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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
' Quo Pas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto "Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002" "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau." "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914." "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Kill GO," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18." "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Poziers,"
"Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18." "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilckem," "Langemarck, 1917." "Menin Road." "Polygon Wood." "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai,
1917. '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bpaume,
1918," "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nerd," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418." "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell ' Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" S h a r q a t , " "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h  W e s t E u r o p e , 1 9 4 0 , " "Alam el Haifa," " E l A l a m e i n , "
"Djebel Aboid," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 1943," "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa, 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily, 1943," "Termoli," "San Salvo," "Sangro," "Romagnoli," "Impossible
Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley," "Piedimcnte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo," "Advance to
Florence," "Monte Scalar!," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridge head." "Monte Pianocreno," "Monte Spaduro," "Senio,"
"Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece. 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabil," "Mayu Tunnels,"
"Defence of Kohima" "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChief

: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.

Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth. M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian

Army :

1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

Battalions :

British Forces Post, Office 53.

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn„ Maidstone.

2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items cf news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the
Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone,

T H E QUEEN'S O W N ROYAL W E ST KENT REGIMENT
Colonel-in-Chief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Lieutenant-Genera! Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E.

REGULAR OFFICERS

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Names
Buckle, P. C. M
Flint, A. J. M., M.B.E.

Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.

MAJORS
Read, M. R„ M.C. . ..
Butler, R., M.B.E., M.C.
Grove, M. R. L., M.C.
Bailey, J. D. B
Archer, M. G. M., M.C.
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K
Gwilliam, D. H., M.B.E.
Faulkner, D. O
Brock, J. H
Manners, D. C. J.

H.Q. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
Att. Sch. of Inf., Warminster.
War Office.
War Office.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
H.Q. Western Comd.
M.D.C., T.C., Millom.
War Office.
D.A.Q., H.Q., Rhine Dist.
4/5 R.W.K.
(Bt./Lt.-Col.)
H.Q., British Forces, Aden.
1 R.W.K.
Junior Leaders' Bn.
H.Q., Northern Comd.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
Depot, R.W.K.
War Office.
2 Ghana Regt.
4 Malay Regt.
G.L. Sec., Hong Kong.
1 R.W.K.
Leave, U.K.
2 Fed. Inf. Bde.
S.O.P.T., G.H.Q., East Africa.
Depot, R.W.K.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
2 Ghana Regt.
1 R.W.K.
5 Malay.
Depot Holdee.

Waring, H. B. H.
Eason, J. A., T.D.
Elgood, P. N
Upton, T. V., M.B.E.
Crumplin, W. C. D. ...
Weymouth, G. U., M.B.E
Dover, V., M.C.
Willis, C. F., M.B.E., T.D
Roper, I. H., M.C.
.
Scull, D. S
Monckton, D., M.C., T.D
Macmillan, I. A. ...
Woodman, E. G., M.C.
Hunting, K. M.
...
Wilson, J. B
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmillan H. A. ...
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W. ...

CAPTAINS
Winstanley, R. G.
Abplanalp, V. C.
Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.
Clarke, C. S
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G., M.B
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S. .
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R.
Beale, K. S., M.C
Stock, P. R
Leigh, P. S., M.C.
Howlett, G. H. W„ M
Scouller, J. A
Woolstencroft, D. H.

War Office.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
H.Q., Cyprus Dist.
I R.W.K.
29 Inf. Bde.
1 2 Liason Fit. A.A.C.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
4/5 R.W.K.
Att. Int. Corps.
4 Malay.
3 Para.
2 Malay.
2 Nigeria.
Eaton Hall O.C.S.
1 R.W.K.
2 Ghana Regt.

MAJORS
Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S., M.B.E.
Duffield, G. W
Marsh, H. W

CAPTAINS
Russell, H. C. M.C., D.C.M.
Fitzpatrick, J. N
Mannering, L. A
Dinsdale, J. W
Beaumont, S. H

Fed. Malaya Mil. Forces.
1 (NY) Bn., K.A.R.
(T/Capt.) 1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
3 Para.
3 Para.
3 Para.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
1 R.W.K.

2nd
Champion, C. G.
Pearce, N. C.
Cleaver, G. F.

LIEUTENANTS
(A/Capt.) H.Q., 7 Armd. Div.
I E. Surrey.
1 R.W.K.
1 Sierre Leone

2nd
Colegate, T. K.

QUARTERMASTERS
Cook, E. S., M.B.E.
Hunt, W. G

(Maj.) A.P.O., Ashton-u-Lyne.
(Capt.) att. H.Q., Rhine Dist.

4th/5th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel : Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Waring, A. R. H„ T.D.

MAJORS
Brock, J. H. (Trg. Major).
Meyrick, K. C., T.D. (2 I.C.).
Coath, T. C.
Bobby, F. J.

(Maj.) Depot R.W.K.
(Maj.) 1 R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot Holdee.
(Lt.) 1 R.W.K.
(Lt.) 4/5 R.W.K.

Wood, D. W. J., T.D.
Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Pennells, H. D. A.

CAPTAINS
Goodwin, P. J. (Adjt.).
Calver-Jones, J.
Newman, B. J.
Duggan, H. R.
Innes, C. A.

Ogilvie, J . B.
Robson l . l K .
Robinson J. t , R.A.Ch.D. (I.A.).
Barlas, J. A., K A.M >_ 'lA,R.M.O.

LIEUTENANTS
Smith, J. C. C. J.
Gregson, M. D. A.
Clemence, M. J.
Watson, K. E.
George, P. M. J.
Kinch, A. A.
Turner, D. M.
Young, R. N.
Maw, N. N. G.
Pedgrift, G. E.
Day, B. E.
Fraser, C. G.
Nyren, M. V.

Morley-Jacob, P. J.
Parker, P. K.
Horton, R. J.
macLachlan, S.
Gregory, M, K.
Sutton, J. D.
Parslow, G. E.
Cyster, P. L.
Burrell, G. K.
Curtis, D. R.
Cannell, K.
Gilbert, l< P , R.A.P.C. (T.A.

QUARTERMASTER
Hoggart, E. J. W. (Lt.).

QUARTERMASTERS
Sivers, A. E., M.B.E., M.M.
Blake, A. G., M.B.E.
. ..
Stephens, S. V
Grubb, J. E., M.B.E
Hoggart, E. J. W

LIEUTENANTS
1 R.W.K.

LIEUTENANTS
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

7 K.A.R.
S.P. Establishment.
A.S. of M.T., Bordon ;Inst.).
H.Q., 2 T.A.F.
(T/Maj.) A.S.P.T.

Halsall, A. C. L.
Tizard, L. A. S.
Gibbs, W. J.
Furlonger, B.

LIEUTENANTS
Wood, W. R.
Craven, C. E.
Neve, R. W., M.C.
Tarver, C. L.
Newall, M. R. M.
Pybus, I. D
Heatly, A. F.
Durtnell, R. J.
Taylor, E. A.
Butler, C. D. B.
Langhorne, J.
Hiscock, P
Smith, M. J

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
R.B.D., British Army Post Office, 5.
Welfare Officer, M.P. and D.B.,
Shepton Mallet.
G.H.Q., M.E.L.F.

Nationa! Service Officers
LIEUTENANTS
Scott, P. M.
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Social and Personal

QE6itorial

I

N reply to a telegram of greetings addressed to our
ColonelinChief, Her Royal Highness The Duchess of
Kent, on the occasion of her birthday, the following reply
was received by the Colonel of the Regiment:

"Please convey to AH Ranks of my Regiment my very
sincere thanks for their kind message. Marina.
ColonelinChief."
*
*
*
*
The Chairman of The Queen's Own Past and Present
Association received a Christmas Card from our Colonel
inChief, conveying Her Royal Highness's best wishes to
all members of the Association and he sent a card to Her
Royal Highness on behalf of members of the Association.
*
*
*
*
Lucky Draw—December
The winning numbers for December are printed below.
In view of the decision of the Regimental Council, which
was published in the October, 1957, Gazette, there will be
no further draws.

1st Prize

825

2nd Prize

1083

The holders of the Q.O.G.'s bearing on the fly
page the above numbers should cut out the page and
forward it to:
The Editor,
The Queen's Own Gazette,
The Barracks,
MAIDSTONE.
Please add your names and addresses in Block
Capitals.

"pADDY " MULLEN,
A who has been Clerk
at Regimental H.Q. for
the past nine and a half
years, has retired, after a
54 years association with
the Army.
This
whitehaired
Irishman (as the Kent
Messenger, so aptly calls
him), will be greatly
missed, not only for his
unlimited
sense
of
humour, but also for his
loyalty and devotion to
duty.
He enlisted origin
ally in the Royal Inni
skilling Fusiliers in 1903,
and
has served the
Queen's Own directly or
indirectly for over 30
years. He has been in
attendance at the Re
union and Officers' Regi
mental Dinner annually since 1948.
The Social and Personal Column in the Queen's Own.
Gazette was largely his responsibility and often reflected
his Irish humour.
He has been made an Honorary Life Member of the
Depot Sergeants' Mess, so we hope we shall be seeing him
again shortly.
Everyone in the Regiment will, I feel, want to join
me in wishing Paddy and his wife a long and happy
retirement.
*

Regimental Diaries
There are still a few Regimental Diaries available for
sale, any remaining unsold at the end of January, 1958, will
have to be returned. Prices (including postage and packing)
are :
18s.

4d.

Leather bound diary

Wallet (leather) with Regimental crest imprinted
do

5s.

4d.

Plexide bound diary

do

4s.

4d.

Refills

2s. lOd.


FORTHCOMING EVENTS
May

9—At Home, Savoy Hotel. Regimental
United Service Club.

Dinner,

^ u ' y \1 ) Regimental Golf Meeting, Wrotham Heath.
59 1 — /
July 23, 24, 26 and 28—Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 27, 20th Annual Reunion (subject to confirmation).

*

*

*

We welcome Mr. A. Waterman as Clerk at Regimental
Headquarters. He has recently been. Orderly Room
Quartermaster Sergeant of the Regimental Depot. He has
served with the Regiment continuously for the past thirty
six years, and in consequence is well known to a wide
section of both Officers and Other Ranks in the Regiment.
*

*

*

*

Again; we apologise for lack of news in this column,
since only two letters of interest have been received, one
from Capt. D. H. Mott (M.M.) who is now serving with
the Royal Military Police, notifying his change of address
to Headquarters, Nigerian Military Forces, Arakan
Barracks, Lagos, until May,1958, after which he will be
returning to U.K. He also mentions that John. Woolaston
is still in Nigeria working for the I.C.I. Karl Beale of the
3rd Bn. Parachute Regt. also sent a brief note saying he
had spent his leave with Willie Spurr, who has a hotel at
Yelverton in Devon. Willie, apart from working about 20
hours a day, is doing jolly well. He also tells us that Col.
Paul Crook moved from Aldershot to Shrewsbury on 7th
January. This is the first news of this move and his address
is now Steps Cottage, Shrawardlie, Nr. Shrewsbury. Karl
is now a very temporary Major.
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Maj. and Mrs. Moss paid a social call over the Christ
mas period and no doubt found the Depot practically empty.
It is understood they are enjoying life and going on fine at
Giggleswick School in Yorkshire. Other visitors included
Lt. Champion on leave from Cyprus, Capt. Nicholls
reporting his posting to 12 Liaison Flight A.A.C., R.A.F.,
stationed at Wildenrath, B.A.O.R. Lt. Hoggart has entered
his name in the Visitors' Book on his firm posting as
Quartermaster to 4/5th Bn. R.W.K. (T.A.) at Tonbrige.
Capt. Stephens will be proceeding to Malaya again in the
near future.

REGIMENTAL

MUSEUM

MIRACLE OF ARMENTIERES IS RECALLED
A LWAYS a big attraction in the Regimental Museum
is the ShortLee Enfield Rifle that figured in the
miracle. On August 13th. 1916, it saved the life of No. 943
Pte W. J. Smith, 6th Bn., " The Queen s Own Royal West
Kent Regt.", when a German, bullet went down the barrel
and came to rest against the bolt. If the bullet had gone
an inch either way, Pte. Smith would almost certainly have
been killed. The Rifle has an important place in the
Museum and is known by the Regiment as "The Miracle
Rifle."
The name of G/943 Pte. W. .!. Smith is recorded in
the Roll of Honour. Atkinson History, 191419.
A gilt of great Regimental importance has just arrived
at the Museum. It is a portrait of Major C. H. Lumley,
V.C., 97th Regt. of Foot. We are most grateful to W. A.
Ellis, Esq., of Sunderland, a relative of the late Major
Lumley, for this most welcome gift.
The Curator extends his thanks to the following kind
people for their gifts to the Museum.
The Canterbury Regt. of New Zealand. Set of
Canterbury Regimental Mess Crockery; New Zealand War
Medal; Set of Buttons and Badges.

Executors of Mrs. M. L. Pedley, deceased (per Messrs.
Uritham and Co., London). Sword, C.B. and Medals of
the late Brig.Gen. S. H. Pedley.
R.L.

+

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
2/Lt. M. J. Smith (445977) to be Lt., 16th December, 1957.
Capt. A. W. Franklin (350207) to be Maj., 4th January, 1958.
Lt.Col. C. H. Keenlyside (58169) retires on retired pay,
1st January, 1958. (Reserve Liability)*
National Service List
23359701 Cadet Christopher John Batten (454537) to be
2/Lt., 26th October, 1957.
23381270 Cadet James Bernard Coles (454544) to be 2/Lt.,
26th October, 1957.
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
Short Service Commission
Lt. N. A. Hallidie (445272) the notifn. in Gazette (Supple
ment) dated 12th November, 1957, is cancelled.
National Service List
The undermentionel 2/Lts. from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List, to be 2/Lts. on the dates shown :—
R. E. Towner (447781), 29th September, 1957, with seniority
12th May, 1956.
A. D. Jones (448154), 2nd October, 1957, with seniority
2nd June, 1956.
J. Breeching (447992), 6th October, 1957, with seniority
26th May, 1956.
2/Lt. G. A. W. De Penning (449966) from Reg. Army Nat.
Serv. List, to be 2/Lt., 27th October, 1957, with
seniority 8th September, 1956.
2/Lt. J. K. Isaacs (447752) to be Lt., 5th January, 1958.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers
Capt. J. M. W. Llewellyn (34826) having exceeded the age
limit ceases to belong to the T.A. Res. of Offrs., 11th
December, 1957, and is granted the hon,. rank of Capt.
Capt. J. Hayes (220370) resigns his commn., 11th December,
1957.
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) H. J. D. Coombe, T.D., (51776) (Lt.,
Gen. List Sect. B., A. Cdt. F.) having exceeded the
age limit, ceases to belong to the T.A. Res. of Offrs.,
21st December, 1957, retaining the hon. rank of Maj.
Lt. A. F. Rainbow (427388) from Active List, to be Lt.,
10th September, 1957, retaining his present seniority.

Maj. R. Love, Curator of the Museum, holding the
rifle.

Emergency Commissions
All officers holding Emergency Commissions in Her
Majesty's Land Forces who have been released from
military duty and have attained the age of 45 years on
31st December, 1957, relinquish such commission with
effect from that date and are granted as from that
date the honorary rank which was officially notified to
them on their release from active military duty.
Footnote
* Under the terms of A.C.I. 384/57.
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THE BATTLE HONOURS OF T H E Q U E E N ' S O W N
ALIWAL— 28th January, 1846

LIWAL" was the third honour to be won by The
zY. 50th or The Queen's Own Regiment during the Sutlej
Campaign in India.
Having been driven back from their position at Feroze
shah on 22nd December, 1845, the Sikhs retreated north
eastwards to the River Sutlej and took up a defensive
position at Sobraon. Their commander then detached a
force of 8,000 men and 70 guns under Ranjur Singh to
harass the British line of communications. Ranjur marched
eastwards along the north bank of the Sutlej and crossed
the river at Phillaur to threaten Loodiana. He also threw
garrisons into Dharmkot and Fatehgarh, two small forts on
the road from Ferozeshah to Loodiana.
General Sir Hugh Gough, the British commander,
considered it inadvisable to follow the Sikhs to Sobraon
until reinforcements, a seigetrain and ammunition had
arrived from Meerut. It was not until 12th January, 1846,
that he moved up to the south bank of the Sutlej. There
he halted, with his 1st Division (Sir Harry Smith) on the
right and his main body opposite Sobraon. When he heard
of Ranjur's movements, he ordered Sir Harry Smith to
march eastwards with his 1st Brigade, a battery and some
native cavalry to keep open the eighty miles of road to
Loodiana.
Marching out along the road to Loodiana on 17th
January, Sir Harry found Fatehgarh abandoned by the
Sikhs. After firing a few shells he received the surrender of
Dharmkot. He resumed his march, defeated the enemy in a
severe skirmish at Baddowal, and reached Loodiana. On
the 23rd he returned to Baddowal.
By this time Gough had ordered the 2nd Brigade of 1st
Division and two regiments of native cavalry to reinforce
Smith. The 2nd Brigade was commanded by Brigadier
General F. H. M. Wheeler, who had recovered from the
wound he had received earlier in the campaign. It consisted
of The 50th Regiment, the 48lh Native Infantry and the
Sirmoor Ghurkas. LieutenantColonel T. Ryan was in com
mand of The 50th.
Wheeler's Brigade inarched from Gough's camp on
22nd January and reached Dharmkot that evening and
Sidham next day. Here the brigadier received information
that a large body of Sikhs was between him and Sir Harry
Smith. He decided to return to Dharmkot. The troops
arrived back at fort at 6 p.m., exhausted after a long march
through deep sand. On the 24th, having been reinforced by
a regiment of cavalry, Wheeler set out again, this time by a
circuitous route. He joined Sir Harry at Baddowal on the
26th.
With these and other reinforcements, Smith had under
his command two cavalry and four infantry brigades and
32 guns, a strength of 12,000 men. Giving Wheeler's troops
a day's rest, he marched at dawn on the 28th northeast
wards towards Phifiaur. Some cavalry were sent out on the
right flank to watch for any hostile movement. Two hours
after the start a spy reported that Ranjur Singh would
advance southwestards from the River Sutlej. After a
march of nine miles Sir Harry went up to the roof of a
house and caught sight of his enemy. In front of him was
a level plain some two miles long and one mile wide.
" A

Beyond it on a gentle rise were two villages—Aliwal on the
right and Bhundri on the left. Between the two was a
curved line of entrenchments. The Sikhs were in motion,
but when they saw the British they halted and occupied the
villages and the trenches. Ranjur was accepting battle with
the river just behind him.
Under cover of a cavalry screen, Smith deployed his
infantry. Two brigades were in front, with the other two
echeloned in rear. Behind the infantry rode the bulk oi the
cavalry. In this order the British advanced across the plain.
They were 650 yards from the enemy when the Sikh
guns opened fire from the whole length of the entrench
ments. Sir Harry brought up one of the infantry brigades
from his second line and launched it, together with the 1st
Brigade, against the village of Aliwal. This was captured
with little loss. Smith then swung one brigade of cavalry
round the village to outflank the Sikh position. Simul
taneously he ordered a general attack upon the enemy's
centre and left.
Wheeler's Brigade was soon hotly engaged. The 50th
advanced in line directly against the centre of the entrench
ments. In this position they were exposed to a heavy fire
from the hostile artillery. When they came within musket
range they fired a volley. The Sikh infantry fell back, but
the gunners stood firm. The regiment charged with the
bayonet and took the batteries opposed to them. On the
left the village of Bhundri was cleared by The 53rd (now
The King's Shropshire Light Infantry). On the right the
Sikhs threw away their muskets and fought fiercely with
sword and shield until they were overwhelmed by the
British cavalry.
The entire Sikh force was now in flight towards a ford
in the river. The British pressed in closer and closer. Nine
Sikh guns were unlimbered to cover the ford, but they
fired only once before the pursuers were upon them. Then
the fugitives plunged into the river to escape. Ranjur tried
to save his guns, but two only reached the opposite side.
Two others were left in midstream, and some of The 50th
moved up to the bank to prevent them from being taken
away. In their flight the Sikhs lost their baggage, stores and
67 guns.
Altogether Aliwal was a wellmanaged affair. But the
victory cost 589 casualties, a third of them killed. Of the
infantry regiments engaged The 50th suffered the most
severely, having Lieutenant J. J. Grimes and eight rank and
file killed; nine officers, four sergeants and 55 rank and file
wounded.
H. D. C.
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U N I O N J A C K C L U B : SERVICES
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES A N D
RESPITE all the efforts that have, and are still being
JL/made to keep the Union Jack Club running as economi
cally as possible and maintain the Income and Expenditure
account of the Club on an even keel, we were faced at the
end of 1956 with the certainty of two major increases in
cost in 1957, although beyond our control, of wages, £3,000,
and fuel, gas and electricity over £1,000.
Under normal circumstances, in order to balance the
Income and Expenditure for the year there would have been
no alternative but to seek additional income by increasing
the charges for accommodation with effect from the 1st
January, 1957. After careful consideration, however, by the
Council of the recommendations put forward by the
General Committee, it was decided to make no increase in
the charges at the commencement of the year but to wait
and hope that the numbers using the Club, and the business
transacted would at least produce the same results as for
1956.
Unfortunately, this hope has not been fulfilled and for
the first six months of business to the 30th June, 1957, the
numbers using the club have declined by 8,113 and cash
receipts are "down" by £2,106. As expenditure has in
creased by £2,209 in the same period it will be seen that
there is a sum of £4,315 on the wrong side of the account
as compared with 1956.
The position was reviewed by the Council and General
Committee at their quarterly meeting in June, and it was
unanimously agreed that some increase would be neces
sary before the end of the year, it being left to the Main
tenance Committee to finalise the matter when the half
yearly (results were fully known. This was done at a
Meeting on the 15th July, 1957, when, after careful con
sideration of all the factors involved and with a view to
avoiding a possible heavy loss at the end of 1957, it was
decided to increase the charges for accommodation by
1 shilling per head per night with effect from 1st Sep
tember, 1957, but allowing the same reductions after three
nights and for weekly bookings as before. The revised
charges will therefore be as follows—
Bedroom only (1st, 2nd and 3rd nights)
6/0d. per night
(Thereafter 5/6 per night or 37/ per week if booked
at the same time).
Bedroom and Breakfast
7/6d. per night
(Meal Voucher to the value of 2/6d.)
(6d. less per night less after three nights and a reduction
of 5/ for weekly bookings to: 47/6d.).
Overflow Dormitory Beds
5/0d. per night
or :
Bed and Breakfast
6/6d. per night
(Meal Voucher to the value of 2/6d.).
The necessity of having to make this increase in charges
is greatly to be regretted, but the Council feel sure that it
will be appreciated that the reasons for so doing are entirely
beyond the Club's control and, despite a natural reaction
to increased charges of any kind, Members will understand
there was no alternative.

Subscription rates :—
Officers 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d.. cost free.

DEATHS

BIRTHS
GOODWIN—On 6th December, 1957 to Elizabeth, wife of
Captain P. J. Goodwin, a son.
NEWMAN—On 29th November, 1957 to Marianna, wife
of Captain B. J. Newman, a daughter.

DEATHS
We regret to record the following deaths:—
AKERMAN. Alfred (In Pensioner) at The Royal Hospital,
Chelsea, on 12th December, 1957, aged 73 years.
DODD, W. J.—At St. Andrew's Hospital, London, on 20th
December, 1957.
ASH DOWN W.—At his home Bewsbury Cottage, Bews
bury Cross Lane, Whitfield, Nr. Dover, on 25th Dec
ember, 1957. Exmember 8th Battalion (191418 War).

IN

MEMORIAM

"There name liveth for evermore."
COLEMAN, Derek. Q.O.R.W.K. — Whilst serving in
Malaya. Treasured memories on his birthday and
every day—Mother and Dad.
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News

from

i st BATTALION
and Christ
!)'DECEMBER
mas with all its impli
cations and festivities are
over, and in the lull before
the New Year, there is time
to reflect on. the events of
the past year. 1957 has
been a year of changes,
difficulties and uneasy ten
sion for the Queen's Own.
Early in January, the unit
moved from Dhekelia to
Dhavlos, where we took
over from 1 H.L.I, and
started operations against
EOKA immediately. The
Bn. was very dispersed, with
three coys, detached and our
real estate bill was enor
mous. It was a frustrating
way of operating, as little or
^^vajc  c p t t n o information ever came
our way, and it was almost
impossible to tell which Cypriots in our area were friend
or foe. Bombs were thrown at vehicles or patrols in most
villages in the area, but the culprits, usually youths aged
1418, were seldom apprehended, in spite of determined
efforts by escort personnel; even a youth, running guiltily
away from the scene, could not be apprehended unless he
was actually seen throwing a bomb.
In spite of these frustrations, our patrols had a number
of successes in finding arms, apprehending leafleteers and
generally dominating their areas. These successes were
entirely due to dogged persistence and the determination to
make local village groups realise that law and order would
be maintained.
With the summer, came a truce declared by EOKA
who had been so badly mauled by Security Forces, that
they needed time to recover an.d reorganise. During this
truce period, active patrolling was maintained, but with
little or no success, and EOKA sponsored incidents
dropped to a minimum. This allowed coys, to do some
much needed training and a lot of shooting. Two vehicle
roads, convoy escorts and the carrying of arms were
abolished. Towns were in bounds again and the wonderful
bathing facilities in the Panhandle could be enjoyed to the
full.
Throughout the year, the morale of the Bn. was very
high and the sickness rate was the lowest we have known;.
Even the sad news of amalgamation in 1962, though
regretted, has been accepted in good faith and spirit and
all ranks will do their best to make it a success. For

Battalions
married personnel, the year's separation was tedious and
unexpected, but all married officers and other ranks had
four weeks' leave in England, with a free passage both
ways, which enabled them to sort out the many problems
caused by the quick move to Suez.
Tn July, we were told that we would move to Nicosia,
a family station, and into a new Brigade in November.
Early and prompt planning for the arrival of families was
started and as a result most families were reunited for
Christmas. Owing to the late arrival of families, the
Sergeants' Mess volunteered to organise the annual
Children's Party. This was a great success and all members
of the Sergeants' Mess worked very hard to ensure that
the children had a good time.
With the move into Nicosia, our operational role
changed. We have no immediate operational task, unless
EOKA become active again, when, as part of the Island
Reserve, we are liable to spend many days and weeks hunt
ing hard core terrorists and mountain gangs in the Troodos
area. As mountain operations are new to us, and a specialised
form of entertainment demanding a high degree of
individual training and physical fitness, all coys, have had
periods of training in the mountains. When back in camp,
most of the working day is spent rebuilding or repainting
our new camp and as usual in, Cyprus, the cry is " self
help and no money for Works Services." The camp is
slowly taking shape and promises to be smarter than the
other five camps which we have given the same treatment
during the past year. The Quartermaster and his excellent
team of Pioneers have worked very hard against enormous
odds and everyone happily carries paving stones all day

CommanderinChief M.E.L.F., Lt.Gen. Sir Geoffrey K.
Bourne, K.C.B., K.B.E., C.M.G., during the occasion of
his visit on 19th December, 1957, to the unit. Left to
right : Cpl. Bryant, C.S.M. Warren. Cpl. Clark.
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for paths to avoid walking in mud all round the camp when
the rains really start.
During December we have had a number of visitors.
The CommanderinChief, Lt.Gen. Sir Geoffrey Bourne,
K.C.B., K.B.E., C.M.G., paid a farewell visit before taking
up his new appointment as Commandant of the Imperial
Defence College. A farewell parade of all units in our
area was held on the football ground and afterwards the
CommanderinChief visited the Officers' and Sergeants'
Messes.
Maj.Gen,. D. A. Kendrew. C.B.E., D.S.O., also visited
the unit to inspect our new camp, and we have had several
visits from our new Brigade Commander, Brig. J. A. J.
Read, D.S.O., M.C. Until recently he commanded the
1st Bn. the 43rd Light Infantry at Limassol. and knows,
only too well, the problems which face an infantry battalion,
in Cyprus.
Christmas passed off successfully and it was fortunate
that the whole Bn. was together. All ranks very much
appreciated the Christmas Message from our Colonelin
Chief, Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent.
Numbers for Christmas Dinner were increased by a
troop of Sappers from 37 Field Engineer Regt. and the
I.S. Training Centre which has now moved into our camp.
The Dining Hall was too small to cater for the numbers
and a tent was erected next door. Even so, a good time
was had by all and as usual the cooks worked tremendously
hard. The Inter Coy. Decorations Competition was won
by "A" Coy. who were responsible for the W.V.S. Hut.
Apart from Christmas dinners, the usual activities took
place. Sp. Coy. won the Intercoy. football and the Officers
again beat the Sergeants on Boxing Day. This was
probably because the bachelor officers and sergeants only
played in this game, as the families are so widely scattered.
It was noticeable, however, that most of the married men
foun.d their way to the Sergeants' Mess after the game.
A Cyprus SevenaSide Rugby Competition was also
played on Boxing Day. 1 R.W.K., one of the four seeded
teams, were unlucky to meet the Welch Regt. in the semi
final. It was generally admitted by the organisers that the

CommanderinChief M.E.L.F., Lt.Gen. Sir Geoffrey
K. Bourne, K.C.B., K.B.E., C.M.G., speaking to
Cpl. House, "H.Q." Coy., on the occasion of his
farewell visit on 19th December, 1957

Welch and ourselves should have been in opposite halves
of the draw to meet in the Final. The Rugby team are
having a particularly good season having so far played
8 matches, won 8 and scored 189 points against 18. We
have high hopes of doing well in the Army Cup in Cyprus,
although the Welch Regt., last year's Army Cup winners
in the U.K., have a tough and formidable team.
We have welcomed a new draft from the Depot, and
we have said " Good bye " to 2/Lt. Peter Blunt, who will
be missed by all, not least the unit Skiffle Group. We have
also said "Good bye" to C/Sgt. Stephenson and we
suspected that when the time came he very much regretted
having to leave his many friends in the Regimnt. We hope
to see him at many Reunions in the future.
Finally we wish all past and present members of the
Queen's Own, our best wishes for the New Year.

"A" COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
The last month has been fairly eventful for "A" Coy.,
first was our move to Nicosia, and then there was our trip
to Troodos.
The advance party to Nicosia consisted of a small band
of pioneers, all prepared to rough it down in the lowlands.
We left amid cries of "Get us a good tent chick and don t
forget me if there's any buckshees, will you rod?" The new
camp appeared somewhat enormous to us, being used to
the close confines of Mersinnikki, but we soon got used to
it. The remainder of "A" Coy. left Mersinnikki with little
mishap, except for Coy. H.Q. truck which decided on its
own, to demolish our old camp by first knocking down
the sandbags surrounding the Guard Room, and then tear
ing down most of the power lines, but we all arrived safely
in Nicosia. As we arrived, murmurs of " Coo, look at all
these stones to bullup," and 1 wonder if HE'S here yet?"
Hardly had we settled down to life in C.B.S. Camp,
when we were moved off to the 1 roodos Mounts on a 10
day Op. We enjoyed glorious weather, but the thought of
that icecold water for washing and shaving makes our
beards bristle even now. A familiar voice was often heard
calling for "Pratteern," his batman, who seemed always to
be as far away from work as possible. We all felt the omis
sion of C.S.M. King, who was on leave in Blighty, but Sgt.
Lcckyear coped ably, and we can still hear his stentorian
voice echoing around the forest glades, as he commanded,
"Standto" and "Standdown." Our Coy. clerk, equipped
with typewriter, seemed to do little except walk around, he
was once seen in the dark hours of the evening, pounding
away furiously at his machine by the light of a Hurricane
Lamp, even the Coy. Office had gone rugged. Our N.A.A.F.I.
Manager, Pte. Bettridge, brought along his supply of
goodies, though cries of "What no orange left Ginge" were
heard fairly frequently.
We left Troodos just as the rain started, so the sun
does shine on the righteous, as the saying goes. Once again
we hung precariously on to the sides of 3tonners as they
swung round mountain roads, and once, our signal detach
ment was nearly buried in pine cones which had been
collected for the C.O.'s fire back in C.B.S. On our return,
we found, to our surprise, that the old lines had been
removed, and large Korean tents had been erected, so, as
we settle down once again to Bn. life, we await with the
awe of the unknown, our C.S.M. is due back from England,
still, that's another story . . ,
The Hammers
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1 Platoon
At the time of going to press, the platoon doesn't know
whether it is coming or going. At least we know now what
it means to be in the island Mobile Brigade. It all started
with the move from Mersinnikki, which we were all sorry
to leave. Arriving at Nicosia, the first things we saw were a
large square and Pte. (old soldier) Fowler's grinning face.
We were, therefore, very glad to get out after only a week
to rough it for ten days in the Makheras Forest. Our main
job out there was to give demonstrations for the rest of the
battalion. 1 PI., of course, had the principal job of showing
how to capture an Eoka hide. Despite the peculiar behaviour
of Pte. Abbott's Bren the terrorists — Pte. Dalton, Cpl.
Clarke, and Sgt. "Grivas" Vale — realised the seasoned
veterans they were up against and quickly gave in.
We did go out as a platoon for one day and most of
us slept in the open, although a few built bashers as per
Malayan days. We laid an ambush but without success,
apart from setting the hillside on fire with a flare. To add
to the chaos Pte. Trigger Blunt fell trying to break his ribs.
This, and the shrieks of our hero were heard 4 mile away
in base camp. Give him a gong.
Hardly had we got back to C.B.S. when we were
assigned to a secret and unknown mission to Dhekelia.
This, dramatically, turned out to be furniture shifting in a
large — Shhh — mixed school. Fatigues among neon lights,
tiled bathrooms, and interior sprung mattresses. Cinemorsel
Cpl. Toner of Chalk Farm was really in his element. So,
come to think of it, were all of us until, pursued by a
large black dog, we ground back to C.B.S.
So here we are again in Nicosia. Mr. Champion has
left us to spend Christmas in England, and we welcome Sgt.
Lockyear back to the Platoon after his stay in the dizzy
heights. Ptes. Baker, Deacon, and Grinhey are also wel
comed from the Depot. Never mind, you won't spend all
your service here. And so, with demob in our thoughts, we
wish all our readers a Bonnie Christmas and a Rugged
New Year.
' The Champs
2 Platoon
On the 14th November, the Platoon left the hills of
Mersinnikki, for the bright lights of Nicosia at C.B.S.
Camp. But, once again the Platoon left the bright lights of
Nicosia, not for the hills, but for the Mountains of Troodos.
Upon arriving there, we found it just the ideal thing
for 2 PI., any task to do, let 2 PI. do it! Pte. Bird, the "Old
Sweat" of the Platoon, still likes to spin the yarn to the
sprogs. and keeps saying "up the 5623's.
We would also like to welcome our two new Boys to
the Island, and to the Platoon, namely, Ptes. Taylor and
Pampling. We also give a great welcome to Sgt. Vale, and
hope he stays with us for a long time to come.
The Badgers
3 Platoon
Mersinnikki is now almost forgotten, even though we
were still there for the first half of the month. The move to
Nicosia was not an event that was eagerly awaited generally,
but I think most people are gl.ad of the change. The vehicle
taking 3 PI. to Nicosia looked as though it was going to
market as it went out of camp, mainly due to the fact
that there were 6 puppies littered over the luggage — very
recent arrivals in the Platoon.
On arrival at C.B.S. Camp we formed an exclusive

little body of men, cut off from the rest of the Coy. by a
busy thoroughfare. We were also in a position to be first
into the showers, and first into one of the many contractors'
shops which was conveniently sited right on our doorstep —
an advantage we were not to hold for long.
No sooner had we begun to get settled in, than we
were on the move again. This time to a very pleasant spot
near Makhaeras Monastery — 2,500 feet up in the moun
tains. At times life was uncomfortable, but everyone now
knows how to look after himself, and make himself comfort
able, which was the object of the exercise. At 5 o'clock
every evening the forest would be lit up by our camp fires,
and it was never long before the smell of chicken noodle
soup filled the air — or was it soup? Cpl. Manktelow must
have thought we were staying for Christmas, as he had
brought a large supply of Chistmas cake with him — since
reported missing! We soon found out that we were to give
the Bn. a demonstration of a night ambush, which, as a
result of much hard work, was a great success, and in odd
corners of the camp one can still hear the pros and cons of
that type of ambush being discussed.
Pte. Humphrey and L/Cpl. Angel have recently joined
the platoon, greatly strenghtening our claims to the title
"Noisy Three." We are sorry to lose Sgt. T. "Grivas" Vale,
who was with us a short time, but he is still within the Coy.
as Comd. of 2 PI., in which position we wish him the best
of luck.
Noisy Three

Coy. H.Q.

" C " COMPANY

The move from Kantara to Nicosia on 14th November
went extremely smoothly. We found our tents in C.B.S.
Camp, a poor substitute for our hutted accommodation in
the hills, but were soon settled in and doing our best to
improve the look of our lines with the help of paint, picks
and shovels. Our labours were not in vain and it was not
long before a considerable improvement was apparent.
Between days of being Duty Coy. we were able to get
in a certain amount of individual training before leaving
for a week's hill training on the 28th November. The week
was unfortunately marred by very wet weather which made
our living conditions extremely unpleasant, but many useful
lessons were learnt, often the hard way, and we all enjoyed
the satisfaction of considering ourselves rugged, and
certainly returned to C.B.S. Camp fitter and wiser men.
It was a disappointment to find that, owing to the wet
weather, our new tents had not been erected in our absence,
but anything was an improvement on a wet bivvy.
The day after our return from the hills the Coy. Comd.,
the C.S.M. and the Colour Sergeant all went to Limassol
to meet their families off the Dilwara, and were not seen for
three days. Sgt. Scudder's family arrived by air a fortnight
earlier, and Sgt. Chiddicks is expecting his family on 23rd
December, just in time for Christmas.
We are sorry to lose our arms storeman, Pte. Turke, on
completion of his .Service. We wish him every success in
the future.
In closing we wish all members of the Coy., both past
and present a happy Christmas and Prosperous New Year.
For several this will be the second Christmas in succession
away from their families and we commiserate with them.
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7 Platoon
C.B.S. Camp, Nicosia. Here we are. We left deserted
tents at Kantara and found ourselves in ancient one hundred
and sixty pounders. These are slowly being replaced by
new Koreantype tents. Every peg has to be coached into
rock just below the surface with a pneumatic drill.
Smith has left us for " B " Coy., after sixteen months
with the Platoon. We welcome Price and Dunning from
the Depot. Dunning has already found himself on a Church
House course—and Broad has just returned from a Boxing
course, which, he said, he enjoyed. Sgt. Scudder's wife is
at last on the island, so from 1630 to 0830 the following day
Cpl. Ricketts is PI. Sgt.
The Coy. spent a wet training week in the Troodos
hills. We were soaked on a thirty hour scheme and took a
whole day to dry out. Some of us found our new Bergen
Packs, full of winter clothing, somewhat heavy, but we all
learnt (mainly by our mistakes) something about " living it
rugged " in the open.
The latest Cyprus news is disappointing, and the Old
City of Nicosia is out of bounds again. We may well have
to put our Mountain Training into practise in the near
future. Christmas fast approaches and the numerous gift
shops in and near the camp give us little chance to save
money. However, Drury, Davies and Stevenson are all on
the verge of " Christmas in England " leave. We wish them
and everybody else a Happy Christmas.
8 Plafoon
With the arrival of November our departure for
Nicosia drew rapidly closer and the first fortnight was spent
in dismantling, packing, loading and finally moving. How
ever we interspersed our time doing guards and patrols.
First the old tents, the billiard table, the concrete slabs,
and then lockers, chairs, soldierboxes and tables (GS), and
finally excess Naali goods, darts, table tennis bats and crates
of beer disappeared from the Coy. as the 14th approached.
Some returned to Naafi H.Q., some to the Q.M., but others
went on ahead with the advance party, of which Cpl. Gates,
Gale and HedleyJones were members. On the 14th we
left for good in a long convoy of R.A.S.C. 3tonners, of
which 8 PI. was the only one to pack up half way. After a
short rest, however, we set off again and entered C.B.S. at
the end of the convoy.
Our accommodation was not up to Kantara standard as
the 160 pound tents seemed ideal for summer weather only,
and by now we were having a taste of winter. After a
fortnight of tidying up the lines and pitching tents for other
companies we set off for eight days out on detachment in
the foothills. Bergen rucksacks were filled to capacity and
winterclothing sported and, once again we were up in the
hills, but this time in Bivouacs living " rough."
The weather was unkind at this stage and most people
only had a pair of dry pyjamas to their name, but things
cheered up and the weather for our 36 hour Platoon Exer
cise was quite good. Perhaps we should be called " Lucky
Eight." There was one very amusing incident, when just
before leaving, Ed. Shone was noted heading for the stream
minus his trousers, however it appeared that he had decided
it was time for an over all wash—Morton was seen fingering
a camera !
We returned to C.B.S. with mixed feelings, some would
like to have stayed longer, others were tired of being wet
and cold, but most of us enjoyed the training—patrolling.
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ambushes, night firing, and jungle range firing, and had the
weather been kinder, everyone would have been only too
ready to live " rough."
9 Platoon
The month of November has been a busy and eventful
one for all of us. But first of all let it be noted that Sowten
and Rice have joined the Platoon. Although the latter's
stay was brief and he is now back in CivvyStreet.
We
have finally left Kantara, although the process took two
weeks of hard work, stripping, removing, and loading. Most
people were sorry to leave Kantara, after nearly a year, but
it is hoped the bright lights of Nicosia will cure any
nostalgia.
On 12th November we arrived at the C.B.S. Camp in
Nicosia, and our first weeks were spent in sorting out and
straightening out our living quarters. At the moment we
are erecting our new " Koreantype " tents, which are large
and spacious. We shall move into them when all mishaps
such as drills that jam, etc., are cured, and the tents finally
put up.
Late in November the whole Company moved into the
hills for eight days' training in our possible future I.S. role.
Tramping off to set up base camps and ambushes, equipped
with rucksacks, some members of the Platoon felt " pretty
rugged." We thoroughly enjoyed the training except when
the rain washed us out of our tents. L/Cpl. Johnson's section
distinguished themselvevs in a Company Night Shoot, by
gaining the highest score and winning a can of beer for
themselves.
The Platoon is to move to Dhekelia soon to furnish a
school and the change of climate is looked forward to.

" D " COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
This month has brought about a change in the
" Supreme Soviet cum White House" part of the Coy.
during which Maj. Monckton has left for a N.A.T.O.
Course in the U.K. and Capt. Osborne has assumed
command. The latter, not only acting as Coy. Commander,
is in charge of the Bn. Shooting, the Soccer, the Married
Families (as if that wasn't enough on its own), and so many
other things, that it is a wonder we see as much of him
as we do.
The Coy. has now been up to Troodos twice on the
weekly training exercises. On. one of these occasions
C.S.M. Bradshaw returned complaining that he was a
" dying man ". Whether, in fact, it was because he had
been drenched several times or, that Pte. Riley, when
preparing one midday meal, had found himself without
enough Cabbage and might have included in the boil, some
of the local countryside, is hard to tell! Anyway, he now
seems to have fully recovered, presumably, on his wife's
cooking.
The Coy. Stores has been enlarged by the addition of
a new E.P.I.P. Tent. Previously, Pte. Washer had
commented that the Stores " wasn't even big enough to
swing a cat around "—he has since lost his cat !
We were sorry to lose Pte. Reynolds, who left us for
U.K. and demob. We wish him the very best of luck for
the future. We welcome Pte. Hinchon from 10 PI., who
has taken Paul's place in the Arms Store, and L/Cpl.
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Farnfield who waits tentatively all day long for " Orderly
Sgts." to blow.
10 Platoon
This month has been a very busy one, not only for
10 PI., but for the whole of " D " Coy.
At the beginning of the month we were all very busy
with the move from Dhavlos to Nicosia. 10 and 12 Pis.
were part of the advance party, and we arrived at C.B.S.
expecting to be worked off our feet. We were given three
days in, which to settle into our quarters. There was little
we could do before the K.O.Y.L.I. moved out, which they
did a week after our arrival.
We had been at C.B.S. for only a week when we were
sent out on ops. into the Troodos Mountains. Few people
realised how cold it could be in Cyprus and when one
morning we woke up to find frost on the ground there
were several bewildered faces to be seen,. Everyone seemed
to enjoy themselves in the mountains, with the good food,
pleasant scenery and refreshing air.
It was not long after arriving back here that we were
out in the hills again, this time on training. By this time
we had been issued with proper winter clothing to guard
against the intense cold. Each man was issued with a
Bergen rucksack in which to put all his kit whilst on ops.
Ten PI. set out one morning on a 48 hours training
exercise. Each man carried all his personal kit, including
two 24hour ration packs, a sleeping bag, and unlimited
warm clothing. We were thus completely selfcontained.
Wc marched for about 24 miles, some of which was across
country before arriving at our platoon base camp. During
our time out we manned Ops. and set up ambushes. We
had to be back at Coy. Base by 0900 hrs., which meant
getting up at the unearthly hour of 0600 hrs. The next
morning we woke up to find snow lying on the peaks of
surrounding hills, and people began to wonder whether we
were in the Mediterranean or the Antarctic. After being
out in the hills for a week we returned to C.B.S. having
learnt much about how to make ourselves comfortable in
such rugged surroundings.
We congratulate Cpl. Smith in getting into the Bn.
Football side, and Pte. Clutterbuck in representing the Bn.
at Basket Ball.
11 Platoon
This month has seen, the loss of a very poplar member
of 11 PI., Pte. "Kenny" King, who flew home for "demob."
by Comet on the 3rd December. He was given a heart
warming sendoff and his cheerfulness and loyalty will not
quickly be forgotten.
Cpl. Bryan has rejoined us after a short stay with 12
PI. acting as PI. Sgt. His wife and child have just arrived
out here and we all hope that they enjoy their stay in this
sunny isle. Cpl. Roberts will soon be going on a " para."
course and will be a great loss; he has been a firstclass
N.C.O., carrying out his duties faithfully and with good
sense.
We are proud that L/Cpl. Barrett is captaining the Bn.
Soccer side and wish him the best of luck. Incidentally,
we played a friendly match against 7 PI., "C" Coy. last
week, and played very well in beating them 60. Pte.
Davison at centre forward was in great form and banged
in four good goals. With L/Cpl. Barrett, playing in any
position, Cpl. Roberts as steady as a rock at centre half,

Pte.
and
our
can

Osborne playing down the right wing, L/Cpl. Lewis
Pte. Granger who let little get past them at back, and
last line of defence, Cpl. Bryan, as safe as houses, we
boast a powerful team.
You will have gathered from earlier Coy. notes in, this
issue, that a lot of time has been spent recently on training
and acclimatization in the foothills of the Troodos Moun
tains. We were up there for a week from 2nd8th December
and only wished it could have been longer. Despite
uninterrupted rain on our 48hour scheme, morale was
extraordinarily high; this was entirely due to that spirit
of comradeship and willingness to " muck in " which is so
important a feature to be found in any body of happy men.
With Christmas and the New Year already upon us,
we shall be thinking hard of all at home and looking for
ward to seeing you " this year, next year, sometime . . ."
As these notes were about to be despatched, we all
heard with great joy of the arrival of Pte. Newby's first
child, a boy. We congatulate Mrs. Newby and are only
sorry that her husband could not be with her for this great
event.
12 Platoon
We have now completed our first month in Nicosia.
During it we spent two periods of a week each in the
Troodos Mountains.
Temperatures there are vastly
different to those in, the plains and a special scale of warm
and wind proof clothing has been issued to us.
In C.B.S. Camp we have been as busy as everyone else
settling in. We haven't yet got our new tents in our lines,
but we should be in them by the New Year, when the
really bad weather sets in,. With the good playing fields
in the back of the camp, we have been able to play a lot
of games, particularly football. Regular sports afternoons
are something we are glad to have back again, after the
past year. L/Cpl. Disley has played a game or two for the
Bn. Soccer team at outside right. L/Cpl. Baker and Pte.
White have played in Bn. Trial games.
L/Cpl. Inkpen is now away on leave in. U.K., and we
welcome back in,to the PI. after his lazy absense of a year
(Cpl. Humphreys). Mr. Blunt will be leaving us soon for
his demob, in January.
Perhaps the most outstanding event of the month was
the birth of no fewer than eight puppies to our PI. dog
" Rusty
Four have survived and will find good homes.
Christmas is the next milestone, and n.o doubt the
festivities will be as good as usual. Our share is to decorate
one of the N.A.A.F.I. Canteens, after the Sergeant Major's
masterpiece of erecting a " Quarter deck " in front of the
Coy. Office, this should be well within our powers ! It
seems at the moment that Platoons will now hold their
own parties (privately).

SUPPORT C O M P A N Y
Coy. H.Q.
At long last the Company has moved to C.B.S. Camp,
Nicosia, which is about one and a half miles out of the city.
The Company in general were not too impressed with the
look of the camp, but with a lot of hard work being done
by all members of the Company, it is beginning to look
much smarter.
It is very good to be back again as a Battalion after be
ing separated lor a year. Sports, Cadres and other activities
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are beginning to get into full swing and we hope to put the
Regiment on the map.
We will miss the swimming in the coming summer and
the swimming parades will not be so numerous (hard luck).
However, we have been compensated by the bright lights of
Nicosia which, incidentally, have been put out of bounds
since our arrival.
The Coy. Comd., Major T. V. Upton, M.B.E., has
returned to the U.K. on compassionate leave. We wish
him the best of luck. In his absence the Coy. has been
commanded by Major H. B. H. Waring; we take this oppor
tunity of welcoming him to the Coy.
Rucksacks, heavy jerseys, C.W.W. boots, wind suits,
etc., are the vogue at present, and many of the Coy. are
intending to change their names to Hillary or Hunt.
Officers, W.O.s, Sgts. and men of the Company seem to
be more contented since the arrival of H.M.T. Dilwara to
Cyprus, bringing the wives out to join the Battalion again,
and we would like to welcome them through the medium
of this Gazette.
At the time of writing these notes the Coy. is under
canvas as usual in the Makhaeras Forest area carrying out
mountain training and, funny as it may seem, we are enjoy
ing it. The Coy. was visited by our new Brigadier, J. A. J.
Read, D.S.O., M.C., who watched the men of the Coy.
doing their training and accompanied one section on a short
patrol. On our return to Nicosia we are looking forward to
moving into our new " Koreantype " tents.
A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all.
Bunnie.
Mortar Platoon
This month's notes come to you from the hills of the
Makhaeras Forest where we are in a training camp. The
elusive Sgt. Mead has once again disappeared from the
Platoon, this time to train recruits in B Coy. for a month.
We hope he will come back refreshed from the restcure !
We welcome to Cyprus the families of Sgts. Atkins and
Mead, who arrived on the Dilwara with many others. Mrs.
Atkins almost became mixed up in a riot on her first day
on the island.
After the monotony of C.B.S. Camp it is a great relief
to be out in the mountains. Ptes. Lane and Welch some
how managed to catch a hare which went into the pot to
supplement the compo ration. It was the first time Welch
has ever been known to run.
Mortar training has been very low priority lately and
we now reckon that we can compete with any rifle company
at their own game. Next week, however, we are giving a
mortar demonstration to the new recruits.
We gave a demonstration of an ambush to the Com
pany, in which Pte. Lyon " died " dramatically and almost
broke his leg in doing so.
By the time we return to C.B.S. we hope our new tents
will be erected, and we will be comfortably settled in.
M.M.G. Platoon
I have been given the honoured task of bringing the
Platoon's notes up to dale from the time that has elapsed
since the last issue of the Q.O.G. to this very day. This job
is new to me and I thus remain ignorant of the weeks that
have been covered in the last issue, so I start these notes
begging readers to forgive the author if perchance he hap
pens to omit a few events or if on the other hand he causes
readers to quote the wellknown phrase that Major
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Bloodknock of the " Goons " so often uses., " I don't wish
to know that."
Our last few days at Akrades were quite naturally spent
preparing for the Battalion move to Nicosia, but several
members of the platoon were also fully occupied showing
the Royal Artillery about taking over several aspects of the
countryside, and the best tactics to use in dealing with
any village that decided to become awkward. The camp was
left in very good condition and brought words of praise
from the Coy. Comd., and even the C.S.M. had a few com
plimentary words to say. Feelings among members of the
platoon were varied, some favoured the bright lights of
Nicosia, others seemed to prefer the smaller community
life in the more rugged Panhandle.
The R.A.S.C. transport having delivered us safely to
C.B.S. Camp, we only too soon realised that all the rumours
we had heard regarding this new location proved to be only
too true. However the Battalion is by now fully qualified
in the tactics of cleaning and, what now faces the platoon
is not a task that is beyond us. The bright lights of Nicosia
have already proved too secondrate and the vast majority
find that the entertainment provided within the camp proves
adequate, especially as far as money questions are
concerned.
A soldier does not usually appreciate the idea of being
issued with more kit, for he has to sign for it, and unfortun
ately several new articles have been issued for operations
in the Troodos Mountains. This kit is at the moment being
tested in these mountains and the platoon now finds itself
at the company base camp which is situated twenty miles
from Nicosia at an approximate height of two thousand five
hundred feet. The surrounding area is very beautiful with
a dense growth of tall pine trees and steep hillsides, but,
however picturesque the countryside may appear to the
passing tourist, the average soldier views it from a different
angle, for his is the task of patrolling the area on foot. But
the change is, I am sure, being appreciated by one and all.
We are sorry to see L/Cpl. Eggleton go and try his
luck in Civvy Street, but we wish him the best of luck. His
departure was rather a hurried one for he was told one even
ing at 10.30 that he was flying the following morning and
true enough he had his Naafi break in London. However
we have three new A/L.Cpls., namely Newman, Wickert
and Wood, and we wish them good luck in their new
appointments. Also promoted we have L.Cpls. Dick and
Leonard to the rank of Cpl., we congratulate them.
Finally, last, but not least, we wish our new Company
Commander, Major H. B. H. Waring, the very best of luck
in his new appointment. Major T. V. Upton has left us on
compassionate leave.
Tomorrow the gunners hope to plant their flag a few
hundred feet higher than our present location and we are
confident that with flying bedsteads like Pte. Hatcher we
shall have no difficulty whatsoever in this task.
The Gunners.
A/Tank Platoon
The Platoon moved with the rest of the Battalion from
the hills to the arid flat riverside plain on 12th November,
and ever since then life has been spent in (a) putting up
tents, (b) pulling down tents, (c) moving stores, (d) searching
for missing jet 'planes, and finally, last, but not least, spend
ing five very enjoyable days in the mountains. Here the
weather was much warmer than the plains and consequently
morale was much higher.
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Finally, amalgamation seems to be " the rage " these
days and not to be outdone, the antitanks have temporarily
joined up with the Assault Pioneers—so we are now either
the "assault tanks" or the "antipioneer" platoon..
Personally, to show no prejudice "The Assorted Almonds "
is preferable.
Assault Pioneer Platoon
Well, here we are at C.B.S. Camp, and the " bull " has
started already.
One cannot walk a step without being
bawled at. One is " hounded from dawn to dusk."
We have lost Jim Berry, who was not at all sorry to go
on demobilisation, and we all envy him.
Nothing of interest has happened (does it ever ?) but
Nicosia is a slight improvement after Akrades, even though
things are not what they might be.
We look forward to going up into the hills at Troodos,
as the change of air and scenery will doubtless do us good.
Also, we will be able to cook our own meals, which we find
is always an improvement on digesting the wierd experi
ments of others.
There are the usual amount of rumours flying about,
but none of any permanent meaning or interest. We
continue as usual.
The Lionhearts.

H.Q. C O M P A N Y
Coy. H.Q.
Once more we commence our monthly session of blank
vigil at the typewriter, waiting for the inspiration which
the niggardly Muse so constantly denies us.
However, we will proceed without his aid. Viz., we
are now in a new camp and the turmoil of the move shows
no immediate sign of abating. Christmas preparations fill
in. the gaps between one flap and the next, and life, as
usual, continues to rush past at a phenomenal rate. Tent
fires are now in season and all the best people are having
them. It is very cold.
First impressions of this C.B.S. place were rather
striking. It seemed enormously remote, as if the collection
of ragged tents which go to make it up had been pitched
in the centre of a large lunar crater (Aristarchus, for
example), but, unfortunately, one soon found that this
LimboLand atmosphere was completely ruined by that
contemporary of the Hydrogen Bomb, the JUKE BOX
(pronounced, with disbelief and withering disdain, "Jook
Box "). All day long this diabolical machine batters at our
sensibilities with its "Songs of Simian" and if, for any
reason, the stream of depraved gargling noises should be
interrupted; a gramophone fills the breach and proudly
keeps the flag of Inane Cacophony flying.
The Coy. Commander liked the place at first sight in
spite of this grave disadvantage, and gracefully accepted
the inadequacy and draughtiness of his new office with a
cheerful observation on the beneficent effects of fresh air.
We, made of less stern, stuff, applied ourselves with frenzy,
to the task of stapling shut all the holes in our office
(blocking the larger ones with old blankets) and have been
trying for almost three weeks now to make it warmer.
Stoves are no use as the holes in the roof are too large
even for blankets, and none of the contractors sell hot
water bottles. However, we console ourselves in the thought
that winter is a very short season.

C/Sgt. Barton and L/Cpl. Skylark enjoy the comfort
of a tin hut (a flabbergasting injustice, as everyone knows
that they are the least deserving members of the department)
as do L/Cpl. Thorpe and Owly Older whose new arms store
is bigger and better by far than the converted rabbit hutch
to which they were consigned at Dhavlos.
Newcomers this month are many and various. We
have Kangaroo McKenna in the Coy. Stores, who has just
signed on for ninety years with no option, Pte. Walker,
the most promisingly surly apprentice storeman we have
seen in, many a muchtoolong month, and, straight from
the pages of Edgar Allan Poe, " Lightning Thorne
This
astounding man deserves a paragraph all to himself but, to
deal with him briefly, it will be sufficient to say that if sent
out, in his official capacity of Coy. Runner, to buy a post
age stamp, he will return (in less than three hours, normally)
with balls of string, tins of kerosene, sledge hammers and
packets of sandwiches, but not, unfortunately, with the least
idea of what he had started out to do in the first place.
A now quite commonplace addendum to Coy. Detail is
our little paragraph: " LOST—one large Thorne—Finder
please return to this office A.S.P.!"
The C.S.M. has left us now and lives in a house. A
real live house with doors and windows and a garden. Mrs.
C.S.M. arrived at last, after much anxiety and weeks of
seasickness, and has now reassumed command of the
domestic affairs of our number one, much to his satisfaction.
We hope that, unlike most of us, she will enjoy her stay
in Cyprus.
Cpl. Kerr is now in, his glory and is COSing as never
before, getting up at all times of the night to attend staff
parades, and walking everywhere with his little stick waving
briskly and smartly at his side. This is the first time he
has ever had a little stick to twiddle and so we must view
his passionate delight in it with indulgent good humour.
The acquisition of a Stick, so he tells us, is one of Life's
Landmarks, and who are we to question a Coy. Orderly
Sergeant ? (Actually, this venomous attack may be
attributed to the fact that we were not given a little stick
also, and are, therefore, consumed with envy.)
We have run out of things to say about Pte. Stanley,
having lavished them all on earlier contributions with
little or no thought for the future. He continues, in a
tasteful and discreet manner to forget only the most
important " items to be mentioned " in his masterly render
ings of Coy. Routine Orders, and for this contempt of the
trivial we commend him.
L/Cpl. Pritchard has retired from public life (as far
as possible) and is fasting in preparation for the Advent
of the Pink Book. The visitation is near at hand, and, in
his periods of meditation, he may be oft heard quoting the
delightful lines with which we leave you :
" Sunset and evening star,
And one clear call for me.
And may there be no moaning at the Cpls.' Bar
When. I put out to sea."
Dementia Praecox.
Signal Platoon
Having filled two ten ton trucks with their kit and
having moved most of H.Q. Coy.'s furniture, the Signal
PI. was at last permitted to leave Dhavlos for Nicosia.
After Dhavlos, C.B.S. Camp at first seemed an entertainment
highlight, but soon many people ventured further afield in,to
Nicosia. However, most of us found two main snags to
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Nicosia, firstly the incredible expense, secondly the ageold
problem of the evertiresome Red Caps. Anyway, owing to
EOKA's unfriendliness, the Old City is now Out of Bounds.
Most of the platoon have now been up to Troodos
with the Coys. Generally speaking they have enjoyed
themselves, but seem to think it is rather cold up there.
Several amusing incidents have occurred during these
operations, one in particular when one bright signaller
neglected to take any batteries up with him. However,
they did manage to establish communications by 'phone and
S.O.S. for some batteries.

of that " beautiful " colour so hated by all who live in
England and loved by the people who serve overseas. So
much so did the rains fall that a hasty evacuation of staff
was needed from the tent that certain personnel were
occupying in the course of their duties. A rapid redeploy
ment of space has now been affected and all the members
of the Orderly Room are now sitting smugly under one
roof. It would appear that our position in, the Orderly
Room in the present temperamental weather has caused
some en.vy in the breast of a certain small bird which, on
most mornings, can be seen hurling itself against the same
window with the idea of affecting an entrance for reasons
best known to itself.
Apart from other duties the Orderly Room contribute
certain personnel available during the daytime for fire
duties and on one morning in the early hours, Pte. Dann,,
Pte. Barton 996 and Cpl. Wilson were succesful in
combating a fire which occurred in the Officers' Mess
Showers.
The other members of the Orderly Room Staff, Pte.
Barton 996 and Pte. Barton 128 continue calmly on in the
course of their duties. The latter combating the vagaries
of Q(Mov) and the former accomplishing remarkable feats
of paper production on the "X" machine.

Ptes. English and "Taffy" Moore have recently decided
that their talents are wasted in the Signal PI. and have
taken up duties in the Regimental Police and Royal Signals
respectively. Ptes. Begley and Adams have retired to
B.M.H. for medical reasons, perhaps due to their arduous
patrols in EOKA infested country ! We sincerely hope
they are well on their way to recovery and that they will
soon be back amongst the Platoon once again. Pte.
Fissenden has had cause to worry over his prerelease
course, but has just heard and is well on the way to "demob."
Colours is about to start off on a totally different scheme,
" Civvy Street." He tells us that he is going into the Post
Office.
We wonder whether communications will be
radically changed and instead of dialling on our telephone
we will have to use correct voice procedure.

Q.M. Staff
This morning a signal was received by the Quarter
master. subject "Q.O.G. Notes," with frantic headscratching
all round such remarks as, " Surely it isn't a month ago
we wrote our last notes?" were heard. I must say for your
scribe, at least, the last month seems to have passed by
with exceptional speed. Possibly the second move of the
"Q" world to the camp recently vacated by 37 Field Regt.
R.E., has helped the days along. Anyway, we are all now
settled into our somewhat luxurious stores and offices and
the Unit Pioneers seem to be really happy with their new
workshop, to judge from the hammering, smell of glue
and storms of sawdust. Ptes. Tubby and Pearce are making
great headway with " things " for the Children's Christmas
Party (I have been assured that the sixinch nails in the
Slide are not a form of brake).
In the Clothing and G1098 Stores painting seems to be
the present necessity, what with white lines on the floor
and green racks, we are in for quite a technicolour life.
The storemen all worked quite hard on their arrival here,
boxes were unpacked and their contents laid out on racks

During the past few days little has been seen of Pronto
and Pronto Minor. General field of thought points to the
latest influx of wives to Cyprus. Or is it ? (NO !)
On this note the Signal PI. would like to wish a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year to everyone.
Bn. Orderly Room
Since our last notes we have settled firmly into our
new location and the organisation, of the B.O.R. is working
smoothly as ever. While the panorama of the sea, which
we had at Dhavlos, is missed to some extent, there is
consolation in the fact that when the winter is over we
shall reap the benefit of the contiguous trees and their
foliage, bearing in mind that Nicosia itself is in, the same
position as the Air Ministry roof in London, so far 'as
temperature readings are concerned.
The staff here is still the same and the only one at
present with his eye on a " certain date" is Pte. Pain.ter
who, it is noticed, has concocted the usual chart affecting
his service and superimposed it on a map showing the sea
and air routes to the U.K. Pte. Emburey of " Skiffle"
group fame has been coopted into the Band and appears
to be looking forward with a certain amount of relish to
the change of employment. In his place we welcome Pte.
M. Bates, who recently arrived on the latest draft from the
Depot in early December. Pte. Dann, the Part I I/I II Order
Clerk has just come back from a short religious course and
would appear to be refreshed mentally at least. The
"marrieds" of the Orderly Room, O.R.S. Marshall and
Cpl. Wilson appear to be enjoying life and it is understood
that certain members of the junior staff have volunteered
for " baby sitting ". It is noticed that this arduous duty
seems to be combined with alchoholic beverages ! The
weather here, while not of the variety being experienced
by the lucky individuals in England, is still rather of an
undetermined nature. At the moment of writing the sun
is shining brilliantly, yet, quite recently, the skies have been
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with an alarming alacrity, no doubt they are becoming
quite proficient at it after the many moves during the last
year or so.
The R.Q.M.S., Sgt. Shields and Cpl. Hurley now have
their families with them so that completes the " marrieds "
of our little community. Welcome ! !
Yet another farewell has been said since last month.
Pte. McRae left for home and his feathermattress at the
end of last month. Good luck in your new occupation
" Mac ", drop in and see us when we get home.
Now the time has come once again to say, not only
cheerio, but from all of us to everybody, everywhere, a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
The Quartermongers.
Band
Herewith our first notes from this wonderful island of
Cyprus; this gem set in the beautiful blue waters of the
Mediterranean, this island paradise in the sun . . . who's
trying to kid who ?
However, as promised, we left U.K. on the Dilwara
on the 31st October, 1957, and after " rocking and rolling "
through the Bay, we levelled out a bit when we turned the
corner and were able to get down to some entertaining. We
were not suffering alone, as the Band of the Welch Regt.
were also on board with their Battalion, and massed bands
became the order of the day, which is always good fun. We
gave Military Band and Dance Band Concerts and also
played for the odd dance. Everyone was most pleased with
our performances and great credit must go the Band C/Sgt.
Clark, who was in charge of the Band. Well done Colours,
and incidentally congratulations on the crown.
Mr. Watkins could not come with us, as War Office
put their foot down very firmly, and said that he would stay
in U.K. to sit for the p.s.m. examination on 4th. 5th and 6th
November. Our heartiest congratulations. Sir, on confound
ing the critics and passing four of the five subjects at your
first attempt, 75 per cent is a heck of a lot of percentage,
and with 80 per cent as your lowest mark you must have
been hiding your light under a bushel.
We arrived at Limassol, and disembarked on Monday,
1 Ith November, where we found the Bandmaster on the
Quayside waiting for us, he had flown out the previous
Saturday, and we were then all complete once again. From
there it was on the vehicles, load kit, unload kit, etc., and
eventually we arrived at C.B.S. Camp. Nicosia, about 12.30
p.m. and realised that we were well and truly fixed.
However it is nice to be back with the Battalion, even
if we didn't want to leave Maidstone, and to see quite a
few of the old faces still around. We have settled in as well
as possible and have a couple of Dance Band engagements
lined up for the near future, so we will soon get into our
stride.
We would like to welcome Major M. G. M. Archer,
M.C., back as Band President, and hope that he will be
able to stand us longer than the last time, September—
October, 1953.
Some of the married members haven't wasted time;
Cpl. Drakes and L/Cpls. Cloke, Newton and Barrett have
all managed to fix themselves up with mansions and are now
eagerly awaiting the day when they will be able to live in
them.
We have at last managed to catch up with Ptes. Davies
and Embury, and now have them safely in the fold. Also

Dmr. Eke has at last broken his shank of the Bugle and
joined the Band (Major T.N.F., please note).
The next move is Christmas festivities, when we will
be very much involved, and we hope to bring you full
details in our next edition.
Faggott.
M.T. Section
The move to the camp across the road has now. at
long last, been completed. When the M.T.O. gave per
mission that drivers could use their vehicles for the move,
trucks seem to fly in all directions. But if anyone else
wanted one, that was another matter. Sgt. Henden and
his seven dwarfs were seen over in the old camp cleaning
up the remains. Cpl. "Jingles" Gordon had the best job,
moving the G 1098 stores over. It was all going well until
the idle chaps left the trucks loaded when they were needed.
Never mind, put in for overtime, you may be lucky. The
M.T.O. might "shell out" at Christmas.
Lt. J. E. Grubb can be seen now perched in a huge
wooden chair, plus arms, and resembling some big politician
during voting periods. He is now working out repayment
a miles.
for journeys at a
Now that nearly all the
families are here, the three different coloured routes will
be in operation. All we must do now is find the drivers
who know all the back alleys of Nicosia to complete the
details. The map of the area looks very complicated with
many coloured name flags, so lets hope it all works out.
We have had to say goodbye to Pte. " Erbie " Watson
who left with a sudden departure. He had one hour to
pack and get to Waynes Keep 1 ransit Camp. After much
flapping with his bosom pal, "Porky" Porter, nearly in
tears, he left us for home. We have since heard from him
and he is very pleased to be in that uncertain world called
Civvy Street. We all wish him the best of luck for the
future. Only one new arrival has reached us recently, one
Pte. Jaques, exSignals, ex"A" Coy., exanything.
Let's
hope his stay with us will be a long and happy one.
The servicing team has broken up after being put to
the test at Dhavlos, and all members are now distributed
among us. Pte. Malyan has now joined the main group.
Miscellaneous, whose vehicles are never used. Pte. Porter
is once again seated high up in a Bedford, and no blocks
on the pedals.
He must have grown recently !
The
vehicle has been V.O.R. for a few weeks being " clone up "
by the R.E.M.E. L.A.D. Speaking of the L.A.D., under
the firm guiding hand of Sgt. Bennie, work seems to be
turned out at a first rate speed ! Well done, lads, but don t
forget those 5 V.O.R. 3 tonners round the back, will you ?
The sour part of our notes this month are the recent
fires in the lines. We still have not decided as to their cause,
but something seems to be wrong. Perhaps it is those little
green men (Mekons) again. Who knows ? An occupant
of one of the tents was Pte. Maynard, the M.T.O.'s batman.
It took him all day to get a new B.D. Blouse. They should
close all those teabars in the other camp ! ! !
The Mekons.

Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
" T h e Q.O.G." t o their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commandor to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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SERGEANTS' MESS
Scene: Sgts.' Mess and approach.
Time: 1830 hrs. second week in C.B.S. camp.

ACT I
Member approaches Mess with view to purchasing
liquid refreshments, opens door, falls flat on his face over
tin of paint.
Voice from Aloft: "You clumsy big oaf! Can't you
look where you are going? "
Member: "Fancy putting a tin of paint ! ! ! ! ! "
Voices from Aloft: "Are you trying to tell us our
job? " (quartet burst into song). " Too many chiefs and
not enough Indians."
Exit member barwards, ears aburning.

ACT II. At the bar.
Member: " Carlsburg, please."
Denim Clad Figure with Saw in Hand: " Got none."
Member: "Tuberg, then, please."
DCFWS1H: "Got none."
Member: " Brandy lemon."
DCFWSIH: "Got none."
Member: "What's wrong with this bar? Don't they
sell drinks now? "
DCFWSIH: "No. The bar is in the dining room."
Member makes hurried exit to the strains of
"Too many chiefs and not enough Indians."

A CT III.

Enter Band C/Sgt. Clark (President, Messing
Committee).
Chorus: "More food for the workers."
Band C/Sgt.: "&: :£XXX? :)£§"t," or words to that
effect.
Voice Aloft: "Oops! Sorry."
Exit Band C/Sgt. dripping in cream and grey paint.
Chorus, Finale, Swish! Swish! Bang! Bang!: "More
beer for the workers."
Enter Band C/Sgt. (with sandwiches) and member (with
beer), both slip on paint, spilling food and beer.
Chorus: " More tears for the workers."
::
Curtain!
::
Artists taking part:—
Painters—C.S.M. Bones Smith, C.Q.M.S. Dick Barton,
Sgt. Roy Kelly, Sgt. Ron. Henden (black paint only), Sgt.
Harry Proctor (foreman).
Carpenter—C.S.M. Bill Bradshaw, Sgt. Tiddler Tice
hurst (foreman).
Props.—R.Q.M.S. George Simpson.
This play was enacted for three days and nights during
the redecorating of the Mess and the building of the new
bar.
The end product was, as all agree, a credit to our
unskilled workers, and I am sure that it is now the smartest
Mess in Nicosia. Our only regret is that there were no
KOYLI (pronounced Kay, Oh, Why, Ell, Eye) members
present to see the transformation. We have had many
visitors to the Mess since, and they all agree that it is a
job well done.
Our Saturday Socials started with a swing, with Roy
Kelly keeping us all amused, our "Take Your Pick " raffle,
community singing, and so on. From attendances in the
last few weeks, it appears that our guests and members
enjoy these gettogethers. During the evening of our first
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social, R.S.M. Parker presented C.S.M. Ken Wilde with
his tankard, and wished him a successful U.K. tour. Ken
replied that he felt like a change " and was going to get
married on arrival in Blighty." We hope he doesn't need
another change in a few years. C.S.M. Bert King is back
among us after his U.K. tour, and has been troubled ever
since arrival by Sgt. (Little Richard) Lowe, R.A.E.C., tell
ing him to " Get some in." Prison Warden Arthur Dallon
has paid us a few visits since we arrived.
He hasn't
changed much, except for the widening of his hair parting,
but that is kept well polished in the true Queen's Own style.
Many more wives have arrived now, and our nightly
bar profits have, of course, suffered. This is not due to
the " thumb," but to the distance they live away from
the Mess.
With Christmas at the door we are fully occupied with
preparing for the draw, decorating the Mess, and this year
organising the children's Christmas party, which will include
a ride in a " space ship," piloted by Sgt. Ron Henden.
Doc. Roberts has flown home to spend Christmas with
his mother, and was last seen giving the pilot an F.F.I.
In conclusion, we would like to thank our many
friends for their Christmas cards and greetings, and to wish
everybody near and far a Very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
Bottoms up!

1

BN. SOCCER TEAM

We have had a busy month. As soon as we reached
Nicosia we joined in with the local Major Units League,
having missed the first six rounds. Our first match was
against the 1st Bn. The Wiltshire Regiment at home, on
23rd November. They were a strong side who had played
together all the season and we did very well only to be
beaten 32. Then on 30th November, again at home, we
were narrowly beaten 54 by 188 Radar and S.L. Bty., R.A.
Apart from these games, a good number of trial matches
have been held and it is only now after a month that we
are getting a firm idea of whom our good players are.
Certainly we have some promising material and it is only a
question of these players learning to play as a team and we
will have a very respectable side, and whose chances should
be good in the Island Cup next month.
Tt should be mentioned that we are fortunate to have a
very good pitch just outside our Camp on which we are
able to play our league games and also any games within
the Bn. As a result a lot of soccer is played and the general
standard in the Bn. is encouragingly high.

RUGBY

FOOTBALL

The Bn. arrived in Nicosia with no idea of the rugby
potential in its midst. The fact that there is only one army
ground in Nicosia proved an additional handicap, but form
is now beginning to clarify and although the forwards are
not the same huge and formidable collection that repre
sented the Bn. last season they have plenty of spirit. The
backs are undoubtedly very much faster and given adequate
supply of the ball will prove too much of a handful for
most teams in the Nicosia Area. Outstanding players in the
team are 2/Lt. Colgate and Pte. Humphries. Others selected
to play in Army Trials are Pte. Hoff, Cpl. Dick, L/Cpl.
Floyd and Pte. Hutchins. Results to date are: —
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Won 223
1 R.W.K. versus Locusts 'A'
The Locusts are a team composed in theory of the local
civilians. In practice they call on many army players. In this
first game against their Wednesday XV the battalion team
was chosen on reputation and surpassed all expectations in
beating this side.
1 R.W.K. versus 1 Inf. Wksps. .. Won 110
Despite a last minute I.S. operation which deprived the
side of several players and forced us to play with only 14
men, this game was won more comfortably than the score
suggests.
I R.W.K. versus Locusts
..
Won 170
This game was played against the full Locust side which
had previously only lost narrowly to the powerful R.A.F.
Nicosia side and which was reinforced by two enormous
Military Policemen in the second row. Despite this the pack
played with elan and obtained a good share of the ball which
enabled full use to be made of the speed of the wings. Pte.
Humphries was on the mark with his kicks and although
reduced to 14 men at one stage, by injury to 2/Lt. Robertson
who was kicked in the eye, the team responded to the
challenge and never looked like being beaten.
1 R.W.K. 'A' versus 8 Inf. Wksps Won 200
At least nine first team players were not playing in the
match which was remarkable only for the emergence from
semiretirement of Charles Tarver and a dropped goal
from the hockey boot of 2/Lt. Johnston (the captain turned
quite green with envy).
1 R.W.K. versus 3 Inf. Bde
..
Won 630
As the score suggests 3 Inf. Bde. were a weak side. The
only other comment that needs to be made is that if Capt.
Dobson's kicking had been accurate in the first half the
score would have been even bigger.
1 R.W.K. versus Locusts
..
Won 106
This was a hard and very enjoyable game before which
the Locusts had talked of getting their revenge. In the event
Humphries kicking decided the issue.
1 R.W.K. versus 1 R. Berks
..
Won 233
Although this game was won by a very comfortable
margin in the 50 minutes played it was not a very neat
game and at one time or another three players were oil the
field with injuries. The last of these was 2/Lt. Coningham
whose injury turned out to be a broken leg which kept him
confined to his bed over Christmas. We hope to see him up
and about again shortly.
1 R.W.K. versus 1 Wilts.
1st Round of the Army Cup .. Won 236
1 R.W.K. team.— Fullhack, L/Cpl. Winter, Three
quarters, Cpl. Dick, L/Cpl.. Floyd, 2/Lt. Robertson, 2/Lt.
Johnston; Halfbacks, Capt. Dodson, Pte. Carr; Forwards,
Cpl. Garland, Pte. HofT, 2/Lt. Hoare, 2/Lt Leckie, Pte.
Cooper, Pte. Hutchins, Cpl. Orsler, Pte. Humphries.
The score in this match was made up of five tries
scored by L/Cpl. Floyd (2), 2/Lt. Robertson, Pte. Hum
phries (2). Three of these were converted by Pte. Humphries
and one by Capt. Dodson when Humphries was off the
field injured. The Wiltshires score consisted of a penalty
goal and a dropped goal. This match was the last to be
played in 1957 during which the record of the side reads: —
Played 8, Won 8, Points for 189, Points against 18.

4 th

5 th

BATTALION

Coinings and goings
"ANY people may have noticed that
we now have two Quartermasters.
This is because Capt. Stephens is about
to leave us. We are not going to say
goodbye to him yet as his posting has
been so fraught with uncertainties that we
may find our farewells premature. We
can, however, welcome his relief, Lt. Eric
Hoggart. He is no stranger to the Bn.,
since he braved the rigours of Castlemartin with us and
ought to know by now more or less what he is in for.
Camp 1958
We can now give a little more information about
Camp. Volunteers will find one welcome change from
Castlemartin. Barry Camp lies more or less midway (about
10 miles either way) between Dundee and Arbroath, both
flourishing holiday resorts with all the trimmings: cinemas,
dance halls, swimming pools and what not. A 15 minute
bus service passes the Camp entrance. Ordinary people
actually pay to come and look at the scenery, of which there
is a great deal only a few miles inland. Within a rifle
shot of the Camp are excellent sandy beaches with good
safe bathing for those hardy enough. Those who like
golf will not need to be told that this is the area in which
the game was invented. Most golf links in Scotland are
public, so that all comers can get a game, with no more
formality than that of paying the green fee. Carnoustie
is practically on the doorstep.
T.A.R.A. competitions
We are pleased to note that the Bn. figured once any
way in the Prize List recently published. Congratulations
to our L.M.G. pair, Maj. Large and C.S.M. Cleggett, who
came 10th, equal with several others.
Congratulations
To Capt. and Mrs. Newman on the birth of a
daughter.
To Capt. and Mrs. Goodwin on the birth of a son.

M'

NEWS

FROM

"A"

COMPANIES

COMPANY

Readers will no doubt have remarked upon the absence
of news from " A " Coy. in last month's issue. This was
due to the regrettable fact that the only person in the
Coy. able to write was stricken down with 'flu. Tn order
that some news will always reach the Editor, it has been
decided that a second person shall receive intensive coaching
during the coming months in the art of writing.
On 12th November the Coy. darts team visited "C"
Coy. 4th Bn. The Buffs, to play the first round of the Kent
T.A. Competition. The match was very close and ended
with a win for us by two legs to one. The victory may
be largely attributed to the initiative shown by Mr. George,
who before the match commenced thoroughly demoralised
our opponents by demonstrating his own brand of dart
throwing. After pinning two of the enemy to the wall
by their ears, their team was so nervous that a victory for
us was inevitable. On 21st November we entertained H.Q.
Coy.'s team for the second round. Unfortunately Mr.
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George was not present to adopt his previous tactics and
we were soundly beaten by two straight legs. We would
point out, however, that dart playing does not appear on
" A" Coy.'s Training Programme, as judging by their
prowess, it must do on that of H.Q. Coy. Despite the
remarks made during the course of the evening, we were
really pleased to have an opportunity to entertain H.Q.'s
team, and hope to avenge our defeat sometime.
Tuesday, 19th November, saw "A" Coy. at full
strength. Needless to say this unprecedented event was
occasioned by the Bounty payout. Fortunately immedi
ately following the pay parade, a conference for all ranks
was called by the O.C. This was a deliberate move on the
part of the O.C. to prevent most of the banknotes from
ending up on the wrong side of the bar.
First aid has been receiving top priority on recent
Drill Nights in the hope that at least a glimmer of know
ledge on this subject will be shown by our team in the
forthcoming competition. It seems to be more a question
of picking the five least worst for the team than the five
best. Anyway we don't make the same mistake twice. It
is now known (following the last first aid competition) that
a man with a large hole in his chest is not given a cigarette
as part of the treatment for shock.
The news that we are Scotland bound next year has
been greeted with mixed feelings in the Coy. Sgt. Cavanagh
was rather anxious lest his new long haircut will prevent
the easy passage of a kilt over his head. On the other
hand. C.Sgt. "Jock" Hughes has always wanted to bring
a haggis up with the rations.
P.S. 10th December: We managed to come second to
H.Q. Coy. in the first halfround of the First Aid Competi
tion. Higher marks would have been scored in the team
test had the team recognised the long wire plate rack as
splints. As it was, the greater part of our score was made
for conveying the patient from one end of the Drill Hall
to the other without tipping him off the stretcher.

" B " COMPANY
Training.—The Coy. were kept well occupied during
the month with a variety of training and social activities.
Most members of the Coy. now know the basic principles
of signalling and, given the opportunity of practice out
of doors when the weather improves, should be quite
competent for next camp. " Romeo," " Juliet " and similar
extraordinary selections for the N.A.T.O. phonetic alphabet
however still find
us stuttering occasionally. We are
represented at Civil Defence training on Monday evenings
at C.D. Headquarters, which maintains interest in this
subject and our other training has included map reading
and practice for the forthcoming First Aid Competition,
for which we are hosts.
Recruiting.—Our recruiting is coming along steadily by
comparison with earlier months and at the time of writing
have just talked one Mr. Daws into joining our ranks. He
was a Gunner during his National Service in 1949 and 1950,
so is not entirely new to soldiering. We bid him welcome
and hope he will enjoy his time with us.
Sport.—The Coy. darts team goes from strength to
strength. We entertained a team from R.A.M.C., Ditton,
and despatched them rather late in the evening beaten but
in good heart. More recently we made a successful trip
to Tonbridge, where H.Q. Coy. came off second best.
Under the heading of indoor sport we must also report
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that lour representatives will be attending the Chairman's
Ball at the Orpington Civic Hall and are looking forward
very much to an enjoyable evening, which we hope will
further cement the excellent relations we have with our
Civic Authorities.
Social.—As readers will know, we now have a regular
monthly Social, which we term a " Ladies' Night," and a
very successful and enjoyable evening was held on the
30th November. The next one will be on the 4th January,
when we hope to serve a supper and make it a really
bumper " do." Whether we are going to face complications
in the formations of a " Club " remains to be seen, but the
ladies are beginning to look forward to their evening and
are now more inc.ined to release their menfolk for T.A.
work.
A fair proportion of our members attended the Service
of Remembrance at the Orpington War Memorial on
Remembrance Sunday, which was followed by a Church
Service. Our numbers on parade, however, were rather
overshadowed by those of other voluntary organisations
and preService units. We hope that by next year we shall
have a better showing.

"C"

COMPANY

We had no parade on 5th November — members were
enjoying their own Guy Fawkes bonfires. One wonders
whether the British are really so frustrated as to have
descended to the depths of purely vicarious action !
" C " Coy. allowed local residents to watch TV without
our interference from 31 sets on 10th November, when,
after the Town Memorial Service, at which a wreath was
laid, the Coy. held a Map Reading Training Day — a series
of indoor lectures followed by a short expedition to the
misty summit of Star Hill. Poor visibility allowed imagina
tion to run rife and we have since discovered that many
blulTs were allowed uncalled when hay stacks were claimed
to be churches with spires !
Confronted with a first aid examination in December,
the training programme was swiftly violated to include
some first aid instruction. Having won the B. competition
last year — without the aid of medics and ambulance men
— and with the inclusion in the team of the Coy. Comd,
we are anxious to win again. However, we have lost Sgt.
Ebbs temporarily and we shall miss his great practical
knowledge — gained, we are told, from close nursing
relationships !
We are glad that C.S.M. D. Baker is now settled in
a house at Dunton Green — the first P.S.I, since World
War II to live in the Sevenoaks area. We have started
a Cadre Training Programme which will last until May,
including all the things we have been ordered to include
and also many things, by the Coy. Comd., for the good
of our souls !
Three more recruits have been signed on and we
really have a body of men on parade in the evenings
now. We hope that the much vaunted and long hoped
for recruiting campaign that is supposed to have started
will produce some results.
The Coy. has a week's break at Christmas, although
doubtless our knowledge of first aid and nuclear physics
will help us over the festive troubles of burned fingers and
brandy snaps and being atomised by space guns ! Bon
Noel.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

20

" D " COMPANY
We are happy to report that we have, subject to the
approval of the powers that be, secured another recruit
— one Godwyn, who was attested on the 10th, having
successfully passed his medical.
Rumour has it that someone also has put in an
application to transfer from another unit — without any
encouragement on our part.
As far as the training is concerned, this is, of necessity
largely dominated by first aid, in the first place because
if we are to put forward any sort of a team next week
any time that we have has obviously to be devoted
to this subject. vSecondly, there is the little matter of
the emphasis in the current training programme which is
placed upon shooting. With all due respect, we do find
it rather difficult without any rifles, as these were taken
from us two weeks ago. but have not so far been returned.
We were sorry to learn last night that Sgt. Green was
in the railway smash last week and was in the rear coach
of the train, but. apart from finding himself in an elevated
position and having sustained a damaged kneecap (not
serious) he does not appear to have come to any harm.
On Saturday we are holding our most ambitious pro
gramme since the spring, in the shape of a social. These
are always very much an unknown quantity, but possibly
lured by the promise of Maj. Bobby and his skiffle group,
we are hoping for an attendance of one hundred plus.

SUPPORT C O M P A N Y
This has been a very quiet month and there is very
little to report except routine evening training, which has
mainly covered first aid, under the instruction of the St.
John Ambulance Brigade.
During one of their lectures we had two real casualties
as two members of the Coy. passed out owing to a gas leak.
The instructors tried varied methods of reviving them, but
Capt. Ogilvie did the trick in the end as they rapidly
revived when he slowly waved their Bounty in front of
their eyes. We understand there is now going to be an
amendment to the First Aid Manual on. how to revive T.A.
personnel.
We hope the Adjutant's new addition to his family
will be signed on at the nearest Drill Hall to his home as
the AntiTank PI. would welcome a trained recruit !
We have now reported our existence for this month, so
all that remains for us to do is to wish everyone in the
Bn. a very happy Christmas and a Recruiting New Year to
us all.

" H.O." COMPANY

November has been an odd sort of month with some
thing of that twilight atmosphere which sometimes
accompanies the temporary runningdown of training just
before Christmas. No. 388 Battery was unable to keep
a date with us for a .22 match on the 21st November.
Another engagement for the same evening was, however,
kept with " A " Coy. at Maidstone, where our darts team,
captained by L.Cpl. Beesley and consisting of W.O.I1
Carver, Sgt. Mace and Cpl. Newman, was able to win two
straight games in this leg of the K.T.A. darts tournament.
They were made very welcome by their able (alpha) hosts,
who provided excellent refreshments, both liquid and solid.
The weekend 23rd24th saw our Drill Hall taken
over by Brigade, whose Civil Defence exercise, " Helping
Hand," was held for the Officers of this Brigade. Maj.

Bobby and Capts. CalverJones and Robson, all attended
and expressed pleasure at renewing acquaintanceship with
fellow officers of the other arms in the Bde. As one of
them said, in an enticing sort of way, " Oh, come ooooon
—up to the mess, what."
The various tactical points were illustrated on a
magnificent sand model, the construction of which required
a great deal of painstaking work and for which congratula
tions are due to those involved.
Two other .22 shoots were held during the month, the
K.T.A. postal shoot on the 26th and a match against the
H.G. Rifle Club (who beat us with a score of 322) on the
28th. Our team scores were as follows:
26th
28th
Nov.
Nov.
Sgt. Sales
76
46
Cpl. Heskett
77
51
Pte. Finn
69
53
Cpl. Locke
47
36
Cpl. Barden
71
44
Cpl. Rogers
72
45
412
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We were alarmed to learn that we were shortly to
open a new first aid competition by meeting Support Coy.
on December 10th. A hasty conference was held and a
small band of old sweats was galvanised into revising their
scanty knowledge of elementary medicine. Animated
discussion, and a certain macabre speculation, was stimu
lated by a small St. John pamphlet which gave the following
advice in connection with . . .
HANGING
Do not wait for a policeman but grasp the lower limbs
and raise the body. . .
Opps, excuse me . . .
We are wondering if there is an extra course for W.O.s
and senior N.C.O.s . . . in gynecology, R.Q.M.S. Corke
having successfully become a daddy again. Some of us
would say it was taking practice and training too far.
The Annual Coy. Dinner was held in our Drill Hall
at Avcbury Avenue on Friday, 29th November, when we
were pleased to welcome members of the Coy. and their
guests. Amongst the guests we were pleased to see the
following: Our recently retired Padre, Capt. J. E. Robinson,
Maj. and Mrs. J. H. Brock, Maj. and Mrs. J. L. Large,
Capt. P. J. Goodwin, R.S.M. and Mrs. G. V. K. Watts,
and members of the Bn. H.Q. Civilian Staff.
After a very good dinner, Mrs. J. H. Brock presented
trophies won by the Coy. during the past year.
The prize list, which we are proud to announce, is as
follows:
InterCoy. Shooting Championship—H.Q. Coy.
InterCoy. Football Championship—H.Q. Coy.
Shooting, Champion Soldier—L.Cpl. Allcorn.
Individual M/C Trials Champion—Cpl. Heskett.
Also presented was a tankard from the Sgts'. Mess
to ExSgt. Tom Coulstock.
Whilst dancing was in progress we were indeed
fortunate to have an informal visit from the Brigade Com
mander, Brig. J. B. Ashworth, D.S.O., who moved around
chatting to most of the members present.
Unfortunately the Commanding Officer was unable to
attend, as we were not able to give him sufficient notice
of the actual date of the dinner.
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N the 3rd December, Maj. Weymouth attended a Depot
Commanders' Conference at Depot Queen's — Guild
ford. Many topics of interest to regiments of the Home
Counties Brigade were discussed, among them a cap badge
for the Brigade when amalgamation takes place. It would
appear that the Royal College of Arms have suggested a
Saxon Crown encircling an upright sword surrounded by
a laurel wreath. The Saxon Crown is held to be the only
symbol common to all regiments in the group. Certainly
any attempt to produce a cap badge containing all existing
cap badges is doomed to end up as a writhing mass of
horses, dragons, lambs, castles and feathers.
On 4th of the month. Brigadier Suther, Inspector of
P.T., visited the Depot and watched recruit training under
S/I. Turner and Cpl. Arnold. The " P.T. Kings" seem to
concentrate on the Depot these days, perhaps at the behest
of Major Harry Rawkins, D.O.P.T., whom we are always
glad to see here.
Brigadier Tarver, D.S.O., took the PassingCut Parade
of Cassino and Sangro Pis. on 6th December, and we were
fortunate in having the services of Mr. Sharpe and the
Band of The Buffs, who, having been properly briefed this
time, had brought hymn sheets with them and were able
to accompany the singing at the PassingOut Service. This
was an improvement on last time, when the Service was
said and not sung.
The Area Catering Supervisor, Capt. Slaney, came to
see us on 11th December and awarded marks for the
Festing Trophy—an annual catering competition for units
in Eastern Command. We are believed to be lying in about
third place.
The Depot .22 Shooting Team, under the inspired
guidance of 2nd/Lt. Coles and the patronage of the
C.O., continues to do well in the District League postal
shoots. On the 12th their average was 86.5, although many
of the scores were in the nineties, only to be pulled down
on average by one or two bad shoots.
R.S.M. Hills,
C.S.M. Leach, Cpl. Wall, and Ptes. Gosling. Wrigley and
Weatherley are among the regular team members.
On 14th we officially bade farewell to Lt. Hoggart,
who has taken over as Q.M. of the 4/5 Bn. in place of
Capt. Stephens, whom we welcome to our phantom army
or " held strength."
On the 18th the Children's Christmas Parly was held
under the eagle eye of Mr. Hills, and the N.A.A.F.l. was
filled with children and parents, who were entertained with
a Punch and Judy show and ventriloquial act before sitting
down to tea. After tea, games were played and Father
Christmas was marched under the serving counter and
through a canvas fireplace to the distribution point, where
presents were issued on signature to all children present.
The thanks of all concerned are due to the R.S.M. and his
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helpers for the excellent presents and all arrangements
which made the party a success.
On the 19th the Christmas lunch was served by officers
and sgts. Sgt. Frost and his cooks had dealt nobly by the
N.A.A.F.L turkeys and an anonymous benefactor had
provided free beer for all. The afternoon was spent rather
quietly in preparing for the Christmas holiday.
The rear party this year was led by Sgt. Shoebridge
and Cpl. Westwood. and they are doubtless as thankful as
the Adjt. that all was quiet over the holiday.
New arrivals this month have been comparatively
numerous, since the Depot Permanent Staff are virtually
undergoing a 100 per cent changeover.
C.S.M. Wilde,
M.M., and Sgts. Gordon, D.C.M., and Potts we were particu
larly glad to see. They are taking over in Trg. Coy from
C.S.M. Leach and Sgts. RossGower and Rick wood, who
will be going to 1 R.W.K.. L/Cpls. Wilders. Smallwood
and Graham have been absorbed into the instructing staff
from Cadre courses at Canterbury.
We wish good fortune to those who are leaving us
and who have done such good work here, and hope that
the newcomers will enjoy their tour here.
They have
arrived just in time for the Annual Administrative Inspec
tion on 11 th February.
Last month your correspondent rashly promised a
resume of the fortunes of our soccer team.
When produced this appeared so dismal that it has
been banned from publication. With an ingenuity born
of desperation, the Soccer Officer had advanced various
technical reasons for the 13 goals for and 81 goals against,
A Very Happy and Prosperous New Year to all our
readers; yes, both of you.
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QUEENS OWN
PAShPRESENT
ASSOCIATION
BROMLEY

BRANCH

Our November meeting proved to be of short duration,
thanks to the small amount of business on hand. It was
agreed to cancel our December meeting owing to the last
Saturday of the month being sandwiched in between
Christmas and the New Year, when we could hardly hope
for a good attendance. To keep uptodate we were able
to fix the time for our A.G.M., which will take place at
7.30 p.m. on January 25th, 1958, at the Bromley United
Services Club, 33. London Road, Bromley, when we would
welcome any member of the Regiment or the P.P. Associa
tion, who would care to pay us a visit. After business
it is our usual practice to adjourn to the more salubrious
atmosphere of refreshment and joviality. We had several
visitors, including Harry Wright, of Catford Branch. He
had an object in view, viz., that of introducing Mr. Albert
Moon, from Ypres, Belgium, and Mr. John Shaw, who
acts as his secretary when Mr. Moon is in this country.
A TAPE RECORDING
Mr. Moon having arrived in London at about 9 a.m.
on November 30th last, he " winkled out " Mr. Wright and
explained that he had a tape recording taken from data
from books (left by his late father, an Old Contemptible)
and reproduced in talking form the battles of Hill 60,
Ypres and Zillebeke in the early months of the 191418
War, and wanted to put on as many " shows " as possible
during his vacation here. At once Mr. Wright consulted
the flypage of the Buster, to discover that our monthly
meeting was dated for that evening. They therefore took
the chance to come along, and we Bromley people were
intrigued at the possibility of hearing the sound film played
over for the first time in this country.
It was all very
interesting particularly to those who had been in that area
of Belgium during that time, for it depicted the whole
period of " Hill 60" when it was mined and blown up by
our Engineers (Australian Tunnelling Co.), taken from the
Germans and repeatedly taken and retaken. The 1st Bn.,
The Queen's Own, were much in evidence here, and officers
and O/R.s alike were equally mentioned for acts of bravery.
In addition, some of the other regiments mentioned were
Duke of Wellington's (West Riding), East Surreys, Beds,
and Herts., K.O.Y.L.I, (unfortunately misnamed), K.O.S.B.
(also misnamed), Queen Victoria Rifles (London Regt.),
Cameron Highlanders, Dorsets, South Staffs., etc., etc.
Then followed the horror of the first " gas attack " released
by the Germans at Ypres, for which we on our side had no
means to counter. And it was to be many weeks before
a suitable antidote was devised against this form of war
fare. Zillebeke also had its unenviable time during this
period and was very much in the forefront. The sound
track was completed by an " on the spot" recording in

Ypres of the Belgian way of homage at Remembrancetide,
in which the Imperial War Graves Commission figure,
when members of the old Belgian Army and the British
Settlement at Ypres march side by side to pay their annual
respects to "The Fallen." The recording was narrated by
Mr. Albert Speed, onetime resident of Slough, Middlesex.
MR. E. A. MOON
Mr. Albert Moon is the son of the late Teddy Moon,
onetime member of The Queen's Own and D.C.L.I., who
married a Zillebeke girl after World War I. The younger
Moon was born in Old Kent Road and was only three
weeks old when he was taken to Belgium by his parents,
where they set up a cafe at Hill 60. This cafe is still run
by his widowed mother, in addition to a not inconsiderable
war museum which is being continually added to. also ol
which several Bromley members have photographs. Teddy
Moon worked for the I.W.G.C. for five years before his
death in 1950, and junior is still with the Commission.
During conversation, I mentioned to the latter that I was
in Ypres in 1951 for the rededication of St. George's
Church there, and that I stayed with one George Oxen
bridge (late Queen's Own), a No. 1 foreman on the
I.W.G.C., and to my astonishment Mr. Moon said that he
had worked under him before his retirement to live at
Dartford.
During his stay, Mr. Moon, using his own car, travelled
to Bromley (twice), Maidstone, Birmingham and Bristol, to
give the " Sounding " to interested listeners.
It should be added that he has family interests here —
a sister at Hither Green—hence his frequent journeys. We
of Bromley are much indebted to him and Mr. Shaw, and
thank them for coming along.
Iwuzz Thayre.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH
Oh what a todo there was at the Railway Signal,
Forest Hill, on the 13th of December last, and what a
successful evening our Christmas Social turned out to be.
By virtue of much organisation and hard thinking on
the part of our Committee, and particularly the Social
SubCommittee, everything went off exactly as planned
and an enthusiasm such as is seldom witnessed on the part
not only of Harry Lake, our M.C.— or the 50 or so
present — but also of the band and other people concerned,
made the event an unqualified success.
The band, which consisted of two professional and two
volunteers, were outstanding in their efforts to make the
evening go with a swing, and the way in which everybody
joined in the fun and games had to be seen to be believed.
During the interval, our Chairman presented Mrs. R.
Salmon, our hostess at the Signal, with a bouquet as a
token of our appreciation of the welcome afforded to us
at our H.Q.
Unfortunately, Bob Fielder was not present owing to
a bout of 'flu, which must have been bad to have kept
him away from our do, but Mrs. Fielder came along to
represent the Fielder family. We are pleased to report
that Miriam is going along splendidly and we all hope to
see her out and about again soon.
Bob's absence of course prevented us presenting him
with the Darts Cup, but we can reserve this pleasure for
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another time, unless in the meantime we have another
competition in an attempt to get it off Bob's mantelpiece.
We were sorry, owing to lack of room, that we could
not cast out a general invitation to this do of ours, but
perhaps some day we may do so.
Our next concern is for our Annual Dinner, and on
this last showing we should have no difficulty there, and
then we hope to plan one or two more birthday parties
and what not.
And that, we fear, must be that, for written as it is
in the middle of the Christmas Season, the writer finds
it a little difficult to concentrate on the subject.
Here wishing the members of the P. & P.A. the very
best of New Years.
Elsie.

LONDON BRANCH
For the first time since I joined the London Branch,
.<fter leaving the Service, 1 have managed to miss a meeting,
due, I regret, to the cursed 'flu germ which was so prevalent
in my locality just prior to Christmas. It could not have
come at a worse time for me. The one meeting in the
twelve which brings us most members is the Christmas
meeting. There is always an attendance of more than a
hundred, and all have a jolly good old time, meeting one's
friends, and we always have a bumper number of wives
in attendance.
This occasion was no different. I was represented by
the heir to the Spider's lolly, Derek, who was born with
the 1st Bn. in Trimulgherry in 1934, but who decided the
R.A.F. was a better life than an infantryman's, so only
appears at our functions when asked specially. He took
along part of the rations we had promised, and some sweets
fixed for Ted Tickner. I was very grateful for his assist
ance.
The Chairman, Trefor Thomas, has sent me some
notes to go by, so 1 hope I do not make too much of a
clanger with the information he was kind enough to send
along. I was pleased to hear that back to health and on
parade was Percy Hallett, and that Len and Mrs. Remfry
were also present.
We gave a vote of thanks for the eats which were
made by our ladies, Mesdames Elson, Savage and Fenwick.
There's always willing helpers on these occasions, and
between them they produced a very fine spread for the
large congregation present.
Despite the forebodings of one or two members, the
bar was there for our benefit, and as I wrote in my
November notes, the Committee can be trusted to take over
these odd jobs without the assistance of too many cooks,
who may possibly spoil the broth.
The £10 donation from the funds for the benefit of
the members attending was distributed in the old "Blue
light " manner. Trefor had fixed 100 tickets, value 2s. each,
which were given out to the members who required them.
They all went! ! We shall not know what the general view
on this system was until we meet in January.
As usual, the number of donors of presents was very
high and there were all sorts of gifts of use for the festive
season, supplied by: Gen. Riddel], Cols. Clay, Pulverman,
Elliott, Durtnell, Mines, Majs. A. S. Brendon and Snelgrove,
Messrs. Ballard, Savage, Remfry, Hare, Thomas, Shuffle,

Briddock, De Planque, Mitchell, Colley, Jarmain, Palmer,
Lofts, Page, Atkins.
There were others, but I cannot
decipher all the names. We are very grateful to all these
generous members. The raffle, in fact, produced £11 for
the Benevolent Fund, a goodly total. The lucky winners
included that old warrior of raffle fame, Len Remfry, who
managed to scoop at least five prizes. Well, done, Len!
There were many other winners, of course.
Great thanks are due to our usual band of ladies who
do so much on these occasions, especially Mesdames Savage
and Elson. The bar, of course, look up a fair amount of
space, the room, although quite a large one, never seems
large enough to cope with our Christmas crowd.
I was pleased to hear that the following had turned up
for the show on this occasion, friends we haven't seen for
some months: Busty Cannacotl, now discharged from the
Forces and taking over a groundsman's job with the Kent
County Educational Staff; Col. R. O. Pulverman, who has
been at Shorncliffe for some time; Majs. Bredon and Snel
grove; and old soldier Harry Edwards, happily recovered
from his accident, I hope.
No doubt Trefor welcomed them all, not forgetting
the ladies, including Mrs. Durtnell, Mrs. Clay and Mrs.
Mines.
Len Remfry had brought along the old gavel he used
to bash on the table, a nice gesture, and Trefor began
and ended the meeting with due speed, and the raffle was
soon in progress.
The Chairman thanked the ladies for other very fine
work in the food line, and then Gen. Riddell, our President,
rose to wish everybody the compliments of the season and
for the New Year, giving a message from the Col. of the
Regt., who had hoped to be present but could not manage
it, due to last minute amendments to plans.
Mr. Tickner had visited our Welfare Officer, Timber
Marchant, who was still in hospital, unfortunately, and
Timber was a bit cut up, as onJy Ted Tickner had paid
him a visit. It is undoubtedly a pity, but there is poor old
Timber, who with his old machine dashes around to all
and sundry, only to find that when he is sick and in hospital,
there is very few who can manage to visit him. I do hope
Timber forgives us, but it is not everyone who can manage
to get around as Timber can with his machine.
We can only hope that anyone living near will put
in an occasional visit, that is why Ted Tickner was asked
and did visit Timber. Trefor Thomas has written the latter
a letter and I hope this will clear up the matter.
I
personally hope Timber is soon restored to full health.
He must have been sadly missed at the Christmas Meeting.
It seems odd to hear that he was not able to visit anybody
and to spout his version of the trip.
Hurry up and get well old Timber legs ! I seem to
have missed noting that Maj. Bodger Kemp was also there
for the party. No doubt he enjoyed his evening.
I hear too that Bert Carver has been very ill lately
and the branch sends good wishes for a speedy recovery
from his illness. Nothing has gone right for Bert lately.
Well, here we are now in 1958, hoping for a good
year, peaceful and with a good attendance each month.
Our membership has thrived during the past year and
scarcely a meeting has passed without somebody new join
ing. The Bromley branch correspondent writes of paid
up members. We don't mind non payment, we do mind
non attendance, so pop along and see us once more you
backsliders, we want your company.
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We look to 1958 with hopes of keeping up the good
fellowship of 1957, hoping all our members enjoy good
health and that the frienships renewed over the past few
years continue to flourish, and that we all continue to, as
Harry Elson always asked us to do when we joined the
branch, take an active part in its movement, and that is
a simple thing to do really. Bring in new members and
help in every way you can to keep the branch running
smoothly.
I ask to be forgiven for any wrong names, errors or
information. I'll correct next month.
The Spider.

TONBRIDGE

AND

TUNBRIDGE

for

UNIFORM
Quality Tailored
Garments

WELLS

Our monthly committee meeting, usually held on the
third Wednesday in the month, was this month held on
Thursday, the 19th, owing to the memorial service which
was being held in the Parish Church for those who had
been killed in the train smash at Lewisham on the 4th
December. Many members attended.
In this great tragedy Tollbridge suffered many casual
ties, among which we find the name of Mr. M. J. Banfield.
Mr. Banfield was a member of our Branch and was also
a serving officer in the 2nd Cadet Bn. of the Regiment.
It was, in fact, due to his intention of reporting for
parade that night that he was a passenger on this illfated
train. On all other occasions he did not leave London
until much later.
Our Chairman, in calling for one minute's silence as
a mark of respect, said that he was sure we would all wish
to extend to his parents and friends our sincere sympathy
in their great loss. The Queen's Own, by his untimely
passing, have lost a highly efficient officer.
He was
accorded military honours when he was buried at Ton
bridge on Wednesday, the 11th December.
Mr. A. W. Latter, one of our honorary members, has
passed away since our last meeting, and we would like to
express our sympathy to his family. His son was killed
while serving with the 1st Bn. in Malaya.
News comes to us that Lt.Col. C. H. Keenlyside is
soon to leave for Nyassaland. We shall hope that with
his wife and family he will meet with every success. The
Territorial Army can illafford to lose such men as Col.
Keenlyside.
Few have the understanding of service in
the T.A. such as he. The 4th Bn. under his command was
a very happy Bn., and we are sure that in his new life he
will spread that same kind of happiness. Good luck and
a " Happy New Year."
Season's greetings have been received from Brigadier
D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., and also from
Lt.Col. G. E. W. Pardington, M.B.E.. T.D., our President.
T.L.S.
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Payment
Send for Illustrated Brochure
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FOUNDED
PATRON :
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCESS MARINA. DUCHESS OF KENT. C.I.. G.C.V.O.. G.B.E..
ColonelinChief

The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :

LIEUTENANTGENERAL SIR WILLIAM OLIVER. K.C.B.. O.B.E..
Colonel

of

the Regiment.

CHAIRMAN :
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL H. N. EDWARDS. M.B.E.. D.L.
HON SECRETARY & TREASURER :
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL A. A. EASON,
Regimental Headquarters. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
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BRANCHES :
BRANCH
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Chatham
Catford &
Gravcsend
London
Maidstone
Sevenoaks
ShornclifTc

CHAIRMAN

DETAIL

OF

MEETINGS

Mr. G. H. Cockcll.
Last Saturday each month. 8 p.m.. United
3 Priestfield Road. Forest Hill. S.E. 23.
Service Club, Bromley.
Major H.G.Paice .. Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E..
First Monday each month, 7.30 mm., at "The
"Jutogh." 16 Beaconsfield Road, Chatham
Hare and Hounds." 340 High Street,
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 3878).
D i s t r i c t .. Mr. L. Clarke
Mr. F. Lawrence.
The second Friday in every month at "The
43 Kingswood Road. Penge, S.E. 20
Railway Signal," Devonshire Rd.. Forest
Hill. S.E. 23.
Mr. Haddon
Mr. W. T. Nichols.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
9 The Bungalows, Cross Lane West.
Rd.. Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
Gravesend. Kent.
Mr. Trefor Thomas
. Mr. T. Briddock.
Last Friday each month, at "The Cran
74 Cherry Tree. Walk. West Wickham.
bourn." 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane.
Kent.
Leicester Square. W.C. 2.
Mr. H. W. Maxlow
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. WatermEOY,
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m. Ser
The Barracks. Maidstone.
geants' Mess. Depot, R.W.K.. Maidstone.
Capt. H. D. A. Pennels Mr. P. Whale.
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m.. Drill
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road. Sevenoaks
Hall, Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell .. Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
" FleursdeLys," Sandgate. Quarterly, first
235 Cheriton High Street. Folkestone.
Friday. February. May, August, Nov.

Tonbric'ge and
T u n b r i d g e Wells
6th Battalion
7th

Battalion

8th

Battalion

10th

SECRETARY

Mr. R. Wilks

Battalion

Maj. N .S. C. Elmslie . M. F. Jezard,
2 Milton Gardens. Tonbridge.
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers.
D.S.O.. M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens. Orpington.
Major E. Goodman . . Mr. T. Shepherd.
492 Downham Way. Bromley, Kent.

..

11th Battalion

Major B. Berg

20th

Mr. J. Mingay

(London)

Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Centre. Avebury Avenue. Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel.
Bromley.
Reunions annually ki March or April as
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."

Mr. Stanford.
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
10 Bramble Close. Maidstone.
Mr. L. W. Dawson:
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
19 Chestnut Drive. Heme Bav. Kent.
Mr. F. W. Sales.
Meeting first
Tuesday each month. Hollv
16 Kidbrooke Grove. Blackheath. S.E. 3.
Hedge House. Blackheath.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are :
Life Membership : Officers £2/10 0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of : Officers, 5/, other Ranks, 1 .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress.
Past and

The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.

Present Association

Badges are available a t a cost of 2/ to Life Members.

All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past a n d Present Association. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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is needed . . .
Y o u m a y t h i n k it i s u n b e l i e v a b l e t h a t
t h e r e a r e s t i l l m a n y c a s e s of g r e a t h a r d s h i p
among exsoldiers and their dependants that
c a n n o t b e h e l p e d b y o f f i c i a l s c h e m e s of
r e l i e f , b u t it i s a t r u e fact.
T h e A r m y B e n e v o l e n t F u n d is t h e
p a r e n t b o d y of a l l r e g i m e n t a l c h a r i t i e s a n d
provides financial aid to those charities
which give personal attention to individual
c a s e s i n n e e d a n d c a s e s of r e a l h a r d s h i p
w h e r e it is i m p o s s i b l e t o r a i s e l i f e a b o v e a
bare restricted existence.
Your help is badly needed because
the calls on this Fund are increasing
considerably.
P l e a s e g i v e all y o u c a n a f f o r d a s a t o k e n
of g r a t i t u d e t o t h e m e n w h o g a v e s o m u c h
for you.
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FUND
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Under The War Charities Act. 1940.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
T h e White Horse of Kent with motto "Invicta."
"Vimiora," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002" "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—1 8 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau." "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne. 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel." "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18." "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Poziers,"
"Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, "18." "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilckem," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai,
1917, '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bpaume,
1918." "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell ' Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" S h a r q a t , " "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h  W e s t E u r o p e , 1 9 4 0 , " "Alam el Haifa," " E l A l a m e i n , "
"Djebel Aboid," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjoz Plain," "Longstop Hill, 1943," "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa, 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily, 1943," "Termoli," "San Salvo," "Sangro," "Romagnoli," "Impossible
Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley," "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasimenc Line," "Arezzo," "Advance to
Florence." "Monte Scalari," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridge head," "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro," "Senio."
"Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabil," "Mayu Tunnels,"
"Defence of Kohima" "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth. M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

Battalions :
British Forces Post Office 53.

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the
Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone.
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Other callers included Major J. T. Leigh (Taney), Lt.
Col. C. S. Durtnall (Pug), and Lt. P. S. Blunt on completion
of active list of his National Service.

TE&itoriat

*

T

HE War Office announced on the 23rd January, 1958,
that Her Majesty The Queen had approved the follow
ing appointment with the temporary rank of MajorGeneral:
Brigadier D. E. B. Talbot, to be G.O.C., East
Anglian District and 54th Infantry Division (T.A.),
from June.
We offer Brigadier Talbot our heartiest congratulations.
*
*
*
*
The Colonel of the Regiment and Major G. U. Wey
mouth were guests at the Annual Dinner of the Dragon
Club, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment), recently.
*
*
*
*
At the request of one of our subscribers, we have
included the name of the Commanding Officer and the
location of each Company of the 4th/5th Battalion, with
each companies correspondence.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*C

British Legion Homes
News has been received that Mr. A. J. Bent who
served with the Regiment between 16th July, 1898 until 15th
July, 1906 (Service No. 5211; rank. Private), has now been
admitted to Halsey House, Cromer, Norfolk. He is now 77
years of age, and in his present circumstances he would be
glad to hear from any of his old comrades.



LETTERS T O T H E EDITOR

*

Change of Address
With the increased postal charges it is more important
than ever for subscribers to notify us immediately of any
change of address, as we have to pay a further 4d. on every
copy returned to us.
*

*

We were very pleased to receive a visit from Lt.Col.
E. V. Argles, who is Secretary of the Buffs Past and Present
Association.

*

We are indebted to Mr. T. E. Kemshall, Editor of the
Coventry & District Numismatic Gazette for allowing us to
republish his article entitled "Medals from My Collection."



Social and Personal

Dear Sir,
I would like to thank you very much indeed for the
beautiful wreath you sent for my husband's (exR.Q.M.S.
A. E. Orchard, 6335439) funeral on Wednesday last, at
Hanworth, Middlesex, Crematorium. I am sure he would
have been so pleased to know that he was remembered
by all his old comrades in the Regiment, and it is a very
consoling thought for me also. Please convey my regards
and sincerest thanks to all who remembered him.
I would also like to thank Mr. "Len" Remfry publicly
for all his efforts to help me during this troubled time.
Yours sincerely,
Lena M. Orchard.
Dear Sir,

W

E offer Brigadier A. R. Fyler our congratulations on
his new appointment—D.A.G., G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
He writes to say that he hopes that any member of the
Regiment passing through Singapore will make a point of
contacting him there.
His address will be: —
G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
c/o G.P.O.
Singapore.
*
*
*
*
At this time of the year our visitors are few, but the
the following have signed the Colonel of the Regiment's
Visitors Book at Regimental Headquarters during January:
2/Lt. N. J. Clinch on joining the Regiment on first
appointment — his stay at Maidstone was short, and he
proceeded to join the 1st Battalion on 21st January. 2/Lt.
T. K. Colgate looked in on 23rd January on leave from 1st
Battalion, and Lt. M. J. Smith signed in on being posted to
the Depot for duty.
Major A. W. Franklin, spent a few days of his leave
here prior to his departure to join H.Q. 70 Inf. Bde., P.O.
Box 108, Nanyuki, Kenya, early in February.
2/Lt. L. A. S. Tiszard, who is attached to 1 Surreys
(recently returned to U.K. from B.A.O.R.) looked in to
notify his change of location, which is now Blenheim Camp,
Bury St. Edmunds.

I am the widow of the late Capt. Spencer McEwen,
rtd.. Sierra Leone Regt., who died on March 28th, 1957,
and I am writing to say that my husband stated in his Will
that he wanted his medals to be sent to the Sergeants' Mess
at Maidstone, so am enclosing them, hoping you will be
able to accept them.
Yours faithfully,
L. M. McEwen.
EDITOR.—Capt. S. McEwen was formerly a Sergeant
in the Band.
My dear Willie,
I imagine that quite a number of people have read
J. H. Williams' (Elephant Bill) new book, The Spotted
Deer, publishers Rupert HartDavis, Soho Square, London,
There is a full account in this book of the wreck of the
Runnymeade on the Andaman Islands on the 12th Novem
ber, 1844, carrying a detachment of the 50th Regiment
under the command of Ensign Venables. Williams apparently
found the account of the wreck in the Commissioner's
library at Port Blair, Andaman Islands. I mention this,
because it is possible that Regimental records do not possess
such a detailed account, but I may be wrong. It would
make interesting reading in the Q.O.G.
We still have another nine months to put in at Hong
Kong and will, in many respects, be sorry to leave. I see
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quite a lot of the Ghurka Regiments here, the l/6th and
the 1/lOth. The latter play our Regimental March and I
wonder how they came by it. I do not recall them playing
it whea they were in the 17th Indian Division with us
191719. I see Mike Read pretty often. He is in "Q"
W.K.S. at H.Q. Land Forces and is heavily involved in
a long term building programme. Scull has also been at
Headquarters in G. Branch in temporary relief of the G.II,
but is now back at his airfield at Kai Tak.
We hope to be back in the U.K. next winter, after
spending a brief holiday in East Africa and, I hope, Cape
Town.
Best wishes,
Meaburn Fry.



PROMOTIONS A N D A P P O I N T M E N T S
Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
Lt.Col. G. P. Fawcett (52628). (Emp. List 1). (Late R.W.K.)
retires on retired pay, 11th January, 1958. (Reserve
Liability).
Major R. Butler, M.B.E., M.C., (66159), retires on retired pay.
30th January, 1958, and is granted the hon. rank of
Lt.Col. (Reserve Liability).*
Major T. V. Upton (358549) retires on retired pay, 4th
February, 1958. (Reserve Liability).*
Lt. C. E. Craven (418235) to be Capt., 3rd February, 1958.
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List
The undermentioned 2nd Lts. from Regular Army National
Service List, to he 2nd Lts. on the dates shown.
2nd/Lt. G. F. Warner (447774), 22nd September, 1957, with
seniority 12th May, 1956.
2nd/Lt. A. G. Hillier (448012), 6th October, 1957, with
seniority 26th May, 1956.
2nd/Lt. S. R. Burrell (453152), 6th November, 1957, with
seniority 29th June, 1957.
2nd/Lt. G. P. Jewell (448689), 6th November, 1957, with
seniority 7th July, 1956.
2nd/Lt. C. W. F. Meister (451576), 20th November, 1957,
with seniority 2nd February, 1957.
2nd/Lt. W. G. Callcutt (449132), 3rd December, 1957, with
seniority 2nd September, 1956.
2nd / Lt. R. E. Towner (447781), to be Lt., 7th January, 1958.
2nd/Lt. M. A. Maberly (448024), to be Lt., 12th January,
1958.
2nd/Lt. J. Beeching (447992), to be Lt., 19th January, 1958.
2nd/Lt. G. F. Warner (447774), to be Lt., 5th January, 1958.
2nd/Lt. A. G. Hillier (44812), to be Lt., 19th January, 1958.
2nd/Lt. A. D. Jones (448154) to be Lt., 2nd February, 1958.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Lt. (Acting Capt.) C. A. Innes (407479), to be Capt., 24th
January, 1958, with seniority 14th June, 1955.
Lt. M. J. Clemence (418466), to be Capt. 5th December, 1957.
Lt. K. E. Watson (431669), to be Capt., 5th December, 1957.
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers
Capt. (Hon. Major) C. R. Hambly, T.D. (44515), having
exceeded the age limit, ceases to belong to the T.A.
Reserve of Officers, 18th January, 1958, retaining the
hon. rank of Major.
* Under the terms of A.C.I. 384/57.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES A N D DEATHS
ENGAGEMENTS
HALL1DIE — HERRINGTON — The engagement is
announced between Nicholas Andrew, younger son of
the late Mr. and Mrs. Hallidie, Ropers Hall, Bures,
Suffolk, and Ann, elder daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Herrington, Gable Cottage, Halstead, Essex.
NYREN — HARVERSON—The engagement is announced
between Michael Vaughan. elder son of Mr. and Mrs.
R. W. Nyren, of Roughwood, Pembury Road, Tun
bridge Wells, and Gillian, elder daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. C. H. Harverson, of Yardl.cy Ridge, Tonbridge,
Kent.

BIRTHS

LEWISBARNED — On 16th January, 1958, at Chala
Mission, P.O. Sumbawanga, Tanganyika to Ursula (nee
Gilpin) wife of John LewisBarned, a son, brother for
Andrew.

MARRIAGES
ESSENHIGH — BENNETT — The marriage took place at
The Parish Church, Cheam. on 11th March, 1957, of
Lt. J. F. Essenhigh to Miss Eve Bennett.
FINN IS — M ANDERS — The marriage took place on 4th
May, 1957, at the Congregational Church, Bexhill, of
Lt. S. R. Finnis to Miss Meriel Diane Elisabeth
Manders.
BATHURST—SIBLEY—The marriage took place on 31st
August, 1957, at The Gospel Church, Marchwood,
Southampton, of Lt. E. V. J. Bathurst to Miss Dorothy
Joyce Sibley.

DEATHS
We regret to report the following deaths:
HUGHES, Frederick. — At The West Kent General Hos
pital, Maidstone, on 13th January, 1958, following a
sudden collapse.
LUCKHURST—On 10th February., 1958, Jessie Luckhurst,
at his home, 36, Bridge Road, Orpington, Kent, (late
4th Bn. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.)
ORCHARD, Algernon Edward. —At his home, 45, Gran
ville Avenue, Feltham, Middlesex, on 17th January,
1958, after a long illness. (Late R.Q.M.S. The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment). Obituary notice
published elsewhere.
SWANSTON — On 4th February, 1958, in his 81st year,
John Francis Alexander Swanston, of Letts Green,
Knockholt, third son of J. A. Swanston, of Marshall
Meadows, Berwick on Tweed.
JEAL. H. S. — At The British Legion Home, Maurice
House, on 3rd February, 1958.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
We apologise to the London Express News and Feature
Service for failure to acknowledge the source of the Giles
cartoon which was published in the January issue.
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THE BATTLE HONOURS OF THE QUEEN'S OWN
SOBRAON — 10th February, 1846

T

HE Battle Honour " Sobraon " was the fourth to be
won by The 50th or The Queen's Own Regiment
during the Sutiej Campaign in India.
By his victory at Aliwal on January 28th. 1846. Sir
Harry Smith removed the threat to the British line of
communications, for the Sikhs at once evacuated "all their
posts south of the River Sutiej. On February 3rd. leaving
The 50th Regiment at Loodiana as a rearparty. Smith
set out'to rejoin the main British army. This was com
manding the passages of the Sutiej in the vicinity of Sobraon.
The 50th left Loodiana before dawn on February 4th
and. after a march of 26 miles, caught up with the remain
der of Sir Harry Smith's Division. Four days later Smith's
force joined the main, army. General Sir Hugh Gough,
the British commander, rode out to congratulate the troops
on their conduct at Aliwal.
The position of the Sikhs at Sobraon was formidable.
South of the river it consisted of a broad semicircular
ditch and rampart over three miles in length. A bridge
of boats connected this bridgehead with the northern bank,
which was higher than the southern. On, the northern side,
works had been constructed to enfilade the bridge and
command the approaches to the river.
Gough had three infantry divisions, four cavalry
brigades and nearly forty guns. He decided on a direct
attack from the south. He massed eighteen heavy guns
against the western portion, of the bridgehead, and extended
the field and horse artillery round the remainder of the
perimeter. The attack on the right flank was entrusted
to the 1st Division (Sir Harry Smith). Gilbert's Division
was in the centre; Dick's on the left. The bulk of the
cavalry was in rear. The 50th was in the 2nd Brigade of
1st Division, with the 42nd Native Infantry and the Nasiri
Battalion of Ghurkas. BrigadierGeneral N. Penny was
in command of the brigade.
The troops got under arms without beat of drum at 3
a.m. on February 10th. Sir Harry Smith's Division moved
silently through jungle and halted before daylight with its
right on the River Sutiej. Arms were then piled. At 6.30
a.m., after the morning mist had cleared, the British
artillery opened fire. The bombardment was not effective
because the range was too long. Moreover, by 8.30 the
heavy guns had expended their ammunition. Quite undis
mayed, Sir Harry Smith exclaimed, "Thank God, then
I'll be at them with the bayonet."
The infantry attack began at nin.e o'clock with an
assault by Dick's Division on the left. The fire from the
Sikh artillery was terrific, but the leading brigade stormed
the fortifications, driving the enemy from their guns. The
Sikhs counterattacked with great determination. Gough
ordered Gilbert in the centre and Smith on the right to
throw out their light troops to make demonstrations. The
enemy took no notice of the feints. Gradually Dick's
Division was driven back and the Sikhs recaptured their
guns.
The attack on the left having failed. Gough converted
the feints into real assaults. Gilbert's Division, rushing
forward to the ditch, found the rampart too high for the
scaling ladders and was driven, back with heavy loss. On
the right the 1st Brigade of Smith's Division moved forward
in line. The 2nd followed 100 yards in rear. Both brigades

were soon under a galling fire of shell and grape. After
crossing a small ravine, The 50th was exposed to the Sikh
guns at musket range. Lt.Col. T. Ryan, who was com
manding, fell mortally wounded. Thrice did the 1st
Brigade attempt to cross the ditch. Thrice was it repulsed.
The shattered remnants then fell back on The 50th. who
formed fours deep under a tremendous fire and allowed
the retreating troops to pass through the ranks. When the
1st Brigade was clear. The 50th reformed line and dashed
in with the bayonet. There was a handtohand struggle
for the Sikh gun.s. After a bitter fight the troops forced
their way over the rampart. A Sikh officer dashed forward
waving a standard to encourage his men. He was quickly
killed. Pte. Leonard Hale ran out about twenty yards,
grasped the standard and returned to his company. Against
heavy odds the Regiment held its ground.
This success enabled Dick's Division to renew its
attack. In the cenitre Gilbert, making another assault,
penetrated the fortifications, the men hoisting each other
up to the rampart. Gradually the Sikhs fell back to their
bridge of boats. Many of them fought to the last, waving
their swords in defiance. At last came the inevitable rush
for the bridge. The structure gave way, and the fugitives
were driven into the water, where the British guns fired
on them relentlessly. Before noon the battle was over.
Over 8.000 Sikhs perished, and all their guns were
captured. The British losses amounted to 2,283, of whom
320 were killed. Nearly half of The 50th were casualties;
during the latter part of the action Lt. H. W. Wily, the
senior subaltern, was in command. The Regiment lost Lt.
C. R. Grimes, S. M. J. Cantwell, one sergeant and 43 rank
and file killed; eleven officers and 186 other ranks wounded.
For their leadership, Col. Ryan, and BrevetLt.Col. P. J.
Petit, the secondincommand, were both made Companions
of the Order of the Bath.
The power of the Khalsa (the Sikh Army) had been
broken. On February 20th Gough entered Lahore, the
Sikh capital. Peace was signed on March 8th.
A memorial was erected in Canterbury Cathedral in
memory of those members of The 50th who fell during the
Sutiej Campaign. Inscribed on a tablet beneath it are the
names of six officers, one R.S.M., two coloursergeants,
three sergeants and 186 rank and file of the Regiment.
H.D.C.
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THE RANGOON

T

HE Rangoon Memorial was unveiled by General Sir
Francis Festing, G.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O ., Commanderin
Chief Far East Land Forces on Sunday, 9th February, 1958.
The Memorial commemorates by name 27,000 officers
and men of the Commonwealth Land Forces who perished
during the campaign in Burma and Assam and to whom
the fortune of War denied the rites of burial or cremation
customary to their faith.
The Memorial, which has been built by the Imperial
War Graves Commission to the design of Mr. H. J. Brown.
A.R.I.B.A., stands in the Taukkyan War Cemetery, about 20
miles North of Rangoon.
The Memorial takes the form of two long open garden
courts flanked by covered walks and joined in the middle
by an open rotunda. The names of the fallen are carved on
the broad faces of the rectangular piers on the inner sides
of the covered walks. As the Memorial is composed largely
of colonnades it is "transparent" and the green lawns of the
Cemetery can be seen through the colonnades as well as the
planting in the garden courts themselves. On a frieze inside
the rotunda are inscribed in English these words: —
1939 1945
HERE ARE RECORDED
THE NAMES OF TWENTYSEVEN THOUSAND SOLDIERS OF MANY
RACES UNITED IN SERVICE TO THE BRITISH CROWN
WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN BURMA AND ASSAM
BUT TO WHOM THE FORTUNE OF WAR DENIED
THE CUSTOMARY RITES ACCORDED TO THEIR COMRADES IN
DEATH

An additional inscription THEY DIED FOR ALL FREE MEN
is also engraved on the rotunda in English, Burmese, Hindi,
Urdu and Gurmukhi.
6,400 of the comrades of the men in whose honour the
Rangoon Memorial has been built are commemorated on
individual memorials on the graves in the War Cemetery in
which it stands. These graves are largely those concentrated
from the battlefield cemeteries at Akyab, Mandalay, Meik
taila and Sahamaw and removed more recently from the
jungle by the Army Graves Service.

MEMORIAL
C.; Gripps, F. W.; Goggins, T.; Gray,C. W.; Guildford,
A. E.; Haddow, W. C.; Haslam. J. G.; Hawker, A. T.:
Hopkins, H. T.; Hughes, P.; Ives, R. G.; Jack, D. J.;
James, B. J.; Jones, G. O.; Keating, C. J.; Laver, T.;
Lovelock, R. C.; Pack, R.; Paris, A.; Peacock, J. E. E.;
Reed, R. F.; Sims, C.; Sinclair, J.; South, E. H.;
Stenner, G. H.; Turner, W. F.; Varney, T. L.; Wallis,
F. A.; Walsh, J. P.; Walters, R. E.; Whittingham, E. B.:
Williams, A.; Williams, C.; Williams, J.; Windle, D.;
Worth, F. W.
RANGOON WAR CEMETERY

Colour Sergeant Orpwood, A. D.;
Corporal Dickins, A
Lance Corporals Davodge, R. G.; Williams, D.
Privates Denholm, J. W.; Earnes, A. D.; Houghton, D. W.:
Jeal, R.; Jones, J. C.; MacGregor, K. G.; Quinn, T.;
Thomas, R.; Tibbie, A.: Wilkinson, J.
TAUKYAN WAR CEMETERY
Lieutenants Linck, F. W. P. J.; Mildenhall, W. L.; Parsons,
G. C.; Thomas, J. D.
Warrant Officers II Davis, G.: Gammon, H. J. ;
Sergeants King, H. J. ( B.E.M.): Williams, W. D.
Corporals Curley, J. J.; Drewett, T. H. E.; Gibbs, F. G.:
Lansdown, H. G.; Pooley, R. C.; Stevens, A. C.; Taylor,
R. G.; Varney, H. S.
LanceCorporals Gilbert, J. A.; Lloyd, E. J.
Privates Carey, D.; Clark, J. H.; Coleman, R. G.; Collins.
A. C.; Daly, E. A.; Danks, W. J.; Ensigner, W. G.;
Everitt, L. S.; Fleming, A. J.; Galley, E. H.; Gallop,
A. L.; Grazier, W.; Griffiths, C. T.; Gutteridge, C. M.;
Harris, A. T.; Heath, T. J.; Hedger, E. S.; Henson. R. P.:
Hunter, W. C.; Jenkins, W. J.; Jennings, P.; Johnson, W.
J.; Jones, D. S.; Keene, H. R.; Linstead, T. E.; Lugg.;
F. H. G.; Mendoza, E. L.; Norton, G. R.; Olliver, R.;
Parker, A. J.; Peacock, R. H.; Perkins, E. G.; Preston,
L. D.; Rigg, T. S.; Robb, W. G.; Robinson, W.; Saxby,
E. H. B.; Shelvey, E. F.; Timms, W.; Vickrage, L. E.;
Watkins, G.; Wilson, G.

THE RANGOON MEMORIAL
Major Cave, W. O.
Captain Mead, L. T.
Lieutenant Welchman, E. R. C.
Warrant Officer II Haines, W. F., M.M.
Sergeants Bennett, F. E. H.; Chantler, H. G.; Crathern, A. H.;
Millichap, W. G.; Millward, J. W.; Norton, H. A.
LanceSergeant Peacock, L. C.; Saunders, C. J.
Corporals Foord, T. G.; Kiddell, S. R.; Miles, A. E.;
Morley, T. H.; Peerless, T. C.; Rees, T. L.; Want, A. W.
LanceCorporals Hazell, J. A.; King, S.; Philcox, H. A.
Privates Allchin, H. V.; Baker, G. S.; Bradstreet, J.; Bratt
men, J. J.; Bunnell, D. L.; Calton, S. F.; Cashman, J;
Clayton, F. G.; Collins, H. A.; Collins, L. S.; Cook,
R. C.; Corker, P. W.; Crosbie, H. J.; Davies, K. R.;
Davies, W. D.; Day, H. A.; Doughty, F.; Dudman, K.;
Dunk, V.; Fall, P. H.; Fanning, J.; Fidler, G.; Fisher, L.

Primrose and
Len Dairies, Ltd.
PASTEURISED MILK
CHANNEL ISLAND T.T. (Pasteurised) MILK
19, LOWER STONE ST., MAIDSTONE  Tel. 2610 & 51246
32, THE BROADWAY,
MAIDSTONE

WEST MALLING
Tel. West Mailing 3101
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MEDALS FROM

MY COLLECTION

bv T. E. KEMPSHALL

T

HE Sutiej Medal (18451846) for "Moodkee" with clasps
for "Ferozeshuhur" and "Aliwal" awarded to George
Smith, a private soldier of Her Majesty's 50th Foot, later to
become the 1st Battalion of The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, and in the near future to join, on equal and
friendly terms, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment) as a
single fighting unit representing the County of Kent.
Though the Gold Medal for the Peninsular was awarded
with clasps it was given only to officers. The medal for the
Sutiej campaign was the first medal bearing clasps to be
awarded to both officers and men. The Army of India medal
is for campaigns of an earlier date, certainly, but the award
was not sanctioned till after that of the Sutiej medal.
Medals for the Sutiej campaign bear in the exergue on
the reverse the name and year date of one of the following
great battles: "Moodkee 1845" (18th December); "Feroze
shuhur 1845" (21st December); "Aliwal 1846" (26th Jan
uary); Sobraon 1846" (10th February). The name in the
exergue shows the first battle in which the recipient took
part, clasps being awarded for successive engagements. The
greatest number of clasps is three. No clasp is possible for
"Moodkee" and the men who took part in the last battle
only, received the medal without a clasp but with "Sobraon
1846" in the exergue.
The 50th Regiment of Foot fought in all the battles
against the Sikhs and therefore many of the men were
awarded the medal with the three clasps and with "Mood
kee" in the exergue. George Smith seems to have missed the
last battle. It is quite possible that he was wounded at the
battle of Aliwal and was not sufficiently recovered to take
part in the final battle.
The medal itself is of silver and shows the usual head
of Victoria on the obverse with the words "Victoria Regina"
around. The reverse is extremely nice and wellbalanced.
Indeed, the reverses of the Army of India medal and those
for the Sutiej and the Punjab are, in the humble opinion of
the writer, three of the very finest designs of the whole range
of campaign medals awarded to British soldiers. The reverse,
designed by William Wyon, R.A., shows a winged Victory
standing erect and looking to her right (viewer's left). She
holds a wreath of laurels in her right hand at arms length
from her shoulder. An olive branch is carried by her left
side and arms and accoutrements of war are piled at
her feet. The legend surrounding the design reads "Army of
The Sutiej". The riband is of a dark blue shade centrally
with rather wide edges of deep crimson. The medal measures
14" diametrically and is carried on a suspender of the scroll
type, ornamented with rosettes at the clasp junction.
Regiments present at all four engagements were: Her
Majesty's 31st and 50th Regiments of Foot, 5th Bengal Light
Cavalry and two regiments of native infantry, the 24th and
47th, so it is possible to find medals with three clasps to all
these units, though they are scarce.
Why were the battles fought? The Sikhs, a warlike
people, had their stronghold to the north of the Punjab, a
district they had conquered in the eighteenth century. They
had for many years formed a kind of buffer between the
Afghans and the British as, since they had been persecuted
by the Mohammedans for so long, they had allied them

selves with the Mahraltas against the Afghans. The Sikh
soldiers were military despots, well armed, well trained and
having admirable artillery for the period. Ranjit Singh had
spared no pains to make these men a very highly trained
efficient fighting force. Anarchy was rife in the Punjab, assas
inations were daily happenings and the treasury had been
exhausted. All these facts led the Sikhs to look for fresh
fields to conquer. These Sikhs were of fighting stock and
were always looking for fresh enemies to subdue to support
their legend of invincibility. So why not attack the British?
They had lately been engaged with no small losses against
the Afghans. The Afghans in their turn had been beaten by
the Sikhs . . .
So it happened that from the 11th to the 16th of Dec
ember, 1845, a Sikh army of between sixty and a hundred
thousand men crossed the Sutiej (one of the "five rivers")
with the intention of capturing Ferozepore, Ludhiana and
possibly Umballa (Amballa). The point of the enemy thrust
was only twelve miles from the British cantonment of Feroze
pore where Sir Henry Hardinge had 10,500, men. In addition
he had 7,200 men at Ludhiana and a further 13,000 at Um
balla. These troops were all within seventy miles of the
point of attack. But what a small force it was compared to,
or rather contrasted with, the Sikhs, and outnumbered by
threee to one. But this small force under the leadership of
Sir Hugh Gough and Sir Henry Hardinge, to name but two,
was to face, fight and beat the Sikhs in four of the bitterest
and hardest fought battles of any campaign at any time.
And George Smith was there fighting with his comrades
at "Moodkee," at "Ferozeshuhur" and at "AliwaJ."
There is no room in this article to give a full account
of the battles in which George Smith fought. Or even an
account of one of them. Or of "Sobraon." These battles will
form the subject matter of a later series of articles when it
is hoped to give fairly comprehensive details of each of the
battles. Suffice it to say here that at "Moodkee" our losses
were 837 of all ranks killed and wounded. The battle raged
on into the Indian night. Night falls very swiftly there. The
bayonet was used with great effect by the British and the
Sikhs must have been very thankful for the subtropical
darkness to which many thousands of them owed their lives.
Two of the finest soldiers of the day, Sir Robert Sale and
Sir John McCaskell, were mortally wounded in the battle.
Fresh British battalions arrived on the day after the
battle of Moodkee which had been fought by the 9th, 31st,
50th and 80th Regiments of Foot in company with the 3rd
Light Dragoons and regiments of Bengal Cavalry, Bengal
Horse and Foot Artillery, Bengal Native Infantry and other
units. Among the new arrivals were the 29th and 62nd Foot
and the 1st Bengal European Fusiliers (later the Royal Mun
ster Fusiliers—101st Foot) of the East India Company's
troops.
On the 21st December, three days after "Moodkee,"
the second of the mighty battles was fought at "Feroze
shuhur." George Smith was there, suffering from heat, dust
and lack of water and marching over twelve miles of flat
open country towards the Sikh positions. George Smith was
one of a British force of 18,000 men against a Sikh force of
nearly 36,000.
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Also, the enemy Tej Singh's regular force of 23,000 was
only a few miles off with, in addition to their ordinary arms,
a force of sixtyodd guns. The odds were vast. But our
George Smith with his comrades fought valiantly and . . .
won through.
The battle raged all clay and aJJ night and for yet
another day as Tej Singh's reinforcements came in to sup
port the Sikhs to make things even harder for Sir Hugh
Gough and his leaders. The 62nd (Wiltshire) Foot lost seven
teen officers out of twentythree killed and wounded; though
the regiment was much under strength 230 men became
casualties. In five days the magnificent work of our generals
and the wonderful courage of our men had, together, dis
lodged an army of 60.000 warlike Sikhs from their positions
on the left bank of the Sutiej and. what is more, shaken the
Sikhs belief in their utter military supremacy.
On to "Aliwal" with George Smith on the 29th of Jan
uary, 1846; George Smith of the 50th. Here the 50th were
joined by the 16th Lancers and the 53rd Foot, other British
units not being present at this battle. Perhaps the outcome
of the battle is best summed up in James Grant's words:
"The Sikhs perished in vast numbers on the field, but many
more in their despairing efforts to cross the river. They had
proved themselves to be the most brave, fierce and obstinate
enemies we had yet met in India. To a great extent, they
had the advantage of military discipline and the regimental
system taught them by those French and Italian soldiers of
fortune, who had served with Runjeet Sing, the old Lion of
Lahore. Even the Afghans were little in the field as com
pared with the Sikhs, whose natural courage was always
inflamed by large doses of opium, bhang and maddening
drugs, which rendered them incapable of mercy. They fired
into our wounded as they lay helpless on the ground, or
hacked them to pieces with their swords . . ."
So at "Aliwal" we say farewell to Private George Smith.
He might have carried on the fight with added glory at
"Sobraon" but his medal, with his name and regiment in
capital letters round the edge, tells us that something hap
pened to prevent him taking part in this last of the Sikh
battles with his regiment. It is interesting to conjecture just
what did stop him. Was it a Sikh sword? A cannon ball? The
thrust of bayonet or lance? Or was it dysentery or heat
stroke? The writer does not know the answer to that but
this the writer does know. If George Smith had fought in
the last of these battles he would have carried himself with
the bearing and courage so typical of the men of the 50th
—and the 97th—through our military history, from the glory
of the Peninsula to the utter magnificence of "Kohima." And
if our George Smith were alive today and could witness the
alliance — or amalgamation, call it what you will — of his
regiment with that other famous fighting regiment, The
Buffs or Royal East Kent Regiment, he would be happy in
the knowledge that two such famous fighting regiments were
destined to tread the paths of history together, both happy
in the apprecation of the added glory and lustre that each
brings to the other. One can almost hear the whispers echo
ing down the halls of time and fame as two great regiments
share their battles, their honours, their badges and medals,
their traditions . . . and their scars. Listen! Listen to the
voice of immortal glory as their joint honours — and they
will be joint honours — are borne to us on the winds of all
the ages . . . "Pyrenees" . . . "Punniar" . . . "Aliwal" . . .
"Lucknow". . . "New Zealand" . . . "Malakand" . . . "France
and Flanders" . . . "Kohima" , . . and on . . . and on . . .
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and on . . . and on . . . as two fine regiments of the British
army join for all time in utter trust, each in the other, Men
of Kent and Kentish Men. Men of the Sutiej . . . "Tnvicta."
*

*

*

*

For the benefit of our readers, the Regimental records
supply the closing chapter to this gallant old warrior of The
50th Regiment of Foot.
No. 2188 George Smith, wounded 28th January,
1846. Died 9th February. 1846.
R. L.
t

OBITUARY
MR. A. E. ORCHARD
The recent death of " Algy " will, no doubt, come as
a great surprise to many who remember his " sporting"
activities.
He served in both World Wars. He came from the
Margate area and 1 first met him at the Depot in the early
twenties. He was then a L/Cpl. and a popular figure
amongst the " Elite " of the Depot in those days, the " Duty
men "—(Depot staff and all self reclaimed old soldiers
irrespective of service qualifications).
Being a keen footballer and cricketer, I soon came into
contact with " Algy," and spent many an enjoyable Wednes
day and Saturday afternoon with him as a team mate in the
Depot Football and Cricket teams. This was followed in
later years with playing in the 2nd Bn. Sergeants' and Cor
porals' Club teams. I well remember in 1931 in Guernsey
when in the annual match between the officers and sergeants
we—Algy and myself put on 80 for the first wicket and the
sergeants' won the match for the first time within memory.
Besides an opening bat, he was a wicketkeeper of no mean
repute.
Incidentally, he spent quite a number of years at the
Depot and used to serve occasionally in the 2nd Bn., for
a rest, as we used to put it.
I left the Regiment in 1937 and did not see Algy again
until about 1949. I remember I was sitting at my table
in the Pay Office at Sidcup and I heard a voice say— " How
do. Willie." I looked up and it happened to be Algy. I
saw him frequently after that as he used to pay visits to
that office being employed by the Command Secretariat,
Eastern Command.
Suddenly his visits ceased — one of his colleagues
informed me he had had a stroke and I never saw him
again.
He was of a pleasant disposition and one of those
types of fellows you could not help liking. His administering
of discipline tempered with discretion made him a stranger
to A.F.B. 252.
If he did have a fault it was perhaps his tendency to
be " too modest."
Well known and liked as he was, I feel sure that had
he had the pleasure of having been a Grenadier at one time
or another his fame would have been even more universal
— I should have seen to that.
With his passing, another chapter in the Regiment's
History closes and against his name in the Regimental
Records we can insert —"Well done, Algy—Thanks for the
memory."
W. W. Medcalf (Ivanhoe).
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I :

News

from

ist BATTALION

W

ITH Christmas and
the New Year over,
the Battalion has been busy
shaking off the after effects
on a Bde. Signal Exercise
and
a
Bde.
Internal
Security Deployment Exer
cise in the Troodos Moun
tains. On the latter exer
cise the whole Battalion,
except B Echelon, were
deployed.
We
were
extremely fortunate with
the weather. Although we
had our fair share of rain,
the temperature remained
reasonable. On the morn
ing the exercise finished,
we looked up to the hills,
occupied until the previous
evening, to see snow, and
it was with some relief that
we moved out of the area
before the heavier snow
arrived and the roads be
came icy. There is now up to 6 feet of snow in Troodos.
and a number of officers hope to spend the weekend
skiing.
The political situation in the Island remains tense and
explosive, and for the last two days the Queen's Own have
been at two hours' notice to move into Nicosia Old City
in support of the police. The present unfortunate and
violent disturbances have been caused by Turkish Cypriots
clashing with forebearin.g and long suffering Security
Forces, who have had more than their fair share of stones
and bottles hurled at them. It now seems unlikely that
we will be committed, and we expect to revert to out
normal role in the Reserve Brigade.
It may interest readers to know that, although rioting
and turmoil in Nicosia is given considerable prominence in
the Press, the effects are largely confined to the Old City
and within its walls. Families continue with their normal
round of activities or shopping and children still go to
school in various parts of the town. On the worst day of
the riots, Monday, January 27th, Sunday routine was
allowed after returning from the Brigade Exercise oni
Sunday. A number of officers, including the Commanding
Officer and Mrs. Flint, were happily shopping at one end
of the Old City while cars and a garage were burning
in the Turkish Quarter at the other end. Advice by
Greek Cypriot shopkeepers to keep clear of the " un
civilised " Turkish quarter, had a delightful touch of irony !
A few hours later the Old City was put out of bounds, but
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not before the Adjutant and Capt. Abplanalp had spent
large sums of money on lunch at the Little Soho. Relatives
and families at home should not. therefore, worry unduly
about alarming reports of the troubles here in the British
Press. The Old City is still out of bounds and much depends
on H.E. The Governor's talks in Ankara and any Govern
ment announcement in the near future.
Early in the month, we were visited by the V.Q.M.G..
Maj.Gen. T. B. L. Churchill, O.B.E., M.C. After listening
patiently to our complaints about C.B.S. Camp, he visited
the Sergeants' Mess and then lunched with the Officers. We
were also visited by Mr. Lefroy, of the Ministry of Educa
tion, Major Walters. R.A.E.C., and our old friend from
Luneburg, Major Phiipott, R.A.E.C. A number of sugges
tions were made as to how our educational standards could
be improved, but fortunately, we do not have to render
complicated returns about percentages as we did in
Germany. It would be impossible in Cyprus, where one
is more concerned in, being fit and ready to deal with
real trouble if it starts.
On the sporting field, we have had varied fortunes.
The Cyprus Signal Regt. beat us 43 in the District Soccer
Cup. after a most exciting and excellent game. It was
unfortunate that L/Cpl. Barrett was injured in the last 10
minutes of the game. After being 33 up to that point,
our opponents scored the vital goal when we had only ten
men, who seemed shaken by L/Cpl. Barrett's injury.
Fortunately it was not serious.
The Rugby side are still unbeaten this season, and we
had our revenge by beating the Cyprus District Signal Regt.
in the Quarter Final of the District Rugby Cup. We play
the Royal Leicesters in the SemiFinal, and if present form
continues, we hope to meet the Welch Regt. in the Final.
Wc recently beat the R.A.F. Nicosia, said to be one of the
best teams in the island, by nine points to six. and a few
days later the R.A.F. beat the Welch Regt. by ten points
to six. Our hopes are therefore high, although it is believed
that the Welch Regiment's team was hit by sickness before
their R.A.F. match. Whether or not that was so doesn't
alter the fact that is was the first time that the Welchmen
have been beaten for three years. Cross Country running
and hockey are also in full swing, though the serious
competitions have not yet started.
We must, with great regret, record that Cpl. Gordon,
of the M.T.. had a serious accident on his motor cycle at
the beginning of the Brigade Deployment Exercise. In
the dangerous period between dark and dawn, he hit a
lorry and was so severely injured, that he is still on the
Dangerously III list, having had his left leg amputated. He
is progressing well, and there is every hope that he will soon
be well enough to be evacuated to the U.K. His mother
arrived out here under welfare arrangements and R.S.M.
and Mrs. Parker are very kindly accommodating her in
their quarter which is very near the hospital. Cpl. Gordon
was a most capable and popular member of the M.T. and
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the whole Battalion; were very distressed at his misfortune
and wish him a speedy recovery.
During the month a further draft has arrived from the
Depot, and are now doing a month's continuation training.
We have said au revoir to Lt. M. J. Smith, who has left
for a tour of duty at the Depot, and goodbye to Capt.
Walker, R.A.M.C., and 2/Lt. Hoare, who have finished their
National Service. We welcome our new M.O., Lt. Price,
who wondered what had hit him when we moved into the
mountains the day after he reported for duty.
Finally, the Officers held a Regimental Cocktail Party
for about 250 guests. The Officers' Mess was not large
enough to cope with the numbers and a marquee was
added. The day before the party, it rained really hard
and to the horror of all who were involved in the organisa
tion, the marquee leaked like a sieve. Immediate and
urgent action was needed as all other tents were wet and
heavy. The day was saved by most of "A" and "C" Coys,
pulling down and erecting another tent from the other end
of the camp in the record time of 50 minutes. For a week
before there was intense painting and decorating activity
by the unit pioneers, and eventually the Mess looked a uew
place. By all accounts, our guests enjoyed themselves in
spite of it being one of the coldest nights this winter.

"A" COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
The bright lights of Nicosia are somewhat overbearing
after the wilderness of the Panhandle. It has taken the
Coy. as a whole, only a short time to realise that Nicosia
is a place which could make or break the National Service
man especially. The regulars, of course, have a limited
amount of money to "throw" around in the town, but
the poor N.S. man has been hard hit in his pocket by the
numerous attractions that are easily found in that town.
They have, for the most part, decided to stay in camp as
it is less expensive. Most of them are now realizing the
advantages of the Panhandle and the quieter life there.
Still, life must go on. and we must make the best of
our lot. Since moving into the new camp, the Coy., and
indeed the whole Battalion, has had the task of making the
place habitable. The old tents have been changed for the
new Korean type, and the ditches have had to be dug
around the tents. Cleaning, digging and repairing, are
the duties now instead of the Ops.. Patrols and Road Blocks
of Mersenikki.
Being in Nicosia, we have had numerous visitors to
see our progress in rebuilding the camp. During the work,
C.S.M. King decided to leave us to it. and beat a hasty
retreat to U.K. Sgt. Lockyear is to be congratulated for
his sterling work in the absence of the Sergeant Major.
Perhaps just a few more wrinkles are to be seen as a result
of coping with the Coy. all alone.
It was just about this time that Pte. Coleman decided
to get away from the mess before the C.S.M. came back
and blamed him for anything that was wrong. He decided
that it was high time he learnt just a little about a Coy.
Clerk's duties, and went off on a Clerk's Course. Was his
conscience hurting him. drawing all that money under the
pretence of being a Clerk ? So off he went and that left
two clerks in the Coy. Office. Out of these two Pte. "Ted"
Gibson, was left to shoulder threequarters of the burden,
and Pte. Knight had only a few days to do and was past
caring. Pte. Knight has since departed and we wish him
the best of luck, and at the same time thank God that wc
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don't have to listen to any of his lectures on " How to be
an old soldier " any more.
The C.S.M. was, by this time, back in circulation, and,
thanks to Pte. Gibson, seemed satisfied with us, yet some
what surprised to see us on the face of the earth. Surely
he didn't expect the Coy to let him down ?
Meanwhile, the Arms Storemen had continued in the
peace and quiet of their tiny nook. I wouldn't use the
colloquial term of " sciving " in reference to their activities,
but little was seen of them all this time. Once they came
out of hibernation in order to change one of their numbers
for Pte. Bird. It was Pte. Garrard who decided that it was
time to do some work and took the necessary action to
leave the Arms Store for a Platoon. Pte. Bird now joined
Pte. " Pete" Burchill and the Arms Store slipped back
into oblivion; for a further "decade."
In the C/Sgt's. Store, Pte. Humphrey thought he would
need a prerelease course if he was to work at all in civvy
street. Pte. Betleridge took over from him to help Pie.
Andrews with the masses of work that are said to accumu
late in that abode. Yes, Pte. Andrews is still there amongst
those piles of stores with his stockintrade answers " Sorry,
come back when I'm less busy." He has become a
permanent feature of the stores and one can't imagine the
stores without him.
Pte. Wallis is in, the Cookhouse clearing up after the
hungry masses, and we occasionally see his cheerful face
when he pops up for his mail, or on his way to or from
numerous N.A.A.F.I. breaks.
Pte. Sewell has joined the Batmen in order to keep
Mr. Gibbs neat and tidy. He joins Pte. Pratten, a long
standing member of this gallant band, who went rash at
Christmas or just after and broke into song, an unusual
occurence for him, and was told that he would go a long
way with his singing. Exactly how far wasn't mentioned.
Smoking B.D.'s are still on, the menu in the Batmen's tent,
and it amazes me how long a B.D. can last at that rate.
We all had an enjoyable Christmas Party and most of
the Coy. managed to keep in with the R.P.'s over this
period, whom I'm sure must have restrained themselves
as it was the season of goodwill. The Battalion worked
together to make the Christmas just like those at home, and
within the accepted limitations, succeeded in giving the
men, a good time.
So the Coy. continues its new life, and when we next
write, we hope to have more exciting news, such as moves
from Cyprus, or even pay rises.
" The Boffins."
1 Platoon
The latter month of 1957 has been fairly busy for 1
PI. We were the first selected Platoon to go down to
Dhckelia for ten days to help complete a boarding school.
Carrying such articles as lockers, tables and sleeping
requisites were our main duties. With backs breaking and
arms nearly dropping off, we carried these articles up the
two or three flights of stairs of the school. We began to
wonder if the Queen's Own were branching out to include
Pioneer work as one of their duties, and were often tempted'
to use the beds we were carrying to their best advantage.
To provide some light entertainment, Ptes. Sharpe, Fowler.
Foulger and Marshall erected, or attempted to erect, a
garage for the Headmaster. With all these gales in the
Winter season we wonder whether it is still upright. We
could easily have charged admission to the site and claimed
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the finished product as an ancient ruin equal in age to
Salamis.
However, our programme has consisted mainly of
training this month. Before long we found ourselves
marching to the Laxia ranges with packed Bergen ruck
sacks which helped no end to toughen us up. Out in front
setting an example for us all was Mr. Johnston, who
finished nearly as fresh as he started, and who tried to
disown the straggling, struggling masses behind him if any
one looked in our direction. To finish our escapade, we
carried out an exercise with compasses which completed
a rather hectic training spell.
i It is with great regret that we will soon, be saying
goodbye to Mr. Champion, who is leaving the Platoon to
help train drafts and courses that attend " B " Coy. On
the other hand we welcome Pte. Batchelor of the new draft,
who I am certain will be very happy with us. By the time
this article reaches print, we will have said farewell to Pte.
"Tex" Dalton, who has never let us forget that he will
soon be back with Pte. Knight in England.
During Christmas, the Platoon spent their hardsaved
mils on welcome bottles of Keo beer. I Section had a slock
of food supplied by Pte. Abbott, who received enough in
his parcels to feed the whole Battalion. The Coy. Party
was held this year in the W.V.S. Centre, which was
admirably decorated and walked away with the prize for
the best decorated room in the Camp, thus providing yet
another success for the Coy. who worked so hard on this
room. The nurses from B.M.H. graced us with their
company, and were repayed by suffering under the clod
hoppers of the Coy. who were really trying hard to dance.
The Coy. just managed to get to bed under their own steam
without the help of C.S.M. King or Sgt. Lockyear.
It is a fine opportunity for the Platoon to wish all past
and present members of the Battalion a very happy and
prosperous New Year in 1958.
2 Platoon
Once more the time has come round to send you news
of our Platoon. First of all, let us say that we all had a
good Christmas, as far as one is able to have when you are
far from home. A few of the Platoon even wished they
were back on operations at Mersenikki, for they have not
yet settled into the routine of Battalion life.
Sgt. Brown is back from a very successful Small Arms
Course at Hythe in dear old England, and 2 PI. is back on
the " bull." It must also be said that L/Cpl. Peek is
getting worried as their are hardly any Sick Reports left.
We are sorry to loose Cpl. Woolgar, and we wish him
all the best of luck in, his work with " B " Coy. Pte. Lack
and Pte. Elliott have also gone to " B " Coy. on a Tracker
Course and when they come back we suggest that the
Tracker Dogs could easily be dispensed with. Pte. Monk
is now in civvy street and will probably be wishing he was
with us all for the next few years. He was often talking of
signingon.
As this has been a routine month of training, there is
little to report, but one thing we can do is wish all our
readers a happy New Year, and with that good wish we
sign off until our next report.
" The Brownies."
3 Platoon
Since we moved to C.B.S. Camp. Nicosia, an enormous
amount of work has been put in by the Company on Coy.
Lines. Over the Christmas period an efFort was made to

decorate the Camp as much as possible in an attempt to
make us all feel at home. "A" Coy. had the task of
decorating the W.V.S. Room and succeeded in winning
" the best decorated room " competition. Our Christmas
party was held in this room and proved a great success,
and was enjoyed by all.
Not long after our arrival at C.B.S. Camp, we were
whisked away to the Troodos Mountains for a spell of
training which lasted ten days. Cpl. Maxwell did not
succeed in poisoning us. but his partner in crime " Yorke."
came very near the mark by serving us his apple pie and
curry concoction.
We journeyed out on a 24hour Patrol with the 24
hours ration packs in our Bergen rucksacks. These seem
to weigh many tons after a few miles, but in actual fact
weigh only approximately 60 lbs. Sweat dripped and the
odd blister reported, but taking things as a whole, everyone
was happy to have proved they could do it and not complain.
As the weeks fly by people come and go. Our Joskins
are now settling in where the "veterans" used to sleep.
We must say farewell to Cpl. Manktelow and also L/Cpl.
Keniber, who has been transported to " D " Coy. We must
not. of course, forget to welcome the Pink men from
England, namely, Ptes. Clark and Preston.
One of the most amazing sights we have to report is
that of Cpl. Watson, L/Cpl. Angel, Ptes. Carter, Field,
Gladwell and Portway actually sweating from miles of hard
running across the countryside. These gallant young men
are part of the Coy. Boxing Team who we wish all the
very best.
C.S.M. King has been running around with his pace
stick trying to hide away all unsoldierly sights from the
eyes of the V.I.P.'s who are circulating the camp inspecting
our rebuilding efforts.
Life in these quarters is much different from that at
Mersenikki. This is most noticeable as far as the Operations
are concerned. Athalassa Training area is rapidly becoming
an unpopular place as it is there that we undergo tiring
training. The compass exercises prove quite interesting,
however, but some people seem to have difficulty in
fathoming it all out.
Another of the recent sessions are those given to
Helicopter Training. People perched upon the Water tower
on a small platform looking down to upturned peering
faces are a new sight in the Camp. Butterflies are a
common sight around Cyprus these days.
We leave you now until next month, with best wishes
for a happy and prosperous New Year from all of 3 PI.

" C " COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
Christmas has come and gone, and once again a good
time was had by all. Since our last notes were written, wc
have lost a few stalwarts, but have gained a few too. We've
said "goodbye" to Mr. Hoare, Cpl. Gates, L/Cpl. Merk,
and Ptes. Hollands, Beer, Hodges and Lawrence. We thank
them for their help in the past and wish them every good
fortune for the future. We welcome Sgts. Atkins and Kill,
Cpl. Orsler and Ptes. McKenzie, Wells, Harris, Hills, Jakes,
Singer, Danaher and Walker. We are soon to lose Sgt.
Chitticks for a while, as he is going to attend a Platoon
Weapons Course at Hythe for two months.
Training has included several days on the rifle range,
a day on the grenade range and one on the 2 " mortar range;
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a morning on helicopter training, and one on section and
platoon attacks. We look forward to a Brigade Exercise
soon.
In the world of sport we have won the InterCoy.
Cross Country Run comfortably. We have beaten " B "
and "D" Coys, and lost to support Coy. at soccer, and we
look forward to the InterPlatoon Soccer competition with
confidence. We have several representatives in Battalion
Teams, including the O.C. and C.S.M. in the hockey eleven;
Mr. Conningham and Mr. Robertson, Cpl. Orsler, L/Cpl.
Winter and Pte. Humphreys in the rugger fifteen; while
the O.C., C.Q.M.S. and L/Cpl. Hayley play in the basket
ball team.
We congratulate Sgt. Kill on his recent promotion, and
offer our sympathy to Mr. Conningham on his rugger
accident. We are pleased to record, however, that the
latter is back with us again, sporting a shoe of outrageous
dimensions.
Ptes. Brown, Page and Sowtcn are now attached to
" B " Coy., learning how to become trackers. No doubt
we will be able to call upon their services if the C.S.M.'s
diary disappears again.
7 Platoon
' Christmas comes but once a year," and very soon
after Christmas the old year drew itself to a close, taking
with it Mr. Hoare and Pte. Hollands. Mr. Hoare is going
up to London University for a while, and we kll wish him
every success. " Oily," of course, has gone back to the
farm, and though the countryside around Hildenborough
will soon be hearing the sound of an old Blunderbuss once
again, and there will be a mysterious decrease in the
population of wildfowl in the area, there is no doubt that
Civvy .Street's gain is our loss.
Since we last wrote, our activities have been restricted
to training, tidying up the lines and " making merry.' The
weather over Christmas was almost like an English
summer, but now the rain has really set in, and we have
to work hard to prevent ourselves being flooded out.
We will soon be seeing more changes in the Platoon,
as Cpl. Ricketts, L/Cpl. Hollyer, Ptes. Hall and Holmes are
all leaving us in the next few weeks and all feeling fairly
" demob happy." Sgt. Scudder is in complete charge of
the Platoon at; the .moment, with L/Cpl. Hollyer, Cpl.
Ricketts and Cpl. Baston as his Section Commanders.
We welcome two n.ew arrivals to the Platoon, Ptes.
Wells and McKenzie who have just joined us from the
new draft, and wish them a long and happy stay with
" Lucky Seven."
Pte. Drury has just returned from U.K. leave, and
we congratulate him on his recent marriage, and the bells
have also tolled for Davies, who will be returning shortly.
We have now quite a few married men in, the Platoon, so
may the good work continue. And on this note we will
close for this month, wishing a " Happy new year to all
our Readers."
8 Platoon
Returning from the hills with definitely mixed feelings,
we started immediately to erect our new Koreantype tents.
Thereafter, the sound of the pneumatic drill was seldom
absent from our ears, except on one occasion when, one of
the drills disappeared into the rock and refused to come out
for a couple of days. Consequently there was little work
done for a while.
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The following week the Platoon was split up, and while
half of us carried on with the allimportant fatigues and
duties, the remainder joined 9 PI. and went down to
Dhekelia. At Dhekelia we took part in various jobs connec
ted with the building of a new barracks and school. The
conditions were very good down there, and it took some
time to get used to the unaccustomed softness of the mat
tresses that were provided.
When we returned we found the new ten.ts all ready
to receive us, and settled down quite quickly. Christmas
was a reasonably peaceful period, and we all enjoyed the
fourday holiday. The highlight was the Company Xrnas
Party, which was a great success. After Christmas we once
again settled down to training in the morning and recreation
in the afternoon.
Particular mention must be made of the winning oi
the InterCoy. Cross Country Competition, when; 8 PI.
supplied four out of the Company's team of eight. Mr.
Robertson ran for us, with Reg Gates, Bob Paris, Tim
Hayley, coming 5th, 6th, 8th and 19th respectively. A few
are taking part in the Boxing Competition, and at the
moment Tim Hayley is " putting them through it." Rumour
has it that "Gilbert" Harding has volunteered to be a
sparring partner when they need one, but perhaps that is
just a rumour.
There have been one or two changes in the Platoon
recently; we have lost Cpl. Gates, who goes on the Provost
Staff, and Bob Paris has taken over from Hodges as Capt.
Shearburn's batman,. "Gilbert" Harding has become Mr.
Robertson's batman, and " Ed " Shone has moved back
to "A" Coy.
Finally, we hear that Pte. Brown is going to attend a
"Trackers'" course at "B" Coy.; no doubt the art ol
tracking will be invaluable to him in civilian life.
9 Platoon
We start by saying farewell to L/Cpl. Merk, who was
unable to come to Dhekelia with us, as he only had " a
matter of minutes " to do. We wish him all the best with
his lions, tigers and " chimps," and, of course, we will all
expect a free ticket to the circus when we come home.
The Platoon was also deficient of Roy Cotter, Nicholls
and Wilkinson, who all went into hospital for operations.
They are back with us know, however, but taking things
easy for a while.
At Dhekelia we spent most of our time moving
furniture, shifting barbedwire fences, gardening and doing
numerous other odd jobs. The seaair did us all a lot of
good, and we returned to Nicosia much refreshed knd just
in time for the Company Xrnas Party.
The festivities were, however, over far too quickly, and
we shook the effects off when we were nearly washed out
of our new Korean tents by the first heavy rains of the
season, but after some frantic sessions of ditchdigging an,d
stakehammering, we began to get ourselves organised, and
now we are all fairly comfortable.
And we must now express our deepest sympathy to our
PI. Commander, Mr. Conningham, who was unable to share
our Christmas festivities owing to a Rugby accident. He
broke his leg during a rather heated game, and he has been
in hospital ever since. Anyhow, there must surely be worse
places to spend Christmas than B.M.H., Nicosia. Two of
us have already visited him and he looked happy enough.
Training has started again, and as the New Year begins
we welcome Sgt. Kill as our new PI. Sgt. He has certainly
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taken a weight off Cpl. Hunt's shoulders, the latter having
carried out the duties of PI. Sgt. and PI. Commander at one
stage. Bill Hunt is hoping to take some wellearned leave
in March.
And lastly, we would like to welcome Ptes. Walker
and Danaher, who have recently joined us from England,
and we hope they will enjoy life in Charlie's finest platoon.

" D " COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
The Company Commander has been away for most
of the month on a N.A.T.O. course in the U.K. Meanwhile,
Capt. Osborne took over in his absence.
In the InterCoy. Football Competition, " D " Coy.
were beaten in the final by Sp. Coy. We like to feel that
their defeat was mainly due to the match taking place on
Boxing Day in the midst of our Christmas festivities. C/Sgt.
Vine and Ptes. Atkinson, and Jakeman were Coy. H.Q.'s
contribution to the Company team; Pte. Jakeman is now a
regular choice in the Battalion team.
In the InterCoy. Boxing the Company entered seven
men and it was very largely due to the C.S.M.'s support
and training that four of them reached the finals. However,
once again we came second to another Company, but we
congratulate our boxers on their very spirited and deter
mined efforts.
At present, we are putting up the new type of Korean,
tents which are more comfortable and spacious than the
160 lbs. that we have used ever since the Battalion arrived
on the Island.
Finally, there is a Brigade Exercise coming off next
week lasting four days, which will mean the Company
leaving the Camp for the first time in, many weeks. It will
make a change that we have waited long enough for.
10 Platoon
During the month of December, the Platoon has had
on the whole a busy and enjoyable time. We have all got
used to our new surroundings and most of us are beginning
to like them. The numerous canteens, which not only
provide warmth, comfort and food, but also an everlasting
crescendo of popular music, are one of the main attractions.
The InterCoy. Football Competition was one of the
highlights in the field of sport. " D " Coy. succeeded in
thrashing both "A" and " C " Company, but unfortunately
lost to Sp. Coy. in the final on Boxing Day. Our congratu
lations go to Cpl. Smith who played very well and scored
one or two goals with his head, and to Pte. Beadle who
also played well.
Like everyone else in the Battalion, we were very busy
over Christmas. One of our jobs was to decorate the Dry
Canteen. We started off by redistempering the walls, and
making streamers out of crepe paper. We than,k L/Cpl.
Disley for the way he cut out and sewed the crepe paper.
We spent quite a lot of time and money in decorating the
canteen and we were close runnersup to "A" Company in
the Competition for the best decorated room.
We had our Platoon party on Christmas Night. It
was a great success and everyone thoroughly enjoyed them
selves. We joined three 160 lb. tents together which gave
us ample room. At one end a bar was erected which con
tained about 150 cans of beer, nearly all of which were
consumed. We were delighted that Sgt. Healey and his
wife were able to attend, and hope that they enjoyed them

selves as much as the rest of us. Pte. Clark ran the bar
and judging by the way he issued the drinks he is an. old
hand at this sort of thing.
On the day after Boxing Day, 10 PI., plus one or two
foreigners from 11 and 12 PI., moved down to Dhekelia
for ten days. It is at Dhekelia that the Army has spent
millions in building a new garrison area. Our job entailed
the collecting, opening and distributing of a vast amount of
noted furniture in the new M.E.L.F. boarding school, which
will hold 200 pupils, girls and boys. We lived in one of
the very nice large classrooms with comfortable beds, plenty
of light and air, central heating, and running hot and cold
water. We had our meals with the C.R.E., and never before
have we eaten so consistently well. We didn't have any
guards to do, only a threeman time picquet to do each
night. Consequently, everyone enjoyed themselves immensely
and would have liked to have stayed down there longer.
We are now busy erecting our new Korean type tents,
which are infinitely better and smarter than the 160 lb. tents.
11 Platton
The main event of last month was, of course, the Xrnas
festivities. The Platoon were roused on Christmas morning
by the PI. Sgt. with the customary cup of " gunfire," and
then the Platoon set out to enjoy the day in the best possible
manner. The Christmas dinner saw the Battalion rejoicing
in being served by the Officers and Sergeants, and h first
class meal was provided by the cooks. Then, during the
evening, came the event which the Platoon had been looking
forward to, the Platoon Party. This turned out to be a
very enjoyable evening, and following the pattern of all
good parties, the beer flowed freely. Pte. Davison arrived
late after having been entertaining the patients of B.M.H.,
Nicosia, with the Battalion Skiffle Group. He at once
proceeded to enliven the party by showing us some scin
tillating Rock 'a' Roll. It was obvious, even to the most
glazed eye, that Pte. Davison had lost no time in filling
himself with Christmas spirit while at B.M.H.
Boxing Day saw the final of the InterCoy. Football
Cup, in which we were matched against Sp. Coy. After
a fast and exciting match, Sp. Coy. gained the initiative
towards the end and won 51. Mr. Locker, Cpl. Roberts,
L/Cpl. Barrett, L/Cpl. Lewis, Pte. Davison and Osborne
all represented 'the Company at different stages of the
competition. We are now looking forward to the Inter
Pl. Competition, in which we have high hopes.
Recently, most of the Platoon went down to Dhekelia,
and spent a very pleasant ten days setting a school in order
for the opening sometime in the New Year. When not
working, the Platoon could generally be found in the area
of the bathroom, which was quite a novelty to some of
our older members.
At the moment the Platoon is busily engaged in putting
up our new Korean type tents, and straightening out our
new lines. We expect to move in very shortly and enjoy a
degree of comfort unknown since Dover days. Apart from
that, there is the usual routine of training and camp fatigues
to be done.
Finally, we have said goodbye to Pte. Lcn Whiting,
who left us a few days before Christmas. Pte Whiting was
highly delighted to be going, we fail to understand why,
and his presence will sorely be missed. We wish him all
the best in " Civvy Street," and hope his two years' service
hasn't made him too idle.
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12 Platoon
At the beginning of the month, 2/Lt. Blunt left us to
return to the U.K. and demob. We would like to wish
him all the best for the future. Later on, Cpl. Humphries,
who had left us earlier on in the year and returned to
England for compassionate reasons, arrived back and we
hope he will have a longer stay with us this time.
In. the InterCoy. Football Competition, we were finally
beaten in the finals after many exciting games. 12 Pi. were
well represented having L/Cpl. Baker, Ptes. Wickenden,
White and L/Cpl. Disley playing in some or all of the games.
In the Boxing. Pte. Martin looked all set to reach and win,
the finals of his weight, but after winning througout the
preliminary rounds, he had to retire in the semifinals due
to a back "injury. Bad luck, but well fought!
Considering the type of living we have to endure, our
Christmas celebrations were much brighter than, anyone
expected — not only was our own party on Christmas
evening a great success, we also had an excellent lunch, for
which we highly praise the efforts of the Cooks.
We hear that Sgt. Quinn is staying on as Sgts. Mess
Caterer for another three months, leaving the Platoon with
out an. officer or sergeant, but we expect this situation will
have been seen to by the time we next go to print.
Finally, we have spent most of the new year preparing
and putting up the Korean type tents in our new lines. 12
PI. has now moved into the new ten.ts and we hope that it
won't be long before we get lighting.

SUPPORT C O M P A N Y
Coy. H.Q.
On the 21st December, 1957, Support Company had
their Christmas party in the N.A.A.F.I. Wet Bar, which
was the understatement of the year, for it looked more like
Ramsgate swimming pool by the end of the evening.
Anyhow, a great time was had by all, and despite the fact
that Pte. Weston was put to bed after three glasses of
orange, and an anonymous person took to playing darts
with cream cakes, the party was a tremendous success.
The thing that had been foreseen, since our Akrades
days came true this month when Sp. Coy. won the Inter
Coy. Soccer final beating " D " Coy. 52. It was an enjoy
able afternoon's sport and the crowd enjoyed thrills by
the football and laughs from " Ginger " Nichols, explained
by the fact that it was Boxing Day.
The Company has been carrying out a number of
static tests for helicopter trips, which commence in the
near future. The tests included sliding down a rope from
the nearby water tower and C.S.M. Warren amazed us all
by doing a Tarzan act on us.
We take this opportunity to say farewell to Major T.
V. Upton, M.B.E., and wish him all the very best in the
future.
We don't see much of Coy. H.Q. these days. They
seem to be leading a life closely resembling George Orwell's
1984. for we often see a little ginger head peeping around
the door of the Coy. Stores looking out, no doubt, for
Big Brother. Pte. Tooth seems to have fallen in love with
a bundle of laundry and we often hear it whispered amongst
platoon " chaps " that they have some difficulty in getting
Moriarty to open up that arms store. That " other " clerk,
Pte. Weston; appears the bravest and assures us he does
manage to get to the Orderly Room at least twice a day.
The person who does all the work in the Coy. Office and

who will remain incognito, thanks Sharp's for his tin of
toffees and would now like a remedy for toothache.
Things we want to know : Does Mr. Durtnell qualify
for his wings yet ? Who was the first man in the store to
collect his toffees ? Who climbed 30 ft. down a 15 ft. rope ?
" Bunnie."
3 in. Mortar Platoon
Since our last notes, Christmas and New Year have
passed and we have settled down again to the normal
routine.
Sgt. Taylor, who at present is on leave in U.K., gained
a " B " on his Netheravon Course, an, outstanding result,
considering he knew so little about the Mortar when he
went there.
Sgt. Atkins has now left us for " C " Coy. after seven
years in the platoon, and Sgt. Mead, who is always some
what elusive, has returned from " B" Coy. as platoon
sergeant.
In December we gave a demonstration of the Mortar
to the new draft. This was very successful, and persuaded
some of the recruits to apply for the Company. The
demonstration was livened up by Pte. Biggs nearly crashing
his truck into one of the mortars. Apart from this we
have done no mortaring lately.
L/Cpl. Bert Kelly has once again taken the plunge and
returned to civilian life. Bert had been in the Army for
12 years, and for the last seven of those years in this
platoon. We shall certainly miss his cheerful face.
We are now practising dropping from helicopters for
a forthcoming exercise, and we reckon we are n,ow as good
as any rifle company at their job.
Assault Pioneer Platoon
During the past month, the platoon have been keeping
themselves busy, helping to put up Korean type tents for
other Companies and also trying to get our own Company s
up as well, but once this is done it shouldn't take us long
to settle down.
The Platoon would like to congratulate Lt. Smith on
his recent promotion and also Cpl. Coleman on his promo
tion to Sergeant. We wish them the best of luck in, their
new ranks.
Several of the platoon are entering the coming boxing
competition, and we would like to wish all of them the very
best of luck and ensure them we will be there to cheer
them on.
" Lionhearts."
M.G. Platoon
Since leaving the " Panhandle " for Nicosia we feel
that not only have we left some happy memories behind,
but the warmer weather. So we brace ourselves for another
winter on the island with the thought that perhaps we may
move into one of those much talked of Korean tents. The
time will come the walrus said . . .
During our first month here we went with the Company
to a " non,holiday " in the Troodos area, and we had more
luck than previous Companies as we had seven days of mild
weather. Training, which was merely an introduction to
the mountains, consisted of routine day patrols, ambushes,
searches and night firing.
Over the Christmas holiday we decorated one of the
Canteens for the annual competition. L/Cpl. Wood put
in a great deal of work and with his cuttings put up a
creditable show. But we could not pull off the honours,
so it remains to see what happens next year!
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The Company Party was held on the Friday before
Christmas, and we were well provided for with solid and
liquid refreshments; thanks to all concerned. We were
sorry to hear that Sgt. Kelly was to spend Christmas in
B.M.H., but he is back with us now and in true form.
L/Cpl. Kemp is looking very pleased with life now as
his wife and children have joined him on the island. Several
members of the platoon have been invited down to his
place and we are all very grateful for his hospitality. At
present Vic is suffering from a bout of clicking lurgy, but
we wish him the best of luck.
We have made several trips to the ranges lately as we
are at present training for the machine gun cup. Firing
at both 100 and 600 yds. we feel we have learnt a little more,
but there is always the chance of a collapsing tripod—
enough said L/Cpl. Wickert. It was early in December
during the demonstration to the new draft that we heard
from Cpl. Dick, the latest in M.G. commands, "Dial
Sight, Three!" It is always No. 3 who carries the buck.
In midDecember, L/Cpl. Eggleton departed for the
Mecca of National Servicemen, Civvy Street. We would
like to wish him all that he wishes himself, an.d if you read
these notes Yorky, don't forget us, we are always glad of
a line. The platoon sends its thanks for your card. The
next to go are ,5605's, who 'are somewhat restless as their
time draws near.
We would like to offer congratulations to L/Cpls. Dick
and Leonard on receiving their second stripe, and to Ptes.
Close. Newman, Wood and Wickert on, their first.
In the last month we took part in a small dose of
helicopter training. Though we didn't think much of the
new use of the water tower we all enjoyed working from
the Sycamore. We feel sure that L/Cpl. Newman is under
contract to Billy Smart as he would insist on, making a
free jump from 15 ft. instead of using the rope.
Lastly, we would like to say something about the
departure of Ptes. Sinden (81) and Cox (97) for a tracking
course. We thought they were to have dogs, but after
seeing them crawling around the camp with noses twitching
we have other ideas.
And to coin a phrase as we end this batch of notes,
here's to the next time.
" Gunslinger."
Anti-Tank Platoon
Christmas this year was celebrated just like any other
year with the usual round of company parties and plenty
of beer.
After we had seen the new year arrive, everyone settled
down to the task ol assembling Support Company in its
new camp site, and at the moment the antitank platoon,
is busy putting up tents, removing others, digging trenches,
filling others in and generally getting the way—in the Spring
we should all be settled.
No one has left the platoon recently, but we welcome
two new arrivals—Ptes. Swift and Vincent from the Depot.
No other news of interest, so we wish all our readers
a Happy New Year.

„ T L ^ n ^ n n a r e rem'n(,e<l that we can supply copies of
The Q.O.G. to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.

H.Q. C O M P A N Y
Coy. H.Q.
True to form, this month has been even more incredible
than any of its long line of predecessors. The weather has
been very odd, and the frantic bustle of concern of that
indefinable (but, no doubt, extremely important) something,
which we all seem to be worrying about all the time, has
intensified and taken several turns for the worse. As if
the Unmentionable Drill Parades weren't enough, we hear
that the Fantasian Armed Forces are planning another of
their sly and most irksome attacks and are hoping to sweep
us from the land. Most of us would like this very much,
but, alas, we always win. It says in the Man.ual of British
Tradition that " Dervishes, Fantasians, and the like WILL
invariably be defeated," so we haven't much choice. How
ever, in Huxley's ludicrous phrase, we divatate, and must
pull ourselves back to the sordid business of talking about
headscratching and referring to ourselves as scribes (no
offence to scribes intended).
The C.S.M. is buying a car and spends most of his
time having nightmares about scratching the paint, having
it fall to pieces, or having it taken from him by the M.T.O.
and loaded up with about ten tons of concrete. We only
hope that things like this don.'t happen to Volkswagens in
real life. He has also been training boxers and we live in
high hopes that he will succumb to temptation and go into
the ring himself, perhaps to match his right cross with
Capt. Abplanalp's fabulous Bolo punch (that, indeed, would
be a rare spectacle!)
C/Sgt. Dick is now making a slow recovery from
having been : (i) A constant life and soul of all manner
of grownup parties, and (ii) General infant supervisor/
pacifier / benefactor / piggybacker, and victim of practical
jokes, usually involving long pins and Patent False Beard
Remover.
That fine, upstanding young N.C.O., Cpl. Kerr, is
working very hard at his " discharge by purchase " and,
undeterred by the extremely high price of live body these
days (in his particular case, about twelve and six per pound)
hopes to have enough money for all of himself by the end
of the month. He runs every afternoon for the sake of
economy and has so far sweated off quite a lot of weight.
This being am appropriate place for it, please take as read
the usual hackneyism about wishing him all the best of . . .,
etc., on his return to the land of the living.
Skylark and Bob Thorpe have gone into hibernation
for the winter and squat morosely around their stores, frying
chips, whilst Owiy sleeps in the rafters with the usual
weathereye open for mice. A new boy called Stumpy
Hobbs has come to us in place of the SigningOn
Phenonienon (McKenna), whose fate is as yet undecided,
but who has left us after a short and obviously happy stay.
Another freshman is Pte. " Ghoul " Gould, who is due to
take over the Rabid Stanley's position in the established
company office heirarchy, whereupon. Stan will take over
the stripe, heartaches, and title of " Number One Clerk "
from L/Cpl. Pritch, who is to be graciously allowed to
have himself for nothing in a few weeks, for better or for
worse (?), until death do him part, and dirt cheap at the
price.
Life in the Office, apart from the occasional visit of
Documentation Teams from Warwick, has become rather
more comfortably, due mainly to the fact that we now have
an office (it's a big help you know), and Lightning has
caught on wonderfully to the habit of fetching tea and
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making himself very useful indeed. He only loses himself
about once a week now and we are hoping that he will
soon develop a sort of pigeon instinct and thus be able to
enjoy the comfortable feeling of always knowing where he
is.
We will leave you, on a hopeful note, by looking
forward with the utmost relish to the glorious Spring (when
a young man's fancy lightly turns to thoughts of freedom)
and the accompanying Nightingales in Berkeley Square.
" Mitya Karamazov."
Signal Platoon
Once more the Company Office is crying out for
departmental Q.O.G. Notes, but there is very little to report.
The Signal PI. Christmas Party was a great success
and our spirits did not get a chance to be dampened! Wc
owe a great deal to the Cook Sergeant, who organised most
of the food, also our than.ks go to the other party organisers.
We congratulate Denny Ingram on obtaining his Hythe
Course and we wish him all the best in U.K. There's still
no more news of Stan Cross's Course, although he should
be back here any moment now.
We welcome seven more new signallers in. the persons
of Ptes. Atkinson, Betts, Bradbury, Cooper, Harrison,
Lunnon and Manvell.
The Signal Pl.'s 5605's are almost beginning to pack
their kitbags, but as yet no news has reached them as to
the date of their departure. Needless to say, they have spies
posted in the Orderly Room and are just waiting for the
word " go."
Pronto has decided that work is a rather hectic business
and has retired to the seclusion of his home for a week's
leave. We hear that Sgt. Hope is planning a similar escape
shortly.
" Pinto."
Q.M, Staff
Once again the time has come around for your scribe
to lay aside his books and, with frantic head scratching and
much questioning of his fellow men,, composes a few lines
to let the rest of the world know of the incidents, trials
and tribulations that effect our little community.
Naturally, during the month of December, we held
our usual Christmas Party, which was a great success, even
though some " spirit " was lacking. Q.M., Coy. Commander.
R.Q.M.S., Cook Sgt. and Sgt. Shields all turned up,
although the latter disappeared for a greater part of the
evening as he was Bn.. Orderly Sgt. and had to visit other
places of entertainment, nevertheless, he returned to the
fold none the worse and spent the remainder of the evening
with his " pals " (who said that ? !) Entertainment was
laid otii, we might even say we had a " floor show," one of
our unit artists, Pte. " Ginger " Nicholls, condescended to
perform and raised quite hearty chortles from all and
sundry. At the end of the evening, both Quartermaster and
the Company Commander gave us a few words of apprecia
tion for efforts made during the year. It's nice to know
we do get some recognition occasionally . We all agree, a
vote of thanks to those stalwarts who made the evening a
most successful one, namely, Cpl. Marchant, L/Cpls. Scud
der and Weeks, Ptes. Macdonald and Cosby (caterers) and
Cfn. McGiegor (electrical fittings), then last, but far from
least, the Pioneer Section for their decorations.
With tears in our eyes (envy, joy and sorrow), we bade
farewell to Cpl. Doug Ling, who left us just before
Christmas for the trials of civilian life. Best of luck. Doug,
and don't forget to look us up when you get the opportunity.
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Wiping my eyes after those few words of adieu, I must
now raise a cheerful smile and greet our two new arrivals,
namely, Ptes. Cole and Yates, who, after a few weeks of
arrival training have come in.to the fold to assist Sanitary
Staff and Pioneer Section, in that order. We all wish your
stay with us to be happy, but PLEASE don't start counting
the days yet.
Congratulations now go out to Dave Marsh on his
promotion to L/Cpl. on becoming Number One on the
hammer and nails branch. Drinks all round the room.
Tra! La!
Both the R.Q.M.S. and Sgt. Shields seem to be in a
daze lately. What with closing annual accounts and trying
to open new ledgers without the necessary A.F.'s B, etc.,
etc., life must get very trying. Occasionally the latter is
heard to mutter, " No more Lamps, Electric," and such
things, as he staggers about between home and the office
under piles of files, ledgers and bits of paper that he calls
his " little bit of homework." Still, never mind, it will soon
be all over and, with new ledgers all opened up and the
Board of Officers done with, they can both revert to their
armchairs and let us " Sh . . . workers carry on.
Now, with a hearty sigh, your scribe rests on his
laurels until somebody decides that next month's notes are
required. With every wish for a Happy and nottoobusy
New Year we ring the bell for N.A.A.F.I. break and retire.
" The Quartermongers."
M.T, Section
Once again, the Mekon scribe puts his pen to work
to cover all events of that hectic month, December. At
the beginning of the month, the M.T.O. greeted us all with
Christmas Greetings by telling us that the U.M.l. was to

40

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

be on the 30th December8th January. What a thing to
tell us with Christmas in view. After much sweating and
cleansing of vehicles we gradually approached the fated
date.
On the 6th December, we entered two teams of three
in the Brigade Motorcycle Trials. One team as professionals
and one for novices. L/Cpl. Ferneyhough came 2nd. out
of a field of 45, Pte. White was 4th followed by Sgt. Taylor,
6th. Of the second team, Ptes. Murrell and Streets completed
the whole course, whilst the third rider, Pte. Parker, took
a short cut over a bank and folded his front forks a bit,
putting him out of the trial. Better luck next time ?
On Monday. 23rd December, the M.T. held their party
in the old G.1098 Tent. This went down with good humour
by all concerned and beer flowed from several ears. Pte.
"Silent" Saunders, our Tech. Storeman.. bought a horse
during high bidding and didn't know a thing about it until
asked to fork over lis. Sgt. Ron Hendon was barker for
the handicap, and lost his voice over the issue. He put it
right by partaking of liquid refreshment. The race began
with high gusto, and Saunders horse came in first. Cpl.
"Bill" Davis, his £1 horse, never even left the starting grid.
Afterwards, we had a show given by Roy Eke with his
cards, etc., and he went down very well, and his arrows
baffled a few lads. At 2300 hours, all good things had to
end, and everyone left in a fairly orderly manner. We thank
the cooks for their work that went into a well laid out
buffet.
Has anyone taken the wrong turning in camp yet,
over the Larnaca road sign appearing in the tent lines after
a party in town.
Lt. Colgate left us in a huge flap after his leave was
granted. He arrived at the customs after being cut fine
with his transport, but was soon told that everything needs
careful planning. The only thing he hadn't got was a pass
port to get out of the country with. Not to worry, Mr.
Colgate, you did try. He left the following day after
pulling many strings and let's hope he had a good Christmas.
L/Cpl. Powsey and Pte. Amos, our P.O.L. man, also left
us for the holidays. Hurry back, as we need several
different oils during the day and we can never find Pte.
Ridley, his standin. We have lost four members of the
clan, L/Cpl. Ferneyhough, Ptes. Bowers and Porter, and
last, but not least, Cfn. Eder. We wish them all the best
in Civvy Street, but don't forget, our front door is always
open.
We managed to have the complete day off on
Christmas Day, except for special duties, and a good rest
was had by all. lt was certainly needed by some of the
gang after the night before. The definition of a hangover,
by the way, is when your stomach gets its own back for
what you did to it the night before. Ptes. Young and Biggs
popped into hospital for a couple of weeks just before
Christmas, but came out in time to sink a crate with us.
Cpls. Sands and Davis, collecting a vehicle from
Famagusta L.A.D.. found that the windscreen wipers didn't
work when, it rained. From eyewitness accounts it seems
that Cpl. Sands was standing up, leaning over and moving
the blades with his hands. I suppose that's one way of
getting home.
We would like to take this chance to welcome the
seven men of the new draft that came along to build up
our strength. Let's hope they can keep their wagons on
the road.
U.M.I. Inspection is still going on and only a few
of the vehicles have passed their eagle eyes with safety. So

far, only one has been B.L.R.'d, the one we least expected
owing to it having its chassis cracked in three places. Pte.
Parker is sweating a little after "cooking" a few of the
books to get them through. We did have several drivers
commended. Cpl. Lane. Ptes. Standing, Chapman, White
and our so called " Masher" Murray, whose report made
Sgt. Hendon and Bennie break their Christmas vow and
return to drink. Let's hope you can keep them that way
after a few days at Salvage Disposal. Lots of things have been
done for this inspection that no one have dreamt of before.
Who ever painted a complete Land Rover, by headlights
before, or painted O.E.P. 220 on back axles with a torch.
We even thought of changing number plates over, but that
would mean swapping engines as well. Someone on the
3ton section devised a spray made from a brake fluid tin
and by using the compressed air from the brake tank:
managed to paint some of the " Big " stuff. I think the
credit goes to L/Cpl. Fincham for the idea in the beginning.
Unhappily, " le premiere " was run over and the new one
is needed. Cpl. " Rocky " Lane has proved that spraying
into the wind just isn't done. He finished looking diseased
with yellow spots all over his face as a result.
The worst of the inspection was starting work at 0730
every morning and working until late into the evening.
Some of the M.T. don't wish to be disturbed until after
0915 and then only when they are dragged out. We will
have to make a warning system for future use.
Pte. John Bulley has deserted his typewriter in exchange
for a pair of reins, .he is on a horse riding course for the
next six weeks. Let's hope he leaves the sweet aroma of
stables behind on his return.
"The Mekon Fans."
Band
Christmas is now behind us, and 1958 with us, and as
is always the case when a new year opens, we all wonder
what this one will hold for us. Let us hope that it will be
a happy one, not only for us, but for all readers as well.
We were kept very busy over Christmas, playing for
the Carol Service here in camp on Christmas Eve; and then
we all went down to the British Military Hospital equipped
with instruments, lanterns and carol sheets. There we were
joined by most of the staff as choir, and went all round the
hospital with our carols, this was greatly appreciated by all,
as indeed was the " noggin " provided by the hospital when
we finished. Christmas Day saw us playing for the morning
Carol Service and then for the troops' dinners. We were
unfortunate regarding our own Christmas dinner and
" busted," however, we aren't worried, the reason will come
up later.
Our Band Party was held on Christmas night, and a
jolly good party it was. There was plenty to drink and
plenty to eat, and as the evening wore on, we discovered
quite a few members with hidden talent which we exploited
to the full. Our thanks to the stalwarts who worked so hard
to make the party a success; Cpl. McGowan, L/Cpls. Lovell,
Barrett and Cloke and Bdsm. Padgham, Green and
Shackleton.
At the conclusion, of the party tragedy loomed in the
sound of fire calls, and we discovered that it was our
Library Tent which had caught fire owing to bad electrical
wiring, however, by the time the Fire Brigade arrived,
everything was under control, and no damage was done
to anything except the tent.
When the Commanding Officer discovered that the
Band had missed their dinner on Christmas Day, he
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instructed that a turkey would be purchased and the Band
would have a dinner. This we decided would be on New
Year's Day, and boy, oh, boy, what a dinner it turned out
to be (please, let us bust every Christmas Day) everyone
really entered into the spirit, and our heartiest thanks must
go to the cook S/Sgt. and his staff for the first class spread
which was laid on. The Bandmaster said that it would be
a real dinner, and we dressed properly and sat down to
dinner at 7.15 p.m. in the N.A.A.F.I. The menu was hors
d'oeuvres, soup, fish, main course, sweet, coffee, cheese and
biscuits. Our waiters, who were really on the "ball", were
Mr. Watkins, Band C/Sgt. Clark, Sgt. Healey and last, but
not least, C/Sgt. Barton, who had to volunteer as waiter
to get the three cheers he had been after all over Christmas.
Many thanks "Cookie" and all you other seniors for a
first class dinner.
Apart from the usual chores around the Camp, the
Military Band has not been in very great demand, but the
Dance Band has proved most popular outside C.B.S. The
13 piece played at the R.A.F. Nicosia Christmas party and
brought the house down. The 9 piece played for a dance at
42 Survey Engineer Regt. at Limassol on the 21st December,
and the 7 piece at H.Q. 51 Bde. on New Year's Eve.

The sun had long since sank.
But still we hadn't drank
All the Carlsberg, Brandy, Whisky, Rum and
Gin;
.So we all sat on, the floor
And shouted out for more.
You're a better man than I am, Paddy Quinn.
Taffy CLARK brought in some food
Which we thought was very rude,
To give us dessert chicken from a tin
And great big lumps of bread
To rest our weary heads,
You're a better man. than I am, Paddy Quinn.
The sun began to rise,
But it hurt our aching eyes
So we fastened up the curtains with a pin;
Like that it felt more real,
So we broke another seal,
You're a better man than I am, Paddy Quinn!
Three days and nights had passed
And we'd had our fill at last,
We'd tried to very, very hard to win;
But he still stood on his feet,
He'd really got us beat!
You're a better man than; I am, Paddy Quinn.

On the family side, it looks as if the four members
mentioned in last month's notes will not be bachelors for
very much longer as their wives have received their papers
and should all be here before February is out.
Pte. Embury has now joined us from Orderly Room
and we are looking forward to having Pte. Luckett with
us when the next draft from the Depot arrives. We hope
that their stay with us will be happy.
" Faggott."

