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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt."
The White Horse of

The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."

Kent with the motto " Invicta."

"Vimiera," " Corunna," " Almarcz," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " F'unniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwal," " Sobraon," "Alma," " inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," 'Egypt, 1882,
"Nile, 188485," "South
Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1019."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " " Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," " Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914."
"Messines, 1914, '17," " Ypres, 1914, "15, '17, '18," "Hill GO," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg," " Lcos,"
" Somme 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18." " Bazentin." " Delville Wood." " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " FlersCourcelette,
"Morval" " Th'iepval," " Le Traiisloy," " Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18" "Arras, 1917 '18." " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917,"
" Oppv." " Pllckem," " Langemarck, 1917," " Menin Road," " Polygon Wood." " Broodseinde," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai,
1917 '18 " "St Quentin," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux," " Lys," " Hazebrouck," " Kemmel," " Amiens," " Bapaume,
1918'," " Hindenburg Line," " Epehy." "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal." " Courtrai," " Selle," " Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy 191718," " Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," " Scimitar Hill," " Gailipoli, 1915," " Rumani." "Egypt,
191516," " Gaza," " E l Mu'ghar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," " T e l l 'Asur," "Palestine. 191718." "Defence of Kut el Amara,'
" S h a r q a t , " "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record

Office—Warwick.

Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The Carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment (M.G.)
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces:
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
4th Bn. (T.A.)

Battalions:
F.A.R.E.L.F.
Tonbridge.

ColonelinChief. H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major C. H. Keenlyside

" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with a
Unit of the Regiment, should address their MSS. to the SubEditor of the Battalion with which they are serving; otherwise
direct to the Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone. The Editor cannot undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite request
is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of address.

THE

QUEEN'S

OWN

ROYAL

WEST

KENT

REGIMENT

Colonel-in-Chief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: Major-General W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANT-COLONELS
Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B.. M.C.
Talbot. D. E. B„ D.S.O., M.C.

Appointments
R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
A.A.G., War Office.
MAJORS

Booth-Tucker, J. M. D. ..
Heygate, E. S., M.C.
Martyn, A., O.B.E.
Andrews, D. H.. M.C.
Jackson, L. F. W.
Elliott, G. G.. D.S.O.
Brooke, H. J. S.. O.B.E. . .
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O., M.C.
Fawcett, G. P.
Spurr, E. C
Stoneham, B. J. R.
Keenlyside, C. H.
Moss, R. E.
Fyler, A. R.
Buckle, P. C. M
Flint, A. J. M.. M.B.E.
..
Crook, P. E.. O.B.E.
Read, M. R., M.C.
Butler, R.. M.B.E., M.C.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L., M.C.
Jackson, D. W
Thomas R. C. W„ O.B.E.
Bailey, J. D. B
Archer, M. G. M.. M.C.
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H. . .
Dowse, R. K
Gwilliam, D. H.
Faulkner, D. O
Brock, J. H., T.D.

(T/Lt.-Col.) Depot Holdee. .
awaiting appointment.
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.-Col.) O.C. 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.-Col.) A.Q.M.G. (Maint.)
H.Q., Malaya.
(T/Lt.-Col.) O.C. 4/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.-Col.) 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.-Col.) A.A.G., War Office.
O.C. West African Trg. Ctre., Accra.
2 i/c 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Standing President C.M., H.Q.,
H.C.D.
O.C. Depot, R.W.K.
2 i/c 2 K.A.R., E. Africa.
(T/Lt.-Col.) A.Q.M.G., H.Q.,
Land Forces, Hong Kong.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Group Adj., H.C. Bde., Depot.
G.S. (W.) 1, War Office.. .
M.A., Paris.
IT/Lt.-Col.) 1IPara. Regf.
G.S.O. II (Ops.), Commonwealth Div.
Melbourne, Australia.
G.S.O. 2, M.E.L.F., 17.
M.E. Centre, for Arab Studies.
Det. C.i.C's. Secretariat, B.A.O.R.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
G.S.O. 2 (Air) H.Q., Malaya.
Mons Offr. Cadet School.
Mons Offr. Cadet School.
CAPTAINS

Manners, D. C. J.
Waring H. B. U.
Eason, J. A.. T.D.
Elgood, P. N
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth. G. U., M.B.E.
Dover, V.. M.C
Clarke, H. W
White, R. K
Willis, C. F., T.D.
Roper, I. H„ M.C.
Monckton, D.. M.C., T.D.
Scull, D. S
Macmiilan, I. A. . .
Woodman, E. G., M.C., . .
Hunting, K. M
Burke, R. A.. M.C.
Henning, P.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmiilan, H. A.
Blum, D. E.
Franklin, A. W
Winstanley, R. G.

Adjt., S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
(T/Maj.) B.M., 133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.)
(T/Maj.) Depot Holdee.
H.Q. 27 Inf. Bde.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
H.C. Bde.. Depot.
Adit., 1/R.W.K.
2/3fK) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
1/Sierra Leone Regt., W.A.
Staff College, Camberley.
1/R.W.K.
Adjt. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt.,
T.A.
Min. of Supply.
Depot, R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
G.S.O. Ill Soumald:st.
O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
Att. C.OTD., Ashford.
1/R.W.K.
Grn. Adjt. Nairobi Sub-Area.
Depot Holdee.
Eaton Hall, O.C. Sch.
Adit. 4/R.W.K.
I/Para. Regt.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS

Names
Thrift. K. G.. O.B.E.
Allen, R. H. D.. M.C.. T.D.

CAPTAINS
Trumper, J. M. S. W
Thornton, A. S.
Russell, H. C.. M.C.. D.C M.
Marsh, H. W.
De Havilland, V.
Miller, D. S.
Douris, I. A.
Bell, T. D.
Desmond, M. F.
Mug ford, N. D.
Huckle, G. S.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Brooks-Harrington, E.
Mannering, L. A.
Carr, A. S. A.
Gibbons, A.
Mott, D. H„ M.M
Jones, F. J.
Duffield, G.
Abplanalp, V. C.
Andrews, L- G.
Mansfield, A. P.
McDowell, P. B.
Ellwood, K. S.
Allberry, R. F.
Beaumont, S. H.

Clarke, C. S.
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K. . .
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R.

H O Inf. Bde., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
Office of Chief of Staff G.H.Q.,
F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/CaDt.) Depot Holdee.
1IR.W.K.
S.C., Soumaldist.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.
2nd LIEUTENANTS

Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P
Stock, P. R.
Leigh, P. S.
Howlett, G. H. W
Craven, C. E.

1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K. (Holdee).
QUARTERMASTERS

Pond, B. A., M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E.. M.M.
Blake, A. G., M.B.E.

(Maj.) Depot.
(Copt.) 1/R.W.K.
(Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Regt.
P. & E.E. Pendine.
2/3 (K.), K.A.R., East Africa.
Adjt. Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin.
H.Q., S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.KQ.).
H.Q., B.E.T.F.O.R.
S/Copt. A.G.3 (a) War Office.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde.'Depot.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
2 Trg. Bn. (Sup.) R.A.S.C.
Ass. Camp Comdt., B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
S/Capf. E.A. District.
Depot & Trg. Est. R.M.P.
B.A.O.R., 4.
H.Q. Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
14 Bn. R.A.O.C.
(T./Maj.) A.S.P.T.

W

LIEUTENANTS
Davis, B. A.
Dinsdale, J. W.
Allen, W. D.
Scouller, J. A.
Marshall, E. J.
Trevett, A. F.
Whitewood, V. F.
Crump, E. D.
Desmond, M. F.
Gray, M. H.
Woolstencroff, D. H

4/Malay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) A.P.I.U. (U.K.).
Wessex G.T.C.
Adjt. Depot.
101 Pro. Coy. R.M.P., B.A.O.R.
(2/Lt.) 1/R.W.K.
Nigeria Regt., W.A.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(T/Capt.) P.S.S., H.Q., London Dist.
(2/Lt.) att. East Surrey Reqt.
1/R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTERS
Wafts, A. E„ M.B.E.. T.D.
..
Camp Commdf., H.C.D.
Cook, E. S. . .
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
Hunt, W. G.
4th Bn. Malay Regt.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash, W., M.B.E., T.D.
Jackson, L. F. W.