Next day we thought: We're dreaming!
For the caterer was steaming,
He must have had his wallop from a bin;
As we sipped our hot, sweet tea,
We clapped our hands with glee
For we know that you were human, Paddy
Quinn ! !

SERGEANTS' MESS
Ode to a Christmas Caterer
It was a bright and sunny day
When the bar began to sway,
And everybody looked just like a twin;
Pink elephants, we all swore,
Just danced across the floor,
You're a better man than I am Paddy Quinn.
The bar was upside down
Just like a shanty town,
The flies were kicking up an awful din;
But we didn't give a hoot
We just filled another boot.
You're a better man than I am Paddy Quinn.

Reading the above item one would imagine that our
Christmas was one long round of beer knd skittles, but in
fact it wasn't Much work and perspiration was needed
to organise the various events that took place last month,
the first being the Children's Party, which this year, was a
Mess responsibility. With our Space Ship piloted by Sgt.
Ron Henden, our clowns (C.S.M. Bones Smith and Sgt.
Tiddler Ticehurst), a film show, "a magician (Bdsm. Eke),
a puppet boxing match manipulated by S/Sgt. Johnston,
R.A.P.C., and Sgt. Proctor, a good tea, and, of course,
presents from Santa Clans (C.Q.M.S. Barton). The kiddies
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Bones SMITH was P.M.C.
So he offered us some tea,
We thought he'd slipped us all a Mickey Finn;
We had grounds enough for fear
For it didn't taste like beer (?)
You're a better man than I am Paddy Quinn.
Bert KING slid to the floor
But still he asked for more,
So we fixed a case of Carlsberg to his chin;
He shouted out with glee :
" Don't roll those bloodshot eyes at me;
You're a better man than I am, Paddy Quinn."
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had a rare time, and our thanks are extended to the members
who made it a success. Besides those already mentioned,
there were S/Sgt. Moir, A.C.C., Sgt. Lowe, R.A.E.C., and
Sgt. Bennie, R.E.M.E., all of whom did a great deal of
" offstage " work.
Next came our Christmas draw organised by R.Q.M.S.
George Simpson, O.R.Q.M.S. Marshall, B.E.M., Sgt. Lowe,
R.A.E.C., Sgts. Williams and Hope. The layout was
amazing, with prizes numbering around the 190 mark. The
Commanding Officer and Officers and Ladies attended and
we still marvel how they all squeezed in. All and sundry
voted it one of the best Christmas draws we have had.
Thanks again to our committee and, of course, to our
ticket holders.
Then, came Christmas. This period is a little hazy, but
it is said that eight or nine of us did start to do the rounds
of M.Q. carol singing. It appears that we only did four
families and we ceased to function properly. When we
inveigled Mrs. Skelding from her bath at midnight with
our rendering of " Bring a Little Water Sylvi " we thought
it time to relax and enjoy ourselves, which, of course, we
commenced to do in. Sgt. Don Skelding's abode. It appears
that after leaving Don's house we were all suffering from
B.O. (not body odour), but (black outs).
At approximately 0630 hours we were sufficiently
recovered to be able to stagger around with the men's tea,
ably lead by the Bandmaster. At midday the R.S.M. led
us all to the Officers' Mess, where we were plied with liquid
refreshment. It was a good job we had to serve the men's
dinner at 1 p.m., or who knows how we would have finished
up. The remainder of the day was spent in different ways,
some members going out to married quarters, others going
to bed, but quite a few finished up having a little party in
the Mess.
Boxing day brought our usual Officers v. Sergeants
football match and this year it was confined to livingin
members. Five minutes each way was far too long from our
point of view, because in, this time the Officers claim to
have got the ball in our net four times. We did manage
to penetrate their defence once, but even this they tried to
disallow. Under the Marquis of Queensbury rules, we were
correct and after much argybargy we retired to the Mess
and put it to the committee, who, after much discussion,
gave us the verdict. Final score ?
During the month changes have taken place, some
good, some bad. C/Sgt. Stephenson left us to take up
civilian employment, and S/Sgt. Johnston, R.A.P.C., left
us to take up a staff appointment a few miles away. We
wish them both a successful future and hope to see them
soon. Of the new arrivals, we welcome S.Q.M.S. Marsh,
R.A.P.C., Sgts. Sam Kill and Ron Coleman, the latter two
having recently been promoted. May they all have a happy
and successful tour in the Mess. Promotions within the
Mess are Sgt. Moir, A.C.C., to S/Sgt. Congratulations.
Cookie. When in doubt—brew up.
So much has happened that it would be impossible
to record it all in one issue of the " Buster." Let us say
then, a good time has been had by all and leave it at that.

CORPORALS'

CLUB

After several hours of intense and bitter concentration,
we can think of no more adventurous manner in which to
embark on the New Year than to wish all our readers
everywhere the very best of everything for 1958.
December 30th, 1957—one of the last days of the Old
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Year and the date of the first Corporals' Club social
occasion in Nicosia. Premises by courtesy of the W.V.S.
Lady and music by kind permission of Bandmaster R. G.
Watkins, B.E.M.. paved the way for a highly successful and
enjoyable evening. By 9 p.m. the party was in full swing
and wc found ourselves completely surrounded by a
multitude of persons attired in scarlets and blues and khakis
and very occasionally in more distinctive and infinitely
more agreeable feminine garb. (We hasten to add, in case
there should be any misunderstanding, that there were
ladies present an.d that none of us dressed up for the
occasion).
As soon as we were gathered in sufficient force, vocal
battle was promptly and energetically engaged with the
Regimental Band. Needless to say, the Band, in the best
musical traditions of the British Army, overcame our over
whelming numerical superiority and emerged victorious by
at least one trumpet's blast. Not so the .Skiffle Group, how
ever, who, sad to say, despite valiant efforts an.d some
frantic scraping on the Wash Board, could make little
headway against the mighty roar of conversation.
On a more serious note, we should like to extend our
gratitude to the Commanding Officer and Mrs. Flint, and
to all of our other guests for honouring us with their
presence and contributing so greatly to the enormous
success of the evening. We only hope that they enjoyed
themselves as much as they made it possible for us to do.
Unfortunately, mainly because of our lack of accom
modation, the 30th becomes the solitary Corporal's Club
social occasion about which it is possible to write.
On the field of battle we are, at this moment,
sustaining a fiercesome frontal assault by R.S.M. Parker.
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who, armed with his formidable twin battering rams of
Drill Parades and Discipline Lectures is rapidly breaching
the flimsy wall of our defence.
Our congratulations to exCpls. Sam Kill and Ron
Coleman on their recent promotion to Sergeant. We shall
miss their energy and drive in our Club affairs. Departures
and arrivals of late are too numerous to mention by name,
but we extend a special welcome to Cpls. Ashdown and
Humphries, who rejoin us after an absence of many months.
We apologise for the extreme brevity of these notes
and assure you that you will be hearing a lot more of us
in. the very near future.
" Les Miserables."
RUGBY

FOOTBALL

1958 Results
1st January. 1 R.W.K. versus 1 Glosters. Won 125.
Humphries was unfit for this match and without our
number one kicker, the score was not as convincing as it
might have been. Not one of the four tries was converted,
and a penalty right in front of the posts was missed as well.
The Glosters. by some very robust forward play, showed
up one or two weaknesses in the pack. Major Macmillan
refereed.
1 R.W.K. versus R.A.F. Nicosia.

Won 96.

(3 Para., please note).
This was a great victory, as the R.A.F. Nicosia are
regarded as being one of the strongest sides on the island.
The only other army team to beat them have been the
Welch Regiment, who were finalists in the Army Cup at
home last year and the winners the year before. Three
days after this match, the Welch Regiment were beaten by
the R.A.F. The game itself was played in. a howling gale
which made handling difficult, but if we had taken our
chances in the first half when the wind was behind us.
the score might well have been more in our favour. 2/Lt.
Leckie, L/Cpl. Floyd scored tries and Humphries kicked
a penalty goal. The R.A.F. score consisted of a penalty
goal and a try.
I R.W.K. versus 3 Inf. Bde. 2nd Round of the Army Cup.
Won 340.
An almost effortless victory. The score was made up
of 5 goals and 3 tries.
1 R.W.K. versus Cyprus District Signal Regt.
District Cup Quarter Final

Won 158.

This game was played on a glue pot of a pitch and
the referee, to put it mildly, was indifferent. Both these
things contributed to the poor showing of the Battalion
Team, who should have won this game by a much bigger
margin. Again we were reduced to fourteen men. for
twenty minutes by injury to Pte. HofT. the hooker, who very
gallantly returned to the field after receiving treatment.
All three tries were scored by L/Cpl. Floyd and Humphries
converted them into goals.
Record to date :
Played 12; Won 12; Points for: 259; Points against: 37.

4 th

5 th

BATTALION

First Aid Competition
'1TH quite a number of weekend
fixtures on the programme and the
holiday season coming on. it was decided
to hold this Competition on Drill Nights.
There isn't time to judge six teams in one
evening, so that two rounds had to be
arranged. The first, held at Avebury Avenue
on 10th December, was for benefit of H.Q.
Support and "A" Companies, and the second on the follow
ing Tuesday at St. Mary Cray for "B", "C" and "D". The
scores were pretty close and in the event H.Q. Coy. emerged
the winners, "C" Coy just failing to repeat their success of
last year. The full scores were: —
Total
Oral
Practical
85
H.Q. Cov. ..
. 71
14
81
"C" Coy. . .
. 62
19
"D"Coy. ..
. 59
16
75
16
73
"B" Coy. ..
. 57
"A" Coy. ..
63
. 58
5
Sp. Coy. . .
7
60
. 53
3-in. Mortar Week-end
On 1415th December, with a particularly unpleasant
easterly wind blowing across the wastes of pebbles, repre
sentative detachments of all three Battalions of the Brigade
assembled at Lydd. Training was ably supervised by a
travelling team of the Support Weapons Wing of the School
of Infantry, and some very fair shooting resulted. Shooting
is tricky on these ranges since the ground is so flat, that it
is difficult to estimate accurately the correction for range
required after a ranging round, so that some useful lessons
were learned. In spite of the strong wind, the section of
Mortars also produced a very fair smoke screen. The whole
party came away very grateful to the 2nd Bn. Grenadier
Guards for their excellent administrative arrangements. The
unscheduled hot stew at lunch time on Sunday was par
ticularly welcome after a cold morning on the range.

NEWS

FROM

COMPANIES

" A " COMPANY
MAJOR J.. L. LARGE.
T.A. CENTRE, UNION STREET. MAIDSTONE.

Company activity this month has for obvious reasons
been somewhat curtailed, but now that Christmas and the
New Year are behind us, and all hangovers are long since
forgotten, we hope to get down to some serious training
and have more news to report next month.
We are pleased to extend our congratulations to Capt.
Ken Watson—not on an increase to his family this time—
but on his recent promotion. We are glad to report that
the weight of the extra "pip" on his shoulder has not
lessened the agility with which he raises his right elbow.
The outstanding event this month was our Annual
Dinner, which this year was held at the Royal Star, on
Saturday, 11th January. The Company was at almost full
strength on this occasion, and we welcomed the presence of
Captains Goodwin and Stephens, and the R.S.M. Amongst
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our other guests we were pleased to see Mr. Maxlow, Chair
man of the Maidstone Branch of the Past and Present
Association, and Mr. Charles Hendrick, M.B.E ., who appears
equally at home partaking of refreshment as he does when
he is dispensing it at the Drill Hall. Once again our exP.S.l.'s
Messrs. "Tug" Wilson and "Ginger" Garrett were in atten
dance. the former being overheard making discreet enquires
as to the maximum age limit for joining the T.A. We hope
to have more news in this connection later on. Disappoint
ment was expressed at the absence of the Colonel and
Major Brock, which we understand was caused by unavoid
able Military duties. Readers will no doubt welcome the
news that C.S.M. Bob Clegget was present, and appears to
have made an excellent recovery from his recent operation.
He says that his inside has now been passed fit for duty.
Finally all of "A" Company wish all readers a belated
but none the less Happy New Year.

" B " COMPANY
MAJOR T. C. COATH.
T.A. CENTRE, ANGLESEA ROAD, ST. MARY CRAY.

In view of the First Aid Competition, which took place
on Tuesday, 17th December, the early part of the month
was devoted to "brushing up" for it. On the appointed day
a real surge of R.A.M.C. types took over the drill hall and
put teams from "C", "D" and "B" Companies through their
paces. All our "Brushing Up" seems to have been of no
avail for we did not even keep up last year's standard, and
dropped to fourth place. In mitigation, we must say that our
two most knowledgeable members of the team were unable
to get there, and it says much for the partially trained
volunteers who stepped into the breach at a moments notice,
that we managed to achieve fourth place. We welcomed the
2 I.C. Major Meyrick on this occasion and trust it will not
be long before we have the pleasure of another visit by
him.
We had to postpone the Postal Shoot once again this
month, but hope to fire it olf early in the new year. The
training ended on the 19th December, and we wished each
other well for 1958 in the customary manner.
We decided to cancel the Ladies' night for December
and hold a New Year's Party instead.
Recruiting. Again we have another recruit on tap and
hope to be able in the next issue of the News letter, to
report his and many others enlistment. We are going flat
out to keep them coming in and the response so far is very
encouraging.
4*.

"C"

COMPANY

MAJOR H. D. A. PENNELLS.
T.A. CENTRE, ARGYLE ROAD, SEVENOAKS.

During the early part of the month the main training
interest was preparation for the First Aid Competition.
Perhaps missing the guiding hand of Sgt. Ebbs, we were
unable to repeat last year's success, and had to be content
with second place to H.Q. Coy.
... Welcome. To our latest recruit, Pic. H. Jones. On his
first .appearance as a volunteer no one had any difficulty in
recognising him as our former P.S.I, and Company Ser
geant Major.
We breathe again. We have at last said goodbye to a
succession of tenants, the Sevenoaks Players, the Post Office
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and the Mass XRay unit and have the drill hall to our
selves once more.
Invalids. We were sorry to lose Mr. Rogers to hospital
with bronchitis just before Christmas, but we are glad to
report that he is safely back with us and looking much
better. C.S.M. Baker and Mr. Leavens between them have
held the fort to help Mrs. Rogers during his absence.

" D " COMPANY
CAPTAIN B. J. NEWMAN.
T.A. CENTRE, PARISH LANE, PENGE.

This must of necessity be brief because, in the first
place, there is precious little to report, with Christmas inter
vening and, in the second place, as usual, 1 have left it
until the last moment and so it is all done in a great rush.
We have had two more recruits since I last wrote to
you. The first one, Godwin, is now duly approved, and the
second, Rumbold has just had his medical which I think he
will pass. The latter was with us a National Serviceman
for some time and we are happy to welcome him back.

petition. The team is due to perform on 2nd February, and
we wish them success.
Our recruiting capture this month was Private Barton,
A.C.C., to whom we extend a hearty welcome. It is under
stood that one or two exmembers of the company are
contemplating rejoining, and we hope to have more news
next month.
Our success in the medical field has alas not been
repeated in the Darts Tournament. "B" Company, or rather
appropriately "Bravo" Company, knocked us out in three
straight games, and not many more throws.
The next item of news is not, strictly speaking, a
December item, but we cannot wait until next month to
olfer our sincere congratulations and best wishes for the
future to Lt. M. V. Nyren, the Assistant Adjutant, who has
just become engaged. Upon the question of whether or not
to have an "AllLeather, Military type GuardofHonour"
we offer the comment of an American, George Ade who
said "If it were not for the presents, an elopment would be
preferable."
Eavesdropper.

Forgive me if I remind you that we still are without
our rifies. With an eye on the coming M.T. weekend, we
commence in the near future with some trial runs in the
evenings by way of a little practice.
We are hoping to start a corps of Drums at Penge, and
although this will presumably function under Headquarter
Company, by doing their drills with us they would con
tribute to the general air of activity which is all to the good.
Whether the neighbours will share this sentiment remains
to be seen.
Our Social was duly held on the 14th, and the skiffle
group did themselves justice. One or two of the faint
hearted were heard plaintively bemoaning the fact that
there was no old fashioned waltz, but for the younger
members it seems to have been enjoyable. We had a very
good attendance, well in excess of 125 which was the
number we had budgeted for. The C.O. very kindly put in
an appearance and it was over half an hour before he
realised that the twitching figure heading the skiffle group
was one of his company commanders.

" H . Q . " COMPANY
MAJOR F. J. BOBBY.
T.A. CENTRE, AVEBURY AVENUE, TONBRIDGE.

The Signal Platoon indoor Training Set has now been
installed in the lecture room at Avebury Avenue. Sgt.
Brough looking plumper than ever, negotiated the mysteries
of the wiring, whilst Cpl. Rogers performed in one day,
casual feats of carpentry which would have occupied the
unit for weeks.
The M.T. Platoon has embarked on a course of instruc
tion which apparently necessitates the disappearance of Sgt.
Cheeseman with truck loads of W.R.A.C. learner drivers.
The occasions upon which such vehicles break down or
run short of petrol have been the subject of mild interest,
and some speculation as to whether they may become more
frequent with the better weather.
The Company First Aid Team, much to their own
astonishment we suspect, won the Battalion First Aid Com
petition and have now been entered for the Brigade Com

SUPPORT COMPANY
MAJOR D. W. J. WOOD, T.D.
T.A. CENTRE, SI'ELDHURST ROAD, SOUTH BOROUGH.
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HE monthly epistle finds your correspondent and every
one else at the Depot in the grip of Administrative
Inspection Fever. The dreaded date is 11th February, and
the Q.M. is experiencing a run on paint and other stores
useful for the obliteration of unauthorised marks on walls.
A favourite method is the use of notice boards, charts and
posters. Another symptom of the fever is an, outbreak of
permanent staff muster parades in the drill shed, where
those who rise early enough may be fortunate in seeing
three sleepy ranks proffering unwholesome bundles of socks
for inspection.

Normal routine continues, however, and on 8th January
the recruits of Trasimene Line and Argenta Gap Platoons
engaged in a boxing contest in the gym. The result was an
easy win for Argenta Platoon, whose morale appeared
noticeably higher than that of their vanquished opponents
throughout.
An intake of 90 N.S.M. appeared on the following day
and were organised into Kohima and Malta platoons under
Sgts. Rickwood and Tillman. These large intakes, apart
from testing the administrative resources of the Depot, are
also part of the plan to reduce National Service. It has
apparently been decided to give us a year's quota in one
intake !
On 10th January a draft consisting of Sangro and
Cassino platoons left for the 1st Battalion.
On the 12th Pte. Fretter, whom we welcome from the
Infantry Junior Leader Battalion, went on an N.C.O. Cadre
at The Home Counties Brigade Depot, together with Pte.
Soldan. We wish them both the best of luck.
2/Lt. Clinch left for I R.W.K. on the " Devonshire,"
on 21st January, and on the 23rd there was an influx of 20
Numismatists under the auspices of Major Reg Love. After
a brief, but refreshing sojourn in the officers mess, they
proceeded to the Museum where they were conducted round
the relics.
Trasimene Line and Argenta Gap Platoons passed
out on 24th January in complete silence. The square was
under five inches of snow which had to be trampled flat
by successive waves of recruits before it could be used. The
band of 3 Para, provided the musical accompaniment and
Col. HarleyArcher, of the Royal Fusiliers, took the salute.
The parade was probably unique; not only was it the first
time that we have presented one " on ice," but also it was
the first draft we have trained for another regiment. Cer
tainly the white hackles of the Fusiliers were appropriate
to the weather conditions.
Both the hockey and soccer teams have been harrassed
by the weather although the latter are recently reported to
have won a match v. H.Q. Home Counties District.

However L/Cpl. Edwards has commenced a Badminton
club on Monday evenings, and armed with very expensive
implements its members make light of the snow and keep
warm in a way that even the Q.M. would approve.

SERGEANTS' MESS
Since our last notes there has been a few changes in the
Mess. The new arrivals are C.S.M. Wilde, M.M., Sgts.
Gordon, D.C.M., and Potts, to whom we extend hearty
greetings and hope that their stay in the Depot will be a
happy one. Sgt. Potts arrived, took over a married quarter
and then departed for Pirbright. for a drill course. Wc
have lost the most reserved and silent member of the Mess,
Sgt. RossGower, who at present is on a Signals' course, and
his opposite number "The Thin Man," decided that it was
about time, that he loo, should go on a course. As he
has the weight and size to sway the balance in any brawl,
he has gone on a boxing judge's course.
On 9th January, the Mess held their annual dinner,
which was attended by all members and their wives. A
pleasant evening was enjoyed by all. Paddy Mullen was
invited into the Mess after the dinner for a farewell drink,
as he has now retired from R.H.Q. Alf Waterman has
now taken over Paddy's corner in R.H.Q. Many thanks
are due to Sgt. Scrivens and Sgt. Frost for their hard work
in preparing the Mess and the dinner.
The present topics of conversation in the Mess are
football perms and Joe Thornton's swindle. Anyone in
terested in perming 8 from 15, which is 6,543 lines, please
write to : —
Blacksmith Joe,
Spreading Chestnut Tree, Holdees' Corner,
—or. if calling, knock three times and show your identity
discs, any lime between 0800 and 1700 hours, Joe can be
heard banging his anvil and singing this song : —
" Old King Cole was a merry old soul, a merry old
soul was he,
He called for his light and he called for his pipe,
and he called for his Holdees three.
Now every holdee was a jolly fine chap, a jolly fine
chap was he.
" We do all the work." cried the holdees all in harmony
For there are none so rare as can compare with the
Holdees of the British army."
If the Sgts.' Mess, 1st Bn., are short of eggs, there are
plenty in the Depot Mess. Since the arrival of a certain
Mess member from the 1st Bn. (no names and noone can
be wild) the consumption of eggs has risen from 30 a week
to 130. For breakfast, this gentle member has six, repeat
six, boiled eggs and 8 egg sandwiches in the evening, and
furthermore he has suggested to the P.M.C. that pickled
eggs should be kept behind the bar, in case he, the gentle
member, feels hungry during the evening.
Finally we extend hearty congratulations to Sgt. and
Mrs. Rickwood on the birth of a daughter, and Sgt. and
Mrs. Frost on the birth of a son.

Subscription rates ;—
Officers 9/ per annum, post free;
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Single Copies 5d.. oost free.
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E did not have a meeting in December owing to our
normal evening being sandwiched between Christmas
and the New Year, therefore, there is nothing to report
for that month.
We had our Annual General Meeting on Saturday,
25th January, and although there was quite a large gathering
of members, the numbers were disappointing from the
executive point of view, but nevertheless, good business was
done to the satisfaction of all present.
Our President
The President, Major Leslie Pyrke made his observa
tions on the year's working and said how pleased he had
been to be associated with the several happy happenings
of 'the Branch. He particularly made allusion, to our
March social and gettogether, when he was pleased to
receive the Colonel of the Regiment, Lt.Gen. Sir Wm.
Oliver. K.C.B., O.B.E., and Lady Oliver, on behalf of the
Branch. He also mentioned Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards, M.B.E.,
D.L., who was accompanied by Mrs. Edwards on the same
evening and hoped that they would all grace us with their
presence again at our 1958 event. This drew considerable
applause from the members. Continuing, he said how glad
he was to learn that several applications had been made to
the Regimental Compassionate Fund with successful results
to the branch in general and the recipients in particular.
Reports
The Chairman, Mr. R. J. Wilks, then, made his report
and thanked all those members who had supported him
during his year of office. Particularly he mentioned those
hardworking people, the Secretary, Mr. G. H. Cockell. and
the ViceChairman and Treasurer, Mr. A. V. Smith, without
whom, he said, we could not exist as a branch of our
Association. He also mentioned our young standard bearer,
Philip Waters, who, although untried at that moment and
was unplaced, acquitted himself quite well in the standard
bearers' competition at Maidstone. Nor did he forget
George Lefley, our " doughgetterinchief," for his con
tinued running around with the raffle tickets. And finally,
he thanked the ladies for their generous support and for
bearance with us at all times.
The financial report was then read out by Mr. A. V.
Smith to the satisfaction of all present. This showed that
we were well in the " blue," which brought applause and
thanks from the members.
The Secretary's report was a resume of the year's work
and was also well received.
The standard bearer was then called upon to make
some remarks, which he did regarding his first competition.
He said that although he did his best, that was not quite
good enough, but he hoped to do better and even win the
coveted prize in the near future.

The election of officers was then proceeded with, the
President taking the chair. The post of chairman was
vested in Mr. A. V. Smith, Mr. Wilks being defeated on
the vote. I should add that Mr. Smith's name was put
forward by Mr. Wilks, which proves his sporting instinct.
He was, however, voted in hs ViceChairman later. The
voting was unanimous in favour of Mr. Cockell as Secretary,
there being no opposition. Mr. Smith retains the position
of Treasurer, much to the pleasure of all the members.
In each case the elected officers made suitable remarks
and thanks for the confidence shown.
Grateful Members
During the evening, Mr. F. C. Marchant, who had
been in hospital several weeks, rose and thanked the branch
for the letters of sympathy and good wishes for his early
recovery, and particularly owing to the bereavement that
he had sustained by the " passing " of his mother. He said
that the sight of Mr. Cockell and Mr. Wilks during his
stay, had fortified his morale and made him feel that he
MUST get better, hence his presence that evening, also Mr.
E. Gaze gave thanks for the mercenary comfort that he
had received from the Regiment, through the efforts of the
branch, after he had sustained injuries in a motor accident.
We were particularly pleased to have with us Mr. C.
Brown, an old 1 /5th Bn. N.C.O. of 1914/18 vintage, who
had come all the way from Hounslow, Middlesex, to be
present. He gave thanks for his wonderful welcome and
recited anecdotes which furthered espritdecorps to the
delight of the members.
Our Thanks
Wc are grateful and thank the President and manage
ment of the Bromley United Services Club for their
continued hospitality in allowing us to use their premises
for our meetings and functions.
Best wishes to 1st Bn., 4/5th Bn., The Queen's Own,
and all branches of our Past and Present Association.
" I wuzz Thayre."
CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH
The business at our Committee meeting and our
monthly meetings in January were, as usual, confined mainly
to future events. The first, and most important on the
agenda being our annual celebration of St. George's Day.
The date for this will be Sunday, the 27th of April, at St.
George's Church, Catford.
Our usual supporters amongst the Branches will, of
course, be invited by letter, but should there be others who
would care to join us, we would be only too happy for
them to do so, and details will be forwarded on application
to the secretary. We are normally very well supported by
the other Branches, and their standards, and it speaks well
for the spirit that exists amongst the members of the Regt.
that there is such support on the occasion of the feast of
the patron saint of the Englishman.. Not many people
nowadays celebrate this occasion and we are proud that
we are the ones who have instigated this annual recognition
that we have a patron saint.
After the Church service, which is always very impres
sive and satisfying, we indulge in that other sort of cele
bration; in which most of us are more expert, and a quiet
sort of semisocial evening develops. This year, in view
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of the support we have had in the past, we intend to make
the whole thing a rather more detailed affair in terms of
organisation, so it should be even better than it has in the
past.
The next item on our long list of engagements is our
Annual General Meeting, so will all our members take
note that this will be on Friday, the 9th of May, followed
on the 10th by a Bangers Dance to which we have been
kindly invited.
We then have a Social evening, tentatively laid on for
Saturday, May the 24th, details being held in abeyance
only due to building alteration at our H.Q. This is Empire
Day—another patriotic sort of a celebration and we are
already assured of a full house.
And finally, the one we should have mentioned first,
chronologically, but last in order that you shouldn't forget,
is the tentative date of 12th of April for our Annual Dinner
at the Signal. Also depending on the alterations at the
Signal. More of these things nearer the time.
Of the business side, we have had some very jolly
meetings. Crib, darts, beer, music and all the usual fun
and games that are part of our gettogether at our H.Q.
" Elsie."
CHATHAM BRA-NCH

A

T the November meeting (announced as the Annual)
attendance was insufficient for A.M. business and
December 2nd was arranged for the Annual Meeting. The
Branch President appealed for adequate attendance on
December 2nd to permit election of officers and discussion
on the Annual Dinner.
The ViceChairman opened the December meeting at
8.5 p.m. with a silent tribute to members of the Past and
Present Association who had passed. Apologies for absence
received from E. Empett and S. Bilney. Minutes of 4th
November read and confirmed. Treasurer's report was
submitted and approved. It was decided, owing to lack
of support, that an Annual Dinner for 1958 would not be
proceeded with. Election of officers — the President
suggested three alternatives owing to small attendance. Jim
Munchin proposed postponement until the Spring. C. J.
Williams proposed postponement until more than 20
members present, lt was finally agreed to review the
position at the March meeting with present officials
continuing in office until March. Statement of accounts
for 1957 was presented and approved. The President
extended a vote of thanks to the branch officials for their
work during the past year. Seconded by S. Thompson,
Major Brothers stated he was writing to Mr. Pilkington in
Canada. He extended Seasonal Greetings to all members
and hoped for better support at future meetings.
The Branch appreciates a donation to the Ike Williams'
Fund, by Ike's son. Major Williams.
Arrangements have been made for the Rifle Club to
shoot any Thursday, and members interested are asked to
notify the Chairman, Major G. W. Paice.
January 6th, 1958—New Year greetings to all. The
monthly meeting was opened by the Chairman, G. W.
Paice. Apologies for absence from Major R. W. Brothers,
Alf Tapp and E. Emprett. December Minutes were read
and confirmed. Arising, it was resolved to continue the
Branch Members in Canada. Gift for Branch Raffle
received from Pilkington. Frank Sutton has a new job,
sends seasonal greetings and appeals for Branch continu

51

ance. It was resolved that letters received be recorded in
Branch records. Range arrangements postponed until
completion of requisite forms.
G. H. Anchors,
Branch Correspondent.

LONDON BRANCH

W

ELL, here we are again; in the New Year and our first
meeting held on the 31st January. As is always the
case with our January meetings, it was poorly attended.
It may be the "after the Lord Mayor's Show" of the
Christmas party, or the need for saving, the recuperation
after the expenses of Christinas and the New Year, but
whatever the cause, it is a fact that the first meeting in the
New Year is nearly always poorly attended.
This year, of course, there was on.e other factor which
I know accounted for a few. On the evening previously,
and in that morning's weather news, we were promised a
return of the fog of the previous evening. As it happened,
for the very first time, the weather forecaster was wrong!!
There was never a sign of fog which was of little conse
quence in the morning, and never sighted later, for which
many thanks.
It was heartening to see those who did put in an
appearance and the meeting opened fairly well to time.
Among those present were Lt.Cols. Durtnell and Pink, who
told me he had had 'flu recently, Lt.Col Ron Mines, Messrs.
Harry Edwards, Cox and Paige, our veteran members (who
had their wives with them, thus we still had two ladies,
bless them, gracing the meeting).
There was our Secretary Tom Briddock, our Treasurer
Percy Hallett, who had a much more serious illness than
he had led us to believe in his letter, having followed up
his appendix trouble with peritonitis. He is looking much
fitter now and complains bitterly, " 1 had no illnesses at all
whilst I was serving, they all come now I'm in. Civvy Street."
It was nice to see Perce again, and we all hope his present
good health continues.
It was nice to see Scruff Boughton along with us once
more, John Newton. Charles Lewis, our usuals, Jeppy, and
Darkie Maslin, Jack Hunt, "Bandy" Waller, Lea Shuffle,
Freddy Jarmain, " Beadle " Burton, the welcome return
now out of hospital of our Welfare Officer, Timber
Marchant, and Major Douglas Burrows, with Tom Vidler,
our Chelsea Pensioner member, not forgetting Robert
Wilks and one visitor, more of whom, later.
There was a slight panic early on when Col. Pug
Durtn.ell, having a look round, discovered that there was no
sign of our Chairman, Trel'or Thomas. I was able to
explain that Trefor had informed me, earlier in the day,
that he was going along to see his M.O. as he was under
the weather, and there was a distinct possibility that the
"quack" would give him instructions to get straight to bed.
This was not of great importance, the Vice could
carry on in his absence. Where was the Vice ? He was
absent. Ah, well, what about our Hon.. Presidents ? No
where to be found. Our President held fast by fog
weathermen's forecast. Right ! Put the Spider in the
chair; if he can write he can talk—and for the first time
I took the chair in the absence of all our office bearers.
The meeting opened promptly, as in view of the fog
news, those living wel.l out of London wanted to leave as
early as possible, so the prompt start was appreciated. We
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had our usual friendly interruptions as our later arrivals
came in. but these were more welcome than usual.
The Minutes were read and passed, and there were two
or three letters to be read. One was from Dick Blackham.
who had hoped to be along, but was still not really fit.
thanking the Branch for. as he wrote " the smashing
hamper" we sent to Mrs. Blackham for Christmas. We
owe a vote of thanks to Tom Briddock for this item as he
did all the purchasing and issuing. There was mail from
H.R.H. The Duchess, our Colonelin.Chief, who appreciated
very much our wishes for Christmas, and wished all our
members good health and prosperity in the years to come.
Gunboat Parry, whose wife is not so well at the
moment, had sent word to Percy Haliett that Mrs. Wallace,
who had been in hospital over the Christmas and New Year,
was now recovered, and living at No. 6, Paynders Court,
Paynders Road. London. S.W.4. She had a fortnight's
holiday at Sutton Valence following her illness, and the
branch trusts she will continue in good health. No doubt
she will pay us a visit at one of our future meetings, this
she has threatened. Many thanks " Gunboat," for the
news.
We welcomed back to the fold Timber Marchant, who
has been, in hospital at New Cross, and who was discharged
from there two days before Christmas. We offered him
our condolences at the death of his mother, and apologies
for the lack of branch visitors, which we understood was
one of his troubles whilst in " dock." He did tell us, how
ever, that young Jepson had tried and failed to get in to
see him. Jeppy was nursing a heavy cold and the beaks
wouldn't let him in, and that our veteran, Mr. and Mrs.
Paige had been along, these in addition to Ted Tickner,
so Timber wasn't really as huffy as we were led to believe.
Timber had been along to try and see Bert Carver,
but the latter had moved address, and we understand is
now living with his daughter. We all hope Bert is recover
ing from his bereavement and we shall soon see him again.
Timber soon gets into harness. He thanked the members
and committee for their good wishes and hopes to keep
good health and battle on in his welfare job.
It gave me pleasure to welcome Jack Hunt's friend.
Harry Ellis, who spent several years with the 10th P.O.W.
Hussars in the wayback days of the early "Twenties." He
was in India in all the " rough " stations of Meerut. Secun
derbad, Lucknow, etc., and was a driver of a No. 96 bus
with Jack as his conductor when he left the service in 1926.
He looks remarkably well, for his age, and we gave him
the usual welcome accorded to our visitors.
The Bromley Branch are holding another Social in
March, on the 29th of that month, to be precise, and as
that's the day after our meeting, I hope there will be as
many as possible of our West Kent, J mean that part of
the County, members attend. It is quite necessary to give
in attendance figures, no function can cope with arrange
ments unless these are in hand, so will any of our members
who will be going please let Tom Briddock know, either
by writing to him, his address is on the cover, or letting
him know personally, at our next meeting, on the 28th
February, please.
I am not going to dwell on what a good party this
Bromley " do " is—all those that went last time can vouch
for that, but please let us know if you are going, so we can
tell Bromley. Robert Wilks tells me Gunboat Smith is now
the Chairman there — the best of luck Gunboat and may
your meetings thrive.

Having a chat to Col. Ronnie Mines later, we spoke
of many of the members who were away, and I was
interested to know of the ideas of the Staff in respect of
the Parachute Regt., in which so many of our young
officers have served. Paul Crook, who received his D.S.O.
with them, now has to decide with which regiment he will
link his name. Will he remain one of The Queen's Own—
or will he be a Parachute Regt. Officer, a decision which
will be hard for so many to make. All subalterns, if not
dreaming of the baton in the haversack—certainly aspire
to commanding one of his Regiment's battalions, when
there are more than one, and this will still be the case in
the now very popular Parachute Regt.
Looking back to the olden days, I scanned the "Buster"
to see what the company correspondents were calling them
selves. In my day we had "The Grenadier," "The Busy
Bees," The Spider, " Resurgam," " The Gunners," we had
the very famous 2nd Ban. " Ivanhoe," Mr. Medcalf, who
was always blowing the trumpet about his own particular
Grenadiers. What a grand correspondent he was. He
exemplified all the Regular Army good type was—love of
his company, of his officers, and wonderful espritdecorps
—a real good 'un if ever there was one. Wish there were
more these days, or are there in our Regiment ?—we don't
hear of them.
The Battalion correspondence is very newsy, but the
company stuff is all by platoons these days it seems. The
Grenadiers have their " Champs " (no doubt what No. 1
platoon is), "The Badgers," and "The Noisy Three"
(sounds like a music hall turn). " B " Coy. a " nil " return.
Shiny " C " has no nomdeplume, neither has " D ." The
Support Coy. has " Bunnie," and like us in the old days.
"The Gunners." The Anti Tank Platoon, is huffy because
they've been amalgamated with the Assault Pioneers, so
without predjudices they would like to be called the
" Assorted Almonds." The A.P. Platoon which has no
grouse, is written up by the " Lionhearts " ! ! H.Q. Coy.
is by " Dementia Praecox " (in opposition to our Resurgam?)
and the Q.M. Staff, bless 'em. by "The Quartermongers,"
leaving " Faggott" for the Band, that's for you Harry
Lofts, and "The Mekons " for my old friend Mr. E. Grubb.
of the M.T. Section.
So there we are—all of us striving in our own way,
as we did between the wars, giving the same type of news
and views to all those who like to read what goes on in,
and after, the service days. Good luck to them all—
scribes of the Regiment everywhere.
" The Spider."
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QUEENS OWN ROYAL WEST KENT
REGIMENT

Stockists of the approved pattern Shirts,
Regimental and Golf Ties. Blazer Badges, etc.
Civil and Military Requirements
forwarded upon request

12. M I D D L E R O W , M A I D S T O N E
Phone 3575
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FOR THE ARMY OF TODAY

O ONE

HAS MORE NEED

o f a c o m p l e t e a n d efficient personal

b a n k i n g service t h a n t h e A r m y Officer.
I t h a s a l w a y s been s o ; a n d t h e r e is m u c h t o b e said for
k e e p i n g y o u r a c c o u n t with a n A r m y B a n k e r w h o h a s h a d t w o
h u n d r e d y e a r s ' e x p e r i e n c e in d e a l i n g w i t h t h e financial affairs
o f S e r v i n g Officers.
F u r t h e r m o r e t h e r e a r c obvious a d v a n t a g e s i n h a v i n g y o u r
a c c o u n t with t h e A g e n t w h o issues y o u r p a y a n d allowances.
T h e confidential relationship between b a n k e r a n d c u s t o m e r
is n o t affected ; a n Officer's transactions with Lloyds B a n k
a r e k n o w n o n l y t o himself a n d t o t h e B a n k .
Among the hanking and other facilities which are oj special interest to our
customers in Her Majesty's Army are: Arrangements for (he cashing of cheques
ai home and abroad  The transfer of funds by mail or cable  Periodical re
mittances in cash or by draft  Preparation of personal income tax returns and
inpayment claims  Safe custody of documents and valuables  Financial arrange
ments for foreign travel  The appointment of the Bank as Executor or Trustee.

LLOYDS

BANK

LIMITED

Cox's and king's Branch
Officially appointed Agents to the Army and Royal Aw Force

(. !' A I I. At A I. I.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of

Kent with

motto "Invicta."

"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes, " "Peninsula,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand,
"Nile, 1884-85," "South Africa, 1900-02" "Afghanistan, 1919."

Egypt, 1882,

The Great War—1 8 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Atone, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914/J
"Messines 1914, T7" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill GO," "Gravenstafel,
"St. Julien.
Frezen^erg,
Loos,^
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Poziers,"
"Guillemont,
FlersCourcelette,^
"Morval " "Thlepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18." "Arras. 1917, '18, "Vimy, 1917,
Scarpe, 1917.
"ODDV "' "Pilckem," "Langemarck. 1917." "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele, _ Cambrai,
1917 '18" "St. Quentin." "Rosieres," "Avre." "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel
Ameins
Bpaume.
1918!" "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle,' Sambre,
France anf
Flanders 191418" "Italy, 1917-18," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla." "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915,"
Rumani,
Egypt,
191516,"' " G a z a " "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell ' Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,
" S h a r q a t , " "Mesopotamia, 1 9 1 5 - 1 8 . "
Second World War—"Defence of Escaut." "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h - W e s t E u r o p e , 1 9 4 0 , " "Ala:in el Haifa," " E l A l a m e i n , "
"Diebel Aboid," "Djebel Azzag. 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 1943, Si Abdallah,
Noith
Africa 194243," "Genturipe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily. 1943," "Termoli," "San Salvo," "Sangro," 'Romagnoli,^ Impossible
Bridge," "Villa Grande." "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley,' "Piedimonte Hill." "Trasimene Line,
A^o,
Advance to
Florence," "Monte Scalar!," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridge head." 'MonteiPianoereno.
Monte Spadu o
Sen o. _
"Araenta Gap" "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445." "Leros," "Malta, 1940-42," "North Arakan,
Razabil,
Mayu Tunnels.
"Defence of Kohima" "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 19434o."
ColonelinChief

: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O.. G.B.E.

Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, IC.C.B., O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (SOth and 97th Foot)

Battalions :

British Forces Post Office 53.

4tli/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the
Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone.

T H E QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E
LieutenantGenerol

REGULAR

OFFICERS

LIEUTENANT-COLONELS
Names
H.Q., B.A.O.R.
1 R.W.K.

Buckle, P. C. M. ...
Flint, A. J. M„ M.B.E.

Sir

William

Oliver,

K.C.B.,

O.B.E.

SHORT

SERVICE

COMMISSIONS

MAJORS
Names
Trumper, J M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S., M.B.E.
Duffield, G. W

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
R.B.D., British Army Post Office, 5
Welfare Officer, M.P. and D.B.,
Shepton Mallet
G.H.Q., M.E.L.F.

Marsh, H. W

MAJORS
Read, M. R., M.C
Grove, M. R. L., M.C
Bailey, J. D. B
Archer, M. G. M., M.C
Rickford, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K
Gwilliam, D. H., M B.E
Faulkner, D. O
Brock, J. H.
Manners, D. C. J
Waring, H. B. H
Eason, J. A., T.D
Elgood, P. N
Crumplin, W. C. D
Weymouth, G. U., AA.B.E
Dover, V., M.C
Willis, C. F„ M.B.E., T.D
Roper, I. H., M.C
Scull, D. S
Monckton, D„ M.C., T.D
Macmillan, I.. A
Woodman, E. G., M.C
Hunting, K. M
Wilson, J. B
Ambrose, W. G. R
Ruffell, D
Macmillan, H. A
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W

H.Q. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
War Office
War Office
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
H.Q. Western Comd.
M.D.C., T.C., Millom.
War Office.
D.A.Q., H.Q., Rhine Dist.
4/5 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Junior Leaders' Bn.
H.Q., Northern Comd.
I R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
War Office.
2 Ghana Regt.
4 Malay Reg'f.
G.L. Sec , Hong Kong.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
2 Fed. Inf. Bde.
S.O.P.T., G.H.Q., East Africa.
Depot Holdee.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
2 Ghana Regt.
Depot Floldee.
5 Malay.
70 (E.A.) Inf. Bde., E.A.

CAPTAINS

LIEUTENANTS

War Office.
Depot, R.W.K.
1 R W.K.
1 RW.K.
H.Q., Cyprus Dist.
1 R W.K.
29 Inf. Bde.
12 Liason Fit. A.A.C.
I R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
4/5 R.W.K.
Att. Int. Corps.
4 Malay.
(T/Major) 3 Para.
2 Malay.
2 Nigeria.
Eaton Hall O.C.S.
1 R W.K.
2 Ghana Regt.
1 (NY) Bn., K.A.R.
1 R.W.K.

LIEUTENANTS
Wood, W. R
Tarver, C. L
Newall, M. R. M
Pybus,, I. D
Heatly, A. F
Durtnell, R. J
Taylor, E. A
Butler, C. D. B
Langhorne, J
Hiscock, P
Smith, M. J

Fed. Malaya Mil. Forces.
I R.W.K.
3 Para.
3 Para.
3 Para.
1 R W.K.
1 R W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R W.K.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
Depot, R.W.K.

2nd LIEUTENANTS
Champion, C. G
Pearce, N. C
Cleaver, G. F

1
1
1

R.W.K.
R W.K.
R.W.K.

(A/Capt.) H.Q., 7 Armd. Div.
1 E. Surrey.
R W.K.
1 Sierra Leone.

Halsall, A. C. L
Tizard, L. A. S.
Gibbs, W. J
Furionger, B

2nd LIEUTENANTS
R.W.K.
R.W.K.

Colegate, T. K
Clinch, M. J. .

QUARTERMASTERS
(Maj ) 6 K.A.R.
(Capt. att. H.Q., Rhine Dist.

Cook, E. S„ M.B.E
Hunt, W. G

CAPTAINS
Winstanley, R. G
Abplanalp, V. C
Osborne, E. C. S
Shearburn, S. R. O'R
Tugwell, M. A. J
Clarke, C. S
Campbell, D. P. 1
Nicholls, R. W. G., M.B.E
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S
Goodwin, P. J
Norton, J. D
Lygo, J. R
Beale, K. S., M.C
Stock, P. R
Leigh, P. S., M.C
Howlett, G. H. W., M.C
Scouller, J. A
Woolstencroft, D. H
Craven, C. E
Neve, R. W., M.C

7 K.A.R.
S.P. Establishment.
A.S. of M.T., Bordon (Inst.).
HQ., 2 T.A.F.
(T/Maj.) A.S.P.T.

Russell, H. C„ M.C., D.C.M.
Fi'tzpatrick, J. N
Mannering, L. A
Dinsdale, J. W
Beaumont, S. H

4th/5th

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel : Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D.

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Waring, A. R. H„ T.D.

MAJORS
Brock, J. H. (Trg. Major).
Meyrick, K. C„ T.D. (2 I.C.).
Coath, T. C.
Bobby, F. J.

Wood, D. W. J., T.D.
Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Pennells, H. D. A.

CAPTAINS
Ogilvie, J B.
Robson, T. J. R.
Barlas, J. A., R.A.M.C. (T.A.) R.M.O.
Clemence, M. J.
Watson, K E.

Goodwin, P. J. (Adjt.).
CalverJones, J.
Newman, B. J.
Duggan, H. R.
Innes, C. A.

LIEUTENANTS
Parker, P. K.
Horton, R. J.
MacLachlan, S.
Gregory, M. K
Sutton, J. D.
Parslow, G. E.
Cyster, P. L.
Burrell, G. K.
Curtis, D. R.
Cannell, K.
Gilbert, R. P., R.A.P C. (T.A.).

Smith, J. C. C. J.
Gregson, M. D, A.
George, P. M. J.
Kinch, A. A.
Turner, D. M.
Young, R. N.
Maw, N. N. G.
Pergrift, G. E.
Day, B. E.
Fraser, C. G.
Nyren, M. V.
MorleyJacob, P. J.

QUARTERMASTER
Hoggart, E. J. W. (Lt.).

QUARTERMASTERS
Sivers, A. E., M.B.E., M.M
Blake, A. G., M.B.E
Stephens, S. V
Grubb, "J. E„ M.B.E
Hoggart, E. J. W

(Maj.) Depot, R.W.K.
(Maj.) 1 R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot Holdee.
(L't ) 1 R.W.K.
(Lt.) 4/5 R.W.K.

NATIONAL

SERVICE
LIEUTENANTS

Sco'tt, P. M.

OFFICERS
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We offer Major Dennis Faulkner our congratulations
on being called to the Bar by the Inner Temple on the 4th
February, 1958, during his absence abroad. He is now a
BarristeratLaw.

Tutorial
The Editor would be grateful for the loan of a photo
graph of The Regimental Depot Officers' Mess taken before
the first World War. It would be a great help if the owner
could at the same time give us some idea what colour the
outside was painted in those days.
*

*

*

*

NEW "CANUTE" SITS BACK TO WATCH THE
STORM — AS RIOTERS BREAK UP MEETING

O

NE man remained cucumbercool when Communist and
Fascist rioters broke up a meeting addressed by Mr.
Henry Brooke, the Housing Minister, at Holborn Hall last
night. He was Councillor Lt.Colonel Norman Edwards.
The rioters stormed on to the platform, broke up chairs
and tables, tore down Tory placards. They did not break
up Colonel Edward's chair, however. He was still sitting in
it — a grim faced Canute around whom the tide of battle
swirled. Mr. Brooke retired to a back room. So did the
chairman of the meeting, TV interviewer Geoffrey Johnson
Smith. Tory steward Mr. Peter Thomas staggered, bleeding
from the head, after a blow from the microphone.
And Colonel Edwards sat on .. .
' Resign '
The platform table, behind which he was sitting, dis
appeared in the fighting mob.
And Colonel Edwards sat on .. .
Finally — the hall still ringing to shouts of "Resign,"
"Evict Brookes"—he got up and walked with dignity
through the rioters. Nobody touched him. Greyhaired
Colonel Edwards, who was Mayor of Westminster during
Coronation year, said afterwards: "I've never seen any
thing like it in 20 years of political life. But it seemed the
only thing to do — just to stay there, calmly."
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Ex C/Sgt. Vernon G. Slylhe (1st Battalion) sends his
best wishes to all the old lads, through Mr. W. H. Brewer,
who says "Taffy" is having a very nice time and is going
on well in the U.S.A.
*

*

*

*

The following have visited Regimental Headquarters
and entered their names in the Colonel of the Regiment's
Visitors Book during February:
Major M. B. Rickcord on his recent discharge from hospital
following his recent illness, and on privilege leave.
2/Lt. F. J. French on joining the Regiment on his first
appointment.
Capt. V. C. Abplanalp, signed on arrival from 1st Battalion
to take over the appointment of Training Officer from
Major J. B. Wilson, who is now attending a course at
the Intelligence Corps Training Depot.
Lt. N. A. Hallidie proceeded on leave and booked out prior
to his departure for HongKong, early in March, when
he will be joining 1st Bn. The Green Howards.
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates name also appears, his business
was presumably connected with the approaching cricket
season?
Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards (Chairman P. & P. Association)
and Major D. H. Gwilliam visited the Depot on 22nd
February, when they attended a conference connected
with the future amalgamation of The Queen's Own
and The Buffs.
Major W. C. D. Crumplin looked in enroute to join 1st
Battalion.

This article which appeared recently in the Evening
Standard under "In London Last Night" is published with
kind permission of the Editor of the Evening Standard.


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS



Social and Personal

W

E were very pleased to see Major John Winstanley
recently, he served with the 4th Battalion before and
during the last War and is now an eye specialist. He has
promised to attend the Regimental Dinner this year and to
return to Maidstone at a later date when he hopes to spend
longer in the Museum.
*

*

*

*

*

4
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

*

Capt. L. A. Mannering was seen in the town a few
days ago. He was down on leave for the weekend from
the Army Mechanical Transport School at Bordon.
*

The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the
following Regimental Journals and Magazines: —
The Dragon, Globe and Laurel, Tank, Snapper,
R.A.O.C. Gazette, Royal Engineers Journal, British
Legion Journal.

*

Lt.Col. Kip Keenlyside informs us that they have
reached Nyasaland after a most pleasant journey, and
stayed with the Collards in Zomba on their way through.
They have moved straight into a new house, which he says
is rather like an army Quarter, but better. FollettSmith is
apparently among the 400 Europeans out there, but so far
he has not run into him.

May 6th —Home Counties Brigade Golf Meeting at Peter
sham, Surrey.
M a y 9—At Home, Savoy Hotel. Regimental Dinner,
United Service Club. Her Royal Highness The
Duchess of Kent has graciously consented to
attend the Dinner.
Iuly

p | Regimental Golf Meeting, Wrotham Heath.

July 23, 24, 26 and 28—Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 27, 20th Annual Reunion (subject to confirmation).
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir,
I would like to thank you, and members of the Past &
Present Association for your kind remembrance of my late
husband. I am gratified in knowledge that one of his last
wishes was carried out; to be remembered by his old com
rades, particularly those of the 4th Bn. Q.O.R.W.K Regt.,
with whom he spent so many happy years of soldiering.
Yours faithfully,
Mrs. Helen Luckhurst
Dear Sir,
This is to say how very sorry I have been to read in
your February issue of the death of Mr. A. E. Orchard. I
see from her letters to you that Mrs. Orchard draws con
solation from his remembrance by old comrades in the
Regiment, and I am such a one.
When I joined the 2nd Battalion in 1929, the Adjutant,
no doubt in the wisdom which has now made him Colonel
of the Regiment among other distinctions, instantly decreed
that 1 should attend a Battalion cadre course. It was thus
that one of my clearest memories of a wellremembered
period is of being one of a squad under Sergeant Orchard,
then Battalion Weapon Training Sergeant, I think.
We had a few good laughs after parade at some of his
mannerisms and methods, and I expect he had some far
bigger ones about us in the Sergeants' Mess, but he impressed
me very clearly with the calibre of the noncommissioned
officers with whom it was to be my future honour to serve.
I think that my contemporary, LieutenantColonel D.
H. Andrews, M.C., would endorse these sentiments.
Yours sincerely,
Tony Martyn
Dear Sir,
I write in case you have not heard of the death of
Major Arthur John Thatcher, M.B.E ., at hospital in Sunder
land on Monday, 17th February. I attended the funeral at
Sunderland Cremetorium last Thursday, 20th February. He
served with the 2nd Battalion in Palestine, Malta and Leros.
You will find a number of references to him in Lt.Col.
Chaplin's Regimental history. He was C.S.M. of Major
Chaplin's Company in Malta when I first met him in 1940.
He was taken prisoner in Leros, and while P.O.W. was
associated with Capt. E. P. Flood and others of the Regi
ment in raising funds for the founding of a Boys' Club in
East London after the war. There will no doubt be officers
still serving who will be able to tell you more of his army
career than I can. They will not know so much of his
activities since he left the army in 1948, having served for
nearly two years as Group Commandant Northern Com
mand, York. The following summary is quoted from his
obituary notice which was published, with a photo in the
Durham papers on 18th February:
"The man responsible for the establishment and success of
the apprentices training scheme at the Sunderland Shipyard
and engineering works of William Doxford & Sons, Ltd.,
died in Shotley Bridge Hospital yesterday. He was Major
Arthur John Thatcher (52), who for the past 2 \ years had
been apprentice supervisor at the ship building and engineer
ing yard. Major Thatcher, a regular soldier for 25 years,
was awarded the M.B.E . when he left the army ten years
ago. He was appointed apprentice supervisor for Doxford's
in May, 1955, after serving for 3 years with Richardson

Westgarth Group at West Hartlepool." A yard spokesman
said today: "It was as a result of the remarkable efforts by
Major Thatcher during the past 24 years that the apprentice
scheme was such a success."
1 would only add that at his funeral the Crematorium
was crowded with men from the shipyard who obviously
hold him in the highest esteem. His success in this civilian
work will be no surprise to his many friends in the
Regiment, among whom I would particularly mention the
members of his own Signal Platoon in Malta, who still meet
annually in London on the first Saturday in October.
The address of his widow is 52 Wheatall Drive, Whit
burn, Co. Durham. He leaves a 8 years old son. I hope this
information will be of use to you.
With best wishes. Yours sincerely,
John B. Browne (2/R.W.K. 194046)
My Dear Willie,
I am now installed at the above address in a parish
stretching from Rugby to Castlemartin, and we will be
delighted to see any members of the Regiment coming this
way. The only one I have so far contacted is Peter Turner,
who keeps Command going by producing their exercises.
We are at present squeezed into a tiny cottage in the
country, but we are hoping to move into a new quarter on
the outskirts of Shrewsbury when it is finished in about two
month's time, when we shall have room for callers.
I was most interested in my very good friend "The
Spider's" remarks in the last number of the Gazette. The
problem he mentions has been a very real one for a num
ber of us in these times of change, and one for which there
is no solution which can meet with everyone's approval.
Naturally I am now primarily associated with the Regiment,
one of whose Battalions I had the honour to command. But
of course 1 am very proud and fortunate to be able to con
tinue my associations with the Regiment with whom I grew
up.
With many thanks and best wishes,
Yours, Paul Crook
Dear Editor,
I am hoping that some of your readers will be interested
in the Bandsmen of the future.
Down here in Canterbury, the Queen's Own have four
promising young lads, undergoing musical training with the
Brigade Bandmaster Establishment, and I might add here,
that the lads are coming along well.
We are more than pleased to report that one of them,
J/Bdsm. Fremlin has been appointed J/L/Cpl., which to
me was no surprise. The others we have here are Ramsden,
Harden, (the son of Bill Harden) and Roots who is due to
join 1 R.W.K. shortly.
Bandsman Tom Green has just arrived from the
Regimental Band in Cyprus to be an instructor on this
establishment.
Through the medium of the Q.O.G. I would like to say
farewell to all members of the Regiment. I am being de
mobbed and am joining the Southampton Police Force. I
know that Cpl. Jim Wood would also like to say "Cheerio."
He too is going to sample "Civvy Street."
Once again and especially to all members of the Regi
mental Band, whom no doubt would like to be in the land
of snow and ice (which we can say England is at the
moment), I will say so long and all the best.
Yours faithfully, Sgt. P. Yeates
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OBITUARY

r

CAPT. JAMES G. HAMMOND

is with deep regret that I have to record the death of
the above, more familiarly known to most of us as
Jimmy Hammond, following a short and very painful ill
ness, which carried him over the border on the morning
of 8th March last.
Jim had suffered for the past thirteen years from high
blood pressure, sometimes in agony, sometimes to a lesser
degree, but since 1945, never able to get around as a normal
healthy man, of his age. He was only 55 at his death, and
had served 26 of those years with the Regiment. There
will be many mourn Jim, not as a comrade of our Regi
ment, but as a personal friend. To me he was more than
that, closer than most of my own kin.
He joined in 1919, immediately after the 1st World War,
went to Rugeley, Staffs, posted to "F" Coy., which became
later "C" Coy., took part in the Peace Night celebrations
there in June, 1919. and went with the 2nd Bn. to Citadel
Barracks, Dover. To British Army of the Rhine for a few
months, in 1920, and then posted to U.K., with about 100
others of us, on leave, for India posting. We were 4
months at Dover awaiting shipment, and there we struck
up a friendship which has lasted to his unfortunate death.
On January 7th, 1921, we sailed for India.
He went there as a L/Cpl., was promoted A/Cpl., posted
to "B" Coy. of the 1st Bn., and in that company he
remained, until promoted Sergeant. He took a very active
part in all games, representing the 1st Bn. at hockey and
soccer in the early twenties, and although slowing down,
for football, was able to retain his place at full back for
the Battalion hockey side, until 1927, when increasing
weight, and the advent of young country born men into the
Regiment, caused him to give up his senior status in that
game.
He served in Calcutta, Poona and Madras, and was
given the not very enviable task of Provost Sergeant, when
the Battalion reached Bangalore. In this position, he
showed how tact could play a large part, when a mixture of
varied units were always coming in for leave, fun, and
frolics. Never was a N.C.O. or man up before the beaks,
unless he fully deserved it. Few people realise how much
they owed to Jimmy Hammond for the good discipline
maintained in those days in Bangalore.
In 1930 he went home for a tour of duty at the Depot,
was promoted W.O. Class II and posted to the 2nd Bn.,
this being the first time we had been, separated since 1920.
Jim met and married Fay, his widow, at Maidstone, and
when a vacancy existed in the 1st Bn. for C.S.M., Jim
volunteered, and returned to us in Secunderabad in 1933,
bringing a daughter with Fay, named Maureen. He was
posted to " C" Coy. with Major E. S. Kerr, O.C. Coy., and
with " C " he remained until the Battalion left India in 1937.
Promoted to R.Q.M.S. in 1938, he went to France and
came back from Dunkirk with the remnants of the 1st Bn.
in the 2nd World War. He was promoted to R.S.M. and
guided the 1st Bn. for some time before accepting a Q.M.
Commission in the 8th Bn., being Extra Regimentally
Employed on a job near Sevenoaks.
From here, he was posted to a P.O.W. Camp in East
Africa, and here began the high blood pressure troubles,
causing him to be sent back to U.K., being eventually
demobilised in 1945. He fought for a disability pension
and this was granted him. He went to work in civilian

life as a Chief Storekeeper in a wellknown plastic works
near Maidstone, until being recommended for his job with
the Kent Council, where he had been employed for the
past twelve years.
They have been extremely kind to Jim and his family,
and despite his disability, have assisted him in every way
possible, his closest colleagues especially so.
There are many young subalterns of Jims C.S.M.
days who will ever be ready to sing the praise of this ex
C.S.M., who assisted them, not only in their duties, but in
the various troubles which all young officers in India find
themselves up against. Those who have commanded the
companies of which Jim was C.S.M., cannot speak too
highly of him.
A most loyal Warrant Officer. Always impeccably
turned out, he was in his own home a loving father and
husband. In 1938, just after returning from India, he
and Fay lost their only daughter, Maureen. I have never
seen since such an expression of despair, as was on Jim's
face when he broke the news to me. Later came Valerie
to bless the union, and it is Fay and Valerie that are left
behind.
To them, all of us who knew Jim, extend our deepest
sympathy, and trust that in, the fulness of time, they will
get over this grevious loss. He suffered terribly in his last
few days before admittance to the West Kent Hospital, but
never .have 1 seen so much pain borne with such fortitude.
He was in bed when T saw him last, but one would never
have believed the agony he was enduring, to have heard
him yearning about old times and people.
His pain, has now ceased, we, of the Regiment, have
lost a beloved comrade. He will ever be remembered,
wherever personnel of The Queen s Own meet, as one of
the very best soldiers the Regiment ever turned out.
I could go on writing of the life of Jimmy Hammond
for hours. I knew him better than most people, and in him
there was only good, and on that note I end.
Charles Bruce.
J. F. A. SWANSTON, M.C., M.A.

F

RANK Swanston, who died on the 4th February, in his
81st year, was educated at Loretto, of which School lie
was a governor, and at Trinity College, Oxford. He gained
his "rugger blue" in his first year and captained the 'Varsity
side in his last. He married the elder daughter of Sir Alfred
Smithers of Knockholt, where he lived the greater part of
his married life.
Swanston joined the 4th Battalion, The Queen s Own at
the time of the First World War and was posted to G, the
Sevenoaks Company, G Company had been commanded by
Major John, afterwards Lt.Colonel Sir John, Laurie, with
Hubert and Norman Smithers, Swanston's brothersinlaw.
and myself as Junior Officers. These three shortly received
other appointments and I was left in charge of the C om
pany. I felt that Swanston and I had special ties as, for a
short period, 1 had been on the Staff of Loretto and Trinity
Oxford, had been my College also, though I was consider
ably junior.
On the 29th October, 1914, the 4th Battalion sailed tor
India with the Home Counties Division, Frank Swanston
with it, as he had volunteered for foreign Service. After wc
had settled down at Jubbulpur, India, Swanston, who was a
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leading member of the battalion rugger, hockey and cricket
teams, took a machine gun Course and specialised in that
weapon. We all knew him as a keen and active soldier, a
formidable athlete, a cheery and sympathetic brother Officer
and a good friend whose advice was valued by all ranks, a
man of ability, enthusiasm and strong character.
In due course he was posted to Europe and served with
the Machine Gun Corps in Flanders where he was gassed.
He was sent back to England shortly before the Armistice
was signed.
As a Civilian, Frank Swanston was a wellknown figure
in the City of London, a member of the Stock Exchange and
partner in the wellknow firm of Stockbrokers, Smithers
& Co. With his death another Jink with an heroic past is
broken.
Cecil L. Norman

ised a yearly get together where members of the 2nd Bn.
Signal Section met annually.
One of the war time Signallers who until recently
worked in Local Government with me made a good assess
ment of Archie Thatcher when he said to me: "Major
Thatcher was a very good Officer, he always understood
the men under his command and they would do anything
for him."
B. A. Pond

+
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The badge is made of heavily chromeplated metal with
the cap badge set in a background of the Regimental
Colours in vitreous enamel.

MAJOR A. J. THATCHER, M.B.E.

M

Y earliest recollection of Archie Thatcher was in Wok
ing. Throughout his soldiering I always remember him
in the Signal Section where he became Signal Sergeant. He
was of a quite disposition, but a very efficient soldier, and
always obtained the best from his Signallers by tact, under
standing and efficient command. Under his guidance and
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example the Signal Section were always on their toes, and
not once during training exercises were communications at
fault.
Later he was appointed C.S.M., and at Malta he was
C.S.M. of "D" Company of the 2nd Battalion under Major
H. D. Chaplin.
In 1941 he was commissioned and took over the duties
of Signal Officer. He was appointed Captain, and when
commanding the Signals Section he distinguished himself in
action near .Santa Marena where he took over a Bren Gun
and success! ully ambushed a German column advancing
along the coast road. Later the Germans were stopped on
the Slopes of Mount Merarylia by grenades thrown by a
party of Signallers under Captain Thatcher.
He was awarded the M.B.E. for distinguished conduct.
After the war he was on the Staff at G.H.Q., York, and
retired with the rank of Major. He continued to keep in
touch with Signallers who had left the Service and organ
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THE BATTLE HONOURS OF THE QUEEN'S OWN
GAZA—March to November, 1917

T

HE Battle Honour "Gaza" was won by the 2/4th Bat
talion in Palestine during the Great War of 191418.
When Turkey entered the war in November, 1914,
Britain accepted the burden of the defence of Egypt, which
country she had virtually governed since 1882. With few
troops available, the original aim of the British was the pro
tection of the Suez Canal. The Turks promptly advanced on
the waterway from Palestine. Their main attack, delivered
against Ismailia in February, 1915, was thrown back. Leav
ing some troops in the desert to harass the defendeis, the
bulk of the Turkish force retired across the frontier of Pales
tine to the GazaBeersheba line.
After the failure of the Gallipoli Campaign at the end
of 1915, there was no lack of British troops in Egypt. Be
sides those evacuated from Gallipoli, fresh divisions had
come from England. General Sir Archibald Murray, who
was in command, decided on aggressive action. By January,
1917, the advancedguard of his army, known as the Desert
Column (LieutenantGeneral Sir Phillip Chetwode), had
driven the Turks from Egypt.
In February, 1917, the 53rd Division (MajorGeneral
A. G. Dallas) was released from duties on the Suez Canal
and joined Chetwode's Desert Column.The 2/4th Battalion,
commanded by LieutenantColonel N. Money, was in 160th
Brigade.
In front of the British was the Wadi Ghuzze. Beyond
the wadi the ground rose gradually to a chain of heights
extending southeast from Gaza to Beersheba. These formed
a rampart against invasion from Egypt. Gaza, by its position
on the coast road, was a natural gateway. The town was to
be taken by a surprise attack. The Mounted Troops of the
Desert Column were to make a sweep round the landward
side to hold off Turkish reinforcements, while the 53rd
Division assaulted Gaza. A detachment, commanded by
Colonel Money and consisting of the 2/4th Battalion, two
squadrons of Hussars and a section of guns, was to make a
demonstration in the sand dunes between the town and the
sea so as to attract attention from the other flank. The 54th
Division was to support the attack.
At 1 a.m. on March 26, Money's detachment crossed
the Wadi Ghuzze near its mouth and took up a covering
position. As dawn broke a mist rolled up from the sea and
prevented any advance for two hours. When the fog lifted,
the detachment moved on across the dunes against light
opposition. After it had gone about a mile Money halted, as
the feint had served its purpose, and formed square round
the guns. Meanwhile the Mounted Troops had closed the
cordon round Gaza. But the mist had imposed a serious
delay on the 53rd Division. Its attack was not launched until
midday. Moreover, though the troops advanced under a gal
ling fire with superb gallantry, cactus hedges made progress
slow. Chetwode threw in his Mounted Troops from the
north, and a brigade of the 54th Division was sent up. As
the sun began to set these efforts seemed to be successful.
They had come too late, for the light was stopped by dark
ness. Next morning Turkish forces approached from the
east, and general withdrawal was ordered. Money's detach
ment fell back behind the Wadi Ghuzze.
The advantage of surprise had been lost. The next attack
was to be frontal against defences organised with the usual

Turkish skill. To support it, tanks were brought up, more
medium artillery was moved forward, and three warships
were anchored near the shore to join in the bombardment.
The battle began on April 17, when the forward troops
crossed the Wadi Ghuzze and secured a startline. The bom
bardment opened at dawn on the 19th. At 7.15 the 53rd
Division advanced along the coast against the southwestern
defences of Gaza. Its first objective was Samson's Ridge. 160th
Brigade was in the centre, with C and D Companies, under
Captain Dowling and Major Downes, leading the 2/4th
Battalion. Almost at once they came under heavy fire. Casual
ties began to mount. Colonel Money was among those hit;
Captain R. S. Cobb assumed command. By eleven, A and B
Companies had reinforced the leading troops. The tank had
broken down. At this critical moment the 4th Royal Sussex
came up, and after a hard fight, Samson's Ridge was taken.
The tank, now repaired, rolled forward against the next
objective. Most of its crew were hit by armourpiercing
bullets; it came to a halt. To prevent its capture. Lieutenant
Dunkerley ran forward, kept the enemy at bay with the
tank's gun, and then walked in front of the vehicle and
guided it back.
With the division on the right held up, the 2/4th dug
in on Samson's Ridge. A Company, directed by Captain
Hodgson, checked a counterattack, and the position was
made secure for the night. But the operation as a whole had
been a failure. The few tanks had been disabled by fire or
had broken down; the bombardment over the wide front
had been insufficient to subdue the hostile fire. To deploy
more infantry would merely have increased the casualties,
so orders for a renewal of the attack were cancelled. The
ground gained was consolidated.
The Turks lost a little over 2,000 men. British casualties
were 6,000. The 2/4th Battalion had 41 all ranks killed, and
154 wounded. Major Downes, Captain Cobb, Captain Hodg
son and Lieutenant Dunkerley were awarded the M.C.
The defences of Gaza were too solid to be broken except
by a process of siege. The Turkish centre was also strong.
There remained the left flank, which rested some ten miles
northwest of Beersheba. If that could be stormed, the whole
Turkish line could be rolled towards Gaza. General Sir
Edmund Allenby was placed in command of the operations.
The Third Battle of Gaza opened on October 27. The
53rd Division was one of the formations detailed to roll up
the Turkish left. For the first few days the 2/4th Battalion,
now led by Major P. Jude of The Buffs, was employed in
protective duties. Then, on November 3, it took part in an
attack on a height ten miles north of Beersheba. The objec
tive on the 160th Brigade was Hill 1250. The battalion
pressed on well against heavy machine gun fire, Lieutenant
Nicoll being conspicuous for his leadership. By nightfall an
intermediate ridge had been taken with the loss of some
forty casualties. This position was consolidated. After a
brief bombardment the advance was renewed at dawn.
Enfilade fire from wellplaced machineguns prevented the
capture of Hill 1250. Casualties in the 2/4th that day were
43 all ranks killed and 52 wounded. Lieutenant Nicoll was
awarded the M.C.
The final assault on the Turkish left flank was made on
November 6, simultaneously with an attack against the
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centre. During it the 2/4th made another unsuccessful
attempt to seize Hill 1250. Elsewhere however, the assault
was pressed home. Towards evening on the 7th the enemy
drew off to conform with a general retirement of Unen
forces. The Turkish armies had at last been compelled to
abandon the GazaBeersheba line.
H.D.C.

NORMAN CARTER
Watchmaker & Jeweller

53 WEEK STREET
MAIDSTONE
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Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
Lt. R. W. Neve, M.c. (420895), to be Capt., 8th February,
1958.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Class III
Lt. R. W. Briggs (427392), from A.E. Reserve of Officers
National Service List, to be Lt., 21st February, 1958,
retaining his present seniority.
Lt. D. H. Williams (427414), from A.E. Reserve of Officers
National Service List, to be Lt., 21st February, 1958.
retaining his present seniority.
ARMY EMERGENCY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
National Service List
2/Lt. A. G. Witheridge (447779), from Regular Army
National Service List, to be 2/Lt., 22nd September,
1957, with seniority 12th May, 1956.
2/Lt. J. H. Copper (450190) from Regular Army National
Service List, to be 2/Lt., 29th January, 1958, with
seniority 22nd September, 1956.
2/Lt. A. G. Witheridge (4477779), to be Lt., 5th January,
1958.
2/Lt. G. P. Jewell (448689), to be Lt., 23rd February, 1958.
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
ENGAGEMENT

So,

BLANCH—THOMPSON—The engagement is announced
between John William, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. E.
Blanch, of Hareficld, Brockham Green, Betchworth,
Surrey, and Nickola, second daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
W. J. Thompson, of Lobs House, Mickleham. Surrey.

C^Jewellers

BIRTH
FAULKNER — On 16th February, 1958, at B.M.H.,
Rinteln, to Monica, wife of Major D. O. Faulkner,
a son—stillborn.
DEATHS
We regret to report the following deaths:
THATCHER, Arthur John, M.B.E. — (Late Major, The
Queen s Own Royal West Kent Regiment), in Shotley
Bridge Hospital. Durham City, on 17th February, 1958,
in his 52nd year.
FIAMMOND. James G.—(Late Captain, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment) in West Kent General
Hospital, Maidstone, on 9th March, 1958.

to the Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment for
over forty years . . .

35 Sandgate Road

Folkestone

Telephone 2654
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ROYAL

Representations of the uniforms, together with brief
notice of service performed by various regiments ordered to
the East, have recently appeared in the Illustrated London
News; but no record has as yet been given of the Royal
Marines. This highly distinguished corps has experienced
great fluctuations in the manifold duties assigned it. On
every occasion it has evidenced unbending courage and
patient endurance under reverses, which have been re
peatedly acknowledged by the Sovereign. To its imperish
able honour be it remembered that when the demon of
insubordination threatened disastrous consequences to the
British nation in 1797, the Marines spurned every induce
ment held out by the mutinees. lt remained staunch to
its officers; and, in no one instance, swerved from allegiance
to the Crown. By sea and on land it has won commenda
tion for gallant exploits. Whether in presence of an enemy
or engaged in the onerous duty of enforcing discipline on
board, it has never been found wanting. Detached in small
bodies as must occur by the nature of its service when
afloat, it has never sided with the malcontents. On the
contrary, each member of the corps has ever kept aloof
from contamination, and in cases of incertitude, the naval
officers invariably reckon on the support of the Marines.
The origin of the Royal Marines is traced to 1684. It
was raised for the express purpose of forming what was
termed a "nursery" for the navy, and the men were drafted
into ships of our fleet as necessity called for their services.
They wore yellow coats, lined with red, and the colours bore
a red cross, with rays of the sun verging from each angle.
In seniority, the corps stood third in the regiments of the
line. In 1687 and 1689 several other maritime regiments
were raised; but in the latter year they were disbanded,
leaving the original battalion only extant. During the reign
of Queen Anne, six regiments, and an equal number speci
fied for sea service, were formed. The only difference exist
ing between those forces arose from the Ensigns of the
former being classed as Second Lieutenants, which
advantage was not accorded to the latter. From this time,
however, the corps ceased to be regarded as a nursery for
the fleets. During the Queen's reign, several independent
companies were embodied for the express purpose of defend
ing our West India possessions; to which quarter they were
sent, and formed into distinct battalions. From 1703 up to
the present date, the Marines have been held in high esti
mation; and whenever a naval action has been fought, they
have added laurels to those already reaped. At the period
quoted, the force numbered 8.000 men, at an annual ex
pense to the country of £128,133 5s. The peace of 1714
occasioned the whole to be disbanded; and it was not until
1739 that the organisation of marine regiments was re
newed. when six battalions were levied; and, for their better
discipline and drill, five men from each company of Foot
Guards were appointed sergeants and corporals to these
corps. Three more regiments were raised in 1740. They
wore camlet coats, brown linen waistcoats, and canvas
trousers. At the expiration of the three following years,
the force amounted to 11,550 men. The Marines were
placed under the control of the Admiralty in 1747. In 1759
the strength had increased to 14,845; and, in consideration
of the very valuable services rendered by the corps, his
Majesty instituted a new establishment of Marine Officers,
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entitled "General" and "LieutenantGeneral of Marines."
To these were added three Colonels, selected from the post
captains in the Navy. The corps was then divided into
three parts, and designated the Portsmouth, Plymouth and
Chatham divisions.
The merits and utility of this body of men became so
apparent from their zealous and spirited deeds on either
element, that in 1760, 130 additional companies were re
cruited. forming a total of 18,355 rank and file, being then
onefourth more than our naval force. The peace of 1763
was. as usual, marked by a general reduction of troops; and
a very considerable and most impolitic diminution was
effected in this serviceable branch.
Any endeavour to furnish a record of the innumerable
actions participated in by the Marines would be tantamount
to recapitulating every dashing exploit performed by
Englishmen at sea, since in no instance where hazardous
enterprise opened promise of victory were the Marines
absent.
The divisions could not carry on their colours a more
appropriate emblazement than "The Globe," with the per
tinent motto, "Per mare per terram;" for truly it may be
asked, in what quarter of the universe has not some portion
of the corps been? It is now divided into four divisions, and
takes precedence in rank immediately after the 50th
"Queen's Own Regiment of Infantry," or, as it is com
monly designated in the army, "the fighting halfhundred."
On the 29th April, 1802, King George III was pleased
to issue an order directing that in future, the Marines
should be styled "The Royal Marines." The title of "Royal'
was not acquired through influence; it was the reward of
more than one hundred years of undeviating loyalty and
zeal, a Monarch's acknowledgement of fidelity and hon
ourable distinction.
At this instant detachments are on board every one of
her Majesty's ships in commission; wherever wood and
iron can be made to swim, the Royal Marines will be
found in the exercise of their duties.
It is said the detachments belonging to the fleet in
the Black Sea have been landed for the purpose of oc
cupying Varna. 11' so, and opportunity offers, they will
add renown to the already acknowledged valour of British
troops. The greater portion of the men and ollicers com
prising the four divisions arc now afloat, and the necessity
of an augmentation is unquestionable.
("Illustrated London News," April 22nd. 1854).
*
Officer to Tommy: "Did you call the sergeant a rogue,
a liar, a highway robber, and a vagabond?"
Tommy: "I did sir."
"Did you call him a doubledyed twister?"
"No sir. I forgot that."
*

*

*

*

Guard (to prisoner about to be electrocuted): "Have
you any last words?"
Prisoner: "Yeah, I'd like to offer my scat to a lady."
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News from

i st BATTALION

D

U R I N G February
there has been much
speculation throughout the
Island as to the outcome
of talks in Ankara and
Athens about the future of
Cyprus. There has been
considerable tension since
the Turkish Cypriot riots
in January, but there has
been 110 new outbreak of
terrorism or EOKA activ
ity, though there has been
evidence of passive resis
tance.
A number of
Mukhtars have either sur
rendered their badges of
office and resigned as a
protest against the lack of
a solution, or have had
them forcibly removed by
armed men.
The Old City is still out of bounds, although families
can continue to shop there. The main reason for the
continued restriction is the prevention of some small
incident, which at the moment, could easily flare up into
major disturbances.
As the situation remains quiet, the month has been
devoted very much to sport. The outstanding game was
the Army Rugby Cup Final played on the Locusts' ground
on Saturday, February 22nd. Having beaten the Royal
Leicesters in the semifinal, we met the Welch Regiment in
the final. They have an excellent team and an even more
formidable reputation. We lost by 5 points to 9 in front
of a very large crowd, most of whom agreed that we were
extremely unlucky to lose. Although a full report is given
elsewhere, the team richly deserve to be congratulated on
an excellent display of football, in a really hard match
where no quarter was asked or given, in spite of the ground
being very hard. Our team undoubtedly had the best of
the game and had they had their fair share of luck they
might well have had the rare distinction of defeating the
Welch Regiment, last year's winners of the U.K. Army
Rugger Cup, and a first class team. On the day of the
match the betting around Nicosia was that we would be
lucky if we held them to 200 and most spectators, except
those of the Queen's Own, were surprised at the ultimate
score. At the prize giving, by Major General D. A.
Kendrew, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., himself a famous inter
national, the Queen's Own team received tremendous
applause and very sincere congratulations from the G.O.C.
Massed bands and drums from both Battalions played
before and during the game, and with a few leeks living

Battalions :

|j

around and a saucepan hanging on the cross bar, the match
had an international flavour with Welchmen and Cockneys
producing apt and partisan remarks. After the match the
officers of both Battalions entertained a number of guests
for tea and drinks.
The Squash team also did well to reach the semifinal of
the Cyprus Championship, but were then beaten, by the
ultimate winners, 1st Bn. The Middlesex Regt. We have
also heard unofficially that the latter have beaten us at the
last moment in the Middle East Battle Trophy. A great
disappointment as our score had seemed to be unassailable,
being 60 points more than any other known result.
The Boxing Team has also reached the semifinals of
the Cyprus Inter Unit Boxing, having beaten the 3rd Bn.
The Grenadier Guards in the 3 Ind. Infantry Bde. Final.
We again meet the Welch Regiment in a few days time.
They also have a formidable reputation in the ring and
recently beat 1 Suffolk Regt. most convincingly. Our best
wishes go to the Boxing Team and we naturally hope they
will avenge the Rugger.
Finally, in the shooting world, the M.M.G. platoon
fired extremely well in the A.R.A. Machine Gun Cup.
scoring 489 points which is four points better than the
overseas winners in 1956. We have hopes of a mention
in next year's A.R.A. Handbook.
New arrivals during the month have been Lt.Col. D.
C. J. Manners and 2/Lt. Clinch, while we have said good
bye to Major Hector Macmillan, the second member of
the Battalion to hoodwink Selection Boards and succeed
in getting the premature retirement terms. We wish him
the best of luck in civilian life and hope that he may be
of use, on the Stock Exchange, to those few brother officers
who may want or hope to invest small sums of money
squeezed out of the generous New Pay Code ! Lt.Col.
Manners appears to like the look of Cyprus, one of the
few who do, but after two years in Aden, it is not really
surprising.
Coy. H.Q.

"A"

COMPANY

C.B.S. Camp at Nicosia is well on the way to being
*' on the ball." "A" Coy. lines are now very neat and
orderly, as certain members of the Company have had the
task of planting trees in tubs outside the Coy. Office, whilst
others have been placing stones in neat rows down the
lines. It has become increasingly obvious that the old
Army maxim of " Whitewash that stands still and charge
anything that moves" is coming into use in the Battalion.
"A" Coy. .has changed slightly since we last wrote,
L/Cpls. Aufenast and Bush, and Ptes. Burchell, Capon,,
Dalton, Dwyer, Baker and Wallis have all left us and
voyaged unwillingly to U.K.
The Coy. Office is still in its usual state of pure
efficiency and there have, as yet, been no changes. It has
now become common knowledges however, that Major
Macmillan. is due to leave us soon and the Company is not
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at all pleased at this news. With due respect to whoever
takes over from Major Macmillan, we feel it our duty to
warn him he has a large vacuum to fill, and to save Major
Macmillan further embarrassment, we will say no more.
The C.S.M. is stili chasing his clerks to work and has
nearly reached the stage where he stands behind them with
a whip. The C.S.M. has one motto, and that is " A Coy.
Office will be the best in the Battalion, even if it does mean
killing the clerks in the process."
Pte. Sewell, the batman, has recently been earning the
reputation of being a killer in the boxing ring and has won
all his fights for the Battalion in this field of sport. In
"A" COY. BOXING TEAM—WINNERS BN.
SHIELD, 1958

BACK ROW: (left to right) Ptes. Nearly, Portway,

Field, Garrard, Hunter, Gladwell.
SEATED: (left to right) Pte. Carter, Cpl. Watson,

W.O. II King, L/Cpl. Angel, Pte. Sewell.
the Coy. H.Q. lent he now has willing slaves to clean, his
kit and bring him breakfast in bed, mainly due to his
toughness and also because he is friendly with " Mick
Begley " the K.O. specialist of the Battalion.
The Company have, for the last couple of weeks, been
looking after the EOKA prisoners in Pyla Detention Camp
and have returned tired and weary after guards every few
hours in the towers around the prisoners compounds. Pte.
Pratten, Capt. Scouller's batman, left us and went with the
Pyla Party, leaving the Coy. H.Q. tent without their resi
dent " pop " singer.
It seems that we were right in saying that we might
bring you news of pay rises in our next bulletin, for as this
item goes to press, we hear of Regular Pay Rises. We might
ask whether the N.S. man has been left to die in oblivion.
Perhaps when we next write we might see our final
prophecy come true and that is " a move of the Battalion
from Cyprus."
One final piece of good news, "A" Coy. convincingly
hammered the rest of the Battalion, and won the Battalion
Boxing Shield. We hope to publish a picture of our
" punchies " next time.
" The Hammers."
1 Platoon
On exercise Lemon Squash, we experienced the winter
extreme of the Cyprus climate. Our base camp was at
3,000 feet set on a saddle in the Troodos Forest. Besides
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the bitter cold we experienced both rain an.d wind, and on
our last night, snow fell on the peaks 1,000 feet above us.
However, it was a welcome break from the tedium of camp
life. Our second expedition took us to "Pyla" Detention
Camp, where we guarded the political detainees for two
weeks. These two duties meant that the platoon saw little
of C.B.S. Camp during last month.
We bade L/Cpl. Aufenast and Pte. "Tex" Dalton a
jealous farewell and wish them well in civilian life. Fowler
and Sharpe are our next to go and both are counting the
days. Pte. Abbott has returned from Brigade, but has little
to tell us about it. We welcome Cpl. Cooper to the Platoon,
but say farewell to Cpl. Clarke, who goes to 2 PI. Mr.
Champion has returned, but occasionally disappears with
his dogs teams and can be seen now and again on a skyline,
hotly pursuing a galloping dog.
" The Champs."
2 Platoon
These notes cover the period of Exercise Lemon Squash,
and the stay at Pyla Detention Camp.
2 PL, as part of the Coy., moved up to the Troodos
area for a three day exercise. Many memories are still
very fresh in the minds of the Platoon. Ptes. Green and
Evans, we are sure, once the vehicles left the main roads
and hit the mountain track, never opened their eyes until
we stopped. In fact, until they were sure that we weren't
about to move off, they didn't really look out of the vehicle
and see just what was over the side; still never mind, they
got there all in one piece, or did they ?
Much fun was had by all on the exercise, and even
old man weather was quite good to us. Much selfheating
soup was drun.k by all, apart from huge amounts of tea
that Sgt. Brown and Cpl. Ashdown always seemed to be
making. Can they really make tea, we wonder ?
Our second move was to Pyla, and for 15 days we
took over the guards from the Middlesex Regt. How
wonderful the sight of that camp looked to us all, our
very first though was, without a doubt, " when will the day
come to move away from here." Time, however, did pass
pretty quickly, and in the end the day came for us to move
back to C.B.S. Camp, after many weary hours, days and
weeks of "stagging it up," and as we left, one thought rose
in our minds, " Never again, we hope."
We must say farewell to L/Cpl. Bush, and at the same
time thank him for all he has done for the Platoon in the
past, we are indeed sorry to see you depart, and all of us,
that's the best part of a tidy few, wish you all the very
best in the future.
Before closing, we thank both Ptes. Neary and Sewell
for the very fine show they put up in both the Company
and Battalion Boxing Teams. Well done ! !
" The Brownies."
3 Platoon
The ranks of 3 PL are gradually getting thinner, for
in the last release are lost Ptes. Baker, Dwyer, Humphrey,
Capon and Kember. We are very sorry to see them go,
and wish them the very best of luck for the future. For
the past month, we have not had a moment's peace from
any of them. "Surely they won't send someone with just one
week and an early breakfast to do, on a Bde. exercise?" But
no such luck, they all went. The exercise, which lasted
for three days, made a very pleasant change from the
routine life of C.B.S. Camp, but was very tiring. Prior to
this, however, we had a much easier job at King Richards
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School, Dhekelia. Our visit there at the beginning of the
month was the second by "A" Coy., but the first by anyone
from the platoon. Variety was certainly the spice of life
during our stay. Our jobs varied from making two hundred
beds, to playing the parts of small children and parents
arriving on the first day of term to be shown around the
school.
The InterPlatoon Football Competition has been
going on during the past few weeks, but unfortunately 3
PI. was beaten in the first round by 9 PI., possibly because
we played with only ten men for most of the game.
Training has been limited during the month, but we
are now a well drilled riot squad, and can hardly wait to
get in the middle of some mob—providing they don't hit
back.

" C " COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
At long last the Coy. Lines are almost complete and
both the O.C. and C.S.M. are now proud owners of " home
made" offices, while the area around the Coy. flagstaff
makes the Battersea Pleasure Gardens wilt by comparison!
This has involved a lot of hard work by all members of
the Company, not the least being Sgt. Atkins and 8 PI.
We took part irt a Bde. I.S. and Movement Exercise
between 23rd and 26th of January and once more found
ourselves " roughing it " in the mountains. The Coy. seems
to thrive on this sort of treatment, but few of us, I suspect,
were sorry to see our Korean tents again. This exercise
gave us plenty of much needed R.T. practise and our voice
procedure improved rapidly. Ali Pis. found themselves
good sites for base camps and constructed excellent
" bashers" which they were able to inhabit all too
infrequently.
We were rudely awakened the other night at midnight
and told to get ready to move, which we did. In fact we
moved no great distance, round the camp to be precise,
indeed 8 Pi's, vehicle even failed to complete this
" mammoth " journey so that they were forced to foot slog
the hundred yards or so back to the Coy. Lines. This
exercise proved of considerable value and gave us a good
indication as to how long it would take us to "get opera
tional." The results were most encouraging.
We arc very pleased to welcome 2/Lt. Clinch to the
Company. Likewise, we are sorry to lose Cpl. Ricketts,
L/Cpl. Hollyer and Ptes. Fordham, Flail, Holmes and
Robinson, who sailed for the U.K. and "Civvy Street"
in the T.T. Devonshire at the beginning of the month.
Ptes. Birdsall, Gilkes and HedleyJones enjoyed a trip
to Beirut in H.M.S. Floriston the other day. We heard
that the sea was so rough on the way there that it wasn't
only the " Pongos " who suffered. Pte. Gilkes returned to
a ski course in the Troodos, so that many of us feel that
he must have been born under a lucky star.
Ptes. Brown. Page and Sowten have now returned from
tracking, but are still to be seen sniffing suspiciously round
the lines at the slightest provocation.
Sgt. Scudder was recently battling with his 2nd Class
A.C.E. Examination and wc wish him luck.
C/Sgt. Partridge is just off on a Basket Ball Course
followed by leave. We hope he'll enjoy both.
Sgt. Kill was recently joined by his wife and family,
so that we now have the O.C., C.S.M., C.Q.M.S. and the
three PI. Sgts. all living out.
In, the world of sport, L/Cpl. Hayley, Ptes. Allen and

Harmer all reached the finals of their weights in the Inter
Company Boxing, while the first two of these represented
the Battalion in the match again I Wilts, which we won.
In the InterPlatoon Soccer Competition, 7 PI. lost to
the Q.M.'s Dept., 8 PI. to 11 PI., while 9 PI. beat 3 PI.,
but then lost to a strong Sigs. PI. team.
" Flu " has once again " raised its ugly head" and
caused havoc in our ranks for a week, but we are now
clear of it.
We are busy practising for an InterCoy. .22 Compe
tition and will report on this next month.
7 Platoon
This month has been rather an eventful on.e, as we
have had both arrivals and departures, as well as several
outings, including a Bde. Scheme. The arrivals, or should we
say arrival, was that of Pte. Humphrys who transferred to us
from the M.T. Section. In the departure line, we said
good bye to Cpl. Ricketts, L/Cpl. Hollyer and Ptes. Hall
and Holmes. This gallant band succeeded in rousing the
whole Platoon, at a really unearthly hour on the morning
of their departure. In spite of this, we wish them the best
of luck in their future occupations.
In the line of sport, we have not been up to our usual
standard. Our football team, although putting up a gallant
display, suffered a crushing defeat at the hands, or should
we say feet, of the Q.M.'s Dept.
One morning recently we woke to find the Battalion at
two hours' standby. In the usual efficient manner of the
Platoon, we proceeded to spend two hours changing from
one kit to another. When it was decided which kit was to be
worn we were then, much to our dismay, " farmed out "
around the Coy. lines to work !
On Thursday, 23rd January, we embarked upon a
Brigade scheme and a good time was had by all, in spite
of Pte. Broad's attempt at cooking !
L/Cpl. Munden and two of his cronies developed
wings and flew by helicopter to the highest peak in our
area (4,000 feet) where they set up an, O.P. They were
relieved by L/Cpl. Hollyer and Ptes. Drury and Humphyrs.
The only casualty was Cpl. " Bass" Baston. who, after
a five hour ambush, gaily stepped back into the local
tributary.
It would, perhaps, be fitting to round off this month's
notes with the news that we have at last acquired a new
PI. Comd. to replace Mr. Hoare, 2/Lt. Clinch, whom we
are very pleased to welcome into the Platoon.
8 Platoon
At the beginning of the year, we unfortunately lost
Sgt. Chitticks, and in his place we welcome Sgt. Atkins
from Sp. Coy., who tells us that it is the first time he has
been in a rifle Coy. for ten years.
The first part of the month was taken up with normal
training, which included firing the F.N., throwing grenades
and descending by rope from an helicopter. However, the
monotony of training was soon to be broken for a three
day Brigade scheme in the Troodos Mountains.
Conditions were much the same as the last time we
visited the mountains, though it was much colder, in spite
of the excellent " Bashers" we made. The PI. Comd's.
" basher looked more like a flying saucer about to take
oft! Sgt. Atkins usually made the brew, but one morning
we were presented with some of Dave Morton's railway
tea. That same evening we were paid a call by the local
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rural constabulary, who wished to know whether we had
borrowed the " Old Woman's log " for firewood. Looking
shamefully round the logs we had collected that day, we
replied innocently that we had not. However, the matter
was cleared up when 7 PI. was questioned.
Whilst most of the PI. were on n.ight ambushes and
patrols, Cpl. Slade, Scrace and Butler were managing an
O.P.; they were relieved by Cpl. Orsler, Bundock and
HedleyJones. Besides giving us a chance to live it rough
again, we had plenty of practise at wireless procedure.
In the field of sport, L/Cpl. Hayley and Pte. Allen, have
been representing the Battalion, at Boxing. We played 11
 PI. in the InterCoy. Football Competition and, although we
lost, "Spud" Murphy's goal in the first few minutes put
us in high spirits.
Within the Platoon, L/Cpl. Miller is sick on leave
in the U.K., Brown has returned from his tracking course
at "B" Coy., an.d Butler from B.M.H., where he had an
operation. The rest of the Platoon are going through an
epidemic of "flu, which has made numbers on Muster
Parades pretty low.
9 Platoon
The month of January has seen the arrival of Ptes.
Danaher and Walker in the Platoon. We have lost the
services of three " old soldiers " — Earle, Fordham and
Robinson, who have all gone back to " Civvy Street." The
size of the Platoon, has been dwindling of late owing to
releases, C.B.S. 'flu and tracker teams, etc.
Exercise "Lemon Squash" in late January saw the
Platoon in rugged conditions. O.P.'s were dropped from
helicopters, there was constant patrolling, and ambushes
went on all night in the rain and cold. To cap it all, L/Cpl.
Winter tried to wake the C.S.M. for his Stag half an hour
early ! However, the scheme was enjoyable, if extremely
exhausting and it did at least make our Korean type tents
feel like " home "!
In the sporting sphere, the Platoon has been taking an
active, if not very successful, part. On the football field
we got through one round of the Platoon competition by
beating 3 PI. only to be floored by the Sigs. PI. later on.
In the InterCoy. Boxing, Harmer reached the finals of
his weight, but only managed to be a good loser.
C.B.S. 'flu struck the Platoon heavily and, for a week.
Muster Parades numbered only three or four men. How
ever, everyone is now up and about. The PI. Comd. is
still hopping around, but hopes to be back in a more active
capacity soon

" D " COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
Shortly after the beginning of the new year. Major
Monckton returned from the U.K., only to be welcomed
with the news that the Company would soon be spending
three days in the Troodos Mountains on Exercise "Lemon
Squash." On, this exercise Coy. H.Q. was situated in a
valley with a stream running through the middle of our
location. This resulted in many wet feet from waiting in
meal queues.
Back at camp, the position of both the Stores and the
Arms Stores were changed. Pte. Hinchon could be seen
carrying bundles of rifles to the new Arms Store, occasion
ally dropping a few, but somehow he finally collected
enough arms and ammunition to get through the next arms
check.
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Pte. Washer showed his contempt for yet another move
of the Coy. Stores by handing in his termination of colour
service shortly afterwards. We still can't understand why
he did such a stupid thing, but no doubt he will reconsider
the situation in the months to come.
In the field of sport. Coy. H.Q. were invited to join
with 11 PI. for the InterPl. Knockout Football compe
tition. We are now in the SemiFinals and hope to bring
more successful news in the next edition, of the Q.O.G.
Finally, the Company will shortly be going on a Heli
copter Exercise in the Troodos Mountains which we hope
will bring about some compensation for the rather dull
weeks we have had lately.
10 Platoon
January was a month of few interesting events and
little worthwhile news. We were all delighted to have the
Coy. Commander back after his well earned leave in the
U.K. It was not long after the return of the Coy. Com
mander that the Battalion had to take part in a Brigade
I.S. exercise. We left on Thursday morning at the unearthly
hour of 5 a.m. in, a long convoy struggling for miles over
the main NicosiaTroodos road. It was approximately
10 a.m. when we arrived at our Company base and 10 PI.
were lucky in having a position only 100 yards from Coy.
H.Q. Each night wc had to man ambush positions which
proved a very cold experience lying in the same position for
12 hours with only a blanket and groun.dsheet as protection.
By day a patrol visited our O.P. manned by Cpl. Pitchers
and Ptes. Clark and Read, who had been dropped in by
helicopter. They seemed to be very comfortable when I
visited them and their morale was even higher when the
helicopter hovered overhead and lowered a small bottle of
rum on the end of a rope.
C'pls. Smith and Ptes. Carr and Hun.ter relieved the
O.P. on Saturday afternoon, but were ordered to return
to base that same evening. This meant that they had a very
strenuous march back because of the large amount of kit
they had to carry including many tins of compo, wireless
set, two jerry cans, etc.
A patrol of five men went out on. Saturday night and
stayed out all night having established three ambush
positions. We left for Nicosia at 7.30 a.m. and were all
very pleased to get back to the warmth and comfort of our
tents and beds.
For most of the month we have continued to be busy
pitching our new Korean tents and building our Company
lines. Our four Platoon tents are up and everyone is
pleased with them. They not only look much neater, but
are infinitely more comfortable from every point of view.
We will now have to start building some gardens which will
make the place look more civilised. When the Turks were
up in arms and rioting in Nicosia the other day, the Battalion
was at two hours standby. But we were not called out,
which for certain members of the Platoon was a great
disappointment.
We were all very sorry to say goodbye to L/Cpl. Moore
who had been in the Platoon for a long time. We will miss
his cheerfulness and the extra food ,he always produced on
exercises. We wish him the best of luck in Civvy .Street.
11 Platoon
January has passed quickly, for we have all been kept
busy and interested. A Brigade scale exercise in the
Troodos Mountains was hard and tiring work, though
enjoyable: it is good to see how quickly the new and
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inexperienced men buckle down to the job cheerfully and
with the will to learn from the more experienced members
of the Company. The week following this exercise saw
the Platoon accompanying the two Battalion tracker teams
to an area in the northern Kyrenia Range; we pitched
camp (one earlier and rather too enthusiastic attempt
having failed!) near by a feature called " Pentadakyler "
(five fingers");
legend relates that Dighenis Acuter, a
Byzantine hero, threw a " mud pie " at the local village
" queen " after she had refused to marry him for the second
time. That very woman ducked and the lump of mud
sailed far across the plain to land on the top of the
Kyrenia Range, where it is to this day, still bearing the
impress of the enraged man's five fingers.
The InterCoy. boxing competition was held towards
the end of January and once again the Company did
extremely well being runners up. Ptes. Granger, Hunt and
Starkey all boxed and gave a good account of themselves.
The Platoon football side, helped by Coy. H.Q., is doing
very well in the InterPlatoon competition and will be meet
ing the Q.M.'s in the semifinals shortly.
Cpl. Bryan is temporarily attached to " B " Coy. to
assist in, the training of the new draft, while Cpl. Roberts
continues as a member of the tracker teams. Pte. Gorham
has left us for a month and is doing escort duties with the
Cyprus District Signals Regt. Many of the Platoon have,
at one time or another, suffered from the current 'flu
epidemic, but are all fit again. We are all most pleased
to hear that Sgt. Healy, M.M., will shortly be joining his
old Platoon.
Many relatives of men in the Battalion, were, no doubt,
alarmed by reports of the recent rioting, but will be
relieved to hear that in the first place the Brigade was not
involved and secondly, that for us these riots are not very
alarming (except, of course, from the political standpoint)
and that the general attitude towards them was concisely
summed up by a young officer of another regiment who,
when rain began to fall heavily, which proved to be a far
better method of dispersing rioters than many that are
used, exclaimed, " A d—d draw. Rain stopped play!"
12 Platoon
Since publishing our last notes, the whole Company
has been up in the hills again. We spent three days un.der
our own made sleeping quarters and naturally it rained on
two of the nights and nearly everyone got a shower bath.
The Platoon has greatly diminished in the last few
weeks. We have lost L/Cpl. Barber, Ptes. Fisher, Halls,
Turner and Wickenden, who have all returned to "Civvy
Street" again. The whole Platoon wish them the best of
luck and hope they will settle down to a peaceful life.
We are all very sorry to see that Pte. Inkpen has lost his
"tape" but we hope that he will soon gain the dizzy heights
of " L/Cpl." once again. We would all like to congratulate
L/Cpl. Baker on his recent promotion to Cpl. Well done,
" Doughy "!
The Platoon has formed their own little skilTIe group
under the control of our master of skiffle music " Doughy
Baker." They have obtained the good name of " Bottle
Necks " presumably because they sound better after con
suming quantities of the local booze. They can be heard
during the evenings playing music of sorts accompanied by
shouts from the lads of " Oh, Elvis, you send me crazy!"
We all welcome Pte. Pettitt to the Platoon and hope he
will enjoy his stay with us, and now we are looking forward

to seeing our PI. Sgt., Sgt. Quinn, after his long rest as
Sgts'. Mess Caterer.
Finally, all eyes are set on Cpl. Brooks, who is flying
around at a great height preparing for the arrival of his
wife and family at the end of the month.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
Christmas now seems far behind and the present heat
wave sets all our minds thinking about the coming summer.
We have had. however, our fair share of cold weather
including a four day exercise in the Troodos area from the
23rd—26th of January. By some extraordinary coincidence
the C.S.M's family was struck down with 'flu so he was
unable to join us. His place was taken by Sgt. Kelly of
whom we saw little as he was fully occupied helping the
signallers.
Coy. H.Q. camped separately from the other platoons
with the C/Sgt. supervising the catering side. All members
of Coy. H.Q. seemed fully employed but just how they spent
their time has not yet been found out, suffice it is to say
that they all managed to disappear satisfactorily.
We returned somewhat wearily and felt rather daunted
when on our arrival, when all our minds were fixed on bed,
we found the C.S.M. bursting with life and anxious to get
four days of paper work done. Monday's "Sunday Routine"
came as a welcome break.
We had all just decided that we had successfully
recovered from the hills when the Coy. was hit by a 'flu
epidemic which disposed of 50% of its strength. Nor were
Coy. H.Q. immune, Bal Roberts disappeared from the
scene for a few days, but is now fully recovered.
The C.S.M's car has made its appearance and occasion
ally it is to be seen standing, highly bulled, behind the Coy.
Comd's office. It's owner has just had three days rest, dis
guised under the name of an l.S. Course.
Des Delamaine is at present in B.M.H. Nicosia but
should be out soon — we wish him a speedy recovery or
whatever it is appropriate to wish someone in his predica
ment.
"Mo" Moriarty still claps his hands, twigs things and
seems fully satisfied with life. Bal Roberts is at present
snowed under with a full scale documents check and can be
heard checking through the numbers of military documents
while asleep at night. Dave Weston has started once again

Sp. Coy. W.O. and Sgts. in Makhaeras Forest
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to disappear from the office in the afternoons and can be
heard mumbling something about having to get fit. Dick
Tooth is at present outside our ken buried in the depths of
his palacial new store tent.
We finish with our minds looking forward to Summer
Routine and —THE DAY.
"Bunny"
3 in. Mortar Platoon
This month has found us as road makers come gardeners
while undertaking to smarten up our PI. lines. Cpl. Haynes,
L/Cpl. Jeffrey, Ptes. Barratt and Barnden were the chief
navies and L/Cpl. Ongley and Pte. Burden were the painters,
having displayed their truly artistic touch in painting the
knobs of the tent poles green.
On the three day scheme we managed to live in moderate
comfort. Sgt. Mead and Pte. Mew. proved excellent chefs
and specialized in "Welsh Rabbit"—filling if nothing else.
The more rugged members of the platoon, Sgt. Taylor,
Barnden and Stapleton were landed on a lofty place in order
to set up an O.P. Pte. Stapleton had plenty of exercise in
shinning up trees in his attempts to establish communica
tions.
Flu has been the platoon's No I killer and has reduced
the platoon to a few survivors. At one stage Pte. Cronk
was the sole representative of the platoon on Muster Parade
— a stout effort!
In sport the "unbeatabl.es" in the football world were
beaten 41, but as it was a friendly game, 1 feel that our
team treated it just as a runabout.
We have now made ourselves a puff range. Sgt. Mead
disappears below the scenes and works the puffs; his cigarette
ration has increased a hundredfold, one can't help noticing
how green he looks.
We regret to say goodbye to Sgt. Atkins and thank
him for his untiring work in the mortar platoon. Wc would
like to mention here that the whistles and hand guards that
he took should not be treated as souvenirs of the platoon.
"Missfire"
M.G. Platoon
The outstanding item for this month was the Brigade
Operation in Troodos. It covered three days and very nearly
wiped out the battalion. The weather was in an ugly mood,
very wet and cold most of the time making living extremely
uncomfortable. Many thought they would never survive,
but with the British soldier's ability to surmount all diffi
culties, they did. Certainly it gave everyone a chance to
recover dormant talents for manning O.P's, ambushes, erect
ing comfortable (!) bashas and living rough. Most people
enjoyed it just a little but all were pleased when the time
came to strike camp and return to C.B.S. camp.
To digress we would like to welcome Mk. I back to the
platoon. Cpl. E. R. Kemp has at last returned from his
Netheravon course with a high grading and a (well deserved)
selfsatisfied smile. We heartily congratulate him on his
excellent results.
Finally we close on a note of departure. L/Cpls. Wickert
and Wood of the 5605 N.S. Group have at last left us for
demob. It is always a wrench to say goodbye to friends, and
they had many in the platoon, nay in the company. They
both gave long and valuable service to the platoon and we
are sorry to lose them. However, we wish them a happy and
successful life in civvy street and from a few of us "see you
soon."
"Son of Gun Number"

Always choose the best—

FUEMUNS
'ELEPHANT'

ALES
FREMLINS LTD ' MAIDSTONE & LONDON

Anti-Tank Platoon
At last the platoon is settled in its new korean type
tents, and for the first time for nearly a year the stores are
consolidated in one place; under one roof and in charge of
one storeman — it's good to see so much G1098 kit again —
a great relief to Mr. Durtnell.
In late January the platoon took part in the Bn. 4 day
Exercise in the mountains — it was very cold at night, but
we're used to all. climatic conditions—unfortunately on
return, two thirds of the platoon retired to bed with the flu
which is sweeping through C.B.S. camp.
On 6th and 7th February, the platoon had its 2 day
shoot at Pyla Range. Despite wireless breakdowns, wet
weather and stray sheep and shepherds, it was a good shoot
and gave everyone in the platoon the opportunity of firing
the gun for the first time in 12 months, instead of just dry
gun drill on the square.
On the credit side we welcome Ptes. Vincent and Swift
to the platoon.
"Head On"
Assault Pioneer Platoon
We start this month's notes once again with a few fare
you wells. First on the list is Lt. Smith who has forsaken us
and gone to join our old PI. Sgt., Sgt. Gordon at Regt.
Depot. His stay with us was short, we hope that his time
with us was well spent and leaves him with many happy
memories, and we wish him the best of luck in his new
station.
Others to leave us are Ptes. Durling and Hards who
have left us for the hazards of civilian life. Their losses will
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be felt by all members of the platoon and we would like to
say that there is always a place in the platoon for them if
they care to return.
We welcome Pies. Stocking and Welling who have
joined us from the last draft, we hope they will enjoy their
stay with us. Pte. Welling takes the place of Pie. Durling in
keeping the platoon happy by his close resemblance to Jerry
Lewis.
On the 23rd of January, assisted by the AntiTank PI.
we spent three wet and hectic days in the mountains of this
fair country. Cpl. Packman and Pte. Pentney had the honour
of being dropped by helicopter on to an O.P., where they
spent two days eating and sleeping while the rest of us
struggled with our bashas to make them water proof. A lot
was learnt by all.
During the last week the Bn. has been attacked by the
flu bug and nearly all the platoon had a few days in bed.
We take our hats oil' to the M.O. and Sgt. (Doc) Roberts —
they had a busy time running around with bottles of pills,
and we arc glad to say the platoon is now back on its feet
and looking forward to the job of rewiring the camp.
So we end a rather full month and until the next issue
we say farewell to all our friends who are no longer with us.
And the best of luck.
"Lionhearts"

H.Q. COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
"The time has come," the Walrus said,
"To talk of many things;
Of Dental Cards, and 214's,
And Conduct sheets, and Wings" . . . (Happing, G.S.)
The company clerk said nothing
But: "Cut us another slice.
I wish you were not quite so deal';
I've had to ask you . . .
Had to ask . . .
Had . . . WHAT ? ! !"
An of course the Walrus's words were quite true. The
Company Clerk's Nightmare is upon us and so are the
Warwickhampton Wanderers (the famous documentation
team) with their eagle eyes and amazing propensity for
raking out skeletons from office cupboards. But Jet us. after
apologising profusely to Lewis Carroll, begin at the begin
ning.
The weather has at last desisted from it's practice of
treacherously freezing one at night; and the sun is begin
ning to settle down to its monotonous summer routine. Life
in general (which, if you remember, always provides the
material for our first paragraph) has been rather sedate and
uneventful. There were however, a few days of blazing
action when the whole Brigade decided to pack up and go
into the Troodos Mountains en masse, in order to squash
lemons. The Company Commander went with them and so
did L/Cpl. Pritchard, who was so completely at a loss for
an excuse for coming that he just sat down on the burnt
earth and did nothing, telling everybody that he was that
Brigade Skeleton everybody is talking about. Nobody saw
any lemons, and the intelligence section, on interrogating
the local population, found that they were out of season
(Lemons, not population). This came as a bitter blow indeed
to all the wouldbe squashers who filed back to camp cold,
wet, and filled with a great sense of anticlimax.
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To go from black to blacker, it is with deep regret that
we announce, in our Company Commander Paragraph, the
passing of Captain V. C. Abplanaip. He is now brightening
the Depot with his benign and everchuckling presence and
our loss is very definitely their gain. However, with the
peculiar Occidental Buddhism of a Steinbeck, we relegate
the individual as secondary in importance to the Great
Scheme of Things, and, with LifeWorship bursting out of
us at every seam we cry: "The Company Commander is
dead. Long live the Company Commander!" Naturally we
are never without one, and the newest is Lt.Col. D. C. J.
Manners, whom we welcome a little apprehensively, as we
have never before had a Lieutenant Colonel in the chair.
We hope our slay with him will be a happy one, but as he
has only been with us for two days we know nothing at all
about him, except that he makes us nervous.
The C.S.M., duly heartbroken at having to part with
his old jungle companion, (and duly nervous) has still before
him those visions of little ping Volkswagens ("The finest
little cars ever made.") and these have sustained him through
the long weeks of waiting for the real thing. Very soon now
he will have one all to himself, and, unless restrained, will
probably drive away in great delight, never to be seen again.
He missed the exercise of Lemons, and carries on with his
rather pleasant life of refereeing football matches and, from
lime to time, stirring up the Company Office with great
vigour.
C/Sgt. Dick, whom we forgot to mention earlier, played
a very important part indeed in the exercise, and as a result
has now come to be known as "Flight Sergeant." He super
vised the loading of the "Choppers" or "Hels" (big whirly
things which fly without wings) and almost got around to
loading himself into one for a pleasure trip. This little
schemewithinascheme, however, was nipped in the bud,
and "almost" it remained. For the rest of the time he sulked
in the improvised Mountain Cookhouse and still has not
forgiven the R.A.F. for being so niggardly with its trans
port. We hear that he has wild plans for launching a
Sufl'ragettetype "Whirly things For All" campaign.
Cpl. Kerr, who was planning to buy his body, has now
heard that Warwick intends to make him a present of it and
is almost delirious with joy, but until the happy day arrives,
he seems determined to carry on being fearfully well turned
oul and efficient in all things, as is his wont.
The Lesser Creatures of the Department have had a
month very much like all the others in the stipulated twenty
l'ouridle (where practicable), and fairly uneventful. An
uneventful month, of course, is a good month because it
means that no hiding places have been discovered and that
the little people have managed to remain utterly unobtru
sive in their nooks and crannies. Jim Thorpe, in the Arms
Store, has had no trouble with Owly, who continues to
augment his diet with mice and other Owly prey, the
Company Stores have once more managed to keep out all
intruders and have riot given anything to anybody, and the
Company Office has precariously maintained its position on
the brink of Disaster without ever quite going over the edge.
Young Stan is still preparing to take over as chief clerk
and is beginning to groan under the enormous weight of
responsibility which is slowly being shifted on to him. The
shifter, conversely, is beginning to crow with abandoned
delight as the hours draw ever nearer to the time when he
will place his chains upon the anvil and fill his exultant
ears with the enormous clanking of the coldchisel.
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Pte. Gould is making great progress at the typewriter
and will soon be a fullyfledged basherout of Company
Detail, and the Inscrutable Thorne, piece de resistance for
notes of any kind, has continued to run for the Company
and has now been provided with a little chart which tells
him where he is likely to be at various times of the day. By
the simple process of consulting this, in conjunction with a
watch, he is able to say with a fair degree of certainty that
he is at suchandsuch a place. This knowing where one is,
of course, the key to all prospective movement, as it gives
one a place to start from, and so he now has no chance
whatever of slipping back into the old habit of losing him
self.
On this note of scientific enlightenment, and having
once more mentioned as many members of our little family
as possible, we will close down for the month, wishing our
readers (for want of something better) access to many pan
cakes with which to celebrate the coming Shrove Tuesday.
"Crates"
(The Greek, not things for empty beerbottles).
Signal Platoon
The fourth of January was a happy day. It saw us
welcoming eight new members into the fold. L/Cpl. Cross
has returned, at last, from his Signals Course in the U.K.'
and now a full member of the Happy Family once more, is
revelling in the reflected glory of: the Fabulous Fault Finder.
"Call me Flash" is our hero of the ring, with four
brilliant knockoutings to his credit so far. We all hope that
he will continue to crucify all his opponents in the future,
thus attracting favourable attention to the Mighty Signallers.
"They've gone."
"Who's gone, moosh?"
Well, the fiftysixfives had gone, and a very sad
occasion it was. There was Cpl. Jazz Prior, L/Cpl. Jack
Hague the Stargazer, and last but not least (either in bulk
or importance) Gurgling Tim Knox. We wish them all every
success in Civilian Life.
The steeple bell.s should ring loud and long for the
next few weeks, for we are about to embark upon one of
those Cadre things. In the meantime we continue to liaise
with the M.T. in providing the Company Commanders with
an excellent taxi service.
Pronto Minor seems determined to see that Pie. Fowler
shall not sing, laugh, or make jokes within ten miles of the
Sigcen, in fact there was quite an "O Group" about the
problem. An O Group, we might add, from which emerged
a desperate looking bunch of N.C.O's, all muttering through
clenched teeth: "Dear Fowler, from the hardest worked
Platoon, that's your LOT."
"Up the pole"
The Battalion Orderly Room
Since our last notes the staff of the Orderly Room has
been reduced by one, Pte. Painter having left us for the
U.K. on H.T. Devonshire, a ship that may conjure up
memories for some of the older members of the unit. We
have recently undergone a period of some turmoil in the
Orderly Room for the R.E. personnel have decided that the
floor could very well stand reconcreting. As this coincided
with a recent outbreak of trouble in Nicosia it was common
to hear remarks that "the Orderly Room are digging them
selves in!" These ribald remarks were of course ignored
and work now goes on to the tune of heavy hammers smash
ing up the existing floor. It is expected that the work will

take some little time as the workmen seem to have an un
canny knack of disappearing for days. Where they get to is
open to conjecture but one member of the Orderly Room
was heard to express an opinon quite forcibly one night,
having fallen over the piles of gravel, sand, etc., which have
been put on the road adjacent to the Orderly Room. The
recent outbreak of 'flu, whether of the "Asian" or "Cypriot"
type has hit us in the past month and the only member
seemingly immune would appear to be the Adjutant. How
ever, apart from a few coughs and sniffs, the statf are
parading again at full strength. Brighter weather with tem
peratures in the 60's will no doubt complete the cure. In
view of the recent announcements about redundancy, etc.,
a certain member has remarked that "he never knew that he
was so popular" and it is noticeable that many an odd pint
seems to slide his way when when he visits the Sgts. Mess,
but like the immortal figure, "he never knows or says any
thing!" By the time that these notes are in print the details
will be out and, like the present N.S. man, even a regular
will receive a "group." Quite recently in the early hours of
one morning an exercise took place which affected the unit
and of course the "hub." The senior "living in" member of
the B.O.R. having raced up to the Orderly Room, and falling
over the piles of gravel, etc., mentioned previously in these
notes, was moved to "silent" fury to find the more junior
members of the staff still in bed. It is understood that the
look on his face as he gazed upon the staff resembled the
loving look that a mother gives her firstborn! However, it
must be remarked that a quick rising was noticeable in the
next few seconds! A little while later a clerk found himself
on a truck complete with typewriter and the necessary
stationery. Then followed an interim period during which
the clerks found themselves answering phones and carrying
messages. The exercise proved one thing and that was that
it did not take the Orderly Room long to "get on the job."
H. P.
M.T. Section
The New Year was born rather quietly for the M.T.
this year. The only sound we heard was Cpl. "Bill" Davis
returning from the city with a chest full of "borrowed" ash
trays, which now adorn many tables in the M.T. lines. This,
plus the rather sad Christmas Dinner that was laid on,
ended the Old Year with rather an anticlimax.
The lads most glad to see the New Year were our
demob happy band: Ptes. "Chalky" White, "Nosher" Wood.
Crisp, "Nick" Nichols and Young the 06, who, at the time
of writing are now on the High Seas near home.
Pte. Bulley our M.T. Clerk left for his Equitation
Course and returned four weeks later, a fine horseman,
slightly bowlegged and with the smallest suspicion of a
pony's tail on the back of his head.
But enough of these frivolities and down to the serious
forms of soldiering, the two formidable exercises of the
month. The first, Ex"FIRST STEPS" was a very simple
affair with few troops involved, and we shall not say any
thing about it. The second, with the very light sounding
title of "LEMON SQUASH" was far more serious and
turned out to be far more life like, to the M.T. anyway, in
that we had our first serious casualty. Cpl. "Gingl.es" Gordon,
Sec. N.C.O. of the Miscellaneous Section, whilst acting as a
Don R on the convoy to the Ex Area hit a civilian lorry
head on. Later at B.M.H. Nicosia, he had his left leg
amputated. We are rather at a loss to describe the behaviour
of Cpl. Gordon, but in the words of his 2/I.C. L/Cpl.
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Fincham, "He's a brick, a real brick." Although many of
us have no liking for the War Lords in Whitehall thev
certainly went up in our estimation when they flew his
mother out to see him. She stayed with the R.S.M. and Mrs.
Parker, and the M.T's wholehearted thanks go to the R.S.M.
and Mrs. Parker for this gesture.
For the lighter side of the Ex, the R.E.M.E. complained
of always being taken for granted and never sharing in the
glory which the Inf. get. Ha! Ha! But we think the master
ful recovery of L/Cpl. Terry's Humber from the edge of a
precipice deserves to be mentioned in despatches.
The very famous Pte. Ken Parker, no relation of the
R.S.M., who has been yoyoing up and down in the ranks
of the M.T. for the past 10 years or so left this month,
firstly to go on an "M.T. Familarization Course," and
secondly to become M.T. Cpl. of the 4/5th. Bn. (T.A.).
Besides his many other achievements he was the original
scribe of these notes. Although he no longer writes them
for the 1st Bn. we sincerely hope we shall see his old hand
again in the Q.O.G. notes of the 4/5th Bn. Many of us
feared the T.A. Bn. but now we feel we have a more per
sonal touch with it. Good bye Ken, until later, and don't
forget to write to you old Baz!
"The Mekon Fans"
Q.M. Staff
Rrrrrrrring
Answer telephone.
Voice says "This is Capt . . . Can you tell me the size
of a piece of glass?"
Answer : "Sorry, sir. No can do." Ring off.
Believe it or not this variation of the "piece of string"
question actually happened. We only hope the holes were
left in both sides of the Signal Office wall in preparation
for the glass, whatever size it was.
Apart from the above howler the past month has been
somewhat uneventful. We did have the staff represented on
a three day exercise, but apart from the dampness and Sgt.
Shields' escape from the jaws of death in the form of Pte.
Atkins' three tonner, the whole thing was N.T.R. from this
angle. There was a slight hangover on finding that the Bn.
ration strength increased to alarming proportions during
the scheme, but as all ended well, we'll gloss over that.
After our first three months occupation, the camp here
in Nicosia is looking a whole lot better. Korean type tents
have sprung up in neat rows wherever they can be fitted
in, and are certainly more comfortable as one is able to
stand up without either a crooked neck or precariously
balancing the lent on boxes, tins or what have you. After
the initial hustle and bustle of moving in. life once again
has settled down to the old supply and demand routine.
This month we have only one goodbye to say: to Pte.
Thorpe, we wish him all the very best in whatever he may
be doing.
Now we wish one and all. a Happy Easter (for it will
be Easter by the time your read these notes) and blow the
whistle for the tea break. Unions and Civil Servants please
note.
"The Quartermongers"

SERGEANTS' MESS
It is with regret that we report this month quite a few
of our members are suffering from a strange new disease,
namely "Double Trouble." We recently joined the Nicosia

Sgts' Messes Dart League, and started with a bang beating
the Royal Berkshires on our home ground. This proved
only a flash in the pan, since then we have lost our return
match and gone down twice to the Suifolks. Such champs
as R.Q.M.S. Simpson, C.S.M. Simmonite, C/Sgt. George
Levett and many others have been stricken most, and we all
hope they will soon recover sufficiently to win a game. Sgts.
Jim Scudder "Muscles" Patterson and Sammy Kill have
been very consistent in avoiding this disease, but even they
are beginning to weaken under the weight of the others.
Congratulations this month go to the following mem
bers and wives. To Sgt. and Mrs. Bill Williams on producing
a baby daughter, Marina Florenza. Well done Bill and Mrs.
W., may she grow up as pretty as her mother.
To Sgt. Brian Taylor, our only member in the Bn.
Rugby Team now in the Finals against 1 Welch Regiment.
To Sgt. "Tiddler" Ticehurst on also being an "Only
One" in the Bn. Boxing Team, also in the Brigade Finals to
be fought. We hope next month to report that both these
sportsmen are in possession of cup winners medals or cups.
To Sgt. Colin McGowan. our recent acquisition from
the Band. R.W.K.
To Sgt. John Holroyd, R.A.E.C., on joining the best
Regiment, and incidently, the best Sgts" Mess. May both
their tours with us be long and enjoyable.
To Sgl. Raymond Roberts, recently voted "The last
man in the world we would like to be stranded on a desert
island with" by the unattached females who occasionally
come to the Mess.
Recently R.S.M. Parker, upset by all unaccompanied
and single members of the mess when he decided to hold a
mess tent and lines inspection. What a stir this caused ! Some
members were even contemplating setting fire to their tents
on an "easy Way Out" basis. Company stores were swamped
with requests for brooms, brushes, steel wool, etc. Numerous
bonfires were lit to dispose of surplus rubbish. Clouds of
dust covered the lines from dawn to dusk.
C.S.M. Bert King found his second pair of boots, and
C/Sgt. "Taffy" Clark went sick with a bad leg and went to
B.M.H. out of it. Came the day, and the R.S.M., accom
panied by C.S.M. Smith, commenced his inspection. All
went well for a time, the R.S.M. finding the odd "dog end"
or match conveniently placed to distract attention from the
major faults, and on the whole, he was quite pleased. His
joy was still, evident when he walked into the tent of Sgt.
"Little Richard" Lowe, R.A.E.C., and saw how unusually
neat it was. "Not bad at all" he exclaimed, in fact "It is
quite . . ." He stopped, rubbed his eyes, looked, turned to
C.S.M. Smith. "Is it?" he gasped. "Bones" gulped and
whispered "Yes Sir. it is," and there in all its glory lay a
kipper. Showing great control the R.S.M. composed him
self and asked "Why. where, and how,?" to which "Little
Richard" replied, "Sir, some people keep dogs, some keep
cats, but I, Sir, keep kippers." That is how we come to have
the only kipper to be registered in the Battalion Pets Book.
I hope next month that I shall not have to report on the
social life of a pork chop, otherwise I shall give up.
RUGBY

FOOTBALL

1 R.W.K. "A" XV versus Locusts—Lost 110
A depleted bn. side took on a full strength Locusts side
in the game. Even so if we had taken our chances we should
have won the game, the 13th played this season.
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I R.W.K. versus I R. Leicesters — Army Service Cup Final
— Won 156
At least eight members of the side were recently out of
bed after 'flu. This was a hard fought, but clean game, in
which the Leicesters score consisted of two penalty goals,
one kicked from quite 40 yards. A feature of the game was
the deadly tackling by both the opposing centres, which
allowed no rope at all to 2/Lt. Robertson or L/Cpl. Floyd.
The Bn. scored through two penalty goals by Humphries
and tries by 2/Li. Johnson, Cpl. Dick and Pte. Carr.
I R.W.K. Team : L/Cpl Winter; Cpl. Dick; L/Cpl.
Floyd; 2/Lt. Robertson; 2/Lt. Johnson; Capt. Dodson; Pte.
Carr; Sgt. Taylor; Pte. HofT; Pie. Burden; 2/Lt. Leckie;
Cpl. Orsler; Lt. Langhorne; 2/Lt. Champion; Pte. Hum
phries.
1 R.W.K. versus 3 Grenadier Guards — Won 4710.
A feat of strength by the bn. side. This match was
played the clay after the army semifinal and most of the
team were out of their bed from 2330 until 0400 during the
night on a movement exercise.
A belated revenge for our defeat by the Grenadier
Guards in Berlin in 1954. One member of the Bn. side who
shall be nameless (!) played in both matches.
Cyprus District Rugby Final:
I R.W.K. 5 points— I Welch 9 points
I R.W.K. Team: L/Cpl. Winter: 2/Lt. Johnson; 2/Lt.
Robertson: L/Cpl. Floyd: Cpl. Dick; Capt. Dodson; Pte.
Carr: Sgt. Taylor; Pte. Hoff; Cpl. Garland; Cpl. Orsler:
2/Lt. Leckie: Pte. Humphries; 2/Ll.Champion: Pte.Burden.
From the kickoff the Queen's Own pressed hard and
after five minutes the ball came quickly out of a set scrum
on the Welch 25 to Capt. Dodson who did a grab kick
through the Welch defence which was followed up by all
the three quarters. Cpl. Floyd touched down for a try with
time to spare. Humphries kicked the goal to make the score
50. The Welch fought back after this and when Cpl. Gar
land was penalised in our own 25 for not playing the ball
with his feet after a tackle. Cox, the Welch full back, kicked
a very good goal to make the score 53.
The Welch continued to attack and at one stage Cpl.
Dick was obliged to touch down behind the Queen's Own
line. After 23 minutes a Queen's Own forward was penalised
for being offside, and Cox from 35 yards, and into a very stiff
wind kicked a miraculous goal that swung back from out
side the far post and dropping just cleared the bar to make
the score 65 to the Welch. After the interval the Welch
pressed hard but were kept out by determined Queen's Own
tackling. At this stage James, the Welch stand off. had to
leave the field with injuries. His return coincided with a
series of Queen's Own attacks that penned the Welch in
their own half. One passing movement in which all the
threequarters handled more than once finished up with
Capt. Dodson going over in the corner. The referee was
unsighted at this stage and awarded the Welch a drop out
from their 25. This was unfortunate and what followed
proved disastcrous. The Welch came back and after a pas
sing movement among the forwards which most people
thought included a knock on and a forward pass Llewellyn
scored half way out. Cox failed to convert this try so the
score remained at 95. Llewellyn it should be said was the
outstanding forward on the field and completely dominated
the line outs despite the efforts of Cpl. Orsler and I.ts. Leckie

and Champion. The Queen's Own fought back after this
and had the lions share of the game, but despite all the
efforts of forwards and backs could not cross the line. This
was a very hard fought game and although the Queen's
Own did not win they impressed everyone by their spirit,
and right up to the final whistle the result was in doubt.
WIVES'

CLUB

The first meeting of the Wives" Club in Cyprus was
held on Monday evening, 3rd February, in the W.V.S. Hut
at C.B.S. Camp.
Those present were: Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Hurley, Mrs.
Grubb, Mrs. Flint, Mrs. Vine, Mrs. Patterson, Mrs. Hope,
Mrs. Marshall, Mrs. Osborne, Mrs. Tarver, Mrs. Skelding.
Mrs. Chitticks, Mrs. Partridge. Mrs. Vale, Mrs. Pitchers,
Mrs. Mead, Mrs. Spalding. Mrs. Blake, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs.
Waring, Mrs. R. Clarke, Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Neve, Mrs. G.
Clark, Mrs. Hind and Mrs. Shearburn.
We were very pleased to welcome the mother of Cpl.
Gordon, who was flown out from England by the Red Cross
after her son's motor bicycle accident. She stayed with
R.S.M. and Mrs. Parker, who live conveniently near the
B.M.H.
Various points were raised by Mrs. Flint concerning
local welfare, choice of members to be elected to the Com
mittees at the next meeting and the desirability of starting
a weekly childrens' club. Lack of civilian transport is the
limiting factor to nearly all local activities.
It was decided that three members in turn should
provide cakes at each meeting. This time we nearly ate our
selves to a standstill on the enormous cakes provided by
Mrs. Blake, Mrs. Grubb and Mrs. Parker.
We were unlucky in striking one of the coldest evenings
of the winter. The Aladdin stoves had a hard struggle to
make any impression in such a large hut, but we doubt if
we will be as chilly next month. That morning the ground
had been white with hoar frost.
After tea we had a Beetle Drive which was won by
Mrs. Pitchers and Mrs. Spalding. The raffle, a box of Black
Magic chocolates, was drawn by Mrs. Gordon and won by
Mrs. Patterson. We would like now, as this is the first
Wives' Club notice for the Q.O.G. since Christmas to put
on record the very heartfelt appreciation all. mothers had
for the way in which the Children's Party was run by the
members of the Sergeants' and Warrant Officers' Mess. It
was a huge success and wc hope to call on their talents in
the near future.
Members who are no longer with the Battalion will be
interested to hear of the large sum subscribed by members
for a farewell present to Mrs. Buckle, and of the Coalport
China bought with it by Mrs. Flint and presented to Mrs.
Buckle on behalf of you all. Mrs. Buckle wrote asking Mrs.
Flint to give her very grateful thanks and appreciation to
all concerned.
We all appreciated the hard work Mrs. Buckle did for
the Club and note that attendance figures reached record
numbers during her presidency.
We arc hoping to see quite a few new faces and also
some familiar ones back with us at future meetings.
—

*

Doctor—"How do you feel today, sonny?"
Wee Angus—"The same as usual—with my hands."
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4 th

5 th

BATTALION

A

VEBURY AVENUE has had a busy
month as our news columns below
reveal:

Administration in the Field
A gratifyingly large number of Volun
teers of all ranks turned out on Sunday,
12th January to study this essential subject
in an indoor exercise. What surprised the
organisers even more was the great interest shown, by all
in this potentially dull subject and some very lively dis
cussions developed. Major Tom C'oath, surely seeing
himself once more bashing down the Tiddim Road with his
brewcan over his shoulder, was always ready with a con
troversial spanner in the works for the hard pressed
Directing Staff (Adjutant, Quartermaster and R.M.O.).
By way of variety in the afternoon the weight was
taken off the shoulders of the said D.S. by a very competent
series of lectures and films by the Army Health Travelling
Team on the subject of Health in the Army. Only those
hardened to this sort of thing by service in longitudes East
of Suez will ever be able to look a housefly in the eye
again.
Corunna Dinner
The Officers' Mess held a most successful Guest Night
at Avebury Avenue on Friday, 17th January, 1958. The
date being chosen as the nearest convenient one to the
Anniversary of the Battle of Corunna (16th January, 1809).
At this battle, our readers will no doubt recollect, a
successful counter attack by the 50th led by Majors
Stanhope and Napier, retook the key position of the village
of Elvina. Sir John Moore, the Army Commander, on
seeing this successful advance, cried " Well done the 50th!
Well done my Majors." It is customary in the First
Battalion for Officers, on the occasion of the Guest Night
falling nearest to the date of the anniversary of the Battle,
to drink the health of Corunna Majors. This, it is believed,
was the first occasion when the custom has been honoured
in the Mess of a Territorial Battalion.
Apart from the Wives and Ladies of Officers of the
Battalion, the guests included The Colonel of the Regiment
and Lady Oliver, Major General and Mrs. W. F. R. Turner.
Brigadier and Mrs. J. B. Ashworth and Col. and Mrs. G.
R. D. Hews. We were also very pleased that our Honorary
Col. and Mrs. Brown were able to overcome the attack of
'flu which nearly prevented them coming.
Among the credits, we must record our thanks to
Lt.Col. E. L. C. Edlmann, M.C., C.O. of the 1st. Bn. the
Buffs, by whose permission the Band of The Bull's played
during the Dinner. After dinner, officers and their guests
danced informally to the Dance Band section, whose playing
impressed everyone. The thanks of the Mess are also due
to Sgt. King and other volunteers who turned out to give
willing and cheerful service as waiters.
Chemical Warfare Training
On the 25th and 26th January, the lavish decorations,
put up under the supervision and largely by the hands of
our local expert, R.S.M. Watts, having been dismantled, the
Hall reverted to its normal role as a venue for military
training. Nearly 200 officers and N.C.O.'s of the Brigade
attended an interesting series of lectures by instructors from
the School of Chemical Warfare, introduced, of course, by
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our Brigade Commander. All army instructors like to make
their customers laugh if they can, but we feel that the C/Sgt.
of the Marines, demonstrating the fitting of a respirator,
wasn't quite prepared for the reception of his line : " And
now, gentlemen, if you look from the front you will see
that Squadron Leader Boothby's eyes are quite central."
We regret that our editorial staff does not include a
cartoonist to produce a drawing of that sinister figure the
" chemical agent."
44 (H.C.) Inf. Div. First Aid Competition
We are pleased to announce that H.Q. Coy. team won
the first round of the Divisional First Aid Competition, on
Sunday 2nd February, by the very close margin of I!
points from the 5th Bn. The Bull's.
The tests, conducted by officers of 133 Field Ambu
lance, were very similar to those in the Bn. Competition.
In the practical test, the team had to deal with a realis
tically simulated compound facture of the libra. By way
of an extra the team was required to do a "hand" carry
of another casualty. Part of this was competently done
by Pie. Kemp with a " fireman's lift." As Kemp was the
smallest member of the team and the casualty was adver
tised (we are sure without exaggeration) as scaling 192 lbs.
in his underclothes, this was quite an impressive perfor
mance. The team, which now goes forward to the Divisional
Finals at Shorncliffe on Sunday, 16 March, was: Capt. J.
C'alverJones, Sgt. K. G. Passey, Sgt. G. Sales, Cpl. G.
Sceal. Pte. D. Kemp.
We offer them our hearty congratulations and best
wishes for the Finals.
Visitors
Since we instituted the Adjutant's Visitors Book at
Battalion, Headquarters we have had, apparently, remark
ably few. This may be merely a seasonal decline. On the
other hand it may be that those who drop in are cagey
about having their visit placed on record. We have had,
at least, one who felt that his superior was bound to assume
that he had called (we quote from our original announce
ment) "Just to pass the time of day or scrounge a free
drink."
This month the following are on record as having
called : Major A. W. Franklin, Social. Major J. A.
Macmillan, Social and Business. Major J. R. Leach, from
the War Office and definitely business, though he did find
time to put to the test our contention that Sidney's beer
at the Rugger Club is the best in Tonbridge.
Sidney
This Headquarters has often had occasion to be grate
ful lo Sidney. The supply of light ale has run short in the
Club; just as things are getting critical the shortage is
Relieved. Brigade H.Q. is running an exercise. Something
is needed to make a stage so that those in the back row
can see what is going on; the need is fulfilled. There are
no sherry glasses halfanhour before the first guests for an
officers' mess Cocktail Party are due to arrive; they don't,
after all, have to drink their sherry from a halfpint tumbler
or a tea cup.
Where do we get our emergency supplies of light ale
and sherry glasses ? Who provides the beer crates which
support the spectators on Brigade Exercises ? The answer
is Sidney.
Sidney has been steward of the Tonbridge Rugby Foot
ball Club for some twenty years now. He was prepared
for this tough school of experience by service in the Royal
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Navy. You can, easily make him laugh, because experience
has taught him that there is a funny side to practically
everything. But you will find it hard to get him to show
surprise or fail to give some answer to a problem. Ask
him to fill up a depleted pint tankard with halfapint and
you will get exactly halfapint. On the other hand "Sidney,
can you give us a hand " will never find an unsympathetic
hearing. We are duly grateful for good neighbours.
Congratulations
To Capt. K. E. Watson and Capt. M. J. Clemence on
their promotion.

NEWS

FROM

COMPANIES

" B " COMPANY
Our local training follows the regular pattern—First
Aid. Signals and, this month. Map Reading. All these
subjects have been under the control of the Coy's. N.C.O.'s
and officers (as distinct from the P.S.I.) and on each
occasion have been attended by almost full available
strength. Whenever a new member takes a class, there is
always the added interest of what the blighter knows
himself.
To date there has been no comments on the lecturers,
quite a tribute. Early in the month the whole company
went to Tonbridge to hear the Health Team doing its stulf,
and a very good show it was. Well put over, and well
listened to. " The Daffodil" story has been going the
rounds, and penetrated as far as Edgware. This Battalion
method of instruction seems very popular, and is obviously
economical. On that occasion Compo rations were dished
out for lunch, with a varied reception. It was interesting
to see what the present day compo was like, but the canny
types in this area feel that they would have been better
off on the ration lolly.
The Coy. Comd. and Capt. (congratulations) Clemence
attended the Chemical Warfare training at Tonbridge on
the 25th/26th weekend, and the next available training
evening found the Cap'n, expounding on that same subject.
Good too.
We are sorry that the Small Arms Wing from Hythe
did not appear, as we had intended to integrate this into
our own Small Arms training under the P.S.I.
The next phrase is a very hackneyed one indeed, but
the situation fully justifies it and 1 must print " Our
January Ladies' Night was the best ever." We began with
a proper " sitdown" meal organised by the Caretaker
(where would we be without her sometimes?) and cooked
by the same lady. Twentyfour sat down to dine on the
appointed time, including our guest. Major Henry Ford. late
of this Coy. The meal over, and it was an, excellent effort,
we cleared the decks for entertaining. The C.S.M. had
made out a programme of the most peculiar " games"
imaginable, and it was no wonder the hilarity continued
undiminished for some considerable time. He has a sadistic
streak, our " Johno," and the antics of some of our usually
sedate members competing in the more " violent " games,
had to be seen to be believed.
A very pleasant interlude was the presentation to Sgt.
Sam Weeks, by Major Coath, of a silver beer mug, sub
scribed to by all ranks, as an appreciation of his popularity
and regular attendance at Anglesea Road. He is really a
member of the Royal Sussex Regt.. but has been with us

so long this must have seemed strange to those who only
found out recently. The Sergeant's family also received
small gifts.
The distribution of prizes this time —and how some
folks earned them—was much wider and the officers and
sergeants and their wives did not monopolise them as has
been known.
The party eventually broke up when still in full swing
and the Entertainments Committee are as keen as mustard
to press ever onwards and still improve if possible. This
will take some doing.
Our Dart's Team has won through to the SemiFinals
of the County T.A. Competition, having beaten "A" Coy.
of the Buffs at Heme Bay by 2 games to I.

"C"

COMPANY

Evening Training this month has been, mainly con
cerned with Chemical Warfare and with revision of the
more elementary concepts of fieldcraft and section leading.
On the 12th January the Coy. went to Tonbridge for the
day for lecture, etc., the author of this month's notes who
was unfortunately not present, getting that hitherto unsus
pected uses were suggested for the dalfodil. On the week
end of 25th January certain members of the company were
present at Tonbridge for instruction on. Chemical Warfare,
at a rather high powered and horrific level. The effect of
Mustard gas on Australians was dealt with in the same
detail, though whether this effect is peculiar to the Anti
podes, we were not informed. On the 8th February, the
Coy. went to Knole Park to revise fieldcraft and map
reading—the first Sunday's training we have had for a long
time. Other Sundays have been occupied with instruction
in M.T. and driving.
On the less military side, we are glad to report the
return of Mr. Rogers, our caretaker, who. though not
completely recovered, is mending slowly. Next month we
have two Sundays devoted to Field Craft and Map Reading
and several weekend periods of instruction for potential
drivers. Also again on the less military side, we assemble
on. the 25th February to say goodbye to C.S.M. Jones, and
at the same time welcome Pte. Jones to our fold.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Wc were very fon'd of ourselves last month as the Editor
gave us his highest literary award, the much coveted N.T.R.
It is indeed gratifying to receive such an honour after all
our efforts.
The main event of the month was our Annual Dance
and Social, which was a great success, although the snow
reduced the attendance compared with the large numbers
we had last year. A " boat race " was held and was won
for the officers by the C.O. and Lt. Cyster. despite Capt.
Ogilvie's small throat!
We were very glad to welcome Col. A. R. H. Waring
and Capt. Goodwin as well as officers from The Buffs and
257 Field Regt. Sgt's. Smith and Green joined us for the
evening and we hope they had a pleasant time.
The officers attended a Chemical Warfare weekend,
which was most instructive. The Australian film on Mustard
Gas will always be remembered by those who saw it. They
certainly spared us nothing for we now fully realise what
the Australians mean by their expression " Down Under"!
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We saw more of Australia than many tourists have ever
seen!
On March lst/2nd we are holding a Coy. Training
weekend, which will include Map Reading, Wireless Proce
dure and support weapon training.
We have had no recruits so far this year, but like
everyone else, we live in hope.

DEPOT

" H . Q . " COMPANY
January, as every wellinformed young T.A. soldier
knows, is named after the ancient Italian God "Janus"
who had two faces, one facing forwards and one backwards.
We think he would have enjoyed being an M.T. instructor
able, simultaneously, to watch the road before and the
W.R.A.C. learners behind.
With such visual advantages he would probably not
have got into a situation where he would have needed
attention from our First Aid Team—which seems a pity
since the members seem to have reached a fairly high
degree of proficiency. A number of training periods have
been held, during which, willing and unwilling victims have
been, parcelled up. loaded on to a stretcher (you know, the
one with the long tear) and borne up and down the drill
hall to the accompaniment of such encouraging remarks
from the Team Leader as "careful now—mind his head—
Oh, dear!"
This training culminated in the Brigade First Aid
Competition at H.Q. 133 Field Ambulance, Ditton, which
this Company won, narrowly defeating the 5 Buffs.
The usual Annual Children's Party was held on Satur
day, the 4th January, for approximately 60 children of all
shapes and noises. Talking of children, the 17th century
Earl of Rochester made a remark which might apply to
some of our Company to the effect that—" Before I got
married I had six theories about bringing up children; now
1 have six children, and no theories."
Our usual dozen or so orphans were invited and joined
in the eating and games with enthusiasm. Sgt. Brough rig
ged up an amplifier all by himself and it seems slightly
unjust that the dulcet tones which entered the microphone
should have so startingly resembled the mating call of a
yard broom at the loud speaker. We should also like to
know who put on a record of the National Anthem during
the jolly course. Jack Breadcn, resplendent in scarlet
robes and cotton wool, did his annual Father Christmas act
and gave away so many presents that Dr. Barlas became
alarmed at the extent to which his young daughter had
benefited and insisted on returning some for redistribution.
A poser—how many presents can you pile into a bubble car?

Medical Ofiicer (examining recruits): "Have you any
scars on you?"
Recruit: "No sir, but 1 can give you a cigarette."
*

*

*

*

Doctor: "Your wife's mind is completely gone."
Husband : "Well, I'm not surprised. For the past fifteen
years she's been giving me a piece of it every day."
*

*

*

*

Sergeant: "Have you cleaned your boots this morn
ing?"
Recruit: "No."
Sergeant: "No what?"
Recruit: "No polish."

I

T is with some surprise that we find life at The Depot
relatively calm after the storm. The Annual Admini
strative Inspection which occupied us for so many weeks
is now a thing of the past and we have experienced a sense
of anticlimax. It would be rash to anticipate the report,
but we hope that no n.ews is good news and that the
inspecting ofiicer, Maj.Gen. W. F. R. Turner, D.S.O., and
his staff officers were not dissatisfied with what they saw.
As a preliminary to the Administrative Inspection we
had a visit on 3rd February from W.O.II Martell. He is
a member of the regiment and also of Col. Basil Clay's
Officers Documentation department at the War Office. In
this instance he had come to inspect the documents of our
phantom army of A.E.R. officers, and his report confirmed
that C/Sgt. Maltman's expenditure of midnight oil had not
been in vain.
Shortly after this, C.O.'s drill parades were held as
practices for February 11th. Strange figures who looked
illatease in boots and gaiters made their annual appear
ance on the square for this event, and the 90 recruits who
had learned arms drill only a few days previously, put up
a very good performance. On THE day we were fortunate
enough to have the Band of The Royal Fusiliers on parade,
which helped to make the march past a little more digni
fied. A major crisis which occurred shortly before the
Administrative Inspection was the removal to hospital of
R.S.M. Hills, whose experience of previous years is always
invaluable on these occasions. I regret to report that he
is still in hospital and will be away for some weeks yet.
We all wish him a speedy recovery. In the meantime,
thanks to O.C. 4/5 R.W.K., we are lucky enough to have
the services of R.S.M. Watts, who, in addition to invading
the drill square complete with Sam Browne and pace stick,
has thus legalised his position as our hockey goalkeeper.
After his last display against the socalled Reserve Fleet at
Chatham, legalised is perhaps hardly the word to use.
2/Lt. French joined us from Eaton Hall on 15th
February, en route to the 1st Battalion, and he was fol
lowed by another intake of 90 recruits on 20th February.
These were formed into Vimiera and Corunna Platoons
(the second to bear these names) under Sgts. Potts and
Gordon. The former, fresh (or should one say weary?)
from a drill course at the Guards Depot is shepherding
his flock round the square in quick time in a manner which
would astound those who knew him as M.T. and Mortar
N.C.O. in Germany !
It was about this time that Training Company changed
hands, Capt. Abplanalp having been summoned from
Cyprus by a flurry of signals to take over from Major
Wilson who has left The Regiment on transfer to the
Intelligence Corps. Major Wilson is at present on a Staff
Intelligence Course at Maresfield, and will afterwards take
up his appointment as instructor there. We wish both him
and Mrs. Wilson the best of good fortune in the future.
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On the 21st the "At Home" for parents and friends
of Malta and Kohima Platoons was held, and we were glad
to welcome a large number of spectators. No startling
change of programme was made, the welltried formula of
drill, assault course (with bags of bangs) and P.T. by a few
selected gymnasts having proved successful.
Capt.
Abplanalp found himself pitched in,to the role of compere
after having only just arrived, but carried it off with the
sangfroid which we have come to expect from our Training
Company Commanders.
The following day saw the first meeting of the Buffs
and Queen's Own, Amalgamation Committees, and we
welcomed Brig. Nicholson, their Deputy Colonel, Brig.
Parry and Major Morgan. A lot of preliminary detail was
discussed and it augurs well for the new regiment that such
a cordial and friendly atmosphere prevailed. This is
scarcely to be remarked since Brig. Parry was for some
years our Brigade Colonel, and, of course, we know Major
Morgan, O.C. Depot Buffs, equally well.
Hockey
After a series of matches cancelled by the weather, the
hockey team has settled down, to complete the second half
of its fixture list. We have been strengthened by the arrival
of Lt. M. J. Smith the renowned swingking or turf cutter
from Cyprus. He made an impressive debut against Depot
the Buffs and is gradually getting his eye in and everyone
else's out. Ptes. White and Archer are two new players
from Training Company who have played well and are
considerably fitter than some of the permanent staff mem
bers of the team. L/Cpl. Soldan is a forceful inside left
and L/Cpl. Miles is notable for a crafty backstick.
Record to date :
H.Q. Home Counties District ....
14 Command Workshops
R.A.F. Warding
66 Independent Field Squadron R.E.
R.A.F. West Mailing
34 L.A.A. Regt. R.A
Depot The Buffs
Pay and Record Office Royal
Marines
v. Regt. Pay Office, Canterbury ....
v. Regt. Pay Office, Canterbury ....
v. H.Q. Home Counties District ....
v. Reserve Fleet, Chatham
v. Depot the Buffs
Shooting
v.
v.
v.
v.
v.
v.
v.
v.

Lost 13
Won 102
Lost 05
Won 90
Won 21
Lost 06
Won 32
Lost
Won
Won.
Won
Lost
Won

05
10
10
71
25
32

The shooting team is now producing some good results,
and are placed 3rd in the Home Counties District League.
Record to date :
Round 1 684 pts. v. Depot Bulls
640 pts. (Won)
Round 2 692 pts. v. 1 R.F.
697 pts. (Lost)
Round 3 711 pts. v. 26 Fd. Regt. R.A. 725 pts. (Won)
Round 4 701 pts. v. Depot R. Sussex 681 pts. (Won)
Round 5 BYE.
Round 6 727 pts. v. 46 Coy. R.A.S.C. 681 pts. (Won)
Round 7 669 pts. v. Int. Centre
644 pts. (Won)
Round 8 718 pts. v. 192 Pro. Coy.
659 pts. (Won)
Round 9 681 pts. v. A Sqn. 12 S.M.E. 676 pts. (Won)
Cricket
1 am appalled to say that eighteen pairs of white
trousers have been purchased for the furtherance of this
decadent sport. Dicky Bird has ceased to make nice straight

patterns of the hockey and soccer pitches with his mower,
and (appropriately enough) is now going in everincreasing
circles round a small rectangle of hallowed ground which
is shortly to be the scene of a drill competition and plough
ing match. Members of the D.A.C.L., unite ! It looks
as if the whole wretched business is going to start again in
the spring.

SERGEANTS' MESS
Quite a change has come over the Mess this month in
the shape and size of R.S.M. Watts from the 4/5th Bn.
who has come over to fill the gap whilst R.S.M. Hills is in
hospital, and C.S.M. Wilde is away on a weapons course
at Hythe.
The Annual Admin. Inspection went off in its usual
way, only that C/Sgt. Standley forgot to append his sig
nature to the daily takings, other than which everything
was its steady self.
C/Sgt. "jerry" Heyfron was holding the exalted office
of "Tara" and therefore had the privilege of formingup
and preparing the parade for inspection which once again
upheld the Regimental tradition " Not a good looking Regi
ment. but devilishly Steady."
We are glad to hear that R.S.M. Hills is getting on
much better, and we are looking forward to seeing him up
and with us again in the near future.
It is with regret that we have to say " Cheerio " to
C.S.M. "Ted" Leach, who has now left us for another
soft job in the 1st Bn. We did hear that Mohamed
Ebrahim was after him, we wonder why ?
R.Q.M.S. " Pebble " Stone is away on a much earned
leave in the Hartz Mountains, doing it in style, so we hear.
One can only wonder where he will go when he gets his
new pay rise. You can come back now "Pebble" the
admin, is over.
Rumour has it that the permutations brain is leaving
and going to the East Anglian Bde., well, aayhow "Joe,"
you will have a job to do even if it's stamping identity
discs, and talking of discs, it is an education to hear " Joe "
Thornton and Sgt. Huntington trying to fix each other up
with a soft job in the Q.M.'s. Department.
Stop Press
Congratulations to " Bill " Maltman on his promotion
to the exalted rank of Warrant Officer. " Sir" ! ! What
no back pay ! !

At his first formation after receiving his army gear,
the scion of a wealthy society family, an impeccable
dresser, fell into line still wearing his handmade English
shoes. They slightly resembled low quarters, but were dis
tinctly not Government issue.
As the 1st Sergeant paced unhappily through the ranks
of fresh draftees, he stopped, incredulous when he spotted
the civilian shoes.
Placing his bulldog jaw next to the recruit, and point
ing his finger downward, the veteran inquired bitingly:
"May I ask you, what are you doing in those?"
They're mine, Sergeant," the lad replied blandly.
"They're yours!" The Sergeant was beside himself.
"Would you wear a !*? lop hat if you had one here?
"Oh, no," the elegant draftee said in shocked tones,
"not with brown shoes!"
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UR meeting held on the 28th February brought out a
very good attendance, officer status being well above
average. We had many visitors and several ladies, and taken
all round the meeting was a great success.
It isn't often we have both the O.C. Depot, and the
O.C. Depot Party, as it was known at one time, at one of
our meetings. We have had two C.O's of battalions, but
Friday, the 28th February, was a unique occasion as Lt.
Col. A. A. Eason had never before attended our meetings.
He has of course, been to one or two functions. This also
was the first visit of Major Guy Weymouth, O.C. Depot,
and he has kept the promise he made some time ago and
paid the call. We are honoured and are thoroughly enjoying
the company of visitors, no matter whom they be.
Bob Sivers made one of his periodical visits, and as
we had Major A. S. Bredon with us, Col. Pug Durtnell,
Charles Chaplin and Lt.Col. Pink, it was a great show. I dis
covered later that the wives of our Maidstone officers had
all gone along to the Phoenix Theatre, to see the show
there, as they managed to pop in just prior to the closure,
in time for a quick one at the bar. Whether the call of the
theatre was responsible for the officers attendance, we shall
now never know.
Harry Edwards had brought along an old friend of his,
Bert Dawes, who had served a mere forty years in H.M.
Royal Navy, so to ally even more closely, the tie between
the Navy and The Queen's Own. We mustn't forget the
playing of Rule Brittania prior to the Hundred Pipers, must
we? Scotty was on parade, and had quite a long hearing on
a topic upon which I shall dwell a little later. Harry Elson
and wife were present, as was Jock Savage with Mrs. Savage,
Jimmy and Mrs. Fenwick, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Page, Mr.
and Mrs. "Bunny" Hunt, Mr. and Mrs. Cox, Scotty men
tioned above, John Newton, Darkie Barton, Harry Lofts,
Len Shuffle, Jack Hunt, the band wallahs "Ethel" Wright,
our exband Sgt. who became B.M. with the Lancashire
Fusiliers, our Treasurer, looking much better, had just left
a party and was in great form, (don't tell the Missus), Dick
Forrester, George Hooker and Jerry Nash, Robert Wilks,
Alf Toms and Ted Ballard, Young Jepson, but no Darkie
Maslin! We even mislaid the secretary for a short while,
but he arrived later to tumultous applause!
Our Chairman. Trefor Thomas, was back, but tells me
he is due to go into hospital for an operation, which the
doctors tell him, will allow him to have a rest from work
for a few days. We did expect Busty Cannacott along from
Maidstone. I had brought along some White Papers for his
special benefit. Perhaps he was snowbound in the little vil
lage where he now lives. He is quite happy in civilian life
and enjoying working for the K.C.C. Timber Marchant was
with us, as was George Freeman, and all in good form.

Your Regimental Badge..
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
(formerly The Goldsmiths <&_
Silversmiths Company Ltd.) have

for many years specialised
in the production of
badge jewellery.

Royal West Kent Regiment
White and Yellow Gold and Enamel

White and Yellow Gold and Enamel

Home £9.2.6
Export £6.17.6

Home £17.17.6
Export £13.2.6

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Regiment,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel.
If desired, these very attractive
brooches can be set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates
are submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness of detail, and expert
workmanship is assured.

GARRARD & CO. LTD.
Crown Jewellers
formerly THE GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.

112 REGENT STREET  LONDON  W.i
TEIJiPHONE: REGENT 3021
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One of our members, Capt. Jimmy Hammond, is hav
ing a bad spell at the moment. His heart which has given
quite a lot of anxiety during the past twelve years, has been
very low the past few weeks and Jim has had to take to
bed, on the M.O's instructions. I paid him a visit on Sun
day, the 23rd February, and he told me he was getting
further treatment, and was hoping for a specialist to visit
him. The specialist has since been, and has decided that if
Jimmy Hammond goes into hospital he has hopes of im
provement, so Jimmy is now in dock, and I hope to visit
him again soon.

prior to Xrnas, and then my unfortunate absence from the
Xrnas Party, the handing over of the cash for the bonds did
not materialise. Forgotten in January, until after the meet
ing, both Timber and I told each other we would very
definitely bring up this matter at the February meeting. He
did. The money was handed over with all due ceremony
with receipts given and the bonds have been purchased. I
will hand these over to the Treasurer who will be able to
check monthly, after next August, the results of the draws
from month to month. Will we have a beano if our number
comes up! !

I also visited Nobby White in Sidcup, hoping he hadn't
moved to foreign climes. He was at home, and both he and
Margaret, his wife, say they will pop along and see us soon;
sending their best wishes to all members. I should have
mentioned this at our last meeting. I beg forgiveness.

The Bromley Social was mentioned and quite a show
of hands was made, promising a visit to the Drill Hall on
the night following our next meeting. We shall again give
notice of the Bromley branch invitation, and hope those
who have stated their intention to go, will not disappoint.
Both Robert Wilks and Timber Marchant stated that none
should miss this function.

The Chairman opened the meeting, and we regret to
inform friends of Alf Toms, that the latters wife died very
recently, and it is hoped that the branch will be able to
assist Alf to get into the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, as soon
as it can be managed.
There was a letter from Col. A. K. Grant stating he
would not be able to attend, due to slight indisposition, but
hoped to be along in the near future. The latter of course,
commanded the 1st Bn. in the mid 1920's, and as far as 1
know is the only O.C. 1st Bn. to become a member of the
Branch. 1 cannot recall Col. Robinson, Lister, Buchanan,
Dunlop, Hibbert, Wingfield Stratford or Anstruther of
between wars ever attending, but post war, we have had
one or two who have commanded. Brigadier Talbot, perhaps
the first, in fact I'm almost certain he was commanding in
1946, in January, whilst at Dover. Col. Grant wished the
members well, and success for the coming meetings.
Having a chat to Lt.Col. Charles Chaplin, who was
responsible for the last History of the Regiment, from the
period of the end of the First World War to the end of the
Second War, I was surprised to learn that up until now,
nobody had written up a history of the Regiment from its
formation in 1881 to the beginning of the First World War
in 1914. Colonel Chaplin has once more decided to burst
into print and has written up this period of the history of
The Queen's Own. We shall be hearing of this shortly I pre
sume, and there'll be many interested, who will want to buy
this book. No doubt the Colonel will once more get the
cheapest edition he can, for the benefit of the Regiment,
and let us hope he gets a good public for the books presen
tation. The best of wishes for this historical record, and its
success, comes from all branch members.
The meeting proper took up a longer time than usual.
The Welfare Ofiicer, Timber Marchant, made a very mov
ing appeal on behalf of Alf Toms. Scotty rose and gave a
lengthy account of the boys of Roubaix, who have sent the
branch an open invitation to go over at any time and have
a holiday with them. It's "don't spend your holidays at home
— go to the district of Roubaix where you will really be
well cared for," from these very gallant gentlemen, about
whom I wrote several months ago. Scotty is now trying to
arrange for a band to go over there and parade, and play
for their Annual Ceremony. Knowing Scotty, I doubt
whether he'll give the powers that be any rest until some
thing is achieved.
Timber al,so mentioned the point about our Premium
Bonds, which were to be bought and kept for the branch in
my name. Due to Percy Haliett, our Treasurer being so ill

Having Col. Eason at the meeting we were able to place
one or two awkward questions, and the little queries we
raised, no doubt will give the latter food for thought prior
to the General Meeting at Maidstone, when we shall once
again be represented by our Secretary, Tom Briddock. One
point was the business of branch members having to pay a
subscription to belong to a branch. Why isn't the 10/ life
membership fee, which many paid during Service Days
sufficient to allow one to be a member of any branch to
which the person wishes to belong. If he wishes to join
more than one branch, then there should be an extra mem
bership fee.
At present one pays this fee and that is all there is to it.
One never really knows for what. This is one point the
branch would like cleared up. Tom Briddock will present
the case! Scotty rose and stated that he could not under
stand how the "Buster" was still able to be published at
such a low cost and asked Col. Eason whether he would
raise the price a few coppers as the magazine was well
worth paying extra for. The latter informed us that the
magazine was, at the moment, running at a loss, but there
was no intention of raising the price yet. The loss is small
and there is a cushion to fall back on, so that settled the
matter for the time being. Very useful having the Colonel
on parade, able to give us all the "gen," being the Editor.
The meeting closed after our box collection, and it was
then realised that our monthly raffle had been forgotten.
Mrs. Elson promised one of her usual cakes for next
month's raffle, so let's hope we get a goodly attendance. All
in favour of the Benevolent Fund. We seem to have for
gotten too, that we were going to do something about
dividing the cash into parts, to enable some to be used for
entertainment, no doubt this will jog a member's memory
next month.
I spent a while at the bar with Major Weymouth, and
introduced both Alf Toms and Ted Ballard to him. I must
say it was interesting to hear how well the O.C. Depot
entered into these old timers conversation. All our old
soldiers were on parade, Harry Edwards, Scotty, George
Freeman, etc., and I had a chat to the latter who proudly
sported a badge marked "Siege of Kut," as did his pal Mr.
Cox. They are two of the very few members left of this
famous battle, the "Siege of Kut," the 2nd Bn. in World
War 1. George Elliot, whom I last saw at Maidstone, always
reminded me every time I saw him, "Yes, its all right for
you youngsters, but I was at the Seige of Kut!"
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Bill Page and Bunny Hare went early with their wives,
Bill telling me he was a great friend of Jimmy Fenwick's
father in his serving days. Jimmy and Mrs. Fenwick are
now stalwarts of the branch, in attendance on practically
every possible occasion.
I was very sorry to note that Algy Orchard had passed
on. The branch has many members who knew Algy very
well indeed, and rather belatedly we fear, extend our sym
pathy to Mrs. Orchard in her bereavement. Noting the
contents of Mrs. Orchard's letter in last month's Buster, re
our late Chairman; it is regretted that no mention was made
of Algy's demise. I read with interest Bill Medcalf's obituary
and was pleased that the old Ivanhoe has in no way gone
back in his literary efforts. Why he isn't writing up some
branch's notes is beyond me. Strange too, that I should
have mentioned him as recently as January in my notes.
Major Ben Stoneham's wife sent her regards through
my daughter Sheila, and as Mrs. Stoneham can get to town
for shopping and other items, T think Major Ben Stoneham
ought to pay the branch a visit. How about it? And that
goes for Lt.Col. P. H. Mackiin, too. Please see the early
paragraphs. It's quite easy to park the wife at a theatre! !
We still miss many members who have not been along
for two or three months, and hope that it is not illness that
prevents attendance. We send our best wishes to those we
know are sick, and hope for their early recovery. We hope
for bumper attendances as the weather improves.
The day following the meeting, St. David's Day, 1958,
was the 25th anniversary of my wedding in Bombay to my
wife, who had come out to the 1st Bn. to marry me. I was
a C/Sgt., Jimmy Hammond the C.S.M., Lt.Col. E. S. Kerr
my O.C. Coy. and Trefor Thomas our present chairman,
my best friend, attended our Anniversary Party. Had it not
been for illness Jimmy Hammond would have been there
too. So the years roll along. Our presentation clock from the
Sgts' Mess still reposes on the mantel, and we still have
Lt.Col. and Mrs. E. S. Kerr's tea tray, presents we treasure.
There are many members of the branch who remember the
day, we had a marvellous Sgts'. Mess Dinner and I could
name several who attended. Hope i have as happy a 25
years with the branch! !
Since writing the above, Jimmy Hammond has passed
away. The branch extends its deepest sympathy to his
widow and daughter in their sorrow. An obituary notice
is published elsewhere in this issue, written by your cor
respondent, giving full details.
"The Spider"

Tel.: REGENT 5915

J. B. JOHNSTONE
/HMlttarg ant) /Puftt TTatlor
ant) JBreecbes /iDafter « »

35 SACKVILLE ST., LONDON

AND

TUNBRIDGE

Specially

Appointed

Queen's

Own

to The

Royal

West

Kent Regiment

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of Her Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.

rvrcf

is Tr'UT

JtiX J h a J t l i j H l

ON

this

NOTICE

MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT
LAUNDRY CO., LTD.
LOOSE ROAD. MAIDSTONE

Tel. 3020

QUALITY SERVICE THAT
WILL SATISFY
I

DRY CLEANING

I
TONBRIDGE

79

CARPET CLEANING

WELLS

I

N continuation of our January notes, which by some
reason unknown to us missed the last issue. The Com
mittee met again on the third Wednesday of February,
when we were able to proceed with the social arrangements
for the near future.
Mr. T. LatterSlapley was in the chair, owing to the
absence of Major N. S. C. Elmslie who was detained in mak
ing final arrangements for the Airdrop in case it should be
necessary to rescue our President from those who are some
times not too friendly.
We'll have him back from the Med,
Whatever Nasser may have said.
On Wednesday, the 19th March, we shall hope to hold
our meeting at 7.0 p.m., after which arrangements have
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been made to do battle with the Edenbridge members in a
games tournament. We also hope to entertain our friends
from the Tonbridge Rugby Football Club, who in the past
have shown us every consideration.
We have asked our Secretary, Mr. F. Jezard, of 2,
Milton Gardens, to make the necessary arrangements for a
coach party for the Royal Tournament. The approximate
date being the 7th June. Members wishing to obtain tickets
should apply to the secretary as early as possible.
We should like to thank Major H. Sidders for his very
kind letter and are able to assure him that we appreciate
his keen interest in the Branch.
The Chairman said that the committee would like to
join with him in extending a hearty welcome to Mr. A.
Ingram, who has now found it possible to take an active
part in the Branch. We hope he will be able to serve for
many years. Arthur Ingram will long be remembered by
Sgt. Dr. Yeoman, only one in the Battalion, and Sgt Taylor
who said: "Here they come sir, coming round the corner,
15,000 of 'em. Alright Sgt. Taylor send a L/Cpl. and six
men to cut 'em off."
News comes from Major R. Cleaver who we under
stand has not been too well. We send him best wishes for
complete recovery and hope to see him and his wife at
Maidstone, not inside.
Our last meeting was the Annual General Meeting
when Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., T. D ., President of
the Branch, was in the chair supported by Mr. F. Jezard,
honorary Secretary and O.R.Q.M.S. Breaden, M.B.E. our
treasurer.
Amongst others present were Lt.Col. A. R. H. Waring,
Commanding 4/5th Bn. who has just become a member of
the Branch, and Major H. Sidders and Capt. Turner of the
2nd Cadet Bn.
Apologies were received from Capt. G. Rippon, who is
indeed far from well, we hope most sincerely that he will
soon recover, and Brigadier W. Latham, D.s.o. one of our
honorary members.
Our Chairman, Major N. S. C. Elmslie, attended later
in the evening having been detained on special parade with
the 2nd Cadet Bn.
Greetings were received from Brigadier D. E. B. Talbot,
C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C . Reports from the ground scouts inform
us that promotions and appointments may be expected in
the near future and we all look forward to the day when
we can offer our congratulations.
We are very happy to retain the services of our presi
dent and chairman who were reelected during the evening.
The committee was also reelected enbloc with power to
coopt the services of Mr. A. Ingram when required.
Col. Pardington paid tribute to Mr. F. Jezard and
O.R.Q.M.S. J. Breaden for the hard work they had done
during the past year. He also thanked the scribbler for
quoting the Branch throughout the year.
We are informed that Col. Pardington is about to take
a cruise in the Mediterranean. We shall hope that he will
have complete enjoyment on this trip and that he will
manage to steer clear of Col. Nasser's clutches. It would be
a major job if the Branch had to make an airborne landing
to rescue him.
To all those who are interested in the social side, let
me say, keep in touch with the Hon. Secretary, 2, Milton
Gardens, who will furnish full particulars.
T. L. S.
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FOUNDED—
PATRON :
HER

ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCESS MARINA. DUCHESS OF KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O.. G.B.E..
ColonelinChief

The Queen s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :

LIEUTENANTGENERAL SIR WILLIAM OLIVER. K.C.B.. O.B.E.,
Colonel of

the Regiment.

CHAIRMAN :
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL H. N. EDWARDS. M.B.E., D.L
HON SECRETARY & TREASURER :
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent

Regiment. The Barracks. Maidstone,

BRANCHES :

BRANCH
Bromley
Chatham
Catford & District
Gravesend
London
Maidstone
Sevenoaks
Shorncliffc
Tonbridge and
Tunbridge Wells
6th Battalion
7th

Battalion

8th

Battalion

10th

CHAIRMAN

DETAIL OF MEETINGS

SECRETARY

Mr. A. V. Smith

Mr. G. H. Cockell,
Last Saturday each month. 8 p.m.. United
3 Priestfield Road. Forest Hill. S.E. 23.
Service Club, Bromley.
Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E.,
Major H. G. Paice
First Monday each month. 7.30 p.m.. at "The
"Jutogh." 16 Beaconsfield Road. Chatham.
Hare and Hounds," 340 High Street.
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 3878).
Mr. F. Lawrence.
Mr. L. Clarke
The second Friday in every month at "The
43 Kingswood Road. Penge, S.E. 20
Railway Signal," Devonshire Rd.. Forest
Hill, S.E. 23.
Mr. W. T. Nichols.
Mr. Haddoa
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel. Stuart
9 The Bungalows. Cross Lane West.
Rd.. Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
Gravesend. Kent.
Mr. T. Briddock.
Mr. Trefor Thomas
Last Friday each month, at "The Cran
74 Cherry Tree. Walk. West Wickham.
bourn." 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane.
Kent.
Leicester Square. W.C. 2.
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Watermatfv,
Mr. II. W. Maxlow
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m. Ser
The Barracks. Maidstone.
geants' Mess. Depot. R.W.K., Maidstcirre.
Capt. H. D. A. Pennels Mr. P. Whale.
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
c/oT.A. Centre. Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
Hall. Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell . . Mr. E. W. N. Elvy.
" FleursdeLys," Sandgate. Quarterly, first
235 Cheriton High Street. Folkestone.
Friday. February. May. August, Nov.
Maj. N .S. C. Elmslie . M. F. Jezard.
2 Milton Gardens. Tonbridge.
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers.
D.S.O., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens. Orpington.
Major E. Goodman . . Mr. T. Shepherd,
492 Downham Way. Bromley. Kent.

Battalion

11th Battalion

Major B. Bergl

20th (London)

Mr. J. Mingay

Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Centre, Avebury Avenue. Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel.
Bromley.
Reunions annually to
March or April as
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."

Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Mr. Stanford.
10 Bramble Close. Maidstone.
Mr. L. W. Dawson.
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
19 Chestnut Drive. Heme Bay. Kent.
Mr. F. W. Sales.
Meeting first
Tuesday each month. Holly
16 Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath. S.E. 3.
Pledge House. Blackheath.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are :
Life Membership : Officers £2 10 0; Other Ranks, 10

or an Annual Subscription of : Officers, 5/-. other Ranks, 1.

The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, a n d to assist those in
distress.

The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.

Past and Present Association

Badges are available at a cost of 2 - to Life Members.

All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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help
is needed . . .
Y o u m a y t h i n k it i s u n b e l i e v a b l e t h a t
t h e r e a r e s t i l l m a n y c a s e s of g r e a t h a r d s h i p
among exsoldiers and their dependants that
c a n n o t b e h e l p e d b y o f f i c i a l s c h e m e s of
r e l i e f , b u t it i s a t r u e fact.
T h e A r m y B e n e v o l e n t F u n d is t h e
p a r e n t b o d y of a l l r e g i m e n t a l c h a r i t i e s a n d
provides financial aid to those charities
which give personal attention to individual
c a s e s i n n e e d a n d c a s e s of r e a l h a r d s h i p
w h e r e it is i m p o s s i b l e t o r a i s e l i f e a b o v e a
bare restricted existence.
Y o u r h e l p is b a d l y n e e d e d b e c a u s e
the calls on this Fund are increasing
considerably.
P l e a s e g i v e all y o u c a n a f f o r d a s a t o k e n
of g r a t i t u d e t o t h e m e n w h o g a v e s o m u c h
for you.
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FUND
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Registered Under The War Charities Act. 1940.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Pas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of

Kent with motto "Invicta."

"Vimicra," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Or'thes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
" N i l e , 1884-85," " S o u t h A f r i c a , 1900-02" " A f g h a n i s t a n , 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons." "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, *17" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill GO," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Poziers,"
"Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette."
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights." "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18." "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917."
"Oppy," "Pilckem," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road." "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai,
1917, '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bpaume,
1918," "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 1917-18," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" S h a r q a t , " "Mesopotamia, 1 9 1 5  1 8 . "
Second World War—"Defence of Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h  W e s t E u r o p e , 1940," "Alam el Haifa," " E l A l a m e i n , "
"Djebel Aboid," "Djebel Azzag. 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill. 1943," "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa. 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily. 1943." "Termoli," "San Salvo." "Sangro," "Romagnoli." "Impossible
Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley,' "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo." "Advance to
Florence," "Monte Scalari," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridge head," "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro," "Senio,"
"Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 1940-42," "North Arakan," "Razabil," "Mayu Tunnels,"
"Defence of Kohima" "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver,

K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.

O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

Battalions :

British Forces Post Office 53.

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the
Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
Colonel-in-Chief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E
LieuTenant-General Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.

REGULAR

OFFICERS

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Names
Buckle, P. C. M.
Flint, A. J. M., M.B.E.

H.Q., B.A.O.R,
I R.W.K.

SHORT

SERVICE

MAJORS
Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S., M.B.E.
Duffield, G. W

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
R.B.D., British Army Post Office, 5
Welfare Officer, M.P. and D.B.,
Shepton Mallet
G.H.Q., M.E.L.F.

Marsh, H. W.
MAJORS
Read, M. R„ M.C.
Grove, M. R. L., M C.
Bailey, J. D. B. .
Archer, M. G. M M.C
Rickcord M. B. .
Turner, P. R. H.
Dowse, R. K. . . .
Gwilliam, D. H., M
Faulkner, D. 0.
Brock, J. H. . .
Manners, D. C. J. .
Waring, H. B. H. .
Eason, J. A., T.D. .
Elgood, P. N
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth, G. U., M.B
Dover, V., M.C. . . .
Willis, C. F., M.B.E., T.D
Roper, I. H., M.C. .
Scull, D. S
Monckton, D., M.C., T.D
Macmillon, I.. A. .
Woodman, E. G., M C.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmillan, H. A. .
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W. . . .

H.Q. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
War Office
War Office.
I R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
H.Q. Western Comd.
M.D.C., T.C., Millom.
War Office.
D.A.Q., H.Q., Rhine Dist.
4/5 R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
Junior Leaders' Bn.
H.Q., Northern Comd.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
War Office.
2 Ghana Regt.
4 Malay Reg'f.
G.L. Sec., Hong Kong.
I R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
2 Fed. Inf. Bde.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
2 Ghana Regt.
Depot Holdee.
5 Malay.
70 (E.A.) Inf. Bde., E.A.

COMMISSIONS

CAPTAINS
7 K.A.R.
S.P. Establishment.
A.S. of M.T., Bordon (Inst.).
H Q., 2 T.A.F.
(T/Maj.) A.S.P.T.

Russell, H. C., M.C. D.C.M.
Fi'tzpatrick, J. N.
Mannering, L. A.
Dinsdale, J. W.
Beaumont, S. H.

LIEUTENANTS
(A/Capt.) H.Q., 7 Armd. Div.
1 E. Surrey.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.

Halsall, A. C. L.
Tizard, L. A. S. .
Gibbs, W. J.
Furionger, B.

2nd LIEUTENANTS
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.

Colegate, T. K.
Clinch, M. J. .

QUARTERMASTERS
(Maj.) 6 K.A.R.
(Capt.) att. H.Q., Rhine Dist.

Cook, E. S., M.B.E.
Hunt, W. G. . . .

CAPTAINS
Winstanley, R. G . . . .
Abplanalp, V. C. . . .
Osborne, E. C. S. . . .
Shearburn, S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J. . . .
Clarke, C. S
Campbell, D. P. I. ...
Nicholls, R. V/. G., M
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S
Goodwin, P. J
Norton, J. D
Lygo, J. R
Beale, K. S., M.C. .
Stock, P. R
Leigh, P. S., M.C
Howlett, G. H. W., M.C
Scouller, J. A
Woolstencroft, D. H.
Craven, C. E
Neve, R. W., M.C. . .

War Office.
Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
(T/Major) H.Q., Cyprus Dist.
I R W.K.
Depot Holdee.
12 Liason Fit. A.A.C.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
4/5 R.W.K
Att. Int. Corps.
4 Malay.
(T/Major) 3 Para.
2 Malay.
2 Nigeria.
Mons O.C.S.
1 R.W.K.
2 Ghana Regt.
1 (NY) Bn., K.A.R.
1 R.W.K.

LIEUTENANTS
Wood, W. R.
Tarver, C. L.
Newall, M. R. M.
Pybus,, I. D. . . .
Heatly, A. F.
Durtnell, R. J. .
Taylor, E. A.
Butler, C. D. B. .
Langhorne, J.
Hiscock, P
Smith, M. J.

Fed. Malaya Mil. Forces.
1 R.W.K.
(T/Capt.) 3 Para.
3 Para.
3 Para.
I R.W.K.
i R W.K.
I R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
Depot, R.W.K.

2nd LIEUTENANTS
Champion, C. G.
Pearce, N. C. .
Cleaver, G. F.

1 R.W.K.
1 RW.K.
1 R.W.K.

4lh/5th

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel : Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Waring, A. R. H., T.D.
MAJORS
Brock, J. H. (Trg. Major).
Meyrick, K. C., T.D. (2 I.C.).
Coath, T. C.
Bobby, F. J.

Wood, D. W. J., T.D.
Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Pennells, H. D. A.

CAPTAINS
Ogilvie, J. B.
Robson, T. J. R.
Barlas, J. A., R.A.M.C. (T.A.) R.M.O.
Clemence, M. J.
Watson, K. E.

Goodwin, P. J. (Adjt.).
Caiver-Jones, J.
Newman, B. J.
Duggan, H. R.
Innes, C. A.

LIEUTENANTS
Horton, R. J.
MacLachlan, S.
Gregory, M. K.
Sutton, J. D.
Parslow, G. E.
Cyster, P. L.
Burrell, G. K.
Curtis, D. R.
Cannell, K.
Gilbert, R. P., R.A.P.C. (T.A.).

Smith, J. C. C. J.
George, P. M. J.
Turner, D. M.
Young, R. N.
Maw, N. N. G.
Pergrift, G. E.
Day, B. E.
Fraser, C. G.
Nyren, M. V.
Morley-Jacob, P. J.
Parker, P. K.

QUARTERMASTER
Hoggart, E. J. W. (Lt.)

QUARTERMASTERS
Sivers, A. E., M.B.E.
Blake, A. G., M.B.E.
Stephens, S. V. . . .
Grubb, J. E., M.B.E.
Hoggart, E. J. W. .

M M.

(Maj.) Depot, R.W.K.
(Maj.) I R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot Holdee.
(Lt.) 1 R.W.K.
(Lt.) 4/5 R.W.K.

NATIONAL

SERVICE
LIEUTENANTS

Sco'ft, P

M.

OFFICERS
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Social and Personal

~E6itorial

T

H E following telegram was sent by the Colonel of the
Regiment and the Colonel of The Bull's (Royal East Kent
Regiment) to H.M. The King of Denmark and H.R.H. The
Duchess of Kent on the day of the announcement that they
had been appointed ColonelinChief and Colonel respec
tively of the future amalgamated regiment.
"With humble duty, and on behalf of all ranks present
and past of their two regiments, the Colonel of The Buffs
and the Queen's Own send loyal greetings to His Majesty
The King of Denmark and Her Royal Highness The Duchess
of Kent on their appointments as ColonelinChief and
Colonel of the future amalgamated regiment of Kent. The
perpetuation in this way of greatly cherished traditional ties
with the Royal House of Denmark and the Royal Duchy
of Kent is most deeply appreciated."
The following replies have been received:
From H.M. The King of Denmark
"Please convey to all ranks of The Buffs and The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment my warm appreciation
and thanks for their kind message. I send my best wishes
for the future."
From H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent
"1 thank you so much for your kind message which 1
greatly appreciate and ask you to convey my best wishes
and thanks to all ranks of my regiment and to The Buffs."
*
*
*
*
Wc offer LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver our
warmest congratulations on being gazetted a deputy lieu
tenant of the county of Kent.
*

*

*

*

With effect from the 14th May, 1958, the home address
of the Colonel of the Regiment, LieutenantGeneral Sir
William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L . will be : —
Quintain House,
Offham,
Nr. Wrotham,
Kent.
*
*
*
*
BROOKWOOD MEMORIAL
The Brook wood Memorial will be unveiled by Her
Majesty The Queen on Saturday, 25th October, 1958, at
2.30 p.m.
The Regiment has been offered three tickets of admis
sion for this ceremony.
Will any member of the Past and Present Association
who would like to attend kindly forward his name and
address to the Editor, the Barracks, Maidstone.
In the event of more than three applications being re
ceived a draw will take place for the three available tickets.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the
following Regimental Journals and Magazines: —
The Dragon. Tank. Snapper, R.A.O.C. Gazette,
Waggoner. British Legion Journal, Empire & Common
wealth, Queen's Royal Regt. Newsletter and The Man
chester Regt. Gazette.

AJOR Bill Crumplin on board M.V. "Devonshire"
on his way to join the 1st Bn. writes: —
"The Buffs are on board and it has been great fun meet
ing them all. Geoffrey Cox is in Command as the C.O. and
2/I.C. have already gone ahead. The cricketing fraternity
will be glad to know that Martin ffrenchBlake and Rusty
Thorneycroft are on board ! Many who were in Malaya
will like to know that Mrs. Catt and family are on board.
Capt. (Q.M.) "Moggy" Catt (late O.R.Q.M.S. I R.W.K.!)
is Q.M. The Buffs and is already in Aden.
Our draft has been a great credit so far. The general
standard of turn out in Gibraltar was excellent, but good as
it was, our draft was superb thanks largely to the efforts of
young John French and C.S.M. Leach. Both these stalwarts
are in great heart — the latter being the only regimental rep
in the 2nd Class suffers a fair amount of good natured
ribbing from The Buffs !
We were all (and this includes 3rd Foot) deeply impres
sed at the announcement that H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent
will be Colonel of the amalgamated Regiment.
Apart from an unpleasant day or two in the Irish Sea
we are having an excellent trip and for five days now have
had wonderful sun and balmy air. We left Liverpool on the
28th and reached Gib early on the 5th. We are due at Malta
on the 9th, where we arc to have some shore .leave, and are
due at Limassol on 13th.
It was also a very pleasant surprise to find that Sue
Palmer was travelling out on this ship, and we see a lot of
her. So it is a very pleasant voyage and an interesting one."
*
*
*
*
Brigadier Roddy Fyler writes:—
"I have recently visited Cheras Road Cemetery at Kuala
Lumpur, where most, if not all, of those ol the Regiment
who died during the 1st Battalion's tour in Malaya, are
buried. 1 expect all who served in Malaya will be glad to
know that the graves are all in very good condition, just as
they were when we left in 1953. (Fie enclosed three photo
graphs of the cemetery.)
*

*

*

*

Major Derek Scull writes: —
"Life continues in much the same way in HongKong
and the two Queen's Own representatives, myself and Mike
Read, continue to thrive. We are enjoying the HongKong
winter at the moment, but fortunately the temperature
rarely goes below about 50°, a very different story from
the weather that you appear to be contending with in Eng
land at the moment.
Peter Stock and his wife paid a flying visit to Hong
Kong from Malaya about ten days ago. They were both in
good form and looking forward to their drive back to Eng
land. He told me that the other Queen's Own chaps he had
met in Malaya were in excellent form.
*

*

*

*

We are sorry to hear that Major F. J. Lander has been
under the weather lately, having been in hospital for about
a month for a major operation and treatment. We under
stood he is now fairly normal again, and wish him a speedy
recovery.
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The following have visited Regimental Headquarters
and entered their names in the Colonel of the Regiment's
Visitors Book during March: —
Major H. A. Macmillan on his return from the 1st Battalion
and prior to proceeding on leave pending retirement.
Capt. C. Carey from No. 3 W.E.T.C. Crowborough. who
took advantage of a fine day to bring his family to
look at Maidstone.
Major I. A. Macmillan who is still awaiting a definite move
date to join the 1st Battalion.
Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards (Chairman Past and Present Assn.)
for the Annual General Meeting held on 22nd March.
Brigadier D. C. McClure (late 20th London Regt.) social
visit.
Colonel B. L. Clay from O.D.O. Branch, The War Office
made the Depot his H.Q. for about one week whilst on
official duties in this area.
Capt. G. H. W. Howlett who was passing through to Mons
O.C.S. at Aldershol after the closing down of Eaton
Hall, Chester.
Lt. B. Furlonger who has returned from 1 Sierre Leone
Regt., and is now at the Depot waiting a new appoint
ment.
Other visitors included: —
In Pensioner Tom Vidler from The Royal Hospital,
Chelsea and ex C/Sgt. Sammy Ringe (who is looking slim
mer) and is hoping to change his employment in the near
future.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
G. J. H. Bragg,
78, Welldon Crescent,
Harrow, Midds.
4th April, 1958.
Dear Sir,—So sorry I have not answered your letter
dated 23rd January until now. I thank you for sending
nie " The Queen's Own Gazette."' In the reading of the
contributions, I came across quite a few of my old pals.
W. Medcalf's (Ivanhoe) sincere and J might add true con
tribution on the death of Mr. Orchard. "Algy" as we all
knew him, brought back memories of that cricket match in
January, of which I enclose a photograph of team taken
just before the match* I would like to tell (Ivanhoe) that
J took the hat trick that day, taking three wickets for
fifteen runs. I may have taken a few more, but they took
me off quickly. That is me standing in front, second from
the left, i could name all the front row, but I cannot
remember the five at the back. If you could take a copy
of this 1 would like the photograph returned. How can I
get in touch with Mr. Smith and Mr. Medcalf.
The
London Branch mention a lot of my old friends, and I
must give them a surprise and attend their next meeting.
I shall certainly come down for the reunion. Sir, I must
thank you and all the officers for sending me their best
wishes. You will be pleased to know I have found a
steady job and can stay on till I like to retire.
Thanking you again, Sir, Yours faithfully,
G. J. H. BRAGG.
* Regret it was not possible to reproduce photograph.

Dear Mr. Editor,—Would you be kind enough,
through the columns of the "Q.O.G.," to thank all the
friends and kindly people who sent flowers and letters of
sympathy, following my husband's death.
I have been deeply touched by the kindness shown
by members of the branches of the Past and Present
Association, which he loved so much, the messages from
his old friends of the Regiment, and only regret that much
as I would love to do, cannot answer all individually.
It has been a great help to me to know that so many
remembered, and knowing that so many have shown such
interest, has given me greater courage to face the future.
I shall always be proud to have been part of the
Regiment where Jim served so long and faithfully, and
know that all the lime I spend without him I shall never
lack friends from those days.
Yours very sincerely,
FAY HAMMOND.

LETTER TO COLONEL OF REGIMENT
Dear General,
I am writing to acknowledge with very many thanks
the support that you have given or promised to the Royal
Military Memorial Chapel Appeal Fund.
The appeal, as you will no doubt have imagined, has
proved to be almost a complete success already. Only a few
responses are yet to come in. It is a great encouragement
to me as Chairman of the Chapel Council to have your
generous support.
We propose to let Corps and Regiments know from
year to year how the work of maintaining the Memorials
and carrying on the improvement of the Chapel is progres
sing. 1 hope to do this by having an annual note about the
Chapel included in the British Army Review and in addi
tion will include reference in the Chapel Notes which appear
in every issue of our own journal. The Wish Stream. This
reaches the Editors of most Regimental Magazines.
Meanwhile, I want to thank you most sincerely on be
half of the Chapel Council for your ready support of our
appeal.
Yours sincerely,
R. W. Urqhart

EYES RIGHT

ON THIS
NOTICE

MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT
LAUNDRY CO., LTD.
LOOSE ROAD, MAIDSTONE

Tel. 3020

QUALITY SERVICE THAT
WILL SATISFY
DRY CLEANING

CARPET CLEANING
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gaxette

CAPTAIN MICHAEL JOSEPH
Mr. Michael Joseph, who has died aged 60, was suc
cessful as both author and publisher. From comparatively
small beginnings he built up the publishing firm of which
he was chairman and managing director and last year cele
brated his 21st anniversary as a publisher.
His was one of the few young publishing firms to thrive
in recent years when some of the older established houses
were amalgamating. Using new ideas for marketing and
advertising, he quickly established a reputation in the pub
lishing world.
He had a notable fiction list, including such best sellers
as H. E. Bates, C. S. Forester and Monica Dickens. Joyce
Gary, John van Druten and the Duchess of Windsor were
also in his lists.
As an author, he enjoyed considerable success with his
books on cats. He was president of the Siamese Cat Society
of the British Empire and described cats as his recreation.
He had also written an account of his war service, "The
Sword and the Scabbard." In "The Adventure of Publish
ing" he gave a full, account of the book trade in all its
aspects.
Before entering publishing, Mr. Joseph was a well
known literary agent and director from 192635 of Curtis
Brown, literary agents. He served in the 191418 war with
the Wiltshire Regt. and the Machine Gun Corps. In the last
war he was with the Queen's Own Royal West Kents from
194041.



BERTRAND STEWARD PRIZE ESSAY
COMPETITION, 1958
Prize — £80
Closing date — 22nd June, 1958
Subject —"There is no doubt that the advent of nuclear
weapons on the tactical battlefield requires a reap
praisal of our defence concepts.
During the past few years the old conception of
the armoured division and the infantry division has
been modified to try and meet these new conditions.
As a first step to this end it was decided to remove
the infantry brigade from the armoured division and to
provide an armoured regiment as an integral part of
the infantry brigade in the infantry division.
In the opinion of many this has resulted in the
infantry division becoming too big and unwieldy and
the armoured division has become little more than a
brigade group.
As a result opinion is now tending to favour brig
ade groups as the tactical entity, leaving a standard
divisional H.Q. free to command whatever number of
brigade groups the situation requires, armoured or
infantry."
Discuss the tactical problems involved and give
your views on the best organisation of infantry and
armour to meet defensive problems likely to be en
countered in a European theatre of war in any future
contest."
General conditions for this essay competition are contained
in A.C.I. 487/1957.

REGULAR ARMY
Short Service Commission
Lt. A. P. Pitts (389571), Reserve of Officers, is restored to
the Active List in the rank of Lt., 10th February, 1958,
with seniority 12th May, 1957.
Lt. A. P. Pitts (389571), Army Legal Services from R.W.K.,
to be Capt., 10th February, 1958.
23501400 Cadet Michael John Clinch (455178), to be 2/Lt.,
21st December, 1957.
National Service List
23402271 Cadet Francis John French (455379), to be 2/Lt.,
25th January, 1958.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
National Service List
2/Lt. C. P. Lindsey (449942), from A.E. Reserve of Officers,
National Service List, to be 2/Lt., 11th December, 1957,
retaining his present seniority.
2/Lt. C. P. Lindsey (449942), to be Lt., 7th March, 1958.
Class III
Lt. F. A. FollettSmith (429104), from Reserve of Officers,
National Service List, to be Lt., 2nd April, 1958, re
taining their present seniority.
Lt. P. J. C. O'Donoghue (429364), from Reserve of Officers,
National Service List, to be Lt., 2nd April, 1958, re
taining their present seniority.
Lt. P. C. Quine (429922), from Reserve of Ollicers, National
Service List, to be Lt., 2nd April, 1958, retaining their
present seniority.
Lt. P. M. Scott (432287), from Reserve of Officers, National
Service List, to be Lt., 2nd April, 1958, retaining their
present seniority.
ARMY EMERGENCY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
National Service Lists
2/Lt. G. A. W. De Penning (449966) to be Lt., 22nd March,
1958.
2/Lt. C. P. Lindsey (449942); the date appt. is 3rd October,
1957, and not as in Gazette (supplement) dated 18th
October, 1957.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
All officers holding Emergency Commissions in Her
Majesty's Land Forces who have been released from mili
tary duty and have attained the age of 45 years on 31st
March, 1958, relinquish such commissions with effect from
that date and are granted as from that date the honorary
rank which was officially notified to them on their release
from active military duty.

Readers are reminded that wo can supply copies of
" T h e Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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THE BATTLE HONOURS OF THE QUEEN'S OWN
DEFENCE OF KUT AL AMARA

T

HE Honour "Defence of Kut A1 Amara" was won by
two companies of the 2nd Battalion during the Great
War of 191418.
As soon as Turkey entered the war in November. 1914 an
Expeditionary Force, under MajorGeneral C. V. F. Towns
hend, was despatched from India to Mesopotamia (now
Iraq) to prevent the oilfields from falling into the hands of
the Turks. It quickly became apparent that this force was
not strong enough. Among the reinforcements sent from
India was the 2nd Battalion (LieutenantColonel S. H. Ped
ley), which joined Townshend near Basra in February, 1915.
After participating in a successful operation on the Karun
River, this battalion went with the 12th Division to secure
the left flank of the expedition by the capture of Nasiriya
on the Euphrates. In this battle it greatly distinguished it
self. It then became part of the garrison of Nasiriya.
With his left flank secure, Townshend continued his
advance up the River Tigris. By the end of November he
had reached Ctesiphon, some twenty miles south of Bagh
dad. Thence, in the moment of victory, he was compelled to
retire by the arrival of Turkish reinforcements.
Meanwhile "B" and "D" Companies had left Nasiriya
on November 9 to reinforce Townshend's Division. Major
J. W. Nelson was in command of the detachment; the other
olliccrs were Captain M. J. Dinwiddy, Captain V. S. Clarke,
2nd Lieutenant J. Mills, Lieutenant Burns (The Buffs) and
Lieutenant Gregory (The Devons). The two C.S.M's were
M. C. Crisford and T. Fletcher. Travelling in native sailing
boats and by march route, the two companies joined Towns
hend on the 28th and were posted to Sir Charles Melliss's
30th Brigade. During the latter part of the retreat this brig
ade acted as rearguard. Fighting a running action with Arab
cavalry, it covered the withdrawal for 36 miles in one day.
The forced march achieved its object, for the pursuers were
shaken off. On December 3 the brigade reached Kut, which
Townshend was determined to hold.
Kut ai Amara stands on a peninsula in a horseshoe
bend of the River Tigris. The peninsula is some two miles
long and a mile broad, with the town of Kut on its south
western side. In December, 1915 the town consisted of a
dense collection of houses and huts near the river bank.
There was no drainage system, and the place was unbeliev
ably dirty owing to the refuse and filth in the alleys. A
defensive barrier, consisting of a mudwalled fort and four
blockhouses connected by a barbed wire fence, had been
constructed across the northern open end of the peninsula.
The Tigris varied in width from 250 to 450 yards.
The British prepared their main entrenched line along
the existing barrier of the fort and blockhouses. About 800
yards behind the Main Line was the Middle Line. Behind
that was the Second Line. The peninsula was divided into
three sectors — the NorthEast; the NorthWest; and the
Southern. The General Reserve, consisting of 30th Brigade,
was posted north of the town by night and in the town dur
ing daylight. Two month's rations were available and, as
relief was expected within that period, the scale was not re
duced. The stock of ammunition was adequate so long as it
was not used wastefully. The combatant strength of the
garrison was some 9,000 men. Townshend estimated that
the force opposing him amounted to 12,000.