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
..

C.O.

MAJORS
Waring, A, R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Bird, C. W. L., T.D.
Coombes, A. H., T.D.

Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Stocker, J. D., M.C., T.D.
Coath, T. C.
CAPTAINS

LIEUTENANTS
Osborne. E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.

Appointments
(T/Lt.-Col.) D.P.M. (S.I.B.) G.H.Q.,
M.E.L.F.
Depot Holdee for M.E.L.F.

Blum, D. E., Adjt.
Ford, A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

Large, J. L.
Marchanf, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.
Bobby, J.
LIEUTENANTS

Calver-Jones, J.
Hall, P. R.

Pennells, H. D. A.
Lovell, F. W.
2nd LIEUTENANTS

Baker, L. B. C.
Clemence, M. J.
Newman, B. J.

Duggan, H. R.
Nash, W. M. K.
QUARTERMASTER

Blake, A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.

National Service Officers
Maclay, J. N. (Lt.).
Hatwell, A. B. (2/Lt.).
Taggart, M. (2/Lt.).
Robson, T. R. J. (2/Lt.).
Bracewell-Milnes, J. B. (2/Lt.)
Ferguson, H. A. L. (2/Lt.).

Snell, H. B. (2/Lt.).
Hawkins, H. C. A. (2/Lt.).
Evans, C. M. (2/Lt.).
White, D. R. (2/Lt.).
Thwaites, N. C. (2/Lt.).
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QE6itorial

and discharged his pistol in the air. Thus far the affair
terminated." (Scribe's remarks: "Huh! 3rd Class Shot.")
*

I

N response to a message of greetings to our Colonel
inChief, Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent,
on the occasion of Her birthday on 13th December,
1951, the following reply was received: —
" Please express to all ranks, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment my sincere thanks for
their kind message, which 1 much appreciate."
MARINA,

ColonelinChief.
*

*

*

A further message was received from Her Royal
Highness " Wishing all Members of the Past and Present
Association Best Wishes for Christmas."
*

*

*

It is now just a year since the new cover and larger
type was introduced in The Queen's Own Gazette. From
the congratulatory comments we have received from many
subscribers, the changes have justified themselves.
We now ask all subscribers to help us to offset the
increased cost of production by introducing new sub
scribers. May we also ask old subscribers to help us by
sending in their subscriptions as soon as they receive a
green reminder slip in their Gazette.
4.

W

E have been more or less ostracised since we last
published' a list of visitors.
This month we
can record a mere half dozen or so.
They

were: —

Lt.Col. A. J. Coe, Capt. P. N. Elgood, Lt.Col.
A. Howe, Mr. J. T. Evans, Capt. R. F. Allberry and
Capt. C. F. Willis.
*

*

Rumour has it that we are shortly to be invaded
by a deputation from the Army Historical Society who
are making an inspection of our Museum.
*

*

*

Wc hear that Maj. J. M. D. BoothTucker is in
Nairobi on special duty.
*

*

*

*

*

*

Maj. M. B. Rickcord is now at the Middle East Centre
for Arab Studies, Shemlan, Beirut, Lebanon. Intending
correspondents are requested to omit his military rank
when writing to him.
*

*

*

The Rev. G. Griffith Thomas, Chaplain at Preston
Hall Hospital, British Legion Village, tells us that as a
former Army Chaplain he knew The Royal West Kent
Regiment both in North Africa and before Casino.
*

*

*

Maj. V. A. J. Hart, who resides at Wilderness Mews,
Pembury Road, Tunbridge Wells, recently sent us some
very welcome exhibits for the Museum.
*

*

*

Capt. C. F. Willis is now in U.K. awaiting entry
as a student to the Staff College, Camberley.



Social and Personal

*

*

Col. C. F. Hitchens presided over a very happy
Luncheon Party of the Militia Club at the Junior United
Service Club on the 13th December; there were about 35
present including one or two West Kents.
The Militia Club still keeps strong, and we are con
tinually getting a few new members, within the last six
months about 12.

*

Lt.Col. C. A. B. de B. Brounlie, who is commanding
a Mauritian and Seychcllon Group in M.E.L.F., says "we
are certainly a beleagured garrison here. (His wife and
daughter have not moved outside the garrison for two
months.) I have units stationed all along the Canal Zone
from
to
, so I am on the road most days.
My Mauritians and Seychellons were taken off guard
duties soon after the crisis and have done an invaluable
job of work on the docks, supply depots, R.E. work, etc."
He
*
*
Capt. D. Hackforth, who is in Durban, has sent us a
cutting from " The Sunday Tribune," which contains an
extract from Durban's first newspaper " The D'Urban
Observer" of 1851. It carries a short report of a duel
from "The Times" of June 12th which reads: "A hostile
meeting took place between Lt. S. M. Hawkins, of the
97th Foot, and Viscount Maldon, Royal Horse Guards
Blue
Lord Maldon received the fire of his adversary

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Drill Hall, Avebury Avenue,
Tonbridge, Kent.
Dear Sir,
In order to ensure that all those who are very naturally
interested in 5th Bn. property know where certain items
are now held, the following information is included in
" The Queen's Own " Gazette.
The 19141918 War Memorial, which has hitherto been
hung in the Bromley Drill Hall, was removed by the 4th
Bn. in September, 1951, and is now hanging in the Bn.
H.Q. and H.Q. Coy. Drill Hall of the 4th Bn., as it was
felt that it is far more suitable that such an Honourable
Memorial should be held by the 4th Bn., which is sister
Bn. of the 5th, until the 5th Bn. is raised again, rather
than hanging in a Drill Hall that is now almost entirely
given over to the Royal Artillery who have no connections
with " The Queen's Own " at all.
The 19391945 Battle Honour Plaques were removed
by " D " Coy., 4th Bn. in 1947, when they ceased to use
the Bromley Drill Hall, and were brought to Bn. H.Q. in
the same year, and they are at present mounted in the 4th
Bn. H.Q. and H.Q. Coy. Drill Hall surrounding the 1914
1918 War Memorial.
Additionally, there are other 5th Bn. items, Officers'
Mess silver, certain Bn. Sports Trophies and old photos—
the latter mostly unframed, not in very good condition
—that are at present held by the 4th Bn. on behalf of the
5th Bn., until either the two Bns. are amalgamated to
be the 4/5th Bn. or the 5th Bn. is reformed.
L. F. W. Jackson, Lieut.Col.,
Commanding 4th Bn. The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regt.
[Photo of War Memorial on page 17.]
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Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM

LONDON

GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY

Capt. J. H. Brock (172341), to be Maj., 22nd December,
1951.
2/Lt. P. R. Stock, (408049), to be Lt., 16th December,
1951.
SHORT SERVICE REGULAR COMMISSION

Lt. Colin Cameron Davey (365123), from Emerg. Commn.,
to be Lt., 22nd October, 1951, with seniority, 12th
November, 1950.
EMERGENCY COMMISSION

Lt. M. M. Braham (204400), relinquished his Commn., 1st
December, 1951, and is granted the hon. rank of Lt.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