December, 1915 to April, 1916
The troops began digging trenches the day after their
arrival. There was much other work to be done, including
the erection of bombproof cover and the preparation of
the town for defence to form a Keep. The enemy showed
no haste in coming to close quarters. It was not until the
7th that their infantry approached to within 500 yards of
the fort. During the next few days they converged on Kut,
closing the neck of the peninsula from the north and block
ing the line of retreat to the south. They then began a heavy
bombardment.
While this was going on the wing of the Queen's Own,
which had been formed with a company of the 1 /4th Hamp
shires into a composite battalion under Major Nelson, had
a strenuous time. At regular intervals 30th Brigade relieved
16th Brigade in the NorthWest Sector, and besides its work
in Kut town the wing was in the front line for four weeks
during December and January. The Turkish trenches were
by now in places only fifty yards away; their snipers and
machine gunners were very busy; and they threw in several
attacks, mainly on the fort. On Christmas Day they attempted
an assault on Nelson's sector, but effective fire drove them
back.
On January 21. 1916, while Nelson's battalion was in
the line, the Tigris broke its banks and flooded the trenches.
The defenders had to retire across the open to the Middle
Line. During the withdrawal Nelson had a dozen casualties.
The flood caused the Turks to evacuate their front line also;
thereafter a belt of water intervened between the two sides.
As there was no prospect of a largescale attack, the Turks
resorted to the slower method of starvation. Townshend
placed the garrison on half rations, thus hoping to last for
27 days more.
It was a grim time for the troops. The battery bullocks
were slaughtered for food. Horse meat was issued from
January 29 onwards. By commandeering grain and other
commodities from the Arab population in the town, supplies
were eked out beyond the target date. By March 8 all the
tea, sugar, bacon and cheese had been consumed; the bread
ration was 10 ounces; potatoes and vegetables had given out
some time before. The men became weaker and weaker.
Even the work of keeping the water out of the trenches had
to be done in short spells.
Meanwhile the relieving column had been delayed as
much by the floods as by Turkish resistance. After four
failures to reach Kut, it was decided that to call upon the
force for a further effort would not be justified. On April
26, Townshend was directed to open negotiations with the
Turks. By then the emergency ration of 6 ounces of tinned
meat and 6 ounces of biscuit a day had been eaten. For the
next three days the garrison was fed on food dropped by
aeroplanes.
On April 27 there was a cessation of hostilities at Kut.
Townshend attended a conference with the commander of
the besieging force in a Turkish launch. The Turks offered
little but unconditional surrender. Townshend destroyed his
guns and most of his munitions and, at 1 p.m. on April 29,
his wireless signalled "Goodbye".
The total casualties of the garrison had been 3,776, of
whom 1,025 had been killed or died of wounds and 721 had
succumbed to disease. Major Nelson's detachment had 22
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killed or died of wounds, one who died of diease, and 54
wounded. 226 of The Queen's Own began the long march
into captivity in Asia Minor. Of these only 69 survived, ow
ing to illtreatment, insanitary conditions and lack of food.
H. D.C.

+

—
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ARMY ART SOCIETY
The Society, which exists to encourage Art in the Army
and sister services, is holding its 27th Exhibition in London
during October, 1958, at the Commonwealth Institute,
(Imperial Institute), South Kensington, S.W.7.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS

All ranks of the Army, the Royal Navy and the Royal
Air Force, Past or Present, Permanent or Temporary, may
submit works for consideration.

BIRTH
ETKINS.—On March 21st, at R.A.F. Hospital Changi, to
Ethne (nee Palmer), wife of Fit./Lt. John Etkins,
R.A.F., Seletar, Singapore 28, a son (Robert Jonathan).
Both well.
DEATHS
We regret to have to report the following deaths:

The Society is an entirely unofficial organisation
and for several years, very successful exhibitions have
been held in London each Autumn. Service artists can
derive more interest from their hobby by aiming at sub
milting works for the exhibitions, which also give them
an opportunity to compare their standard and style
with others.
As the Society is nonprofit making, the entrance
and hanging fees are kept as low as possible.
Intending exhibitors are invited to apply after the 1st
May for particulars. Applications should be addressed to:

JOSEPH — On 15th March, 1958, at the London Clinic after
a short illness, Michael Joseph, beloved husband of
Anthea.
LOVELESS —On April 3rd, 1958, at Cuckfield, suddenly,
Edwin Basil Loveless, husband of Marjorie and father
of Rosemary.
STONEMAN — On March 17th, 1958, at Strood, Stanley
Charles Stoneman (Member Chatham Branch Past and
Present Assn.)
We extend our sincere sympathy to the relatives of the
deceased.


FORTHCOMING EVENTS
May

6 — Home Counties Brigade Golf Meeting at Peter
sham, Surrey. Full particulars can be obtained
from Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E ., O.C. Regi
mental Depot.

May

9 — At Home, Savoy Hotel.
Regimental Dinner, United Service Club.
Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent has
graciously consented to attend the Dinner.

May 31—June 14 — Territorial Army Camp, Barry, near
Dundee, Scotland.
June 21—Territorial Army Jubilee Service in Westminster
Abbey.
June 22 — Territorial Army Royal Review in Hyde Park.
June 29 — Cricket — Past and Present v. Depot at Maid
stone.
July 5 — 4th/5th Battalion Jubilee Celebration Parade at
Maidstone.
July 6 — Kent Territorial Army Parade and Jubilee Cele
bration Service in Canterbury Cathedral.
July 11 — Regimental. Golf Meeting at Wrotham Heath.
July 12 — Golf—Queen's Own v. The Buffs at The Wilder
ness, Sevenoaks.
July 23, 24, 26 and 28 — Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 27 — XXth Annual Reunion at The Barracks, Maid
stone.
Sept. 20 — Annual Social Gathering at Maidstone.

Hon. Secretary,
Army Art Society,
Capt. A. J. Daldy,
16 King Edward's Grove,
Teddington,
Middlesex.
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: News from

i st BATTALION

C

YPRUS remains un
easily quiet with rather
more incidents than usual.
The Greek Independence
Day Celebrations went off
without any disturbances
or clashes with Security
Forces, who were kept in
the background, only to be
used if there was trouble.
The Battalion moved out
the night before to the
Famagusta area. Six police
stations were underpinned
by "A" and "C" Coys, while
the rest of the Battalion
went to a very pleasant
concentration area by the
sea, ready to assist in Fama
gusta town if required. No
action was necessary and
we returned to Nicosia in
the evening.
Training continues and normally two companies will
always be out of camp in the mountains or other training
areas during the Summer. Emphasis will also be placed,
where possible, on ending exercises near the sea, or estab
lishing Company and Platoon bases on the coast. The
summer promises to be a busy period with exercises, rifle
meetings, a Support Company Concentration and a Brigade
Assault at Arms competition. Everyone will miss the swim
ming facilities of D'navlos, but there will be other compen
sations unless Eoka renew a campaign of violence.
Sporting activities have reduced in tempo with the
finish of the Rugby and Football seasons. In the semifinal
of the Cyprus interunit Boxing we were beaten by the
Welch Regiment, the ultimate winners, by 19 points to 14.
It was a hard fought match, but the Welch were much
better in the lighter weights and it was in those weights
that the issue was really decided. Four members of the team
have entered the Cyprus Individual Championships — L/Cpl.
Clutterbuck, Ptes. Begley, Barrett and Sewell and we wish
them the best of luck. Pte. Begley has proved himself to be
a really first class boxer, with a punch which would deter
the best. This season he has won all his fights, except one,
on knockouts and is so far unbeaten. We understand that
his Welch opponent, who lasted for only 4 a round, was
not fully recovered and was unable to box in the Final.
The Athletic season is now beginning, and at the time
of writing the Bn. Athletic Meeting is in progress. We appear
to have some promising talent and we hope to give a good
account of ourselves in the District Competitions. Our old
rivals of prewar days in Malta, and later in Malaya — the
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Suffolk Regiment — are already training hard and we hope
that we will again compete against them.
The Cyprus District Ski Championships were held this
month. Lt. Langhorne was third in the langlauf and fourth
in the open downhill race, while Lt. Durtnell, Pte. Fretter
and L/Cpl. Floyd were seventh, eighth and twelfth respec
tively in the Langlauf.
2/Lt. Colgate and L/Cpl. Humphreys were selected for
the Army Rugby team, while Major Archer was runnerup
in both the Kendrew Cup and the scratch prize in the Dis
trict Golf Meeting. It is remarkable how wide a variation
of sporting events are held in Cyprus in March. Skiing,
Rugger, Hockey, Soccer, Basketball and Golf all happen at
the same time.
We were finally second in the Middle East Battle Trophy,
having been just beaten in the last few weeks of the com
petition by the Middlesex Regt. who achieved a very fine
score indeed. Congratulations to the Battalion team on being
second have been received from a number of people, includ
ing the G.O.C. and Bde. Commander, and it was indeed a
most excellent achievement. Some forty units in the Middle
East, including some with very high reputations in the shoot
ing world, competed in the competition.
This month we welcome Major Crumplin, who arrived in
the Devonshire with his family, Miss Susan Palmer and 2/Lt.
French. They travelled out with the Buffs who were on their
way to Aden. A deputation from the Battalion consisting of
the Commanding Officer and Mrs. Flint, Lt.Col. Manners,
Majors Waring and Blake and the R.S.M. paid a courtesy
visit to the Buffs and had a very pleasant two hours on
board. The Buffs apparently much appreciated the visit. As
the party left the ship, the Buffs Band played the "Wedding
March" as Sue Palmer walked down the gangway and "Men
of Kent" as the lighter left the ship — both of which were
more than appropriate for the occasion. C.S.M. Leach also
arrived in the same ship.
Finally the wedding of Capt. Dodson and Miss Palmer
has been unavoidably postponed until April 7th. as the
groom was stricken with Q fever and has only just been
discharged from hospital. No one seems to know what Q
(we suspect Quacks Quandary) fever is but it is a most
unpleasant and weakening illness. Capt. Dodson is now
recovering fast under the supervision of his fiancee and
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Manners, with whom they are staying.
He is already to be seen tasting various brands of cham
pagne and generally enjoying and organising himself. The
bride is being given way by Lt.Col. Flint and Lt.Col.
Manners is best man (having to work quite hard on the
plans and preparations). A full report of the wedding will
appear next month.
Subscription rates :—
Officers, 91 per annum, post free;
Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies, 5d., post free.
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1st BN. BOXING TEAM, 1958
Winners 3rd Indep. Inf. Bde. InterUnit Boxing Championships, 1958.
Standing'. Pte. Hunt, L/Cpl. Clutterbuck, Pte. Lawman, Pte. Hanlon, Pte. Begley, Pte. Pym.
Sitting: Pte. Neary, Pte. Allen, Captain C. S. Clarke, Pte. Barratt, S.L Patterson, A.P.T.C., Cpl. Hayley, Pte.
Sewell.
On Ground: Pte. Luniion.

"A" COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
Capt. Scouller has now taken over as Company Com
mander filling the vacuum left by Major Macmillan, who
is now in U.K. as a civilian once again. There are rumours
that Capt. Scouller will also soon be leaving us to take over
the position of Adjutant for a month, so we may even see
yet a new Company Commander in the near future, who
knows?
Changes have also occured in the Company Office. Pte.
Gibson has returned from the M.T., and L/Cpl. Coleman
has decided to try his luck in a Platoon, this leaves Ptes.
Foulger and Gibson to carry on the good work.
On the 27th February the whole Coy. with the excep
tion of Company H.Q. personnel, departed to Government
House to guard the Governor. This gave Company H.Q. a
chance to catch up on past work, even the Arms Storemen
were seen, busily engaged in painting out the Arms Store,
wonders will never cease!

Also on the 27th February Capt. Scouller, C.S.M. King
and a couple of the more rugged members of Company
H.Q., set out on a exercise in the Panhandle. The exercise,
so we hear, was a game of " Pretend ". The personnel in
volved had to imagine they were under attack from Atomic
Missiles, and from the tales they tell we can almost hear
these imaginary missiles flying overhead. Imagine our sur
prise when we heard that our C.S.M. turned out to be a
culinary expert, and cooked all the meals. Watch out
"Catering Corps" you're being undermined. Hardly had
they returned, when the whole Company was out on a little
jaunt to the Makheras Forest. They stayed out for only
two days and one night, yet it seemed, from the kit they
took, that they were going for a month. They brought back
with them, tales of scorching sun, and the usual grumbles
about "Compo Grub".
We have had four new arrivals this month, Ptes. Finnis,
Dean, Davis and Robinson, we would like to welcome them
to "THE" Company, and at the same time wish Pte.
Francis good luck in his new position as " B " Company
Arms Storeman.
"The Hammers"
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1 Platoon
Since our last notes we have welcomed to our Platoon
three new people; two gentlemen from England, Ptes. Dean
and Robinson, also Pte. Davis for "B" Company, who after
a very short sojourn has passed on to other quarters.
1 Platoon sent their contingent of smart soldiers to
Government House for a week's stay. This included Sgt.
Lockyear, whom we are all sure enjoyed it very much. At
present we believe him to be recuperating on leave.
We have just returned from a short scheme in the
mountains, where the "Old Soldiers" of the platoon were
explaining to the newer members, just how things should
be done. We think everyone enjoyed it, even though rations
were at starvation level.
We will close by saying that there is much flashing of
new G.S. medals round the Platoon Lines, as the old "El
Cap" veterans once again recount their heroic stories.
"The Champs"
2 Platoon
It is not known how Aphrodite managed to keep her
self warm, but she must have worn more than she is
depicted as wearing by the classic artists of past eras. The
poor British Soldier however, piles on all his Winter Cloth
ing and still feels cold. Perhaps he has been spoilt by the
summers here, but he cannot imagine that England is ex
periencing even colder weather. As we compile these notes
there is a bitter easterly wind chilling our bones and the
dust is being blown across the camp. All this is written just
to let our compatriots in England know that we are not yet
basking in the warmth of Cypriot sunshine, and in fact are
still in Battledress.
The other morning we were, however, paraded outside
in K.D. in order to have it tailored for summer use. What
a sight! Lilywhite legs covered with manly black hairs
dropping from a pair of shorts, which in the case of most
of us looked like long trousers ! Such comments as,
"never mind. Paddy, you can tuck them in your socks, or.
"don't bother about a jacket, Fred, just tie the shorts tight
round the neck and put your arms through the pockets."
The tailor, on seeing this shower of walking K.D., clutched
his head and from pity asked for overtime. The occasion of
the K.D. tailoring however, gave all. the Old Soldiers of the
Platoon a chance to tell the younger and less experienced
brethen all about the time they had worn this kit before.
"Of course, 1 wore this lot before, you know." "Just hang
on and I'll, get my album out," or, "I remember at El Cap
. —all these and many other tales could be heard as the
Platoon changed, and always the term "Nig" was used in
reference to the poor inexperienced youngsters with more
than a year to do.
The platoon has been fairly busy during this last month.
We have had the pleasure of another Government House
Guard, we have guarded the prisoners at Pyla, we have been
for a trip up to the Troodos Mountains on Training and
have still done, with the other Platoons, our share of Regi
mental Guards and duties. First of all at Pyla they decided
that it would be a good idea if "A" Company, 1 R.W.K.
came down and looked after Eoka and political detainees
imprisoned there.and.be it hard to believe, not one escaped
whilst we were there. (Since we have left, 4 have escaped.)
Next we went on Government House Guard whilst a
large proportion of the N.C.O's in the Platoon stayed be
hind lo attend a Company Cadre under our Platoon Sgt.,

Sgt. Brown. After the Cadre one N.C.O. was heard to declare,
"You know, Len, these new fangled F.N's are marvellous.
I now know how to load and fire one, thanks to Sgt. Brown."
This all goes to show how keen our N.C.O's are to learn.
Meanwhile the Government House was under the care of
"A" Company and, to the credit of its members, is still
there to this present day. No, it wasn't pinched during the
night or His Excellency, the Governor, absconded, so you
needn't jump to conclusions!
Finally we have just returned from a twoday scheme
up in the Makheras Forest. Our main object was to locale
by compass work enemy hidden in the mountains. We were
for the most part successful, but one or two of our Platoon's
suffered from blisters and again the Old Soldiers seized their
chance with open arms. "I remember when I first went out
a few years ago . . . but they soon wore off after the first
fifty miles."
The Platoon members are for the most, part unchanged.
L/Cpl. "Fred" Bush is now back in England in a little place
called Bearsted. We believe it is near a small place called
Maidstone, somewhere in the wilds of Kent. Good luck
from the Platoon. Fred, and get the beers on the bar, we
won't be far behind you.
L./Cpl. Coleman has joined the Platoon, after deciding
he was getting too fat in the Office idling his time away. He
got blisters on his first time out since Mersinnikki and is
now even thinner. Still when you approach him face on he
can be seen. He says he gets out of piles of fatigues this
way, for if he turns side on they miss him.
Ptes. Ginsberg and Neary are getting demob happy and
the former has been seen with a fatigue party once in a
while, when he can spare the time from relating to the
"sprogs" tales of fire and action up in the Mersinnikki "Bad
man Lands", or at the El Cap affair. Pte. "Paddy" Neary
is now out of his boxing gear and back to work again. It is
rumoured that C.S.M. King has challenged him to a few
three minute rounds.
The quartet from tent 1 of 2 Platoon, namely Ptes.
Elliott, Cordrey, Lack and "Lofty" Barden are still with us
and each night indulge in a grumbling campaign about the
Army, that is if they are not extracting Lofty from his bed.
They say that a grumbleaday keeps the doctor away. "Fred"
Cordrey is also collecting pinups as a further pastime, and
it is rumoured he will soon be charging admission to his
locker.
That is the story of yet another month, and more pages
have been removed from demob calendars and charts. Dur
ing the coming month I expect the weather will become a
little warmer and we shall still be busy. Well we must go
now, back to our game of Pontoon . . .
"The Brownies"
3 Platoon
Q.O.G. Notes will be handed into the Coy. Office by
1400 hrs. tomorrow. Once again this dreaded message has
been passed round, and someone is faced with the problem
of what to say. This month the problem seems greater than
before, so to help him the author decides to consult mem
bers of the Platoon in the hope of getting some scraps of
news from them. We start with 1 Section's tent. No one at
home — wait, there is an empty bed in the corner. That
means Gladwell must still be on his P.T. Course — and the
best of luck. What do we find in 2 Section's tent, another
empty bed — Portway, our human tracker has also gone on
a P.T. Course. Surely that is an extra bed isn't it? Oh! no.
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its our latest arrival. Flatfoot Finnis from the R.P's —
welcome to your new home.
There just must be someone in 3 Section's tent — as
one might expect Uncle Jack has not let the side down,
there he is, sleeping as usual. "What about some ideas for
the Q.O.G., Floward"—"Not likely, we haven't done any
thing have we?" "That may be so in your case, but what
about that fortnight we did guarding Pyla Detention Camp,
not to mention a week at Government House."
Let us leave the Old Soldier to his sleep and question
another inhabitant of the tent. Raucous laughter from a
distant corner suggested that someone has thought of some
thing to say. "I know" yells Tom, Fred Winter has lost his
front teeth and can hardly talk" (hardly a laughing matter
one would think). However, something that is a laughing
matter is the fact that someone has taken it into his head to
educate young Tom. Whether that someone is successful or
not is doubtful, but more of that in our next issue.

" C " COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
Command of the Coy. has changed, and once again we
welcome back Capt. S. R. O'R. Shearburn who assumes
command from Capt. C. S. Clarke. There have been
numerous changes in Coy. H.Q. since the last notes, which
are as follows. L/Cpl. Francis now commands Pte. Birdsall
in the Office and is in charge of the pens and pencils. L/Cpl.
Leipcr, on the odd occasions when Pte. Gilkes is not away
skiing or performing tasks at Government House, is in
charge of the Arms Store and Pte. Gilkes! Congratulations
to both the above mentioned N.C.O's on their promotion
to L/Cpls. Already one of these N.C.O's has made a re
markable impression on Coy. H.Q. personnel and the clean
liness of their tent.
Pte. Stringle still sweats, as well he might too, think
ing of the day when he will join 1 Bn. Royal Fusiliers in
Bahrein. The A/C/Sgt., Sgt. Atkins, who has plenty of ex
perience in that particular part of the globe can be heard
relating the climatic advantages of soldiering on in Cyprus.
Both Captain Clarke and C/Sgt. Partridge have taken
a well earned spot of leave, though the call of duty now
and then interferes with it. C.S.M. Palmer also looks for
ward to some leave shortly—it's a matter of opinion whether
it's well earned or not, but at least he thinks so. The Com
pany has during the last month done a training outing to
the Makhaeras Forest where we did some serious training.
Capt. Clarke, taking command of the Coy. for a Bde. Adm.
Exercise, was handicapped with Capt. Shearburn being the
"fly in the ointment", and producing casualties at an alarm
ingly rapid rate, but it is pleasing to note that we were not
led astray and somehow overlooked a few casualties on
one occasion.
Government House Guard just about drained the Coy.
of all available men, so at the time of writing our "fatigue
parties" consist of anyone found idling in the Coy. area.
It's a dangerous practice to stand still for one moment.
In the Battalion InterCompany Small Bore Competi
tion, the Coy. lost the first round and won the next two,
with one still undecided, but as in this match we obtained
our highest score, hopes are high.
Lastly I must tender my apologies for being a poor
substitute for the normal scribe, so from all at "the hub ot
the wheel" all the best 'till next month.
M. S.C.

7 Platoon
This month has been a very busy one, not only for 7
PI., but for the whole Coy.
Before I go any further I must welcome three new
faces to the Platoon, Ptes. Johns, Moorey and White, and
also congratulate Page and Humphrys on their recent
promotions to L/Cpl.
The main reason for our great industry this month has
been the preparation for the Government House Guard.
C.S.M. Palmer has been working very hard, getting us up
to the required standard, drill and turnout being the most
important factors.
Our three new men backed up by some of our "old
hardies" (Cpl. Baston, L/Cpl. Page and Ptes. Moggridge,
Davies, Chapman and Stevenson) went on a Bde. Scheme.
Their job was to act as wounded soldiers. I might add that
most of them died of their wounds before any medical
attention reached them owing to a delay of up to four
hours by the medics.
Included in our programme last week was an exercise
in the Makhaeras Forest area. We practised some am
bushes and antiambush drills as well as firing on a jungle
range. We all enjoyed this short break from the normal
routine of C.B.S. Camp and hope we will be able to have
some more outings of this nature.
In the field of sport we have done quite well this
month. Our soccer team defeated both 8 and 9 Pis., thus
proving us to be Coy. Champions. Unfortunately I am un
able to say the same for our basketball team which was
recently beaten by 8 PI. 1 have no doubt that we shall
have rectified this by the time you hear from us again.
8 Platoon
The Platoon has now increased in strength as Cpl.
Hayley and Allen have now finished boxing and from the
last draft Green, Powell and Clifton joined our ranks.
L/Cpl. "Spud" Murphy has now gone home on demob —
we wish him good luck.
Unfortunately during February we seem to have
achieved very little work as a great number of people at
one stage or another have been in bed with 'flu. However
the Platoon was well represented in the Company Shooting
Team by Mr. Robertson, Cpls. Orsler and Slade and Pte.
Gale in the first round. In the sporting activities of the
Company we seem to have done quite well and we should
have a fairly good team for the InterPlatoon Basket Ball
Competition coming off shortly.
Towards the end of the month some members of the
Platoon took part in the 3 Bde. Admin. Exercise, in the
role of casualties. We spent two days based at Famagusta,
which made a great change and travelling in the Panhandle
must have brought back memories of Kantara days to
some. On our return the Coy. got down to "bulling up
for Government House Guard where everyone, except Cpl.
"Bill" Slade have departed.
Although we have experienced two days of high winds
and the occasional drops of rain during the past weeks,
the weather is now beginning to get quite warm and
thoughts inevitably turn to summer and the start of the
KD season in April.
9 Platoon
The month of February has seen the departure of
Cpls. Cotter and Earle permanently, and of Pte. Walker
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and L.Cp!. Johnson temporarily to duties at 3 Bde. H.Q.
There have been a number of new arrivals to the PI.—Ptes.
Langridge, Styles, Woodger and Smith, whom we welcome
and would v/ish an enjoyable stay in the PI.
The most important things this month have been a
Bde. Adm. Scheme, where some of us were employed as
casualties, a delightful task entailing much travel in
ambulances, etc. We spent a day training in the Makhaeras
Fores; area, which proved a most worthwhile and enjoyable
break. Recently an interPi. Potted Sports Competition
was organised and L.Cpl. Johnson's team distinguished
themselves by coming second.
At the moment, the whole PI. with few exceptions is
employed as Government House Guard, a job which
although fairly exhausting has proved a definite change
from C.B.S. Camp routine.
The weather is beginning to get hotter and hotter, and
those with some "Summer service to get in" arc thinking
in terms of KDs., in fact a few of last year's relics have
even been produced! We all hope that the summer will not

be too stifling and that there will be plenty of opportunities
for swimming, although it will be in this respect thai we
shall miss the "Panhandle" most.

" D " COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
The warm weather has started to return and some very
strong winds as well. Quite frequently now, the Company
Commander appears to spend a great majorty of his time
trying to collect pieces of paper flying out of his " IN "
tray in his office while the tent walls flap in a strong desire
to make the whole tent " airborne " or rather completely
collapse. However, all is still well, although we stand at
a second's notice to rescue him if the worst should happen.
In the middle of February there was a skeleton
exercise in the Pan Handle part of the Island in which
Maj. Monckton, the C.S.M., C.Sgt. and the O.C.'s batman
took part. Little was said on their return, so we presume
it wasn't particularly enjoyable.
In the InterPlatoon Football Competition Coy. H.Q.
joined with 11 PI. and after some very close and somewhat
frustrating matches we reached the finals, only to be beaten
2—1 by the Signals PI. In the InterCompany Hockey
Competition, we were beaten in the first round by an H.Q.
Coy. team by 1—0 and the less said of our efforts the
better. The InterCompany .22 Shooting Competition has
seen the Coy. team, including the C.S.M. and C.Sgt., beat
everyone hands down — but there are still two matches
to be contested, so we won't say too much as yet.
Finally, we have heard that C.S.M. Bradshaw will be
leaving the Coy. to become W.T.W.O. This will be a very
sad loss as in many ways he has made this the best Coy.
in the Bn., but we sincerely hope he will enjoy his new
occupation and all are indebted to him for all he has done
for the Coy.
10 Platoon

Helicopter hovering over Mountain O.P. whilst Cpl.
Roberts makes rope descent.

Towards the beginning of the month the whole Coy.
went out into the Troodos Mountains for two days to do
a helicopter exercise. This proved highly successful and
a total of 16 O.P.s were dropped into position on various
hill features by helicopter. We were lucky with the weather
and it was considerably warmer than the previous time
when we were up in the mountains.
We were very sorry to lose L.Cpl. Moore, who left
us suddenly after only 48 hours' notice. He was always
very cheerful and we will miss him, especially on exercises.
We all wish him the very best in Civvy Street.
In the games world, the last month has been taken
up mainly with the Bn. boxing, rugger and InterPlatoon
Football Competition. We all congratulate L.Cpl. Clutter
buck for boxing so well for the Bn. team. He put up a
particularly good show by beating his Welsh opponent in
the semifinal of the District Competition. Pte. Pym also
boxed well for the Bn. Pte. Carr has played scrumhalf
in every Bn. rugger match throughout the season. We
congratulate him for the guts and determination he has
shown. In the InterPlatoon Football Competition 10 PL
were beaten by the M.M.G. PI. after the third replay.
We were not on our usual good form and the M.M.G.s took
advantage of this.
The weather here for the past three weeks has been
simply delightful, similar to a hot summer's day we seldom
get in England. If anyone in England is thinking of spending
a holiday in Cyprus, now is the time to come, with the
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warm, sunny days, cool, dry nights, and plenty of green
about.
The whole Coy. has been shooting on the ranges
many times in the last month, with the result that the
standard of shooting has improved considerably. Last
Wednesday we all went down to classify on the open ranges
at Dhekelia. Although it was a hot, sunny morning, giving
poor light conditions, the results were most encouraging.
We congratulate Pte. Mole on obtaining the very high score
of 112 out of 115.
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12 Platoon

Since our last month's notes, there has been nothing
exciting happening in the PI. and all that can be heard
from the Boys is " ? days to do on the island."
Sgt. Quinn has now rejoined us from his job of Sgts.
Mess'Caterer and he can be seen nearly every morning
popping in and out of tents ensuring that all is above

11 Platoon
Another month has crept slowly by; a month of little
activity and of slight interest also. Some of us spent a few
days out of camp on a Brigade Exercise, otherwise the
day visit to Dhekelia Ranges for classification practice has
been our longest outing.
We did very well to reach the final of the InterPlatoon
Football Competition, with considerable help from Coy.
H.Q.. but were beaten in that game by the Signals PI. who,
although there was a strong wind which made ball control

TRACKER TEAM GROUP
Left to Right: Wireless Operator, L/Cpl. Page; Human
Tracker, Cpl. Bingham, R.A.V.C.; Escort Group, L/Cpl.
Brown, Pie. Sowten, Cpl. Woolgar; Commander, 2/Lt.
Champion; Dog Handler, Pte. Remington, R.A.V.C.;
Tracker Dog. Kelly.

II PLATOON. "D" COMPANY TEAM
Runnersup interplatoon football, March, 1958.
very difficult, played delightful football. They ran out
worthy winners by 2 goals to 1. There is a photograph in
this edition of our PI. team. And here it is appropriate
to say that Pie. 'Dave' Kember has gone on demob: he
joined us from another Coy. early in the year and apart
from his activities in other directions was the mainstay
of the PI. team and saved us time and time again in all
our matches. We welcome Pte. ' Timber' Wood to the
fold, an exR.P. who is also a competent footballer.
Life is rather uneventful for us out here at the present
time; we get a lot of recreation, but our training facilities
are restricted and we all long to go up in the mountains
again for a week or so. Indeed when the really hot weather
comes we hope to spend a great deal of time up there.
During the next three months we will be losing a
number of valuable and lively members of the PI.; they,
of course, are counting the days, but we have a suspicion
that secretly they enjoy Army life, but do not say so because
it is not the fashion !
The PI. has acquired a promising ' trio' who storm
away energetically on. Guitars, Mandolines, Dustbin Lids,
etc. A couple of weeks ago there were six of us sleeping
in that tent, now only the trio, Cpl. Roberts, Ptes. Brown
and Chant; the others have moved to less noisy places J

board. Perhaps he does not say a lot, but he never misses
much, of which quite a few have come to realise. Anyway,
we all welcome him back to the PI.
We all welcome back Pte. ' Lou' Elphick, who has
been away on five months' holiday (or should I say scive)
at the Dog Handlers' Unit. He is still the same humorous
fellow we knew in the Dhavlos days. Welcome back 'Lou'.
Pte. Blackman has also joined us from the arduous
task as Regimental Cook (some say he burnt the water
too much when making tea). We all hope he will enjoy
his stay with us.
Cpl. ' Bill' Brooks has gone on a short vacation on
the occasion of his wife's arrival. We did see him once
when he arrived to collect his pay, and he is looking fit
(to drop) after his happy occasion.
Cpl. Humphries will be the next married man to leave

Party from "D" Coy. establishing Mountain O.P.
Left to Right: Pte, Chant, Pte. Brown, Cpl. Roberts
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the fold of the PI. lines when his wife arrives on the 21st
March. He is now heard saying " Roll on the 21st, will I
enjoy myself that day ? "

SUPPORT COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
Coy. H.Q.. though still a select body, has now swelled
its ranks by the inclusion of Dining Hall Orderlies and a
new storeman, Pte. Hayes, taken from the last draft, who
will in time take over Dick Tooth's store, who will be
leaving us for demob fairly soon.
Our usual daily routinge was broken by a twoday
exercise in the Makhaeras Forest area. As on previous
occasions we set up a base camp separate from the Pl.s
Sgt. Mead was at that time acting in the capacity of C.S.M.
and like his predecessor on a previous scheme spent almost
the entire time glued to a radio set, frantically trying to
trace lost patrols.
The C.Sgt. officiated as chief cook, but the bottle
washing and other menial chores were performed by his
various henchmen.
While the Pl.s rushed around the countryside thieving
armfuls of each other's kit, we slept fitfully but in peace.
Sgt. Ticehurst is now Acting C.S.M. Apparently the
job was too much for Sgt. Mead, for he suddenly dis
appeared on leave. However, the return of our real C.S.M.
is now imminent, so all will soon return to normal.
With the advent of R.S.M.'s Drill Parade, certain
members of the H.Q. may be seen in daylight who formerly
only appeared under cover of darkness. Dick Tooth at
present hides behind the apparently impenetrable shield of
" excused boots," a position from which we can see no way
of budging him.
Moriarty has possessed himself of a hounddog, to add
to the illusion of ferocity he has christened it ' Spot.'
Des Delamaine spends his time blackening squares on
a chart above his bed. He informs us that he is now in
the 70s.
That's all for now folks.
Bunnie.
M.G. Platoon
We open this month with a piece of (for exmachine
gunners at least) stirring news. The PI., competing in the
Machine Gun Cup at Dhekelia Ranges, produced an
excellent score which put us high on the list of potential
winners. It was a slightly unexpected result, for we feared
that lack of training would handicap us. However, the
PI. responded magnificently to the challenge and thanks
to a particularly fine effort by the gun crew of Cpl. Leonard
our score was excellent. We now await with bated breath
the final results. " To be or not to be, that is the question."
Once again we say a fond farewell to a member of our
PI. Cpl. Brian Dick has at last finished his three with the
Colours and departed to paradise. We wish him (rather
enviously) bon voyage and the best of luck for the future
in Civvy Street.
We close on the news of Johnny Gregory's return
from Famagusta. He attended a basketball course there
and tells us that he is now "all clued up" on the 90odd
rules. If he turns out to be as good a player as he is
referee, the Bn. team should have nothing to fear from the
other units.
Son of Gun Number.

Always choose the best—

FUEMLINS
dELEPHANT'

ALES
FREMUNS LTD  MAIDSTONE & LONDON

AntiTank Platoon
The past month has passed in a flash, but despite this
it has been an eventful one for the PI., and one thing we
must all be thankful for, it has brought the warmer
weather.
Once again we left Nicosia for the Makhaeras Forest
area, where we spent our first week last December. Our
stay was shorter this lime, it being only a twoday training
exercise, but an enjoyable (for want of a belter word) time
was had by all. Cpl. Everest decided he'd do a one man
show and after several hours of wandering round the hills
he was forced to admit that he was very definitely lost.
We must mention here, to curb the anxiety of any of our
readers, that ' Mount' Everest did eventually rejoin the
PI. and is not still in Troodos shepherding a herd of moun
tain goats.
On our first night we made an attack on the Mortar
PI. camp and we suspect that one unfortunate Mortarman
spent a very cold night minus his sleeping bag, and how
another one managed to march the following morning
without any socks on we just can't imagine. Our deepest
sympathies, anyway.
In the field of sport the PI. put up a good show by
reaching the semifinals of the InterPlatoon Soccer
KnockOut Competition.
Cpl. Clark is, at present, on leave in the U.K. and
we hope he is enjoying the climate.
Sgt. Ticehurst has returned from local leave, a little
ahead of schedule, and has now taken over the duties of
C.S.M.
Fred Laslett can probably be seen running round the
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M.E. School of P.T. at 5.30 every morning — and we
wonder iT its only demob he thinks about now.
The PL has been reinforced by four arrivals, Ptes.
Longhurst, Henham, McConnell, Pucknell, and we welcome
them with open minds.
Demob charts seem the craze of the month and
although Ron Springate and Johnny Harman have com
pleted theirs we are positive that they'll leave the island
some day.
Head On.
Mortar Platoon
This month has been predominated by fatigues and
standby duties. But we did manage to escape for a
couple of days in the Makhaeras Forest area. Here we
did patrols, some longer than others, as L.Cpl. Jeffrey, Ptes.
Watts, Barrett, Lyon, Kemp and Guidice will confirm.
But what with map inaccuracies, etc., what can you expect.
Well that's what Sgt. Taylor says. Ptes. Welch and Cronk
stated that they had lost a couple of stone, but they lost
no time regaining it in the Char Wallahs on their return.
We haven't done much in the way of sport, but we all
congratulate Pte. Barrett on his fine performances in the
Bn. boxing team and wish him every success in the
individuals. The PI. beat H.Q. Coy. at football by a
resounding 4—1 victory, L.Cpl. Jeffrey scoring three of
the goals.
Sgt. Mead stepped into the breach by taking over the
duties of C.S.M. while he is on education. It appears it
was too much of a strain for him, as he has now taken
some leave — the lucky beggar !
Our PL kit, thanks to the hard work put in by Pte.
Matthews, was in tiptop condition for the R.E.M.E.'s
inspection, and now everything looks dazzling.
We are sorry to say goodbye to Ben Lyon — who has
finally found a scive — or so he thinks. He hopes he has
to assist the Riding School Student into the horse — he
has always been a helper in that respect.
We also say goodbye to Lofty Oliver, who has now
found a job at Brigade.
We welcome L.Cpl. Lane, Ptes. Guidice and Brown,
who have just recently joined us. We wish them an enjoy
able stay with us.
The Misfires.
Assault Pioneer Platoon
In the past few weeks, we have done just about every
thing that one usually does in a few months. We have
wired half the camp and are still going at it. We have been
out on standto in the middle of the night, and we have
had about 48 hours of training in Troodos, which was
enjoyed by all, especially the antitanks and ourselves, who
banded together, had an overwhelming victory over the
Mortar PL, whose packs were strangely lighter the next
day, owing to the removal nocturnally of various articles
of kit. Their patrols were similarly unlucky, having been
* conned ' before they reached their destination.
Having said goodbye to the 5605s — Ptes. Durling and
Hards, now civilians, we are being continually pestered by
Cpl. Packman, L.Cpl. Money and Pte. Terry, who are
under the illusion that the lack of news about boats, 'planes
and other inconsequential means of transport is all part of
a deep laid plot to deprive them of their liberty. But
not to worry, the chances are that they will be woken up
at some unearthly hour of the night or morning and told
to be ready at short notice, in which case we too will have

the doubtful pleasure of being woken up to wish them well
on their way — they who will no longer need it.
There have been various changes in the PI regards
who is present and who is otherwise occupied elsewhere,
but perhaps it is hardly tactful to further elucidate.
The new arrivals, Ptes. Stocking and Welling, have
been here some weeks now and have settled down (it
would be erroneous to suppose comfortably) but they have
nevertheless settled down.
Sgt. Coleman is now our PL Commander and we are
favourably impressed by the lack of an officer.
The words of the song — "Rumours Fly and they
Sometimes Leave a Doubt" — immediately spring to the
mind when one enters C.B.S. Camp, but as yet, they are
all unfounded. We remain, in C.B.S.
Your Obedient Servants,
The Lionhearts.

H.Q. COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
Plays, folding fiat, fashionably enigmatic almost to the
point of complete unintelligibility, literary virtuosity for the
exhibition of.
SCENE ONE AND LAST
The stage is in complete darkness save for one piercing
shaft of light, left centre, into which steps a figure, clad in
black robes and a hood, stencilled in white paint across the
chest with a broad arrow and the legend "Prologue, G.S.,
not to he used after 1963."
PROLOGUE:(mysteriously) "Eternal spirit of the Chainless
Mind !
Brightest in dungeons, liberty, thou art,
For there thy habitation is the Heart . . .
Sudden fanfare. Lights. Enter from downstage right, a
bombastic young T.V. Announcer, clasping a packet of
soapsuds.
T.v. ANNOUNCER (shouting in a New England Accent): The
heart of the Company: the ubiquitous Company
Headquarters ! The . . .
(Tucket without, tumbrils within, etc., as appropriate.)
Enter a long haired Young Soldier, pen in hand. Shoots
T.V. Announcer four times in the head with a horsepistol,
strikes a carefully studied poetic attitude with one fool on
the corpse, and quotes, lispingly: —
YOUNG SOLDIER : "Give me a golden pen, and let me lean
On heap'd up flowers, in regions clear and far;
Bring me a tablet whiter than a star,"
. . . whiter than . . . er . . . oooah . . .
Collapses, mumbling, onto a soap box, and writes: —
Another enormous month has rolled by on mercifully well
oiled axles. Eoka have reluctantly abandoned their Boston
Tea Party methods, and have decided to try passive resis
tance. We welcome this new attitude as a longawaited
opportunity to try out our brilliantly conceived counter,
code name Pasperk (Passive Persecution), which involves
nothing more strenuous than lying on one's bed all day,
vigorously ignoring all Cypriots. The misanthropic climate
continues to prod us all toward distraction with its malic
ious pranks, and all in short, is pretty much the same as
ever and there is rio new thing under the sun except —
The New Company Commander, who is settling in very
well and is gradually accustoming himself to the bizarre
nature of his new surroundings. He has, in an incredibly
short space of time, got himself a house, transported his

96
car and his (by all accounts) large and savage dog, to the
island, and seems to be quite at home here. We hope that
he and Mrs. Manners will enjoy this tailend of their over
seas tour.
The C.S.M. has at last lived to see himself the proud
possessor of one of the shiniest and nicest looking Volks
wagens ever to come o(T the assembly lines, and is now, in a
characteristically human fashion, yearning for a nice garage
to put it in. This we are going to help him build, steal, beg,
or borrow, as fancy indicates, but in the meantime, we
(some of us at least) content ourselves with cleaning all the
bright new chromium and glass, not to mention the glitter
ing black bodywork. Everyone is now eyeing the "Dick
Barton, C.Q.M.S." expectantly, as he is next in turn to buy
a car and. we feel, will be unable to resist the temptation
to renounce his former gay, rakish existence, and become a
man of property.
In between his fits of wild merrymaking, he is as reliable
and cynical a C/Sgt. as anyone could wish for, and may be
counted upon to hand new pairs of socks over the counter
to "deficients" with the appropriately amusing oath, impreca
tion. or philosophical axiom. (Certified true extract of A.F.
B. 2066.)
Cpl. Kerr now no longer exists, but has been trans
figured, emerging, phoenixlike, from the ashes of his battle
dress, as 1. J. P. Kerr, Esquire. He rose grandiosely to his
great moment, throwing wide his arms, raising his face to
heaven, and exclaiming with tearful emotion: "I believe in
the Termination of Colour Service, the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the Body, and life everlasting—Amen,"
and with that he ascended in a fiery chariot (graciously
provided by B.E.A.) and flew therein to SouthendonSea.
Wc hear that he stopped not for man or beast in his im
mediate pellmell rush to buy a "carte blanche" plane to
Southern Ireland, for future reference if required. In his
place we have (by courtesy of the renowned Delta Com
pany) the Langourous Farnfield Thing, who, incidentally,
is very fond of forgetting to detail people for things. We
welcome him to the Company with one hand, whilst wag
ging an admonitory forefinger at him with the other and
chiding him gently for his anarchistic attitude.
In the Stores, war has broken out following the sever
ing of diplomatic relations between the Emperor Skylark
III of the General Store, and President Thorpe of the Arms
Store. Apparently the struggle is the old one of territorial
demarkation, expanding population and so fourth, and rages
back and forth across the "border" or ragged softboard
which splits the Company's tin hut into two parts. The cun
ning Thorpe has air superiority (in the form of Owly Older)
and seems exceedingly likely to overcome the General
Storemen, who suffer from extended lines of communica
tion and similar disadvantages, but who. nevertheless, fired
by Skylark's inspiring generalship, promise to make a good
fight of it and to eke out the amusing struggle for a few
weeks yet.
In the Office, debris comparable only to those seen
after the Krakatoa Explosion are still showering to earth
three weeks after the departure of the Documenlationers
from Records, but the staff are at last beginning to respond
to the prolonged Adrenalin and Black Coffee treatment
which bids fair to return them all to normality and compara
tive sanity once more. The mere mention of "Nominal
Rolls" to Young Stan or Pritch is, however, enough to
bring about a temporary relapse, reducing either of these
worthies to a state of gibbering terror and sending them

scurrying off to crouch in the nearest corner, crying out for
their bootmaking materials like the old man from the Bas
tille. Pte. Lightening is blossoming into a Company Runner
at an everincreasing rate of progress, and recently cracked
the fourhour mile. Pte. Gould, also, is making giant strides,
and can type with both fingers at once now. so perhaps the
departure of Pritch will not be such a blow to the efficiency
of the department as was expected. It is to be hoped not,
because ere the cock crows thirtyone times and the next
issue of Q.O.G. appears, he will be gone for ever.
"Crates"
The Young Soldier puis down his pen and scratches
his head a little indecorously as a phase from "Tod und
Verkiarung" is heard faintly, offstage left. As he listens, a
Huge Revised Standard Version of the Old Testament,
about sixteen feet by twelve, rise slowly through a trapdoor
in the centre of the stage and falls open at chapter fourteen
of Ecclesiastes. As if impelled by fate, the Young Soldier
walks onto the open book, looking down at his feet.
YOUNG SOLDIER (Reads Delightedly): " Surely oppression
maketh a wise man mad; and a gift destroyeth the
heart. Better is the end of a thing than the begin
ing thereof, and . . .
The bock closes with a loud bang, and the most is made
of the ensuing Enigmatic Silence by the judicious highlight
ing of the clouds of dust which the slam has raised. The
book begins to sink slowly through the floor as the lights
dim to a red glow and — The Curtain Falls.
Signal Platoon
With no Colours and the R.S.O. on a well earned one
month's leave, Sgt. Hope has once again the weight of the
Platoon and its various worries on his shoulders. 1 haven't
as yet seen him quaking at the knees and J don't think that
he will, but if he does he will certainly straighten them up
as prescribed in the second movement of the well known
"knees bend".
The Platoon would like to welcome five additions, Ptes.
Brown, Farrier, George and Moss from the last draft and
Pte. Dunning who obtained a transfer into a supposedly
more intelligent part of the battalion from "C" Coy. With
our five new members the PI. strength has risen to 46}. The
half being a certain character who is sometimes around but
seldom seen.
Farouk apologises for not having the following honours
mentioned earlier, but belated congratulations are sent to
L/Cpls. Hutchings and Leaver on their appointments, and
to Cpl. Raper on his promotion.
Still on the working vein, a Pte. Lunnon has gone to
Brigade on a telephone exchange operators course to elevate
the standard of our operators. This movement was done at
a veiled suggestion from higher formation.
The Platoon will soon be saying "Adieu" to L/Cpl.
Kirby and Pte. Sinclair who will be sailing on the Devon
shire on the 28th March, returning home for demobilisation.
The Platoon wishes them the best of luck in their future
occupations.
On the sporting side, the Platoon Football team won
the interplatoon football competition by beating II Platoon
of "D" Coy. in the finals by two goals to one. Our master
pieces were scored by Ptes. Begley and Beeston. The photo
graph of the victorious team taken ten minutes before the
kickoff shows standing back row, reading from left to right,
Ptes. Blackmore, Harrison, Hoad, Sinclair, Askew and L/Cpl.
Leaver. Silting, Cpl. House, Pte. Roddam, L/Cpl. Knapp
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(Capt.). Pte. Begley and Pte. Beeston. About the other game
(Rugger) Pie. HofF, L/Cpl. Hutchings and L/Cpl. Floyd
represented the battalion throughout the season, ending with
Pte. Hoff being selected to play for Army Cyprus. On the
other sports Pte. Fuller and L/Cpl. Floyd returned from
Troodos after competing in the "Langlauf", positions 8th
and 12th.
L/Cpl. Leaver and Pte. Meadows are training for the
battalion Pentathlon team, which is in fact Captained by
our R.S.O. The invincible Pte. Begley has entered the Cyprus
District Individual Boxing Competition and could be seen
in the early part of the morning running around like a
madman. He has the Platoon's full confidence that through
out his fights he will remain standing while the opponent is
forcibly reposed.
"Farouk"
N.B. The Signal Platoon would like to challenge any
other platoon capable of playing tabic tennis.
M.T. Section
Most of us at the moment are wondering what our
Asst. M.T.O. Mr. Colgate looks like. He disappeared many
moons ago now and all our enquiries as to his whereabouts
have led us nowhere, the authorities that be. whisper of
mystical course on M.T. Familiarisation and have been con
fidently stating throughout the month that "he will be back
tomorrow" whicli seems to give proof of the saying that
"tomorrow never comes". He is very badly needed as our
very own real M.T.O. has been taken ill with an abscess on
his tooth combined with 'flu. He came into camp for an
injection and it was noticed that his face was extremely
lopsided.
Whilst the M.T.O. was recovering, one of the month's
two schemes came off. ExTail Wag. Capt. Osborne, the
M.T.O. of Luneburg days, returned to act as M.T.O. Wc
spent the greater period of our time hiding under the
coloured camouflage nets in the middle of green fields. But
still we suppose something was achieved somewhere. The
R.E.M.E. and Recovery Section, independent as ever,
decided that own made stews are far tastier than Compo
Mutton Scotch. (See photo, L/Cpl. Woollard peeling spuds.)
Early in the month the M.T. hired the Regt. Bus, which
Pte. Rouse "civvy attached" has so successfully driven since
we have been in C.B.S. Camp, and went to Kyrenia for an
afternoon's swimming which was most enjoyable and
practically as warm as it ever is in England.
We must mention the standby that occurred one night.
On the magic words ExDeep Freeze the M.T. were roughly
awakened at the unearthly hour of 30 minutes after mid
night. Before the sleep was out of their eyes the CoyComds.
and Family drivers sped away to gather in their flock from
houses scattered around Nicosia. Even Cpl. Sands our
Details N.C.O., supposedly on leave, was dragged out. After
the usual highly organised (lapping the Bn. was ready and
the vehicles dismissed, most drivers getting back to bed by
0400 hrs.
One morning the Coy Comd. rang us up and told us
that we (the M.T.) would supply a Hockey Team to play
the Band that afternoon. Whew! It is difficult enough to
get a toolbail team together, but hockey! After much cajol
ing and "I'll play if he will" we made up a team. Although
we lost our game 31 we now have an extremely keen
Hockey Team. Let us hope we have more luck in future
games.
"The Mekon Fans"
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Your Regimental Radge..
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
(formerly The Goldsmiths <$_
Silversmiths Company Ltd.) have
for many years specialised
in the production of
badge jewellery.

Royal West Kent Regiment

White and Yellow Cold and Enamel

White and Yellow Gold and Er.amei

H o m e £9.2.6
Export £6.17.6

Home £17.17.6
Export £13.2.6

Here is illustrated the badge
of your Regiment,
fashioned into a brooch, and
produced in gold and enamel.
If desired, these very attractive
brooches can be set with
diamonds or other precious stones
for which designs and estimates
are submitted without charge.
Great care is taken to ensure
correctness of detail, and expert
workmanship is assured.
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The Battalion Orderly Room
Since the rendition of the last notes the position of
redundancy has been clarified and it is noticeable that there
is a lessening of apprehension on the faces of members of
the Sgts. Mess when a certain member of the Orderly Room
approaches the bar for liquid refreshment. This member is
now regarded as being in the upper strata, at least so far as
finances are concerned. The details will, no doubt, become
more apparent as the months pass by. In the meantime the
aforesaid member of the Orderly Room is busy at nights
with the typewriter in connection with possible situations in
civilian life.
Bn. H.Q. recently went out on an exercise and the
opportunity was seized by the O.R.Q.M.S. to redecorate
the Adjutants Oifice. This task took two days 011 the "self
help" basis and the results have proved emminently success
ful. The finished job has been the cause of much favourable
comment. During this two day period the R.E. personnel
also seized the opportunity to finish off recementing the
floor of the Orderly Room. As the recementing led up to
the main door there wore continual frenzied shouts as per
sonnel walked into the oifice completely oblivious to the
fact that they were emulating a famous American restaurant
where, it is understood, film stars record for posterity their
foot marks in an expanse of cement specially laid out for
that purpose. The views of the R.E. personnel were not so
favourable!
Cpl. Wilson and the O.R.Q.M.S. have had to cope with
a visit from a documents team and the vast quantities of
tea demanded by them in the course of their duties to slake
their thirsts. The refreshment must have been of a satisfac
tory standard for the report, we are glad to record, was an
excellent one. Pte. Bates, the Registration Clerk, has been
limping about lately in slippers — it appeared that, whilst
running for the services of a senior member one night, he
twisted his ankle on the boards thoughtfully laid outside his
tent by the said ancient one. We are happy to record that
Pte. Bates has now fully recovered and further journeys are
made with a certain amount of circumspection.
Band
As these notes are written summer appears to be just
round the corner. By the time you read them we expect to
be really sweltering.
Our engagements have been confined mainly to Mess
nights and sporting functions. The latter have included three
boxing matches; the first between I R.W.K. and 3 Grena
dier Guards, the second between 1 R.W.K. and 1 Welch
Regt. in the semifinal of the all Island competition and the
third between 29th Field Regt. Royal Artillery and 37th
Field Regt. Royal Engineers.
We also combined with the Band of the Welch Regt.
for a Massed Bands marching display, ably assisted by the
Corps ol Drums of both Regiments, on the occasion of the
Rugby Football Final between I R.W.K. and 1 Welch. We
greatly enjoyed this reunion with the Band we made friends
with aboard H.M.T. Dil.wara last November. We hope that
this is a foretaste of many enjoyable days later on in the
summer.
In addition to our own Officers' Mess nights we have
paid a visit to Cyprus District Officers' Mess in Wolsely
Barracks. What a change it was to play in a comfortable
carpeted room. The Music was much appreciated even if
the diners didn't know what the Band was playing. We do

not think "Shack" will forget the programmes again — he
has now memorised the programme in question and can
type it blindfold.
The Corporals had a most successful Dance on 22nd
February, with our 9 piece Dance Band leading. A good
time was had by all, though it is rumoured that the week
end at home passed painfully for the Lead Alto, with no
sympathy from his better half. Other than this, the Dance
Band have not been in demand since the Christmas season.
L/Cpl. Healey and Bdsm. Lewis took a journey to the
Royal Berkshire Regt. for their trade tests, Class II. They
were both successful and are to be congratulated. Our con
gratulations must also go to Cpl. "Colin" McGowan on his
recent promotion to Sgt., to L/Cpls. "Gino" Newton and
"Benjy" Cloke on promotion to Cpl., and to "Arthur"
Healey and "Louis" Holmes on reaching the exalted rank
of L/Cpl. Which arm does one dog's leg go on, Louis?
On the family side, our hearty congratulations are
offered to "Pete" Lovell whose wife has recently given
birth to another daughter, giving him three smiling faces to
welcome him on his next leave.
Mrs. Barrett, Mrs. Cloke, Mrs. Drakes and Mrs. New
ton are all well settled in now. As long as reports of snow,
ice and fog continue to filter in from Britain they will not
be altogether sorry to be here.
Recent departure on Compassionate leave is Cpl.
"Kenny John" Larkins, we do hope that his problem will
resolve itself and thai we will see him back with us in the
not too distant future.
"Shack"
Drums
This month the Drums are once again carrying out
defence duties. Our last two day scheme went off well, but
we expected trouble when the driver asked the Drum Major
to pass him a hammer which was deftly used to start the
truck. Before the end of the scheme the Drum Major and
the driver were a perfectly coordinated team — the Drum
Major lifting the engine cover and the driver tapping the
vital spot before the engine stalled.
L/Cpl. Calcutt is still, wondering what the Brigadier
thought when he asked him what he was doing at the side of
the road. Calcutt replied in a reverent voice, (pointing to two
stones placed on each other) "I'm guarding the ammunition
sir."
L/Cpl."Dizzy" Burden is once again on duty at Govern
ment House where the Bn. has been carrying out Guard
Duties.
Congratulations are due now to (he following on obtain
ing their Drummership: Drummers Sparks, Calcutt, Cook,
Openshaw and Wilmott. Congratulations also to Cpl. Cheese
man on his second tape and Sparks, Openshaw, Calcutt and
Cook again on becoming L/Cpls.
We welcome Ptes. Bull,WelIer and Lewis into the Corps
of Drums and we all hope it won't be long before they are
on the guard roll.
On the 22nd February we did a parade at the Locust's
Football Ground. The occasion was the final of the Rugby
tournament. We combined forces with the Band and Drums
of the Welch Regt., and all went well. The Drum Major
reconciled himself to marching behind the goat, as he found
that the wind was in the right direction.
A familiar voice is heard in the practice tent these days
as Sgt. Chitticks is back with us, putting the flutes through
their paces.
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AT HOME OR OVERSEAS ...
. . . wherever a soldier may be stationed
the task that he performs becomes a
part of regimental history. It has been
our privilege for many years to record
in silver each new phase of service life,
preserving
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models, the memory of past events.
From drawings and photographs the
wax figure,

shown left, is carefully

built up, great pains being taken to
ensure that each detail is correct. It is
from this wax figure that the attractive
and accurate statuette, shown right, is
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artists may he supplied to your require
ments. The Military department at '112'
will be happy to assist you in your choice.
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Now the Corps of Drums are getting on their feet again
it is hoped that we wilj have bigger and better Parades.
"Long Notes"
Quartermaster's Staff
We worked,
We drilled.
We played,
and we drilled.
Thai just about sums up the activities of our little com
munity during the past month.
Apart from the usual daily effort nothing over exciting
has happened recently although on one occasion a certain
department asked for some equipment of hitherto unheard
of calibre.
In the field of sport we can weep and smile, all foot
ball matches have been won in grand style except for the
SemiFinal of the interPl. knockout when 11 PI. "D" Coy.
beat us 21. It was very unfortunate thai Pte. Dixon fell and
broke his leg early in the second half, up to then the game
had been in our favour and we were leading by the odd
goal.
That leads us to a sad farewell. Pte. Dixon is to be
evacuated to U.K. from B.M.H. Nicosia sometime in the
near future. "All the best Reg. We hope you will soon be
up and about again."
The R.Q.M.S. had a few days off to give himself a rest
from the daily grind, and Sgt. Shields can be heard expres
sing his wishes for the aformentioned R.Q's return from
leave. The fact that Sgt. Shields is to fellow in his footsteps
may have something to do with that.
Now all that's left is to say farewell from this scene of
sunshine, wind. dust. Boards of Survey and Papers.
"Quartermongers"

SERGEANTS' MESS
"To be or not to be," that was the question being
asked by all of us during the early part of the month.
We all know the answers now and the score stands at one
" to be " and the rest " not to be." The operative word,
of course, being " redundant." Sgt. (Mr.) Harry Proctor,
is due for his nest egg and baccy money on 1st August
this year. His going will cause some disturbance within
the Bn., for Harry has been Orderly Room bloke for so
long and has seen so many O.R.Q.M.S.s come and go, that
he is now listed as Orderly Room property. Good luck in
civvy street, Harry, and we hope you have no trouble in
finding suitable employment. The remainder of us are
(I) suffering in silence or (2) rejoicing at least for another
year. This is somewhat like the famous "Ernie" where
everybody waits to see if their number comes out next.
The Mess car club is flourishing, the latest members
being C.S.M. Simmonite, Sgts. George Brown and Harry
Johnson.
Potential members include R.S.M. Parker,
O.R.Q.M.S. Les Marshall and Sgt. "Tiddler" Ticehurst.
It is estimated that in six months the M.T. will go into
suspended animation, the Sgts. Mess being able to fulfil
the Bn. commitments. Latest rumour is that the R.S.M. is
devising a special car drill for Saturday morning parades,
" Woe is we "!
Sgt. George Brown is a happy man today; his family
rejoined him from U.K. at 8.30 a.m. this morning. Wel
come back, Mrs. and Master Brown; may your stay be a
pleasant one.

Reports have just come in that Sgt. Brian (the Scout
master) Taylor, yesterday lost his troop whilst on a short
scheme. It appears that he took a small patrol on a
ramble to try and locate " Tiddler " Ticehurst in the hope
of borrowing some brew kit. Allowing 10 minutes for the
journey there, 10 minutes back, it was estimated that the
PI. should be enjoying a "cuppa" at 1100 hrs. At 1330
hrs. hope was abandoned and the PI. had a hot shave in
lieu.
At 1425 hrs. a tired, hot and exhausted patrol
staggered into base, all neatly joined together with lengths
of rope, all so neatly tied with every conceivable knot to
be found in the Scouts' " Handbook for Knatty Knotters."
Two men were immediately treated for badly burned
hands caused through rubbing two stick together to get
ignition for the smoke signals. Brian has assured us that
in future he will use the maps and compasses provided,
and not the methods as laid down in the guide book
"Travelling for Toddlers"; all this book contains, anyway,
is the bus and underground time tables.
We welcome this month our second "Plead Corp"
member, complete with banjo, Sgt. John Holroyd, R.A.E.C.
His strumming and singing has assisted us greatly in enter
taining. We hope your stay with us, John, will be a long
and happy one. Sgt. (" Little Richard ") Lowe now be
comes head of department, and what a head! C.S.M. Ted
Leach is due here any time now. and by the time we go to
press should be installed quite comfortably with us. Wel
come home, Ted. and look out for " lamp swingings."
The first of our fortnightly curry tiffins proved very
successful last week and much fun was had by all,
especially the kiddies, who had a slide, a rocking horse, a
seesaw and a scooter. As the day wore on, the children
got bigger, and when C/Sgt. (Master) George Levett was
unseated from his rocking horse, and boys Ron Hendcn
and Bob Bennie started squabbling over the scooter, we
called halt to outside activities and carried on inside the
Mess. Everyone marvelled at the good behaviour of the
children, who I am sure were taking care of their parents
as opposed to the orthodox way of parents looking after
the children, as it turned out their way was most satisfac
tory, and not one adult got lost or hurt. On our next
tiffin we are showing the film taken of the Bn. at Dhavlos,
starring Don Skelding and others (on the wide screen, of
course).
N.B.— I hope Don hasn't learnt to read by the time
these notes are published!
WIVES'

CLUB

A meeting of the Wives* Club was held on Tuesday
evening, 4th March. Those present were: Mrs. Parker, Mrs.
Grubb, Mrs. Marchant. Mrs. Hurley, Mrs. Neve, Mrs. Vine,
Mrs. Petterson, Mrs. Hope, Mrs. Vale. Mrs. Barratt. Mrs.
Chitticks, Mrs. Skelding. Mrs. Kill, Mrs. Mdnckton, Mrs.
Hind, Mrs. Blake, Mrs. Shearburn, Mrs. Clarke, Mrs.
Pitchers, Mrs. Bryan, Mrs. Kemp. Mrs. Spalding, Mrs.
Lcckyear, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Mead. Mrs. Johnson. Mrs.
Flint, Mrs. Osborne, Mrs. Marshall, Mrs. Manners, Mrs.
Tarver and Mrs. Tidy.
The meeting started with voting for the new committee
which now stands at a total of six members: Mrs. Flint.
Mrs. Manners, Mrs. Blake, Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Simpson and
Mrs. Pitchers.
L/Cpl. Kemp then showed the film taken by Major
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Tugwell of the Battalion in the Panhandle. This was very
much enjoyed and made us long to be able to see that
lovely country and be near enough to bathe along so per
fect a coast. After an excellent tea, provided by Mrs. Spald
ing and Mrs. Mead, C/Sgt. Spalding ran tombola for the
rest of the evening. We are very grateful to him for coming
along to help us.
There are now 66 families of the battalion in Nicosia —
only five of these are yet in quarters, the rest have found
adequate houses, bungalows or flats in which to live. Our
homes are far from ideal, but we are now settled in and
enjoying warm sun and blue skies.
BOXING
The season began with the InterCompany Open Com
petition on the 13th, 14th and 15th of January, when "A"
Company were the winners. Since this was the first boxing
competition held in the Battalion for two years the standard
was entirely unknown. Each Company was asked to produce
a team of ten boxers at any weight. The competition re
vealed plenty of "guts", but not a great deal of skill, although
in Ptes. Begley and Carter it was apparent that the Battalion
had two very promising boxers, the former possessing an
unusually hard punch which ensured that none of his three
bouts went further than the first round. The hardest fight
was that between Ptes. Pym and Neary when both boxers
fought themselves to a standstill.
After the InterCompany Competition twenty were
chosen to undergo daily training under Sgt./I. Patterson.
A.P.T.C. and L/Cpl. Angel. From these a team of eleven
was required for the Cyprus District InterUnit Team
Championships, the first round of which was against 1 Wilts,
on 31st January. This match took place in the dining hall at
C.B.S. Camp and resulted in a win by seven bouts to four.
The next round of the competition was against 3 Grena
dier Guards on 14th February, and took place at Wolsely
Hall. This was also the Bde. Final. The Guards were unable
to produce a Bantam or Lightweight. This proved too much
of a handicap to them and they were beaten by seventeen
points to thirteen. The best bouts were at Welter, Light
Middle and Middle weights, L/Cpl. Hayley boxing cleverly
to outpoint his opponent, and Ptes. Begley and Barratt
battering their way to third and second round victories
respectively.
And now to the SemiFinals ! We were not overjoyed
when we learnt that our opponents were to be 1 Welch.
Most of us had seen them box 1 SufFolks and realised that
we were up against a very fit and tough team. However, we
were determined to be just as fit and tough ourselves. The
team was somewhat strengthened by the return of Pte. Law
man at Heavyweight. Pte. Clulterbuck had been filling this
position, but, being only a LightHeavyweight in reality,
had found himself conceding too much poundage. Back in
his correct weight he was a very different proposition.
The SemiFinal, held at Wolsely Hall on 25th February,
was, as expected, a tenacious affair ("brutal" was the ad
jective used by one local paper!). The first six bouts, in the
lighter weights, were all lost, although Pte. Allen at Bantam,
and L/Cpl. Hayley at Welterweight, were by no means out
classed, and Pte. Sewell at LightWeight boxed extremely
pluckily against a stronger and more experienced opponent.
Pte. Begley did much to restore our morale when, fight
ing as if he had a debt to settle, he mercilessly pounded his
opponent to the canvas in the shortest possible time, thus
giving us our first victory.
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Pte. Barratt once more had a hard fight and could not
have lost by very much. He was in fact suffering from "flu",
though this was hardly apparent.
Pte. Clutterbuck, using his long, straight left to good
effect, outpointed his opponent.
Pte. Lawman, looking young and almost innocent, soon
belied his appearance by dealing out some useful punish
ment to the robust Lt. Petersen, the captain of the Welch
Team. He also showed that he could take a punch, and
never looked badly shaken, though his opponent's right was
one to be reckoned with and landed more than once. It was
a thrilling fight and close enough to keep us guessing as to
the result, so we were delighted when the verdict went our
way.
The last bout of the evening saw the luckless Lunnon
once more outpointed. For coolness and sound technique
there was nobody in the team to surpass him, but he suffers
from being too short and a slow starter. In addition, he
was up against a good boxer in L/Cpl. Williams of the
Welch.
So ended a most successful season, for which much
credit is due to Sgt./I. Patterson, the team trainer, and of
course to the boxers themselves who, though for the most
part were Novices, worked hard and improved with every
match.
Finally, a word of thanks to those who kindly officiated
at our matches and helped to make each one such an en
joyable occasion.
HOCKEY
The Bn. hockey team has at no time this season been
quite as strong as in recent years. Nevertheless it has
acquitted itself well and won more matches than it has
lost. With regard to the losses, it may also be said that
they have all been lost by a narrow margin.
The team has undergone several changes since the
beginning of the season. Cpl. Drakes, the regular goal
keeper, has not been blessed with fitness and Bdsm. Lewis
stepped into the breach magnificently, having hardly played
in that position before. The backs have been a tower of
strength. When Lt. Smith returned to the Depot Cpl.
Marchant took over his position and has played some very
good games. C.S.M. Palmer has played consistently well
and now we have Lt.Col. Manners back in the team again
and find that he has lost none of his skill during two years
in Aden. Sgt. Williams too has had some good knocks,
although he hits the ball so hard that his own halves and
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forwards are often intimidated just as much as the
opposition !
The halfback line has remained the same throughout
the season, with Lt. Butler in the centre, Lt. Tarver on
the right and L.Cpl. Healey playing on the left. These
three have played steadily and the only interruptions to
their formation have been caused by the ravages of Asian
'flu.
Finally the forwards. The forwards have been the
major problem of the season. Capt. Clarke, who has
captained the team, has been going great guns on the right
wing and has been by far the most effective forward.
2ndLt. Locker and Sgt. McGowan have played adequately
in most matches. Lt. Langhorne has varied between the
blustering, ineffective and
the dashing successful.
Unfortunately he has been away for the greater part of the
season skiing. After Capt. Clarke, the most consistent and
successful forward has been Cpl. Larkins. Now, however,
Cpl. Larkins has returned to England, leaving a rather
gaping hole in the forward line. Maj. Waring has played
several useful games and his vigorous play has been a
great asset. A word must be added about Band Sgt. Healey.
Sgt. Healey is without doubt the best player in the Bn.
who is not regularly in the team.
His slick work is as good as ever, but " anno domini "
has made him a bit slower on his feet. Whenever Sgt.
Healey plays, one can rely on him to give a very fair
performance.
The 1 R.W.K. pitch is regrettably a death trap. It is
so rough that the ball plays havoc with the players and rises
and jumps at sharp angles. Nevertheless, perhaps we are
fortunate to have a ground at all. L.Cpl. Kemp has

umpired most of the games for us and we are grateful for
his services.
Results to date:
I R.W.K. v. Inf. Wksps (home), lost 1—2.
1 R.W.K. v. 8 Inf. Wksps (home), won 2—1 (Sgt.
Healey 2).
1 R.W.K. v. C.R.E. Nicosia (away), lost 1—3 (Cpl.
Larkins).
1 R.W.K. v. Waynes Keep (away), won 4—1 (Sgt.
McGowan 2, Lt. Langhorne 2).
1 R.W.K. v. 1 Welch (home), won 5—0 (Lt. Lang
horne 3. Sgt. McGowan 2).
1 R.W.K. v. 1 Suffolk (away), lost 1—2 (Lt. Butler).
1 R.W.K. v. R.H.G. (home), won 2—1 (Lt. Langhorne,
2Lt. Locker).
1 R.W.K. v. 42 Survey Regt. R.E. (home), lost 3—4
2Lt. Locker 2, Cpl. Larkins).
1 R.W.K. v. R.H.G. (away), won 3—1 (2Lt. Champion,
2Lt. Johnston, Cpl. Larkins).
1 R.W.K. v. Nicosia Club (away), won 5—2 (Cpl.
Larkins 3, 2Lt. Locker, 2Lt. Johnston).
1 R.W.K. v. Cyprus Dist. Sigs. Regt., 2nd Round of
the Army Cup (away), lost 0—3.
1 R.W.K. v. 1 R. Berks (home), won 3—0 (Sgt.
McGowan, Capt. Clarke, Cpl. Larkins).
I R.W.K. v. Cyprus Dist. Sigs. Regt. (away), won 2—1
(Lt. Langhorne).
1 R.W.K. v. H.Q. Cyprus District (away), lost 2—5
(Sgt. Healey, Sgt. Williams).
The next match will be against 1 Suffolk. In view of
the Bn.'s earlier narrow defeat against 1 Suffolk, it is hoped
we will be able to take our revenge.
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4 th

5 th

BATTALION

1 Brigade Commander carried out
T"^HE
the Annual Administrative Inspection

of the Bn. on the 13th and 14th Feb.
This was, of course, the usual exhaustive
(and exhausting) inquiry into the Bn.'s
affairs. We have not yet seen the report,
so perhaps it would be as well not to offer
any comment yet.

Barry Camp
The Training Major and the Quartermaster went on
a recce to Barry on 21st and 22nd Feb., to be shown over
the camp and training area by the B.M. The camp itself
is similar to that at Castlemartin. That is to say, it is all
tented except for tin huts for cookhouses, latrines and
ablutions. But whereas those at Castlemartin were all new,
these have been there for many years and look like it.
The ground is quite flat and looks as if it would make
a pretty fair bog in a prolonged spell of wet weather.
However, it obviously drains well since only a few days
before the visit it had been covered with three feet or so
of snow. In spite of that the tent area was quite firm.
The training area is interesting and well equipped
with excellent ranges all within easy reach of the camp.
It is, however, much smaller in extent. Moreover, there
is little scope for exercises inland as the open country
consists largely of grouse moors, jealously preserved,
especially at the time of year we shall be there. The
training directive for camp is being prepared and will be
published as soon as the allocation of ranges and so on
has been agreed. We will not anticipate this publication
here.
We have already said that facilities for amusement
out of training hours are excellent and within easy reach.
We will only add, as in Wales, pubs close early and don't
open at all Sundays.
Officers' Sten and Pistol Shoot
This took place on Saturday and Sunday, 1st and 2nd
March. It cannot be said that the general standard has
improved more than a little, though there were fewer
occasions for nervous prostration on the part of the
permanent staff.
To some extent the standard may have been affected
by two factors. One was the use of a new weapon in
the shape of the 9rn.m. automatic in place of the old .38.
In theory, it should be easier by reason of not having to

Read
Your County Newspaper,
Published Fridays, price 4d.

KENT
MESSENGER
The County Paper of Kent

drag back the hammer when firing a shot. We were
indebted to the kindness of the School of Infantry for the
use of these pistols. Another was the intermittent harass
ing fire of snowballs from the crowd of small boys who
came to watch. There was no snow on the firing point,
so ail concerned showed commendable restraint in not
resorting to more lethal retaliation.
The scores faced us with two candidates for the
winner's cup. We will probably have a shootoff at camp
to decide the result. There was also rivalry for the Spoon,
our Paymaster being four points down on his nearest rival.

" B " COMPANY
We began with First Aid Training, C.S.M. Johnson
holding forth on Casualty Collecting. Dressings and Slings.
Then we renewed our signals training under Mr. Gregory
with our eye on future exercises. Then we had Chemical
Warfare and, the highspot of evening training, a C.D. film
show and lecture by Capt. Rouse, of the Orpington Civil
Defence H.Q. We saw the latest films on the Hbomb
and on casually clearing, both of which provoked keen
discussions. We are much indebted to Capt. Rouse, who
is also helping us with a Coy. C.D. Exercise, which we
will report next month. Meanwhile we are not without
talent in this line of our own, since Mr. Jock Smith got
back from his course at the Home Office School recently.
We have had some publicity recently when a local
reporter gave us a twocolumn writeup with photographs.
Maj. Coath's reported comments have provoked correspon
dence from someone who doesn't approve of the T.A.,
so some readers do take an interest in what they read
in the Press. We hope to keep the controversy alive.
Welcome to our most recent recruit, Pte. Weir.
Congratulations to L.Cpl. Mansell on putting up his
first tape.

"C"

COMPANY

Evening training has been on Weapon Training and
Section Leading. Meanwhile we have had two Sundays
out in Knole Park studying individual concealment and
fieldcraft and a Map Reading Exercise.
Early next month we have planned a comprehensive
Sunday Exercise with some driving, wireless training field
craft, and map reading. Local people ought to be begin
ning to notice us about, even if it is only by the inter
ference with their TV programmes. However, the locality
is becoming a little too well known, so we have decided,
in April, to go further afield and take our brew cans and
other equipment down to Crowborough.
We also have in hand plans for a recruiting display
early in May. At the moment our likely recruits are a bit
too young and we want to rouse the interest of young
men old enough not to have to wait before signing on.

" D " COMPANY
Recruiting seems to be the major topic throughout the
T.A. at the present time.
We have had three since
Christmas and a fourth is almost within our grasp.
Although the final scores, at the moment of writing,
have not been published, it seems that Mr. Pedgrift headed
the list on the officers' sten and pistol weekend.
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At the end of this month we are running a gas
chamber, with the aid of capsules lachrymatory. For
tunately, we have a store room at the distaff end of the
premises where we hope to carry out tests without action
able nuisance to the owners of adjoining premises. If
anybody suffers it will be the passengers on the railway
line at the back.

with a victim on a cold and highlypolished floor. The
novelty soon wears off when five men, each in their own
distinctively unskilled fashion, have each hoisted you from
a recumbent position, slung you across a bony shoulder
(harm can come to a young lad) and allowed you to hang
head downwards, blushing furiously, whilst discussing the
finer points.

We are hoping to organise a dinner at a local tavern
for the purpose of presenting the cup which is awarded
annually and which was presented by Major Wood on his
transfer to Support Coy., and we are anxious that he
should be with us to present it.

On Saturday, 15th Feb., a stag party was held to
which we invited the social club of Tonbridge School.
Mr. and Mrs. May, our new caretakers, produced an
excellent buffet, which was inevitably well supported by
liquid refreshment. Songs were rendered by both guests
and hosts, including Cpl. Miller and our own Corky—
who also played the bugle. The excellence and virtuosity
of his playing prompted requests for encores—including
an optimistic demand for "The Flight of the BumbleBee."

Coy. Commander, with Majs. Brock and Bobby, spent
a harrowing 24 hours on a recce of the forthcoming M.T.
Rally in indifferent weather, and we are now starting to
train our own team for the event, with hopes that the
weather will be a little kinder than it was on the recce.

SUPPORT COMPANY
We held a very successful training weekend on the
1st and 2nd March, which had a good attendance from
members of the Coy. Lt. Day gave us some very interest
ing signal training on the Saturday afternoon in the form
of a short signal exercise which brought out a lot of rather
weak points.
Lt. Cyster conducted a map reading exercise in the
Pcnshurst area which everyone enjoyed as it ended at a
very nice country pub for Sunday lunch. In the afternoon
we carried out normal PI. weapon training.
We are about to launch ourselves into a big recruit
ing drive with posters which we have had printed and
visits to local villages and towns in the area and displays
of equipment at various local functions.
A Recruiting Cup is also going to be awarded to the
member of the Coy. who brings in the most recruits during
the Jubilee Year. Five Pounds will also go with the Cup
for the winner.
We have had another new recruit on the verge of
joining, and although very welcome he is also a little
embarrassing to us as he is the third member of the Kent
Yeomanry to transfer to this Coy. We all want recruits
very badly, but we hope it will not be by " robbing Peter
to pay Paul."
Capt. Innes did very well in the officers' sten and
pistol shoot, which was also held during our weekend
training.

H.Q. COMPANY
"Training is everything," said Mark Twain . . . .
" Cauliflower is nothing but cabbage with a college educa
tion." Of course, it all depends on what you are training
for — sometimes our programme seems designed against
the contingency of incarceration in a brewery. Mind you,
we do carry out some useful work—not all of it univer
sally popular. Map reading, for example, does not seem
to figure in the top 10—and as for drill, ugh! First aid,
on the other hand, is a reliable source of amusement,
more so perhaps to the performers than to the victims.
Some apprehension was expressed when it was decided
that the team should practice the fireman's lift, starting

Sgt. Mace is now back in the fold after a period at
school followed by a wellearned, but not entirely un
broken, leave. We are all glad to see him back—now we
can find our files again.
On the 15th March, our M.T.O.. Capt. Robson, will
be signingon for a permanent engagement. 1 know that
all ranks will wish to join me in wishing both him and
his bride, Miss Carol Bridgewater, a long life and much
happiness together. Mind you, it has been said (by Mr.
Shaw—of course), " It is a woman's businesss to get
married as soon as possible, and a man's to keep un
married as long as he can."
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field cooking contest. It apparently did, for when a sur
prised C.O. found two A.C.C. officers lurking in the bianco
shed and tasting a dark liquid called onion soup, they
seemed quite satisfied.

DEPOT

W

E start the month by congratulating O.R.Q.M.S.
Maltman on his very welldeserved promotion to
W.O.I1. He has laboured long and well in the " dog Box."
and even if this was an expensive reward initially, we are
sure that he will be repaid in the long run.
Most of the month seems to have been spent in
preparing for, carrying out or recovering from Certificate
"A" Examinations at the various schools in Kent which
are affiliated to us. Sutton Valence on the 11th. Tonbridge
on the 18th and 20th, and King's, Rochester, on the
27th kept us pretty busy.
It is only to be expected that with the advent of Capt.
Abplanalp as Training Coy Commander, boxing should
have received a muchneeded fillip.
This month there
have been two contests, the Simpson Cup between Defence
of Kohima and Malta platoons, and the Senior Intake
versus the Junior Intake. In neither of these contests was
there a great deal of skill, but there was plenty of spirit.
One or two slogging matches proved tremendously excit
ing, and the new ruling that the audience may cheer
during bouts made for a much better atmosphere, although
the referee's job was that much more difficult. The Senior
Intake beat the Junior Intake by one point in a very close
contest, and the losers, who are to represent us in the
annual recruits' match versus Depot The Buffs, were by
no means disgraced. Capt. Abplanalp is taking no chances
on their being unfit, and the ritual of early morning runs
along the towpath is being strictly observed, together with
the frenzied punching of a kitbag optimistically labelled
" Biffim " in the gymnasium.
Even writing about this unseemly expenditure of
energy makes one hungry, and brings the writer to the
topic of food. Sgt. Frost and his cooks are just recovering
from the C.O.'s visit to the muchpublicised Royal Artillery
selfservice dining room at Woolwich. The same system
has been introduced at the Depot, and to be fair the
standard has improved tremendously. Each main meal
has four or five choices of main course and sweet, all
tastefully laid out and decorated with piped mashed potato
or cream as appropriate. The only persons likely to com
plain about this system are the swill contractor and the
washerup. The former's pigs are likely to be pretty seedy
if they rely on us for nourishment. In between all this
extra work, Sgt. Frost and his men have been participating
in various contests designed to make the life of a cook sgt.
more difficult. The latest of these look place behind a
latrine screen erected round the bianco shed, and suitably
embellished with chalk notices of a rather hopeful nature,
such as " Wash." " Rinse," and " Sterilise."
All this
scenery, Sgt. Frost assured us. was just what they had in
Korea, and would be bound to impress the judges of the

Defence of Kohima and Malta platoons passed out
on the 21st of the month, the salute being taken by the
Brigade Colonel, Col. G. R. Stevens, O.B.E. The parade
marched on to the Band of the Home Counties Brigade
Bandmaster's Establishment in a heavy snow shower, but
fortunately the weather cleared up for the remainder of
the parade. The platoons will be with 1 R.W.K. by the
end of April, and are assembling at Canterbury after
Easter. Mention must be made of the Band, which was
composed of junior musicians under training, none of
them over 174 years of age. They put up a very good
show in spite of the bad conditions, and one of them,
Jnr. Musician Roots, will be joining the 1st Bn. with the
draft.
On the 22nd, the Regimental Amalgamation Com
mittee held a meeting at the Depot, and we were pleased
to welcome its Chairman, Col. Edwards, together with
Maj. Gwilliam, from the War Office, and Maj. Keith
Meyrick, of the 4th/5th Bn.
Pte. Drew, who is joining the 1st Bn. with the next
draft, recently attended a Clerks' Course and is to be
congratulated on winning the Certificate of Merit as the
best candidate on the course, which was held at the
Infantry Clerks' Training Centre. This is the first award
of its kind to be gained by one of our recruits, and we
have no doubt that Drew will be a useful addition to the
Bn. Orderly Room.
Sport as we know it at the Depot is drawing to the
close of a successful season. The hockey team's last two
fixtures were both good wins, 3—1 against H.Q. Home
Counties District, and 5—0 against 34 L.A.A. Regt. It is
becoming difficult to turn out a really goodlooking team
because of the treacherous activities of one of its members,
the Cricket Officer. He has filled the sports store with
portions of willow and enormous white flannel bags, all
of which he has announced as being for
Depot Team
only." As we understand that the trousers all have 42inch
waistbands, the contest should be amusing to watch. Either
we shall ha.vc incredibly corpulent players or else — oh,
well! anything to introduce a bit of life into the game.
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20th

LONDON

TPHE Battalion sergeants held their 43rd dinner, a great
fl achievement. This year's chairman, Capt. T. Cooper,
M.C. and Bar, M.M., joined the Battalion in 1911, com
missioned in the field after Vimy. Silent tribute was ob
served for the passing of Sgt. Grey and Band Master
Jackson, 38 years with the Regiment, having enlisted with
the 2nd Bn. in 1894. Last Post was sounded by Mr. Vic
Brown.
H.A.W.
11th

T

(LEWISHAM)

BATTALION

HE annual general meeting of the Association of the
11th (Lewisham) Battalion was held on the 19th March
at the "Crown and Sugar Loaf," Garlick Hill, E.C., and
Major B. BcrgI was in the Chair.
At the commencement of the meeting it was stated that
Mr. A. R. Outten had died in January last and members
stood in silent tribute to their comrades who have passed on.
Letters regretting inability to be present were read from
the President, Major A. J. Jimenez, M.C., Col. D. J. Dean.
V.C., Capt. C. B. Smith. Messrs. D. G. Godden. R. C. M.
Jenkins, O.B.E., W. T. Riggall, W. Taylor and E. J. Wilson.
Illness prevented the following from attending the
meeting : Messrs. W. Ashcroft, J. Collins. H. Snell and S.
Knight—all present wished them a speedy return to good
health.
We regretted the absence of Mr. A. E. Grant, who had
telephoned before the meeting commenced to say that owing
to the illness of his wife, he would not be able to attend.
The Annual Report, which had been circulated, was
presented by the Chairman and this read as follows :—
" The Committee of the Association has much pleasure
in presenting the Annual Report as follows :—
" Following soon after the bicentenary of the Regi
ment. the news of the amalgamation of the Buffs and the
Queen's Own came as a great shock to many of the past
members of the Regiment.
" In two years time the regular Battalion will cease to
exist under the name of the Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, but the Territorial Battalion will remain to carry
on the name and traditions.
" It is all the more, therefore, up to we members of
the old 11th Battalion to do our utmost to keep the name of
the Queen's Own in the forefront—the title of our Associa
tion will not change and well supported reunions will show
that our enthusiasm has not diminished.
"The attendance at the Regimental Reunion last July
was disappointing, more particularly after the fine muster
of the 11 th in 1956. However, it is hoped that on Sunday.
27th July next, it will be proved that we are very much alive.

" The attendance, also, at the Annual Dinner—our
primary function of the year— was Jess than usual. It is
appreciated that many of us are no longer young men and
perhaps prefer the arm chair and T.V., but the Committee
appeal to you all to make a real effort once a year to attend
and meet old friends.
" We were honoured with the presence of the Colonel
of the Regiment, Lt.Gen. Sir William Oliver, K.C.B.,
O.B.E., and other senior officers of the Regiment, also the
Mayor of Lewisham, and they all congratulated the Com
mittee on a successful evening and were most impressed by
the spirit of the old comrades present.
" After careful consideration, your Committee has been
able to make improvements in the arrangements for our
next Dinner to be held on November 8th next, which should
add considerably to the enjoyment of those present.
" The Service of Remembrance at St. Laurence Church,
Catford, was n.ot so well attended and we do appeal to
those who live locally to come once a year to pay homage
to our fallen comrades.
" The plaque on the plinth of the small memorial in
the Garden of Remembrance at Catford has been replaced
and our thanks are due to Bill Toomer for his work in this
connection. Thanks are also due to Nicholls that our plot
is so well maintained.
" During the year more cases have had to be helped
from the Benevolent Fund and it is likely that further
demands will be made on our resources in the near future.
The Committee appeal to members to spare a little for
this Fund when they send their subscriptions to the Hon.
Treasurer.
"The Hon. Treasurer reports that our subscription
income is down for the year and the Committee is certain
that members will appreciate the necessity for regular pay
ment to enable the work of the Association to continue at
its present standard.
"The need for support of St. George's Memorial
Church at Ypres, with which we are so closely associated
through our mutual office holders, is still great and we
commend this object to you.
" A number of our members have been seriously ill
during the year amongst whom are Jim Collins, Harry Sneel
and ' Ginger' Ashcroft. We wish them all a speedy
recovery to good health.
" In July last year, A. E. Fisher passed on and the
Association was represented at the funeral by Jim Collins,
who kindly carried our Standard at the graveside."
The Accounts were presented by the Hon. Treasurer,
Capt. R. O. Russell, M.C., extracts of which had already
been, circulated to members, they were passed without com
ment. Capt. Russell was thanked for his work on behalf
of the Association.
Major A. J. Jimenez, M.C., was reelected as President,
the VicePresidents were reelected en bloc and Major B.
Bergl was added to the list.
In accordance with custom the Chairman and Vice
Chairman did not seek reelection and Messrs. A. E.
Buddell, O.B.E., M.C,, and D. A. Kemp, M.M., were
elected to these positions respectively. Both are original
members of the Battalion who joined at Catford in 1915.
Major B. Bergl was praised for his work as Chairman
and the Hon. Officers were thanked for their services.
Mr. G. Branson, asked the members if they would con
sider the suggestion that a stained glass window be provided
as a Memorial in St. Laurence Church, Catford. He
appreciated the cost involved, but would like the matter
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gone into. It was agreed unanimously that a subcommittee
be appointed to approach the Vicar, obtain information as
to cost of the project and report to the Executive Com
mittee with recommendations. The Chairman, Mr. Buddell,
with Messrs. Branson and Toomer agreed to undertake this
task.
It was good to see Capt. A. V. D. Morley after a long
absence due to illness, also Mr. H. G. W. Roberts who was
prevented from attending the Dinner owing to indisposition.
L.W.D.
BROMLEY

T

BRANCH

HE February meeting of this branch was of short dura
tion,, there being very little business to discuss. We
did, however, go into the subject of our social and get
together, all of the then known salient factors being dealt
with and the officials for the evening arranged.
Having little to talk or write about, I did NOT trouble
to send a contribution to the Q.O.G. I regret that I can
not write something out of nothing, but must have a
concrete case to form my contributions on. I hear, or do
I, someone saying " some writer ! !"; be that as it may, at
least 1 " have had a go Joe " and that shows willing. For
my non appearance in writing, I have been ostracised,
mesmerised and nearly pulverised for the dismal short
coming. Even the ladies have had a go. Really! I did not
know so many people were all that interested, and then to
crown it all, "The Spider" called me to task. Maybe I should
have sent in a NIL return ? My, my ! Poor me. How
ever, I trust that my effort this time will offset my delin
quency, so on to the March Social.
Our 4th Annual Social
This took the place of our usual monthly meeting when
we had, as guests, the Mayor and Mayoress of Bromley,
Cllr. Cecil L. Smith, J.P., and Mrs. Smith, Lt.Col. H. N.
Edwards, M.B.E., D.L., Chairman Queen's Own Past and
Present Association, and Mrs. Edwards, Lt.Col. A. A.
Eason, Secretary and Treasurer, The Past and Present
Association, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E., O.C. Depot,
Maidstone, and other exofficers, who came along with
members of their particular branches, Lt.Col. Durtnell and
Major Bruce being two of them. These were received in
the Visitors' Room of the Bromley United Services Club
by Mrs. Pyrke, wife of our respected President, and Mr. A.
V. Smith, our Chairman, who deputised for Major Pyrke,
who unfortunately had taken to his bed that day with a
violent chill which he had been trying to stall off for some
time. Capt. B. J. Finnie, M.C., President and Chairman of
the B.U.S.C. and now an honorary member of the branch,
assisted in no mean measure to this end. He was accom
panied by his wife, both of whom are well known to the
citizens of Bromley. Col. K. J. Pearce, T.D., was only able
to remain for a short time, as he had a double date. Un
fortunately LtGen. Sir Wm. Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., Colonel
of the Regiment, was unable to be with us as he had a
prior engagement in one of the Shires, but nevertheless
sent his good wishes for everyone's enjoyment, lt is to be
regretted that his letter has been mislaid and therefore his
message was not read out.
In the absence of Major Pyrke, Mr. A. W. Smith did
yeoman service in opening proceedings. Having read the
President's sheet of welcome, he said how sorry we, of
Bromley, were that he (the President) was unable to be
with us and that he would soon be about again. At this

juncture, Mrs. Pyrke presented a sheaf of flowers to the
Mayoress with suitable gesture and amid loud applause,
after which Mr. Smith asked all to rise to receive the Branch
Standard. In the absence of Phil Waters, also under the
weather, it was borne by our old bearer, Mr. Cockell, who
was escorted by Mr. C. Brown and Mr. J. Reeves, both from
Hounslow and who have become members of the branch.
As usual, it was carried back stage and placed in a socket
to pair up with the Union flag, a colourful setting against
a biscuit coloured background.
Mr. Cockell, as M.C., then, announced that we were to
be entertained by a concert party, consisting of members
and friends of the Bromley Garage of the London Transport
Executive, under the guidance of Mr. R. G. Parker, M.B.E.,
who was their compere. They gave an excellent programme
of concerted items, as well as solo, pair and trio efforts,
which included pre1914 songs through to the present day.
Added to which were some Rock 'n' Roll songs, accom
panied by the usual guitar. A teenage Miss entertained with
a song and tap dance and got a great applause. I have not,
at the moment, got all details, so it is my intention to make
allusion to this in, the next issue of the Q.O.G., when I can
quote names of those old familiar tunes, which so many
of us older folk still enjoy today. Indeed, we were able,
on several occasions, to test our vocal chords on the invi
tation of the Party.
The Raffle
During the evening, tickets were sold by George
Lefley, assisted by Harry Woolnough and Mrs. Brown, for
the many presents donated by members of the branch and
a few from other branch members, 22 in all. They con
sisted of a floorrug, cushion, ladies blouse, chicken, eggs,
scent, iced cakes (two) decorated in Regimental colours,
sheaf of flowers, thermos jug, jam dish and spoon, nylon
stockings, biscuits (three boxes), cleansing materials
(several kinds), bed socks, seaside rock and last, but not
least, a bottle of whisky. I have n.ot a cpmplete list of the
donors, but 1 append the names of those known to me :—
Major and Mrs. Pyrke. Capt. Finnie, Mrs. V. O. Robinson
(daughter of the late G. J. Carter), Mr. and Mrs. A. V.
Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Lefley, Mr. and Mrs. Cockell, Messrs.
L. Leather, H. Woolnough, Tom Aspinall, Timber
Marchant, C. (Topper) Brown and J. Reeves, also Mr. and
Mrs. Wright. To these and the unnamed donors (to whom
I apologise for want of information) we give grateful thanks.
The draw proved to be somewhat amusing in places, the
prizes being evenly collected by the branches and V.I.P.'s.,
indeed these latter, if niy memory serves me correctly, took
five of them including the whisky, won by the wife of the
donor.
Speeches
Preceding the draw, two short speeches were made.
Introduced by the Chairman, the Mayor gave a somewhat
amusing speech in which he introduced a novel Army yarn.
He said how pleased he was to receive the invitation to
attend, but deprecated the fact that the President, Major
Leslie Pyrke, was absent owing to illness, and he hoped,
as we all did, that he would soon be restored to normal
health. He gave thanks on behalf of the Mayoress and
himself for a happy evening amongst us and that we would
invite him on a future occasion.
Col. Edwards hardly needs introduction and he readily
conceded to Mr. Smith's request. He spoke of the several
occasions that he and Mrs. Edwards had attended and how
much they had enjoyed themselves. He made brief allusion
to the amalgamation of ourselves and The Buffs, and said
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that this was inevitable and he hoped that when the time
came, we would accept it in the true spirit of comradeship.
He thanked us for the invitation to attend.
Their Thanks
Major Bruce (London Branch), in. a brief speech after
the concert, gave thanks on behalf of the visitors for a
very enjoyable and hospitable evening. Incidentally, 1 was
able, apart from various interruptions, to have a long talk
with him. This was my first introduction to him. I trust
that we shall meet again soon.
Our Thanks
As usual, on behalf of the branch. I would like to thank
all ol those people who helped make the evening a success.
Mentioning the ladies first for their service on the com
missariat side and in the kitchen : Mesdames Lefley, Smith,
Brown. Baker. Waters. Harris and Miss Tigwell. The volun
teer waiters, resplendent in borrowed plumeserjackets,
Harry Woolnough and Tom Aspinell. We are grateful for
the services of Col. Eason for acquiring the loan of the mess
waiters jackets. To the staff of the B.U.S.C. and I mention
"Jock" Scryngeom in particular, for, although he is one
of our members, his services are much appreciated. To
the Steward and Stewardress of the Club, Mr. and Mrs.
Beere, for their truly necessary cooperation and catering.
Also the President, management and members of the
Bromley United Services Club for their continued support
in allowing us the use of their premises, and finally, Mrs.
Pyrke, who so ably deputised for her sick husband. To
all of these, our very grateful thanks.
The Branches
We trust that the members of the various branches
represented had a good time? I think they did, judging
by the sound of things in the " old buck " period following
the end of the entertainment by the Concert Party. To
Catford, Chatham, Gravesend, London, Maidstone and
Sevenoaks, thank you for coming along and supporting us.
Our chairman, A. V. Smith (Gunboat to most of you)
did quite well at the I Ith hour call to take over. The Vice
Chairman, Bob Wilks, acted as Receptionist.
To those who arc interested, something like 120 in
number were present and so we say " Here's to the next
time."
" Iwuzz Thayre."
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CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH
ANNUAL DINNER
The annual dinner of the Branch, its eighth, was held
at the " Railway Signal." Forest Hill, London, S.E.23, on
Saturday, 12th April, 1958, and was a great success.
After a most enjoyable and happy meal, served up
very quickly, beautifully arranged by " Ron," our genial
host, who always looks after the Branch in a most sincere
manner at all its functions and meetings, Major H. J. D.
Combe, our VicePresident, rose to propose the toast of
" Her Majesty," which was duly honoured by all.
Let us not forget to mention that before the dinner
started our M.C., Mr. "Harry" Lake, asked us all to stand
in silence for a minute in memory of our Departed
Comrades.
Coffee was being served when Major Combe rose to
speak of the changes which were to take place in the near
future, when I he Bulls and The Queen's Own would form
one regiment.
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We naturally did not like the idea, but we had to
march with the times. It was a pity that Maidstone, being
the capital of the county, was not selected to be the seal
of the new Regiment, but it had to be like that.
We still have the 4/5th Territorial Battalion to carry
the " Invicta" in the years to come, but we all must do
our very best to keep our beloved Regiment alive in our
midst, by fostering the many branches and associations
and seeing that we gel every available member or ex
member into their bands of comradeship which will be so
very valuable in the future, and so keep the flag of the old
Regiment flying.
He concluded by inviting all. to rise to the toast. The
Queen's Own, which was observed in a very sincere manner.
Our hard working chairman, Mr. Len Clarke, who
was in the chair of honour, and well deserving of it, then
got to his feet to toast Our Guests.
He said that so many present were not guests, as they
gave the Branch such willing and generous support over a
long period and we are very grateful to them, so he said
that we should rise to the toast of "The Ladies." which
was agreed to with much pleasure.
He desired most earnestly to make special mention
of the presence of Miss Miriam Fielder, daughter of " Bob'
Fielder, who had been in hospital for over a year, and
who we all were delighted to have with us again, fully
recovered in health and strength.
To Mr. and Mrs. Fielder, now that their time of
trouble and anxiety was over, wc wish every happiness
and luck.
In conclusion, he welcomed the presence of our Vice
President, Major H. J. D. Combe, and Mrs. Combe, and
wished to place on record the splendid efforts of the
Branch Hon. Treasurer, Mr. "Mike" Leary, and members
of the Committee who had worked so very hard during
the year, the success of the various functions which they
had arranged, is a tribute to them.
He then asked Mr. Leary to present the prizes to the
winners of the darts and crib competitions.
Mr. Leary congratulated Bob Fielder on winning the
cup for the third time, and said that this year the ladies
had been invited to lake part in the darts competition for
the first time, and as one appeared in the semi final, we
hoped that she would win the cup. but it was not to be.
Mr. "Jimmy" Mott won the Crib Cup. against expec
tations—a jolly good show, to be sincerely congratulated
on. Well, the M.C. " Harry" took over, and soon
dancing, fun and games were in progress, and everything
went with a swing to the music of a small band which
fell in with the spirit of the party, and ensured the success
of the evening.
During the proceedings a raffle was drawn, and the first
ticket out was No. 66, which was held by Mr. Knight, a
fact which drew forth yells of " Fiddle."
The ladies' special elfort was won by " Dot," a very
popular guest. Well done, Dot.
So it went on, the fun was intensified, "Knees Up,
Mother Brown," and other dances and jokes being
thoroughly enjoyed. It was a great pleasure to watch such
obvious enjoyment. The writer had to leave before the
end, but I am sure that every one present could not help
but agree that the whole affair was a tremendous and
happy success, and that all thoroughly enjoyed themselves
and are looking forward to the next social event, which

takes place on Saturday, 24th May, 1958, at the " Railway
Signal," Forest Hill, S.E.23.
Members and exmembers of the Regiment, relatives
and friends are cordially invited to this, and to the annual
St. George's Day Festival Service at St. George's Church,
Perry Hill, Catford, S.E.23, at 6.30 p.m. on Sunday, 27th
April, 1958, when several Branches and Associations of the
Past and Present Association, together with the Brockley
Branch of the R.A.F. Association, and Lewisham and
District Branch of the Burma Association, and Sydenham
Branch of the British Legion are expected to support this
Special Service in honour of Britain's Patron Saint. I he
Vicar, the Rev. Eric A. Metcalfe, B.A., will conduct the
service for the first time, and we hope for a bumper
attendance.
Those interested are asked to come along to the
Branch Annual General Meeting, which will be held at the
"Railway Signal" on Friday, 9th May, 1958, at 8 p.m.
sharp, also that a coach has been booked to take members
and supporters to the Annual Reunion oi the Past and
Present Association at Maidstone on Sunday, 27th July,
1958, at a cost of 10/ each seat. Please book early with
a small deposit with the Chairman, Mr. "Len " Clarke, 38,
Queenswood Road, London, S.E. 23.
All good wishes and the best of luck to all Branches
and Associations, from Catford.
" Ravensbourne."
GRAVESEND

BRANCH

Gravesend Branch held their monthly meeting on
Friday, April 11th. Owing to the small attendance the
meeting was very brief. We found our way to the bar lor
a drink and a talk. We were very pleased to welcome
Mr. Timber Marchant from the London Branch, who
arranged to pay us a visit when we met him at Bromley.
It was a pity there was not more members present. We
also welcomed Mr. Dillion, late of the Maidstone Branch,
who has come to live in our district. He has attended
three of our meetings and he seems very interested in our
Branch, so we hope to see him every month. Twenty
nine members and wives attended the social at Bromley,
which was enjoyed by all. Those attending asked me to
thank the Bromley Branch for their kind invitation and
giving us such an enjoyable evening, with such a lovely
concert party to entertain us. Our Branch was in luck
when the raffle was drawn, five prizes came to Gravesend,
and lovely prizes they were, too.
Well done, Bromley, for all the hard work you must
have put in as regards catering, etc., and cleaning up
afterwards, to make the evening a success. We appreciate
it very much. Our next meeting night will be our Annual
General Meeting, which will be held on Friday, May 9th,
which we hope several of our members will be able to
attend.
" Ben."

LONDON BRANCH

O

UR meeting, held on the 28th March, was really well
attended by members of all ranks, and wives, with two
visitors. Our President, Gen. Riddell, was present, two
Hon. VicePresidents, Col. A. K. Grant, Major Snelgrove,
Lt.Col. Ron Mines, with Mrs. Mines, Lt.Col. Pink.
Bogie Childs was present, Harry Edwards, All' Toms,
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Fred Cox. Harry Freeman, Bunny Hare and Bill Page.
"Busty" Cannacott had come along from Maidstone,
George Hooker from the wilds of Surrey, Dick Forrest,
who appears to be putting on. even more weight, Ted
Ballard, band members, excepting Jack Hunt and pal Harry
Ellis of the 10th Hussars, were absent, but back again were
" Darkie" Maslin and "Dapper" Martin.
Naturally,
" Jeppy " was with those two.
Jock Savage was present with his son, and Mrs. Savage,
and, of course, Mr. and Mrs. Elson. Other ladies present
were Mesdames Cox, Fenwick, DePlanque, Druce. Wallace,
a welcome visit this, with daughter Jasmine, who came later.
Mrs. Hare and Mrs. Page were taking charge of their
husbands, and very well too ! We were very pleased to
see among us, despite a late arrival, Mrs. Sammy Brooks,
who is now teaching in Maidstone.
As several of the ladies present knew Mrs. Brooks
before and after the commissioning of the very popular
exR.Q.M.S. and then Q.M., Mrs. Brooks was soon, quite
at home among them. Also with us again was our old
friend MacDonald, the exsignaller. Fred Jarmain, who
tells me both his boys arc doing well at soccer, " Beadle "
Burton. John Newton, "Jewwy" Edwards, Charles Lewis,
Timber Marchant and Robert Wilks among others. There
were approximately 50 people present, and the Chairman,
and Treasurer absent.
Trefor Williams had an operation and was not quite
fit enough to come, Jimmy Fenwick his " vice," stepped
into the most uncomfortable seat in the hall, and ably
carried out the duties from the chair, Robert Wilks depu
tising for the absent Percy Hallett. Once again. 1 have to
retain the Premium Bonds, which were, however, exhibited
to an amused audience.
Wc opened the meeting on a sad note, the assembly
rising to stand in silence in memory of Jimmy Hammond,
whose death came as a great shock to many who receive
the " Buster." Jimmy was a wholehearted member of the
Branch and was never without his P. and P. badge. Since
he joined the Branch, his badge reposed in the lapel of his
jacket and he would miss a 'bus rather than be without it.
He always said that wearing the badge would bring in
members, and he was right. It's amazing how the old White
Horse attracts the eye.
Mrs. Hammond is bearing up well, and has informed
me that as soon as she is able, she will come along to the
branch, to thank us in person for the flowers and wishes
sent by us for the funeral of her husband. Should any
reader be interested, I can always give news of the
Hammonds at an.y time.
We had one new member, Mr. Arthur Savage, son
of Jock, who served with the Regiment during the war, was
in Invicta Lines, but eventually discharged unfit. Arthur
was given our usual cordial welcome, and we hope to see
more of him as time goes by.
The Minutes were proposed and seconded, passed as
read, and the Chairman then stated that we had a visitor.
Mr. Scott, of the London Branch of The Buffs P. and P.
Association. A great welcome was accorded Mr. Scott,
who was obviously impressed by our attendance, the num
ber of old Regular Officers in addition to the local lads,
and by the conducting of the meeting. We hope to get a
member or two to pay our respects to their branch at a
meeting, and no doubt Timber Marchant will give us a
date for this in the near future.
Gen. Riddell rose to thank Mr. Scott for his remarks
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in respect of the amalgamation, and once more made it
clear, at least as 1 understood it previously, that nothing
will happen in respect of amalgamation until 1962. as we
are part of the 2nd Stage movement. Both units are hold
ing meetings from time to time to discuss all aspects of
the amalgamation and as this will alfect the serving person
nel first, we are not really concerned, in fact can tell the
authorities what to do. should there be any interference with
Past and Present Associations.
We know we will be welcomed by The Buffs—we know
they will welcome us—we have boxed against each other,
played cricket against each other in annual events for years,
it is most certain we shall get on well, when the amalgama
tion comes. Let's think about that a little later on.
There was quite a lengthy discussion on. this theme
due to the presence of Mr. Scott, who will carry with him
to his branch some good tidings, we hope, of the London
Branch of our Association. He was certainly very enthu
siastic when he spoke to me just before he left.
1 understand the Colonel of Regiment, Gen. Oliver,
has been, appointed Deputy Lieutenant of the County. More
power to his elbow, although 1 had better not tell you
what the General states is one of his main duties !
I was pleased to note Col. Paul Crook's remarks in
the Buster and hope we shall have the luck to see him during
the summer season should one of our Fridays suit him.
He could, of course, bring along Major P. R. H. Turner,
I hope they are the initials, 1 do remember him at Shorn
cliffe in 1938.
The funtion at Bromley was mentioned and it was
hoped to get at least ten members to go to their annual
"Get Together" night out. The collection and ralfle pro
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duced a most beneficial sum for the Fund and the meeting
closed.
Afterwards Alf Toms explained how difficult it is
becoming for him to exist in his present house, and the
branch is to have a further go at trying to get him into the
Royal Hospital at Chelsea. There was the usual wattle
at tihe bar afterwards, and I noticed that Col. Grant was
quite a late leaver ! ! He does enjoy his visits and we
enjoy every minute of his company. We hope his long
journey is amply compensated by the company present at
the meeting.
1 was pleased to be able to attend Bromley's " Get
Together" on the 29th March. There was quite a crowd
of the London Branch there. Mr. and Mrs. Jock Savage,
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Cox, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Page. "Busty"
and Mrs. Cannacott, Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Fenwick, John
Newton, Charles Lewis, Tom Hill, Jack Tear, Timber
Marchant, Mrs. Bruce. Robert Wilks, self. Robert Wilks
and Timber are, of course, members of both branches.
We were right royaly entertained, an extremely nice
little variety show with a touch of the old First World War
flavour about it. excellent drinks and a superb buffet. We
are most grateful, members of Bromley, and thank you
most heartily. I met Gunboat Smith, the Chairman, and
Mr. George "Iwuzz Thayre" the scribe, and we had a
cosy little ,chat. 1 met, too, Mr. Parker, an exW.O.,
R.A.S.C., 1st World War. who transferred to Tanks, served
with not only the first tanks that went into action in France,
but also in. the desert in the Second War. He was awarded
a B.E.M. and his wonderful string of medals does him great
credit. He was an able manager of the little variety show.
" Bill" Phillips, who is a member of our branch, but
mainly at Bromley, was kind enough to show me all round
the United Services Club, where the function was held.
I was most impressed with it all. and hope that in the near
future we can arrange a Home and Away Fixture with
Bromley at darts and games, using their club for both
fixtures.
It was extremely nice meeting old friends Harry Lake,
Dick and Mrs. Hales, Mr. and Mrs. Stevens, to say nothing
about new friends like Mr. Pattison, late H.L.I. He was
surprised we knew so much about his Regiment ! We had
quite a time with them at one station, in India ! For a
branch with very few members, Bromley shows how to
entertain, and I'm sure Cols. Edwards and Eason, as well
as Major Guy Weymouth must have been impressed by
the function and the way it was carried out. Full marks
to Bromley and I hope I'm there next year.
I would like to end by giving a very hearty " thank
you " to all those members of the Maidstone and London
Branches who attended the last rites at the funeral of our
old friend mentioned above. Jimmy Hammond. The branch
sent a floral tribute, as did Maidstone, and it may come
as a surprise to some that flowers were sent by Vernon
(George) Slythe. now in U.S.A.. Babs and Bob Benbow,
in addition to those who were there in person. Among
those attending the service were Lt.Col. E. S. Kerr. Lt.Col.
A. A. Eason, Messrs. A. Waterman, Haley, L. Remfrey,
H. Dumbrell, Dick Hayward, C. Cannacott, Bert Polley,
Dick Hennessy. the Standard bearer. Sgt. Scrivens, with the
Maidstone Standard, which was lowered as the coffin passed,
and Jim Saunders, a splendid tribute to one who spent such
a long time with the Regiment and was loved and respected
by all who knew him,
" The Spider."

TONBRIDGE

AND

TUNBRIDGE

WELLS

T

HE March meeting was "just the job." Our President,
LtCol. G. E. Pardington, M.B.E.. T.D., came along
for the meeting and joined in the early part of the even
ing's fun. From Edenbridge came Mr. Muggeridge and
his darts eleven, who gave a good account of themselves in
all that was going. Along also, came Mr. Vardy. President
of the Tonbridge Rugby Football Club, and a number of
other members, one of whom, Mr. Childrens, towered
above all and sundry. Finally, our very old friend. Jack
Carter, at one time before moving to Tunbridge Wells, was
the secretary of this Branch. It was nice to see him again
after such a long time.
Major N. S. C. Elmslie, in his opening remarks, wel
comed our President back from his cruise. We were all
glad that the planned airdrop did not have to be put into
effect because we (had the wrong address and what a clanger
if we had had to report " Mission Failed."
Arrangements have been made for our Branch Standard
to be present, with escort, at Catford on 27th April. We
hope that others of the Branch will also make an effort to
be present.
The next meeting was arranged and at this stage the
Chairman said it was time to adjourn for more pleasant
duties, to which we all heartily agreed.
While a number started to do battle with darts, others
repaired to the miniature range where Major Elmslie had
been able to arrange for a shoot of four members each of
three teams. The points obtained being : Tonbridge Rugby
Football Club 50. Edenbridge 49 and Tonbridge and Tun
bridge Wells 41.
Apart from these functions there was much chatter
and quite a few stories, all of them, of course. Drawing
Room (I wonder).
The evening is over, but before " Last Post," we should
not forget those who worked. Our Sergeants' Mess steward
and his wife with the eagle eye of Jack Breadon, M.B.E.,
always on the lookout for snags, as well as snacks, did
much to ensure the evening being a success. We also
extend our thanks to the Cadet Officer who took charge
of the range and to the other ranks who so ably assisted him.
T.L.S.
Subscription rates :—
Officers 91 per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d.. cost free.

DENNISS PAINE & CO. LIMITED
Contractors to H.M. Government

FOR ALL YOUR
IRONMONGERY,
COOKING RANGES & BOILERS
MAIDSTONE

TEL. 2259
and 51573

THE
QUEEN'S OWN

PAST fit PRESENT
ASSOCIATION
JULY 1911

FOUNDED

PATRON :

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCESS MARINA. DUCHESS OF KENT. C.I., G.C.V.O.. G.B.E..
ColonelinChief

The Queen s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :

LIEUTENANTGENERAL SIR WILLIAM OLIVER. K.C.B.. O.B.E.. D.L.
Colonel of

the Regiment.

CHAIRMAN :

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL H. N. EDWARDS. M.B.E.. D.L.
HON SECRETARY

& TREASURER

:

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent

Regiment. The Barracks, Maidstone.

BRANCHES :
BRANCH

Bromley
Chatham
Catford & District
Gravesend
London
Maidstone
Sevenoaks
Shorncliffe
Tonbridge and
Tunbridge Wells
6th Battalion
7th

Battalion

8th

Battalion

10th

Battalion

11th Battalion
20th (London)

CHAIRMAN

SECRETARY

DETAIL

OF

MEETINGS

Mr. A. V. Smith

. . Mr. G. H. Cockell.
Last Saturday each month. 8 p.m.. United
3 Priestfield Road. Forest Hill. S.E.23.
Service Club, Bromley.
Major H. G. Paice
Major H. M. Smith, M.B E.,
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m.. at "The
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road. Chatham.
Hare and Hounds." 340 High Street.
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 3878).
Mr. L. Clarke
Mr. F. Lawrence.
The second Friday in every month at "The
43 Kingswood Road. Penge, S.E. 20
Railway Sigaal," Devonshire Rd., Forest
Hill. S.E. 23.
Mr. Haddan
Mr. W. T. Nichols.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
9 The Bungalows, Cross Lane West.
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
Gravesend. Kent
Mr. Trefor Thomas
Mr. T. Briddock.
Last Friday each month, at "The Cran
74 Cherry Tree. Walk. West Wickham.
bourn." 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane,
Kent.
Leicester Square, W.C. 2.
Mr. H. W. Maxlow . . Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Watermen,
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m. Ser
The Barracks, Maidstone.
geants' Mess. Depot. R.W.K., Maidstome.
Capt. H. D. A. Pennels Mr. P. Whale.
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m.. Drill
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
Hall. Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
Lt.Col. I. R.Lovell
Mr. E. W. N. Elvy.
" FleursdeLys," Sandgate. Quarterly, first
235 Cheriton High Street. Folkestone.
Friday, February. May, August, Nov.
Maj. N .S. C. Elmslie . M. F. Jezard,
2 Milton Gardens. Tonbridge.
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers.
D.S.O., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens. Orpington.
Major E. Goodman . . Mr. T. Shepherd.
492 Downham Way. Bromley. Kent,

Third Wednesday of each month. T.A.
Centre, Avebury Avenue. Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
Bromley.
Reunions annually iin. March or April as
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."

Mr. Stanford.
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
10 Bramble Close. Maidstone.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
O.B.E.. M.c.
19 Chestnut Drive, Heme Bay, Kent.
Mr. J. Mingay
Mr. F W. Sales.
Meeting first
Tuesdav each month. Holly
16 Kidbrooke Grove, Blaekheath. S.E. 3.
Hedge House. Blackheath.
Mr. A. E. Buddell.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are :
Life Membership : Officers £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of : Officers, 5/. other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress.

The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.

Past and Present Association

Badges are available at a cost of 2/ to Life Members.

All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

HALLMARK
a mobile
cellar cooler
This is the ideal cooling ur.it
for cellars up to 1.500 cu. ft.
capacity, for isolated stillions
in large cellars, and. because
of its complete mobility,
for dealing with sudden temperature
emergencies.

J. & E. HALL

REFRIGERATION, LIFT

Ltd

AND ESCALATOR

ENGINEERS

DARTFORD, KENT. Tel:
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UY APPOINTMENT TO IIER MAJESTY THE QltEEN
GOLDSMITHS & CROWN JEWELLERS

AT HOME OR OVERSEAS . .
. . . wherever a soldier may be stationed
the task
part of

that

he performs becomes a

regimental history. It has been

our privilege lor many years to record
in silver each new phase ol service life,
preserving

with

carefully

produced

models, the memory ol past events.
l;rom drawings and photographs the
wax

figure,

built

up,

shown

sweat

left,

pains

is

being

carefully
taken

to

e n s u r e that each detail is c o r r e c t . It is
from this wax figure that the attractive
and accurate statuette, shown right, is
linallv made.
Statuettes

modelled

In

our

own

artists may he supplied to your require
ments. The Military department at '112'
w ill he happy t o assist you in vourchoice.

GARRARD & CO. LTD.
Crown Jewellers
formerly THE GOLDSMITHS & SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
T h e White Horse of Kent with motto "Invicta."
"Vimicra," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Or'thes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 100002" "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914. '17" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, T8." "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Poziers,"
"Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18." "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy." "Pilckem," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passcliendaele," "Cambrai,
1917, '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bpaume,
1918," "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai." "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418." "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell ' Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
"Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of Escaut," "Foret do Nieppe," " N o r t h  W e s t E u r o p e , 1 9 4 0 , " "Alam el Haifa," " E l A l a m e i n , "
"Djebel Aboid," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjoz Plain," "Longstop Hill, 1943," "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa, 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily, 1943," "Termoli," "San Salvo," "Sangro," "Romagnoli," "Impossible
Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Gassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley,' "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo," "Advance to
Florence," "Monte Scalari," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridge head," "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro," "Senio,"
"Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabil," "Mayu Tunnels,"
"Defence of Kohima" "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver. K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

Battalions :

British Forces Post Oifice 53.

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the
Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
C o l o n e l  i n  C h i e f : H . R . H . T h e D u c h e s s o f K e n t , C . I . , G.C.V.O., G.B.E
L i e i / t e n a n t  G e n e r a l S i r W i l l i a m O l i v e r , K.C.B., O.B.E., D . L .

REGULAR

OFFICERS

SHORT

SERVICE

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS

Names
Buckle, P. C. M.
F l i n t , A . J . M . , M.B.E,

Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.

COMMISSIONS

MAJORS

Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W.
T h o r n t o n , A . S . , M.B.E.
Duffield, G. W

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
R.B.D., B r i t i s h A r m y P o s t O f f i c e , 5
W e l f a r e O f f i c e r , M . P . a n d D.B.,
Shepton Mallet
G . H . Q . , M.E.L.F.

Marsh, H. W
MAJORS

Read, M. R., M.C. . .
G r o v e , M . R . L., M . C .
Bailey, J. D. B
A r c h e r , M . G . AA., M . C
Rickcord M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K
G w i l l i a m , D. H . , M.B.E.
Faulkner, D. 0
Brock, J. H
Manners, D. C. J
W a r i n g , H. B. H
Eason, J. A., T.D
Elgood, P. N
C r u m p l i n , W . C . D.
Weymouth, G. U., M.B
Dover, V., M.C
Willis, C . F „ M.B.E., T . D
Roper, I. H., M.C. . .
Scull, D. S
M o n c k t o n , D., M . C . , T . D
M a c m i l l a n , I.. A . . . .
W o o d m a n , E. G . , M . C .
A m b r o s e , W . G. R . .
Ruffell, D
B l u m , D. E
Franklin, A. W

H.Q. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
War Office
War Office
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
H.Q. Western Comd.
M.D.C., T . C . , M i l l o m .
War Office.
(Bt. Lt.Col.) H.Q., Rhine Dist.
4 / 5 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Junior Leaders' Bn.
H.Q., N o r t h e r n C o m d .
1 R.W.K.
D e p o t , R.W.K.
War Office.
2 Ghana.
4 Malay.
G.L. Sec., Hong Kong.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
2 Fed. Inf. Bde.
R.M.C.S., S h r i v e n h a m .
2 Ghanc
5 Malay.
H.Q., 70 Inf. Bde.

CAPTAINS

I I K.A.R.
S.P. Establishment.
A.S. o f M . T . , B o r d o n ( I n s t . ) .
H Q., 2 T.A.F.
(T./Maj.) A.S.P.T.

R u s s e l l , H. C „ M . C . , D . C . M .
Fi'fzpatrick, J. N
M a n n e r i n g , L. A
Dinsdale, J. W
Beaumont, S. H

LIEUTENANTS

(A/Capt.)
1 E. S u r r e y .
I RW.K.
Depot Holdee.
Joint Services Air Grouping Centre,
att. 1 Green Howards.

H a l s a l l , A . C . L.
T i z a r d , L. A . S . .
Gibbs, W. J. . . .
Furionger, B. . . .
Hallidie, N. A. .

2nd

LIEUTENANTS

Colegate, T. K
Clinch, M. J

1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTERS

C o o k , E. S „ M.B.E
Hunt, W. G

( M a j . ) 6 K.A.R.
(Capt.) att. H.Q., Rhine Dist.

CAPTAINS

Winstanley, R. G.
A b p l a n a l p , V. C .
O s b o r n e , E. C . S .
Shearburn, S. R. O'R
Tugweil, M. A. J.
Clarke, C. S
C a m p b e l l , D. P . I. . . .
Nicholls, R. W. G., M
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S
Goodwin, P. J
Norton, J. D
Lygo, J. R
B e a l e , K. S . , M . C .
Stock, P. R
Leigh, P. S., M.C. . . .
H o w l e t t , G. H . W . , M C .
Woolstencroft, D. H.
Craven, C. E
Neve, R. W., M.C. .

Depot Holdee.
Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
( T / M a j o r ) H.Q., C y p r u s D i s t .
1 RW.K.
Depot Holdee.
I 2 Liason Fit. A.A.C.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
4 / 5 R.W.K.
Att. Int. Corps.
4 Malay.
(T/Major) 3 Para.
2 Malay.
2 Nigeria.
M o n s O.C.S.
2 Ghana.
1 ( N Y ) Bn., K . A . R .
1 R.W.K.

LIEUTENANTS

Wood, W. R . . . .
Tarver, C. L. . . .
Newall, M. R. M.
Pybus,, I. D. . . .
Heatly, A. F. . . .
Durtnell, R. J. .
Taylor, E. A. . . .
B u t l e r , C . D. B. .
Langhorne, J. . . .
Hiscock, P
C l e a v e r , G . F. .
Smith, M. J. . . .

Fed. Malaya Mil. Forces.
1 R.W.K.
(T/Capt.) 3 Para.
3 Para.
3 Para.
1 R.W.K.
i R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
RW.K.
R.M.C.S., S h r i v e n h a m .
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.

2nd LIEUTENANTS

Champion, C. G
Pearce, N. C

4th/5th

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel : Brigadier

H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL

W a r i n g , A . R. H . , T . D .
MAJORS

Brock, J. H. (Trg. Major).
M e y r i c k , K. C „ T . D . ( 2 I.C.).
Coath, T. C.
Bobby, F. J.

W o o d , D. W . J . , T . D .
L a r g e , J . L.
Marchant, P. N.
Pennells, H. D. A.

CAPTAINS

Goodwin, P. J. (Adjt.).
CalverJones, J.
N e w m a n , B. J .
Duggan, H. R.
Innes, C. A.

O g i l v i e , J . B.
Robson, T. J. R.
B a r l a s , J . A . , R . A . M . C . (T.A.) R.M.O.
Clemence, M. J.
W a t s o n , K. E.
LIEUTENANTS

S m i t h , J . C . C. J .
George, P. M. J.
Turner, D. M.
Y o u n g , R. N .
M a w , N . N . G.
P e r g r i f t , G . E.
D a y , B. E.
F r a s e r , C . G.
Nyren, M. V.
MorleyJacob, P. J.
P a r k e r , P . K.

] R w .K.
1 R W.K.

H o r t o n , R. J .
MacLachlan, S.
G r e g o r y , M . K.
Sutton, J. D.
P a r s l o w , G . E.
Cyster, P. L.
B u r r e l l , G. K .
C u r t i s , D. R .
C a n n e l l , K.
G i l b e r t , R. P . , R . A . P . C . ( T . A . ) .
QUARTERMASTER

H o g g a r t , E. J . W . ( L t . ) .
QUARTERMASTERS

S i v e r s , A . E., M.B.E., M . M
B l a k e , A . G . , M.B.E.
Stephens, S. V
G r u b b , J . E., AA.B.E.
H o g g a r t , E. J . W .

(Maj.) Depot, R.W.K.
(Maj.) 1 R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot Holdee.
(L't.) 1 R . W . K .
(Lt.) 4 / 5 R.W.K.

NATIONAL

SERVICE
LIEUTENANTS

Sco'tt, P. M.

OFFICERS

20th ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERVICE PARADE, 27th JULY, 1958
10.45 a.m.—Standard Bearers' Competition

T

HE Standard Bearers' Competition will take place at
10.45 on the Square. Points will be allotted for the
cleanliness of equipment and Standard Bearer Drill.
Last year's winner was the Tonbridge and Tunbridge
Wells Branch.

11.07 a.m.—Parade
All ranks will form up in close column of Bns., in
facing South.
Officers will parade with their respective Units.
Senior Officer will take command.
Members who have served in more than one
decide with which Unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding the Regimental Depot
Command the parade.

line
The
will
will

11.25 a.m.—March Off
The Parade, headed by the band, will move in
column of route, via Sandling Road, Week Street, High
Street, Mill Street to All Saints' Church.
11.40 a.m.—Arrival at Church
On arrival at Church, Standard Bearers, Depot 2nd
Bn., 5th Bn., 7th Bn., 11th Bn. and Home Guard will enter
the Church by the North Entrance and will be conducted to
their seats on that side of the Church. The remaining Units
will enter the Church by the South entrance and will occupy
seats on that side of the Church.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone, and members
of the Corporation, will be attending the Service.
Branch standard bearers will form up in pairs in the
North porch, leaving room for the Mayor's Procession, and
will move up to the Altar, where the Vicar will receive the
Standards and place them near the Altar.
Standards will be returned to the bearers in reverse
order on completion of the Service.
Front seats will be reserved for the Mayor of Maid
stone, members of the council, for ladies and officers in
uniform.
Ladies wishing to attend the service at All Saints'
Church should proceed independently.
Parade Outside Church in Mill Street
After the service, members are requested to leave the
Church beginning from the front pew, and return to Mill
Street by the same route as they entered.
The Band and markers will be in position in Mill
Street, and Units will form up in column of "threes" in
reverse order of march facing High Street.
March Off
Route : Mill Street, High Street, Pudding
Museum Street, and then to Brenchley Gardens.

Lane,

On arrival at Brenchley Gardens, the Parade will be
led by guides to form close column, facing the Regimental
Cenotaph. Units will halt and turn inwards in "threes" and
stand at ease.
The Worshipful The Mayor of Maidstone and
members of the Corporation will be in attendance.
The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will call
the Parade to "Attention," the Regimental Padre will give
the Exhortation, the "Last Post" will be sounded and a two
minute silence observed, followed by "Reveille." Wreaths
will then be laid on the Cenotaph.
At the conclusion of the Service, Units will march off
led by a guide, to Station Road, where the Band will be
formed up ready to return to Barracks via Sandling Road.
March Past
On arrival in Barracks, the Colonel of the Regiment
will take the Salute on the Barracks' Square at the n.ear
corner of the Officers' Mess.
Standard Bearers, less their escort will form up on
either side of the Saluting Base.
The Officer Commanding each Bn. will give the com
mand, "Eyes Right," and he alone will salute or remove
his headdress.
Meals
Lunch will be provided in the New Gymnasium, at a
cost of six shillings and sixpence per head. A buffet
lunch will be available in the N.A.A.F.I, for those not
requiring a set lunch. Members are requested to notify
their requirements to their local Branch Representatives, or
tickets may also be obtained on application to: The Hon.
Secretary, Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, the Barracks, Maidstone. Cash
must accompany the order.
The Committee of the Past and Present Association
decided at their Annual General Meeting to limit the
number of lunch tickets this year to 180.
No lunch tickets will be available for sale after
Monday, 21st July.
TEA—A buffet tea will be available from 3.30 p.m.
This will be served in tents on the Back Field.
Amusements
Shooting—The InterBranch Small Bore Rifle Com
petition on the 25 yards open range (in rear of the miniature
range) will begin at 3 p.m.
Branch teams to consist of four men. Ten rounds
each will be fired on the "Roberts" target, two sighters will
be allowed. Entrance fee: one shilling per team.
The Challenge Cup, presented by the Depot, will be
awarded to the winning team. The present holders are the
Maidstone Branch.
A P.T. Display will be given during the afternoon by
the Recruits of the Depot.
Children's Races—These will be organised during the
course of the afternoon.
Sideshows—are being run by Branches.
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Social and Personal

T

HE address of the Colonel of the Regiment as shown in
the April issue of the Queen's Own Gazette should be
amended to read: —
Quintain House,
Offham,
West Mailing, Kent.
*
*
*
*
We offer congratulations to the 1st Battalion on win
ning the Machine Gun Cup for overseas units and on being
fourth in the Armywide Competition.
The cup was allotted a place of honour during the
Regimental Dinner on the 9th May and is now in safe
keeping at the Depot awaiting transit to Cyprus.
*

*

*

*

We offer congratulations, also, to the recruits at the
Depot who defeated the Buffs recruits at Canterbury and
brought back the Hardy Boxing Cup to Maidstone after a
considerable number of years.
*

*

*

*

We extend our condolences to our sister Regiment,
The Bull's (Royal East Kent Regiment) on their recently
sustained casualties in the Aden Protectorate.
*
*
*
*
The Regimental Dinner at the United Service Club on
the 9th May will be fully reported in the June issue of the
Regimental Gazette.
*

*

*

*

The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the
following Regimental Journals and Magazines: —
The Dragon, Globe and Laurel, Tank, Snapper,
R.A.O.C. Gazette, British Legion Journal, Empire and
Commonwealth, Journal of East Surrey Regt.

*
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
May 31—June 14 — Territorial Army Camp, Barry, near
Dundee, Scotland.
June 21 —Territorial Army Jubilee Service in Westminster
Abbey.
June 22 — Territorial Army Royal Review in Hyde Park.
June 29 — Cricket — Past and Present v. Depot at Maid
stone.
July

5 — 4th/5th Battalion Jubilee Celebration Parade at
Maidstone.

July

6 — Kent Territorial Army Parade and Jubilee Cele
bration Service in Canterbury Cathedral.
July 11 — Regimental Golf Meeting at Wrotham Heath.
July 12 — Golf—Queen's Own v. The Buffs at The Wilder
ness, Sevenoaks.
July 23, 24, 26 and 28 — Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 27 — XXth Annual Reunion at The Barracks, Maid
stone.
Sept. 20 — Annual Social Gathering at Maidstone.

The premier social occasion this month was the Regi
mental Dinner which was held at The United Service Club,
Pall Mall., on Friday, 9th May, 1958. The Regiment was
honoured by the presence of our ColonelinChief, Her
Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent.
The Colonel of the Regiment presided and the follow
ing Guests were in attendance: —
Colonel The Right Hon. Lord Cornwallis, Her
Majesty's Lieutenant of the County of Kent.
Brigadier J. G. Nicholson, Deputy Colonel of The
Buffs.
Major F. dc R. Morgan, O.C. Depot The Buffs.
A. P. Hay, Esq., Comptroller to the Household of
H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent.
Lady Constance MilnesGaskell, Lady in Waiting to
H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent.
*

*

*

*

The "Hatch. Match and Despatch" Column it will be
noted contains notification of the arrival of Major Derek
Scull's son. In a covering note informing us of the arrival
cl the heir Major Scull states "we are hoping to see Briga
dier A. R. Fyler in these parts ere long."
Major Scull is serving in Hong Kong.
*

*

*

*

Major Franklin is the author of an interesting letter
received as we go to Press, in which he threatens legal
proceedings if we quote his notes. In the circumstances,
in order that we may not fail at our peril, we will simply
say he is in Kenya, doing nicely and likes his job.
We owe him our gratitude for keeping us on the
straight and narrow in the compilation of the Officers' page.
*
*
*
*
Lt.Col. Henry Lovell has drawn our attention to the
location of a Mrs. Dorrell, an octogenarian, whose husband
was a Serjeant in our Regiment and served in the Boer and
1st Great Wars.
Mrs. Dorrell has now no relatives or friends and is
exceedingly lonely and would welcome a visit from anyone
connected with the Regiment. We commend her case to the
London Branch of the Regimental Association and hope
that someone from that Branch may be able to call and
cheer her up. Her address is:—Ward H. 9 and 10,
Luxborough Lodge, Marylebone Road, London.
We are grateful to Col. Lovell for the information
given.
*

*

*

*

The Colonel of the Regiment has had a letter from
Lt.Col. (Kip) Keenlyside who is now at Lilongwe, Nyasa
land (P.O. Box 193), in which he states he has met many
old friends including some members of the Regiment.
He slates there is a 9hoIe golf course at Lilongwe and
that at a recent mixed competition Jean (Mrs. Kip) and
he were awarded the booby prize. (Who'd a thought it?).
We wish him and Mrs. Keenlyside a successful sojourn
in Nyasaland.
*

*

*

*

We offer our sympathy to Major Jimenez, who is on
the sick list and consequently was unable to be present at
the Regimenal Dinner, much to his disappointment. We
wish him a speedy return to good health.
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Major (Taney) Leigh called in at R.H.Q. recently to
find out the address of Hooky Walker who was reported
to be ill. Hooky was his S.M. when serving and a bond of
affection existed between the two. We l(opc that Mr.
Walker is alright again and thank Major Leigh for his visit.
*

*

*

*

Major H. A. Macmillan and Captain Scouller visited us
on their return from Cyprus. Both of them are now entitled
to add to their signatures "Gentleman retired."
We offer them our very best wishes for good jobs and
handsome salaries in their new environment.
*

*

*

*

Major (Bob) Moss writes: "How jolly glad I was to
see that Heatly played hockey for the Army in their repre
sentative matches. I wonder if I am right in thinking that
only three members of the Regiment have achieved this
honour since 1930. Bandsman Ellis certainly played goal
for the Army. 1 think Manners may have been capped, or
was he cheated by the War? Knatchbull certainly played
for the Aldershot Command at a time when they were very
strong and packed with those Irish internationals, Cork,
Parsloe, etc., from the Hibernian School, Dublin; but I
don't think he ever played for the Army in a Representa
tive match".
*

*

*

*

Visitors! Seeing that over a hundred stalwarts
attended the Regimental Dinner it would be invidious to
select names for insertion under this heading so instead we
will say we were pleased to see you all there and hope you
will come again.
Without mentioning names we are envious of those
members with tanned faces who were just back from
abroad. You lucky people!
*

*

*

*

Many visitors to Regimental Headquarters will be sur
prised to see "Paddy" Mullen back in the Clerk's office.
The "Powers that be" decided that Mr. Donald Waterman
must fulfil his role "Clerical Officer" and posted him to
Invicta Lines. We were instructed to obtain a replacement
from the local Labour Exchange.
We are more than grateful to Paddy for stepping into
the breach. He is reputed to have said when asked if he
would help us out "I'll pay you to let me come back."

AT YOUR SERVICE

AT ALL TIMES
FOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Headquarters,
British Army of the Rhine,
British Forces Post Office 40.
1st May, 1958.
Dear Editor,
I was terribly sorry to read of Jimmy Hammond's
death in the Q.O.G. and 1 am writing to endorse Bruce's
remarks if, indeed, they require any endorement.
Jimmy Hammond was my first permanent Platoon
Sergeant in the 1st Bn. I joined "C " Coy., as a lew may
remember, at St. Thomas's Mount, Madras, in 1928, just
prior to the celebrated Gooty and Bangalore march.
Hammond was away at the time, but rejoined in Bangalore
as Platoon Sergeant of No. 12 Platoon.
As may be imagined, he was a real tower of strength
to a very green young subaltern. His quiet "You really
can't do that, you know, Sir " or " This is what you must
do " must have saved me many a " raspberry while at the
same time bringing me up on the " right lines.'
I had the honour to command 12 Platoon for nearly
four years. With Hammond as the Platoon Sergeant lor a
lot of that time (till he became C.S.M. of "C" Coy.),
backed by such stalwarts as Hayward (then a Corporal
Section Commander), Can.nacott (the Lewisgunner) and, for
a time, Bonwick (also a Section Commander), the platoon
could not be anything else than the best in the battalion,
both at work and play, even despite its commander ! We
certainly won most of the interplatoon, sporting activities
during that time. 1929 was, I think, a particularly success
ful year, as we won the hockey and crosscountry Walter
Locke trophies and 1 have the photographs now with
Hammond sitting beside me. looking very much the same
as when I last saw him a year or two ago.
1 always considered Hammond as one ol my oldest
friends im the Regiment and we never failed to have a talk
and. more often than not. a drink when we met in after
years. There were some notable occasions and I remem
ber in particular getting together with him after the C risford
wedding at Shorncliffe and during a very senior N.C.O.'s
course which I ran, on the downs overlooking Folkestone
just before the war.
Jimmy Hammond was, in my opinion, the finest type of
Queen's Own Soldier—always calm and cheerful, whatever
the crisis, and a wonderful example to both oilicers and
men. He was a real sportsman and a real gentleman and
he is a great loss to the Regiment and to his friends.
Yours faithfully,
DENNIS TALBOT.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Lambert Weston 8L Son Ltd.
106, SANDGATE ROAD,
FOLKESTONE
Tel. 3037
Specialists in—
PORTRAITURE  COMMERCIAL  PRESS 
MILITARY PHOTOGRAPHY

Dear Colonel Eason,
My daughter and 1 would like to thank you so much
for your kind letter of sympathy and would ask you to
convey our thanks to the members of the Past and Present
Association, Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, loi
the beautiful flowers that were sent.
Yours sincerely,
MARJORIE LOVELESS.
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THE BATTLE HONOURS OF THE QUEEN'S OWN
HILL 60 —April to May, 1915

T

HE Battle Honour "Hill 60" was won by the 1st
Battlaion during the Great War of 19141918.
During the winter of 191415 the British and French
had resisted German efforts to reach the Channel Ports.
Early in April, 1915, the British Expeditionary Force took
over from the French five miles of front to the southeast
of Ypres. This relief was carried out gradually by the 2nd
Corps, under General Sir H. L. SmithDorrien. One of
the Divisions in the Corps was the 5th. In its 13th Brigade
were the 1st Battalion (LieutenantColonel P. M. Robinson,
C.M.G.), the 2nd King's Own Scottish Borderers, and the
2nd Duke of Wellington's Regiment.
A heavy bombardment of Ypres by the Germans then
began. By April, 21, the shops and cafes were closing;
the inhabitants were leaving. The Cloth Hall and other
buildings occupied by the troops had to be evacuated.
Meanwhile Hill 60 had become the scene of heavy fighting.
Hill 60 was an eminence lying between Zwarteleen
village and the Comines—Ypres railway. It was an arti
ficial mound formed by the earth excavated from a railway
cutting nearby. There were two other spoil heaps. One
was "The Caterpillar," on the opposite side of the railway,
and so named from its long, irregular shape. The other
was "The Dump." a conical heap west of the Caterpillar.
Hill 60 was of considerable military importance because it
provided allround observation for artillery, lt had been
captured by the Germans from the French in December,
1914. An attempt was now made to regain it.
The
13th
Brigade
(BrigadierGeneral
Wanless
O'Gowan) was selected to make the attack. The operation
was carefully rehearsed during a period of rest. On the
night of April 16th the brigade took over part of the line
opposite the mound without attracting the enemy's atten
tion. The 1st Battalion and the K.O.S.B. were in the
front line, with The Duke of Wellingtons in support.
The party detailed for the assault consisted of C Company
The Queen's Own (Captain E. F. MoultonBarrett) and
some Royal Engineers. Two companies of the Borderers
were to follow as a working party. Major J. F. Joslin, of
The Queen's Own, was in command of the attack.
April 17th passed quietly. As evening approached
there was complete stillness. Suddenly, at 7.5 p.m., five
mines were exploded and seventy guns opened fire on all
the approaches to Hill 60. C Company climbed from the
trenches and rushed forward. In two minutes they reached
the top of the slope and fell upon those Germans who had
survived the explosions. The surprise was complete. Some
of the enemy were bayonetted. Twenty were taken
prisoner. Many of those who tried to escape were shot
down by Sgt. W. G. Fisher's machine gun. The mound was
seized with only seven, casualties on the British side. The
working party from the K.O.S.B. and "B" Coy. The
Queen's Own (2/Lt. E. B. Walker) then went forward.
Fifteen minutes after the assault Major Joslin reported that
he was consolidating.
To hold the mound was another matter, for the
Germans were sure to launch a counterattack. At first,
the enemy guns shelled the railway cutting and the British
batteries—but not Hill 60. The troops on the mound had
nearly five hours in which to consolidate. They put the

craters, formed by the explosions, into a state of defence
and began to dig communication trenches. By 9 p.m. the
two companies of The Queen's Own and four machine
guns were ready. By midnight the position was firmly
established.
Soon after midnight The King's Own Scottish
Borderers began to relieve " B " and " C " Coys. Before
the relief could be completed the Germans pressed forward
from the railway cutting. At the same time Hill 60 came
under hostile artillery fire.
The enemy infantry then
delivered three desperate counterattacks. They rushed
forward in great waves. Some individuals reached the
parapet, but the garrison held on resolutely. There was
handtohand fighting round the craters. Casualties became
heavy, and many of the wounded were hit again as they
were carried back to the First Aid Post. Just as Major
Joslin was handing over command on, the mound, he was
killed by a bullet.
When the K.O.S.B. had completed the relief, " A"
Coy. (Capt. R. LynchWhite) and " D " Coy. (Capt. C. T.
Tuff) were placed in readiness to support them. At 4.30
a.m. the Germans launched a further determined counter
attack, and these companies were sent up to reinforce the
Borderers. Several officers fell, among them Capt. Tuff.
From one of the craters 2/Lt. H. S. Doe's platoon kept
the Germans at a distance with rapid fire until their rifles
became overheated. Sgt. W. Markham directed the fire
of his platoon with great coolness. Sgt. C. Young picked
up German grenades and threw them back at the enemy.
Sgts. G. Botting, J. Rabbitt and E. Weston and Pte. J.
Hissey were also conspicuous for their gallantry. Gradually
the defenders, enfiladed by enemy machinegun fire from the
Caterpillar, were forced to abandon the crest of the mound
near the railway cutting. But when, at 8.30 a.m., the Duke
of Wellington's relieved the remnants of " A " and " D "
Coys, and the K.O.S.B.. the defence was still intact.
Very heavy fighting continued for Hill 60 until April
21st. On that day, to distract enemy attention from the
mound, the 2nd Corps ostentatiously carried out prepara
tions for a ieint attack. On the 22nd, interest was diverted
from the hill by the first German, gas attack, which was,
in fact, the opening phase of the Second Battle of Ypres.
Hill 60 was finally lost by the British on May 5th, partly
because of enfilade fire from the Caterpillar, but mainly
because of repeated gas attacks. Altogether the struggle
for the mound cost the British 100 officers and 3.000 men.
The attack and defence of Hill 60 have been described
as " among the finest exploits performed by British troops."
During the operations, the 1st Bn,. had seven officers killed
and four wounded; casualties among the rank and file
exceeded 300. Capt. MoultonBarrett and 2/Lt. Doe
received the M.C., and Sgts. Markham and Young the
D.C.M. Five others of The Queen's Own were awarded
the M.M.
H.D.C.
Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
" The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS

OBITUARY

Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
Lt.Col. G. G. Elliott, D.S.O. (45027) (Emp. List (1)
(late R.W.K.) having exceeded retiring age is placed on re
tired pay 7th May, 1958, and is granted the hon. rank of
Col. (Reserve liability).
Maj. H. A. Macmillan (300374) retires on retired pay
23rd April. 1958 (Reserve liability).
Lt.Col. B. E. Hazelton, D.S.O.. M.C. (52666) Emp.
List (1) (late R.W.K.) retires on retired pay 30th April,
1958 (Reserve liability).
Maj. (Provisional) D. Ruffell (333662) to be Maj. 14th
July, 1957.
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List
2nd/Lt. W. G. Calcutt (449132) to be Lt. 7th April.
1958.
2nd/Lt. P. S. Blunt (450184) from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List to be 2nd/Lt. 12th February, 1958, with seniority 22nd
September, 1956.
Lt. S. B. Cooper (444945) from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List to be Lt. 7th April, 1958. with seniority 28th June, 1957.
2nd/Lt. S. G. Hoare (450348) from Reg. Army Nat.
Serv. List to be 2nd/Lt. 26th February, 1958, with seniority
6th October, 1956.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
National Service List
2nd/Lt. R. D. Wallace (450528) from Reg. Army Nat.
Serv. List to be 2nd/Lt. 12th February, 1958. with seniority
6th October, 1956.
Territorial Army Reserve of Officers
Lt. A. A. Kinch (436683) from Active List to be Lt.
10th December, 1957, retaining his present seniority.

REGIMENTAL

D

MUSEUM

URING the winter months the curator has been kept
busy overhauling the exhibits in the Regimental
Museum. The jobs are numerous but most interesting, re
lining, recasing and naming medals, the printing of descrip
tive cards for exhibits in showcases, the cleaning and pre
serving of uniforms, etc., etc.
Many of our visitors, and especially past and present
members of the Regiment, are most anxious to know what
will happen to our museum on the amalgamation of the
Queen's Own with the Buffs, the answer is—the Regimental
Museum will remain in Maidstone. Most excellent accom
modation with security, which is most important, has been
offered to the Regiment; however, more about this when
we get the order to move from Barracks which will not be
for a long time yet.
Our grateful thanks to the following kind people for
their gifts to the museum: —
Major A. J. Jimenez, M.C., (11th Lewisham Bn.)—
Two Framed Pictures: (I) "Spoil Bank, Ypres, 1917." (2)
"The Dammstrasse," Battle of Messine Ridge, 7th June,
1917.
Mr. R. H. C. Heard (exSgt. R.W.K.)—Photograph:
F. Coy. Indian Army Cadets 13 I.T.C., 1945.
R.L.

MAJOR E. B. LOVELESS, T.D.
It is with great regret that I heard of the sudden death
in April of Major Edwin Basil Loveless, who served for
many years in the 5th Battalion until the end of World
War 11.
He was commissioned into the 5th Battalion in 1925
and in due course became a Vickers Gunner commanding
the M.G. platoon until he was appointed to command "B"
Company at Penge. He was a most popular Company
Commander and had great success in the difficult prewar
years. He became secondincommand of the Battalion in
1939.
He served with the 5th Battalion in France and
Belgium in 1940 and in 1942 he was appointed secondin
command and Training Officer of 13 I.T.C. at Maidstone,
where his great gifts of organisation impressed, everyone
who came in contact with him.
Later he became an Instructor at an Officer Cadet
Training Unit before taking part in the final defeat of Ger
many in N.W. Europe.
After the War he returned to the Bank of England
where at the time of his death he was an Assistant Principal.
Basil Loveless was a man of immense integrity, loyalty
and firmness of character, yet with one of the calmest
temperaments I have ever come across. I cannot ever
remember seeing him angry or even ruffled. All who knew
him will mourn his sudden passing and we, his friends, his
Regiment, and indeed, his Country, can ill afford to lose
him.
To his widow and daughter we extend the deepest
sympathy of those who knew and served with him.
G.B.K.
4

—

ST. GEORGE'S MEMORIAL CHURCH,
YPRES

T

HE Patronal Festival and Thanksgiving Service was held
on Sunday, the 20th April last. The Lord Bishop of
Birmingham gave the address and Lessons were read by
BrigadierGeneral C. S. Vale, C.B.E., M.C., of the Imperial
War Graves Commission, and Mr. L. W. Dawson, Hon.
Secretary of the Friends of St. George's Memorial Church,
Ypres. During the service the latter laid a wreath on
behalf of the Queen's Own Past and Present Association
at the foot of the Regimental Memorial Banner.
The Standards of the Ypres and the West Wickham,
Branches of the British Legion were presented and laid on
the Altar during the service.
There was a large congregation, including a party of
twentyfive " Friends " from this side of the channel and the
collection was for the Endowment Fund.
The " Friends of St. George's Church, Ypres " is now
firmly established and number over 500 and nearly £1,900
has been collected towards the Endowment Fund. The
cost of administration is covered by the income from Invest
ments and as the Hon. Officers give their services, the charge
is very small.
Readers of the Queen's Own Gazette are asked to write
for a copy of the Brochure to Mr. L. W. Dawson, 19,
Chestnut Drive, Heme Bay, Kent.
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS
ENGAGEMENT
WHITE—GWYNNE—The engagement is announced be
tween Maj. Mark Barrett Haydon White, Irish Guards,
son of Major Basil White, D.S.O. (late The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment) and Mrs. White, of
Billing Ashes, West Mailing, Kent, and June, only
daughter of the late Lt.Col. David Gwynne and Mrs.
Gwynne, of Trevecca Fawr, Breconshire.
MARRIAGE
DODSON—PALMER—The marriage took place at St.
Paul's Church, Nicosia, Cyprus, on the 7th April, 1958,
of Capt. K. Dodson, The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, to Miss J. S. (Sue) Palmer, younger
daughter of the late Col. V. S. Palmer, The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
BIRTHS
SCULL—On, 28th April, 1958. at the British Military Hospi
tal, Hong Kong, to Joan (nee Taylor), wife of Maj. D.
S. Scull. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
R.A.F. Station, Kai Tak. B.F.P.O. No. I—a son.
EASTON—On 16th April, 1958, at Maidstone, to Sybil (nee
Pond), wife of Terence Ross Easton, a son (Paul Ross).
DEATHS
RIPPON—The death took place at his home at Wrotham
Heath on 26th April. 1958, of Major F. W. G. Rippon,
late The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
LLOYD—The death took place at Woolwich on 12th April.
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1958, of Thomas James Lloyd, late No. 6718, The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
ROUSE—The death look place at Saltwood on 2nd April,
1958, of Richard Rouse (the oldest member of the
Shorncliffe Branch of The Queen's Own Past and
Present Association).
FARROW—The death took place at his home in South
Ealing on April 17th, 1958. of Mr. J. Farrow, late of
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
We extend our sympathy to the relatives of the deceased

TERRITORIAL ARMY JUBILEE
The County of Kent Celebrations
Saturday and Sunday, 5th and 6th July, 1958
Saturday, 5th July
Jubilee Parade of the 4th/5th Bn. The Queen's Own,
(T.A.) together with detachments of 1st and 2nd A.C.F.
Bus. The Queen's Own.
1430 hrs.—Parade and Inspection by the Colonel of the
Regiment.
1530 hrs.—Drumhead Service before the Regimental
War Memorial, Brenchley Gardens.
1600 hrs.—The Salute will be taken by the Colonel of
the Regiment on return to Barracks.
Their Worships the Mayors of Maidstone, Royal
Tunbridge Wells. Bromley and Beckenham and the Chair
men of the Urban District Councils of Tonbridge, Seven
oaks. Orpington and Penge have been invited to attend the
Parade.
1615 hrs—Tea will be served on the Back Field.
By kind permission of I.t.Col. M. Forester, D.S.O.,
M.C., the Band of 3rd Bn. the Parachute Rgt. will take
part in the parade and play during tea.
All members of the Past and Present Association are
cordially invited to be present at the Parade and take tea
with members of the 4th/5th Bn. and their families.
Tickets for tea, price 2s. 6d., may be obtained through
Branch Secretaries, or direct from H.Q. 4th/5th Bn., T.A.
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
Sunday, 6th July
Jubilee Parade of all T.A. Units in the County of Kent.
1300 hrs.—Parade at Wemyss Barracks, Canterbury.
1430 hrs.—Jubilee Service at Canterbury Cathedral.
March past at Lady Wootton's Green after the Service.
H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent will take the Salute.
All members of the Past and Present Association and
particularly former members of the Volunteer Forces and
the T.A. are cordially invited to attend the Parade, and, if
they wish, to march past with their serving comrades after
the Service. The parade of Old Comrades will be Com
manded by Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., J.P.
Tickets for the Cathedral Service may be had through
Branch Secretaries or by application to H.Q. 4th/5th Bn.,
T.A. Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge. As seats for the
service are limited preference in the allotment of tickets will
be given to members with previous T.A. Service.
If you want tickets for the Parade at Maidstone or the
Service at Canterbury, please apply early. CLOSING
DATE TUESDAY, 17th JUNE.
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NEUTRAL, MY FOOT!
By Major A. G. Jones, M.C., South Wales Borderers
(This article lias been republished by the courtesy of the Joint Services Staff Gazette).

1

AM now in a position to inform Mr. Spencer Chapman
that the title of his deservedly popular book is, to
borrow a phrase from another context, bunk. The jungle,
Mr. C., is about as neutral as Mr. Krushchev.
The esoteric occupation of chasing bandits in wooded
country is one reserved almost exclusively for that branch
of the Services referred to irrelevently as "beetlecrushers."
It is true that the Royal Air Force from time to time
delivers a stupefying aerial bombardment which liquidates
a terrorist encampment and simultaneously reduces our own
unfortunate infantry to a jelly of fear. Naval units in the
Straits of Malacca have occasionally hurled high explosive
into the trees of Johore with dramatic effect. There is,
indeed, a story, without doubt apocryphal, but well beloved
in, army messes, of a frigate which invited a local rubber
planter on board for a cruise and then, as a result of a
garbled map reference, shelled his estate for half an hour
while he looked on speechless with gin and disbelief.
For the most part, however, it is an infantryman's war
and it is from that point of view that I propose to refute
Mr. Chapman's bald and provocative statement that the
jungle is neutral.
When 1 arrived in Malaya, with the advance party of
my regiment, we were promptly consigned to a Training
Centre, the object of which is to organise ageing field
officers into patrols, usually under the command of a
malevolent and vindictive corporal, and to send them on a
series of "Jungle Exercises." Let no one fall into the
error of thinking that these " exercises " are in any way
akin to the decorous manoeuvres carried out on the plains
of Westphalia or Salisbury.
One evening we were paraded by our corporal and
" briefed " for the first exercise, which was to take the form
of a compass march in thick jungle. Presiding over this
briefing was an Australian sergeant of heroic proportions,
who supervised the proceedings with a sardonic smile. The
sergeant represented the Directing Staff and he had seen it
all before.
It was still dark next morning when we left camp to
go into the jungle, and the rain was pouring down. We
blundered out into the early morning, carrying on our backs
" sufficient," as the D.S. put it, " to enable us to live and
fight in the jungle for four days. " I personally was of the
opinion that I had an entire battalion's stores on my back
and that while I might possibly live, there was no possi
bility of fighting anyone more powerful than an under
nourished boy of six. This foreboding was airily dismissed
by the Australian sergeant of the Directing Staff who
staggered beneath the weight of a claspknife and a water
bottle. Wc were carrying, in fact, about ninety pounds.
At least, it weighed ninety pounds when we left, but soon
it was soaking wet and I had to look around at intervals
to reassure myself that the Australian sergeant had not
climbed on my back. The poncho, or waterproof cape,
which was meant to protect my pack, had already
unwrapped itself and was flapping wetly at the back of my
knees; my cleverly designed jungle hat was directing two
streams of water, one into my left ear and one down my

neck; the whole effect of timeless misery was heightened
or rather weightened, by the curious property of jungle
boots, which is to allow water in, but not out. The cumu
lative effect of this curious osmosis is to create two bags
of liquid around the ankles and feet, a unique and
unenviable sensation n.ot unlike walking in a drunken
stupor—or so I am told.
Slowly we made our way through the undergrowth,
stumbling, skidding and thinking hysterically of the Crillon
Bar or the Mayfair Grill. Suddenly my foot caught in a
protruding root. You may think that, with my terrible
burden, I fell at once to the ground. But no. As I was
about to fall, a malignant training vine caught me under
the chin and, threshing wildly with my rifle, I hung, like
a victim of mob violence, between the dripping trees and
the sodden earth. As I was about to lose my senses the
Australian sergeant stepped massively forward and with
his claspknife neatly severed the vine. Somewhat naturally
I fell violently to the ground, landing squarely on my hip
pocket, which contained the two ripe bananas with which
I had thoughtfully augmented my rations. There was a
brief and poignant struggle to rise, a manoeuvre finally
accomplished by using my rifle as a sort of alpenstock. This
filled the barrel of the rifle with mud and leaves, and for
the moment I toyed wildly with the idea of pointing the
weapon at my head and pulling the trigger, thereby solving
two problems at once. Reason, however, prevailed, and for
hours we struggled on, crippled by the weight of our packs,
blinded by the green dye which seeped from our jungle
hats, numb with fatigue and discomfort. Eventually, how
ever, we halted to make camp for the night.
This is a procedure which can reduce strong men to
tears. First the necessary precautions are taken to ensure
that we are not likely to be surprised by terrorists while
making our camp. As if anything could surprise us now.
We then split into pairs and each pair is allotted a particular
section of the circular camp perimeter. Each pair then
proceeds to erect a basha or shelter contrived from two
waterproof capes. Unfortunately, on this occasion my com
panion was detailed for the first period of sentry duty and
1 was left to complete this small task myself. It took no
time at all to erect four sticks and stretch a groundsheet
across them to form a roof. It then took no time at all for
the evil thing to fill with rain. Paralysed with frustration
I sat huddled in my wet clothes and watched as the sup
porting sticks curved inwards under the evergrowing weight
of water; 1 cringed lower to the ground as the cape bulged
moistly downwards like the belly of some fearsome marine
beast; eventually the whole thing collapsed with a sound like
the breaching of a dam and a cold flood poured over me
and cascaded into the undergrowth, carrying with it my
pathetic little pile of belongings.
Eventually I succeeded in erecting a shelter of a sort,
and under it I began to prepare our evening meal. The
first step was to ignite the small block of compressed fuel
to make our fire. It had become sodden in the first debacle
and I held a match to the corner of it without much hope.
There was a unique sound which can only be described a$
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a wet crackle—a sort of derisive bubbling. An evil
smelling smoke filled the shelter and eventually the match
burned down to my fingers. Cursing, I threw it away and
it set fire at once to my companion's small stock of toilet
paper. In my frantic efforts to extinguish the blaze 1 tipped
my waterbottle over his spare shirt. I put the smoking
fuel block down on my blanket, where, by some devilish
chemistry, it immediately burst into flames. By the time
my bedding had been extinguished the inside of the shelter
resembled a shell hole at Gallipoli. Eventually, order was
restored and a messtin full of some unspeakable mixture
of bully beef and rice prepared. My companion returned
from sentry duty and in a numb silence we ate; then laying
out our sodden blankets, we slept.
During the night a scorpion stung my friend, and with
a terrible yell he leapt into the air, knocking down the main
support of our shelter. The whole thing collapsed upon us

in a clammy, suffocating heap. It was still raining and the
luminous hands of my watch, blurred by the rain, pointed
to 2.15.
We spent the rest of the night wrapped in our water
proof capes while the tall trees dripped sadly upon us. At
six o'clock the Australian sergeant came round to wake the
camp for standto. 1 was already sitting on the camp
perimeter, limp with fatigue, trying not to think that in
about an hour we should be on the move again.
" You're up early, sir," said the sergeant in a whisper.
" Nothing like a good night's rest for charging up the
batteries ! " And with a terrible smile he moved on to the
next shelter.
Despite anything which Mr. Chapman may say, the
jungle is malignant, hostile and vindictive. And do not, as
Damon Runyon used to say, let anyone tell you any
different.

THE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH
(Issued on behalf of Soldiers', Sailors' and Airmen's Families Association]

O

NE of the greatest shows on earth, certainly the big
gest and most spectacular of its kind, is the Search
light Tattoo at the White City. London. This will be the
seventh year that it has been staged since the war. It takes
place this summer on four nights — Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday (also matinee) and Friday, August 11th, 12th,
13th and 15th.
About 2,000 men and women from the Navy, Army
and R.A.F. help to make this one of the most moving of
performances. It is a blend of colour and tableau, of
action and history, of excitement and great music, something
that cannot be described in words. Each year more and
more people come to know and enjoy the Tattoo through
televised excerpts, through long playing records made of the
massed bands, other musical episodes, and the finale.
Each year the attendance increases, last year nearly
150,000, this year probably more. The audience comes by
special trains, motorcoaches, cars, and 'buses from all over
the Home Counties, from the Midlands, the West Country
and East Anglia. Many people from the Commonwealth
and the United Slates arrange their holidays so that they can
spend one or two nights at the Tattoo.
This is something that is unique to Britain, something
more than, a military pageant, but a panorama recalling
heroic moments in history.
The origin of the Tattoo dates back about a couple of
cen.turies to days when British troops were serving in Europe.
To get the men out of the taverns at night drummers
marched up and down, warning all to go to their quarters.
When the men demanded a final drink, the Dutch inn
keepers replied " taptoe " (the taps of the barrels are turned
to), and that was anglicised to tattoo. This marching of the
drummers became a regular ceremony in the evening. That
is one reason why the marching of bands is the basis of a
Tattoo.
Every Tattoo has a scene with horses and this year
there will be more than. ever. In fact it is proposed that
there shall be a Wild West scene, based upon an historic
occasion in the early days of Canada. The " Indians " will
ride again with bloodcurdling cries, shooting flaming
arrows, culminating in a fierce mock battle. The Indians
will be played bv men of the Horse Transport Unit of the
R.A.S.C.

Scots people travel for miles just to see and hear the
massed pipe and drum bands. Recently there was an inno
vation with the introduction, of Highland dancers. These
proved so attractive and popular that arrangements are
being made for about thirty dancers this year.
A Band with 800 Players
One of the great achievements of the producer of the
Tattoo is the handling of the massed bands. This year there
will be about sixteen bands, with some 800 bandsmen, in
all the glory of old, fulldress uniform, marching and
countermarching, under a canopy of coloured floodlights.
For the past three years one of the most popular
episodes has been the playing of jazz marches with
ingenious steps by an American, Service band. It is hoped
that they will again produce a new routine.
One of the most skilled and thrilling equestrian per
formances that can be seen today is the ride of the King's
Troop Royal Horse Artillery. Moving at a gallop, six
horses drawing heavy gun. carriages, interweave, missing
each other by inches. A different kind of skill will be
displayed by the mounted Military Police, who, at a flat
out gallop, will burst balloons with their lances. Another
great show of horsemanship will be given by the mounted
Metropolitan Police.
Each night of the Tattoo the performers form up
before the Royal Box to salute. This salute has been taken
by the Queen, the Queen. Mother. Princess Margaret, and
last year by the Prime Minister. At the finale, with 2,000
performers in the arena, the playing of the massed bands,
and the singing of an evening hymn, there is the moving
moment when the lights fade and a solitary bugler sounds
" Lights Out."
A secret of the success of the Tattoo is the speed at
which it moves, which involves splitsecond timing and
intricate organisation. The spectacle is staged by the
Soldiers', Sailors' and Airmen's Families Association to raise
urgently needed funds for its work with Service families.
Although so many troops are involved, no cost falls upon
public funds, for all charges are borne by the organisers.
Whatever the weather, the show goes on, for all seats are
under cover, and most of them can be booked in advance,
on application to : The White City Box Oifice, Wood Lane,
London, W.12.
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WEDDING
Captain K. Dodson and Miss J. S. Palmer

T

HE wedding took place on 7th April, 1958, at St. Paul's
Church, Nicosia, between Capt. K. Dodson, 1st Bn.,
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, and Miss
J. S. Palmer, daughter of the late Col. W. V. Palmer, who
commanded 2nd Bn., The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.
Owing to illness the ceremony had been postponed
from the 28th March.
The Rev. A. J. Alban, C.F., Chaplain to the 1st Bn.,
officiated at the service. The bride was given away by
Lt.Col. A. J. M. Flint, M.B.E., and the best man was
Lt.Col. D. C. J. Manners.
On arrival at the church, at a very slightly tardy
3 p.m., the bride was greeted by a fanfare played by trum
peters of the Regiment under the direction of the Band
master.
The church, for the readers who do not know it, has
all the charm, simplicity an.d beauty of an English village
church and the service which followed was in keeping
with this atmosphere. Apart from members of the Regi
ment and their wives, the Brigade Commander and a few
friends of the bride and bridegroom were present.
After the service the bride, looking very lovely in a
white gown, and the bridegroom left the church under a
guard of honour formed by officers of the Bn.

The reception was held at the home of Maj. and Mrs. H.
B. H. Waring who managed to accommodate not only a
large concourse of guests but also the Regimental Band
to the consternation, if not envy, of the Greek neighbours.
Nearby families have since applied to Maj. Waring for a
loan of his band.
After the reception Capt. an.d Mrs. Dodson drove
away in a much decorated and befiagged car lent to him
by the Deputy Commander. Prior to its departure, some
14 officers were found to have strived to stowaway in
various portions of the car. However, all stowaways were
firmly dealt with in time.
We all wish Capt. and Mrs. Dodson our heartiest con
gratulations and many years of happiness.

$
REGIMENTAL

CRICKET

Regimental fixtures for the forthcoming season :—
Saturday, 24th May —v. Bluemantles. Neville Ground,
Tunbridge Wells.
Saturday, 7th June—v. The Buffs. Canterbury.
Sunday. 13th July—v. Band of Brothers. Home.
Saturday. 23rd August—v. West Kent C.C. Home.
Sunday, 31st August—v. Mote C.C. The Mote, Maidstone.

0.
SOME OF DRAFT ON H.M.T. "DEVONSHIRE"

Left to right—Ptes. K. Thwaites, F. Homewood and R. Francis en route to join, 1 R.W.K.

124

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

: News

from

Battalions :
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I St

BATTALION

E

A S T E R has come and
gone, but the threatened
renewal of
terrorism
by
EOKA has not yet started in
earnest. Incidents have in
creased considerably and re
cently a British Police Officer
was murdered in Famagusta
—the second shooting of a
member of
the Security
Forces during the past 14
months. Bombs are reappear
ing and we in C.B.S. Camp
have been woken up by
bombs in the new Police
H.Q., next to the camp, and
by some designed to destroy
the Athalassa Water Pump.
There have been no casualties
and only slight damage was
caused. There have been no
incidents inside our perimeter.
It is difficult to see any sense in the present EOKA cam
paign which is directed largely at Government premises
and property, and the only people to suffer hardship are
the Cypriots themselves. Government projects such as
road building and improvements to water supplies are
temporarily retarded and it will be that much longer before
these muchneeded improvements in the economic and
agricultural life of the Cypriots can be completed.
In the meantime, training continues and in an average
week two companies are out of camp on I.S. or normal
training. The weather is ideal now for training in the hills
and it is not yet too hot for comfort. The summer season
has started and everyone is now in khaki drill. As usual,
the first few days, after K.D. started to be worn, were
bitterly cold and a large number of jersey pullovers were
seen around camp.
In the sporting world there has been a relative lull,
and it was possible to hold the Bn. Athletic Meeting on
the last two days of March. It was a most successful
meeting, considering the difficulties with which the organi
sers had to contend, and the track was much improvised
and not conducive to many startling performances. Even
so, much talent has been found in the Bn. and we have
hopes of doing well in the Brigade and District Athletic
Meeting in the near future. H.Q. Coy. 2 Gp. won the
InterCoy. Shield, and Mrs. Flint presented the prizes to
individual winners. It was particularly pleasant to see so
many officers receiving tankards. The Bn. team is now
training hard, and if we reach the District Meeting we
hope that rivalries will be revived,

The hockey season is now virtually closed with the
completion of the SixaSide Tournament. We were beaten
in the second round. It was a goalless game and as the
last whistle blew, the ball whipped across the halfway line
into our half and the C.R.E. Episkopi team were the
winners. We would like to congratulate the Middlesex
Regt. on winning both the Major Units and SixaSide
Hockey.
The best news of the month arrived when we were
notified by the A.R.A. that the M.M.G. PI. had won the
overseas competition for the Machine Gun Cup and were
fourth in the Armywide competition. A most excellent
achievement and the trophy now awaits collection from
Charringtons.
On Easter Monday, Capt. Dodson and Miss Sue
Palmer were finally married, after a number of difficulties
had been overcome. The service was held at St. Paul's
Church, Nicosia, and the reception was at Maj. and Mrs.
Waring's house, as it was about the only one large enough.
The bride looked radiant and in very sparkling form,
while Capt. Dodson accepted the cares and responsibilities
of married life with apparent eagerness, in spite of his
bachelor cynicism of recent years! A full account appears
elsewhere in this issue.
During the month we have been visited by the
CommanderinChief, Middle East Land Forces, Lt.Gen.
Sir Roger Bower, K.B.E., C.B., and by the Deputy
Governor, Mr. George Sinclair, and the Brigade Com
mander. Mr. Sinclair gave a most interesting lecture to
all officers, W.O.s and Sgts. on the Government's difficulties
and frustrations with the Cyprus problem.
We welcome Maj. Ian Macmillan, who arrived during
the month and is taking over O.C., " C " Coy. We have
also said goodbye to Capt. Scouller, who has resigned his
commission to sample the joys and ultimate remunerations
offered by Unilevers. We also record that Lt. (Q.M.) John
Grubb is seriously ill in hospital after a very sudden and
unexpected heart attack, the news of which shocked the
whole Bn. We hope that he will make a speedy and
complete recovery.
Finally, we have had a close association with H.M.S.
Barrosa, a battleclass destroyer, whom we were asked to
adopt for six weeks while she was here on temporary duty.
There have been interchanges of personnel for training,
curry lunches in Officers' and Sgts.' Messes, and visits to
the ship for dinner and cinema, which have caused con
siderable demands on transport, but which have been
thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Subscription rates :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies, 5d., post free.
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"A" COMPANY

Coy. H.Q.
Once again Coy. H.Q. are going into print. To begin
with. " Dicky " Bird and " Brues " Evans have completed
their half of the Department, after much hard labour and
surveying. There is not a piece of material in the store
that hasn't been painted. All through the operation our
beloved Colour/Sgt. was "taking off" over the way the
monthly issue of paint was gradually disappearing. On
completion, C.S.M. King commented that the store now
looked remarkably like the " Frolics." Also, the Clothing
Store has had a change round of furniture, for the better,
we hope! There has been no comment, as yet. The
storemen completed their tasks just in lime for the arrival
of our new Coy. Commander, Maj. Crumplin, whom we
welcome to the Coy.
At last we arrive at the Coy. Office, the hardworking
department of Coy. H.Q. C.S.M. King, arriving in the
morning, finds
his two clerks, Pte. Gibson and Pte.
Foulger, as usual, working steadily, only to look up at
him and say " Good morning. Sir," with a " harddone
by " attitude. By lunch hour they have had either a two
hour Naafi break or amused themselves all morning in
sketching pictures from the latest issue of the Reveille.
C/Sgt. Johnstone has finally persuaded C.S.M. King
to let him have 14 days' leave, at last away from "When
are the Deficiencies handed in, Colours?" or "Colours,
I've only got one pair of socks back from the laundry."
As you can see, Coy. H.Q. are still at it, so cheerio till
next month, and let's hope it will be the same as the last,
all work and no play.
The Hammers.
1 Platoon
During Greek Independence Day the PI. guarded
Lefkonico Police Station along with Coy. H.Q. Although
nothing happened, we caused slight consternation to the
police by playing cricket in their ground.
Shortly after our return, there emerged from the ranks
of the PI. three new L/Cpls., namely, L/Cpls. Hunter.
Strachan and Sharpe.
Life continued in its normal way until the Easter
break. We all hoped it would be a break, but, as usual,
we had to provide men for guards and fatigues. Some
how, though, Pte. Deacon 292 managed to sleep 48 hours
solidly.
There were four slightly bolder people. Cpl.
Garland. L/Cpl. Sharpe, L/Cpl. Westmorland and Pte.
Remington, R.A.V.C., who hired a car and decided to go
to Troodos. They were ready to go when the starter
motor went on strike. After the invaluable help of half
the Coy., they got under way. We believe they enjoyed
themselves repairing punctures on the mountain road.
The PI. was with the Coy. in Makheras Forest re
cently; it was here that some of the members of the PI.
learnt that they could train for warfare in the mountains.
As usual, Cpl. " Dick " Garland and Pte. " Jack " Marshall
were always first in the queue for meals. We are sure
they have some inherent fear of being last. During our
stay up there Cpl. Garland took over the worries of
PI. Sgt.; whilst Sgt. Lockyear passed on to the higher
sphere of PI. Commander.
There have been several swimming parties to Kyrenia
recently. Certain people in the PI., who are very lethargic
about having showers, sprung at the chance to go swim
ming. We still wonder why.
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At the moment, Pte. Marshall is on H.M.S. Barrosa
somewhere in the Mediterranean. We hope the Navy lets
him be as idle as he is in the PI.
Pte. Ginsberg has joined us for a very short stay.
Evidently he wished to exchange the plebeian life of 2 PI.
for the intellectual stimulus of I PI.
The Champs.

2 Platoon
Let us start reviewing last month's activities by wel
coming to the PI. L/Cpl. Westmorland and Pte. Stringer,
freshly out from England. We wish them well during
their stay with the PI.
Whilst Mr. Gibbs and Cpl. Ashdown were on leave,
L/Cpl. Galley has assumed the thankless task of acting
PI. Sgt., as Sgt. Brown has been detached to " B " Coy. in
a vain attempt to instruct an N.C.O.s' Cadre, which in
cludes, as a "student," L/Cpl. Coleman.
During the Greek Independence Day celebration, the
PI. was sent to man Chattos Police Station for two days,
under the able guidance of Sgt. Brown.
On our periodic visits to Makheras Forest great con
sternation was shown by certain members of the PI. as
to the driver's ability to negotiate the " rather tricky"
mountain roads. However, we have had no casualties so
far!
Whilst we were away, L/Cpl. Butler has been repre
senting the Coy. here, doubtless " pressing blankets " until
our return!
We were sorry to loose Cpl. Peek, who has found
himself a "cushy little number" at Dhekelia; however,
perhaps there will be a little less " flapping" from the
Coy. Orderly Sgt.'s tent during our Duty Coy. week.
On the whole, it has been quite a pleasant month for
the PI., marred, we regret to say, when Pte. Deacon, one
of our ablest footballers, had a serious accident. However,
he is now languishing in B.M.H. with a broken leg, under
the careful supervision of various Nursing Sisters—" Poor
old ' Deac.'" We wish him, needless to say, a quick
recovery.
We now await the return of .Sgt. Brown to the PI. in
the near future; "Dodger" Green is hoping to be
demobbed before his return, but we are afraid that he
will be disappointed and may have to go, once more, into
hiding.
However, time has come to close down our notes until
we have, perhaps, more interesting ones, next month.
The Brownies.
3 Platoon
Most of our time is now taken up with training, where
at times a lot of sweat is lost by one and all. On one of
our recent training trips to the mountains Cpl. Guillaume
caused a bit of excitement by reporting that he had found
a pistol at the bottom of an old well. After collecting
some rope from our base camp we journeyed back to the
well, accompanied by the C.S.M. and the Coy. Comman
der, all eager to be in at the kill. On arriving at the well
Pte. Carter was lowered 30 or so feet to the bottom, only
to find that it wasn't a pistol after all, but a stone—" a
right ' choker."
PI. life hasn't changed much; there's Pte. " Fred "
Winter who keeps telling us that he hasn't got long enough
to do to go on any more patrols; and then there's Sgt.
Vale going round getting everybody in the PI. to put their
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top packs away before the C.S.M. comes round and sees
what a state they are in.
Lastly, we welcome Pte. Taylor to the PI. and hope
that his stay with us will be a pleasant one, and hope that
his blisters will be as numerous as ours have been.
Noisy Three.
" C "

Coy. H.Q.

COMPANY

This month the training has been interrupted by I.S.
operations, the Easter Holiday, and Athletics. However,
the training done has been interesting and has included
advance to contact, PI. attacks, searching ground and
ambushes. The "guineapigs" ambushed by Pis. included
the O.C., 2/iC, and C.Q.M.S. 9 PI. hastily examined
their bulletedblank when the 2/iC. failed to rise after the
firing, but it transpired that he was only suffering from
an aching side which was the result of laughing too much.
An interesting, if novel, event was the " Uphill
Slalom," which is "C" Coy's answer to St. Moritz this
year. It consisted of the climbing of a steep hill (moun
tain, by English standards) by every member of the Coy.
under competitive conditions. It should be noted that
rumour has it that Capt. Shearburn climbed it the day
before, but we cannot vouch for this. The event was won
by 9 PI. in an average time of 4 mins. 7 sees. Well done,
9 PI.!
The Coy. did extremely well in the InterCoy. Ath
letics Competition, and gave H.Q. Coy. and Sp. Coy. a
close race. Thirty points covered the first four places, and
although we finished fourth we were lying second until
the last two events. It was notable, however, that the Coy.
gained many more points than any other Rifle Coy., and
we won the tugo'war.
In conclusion, the Coy. Order of Battle has recently
had many changes, and it might be of interest that its
present position is as follows: —
Coy. Commander—Capt. S. R. O'R. Shearburn.
Coy. 2,/iC.—Capt. C. S. Clarke. 1
C.S.M.—C.S.M. Palmer, R.
C.Q.M.S.—C/Sgt. Partridge, R.: Sgt. Chitticks, R.
7 PI.—2/Lt. Clinch (M); Sgt. Scudder, L.
8 PI.—2/Lt. R. C. Robertson; Sgt. Atkins, L.
9 PI.—2/Lt. S. E. Coningham; Sgt. Kill, S.
7 Platoon
This month has been a rather busy one for the PI.,
but the training has been interesting and the days have
passed quickly enough. At the beginning of the month
we all went down to Government House for a week's
guard duties, and it was such a quiet change from camp
life that we were quite sorry to return. Our second outing
was on Greek Independence Day, when we moved down
to the police station at Athna to reinforce the police in
case of any trouble breaking out in the local villages. But
though there were many processions and celebrations in
the area there was no trouble at all. and so we stayed in
our police station for the duration.
The highlight of the month was the Bn. Sports Meet
ing, which was held on the 29th and 31st of March. We
started training a few weeks beforehand and produced a
very good team. The PI. found a firstclass athlete in
L/Cpl. Humphrys, and L/Cpl. Page, Ptes. Wells and White

also represented the Coy.
Sgt. Scudder rolled up his
sleeves and put his weight into the tugo'war team, which
pulled its way to victory on both occasions.
We welcome one new arrival to the PI. Pte. Woolard.
from the new draft. He is an exRoyal Fusilier with not
too " long to do," but we are sure he will enjoy a happy
stay with "Lucky Seven." Many of the older members
of the PI. are getting acutely " demob, happy " now and
Lofty Chapman constantly reminds us that he will soon
be gone. But the next one to go will be Mike Halford,
and Dave Drury will take his place as the PI. batman.
Sgt. Scudder will be going home to England soon to attend
a course at Hythe; we would like to wish him success and
hope he is not too exhausted on his return.
We have played one or two soccer matches and some
hockey this month, when everyone enjoyed himself and
the results were quite good. The flies have appeared once
again and we will shortly be wearing K.D. The days are
getting quite hot, but there are hotter days to come.
8 Platoon
Since last month we have a new member in our midst.
However, most people have come into contact with Cpl.
Paddy Hughes before at the Depot, Maidstone.
During the past weeks we have at long last gone into
shirtsleeve order, and our working day now starts earlier,
but finishes at lunch time. Training for the Coy. Sports
took up most afternoons, and those who did well enough
then represented the Coy. in the Bn. Sports, where we
came first of the Rifle Coys. 2/Lt. Robertson, Cpls. Tim
Hayley and Paddy Hughes, and Pte. Green were our
representatives.
After a week as Duty Coy. we were pleased to get
back to training and went off to Troodos for a couple of
days. On our return Easier leave was soon to start, and
on Sunday the first swimming party left for Kyrenia,
where a most enjoyable afternoon was spent away from
the dust of Nicosia.
Easter was soon over and once again we set off to
Troodos, where we tramped the hills in an effort to get
fit. Not only did we tramp, but one morning we raced up
the steepest slope for miles around the camp. We raced
against the rest of the Coy., but lost by a few seconds,
however. When we reached the top most people were past
caring, though we had a good laugh at those who came up
after us.
9 Platoon
The month of March has seen only one change in
the personnel of the PL, Pte. Orchard from the new draft.
Pie. Webb has returned from hospital and Cpl. Hunt is
still on leave. We congratulate Cpl. Berry on his recent
promotion.
The most interesting news of the past month has been
a stay of two days and nights in Vattili Police Station,
our PI. detachment during the Greek Independence Day
celebrations. Although it was an uneventful stay it was
most enjoyable. More recently, we have been up to the
Makheras training area twice, once to train for war by
means of PI. attacks, and later and for longer for Internal
Security Ops. These two excursions provided exhausting
but extremely enjoyable interludes. We reckon that now
we can double up most of the quite sizeable hills in the area
at speed,
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The Athletic Sports provided Woodger and Styles,
both now in the PL, opportunities of demonstrating plenty
of energy in the three miles and one mile events. Pte.
Aufenast and Cpl. Berry performed quite reasonably in the
long jump. The Coy. won the tugo'war, and Mr. Coning
ham, Sgt. Kill and Pte. Sowten represented the PL More
recently, at Easter, we have been swimming at Kyrenia,
and hope to make frequent trips during the summer.
The C.inC., M.E.L.F., visited the Bn. recently and
spent about 15 minutes in the PL lines listening to a lec
ture. Needless to say, his visit kept us all on our toes.

" D " COMPANY

Coy. H .Q.
C.S.M. Leach, who has recently arrived from the
Depot, joined the Coy. at the beginning of the month while
C.S.M. Bradshaw was attched to " B " Coy. to train the
Cadre. We hope he will have an enjoyable time with us
even though his stay with the Coy. may only be temporary.
We were extremely sorry to lose a very reliable Arms
Storeman in Pte. Hinchon who returned to his long lost
Bromley, having been demobbed. However, he was re
placed by Pte. " Kipper " Granger (ex 11 Platoon) who we
wish good cleaning and oiling.
Later on, Pte's. Atkinson and Jakeman decided to
desert us for 48 hours and try out the Navy. With a party
of eight they spent the time at sea aboard the destroyer
H.M.S. Barrosa and returned with many pleasant
memories. Incidentally, we congratulate the P.O. who
made Pte. Atkinson clean one of the Bofors.
The Coy., has, once again, left Camp on one of three
day l.S. Training exercises in the Makheras Forest area.
We usually go there twice a month and it serves as an
excellent change from the rather monotonous Camp life.
The warmer weather is now setting in and next week
we are changing into K.D. Quite frequently, recreational
transport, take as many, as wish to go to Kyrenia, for
swimming. It is not too long a journey and affords many
enjoyable hours at Kyrenia.
10 Platoon
During the month of March we have seen the advent
of a new system of fatigues and training. Unlike before,
each Coy. now does fatigues for a week, standby and local
training for a week, followed by two weeks of ordinary
training. This is a far more satisfactory method than the
old one. It means that the whole Coy. can go out into
the country either by the sea or in. the mountains for three
or four days in two consecutive weeks.
Towards the beginning of the month Platoon went
on a Patrolling exercise in the Makheras Forest area of
the mountains. We were searching for hides and although
we had no success in that, we did find a deep cave which
proved interesting but was not inhabited.
The whole Coy. moved into the Famagusta area
during the month as a reserve antiriot unit. This was
because the Greeks were holding some festival. We spent
a very pleasant 36 hours camped on the beach. The
Greeks' festivities proved uneventful and we were not
called out.
We seem, to be rapidly losing some of the older mem
bers of the Platoon. Everyone was sorry to see Pte.
Beadle depart having been with us for so long. We wel
come Pte. Gliddon who has joined 2 Section. We con
gratulate L/Cpl. Clutterbuck on his promotion..
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The weather in Cyprus is delightful with warm sunny
days and cool nights. The morale of the Platoon is high
and we are hll becoming very brown.
11 Platoon
This last month has witnessed the gradual change
from winter to summer with the introduction of swimming,
summer hours of work and K.D. clothing. Indeed all
that is needed to convince us that it is summer, is some
sun.
Summer routine was a great joy when the Battalion
was in the Panhandle, because one spent each and every
afternoon in the sea; here in Nicosia, as we have forseen
all along, the long summer afternoons may well present
a problem and boredom will quickly creep in if we are not
on our guard against it. In this respect it is good to see
that firstclass transport arrangements for lifting many of
us to the sea, almost every afternoon, have been made.
Also we should be out of camp for about 10 days each
month either by the sea or up in the coolness of the foot
hills.
The Coy. has paid frequent day visits to the Makheras
Forest training area during the last month and recently
a 3day camp was greatly enjoyed by all. We did a good
amount of patrolling and marching which took us right
into the depths of the hills and left us fit. if a little footsore.
Pte. Christie is the only recent addition to the
Platoon and we hope he enjoys life with us. Cpl. Bryan
has not been seen for the last five weeks, as he has been
on, an N.C.O.'s cadre. L/Cpl. Barrett will shortly be
leaving us for demob; ihe had the misfortune to break his
big toe while competing for the Coy. in the recent ath
letics meeting. Other members of the Platoon who repre
sented the Coy. at athletics were Cpl. Roberts, Ptes.
Osborne, Cook and Christie.
12 Platoon
During the past month we have resumed our training
in, the hills, making several visits to the Makheras Forest.
These served to prove how unfit we all are, but with prac
tice the hills seem less steep, and our panting less in
evidence. Perhaps though the assent of Kiona (4,652 ft.)
can justifiably be said to be the summit of our achieve
ments.
Greek Independence Day seemed to give us another
change of scenery; we were moved down for the day to
Famagusta, but our activities were confined to nothing
more strenuous than, firing on the local ranges. Unfortu
nately, we could not take full advantage of being camped
by the sea as it was still too cold for bathing. More re
cently. however, with the advent of summer, members of
the Platoon have been taking full advantage of the regular
transport to Kyrenia, though the amenities can hardly be
said to compare with those which we enjoyed at Dhavlos.
To judge from the popularity of these excursions Kyrenia
would also seem to have its appeal.
The dog population of the Platoon has now increased
with the advent of Elphick's hound and we shall look like
a mobile zoo if we take all our camp followers out with us.
Subscription rates :—
Officers 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d.. oost free.
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SUPPORT COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
Summer is nearly upon us. organised swimming has
begun, the weather has made a distinct turn for the better
and shirtsleeves is the order of the day. Next week we
will be wearing K.D.. for many of us this will be the last
change of dress.
This month has had its inevitable exercise, the camp
was situated near a reservoir and several of our number
availed themselves of the opportunity of bathing in its
frigid waters.
We decided that it was time that we gave one of the
Platoons a benefit of our military genius. So Sgt. Tice
hurst, then, acting C.S.M., and Ptes. Roberts and Weston
tried their luck with the Machine Gun. Platoon, having
crawled to within a few feet of their sentries we were dis
covered, in the ensuing retreat Pte. Weston with singular
lack of imagination rolled into a river. However, in the
light of later investigation it was found that we had been
more successful than other Platoons, in. that we had at
least reached our objective, the perusal of the notes of the
Platoons will bring to light some of the haphazard
nocturnal wanderings of some of their patrols.
On returning to camp much fatigued and with our
minds fixed firmly on bed we were greeted by the C.S.M.
bursting with enthusiasm to get back to work, having just
finished his first class education.
A few days later we found ourselves out again, we
were told to prepare ourselves for almost anything for the
occasion was Greek Independence Day and it was
expected that the Greeks would take full advantage of it.
Support Coy. arrived at Famagusta well after dark, we
pitched camp with the aid of vehicle headlights. The
light of day revealed that we were within fifty yards of
the sea, as it happened the Greeks decided that they would
have a quiet day for a change, so everyone was relieved
when we were allowed to return that afternoon.
The Battalion. Athletics Meeting was held on the last
weekend in March, Support Coy. was placed third thanks
to the efforts of Lt. Durtnell who came first in both the
mile and threemile events, and Pte. Lamb who won the
high jump. The Coy. Hockey team did well to get into
the final but they were beaten by the Band 2—1. Coy.
H.Q. provided three members of this team.
The Easter holiday came as a welcome break during
which wc were lucky to have hot weather. Starting work
again on the Tuesday morning proved almost too much
for some people.
We have just finished a week as duty company and
we are at present preparing to ascend once more into the
hills, this time we arc refraining from doing I.S. training
and as a special privilege the Platoons are going to be
allowed to take their toys with them so no doubt the peace
which we have begun to take for granted will be shattered
by earsplitting explosions.
" Des" Delamaine has just had his demob medical
and much to his surprise he has been passed as fit—fit for
what though?
" Ron " Gilham has decided that a spell
of leave in England is the only thing to cure his shattered
nerves, so at great personal expense he has left sunny
Cyprus for the snows of Britain. " Ron " Mew has offered
his services in the arms store during the absence of the
former.


Bunnie.

IM.G. Platoon

This month has been a good month for the Platoon.
We've had two whole weeks M.G. training and only one
week duty company.
The highlight of the month was the announcement
that we had won the overseas section of the M.M.G. Cup
competition—well done all. We all hope that Cpl. Dick,
L/Cpl's. Wood and Wickert will one day celebrate with
us in Town. Now of course we've big plans for the Con
centration in July—but none later.
We've just had six brand new soldiers to the Platoon
—it's a good thing to see some new faces about the lines
and hope that they will enjoy their time in the Platoon.
Their training is coming on very well indeed and soon
they will be amalgamated with the old hands so making
the Platoon up to Lower Establishment with four guns
on the ground.
Swimming has started during the past month and all
the old webfooted (Akrades) members of the Platoon are
well in the swim. I think a seaborne operation is in the
offing in the fairly near future. (Sgt. Hegarty has still got
his G109S water wings!!).
A rangefinding cadre has been going on quietly and
unobserved and now that 29 Field Regt. have given us
some ranges to within one foot either way, great things
are expected.
Sgt. Kelly is still opening bottles and tins in the Sgts'.
Mess, but he is to be seen stalking around his old Platoon
letting us all know how glad he is that the cup is ours.
L/Cpl. Close is still on his cadre; he will find that he has
dropped behind when he gets back, but that will be seen
about later. In closing we would like to congratulate
L/Cpl. Cox on his promotion, an.d in the same breath we
would like to say goodbye and thank you to L/Cpl. New
man who has done his time in the Platoon in Cyprus—one
L/Cpl. comes—one L/Cpl. goes !
P.S. If anyone wants a conducted tour of the steepest
hill in Cyprus apply to Messrs. Cook, Gregory and New
man who will be able to supply an.y further details.
Perfume to You.
Mortar 1*11110011
The past month has seen another visit to the hills,
when we patrolled against the other two Platoons. L/Cpl.
Wheatley managed to lose himself fairly successfully. He
eventually arrived back in the Platoon base camp at six
in the morning, having left at three the previous afternoon..
Due to the inaccuracy of the map, we had to march much
further than expected, however the exercise ended with a
pleasant swim in the reservoir.
Swimming trips to Kyrenia have now started in the
afternoon and at weekends, and provide a pleasant break
from the monotony of the camp.
Pte. Barrett had bad luck to be knocked out of the
individual boxing championships in the second round. Pte.
Matthews had a trial for the Army Soccer Team, but
unfortunately did not get in.
Lt. Taylor and L'Cpl. Lan.e recently went on a twoday
trip on the destroyer H.M.S. Barrosa; L/Cpl. Lane hasn't
looked back since and now wai.ts to go to sea for good.
We congratulate Cpl. Ongley and L/Cpl. Barnden on
their recent promotion. The former left in. a cloud of
dust at 45 minutes notice to go on a Netheravon Course
where we wish him all the best. L/Cpl. Watson is on a
cadre in " B " Coy., which according to all reports he is
thoroughly enjoying.
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Wc hear that Mr. Hallidie has now joined the Green
Howards in Hong Kong. He stopped at Limassol on the
way, but unfortunately did not have time to visit us.
The M.M.G. Platoon Sgt. was heard to comment that
a mortar could not bit a barn door at ten yards. We are
prepared to take up this challenge as long as Sgt. Kelly
fires the mortar himself.
Assault Pioneer Platoon
At the end of last month we said goodbye to some
more of our old members. Cpl. Packman, L/Cpl. Money
and Pte. Terry who left us for the joys of Civvy life. Wc
hope that their stay with us was well spent and we wish
them the best of luck in their new jobs.
We have now finished rewiring the camp and if I may
be so bold as to say so. we did a good job—even the local
clogs can't get out. Included in the job was the enlarging
and wiring of Sgt. Skelding's (Uncle Don's) Hotel.
A few members of the Platoon had places in the Coy.
Team for the interCoy. Athletics meeting. Pte. Welling
came second in the 120 yards hurdles—well done Jerry and
Pte. Tipple had a place in the Tugo'war team which was
just beaten by " C" Coy. after three very hard pulls.
Tipple was heard to say that it was the hardest bit of work
he had done for a long time.
Summer is now creeping up on us an.d before long
K.D. will be the order of the clay. I won't mention any
names but when nobody is looking, a certain young man
is rubbing brown shoe polish in,to his nobbly knees and
muttering " they arn't going to catch me with white knees
— I've done a bit."
So on this merry note we say farewell to all our
readers.
Lionhearts.

H.Q. COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
" The art of gossip writing is that of reporting nothing
in an interesting and amusing fashion."—(Blurke's 'Maxims
for Journalists': Readers' Digest, May, 1948).
Once more a month has passed us by (as months
usually do at intervals of 28 days or so) and once more we
find ourselves raking up the immediate past and hope
fully examining the twisted scraps thereby exposed; prod
ding and scrutinising in a vain attempt to induce them to
arrange themselves in a pattern of significance and lasting
interest.
The weather has been as freakish as ever, and the
dust, waiting for the unwary in great, billowing, sneakingly
unpredicable clouds, has been rather more of a nuisance
than usual. There have, however, been one or two
dragon'sbreathdays to indicate that those white skies are
just around the corner (that is to say that summer is n.ear
at hand in all it's baleful fury, or words to that effect).
We bid a reluctant farewell to Lt.Col. D. C. J.
Manners, who has left us to perform the duties of 2 i/c.
He had captained H.Q. Coy. to victory in the recent Bn.
athletics meeting, winning the discus event with a throw of
" 190 feet" (as announced on the tannoy by Capt. Scouller
before the thing had even left his hand) and was in great
company commanding form when his career was nipped in
the bud. Stepping in once more is Capt. Neve (Pronto
to his friends) who is probably growing tired of his posi
tion of Stand In/Emergency/Understudy/Coy. Commander,
or whatever is the correct appellation for one so unfortu
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nate as to be in the position of having to do two jobs at
once and to write letters to himself which he must hurry
away to answer as soon, as they arrive at his other desk.
C.S.M. Slim Simmonite is taking a wellearned rest
for a few days and, presumably, is loafing around in a
most enviable manner on all the glorious beaches within
comfortable range of his Volkswagen. Wc look forward
to seeing him again shortly, much refreshed after his leave
and once more more than capable of taking upon his broad
back the cares and worries of the most gigantic cov. in the
Bn.
The Colour Bloke (Dick Barton) will, he hopes, be
going away on leave as soon as the C.S.M. gets back. We
hope he does, and we further hope that he will enjoy him
self, and incidentally we would like to take this oppor
tunity of apologising for referring to him, in, one of our
Christmas editions, as " The life and soul of the party."
News of the impending ADMinistrative INspection
(yes—another one !) seems to have percolated through to
all, and stores and officers are now in that " lull before the
bull " stage where everything is in. a terrible mess but it
is "just being done, sir." Otherwise it has been an
uneventful month for the Little People, and apart from
welcoming another amazing fellow (L/Cpl. Fred (Umgobo)
Keywood) to the Coy., we have done very little.
Here we feel it should be mentioned that the afore
mentioned Fred speaks (in addition to English) about five
obscure African languages, and. in many other ways be
sides. is a most remarkable fellow. Any Masai or Swahili
readers anxious to strike up an obscure African friendship
with a young N.C.O. should take note (young females with
less than two husbands preferred).
" Lightning" continues to amaze us all with his
implacable faith in German Scientists (having just heard
of the V2) and his trancelike presence in general, and
Languorous Farnfield, this being the right sort of weather
for idlers, sleeps almost all the time, dreaming, no doubt,
of idle cricket matches on, the Village Green followed by
a reckless consumption of Mead and Turnip Wine by all
concerned.
The entire department, in fact, paralysed by the first
onslaught of " fantastic summer's heat," has been reduced
to a state of incredible lethargy, and. corpselike in their
overheated exhaustion., the members thereof spend most
of the day sprawling in the dust and dreaming of peasoup
fog. Autumn drizzle, slush in Hyde Park, and all the other
necessary climatic adjuncts to civilisation.
A very
interesting manifestation of the Great Cycle of Cause and
effect, as one week of fog. etc., would probably be enough
to set up a longing for the old, arid and reptilian existence.
L/Cpl. Pritchard is off to give the English weather
another chance in about a week and we look forward to
discussing his report on same in our next issue. Until then.,
however.. ... and so on.
[I do not want to hear the adm. inspection mentioned
in Coy. Q.O.G. notes again until it is over ! (Coy. Comd./
Acting unpaid) ].
Band
March has been a fairly quiet month for us here in
Cyprus with Dinner Nights at the Officers' Mess and
Church on Sundays providing the musical entertainments.
We made a trip to Zyyi to play for their R.E. W.O.s' and
Sgts' Mess Spring Ball on Saturday, March 22n.d. the 9
piece Dance Band performed and proved most successful,
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and congratulations poured in regarding our tempos for
dancing. At the moment quite a number of Dances are
being planned an.d we hope that tentative inquiries will be
followed by firm bookings.
March also brought the welcome news that Regi
mental Bands were not going under the axe after all. and
although, of course, they will be amalgamated with the
Battalions, the Regimental traditions will be maintained.
Unfortunately we haven.'t any news on establishment or
the hundred and one problems that will have to be sorted
out, but we will let you know as soon as we know our
selves, and who knows, the name Faggott may even yet
grace our pages for years to come.
I think, looking back over March and the beginning
of April, the highlight was the wedding on Easter Monday
of Capt. Kenneth Dodson and Miss Susan Palmer.
The
bride was heralded on her arrival at the church by the Fan
fare "Jubilante" by Bliss, which struck a good note to
start the proceedings. The Band then retreated to play at
the reception and to send the bride and groom off with the
appropriate music. I think one can. safely say that a good
time was had by all and sundry.
On the sporting side of life the Band has done very
well. Z Group. H.Q. Coy., which consisted of Band and
Drums have at least managed to beat the hoodoo of the
InterCoy. Hockey Cup. and beat Sp. Coy. in the final by
two goals to one. Our thanks must go to DrumMajor
Clark for his "sweeping" assistance even if he couldn't
connect with the ball in the final. Watching C/Sgt. Levett
of Sp. Coy., we expected to find half of our team walking on
their knees, with their shins and feet evenly distributed over
the hockey pitch, however, all's well that ends well and
apart from a few bruises no one was any the worse off
and it was a jolly good game.
This year we were fortunate in not having to play
for the Bn. Sports Meeting, and were able to participate.
The Band formed a part of H.Q. 1 and in the intercoy.
department were beaten into second place by H.Q. 2 to
whom we would like to oiler our congratulations.
On
the individual side we did very well, and would like to
congratulate the following for their excellent efforts: Sgt.
"Colin" McGowan, 1st prize in "Throwing the Ham
mer," L/Cpl. " Arther" Healey, 1st prize in the "Long
Jump" and 2nd in the 440 yards flat race, and Bandsman
"Taffy" Davies for a really noble effort which brought
him the 2nd prizes in both the "One Mile" and "Three
Miles" races. Well done also those other members who
took part in bringing H.Q. I into 2nd place namely Bands
man Lewis and Padgham.
Faggott.

Drums
The Corps of Drums have had no events of great
importance this month in. the field of sport, excepting the
fact that the Drum Major represented the Drums at
hockey. The Bn. InterCoy. Cup was won at this match
and it was well filled afterwards.
We extend a hearty welcome to Pte. MacDonald. and
hope that his stay with us will be a pleasant one.
With the warmer weather just around the corner, we
are hopefully cleaning up our cricket gear—there is just a
chance that we will meet a team who are as enthusiastic
as us!!
Sgt. Critticks, who has been, helping us out for the past
few weeks, is due to start a weapon course in England on

14th April. We wish him luck and expect big things from
him.
Our hearty congratulations go to Capt. and Mrs.
Dodson on their recent marriage, may they both be very
happy.
The TugoWar does deserve an afterthought—the
Band and Drums combined here and the coordination was
perfect at the beginning. It was suggested that we should
" blind 'A' Coy. team with science" and promptly
flicked the rope up under our arms with a very deft foot
movement.
However, wc didn't fool anyone as " A " Coy. pulled
us off our feet.
Long Notes.
Signal Platoon
Recently on Muster Parade, Capt. Neve warned the
Platoon of a coming stores inspection and that he wanted
the report on the condition of kit to be excellent and not
just fair as last year. Needless to say the news wasn.'t well
received, but the Platoon seems to have digested the idea
and enormous bulling sessions have ensued. The busiest
member of this group of men is L/Cpl. Leaver who, not
only is he using his elbow grease but also that artificial aid
" Duraglit. Nevertheless, the results are good and the
sets under his care are already reaching the required
standard. I have just heard that the Leaver method has
spread to the hidden wilderness of the control tent.
During the Easter break members of the Platoon
enjoyed themselves in various ways. A party of eleven

Signal Platoon
went to Kyrenia on the Sunday in the families' bus and
after a substantial quantity of drink at the "CouerDe
Lion" two members, Ptes. Morley and Hoff took the
plunge into the inviting blue to cool off. Pte. Morley
went to the extreme—he froze. The party also took a
" gander" at Bellapaies Abbey and Newmans Farm be
fore returning to their temporary home at C.B.S. The
photograph shows the excurtionists having their midday
meal in Kyrenia. From left to right Ptes. Morley. Wilson,
Sullivan, Brown, Disley, Cpl. Lane, Ptes. Farrier, Bassett,
Fowler, Butler and L/Cpl. HutchingS. Photograph by
Hoffman.
Others decided on the City Lights and the pleasures of
Roller Skating in the moat. While a few indulged in the
facilities of the camp (cookhouse fatigues and other
pleasantries—).
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The Platoon has yet again swelled up in numbers and
we welcome back Pte. Mills who has returned after his
convalescence in England. We also welcome L/Cpl.
Graham who has joined us from the last draft.
No sooner do we start welcoming when we will soon
be saying " bye " to Pte. Begley, with only 25 days in the
Army and L/Cpl. Hutchings not much more.
On the sporting side L/Cpls. Floyd and Knapp, and
Pte. Farrier were chosen to represent H.Q. Coy. in the
interCoy. Athletics Match. L/Cpl. Floyd however was
unable to take pari due to injury, but L/Cpl. Knapp is now
the proud possessor of two cups after getting a first and
second place in the 100 and 200 yards. All three have
been selected to train for the Bn. Team... .Amen.
Quartermaster's Staff
There it lay on my somewhat littered desk—a note
from the " High One " to remind your scribe that once
again " Q.O.G. " day is upon us. How the months do fly;
"Tempus Fugit" as my old Latin master tried to hammer
into me.
The month of March was a rather uneventful one on.
the whole, unless you can count my two weeks' leave—
that's right 1eave, you remember those odd days that
one gets occasionally when all thought of work can be
cast aside and pleasure seeking one can go.
Well now ! what's news in our little community ?
I think we'll offer our congratulations to our clothing
storeman on his acquisition of a second stripe. " Con
gratulations Keith! you'll be signing on now," you can
count all that extra lolly, won't you?"
Around the middle of the month Pte. Doug. Pearce,
our plumber, bade us farewell and disappeared into the
wilderness of the outside world. His happy countenance
is greatly missed by us all but, as Vera Lynn once sang,
" We'll meet again....!"
Ah! Ah! Easter Saturday the fifth of April, we just
can't let that date slip by unnoticed, it's the date that our
Bert Cosby will be remembering for a long, long time.
The man got married. " Congratulations Bert! " We
won't say "....and may all your troubles be little ones"
because you must have heard it too many times already.
And that is about the lot for this month, by the time
we get to read these notes we'll be sweltering under a
beautiful Mediterranean sun and dreaming of rain on the
Weald of Kent.
Oh! Well!! " Pass me the Indent Book and stand by
for a stores check. " That means it's time to start work
again.
The Quartermongers.
Battalion Orderly Room
This month the main centre of interest has been
centred on the marriage of the Adjutant. Capt. K. Dodson
to Miss Sue Palmer on, 7th April to which event the
O.R.Q.M.S. and one other member were very kindly in
vited. We would like to take this opportunity on behalf
of all the staff of the Orderly Room to wish them every
happiness and good fortune for the future. Whilst the
Adjutant was away the affairs of the Orderly Room were
in the capable hands of Capt. J. R. Scouller. The latter
was thus in the fortunate position of being able to ensure
that his passage to U.K. went through without a hitch. Cpl.
Wilson is spending much thought and trouble on preparing
for his B.I. Trade Test and we wish him the best of luck.
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O.R.Q.M.S. Marshall has managed to take 7 days well
earned leave, the first since he arrived out here in Cyprus
in April, 1957. It is understood that he seized the oppor
tunity to visit some of the more interesting spots on this
delightful island. The coming of the hot weather has
brought in its train a recurrence of a slight complaint
affecting the skin, and Ptes. Barton and Bates have fallen
victims to it. Fortunately the complaint is not serious and
we are happy to say that both have now recovered.
The Part II Order Clerk, Pte. Dann, is now happily
counting the days towards the time when he will be able to
rejoirt his wife in England and demob.
Pte. Barton 996 (there are two Bartons on the staff)
is mournfully reduced to working on the flat duplicator.
The " X" machine having broken down at a critical
moment, duplicating is now a somewhat laborious job.
We welcome to the staff two new " boys, " Pte. Holden
and L/Cpl. Rossiter. L/Cpl. Rossiter is late of " B " Coy.
having been their coy. clerk for some considerable time.
Pte. Holden is being initiated into the mysteries of the
Despatch Section and seems to be coping very ably. The
" ancient one " has been amusing himself of late advertising
his imminent descent into " civvy " street and hoping for
the best. Results would appear to be negative for he was
heard speculating the other day on, the price of matches
and the possibilities of a pitch !
H.P.

SERGEANTS' MESS
The finals of the latest leg competition held at C.B.S.
Camp. Sgts". Mess, during the month of March, resulted in
the following titles being ceremoniously bestowed:—
1. Hollowest hollow legs. Cyprus district—Sgt. Bennie,
R.E.M.E.
2. Mr. Rubber Legs, J958—C/Sgt. Barton.
3. Legs most unlike legs—C.S.M. Smith.
4. Blackleg—Band CI Sgt. Clark.
Ladies' Division:
I. Prettiest legs. 2. Shapeliest legs: After appointing
eight different panels of judges, no result is forthcoming.
A stroke by stroke report will be contained in next month's
" Buster. "
Latest competitions being run and not yet decided
are:—
1. The Marathon. Any competitor with four or more
hours sleep in one night falls out. The field is still rather
large, with such people as C.S.M. Bert King. Sgt. Tim
Healey and Colin McGowan and of course the current
favourite, C.S.M. (The Bones) Smith, well to the fore. A
photo finish is a sure bet I feel.
2. The mostest leave in the shortest time. Way out in
front and with little chance of being overtaken is Sgt. Don
(The Nark) Skelding.
Our curry tiffins are gaining in popularity. The last
one held found us issuing over 160 tiffins. The bar takings
have reached an all time record with a total of a little over
£62 in one day. At 6d. a tot and a 1/ a bottle that works
out to some liquid! We have entertained the Navy on two
occasions which probably accounts for the rise in rum
sales. Our selection of records is very favourable also
and we now boast 14 out of the Top Twenty. Seeing the
speed and antics of some of our members whilst dancing
to these makes us thankful (working on the assumption
that friction causes heat) that we haven't got the whole Top
Twenty. The fire risk would be terrific. On,e of our
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members was heard to remark on one of our recent
" shindangles " that it was just like a "middle age teen
agers' party. "
With such remarks as "Get hep baby," "You're the
mostest " and "Set the pace Grace," we are inclined to
agree with him. Roy (the landlord) Kelly gets all "shook
oop " when he hears "Mama" being played and can be
relied on to entertain us on these occasions. We make
sure he is not serving drinks when it is played.
R.S.M. Parker is now the proud owner of the Volks
waggon, rust colour, registered number AN 279. He has
enlisted the aid of the Bandmaster Roy Watkins, M.B.E.,
A.R.C.M., O.S.H. (Order of the Star Hotel) in preparing
him for his driving test. Reports have it that he is doing
well, but would do better if he could get out of the habit
of driving with his pace stick under his arm. It does cause
a certain amount of discomfort to his passengers. We still
think the " No Smoking " notices plastered all over the car
spoils the look of it.
The Mess Committees have changed this month and
we now find C.S.M. " Pedler " Palmer performing the part
lime duties of P.M.C, Sgt. Ron Henden takes over the
messing reins from Band C/Sgt. Clark who set a high
standard in the last quarter. Ron is learning the ropes fast
and celebrated by going on local leave (before he gets
demobbed) and handed over to his 2/I.C., Sgt. Paddy A.L.
17 Quinn. "TomTom" Maj. Windsor Clark. G.S.M.
and 3 bars, now heads the Entertainments Committee and
has threatened us all with drum solos at our future " do's. "
Work has started on our outside mess. Our plan is
to have a larger dance floor with three sides covered for
sitting out. Coloured lights and sweet music should create
a romantic atmosphere. Sgt. " Tiddler" Ticehurst once
again assumes the appointment of foreman carpenter ably
assisted by his two nonunion colleagues Sgts. Roy Mead
and Ron Coleman. Tenders for the painters and decora
tors are being perused and to date Sgt. Harry Proctor and
his gang are lowest with two pints per square yard.
C.S.M. "Slim" Simmonite is spending a few days
leave showing Lily the sights. He was last seen emptying
his lighter into his petrol tank along the Waynes Keep road.
We hope he made it O.K. and did not have to enlist the
pushing powers of two mess members as he did on a
previous occasion. Sgt. Bob Hope has the laugh on all the
car owners here. His Lambrctta does about 20 miles to a
2d. tube of lighter fuel and is seldom caught out without
2d. in: his pocket.
Some mess members have recently had " crew cuts. "
Is it not strange the way the mind of man works? Until
recently the order was hair would be kept short. The
barber practically starved on his proceeds. Now the order
has been relaxed slightly, crew cuts are in abundance!
Daft isn't it?
HOCKEY

1 R.W.K. v. I Suffolk
Played at Kykko on Wednesday, 5th March, this re
turn match against 1 Suffolk proved something of a dis
appointment. I Suffolk were not fielding their strongest
side owing to the absence of their members from the Regi
mental Band. Like our Band, the Band of the Suffolk
Regiment is clearly a stronghold of hockey! The pitch
also has deteriorated since we last played. An athletics
field n.ow cut across it and small stones were beginning to
come to the surface. Nevertheless the game produced

Always choose the best—
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some good hockey from both sides. The I R.W.K. team
played together better in this match than usual and
definitely had the edge on the Suffolk team throughout.
Pte. Carr playing in his first game showed promise although
playing with a bandaged arm. 1 R.W.K. goals were
scored by Maj. Waring and Pte. Carr.
Result: I Suffolk I goal, 1 R.W.K. 2 goals.
1 R.W.K. v. Royal Horse Guards
Played on 1 R.W.K. pitch at C.B.S. Camp, on Wed
nesday, 12th March. The following scored goals: Lt. Lang
horne 4, Sgt. McGowan 3, Lt. Tarver 1, 2/Lt. Locker 1.
Result: I R.W.K. 9 goals, R.H.G. 0.
1 R.W.K. v. Cyprus District Signals Regt.
Played at Wolseley Barracks, on Saturday. 15th
March. The most unusual thing about this match was
that it was raining during the first few minutes of the game
and the ground was wet with large puddles on it. One
seldom plays in wet weather in Cyprus! Soon however,
the sun came out and as the pitch is largely tarmac all but
the worst puddles quickly evaporated. There was little
to choose between the two teams although the Signals
Regiment lasted better in the second half when they scored
their goal.
Result: 1 R.W.K. 0. Cyprus District Signals Regt. I.
1 R.W.K. v. 1 Middlesex
This match proved to be the highlight of the hockey
season. It was played at Dhekelia, on Wednesday, 19th
March, in hot sunny weather. In the fine new Middlesex
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camp the hockey pitch is marked out on the square. The
square faces out to sea and is perfectly level and tarmacked.
This ideal playing surface makes the ball move very
quickly and as a consequence the game was very fast. The
1 R.W.K. team rose magnificently to these conditions which
were quite new to them and played by far their best hockey
so far this season. Despite this we were up against a high
class team in the Middlesex Regiment who have since
reached the final of the Cyprus knockout competition.
Their superior passing and their experience of the ground
finally woni them the clay.
At the start of the match 1 Middlesex quickly took
the lead with three quick goals. The four or five lonely
R.W.K. supporters must have felt very embarrassed and
expected an ignominious Queen's Own defeat. But this
was not to be, for soon 1 R.W.K. replied with two goals
by Sgt. McGowan. Then a brilliant dribble by Sgt. Healey
made a gaping hole in the Middlesex defence. From a
narrow angle with the goalkeeper way out of his goal he
just missed scoring by a hairsbreadth with a beautiful re
verse stick shot.
At halftime the score was three goals to two in
favour of 1 Middlesex. The Middlesex soon scored again
after halftime, but McGowan kept 1 R.W.K. hopes alive
with his third goal. A fine hattrick! At this stage 2/Lt.
Locker who had been playing outstandingly well in the for
ward line had a nasty fall and severely grazed both his
hands and one elbow. This set back and our increasingly
obvious fatigue assisted the Middlesex in scoring one more
goal.
1 R.W.K. Team: Bdsrn. Lewis; Lt.Col. Manners,
C.S.M. Palmer; Lt. Tarver, Lt. Butler, L/Cpl. Healey; Capt.
Clarke, 2/Lt. Champion, Sgt. McGowan, 2/Lt. Locker, Sgt.
T. Healey.
Result: 1 Middlesex 5 goals, 1 R.W.K. 3 goals.
1 R.W.K. v. Waynes Keep
Played at Waynes Keep, on Saturday, 22nd March. 1
R.W.K. scorers: Lt. Langhorne 2, 2/Lt. Champion. I, Sgt.
McGowan 1.
Result: Waynes Keep 0, 1 R.W.K. 4.
1 R.W.K. v. 42 Survey Regiment, R.E.
Played at Zyyi, on Wednesday, 2nd April. The pitch
at Zyyi though a little on the small side was pleasantly
situated and had a fiat and fairly fast surface. Although
1 R.W.K. opened the scoring with a goal from 2/Lt. Locker
our play seemed to deteriorate hopelessly in a match we
could have won;. Nevertheless it was an enjoyable game of,
at times, good hockey. Our opponents who are classed as
a minor unit are carrying all before them in the Island
Minor Units competition. They certainly deserved their
win over us. C.S.M. Palmer sustained a nasty blow on
the leg which unfortunately made him barely able to con
tinue playing. This, however, did not influence the game
unduly as it occurred very near the end of the game.
Result: 42 Survey Regt. 2 goals, 1 R.W.K. 1 goal.
1 R.W.K. v. H.M.S. Barrosa
This match was played at Wolseley Barracks, on Sun
day, 6th April. A high scoring match with enthusiastic
play on both sides in true interService fashion. H.M.S.
Barrosa is a destroyer. 1 R.W.K. scorers : Sgt. Healey 2,
L/Cpl. Humphrey 2, Sgt. McGowan I and Pte. Carr 1.
Result: 1 R.W.K. 6 goals, H.M.S. Barrosa 3 goals.
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A preliminary 6aside match in the Cyprus Knockout
Competition! was played at Wolseley Barracks, on Thurs
day, 10th April. 1 R.W.K. scorers: Lt. Langhorne 1, Pte.
Carr 1.
Result: 1 R.W.K. 2 goals, Lakatamia Garrison I goal.
WIVES'

CLUB

The social evening for April was a very cosy affair.
The W.V.S. Hut not being available, the meeting took place
in the C.O.'s Office; this will perhaps convey to our readers
who have not had the pleasure (?) and privilege (?) of a
stay in Cyprus how hard up for suitable accommodation,
within the easiest reach of the majority of us, we are. We
don't very much enjoy the thought of depriving the soldiers
of their W.V.S. games room once a month as we know
what good use they make of it, but those at the top say
" keep the wives sweet too. " When, the weather is suitable
we may be meeting in a tent. To put up a tent here in
volves the use of an enormous compressor affair to blast
holes in the rock for supports. Rather a different pros
pect from the sketchy knowledge of these things retained
by any erstwhile Girl Guides amongst us. But, how lucky
we are in the unfailing help of our fairy godfathers in the
Quartermaster Department.
To return to the meeting—we were shown a series of
films by Mrs. Flint. They included shots of H.R.H. the
Duchess of Kent at three different regimental occasions,
various parades and some nostalgic scenes. The audience
seemed very appreciative and we can only assume they
really did enjoy them.
Mrs. Shearburn and Mrs. Hind collected cakes made
by members for a very successful tea stall they organised
at a large Red Cross bazaar held at the Ledra Palace Hotel
the following day.
Tea at the meeting was provided by Mrs. Marshall,
Mrs. Vine and Mrs. Pitchers. Mrs. Crumplin has been co
opted on to the Committee and has agreed to take over
treasurership from Mrs. Blake. Mrs. Manners is to be our
businesslike secretary.
Also present: Mrs. Blake, Mrs. Grubb, Mrs. Monckton,
Mrs. Manners, Mrs. Flint,Mrs.Marshall,Mrs.Simpson,Mrs.
Hind, Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Vine, Mrs. Barrett, Mrs. Chit
ticks, Mrs. Skelding, Mrs. Vale, Mrs. Spalding, Mrs. Tarver,
Mrs. Atkins, Mrs. Bryan, Mrs. Healey, Mrs. Pitchers, Mrs.
Scudder, Mrs. Brooks, Mrs. Kill, Mrs. Tidy, Mrs. Osborne,
Mrs. Cloke, Mrs. Mead, Mrs. Shearburn, Mrs. Clarke. Mrs.
Crumplin and Mrs. Waring. Mrs. Parker. Mrs. Marchant
and Mrs. Hurley intended to come and were disappointed
they never arrived.

Primrose and
Len Dairies, Ltd.
PASTEURISED MILK
CHANNEL ISLAND T.T. (Pasteurised) MILK
19, LOWER STONE ST., MAIDSTONE  Tel. 2610 & 51246
32, THE BROADWAY,
WEST MALLING
MAIDSTONE
Tel. West Mailing 3101
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4 th

5 th

BATTALION

First Aid Competition
E regret to report that the First Aid
Team competing in the Divisional
Finals at Shorncliffe (although getting a
good report from the judges, did not
succeed in bringing back the cup.
Any
way, we congratulate H.Q. Coy. Team, who
we know worked very hard in preparation
for the event, on a very good effort.

W

Bn. Shooting Team
Such has been the response to the call for volunteers
that we have been able to enter two teams for the main
competition at Hhe 44 Div. Rifle Meeting, which takes
place at Hythe on 26th and 27th April. It is a pity that the
meeting has come so early this year as we had been hoping
to do some intensive training at Camp. As it is competi
tors have had to be content with two very cold days on
Shoreham Range. We only hope that the end of April
produces some better weather than the beginning.
The
best of luck to the teams.
Certificate "A" Boards
In spite of our failure to persuade Schools C.C.F. Con
tingents to hold their Cert. "A" Boards at weekends, we
have still been able to meet the requirements.
Major
Wood and Major Large have been Presidents and Capt.
Watson, Capt. Clemence and Messrs. George, Curtis, Pars
low and Cyster members of Boards at the Skinners School,
Tunbridge Wells, Sevenoaks School and Dartford Grammar
School.
Exercise Blue Pennant
Majors and Captains attended this Brigade Exercise
at Avebury Avenue on 29th and 30th March. Some of
them appear in an impressive looking picture in the
"Courier" this week. The exercise will be followed up by
one for all Officers of the Bn. on Sunday, 4th May, at
Avebury Avenue. Those who attended Exercise Blue Pen
nant ought to know some of the answers. Incidentally,
there is one question we don't know the answer to. On
these occasions we send out a notice to Officers asking them
to return a reply slip which says:
"*I will/cannot attend the Exercise on
*Delete words not appropriate."
The writier is reminded of Oriental habits in answer
ing invitations. Aprrt from the minority who either accep
ted or declined in the orthodox way, there were four
classes. Those who: —
(a) Didn't answer and didn't come:
(b) Didn't answer but turned up;
(c) Accepted but didn't come;
(d) Refused but came all the same.
The T.A., it appears, can beat this by adding a fifth
category, namely those who answer, but don't say whether
they are coming or not.
Exercise " Hopeful Travel "
After long and arduous preparation this Exercise took
place as planned on 12th and 13th April. We will publish

a full account of the exercise next month; we have space
here only to publish the results, by way of a Stop Press
announcement.
Order of finishing in the inter unit competition was: —
1—5 Buffs
7620 points
2—507 Coy. R.A.S.C. "A" .... 1745
„
3—4/5 R.W.K
6220
„
4—507 Coy. R.A.S.C. "B" .... 6020
„
5—4 Buffs
5805
„
6—303 Bn. W.R.A.C
5725
„
The order of finishing for the Queen's Own was (36
runners): —
4th—A Coy. (Sgt. Smith, Cpl. Everest) . . 1390 points
7th—B Coy. (Sgt. Weeks, L/C Mansell .. 1365
„
16th—C Coy. (Maj. Pennells, C.S.M. Jones) 1265
„
24th—Sp. Coy. (Cpl. Fitzgerald, Cpl. Cheal) 940 „
31st—H.Q. Coy. (Sgt. Cheseman, Cpl.
Rogers
675
„
33rd—D Coy. (C.S.M. Buck, .Sgt. Redpath) 585
Visitors
The Adjutant's Book has record of the following: —
Colonel Basil Clay on War Office business; Major Ian
Macmillan to say goodbye before going off to Cyprus; Mr.
Jones, of Charringtons, presumably on business, but then
he is very sociable so it is not easy to tell; Capt. Geoffrey
Howlett, en route between Eaton Hall and Mon's O.C.S.,
to pass the time of day.
Tailpiece
ODE TO A STEN AND PISTOL SHOOT
I've won a spoon, 'tis made of wood,
I have it—not for being good.
It is mine for aiming poor—couldn't hit a big barn
door!
In my defence, I say with sorrow
I'm here to Pay, and Gun tomorrow.
Volunteers of the Boer War
We saw with great interest the following items in the
Tonbridge Free Press.
1 Ith April, 1958.
MR. HERITAGE SERVED IN THE BOER WAR.
A Tonbridge man who has seen six reigns and was one
of the five volunteers who went from Tonbridge to serve
in the Boer War, wants to know if any of his old wartime
colleagues are still alive.
He is 80yearsold Mr. Ernest Charles Heritage, of 63,
Thorpe Avenue, Tonbridge, the father of SubOfficer Jack
Heritage, of Tonbridge Fire Brigade.
Mr. Heritage joined the 1st Battalion of The Queen's
Cwn Royal West Kent Regiment as a volunteer in 1893 and
served with them for three or four years. Fie then left the
Regiment, but when volunteers were called for at the out
break of war he joined again and went to South Africa,
where he spent 14 months.
Only five Tonbridge men were in the party, and Mr.
Heritage says they were Jimmy Flood. George Payne, Cole
man, Wilcox and himself. After they had been in South
Africa for some time two more men, named Chapman and
Elliott, come out to relieve them, but Mr. Heritage never
saw them. Mr. Heritage's party joined the Territorials the
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days after the Grenadier Guards had been ambushed
between a veldt fire and the enemy, suffering heavy casual
ties.
18th April, 1958.
NEWS OF THE FIVE.
Our story last week about Boer Veteran Mr. E. C.
Heritage brought a ready response from readers. Mr. A.
Chapman, of 11, Hadlow Road, Tonbridge, who appears
to be the only survivor other than Mr. Heritage, has writ
ten, to say that he believes George Payne has died.
Miss Coleman, of 40, Springwell Road, Tonbridge,
wrote to say that Mr. Coleman died 28 years ago, and sent
us this photograph of the five who went out to South Africa.
Mrs. Read, of Hadlow, the niece of Jimmy Flood, tells
us that he died in 1944, and she still keeps as souvenir his
Soldier's Bible issued to him in South Africa and his iron
rations. These are in a sealed container which has never
been opened and still has "Boer War—1900" on the leather
seal. Mrs. Read says she believes that it contains Bovril,
chocolate and biscuits.
Mr. Heritage said he never opened his, but believes
that Mrs. Read is right about the contents.
Mr. Chapman, of Hadlow Road, was one of the two
reliefs that went out to South Africa in 1902. He says his
companion was called Bassett, not Elliott, and they were
attached to the 1st Volunteer Battalion of The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
We have written to the Editor as follows: —
To the Editor, Tonbridge Free Press.
Dear Sir,—The correspondence about volunteers of the
South African War is of great interest to serving Terri
torials as a chapter in the History of the Regiment.
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The 1st and 2nd Volunteer Battalions of The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment sent six officers and more
than two hundred other ranks to reinforce the 2nd Batta
lion during the South African War.
The 1st Volunteer
Battalion was the ancestor of the 4th Battalion (Territorial
Army) and the 2nd of the 5th Battalion (Territorial Army)
into which they were formed on the formation of the
Territorial Army in 1908.
The two prewar Territorial
Battalions are now amalgamated into the 4th/5th Batta
lion.
When the Colours were presented to the new T.A.
Battalions, the Battle Honour emblazoned on the Colours
was South Africa 19001902, an honour which was be
queathed by the Volunteers to the new T.A. Battalions.
Later, in recognition of the distinguished services of the
Territorial Army in the Great War 191418, Territorial
Battalions were given the honour of carrying the same
honours as the Regular Battalions of the Regiment.
It is possible that many families have interesting relics
of the Service of relatives in the Volunteers, such as those
mentioned by Mrs. Read of Hadlow. It may well be that
these are treasured family possessions which their owners
wouldn't dream of parting with; but may I suggest that, if
there are any languishing unregarded in attics, there is an
admirable home for them in the Regimental Museum at
Maidstone?
Although the service of Regular Units of the Regi
ment is well commemorated in the Museum, the Volun
teers are not so well represented.
Finally, may I have your permission to send extracts
from your column and the photograph for publication in
the Queen's Own Gazette?
Yours faithfully,

"A" COMPANY
A voice so thrilling ne'er was heard,
In springtime from the Cuckoo bird,
Breaking the silence of the seas,
Among the farthest Hebrides.

The five volunteers who went to the Boer War
from. Tonbridge.
They are (from left to
right): Jimmy Flood, Mr. Coleman, George
Payne, Mr. Wilcox and Mr. Heritage.
Kind permission of the Tonbridge Free Press.

We put the clocks forward and A Company emerges
from hibernation to report that Sgt. Maume got back from
a month's leave. We accept with caution the report that
he spent a week celebrating St. Patrick's Day and three
weeks recovering.
On 8th and 9th March the Company had a busy week
end, spending Saturday afternoon on a wireless and map
reading exercise and Sunday taking a party of Cadets from
Maidstone Grammar School to Lydd to see a demonstra
tion of the Medium Machine Gun. Incidentally, the Train
ing Major also had a busy time just before this event,
owing to a misunderstanding over the precise meaning of
the term "It's all iaid on."
Congratulations to Sgt. Cavanagh on his recent
marriage. We offer our best wishes for their future happi
ness to him and his bride.
To Sgt. Smith and Cpl. Everest on their success in
Exercise "Hopeful Travel."
Welcome to Pte. Southwick, who has recently joined
the Company on transfer from 4th East Yorkshire Regi
ment.
Farewell with great regret, to Charlie Hendricks, an old
stalwart of the Regiment who has for many years run our
Canteen.
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" B " COMPANY
The month started with a full scale C.D. Exercise
during the first weekend.
The exercise owed nearly all
its success to the splendid assistance given by the Orpington
Civil Defence H.Q. and the St. John Ambulance Brigade.
Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning were occupied
with lectures and films on First Aid, Rescue and the
Control of C.D. operations.
Sunday afternoon saw a
practical exercise in rescue and first aid with live "victims"
provided by the long suffering members of the local
Casualty Branch.
The post mortem indicated that the
technique of the rescuers had improved considerably.
The rest of the month, with routine training, was dull
by contrast, though we think we have not been wasting our
time. Especially as we can report that two new recruits
have joined, though final approval is still awaited.
Congratulations to Mrs. Daws, and, of course, Pte.
Daws, on the birth of a daughter.

"C"

COMPANY

On Sunday, 9th March, the Company held a wireless
and map reading exercise, theory indoors in the morning
and out and about in the afternoon. It was interesting to
note that Sgt. Palmer's 88 Set, which had maintained only
sketchy contact with the rest of the net, came up loud and
clear when the truck carrying it bogged down on a verge.
Their plaintive cry was soon answered and recovery
speedily effected.
We have attested one new recruit and await final
approval.
The Company has suffered from lack of officers. No
sooner had Mr. Morley Jacob left us for D Company, at
that time worse off than us, then Mr. Gregson was off to
Australia. Mr. macLachlan. is out of action with a broken
leg, the consequence of his addiction to dangerous sports in
the Swiss Apis. Though there is better news of the
progress of Capt. Duggan, it is still going to be some time
before we see him back again fit for duty.
C.S.M. Jones and Major Pennells have been busy pre
paring themselves to represent the Company on Exercise
"Hopeful Travel." The Company truck has been jealously
kept off the road for maintenance and Sgt. Rump was over
heard to remark: "They'll be all right as long as they don't
take a blinking compass." How they fared you will learn in
next month's report.
For the future, we have plans for some Field Train
ing in Rippingford Park on 20th April and a Recruiting
Exercise in Sevenoaks on 10th May.

" D " COMPANY
A fairly eventful month from our point of view, for a
change. We had, by way of experiment, at least for us,
a Sunday training programme at the Drill Hall, which was
devoted entirely to weapon training. We were glad to have
Mr. MorleyJacob, whom we welcome on his transfer from
C Company. He is by way of being an expert in such
warlike matters as the stripping, assembling, etc., of a brcn
gun and had us floundering about on the floor attempting,
always with the wrong arm, to change the gas regulator—
and we got the idea we were not so good as we thought we
were.

We have started a short sharp session of basketball
at the end of each Tuesday drill night. This has proved
to be highly successful, with the exception of one or two of
the more faint hearted, who take their exercise from the
touch line. We are, none of us, yet experienced enough to
be fully authoritative on the subject of rules of the game,
but we look to Sgt. Everett for guidance, but find it,
frankly, confusing when he is playing, because when we
accuse him of breaking a rule he always manages to find
another one that provides a getout. If it does nothing else
it will get us a little fitter for camp.
Our most recent addition in the recruiting line, Rum
bold, has shaken us. Having put in an appearance on drill
nights for a few weeks, he has now rushed off to enlist for a
fantastic number of years in the regular army.
We feel
that, although he is a loss to our unit, if records are kept
for showing our recruiting progress we should get a double
bonus for such an effort. He was, of course, well known
to us, having been with the Company during his National
Service commitment. We wish him the best of luck.
I am pleased to be able to report that last night
another recruit introduced yet again by Corp. Jones, passed
his medical and was duly attested. We rather suspect that
Cpl. Jones will ultimately succeed in bringing all his work
mates to the Unit—in which case the Electricity Board
will be presented with no small problem at camp time.
We duly carried out our trial on the subject of gas
and we used the back stores in which to set up a gas
chamber, which soon resembled a chamber of horror under
the guidance of Sgt. Everett, ensconsed in his gas mask and
fiendishly heating up quantities of capsules lachrymatory,
with results which did not belie their title.
On that evening we were delighted to see Mr.
Fergusson, now serving as a District Officer in Sarawak,
who, in the cause of experience suffered the tortures of the
gas chamber, played basketball with us and then regaled
us mightily with tales of the indigenous Sea Dyaks with
whom he is in the process of becoming acquainted. He
seems to be living a most remarkable existence miles from
anywhere and surrounded with superstition and a rapidly
encroaching Chinese population.
We hope that he will
visit us again before his leave is up.
We are, of course, putting a team in for the coming
M.T. rally, but without undue optimism because, owing to
the exigencies of the Post Office, both our competitors
have been deprived of adequate practice.
However, if
sheer enthusiasm will help we may still be well placed.
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SUPPORT COMPANY
C.S.M. Fox and Cpl. Fitzgerald have been very busy
putting up our new recruiting posters all over the Tunbridge
Wells area and as a result we can proudly say that hundreds
of ablebodied young men are pouring in. There was such
a large queue ol" them last Tuesday the Company Com
mander could not park his car. In fact we have so many
men now we intend to loan our spare recruits to other
Companies at a pound a day during camp this year.
Now our little day dream is over we must admit that
our new recruits are conspicuous by their absence, but as
our posters have only been up a week, perhaps it is too
early to judge.
One poster which had been very securely fixed was
only up for twenty minutes. We would very much welcome
the enterprising individual who took it down as a recruit:
we would soon forget his misdeeds if he would only come
and join.
On Sunday, April 20th, we plan to tour the area with
all our support weapons and set up static displays in the
local villages to get a few locals interested. We hope we
will be able to report to our readers about our many new
recruits in the near future, but if we don't get any, at least
we can say we tried our best.
In a local. .22 League we regret we were beaten by
the Tonbridge Home Guard despite the gallant efforts of
Lt. and Pte. Cyster.
The Company also had two enjoyable days on Shore
ham ranges during March, and the standard of shooting
was very much better than last year.
Cpls. Fitzgerald and Cheal will be representing the
Coy. in the forthcoming M.T. Rally, and we wish them
the best of luck.
We would like to welcome Pte. Verier, who has trans
ferred to us from the Kent Yeomanry.

H.Q. COMPANY
There is an old saying that March comes in like a lion
and goes out like a lamb. Rather a similar circumstance
seems now to apply to our First Aid Team, which unfor
tunately failed to maintain its series of success and was
defeated in the Divisonal Finals on the 16th March.
The evening training has been devoted mainly to cadre
training of the M.T. and Signal Platoons. The Jikely out
come seems to be that all drivers will also be operators and
all operator drivers. The W.R.A.C. have shown mild
interest in these activities and has been regularly repre
sented, by one member, affectionaely known to us as "Sal."
The Company Officers have been concerned in various
weekend activities, including a sten and pistol shoot (who is
Derringer Bob?) and a Brigade indoor exercise upon a
superb sand landscape model.
The main social event of the month was the marriage
on 15th March, at the Church of Saints Peter and Paul,
Broadwell, Gloucestershire, of Capt. T. J. R. Robson and
Miss Carolyn Bridgewater. A cheerful (and almost ribald)
guard of honour included Major Bobby and Captain
CalverJones, who transmitted to Capt. and Mrs. Robson
our sincere wishes for their continued happiness and a long
life together.

W

ITH the reintroduction of departmental notes this
month, there is little for your correspondent to do
but act as referee between the various scribes and as censor
to the more seditious and libellous passages.
On 3rd April there was an, " At Home " for parents
and friends of recruits of "VIMIERA" and "CORUNNA"
Platoons. Col. Basil Clay who was staying with us for a
short while was able to sec the displays and seemed quite
impressed. We hope we shall have the pleasure of his
company again in the n,ottoodistant future.
2/Lt. Evers reported for duty on 1 Ith April, and having
performed the almost statutory Orderly Officer found him
self in charge of a draft of 80 men for the 1st Bn. who
were staged at Canterbury since these barracks were
already overcrowded. The draft finally
left on the
Nevasa on the 19th and should be in Nicosia by now.
The Brigade rifle meeting was held at Guildford on
the 15th and 2/Lt. Coles, the shooting officer, entered a
team composed of Maj. Weymouth. C.S.M. Wilde, C/Sgt.
Heyfron, C/Sgt. Standley. Sgt. Potts, Cpl. Lowe and Ptes.
Archer and Weatherley for the Open Match. They came
fourth. In the Recruits' Match we were represented by
Ptes. Archer, Bymore. Fitch, Feast, Perrett and Pelling
and came fourth again. However, we particularly con
gratulate Archer who was runnerup for the best individual
rifle shot with a score of 55 points.
On 16th. one of Her Majesty's Inspectors of Educa
tion came to watch Sgt. Wagner (R.A.E.C.) at work. It
was the opening lecture to a new intake and concerned the
whys and wherefores of Pt. 1 and 2 Orders. Reports that
he has been asked to give an encore for the Adjutant are
unfounded.
Depot Training Coy.
"Oh to be in Trg. Coy. now that Spring is here."
This is the thougiht continuously on our minds and it must
be said that after weapon training periods on the back
field during the long and cold winter, the fine weather has
not come too soon.. To say that during the past few weeks
Trg. Coy. has just been busy is an understatement, what
with preparing for a twoday exercise, the District Rifle
Meeting, settling in a new intake and training a team of
boxers, the activity for Trg. Coy. has carried on till past
16.30 hours daily. Even the Orderly Room wonders how
the Coy. Clerk can manage without going on a Clerk's
Course.
C.S.M. Wilde, M.M.. recently back from a Platoon
Weapons Course at Hythe, did extremely well and is to be
congratulated on obtaining a " B " grade. Also a " Well
Done " to Cpl. Lowe who was graded " C plus. " Need
less to say as usual the Trg. N.C.O.s are on their toes.
Congratulations also go to Cpls. Gould, Grainger, Sharp,
Smallwood and Wilders on their recent promotion.
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The new intake consists of V1TTOR1A Platoon under
Sgt. Martin and Cpls. Smallwood and Wilders, and
ALMAREZ Platoon under .Sgt. Tillman, Cpls. Lowe,
Sharp and L/Cpl. Watts. This intake has settled down
very well and the various competitions will undoubtedly
be keenly fought.
The weather for the Acrise exercise on 29th and 30th
April was ideal as requested by CORRUNA and V1MERA
Platoons wiho tempted "Mother Nature" by sleeping out
in groundsheet Bivouacs and also for the first time tried
their hand at messtin cooking. This proved very success
ful and was a valuable part of their training. Nevertheless
they certainly missed and appreciated the usual " Help
Yourself Messing" provided by Sgt. Frost and his cooks.
Talking of food. Capt. Abplanalp is still scratching his
head and wondering how fresh eggs and bread came out of
Compo tins. Still as ihe agreed, the food supplied to the
Adm. Staff by Cpl. Edwards and L/Cpl. Anderson was
" Excellent. "
During the scheme Sgt. Potts, assisted by two re
enlisted members of the Bn. in Malaya, L/Cpl. Aylmore
and Pte. Haley, acted as enemy. He was suitably attired
in foreign uniform and spent his time ambushing all and
sundry.
To show his versatility he also acted as a " Virgin
Princess " on the night exercise. I leave any comments
to his fellow members of the Sgts'. Mess.
It was also very noticeable that Mr. Coles is an expert
camper who seems to enjoy open air life and romping
around in the woods; he will I'm sure "pump" for more
of these exercises.
Everyone knows that under the expert hands of Capt.
Abplanalp, Sgt. Turner and L/Cpl. Bishop, the senior in
take have produced a team of boxers. Although they are
excused certain duties they more than make up for it
during their arduous training periods early in the morning
and also in the evening. They recently defeated a team of
boxers from the junior intake in a keenly contested match.
Although winning handsomely on points, most of the
bouts were very close and the junior intake are to be con
gratulated on the spirit shown. We all wish our boxers
luck in the " Hardy Cup " match against The Buffs.
While we are on the subject of sport, Trg. Coy. has
many enthusiasts besides boxers. Mr. Coles as well as
being a keen, hockey player himself is Depot Sports Officer
and has plenty to do. Mr. Smith is scraping the bottom
of the barrel for cricketers, even trying from the " anti
cricket league
of the Orderly Room. Cpl. Edwards is
pleased with the Badminton progress and has high hopes
for next season.
Although the C.S.M. is not too keen on everyone
" disappearing ' on Wednesday afternoons, he has now
started swimming training and so there is hope after all.
In any case he could always join the Q.M. for a walk round
barracks.
It is believed that the R.S.M. and C.S.M. have shares
in the local barbers' business (Not Sweeneys), but as Pte.
Franklin (Coy. Clerk) would say, especially to N.S. men,
' If you can t take a joke you shouldn't have joined. "
Quartermongers (H.E.)
Orders are Orders. Down through the proper
channels comes the request that Quartermongers of the
various classes and grades throughout the Empire require
to know what activities engage the time and brains of that
mighty army at the Depot known as the " Q " Dept.

Sooner or later, if you pass through the Depot, you
will become for a short or long time (dependent on
whether you are excused boots, waiting, awaiting, com
passionate, missed your boat or 'plane, excused hard work,
or just " Don't want to go to Cyprus") a member of tihe
" Q " Dept., for it would seem that the Dept. always has
more work than manpower. Most members of this
auxiliary army will at once become extremely efficient in
the art of quitting barracks at 1600 hours daily and dis
cover that the only difference between a 36 hours pass and
a 48 hour pass is the ability or otherwise of members of
one's family and relatives, however distant, to cooperate
with invitations to weddings, births, illnesses, christenings,
etc.
Having introduced ourselves to the readers, it is our
intention to contribute monthly in future without fear or
favour, and to hang out our dirty linen. If we run. out of
washing, then we will take in some other Dept's. laundry
and starch all who dare cross our path.
Cricket once more rears its ugly head in the Depot,
and many a jaundiced eve is turned toward the small patch
of rust that nestles between the green of the hockey and
soccer pitches. Its a funny thing about that cricket pitch,
during the winter it is nothing more than just another
patch of brown earth bounded by four iron stakes and a
length of telephone cable. Let the first thrush trill its
merry call over the assault course and what a transforma
tion takes place. After only two weeks work there now
rests a patch of brown earth, liberally sprinkled with worm
casts, with only four lovingly tended holes where those
stakes used to be. Fearful that a blade of grass might ruin
this effect, Dicky Bird is out at crack of dawn with a
machine that addicts refer to as " the heavy roller, " pound
ing away until "lights out" at each budding blade that
has the unwarranted temerity to seek the sun.
And what of the pitch when all is to Dickie's satis
faction? One might consider that a cover would be placed
over this holy ground and a guard mounted to ensure its
safety, but no. Any afternoon one can see twentytwo
grown men hopping over it like mad and wearing hob
nailed boots.
" Casting a ball at three straight sticks,
And defending them with a fourth. "
As though this were not salt enough to Dick's wounds,
occasionally the man with the loose stick (" batsman " I
think the word is, but hasten to correct me if 1 have made
a faux pas) walks out from his painted Iin.e and severely
wallops the ground in front of him to flatten another
mischievous blade of grass that has somehow missed Dick's
eagle eye. Ah, the frailty of man.
Pte. May, or Clerk (and 1 use the word loosely) has
been bitten by the cricket bug, but as yet his efforts are
only directed at a .huge notice board on which he is paint
ing "Total " and " Last Player. " One can only hope that
his interest will wane with each brush stroke, because
losing C/Sgt. Standley to hockey every Wednesday was
quite acceptable, but a man lost to cricket is a man lost
forever.
R.Q.M.S. Stone, alternating from desk to denims with
amazing ease, is now engaged in. that most absorbing of
pastimes—"counting days." After twentyfive years'
good service one would imagine that days would not make
much difference, but his step appears lighter and his eye
brighter. He assures me that he would soldier all over
again, given the opportunity, and uttered so fervently one
can onJy believe him.
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On a sober note, we trust that Lt. (Q.M.) J. Grubb, of
the 1st Bn., will soon recover from his illness and be able
to resume the task of maintaining the high standard of
quartermongering which has always existed in the Regi
ment.
More of the Staff next month, otherwise we will need
a Gazette of our own.. We will mention that Charley
Hendrick is in the best of health and spirits, and that Cpl.
West soldiers on despite his bad feet, but that's all. In
somebody's immortal words.
"The moving finger writes, and having writ....
Moves on "
and so will I.
Aintgotnone.
Cricket
At long last the Summer is upon us and our thoughts
are once more centred upon playing the National Game—
and it is your new correspondent's first duty to put right a
few seditious and very misleading statements made in
previous issues of this magazine by a prominent member
of the D.A.C.L.
Firstly, it is acknowledged that our new issue of
flannels does have an average waistband size of 42 inches
but that is a failing which the tailor is now remedying in
time for our opening game on May 7th. It is also pointed
out that, despite all false hopes which may have arisen in
the minds of certain members of the D.A.C.L., that
hallowed square of ground in the middle of the back field
promises to be in wellnight perfect condition.
The structure of the XI this year depends largely on
the availability of certain members of the Permanent Staff;
so far the Orderly Room has produced the most likely
regular members in Tucker, wicketkeeper. Wrigley, a bats
man of some promise if he concentrates, and Cpl. Miles
who thinks he prefers bowling but really likes an occasional
break from his typewriter. However, since the Adjutant
is lord and master of these particular candidates it looks
as if the Cricket Officer is in for a trying time—what a
life! For the rest, Franklin, (another clerk!!) has shown
at the nets that he possesses a certain amount of ability and
S.l. Turner looks likely to be an opening bowler. It is
hoped that these will form the basis of the team with some
recruits and other likely looking players in support. The
questions of an umpire is always very vexing but this year
Pte. May has volunteered for the job and he is soon to
attend a oneday course to brush up his rules and regula
tions; when May volunteered for this course the Quarter
master could be heard bemoaning the fact far and wide—
which probably accounts for some rather jaundiced re
marks in his departmental notes this month—remarks
obviously intended for the amusement of the unenlightened
but which have become increasingly dull by virtue of their
recent monotonous regularity.
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There was at one time, many years ago, beloved of
the more ancient members (alright Pebble, don't bow like
that, you'll slip a disc or something) when life in the Ante
Room was dominated by the bar. the billiards table, and
the crib board. People used to talk to each other as well,
we're told. Then came T.V. upon the scene and beer was
drunk (but not to much of it) in a halflit world, dominated
by moving shadows on a flickering screen: conversation
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became a forgotten art, billiards cues warped in their cob
webbed racks and the crib board was used to light the tire.
But now, things are different again. Night after night
the T.V. remains blank, the control knobs have rusted in
the " OIT " position, and visitors find the place ablaze with
light. Why the change? What's happened? We'll tell
you in two words....a Silent Member. Installed to pro
vide pleasant intervals, and to boost mess funds a little,
this clanking, whirring, spinning devil has gripped the
minds and pockets of most members, and the constant cry
is " Got any tanners? " Groups of devotees huddle around
it, gasping and groaning, sometimes cheering an all too
rare winning spin, and offering advice on " Long pulls,"
"Slow pulls," Gentle tugs," "Double taps" and "Kick
the. .. .thing." Some win (temporarily), most lose but
one thing is certain—King Tele is dead: long live the King!!
Funds, incidentally, are far healthier, although mem
bers' bank balances are shrinking. They do say in town,
that you can always tell a Queen's Own sergeant—he keeps
his taniners in a separate pocket. Even Jim Shoebridge, re
puted to own three rows of houses (and we've seen one of
these mansions so there must be something in the story!)
has been seen to spend money on the machine, without
success. C.S.M. Ken Wilde, recently returned from Hythe
with a " B" grading (well done!) 'has passed his Training
Tests on the Thing and joined the Jackpot Club—but. oh
dear, it all went back. Some say he's going to mortgage
his motorbike.
Other members of the Jackpot Club (to join you have
to win the Jackpot) are Ron Scrivens (foundermember) our
caterer. He practices behind closed shutters: C/Sgts.
Standley's father (how did he creep in there), and two of
the Old and Bold, Ned King an.d Bill Ladell.
We arc pleased to hear that R.S.M. Hills will be
leaving hospital shortly, completely recovered, we hope.
But wait until he sees the gap in the Mess silver; sad to
say. the Martini Trophy, that has graced our shelves for so
long (we nearly took it on charge) was lost in the recent
Home Counties District Shoot. C.S.M. Wilde, C/Sgts.
lorry Hcyfron and Standley were Mess members involved
in the Depot Team, but they had no success. " How can;
you shoot in a thundering gale? " they ask.
As we go to press, the Hardy Cup Boxing Team are
off to Canterbury to fight Depot, The Buffs. Our muscle
man, Geoff Turner (A.P.T.C.) has been working them hard,
and Tara (R.S.M. Watts) has rendered valuable service as
a sparring partner. How's the eye. George?
Talking of sparring partners, rumour has it that Sgt.
" Bill " Williams—yes. he's still here, but wearing a beret
now—is due to enter the matrimonial stakes. All the best
Bill—d'you want the ante room couch as a wedding
present?
Visitors have been scarce this month. Sgt. Scudder
(1st Bn.) came to see us, but no others that we can recall.
A pity, that—we're always glad to see familiar faces at any
time. Besides, you might have some tanners!! (There it
goes again, clink", chink, clank, whirr, whirr, whirr, click—
missed it again).
And so with the all too familiar strains of the one
armed bandit ringing in our ears, we must close. More
news next month—oh. before we go; anybody want to buy
a pair of statuettes, classical, female, watercarrying?
Step Press!!
At long last, after 5 years the Hardy Cup is back
again in its place of honour among the Mess Silver. Well
done lads!!

QUEENS OWN
PASTePmENT

ASSOCIATION
BROMLEY

BRANCH

1 fear that my report to our readers will not be
iengthly this month owing to the fact that although we had
our annual social on March 29th last, there was no business
meeting. So here goes ! !
1 mentioned in my last notes that our President and
Standard Bearer were both under the weather. 1 am happy
to report that the former is much better, but not entirely
fit. The latter 1 have heard about, but unofficially and not
authenticated, he is having a very poor time. We trust that
the brighter days, which have so far eluded us. will have a
beneficial effect on them, and indeed for all of us, for the
lack of King Sol is n.ow affecting everyone.
Also 1 made allusion in my social notes that 1 would
give names of songs introduced by the concert party. My
informant unfortunately, has let me down in this respect,
but he furnished me with names of the artistes. Suffice
it to say, those who were present will recall most of the
tunes. The party consisted as follows : Pianist. Jack Ellis:
drums, Jack Ellis junior; guitar. Alee Hunter: the Cheerful
Couple. Bruce Wheeler and Arthur Chapman; speciality
dancer, Little Tess, only 14 years old; the Prince of Rock
'n' Roll, young Garry; " A lady takes a bath," an amusing
action picture, unspoken, by Arthur Kelly who was also
the compere, and lastly, some amusing Army cameos by
Bob Parker, M.B.E., who presented the show an.d whom 1
erroneously reported previously as the compere. For this
latter, my apologies. There were the usual concerted
numbers.
1 would be failing in my duty if 1 did not mention the
fact that many letters of appreciation have been received
by us from delighted visitors, thanking us for our hospi
tality and a grand evening spent amongst old timers and in
many respects the old canteen atmosphere, less any
" rudery. " 1 particularly quote a passage from the Mayor
of Bromley's letter: "The informality carried my mind
back to the past, but was a new experience for the Mayoress
which she greatly enjoyed. " Need I say more ?
Can You Beat It?
Mr. Brown, of Hounslow, like many more of us, was
a " Terrier " in pre 1914 days and recently he brought along
a copy of 5 Bn. Orders for June, 1914. They are in a per
fect state of preservation and although I was unable to
spare the time to peruse them, my guess is that they, apart
from Regimental archives, the only copy in existence. I
think that they would make an ideal museum piece and to
this end 1 shall try to encourage him to send them to Maid
stone. He is all for the Regiment and 1 am sorry that we
did not " find him " many years ago.
Have We " Broken the Ice ? "
On Saturday. April 19th, together with Mr. Wilks, our
vicechairman. I journeyed to town on invitation to visit
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the London Branch of The Buffs, P. and P. Association.
We were received very cordially and after formal intro
duction to their President, Brigadier E. FosterHall, M.C.,
and the Chairman, Mr. L. King, by their Secretary, Mr.
Scott, we were enthusiastically welcomed. The meeting
then proceeded and was of an interesting nature, the salient
features being much the same as our own. It would be
infra dig to mention any of it, so I'll leave it at that. I
learn that their membership is in the region of 1,400 and
that they take enthusiastic associate members—just before
the close of the meeting, Mr. Wilks presented Mr. Scott
with a current copy of the Q.O.G., at the same time point
ing out the full particulars of our Association including
addresses of branches, etc., and giving their members an.
invitation to attend either the London or Bromley Branches
on their respective meeting nights. I was able to confirm
this and in the interests of the inevitable amalgamation of
the two Regiments, I am sure the Colonel of the Regiment
will be pleased and appreciate the fact that wc are pioneer
ing his wishes to further the interest of the union between
the two Regiments. 1 am able also to report that "Timber"
was in attendance, a little late, but that was excusable as
I learn that he had done the return journey to Silverstone
and back on his little " chuffchuff. " This was quite a
feat and ihe must have nursed it very well. Well done
Timber! ! Our best wishes to all in and connected with the
Regiment.
Iwuzz Thayre.
CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

St. George's Day Festival Service was held at St.
George's Church. Perry Hill. Catford, S.E.23, at 6.30 p.m.
on Sunday, 27th April, 1958, when the Branch in company
with the Bromley and Maidstone Branches, the Brockley
Branch of the R.A.F. Association and the London; Branch
of the Royal East Kent Regiment, together with the Cubs,
Guides and Scouts of the district paid tribute to England's
Patron Saint.
The Church was packed as during the opening hymn
the flags of all the organisations represented were received
by the Vicar, the Rev. Eric A. Metcalfe, B.A., at the altar
rails, the Union Flags being draped on the altar, whilst the
Standards were placed in the Sanctuary.
This was the first time that the Vicar officiated at this
ceremony, which has become a feature of the Church's
Calendar, and very much anticipated by all those interested,
and I believe by the general congregation.
We of the Catford Branch are proud to help in this
celebration, and are very grateful to those who travel long
distances, such as from Maidstone to assist. The service
went very smoothly and very happily. We were all very
pleased that Major Pyrke. of the Bromley Branch, had been
invited to read the second lesson, which he did very clearly
and confidently.
Mr. Metcalfe opened his sermon by welcoming the
Branches of the " Queen's Own," the Branches of The
" Buffs " (as the East Ken.t Regt. is known) and the R.A.F.
as well as the Cubs, Guides and Scouts of the district.
The main theme of his thoughts was of the Red Cross
of St. George, what it meant to those in the past, how the
example of that Saint led to the erection of the Church we
were worshipping in, and the self sacrifice of the hero of
the famous battle of Kohima, L/Cpl. Harman, V.C., of the
4th Bn. of the " Queen's Own, " and how the parish should
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follow these in helping to make the appeal for the War
Refugees a success.
It was a very impressive sermon, very real and forceful,
on.e not easily to be forgotten.
After prayers the Flags and Standards were handed
back to the Bearers, those of the juniors were lined in front
of the choir, with the Catford Branch in front of the Vicar's
Stall, the others were lined up in the aisle below the Chancel,
facing the altar, a very colourful and memorable picture.
The processional hymn signalled the advance of the choir
led by the cross, from the chancel, the banners of the
Churches' Organisations being placed in their recognised
positions, with those of the Cubs, Guides and Scouts with
escorts. Immediately following the Churches' Banner of
St. George, came those of the Regimental and R.A.F. units.
The procession ended with the clergy.
It was a most impressive sight as it wended its way
round the Church, and finally resumed former positions.
A note from the organ signalled the National Anthem,
which was sung very sincerely as the Standards of the
Regimental Associations were slowly lowered in salute.
The Vicar spoke the Blessing which ended a beautiful
and glorious tribute to our Patron Saint. We feel very
grateful to him for making this service possible, and to
those who helped. I should like to mention how happy
we were to have members of The " Buffs " with us, and to
" Timber Marchant " who arranged their visit.
As the " Queen's Own " and The " Buffs " will soon
become one Regiment, we feel it to be a very happy omen
for the future, that the two organisations should come to
gether so happily at this time.
We welcomed the presence of the R.A.F. very much,
and we thank them as we do Wing Commander Price and
Diamonds
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the Secretary of the Lewisham and District Branch of the
Burma Association, and all those who came to give their
support at this Service.
We all regretted the absence of the Lewisham and Ton
bridge Branches, better luck, next time.
After the service quite a number of the members of
the Association and guests enjoyed a quiet " Get Together "
at the Branch Headquarters at the " Railway Signal,"
Forest Hill, S.E. 23.
Members of the Branch are asked not to forget the
Social on the 24th May, 1958 (Saturday) at the Branch H.Q.
Best wishes to all Branches and Associations from
Catford.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The A.G.M. of the Branch was held at the " Railway
Signal," Forest Hill, S.E.23, on Friday, 2nd May, 1958,
instead of the following Friday because of the impending
bus strike.
Mr. Len Clarke was in the chair, and there was a very
good attendance. Reporting on the March Minutes, he
stated that the Bromley Social was a great success and that
it should be congratulated on it.
He said that he would be sending letters of thanks to
those who supported the St. George's Church Patronal
Service, and would invite those locally to the Branch Social
which would be held at the " Signal" on Saturday, 24th
May, 1958.
Mr. Clarke read a letter from the Branch President,
Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D., asking to be released
from his post as President. The VicePresident, Major H.
J. D. Combe, had been nominated to lead the Branch, a
fact which was received with great pleasure, and agreed
on unanimously.
Major Combe who has declined several important
invitations during past years on our A.G.M. thought he
had better honour one on this occasion.
The past year he stated had beeni a very successful one,
due to two things. One, a very cooperative committee,
secondly, the move of the Branch to the " Signal " was very
successful, due to the great kindness of our hosts, Mr. and
Mrs. Salmon, who did all they possibly could to assist the
Branch, and who declined any payment for the use of the
accommodation given to the Branch.
Mr. Fred Lawrence, the Branch Standard Bearer, re
ceived especial mention by the chairman because of his
sterling efforts in that very important work, as did Mr.
Stan Knight for the wonderful reports which he had
written on recent events, in conclusion he hoped that
"Fred" would pull off the honours at Maidston.e in July.
Election of Officers
Mr. R. A. Fielder was nominated to the chair (as Mr.
Clarke explained that he took office just for one year) and
was elected with much applause, and duly took over. He
as chairman, proposed a vote of thanks to the retiring
chairman for doing a wonderful job. This was agreed to
with enthusiasm. Well done Len.
Mr. H. Lake was elected vicechairman, Mr. Len
Clarke hon. secretary, Mr. " Mike" Leary was carrying on
as hon. treasurer, with the assistance of Mr. "Dick"
Pinder. The committee was elected as follows: Messrs. R.
Pinder, Jimmy Mott, F. Lawrence, S. Young and honorary
member Len Hardman. Hon. auditors, Charley Sayer and

B. Hall. Mr. Knight was appointed Press Representative
once again.
Mr. Fielder suggested that the ladies should be repre
sented on the committee, and to arrange between them
selves as in the past the organisation of the various duties
in connection with functions. We all are very grateful for
their splendid efforts which have been to such material
benefit to the Branch.
Regarding the Maidstone Reunion on Sunday, 27th
July, 1958, it was agreed to leave the barracks immediately
after " Retreat, " and to make a stop for an hour on the
way home. Members are reminded that the Union Jack
will fly over the " Signal " on the occasion of our Social.
The Branch has an; extension of hours until 11.30 p.m.
Mr. Wilks stated that members are invited by the
London Branch of The " Buffs " at their meeting at the
" Cranbourne," Leicester Square, on Saturday, 3rd June,
1958. Social events planned are a cribbage match with the
" Signal," and the darts and cribbage annual knockout
competitions.
Our new President, Major Combe, had arrived during
proceedings and was greeted with much applause.
Mr. Wilks made a speech of welcome to him which we
all supported. Official business over, members either had
darts games or a quiet " Natter, " until closing time. The
evening was a most happy and enjoyable on.e, and believe
me, one of the many to come. This is assured by, as our
retiring chairman pointed out, that the Branch has a solid
" Core " of twenty basic members and many friends.
In connection with my report on. the St. George's
Patronal Service, I should like to add that Mr. Toomer was
taken ill on the morning of the service, and so was pre
vented from carrying the Standard of the 11th (Lewisham)
Bn. to his and our regret.
With every good wish to all Branches and Associations.
" Ravensbourne. "

CHATHAM BRANCH
The local Press advertisements for the March meeting
resulted in a better attendance and some new members.
At the April meeting we were pleased to welcome the
following : W. W. Medcalf (Ivanhoe), 2nd Bn., C. W. Shaw,
R.Q.M.S., 1st Bn., H. W. Randall, Sgt., 6th Bn., A. Haines,
8th, 10th, 11th Bn.
The vicechairman open.ed at 8.25 p.m. Silent tribute
was paid on the passing of S. C. Stoneman, 1st and 2nd
Bns., a member of the Branch who had been ill for a num
ber of years. Our secretary was absent owing to his wife's
illness
Invitations were read from Catford Branch re Annual
Parade, 27th April, 6.30 p.m. Mayor of Chatham re
Mayor's Day Parade, 1st June.
Branch will be represented at both functions. The
President was pleased to welcome " Ivanhoe" and A.
Haines along with the other new members. He extended
the thanks of the Branch to Messrs. Davison and Mackay
for their prompt action re Mr. Stoneman's funeral. He
had seen a press obituary relating to Basil Loveless at Cuck
field, Sussex.
The Booby Draw was won by Alf Tapp.
Meeting
closed at 9.20 p.m.
G. Anchors.
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LONDON BRANCH
Our last meeting held on the 26th April was very well
attended, there being about 50 members and wives present,
including Cols. B. L. Clay and J. M. Haycraft, whom we
haven't seen for a month or so, due to pressure of work.
Col. Clay has not been, really fit lately and we were glad
to see him looking quite well at the meeting.
1 seldom mention the names of our two vicepresidents
in my notes, merely stating the fact that those officials were
present, etc., so in case many have forgotten, I would in
form you that Major A. S. Bredon is one, Mr. Harry Elson
the other. Both were honoured with this title, with the
grateful thanks of our branch, in appreciation of the work
both had completed for the branch in the past.
They (had a much harder task in trying to keep the
lads together than we do at present, and their efforts on be
half of the branch and the Benevolent Fund were all the
more praiseworthy. When we moved to our present H.Q.
in the heart of London, from Pimlico, members began to
flock in. Chaps who had left the Service just after the
war, having served before it, began to realise, through the
old grape vine, that friends of their prewar days were
popping along to the P. and P. at the Cranbourne, and so
membership prospered.
Mr. Remfry had taken over chairman; from Harry
Elson by this time, but I have always felt that it mattered
not who took the chair, our members attend, because they
like each other's company. It is natural that membership
will gradually diminish with the ensuing years. It is held
together by a number of veterans who date back to the
early days of the century, several officers and men from
the First World War, but the main body from between the
wars. There are very few who are wartime—second war
only—even; less postwar—so one must face the fact that
the terrific response to pleas for membership to the P. and
P. of the years 19521956 is really over and we shall possibly
never see the like again.
Our appreciation of Major A. S. Bredon and Harry
Elson was therefore a very real "Thank you." Most of
us would never have met each other again had they not
carried on in the bad old days. There are others of course,
who have done so much in those times. I regret, that, not
knowing of them 1 cannot sing their praises. Harry Elson
although not always hale and hearty, misses very few meet
ings and is always ready to offer excellent advice. Mrs.
Elson always a staunch supporter of the Branch, always
accompanies him. Major Bredon attends as often as he
can, he too is a great stalwart, but doesn't enjoy the best of
health. He and Major Snelgrove are always to be found
together and we thoroughly enjoy their company when they
do manage to attend. 1 expect Lords will see our hon.
vicepresident on more than one occasion this summer ! !
I would like to write a very hearty thanks to those
officers of the P. and P. Association who wrote such appre
ciative letters in respect of the writeup of my old friend's
demise. I have shown them to Fay Hammond and sfie has
been deeply moved by the kind words written by these
officers. I have seen also a letter of sympathy from
Brigadier Roddy Fyler from Singapore, in addition to those
from home. Many thanks.
Now to our meeting. In addition to those mentioned
above, Major Burrows was with us again, with Chelsea
pensioner Tom Vidler, Cols. Charles Chaplin and Pug
Durtnell, whom I regret to say, I completely missed from
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my visit to Bromley notes. Major Twink Gwilliam, paying
a visit at the end of his leave period. A goodly sprinkling.
Douglas Burrows had a long talk to Alf Toms about
the efforts to get Alf an; entrance to the Royal Hospital. It
is a forlorn hope that he will get in before his due date.
As Douglas informed me, these things have to be gone into
with the greatest possible care, everything being carefully
weighed in the balance, and despite every effort it will be
only by the greatest of fortune that Alf will get any sort of
priority, in his personal case. We have only one more card
to play, and if this fails we hope that Alf will be satisfied
with the efforts made on his behalf.
I have just heard our Regiment mentioned on T.V.,
therefore I must listen to General Sir Brian Horrocks' epic
on the 1st May. It concerns our 4th Bn. and the few
hundred who defied the Japs at Kohima, the area where
L/Cpl. Harmer won his V.C. I expect this will revive
memories for many, not only our 4th Bn,.
Once more to revert to the meeting. We were again
without our chairman Trefor Thomas, who had, only an
hour before the meeting was due to start, received a tele
grame requesting his presence at his mother's house in
Wales, as she had been taken suddenly very seriously ill.
Trefor's year as chairman ihas been dogged by illhealth,
and we wish him better fortune in the future.
George Stow and Taffy Llewelyn were with us again,
an old friend Mr. Smith, number and christian name
unknown lb me, Dick Forrester, Percy Hallett our
treasurer, Scotty, eagerly searching for Ronnie Mines, Harry
and Jewy Edwards, Ginger Nash, George Hooker, Jimmy
Fenwick, who acted Chairman again, with Mrs. Fenwick,
Harry Elson. with Mrs. Elson, Jock and Mrs. Savage,
Bunny and Mrs. Hare, Bill and Mrs. Page, Tom Briddock,
Timber Marchant among all our usual members, and Harry
Lofts.
Making a very welcome return after a bad illness was
young Mr. Wallace with his wife, and their friend, whose
name for the moment escapes me, but who is a very
enthusiastic honorary member. Bill Phillips and Robert
Wilks our coBromley members were with us, and we regret
to hear that " Stevo " Stevens, Bill's pal, was ill. I hope
that by the time these notes appear he will be fully re
covered.
There was very little on the agenda, but the A.G.M.
at Maidstone at which we were represented by Tom Brid
dock, took up quite a lot of time, especially the annual subs
part. It would appear that membership of branches is
limited to those who are life members or annual sub
scribers to the Association, which means that nobody, unless
a life member or annual subscriber to the Past and Present
Association at The Depot, Maidstone, is en.titled to be a
member of any of the branches, whether London, Bromley
or elsewhere. Some branches get over this by charging
an extra shilling which is sent to The Depot to cover the
subs to the Regimental P. and P. Anybody who pays ten
annual subs becomes a life member. That makes the posi
tion quite clear, an.d also clears up the position in respect
of the wearing of the P. and P. badge.
We were sorry to receive the news of Dick Blackham's
illness and a very swift response was made to Timber's re
quest that a food parcel should be made up and sent to
Dick's family. This was left in the capable hands of our
secretary, who will know exactly what to get.
It was very pleasing to hear that the London Branch
of the P. and P. Association of The Buffs, with whom we
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got in; touch at our last meeting, will be sending a detach
ment to the Catford P. and P. parade at St. George's
Church. All these little courtesies will put us on very
friendly terms long before the amalgamation.
The Reunion was discussed and details noted, and
arrangements put in hand for a match against the Bromley
Branch at darts, snooker, billiards, etc., to be played at the
R.N.S.C., Bromley. Refreshments would be supplied by
us, a grant, amount to be agreed by the committee, to be
supplied from branch funds.
The dates will be arranged and fixed by our com
mittee and we look forward to a happy evening at Bromley.
I am sure it will be a great success. Writing of Bromley
reminds me that I must thank Mr. George " Iwuzz Thayre "
for his kind remarks in the April issue of the Q.O.G.
The meeting broke up a bit later than usual and there
began, the usual old bar waffle. Colonel Charles Chaplin
handed me the history book he promised, and gave me
more information about this new book he is working on,
the Regiment up to the First War. I was very surprised
to know that next year there will be a Centenary in Ton
bridge. Apparently in 1859 there were in each county
many detachements of volunteers who could be banded to
gether, and called upon for defence if necessary. These
were the forerunners of our Territorial Army, and the first
recording of these volunteers is found in the town of Ton
bridge in the year 1859.
1 hope 1 haven't got this wrong, but in any case it does
show that the book on which Colonel Chaplin is engaged,
will have a lot of interesting reading, all leading up to the
time of the First World War, dating back to the inception
of the Regiment.
So much for that evening. Passing through Colchester
a few weeks back I decided to look up one who was the 1st
Bn. Armourer Staff Sgt. in Trimulgherry in 1933, S/Sgt.
George Brown. We were in luck and George and Nell
Brown, great friends of many members of the Sgts'. Mess
of the 1st Bn;. of those days, were at home. We had quite
a long chat on the old days there and we were pleased to
see both so well. Young Leslie, who was a young rip at
Gough Barracks, is now an Essex constable, and a fine
looking young man; with a wife and two nice children.
George got on; extremely well with all the Sgts'. Mess
members, except one, and it was with regret we saw him
go over to the 17/21st Lancers. He is now retired, and
not really fit, but wife Nellie Brown, looks little changed
from those days.
The Spider.
SHORNCLIFFE

BRANCH

The annual meeting of the Shornclifi'e Branch, held
at the "Fleur de Lys," Sandgate, on Friday, 2nd May, was
one of the most successful evenings the branch has had
for a long time.
There were about ten members present, among whom
we were pleased to welcome our President, Colonel A. A.
E. Merlott C'nitty, who tells me he is standing for the New
Romney Council at the forthcoming Local Government
elections. The best of luck, sir! It was also a pleasure
to see Colonel R. O. Pulverman and Major A. E. Watts.
After disposing of the usual Branch business and the
reelection of officers for the ensuing year, a pleasant half
hour or so was devoted to the old game of "Do you
remember?" over a pint,

It is with very deep regret that we have to announce
the death of our old friend Dickie Rouse, who died peace
fully on April 2nd. He was our oldest member and never
missed a meeting. For a number of years past he has
placed our wreath at the War Memorial on the annual
Remembrance Day parade. He will be greatly missed.
l.R.L.
TONBRIDGE

AND

TUNBRIDGE

WELLS

The April meeting was not attended so well as usual
owing to some members being engaged on matters other
than our own affairs.
We understand that the arrangements are now well
in hand for both the Royal Tournament and the T.A.
Jubilee. All that is needed now is fine weather to ensure
success and at the moment it seems that the weatherman
is really doing his job.
After the normal business was cleared away our Chair
man, Major N. S. C. Elmslie said that he hoped to meet
many of the members at the 4th Bn. Reunion which was
held on the following Saturday.
This function proved to be the usual success and there
is little doubt that this success is in a very large measure
due to our old friend Jack Breadon, M.B.E.
While the majority of those present were lads from
North Africa and Kohima there are still a few of the old
1 /4th Bn. which was demobilised nearly 39 years ago.
Among those present this year were Lt.Col. G. E.
Pardington, M.B.E., TD., Major E. R. Kelsey, Major R.
Cleaver, C. Goodrich, Cpl. Smith, Sgt. Muggridge, C.S.M.
LatterStapley, Dr. A. Ingram, and one or two others whose
names 1 do not remember. Wc all missed our very good
friend Cpl. Minion. Albert has done a very great deal for
these gatherings in the past and we are very sorry that he
was unable to be with us this year.
T.L.S.


The orderly officer received a complaint about the
issue of bread.
" Soldiers should not make a fuss about trivialities,"
he cried. " If Napoleon had had that bread on, his retreat
from Moscow he would have eaten it with delight."
"Yes, sir," said the lancecorporal (acting without
pay), " but it was fresh then. "
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DETAIL OF MEETINGS
Mr. G. H. Cockell.
Last Saturday each month. 8 p.m.. United
3 Priestfield Road. Forest Hill. S.E. 23.
Service Club, Bromley.
Major H. G. Paice
Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E.,
First Monday each month. 7.30 p.m.. at "The
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road. Chatham.
Hare and Hounds." 340 High Street.
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 3878).
Mr. L. Clarke
Mr. F. Lawrence.
The second Friday in every month at "The
43 Kingswood Road, Penge, S.E. 20
Railway Sigtnal." Devonshire Rd., Forest
Hill, S.E.23.
Mr. Haddon
Mr. W. T. Nichols.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel. Stuart
9 The Bungalows Cross Lane West.
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
Gravesend. Kent.
Mr. Trefor Thomas
Mr. T. Briddock.
Last Friday each month, at "The Cran
74 Cherry Tree. Walk. West Wickliam.
bourn." I Upper St. Martin's Lane.
Kent.
Leicester Square, W.C. 2.
Mr. H. W. Maxlow .. Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Watermam,
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m. Ser
The Barracks. Maidstone.
geants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Capt. H. D. A. Pennels Mr. P. Whale.
Last Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
Hall. Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell .. Mr. E. W. N. Elvy.
" FleursdeLys," Sandgate. Quarterly, first
235 Cheriton High Street. Folkestone.
Friday. February, May, August. Nov.
Mr. A. V. Smith

Maj. N .S. C. Elmslie . M. F. Jezard.
2 Milton Gardens. Tonbridge.
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers.
D S.O., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens. Orpington.
Major E. Goodman . . Mr. T. Shepherd.
492 Downham Way. Bromley. Kent.

Third Wednesday of each month. T.A.
Centre. Avebury Avenue. Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel.
Bromley.
Reunions annually im. March or April as
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."

Mr. Stanford.
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
10 Bramble Close. Maidstone.
Mr. A. E. Buddell.
Mr. L. W. Dawson.
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
O.D.E.. M.C.
19 Chestnut Drive. Heme Bay, Kent.
Mr. J. Mingay
Mr. F W. Sales.
Meeting first
Tuesday each month. Holly
16 Kidbrooke Grove. Blackheath. S.E. 3.
Hedge House. Blackheath.
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help
is needed . . .
Y o u m a y t h i n k it is unbelievable that
t h e r e a r e still m a n y cases of great h a r d s h i p
a m o n g e x  s ol d i e r s a n d their d e p e n d a n t s that
c a n n o t b e h e l p e d by official s c h e m e s of
relief, but it is a t r u e fact.
T h e A r m y Benevolent F u n d is t h e
parent b o d y of all regimental charities a n d
provides financial aid to those charities
w h i c h g i v e personal attention to i n d i v i d u a l
cases i n n e e d a n d cases of real h a r d s h i p
w h e r e it is impossible to raise life a b o v e a
bare restricted existence.
Y o u r h e l p is badly n e e d e d because
t h e calls o n this F u n d a r e increasing
considerably.
Please g i v e all y o u c a n afford as a t o k e n
of g r a t i t u d e to t h e m e n w h o gave s o m u c h
for y o u .

SUPPORT

THE

ARMY BENEVOLENT
FUND
Patron: HIS LATE MAJESTY TIIE KINO
 Donations may be sent to The President, The Army
Benevolent Fund. 20 Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.I
or paid Into any Bank in Great Britain or N. Ireland.
Registered

Under The War Charities Act, 1940.
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" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto "Invicta."
"Vimiora," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Hive," "Orthes," "Peninsula"
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow,
New Zealand,
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002" "Afghanistan, 1919."

Egypt, 1882,

The Great War—18 Battalions.—"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," ^Fre^nberg
Loos,^
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville Wood," "Poziers,
Guillemont,
Flers^ourcelette,^
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917, Sciarpe, 1917,
"ODDy" "Pilckem," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele,
Cambrai,
1917 '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins,' Bpaume,
1918" "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani,
Egypt,
191516," "Gaza" "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell ' Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,
9
"Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," "NorthWest Europe, 1940," "Alam el Haifa," "El Alajnein,"
"Djebel Aboid," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang " "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 1943," "SI Abdallah, North
Africa 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rlvoglia," "Sicily, 1943," "Termoli," "San Salvo," "Sangro," "Romagnoli, impossible
Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Lirl Valley,' "Pledimonte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo, Advance to
Florence," "Monte Scalar!," "Casa Fortls," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridge head," "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro, Senio,^
"Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan," "Razabil, Mayu Tunnels,
"Defence of Kohima" "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver,

K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.

O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions :
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
British Forces Post Office 53.
4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone. 2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.
"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the
Editor. The Barracks, Maidstone.

20th ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERVICE PARADE, 27th JULT, 1958
10.45 a.m.—Standard Bearers' Competition

T

HE Standard Bearers' Competition will take place at
10.45 on the Square. Points will be allotted for the
cleanliness of equipment and Standard Bearer Drill.
Last year's winner was the Tonbridge and Tunbridge
Wells Branch.

11.07 a.m.—Parade
All ranks will form up in close column of Bns., in line
facing South.
Officers will parade with their respective Units. The
Senior Officer will take command.
Members who have served in more than one will
decide with which Unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding the Regimental Depot will
Command the parade.
11.25 a.m.—March Off
The Parade, headed by the band, will move in
column of route, via Sandling Road, Week Street, High
Street, Mill Street to All Saints' Church.
11.40 a.m.—Arrival at Church
On arrival at Church, Standard Bearers, Depot 2nd
Bn., 5th Bn., 7th Bn., 11th Bn. and Home Guard will enter
the Church by the North Entrance and will be conducted to
their seats on that side of the Church. The remaining Units
will enter the Church by the South entrance and will occupy
seats on that side of the Church.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone, and members
of the Corporation, will be attending the Service.
Branch standard bearers will form up in pairs in the
North porch, leaving .room for the Mayor's Procession, and
will move up to the Altar, where the Vicar will receive the
Standards and place them near the Altar.
Standards will be returned to the bearers in reverse
order on completion of the Service.
Front seats will be reserved for the Mayor of Maid
stone, members of the council, for ladies and officers in
uniform.
Ladies wishing to attend the service at All Saints'
Church should proceed independently.
Parade Outside Church in Mill Street
After the service, members are requested to leave the
Church beginning from the front pew, and return to Mill
Street by the same route as they entered.
The Band and markers will be in position in Mill
Street, and Units will form up in column of "threes" in
reverse order of march facing High Street.
March Off
Route: Mill Street, High Street, Pudding Lane,
Museum Street, and then to Brenchley Gardens,

On arrival at Brenchley Gardens, the Parade will be
led by guides to form close column, facing the Regimental
Cenotaph. Units will halt and turn inwards in "threes" and
stand at ease.
The Worshipful The Mayor of Maidstone and
members of the Corporation will be in attendance.
The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will call
the Parade to "Attention," the Regimental Padre will give
the Exhortation, the "Last Post" will be sounded and a two
minute silence observed, followed by "Reveille." Wreaths
will then be laid on the Cenotaph.
At the conclusion of the Service, Units will march off
led by a guide, to Station Road, where the Band will be
formed up ready to return to Barracks via Sandling Road.
March Past
On arrival in Barracks, the Colonel of the Regiment
will take the Salute on the Barracks' Square at the near
corner of the Officers' Mess.
Standard Bearers, less their escort will form up on
either side of the Saluting Base.
The Officer Commanding each Bn. will give the com
mand, "Eyes Right," and he alone will salute or remove
his headdress.
Meals
Lunch will be provided in the New Gymnasium, at a
cost of six shillings and sixpence per head. A buffet
lunch will be available in the N.A.A.F.I. for those not
requiring a set lunch. Members are requested, to notify
their requirements to their local Branch Representatives, or
tickets may also be obtained on application to: The Hon.
Secretary, Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, the Barracks, Maidstone. Cash
must accompany the order.
The Committee of the Past and Present Association
decided at their Annual General Meeting to limit the
number of lunch tickets this year to 180.
No lunch tickets will be available for sale after
Monday, 21st July.
TEA—A buffet tea will be available from 3.30 p.m.
This will be served in tents on the Back Field.
Amusements

Shooting—The InterBranch Small Bore Rifle Com
petition on the 25 yards open range (in rear of the miniature
range) will begin at 3 p.m.
Branch teams to consist of four men. Ten rounds
each will be fired on the "Roberts" target, two sighters will
be allowed. Entrance fee: one shilling per team.
The Challenge Cup, presented by the Depot, will be
awarded to the winning team. The present holders are the
Maidstone Branch.
A P.T. Display will be given during the afternoon by
the Recruits of the Depot.
Children's Races—These will be organised during the
course of the afternoon.
Sideshows—are being run by Branches.
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^Editorial

W

E are delighted to hear that the tenure of appointment
of the Colonel of the Regiment, Lt.Gen. Sir William
Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L., has been extended from
January, 1959, until the date of amalgamation with The
Buffs.
*



*

*

We offer our congratulations to Brigadier C. H.
Tarver, D.S.O., on being appointed Assistant Chief of Staff
(Int.), S.H.A.P.E., with the temporary rank of Major
General.
We also offer our congratulations to Capt. Peter Stock
on the award of the M.B.E.
*

*

*

*

REUNION LUNCH TICKETS are now available for
sale at 6f6d. each. Do not forget, tickets must be pur
chased before Monday, 21st July. Following that date no
tickets will be offered for sale. Cash MUST accompany
all orders.

*
*
*
T.A. Golden Jubilee
All members of the Past and Present Association are
invited to take part in the March Past at Canterbury on
the occasion of the County Celebrations on 6th July, 1958.
H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent will take the Salute.
Owing to insufficient accommodation in the Cathedral,
admission will be by ticket only. Issues of tickets will be
arranged on a percentage basis to O.C.A.'s, whilst issues
to individuals will be made by ballot.
Successful applicants will be issued with Red admission
tickets to the Thanksgiving Service in the Cathedral. They
will be admitted by the NorthWest door and must be
seated by 2 p.m.
Old Comrades taking part in the March Past will be
required to form up in the Precincts at the East end of
the Cathedral commencing at 3 p.m.
Dress for Old Comrades will be : PLAIN CLOTHES
WITH MEDALS. O.C.A. Banners will NOT be carried.
He

*

*

*

Christmas Cards, 1958—
The subject matter for this year's Christmas Card will
be a view of the Officers' Mess at the Depot taken from
Crimea Block. The picture was painted by the present O.C.
Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
In view of reduction in purchase tax it is hoped to
produce a cheaper card than during recent years.
Order forms will be inserted in outgoing Q.O.G.'s as
soon as details have been finally arranged.
He

*

*

*

Regimental Car Badges—
A limited number of car badges remain in stock.
These can be obtained from Regimental Headquarters at
26/9d. post free. These badges make excellent Birthday
and Christmas Gifts.
*

#

*

*

Regimental Diaries
An order form for the 1959 Regimental Diary is en
closed. If you require one, please complete and return the
form as soon as possible.
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Addresses—
Some changes in addresses have not yet been notified
to the Editor. As returned Q.O.G's bear a charge of 4d.
for home addresses and 2}d. for overseas, it is most impor
tant that we should be advised of all changes of residence
in order to avoid the expense involved in surcharges.
*

*
*
We offer Maj.Gen. C. H. Tarver, our congratulations
on the award of the C.B.E. in the Birthday Honours List.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
June 29— Cricket — Past and Present v. Depot at Maid
stone.
July 5— 4th/5th Battalion Jubilee Celebration Parade at
Maidstone.
July 6— Kent Territorial Army Parade and Jubilee Cele
bration Service in Canterbury Cathedral.
July 11— Regimental Golf Meeting at Wrotham Heath.
July 12— Golf—Queen's Own v. The Buffs at The Wilder
ness, Sevenoaks.
July 23, 24, 26 and 28 — Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 27— XXth Annual Reunion at The Barrkcks, Maid
stone.
Sept. 20 — Annual Social Gathering at Maidstone.
REGIMENTAL CRICKET
Sunday, 13th July—v. Band of Brothers. Home.
Saturday, 23rd August—v. West Kent C.C. Home.
Sunday, 31st August—v. Mote C.C. The Mote, Maidstone.

Social and Personal
K*7E are indebted to Mr. G. H. Cockell (indefatigable
 V Branch Secretary of the Bromley Branch of the Past
and Present Association) for introducing two old members
of the Regiment as subscribers to the Q.O.G. In person
they are: Charles Brown, ex1854 (W.O.I.), l/5th Bn.,
R.W.K., and James W. Reeves, exG/39728,7th Bn., R.W.K.
The former is joint manager of the firm of Chas. Brown,
Son and Co., Ltd., precision engineers of Hounslow. He
informs us he served with Bob Darley, Fred Lander,
Gillespie, Skipper Reeves, Turner and all the others of the
l/5th Bn. He claims to be a member of the Maidstone
family of Browns, who, according to records in All Saints'
Church, are the oldest known family in the town. He
attended St. Paul's School and is now over 73 years of age.
*

*
*
We were delighted to hear from Eugene McAuliffe
when he renewed his Q.O.G. subscription—in Dollars !
It may be remembered that Eugene figured in this
column some five years ago. He is a nonagenarian and
was born in the Married Quarters at Maidstone Barracks.
He claims to be the last survivor of the U.S.A. 7th Cavalry,
and has in the past sent us some very interesting literature
on the subject of General Custer's last stand.
We offer him our best wishes for continued good
health and hope to hear from him again—soon.
*
*
*
*
We are happy to report that our Quartermonger, Major
Bob Sivers, has recovered from his recent illness and, we
are glad to note, back on the job.
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We are sorry to record the illness of Lt.Col. Arthur
Howe and Major R. G. Winstanley. We offer them our
sympathy and wish them a speedy recovery.
*

*

*

*

Mr. Max Beale (father of Karl) paid us a surprise
visit during the month. He is a stout supporter of The
Queen's Own, a faithful subscriber to the Buster and always
a welcome visitor. We congratulate Karl on the choice of
his male parent.
*

*

*

*

We have to thank Mr. Coningham (just returned from
service in Cyprus with the 1st Bn.) for putting our 1st Bn.
Order of Battle on a workable basis. We wish him every
success on his return to civil life.
*

*

*

*

Mr. C. D. B. Butler has arrived horn for Cyprus and
is now a fully accredited member of the Depot Staff in
relief of Mr. M. J. Smith, and we wish him a long and
happy time here.
We were very sorry to say " Au Revoir " to Mr. Smith,
who was an extremely popular member of the Staff and
did all sorts of yeoman jobs at the Depot. A wee bird
whispered to me that he is going to be A.D.C. to one
MajGen. Talbot (" late Inf." as the London Gazette
describes it!) His new address will be Flagstaff House,
Colchester. We wish him and his new boss a happy
sojourn in Roman Britain.
#

*

*

*

Mrs. Etkins (n£e Palmer) writing from Singapore, tells
us that Brigadier Roddy Fyler has recovered from an attack
of pleurisy. We did not know he was on the sick list and
we are pleased to know that his illness has been relegated
to the past tense.
*

*

*

*

Capt. J. D. Norton, Mrs. Norton and little Ann paid us
a visit on his return from duty in the West Country. Capt.
Norton's initials remind me of Rockefeller. What's in a
surname ?
We hope to hear from the Norton family when they
get to Cyprus.
*

*

*

The Regimental Council meeting held in Regimental
H.Q. on 17th May helped to swell the list of visitors. The
following " signed up": Brigadier H. S. Brown, Lt.Col.
A. R. H. Waring, Col. B. L. Clay, Lt.Col. A. J. M. Flint,
Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards. (Majors Weymouth and Love,
not being visitors in the accepted sense, did NOT sign.)
The Other Rank element of the Council, consisting of
R.S.M. Watts, also Messrs. Dawson and " Hookey " Walker
and Sgt. Locke, were present at the meeting.

*

Capt. Bill Stitt put in an appearance recently. He can
hardly be described as a visitor as he resides on our door
step and is a hardworking member of the K.T.A.A.
Debret quotes his chief amusement as Canasta.
*

*
*
Major M. P. Oliver has now left the Great Danes
Hotel at Hollingbourne and has taken up residence at 23,
The Beach, Walmer. Nice place to be this weather !
*
#
*
*
One is apt to forget visitors who by propinquity are
regular callers, e.g., Mr. Charley Hendrick, M.B.E., who
calls every Thursday with a fat pay cheque for the civilian
element of the Depot Staff. Charley is a popular civil
servant and nothing seems to upset either his energy or
cheerfulness.
Another one is "Dicky" Bird, without whom the
gardens at the Depot would be less colourful and the
cricket pitch a mess.
Incidentally, Dicky's youngest son (Capt. E. J. Bird,
R.A.O.C.) has just appeared in the Gazette Supplement as
having been awarded the Medal for Long Service and
Good Conduct (Military). We offer him and his dad our
heartiest congratulations. (May I add mine ? I 'listed him
as a boy years ago !)

»

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Sir,
In The Queen's Own Gazette for May, 1958, you
printed some information about the Volunteers who went
from Tonbridge to reinforce the 2nd Battalion during the
South African War. The first five—E.
Coleman, J. W.
Flood, E. C. Heritage, G. C. Payne and F. J. Wilcox—
were members of the 1st Volunteer Active Service Company.
A. W. Chapman belonged to the 2nd Volunteer Active Ser
vice Coy., in which were also a W. Elliott and two Bassetts
(H. and J.). The Bassetts were possibly brothers or cousins
as their numbers were consecutive.
The 1st Volunteer Active Service Company assembled
at the Depot on February 24th, 1900. It consisted of Cap
tain C. N. Watney (who went out as a subaltern) and 57
other ranks from the 1st Volunteer Battalion, and Captain
G. Morphew, Lieutenant W. G. Morris and 56 other ranks
from the 2nd Volunteer Battalion. These "gentlemen in
khaki" remained at Maidstone for three weeks, during
which they were entertained at a banquet in the Corn Ex
change. Having embarked at Southampton in the " Tagus "
on March 16th, Captain Morphew and his men landed at
Port Elizabeth, guarded vulnerable points near Edenburg
and . joined the 2nd Battalion at Hammonia on June 9th.
This was ten days after the action at Biddulphs Berg, in
which some wounded Grenadier Guardsmen were caught in
a veldt fire. A month later a reinforcement draft, compris
ing Lieutenant C. S. Marchant (2nd V.B.) and twenty other
Volunteeres, joined the Battalion at Ficksburg. After serv
ing with the Regulars for five months, during which they
were present at the surrender of Prinsloo's commandos at
Wittebergen, the Volunteers were sent back to Nervals Pont
to guard the railway bridge. While they were there F. J.
Wilcox and four others of the company died of enteric
fever. The survivors embarked in the " Tagus " for England
on April 9th, 1901. When they reached Maidstone on the
28th, they were again entertained in the Corn Exchange.
The 2nd Volunteer Active Service Company assembled
at the Depot early in Mar., 1901. It was composed of'detach
ments from the 1st, 2nd and 3rd V.B.s and was 115 strong.
The officers were Captain B. H. Latter (2nd V.B.), Lieutenant
C. Holcroft (1st V.B.) and Lieutenant P. J. F. McCracken
(3rd V.B.).
The company sailed from Southampton on
March 16th in the " Kildonan Castle," disembarked at East
London and went by rail to Serfontein. There it defended
posts on the KroonstadPretoria Railway for five weeks,
eventually joining the 2nd Battaliion at Heilbron on May
23rd. During the eleven months that it was with the Bat
talion his Company carried out Railway Protection duties,
hunted for Louis Botha's commando in the Eastern Trans
vaal and defended part of the crosscountry blockhouse line
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from Heilbron to Frankfort. Having been relieved by the
3rd Volunteer Active Service Company, Latter's company
left for England on April 22nd, 1902.
The 3rd Volunteer Active Service Company comprised
Lieutenant J. Sawers (2nd V.B.), Lieutenant H. Wyllie (4th
V.B.) and 56 other ranks. Probably none of these were
from Tonbridge.
Sergeant T. C. Dorrell, who was mentioned in your
Social and Personal Column in the May Q.O.G., was
awarded the D.C.M. for rescuing some of the wounded
guardsmen at Biddulphs Berg. He was then a corporal.
With the Medical Officer, CivilSurgeon A. C. Turner, he
remained on the field all night after the action tending those
who could not be carried in. Dorrell was the first Sergeant
Cook of the 3rd Battalion (Reserve) when it was formed
from the Militia personnel and the Depot Permanent Staff
in August, 1908. By inheritance from his father he was a
Freeman of the City of London, surely a unique honour
for a serving sergeant.
Yours sincerely,
H. D. CHAPLIN.
Dear Editor,
On my way home from Germany in May, I drove
through Northern France to find my father's grave. He
was, as you know, killed at Neuve Chapelle in 1914 when
commanding the 1st Battalion after Tony Martyn s father
had been wounded.
Whilst walking round the Cemetery (Cabaret Ronge,
7 miles north of Arras on the Bethune Road) I looked for
the names of members of the Regiment. There were many
20th London, but only a few Royal West Kent.
On the olfchance that friend or relative might be traced,
who would be interested, I took photographs of five graves
with what was left of my film.
The graves were Capt. C. P. Legard, 19659 Pte. W.
King, G/859 Pte. E. P. Bodiam. 5325 Pte. J. Sharpe, 3440
Pte. M. Phillips. Capt. Legard was Adjutant of the 1st
Bn. and was also killed at Neuve Chapelle. His grave is
alongside my Father's. All the other graves seem to belong
to casualties from 1915 onwards.
I also saw the names of 4397 Pte. Barnes, 2754 Pte.
V. E. T. Kennard. 5268 Pte. J. Longhurst.
Should any relative wish for a photograph 1 would be
very pleased to send a copy.
I was very impressed with the wonderful way the large
cemetery of over 700 graves was maintained.
Yours faithfull,
PETER BUCKLE.
Extract from a letter to O.C. Depot from Mr. J. E. Holland
Dear Sir,
As an exmember of the 2nd Bn., I have just had the
good fortune to visit Leros, which, as you will remember,
marked the decline and fall of our Battalion, although
undeservedly so !
My main object in visiting the island was : (a) to inspect
the cemetery and establish the graves of various friends;
(b) find the home of the Greek family that befriended one
of my platoon. Following a rather nasty wound it became
necessary for me to carry him to this house; (c) talk with
the Mayor, etc., and generally ascertain their impressions
of the Battle.
After a stay of three days, I was extremely gratified
and fortunate to have achieved this aim.

Also 1 have had the good fortune to obtain wartime
photographs mostly taken by the Germans, including a
photograph of Brig. Tilney and the German Commander,
Oberst Mueller !
(We hope to publish an article on Leros next month).

4

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
(Commands and Staff)
Brigadier C. H. Tarver, D.S.O. (380334) late Inf., is
appointed Assistant Chief of Staff (Intelligence) Supreme
Headquarters Allied Powers Europe, and is granted the
temporary rank of MajorGeneral, 31st May, 1958.
Para.
The undermentioned Captains from R.W.K. to be
Captains 31st May, 1958, with seniority on the dates shown:
M. A. J. Tugwell (323017) 24th June, 1952.
K. S. Beale, M.C. (403616) 14th June, 1955.
G. H. W. Howlett, M.C. (411979) 22nd July, 1956.
R.W.K.—
Captain R. G. Winstanley (326960) to be Major, 19th May,
1958.
R.A.R.O. (Class III)—
Captain J. A. Scouller (406123) from Active List to be
Capt., 24th April, 1958, retaining his present seniority.
Lt. P. H. Sylvester (430787) from Res. of Officers National
Service List to be Lt., 20th May, 1958, retaining his
present seniority.
Lieutenant P. H. Patterson (432481) from A.R. Reserve of
Officers National Service List to be Lieutenant, 20th
May, 1958, retaining his present seniority.
Lieutenant E. V. J. Bathurst (429337) from A.E. Reserve of
Officers National Service List to be Lieutenant, 2nd
April, 1958, retaining his present seniority.
National Service List
23383840 Cadet David Bruce Evers (455821) to be 2nd
Lieutenant, 22nd March, 1958.
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List
2nd Lieutenant R. C. Britton (450734) from Reg. Army Nat.
Service List to be 2nd Lieutenant, 6th April, 1958,
retaining his present seniority.
2nd Lieutenant J. H. Copper (450190) to be Lieutenant,
15th May, 1958.
.
^ ,
2nd Lieutenant P. S. Blunt (450184) to be Lieutenant, 22nd
May, 1958.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Lieutenant A. G. Witheridge (44779) from Army Reserve
of Officers National Service List to be Lieutenant, 23rd
April, 1958, with seniority 5th January, 1958.
T.A.R.O.—
Captain H. J. Langdon, T.D. (35359) having exceeded the
age limit, ceases to belong to the T.A. Reserve of
Officers, 14th May, 1958, retaining the rank of Captain.
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REGIMENTAL DINNER

GUESTS OF THE REGIMENT
Colonel The Right Hon. Lord Cornwallis, K.B.E., M.C., J.P.,
Her Majesty's Lieutenant of the County of Kent.
Brigadier J. G. Nicholson, C.B.E.,
Deputy Colonel of The Buffs (Royal East Kenrt Regiment).
Major F. de R. Morgan, M.C.
The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment).
A. P. Hay, Esq., M.V.O.,
Comptroller, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent.

The Regimental Dinner was held at the United Service
Club on Friday, 9th May, 1958. The Colonel of the
Regiment presided.
We'were honoured by the presence of Her, Royal
Highness The Duchess of Kent, our ColonelinChief.
The Lady Constance MilnesGaskell and Mr. Philip
Hay were in attendance.
Colonel The Rt. Horn Lord Cornwallis, Lord
Lieutenant of Kent, Brigadier J. G. Nicholson, Deputy
Colonel of The Buffs, and Major F. de R. Morgan, Com
manding The Buffs Depot, were guests of the Regiment.
Telegrams of good wishes were received from the
1st Bn. in Cyprus, Brigadier Whitty in Southern Rhodesia,
Brigadier Talbot in B.A.O.R., and one from Brigadier Fyler.
Lt.Col. Fry, Majs. Read, Roper, Scull, Woodman, Blum
and Capt. Wood, now serving in the Far East.

Lady Constance MilnesGaskell, C.V.O.

REGIMENTAL AT HOME
The At Home was held at the Savoy Hotel on Friday,
9th May, 1958.
The following were present:—

LIST OF OFFICERS PRESENT
H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.,
ColonelinChief of the Regiment.
Lt.General Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
Colonel of the Regiment.
Abplanalp, Captain V. C.
Ambrose, Major W. G. R.
Andrews, Lt.Colonel D. H., M.C.
Bailey, Major J. D. B.
BaylissSmith, Major S., T.D.
Beale, Captain K. S., M.C.
Brock, Major J. H.
Bredon, Major A. S.
Brooke, Colonel H. J. S., O.B.E.
Brown, Brigadier H. S., M.C., T.D.
Buckle, Lt.Colonel P. C. M.
Burrows, Major J. D., M.B.E.
Butler, Lt.Colonel R., M.B.E., M.C.
Cole, Captain R. H., M.C.
CalverJones, Captain J.
Campbell, Captain D. P. I.
Chaplin, Lt.Colonel H. D.
Clay, Colonel B. L., O.B.E.
Coles, J. B., Esq.
Coombe, Major, H. J. D., T.D.
Craven, Lt.,Colonel C. E. P. O.B.E.
Crook, Lt.Colonel P. E., D.S.O., O.B.E.
Dearing, Lt.Colonel F. J., T.D.
Dover, Major V., M.C.
Duffield, Major G. W.
Duggan, Major H. B., T.D.
Duggan, Captain H. R.
Durtnell, Lt.Colonel C. S., O.B.E.
Eason, Lt.Colonel A. A.
Edwards, Lt,Colonel H. N., M.B.E., D.L.
Elgood, Major P. N.
Elliott, Major E. G.
Elliott, Lt.Colonel G. G., D.S.O.
Ellwood, Captain K. S.
Elmslie, Major, N. S. C.
Fitzpatrick, Captain I. N.
Fletcher, Captain J. S.
Flin't, Lt.Colonel A. J. M., M.B.E.
Ford, Major A. H., T.D.
Fraser, C. G., Esq.
Furlonger, B. J., Esq.
Gibbs, Major S. L., T.D.
Goodwin, Captain P. H.
Gwilliam, Major D. H., M.B.E.
Haynes, Captain P. F., T.D.
Heygate, Lt.Colonel E. S., M.C.
Hiscock, P., Esq.
Howlett, Captain G. H. W., M.C.
Hoggart, E. J. W„ Esq.
Ingham, Brigadier G.
James, Captain R. A., M.C.
Kenyon, Major T., T.D.
Knight, Major G. B., T.D.

LewisBarned, Major De S. H., M.C., J.P.
Love, Major R.
macLachlan, S„ Esq.
Macmillan, Major H. A.
Mortyn, Colonel A., O.B.E.
MerlottChitty, Colonel A. A. E., C.B.E.,
D.S.O.
Monckton of Brenchley, Lord, K.C.M.G.,
K.C.V.O., M.C., Q.C., M.P.
MPthersole, Lt.Colonel D. H.

L't.Gen. Sir William and Lady Oliver.
Major_and Mrs^ J. D. B. Bailey.
Lady BonhamCorter
Major A. S. Bredon and Mrs.
Bunbury.
Mrs. S. E. Brooks.
Lt.Col. and Mrs. P. C M. Buckle.
Col. and Mrs. B. L. Clay.
Sir George and Lady Coldstream
Major and Mrs. G. W. Duffield
Lt.Col., Mrs. and the Misses Eoson.
Lt.Col. and Mrs. H. N. Edwards.
Major and Mrs. P. N. Elgood.
Lt.Col. and Mrs. G. P. Fowcett.
Capt. and Mrs. J. S. Fletcher.
Capt. and Mrs. P. J. Goodwin.
Major and Mrs. D. H. Gwilliam.
Capt. and Mrs. P. F. Haynes.
Capt. and Mrs. G. H. W. Howlett.
Mr. ond Mrs. KnoxShaw.

Major and Mrs. LewisBarned and
Mrs. Clauson.
Mrs. I. A. Macmillan.
Col. and Mrs. A.r Martyn.
Lt^Gen. Sir James and Lady
O'Dowda.
Major and Mrs. PelhomReid.
Motor and Mrs. M. B. Rickcord.
Maj.Gen. and Mrs. R. A. Riddell.
Mrs. Wilfred Rowe.
Lt.Col. and Mrs. E. A. Sharpin
Major and Mrs. B. J. R. Stoneham.
Commander and Mrs. G. N. P.
Stringer.
Brigadier and Mrs. Torver.
Major and Mrs. P. R. H. Turner.
Major ond Mrs. G. U. Weyirtouth.
Major and Mrs. H. B. White.
Mrs. Dorothy Wilberforce.

Nash, Colonel W., M.B.E., T.D.
NeilYoung, R., Esq.
Newall, Captain M. R. M.
Norton, Captain J. D.
Nyren, M. V., Esq.
O'Dowda, Lt.General Sir
K.C.B., C.S.I., C.M.G.

James

W,

wheel/

Pardington, Lt.Colonel G. E. L., M.B.E.,
T.D.
Parker, R. E., Esq.
Pulverman, Colonel R. O., O.B.E.
Pybus, I. D., Esq.

(MAIDSTONE)

Rickcord, Major M. B.
Riddell, MajorGeneral R. A., C.B.E.
St. Croix, Major D. H.
Scott, Lt.Colonel H. E.
Scouller, Captain J. A.
Sharpin, Lt.Colonel E. A.
Sivers, Major A. E., M.B.E., M.M.
Smith, M. J., Esq.
Snelgrove, Major J. S. N.
Stanyon, Major T. T.'W.
Steele, Lt.Colonel L. F.
Stoneham, Major B. J. R.
Stringer, Commander G. N. P., O.B.E.,
D.F.C., R.N.
Styles, Lt«Colonel H. W.
Tarver, Brigadier C. H., D.S.O.
Theobald, Lt.Colonel F. K., M.B.E., T.D.
Thrift, Lt.Colonel K. G., O.B.E.
Tollemache, I. D. H., Esq.
Tong, Lt.Colonel R. P., O.B.E.
Turner, Major P. R. H.
Upton, Major T. V., M.B.E.
Waring, Lt.Colonel A. R. H., T.D.
Warner, Lt.Colonel F. K., M.C., T.D.
Watson, Major Sir Derek Inglefield, Bt.,
T.D.
Weymouth, Major G. U., M.B.E.
White, Major H. B. H., D.S.O.
Williams, Lt.Colonel L. M. C., T.D.
WingfieldStratford, Colonel G. E., C.B.E.,
M.C.
Winstanley, Major J., M.C., T.D.
Winstanley, Captain R. G.
Wollaston, Major J., T.D.
Wood, Major D. W. J., T.D.

APPOINTED AND APPROVED
TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS
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the approved pattern Shirts,
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THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

HONOURS AND AWARDS
The Queen has been graciously pleased to give orders
for the following promotion in and appointment to the
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire, in recognition
of most distinguished service in Malaya for the period 31st
August to 31st December, 1957 : —
To be Additional Member of the Military Division
of the said Most Excellent Order :
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NORMAN CARTER
Watchmaker & Jeweller

5 3 WEEK STREET
MAIDSTONE
Tel. Maidstone 3293
Write or call for illustrated catalogue

Captain Peter Robert Stock (408049) The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, Seconded to The
Royal Malay Regiment.
The Queen has been graciously pleased to confer the
award of the 1st Clasp to the Territorial Efficiency Decora
tion upon : —
Major K. C. Meyrick, T.D. (105009) R.W.K.



BRIGADE GOLF MEETING
A very pleasant gathering of the Brigade Clan took
place at Sudbrook Park, Richmond, on 6th May.
The Queen's Own Contingent consisted of:
Maj. Ray Hulme,
Maj. Keith Meyrick,
Maj. G. U. Weymouth,
Pte. K. L. Steele.
The Regimental team and Foursomes Cups were both
won by The Royal Sussex Regt. for the second year
running, but the Queen's Own team were not placed.
Maj. Ray Hulme, however, saved all our faces by
winning the cup and prize for the best scratch and handicap
scores of the day.
Next year I hope many more of you lowhandicap
golfers will turn up so as to enable us not only to present a
formidable team, but also to meet other members of the
Home Counties Brigade under really pleasant circumstances.

J. B. JOHNSTONE
/HMlltarg ant> /Ifinftt TIallov
ant) ^reecbes /iDafter



REGIMENTAL

Tel.: REGENT 5915

MUSEUM

Our grateful thanks to the following kind people for
their gifts to the Regimental Museum during May.
Mrs. Woodall, 2 medals of the late Sgt. Woodall,
General Service and Victory Medal, 191418 War.
Mr. J. E. Holland. Photographs of Leros, 1943, and
two Greek newspapers.
Col. Baker, O.B.E., M.C. Military Cross and Docu
ments of the late Capt. E. S. Nicoll, 2/4th Bn., R.W.K. Regt.

*

35 SACKVILLE ST., LONDON
Specially

Appointed

Queen's

Own

to The

Royal

West

Kent Regiment


BIRTH
MERLOTTCHITTY.—To Penelope, wife of Captain
P. O. M. MerlottChitty, R.E., in Berlin, on 8th June,
1958, a son.

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of Her Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.
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THE BATTLE HONOURS OF THE QUEEN'S OWN
GALLIPOLI — February, 1915, to January, 1916

T

HE Battle Honour, " Gallipoli," was won by the 2/4th
Battalion during the Great War of 1914—1918.
One of the first ventures undertaken by the Turks when
they entered the war in November, 1914, was an expedition
against Russia in the Caucasus. This placed the Russians
in a difficult position. During their early victories they
had suffered over a million casualties, and this new offensive
might prove disastrous. In order to assist them, Britain
and France resolved to force the Dardenelles and capture
Istanbul, the Turkish capital.
The first attack on the Dardanelles, made in February,
1915, was an entirely naval affair. Some success was gained
at first. Parties of bluejackets were put ashore on the Gal
lipoli Peninsular, but were then driven off by a Turkish
counterattack. Later, three battleships were sunk, three
were put out of action, and two were seriously damaged—
all by mines. It was decided to do nothing more until an
army had been assembled and was ready to land.
The Gallipoli Peninsula juts southwards into the
Aegean Sea for a distance of fifty miles. It is very narrow
at the neck, widens to twelve miles in the centre, and tapers
off again to the tip at Cape Helles. There are four beaches
suitable for landings—at Bulair at the neck, at Suvla half
way down, at Ari Burnu a little farther south, and at Cape
Helles. Behind the beaches is high ground. The important
heights are Tekke Tepe inland from Suvla Bay, the Sari
Bair Range northeast of Ari Burnu, and Achi Baba which
dominates Cape Helles. The Turks kept their divisions
concentrated, with only small parties defending the beaches.
The Mediterranean Expeditionary Force assembled in
Egypt under General Sir Ian Hamilton. There were two
divisions of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps
(ANZAC); the 29th British Division; one Royal Naval
Division; and one French Division—a total of 75,000 men.
The Anzacs were to land at Ari Burnu, strike across the
Sari Bair Range and cut off the Turks at the tip of the
peninsula. The 29th Division was to go ashore at Cape
Helles and press forward to the crest at Achi Baba. Simul
taneously the Naval Division would make a feint at Bulair
and the French would create a diversion on the east side
of the Dardanelles. The Fleet would cover the operations
at all four points.
The landings were successfully made at Ari Burnu and
Helles on April 25th. But the Turks clung tenaciously to
the high ground. Handtohand struggles occurred in the
gullies. Ridges were stormed and lost. Nowhere did the
Allies penetrate far inland. When the fighting slackened
on the 28th, the Anzacs and the British dug in on the sea
ward slopes of Sari Bair and Achi Baba.
During the months of May, June and July the Allies
attacked five times and the Turks counterattacked thrice.
They were all frontal assaults against entrenched positions.
None of them altered the front by more than half a mile.
By the beginning of August both sides had lost some 57,000
casualties.
Gallipoli now became the theatre of war in which the
Allies pinned their hopes. Five divisions of the New Armies
in England were despatched to Hamilton, together with a
number of armoured barges known as " Beetles." One of

the fresh divisions was the 53rd. With it came the 2/4th
Battalion, under the command of Lieut.Colonel A. T. F.
Simpson. Having dropped its " first reinforcements" at
Alexandria, this battalion arrived at Mudros Harbour, in
the island of Lemnos, on August 8th.
While these divisions were on the way, Hamilton made
a new plan. An additional landing was to be made at
Suvla Bay. Simultaneously the Anzacs, reinforced by 25,000
men, were to break out northwards from their beachhead,
join hands with the troops who landed at Suvla and sweep
across to the Dardanelles.
The landings at Suvla were made by the 10th and 11th
Divisions on August 5th. There was but slight opposition
from the Turks, who had only three weak battalions round
the bay. However, owing to confusion on the beaches and
the lack of precise orders and accurate maps, there was no
deep penetration inland. Although a junction was made
with the Anzacs, after 36 hours the forward troops had
advanced barely two miles. Then, on the evening of the
8th the Turks launched a counterattack. The front ajt
Suvla and Ari Burnu held, but it was a near thing. Two
further attempts to press inland made little change in the
line. The high ground was still held firmly by the Turks.
It was^in these circumstances that the 2/4th landed at
Suvla Bay on August 10th. It remained on the beach for
three days, unloading lighters and performing various
fatigues, and then moved up to the shallow trenches which
had been scraped with entrenching tools in the rocky soil.
The position had not been wired for defence. The ground
was fairly flat, but bushes and trees provided cover for
the Turkish snipers. Colonel Simpson was one of the first
to be wounded; Major H. Smithers replaced him in com
mand. Gradually the line was straightened. By September
1st, when the battalion went into reserve on the beach, the
situation was static.
For the next three months the 2/4th remained in the.
Suvla beachhead, plagued as much by the myriads of flies
as by the enemy's fire. Periods in the trenches alternated
with spells in reserve near the beaches. When in the line,
there were constant duels with hostile snipers. When In
reserve, there was little shelter from the Turkish shells.
Rations were mainly bully beef and biscuits. There was
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no recreation, except for scratch games of football on the
sands. There were no baths, though seabathing was some
times possible. Dysentery was rife, and the numbers de
creased rapidly from this disease until the battalion was
scarcely 200 strong.
During the autumn Bulgaria entered the war on
Germany's side, and the Allies began to build up a force
at Salonika in order to support Serbia. The problem be
came " Salonika or Gallipoli." Reluctantly it was decided
that Suvla and Ari Burnu were to be vacated; Cape Helles
was to be held for the time being.
After a severe blizzard at the end of November, the
weather was good. This gave the Allies their chance. There
were 83,000 men to be taken off besides guns, animals and
stores. Thinning out began by companies and battalions.
The men were first told of the evacuation on December
12th. Thereafter the programme was accelerated. Each
evening a flotilla of barges and small craft crept into the
bays. During the night the men walked silently down to
the shore and embarked. In the morning the boats had
vanished and all was apparently normal. No tents were
struck. Cooking fires were lit as usual.
By dawn on
December 21st the last man had gone.

1st

BATTALION
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The 53rd Division was one of the first to be evacuated.
On December 12th the remnant of the 2/4th Battalion was
constructing rear defences at the southern edge of Suvla
Bay. Next morning it embarked before daylight for Mudros.
Thence, after a brief stay, it moved to Alexandria to be
reorganised for operations against the Senussi in the Wes
tern Desert.
Of the Gallipoli Campaign there is little more to tell.
The Allies soon realised that there was no point in holding
on to Cape Helles, and the troops were successfully
evacuated from there early in January, 1916. During the
campaign the Allies suffered 252,000 casualties. The Turks
lost a thousand less.
H.D.C.
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The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the
the following Regimental and other Journals :—
The Dragon, The Tank, The Snapper, The R.A.O.C.
Journal. The Waggoner, The Royal Engineers' Journal,
The British Legion Journal, " Empire," The Eagle.

ROYAL WEST KENT

REGIMENT VOLUNTEERS,

1907

This picture, taken in 1907, shows members of the 1st Battalion The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regimern
Volunteers. 1907 was the last year they were known as Volunteers—in 1908 they became known as Terri
torials. Four of them are still living : Next to back row, fourth from left, is Mr. A. H. Martin, 14, Randall
Street, Maidstone; second row, second from left, is Norman Smith, the builder; next to back row, sixth from
left, W. Quinton; and next to back row, seventh from left, H. Underdown. Picture was taken at D Eath and
Dunk's in Week Street. Bandmaster was John Hunt—a former Duke of York's School boy.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

154

»»3 wm»»B«tnn»>»i

News from Battalions
ist BATTALION

A

P R I L has passed
without any signifi
cant upheavals in our
normal routine. It is be
coming distinctly warmer
and many are the dirty
dust devils, which spiral,
in their destructive paths
without favour or affec
tion, through canvas and
shack alike. The highest
temperature so far re
corded is 98 degrees, but
as this was only yesterday
we are cheating in giving
you advanced informa
tion which should be
contained in next month's
notes. However, our
readers will bear with us
if we should cheat a
second time by providing
stop press news of our efforts in the CYPRUS Sports
Finals. We were beaten into second place by 37 Field
Engineer Regiment by only four points. The occasion was
remarkable for some splendid running by the sprinters
and short distance runners and by the performance of the
oldest member of the team, Lt.Colonel D. C. J. Manners,
who has solemnly stated that this is positively his last
active season in athletics.
During the month we were visited by the Deputy
Governor, who gave us a very interesting talk on CYPRUS
and its problems. Little wonder that the politicians are
having difficulty in finding a solution. The wellknown
B.B.C. lecturer and TV personality, Mr. Colin Jackson,
also paid us a visit and gave a talk on "The American
Way of Life."
We have had a considerable number of exchange
visits with H.M.S. Barrosa, and the highlight of our
nautical affiliations was a Regimental Guest Night at which
Admiral Miers, V.C., Flag Officer, Middle East, found
the Pongos variation of a ship at sea somewhat upsetting
to his naval prestige.
We were very sorry to lose Capt. Scouller, who is now
feeling his way in civilian life. We hope that our demon
stration of Unilever products will stand him in good stead.
In his place we welcome Maj. Ian Macmillan and 2/Lt.
Evers.

"A" COMPANY

Coy. H.Q.
The location of our Coy. Office has changed some
what; it is now housed in a Korean tent which affords us
more room, and allows us to carry on undisturbed by
Coy. Commander's Orders.
Early in the month Pte. Gibson deserted the Coy.
Office to go on leave in the U.K. This left the office in
charge of Pte. Foulger, who coped with the task admirably.
For the first period of this month the Coy. has been
hard at it, slabbing out the tents. The first experiment
was carried out on the Coy. Office, under the supervision
of Sgt. Lockyear, who, we believe, secretly enjoyed this
work.
We have been informed that an Admin. Inspection is
pending and the C/jSgt. has been seen hovering above the
ground a few feet, but we expect to see him at a greater
height in due course.
Our two Arms Storemen, Ptes. "Pete" Bird and
" Bill" Evans, tell us, whilst we are Duty Bn. they are not
so happy. In the early hours of the morning, while the
remainder of the world is at rest, they are awoken from
their slumber to hear heavy pounding on the door and
voices constantly repeating "Come on, Pete; we've only
got five minutes."
" The Hammers."

1 Platoon
At the time of writing, 1 PI. is very depleted. Some
where around Dhekelia the younger members of the PI.
are learning about grenades, etc. Even our somnolent
friend Pte. Deacon was dragged down there.
At the present moment, training is limited in the Coy.
Although, somehow or other, we all get taken out to
perform Pokie Drill at the unearthly hour of eight o'clock.
Just recently there were cries of horror from the PI.
when they learnt that there was a cricket practice in the
afternoon. Shortly after lunch many of our brethren were
seen creeping towards Chris's with a very furtive air.
Somehow or other, Pte. Fowler was dragged out. Inci
dentally, he still considers himself a bit of a 1 PI. man,
please note, Coy. H.Q. However, he acquitted himself
well by giving a display which would have part many a
famous comedian to shame.
Pte. Robinson leaves us shortly, bound for Cosdo as
G.D. man. We think that the time he has left in the
Army prompted him to leave. Also leaving us for good
shortly is Pte. Garrard. He has quite a reputation in the
Coy. amongst various departments, not least our PI. Our
good wishes for him in civilian life.
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It should be noted that the compiler of these notes
leaves shortly. So anyone with journalistic talent should
come forth and take his place.
"The Champs."

2 Platoon

Since our last notes the PI. has been kept busy,
amongst other things slabbing our tents in preparation for
yet another Admin., but, in true style, we ran out of slabs
before the job was completed!
Having prepared for yet another visit to Makheras
Forest, "Uncle George" decided to resent our presence
on the Island once more and, of course, it was cancelled,
much to our disappointment.
During the past month the Pl.'s ranks have thinned
greatly—only temporarily, we are glad to say—owing to
the fact that many members of the PI. are desperately
practising for the Assault at Arms on the ranges at
Dhekelia.
In spite of this we are still working—in fact, we even
have Pokie Drill to contend with every morning, much to
the consternation of a certain member of the PI. ("Dodger"
by name and dodging by nature) who has not yet found
a successful way of evading the cries of the Coy. Orderly
Sgt.!!
Sgt. Brown is still attached to " B " Coy., this time
endeavouring to mould a new draft into potential " Old
Soldiers."
"The Brownies."

3 Platoon
April has been rather a quiet month for the PI.,
inasmuch as they didn't spend any time up in the hills
(for a change). However, it gave us the chance to get
down to some local training. This was slightly affected
by the absence of N.C.O.s within the PL, Sgt. Vale being
on 28 days' leave, Cpls. Matthews, Guillaume and Angel
being on a Cadre. . This left the PI. in the capable hands
of L/Cpl. Carter.
During Greek Independence Day the PI. was whisked
away to Tricomo for two pleasant and restful days. No
nasty incidents occurred, but the PI. was prepared.
During the month we also had the Bn. Sports Meeting.
3 PI. was well represented by PI. Commander 2/Lt. John
ston, Cpl. Watson, L/Cpl. Carter, Ptes. Clarkson, Field,
Winter and Archer. A good day was had by alL
A lot of hard work was put in, in the way of slabbing
the PL tents, but, as usual, we ran out of slabs before
the job was completed.
Every day one can see foraging parties around the
camp trying to beg, borrow or steal enough slabs to
complete the job.
We would like to welcome 2/Lt. Evers to the Coy.
and hope his stay will be a long and pleasant one.
" The Noisy Three."

Subscription rates
Officers 91 per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5cL. oost free.

" C " COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
We start this month's notes by extending a welcome
to our new Coy. Commander, Maj. I. A. Macmillan, and
by saying goodbye to our former " Sunray," Capt. Shear
burn. We wish them both the best of good fortune.
Capt. Shearburn had been with the Coy. for over 18
months and served with them in Dover, Blulford, El Cap,
Dhekelia, Golden Sands, Kantara and Nicosia^ He will
be greatly missed.
We welcome Ptes. Gale, Harris and Taylor to Coy.
H.Q. Gale and Harris have taken over asCoy. Storemen
from Ptes. Stringle and Reddick, while Taylor has joined
us from H.Q. Coy. to become the Coy. Commander's
batman.^ Pte. Stringle has returned to his former Regt.,
the Royal Fusiliers. We hope for his sake that he manages
to avoid becoming a storeman, although his services in
the stores would doubtless be as much appreciated as they
were here.
It is at last beginning to get warm and, although the
foolish are still to be seen sweating it out in track suits
with an eye to the InterUnit Athletic Finals, the majority
favour less energetic pastimes in the form of swimming
or sunbathing, with possibly a little cricket thrown in for
good measure.
As these notes are being written, we are standing in
for 1 Welch Regt. at Xeros, carrying out their I.S. com
mitments for a few days, a big undertaking for a Coy.,
but one which we are enjoying enormously as a change
from our presentday role and a pleasant reminder of
Pan Handle days.
7 Platoon
This month has been rather an eventful one, as we
have had both arrivals and departures, as well as several
outings into the hills for training. The arrivals, or should
we say arrival, was that of Pte. McDonald, who trans
ferred to us from H.Q. Coy. In the departure' line we
say goodbye to Pte. Halford and wish him the best of
luck in his future occupation. Now Halford has gone,
Pte. Drury has become the PI. Commander's batman. Pte.
Price has also left us to join the M.T. Section.
One break this month was a trip by Mr. Clinch,
L/Cpl. Munden and Pte. Reddick (47) on H.M.S. Barrosa.
They did a threeday patrol round the island, and we had
some) sailors in the PI. in exchange.
In the way of sport, we have L/Cpl. Humphrys
representing the Bn. in the athletics team and also Pte.
White in the Bn. tugofwar team.
We came back from the hills yesterday on our flat
feet, and most of us are feeling the effect of it now.
L/Cpl. Page got back from a month's leave in U.K.
last night and crept in about eleven.
Lastly, on behalf of the PL, I should like to welcome
the new Coy. Commander, Maj. Macmillan, and we all
hope that he will have a long and happy stay with us.
" Lucky Seven."

8 Platoon

:%Ml

The two weeks in the middle of April were spent in
Camp concerning ourselves with duties and fatigues, so
it was obvious that we were looking forward to another
spell in the Makhaeras Forest Training Area. Unfor
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tunately we were prevented from going out at the last
moment, due to the new emergency " scare."
However, the following week found us once again
amongst the pine trees, where we had amusing training
at ambush and antiambush drills. On the final day we
marched 12 miles from the base camp to the main road;
the result, a few sore feet, but naturally the PI. thought
nothing of it!
All our tents have now got concrete slabs in place of
the wooden duckboards, so that we now have no fear of
any intrusions by mice or ants! Whenever a duckboard
was raised everyone peered on with eager eyes for the
odd mil piece. One tent yielded nothing, but from the
other " Frank" Scrace was seen proceeding to the gift
shop to purchase a cocacola.
Within the PI., " Tony " Gale and " Jim " Harris have
moved to join Coy. H.Q. as Coy. Storemen; Cpl. Orsler
is now with 7 PI.; "Bert" Hodges is doing a turn as a
D.R.O., and, since " Gilbert" Harding is leaving for
demob, soon (and don't we( know it, too!), "Dave " Clifton
has become Mr. Robertson's batman. Incidentally, "Sun
ray" has been missing lately; he tells us he is on an
Audit Board, but surely not at B.M.H.? Finally, we wish
our new Coy. Commander every success in the Coy., even
if he is unable to persuade 8 PI. to "Sign on."
" The Ramblers."

9 Platoon

April has included two mountain trips, an athletics
meeting and Easter.
Our first trip was to the foothills of the Troodos
Mountains, where we brushed up our PI. in Attack drills.
For this we were reinforced by halfadozen men from
H.M.S. Barrosa who were with us on an exchange system.
They became the enemy and now know what it feels like
to be attacked by a rifle platoon.
We returned to Nicosia just in time for the Easter
" Recess " and were able to get our first taste of Kyrenia's
swimming facilities. Most of us have some sort of tan,
although Brian Woodger was feeling sore for some time
afterwards. (" I never go red," he said. " Young soldiers
never learn, they only burn away! " we replied.)
Pte. Nicholls returned from his cushy job as Dining
Room Orderly and we're glad to have " Old Nick " back
with us even though he is not anxious to carry his Bren
gun any more—Smudge Smith wouldn't let him have it
back anyway! George Harmer has taken over as D.R.O.,
so we still have a man on the inside to look after our
interests in that direction.
Bob Sowten appears, to have finished his tracking and
is back in 1 Section now. Cpl. Hunt returned from his
U.K. leave and went straight into hospital for an operation
all the best, Bill, and get well quickly. Mick Berry has
had two or three courses cancelled owing to EOKA's hints
of aggression; he is now convinced that he is indispensable
(he's probably right).
Reg Gates is now " on our books," but is busy airing
his knowledge to the latest draft from the Depot.
For our second mountain excursion we returned to
our old haunts in the Makhaeras Forest area. The weather
was more favourable than in November, and the PI. cele
brated the spring by showing 7 and 8 which was the fittest
PI. Bob Langridge scaled the mountain in the fastest time

and our average time beat the others by seven whole
seconds.
Sammy Kill thought he was past this sort of sport,
so he now confines himself to furthering his education
and training the tugofwar team with remarkable success.
He is well supported by " Taffy " Dowen and Bob Sowten,
and our PI. Commander is Officer i/c.
Mr. Coningham is almost no longer with us, but it
is difficult to tell as he apparently is "Certainly not"
(Sowten) demob, happy. He led us in a brilliant Platoon
Attack demonstration to impress the N.C.O.s' Cadre, who
were no doubt as staggered as we were that everything
V?ent perfectly!
Our only arrival/departure this month has been Pte.
Glenister, who rejoins his old unit, 1 Royal Fusiliers. He
is now no doubt telling 1 R.F. about the struggle in
Cyprus—and the best of luck!
Finally, we all welcome Maj. Macmillan as our new
O.C. and say a sad farewell to Capt. Shearburn. We now
have to reconvince our Coy. Commander that 9 PI. is
THE PI. It shouldn't be difficult, there's not much oppo
sition !
" The Sunspots."

l"

/Coy. H.Q.

" D " COMPANY

The last few weeks have seen an increased determina
tion by the Coy. Commander to sentence every harmless
character to three years' hard labour and sometimes he
even suggests the death penalty (22 years without, any
option). However, the freedom loving members of Coy.
H.Q. have so far remained firm (though suffering from
sleepless nights) with the green hills of England still only
a few months away.
The slight disturbances of the last month have resulted
in restrictions being imposed. The married personnel are
always armed and the others have to walk about in groups
of at least four, as well as being armed. Thus our enter
tainments have been restricted to those in Camp, arid the
organised swimming excursions to Kyrenia.
Once again at Easter each man was very kindly given
a 2 lb. tin of toffees by Sharps Ltd. Whatever the occupa
tion and whatever the time. of day seemed to be Toffee
Time.!
In the InterCoy. .22 Competition, " D " Coy. proved
themselves to be in a class of their own and won hand
somely. Coy. H.Q.'s representatives were C.S.M. Brad
shaw, and C/Sgt. Vine. At the end of this month the Bn.
SrhalF Arms Meeting is being held and our Coy., the
present holders, will prove a tough nut to crack. This time
unfortunately we will be without C.S.M. Bradshaw.
We will shortly be confronted by the Queen^s4 Birthday
Fa fade as well as the Admin. Inspection. In the former, the
Coy. Commander and C.S.M. will be taking part, but the
rank and file have riot yet been selected. The latter is not
until the 3rd July, so the immediate effects have not yet hit
us.
Finally, the latest addition to this wonderful Island's
weather can be seen frequently in " D " Coy. Office. The
C.S.M. gives the order "Duck" which is, naturally,
immediately obeyed and very shortly afterwards a whirl
wind comes tearing through the tent leaving sand, dust and
refuse everywhere and removes any letters which have not
yet been filed away.
v
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10 Platoon
Once again the time has come for me to put pen to
paper and tell you what we have been doing during the last
month.
For two weeks running in the middle of the month
the whole Coy. went out into the Troodos Mountains to do
a few days training. During our first stay in the Moun
tains one of the things we did was to climb a 4,600 ft.
mountain which is one of the highest points in Cyprus.
Unfortunately we chose a bad day as we ran into heavy
rain and one could see very little from the top when a
gale was blowing. There were some very sore feet through
out the Coy. but on the whole most people enjoyed the
climb, and felt a certain sense of achievement.
The following week we set up Camp near a Greek
village called Lythrodhonda. This time we went for a len
mile route march along level roads. Not far from our
camp was an artificial lake made by damming a deep
ravine. Several members of the Platoon risked a dip but
didn't stay in for long as it was still quite cold.
Several members of the Platoon have been swimming
at Kyrenia which is an attractive town overlooking sandy
beaches and the deep blue Mediterranean. There are
already many brown bodies which can be seen daily lying
out in the sun, either in Camp or on the beach.
For the last two weeks we have been Standby and
Duty Coy. We were hoping to be called out if any trouble
started in Nicosia, but it was only in Famagusta that they
had trouble.
The weather continues to become hotter and hotter
and the other day we had a record maximum temperature
of 91 degrees F. We hate to think how hot it is going to get
in the middle of summer.
11 Platoon
" What are you two smart lads going to do when you
leave the Army? "
" We're going back to Civvy Street, Sir."
" Strewth, haven't you got any ambition? Fine big
lads like you should be in the Regular Army and not in a
stinking Gas Works. Good pay and good holidays and
travel all over the world, and then a lovely pension at the
end of it. Come on, what about it? "....
We were very sorry to say " Au revoir " (?) to L/Cpl.
Barrett, Ptes. Cook. Kittlety and Osborne who returned to
" Civvy Street " despite repeated warnings and advice to
the contrary ! We shall be delighted to see them again
any time. They were all thoroughly good chaps and their
experience and good humour made them invaluable mem
bers of the Platoon; the gap they leave will be difficult to
fill. One must add that L/Cpl. Barrett was a very useful
games player, distinguishing himself especially at soccer,
in which he captained the Bn. team. He and Pte. Osborne
played no little part in helping the Platoon to the final of
the InterPlatoon Competition.
Ptes. Chant and Newby have also left the Platoon,
they will be sadly missed; we wish them luck in their new
jobs, Chant with the M.T. Section and Newby at 3 Bde.
H.Q.
The strength cf the Platoon has, as a result of these
departures, dropped right down; we hope to get "fitted
up " with some men from the newly arrived draft. Due to
unforeseen circumstances, we have been on a lot of fatigues
lately, and so have only been out of Camp once or twice.
There is little news of an exciting or stimulating nature.
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We have a day's training now or then in the foothills—
thoroughly good fun and always eagerly awaited with the
temperature daily in the 80's and 90's. Swimming parties
go to a lovely beach near Kyrenia on most afternoons.
A member of the Platoon spent a very pleasant Sun
day evening with Mr. Peter Stores recently, playing gramo
phone records, drinking beer and listening to his well
informed views on current political topics. He is a great
lover of Cyprus, his father being Governor before the war.
and he certainly managed to arouse our interest on the
archaeological, historical and cultural side of the Island's
affairs, about which we are very ignorant.
12 Platoon
This has been a month of very limited activity on the
part cf the Platoon, in fact, a great percentage of the time
has been taken up doing fatigues in the Camp. We have,
however, made one expedition into the hills camping at
Lythrodhonda. The reservoir within a stone's throw of
our Camp provided excellent facilities for bathing, and
most members of the Platoon took full advantage of them.
We hope to go there many times during the course of the
summer.
So far our hopes for a week's training by the sea have
not materialised, but weekly trips to Kyrenia are still
proving popular, though certain members seem to find the
journey by three tonner a little too tiring and prefer to
spend the afternoons idling on their beds !
The weather has become considerably hotter during
the past two weeks, and it is now essential to have the sides
of the Korean tents rolled up. The only problem that now
seems to vex people is whether the flyproof netting keeps
the flies in or out. The general consensus of opinion seems
to favour the former.
Since the last edition there have been no new additions
to the Platoon, but we were sorry to see Pte. Underdown
depart for Brigade.We are also glad to see Sgt. Quinn back
from his fortnight of education, and are confidently look
ing forward to hearing the results. Finally wc must con
gratulate Pte. Lawman on getting into the Bn. Athletics
team which won the 3 Bde. athletics meeting.

SUPPORT COMPANY
3 in. Mortar Platoon
Apart from the regular and numerous Camp chores, we
had a good threeday camp at Lythrodhonda, where we
relentlessly swarmed over the countryside practising our
Battle Drills. That day we sweated blood. While we were
there our PI. was given a lesson by the C.S.M. in the art
of SelfDefence; for days after it was quite a common sight
to see people hurtling through the air. The latest craze in
the PI. is crewcuts, but as yet no Yul Brynners have
appeared. Mr. Taylor has now bought himself a bright and
shining Standard Pennant, and with it a twogallon drum
of red lead paint—we can't think why.
This last week the PI. has been greatly depleted by the
mild form of dysentery that has spread throughout the
camp. Watts, Barrett and Crcnk managed to brave the
epidemic and alone represented the PI. on the morning
Muster Parade.
In the field of sport, Sgt. Taylor and Pte. Barrett repre
sented the Bn. in the tug 'o war and so contributed to their
victory. Signing off
" The Misfires."
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M.G. Platoon
Ptes. Gregory, Shaw and Cox have now recovered from
their injuries received when the PI. was last on specialist
training in Troodos. The champ in which they were riding
overturned whilst coming out of action. Fortunately no
one was seriously hurt, and with the attention received from
the M.I. Room, all are back on training. Apart from this
slight mishap, all other training went well, and the PI.
arrived back tired but happy.
Training for the Brigade Concentration is very promi
nent, and section drill orders are ringing through the camp.
At present seven of the PI. have been chosen for the
Queen's Birthday Parade in June. This, we hope, will not
interfere too much with our normal work.
Owing to the recent outbreak here Mk. II is now wear
ing a 38, slung low at the waist. After practising for several
hours he now reckons that he can be classed as equal to
Wyatt Earp.
Again we end with a farewell note. L/Cpl. Newman
recently sailed on H.M.T. Devonshire for England. We
wish him all that he would wish himself, and hope that he
soon settles down on his long assignment in civilian life.
" 4 Star Storeman."

AntiTank Platoon

This month has seen a great deal of activity in the PI.
with the arrival of summer routine, terrorist activity, and,
on a note of triumph, a NEW GUN. The activity has,
however, been confined to fewer and fewer of us ,as the
number in the PI. gets smaller; this month Cpl. Ted Martin
and Ptes. " Lofty " Lamb and Fred Sharp have all left for
the open air, while L/Cpl. Mayo, who is our only new
arrival, has gone to the dogs and is never seen.
The Pl.'s military activities this month have included a
somewhat frustrating four days at Lythrodonda, where the
17pdr. could scarcely be moved off the road " because of
the crops " and we had to be content with hauling it up a
dirty great hill with a block and tackle, urged on from the
touch line by the entire Coy. strength. On our return we
learned that a BAT, the comparatively new recoilless anti
tank gun, was to be lent to us so that we could "give a
demonstration of live firing. This involved an intensive
cadre, followed by a long and heavy week's work at Pyla.
From our point of view the shoot was very successful, with
some consistent laying by Sgt. Ticehurst, the No. 1 of the
demonstration team, who managed a hit at 700 yds. \yith the
first round of BAT ammunition ever fired on the island—
a hit which was followed by a wild shout of " We've hit the
bloody thing " over the air from Maj. Waring to the sea
patrol launch. The team for the demonstration was Sgt.
Ticehurst, Cpl. Everest and Pte. Vale, all of whom have had
previous experience with the BAT, but as even Cfn. Spruce,
Ptes. Vincent and McConnell scored hits with their " con
fidence rounds," the gun must be foolproof.
On a sporting note, we must congratulate Mr. Durtnell
and Ptes. Lamb, Vale and Weatherley on their fine showing
in the Bn. Sports. Pte. Lamb, in fact, between' long,
soothing drags on a cigarette, defeated his opponent in the
high jump by about 4 inches. We now look forward to
a long summer of swimming with the hope that the present
stringent security restrictions will be lifted, at least in part,
so that there will not be more people guarding the bathing
place than there are actually bathing

Coy. H.Q.

H Q. COMPANY

Yes, friends, at last the great god Demob, has shaken
the old burlap bag and released a few more of our
harassed little band to the land of the living. The par
ticular member of our particular little band, who is even
now blinking in the light of the sun (albeit filtered by a
pall of smog), is none other than L/Cpl. Pritchard—
" Texan " to you. The longawaited slip of badlytyped
paper came down from the B.O.R., and on it were splattered
a few things about " Pers. mov. to U.K.," and scaling
down to air something or other, all of which spelled
demob, to the experienced eye. The last few things were
gathered and tied together with string and assault cable,
the kit having been packed for quite some time, and
suddenly it was Sunday. A sad little group wended its
way up to the Guard Room and waved as the truck
disappeared down the road, and something which sounded
very much like " Fold Flat" drifted back on the breeze.
And so the sagacious Pritchard has gone to join our
intrepid exCpl. Kerr, who, we believe, is busy reorganis
ing B.E.A. We wish him all the best in civilian life, and
hope that the stroboscopic lighting and concrete music have
held out.
Meanwhile, life continues for the Little People, as, no
doubt, it will continue to do until Mars is a home posting.
The Officers' Plot, whatever that is, has changed a great
deal, and ou| phenominaly athletic Coy. Comd., Lt.Col.
Manners, has left fb take over as 2/I.C. In his place we
have Capt. Shearburn from "C" Coy., who is a noted
Battalion Cricketer, Messing Officer and one or two other
things. We seem to have a penchant for collecting Coy.
Comds. who have more jobs than they have fingers or toes,
but at least life is never dull. We hope that Capt. Shear
burn's stay is a LONG and happy one.
The C.S.M. continues to amaze all with his energy,
as he quickly marches half the Coy. in on orders, sorts
out Coy. H.Q. and then dashes off to dish out pistols or
lecture the Sig. PI. on the M.M.L.
The fiendish Gould, famed thumperout of Coy. detail,
unceasingly wades through heaps of filing with amazing, if
sporadic, vigour. Young Stan hides in a dark corner of
the office, occasionally springing out onto the backs of
passersby and demanding three identity discs properly
stamped, only to. slink back again trying to hide his right
arm because it has one of those things that look like a
petrified seagull ori it. Meanwhile, the somnolent Thorne
still runs for the Coy., with amazing results.
The Coy. Stores is thriving under the keen leadership
of Sgt. " Bob " Hope, who has deserted his beloved Sig. PI.
to come and dish, us out our socks, light bulbs, P.T. vests
and anything else we happen to be deficient of. His stay
with us is due to " Dick " Barton, our regular Colour Bloke,
getting a spot of home leave at last. We hope that he has
a very pleasant leave in U.K. Skylark and Stumpy, our
two midget storemen (we wonder if they are breeding them
with an eye to having a £1098 Sputnik circling the earth),
continue steadfastly to refuse to give anything to anybody,
and can usually be found burrowing amongst gargantuan
heaps of laundry, muttering unprintable things about people
who put the wrong numbers on laundry tickets. The Arms
Store, still under the able command of L/Cpl. Bob Thorpe,
has been moved to a new and incredibly distant location.
The " Park Your Hardware " signs now point out into the
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middle of nowhere, and the hooting of Owly in the distance
as he pursues the local mice is the only guide to its where
abouts.
The weather lately has been fantastic (in case you
thought we had forgotten to mention it). The sun blazes
'down and our happy little band now looks like a minstrel
show, after a few visits to Kyrenia.
Only one major world catastrophe has thrown its black
shadow of evil over our lives during the past month. The
C.S.M.'s " Volkswaggin " was backed into and crumpled
savagely by a huge and horrible army lorry. The C.S.M.
took it amazingly well, and we hear that the truck driver
is doing quite well (the lorry, too, in case any lorry lovers
are worried).
The Gonking Farnfield Thing has crept away to foreign
parts for three weeks, whilst L/Cpl. Bwana Fred Umgobo
Keywood takes his place as C.O.S. Farny has promised
to bring back photo's and souvenirs of his visit to the
Land of the Arabian Nights, and perhaps Q.O.G. readers
might like to hear of the exploits of this dashing young
N.C.O.
So with gloomy thoughts of the coming Admin,
inspection, we will say farewell for another month, pausing
only to remind you that this magazine is available at all.
" Stan."
Signal Platoon
Muster Parade is a bit of a farce in the PI. just lately.
There hasn't been one day when the whole PI. has turned
up. S.P. Coy. has robbed us of about half our number,
and " C " Coy. has another lot, plus L/Cpl. Ingram, who
has just returned from a course at Hythe. The first thing
he did was to tell us that our control set skywave was up
the creek. No wonder we can never hear much. Perhaps
the good old fashioned smoke signal will come back.
Cpl. House is still acting PI. Sgt. and doing extremely
well. Capt. Neve, M.C., has left us for the luxury of
Brigade and has left Lt. Tarver to take over the PI. and
all the headaches that go with it.
The Battalion athletics team is also draining our
resources by taking L/Cpls. Knapp and Graham. L/Cpl.
Floyd is on leave and Pte. Farrier is, unfortunately, in
hospital with a damaged finger.
We are still waiting for our C/Sgt.; L/Cpl. Knapp, the
storeman, especially, waits. He was last heard muttering
naughty words concerning that long awaited gentleman.
To " Diz ", on leave in U.K., I say "Bring me back
a brown and mild and don't forget to come back."
" Penpusher."
M.T. Section
This month sees yet another of the esteemed M.T. in
' the scribes' chair, proving that the pen is indeed mightier
than the gear lever. Well, scribes come and scribes go,
but according to the M.T. Demob. Chart, this scribe is
here forever.
In recent weeks there has been mild chaos in the office.
Chief Clark Bulley was laid up in B.M.H. with a fractured
second metatacle and his understudy, Eddie Foy, was often
seen in the small hours, struggling through mountains of
paper work.
With no word of warning, our Documents and Details
N.C.O., Cpl. Ken Sands, suddenly turned antisocial and
absconded, lock, stock and proverbial barrel, into a secluded
corner of the G.1098 Stores, from whence he refuses to
emerge, even for N.A.A.F.I breaks.
The section, at the moment, is akin to a ship without
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a rudder. Our Boss, Mr. Grubb, is in hospital. We all
wish him well and hope that he will soon be back.
In the M.T.O.'s absence, the assistant M.T.O. is bearing
up quite well. He occasionally pops in to sign something
and promptly pops out again, to visit the athletics track
or to carry out the rather vague duties of Fire Officer.
Pressure from certain parts warrants the mention of a
virtually unknown section of the M.T.
Namely, the
R.E.M.E. attachment. They deserve mentioning inasmuch
that one of their clan, who shall be nameless, has found a
new method of driving a Ferret Scout Car. He swears it
is far easier to drive it upside down whilst hanging from
the controls like a bat. The head man of that happy band,
Sgt. Bennie, was rather annoyed at having to forget his
leave and turn out on the recovery of one Ferret Scout Car.
Recently there were two rather abrupt departures from
our midst. " Sedge " Waterman and " Hoppy " Hopgood
who were both casualty evacuations. We have other words
for that sort of thing.
Other members of the elite M.T., who have become
Mister, are exPtes. Biggs, Saunders (silent to the end),
Rees and Mills. You lucky people !
Lastly we must pay tribute to our last scribe. Alas,
poor Basil, has passed on to pastures new. From the way
in which he spends about six months in each section, it
would appear that he is entered on a "Grande Tour de Bn."
Surely, he's a winner.
" Ye Anciente Mekoia Fans."
Battalion Orderly Room
Since our last notes, command of the Orderly Room
has been resumed by the Adjutant, Capt. Dodson, looking
remarkably fit and well after his recent marriage and leave.
Life in the Orderly Room has been rather quiet up to the
moment of writing, despite the recent outbreak of violence
by EOKA. This violence has of necessity entailed a recur
rence of restrictions, and it is noticeable that the younger
element of the staff can now be located more easily of
nights. A dartboard has appeared in the main office, and
for want of better relaxation, the steady thump of darts
can be heard most evenings. These restrictions have also
affected one of the senior members of the staff, who
occasionally can be heard sighing for the joys of Luneburg
and the ability to make nocturnal visits to the town for the
purpose of a meal and drink prepared in the best Teutonic
tradition. Temperatures, so far as the weather is concerned,
are gradually rising and are now mainly in the 80's with
prospects of further increases as the months roll by.
Nicosia Air Port is the spot on the island where tempera
tures are recorded in much the same way as the Air
Ministry Roof in London.
Cpl. Wilson has returned from taking his trade tests
and latest information to hand is that he has joined the
august ranks of the O.R.Q.M.S and the " ancient one " in
becoming a B.I. clerk. Congratulations to you, Cpl. Wilson.
L/Cpl. Rossiter, late " B " Coy. clerk, is now busy getting
into the swing of using the typewriter on a scale he never
contemplated in the past. The Part II/1II Order clerk, Pte.
Dann, is now complacently looking forward to the time
when he will return to civilian life and the company of his
wife. The firm of Barton 128 and Barton 996 are still
pursuing the even tenor of their ways, unmoved by ribald
cries of " get some in "! Pte. Holden, the Despatch Clerk,
would seem to have conquered his fears that the " bumph "
will never arrive at its correct destination. Ptes. Bates, the
filing clerk, has now developed into a regular " Datas " and
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can be relied upon to locate a file after a rapid search
through the various offices. The O.R.Q.M.S. has returned
much refreshed from his recent brief leave and looks very
warlike with his pistol, which he, like all other married
personnel in the unit, has to carry from home to office, etc.
This month being the last one that it is anticipated
that notes of the Orderly Room for the " Buster" will
emanate from the pen of the " ancient one " I would like
to take this opportunity of wishing the unit the best of
luck in the future and to say that I have been proud to have
shared in some small way the activities of the Queen's Own.
" Lebewohl!"
Intelligence Section
SITUATION VACANT. Smart young man wanted to
fill extremely enviable post of Intelligence Officer. Must be:
(a) intelligent, or at least intellectual, (b) witty, (c) experi
enced in legal defence, (d) able to stand the strain. Appli
cants should apply to the leaky, faded looking Korean tent
opposite the P.R.I.
Yes, they come and they go; none of them giving us
the pleasure of their company for very long. The last I.O.
was Lt. C. L. Tarver, a fine upstanding young man who
showed great promise. However, the weeks took their toll
and one morning our hero came in looking particularly
lined and haggard. We knew only too well what was to
follow. (I offered him a Sharps toffee to ease the tension).
" I am afraid, lads," he said, " that I will have to move on
to greener pastures." We said, " Really , sir ? " in the nicest
possible manner, because we didn't want to make things
any harder for him. He tried to concentrate on the Top
Secret documents spread out before him, but I couldn't help
noticing the tense and nervous manner in which he dragged
on his marajuana cigarette. We withdrew discreetly, each
of us wondering who was next in the " line up." There were
several possibles, but not wishing to offend Anyone, we kept
our mouths shut.
In the meantime we come under the command of
Sgt, " Weary Willie" Williams, who is trying his utmost
to allow sanity to prevail. I hope he makes it . . .
After the white, shining mystery of our Dhavlos Ops.
Room, circumstances have forced us to operate in a tent
of all places. (The truth is that we couldn't keep up the
instalments). However, just across the road, land nearing
completion, there stands a new Ops. Room. Just a few
more weeks and we hope to be at it again, with white
paint, alarm bells and shrouded maps, once more to create
our former glory.
L/Cpl. " Bill" Glen (it's a funny thing how his
moustache never seems to mature) is straining at the leash
and muttering, " Not long now." He tries in vain to con
vince Sgt. Williams that civvy life is best. For a few
moments the senior N.C.O. will have a far away look in
his eyes, but then he turns away and groans, " I can't, it's
too late now." We are still trying to think what he means
by this. In a corner, dark and musty, we find L/Cpl.
" Dingles " Bell, draughtsman extraordinary. This indi
vidual is usually crouched over a drawing board. Nobody
knows exactly what he does . . .
Our interpreters number two at the moment. The
senior, a certain " Nicky " Taskin is a colourful character
who could be described as "The World's Tallest Midget."
" Nicky" speaks four languages, Greek, Turkish, Good
English and Bad. We rescued him from the KOYLI when
we took over C.B.S. Camp. He has been eternally grateful to
us for saving him from the threatening clutches of redun

dancy. Our second interpreter is a present from the R.A.,
namely Gnr. Phippen. Being a new arrival, we have not
yet had the time to gain an insight into this gentleman's
character.
To end we would like to bring in just a short note
about the Cyprus situation. Just about 40 miles south of
Turkey.
^
..
" Curruthers."
Band
April has seen a general stepping up for us here in
Cyprus, in all directions, a step up in the temperature has
taken us into khaki drill, and many were the white and
beautiful knees that have now faded to brown, to say
nothing of the bodies beautiful that have draped themselves
in various somnolent positions in the sun with the advent
of summer working hours. Another step up has been in
our numbers, which went up by leaps and bounds, with
the arrival of the last draft from U.K. We welcome Ptes.
" Freddy " Homewood, " Porky " Roots and " Mick "
Luckett, who are on a regular engagement, and Ptes. "Dave"
Brailey, "Dave" Wilmington, "Ken" Drew and "John"
Day, who give us our highest N.S. percentage ever. We
hope that their stay with us will be a happy one, hnd that
in the future they will produce more right notes than
wrong ones.
One cannot keep accumulating without a certain
amount of wastage, and in the near future we will be saying
farewell to our stalwart " Secretary," " Nick " Shackleton.
His term of service has come to an end and he is leaving
us to continue his studies at Cambridge, we hope " Shack "
that all you wish for will come to pass, and that when you
" don " your robes you will occasionally spare a thought
for us.
Engagements have also stepped up a bit recently, not
many remunerative ones I am afraid, apart from the Dance
Band who have paid visits to play for dances at the Argyle
and Sutherland Highlanders Officers' Mess, B.M.H., Nicosia,
W.O.'s and Sergeants' Mess and in the near future, for
H.Q. Cyprus District at Wolseley Hall, Nicosia. The
Military Band have been doing its usual chores around
camp and also paid a visit to play for a guest night at
H.Q. Cyprus District on 23rd April.
On the sporting side, the emphasis has been on
athletics and we would like to congratulate Sgt. " Colin "
McGowan, L/Cpl. " Squealey " Healey and Bdsm. " Taffy "
Davies on being in the Battalion team which successfully
carried off first place in the Brigade meeting. We also wish
them every success in the District meeting, which will soon
follow.
" Faggott."
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SERGEANTS' MESS
This last month we welcomed the return of the Cyprus
Summer and the opening of the Fly and Mossie Season !
Hunting is now well under way and the younger members
of the Mess are getting used to the strange and unrepeatable
hunting cries that are used. Dictated by Army Fashions
Inc. the focus point now is Knees (knobbly, hairy, unwashed
or otherwise) since we are now in K.D. It is reported that
certain children have lost a bell tent in which they played all
winter. They have been advised to search the Guard
Room. Summer working hours are now in force but every
body works Monday and Thursday afternoons (except those
members who are allowed all afternoons off to work up a
demob tan !).
Our outside dance floor is now completed except for
the addition of a small band stage. There has been some
controversy over the proposed position of this and even the
brightest suggestion to have it on the roof of the Mess
brought forward different opinions. On one side Sgt.
" Doc " Roberts heartily approved it since he said he had
never had a chance to mend a broken neck, but on the
other,Sgt. Roy " Barman " Kelly said he refused to lug all
the way up there with Vimtos for Band C/Sgt. "Taffy"
Clark. An amicable agreement on the problem, however,
has since been reached.
The popularity of the curry tiffins at present shows no
sign of abating. We recently entertained 2 Wireless Regt.,
when the attendance was the highest ever. A hockey match
was played in the morning, which grim struggle 2 Wireless
Regt. won 2—1. The outside dance floor was in use for
the first time at a Sunday Tiffin and was most successful.
The dance floor is very satisfactory, mainly due to the
efforts, of C.S.M. Smith, who donned his bonnet and, lightly
humming " Bones of the River," happily engaged himself in
" dashing away with the smoothing iron" during the
afternoons.
The floor received its " housewarming " with a Rock
and Roll Marathon, won with a time of an hour and three
quarters by Mrs. Mary Chitticks partnered by Sgt. " Little
Richard" Lowe, R.A.E.C., in the absence of Sgt. Ralph
Chitticks, who, together with Sgt. Jim Scudder, is at the
moment learning the intricacies of Small Arms at Hythe.
C/Sgt. Dick Barton protested to the C Disc Jockey Club
that he had been nobbled, but they said it was his own fault
 for mixing Keo and CocaCola. We feel that in actual fact
the congratulations are really due to selfappointed Disc
Jockey R.S.M. Parker.
Foreman carpenter " Tiddler " Ticehurst lost one of his
dance floor assistants, Ron Coleman, halfway through the
, month due to the mysterious claims of 2nd Class Education.
,On further enquiries we discovered that several Sgts. were
dn this course including " Doc " (this is only the 50th try)
Roberts and Paddy (I must get my Map Reading) Quinn.
On being asked about the chances of these Sgts. passing the
2nd Class Exam, Sgts. "Little Richard" Lowe and
" George Formby " Holroyd, R.A.E.C., merely grunted non
committally and said it was about time they had some
leave !
Another sporting event was the skirmish with the
Corporals at soccer, a hard game unfortunately spoiled by
the wind. The Corporals won 4—3 and it is whispered that
C.S.M. "Slim" Simmonite was too busy celebrating his
promotion to substantive rank to give of his best. Others

to be congratulated on reaching substantive rank are
C.S.M. "Pedlar" Palmer and C/Sgt. Johnstone.
This month we had our first Regimental Mess Dinner
of the year and a very fine occasion it was, too, marred only
by the efforts of one who shall be nameless in spreading a
large pool of water complete with floating roses round the
candelabra. After the dinner the piano, which is the latest
Mess acquisition, was brought into full use for the first time.
Bandmaster Watkins has made noble efforts to tune it
(We've only brought it up a Minor 3rd, etc.) and it is at the
moment very popular. Plans are afoot for a small rhythm
group comprising Sgt. John Holroyd, R.A.E.C., piano, Sgt.
Roy (Mama) Kelly, ukelele, C/Sgt. Dick Barton, bass, and
Sgt. Harry Johnson, R.A.O.C., on drums. Sgt. Johnson is
the new welcome arrival from R.A.O.C. He can be found
wandering amiably arqund the Q.M.'s Dept. whistling "The
Shoemaker's Serenade." Dick Barton is at present on
U.K. leave (hasn't everything gone quiet ?) so the group is
functioning below strength.
A change over in blue and white check trousers has
taken place this month since we welcome Sgt Tancock,
A.C.C., the new cook sgt., and regretfully bid adieu to
S/Sgt. Syd Moir, A.C.C., who has finished his tour in
Cyprus.

HOCKEY
The hockey season ended with a final match against
C.R.E., Nicosia, and then on Tuesday, 22nd April, the
finals of the Cyprus District 6aside competition.
Against C.R.E., Nicosia, we lost a fast game by 0—2
on the C.R.E. pitch on Saturday, 19th April. The Cyprus
District 6aside competition was played at Wolseley
Barracks. The day proved to be very hot for the time
of the year. The competition timings were very strict and
at the sound of a hooter the teams had to walk on to the
pitch. After a pause there was a count down from five
seconds called over a loudspeaker and then another toot on
the hooter. This was the signal for the centreforwards
to begin to bulley. The same procedure was used at half
time and then there Was a final hoot at the end of the
match.
This hooting system treated 1 R.W.K. kindly in the
first round but cruelly in the second. In the first round
we played the R.A.P.C., Dhekelia. The R.A.P.C. had
apparently had great difficulty ip arriving in time having
had a long way to travel. At the first hoot they had no
players on the field. At the second hoot they had a centre
forward, who bullied off with Lt. Langhorne and one other
player on the field. The remainder of their team rushed
on and it was not till about a minute of play had elapsed
that the M.O. 1 R.W.K." who was watching, triumphantly
announced that the R.A.P.C. were now playing seven men.
The R.A.P.C. never seemed to recover from this shock. A
fast movement produced a quick goal scored by Lt. Lang
horne and later 2/Lt. Champion scored a perfect goal with
a hard reverse stick shot.
In the second round we played C.R.E., Episcopi. This
was a very fast game in which both sides felt the heat.
C.R.E., Episcopi, had already knocked out one of the two
R.A.F. sides in the competition and they now played very
sound hockey against us. Up to the time of the final hoot
there had been no score and no corners. The ball was in
1 R.W.K.'s half as the hooter began on the final blast.
Before the blast had finished however it had been hit back
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into C.R.E.'s half. After hasty official conferring it was
decided that 1 R.W.K. had lost.
Team ; Cpl. Drakes (goal), Lt. Butler (right half),
L/Cpl. Healey (left half), Capt. Clarke (right wing), Lt.
Langhorne (centreforward), 2/Lt. Champion (left wing).
Final analysis of season's matches: —
Played
Won
Drawn
Lost
26
14
0
12
Goals for
Goals against
63
44
Goal scorers: —
Lt. Langhorne
16
Sgt. MacGowan ..
13
Cpl. Larkins
7
2/Lt. Locker ..  
6
Sgt. Healey
5
2/Lt. Champion
3
Pte. Carr
3
2/Lt. Johnstone
2
L/Cpl. Humphries
2
Maj. Waring
1
Capt. Clarke
1
Lt. Tarver
1
Lt. Butler
1
Sgt. Williams
I
A.N. Other
1
Total

63

Finally a word of thanks to the Kemp brothers, Cpl.
and L/Cpl. Kemp, for their loyal support and for turning
out to umpire so often for us.
The InterCoy. Hockey final was won on Tuesday, 1st
April, by H.Q. Coy. X Gp. which was the Band and Drums.
It was a close match in which their opponents Sp. Coy.
made them play hard to the very end. Score H.Q. Coy. X
Gp. 2, Sp. Coy. 1.
After the match the Commanding Officer presented
the cup to the winning team, Capt. Band C/Sgt. Clarke.

Readers are r e m i n d e d t h a t we can supply copies of
" T h e Q.O.G." t o t h e i r relatives f o r t h e modest s u m of
Five S h i l l i n g s , post free.
Ask y o u r Company Commander t o m a k e t h e neces
sary arrangements.

Primrose and
Len Dairies, Ltd.
PASTEURISED MILK
CHANNEL ISLAND T.T. (Pasteurised) MILK
19, LOWER STONE ST., M A I D S T O N E - Tel. 2610 & 51246
32, T H E BROADWAY,
MAIDSTONE

WEST M A L L I N G
T e l . West M a i l i n g 3101
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BATTALION
EPIC BATTLES OF THE WAR
KOHIMA

The Commanding Officer writes :—
On Thursday, 1st May, as the third
H iTift «
battle in his current series on B.B.C. Tele
ykilJlvJj
vision, Lt.Gen. Sir Brian Horrocks dealt
with Kohima, a battle which will long be
remembered in the Regiment, and indeed,
elsewhere, for the gallant stand made by
the 4th Battalion in defending the gateway to India.
Those of us who have regularly watched General
Horrocks and heard him retell the stories of other great
battles, knew well that should get a clear, accurate and
balanced account of the series of actions which took place
in and around Kohima in April and May, 1944, and we
hoped, therefore, that he might give the Battalion more than
a passing mention.
We were not to be disappointed; in the truest sense
of the words, he did us proud.
Immediately after the programme, the following tele
gram was sent to Sir Brian :
" All members of the 4th/5th Bn. The Queen's Own
who watched your programme last night send you
warmest greetings on meeting you again."
(It will be remembered that the Battalion served under
Sir Brian Horrocks when he was G.O.C. 44 Div. during
the period after Dunkirk).
The following reply has been received :
" I feel I must write and thank you very much for
your wire. It was a very thoughful act on the part
of all members of the 4th,/5th Queen's Own who
watched my last programme to send me their greetings.
" As a complete amateur at this difficult television
business it is very encouraging to receive a message
like yours. Thank you so much for taking the trouble
to send it.
Yours sincerely,
(Sgd.) Brian G. Horrocks."
We all watched the programme, I am sure, with a sense
of great pride in the achievements of the 4th Battalion
whose direct descendents we are. Their epic fight, at Kohima,
won for the Regiment a Battle Honour worn by no other
Regiment in the British Army — "Defence of Kohima."
It won for the Battalion : one V.C., one D.S.O., three M.C.'s,
three D.C.M.'s and four M.M.'s.
Exercise " Hopeful Travel "
"It is belter to Travel Hopefully than to arrive." —
R. L. Sevenson, "Travels with a Donkey."
The idea behind this exercise was furnished by the
R.E.M.E. of 56 London Div. who borrowed Avebury
Avenue as a check point for their annual M.T. exercise
way back in September. (See issue No. 13 of this journal).
It is pleasant to report that the idea here germinated has
flowered successfully.
In the late afternoon of Saturday, 12th April, 37 com
peting vehicles, six teams of six, gathered at Ashford for the
start of the exercise. The teams represented the three
infantry Bns. of the Bde., two from 507 Coy., R.A.S.C.,
and one from 303 Bn., W.R.A.C. There was one individual
entry from 44 Div. Pro. Coy., R.M.P. There was a bitter
N.W. wind, but the sky was clear and the roads dry.
The first item was a preliminary inspection. This was a
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very simple affair and confined to checking thosepoints which
a prudent driver should check before setting out on a long
run. Is there water in the radiator, oil in the sump, petrol
in the tank, air in the tyres ? Do the lights work ? and so
on. Except for losing some points there must have been
at least three competitors who were grateful to the officials
for discovering that 'their lights were defective. There
we're a few points deducted at this stage, the main faults
being some uneven tyre pressures and a battery here or
there needing topping up. On the whole the Directing Staff
were impressed with high standard of all vehicles competing.
This was borne out in the event that there were no break
downs of a more than temporary nature throughout the
exercise.
The road run, a course of some 130 miles on minor
roads, began at 2130 hrs. The course was divided into four
sections, competitiors being given a route card to the first
check point where they were to pick up a new one to the
next and so on. In order to ensure that they followed the
right route, competitiors were required to pass certain con
trols on the way. These took the form of questions, the
answers to which could only be given by calling at the
point specified. There was a time limit given for each
section, requiring an overall speed of just over 18 m.p.h.
Drivers thus had to keep to time and do some pretty
accurate map reading, mostly in the dark. Each vehicle,
by the way, carried a crew of two, driver and navigator,
who could share duties if they wished.
In order to ensure that everyone drove with due
decorum and regard for the Highway Code, members of
the 44 Div. Pro. Coy. were out on the road with two static
speed checks and two mobile patrols. Heavy penalties were
laid down for any competitior caught speeding. To satisfy
the curiosity of competitiors, it can be revealed that the
patrols were active on all sections. The static checks (the

R.M.P. don't like you to call them " Speed Traps ") were one
on the A.20 between Hollingbourne and Bearsted and the
other on B2027 between Hildenborough and Edenbridge.
They reported four vehicles exceeding the speed limit,
though not by a dangerous amount, all of whom were fined
fifty points.
The first section was not very difficult and the route
card was set out in some detail. It was 'also a fairly direct
route from Ashford to Hawkhurst. It had one shock in
the first mile, in the shape of a ford. Most competitors
studied their maps closely and avoided it; those, however,
who committed their vehicles to the deep, as it were, found
that it was only about four inches deep and had a firm
bottom. The one R.M.P. vehicle, it is sad to report, took
a muddy lane shortly after this and got bogged turning
round. Unluckily the telephone at the Hawkhurst check
point had broken down and it took so long to recover this
vehicle that the crew were out of the running.
The second section was much more difficult. In the
first place, the route card gave only the locations of the
controls so that competitors had to exercise some judge
ment in picking their route through a network of lanes.
However they chose, they could not avoid some difficult
driving with narrow roads, hairpin bends and steep climbs
and descents in the lanes on the North Downs. At Maid
stone all competitiors were able to have a bit of a rest and
a meal, excellently laid on by the Staff of the Depot, before
continuing for Tonbridge.
The third leg, by way of relief, was much easier. Even
then the clear number of runs recorded was still dimin
ishing. Perhaps the effects of fatigue were being felt.
The final leg between Tonbridge and Crowborough a
different kind of problem was set. The requirements read
" A convoy of heavy vehicles with awkward loads is to be
taken from Hildenborough via Edenbridge to Lingfield.

Personnel of " C " Company, carried out a monitoring wireless exercise at Sevenoaks
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You are required to report on the clearance of the bridges
under the railway along this route." The effects of fatigue
were certainly evident on this section, some of the answers
being wildly inaccurate. There were also some competitors
who showed great ingenuity in selecting tortuous routes
which avoided the bridges altogether. One competitor
merely reported that the route was not suitable for heavy
traffic. This was not what was required and the number
of clear runs was reduced still further.
In the cold light of dawn (a very lovely dawn, by the
way Gentlemen of England now abed didn't know what
they were missing. The waning moon setting and no less
than two day stars with new spangled ore flaming in the
forehead of a blue morning sky with just enough cloud
to make it interesting) in the cold light of dawn, we repeat,
after that miltonic interlude, competitors began to arrive
at Crowborough.
No. 1, Lt. Mugford and C.Q.M.S. Norman of 507 Coy.,
R.A.S.C., were, according to schedule, in first, just missing
a " possible " by six minutes. The order of arrival there
after showed how the difficulties of the course had taken
toll. Only No. 25, Sgt. Marks and Sgt. Wadkinson of
R.A.S.C. "A", and No. 7, Sgt. Smith and Cpl. Everest of
"A" Coy. the Queen's Own, in fact registered a possible of
1,100 at this stage. No. 11, Capt. Wright and Cpl. Rainer
of 5 Buffs, scored full marks for the road run, but had lost
five points on the inspection.
In the team competition 5 Buffs were leading with
5,670, 507 Coy. R.A.S.C. "A" Team second with 5,245 and
the Queen's Own third with 4495, when after much needed
breakfast, the teams embarked on the final stages, the
Driving Tests. There was a course of six of these, taken,
except for the method of scoring, from Advanced Driver
Training. Curiously enough the two—manoeuvering be
tween barrels and driving through a narrow clearance
against the stopwatch — which the Directing Staff had
judged the most difficult, turned out to be easier than the
others !
In the event the leading drivers except No. 6, C.S.M.
Rogers of 5 Buffs, who pulled up from 4th to second place,
and the leading teams retained their positions. The final
order is given below.
We would like to end with a special word of com
mendation to the ladies of 303 Bn., W.R.A.C., who competed
on equal terms with the men. Three of their crews topped
the 1,000 mark out of 19 to do so and the team only failed
to beat 4 Buffs by less than 100 points.
Team Competition
5 Buffs
7,620 points
R.A.S.C. "A" . . . . 7,145
„
4/5 R.W.K
6,220
„
R.A.S.C. " B " .... 6,020
„
4 Buffs
5,805
„
W.R.A.C
5,725
Individuals (First 10)
11 Capt. Wright, Cpl. Rainer (5 Buffs) 1,410 pts.
6 Maj. Critchley, C.S.M. Rogers (5 Buffs) 1,400 „
25 Sgt. Marks, Sgt. Wadkinson (R.A.S.C. "A")
1,395 „
5 C.S.M. Percival, Sgt. Ellis (4 Buffs) 1,390 „
7 Cpl. Everest, Sgt. Smith (4/5 R.W.K.) 1,390 „
1 Lt. Mugford, C.Q.M.S. Norman (R.A.S.C. "A")
1,385 „
8 L/Cpl. Knowles, Pte. Etheridge (W.R.A.C.)
1,365 „
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

1. No.
2. No.
3. No.
4. No.
No.
6. No.
7. No.
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8. No. 29 Sgt. Seager, Dvr. Newman (R.A.S.C. "A"
1,365
9. No. 33 Sgt. Weeks, L/Cpl. Mansell (4/5 R.W.K.)
1,365
10. No. 35 L/Cpl. Stockdale, C.S.M. Ellis (5 Buffs)
1,355
44 Div. Intermediate Motor Cycle Trials

„
„
„

The date fixed for this event unfortunately coincided
with our own Exercise Hopeful Travel, which absorbed the
energies of most of the Battalion. Moreover of the two
teams originally entered, owing to sickness, the incidence of
shift work and other causes, only four competitors were
able eventually to take the road. Pte. Kemp and Pte.
Feakes were unlucky with their machines which suffered
mechanical failures and so prevented their riders from
completing the course. L/Cpl. Allcorn and Cpl. Barden,
however, were more successful. L/Cpl. Allcorn (29 penal
ties) was placed 16th equal with four offiers and Cpl.
Barden (31 penalties) 20th, equal with two others. Naturally,
with only two riders completing the course, we were out
of the running in the team competition.
44 Div. Rifle Meeting, Hythe, 26th—27th April
With something of a struggle we managed to muster
our two teams for this event. Unfortunately they were not
the best two teams we could have mustered. Some good
shots, particularly among the junior ranks, were kept out
because they were unable to turn out on Saturday morning.
There is no doubt that we missed L/Cpl. Allcorn, Cpl.
Adams, Pte. Cyster and others. Perhaps next year we can
contrive to get all our best shots to the range and be
lucky enough not to have to start competing until Sunday
morning. It will be seen from the scores that the selectors
might have done better, too ! Transfer Sgt. Brough, Sgt.
Amber and Cpl. Locke to the "A" team and what a
difference !
The weather presented us with a fine, but cold week
end with a gusty and uncertain wind, which made shooting
very difficult. Even the experts were going round with
anxious faces. However, without distinguishing themselves,
our two teams didn't do too badly. As first detail in the
China Cup there was some evidence of nerves and, while
the riflemen shot down their snap targets briskly enough,
the Bren gunners were less successful, so that little scoring
time was left. We knew we would be well down in the
order and so it proved. The falling plate team met and
fell to a strong 4 Buffs team in the first round.
The main competition proved more encouraging and
out of 32 teams representing 21 units, our "A" team
finished 13th and the " B " team 25th. The scores were :—
A Team
B Team
Pte. Crayford
15
Capt. Watson
31
Cpl. Rogers
59
Sgt. Webster
44
L/Cpl. Mansell . . . . 57
Cpl. Locke
50
Sgt. Constable
.... 60
Sgt. Ravilious
42
Sgt. Smith
56
Pte. Cooke
27
C.S.M. Johnson . . . . 65
Sgt. Amber
60
Sgt. Sales
43
Maj. Bobby
46
Maj. Large
63
Sgt. Brough
66
Total 418

Total 366

Captain F. W. G. Rippon
Readers of the May number of the Q.O.G. will have
noted with regret the death of Capt. Rippon on 26th April.
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Last month our notes were prefixed with a verse kindly
supplied by our Editor (thank you, kind sir), the point of
which we will keep in mind, to prove that a few sarcastic
words worth while, so if we get notes to our Editor on
time from now on. we can truthfully say, "The music in
my heart 1 bore, long after it was heard no more."
We must congratulate Sgt. Smith and Cpl. Everest on
leading home the Battalion in the M.T. rally. It seems our
friends in other Companies need some map reading lessons,
Sgt. Smith is willing to spare an evening or so to bring them
up to "A" Coy. standard.
The Company was well represented in the Battalion
Rifle team at the 44 Div. Rifle meeting at Hythe, by Maj.
Large, Capt. Watson, Sgt. Smith and L/Cpl. Crayford. The
team did not do as well as in other years, but Maj. Large
and Sgt. Smith were up to their usual standard.
We are all looking forward to a nice holiday in
Scotland. 1 understand C/Sgt. Hughes and Sgt. Taylor
are busy polishing their golf clubs. We wonder what their
handicaps are (at golf we mean).
Writing these notes and trying to make a little news
go a long way makes us wish we could write like the
author of the following :
" Though 1 have an adrination for your charming resig
nation,
There appears no limitation to your constant animation,
And a deep appreciation of your warm cooperation and I
find a consolation in the pleasing contemplation,
Of a Company anticipation quite beyond articulation,
You forgive the implication if 1 plead disinclination for
the sweet exhilaration of a brief amalgamation,
I'll tell you in a phrase my dear, exactly what 1 mean,
'NOT TONIGHT JOSEPHINE'."

" B " COMPANY

GARRARD & CO. LTD.

112 REGENT STREET  LONDON

COMPANIES

"A" COMPANY

Royal West Kent Regiment
White and Yellow Gold and Enamel

"Franco" was well known to the Battalion for his keen
interest in our affairs. It will be recalled that he came all
the way to Wales last year to visit us in Camp.
A wreath was sent on behalf of all ranks of the Bat
talion. In a letter to Col. Eason at Regimental H.Q., Mrs.
Rippon expressed her gratitude to the 4th/5th. " I very
much appreciate." she says, " the kind thought. I know
my husband would have been immensely proud to have
been so remembered."
We are sure all who knew him will join us in offering
our sincere condolences to his widow.

w.l

We began the month's training with W.O.II Johnson
furthering our knowledge of First Aid and Capt. Clemence
cleared up some of the remaining mysteries of Map Reading.
We were all looking forward, however, to Exercise
Hopeful Travel, which lived up to all expectations of being
a most useful and interesting weekend's training for all
concerned. The Company's ambitions were fulfilled by the
achievement of Cpl. Mansell, who with Sgt. Weeks, our
tame R. Sussex member, navigating, had the second best
score amongst the Battalion's entrants and came ninth out of
the whole Bde—well done and a special Bravo for Bravo.
Another highlight of evening training came on the
22nd when the C.S.M. and Sgt. Randall had a surprise
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when a drill parade was held in preparation for camp. It
was a pleasant surprise, we are happy to report.
A number of the Company attended the Divisional
Rifle Meeting at the end of the month and although at
the time of writing scores are not yet available, we think
we may once again have cause to congratulate Cpl. Mansell
on his efforts.
A Company Darts League has now been initiated with
what promises to be a useful prize for the winner. Although
somewhat early to make any forecasts and odds are doubt
ful, we would advise any small sidebets to be laid on Lt.
Smith.
The momentum of training is heightening with the
approach of camp and all, at the moment, are full of hope
that the weather over the border will not shroud the com
pany's brilliance in Scotch mist.
Finally, we are all looking forward to 10th May, when
a Company Supper Night is being held, which we hope
that the Commanding Officer and Major Brock will be able
to attend. If previous occasions of this nature are any
thing to judge by, it should be an unqualified success.

"C"

COMPANY

April has been a busy month for the Company. With
the exception of Easter Weekend there has been a parade
for most members every weekend. The 12th/13th saw the
Coy. Commander and C.S.M. Jones on the M.T. Rally
" Hopeful Travel," which was an experience both enjoyed.
C.S.M. Baker and his mechanics had given them a perfectly
maintained vehicle to start with and it did not let them
down. However, on the first leg of the night drive, the
Coy. Commander noted a pub sign and missed a cafe sign
—both at the same grid reference and lost 50 points. On
the second leg the truck unfortunately dug itself into a
grass verge, slowly sliding into a large ditch, for 25 minutes,
until with bleeding hands and sanguinary language, they
managed to drive it up and out over a bed of hawthorns
and very prickly hedge, narrowly missing a telephone post
on the way ! This put them about 30 minutes behind, but
by excellent driving and superb map reading they made up
most of it until they happened upon another vehicle dood
ling along a narrow lane at about 10 miles an hour for
four miles. The last two legs of the drive were completed
easily and hazardfree.
Arriving at Crowborough at about 0630 hrs. they met
C/Sgt. Wood. Sgts. Rump. Ebbs and Palmer who had spent
the night with the camp caretaker around a fire. These
odd episodes remind one of the Blackbush Airfield—it is
peculiar how often Sgt. Rump seems to find himself mis
laid !
Unfortunately, balloon tyres and two sleepless nights
(C.S.M. Jones had been up the previous night at work)
took their toll of lost points on the driving tests the next
day and we did not do so well as we had hoped. How
ever, we look forward to the next Rally and would con
gratulate the directing staff on the organisation and
amenities of this one.
Sunday, 20th, saw the company doing section attacks
over Pippingford Park area at Crowborough. Although
these attacks were of an elementary nature, it is some time
since we have done any and the practise was well worth
while. C/Sgt. Wood again looked after our vittals and
produced many a cheering cup of tea, many of the " Old
Sweats" really did work hard; and some think we could

167

Always choose the best—

FREMUNS
'ELEPHANT'

ALES
FREMLINS LTD - MAIDSTONE & LONDON

build our own local assault course for the less fit of the
company to trot over in the evenings. Sgt. Ebbs will have
to have a pad' for his COCCYX.
The company has been very glad to see Lt. N. Nyren
attached, even if only temporarily. He has brought a
breath of spring to our training and is proving an excellent
commentator of films. We hear that Lt. R. N. Young has
now returned to the company and we look forward to
seeing him " at the Sharp End " again.
We have unfortunately lost Pte. Seabrook to the Mer
chant Navy, but our loss will be their gain, and we must
thank him for his work whilst he was with us.
Continuing the Cadre Training programme we have
had two films, "House Clearing" and "Street Fighting,"
besides the normal lectures on orders, Fire Orders and cloth
model exercises.
Our members turned out in full to the A.G.M. of the
Club and the Sevenoaks Branch of the Past and Present
Association. At the former, Major Pennells was elected
President, C.S.M. Jones, Secretary, and Capt. Duggan,
Treasurer. At the Past and Present Meeting, Major Coombes
was elected Chairman, C/Sgt. Wood. Treasurer, and Sgt.
Palmer, Secretary. The company has always played a
large part in the running of this Branch and, as it was
thought that more " Past " members should be encouraged
to help, we have tried to be less dominating in its affairs,
although, of course, we will always lend 'a hand.
We are looking forward to Annual Training in County
Angus and hoping that we will not be offered haggis too
often by Sgt. King and his merry men.
On Saturday, 10th May, we are having a modified
recruiting drivecumexercise in the Sevenoaks town area.
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By the time this is published the Company will probably
have been charged, tried and sentenced for wilful obstruc
tion, etc., in the streets of Sevenoaks, but they will have
gained the company some publicity and numerous small
boys will have seen DoseRate Meters and Rocket
Launchers and talked over 31 sets; the company plans a
bigger and better scheme after camp, sometime in August
or September.

" D " COMPANY
Our two recruits are now happily attested, and at the
moment we shall be going to camp thirty strong, including
Officers, at any rate for the first week, plus our two head
quarter attachments in the persons of Sgt. King and Cpl.
Hinkley.
We spent a very successful Sunday on the range at
Southborough and consumed a respectable quantity of
ammunition in polishing up our respective performances
on the sten gun. As this was the first really warm day of
the year, spirits were very high and everybody enjoyed
themselves. We may say that we were considerably sur
prised by the performances of the recruits, which was most
worthy. In the afternoon Mr. MorleyJacob laid on a
highly convincing demonstration of a section in the attack,
which attracted a number of small boys, one with a gfass
snake which he had found in the woods and was wearing
as a bracelet. We are most grateful to Major Wood for
allowing us the use of Support Comany's Drill Hall and to
their caretaker for providing us with tea.
Exercise Hopeful Travel duly took place as arranged—
unhappily, as far as " D " Coy.'s team was concerned, with
out the fulfilment of the extraordinary optimistic prophecy
contained in the local paper.
On the 17th of this month we are holding an informal
social evening for Major Wood to come up and present the
Cup to the best allrounder of the past twelve months. This
was the Cup which Major Wood so kindly presented when
he took over Support Coy., and which had the distinction,
together with the donor and donee of appearing in the local
press and also in one notable lunchtime edition of the
Evening Standard.
Elaborate repairs are being carried out at the moment
on the roof, which we have been told for some time was
imperfect, due to a fortuitous shower of rain when those
responsible last inspected the premises.
By way of a short training report over last month, we
conducted a cloth model exercise (somewhat hastily pre
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pared by the remodelling of the old papier mache on which
had been fought out to the last blade of grass) and this
produced at least some unusual solutions. We also prac
tised guard mounting, and this resulted in so many argu
ments as to precisely how it should be done, that it was
decided that the advice of the R.S.M. would be sought
Before the next practice.
Small Electric Motors, our neighbours, who run a
badminton club, have been granted the use of the Hall on
Wednesday nights, and, as this will involve the marking
out of a court, we are now wondering whether such a form
of exercise might not well prove popular with the members
of the Company and we have been promised the use of their
equipment in order to give it a trial run.

SUPPORT COMPANY
The main event of this month has been our recruiting
tour of the area on Sunday, 20th, which was attended by
all members of the Company. The idea was to show the
flag in some of the outlying villages.
We arrived at the Drill Hall full of enthusiasm only
to find that the two carriers would not start, so they had
to be towed up and down the road for about half an hour
until they at last came to life. The most modern vehicle
we have in the Army today in the form of the " Champ "
was also feeling temperamental so that had to be towed for
a mile or so by our old faithful 1 tonner.
Despite this opposition, our little cavalcade set forth
including in its strength two carriers and the Nubian towing
the 17 pounder. One little dear in Speldhurst read our
recruiting poster and turned to her very small friend and
said, " They won't get any recruits as there is no war here!"
That sums up most of our spectators as we must have
dpne a lot of good for the Army Cadets, for like the Pied
Piper we were persued by hundreds of young Montgomery's
apd budding Nelson's who seemed to enjoy it all. The
photograph that appeared in the local paper showed Sgt.
Ravilious and the machine gun gradually being taken to
pieces by a swarm of children who we hope will join our
ranks in about 1968 !
,  We did not expect to get many recruits right away, but
feci we got people talking and showed them that the T.A.
still exists which should have a good long term effect. We
kiiow we got the Police and the Brigade Major talking as
w$ left our mark in the area in the form of torn up pave
ments.
There is very little else to report as our training has
been mainly routine support weapon training in preparation
for camp.
We would like to welcome Pte. Shapland a new recruit
who served in the Coy. in 1948 as a Sergeant in the Anti
Tqnk PI. He will join the Pioneer PI., bringing its strength
up to two. This may seem rather small, but at least it is
the only platoon in the Battalion to get 100% increase in
recruiting.

Subscription rates:—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies, 5d., post

free.
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S I write, the Depot is in the grip of an uneasy calm.
This I believe to be, because the C.O. is attempting
to find both a scorer and an umpire for cricket next
Saturday. Shadowy figures clutching 48 hour passes lurk
in doorways, and occasionally a recruit scuttles from
barrack block to cookhouse and back. Only in the orderly
room is there business as usual. All the clerks are regular
cricket addicts and all have contributed to the recent
appalling defeats which have marked the Depot team's
debut this season. Lest this be written off as a D.A.C.L.
exaggeration, let us quote the score book for the season's
first three matches :
Maidstone Grocers
149
Depot The Queen's Own .... 106
Saracen C.C.
175 for 6 dec.
Depot The Queen's Own .... 45
Reserve Fleet Chatham
38 for 5
Depot The Queen's Own .... 37
(2/Lt. Coles, D.A.C.L., 18)
On the other hand, it must be conceded that The
Regiment had a fine win over The Bluemantles at Tunbridge
Wells on 24th May, thanks largely to some very fine bat
ting by Lt. Heatly and Lt. Hart (C.R.M.P.) and some demon
bowling by Lt. Jackson and Capt. Goodwin.
However, the Depot team's progress has been too much
for Lt. Smith who has retired to Colchester as Gen. Talbot's
A.D.C. His place has been taken by Lt. Butler from the
1st Bn., and we wish both these officers luck and happiness
in their new posts.
On the 5th of the month, the Hardy Cup was boxed for
by our recruits and those of the Buffs. It was certainly
a fine victory for us and great credit is due to Capt.
Abplanalp, S.l. Turner and the boxers whose spirit and
pluck carried us to a onepoint win. Details are given
elsewhere.
On the 7th May. the C.O. attended the rededication of
All Saints' Church bells, which Had been recast and rehung.
The Regiment contributed toward the cost of this operation
and the service was conducted by the Bishop of Maidstone,
who is known to us all as Bishop to the Forces.
The Passing Out Parade of Vimiera and Corunna
platoons was taken by Brig. F. W. B. Parry, Deputy Com
mander, Home Counties District, on 9th May, and was
attended by many parents and friends.
On 17th, the Regimental Council met to consider
further the problems of amalgamation, and on 18th, Col.
Craven's County Civil Defence organisation held a jamboree
here which transformed the barracks into a hospital and
the square into a grease trap !
On the 22nd we had a small intake of some 40 recruits
who are now Pyrenees and Nive platoons, and the following
day saw the At Home of Vittoria and Almaraz.
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Major Moglove, the District Youth Liaison Officer, gave
a very interesting lecture to all regulars on 29th May, and
we saw a very fine recruiting film " Man of Tomorrow "
aimed at getting the junior leader to join one of the many
fine army schools whose job it is to supply us with potential
officers and N.C.O.'s.
Finally, we welcome 2/Lt. Govan who joined us from
Eaton Hall on 30th of the month, and who will take 78
men of Vimiera and Corunna platoon to Cyprus on
10th June.
Depot Training Coy.
With the passing out of Vimiera and Corunna platoons
on 9th May, came the inevitable flood of N.C.O.'s leave
passes, all trying to catch up on well overdue rest away
from the grinding machinery of Trg. Coy.
However, we were not idle for too long, as preparations
were under way to welcome the new intake—Ni.ve and
Pyrenees Pis. As usual they seem a bright intake and
have settled down well. Pyrenees PI. is under Sgt. Potts,
Cpl. Grainger and /LCpls. Bona and Mortimer, whilst Nive
is under Sgt. Gordon, D.C.M., with Cpl. Gould and L/Cpl.
Fretter.
It is a wellknown feeling of confidence when one is
a member of the " seniors " and we see Almaraz and Vit
toria Pis. enthusiastically proving this statement.
Vittoria PI. is just one step ahead of their rivals and
have followed up the winning of the struggle ball compe
tition by gaining the rifle and L.M.G. shields. Almaraz
informed me that they will make up for these defeats in
the remaining competitions.
One sunny afteroon last month, Kent became an island
and repeated history by going to war against the rest of
Britain.
" Island Fling " (" H " sometimes sounded to deceive
any Scotsmen listening in) was an exercise for the 166 Inf.
Brigade (T.A.) who called on us to supply " Flying Squad "
patrols. Each section was self sufficient for three days and
supplied with three ton trucks apiece, they were given two
hours' notice to move.
At 2000 hrs. on the first day, we moved to take up
position on the A.20 near Lenham, and with mobile and
foot patrols kept watch for the enemy.
That evening whilst the sections slept in comparative
comfort, Mr. Coles and Sgt. Martin were to be seen in
the village green " propped up" by a telephone kiosk,
waiting for a message that, incidentally, never came. At
about 0400 hrs. they were wakened and informed that
Cpl. Wilders was hurt. On returning to camp they found
our first casualty nursing a sprained ankle.
No further incidents until 0900 hrs. when enemy Were
sighted by Sgt. Gordon, D.C.M., and Sgt. Potts, who, .aided
by two of the section, commenced to stalk them. Just as
they closed in they were repeatedly divebombed by an
Auster aircraft, who immediately made their presence
known to the enemy. As a matter of interest the pilot
reported eight enemy sighted and to make things worse
he was on our side.
After this, things quietened a little and then the news
came that our H.Q. was to be moved to an inn. Coinci
dences do happen ! ! Jt turned out to be the " Yew Tree,"
belonging to an exmember of the Regiment, C/Sgt.
Bucknell. Just given time for a little rest, during which
we were visited by the C.O. and O.C. Trg., orders came to
move into reserve in a wood near Bredgar.
At 1820 hrs. foot patrols were sent out and for a
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change, they included two attached drivers. At 1830 hrs.
a message, of which nothing could be made except " stand
by to move," was received. The patrols were recalled by
Very light and all turned up except, surprisingly enough,
the drivers. They eventually appeared at 1930 hrs. just as
we yere about to move off, and could not understand why
Sgt.^Potts and Sgt. Gordon were in the driving seats of the
twotrucks.
On reaching the nearest 'phone, we obtained correct
instructions and proceeded to the village of Farnham, near
Detling, and took up defensive positions in h wood. Again
by some lucky chance, Platoon H.Q. found itself in the
backyard of a public house. It is understood that. Sgt.
Tillman met with a little opposition from some civvies when
trying to establish a comfortable camp, but eventually
overcame them.
The evening passed without further incident, and after
doing their best to consume the remaining compo cooked
under the excellent supervision of Sgt. Martin and Cpl.
Smallwood (they may transfer to the A.C.C.) all returned
to the Depot the next morning.
The scheme proved to be valuable training for the
recruits (in spite of the impression given by this article)
and they well deserved the letter of thanks which they
received from the T.A., the more so as they had only com
pleted four weeks training.
We offer our congratulations to Lt. Smith on his recent
appointment as A.D.C. to MajGen. Talbot, and although
sorry to lose him, wish him success and happiness in his
new job. We welcome in his place Lt. Butler, and sincerely
hope he will enjoy his tour with Training Company. Con
gratulations to L/Cpl. Franklin on his recent promotion.
He will now be able to get more of a grip of certain mem
ber^ of the orderly room than Pte. Whatley used to.
L/Cpls. Bona, Franklin and Pte. Tucker of the Per
manent Staff deserve praise for their performance in the
Regimental Cricket XI who beat the much vaunted Blue
mantles at Tunbridge Wells on 24th May.
. The At Home on 23rd May, brought as usual, many
Mums, Dads and sweethearts to see how their respective
heroes had shaped as soldiers. The various events
thrbughout the afternoon always capture interest; even more
notable is the charming attitude of the N.C.O.'s and officers.
Recently the visitors have been conducted round the cook
house, this being one of the highlights of the day, especially
for the lady guests. Sgt. Frost assures all that the meal
shown was of the usual standard, and various remarks are
heard from various gentlemen NOT eligible for National
Service to the effect that " I wouldn't, mind joining,"
" Potato machine—what's it coming to ? " and so on.
Whilst on the subject of messing, I know that the staff are
very happy and although sometimes it is still a thankless
job, they are very pleased with the reception given to the
high standard of food. We also thank all the cooks and
Mr. Lloyd, of the dining hall for the hard work they put
in. A team from the Messing Staff is about to challenge
the Depot Cricket XI (hardly an awesome prospect—Sea
gull), but before you laugh, ask Cpl. Eiffert, the Soccer
Captain, who won the first match Cooks v. Depot XI.
. The Depot cricket situation is desperate, and Mr. Smith
had even got to the stage of asking people to play who
say " I used to be good." (Result—worse than ever!)
Even L/Cpl. Franklin has a guilty feeling now when he
leaves the C.S.M. to do Coy. Clerk and Runner on Wed
nesday afternoons.