22451260 Cadet Geoffrey Thomas Barnes (419228),
to be 2nd Lt., 22nd September, 1951.
22439713, Cadet John Lewin Arnold (419465), to be
2/Lt., 6th October, 1951.
22466833, Cadet Gerard David Roy Smith (419737),
to be 2/Lt., 3rd November, 1951.
The undermentioned 2nd Lts. from Regular Army National
Service lists to be 2nd Lts.: —
A. B. Hatwell (412609), 16th September, 1951, with
seniority, 26th August, 1950.
D. P. Johnstone (411754), 2nd October, 1951, with
seniority, 15th July, 1950.
J. B. BracewellMilnes (41475), 7th October, 1951,
with seniority, 2nd December, 1950.
2/Lt. H. B. Snell (410794), from Inniskilling Fus.
Regular Army National Service List, to be 2nd
Lt., 9th October, 1951, with seniority, 3rd June,
1950.
2/Lt. H. C. G. Hawkins 408458), from Regular Army
National Service List, to be 2/Lt., 24th June,
1951, with seniority, 21st January, 1950.
2/Lt. H. A. L. Furguson (414179), from Regular Army
National Service List, to be 2/Lt., 17th October,
1951, with seniority, 16th December, 1950.
2/Lt. M. G. Thwaites (411231), from Regular Army
National Service List, to be 2/Lt., 11th Novem
ber, 1951, with seniority, 24th June, 1950.
2/Lt. D. R. White (412619), from Royal Inniskilling
Fus., Regular Army National Service List, to be
2/Lt., 18th November, 1951, with seniority, 16th
September, 1951.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

2/Lt. L. B. C. Baker (403309), is granted the Acting Rank
of Lt., 16th July, 1951.
2/Lt. Colin Temple Leys (413312), from R.W.K., T.A.
National Service List, to be 2/Lt., 31st August, 1951,
with seniority, 12th August, 1950.
EFFICIENCY MEDAL (TERRITORIAL)

The following Officer is awarded the Efficiency Medal
(Territorial):
Lt. H. Blackman (190921), (now R.E.).

OBITUARY
MR. F. G. WRIGHT.
At Thornton Heath, Surrey, on Christmas morning,
at the advanced age of 88 years, the death took place
from heart failure of exR.Q.M.S. F. G. Wright.
For
many years he served with the 4th Bn., in which he was
held in very high esteem both by officers and other ranks.
As evidence of his popularity, due to his genial and
obliging disposition, it may be mentioned that when
speaking of him (but needless to say not to him) almost
every man in the Bn. referred to him as "Old Laddie," a
name he earned through the kindly way he addressed the
younger soldiers when he came in contact with them on
such occasions as the issue of rations, fitting clothing, etc.
As a young man, Mr. Wright served in the Household
Cavalry, and afterwards for a short time in the City of
London Police.
The life of a police officer, however,
did not appeal to him, and he returned to his home town,
Maidstone. Here, in the early 1880s he joined what was
then the 1st Volunteer, and later the 4th Bn. of the
Queen's Own, remaining in its ranks until the termination
of the first Great War. For a number of years he held
the appointment of Officers' Mess Sergeant, but when in
October 1914 the Bn. was ordered overseas he was pro
moted to R.Q.M.S. and served in that capacity both in
India and Afghanistan.
When his unit returned to
England in December, 1919, he had passed the age limit,
and regretfully had to sever his active connection with the
Regt. His long and faithful service was recognised cy the
addition of the Meritorious Service Medal to his ether
decorations.
Subsequently he found employment in his trade as a
millwright and settled in Thornton Heath. But his regard
for the Regt. remained as keen as ever.
He was a life
member of the Past and Present Association, and never
failed to attend the many annual Reunions, both of the
4th Bn. and at Maidstone. At the later place, in spite of
his advanced age, he always insisted on marching to and
from the Parish Church, and treated with scorn frequent
persuasive offers of a conveyance.
Cremation took place at Croydon on New Year's
Day, and it is regretted that owing to the fact that his
relatives did not pass on the news of the demise until after
this event (possibly owing to previous instructions left by
the deceased) no representative of the Regt. could be
present or floral tokens sent. But as one who has served
with him and had the honour of his friendship for many
years, it is my sad privilege to pay this last tribute to the
memory of one who could truthfully be described a? a
good soldier, a genial and trusty comrade—in fact " a fine
old English gentleman."
W.P.



FORTHCOMING EVENTS,
Regimental Dinner—Junior United Services Club, 25th
June, 1952.
" A t H o m e " —Savoy Hotel, 25th June, 1952.
Tent—Week commencing 19th June, 1952.
Annual Reunion—20th June, 1952, subject to confirmation.
Cricket Week—Date awaiting confirmation.
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
Continuing our publication of photographs of the
Regimental Museum, we now present
THE UNIFORM BAY
Reference to the photograph shows the mess kit
worn by Brigadier N. I. Whitty, D.S.O., Colonel of the
Regiment from October, 1946, until January, 1949.
Scarlet tunic and mess jacket of the 97th Foot, 1870.
This is a very fine exhibit in comparison with the full
dress scarlet uniform on its right: readers will observe
the cuffs from Blue (97th) to Black, with gold lace scroll
on the bottom of the cuff to that of the right hand picture
showing the scroll on the sleeve proper—not on the cuff.
The collar on the latter uniform has collar badges.
On the left is a model in khaki drill as worn in
India. The topee is shown with a regimental badge
(some of our readers will remember the topee without
the badge); both are correct. The picture omits Officers'
Mess livery worn by servants 191027, which is outside the
scope of the camera. Other Ranks' full dress uniforms
. . . (C/Sgt., Sgt. and Pte.) are also in this bay but out
side the range of the camera, as are a 2nd Kent Vol.
Bn. uniform worn in the Boer War and General's Full
Dress Scarlet Tunic and Headdress complete with plume.
Since this photograph was taken, the dummy
Subaltern on the left has been gazetted a Captain, and

is now adorned in a blue frock coat as worn by officers
previous to World War I.
This frock coat is much
admired by spectators and we are grateful to Colonel
H. A. Waring, D.S.O., for its presentation.
In the show case on the left of the photo we have
a good collection of rare headdresses:— O.R.'s shako
(drain pipe), 1800; Officers' headdress, 1830; shako (97th),
1869; shako as worn by the Kent Light infantry, and
helmet worn by 2nd Bn. Kent Vol. Bn. during the Boer
War, and so down the years of helmets to the present
cap of jungle green as now worn by the 1st Bn. in
Malaya.
All these exhibits must be seen to appreciate this
panoply of Headdresses.
On the table can be seen the Imperial Gallon measure,
1880; this was the prize offered to those competing in
an All Ranks' shoot annually. Names appearing on it
are: 2/Lt. W. V. Palmer, Lt. C. E. P. Craven, Sgts. Bird,
Farrington, Hammond and others of the Regiment.
The Museum Books on the table contain photographs,
snapshots and events connected with the life of the Regi
ment.
Lack of space prohibits us from giving further detail,
and next month we hope to publish a photograph of silver
which is adjoining the Uniform Bay.
_.
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INCE the last notes
were written eight
bandits have been
killed by the Bn. and
one captured. This makes
the total 33 or an aver
age of one per week.
This figure
compares
favourably
with
other,
units in Malaya, especially
as for the first
few
months everybody was
feeling their way in this
type of warfare. " A"
Coy.,
by
killing
two
bandits at Tanjong Malim
become the first Coy. to
reach double figures. "D"
Coy. are in pursuit with
nine, while " C" Coy.
seems to have got their
second
wind,
having
killed five
and captured
one during the last month, bringing their total to eight.
" B " Coy. five, and Support Coy. one, make up the total.
There have been a number of changes within the Bn.
Maj. Dover relinquished the appointment of Adit, to
take over " B " Coy. Capt. J. B. Wilson is now Adjutant.
Capt. Leonard now becomes 2/1.C. of "A" Coy. Maj.
Spurr has reassumed the duties of Field Adm. Officer
and Capt. Dodson has taken over command of H.Q. Coy.
We welcome to the Bn. 2/Lt. Barnes, who has been
posted to " D " Coy.
" D" have moved their H.Q. and two Platoons to
the Tanjong Malim area, leaving one platoon at Kerling
under the command of Captain Campbell to quell the
bandits there.
lt has been announced that C.S.M. Leigh is to be
come R.S.M. of the 4th Bn., and he is expected to leave
shortly.
We congratulate him on this promotion and
wish him success and good luck in his new job.
In a hockey match played at Kuala Lumpur the Bn.
beat the 1st Suffolk Regt. by three goals to one, thus
avenging our cricket defeat.
On the same day Capt.
Dodson. 2/Lt. Leigh and L/Cpl. Baker played for 18
Bde. at Rugby against Seremban Garrison. The Bde. XV
won 16—9.
Ten of these points were scored by our
players. The star of the opposing side was Capt. Hunting,
also a member of the Regt.
2/Lt. Leigh and L/Cpl.
Baker have also represented Selangor this month. Christ