Quartermaster's Staff and M.T.
Let's talk about the M.T. The Section comprises L/Cpl.
Aylmore, Ptes. Baker, Craddock and Garrod, and their
duties consist of driving two three tonners, one one tonner,
one LandRover and one motor cycle. Rereading that
quickly, you will notice that there are only four drivers to
five vehicles, but this state of affairs is remedied by the fact
that there are invariably two vehicles in the Workshop,
thereby giving us a surplus of one driver. Apropos the
two vehicles in workshops, you will probably have already
deduced that either the drivers are young or the vehicles
aged, and bearing in mind the popular song " Something's
got to give," the drivers are winning hands down.
Pte. Baker is the leading light of the M.T., being
famous for two things. Firstly, given a 28 lb. sledge ham
mer, a large pneumatic drill, stop his 48 hr. pass, and he
will change all the tyres on every vehicle in record time,
and secondly, when the alarm bell rings, the resourceful
way in which he drives both a three ton lorry hnd the motor
cycle to the assembly point simultaneously has to be seen
to be believed. The appearance of the motor cycle on the
last alarm created quite a sensation, very few people in the
Unit knew that we were equipped with this dangerous
method of travel (it has only travelled two miles in four
years). The hiding away can only be attributed to the fact
that the Q.M. was once involved in an accident with his
own motor cycle, and twentynine years after he still says
that his injuries give him trouble. All the scars, stitches,
grafts and other gory trophies are shown to wouldbe motor
cyclists, but if this doesn't convince them, then the machine
is sent to workshops in very short order, where it hiber
nates until all interest in driving it is lost.
L/Cpl. Aylmore, who is well known to S.P. Coy., 1
R.W.K., has now taken on the doubtful responsibility of
educating all and sundry that petrol is rationed, that taxis
are only operated by civilian firms, and that Maidstone is
the best served town in the South for public transport.
He is also trying to reeducate himself as M.T., N.C.O.,
having only just recently reenlisted. We tender our sincere
sympathies and good wishes to his wife, who has most
unfortunately been admitted to hospital with a slipped disc.
Pte. Craddock completes the Permanent Staff element
of the M.T., and we have left him until last because he is
a sad man—the V.I.P. driver who has never driven a V.I.P.
Promoted to the LandRover for his sins, he became the
C.O.'s driver, but the C.O. never uses the vehicle. Hope
fully, with each detail, he stands in best B.D. at the open
door of his Rover to receive an exalted personage, but
invariably the door closes on the Ration Storeman, who
adds insult to injury by loading his empty crates and sacks
right up to the gunwales, and as an afterthought adds,
" N.A. A.F.I, grocery store, Mate, the Cook Sgt. needs the
Spuds."
Behind the M.T. Section, in true Army fashion, are
the black coated workers who do the paper work, adjust
the work tickets and quote all the regulations which say that
your journey is not necessary and can find not one regulation
which says it is. This vast office staff is run and controlled
by exC/Sgt. Hendrick in a most subtle way. He refers
all requests for transport to " Higher Authority," and since
" Higher Authority" spends most of his time preventing
children from picking Dicky Bird's flowers and exercising
his bloodhound round the cricket pitch, the need for trans
port has usually disappeared by the time he is discovered.
Transport in the Army is always much maligned, despite the
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maxim " A third class ride is belter than a first class walk,"
and we will conclude the M.T. notes with the observation
" you just try to get a third class ride."
Do you remember the case, only recently in the
National Press, of Bert Spludge from Wapping, who gained
immortality by being the first man ever to read all the small
print on a bottle of Angostura Bitters? Now there was a
chap who strove mightily to get his name in print, yet all
our people have to do is carry on with their normal daily
work to get nearly a full column in these pages. Nothing
of any note happens in the normal course of events to
warrant particular mention, but one incidence stands out
as being worthy of further attention.
Some time ago. Major Sivers looked up a remote file
in the cabinet, and on removing it was smothered in a
cloud of dust. So great was the hilarity, on all sides, that
for a week afterwards amazing industry was shown in
polishing the floor to make it resemble a skating rink, in
the hope of further diversions, and in removing the dust
of the office from one corner to another in the hope of a
recurrence of the dust cloud incident. Neither venture
bore fruit, and normal routine now prevails, all sections
competing to steer clear of the office until Charlie Hendrick
has swept up and dusted down. L/Cpl. Wallis is the more
successful in this steering clear, always having ammunition
issues to fall back on, while Pte. May manages to potter
about for halfanhour after muster parade ends inspecting
the security arrangements in his equipment store.
Next month the bulk of the Notes will concern the
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"Top Office" staff, so don't miss any more thrilling
instalments.
" Aintgotnone."
Boxing
In one of the most exciting, spirited, and hard fought
boxing matches seen for a very long time, the Depot, on
the 5th May, 1958, defeated the Depot of the Buffs in the
annual match for the Hardy Cup at Canterbury.
The victory, although won by only the narrowest of
margins, was a great achievement on the part of the young
recruits representing the Depot—for none of them were
much more than beginners at the hard, tough game of
fisticuffs. They fought against a strong, more experienced
team, but were able to hold their own by showing guts,
courage, superior fitness and a great EspritdeCorps.
The Buffs on the other hand also fought exceedingly
well and no quarter was given by either side. The result
of every contest was so close that frequently the verdict
could have gone the other way.
By the interval, it was generally thought that the Buffs
would once again walk away easily with the cup, forthe
score at this time was four bouts to one in their favour.
This initial setback did not dishearten the Queen's
Own. It only spurred them on to greater action. The will
to win was deeply engrained in the mind of each boxer.
They all knew that a doordie effort had to be made. To
win the match, five out of the remaining six bouts had to
be won. A difficult task, but to them not impossible.
Every bout after the interval was once more keenly

HARDY

CUP,

1958

L/Cpl. E. Bishop, Pte. E. Rawlings, Pte. J. Lisle, Pte. A. Perrett, Pte. D. Gibbons, Pte. T. Howard, Pte. D.
Nice, Pte. D. Curd, S.I. G. Turner (A.P.T.C.), Pte. D. Parry, Pte. S. Quinnell, Capt. V. C. Abplanalp, Pte.
B. Smith, Pte. K. Crunden.
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contested. The support given by our spectators was tremen
dous. Their shouts, cheers and their rooting calls drowned
those of the Buffs time and time again.
After bout number eight had been fought, the score
was 5—3, still in favour of the Buffs. To win the match,
the Queen's Own would have to win the remaining three
contests. The situation was tense. Could the Queen's
Own do it ? Optimism among the boxing team was high.
The next two bouts were narrowly, but clearly won. The
excitement in the hall was now terrific. The result of the
match depended on the last bout and everybody knew it.
Both boxers went in to each other hammer and tongs. Both
determined to win. They were equally matched. First
one boxer, then the other, got the upper hand. One
boxer went down, then the other. The crowd were on their
feet screaming themselves to frenzy. Amidst deafening
roars and stamping feet the two boxers fought themselves
to a standstill.
The bell rang to signify the end of the third and last
round. Like the majority of the previous contests, the
result was in doubt. For an ordinary spectator it was
quite impossible to judge the winner—the result could easily
go either way. The verdict was announced. The Queen's
Own had won. For the first time in five years the Buffs
had been defeated. The Hardy Cup was at last returning
home—home to Maidstone.
The Bulfs took their defeat most gallantly and must
be congratulated on having given our boxers such tough
opposition. Our thanks also go out to the Buffs for having
looked after us so well during our stay with them at
Canterbury, and for having entertained us so lavishly after
the boxing.
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DINNER

/~\N Saturday, April 26th, fortysix old comrades of the
Seventh Battalion, and representative of both wars,
gathered at the Bridge House Hotel, London Bridge, to
enjoy their tenth Reunion Dinner since the 193945 con
flict.
This year we saw the institution of the new system
whereby the chairman for the evening changes each year
and the committee were particularly pleased to have
Colonel Basil Clay acting in this capacity, with his close
association with the unit in both wars. Under his expert
handling the proceedings went with a swing. At the top
table we were also pleased to have with us Brigadier
Geoffrey Ingham and Lt.Colonel H. N. Edwards, and
noticed among the newcomers this year was Captain D. B.
(Dusty) Miller, a familiar figure in the Battalion during
our Malvern and Pembroke days.
Loyal greetings had been sent as usual to our Colonel
inChief, H.R.H. Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, and
her answering message to the gathering was read out by
the chairman, together with several other telegrams and
communications from " absent friends. "
The customary toasts and responses followed the
dinner, and we were grateful to Lt.Colonel Robert Brown,
Charlie Pratt and Bonny Little for their able efforts in
this direction.. Colonel Clay, with his welcoming speech
from the chair, set the seal on a most enjoyable evening,
and the formalities over, the gathering broke up into the
usual small groups who recalled old memories and friends
of the war years. As ever the complaint was that the
time went far too quickly, but we have the consolation
that there is always another year to come.
BRANCH

/^VUR April meeting was better attended than one might
suppose following the "Grand Slam" of March. I
can however report, that quite a lot of business was done
particularly the winding up of that event. It was again
agreed that we support the Friends of St. George's
Memorial Church, Ypres Fund, a cheque being sent off
accordingly.

to the Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment for
over forty years . . .

Folkestone

PAsnpmENT

BROMLEY

(jeioellen

35 Sandgate Road

t%QUEENS OWN

Telephone 2654

The Colonel of the Regiment
Although belated and as we were without information,
before our next meeting may I on behalf of our president
and the branch, congratulate Lt.General Sir Wm. Oliver
on his latest appointment, viz., that of Deputy Lieutenant
of the County of Kent. As an officer of the Regiment
of the county, it could not be more befitting. All honour
to you, Sir William, in your preferment.
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Catford Branch
On the invitation of Catford Branch, we were pleased
to support them at their annual Patronal Service at St.
George's Church, Perry Hill, Catford, on 27th April last.
About a dozen of the branch and their ladies attended and
all are agreed on the wonderful address given by the Vicar,
the Rev. E. A. Metcalfe, B.A., his theme being, "The
Cross of St. George." Our president, Major Leslie
Pyrke was honoured by being asked to read the first
lesson. This he did very well, his voice sounding clear
and his articulation good. Unfortunately, only five stan
dards were paraded, these being Catford and District,
Bromley and Maidstone Branches, also Brockley Branch of
the R.A.F. Association, and yes! ! that of the London
Branch, The Buffs. This latter I was particularly glad to
see, as in addition to their standard bearer, they had pro
vided their own escort in the persons of their secretary,
Mr. Scott and Mr. Billings. Thus a further link is forged
in the chain for the preparation of the amalgamation of
the two Regiments. 1 noticed a lone member of the con
gregation, resplendent with medals, and pausing to inquire,
I discovered that he was Old Contemptible, late of the
R.A. and representing the old Lewisham National Re
serve Club. I was happy to meet again Mr. Paige, of
London Branch and his wife. Maidstone, too, were repre
sented by three of their members and Mr. Waterman, the
standard bearer being dressed in his Number Ones, truly
depicting the " Present " side of our Association.
T.A. Jubilee
We have duly received from O/C 4/5th Bn., "The
Queen's Own " an invitation to attend the County of Kent
Territorial Army Jubilee Celebrations in July next. It is
hoped that at our next meeting we shall be able to get
some promises to attend. We have several ex members
of the old Territorial Force, when it was only a few years
young, so although Anno Domini is coming along, I am in
hopes of some of them being " On Parade. "
London Branch
As the outcome of our March Social, we have been
approached through the London Branch secretary, Mr. T.
Briddock on their behalf, to go into the possibilities of two
games evenings on the basis of " Home and Away " fix
tures. Although we have not been in session since the
receipt of the letter, 1 am hoping that at our May meeting
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something will be formulated so that with the coopera
tion and acquiescence of the Bromley United Services
Club, we may stage these for the coming shorter daylight
evenings. Much, of course, depends on the lettings of the
premises, as they are in great demand, both locally and
from the environs of the town. We hope, however, that
we can overcome this difficulty, to the pleasure of our
own branch in general and the London Branch in par
ticular.
Best wishes to all members of our Association.
Iwuzz Thayre.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH
EMPIRE DAY SOCIAL
TriE 24th May, 1958, is a date which many members of
the branch, their relatives and friends will not forget
in a hurry, because it was so very successful and enjoy
able.
It speaks well for the spirit of those who supported
the function, who in spite of the difficulties caused by the
bus strike, made it their business to get to the " Railway
Signal," Forest Hill, S.E.23, in fact there was an overflow
into the bar next to the dance room, their efforts were
well rewarded. Under the leadership of the M.C., Mr.
Harry Lake, and with the aid of a small band everything
went with a swing, dancing, fun and games thoroughly
enjoyed by all, even those who could not take part
actively.
Our new president, Major H. J. D. Combe, made a
very welcome appearance to our great pleasure, as did
Mr. G. Cockell, secretary of the Bromley Branch, other
old friends of the branch did their stuff as usual, and we
are very grateful to them all.
The usual raffle look place and 1 should imagine that
the branch funds did a bit of good, 1 unfortunately could
not observe the " Lucky Winners " because I was one of
those who was parked in the " Overflow, " but I am sure
that the prizes were worth while.
Your correspondent was unable to stay to see the end
because of transport troubles, but I am certain that the
function finished up in the real Catford manner.
We of Catford are now looking forward to the Re
union at Maidstone next month, when we shall be there
in full strength, in the hope of having a jolly good and
happy time, in meeting old and true friends once again,
and to support the Association to which we have the
honour of being members.
I am sure, that like many members of the Association,
we should be glad to learn of the future of the Association
and its site, after the union of the two Kent Regiments,
also of its eventual designation and title, and what the
badge of the regiment will be.
At the same time we do not desire to embarrass any
piesent negotiations.
With all good wishes to all Branches and Associations
not forgetting the 1st Battalion and the 4/5th Territorial
Battalion from Catford.
" Ravensbourne. "
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CHATHAM BRANCH
T*HE May meeting opened with the welcoming of two
new branch members, F. G. Winder and G. Bolton,
both 8th Bn., 191418.
Apologies for absence: Major Brothers, C. W. Shaw,
A. Mackay, E. Empett and Davison.
The meeting unanimously decided to transfer £1 to
the " Ike Williams " Fund.
The Booby Draw was won by E. J. Munchin.
The question of the delayed annual meeting was dis
cussed and it was resolved that this meeting be held when
a sufficient number of members are present.
Meeting closed 8.45 p.m.
G. H. Anchors.

LONDON BRANCH
JNESPITE the strike there was a very good attendance at
our meeting held on 30th May last, about forty
members and wives turning up on a very fine evening
after the spell of bad weather.
We were a bit worried about our chairman, Trefor
Thomas, who hadn't appeared by 8 p.m., but in the end
it was the writer who entered the arena last, nobody
having called " Time. "
This was our last meeting before the A.G.M. and this
very important item on the agenda was left until last
when Trefor stated that, although during his term of office
he had; distributed the minimum amount of "bumff," he
would for the A.G.M. burst into print and send every
member a reminder re the 27th of the present month,
June.
There was a very goodly sprinkling of ladies amongst
us, Mrs. Geoffrey Elliott, Mrs. Elson, Mrs. Cox, Mrs.
Fenwick, Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Savage. Colonels Durtnell,
BoothTucker, Geoffrey Elliott and Pink were present
Harry Elson, Jock Savage with son Lionel again on
parade, our veterans Fred Cox, George Freeman, Harry
Edwards, Bogie Childs, who was unfortunate in missing
last month's meeting due to train troubles, Tom Vidler,
our Chelsea pensioner, Alf Toms, very much brighter in
spirits these days, with Ted Ballard, but we missed both
Bunny Hare and Bill Paige, probably due to bus trips the
other end.
At the table top we had our chairman, who regretted
absence the past two months due to circumstances beyond
his control, vipechairman Jimmy Fenwick, secretary Tom
Briddock, treasurer Percy Hallett, Robert Wilks, our wel
fare officer Timber Marchant, who has now even attended
a Maidstone Branch meeting, and the writer.
WP, had our usual band of Scotty, " Darkie " Maslin,
Jeppy, John Newton with Charles Lewis, Jack Tear, with
his pal, Harry Lofts, John Chalmers, a welcome re
appearance of " Bandy " Waller, and "Jock " MacDonald,
our bonny wee Scot, who informs me his discharge papers
are not signed by an officer, due apparently, to his being
in the Dodecanese at the time!
Champ Colley, Fred Jarmain, "Laff" Lafferty, Bill
McCracken with Mrs. Mac in attendance, among others,
make up a very fine number.
Colonel Geoffrey Elliott is now really a Past and
Present member, as he has officially retired. He informs
me that he is now taking up the role of a schoolmaster

(once he has finished with the " Dole" of course) and
hopes to attend even more frequently. It's always a
pleasure to see both him and Mrs. Elliott at our meetings.
Nice to see Col. BoothTucker once more with us, leaving
all his Barnardo cares behind, and making a pint of beer
look like a small tot in his huge hand.
We missed Jack Hunt, and presume, as he is a bus
conductor he was either on picket duty or couldn't get a
lift! Never mind Jack, we were all right! Another per
son we missed, who is not a member of our branch, but
who has been of the utmost assistance to us in many
ways, was Mr. McCoriachy, who was, until a week prior
to our meeting, mine host at the Cranbourne. He has
moved off to Ashford, Kent, and is now running the
Coach and Horses. Any member who passes through
will be sure of a welcome there, and any who read these
lines can mention the P. and P. to Mr. and Mrs.
McConachy and will meet with a very hearty reception.
Our new hosts are Mr. and Mrs. Trehilly and we
know once they get to know us, they will be sure of warm
friendship from us all at the branch.
We opened with the previous minutes which were
passed and read, and then came the correspondence, which
this month was very plentiful. First was a letter from a
Capt. James, explaining the position of Mrs. Thatcher,
wife of Major Thatcher, who recently passed away, and
stating that a subscription list was being opened for the
widow. Those interested could send their donation to a Mr.
Shears, address with the chairman. The question of a
branch subscription was voted down as this was thought
to be a matter for the indivdual, and in and among our
own members' families there were more deserving cases.
There was mail from Tonbridge explaining the whole
of the set up for the 4th/5th July and the Jubilee Celebra
tions of the T.A., requesting names and numbers, if in
tending to go, as arrangements for catering must be put
in hand early. We all wished our T.A. Contemporaries a
bumper attendance and fine weather for both days.
The chairman then asked whether there were any new
members, discovered none, and began the rounds of wel
coming those members whom he had not seen for some
time. Some wag in the audience knowing of Trefor's
unfortunate absence for two meetings, said it was nice to
see the chairman again!! The meeting was waxing very
joyful. The chairman then wished Mr. F. Cox, who has
been ill some time and missed our last meeting, a happy
time at Heme Bay, where he will proceed for con
valescence.
rvrc
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The obituary notices in last month's Gazette caused
quite a long debate, as the death of a very fine old soldier
Mr. Dorrell, who like Bogie Childs is a Freeman of the
City of London, brought the latter to his feet requesting
that negotiations be started to get Mrs. Dorrell, the aged
widow, moved into better quarters.
He suggested that application be made to the Colonel
of the Regiment, asking him to write on behalf of Mrs.
Dorrell, all details to be given by the chairman. Bogie
would undertake to give the latter full story. Those of us
who had not known of Mr. and Mrs. Dorrell were very
moved by the tributes given by Bogie Childs and then
Harry Edawrds. Colonel BoothTucker also had a kind
word to say on their behalf, and this was finally capped
by Mrs. Elson who stated she was actually visiting Mrs.
Dorrell in the next day or so. Well, as our friend Bogie
remarked, "We should really have this in the bag. We
are going to be amalgamated with a Regiment which has
received the Freedom of the City, so this should be
stressed in this case. We all hope that through the branch,
Bogie's idea will meet with the success it richly deserves.
I was asked to convey the best wishes of the branch
to Douglas Burrows who had sent along a message of
regret for absence. Message received Douglas, many thanks.
It is pleasing to know that our friends the London
Branch of The Buffs are going to hold their meetings at
the Cranbourne on the 3rd Saturday of each month, so
anybody around Leicester Square on those Saturdays who
would like to pop in, will be made very welcome by our
old friends, who are changing their headquarters to be
come more central in town.
Our Bromley friends replied to our challenge to
games at their B.U.S.C., and regret that we cannot play
on a Saturday, as the club is fully used on that evening,
giving us the choice of a Tuesday or Thursday. As the
suminer season is now upon us they suggest the evening
and dates selected be left until the winter season. The
matter is now left " pending," and will be brought up at
our August meeting.
The response to the appeal for cricketers was exactly
the same as last year with the addition of Jack Tear. That
means that the attendance will be Charles and Harry Dum
brell, Jack Tear, Bandy Waller and self, with spectators
Charles Lewis, John Newton and company.
I had the pleasure of receiving a letter from Colonel
A. K. Grant who had noticed my visit to our old
Armourer S/Sgts'. house in Colchester, requesting me to
visit /him should I pass that way again. Many thanks
Coltjhei, I shall, and will give you all the latest from the
branch, on my next trip to Colchester.
T had better commence to look up old history. I have
been brought to book about Major "Boss" Bredon, and quite
rightly too, I have been writing hon. vicepresident, where
as this should have been joint president—humble apologies
Major Bredon, I know you'll forgive me.
Well, next month is our A.G.M. Once more our
committee resign and we elect a new one. Going over
the past year, one must regret the decision of Len Renfry
in giving up the chair. We missed his forceful conducting
of the meetings. Our present chairman Trefor Thomas
has carried out the task in a grand manner. He, unlike
his predecessor, had left the Service some twentyfour
years when he was called up to take the chair, thus he

was not, like many of us, up to date in his knowledge of
the blokes in and those coming in. He has countered this
with charm and dignity and a great knowledge of both
civil and military sides of the members' lives and his quiet
manner belies his firm handling of matters. He has
proved a very capable chairman.
Percy Hallett since leaving the Service plagued with
illhealth has been of untold value as treasurer, and no
body has done more as a secretary than Tom Briddock.
Everybody likes Tom, bluff, never ruffled he goes very
serenely on his way, helpful to everyone. The vicechairman
Jimmy Fenwick has had to take the chair on one or two
occasions and has come out very well. Timber our wel
fare expert, cannot be too highly rated. We all agree and
debate his deeds but nobody could do more for us than
this legless wonder who covers literally hundreds of miles
on behalf of our members, and indeed any member who
was in our Regiment.
We have much to thank the chairman and his com
mittee for and we hope that next month will find our
newly elected officers as efficient and reliable as those
mentioned above.
I did ask Geoffrey Elliott whether, in view of his
taking a schoolmaster job whether he would like to write
up the Q.O.G. notes to keep in practice. I refused to
discuss his reply. He had to leave the meeting a little
early to tune up his 1935 Ford in which he covers
hundreds of miles, and uses mainly for teaching his chil
dren how to drive!
We look forward to a good day's cricket at Maid
stone and hope that any of our members who can get
along, will go to the back fields about 2.30 p.m., in the
Depot Grounds, tea will be provided. For the players
lunch is laid on, and our thanks are due for this to Major
Guy Weymouth, whom we hope will be playing this year.
" The Spider."

TONBRIDGE AND TUNBRIDGE WELLS
TpHE attendance was again poor at our last meeting but
those who were present enjoyed life and the telling
once again of days that are now long gone by.
Our chairman, Major N. S. C. Elmslie said that he
was sure all members would wish to join him in sending
best wishes to Major R. Cleaver who was then very ill
in Dartford Hospital. We have since learned the good
news that his condition has improved and that he hopes
soon to leave for home to which abode we extend our
good wishes for complete recovery.
This weekend a number of our members will be
leaving for the Royal Tournament. This is a function
that is enjoyed by all and we feel sure that their expecta
tions will once again be fulfilled.
During the evening Major Elmslie said that he would
like it placed on record that Mr. and Mrs. T. Latter
Stapley had celebrated their golden wedding. Among the
many congratulations received was a personal letter from
H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent, ColonelinChief of the
Regiment. He said he was sure that even at this belated
hour all members would wish to add their best wishes.
The evening closed with the usual " Chin up " and the
" do you remember old so and so." It is this nattering that
makes these meetings so pleasant.
T.L.S.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Pas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of

Kent with motto "Invicta."

"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nitre,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,
"Nile, 1884-85," "South Africa, 1900-02" "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau." "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, T7" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert. 1916, '18." "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Poziers,"
"Gulllemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilckem," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrai,
1917, '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bpaume,
1918/' "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 1917-18," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell ' Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" S h a r q a t , " "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h - W e s t E u r o p e , 1 9 4 0 , " "Alam el Haifa," " E l A l a m e i n ,

'Defence

K o h i m a " "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."

ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

Battalions :

British Forces Post Office 53,

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the
Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone,
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Regimental Diaries, 1959

QE&itorial

W

E regret the delay in publishing this issue of The
Queen's Own Gazelle, the reason will be self
evident when subscribers read the 1 /Battn. correspondence.
Unfortunately time did not permit us to publish any
of the photographs submitted by the Battalion.
*

*

*

*

Order forms for Regimental Diaries for 1959 were
sent out in last month's Gazette. The response so far has
been very poor.
11' you want a diary, order it now from Regimental
H.Q. Prices are : —
Wallet (complete with pencil)
18/4
Leather
„
„
„
5/4
Plexcide
„
„
„
4/4
Refill for Wallet



2/10

+

Christmas Cards, 1958
The picture printed below has been selected by the
Regimental Committee for this year's Christmas Card and
is taken from a painting of the Officers' Mess Block at the
Depot, Maidstone, by Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
There will be two types of card available, one will be
the picture in colour inside, crest outside and tied with
Regimental ribbon, which will cost l/4d. per card and the
other with the picture outside in colour and crest inside
above the greetings at 1/ld. per card, all post free.
It will be noted that the cost of the cards is lower this
year, which is due to the reduction in the purchase tax.
An order form is enclosed; please complete and return
to Regimental H.Q. as soon as possible. This is particu
larly important for orders from overseas.

Social and Personal

W

E hear that MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot is in hos
pital in Colchester, recovering from an operation. We
offer him our most sincere sympathy at being laid low so
soon after assuming command of East Anglian District.
#

#

Mr. J. E. Grubb has returned to this country from the
1st Battalion, and is now in the Royal Herbert Hospital.
Woolwich.
*

#

#

-»

We also hear that Lt.Col. Paul Crook has had a motor
accident. He had the misfortune to meet a young Dutch

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
man who thought he was still driving in Holland—result,
a headon crash.
We wish them all a speedy recovery.
Lt.Col. N. G. Maclean, who will be remembered by
many who served with the 1st Battalion in India during the
twenties. He writes to say that he has been Secretary of
the Emfuleni Golf and Country Club, Vanderbijlpark,
South Africa, for the past six years. He hopes to be
returning to this country during the course of the next few
years.
»
*
a
We have suffered yet another change of Clerks at
Regimental H.Q. during the past month. "Paddy" Mullen,
who so nobly stepped into the breach when Mr. Waterman
was suddenly posted from us, has been succeeded by
Mr. "Dickie" Broome, who comes from the Command
Ammunition Depot, Mereworth.
We wish him every success in the difficult task he has
taken over.
x
*
x
«
We were very pleased to sec Colonel Basil Clay, who
came down to play in the Regimental Golf Meeting.
X

it

A

Major Mike Rickcord called in on his way through
to Germany, where he is taking over Range Control Officer
at the All Arms Training Centre.
V:

*

*

#

Major Barry Stewart paid us one of his rare visits
from the north.
*

*

»

Captain Stephens has recently reported for duty at the
Depot on posting from East Anglian District, he is taking
over from Major Bob Si vers in due course.
*

if

And finally we welcome A. J. Scouller, brother of
Allan, who has reported on first commission. He hopes
to take a draft out to the 1st Battalion in the near future.

+

BIRTH, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
DUGGAN.—On 15th June, 1958, at Star House. Crow
borough, to Angela and Harry Duggan—a sister for
Judith and Vivien (Victoria Jane).
CLAUSON.—On 8th July, 1958, at Speedwell Piatt, Bar
niing, to Barbara (nee LewisBarned) and Oliver
Clauson—a daughter (Antonia).
LEIGH—On July 1st, at Kaduna. Nigeria, to Patricia (nee
Irwin) and Captain Peter Leigh, a son.

DEATHS
LATHAM.—On 28th June, 1958, very suddenly, at The
Depot, Leicester, Brigadier Francis Latham, D.S.O.,
late The Royal Leicestershire Regiment, aged 74, dear
husband of Joan, of Tonlow, Hadlow Road, Tonbridge,
and father of Joan Morgan.
COATES—The death took place in Sydenham on 14th
June, 1958, after a long and painful illness, patiently
borne, of Mr. E. Coates.
We extend our sympathy to the relatives of the deceased.

LETTERS
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TO

THE

EDITOR

Dear Sir,
1 would appreciate, if, through the columns of the
Queen's Own Gazette, you could let my many friends and
wellwishers in the Regiment know that my daughter is now
well and convalescing after her twelve months in hospital.
She is looking forward to seeing many of them at the
Reunion,
Yours faithfully,
R. A. FIELDER.
1602, Kenmore Road, R.R.5, Victoria,
Dear Sir,
British Columbia, Canada.
On noticing two deaths in the May issue, I feel con
strained to write a few notes, as both affected me personally.
Cpls. Jimmy Huntley and A. Dowell were in charge of
our Coy. stretcher party at what we call the Battle of Senekal,
known to you as the Biddulphs Farm Battle, which, in our
estimation, ended in a draw. Cpl. Tommy Dorrel was in
charge of the Medical Officers' outfit and after the allday
battle, the Doctor, Captain Turner, Dorrel and our stretcher
party went up on the hill to tend the Boer wounded. Neither
Huntley nor myself were with the stretchers at that time as,
taking it in turns, the other half of the party went up on the
hill. After this length of time, I can only remember one of
them, Pte. Hoskins. The troops had a long march back to
their bivouacs, which they had left early in the morning.
The next morning, our C.O., Major BrockHollingshead,
came to get the names of the two Corporals in charge of the
Coy. stretchers, and we, Huntley and J, were recommended.
At this time Cpl. Dorrel was made (we understand) a Queen's
Sgt. Near the end of the War, Cpl. Dorrel and Cpl. Huntley
received the D.C..VI. I did not make the grade. The regi
ment's field records should show the original records.
The troops were under heavy fire from the Boers, which
set the grass on fire and several troops were burned. The
Colonel of the Grenadiers led two of his Companies right up
to the Boer trenches and there were very heavy casualties,
including himself. The whole affair lasted from dawn to
dusk.
Richard Rouse.
The above joined the 2nd Bn. while we were at Shorn
clilfeCamp, between 1891 and 1893, and, being younger than
myself, who enlisted in Portland in November, 1889, and as
he played the clarionet, was posted to my stand in the band.
He turned out a very good player, and at a very early age
became the solo clarionet player of the regimental band. I
lost track of him after the Boer War, when I came home and
the regiment went on to Ceylon.
I am now past 84 years of age and am living in Victoria.
British Columbia. Canada, in one of the world's best climates.
The others are passing on one by one, their memories
ever held dear.
Can you tell me if my old Major BrockHollingshead
has passed along. He was a very stern man but a very good
soldier. I was his servant and groom in the Block House Line
at a place called Brak Vlie. Just before the end of the war. his
servant had an accident and was down country at the time.
I was glad to give up the job when he came back to duty.
Best wishes to all.
2626 (2nd Bn.), 8185 (1st Bn.) A. DOWELL.
[Editor.—Major BrockHollingshead was killed in action at
Loos on the 26/9/15.]
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
(Commands and Staff)
Brigadier D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O. M.C. (40742),
late Inf., is appointed General Officer Commanding East
Anglian District and 54/Inf. Div. (T.A.) and is granted the
temporary rank of MajorGeneral—7th June, 1958.
Lt.Col. P. C. M. Buckle (63614), in completion of
period of service in Command, remains on full pay (supny.)
—13th March, 1958.
Lt. (now Major) G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E. (138418);
the date of seniority as Lieutenant is 5th September, 1941,
and not as in Gazette (Supplement), dated 18th October,
1946.
Lt. (now Major) I. A. Macmillan (366387); the date
of seniority as Lieutenant is 12th July, 1944, and not as in
Gazette (Supplement), dated 13th October, 1946.
Lt. I. A. Macmillan (366387) to be Captain. 12th
January, 1949 (substituted for the notification in Gazette
(Supplement) dated 27th February, 1948.
Capl. G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E. (138418) to be Major,
5th March, 1953 (substituted for the notification in Gazette
(Supplement), dated 28th April, 1953.
Capt. I. A. Macmillan (366387), to be Major. 12th
January, 1956 (substituted for the notification in Gazette
(Supplement), dated 7th January, 1955.
Major K. M. Hunting (177821) retires on retired pay,
1st June, 1958 (Reserve liability).

R.A.R.O. (Class IIQ
Lieut. R. C. Coleman (431724), from A.E. Reserve of
Officers National Service List to be Lieutenant, 4th
June, 1958, retaining his present seniority.
Capt. E. W. BrooksHarrington (15665), from Reserve of
Officers, Class 1, to be Captain, 23rd November, 1957,
retaining his present seniority.

S.S.R.C.—Corps of Military Police
Major K. G. Thrift, O.B.E. (185395), relinquishes his
Commission on completion of service, 16th June, 1958,
and is granted the honorary rank of Lt.Colonel.
National Service List
2nd Lt. R. D. Wallace (450528) to be Lieutenant, 5th June.
1958.
2nd Lt. C. W. F. Meister (451576) to be Lieutenant, 16th
June, 1958.

Territorial Army Reserve of Officers
Lt. D. M. A. Gregson (413861) from Active List to be
Lieutenant, 6th February, 1958, retaining his present
seniority.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
July 27 — XXth Annual Reunion at The Barracks, Maid
stone.
Sept. 20 — Annual Social Gathering at Maidstone.

REGIMENTAL CRICKET
Saturday, 23rd August—v. West Kent C.C. Home.
Sunday, 31st August—v. Mote C.C. The Mote, Maidstone.

REGIMENTAL

MUSEUM

The Curator is most grateful for the folowing gift
presented to the Regimental Museum during June: —
Lieut.General Sir William Oliver. K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.,
Military Medical and General Services Medal of the late
10362 L/Cpl. E. T. Hood, 7th Bn. The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment; Crimea Medal with clasp (Sevastopol),
R. L.
W. Foreman, 50th Regiment.

DO YOU KNOW

t

<r

That the " National Association for Employment of
Regular Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen " (Regular Forces
Employment Association) exists for the sole purpose of
assisting exRegular members of the Forces of good
character to resettle themselves in civil life?
No fees are charged nor payment accepted.
The address of the branch looking after your home
area can be obtained from your Resettlement Officer or
any Employment Exchange or any large Post Office.
The National Association has at its disposal in its 52
branches a great variety of employment. It may not always
be possible to find within reasonable daily travelling
distance, the special job a man may have in mind. But the
Regular who calls at the branch office covering his home
area will , have at his disposal the detailed local knowledge
of the jobfinder who will gladly use it to find him the best
job available consistent with his qualifications and wishes.
The Armed Forces now face a reduction in numbers
under the terms of the Defence White Paper. The National
Association claims that you can find better employment
through its agency than through any other, better even
than you can find for yourself.
If you are in any doubt, even before you are due to
leave the Services, write to Regular Forces Employment
Association, 62, Victoria Street, London, S.W.I.

A CAREER IN MINK
Mink farming as a full time career or profitable spare
time occupation increases each year in the British Isles.
We supply breeding stock and instruction on our farm
of 1,200 head.
17 miles from London on A22.
We shall be pleased to forward brochure on applica
tion, visitors always welcome.
FARM
Freer Mink Farms, Ltd.,
Fcsterdown,
Codstone,
Surrey.

RESIDENCE
Orchard Cottage,
Portley Lane,
Caterham,
Tel. 3 9 1 5
Surrey.
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tracking for a month, and recently promoted Sgt. Bryan
has arrived in the Platoon.
Since Whitsun the whole Battalion has been on stand
by for almost anywhere, and even now, when the situation
seems so much quieter, we have not really been stood
down. For a short time we joined operation " Kingfisher,"
where are found several long lost members of the Battalion
—namely, trackers. We had to leave again after four days,
and were immediately told to standby for Nicosia. How
ever, we never got there (nor did anyone else, for that
matter) as we were detailed to guard the Cyprus Broad
casting Station, an interesting but tiring job—especially for
the Guard Commander, who had a fulltime job on his
hands controlling our very own Cassanova, Pte. Finnis, who
found the large number of pretty girls just a little too much
for him.
From the Platoon we have now lost Fred Winter, now.
no doubt, living a life of luxury in Blighty. L/Cpl. Angel
seems to have got old before his time, and is now in hos
pital, suffering from an ulcer. While there, he should find
time to think of a solution to his matrimonial problems!
We wish him a speedy recovery. And, lastly, we welcome
three newcomers to the Platoon: Ptes. Wellard, Lee and
Bryant, and sincerely hope their stay will be a happy one.
THE NOISY THREE.

" C " COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
Never a dull moment. That seems to sum up our
month's activities; from the rather dull life of duty com
pany to the green and pleasant hilltops of Makheras Forest
for four days intensive I.S. training; a forced march back
to Nicosia (oh! my poor feel); waylaid en route by an
urgent message from H.Q. to report for I.S. duties in
Xeros forthwith, if not sooner. We went down to Xeros
the next day to take over from the Welch Regiment, where
we spent a most interesting and indeed successful week.
And so May came to an end.
On our return to Nicosia we just had time to take part
in two Battalion exercises and the Battalion Rille Meeting.
(Afraid we did not distinguish ourselves there; better luck
next time and a little more time to zero our weapons, we
hope.)
Then, amidst a series of "stand to" and "stand down"
performances, including an airborne exercise which was
greatly enjoyed by all. we found ourselves enbussed for
Operation " Kingfisher ". As we go to press "C" Company
are still employed on this, whilst the rest of the Battalion
have departed for similar activities in the metropolis. For
further details, read your Daily Mirror.
Personalities: We were all very sorry to say goodbye
to 2/Lt. Coningham. who for the last sixteen months or so
has been commanding 9 Platoon. We wish him the best of
luck in civilian life and in his studies at Cambridge later
in the year. Sgt. Johnson has also left us, after a short
stay, and will no doubt be meeting 2/Lt. Coningham again
in the 4/5 Battalion. The best of luck to both of them.
In closing, we would like to congratulate Capt. Clarke
on captaining the Army Athletic Team against the R.A.F.
and on being the first of the Army runners home in the
halfmile event.

7 Platoon

Y

This month has
firstly I wish to welco.
Platoon who have joinec
Davey, Ridden, Allen, Broo,
We hope that they will all
with us. Cpl. Orsler has come
L/Cpl. Page returned from his
month. Sgt. Scudder has at last ret
course at Hythe. We have had
: C
H 3
Reddick left us to become a Regimete
'
Sgt. Johnson has gone to join the 4/5th l
At the time of writing we are taking p.
" Kingfisher " in the Limassol area. We art
night cordon work, which is very interesting
while.
When you last heard from us we had just completed a
strenuous march back from the hills, and no sooner had
we arrived back in C.B.S. camp than we were sent straight
down to Xeros to take over I.S. duties while the Royal
Welch Fusiliers and the Welch Regiment were changing
over. We were kept very busy for five days and managed
to catch one leafleteer before we left.
Training has been much more interesting this month:
we had one day with the 6 Royal Tanks, working on
Infantry Tank Cooperation, which was very interesting
and quite fun. One Saturday morning the Battalion had
a practice standto and evacuation for overseas, and "C"
Company had a flight round the Island in a Beverley. I
don't think any of the Platoon was airsick.
The Platoon had three representatives in the Company
Rifle Team which competed in the Battalion Rille Meeting.
2/Lt. Clinch and L/Cpl. Munden fired the bren gun, and
Cpl. Orsler the rifle. Well, that's all the news from us
this month.
8 Platoon
A busy month, which has passed quickly for most
people. A month of packing and a month of moves.
First of all, we went off to Xeros, on the northwest
coast to help 1/R.W.F. with their operations while taking
over from the Welch Regiment. In fact, we did not only
take over their I.S. duties but most of their fatigues as well.
This made a very pleasant change, although we had to
do a considerable amount of night work, but during the
day we spent a lot of time swimming at a little bay further
along the coast. This really was most enjoyable, as most
people managed two swims a day. The weather was hot
and the sea was beginning to get warm, so it was very
refreshing.
After five days at Xeros we returned to dusty C.B.S.
Camp, where we started packing and unpacking for days
on end for " destination unknown ". This culminated in a
loading exercise, when we finally went for a flip round the
Island in a Beverley, much to the disgust of Pte Clifton,
who spent the trip sitting in a corner with a brown paper
bag.
During all this unrest, those on the Queen's Birthday
Parade drilled every morning, until the whole Battalion
packed up to go on exercise " Kingfisher " in the Limassol
hills. The Birthday Paraders followed a couple of days
later, when, owing to unrest in the metropolis, the Parade
was called off.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
.1 the field we spent the first 36
ompany equipment to a somewhat
. " Coco " soon managed to find a way
urover. Ops by day, cordons by night,
.ih most of us found it difficult to remain
.ih practice it became easier,
three days the Platoon moved to a location of
, situated above Battalion H.Q. in a nice little dip.
position was ideal in many ways, as it was so near the
,ont line
however, even with our "mule train", rations
and water were proving a problem.
Soon we were destined to move again, this time to
rejoin the Company who had already moved into Battalion
H.Q.'s old position, the rest of the Battalion having been
recalled to Nicosia.
By now we had been joined by half 9 Platoon and
10 Drummers, which built up our ranks to the 40's. Sgt.
Chitticks returned from a course in England and was
welcomed back to his old Platoon, but didn't manage to
last long as he was transferred to 7 Platoon.
Any day now we hope to bring in a kill and that will
mean our return to Nicosia. I think most people would
prefer to " rough it " in the field, but we will certainly
welcome a nice long rest back at camp.

BY APPOINTMENT TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
GOLDSMITHS <5c CROWN JEWELLERS

Your Regimental Radge
GARRARD & CO. LTD.
('formerly The Goldsmiths &_
Silversmiths Company Ltd.) have

for many years specialised
in the production of
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9 Platoon
June has already flashed by, but 9 Platoon has made
many noteworthy contributions to the Company's activities.
Unaffected by the rigorous return march from Makheras
Forest, we welcomed a resumption of I.S. duties at Xeros,
where Fred Wilkinson arrested an innocentlooking school
girl, who was caught in a roadblock with EOKA documents
in her schoolbooks. He has never been the same man
since.
We all packed our kit on return to C.B.S. Camp in
readiness for immediate action in Lebanon, if needed.
9 Platoon didn't " flap," of course; we have seen all this
sort of thing so many times before.
One of us, however, packed his kit quietly for a
journey in the opposite direction, and before we quite
realised where he'd gone we were without our Platoon Com
mander. We wish 2/Lt. Coningham all the best in civvy
street and in his studies at Cambridge University.
We spent an interesting morning messing about on
tanks and L/Cpl. John Winter demonstrated a novel way
to get off a tank in a hurry. (This method not to be
employed on hard ground.)
The Battalion Rifle Meeting at Dhckelia gave most
of us plenty of practice at butt marking, but our shooting
was not up to its usual form. For the record: Cpl. Mick
Berry and Bob Langridge were an I.M.G. pair; Sgt. Sam
Kill and Yul Penford also fired the bren. Sgt. Kill and
Mick Berry fired the Stirling, and L/Cpl. John Winter was
in the rifle team.
L/Cpl. Steers, Ptes. Kingsnorth, Sands, White and
Mole joined us in time for Operation "Kingfisher", in
which we all gained experience in night work and adapting
ourselves to a different daily routine.
The Platoon was dissolved for half the operation,
half to 7 and half to 8 Platoons. No doubt both our
companion Platoons were grateful for our support.
Most of us are rather sorry to be back in camp again
and we look forward to another operation out of camp as
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soon as possible. The time passes more quickly in that
sort of work.
The Platoon has lost its " favourite corporal
Reg
Gates, who has joined the AntiTank Platoon in " S.P."
Company. We all wish him luck in his new appointment.
With June almost gone, and the flap about Lebanon
over for the time being, the Platoon wonders what the next
step will be and how we can help to solve the Cyprus
problem. Indeed, some outspoken members of the Platoon
have already solved it. (Apparently it would only take one
H bomb to do the trick. Perhaps they're right.)
Tracker Sam Sowten has returned to the Platoon
(without a dog) and we can now rely on him to sniff out
any new rumours. (" No admin," you say? How dis
appointing.)

Coy. H.Q.

" D " COMPANY

The past four weeks have been extremely eventful, if
at times a bit disappointing. No doubt, the best and most
important news came when the Company won the Battalion
Small Arms Meeting at Dhekelia on 30th and 31st May.
It is all the more astounding when one considers the fact
that the team had had little or no practice beforehand and
that some members even arrived at the ranges without
having had their weapons zeroed! However, we heartily
congratulate C/Sgt. Vine on winning the individual Sterling
Match and C.S.M. Leach on becoming runnerup in, believe
it or not, the Individual Rifle Match, the Individual L.M.G.
Pairs Match and the Individual Pistol Match.
The month started with the Battalion being put on a
24hours standby for destination unknown (somewhere
from our beloved . . . Cyprus). The C/ Sgt. packed every
thing, apart from, unfortunately, his two storemen—F.N.
rifles were exchanged for No. 4 Rifles (to give the opposi
tion more chance) and to confuse everyone in camp who
didn't read the newspapers we had to pack thick winter
pullovers and several blankets for the North Pole and K.D.
for the Sahara! However, the nearest we got to leaving
the Island was a joy ride in an R.A.F. Command Beverley
—these magnificent planes give one the impression that
one's travelling in an oversized mess tin that has been
placed in the Atlantic Ocean in the middle of a tornado! !
The R.A.F. did. however, very kindly take us over Dhavlos.
which had changed considerably since last November, but
brought envy from all of us for those lucky enough to be
stationed there now with those wonderful swimming
facilities.
Rehearsals for The Queen's Birthday Parade began
during the middle of our 24 hours standby period. "D"
Company being so smart and efficient, had to supply the
Company Commander, two subalterns, the C.S.M. and 12
O.R.'s. They bulled their kit to such an extent that we
feel the Guardsman at Buckingham Palace would have
shrunk six feet (and felt that big!) had he seen them. Their
drill was becoming immaculate and they were set for the
big occasion.
Then, to crown things, the Greeks and
Turks in Nicosia decided to quarrel and the parade was
cancelled.
However, there was no time for moans, because im
mediately the Battalion was sent off to Limassol on Opera
tion " Kingfisher ". The papers say we are looking for
Grivas and his merry band of followers but no one has
yet returned to camp to give us any trustworthy news.
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However, it can be said that the Company's tactics arc to
starve Grivas (there is a cordon round a particularly
suspected area) and then to get the C/Sgt. to cook some
ccmpo sausages and leave them for Grivas to eat—so that
he dies of food poisoning. We only hope he eats those
delicious sausages before we have to!

11 Platoon
The last few weeks have been quite the most hectic for
seme time; because of the sudden rush of events, both
internal and exCyprus, lt has been a period of high hope
and disappointment, of feverish activity in the Battalion,
of packing and unpacking, of speculation and rumour, a
mcnth of hot sunshine, high winds, thunderstorms and
heavy downpours of rain. Altogether, a most unusual
period, at times almost farcical and seemingly unreal. The
incredible thing it that we have, in fact, only spent five
days out of camp when we might well have been in almost
any part of the world at this time if any of the amazing
rumours and, indeed, reliable information had materialised.
For the Platoon, as for everyone else, the month has
passed with welcome swiftness. Some look forward to the
cccler weather of the later months, some to another
island far away. One individual, shortly due for demob,
painted on his crate, "1/R.W.K.. Depot, Maidstone, Kent",
an unfortunate slip which started most fantastic rumours!
L/Cpl. Hunt, with whom we congratulate L/Cpl.
Christie on promotion, and Pte. Starkey are on a week's
leave at Golden Sands, Famagusta, while Pte. Jaques, who
has recently joined us from the M.T., is on leave in Turkey.
Cpl. Roberts has returned from his U.K. leave, which he
thoroughly enjoyed. We welcome Cpl. Brooks to the
Platoon and hope that he will now stay with us. Cpl.
Hayncs and Pte. Rowling will shortly be leaving us on
demob, closely followed by L/Cpl. Lewis and the Platoon
Commander.
We welcome five new members to the Platoon: Pte.
Baker, Willis, Russell. Newman and Luke. Pte. Gorham
is now back with us after a long detachment with Cyprus
District Signals Regiment. Pte. Wood has replaced him.

12 Platoon
Despite the warming up of the weather and the political
situation in the Island, the Platoon has found itself engaged
primarily on routine jobs. To these have been added the
regular arrivals of Athalassa guards. At first the novelty
cf these held a certain appeal, but more recently they have
come to be looked on with less and less favour.
During the month we have also made the journey to
Dhekelia several times, on the majority of these occasions
shooting has been the object of the exercise, and the
Battalion Rifle Meeting will have been adequately covered
elsewhere. The rifle classification the week after, however,
was far more of a domestic matter. We drove down on a
Friday evening and camped on the actual range. Some of
the members of the Platoon took the opportunity of bathing
in different surroundings, and then in the evening everybody
took advantage of the luxurious N.A.A.F.I. facilities in the
garrison. The shooting itself was of a reasonable standard
though somewhat handicapped by rain and the unpredict
ability of the range telephones.
The rain which handicapped us at Dhekelia struck us
again with a vengeance on our return to C.B.S., and several
people were seen in their bathing trunks bailing out one
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of their tents amid the hopeless confusion of overturned
lockers and floating kit. In fact, during the flood Muscles,
with her puppies, just sat serenely on a table high and dry.
This month we have to say goodbye to Pte. Maplesden,
who returned home on demob. We gather he has gone
back to the farm he left two years ago to come into the
Army. We must also welcome Ptes. Collins, Bailey,
Johnson and Knight, who joined us from the latest draft
from the U.K.

Coy. H.Q.

SUPPORT COMPANY

The month of June should always be remembered by
members of Company H.Q. We have packed and un
packed the Company boxes so often that the boxes look
like pincushions, where they have been nailed and with
drawn.
The Company spent four hectic days and nights in the
Limassol area looking for our friend George Grivas. Un
fortunately we were called away to prepare for other emer
gencies. During our search for Uncle George, the Company
pay clerk, "Ginger" Newton, decided to bring the Com
pany sheckles out. He was transported to the mountain
top by a donkey; with a sweating brow, he paid the
Company.
During the month of June the Battalion Rifle Meeting
took place. Mrs. Flint awarded prizes on the final day.
The meeting was a near thing in the final result, points
being: H.Q. Company 13, "D" Company 12, Support
Company 11. C.S.M. Warren and Sgt. Ticehurst won the
L.M.G. shoot, both as Battalion and Warrant Officers and
Sergeants. Well done, Cpl. Kemp, on being best Battalion
shot on the rifle and Pte. Henham on the best young
soldier.
The weather in Cyprus is excellent but due to I.S.
commitments the swimming and enjoyment of the beaches
have taken a back seat.
The Parachute Brigade arrived in Cyprus this week
and many old faces have been seen. The Queen's Own
was well represented in the Parachute Brigade.
BUNNIE.

3 in. Mortar Platoon

The last month has seen us packing and unpacking at
least half a dozen times, and usually at a weekend, but
only once have we left the camp gates with our vehicles
packed—this was for the Battalion night exercise. Sgt.
Mead recced a good mortar position but due to the
excellent navigation of our Platoon guide, Pte. Keep (our
senior National Serviceman and soon to be Mr. Keep) the
whole Platoon got lost. In the middle of the confusion
.the headlights of a Champ advanced towards us and the
Company Commander appeared. If he was lbst he did
not admit it, but eventually we found our position and
all was well.
Our other trip out of camp was Operation " King
fisher". Sgt. Taylor managed to avoid this by a visit to
Church House, where he was awarded his halo. Some
members of the Platoon considered his absence rather
fortunate as there was then more likelihood of their actually
finding their way to the scene of operations and they would
at least be on the right side of the cordon. Our camp was
a few hundred feet above Company H.Q. and as the
donkeys did not arrive until the day we left we had to carry

all our food and water up to our lofty position. The
C.S.M. visited us on the first day but after that he gave up
the struggle and remained in the comfort of the base camp.
Our chief worry was not Grivas but a stray bullet from
the Commandos who were next to us. Our food was looked
after by Pte. Blake, our new cook, who even managed to
burn the coffee. George Matthews, the Platoon storeman,
was rash enough to volunteer for the operation: he is not
likely to do such a stupid thing again.
We are now back in Nicosia, waiting for any disturb
ance in the city. Unfortunately we are not allowed out at
all, so life is somewhat monotonous.
We were visited recently by our late Platoon Com
mander, Lt. Pybus, who now wears a red beret. His visit
was not, however, a social one—he was merely seeing what
he could scrounge. Having collected an armful of kit, he
seemed genuinely upset when he was asked to sign for it.
In addition to Pte. Blake, we welcome Ptes. Harwood
and Till to the Platoon, the latter for six years. After a
short stay with us, L/Cpl. Lane has departed for "C" Com
pany. Rumour has it that he "found" three chickens
strangled in a bush on " Kingfisher
we wonder who put
them there. Pte. " Whitey " Welch has left us for civilian
life. After saying goodbye in the hills he was rather taken
aback to meet us again in Nicosia, but eventually he got
away.
We now have to settle down to training for the Brigade
Concentration next month.

M.M.G. Platoon
So far, this month has consisted of nothing but pack,
standby, unpack, standdown. At the present we are in
one of the standdown periods, so we are Duty Company,
but next week, with luck, we hope to be able to get on with
some constructive and consecutive M.G. training prior to
the Brigade Concentration towards the end of July.
We have now done everything. The Battalion Rifle
Meeting took place at the same time as a Cyprustype
thunderstorm, but even this did not deter Cpl. Kemp and
Pte. Harnden, who shot extremely well to win their class
prizes. Well done. We would like to add that the Platoon
L.M.G. pair didn't do too badly, considering.
At the time of writing the Machine Gun Cup has not
yet arrived, but it is on the way.
Pte. Shaw got off on his leave on time but only just:
he certainly chose the right time to go. Pte. Jennings has
just got back from the Golden Sands which, it seems, he
reckons. There are one or two people wondering about the
lines doing nothing except letting everybody know how
long they've got to do. We shall see.

Assault Pioneer Platoon
One again, we say hello to all from the Asslt. Pnr.
Sec., who, as most of Support Company will know, are
gradually decreasing in strength. We will very shortly be
losing Ptes. Veal and Stedman after finishing their National
Service.
So far this month we have been chasing around the
countryside on various exercises, which which we have had
several laughs. Especially on a practice Battalion attack,
when the Aslt. Pnrs. were the enemy and, after firing one
shot, the rest of the Battalion dived for cover, and left
themselves open to a verbal attack by the GO,
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We welcome Pte. Nichols back into the Platoon after a
short stay with Company H.Q.
We have had several trips into the hills and a good
time was had by everybody. There have been times when
everybody has grumbled about packing their kit ready to
move . . . ? Well, nobody knows where.
So, until next time, we will say cheerio.
LIONHEARTS.
AntiTank Platoon
There were very nearly no Q.O.G. notes written for
this issue of the Q.O.G. In a month distinguished by
having no Sundays in it, the Platoon moved about fast,
leaving only a faint smell of burning on the air. Only one
was not involved in the mad rushing about: our R.E.M.E.
detachment, Cfn. Barry Spruce, whose final hours were
counted down in a great peace and an empty store; his
friendly face will be greatly missed.
After the successful B.A.T. demonstration of the pre
vious month, we hoped for a rest on the laurels sent by the
Brigadier. However, still smoking from the final round at
Pyla, the guns were towed away disconsolately by the nose
into storage, to join the 17pounders, and the Platoon was
reorganised and armed with 3.5inch rocket launchers, in
readiness for a sudden move to an unknown destination.
Within 24 hours of the start of the standby, two more
guns arrived in boxes 106 mm. rifles, weapons proved by
the paratroops during the war with Egypt. That day most
of the Platoon " pottered happily about", arguing about
where that or this piece should go. But the business got
a bit more serious the next day with the arrival of the
AntiTank Platoon of the Lancashire Fusiliers and instruc
tors from the Royal Berkshires. A brisk cadre was followed
by another trip to Cape Pyla for firing this time with live
ammunition. Pte. Vale's detachment cleverly scored two
hits with his two zeroing shots at 1,100 yards, while Cpl.
Everest's crew managed one. (Still in dispute, as the round
was a blind.) We can only report candidly about the other
Regiments. The Lancashire Fusiliers hit a Hacre field of
standing barley, but, to give them their due, that was
destroyed utterly.
In the Battalion small arms shoot which followed the
end of the next week, Sgt. Ticehurst, Cpl. Everest, Ptes.
Henham, McConnell, Pucknell, Swift, Vale and Vincent
were included in the Company team, which was placed
third. Sgt. Ticehurst, firing with the C.S.M., won the
individual L.M.G. title—so confident were they that they
didn't bother to fire nine of their rounds. Pte. Henham shot
well with his rifle and was invited to practice with the
Battalion team for the interUnit competition.
Our next move was to Troodos Hills, above Limassol,
to join other Units in Exercise " Kingfisher "—a search for
Eoka terrorists. In camp in a beautiful valley cordoning
off a tiny area known to be crawling with terrorists, morale
remained high, though we envied Ptes. Brian Rees, Linn
Stura and Bill Weatherley, all lolling at Golden Sands, who
were sleeping in beds at night and turning on taps when
they required water. It wasn't all beer and skittles for
them at Famagusta, though; curfews were imposed as the
I.S. situation boiled over into violence. The holiday makers
weren't worried—they hadn't got long enough to do—but
others were, it seemed—and a promised fortnight in the
hills was cut short after four days. The Platoon was rushed
back, stood to, packed up, unpacked and, as a final in

dignity, made to hand over the 106's to the 3rd Parachute
Regiment. After firing four different antitank weapons in
three months we are only armed at present with promises,
and there is no ammunition to fit promises.
Less gloomily, we welcome Ptes. Gregory, Harrington
and the new Platoon storeman, Pte. Parsons. Everyone
hopes the intercommunal fighting dies enough to allow
them to see more of Cyprus than the barbed wire perimeter.

H.Q. COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
Picks up pen and chews end, thoughtfully. Hastily
put down pen and picks up large stone to weigh down pile
of papers which threatens to blow away. Pile of paper
upon which stone was previously resting instantly blows
away. Leaps up, cursing, and runs off in general direction
of Sergeants' Mess, retrieving bits of "bumph " en route.
Returns, sweating and redfaced, and sits down and com
mences to write. 'Phone rings. Slams pen down and
snatches up 'phone and shouts into it. Wilts instantly as
Adjutant's voice is heard at other end. Meekly replaces
receiver and picks up pen. C.S.M. shouts. Leaps 10,000
feet in air, circles camp twice and rushes in to C.S.M.
Returns with grim expression stamped on face. Picks up
revolver in left hand and places against temple. Picks up
pen in right hand and commences, once more, to write
Yet another month has tottered by on weary, sweating
legs, and we are just that much nearer the great, glowing,
golden day of demob. Of course, we are just that much
nearer others things, i.e., the administration (mention of
which is made by kind permission of the 10/3 Brigade,
Ealing Studios and the J. Arthur Rank organisation.)
The weather lately has been truly Cypriot and
" woggish and the sun lashes at us unmercifully. Its rays
pierce the exceedingly thin, shapeless lump of canvas we
laughingly call the Company Office and frizzles all our
documents until they crackle like potato crisps. We tell
the time by which of the many and large holes in the roof
and walls the sun is shining through. There was one brief
and disastrous rainstorm which succeeded, as it always
does, in bursting through every single one of our many
breaches and soaking only the most valuable documents
and books. It succeeded also in collapsing the Company
Commander's tent in a most competent manner, which it
did by snapping off all the sixfoot iron stakes at the
bottom. In the midst of this chaotic shambles, the range
party, which had previously departed for a pleasant day's
shooting, returned, soaking and miserable, not having fired
a shot. The C.S.M. returned, having swam the length of
the butts, collecting the targets and floating them back to
the transport.
As for the little people, they continue much as before,
sleeping peacefully in their little holes, occasionally ven
turing forth to sunbathe or " get the cokes it". One
great, startling event did. however, drag everybody out. and
that was Operation " Kingfisher ". All things weird and
wonderful were packed and the C.S.M. and L/Cpl. Stanley
trooped off to help catch old Grivas. Our part in the
operation lasted a week and consisted mainly of sitting
around, guarding an enormous pile of ammo, flares,
grenades, smoke bombs, tear gas and the like. The high
light of the whole week, of course, was when a party,
headed by the C.S.M., went off to a small village miles from

190

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

our area, to fetch four donkeys. With characteristic cool
ness and charm, the C.S.M. parleyed with the awestruck
Cypriots, who instantly "got a move on" and produced
four donkeys of assorted sizes, plus a baby which was
thrown in " buckshee". Then, with the C.S.M. leading a
tiny grey female donkey, the party set off on its weary
journey across the hills. L/Cpl. Stanley bravely took in
hand the biggest and fiercest looking moke this side of the
Rocky Mountains. With grim fortitude, he led it up hill
and down dale until eventually, after passing through
crowds of cheering troops which littered the countryside,
they reached the road. Here the fearless band attempted
to mount and ride these refractory animals into camp in a
blaze of glory. Unfortunately, L/Cpl. Stanley mounted his
beast over the front legs, a disastrous mistake, and the brute
instantly rushed off down the road at something slightly
under sixty miles per hour, depositing our intrepid young
N.C.O. in a thorn bush by the roadside. After this he was
left to manage the small N.A.A.F.I. at A Echelon, ably
assisted by the enormous "Yorky" Watson, who is yet
another G.D. wallah in the Company Office. Of course,
Pte; Lightning came up later to give us a hand in catching
Grivas but spent most of the time pondering the poor man's
fate if the Germans had been after him.
Returning to camp was a nightmare of catching up
loose ends and trying to find things again. The fiendish
Gould up and left us for a week at Kyrenia, leaving L/Cpl.
Stanley to the office bumph. It appears that Famy did
anything but gonk whilst we werer away, and apparently
organised the whole camp. It must, however, have all
seemed worth while when that happy day came and he got
his second tape.
We offer Cpl. Famfield our sincere
congratulations.
Company Commanders come and Company Comman
ders go but not often day by day, and even less often
twice in the same day. We have a Company Commander
for every day of the week, almost, and certainly one for
every situation likely to arise, i.e., a move to foreign parts,
a riot in Nicosia, or an invasion from Mars. Somewhere
in this bewildering, kaleidoscopic whirl of Company Com
manders the key to the safe had gone AWOL, and now the
safe squats in the corner and glares blankly and defiantly
at all who try to charm or force a method of ingress out
of it.
We bid you fareiyell for another month on a note of
touching sadness, as we inform you that the C.S.M. has
been, of all things, dental siek. So now our Flying Purple
Private Eater is wandering around minus two of his
" masticatory appendices ". Sadness upon sadness, is there
no end on't?
STANISLAUS.

Intelligence Section

"Pack up everything." was the cry that was heard
very often over the past month. " Unpack everything"
was, of course, heard equally often.
I suppose it is true to say that the Intelligence Section
flaps a little more than most. This is only to be expected
though because being the Intelligence Section, our cogs have
to whirr while others are still waiting for things to happen.
At the given signal the huge boxes were dragged and
manoeuvred into convenient places, lists were prepared,
and delicately coloured things of great accuracy were
placed carefully inside. I don't know whether or not other
people have the same trouble, but in my opinion there are

some things that were never intended to go into boxes—tee
squares, for instance. If only this instrument had been
put at the bottom to start with, but no, it had to be " put
away " or " tucked in " somewhere. After pushing, bending
and even threatening <The instrument, tempers were be
ginning to get a little frayed. L/Cpl. Bill Glen suggested
sawing a piece off the end. This was put to the vote and
the majority agreed against it, owing to the shortage of tee
squares in the Middle East. There was nothing for it but
to unpack this accursed box and start again, this time
putting the tee square in first. Everything fitted in beauti
fully, nicely and evenly, not a fraction of an inch was
left .... for the typewriter that should have gone in
first. These little things are sent to try us, I suppose.
Away from the heat of Nicosia and as a change from
the routine of camp life we found " Kingfisher " extremely
pleasant. This was the kind of Cyprus you used to see on
the posters of the travel agency. At a height of about 3,000
feet, as we were, the air was clear and calm, and yet fresh
enough to take the " bite " out of the midday sun. The
nearest sign of life was the tiny sprawling village of
Mathikoloni. Here continues the kind of daily existence
that hasn't changed in hundreds of years. If you ever had
any thoughts about being a hermit, then this is the place
for you.
Lt. G. F. Cleaver returned from his honeymoon in
England in a blissful rosy cloud, (Congratulations, sir)
only to find that he had been lumbered with the duties of
Intelligence Officer. (It shouldn't happen to a dog!). This
occupation is not new to Mr. Cleaver, however, because he
did it for a while up the " Sharp End ".
As this is being written, L/Cpl. Glen is being prodded
by the M.O., not that he minds, because he's having his
release medical.
Time has come to terminate this month's epistle owing
to the fact that the typewriter has got to be packed once
more'. . . "Once more jnto the breach, dear Fred."
CARRUTHERS.
Signal Platoon
."Heard the latest?"
" No ! ! "
" It's awful".
The biggest thing since Mickey Mouse.
Honolulu next stop ? Could be.
I've been told it's to test the pyschological effect on
British soldiers in a flap.
That's more like it.
At last, we are down to earth again, after going to our
" unknown destination " a few times, as far as packing kit
is concerned. Even our longlost Platoon Sergeant was
brought back from his peaceful retirement as a Colour
Sergeant, which we hear he accomplished very well. But
the®* he's a Signaller (even got his flags to prove it).
" Pronto " (R.S.O.) has been kept busy thinking up
some devilishly complicated but clever communications,
which in the end had him fogged, as well as us. We ali
say, well done, "Pronto". Enough said, or else extra
duties will be ours (orderly something).
in between this, " Pronto " began to run a cadre and
we are pleased to say we now have a few more clued up
boys, including Ptes. Percy and Ward. The new boys, we
hope, will enjoy their stay!
In the I.S. world, we have been in the chase for a
fellow named " George ", something to do with the Rents
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Act. We believe he has some caves to let. The Royal
Engineers seem to think so; the way they have been blowing
them up, they must have been condemned.
We must now bid farewell to some of the boys, Tele.
Comm. L/Cpl. Floyd, Ptes. Blackmore, Roddam, Bassett
and Mortimer, to all of whom we wish the best of work in
Civvy Street.
We now have a Sergeant whom we welcome to the
Platoon to look after the stores, and may their credits stand
it.
That's all for now. So, until mailbags turn female!
P.U.F.O.
M.T. Section
Greetings, gentlefolk, from the hidden corner of
C.B.S. Camp. It is time, once again, according to the
signal from H.Q. Company Office, to get down to note
writing.
The month started off in a blaze, not only from the
natural element of the sun but from our neighbours, the
I.S. Training School. One of their tents performed a most
amazing disappearing act amid a lot of sparks, flames and
smoke. Members of the M.T. gazed gleefully upon the
conflagration, until some uncouth youth pointed out that
this was only the merry month of May and not November
the 5th. Merriment subsided and we all went back to
work.
Of late, there has been little excitement from the EOKA
gentlemen. This inactivity upset our drivers to such an
extent that young Bill Stannage performed a Davy Crockett
and shot up his Austin Champ. Now Bill is moaning over
the high price of bullets. His single shot cost him three
weeks' wages!
In last month's notes, you may remember, we said
that Mr. Grubb was in hospital. Well, he has now joined
the queue for Blighty bound traffic. This move has come
about through his illness. With envy in our minds, we wish
him a pleasant journey and a speedy recovery. As it is
almost certain that Mr. Grubb will not be back with us,
we wish him the best of luck in his future job.
By now, the A/M.T.O., Mr. Colgate, has found his
feet in regard to the running of the Section. In spite of
many difficulties, he managed to keep everyone who de
manded supplied with trucks. With all the miracles he
performed, we wonder how Mr. Colgate found the time and
energy to keep up with his high jumping. A special men
tion must be made of his attempts in the Battalion and
Brigade sports. The secret of his success? He was a
bouncing baby who has not yet stopped.
Although a few people did find it difficult to requisi
tion trucks, it is our proud boast that we are running better
than a certain 'bus company. We would say " The London
Transport", but this column is decidedly not commercial.
The jTon Section under Cpl. " Bill " Davis, is running
to schedule: depart M.T. lines, stopping at Company Office,
Guard Room and all traffic lights to Camden Town.
Towards the end of the month the Section changed
from the smoothrunning machine into an uproarious
chaotic muddle. We "flapped" but then, who didn't, over a
Battalion standby. Everything, including a notsoquick
office clerk, was packed into crates and loaded on to
wagons. Sgt. Taylor and Pte. Murrell, of Technical Stores
fame, transplanted all of their stores on to a threetonner,
put the wagon into the empty stores, locked the door and
haven't been seen since. Among all the worry and muddle,
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two of our happy band remained unperturbed, and for a
good reason. Sgts. Bennie and Henden had no personal
kit to pack, as most of it was en route for England, in
joyful anticipation of their demob next month.
During the flap, rumours of a Battalion move flowed
faster than K.E.O. beer at a demob party. The best of
the bunch being: " A state of emergency has been declared
in Trafalgar Square and we are going home to wage war
with the pigeons." None the less, we did move.
As far
as the old M.T. park and back again!
To help out during the " flap," Capt. Osbourne came
up to help as M.T.O. Some may remember him from
Luneburg days.
One brave move was to give our trainees their full
licences. Even some of the dayold M.T. members found
themselves the proud owners of a motor. In spite of some
obvious inexperience, they all behaved extremely well and
kept our standard up and accident rate down.
Among the new arrivals was another not unfamiliar
figure in Cpl. Wilders. He is another ex"Luneburgarian".
To these new arrivals we extend a heartfelt greeting, as
many more names for the guard roster. Let's hope that
they all enjoy their stay with us.
At the very end of the month, nearly every member of
the M.T. found themselves participants in an exercise. After
spending many futile hours wandering around the country
side looking for a " dumb blonde
we decided to go home
to bed, having reached the opinion that there is an acute
deficiency of "dumb blondes " in Cyprus.
Once again, pressure and a sense of loyalty demands a
mention of the R.E.M.E. Having mentioned them, on
with the next subject, which is . . . sorry, friends, no more.
So, from ye merry men of the M.T., farewell.
FANNUS MEKONICUS.

Band
The month of May has been famous for early morning
parades in preparation for the Queen's Birthday on 12th
June. Having breakfast in the "wee small hours" has
taken quite a bit of swallowing; in fact, the Band C/Sgt.,
" Taffy " Clark, was overheard to remark that not being
used to going to bed until 4 a.m., the only way he could
eat breakfast was to "kid" himself that it was supper. We
have had a certain amount of fun, massing the bands of
The Suffolk Regiment, The Royal Berkshires, and the
Cyprus Police. Unfortunately, the noise frqm the bands
is so great that the various Guard Commanders can't hear
themselves, let alone step their guards off, so we have had
to keep the playing down to almost nothing, and can only
let ourselves go at the odd moment. Apart from the parade
in the morning, we have also been chosen to play at
Government House in the evening. We will be playing a
programme at the entrance, which will be followed by a
combined concert of ourselves and the Band of The Oxford
shire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. Their Band
master, Mr. H. A. Kenney, was, we understand in the same
class at Kneller Hall as our own Mr. Watkins, so I expect
when they get together there will be lots of chewing the
fat. We are rather " beating the pistol ", so I will leave
a full report of the Queen's Birthday until our next notes.
Owing to the state of affairs out here, all functions
have had to be cancelled and we were unable to play for
H.Q. Cyprus District after all. However, the Dance Section
went off to play at the Officers' Club, Dhekelia, on 24th
May, and from reports received, gave a good account of
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themselves. The Military Band played at the Divisional
Sports Meeting on the 24th May, and never have we had
to perform under such appalling conditions. We. arrived,
looking very smart in our No. 3 dress, which we were
wearing for the first time this summer, and as soon as we
started so did the wind, and we spent the afternoon in a
duststorm, which cut visibility down to about 25 yards—
happy days. On WhitMonday we played for a guest night at
188 Radar R.A.: I am sorry to say our No. 3 dress looked
a bit sad after the beating it took on the Saturday, but the
music wasn't affected and it turned out a very successful
evening. The last'day of May saw us down on Dheklia
rifle ranges for the Battalion Rifle Meeting, but unfortun
ately the weather wasn't kind and we had quite a bit of
rain. However, one has come to expect practically any
thing in this country.
" Nick " Shackleton has npw departed from us and is
having a holiday before he gets down to his studies at
Cambridge. The remainder of us are all the same and
are still pressing on, regardless.
S'allfornow. Take Coda.
FAGGOTT.

Battalion Orderly Room

This month' has been marked by the departure of
Sergeant Harry Proctor for England and demob. He leaves
behind him a record of six years good and faithful service
in the Battalion Orderly Room, and everybody was very
sorry to see him go. We wish him all the best in whatever
civilian occupation he takes up after his demob in August.
Another major upheaval this month was occasioned
when the B a t t a l i o n w a s p u t o n s t a n d  b y i n r e a d i n e s s f o r a n '
operation. Many were the rumours of possible destina
tions in the event of our being called out which flew around
the Battalion. The Orderly Room, true to form, took
everything in its stride, and dealt with the huge masses of
work which were thrown at it from all sides, and at all
times of the day and night. For days (and nights) every
body worked like demons, and the whole orderly room was
packed up and stowed away in boxes ready for a move.
While all four typewriters were being worked at full pres
sure, two of them suddenly decided that they were being
" Grivaslly" overworked, and went on strike. One of
these had been used only by H.P. since his arrival in Cyprus
and we are sure that it went on strike as a protest against
his exodus. However, they' are both still out of action, so
we presume that they are now trying to prove that they can
outstrike any Londbn busman. Eventually nothing came
of all this feverish work, except an aeroplane transport
loading exercise, in which three of the clerks accompanied
a box of office equipment on a halfhour flight, from
which they returned looking rather green, but nevertheless
asserting that they had thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
During the month the Q.M.'s department presented us
with a "brand new" reconditioned semirotary duplicator.
After a brief initiation into the marvels and mysteries of this
wonderful machine, the despatch clerk took over the dupli
cating as well as despatch and, much to his disgust, has
now been forced to give up his former pastimes of sleeping
and reading alternately during working hours.
Since the departure of Sgt. Proctor, L/Cpl. Rossiter
has moved to his desk and taken over the publication of
Part I orders, a task at which he becomes more adept every
day.
The movements clerk has now gained admission to the

" inner sanctum " and sits at the desk vacated by L/Cpl.
Rossiter. The knowledge that the O.R.Q.M.S.'s eyes are
constantly boring into his back has had the startling effect
of making him appear to be working nonstop all morning,
but as people don't seem to get moved now any more
quickly than they did before, it seems as though his industry
is not all it appears to be.
Lastly, mention must be made of Pte. Dann, soon
to follow in Sgt. Proctor's footsteps. All day long, he can
be heard muttering " Get some in " to anyone who happens
to be listening, and as the sun goes down he is to be seen
staring into the path of the sunset with a look of sublime
demobhappiness upon his face.
HANK.

Medical Centre

This month we are without the silent service of Sgt.
Roberts, who reports from England that the worst part of
his journey home via Italy, Switzerland and France to
Lancashire was across London in the Underground Railway.
 L/Cpls. Elliott, Murphy and Ptes. Smith and Corbett
report quiet night duties recently. This may be due to the
absence of one door handle, G.S., exterior, sick soldiers, for
the use of. Following a recent gale, however, business may
be expected to improve since patients can now drop in
through a hole in the roof.
Our clerk, Pte. Wells, now sports a fine black eye,
which he attributes to a TAB injection; the Medical Officer
believes this to be unique and a letter to The Lancet is
being dispatched on this subject.
Meanwhile, with the Battalion involved in so many
diverse activities, we are all living a rather handtomouth
existence, aided and abetted by the only action of the
Medical Centre which works in the afternoon—our
refrigerator.
VAMPIRE.

Quartermaster's Staff

The time has come once again to say hello to all our
readers. It must be said that this month it is a somewhat
blearyeyed staff that has gathered together to compile these
notes. What with getting up at ungodly hours for rehearsal
parades for the forthcoming Queen's Birthday Parade to be
held in Nicosia, and guards working with feverish haste to
pack stores in preparation for yet another major move, it
seems' that, for the majority of us, there has hardly been
any necessity to be called in the morning.
We'did manage to have a day or two off over Whitsun,
when most of us took a trip to Kyrenia to spend a day by
the sea. One certain party nearly didn't make it back.
" These hired cars aren't to be trusted, you know."
After a very successful football season, we are now in
the process of gathering together a team of cricketers. Who
knows, even some of the more staid types may prove them
selves in the wielding of a bat or ball.
During the early part of the month we bade farewell
to our. clothing storeman, Cpl. " Queenie" Weeks, and the
signwriter, Pte. " Head" Gibson.
" Fare thee well,
friends. Maybe we'll be seeing you around and about
when we finally leave this land of sun, etc."
The weather here has been quite nice recently, with
the temperature steadily rising daily, but we had a really
heavy rainstorm a few days back: half the camp was under
water and the drains overflowed. We were almost certain
it would take a fleet of frogmen to clear the water away,
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particularly as in places it was a good three feet deep; but
after digging a nice line in trenches across one of our few
roads, everything was drained away by the following
morning.
Now, with thoughts of that horror of all horrors, the
Administrative Inspection, due to take place in the near
future, we will return to our life of paper, pill and pokey
drill.
Cheerio, all.
THE QUARTERMONGERS.

SERGEANTS' MESS
The last month has been of such a nature that the
Mess, like the Battalion, did not know whether it was
coming or going. The Mess started to look pretty bare on
the first proposed possible move and on the second " pack
up" things got so bad that even the dart board was
removed. The "regulars" were to be found wandering
gloornily about, absentmindedly toying with their
" arrows" striving to keep back the tears which sprang
unbidden to their eyes. The Mess Caterer, Sgt. Kelly, is
getting fedup with taking down and putting up curtains.
However, he will soon be leaving Cyprus and so comes into
the category of men who have " not long enough on the
island to worry ".
Neatly sandwiched in between these times of intense
activity came Operation "Kingfisher", which removed most
of the Sergeants, leaving a mere handfu^ of, braves behind.
The biggest feature of this period was the attached per
sonnel doing B.O.S. The following conversation will give
some idea of the exacting task.
Inquisitive Bystander (IB): "What's it like, doing
BOS, then? "
BOS: " Oh, it's alright—bit rough with so many in
camp, though. There must have been at least two people
in the N.A.A.F.I. last night."
IB (sympathetically): " Yes, I can understand that."
BOS: "This not wearing a sash gets me down, too.
I'd been inspecting the cookhouse for 10 minutes when a
cook came up and asked me whether I was first at second
sitting! "
IB: "Yes, you have a hard job. Still I hear that
you're a hard man who can take it."
BOS: " Yes, I'm a hard man and I can take it."
As if this wasn't enough, we had the torrential down
pour Qf rain and the Sergeants' lines caught the full brunt
of water coming over the road. Sgts. Healey and McGowan
were , caught napping, admiring their rockery and two
flowers and we heard for hours afterwards cries of "Oh,
no! " from the Bandmaster's tent which strongly resembled
an uncharted Pacific atoll. C.S.M. King, chuckling heartily
at the B.M.'s misfortune, soon stopped laughing when he
discovered that his record player was at the bottom of :a.
pile of the B.M.'s kit. Band C/Sgt. Clarke made a nifty
profit charging a tanner a time for punt trips from dining
room to bar and, on the whole, a " flood " time was had by
aU. ,
Aj: the time of writing, although he is three days over
due, C/Sgt. Barton is still on " leave " somewhere in U.K.
The/excuse that he could not get a 32 'bus or that they
wanted him to organise a party at the airport won't hold
much water, I'm afraid. Reports have reached us recently
from Blighty of a mysterious figure who has been seen
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roaring up and down the country on a large motorbike
clad in, amongst other things, pinstriped waistcoat, cor
duroy trousers and a " Kiddicrash" helmet, swinging
(in the approved fashion) a stethoscope round his head and
singing Welsh hymns at the top of his voice. Sgt. " Doc "
Roberts is also on U.K. leave at the moment, together with
Sgt. Coleman!
On the exit and entrance account of last month we have
first of all lost Sgt. Harry Proctor to the life of Civvy St.
After umpteen years of service in the Mess, we.wish him
all the very best. We welcome to the Mess S/Sgt. Hunter,
R.E.M.E., who is taking over the reins in the armourer's
shop, also, from the same Corps, Sgt. Meace, R.E.M.E.,
who is in relief for Sgt. Bennie, R.E.M.E. (and what a
relief!) who, in the near future, at the tender age of 21
(next birthday), complete with moustache, is going to " have
a go at Civvy StreetSgt. Farmer, A.C.C., the last of
the new arrivals is now installed to give Sgt. Tancock,
A.C.C., a helping hand in the cookhouse and maybe a
helping shoulder in the Mess!
Thanks are once again due to Sgt. "Tiddler" Tice
hurst, who last month built for the Mess a screen for
Cinemascope films. Also under construction last month
and now nearing completion are a new cookhouse for the
Mess and two bathrooms, complete of course with baths.
Some members are already busy constructing small boats
to sail and C.S.M. "Bones" Smith is petitioning for the
plug holes to be made smaller in case of accidents!
Congratulations are due to the Mess Shooting Team,
who decisively beat the Officers' Team on the Battalion
Shoot held last month. Congratulations are also due to
many members of the Mess who distinguished themselves
individually, notably Sgt. Henden, who walked away with
an armful of cups. After the match, the Mess' were very
hospitably entertained to liquid refreshments by the Officers.
Although the gathering only broke up well into the after
noon, some people are never satisfied and Sgt. Flavell,
R.A.P.C., was last seen disappearing towards the butts
looking for stray cans. We hope to be able to report his
safe return next month.

BATTALION ATHLETICS, 1958
The season began with the InterCompany Meeting on .
29th and 31st March, when Companies produced two com
petitors for each of seven track and six field events.
The Meeting took place at C.B.S. Camp on a track
whose only claim to fame was that it successfully circum
navigated all obstacles in the shape of goal posts, basket .
ball posts, benches, pavilions, etc., and was exactly 440
yards in length.
The result of the Meeting was a comfortable win for
H.Q. Company, whose two teams came first and second,
with S.P. Company an honourable third.
Although there were no particularly outstanding per ;
formances (the state of the ground assured this), it was
apparent that the Battalion possessed a considerable amount
of talent which, given sufficient training, would blossom
into a team capable of giving most units in the island a
good run for their money. And so it proved.
We were extremely fortunate in being able to train on
the English Schools' excellent cinder track and, in the early
stages, to obtain the coaching services of their Athletics
Master, Mr. Brown, to whom we owe much,.
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Our sprint teams soon began to look businesslike and
to improve their batonchanging. The middle distance
runners were growing fitter each day, but the milers and
threemilers needed more training, as was to be proved at
the Brigade Meeting on 3rd May.
The field events found us rather more in the dark and,
although the first strings soon chose themselves, it was not
easy to decide upon the second strings, there being several
people of approximately the same standard. The Brigade
Meeting showed us to be strong in the discus, high jump
and long jump, but weak in the javelin, pole vault and
weight, while our hammer throwers, though normally well
up to standard, were unpredictable.
We won the Brigade Meeting easily, gaining first place
in five out of seven track events in doing so. The meeting
took place at the English School, Nicosia, which provided
a most pleasant setting, and was enjoyed by both competi
tors and spectators. We are most grateful to the Principal
of the School for lending us his fine stadium. What a
contrast to Kermia, where our next two meetings were to
take place. Here the athletes had to contend not only with
each other, but with a strong wind and the resulting dust
as well.
In order to experience these changed conditions before
the Cyprus District InterUnit Finals, a "friendly" was
arranged between the Suffolks, 8 Infantry Workshops
R.E.M.E., and ourselves on the 14th May at Kermia.
This was an enjoyable match and again the Battalion
team did well, winning nine of the fourteen events, and
coming second in the remainder. Our sprinters were beaten
by the Suffolks' excellent teams in the three shorter relays,
but they were by no means outclassed. Our field teams
were at their best and won all but two of their events.
And so to the Cyprus District Finals, held at Kermia
on the 17th May. Our team was undoubtedly stronger than
it had been for the Brigade Meeting, but so was the
opposition.
Unfortunately, the wind and dust were worse than
ever and, although it was the same for everybody, it
undoubtedly upset our athletes considerably, and almost all
our performances were below par.
On the track we did quite well, winning the two sprints
and coming second in the 4 x 440 yards relay. Our hurdlers
suffered a disappointment when L/Cpl. Graham, starting
the last leg slightly in the lead, looked to be in trouble and
began knocking down the hurdles so that he was overtaken
and finished last. It later transpired that he was suffering
from a hernia. This was a pity, as we had returned the
fastest times in the heats and, had we won this event, the
championships would have been ours.
As it was, as the last race started, we were no longer
in a position to win the match, and, in fact, were lying
third, one and a half points behind our old rivals the
Welch Regiment. If we beat them in this race we would
then finish the match ahead of them and second in the final
order of merit.
The excitement was considerable and began to mount
when it became apparent that the race between the Welch
andourselves was going to be a very close one indeed.
Our first three runners in this 4 x 440 yards relay had never
run better and Captain Clarke, running the last leg, started
with a slight lead on the captain of the Welch team, an
Arrriy runner. This lead was slowly reduced until, entering
the final straight, there were only a few feet separating the

two runners. However, although extremely tired, Captain
Clarke was just able to withstand the challenge, and thus
ensure the required victory, although the race itself was
won by the Middlesex Regiment.
So ended a most successful season on as thrilling a
climax as one could wish for. The Battalion team was
small in numbers, consisting of only 24 athletes to fill 42
vacancies, which resulted in most competitors taking part
in more than one event, while 2/Lt. Colgate, L/Cpl. Healey
and L/Cpl. Graham competed in three events each.
Result of Matches
3rd Independent Inf. Brigade. InterUnit Championships.
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

1/Royal West Kents
3/Grenadier Guards
1/Wiltshires
Cyprus District Signals Regiment

66 pts.
54 pts.
54 pts.
33 pts.

Friendly Match v. 11 Suffolks and 8/Infantry Workshops,
R.E.M.E.
1st
2nd
3rd

1/Royal West Kents
1/Suffolks
8/Infantry Workshops, R.E.M.E.

55 pts.
48 pts.
18 pts.

Cyprus District InterUnit Finals.
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

37/Field Engineer Regiment, R.E.
1/Royal West Kents
1/Welch Regiment
1/Middlesex Regiment

58 pts.
54 pts.
534 pts.
444 pts.
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Best Performances in Matches
4 x 110 yds. Relay—46.5 sees.—(L/Cpls. Floyd, Graham, Knapp and
Pte. Tubby).
4 x 220 yds. Relay—1 min. 37.3 sees.—(L/Cpls. Floyd, Humphreys,
Knapp and Pte. Tubby).
4 x 440 yds. Relay—3 min. 44.5 sees—(Capt. Clarke, Cpl. Gates, L/Cpls.
Clutterbuck and Healey).
4 x 880 yds. Relay—8 min. 52 sees.—(Cap't. Clarke, L/Cpls. Clutterbuck,
Healey and Pte. Vale).
I Mile team—15 place points—(Lt. Durtncll, 2/Lt. Robertson, Pte.
Blunt and Bdsm. Davies).
3 Miles team—10 place points—(Lt. Durtnell, 2/Lt. Robertson, Pte.
Blunt and Bdsm. Davies).
4 x 120 yds. Hurdles Relay—1 min. 16.0 sees.—(Capt. Shearburn,
2/Lt. Colegate, L/Cpl. Graham, Pte. Welling).
Pole Vault—17 ft. 6.0 ins.—(W.O.I Parker, S.I. Patterson).
High Jump—10 ft. 8.0 ins.—(2/Lt. Colegate, L/Cpl. Gissing).
Long Jump—38 ft. 4.5 ins.—(L/Cpls. Graham, Healey).
Discus—209 ft. 6.5 ins.—(Lt.-Col. Manners, W.O.I Parker).
Hammer—180 ft. 1.5 ins.—(Sgt. McGowan, Pte. Lawman).
Javelin—245 ft. 11.5 ins.—(F'fes. Hoff, Weatherly).
Weight—69 ft. 4.0 ins.—(Lt.-Col. Manners, Capt. Shearburn).

WIVES'

CLUB

There are now two social evenings to record, as well
as a very successful outing for wives and children to
Kyrenia.
We were delighted to welcome Mrs. Dodson at the
May social and Mrs. Cleaver in June. It is very sad to say
goodbye to Mrs. Grubb and Mrs. Johnson. We wish them
all the very best luck and good health in England and are
determined not to lose touch. They have both been staunch
supporters of the Wives' Club while with the Battalion.
The programme of the May social was entirely devoted
to a whist drive. We have to thank C/Sgt. Clark very much
for running it so ably for us. The whist drive was won by
Mrs. Simpson and Mrs. Johnson. Mrs. Pitchers took the
booby prize—after all that practice at Westbourne, too!
The raffle of a pair of nylon stockings was won by
Mrs. Crumplin. No fiddle, in spite of the fact that she
happened to have bought them for the raffle.
Those present were:—Mrs. Hind, Mrs. Clarke, Mrs.
Bryan, Mrs. Spalding, Mrs. Atkins, Mrs. Neve, Mrs. John
son, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Barrett, Mrs. Shearburn, Mrs.
Vine, Mrs. Hurley, Mrs. Marchant, Mrs. Pitchers, Mrs.
Healey, Mrs. Mead, Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Brooks, Mrs. Cloke,
Mrs. Crumplin, Mrs. Flint, Mrs. Blake, Mrs. Tidy, Mrs.
Manners, Mrs. Osborne, Mrs. Marshall, Mrs. Tarver, Mrs.
Dodson.
The June social was attended by the following:—Mrs.
Marshall, Mrs. Dodson, Mrs. Tidy, Mrs. Blake, Mrs. Hind,
Mrs. Shearburn, Mrs. Clarke, Mrs. Hurley, Mrs. Healey,
Mrs. Cloke, Mrs. Vine, Mrs. Spalding, Mrs. Bryan, Mrs.
Brooks, Mrs. Partridge, Mrs. Osborne, Mrs. Palmer, Mrs.
Cleaver, Mrs. Tarver, Mrs. Crumplin, Mrs. Manners, Mrs.
Parker, Mrs. Flint, Mrs. Grubb, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. John
son, Mrs. Pitchers, Mrs. Skelding, Mrs. Vale, Mrs. Barrett,
Mrs. Marchant.
The programme for the evening was a talk on the Red
Cross in Cyprus and, after tea, progressive games.
Miss Sheila Patterson gave a very interesting account
of the three main undertakings of the Red Cross in Cyprus.
The Red Cross workers who live in the villages entirely cut
off from British people, running clinics and generally acting
as District Nurses. The second undertaking is town work,
relief of distressed, povertystricken and old people, and the
third and newlystarted project of a children's convalescent
home. This is a great success in spite of a lot of initial
prejudice on the part of Cypriot parents. We hope to raise
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funds at a bringandbuy sale in October to give towards
the very heavy cost of running this children's home, only
part of which is paid by the Cyprus Government.
The progressive games which followed seemed to be
very much enjoyed by everyone, the first prize going to
Mrs. Brooks.
The raffle this month was a table cloth excellently
embroidered by Mrs. Pitchers. Mrs. Simpson, we hear, is
throwing lots of tea parties! She was the lucky winner.
The outing to John's Beach, seven miles east of
Kyrenia, took place on 15th May.
Mrs. Waring, Mrs. Clarke, Mrs. Shearburn, Mrs.
Manners and Mrs. Flint filled their cars to capacity, the
Regimental Morris Minibus and one Land Rover on a Red
Work ticket, both full up, brought the total numbers up to
21 wives, 31 children, and four soldiers and 108 vanilla
bars of Lyons ice cream!
The weather was fine, the sea was wonderful. To begin
with, some of the children were a little doubtful of so much
water but by the end they were all in it up to the neck and
very sorry when the time came to pack up and go home.
The outing was a great success and those who had not
been able to go to the sea before were especially grateful to
the car drivers for making this outing possible.
^
Two cannibals were talking one day, and one said to
the other: " I don't know what to make of my wife."
" That's all right," said the other, " I'll lend you my
cookery book."
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E cannot recollect this news letter ever
coming out so mrch behind schedule.
We can only plead, in defence, that so far
from there being a lull in business at this
Headquarters, there really hasn't been room
on the typewriters for its production. Indeed,
we feel it has been something of an achieve
ment to get it to press before the next one becomes due. The
date of Annual Camp also has something to do with it.
Strictly speaking, the events of June ought to wait until our
next issue, but we feel we are justified in publishing a Camp
Number this month, with a Jubilee Number to follow close
on its heels.
There were, however, some activities during May not
connected with Camp. Exercise " Cup Final " was held on
Sunday, 4th May, and is reported below. Other activities are
reported in contributions from Companies.
Exercise " Cup Final "
This was the last item on the winter training programme,
so that the nickname chosen was appropriate enough for that
reason as well as offering an opportunity for one minute's
silence in condolence for the hopes of Manchester United.
Nearly all the Officers turned out to study the problems of
the Attack in support of an Atomic Bombardment. This sort
of study offers plenty of opportunity for what our Brigade
Commander calls " Napoleonic " tactics. On the whole,
however, the Directing Staff felt that students, as befits
infantry soldiers, kept their feet reasonably firmly on the
ground and real flights of fancy were eschewed. One novel
feature, which opened the proceedings, was a debate on the
Principles of War. It was felt that these are the laws of the
game, as it were, which we refer to often enough, just as
players of team games do, without really being quite clear
what they are. The chief criticism of the discussion is that
they were considered at a somewhat higher level than ex
pected. Perhaps this had the desirable effect of working off
some of the Napoleonic notions before we got down to what
actually goes on on the ground.
Annual Camp, 1958
Last year we thought that the long trek to Castlemartin
was venturesome enough for our miscellaneous and, some of
it, rather aged transport. Encouraged by their success in
getting there in spite of the punctures in the C.O.'s Land
rover and the splutters in the works of the Orderly Room
threetonner, and what's more, back again, even if one of the
17 Pounders did need a new set of wheels afterwards, the
Advance Party set out quite light heartedly to travel even
further.
Since last year we have acquired one or two new vehicles,
notably the Champs and the Sixtonner. The latter was
actually issued as a gun tower, but, having no towing hook, it
makes quite a good load carrier as long as the load is not too
perishable (like live volunteers) since it has no canopy.
It is perhaps arguable that the advance party took things
a little too lightheartedly, since two of the Champs got no
further than the Infantry Workshops at Stirling and one of
the Landrovers had a distinctly raffish look throughout the
camp period. Our sympathies are with Cpl. Ryan, who, as
a result of all this, also has a pretty raffish look for the first
week with two black eyes and five stitches. No doubt he

reckons that this business of the spectator seeing most of the
game can be carried too far.
Training
" AIM. («) to train Officers and members of Battalion and
Company Headquarters in Battle Procedure and the control
of communications in the field;
(h) to train Support Coy. Officers and men in the
handling of Support Weapons as Section and Platoon
Weapons."
We quote from the training directive, which went on to
forecast an active outdoor life for everyone. When the main
body arrived at Barry Station in brilliant sunshine, there was
a tendency to say " Boy! This is the life for us
The Second
in Command and Pte. Day were soon to be seen polishing
their niblicks (the tenth tee on the Carnoustie Course was
a strong No. 3 iron shot from the Officers' Mess) and champs
were stripped down to their underwear. Well, the promised
outdoor life came along all right, but that was about the
last we saw of the sun.
There were three main courses of training arranged to
carry out the aim stated above. First, the Signals, a dis
tinguished body of Officers and N.C.O.'s, training to com
mand and control things in the field. Then the M.T. training
to be controlled, and finally Support Company augmented by
N.C.O.'s and men from the Rifle Coys.
The Signals, under Capt. CalverJones (see our Kent
Messenger photograph) and the M.T. under Capt. Robson,
pursued separate courses of study, the latter's, of course, in
cluding the taxi work required to keep both the administra
tion and the training on the move.
Battalion and Brigade Exercises
The two, however, combined together for the best part
of four days for the Bn. Exercise " Mountain Music" fol
lowed by the Brigade Exercise " White Heather
Exercise "Mountain Music" began in tolerably fine
weather on Sunday evening. While the C.O. and the O.Gp.
moved off to recce the ground from an O.P., giving a splendid
view of the beauties of the countryside near Blairgowrie, a
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Photograph showing Support Coy. on a Recruiting Drive in
the Tunbridge Wells—Pembury area. 18 members of the
Coy. are shown with transport and carriers with MMG
mounted, and 10ton truck towing the AntiTank Gun.
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Champion Company
S.P. Coy., 412 pts.
Individual Championship
Major J. L. Large. 167 pts.
Runnerup 
C/Sgt. M. Smith, 165 pts.
InterCoy. Shoot—Simpson
Cup




B Coy., 216 pts.
L.M.G. Pairs
B Coy., 87 pts.
Coy. Highest Aggregate Score
S.P.Coy.,682 pts.
Motor Cycle Trials. These took place on the Middle
Sunday, organised mainly by Support Company. A sandy
ridge near the ranges provided a series of interesting and
difficult hazards, including the customary hairraising ascents
and descents, together with quite a long passage of low lying
and waterlogged ground. As usual, the visiting riders from
the R.A.S.C. provided most of the best riding.
The performance, however, which will live longest in
the minds of the spectators, was the epic ride of Major
Marchant, who took the course with great dash without
having surveyed any of the hazards in advance. Not content
with the laid down hazards, he included unscheduled ones of
his own. You get penalised on these things for putting a foot
down: there was at least one on which he incurred no
penalties. It is unlikely, in fact, that any part of his machine
touched the ground, let alone his feet. The course of train
ing. consisting largely of curry lunch and gin and tonic, is not.
however, being recommended to the Army Motor Cycling
Association.
Apart from Major Marchant's ride which, alas, earned
no material reward, the prizewinners were: —
Individual Winner 

Sgt. Sigger, 507 Coy., R.A.S.C.
Runnerup 


Sgt. Stockdale, 5 Bull's.
Winning Team


507 Coy.. R.A.S.C.
Winner of Unit Prize 
Sgt. Ebbs, 4/5 R.W.K.
Booby Prize 


Sgt. Jenner, 4/5 R.W.K.
Officers' Mess
The Mess was very comfortably housed in a large
wooden hut, a great advance on Castlemartin tents. Spived
up a little with our own chintz curtains and a bit of decora
tive paper work by the Mess stall' it even looked quite gay.
At a dinner night on the first Tuesday a new and impressive
ceremony of piping in the rhubarb was observed. (For en
lightenment the reader should refer again to the News Letter
of May, 1957.) The rhubarb, found by Support Coy. near
the antitank firing point growing strongly, was planted, root
and all, in a large silver rose bowl. Carried ceremoniously
on a silver salver by the Mess Sergeant, preceded by Cpl.
Miller with a side drum and followed by D/ M. Bolton with a
B flat flute, it was marched round the table to the Regimental
March and placed before Major Tom Caoth. Later, it was
seen, still flourishing, planted before his tent and is now, we
understand, producing nourishing and wholesome dishes for
the younger Coaths who, we hope, tuck in to it with due
reverence.
In a less frivolous spirit the Mess, on the occasion of the
visit of our Honorary Colonel, entertained to dinner the
Brigade Commander and guests from other units in camp.
Thanks to the courtesy of the Officer Commanding 6th Bn.
The Black Watch, the company was entertained after dinner
by a set piped by their Pipe Major, a commanding figure in
full dress. He downed his dram afterwards like a true High
lander and paid a visit to the Sergeants' Mess. Later he re
turned to pipe some more, including a reel, danced by the
more agile members. He was finally escorted home by his
volunteer driver, who had been strictly enjoined to stay sober

for the purpose, still full of dignity, but not, we think with
much blow left in him.
On Sunday (the P.M.C.'s Motor Cycling training) we
were able to entertain a rather larger company to lunch time
drinks and curry, prepared by that by now wellknown expert
in this line, Mrs. Brock. Her estimate greatly exceeded the
actual capacity of members and their guests and most of the
Mess managed to enjoy a second go for their supper.
Sergeants' Mess
We welcome the following contribution. We feel com
pelled, however, to make three comments on the account of
the escort provided for the Officers for their visit to the
Sergeants' Mess.
ONE. We hope the Argylls will forgive the description
of Sgt. Ranson, wearing his ordinary jacket, an Argyll
bonnet and kilt, football stockings and badminton boots as
" fully rigged in the uniform " of this distinguished Highland
Regiment.
Two. The C.O. remarks that he has at last grasped
the meaning of that quotation from Stevenson: "It is better
to travel hopefully than to arrive."
THREE. During the march of that scandalous Colour
Party, there happened to be a lady watching from a car
outside the Officers' Mess. Spectators noted the cowardly
manner in which the singing died down as they approached.
W.O. Sergeants' Mess
As it is practically on one occasion only in the year
that the Mess is able to function as a complete Mess, we
think it a right and proper occasion on which to launch
into print.
Thanks to C.S.M.'s "Doughy" Baker and Charlie
Buck, who went to Barry Camp, Scotland, with the Advance
Party, we found a wellappointed and stocked Mess await
ing the arrival of the main body. From the word " go " it
was one of the best postwar Messes we have had. Judging
by the amount of liquor consumed and the number of
visitors from other Messes in the camp, wc can safely say
that it was the most popular Mess in the whole Brigade
Group Camp.
We were one and all delighted to have with us as
R.S.M. lor the Camp R.S.M. " Dodo " Watts, who, in spile
of all the trials and tribulations of having to deal with
members of the T.A., he really has a very soft spot for
us " Horrible Little Men ". Wc were lucky to have him
with us, as, just prior to camp, we received the alarming
news that " Dodo " was in hospital. " What to do now? "
was the vital question at Bn. H.Q. However, " Dodo "
being just "Dodo", decided that the 4th/5th was better
company than hospital orderlies and fellow patients, and
answered cur problem by convincing the medical authori
ties which was best for his health. With his endless reper
toire of stories, all said to be true, more or less, there was
never a dull moment when he was around. Unfortunately
for the Battalion, it is the last time we have him with us as
R.S.M.: our loss is the Regimental Depot's gain. In pre
senting R.S.M. Watts with a small token of our apprecia
tion of the work he has put in to make our Mess one of the
best, we wish him and Mrs. Watts and daughter all the best
and hope that whenever possible we shall have the pleasure
of their company from time to time in the future.
Although, as you will have gathered, it was typical regi
mental weather, it did not dampen the ardour of members
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to enjoy themselves. C.S.M. Carver, our Mess pianist, and
the inimitable Sgt. Johnny Mace on the drums provided a
firstclass skiffle group and were always in great demand.
They worked so hard that they were, so I am told, unable
to find time to spend their pay and had to ask permission
to go into Carnoustie during banking hours to deposit their
accumulated wealth in safe custody each week.
We had a surprise and most welcome visit from the
Pipe Major of the Black Watch in Dundee, complete in
full dress uniform and bagpipes. Needless to say, it was
not long before the swirl of the pipes filled the Mess,
accompanied by Johnny Mace on the drums. " Dodo
could be seen champing at the bit and at last the martial
atmosphere got him completely—grabbing the nearest
article for a Mace, the Mess broom, he was on his feet, the
centre of the Mess cleared as if by magic, and he gave
a fine display of mace swinging that even the Pipe Major
could be seen to raise his eyebrows in admiration. It was
a wonderful spectacle—" Dodo " in his element.
The climax was reached with the arrival of the Advance
Party of the relieving unit, The Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders, which happened to coincide with the annual
visit of our Officers to the Mess. It was suddenly decided,
situations have a habit of arising suddenly in our Mess,
that the Officers should be met outside their own Mess and
escorted with full Military Honours to their fate in the
Sergeants' Mess. This meant that a Corps of ETrums, Colour
Escort complete with what are now known as " The H
Colours ", was organised.
Then it happened. Within minutes there appeared in
the Mess, ready for the fray, Sgts. Redpath, Ranson and
Pace, fully rigged in the uniform of our friends of the
Scottish Regiment, complete with kilts and sporran and
armed with side drums, bass drum and cymbals and with
flutes thrust into their hand, Messrs. "Dodo", Slim Boulton
and Jack Breaden were ordered to join the motley throng—
with Sgt. Passey doing honours as Drum Major, the whole
Mess sallied forth to the Officers' Mess to the martial music
of the unofficial March of the Regiment, " We're Shower
of B . . . . s " (Our Director). The Officers, drawn from
their Mess by the approach of such military splendour, fell
in behind the band and were marched back to the Mess and
their fate, where the Colours were duly marched off parade
and lodged for safe custody in their original place, i.e.,
marking the camp fire hydrants. The effect on our friends
of thfe Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders was terrific and
almost brought their drinking powers to an end; they were
completely amazed at the speed with which it was organised
and admitted that they had seen nothing like it before.
During the evening a very serious event took place,
the Annual Battle of the Dart Board for the Officers and
Sergeants Dart Trophy. Excitement was running high when
the honours were even, with two games to the credit of each
Mess, and it was with bated breath that we watched the
final struggle, which resulted in the Officers winning the Cup
for once.
We were delighted to receive a visit from the Honorary
Colonel of the Battalion, Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C.,
T.D., who had made the journey all the way from Esher in
Surrey to visit his Bn. in camp. A great effort, Sir: may
we look forward to many such visits.
There was only one thing lacking in the Mess the whole
of camp and that was sleep. What with threeday exercise
and the continuous night life in the Mess, little time was

left for recuperation, lt only goes to show that we must
be a fairly tough lot to have withstood the pressure.
One other notable event was the presentation to Sgt.
Ranson who, after 33 years' service with the Regiment, is
leaving us to emigrate to New Zealand. I am sure there
is not one member of the Mess who will not miss Ted
Ranson; he can only be described as a character loved by
one and all, and the one who will miss him most is Sgt.
Pace, his partner in crime. At the final parade of the
Battalion, the Commanding Officer presented him with a
cricket bat which had been signed by all members of both
the Officers' and Sergeants' Messes. Good luck, Ted, and
all the best.
One final word. I would like, on behalf of all members
of the Mess, to say a very sincere "Thank you" to our
P.M.C., C.S.M. Buck and to our caterer, Mr. Charlie May,
who between them seemed to achieve the impossible. How
they managed to cope with all the demands made on them
" I dinna ken ", but the undoubted success of the whole
camp was in no small measure due to their untiring efforts.

NEWS FROM COMPANIES
"B" COMPANY
Coy. training took place as usual, the latter part of the
month being devoted largely to preparations for Annual
Camp. Lt. Smith, however, gave a most interesting talk
on Radiac instruments.
The Advance Party for Camp left in great spirits for
Scotland on the morning of the 27th May.
On arrival at Barry, Scotland, the company soon
learned that the Advance Party's previous high spirits had
been somewhat dampened (a) by a slight accident on the
journey north, and (b) by Scotch mists and rain. In fact,
with the exception of a few days, the weather during Camp
was a great disappointment, although most members of
the company had an opportunity to see some of the beauti
ful countryside of that part of Scotland.
At Barry, training was mainly done through battalion
cadres. Thus, members of the company found themselves
as members of either the Signals cadre, Sp weapons cadre
or the Recruit cadre, and in most cases managed to
distinguish themselves.
At the Battalion Rifle Meeting, the company came
second to Support Company by only two points, but won
the Simpson Cup and also the L.M.G. Pairs. The company
was represented in the Battalion VIII by no fewer than three
members—Capt. Clemence, W.O. II Johnson and L/Cpl.
Mansell. On the subject of shooting, congratulations must
also go to Pte. Bell, E., who won the Recruit cadres rifle
practice shoot.
In the Battalion M.C. Rally, the company was repre
sented by Cpl. Pettitt, who unfortunately injured himself
but nevertheless put up a very fine show.
On the Battalion Signals Exercise, " Bravo " was once
again well to the fore—in" fact, the Company Commanders
champ, was, we are told, the first to cross the river—in
most intrepid fashion. Rumour has it that an indent has
gone in for " Snorkels " for next year.
The Company Dinner held in Carnoustie was a great
success, although there was one absentee when the roll was
called—(no names, no pack drill).
Despite the weather, all were agreed that a most useful
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and enjoyable fortnight had been spent and we are now
looking forward to the T.A. Golden Jubilee Celebrations in
the near future, whilst small bets are being taken as whether
we will spend next camp at Southend, Wigan or the Outer
Hebrides.

" C " COMPANY
The company held a very successful publicity campaign
and day's training in Radiac Instruments and R.T. on
Saturday, 10th May.
Two Champs and a Landrover represented three
Radiation monitoring teams and a onetonner was based
at Coy. H.Q. on the Vine Cricket Ground "waste".
Radiation intensities were traced on the master map at
Coy H.Q. We had several radiac instruments and firmly
convinced several civilians that they were radioactive by
monitoring their wristwatches! Saturday mornings in
Sevenoaks are always pretty hectic—with all the outlying
villagers coming in for their weekly shopping and all the
community bowler hats changing into their fancy caps for
their morning visit to the town for coffee and stoops; most
of them brought their cars with them and we were able,
helped by the police and the Council to show ourselves in
the flesh. Three vehicles swarming to and fro through the
town's main streets convinced the inhabitants and shoppers
that at least a Battalion was moving north and another
moving south! Not having carriers with us this time, we
could not repeat our 1950 effort, when we blocked all main
road north/south traffic for over an hour when two carriers
shed tracks in both of the town's bottlenecks.
After an excellent lunch and tea brewed and detinned
by C/Sgt. Wood, we moved out into the surrounding
villages, doing a grand tour and finally finishing up at
2000 hours at the T.A. Centre.
Excellent photographs appeared in the Kent Messenger
and the Sevenoaks Chronicle.
On Saturday, 18th May, Ptes. Gowland, Chapman and
Burnett joined Major Large and the Mortar Platoon and
fired the 3inch mortar at Lydd.
On Tuesday, 27th May, our Advance Party left for
camp location at Carnoustie, Scotland. It consisted of
C.S.M. Baker, our P.S.I., C/Sgt. Wood and Sgt. Rump.
Camp.
Saturday evening, 31st May, saw us entraining at Tubs
Hill Station for Carnoustie. Our "freerunners", C.S.M.
Jones and Sgt. Ebbs—carrying Sgts. Palmer and Bateman
and Pte. Chapman had already left—and we wondered
whether they would get there. Quite amazingly they did!
We settled in at Barry and quickly sorted ourselves out
into our respective cadres. As a result, Sgts. Bateman and
Rump are now proficient on the Vickers MMG and Cpl.
Stevens knows which end of a 17pounder A/Tk gun is
which. Sgt. Palmer can now operate a 31 WS in the field—
even whilst asleep with the set and earphones on!
As a company we were sorry to say goodbye to Lt.
Nyren after his brief attachment to us, but we welcomed
Lt. Young again from the wilderness of Brigade H.Q. Lt.
Young did well enough on the Signals cadre to become
the C.O.'s "NigNog" on the Rover 31 WS. Sgt. Palmer,
operating the Coy. 31 set on the exercises, remarked on the
frequency with which Call Sign 9 requested permission to
close down and get another set. This was usually at
brewup time.
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Ptes. Gowland, Chapman, Burnett, Cosby, Mills,
Morgan and Sands served with the Rifleman's cadre, the
first three named enjoying scrambling over the Confidence
Area Assault Course. They swarmed over the obstacles
with great ease and verve, the smallest by no means being
the slowest or least game.
C.S.M. Jones—now our T.A. C.S.M.—helped run the
Riflleman's cadre. Lt. MacLachlan disappeared from the
Signals cadre to be L.O. at Brigade H.Q. on the exercises.
There wasn't a Brigade H.Q. on the first one.
Pte. Amos turned up for the second week, having sat
for his accountancy examinations—with success, we hope—
only to be told on his first day that he needn't trouble to
unpack as he was to be l.O.'s section clerk for the next
three days and nights on the two exercises.
Climatic conditions, topography and local colour, will,
we feel sure, be dealt with elsewhere in this news—but we
feel we should mention the wellmeaning helpfulness of
the truck driver who, giving a lift to C/Sgt. Wood and
Sgt. Rump, when C.S.M. Jones's car broke down on the
middle Saturday night, north of Montrose, took them some
ten miles past the camp entrance by mistake! They did,
however, arrive at camp at 0500 hours—followed by
C.S.M. Jones and Sgt. Bateman at 0900 hours—just in time
to shave and change for the church parade. Sgt. Ebbs'
green van, " Ummy
behaved well—although it was so
well fitted up as a dressing room for his tent that to dis
engage it was a major operation. Perhaps this extra luxury
helped him concentrate enough to become the Battalion's
best motor cycle rider in the trials—his success in which
we congratulate him. His coccyx has obviously recovered
from Castlemartin.
Something will have to be done about Pte. Gowland's
nocturnal prowling. Not content with literally turning the
Company out of bed whenever he is on guard, he forcibly
gives the Company Commander tea at 0430!—whether he
wants it or not. We saw little of C.S.M. Baker and C/Sgt.
Wood at camp—both being detached for Battalion duties—
but we were thankful for their tireless efTorts on the exer
cises—when they produced tea, stew and food at all hours
under the Q.M.
We missed Capt. Duggan and Mr. Rogers this year—
but hope to see them again before long.
Stop Press.
C.S.M. Jcnes's car took a level crossing like a bird on
the return journey from camp—only birds don't have
springs to break! !

" D " COMPANY
This is by way of a camp and postcamp contribution
to the News Letter. We were, I believe, the strongest
Company on the ground, certainly we seemed to have
provided a great many of the cadre members.
Owing to the absence of the Signal Sergeant, Cpl.
Lowes found himself performing the former's duties, par
ticularly on the Battalion Exercises, and he is to be con
gratulated on the way in which he took over.
On the eve of the Company's departure on the special
train for Carnoustie, we were pleased to be able tp swearin
another recruit, who enlisted as a boy, and although it was
too late for him to go to camp, we have been seeing him
on drill nights since our return.
Not very much happened of a purely Company nature
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at camp as, of course, it was essentially governed by the
cadres, but we should perhaps mention our own contribu
tions to the Recruits cadre, which was a total of six, and
all appear to have benefitted considerably from this.
Since our return there has been the Royal Review of
last Sunday, in which Cpls. Thorne and Carter and Sgt.
Ranson participated. For the latter it was a somewhat sad
event, because this was his last appearance with the Terri
torial Army after many years' service, before, during and
after the war. He is such a character both in the Company
and throughout the Battalion, that it would be wholly
wrong for his departure to New Zealand in a few days'
time to pass unmentioned in these columns. He and Sgt.
Pace have, at any rate since I have been with the Battalion,
had the reputation of being a " pair of inseparables " and
we were all therefore delighted to learn that Sgt. Pace has
decided to stay with us after Ted's enforced retirement.
He tells me that he thoroughly enjoyed the Royal Review,
which, he felt, provided a perfect ending to many happy
times and the long connection he has had in and in con
nection with the Territorial Army. 1 am sure that every
body in the Battalion will wish him the very best of good
fortune in New Zealand, and he will certainly be greatly
missed.
We accommodated, not as we had been led to believe
in certain quarters, over sixty participants in the Royal
Review, but, in fact, had just over thirty. However, we
were well supplied with mattresses, bedding, blankets,
catering equipment and cooks, and our overnight visitors
apparently thoroughly enjoyed themselves and had every
comfort. That the arrangements finally went off so
smoothly was in no small measure due to the everready
appearance of some six stalwarts who got all the bedding,
blankets, etc., laid out and generally prepared things before
the various detachments arrived.
There is very little else to report, as you can imagine.
Our next function is, of course, the Maidstone and Canter
bury part of the Jubilee Celebrations, for which we are
hoping to have a full attendance. The week following,
and subject to final timings, we are lending a hand to our
local Gunner Unit from Penge on the occasion of their
adoption by the Penge Urban District Council.

SUPPORT COMPANY
We have now packed away our kilt and have dropped
the prefix " Mac " from our conversation and having done
so we can look back more clearly at our first camp in
Scotland.
Despite the weather, we feel it was very enjoyable and
a great deal of useful training was carried out by all con
cerned. The three platoons ran cadres for the N.C.O.'s
from the rifle companies, and by the end of camp a very
high standard of training had been achieved.
The Mortars, under Major Large and Capt. Innes, with
Sgts. Jess and Jenner as instructors, ran a very high ranking
course as, by the time they had finished, they included in
this number a new C.S.M. and a new Colour Sergeant. It
is obvious from this that, like Guinness, Support Company
" is good for you ".
Capt. Ogilvie and Sgts. Ravilious and Maume also had
a bevy of Sergeants under their wing, all eager to be
budding machine gunners, and it is reported that Sgt. Rump

was very tempted to leave the solid ranks of " C " Company
for the gay life of the Machine Gun Platoon.
Lieut. Cyster and Sgt. Wake were responsible for the
antitank training and, although we did not see them very
often we did at least see some very effective firing by them
on the range. We would like to congratulate Sgt. Wake on
his very recent promotion and we wish him every success.
The real climax to our training came during the last
week when, in cooperation with the two Buffs Battalions,
we held a firing demonstration at platoon strength, which
was a very thrilling sight. The original plan had been for
each Battalion in the Brigade to be responsible for a platoon
demonstration but we cannot help pointing out that in the
end The Queen's Own ran both the antitank and the mortar
demonstration and also played a prominent part in the
machine gun shoot.
While we are blowing the Regiment's trumpet, we will
also blow our own and tell our readers that we won the
Battalion Rifle Meeting, much to everyone's surprise and
our own arrangements. Sgt. Ravilious also became the
second best shot in the Battalion and we hope he will do
even better next year.
We were very short of transport this year and, had it
not been for the noble efforts of Major Wood and Cpls.
Cheal and Fitzgerald, even our ever faithful carriers would
have been off the road. The shortage of transport forced
the Platoon Commanders to prove it possible to use a field
telephone to talk to the back of a " 15cwt." while sitting
in the front. This occurred during the very enjoyable and
instructive wireless exercise, as maps and vehicles were
issued to the scale of one map and one vehicle per three
Platoon Commanders. We feel the Daily Mail must have
had this in mind when it recently stated that the Territorial
Army must no longer be a shoestring army.
We would like to wish every success to our exCoy.
Comd. Major Marchant in his new career with the high
flying motorcycle act being put on by Bertram Mills Circus.
We would also like to thank C.S.M. Fox for all the
hard work he put in before and during camp which helped
to make it so successful for the Company.
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HE Depot is now plunged into the summer leave season,
which will explain the different style of these notes, and
the different views expressed, especially from the cricketing
angle.
The chief events of the month have been the passing out
of VITTORIA and ALMAREZ Platoons at which His Worship
The Mayor of Maidstone, Councillor W. G. SHERMAN, J.P.,
took the salute and addressed the parade, and the civic
opening at the Ritz Cinema on the first night of the film,
" DunkirkA display of Regimental relics, including
German weapons and accoutrements actually brought back
by soldiers of the Regiment in 1940. was shown in the foyer
of the cinema for a week. On the opening night a guard of
honour of twenty men from the Depot under Sgt. POTTS lined
the entrance to the cinema for the Mayor. Major SIVERS,
who represented the commanding officer, greeted the Mayor
on his arrival.
Cars have been the centre of attention for some time
during the month. Sgt. GORDON now drives in state in a
tenseater limousine, but Mr. COLES, cramped in a small and
decrepit twoseater M.G., maintains that his form of motor
ing is best. Two questions, however, spring to the minds of
his fellow motor sympathisers. First, what causes the pool
of oil the car stands in and, secondly, are the mudguards
really held together by the string tied to each side light.
Finally, the Adjutant's car. Feverish work, which went on
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night and day on " Minnie ", a luckless grey Riley, failed to
get the car on the road in time for his holiday. We hate to
say so, but perhaps a train is safer after all.
A word must next be said of the R.S.M. Having not
long returned from the annual camp of the 4/5 Bn., he is
about to be R.S.M. for that Bn. again during the T.A. cere
monies on July 5th. In fact, whenever an R.S.M. is required
R.S.M. WATTS is there ready to take up duties.
We hope that R.S.M. HILLS of the 4/5 Bn. will soon be
quite fit again.
Cricket has been continued with zeal during the month
and although the results are disappointing the matches played
have been thoroughly enjoyed by the Depot team. The match
against the Depot The Buffs, although lost by 43 runs, pro
duced some excellent cricket. The Buffs were bowled out for
112 and O.R.Q.M.S. MALTMAN bowled mediumpaced
swingers with great success to take 5 for 33. The Depot The
Queen's Own then were dismissed for 69. Of our 69 runs
the Commanding Officer batted skilfully to make 30.
There have been several arrivals and departures.
R.Q.M.S. STONE retired after 25 years' valued service to the
Regiment. A fine record. We wish him the very best of
good fortune in the future.
2/Lt. GOVAN has left us for 1 / R .W.K. and Captain
NORTON, who visited us in transit, went on the same ship with
the draft comprising VIMIERA and CORUNNA Platoons. With
them also went Sgt. ROSSGOWER after completing his tour
at the Depot.
We welcome Captain STEPHENS to the Depot. He is the
Q.M. designate and will start to take over from Major SIVERS
and also watch the delicate intricacies of the Tent Week and
grandscale T.A. and Reunion celebrations.
Welcome also to 2/Lt. SCOULLER on first appointment.
We hope that he will forgive us for mentioning to him
occasionally the other SCOULLER who has also recently been
through the Depot but who this time in the opposite and
ultimate direction.

y

Down They Go

204

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

Finally, welcome to Sgt. MACE, who is temporarily taking
over as Officers' Mess Sergeant: we Jiope it may be per
manent.

Depot Training Coy.
The beginning of this month (supposed to be " flaming
June ") started off as busy as ever. S.I. Turner, A.P.T.C.,
and L/Cpl. BISHOP, after weeks of hard work training a team
of recruits from VITTORIA and ALMAREZ Platoons, put on an
excellent P.T. display for the annual fete of the Boy Scouts'
Association at Maidstone. This type of keenness is very
much appreciated by all and, of course, is not only valuable
training for the recruits, but also helps to keep up the good
name of the/Queen's Own to the general public.
NIVE and PYRENEES Platoons have settled in well, and
as usual are tackling the various competitions with keen
rivalry. PYRENEES have so far won the struggle ball competi
tion and the cricket match, with NIVE coming a very close
second on both occasions.
VIYTORIA should be given the additional title of " Vic
torious VITTORIA " after the splendid show they put up to
beat their determined rivals, ALMAREZ, in all the six inter
platoon shields and also in the sports trophy and the Simpson
Cup. Due credit must go to Sgt. MARTIN and Cpls. WILDERS
and SMALLWOOD for their tremendous vigour throughout the
whole of the ten weeks' training. ALMAREZ, who won the
boxing match after a hard tussle, and the basketball com
petition to their amazement, fought well and were never
discouraged, always showing good sportsmanship and great
enthusiasm.
A Passing Out Parade is always a proud moment for
parents and by the number who turned up for VITTORIA and
ALMAREZ'S parade on the 20th June is most certainly proved.
The Mayor topk the salute on this occasion and, apart from
the inevitable rain, all went well.,
For several days before the weekend decided on for the
cook's outing, the messing staff were known to offer all kinds
of sacrifices (including unintended burnt offerings) to their
respective gods in return for some sunshine to replace the
constant rain. Their prayers were answered for, early one
weekend, in brilliant sunshine, a Bedford tenseater covered
with flags and pennants and driven by Sgt. FROST, looking
like a ship dressed for Trafalgar Day, and a furniture removal
van swept through the barrack gates heading towards Folke
stone. Aboard were Cpl. GOULD (Attached Personnel) and
L/Cpls. ANDERSON, WILSON and DAVIES and Ptes. GAUTRY
and LYNCH, together with camping equipment suitable for
both a safari "and an Antarctic expedition. I can leave to
your imagination the pleasures they were out to find but one
incident they might not care to mention, if they remembered
it clearly, aiiyway, was that after their first "quiet drink"
they drove/off to a camp in a remote part of the country.
The evening turned very cold; whilst the three sleeping in the
van were very " comfortable " the four huddled round a
solitary candle for warmth were feeling very dejected. To
make matters worse, when dawn eventually came they fojjnd
they were on the Hythe ranges. Departure was swift!
Apart from Pte. GAUTRY being spied on by some old
ladies as he did his morning exercises on the deserted beach
in his underwear and Pte. LYNCH being lost but not missed
when he fell in a mud hole, there were no more incidents.
The remainder of the weekend went well: lavish dining
in the best hotels—where even Pte. LYNCH was baffled by a

number of different spoons—and plenty of hot sunshine
helped to make it a weekend to remember,
The cooks had another outing recently. Pte. LEE was
caught in the tender trap and was married at East Ham
Church on Saturday, 21st June. Much to the happy couple's
surprise, although they should have guessed that something
of this nature would happen, they were greeted outside the
church by a guard of honour dressed in cooks' clothing,
armed with saucepan lids and soup ladles. It goes without
saying, the enjoyable time had by all at the reception after
wards. We take this opportunity of wishing Pte. LEE and
his wife all the best for the future.
Our best wishes also go to L/Cpl. WILSON and Pte.
GAUTRY, A.C.C., who have had their cards accepted and are
due for demob this week.
The telephone exchange in the days of Pte. GIBSON was
known as the " solitary confinement cell" but now, under
the new management of Pte. PRIMAROLA (Italian for woman
hater), it is difficult to guess whose voice controls this com
plicated machinery. It is believed he has requisitioned many
standins for use when he performs his many duty tours to
clean the telephones or to deliver messages.
Should you have been in the Depot one evening last
week you may have heard several types of peculiar explosions
or seen clouds of smoke rising from the Officers' Mess. It
was, in fact, just Mr. COLES " fixing " his vintage sports car,
and not the launching of a new guided missile, as many
people thought.
The various sports are still forming a large part of our
evening entertainment. Tennis is becoming more popular
with the purchase of some new rackets by P.R.I. This, with
the occasional athlete pounding round the track, together
with the cricketers practising, all adds to " Dicky " BIRD'S
already overbusy day.
All the junior N.C.O.'s are looking forward to their
outing soon and, although they feel they are quite indispens
able, they are nevertheless leaving their work to the Sgts.
Son : " Mother, is it correct to say ' water the horse'
when he's thirsty ? "
Mother : " Yes, dear."
Son : "Well, then I'm going to milk the cat."
»
*
*

He: " They tell me that the colonel is a sexagenarian."
She : " The old fool! And at his age, too! "
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QUtmoWN
PAsnpRtsm
ASSOCIATION
CRICKET.
Past and Present Association v. The Depot.

T

HIS match in the previous two years held attraction
for few people, although quite a fair number turned
up by teatime. On this occasion, however, there was quite
a large number of spectators who were there from start to
finish. The fine weather, so unexpected, seemed to bring
out not only local people but many visitors.
The O.C. Depot, Major Weymouth, had arranged lunch
in the Sergeants' Mess for fourteen visitors and Sgt.
Scrivens, the Mess Sergeant, looked after the London
Branch members very well. The R.S.M. was moving
house, so we were not able to meet him and thank him for
the extremely kind hospitality.
There were one or two absentees from the original
selected few for the P.P. team, but as this was allowed
for we took the field complete, with the following repre
senting the P.P.: C. W. Bruce, F. D. L. Davies, C. W.
Cannacott, H. Dumbrell, C. Dumbrell, J. Teer, W. Dunk,
G. Gibson, W. Waller, S. Weller, M. J. Smith—six from the
London Branch and five from Maidstone.
Among the spectators was Mr. Dunk, who was with
the T.A., R.W.K., prewar, being captured before Dunkirk,
spending most of the time in the same P.O.W. camp as
Fred Farrington. Jim Dumbrell was present, making the
journey from town with his brothers, who were playing.
Alf Waterman and Mr. Walters, whom we expected to be
in the team, were there, among others.
Major Guy Weymouth stayed for a long time—was
there until the end—and among the families were Mrs.
Hammond, Mrs. Waterman, Mrs. Maxlow, Mrs. Davies,
Mrs. and Miss Bruce, with her fiance, Mr. E. Harley, Mrs.
Jack Teer with friends, Ron and Mrs. Farrington, Jim
and Miss Pat Sergison, Sam and Mrs. Rudford, Mrs. and
young Richard Cannacott. There were lots of other
friends and relatives, children, names I know not, but a
fine gathering, and a lovely tea in buffet form for all
present.
Lt. Desmond Butler skippered the Depot and Major
Bruce called correctly for the P.P., putting the Depot
side in, so he stated, to allow his team to see what shape
the ball was and hope for luck with his old boys. The
Depot these days aren't strong, which was perhaps for
tunate for us. As both Davies and Gibson wanted to bowl
at the same end and having only Charles Dumbrell to toss
his spinners, the skipper decided to bowl himself at the end
opposite the Spider Huts.
Davies met with no success but Bruce managed to keep
a good length, tempted both openers to hang their bats,
and in a short time had taken four wickets, two caught
behind the wicket, one Ibvv. and one c. and b. During
this spell two beautiful throws by M. J. Smith ran out two

of the Depot, and once Gibson replaced Davies at the
pavilion end there was complete collapse, the Depot being
out for 31 runs. Gibson 4 for 7, Bruce 4 for 8, Davies
0 for 14, there being, as staled, two run out.
I noticed that a P.P. player of last year, Summersby,
was playing for the Depot, and one other player whom 1
knew very well, Q.M. S. Maltman, who was quite a useful
ball games player with the 1/Bn. in India. Both might
have made a lot of runs.
Cannacott and Davies opened our innings and before
long both were back in the pavilion, Busty being yorked
before he'd managed to get a sight of the ball and Davies
lbw. W. Dunk and Jack Teer managed to play themselves
in, however, and were soon smiting the ball good and
heartily until, when within two of victory. Jack was run
out taking a second run.
Gibson and W. Dunk carried us to a seven wickets
victory, honours going to the latter and Jack Teer. To
while away time, it was decided to hold a tenoverseach
match, losers to pay for the beer, and in this the Depot
took toll of our weak bowlers, every member less the
stumper bowled, whereas we kept missing all sorts of
donkey drops. They scored sixty runs to our forty.
We then drank the beer, made for the Sergeants' Mess
after both crates were sunk, and thoroughly enjoyed an
hour or so there. Sgt. Scrivens once more attended to our
wants and assisted to rock the jackpot machine when it
went out of order. There were several old friends present
and an excellent time was had by all.
Many thanks to the O.C. Depot, to "Dicky" Bird for
his wicket, our scorer whom I did not know, and to all the
members of the Depot eleven for their sporting display.
Thanks too, to Alf Waterman for making the arrangements,
to both our umpires, Mr. Maxlow and his partner, and to
all the P.P. team members for turning up to play, especially
those from London and even farther. Without their interest
and keenness there would have been no match.
A game has been tentatively arranged for 10th August,
and we hope to challenge the Depot in the winter to a
twenty minutes each half hockey match! As the average
age of the hockey eleven looks like being about 47, Heaven
may help us.
I have written the above without notes, so trust that
those members of the Depot side who ought to have
received a mention will forgve me, as I did not take a note
of any of their performances, bowling or batting.
THE SPIDER.

BROMLEY

BRANCH

Our May meeting was very depleted in numbers, but
one could reasonably understand it because the bus strike
was still on and most people were getting footsore and
thumb weary through footslogging and lift thumbing. We
did. however, manage to have quite a business meeting and
covered several subjects.
Unfortunately, we shall not be represented at the
P.P.A. v. Depot cricket match on June 29th, as our only
possible player is now ardently courting and most of you
know what that means.
An invitation to join in with Catford Branch on
Empire Day could not be taken full advantage of by our
members, again due to the bus strike, but Mr. Cockell
managed to make it, for it was only a little more than a
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mile each way. The return journey, however, was a little
irksome, for there was no band to lighten the step.
A Visitor
We had one visitor at our meeting, in the person of
Mr. R. Jewell. He had come along to enquire if any old
2/Bn. The Queen's Own members were around. He is 82
years of age and an old member of 2/Bn. East Surrey
Regiment. His object was to try to discover anyone who
was on the North West Frontier in the mid1890's and to
give further thanks for the wonderful treatment meted out
to his battalion when they came out of action very
bedraggled and fatigued from the Tirah campaign of 1897.
If any of the branches have such a member, doubtless
Mr. Jewell would be pleased to hear from them at his
address at 12, London Road, Bromley. He has in his
possession a photograph, taken in Rawal Pindi, which I
think is unique. It depicts a family group of the late Lord
Roberts with Lady Roberts and their son, as an officer in
the Rifle Brigade. He was conspicuous for his gallantry
in saving the guns at Colenso in South Africa in the Boer
War, and was posthumously awarded the V.C. His wife
is also in the family group. One wonders—was it the only
case ever for father and son to be winners of this coveted
distinction ?
Iwuzz THAYRE.

Always choose the best—

FUEMUNS

'ELEPHANT*

ALES

CHATHAM BRANCH
The June monthly meeting was opened at 8.10 p.m.
by the Chairman, Major G. W. Paice. Amongst those
present were Major Brothers (Branch President), Major
H. M. Smith (Hon. Secretary), C. J. Williams (Hon.
Treasurer), S. Thompson and E. J. Munchin.
Apologies for absence were received from E. Empett
and Alf Tapp. Silent tribute was paid to comrades who
had recently passed on.
The Hon. Treasurer's report was submitted and
approved.
An appeal for the family of Major Thatcher, deceased,
was to be referred to Headquarters.
Correspondence was also read from the British Legion,
Chatham, regarding Poppy Day Appeal, and from H.Q.
with reference to Standard Bearers' Competition, the T.A.
Jubilee, 5/6th July, Maidstone and Canterbury Reunion
arrangements.
The President, in his address, said he was not a magi
cian and had nothing special to produce from a bag. He
had visited Mrs. Wright, who is making good progress. He
had also recently visited the camp sites at Seaford, Sussex,
1924/26, finding two of them unaltered.
The meeting closed at 9 p.m.
The monthly draw was won by H. Wilkins (mine host,
" Hare and Hounds," Rochester). S. Thompson (Tommo)
is now mine host at the " Who'd a thought it?", Rochester.
G. ANCHORS, Correspondent.
Subscription rates :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies, 5d., post free.

I

FREMLINS LTD ' MAIDSTONE & LONDON
__
LONDON BRANCH

Held on the 27th June last, our annual general meeting
did not attract the usual A.G.M. attendance. Whether the
holidays or weather was the cause I cannot state, but even
though the attendance was large it was not up to previous
standards for electing the Committee, there being no more
than sixty present.
However, our President, Major General A. Riddell,
was there with Joint President Major A. J. Bredon, looking
very well, Colonel Clay, Lt.Cols. Durtnall, Chaplin and
Pink, Major Kemp also paying us one of his periodical
visits. Our veterans were really in full force. Bogie Childs,
Harry Edwards, Alf Toms, Fred Cox, Harry Freeman, Bill
Page—all on the ball—Bunny Hare, Ted Ballard, Harry
Elson, Scotty.
There were several wives among us, Mesdames Elson,
Wallace, Cox, Fenwick. Page, Hare. DePlanque. Stow and,
paying a welcome visit, Mrs. Lillian Wallace, widow of
Bill Wallace, who died in London last year. All our younger
members, those from 45 to 55 years of age, were present,
and there were, of course, several " babes " of about 40.
The meeting commenced at about 8.30 p.m. and lasted
for over an hour, which was for us quite a long time. We
pride ourselves in cutting down all " waffling " to a mini
mum, to enable members to do all that sort of stuff at the
bar, but this night we just could not hold the boys. Every
body wanted to get into the act, and this ended with the
meeting being closed with one or two items, which really
should have been discussed, being shut out. "Timber"
Marchant had a very fine message to deliver from informa
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tion gained at a visit to the London Branch of the Buffs
P. and P. Association. We didn't really get down to the
Reunion, which, although discussed in May, still left
several points unfinished. We can, fortunately, bash this
at our meeting which will be held on the Friday immedi
ately prior to the Reunion.
There is a shooting team which must be selected. I
know we have two or three of last year's team available,
and perhaps there are others who would like to volunteer to
shoot for us.
To get back to the meeting, and to state that it was
not the fault of the Committee or Chair it did go on so
long, it was really the number of debates, on items, which,
in the minds of a lot of us, perhaps a selected committee
could debate, and form rules or procedure. We hope that
at a future meeting, perhaps, this can be raised and voted
upon.
After the normal opening of previous minutes and
voting the minutes of the last A.G.M. were read. Trefor
Thomas handed over his chair to General Riddell, who
thereupon stated it was now time for the old Chairman and
Committee to retire and for ourselves to elect new ones,
and he invited propositions for the post of Chairman.
Now, last year, when our Chairman, Len Remfry,
handed over his office, he stated he just wanted a year's
rest. We have seen him twice since then, once at Christ
mas and once at the meeting following his vacation of the
Chair. There were many who expected him to arrive and
take over the reins; indeed, this would have given many of
us great pleasure, but it seems our old Chairman, who was
so vigorous in his efforts to make us a real, goahead
branch, has almost deserted us.
Here was a problem. We had Percy Hallett, who for
so long has been our very capable Treasurer. We couldn't
really afford to lose his services in lhat capacity, and,
privately, he had given this reason for not putting up. He
wanted to keep the accounts, which were being kept in a
new method, going on until he was sure he had all points
clear and correct. There was Bogie Childs: he, of course,
has far too many commitments already. There was Jim
Fenwick, but he wanted to retire from the Committee.
Robert Wilks was already holding an office elsewhere, and
felt he could not do this job in addition. Major Bruce
was asked, but begged to be excused: he was inclined to
be too dictatorial if in command, although, of course,
could be slapped down by his committee if need be! The
latter, then, rose to suggest one, who had not been a branch
member for a very long time, but who had served the
Regiment over a long period, had attended very regularly,
and who, if he would be willing, would make an excellent
chairman for us: Mr. Ted Ballard.
In view of the distance he has to travel to the branch,
Ted demurred at first, saying that his committee would find
difficulty in reaching him, etc., if necessary; but, on being
assured that this presented no trouble, he accepted, and the
branch was pleased to give a very hearty welcome to the
new Chairman.
The Committee, who have served us so well and long,
were voted in en bloc, less Mr. Fenwick, who wished to
retire. The new Chairman had a very good answer to this,
elect the retiring chairman, Mr. Trefor Thomas, as is the
case in local councils, the mayor retires to vice, and this
was done—Trefor being only too glad to help. I will not
dwell on the merits of our Committee—they are all grand

lads who serve the branch so well with never a grouse or
quibble, and I stated this last month.
A vote of thanks was recorded for the retiring chair
man and for his committee, and Trefor rose to thank the
latter for their great help during the past year, and asked
for this to be recorded.
The accounts side was debated and we were approxi
mately £140 to the good. The auditors had recommended
that, should we require a separate fund for entertainment
£5 only should be put into the fund to commence with, and
it should be built up with raffles, etc. Col. Basil Clay rose
and stated that, as about £20 had come in from members
through raffles, that sum should be placed to the entertain
ments. Major Bruce stated that if the branch held £100
against any emergency any sum above that amount should
be credited to entertainment, and made this a proposal,
seconded by Scruff Boughton.
Col. Clay's statement was formed into a proposal and
was voted the more popular, so the Entertainments Fund
has £20 to begin its life. A personal feeling is that with
£100 we can meet most emergencies, any benevolent
expenses are never more than £5. Hard cases are sent to
Maidstone for their approval and we have a mounting
credit, which is being put to no use whatsoever, and which
could be placed in a fund to dole out such cash as fares to
reunions, get togethers, other branch functions, etc., for
those of us who cannot afford to go, the Committee being
empowered to make such grants if deemed worthy. As it
is, we collect cash month by month, and it merely hoards,
reaping interest. As one of our members said, " What
will happen if ' ERNIE ' comes up in our favour ? "
Major Bredon was astounded that the collections we
make monthly go into a general fund. All our benevolent
grants are made from a General Fund. If it is desired to
separate the Benevolent Fund we may find eventually that
the Benevolent Fund cash will exceed all General and
Entertainments money. Where do we go from there ?
All the accounts waffling took a long time, and with
members getting a little fidgetty, we were then assailed
with a new terror—raffles. Uptodate, raffles have always
been a fair game in the branch. If somebody, out of the
goodness of his heart, brought along something to raffle
for the branch funds, it was accepted and members
applauded, paid their money and had a go. Nobody really
worried how the prize was offered. One of our members
rose to say he thought that the raffle prizes could be bought
from the Entertainments Fund. This brought a wail from
some, and our Chairman asked who would pop along with
a raffle prize in the future. Seven people stated they would
but this semed to give the original proposer the notion that
he personally should donate, but, like others, could not
afford to do so. This caused another, an honorary member
this time, to say he would donate seven raffle prizes, thus
making up a year's worth of such, which offer, being grace
fully accepted by the Chairman, who, being so surprised to
get to the end of such a lengthy debate, promptly closed
the meeting, forgetting to ask old Timber if he had any
thing to say.
Perhaps we were lucky here, because once old Timber
gets going one has the impression he has been innoculated
with a gramophone needle, and he'd have wanted some
stopping once in his stride! Say it in July. Timber.
Anyway, we have a new Auditor now, in place of
Lt.Col. Geoffrey Elliott, who says our President is pro
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bably going to teach outside England, and will not be avail
able. There was a letter from Mr. Tickner, who, states
Mr. Marchant, will be Standard Bearer for the Branch at
the Reunion Competition.
Mrs. Elson gave us all a very graphic description of
Mrs. Dorrell in her Retired Home, and we were all
thoroughly interested to hear how well the latter is in
health and how happy in mind and spirit. Mr. Bogie
Childs withdrew his suggestion to find her new quarters,
once Mrs. Elson had told her story. For a lady of age
of Mrs. Dorrell, the latter is really in great fettle. May
she have many happy years left to enjoy in the present
home. I understand, too, that Mrs. Henry Lovell has paid
her a visit. That name interested me, because I feel sure
if Henry Lovell popped along to see us he would be sure
of a hearty welcome at our Branch. You, too, Mrs. Lovell.
Haverfordwest has happy memories for one or two here,
Malvern, too!
Mrs. Elson was accorded a vote of thanks for her visit,
and we trust we shall hear more of Mrs. Dorrell from time
to time. Mr. Marchant had found time to visit Weary
Williams, and he will get an opportunity next month, we
hope, to report on this.
Jack Hunt had attended the annual reunion of the
10th Royal Hussars, of which a visitor occasionally with
us is a member. I refer to Harry Ellis, of course. .A
dinner, and it was well attended, was held at the Porchester
Hall.
At the cricket match, Past and Present v. The Depot,
we covered ourselves with glory, The Spider collecting four
scalps (who said I couldn't bowl?) Jack Teer wielded the
. willow to great effect, Harry Dumbrel made a great catch,
I robbed Charles Dumbrel of emulating this performance,
and Bandy Waller being great in the country. Busty
Cannacott can be said to have been our sixth member. The
Branch thanks Maidstone, their Branch, the Depot, Major
Guy Weymouth in particular for an excellent lunch and
tea, to Desmond Butler for his sporting team. An
excellent day, with a vote of thanks to Sgt. Scrivens later.
We all thoroughly enjoyed it. More of this elsewhere.
I understand that Col. Paul Crook has met with a
motoring accident and has sustained injuries, the extent of
which is not yet known, although I believe an arm injury
is. certain. We trust you will soon be on the road to
recovery, Paul, and back in harness. I had this given to
me when I asked whether you were playing any regimental
cricket!
So much for June and our A.G.M. We look forward
to another year under Ted Ballard, to whom we shall give
our usual support. We look forward to a good day at the
Reunion and meeting old friends once more. There are
those we shall miss, but these we shall remember in our
conversations, of that I am sure.
THE SPIDER

SHORNCLIFFE BRANCH
The usual quarterly meeting of the Shorncliffe Branch
took place at the " Fleur de Lys ", in Sandgate, on Friday,
4th July, instead of in August, in order to discuss details
of the Annual Reunion on the 27th.
We hope that a number of our members will attend
to represent the branch.
For various reasons, the meeting was a small one.

However, we were pleased to see Col. Pulverman amongst
those present, looking well and cheerful as usual; as well
as Mr. Rapley, who also managed to make it.
Those members who were unable to be present will be
pleased to know that, as a result of a steady increase, our
finances are now in a very satisfactory condition.
I. R. L.

TONBRIDGE AND TUNBRIDGE WELLS
The meeting this month had a better attendance and
our Chairman, Major N. S. C. Elmslie, reported that the
members and friends of the Branch had a splendid time at
the Royal Tournament. All who had seen the show before
were agreed that this year was the best ever that had been
staged.
We were glad to have with us the one and only Jack
Breadon, M.B.E. Fresh from the floods of Scotland, he
was in fine form and declared that never again would he
leave old England unless it be to fight a bull in sunny Spain.
It is with deep regret that we have to record the
passing of our old friend and honorary member, Brigadier
W. F. Latham, D.S.O. Brigadier Latham was held in high
esteem by all who knew him. In the branch and in Civil
Defence, where he was in charge of Tonbridge District
Control, he made many friends. He left Tonbridge on
Saturday, the 28th June, to attend the reunion of his old
Regiment at Leicester, and, having made his speech, he
suddenly passed away. This is the way he would have
wished it, but he leaves behind many friends who will
mourn his loss and remember the genial fellow that he was.
The Chairman said that he was sorry to hear that
Major R. Cleaver was again not so well, having had to
return to hospital. He said he was sure that all members
would wish him a speedy recovery.
The party who witnessed the T.A. Jubilee Parade in
Hyde Park had a wonderful time, even if some of it was a
drenching one. It was a grand show and the branch were
indeed fortunate in being placed in such a good position
near the Royal stand.
T. L. S.

«
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
T h e White Horse of Kent with motto "Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive,"
"Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 1884-85," "South Africa, 1900-02" "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18." "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Poziers,"
"Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"
"Moival," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilckem," "Langemarck. 1917," "Menin Road." "Polygon Wood." "Broodselnde," "Passchendaele," "CambraJ.
1917, '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys." "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bpaume,
1918," "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy." "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal." "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418." "Italy, 1917-18," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem." "Jericho," "Tell ' Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" S h a r q a t , " "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h - W e s t E u r o p e , 1 9 4 0 , " "Alam el Haifa," " E l A l a m e i n , "
"Djebel Aboid," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Mcdjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 1943," "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa, 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily. 1943," "Termoli," "San Salvo," "Sangro," "Romagnoli," "Impossible
Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley,' "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo," "Advance to
Florence." "Monte Scalari," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridge head." "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte Spaduro," "Senio."
"Argenta Gap." "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 1940-42," "North Arakan," "Razabil," "Mayu Tunnels,"
"Defence of Kohima" "Taungtha," "Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian

Army :

1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

Battalions :

British Forces Post Office 53.

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

2nd. A.C.F. Bn.. Tunbridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the
Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone.
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Christmas Cards, 1958

QE6itorial
The Editorial Chair
S we go to press, the Editor is on a welldeserved
holiday with his family. I'm sure our readers will join
with us in wishing them a pleasant, restful and happy
holiday.

A

*

^

*

It is with regret that this issue contains no
news from the 1st Battalion, who, without doubt,
are too busy to spend time on such trivial matters
as Q.O.G. notes, when they are Actively Engaged
On KeeP'nS AS8res've elements in Cyprus under
control.
We understand their difficulties and look for
ward to giving our readers the " griff " next month.
It is possible that the Battalion notes may
reach us later this month, but the Editor (Tem
porary) was faced with the dilemma of postponing
publication indefinitely, thus upsetting our printers
and delaying publication, or, on the other hand,
taking the bold step of going to press, minus the
Battalion notes. In the end it was decided to adopt
the latter course in the choice of two evils. We
sincerely hope that our readers will understand
and concur in our decision.

The picture printed below has been selected by the
Regimental Committee for this year's Christmas Card and
is taken from a painting of the Officers' Mess Block at the
Depot, Maidstone, by Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
There will be two types of card available, one will be
the picture in colour inside, crest outside and tied with
Regimental ribbon, which will cost l/4d. per card and the
other with the picture outside in colour and crest inside
above the greetings at 1/ld. per card, all post free.
It will be noticed that the cost of the cards is lower this
year, which is due to the reduction in the purchase tax.
Please complete and return order forms to Regimental
H.Q. as soon as possible. This is particularly important for
orders from overseas.
*

*

*

*

Regimental Diaries, 1959
Order froms for Regimental Diaries for 1959 have been
sent out. The response so far has been very poor.
If you want a diary, order it now from Regimental
H.Q. Prices are :—
Wallet (complete with pencil)
18/4
Leather
Plexide

„
„

Refill for Wallet

„
„


,,
„


5/4
4/4
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THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
20lh Annual Reunion
Elsewhere in this issue will be found full details of
our 20th Annual Reunion. We olfer our thanks to all
those who worked so hard contributing to the success of
the day and particularly to the Band of the Junior Wing
Royal Marine School of Music from Deal.
Messages of good wishes were received by General
Oliver as under :
From Her Majesty The Queen
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Social and Personal

T

HERE is a dearth of social and personal news this
month.

The presence of so many popular and wellknown
personalities at the Annual Reunion makes it invidious
to mention names.

" Please convey to all ranks, past and present, The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, assembled at
their annual reunion, the Queen's sincere thanks for their
kind and loyal message which Her Majesty much appreci
ates."—Private Secretary.

The General's visiting book, however, records the
names of Major Mike Read, Major Pat Elgood and Lt.
Col. Manners, none of whom, 1 believe, were able to attend
the Reunion.

From Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent

We are indebted to Major Sivers for the information
that yet another exmember of the Regiment has been
employed in Maidstone Jail—exCorporal Hazelwood. He
will be well remembered for his boxing capabilities whilst
serving.

" Would you please convey to all ranks, past and
present, of my regiment, my very best wishes for a most
enjoyable reunion and sincere thanks for their kind mes
sage."—Marina, ColonelinChief.
From our 1st Battalion
" Best wishes for a successful reunion, from all ranks
1st Battalion in the Field. Running them in."—Flint.
From MajorGeneral Talbot
" Best wishes for successful reunion; wish I could be
with you."—Dennis Talbot.
From 2nd A.C.F. Battalion
"Four members Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells
Branch on training with 2nd A.C.F. Bn. Queen's Own, wish
you all the very best of reunions."—Invicta.
«

*

*

We offer our heartiest congratulations to the Ton
bridge and Tunbridge Wells Branch on winning the Standard
Bearers' Competition. (Mr. Jessop was their standard
bearer), and to Catford Branch on winning the shooting
competition. Maidstone Branch were runnersup.

+

REGIMENTAL

—

MUSEUM

The Curator is most grateful for the following gifts
presented to the Regimental Museum during July :—
H. Crook, Esq.—Officer's Helmet (R.W.K.), swords,
African exhibits, horns, etc.
Major P. N. Elgood—Decorations and medals of the
late Major G. Elgood, D.S.O.
Major R. G. C. Brock, O.B.E.—Decorations and
medals.
Mr. H. J. Smith—4 medals, L.S.G.C. No. 371, Sgt. H.
Smith. 2/Vol., R.W.K.: Punjab 18978. Queen's S.A., 3
bars; King's S.A., 2 bars, of No. 4315 J. Edwards, R.W.K.
Mr. Lafferty—Snaps of India, 1935.
Col. E. S. Kerr—Scarlet tunic, R.W.K.
Lt. L. A. S. Tizard—Victory Medal, Pte. H. Standing,
R.W.K.
R.L.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

The bush telegraph informs us that Col. Eason had
an accident at his home before he left to go on leave. It
is understood that he slipped in his garden and fell down
some steps, suffering from shock.
We sincerely hope that he has recovered. He will
require all his strength and energy to land that salmon he
has been dreaming about since his last visit to the Lake
District.
*

*

*

*

During the absence of the Editor, the chair is graced
by the presence of Major Reg. Love. At the moment he
is in the throes of raking in all the cash he can to keep the
Regiment solvent. All contributions are gratefully received
without comment. Bankers' Orders seem to be his
speciality.
*

*

*

*

The photograph published below depicts two senior
officers of the Regiment who were attending a Household
Maintenance course.
It was certainly a rare, if not unique, occasion for two
Queen's Own officers to attend a course of this nature at
the same time.
It will be noted that both are suitably attired and ready
for civilian life.
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Col. H. F. Grace, the new Brigade Colonel, visited
Regimental Headquarters on his initial visit to the Depot.
Col. Grace is not a stranger, as he paid visits here
at Maidstone when he played cricket for The Buffs.
Unfortunately the visitors' book docs not record if he
is related to the celebrated W.G.
*

*

*

*

R. H. Whitty, Esq.. reported on first appointment. He
is the son of the late Lt.Col. John Whitty and consequently
related to our late Colonel of the Regiment, Brigadier N. I.
Whitty.
He should be a useful addition to the Regimental
Cricket team if he can wield a bat as usefully as his father.
We welcome him into the Regiment.
4

WEDDING

The wedding was held at St. Nicholas' Church. Charl
wood, and the reception, attended by 300 guests, at
Charlwood Park Farm House.
The bridegroom, who is serving with The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment in Cyprus, had come home on
leave for the wedding.
Canon W. GraingerThompson officiated and the organ
was played by Mr. K. Eade.
The Bridal Dress
The bride was wearing a dress of pale pink satin and
white organza with embroidered roses. Her outfit included
matching satin shoes and a headdress of pale pink petals
with seed pearls and a long veil. She carried a bouquet.
She was given away by her father.
Attending the bride were Miss Rosemary ScottRani,
Miss Shirley Ann ScottRam and Miss Susan Jane Scott
Ram (her sisters). Miss Jennifer Harrison. Miss Susan Mill
bourn and Miss Elizabeth Lord. Her threeyearsold
brother, Michael, acted as page.
Best man was Sir William Goring. Bt., friend of the
bridegroom.
During the service the choir sang a composition by
Elgar.
Mr. and Mrs. Durtnell left for their honeymoon in
Paris and Spain, the bride travelling in a blue linen French
cut skirt and nautical jacket, matching shoes, sailor hat
and gloves.



QUEEN'S OWIN V, THE BUFFS

O

Mr. R. J. Durtnell—Miss F. G. ScottRam
A church decorated with a mass of flowers. A guard
of honour by officers of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, providing an archway of swords. A reception
in a beautiful old world farmhouse. And tea in a marquee
in a garden a blaze of colour.
This was the setting on Saturday for the wedding of
Mr. Richard John Durtnell, son of Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell
(late of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment) and
Mrs. Durtnell, of Bromley, and Miss Frances Gillian
ScottRam, daughter of Mr. Herbert ScottRani, of South
Nutfield, Surrey, and Mrs. Alan Brook, of Charlwood Park
Farm House, Charlwood, Surrey.

N Saturday, 12th July, the annual contest with The
Buffs was staged at The Wildernesse Country Club,
Sevenoaks.
After last year's walkover for our team, the Buffs had
rallied a far stronger side for this match whereas ours was
noticeably weaker.
Despite this, however, we came out " all square " on
the day by being one down in the morning's foursomes and
one up in the singles after lunch.
There was some very exciting finishes when several
matches and indeed the contest as a whole, were decided by
the final putt on the 18th.
A very enjoyable day it was and we were all most im
pressed by the splendid facilities at this very lovely club.
The lineup and results were as follows : —
FOURSOMES
BUFFS
QUEEN'S OWN
Cobb/Bollon
4 v. .Scott/Weymouth . . . .
Pearson/May
1 v. WingfieldStratford/
Hicks/Meyrick . . . . 4 v.
Clay 0
Turner/ Hoare
T

Cobb
May
Bollon
Pearson
Hicks
Meyrick

SINGLES
0 v. Scott
J v. Turner
1 v. Weymouth
0 v. Young
0 v. Hoare
1 v. Cunningham
24

1
4
0
1
1
0
34
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REGIMENTAL GOLF MEETING, 1958

S

IXTEEN members gathered at Wrotham Heath Golf
Course on Friday, 1 Ith July, for our annual meeting.
It was a hot, steaming sort of day when the Singles
matches started off at the first tee at about 10 o'clock.
It was very nice to see the younger members taking
such a keen interest in this Regimental event and we hope
this will encourage a larger turnout in future years.
Tom Page was in better form than ever—going out in
33 and returning in 36 to win the Bonham Carter Cup by
a margin of 10 strokes from Lt.Colonel Harold Scott.
Tom also won the Kent County Playing Fields Cup in
the Handicap match as well as returning a winning " 2 up "
in the Bogey match to become the triple champion of the
morning's event. He was also joint winner with Lt.Colonel
Scott in the Foursomes after lunch.
The Colonel of the Regiment and R. C. M. " Private"
Jenkins battled to a standstill in the tropical heat of a blasted
heath. No'doubt the press would be interested to hear
more about " The General who thrashed a private on the
16th Green."
Lady Betty Oliver very kindly gave away the prizes at
the end of a very pleasant gathering, and we are once
again indebted to the Committee and Mr. Job for catering
for us so well.
Details were : —
SINGLES
SCRATCH—
Winner—T. Page
69
Runnerup—Lt.Colonel H. E. Scott
79
HANDICAP—
Winner—T. Page
68
Runnerup R. N. Young
73
BOGEY—
Winner—T. Page
2 up
Runnerup 1 —G. Reeves
3 down
BOOBY PRIZE—
K. Ellwood
?
FOURSOMES
Winners—Lt.Colonel H. E. Scott/T. Page .. 37
Runnersup—R. N. Young/G. F. Warner .. 33
G. Reeves/R. Hulme
33



NOTICE
44th DIVISION (1939/1942) OLD COMRADES'
RALLY, 1958
It is proposed to repeat the 44th Division Old Com
rades' Rally prior to the El Alamein Reunion on Friday,
October 24th, 1958.
The Rally will take place at The New Inn, 252, West
minster Bridge Road, London, S.E.I (south of Westminster
Bridge) on Friday, October 24th, between 5 p.m. and 6.30
p.m.
Tickets, 5/ each, are obtainable from : —
The Hon. Secretary, O.C.A.,
c/o H. J. Green & Co. Ltd.,
Aldringham Works, Hove 3, Sussex:
and a cheque or postalorder (with stamped addressed en
velope) should accompany all applications.

20'«h ANNUAL REUNION

M

ORE than in recent years, the strong associations
between The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regi
ment and the Royal Marines were apparent at the annual
reunion of the Queen's Own Past and Present Association
at Maidstone on Sunday. Many townspeople saw the
parade through the streets to All Saints' Church, the regi
mental church, where the Mayor and Corporation attended
the annual reunion service conducted by the Vicar of
Maidstone, Canon F. L. M. Bennett.
Headed by the Band of the Junior Wing, Royal Marine
School of Music, from Deal, the parade then marched to
the cenotaph in Brenchley Gardens, where wreaths were
laid by the Mayor, Councillor W. G. Sherman, and the
Colonel of the Regiment, Lt.Gen. Sir William Oliver. Last
Post and the Long Reveille were sounded by bugler Naylor,
and two minutes' silence were observed.
As the gates of the Regimental Depot in Sandling
Road were reached, a late Colonel of the Regiment, Lt.Gen.
Sir James O'Dowda, aged 87, joined the parade for the
march past. Again the Marines' connection was evident
at the lunch for 155 people in the new gymnasium, when
the traditional custom of piping the men to dinner was
observed.
The history of the regiment records that in the mid
dle of the 18th century the 50th Foot, which became the
West Kent Regiment in 1782, was employed as a marine
unit. First mention of this is in 1778. when it took part under
Admiral Keppel in an indecisive attack on the French
Fleet off Ushant.
Queen's Message
During the lunch a telegram from the Queen, and
another from the Duchess of Kent. ColonelinChief of the
Regiment, were read by General Oliver. There were other
telegrams from the 1st Battalion, now seiving in Cyprus,
MajorGen. Talbot, Deputy Colonel, and four members
of the Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells branch.
An afternoon of games, entertainment and social
activities was only spoilt when rain at the end of the day
prevented the holding of the grand finale, the Beating of
Retreat. Items on the programme included a P.T. display
by recruits in their ninth week of training, under the
direction of Sgt. Instructor Turner: an interbranch shoot
ing comptition which was won by Catford branch and races
for children and old soldiers. Prizes were donated by
Messrs E. Sharp and Sons, Ltd. There were also sideshows
and a Punch and Judy show for the children.
Packed Museum
The Regimental Museum (Major Love, Curator), was
capacity filled for two hours. Two of its proudest relics—
guns captured by the Army of the Sutlej in 18456 and
presented to Sir Henry Hardinge, CommanderinChief
and Governor General of India—were on view in the open.
Widespread praise was expressed for the 16 and 17
yearsold boys of the Royal Marine Band, who continued
to play for most of the afternoon. Among the Old Con
temptibles present was one of the regiment's three Chelsea
Pensioners, Sgt. "Tom" Vidler.
An early event of the day was a standard bearer's
competition, which was won by Tonbridge and Tunbridge
Wells branch. The standard bearer was Mr. Jessop. This
was followed, prior to the church parade, by the annual
inspection, carried out by General Oliver.
Photos on pages 222 and 223
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS

CORRESPONDENCE

Extracts from London Gazette

Dear Capt. Stephens,
I thank you for your letter of 13th inst., and this is
to confirm the suspicion ! of former members of lst/5th
Battalion as to my identity. I was posted from the 1st
Battalion, then stationed in Dublin, early in 1913, as P.S.I,
to the 5th Territorial Battalion at Bromley, in relief of a
Sgt. Reynolds and served there as Instructor to A and B
Coys, and H.Q. clerk. At that time, I think, Reeves was
R.S.M. and stationed at Dartford.
1 served with the 5th Battalion proceeding to Jhansi,
India, in October, 1914, and left the unit on being appoin
ted to a permanent commission as Second Lieutenant early
in 1917 and posted to the 2nd Battalion and temporarily
attached to 9th Bn. Warwickshire Regiment at Belgaum
(South India), subsequently proceeded to Mesopotamia and
was employed on various staff duties, the last one being
Offg. Staff Corps, Kurna Section, L. of C.
Granted 28 days leave to the U.K. towards the end
of 1918. I then joined the 2nd Battalion at Rugeley, Staffs,
where it was reforming after the 1st War, from there down
to Dover and then the unit was sent to Germany as part
of the Army of Occupation. At the end of 1920, 1 came
home on 28 days leave at the end of which I got orders
to proceed to Dublin and attached to the 1st Bn. The King's
Own Royal Lancaster Regiment during the Irish trouble.
The 2nd Battalion then came over from Germany and I
was reposted to it at Newry (Northern Ireland) after the
treaty was signed in the south. I retired while stationed
there in July, 1922, with substantive rank of Lieutenant.
In 1938 I registered at the War Office for service in
any capacity, but owing to age could only obtain employ
ment with the Home Forces during the 2nd World War,
at the end of which I was granted the honorary rank of
Major, having served in that rank for three years. I was
then approached and accepted command of the Army Cadet
Force at Torquay and retired from this about 1946.
1 labour you with this detail of our line service as,
no doubt, my old friends of the 5th Bn. would like to know
something about it. 1 am, by the way, now 73 years plus a
couple of months and quite fit, I'm pleased to say.
Of course, we know Miss Parkin, who is, I understand,
now doing a job up Hereford way, she is a first cousin
to Mrs. Lander and is daughter of a sister of her mother's.
Apparently Mr. Brown knows me, but I cannot place
him at the moment, anyhow please remember me to him.
I am still a subscriber to the Queen's Own Gazette
and so I receive it every month.
1 would like to convey my greetings to any old com
rades of the 1st, 5th Battalion, my association with it is
still a most pleasant memory.
Yours sincerely,
Fred. J. Lander.

REGULAR ARMY
Lt.Col. P. C. M. Buckle (63614) retires on retired pay,
27th July, 1958. (Reserve liability).
2/Lt. C. G. Champion (448927) to be Lt., 27th July. 1958.
Lt.Col. D. H. Andrews, M.C., (44032) Emp. List (1) (late
R.W.K.) having exceeded retiring age is placed on
retired pay, 29th July, 1958. (Reserve liability).
Lt.Col. P. E. Crook, D.S.O., O.B.E., (68434) Emp. List (1)
(late R.W.K.) on completion of tenure of employment
remains on full pay (Supny.) 13th March, 1958.
National Service List
23422552 Cadet Jonathan Robert Govan (456097) to be
2/Lt., 10th May, 1958.
S.S.R.C.
Capt. (Q.M.) W. G. Hunt (416856) relinquishes his commn.
on completion of service, 24th July, 1958.
Regular Ariny Reserve of Officers (Class 111)
Lt. P. D. Bowen (433985) from Res. of Officers National
Service List, to be Lt., 15th July, 1958, retaining his
present seniority.
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
(National Service List)
2/Lt. R. C. Britton (450734) to be Lt., 15th July, 1958.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
National Service List
2/Lt. S. E. Cunningham (451134) from Regular Army
National Service List, to be 2/Lt., 1st July, 1958, with
seniority 5th January, 1957.
MEDALS AND DECORATIONS
Lt. (Q.M.) J. E. Grubb, M.B.E. (451841) awarded the Long
Service and Good Conduct Medal (Military) without
gratuity, 19th October, 1957.
4
Good sportsmanship we hail, we sing.
It's always pleasant when you spot it.
There's only one unhappy thing :
You have to lose to prove you've got it.

Primrose and
Len Dairies, Ltd

4.
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OBITUARY

T

HE Rev. A. R. Castle
officiated a t t h e
funeral service for Capt.
Harry George Rogers,
M.B.E., M.C., of Wyn
don, Postley Road, Maid
stone, at the Cemetery
Chapel, Maidstone, on
Wednesday, 23rd July.
Capt. Rogers died at
Linton Hospital the pre
vious Friday, leaving a
son and two daughters.
He served in The
Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment for 37
years, enlisting at Maid
stone in October, 1889.
He first saw action
on the NorthWest Fron
tier, India, in 18971898,
winning the Tochi Medal
and clasp.
Commissioned as Lieutenantquartermaster in 1912,
Capt. Rogers went to France with the British Expeditionary
Force on the outbreak of war in 1914.
WOUNDED IN 1916
He saw much of the fighting in Belgium and France,
and in 1916 was wounded at Caterpillar Wood, Mon
tauban.
Gallant service under fire earned Capt. Rogers the
Military Cross and he received the decoration from King
George V. and was also awarded the M.B.E. In addition,
he held the 1914 Mons Star, the British War and Victory
Medals, the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal and
the King George V Coronation Medal (1911).
Too old to serve with the Forces, Capt. Rogers served
as an Air Raid Warden in Maidstone during the 19391945
War and was awarded the Defence Medal.
A Freemason, he was a member of the Military
Jubilee Lodge, and became a Joining member of Robinson
Lodge.
He had been a widower for 13 years.
MOURNERS
Chief mourners at the funeral service were: Mr. and
Mrs. H. J. Rogers (son and daughterinlaw), Mr. and Mrs.
A. J. Watts, Miss A. M. Rogers (soninlaw and daughters),
Mr. J. H. O. Emery, Mrs. W. G. Winslett, Mr. W. G.
Winslett and Mr. H. Ayton (cousins).
Also present were Lt.Col. A. A. Eason, Lt.Col. E. S.
Kerr and Lt.Col. A. Howe (representing The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment).
Interment followed at Maidstone Cemetery.
Funeral arrangements were carried out by J. T.
Pickard, 58, Lower Stone Street.
The family of the late Capt. H. G. Rogers wish to
express their appreciation of the floral tributes and
messages of sympathy from relatives and friends following
their late bereavement. Special thanks to staff of Linton
Hospital.
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I would like to do my best to pay tribute to that
grand soldier of the Regiment, the late Capt. H. G. Rogers,
M.B.E., M.C.
Of the earlier days of his military career I am not
qualified to write. I do know that as R.S.M. of the
1st Battalion he was held in great awe by all who served
under him, for he was very, very stern and strict, but also
very just.
When the 1st Bn. sailed for France in August, 1914,
Rogers was its Quartermaster. As such he served con
tinuously, and with quite outstanding ability, for two long
and troubled years. During all that time, and no matter
how dire the circumstances, he never failed to get rations
and mail to the Bn. every night. In all this lime there
were only two nights on which he did not himself take
the ration parties up.
From this distance of time, it is difficult to realise
what this meant in terms of effort, strain and skill. On
greasy, broken pave roads, sometimes in pitch darkness,
in snow and ice, or under shell fire, he never failed in his
nightly pilgrimage. I am sure that Rogers thought nothing
of this. To him it was his duty, and therefore something
that must be carried out to the full, no matter what the
circumstances.
In the normal course of events, drafts, on their way
to join the Bn. in the line would report at the Transport
Lines. Very young and green subalterns—perhaps a week
out of Sandhurst, single pips shining whitely on their
sleeves—always met with a kind and friendly reception
from the quiet and soldierly figure who greeted them.
The memory of such a meeting remains with one at least
of these.
As the months went by, Rogers became the one fixed
point in an everchanging Bn. It is not for junior officers
to assess the qualities of a Quartermaster, but the high
regard and affection that Col. Buchanan Dunlop had for
Rogers was plain for all to see. Many years later he
confirmed this when talking about old times.
The law of averages caught up with Rogers at last.
When the battle of the Somme was at its height towards
the end of July, 1916, and the Bn. was in the line about
to be committed to a disastrous night attack near High
Wood, he was severely wounded by a shell. He was
bringing up the rations at the time. This brought his
active sqrvice career to a close.
Time has blurred the lines of the many stories about
him that used to go the rounds. They were all nice ones,
and out of them a clear picture of the man emerges. It is
of an erect, soldierly figure, quiet, steadfast and utterly
reliable, a master of his job, kind to the innocent, but
stern indeed to any who failed to live up to his own high
standard.
The French have a medal for those who deserve well
of their country. Rogers surely deserved well of his, and
of the Bn. he served so faithfully and loved so much.
Yours faithfully,
E. S. Kerr.
It was with consternation that I heard of the death of
Jack Rogers when L arrived at the Annual Reunion. I
had no idea that he had been ill, and regret that through
not knowing this I was unable to attend his funeral.
I knew Jack Rogers for nearly 60 years, serving under
him when he was R.S.M. of the 1st Bn., from private to
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coloursergeant.
He was a strict disciplinarian, at the
same time one who inspired those under him to study and
become proficient in their profession as soldiers. He told
you when you were wrong, but was the first to give praise
for anything that he considered merited appreciation, and
at all times one could approach him for advice, which was
willingly given.
There was no belter Quartermaster in the Army for
active service. Whenever the Bn. was in a tight spot,
whatever the weather and the shelling, he endeavoured and
in most cases succeeded in bringing up hot food for the
troops, and he never failed to bring the rations up to
Headquarters when the Bn. was in the trenches.
During the wet weather of 1915 he instituted the
policy of bringing up to the trenches each night a clean
pair of socks for every man, and taking back the dirty
ones for washing; this arrangement saved many a man
from frost bite. He was also responsible for the purchase
of portable baths, so that when, as on the Somme, per
manent bathing establishments were not available, every
man was able to get a warm bath and a change of wash
ing. These arrangements were carried out to the end of
of the war.
1 was with him when, at Caterpillar Valley, he was
severely wounded while bringing up the rations before
the battle of High Wood. His first consideration was for
the N.C.O.s and men with the Transport, and he would
not be carried away till he had ascertained that these
rations had been despatched. It was a sad day for every
officer and man in the Bn. when we heard he had been
invalided home.
He was one of my best friends, and when in Maid
stone 1 made a practice of visiting him and enjoying a
chat over old times in the Regiment, a Regiment he helped
to make and adored.
He will be greatly missed by those who recognised
his worth. 1 for one will never forget him.
R. Brown.

At the end of the war, when British troops were
leaving India, he was transferred to the embarkation staff
at Karachi, where he continued to serve until most of the
changeover had been completed.
Dick was married in Bombay, and of the marriage
there were two chddren, a girl and a boy. The boy came
to this country and joined the R.A.F. in the early days
of the last war. He was later posted to Bomber Command
and failed to return from a raid in enemy country.
Before the British left India, Dick came home on
account of his wife's health. He soon looked up his old
pals, two of whom are left to mourn his passing.
Dick will be missed by all his friends. His passing
is a great loss to those by whom he was employed and
the Regiment to which he gave such loyal service.

BIRTH, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
MARRIAGE

DURTNELL—SCOTTRAM—On Saturday, July 26th, at
St. Nicholas' Church, Charlwood. Surrey. Richard John,
only son of Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell, O.B.E., and Mrs.
Durtnell. of Bromley, to Frances Gillian, elder daugh
ter of Mr. H. ScottRam, of South Nutfield, Surrey,
and of Mrs. Alan Brook, of Charlwood, Surrey.
DEATH

ROGERS—On July 18th. in Hospital, Capt. (Q.M.) Harry
George Rogers, M.B.E., M.C., aged 85 years, of 48,
Postley Road. Maidstone, late Quartermaster at the
Depot of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Rcgt.

DENNISS PAINE & CO. LIMITED
Contractors to H.M. Government
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MAJOR R. CLEAVER
is with deep regret that we report the passing of our
old friend and comrade. Maj. R. Cleaver.
Major Cleaver died with lung cancer in the University
College Hospital. London, on the 25th July. His passing,
after much suffering, was quiet.
Known as Dick to all his friends, he was a great pal
and throughout his life had always been a good soldier.
He joined the 4th Bn. in 1912 and was soon appointed
lancecorporal. In 1914 he was with the Bn. when the
44th Home Counties Division was marching across Hamp
shire. He then held the rank of corporal.
Dick went to India with the Bn. on the 29th October.
1914, and in 1915 was promoted to the rank of sergeant
and transferred to "A" Coy. In 1916 he was appointed
C.Q.M.S. and transferred to "B" Coy., where he soon
proved to be the best PaySgl. the Bn. ever had.
In 1917 Dick took his commission and left the Bn.
for the Indian Army, where he continued to serve for
many years.
During the early part of his life with the Indian Army
he was on the staff of the School of Physical Training and
Bayonet Fighting, and was afterwards transferred to the
Generals staff at Poona. Here he was held in high esteem
by all with whom he came in contact.
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AFTER 35 YEARS IN THE
ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
"AJOR A. E. Sivers, quartermaster at the Depot of The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, will just
miss one of the biggest headaches he would have known in
35 years of Regular Army soldiering at homo and abroad.
For " Bob " Sivers, as he is known to hundreds of past
and present members of the Regiment, will hand back his
own kit to the eagle eyed sloremen in the quartermaster's
department, and retire from the service in 1959.
It is 36 years since he first donned the uniform of the
Territorial Army. The life suited him and within a year
he had taken the Sovereign's shilling and enlisted in the
Regular Army.
Since that time he has always been a member of The
Queen's Own and has served in live of its battalions in
peace and war. By the outbreak of World War II. Major
Sivers had reached the rank of C.S.M. in the superbly
trained Second Battalion—the battalion he always regards
as his own.
From Palestine he moved to Malta and eight months
later to England. Three days after his arrival Britain and
France were at war with Germany, and the battalion he
had just left was stuck in the George Cross Island for the
remainder of its siege.
In France, where he won the Military Medal, his new
battalion was pushed northwards with the rest of the B.E.F.,
until trapped by the crack German troops. Four days later,
with three companions, Major Sivers was still at large,
sleeping by day, moving by night. They were making for
the Maginot Line.
Abruptly their freedom came to an end. A German
unit occupied the deserted buildings wheie they were har
boured, and soon after " the most miserablelooking soldier
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1 ever saw," searching for water with a bucket in hand,
discovered them. For " Bob " Sivers and his companions
the war was over, and live years in prisonerofwar camps
in Poland and Bavaria followed.
In some ways he was lucky, for the battalion he had
left in the Middle East was later 4o suffer grievously at
Leros, but in others unlucky, for the commission he so
well merited was denied him until 1945. As a quarter
master since the war, Major Sivers has risen quickly to his
present rank, serving with the regiment's T.A. Battalion,
with the First Battalion in Malaya, where he received the
M.B.E., and finally at the Depot.
Major Sivers is married and has a son and a daughter.
Several months ago his daughter. Miss Jane Sivers, was
married to an officer in the regiment, Lt. Charles Tarver,
and is now living in Cyprus. There, also, is his son,
Geoffrey—like his father, a Regular soldier.
Major and Mrs. Sivers are to live at Aldcrney in the
Channel Islands, where he has obtained an executive
position with a firm of engineers.
-

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Sept. 20 — Annual Social Gathering at Maidstone.
REGIMENTAL CRICKET
Saturday, 23rd August—v. West Kent C.C. Home.
Sunday, 31st August—v. Mote C.C. The Mote, Maidstone.

Mink farming as a full time career or profitable spare
time occupation increases each year in the British Isles.
We supply breeding stock and instruction on our farm
of 1,200 head.
17 miles from London on A22.
We shall be pleased to forward brochure on applica
tion, visitors always welcome.
RESIDENCE

FARM
Freer Mink Farms, Ltd.,
Fcsterdown,
Godstone,
Surrey.

Orchard Cottage,
Portley Lane,
Caterham,
Tel. 3915
Surrey.

Read
Your County

Newspaper,

Published Fridays, price 4d.

Lt.Col. A. Howe (centre) who was the Recruiting
Officer in 1923 when Major A. E. Sivers, M.B.E.
M.M., enlisted into the Regular Army and Chief
Inspector W. F. Checksfield, now of the R.S.P.C.A.,
who was enrolled at the same time.

KENT
MESSENGER
T h e County Paper of Kent
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LEROS—A POSTSCRIPT

M

EMBERS of the 2nd Battalion will well remember the
Aegean Mission, culminating in the battle for Leros
which marked the decline and fall of the Battalion, although
undeservedly so.
Whilst the history of the action is well written up in
The Queen's Own 1920—1950, I'm sure that many of us
would have welcomed a chance to again visit this remote
island, and in retrospect, examine the situation in what
might be described as " a personal after action report."
Such a visit has been my good fortune to achieve, and this
article is written as a postscript for the benefit of relatives
with kinsfolk buried on the island and also old comrades
who took part in the action.
Flying through India and the middle East from
Australia 1 joined the happy throng of Greeks in Piraeus
on a small steamer calling at all, or nearly all, the islands
forming the Dodecanese group. " Nearly all " happened
to be correct because it certainly did not stop at Leros.
Debarking at Kalyminnos, the nearest neighbouring island,
a small fishing vessel was chartered, a premium paid in the
form of two boxes of Benson & Hedges cigarettes and three
hours later one was standing on the shores of Pandeli Bay.
The next requirement was for transport inland and the
small crowd of islanders who had by this time gathered
produced the answer in the form of a mule. Not a large
animal as mules go, in fact rather more like a donkey, but
evidently native born as it found its way to the town of
Leros without any help.
In Leros contact was made with one, Jacko Dimitri
diardus, one time partisan and friend of the British, more
recently deputy mayor of Leros, official war graves cus
todian and still very much our friend. Naturally Jacko
was extremely surprised to find a Britisher on the island
and soon endeavoured to be very helpful indeed.
Briefly one hoped to achieve three things in Leros
which for simplicity can be summarised as follows (a) in
spect the British War Cemetery and bring back photographs,
(b) retrace the course of the action on Mt. Giovanni, Mt.
Germano and the infamous Mt. Rachi, and (c) locate if
possible a Greek family that had given shelter to a wounded
friend.
All will be very pleased to know that the British War
Cemetery situated on the shores of Alinda Bay is beauti
fully maintained with flowering shrubs, Jacaranda and
wonderful roses, all surrounded by cool pines. Coloured
photographs have been taken of all the known graves, in
cluding Messrs. Chuter, Acott, Floyd, Spooner, Gibbins,
Mitcham, Hewett, G. H., and of course the graves of our
troops resting and known unto God without a name. There
are a total of 175 British graves in this little cemetery. I
will say without further comment that there are in the
vicinity of 800 German troops buried in the adjoining
Friederhof.
To retrace the action, after a lapse of 15 years was not
so easy. Changes in landscape although restricted to foliage
and the addition of a few houses together with the passing
of time at first caused some confusion. This all important
question of orientation however had to be achieved if one
was to succeed in finding the precise locations referred to
and certainly one is able to bear out the old military axiom

that " time spent on reconnaisance is seldom wasted " be
cause with the help of Jacko Demetradus and Professor San
Marcos one was able to find Searchlight hill (point 103),
Mt. Giovanni and so forth. Photographs have been taken
of these features together with Brigadier Tilney's H.Q. At
this stage I should like to thank Professor San Marcos for
making available to me photographs acquired by him
during the action and before, from the Germans. These
show paratroops emplaning in Crete, Italian Coast Arty
Oberst Mueller surrounded by the remnants of his air
borne troops, I say remnants because J know from personal
knowledge that at least 150 of them were killed on the
initial drop in the Guerna/Alinda Bay area. These photo
graphs have been given into the safe custody of the Regi
mental Museum and, of course, are available for any
readers to see at The Depot.
The third and final object of my visit is rather more
personal, but as it will be of interest to at least one member
of B Company who was badly wounded, probably owes
his life to the Greek family that I shall describe. The cir
cumstances of this episode as they took place are as follows,
following the landing of the German paras, in the Guerna
Bay area 12 Platoon B Company, of which 1 was PI. Sgt.,
moved out from its defensive positions on the beach and
moved round to join up with the Company commanded by
Captain Flood on Mt. Giovanni. Breaking through some
bushes we were engaged by heavy fire from Spandaus on
Mt. Germano and all thereupon took off with some alacrity
for the base of the hill to move out of the direct line of
(ire. Hearing cries of pain from the slopes of the hill
recently and most hurriedly vacated, 1 returned to see Pte.
Tim Davis who had received a burst in the thigh. He was
immediately tended by the PI. Medical Orderly, R.A.M.C.,
attached, a very fine person who seemed to be always
exactly where he was wanted. Tim required some water
so I sought the nearest house, some 50 yards away, returning
with the water. The next requirement was for a litter to
carry him on, again provided by the same householders,
being in fact a portion of their washhouse door. On both
these occasions I received the attention of snipers from Mt.
Germano and so did Tim Davis and the Medical, so it
was with some relief that we finally got Tim down the
hill and into the house of Basil St. Platis. Leaving tins of
compo and instructions to get him to an Aid Post we then
left for Giovanni to rejoin the Company. Unbeknown to
us Captain Flood had received instructions to attack Mt.
Germano from whence all the trouble was coming. The
little encounter referred to above had probably taken not
more than 15 minutes, and yet on reaching the approaches
to Mt. Germano, having joined my Platoon, commanded
by Lieutenant Ted Caller, we found that Captain Flood had
already assaulted and taken this feature which, if I may say
so, indicates the rapidity with which " Percy," as he was
affectionately known, carried out his task, rather than our
tardiness in getting round to him. Having spent a further
four days in that action more or less next to Captain Flood
I can say without any reservation that he was the finest
commander that anyone could wish for and that B Com
pany, that is to say every member of B Company who came
through the Leros action can and will pay tribute to Cap
tain Flood. 1 am only sorry that such friends as Jungle

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
Moyes, Vincent, Jock Lochhead, and several others killed
on Leros rest in unknown graves.
Getting back to the adventure of Tim Davies, after the
action I saw him in the hospital at Porto Largo and so
knew that he survived. On this recent visit the family who
had befriended him was found, largely through the pains
taking efforts of Jacko, and on making contact, they broke
into voluble Greek to Jacko and with great excitement des
cribed the events more or less as I have set them down. If
Tim Davis ever reads this account he can be sure that this
family still remember him and hope that one day he will
write.
Finally, on Mt. Rachi, the scene of what was, in my
opinion, the heaviest battle of the action, wherein Major
Mike Read and I think Major Butler attacked with A and
C Companies, I found a steel helmet with the R.W.K. blue
flash still clearly discernable. We will all remember Rachi, a
long ugly feature perhaps 400 ft. high which was assaulted
for six hours by A and C Companies. The divebombers,
in close support of the German paras, entrenched on the
top, the complete lack of cover and support for our troops
during their long and murderously difficult assault. On
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this position was this steel helmet found and readers may
care to know that it is now in the safe keeping of the
Regimental Museum at the Depot.
In conclusion may I suggest that readers with friends
and kinsfolk buried on Leros will be glad to know that the
concrete headstones of the graves are shortly to be replaced
by Marble headstones, which will retain with clarity for
all time the Regimental crest, name and number as is only
fitting. Finally I would like to pay tribute to Sgt. Bill
(Ginger) Adams, from Gillingham, who fell in this action.
J. E. HOLLAND.
The Imperial War Graves Commission are sending
transparencies of the photos of the graves of members of
the 2nd Battalion who lost their lives at Leros to such next
of kin as can be traced.
Their names are Pte. W. R. Floyd. C.S.M. F. C.
Spooner, Cpl. J. E. Gibbins, Pte. J. H. Hewlett.
4
Women cleaning fish at sink to angler husband : " Why
can't you be like the rest of the men ? They never catch
anything."

^

ARMY CHAMPION SHOT
This photograph is of Q.M.S.I.
Argent, who joined the 1st Bat
talion of the Regiment at Shorn
cliffe in September, 1950, later he
served as a Corporal at the Depot
until September, 1952, when he
transferred to the Small Arms
School Corps. He is now serving
at Mons Officer Cadet School,

Aldershot, as weapon training
Sergeant Major.
We congratulate him on win
ning the Army Championship
cup and also the Army Hundred
cup at Bisley this year. (Repro
duced with kind permission of
The Camberley News).
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4 th

5 th

BATTALION

T.A. JUBILEE — ROYAL REVIEW
(~)N the evening of 21st June (Saturday)
the C.O. visited our drill halls, Penge,
St. Mary's Cray and Sevenoaks, that had
the honour of putting up (and/or with) large
contingents of those destined to be soaked
the following day at the T.A. Golden Jubilee
parade in Hyde Park. Those contingents
came mainly from the Midlands and the North (Birming
ham, Hull and Liverpool) except for one unit from Euston
(two miles from Hyde Park), that was sent to Penge (10
miles from Hyde Park) because London District, who
obviously do not travel on Southern Region trains, thought
it was easier travelling.
On arrival at Penge, the first stop in the tour, all
appeared to be well. The A.C.C. cooks had arrived and
so had the rations. The only difficulty encountered was
the hydro burner which evoked a certain amount of interest
from the cooks who wanted to know what kind of weapon
it was. However, after a frantic search Sgt. King was
produced and in (three easy lessons demonstrated the
characteristics and the uses of the burner to the uninitiated,
and having successfully convinced the cooks of its capabili
ties, left them to return to his work, the cooker roaring
away most ab'.y. All was not well though, as the cooks
then found that they were unable to turn it off. A further
message was then sent to Sgt. King who had to return
poste haste to turn it off before (a) the petrol ran out
or (b) it exploded.
The next stop was at St. Mary's Cray, where bedding
was laid out and beds made up with little pieces of paper
on each bed showing times of breakfast, travel arrangements
to Hyde Park, locations of wash basins, toilets, etc.
The final stop was at Sevenoaks, where again all was
under control, the O.C. looking very impressive in shirt
sleeve order showing that he was working very hard,
did not feel the cold or simply, had lost his battledress
blouse. Unlike Penge, C.S.M. Baker was extremely pleased
with his cooks, as immediately on arrival they showed their
knowledge of cooking and hydro burners by the remark
" Where's the cooker — we want to test it as the things
never go anyway."
It was at this point that the C.O. departed to his home,
but his driver returned to Sevenoaks Drill Hall, where
he continued to check the liquid refreshment provided for
the contingents. Finally at a late hour, and with a promise
that if he ever visited one particular contingent's Sergeants'
Mess he would not leave standing up, he departed for
Tonbridge.
Early the following morning, at a very indecent hour
for a Sunday morning, a visit was again made to the drill
halls.
Arriving at 0715 at Penge, all was found to be going
smoothly. As only half of the expected numbers had turned
up each man had two eggs and three gammon rashers
(4 in. thick each) for breakfast. Seeing that all was well
the tour continued — our own cook sergeant accompanying
the Q.M.
On arrival at St. Mary's Cray at 0750 a very harrassed
Sgt. Randall was found waiting at the drill hall entrance
complaining bitterly that the contractors had not delivered
the milk and breakfast was due to start in 10 minutes.
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However, two milk floats were parked nearby (they must
have sensed some business coming their way) and this
problem was soon solved. In amidst all the conversation
and babble going on during the breakfast there was
suddenly heard: " Sergeant, sergeant, I haven't got any
sugar for my cornflakes," and with this remark the Q.M.
and Sgt. King rapidly departed for Sevenoaks.
On arrival there breakfast had already started and in
most cases finished, everything being well under control.
This can be stated with emphasis as breakfasts were saved
for the Q.M. and Sgt. King. The O.C. was again present
in shirt sleeve order because he was working hard, did not
feel the cold, etc . . . !
Finally to end on a sober note, everybody worked
hard and well to ensure that the contingents were well
looked after and fed, and the remarks that were made
show that they were treated in a far higher standard than
was ever expected.
It has bejeome a tradition in the T.A. for every
parade of importance to be organised for a wet day, and
the organisers of the Royal Review must be congratulated
on maintaining this tradition so admirably. Our small
party left for London slightly warmed on two points, the
weather, and the parade itself, both of which were very
much unknown quantities, in spite of the hope that the
Padre's efforts in respect of the weather would be as out
standing as they had been at camp and that the 21C having
spent fully four hours carefully studying the parade orders
(a short document, much amended, consisting of some 40
pages of typescript) had given a fully detailed explanation
of what was expected of us in a 10minute lecture ending
with the words " Good, well that seems to be quite
straightforward."
The journey up was much enlivened by the recent
return of the buses, whose drivers were on the receiving
end of many of the wisecracks from the rather high
percentage of wags we seemed to have with us. However,
most of the drivers accepted the chaff with a good grace
but some were not so amused, thus increasing our enter
tainment and keeping our minds off the ever deteriorating
weather.
The organisation in Hyde Park itself was first class
and after the weather had shown its temper in two very
heavy showers, we were huddled along a dripping queue
to collect a very welcome cup of tea and an excellent packed
lunch, which we ate in a marquee with the other members
of our detachment. Here a scene familiar to every 1418
war frontline veteran was being enacted, in fact so much
water was flowing through the tent that someone suggested
that the Thames had been diverted.
With the Army's mania for arriving an hour early
we were soon paraded and sized by a rather surprised
Artillery Major who, having fallen in all the various units
of our detachment, announced that the first impossibility
of the afternoon had been achieved and offered his con
gratulations. Before the Queen's arrival we had two drill
movements to rehearse, notably the " Three cheers for Her
Majesty." As each detachment rehearsed this the rest
of the parade echoed it with ironic cheers of appreciation,
to obvious disapproval of the respective detachment com
manders. Then after much clock watching we were moved
to the parade ground until an hour later, when Her Majesty
arrived and carried out her inspection from her Land
Rover. All this time the rain had held off, but then
Continued on page 224
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Members ol the Regiment Past and Present Association 111 arching to All Saints' Church, Maidstone for their annual reunion sei

Colonel of the Regiment inspecting the 1st Battalion.

Kent Messenger Photo
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REUNION

General Oliver talking to Sgt. "Tom" Vidler

Colonel of Regiment inspecting 4th Battalion.

Kent Messenger Photo

Kent Messenger Photo
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followed the March Past, which was made extremely diffi
cult by the size of the squads, the various units within
them and the positions of the bands. However, all diffi
culties were forgotten as we approached the stands to be
greeted by a well known voice shouting " Good Old Ted."
The effect on Sgt. Ranson was electric and everyone
appreciated this very obvious support.
Usually the march back from a parade is an anti
climax, but not on this occasion. The heavens opened just
as we were arriving at our dispersal point and we hastily
covered our Colours and ourselves. As we completed this
the Parachute Regiment's Band was arriving playing
" Colonel Bogey," and 1 think it is one of the memories
of the day we will none of us forget, of all the later ranks
marching in torrential rain, in perfect step, and everyone
whistling the tune, much to the horror once again of the
detachment commanders; truly the Territorial Army's
greatest expression of defiance of the weather.
The downpour ceased as we started for home, with
once again the London Transport topping the bill for our
entertainment, after what had turned out to be, in spite
of the weather, a most enjoyable and yet deeply stirring
day.

T.A. JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
MAIDSTONE, 5th JULY, 1958
The Battalion gathered in strength at the Regimental
Depot on Saturday, 5th July, to do honour to the Golden
Jubilee of the Territorial Army. It is probably well enough
known by now that the Territorial Force, as it was then
called, was formed at the instigation of Lord Haldane in
1908. What may not be so well known is that the 4th and
5th Bns. of the Regiment, which came into being at that
date, were formed from the already existing 1st and 2nd
Volunteer Bns. These were first raised as long ago as
1859, so that the T.A. Bns. can really claim a continuous
history which will complete a century next year. Readers
of these columns will know that links with the old volunteer
days still exist in the persons of several survivors who
actually went to war in South Africa in 190002. The
oldest surviving volunteer we have so far met is Col. Sgt.
Charles Payne, who came to watch the parade at Maidstone
and take tea with us afterwards. He joined the Volunteers
in 1886.
The Bn. paraded on the square at the Depot at 3

Kent Messenger Photo

The Colour Party—Queen's Colour borne by Lt. M. V. Nyren and Regimental Colour by Lt. P. J. MorleyJacob.
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o'clock along with detachments from the 1st and 2nd A.C.F.
Bns. and the Band of the 3rd Bn. The Parachute Regiment,
by kind permission of Lt.Col M. Forrester, D.S.O., M.C.
The Colonel of the Regiment, accompanied by our Hon.
Colonel, took the salute and inspected the parade. The
parade then marched to Brenchley Gardens to meet there
the representatives of the boroughs and towns of West
Kent from which our ranks are recruited. There were
Their Worships the Mayors of Maidstone, Royal Tunbridge
Wells, Bromley and Beckenham, attended by the Town
Clerks and Mace Bearers, and the Chairmen of the Urban
District Councils of Tonbridge, Orpington, Sevenoaks,
Penge and Southborough.
Before the Regimental War Memorial, Padre Robinson
conducted a short drumhead service. At this point the
weather, which had looked singularly uncompromising all
along, seemed likely to dampen the proceedings more than
somewhat. Everyone breathed a sigh of relief when the
light drizzle, which prompted the appearance of quite a
crop of umbrellas, faded away after a halfhearted few
minutes. Headed then by a procession of Mayors and
Councillors, the whole parade returned to the Barracks.
Anxieties over the marching powers of our Civic Heads
proved unfounded, and, though the pace was rather more
stately than our customary 120 paces, the procession headed
across the square with a firm tread to take up its place by
the saluting base. Here the Colonel of the Regiment took
the salute in a march past, alter which the parade dismissed
and all ranks adjourned to take tea with our guests on
the Back Field.
The afternoon's proceedings closing with Beating
Retreat by the Corps of Drums of the 1st A.C.F. Battalion.
This was most spiritedly and creditably carried out and
we heartily congratulate the performers on their bearing,
their drill and their playing. While some of them look
a little young yet, we could not help reflecting that some
of them looked quite big enough to be thinking about
joining the senior branch of the volunteers. It's about time
we had a Corps of Drums in the Battalion again.
Later the Bn. and our guests once more gathered together
for dinner at the Drill Shed, which we found quite trans
formed thanks to the efforts of the Depot Staff and our
caterers. After dinner the C.O. followed the customary
toasts of " The Queen " and " The ColonelinChief" by
proposing the health of our guests, the Mayor of Maidstone
replying on behalf of the boroughs and the Chairman of
the Tonbridge Council on behalf of the Towns. Finally
the Colonel of the Regiment proposed the health of the
Territorial Army.
After these formalities the whole company adjourned
to the Gymnasium and relaxed convivially with a back
ground of light music, popular songs and dance music
provided by the Band.
We cannot end without tendering our sincere thanks
to Maj. Guy Weymouth, Maj. Bob Sivers and all the staff
of the Depot for the amount of work they put in in
advance preparation and also in looking after us while we
were on the premises. It made our job much easier and
indeed contributed very materially to the success of the day.
CANTERBURY — 6th JULY
The parade assembled at Wemyss Barracks between
11 o'clock and noon. Considering the usual flow of traffic
through Canterbury making for the East Kent resorts, the
added military traffic found very little difficulty in getting
to the appointed place. By one o'clock the whole parade
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was formed up and ready to march to the Cathedral for
the Commemoration Service. For three infantry battalions
to parade together without previous rehearsal and get their
colours marched on with due decorum presented something
of a problem, which was, however, successfully overcome.
With the band so far ahead that only a distant echo
of its progress among the houses could be faintly heard,
the march was something of a trial. We only hope that
we didn't appear to the spectators as uncomfortable as we
felt. At least the weather was kind. It was warm without
being oppressive while the clouds which covered the sky
looked threatening, but turned out harmless.
The troops naturally had to be early in their seats,
but there was plenty of interest to hold the attention during
the wait before the service began, watching the arrival of
the distinguished visitors until finally H.R.H. The Duchess
of Kent, accompanied by the Lord Lieutenant and other
officials of the county, was escorted to her place by the
Dean. Among her attendants the Regiment was represented
by Capt. Jim CalverJones, appointed her A.D.C. for the
day. From the simple but impressive ceremony of laying
the Colours of the Infantry Bns. on the Altar, through the
sequence of prayers, the familiar hymns (the Pilgrims' song,
the Old Hundredth and Onward Christian Soldiers) and
the very soldierly address by the Archdeacon of Maidstone,
until the Colour Officers again went up to the Altar to
receive back their Colours (marched out to Land of Hope
and Glory), it was a deeply moving and satisfying experi
ence.
The parade reformed in the Cathedral precincts and
set off for the march past down Broad Street, where H.R.H.
was to take the salute. The whole population of Canter
bury, together with many visitors, seemed to be in the
streets to watch. In the ranks it was, of course, difficult
to assess whether the march past had that precision and
smartness one hopes to see, but at any rate the smile of
recognition and welcome with which our ColonelinChief
watched her own Volunteers go past certainly indicated
that there was little amiss.
The Queen's Colour was borne by Lt. M. V. Nyren,
the Regimental Colour by Lt. P. J. MorleyJacob; the escort
to the Colours was C.S.M. W. Hughes, of ' A ' Coy., Sgt.
K. G. Passey and Sgt. G. Sales, of H.Q. Coy. We were
pleased to hear many complimentary remarks on their
smartness and bearing in carrying out this important duty.
Brigadier F. Latham, D.S.O.
We were all very sorry to hear of the sudden death of
Brig. Latham, who, among his very numerous activities,
still found time to take a keen interest in the affairs of
the Bn. May we offer our most sincere sympathy on their
loss to Mrs. Latham and members of the family ? The
Bn. was represented at the Memorial Service at Tonbridge
on 7th July by the Training Major, the Adjutant and
O.R.Q.M.S. J. Breaden, M.B.E.
Changes
It has always seemed strange to us that the appoint
ments in the Bn. which change most frequently should be
known collectively as the Permanent Staff.
R.S.M. WAITS. We have not yet said goodbye
officially to our old R.S.M., because he did not carry out
his last duty until the weekend of the Jubilee on 5th and
6th July. Now, however, we must record that he has
delivered his last word of command as R.S.M. and, regret
fully, bid him goodbye. We know he has already made his
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mark at the Depot and we wish him all the best for the
future. Not that we think we have seen the last of him
by any means.
R.S.M. HILLS. Our new R.S.M. is no stranger to the
Bn. as he has already had a tour of duty as P.S.I, of Support
Coy., so he knows pretty well, as Damon Runyon would
say, what time it is. We wish him welcome and hope he
will enjoy his tour.
SGT. MACE. We note that R.S.M. Hills has not yet
got his name painted on the door of his office. The reason
for this is that our sign writer extraordinary has left us a
little prematurely and is at the moment taking over the
duties of Officers' Mess Sergeant at The Depot. We shall,
however, see him back again briefly before we finally lose
him to the Depot to hand over to his successor.
SGT. JOHNSON, who has arrived home from 1st Bn. in
Cyprus, but is not ready to take over until he has had his
leave. At the moment of writing we feel he ought to be
enjoying this, down in the Isle of Wight, although sceptics
aver that the summer will be over by the time this appears
in print.
Visitors
We have had few callers since Camp; there may have
been more, but they seem to have escaped getting into the
Visitors' Book. The following are on record: —
MAJ. A. H. KELSEY, a past member of the 4th Bn. and
a present faithful supporter of the P. and P. generally and
the 4th/5th in particular.
COUNCILLOR K. W. MAY. Chairman of the Tonbridge
U.D.C., who called to make the acquaintance of the Bn.
before being faced with them at the Jubilee Parade.
CAPT. KEITH ELLWOOD. on his way home after the
rigours of supporting Brigade Headquarters at the Jubilee
Parade at Canterbury.

will probably have more to say of them next month — after
a few weeks claymore drill.
Years ago a Sassenach visiting the North wrote on his
return: " If the Scotch knew enough to go in when it
rained they would never have any outdoor exercise." He
was dead right. Even now the damp of the rain and the
mists is curling our boots.
Like the Scots, however, we did not know enough to
seek refuge when the Scottish heavens opened, and as a
result we all returned a little fitter and reinvigorated.
Some returned with a hardy glow, others with some
thing more tangible. The Colour Sergeant returned with a
crown on his forearm, and his chest three inches larger,
and Sgt. Smith, with a crown above his stripes, and three
years' growth of grey hairs and wrinkles.
Southwick returned a proudly trained infantryman;
Sgt. Taylor came back to greet his friends with the words:
" How do you hear me ? " There was Sgt. Cavanagh
with a hoarse voice from choir leading his mess, and Mr.
George, with tales of lighthousekeeping in wild storms.
Let us end by placing one important fact on record for
posterity. To their everlasting regret the sergeants of " A "
Coy. were well and truly licked on the darts board by Capt.
Watson and Mr. Cannell. Let there never be another
dispute about the champions of Union Street.