Battalions :
mas is approaching. The Q.M. informs us that the cake
and puddings have been made and that all messing
arrangements are complete.
The Post Corporal mean
while is deluged with incoming mail and parcels and
doesn't know whether he will last out until then.
The
remainder of us are keeping our fingers crossed and hop
ing that the bandits will not create any incidents.

" A " COMPANY
During the past month the incident rate has dropped
slightly, but again we can claim some success.
3 PI.
killed two bandits as a result of a very successful follow
up, after a police party fired
on some bandits who
escaped with one believed to have been wounded. Only
two bandits were contacted, and both were disposed of
fairly quickly. The Coy. is therefore leading in the inter
Coy. again after losing it for a short while to " D " Coy.,
our score now being 10.
We still have a PI. on detachment in Tanjong Malim
and it is now under command of " D " Coy., who have
moved into that area.
As a result of this move our
operations area has been almost halved.
The most important thing on the domestic side is
our move back to K.K.B. We expect to have settled down
at Erskine Camp in plenty of time to get the Christmas
festivities well organised. In spite of the awful thought
of early morning drill parades and much " bull," most
members of the Coy. will be glad to get back to a some
what more civilised camp.
We were all very sorry to see Capt. Wilson leave us
to take up the duties of Adjutant, but welcome Capt.
Leonard in his place as Coy. 2 i/c.
On the sports side we have nothing to report at all
as far as interCoy. fixtures are concerned.
The craze
for Volleyball a short while ago has finished, probably
because the pace was too hot.
One cannot play from
early morning until darkness on nearly every possible
occasion for very long.
Finally, we would like to congratulate " C" Coy.
cn their successes during the past month.

" B " COMPANY
We are unable to report any more bandit kills this
month, thouch we have been fully occupied in patrolling
and ambushing.
Early this month we welcomed Maj. V. Dover as
our new Company Commander. Capt. Leonard went to
"A" Coy. as 2 i/c.
However, this was not for long,
for on moving to Trolak to relieve " A " Coy. he returned
to us in his old capacity as 2 i/c. So his absence was
a short one.
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The Order of Battle is now: —
Coy. Cmdr.Maj. V. Dover. 4 PI. Cmdr.—2/Lt. Leigh.
4 PI. Sgt.—Sgt. Friend.
2 i/c.—Capt. Leonard.
5 PI. Cmdr.—2/Lt. Taylor.
C.S.M.—C.S.M. Armstrong. 5 PL Sgt.—Sgt. Pluck.
C/Sgt.—C/Sgt. Boorer.
6 PL Cmdr.—Sgt. Heyfron.

Christmas Eve. That is the Coy.'s Free Day to celebrate
Christmas, when the other Coys, will look after our area.
Our new area is fairly well populated with bandits,
and will keep us busy.
However, we hope soon to be
able to report a fall in bandit population and an increase
in our score.

Several members of the Coy. are due to go on a
dog handler's course in the near future. At the moment,
Pte. Frost is the only one actually on course, and we
are expecting him back quite soon, plus one large and
ferocious dog. We hope that the tracker dogs will make
a big difference to the follow up operations after a bandit
incident, and enable us to follow the bandits even when
they leave the track.
During our stay at K.K.B., the Coy. was able to get
in a good deal of sport. The Coy. soccer team did very
well, and numerous interplatoon games were played as
well. 5 PI. came out top dog.
Three members of the
Coy. are taking part in the novices boxing competition
which is being held.
They are Ptes. Carr, Curry and
Ralph. The results will not be known in time to appear
in these notes, but will be in next months.
We would
also like to welcome Cpl. Forester to " B " Coy. He has
come across from " A " Coy.
It has been mentioned already that the Coy. has now
moved to Trolak. We were fully installed by the 18th
December. We were welcomed by " A " Coy., who have
been here for six months and will doubtless be glad of
a change. Only two platoons are here, at Trolak, 4 and
6 Pis. 5 Pi. is detached at Tanjong Malim. However,
by Christmas they will be back with the Coy. We are,
at the moment, busy settling and reorganising the camp
to our liking, and we hope to have everything done by