" C " COMPANY
News of Annual Training at Camp was included in our
last correspondence. Having settled down on our return —
spring cleaned the Coy. Offices, we prepared to be hosts
to sundry Gunner parties, staying the night of 21st June

NEWS FROM COMPANIES
"A" COMPANY
A bit out of date, but never mind.—Ed.
Peebles Body: " Eeh Mac — you're sune hame again."
Mac : "Eeh, it's just a ruinous place that. Mun, a
had na' been there abune two hoors, when Bang went
saxpence . . . "
— Punch, 1878.
Hoots men ! Aye — an we're sune hame again, an
wi' two Hielandmcn refreshed fra' the burns and the braes.
You've probably never met the two Highlanders of
" A " Company, and it's not surprising. They had forgotten
themselves until the trip to Dundee.
Let me introduce you: First enter Maj. Angus Large,
a direct descendant of the FarquharFraser clan, and his
righthand man, Capt. Jock Watson, a scion of both the
Watson and the Buchanan families.
There is no mistaking them. Each has the look of the
Scotch in their eyes and their hands on their wallets.
Mac and Jo,ck rediscovered their heritage in wee
Braemar, amid the Tartans and plaids of a Highland store.
They were in their element. Within minutes Jock was
behind the counter being measured for a set of bagpipes.
And. said Angus, he was " arguin' aboot the price like
a typical Buchanan."
But enough of this. The writer of the next news letter

Always choose the best—

FREMUNS
'ELEPHANT*

ALES
I

FREMLINS LTD - MAIDSTONE & LONDON

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
at the T.A. Centre, before going to London for the Royal
Review on 22nd June. As we were away at Camp whilst
these fellows were preparing for Camp the usual vagueness
prevailed, but from 5 p.m. onwards on the 21st Gunners
from Wales, Nottingham and Salisbury Plain started to
arrive in Sevenoaks. C.S.M. Baker and his merry band
of Sgts. had prepared the 70odd beds — ail neatly laid
out in the Main Hall and Offices over the new garages —
the two excellent A.C.C. Cooks were ready with Coy.
purchased eggs and bacon and tea: and the bar was open
wailing with open arms. Several Gunners visited the local
cinemas — some the local pubs — returning to complain
to us about Kentish beer and the quietness of Southern
pubs in general. Apparently we ought to have dancing girls
and cabarets in our taverns — although we doubt whether
they do in Nottingham and Halifax !
All our guests were very pleased with the hospitality
we offered them, in the Bn.'s name, and after Sgt. Rump
and C.Sgt. Wood had wakened them all at 6 a.m. the
next morning, they seemed loth to leave us. Perhaps
the weather may have influenced them ! We were very
pleased to see the C.O. and Q.M.— and so were our guests.
We received two very pleasant letters of thanks from two
units who stayed — and one Adjutant 'phoned up from
Hyde Park to thank us when his men reported to him,
before going on parade. Even whilst we were struggling
to remove mattress covers (which should have been left
on — and which we later struggled to replace), we thought
it an effort worth while.
We have had no full day's training during the month,
apart from T.A. Jubilee Celebrations. Ptes. Chapman and
Burnett paraded in Hyde Park looking very smart in their
No. 1 Dress and then we all went to Maidstone and to
Canterbury on 5th/6th July — news of which has been
reported elsewhere. We congratulate Sgt. Rump on his
efforts with the A.C.F.— we hardly knew whose property
he was at times ! At one stage we thought that he might
have broken down in his vehicle at West Mailing R.A.F.
Station !
Owing to holidays, Coy. H.Q. and Sgt. Bateman have
been mainly responsible for training on evening parades.
The Co. Comd. has seen Councillor Miss Dorothy Parrott
and the Town Clerk, Mr. Arthur Davies, about local
celebrations and it seems as if he has turned down a
suggested cocktail party in favour of a recruiting drive !
More news later concerning this.
Since Camp we have enlisted two more recruits — Ptes.
Sharp and Chipperfield, who we welcome to the fold.
C.S.M. H. Jones has stopped delivering letters to the C.O.
at Shoreham — having been threatened by the Colonel with
dire consequences if any bills came his way. C.S.M. Jones
is now on Tonbridge rounds for the G.P.O., and is our " I "
rep. in that area.
We were glad to see Capt. H. R. Duggan again at
Maidstone on 5th July. We miss him very much. We
congratulate him and Mrs. Duggan on the birth of Victoria
Jane.
4
Officer taking rifle inspection : "Take this man's name,
Sergeant! His rifle is filthy.
" Now, my man, your rifle is your best friend. Where
would you be if a "plane dropped a hydrogen bomb now
on this camp ? And you with a dirty rifle ! "
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O verbose are our departmental correspondents
becoming that the task ot' writing an introduction to
their ravings becomes much easier. Unfortunately, the
cricket officer finds himself unable to produce a coherent
account of his team's activities and so we must content our
readers with the assurance that the eleven good men true
are blazing a trail of defeat, which will surely be unique
in the history of the game.
Capt. Stanley Stephens is now shadow Q.M. and his
splendid Kentish accent can be heard reverberating round
Crimea Block. Sgt. Mace has been doing great things in
the Officers' Mess, Sgt. Knight having departed to the Corps
of Military Jailers. L/Cpl. Bishop our A.I.P.T., has been
promoted to Corporal, and Pte. Lemay, our armourer, is
now a L/Cpl. We offer them our congratulations. L/Cpl.
Watts has qualified as a First Aid Instructor and Cpl.
Grainger has just obtained a "C" grading on a Unit Fire
N.C.O.'s Course in time for the annual fire inspection. This
was all laid on l'or 10th July, but although all was prepared
we were disappointed to find that no Fire Adviser arrived
to inspect us. It appeared subsequently that O.R.Q.M.S.
Maltman had received a phone call cancelling the great day
and had omitted to tell anyone, so the readymade " car
bonaceous fire " was removed, the fire picquet fallen out
from the guard room where they were all ready to tackle
the said fire, and we live lo fight another day.
The great event of the month was, of course, the
Reunion. We had been lucky to obtain the services of the
Junior Staff Band of the Royal Marine School of Music,
some 60 strong, and we prayed for fine weather. Although
the Retreat was rained off, as usual, the parade succeeded
in getting to All Saints and back without a drenching. The
numbers on parade were, we thought, very disappointing,
especially as there were a large number of P.P. members
on the touchline en roule.
However, the poor numbers were, to some extent, com
pensated by the noise and clouds of blue smoke produced
by Timber Marchant, who, for his services in driving his
infernal machine over the cricket pitch, is hereby made an
honorary member of the D.A.C.L.
Depot Training Coy.
Come winter, come summer, the set routine of Train
ing Coy. must continue and on July 3rd, we welcomed
another intake of " raw recruits " who were divided into
Orthes and Peninsula Platoons. Sgt. Martin is the super
intending Sergeant of both Platoons, and he is ably assisted
by Cpls. Smallwood, Wilders, Sharp and Hall, and L/Cpls.
Wisdom, Hills and Steel. The recruits have settled in well
and judging by the rivalry during the Struggle Ball, which
was narrowly won by Orthes, the results of the remaining
competitions will be most interesting.
Another draft, bound for Cyprus, has just left the Depot

and we wish the exmembers of Vittoria and Almarez all
the best in the future and hope that they will settle down
to their new mode of life in the battalion. We also say
" farewell and good luck " to two of our training N.C.O.'s,
Cpl. Lowe and L/Cpl. Elkington, who left with the draft.
Cpl. Smallwood, in particular, has good reason to
remember the passing of his old Platoon " victorious Vit
toria," of which he was so proud. He was honoured by a
farewell present, which was given to him at midnight—only
a few hours before the draft left for Southampton. His
beauty sleep was suddenly interrupted by a fire bucket
filled with cold water, which somehow found its way to
Cpl. Smallwood's room, and whose contents, when emptied
somehow found themselves directed towards the still and
silent form of Cpl. Smallwood himself, who remained
neither still nor silent for much longer. This escapade
caused the other training N.C.O.'s and, indeed, the whole
Depot much amusement, and Cpl. Wilders can consider
himself lucky that he was sleeping out of Barracks on that
particular night, for doubtless as Cpl. Smallwood's room
"Mucker" he would have encountered a similar fate.
Congratulations to Ptes. Silvcrsidc. Gunn, Uden and
Cosham on all doing well and passing their Cadre course
at Canterbury.
L/Cpl. Wisdom, who recently came top of a Canter
bury Cadre course, is to be congratulated for being chosen
to become an instructor at Canterbury. L/Cpl. Silverside,
recently promoted, will now take L/Cpl. Wisdom's place
on the Training Staff.
During a recent "pep" lecture to Training N.C.O.'s
on the importance of the depot as a training unit, the
C.S.M., to illustrate a point, referred to the office stall' as
" Hangers On." The response to this statement was some
what startling; strikes were thought of and remarks flowed
strongly in the Cpls." Room and even L/Cpl. Franklin, Train
ing Coy. Clerk, didn't know which side of the fence to jump.
The Senior Intake boxing was won by Pyrenees PI.
beating Nive PI. by one point, decided by the last bout.
This match proved to be very exciting and, although is not
expected in an InterPlatoon tussle, courage and determina
tion are always present. This match was no exception. By
winning the boxing. Pyrenees gained the Simpson Cup; they
also won the InterPlatoon Shield. As a consolation, Nive
won the highly coveted Drill Competition Shield.
The Passing Out Parade of these Platoons was on
August 1st. and the salute was taken by Col. G. R. Stevens,
O.B.E., and the colourful band of the Scots Fusiliers helped
to make the morning a success for all visitors. Needless to
say, the embarkation leave before being battalionbound
is much looked forward to by ali.
The Corporals' Outing organised by—guess who ?—
Cpls. Child and West, proved to be a very enjoyable one.
Apart from stopping about a dozen times for " Tanner on
the Wheel " or a thirst quencher, they descended upon
Margate in good time, for the pubs had just opened for
lunch. " Beach combing " visits to Dreamland, dancing and
the final rendezvous at the " Six Bells " helped make a dizzy
day worth remembering. As far as we know, Cpl. Bennett
(back in the Army for this day) is still somewhere around
the last pub he visited.
Sgt. Turner and Cpl. Bishop, aided by Sgt. Potts, were
again busy this month producing two P.T. displays. The
teams were made up from both senior and junior intakes
and a few permanent staff. After many evenings of hard
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work, they performed for the Gravesend Regatta at the
Gordon Prom. This display, concentrating mainly on high
horsework, turned out to be one of the highlights of the
day and together with another fine display on the Old
Comrades' Day on the 27th, Sgt. Turner and his staff are
to be congratulated on their success.
A noteworthy cricket match took place this month,
when a Training Coy. team, skippered by Capt. Ablanalp,
and also including an anticricket leaguer, Cpl. Edwards,
forced a draw (or rather the rain did) with the Depot team.
The Depot team managed somehow to get Capt. Fletcher
(anticricket) to umpire as well as play. Actually, although
we were enjoying, the friendly tussle. Training Coy. were
pleased that the rain stopped yet another " loss of face "
for the Depot team. (See the cricket results in the sports
section).
We all wish the Coy. Commander a very enjoyable leave.
Lt. Butler, who has just completed a month as acting
Adjutant, now takes over Training Coy.
Quartermasters' Staff
" The lime has come, the Walrus said, to talk of many
things,
" Of Hendricks' " perqs," of Standley's works, and of
Bob Sivers' pending retirement."
Don't, please, attribute that bit of nonsense to me, I
read it, or something like it, in somebody or other's book.
It serves to break the ice though, and gives the reader an
inkling of what the next few paragraphs will contain.
It has been wisely noted for quite some time, that all
good things must come to an end, and such is now the
case with Major Sivers' Army Service. After a goodly
number of years' faithful hard work (modesty forbids my
mentioning the exact number), he is now faced with the
problem of whether to retire completely and in luxury on
the pension so well earned, or to take up some other career
and forfeit about ninetenths of his income to the Tax Col
lector. Both sides have their advantages, of course, in the
first instance, complete retirement opens up a wide range
of opportunities in the fishing and shooting field, with a
few lazy old picnics thrown in for good measure, or how
about a sinecure like " Military Adviser to the Dame of
Sark "? But, on the other hand, in order to pay nine
tenths of one's income back into the kitty, what a fabulous
salary must be earned ! Best part of nine quid a week,
even allowing for the tag " unearned income " being placed
on one's pension. (It never ceases to amaze me how some
people call money earned after about forty years service,
Army Service at that, "unearned income"!) However,
I'm deviating.
Every morning for the last three years, except for a
months' leave that he threatened to take in October, 1957,
and'then amazed everyone in the Depot by so doing, the
Major has walked his faithful hound "Jason" about the
sports field in the early hours, reputedly to give the beast
exercise, but in reality to inspect every blade of grass, pane
of glass, stick, stone, bush, hut, building, fire hydrant, door,
lock and roof in sight.
It follows that if the staff wanted to get up to any
" dirty work," they did it while these perambulations were
in progress, one body keeping cavey at the window to give
running reports as to the next move of Number One. The
Number One designate, Capt. Stephens, is beginning to take
an interest in these outings, and it won't be very long before
he is doing the same thing, less tripehound. He follows
closely all the little quirks that we get up to, and since Major

Sivers is referring to him as " My Learned Friend " it is
quite obvious that there will be no letting up in the thumb
screws. Be that as it may, it has been a happy association,
and one that we will be sorry to see come to an end. There
is yet a month before the Major leaves us, so perhaps, next
month there will be more notes in the Q.O.G. about his
goings on.
C/Sgt. Standley is another member of our All Star Cast
that is departing this month, to start a new career in the
"Chunkies." We feel that four months' training at Mons
O.C.S. will brighten his outlook somewhat, even if the
early morning P.T. only relieves him of his Woodbine Hack
at breakfast time. He must be the only C/Sgl. in the Army
without either storeman or clerk to brighten his day, and
with a cupboard full of books, three stores and a large
blackboard to maintain. He has stuck faithfully to our
niotto, " Do Unto Others Before They Do You," despite
all the efforts of odd bods trying to turn him from the
broad and crooked, and we wish him every success in what
ever the future holds for him.
Never before mentioned in this particular block of
notes is a large crowd of people behind the scenes. Sani
tary men, general factotums, sterilizing engineers and the
like. All retired servicemen, they form no small part of the
Q.M.'s Staff, and it is largely due to their efforts that this
Barracks is so well maintained. Curly Kurton is probably
the best known to the older serving soldiers amongst you,
a staunch wielder of the " brooms, bass " and the " buckets,
13 inch." Costarring with Curly is Fred Pickering, the
toilet roll replacer and disinfectant dispenser. Undoubtedly
the most romantic of the duties allotted to the civilian staff
is that of Sterilizing Officer, and this happy duty falls to
Cyril Fuggle. The apparent ease and utter abandon with
which he can dispense the exact amount of powder into
the sterilizing tank before meal times is quite an achieve
ment, and is an operation that should not be missed if you
should ever visit the Depot. The topping up of " pourers.
salt " and " sprinklers, pepper" is the daily task of Bert
Lloyd, a lanky individual with a remarkable sense of
humour, of whom it has been said that if he didn't do a
scrap of work all day, his very presence, coupled with a
few witty remarks at the right time, would make everybody
else connected with him work harder. Dicky Bird, of gar
dening fame, we have talked about before, and who has
ever been at the Depot and never noticed the well kept and
beautiful gardens?
It was my intention to talk about Charly Hendiick in
this particular issue, but time and space is my enemy. Per
haps next month we'll fit in a bit about him.
Cheers all !!
" Aintgotnone."
I
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to Lock House on August the 4th to sleep the sleep of dire
exhaustion.
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MTA ASSOCIATION
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(LEWISHAM)

BATTALION
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EUNION DAY, 1958. As I couldn't be with you to
day in the flesh, because of water on the wife's knee
and the recent leaving of 13 of my teeth with the dentist, I
felt constrained to be with you in the spirit.

And how better than by turning to " The Bible," as
Colonel Corfe used to call the Battalion History, and seeing
where we were and what we were doing on the Twenty
sevenths of July of the * 14' 18 period ?
Well, in 1915 it was Catford—H.Q. on the Private
Banks' Cricket Ground. A, B and C Companies already
formed and in billets in Bradgate, Nelgarde and Plassy
Roads respectively. Colonel Searle in command. Strength:
29 officers and just over 400 other ranks. Colonel Corfe,
"Jimmy" (and Yours Truly) had not yet joined the
Eleventh, but " Busty " Goulds, " Tim " Hayley and the
three other Regular W.O.s were there. Vide Chapter 2 et
seq. Personally, I hadn't even heard of an Eleventh then.
1 was cocking a leg over a horse every day with Beds.
Yeomanry and the Warwicks Howitzer Bde., 42 Div.—
and a happy time I was having, too. One day, perhaps,
I'll tell you about Snodgrass, Golightly and Gotobed, my
three Yeomanry pals; we had fun. They used to call us
"The Four Musketeers."
By July, 1916, however, I was with you. The 27th was
our last day in the La Douve Sector—no continuous line, if
you remember—one platoon (mine, of course) out on listen
ing posts each night. Some of us won't forget the night
Cple. Simms was hit in No Man's Land. Colonel Towns
hend was in Command, Colonel |(then Maj.) Corfe was
2 i/c and. of course, "Jimmy" was Adjutant. Next day,
we went back to Papot prior to taking over our old Sector
in Plugstreet Wood—you know, Fort Boyd and all that.
July, 1917. — Golly, by now, we had been properly
" blooded " and " mudded," hadn't we ? Flers and Le Sars
in '16; those comparatively happy months at Spoil Bank all
the winter; Messines, 7th and 14th June, 1917.
And what a lot of new faces among us; and what a
lot no longer with us.
But we'd still some blood and mud ahead—for on this
day 41 years ago we were in those same trenches, or what
was left of them, that we had won on the 14th June and
were waiting for the rain to cease so that the advance could
go on. Most of us thought we knew what mud was; well,
we did, but this was the muddiest mud that even we had
experienced. Have a look at the aerial photo facing page
145 of "The Bible," preferably with a reading glass. We're
in it somewhere—in the mud.
Three days later, it was Hollebeke—a chapter in the
Regiment's history that we are proud to have helped to
write. But don't forget that only 189 of us struggled back

It all seems so long ago, but it doesn't do us any harm
to refresh our memories on this Regimental Reunion Day.
R.O.R.
Considering the fact that it is over 40 years ago since
the 11th Battalion was disbanded, we were proud to see
seventeen of our old comrades on parade at the Regimental
Reunion this year. As usual, Col. D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D.,
D.L., J.P., was in command of our contingent and we
were very pleased to have our Chairman, Arthur Buddell,
O.B.E., M.C., on parade.
It is a great pity that the total number present at the
Reunion grows less year by year and one wonders what can
be done to create enthusiasm in past members of the
Regiment.
Congratulations to Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells
Branch on winning the Standard Bearers' competition. Better
luck next time, Maidstone. Many thanks to our stalwart,
Bill Toomer, for putting up such a good show.
L.W.D.
BROMLEY

O

BRANCH

UR June meeting was up to standard for numbers and
quite an appreciable amount of business was done.
Unfortunately for me, being under the weather, I was un
able to live up to my nom de plume, so our Chairman, Mr.
A. V. Smith, did the necessary scribing, whilst Mr. Wilks,
our ViceChairman, took over the Chair. Mr. Smith did
the job well and truly and carried it out in the way he was
accustomed during his own period of office.
It was debated and agreed that we make application
to buy some Premium Bonds, in the hope that " Ernie"
will give us his blessing in the not too distant future. What
hopes ?
The Reunion at Maidstone was discussed in its early
stages and by the time this gets into print, the longlooked
for day will be gone. We now have the official dope in
hand of the proceedings and I am hoping that a goodly
muster will be present.
I learn that Mr. Bob Jewell was again with the mem
bers and a hearty reception was extended to him. Long
may he enjoy being with us in the evening of his time. We
are sure that he appreciates the privilege of the comrade
ship of " old sweats."
BUFFS P.P. ASSOCIATION
The London Branch of the Bulfs P.P. Association held
their Annual Memorial Service in the Chapel Royal of
Peter at the Tower of London, on Sunday, 20th July. In
stituted only as recently as 1954, quite a large number of
old 'uns, yes ! and a few of the newer ones, were on parade.
On invitation, Mr. Wilks and 1 attended, but being purely
a domestic occasion, our standard was not included. It
was a very enjoyable session, with a full choir and service
appropriate to the occasion. Their Book of Memory was
added to, as I understand is usual at each of these services,
so that names which are read out by the clergy of those that
" passon " during the preceding twelve months, are kept
alive for the time being.
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After the service the parade was inspected outside the
Chapel and the members thanked for their attendance.
Always with an eye to " dress," I espied an old fellow
in the parade, who, in spite of his 80 odd years, was there
sporting his well earned campaign gongs. I chanced to
have a word with him and discovered that they were the
1897 Punjab, King's and Queen's South African 18991902,
and the Great War—Mons Star, General Service and Vic
tory Medals—6 in all and won in the fighting line and not
as a " base wallah." in a rather cracked and squeaky voice
he confided that he was going to " have one " at the canteen
and in an aside, maybe he would have two. Well, 1 hope
that 1 shall have the pleasure of meeting the old fellow on
a future occasion and then he can have " one " or maybe
"two" on me. He answers to the name of Mr. C. P.
Holness. For my own part, I was also dry of larynx, but
in order that I would not " show myself up " in front of
others after singing lustily during the service, I prolonged
my wait and nipped into a house of refreshment outside the
tower. I called for a pint and believe it or not, you could
fairly hear the liquid sizzle as it passed down the
oesophagns.
His many friends l/nroughoul the Regiment will be
sorry to learn that " Gunboat" Smith is in a very poor
state of health, and 1 am sure that all of you will unite with
us in wishing him a speedy recovery and return to better
health.
I Wuzz Thayre.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

O

UR meetings at this time of the year are normally
pretty well chockerblock with business, but we do,
of course, keep to the point and despite the amount to be
done, we finished the general meeting within half an hour.
Not so our Committee Meetings, which are always well
attended and during which we thrash out the necessary
details over a period of something like two hours.
During this past month, we have been very busy in
deed. Our Standard Bearer, with the standard and escort,
Joined the Sydenham Branch of the British Legion at their
Annual Church Parade, and a fine sight it made too inter
mingled with the blue and gold Legion standards.
We also took advantage of the invitation of the famous
" Bangers " for some of our members to join them in a
wonderful Saturday afternoon and evening at the " Buck's
Head," at Godden Green where we partook of a sumptuous
strawberry tea, a walk round the magnificent Knole Park,
and a convivial evening in that marvellous little country
pub. Our host—Mr. and Mrs. R. Snow.
We were very pleased to support the Maidstone Branch
Draw. Despite the very short notice, we managed to dis
pose of all our allotted tickets, and hope that every other
Branch did the same and that the draw was a great success.
We have taken a very unusual step in our Branch
affairs. We have invited, after a great deal of discussion, as
to " protocol," etc., Major R. G. Salmon, R.A. T.D., to
become an honorary VicePresident of our Branch. Major
Salmon is "mine host" at our Headquarters, and we are
very proud to say that he has accepted. His letter of accep
tance was read out at our last Branch meeting and was
received with great pleasure.
Ron Salmon has for some time been " one of us"

in spirit, as we told him, and we are glad we now have the
honour of saying so in actual fact.
Our Annual Outing is fixed for the 7th September, to
Littlehampton. A coach has been booked which we shall,
of course, fill up quite easily, so early application is advised.
We have practically arranged a crib match and a darts
match or two, and we are ail set for a busy time, not the
least of our engagements being a visit from the British
Legion Hatfield Branch during October.
We received a very charming and encouraging letter
from Major Pyrke, the President of the Bromley Branch,
thanking us with reference to our St. George's Parade. We
appreciate such letters.
We have touched upon the circular letter from H.Q.
about amalgamation with the Buffs, and our members are
going to digest it for a month and we'll discuss it fully
next time ready for the allimportant Committee Meeting
on the 20lh.
Well, that's about all the griff from Catford, so bungo.
" Elsie."
The Annual Reunion
The Branch coach bound for the Reunion left the Drill
Hall, Penge, almost on time, for when about to move, the
wellknown figure of the Chairman, Mr. "Bob" Fielder,
was spotted some distance away gently strolling along as if
time mattered not at all. Then after learning that our
Standard Bearer, Mr. "Fred" Lawrence could not make
the trip, due to the sudden illness of his wife, along " tore "
Mr. " Alex " Cameron, " gasping " for ? ? Breath possibly.
Well, we soon were on our way quite cheerful and
confident that we would have a happy and successful day
at Maidstone. Many of our old friends were with us and
we welcomed their support.
We arrived at the Barracks in good time, as we did
not stop on the way for a " cup of", and most of us found
our way to the various refreshment bars for some food and
drink. Whilst I and a couple of friends were enjoying a
cup of coffee. I noticed our Branch Treasurer "hoisting"
a large pint with a couple of " locals " doing likewise. Low
cunning 1 called it, anyway I hoped that they thoroughly
enjoyed the Pigs' Ears.
Afterwards, we joined the gathering round the Parade
Ground where groups of Old Comrades were busily greeting
others they knew and " chewing the rag " over, no doubt,
days gone by. but not forgotten.
It was a verv pleasant surprise to see the Junior Band
of the Royal Marines standing by. and very smart these
lads were. too. The memory of the link between the two
organisations was revived in our minds, because the " 50th "
was once a Marine unit.
The usual Standard Bearers' Competition was soon
completed and the Band moved onto the Parade Ground
ready for the inspection by the Colonel of the Regiment,
Lt.General Sir William Oliver.
The markers were quickly marched into position, and
then an order rang out, clear over the ground, " Fall in,
The Queen's Own," and we were played into our respective
groups, where once again greeting old pals was the theme.
It was a great pleasure to watch General Oliver pausing
now and then to greet with a very happy smile, an old
comrade as he made his inspection.
Inspection over, then came the order to move off to
the Garrison Church, All Saints, where so many treasured
relics of the past history of the Regiment are held in
sanctuary.
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Alas, there was a very disturbing thought in our
minds. So many of our old comrades had " fallen out"
since the last parade, a very large number, a very sobering
thought.
The: service in All Saints was a very impressive and
memorable one and the thought of our missing comrades
was very much in our minds. Then on to the Regimental
Cenotaph where the Mayor of Maidstone and the Colonel
of the Regiment laid wreaths.
Sir William took the salute as the parade marched on
to the Parade Ground, where it was dismissed.
After lunch, in very good weather, the afternoon was
enjoyed on the back field where games for the young, and
an old soldiers' race were indulged in.
During the course of the day, old friends, such as
George Cockell, "Gunboat" Smith, "Spider" and many
others were happily met and greeted. 1 made a tour of the
Regimental Museum, and very glad I did, too, for I saw,
to my great pleasure, the medals of my old friend and co
founder of the Catford Branch, " Med " the late Albert
Medhurst, hung in honour just below those of "Tim"
Haley. Incidentally I met one of " Med's " old pals, Micky
Fifield, I was ever so pleased. I, with a couple of friends,
watched the InterBranch shooting competition, especially
our own Branch, composed of Tom Sayer, Alec Cameron,
Les Satchell and C.S.M. Baker, one of the original members
of the Branch. I think that our presence brought them
luck, for afterwards we learned that it had won the Trophy,
and that " Alex " had won the prize for the highest score.
Well done. We all were very delighted at the result, and
very loud and long " cheers " rang out. when at the presen
tation of prizes it was announced, from members of the
Branch, and more so when the team went up to collect
their reward. " Jolly good show," as a very popular mem
ber would say on such occasions, well spoken " Len."
To our dismay and utter disappointment, rain fell
heavily which prevented the Band from Beating Retreat,
which we had been looking forward to, because it had put
up a splendid performance during the day, both on parade
and during the afternoon, and we were very grateful.
So. we of Catford. left a little early, and after a stop
on the way for a little refreshment, some went to our old
Headquarters, the club in Stanstead Road, some to our
present H.Q. at the " Railway Signal " at Forest Hill, and
others went towards their homes.
Apart from the rain, it had been a very enjoyable time,
and we thank those responsible for the general arrange
ment. "Jolly good show," Len. Mike. Bob and others who
helped.
Best wishes to all Branches and Associations, and to
the Battalion in Cyprus, sincerely hoping that the trouble
there will soon be over.
" Ravensbourne."
CHATHAM BRANCH

T

HE monthly meeting held on July 7th at the " Hare and
Hounds," Rochester, opened at 8 p.m. by the Chair
man, Major G. W. Price.
Mr. Salt. 11th Battalion, was admitted to membership
and welcomed.
Apologies for absence were received from Major
R. W. Brothers, E. Empett. Kenny and Shaw.
The Branch regrets that E. Empett is very ill and hope
for early news of improvement.
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June minutes were read and confirmed.
Treasurer's
report read and approved. Correspondence from H.Q. re
Appeal on behalf of Mrs. Fletcher.
Local Old Contemptibles Parade, 27th July, Branch
not being represented owing to P. & P. Reunion.
Major Brothers, recuperating from winter ills, in
Dorset. Holidays and sickness helped to lower the atten
dance.
Reunion arrangements discussed. Members were asked
to make their own travel arrangements.
Outing was discussed and it was considered that sup
port did not warrant arranging one for this year.
Booby draw was won by Davison.
Members attention was drawn to the fact that the next
meeting is August 11th.
G. Anchors, Branch Correspondent.

LONDON

O

BRANCH

UR last meeting, held on the 25th July, just two days
before the Annual Reunion at the Depot, Maidstone,
kept quite a number of our members away, several men
tioning this as being their reasons for absence, when I met
them on Sunday, during the Reunion festivities.
However, about thirty were in attendance to greet the
new Chairman, and allow him to open his innings for the
year. Needless to say, Mr. Ted Ballard acquitted himself
right nobly. Once he gets to really know the members,
there's no doubt he will become completely confident and
run the show in his own style. Like his predecessor, he has
been away from the Services for a long time, and therefore
a little handicapped, but he's sure to overcome this, and
again like Trefor Thomas, he will be ruling us with a fair,
but firm hand within a short time.
Both Trefor Thomas and Tom Briddock were there
to assist with the running, although our Treasurer, Percy
Williams, was absent from the picture. Lt.Col. Pink, our
Cadets' Battalion representative, was, as usual, on parade,
there were no other officers, although Lt.Col. Pug
Durtnell had sent a letter of regret, explaining absence.
I shall have to scan the visitors at the tent at Maidstone,
in the next Q.O.G., to see whether any responsibility lies
there ! !
Veteran class really puts everyone to shame. Harry
Edwards, Alf Toms, Freddy Cox and Harry Freeman, as
usual, with Mrs. Cox, then Harry Elson with Mrs. Elson,
Ted Ballard as above, Scotty and Robert Wilks. Among
the junior brigade were Jack Tear, John Newton, Chas.
Lewis, Timber Marchant, " Bandy " Waller, " Mac " Mac
Donald, Mr. and Mrs. Wallace and Mr. Dunkley.
The meeting opened at 8.25 p.m. and two or three
people filtered in, and about 9 p.m. in came Busty Cannacott
together with Sam Ludford, a very old and tried, many
times, member of the Regiment. Sam, together with his
wife Elsie, seldom miss a function run by the P. and P.
Association, no matter what type. Cricket matches, dances,
gettogethers, they are always there and ever ready to play
host to visitors in their own home, when staying overnight
is essential on occasions.
They had threatened this visit at the recent P.P. cricket
match. Capt. E. D. Davies had brought them along. The
latter, who was with the 1st Battalion in Karachi, and a
Sgt. Instructor at the Depot for a spell during the war, is
one of our P. and P. bowlers and is an old friend, in

addition to being quite a good medium pace bowler. Wc
were very pleased lo see them all and accorded them our
usual welcome. Busty Cannacott is, of course, one of our
own members, although he lives just outside Maidstone.
The minutes were put up for sale, passed with the
exception of the one which caused so much discussion at
our meeting in June. This was the financial one, re the
sum of £20 to start the Entertainments Fund. Names had
become mixed and it was decided to pass all. less this one,
which could be brought up next time the proposer was in
attendance.
Details for the Reunion were discussed and we had to
leave things in the air a bit, due to the absence of one or
two people we wanted to buttonhole for jobs, but as things
turned out. there appeared to have been no hitch.
Mrs. Elson informed us that she had paid another
visit to Mrs. Dorell, who, by the way, reads her " Buster,"
from back to front, and the latter appears to be in very
good spirits. Mrs. Elson was duly thanked by the Chair
man, and Scotty suggested that Mrs. Elson be reimbursed
for expenses due to the visits, but this offer Mrs. Elson
refused, with many thanks, as, she stated, she was visiting
a friend, which would have happened in any case.
The suggestion, or rather proposal, that a party be
arranged for the Searchlight Tattoo, which was passed a
couple of months ago, was raised by Harry Edwards. It
appeared, that although this was passed by the meeting,
there had been no further action. Pity, but unless some
body takes the initiative, it seems that such visits are not
really desired, although the meeting passes a proposal. Far
better to turn it down at the outset. We shall, in future,
when items of this description are proposed and passed,
ask for one member to take command and run the show,
and if, finding no clamour for tickets, seats, etc., report
to the Committee, and then we shall know whether or not
to cancel.
Correspondence brought the usual long letter of the
arrangements for the Reunion, which we passed over
quickly, as most of us knew the procedure. Ted Tickner
was on parade to hear time for the Standard Bearer Com
petition, which was taking place earlier this year in order
to give the Bearers a chance to be inspected prior to a
parade and march which must have, at least, made them
needlessly hot and dusty, i regret 1 was not able to hear
how Ted fared, but understand this year's competition was
of a very high class and set the inspection party quite a
problem. Well done, Ted, for your efforts.
Finally, we asked Timber, our Welfare Department,
whether he would care to have the waffle he so unfortu
nately missed at our June meeting. He wanted then to
give us some information about the Buffs P. and P. meeting
he had attended and an invitation he stated he had received.
From the report he gave us at our July meeting, it would
appear that dear old Timber had got his information
slightly mixed, and after calling on most of the branches
to bring out their standards and appear with banners flying,
(I do not mean standards, Harry), discovered that our
friends, The Buffs, were celebrating a very special Remem
brance occasion, peculiar to themselves, and quite rightly,
wanted only their own standards, etc., although visitors
were welcome at the ceremony to watch.
This was not understood by Timber, who then had to
cancel, or try and cancel, his requests to other branches.
Robert Wilks was able to explain part of the above, and
stated that this ceremony was quite a grand parade, and
that, as visitors, they were made extremely welcome. It
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is here suggested that there should be no action of any
description by members of our P. and P. branches, unless
with the authority of their Branch, whether ours or any
other, when invitations^such as this are extended by other
unit Associations. This incident might have led to some
awkward questions, may still, and with the best will in the
world, we must ask old Timber to curb his enthusiasm.
In fact, we did. We cannot fall out with our friends, The
Buffs, prior to becoming merged with them, and should any
of the people concerned in running this ceremony men
tioned, read this, we, of the London Branch, do sincerely
regret anything that may have happened to cause the
slightest hitch in the proceedings.
It was nice to see old Freddy Cox looking so well after
his sojourn at Whitstable. The first raffle we were due to
run, was cancelled due to the attendance. Timber, who
was donor No. 1, had brought along a coffee table as a
prize, and the Chairman, Ted Ballard, after thanking
Timber on behalf of the Branch, decided that thirty mem
bers were not enough to compete for such a handsome
trophy, and we leave it over until next month. The col
lection box and the fines for badges not being worn, realised
approximately 30s., so that was a hearty beginning to
funds again.
Ted then closed the meeting, and we trooped to the
bar. Our new vicechairman, Trefor Thomas, is now on
a highly specialised diet. Not allowed to drink anything
and exists mainly on fruit. He has lost quite a lot of
weight and has several suits to sell now, due to his girth
shrinkage, etc. We were met at the bar by one whom I
had not previously met, but whom Busty Cannacott knew
quite well. I thought this a bit odd, as most people Busty
knows, I do also, but this was different, they were friends
on Boy Service. I refer to Jim Bates, for very many years
in the Band of the 2nd Battalion. He had brought along
Mrs. Bates, and family, on holiday from the Channel Isles,
where they reside.
Also in their company was Mrs. Algy Orchard, whom
several of us met for the first time. All were having a
good time and expressed the hope we would be meeting at
the Reunion. Thus ended another pleasant evening.
The Reunion day was a good one, until tea time, when
down came the rain and spoilt the Retreat, which had to
be cancelled. A great pity. Most of us were looking for
ward to this ceremonial being carried out by The Royal
Marines who had presented a really sterling sight in front
of the parade marching to and from the Church.
The attendance was not up to the usual strength; one
could see this at once, by the size of the Battalions as they
paraded on the Square. The numbers decrease year by
year, and not due, I fear, to those who have passed on.
There were many I missed from our own branch, people
who have never before done so. Many officers were away
this time, and one can only hope that absentees have not
lost enthusiasm, but were merely on their holidays. Seems
strange, that those whom we expect never to miss this
treat, for to most of us who attend the day it is a treat,
who were so full of zip in the serving days, have gone
listless with age creeping on. and giving way to that
laziness. Shake yourselves fellahs, join a Rock 'n' Roll
class or something, and let's see you next year, or at the
Gettogether.
I never attend a P. and P. meeting, a Reunion or a
Gettogether, and I feel sure I voice lots of chaps' opinions,
without coming away with a'terrific feeling of elation, and
younger in spirit, due to the pleasure derived from meeting
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old friends. It makes one look forward to the next time,
and to those who are on the slide backwards, my advice
is, snap out of it, now.
Those of us who manage to attend branch or regimental
shows are very happy in each other's company, and that
is the thing. Don't pretend you get a more enjoyable night
or day, at home with the wife, bring her out with you—
she gets a break that way, too !
As is usual with me, I just missed the parade, and
watched it swing round the Cannon in the High Street, and
down to All Saints'. Here, also, as usual, many fell out
prior to the service. Amazing the number of various
religions other than C. of E. there are at this parade ! !
I had already met Sam Ludford, John Jones and Jack Hunt,
when into our midst came George Moody, Bert Merritt,
Fred Holmes, all First War vintage, and with them, my
old platoon chum Arthur Bullions. Three of the last
named never miss. 1 can't quite find out why Arthur
doesn't pop up to London to see us. I will, shortly, must
have him along.
Jim and Mrs. Bates joined in and whilst waiting for
our two widows. Fay Hammond and Lillian Wallace, Mrs.
Alice Mines came along to tell us that Ronnie was due for
his civil employment at the County Hall in October. I left
my wife waiting at the Church (this was a fact), as I sped
along to bring the widows to All Saints. No good, they
were out, making their own way there.
After the parade returned, I went along to the Sergeants'
Mess with Busty Cannacott, and their met Jim Knott of the
62 Club, who was taken prisoner before Dunkirk and a
very well known cricketer of H.Q. Wing Signals 1st Bn.,
Spud Evans. We thoroughly enjoyed an hour's waffle on the
old 1st Battalion cricketing days, and then departed to see
whom wc could meet at the back fields.
Our Chairman, Tom Ballard, was looking for the
shooting team, Darkie Maslin and Dapper Martin were
looking for the best tent. Everyone was in very happy
vein. In one tent I ran across Lt.Col. Peter Buckle, who
showed me a wonderful snapshot of himself and " Crocus "
Andrews on their vocational training, carrying between
them one of the usual planks plasterers use. He introduced
me to Capt. Peter Stock, whose mother and father were
great friends of ours in Secunderabad in 19343536. Peter
was greatly surprised at my producing three ladies who
knew him as a very small boy. He promised he would give
the ladies, Mrs. Bruce, Mrs. Hammond, Mrs. Wallace, and
my felicitations to his mother, when he next saw her.
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Major Taney Leigh came in and when another mem
ber of our branch. Bert Coles, popped in, machine gunnery
became the topic. Having not visited the Drill Shed we
turned in there to see most of our London lads, John
Newton. Charles Lewis, Jack Tear and his family, and Mr.
Bray, who states we have met at cricket, an event I could
not remember. Trefor Thomas had, by this time, gone
home to tea, and we decided to follow.
There were many more of the branch there, but space
forbids more news. It was a great pity the rain had to
come to mar the end. I had news from " Chuckle " Roach,
of " Busty" Collins of the Signals, with the 1st Battalion
in India, and hope to see him at the Gettogether.
So, finally, we of the London Branch thank the O.C.
Depot for all the kindness shown to our members who had
to be put up overnight, and for all the hard work he and his
aides are put to, in order to give us this fine day out. Must
end.
The Spider.
TONBRIDGE

AND

TUNBRIDGE

Tel.: REGENT 5915
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UR July meeting proved a success. Our Chairman,
Major N. S. C. Elmslie, said that we were happy to
have with us, our President, Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington,
M.B.E., T.D.
The march of time was in evidence by the presence of
Mr. A. H. Betts, of the Weaid Branch, The Buffs. He must,
we hope, be the scout of many more to follow and we look
forward to the days of happy associations with those, who
in days gone by, served by our side.
Major Elmslie paid tribute to our old friend Brigadier
W. F. Latham, D.S.O., who recently passed away suddenly
while spending an evening with his old comrades at
Leicester.
Billy Latham was a good soldier and a grand friend.
We shall miss him in more ways than one. We stood in
silence as a mark of respect to one who had done so much
and who died with the Regiment he loved so well.
Those of our members who were able to be present
at the Jubilee Celebration Service in Canterbury Cathedral
are all agreed that the Service and March Past were of a
most impressive nature.
Of our friend. Major R. Cleaver, we are sorry to say
that he is still very ill, and we have now learned that he
has gone into the University College Hospital in London,
where it is hoped that further treatment will improve his
condition. We all send him very best wishes for his return
to our circle.
The Committee hope to be able to arrange, at their next
meeting, a ladies' night to be held at the T.A. Centre, in
Avebury Avenue, on Wednesday, the 17th September. We
trust that all who can will come along and make this even
ing a success. If this should prove to be the case others
will follow.

+

Said one girl to another as she gazed around at the
other seaside sun bathers : " Some of the best comic strips
are on the beach."
Doctor—" How do you feel today, sonny ? "
Wee Angus—"The same as usual—with my hands."
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Hare and Hounds." 340 High Street.
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 3878).
The second Friday in every month at "The
Mr. R. A. Fielder ...Mr.^
Len Clarke
Queenswood Road
Polest Hill.
Railway Signal." Devonshire Rd.. Forest
Hill, S.E. 23.
S.E.23.
Every
six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Mr. Haddon
. . Mr. W. T. Nichols.
g The Bungalows
Cross Lane West.
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
Gravesend, Kent.
Last Friday each month, at "The Cran
Mr. Trefor Thomas . Mr. T. Briddock.
bourn." 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane.
74 cherry Tree. Walk. West Wickham.
Leicester Square. W.C. 2.
Kent.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m. Ser
Mr. H.W. Maxlow
.. Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Watermem,
Maidstone.
The BarraGks
geants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Gast Thursday each month, at 8 p.m.. Drill
Maj. A. H. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
c/oT.A. Centre. Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
Hall, Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
TD
" FleursdeLys," Sandgate. Quarterly, first
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell
Mr. E. W. N. Elvy.
Friday. February. May. August, Nov.
235 clieriton High Street. Folkestone.
Mr. A. V. Smith

Maj. N .S. C. Elmslie . M. F. Jezard.
2 Milton Gardens. Tonbridge.
Lt.Col. G. K. Del'rates Mr. C. Sayers.
D.S.O., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens. Orpington.
Major
E. Goodman . . Mr. T. Shepherd,
J
.
Bromley. Kent.
4Q2


. Mr. A. E. Buddell.

OH.E.. M.C.

Mr. J. Mlngay

Do vnham Way

Third Wednesday of each month. T.A.
Centre, Avebury Avenue. Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
Bromley.
Reunions annually in March or April as
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."

Mr. Stanford.
10 Bramble Close. Maidstone.

Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."

Mr. L. W. Dawson
^ ,
19 Chestnut Drive. Heme Bay, Kent.

Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."

J:r. r £:,SXe Cove, BMektKMh, S.E. 3.

Meeting first
Tuesday each month. Holly
Hedge House. Blackheath.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are :
Life Membership : Officers £ 2 / 1 0 / 0 ; Other Ranks, 1 0 /  ; or an Annual Subscription of : Officers, 5/, other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress.
Past and

The Association is affiliated to t h e British Legion.

Present Association

Badges are available at a cost of 2 /  to Life Members.

All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

BADGES
TIES
and

WALE PLAQUES
IN ALL REGIMENTS AND SERVICES

Badges from 8/9
Ties from 7/9
Wall Plaques
from 25/9

Sk<» T ^
6 GABRIEL'S HILL
MAIDSTONE
TEL. 4431

HALLMARK
mobile
cellar cooler
This is the ideal cooling unit
for cellars up to 1,500 cu. ft.
capacity, for isolated stillions
in large cellars, and, because
of its complete mobility,
for dealing with sudden temperature
emergencies.

J. & E. HALL
do
/tb

REFRIGERATION. LIFT

Ltd

AND ESCALATOR

ENGINEERS

DARTFORD, KENT. Tel:

DARTFORD 3456
AP92
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Field Marshal Lard UgotUer and hi> personal Secretary Mr. Richard for. From a contemporary
paintin'j hp David Moricr in the possession of the Cox's .( King's Branch of Lloyds Bank Limited.

IN 1758 Field Marshal Lord Ligonicr appointed Mr. Richard Cox as
Secretary (de facta agent for pay and Supplies) to the 1st Foot Guards, of
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto "Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive," "Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
''Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah,"
"Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma,"
"Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow,
New Zealand,
Egypt, 1882,
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002" "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau." "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne,1914," "La Bassee, 1914,^
"Messines, 1914, T7" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien
^ Frezenbeig
Loos,^
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Poziers,
Guillemont,
FleisCourcelette,^
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," Scarpe,
'Oppv" "Pilckern," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele,
Cambraj,
1917 '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," ' Amems,
Bpaume,
1918" "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," Sambre,
Fiance an
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani
Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell ' Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,
"Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Alamein,"
," "North
Impossible
Advance to
Monte Spaduro," "Senio."
Razabil," "Mayu Tunnels,"

Second World War—"
"Djebel Aboid," "Djebel
Africa, 194243," "Centurip
Bridge," "Villa Grande,"

ColonelinChief

: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.

Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn.. Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
Allied Regiment of t h e New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

Battalions :

British Forces Post Office 53.

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of t h e Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the.
Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
LieutenantGenerol Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.

REGULAR OFFICERS
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Names
Flint, A. J. M„ M.B.E

1 R.W.K.
MAJORS

Read, M. R., M.C. . . ,
Grove, M. R. L., M.C
Bailey, J. D. B.
Archer, M. G. M M.C.
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K
Gwilliam, D. H., M.B.E
Faulkner, D. O
Brock, J. H
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring, H. B. H.
Eason, J. A., T.D. . .
Elgood, P. N
Crumplin, W. C. D. .
Weymouth, G. U., M.B.E
Dover, V., M.C
Willis, C. F., M.B.E., T.D
Roper, I. H., M.C
Scull, D. S
Monckton, D., M.C., T.D.
Macmillan, I. A
Woodman, E. G., M.C.
Ambrose, W. G. R. . . .
Ruffell, D
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W
Winstanley, R. G. . . .

Depot Holdee.
(Lt.Col.) A.A.T.D.C.
War Office.
1 R.W.K.
Range Control, B.A.O.R.
H.Q. Western Comd.
M.D.C., T.C., Millom.
War Office.
(Bt. Lt.Col.) H.Q., Rhine Dist.
4/5 R.W.K.
(Bt. Lt.Col.) Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
Junior Leaders' Bn.
H.Q., Northern Comd.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
War Office.
2 Ghana.
4 Malay.
G.L. Sec., Hong Kong.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
2 Fed. Inf. Bde.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
Depot Holdee.
5 Molay.
H.Q., 70 Inf. Bde.
Staff College, Brussels.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

B.E

Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
I R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
12 Liaison Fit. A.A.C.
1 R.W.K..
Depot, R.W.K.
4/5 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
4 Malay.
Leave, U.K.
2 Nigeria.
2 Ghana.
1 (NY) Bn., K.A.R.
1 R.W.K.
LIEUTENANTS

Wood, W. R.
Tarver, C. L.
Newall, M. R. M.
Pybus, I. D
Heatly, A. F.
Durtnell, R. J. .
Taylor, E. A.
Butler, G. D. B. .
Langhorrie, J.
Hiscock, P
Cleaver, G. F. . . .
Smith, M. J. . . .

Fed. Malaya Mil. Forces.
1 R.W.K.
(T/Capt.) 3 Para.
3 Para.
3 Para.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
1 R.W.K.
A.D.C., G.O.C., E. Anglian Dist.

CAPTAINS
Russell, H. C., M.C., D.C.M
Fitzpatrick, J. N
Mannering, L. A
Dinsdale, J. W
Beaumont, S. H

C. G.
C. .
C. .
H. .

1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.

11 K.A.R.
P.S.O.
A.S. of M.T., Bordon (Inst.).
H.Q., 2 T.A.F.
(T/Major) A.S.P.T.
LIEUTENANTS

Hallsall, A. C. L. .
Tizard, L. A. S. .
Gibbs, W. J. . . .
Furionger, B.
Hallidie, N. A. .

(A/Capt.)
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
J.S.A.T.C., Woolwich.
Att. 1 Green Howards.
2nd, LIEUTENANTS

Colegate, T. K
Clinch, M. J

1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTER

Cook, E. S„ M.B.E.

(Moj.) 6 K.A.R.

4th/5»h

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel: Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D.
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Waring, A. R. H., T.D.
MAJORS
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Bobby, F. J.
Coath, T. C.
Wood, D. W. J., T.D.

Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Pennells, H. D. A.
CAPTAINS

Newman, B. J.
CalverJones, J.
Duggan, H. R.
Innes, C. A.

Ogilvie, J. B.
Clemence, M. J.
Wcftson, K. E.
Robson, T. J. R.
SUBALTERNS

Smith, J. C. C. J.
Young, R. N.
George, P. M. J.
Maw, N. N. G.
Pedgrift, G. E.
Parker, R. K.
Fraser, C. G.
MorleyJacob, P. J.
Nyren, M. V.
Horton, R. J.

macLachlan, S.
Gregory, M. K.
Sutton, J. D.
Cyster, P. L.
Parslow, J. P.
Turner, D. M.
Burrell, G. K.
Curtis, D. R.
Day, B. E.
Canned, K.

2nd LIEUTENANTS
Champion,
Pearce, N.
Holman, J.
Whitty, R.

Mil. Record Office, (Ghana.
R.B.D., British Army T Post Office 5.
Welfare Officer, M.P. and D.P.,
Shepton Mallet.
Depot Holdee.

Marsh, H. W.

CAPTAINS
Abplanalp, V. C
Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R
Clarke, C. S
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholfs, R. W. G.,
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S
Goodwin, P. J
Norton, J. D
Lygo, J. R
Stock, P. R
Leigh, P. S., M.C.
Woolstencroft, D. H
Croven, C. E. . . .
Neve, R. W„ M.C.

MAJORS

Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W. .
Thornton, A. S., M.B.E.
Duffield, G. W

ATTACHED
Capt. J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C. (T.A.) Lt. R. P. Gilbert, R.A.P.C. (T.A.)
Rev. J. E. Robinson, R.A.Ch.D. (T.A.)

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
QUARTERMASTERS
Sivers, A. E., M.B.E., M M.
Blake, A. G., M.B.E.
Stephens, S. V. . . .
Grubb, J. E„ M.B.E.
Hoggart, E. J. W. 

(Maj.) Depot Holdee.
(Maj.) 1 R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
(Lt.) Depot Holdee.
(Lt.) 4 / 5 R.W.K,

2/Lt. R. D. Wallace
2/Lt. S. E. Coningham

2/Lt. R. A. Crane

REGULAR PERMANENT STAFF
T/Major—Major J. H. Brock
Adjutant—Capt. P. J. Goodwin

Q.M.—(Lt.) E. J. W. Hoggart
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Wallet (complete with pencil)
Leather
„
„
„
Plexide
„
„
„
Refill for Wallet
   

"Editorial
Last month we had to apologise for the absence of any
correspondence from the 1st Bn., which for a variety of
reasons was not published. This month, however, we are
happy to be able to print the notes which should have
appeared last month together with those for this issue.
*
:?
*
*
Christinas Cards, 1958
HE picture printed below has been selected by the Regi
mental Committee for this year's Christmas Card and
is taken from a painting of the Officers' Mess Block at the
Depot, Maidstone, by Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.

*

*

*

Car Badges
A few are still available at 27s. each on application to
Regimental Headquarters.



T

There will be two types of card available, one will be
the picture in colour inside, crest outside and tied with
Regimental ribbon, which will cost l/4d. per card and the
other with the picture outside in colour and crest inside
above the greetings at 1/ld. per card, all post free.
Please complete and return order forms to Regimental
H.Q. as soon as possible. This is particularly important for
orders from overseas.
*
*
*
*
Regimental Diaries, 1959
If you want a diary, order it now from Regimental
H.Q. Prices are :—

*

18/4
5/4
4/4
2/10

Social and Personal

W

E were very pleased to see MajorGeneral Dennis
Talbot at the Depot recently, he is recovering from
a big operation and although he is not 100% fit, is looking
more like his old self.
He was accompanied by Mike Smith.
*

*

*

*

Lt.Col. Arthur Howe called to see us a few days ago,
to tell us that after living in Maidstone for over 37 years,
he is moving to Sedlescombe, where he will be living with
his son.
*

*

*

*

Col. Bosun Pulvcrman also paid us a visit. He was
accompanied by his wife, and were on their way through
Maidstone after a short holiday.
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Lt.Col. Charles Chaplin, looking very brown after his
holiday in Malta, has been down to discuss the publication
of his latest history with the publishers.
#

*

*

*

#

*

Major Marsh has just returned from the 1st Bn. in
Cyprus and is now on leave. T. J. D. Locker and R. C.
Robertson, also from the 1st Bn., have signed the Colonel
of the Regiments book, and are now on leave pending their
completion of their National Service.
*

*

*

ANNUAL CAMP

*

P. J. S. Furneaux has recently returned from the 4th
Bn. Q.O. Nigerian Regt. and is on leave pending completion
of his National Service.
*

THE ARMY CADET FORCE

*

Amongst the new arrivals, we welcome J. C. Holman
from the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. Also A. J.
Steed and D. C. M. Newall from Mons O.C.S., who have
flown out to Nigeria to join Battalions of The Queen's
Own Nigeria Regiment.

«
TERRITORIAL ARMY GOLDEN JUBILEE, 1958
The Council of Territorial and Auxiliary Forces
Associations have asked my Association to give publicity
to the following matter.
Provided sufficient names are forthcoming, it is pro
posed to arrange a Luncheon in London on 22nd October,
1958, for Territorial Officers, who served as officers in the
year 1908, when the Territorial Force was created.
All 1908 Territorial Officers, whether they can attend
the luncheon or not, are invited to communicate with :—
Mr. B. E. Sargeaunt, M.V.O., O.B.E.,
Oakover,
Ticehurst,
Wadhurst,
East Sussex.

«

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
DUFFIELD.—On July 28th, 1958, at 23a, The Fairfields,
Farnham, Surrey, to Myra (nee Hookway) and Brian
Duffield, a daughter, Lynne Anne Marie. — "Deo
Gratias."
WOOLSTENCROFT.—On 7th September, 1958, at Mili
tary Hospital, Accra, to Betty (nee Trail) wife of Capt.
D. H. Woolstencroft—a daughter.
FORTHCOMING MARRIAGE
MR. J. M. LEIGH AND MISS O. K. RAVEN. — The
engagement is announced between John Marshall,
younger son of Major and Mrs. j. T. Leigh, of Knowle
House, Maidstone, Kent, and Ophelia Kate, daughter
of the late Mr. C. H. Raven and of Mrs. Raven, of
Tolcarne, Sevenoaks, Kent.
DEATH
COOMBE.—On the 9th August at Farnborough Hospital,
Herbert Walter Coombe, age 80 years.

HE 1st and 2nd Army Cadet Force Battalions of the
T
Regiment camped this year at Yaverland, near San
down in the Isle of Wight. The 2nd Bn., under Major

N. S. C. Elmslie, were there for a fortnight from 27th July
to 9th August. Owing to the limited accommodation at
the camp, 23 Cadets of this Battalion who could, not be
accommodated the first week decided to march from Tun
bridge Wells to the Island. This march, under Lts. Ball
and Farmer, was a great success and the last halt before
crossing the water was at the Depot of the Royal Sussex
Regiment at Chichester at the suggestion of Brig. J. B.
Ashworth, D.S.O., Commander 133 Infantry Bde. T.A.,
where they were royally entertained by that Regiment. The
party was marched into camp, amid cheers, by the Band
of the Kent A.C.F. Regiment Royal Engineers and the
Cadets concerned were noticeable for their rather aloof and
condescending attitude to the lesser mortals who were soft
enough to have to be taken to camp by train ! This form
of training is a very good one for Cadets and it is hoped
that we shall be able to do more of it in future years.
Owing to the late breakup of the Maidstone schools, the
1st A.C.F. Battalion of the Regiment could only do the
last week of camp, but under their new Commanding Officer,
Major R. T. Thuckle, they soon showed themselves to be
one of the: best'of the six Kent Battalions in camp.
Owing to the very restricted training areas in the Isle
of Wight and shortage of transport, it was not possible to
undertake any ambitious " schemes ", but the highlights of
training were " 24hour out" bivouac schemes with every
Cadet looking after himself. The outstanding platoon in
this respect was the " Kohima " platoon under Lt. F. Car
mondy of the 1st Bn. This officer was obviously still full
of the enthusiasm inspired by the excellent King George VI
leadership memorial course he has recently been on !
The other very popular training, which was designed
to engender confidence and give a touch of adventure to
the training was cliff climbing and descending (with and
WITHOUT ropes) and lectures on raiding by a Royal
Marine Commando Officer who was attached to us for the
fortnight. This officer, Lt. J. H. N. Goldsworthy, R.M.,
amazed everybody by his energy. After spending the whole
of the mornings running up and down the cliffs inspiring
and looking 'after the safety of the Cadets he "had sufficient
stamina left to make the acquaintance of most of the best
looking girls on the Sandown beaches and his demonstra
tions to the junior officers of the Regiment on "speed in
the attack" and efficient consolidation in this recreational
training left these officers looking on in wistful admiration.
The weather was not very kind to us, but the morale
was excellent, despite the usual difficulty of only one
battledress for each Cadet. A motor launch was placed at
our disposal by the local R.A.S.C. waterborne unit and
visits were arranged to submarines in Portsmouth and the
Royal Marines put on a special demonstration, complete
with helicopter, at the Eastneigh Barracks. There was
a funfair and zoo within 'a mile of the camp and pocket
money disappeared rapidly.
Altogether, despite the weather and our somewhat
cramped quarters, a very enjoyable camp and the burning
question now is—where do we go next year ?
F. K. Theobald.
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Kent Messenger Photo

These Cadets of (he 2nd R.W.K. Bn. formed a skiffle group, "The Matfield Mudrakers."

Kent Messenger Photo

Kent Messenger Photo

Going down—" free descent " training for these cadets
meant getting down the cliff the quickest and safest way

" Roping up" a cliff is Cadet Michael Magee, a mem
ber of the Westerham detachment of the 2nd R.W.K.
Bn. A.C.F.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Harry Brown (Regt. No. 7722),
674, Oak Street E., North Bay, Ontario.
Dear Sir,
I am enclosing with this letter a copy of a photograph
taken at Grand Shaft Barracks, Dover, 1908, 1st Bn.
Signallers, with R.S.O. Lieut. W. C. O. Phillips. This being
50 years ago, I thought it may be of sufficient interest to
be reproduced in the Gazette. Over the years I have often
looked at this and 1 wonder if there are any of my old
comrades who survive today.
There are three whose names I cannot remember. I
have listed the names on a separate sheet, with their
positions.
If my memory is correct, it was soon after this photo
graph was taken that the historic flight of Bleriot's was
made across the Channel. Hubert Latham had made an
attempt a week previous and we actually saw his plane

crash not far from the Admiralty Pier. Centre figure in
the third row of this photo is Pte. J. Wright, who owned
a motor cycle. Word had reached us early on the Sunday
morning that a plane had landed behind Dover Castle. Joe
Wright immediately was away to the scene. He returned
with a full description of the plane and a piece of strut
with an adjusting nut stamped Bleriot. Joe had many offers
to buy it but as far as I know he never parted with it.
It was this year, 1908, that the field telephones were
to be used for communications between Brigade and Regi
mental H.Q., and 1 attended a course of instruction at
Dover Castle in telephony.
We received our new Colours the next year at Dover,
1909, and I believe the same year we were moved to the
Aldershot Command and took over the Quebec Barracks,
Bordon Camp.
One of the memories of 1910 was a Saturday morning,

Back row: I. Pte. Hodgson; 2, ?; 3, W. Brown (Broncho); 4, Pte. Pink (Sticks); 5, H. Brown 7722 (Broncho), served
in 1st Bn., 19041920, now residing North Bay, Ontario; 6, ?; 7, Pte. Bishop (Smocky). Third row : S, Pte. R. Cruse;
9, Pte. Needham; 10, Private Davis. A photo in " Invicta " of signallers. You can recognise Sgt. Davis in this photo. 11,
J. Wright. Brings back memories of Bleriot's Channel flight. 12, Pte. Barker. Won the honour of best shot in the
Regt. and "F" Coy., 1909. 13, Pte. Banks; 14, Ben Sharp, hobby, weightlifting. 2nd row: 15, ?; 16, J. Kirby, light
heavy weight boxing; 17, Pte. Crowhurst; 18, J. Green; 19, Pte. Woods; 20, Pte. Hollands, nicknamed Boxer. Had
served with some expedition against Somali's. Claimed he could speak Somali and had been used as interpreter.
Occasionally would go on a binge. He could then speak three languages, English, Somali and Profane. 21, Pte.
Fitzgerald. Seated : 22, L/Cpl. Holmes; 23. L/Cpl. Fermor; 24, Sgt. Cordeaux; 25, Lt. W. C. O. Phillips. A splendid
officer to his men. (Killed at Wasmes, 28th August, 1914). 26, Cpl. Dale; 27, L/Cpl. Ridgers,
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I believe in May. At that time, of course, we had eight
Companies to the Regiment, A to H. I belonged to H
Company, under Capt. Wilson, and our R.S.O. was Lieut.
Fisher. It was the usual scrub out of barrack room and
kit inspection. One of the lads had slipped over to the
post office to mail a letter and came tearing back into the
barrack room, yelling, " Pack up your kits. The King is
dead." We didn't pack up any kits, but it was true that
King Edward VII had passed away. Later, the Battalion
lined the streets at Green Park, London, for the funeral.
This was a rugged day. Ceremonial dress, in the wee hours
of the morning, entraining at Bordon Station, detraining at
Waterloo Station, piling arms, getting a canteen lid of tea
and a sandwich, smartening up and removing any travel
stains, fall in and marching through London to our posi
tion, and standing in the one spot for hours and then
marching back to Waterloo and back to Borden. 1 often
thought afterwards it was a sight I wouldn't have missed
and a very memorable occasion, with so many of the
world's monarchs present.
I have another photo somewhere around, taken in
1910, of H Company's team in the Evelyn Wood Cup
Competition, taken during the march through the village
of Farnborough. In command and leading the team was
2/Lt. W. V. Palmer.
Before the last war I happened to notice in one of
our newspapers that the Battalion under the command of
Colonel W. V. Palmer was stationed at Haifa. It brought
back memories and I was on the verge of sending that
photo of H Company team to him.
I certainly appreciate receiving the histories of our
famous old Regiment. I have met very few of our Regi
ment in Canada and those who I did know have now passed
on.
There may be others in Canada and, maybe, through
the columns of the Gazette I can get in touch with them
again.
Trusting this photograph will be of some use to you
and with best wishes to you, any of my old comrades and
the Officers and members of my old Regiment.
I am, yours faithfully,
HARRY BROWN,
A/Sgt. (Retd.) (7722), 1st Battalion.

Dear Willie,
I have received a letter from Pug Durtnell, who sug
gests that I should write to you following the death of my
father, who was an officer in The Queen's Own in the
1914/1918 War.
He died on 9th August in Farnborough Hospital, aged
80 years. He was Herbert Walter Combe and served in
India, 1917 to 1919, with l/5th Bn The Queen's Own and
his C.O. was Col. Fraser. He left his Battalion when he
was posted for special duties in Poona and came home on
discharge at the end of 1919 with the rank of Lieutenant.
He was always interested in the Regiment and, as you
know, both my brother Gerald and myself followed him
into the Regiment.
Yours sincerely,
H. D. COMBE.

Dear Editor,
As you know I am leaving the Regiment and trans
ferring to The Parachute Regiment. I felt I would like
to write a line to say " good bye " to all nly friends and
to thank everyone for the very happy time l have had in
The Regiment. I was commissioned into The Regiment on
31st January, 1936, and it is sad to think that when J leave,
none of the four officers commissioned on that day will
still be serving in the Regiment.
I am lucky enough to have been selected as Comman
dant of the Army Airtransport Training and Development
Centre on promotion, and hope to welcome members of the
Regiment on the air portability courses there. 
Once again, " thank you" all for twentytwo very
happy years and wishing you all good fortune in the future.
Yours faithfully,
MIKE GROVE.
4
GOLD MEDAL & TRENCH GASCOIGNE Prize Essay
Competition, 1958.
Prize — Thirty guineas and Gold Medal.
Closing date—15th November, 1958
Subject— 1. In a few years time the fear of retaliation may
inhibit both East and West from contemplating the use
of nuclear weapons against each other. This state oi
affairs may tempt the Communist parties to increase
their efforts to gain limited military and diplomatic
objectives by "nibbling" tactics. Discuss this possibility
and the ways and means by which the free world can
avoid being "nibbled to death" in an age of nuclear
stalemate.
OR
2. The thermoneuclear deterrent is the Western
Nations method of preventing global war. Discuss how
the Regular Forces might be organised and disposed in
order to win the present Cold War in the next ten years.
General conditions for this essay competition are contained
in A.C.I. 116/1958.
4
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THE BATTLE HONOURS OF THE QUEEN'S OWN
VIMY, 1917

T

HE Battle Honour " Vimy, 1917 " was won by the 1st
and 6th Battalions during the Great War of 191418.
The Vimy attack was the first major Allied offensive
of 1917. Jt was launched against a German defensive belt
which stretched from a village southeast of Arras to the
northern; end of Vimy Ridge. The belt was more than
five miles in depth and included three separate trench
systems. For nearly three weeks before the attack the
defences were bombarded by heavy guns, while gas was
discharged on an extensive scale whenever conditions were
favourable. By April 9th, when the assault was delivered,
much of the defensive wire had been cut, the trenches had
been effectually battered and the German garrison was
severely shaken.
The attack was made eastwards on a fifteenmiles
frontage by the Canadian Corps and twelve divisions of the
British Third Army. The 1st Battalion (Lt.Col. H. D.
BuchananDunlop) was in the 13th Brigade of the 5th
Division; this brigade was attached to the Canadian Corps.
The 6th Battalion (Lt.Col. W. R. A. Dawson) belonged to
the 37th Brigade of the 12th Division. The Canadians were
on the left, directed against Vimy Ridge. The 12th Division:
was in the right centre near Arras, with Observation Ridge
as its objective.

The 13th Brigade was to follow the 2nd Canadian
Division until the latter had captured its second objective.
The Brigade, with the 1st Battalion and the 2nd King's
Own Scottish Borderers leading, would then pass through
the Canadians and advance to the eastern edge of Viniy
Ridge. The 1st Battalion left the assembly trenches at
7.30 a.m., two hours after zero. Snow was falling as the
troops moved forward in artillery formation across ground
that was pitted with craters hnd shellholes. When they
reached the German firstline trenches the tanks, which
should have,.supported the attack, were found stuck in the
mud. In spite of this the Canadians had pressed on. The
battalion arriyed at its place of deployment punctually, and
at about 9.30 passed through the Canadians as they were
consolidating, on their second objective. So effective was
the barrage that Thelus Trench was stormed with little dif
ficulty. Here, some thirty Germans were captured. C and
D Companies (Capts. J. F. Bellman and W. Wilberforce)
consolidated Thelus Trench and promptly sent parties for
ward to the blasted remains of Count's Wood. When the
barrage lifted, A and B took up the advance. B (2/Lt. E.
Jenkinson) entered Goulot Wood from the north and fought
its way through it. A (2/Lt. G. W. Press) came up on B's
right. By noon the battalion, having cleared the wood, had
reached its eastern edge. This was its final objective. Many
casualties were inflicted by the Lewis gunners on the retiring
enemy. Nine guns of various calibres were captured.
From Gpulot Wood there was a good view of the
country at the1 foot of Vimy Ridge. Much movement was
detected in the plain below. The speed of the advance
seemed to have taken the Germans by surprise, for they
did not attempt any vigorous counterattacks. Indeed,
during the remainder of that day and the whole of the next
consolidation was almost unhampered by hostile shellfire.
On the night of the 10th the 1st Battalion was relieved by
a Canadian unit. Out of the 675 all ranks who went into

action, Lt. F. C. Hyde had been killed; twentyfive other
ranks had been killed or were missing; and 2/Lt. de S. H.
LewisBarned and 111 other ranks had been wounded.
Capts. Bellman and Wilberfore won the M.C.
The 12th Division attacked with the 37th Brigade on
the right, the 36th on the left and the 35th in support. In
the 37th Brigade the 6th Queen's and the 7th East Surreys
were leading; the 6th Battalion followed The East Surreys.
Here also the artillery had done its work effectively, so
that the first objective, known as "The Black Line," was
quickly secured. Passing through The East Surreys, the
6th Battalion met considerable opposition from enemy,
machine guns. Moreover, the tanks which were to have
cooperated did not arrive. After hard fighting the 6th
reached the western slopes of Observation Ridge at 8.50.
A little later Col. Dawson reported that he was still making
progress on the flanks, but was held up in the centre.
Gradually the detachments on the flanks worked their way
inwards. Under this pressure the resistance collapsed, and
the battalion seized the second objective. There as pre
arranged, the 35th Brigade passed through on its way to
" The Brown Line." Besides numerous prisoners, the 6th
captured one gun and a box containing halfadozen Iron
Crosses which had been sent up for distribution with the
rations. It had lost 171 casualties, of which 2/Lt. W. H.
Proctor and thirty men had been killed; 130 all ranks had
been wounded; ten men were missing.
For the 6th Battalion this was not yet the end of the
battle. After the 35th Brigade had secured "The Brown
Line," the 37th Division came up and carried on the advance
to Monchy le Prefix. This village stood on high ground
and had to be retained at all costs. As the 37th Division
had lost heavily, the 37th Brigade was ordered to relieve it.
The relief took place on the evening of the 11th. The
position occupied by the 6th Battalion formed a pronounced
salient, and was under steady shellfire and intermittent
sniping. For tired jlien it was a severe test. But Col. Dawson
set a fine examplg of devotion to duty. He was indefati
gable. With characteristic coolness he inspired confidence
in all ranks. Ultimately a unit of another division arrived
to take over, and the 6th was withdrawn out of the line
for rest.
After the war, five of the guns captured by the 1st Bn.
in Goulot Wood were placed on the Depot square at Maid
stone. They remained there until they were removed dfiring
the World War of 193945 to be melted down as scrapmetal.
H.D.C.
'



6th BATTALION DINNER
6th Bn. O.C.A. The Annual Reunion will be held at
the " White Hart" Hotel, High Street, Bromley, Kent, on
Saturday, 4th October, 6.30 p.m. Further particulars from :
191418 members—C. Sayers, 59, Grasmere Gardens,
Orpington;
193945 members—E. Davies, 15, Widmore Road,
Bromley.
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News

from

i st BATTALION

T

HE past month has been
spent, apart from two
separate 24hour rest periods,
continuously
on
Internal
Security operations, in the
mountainous regions from
Troodos in West Cyprus to
Akanthou in our old 1957
Battalion area in the Pan
handle, and in the villages in
the Limassol and Famagusta
areas.
After a rapid recall from
one operation on 13th June,
to take over duties in Nicosia
Old City, we had a period of
changing plans and uncer
tainty, during which we were
liable to move in several
different directions and in
various types of transport in
cluding Hastings and Bever
leys. This was all changed
again with the arrival of reinforcements into Cyprus, and
we finally found ourselves building Scale A Tented camps
for them.
We were happy to welcome into our own camp during
this period 9 Ind. Parachute Sqdn., R.E. The silver beer
tankard presented to the 2nd Bn. Officers' Mess at Shorn
cliffe in 1937 by officers of 9 Fd. Sqdn., R.E., which after
wards became 9 Ind. Parachute Sqdn., R.E., were produced
and their exclusive use offered to the officers of the Para
chute Sqdn. during their stay with us. We were glad to
see that they used them with enjoyment, relish and regu
larity.
On June 30th another operation started. This took
place in the mountains and we hoped to find " Uncle
George" or his chief lieutenant. The Bn. was divided into
two task forces for this operation, known as Curley and
Snipe officially, and as the 50th and 97th within the Bn.
It thus came about that the standard of the 97th was raised
by Maj. Archer in a forest hut in the Troodos area, and
for a few days the 50th and 97th competed with one another
to find EOKA terrorists. Unfortunately the information
was not high grade and neither force had any success,
although the operation proved valuable additional training
in a partially helicopter mounted operation. The fact
that there were no M.T. accidents on the narrow, steep
and tortuous mountain tracks, wedged between vertical
cliff faces on one side and precipitous drops on the other,
reflected very creditably on the high standard of driving of
the M.T. section and our R.A.S.C. 3 ton drivers. The only
casualty was one burnt out clutch.

Battalions :
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Apart from a small forest fire, the only other incident
worthy of note was that Maj. Archer, feeling that his share
of the Intelligence Section might have been more equitable,
captured one private soldier of that Section during a visit
to the H.Q.'s of the 50th and bore him away to his own
H.Q. where he rendered valuable service.
The Bn. returned to C.B.S. Camp in Nicosia on 3rd
July. On 9th July the C.O. was again summoned to
another O. Gp. at short notice and we were off again to the
Kyrenia Range and our old stamping ground near Akan
thou (Maj. Dowse please note). The first few days were
spent in cordoning and searching villages largely as a cover
plan for the main operation. This was to cordon and
search of an alleged occupied hide in the area of the high
razor backed ridge overlooking the village of Akanthou.
The information was reasonably good and morale was high
as 6 R.A.F. and 4 R.N. Commando helicopters flew in at
dawn, with their lights winking all the way from Nicosia,
to the Brigade Landing Zone. They took off again, after a
few minutes, at 0.415 hours. For the next H hours the
helicopters (lew in 87 men of the Bn. and 120 men of 45
Commando R.M. (our friends of Malaya days) to establish
the cordon 5 miles away, while M.T. rushed the rest of the
Bn. simultaneously 8 miles by road and mountain track to
thicken up the positions passing Mersinniki, the old " A "
Coy. base, in a cloud of dust at first light.
There were some unpleasant experiences and some
amusing ones during the helicopter lift. Lt.Col. Jack
Richards, R.M., whom some of us knew in 45 Commando
in Malaya, broke his ankle when, reaching the end of his
rope, the chopper hit an upward thermal and he dropped
about 30 feet on to rocks. Our own Coy. Commanders
were horrified to hear pilots telling them to drop free, from
1215 ft. Fortunately there were no casualties, but verbal
accounts afterwards from Maj. Waring and others were
vastly entertaining (and probably exaggerated !).
As the first helicopters touched down, shots were fired
by the Commandos at three men running away; possibly
couriers or food suppliers late in leaving the area. None
were hit as far as we> know, though blood was later found
by Sp. Coy. in another area. In spite of reasonably high
grade information, only an old uninhabited EOKA hide
was found.
Many shots were fired during the nights at alleged
human movement, and quite a reasonable sized scrub fire
was put out. This was started deliberately to clean up
deep wadis. Suddenly the wind changed and the fire swept
up the hills. " A " and " C " Coys, had a most exhausting
time till the fire was brought under control.
On July 20th the Bn. returned to C.B.S. Camp, Nicosia,
looking forward to a good night's rest after 11 nights of
little or no sleep. However the next day, July 21st, the Bn.
was called out again after the midday meal and sent down
to vacant piece of real estate, 2 miles north of Limassol.
where camp was set up under the Carob trees. The same
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night we rounded up 101 wanted men in 24 villages in the
Limassol area ably assisted by the police. The A.S.P. with
whom we worked. Bill Holdsworth, was a Buff some years
ago and served with 4 R.W.K. as a C.S.M. Two days later,
a series of road blocks were established simultaneously on
all main and many subsidiary roads throughout the island.
At the road blocks all identity cards were checked against
a list of wanted numbers. Road blocks leading into and
out of Limassol sometimes had as many of 60 waiting
vehicles. This caused inconvenience and some expatriates
complained bitterly at the delay but thorough searches were
vital. As a result of hard and patient work, a further 31
wanted men were detained, though no arms were found.
The operation was very successful in that large num
bers of EOKA village groups, couriers, and food suppliers
were arrested throughout the island. It has had a most
damaging effect on EOKA organisation, though it has pro
duced a large administrative problem. The number of
detainees was far higher than anyone expected. After
spending a further week in the Limassol area, until rein
forcing units were fully equipped and operational, the Bn.
returned to camp on July 31st and it was announced that
we were to have a week's rest and administrative refit.
Certain members of the Bn. reviewed this announce
ment with some sceptism and not a little merriment. They
were proved right. By 0330 hours on August 2nd, 45
minutes after the Brigade O. Group finished, the Bn. was
going hell bent down the Famagusta road, to cordon the
village of Asha, 13 miles out of Nicosia on the Famagusta
road before daylight. Conventional convoy drill was for
gotten, vehicles travelled almost nose to tail and exceeded
speed limits to carry out their task on time.
The aim was achieved (without any traffic accidents)
and by 0430 hours the cordon round the village was estab
lished. The news got round to the outlying marrieds in
Nicosia with surprising speed and most of them arrived
independently between 0500 hours and breakfast. So be
gan Operation Swan Lake. In the first 48 hours about 100
suspects were detained. To date the results have been fair,
and in our next issue we hope to be able to give more details
of larger hauls of ammunition, arms and explosives. In
terrogation of detainees is a long process, and the operation
promises to last a long time. Our friends the Grenadier
Guards, acting on information, found a splendid cache of
arms and bombs which raised everyone's morale.
We have high hopes of obtaining information from the
suspects, as our particular village has a very large EOKA
element. It is, however, an enormous rabbit warren of
mud houses and scruffy back yards, and normal searching
will take weeks. Information is therefore vital. There is
little news apart from our operational activities. Majors
Crumplin and Blake struggle manfully to keep our Adm.
tail wagging in Nicosia, and help to warn families of cur
fews and other local gossip. The families are in good heart
but are beginning to wonder whether they are classified as
" accompanied " or " unaccompanied. " As the present
operation is fairly near, most of the Bn. will be able to have
24 hours a week in Nicosia.
During the month 2/Lt. Scouller and a draft of 34
arrived. They arrived when the Bn. were in the Limassol
area, so it was possible to meet them when they disem
barked. They are not yet committed to ops., pending
training and acclimatisation. The latter is most important
as day temperatures are hovering between 100 degrees and
105 degrees Fahrenheit,

Unfortunately, with such continuous operations it has
been impossible to produce the normal Coy. Correspon
dence this month. Coy. clerks are lying in cordon positions
in fields and typewriters are conspicuous by their absence.
Even the Band have had to guard our detainees' cages, be
fore they have a week's rest in the cool of Troodos Leave
Camp ! We hope to get a breathing space at the end of
the month to produce bigger and better Coy. Correspon
dence.
SEPTEMBER
The intense tempo of operations against EOKA con
tinued unabated for the first half of the month. Operation
Swan Lake, the start of which was reported in last month's
editorial, continued and the total clamp down on three
villages in a known bad area, had a salutary and far reach
ing effect on the activities of EOKA in that area.
A full 24hour house curfew was imposed and while
about 2/3rds of the Bn. maintained the cordon round Asha
village, the remaining 1 /3rd continued to search the many
backyards, manure heaps and unoccupied houses for arms
and ammunition. After the Grenadier Guards' successes
in Vaili when a detainee decided to talk, we held high hopes
of further information about Asha. Unfortunately those
detainees who were taken away, proved to be tough and
obstinate. As each day went by. the Commanding Officer
found it harder and Ijarder to wait patiently until the in
terrogators produced some leads. One source in the early
stages of the operation led 11 Platoon " D " Coy. to four
pipe bombs, which were too dangerous to move and blown
up in situation. Jt was most unfortunate that considerable
damage was done to the local Youth Club ! !
During the next few days " D " Coy's, patience gave
out, and, with no information at all, after really energetic
and diligent searching, they found two pipe bombs under a
tiled floor in a disused house and a number of masks,
cloaks, megaphones and other EOKA equipment in a large
pile of manure. Immediately afterwards the Drums found
five more bombs in an outhouse in the same area.
Two nights later, the Commanding Officer was woken
at 1 a.m. by two members of the Special Branch, who an
nounced that after 6 days' hard work they had a " source "
who would lead us to a cache of bombs. Interest and ex
citement ran high during the " cloak and dagger" drive
through the village, until with a sinking heart, the Com
manding Officer realised what was happening. The
" source " went straight to the empty hole from which the
Drums had removed the five bombs two days earlier ! !
" D " Coy. and the Drums justifiably felt that they were two
days up on the Special Branch. The latter departed after
a beer in the Officers' Mess, secure in the knowledge that
the " source " had at least spoken the truth ! The opera
tion ended before a further six days had elapsed.
In the absence of information, searching could have
continued for weeks, but for a variety of reasons the opera
tion had to be called off, and on 15th August, the Bn. re
turned to Nicosia. There was a feeling of disappointment
as everyone was convinced that there were more arms in
the villages. However as is often the case in large scale
operations of this nature, immediate results are not always
apparent or tangible, particularly when one is operating in
a framework Battalions area. Nevertheless a great deal of
long term information is obtained and much disruption of
EOKA activities results. Operation Swan Lake proved
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this. About a week after the operation ended, the frame
work Bn., the Royal Ulster Rifles, had a splendid success
when two small ambushes killed three terrorists who were
moving their armoury near Lyssi. A large number of
weapons and bombs were recovered and it was announced
later that this'Success was a direct result of the good work
done by 3 Brigade on Swan Lake. It is of interest, also,
that the three who were killed were in the Grenadiers' cage
at one time, but could not be held owing to lack of evidence.
This is typical of the difficulties which units in Cyprus arc
up against; unlike Malaya where bandits wore uniform, it
is almost impossible to know who is the enemy in Cyprus.
The rest of the month has been spent in and around
Nicosia for a change. Two Companies have been doing
guards and duties in support of 50 Brigade and one Coy.
spent a week in Famagusta under command of 1 R.U.R.
Families morale has improved a lot, having seen something
of their husbands for two weeks, after more or less con
tinuous operations since midMay. An amusing and apt
poem on the wives' point of view is the Wives' Club con
tribution for this month. We are tempted to offer a small
prize to the first reader who identifies the recently married
authoress !
During operations the Bn. now issues a daily news
sheet called the "White Horse" and we hope that the
editor can reproduce the copy we are sending him, in this
month's issue. Apart from news items we received many
contributions from both officers and men during Operation
Swan Lake. We hope to produce the White Horse on all
operations in the future.
During the month we have said goodbye to 2/Lts.
Robertson and Locker on National Service release and we
wish them the best of luck at their respective Universities.
We also said goodbye to 2/Lt. Evers for a tour of duty at
the Depot and we hope he will be able to give recruits a
very good idea of what happens on our many varied and
interesting operations. We welcome 2/Lt. Scouller and
another draft who arrived when the weather was really hot.
The weather has been very severe for an active life and re
cently the temperatures have been 108 degrees and 109
degrees Fahrenheit. Even so, that is probably preferable
to the continuous rain in the U.K.
Finally we are able this month with the lull in opera
tions to send the normal Coy. Correspondence as well as an
Editorial and we apologise for the omission last month. It
was due to circumstances beyond our control.
"A" COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
Our recent excursions into the wilds have given us all
further glimpses of Cyprus. The first was a visit to the
Kykko Monastery area of Troodos, where some of the
roads were dangerously narrow with drops of thousands
of feet at the edges. A few of Coy. H.Q. personnel (men
tioning no names) remained rather close to the tailboard of
their vehicle, ready to " Bale out should the vehicle tend
to wander near to the edge. We hear numerous tales of
people sliding down the sides of mountains and of a couple
of unlucky souls who got lost, but these incidents are be
yond us, for we remained at base camp, performing the
duties necessary to run the Coy. Our genial menial,
Chunky Bird, turned out to be a most able Sgts". mess
waiter, and was kept busy by people popping into the Sgts'.
Mess tent for cold drinks. Murmurs of " We ought to put
up a notice saying Joe's Roadside Cafe Pop in and have

one," but the less said about this the better. Apart from
what the platoons went through, Coy. H.Q. thought the
Op. went off rather well. The journey back to C.B.S. Camp
was taken by a different route, owing to the state of the
roads on the way. up !!
On arrival back in Nicosia, our happy " A" Coy.
abode, where we had been living for the last 8 months,
normal duties were resumed, " do this, do that, get this, get
that, " was the main cry from everybody, until once again
those magic words were spoken, " we're gowin arrt agin. "
This time the Bn. had a tenday tour of our old area
up in the Panhandle. This operation included a short visit
to a couple of small villages and then a 7day cordon around
Akanthou. " A " Coy's, old camp at Mersinikki still looks
very pleasant, and we wonder how many wistful glances
were cast in that direction, for many of us can recall our
pleasant detachment from the Bn. at this camp. The usual
tales of hardship in the mountains were again forthcoming,
though we believe there was some justification for them
this time.
We had a 24hour break in camp before moving to
Limassol. There we took part in another operation, the
sudden roundup of wanted men. We remained in the area
for 10 days, occupying our time in patrolling and on
occasions having a quick swim.
Returning to Nicosia, we had all of 36 hours in camp,
before being called out again in the middle ol the night.
For 12 days we assisted in a cordon and search operation
(so well reported in the national newspapers) on the village
of Asha. It came as no small relief when orders to move
were announced. Once again we are back in C.B.S. Camp.
For the past seven days " A " Coy. has provided guards
on various vital points in and around Nicosia. So once
again the Coy. is temporarily enjoying detachment life at
the Kambia mine, General Hospital, Greek and Turkish
consulates and Kythrea Police Station.
Recent weeks have witnessed a number of departures
for U.K., but their places have been taken by drafts 58.04
and 58.07 whom we welcome to the Coy. In addition Maj.
Crumplin left us for H.Q. Coy. and in his place we wel
comed Capt. Shearburn. He unhappily had to leave
suddenly for U.K., and until his return we are pleased to
have Capt. Clarke commanding (by kind permission ol
O.C. "C" Coy.).
THE HAMMERS.
I Platoon
If any casual visitor had stepped into a 1 Platoon tent
on the night of Thursday. 14th August, he might have been
surprised. On the previous night he would have found the
tent empty and on the following night he would have found
8 men deep down in their subconscious. But, on Thurs
day night he would have found 8 empty beds, a lot of
equipment lying loosely around and 8 men lying peaceiully
on the concrete floor who every hour awoke, got up. chal
lenged each other " Halt, hands up, record " or " Quick,
first, Herb, etc." and each answering "Mile, Elliott" or
"For.... sake I've forgotten." Each man would then
realise his mistake and snuggle down on the concrete to
doze away another hour before repeating the performance.
At 0430 the whole platoon arose like one man and plodded
into Oliver's tent to await the arrival of tea. By 0530 all
21 members could be seen outside the cookhouse awaiting
L/Cpl. Bradley's delicious fare. They were all washed,
shaved and clean; and they discussed the merits of concrete
as opposed to Asha earth. Cpl. Garland had tried his bed
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instead, but. found that his spine could not take it and it
took Gissing and Deacon 10 minutes to straighten him.
Of course that day we slowly learned to use our beds again.
We began by only sitting on them and then by lying 011
them for a few minutes at a time before resting again on
the concrete; slowly we got used to them, as we are very
adaptable, and by nightfall we were again fully trained in
their use.
" Terry" Sharpe one day received inspiration by
mediating on a " Bradleyan Sausage Roll " and straight
away invented a " Terrorscope," constructed from rock
cake and a tinned potato rotated on a bed of semialluvial
burned rice, with a faint trace of dehydrated apple used for
zeroing. The contraption is set upon the floor and if two
people gaze at it for two days and three minutes without
ceasing one can recall events over the last two months.
Ptes. Bridges and Drury tested this and after suitable
alcohlic recuperation managed to gasp out their prized in
formation.
They told us of our deep distress caused by the can
cellation of the Queen's Birthday Parade and the postpone
ment of the annual Adm. Inspection. They recall our
admiration for the famous radio and T.V. personalities that
we met while at C.B.S. on guard. They told of one opera
tion spent cordoning a mountain village; and of the heroics
of Cpl. Cooper and others 011 another operation who were
"missing, presumed alive" for over 12 hours. We were
then reminded of the happy hours that we spent erecting
tents for "The Micks" (a great privilege). They also told
us about the platoon gun fight one night on the Akanthou
Corral, and of the wonderful food we enjoyed on our first
few days there. At this point both raconteurs collapsed
but with further suitable refreshments continued with the
Limassol tale of success where amongst other jobs we lined
the route for a ceremonial revue, on which we were in
spected by 16 truck loads of cows, sheep and goats who
drove slowly past while we linked arms to prevent the large
cheering crowd mobbing their beloved livestock from a
Paphos village. It was amusing to get an idea of the Greek
National Nightwear when we collected a selected few early
one morning to take them to a party at the Limassol Gym
nasium. At this point our storytellers gave out finally and
slept for 4 days, only waking 3 times to stand up and face
19 degrees magnetic, salute, say "Three cheers for Mutton
Scotch, " before they fell asleep again.
Our next battle honour was the " Asha Road " where
we received the bar " Cordon of Asha " to our Middle East
and Prolonged Service Medal. Charwallah " Vic " Oliver
produced gungy tea at all times of day; we sold the blue
prints of our secret Sun Bashers to a foreign power for 2
pounds of sugar; we dropped in on various people in Asha
and made a few structural alterations; and after 14 days and
14 nights returned to camp.
We say farewell to "Terry" Sharpe, "Chicken"
Fowler and " Ginger" Pratten and wish them well. We
have a lot of new arrivals to mention, Pte. Powley from
" B " Coy., and Ptes. Curtis, Wcnman, Jarman, Bridges,
Quinnell, Sims, Remedios, Phillpott, Gildea. Horton and
Birchell at different times from the Persil Land. Finally we
settle down again and say to all not in the Platoon " Malus
Luckus Jackus, " and
If you go out in search of fun,
Always take your mag and gun.
THE CHAMPS.

2 Platoon
The last two months have sped by, and our time has
been taken up mostly with operations of one kind or
another. The Platoon was glad to get back to camp, as
the last three operations have followed almost continuously
after each other, and we were just beginning to feel the
strain. The last operation finished on August 14th, and
after a few days in the haven (?) of C.B.S. camp, we are
now carrying out various relatively peaceful guard duties
in the Nicosia area.
The Platoon on the whole acquitted itself well on
these operations, although saddled with sometimes un
interesting jobs. Pte. " Paddy " Neary, who has now left
us for civilian life, can even say he fired (2) shots in anger,
although no one will ever be able to say what he was firing
at. Our two most recent additions to the Platoon, Ptes.
Turner and Clark 302, have had a pretty strenuous baptism
into life in Cyprus, and all credit to them for coming out
alive at the end. Certain other members of the Platoon
(no names mentioned!), with much more experience,
succumbed, and have learnt that unripe grapes are not the
thing to eat, however hungry.
L/Cpl. Galley has now returned from U.K. leave,
and is busy acquiring his sun tan all over again. The
Platoon will be losing their Platoon Commander in the
near future. He is being posted to the Depot as training
subaltern, and will be very happy to welcome all those in
the Platoon returning for demob, and can promise to find
them an interesting job for their last few weeks.

3 Platoon
What a tired lot of soldiers we seem to have in the
Platoon now. After a month of intense activity, we are
just beginning to feel the effect of 3 operations in a row.
No sooner had we finished one operation and had a week
of C.B.S. guard than we were off on a second operation in
the heart of the Troodos Mountains. A few days after this
we were off again—this time to our old hunting grounds—
the Panhandle.
To start with the operation was quite
enjoyable, as wc moved round the area visiting villages and
interrogating all male inhabitants. In one village Cpl.
Guillaume really thought he had something, but in fact all
he did find was a hide where a shotgun had been hidden.
But worse was to come unfortunately. We soon heard
we were going to do another cordon and search operation,
just south of Akanthou. Our regular "grousers" soon
found plenty to talk about. The water situation was
critical for the first three days—and then Pte. Abbott pro
duced some donkeys and the situation was vastly improved.
After seven days of cordoning the area in this rugged
country we were very relieved to hear of our pending
departure—except when we heard we would probably be
moving again within 36 hours of our return.
On the last two operations we have had four new men
in the Platoon. Ptes. Kilburn, Jackson, Baker and Good
year. They have certainly been thrown straight into the
midst of things but there is no better way of learning I.S.
Duties. We wish them all the best of luck during their
time in the Platoon. (There must be some mistake in the
B.O.R.—we have had no National Service releases this
month!).
NOISY THREE.
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" B " COMPANY
The backwater, known as " B " (Cadre) Coy., has not
been in the habit of publishing Q.O.G. notes since the
halcyon days of Suez, when the Coy. was reactivated and
made up to strength with reservists. When the exodus
took place, just after Christmas, 1956, we went back to
our placid and humdrum existence of counting empty
cartridge cases and amending pamphlets. Just recently,
however, the personnel in the Coy. have come out of
their trogloditic trance and have taken a more active part
in the Bn.'s life. The Coy. Comd., Capt. Osborne, acts
as a relief for other officers when they are on leave or
sick; he has recently been M.T.O., O.C. " D" Coy., and
O.C. S.P. Coy., though not all at one and the same time.
C.S.M. Bradshaw had the doubtful privilege of commanding
a PL of " A " Coy. on another operation and C.S.M. Smith,
the Infra Red King, disappears periodically into the hills
with a lot of queer equipment and sleeps all day and
lays ambushes at night.
Our only sergeant, Sgt. Woolgar, is now a tracking
expert and assures us that only his recent promotion
prevented him from going on a diet of " Chappie " and
beef bones. As for C.Sgt. Spalding, he carries on in his
unshakeable way, introducing new drafts to the intricacies
of the F.N. rifle one minute, and withdrawing kit from
over eager, release happy soldiers the next.
In between all this extracurricular activity the drafts
that come and go are given three weeks continuation train
ing, and earlier this year we actually managed to find time to
train a few N.C.O.s in the arts and crafts needed to become
a good PI. Sgt. The instruction must have sunk in
because three of the cadre have actually been promoted to
Sgt. since then.
And finally, a farewell to two of the oldest (in service
anyway) storemen in the Bn., Ptes. Sheehan and Hackett,
who, when they read this, will no doubt be civilians.

"C"

COMPANY

Coy. H.Q.
The tempo of operations prevented us from sending
in our Q.O.G. contribution last month. In fact the last
notes were compiled and submitted from our midJune
operation, " C " Coy. having remained behind under com
mand of 40 Commando Royal Marines, and then, when
40 Commando withdrew, under the 1st Battalion The
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders.
We are indeed making a lot of friends among a number
of other units in Cyprus, for we have been under command
of, or at least working with, no less than five other Bns.
in the last three months. In the first place we were with
the Welch Regt. and the Royal Welch Fusiliers at Xeros
in the Lefka area, then 40 Commando Royal Marines and
the Argylls at Mathikoloni. And as we go to press we
are working on local I.S. duties under The Royal Ulster
Rifles at Famagusta. We are fortunate in having the sea
on our doorstep here, so that when not on duty we are
able to indulge in what has become known as ' watercraft
training.' The aim is to ensure that every man in the
Coy. can swim at least 300 yards without difficulty before
we leave.
During one operation the Coy. was operating in the
Akanthou area under fairly ' rugged ' conditions. All were
in good heart, however, despite four days without bedding
or much in the way of water or other aids to gracious
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living. Then on to a second operation, a most satisfying
and rewarding operation, followed by further I.S. activities
in the Limassol area. Never a dull moment.
The only operation ' with a difference ' was a North
African Exercise which involved Maj. Macmillan, the Coy.
Commander, his batman, Pte. Evans, and his driver,' Koko '
Case, who, incidentally, has been out with us so much that
we now regard him as one of the Coy. The O.C. was
required as an umpire at a large scheme and they set out
one morning from Famagusta with a Land Rover and
trailer and enough compo rations to last 10 days. They
spent a few days in Malta, a few in Tripoli and returned
from their Mediterranean cruise to join us on operations
in Limassol.
During the past month there have been a number of
promotions in the Coy., and we congratulate Cp!s. Leiper,
Brown, Page, Lane and L.Cpls. Langridge, Wells, Woollard
and Gilkes. Unfortunately we have lost some old friends
recently and would like to thank them for all their good
work in the Coy. and wish them the very best of luck for
the future.
Firstly, Mr. Robertson, who has commanded 8 PI.
for over a year and now leaves us to go up to Cambridge
in October. He will be greatly missed, but in his place
we extend a very warm welcome to Mr. Scouller. Cpl.
Gates has left us for Support Coy., Cpl. Baston for release
and Cpl. Hunt on medical evacuation to the U.K. We
all wish him a speedy recovery and hope to see him back
with us soon. The remaining departures are all for National
Service release and we send our good wishes for success
in civvy street. They are Ptes. Chapman and Moggridge
from 7, Bundock and HedieyJones from 8, Sowten and
Webb from 9, and Budd from Coy. H.Q.
We also extend a hearty welcome to Mr. Govan, who
has joined us from the Depot. Cpl. Flopwood has joined
us from the Regimental Police and Cpl. Lowe, Ptes.
Hawkins, Pilcher and Blake arrived in the last few days.
Capt. Clarke has left us for a while to take over
temporary command of " A " Coy., but we hope to see him
back with us before long. In the meantime we will enjoy
our Famagusta swimming while we can.
7 Platoon
Time marches on and in the wave of duties, opera
tions and patrols it was barely noticed that three of our
most ancient members had slipped from our midst. Cpl.
Baston, Ptes. ' Lofty' Chapman and Moggridge have left
the hazards of Cyprus to face the hazards of civilian life
once again. Congratulations to L.Cpl. Brian Humphrys,
who returned to England to sit before W.O.S.B. and is now
at Mons. O.C.S. We thank them all for their support in
the past and wish them all the best for the future.
There are, however, some new arrivals to welcome
to the fold; we extend a hearty welcome to Cpl. Jock
Leiper, who has deserted the Arms Store grotto to take
over from Cpl. Baston. Cpl. Jack is an Aberdonian but
nevertheless seems to feel quite at home among the 7 PI.
Sons of Kent. From the new draft, Ptes. Randtoul. Baker,
Fitch and Clarke have arrived to bring the PI. strength up
to 25. Lastly, congratulations to Cpl. Page on his recent
promotion.
Operation, operations and more operations, that has
been our lot for the past eight weeks, running up hills and
down dale, sitting on night cordons, patrolling, and putting
out forest fires. We have been to all four corners of the
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island arresting and searching. During operation 'Spring
Time' in the panhandle it was difficult to distinguish
between the unshaven members of 7 PL and any terrorists
who might have appeared. We nearly lost L.Cpl. ' Fish'
Munden down a well at Asha, which he was searching for
arms, but managed to pull him out O.K. At the time of
writing we are at Famagusta, attached to the Royal Ulster
Rifles. We are patrolling and doing some guards, mostly
routine work.
Well we apologise for not writing last month and
hope we are able to write again next month (operations
permitting).
' Lucky Seven.'

8 Platoon

Operations and duties over the last one and a half
months: at Akanthou, in the Limassol Area, at Asha and
" Paddy's Incorporated " at Karaolos Camp with the Royal
Ulster Rifles, have kept us very busy but nobody really
minds because time passes much quicker that way.
At the beginning of July three new members joined
the PI; Cpl. " Hoppy" Hopwood, Paddy Cooling and
Jerry Newitt. They were able to develope their "' Moun
tain Legs " (G1098) during an operation in midJuly. We
extend a hearty welcome to them and hope they're now
settled down to Coy. life, even " C " Coy. life !
The next operation was an operation with a difference;
we slept at nights (officially). Our time was taken up
patrolling villages and " blocking the roads," in the hope
of rounding up unwanted and wanted men. It could be
said that we had our share of successes.
We were part of a cordon on the village of Asha during
the third operation in this series, and it was there that we
learnt the true power of E.O.K.A.— a fully trained
squadron of flies set out to make our lives uncomfortable,
and they certainly succeeded. The " Cousins " got them
selves organised and the " Cousins Country Club" was
founded. The club's shower, it is rumoured, is now being
used by the Cyrpiots, who can't make their " Lucks; G.S. "
out, having never seen one before.
At the time of writing we are attached to the Royal
Ulster Rifles, doing guards and patrols. Being near to the
sea, we are able to get in quite a lot of swimming and
have discovered that we have a number of keen fishermen
in our midst.
We would like to congratulate Brian Brown on his
recent promotion to Cpl. We also bid farewell to Ptes.
" Bunny" Bundock and HedleyJones (H.J.). Our PI.
Commander, Mr. Robertson, has also left us. We wish
them every success in their new way of life. It is rumoured
that we have a new PI. Commander, Mr. Scouller, but so
far nothing has materialised apd we are left with Sgt.
Orsler doing two men's work in the meantime.

9 Platoon
During the last two months the PI. has had its share
of Internal Security work on the island. The younger
soldiers have had a chance to get their knees brown and
the older soldiers have shown them how to deal with Greek
Cypriots, although Jim Styles didn't seem to need much
demonstration.
After a tedious fortnight guarding the Cyprus Broad
casting Station we rejoined the Coy. for on operation in
the Limassol area. We took with us Ptes. Andrews and
Arnold, both of whom we welcome to 9; they have now
seen as much service as many of us and are fullyfledged

members. The operation continued for about a week, and
then we returned to Nicosia for a wellearned five days'
rest. But at 0200 hours the next morning we knew we had
been "mugged again," and before we had our eyes open
properly we found ourselves in the familiar cordon positions
around the village of Asha. We had a " smashing " time
there for a few days, pulling brick kilns to bits and search
ing hither and thither among the ruins. The PI. has
discovered a new way to find a needle in a haystack; set
fire to it and wait for the bang. A passing helicopter
seemed particularly worried about the column of black
smoke rising into the blue, spotted 9 PI. and buzzed back
to Nicosia realising that everything must be under control.
And so it was, until ' Tanky' Turke, the fireeating fanatic,
nearly set fire to a small copse."' However, the boys rushed
out to the rescue and a large pile of chaff was the only
casualty.
We lost three worthy stalwarts on this last operation,
"Old Nick" (56.16), "Spider" Webb and Sam Sowten
(56.17), who all made the return journey in the last few
days. We're sorry to see them go but wish them all
the best for the future.
"
A word here about our new PL Commander, Mr.
Govan. Some of us knew him at the Depot and we warmly
welcome him to 9 PI. In command, Little John led his
merry men to a Eucalyptus grove where we set up a PI.
H.Q.; not quite the same at Sherwood Forest, but all kinds
of shelters, tents, hammocks and platforms were erected
and if the operation hadn't finished so early we would
have begun to resemble real outlaws. We were in fact
visited by a shaggy character with a bow and arrow who
wanted to join the band, but .we sent him along to the
Country Club as his arrows were getting a bit dangerous.
Once more we are on location as a Coy., this time
with the Royal Ulster Rifles at Famagusta. The swimming
is good and near at hand and the guards on the detention
camp don't come around too quickly. We would like to
stay here as long as possible.
A new arrival to the PI. is Cpl. Lowe, who has arrived
from the Depot, and he will be taking over 3 Section from
Cpl. John Winter, who will be leaving the PI. shortly.
Good luck to Cpl. Lowe. We think Pete White has slipped
quietly away to become a Coy. Clerk; can't he take it ?
Perhaps he thinks he's on to a ' skive,' but wait until he
meets the O.R.Q.M.S.
Stop Press: Sgt. Sam Kill, not to be outdone by
' Little John,' actually tracked, chased and killed a vicious
looking black snake measuring at least five feet four inches.
Well done Robin Hood !
"The Outlaws."

" D " COMPANY
There have been several changes in " D " Company.
Our present order of battle is: —
Coy: Commander, Maj. D. Monckton, M.C., T.D.;
2 I/C, Capt. J. D. Norton; C.S.M; Leach; C.Q.M.S. Vine.
10 PI, 2Lt. Pearce; Sgt. Scudder.
11 PL, 2Lt. Locker; Sgt. Healey, M.M.
12 PL, 2Lt. French; Sgt Quinn.
We wish success to L.Cpl. Lewis, Ptes. Plowman,
Rowling and Elphick, who have now left us for civilian
life, and welcome members of the latest draft to join us.
L.Cpl. Seaton, our Coy. Clerk, has recently been on
leave in Turkey and enjoyed it so much that doubtless
other members of the Coy. will soon follow his example.
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The absence of Coy. notes in the last issue of the
Q.O.G. was due to the relentless pressure of operations.
These operations are still continuing and we are now
beneath the scant shade of olive trees at the village of
Asha on 'the Nicosia — Famagusta road. "D" Coy.,
reinforced by the Drums, with whom we have worked in
happy partnership during the last two operations, is
responsible for enforcing the house curfew, guarding the
detainees, whose number is over 100, administering and
disciplining the village and searching for hidden arms and
bombs. These tasks provide variety and interest and the
Coy. has achieved a spectacular measure of success. So
far some of the many finds include: Seven bombs, several
detonators, a number of percussion caps, a 9 m.m. round,
empty cases, a quantity of shot, eight masks, three tank
suits, two police boiler suits, clubs, loud hailers and a
cartridge filling machine. As a result morale is high and
enthusiasm boundless. Even on night patrol floor tiles
are eagerly prized up with bayonets in the torchlight in
the hope that yet another cache of arms will be revealed.
Other operations in which the Coy. has taken part
include a large scale operation to catch important
terrorists literally underground in the hills north of
Limassol. " D " Coy.'s task on this occasion was to form
part of a large cordon. Much of the hillside was blown
up by the sappers but unfortunately our prey escaped.
We next moved by night to the Troodos mountains
on another operation. Here, the tortuous, crumbling roads,
seemingly little more than shallow scratches on the sheer
hillsides, provided more cause for fear than any threat of
E.O.K.A. attacks. The other main danger came from forest
fires. 12 PI. had one exhausting climb, scrambling upwards
over the unsure footholds in the shale, in an attempt to
prevent one fire spreading.
Soon after our return from these mountains we were
out again on yet another operation. On receiving informa
tion that there was a hide with a few terrorists in it behind
the village of Akanthou. There is no great victory to record
from this operation: it may be noted, however, that the Coy.
endured hunger, thirst and privation with admirable forti
tude and remained steady under the fire of Support and
" A " Coys.
Some few hours after the end of this operation we found
ourselves under the carob trees at the other end of the
island, just north of Limassol. This was where we made
our contribution to the much publicised operation of round
ing up wanted or suspected men. The Coy. was remarkably
successful.
Four days later we were fortunate to leave the Bn.
to its more tedious task of preserving law and order in the
Limassol rural area while we moved off independently to
the Ktima district and were responsible for a large tract
of countryside, including villages and trouble spots. Coy.
H.Q. was established in the school at the friendly Turkish
village of Lemba, while 11 PI. was ideally based where
its members could spend their spare time basking on the
hot sands and bathing in the blue waters of Coral Bay,
activities which were shared on most afternoons by the
rest of the Coy. Our week on this detachment — holding
the fort until the arrival of the Durham Light Infantry —
was most enjoyable. We had a worthwhile job to do at
a time of great interest. By our very presence we probably
prevented the annihilation of the inhabitants of Lemba
by their Greek neighbours. Almost single handed Maj.
Monckton turned back hundreds of Greeks, who, ignorant
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of our arrival, were converging on the village to finish off
the work begun a few days earlier by their brave com
patriots who had shot dead an aged unarmed shepherd
in the fields and killed one boy and wounded another
as they cycled to the town.
We quickly dominated the area and there were no
further acts of terrorism while we remained. There is,
however, another incident to record; the Turkish villagers
of Arkousos, who had suffered from the attacks of Greeks
in surrounding villages and who feared that to remain
would mean extermination, decided to move to another
part of the island. They therefore packed all their goods
and chattels and waited patiently in the dusty, rocky street
for the arrival of a large convoy of Turkish lorries which
was to take them to their new village near Nicosia. It
fell to " D " Coy. to supervise the early stages of this move;
apparently no representative of the civilian administration
had dared to make the journey along the hill road to these
isolated villagers for over a month and none came to see
them depart.
The move went reasonably smoothly. On the second
day the few villagers left with their donkeys and cows
which they drove down the hill to await transport on the
main road. Four donkeys decided to disobey the word
of command at a track junction and wheeled right instead
of left. They were hotly pursued by an aged peasant
woman, who drove them further and faster in the wrong
direction. She was soon assisted by four members of the
Drums, who, being younger and fitter, drove them away
even more swiftly. Before long four separate " heading
off " parties had been launched on wider and wider flanking
movements, and a few minutes later both donkeys and men
disappeared over the horizon. A quarter of an hour elapsed
before some 20 men and 16 donkeys were silhouetted on
the crest of the hill. Alas, donkey recognition is apparently
a lost art in the mechanised army of today and the deter
mined Drummer had brought in every startled donkey for
miles !

SUPPORT COMPANY

Coy. H.Q.
Having now recovered from two months of ops. we
are back in the old routine, and we take this opportunity
to record our activities since our last notes.
lt all started with an operation in the Phaphos Area,
reached after a nightmare 12 hour drive along crumbling,
precipitous mountain tracks led by Maj. Waring at " hair
raising" speed. The operation proved short and unevent
ful and a little light relief was provided by an instance of
" crash stupidity " by Pte. Watson.
On the second operation, which closely followed,
C.S.M. Warren took to the air, literally this time, in acting
as a despatcher on a helicopter. After the " choppers ' had
left us the Coy. Commander organised " moke " transport
which he handled with the experience of a Ramsgate
Donkey Man.
We returned to C.B.S. only to be called out again on
a third operation. Coy. H.Q. was split up with the various
and to make a change had an enjoyable time.
The fourth operation in this series consisted of a
cordon and search around Asha in which Coy. H.Q. set
up a road block and later assisted on the cordon. The
C/Sgt. and his minions operated the catering side first from
Main and later from the Coy. area. The C.S.M. left us
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for a month's leave after the first day and Sgt. Rickwood
took charge.
After nearly two weeks we returned unexpectedly to
Nicosia.
Members of H.Q. are now settled back into their daily
toil. "Piggy" King, our chubby little pal with the G1098
hair cut was reported to have been seen for a brief period.
Any further information as to his whereabouts would be
gratefully accepted. Hayes, Brian Storeman Mk. 1 re
mained unaffected by our recent activities. His efforts to
convince us that he had been working in our absence left
us cold. This was borne out by the thick mash of cob
webs which covered him.
In the Arms Store Ron Mew is now holding the fort
and Moriarty returns there to sleep; it has not yet been
established where he spends the day. Dave Weston has
now turned quite " hard " with 85 to do and wears P.T.
shorts in the Office and Bal Roberts sits and ponders about
just what leave would be like at the " Coeur de Lyon. "

sleep before the fourth operation in this series, a pro
longed cordon and search of Asha. After three or four
days of this, with dozens of arrests reported from the
village, the Platoon was taken off this operation to train
for a Brigade Mobat shoot with the other units in the
Brigade (a pasatrois perhaps).
Six days before the shoot, the brand new guns were
drawn up from the Q.M., the associated kit including a 1
quart vacuum flask, but no camouflage net or bore sight
adapter. Our greatest need was for pamphlets, but there
were none, so with no Mobat information, and working
from a B.A.T. leaflet, some sort of instruction was given
and the guns were fired at Cape Pyla after 5 days' training.
Despite the lack of correct zeroing equipment, L/Cpl. Mc
Connell's detachment managed to score a few hits, while
L/Cpl. Vale's detachment only failed by reason of an in
correctly aligned spotting gun. We all hope that we shall
oe allowed another shoot shortly to get more confidence in
the accuracy of the weapon.

Anti-Tank Platoon

Mortar Platoon
We regret that owing to pressure of operations we were
unable to submit any notes last month, so we now have two
months to cover.
We have hardly seen C.B.S. Camp at all during this
period; the flap started with the first operation, "a threeday
spree near Troodos. Cpl. Ongley and Pte. Burden to
gether with Pte. Brown of the Signal Platoon were dropped
on to a lofty OP. They spent most of their first day fire
fighting, and as a result they ran out of water and had to
be saved by L/Cpl. Jeffrey who made the ascent in dark
ness. The remainder of the Platoon camped in a deep
river bed where some members had the misfortune to find
they were sleeping on a nest of scorpions. After two days
the operation ended and we made our way slowly back.
Three days later we were called out for operations in the
Kyrenia Range—" a 72hour operation " they said. After
10 days we staggered back into camp. During this opera
tion our food was dropped by helicopter until we managed
to hire some donkeys. L/Cpl. Jeffrey was i/c animal
transport but his donkey unfortunately fell down a hill and
was BLR. He has now learned that it is impossible to carry
the Platoon's rations and one man on a donkey. We re
turned to C.B.S. and looked forward to a short time of
peace.

During the last two months, the Platoon activities have
almost entirely been confined to the maintenance of law
and order, with only a short time off for destroying things.
Starting on the usual personal note, Mr. Durtnell got
married in England in July and we wish him and his wife
every happiness. We understand that their future plans
include a return to a house in Cyprus; we hope that the
somewhat violent scuffle going on won't interfere too
much. We have said goodbye to Cpl. " Mount" Everest,
who will be greatly missed, and we welcome Cpl. Gates
from " C " Coy., who has gone away again to the School
of Infantry on an antitank gun course. Finally, we con
gratulate L/Cpls. Vale and McConnell on their promotions.
Sitting on a cordon for various lengths of time describes
in a phrase what the Platoon has been doing for the last two
months. The first operation, which took place in the
Paphos area was marked by a 13hour trip in a lorry (at
the same average speed as a troopship) and marred by an
unfortunate accident to Pte. Longhurst who fired a shot
gun at himself and scored an outer.
He did not recover in time to rejoin us for the second
operation about which the stories become more horrific with
each week. Our Platoon Commander on this occasion was
Mr. Leckie, lured from the P.R.I, by offers of a threeday
holiday in the open air, who eventually started to wonder
whether his term of service would end before the operation
did. We survived, without loss, the hail of small arms fire
from the next Platoon along the cordon, Ptes. Swift and
Ford who saw some saucers and quickly chased them away
and everyone finished with their heads in the clouds, look
ing down from 1,900 ft. upon Akanthou Church, the only
building in Cyprus (the Platoon was convinced) not entirely
built of concrete and chopped chaff.
Even this operation finished in time, and we had a
peaceful night before the third operation, which turned out
to be not unenjoyable. After the arrest of wanted men
the Platoon spent most of the operation bolstering morale
in a police station at Kalo Khorio (which means "Beauti
ful Village "—Ah well, no comment). On one occasion
compo rations were eked out with pet rabbit stew, there
were plenty of eggs and fresh vegetables each day and it
was probably the nearest we shall get to Aarcady this year.
This operation also finished with the usual optimistic
rumour of a two weeks rest, but we had only one night's

Ptes. Stapleton, Brown, Standley, L/Cpl. Barnden.
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However we had only been in camp an hour when we
were warned that we would be required for town duties in
Limassol the next day. We had an enjoyable time in the
Limassol area; Pte. Lawrence almost got lost when he
allowed a bus which he was escorting, to drive off into the
blue. He was stopped only just in time. On our road
block the monotony was relieved by the presence of two
cabaret artistes—one French and the other Spanish, and
also a German woman who said she didn't mind being
searched in the middle of the road if we wished. This we
assured her was not necessary. Once again we returned to
C.B.S. and were told that we would not be on I.S. duties for
five days, and that even then Sp. Coy. would not be re
quired. Twentyfour hours later we were out at short
notice to cordon the village of Asha. We sat around the
village for nearly two weeks, our only arrests being five
Turks who were stealing grapes from a Greek vineyard.
Now at last we are back in camp and hoping for a
little peace so that we can get down to some serious train
ing. In conclusion we would like to thank C/Sgt. Levett
for his excellent work in keeping us supplied with cold
drinks.
M.G.G. Platoon
Since going to press last month a great deal of time
has been spent and a great deal of sweat has flowed under
our cap bands. Four large Brigade Operations have taken
place. We've been out in force on all these and all agreed
that they enjoyed the short, sweet periods in C.B.S. camp
a very great deal.
On the last operation from which we have just
returned we were able at long last and without filling in
countless forms 100plicate to get the field firing range
Goshi where we were able to introduce the eleven new
members to the gun and a few of its characteristics. It
made a very pleasant change for us after our cordon
around Asha and we were even more delighted when we
got back to hear that the operation was finishing and that
we were returning to camp.
On one of these operations we were nearly in our old
hunting ground, the exA Coy. members were at any rate,
and apart from forest fires and lack of water and shaving
materials, we had quite a time. The second night proved
fun, as two shots were fired in our direction and being
Gunners, all hell was let loose to the tune of 180 rounds,
and the next morning we were delighted to find a blocd
trail. Enen " 4 Stars" was reluctant to be without his
L.M.G. for mere than 30 seconds
Our biggest batch of demobees have now gone and
very sorry we were to see them go. They left us while we
were out on Ops and made the remainder envious, because
they would soon be getting cleaned up, and sad as they had
all done the platoon proud in the good work they did while
we were winning the cup. Thank you, Messrs. Gregory,
Day, Sinden, Jennings, and Hatcher.
Sgt. Kelly has now left for a rifle Coy. in the 4/5 Bn.
After seven years in the Bn. as a gunner he has become a
permanent fixture and will be missed by all very much;
good luck to you, Sgt. Kelly, and we hope to have you back
again before not too long and before you discover that you
cannot " ease pull strike " on a 3.5 Rocket Launcher.
In Sgt. Kelly's place Sgt. Rickwood has arrived and we
would like to welcome him and Cpl. Courcha to the
pl?.toon. Cpl. Courcha is an old member of the platoon
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and doubtless explatoon commanders will recognise the
name.
Mark II is well away on his course, having got 85%
passing in and I hear that he got an A on Fire Control—
well done and keep it up. I also hear that he is enjoying
his weekends—obviously having a holiday from married
life. Mark I is doing Mark II's job while he is away and
we would like to thank Mrs. Mark II fcr the excellent
coffee percolator that found its way on to a certain
cperaticn.
JUMBO'S PETS.
Assault Pioneer Platoon
Since the last issue of these notes there have been
many changes. We have lost Mucker Veal and Sailor
Stedman to Civvy Street and we wish them all the best in
their new life. Also gone from the platoon are Ptes.
Tipple, Mills, Sealy and Nichols, who are all now settled in
their new companies. In their place we welcome five new
craftsmen, Messrs. Feast (he could do with one), Gut
teridge and Hardwick. Also exR.P. Maybank. Still with
us are veterans Cpl. Cartwright, Ptes. Fretter and Pentney.
Also not to be forgotten, Sgt. Coleman, who is with us
when he's not on leave.
On 5th August the platoon attended a Field Engineer
ing Course at Limassol, at which they all did well by
coming back in one piece.
On this cheery note we say goodbye, as somebody is
calling for Q.O.G. notes.
THE LIONHEARTS.

H.Q. COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
Unfortunately, the Coy. H.Q. Q.O.G. notes this month
must be all too brief, due to the great pressure of work,
etc., etc.
Well, the Bn. has returned from keeping a watchful
eye on the people of Asha and peace and insanity reign
once more. The Little People were stirred up with a
vengeance as a cry came from the Bn. for more men, and
they were prised out of their little holes and hiding places
and pushed out to Asha. They returned looking very
operational and found it hard to settle down to clerking
and storing once more.
We would like to say welcome to our new Coy.
Commander, Maj. W. C. D. Crumplin. He got off to a
flying start by polishing off all the release work for about
six months ahead. We sincerely hope that his stay with
us will be a long and happy one.
The C.S.M. has become almost a stranger to us
nowadays, and we only catch glimpses of him as he dashes
in between operations.
The rest of the members of Coy. H.Q. continue much
as usual. We welcome a new member to the happy band,
and to the Coy. stores in particular. He is Pte. Rees, and
may he soon become a fullyqualified Surly Storeman.
Pte. "Lightning" Thorne flies home at the end of the
month, despite monumental difficulties in procuring a
ticket, and we all hope that he has a pleasant leave in
U.K. The GouldCurd team romp through piles of paper
work in a carefree manner, whilst L/Cpl. Stanley looks on
with a fatherly eye, muttering something like " 54 days
to do."
And so, as the sun sets over a vista of bits of paper
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and undone Ration States, we must say farewell for an
other month. And remember, folks, whilst there is life
there is hope.
Stanislavski.

Intelligence Section

In the last month the Intelligence Section have played
two roles. Firstly, in the first operation we were required
to act as the faithful servants of the command post which
was set pleasantly beneath a carob tree in the foothills
behind Limassol. The section patiently plotted positions
and movements of the battalion, tried to remember where
people of importance had gone and acted generally as
righthand men to the duty officer.
On this op. we
certainly envied the companies who toured the country
side every day. When the op. wound up we discussed
possible damage with the owners of the carob trees,
thankfully climbed on our onetonner and left for C.B.S.
The following operation gave us much more scope.
We arrived at Asha early one morning, only to find that
the villagers were already abroad. The interpreters were
rushed round the streets announcing the curfew and the
section began work in earnest. We had as base a large
room in the school, and from there did our best to find
out who lived in the village, what they did for a living,
and, in fact, where they lived (there were no street names
in Asha). The detail collected by the end of the op. was
enormous, yet all this information had to be available
if and when Special Branch wanted it. The searching in
the village, 3oo, was not as haphazard as might have
appeared. The C.O. directed the operation and searching,
and finds were carefully recorded by the Section.
This operation did provide one odd, interesting inter
lude. This was the history of the Ttofis Patera family,
whose womenfolk took offence when their furniture was
moved into the street during the search and who decided
to sleep in the street beside it. Even though the army
offered to take back their beds or provide alternative
accommodation the mother and two daughters refused.
The l.O. fought two battles on this issue on consecutive
nights. On the first the women were persuaded to go in;
on the second the I.O., the C.O., a DetectiveInspector and
the combined force of Famagusta Police were called in.
At 0200 hrs. the women went indoors. We finally said
goodbye to Asha as its menfolk started gnawing through
their eighth or ninth chicken lunch and as the Greek
newspapers ihsisted that the inhabitants were starving.
Among, all this action Cpl. Glen left the Section. He
put on an immaculate B.D.„ shook our hands and left.
Pte. .Smith has taken his place, and waits, with us, to see
what will turn up next.

Signal Platoon
Being in the throes of reorganisation—we always are
—many and diverse are the occupations of the Sig. PI.
The grapevine has it that there will be union trouble if
Masteroperators are used on such menial tasks as battery
cleaning, but Pronto and his Molar are far too concerned
with other matters to worry over trivialities like General
Strikes. Lt. Tarver is searching worriedly for someone
to whom he owes money, while C/Sgt. RossGower is
vainly trying to find someone who owes him money. Any
possibility that this will result in a simple transaction be
tween the two of them is extremely remote. Sgt. Hope—

who only works in the afternoons anyway (M.T.O. please
note)—is staying well clear of all this, and as soon as
the word " money " is mentioned he shoots off out of the
way—probably to see his house agent, as he moves house
about three times a week. But his days are numbered;
the magic words " Drill Parades " have been breathed into
the atmosphere, and he'll have to conduct same. Not
that he's been entirely idle. Trying to convince senior,
nonsignal Warrant Officers that the music heard over the
telephone is caused by induction is no easy task. Honest,
there isn't a radio in the exchange.
That department—the Exchange and Line Section—
is still holding its own despite the efforts of kiteflying
children to haul down the lines, in which they are assisted
by mobile cranes from neighbouring units, who are now
permanently Out of Order. Cpl. Raper and his merry
men crawl over tents, climb poles and generally infest the
Bn. area, trying to keep up with the demands for better
lines, and coping most manfully. At last, however, they've
been able to devise a way of fixing the 2/i.c.'s 'phone so
that it lasts more than two days.
In the Wireless world, things are much as normal, but
we hope to put that right as soon as there's a lull. This
month's weird story comes from them, too. The R.S.O.,
visiting a substation, asked: " Does that wireless work,
O.K.? "
"I don't know, Sir; I can't hear anyone."
" Oh, why is that? "
" Perhaps they're on a different programme, Sir."
Comings and goings are much as usual. Messrs.
Hoad, Lake, Cross and House are off on demob., and a
dozen new signallers have joined us. These have been
hurled headlong into the battle, where they worked sets,
laid line and generally did well. Now we can get down
to teaching them how to do it.
There's been a crop of promotions, too, and con
gratulations are due to Cpls. Ingram and Leavers, and to
L/Cpls. Bradbury, Sneller, Hoff, Dunning and Atkinson.
L/Cpl. Dunning still has to go and get the Cokes, though.
On seeing the promotion orders, Cpl. Knapp (Molar's
ghost) was heard to remark " Good, more Guard Com
manders."
Answers to Correspondents. — No, when the Wives'
Club holds a meeting, they don't send out a knitting call.

Quartermaster's Staff
Once again your scribe rests from his everyday cares
and puts pen to paper to bring such news as is available
from the Q.M. Staff.
As it has been some little time since we last had any
notes published in the. Gazette, there have been :several
changes in the Q.M. Staff lines. So now we say welcome
to all the following:—S/Sgt. Hunter, the new R.E.M.E.
Armourer, whom we collected from our nextdoor neigh
bours, namely, 8 Inf. Wksps., Ptes. Francis, Thwaites,
Yates, Brimstead, Hook, Stocks, Beamiss, Brooke, Rawlins,
May, Crunden and Moss. The farewells that have been
said recently have been to L/Cpls. Scudder, Marsh and
Stanley, Ptes. King, Tapsell, Stretch and Chasteauneuf.
Best of luck to you all! Pte. Martin should be included
in the latter list, but as he has only changed his employ
ment to that of a driver in the M.T., he can hardly be
deemed to be a " fareweller."
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Leave seems to be rather to the fore these days. Both
Sgt. Shields and the R.Q.M.S. recently returned from a
sevenday break in the old routine, whilst, at the time of
writing, the Quartermaster is enjoying a week or two away
from the trials and tribulations.
Over recent months the Bn. has been fairly heavily
committed to operations and all our efforts to maintain
normal routine have gone by the board. We are hoping
that the present lull in activities will help to put us back
to our old helpful level once more.
The canteen, or, more aptly, the soft drink counter,
still flourishes under the able guidance of Cpl. Marchant,
but we are still waiting for the free drinks out of the
profits; or is it true that the aforetimementioned N.C.O.
has been seen studying all the latest car catalogues?
Our congratulations to our plumber, L/Cpl. Scaife,
on his appointment as L/Cpl. i/c Pioneers. We only
hope he doesn't start repairing his broken pipes with
hammer and nails when he gets into civilian life again.
Now all that's left to say, Pass the lemonade, Ron!
Type this, Pte. May.
The Quartermongers.
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M.T. Section
In order that no blemish be placed upon the name of
our usual Q.O.G. writer, it must be made clear that a
new, inexperienced writer has taken his place while he is
enjoying a month's leave in England.
Since the last issue everybody has been extremely busy
and the pace has been too hot for our " Elders and
Betters." The M.T.O. found the grapes and melons during
an operation at Limassol too inviting and could not even
manage to complete the return journey. The last driver
in the convoy tied a label around his neck, which read
" Not wanted on voyage—sore guts." Capt. Campbell
apparently replied " I'd rather die than be left to Sands,"
but further punishment was inflicted upon him.
Mr.
Colgate (who finds great amusement in playing " basket
ball " with his baton over the M.T. rafters) made delicious
feeding material for all the Cypriot bugs in Asha. Sgt.
Brown managed a week's leave after a new arrival in his
family, of which he is very proud. It has been reported
that although it was a baby girl a haircut has been
demanded for the near future! Sgt. Taylor has also spent
a few days in B.M.H., and has never stopped asking
" Where are my stores? " since he arrived one morning to
find out that the Bn. had moved out during the night.
During July 42,000 miles were covered by our vehicles
on operations alone, with a minimum of breakdowns and
no accidents. Only now, after two months of continuous
operations, are we feeling the push, with vehicles needing
considerable servicing and repairs.
We have had to say goodbye to a number of our
"Old Hardies of the M.T.," namely, " Gungy " Malyan,
" Ginger " Young, Bernie Standing, " I'mofftheroad "
Jenner, Mark Hogben, " MasherI'veseen itallbefore"
Murray, and John Bulley. We wish them all the best and
hope that they do not find Civvy Street so bad as to
make them reenlist!
A full driver training programme has been more or
less completed, with most of the vehicles that have been
used for this purpose still in one piece. However, one
trainee got tired of having little excitement and so decided
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to ride the " Wall of Death " with a 3ton truck laden with
petrol when attempting to negotiate a roundabout.
With details continuing and a full servicing pro
gramme in operation, it is most difficult to serve the Bn.
as well as we would like. However, providing the accident
rate is kept at nil we will be well pleased.
" The Mekon Fans."

Bn. Orderly Room

The month of July will be remembered as a month of
great variety. There have been numerous staff changes in
the B.Q.R., and there have been numerous changes in the
locality in which the B.O.R. has operated. Indeed, as far
as variety is concerned, it is doubtful if this July has been
surprassed since the Bn. arrived in Cyprus.
To begin with staff changes. Pte. Dann at last went
his joyful way back to England, back to "civvy street,"
and back to his wife. At the moment, his future occupa
tion would seem to be undecided, but he, apparently, did
not allow that to intefere with his immediate plans, as the
last we heard of him was a postcard of doubtful character
upon which he informed us that he was having a won
derful time, etc., etc., at a certain holiday resort. The
staff wish him all the best in whatever career he takes up
when his " wonderful time" comes to an end. We have
welcomed to the staff this month no less than three new
members, Ptes. Roffe, Kemp and Stevenson. Pte. Roffe
has taken over Part I Orders and typing and is really
getting on top of his job. Owing to the operations, Ptes.
Kemp and Stevenson have been unable to settle down to
any set jobs, but have spent their time, when in camp,
doing any job that has been going.
Congratulations must be given to Terry Barton, re
cently appointed L.Cpl. Apart from the appearance of
one or two wrinkles in his formerly smooth brow, he
looks much the same as before, but it is noticeable that
the B.O.R. tent and the members of the staff who come
under his authority now present a much smarter appear
ance in the mornings. For the benefit of our readers who
are interested in economics, we have recently heard that
sales of soft drinks on the camp have decreased, whilst
sales of boot polish, brasso and bianco have risen sharply!
Due to the abovementioned operations, the B.O.R.
has this month been split into two sections, one of which,
under the direction of the O.R.Q.M.S., has accompanied
the Bn. in the field, whilst the other, less spectacularly, has
remained in camp to carry on with the routine tasks of
the orderly room, under the direction of Cpl. Wilson. Here
we will; take the opportunity of giving our readers advance
knowledge that Cpl. Wilson has recently been promoted
to Sgt., and of offering him our congratulations.
Last, but not by any means least, we must also con
gratulate the O.R.Q.M.S., who, after nine years of office
work and sitting behind a desk, showed what stuff he is
made of by beating a crowd of assorted notables to the
top of a large rocky massif, and falling down the other
side in celebration of this achievement.
" Hank."
Dame Nature denied her the colour that glows
In lips like a cherry and cheeks like a rose;
But it s made up with makeup she takes from a shelf,
For she's a disciple of " Do It Yourself."

Band
I am afraid that although our hopes were high in
our last notes for a return to normal in July it was not
to be, the Bn. were continually out in various parts of
the island rounding up suspect E.O.K.A., etc., etc., which
will have been dealt With more fully elsewhere.
Sgt. McGowan, Bdsm, Lewis, Lockyer and Thomas all
went off for a spot of U.K. leave in July, they are all back
now, and whilst on leave Ivor Thomas tied the " Nuptial
Knot." We wish both him and his wife the very best
of luck and offer them our heartiest congratulations.
Still on the domestic side, we must also congratulate
Cpl. " Benjy " Cloke and Mrs. Cloke on the birth of their
second daughter, Linda Lucille.
The 12piece dance band had its first outing in Cyprus
when we played for 8 Infantry Workshops R.E.M.E. all
ranks' dance on Friday, 25th July. It proved most success
ful and compliments poured in from left and right. The
ninepiece dance band went off the following night to
Dhekelia, where they played for No. 2 W.O.s' and Sgts.'
Mess R.E.M.E. Those two engagements were our only
outside contacts during July.
On Tuesday, 5th August, the band had to. down
instruments, pick up rifles, etc., and go off to Asha, where
the Bn. were engaged in Operation "Swan Lake." The
first day saw us out on house searches and then we took
over the detainees' cages, mounting guard until Sunday
evening, 10th August, when we came back here to C.B.S.
to get ready for a week up at Pine Tree Holiday Camp,
Troodos, on 17th August.
Pine Tree Holiday Camp is situated in the Troodos
range of mountains, and is 5,600 feet above sea level. It's
managed by N.A.A.F.I, and caters for officers and married
families only. We had a very successful week up there,
giving military band concerts every morning; whilst on
Monday and Thursday afternoons "Uncle" Bandmaster,
" Uncle " Ivor Thomas and " Uncle " Roye Eke entertained
the children with singing, magic and talent spotting. This
proved very popular and no one was surprised when
" Uncle" Roye pulled one small child out of the hat
instead of the proverbial rabbit. Tuesday and Thursday
evening the dance band played for dancing, and on Saturday
we used the full 13piece for their grand end of week
dance. We completely ran the evening with Mr. Watkins
as Maestro and M.C. and our own cabaret with Roye
ekeing out his conjuring with a spot of mental telepathy,
and a new discovery in our midst, Bdsm. John Day, who
gives an excellent impersonation of Bernard Miles. On
Sunday we concluded a very successful and enjoyable week
by playing for the morning service in the local Anglican
Church.
All good things must come to an end, and Sunday
afternoon saw us twisting down the mountains and being
greeted by wave after wave of heat until eventually we
arrived back here, to what must be the hottest place on the
island, Nicosia the " SweatBox."
Now back at C.B.S. Camp once again, the next item
on the agenda is Sevastopol Day, on 8th September,
Unfortunately we won't be able to put on our usual show
with the Corps of Drums, as the. recent operations have
rather knocked them for six. However, we will do our
best to make the day as enjoyable as possible for all.
No repeats on D.C. take Coda.
Faggott,
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SERGEANTS' MESS
" Absence makes the heart grow fonder," or so it
is said. There seems to be some doubt in the minds of
some of the wives who are now busy getting used to
seeing "Him around the house again." Alter popping
in and out of camp so often in the past two months it is
rather hard to adjust oneself to being " Still in camp."
For a whole week now some of us have been idling our
time away just cleaning up, clearing up, bulling up, training,
drawing kit, issuing kit, etc. It is even rumoured that some
of our members sleep at nights. Three companies are still
out and around on duties of course, but even they find time
to shave in the mornings.
Somehow I feel that we did not submit an article for
the " Buster" last month. Whether this is true or not
we will not know until the issue comes out. If we did, I
apologise, but if we did not then no one is hurt.
Strange things have been happening recently in the
Mess, which are causing much concern among the members.
They are: —
1. The appearance of Schmoo's in the lines.
2. A plague of oneeyed purple people eaters.
3. C.S.M. "Bones" Smith has been seen without a
shirt.
4. C.Sgt. RossGower has turned up.
5. Three Sgts. from places unknown have appeared
at meals. Namely, Rickwood, Tillman and Shoe
bridge. Any person or persons deficient of three
deficient Sgts. please forward stamped addressed
airtight crates and they will be returned
immediately. " Please."
We welcome to the Mess this month Sgt. "Tug"
Wilson, who has made the grade via the Orderly Room
vice Sgt. Harry Proctor, who was transferred at his own
request to civilian life. Welcome Tug, may your stay be
a long and happy one. We were very pleased to see Mrs.
Wilson among us the other evening, and trust she will
continue to grace the Mess with her presence for a long
time to come.
Improvements are still being made around the Mess.
This month due to the hard work of C.S.M. "Bones"
Smith. We now have outside the Mess " Watkins' Ware
house" (our outside dance hall). "Smith Corral" (for
stray horses and children) and " Bones Alcove " (for hats,
belts and KanUGo schools). In fact we have now got
more outside the Mess than in.
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C.Sgt. RossGower, having now taken over the Signal
PL, is for ever visiting workshops to draw more smoke for
his smoke signals. Anyway that's his story and he is
sticking to it — we know this is not true since smoke is
drawn from Ordnance. Much has taken place in the
Mess and to record it all would take too long. I was told
today to write the Q.O.C. notes and hand them in yesterday.
The sun gets stronger out here. Here endeth the Sgts'.
Mess Notes (if they get past the R.S.M.).
WIVES'

CLUB

It is regretted that there are no Wives' Club Notes
this month. However, one contribution has been received
which is printed below. This was inspired by six weeks'
separation from 9th July to 14th August, whilst the Bn.
was continually on operations.
"THE GRASSWIDOW'S LAMENT"
Now I ask you, is it kind
To the ladies' peace of mind
For Kentish Men, and Men of Kent
To leave their wives, all passion spent
And hurry off to Asha ?
Where's the glamour in a basha ?
We girls left on our own
Do not like the nights alone
All the furniture starts acreaking,
Every door hinge is asqueaking;
But unlike Mother Hubbard
Weve got Grivas in our cupboard.
If we lie here very still
We can conjure up at will
Mental pictures of a Turk,
Who is very hard at work,
Placing pipe bombs up our flues
Can you wonder we've got blues ?
There are certain of the wives
Forced to lead such lonely lives
That they're not averse to talking
To an ant or fly they're stalking,
Or marauding dogs and cats
(Though most draw the line at rats)
So remember warrior brave,
When you get home to your slave,
That although you've had it rough
The wives have had it tough enough
Treat her gentle, treat her kind
Maybe take heron a blind.
Rule Britainnia ! And you know all the rest,
But Maids of Kent and Kentish Maids
Still like their men home best.

Readers are reminded t h a t we can supply copies of
" T h e Q.O.G." to their relatives for t h e modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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THOUGHT FOR THF DAY—
" A rolling stone gathers no promotion."
WORLD NEWS
U.S.A.
President Eisenhower, on August 13th, addressed the
special meeting of the United Nations General Assembly,
which was meeting to consider the situation in the Middle
East. In the course of his speech, which was listened to
with keen interest, and given a tremendous reception by
the delegates, he put forward the following important ideas
for the United Nations to work on:—To definitely estab
lish a U.N. police force, ready at any time to take prompt
action; to avoid a Middle Eastern arms race, using U.N.
to control all shipments of arms to the area; to start an
international scheme for raising the standard of living in
the Middle East; to ensure that no small countries were
threatened by forms of " blackmail" as they had been
recently; to guarantee the stability of the Lebanon and
to ensure the survival of Jordan as a nation. Lastly, the
President suggested that the U.N. should monitor radio
programmes in the Middle East.
It was reported in Washington that Skate, the U.S.
Navy's second atompowered submarine — had passed
under the North Pole on August 11th, on a voyage similar
to that of Nautilus. Skate was continuing her voyage.
CYPRUS
For the second day running, no incidents were re
ported in Cyprus on August 13th. In a Famagusta special
court, six Greek Cypriols, all from the village of Lysi,
were charged with the murder of five Turkish Cypriots
near Sinda village on July 12th. In the incident a bus
was ambushed just outside the village.
U.K.
It was announced in Britain on August 13th that a
firm of shipbuilders have been asked to draw up prelimi
nary plans for an 80,000ton cargocarrying submarine.
The submarine, one of the first of its kind in the world,
would have an underwater speed of 25 knots—about 32
miles per hour. It would be used, experts report, either
to transport iron ore from Canada to Britain, or oil from
the Middle East.
Britain, the British Tourist Association reports, has
now displaced France as the most popular country in
Europe with American tourists.
London is a more
popular city than Paris.
OPERATIONAL NEWS
By a sudden surprise move on the night of August 13th,
on the part of the Bn., the inhabitants of Asha found

themselves, apart from those already taken away by the
S.D. for questioning, all back in their village, which was
empty of curfew patrols and house searchers, for the first
time in 12 days.
The end of Operation Swan Lake came as a surprise
to everybody, just at a time when it seemed obvious that
we would remain at Asha for some days to come.
Since the reasons for the end of the operation have
been explained to all ranks by the Commanding Officer,
we will not dwell on them, but it should be just said that
in the time the Bn. was at Asha a grand job was done
by one and all and the effects of your hard work may
well have farreaching results in the fight against EOKA.
NICOSIA
In the Nicosia area on August 13th, four double
barrelled shotguns, one pistol, a quantity of bombs and
bombmaking material were recovered.
FAMAGUSTA
Near Famagusta a Greek Cypriot youth was arrested
in possession of seditious documents.
Considerable
damage was caused at Lefkoniko, where a Turkish school
and Mosque were broken into.
LIMASSOL
In Limassol two .45 pistols, magazines and ammo.,
three bombs, 18 detonators and one amplifier were re
covered. Ten Greek Cypriots were arrested.
TROODOS
Two U.S. pistols were recovered.
LEFKA
On August 1 3th. at Lefka, a case of arson was found
in a Greek Cypriotvacated room in a Turkish Cypriot
owned house.

"Your worship," said the accused. "I deny that I
was creating a disturbance, although 1 have been making
a noise."
" In that case." said the magistrate, " I'll fine you a
pound instead of 20s."
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4 th

5 th

BATTALION

" B " COMPANY
The month began with the T.A. Gol
den Jubilee celebrations at Maidstone and
Canterbury, which we all thoroughly en
joyed and in which we were all immensely
proud to join. The remainder of the
month was spent following a varied training
programme, with the accent on signal
training, given by Sgt. Ambler, which, des
pite the holiday period, we had a good
attendance.
We are extremely happy to welcome to the Coy.
two new members, Ptes. Seymour and Basselt and we hope
that they will find Territorial activities as enjoyable and
as satisfying as the rest of us do. We can at least assure
them that they could not have joined a better Coy. or Bn.

" C " COMPANY
The Coy. has not very much news to offer this month,
as the period concerned covers the month after return
from Annual Training and quite a few of the Coy. have
been away on holiday or catching up on their jungly
gardens.
5th/6th July saw nearly 100 per cent turnout at Maid
stone and Canterbury — news of which has been reported
elsewhere by the Editor (we hope !). This was thought
to be a well worthwhile effort, especially since we were
lucky enough to have Councillor Miss Dorothy Parrott and
Councillor Col. Barnard from Sevenoaks U.D.C. as our
guests on the parade and dinner at the Depot. We aic
pleased to say that they were both suitably impressed and
enjoyed themselves very much — although we thought that
C.Sgt. Wood's attempts to instruct them on the two cannons
outside the drill shed was carrying things a little too
far ! We like the public to think we have modern ideas !
Pte. Amos travelled independently to Maidstone and
Canterbury in his Aston Martin—and strangely enough
we have actually seen Pte. Chapman to whom he gave a
lift back ! He does not appear to be suffering from the
ride.
_ .
We are busy preparing for a recruitingcumpublicity
drive sometime during the autumn. The Urban District
Council has intimated that it would like to celebrate our
Golden Jubilee Year and show its links with us, since our
'adoption' in Festival Year, by helping us. We are
planning very carefully — and hope to interest local em
ployers and the Press in advance — so that the affair goes
off —' not with a whimper but a bang ' — (apologies to
. . . ) (Editor please complete) — (Editor note — complete
what ?).
We were extremely pleased to hear news of Mr. Mike
Gregson in Australia — who is joining the T.A. out there.
We miss his work and cheery personality very much and
hope to see him again one day.
Sgt. Rump is now at camp with his A.C.F. Bn. on the
Isle of Wight — although, judging from the post cards he
has been sending to the Coy., we are rather alarmed about
his moral well being !
Sgt. Bateman is taking over for a week from the C.S.M.
when he goes on leave this month
and Mr. Randall,
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our most excellent Storeman/Clerk/Civil Servant is going
to look after our Adm.
STOP PRESS. We hope to visit Dibgate for practise
firing 3.5 R.L., 94(E) Grenade and 36 Grenades in
September and then have a night out and an early start
firing H.E. missiles at Arpinge in October. It would appear
that the present lull in activity is corViing to a stop pretty
soon.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Despite the fact that since our last notes we have
been awarded the N.T.R. by our editor, there seems very
little to report from Speldhurst Road.
There were 11 members of the Coy. in the Jubilee
celebrations in Maidstone and Canterbury and both
functions went very well, although not unnaturally we
enjoyed the Bn. day at Maidstone with dinner in the
evening most of all. The Coy. was represented by Capt.
Ogilvie in the Bn. contingent that went to the Royal
Review in Hyde Park on 22nd June, 1958.
We have started a new training programme, with the
accent on variety, which covers most aspects of our train
ing and will include a certain amount of drill. This is
included by special request, strange as it may seem! It is
also hoped that all members of the Coy. will try and be
in uniform on drill nights in future.
Our recruiting has made a new start, as two Volun
teers have been brought in by Pte. Vivier. We only hope
this is a good sign for the future.
We are going to have a .22 shoot and social on the
26th August with Caffyn's Garage, and we hope to interest
some of them in volunteering.

Michael Gregson writes from the unlikely address of
Wollongong, New South Wales. Extracts from his letter
are as follows :—
" I have contacted the local T.A. here, known as the
C.M.F., and have got myself attached (to the 34th Infantry
Battalion [Illawara Regiment] C.M.F.) pending an O.K.
from the War Office.
" I had a pretty fair trip out here, though hellish
crowded on board as all immigrant ships are. An Italian
boat, and very pleasant officers and crew, though the pas
sengers were all English. The country, itself, out here is
very pleasant and not so expensive as 1 imagined. Lovely
climate, so far, at any rate, though winter is just starting
(the letter is dated 19th May). This does not prevent it
being pretty hot during the day.
" Australians as a whole seem pretty pleasant and
the accent is not too bad in this district and Sydney, which
is quite close. Everything is very new and clean and
slightly Americanised. The pubs are lousy and just like
public lavatories, but the beer isn't too bad and wines and
sherry of good quality and fantastically cheap. Wages are
good . . . 1 save about £5 a week without trouble and still
living it up quite a bit. Everybody has a car; I haven t
been about the place much as I haven t got one yet, but
it shouldn't be long before I've saved enough to buy one;
a matter which was quite out of the question in England.
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" All N.S. people who only do three months attached
to the Regular Army, do a much more intensive T.A. course,
when they can get commissions or T.A. rank by passing
pretty stiff exams, courses, etc. As a consequence the
C.M.F. is conducted on Regular Army lines to a greater
extent than in U.K. They have 14 days annual camp
devoted to Jungle Warfare training, also a certain amount
of nuclear stuff. It may interest you to know that I get
55s. (A) per day as a Lieutenant.
" God knows when, or if, I shall be back in the U.K.
It depends entirely on the job I have got out here; but give
my best wishes to everyone, and 1 hope you don't have too
grim a camp in the far North."

" D " COMPANY
Life has been going on its usual unhurried way.
Sgt. Ranson is now nearing the shores of New Zealand.
Sgt. Everett's thoughts are beginning to stray in the direc
tion of an island in the Mediterranean. We are all pleased to
have met Sgt Kelly, our new P.S.I., who comes to us with
a proud history in machine guns.
The inevitable subject of recruiting at this stage must
again be mentioned. We now have two on the stocks;
one may cause a little difficulty over medical matters; the
oilier, "an exGuardsman, should, we think, go through
fairly smoothly, provided that the War Office can be pre
vailed upon to let us have him a few months before his
reserve liability ends.
With the cuts in training expense we are now working
out fairly complicated and elaborate training programmes,
and if these are less flexible than the earlier system, it is
because we are hoping, with what results next month may
show, to get a regular one hundred per cent attendance on
drill nights, save and except the halt sick and the lame (and
those prevented by shift work).
I would also mention by way of postcript that before
Sgt. Ranson departed, we had a little party for him in the
club room, and he was presented with a shillelagh of Welsh
vintage (if you will forgive the Irishism) painted and suitably
decorated with regimental colours.
This was evidently
spotted at Castle Martin last year and had been carefully
preserved for just such an occasion.

A CAREER IN MINK
Mink farming as a full time career or profitable spare
time occupation increases each year in the British Isles.
We supply breeding stock and instruction on our farm
of 1,200 head.
17 miles from London on A22.
We shall be pleased to forward brochure on applica
tion, visitors always welcome.
FARM
Freer Mink Farms, Ltd.,
Fosterdown,
Godstone,
Surrey.

RESIDENCE
Orchard Cottage,
Portley Lane,
Caterham,
Tel. 3 9 1 5
Surrey.

The month opened, strange as it may seem, on the 1st,
with the passing out parade of Pyrenees and Nive Platoons
which was taken by Col. G. R. Stevens, O.B.E., Brigade
Colonel, Home Counties Brigade. The Band of The Royal
Scots Fusiliers was on parade, and their tartan trews lent
a touch of authenticity to "The Hundred Pipers." This
was Col. Stevens' last appearance as our Brigade Colonel,
and we wish him a happy retirement yachting in the Isle of
Wight. Col. R. Grace, late of The Buffs has now taken
over, and we look forward to seeing more of him in the
near future.
The Army Commander paid us a visit on August 19th.
Lt.General Sir Charles Coleman is no stranger to these
barracks having taken a keen interest in the various re
decorations and improvements made last year. He toured
the depot and inspected recruits on training, speaking to
most of the regular soldiers. He was accompanied by
Capt. Doyle his A.D.C., and Col. Cameron, the Chief
Engineer of Home Counties District.
On August 25th a draft of 46 left for the 1st Bn. by
air. They must have noticed the difference in climate
having left in a typical English summer, and arrived in
Cyprus less than 24 hours later. 5 men were left behind
as there was insufficient room on the 'plane, among them
Cpl. Laming who many will remember as a sergeant in the
Machine Gun Platoon in Malaya. He has now reenlisted
and will doubtless be welcomed by the 1st Bn.
On August 27th the Kent Canine Association held their
annual show on the backfield in brilliant sunshine, and
despite a small skirmish with our practising hockey team,
things ran fairly smoothly. True, the Regimental Police
were quite overwhelmed by the number of cars which
poured through the gate in a short space of time, but they
managed to line them up neatly on the square in the end.
There has been a positive spate of officers coming and
going this month. 2/Lts. Whitty and Holman have joined
the Regiment from the Royal Military Academy, Sand
hurst, and are at present on a platoon weapons course at
Hythe. 2/Lts. Newall and Stead arrived from Eaton Hall
or rather Mons O.C.S. and are by now in Nigeria. 2/Lts.
Furneaux, Locker and Robertson are being released from
bondage (National Service) as I write, and Lt. Tizard is
sojourning at the Depot until his release in December.
Cricket
Little did I think that I should find myself writing
these notes ! There have been two matches in which the
regimental team was figured. The results are as follows :—
The Queen's Own v. The West Kent C.C.: Saturday, 23rd
August.
West Kent C.C. 199—4 (Whitty 244);
Queen's Own 82 (Cartwright 311).
The Queen's Own v. The Mote: Saturday, 30th August.
The Mote 213—3;
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Queen's Own 163—9 (match drawn).
Mention must be made of John Sutton's innings of
24 against the West Kent C.C., which was much more
valuable than the total suggests, and those of Graham
Jackson (57) and Hamlyn Whitty (62) against the Mote.
Batting and bowling averages for the season are
appended below, and I know that the C.O. would wish to
thank all the past and present members of the Regiment
who have given up their weekends and turned out for
these matches.
BOWLING AVERAGES
Name

No
Wides Balls Maidens Overs

P. Goodwin
M. Bona
A. Jackson
D. Batten
R. Whitty
G. Defrates
J. Sutton
D. Manners
F. Lovell
P. Turner

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
2
0
0

0
0
0
I
4
0
0
0
0
0

9
2
7
2
5
0
1
4
1
0

Wkts. Runs

34
16
46
13
28
12
12
25
7
1

8
4
9
3
4
1
1
1
0
0

80
64
154
56
110
54
58
83
28
2

Ave.

10.00
16.00
17.1
18.6
27.5
54.00
58.00
83.00

BATTING AVERAGES
Name

A. F. Heatly
H. Whitty
L. Hart
M. Nyren
K. Watson
A. Jackson
P. Turner
G. Howlett
J. Sutton
D. Batten
J. Ashton
C. Butler
D. Manners
G. Defrates
G. Weymouth

No. of
Runs

79
67
101
24
20
71
44
13
24
11
9
17
17
16
25

No. of
Innings

1
2
2
1
1
4
3
1
2
2
1
3
2
2
5

Times
Not Out
—

1
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

1
—

1
—
—
—
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Highest
Score

79
62
81
24
20
57
42
13
24
6 n.o.
9
9
10
10
17

Average

79
67
50.5
24
20
17.75
14.6
13
12
11
9
8.5
8.5
8
5

Also batted: P. Goodwin, T. Franklin, M. Bona,
Tucker, O.R.Q.M.S. Maltman, Wrigley, Cpl. Miles, Cpl.
Davies, F. Lovell, D. Blunt, J. Holnian, M. Smith.

Soccer
The Depot team has started the season quite well
although losing to the 12 S.M.E. 3—4. 12 S.M.E. is a
larger unit than this, and it is at least encouraging that at
one stage the Depot was leading 3—0. Fitness seems to
be the think that is lacking, and we look forward to a more
successful match next time.

Hockey
Having not played a match I can say that we have
had a very successful season so far. The cricket sight
screen has been ceremonially trundled toward the Medway
and several practices held in the kneehigh grass. Players
of Mr. Tizard's dimensions have been known to disappear in
some of the undulations which even a corporation steam
roller has failed to iron out.

The Depot has bid a sad farewell to Major and Mrs.
Bob Sivers. They have left us for a well earned retirement.
All of his staff will. I know, join me in wishing both good
fortune in the years ahead. Bob came to the Depot in
1954 from the 1st Bn., having just returned from Malaya.
His sincere hard work always impressed those with whom
he came into contact. The Depot realised how much this
really meant during the rather hectic years 19541958.
Time marches on. These gaps, hard though they are to
fill, must be plugged, and we welcome the plugger, Capt.
S. V. Stephens. We hope his stay and that of Mrs. Stevens
will be a long and happy one.
News of the Q.M. Staff is as follows:—
Charlie Hendrick is still coping in his usual efficient
manner.
Cpl. West still resides at the Depot Clothing Store.
Sgt. Huntington has been taken into the fold, and
seems pleased that the fences are not too steep.
Cpl. Wallis has just pulled his second stripe, and we
extend our congratulations.
Pte. May is sweating. He is a prospective Dad, and
we can well understand his present preoccupations.
L/Cpl. Aylemere, Pte. Craddock and Pte. Kilsby com
prise the M.T. Staff. What with M.T. Details, Maint. and
Drill Parades, plus new M.T. Documentation, they have
been kept busy. However, we have managed to send ONE
on leave at last.
Pte. Lyons, our ever ambitious Pioneer, who is at
present on leave, and trying to recover from his duties,
has just become a proud father of a baby daughter. We
offer him our heartiest congratulations.
Aintgotnone.
Training Coy.
A rumour was circulated early this month that all
Training Staff and the future intakes were to be issued with
Wellington Boots and oilskins to help combat against the
continuous rain and thunderstorms. This rumour was.soon
disbelieved when we all realised that the Q.M.'s department
wouldn't have time to indent for them as they are very
busy preparing for the next admin.: Some time in Decem
ber, we believe.
Whether rain or shine, Training Coy. still has to move
smoothly, turning out trained, fit young men worthy of
keeping up the good name of the "Queen's Own."
Emphasis seems to be on fitness at present. The C.S.M.
has produced a very arduous training programme for the
bayonet periods and after watching the recruits in action
all one morning, 1 decided I was pleased I had finished my
training " many moons ago."
The various competitions are, as usual, being keenly
contested, with Orthes Pit, slightly in the lead by winning
the Assault course obstacle shield, and in the Simpson Cup
matches have won the Struggle Ball, TugofWar and Log
Obstacle. Peninsular Pit. have won the two Rifle Shields
and the cricket, but with the Boxing and the Crosscountry
to go anything could still happen.
Thursday, 21st August, is a day at least 40 men will
not forget in a hurry; for this was the arrival day of the
new intake, Punniar and Moodkee Pits. To many of the
" Old Soldiers " it must be very difficult to believe that we
looked the same when we first arrived at the Barracks.
The expressions of complete abandon, " the only two years
to do look," makes even the Senior intake cheer up. Need
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less to say, the barber worked overtime that week. Punniar
Pit. is under the capable hands of Cpls. Grainger, Mortimer
and Bone, whilst Moodkee is under the equally capable
hands of Cpls. Russel and Gould and L/Cpl. Marsden.
Capt. Ablanalp has just returned from leave, looking
very suntanned and fit. He managed to find the sun in
Switzerland, that was after he eventually persuaded the
pilot of his 'plane to risk the fog and storms and takeoff.
The C.O. being on holiday, called for Capt. Ablanalp to
stand in, but Mr. Butler stayed in the Training Coy.'s chair
as well as being i/c. the Cricket (most nerveracking).
Sgt. Frost asked Mr. "Dicky" Bird where he could
get some sage (seasoning for sausages) and was imme
diately informed that the C.O. had plenty to spare from his
own garden. Within a few minutes Sgt. Frost was
presented with a large bunch of mint. No wonder the
sausages didn't taste so good that day.
Owing to there being only one intake for most of this
month events of particular interest were scarce, but next
month I hope to be able to give you a character sketch of
one of our junior N.C.O.'s, if I can get it passed by the
censor.
CRICKET—
End of the Season Match
Past and Present Association v. The Depot
This, the second match of its kind this season, was
held on the Back Field at the Depot on August 10th last.
The match had been arranged at the time cf the previous
one, when the P. & P. managed to win by 6 wickets. The
result was reversed on this occasion, the Depot winning
by 4 wickets due to a very forceful 59 not out, by the
O.C. Depot, Major Guy Weymouth, and excellent support
by Tucker, 21, and Gardner, 10.
The Depot team were strengthened by the return of
two bowlers, and their skipper, Guy Weymouth, whereas
the P. & P. were short of both opening bowlers Gibson ana
Davies, and Busty Cannacott, their allrounder, who was
replaced by the skipper's son, Derek Bruce. The P. & P.
was, therefore, C. W. Bruce, D. C. Bruce, C. Dumbrell,
H. Dumbrell, W. Waller, S. Weller, J. Fear, F. Farrington,
T. Bray, C. Evans, J. Sergison.
There was quite a ceremonial aspect as the captains
walked out to inspect the pitch, and toss for innings.
Against all the rules and hopes of the D.A.C.L., the Dicky
Bird special was completely playable, and even Timber
Marchant's ride across the wicket in the "Thing" had left
no scar ! Even the very close inspection of the wicket
(both captains adopted a prone position for this) left no
doubts.
As half the visitors' team was absent at this hour, the
Depot elected to field and P. & P. were thus forced to select
a batting order disorganised by the absence of Davies ana
Cannacott, and our very able wicketkeeper/batsman ol
the last match, Dunk.
However, P. & P. eventually opened with father and
son Bruces, and had pressed Tiny Bray into service to take
the place of one of the missing team. The opening bowlers
were quite good, an occasional ball popped, but it looked
as though the wicket was very easy. In the second over
Bruce, jun., was dismissed, caught behind the wicket, whilst
Senior went quietly on his way, pushing a single here and
there, and causing an extra or so by completely missing the
ball. Each time he missed the ball we got some extras, so

his score of 27 struck with the bat, was topped by misses ol
the wicketkeeper, which gave us 29 !
C. and H. Dumbrell came and went after adding a few
runs, and when Spud Evans came on the scene it lookea
as though P. & P. would collect a nice score. With Evans
out, rate of scoring slackened, the change bowlers slowed
the pace, the wicketkeeper began to stop the ball, and not
until Jim Sergison, tired of running, began to hit the ball
all round the field, did our score look mere formidable.
We" ended with 114 total. Bruce 27, Sergison 19, Evans
14, Mr. Extras 28. Bowling honours equally shared.
This total would have been quite a task against
Gibson, Davies and Co., but in view of lack of bowlers,
the Depot found it well within their powers. Guy
Weymouth narrowly missed being stumped off Dumbrell;
Charles of that ilk showed the utmost disregard for the
bowlers and carted them to most parts of the field, ending
not out with 59 runs to his credit. Three wickets fell to
Charles Dumbrell for a total of 55 runs, 2 to Freddy
Farrington for 17, 2 to Derek Bruce for 13, Spud Evans
having no luck with the ball. Towards the end cf the
game Bruce, C. W„ handed over gloves and pads to Harry
Dumbrell, hoping to get a wicket, but failed miserably,
unable to get accuracy, and Harry Dumbrell, who had
made a marvellous stumping off Derek Bruce, met with a
very nasty accident, the ball pitching widish and standing
almost straight up, struck Harry just below the eye, necessi
tating an immediate rush to the West Kent Hospital for
stitches. He was quite unperturbed, and later drove home
to London.
This was once again a glorious game of cricket None
of the D.A.C.L. were there to throw insults at Dickie's
wicket, and it being a beautiful, sunny day, it brought out
lots of spectators, so many, that the tea ordered had to be
immediately doubled, due to the number of onlookers, all
friends of the players, home and away.
The P. & P. side were entertained right royally by the
Depot and our thanks are due to the O.C. Depot and his
very able O. i/c. Cricket, Desmond Butler, for their hos
pitality. The lunch in the Sgts.' Mess was thoroughly
enjoyed by our players, Sgt. Scrivens looking after the lads
very well. Our thanks to R.S.M. Watts for his very kind
hospitality in this respect.
In all, this was a very fine day out, enjoyed by us all,
ending, as usual, in the Sgts.' Mess, and the P. & P. team,
with special thanks from London and Maidstone branches,
tender very grateful thanks.
THE SPIDER.

Primrose and
Len Dairies, Ltd
PASTEURISED MILK
CHANNEL ISLAND T.T. (Pasteurised) MILK
19, LOWER STONE ST., MAIDSTONE  Tel. 2610 & 51246
32, THE BROADWAY,
MAIDSTONE

WEST MALLING
Tel. West Mailing 3101
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O most people, September Fifteenth means " Battle of
Britain
and, of course, it had its impact on a great
many of us of the Old Eleventh. But, by and large, its
happenings were at a distance; in fact, more often than
not, out of sight and hearing.
To those of us who were in the Battalion in September,
1916, the fifteenth means much more, because we were so
much closer to what was happening. Each of us will have
vivid pictures in our minds of particular incidents, of small
details, of our fellowmen, of some small section of land
scape, of certain noises. We shall still have a recollection
of our feelings, perhaps of fear, or discomfort, or exhaustion,
or admiration. Certain it is that we shall never forget
The Somme and Flers.
1 remember, years ago, when we were getting together
the funds to erect the 41 Div. Memorial, being asked why
it was to be sited at Flers when the Division was so short
a time in the area, and not near Ypres where we were for
so many months. Well, surely, the reason was twofold—
(a) lt was the most important and ambitious task that the
Division was ordered to undertake—and probably its
greatest achievement—and (b) its colossal casualty list in
its two engagements there; for example, our own losses
were 343 out of 610 at Flers and 336 out of 481 at Le Sars,
percentages or roughly 56 and 70 respectively. The figures
appall.
For another reason, Flers should be remembered . . .
Tanks were used in action for the first time. As we know,
they were not all that successful, but this tryout served to
indicate their weaknesses (it sounds funny to talk of a
tank's " weakness "), especially that trailing rear steering
wheel.
*

*

*

*

My real object in penning this note, however, it not
to repeat historical facts, but to ask you to look back with
me at some of the personalities in the Old Eleventh who
took part in " Flers"; some who gave their lives; some
who were either wounded or maimed; some who came
through unscathed. Some who have passed on since; some
who are still very much alive.
Naturally, the first to recall is Col. Townshend, our
then C.O. As a recently joined 2/Lt., 1 personally had had
little contact with him, but I still remember my first
impressions of his quiet, unassuming, authoritative bearing.
One felt that here was a man of breeding, knowledge and
character who obtained discipline without being stern; a
man who probably never boasted nor lost his temper, lt
is satisfying to know that we still show, each year, that he
is remembered and revered, by having a wreath laid on
his grave at Heuilly.
Next, surely, we must remember Capt. Jimenez
(" Jimmy " to us all). He will have very vivid recollections
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of Flers. The Adjutant has plenty of worries in normal
warfare; what a load he had to carry that day ! How glad
we are that he is still our President. Would that his health
would allow him to be at our gatherings more often, but
even the Dinner means a big effort for him.
The other two at Bn. H.Q. for the Flers show were
" Babe " Henderson and " Cherub " Hall. What a pair they
were! Col. Corfe used to refer to them (with a smile)
as " insubordinate little soandso's ". Well, Cherub is still
with us, but not the old fighting fit Cherub we like to
visualise, and he cannot attend our Committee Meetings
so regularly and make the inevitable pertinent point. In
fact, even the last Dinner in November had to be foregone,
but we hope to see him next time. Most of us have distinct
recollections of his racy and fruity speeches in proposing
" Our Guests."
Of " Babe," dear fellow, we have no recent news, sad
to say. My own, and I suspect the latest, was just after
the last war when I received a visit from a client in South
Africa
She had never actually met " The Babe," but
knew of him as Secretary of a (? PointtoPoint) Race
Meeting at Pietermartizburg. Well, he would hardly admit
to expert horsemanship, but, as we know, he was second
to none as an organiser. How we would like to have news
of, and preferably, from him.
Incidentally, the same lady was telling me of a political
dinner she had attended at Cape Town on the eve of
sailing and how she had sat next to " the most brilliant
conversationalist I have ever met." So she was very sur
prised when 1 asked her to give Col. Stallard my best
wishes on her return to South Africa—for it was, indeed,
he whom she had sat beside.
" A " Company folk in the O.C.A. will think especially
of their O.C., Major Heron, who was hit so early in the
attack and who never rejoined the Eleventh; of J. O.
Heath—was he not Bombing Officer?—of S. J. Jones, one
of the first to be mortally hit; and of Cooksey, who later
came back to us. He was one of the founders of the
Association, if I remember aright. What has happened to
him now ? Are none of our members still in touch with
him ? It would be great to see him once again at the next
Dinner.
Capt. Culley was O.C. " B " Coy. His service with
the Battalion was all too short and his death in the first
stages of the attack robbed us of a fine, cheery character.
T. G. Piatt, quiet, but dryly humourous, was another " B "
Coy. officer whom we remember with kindly thoughts. He
was wounded, but came back to us later on. I can, even
now, clearly see him stumbling towards me near " Bow "
H.Q. in the Hollebeke show in July, 1917, for me to fix a
field dressing on his wounded chin. He supported our
O.C.A. for years until he succumbed to his bronchial
trouble a year ago last May.
His brother " B " Coy. officer at Flers was that huge
fellow H. R. Smith. He, too, received a wound and the
Eleventh never saw him again.
I cannot now call to mind the fate of Capt. Simmonds
of " C" Coy., and he also appears not to have served
actively with us again. His junior officers were Noel Barrs
and F. J. Argent. Poor Barrs was killed quite early in the
day and was much missed for he had been with the Battalion
for most of its existence. As to Argent, there seems to be
no official news, but he took part in the Le Sars show
three weeks later.
Having been with " D" Coy. from May onwards, my
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recollections of its officers are naturally better defined.
Our O.C., Capt. Dickinson, would impress himself on the
mind. He was of the " Old Army " School—the martinet.
O.K. for those who showed unquestioning obedience, but
not one with whom to argue. And so. perhaps, not so
popular as the others. His wounds—and bad ones—were
sustained a few minutes from zero hour. His eventual
death, after the. war, can be ascribed to them and their
psychological effect on him.
More closely associated were " Sunny " Mansfield and
George Smith. Both, also, killed. Both believed that life
was given us to live and no cheerier messmates could be
imagined. They were great pals, not only to one another,
but also to their brother officers and the fellows in their
platoons. Even dear old Donnett, whose leg they used to
pull unmercifully, really liked them.
R.S.M. Goulds was, of course, at Green Dump, but
two other W.O.'s (neither, alas, "any longer with us) upheld
the West Kent tradition that day at Flers. Both took their
men right through and beyond the village; both were
awarded the M.C.—it must surely be a record for two
C.S.M.'s in the same Battalion to get M.C.'s in one action.
For years after the war these two fine fellows were stout
supporters of the O.C.A. and we can feel pride in having
known "Tim " Hayley and Frank Judge in war and peace.
Much could be written about our Senior N.C.O.'s at
Flers,. for, with so many officer casualties, the mantle of
leadership fell on them. I can only be brief, though, but
possibly one of their number who still survives could give
you an account in more detail. I hope so.
Of the killed, Springbett and Vickers remain in my
memory; of the wounded, Branson. Ham and Payne. George
Branson, later to assume the soubriquet of " Mayor of
Plugstreet," still keeps us on our toes at Committee Meet
ings and the like; hope he has fully recovered from his
recent bout of illhealth.
Sgt. Aldridge, too, later to be C.S.M. and R.S.M., and
whom we still meet at the Dinners; Sgt. Butcher (" Nosey "
Butcher, I seem to recall) also still amongst us for our
"Do's" even though he has adopted the West Country;
L/Cpl. Frith, the runner, so helpful in the compilation of
the History and now, unfortunately, not on our List of
Members; L/Cpl. Bergl—our last year's splendid Chairman;
L/Cpl. Lewis, better known as " Sid "—still the yeast that
unseen helps to leaven the bread of the Association; L/Cpl.
Merritt, sniper supreme; L/Cpl. Roberts, the alwaysthere
medical man; and a dozen or more lowly privates, including
Kemp, who will be our Chairman next year; all these we
should try and remember this Battle of Britain—and Flers
—week; not forgetting those who were left at "Details"
to form the nucleus for the next show; Col. Corfe and some
of the outstanding personalities of the Battalion and the
Association were there, don't forget.
R.O.R.

BROMLEY

O

BRANCH

UR July meeting was small in numbers, but those
present were nevertheless on their toes for business
and we had a long session. The normal business was of
short duration, but the Questionnaire sent out by the powers
that be from Regimental H.Q. caused a long debate and was
carried over to our August meeting, so by the time this
becomes printed matter the delegate meeting on the subject
at the Depot on .September 20th will be over.

Reunion
What a pity we had our enjoyment at the Reunion
spoiled by the clerk of the weather for the second year in
succession. Fortunately, the rain held off until midafter
noon so that most of the fun and games could be indulged
in. but alas we were not to be afforded the one imposing
ceremony that we all wish to witness at the close of the
day. I refer to the beating of Retreat. Being deprived of
our own 1st Battalion Band and also that of the Parachute
Regiment (both on overseas service), we were fortunate in
having the Royal Marines Boys' Band of 60 musicians,
none of whom, I learned from their Officer Bandmaster in
charge, were more than 174 years of age. The drum major
of course, is a Regular Marine, hence his bemedalled tunic.
My informant also told me that the older lads were soon to
be dispersed to other units prior to their going for further
study to the Royal Marine School of Music. I think all
enjoyed their music.
We, of Bromley, were not so strong as hitherto, as
no coach was catered for, the obvious reason being, lack
of support. There was quite an augmented number, how
ever, who came by car and train and thereby of the latter
hangs a tale. Normally the train from Bromley South is
broken at Swanley, one part going to Maidstone and the
other to Chatham. Owing to being misdirected by the
railway staff, four of us found ourselves at Chatham. (Yes !
go on Wally and Bob and larf yer bloomin' 'eads orf,"
even if I was expounding at the time of a similar incident
that happened on the day of our 1st Battalion's Civic
Welcome by the Mayor and Burgesses of Maidstone on the
Regiment's return from bandit chasing in Malaya). For
tune, however, was with us, and within a few minutes we
were en route for Maidstone by bus where we arrived in
ample time before the commencement of proceedings.
Thanks for the " buggy ride ", Bob, but I still owe you that
fare.
Standard Bearers' Competition
We must congratulate Mr. Jezzard, of Tonbridge and
Tunbridge Wells Branch on winning the competition for
the second year in succession. Well done. Unfortunately,
our member did not attend and by arrangement the evening
before and after two years of inactivity, Mr. Cockell filled
the breach to make it more competitive. The standard was
then taken over by Mr. Wilks for the general parade. This
was carried out with the acquiescence of the adjudicating
staff.
Shooting competition
Also our congratulations to Catford Branch team on
their wresting the cup from Maidstone Branch this year,
and also to Alec of Catford for his highest individual score
for the day. Well done—how do you do it ?
Thanks
Just a personal " thank you " to Major Sivers for his
compliment to me during lunch. I felt a little flattered.
Protest
Normally of cheerful disposition, I feel that I must
protest against the several persons who made scathing
remarks and noises in bad taste at the Royal Marine Drum
Major. After all, it was a ceremonial, and he being at the
head of the Parade was of necessity the SHOWPIECE.
How many of you have NOT been proud to march behind
so excellent a soldier
I, therefore, trust that those con
cerned were not of the Queen's Own, but merely gate
crashers.
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And finally, to our 1st Battalion in Cyprus, 4/5th Bat
talion at home, and all connected with the Regiment, Past
and Present, our kind regards and best wishes.
I wuzz Thayre.
CATFORD

F

AND

DISTRICT

BRANCH

RIDAY, 5th SEPTEMBER, is a date few win forget
because of the widespread thunderstorm which
caused so much damage in the South of England. Members
of the Branch will also remember that date because of a
decision made at a Committee Meeting held that night, a
decision which was heartily applauded two days later when
the Branch went off on a trip to the coast. This was to
Littlehampton, the coach was nearly filled with members,
wives, children and friends when we left the last " pickup "
at the Drill Hall, Penge. The Chairman took over the
management at this point, after Len Hardman and Len
Clarke had seen to affairs at the interim points, the Chair
man, " Bob " Fielder, was in good form, so everyone looked
forward to a very jolly time. Rain fell very heavily during
the first part of the journey, but when it did stop, it was
the last we saw of that stuff for the rest of the day, to our
great pleasure.
It was very necessary to call a halt after a fair run.
and so the coach pulled in at a convenient point, and for
some unknown reason, knowledgeable members were seen
to make their way round to the back of the wagon, others,
curious, followed and found that the back of the coach
had been opened and large and small bottles of " wallop "
were being dispensed. Believe me, no time was lost in
following suit, and for the next few minutes many happy
faces were seen gleaming over glasses filled with beverage,
and thoroughly enjoyed, too, and well appreciated, so the
efforts of the Committee to get to that meeting under such
terrible conditions were well rewarded.
The sun came out in all its glory which made all
present very cheerful, and so about 11.30 we arrived at
Littlehampton, many eyes were directed at the clocks. That
" halfanhour " was, I am sure, a very long one for many.
However, noon was reached and the thirsty ones soon found
relief. Lunch at a very popular restaurant was well enjoyed,
after which the party split up and went their own various
ways, some went walking along the front, others indulged
in games, others tired out by the exertions, rested, and one,
" Les ", was discovered by the writer sitting on a seat, look
ing very "woe begone", almost lost my friend, and J
thought, so we made ourselves known to him, and he ex
plained that he felt so tired that he had a good sleep on the
grass for a couple of hours. Well, I am sure, that he en
joyed it because the sun was warm and the wind very
pleasant, we all agreed on that.
Teatime soon came round, which was a very pleasant
meal, after which we went for a stroll before the coach
was due to leave. It left on time, but was soon caught in
the retuning traffic, and so progress was reduced which did
not please us because we wanted to get back to our Head
quarters, "The Signal," before it closed. We had a stop
about half way, but it was so crowded that those who did
get a drink there did not enjoy it, but three of the party,
including the writer, his friend and " Les," walked a few
yards back up the road to a quiet little " pub " and enjoyed
a "couple" of jolly good "wallops" in peace and quiet.
An effort was made to rouse the party to take part in a
" sing song." which was not very successful, I imagine,
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because members felt so grateful for such a grand day out
with such lovely weather, that they wished to reflect on it.
At last we arrived at the " Signal " very late, about twenty
minutes to go before the close. No time was wasted, and
the day ended in a very pleasant manner, everyone happy
and content, after a jolly enjoyable outing. Thanks is due
to those who arranged things. Everything went off well,
"jolly good show."
The Monthly Meeting held the following Friday, was
very successful, the main business was that of the amalga
mation of the Regiments. The Chairman and the Secre
tary will represent the Branch. Following the meeting, the
Branch met the " Signal" in a crib match, as the writer
had to leave early, the result cannot be given.
We all were very sorry to learn at our outing that our
Standard Bearer, " Fred " Lawrence, could not attend
because of illness in the family, we hope that all is well now.
and that we shall see him when we meet again.
On Saturday, 18th October, 1958, the Branch is to
entertain the Hatfield Branch of the British Legion, at the
" Signal." It will be remembered that we visited the Legion
twice, and was given a wonderful time on both occasions.
It is hoped that members will turn out in full strength to
welcome the visitors and show our appreciation of their
hospitality. A social evening is arranged, and an exten
sion has been asked for. So roll up, come along and enjoy
a jolly good evening. Bring your friends along, including
those members who have not given the Branch the support
they should do. We want all the support we can get, so do
your best, to help the Branch and the Committee, which is
doing such a grand job. Bring along a NEW MEMBER,
that should the aim of every member of the Catford and
District Branch, which sends greetings to all Branches and
Associations. Good luck !
" Ravensbourne."

CHATHAM

BRANCH

T

HE August meeting, held on the second Monday, was
opened at 8 p.m. by S. Thompson (Tommo). Silent
Tribute was paid to two comrades who had passed over.
Apologies for absence were received from the Branch
President, Major R. W. Brothers, and E. E. Empett.
Minutes of the July meeting were read and confirmed.
The Treasurer's report and statement was accepted.
Correspondence re amalgamation. The Chairman arrived
at this point, and gave a report of the Shooting Competition
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which suffered from lack of organisation. It was sug
gested that a guage be used for checking in addition to a
recheck away from the range by competent judges.
The secretary explained that the ballot on the Asso
ciation's future was an individual effort without sugges
tions from Branch or Association.
S. Thompson proposed that the branch representative
be directed to protest strongly against the 6s. 6d. luncheon
provided and the toast drinks arrangement. He considered
the bar service disgraceful and suggested that better
organisation of standards in church be considered.
Booby prize was won by Nobby Clarke. Next meeting,
September 1st.
G. Anchors.
LONDON

A

BRANCH

S is invariably the case, the meeting which follows the
Annual Reunion is extremely well attended, and our's,
held on the 29th, was up to the usual very high standard,
there being at least 80 members and wives present.
For the first time since he became Chairman, it was
Ted Ballard's duty to welcome new members, these being,
as usual, from the between the wars period, and not new
vintage lads of war, or postwar era. Those latter we did
have, seem to have lost interest, lt would be interesting
to know whether other branches have managed to recruit,
and retain, any postwar regulars, or N.S. lads. We have
had many on our books, many promises, but little
has been achieved in the Regiment's efforts to interest the
lads in the afterservice comradeship.
We had Col. B. L. Clay, Lt.Cols. C. S. Durtnell, C.
Chaplin, R. C. M. Mines and Lt.Col Fink, our Cadets'
representative with us, an extraordinarily high number of
ladies among us. and one or two members we hadn't seen
for a month or so. Ted Ballard was in the chair, his
secretary, Tom Briddock, by his side, and Percy Hallett,
our treasurer, also with us. The ViceChairman, Trefor
Thomas, was unfortunately ill and in bed. We trust this
is only a short bout and Trefor will be with us next month.
Harry and Mrs. Elson. Jock and Mrs. Savage, Freddy
and Mrs. Cox, Jimmy and Mrs. Fenwick, "Spud" and
Mrs. Evans, "Bunny" and Mrs. Hare, Mesdames Mines,
Bruce, Wallace, Hammond, Gladys Harford, our Childrens'
Schoolmistress of 1st Bn. Madras in 1927, and arriving a
little late, Mrs. Bill Paige, whose husband has so recently
passed away, wfere all in attendance, listening very atten
tively to the debating.
Our veteran class was very much on parade, and,
making, a very welcome reappearance, was Mr. (I've
always called him " Jerry ") Sweetman, whom we were all
very pleased to see. Harry Freeman, Harry Edwards, Bogie
Childs, Alf Toms, Bunny Hare, all there to keep youth in
order. Scotty again, and all our usual youngsters, including
"Timber" Marchant. George Hooker, Jerry Nash, Dick
Forrester, who make quite long journeys from the wilds of
Surrey.
The continued attendance of our members who travel
these long distances to be with us, keeps us in great fettle.
All the time we see them on parade, we know there's little
wrong with our getting together monthly, to chat and argue
over times old and new, and, of course, what is now rising
out of merging with The Buffs, the future.
It's a great tonic, too, not only the President, Chairman
and Committee, but I'm sure also of the V.I.P.'s of the
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Regiment, who are so interested and hopeful of the Associa
tion lasting as long as the Regiment. Only the continued
support of everyone can keep our Association sure. We
have been very lucky in the past few years, there's no doubt
about that. Everybody, from the most junior to our popular
President. General Riddell, has pulled together to ensure
success and we hope this will continue, no matter who is
President, or Chairman, or Committeemen, let's all give it
the support the Association needs.
We have never expected full attendance, and we more
than welcome those of us who stay away even for a month
or so. We are not all in the happy position of being able
to attend every month, and 1 have a great admiration for
those of our veterans, some not completely in good health,
who come month after month to keep up the old associa
tion with friends of their day, and who have made friends
with the new boys of the First World War, the between the
wars boys, and last war lads. It will be always a great
pleasure to me to name them individually in attendance, as
long as they are spared, to be with us.
I cannot hope to name all those present on Friday,
the 29th, but it was even more crowded than for our A.G.M.
I would like, however, to write that it was extremely nice
to see Mr. Wiggins, who attends the Annual Reunions
regularly, at one of our meetings. Early 192026 personnel
will remember " Wiggy " who used to drive the Bn. Bus.
I shall not name the initials this bus used to'have, as it was
used to carry our married O.R.'s home to quarters from
camps at weekends, etc. ! !
We had also one Jim Knott, a member of the old " 62 "
Club, who was a signaller in India with the 1st Bn. and
later captured at Dunkirk. With him, also an exsignaller
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of the 1st Bn. was Spud Evans. He was an excellent little
cricketer in the heyday of the 1st Bn.'s cricket team at
Secunderabad. and played several times for the Bn. 1 well
remember him scoring a century against "Shiny C" on
one occasion, although " C " were a very fancied side. In
those days "A" Coy. had the giants, " Guv'nor" Alf Davis,
Cpl. Pat Mulroney, "C" had Bustry Cannacott, "Gigolo"
Johnson, Rajah Brooke—my ! ! D.M.G. had Harold Scott
—who had Col. Chitty, I wonder? There were some good
cricketers in other companies of course ! ! !
We had, too, Mr. Dan Elliott, who was on the Bn.
Orderly Room Staff, with Ronnie Mines the O.R.Q.M.S.,
and Tim Stent the Staff Sgt., although Alf Waterman was,
of course, not unknown to him. lt was very refreshing to
meet these lads again.
We had with us, having been brought along by "Bandy"
Waller, Mr. Latter, who spent a considerable time with the
2nd Bn. and who met several of his old pals on parade,
including Charles Lewis and his pal.
Two old members, one a very old P. and P. member,
not in age, but in length of membership of the London
Branch, Mr. Rampton, and our old friend Mike Leary,
were with us once more. It is the first time I had met Mr.
Rampton, but his association goes back prewar, so we
were more than glad to give him a hearty welcome, and to
see him rejoin us. Mike Leary, of course, we know well,
he just dropped off for a few meetings, and he was
thoroughly at home with the boys as soon as he arrived.
All were given a bit of a buildup and a very hearty
welcome by all present.
We opened on a rather sad note as Bill Paige, one of
our veterans, a great friend of many of us, passed away,
we were told, after a short illness. He was at the Reunion
and looked very well, but was, soon afterwards, taken ill
and passed away. We offered our condolences to Mrs.
Paige, who attended this meeting, and we have assured her
that we shall be ready to assist her, should she require
financial or other aid. His death came as a great shock
to us all, as he was a most energetic and cheery type of old
soldier.
The minutes and correspondence were read, formerly
passed and we were then confronted with the news that at
a special meeting of the P. and P. Association, to be held
at Maidstone on 20th September, the members of this
committee would put forward their views on seven points
to be raised in connection with the merging of The Buffs
and ourselves, with special reference to the P. and P.
Associations.
I have not, in my possession, the notes, but remember
that one item was the designation of the Association, also
where Reunions should be held, and other points. Within
a minute we had several members on their feet with names
like "The Men of Kent, " "The Royal Kent Regiment,"
" The Queen's Own Buffs," so before the game of names
for units could be continued. Col. B. L. Clay rose to his
feet and suggested we tell the meeting at Maidstone that
we must have more notice of these items, in order to let
everybody put forward their ideas to our Secretary first,
who can put them to Maidstone at a later meeting.
This was undoubtedly the only way to deal with the
matter, and the London Branch suggests that the Editor
publishes the seven points and asks all interested to give
their views to their branch secretary, who will record them
and thus have some idea as to what is required. Branch
secretaries could then pass them to its branch committee,
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which would make recommendations to the branch, and
then hold the meeting at Maidstone to study the recom
mendations. Surely there is no rush for this information ?
There has been no panic to date—why now ? That killed
our letter from Maidstone, and Tom Briddock, when he
attends will, no doubt, have given this answer to the meeting.
Before I forget a very important event, old Timber Mar
chant, our Welfare Officer, is about to undertake a 1,200
mile journey in his invalid chair, all round the East Coast,
taking in Norfolk and Suffolk en route. We wish Timber
well on his venture and hope his only blowouts will be
of kippers at Yarmouth. As he hopes this to be put into
print in a daily paper, there's no harm in my writing him
up and wishing him luck.
Another wave of the flag for Scotty Junior in Roubaix,
who, Ronnie Mines tells me, made life very grand for the
latter during his recent visit to the Continent. Nothing
was too much trouble for Scotty Junior and his friends,
and Ron was pleased to relate that one of those who had
been so kind to him in France had already repaid the com
pliment by paying a visit to Ron. Well done, both the
Scotties.
Next, once more the old argy bargy of the Standard
Bearer Competition. We must not complain about these
items at the time, but we are allowed to make suggestions.
Ted Tickner, who spent so much time "bulling" up his
standard and equipment, was, he states, the only one
properly dressed for the competition. A blue serge suit is
the uniform, and only one standard bearer was in a blue
serge suit! ! Ours.
The rules for marking would appear not to have been
regarded as, from what the instructions read, the total
allowed should be 50, whereas the winner received, 1 under
stand, 971 points ! This does make it appear a little odd.
What was even more odd was that our poor old standard
bearer had nine points knocked off his turnout, for. after
travelling 45 miles, having a piece of fluff on his coat! !
As Harry Edwards remarked, " Had he a piece of fluff on
his arm, instead of his jacket, he'd probably have won the
competition ! ! " Much laughter, but there is certainly
room for a change of heart. We suggested last year that
a neutral body should judge the competition, and we shall
press again for this at the next A.G.M.
Anyway, it gave old Ted Tickner a grand chance to
have a grouse once more. He never comes to a meeting
unless he has a grouse about something, bless him, so all
was merry and bright.
We flogged the over £100 for Entertainment once more,
and now a selected committee will go into the matter and
make recommendations for next year. The present minute
cannot be amended as it was carried at our A.G.M., so
after a lengthy waffle, that was the decision the committee
will no doubt recommend what should happen if ERNIE
came up. Quite a thought, and by the suggestions of one
or two of our members, I cannot see us failing to get a
win out of the Premium Bond Draw ! !
We missed the 1st Bn. correspondence, and we old
codgers thought the Editor quite right to bring out the
edition minus their news. The lads in the Battalion will
then, if they don't throw their copies in the dustbin, get an
excellent opportunity of reading the notes of the Association
branches, to which, we hope, a lot of them will join as
members.
I missed one piece of information in last month's notes
which gave me a shock, when I discovered that Lt.Col.
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John Manners was not at the Reunion ! ! If he wasn't, I
must have been speaking for about halfanhour to the
ghost of an extremely fine high jumper, cricket and hockey
player. I thought I'd missed somebody out ! !
I'd like to say again, many thanks to those branch
members who turned up on the 10th August, to play for
the P. and P. Association. We were beaten by four
wickets due to a very fine knock by Major Guy Weymouth,
but we had a splendid time, and were entertained right
royally by the O.C. Depot, and his very able officer i/c
cricket. Lt. Desmond Butler. The lunches for team mem
bers and tea for all, was done in splendid style and those
of us who went, self, Jack Tear, Charles Lewis, " Bandy "
Waller, Charles and Harry Dumbrell, " Spud " Evans, had
a most enjoyable day.
The branch now looks forward to the Get Together
and the darts matches with Bromley. We missed you,
Robert Wilks, hope you're on holiday and not unwell.
More next month.
The Spider.
TONBRIDGE

AND

TUNBRIDGE

WELLS

O

UR August meeting was well attended and in view of
the importance of the meeting this was as it should
be. Major N. S. C. Elmslie was in the chair and was
supported by Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., T.D.
The Chairman said he was sure that all members
would join him in the usual silence as a mark of respect
to our old friend Major R. Cleaver, who died in the
University College Hospital, London, on 25th July.
We would like to send hearty congratulations to
MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., on
his promotion and appointment. These congratulations
may be a little belated, but they are none the less sincere.
We understand that MajorGen. Talbot has recently been
on the sick list and shall hope that by now he has com
pletely recovered normal health.
Congratulations were extended to our Secretary on
again winning the Standard Bearers' Carrier Competition.
A number of magazines were received from Capt.
Adams in South Africa, concerning the Tin Hat Club. These
are much appreciated.
The meeting now settled down to discuss the Question
naire received from Regimental H.Q. concerning the
future of the Association. This, as was expected, raised
many points and it was only possible after a lengthy debate
that we were able to brief our secretary in order that our
views may be placed before the Committee at the special
meeting to be held on the 20th September.
Added to the views of those present, were those of
our Treasurer, Jack Breadon, M.B.E. His enforced absence
(not bullfighting in Spain), but inspecting the defences of
the British Camp in the Mulvern Hills, did not prevent him
from expounding his views on the retention of the Queen's
Own Association. We are sure the secretary will see that
they reach the Committee meeting in due course.
We are fortunate in having with us, during our dis
cussions, an old friend from The Bulls Association. We
shall hope that others will follow.
T.L.S.
Subscription rates :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies, 5d., post free.

Tel.: REGENT 5915
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DETAIL

OF

MEETINGS

Mr. G. II. Cockell,
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m.. United
3 Priestfield Road, Forest Hill, S.E. 23.
Service Club, Bromley.
Major H.M.Smith, M.B.E.,
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at "The
Major H. G. Paice
Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road. Chatham.
Hare and Hounds," 340 High Street,
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 3878).
Mr. R. A. Fielder . . . Mr. Len Clarke
The second Friday in every month at "The
38. Queenswooti Road. Forest Hill,
Railway Sigeral," Devonshire Rd., Forest
Hill. S.E. 23.
S.E.23.
Every
six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Mr.
W.
T.
Nichols.
Mr. Haddca
9 The Bungalows Cross Lane West.
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
Gravesend. Kent.
Last Friday each month, at "The Cran
Ballard
Mr. T. Briddock,
Mr,
bourn," 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane,
74 Cherry Tree, Walk, West Wickham.
Leicester Square, W.C. 2.
Kent.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m. Ser
Mr. H. W. Maxlow .. Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Watermam,
geants' Mess. Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
The Barracks. Maidstone.
j_,ast Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
Maj. A. H. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
Hall, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
T.D.
c/o T.A. Centre. Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
" FleursdeLys," Sandgate. Quarterly, first
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell .. Mr. E. W. N. Elvy.
Friday, February, May. August, Nov.
235 Cheriton High Street, Folkestone.
Mr. A. V. Smith

Maj. N .S. C. Elmslie. M. F.Jezard.
2 Milton Gardens. Tonbridge.
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers.
D.S.O., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens. Orpington.
Major E. Goodman . . Mr. T. Shepherd,
492 Downham Way. Bromley, Kent.

Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
Bromley.
Reunions annually ki March or April as
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."

Annual Dinner, as notified In "Q.O.G."
Mr. Stanford.
10 Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Mr. L. W. Dawson.
O.B.E., M.C.
19 Chestnut Drive, Heme Bay, Kent.
Meeting first
Tuesday each month. Holly
Mr. J. Mingav
Mr. F W. Sales.
Hedge House, Blackheath.
16 Kidbrooke Grove. Blackheath, S.E. 3.
Mr. A. E. Buddell,

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are :
Life Membership : Officers £ 2 / 1 0 / 0 ; Other Ranks, 1 0 /  ; or an Annual Subscription of : Officers, 5/, other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress.

The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.

Past and Present Association

Badges are available a t a cost of 2 /  to Life Members.

All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

N O R M A N CARTER
Watchmaker & Jeweller

53 WEEK STREET
MAIDSTONE
Tel Maidstone 3293
Write or

call for
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Why
your
help
is needed » . .

uAce//
(MAIDSTONE)

APPOINTED AND APPROVED

Y o u m a y t h i n k it is u n b e l i e v a b l e that
t h e r e a r e still m a n y cases of great h a r d s h i p
a m o n g e x  s o l d i e r s a n d their d e p e n d a n t s that
c a n n o t b e h e l p e d b y official s c h e m e s of
relief, but it is a t r u e fact.
T h e A r m y Benevolent F u n d is t h e
parent b o d y of all regimental charities a n d
provides financial aid to t h o s e charities
w h i c h g i v e personal attention to i n d i v i d u a l
cases i n n e e d a n d cases of real h a r d s h i p
w h e r e it is impossible to raise life a b o v e a
bare restricted existence.
Y o u r h e l p is badly n e e d e d because
t h e calls o n t h i s F u n d a r e i n c r e a s i n g
considerably.
Please g i v e all y o u c a n afford as a t o k e n
of gratitude to t h e m e n w h o g a v e s o m u c h
for y o u .

TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS

to the

QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT
REGIMENT

Stockists of the approved pattern Shirts,
Regimental and Golf Ties, Blazer Badges, etc.
Civil and Military Requirements
forwarded upon request

12, M I D D L E R O W . M A I D S T O N E

SUPPORT

THE

ARMY BENEVOLENT
FUND
Patron: HIS LATE MAJESTY THE KINO
 Donations may be sent to The President. The Army
Benevolent Fund. 20 Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.I
or paid Into any Bank In Great Britain or N. Ireland.
Registered

Undor The War Charities Act, 1940.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto "Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive," "Orthes,"
"Peninsula," "Punniar,"
"Moodkee,^
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal,"
"Sobraon,"
"Alma," "Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow,
New Zealand,
Egypt, 1882,
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002" "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien,
frezenberg,
Loos,^
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Poziers,"
"Guillemont,
FlersCourcelette,^
s°ai;Pf 1f17'.
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917.'
"Oppy" "Pilckem," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele,
Cambrai,
1917 '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins,
Bpaume,
1918!" "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani,
Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell ' Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Aniara,
"Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of the Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," "NorthWest Europe, 1940," "Alam cl Haifa," "El Alamoin,"
"Djebel Abiod." "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 1943," "Si Abdallah,' "North
Africa, 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily, 1943." " Termoli," "San Salvo." "The Sangro," "Romagnoli," "Impos
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "L iri Valley." "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasimene Lino," "Arezzo.
"Advance to Florence," "Monte Scalarl," "Casa Fortis," "Ri mini Line," "Savio Bridgehead," "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte
Spaduro," "The Senio," "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan,"
"Razabil," "Mayu Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345.
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions :
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

British Forces Post Office 53.

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS
Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone.
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ColonelinChief: H.R.H.
LieutenantGeneral

REGULAR

The Duchess of
Sir

OFFICERS

William

Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.

Oliver,

K.C.B.,

O.B.E.,

SHORT

D.L.

SERVICE

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Names
Flint, A. J. M„ M.B.E.

1

R.W.K.

MAJORS
Read, M. R., M.C. . . .
Grove, M. R. I., M.C.
Bailey, J. D. B. .
Archer, M. G. M., M.C.
Rickcord, M. B. .
Turner, P. R. H. .
Dowse, R. K. ...
Gwilliam, D. H., M B.E.
Faulkner, D. O.
Brock, J. H
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring, H. B. H.
Eason, J. A., T.D.
Elgood, P. N
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth, G. U., M.B.E
Dover, V., M.C.
Willis, C. F., M.B.E., T.D
Roper, I. H., M.C
Scull, D. S
Monckton, D., M.C., T.D
Macmillan, I. A
Woodman, E. G., M.C.
Ambrose, W. G. R. . . .
Ruffcll, D
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W
Winstanley, R. G . . . .

T/Lt.Col., Muscat Forces.
(Lt.Col.) A.A.T.D.C.
War Office.
I R.W.K.
Range Control, B.A.O.R.
H.Q. Western Comd.
M.D.C., T.C., Millom.
War Office.
(Bt. Lt.Col.) H.Q., Rhine Dist.
1/5 R.W.K.
H.Q., Eastern Comd.
1 R.W.K.
Inf. Junior Leaders' Bn.
H.Q., Northern Comd.
I R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
War Office.
Depot Holdee.
4 Malay.
G.L. Sec., Hong Kong.
I.S. Trg. Centre, Cyprus.
1 R.W.K.
2 Fed. Inf. Bde.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
Depot Holdee.
5 Malay.
H.Q., 70 Inf. Bde.
Staff College, Brussels.

Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
H.Q., Cyprus Dist.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
12 Liaison Fit. A.A C.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
4 Malay.
Depot Holdee.
Depot Holdee.
2 Ghana.
1 (NY) Bn., K.A.R
1 R.W.K.

B.E

LIEUTENANTS
Wood, W. R.
Tarver, C. L.
Newall, M. R.
Pybus, I. D.
Heatly, A. F.
Durtnell, R. J.
Taylor, E. A.
Butler, C. D. B
Langhorne, J.
Hiscock, P. .
C'eaver, G. F.
Smith, M. J.

Fed. Malaya Mil. Forces.
1 R.W.K.
(T/Capt.) 3 Para.
3 Para.
3 Para.
I R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
1 R.W.K.
A.D.C., G.O.C., E. Anglian Dist.

2nd
Champion, C. G.
Pearce, N. C. .
Holman, J. C. .
Whitty, R. H. .

MAJORS

Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W. . .
Thornton, A. S., M.B.E.
Duffield, G. W

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
R.B.D., British Army Post Office 5.
Welfare Officer, M.P. and D.P.,
Shepton Mallet.
Depot Holdee.

Marsh, H. W.

CAPTAINS
Russell, H. C„ M.C., D.C.M.
Fitzpatrick, J. N
Mannering, L. A
Dinsdale, J. W
Beaumont, S. H

11 K.A.R.
P.S.O.
A.S. of M.T., Bordon (Inst.).
H.Q., 2 T.A.F.
(T/Major) A.S.P.T.

LIEUTENANTS
Hallsall, A. C. L.
Tizard, L. A. S.
Gibbs, W. J. . .
Furlonger, B. .
Hallidie, N. A.
Colegate, T. K.

(A/Capt.)
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
J.S.A.T.C., Woolwich.
Aft. 1 Green Howards.
1 R.W.K.

2nd

1 R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTER
Cook, E. S., M.B.E

(Maj.) 6 K.A.R.

4th/5fh

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Waring, A. R. H., 1 .D.

MAJORS
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Bobby, F. J.
Coath, T. C.
Wood, D. W. J., T.D.

Sivers, A. E., M.B.E.
Blake A. G., M.B.E.
Stephens, S. V. . . .
Grubb, J. E., M.B.E.
Hcggart, E. J. W. .

M

(Maj.) Depot Holdee.
(Maj.) 1 R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
(Lt.) Depot Holdee.
(Lt.) 4/5 R.W.K.

Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Pennells, H. D. A.

CAPTAINS
Newman, B. J.
CalverJones, J.
Duggan, H. R.
Innes, C. A.

Ogilvie, J. B.
Clemence, M. J.
Watson, K. E.
Robson, T. J. R.

SUBALTERNS
Smith, J. C. C. J.
Young, R. N.
George, P. M. J.
Maw, N. N. G.
Pedgrift, G. E.
Parker, R. K.
Fraser, C. G.
MorleyJacob, P. J.
Nyren, M. V.
Horton, R. J.

macLachlan, S.
Gregory, M. K.
Sutton, J. D.
Cyster, P. L.
Parslow, J. P.
Turner, D. M.
Burrell, G. K.
Curtis, D. R.
Day, B. E.
Cannell, K.

ATTACHED
Capt. J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C. (T.A.) Lt. R. P. Gilbert,
Rev. J. E. Robinson, R.A.Ch.D. (T.A.)

NATIONAL
QUARTERMASTERS

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel: Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D.

LIEUTENANTS
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
Depot Holdee.

LIEUTENANTS

Clinch, M. J

CAPTAINS
Abplanalp, V. C.
Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R
Clarke, C. S. . . .
Campbell, D, P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R
Stock, P. R.
Leigh, P. S„ M.C.
Woolstencroft, D. H
Craven, C. E. . . .
Neve, R. W,, M.C.

COMMISSIONS

SERVICE

2/Lt. R. D. Wallace
2/Lt. S. E. Coningham

REGULAR

R.A.P.C. (T.A.)

OFFICERS

2/Lt. R. A. Crane

PERMANENT

Trg. Major and Adjt.—
Major J. H. Brock.

STAFF

Q.M. (Lt.) E. J. W. Hoggart

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

Social and Personal

"Editorial
Christmas Cards, 1958

T

HE picture printed below has been selected by the Regi
mental Committee for this year's Christmas Card and
is taken from a painting of the Officers' Mess Block at the
Depot, Maidstone, by Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
There will be two types of card available, cne will be
the picture in colour inside, crest outside and tied with
Regimental ribbon, which will cost l/4d. per card and the
other with the picture outside in colour and crest inside
above the greetings at 1/1 d. per card, all post free.
Please complete and return order forms to Regimental
H.Q. as soon as possible. This is particularly important for
orders from overseas.
*

*

*

*

Regimental Diaries, 1959
If you want a diary, order it now from Regimental
H.Q. Prices are :—
Wallet (complete with pencil) 18/4
Leather
„
„
„
5/4
Plexide
„
„
„
4/4
Refill for Wallet
    2/10
*

*

*

271

*

Car Badges
A few are still available at 27s. each on application to
Regimental Headquarters.

T

HERE have been quite a number of visitors to
Regimental Headquarters during the last month. In
order of arrival we have Captain Peter Leigh who has just
returned from Nigeria and is now on a Company Com
manders course at the School of Infantry. Major C. F.
Willis also returned from West Africa and is now with
a Liaison H.Q. in B.O.A.R.
Lt.Col.s Edwards and Chaplin signed the Colonel of
the Regiments book when they came down for the Annual
Social gathering of the Past & Present Association.
Captain Geoffrey Howlett who is at Mon's Officers
Cadet School paid us a visit and Captain Peter Stock who
is now on the Depot Held Strength drove a car back from
Malaya, we are trying to induce him to write up his
experience for the Gazette.
M. Archer and G. Bateman, National Service Officers,
have recently joined the Regiment from Mon's OCS, the
former has gone out to join a Ghana Regiment and the
latter to Cyprus to join the 1st Battalion.
B. P. Jeremiah is back from the 1st Nigeria Regiment
in West Africa having completed his National Service.
David Curtis who was at the Depot during his
National Service is now back on attachment in lieu of
Territorial Camp.

272
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Two of our latest visitors are Colonel D. W. Jackson
and Major Twink Gwilliam, both are at the War Office.
There have been three visitors to the Regimental
Museum all of whom served here during the war or before,
Captain S. G. F. C'orfield, who is serving with the Terri
torial Army in the Shrewsbury Area. Major Edwina Coven
who was with the W.R.A.C. and finally Mr. J. H. Blair
from Sydney, Australia, who served at the Depot in 1936.
Lt.Col. George Fawcelt informs us that he has settled
down in Guildford, and is now Secretary to the AnglosCo
cperative Association who fight river polution on behalf of
all Amateur Anglers in the U.K.

TO

The Queen has been graciously pleased to approve
that the following name should be mentioned, in recogni
tion of gallant and distinguished service in Cyprus for
the period 1st January to 30th June, 1958.
2/Lt. (new Lieutenant) C. G. Champion (448927).
4

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette

f

LETTERS

HONOURS AND AWARDS

THE

EDITOR

Dear Sir,
Received today, Queen's Own Gazette, September
issue, 1958. (Page 242).
With reference to Mr. H. Brown's letter and the photo
graph of the Regimental Signal Section of the 1st Battalion
in 1908.
The following are two of the missing names: —
Nc. 2 ExC.S.M. Harry Elson.
Nc. 6 ExLt. W. C. Kill.
Nc. 15 1 do not know, but suggest Mr. Harry Elson
through our London Branch, P. & P. Association, could
possibly identify him, so as to make the list of names
complete.
/
It might, be a fellow named Joseph Marrett, whom 1
last spoke to in the Leavesden Area of Watford, sometime
in 1935. He was a signaller.
No. 20, on the list, Pte. Hollands, I know was seen living
for a while in the Watford Area some few years ago, but
I never met him myself.
Yours faithfully,
E. J. BALLARD.
E.J.B.
4

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS
BIRTH
FLETCHER.—On October 12th at the Military Families'
Hospital, Chatham, to Mary, wife of Capt. J. S.
Fletcher, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt.,
a son, Richard Spencer.
ENGAGEMENT
BRAY—MEPSTED: The engagement is announced
between Eleanor Elizabeth, elder daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Harold Mepsted, 68, Green Way, Maidstone,
Kent, and Leslie, elder son of Mr. and the late Mrs.
Owen Bray, of Holly View, Sandygate, Devon.
FORTHCOMING MARRIAGE
MR. R. O. KNOX AND MISS A. M. RIDDELL.—The
engagement is announced between Richard Owen,
elder son of Mr. and Mrs. H. M. O. Knox, of Long
holt. Hildenborough, Kent, and Anne Moira, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. John Riddell, of The Mount, Bishop's
Down, Tunbridge Well.s, Kent,

REGULAR ARMY
National Service List
23421496. Cadet Anthony James Scouller (456666) to be
2nd. Lieut., 7th June, 1958.
23421454. Cadet Donald Cameron Mackay Newall
(457440) to be 2nd. Lieut., 2nd August, 1958.
23434251. Cadet Anthony James Stead (457447) to be
2nd. Lieut., 2nd August, 1958.

Short Service Commission
2nd Lt. R. O. Linforth (453615) relinquishes his comm.,
12th September, 1958, on completion of service with
Ghana Military Forces.
2nd Lt. T. K. Colegate (451683) to be Lt., 30th September,
1958.
The undermentioned Officer Cadets from the Royal Mili
tary Academy, Sandhurst, to be 2nd Lt.s except as other
wise stated:
John Charles Holman (4571S2).
Ronald Hamlyn Whitty (457309).

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Class III
Lt. W. H. C. Streatfie'd (439883) from A. E. Res. of Offrs.
Nat. Ser. List, to be Lt., 5th September, 1958, retaining
his present seniority.

TERRITORIAL ARMY
National Service Lists
2nd Lt. S. E. Coningham (451134) to be Lt., 21st Septem
ber, 1958.
The undermentioned 2/Lts. from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List, to be 2nd Lt.s 30th September, 1958, with seniority
cn the dates shown:
P. J. S. Fumeaux (452427), 4th May, 1957.
T. J. B. Locker (452435), 4th May, 1957.
R. C. Robertson (452445), 4tn May, 1957.
R. W. ShsllonAgar (453629), 27th July, 1957.

Territorial Army Reserve of Officers
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) I. D. K. Fleming (75795) having exceeded
the age limit tc belong to the T.A. Res. of Offrs., 20th
September, 1958, retaining the hon. rank of Capt.
Lt. M. D. A. Gregson (413861) relinquishes his comm.,
22nd July, 1958, on appointment to a commn. the
Australian Mil. Forces.
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ACH year on Trafalgar Day, October 21st, a wreath
is placed at the foot of Nelson's Column on behalf
cf the 1st Battalion The Queen's Own. This is done because
The 50lh or West Kent Regiment once served under Nel
son. The custom began in 1922, at the suggestion of the
Navy League. Normally now the wreath is laid by mem
bers of the London Branch of The Past and Present
Association.
The story of The 50th's connection with Nelson began
at the end of 1793, when Admiral Lord Hood, the C.inC.
of the Mediterranean Fleet, made up his mind to assist
the Corsicans to throw off the yoke of the French. There
were French garrisons in three towns in Corsica—San
Fiorenzo on the north coast, Bastia on the northeast, and
Calvi on the northwest. Hood's ships were anchored in
Hyeres Bay ; aboard were some British troops who had
just been evacuated from Toulon. On December 31st, The
50th Regiment arrived in the bay from Gibraltar, where it
had been stationed for over nine years.
Hood weighed anchor on January 24th, 1794 for the
Gulf of Fiorenzo to secure a base of operations. On
February 7th. MajorGeneral D. Dundas disembarked
about 1400 men and two light guns on the western shore
of the Gulf and occupied a hill overlooking Martello
Tower. Besides The 50th Regiment, he had with him
detachments of The 1st (Royal Scots), The llth (Devon
shire), The 25th (King's Own Scottish Borderers), The 30th
(East Lancashire), The 51st (King's Own Yorkshire Light
Infantry), and The 69th (Welch).
On February 8th two ships bombarded Martello
Tower from the Gulf and the light guns battered it from
the hill. After a redhot shot had set fire to some rubbish
on the ramparts, the garrison surrendered. Six heavy
guns were then dragged by sailors to the heights command
ing Convention Redoubt, which was two miles farther up
the bay. These guns opened fire on the 16th. Next even
ing the troops delivered an assault soon after the moon
had risen. Lieutenant (later Sir John) Moore moved
against the rear of the redoubt with The 1st and 51st Regi
ments. The 25th and 50th marched along the shore and
then turned inland. Both columns advanced in perfect
silence. Moore's was the first to reach the work, but the
French stood firm until the other arrived. The 50th, led
by LieutenantColonel P. Wauchope, dashed in with the
bayonet. The redoubt was captured with the loss of barely
fifty casualties, of which the Regiment had one private
killed and five wounded. Two days later the British occu
pied the town of San Fiorenzo, the French garrison having
withdrawn to Bastia.
After this victory Dundas sent The 50lh, 51st, and 69th
Regiments to a pass in the ridge to reconnoitre the
defences. He saw four masonry forts on the land side ;
several batteries faced the sea. He decided that an attack
on Bastia would be too hazardous without reinforcements,
and that the town must be blockaded by land and sea until
starvation compelled its surrender.
Captain Horatio Nelson was already blockading the
northeast coast with a small naval squadron. Landing
sixty sailors from his lineofbaltle ship Agamemnon, 64
guns, he had captured Miomo, a village three miles north

of Bastia, thereby inducing the Corsicans in the area to
declare openly for the British. The Agamemnon and two
frigates now bombarded the shore batteries for two hours,
causing considerable damage. Emboldened by these suc
cesses, Nelson urged Hood to attack.
Against the advice of Dundas, Hoed sailed round to
the northeast coast and landed 1,200 seamen and marines
at Miomo. Nelson was in command of the sailors. On
April llth this naval force opened fire on Bastia with
thirteen guns from a hill 2,500 yards north of the citadel.
The bombardment had little effect as the range was too
great. A month passed, while the army at San Fiorenzo
lay idle. At length, The 18th (Royal Irish) Regiment and
drafts for The 50th and 51st having reached the base, the
troops marched on May 19th for Bastia. Before they
arrived the garrison surrendered through lack of provisions.
The soldiers occupied the town.
After Nelson had supervised their embarkation at
Bastia, the troops sailed round Cape Corse under his com
mand in the Agamemnon, Dolphin and Gordon and landed
on June 19th at Port Agro, an inlet three miles southwest
of Calvi.
Calvi stands on a peninsula formed by a ridge of rocky
hills. It was strongly fortified. The most formidable out
works were Fort Monteciesco on a steep rock a mile south
west of the town, and Fort Mozzello on rising ground half
a mile west of it. LieutenantGeneral Charles Stuart, who
was now in command of the troops, decided to erect one
battery to silence Monteciesco, and another to cover the
construction of a gunposition 750 yards from Mozzello.
With immense labour 130 seamen under Nelson dragged
twentyfive heavy guns up rugged cliffs to the batteries,
where they manned all but three of the guns.
The bombardment of Monteciesco began on July 4th.
it inflicted much damage. On the 6th. under cover of a
feint attack, the gunposition opposite Mozzello was estab
lished. For ten days a destructive cannonade was
exchanged. The French fire was remarkably accurate. On
the 12th a roundshot struck the parapet of the
battery which Nelson was directing, so that his face was
badly bruised by gravel. Although he was off duty for
only one day, this " little hurt," as he described it, caused
the loss of sight of his right eye. By the 18th the breach
in Fort Mozzello was practicable. The assault was fixed
for an hour before daylight on the following day. During
the night The 50th constructed a new battery 300 yards
southwest of Mozzello ; the Regiment took post there,
with The 51st in reserve. At a signal The 1st and 30th,
under Moore, stormed the fort, while The 18th made for
Fountain Battery on the left. Both works were carried with
slight loss. As the town refused to capitulate, some heavy
guns were dragged to a position nearer the walls, whence
they opened fire on the 31st. Stuart again offered terms,
and the garrison agreed to surrender on August 10th.
In the operations against Calvi the British losses were
about a hundred, of which The 50th had one private killed
and two wounded. For the last three weeks there had been
much sickness. Two thirds of the soldiers were in hospi
tal ; the others were exhausted by the labour and the heat.
In his diary Moore wrote: "Perhaps there was never so
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much work done by so few men in the same space of
time."
So the French were driven from Corsica, and the
British gained a valuable naval base in the Mediterranean
—for a time.
After the fall of Calvi The 50th moved to Bastia.
When a constitution had been granted to Corsica the Regi
ment garrisoned Ajaccio, the capital, of which Colonel
Wauchope was made Governor. In the autumn of 1796
Spain formed an alliance with France, and Britain could
no longer maintain a garrison on the island. The evacua
tion was superintended by Nelson. The 50th sailed on
October 19th to Elba, whence, a few months later, it
returned to Gibraltar.
H.D.C.
^

OBITUARY

F

MR. W. GAY

OR long associated with the old Army Volunteers and
the Territorials as a musician, Mr. William Gay, of
25 Windsor Road, Gillingham, died on Monday, aged 82.
He and Mrs. Gay. who is 86, celebrated their diamond
wedding last year. Mr. Gay's career as a musician started
when he was 24—three years after his marriage—when he
joined the band of the Old 4th Volunteer Battalion of the
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment as a cornet
player. His first distinction as a musician came when he
was selected with another member of the band to sound a
fanfare in Rochester at the proclamation of King Edward
VII in 1901.
He was also a member of the band that
entertained the public on the day Gillingham received its
charter of incorporation in 1903.
Mr. Gay served with the Volunteers until they were
merged into the Territorial Army, when he was promoted
Band Sergeant of the 5th Battalion. One of his most pleas
ant memories was a day in June, 1914, when the band of
the National Reserve, of which he was bandmaster, presen
ted him with a conductor's baton before the massed bands
of the Army and Navy during the King George V Birthday
Review on the Great Lines. The presentation was made
by General Sir John Maxwell and Admiral Sir Richard
Poore, the then C. in C, The Nore.

r

EXC.S.M. WILLIAM BREWSTER
is with great regret that I have to record the death
from cancer, of Sgt. " Bill " Brewster, as most of us
knew him. He had been suffering great pain for the past
few months, and had been away in the country for conva
lescence after one bout of serious illness. He did not sur
vive this very long, however, and passed away in Oldchurch
Hospital, Romford, shortly after being admitted, on
Sunday, 28th September, 1958.
Bill is survived by his son Billy, whom he brought up
personally from a very tender age, and only a month or
so ago I attended a christening party given by Bill in
honour of the lattcrs baby son. That was the last time 1
saw Bill in fairly good health, just prior to proceeding on
convalescence.
Bill Brewsters' name was fairly well household in the
Regt. He spent most of his service with the 1st Battalion,
but had a tour at the Depot in 19323. Enlisting in 1920
he spent almost a year at the Depot, and late 1921 arrived
in India, Fort William, Calcutta—posted to "A", Capt.
A. K. Searight's company. He soon began to make a name

for himself in the boxing world, and with the wartime
wallahs of the 1st Battalion beginning to go home to U.K.,
Bill began a long run of novice, Company, and Battalion
Tournament successes.
Promoted to L/Cpl. and being sent on a Regimental
Cadre Course did Bill a power of good. An irrepressible
cockney, with all the wit and guile in the best Bethnal
Green tradition, Bill was possessed of unlimited pluck and
guts. No adversary in the ring had any terrors for Bill
Brewster. "Cockney" Windsor and Joe Wedge, two of the
finest box fighters that ever fought for the 1st. Battalion
knew they had been in a scrap when they had to meet Bill
in any tournaments. " Lying down," was never heard of
in Bill's department and he displayed all the same courage
when trying to hold position with handfuls of lads, before
the Retreat to Dunkirk, being wounded in the head. This
wound eventually led. to his being invalided from the Army
in 1941.
He joined the Legion of Frontiersmen at the end of
the war, and looked a typical "Mountie" in this Legions
picturesque uniform. In his late 1930 days in the 1st Batta
lion Bill, together with Dick Hayward, had audiences
hysterical with laughter with their version of " The Green
Eye." He had no equal at telling stories, which weren't
quite the " thing." He would go through a whole reper
toire and have his audience in tears. He seldom let a friend
pass him without "oh, I must tell you this one," and straight
into his story would Bill plunge, without further ado.
He was a law unto himself. His methods of teaching
soldiers were peculiar to him alone, and he could always
give a demonstration of what he intended to put over, in
one way or another.
Little has been seen of Bill in Past and Present Associa
tion life, but he was a life member of the London Branch,
although attending on few occasions. The last time he
came, he was among his real pals, " Jewy " Edwards and
George Stow, and he was terribly happy to be among these
friends of his Corporals' and Sergeants' Mess days. Because
of the likeness of our names I have, on occasions, been
asked whether I was Bill, and he likewise of me. He lived
only a stones throw from my home, and he always asked
after his old friends of the Regiment. Despite the fact
that Bill found great difficulty in passing Educational Stan
dards, whilst serving, he managed a financial club which
was responsible for saving and distributing, thousands of
pounds cash at Xmas at his local pub. Bill Brewster, to
all these hundreds of people was a truly great friend, and
he was literally worshipped at his pub.
There are many in the Regimental Association who
remember Bill, and I know all will regret his passing. He
has left his son and family well provided for and we, his
friends of his army days, send to all his relatives our deep
est sympathy, and trust that with the passing of time they
will get over this sad blow.
C. W. BRUCE.

+

11th

BATTALION

Annual Dinner in London, 8th November next.

Tickets
15/ each. Application not later than 2nd November to
Mr. L. W. Dawson, 19, Chestnut Drive, Heme Bay, Kent.
Friends from Branches will be welcome.
Remembrance Sunday, 9th November next. Service at St.
Laurence Church. Catford. 10.45 a.m. All exmembers
of the Regiment living in the vicinity will be most welcome.
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We no sooner returned to the camp when we were
treated to Regimental Duties, Guards and Fatigues plus a
few days on Training, two of which were spent at Ayios
Irini on the coast of Morphon Bay. Let us talk of this, as
it is far more interesting than the other gruesome side of
Army life.
The main object of the visit to Ayios Irini was Training,
but we certainly had plenty of swimming and beach Sports
to keep us fit, including early morning P.T. Pte. " Fred "
Cordrey was seen to leap out of bed every morning to
indulge in this pastime, but I must add that it was at the
point of a bayonet. Our " Fred " is a peaceable chap and
likes to be left alone at these early hours—but a game of
football in the afternoon—well, that's different.
2 Platoon were the reigning champs in the volleyball
contest and the runnersup, 1 believe in the beach football.
M r. Evers would have been pleased with this sort of holiday,
but all he got when he was with the Battalion was Ops. and
Patrols, etc. Still he unfortunately left us to return to
England to get a grip of the " new Joskins " who enter the
Army game every few weeks. No comment! We wish
them and, of course, Mr. Evers the best of luck, for I should
think he needs it as well, teaching them to be soldiers.
Judging by our collection in 2 Platoon, somebody is getting
paid under false pretences back at the Depot.
After this training spell 2 Platoon went out again to
Nicosia General Hospital and Pyroi Detention Camp, lend
ing a small detachment in the form of Pte. " Derek " Butler
to " D " Coy. The Nicosia General Hospital Guard went
under the shadow of the warning that we had better not
repeat the performance of a Regiment, who shall be name
less, and let a few of the prisoners escape from the detainee
Ward of the Hospital. This shadow was overcome by the
fact that old friends at the Hospital could be met and fresh
acquaintances made. Sgt. Vale took control of the " mob "
for this little escapade, but, unfortunately, had to leave us
after a few days as he had to return to his home to look
after his wife. It is probable we may soon have more con
gratulations to make in these columns. Sgt. Tidy took over
and we enjoyed his stay as much as we hope he enjoyed
being with the 2 Platcon " Shower." Before 1 and 3 Platoon
get their words in, I mean a " Shower of Blessings " on the
Coy., for they couldn't get along without us.
With my tongue in my cheek I say " au revoir " until
the next chapter in the life of a great Platoon is put on
record.

3 Platoon
What, no Keo? What no Ops.?
Something seems to be amiss somewhere, for since
the last time of writing neither of these have been avail
able or even mentioned. This state of affairs is more
serious than might at first be thought, for the 56/20's are
nearly on their way home, and all they need to cap their
glorious Army career is one more operation—just one.
However, for once their jubilation is not as great as that
of Mr. Johnston, for he has just been informed that he
is going home one month earlier than expected to attend
a Mobile Defence Corps Course—favouritism somewhere!
After the summer rush of operations we have once
again settled down into a regular routine. A week of
guards — a week of standby — and a week of training
(ad infinitum!). Our first guard was the old 3 Platoon
favourite — C.B.S.
The Platoon Commander was most

upset when the guard was reduced to such a small number
that the Officer was considered superfluous—the reasons
are obvious, aren't ihey, Finnis?
Sevastopol Day came as an extremely welcome break,
and after much persuasion from the C.S.M. we finally
erected a photographic stall which had some startling
results.
We also spent a very pleasant couple of days training
at Ayia Irini, near Morphou, where even Cpl. Matthews
discovered he could play soft ball—in fact, rather better
than most (Cpl. Guillaume, please note).
The author must now go and find a can of... .What?
No Carlsberg either! (Why not try the Coke machine;
personal message from 2/i.e. "A" Coy).
" The Noisy Three."

" B " COMPANY
This month has been quite an active one for " B " Coy.
On the 27th, 28th and 30th August, " B " Coy. organised
a classification shoot for all in the Battalion who had not
classified this year. Although it was not possible to classify
everyone, a pleasant three days was spent living on the
range. In the midst of this range activity on the 27th
August, draft SATPZ arrived. They were met at Nicosia
Airport by Lt. C. G. Champion (on temporary loan from
"A" Coy.), L/Cpl. Rossiter, Ptes. Battley, Collins, Francis,
Karn and Riley. On arrival at C.B.S. Camp they were
handed over to Sgt. Woolgar, in the dual role of C.S.M.
and C/Sgt., the C.S.M. being on the range and C/Sgt.
Spalding being on a fortnight's leave.
The draft started training on the 1st September and
all went smoothly until Sevastopol Day, when it was
announced that 12 members of the draft would be going
to Famagusta on the following day to help "C" Coy.
guard a detention camp. The following morning another
three members of the draft were claimed by "A" Coy to
help on the Nicosia General Hospital guard.
The Sevastopol Day celebrations went off quite well,
with the usual special meals and the Fun Fair in the
evening. " B " Coy. ran a competition on the .22 range,
which was won by Pte. Constable of the draft.
We now look forward to the N.C.O.s' tactical cadre
which starts on the 17th September and finishes on the
29th September. So, in fact, this month has been the
most successful so far, as regards the amount of training
completed.
We now take the opportunity to say farewell to Pte.
Burbridge, who is being medically evacuated to the U.K.,
envied by all, and Pte. Jackson, who is going to "A" Coy.
We also welcome three new members to the Permanent
Staff from the draft, Ptes. Atkins, Cooper and Ribbens.

"C"

COMPANY

Coy. H.Q.
Returning from Famaugsta at the end of August, we
immediately found ourselves taking over the routine
Battalion duties in C.B.S. Camp. We have to take our
turn at everything, and for a few days we struggled
through the busy routine of the Duty Company; camp
guards and escorts; cookhouse, Sgts.' mess and other
fatigues. Though we could not really anticipate our move
ments, we hoped for about a fortnight in camp, so took

278

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

the opportunity of putting in some quick training while
we could. And so down to the ranges....
The first day we spent on the grenade range at
Dhekelia, where we fired the 2in. mortar, the .94 grenade,
and threw the .36 grenade. This was an interesting change
for everybody, though Sgts. Kill and Orsler acquired a
few grey hairs (and sore knees) in the throwing bays.
For S.M.G. Classification we went to Laxia range,
and though the Company had not fired the Sterling for
some time, it was reassuring to find the majority fairly
accurate with the weapon.
On Thursday, 4th September, we held our Rifle Classi
fication practice, zeroing the No. 4 rifles at Athalassa
before proceeding down to Dhekelia. After working for
so long with F.N.s, it was rather like going back to
recruiting days, but after some heavy concentration we
achieved a reasonable standard of shooting. After spend
ing the night under the stars we roused ourselves at four
o'clock in the morning and started firing, so that over
half the Company had classified by breakfast time. A
sudden shower of heavy rain during the morning some
what dampened our enthusiasm; the C.S.M. and 2/Lt.
Govan hastily retreated to the only available cover, and
sitting snugly under the armourer's table they looked on
sympathetically while the rest of us were soaked.
The shooting was average, and we found we needed
much more basic weapon training and range work to raise
the standard. L/Cpl. Langridge and Pte. Jakes drew the
best score, with Cpl. Leiper running a close third.
We returned to dash round and tidy up the lines for
the Commanding Officer's inspection the following day.
Monday, the 8th September, was Sevastopol Day,
when we had an excellent dinner, donkey races and a
fun fair. The O.C. had a donkey. From a racing point
of view, it was a fine animal, and it dashed off to a
promising start while most of the other steeds were think
ing in terms of carrots and sugar lumps, taking the lead
at the first bend and increasing it all the way. But as
they neared the post an enthusiastic spectator shouted
"You've won." Whereupon the donkey stopped short,
Maj. Macmillan "dismounted," and a complete outsider
ambled past up to the winning post, 10 yards ahead.
The Sevastopol fun fair was a great success, though
we ourselves had very little time to prepare our stalls.
The 7 PI. stall was quite simple in its idea, but certainly
brought in the money
"Throw a dart at Anita Ekberg.
If you're a good shot you ought to be ashamed of yourself.
If not, you can try again for 25 Mils."
The Company Office continues to run fairly smoothly,
and despite the pressure of the work and the heat of the
summer they all manage to keep reasonably cool; all, that
is, except C.S.M. Palmer, who occasionally causes distrac
tion during a particularly arduous morning's work by
setting fire to his wastepaper basket and then complaining
of the heat. Our typewriter had a mental breakdown and
was in hospital for a few weeks, but returned the other
day with a nice new roller and a bell that really rings.
Most of the letters print the right way up, though the
machine still has certain trouble over spelling. Pte. White
has joined the staff to " learn the ropes " as L/Cpl. Francis
and his assistant will soon both be leaving for civilian life.
The C.Q.M.S. came into the office one morning in an
unusually gloomy mood and we offered him a recent
edition of " The Queen's Own Gazette " to cheer him up.

" Why should I buy one? " he retorted. " My department
never even gets a mention." " No news is good news,"
we said; " this one's on the house." Though in fact the
Stores Department is one of the most vital in our Company
organisation, especially during the sort of " rough " opera
tions we have seen recently. They mend our boots,
organise a thoroughly efficient laundry service, and pro
duce our rations in the field.
Special congratulations, however, must be offered to
C/Sgt. Partridge, who has just recently become the father
of a daughter. This brings the " total strength " of his
family up to two boys and a girl.
During our short spell in camp we managed to fit
in two R.S.M.'s drill parades and one or two days' swim
ming at Larnaca, though it classed as a poor second to
the excellent swimming we enjoyed at Karaolos Camp,
Famagusta.
We had one event in the sporting line, a cricket match
against "A" Coy. They beat us by a hundred runs and
an innings, so there's not much to be said about that.
After Sevastopol Day we returned to Famagusta, and
here we are now, guarding a detention camp.
This is a
particularly thankless and worrying task which allows little
or no time for relaxation, especially as we carry out the
duties of civilian warders as well as guards. We return
to Nicosia in a few days' time, handing over our duties to
a Company of the Grenadier Guards. And where will
we go next? Read about it in next month's edition of
" The Queen's Own Gazette."

7 Platoon
Since we last wrote there have been only two altera
tions in the Platoon, Pte. Fisher who has gone on demob.,
and we wish him all the best in civvy street; Cpl. Cart
wright has joined us from Support Company, and has
taken over No. 1 Section. We hope he will enjoy his
stay with us.
We were at Famagusta when we last wrote, and at
the time of writing we are here again, this time guarding
a detention camp.
In the meantime training has been the order of the
day. For one week we did all range work, getting up at
unearthly hours to try and beat the sun, and eventually
getting everybody through the complete practice for the
Annual Classification Course.
Preparations for Sevastopol Day were rather hurried,
but Cpl. Cartwright and a band of painters, artists of vary
ing quality, managed to produce a very successful Platoon
Stall at the fun fair.

8 Platoon
The month has been marked by three things; firstly,
the week spent on the range, secondly the detachment in
Famagusta, and lastly Sevastopol Day.
All have proved enjoyable in different ways. The
range course consisted of firing the Energa grenade, the
Sterling, the .38 revolver and the 9mm. Browning. The
week culminated in a practice for the rifle classification
course, over which a thick veil will be drawn. The only
man to acquit himself with honour was Pte. Jakes, who
scored 100 out of 115.
At Famagusta we have the pleasure of guarding 240
detainees. The main reaction of most was that the
prisoners were having a most enjoyable time.
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Sevastopol Day proved very successful for the Platoon
whose " catapult range " proved a great success. The day
was enlivened by donkey races and swimming in Larnaca,
where all ranks had a most enjoyable time.
Mr. Scouller has joined us. Older members of the
Platoon will remember his brother, Capt. Scouller, who
was with the Battalion for many years. To Mr. Scouller
and our other newest arrival, Pte. Pilcher, we offer a very
warm welcome and hope their tour with THE PLATOON
will be a long and happy one.
To our old Platoon Commander, Mr. Robertson, we
send every good wish for great success in civvy street. He
will be missed by us all, but we hope that we shall perhaps
hear from him now and then. He led us through all the
operations during the heat of the summer, so we hope he
will enjoy a welldeserved rest at Cambridge.

9 Platoon
Little has happened since we last wrote, but a few
more weeks have passed and some of the old hands are
getting a little demob, happy. At the time of writing we
are back at Famagusta inhaling some sea air and keeping
some Greek Cypriots behind wire. The Platoon is not
quite complete, however, as Cpl. John Winter is just down
the road at Golden Sands, putting in some wellearned
leave before demob.
We have at last had a few uninterrupted days at
C.B.S. Camp and we had time to improve our accommo
dation with a few tins of paint. Our flagpole, which has
recently been flying the Company flag, has now been
retrieved to grace our lines. Now we are waiting for the
other two Platoons to make some flags to fly in company
with ours. All this improvement was in preparation for
the Commanding Officer's weekly inspection.
Some
regimental " highup" thought that the outside of the
camp needed improving and so we spent a morning sweep
ing the roads and setting up huge clouds of dust.
One week was spent on the ranges firing the Platoon
weapons. After zeroing at Athalassa, we went down to
Dhekelia for a runthrough of the classification shoot with
the No. 4. It was a good thing we were not classifying as
our lack of practice became obvious as the firing pro
gressed.
All the N.C.O.s reached first class, but Bob
Langridge did exceptionally well to equal the highest
score in the Company. Down at Dhekelia we saw the
first rain for several months. It came down in a torrent
and we all enjoyed the novelty of being soaked to the
skin. Our Platoon Commander was drier than most,
sheltering under a sixfoot table trying to take the score.
The most important event of the month was
Sevastopol Day. Everything went off very well. Unfor
tunately, we were not represented in any of the donkey
races and several of us lost some money on the Company
Commander, who, although in the lead, did not know
where the finishing post was, due to sabotage from one of
the other Companies which shall remain nameless.
Our stall for the fun fair was built and run by Cpl.
Lowe, Ptes. Styles and Kingsnorth. Congratulations to
them on its great success.
Subscription rates :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks, 51- per annum, post free;
Single Copies, 5d., post free.

" D " COMPANY
Last month our notes were written in the village of
Asha.
Our Coy. headquarters there was delightfully
situated between three large dungheaps. We have now re
turned to C.B.S. Camp on the sudden ending of that opera
tion and although our tents may lack enchantment in the
swirling dust storms which so often sweep through our lines
we can at least claim that our camp is clean—we have been
duty company for a whole week !
We have already mentioned the company's success in
Asha, success which has now been consolidated by the Coy.
Commander who with much effort and perseverance
secured from the P.R.I. and monetary awards for those who
actually found the bombs. On our return we had a few
days to prepare ourselves for new duties in support of 50
Brigade. Our Coy. was allotted the tasks of providing the
military guards at the Nicosia Central Prison and at Camp
K, where EOKA suspects are detained. One is tempted
to say where they are entertained, particularly after seeing
their accommodation—good, well ventilated brick build
ings which compare most favourably with the shabby tin
huts provided for our guards. This, one expects; it was
startling to learn, however, that most detainees are given
more money than the troops guarding them ! Surely
EOKA can have no recruiting problems !
We were relieved of these monotonous duties after ten
days by the Grenadier Guards. Our respite was brief; we
were soon made duty company for a week. This again in
volves hard and often tedious duties, the most popular job
apparently being armed escort for the Regimental Bus.
Throughout this week of toil our thoughts were on the
Regimental holiday, Sevastopol Day. This was a great
success, and started in the traditional manner with long
(and mercifully late) reveille. After a special breakfast
followed by a Drumhead Service we made our way to the
Sports Field. Here Oliver, the Coy. Commander's batman
brought honour to the Coy. by winning the Privates' Don
key Race. Our other entrant, Luke, who is Capt. Norton's
batman, was third, so we were well satisfied after the first
race. Unfortunately this standard was not maintained by
the higher ranks though 2/Lt. French gave a gallant demon
stration of mule breaking. (He was lucky to escape with
a severe shaking, and declined film offers to repeat the per
formance before Major. Waring's cinecamera!).
Our stalls in the evening were a great success. Details
will be found in the Platoon Notes. Suffice it to say here
that although General Kendrew won no prize the Coy.
Commander was the outright winner of 12 Platoon's stall
and his wife on 11 Platoon's. 10 PI. should not be sur
prised to find themselves on extra duties. The duty roster,
too, is a game of chance !
To conclude " D " Coy. notes we welcome our latest
arrivals from the draft and bid farewell and good luck to
2/Lt. Locker who will be greatly missed by 11 PI., to L/Cpl.
Seaton, our faithful Coy. clerk, Pte. Atkinson his colleague,
and to Pte. Carr from 10 PI. Finally, we were all sorry to
hear that we are about to lose Maj. Monckton who has
commanded the Coy. through the trying and weary days
of the last two years. We have been most fortunate to
keep him so long; he has inspired us all with his good
humoured approach to the difficulties we have faced to
gether. He is to leave us in October to go as an instructor
at the Internal Security Training Centre. He will be re
membered for many things—high on the list being the
vision of him descending with well feigned wrath upon the

280

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

curfew breakers of Asha, though even his memory now
tends to be eclipsed by the more recent spontaneous ex
pression of joy and excitement on learning he had " got
the terms " or " golden bowler. "

just come back to the Platoon from his not so difficult
duties as escort to the M.T. Section of the Cyprus District
Signals Regt. He is also in time for the forthcoming foot
ball season.

10 Platoon

12 Platoon

" Days to do! "... .the all familiar warcry of mem
bers of the Platoon, whose service to the Platoon is draw
ing to a close. We were very sorry to lose Pte. Carr, an all
round sportsman particularly for the Battalion rugger side.
We welcome to the Platoon L/Cpl. Elliott, from the medi
cal section, we only hope he doesn't try any of his " in
famous massages " on us.
The Platoon has just finished the arduous task of
guarding Camp " K " Detention Camp, although the duties
there, heavily burdened our shoulders, we did, however,
find time for splashing about in a small pool, and improving
our ability of heading a football by playing headtennis.
The Platoon has played three soccer matches so far, and
have showed that we intend to win the interPlatoon
Soccer Competition by beating the M.M.G.s 3—0, 12 PI.
6—1, and drawing 3—3 with a combined M.M.G. and 3in.
Mortar team. Pte. Shawyer has contributed with 7 goals
already, and he is a centreforward of great promise.
Sevastopol Day was celebrated in grand style. The
Platoon attended the Drumhead Service, followed by
donkey races, on the Sports Field. After a slapup lunch,
the Battalion went to Kyrenia for an afternoon's swim
ming, which we all thoroughly enjoyed. Comes another
splendid meal at dinner, followed by the Platoon laying out
the sideshows for the fun fair. L/Cpl. Clutterbuck's stall
" Guess the weight of the cake " was a great attraction, as
were L/Cpl. Evans' " Find Grivas, " and L/Cpl. Elliotts'
" Pick the lucky straw. " (L/Cpl. Clutterbuck's cake was
eventually won by Cpl. Smith, with shouts of " it was
worked " by the rest of the Battalion.
When these notes go into print we will probably have
lost Ptes. Hunter and Read who are waiting for their
demob, two more of the old stalwarts going, and we can
hear shouts of " But they have only just come in " from
Pte. Thurston, perhaps the only soldier left.

Sevastopol Day is the latest big event which comes to
mind, standing out above the recent quiet weeks. It cul
minated as usual in a fun fair gaily decorated with coloured
lights and all the noises that go to make up the atmosphere
of a really good fair. 12 PI. were making their presence
felt even as you approached the gates, with Ptes. Wheeler
and Underdown eloquently pressing their wares of
" Sevastopol Day Programmes" not in one's or two's
but in dozens upon the unwary fairgoers. Few made the
comparative peace of the fair ground " untouched. "
The Platoon stall was a very well produced effort, laid
on as it was very late after somebody had poached our
original idea. The time Cpl. Baker and his helpers must
have spent with an atlas working out all the possible places
which might have a football team does not bear considera
tion. Needless to say the stall was a great success.
Since the last issue we have had a number of arrivals
and departures in the Platoon. Unfortunately we have lost
L/Cpl. Disley and Pte. Elphick, two stalwarts of the
Platoon since Germany days, and we wish them all the
best for the future. In their place we welcome Ptes. Panton,
Waight and Nesbitt who had arrived during the past few
months at various times from the U.K. Last but by no
means least we must congratulate Cpl. Goode on his recent
promotion.

11 Platoon
To open these notes we bid farewell, bon voyage and
the best of luck to our Platoon Commander Mr. Locker,
who has left us for the luxuries of Civvy Street. He will
be greatly missed by the Platoon.
This month has been somewhat quieter than the last
few as we have been employed on guard duties at a deten
tion camp near Nicosia, Camp " K " to be precise. This
was a long and boring guard and it was not surprising that
many " off duty " hours were spent splashing about in a
small pool.
The Platoon strength has neither risen nor fallen
although a certain number of changes have taken place.
Firstly we said " goodbye " to L/Cpl. " Fats " Lewis. Next
we lost " Noddy " Newman who is now batman to the
Brigade I.O., and last on this list we wish all the best to
Mick Sealy, Alan Cruttenden, " Snitch " Davison,
" Snatch " Waller, cheerio lads, it's been great to know
you.
We now welcome the six newcomers, they are Ptes.
Roberts, Goldsmith, Danes, Downes, Knight 84 and, of
course, Pte. Ted Brown 95, who by the way has got
" Yonks " to do (11 to be precise). " Timber " Wood has

Coy. H.Q.

SUPPORT COMPANY

During the month of August the Coy. has had a more
peaceful time and not gone out on operations. At present
we are training the new intakes on specialist weapons. The
C.S.M. has returned from leave feeling much better and
ready for anything.
Sevastopol Day went with a swing and a good time was
had by all. The donkey race gave a great deal of laughter
to the spectators. Pte. Weston, the Coy. Clerk, did his best
to represent Gordon Richards but the donkey had a star
board list and intended on going in his own direction re
gardless of the pulling on the reins. The fun fair in the
evening was outstanding this year, with the AntiTank

Trypimeni—The village well.
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Platoon winning first prize for having the best stall. Well
done.
We also congratulate the Coy. Cricket Team in work
ing their way, so far, to the semifinals of the interCoy.
cricket competition.
Things we want to know : " Who tried to (ill up the
radiator on the Volkswagen ?
" Bunnie. "

Assault Pioneer Platoon

We would like to open this month's notes with our
congratulations to Pte. Johnny Maybank, on tying a knot
with his tongue that he will never never undo with his
teeth—he was married on Saturday, 6th September.
The Platoon has been very busy these last few weeks.
The W.O.s and Sgts. can proudly invite friends to their
Mess, since our chippie started work there. While they
were working on the Mess the rest of the Platoon were
kept working on other people's sideshows, which never
left us much time for making one of our own. But with
determination the Assault Pioneers worked in their spare
time and made a sideshow which was a big success, with
Pte. Welling acting the fool and Pte. Fretter taking the
money, we just could not go wrong.
" Lion Hearts. "

AntiTank Platoon
At last a great peace has dropped over the Platoon,
without even an air of expectancy in the hush. There have
been a few changes in the Platoon strength—Mr. Durtnell
has returned from his honeymoon, unhappily not accom
panied by his wife, who was prevented from doing so at
the last minute by the War Office ban. Sgt. Ticehurst, on
the other hand has left us after four years with the Platoon,
covering five different antitank weapons. We wish him
all the best with the M.T. on which he has always been
keen, although you wouldn't have thought so from his
choice of motor car.
Also on the present strength of the Platoon must now
be included a puppy (attached L/Cpl. Vale) and two guinea
pigs (attached L/Cpl. Mayo). The guinea pig strength is
not constant—as we write this one of the little wretches
might be hatching something. We do know that just be
fore Sevastopol Day, when the Antitank prizewinning
stall, designed by L/Cpl. Vale, consisted of a guinea pig
race track, there were four. The last race of the evening
was a selling plate and two of the runners were raffled off.
As for the rest of the Platoon, some peoples' thoughts
are only on leave. Pte. Ford is away and Pte. Swift and
L/Cpl. McConnell are due to go at the end of the month,
the latter to get married. Sometimes we have noticed his
mind wasn't exactly fixed on A.F.V. recognition. Pte.
Preston has been here and there, but now he is there—
right there—and he may be going away for a little time
soon.
Militarywise, we have little to report except that we
now have four Mobats, and just enough people to fire them.
We learn a little more each day as the pamphlet with its
thousands of amendments is disentangled, and we look for
ward to another trip to Cape Pyla range in the near future.
In the meantime we bang away with the subcalibre attach
ment at Laxia and seek the millenium.
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the second day we were visited by the Brigade Commander.
All went well until two mules wandered across the target
area; the Coy. Commander gallantly volunteered to chase
them away and rapidly became bogged clown in a reser
voir. Sgt. Mead had to go and rescue him; at that stage
the Brigadier left us, but from later reports he was quite
pleased with what he saw. Everyone learnt a great deal,
and Lt. Taylor has certainly learnt one thing, not to report
blinds left on the range.
Pte. Guidice. the Platoon Commander's batman is now
a father; we hope young Guidice will become a Mortar
man in his time—with a nuclear mortar probably by that
time. Anyway we send our congratulations to Mrs.
Guidice and hope that Angelo will be able to get home in
October to see his young son.
Pte. Lawrence is ably captaining the Coy. cricket team
which won the first round of the intercompany competi
tion. We wish him the best of luck and hope his team
wins the semifinal next week.
After days of wondering when they were going, L/Cpl.
Barnden and Pte. George Matthews, our faithful storeman
and draughtsman, left us at a day's notice. Pte. Till has
left lis for the peace and quiet of the Officers' Mess Bar,
otherwise life goes on as usual.
" Missfire. "

M.G. Platoon
We have now been at C.B.S. for several weeks, and
have really got down to some much needed training. At
least everyone in the Platoon knows which way to point a
machine gun.
Since the last time of writing we have had several
changes within the Platoon. The newest of the newcomers
being L/Cpl. Elkington, who was a training N.C.O. at the
depot, and Pte. Steward. To both we extend our good
wishes for a very enjoyable time with us.
Our 4star storeman Pte. Wilkes, is now sweating on the
top line waiting for demob. His prayers can be heard at
night from any part ol the camp and he informs us that
he can pack at 30 seconds notice.
Sevastopol Day made quite a change for everyone, we
all worked much harder than normal. The food was some
what better than usual and no doubt we shall be suffering
for it in weeks to come.
Mr. Langhorne has just had two days at the yachting
regatta at Dhekelia. After nearly getting rammed by
another boat, poisoned by the cooks and the misfortune of
not getting a place in the races he has come away slightly
embittered. Never mind, sir, try racing pigeons next time.
" The Vickers. "

Primrose and
Len Dairies, Ltd
PASTEURISED MILK
CHANNEL ISLAND T.T. (Pasteurised) MILK

Mortar Platoon

19, LOWER STONE ST., MAIDSTONE  Tel 2610 & 51246

At last we have fired our mortars after almost a year.
We spent two days on Lefkonico ranges, and considering
how little training we had, the shoot went very well. On

32, THE BROADWAY,
MAIDSTONE

WEST MALLING
Tel. West Mailing 3101
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H.Q. COMPANY
Another month has been dutifully blocked out on the
calendar and another red pencil has been indented for.
This month has been exceedingly quiet on the whole, with
very few of the usual alarms and upsets. The Company
Office has" not been called upon to uproot itself, rush out
and lend its clerical experience to the guarding of
detainees, searching of houses or cordoning of villages.
In fact, startling as it may seem, we have actually managed
to do a bit of work in the Company Office. Settling down
to a more or less normal routine was a little difficult at
first, but we have now mastered it, and the bumph and
CocaCola flow in the familiar neverending stream.
The Commanding Officer decided, a short while back,
to inspect the camp, and oh what a stir that caused
amongst the Little People! Such a dusting and sweeping
and tidying was never seen, and the clouds of dust haven't
settled yet. The piles of paper, tins, rags and other throw
outs grew so large that the waste bins disappeared beneath
them. People were seen rushing past, muttering things
like " How do you make a bed box ? " or " Where did I
put that top pack?" and frantically making " small
circles " on their boots. However, brushed, polished and
stoodto, we did, I think, pass the eagle eye of the Com
manding Officer.
The weather, in a very short space of time, has, in
typically Cypriot fashion, undergone a very chilly change.
The nights are very "parky," and the Little People are
digging out those extra blankets that were discarded in
the scorching breath of summer. The Company Office
tent, of course, has adapted itself to this change and now,
instead of letting in fiery little rays of sunlight, it lets in
little draughts of icy air. All this will cease, we hope,
when our cherished dream comes true and the new tent
arrives. We are told that it will not fall down when the
wind blows, that we will not be able to spot aeroplanes
through the thinness of the roofing, and that it will actually
keep the rain OUT. This we will judge when this paragon
of all tents arrives and is erected. This operation (the
erection) should prove quite af hilarious affair, as a two
panel marquee, ,as you may well know, consists of as many
tangles of rope and bits of canvas as a threemasted
schooner, requiring great diligence and patience in the
untangling and sticking up of same.
' The C.S.M. continues, staunch as ever, firm in the
knowledge that he is most definitely NOT redundant!
L/Gpl. Stanley just sits and gazes dreamily at the calendar,
watching the days slowly tick through the 30's. Cpl.
Farnfield, splendid fellow that he is, continues in his
earnest endeavours to antagonise as many people as he
possibly can, as his days, too, are numbered. Ptes. Gould
and Curd have got such a fearful grip of the office that
no one dares to question the running of it. The Company
Commander, Maj. Crumplin, has left us for a little well
earned rest, before returning to resume his duties as O.I.C.
so many things that we have lost count.
The one great event of the month was the celebration
of Sevastopol Day, when the regiment helped to put to
flight those naughty Russians (or was it the Germans?).
Magnificent meals were served of such succulence and
with such promptitude as to stagger the assembled hordes.
Utter laziness was enjoyed by all during the afternoon and

a splendid fun fair was the big attraction of the evening.
Altogether, the highlight of the day was when the C.S.M.
won the Sergeants' Mess Plate in the donkey races.
And so, as the sun sets on the murkey Cypriot
horizon, we must bid you farewell for yet another month.
But remember, friends, although the next war will be a
pushbutton affair, they will still want some poor Charley
to push the button.
" Stanislavski."

The Battalion Orderly Room

Those who thought that the Battalion would remain
in camp after the hectic months of June and July were very
sadly disillusioned, for hardly had August begun when we
were aroused from our beds at some unearthly hour of the
very early morning, to find ourselves, still fast asleep, filling
jerrycans, and packing boxes, in readiness for yet another
"Op." This time it was to Asha that certain members of
the staff did wend their way. Even when they got there,
and had unpacked all the kit they thought they were going
to need for a fortnight or so's rest, they were once again
sadly disillusioned. Instead of a rest they found themselves
even busier than before producing a daily newsheet
entitled the " White Horse," which was intended to keep the
members of the Battalion "clued up" about what they
(the members of the Battalion) were supposed to be doing,
and to tell them what they had already done, in case they
were not sure.
Although the members of the staff who went out into
the field were disillusioned their astonishment and chagrin
cannot have matched that of certain other persons, who
for one reason or another had never set foot outside the
camp during the recent Ops., and yet suddenly and without
warning, found themslves packed off to guard a wireless
station for a couple of weeks. After the initial shock of find
ing themselves in new surroundings after so long a sojourn
in one place, they both settled down to their strange new
existence, and after a while even began to like it. One
thing that puzzled them at first was the presence of a
peculiar species of human being which wore a garment
something akin to that sometimes seen on the nether por
tion of visitors to the camp who go by the title of " Jocks."
At first it was supposed that these persons were the
members of some Highland Regiment or other, but, casting
their minds back to days long gone by, the members of
the Orderly Room suddenly realised that these creatures
were what are known as " women." This realisation seems
to have had other results as well, or could it be coincidence
that both these clerks are now filling in passport forms,
and making other arrangements to go to England for four
weeks' leave in the not so distant future?
Once again this month we have had certain changes of
staff. We said " Goodbye" to Pte. Stevenson, who
decided that Orderly Room work was not in his line, and
has now gone on a course to learn how to handle the dogs
which formerly threatened to devour him. We welcome
to the staff Pte. Froud, fresh and white from the UK. who
has already earned himself an astonshing collection of
nicknames, of which the best are: ' Cardew,'4 Mildew,' and
' Mildred.' We hope that he will enjoy his stay in the
Orderly Room. He had better, he's going to be in it for
a very long time yet!
Last but not leaast, we all offer our congratulations
to Sgt. Wilson on his recent promotion.
Hank,
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Intelligence Section
Since the Battalion returned from its last foray against
EOKA, we have enjoyed some wellearned rest, punctuated
by a few guards and R.S.M.'s Saturday morning Drill
Parades. In between these diversions the section started
the great move from our battered old Korean tent, to a
most desirable semidetached residence, where, unfortu
nately, a snag soon arose. It came in the form of the Corps
of Drums. The 10 thought we were going to have it all,
but his dreams were shattered when the Drums took half.
Never let it be said the section gives in without a light,
when the Drums claimed another section of the hut, Battle
Royal commenced. In one corner the Drums ably led by
the Drum Major. In the other corner the I Section equally
ably led by the 10. For some time the battle raged back
and forth, then the Drums received reinforcements in the
shape of the Adjutant, and we were forced to yield to their
superior forces.
We were now faced with a serious problem, to make
a little more room we had to move some equipment, also
two of our members, Gnr. Phippen and Pte. Smith were
evicted from their sleeping quarters. Everything was solved
by Gnr. Phippen moving into the Orderly Room tent,
while Pte. Smith was given a 160 pounder. At the time
he wondered why he was squashed in one corner, we
answered this by moving all surplus equipment in with him.
A few days later on a bright Sunday afternoon we
were swimming at Kyrenia when we heard a low muttering
behind us. Turning, we were surprised to see Cpl.
"Dingles" Bell with a scowl on his usually jovial face.
He held up his left wrist on which was a dripping wet
watch. However, it is still ticking away merrily and his
smile has now returned. Meanwhile Sgt. " Weary Willie "
Williams is bemoaning the fact that the job ol BOS comes
round with startling rapidity. Our almost legendary inter
preter "Nicky" Taskin has been enjoying some leave.
Which brings us to Sevastopol Day. We were told
to provide a stall this year. After much thought and dis
cussion the 10 decided we would build a fortune telling
robot. First of all we gathered the materials, a job not
without its dangers, then work commenced. Despite dis
couraging remarks from " Dingles " Bell we finished it in
time, but only just. By far the most difficult part was find
ing a name for it. The unamimous decision was INT Z 4.
On the day, bolstered by the usual Sevastopol Day fare,
Pte. Smith, looking very smart in white overalls and crash
helmet, stood outside the booth telling everyone what they
were missing by not coming in.
In this manner many distinguished people were per
suaded to part with 25 mils. Although we didn't make as
much money as some stalls, we did win 2nd prize in the
competition for the best stall. However, now if one should
ask the Orderly Room where their stall came, all one
receives is a few muttered words and a scowl.
Farmer.

M.T. Section
The ploughman homeward plods his weary way ; and
equally wearily, the scribe puts pen to paper, to discourse
upon the Meritorious Fellowship of Drivers.
This last month has seen the complete section working
like madmen (presumably, only mad men work). 1 he
cause of this eruption of our daily ways, was an inspection
of vehicles by a R.E.M.E. Corporal from Bde. LAD. For
days, it was almost impossible to recognise faces and places
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beneath layers of grease and sweat. Gradually the amount
of wagons " Off the road "' increased, until we were trying
hard to send one Landrover to do fifty different details in
only half an hour. Although we "flapped" fairly high, it
is rumoured that the M.T.O. turned down an offer of four
Beverly Freighters. Not enough parking space.
It is worth mentioning, that it was in the middle of this
flap, that the scribe returned from a months' leave in
England. What a state of affairs to greet one, after a
very pleasant, idle month. Such, however, is life and back
to the grindstone goes the nose.
During the scribes absence (with leave) there were
many changes in the section. Many of the old faces have
left and been replaced by fresh ones. Which is quite nor
mal, really. To all those who have left our presence, we
bid farewell, wishing them all good luck in civvy street.
Whilst to those who have just joined us, we bid welcome
and hope that their stay with us will be pleasant. The
amount of duties and fatigues with which the section has
to cope, makes us hope that the next few drafts will con
sist entirely of potential drivers.
By special request (by the R.E.M.E.) we shall give the
R.E.M.E. section a mention. There are four new faces in
the section now, one belongs to an electrician who was lent
to us, by the East Surrey Regt., on the " Never Never "
scheme. He never works and is never anywhere to be seen.
Before we end, we quote a plea from the dark interior
of the Documents Office. Does anyone know of a cure
for the " Dreaded Lurgi Till " with which the aforemen
tioned office has been invaded?
And so, good people, till next month, we, of the M.T.
bid you adios,
Viva La Mekon Fans.

Signal Platoon
Usually, the trouble with writing these notes is finding
enough to fill the required space. This month, having been
fairly busy, the difficulty is what to leave out.
Having written that, in a spirit of misguided optimism,
we now find that we don't know where to start. Chewing
our pencils is no good either, they being indelible, and
therefore inedible. (Curses!). Let's have a look through
the rough notes we acquired throughout the month . . . and
we do mean rough.
" PI. party," . . . oh yes, we have vague recollections
of that; there is little doubt that everyone enjoyed them
selves, even the three who tried to fix the record player.
We bet Harrission never tries to plug two bare wires in
simultaneously again. Still, as he said, he wasn't on duty,
so why should he worry.
" Sevastopol Day," . . . hmm, that also has been rele
gated to the limbo of " Things best forgotten." The
sideshow was quite successful, but how was it that the bulk
of the prizes was won by signallers? Cpl. Knapp (Barker
inChief), refuses to comment. That's about the only thing
he hasn't commented on ; even as we flog our turgid brains,
he keeps up a harrassing fire. Still, we're used to it, and
never really listen.
Incidentally, Cpl. Knapp was the instigator of our
monthly flap this month.
(Conversation piece)—
Cpl. K.: " Colours, there's an 88 Set missing."
C/Sgt.: " What again?"
(Collapse of R.S.O. in background).
The ensuing search of the stores disclosed many
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interesting items, including the colour of the stores' floor,
but NOT the 88 Set. Tension rose and panic reared its
ugly head, until, in desperation, someone phoned the
workshops.
" Yes," said the man, " we've got it."
Phew! !
(Revival ol' R.S.O. in foreground, behind heap of
rubble from stores).
Other items go missing from time to time, including
the C/Sgts. favourite redhandled pliers. When last seen,
L/Cpl. Atkinson was seen (a) in possession of some and (b)
scraping flakes of paint from his fingers. In the words of
the boss, "C/Sgt. will fix."
Somehow, in the midst of all this activity, we managed
to train and classify another fifteen signallers ; and when
a visiting ofiiccr commented " Pretty good, all passed " who
said " Pretty good—it's ruddy perfect" ???
The Exchange and Line Section, despite the calls for
fatiguemen, have been having fun trying to keep commu
nications open.
The extensive rewiring of camp is
practically complete, and despite the many replacements
and reliefs on the exchange, it still functions. L/Cpl.
Grahame, now back from hospital, is i/c, at times assisted
by no less a person than the R.S.O. (Yes, Pronto himself).
With a little more experience, we understand, he'll be a
pretty fair operator.
Cpl. Don Raper and his merry men (2 i/c Pte. Betts),
are still busy disentangling kites from the lines, and in
addition have to cope with locals who not only cut the
lines, but remove lengths of 100 yards or so therefrom.
What's all this about connecting lines to mains?
As we go to press, the guv'nor is on leave (who said
" again? "); Beeston's " Funnel Fever " is mounting rapidly
(he goes home in a couple of days) ; and L/Cpl. Dunning,
Ptes. Wilcock, Fowler, and Butler are on local leave. Pte.
Percy has left us to inflict HQ 3 Bde, leaving Wigram dis
consolate. Never mind, Wiggy, you may be the Padre's
batman/driver yet . . . but not yet.
We thought that we heard someone practising Morse
in the lines, but investigation shewed that it was Cannacott
flattening brasses at two bob a time. Once that sort of
thing starts, anything can happen, so it's " Close Down
Now—OUT."
Tennarge.

SERGEANTS' MESS
The cloud having now lifted from my eyes after
Sevastopol Day, 1 must attempt to acquaint you with the
goings on in the Mess during the last month.
Sevastopol Day started, as is the custom here, in the
morning, when after breakfasting most of us attended a
drumhead service. Following this came the inevitable
leabreak, and then the Battalion Donkey Derby. Riders
in the Sgts. Mess Plate included Sgt. "Doc" Roberts, Sgt.
"Muscles" Patterson, C.S.M. "Pedlar" Palmer. C.S.M.
" Slim " Simmonite, Sgt. Bill Williams. Little should be
said about this race, except that C.S.M. "Slim" romped
home an easy winner, thereby qualifying for the allwinners
final. Unfortunately in this event our champion jockey
was pipped at the post by that master of the saddle, Major
Archer. Crestfallen, and lighter in pocket, we then invited
the officers to the Mess in the hope of extracting informa
tion that could help us be more successful in the future
years. That we reached the Mess is not doubted by either
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the officers or us. What happened after 30 minutes inside,
and for the rest of the day, was reported to us by the
honorary members. Apparently the day, and especially
the funfair, was most successful. We are now awaiting
photo's as proof. Fortunately the use of dark glasses during
the following day was not frowned upon by higher
authorities.
Congratulations this month to C/Sgt. Ron Tillman,
who joined the exclusive band of " Colour Blokes" on
taking over Q duties with the IS training Centre. May you
reign long before turning grey.
For some unknown reason our two schoolmasters,
namely Sgt. Richard Lowe and "Uke" Holroyd, were
granted a week's leave. Armed with maps, compasses
protractors and a hire car they set (after mending a punc
ture) to tour the island. Six days later they reported back
tired, greasy, and bursting with the knowledge of the lA's on
a Morris Minor. Souvenirs of places they had visited
included a spanner from the MT park. Coca Cola bottles
from the charwallah and a pass signed by the Adjt., giving
them access to all places of amusement in the camp area.
They were both delighted with their holiday and stated
that the camp is much bigger than they ever imagined. The
following day Sgt. John " Uke " Holroyd was loaned to the
King Richard School to help teach the children maths and
map reading. Hurry back, John.
At this moment three very dejected members are
slouching around camp with faces as long as three three
bob summonses, muttering occasional threats skyward. It
appears that they should have emplaned live days ago for
UK leave. No word has yet been received for them to
pack their kit even. Out of fairness to this WO 1, C/Sgt.,
and Sgt., 1 will not mention names. To add insult to injury
the rest of the band have already gone.
Our main social event of the month was a games and
social evening when we invited Capt. Dodson, the Subal
terns and their ladies to join us. With a little difficulty
we managed to fit most of them in but unfortunately some
of our own members had to view the proceedings from
the windows. The evening started with a few hands of
tombola intermingled with dancing. Unfortunately, despite
noble efforts by C.S.M. Ted and Mrs. Leach, at this early
stage nobody was in the mood for dancing. To further
the spirit of adventure and recklessness we ran two horse
races with a foolproof tote. With such names Phssst,
Boing, Phew, and Wham, it was no wonder that the elocu
tion lessons were taken before placing bets. To prove how
reckless we had made our guests, one came and boasted
that he had a foolproof system wtiich could break the
bank. He then bought one ticket on each horse which
totalled 3/. Of course he won and received l/6d prize
money. He was thrilled with his system. How reckless
can you get? After an obstacle race where nonsmokers
smoked and nondrinkers drank and others were weaned
on the bottle, dancing began in earnest. Our dancing
enthusiasts would like to thank Capt. and Mrs. Dodson for
the instructions they gave them in the new dance sweeping
the island called the " Slouch," a new and friendly danc«,
so magnificent and intricate in its execution.
Committees have now been formed for the Xmas
festivities and much hustle and bustle is going on and if
Xmas never comes it has been very entertaining watching
the preparations.
Rumours around camp have it that two of our mem
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bers are so disgusted at not being redundant, they have
signed on. If it is definite that they did this whilst of
sound mind. Obviously before Sevastopol Day.
Before creeping back into my dark glasses until next
month I would like to ask one question of the P.M.C. "Why
rockets by Proxy."
WIVES' CLUB
July having been an exceptionally trying month for
most of the Battalion wives, due to the almost perpetual
absence of their husbands and reinforced curfews, security
regulations, etc., no account was forwarded to the Editor
of the Social held on July 8th. This consisted of a film
programme to which husbands were also invited, baby
sitters permitting.
We were shown amongst others, a very interesting, if
somewhat out of date, film on Cyprus. The commentator's
frequent references to the general friendliness of the
Islanders met with what can only be described as derisive
laughter.
No social was held in August, being the hottest month
of the Cypriot summer and the traditional British holiday
period ; although the latter was sadly spoiled by the con
tinued absence of the Battalion during the earlier part of
the month. The remainder was devoted mainly to re
adjusting ourselves to having a man about the house. (It
is quite extraordinary how very much cleaner the floors
remain when there are no Ammo or CWW Boots tramping
in and out!). Nevertheless we were overjoyed to be re
united with our erstwhile menfolk.
The Social evening for September started with voting
for a new committee,
Mrs. Flint, Mrs. Crumplin, Mrs. Blake, Mrs. Manners,
Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Simpson and Mrs. Pitchers deserve
warm thanks for all their hard work during the past six
months. Mrs. Flint and Mrs. Parker are joined by Mrs.
Waring (in the absence of Mrs. Archer, wife of Major
Archer, 2IC) as permanent members of the committee, so
the voting was to elect one officer's wife, one member of
the Warrant Officer's and Sergeant's Mess wife and one
Corporal or Private's wife.
The results with overriding majorities were as
follows: Mrs. Dodson, Mrs. Marshall and Mrs. Barrett
We then settled down to a Tombola session, kindly
presided over by C.S.M. Smith, who had us all on tender
hooks as he called out the numbers. L for Lucky, L for
Lockyear. Not only did Dodie, eldest daughter of Sgt
and Mrs. Lockyear, win three prizes, two for Full House
I
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and one for a line, but Mrs. Lockyear also had a win.
(We were all delighted to see Mrs. Lockyear looking so
much fitter after her operation).
Other prizewinners were: Mrs. Blake, Mrs. Partridge,
Mrs. Shearburn, Mrs. Skelding, Mrs. Spalding and Mrs.
Vale.
Mrs. Partridge is to be congratulated on the birth of
a daughter. She won the raffle and carried off three
coloured towels that will doubtless come in doubly useful
now her family has been enlarged.
Tea at the meeting was kindly provided by Mrs.
Lockyear and Mrs. Flint.
Those present were: Mrs. Barrett, Mrs. Blake, Mrs.
Brooks, Mrs. Bryan, Mrs. Cleaver, Mrs. Dodson, Mrs.
Flint, Mrs. Hope, Mrs. Hurley, Mrs. Johnston, Mrs.
Lockyear and daughter, Mrs. Marchant, Mrs. Marshall,
Mrs. Newton, Mrs. Osborne, Mrs. Pitchers, Mrs. Palmer,
Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Partridge, Mrs. Patterson, Mrs.
Shearburn, Mrs. Shields, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Skelding,
Mrs. Spalding, Mrs. Tarver, Mrs. Tidy, Mrs. Vale, Mrs.
Vine, Mrs. Waring, and Mrs. Williams.
We would like to say how sorry we are to say good
bye to Mrs. Skelding. Siie assures us that her eleven years
with the Battalion have gone like a flash. We wish her,
Sergeant Skelding, Margaret, Janet and Carol the very best
of luck and happiness in their new posting to the Depot.
The Sevastopol Day celebrations on September 8th
went with a swing. From the wives' angle, many of us
found lunchtime a little tricky, our husbands having been
involved in a party at the Sergeants' Mess, but our turn
came in the evening when other parlies took p'ace and we
visited the Fun Fair.

Always choose the best—

FREMUNS
'ELEPHANT'
ALES
FREMLINS LTD  MAIDSTONE & LONDON

SEVASTOPOL DAY

D

ESPITE all predictions that " ops " would upset our
plans, Sevastopol Day was celebrated in the tradi
tional manner on 8th September, 1958.
The first major event of the day was a Drumhead
Service conducted by the Rev. A. J. Alban, at which the
Band provided the music. The service was held on the
most presentable open space in the camp which is unfortu
nately adjacent to the Limassol—Nicosia road, so that
reverting to the methods of the Covenanters, an armoured
car and various sentries protected our interests during
the service.
The second event of the day was the Sevastopol Race
Meeting which was somewhat delayed due to the fact that
the "mounts" had to brought to the camp in a three
tonner—not being difficult really—but they had to be lifted
up into the three tonner as no loading ramp was available.
A most successful meeting followed in which the win
ners were as follows:
Privates' Plate: Pie. Oliver, D Coy.
Corporals' Plate: Cpl. Clarke, Sp. Coy.
Sergeants' Plate: C.S.M. Simmonite, HQ Coy
Olticers' Plate: Major Archer.
AllComers Plate: Major Archer.
Major MacMillan also gave a fine but involuntary
rodeo display—Major Crumplin refused to participate as
a result of this display.
The WO's and Sgts. wives' very kindly invited the
officers to drinks before lunch. Their hospitality over
whelmed a number of veteran officers and submerged a
few of the less experienced!
The cooks produced an excellent lunch and the after
noon was left free for swimming. The cooks then produced
an even more excellent supper and it is pleasant to record
that at the last weekly messing meeting a completely
unsolicited vote of thanks was passed for their efforts that
day.
In the evening the officers' mess held a small cocktail
party to which the GOC, Major General D. A. Kendrew,
C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., came. Unfortunately the Brigade
Commander was unable to come. At the same time the
Sergeants' Mess were at home to their families and friends.
At 8 p.m., the Sevastopol funfair opened. Thanks to
the) efforts of the stallholders, the unit pioneers, the cooks,
and many others it turned out to be an excellent fair and
with coloured lights, bunting, and the impressive archway
made by the pioneers, it was most realistic. The fish and
chip stall proved to be especially popular.
It would be invidious to compare stalls but the two
which won "best stall" prizes were the Guinea Pig stall
run by Support Company and the Talking Robot by the
Intelligence Section.
At 10.30 p.m. the Band played the Last Post and
Evening Hymn in the middle of the fair ground and
brought to an end a most happy and successful day, which
was genuinely enjoyed by everyone.

Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
" The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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Commanding Officer and Major (QM) Blake with the
ceremonial arch in the background.

The Mortar Platoon stall—the " Bombing Run."

Emerging from the fish and chip stall—with fish and
chips in genuine newspaper!
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Major Waring and friend standing outside the " White
Horse Casino" run by ORQMS and BOR staff.

Fish and chip stall with the beer garden in the background.

The Band playing the Evening Hymn,
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4th

5 th

BATTALION

O

N 25th September, after holding the
appointment for five years, Brigadier
H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D., comes to the end
of his tour of duty as Honorary Colonel of
the Battalion. They are years that have
gone by all too quickly.
Brigadier Brown was no stranger to
the Battalion, or to the Regiment, when he
returned to us in 1953. His long and dis
tinguished career with the 5th Battalion, which he was
commanding when war came, is well known to all ot us:
but he brought with him more than a long record of
service, for he was able to give us all the benefits of his
enthusiasm for, and knowledge of, the Territorial Army.
During the years in which he has been our Honorary
Colonel, the welfare and good repute of the Territorial
Army, which have always been close to his heart, have
been centred very much in the affairs of his own Battalion.
He has visited us constantly at Tonbridge, and every call
that we have made upon him, and they have been many
during his tour of duty, has been unfailingly answered. Only
this year, he came the whole way to Scotland to visit us
in camp and, last year, to one of the furthest corners of
Wales. He was with us when our New Colours were pre
sented and the Old Colours laid up, at all our Jubilee parades
and on the occasion of the reopening of our new Head
quarters. But, most important of all, we have had the
benefit of his presence during the period when we have
been rebuilding the old volunteer Territorial Army he knew
so well.
In thanking Brigadier Brown for all that he has done
for us, during the past five years, and for the deep interest
that he has shown in us and the support that he has given
us, we can assure him that he will long be remembered
wjth affection, by all ranks of the Battalion, past and
present. We wish him, and Mrs. Brown, God Speed and
hope that they will continue to take an interest in the
affairs of what has been, for the last few years, their
Battalion.

The Editorial Chair
This article is back on its swivel. It is a particularly
well designed article—strictly functional, mind you.
It
stands on a sort of splayed tripod mounted on castors. It
has an elevating gear, rather like the screw thread on a car
jack, and a well designed swivelling and tilting device.
We regret that the elevating gear is not automatic so that
we could either rise impressively above the desk or sink
despondently behind the pending tray, according to the
mood induced by the visitor of the moment. The swivel
and tilt device, however, is admirable. Your editor can
sway backwards, with an impressive creaking sound, and
from an apparently dangerous angle look snootily down
his nose and then with cunningly concealed pressure from
one foot, return effortlessly to the vertical. He can swing
moodily from side to side, .creaking rhythmically and
even, if he feels the need to express shame or a lit of sulks,
turn his face to the wall. Indeed, if he should ever reach
a really high pitch of anger and exasperation, he could
probably put his feet up on the scat and whizz round
like a teetotum.
We can now apologise to 4 C ' Coy.'s correspondent of

last month for not filling in the acknowledgement of his
quotation (" not with a whimper but a bang"). We are
pretty sure that what he had in mind was the closing lines
of "The Hollow Men," by T. S. Eliot.
" This is the way the World ends,
This is the way the World ends,
Not with a bang but a whimper."
While not wishing to disparage attempts to give a
cultural flavour to contributions (we do recognise that the
whimper and the bang were probably intentionally trans
posed), we cannot help suggesting that our correspondent
would do well to read the rest of the " Hollow Men "
before quoting again.

Annual Cricket Match
4th 5th Queen's Own v. 257 Field Regiment R.A.,
Sunday, 10th August, 1958.
This annual fixture was founded in 1955. The records
show that the Gunners have yet to score a win, viz.:
1955 Queen's Own won by 8 wickets.
1956 and 1957 match drawn.
This year saw the Queen's Own win for the second
time by five wickets.
The match was played, believe it or not, in really hot
August weather. The wicket, although it had absorbed a
good deal of rain during the week, was quite firm but far
from lively. On the other hand the heavy atmosphere,
stirred by a light breeze, did give some help to the bowler
who fancied he could move the ball in the air.
The Gunners won the toss and batted first. Whether
or not the conditions for batting were as favourable as we
have suggested, the opening pair began as if they were
opening a 5day Test and in the first 10 overs raised no
more than 15 painful runs at the cost of one wicket. At
this point Sutton coming on in place of Clarke, took
another wicket in his first over and things brightened up
a little with Loakman and Dobson bringing the score into
the 40's before we retired for lunch. After lunch the com
bination of Sutton and Defrales proved too much for the
rest of the batting order, the latter producing a devastating
final over of three wickets for no runs.
The Queen's Own embarked on the not very exacting
task of raising 62 runs rather loo light heartedly and five
batsmen were back in the pavilion with only 26 runs on
the board. Hart and Defrates then came together to save
the innings in a brisk partnership of 38. The rest of the
side raised the score to 93.
Batting again the Gunners managed to score rather
more briskly against a more varied attack, if that is the
right word to describe such performances as: Brock, 2
overs, 1 maiden, 10 runs (including the only 6 of the
match) and Watson 3 overs, 32 runs. They declared at
108 for 8, leaving just over an hour for the Queen's Own
to make 77 runs. This proved an acceptable task and
when stumps were draw the total stood at 104 for 7
wickets, the best performance being an energetic 30 by
Morley Jacob.
SCORES
Gunners 61 (Defrales 6 for 10, Sutton 3 for 24), 108
for 8 declared (Loakman 22).
Queen's Own 93 (Hart 35) and 104 for 7 (Morley
Jacob 30).

More Changes
D Coy. now follow H.Q. Coy. in a change of P.S.I.'s,
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Rogers and Major Cleaver. Minutes of llth August were
read and confirmed. Treasurer's report was approved.
Correspondence: Invitation from R.A.F. Association,
Battle of Britain Service, Rochester Cathedral, 21st Sep
tember.
Amalgamation Questionnaire: Thanks were expressed
to the Branch Secretary for the work involved in tabulating
the results.
The President reminded members that the Annual
Branch Meeting is November 3rd and appealed for a record
attendance. He regretted to learn of complaints relating
to the Annual Reunion. Attention was drawn to the
Annual Gettogether at Maidstone on September 20th.
Monthly draw was won by E. J. Munchin. Meeting
closed at 8.34 p.m.
The October meeting opened with a fair attendance,
Major W. G. Paice presiding. Among those present
were the Branch President (Major R. W. Brothers), Hon.
Secretary (Major H. M. Smith), Hon. Treasurer (C. J.
Williams), S. Thompson, Alf Topp, E. J. Munchin and
standardbearer A. Mackay.
Silent tribute was paid on the passing of W. Gay and
H. W. Coombe.
Remembrance Day: Parade, Town Hall, 10.15 a.m. for
Service in Victoria Gardens.
A vote of thanks was accorded " Tommo " for his re
port on the Executive Committee Meeting on September
20th.
The President reported that he had no correspondence
from our members in Canada (Sutton and Pilkington) and
reminded members that November 3rd is the date for the
Branch Annual Meeting.
G. Anchors.
GRAVESEND

BRANCH

/"^RAVESEND Branch held their monthly meeting at the
Terminus, on Friday, 26lh September, the usual num
ber of members attended. The main discussion was the re
sult of the meeting held at Maidstone on the 20th Septem
ber about the future of The Queen's Own Past and Present
Association.
Our Chairman and Secretary could not attend this
meeting so Mr. Benwell attended. He explained all the
details to the branch who was in favour of the decisions
arrived at.
About twentyeight members and wives attended the
Gettogether at Maidstone on the 20th. Thanks for such
an enjoyable evening which was enjoyed by all with
special thanks to the Depot Staff and all others who made
this possible.
Sorry to report the passing of one of our staunch
members, Mr. Whentringhame, who died very sudden on
the 28th September. He served with the 2nd Battalion in
Singapore and in India when he left to go on reserve. Called
up in the first world war he was one of the Old Con
temptibles. We extend our deepest sympathy to his wife and
family. Five members of the branch were at the grave
side, Messrs. Haddon, Nichols, Williams, Benwell, and
MacCurliff.
Our next meeting will be held on Friday, 24th October,
at 8 p.m. There are many absent members we would like
to see at the meeting, so come on Gravesend, give us your
support.
Ben.
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GHENT

BRITISH LEGION
Liberation Ceremonies
/^N Sunday, September 7th, after a Church Service at St.
Joseph's, rue de Wondelgem, the fourteenth anni
versary of the Liberation of Ghent was commemorated
with a parade through the streets of the City, led by a
detachment of veterans of the Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment under the command of Colonel Nice. This
detachment was followed by members of the British Legion
(Ghen Branch), with standards, commanded on this
occasion by Major Francis G. Neville, M.C., T.D., of the
5th Battalion, Buffs, who is a soninlaw of Mr. A. Vinck
of the Branch Committee.
Wreaths were laid on various memorials throughout
the City by Colonel Nice, the Mayor of Bermondsey and
representatives of a number of organisations also in attend
ance, coordination being provided by the Ghent Resistance
Movement.
Footnote to this item :
The Queen's veterans, the Mayor of Bermondsey and
the rest of the party from England who took part in the
Liberation ceremonies were delayed by the exceptionally
heavy storm which ravaged Kent and Essex. Like many
other travellers, they spent Friday night in an empty rail
way carriage at Victoria and on the Saturday morning hired
a coach to Dover.

LONDON

O

BRANCH

UR last meeting held on the 26th September was very
well attended, there being a very high officer propor
tion, but, strange to relate, not so many ladies on this occa
sion.
We missed Harry and Mrs. Elson, and my fears were
realised when Timber Marchant, our Welfare Officer, in
formed me that Robert Wilks' absence last month, and
again this, is due to illness. The branch sends its best
wishes to you, Robert, and hopes you'll soon be back
among us. I have referred to Robert on many occasions
as the person belonging to more branches than any other
member (although I expect Timber beats him now)and
certainly the one member who has represented the P. & P.
Association, on more occasions than any other member.
He will be missed this year from the Trafalgar celebration
at which he has several times represented, not the P. & P.
but the Regiment.
*
We hope the illness isn't too serious and that he will
be at our next meeting, so hurry and get well, Robert.
Timber had proposals for Xmas parcels later, and this
brought to mind Dick Blackham, also still not well
enough to attend our meetings. Here, too, was another
of our staunch members, not a veteran, but stricken with
illness from which he has not yet fully recovered. We
hope that before the year turns, Dick will manage to< come
along.
Harry Edwards, one of our veterans, and one of our
most reliable and indeed "on parade, on parade " members,
was absent due to his wife having met with a serious
accident. Later, Gerry Sweetman, one time inseparable
from Harry at our meetings informed us that Mrs. Edwards
had passed away. We heard this with great sorrow, and
offer our most sincere condolences to Mr, Edwards in his
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grief. At his age, remember, he was in the South African
wars, to lose one's companion of a lifetime is a much
greater blow than to younger people, as the older we get
the more do we tend to rely so much on others, and we
can only hope that in the fullness of time Harry will get
over this blow, to try and resume his normal life and
routine.
Timber Marchant had returned from his tour of the
Eastern Counties, and was in fine fettle. He had visited
all sorts of people en route, and looked much fitter for
the trip. He had found time, since his return, to visit
several members and gave his usual little speech. There's
no doubt that Timber deserves every vote of thanks he
gets.
It was nice to see the 1st Battalion notes in again, but
the Q.O.G. delivery was rather late again this month,
so we weren't able to debate the items which cropped up
in respect of my last batch of news. We usually manage
to have a wrangle over some item or another.
We had our sub committee meeting to go into the
matter of the accounts, at which it was hoped to clarify
the position about the monies wished to be placed to the
credit of the Entertainment and Benevolent Funds. As
we are only £140 strong in lolly, which includes ten quid's
worth of "Ernie" bonds, really, it was difficult to realise
why we went to so much trouble, but it was hoped to
clear the minds of many who were really interested in
the Benevolent side, rather than the entertainments.
Most of those who have taken part in any entertain
ments which have, in fact, been very few in the past,
have 1 in the main paid for it themselves, and this will also
be the case in the future.
Our members go to Maidstone to the Reunion, also
to Gettogethers, some twice this year to cricket matches.
Nobody has suggested that part of their expenses be met
from any fund, except on very special occasions, neither
would those who went, expect it. This is an expense,
however, and those who quibble about using monies
which, as they believe, is benevolent fund cash, should
spare a thought for those who have to spend their cash
on the items mentioned above.
The meeting, therefore, met, and it was decided to
place £20 in each of the Entertainments and Welfare
accounts, the Welfare account to be augmented from time
to time should it go broke through drainage. It was agreed
that at each A.G.M. these accounts would be made up
to £20 credit to commence the year's activities. This was
later agreed by all members, who are, 1 feel, heartily fed
up with both accounts!!! I have a feeling, however, that we
ought to do something to entertain our lads and I don't
mean a bottle of beer at the Xmas party.
The committee meeting broke up and we began our
meeting proper, which started a little late but, as stated
above, was extremely well attended, and once more found
us with two new members, one, oddly enough, with the
same name as our last new member.
Our President was absent, due, I feel, to his attendance
being necessary the next evening at the Reunion Dinner
festivities of the 1st Went Kent Cyclists whose hardworking
secretary and organiser is none other than our friend,
" Bogie" Childs. However, the latter was present, so per
haps I'd better recall my note in case the General had
another reason.
We had on parade Colonel A. K. Grant, Colonels Hay

craft, Durtnell and Chaplin, Majors A. S. Bredon and
Snelgrove, and Lt.Col. Ronnie Mines, who now has only
a short trip from the County Hall, Westminster, to be with
us. Ever given a thought to Ronnie Mines? He's one who
has gone on from strength to strength. From a boy in the
H.Q. offices to Lieut.Col. (Q.M.) he has just entered into
Civvy Street after 39 years' service and we can all bet
our bottom dollar he will be just as regular a member
of the Civvy Street! Brigade of the P.P., as he was a
Regular Soldier and officer.
We all wish he and Mrs. Mines as happy a time in
this walk of life as they've had in the Army.
Colonel A. K. Grant, " Peggy " to most of the O.R.s
who served under him in the 1st Bn. in Poona, but "Boy"
Grant to those veterans, Harry Edwards, Freddy Cox and
Harry Freeman, who knew him as a Signals officer of the
very far back days. Blimey, I nearly forgot you, " Bogie,"
sorry! He is still very much the same as they, the veterans,
and we, the 'tween war boys, knew him in our days. He
is still not afraid to whisper in your ear: " I say, just put
me wise on to old so and so. I do know him, but give
me a detail," and it is this sort of thing that commands
our respect. I have written this before, I feel, but of all
the C.O.s the 1st Bn. had between the wars, Col. A. K.
Grant commanded most respect from the ranks.
I am pleased to say I served for his complete tour,
landing in the Sergeants' Mess eventually. The sergeants,
he was the first C.O. to tell them, were the backbone of
the Battalion, and to his officers, without the sergeants,
your life would be Hell. He could pick out persons on
parade by name with ease, he knew every N.C.O. indi
vidually. he promoted on ability, defying rules and regula
tions, and was a V.I.P. in every sense of the initials to
everyone who served under him. Long may he remain one
of our members, and he cannot attend too many meetings
for our liking. With him were Majors A. S. Bredon and
Snelgrove all looking in extremely good health, and it was
most pleasing also to have Col. John Haycroft with us
again.
Now for our ladies on this evening; not many, but
it shows they don't dislike our debates! First, Mrs. " Gun
boat " Parry, who tells me "Gunboat," a really fine hockey
player and good boxer of the 1st Bn., has been in pretty
poor health lately, but now picking up.
Mrs. "Spud"
Evans, one of our newest members, and Mrs. J. Elliott,
Mrs. "Bunny" Hare, too, with "Bunny", now getting
along a little better in health and feeling stronger, our
younger Mrs. Wallace, and finally an almost ever present
Mrs. Freedy Cox. Both Mrs. Parry and Mrs. Evons spent
a good evening for us going round with the raffle tickets,
for the "coffee table" which, won by " Bandy" Waller
last month and realising £4 lis., was put up by the latter
for reralfle. There was an enormous sale of tickets again
and next month I'll give the total amount realised on this
article put up originally by Timber Marchant.
Winner on this occasion, none other than Mike Leary
who, having broken the ice last month, and with Fulham
having such a grand run at the moment, looks like being
an ever present again. He certainly enjoys his stay among
the Fulham supporters we have in our Branch!
I have already mentioned most of our veterans, but
in addition Alf Toms was there, helping in the raffle; no
mean job. And our old friend Tom Vidler, the Chelsea
Pensioner, who brought along the good wishes of our friend
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Apart from some trouble with buttons for denims, Sgt.
Everett has successfully handed over his duties. We note
that the event has not passed unnoticed in the local press
and the photo which appeared with the report has the
authentic air of local celebrity.
Sgt. Kelly, fresh from his triumphs in the Machine
Gun Cup and a spell of ieave, is now installed at Pcnge.
He is not going to be allowed to settle down too easily.
By the time this appears in print he will have had a two
day course at Shorncliffe on " Recruiting Salesmanship"
with Sgt. Johnson, and not long after is off for a fortnight
to the M.D.C. Training Centre at Epsom, in the same
company, for a course on Light Rescue and First Aid.

Visitors
We have had quite a few during August.
Major P. J. C. Trousdell called to introduce his relief,
Major F. Shaw, as part of the process of handing over
his duties at A Branch, H.Q. 44 Div. Members of B Coy.,
1st Bn., may remember that Major Shaw's Coy. took over
from them at Sabai when the Bn. left Pahang.
W.O. II F. B. Willmore, Chief Clerk ' AQ ' at 44 Div.
called. Whether he left disappointed that we couldn't
find more knotty problems for him we don't know. One
result of his visit we are quite sure was the arrival a few
days later of a large and important looking package—one
of the sort you immediately get someone else to sign for
as soon as you see it.
Major V. G. T. Liies, our B.M., and Major R. White,
cf 44 Div. Signals Regt., also called to make arrangements
for a promotion exam, that Bde. H.Q. is running. We
hasten to remark that the arrangements were administra
tive and technical and in any case this will appear too
late to act as an advertisement for secrets for Sale to
candidates.

Regimental History
You can bet your bottom dollar that if you light
heartedly throw off a reference to some historical event,
some keen student will take you to task over it. Lt.Col.
Donovan Jackson writes:
" You say that the 4th and 5th Battalions of the
Regiment were formed from the 1st and 2nd Volunteer
Battalions. For the sake of historical accuracy may I invite
your courtesy and allow me to correct this.
" Our T.A. Battalions were formed out of the first
Volunteer Battalion. The 2nd and 3rd were amalgamated
under the Haldane Plan to become the 20th (County of
London) Battalion, The London Regiment (Blackheath and
Woolwich) Territorial Force."
We were relying on the historical note, supplied by
Lt.Col. H. D. Chaplin, the Regimental Historian, to the
official programme for the presentation of Colours to this
Battalion in 1956.
"On 1st April, 1908, the Volunteers were formed into
a Territorial Force. In the Regiment the 1st, part of the
2nd and the 4th Volunteer Battalions were replaced by
the 4th and 5th Battalions (T.F.)."
Col. Jackson, however, supports his assertion by quot
ing OrderinCouncil No. 255 of 1908 which implements
the arrangements as set out by him. The 4th Volunteers
are not mentioned, since, he believes, they had been dis
banded earlier. So there you are. Has the Regimental
Historian got an answer?
Undaunted, we throw off another snippet of Regi

mental History for the historians to get their teeth into.
This time we feel quite safe, with an original document
to support us.
Extract from Battalion Orders by Lt.Col. F. A.
Frazer Commanding 5th Batt. The Queen's Own (Royal
West Kent Regt.).

53 Annual Canip
"It is notified for information that Annual Training
for the year 1914 will take place at Aldershot and Salis
bury Plain, from 26/7/14 to 9/8/14."
We wonder what those volunteers would have said,
as they assembled their private camp equipment and bag
gage (reduced to a minimum: Mounted Officers lOOlbs.,
inclusive cf horse furniture, Dismounted Officers 701bs.,
and N.C.O.'s and men 201bs.), if you had told them their
Annual Camp was due to last more than four years?

Fortify your Feet with Soapy Socks
In passing we cannot help wondering how many cf
these Volunteers followed their Medical Officer's advice
(in a notice attached to the same order) to soap the inside
of their seeks with " ordinary yellow soap." Modern
Soldiers never march anywhere, at anyrate by the stan
dards of 1914, so it would be interesting to know whether
this Old Soldier's prophylactic against sore feet is still held
in the same esteem. The writer remembers being advised
to do it as a recruit. After one application and a march
of about 5 miles, his feet were all right, but the socks
were never fit to wear again. Afterwards he survived many
much longer marches in varying degrees of foot weariness
without the benefit of ordinary yellow soap. Can any
reader of this journal expound from experience the virtues
of yellow soap for marching feet? Or is it yet another
of those Old Soldiers' tales like the King's Corporal and
the Angels of Mons?

"A"

COMPANY

We extend a cordial welcome to the latest recruits :
Ptes. Small, Gibbons, Mansfield, Beale, Hills, Cross, Wake
field, Shilling, Williams (the exDrum Major of the 5th Bn.)
and our old friend May.
Capt. Stephens, our exQ.M. visited us the other day
and we gather he has acquired a racehorse which we hope
to see win the Derby in the next few years. We shall have
to recommend a plentiful supply of oats to secure victory.
The Jubilee Dance in the Drill Hall was a resounding
success and we were pleased to welcome the Ladies to our
centre of activities. The success was in no small part due
to the efficient bar service provided by Cpl. Crayford. His
shoes now have a polish rivalling the shiniest antique oak
tables in Maidstone hosteleries due to constant washing
with beer.
The Battalion cricket team fielded Capt. Watson, Lt.
Sutton and C/Sgt. Smith from "A" Coy. The Colour
Sergeant had not enough time at the wicket to break a
duck, but at any rate was not out. Mr. Sutton bowled two
overs and this exertion unfortunately produced a strained
back which will doubtless hinder his hobby of digging, the
garden for the next few weeks.
Our P.S.I., Sgt. Maume, from the land where the
praties grow, has become concerned over the recent bad
weather affecting the hops before they are harvested for
next year's beer supply. Part of his leave is being sacrificed
to this good cause by helping in the hop fields. He will not,
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luckily, return to us a nervous wreck from tearing hop
after hop by the thousand from the bines, as he merely
watches a machine do the picking.
A pleasant break in the bad weather occurred during
the annual rifle classification at Shoreham, where Pte. South
wick excelled as the top scorer in the Company.
Wc thank Mr. G. Randall for his help on the clerical
side during Sgt. Maume's absence and congratulate him on
receiving the award of the Territorial Efficiency Medal
recently.
A stop press announcement from the Depot states that
C.S.M. Hughes has ably assisted the Depot Sergeants' Mess
team in their annual cricket match with the Buffs and after
four years the " ashes " stay in Maidstone.
Over the past few weeks the strains of flutes and
bugles and the banging of drums have resounded through
out Maidstone from the Drill Hall. Drum Major (Slim)
Boulton has been steadily training the Band Boys and we
are happy to report that the sounds approximate more and
more clearly to " Hundred Pipers."

" B " COMPANY
Although we have been somewhat hampered by the
holiday period, the accent this month was laid on Civil
Defence Training of a fairly general nature, which we hope
to intensify next month. Blessed with fine weather on the
31st, we had an extremely good attendance at Shoreham
for weapon classification, and although several present
seemed to be glad that it was " only a practise," we shall
be interested to see the scores when published.
Sgt. Randall, by kindness of Mr. Cooper of the British
Legion, attended a Fete held on Bank Holiday Monday in
a recruiting capacity. He reports that his words did not
fall on deaf ears and that he received several enquiries from
possible future members of the company.
Wc welcome to the Company Cfn. Pearce and Ptes.
Jackson and Ramn. We are glad they have come to join
us and can assure them they have made the right decision.
Our Company Darts competition continues and Lt.
Smith has managed to lose some games since we last
reported, with the result that some other competitiors are
looking much more cheerful. Not that anyone minds
losing, but they would like to win sometimes.
Towards the end of the month, Sgt. Randall departed
in a N.E. direction for a spell of wellearned leave. We all
hope he has a splendid time, and from what he has told
us of his previous visits to the North we are sure he will.
We only look forward to seeing his cheerful self next
month again, we expect bursting with good health, chest
expanders at the ready.

" C " COMPANY
This month has been a very quiet one. We have been
little troubled by B.H.Q. and even less by our own person
nel, most of them being on holiday.
The O.C. and P.S.I, have both been away for two
weeks; the former on business and the latter on holiday.
P.S.l. Baker seems to like Salisbury Plain so much that he
takes his family there for their holidays, and he wasn't even
on "Dover Castle." In their absence, Capt. Duggan, Mr.
Randall, Sgt. Bateman and, of course, Mr. Rogers, ran the
Company very well.

We enlisted Pte. Chipperfield and Boy Sharp since
camp and we are looking for more recruits now that holi
days are finishing. The G.P.O. has already asked for the
use of the Drill Hall over Christmas, and we expect that
the Sevenoaks Players will ask for its use during Novem
ber. We are wondering whether we should set up as Agents
for K.T.A. and perhaps win some Agent's letting fees.
Most of the Company enjoyed a good day at Shoreham
Range on Sunday, 31st August, the Company arriving first
of all in the misty early morning to set up the butts.
Shooting was not brilliant, but considering the recent lack
of practise, not too bad. Pte. Amos, who has now passed
his Accountancy Finals, pranged his car the night before
and unfortunately could not attend. We understand that
he is in one piece—but his car is not.
We have seen Capt. Duggan more frequently recently
and hope that he will be able to continue his visits weekly.
He still smokes as much as ever and demands his " Smith's
Crisps " and chocolate, please, when he first arrives from
town.
We congratulate Sgt. and Mrs. Bateman on the birth
of a son. Rumour has it that he will soon be starting his
Test of Training.
Sgt. Rump has returned from yet another A.C.F. Camp,
looking very fit and not at all ashamed of the many " sea
side " postcards he has sent from the Isle of Wight to Coy.
H.Q.

" D " COMPANY
Herewith the usual contribution. The great event of
the month, of course, was the change over in P.S.I.'s, and
on Thursday, 4th September, a well attended social gathering
saw Sgt. Everett presented with a suitable pot designed for
the consumption of beer, but speedily used for whisky—as
being more suitable for a christening. Speech making was
confined to bare essentials, happily for those who had to
make them, and the blow of losing Sgt. Everett, with his
long association with this company, has been softened to
some extent by the incursion of Sgt. Kelly, who seems to
have everthing well under control already.
We sent a strong contingent on the range for the prac
tise shoot, and having cast an eye over the scores, it is
perhaps as well that it was only a practise.
Our evening training has now been drastically reviewed
and we are running two courses at the present moment;
one for the recruits, who are at present being instructed by
Mr. Pedgrift in the intricacies of map reading, and the
organisation of the infantry battalion, etc.; the other is a
signallers' course, under our most competent instructor,
Cpl. Lowes—with the object of providing a sufficient num
ber of trained signallers to man our full establishment of
sets in the hope that it won't be long before we get them.
Two of our recruits are voluntarily taking two weeks
at the Depot, having joined too late to come to camp with
us, and having in mind the recruits cadre which the re
mained underwent at camp, the end of the year should
see all our year's intake with a good grasp of the basic
essentials.
We were delighted to welcome Major Meyrick the
other evening, who accepted an invitation to call with a
refreshing alacrity.
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We can at last report that we are getting the recruits
as we have had four this month and two or three more are
thinking about it.

J. B. JOHNSTONE

We would firstly like to welcome Boys Hicken and
Coppard who are joining us from the Army Cadets and
secondly, Cpl. Lowe's son who is also joining us for Boy
Service. The C.S.M. has already taken them under his
wing and on Tuesday nights one can well imagine that our
Drill Hall is on Caterham Drill Square. Our fourth recruit
is Pte. Findlay, an ex M.M.G. Sgt. Instructor in the Middle
sex Regiment. We had an interesting lecture on Security
by Major J. Wilson, of the Intelligence Corps, until recently
Queen's Own. He explained many of the problems facing
the security departments and the Army to stop the enemy
getting secret information, and pointed out the part that
even we in the T.A. can play in the constant battle of
security.

/BMUtarE anb flDuttt
anb 3Breecbes flDaher

35 SACKVILLE ST., LONDON

Specially Appointed
Queen's

On the 26th August we had a most enjoyable social
evening with Caffyns Garage Staff, during which we beat
them in a .22 shoot and they beat us at darts and snooker.
They also kindly awarded prizes to the best shots in each
team, ours going to Pte. Cyster.

"H.Q." COMPANY
In spite of the new restrictions on our weekend
activities of a military nature, we have assembled twice on
sunny Sundays to shoot at Shoreham, a range so designed
that when the sun does actually shine, it shines straight
through your sights and you cannot see a thing. Having
thus skillfully recorded our excuses for bad scores it is only
fair to state that there were other distractions. Of these
camp followers are the first of great note—ladies first as
ever, of course. These fair damsels sit on high above us,
each "like Patience on a Monument," not always smiling,
but at least adding colour to khaki—some of them came in
trousers, too !! Recruits—or is this what marriage allow
ance is for? Soon have them filling mags!
In speaking of the other distractions, we must be care
ful lest we queer the pitch of Channel 9. It was on a misty
morning (talk about " season of mist and mellow fruitful
ness, close bosom friend of the maturing sun—close bosom
friend be blowed—never met him !) the sun doing its little
best through the pea soup, but adding little salt to the
occasion, when a small, white apparition, making a filthy
clanging noise, heralded the arrival of Sgt. Borough, who
proceeded to try to increase his xcx cxxm sales on the
soldiery (and others) here assembled by hiding under such
fancy names as " FroJoy " and GloJoy."
Anway, any Litter Act snooper would have made a
fortune.
Before closing, there remains to be sent good wishes
to Mr. and Mrs. Corke and the new recruit.

Own

Kent

to The

Royal

West

Regiment

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of Her Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.

Pte. Cyster was also the best shot in the Company when
we carried out our annual classification at Shoreham. His
brother, Lt. Cyster, was second and Pte. Shapland, third.
Capt. C. A. Innes is our only future event as we write
these notes; he gets married on the 6th September, and we
would like to wish him every happiness in the future.

"Sailor

r

u
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i,JL BAKVEYS
Ji/ir. Hinr, 4 s<m; Lid.

Choice
Bristol Sherries
Harveys, wine merchants of Bristol

HARVEY'S BRISTOL MILK
22/6d.
HARVEY'S BRISTOL DRY
23/6d.
HARVEY'S BRISTOL CREAM

V: ' .

HARVEY*

iw»*#;t

BRISTOL Mil'

26/6d.

John Harvey & Sons, Ltd.
Bristol, England.
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Personalia

"REG/MENTAL
DEPOT

O

N Sunday, 7th September, we celebrated Sevastopol
Day. In the morning, led by the acting C.O., Capt.
Abplanalp, we pursued a rather erratic course through
Maidstone to All Saints' Church where we attended Matins.
Our padre, the Rev. Tony Good had laid on a particularly
powerful sermon for our benfit and glowered at us from
the pulpit throughout. Considerably chastened we scuttled
back to camp in time for a special lunch produced by Sgt.
Frost and the cooks. This was washed down with the
customary flask of ale which this year Cpl. Edwards
managed to produce on time. In the afternoon various
junkettings took place on the backfield. The officer
(singular) and sgts. won the basketball competition, the
shooting, and Mookdee platoon the soccer.
Brigadier Ashwoith took the Passing Out Parade of
Orthes and Peninsula Platoons on 12th September, and
we were lucky enough to have the band and drums of the
Corps of Royal Engineers on parade under their Director
cf Music.
The next piece of pageantry was the Annual Fire
Inspection on 12th September. On the alarm being raised
" Fire" was shouted spasmodically on a total of three
occasions. The picquet raced to the gymnasium with the
ceremonial red handcart which is normally a static feature
of the guardroom facade, and Sgt. Potts (almost literally)
flung his platoon round the imaginary fire. When "water
on " was given the hose slowly filled with water which took
approximately 60 seconds to reach the nozzle where it
trickled dismally at the feet of the fireman crouching some
ten feet from the seat of the blaze. Meanwhile the perma
nent staff continued their weekly PT on the backfield
obviously subscribing to the belief that where ignorance is
bliss 'tis folly to be wise. Indeed, who can blame them?
Major Weymouth wisely left it until the morrow before
returning from leave in Alderney. A tropical paradise if
his coloured slides are to be believed. No wonder Major
and Mrs. Sivers have settled there for their wellearned
retirement. We wish them both a very happy time there.
On the 20th the Annual P and P Get Together was
held in the gym under the presidency of R.S.M. Watts and
Mr. Maxlow. It was a very jovial affair and I can't believe
that anyone failed to enjoy themselves.
Lastly, the month closed with a bang, or several to be
precise. The annual Army Cadet Force band, drill and
shooting competitions were held on Sunday 28th. The air
(fortunately it was a dry day) was full of the noise of
beating drums, tinkling cymbals and tortured bugles. It
was well after spectators, captains and kings had left that
the last band, still playing, fought its way on to a double
decker bus and the Depot returned to its normal calm
amid a pile of lemonade bottles and cigarette packets.

We congratulate Pte. Tucker on his recent marriage
and L/Cpl. Lemay on his engagement and wish them well.
Congratulations too, to Pte. Wrigley. At last the
frenzied rushes for the 1649 train and the long hours spent
pipesmoking among the OP labels are explained. He is
now a proud father. Sgt. Gordon has not only survived
his drill course at the Guards Depot, but has obtained an
"above average" grading. Well done!

Hockey
Four matches to date:
v 25 Corps Engineers—won 3—1.
v Depot Queen's Royal Regt.—drawn 1—I.
v HQ Home Counties District—won 4—3.
v 14 Command Workshops—won 4—0.
Our team changes from week to week, but we would
be hard put to it without the energy and skill of Lt. Butler,
cur centrehalf.

Soccer
Four matches to date:
v 12 SME—lost 3—4.
v 10 Trades Trg. Regt.—lost 0—17.
v Springfield Mills—won 9—1.
v Tun bridge Wells Crusaders—won 2—1.
The team were disheartened by the match against the
several professionals of 10 Trades Trg. Regt., but morale
went up again after the win over Springfield Mills.
Basically we have a useful team for a minor unit, and
with more practice hope to give a good ccount of ourselves
against the many big units we play.

Training Coy.

v

Many of our readers will be astonished to learn that
at the end cf October, Training Company is to close down
for a period cf three weeks. The recruit intake which
should have been Maidstonebound somewhere in the
middle of October, has now been diverted to the Depot of
the Royal Sussex at Chichester, although the recruits will
actually be members of this Regiment. Cpl. Sharp has
been specially selected to go to Chichester to help train
these recruits and we wish him success in his new
appointment.
The C.S.M. plans to run a cadre for his remaining
N.C.O.'s who I daresay will learn some useful hints in
what promises to be three interesting weeks under the eagle
eye of the "Wilde Man." It will also be quite a headache
for the R.S.M., who will have to arrange duties every night
with only the Depot Permanent Stall to choose from.
We welcome to the Depot 2/Lt. Evers who has now
taken over the job of Platoon Commander from 2/Lt.
Coles who has been transferred to I R.W.K. at his own
request. Mr. Evers also finds himself officer i/c football,
and this in itself is quite a headache. Monday and Friday
evenings the team practices on the back field and one can
usually find Mr. Evers somewhere in the vicinity sadly
scratching his head and wondering what he has let himself
in for.
Orthes and Peninsula Platoons have now " Passed
Out" and have proceeded on leave : Punniar and Moodkee
Platoons are responding well to the fatherly treatment of
Sgt. ' Fred ' Potts. In fact the life at the Depot continues
much the same as usual. Sgt. Gordon, D.C.M., has recently
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returned from a dri!l Course and we congratulate him on
obtaining a " B " grading.
Sevastopol Day
Sevastopol Day as usual produced plenty of fun. Sgt.
Frost and his Messing Staff put on stepped up meals and
together with the customary beer, a good start was made
to the afternoon of sport.
The basketball was won by the combined team of the
Sergeants and Officers and with their team including such
players as R.S.M. Watts and S.l. Turner this was hardly
surprising. Nevertheless all players put up a good fight
and many have lost a few pounds in weight.
The Soccer was won by Moodkee Platoon after a hard
tussle with the Permanent Staff Privates. The latter were
heartened considerably when they beat the strongly
fancied Corporals team in the SemiFinal.
C.S.M. Wilde having practised secretly for weeks with
a specially selected rifle won the individual .22 Shooting
competition while the Corporals won the team event. In the
evening a cartoon film show caused plenty of laughs.
It had been a grand weekend and mention must be
made of the lavish entertainment provided by the Sergeants
for the Officers and Corporals on the Saturday evening.
In the course of the next few months, we shall try to
produce lighthearted character sketches on certain Trg.
Coy. " Personalities." The first of these appears below
and to Cpl. Smallwood we offer our humblest apologies.
Cpl. " Spinney " Smallwood
This highly efficient N.C.O. might well be described
as the "Country Boy who made good." It is well known
among the members of the Cpl's Mess that he spends many
a weekend in late summer down on the farm helping to
gather in the harvest.
In point of fact Brian Smallwood lives in the tiny
village of Tunbridge Wells (which you may find on the
map if the scale is sufficiently large). He was, he admits,
slightly disappointed at joining a regiment which has its
HQ in that thriving centre of Toffee manufacturers—viz.
Maidstone. Had he been able to choose a place he would
probably have picked a town in Cumberland—For some
unknown reason " Spinney" has always had a secret
yearning to live in this remote Northern corner of the
country.
Having spent ten highly successful weeks as a recruit
he was sent to Canterbury (where the Bulfs come from, I
believe) on a potential N.C.O.s Cadre Course. He was
accompanied by his old training associate George Wilders,
but more of him in another edition.
Cpl. (or Pte. Smallwood as he was then) returned with
an excellent grading and in next to no time found himself
a bunch of raw recruits to train. But the " old soldeir *'
with some five months service to his name took all in his
stride.
In fact the recruits not only learnt about immediate
actions, etc., on the LMG, but also about the breeding
habits of the British Speckled Thrush. 1 should explain
that "Spinney" is something of an ornithologist and when
he can't visit that farm of his, he patrols the local woods
in search of " birds."
Back on the farm Cpl. Smallwood has just bought a
cow—1 tffink they call her Daisy. He is fast becoming an
expert milker and is endeavouring to start a drinkmore
milk campaign at the Depot. But to be serious for a change,

"Spinney" is a rattling good N.C.O., liked by all and
sundry—mostly sundry. We wish him (and Daisy) all the
best.
P.S.—Beware all Depot Trg. N.C.O.s (and others). It
may be your turn next.
Request Paragraph
L/Cpl. Couchman's wife informs me that she buys
the Q.O.G. eoch month and has never seen her husband's
name in print. 1 have informed her that we never see her
husband! (Except on Pay Parade).
Stop Press
1. Congratulations to L/Cpl. Davits and Ptes. Kilsby
and Green for defeating Banning Youth Club at Table
Tennis. For L/Cpl. Davies, who was in the cricket XI,
it must make a pleasant change to be on the winning side.
2. Congratulations to Cpls. Mortimor and Bishop
who have recently got married. They were last seen head
ing in the direction of the QM stores where they will
doubtless draw their ball and chain.
3. Congratulations to Cpl. Edwards who has chalked
up yet another 72 hour pass to his credit.
Depot Cricket, 1958
The season from the point of view of results has been
undeniably disappointing. The only successes gained were
against The Past and Present Association and the Kent
Messenger and neither of these two teams lay regularly

Wines,
&- Cigars
SAC CONE 8,
32 SACKV1LLE ST.

EST

SPEED. LTD
LONDON. W.I.

TRADING THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
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and so it is expected that we should beat them. All other
fixtures were lost and some were certainly crushing defeats.
Fortunately however, results are not the only criterion
for judging whether a season has been successful or not
and it is the belief of the writer and most of the Depot
Team that the Season's cricket was a success. A success
because it was thoroughly enjoyable, because the cricket
was of a reasonable standard and because it was good
exercise—especially when we were fielding!
In the Depot team there were several professed bats
men, but regrettably these seldom found their form in the
same match and often none came oil at all! The best bats
man was undoubtedly Pte. Tucker who revealed the
occasional brilliant strokes and was the only reliable bats
man in the side. L/Cpl. Steel also showed that he can
make excellent strokes but needs to concentrate more if
he is going to make big scores. The third batsman who
showed skill was L/Cpl. Franklin. His chief fault was
that he did not have an effective stroke to use against good
length and accurate bowling. The loose ball he hits very
well indeed. Of the other batsmen the less one says the
better! Suffice it to say that ORQMS Maltman sometimes
hits the ball hard and Pte. Wickenden with majestic strokes
and tantalising ease often scored near sixes over the bowlers
head and all whilst batting at number 11.
BATTING AVERAGES
Total
Innings

Pte. Tucker
ORQMS Maltman
L/Cpl. Franklin
L/Cpl. Steel
Pte. Wickenden
L/Cpl. Davies

13
8
11
5
6
10

Times
Not Out

Highest
Score

0
1
1
1
2
0
* Not Out

46
20
15
17*
10
20

Total

Average

Runs

138
69
82
31
25
61

10.6
9.5
8.2
7.7
6.2
6.1

BOWLING AVERAGES
Overs

M'clens

Runs

W'kets

Ave.

ORQMS Maltman
62
10
159
18
8.8
Mr. Summersby
35
9
12.7
6
115
Cpl. Miles
45
4
195
13
16.2
L/Cpl. Davies
41
149
9
16.9
3
Of the bowlers ORQMS Maltman was easily the most
consistent, bowling extremely accurately and appearing to
move the ball in the air. Cpl. Miles was a very useful
slow bowler and L/Cpl. Davies bowled well and on a
very good length. Among the faster bowlers L/Cpl.
Anderson always bowled well although towards the end of
the season he appeared to be bowling more slowly. Mr.
Summersby bowled slow spinners and slightly faster overs
to good effect. Finally a word should be said of L/Cpl.
Humphreys. Although only with us a short time he bowled
extremely quickly and was of great value. It was a shame
he was not available all the summer.
Looking ahead to next season the prospects are bright.
Firstly ORQMS Maltman, L/Cpl. Franklin, and Pte.
Tucker will still be here as will many other stalwarts who
will form a valuable nucleus to next years team. Secondly
the DACL face a crippling blow with the probable resigna
tion of the chairman. Thirdly and finally, we do not believe
that the weather can be as bad next year as it has been this
summer.
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THE usual autumn preDinner Committee Meeting was
held on Wednesday, 10th September, at the usual
haunt, the Crown and Sugar Loaf. Garlick Hill, but it did
not get under way as promptly as usual, because the Secre
tary, the Treasurer and " Johnnie " Bull got " stuck in the
Tube " for nearly threequartersofanhour.
Arthur Buddell wielded the (mythical) gavel with his
usual bonhomie, Sid Lewis read the previous minutes as is
his custom. Len Dawson gave his everlucid Secretary's
report, the Hon. Treasurer presented the financial state
ment, and the apologies for absence were tendered:
"Jimmy," Cherub Hall and Don Morley were not fit
enough; Donald Dean, Bcrgl and Grant were previously
engaged; Meacock, now retired and a bit off the map at
Thorpe Bay; and Reg Maltby. The latter's wife is in the
Royal Masonic Hospital and it is expected to be a long
stay. Suitable messages are on the way to both Reg and
Esther.
The Reunion at Maidstone was reported upon. The
comments of those attending are not fit for publication so
the matter must be left at that. No doubt Len Dawson
will give a milder version of them at the next meeting of
the Regimental Council.
The main arrangements for the Dinner were made with
final details left to the Chairman and Secretary. Notices
should be in members' hands by now and. as it is the chief
function on the Association's calendar, the Committee are
confidently looking for a really good attendance.
Maltby, in view of his wife's prolonged illness, cannot
now find the time to deal with Benevolent Fund matters
and felt sure that Bill Toomer would take it on officially;
in any case he docs a great deal of the work already and
is eminently suited to it. The Committee endorsed this
fully and Bill agreed to take over. He then gave his report
of the three cases in hand at the moment.
By far the greatest part of the meeting was taken up
with the report, and the discussion thereon, of the Sub
Committee appointed to go into the matter of George
Branson's suggestion at the A.G.M. of a stained glass
memorial window to all ranks of the Battalion in St. Law
rence Church. Catford, for. as he pointed out. in due course
all the members of the Association will have died out. and
there is at present no permanent memorial to the fellows
who served in the old Eleventh.
Padre Hudson, the Vicar, had been contacted and he
and his officers had received the idea with enthusiasm;
contractors had been given an idea of what was in mind
and had given a rough figure of the cost. This was quite
high, so it was decided to circularise all members when the
Dinner notices go out, to see if they agree with the scheme
and, if so, how much each is prepared to donate. George
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Here's one pack it's a pleasure to carry—
Kreemys, the new Sharp's toffees in the
handy pack. Buy a packet of scarlet
and gold wrapped Kreemys today
—they're delicious!
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Branson offered to start it off with a handsome sum. Once
the replies are in the Committee will know how they stand
and if they can go ahead with the scheme, or, possibly, an
amended and less costly one. Full details as at present
known will be in the Circular and the Committee hope for
early replies and a ready response.
Other matters arising or reported upon were: 41 Div.
Memorial at Flers in good order; cross to be placed at Field
of Remembrance. Westminster; all members urged to take
Q.O.G., especially as articles by Capt. Russell are currently
appearing; Chairman suggested rereading of the History—
he had just done so and felt prouder and better for it;
Garden of Remembrance. Catford, awash on Thursday, all
in order again by the Sunday for the annual Service; Padre
Hudson to be asked to reserve a block of seats in the
Church for members, wives and friends on Remembrance
Sunday; arrangements made for the laying of the various
wreaths that day; Secretary instructed how to vote and act
at forthcoming Regimental Council Meeting when the
amalgamated Regiment's name, badges, etc.. come up for
discussion—he was told to say that whatever future
arrangements were made, this Association will retain its
identity, although it will, of course, associate itself appro
priately with the new Regiment and its functions.
Apart from the names already mentioned above, those
attending, and speaking, were Kemp, Reed, Riggall, and
C. B. Smith. The meeting concluded with a descent of the
many and steep stairs to the place of refreshment, etc., at
a considerably greater pace than the ascent thereof.

OCTOBER, 1916—LE SARS
This is an appropriate time to hark back to The
Somme. But I do not propose to go into the events of
that period of ten days from the Third to the Thirteenth—
I dealt with them fully in the relevant Chapter of the
History. Rather, let us be reminiscent from a more per
sonal angle.
In front of me I have the Trench Map I used at the
time—Sheet 57c. S.W., various pencil lines marked here,
various crosses and dots there. Many still mean some
thing, but quite a few do not. This helps to recall faces
and places.
Although I was not actually with the Eleventh, having
been lent after Flers to the 18th K.R.R.C. to take charge of
Signals, I got to know, as such, the lie of that particular
land pretty well. Well enough, in fact, to show Arthur
Buddell, our present Chairman, when we visited the area
in the 1930's, the spot where he was wounded. How many
times Abbey Road had to be faced, I cannot tell. It could
not be avoided. Dear old Bainton the T.O., got to know
it well as did the C.Q.M.S.'s, but, after the first two or three
nights, he gave it best and took the rations and water up on
packponies overland. He got the M.C., if you remember,
for his work during that spell.
" Babe " Henderson, as at Flers, showed up well, as
did " Baby " Marshall. And a score or more of Lewis
Gunners, Runners and Signallers. The odds were all
against the Battalion (and the others engaged) that day.
Waiting for three days under heavy shellfire amidst putri
fying bodies, for the weather to clear; seeing none of our
own 'planes observing and not a lot of artillery prepara
tion; doing the show in broad daylight; the Boche able to
see what was afoot and be all ready for it. No, it was not
a propitious start.
From where I was at relay post we had established in

the sunken part of the track from Abbey Road to Factory
Corner, we could see the advance peter out, as well it might
with enfilade M.G. fire from both right and left and from
the new and littledamaged enemy trench directly ahead.
At least, our boys got as far as anyone, with only Wheeler
of the Company Officers left and about 20 senior N.C.O.'s
killed or wounded.
By the time I was called upon to take charge of the
remnants of the K.R.R.'s in the extension westwards of
Gird Trench which formed the front line to the right of the
Eleventh, they had been sorted out from the 15th Hants,
and a support line established under the K.R.R.'s L.G.O.
(another Henderson). It was here that we found the bodies
of Knott and Yorke, who also had been lent to that unit.
Most of us can, I guess, still visualise the junction of
the communication trench, Goose Alley, with the front
line. It was always choked with bodies and we never did
get it clear, for 5.9's fell on it on the average about every
two minutes. The only way was to go round over the top
—and be smart about it as the Boche M.G.'s in Gird
Trench, where it turned North, had the range to a yard.
Looking back now it seems a bit gruesome, but when we
ran our signal wires along the trench, we would anchor
them round a hand or a foot, or a bayonet or rifle butt
protruding from parapet or parados. Not that they held
for long; either the shelling or the traffic soon dislodged
them.
Eventually there came the relief. Who relieved us I
cannot remember. I only know that my little lot and I
could not get down Goose Alley fast enough, with others
struggling up and hardly room to pass. We were, I
recollect, 87 all told, the senior N.C.O. a Corporal. Hender
son with his supportline fellows were fewer still. After
we had been on the way for about halfanhour we met
four young K.R.R. officers pushing their way up from
Transport Lines to reinforce us. Being pretty fedup, I
remarked to the senior one, after allocating to them 22 men
apiece, that it was b.... well time, too. His name, I
found, was 2/Lt. Anthony Eden.
When we got back to where we were to meet our
guides at Longueval, just West of Delville Wood, they were
(strange to say!) not there. So we got the chaps to kip
down in the shellholes all around—lullabied by the guns
letting rip wheel to wheel about 150 yards away. My bat
man found us a nice comfy shellhole and when we woke
up it was the next afternoon!.. . .and no troops, for we had
been overlooked when the guides did turn up. However,
we got back to the muddy bivvies near Mametz Wood in
time to go out with the Brigade. The Eleventh? They
went back to Dermancourt again and thence to Ribemont
for four days in not too bad billets. During that time, they
were joined by Capt. J. C. Beadle and 250 other ranks of
the East Kent Mounted Rifles, an amalgamation such as
is now about to happen with the two Kent Regiments. May
the present one turn out to be as happy and result in a
wellknit unit as did ours nearly 40 years ago.
R.O.R.
CHATHAM BRANCH
AT the monthly meeting held on 1st September, the chair
was taken by E. J. Munchin in the absence of the
Chairman.
Apologies for absence were received from E. Empett
and J. Kemp. Silent tribute was paid to the late Capt.
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Douglas Burrows. 1 hope Tom remembers the instruction
from Col. Charles Chaplin—to tell Douglas " he's to get
on parade as soon as he can."
Ted Ballard was in the chair ; our ViceChairman
Trefor Thomas was with us again, recovered from his
recent illness, but pestered with a bad arm; also Tom
Briddock, our popular Secretary, and Percy Hallett, the
Treasurer, with his money bags, a full house.
It was nice to see Darkie Maslin again, Mr. Latter
also, Dick Forrester, John Newton, Charles Lewis not
there, but one to whom I 've always referred as his pal, Alf
Whelan, was. All our usual lads were on parade, and the
attendance was extremely heartening, especially in view of
what I heard re the Gettogether, which I hope was not
as bad as made out to be.
The President opened with a welcome to all, with a
special welcome to one who had come along to the meeting,
who has been away some time now, in Singapore. I refer
to Brig. A. R. (Roddy) Fyler, who is in U.K. for a con
ference. Nobody could be more welcome. Last time he
came he was a newly appointed Brigadier and went off with
the headgear of Lofty Wallace, his exC.S.M.
On this
occasion, no headgear. Nobody was more pleased to see
this member than myself. I have served in his company
and we had been members of the 1st Bn. Cricket XI for
three or four years, and together with one or two C.S.M.s
of our day we realised the potentialities of several of our
ycung officers and this was certainly cne, and did our best
to see that, in our opinion, they were brought up right!
We hope he will attend often; we are sure he will, in
fact, once he gets posted home, although he has still a
couple of years to go. A welcome, too, to our new mem
bers. One, exCpl. Milton—nicknamed " Wonk " to his
pals—a Bromley member who had been brought along by
my Bromley pals, who served a long time with Shiny " C "
1st Bn., before packing his bags. Then another—ex
Signaller Elliott, who also was with the 1st Bn. in India
for several years, went on to the Reserve, and when re
called for war service went into the R.A.F., where he had
a fairly arduous time.
Both members were given an ovation, but I feel, our
worthy Chairman, Ted Ballard, is still too shy and retiring
to make the welcome speeches so enjoyed by Len Renfry.
Still, nice to know we are picking up new members, isn't it?
We proceeded with our usual agenda, the minutes were
passed as read, the debate on the Entertainment was duly
passed, although our Hon. Joint President, Major " Boss"
Bredon, was a bit worried as " from where the cash was
coming," when we voted several parcels for Xmas on Wel
fare account. He was well entitled to be so. it appeared,
as at the time there was only 7s. 6d. t6 the accounts credit!!
The £20 voted into it later Covered it, so that was good
enough!
We were again requested to produce the Trafalgar Day
personnel to represent the regiment, and on this occasion
we have Ted Ballard, our Chairman, and Tom Vidler, our
Chelsea Pensioner, as volunteers. We always do our stuff
here. I can well remember several years ago Len Renfry
asking for volunteers. They have always been forthcoming,
although I feel that perhaps other branches might be given
the offer of representation on this historic occasion. Hope
Tom Vidler doesn't break into a hornpipe 'at the parade!
The question again cropped up about the merge, and
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Seotty rose to talk a lot of tripe, which made most of us
chuckle, and there was quite a debate on where reunions
should be held, and as to when and where. The Barracks
in Maidstone, it is pretty well certain, are being taken over
by a civilian firm, so we might as well say that is out of
the question as regards venue. There are many places—
Tonbridge, perhaps Tunbridge Wells, Canterbury, Shorn
eliffe, Dover, Bromley, perhaps, but nobody, until it was
mentioned on Friday, the 26th, spoke of London.
When we hold these reunions we all flock to Maid
stone 'cos its our Depot. We often wonder how many
attending come from Kent. All the London Branch
obviously come from or near London, the Bromley and
Catford Branches from their districts.
Is it out of the
question that London could not be used? Food for thought.
In any case, the London Branch, which has a large mem
bership. would like it given a thought, although we would,
of course, prefer it to be in Kent, if there is a suitable
place.
The meeting closed on a pleasant note and as usual
we all wended our way to the bar to talk over anything but
the meeting—now the G.T.
Having made all arrangements with Mrs. Fay Ham
mond and Mrs. Wallace to appear at the Gettogether and
to stay with them, also telling lots of folk how nice this
indoor evening show was, I found myself on Wednesday,
the 17th September, being detailed by my firm to proceed
to Devon on a job, which only I could undertake for them.
I had no reeouree but to go, and despite all efforts to finish
the job in two days, found myself in Barnstaple at 5 p.m.
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on the 20th with not the faintest hope of making London
until at the earliest 10 p.m.
Having always slated our officers who do not attend
this show, and I do know there are many, many who do
not, and did not on this occasion, I have to take myself to
task!! I understand the function was not up to its usual
attendance and regret this. Perhaps it's the beginning of a
rot, but let's see if next year we can't get a London Branch
coach full of members even if the Entertainment Fund has
to pay for it. or for lodgings! Wc haven't, since Len Renlry
left, taken this lodgings for a night from Maidstone friends
seriously enough. I reckon we'd get more married folk go,
if vre could assure them of the night's stay.
It's the going back early that kills the G.T. for a lot
of people. Another chance for London and Maidstone to
get together, but in May or June, not later, to make the
arrangements. I have been asked once again to give thanks
to Major Guy Weymouth for all he and his band of workers
did for us and our branch and for the hospitality shown.
The Spider.
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HE business for the September meeting was soon dis
posed of and those present soon settled down to, what
has been talked of for some time, " Ladies' Night." 1 his,
the first of what we hope will be many, was a great success.
Although the numbers were small, those present en
joyed the evening so much that they were soon clamouring
for more. This is all to the good, but really you know,
" We must work some time."
But not to worry. There will be another such night,
when we hope more will come along and enjoy the fun.
Refreshments' were in the very capable hands of our
good friend, Mrs. May. This was another sound job.
Please come along again and give us another treat.
Our treasurer, Jack Brcadon, M.B.E., has been fortu
nate in getting exSgt. S. Wraight and his wife to come along
for the evening. Stewart really put up a first class job with
his " Sleight of Hand " entertainment to the immense en
joyment of all present. Such was the show that Jack
Breadon is now in some doubt if Stewart ever did pay back
those rations that he borrowed for the lads in North Africa.
Perhaps Sgt. Wraight will show us how he got on the right
side of the Quartermaster on this occasion. Its something
that we have all longed to know. Do come along again
Stewart, and, of bourse, Mrs. Wraight also.
We were pleased to welcome Mr. A. Gevaux, who has
now become a member of the Branch. Mr. Gevaux served
in both the 2nd and 4th Bns. and we look forward to the
company of him and his wife on other evenings.
We are pleased to report that those of our members
and friends who attended the "All Branches Meeting " at
Maidstone are quite sure that it was the best ever show.
Well done, the Depot.
T.L.S.
Scandal is gossip made tedious by morality.—Oscar
Wilde.
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London
Maidstone
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6th Battalion
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11th Battalion
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CHAIRMAN

SECRETARY

DETAIL

OF

MEETINGS

Mr. A. V. Smith

Mr. G. H. Cockcll,
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
3 Priestfield Road, Forest Hill, S.E. 23.
Service Club, Bromley.
Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E.,
Major H. G. Paice
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at "The
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road. Chatham.
Hare and Hounds," 340 High Street,
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 3878).
Mr. R. A. Fielder
Mr. Len Clarke
The second Friday in every month at "The
38. Queenswood Road. Forest Hill.
Railway Sigoal," Devonshire Rd., Forest
S.E.23.
Hill, S.E. 23.
Mr. Haddoa
. . Mr. W. T. Nichols.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
9 The Bungalows Cross Lane West.
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
Gravesend. Kent.
Mr. T. Ballard
Mr. T. Briddcck,
Last Friday each month, at "The Cran
74 Cherry Tree. Walk, West Wickham.
bourn," 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane,
Kent.
Leicester Square, W.C. 2.
Mr. H. W. Maxlow
.. Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. WatermEiiv,
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m. Ser
The Barracks, Maidstone.
geants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Maj. A. H. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
nast Thursday each month, at 8 p.m.. Drill
T.D.
c/o T.A. Centre. Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
Hall, Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
Lt.Col. I. R.Lovell .. Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
" FleursdeLys," Sandgate. Quarterly, first
235 Cheriton High Street, Folkestone.
Friday, February, May, August, Nov.
Maj. N .S. C. Elmslie . M. F. Jczard,
2 Milton Gardens, Tonbridge.
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers.
D.S.O., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Major E. Goodman . . Mr. T. Shepherd.
492 Downham Way. Bromley, Kent.

Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel.
Bromley.
Reunions annually La March or April as
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."

Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Mr. Stanford.
10 Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Mr. A. E. Buddell,
Mr. L. W. Dawson.
O.B.E., M.C.
19 Chestnut Drive, Heme Bay, Kent.
Mr. J. Mingav
Mr. F W. Sales,
Meeting first
Tuesday each month. Holly
16 Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath. S.E. 3.
Hedge House, Blackheath.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are :
Life Membership : Officers £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of : Officers, 5/, other Ranks, 1/.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress.

The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.

Past and Present Association

Badges are available at a cost of 2/ to Life Members.

All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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emergencies.

J. & E. HALL

REFRIGERATION, LIFT

Ltd

AND ESCALATOR

ENGINEERS

DARTFORD, KENT. Tel:

D A R T F O R D 3456
AP02
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Garrard Gifts

Cigarette Lighter in sterling
silver

bearing
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badge and colours

£7.10.0

May we remind you
that at "112" a fine
selection

of

appro

priate Gifts awaits the
discerning eye. In the
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brooches,

bracelet

charms, earrings, cuff
links and ticpins all
bearing

your

regi

mental 01 corps badge
may be found. Write
now
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2
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto "Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive," "Orthes,"
"Peninsula,"
"Punniar,"
"Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal,"
"Sobraon," "Alma,"
"Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002" "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—"Mons," "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916 *18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood,"
"Poziers,"
"Guillemont,"
"FlersCourcelette,"

Flanders, 191418, " I t a l y , 191718,
suvia,
.uanaing ac ouvia,
Bcmutai nui,
uamijuu, iau,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell ' Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of
"Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 191518."

Kut el

Amara,"

Second World War—"Defence of the Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," "NorthWest Europe, 1940," "Alam el Haifa," "El Alamein,"
"Djebel Abiod," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 1943," "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa, 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily, 1943," " Termoli," "San Salvo," "The Sangro," "Romagnoli," "Impos
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley," "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasimene Line," "Arezzo,"
"Advance to Florence," "Monte Scalar!," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridgehead," "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte
Spaduro," "The Senio," "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan,"
"Razabil," "Mayu Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChief

: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.

Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver,

K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.

O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions :
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

British Forces Post Office 53,

4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.

2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.

"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to th«>
Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.

REGULAR OFFICERS

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Names
Flint, A. J. M., M.B.E.

1 R.W.K.
MAJORS

Read, M. R., M.C. ..
Grove, M. R. L., M.C
Bailey, J. D. B
Archer, M. G. M., M.C
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K
Gwilliam, D. H., M.B.E
Faulkner, D. O
Brock, J. H
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring, H. B. H. ..
Eason, J. A., T.D. ..
Elgood, P. N
Crumplin, W. C. D. .
Weymouth, G. U., M.B.E
Dover, V., M.C
Willis, C. F., M.B.E., T.D
Roper, I. H., M.C. ..
Scull, D. S
Monckton, D., M.C., T.D
Macmillan, I. A
Woodman, E. G., M.C
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W
Winstaniey, R. G.

T/Lt.Col., Muscat Forces.
(Lt.Col.) A.A.T.D.C.
War Office.
1 R.W.K.
Range Control, B.A.O.R.
H.Q. Western Comd.
M.D.C., T.C., Millom.
(Bt. Lt.Col.) War Office.
H.Q., Rhine Dist.
4/5 R.W.K.
(Lt.Col.) H.Q., Eastern Comd.
1 R.W.K.
Inf. Junior Leaders' Bn.
H.Q., Northern Comd.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
War Office.
Depot Holdee.
4 Malay.
G.L. Sec., Hong Kong.
I.S. Trg. Centre, Cyprus.
1 R.W.K.
2 Fed. Inf. Bde.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
Depot Holdee.
5 Malay.
H.Q., 70 Inf. Bde.
Staff College, Brussels.

Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
H.Q., Cyprus Dist.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
12 Liaison Fit. A.A C.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
4 Malay.
Depot Holdee.
Depot Holdee.

2 Ghana.

CAPTAINS
Russell, H. C., M.C., D.C.M
Fitzpatrick, J. N
Mannering, L. A
Dinsdale, J. W
Beaumont, S. H

Tarver, C. L.
Newall, M. R. M.
Pybus, I. D
Heatly, A. F. ...
Durtnell, R. J. .
Taylor, E. A. ...
Butler, C. D. B. .
Langhorne, J. ...
Hiscock, P
Cleaver, G. F. ...
Smith, M. J. ...
Champion, C. G. .

(T/Capt.) 1 R.W.K.
(T/Capt.) 3 Para.
3 Para.
3 Para.
1 R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
R.M.C.S., Shrivenham.
1 R.W.K.
A.D.C., G.O.C., E. Anglian Dist.
1 R.W.K.
2nd LIEUTENANTS

Pearce, N. C.
Holman, J. C.
Whitty, R. H.

1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
Depot Holdee.
QUARTERMASTERS

Sivers, A. E., M.B.E., M.M.
Blake A. G., M.B.E
Stephens, S. V
Grubb. J. E., M.B.E
Hoggart, E. J. W,

(Maj.) Depot Holdee.
(Mai.) 1 R.W.K.
(Capt.) Depot, R.W.K.
(Lt.) Depot Holdee.
(Lt.) 4/5 R.W.K.

11 K.A.R.
P.S.O.
A.S. of M.T., Bordon (Inst.).
H.Q., 2 T.A.F.
(T/Mojor) A.S.P.T.
LIEUTENANTS

Hallsall, A. C. L
Tizard, L. A. S
Gibbs, W. J
Furlonger, B
Hallidie, N. A
Colegate, T. K

(A/Capt.)
Depot Holdee.
1 R.W.K.
J.S.A.T.C., Woolwich.
Att. 1 Green Howards.
1 R.W.K.
2nd LIEUTENANTS

Clinch, M. J
Andrews, M

1 R.W.K.
Ghana Regt.
QUARTERMASTER

Cook, E. S., M.B.E

(Maj.) 6 K.A.R.

4th/5th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel : Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., T.D.
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Waring, A. R. H., T.D.
MAJORS
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Bobby, F. J.
Coath, T. C.
Wood, D. W. J., T.D.

1 (NY) Bn., K.A.R
H.Q., 3 Indep. Inf. Bde.
Fed. Malaya Mil. Forces.

LIEUTENANTS

Mil. Record Office, Ghana.
R.B.D., British Army Post Office 5.
Welfare Officer, M.P. and D.P.,
Shepton Mallet.
Depot Holdee.

Marsh, H. W.

CAPTAINS
Abplanalp, V. C.
Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R
Clarke, C. S
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.,
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S
Goodwin, P. J. ....
Norton, J. D
Lygo, J. R
Stock, P.R., M.B.E.
Leigh, P. S., M.C.
Woolstencroft, D. H
Craven, C. E
Neve, R. W., M.C.
Wood, W. R

MAJORS

Names
Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S., M.B.E.
Duffield, G. W

Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Pennells, H. D. A.

CAPTAINS
Newman, B. J.
CalverJones, J.
Duggan, H. R.
Innes, C. A.

Ogilvie, J. B.
Clemence, M. J.
Wcftson, K. E.
Robson, T. J. R.
SUBALTERNS

Smith, J. C. C. J.
Young, R. N.
George, P. M. J.
Maw, N. N. G.
Pedgrift, G. E.
Parker, R. K.
Fraser, C. G.
MorleyJacob, P. .
Nyren, M. V.
Horton, R. J.

macLachlan, S.
Gregory, M. K.
Sutton, J. D.
Cyster, P. L.
Parslow, J. P.
Turner, D. M.
Burred, G. K.
Curtis, D. R.
Day, B. E.
Canned, K.
ATTACHED

Capt. J. A. Barlas, R.A.M.C. (T.A.) Lt. R. P. Gilbert, R.A.P.C. (T.A.)
Rev. J. E. Robinson, R.A.Ch.D. (T.A.)

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
2/Lt. R. D. Wallace
2/Lt. S. E. Coningham

2/Lt. R. A. Crane

REGULAR PERMANENT STAFF
Trg. Major and Adjt.—
Major J. H, Brock

Q.M. (Lt.) E.

J.

W. Hoggart
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Gazette for several months now. There are still a few cards
available. Cash with order to Regimental Headquarters,
The Barracks, Maidstone.

^Editorial

A

FULL report of a most welcome visit to the Depot of
a party of Officers and N.C.O.'s from our Allied
Regiment of Canada, The Essex and Kent Scottish, will
be published next month.
*

*

*

*

Nelson and The Queen's Own
There were two printer's errors in the article " Nelson
and The Queen's Own," which appeared in last month's
Queen's Own Gazette :
(1) In the 4th paragraph " Lieutenant (later Sir John)
Moore" should have read "LieutenantColonel (later Sir
John) Moore."
(2) The beginning of the fifth paragraph should have
read: "After this victory, Dundas sent The 50th, 51st and
69th Regiments to a pass in the ridge which barred the way
to Bastia. On the 23rd he ascended the ridge to recon
noitre the defences."
*

*

*

*

Trafalgar Day—21st October
We are again indebted to the London Branch for pro
viding a party of volunteers to attend the Trafalgar Day
Ceremony, and to place a wreath at the foot of Nelson's
Column on behalf of the Regiment.
*

*

*

*

A meeting of the Regimental Council was held in the
Barracks, Maidstone, on Saturday, the 8th November. The
future of The Queen's Own Gazette was again discussed.
The Editor explained that, although the excess of expendi
ture was higher this year, it was no more than was; expec
ted, and was largely due to the increased postal charges, and
to a fall in subscriptions and revenue from advertisements.
The Council agreed that there should be no increase
in the subscription rates for the Gazette for the coming year.
Therefore, everyone must try to increase sales by encourag
ing friends to become subscribers.
Mr. Carman put forward a suggestion, that books
should be provided in the Guard Room and the Sergeants'
Mess in which visitors to the Depot could sign their names.
This wiil enable us to include the names of all visitors in
the Social and Personal column. Officer visitors are still
expected to sign the Colonel of the Regiment's Book in
Regimental Headquarters. So DO NOT FORGET TO
SIGN YOUR NAME in one or other of these books, when
you visit the Depot.
*

*

#



Brookwood Memorial
The Brookwood Memorial was unveiled by Her
Majesty the Queen on Saturday, 25th October, 1958.
The Chairman of the Past and Present Association
attended the ceremony and laid a wreath on behalf of the
Association. A report will be found elsewhere in this issue.

*
*
*

Christmas Cards, 1958
There are two types of card available, one with the
picture in colour inside, crest outside and tied with Regi
mental ribbon, which costs l/4d. per card and the other
with the picture outside in colour and crest inside above
the greetings at 1/ld. per card, all post free.
A photograph,of the picture has been published in the

*

*

#

*

Regimental Diaries, 1959
If you want a diary, order it now from Regimental
H.Q. Prices are:—
Wallet (complete with pencil) 18/4
Leather
„
„
„
5/4
Plexide
„
„
„
4/4
Refill for Wallet
    2/10
*

*

*

*

Car Badges
A few are still available at 27s. each on Application to
Regimental Headquarters.
4

Social and Personal

W

E congratulate Sgt. N. Woolgar, of the 1st Battalion,
who has been awarded the CommanderinChief's
Certificate of Merit, which was announced recently in a
Cyprus Special Awards List.
*

*

*

*

The Colonel of the Regiment's " visitors' book " con
tains very few signatures this month.
The first to sign was LtCol. J. M. D. BoothTucker,
who is helping to run Dr. Barnardo's Home in Barkingside.
He has been under the doctor for sometime, but though he
still has to be careful, is much improved.
Lt.Col. Peter Buckle told us he suddenly felt "wander
lust" come upon him, so packed a bag and decided to
wander round SouthEast England, stopping when and
where he felt like it. The Depot proved to be one of his
stopping places.
W. D. Johnston "and W. J. Gibbs have both returned
from the 1st Battalion in Cyprus, the former has gone on
a Mobile Defence Corps Course in Epsom, and the latter
is on leave pending the completion of his National Service.
We welcome A. J. Andrews from Mons O.C.S. on
first appointment; he is flying out to Ghana in the near
future.
Cols. Clay, Pardington and Waring signed the book
before the Council meeting on Saturday, the 8th November.
*
*
*
*
Brigadier Roddy Fyler tells us that Meaburn Fry and
his wife have recently passed through Singapore en route
for England.
Meaburn is retiring after 12 years with the Army
Kinema Corporation, his last station being Hong Kong.
*

*

*

*

Lt.Col. Kip Kenlyside writing from Lilongue, Nyasa
land, says—" this is a good place. The girls flew out for
the summer holidays and had a wondeful time, including
three weeks in a cottage by the lake. It is just about perfect
at this time of the year.
" Tony Follett Smith was married here last weekend
and Sam Silvester was his best man, so it was a very
Regimental show."
*

*



*

Lt.Col. L. S. Holman writing from Singapore offers
advice to those sending Christmas cards when serving in
the tropics.
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He recommends one of the following courses :
1. Place the card in the envelope with the picture
towards the front of the envelope so that the gummed flap
contacts the plain back of the card.
2. Use ungummed envelopes.
3. Bust another 2d. and stick the flap down.

4

OBITUARY
BRIGADIER T. T. WADDINGTON, C.B.E., M.C.

r

is with deep regret that we record the sudden death
of Brigadier Thomas Thelwell Waddington.
" Wadders," as he was affectionately known by his
contemporaries, first joined the Regiment in October, 1914,
and served with the 7th Battalion in France, he later
became Adjutant of the Battalion. He was awarded the
M.C. for rescuing men from a mine shaft near Fricourt in
1915. although suffering from gas poisoning at the time.
In 1918 he went to the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst,
as an Instructor and finally retired in 1920. In 1931 he
returned to command the 5th Battalion, T.A., then 132
Infantry Brigade and later West Lanes Area and Mersey
Garrison. Between 1945 and 1948 he was Chief of the
Norway and Middle East Missions of U.N.R.R.A. He
was made a C.B.E. in 1942.
He was a keen sportsman, possessed an easy manner
and was popular with all he came in contact with. Ill
health prevented him from taking a more active interest in
the Regiment.

T

MR. A. L. DALLEN

WO masked EOKA gunmen shot dead a Kent man in
the village of Kokkinotrimithia, Cyprus. The victim
of this coldblooded murder was Mr. Arthur Lambert
Dallen, of 1, Gatefield, Rolvenden, near Tenterden, who
had just returned to Cyprus after a spell of leave in England.
He was commencing his third year of duty at a large
detention camp for EOKA suspects, and was shot in the

back on Thursday last week while about to distribute gifts
to some Greek Cypriots whom he had befriended. He was
the 119th Briton to lose his life since the Cyprus emergency.
Mr. Dallen. a 43yearsold bachelor, had been a regu
lar soldier for 22 years, serving with The Buffs and The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. During the war
he was a regimental sergeantmajor with the Combined
Operations Commandos in Italy, and at the end of the war
rejoined the Royal West Kent Regiment and served in
Malaya, where he was awarded the B.E.M.
After leaving the Army he was for a time in charge of
the Home Guard at East Grinstead, and then went to Kenya
to work at a Colonial Office Mau Mau prison camp. Later
he took a similar job in Cyprus.
At the conclusion of two years' service he came home
to England on leave, and had only just returned when he
was murdered.
" Don't worry, Mum. Arthur can always take care of
himself," was practically the last thing he said to his
mother, Mrs. Collins, before saying goodbye for the last
time.
Mr. Dallen was a regular reader of the Kent Messen
ger, and while on leave he arranged his subscription for a
further year's supply to be forwarded to him in Cyprus.
Mr. Dallen was buried on Saturday with full military
honours.

4

LETTERS T O T H E EDITOR
Dear Sir,
In connection with the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of
the Territorial Army, a Reunion Luncheon was held in town
on the 22nd instant of some of the Officers of the Territorial
Army who held Commissions in 1908. We were 77. The
" Queen's Own " were represented by Maj. Brewis, Sir H. B.
Cohen, Bart., and by me: in 1908 2nd Lt. 5th Bn. and
Captains 4th Bn. respectively.
The idea of the Luncheon originated with Mr. B. E.
Sargeaunt, M.V.O., O.B.E., late Capt. 12th Bn. London
Regiment, and its success was entirely due to him, ably
assisted by Mrs. Sargeaunt, when a sudden attack of blind
ness partly incapacitated him.
To each of us was sent a numbered disc to wear, and a
list not only of all who would be present with their Unit,
rank on joining and on retirement and decorations, but
similarly of those who were unable to come—also 77. We
were bidden to wear decorations and medals and to sit where
we chose.
The C.I.G.S. was to have been our guest, but was
prevented by lumbago. Her Majesty was graciously pleased
to reply to the telegram sent to her and her message was
read out.
Mr. Sargeaunt presided. In his speech he told us that
the oldest present was 93 and among the absent were four
over 90 and one 98.

MR. A. L. DALLEN

Major General W. R. Cox, Director of the Territorial
Army, War Office, our only guest, was, of course, very much
the youngest of those present, as would have been the
C.I.G.S. !
Yours sincerely,
A. M. COHEN.
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THE BATTLE HONOURS OF THE QUEEN'S OWN
MONS—23rd August, 1914
TIE Battle Honour " Mons " was won by the 1st Bn.
at the beginning of the Great War of 19141918.
When war with Germany was declared at midnight
on August 4th, 1914, the 1st Bn. was in Dublin under the
command of Lt.CoI. A. Martyn. It belonged to the 13th
Brigade (BrigadierGeneral G. J. Cuthbert) of the 5th
Division (Maj.Gen. Sir Charles Fergusson). The other
battalions in the Brigade were the 2nd King's Own Scot
tish Borderers, the 2nd Duke of Wellington's Regiment
and the 2nd King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry.
The first few days after the declaration of war were
devoted to mobilisation; over 550 Reservists joined to
replace those men who were too young or otherwise
unable to go to France. On August 13th the Bn., wearing
khaki service dress, embarked for Le Havre. Thence a
long train took the whole unit with its transport through
Rouen and Amiens to Landrecies.
There it occupied
billets while the remainder of the 2nd Corps (Gen. Sir
Horace SmithDorrien) concentrated. All that was known
about the progress of the war was that the Germans were
sweeping through Belgium, and that the British Expedi
tionary Force was to occupy a defensive position on the
left of the French.
The 13th Brigade began its march northwards to its
allotted sector on August 21st. The first night was spent
in billets near Bavai. On reaching Dour at 9 a.m. on the
22nd, the Brigadier gave out verbal orders for the occupa
tion of an outpost line along the MonsConde Canal. The
1st Bn. was to be on the right about St. Ghislain, where
touch was to be established with the 3rd Division. The
King's Own Scottish Borderers were to prolong the line
to the left.
The sector allotted to the 1st Bn. was over 2,000 yards
in length. It included a railway bridge, a foot bridge and
a road bridge. Col. Martyn placed " D " Coy. (Maj. P.
Hastings) on the right and "C" Coy. (Capt. R. M. G.
Tulloch) on the left to hold the bridges. "A" and "B"
Coys, were in reserve in billets at Hornu. Although the
southern bank of the canal commanded the lower ground
to the north, the field of fire was masked by houses and
other buildings. To overcome this, "C" Coy. and part
of " D " took up positions just north of the canal.
During the afternoon of the 22nd, "C" and "D '
Coys, dug trenches, loopholed the walls of houses and
gardens, and cleared the field of fire. They resumed this
work as soon as day broke on the 23rd. Reports had
come in that the enemy had been seen some miles to the
north.
At about 8 a.m. on Sunday, August 23rd, the Divi
sional Mounted Troops (one sqdn. 19th Hussars and one
coy. of Cyclists) crossed the canal, passed through the
outposts and rode northwards through the village of Tertre
to reconnoitre. So as to cover their retirement if neces
sary, "A" Coy. (Capt. G. D. Lister) marched from Hornu
to the road junction south of Tertre, about which it took
up a position to command the exits from that village.
The four platoons at once began to loophole the walls of
a small farm and to cut some wire which impeded the
line of retreat. Before these preparations had been

completed, five cyclists came at full speed down the road
from Tertre. They stated that the enemy were close at
hand.
Within five minutes German infantry debouched from
Tertre in large numbers.
"A" Coy. opened fire and
checked their advance. Capt. Lister sent half of his reserve
platoon under 2ndLt. A. A. E. Chitty to reinforce his
forward troops, and despatched a report to Bn. Head
quarters on the canal. A reply came from Headquarters
that the coy. was to retire "if things became too hot."
By then a battery of German artillery was in action
northeast of Tertre; enemy machineguns were firing from
a position south of the village. Capt. Lister decided to
withdraw.
The enemy were now only some 150 yards away.
Yet the majority of "A" Coy. retired in good order.
About 20, however, withdrew in file along the edge of the
road. While crossing a field to tell them to scatter, Capt.
Lister was wounded in the shoulder. He refused to allow
his men to risk their lives by attempting to carry him
back. Eventually about 90 of the Coy. reached the out
post line on the canal. The losses included Lt. C. K.
Anderson, killed, and 2ndLt. Chitty, wounded. Nearly a
hundred other ranks had been hit.
As soon as the survivors of "A" Coy. had passed
through, the outposts came under hostile artillery fire. By
then "B" Coy. (Maj. C. G. Pack Bpresford) had been
brought up to reinforce the position. From noon till dark
the Bn. was shelled by about 30 guns. Many of the shells
fell on a dummy trench which had been dug at the end
of the railway bridge. Moreover, a grove of trees screened
the real trenches from view, so that the German gunners
were unable to find the exact range. Consequently,
although some buildings and gardens were badly damaged,
the casualties were few.
Soon the German infantry approached the canal. Ad
vancing in short rushes, they made their way forward till
they were within effective rifle range. Then the rapid fire
of The Queen's Own swept over the level meadows. The
area became strewn with the bodies of greyclad Germans.
So devastating was the fire that the enemy believed that
they were opposed by numerous machineguns — in fact,
the Bn. had only two. At one point the wave of attack
rolled to within 150 yards of the canal. But nowhere did
the Germans come close enough to launch an assault.
When darkness fell they crept back towards Tertre, having
suffered a crushing defeat at the hands of the "Old
Contemptibles."
Some fine acts of gallantry by the stretcher bearers of
the Bn. were seen during the afternoon. The most notable
was performed by Pte. P. Donovan, who assisted Lt. P. F.
Wilberforce Bell to bring in a man of "A" Coy. who was
lying wounded north of the canal. For this act Donovan
was awarded the D.C.M., the first of some 150 to be won
by the Regiment in the war.
Although the 5th Division as a whole had not been
heavily attacked, the 3rd Division on its right had suffered
considerably during the day. The enemy had crossed the
Continued on foot of next page
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HE Memorial was unveiled by the Queen, on October
25th. She was accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh,
the Queen Mother, the Duke of Gloucester, the Duchess
of Kent and Princess Alexandra.
After the dedication by Archdeacon Victor Pike, Chap
lain General to the Forces, her Majesty laid a wreath of
carnations, roses, orchids and liliesofthevalley on the
memorial.
The Memorial is a circular colonnade of Portland
stone with twentyeight green slate panels on which are
inscribed the names of 3,500 men and women of the forces
of the British Commonwealth and Empire who " gave their
lives in their own country and in many foreign lands, in
home and distant waters, in the campaign of 1940 in Norway
and in later raids on the coast of Europe and to whom the
fortune of war denied a known and honoured grave."
Among them are the following names of members of
The Queen's Own : Sgt. J. A. T. Curtis, Sgt. A. T. O'Hara,
L/Cpl. A. R. V. Bunny, L/Cpl. A. Carlisle, Pte. W. T.
Cullum, Pte. E. G. Curtis, Pte. S. Jenkins.
The following are interred in Brookwood Cemetery :
Lt.Col. D. C. S. Bryan, D.S.O., W.O.II (C.S.M.) J. Moore,
Pte. E. Treacy.
In her address Her Majesty said :—
" They come from many different parts of the earth.
Some served alone, some in small forces and some in large
armies. All upheld the proud traditions of their unit, their
country and the Commonwealth. Had it not been for their
courage, and that of others like them, the war on land
could not have been won and final victory would not have
been achieved.
"In honour of them, the Governments of every part
of the Commonwealth have joined to provide this monu
ment. Here, in this peaceful garden the memory of these
men and women, differing in race and religion, but united
in the cause for which they fought and died, will be kept
ever green.
" For you who loved and remember the fallen as rela
tives or friends, their memory is more than a name written
on a monument. You have suffered a loss that cannot be
replaced; but never think that their sacrifice was in vain.
Had those whom we here commemorate not stood fast in
the path of tyranny, our Commonwealth, and all that it
represents, would have perished. Let us, therefore, give
thanks to God that such men and women lived and died
and by their death preserved for us our heritage of free
dom."
Towards the end of the ceremony, wreaths were laid
by representatives of the individual Corps and Regiments
of the Armies of the Commonwealth and by representatives
of Service and ExService Associations. The Queen's Own
was represented by Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards, Chairman of
the Past and Present Association.
Continued from previous page

canal by a bridge east of Ghislain and turned the right
flank of the B.E.F. That evening Gen. SmithDorrien
issued orders to the 2nd Corps for a withdrawal to a more
defensible line stretching east and west through Bavai.
This retirement was successfully carried out during the
night. So ended the first action fought by the Regiment
in the Great War,

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gozette
REGULAR ARMY
Annual Brevets—
The undermentioned Major to be Bt. LtCol., 1st July, 1958.
D. H. Gwilliam, M.B.E. (74679), R.W.K.

National Service List—
23444805 Cadet Maurice Archer (457672) to be 2/Lt., 23rd
August, 1958.
23444421 Cadet Giles Barthrop Bateman (457675) to be
2/Lt., 23rd August, 1958.

Regular Army—
Lt. W. R. Wood (431400) to be Capt., 27th October, 1958.

TERRITORIAL ARMY
National Service Lists—
2/Lt. R. A. Crane (451563) to be Lt., 19th October, 1958
Lt.Col. George Evelyn Lucas Pardington, M.B.E., T.D.
(7527), is appointed Hon. Col., 4th/5th Bn. The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment (T.A.), 25th Septem
ber, 1958, in succession to Brigadier Harold Stephen
son Brown, M.C., T.D. (62059), tenure expired.

Territorial Army Reserve of Officers—
Capt. J. B. Stewart, T.D. (44573), having exceeded the age
limit, ceases to belong to the T.A. Res. of Officers,
29th October, 1958, and is granted the honorary rank
of Major.
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) G. R. Brand (66239) having exceeded the
age limit, ceases to belong to the T.A. Res of Officers,
29th October, 1958, retaining the honorary rank of
Captain.
4

HONOURS AND AWARDS
The following officers are awarded the Long Service
and Good Conduct Medal (Military), without gratuity.
Lt. (Q.M.) E. J. W. Hoggart (452016), 10th July, 1958.
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SPEAKING OF BATMEN

r

HAT'S what they used to be called when I had one.
For all 1 know, in these days of salesladies, etc.,
they may be called something else . . . " Gentlemen's
Aides," possibly.
My mother, dear soul, when I left to join the unit in
which I was to do my first service as a Commissioned
Officer, was naturally solicitous for my welfare. " Choose
yourself a nice batman—a cleanliving, neat, wellmannered
lad; preferably one who has been in 'service'."
Choose one ! Little did she know that no Second
Lieutenant ever chose his batman, unless he were : (a) the
C.O.'s nephew, (b) a nearmillionaire, or (c) knew some
lurid facts about the SergeantMajor's maternal ancestry.
No. The S.M. had always got some dud from the
company to get out of harm's way. Unless, of course,
intuition told him something about the financial status of
the new boy—such as seeing his arrival in a posh sports
car—then, perhaps, you'd get some one to whom he wanted
to do a good turn.
Anyway, if you did get a chap whom you could and
did train in the proper performance of his onerous and
complicated duties, the C.O. or O.C. would soon spot him
and pinch him for his own. J know. It happened to me
several times. Thank heaven, that by the last time it
occurred, I was able actually to make my own choice. 1
never knew, and still don't whether it was because (a) 1 had
reached a sufficiently exalted position, or (b) had got into
the R.S.M.'s good books.
Suffice it to say that 1 picked on someone whom the
C.O. hated the sight and sound of . . . especially his habit
of whistling.
Have you ever noticed how difficult it is to choose
when you have a free choice? You ask yourself what
you want in a batman. Then you debate in your mind
which of the qualities should be given priority. For
example, he must be the soul of honesty (with your posses
sions). But he must also be able to acquire both necessities
and luxuries for you, without calling upon you for cash,
and without being discovered at it.
Other qualities he should possess, of course, include
a thorough knowledge of all types of weapons, of semaphore
and morse; the ability to mend (or even make) a radio set;
ride, drive a car (all types) as well as being untiring on his
legs. It goes without saying that he must mapread well
and have some slight acquaintance with unarmed combat
(for he will probably never be able to find his rifle and will
have to borrow the cook's for rifle inspection). Unarmed
combat, too, is necessary for him to be able to " borrow "
from the other batmen. Strangely, too, he must be able
to " turn out " his bloke for ceremonial parade better than
the other batmen can theirs.
For months my fellow officers cast envious eyes on
my Sam Browne, buttons and boots, their batmen tried to
inveigle mine into letting them into the secret. But he never
did. My own view is that there was some particular quality
in his spittle—as a result, perhaps, of sampling some of the
delicacies which might arrive from Fortnum and Mason's
at intervals.
Oh ! I forgot. Your batman must also be able to
mend watches and socks and to choose the correct pastel
shade for your new pyjamas when your others get torn in

the little rag you have on Guest Nights . . . and it will be
as well if he can shave you the next morning.
First impressions help you a lot to assess his worth.
For example, when Pte. B
became mine (and,
quite frankly, this little article is in a way some small
appreciation of him) he woke me the first morning by
rattling a spoon on a mug. Ten minutes later he arrived
with the real tea with the remak, " If I'd brought it the
first time, you'd have only let it get cold." I knew then
what I had suspected and hoped for when I chose him,
that here was the man for me. And so he was, until he
took a whizzbang all to himself in March, 1918.
Of course, he made mistakes in the trial period, and
even later. They all do. The first and worst was when we
came out of the line one night and 1 needed a bath pretty
badly. B
got in first alright and got hold of
the only little canvas bath available, but he put a mugfull
of Lysol in it, instead of the tablespoonful that I'd told him.
Written like this, it doesn't seem very awful, but you try
sitting down in such a solution and see how quickly you
hop up when certain parts of your masculine anatomy touch
it. Poor B
, he didn't know 1 knew so many
words and oaths that don't appear in the Oxford Dictionary.
Then there was the day when there was occasion to
celebrate—that was in Italy—and there was nothing to
celebrate with. B
was called in to see what he
could do about it. Q.M. Stores were 30 miles away and it
was snowing good and proper. Well, he got back the next
day with the best part of a jar of rum and we duly cele
brated. But why ? Oh why ? if he had to ditch the vehicle
he had " borrowed " from the R.E.'s, did he do it outside
the C.R.E.'s billet? It caused such a bother. Still, even
Courts of Enquiry can't make findings, if they can't find
any evidence, can they ?
But who, other than Pte. B
. could or would
have ensured that his " bloke" always slept, even when
we were on the move and travelling light, between nice,
clean sheets, with his head on soft linencovered pillows.
For that alone, he earned and, I hope, has my eternal
gratitude.
(Apologies, by the way, to all batmen and Sergeant
Majors).
R.O.R.
4

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS
DEATHS
WADD1NGTON.—On October 26th, 1958, suddenly in
London, Brigadier Thomas Thelwall Waddington,
C.B.E., M.C., of Malpas, Cheshire, beloved husband
of Lucie.
WRIGHT.—On the 30th October. 1958, in West Mailing,
P.C. Wright, late 4th Bn. The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment.
DALLEN.—On the 16th Oct., 1958, in Kokkikotrimithia,
Cyprus. Arthur Lambert Dallen, B.E.M. Shot by
EOKA terrorists.
WYNN.—On the 7th November, 1958, in Maidstone,
Rowland Ellis Wynn.
SILVER.—On the 22nd October, 1958, in Maidstone. C.
L. Silver.
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VISITOR CONTROL
PYLA DETENTION CAMP, CYPRUS
TTHE mornings and early afternoons at Pyla Detention
Camp, where some 800 Greek Cypriots involuntarily
reside, are mainly devoted to the reception, documentation
and control of visitors. An operation which involves maxi
mum alertness and not a little patience on the part of the
fifty or so soldiers who are carrying it out.
The job is one which has only recently been given to
the Army, having been performed in the past by civilian
warders. It entails a carefully thought out drill designed
to afford minimum delay with maximum security.
The purpose of this article is, firstly, to explain how
the drill works and, secondly, to portray a somewhat unusual
aspect of Internal Security work, but one with which many
members of the Battalion are now familiar.
It is 0715 hours and in another quarterofanhour the
entrance gates to the camp will be opened to allow the first
of the day's visitors to pass through.
Being Sunday it is sure to be a busy morning, and
already large numbers of Cypriots have arrived in their
'buses, taxis and cars and are now being patiently shep
herded by !an N.C.O. and three soldiers.
We expect to collect about 200 visiting cards during
the next six hours, every card allowing three adults and an
unspecified number of children to visit a detainee, who is
entitled to one visitor per week, visiting days being Tuesday
to Sunday.
The first party of visitors is being assembled outside
the gate and fifteen buff visiting cards have been checked.
At 0730 hours the gates are opened and the first six
adults file in, staggering under the weigth of baskets, babies
and bedding. They place their burdens, babies in cots
included, upon a counter, where they are thoroughly
searched and sorted.
A large notice confronts them, informing them in both
English and Greek that each detainee is allowed one food
parcel, weighing one Oke (2| lbs. approximately), per week.
A pair of scales soon testifies to the fact that Cypriots are
either extremely bad judges of weight or extremely opti
mistic as, more often than not, threequarters of the prof
fered fare has to be left behind for collection on departure.
Certain items are not permitted, but are frequently
brought; these include cameras, books, bottles, spirits and
knives. Mostly the suitcases and baskets contain, in
addition to food, clean laundry, bedding and cigarettes, of
which 200 are allowed.
Having satisfied the eagle eye of the kit searchers and
generally having been relieved of about half their load,
the visitors are now split up into two groups; males, females
and children, and are themselves searched, the latter group
by women searchers.
The party, probably numbering about sixty, now pro
ceed under the inevitable batonarmed escort to the
Documentation Hut, passing through another gate, whose
lock is at once closed behind them.
At the Documentation Hut, identity cards are ex
changed for numbered discs, and both numbers are recor
ded, together with the D.P. number of the detainee to be
visited. The visiting cards are collected by an N.C.O. and

taken to the main office where the detainees due to receive
visitors are so informed over the public address system.
We must now leave the visitors and pass on through a
further two gates, each with its armed sentry, into the
catwalks which surround the detainees' compounds, of
which there are seven. Here a party of escorts is waiting
to collect the fifteen detainees from their compounds and
take them to the visiting compound where they and their
parcels, mostly containg dirty laundry, are searched before
entering the visiting hut where detainees and visitors meet.
While this is going on the visitors have left the
Documentation Hut and moved on to the entrance of the
Visiting Hut furthest away from the one the detainees will
use.
The Visiting Hut is a Nissen Hut, some 150 feet long
with a counter, about three feet high, running down the
middle, the counter being divided into fifteen partitions.
Further documentation is carried out in the end of this
hut nearest to the visitor's entrance. Here a record is kept
of the detainee's number, the number of the partition he
will occupy for his visit and the time the visit begins and
ends.
Once the detainees have been escorted into the Visiting
Hut and placed in their correct partitions, the visitors are
let in and take up their positions on the other side of the
counter and opposite to the detainee they are visiting.
Greetings and packages are exchanged, children are
lifted, or climb unaided, onto the counter, and there follows
fifteen minutes of animated and, to our ears, incompre
hensive discussion.
Meanwhile, the numerous sentries on each side of the
counter are carefully watching to ensure that nothing
illicit is passed across.
A quarterofanhour passes, a whistle is blown by the
sergeant in charge, and detainees and visitors wish one
another 44 Goodbye," pick up their new loads and file out
in opposite directions, hurried on their way by the sentries.
Detainees and visitors are subjected to a further search
before being escorted back, the former to their compounds,
the latter to the camp entrance via the Documentation Hut,
where they collect their identity cards. For them the visit
is over, but for the soldiers, there will be at least another
ten parties to take through before they are able to relax.
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VL/ITH the announce
ment of the new British
Plan for Cyprus, terrorist
activity in the Island has
increased considerably, as
was expected. E.O.K.A.,
supported and encouraged
by certain characters in high
places, who should know
better, have revived their
campaign of senseless mur
der and sabotage and set a
new pattern of evil by the
cold  blooded shooting of
two Service wives.
Feeling ran extremely
high among all Servicemen
and expatriates, and even a
number of the more logical
Greek Cypriots were ap
palled at the horror of the
crime. Curfews have natur
ally increased, but normally these are lifted for expatriates
after a few hours. Life has nevertheless been limited for
families, but all take reasonable precautions and it is hoped
that the murder of Mrs. Cutliffe was an isolated incident.
Accounts of terrorist activities in Cyprus are frequently
exaggerated in the British Press, but any readers who have
friends or relatives here need not worry unduly or believe
everything they read. In any event there is little or no
desire on the part of families to rush back to the United
Kingdom, and a number of grass widowers are hoping that
families will be allowed to come out to Cyprus after the
present ban is reviewed on 1st November.
We were very shocked to hear that the Sergeant Warder,
who was murdered near Camp K detention camp, was
Mr. Arthur Dallen (late C.S.M. "D" Coy., in Malaya). We
had seen a lot of Arthur Dallen since the Battalion came to
Cyprus and he was a frequent and very welcome visitor to
the Sergeants' Mess. He had been on leave in the U.K.
and was due to be promoted to officer status in the Prison
Service a few days later. He was taking presents to the
child of a Greek Cypriot friend when he was murdered.
Such was the price of extending the hand of friendship,
though it must be recorded that the Greek Cypriot was a
mourner at the funeral, a brave act in these days when more
Greek Cypriots are murdered than British.
By special arrangement with the civil authorities we
provided a firing party and bugler for the funeral, which
was also attended by a number of officers and almost every
member of the Sergeants' Mess who was not on duty.
" D" Coy. is the first Company to experience an

Battalions :
electrically detonated bomb since the present wave of
terrorism started. Four soldiers were returning to their
Company location in a oneton truck after a Battalion
soccer trial, and the bomb fortunately blew up in front of
the vehicle. The road was wrecked, but apart from a few
superficial scratches there were no casualties.
There have been few other operational activities this
month. We are still alternating with the 3rd Bn. The
Grenadier Guards and every two weeks guarding two deten
tion camps and then standing by as Island Reserve for the
next two weeks. Such a period has just started and we are
hoping that art operation will come our way soon. There is
no doubt that Security Forces are well on top of E.O.K.A.
and there have been considerable recoveries of arms,
ammunition and explosives. Frequent ambushes continue
in the rural and mountain areas, but in most cases they are
very inefficient.
Earlier in the month Maj. General D. A. Kendrew,
C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., accompanied by the Brigade Com
mander, paid a farewell visit to the Battalion and, after

MajorGeneral K. T. Darling addressing Officers and
men after the antiterrorist demonstrations,
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Quick Shooting is allimportant.

Administra tion of training methods used to improve speed
and accuracy.

addressing all ranks, he visited the Sergeants' Mess and later
lunched in the Officers' Mess. Two days later an attempt
was made to blow up his car in Nicosia, but happily it was
unsuccessful. Unfortunately the mine blew up one of his
escort vehicles and one soldier later died of wounds.
A few days after the new Director of Operations,
Maj. General K. T. Darling, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., arrived,
the Battalion was ordered to lay on a demonstration of fire
power and antiambush drill, with as much firing and noise
as possible. Although we had only four full days in which
to prepare and rehearse, the demonstration proved a great
success. It was attended by a large number of military and
police spectators and the Press coverage was bigger than we
have had since Suez. They were most impressed by what
they saw and after the actual demonstration, various items
were reenacted for photographs. We understand that it is
likely to be seen on TV screens and newsreels from U.K. to
Tokyo. The Director of Operations watched both the dress
rehearsal and the demonstration and seemed to be very
pleased with our efforts to demonstrate his policy for the
future conduct of operations.
We hope, in due course, to be sent a copy of the Tele
vision film for Regimental record purposes and for showing
to most of the Battalion who were unable to see the real
thing.
There have been a number of arrivals and departures
during the month. 2nd Lts. Coles and Bateman arrived to
experience the charm of Cyprus, while Capt. Shearburn now
.polishes a desk at H.Q. Cyprus District until the War
Office find him something better.
Last but not least we congratulate Lt. Champion on
being Mentioned in Despatches and Sgt. Woolgar on the
award of the CommanderinChief's Certificate, in the
Cyprus Special Awards List No. 4. Both awards are in

Antiterrorist demonstration in Nicosia.
recognition of outstanding work as leaders of the Battalion
Tracker Teams.
The Grove Trust has also been settled and the awards
were as follows: —
Best Shot (L/Cpl. or Pte.)—L/Cpl. Mahoney.
Best Shot—Sgt. Healey.
N.C.O. or Pte. showing most initiative—Pte. Fretter,
Pte. English.
Best AllRound Soldier—Sgt. Williams.

Subscription rates :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies, 5d., post free.
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" A " COMPANY

Coy. H.Q.
Gradually we approach the rainy season, although
evidence to substantiate this is not terribly apparent. Apart
from a few thunderstorms the weather remains hot and
dusty. One of these thunderstorms brought to the fore a
better known denizen of Coy. H.Q., a certain character
called " Chunky Bird," clad only in boots, socks, P.T.
shorts and an American G.I. helmet, he paraded solemnly
in the rain, came to a dubious halt outside the Arms Stores,
brought up his right hand, apparently to shield his eyes,
and said in a slow, nasal voice, " Pte. Presley reporting for
duty sah! "
We welcome Pte. " A1 " Stringer to the gallant band
of Coy. H.Q., he is at present a trainee in the Company
Arms Store. Could it be that Ptes. Bird and Evans are
preparing to leave the Arms Store for some reason ? Ptes.
Archer, Finnis and Cordrey had often been noticed having
fervent conversations with the Company Clerk, and the
main topic of these conversations was, " When will the
56.20's be going? " The Company Clerk just shrugged his
shoulders at these inquiries, but at last they went on their
way, shouting over their shoulders in loud voices, " Only
4 days in the Army. "
Mr. Gibbs will shortly be leaving us for U.K. The
absence of his ready smile will be noticed by us all, and
good wishes for civvy street are sent by the whole Com
pany. His job of 2/i.c. of the Company apparently con
sisted of two main duties, the collection of debts from can
teen sales while on Ops, and the organisation of swimming
parties, both of which were carried out with the usual good
humour and determined argument. An appropriate signa
ture tune was attributed to him, and even now the strains
of " Oh Lucky Jim " can be discerned as he passes the
Company Lines.
Pte. Foulger, our Company Clerk, on returning from
leave in U.K., proceeded to catch an infection in his jaw
and spent a rather unpleasant 3 weeks in B.M.H., Nicosia.
On his return he informed us that he would be returning
to B.M.H. for a minor operation, could it be possible that
there's a certain nurse there, who can tell ?
Very little is heard from the Company Storemen lately,
could it be that the C/Sgt. has at last got them to work, or
are they subdued by the threat of guards now that the
Battalion are out of camp. L/Cpl. " Chris " Strachan is
to be seen quite regularly walking about in a peculiar white
uniform, could this be a new tropical dress, or does the
presence of the Company Commander's car plus tennis
racquets have any bearing on the case ?
With these questions still unanswered we close down
" The Hammers. "
1 Platoon
We start by saying farewell to Mr. Champion, who
leaves us for a course in England. On his return he will
be joining Sp. Coy. as M.M.G. Platoon Commander. We
wish him the very best of luck and hope that he does well
on his course.
The Platoon is once again at Pyla Detention Camp
doing guard duties and escorting visitors in to see the
detainees. Certain members of the Platoon quite enjoy
doing these escorts for it appears that some of the most
attractive women in Cyprus visit this camp. Just ask Cpl.
" Paddy " Hunter; he volunteers to stand at the gate all
day, where the parcels are weighed, to get a closer look at
them !

Just lately. Cpl. Ashdown, of 2 Platoon, has been seen
running around the Company Lines, hiding in tents, etc., one
glances in the opposite direction, and sure enough Mr.
Gibbs is apparent. Could it be the threat of Pyla Guard
that causes this disruption of peace in the Company Lines ?
Last, but not least, we say goodbye to Mr. Gibbs, who
leaves us for civvy street at the end of the month, we take
this opportunity to wish him farewell, and the very best
of luck. Gruff, morose voice from background, " He'll
be back. "
" The Champs. "
2 Platoon
Well this month we welcome our new Platoon Com
mander, Mr. Coles. He has a few Depot ideas but it is
hoped he will soon settle down.
We must also say goodbye and all the best in civvy
street to " Mr. " Fred Cordrey who has recently left us to
go on demob. He will sign on again for certain, we just
cannot do without Fred's " grumbling " to keep us going.
Pte. Holdcroft is away enjoying himself on a week's
Hotel Guard at Kyrenia. He was nominated for his smart
ness in turnout and bearing. For further proof that all the
" cream" is in 2 Platoon, an intelligent man, i.e. Pte
Stringer was also supplied by us for the job Arms Storeman.
Cpl. Ashdown and L/Cpl. Coleman have just com
pleted a tactical cadre and both are just waiting for the
chance to pass their knowledge on to their Platoon. They
consider mine laying to be the most important subject to
start with.
The whole Company are away at Pyla for two weeks
with " A " Company at present. We are told they are
having a wonderful time there, with plenty to do and with
no time on their hands with which to get bored.
3 Platoon
Another month of guard duties—and the 56/20s are
still here. At long last, however, it is believed that Archer,
Finnis, etc., will be leaving the Island with just 5 days to
do in the Army. Life will be very quiet without the
familiar hair style !
Government House Guard has come round once again,
and we trust that we have sent four of the smartest men in
the Platoon. Apart from one idledemobhappy (goodness
knows why) L/Cpl., and one equally idle batman, the re
mainder of the Platoon is once again guarding Plya Deten
tion Camp.
During our week in camp very little happened in the
way of training, but we did manage to have a night ambush
practice in which Mr. Johnstone and Cpl. Matthews
thoroughly enjoyed themselves simulating battle noises. If
the men in ambush had hit the targets it would have been
a great success.
That (in)famous " A" Company institution Messrs.
Champion and Johnstone, Ltd., is at last leaving the island
—or at least half of it, and to celebrate the occasion there
was a party for one and three Platoons, which ended by
being a Company party.
The cabaret programme included : Songs, " Sugar
Bush," Sgt. Woolgar; (unknown—anon.) Pte. Holdcroft;
Joke, Ha! Ho!, Sgt. Brown and Sgt. Tidy; another joke,
Sgt. Tidy and Sgt. Brown; yet another joke (not very
funny), Pte. Finnis; recitation, Pte. Clark 449; champagne
drinking race (disastrous results), Messrs. Champion and
Johnstone, Ltd.
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"C" COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
This month has followed much the same pattern as last.
Short periods of intensive training crammed in between not
so short periods of guard and warder duties at various
Detention Camps and the Central Prison.
Training has been concentrated on weapon training in
preparation for Annual Classification, and night ambush
training for the Company's selected " Poachers " on Laxia
Range. The Greener Gun Team spent all night there
perfecting the technique of lying up in ambush for hours on
end and firing in the brief time allowed when various targets
: atppeared. It was not just a question of learning how to
open fire quickly and effectively, but when not to open fire,
i.e., not getting jumpy on account of night noises and firing
when there was no proper target. No names, no pack drill!
We have barely had time to welcome 2/Lt. Scouller to
the Company before we have to say au revoir. After about
a fortnight commanding " B" PL, he was posted to 3 Bde.
as Assistant Camp Commandant. We wish him good luck
a[nd hope he enjoys his new duties. Sgt. Orsler is now
Sunray of 8 PI.
Two " C " Coy. stalwarts are leaving us this month:
Pte. Birdsall—the only man to play " Magic Moments " on
the Company Office typewriter (he was typing his own
demob, particulars at the time). Also L/Cpl. Gilkes, who
having looked after the Company Armoury for so long and
with such success, is now fully qualified for a top security
job at Harwell checking the working parts of HBombs.
We are gradually working through the Company Leave
Roster for the year and nearly everyone has now had some
leave. Golden Sands Leave Camp has been popular, but it
is surprising how many people have to be practically
detailed to go. The C.Q.M.S. has just returned from leave
and is in the process of taking over from the C.S.M., who
goes on leave on the 10th October, and a very wellearned
leave, too.
Mrs. Kill has very kindly made us some new Company
and Platoon Flags, and they look very smart flying from the
newlypainted flagpoles. Also the Company Commander's
Land Rover now flies two equally fine pennants.
At the time of writing we are down at Famagusta again
on attachment to 51 Bde. and on guard and warder duty at
" L" Detention Camp. The R.U.R. and 29 Field Regt.
have some stirring tales to tell us.

7 Platoon
The month of October has seen many changes in the
Platoon. We have lost some of our old hardies; L/Cpl.
Roger "Fish" Munden, Ptes. Stan Reddick and Dave
Drury have gone on demob. It was touch and go right up
to the end as to whether they would get off the Island, but
the 5620's left three days before their demob, date. We
wish them all the very best in civvy street, and hope they
will sometimes spare a thought for us still out here.
Pte. Ridden has taken over Drury's place as PI. Batman.
L/Cpl. John Wells has left us for the monastic life of
Post Cpl. and can now be seen staggering around the camp
carrying huge piles of food parcels. Pte. Davey has gone to
Brigade H.Q., but we hope this is only temporary and that
we shall have him back soon.
Our new arrivals from the latest draft consist of Ptes.
Read, Colegate, Harrington, Meopham and Gunn (no rela

tion to Ben Gunn, we are told). We welcome them to the
Platoon and hope they will have a long and happy stay
with us.
Although the weather has been very good lately, only
Sgt. Chitticks took advantage of it and took a spot of leave.
The Battalion Swimming Gala, which was held on the
22nd September, was quite a success for the Company and
Platoon. Although we were the only Rifle Company repre
sented, as the others were out of camp, we managed to get
Pte. Chalky White into the Battalion Team as a breast
stroker.
During the month we have been able to get a lot of
training done, in between guards. The Platoon went to the
Nicosia Central Prison for a week, and even managed to
keep all the prisoners in. When we returned to C.B.S. Camp
we were, of course, duty Company. But we did get out for
a little training at night on the range, and we had an interest
ing morning of AntiAmbush Drill.
Ptes. Johns and Taylor are at the moment training for
the Government House Guard, which takes place next week
(we have never seen them looking so smart).
At the time of writing we are once more in Famagusta,
on Guard Duties at the local detention camp. We expect
to return to Nicosia in a fortnight.
That is all for now; and we shall be writing again next
month.

8 Platoon
So many faces have come and gone, that it is time we
reviewed our " Order of Battle." Mr. Scouller, despairing
of ever making a good Platoon of us, decided to leave and
was spirited away to some "cushy" number at Bde.;
Sgt. Orsler has taken over as Platoon Commander and now
wears the new rank of millboard and permanent scowl.
Section Commanders remain much the same. Rocky
Lane, back from the land of long hair and jackets, is again
leading One Section. Tim Hayley is still listed as a perma
nent fixture and, in between visits to "B" Company and
the Cpls.' Mess, runs Two Section. Cpl. Hopwood has now
rejoined us from a successful Tactics Cadre and " Our Syd "
swears he saw " Hoppy " asking " Colours " for a new small
pack and Field Marshal's baton. Cpl. " Bloodhound"
Brown is still with us, when he can be found; right eye
watering, nose to the ground, he was last seen tracking his
way from the W.V.S. to the Beer Bar. L/Cpl. Bob Thorpe
has joined us from H.Q. Coy. Arms Store and is assisting in
suppressing mutiny in One Section.
" Marcus Beacus " Morton, alias Railway Dave, is still
with us and there is a horrible chance he may do something
right for a change. The " Heavenly Twins," Brian Singer
and Dave Jakes, are away at the moment guarding the
" Guvner." Pete Welch and Johnny Green have teamed up
together on the Bren Gun, and "Hawkeye" Green showed
the " young 'uns " how to fire. Sights down, head down,
eyes closed and let fly. He's now practising for an encore,
when he assures us he will hit the target. Pte. Jones has left
us to go and spoil in the cookhouse, and Bert Hodges is
reclining in luxury on guard duties at the Coeur De Lion
Hotel Kyrenia. Paddy Colling, acting like the proverbial
cat, has quietly crept away for a spell at Bde. Our " Oily "
has finally left us for the land of the free. Despite repeated
sabotage by Railway Dave, the last item was packed and
off went Oily. At the same time the elusiVe Harry Barge,
exPlatoon batman, was seen no more. We wish them
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Bravo, looking full of the joys of an English summer. Con
gratulations—well done.
Pte. Clark has left for a life of art in Civvy Street and
that gallant soldier " 4 Stars " is now a 4 Star Chipchop
per's chuckerinner, takerouter, wrapperupper, picker
upper. We are still waiting to hear from him, but no doubt
he is too wrapped up in the joys of life outside Cyprus.
Since we last wrote the vultures have flown from high
and low and behold two Corporals have appeared, namely
Cpl. Kemp (Mk. II Nasser) and Cpl. Close (the Phantom),
we have now got four full Corporals ! !
The concentration is looming larger and larger each
day—but more about that later.
Sgts. Hegarty and Rickwood can be seen any time,
any day, all day at the Guard Room organising vehicle
escorts and so life goes on.
Eight gunners have passed their test and can now
wear the " M.G. " badges—well done and the remainder be
warned.
" Cromwell. "
Mortar Platoon
The Platoon spent most of its time doing guards at
Ormaphita Police Station and F.B.S., where we managed
to persuade Kay Donnelly to play some of our favourite
records. These guards were a pleasant change from the
normal routine of camp life.
The long spell of duties was broken up, when we went
down with the Company to Morphou. Here we had an
excellent chance of putting into practice all that we had
learnt in theory.
While the Platoon Commander and Sgt. Mead were
making loud bangs and shifting huge chunks of the land
scape with a few explosives, the remainder of the Platoon

315

were forced to spend some considerable time wielding that
wonder of military construction—the Shovel G.S.
In the sporting world we more than ably played our
part. We were well represented in the Company Cricket
team, which, under the captaincy of Pte. Lawrence, reached
the Company final. Pte. Cronk proved himself a proficient
bat, while demon bowler Tipple claimed many viclims,
bowled or incapacitated. Cpl. Phillips, Ptes. Burden Lane
and Jeffrey also played well.
Although the Company was last in the InterCompany
Swimming Championships, Ptes. Beresford, Lane, Tipple
and Cronk should be congratulated for their fine efforts in
their events.
Both Ptes. Barrett and Lyon have now left us. Pte.
Jeffrey has now joined "A" Company and Pte. Burden
has now joined the elite Company H.Q., while at the time
of writing, Pte. Lawrence has now decided to take yet
another spell of local leave (in camp).
Anti-Tank Platoon
This month has been a period of training, where all
members of the Platoon have taken and passed with flying
colours their "L" Badges. This is not surprising, for
during the time that we have been at C.B.S. we have used
five different types of antitank gun. This training was
interrupted by periods of I.S. work in which we were very
successful, apart from a couple of cases of " mal de mer."
At the moment we are very anxiously awaiting the
return of L/Cpl. McConnell, who is on leave in the U.K.
We want to see if their is any change in him, for while
on leave he took the fateful step; congratulations from us
all. Swift is also away on leave, soon to return with a

AntiTank Platoon
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Blighty colour and plenty of subsidary rations for us stay
athomes.
The photographs are of the members of the Platoon,
including Rastus, Delia, Orphelia and Nob, our guineapig
racers, now old and well established mates.
On Sevastopol Day we were again in the limelight with
our platoon stall, a race track in which the above members
took a most active and willing part, heaping more glory
on the platoon by winning us the coveted " Best Stall of
the Day " prize.
At the moment we are continuing the good work, so
from the rechristened Bats, Cherrio.
Mobats.
v

H.Q. COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.
Yet another month has rolled past and yet another
grey hair has been added to many a head and wrinkles to
many a brow.
It was intended to present a sort of compo Peyton
Place—Type expose, whereby the lid would be lifted off a
small, midwestern dept. i.e. Coy. H.Q. and the real truth
would be told at last. However, when the lid was lifted
off, the real truth turned out to be so shocking that it was
instantly slammed back on again. So instead the usual
" Mothers' Weekly " edition is again presented.
The weather is still quite warm and it still refuses
with typical woggish stubborness, to rain. Dust lies inches
thick everywhere (except the C.S.M.'s table) and smothers
everything when the wind blows. Another interesting phe
nomenon which cccurrs on this horrible Island is a little
spiral of wind called a " dustdevil." This, so 1 am told, is
composed of two currents of air, which meet and twirl
round like iceskaters and then proceed across country
sherbet dollop and sucks up everything which isn't nailed
down. When it strikes the Coy. Office panic reigns, and
the Little People hurl themselves about, trying to hold
down flying bits of bumph. But as it has been noted that
only the most important secret, confidential and restricted
stuff is sucked up into the sky and scattered all over
Nicosia, they don't bother any more.
The promised miracle has occurred and one bright,
shiny morning a spanking new tent arrived, and a handful
cf those faithful, industrious souls the Drummers turned up
to help us " stick 'er up." The C.S.M. said that he was
busy, but as we knew all about tents we could lace it
together and put it in position, whereupon he disappeared
into his tent to continue C.S.M.ing. We duly laced up the
new tent and struck the old one. I am sure that tears
would have sprung from many eyes at the loss of this old
friend if it had not been such a leaky, useless old hulk.
Then, sure in the knowledge of the C.S.M.'s confidence, we
were about to erect this gargantuan mass of sailcloth and
string when the C.S.M. popped out. Much wrath and gnash
ing teeth ensued, and then we were informed, with typical
Northern charm, that the tent was laced up all wrong. It
was instantly unlaced and replaced properly and the C.S.M.
disappeared once more. Then the poles were put in, the
C.S.M. popped out again, more gnashing of teeth, the
poles were put in differently and the C.S.M. disappeared
again. Now a scene was enacted that must have been
reminiscent of that at Luxor when the Great Pyramid was

erected; gangs of sweating men hauled on ropes and the
clumsy mass staggered upright. When it was at last per
pendicular (albeit totteringly) the ropes were fastened and
the lads all gazed proudly at their handywork. A scream
ing bellow nigh knocked tent and " putters up," down
again and we were informed in no uncertain terms that
the ropes weren't lashed properly. No need, I am sure,
to .go through the same tedious recital that accompanied
the hooking on of the walls and bringing in of the furni
ture, but at last all was completed, the weary Drummers
retreated covered in glory, and the Little People sank back
with a sigh.
The Coy. Stores, still under the able leadership of our
veteran "Colour Bloke," R. Barton, Esq., Logical Positivist,
thrives in its usual business of flatly refusing blankets, bed
ding, laundry or anything else. L/Cpl. Thorpe has left
the Arms Store for a life of ease in a Rifle Coy. and
L/Cpl. Jim Walker has taken over. The faithful Owly still
roosts in the rafters and keeps a weather eye open for
mice.
The Coy Office is now nearing another change. ...
" Must hurry or I will miss the plane!!"
Quote from our revered Records Clerk, L/Cpl. Stan
ley (5620) who has at last collected his movement docus,
retiring to the depths of the Coy. Office firmly clutching
them with both hands to mutter strange incantations about
his beloved Dartford. We feared that the moment had
been too much for him but he appeared at last with a far
away look in his eyes which seemed to say, "Dartford,
I'm acomin'! !" All the best for the future, Mr. Stanley.
The Coy. Comd. continues to deal with his many and
varied tasks with amazing energy. On a certain occasion,
Major Crumplin, while looking through his IN Tray, came
across one of the three, or is it four, feline animals which
have made their abode in the Coy. Office. The look of in
dignation which appeared on this cat's face had to be seen
to be believed, when, after being gently prodded into
moving, saw a giant size packet of dog biscuits moved
into the vacated space. (Readers are hereby informed that
they should not be led into believing that the O.C.'s Office
is being turned into an animal sanctuary).
As many and varied are the strange requests made
of the Coy. Office staff, i.e. lettuce sandwiches, two point
plugs, etc., it came as no great surprise when someone
came in and asked for a box of saxophones!! To date
this must rate as the most unusual request, easily surpass
ing all others, and it is to be wondered what the next one
will be.
The Coy Office now thrives under the boon of a new
clerk in the form of Pte. Roger Stannard, whom we wish
well, etc., in his stay with us. His passion for dogs is likely
to be the ruin of us as we have found it tough supporting
the aforementioned members of the feline species let alone
a motley crew of pooches.
Pte. "Dell" Curd is now hobbling around with a
large bandage covering his right knee, the result of a collis
ion, when playing football, between himself and a very
large member of " D " Coy. 1 Para. Regt. Congratulations
to a combined HQ toy. Team who won this gama 4—2.
Rumour has it that this is the first time in three years that
they have been beaten. The match was ably refereed by the
C.S.M., whose first game of a no doubt busy season this
was.
The Company Orderly Sgt., Cpl. " gonking thing"
Farnfield continues to manage to produce fatigue men
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from an ever dwindling supply, but there appears no end
to the numbers required from him. As each fatigue party
is found he thinks knowingly to himself of the 25th Octo
ber, 1958, when he hopes to embark on H.T. "Devonshire"
en route to U.K. and demob. Until then he satisfies himself
by erasing each day from the calendar with a convincing
stroke from his red pencil.
As the last of the typewriter ribbon slips slowly from
the reel, we say farewell to yet another episode in the life cf
the Little People.
" consummatum est."
M.T. Section

As the month of August slid into the past, so, in agree
ment with our calendars, the month of September came
into being. And now it is the end of September and time
for the section scribe to wax eloquent upon the deeds and
misdeeds of the "Campbell Transport Company Inc."
Our most recent addition of trainee drivers, under
the careful tuition of L/Cpl. "Dell" Perrin and Pte.
" Rocky " Lane, have progressed extremely well and have
graduated from mere codrivers, into real honesttogood
ness drivers and a few of them now have motors of their
own. One of them, Pte. Jeffery almost threw a pink fit
when he saw his motor for the first time. For some weeks
it has been in the unit L.A.D., in a million and one differ
ent pieces. He has, with the help of Cfn. Cater, now re
built it into a four wheeled wagon which vaguely resembles
a Landrover.
The R.E.M.E. section, under their new leader Sgt.
"Mickey" Manders have been up to their eyes in work.
So much so, that even " Dinger " Bell was known to soil
his hitherto delicate, white digits, by doing "Just a little bit
of graft." The latest statistics, from L/Cpl. Love, show
that we now have most of our wagons on the road. How
ever, there are still a few littering the unit L.A.D. and the
Bde. Workshops. We were all well pleased with cur
vehicle state, until George Lewis somewhat violently dis
mantled one Bedford R.L. He has promised not to give a
repeat performance as it is a wee bit too expensive.
After a lot of hard wangling by the M.T.O., the whole
section managed to get a few hours rest from the usual
routine of camp life. We all went off on a dual purpose
scheme just to prove that work and play do mix. Whiist
giving the trainees' an insight into Crosscountry driving,
they were also shown the R.E.M.E. section at work on
recovery. The latter part of the schedule caused the best
laugh of the day: "We shall, now," said Sgt. Manders,
" Winch this 3 tonner up this steep drop." All went well
until the aforementioned vehicle reached the brink, because
thereupon the Karrier Winch refused to pull and the
wagon balanced precariously upon its (The wagons, not
the brinks or Karriers) chassis. The front wheels overhung
the drop and the rear two were suspended just out cf
reach of terra firma.
Needless to say the vehicle was
eventually " Recovered."
When the afternoons occupations ended, we retreated
to the beach just outside of Dhekelia, for our evening meal.
This was served, most admirably, by Sgt. " George"
Brown, aided and abetted by Chef "Spud" Taylor. To
their raucous cries of " Buckshee chips, eggs and grapes,"
some members of the section enjoyed a. midnight swim,
occasionally beaching themselves for a quick mouthful of
" Georges Gorgeous Grub."
So much for that and back now to the serious things
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in life, like demob for instance! This month we lost only
two members of our clan, these being, firstly Pet. "Maisie"
Maynard, who for some weeks had been wandering aim
lessly around in a daze counting the days, in gleeful antici
pation of passing into a Better World Hereafter. The
other " Pete " (call me Mister) Gray from the R.E.M.E.
section. We wish them the usual pleasantries and get back
to ticking off our own Days, Months, Years or Decades
None of these units of time need apply to " nearly Mister "
Tony Riley, who is down among the hours but still has
not been given the information so dear to his heart.
We now turn our thoughts to the sporting life in our
little group. We supplied eleven members of the victorious
HQ1 Swimming team and nine members of the again vic
torious HQ1 Cricket team. Our athletic type A/M.T.O.,
Mr. Colegate, lead the swimmers whilst L/Cpl. "Johnny
get the runs" Soldan took time off from answering the
phone, to captain the Cricket team. To all those who took
part in the sporting activities we say a very hearty: Well
done lads.
During the month, quite a few of the boys have been
on leave to various points East and North. Some went to
Golden Sands (not to be confused with Q fever white
Sands, of the Docs office) and some even managed a return
ticket to Blighty. One of those who went to England took
the step of getting himself married. So we shall end on
a piece of advice for any married soldier who may read
these notes.
A good husband is one who washes up when asked
and dries up when told.
If you have read this far, well done and thank you.
Mekon Fans Inc.
The Battalion Orderly Room
September has been a month of general tidying up.
catching up, and getting fed up. Everything, as far as the
Orderly Room has been concerned, has been back to nor
mal. No longer have we been dragged out of bed in the
middle of the night to rush around Cyprus on the back of
a lorry. Instead we have been able to get our much needed,
and in our opinion at least, wellearned rest, although
there have been certain things to annoy us all the same.
Return to camp brought the inevitable return to "Bull."
Company Commander's inspections, and C.O.'s inspections,
have alternately blighted each and every weekend right
through the month. Every Friday afternoon has been taken
up with polishing of brasses and the blancoing of packs.
To cap it all, almost all the inspections have, for one reason
or another, failed to take place. But still, such is life, we
keepi our stiff upper lips and grin and bear it.
Despite the general tendency of this month to lag, it
has had its moments, one of which was Sevastopol Day.
For some days before the event the Orderly Room looked
like a cross between a carpenter's shop and a drawing office.
All the work paid off on the night, however, and we were
able to pay a fair sum of money into the P.R.I, funds,
even though our stall didn't win a prize.
We have welcomed a new lamb into the fold this
month (if he will forgive the expression). He is rather a
large lamb, however, as he stands.about six feet two in his
little cotton seeks (Bless 'em). The size of his stature is
equalled only by the size of the enormous length of time
he has got to do, a mere twenty months or so. Pte. Hanna
ford is the name, and he has taken over the job of filing

clerk from Pte. " Pluto" Bates, who is feeling quite lost
now, as he has never done any job except filing since he
came into the Orderly Room about ten months ago.
" Pluto" now spends his time doing all sorts of odd
" scives" around the office, apparently under the (false)
impression that he hasn't got long enough to do to learn a
new job. Perhaps he just couldn't care less at the moment,
as he is going on leqve to the U.K. in a months time.
Pte. Hannaford takes the place of Pte. Kemp, who has
now left us and gone into " D " Company Office to show
them how to run it. We still see him every so often, how
ever, when he comes up to collect the " bumph," and also
in the evenings when he comes and challenges members of
the staff to games of table tennis, monopoly, or chess.
Pte. Roffe (known as " Liz," all good typists are girls)
has gone all studious of late, and is to be seen earnestly
studying thick dusty volumes, written by historians, and
known as History Books. His studies entail his attendance
at a course being held at 53 A.E.C., and it is thought that
his motive for studying is not to enable him to pass his
exams, but merely to enable him to get out of camp in the
evenings and to drive round Nicosia in a Landrover, a
pastime which he enjoys very much. However, we shall
await his exam results before we pass any final comment
on that.
Hank.
Signal Platoon
From an operational point of view this has been a
quiet month, with no major disruptions. Because of this
a great deal has been done to improve the standards both
of men and materials.
Having classified, another seven signallers have joined
the wealthy ranks of the " Three Star Men," and the junior
N.C.O.'s are receiving more instruction in advanced signal
ling. As we go to press, they are being initiated into the
mysteries of wireless and aerial theory, and Methods of
Instruction. The tent lines resound with such words as
"Heterodyning," "Propogation," and "Maximum Activity."
It's rumoured that L/Cpl. Atkinson thought that hetero
dyning was an obscure medical treatment, but he knows
better now. . . or so we hope. Delving into the inner
workings of sets, under the eagle eye, and sometimes scorn
ful tongue, of Cpl. Ingram, seems to be a most popular
pastime, especially when L/Cpl. Bradbury tries to detect
a 19set fault with a 62set chart! ! The wear and tear on
sets is negligible, we're sure, but we cannot say the same
for the C/Sgt.s' nerves.
Congratulations are due to our boss, now Captain
C. L. Tarver. In addition to his Pronto duties, he is some
times called upon to act as O.C. HQ Coy. This can lead
to peculiar situations, such as when he wrote a strong let
ter of protest to O.C. HQ Coy. and then had to deal with
it himself. We've heard that talking to oneself is one of
the first signs . . . .'nuff said.
Much to L/Cpl. Hoff's disgust, Soccer is with us again,
and a couple of practice matches have been played, inclu
ding one against a depleted Sp. side which we won. There's
some talent in the platoon, but it'll need licking—or kick
ing—into shape. Cpl. Knapp, our halftame storeman,
has been appointed Batallion Team Captain ; well done.
Some research has been going on into aerials, but
suddenly Cpl. Ingram abandoned a promising Project" X "
. . . something to do with haircuts we hear, but can't quite
see the connection.
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In closing, we bid farewell to L/Cpl. Sneller and Pte.
Wilson who have finished their Mediterranean holiday and
are going to the Brtish weather in Suits, Lightweight, Civi
lian, N.S. Men for the envy of. And the best of luck!
Quartermaster's Staff

The Quartermaster's Department has been very busy
over the past month, the Pioneers in particular being busy
on various jobs. One very skilful one which they have
all been doing is breaking up old boxes. The C.O.'s
Sputnik has once again been in for overhaul and is now
back on the road. One member of the Pioneer shop has
a big job on, he is to make new Pace Sticks for all the
Warrant Officers in the Batallion ; by the time he has
finished he will look like a Pace Stick.
This month we have said goodbye to two of our staff,
Ptes. Bonner and Morey, both of whom are now
demobbed. We have also welcomed two new additions to
the staff, Ptes. Vickers and Maseeder. The Quartermaster
has now returned from his leave which he spent on the
island. Sgt. Shields is at present enjoying a hard earned
break, and is taking the Q.M.'s advice and keeping well
clear of the camp. We are all pleased to hear that Cpl.
Marchant is now out of hospital, and we look forward
to his return to work. The R,Q.M.S. has been very busy
over the past few weeks arranging new tentage throughout
the camp before the rains come.
We are now looking forward to our winter sporting
activities after a very good ending to the summer season,
several members of the staff did well at swimming. Two
members joined with the M.T. section in a combined
cricket team, and did well in winning the company compe
tition, beating Support Coy. by 8 wickets in the final. This
winter we are entering both a football and basketball team
in the companies competitions.
Before finishing these notes 1 must mention a sport
in which our members have been, and still are very active,
it is called FATIGUES, and even as 1 am typing this, 7
out of 8 of our Pioneers are busily engaged in them.
" Oh well," such is life.
Cheerio all.
The Quartermongers.

SERGEANTS' MESS
As summer slowly wends it weary way to distant
lands, the nights draw in and the dew settles before closing
time. Healthy, tanned men can be seen scampering away
to their tents, battening down, lacing up and sorting out
their winter woollies. The cold nights have descended upon
us, much to the annoyance of our entertainments commit
tee, who have now to restrict their activities to the confines
of the ante room. Our first indoors gathering was on
Saturday, when we invited some mess members of 1 East
Surrey to join us. The atmosphere was very cosy and
friendly. (It had to be, we were sitting on each other's laps).
If it had not been that half the Battalion were away con
trolling the Cypriot community, I am afraid we would
have been "Three deep in the queues." As it was, things
turned out very well, our guests doing justice to the Home
Counties' motto, " Drink until you drowned." With much
" pushing and shoving " we did manage to clear a space
for dancing and had ourselves a session of hop, skip and
jump. The evening ended happily with no broken bones.

During the evening, fond farewells were said to Sgt. Don
and Mrs. Skelding, who left us the following day to add
weight to the depot staff. Don was presented with his
Tankard by R.S.M. Parker, with, of course, the appropriate
speeches intermingled with the tears. We trust The Skeld
ings had a pleasant journey home and settled down to their
new life in the more pleasant surroundings at Maidstone.
There is no truth in the rumour that the baby cried out in
fright when she saw Don in his beret.
Sgt. Paddy Quinn now assumes the duties of copperin
chief and we trust he will carry on the good work in the
true Quinn Style.
Recently we had to turn down an application for
honorary membership of a certain Mr. C., owing to his
officer status. It is said he spent more time in the mess
than some of our own members. Regularly at 2300 hours
he could be seen wending his way wearily to the bar to
collect the takings. In fact, it became such a habit that two
members used to wait at the door to assist him. I still
cannot understand what is meant by the greetings he
received, such as, "Take five, sir." I think he understood
though.
It is with regret I have to announce that some of our
members will soon be losing their cars. Mrs. Parker, Sim
monite, Patterson and many others are learning to drive.
Once they pass their tests, 1 am afraid the menfolk have
had it. They can't grumble, they have had a fair crack
of the whip.
Many members are now moving to cheaper and better
houses, which are now in abundance. Sgt. Bob Hope was
undecided for a time. The house he was contemplating
taking had such a small bedroom he would have had no
room for his Lambretta. The house won and the Lambretta
sold, now he has to walk to bed.
Latest specialist weapon acquired by S.P. Coy. is a
Derringer pistol. This is a Company H.Q. weapon and
C.S.M. Bunny Warren can now be seen shooting imaginary
enemies. Through his hat, under his legs and out of his
wallet. If he keeps on with his keen imagination, they
are likely to issue him with a real one.
Sgt. Colin McGowan, having taken over messing, has
done much to improve our lot. His version of " Nassi
goring," " Spaghetti Napoli," although not as made by the
natives of Malaya and Italy, certainly earned the admira
tion of the dining members. Unfortunately he boobed
when he produced for Sgt. Rickwood's late meal, " a
refrigerated roast dinneF." He finishes messing today.

HAYNES
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C/Sgts. Dick Barton, RossGower and Sgt. Rickwood
are trying out a new gag to get more leave. They are
going round camp with a large bag each and if they see
anyone saving time in any way they collect the time saved
and store it in their bags. The object is to collect enough
time and present it to their C.O.'s, in exchange for leave.
Their aim is 29 days each for Christmas. Fortunately for
the remainder of the Battalion, they are not violent, yet.
O.R.Q.M.S. Les Marshall has launched his Christmas
draw campaign, and the sale of tickets to date is satis
factory. He hopes to make an alltime record of sales
this year. Here's hoping, Les.
C/Sgt. Stan and Mrs. Johnson recently returned from
their holidays in Italy looking very well. Stan looked most
debonair in his Italian cut suit, but the effect was spoilt
by the spaghetti hanging from his ears. Not to worry,
Stan, we will put you on a compo diet, and fetch you back
to normal.
We all offer our heartiest congratulations this month to :
(1) C/Sgt. Ray and Mrs. Partridge on the birth of their
daughter; (2) Sgt. Tom and Mrs. Vale on their increase by
a son. Both these children were only babies when they
were born, but are growing up fast. (3) Sgt. Wally Woolgar
on his C.I.C. certificate award. Good work, Wally. (4)
C.S.M. Slim Simmonite on the loss of a bad tooth. (5)
Sgt. Manders on joining the Regiment as R.E.M.E. V.M.
I have been asked often why the mess notes are not
signed. Henceforth and from now on, I shall sign off with
Ugh !
THE YEAR'S SPORT
The Battalion has now been in Nicosia for a year and,
although a large proportion of our time has inevitably been
devoted to Internal Security work in all its forms, we have,
nevertheless, found time to make a name for ourselves in
the field of sport.
The following is a resume of some of our achievements.
Rugger: (a) Winners of Brigade InterUnit Compe
tition; (b) Runnersup Army Inter Unit Competition; (c)
Army v. RjA.F.—2 nd Lt. T. K. Colegate, L/Cpl.
Humphreys.'
Athletics: (a) Winners of Brigade InterUnit Compe
tetion; (b) Runnersup Army Inter Unit Competition; (c)
Army v. R.A.F.—Capt. C. S. Clarke.
Cricket: (a) Winners of Brigade InterUnit Compe
tition; (b) Afmy v. R.A.F.—Capt. S. R. O'R. Shearburn.
Boxing: (a) Winners of Brigade InterUnit Compe
tition.
Squash.: (a) Winners of Brigade InterUnit Compe
tition.
Badminton : (a) Winners of Brigade InterUnit Doubles;
(b) Runnersup Army InterUnit Doubles; (c) Army v.
R.A.F.—Capt. C. S. Clarke.
Tennis: (a) Runnersup Army InterUnit Doubles—
Capt. C. S. Clarke, L/Cpl. Strachan.
Golf: Runnersup Cyprus District—Major M. G. M.
Archer (76 gross).
4

"Pa, I'm going to be a detective. Can you tell me
a good disguise ? "
" Aye, wash your face."

4th

5th BATTALION

Battle Honours of World War II
a.
xjfflggga

OCTOBER
EL ALAMEIN, 1942: 4th & 5th Battalion.
. TERMOLI, Italy, 1943: 6th Battalion.
SAVIO BRIDGEHEAD, Italy, 1944: 1st
«L HOh
Battalion.
MONTE PIANOERENO, Italy, 1944: 5th
Battalion.
MONTE SPADURO, Italy, 1944 : 6th
Battalion.
We are introducing a new feature. Each month we
propose to head the text with the names of the Battle
Honours of'World War II, the anniversary of which falls
in the month of publication. We then select one of the
Honours in the list and ask someone who was actually
present at the Battle to write us a short article about it.
What we have in mind is not a straight forward account
of the Battle, which anyone can read in the Regimental
History, but an account of some aspect or incident from
personal experience, .not necessarily having a direct bear
ing on the course of the Battle, which has not found its
way into official history.
Our first story, vwe believe, admirably sets the tone we
had in mind When planning this feature. It is contributed
by Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates, D.S.O., M.C., who commanded
the 6th Battalion in Italy. He tells the story of " Gully
House " during the Battle of Monte Spaduro, better known
to the 6th Battalion as Acqua Salata. All who took part
in the action in this area remember it as one of the tough
est and most unpleasant periods passed by the Battalion in
the Italian Campaign.
Fire and Movement
OU got used to Acqua Salata after a while; not that
it improved on acquaintance, but discomfort is relative
and slit trenches are deeper and safer after three weeks
occupation. The Battalion slipped into position without
enthusiasm, their minds more concerned with the safety of
the mules carrying the rum ration than with harrying the
enemy.
Division had been giving the general situation some
serious thought; an academic effort not always desirable
to the infantryman in forward positions. Corps HQ may
have expressed some slight disappointment at our limited
success in those infernal hills although, as the Germans
were comfortably stemming the efforts of two Allied
Armies, this "attitude scarcely seemed credible. But plans
to conquer the mountains and to break out into the valley
beyond were energetically discussed and Division was busy
with paper and pencil and map, anxiously waiting for a
few days of dry weather to translate their dreams into
reality. Meantime, detailed location maps must be passed
up the chain to Army HQ, and an outpost line—probably
drawn rather optimistically—suddenly became a " no
retreat" line. Then we discovered to our dismay that
Division had published an order naming our little house—
Gully House—on the forward slope of Monte del Verro
as vital to the Divisional defensive layout; a springboard
for our next bound forward.
This was quite absurd and we protested to Brigade;
but it was useless and we were brusquely told that a pla
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toon would have to garrison the wretched place and defend
it to the last. We had long recognised the futility of the
position and had not permitted more than a section to
occupy the building ; in truth there was little enough room
in the place for even six or seven men. But on this occasion
an officer and nearly twenty men slipped over the brink
of the hill and in ones and twos made their way to the
house.
It was not an amusing relief. Less than fifty yards
away two German posts could hear, and very nearly see all
that was going on and they opened up with machine guns
and fired over a few grenades to make the platoon feel at
home. A few hours later, in the bleak halflight of dawn,
they attacked from two sides.
It is difficult to say who was the more confused by this
operation. The platoon was alert enough and fired back
resolutely, which was no more than the enemy could ex
pect. But a third force materialised in the shape of a carry
ing party, laden with supplies for Gully House. They had
missed their way earlier in the night and had not planned
to become involved in activity of this sort. Nevertheless,
they joined in and then conducted a withdrawal which was
a good deal more dignified than the helterskelter of the
attacking Germans.
The success of this small engagement upset the enemy
and during the following days they brought heavy and
effective fire down on our main positions and caused quite
a few casualties. Another sortie was made against Gully
House fortyeight hours later and there was a brief battle
royal in the Courtyard. Later the building was flayed with
heavy machinegun fire but the garrison stood up to the
treament well and returned the compliment with interest.
However, we were more and more convinced of the lunacy
of subjecting a platoon to this sort of treatment, for the
dubious privilege of holding a position that was tactically
unsound. We said so not once but several times—but the
little red flag at Army HQ was there to stay and so were
we.
There was nothing exceptional about the morning of
November 17th, 1944, but a relief was expected that night
so perhaps it seemed a little brighter for that reason. And
there is no doubt that the weather promised well because
we were told that aerial photographs would be taken in
preparation for the next attack. At 11 o'clock two German
stretcher bearers approached Gully House* but were shooed
away by the occupants, Then an unusual tranquillity
descended upon the entire sector. Corned beef and tea
were .peacefully consumed and the time was drifting
pleasantly along when someone noticed that Gully House
had suddenly belched out a cloud ofsmoke.
At once rumours spread and in quick succession it was
said that the Germans had shelled the place; then, because
of the drone of planes overhead, that a stray bomb had
landed on the roof; and finally that it was the opening
gambit of a major enemy attack. By the time we had
digested these titbits of information, it was only too clear
that Gully House was on fire. A giant spiral of smoke
rose slowly beyond Monte del Vorro and the forward
company decided to stop any monkey business by calling
on the gunners to put down defensive fire just forward of
the building. The Germans added to the confusion by
machine gunning indiscriminately and eventually, when the
inside of the house had become an inferno, out of the back
windows tumbled the platoon ; in penny packets they clam
bered desperately up the hill to the shelter of their main
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company positions. None of this escaped the watchful
eyes of the enemy and MG 42's. stuttered away, but by
good luck the smoke from the fire obscured their view
and the entire garrison reached safety with three slight
casualties, £11 as a result of burns.
The fire really had a grip by now and fifteen minutes
later a loud explosion signalled the distruction of several
boxes of grenades and the initial demolition of Gully
House. A really splendid afternoon's work.
The platoon were rather shamefaced about the affair.
Apparently one member had been rash enough to light a
homemade petrol burner in a room stuffed to the ceiling
with straw. Most of the men were resting at the time so
that after the offender had wasted valuable time trying
ineffectively to quench the flames alone, the alarm came
too late for the platoon to prevent the fire from spreading.
But in spite of the seriousness of the matter from the point
of discipline everyone was thoroughly happy.
The epilogue was only just. On the following morn
ing, Division handed out a fresh batch of air photographs
and there for all to see, was Gully House blazing merrily.
Several months were to pass before the photographs
became obsolete.
Baptism in the Ring
Readers of the Kent Messenger may have noticed that
Padre John Robinson has been in the news. He assisted
recently at a Christening held in the Circus ring, a tradi
tional and picturesque ceremony among circus folk, at
which were present many of the Circus animals as well as
friends and relations of the proud parents. One of the God
mothers, we learn, wore spangles and fishnet tights. The
Kent Messenger photograph, which accompanied the
report, relieves the anxieties of anyone not present by
showing our padre in orthodox ecclesiastical garb.
Comings and Goings
We report with regret that the economy axe cut in to
the Establishment of our Permanent Staff. On the fast day
of September Captain Phil Goodwin handed over his Im
prest account, the keys of the safe and his intray (empty
as it happened) to the Training Major and has gone off to
pack for Cyprus.
Weddings
We extend our hearty congratulations and good wishes
for their future happiness to: —
. Captain Charles Innes and his bride, formerly Miss
Elisabeth Archer,
Lieut. Mike Nyron and his bride, formerly Miss
Gillian Haverson on their recent weddings.
Invalids
We are sorry to hear that Major John Large will not
this year head the list, as he usually does, of the scores on
annual classification.
He is now languishing in the Kent & Sussex Hospital
recovering from a major operation. He is reported to be
making satisfactory progress, but slowly. We hope that it
will not be long before he will again be heard blowing
Reveille at an Officers Mess Party.
Visitors
Our visitors during September included:—r .
Capt. J. Aspinall, who has taken over from Capt. Ian
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Hart with 44 Div. Provost Company, R.M.P., called to
make our acquaintance.
Major Duggie Lee, Divisional Catering Advisor, who
had enquiries to make about the possibility of his son
joining the Battalion as a Volunteer. He also signed in as
an Honorary Member of the Mess.
Captain or Colonel or KnightatArms A. N. Other,
whose signature we cannot read, from Home Counties
District. We can only hope he got what he came for.
Annual Classification

Range practices have formed the main corporate acti
vity of the Battalion. There was a time last year when the
Training Major said he would slay away from the Range
in future, because he always seemed to arrive just as it
started raining. He has done better this year. All the days
chosen for shooting have turned out fine: one Sunday
must surely have been the hottest day of the year. Another
feature of the range practices has always been the facility
with which the Quartermaster's Department manage to for
get something. They haven't yet failed to produce ammu
nition, but once we found ourselves with no armourer's kit
and once with all the tools, cramps, punches and drifts
(whatever they are) but no foresights. This year we had a
No. 1 Cooker, petrol, cans of water, tea, sugar and milk,
but, alas, no containers. Luckily our caretaker Charlie
May had thoughtfully provided a case of his own particu
lar brand of ammunition, so the day was saved.
As for the shooting, we have not yet been able to col
late all the scores so will defer comment, one way or the
other, until next month.

ing though he found Burton beer nothing can beat the
home brew.
* The Editor must keep up his policy of insisting on his
contributors verifying their references. NOT " fields " but
"woods" is what Milton wrote—Ed.

" B " COMPANY
We had a good attendance for training this month.
Apart from Civil Defence, some time was spent brushing
up Signals procedure. The Company was also well repre
sented on the 21st at the LMG Classification shoot at
Shoreham. Conditions were good and despite a crowded
programme, everyone enjoyed themselves.
We welcome to the Company this month Pte. Avon,
exCanadian Army, and Gnr. Nut tall, who hails from the
Isle of Man. We really are beginning to feel quite inter
national. We hope their service with " B " Company will
be long and happy.
It is with the greatest regret that we also have to say
farewell to two of our members. W.O. II "Johno"
Johnson is leaving us after ten years of being a tower of
strength. His leadership will not only be missed in the
military field but no longer shall we jump to it when his
command " Eyes down Look in " rings out at our social
gatherings. However, although he has had to resign for
family reasons we hope to see him at the T.A. Centre often
in the future. To L/Cpl. Shcarn we say good luck, and
hope to see him also at the T.A. Centre.

" C " COMPANY
"A"

COMPANY

We all extend our earnest sympathy to Major J. L.
Large during his sojourn in hospital and hope that his
stay there will be short and that he will soon be lit and
amongst us again.
Those of the Company who fired at Shoreham range
on the 21st September were rewarded by fine weather and
good shooting.
Exercise Rhino Trek did not share the benefit of fine
weather and a very thick hide was found necessary by
those taking part in order to keep all the damp out, but
morale remained high despite this. The enemy proved all
too elusive for Captain Watson, Mr. Sutton, C.S.M.
Hughes, C/Sgt. Smith, D/M Boulton, L/Cpl. Crayford
and Ptes. Southwick, Williams, Hales and Mansfield.
However Sgt. Cavanagh rooted out a nest of "fifth column"
agents. We believe his technique comes from close obser
vation of his Boxer Bulldog when ratting, and in recom
pense for the lessons he has learnt from the dog, he is
putting it through a course of small arms training.
Sgt. Maume has now returned to harness, with nothing
to show for his long vacation but a bunch of hops on the
wall. He is compiling an" Autobiography of a P.S.I.,"
based on the style of James Joyce and hopes to have it
published in time for next St. Patrick's Day.
Mr. Parslow is at the Depot, serving his attachment
in lieu of annual camp and rumours have reached us that
sausages are in great demand in the cook house and
NAAFI icecream takings have doubled.
Sgt. Taylor decided to take his holiday in fresh *fields
and pastures new in the Midlands and reports that interest

The postcamp slump has finished with great activity
in the Company. We have visited Shoreham Ranges twice
to fire LMG and rifle practice and classification and cer
tain members have endured the hazards of the Sussex
countryside on Exercise " Rhino Trek." Evening parades
have "hotted up"; emphasis being placed on WT Training
with the 3.5 RL and 94(E) Grenade which we are firing
in October at Dibgate and Arpinge.
Company HQ is getting " feverish " with activity to
do with the Sevenoaks Urban District Council's Civic and
Press Reception for the T.A. in November and the pro
posed foli.owup Recruiting/Publicity Drive. This will
mean a great amount of work for Coy. HQ and indeed for
Battalion HQ who have now become involved.
In the meanwhile Captain Duggan has gone for a six
week's business visit to the U.S.A., although judging by the
number of Social appointments he has made not too much
work will be done! (We hope his firm does not read this).
C.S.M. Jones has finished his two week's extra Camp
at the Depot and now looks a very military Postman again.
Certain members of the Company who were on
" Rhino Trek " are contemplating emigration to the Horse
bridge area of Sussex One in particular enjoyed several
late night cups of tea and cocoa, supplied by a beautiful
popsy—who stayed to talk and who eventually had to be
called in by her mother!
Shooting results were not too bad considering the
weather and difficulties involved this year—the Coy. Com
mander being the best rifle shot in the Company and Sgt.
Ebbs the best LMG shot. Our younger and less experi
enced volunteers shot very well indeed.
C.S.M. Baker has been busy working on Regular
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Officers' Promotion Examinations, he had some very pithy
remarks to make about some who lost themselves on one
journey to a Map Reference.
We are sorry that Mr. Randall has again been under
the medics with our old friend " Bill Harzia." He is about
again now and we hope to continue to share him with "A"
Company for many years to come.
We now look forward to (a) Dibgate (b) Arpinge (c)
Reception by U.D.C. and (d) Recruiting Campaign.
The Company Commander is missing Arpinge this
year for the first time and in his place we hope to welcome
Major Brock (Ed. please note). We expect we will have
the usual cooperation from Batallion HQ for this trek—
we might even get a few surplus rockets.

" D " COMPANY
There is not very much to tell this month. Our new
programme has been going on rather more satisfactorily
than at first, but because of a slight drop in attendances
we have had to postpone the two tests which were to have
taken place this week.
We have welcomed a new joining member Mr. Finnis,
who served abroad with an African regiment, and we are
also very pleased to welcome Mr. Wells who is serving
with the Buffs but who has asked to do his drills at Parish
Lane for geographical reasons.
As to news from Sergeant Ranson, the last I imagine,
is a letter I received a few days ago, in which he mentioned
that he was at the moment working as a plasterer, and
gave me the impression that he was still a little bemused
with the pleasant experience of the journey. He seems to
have readjusted his time table to one rather more in accord
with the somewhat peculiar licensing hours which he tells
me prevail in New Zealand, and sends his regards to all
who want them.
Cpl. Hinkley is now doing his drills in the Westminster
Technical College, learning to produce more tantalising
morsels for our palates.
Apart from some fairly strong support on the range
at Shoreham, we had a sizeable contingent for exercise
" Rhino Trek." The lack of activity was somewhat unfor
tunate on this exercise. If we have to do it again we
merely express the forlorn hope that we shall be put in a
rather more lively area.

"H.Q." COMPANY
It has been said that " a writer is rarely so well
inspired as when he talks about himself," and in the ab
sense of any other topic, that of " self " might have been
considered sufficiently absorbing for the purpose of these
articles. However, this writer is sufficiently modest, or
perhaps realistic, to appreciate that any articles published
in this journal should include other news of more general
interest, all of which is a long winded way of saying there
has been no news.
Several training periods have recently been passed on
our splendid miniature range for the purpose of choosing
our team for the postal shoot. The team will, as usual,
be led by Sgt. Jeff Sales with his customary combination
of enthusiasm and industry.
Tuesday, the 30th September was the occasion for
some First Aid revision which included the treatment of
burns, fireman's lift, two handed and four handed carries,
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and artificial respiration. This last subject was enthusiasti
cally practised, especially the point at which the recumbent
patient is given a smart slap on the back to make him
cough. This seemed either to startle the patient into gal
vanic activity or to knock all the breath out of him thus
making him a much better subject for artificial respiration.
On Saturday the 20th, our Assistant Adjutant, Lt.
M. V. Nyren was married to Miss Gillian Haverson at
Tonbridge Parish Church. Capt. J. CalverJones was
amongst the guests and was able to wish them long life
and happiness on behalf of himself and of HQ Company.
During the month it was learned that Fred Smith, who
was for so long the key member of our small band was in
hospital with leg trouble. The proceeds of a quick " whip
round " were passed on to Mrs. Smith by Sgt. Constable
and a letter has since been received from Fred. We are
glad to know he is now mending.

2nd

A .C.F. BN.. R.W.K.

This year the Battalion Annual Camp was at Yaver
land, near Sandown, I.O.W., our first visit to the Island.
In the unavoidable absence of the C.O., the Battalion
was under the Command of Major N. S. C. Elmslie and
about 100 all ranks from Tunbridge Wells, Tonbridge,
Matfield, Edenbridge, Westerham, Sevenoaks and Otford
Detachments entrained at Tonbridge and Sevenoaks for
Portsmouth. The " sea voyage " to Ryde was uneventful
but on arrival at camp the Battalion was greeted by a
violent rain storm. However, they were soon under cover,
fed and " bedded in,"
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The weather during the fortnight was far from kind
but despite this handicap the Camp was very successful.
In addition to normal training, parties underwent instruc
tion in cliff climbing by Lt. J. M. Goldsworthy, Royal
Marines. This was a very popular item not only with
Cadets but with certain adults who were very proud of
their prowess on the rope.
Parties also visited H.M.S. Dolphin, the Submarine
Base at Portsmouth and the R.M. Barracks at Eastney,
where a "chopper" and other demonstrations were staged.
Parties were also taken for sea trips by members of the
Water Transport Coy., R.A.S.C.
A party of 23 Cadets from Tunbridge Wells and
Hutleys Detachments under Lt. Farmer and 2nd. Lt. Ball
marched from Tunbridge Wells to Portsmouth in seven
days with a break of one day at the Depot, Royal Sussex
Regiment, Chichester, where they were made welcome by
O.C. Depot, Lt.Col. Newton to whom our thanks are due
for the help we received from him and his staff.
After crossing from Portsmouth to Ryde on Saturday,
2nd August, the party " Bivvied " at Seaview and marched
into camp on Sunday morning headed by the Band of the
Kent RE., A.C.F. No member of the party fell by the
wayside and they were given a great reception. The march
was voted very successful by all who took part.

RECRUITING
We publish below the recruiting figures for the quarter
ending 30th September, 1958. They are fairly encourag
ing but we think we could certainly do better. It is rash
to make forecasts, but if the present quarter goes on as it
has started we shall finish 1958 strongly. One particularly
pleasing feature is that our new recruits include quite a
number of drummers and buglers. Indications are that
by next Camp we shall pass from envying 5 Buffs their
Corps of Drums to competing with them.
A special word of congratulations is due to A Coy.,
who have doubled their strength since camp and are now
in a fair way to being the strongest Rifle Coy., instead of
the smallest.
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Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
"The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.

REGIMENTAL
DEPOT

'ITH all the leaves shed from the Depot trees and all
concealing fogs shrouding the Permanent Staff on
their early R.S.M.'s drill parades it is evident that winter
has replaced autumn during the month. Only a short period
must now separate us from the era of burst pipes, fuel and
light debit vouchers and frozen feet. The month, however,
has been so busy that no one has really had time to think of
the approaching winter.
Punniar and Moodkee Platoons passed out on the last
day of the month after completing the normal tight schedule
of recruits' basic training. Colonel H. R. Grace, O.B.E.,
the Brigade Colonel, took their passing out parade and the
Band of The Royal Fusiliers kindly played for us once
again. Capt. P. R. Stock, M.B.E., commanded the parade.
Earlier in the month Capt. Stock had taken over the com
mand of Training Coy. from Capt. Abplanalp.
Capt. Abplanalp and Capt. Fletcher have both tem
porarily deserted the Depot whilst attending courses prior to
the dreaded new Staff/Promotion Examination. It is
sincerely hoped for their sakes that the new examination
will not combine all that was worst in the two old ones.
We welcome Sgt. Skelding to the Depot. Almost in
the same breath it is necessary to congratulate him on his
promotion to Colour Sergeant. The writer must confess
that he wonders how the 1st Bn. are managing without
Sgt. Skelding, so much a part of that Unit was he. We
here, however, are very glad to have him and potential
wrongdoers at the Depot must be very glad that he has now
turned his attention to the higher spheres of a Colour
Sergeant.
On the debit side we said goodbye earlier in the month
to Lt. L. A. Tizard. This officer only stayed with us a
short time, but he impressed everyone with his cheerfulness
and energy. His Malayan/East African cliches will be
missed.
His feat on the Acrise Exercise in building a Malayan
" basha " as quickly as Sgt. Martin (and in typical Kentish
backwoods) cannot be forgotten.
Cpl. Hunt has taken over the Regimental Police.
Immediately the guard room began to glisten with new paint.
An excellent start and it cannot be put down to Annual
Adm. Inspection fever.
Training Coy.
Friday, 31st October, saw the Passing Out Parade of
Punniar and Mocdkee Platoons. The Permanent Staff
watched the proceedings with a certain amount of appre
hension, for the absence of any recruits at the Depot for the
next three weeks means an abundance of duties for those
already much overworked gentlemen.
Nevertheless, nobody would wish to deny the recruits
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their wellearned leave. Moodkee Platoon, in particular,
must be congratulated on winning both the Inter Platoon
Shield and the Simpson Cup. The highlight of their train
ing was without doubt the Acrise scheme. During the
period spent away from the comfort of the Barracks, the
recruits took part (among other things) in two night exer
cises and one day exercise, not to mention a long route
march. In the course of preparing their bivouacs, a little
time was taken off for the chasing of a few pheasants. As
a result of this escapade, a very harassed gamekeeper
reported that out of the 750 birds under his charge only 500
had turned up for feeding.
The N.C.O.s amused themselves by trying their hand
at a little ambushing. During the proceedings, L/Cpl.
Gordon was rescued from one mantrap, only to fall into
another carefullylaid ambush. A few moments later he
was blown up by a thunderflash thrown by one of his own
side. Needless to say, this caused great amusement to the
other N.C.O.s.
Many weeks of hard work; lie ahead. We are now
preparing for the Annual Adm. Inspection on December 4th.
All Trg. N.C.O.s are participating in "A" Depot Cadre
Course, which will last for the next three weeks. We hope
to write of their experiences and adventures in our next
edition.
Congratulations Column
Congratulations go to the following people: —
1. L/Cpl. Marsden, Ptes. Willis, Robinson and Crout
on passing a potential N.C.O.'s Cadre Course and
to Pte. Wallis at passing a Junior P.T. Leaders'
Course.
2. L/Cpl. Gordon for passing the Regular Commis
sions Board and to Pte. Sarony for.passing W.O.S.B.
We wish them all the best for the future.
3. We also offer our congratulations to L/Cpl. Lemay,
our overworked armourer, who so secretively got
married on November 1st. We wish him and his
wife our best wishes.
Character Sketch
We continue our series of lighthearted character
sketches of various N.C.O.s, and L/Cpl. 44 Mick" Davies
now advances to take the bow, and also the " biscuit"
L/Cpl. "Welshman" Davies lias been employed as
RAT(ion) Storeman since sadly leaving his training in early
1957. We can't think why he should want to leave the
glory of being a soldier, with his rifle ,by his side and all
that,—at least, judging by the old war stories he tells. He
has settled down to his quiet and responsible job in the
Stores well. Today the Ration Stores is certainly worthy of
a visit; gleaming cabbages are paraded on glittering shelves
and bright, shiny potatoes are given a daily scrubbing by
the enthusiastic Welshman. Indeed, it is a sorrowful
moment when our storeman bids farewell to his vegetables.
While resting in the Stores they are treated as pets, and
to banish them to the stewpot often brings tears to the eyes
of our hero.
Like most Welshmen, " Dai" Davies besides, being a
keen Rugger fan, has a lusty tenor voice and a dry sense of
humour, with which he often keeps the permanent staff in
fits of laughter. Here is an example of a typical, adopted
L/Cpl. Davies joke:
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Q.: What has green eyes, five legs and eats rocks ?
A.: Greeneyed, five legged rock eater.
Q.: Why was the elephant wearing brown boots ?
A.: Because his black ones were af the menders.
It will be appreciated that although these typical " Goon
Show" jokes are not exactly hilarous, L/Cpl. Davies, "a
Goon " himself, is capable of bringing the house down with
his expressions and mannerisms.
His voice can often be heard leading a round of
" songs " in the showers after soccer or P.S. training. It is
rumoured that even the Adjutant pauses from work, when
he hears the thrilling sound of a male voice choir under
their enthusiastic director of music, 44 Dai" Davies.
Besides being somewhat of a Joke(r), he has quite a
serious side to his character. Although he was very dis
appointed that the Depot was not strong enough to field a
Rugger XV, he overcame the difficulty by practising of an
evening on the backfield and also often during a soccer
match. Pte. Steele, of the Orderly Room, is often bullied
into lending a hand, or, should we say, a boot.
L/Cpl. Davies played consistently well for the Depot
Cricket XI last season and is captain of the victorious Table
Tennis team. (Change to be on the winning side.)
Whenever he is around 44Mick" Davies makes his
presence felt and has done a great deal towards keeping
Depot life happy. We wish him all the best on his demob,
shortly, when he rejoins a stockbrokers' firm in London.
Watch the drop in share prices and the sharp rise in coal
output when he is asked to return to the Welsh mines.
Cooks' Outing
The Cooks' Outing on October llth turned out to be
another great success. Mr. Ron Gould. exCpl. Gould,
came back from civvy street especially to accompany
Sgt. Frost, L/Cpls. Davies, Anderson, Lee and Ptes.
Hallasey, Brown, Wise and Cooper on their tour of South
end. As was to be expected, beer, 44 music" and the
opposite sex were the target. It is quite obvious that
accommodation for the night was last in their thoughts, and
where they slept is still a mystery. At about 5 a.m. the next
morning L/Cpl. Davies was seen walking up and down the
prom, looking like a cross between an eskimo and a
"Hobo," trying to keep warm. However, no one seemed to
have suffered much for their sleepless night and after search
ing the main town for Ptes. Cooper and Wise, the main
party eventually found them curled up on a pub seat singing
44 Why are we waiting." Needless to say, the fun once again
commenced.
Request
The Depot Stores, commanded by the man from up
north, L/Cpl. 44 Colours" Addison, and ably assisted by
Pte.44 Farmer " Sid Wetherly, asks us to remind readers that
although never mentioned in the Q.O.G., are in fact a valu
able part of Trg. Coy. and proud to be so. C/Sgt. Heyfron is
also seldom mentioned in connection with Trg. Coy.; that is
because he seems to be employed by so many departments
it is difficult to pin him down. One of his main jobs at
present seems to be trying to teach Cpl. Edwards a little
Hockey.
Stop Press
Congratulations to the Hockey team on doing so well
so far this season, only losing one match (and that with a
comparatively weak side) out of seven.
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Quartermaster's Staff
Few comings and goings this month.
C/Sgt. Skelding has arrived. He is busily engaged
viz.: moving his family to and from Hostels, to a hiring and
eventually to quarters. He is also taking over from
Sgt. Huntington.
Pte. May has gone (on leave). A familiar figure was
seen walking towards the Barrack gate in quick time, in
civvies, with a battered suitcase. When asked why the case
was in such a poor state, the reply was, " Well, Sir, I only
use it for weekends."
" Dicky " Bird, our gardener, has been having a go at
" Red Spider." I thought it was a name of a GeeGee, but
apparently it has nothing to do with horses. It's a disease
which strikes at hedgerows, especially when overgrown.
Dicky is taking drastic action by cutting back considerably.
Good progress is being made.
The leaves are brown and falling again this month,
much to the disgust of Messrs. Kurton & Pickering. How
ever, once a year isn't too bad. It could be once a week.
Our last intake was diverted to Chichester. This gives
our Clothing side a breather. At the right time, too, seeing
that the Admin Inspection is in the offing;
Getting ready for Xmas ? Someone decided to have a
look at the Q.M.'s Staff gratuity box recently. Someone
was also overheard saying, " Last year when opened we
discovered:
One halfpenny.
A piece of broken lace.
2 buttons (fly).
A French coin.
Two 108's, and
A dirty postcard."
P.S.—Cpl. Wallis and " Can we have some white paint."
Pte. Lyons, denies any knowledge of the above.
Joke of the Week
A Cockney was standing watching a funeral. Along
came a chap who said: " Who's getting buried, mate ? "
The Cockney scratched his nut and said: " Well, I don't
rightly know, guv'ner, but I reckon it must be the geezer
under the ' Flars.' "
Aintgotnone.
Hockey
Your humble writer has discovered why O.R.Q.M.S.
Maltman was out so often at cricket during the summer
trying to hook the ball. It is a favourite hockey stroke of
his in which the stick is swung sharply at shoulder (or more)
height. The resultant morale of the opposing team is nil
when faced with these tactics.
Capt. Stock achieved the unbelievable against 12 S.M.E.
when he scored nine goals out of 12. This magnificent effort
has restored our confidence after our first loss the week
before against 34 L.A.A. Regt. There was, however, a
slight excuse for this loss as the Depot was not quite at full
strength.

RESULTS

v. Reserve Fleet, Chatham (home). Won 2—1.
v. 34 L.A.A. Regt. (away). Lost 1—3.
v. 12 S.M.E. (away). Won 12—0.
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Football

Over the past few weeks, the Depot has gradually built
up an enthusiastic football team. The hard ground/light
ball atmosphere of late summer has now completely dis
appeared and we are left with conditions that are typical
of an English winter, when the ball is heavy, the grass wet
and the pilch a mud bath. Nevertheless these are the con
ditions under which footballers revel and indeed wc are
glad to say that there has been a marked improvement in
the standard of football.
lt is a little ironical that the Depot side, undefeated in
a number of friendlies, has yet to win a League match.
The result of games played during the last month are as
follows:—
v. 66 Indep. Sqdn. R.E. (home) lose 1—3.
v. Maidstone Police (home) win 9—4.
v. R.A.F., West Mailing (away) 3—4 (abandoned
owing to fog).
The high scoring frolics against our friends from the
local police force were enjoyed by all. The visitors, five
goals down after 25 minutes were suddenly reinforced by
two recruits from Trg. Coy. (Sgt. Potts having answered an
SOS from the opposing skipper). Needless to say the
whole of his Platoon spent the afternoon cheering on their
colleagues, much to the indignation of the Depot side!
The following week there was no fixture, and the team
crowded into the TV room of the Cpls'. Mess to watch the
International between England and Russia. Was it mere
coincidence that the Barracks appeared deserted that after
noon ?
The match against the R.A.F. began in clear sunlight
and ended in thick fog. The goal could hardly be seen
from the edge of the penalty area and although it was
quite an amusing spectacle to watch a game played under
these conditions it was a real pity that the game had been
so spoilt. The referee had no alternative but to abandon
the game.
Lastly, a word of the players themselves: There is no
space to mention all the team. Suffice it to say how sorry
we are to lose Ptes. Weston, Taylor and Cooper who are
now on embarkation leave. We also say a reluctant good
bye to L/Cpl. Gordon, our demon outsideleft, who is
shortly leaving us for Sandhurst and also to L/Cpl. " Bert "
Booker—a tower of strength to any team—who is going to
1 R.W.K. We extend our sympathy to L/Cpl. Anderson
our goalie who has broken his arm and it is feared that
he will be out of the game for most of the season.
The rest of the team lives to fight other battles, and
we hope that these will prove a little more successful. At
any rate we look forward to some exciting sport during
the winter months that lie ahead.
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Home Counties Brigade
LETTER NO. 1

T

HE Council of Colonels (about
whom more elsewhere) have, in
their wisdom, decreed that all Regi
nes a 
mental Journals should, once every
BIS a
 Bia
Quarter (or at any other moment which
may be suitable to each Editor) include
Xifl
a Home Counties Brigade Letter con
taining news of general interest about the Brigade. They
have also suggested to the Brigade Colonel that he should
write the Letter, thereby letting drop one of the biggest
hints on record. What follows in this, and subsequent
Letters, must therefore be regarded as a direct result of
that decree and as a followup of that suggestion; your
correspondent craves the indulgence of his readers (should
there conceivably happen to be any) for the inclusion of
items in which they themselves are not the slightest bit
interested.
There is, in fact, much to tell; so much, indeed, that
it is hard to know exactly where to start this first Letter.
Perhaps one of the safest places is at the Council of Colonels
already referred to. This is an august body of six dis
tinguished retired Officers which, under the Chairmanship
of one of their number, known as the Representative
Colonel — an appointment which changes annually — and
with the assistance and connivance of the Brigade Colonel,
meets at regular intervals in order to make decisions and
to initiate action on the many m,litters concerning the
Brigade and its future. The Chairmanship of the Council
changed at the beginning of September, General Sir
Lashmer G. Whistler, G.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O.. D.L., Colonel,
The Royal Sussex Regiment, succeeding Brigadier G. R. P.
Roupell, V.C., C.B., D.L., Colonel, The East Surrey Regi
ment, as Representative Colonel.

H

sP

The other four members of the Council are :—
MajorGeneral J. Y. Whitfield, C.B., D.S.O., O.B.E.,
Colonel, The Queen's Royal Regiment.
MajorGeneral V. Boucher, C.B., C.B.E.,
Colonel, The Buffs.
Lt.General Sir William P. Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.,
Colonel, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
Lt.General G. C. Bucknall, C.B., M.C., D.L.,
Colonel, The Middlesex Regiment (D.C.O.).
There many achievements, not only in the military
sphere, but in the wider one of public service, are already
well known and greatly respected. The Brigade is more
than fortunate in having such a Council to rule its destiny.
One of the major decisions made at the most recent
meeting of the Council concerned the Brigade title. This
was a difficult matter, to which much thought had been
given in the past, and the suggestions as to the correct
answer to the problem had been as numerous as they had
been varied. " Cinque Ports," " Downland," " Churchill's,"
" Elizabethan," " The Queen's Brigade "—these, and many
others, had all had their advocates. All also, in the opinion
of the Council, had their disadvantages and all were, after
due consideration, rejected. To nobody, unfortunately,
came that sudden blinding flash of inspiration from which
would have emerged the perfect title. In consequence the
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decision was made to retain, at £11 events for the time being,
the one title—The Home Counties Brigade—on which all
were agreedthough with varying degrees of enthusiasm.
In announcing this decision, however, the Council made it
clear to the War Office that their recommendation was
without prejudice to an alteration at a later date, should a
more suitable title be forthcoming. Although there is no
fifty guinea prize for thinking up such a title, the individual
who eventually does so is obviously destined to go far.
That decision having been made, for better or worse,
it was but a short step for the Council to agree on the
Brigade cap badge. This also was a matter on which con
siderable research, many consultations, innumerable draw
ings, paintings and photographs, and a great deal of time
had previously been spent, but the final result—the Saxon
crown, the upward pointing Sword and the inscribed scroll
underneath, the whole in silver plate (for Officers) or in
silver anodised aluminium (for Other Ranks)—has been
welcomed and approved on all sides. No matter whether
it is worn in peaked cap or beret there is no doubt that the
badge looks good ; it is a welldesigned, workmanlike and
distinctive emblem. In conjunction with the Brigade but
ton, which bears the crown and the sword, but not the
inscribed scroll, the insignia of the Brigade cannot fail to
make those who will be privileged to do so extremely proud
to wear it.
It must, by now, be common knowledge that the Head
quarters of the Home Counties Brigade is already estab
lished in Wemyss Barracks at Canterbury, albeit in some
what embryonic form at the moment. What the future holds
can be summarised briefly by saying that in the period be
tween now and approximately the end of 1961 the Regi
mental Depots of the six Regiments which at present
comprise the Home Counties Brigade will close down; and
that the Brigade Depot will be set up, with its full comple
ment of Officers and Other Ranks, in the spring of 1960.
The first of the two amalgamations of Regiments which
are to take place within the Brigade is due towards to the
end of 1959, when the Queen's Royal Regiment and the
East Surrey Regiment amalgamate to form the Queen's
Royal Surrey Regiment. The date of the other amalga
mation, that of The Buffs and the Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, is not at present definitely known, but the
chances are that it will take place during 1961. A decision
as to the name which the County Regiment of Kent will
take is still, and eagerly, awaited.
The home of the Brigade Depot will, for a time, be in

Primrose and
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both Wemyss and Howe Barracks at Canterbury. When,
however, the latter has had various alterations and additions
made to it the whole Depot will have its permanent home
there. Plans are already being made and Siting Boards
being held to determine just exactly what is required to
house the full establishment. Is it wishful thinking to say
that the permanent home will be set up by the end of 1962 ?
Maybe it is. But there is little doubt that, when the last
workman has come back for his tools for the last time and
has left the site, the Home Counties Brigade Depot will be
housed in one of the finest Barracks in the country, a
thoroughly fitting place for such an establishment, at which
both officers and men alike, no matter from which of the
four County Regiments they may come, will be proud to
serve.
To bring this first Letter to a close it may, perhaps, be
not without interest to give a short list, by Regiments and
in tabular form, of those Officers and Warrant Officers
who, because they are persons of note within their own
Regiments, are ipso facte Home Counties Brigade person
alities. Here it is :—

1st Battalion
C.O.
Regiment
Queens
Lt Col. D. L. LloydOwen,
D.S.O., O.B.E., M.C.
Buffs
Lt Col. E. L. C. Edlmonn,
MC
Surreys
Lt Col. C. O'N. Wollis,
M.C.
R. Sussex Lt Col. J. B. A. Glennie,
D.S.O., O.B.E.
R.W.K.
Lt Col. A. J. M. Flint,
MB E
M.X.
Lt Col. D. C. L. Noldo,
M.B.E.
Regiment
Queens
Buffs
Surreys
R. Sussex
R.W.K.

Mojor
Major
Major
Major
Major

M.X.

Major I. H. Battye, M.B.

C.O.
R. S. N. Mans, M.B,
E. G. Cox, M.C.
R. C. Taylor
P. S. Newton, M.B.
G. U. Weymouth,

M.B

2/ic.
Mojor C. J. D. HasweM

Adjt.
Capt. M. F. Reynolds

Q.M.
Capt. J. W. Kemp

R.S.M.
G. Mileham

B/M
W. C. Lynes

Major F. de R. Morgan,
M.C.
Major P. E. C. Andrews

Capt. C. T. F. West

Capt. A. H. Catt

J. Rose

Capt. G. G. Strong

Capt. G. C. Forman

F. B. Oram

T. Le M.
Sharpe
W. Snowden

Major J. R. G. Stanton,
M.B.E.
Major M. G. M. Archer,
M.C.
Major E. F. Thompson,
M.C., T.D.

Capt. N. B. Knocker

Lt. E. A. McCarthy

D.Houghton

A. E. Kelly

Capt. K. Dodson

Major A. G. Blake, M.C.

A. G. Parker

Capt. B. H. Marciandi

Capt. A. E. S. Waldron,
M.B.E.

M. Wild

R. G.
Watkins
F. A.
Jackson

Capt.
Major
Major
Major
Major

Trg. Major
R. B. Johnson
A. D. Peckham
F. H. S. D. Branker
P. M. Lawson
V. C. Abplanalp

Major R. A. S. Woolocomhe

1

Depot

Adjt.
Capt. P. C. Collyer
Capt. J. M. Lunn
Capt. G. Mason
Capt. J. A. W. Hyde
Capt. J. S. Fletcher
Capt. M. V. Hayword

Q.M.
J. E. Griffin
E. H. Watts, M.B.E.
J. C. Cox, M.B.E.
F. A. Day, M.B.E.
S. V. Stephens

H.
R.
P.
F.
G.

Capt. S. C. W. Weiler,
M.M,

A.

Capt.
Major
Major
Major
Capt.

R.S.M.
Atkins
L. Sharman
Coilman
HiN, M.B.E.
V. K. Watts
B.E.M.
Kenrick
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l/5th BATTALION
6th BATTALION

T

HE 35th reunion of the 1 /5th Battalion of the Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment was held at the
United Services Club. Bromley, on Saturday. More than
90 attended, including R.S.M. H. Turner, M.B.E., and Capt.
G. Payne.
The loyal toast was proposed by the oldest member.
C.S.M. J. Breese, who is 87. He also welcomed all present
and Capt. E. W. Carvoso replied on behalf of the members.
The reunion was organised by the committee under
Mr. J. Currie (chairman) and Mr. S. Lewis (secretary).
During the past year the association has lost eight mem
bers through death. Membership extends as far as Bath,
Clacton and Heme Bay.
I hope you will all have a very prosperous future
and carry on the traditions of the Queen's Own." said
Col. N. Edwards, chairman of the Queen's Own Association
at Maidstone, at the annual reunion and dinner of the 6th
Battalion of the Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
Old Comrades' Association at the White Hart Hotel, Brom
ley, on Saturday.
Col. Edwards, who served with the 7th Battalion in
the first World War. referred to the amalgamation of the
R.W.K. Regiment with the Buffs and said: " We have for
a great period been very friendly with the Buffs." Dis
cussions on the merger were now in progress, but the name
of the new Regiment had not yet been decided.
The loyal toast, coupled with that to "Absent Friends "
(Col. W. R. Dawson and Brigadier B. Howlett), was pro
posed by Col. William Nash, M.B.E., T.D., who is the
president of the 6th Batallion of the association. The chair
man was Col. Gordon De Frates, D.S.O., M.C.
llth

O

(LEWISHAM)

BATTALION

UR Twentysixth Anniversary Reunion Dinner was
held in London on the eve of Remembrance Sunday,
as usual, and once again we have to thank Bernard Bergl
for enabling us to eat a splendid meal amid such august
and comfortable surroundings.
Arthur Buddell was in the Chair and a right good
Chairman he makes with his " mine host " manner and his
verbal fluency. Once again, " Jimmy," our President, made
his annual expedition up from Putney; it was nice to find
him so much better in health.
Among our guests was the Colonel of the Regiment,
General Oliver, who, we are honoured to know, would not
miss our dinner if he could help it. Regimentally, he was
supported by Cols. Edwards and Eason—also annual atten
dants nowadays. Another Queen's Own Colonel, R. O.
Pulverman, was with us as a guest of Bergl.
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His Worship the Mayor of Lewisham, Councillor F.
A. Fisk, J.P., was there in his capacity of VicePresident
and he had as his henchman, Alderman Moody. From
Lewisham, also, came Mr. Runacres, Editor of the
Lewisham Borough News—we must never forget what a
help he has been to us, especially with the History.
It was nice to see, once again, our good friends Nugent,
from the 12th East Surreys O.C.A., and Gear, of the 41
Div. Observation Section, " Eric Salmon's Own," and to
have present one, without whose initiative in getting together
the O.C.A. of our "opposite number," the llth Queen's,
in the early 1930's, we ourselves might not have had our
own Association, namely, Major E. W. J. Neave, M.C.,
Ph.D.
We were glad to welcome the Rev. J. S. Fowler, until
lately Chaplain of St. George's Memorial Church, Ypres,
and his brotherinlaw, Mr. A. Warr; and Capt. E. C.
Perry, of the A.C.F., who sees us through in the difficult
job of finding a bugler for our Remembrance Day Service
at St. Lawrence's, Catford.
Quite a few members had personal guests and altogether
numbered 78—a little down on last year, but still quite an
admirable muster. 41 actually served in the llth and of
these, five had sons with them. These we are very pleased
to see.
Most of the old stalwarts were there—the two Donalds,
Dean and Morley, the latter with his three musketeers,
Leslie, Ruru and Colin; Reg. Maltby (his wife now well on
the way to recovery); Bill Toonier, who carried the Stan
dard as of yore and who is owed a big debt of gratitude
for his work as Administrator of Benevolence; Johnnie
Bull, who provided The Regimental March and "The
Queen "; Sid Lewis and a goodly quota of merry signallers;
George Branson, a little subdued, we thought; Eves, Godden,
Grant, Home, Kemp (in the Chair next year), Mark
Osborne, Pinder, Reed, Riggall, the Roberts's, and, of
course, the Law, in the person of one Jenkins with his
posse of E. Kent Yeoman, plus the inevitable Jennings, all
smiles in these days of his retirement. And lots more.
Absentees were, we regret to say, rather numerous for
a variety of reasons. Illness or illhealth kept away "Ginger"
Ashcroft (St. Helens), Butcher (Bristol), L. Holland and
Arthur Webb. We hope they will soon be back to fitness.
Our Padre, the Rev. Hudson, too, felt he must conserve his
energies for the ceremonies of the morrow. Boughtwood
was at work and so had to miss his first Dinner ever.
Blackburn, Capt. Drumgold. Fleetwood, Gosling,
"Cherub" Hall, F. Jenkins, Capt. Lindsay, Tommy Mann,
" C.B." (Smith) and Major Rogers all sent greetings and
best wishes, as did " Bobbie " Kerr, who is, we are sorry
to say, never able to come along.
After the usual priming of batteries, we got off to time
and our Chairman read Her Majesty the Queen's telegram
of thanks for loyal greetings and called for the silence in
which we remembered our Departed Comrades, including
E. T. Hill and Harry Snell, who had died during the past
year.
Thereafter we wined well and dined well, interrupted
only by Arthur Buddell rising to take wine with his old
signalling colleagues.
The Exhortation, the Loyal Toast and then, "Yes,
gentleman, you may " from the Chair. The smoke of the
fragrant (?) weed began to waft up to the lofty ceiling
whilst the door opened to admit our Chairman's daughter.
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Mary, to sing to us, and his wife, to accompany her. With
Mary's nice voice and presence we were intent and charmed;
and her choice of the four songs was excellent, including one
which we have heard her father sing so many times—Roses
of Picardy. Her final item, The Bells of St. Mary's, enabled
us to let ourselves go with spoons on cups and glasses to
provide the appropriate accompaniment. We have had no
entertainment of recent years, to give longer time for get
ting together, but we are sure that Mary's pleasant interlude
was much appreciated £nd we thank her sincerely.
" Jimmy" started the toasts off with that of " The
Regiment" and, incidentally, included thanks for their
work to the main officials of the Association. General
Oliver replied with his usual light and humorous touch—
always an enjoyable experience for his listeners. He
" chipped " the Eleventh about its eternal youth, made cer
tain references to an institution known as marriage and
hoped for a smooth and complete amalgamation of the two
Kent Regiments.
His Worship the Mayor in proposing " The Association
and its Chairman " showed that he, too, had a light oratori
cal touch; in addition to some more serious stuff, he gave
us some enlightening and delightfully funny details of the
career of our Chairman, chiefly, of course, in Governmental
employ, with its very exhausting work and equally under
paid responsibilites.
Buddell's response was as we would expect of one so
bland and .so full of natural humour. He twitted His
Worship on his youth; speculated on the future role of the
P.B.I.; put over well the old pithy story and went on to
give the details of the proposed stainedglass memorial
window and the summation of the replies to the Circular
Letter. The number of these was disappointingly low and
he urged the rest to send theirs in forthwith. The total
promised by the few was, however, very heartening (£112).
He commended the project to the Regiment and the Borough
and before he sat down was assured that the former would
come in on it and the latter would give it consideration.
He also commended the " Benevolent" Box to all the diners
(we had forgotten to produce it last year). Later, he was
able to announce the splendid result, namely, just on £10.
A good effbrt and the Committee say " Thanks." He hoped
for a good muster at the Remembrance Service at Catford
on the morrow.
No Dinner is complete without a few words from our
hardworking and master of organising Hon. Sec., and, as
usual, Len Dawson was entrusted with the Toast of " Our
Guests." . He not only does this well, with the humorous
touch not lacking, but he is able to exhort us, as members
of the Association, in a number of ways, such as replying
more quickly to his circulars, for example, applying early
for Dinner tickets and not leaving it until the closing date—
it does make such a rush at the end, otherwise. He
appealed to us, too, to take more interest in St. George's
Church, Ypres, and to send in our dues without waiting
for reminders. Etc., etc.
After welcoming our guests in turn, with a special word
about Major Neave, who later responded, he put forward
a suggestion made by an exTenth Battalion man that any
Tenth fellows any of us know, should be invited to our
function, especially the Dinner, as they have no real live
Association of their own. This met with considerable appro
val for, after all, many of us servied in the Tenth, after our

disbandment, and, as we know, Capt. " Johnnie " Johnson,
of the 10th, always fell in with us at the Maidstone Reunions.
Speeches over, huddling continued happily until it was
time to go home, feeling comfortable in body, mind and
spirit.
To end, the writer's apology for referring, in last
month's issue reporting the autumn committee meeting, to
one of the Regimental Council. It was, in fact, a Special
Meeting of the Committee of the Past and Present Asso
ciation.
R.O.R.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT
HERE is, I am sorry to report, very little to write about
T
for this effort. The monthly meeting went off very
well, during which a report was made on the meeting held

at Maidstone regarding the future of the two Kent Regi
ments and our own Association.
Regarding the Social fixed to entertain the British
Legion Branch from Hatfield, on the 18th October, it was
announced that our visitors could not make the trip, much
to our disappointment. However, it was agreed that we
should carry on with our plans, and so we had our Social,
and a jolly gocd one it was too. Many old and new
friends joined in with members, their wives and relatives,
in song and dance, and all the fun which goes with such an
occasion, and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves, and
went home quite contented. Amongst the visitors with us
were Mr. and Mrs. George Lefley, of the Bromley Branch,
whom we were very pleased to see, especially as three of
that Branch's Officers were on the sick list, Messrs. Smith,
Cockell and Wilks. We of Catford wish them a very speedy
recovery, and hope to have the pleasure of seeing them
very soon.
Well, that's all for now. Wishing all Branches and
Associations all that is good, that applies to our 1st Battalion
in Cyprus as well, we don't forget you.
" Ravensbourne."

LONDON BRANCH
^%UR meeting held on the last day of October was, once
again, very well attended. There was one new mem
ber to welcome and the reappearance of one or two mem
bers whom we haven't seen for some months.
Its always a pleasure to greet those who haven't shown
up for some time, because we are able to put them in the
picture about recent events, and generally, they are sub
jected to qqite a lot of friendly attention. If only we could
knock this well home to some of our lads who, I feel sure,
are really in their hearts missing the friendship of their
old Service chums, we would feel a lot happier.
Its always a topic of conversation—" I wonder what's
happened to old so and so, he seldom turns up now?" and
if there is something in this, " someone's talking about me
—my ears are burning " theory, quite a lot of old friends
have burning ears on the last Friday of each month ! !
It's a great pity that we cannot afford to send a copy
of " The Buster " to each of those we feel sure are missing
the lads. We know it's not possible to attend regularly.
Who cares about that? Not anybody. We do care for
the blokes like our friend Walker, who popped in last
month, and quite frankly said, " Well, to be quite honest—
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I've been too ruddy lazy! " That's good enough for us—he
was back among us, and we would be more than glad to
see a few more friends absent through the same cause.
Whatever your reason, don't give us up entirely. Give it
another go, and you will be sure of another welcome as
good as you received when you joined us.
That little badge, which the late Jimmy Hammond
was never without when wearing a jacket, will always
attract the eye—wear it—it will remind absentees, it will
bring new members, as was shown once more, with the
advent of Mr. Radclilfe—who spotted Scotty wearing his.
Despite the numbers of us who do not turn up, it is
still thrilling to most of us, to meet those who do
Our branch is still as strong as ever in attendance, and it is
a great pleasure always to meet so many of one's old
friends every month. The Veteran Brigade are always in
full force, and I must say, that if the bloke who started
that saying, or parody, on the hymn tune, " Old soldiers
never die, never die, etc.," were able to pop in the Cran
bourne Hotel, he'd really get his money's worth in old
soldiers and have even more faith in his beautiful lay!
Writing of old soldiers, and I include officers among
them (you'll never hear any retired officer say " I'm an
old officer "—he's always " An old soldier " and he's proud
of it). I hear that Colonel J. TwistletonWykenham
Fiennes is living in Queensgate, Kensington. Wonder how
young he is! I remember him commanding us while in
my very early days, his name used to confuse most of us
youngsters at the time, and I cannot quite recall the dates,
but it was either 1919 or 1920. Wonder if he could come
and have a look at our veterans on some future occasion.
He would be bound to meet some old friends among us,
we always guarantee that! !
Present at this meeting among us were Col. Edwards,
the P. and P. chief, Col. B. L. Clay, Lt.Cols. Durtnell,
Chaplin, Mines and Pink, Maj. A. S. Bredon, looking ex
tremely well, better than ever 1 thought, Harry Elson with
Mrs. Elson, our Chairman, Ted Ballard, was on parade,
with a full office personnel, Trefor Thomas, his vicechair
man, Percy Hallett, our treasurer, Timber Marchant, the
Welfare Officer, and (" I'm sorry I left me glasses at home,
I can't read the minutes ") Tom Briddock, our popular
secretary. Quite an array at the head of the table.
Now let's see ! Arthur—not Harry, Edwards wel
comed back after the tragic events of the previous month,
Bogie Childs to whom I have had to apologise, re his
status, in respect of the mention of Kent Cyclists of
October. He is, please note for future reference, not the
secretary and organiser, I wrote that because it sounded
quite nice at the time, but, " The Chairman. " There you
are Bogie, I hope you are now happy. There was Freddy
and Mrs. Cox, with Harry Freeman, Bunny and Mrs. Hare,
Jerry Sweetman, Alf Toms, and turning up a little late but
nevertheless very welcome, Mr. and Mrs. Swain, the former
a 2nd Bn. man of the very pre1914 days and a great friend
of Fred Cox and Harry Freeman.
I never know quite where to include Scotty. He is
not quite qualified for the veterans but was no doubt pre
1914, and he is one of our really moving members. With
relatives in or near Roubaix, Scotty is always urging the
friendship ties between our branch and branches of the
same description as our's, over there. He has, together
with members of the branch carried our standard side by
side with their's on parades in Belgium and France. He
loves these friendship trips and is forever trying to keep
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the ties continual. He has made for us many friends on
the other side of the Channel, and may he long continue
to do so. I understand he is having his own family re
union—his sons and daughters are as wide apart as Canada,
America, France, England—and the branch sends them all
good wishes at their reunion.
Lt.Col. Geoffrey Elliott rang up to regret not being
able to attend the meeting, and Ted Ballard found that he
was doing quite a lot of running around.
It was nice to see Len Shuffle and Dapper Martin
again, and of course with the latter were Messrs. Darkie
Maslin and Jepson, Alf. Whelan and Jack Teer were
aboard and Gunboat Parry. Most unusual to see Gunboat
without the "missus," but he tells me she's quite well. I
made an error last month in respect of the raffle, it was
the Parrys who won the table, not Leary. Much regretted.
Harry Lofts and Mr. Lafferty were with us, Bandy Waller,
Mr. Latter, Fred Jarmain, Ted Hansen, Maj. Douglas
Burrows and Tom Vidler our Chelsea Hospital members
(nice to see you again Douglas), Mr. and Mrs. Wallace with
Mr. Dunkley, and many others.
We opened at 8.15 p.m., a bit late, but its still proving
difficult to get our law members away from the bar, and
the minutes were read. Tom Briddock had left his glasses
at home so Ted Ballard deputised. They were passed with
no queries but with one comment in respect of our two
members who volunteered for the Trafalgar Day Ceremony.
Apparently the wreath was laid and everything went off
very well, except that our representatives did not manage
to meet each other! However, like the man who drops
his rifle on parade, they didn't move a muscle and all went
well!
The correspondence was then read. First was a letter
from W. Brewster, son of Bill, who had written to thank
the branch for their kind thought of flowers for his father's
funeral, and for the condolences of the branch. We rose
in silence for a moment in honour of Bill's passing.
A letter from Mrs. Dorrell, written, despite her age, in
beautiful writing said the Chairman, to thank us for the
interest taken in her welfare, and for birthday greetings.
This was so obviously a Mrs. Elson run show, that we of
the branch, extend our heartiest thanks to that lady for the
kindness she has shown Mrs. Dorrell on our behalf. Mrs.
Elson goes to great trouble to do these things for us, and
deserves the greatest vote of thanks. Mrs. Dorrell we
understand is hoping to see the H. O. Lovells very soon.
Now, Mrs. Dorrell, you must tell them, that even though
you cannot attend one of our meetings they can. Will you
do that for us ? Lt.Col. H. O. Lovell knows many of us
very well and would be very welcome. I have quite a per
sonal association, "C" Coy., 1st Bn., Depot, 1939, 6th
Bn. in Wales, so you'd be with friends Colonel!
A letter from Mr. De Planque in hospital. The branch
regrets to hear you are unwell, so hurry up and get better
and bring along the missus to see us soon as you can.
We are not losing members old boy, just missing them !
There was a postcard from Mrs. Orchard wishing us luck
and hoping we would have a good meeting. She vvas think
ing of us ! The postcard was from Illinois, U.S.A.! !
The new member was introduced. Mr. Radcliffe, who
joined in 1945, served with the Essex Regt., passed to The
Queen's Own, and then became a Sgt. Master Cook in the
A.C.C. He was welcomed and we trust we shall see more
of this new member who came to us through the wearing
of the P.P. badge in Scotty's lapel.
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Coming in late, but none the less welcome was Mr.
George Swain whom Ted Ballard introduced, as a very
well known member of the 2nd Bn. pre1914, who was very
well known in his day as a regimental hockey player. I'll
have to raise that team for Capt. Jack Fletcher yet, 1 can
see. ! Welcome George, and we hope that despite your
journey from Surrey, you enjoyed meeting your old friends,
and that you will come again.
Harry Elson queried the laying of wreath at the Ceno
taph in Brenchley Gardens on Armistice Day, and was told
all was in order. This query was necessary, as last year
there was quite a lot of questions in respect of the laying of
wreaths on this day.
The Christmas meeting is to be fixed for December
19th, and it was proposed that the sum of £15 be given
from the Entertainment Fund to spend on members at that
meeting. Col. Pug Durtnell asked whether it was the in
tention that as we had £10 last year, £15 this, it would be
£20 next year, and rise by £5 each year ? Some wag in the
hall remarked, " that the extra £5 was because of the higher
cost of living this year "—which brought roars of laughter,
and caused the proposal to be carried, with four against.
Timber Marchant rose to say he'd been on his rounds
and that Dick Blackman had had an operation, Robert
Wilks was on the mend, and that two Bromley stalwarts
Messrs. Gunboat Smith and George Cockell were both
showing a little improvement. The branch remembers you
all and hopes that you will continue better in health to full
recovery. I miss old " Iwazz thare's " stuff in the Buster,
and hope it won't be long before we be reading it again,
and seeing you. Gunboat is a member and we are glad to
know he is improving. Keep it going, and that goes for
both Robert Wilks and our old friend Dick Blackman.
The three London and Bromley members, one who is
now acting chairman of Bromley Branch, with Steve and
Bob Milton reminded us of the Games Evening for Brom
ley home and away, and it has been decided that January
24th, 1959, will be the Saturday night chosen for the first
evening. I hope all our members will take advantage of
this date. The R.U.S.C. Club in Bromley is a really
splendid place—a beautifully laid out premises which will
take as many of us as can attend with our wives and ladies. I
hope as many as possible will turn up, so will you kindly
have your name ready for that date in January, because
you will be asked at both the November and December
meetings, whether you can attend. Your answer must be
strictly accurate, as Bromley are providing the eats for the
evening. We shall want darts, snooker and cribbage teams,
and it is hoped we shall make a really bumper evening of
this. While on this subject, March 28th is the Bromley
GetTogether next year, so keep that date open too.
The Bromley boys have an honorary member who is
an ex mayor and president of this club, Capt. Finney who
has served in the Regiment, and it is practically certain he
will be on parade on the 24th January, and may possibly
play against us. We very much hope to see Capt. Finney,
and maybe entice him along to the London Branch for a
visit.
Tom Briddock is a proud grandfather, his daughter
having given birth to twin daughters, Julia and Susan. We
send congratulations from the branch Tom to your family.
I'm not quite sure of the authenticity of the following. It
appeared that their small brother when told of the arrival
of the twins, said he was well aware of the fact, and not
only that, also knew their names. When asked how he had

obtained the knowledge, said he saw Dad come out of the
nursing room with the doctor and when told they were
twins, heard him say, " Oh, Damn and Blast! "
The winners of the raffle this month, which brought in
more than £4 was first Mr. Walker, one box of chocolates,
and two, a second box, Mrs. Swain. Many thanks to our
donor Mr. Dunkley.
I understand that Maj. Willie Spurr was in town a
few weeks back visiting the zoo, we hope you are in good
health, and how about a visit on a last Friday here, Willie,
you are a member you know !
My good friends Arthur Edwards and Bogie Childs
both assure me that Col. A. K. Grant was never in the
Signals but was a mounted infantryman! I always
wondered why the Colonel looked so good on a horse !
Funny how one's mind travels back as thoughts strike one—
Col. A. K. Grant on his horse, Maj. A. S. Bredon on his—
Lieut. C. E. P. Craven on his— can't remember its name
but it was a cracker—Capt. A. A. E. Chitty on his—
Steel Blue and Canterbury Lamb on the Poona Racecourse
—Dear me! ! Who said Orange William—you Lofts, or
Busty Cannaott ?
The Spider.

TONBRIDGE AND TUNBRIDGE WELLS
October meeting was well attended and we were
OURfortunate
in having our President, Lt.Col. G. E. L.

Pardington, M.B.E., T.D., in the chair. He was supported
by Major N. S. C. Elmslie, chairman of the committee,
Mr. F. Jezzard, hon. secretary, and O.R.Q.M.S. J.
Breadoii, M.B.E., hon. treasurer.
It was explained to the meeting that the Regimental
Committee, which recently held their meeting at Maid
stone to discuss the future of The Queen's Own Association,
were agreed that the Association was to be retained as
such for as long as possible. It was further explained that
in the meantime we should always welcome all members
of the Buffs Association and hoped that many of their
members would come along and join us £t our social
gatherings.
We are glad to learn that the much clamoured for
44 Ladies Night" is to be repeated on Wednesday, the 19th
November. This time we are to entertain members of the
Royal Marines Association and their ladies. We shall hope
that our own members and their ladies will turn up in
force to help make the evening a success.
Another interesting outing has been arranged. This
time it is to be the Pantomime on Ice. A block of seats
has been booked for Saturday, the 24th January, 1959,
when a Tom Arnold Show may be seen at the Brighton
Ice Stadium at the approximate cost of 12s. 6d. per head.
Members wishing to take part should inform the Secretary
as early as possible or they may be too late.
It is perhaps a little early to be talking about Christ
mas, but another month may be just a little too late. In
view of this, we wish to tender the Seasons Greetings to:
H.R.H. the Duches of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E., Lt.
General Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L., The
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army and New Zealand
Forces, all ranks of the 1st Battalion and units of the Army
Cadet Force affiliated, all Branches of the Queen's Own
and Buffs Association and their many friends.
T.L.S.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50th and 97th)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with motto "Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna," "Almarez," "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive," "Orthes," "Peninsula," "Punniar," "Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," Sevastopol," "Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002" "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " "Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville
Wood," "Poziers," "Guillemont," "FlersCourcelette,"
"Morval," "Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, '18," "Vimy, 1917," "Scarpe, 1917,"
"Oppy," "Pilckem," "Langemarck, 1917," "Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," "Broodseinde," "Passchendaele," "Cambrgi.
1917, '18" "St. Quentin," "Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," "Hazebrouck," "Kemmel," "Ameins," "Bpaume,
1918," "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," "Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell ' Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" S h a r q a t , " "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Second World War—"Defence of the Escaut," "Foret de Nieppe," " N o r t h  W e s t E u r o p e , 1 9 4 0 , " "Alam el Haifa," " E l A l a m e i n , "
"Djebel Abiod," "Djebel Azzag, 1942," "Oued Zarga," "Djebel Ang," "Medjez Plain," "Longstop Hill, 1943," "Si Abdallah," "North
Africa, 194243," "Centuripe," "Monte Rivoglia," "Sicily, 1943," " Termoli," "San Salvo," "The Sangro," "Romagnoli," "Impos
sible Bridge," "Villa Grande," "Cassino," "Castle Hill," "Liri Valley," "Piedimonte Hill," "Trasiniene Line," "Arezzo,"
"Advance to Florence," "Monte Scalarl," "Casa Fortis," "Rimini Line," "Savio Bridgehead," "Monte Pianoereno," "Monte
Spaduro," "The Senio," "Argenta Gap," "Italy, 194345," "Greece, 194445," "Leros," "Malta, 194042," "North Arakan,"
"Razabil," "Mayu Tunnels," "Defence of Kohima," "Taungtha," Sittang, 1945," "Burma, 194345."
ColonelinChief : H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment : LieutenantGeneral Sir William Oliver, K.C.B., O.B.E., D.L.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army :
1st Bn., Royal New Brunswick Regiment—ColonelinChief : H.M. The Queen.
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces :
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions :
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
British Forces Post Office 53.
4th/5th Bn. (T.A.)—Tonbridge.
Units of the Army Cadet Force affiliated :
1st A.C.F. Bn., Maidstone.
2nd. A.C.F. Bn., Tunbridge Wells.
"The Queen's Own Gazette" is published monthly.
Subscription : The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows : Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other
Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Address MSS. direct to the
Editor. The Barracks. Maidstone.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

334

The proposal was put forward by Mr. P. W. Walker,
M.S.M. We offer him our apologies for the error.

^Editorial

*

*

*

*

Christmas Cards

A few still available at 1/ld. each .

4

feasatfs

*

*

*

*

Regimental Diaries

flkrofittos

Orders can still be accepted for a limited number of
diaries.
Wallet (complete with pencil)
18/4d.
Leather (complete with pencil)
5/4d.
Plexide (complete with pencil)
4/4d.
Refill for wallet
2/1 Od.
*
He
*
*
Forthcoming Events

T

HE Editor would like to thank everybody who has
assisted in ane way or another in producing the
Queen's Own Gazette during the past year.
*

*

*

May 8th—At Home, Savoy Hotel. Regimental Dinner,
United Services' Club.
July 10th—Regimental Golf Meeting, Wrotham Heath.
July 22nd, 23rd, 25th and 27th—Maidstone Cricket Week.
July 26th—21st Annual Reunion (subject to confirmation).

*

We are deeply indebted to the Management and Staff
of the Kent Messenger for all their willing help and advice.
*
*
*
*
We hear that the 1st Battalion will probably leave
Cyprus for B.A.O.R. during November next year.
*
*
*
*
From time to time, we are asked to publish lists of
Officers who are no longer on the Regimental list and also
Officers who are reemployed. These lists are published
below, which are, as far as we know, correct, but if there
are any omissions or amendments we should be glad to
receive them.
Serving Officers no longer on the Regimental List

Maj.Gen. D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., Col
chester.
Col. A. Martyn, O.B.E., South Western District.
Brigadier A. R. Fyler, O.B.E., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Lt.Col. P. E. Crook, O.B.E., D.S.O., MidWest District.
Col. D. W. Jackson, O.B.E., War Office.
ReEmployed Officers

The following is a list of reemployed retired officers :—
Col. H. J. S. Brooke, O.B.E., R.O.I, War Office.
Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E., R.O.I, War Office.
Capt. C. L. Carey, R.O.III, Crowborough.
Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell, O.B.E., R.O.I 1, War Office,
Woolwich.
Lt.Col. A. A. Eason, R.O.III, Depot R.W.K.
Lt.Col. J. M. Haycraft, R.O.III, War Office.
Lt.Col. B. E. Hazelton, D.S.O., M.C., R.O.III, Boving
ton Camp.
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell. R.O.III, Home Counties District.
Col. R. O. Pulverman, O.B.E., R.O.II, War Office.
Maj.Gen. R. A. Riddell, C.B.E., R.O.I, Defence
Ministry.
Lt.Col. L. F. Steele, R.O.III, War Office.
*
*
*
*
In the November issue we stated that Mr. Carman put
forward a suggestion that books should be provided in the
Guard Room and Sergeants' Mess in which visitors could
sign their names.

Social and Personal
Lt.Gen. Sir James O'Dowda has sent us an extract
from a letter he received from his nephew, who is serving
on the Staff in Cyprus :
" Your Regiment were up here the other day—they sent
the Band and a Guard of Honour for when the CinC
Middle East Air Force said 'goodbye' on giving up his
appointment at Joint H.Q. I watched the parade and they
were in great form—it was good to see soldiers again; we
do not see enough of them in our offices here."
*

*

*

*

Capt. P. R. Stock and Mr. J. E. Grubb both had the
honour of attending an investiture at Buckingham Palace
recently, where they both received the M.B.E. from Her
Majesty the Queen.
*
*
*
*
Mr. Grubb informs us that the following information
will be of interest to the 1st Battalion :

Forthcoming Event:

Nelda vom Jagerteich, late of Luneburg 1954/56, now
Shorncliffe, expects to become a proud mother at the end
of January, 1959.
*

*

*

*

In a letter to Major Reg. Love, Bob Sivers, writing
from Alderney, says—they are settled in comfortably in
their new house and with the aid of two gardeners have
managed to lay out their garden. Bob manages to put in
one day's fishing a week and has had considerable success
with Mullet.
*

*

*

*

Calling Books are now available in the Sergeants' Mess
and Guard Room at the Depot, but so far the only signa
tures are those of the Officers who carried out the Admin.
Inspection recently.
*

*

*

*

The following have signed the Colonel of the Regi
ments Book :
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Major David Ruffell, who is now with the R.C.B. at
Westbury.
Major Charles Willis, who is now serving with a
Liaison H.Q. in B.A.O.R.
Capt. Colin Craven, on reverting to Home Establish
ment after serving three years with I K.A.R., will be joining
the 1st Battalion in due course.
Mr. Eric Hoggart paid us a visit recently; he has now
moved into quarters in Tonbridge.
Major Pat Elgood signed up prior to proceeding to
Cyprus to join the 1st Battalion.
Finally, we welcome P. F. Valpy from Mons O.C.S.
on first appointment; he is also joining the 1st Battalion
in Cyprus shortly.



REGIMENTAL

MUSEUM

S

INCE our last contribution to the Q.O.G., the furnishing
of the Museum has undergone a slight improvement.
In the main room, upstairs, the muchworn and dusty coir
matting has been removed, we now have lino, lengths
gracing the surrounds of the Regimental Museum.
This month the Museum is most fortunate in having
been presented with decorations of outstanding historical
and Regimental value, the D.S.O. and three Bars won by
the late Lt.Col. W. R. A. Dawson. As many of our readers
will remember, Col. Dawson commanded the 6th Battalion
during the 191418 War, was wounded seven time and died
a few days before the Armistice from the effects of his
seventh wound. The decorations and medals have been
presented to the Regimental Museum for safe keeping on
permanent loan.
Among our many recent visitors have been several
members of the 1st Battalion from Cyprus, the last being
Band Sgt. Clarke, who was greatly amused when he saw
the Band name stone, presented to—and quickly rejected
by—the Curator, when the Band left for Cyprus. The stone
is not a Museum relic. For the benefit of the remaining
members of the Band, the stone of stone now reposes out
side the Museum, awaiting owners' return in 1959.
The Curator would like to take this opportunity of
sending his most grateful thanks to all the kind people who
have sent donations and exhibits to the Museum during
1958.
Col. C. R. Ingram, D.S.O., O.B.E.—Turkish Carbine,
1915; Officers' Helmet, R.W.K.
Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards, M.B.E., D.L.—Programme,
Brookwood Memorial, Saturday, 25th October, 1958.
The Executors of the late Mr. Colin Dawson—Decora
tions and medals of the late Lt.Col. W. R. A. Dawson,
D.S.O.
MajorGeneral D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.—
Sultan of Johore's Jubilee Medal and Miniature.
R.L.
4
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the
following Regimental and other Journals, December, 1958 :
The Dragon.
The R.A.O.C. Journal.
The Royal Engineers Journal.
St. George's Gazette.
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY

The undermentioned Brigadiers (Temp. Maj.Gens) to
be Maj.Gens, on the dates shown :—
C. H. Tarver C.B.E., D.S.O. (380334), late Inf., 16th Sep
tember, 1958.
D. E. B. Talbot, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C. (40742) late Inf.,
29th September, 1958.
Short Service Commission

2/Lt. Maurice Archer (457672) from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List to be 2/Lt., 18th September, 1958, with seniority
23rd August, 1958, for service with the Ghana Army.
Army Emergency Reserve of Officers
National Service List

2/Lt. P. R. Heywood (452638) from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List to be 2/Lt., 14th October, 1958.
Regular Army Reserve of Officers

The undermentioned Officer, having attained the age
limit for liability to recall, cease to belong to the Reserve
of Officers on the dates shown :—
Brigadier (Hon. Maj.Gen.) R. A. Riddell, C.B.E. (14835),
late Inf., 3rd August, 1958.
Capt. (Hon. Major) C. F. Mason (126455) having exceeded
the age limit relinquishes his comm., 26th November,
1958, retaining the hon. rank of Major.
Lt. R. A. Watts (432303) from A.E. Res. of Officers, Nat.
Serv. List, to be Lt., 14th July, 1958, retaining his
present seniority.
ARMY EMERGENCY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
National Service List

Lt. S. R. Finnis (439857) relinquishes his commission,
23rd September, 1958.
Richard Oliver Linforth (453615) (late 2/Lt. R.W.K.) to be
2/Lt., 12th September, 1958, with seniority 27th July,
1957.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

National Service List

Lt. K. Cannell (444780), from T.A. to be Lt., 16th Septem
ber, 1958, retaining his present seniority.
Lt. D. M. Turner (435954) from T.A., to be Lt., 27th Sep
tember, 1958, retaining his present seniority.
4

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS
BIRTHS
HOWLETT.—On November 30th at Louise Margaret
Hospital, Aldershot, to Elizabeth (nee Aspinal), wife
of Capt. Geoffrey Howlett, The Parachute Regiment,
a daughter.
DEATHS
HILLS.—On November 28th, at his home, Lt.Col. A. E.
Hills, T.D., aged 80, formerly Q.O.R.W.K. Funeral
private.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir,
R. E. WYNN—Deceased

Writing on behalf of Mrs. R. E. Wynn, I am writing
to thank you and Dad's old pals for the beautiful floral
tribute and condolences sent on your behalf.
I know that he would be proud to know of your gesture
and we all are in debt to you for your kindness.
Yours sincerely,
E. E. WYNN.
4

HUDDLENATTER XIII

O

NCE again Huddlenatter brought together the members
of the Wartime 2nd Battalion Signals. There was,
on this occasion, a touch of sadness about the proceedings—
Archie was not there. For many years, Archie has been
the focal point in these reunions, one of the prime movers
in getting these " do's " going, he led us all with his jovial
manner and forceful personality. He brought a touch of
briskness to the proceedings, yet despite the absence of
Archie, the attendance was up to its usual standard. As a
matter of interest. Bill Shears—who organises these get
togethers— has added at the end of his report, a list of
those present so that those of my readers who were mem
bers of the Battalion may know who were there.
Some 15 years ago, the 2nd Battalion was sent from
the Middle East to the Dodecanese, which, for the unin
formed, lay off the coast of Turkey, to prevent the Germans
taking them over. The results were unfortunate, and the
Signals Platoon suffered heavy casualties in the subsequent
fighting against the Germans. Whilst this is all history, it
is to be known that the graves of those who lost their lives
are on these lovely islands. So it was a particular interest
to those at the reunion to be able to see photographs taken
by Cpl. Holland (late of the 2nd Battalion) of these graves,
and of various other spots on the Islands which we had
reason to remember. We greatly appreciate the kindness
of Cpl. Holland in coming along.
We decided, notwithstanding the sad death of Archie,
that we would continue these Annual Reunions, more so as
he would have wished it, and we are very grateful to Capt.
Newbald who has so ably taken over the Chairmanship of
" Huddlenatter."
It is always a great thrill to welcome fresh faces—that
is faces not seen of late years—and this was so in the case
of John Browne (late Captain). It was a wonderful gesture
on his part to travel so far. These remarks apply to others
who regularly come along, for, in some cases, they travel
at great expense a considerable way.
As the name implies, these reunions are really an excuse
for us all to have a " natter " and it is astonishing how well
we succeed. The meal is splendid, and there are drinks and
smokes for those who feel so inclined.
H. Atkins, P. Barham, G. Barnes, R. Britten, J. B.
Browne, F. E. Burch, R. D. V. Bellingham, H. C. Chaplin,
H. Croucher, S. Greatrex, R. Harman, W. Hawes, C. J.
Hodges, A. Holland, A. Hook, R. A. James, E. Linden,
A. L. Matthews, G. A. Morris, E. E. Newbald, F. V. Potter,
B. W. Shears, R. H. Stewart, G. M. Young.

8th

BATTALION

DINNER

The Annual Officers Dinner of the 8th Battalion The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment (1914/1918), was
held at The East India and Sport's Club, St. James's Square,
London on Saturday, December 6th, 1958. There were
present:
Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D. (in the Chair), Col.
D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., Lt.Col. H. L. Lewis, Major C. F.
Penton, Major S. Bayliss Smith, Major S. G. Thompson,
M.C., Captain R. P. Baker, M.C., Captain R. O. Russell,
M.C., Captain J. H. Selfe, M.C., Captain R. F. Seddall,
Messrs. C. Binney, F. M. Crowe, J. B. Cryer, M.C., D. G.
Godden, H. R. James, R. A Walker.
A presentation of two late 18th Century Decanters
with inscribed " Port" and " Sherry " labels in silver was
made to Brigadier Brown who has organised the dinner
since 1919.
A message of good wishes was sent to Mr. G. S. Bowen
who was in hospital for an operation.
H. S. BROWN.


IN SOME REMEMBRANCE
will you send a donation to
THE LEAGUE OF REMEMBRANCE (19141945)

PatroninChief: H.M. Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother
Founded in 1914 to assist the widows and dependants of
officers of the three Services, and the Nursing Services, who
work happily making Hospital Dressings. They receive a
grantinaid for their services.
32, GREAT ORMOND STREET, LONDON, W.C.I.
(Registered under the War Charities Act)
Full particulars on application to the Secretary at the
above address.


FORTHCOMING

EVENT

l l t h May—Brigade Golf Meeting, Hendon Golf Club.

AT YOUR SERVICE

AT ALL TIMES

FOR

PHOTOGRAPHY

Lambert Weston & Son Ltd.
106, S A N D G A T E R O A D ,
Tel. 3037

FOLKESTONE

Specialists in—
PORTRAITURE  COMMERCIAL  PRESS 
MILITARY PHOTOGRAPHY
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THE BATTLE HONOURS OF THE QUEEN'S OWN
YPRES, 19141915

D

URING the First World War, battalions of The Queen's
Own fought in the Ypres Salient four times—in 1914,
1915, 1917 and 1918. This article deals with the first two
periods, in both of which, the Regiment was represented by
the 1st Battalion.

After the Allies had repelled the German advance on
Paris in the late summer of 1914, each side strove to out
flank the other near the Belgian coast. The British Expe
ditionary Force was moved from the River Aisne to
positions on the Allied left flank. This was expedient
because the British had a particular interest in preventing
the Germans from seizing the Channel Ports.
In November, 1914, the Germans were attempting a
break through at Ypres, and it became necessary to send
reinforcement's there. So on the 13th, the 1st Battalion,
under Capt. H. D. BuchananDunlop, was marching up the
road to Ypres. When the town came into sight it was, as
usual, being heavily shelled. But the battalion, moving by
companies at 10minute intervals passed through the streets
without casualties. Near Zillebeke it received orders to
take over some trenches from a unit of the 7th Brigade.
The relief was completed by midnight. Within an hour the
Quartermaster, Lt. H. G. Rogers, had arrived with the
rations and hot tea.
The battalion's position was in a wood. In places the
line was only 30 yards from the German trenches. But fallen
trees and broken branches, which had been knocked down
by the shelling, made rushes by the enemy impracticable.
The German snipers, however, were very active. They were
subdued to some extent by Pte. J. Turnbull, who went out
time after time to stalk the hostile marksmen. He always
used a German rifle, and shot many victims before he was
wounded in the foot. He was awarded the D.C.M. Besides
this sniping, the Germans constantly shelled the tracks
along which the supplies came. So the cookers were brought
up at night over seven miles of shellpitted roads to the
reserve trenches. Thence the rations were carried to the
front line along rides in the wood, which were swept by
enemy machine guns.
The outstanding event was an attack made by the Ger
mans on November 17th. It was delivered in close forma
tion against the troops on the left of the battalion. " C "
Company inflicted heavy loss on the enemy by enfilade fire.
The Germans were repulsed all along the line. Their
attempt to reach the Channel ports had been stemmed.
The battalion lost some 50 casualties during this spell
of a week in the Salient. It was then withdrawn for a few
days' rest to Dranoutre. There Major P. M. Robinson,
C.M.G., joined and assumed command.
*

*

*

From the end of November, 1914, until the middle of
February, 1915, the 1st Battalion was fighting, except for
rest periods, in the Messines sector.
On February 20th, the battalion, as part of the 13th
Brigade, returned to the Ypres Salient and again took over
a section of the line near Zillebeke. The trenches were in
a bad state; the enemy were very agressive. On the 22nd,

" B " Company was bombarded by a German trenchmortar,
which blew down portions of the parapet. The enemy then
switched their machine guns on to the gaps, and the com
pany was compelled to vacate its trench. The mortaring
continued for two hours. When it ceased at nightfall, the
damaged trench was reoccupied. During the day, The
Queen's Own had 40 men killed and wounded.
For the next six weeks, the battalion remained in this
sector, apart from two periods of rest. Though a shortage
of ammunition prevented our guns from replying effectively
to the German shelling, The Queen's Own greatly improved
their trenches and wrested the inititative from the enemy.
There were several deeds of valour. Perhaps the most
notable was that performed by Sgt. E. Dennington and Pte.
E. Bunsell. When part of a trench was blown in by shell
fire, they went to the help of a man who was buried in the
debris. Lying on their stomachs within 30 yards of the
enemy, they dug for more than an hour before they rescued
him. They were both awarded the D.C.M.
It was a trying time of constant hard work and endur
ance. The climax came on the night of April 17th, when
the battalion stormed Hill 60, a mound which was of value
as an artillery observation post. This gallant achievement
has been dealt with in a previous article. It cost The
Queen's Own some 320 casualties.
Then came a heavy blow for the Allies. The Germans
launched a gasattack—the first of the war—and broke
through the French line north of Ypres, thus turning the
British flank. To plug the gap, the 13th Brigade was ordered
to deliver a counterattack on April 23rd. So critical was
the situation that there was no time for a proper recon
naissance.
In the counterattack the muchdepleted battalion was
on the left of the first wave. By deploying in a hollow,
casualties were avoided while the troops were forming up.
The advance was made in three lines, the first of which was
commanded by Capt. E. F. MoultonBarrett, M.C. From
the start some French troops converged across the front,
so that the supporting lines had to be held back. Because
of this, the battalion did not come to close quarters with the
enemy. Even so, it lost 105 all ranks from shellfire before
the first line came to a standstill after advancing about
800 yards. On that line the 13th Brigade dug in. The gap
between the British and the French had been closed.
Three days later the battalion, having been reinforced
by a draft of 370 men, took over a sector to the right of
the line reached on April 23rd. After some strenuous dig
ging, the trenches were deep enough to give adequate pro
tection from shelling. But the troops suffered considerably
from gas, against which their only defence was damped
strips of flannel tied over the mouth"' and nose. The bat
talion's task was to assist with covering fire the counter
attacks made by other units on the flanks. None of these
attacks succeeded in driving back the Germans. Neverthe
less, the threat in the Ypres Salient had for the time being
been removed.
H.D.C.
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News from
ist

BATTALION
|V[OVEMBER has seen a

* ' notable increase of
successes against terror
ism and a general feeling
of confidence and
optimism. The killing of
Matsis, Grivas' one time
quartermaster and for
some months the leader
of the terrorist gangs in
the Kyrenia area, has
raised morale consider
ably as he has been
chased by so many units
for so long.
Sp. Coy. have been on
the operation for over
three weeks and captured
an important terrorist
called Sophocleous in a
well. Although they were
not directly concerned
with the Matsis killing, as their task was to deal with
another suspect village nearby, they have indirectly been
very much concerned with it. They have found a number
of arms and explosive and have been working closely with
the Special Branch and C.I.D., who have achieved a
resounding success by following clues, however, small, until
eventually the operation as a whole has paid handsome
dividends. The Wiltshire Regiment, 1 Para., The Royal
Berks, and ourselves have all been concerned in a copybook
operation in which both troops and police have worked
in excellent harmony.
Although the operation was expected to last only a
few days and began in quite a small way, it has gradually
snowballed and it reached its climax with the death of
Matsis. His hide in a house was excellently constructed
and it is doubtful if it would ever have been found without
any information. The operation still continues and we don't
know when Sp. Coy. will return to camp. They have done
particularly well and although they have lost a lot of sleep,
their morale is very high indeed and they would bitterly
oppose being relieved by another Coy.
In any case it is not possible at the moment as all
are committed. "C" and "D" Coys, are operating in the West
Larnaca area pending the arrival of 1 Devon and Dorset
from England. They have also achieved good results,
though not so spectacular, and have also had the first battle
casualty since before the truce last year. Sgt. Sciidder, who
was taking rations to his pi. in a rather remote village, was
slightly wounded in the face and hands by shrapnel from
a Haganah type mortar fired electrically on the side of the

Battalions :
road. His injuries fortunately did not necessitate his going
to hospital and other soldiers in the truck undoubtedly
escaped injury owing to the non metallic armour on the
side of the truck.
Shots were fired at one local running away without
immediate success. This was not surprising as the cable
with which the mortar was operated was 480 yards long
and the operator was running away at a range of about
500 yards. Dogs were brought to the scene and the scent
led straight to a house in a nearby village, though the
occupants were absent. They were subsequently found and
arrested and it seems certain that the operator is now
' inside.'
"A " Coy. have been employed very differently. They
have spent long hours on the nearby Police Square with
the Band and Drums in preparation for providing a Guard
of Honour for Air Marshal Sir Hubert Patch, K.C.B.,
C.B.E., the departing C.inC., M.E.A.F. The Guard on
the day was a success, and congratulated on their turnout
and smartness by both the C.inC., M.E.L.F., and C.inC.,
M.E.A.F. They are still in Episkopi to provide another
Guard of Honour for the incoming C.inC., M.E.A.F., in
a few days time.
The Guard, in No. 1 Dress, was
Commanded by Capt. C. S. Clarke, and the Regimental
Colour was carried by Lt. Colgate.
The whole Bn. has therefore been widely dispersed in
varying roles, but are .due to return to the fold in the near
future. We then revert to our role of Island Reserve, and
with any luck and in the light of the increased tempo of
operations, we hope to be sent on a proper Bn. operation.
Sport has naturally been limited and intermittent. One
Rugger match was played with a very incomplete side and
we were beaten 3—0 by the Locusts. Two other Rugger
matches had to be cancelled. There have been several
league football fixtures but the team has not had much
success. The grounds are still very hard as there has been
virtually no rain as yet, although it is getting colder and
we are again in battle dress.
There has been one officer arrival and we welcome
Capt. Goodwin to the Bn., and two small drafts have left
and we wish them the best of luck in civil life.
Finally we would again like to assure any readers
who have relatives serving in the Bn. that Cyprus is not
the " terror isle " or " burning cauldron " that certain British
newspapers try to make it. Articles about shopping being
dangerous and children being kidnapped are often untrue
or exaggerated and could cause unnecessary alarm and
despondency among our relatives at home. The morale
of everyone here, including the families, is extremely high.
Recent curfews at certain times of the day have done much
to make life safer, civilians have been armed and taught
how to fire pistols and the murder rate has dropped con
siderably since these measures were introduced. In a few
cases, elderly relatives are coming out here for a holiday
and with the almost perfect weather we are having here,
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Cyprus could be a great deal worse and no families would
dream of going home voluntarily. We earnestly ask any
mothers, fathers or girl friends not to worry unduly or
believe everything they read in the Press.
There are
naturally certain risks out here but they are not as
formidable as they may seen.

" C " COMPANY
The Coy. this month has been bisected, trisected and
at the moment consists only of the Coy. Commander, C.S.M.
(reported to be on the dole), C.Q.M.S. and the other mem
bers of the Corps Elite of Coy. H.Q. We will therefore
endeavour an allembracing report of the activities of the
Coy. as a whole.
After leaving the Wild Irishmen of the Royal Ulster
Rifles and Camp " L " Guard at Famagusta, we came back
with plans for a week's training. But as usual training
came off a second best to fatigues. However, even the
routine of Duty Coy. was broken when 7 PI. succumbed
to the plaintive cries of " D " Coy. and went off to boost
up their strength and morale on detachment. The remainder
of the Coy. rapidly diminished in strength as Sp. Coy.
called for reinforcements; they are actually on I.S. Duties
in the Kyrenia area, and are not, as we heard, teaching
that able Coy. to operate their B.A.T. Guns.
Our " Sunray," surrounded by assets, double entries,
sundry creditors and debtors, is working jolly hard (so he
assures us) on the Quarterly Audit Board. To put an end
to all rumours, he will shortly make a most welcome return
to.fulltime duties with the Coy.
To the newcomers: Ptes. Stein, King, Simmons, Hutton,
Sidders, Warman, Gowers, Curr and Quinnell, late of the
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Depot, we wish a successful and happy stay with the Coy.
We also wish Cpl. John Winter, L.Cpl. Roger Munden and
Ptes. Dave Drury and Paul Aufenast all the best in Civvy
Street and the years to come. They finally managed to
tear themselves away from us, blaming " Q " Movements
for their delayed departure; but we know better; they
couldn't decide whether to ' Sign On ' or not.
Congratulations to L.Cpl. Garry Francis on the
occasion of his reaching substantive parent rank, his wife
presented him with a son — well done ! Still they say
that National Service will be finished soon, so no need to
worry for him on that account.
Pte. Pat Birdsall has left the comparative safety of
the Coy. Office and in company with L.Cpl. Pete Gilkes,
the notorious arms storeman, both in need of haircuts,
ventured forth to catch the boat home. Unfortunately for
them; the R.S.M. executing a beautiful tactical movement,
ambushed the pair as they went out of the gates. The
hapless couple returned to lose many weeks coveted growth
of hair in a matter of seconds. The moral of this little
tale is: "Those in out of the way jobs, get a haircut,
you never know the moment nor the day."
Christmas is almost upon us and makes its proximity
felt with the various raffles, draws, stiring of Christmas
puddings, plans for the Coy. ' Smoker,' etc., etc., all taking
an increasing part in the day's work. Certain members of
the Coy. are breaking out in ever widening grins as they
think of their Christmas leave to U.K. We wish Mr. Clinch,
Ptes. Jim Harris, Pete Welch, Blondie Newitt and Cpl.
Frank Lowe a pleasant Christmas at home and trust that
they will think of their comrades in Cyprus, sweating in
comparison to the English clime. We look forward to their
returning, no doubt refreshed bv a drop of old mild and
bitter and a few lungfulls of smog. Mr. Govan has taken
the opportunity and the plane and has already started
his U.K. leave.
Cpl. ' Rocky' Lane has just left today for his pre
release course. We wish him luck with the hazards of
plumbing in England at this time of year.
Well, that is the situation to date. We hope, in the nQt,
too distant future, to have the whole Coy. together again;
Coy. Muster Parade here in C.B.S. Camp just don't seem
quite the same with only the C.S.M. and six men, not
to mention Jim Harris' cat, on parade.
Stop Press: The Colours and Mrs. Partridge have had
to add to their Ration State. Congratulations, they now
have a little sister for their young sons and heirs.
" The Charlies."

" D " COMPANY

Pte. K. O'Connoll, attached
6 Guard Dog Unit, R.M.P.

The month under review started and ended with a
bang. Hardly had the clatter of the typewriter died away
after writing the last notes when one of our vehicles
carrying the Coy.'s star footballers, Perritt, Russell and
Gliddon, narrowly escaped destruction by an electrically
detonated mine concealed beneath a culvert. Fortunately
the mine exploded a split second too soon and although
an enormous crater was blown in the road and the vehicle
was badly damaged, the driver, Pte. Stannage, did remark
ably well to bring the one tonner to a halt in a vineyard
and all escaped with no more than a shaking and minor
cuts and bruises. Needless to say the men responsible for
the incident beat an immediate retreat; a tracker dog from
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the Royal Ulster Rifles later led to the house of two suspects
who were found in bed fully clad with their shoes on.
The second bang occurred on 15th November, when
a party under command of Sgt. Scudder was returning to
his PI. base at Ora with rations. They had just rounded
the first half of .a hairpin bend on the narrow, mud road
when an " Eoka hero " who was lying concealed a quarter
of a mile away fired an improvised mortar, which was
connected by a cable to his position, at the leading vehicle.
Again the Coy. must consider itself most fortunate: the
only casualty was Sgt. Scudder, whose wounds, caused by
pellets in the face and body, are nasty but not serious.
In the action which ensued, Pte. Panton fired five rounds
from his rifle and Pte. Hollands two at a fleeting figure
seen disappearing at high speed over a hill. Another
tracker dog led to the house of two men who were arrested
the next morning for questioning.
At the present time the Coy. is scattered across yet
another part of Terror Isle. Ably supported by two Pl.s
of " C " Coy. we are now responsible for the safety and
security of a large area known as the West Larnaca district;
the countryside includes coast, plain and mountains. On
the first of the month we left C.B.S. Camp and our long
convoy headed south. We halted at Pano Kophinou, a
friendly Turkish village half way between Nicosia and
Limassol. Coy. headquarters and 10 PI. remained here
and 12 PI. took the long, tortuous mountainroad to Ora.
For the duration of our present commitment, 11 PI. has
of necessity gone into suspended animation, its members
reinforcing the other two Pl.s so that they may be of
sufficient strength to fulfil their mission. We are here
for a period of three weeks, holding the area until the
arrival of the Devonshire and Dorset Regt. from England.
Working in cooperation with the police we have found
bombs, an improvised mortar and a pistol, but on the
whole, as seems customary when the Queen's Own move
in. the area has been quiet and peaceful, which gives us
reason to believe that our methods are sound.
Our work includes frequent road blocks, where cars
and passengers are searched, identities checked and noted;
night ambushes on tracks which we suspect our enemies
may use; cofTeehouse checks; house searches and of course,
patrolling. As the rainy season has just started the latter
activity often means getting soaked to the skin. It is
nevertheless a popular role; the open fields and the steep
mountain sides offering a stimulating challenge after the
restricted life in C.B.S. Camp. One such patrol, led by
the Coy. Commander, recently sampled the hospitality at
Stavrovouni Monastery, which is perched on the rocky cap
of the rugged hill which dominates the whole area. The
exertions of the climb made compo stewed steak and sour
Cypriot bread more appetising than they would be in their
own right. The return march via Pyrga, where 7 PI. is
based, and then eight or nine miles down the road at a
cracking pace set by Mr. Cleaver, left Luke, the Coy.
Commander's batman, with blistered feet which would
not fit into his boots the next morning and he was
reluctantly compelled to miss muster parade !
Since last month, when we gratefully left the monoton
ous and tiring life at Pyla Detention Camp, we have spent
one week in camp. The training programme kept us fully
occupied. On the sports field our PI. football teams were
all victorious and we are optimistic that they will occupy
the first three places in the Bn. league. Our repainting
programme and the production of bedside lockers has

continued. For once we have not lost any of our members
permanently (we bade a brief farewell to certain unfortun
ates who spent a time at the Military Corrective Establish
ment but we expect to see them with us again shortly !).
We welcome the members of the last draft from " B " Coy.,
who are fortunate to join us at such an interesting time,
when, as the Coy. Commander constantly reminds us in
the Prime Minister's words, " We've never had it so good !

"H.Q." COMPANY
Once again pen has to be put to paper to present
another episode in the life of the little people. It seems
that tent operations are yet again to the fore with the
news that our Coy. Commander (no change as of previous
editions) has a new, neat, square E.P.I.P. Tent. For the
task of setting up Messrs. Barham and Weller, of Drums
Erection Inc., were again put under contract. With due
precision they and their helpers, amazingly enough including
Co. Office wallahs, proceeded to collapse the original tent,
surprisingly all loose ropes and stray bits of tentage did
not get into the usual confused mess. The new roofs were
unfolded and then attached to the single bamboo pole,
which on inspection was not rotten, as had been predicted
and to the accompaniment of strange exhortations it rose
majestically to a vertical, or nearly so, position. At this
point the dull breeze which had been no trouble until
now, suddenly sensed that operations were proceeding too
smoothly and abruptly whipped the loosely hanging roofs
around the pole. At once there was the cry of " man
the ropes," at which all available strained in different
directions and miraculously it was discovered that the
tent was at last secure. With the addition of the walls
everything was made shipshape and Queen's Own fashion.
In between his many refereeing commitments the
C.S.M. continues to roar into camp " Fangio " style at the
wheel of his Volkswagen and bets are still being taken as
to when he will miss the bridge over the drainage ditch
altogether.
With the departure to U.K. of Cpl. " Farny " Farn
field, the C.O.S., a gap has appeared in the Coy. Office
which as yet has not been plugged. Still, while there are
N.C.O.s, there is hope.
Our redoubtable clerks, Ptes. " Dell " Curd and " Reg "
Stannard, are clerking as never before. The former is always
having swalher of bandage applied to his legs, the result of
insisting on getting down to it and playing football on his
knees, while the latter is thinking of having reins and
stirrups fitted to the typewriter. One can imaging the Coy.
Detail being lashed into full gallop ! ! The " Lightning "
Thorne still flashes in and out of the office, between delving
into masses of camera guides and photographic manuals.
In the midst of this chaotic existence the Coy. Records
C'erk lurks deep in his docs, box trying to evade all who
come to plague him.
In the Arms Store L.Cpl. " Jeem" Walker, after
recently returning from the U.K., where he acquired a
wife, seems to have been getting some practising done for
his interior decorating by painting all the racks and boxes
in the arms store a light blue colour. What with the
sickly sfell of paint and various grades of oil, both Jim
and " Owly " Older must be well and truly odour proof.
In the Coy. Store, our Colour bloke, the honourable
" Dick " (" aint got none ") Barton, has lashed the whip
over his stopemen and installed them in a palatial new stores
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tent and has now started renovating all sorts of miscellane
ous items of kit.
The latest request to the Coy. Office came at 2100
hours one night last week. A stranger suddenly wriggled
in under the fastened flap of the office and quickly asked
whether we could supply him with one sand bag, empty.
He disappeared surprisingly quickly at the rather outspoken
reply he received from the office inmates.
Surprise of the week has been that it has just been
discovered that one of our cats is a Tom ! ! From its
cattype grin it must be the only one on the camp.
So as the rain sloshes in over the duck boards we say
farewell to the sunshine isle.
" consummatum est"

The Battalion Orderly Room
The B.O.R. continues to run with effortless precision,
despite its gaining the services of two new members,
namely Ptes. " Rastus " Greening and " Flook " Lunn, and
its losing of Ptes. " Hank " Holden and " Cardew " Froud.
The former has joined the Coy. across the path; the latter
has sought refuge down in " D " Coy., where, daily, he
may be seen running the Coy.'s affairs with a casual air
that is to be wondered at, but not emulated.
An occurrence worthy of note was the digging ol a
Monsoon Trench around the B.O.R. Tent. This epic feat
was carried out during working afternoons, ably supervised
by our own Cpl. Barton. Cpl. Barton's demonstrations of
pickmanship, his " easy grace," will linger long in Orderly
Room Myth and Legend. Members of the Orderly Room
will be among the first to extoll the stark and economic
beauty of this trench, admittedly one of the finest of its
kind on the Island.
Following close upon the heels of this stupendous
project was a Coy. Commander's inspection, an event which
had been expected and dreaded for many a long day. All
the lads (and Liz) were busy bulling packs and pouches,
all the while discussing whether it was really necessary to
do the back brasses, when Pte. Bates entered and announced,
" They've only got a Coy. Drill Parade on as well." A
strong team was entered, but owing to adverse temporal
conditions and a somewhat scanty geographical knowledge
of C.B.S. Camp they did not compete.
Pte. "Pluto" Bates has left us for the apparently
greater amenities of some place called " Blighty," whence
he will return in one month, to resume his arduous life of
duplicating. I hope . . .
An intrepid little bunch of heroes made a sorty into
Nicosia to do their Christmas shopping. They returned
unharmed, clutching frugal parcels in hot, grubby hands.
We are still wondering how to pack the bag which Terry
proudly brought back.
We had one op. (nearly) when it was decided to test
the speed with which the Bn. could move out. Needless
to say, many moans and groans were heard, but the Bn.
proved that they were on the ball. C'est la Guerre.

M.T. Section
Dark skies and a rise in the sale of umbrellas, tell us
that winter draws nigh.
As November begins, so the Right Honourable Section
Scribe makes a journey into the world of literature, to view,
in retrospect, the month of October.
This month the notes start with a pleasant fact. In the
words of the Mekon, " Gentlemen " (meaning the drivers
and all associate M.T. members) " this has been an accident
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free month." And in these days of wouldbe Fangios, that
is quite something. In all seriousness, for our drivers to
cover over 40.000 miles and have no accidents, is worthy of
special mention and the thanks of those who rely so much
upon them.
Of late, the wellknown figure of Sgt. Brown has not
been seen so often, around the M.T. park. He has joined
the ranks of the intelligent, to study for that elusive quali
fication, namely, A.C.E. 1st class. After having spent so
long among the " Clued up " lads of the M.T., we have no
doubt that he will pass with flying colours.
During Sgt. Brown's absence, his place was taken by
Cpl. Davis, late of
ton, late of 1 ton, late, of anywhere,
complete with tape recorder. No one is quite sure, even
yet, whether Cpl Davis was acting as an M.T. Sgt. or a disc
jockey. No prize for the answer.
Some time ago, one of our drivers was guilty of shoot
ing up a champ. Well, Bill Stannage has progressed from
bullets, to mines. Returning to an operational company,
his wagon was removed, rather abruptly, from the road by
our E.O.K..A. friends at play. Luckily noone was injured
to any great extent and rumours that Bill had had a mine
detector fitted to his wagon just aren't true.
Our athletic type A/M.T.O. was recently promoted to
the rank of full lieutenant. To celebrate this, he went away
to Famagusta on a boxing referee's course. When
Mr. Colgate returned, it was not to the position of 2IC
Campbell's Kingdom. Instead, he found himself en route
for a tour of duly with one of the rifle companies. We all
wish him farewell and hope that he enjoyed his time spent
with us.
All that is left of the passing of Mr. Colgate is one
slightly shopsoiled batman, who has of late taken refuge in
the documents office. So far, this batmancumclerk has
reached quite a degree of proficiency in the art of collecting
tea and can be relied upon to make the trip to the local
" Charwallas " and back in ten minutes, with only half a
glass of tea missing. We have hopes that under the careful
tuition of Sgt. Manders and Cpl. Sands, our 1 "Fred" will
attain even gi eater speed and a steadiness of hand.
The latter end of the month saw the section in a not
unfamiliar quandary, as we once again have two M.T. Sgts.
This was brought about by Sgt. " Tiddler " Ticehurst joining
us. fresh from an M.T. course at Borden in dear old Blighty.
It may be remembered that Sgt. Ticehurst was a battalion
boxer last year and no doubt, instead of us having " working
periods," it will be " working rounds."
Throughout recent weeks, there has been much specula
tion within the section, on the introduction of a Central
Servicing System, at the beginning of November. The idea
is for drivers to have their vehicles serviced on the system
which is widely used by civilian trucking companies. The
idea of the "system is that instead of 70 drivers each collect
ing a " Rocket " for not having their servicing up to date,
one person collects 70 " Rockets." All for one and one
for all !
As the month ended, our thoughts turned to the
Christmas festivities and. with a view to us having a really
fine party, committees have been set up to produce some
thing special. On the entertainments side are L/Cpl. Bell
and Ptes. Till and Medley. The buffet is in the capable (we
hope) hands of Cpls. Sands and Mahoney, and the bar is to
be organised by Cpl. Davis and Cfn. Walley.
The Mekon Fans.
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Band
To start with an apology is usually a bad thing, but
that is what we shall have to do, since our notes have not
been as regular as we should have liked. This is mainly due
to the most important event of the Band year—leave.
The Bandmaster, C/Sgt. "Taffy" Clark, Sgt. "Tim"
Healey, L/Cpl. Lovell, Bdsm. Eke and Padgham all flew
home for their respective entitlements, whilst the remainder
departed locally to Golden Sands Leave Camp, Famagusta.
Friday, October 3rd, was a red letter day for the Band.
Having been on the island for eleven months, the Stores
and Library were still in tents awaiting a more permanent
site, and on that day permission was granted to move into a
hut recently vacated by the R.E. Parachute Detachment,
across on the other side of the camp. So without more ado
the few of us back from leave, under the directing eye of
Sgt. Colin McGowan, moved the whole issue in one morn
ing, with slight assistance from the M.T. Section ! The
whole of the following week was spent in washing and
distempering walls, moving boxes, painting windows,
sweeping floors and drinking vast quantities of tea in true
British workmanlike tradition, until with aching muscles we
looked back on the fruits of our labours to see a new Stores
and Library under one solid roof. To the rear of the hut
is an atlap walled outhouse joining the hut and practice
tent. This has been found ideal for Dance Band rehearsals,
with one disadvantage—it leaks like a sieve. However,
Bdsm. Ivor Thomas has been persuaded to chew gum
instead of smoking in the hope of patching the roof
sufficiently to save his cigarettes from getting wet !
On vSaturday, 18th October, the SevenPiece Dance
Band went to 518 Royal Pioneer Corps Sgts.' Mess to play
at a Mess Social. The attendance was not vast, but that is
no reflection on the Band's performance. The following
morning the Military Band played in church for the annual
Harvest Thanksgiving.

When an Officer leaves the Mess it is usually his
privilege to choose the programme at his final Dinner.
Lt. Gibbs proved that he could not only select a programme,
but play the EEb Bass part of American Patrol as well,
much to everyone's mirth.
On the 29th October, the Military Band played a
programme for the Wives' Club Bring and Buy Sale at the
W.V.S. Room, at which the attendance was good despite a
rather dull afternoon.
This month we welcome back to our midst Bdsm.
" Dodger " Green, Brian Kelly and Alan Stidolph, who for
the past twelve months have been studying at the Royal
Military School of Music, Kneller Hall. At the same time
we must say a temporary farewell to Bdsm. Bob Thompson
and " Lottie " Lockyer, who have gone up to take their
place.
Our No. 3 Dress made its last appearance of the year
on Remembrance Sunday, 9th November, when the Military
Band played at the morning service in the outdoor cinema.
The Corps of Drums played Last Post and Reveille, making
the whole service a most moving ceremony worthy of the
auspicious occasion.
On the sporting side, the Band has again taken a keen
interest in both football and hockey. Our league football
record to date is a win, a draw and two losses; not terribly
impressive yet, but with several new members in the team
we cannot hope to play up to last year's standard just yet.
John.

Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
" T h e Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.

Lt.Col. Flint stirs Christmas pudding, watched by Major Blake, C.S.M. Smith, Sgt. Quinn, Ptes. Wenman, Fagan

and Rayner.
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SERGEANTS' MESS
How high is the moon ? That is the question most
commonly asked in the Mess these days. The answer at the
moment is £191 cash. The moon, of course, being the
target for our Christmas draw sale of tickets. Being only
early November, we all are confident that we shall reach an
alltime record this year. O.R.Q.M.S. Les Marshall has put
in a great deal of work and has beaten back repeat attacks
from Mrs. Jose Marshall, when she has attempted to use
the room containing the prizes, and now, thanks to his
determination, Mrs. M. has retreated to the Tree House in
the garden. Sgt. Les Flavell, R.A.P.C., has also been kept
busy issuing tickets, collecting money, and keeping accounts,
and can be seen most nights poring over the books, and
counting the money like his ancestor, Scrooge.
Another topic of conversation recently was soccer
refereeing. Two of our members having just passed out as
III Class after attending a local course. Many heated argu
ments now take place between the Veterans of some years'
standing and the " new boys." The catch phrase of the
veterans is: " R.S.M. Watts told me, he should know." To
which the "new boys" reply: " Ohoh, Ohoh, what a
referee," and so the battle goes on.
We congratulate Sgt. Colin McGowan, Band attached
J R.W.K., on assuming the duties of Director of Music,
during the absence on leave of Bandmaster Watkins,
A.R.C.M., M.B.E., etc., etc., and Band Colour Sgt. Taffy
Clark, K.K.B., H.Q. and Depot. Colin has done great
things with his handful of men. Obviously spurred on by
his promise of 10 per cent of the takings. Unfortunately,
C/Sgt. Taffy is due back last Friday and he then, of course,
will take over the Baton and 10 per cent on arrival.
Hula Hooping has not yet hit the Mess, despite an
attempt by one of the members to introduce it on social
nights. Fortunately or unfortunately, whichever the case
may be. Hoops (of the size and pattern required) are not
available in this island of squares. Rumour has it there is
a scheme afoot to manufacture our own. Look out, little
Tubby men, your fat is at stake. Talking of stakes, the
messing is still quite good, despite the abundance of
cucumber sandwiches.
Winter drawers on, and W.E.F. yesterday B.D. trousers
will be worn. We should be due for a spell of hot weather
now. Despite the stories you hear about us sweating and
toiling in this island in the sun . . . most members have
found time to outgrow their Battle Dress. Higher authori
ties have attributed this to the amount of laughing going on.
Now disciplinary action will be taken against any rank
laughing during parade hours.
Sgt. Tiddler Ticehurst recently returned from his M.T.
course in U.K. and is now busy taking over the Nuts, Bolts,
and Worktickets from Sgt. Brown. Mrs. Ticehurst was, of
course, so happy on his return.
Drum Maj. Windsor Clark was hauled before a board
of C/Sgts. recently, charged with ungentlemanly conduct,
i.e., Predutice to the good order and Musical discipline in
that he on the said date did attempt to force Drummers
under his command to play Welsh Marches. He was found
guilty and sentenced to Drinks All Round. Sentence was
not confirmed by Mrs. Grace Clark, who said he could not
be held responsible as he was of unsound mind. She should
know. Foiled again.

Always choose the best—

FREMUNS
'ELEPHANT'
ALES
FREMLINS LTD  MAIDSTONE & LONDON

Another whisper going around the Mess is that we have
ordered 48 furlined leatherbound drinking mugs for the
winter. We hope they arrive soon. Perhaps they will come
at the same time as our Foam Rubber Noiseless Soup
Spoons.
Much movement has been going on in the Mess lines,
with our winter tents going up. Some of us have had to
move our belongings about 6 yards along the line. We
only hope there is truth in the rumour that we can claim
£5 disturbance allowance.
C/Sgt. George Levett is doing much to higher the
standard of entertainment, at the same time extracting the
coppers from unsuspecting members in return for draw
tickets. He makes you feel he is giving something for
nothing. That can't be true; he is a C.Q.M.S.
It is unusual, 1 know, to include adverts in Buster Notes.
But if anybody wants to buy about 49 Monkey Jackets,
Cumberlands and sets of Miniature Medals, please contact
P.M.C. by cheque soonest.
In closing, on behalf of the Sgts.' Mess, we wish you all
a merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year (especially
after April 1st).
U.G.H.

WIVES' C L U B
Our October social look the form of a Bring and Buy
Sale, which, as several Companies were out on detachment,
we were unable to hold until October 29th. Unavoidably,
the date fixed followed Ochi Day and we had some mis
givings as to whether movement would have been paralysed
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as a result of any Greek " Jollifications " which might have
happened on 28th. All was quiet, however, and there was
an excellent attendance of wives, children, fathers, soldiers
and friends of the Bn. The precaution of holding the
sale indoors was, in the event, unecessary, as the fine
summery weather remained unbroken. The sideshows very
kindly put on by Companies, the small Band playing under
the able direction of Sgt. McGowan and the slides and
seesaws, were great attractions for the children, and allowed
the " Mums" to be free to concentrate on the serious busi
ness of hunting bargains. We were somewhat diffident
about a financial target, but were overwhelmed at the splen
did total of £57 clear profit. A cheque for £25 has been
sent to Miss Patterson for the Red Cross Home for Sick
Children, Saittas, Cyprus; £5 has been given to Miss Long,
of the W.V.S., who works indefatigably for our soldiers'
welfare, for use on behalf of the troops. The balance will
help to swell the funds for the Children's Christmas Party.
Special thanks must be given to the Committee for
sustained hard work and collecting, and to the coopted
helpers.
Mrs. Osborne and Mrs. Tarver collected £8 6s. Od. on
the bottle stall. The only one left contained some powerful
dark liquid which we hear had a beneficial effect on the
drains of chez Osborne ! Mrs. Marshall took £5 4s. Od. on
the cake stall, where many of the professionally finished
cakes were contributed by her. Next time we must ask for
many more cakes to be contributed, as they sold out rapidly.
Mrs. Barrett and Mrs. Drakes did noble work with the
secondhand clothing and, due to their persuasive powers,
netted £8 1 Is. Od. Mrs. Shearburn, although no longer with
the Bn., presided over the new clothes, embroideries,
woollens and household items, which brought in £14 15s. Od.
Mrs. Waring found that the toys went in a flash and was left
with books and magazines with titles such as " Desire in the
Dust," which were snapped up when the soldiers arrived.
Her total takings were £4 5s. Od. Mrs. Parker worked like
a Trojan at her grocery shop and, with Mrs. Hurley's help,
they took £7; When the rush there was over, Mrs. Hurley,
with her husband's help, did cups of tea and made 25s.
Last, but by no means least, we thank the donors of the
Raffles. Mrs. Blake made and gave an enormous Christmas
cake, black with fruit and brandy, topped with snow and
weighing 15 lb. Good eating to the Tidy family, who were
the very fortunate winners. Chris Peppos gave a willow
pattern doll's tea set much hankered after by all the little
girls. Sarah Waring won it and has had to send a hasty P.S.
to Father Christmas to delete toy tea set from her list.
Mohamed Ibraham gave a Hornby train set. It was the
hope of every small and some of the bigger boys to win
this. John Shields was the lucky one if Sgt. Shields lets him
have a look in occasionally !
The raffles brought in £6 14s. Od., and we have to
thank Mrs. Atkins for dealing so speedily with three raffles
simultaneously.
Thanks also go to Mrs. Flint, who gave house room to
most of the goods beforehand. The mouse kindly donated
by a member who wishes to remain anonymous fell victim
to the Flint's cat during a hilarious pricing session and
never reached the sale.
Finally, our thanks to Mrs. Crumplin, whose idea it
was to hold the sale, and condolences that she was unable
to attend.
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4 th

5 th

BATTALION

LT.COL. G. E. L. PARDINGTON, M.B.E., T.D.,
HONORARY COLONEL
4th/5th BN., THE QUEEN S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT
REGIMENT

'T'HE Commanding Officer writes:—
*
It is with the very greatest pleasure
that we congratulate Col. Pardington on
his appointment as Honorary Colonel of
the Bn. and. at the same time we extend
to him the warmest of welcomes on his
return to the Territorial Army.
Our new Honorary Colonel is no
stranger to the Bn. Just as his predecessor,
Brigadier Brown, was the last Territorial
Commanding Officer of the old 5th Bn., so Col. Pardington
was the last volunteer to command the 4th.
We wish Col. Pardington a very happy tour with us
and, although we have already been visited by him,
unofficially, we much look forward to welcoming him and
Mrs. Pardington more fittingly in the very near future.
Companies, I know, will be particularly delighted to
hear that the Honorary Colonel will soon be starting on a
tour of visits to the whole Bn.
BattK Honours of World War II

Djeh?l Abiod
San Lalvo
The Sangro
Romagnoli
Casa Fortis
Leros

November
North Africa, 1942
Italy, 1943
Italy, 1943
Italy, 1943
Italy, 1944
Aegean, 1943

6th
6th
5th & 6th
5th
1st
2nd

Bn.
Bn.
Bns.
Bn.
Bn.
Bn.

Casa Fortis

Ou battle honour story this month relates to the opera
tions of 1 R.W.K. in the neighbourhood of Forli in Italy
from 7thllth November, 1944.
We hesitate to suggest
that Staff College students or candidates for Promotion
Exams would learn any useful lessons from it.
Lead Kindly Light

Casa Fortis (well named) was a strongpoint held by
the Germans to guard the approach to the River Montone,
north of Forli. Forli was captured early on 9th November.
1944, after a tough struggle, mainly carried out by 10 Bde.,
for the crossing of the River Ronco and possession of the
airfield. 1 R.W.K., at that time in Brigade Reserve, was
ordered to follov up and, skirting the town to the north,
advanced rapidly to the River Montone. The Italian
winter was getting i ider way and the flat farm lands, dotted
with groups of bui'dings, orchards and vineyards, were
pretty wet. What with the ditches, blown up culverts,
bomb craters, mines, and of course the Germans the "rapid
advance " took the best part of three days.
Things went well enough to start with, but got more
and more uncomfortable. The first incident of note being
the discovery by our pioneers, who had been doing their
usual prodding about in the road verges, of a new type of
mine, which he had heard of but not seen before. They
were known as "glass" mines. It was in the nature of things
that they should turn out to be made of concrete, though
they did have a sort of screwin stopper made of perspex
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or something like it. One Coy. Commander's first discom
fort was passing one of the pioneers by the road side. He
was sitting on the bank with a pile of these contrivances
beside him. Holding one firmly between his knees he was
absorbed in unscrewing the glass stopper with a view,
presumably, to seeing what went on inside: the Coy. Com
mander had never shared such curiosity, and like the Levite,
passed by rapidly on the other side.
The next came on reaching the end of the first bound.
Here the Coy. Commander had selected off the air photo
graphs a comfortable solid looking building to act as his
Coy. H.Q. on reorganisation. It turned out to be large
but not all that solid. Moreover it was an abattoir which
had been used, not very recently, for its intended purpose
without it occurring to anyone to clean it up for our use.
Anyway we were soon on the move again, this time to
become rather more closely involved with the enemy. I
am" not going into all that. By nightfall, however, it re
sulted in " D " Coy. and " B " Coy. sharing a H.Q. with
a number of despondent Italians, in a large house called
Villa Bondi. It wasn't very peaceful because there was a
bridging operation going on nearby and a platoon of 4.2
inch mortars in the back yard. Our two worries were wire
less communications and light; we had precious little of
either. The despairing cry of the Coy. Commander's bat
man, trying to establish contact on the Coy. 38 set net, still
rings in my ears, though I am not allowed to publish his
exact words. " Hullo four f
Charlie, report my f
signals, over. "
The stretcher bearers, also departing from orthodoxy,
unexpectedly produced candles. Thanks were perfunctory
because a few minutes before, one of the section posts had
reported seeing lights in a building previously reported as
unoccupied, and we were busy organising a patrol to go
and see what was going on. The candles produced light,
but the C.S.M. was not impressed with their quality, and
they would clearly not last the night. He was soon cross
examining the stretcher bearers as to their origin.
Apparently there were plenty more but they were somewhat
evasive about where they came from. Anyway they were
soon sent off to get some more supplies.
Meanwhile we listened for signs of activity on the part
of our patrol. After about half an hour they materialised
out of the darkness and reported that they had searched
the building and found no signs of life. They said it was,
in fact, a church and showed no sign of having been used
for any other purpose than that for which it was intended.
They had scarcely finished their report, when the same
section again reported lights moving about. The patrol,
increased in strength, was immediately sent off again, and
this time in a pretty bellicose frame of mind.
Some time later the stretcher bearers reappeared with
more candles. They said there were plenty more and some
whacking great big ones. " We didn't stay long, " they
said, " because we heard someone coming and we_ thought
we had better get back. " It then occurred to the Coy.
Commander to look more closely at the candles. Somehow
they didn't have the look of ordinary domestic candles.
" Where exactly did you get these? " They looked shifty,
" Well, actually, Sir, we found them in the vestry of that
church over there. "
" Well, " he said, " it's a good job you came back
when you did, because right now there are six men with
Tommy Guns and grenades looking for you. "
The patrol came back eventually, irritated and dis
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appointed, but with some whacking big candles by way of
a consolation prize.
Exercise Rhino Trek
This exercise, briefly referred to by some of our con
tributors last month, took place during the weekend 4th/5th
October. The purpose of the Exercise was to practice
R.A.F. aircrews in surviving and escaping from behind the
enemy lines. There were friendly agents and secret
rendezvous arranged to help them. The enemy in occupa
tion of the territory, the normally pleasant area of Sussex
around Hailsham, was a force consisting largely of 131
and 133 Inf. Bdes., assisted by the Sharpshooters, Gunners,
Army Cadets, and Boy Scouts. The Queen's Own supplied
a mixed Coy., our own volunteers supported by Cadets of
the Skinners School. Judd School and Dartford Grammar
School, to say nothing of a fairly high powered section
from H.Q. 133 Bde.
The Queen's Own Coy. set out from Tunbridge Wells
in an almost equally assorted collection of transport, with
orders to be in position near Bexhill by 6 p.m. Needless
to say they arrived there on time, but only to find it had
all been changed and were deployed instead near Hailsham.
Here in the gathering darkness and deteriorating weather,
various posts were established at strategic points with a
view to apprehending the escaping R.A.F. crews. Once
the bustle of deployment was over, it soon became evident
that The Buffs had a very efficient screen in position be
tween us and the direction from which the enemy were
coming. While the rain dripped down from the trees on
to our groundshects and trickled down our necks, we heard
tantalising reports of captures being effected all round us

but the only prisoners we saw were ones captured by other
people. The only comfort was that they appeared to be
a good deal wetter than we were.
Things brightened up a little as it came up towards
dawn and the Coy. Commander had a busy time concen
trating his force to get it moving rapidly to a new area
where better hunting was promised. This took us to Wil
mington and then to Jevington in the heart of the Sussex
jungle. Here no time was lost in organising an energetic
search of the village and neighbouring coverts. The troops
were able to work off some of the stiffness in their limbs
scrambling up and down about the steepest slopes the
Sussex Downs have to offer, but the operation looked like
being just as unproductive as the damp vigil of the night.
At the last minute, however, just as we were expecting to
receive the signal " Exercise Closed, " a patrol searching
the grounds of a large county house, found three escapers
blissfully sleeping off their night's exertions in an empty
cottage. Honour at last satisfied we collected our now
pretty scattered force and back to a very welcome break
fast at one of the Royal Sussex Drill Halls in Bexhill.
Then we were homeward bound leaving Sussex to its custo
mary Sunday quietude. We hope at least the occupants
of the caravan parked near the Horsebridge roundabout
slept peacefully after all. During the night, apparently,
they had grave apprehensions that the Fantasians were
after them.
Training at the Depot
A number of Volunteers, some established members
and some new recruits who were not able to attend Camp
at Barry, underwent a fortnight's training at the Depot

Kent Messenger Photo

Sevenoaks U.D.C. reception. Left to right: Capt. M. M. Salt (W.R.A.C.), Sgt. Ebbs, Major J. Merrick, Lt. S.
Maclachlan, Lt.Col. A. R. H. Waring, T.D., Miss Dorothy Parrott, Major H. D. A. Pennells, C/Sgt. Wood. Major
H. Brock. C.S.M. Baker, Lt. N. Young and Sgt. Bateman.
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14 toffees in at

Here's one pack it's a pleasure to carry—
Kreemys, the new Sharp's toffees in the
handy pack. Buy a packet of scarlet
and gold wrapped Kreemys today
—they're delicious!

EDWARD

SHARP

&

SONS

LTD.,

The

Toffee

Specialists,

MAIDSTONE,

KENT
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at the beginning of the month. They claimed to be self
supporting for instructors, and with three officers, assisted
by C.S.M. Jones, C/Sgt. Styles and Sgt. Brough, they jolly
well ought to have been, so we hope they were not too
much of a burden to the longsuffering Permanent Staff
at the Depot. They got in some shooting, grenade throw
ing, wireless training, and took part in Exercise RHINO
TREK, so they had quite a varied programme. Rumour
has it that Pte. Bassett liked it so well that he is con
templating joining the Regular Army, but we haven't had
any official confirmation of this. Anyway, our grateful
thanks are due to Major Weymouth and his staff for their
help in this and a great many other matters which crop
up from time to time. What we shall do when the Depots
amalgamate at Canterbury we are beginning to wonder.
Departures

Capt. Phil Goodwin, we learn, is now busy packing
for Cyprus. He will be on his way by the time this
appears in print. In the meantime, Mrs. Goodwin is
learning to drive before taking over the car. In answer
to a query about her progress, she, true to her Irish blood,
told your reporter: "I'm getting on fine; even Philip
admits I'm improving.
But it's my feet; they're all
thumbs! "
Cross country running

Little or no interest has been shown in crosscountry
running in this Bn. since the war. This is a great pity,
as it is a sport calling for stamina, guts, determination
and team work, all qualities which are essential to the
success of an organisation like the T.A. The record of
the 4th Bn. in this sport before the war is second to
none. In the Officers' Mess are held two cups. One of
them is inscribed "44th Home Counties Division Challenge
Cup for InterUnit CrossCountry Running. Presented by
the Surrey Territorial Army Association." It was first
competed for in 1922 and won outright by the 4th Bn.
by virtue of successive victories in 1925, 1926 and 1927.
The other is inscribed " 44th Home Counties Division
Challenge Cup for InterUnit CrossCountry Running.
Presented by the 4th Bn. The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment to replace the original Cup presented by
the Surrey Territorial Army Association and won by the
above Bn. 1925, '26, '27."
The new cup was also won outright by the 4th Bn.
In fact, the Bn. won the competition every year from
1925 to 1939 inclusive, except for 1931, 1932 and 1936.
It seems to us that this is a challenge indeed, and
while we can take legitimate pride in past achievements,
it ought to be a matter of shame to the Bn. every time
our colours fail to appear in this field of endeavour.
There must be plenty of fit and active young men in
our ranks who could have a bash. What about it?
Golf

Every golfer, at some stage in his career, learns that
a golf ball, whether it is an expensive product shining
from its polythene wrapper or a battered old repaint, is
no inanimate object, but a live thing with a personality,
usually with a viciously mean streak, of its own.
Usually the realisation conies just when he thinks he
is beginning to master the game. One day he finds him
self 10 yards from the lip of a smooth, level green with
a certainty that a leisurely chip and two putts will win

him the hole. And there is the ball leering up at him
from a snug position at the bottom of a threeinch deep
hoof print. Then there is the topped iron shot, bounding
over the rough like a frightened rabbit and finally dis
appearing into a clump of gorse.
Perhaps the happiest golfers are those who stop
worrying about a handicap which is never likely to go
below about 18. They cheerfully hack their way round,
replacing divots and waving on the impatient tyros from
behind. If such a one once in a while brings off a three,
or even maybe a two, at a short hole, or flukes a long
putt with a cannon off his opponent's ball, his day is
made. He has also probably learned that the best way to
play a round in a bitter Nor'easter driving the sleet
horizontally over the links is with his elbow finally rested
on the clubhouse bar.
Is there, you may well ask, a place in Competition
play for such a menace to serious golfers? (On reflection,
perhaps we ought to amend that sentence; the term
" serious golfer" is what grammarians call a tautology;
every golfer, no matter how astronomical his handicap or
great his capacity for affecting the blood pressure of his
fellow members, must be fundamentally serious, or he
wouldn't be in the game.) Anyway, the answer is a firm
yes. Think of the chagrin of the low handicap player
who comes fourth in a match in which there are only
three other competitors. There must be rabbits for the
tigers to beat.
There is one competition in which all comers are
not only welcome, but guaranteed a really enjoyable day,
whether they play from scratch or believe the word only
applies to dogs. This is: —
THE QUEEN'S OWN REGIMENTAL GOLF MEETING
at
WROTHAM HEATH
Friday, llth, July, 1959.
THE VOLUNTEER TROPHY.
This year, in order to encourage T.A. golfers to
support this meeting, there is a new trophy to be insti
tuted, to be competed for by members of this Bn. So
come and have a bash.
Poster Competition—A Fiver for the best design

We badly need a really telling recruiting poster. We
have been promised the necessary finance to publish it;
all that is needed is a really good design; something effec
tive, eyecatching, uptodate.
We therefore offer for open competition a prize of
£5 for the design selected for publication.
The design must be capable of reproduction in
doublecrown size (20 x 30 inches). Entries need not,
however, be offered in this size.
Entries should reach this H.Q. by not later than
15th December, 1958.
The competition will be judged by a committee
appointed by the C.O., advised by a publicity expert.

Subscription rates :—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies, 5d., post free.
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"A" COMPANY
We are pleased to report that Maj. J. L. Large is out
of hospital and now convalescing from the operation. May
he not be long in returning to his former good health and
to Union Street, Maidstone, where his absence has been
felt this last month. Some of us were lucky enough to
visit the hospital by courtesy of the Capt. Ken Watson
coach service and see how our Coy. Commander was pro
gressing.
Remembrance Sunday this year saw " A " Coy. on
parade in strength and the sunny but cool weather together
with the Home Counties Band and successful choice of
hymns made this parade a memorable occasion. The
Mayor of Maidstone led the procession from the town War
Memorial to the Queen's Own Memorial in Brenchley
Gardens and in all, the ceremony gained much in dignity
over those of former years. Capt. Watson laid the wreath
on behalf of the Coy.
The drill hall canteen has now reopened after being
confined to a premises resembling a cigarette kiosk while
the voluntary helpers were disguising N.A.A.F.I.like walls
to look like the ancient masonary of a celebrated retreat
near Ringlestonc. When the rolltop shutter went up we
half expected to see two or three wellknown characters
from Macbeth instead of the punctilious military barman.
The wall brackets in wrought iron and the tasteful shades
are a vast improvement on former glares. Work is still in
progress and we must defer further comment until it has
been finished. The beer is tasting as good if not better than
it did in the old atmosphere, and what better time to put the
beverage to the test than bounty night. Our friend the Q.M.,
Mr. Eric Hoggart, was a welcome guest on this auspicious
occasion. The time had come as the Walrus said " to talk
of many things, of shoes and ships and sealing wax, of
cabbages and kings " and of the latest aspects of the battle
of the Big Five, Messrs. Hoggart and Sutton having just
acquired cars, Mr. George buying a house and Capt. Wat
son thinking of raising a loan for the hell of it. It has
come to light that Mr. George made no less than five
different recces on the ground, despite qualified surveyor's
report. When last seen he was walking in the direction
of the property with a tape measure.

" B " COMPANY
For those members of the Coy. who were on exercise
RHINO TREK, training opened this month with a ven
geance. The weather, although most unkind, failed to
dampen their ardour, however, and it was generally agreed
afterwards that it was an interesting exercise " with a
difference." Further weekend training was done by those
members who attended the Weapon Classification on the
the second Sunday in the month. Although the shoot was
for " casuals," the standard of shooting proved far from
casual. Normal evening training continued, including this
month Gas Training.
A social evening was held on Saturday, 18th October.
The catering arrangements were up to their usual high
standards and we all enjoyed ourselves. The only sad
note to the evening was the fact that it was W.O.II
"Johno" Johnson's last "parade" as a member of "B"
Coy. The opportunity was taken, however, to present
him and Mrs. Johnson with small tokens of our apprecia
tion for all they have done for the Coy. We all wish

them well and hope they will continue to come and see us
whenever they can.
We have a very full training programme for the
month ahead, including what promises to be a very inter
esting mapreading scheme. A special effort is also to be
made at recruiting this month. It is hoped to arrange
some darts matches in the near future with neighbouring
Territorial Units.

" C " COMPANY
This has been a very full month for all ranks. We
visited Dibgate Rocket and Practice Grenade Range on
Sunday, 12th October; Arpinge Field Firing Range on
Sunday, 26th October. We took part in Sevenoaks Urban
District Council's official reception to the Coy. on Friday,
7th November, and attended the Town Remembrance
Sunday Service at the War Memorial on Sunday, 9th
November.
These four dates were the main events—but much
planning and feverish work by Coy. H.Q. was necessary
before the first three could take place.
Dibgate—Sunday, 12th October

This was the Coy's first experiment to attempt what
has previously been a clay's complete parade in a fivehour
period. Activity started off at 0545 hrs.—we were at
Dibgate at 0830 hrs.—we started firing at 0915 hrs., and
finished firing and collecting used grenades and 3.5 rockets
at 1330 hrs. We left for Sevenoaks at 1430 hrs. and
reached the T.A. Centre at 1615 hrs. This would have
counted as a day's parade—and been well earned as such
" in the good old days "—but as we are anxious to keep
our training days " up our sleeves " for other training—
we felt it worth while.
Some of our younger members showed great accuracy
with the 3.5 R.L., but C.S.M. Baker showed us how to
fire both the Energa Grenade and the Rocket Launcher—
with deadon hits on his first two shots.
Arpinge—Sunday, 26th October

The Coy. Commander was away on a Christian
Leadership Course at Bagshot and. in the absence of any
competent Coy. Officers (PI. Comds. please note!), Maj.
Brock, our Training Major, arose that morn from his deep
dream of peace to meet the Coy. at the range at 0900 hrs.
Everything went off all right—no blinds to demolish—
and it is gathered that the Coy. left without the usual
Pennells/Duggan Gunpowder Plot Bang on the hillside.
This is regretted!
We greatly appreciated Maj. Brock's help—without
which we would have been unable to fire.
Reception by Sevenoaks Urban District Council to " C "
Coy. on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of the T.A.,
Friday, 7th November

This meant a great deal of work by Coy. H.Q.—
helped greatly by B.H.Q.—who " pulled out all the stops "
to give us much support.
Several sessions were held at the Council Offices be
tween the Clerk, O.C. and P.S.T. in preparation. The
evening of the Reception was quite memorable.
The
Commanding Officer had consented to the display of the
Colours in the beautiful Council Chamber and the display
of Officers' Mess and Sgls.' Mess silver and pictures. The
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drums were piled in the foyer and the sight of Officers
and Sergeants in No. 1 Dress in the Chamber, mingling
with the Councillors, their wives and local employers, was
a thing which must be unique in the history of Sevenoaks.
This could not have been so successfully laid on
without the help of our Training Major, Q.M. and Messrs.
Breaden and Locke from B.H.Q., and we are very grateful
to them for all their help.
The aim of the Reception was to satisfy the Council's
wish to do something tangible for the Coy. (which it
adopted in 1951). The Council invited local employers
and civic figures to meet us and learn more about the
T.A. from us.
The Chairman, Councillor Miss D. E. Parrott, made
a fine speech in support of the Coy. and urged local
people to help us by encouraging recruits. The Command
ing Officer, Lt.Col. Waring, made a line speech, covering,
with great success, the history of the T.A., the 4th/5th
Bn., our ties with the town, our present role and our
future. This speech greatly impressed all present —
especially those who had never been to such an event
before.
Remembrance Sunday—War Memorial Parade—Sunday,
9th November

Our numbers were bigger this year than ever before
and we marched on in file—as opposed to the usual single
file. A wreath was laid by the Coy. Commander on behalf
of the. Coy.
Recruiting and Publicity Campaign, 3rd17th November

(a) The Odeon Cinema, Sevenoaks, has kindly shown
the official T.A. Recruiting Film in its programme all this
week—together with our Coy. slide. We do not think
much of the film, which seems to advertise T.A. clubs
more than training—and would make people think that
all we do is drink beer with the W.R.A.C. (T.A.) and our
wives or girl friends! A pity! The manager, Mr. Crawley,
allowed us to have a small stand in the foyer of the
cinema, where, each evening, two members of the Coy.
were present with Bn. pamphlets "Men Only" and other
literature for the "maybe" recruit.
Sgt. Rump was
offered 3d. by an old lady "for the gallant young men";
Sgt. Palmer was offered two 1 /9d. tickets to tear in half
by an elderly patron; and one fellow offered to come to
the Drill Hall and tell us about the Royal Navy! How
ever, we made ourselves known by this, and the results
will be " long term."
(b) From our rough draft, Maj. Brock has produced
some excellent posters for local distribution. These we
have got up in all kinds of places! They are easily the
best type of poster we have ever seen.
(c) Gardenland Products, Ltd., have loaned us two
shop windows in the High Street for a display during the
week 10th 17th November. Maj. Bobby has stepped in
to help us arrange the actual display, and we are extremelv
grateful to him and his staff from Dusts, Ltd., of Tun
bridge Wells. Posters for this shop arrived just in time
from London, brought down by car by the firm's sympa
thetic managingdirector.
Since we could not have
personnel in the shop during the week, our display scope
was curtailed (in that we cannot put weapons in the
windows), but we have made a mark and at least five or
six thousand people will see it on Saturday, 15th, when
all the surrounding villagers visit Sevenoaks town.

(d) We wrote to about 100 national and local firms
advertising in local newspapers asking for free advertising
space, in issues on 13th and 14th November. So far about
30 have replied; about 12 have agreed to help; several
of the firms have exT.A. directors. One advertisement
at least will find its way into BUFF country, spreading the
gospel of The Queen's Own! lt is interesting to note that
several firms of national repute have declined to help
this time because of short notice and the fact that their
advertising is planned a long way ahead, but they have
asked us to ask them again. This is very encouraging.
Drive—Saturday, 15th November

For this we plan several mobile " Publicity Champs "
with weapons and wireless sets and many eager, leaping
members of the Coy. bounding about interesting local
residents in our need for recruits.
In all these events, the preparations for them all and
the hard work given, we must say a " special thank you "
to C.S.M. Baker, our P.S.T., without whose work nothing
would have been done. .Sgt. Rump and C/Sgt. Wood
have also helped when free from work during the week
days. C.S.M. Baker has had all this to contend with, plus
the Bn. 1198 Audit, and he is still appearing for more
punishment!
When all this is done—with regard to recruiting—we
will have shot our bolt!—finally and utterly!

" D " COMPANY
Pte. Wilson to L/Cpl. Wilson is the first item this month
and congratulations to him. He is much relieved to get a
second issue of Battle Dress even if it does mean extra sew
ing because of his promotion.
Sgt. Kelly was away on a C.D. Course which he seems
to have enjoyed at any rate in retrospect. After a period
of some weeks during which recruiting and indeed attend
ance dropped off the prospect is now more rosy. This as
far as attendance goes is not necessarily because of the
bounty on Tuesday but seems to be seasonal—probably
because of the end of the T.A. year. The brothers Bish
came up with two recruits last week and we hope formally
to initiate them into the organisation on Tuesday. We also
have two more probables and a doubtful; the latter with
the passage of time is rapidly becoming a misfire, but we
haven't entirely abandoned hope.
We are holding a Christmas Social on Saturday, 6th

HAYNES
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December, at 8 p.m. at the Drill Hall. Admission as usual
free but if any readers would like to come they will be very
welcome and we would appreciate notice to budget for
numbers well in advance as far as possible.
We have booked a band and applied for an extension
of the licensing laws to allow boozing to go on to 11.45
p.m.
Our training has now switched to Weapon Training
and most military sounds fill the air as guns are stripped
and reassembled at ever increasing speeds until such time
as they finally
disappear on reaching the limits of
T.O.E.T.'s.

SUPPORT COMPANY
The Coy. took part in exercise RHINO TREK and
was represented by all the officers, Sgt. Wake, Cpl. Lower
and several other members of our illustrious band of
warriors. The weather was the toughest part of the whole
exercise and very few of us remained dry for long. The
Royal Air Force must have been warned about the record
of The Queen's Own on such operations as they were
conspicuous by their absence.
We had a very enjoyable social evening by Caffyns'
Garage Social Club on November 4th, and we would like
to thank them for giving us a very good time.
We are holding a Dance and Social on the evenings
of November 15th and December 20th, and at both we
are going to have a very good band and also plenty to
eat and drink. If any other members of the Regiment
would like to join us on these evenings we would be very
pleased to see them, particularly if they let C.S.M. Fox
know beforehand, so that they can be assured of plenty
of liquid refreshment. There will also be a children's
party on the afternoon of December 20th, which we hope
will be a success as it is our first at the present Drill Hall.
The Coy. has carried out normal training in the even
ings and our "boys" have gone to H.Q. Coy. for band
training, which they all enjoy.
Capt. Innes is redecorating his new house and is very
intrigued with any new equipment that might help him to
scrape walls. This may account for a missing Flame
thrower! !
Christmas is now rearing its expensive head, so we
would like to wish all members of the Regiment a Very
Happy Christmas and Prosperous New Year.

H.Q. COMPANY
We almost qualified this month for the doubtful
honour of N.T.R., due to the absence of our regular scribe,
however, at the last moment a voluntary scribe materialised,
and we hope, in time for at least the stop press news.
Sgt. Johnson is back again after an absence of some
two weeks whilst attending a C.D. course at the M.D.C.,
Epsom, which we understand he enjoyed and received a
good report on which we congratulate him.
Once again we have lost Lt. M. V. Nyren, at least
temporarily, he has gone to assist " C " Coy. at Sevenoaks
who are woefully short of active officers. We are now
almost in the same situation and arc hoping that his stay
with " C " Coy. will be short.
There is now much activity amongst our members of
the MotorCyclist Trials Team, who are putting in somq
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strict training, not only in the saddle over the hills and
far away, but in the garage, where maintenance and much
tuning up of machines goes on under the supervision of
Sgt. Cheseman. We hope these efforts will reflect in the
results of the forthcoming trials.
Recruiting has maintained a steady flow throughout
the month. Having a fair number of recruits with no pre
vious Service, recruit training had to be put on a firm base.
With this in view, Sgt. Ken Passey was given the task of
organising and running the recruits' squad, which up to
date has proved a success. If he can stick to the pro
gramme which he has drawn up, some of the older soldiers
will have to do a bit of brushing up if they want to keep
pace with the members of the recruits' squad. It is an
ambitious programme, but by no means beyond the possi
bilities of the training facilities available or the capabilities
of Sgt. Passey. Good luck, Ken, and stick to your guns.
A small section of the Corps of Drums has been re
vived at Tonbridge, which we hope will, when added to the
remainder of the Corps who are being trained by D/M.
Slim Boulton at Maidstone, ably assisted by Pte. Williams,
produce the foundations of a Corps of Drums equal to that
which the Bn. had two or three years ago. But Oh! what
a din on Tuesday nights, however, we are prepared to suffer
(not in silence) for the privilege of once again having our
Corps of Drums.
We are proud to be able to produce two buglers (D/M.
Boulton and Pte. Williams) once again for the Remem
brance Service at Tonbridge, a duty which the Bn. has
performed for over 30 years (war years excluded). R.Q.M.S.
Alex Corke also went to Shoreham to perform the same
ceremony where we understand he excelled himself, not
content with the usual Revellie, he launched forth into the
long Revellie, seldom heard these days. Good show, Alex.
It will be noted that news from Companies is not in
chronological order, but in the order in which correspon
dence was received.

Taking a risk on car maintenance is like going to sea
in a leaking ship. The chances are that you'll get there, but,
if time's against you, you're sunk !
Auntie : " If your mother gave you a big apple and a
little apple and told you to give one to your brother, which
apple would you give him ? "
Sandy : " D'yer mean my big brother or my little
brother ? "

DENNISS PAINE & CO. LIMITED
Contractors to H.M. Government

FOR ALL YOUR
IRONMONGERY,
COOKING RANGES & BOILERS

MAIDSTONE

TEL. 2259
and 51573
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HE only fireworks this month were those enjoyed by
the married families, who joined with those of lnvicta
Lines on November 5th to celebrate the nonsense made by
the late Mr. G. Fawkes in his attempt to blow up a National
Institution. By all accounts they were more successful.
For the first fortnight of the month, we had live
Nigerian officer cadets attached to the Depot. Sgt. Everett,
by now a master guide around Maidstone and the
provinces, was again called upon to he their host, and he
did nobly by them. They visited, among other places, the
Kent Messenger works, a canning factory, the Mayor's
Parlour, the Museum, London and a paper mill.
On the 8th of the month, the Regimental Council
deliberated at R.H.Q., and on the following day we provided
a large contingent for the Remembrance Day Celebrations.
Major Weymouth commanded the parade at the Town War
Memorial, and afterwards at the Regimental Cenotaph in
Brenchley Gardens. The Junior Band of the Home Counties
Brigade was on parade.
Visit of Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment

A party from the Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment
w;is feted on 10th November. In the morning they were

entertained in the Mayor's Parlour by Councillor W. George
Sherman, and after lunch in the Officers' Mess toured the
Regimental Museum. Prised from the clutches of Major
Reg. Love, the bewildered party were whisked into the
miniature range, where an impromptu shooting match
resulted in the following scores :
Essex and Kent Scottish : 179 pts.
The Queen's Own : 234 pts.
The teams were :
Essex and Kent Scottish : Lt.Col. Kersey, Lt.Col.
McGregor, Major Baxter, Major Wilcox. Major Macmillan.
Queen's Own: Major G. U. Weymouth, M.B.E., Capt.
P. R. Slock, M.B.E., Capt. S. V. Stevens, Lt. C. D. B.
Butler, 2/Lt. A. Andrews.
After this strenuous activity, both parties repaired to
the Officers' Mess, where a guest night was held, at which
the Nigerian Officer Cadets were also present. This Common
wealth occasion culminated in the presentation to our
allied Regiment of the original water colour which formed
the Regimental Christmas card last year. This picture,
appropriately enough, showed sentries ol the 97th on duty
at Halifax, Nova Scotia. The presentation was made by
the Colonel of the Regiment.
For some six weeks we had had no recruits at the
Depot. This, of course, provided our longsuffering Per
manent Stall' with some muchneeded practice in guard
mounting. However, on 20th November, the blissful
silence was shattered by the arrival of a batch of 80 recruits
who are now Aliwal and Ferozeshah platoons under Sgts.
Martin and Gordon.
After this, the Cert. "A" season started in earnest, and
on the 21st the C.O. and a party went to Sutton Valence
School for the annual lunch, which is such a splendid

Kent Messenger Photo

Back row, from left to right—C. D. B. Butler. Sgt. R. C. Large, Mr. E. J. McMillan, Capt. P. R. Stock. Mr. T. Scholes
(Town Clerk of Maidstone). Lt.Col. A. A. Eason, Capt. S. V. Stephens, A. Andrews.
Seated—Major J. A. Baxter,
Major G. U. Weymouth, Lt.Coi. K. S. Kersey. His Worship the Mayor, Councillor W. G. Sherman, Lt.Col. W. L.
McGregor, Q.C., Major T. W. Wilcox.,
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Kent Messenger Photo

The picture shows an impressive gathering of service and exService Organisations, the Town Council and members of
the public paying homage at the Regimental Cenotaph. Bre ichley Gardens on Remembrance Sunday, 9th November.
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feature of Cert. "A" Board at that establishment. The
Adjutant, newly returned from a course, took a party to
Tonbridge on the 28th and they, too, were extremely well
entertained. It fell to Capt. Stock to take the A.C.F. day
on Sunday, 30th, and, of course, this is held in barracks.
We were pleased to see Col. Theobald on parade, together
with several of our A.C.F. officers.
We say " goodbye and good luck " to L/Cpl. Watts
(exTraining Coy.), L/Cpl. Dalies (exRation Storeman)
and Pte. Turner (exRegimental Policeman turned Sports
Storeman), all of whom have been demobilised.
We congratulate Capt. Stock on being selected to play
hockey for Eastern Command, and Lt. Butler for having
the effrontery to put in for a trial. What the Depot team
would do without these stalwarts I know not. We now
have two good players from Training Company in the per
sons of Ptes. Symes and Wade. They've had an unfortunate
introduction to the team since the match against a 12
S.M.E. team produced our one bad loss of the year.
The record to date is as follows :—
.. 3—1
Won
v. 25 Corns Engineers
Drawn .. 1—1
v. Depot Queen's
.. 4—3
Won
v. H.Q. H.C.D
.. 4—0
Won
v. 14 Conmd. Workshops ..
.. 2—1
Won
v. Reserve Fleet
.. 1—3
Lost
v. 34 L.A.A. Regiment .. .
.. 12—0
Won
v. 12 S.M.E. Regiment . . .
.. 7—0
Won
v. 66 Inden. Sqn. R.E
.. 15—0
Won
v. R.A.F. West Mailing . .
.. 5—3
Won
v. 34 L.A.A. Regiment .
v. Gillingham Tech. Old Boys . . . . Drawn .. 2—2
.. 2—6
. Lost
v. P S.M.E. Regiment ...
Lost 2
Drawn 2
Played 12 .. Won 8
Quartermaster's Department

These are hectic days. Drafts to Cyprus, intakes,
auditors, Annual Admin., painting of Barracks and the
great festival of Christmas in the offing leaves one in no
doubt about that.
C/Sgt. Skelding has settled down to his job, if not in
his home. He has already had three moves and one can
guess what Mrs. S. has to say about it all. However, we
have high hopes of a Quarter in the near future.
Cpl. Wallis is due to go on leave about midDecember.
No doubt he will enjoy the change, as I understand he is
going to work whilst home.
Pte. May, who, amongst other things, is our sign
writer, has decided that owing to the spate of signs required
he would have to get specs. Having got these the unfor
tunate man has now sprained his ankle. Slow progress is
being made and we are still hoping that his and Lyons'
"Masterpiece" will be hanging in its appointed position
on " Der Tag."
Messrs. Kurton and Pickering are glad the leaves have
ceased to fall. In fact, the Depot looks cleanshaven, if
you know what I mean.
"Dicky" Bird has conquered "Red Spider." He is
now conquering the Malayan memorial garden very effec
tively with "Ye old rustic fence" vice stones.
Sgt. Brown, our new R.A.E.C. Sergeant, has arrived,
and made the information centre really worthwhile visiting.
Pop in and have a " Shufti " anytime you are around.
Charlie Hendrick, having got through a months' work
in one week (due to auditors' inspection), is now looking
forward with redoubled appetite to Christmas.

Cpl. West will also be taking some wellearned leave
around Christmastime. He's got to get it in sometime.
Intakes are pretty regular and much bigger than before.
Happy Christmas and Good Luck to All.
Training Company

Without recruits the main function of the Depot,
namely, training, has taken second place in the life at the
barracks, the first being the task of finding enough Privates
to do the numerous duties.
However, Training Company has not been idle; C.S.M.
Wilde, M.M., has been polishing up the Training N.C.O.'s
knowledge on his threeweek Cadre course. Although it
is wellknown that a great deal of effort was put into this
cadre by all. there was great amusement among the " hangers
on " (office staff) when a squad of junior N.C.O.'s could
be seen, chased continuously, around the barracks with
arms swinging high, faces expressionless and actually car
rying weapons. On the whole, the C.S.M. was pleased with
the results obtained and those concerned are to be con
gratulated.
On November 20th, 80 recruits joined us to form
Aliwal and Ferozeshah Platoons. The former is comman
ded by Lt. Butler with Sgt. Gordon, Cpl. Bona and L/Cpls.
Marsden and Hills as platoon N.C.O.'s. Ferozeshah platoon
is under 2/Lt. Evers, Sgt. Martin, Cpls. Wilders, Smallwood
and L/Cpl. Silverside. These recruits are settling in well,
more especially as they are to take part in the annual admin,
inspection on December 4th and so have a high standard
to reach in a very short time.
We send our best wishes to L/Cpl. Watts, Davies and
Ptes. Spragg and Bill Turner, who go out into the wild
world of civvy street from the Depot on December 2nd,
and sincerely hope that this move does somebody some
good. Anyway, good luck and we hope you don't miss us
too much.
Congratulations to the Orderly Room who have at
last, after three attempts, suceeded in smashing all oppo
sition and obtaining from Training Company the much
treasured and valuable typewriter. L/Cpl. Franklin, Coy.
Clerk, can be seen looking very miserable as he thumps
away on a very ancient model kindly lent—by whom ?—
the Orderly Room.
By next month, we should have more to tell you, so
until then, all here in Training Company send our good
wishes for Christmas and the New Year to all our readers.

Read
Your County Newspaper,
Published Fridays, price 4d.

KENT
MESSENGER
The County Paper of Kent
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COMMITTEE MEETING was held at the usual hos
telry on the 26th November, chiefly for Arthur Bud
del, the Chairman, to report progress in respect of the
proposal for a Memorial Window in St. Lawrence Church,
Catford.
Fog and the illness of various wives, plus a number of
prior engagements, kept the attendance down much below
the normal, and, apart from Chairman, Hon. Secretary and
Hon. Treasurer, only Branson, Bull, Eves, Kemp, Reed and
Toomer were present.
However, fewness of numbers did not prevent a con
siderable agenda from being worked systematically through.
There was much to report. Toomer's presence at
Harry Snell's funeral to represent the O.C.A.; numerous
letters from members and guests with words of thanks and
congratulations on the dinner; one from Stuart Rubin, an
old signaller now living near New York, who had seen the
notice of the dinner in an Evening News sent out by his
family—he turns out to have been a buddy of Johnnie
Bull and Charlie Blakey. Naturally, some " dope " is on its
way out to him.
Incidentally, a bunch of snapshots of early days at
Aldershot, etc., was passed round, sent by another new " old
boy," Capt. W. E. Roberts, onetime L.G.O., who got in
touch through the Q.O.G. (By the way, we got four more
names as takers of the " Buster ").
Len. Dawson read a letter from one, Ducker, formerly
of the Tenth Battalion, now living at Ipswich, who, as that
unit has no O.C.A., wondered if we would care to invite
any old Tenth fellows to our dinner. It was decided to
tell him " Yes, and welcome, and if you can get together
enough, we'll arrange for a Tenth Battalion sprig of the
table." The Hon. Secretary is also to let it be known in
Press Notices, etc., next year, that we open our doors to
our Tenth Battalion colleagues, though they can hardly
be full members unless they have actually served with us.
Thanks were to be expressed to Bergl for arranging
the venue of the dinner; to Mr. Runacres for so well
reporting it and the Memorial Window proposal in the
Lewisham papers. The Chairman and his daughter were
voted thanks for their great part in the success of the
evening, and the Hon. Secretary, who has to work like a
Trojan arranging it on our behalf.
There were some forceful remarks about the quality
of the beer from one member of the Committee, who also
criticised the holding of a private Ladies' Dinner in the same
building. The Committee took due note.
It was reported that quite a good number attended
the Remembrance Service and that all went well. Only one
criticism—why do they have new tunes which we don't
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know, to old hymns, the words of which we do. Hon.
Secretary requested to take note for future occasions.
Bill Toomer reported on his Benevolent Fund activities;
amount distributed, etc.; case of getting shed for legless
member to keep his wheeled chair in—now ordered and
delivery awaited; further case which may need our help,
heard of at the Service; list of those to receive Christmas
gifts—left to Toomer, Secretary and Treasurer, up to a
given amount. Bill also raised the question of nominating
one of the Eleventh as President of the Garden of Remem
brance Association, but noone seemed willing to stand.
The main item—the proposed Memorial Window—took
up a considerable amount of time. The Chairman reported
replies to only 36 of the 124 circulars sent out. Of these,
three were not in favour and a fourth was conditional.
The amount promised, however, was heartening—£112 15s.
—without touching the Reserve Fund.
Preliminary sketches were passed round and received
approval except on one point, namely, the heaviness of
the scrolls which would appear to take the eye from the
main motif. One member reminded us not to forget to
submit it to the College of Heralds before finally ordering.
More details as to cost were given and there is no
doubt that we cannot do it under £200. Ways and means of
achieving this total were discussed and the Chairman will
have a busy time doing all the things and writing all the
letters suggested. It is, of course, naturally desired that all
who may have had husbands, sons, brothers or fathers in
the Battalion should have an opportunity to subscribe, and
many of these may be anywhere in the country now, or in
the world, for that matter.
It was decided to go forward now. rather than to leave
it for three or four years hence, and it was felt, quite
confidently, that we could and should get within reach of
the required figure within six months. We all hope so, and
to those who can only alford a mite, please don't hold
back on that account—it is appreciated just as much as
the fiver from your betterolf colleagues, and we do want
it to be truly representative of all who have the soft spot
for any or all who served in the Old Eleventh.
And a Happy Christmas to all.
R.O.R.
BROMLEY

BRANCH

/"\UR meetings of late have been very sparsely attended,
^ but nevertheless good work has been done and plenty
of ground covered.
Apology
lt is to be regretted that no news has been printed for
the last two months from this branch. This was due to
the enforced decision of my M.O. during a difficult and
anxious period. He has now relaxed a little, however,
land I shall try to continue as before. I tender my
apologies for my nonappearance in the Gazette.
Our Invalids
The many friends and acquaintances throughout our
readers will be sorry to learn that Gunboat, Mr. A. V.
Smith, our Chairman, is still a very sick man and I feel
sure that they, like ourselves, will have fervent hopes of
his ultimate recovery, return to normal health and once
again be in our midst. Many members and friends have
called on him to wish him well and he is more than
grateful and returns thanks for their kindness. Mr. Wilks
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(Bob lo most of you), our ViceChairman, who has been
on the sick list for over three months, has now recommenced
work, and it was a great pleasure for me to see him in
his usual place of business recently. Although not fully
recovered, he hopes to ' wear' himself into the ' groove '
as time progresses.
Additional Officers
Owing to the fact that all three of our chief officers
were horsdecombat at the same time, it was deemed
necessary in the circumstances to elect some additional
officers to act as understudies, and in order that business
will be carried on as usual should such emergency arise
again. Mr. W. D. Phillips was therefore elected as Acting
Chairman. He acquitted himself well on his first attempt
at the October meeting. Mr. Harry Woolnough was
elected Assistant Secretary and is showing complete
enthusiasm in the job, and 1 think will be a great asset
to the branch in general and the Hon. Secretary in
particular.
Questionnaire Meeting at Maidstone
Having been unable to get a substitute to answer for
him, Mr. Cockell very reluctantly had to forego this
interesting meeting and was therefore unable to report back
to the members. I am happy to say, however, that Tom
Briddock, Hon. Secretary of London Branch, who is also
one of our members, stepped into the breach and gave the
members a resume of the happenings, for which they were
very grateful. Mr. Briddock was cordially thanked for
the information given.
Games Tourney
The much looked forward to games tourney, versus
London Branch, is now taking shape and I learn that the
first fixture is to take place at the Bromley United Services'
Club, 33, London Road, Bromley, on Saturday, 24th
January next, subject to confirmation. Mr. Phillips was
given charge of making the necessary arrangements and
to report back at the November meeting. There should
be some good fun.
Our 1st Battalion
At last the National Newspapers have realised that we
have a 1st Bn. of the Regt. on Service in Cyprus. It does
one good to hear of the ' old tradition being upheld by its
members, and it is this branch's most fervent hope that
they will come out victorious in the end, having helped
crush the thugs and their beliefs. 1 note that they are
still shouldering responsibilities with the Grenadier Guards
as buddies.
Remembrance Sunday
As usual, we were invited by the Bromley British
Legion to join them at their Remembrance Day Service
at St. Mary's Church, College Road, Bromley. This parade
seems to be an outstanding feature in Bromley's calendar,
and also it seems, that each year it grows in strength and
numbers. The Revd. RaheHughes, Hon. C.F., again con
ducted the service at church, which had an overflow in
an adjacent hall, of about 100 people. These were able
to follow the whole service as loud speakers had been
installed for that purpose. The usual Standards appeared
with their various contingents, preceded by the Union
Flag and the Bromley B.L. Standard. A new Colour
appeared this year, of silken fabric of the Sea Cadet Corps.
Carried by an officer, it was escorted by two smart youths,
1st Class P.O.s, with rifles. The whole contingent indeed,

looked proper Navy like, with their blancoed belts and
gaiters and acquitted themselves well . Really one thought
" The Navy's here." Other Standards were those of the
Old Contemptibles, the Royal Naval Old Comrades, The
Wrens, Home Guard Association, St. John Ambulance
Brigade and, of course, the Queen's Own Bromley Branch
Past and Present Association. Of this latter, Harry Wool
nough did yeoman service in acting as its Bearer, whilst
Messrs. W. D. Phillips and H. Stevens were the escort.
Also in attendance were the Mayor, Aldermen and Coun
cillors of the town, who took the salute opposite the Parish
Church, close to the town memorial on Martins Hill.
The band of the Bromley Home Guard Association again
led the parade and played during the preliminaries leading
to the Homage and layingon of wreaths. For the first
time in my memory of attending Remembrance Parades,
we were to hear the strains of the Cavalry Reveille, as apart
from the old infantry ones of the Rouse, Charlie, Charlie,
etc. This, of course, was preceded by the usual Last Post,
the Exhortation and Two Minutes' Silence. Many hundreds
were there to witness this sad tribute and over 30 wreaths
were deposited at the Memorial base, all being placed in
pairs. The Parade Marshal, Col. K. J. Pearce, T.D., was
responsible for the orderly way in which this latter was
carried out. The various Standard Bearers placed evenly
around the memorial carried out their allotted task with
dignity and decorum.
Capt. B. J. Finnie, M.C., B.U.S. Club President and
Chairman, as usual, was in charge and after church and
before proceeding to the Memorial, thanked all those for
attending and making the parade such a fine success. So
ended another Remembrancetide. I imagine this to be almost
a unique parade, as we have two services in succession over
a mile apart.
An August Reflection
M a n y r e a d e r s w i l l r e c a l l m y m e n t i o n in the August
Gazette of the Buffs Past and Present Association church
service at the Tower of London, when I wrote about one
veteran by the name of C. P. Holness, who was over 80
years of age. I have now received a letter from Mr. A. E.
Grant (late llth Bn. The Queen's Own), an officer com
missioned to the Buffs, that this old soldier answers also
to the name of " Kelly's Eye." The reason for this, and
it is the first time that 1 have ever come up against it,
is that his Regimental Number was No. 1 in the 6th (S)
Bn. The Buffs, known in the early days as Kitchener's
Army. 1 am informed that in spite of his age, he can
still give a creditable performance of their Regimental
March on his Tin Whistle and that no dinner is complete
without his presence. I am indebted to Mr. Grant for
this information and gladly include it in my notes this
month.
l/5th Bn. Boxing Tournaments, 1915
The many readers who may have witnessed the bouts
of these tournaments, will be sorry to learn of the passing
of one, Sgt.Maj. Harris, of the Hussars, exlightweight, who
fought our own Staff Sgt. Inst. Bob Darley on at least
two occasions anfi before the latter volunteered for service
in Mesopotamia. Sgt.Maj. Harris came back to England
on the same two ships as myself (the Caronia and the
Ceramic) and had as his companion our own R.S.M.
(Skipper) Reeves, together with hosts of other T.X. men.
For many years he was licensee of a public house in
Tanners Hill, Deptford, but left about six months ago,
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owing to ill health, to live with his married daughter some
where in the Midlands. He was a tough and grand boxer.

T

HE Branch Annual Meeting was held on November 3rd,
and, owing to the impaired attendance, it was decided
to commence with the election of officers. The following
were elected :—
Chairman, S. Thompson; ViceChairman, E. C. J.
Munchin; Secretary, Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E.; Treasurer,
Capt. H. Wilkins; Standard Bearer, A. Mackay; Assistant
Standard Bearer, G. H. Anchors; Committee, H. Randall,
C. W. Shaw, J. Harrington: Branch Representative, Major
H. M. Smith, M.B.E.
Apologies for absence were received from E. Empett
and A. Haines. Owing to the state of his health it is very
difficult for E. Empett to attend. The Branch were pleased
to welcome the return of Alf Taylor to the fold.
The President apologised for early departure due to
train service. He said he had visited J. Munden and G.
Lyons and had reported on the death of Brigadier
Waddington.
He expressed the appreciation of the Branch to the
retiring and' newlyelected officers. The creditable Balance
Sheet reflected the good work of our retiring treasurer,
C. J. Williams. " Tommo " thanked the Branch for electing
him to the Chair. (Nobody said, " Who'd a tho't it").
W. G. Paice and C. J. Williams expressed thanks to the
Branch Secretary for the help he had given during their
service as Chairman and Treasurer.
The Booby Prize was won by Alf Tapp.

A.G.M
Our A.G.M. has been fixed for Saturday, January 31st
next, when it is hoped that as many branch members as
possible will come along to ensure a bumper meeting. It
is not only for business reasons but it is also ' election of
officers' night. An open invitation is accorded all Past
and Present Association members to attend.
Annual Social
Our Annual Social has been fixed for Saturday, 28th
March, next, when we hope to put on another interesting
evening. The same venue has been arranged, viz.; The
Bromley United Services' Club. So watch out you secre
taries with your diaries and don't make the mistake of
' doubling up' on it. It is timed for 7.30 p.m. Owing to
extra cost of postage, will all secretaries please accept this
as an official invitation and let us know at least two weeks
beforehand of numbers, so that the accommodation can
be made ready with the least amount of trouble and the
commissariat department advised.
Territorial Army Golden Jubilee
It is with great interest that I read of the luncheon
arranged for exofficers of the Old Territorial Force and
Territorial Army in a letter from A. M. Cohen, in the
November Q.O. Gazette. My recollection may be a little
hazy, but I still remember Maj. (Dick) Brewis as a
Lieutenant in the old days, together with Lt. Ball and Capt.
Cooper (who commanded "D" Coy.) at Elm Cottage,
Beckenham, in 1909, when I enlisted. We used to do our
firing practices, in part, at Milton Ranges, Gravesend.
When they were not being used for this purpose, whole
flocks of sheep used to graze there, with their inevitable
foulings. One episode still lingers in my mind. It was a
very hot day, and the long wait between ranges caused quite
a lot of fatigue to some individuals, with the result that they
laid down and soon got " plastered." I well remember
Lt. Brewis telling them in no uncertain manner to get on
their feet, etc., etc., and made the rejoinder to them: " Look
at your bags ! *1 This latter remark was the first time
that I had heard the expression, and it amused me much.
To the disgust of the individuals it meant an unpleasant task
of immediate cleansing. I also recall his activities in Jhansi.
when he was an outstanding member of a Concert Party at
the Regimental Theatre. Music from " BricaBrac," play
ing in London at that time, had reached us, and he danced
the light fantasia like a veteran during one or two per
formances. I believe his song was, " I feel so silly when the
moon comes out." He also took part in several " stills "
behand a gauze mesh. Congratulations, Maj. Brewis, on
celebrating the Golden Jubilee and being the sole representa
tive of the old 5th Bn. The Queen's Own.
Finale
At this juncture, we members of Bromley send best
wishes for Christmas and the New Year to our 1st Bn. in
Cyprus, The Depot at Maidstone, our 4/5th Bn. at their
several H.Q., all branches of the P.P. Association and indivi
dual exmembers, wherever dispersed over the four quarters
of the globe.
Iwuzz Thayre.
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The December Meeting was not so well attended
owing to weather conditions. Alf Tapp was unwell and
had to leave before the meeting opened. Apologies were
received from Major Brothers, Ernie Empett, Nobby Clark
and Mr. Salt. H. Davison won the Booby.
The Branch extends Seasonal Greetings to all.
Reports of the Remembrance Parades were given.
G. Anchors.
LONDON BRANCH

T

HERE were forty members present at our meeting held
on the 28th November last, quite abnormal for a
November meeting, as being the one before the Christmas
Party, one or two of our members are either saving up for
this, or making sure they have reason to attend.
It is never certain upon what date the " Buster" will
appear in December, but I do hope in time for our Branch's
Christmas wishes herewith to be received by all contem
porary branches, success for the New Year also, our greet
ings to all our serving comrades in Cyprus, may they leave
you alone in peace for Christmas and 1959 solve this very
knotty problem.
Our greetings and good wishes to our friends in, not
only The Buffs serving, but to their P. and P. Association
also. To our affiliated units in far flung corners of the
Commonwealth, to Major Baker, of New Zealand, one of
our members, in particular.
We send greetings and wishes for better health in 1959
to those of our members who are sick and unable to attend,
to Dick Blackham, Gunboat Smith, to " Iwuzzthare " of the
Bromley Branch, and to all who are not blessed with good
health. May Christmas and 1959 bring them all peace,
goodwill and better health.
Our Christmas wishes have been sent to our V.I.P.'s
and to one or two special people to whom the whole
branch wishes to extend greetings during this festive season.
To our friends abroad, too numerous to mention, and at
home, too, who are unable to be with us. we send greetings
and hope you will come and see us when chance permits.
To those, too, who are backsliders, come and see us again,
soon.
Now to the meeting. Only one lady was present at
this one, Mrs. Elson, but this will be well eclipsed for the
December show, that's for sure. Among the " presents "
this time were the President, General Riddell, two Hon.
VicePresidents, Major "Boss" Bredon and Harry Elson,
Cols. Chaplin, Durtnell, Pink, Buckle and Gwilliam, Paddy
Burke, Scotty, all our exBand members were there, Lofts,
Chalmers, Shuffle, Dick Forrester, Jack Tear, Chas. Lewis,
John Newton, Ted Tickner, Robert Wilks returned after
illness (glad to see you again. Robert), our Pensioner from
the Royal Hospital, Tom Vidler, Bandy Waller, and "Mac"
McDonald.
Making a very welcome return after illness were Jack
Hunt, my /colleague of very early 1921 days, and Alf
Beauchamp, who had the misfortune to lose a son after a
bad illness. Both were very warmly welcomed, being very
popular with all our members. Lt.Cols. Peter Buckle and
Twink Gwilliam were with us again, the former very much
a " civvy " now, thinking of his job, and what was even
more worrying, talking about it! !
Our veteran brigade were short of Freddy Cox and
Harry Freeman, Bunny Hare, but Arthur Edwards was with

us, and Alf Toms, so the representation was still there. Nice
to see our latest member, Mr. Ratclilf, on parade again.
Writing of our Hon. Vice, H. Elson, reminds me that 1
made a mistake in last month's notes, not knowing that
Mrs. Elson had presented one of the raffle prizes. 1 have
already tendered my humble apologies, in person. As no
donor had turned a prize in this time, Arthur Edwards put
up a 10s. prize, which brought the sum of 27s. to the funds.
Thanks once more to our veterans !
The minutes were read over and passed and the cor
respondence read. There was a letter to Tom Vidler, which
was presented for reading to us, from exSgt. Cheeseman,
whom many will remember as the Cook Sergeant in B.O.R.
in 1920.
There was one from Col. A. K. Grant to the " Spider"
sending good wishes to the branch, one from George Stow,
one from Gunboat Smith, the latter still not recovered
from illness, the former recovering, and hoping to appear
with us in December, all sending the branch good wishes.
Timber Marchant gave his report on our invalids, and
it seems that Dick Blackham is still far from well. He
informed us also, that he would distribute the branch
Christmas gifts before Christmas. It would appear that a
burglar had robbed Timber of his most treasured possession,
a tape recorder, upon which he had the voices of the Colonel
of the Regiment, Major Guy Weymouth, Sam Ludford and
others. He was hoping to play these back to us at our
next meeting. He is quite determined to get another T.R.
so, no doubt, the same people will have to go through it
again. There's only one hope for you gentlemen ! As soon
as you see "The Thing" coming, make a bolt for it!
The Chairman, Ted Ballard, was in company with his
full stafF, Trefor Thomas, the ViceChairman, Tom Brid
dock (with glasses this month), our secretary, Percy Hallett,
our treasurer, quite an array.
When mentioning the various members of our branch,
I have stated once of twice that 1 really did not know, quite,
where Scotty fitted in. I now know. He has informed me
that he joined in the early days of the Great War—World
War I. Therefore, I cannot, in future, place Scotty with
the veterans, or with the preWar I boys—he'll be one of our
few First War veterans ! ! He seemed anxious to know
how I became aware of his family reunion. Must have
been Scotty, nobody else knew !
Douglas Burrows, we were pleased to know, had been
in company with his son, just home from South Africa.
A happy reunion and the best of luck from the branch.
There was more news of Mrs. Dorrell. I believe that
Timber had. managed to get her on the tape recorder also.
She is still full of vigour and thoroughly enjoying herself.
Alf Toms, who seems to be watching T.V. at all avail
able times, noted that there was a home for widows of old
soldiers, and suggested she might be recommended for
accommodation there, but it was soon made fairly evident
that dear old Mrs. Dorrell has no intention of moving, as
she is so happy in her present domain.
Col. A. K. Grant's letter to me placed me right in the
picture in respect of his command of the Mounted Infantry.
In fact, the Colonel commanded the M.l. Coy. of the 2nd
Battalion, for the last year of the South African war. It is
also on record that this Coy. surpassed all known feats in
those days in travelling 84 miles on the first day of a
journey, doing 17 miles the next morning and a further 72
miles during the day. They ended by having to swim the
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Vaal River, which was just coming into flood, the crossing,
of necessity, being carried out with no delay. During the
whole of this manoeuvre, the Colonel's company lost not a
single pony. Bogie Childs was one of Col. Grant's N.C.O.'s
at that very time. A far cry from the M.T. of the present
day soldiering, and 1 bet the uniform wasn't all that comfy
either. Many thanks, Colonel, for this extremely interesting
information.
I remember the 1st Battalion having a sevenday route
march in 1928. This, in the piping days of peace, was
certainly something. They entrained from Madras to a
place called Gooty. 168 miles from Bangalore, and had to
take it from there on foot. It was a most interesting march,
and one day, having to cross an " almost" dried up river,
did only about eight miles. The cursing and swearing by,
not only British, but Indians, too, when they had to get
bullock wagons with kit over, in addition to ammo., equip
ment. etc.. remember, was just nobody's business. The
Battalion lost one man drowned during the march, but
everyone who completed the trip felt (when it was all over)
it had been very well worthwhile. Them was the days ! !
There were no suggestions for the benefit of the
branch, and the Bromley match in January received its
first recruiting. Col. Pug Durtnell will be attending with
Mrs. Durtnell. 1 am sure of Mrs. Bruce, Miss Harford and
Mrs. O. Donaghue attending, we hope to raise Mrs. Ham
mond. so with that as a commencement, we are confident
of a good attendance. Our team will soon sort itself out.
Jack Tear, Alf Whelan, Charles Lewis, John Newton. Bandy
Waller are good allrounders, Trefor Thomas and the scribe
will be there, so I hope that I can complete arrangements
at the Christmas meeting, in respect of teams and attedance.
Mr. Phillips will, no doubt, want all the " gen " we can
give him by the 7th January, and then we have the return
match, which, I hope, will take place in April.
Trefor Thomas has kindly arranged to fit up the " Blue
Light " tickets for our Christmas meeting. I noticed one
or two peculiar looks when the " Blue Light " idea was
mooted at the October meeting ! For the benefit of those
who are not in the know, the " Blue Light " racket, was the
famous or infamous (depended upon what you did with
your cash) scheme in India, for allowing troops to borrow
on their next week's pay. They could go to the C.Q.M.S.
and ask for five or ten rupees worth of Blue Lights, depen
dant upon rates of pay, and these, which were tickets in
lieu of cash, they could pass over the counter of the Con
tractor's Canteen, and eventually assist the contractor to
become a Khan Sahib, etc.
It was a great thing for the latter, of course, as the
tickets could be passed only over his counters, they were
valueless outside barracks. The C/Sergeant"s clerk did a
roaring trade on Wednesdays and Thursdays weekly, and
the C/Sergeant himself was put to great inconvenience for
the benefit of not only the troops, but also the Indian
contractor, who gained most of the kudos. 1 know a lot
of the 1st Battalion lads will chuckle at the last sentence.
All the C/Sergeants were reputed to get rich quickly on the
traffic in Blue Lights! ! I wonder if they did? No. 'twas
before my time as a C/Sergeant, lads ! !
Our " Blue Light" tickets for Christmas will be issued
to enable members to be treated to a bottle or so of beer
at the expense of the branch, as, in October, we voted £15
to be so used on the occasion of the Christmas meeting.
We hope that, as usual, our members turn up in large
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numbers, and we shall hold our usual raffle for prizes, which
will be presented by our members. There has always been
a most generous effort in the past in this respect, and we
feel sure this year will be no exception.
Any type of gift will be made part of the prizes, which
have never failed to benefit our funds by several pounds,
so here's hoping we have a line meeting, and that 1959 will
bring the branch continued success.
So ends 1958, a year which has brought many projected
schemes in respect of our Association, and we look forward
to 1959 in the hope of learning more about the merging
of our units. The Queen's Own and The Buffs.
1 cannot end without reference to the new article from
the Combined Brigade. This first one gave us a very good
idea of what is going on, in a broad manner. We welcome
these articles, and if they are all as lucid as the first, there
will be little to ask about, when the final stage of our
merge is reached.
The Spider.
SHORNCLIFFE

BRANCH

O

UR usual quarterly meeting took place at the Fleur de
Lys Hotel in Sandgate on Friday, 7th November. We
were very pleased to have our President, Col. A. A. E.
Merlott Chitty, with us. in spite of his arduous civic duties.
He continues to look as fit and cheerful as ever.
In addition to our regular supporters, we were delighted
to welcome, as a new member. Mr. (exDrummer) Clapson,
late of the Depot and 1st Battalion. He is now living in

NORMAN CARTER
Watchmaker & Jeweller

53 WEEK STREET
MAIDSTONE
Tel Maidstone 3293
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Dover, where he has a number of friends, who were once
in the Regiment. Mr. Clapson is now about to go into
action to enrol them as members of our Branch. If things
turn out as we hope, and sufficient new members are forth
coming. we hope to be able to hold future meetings alter
nately in Sandgate and Dover. There would then be no
reason why we should not become the Shorncliffe and
Dover Branch, with quite a large membership.
The Branch was. as usual, represented at the War Mem
orial on the Leas at Folkestone on Remembrance Day.
Those who took part were Col. Pulverman, Major Watts,
who laid a chaplct on behalf of the Branch. Mr. A. Pope, our
Standard Bearer, Mr. Elvy and Mr. Rapley. For once,
the weather was bright and sunny.
I.R.L.

TONBRIDGE

AND

TUNBRIDGE

WELLS

T

HE November meeting ! Fog and still more fog.
Miserable and all the other wretched things that we
can think of. It was our ladies' night, too. There is little
doubt that it done its best to spoil the evening, but here
we had the last laugh.
Those who turned up had a very enjoyable time. Quite
apart from the refreshments, once again in the very capable
hands of Mrs. May, and which were of firstclass order.
We had the entertainment rendered by our old friend and
exSergeant of the 4th Battalion. This time he was assisted
by Mr. Dennis Mount, whose sleight of hand was of the
best that can be seen. We understand that Dennis served
in the R.A.F. and Jack Breadon is now wondering more
than ever, did some of I he rations, that he lost in the desert,
just disappear into the blue ? It has been suggested that
these two wizards could, perhaps, hover over Mr. Krushchev
and produce their " Dove of Peace."
We would wish to tender to our President, Lt.Col
G. E. L. Pardington, M.B.E., T.D., our hearty congratula
tions on his appointment as Honorary Colonel of the 4th/5th
Battalion. This is a fitting honour to one who has done so
much for the Regiment and we shall hope that he will long
enjoy his association with all who now serve.
Perhaps it is not too late to remind those members
about the Ice Show at Brighton in January. If you have
not yet booked your seats, it would be best to write, at
once, to F. Jezard. 2. Milton Gardens. Tonbridge.
T.L.S.
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NOTICE
5th BRITISH INFANTRY DIVISION (19391945)

A threehundred page History, with over seventy photo
graphs, recounting the story of the famous " Y " Division
will be published in March, 1959.
The number of copies will be limited, and all those
interested in reserving a copy should write to :—
Lt.Col. Bill van Namen,
Huntley & Palmers Ltd.,
READING.
Berks.
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QUALITY SERVICE THAT
WILL SATISFY
DRY CLEANING

CARPET CLEANING

THE
QUEEN'S OWN

PAST (St PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

FOUNDED

J U L Y 1911

PATRON :
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OF KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O.. G.B.E.,
ColonelinChief

The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :

LIEUTENANTGENERAL SIR WILLIAM OLIVER. K.C.B.. O.B.E., D.L.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN :
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL H. N. EDWARDS, M.B.E., D.L.
HON SECRETARY & TREASURER :
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL A. A. EASON,
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES :
BRANCH

Bromley
Chatham
Catford & District
Gravesend
London
Maidstone
Sevenoaks
Shorncliffe
Tonbridge and
Tunbridge Wells
6th Battalion
7th

Battalion

8th

Battalion

10th

Battalion

11th Battalion
20th (London)

CHAIRMAN

SECRETARY

DETAIL

OF

MEETINGS

Mr. G. H. Cockell,
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m.. United
3 Priestfield Road, Forest Hill, S.E. 23.
Service Club, Bromley.
Mr. S. L. Thompson Major H. M. Smith, M.B.E.,
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at "The
"Jutogh," 16 Beaconsfield Road. Chatham.
Hare and Hounds," 340 High Street.
Rochester. (Phone Chatham 3878).
The second Friday in every month at "The
Mr. R. A. Fielder . .Mr. Len Clarke
Railway Siginal." Devonshire Rd., Forest
38, Queenswooa Road. Forest Hill,
Hill, S.E. 23.
S.E.23.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Mr. W.T. Nichols.
Mr. Haddan
9 The Bungalows, Cross Lane West.
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
Gravesend. Kent.
Last
Friday each month, at "The Cran
Mr. T. Ballard
Mr. T. Briddock.
74 Cherry Tree. Walk, West Wickham.
bourn," 1 Upper St. Martin's Lane,
Leicester Square, W.C. 2.
Kent.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m. Ser
Mr. H. W. Maxlow
. . Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Watermam,
geants' Mess, Depot. R.W.K.. Maidstone.
The Barracks, Maidstone.
nast Thursday each month, at 8 p.m., Drill
Maj. A. H. Coombes, Mr. J. Palmer,
Hall. Argyle Road. Sevenoaks.
T.D.
c/o T.A. Centre, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks.
" FleursdeLys," Sandgate. Quarterly, first
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell .. Mr. E. W. N. Elvy.
Friday. February, May, August, Nov.
235 Cheriton High Street, Folkestone.
Mr. A. V. Smith

Maj. N .S. C. Elmslie . M. F. Jezard.
2 Milton Gardens. Tonbridge.
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates Mr. C. Sayers,
D.S.O., M.C.
59 Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Major E. Goodman . . Mr. T. Shepherd.
492 Downham Way. Bromley, Kent.

Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel.
Bromley.
Reunions annually to
March or April as
notified in Press and "Q.O.G."

Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Mr. Stanford.
10 Bramble Close. Maidstone.
Annual Dinner, as notified in "Q.O.G."
Mr. A. E. Buddell,
Mr. L. W. Dawscei.
O B E , M.C.
19 Chestnut Drive. Heme Bay, Kent.
Mr J Mingay
Mr. F. W. Sales.
Meeting first
Tuesday each month. Holly
16 Kidbrooke Grove. Blackheath. S.E. 3.
Hedge House, Blackheath.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are :
L i f e M e m b e r s h i p : O f f i c e r s £ 2 / 1 0 0 ; O t h e r R a n k s , 1 0 /  ; o r a n A n n u a l S u b s c r i p t i o n o f : O f f i c e r s , 5/, o t h e r R a n k s , 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2/ to Life Members.
All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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