This has been a very busy and most successful month
for the Coy. The score, which has been static for so
long at two, has gone up by leaps and bounds, and in
a space of ten days six or more bandits were added to
the bag. 8 PI., who have worked so hard without much
visible success were first to reap the reward of effort. As
they were returning from patrol, the leading scouts, Ptes.
Wells and Woodhams, saw four bandits picking passion
fruit. Calling up Sgt. Levett of Harrow, fire was opened
and one Siew Min was caught crossing a swamp and
killed. This started a chain of hectic events. Two days
later a section of 7 PI., acting for the first time on good
information, laid an ambush on a rubber estate.
Just
as they had lit cigarettes in preparation to pulling out, a
bandit was sighted at the top of a hill.
Details of the
chase that followed are somewhat vague, but they all agree
that it was fast and furious. Some accurate shooting by
Pte. Mardle of Woolwich, aided by a fabulous grenade
throw by 2/Lt. Howlctt from Tonbridge despatched
Perisamy, our fourth victim.
Further information led to an ambush by C/Sgt.
Harris of Aldershot and a section of 8 PI. on our front
doorstep. At about eight o'clock two bandits approached
from the rear of the position. Although fire was opened
instantly they seemed to disappear, and despite a search
by the remainder of 8 PI. and Coy. H.Q., no traces could

" C " COMPANY

Corps of Drums, 1st Bn. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

Kuala Kubu Bahru, Malaya.
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be found. At four oclock the next morning the Police
gave us the information that a wounded bandit had forced
his way into the Resettlement Area.
The Guard were
turned out to collect him and brought him back for
treatment and interrogation.
Later that morning 8 PI.,
under Sgt. Smith of Shorncliffe, went out to locate his
camp. In this they were successful, but before they could
attack, the sentry had fired to give the warning. While
this was happening, a tent housing one section of the PI.
caught fire and most of their personal belongings were
unfortunately destroyed, though, we are glad to say, they
will be helped by a grant from the Coy. Comds. fund.
The following morning a bandit, from the camp which
8 PI. had located, surrendered, having lost all of his kit,
including shoes and food. Napoleon, as he was immed
iately nicknamed, was soon put into operation.
9 PI.,
who have been constantly patrolling the Kanching Pass
through which the vital road between Rawang and Kuala
Lumpur runs, were handed over to Napoleon's mercy.
Despite an uncertain start he led them to a Min Yuen
camp. The PI. Comdr. decided to ambush the food dump
nearby, and the PI. made camp in the belukar at the
top of the hill. While his men were brewing up their
cups of tea the PI. Comdr., 2/Lt. Reoch of Sevenoaks,
was relaying the day's events over the radio. Suddenly the
sentry, Pte. Eggleson of Southborough, reported that three
bandits were coming up the hill. Immediately everything
was hurled aside and picking up their weapons to the
cry of " Come on 9 PI." they charged down the hill, firing
as they went, killing all three bandits.
Our successes
have been rewarded by a message from the G.O.C.,
reading: "Good shooting, congratulations to all at
Rawang."
Domestically, we have at last got the repairs and
additions to the camp under way. The cookhouse is be
ing reerected, a larger water tank is to be installed, and
the road leading to the camp which at the moment gives
nearly as rough a ride as the " Devonshire " in the Bay of
Biscay is to be resurfaced. It's hoped that these renova
tions will be completed by Christmas.
For most of us
this is the first Christmas away from home, and we are
trying to make it as happy a one as possible. Preparations
for a concert are in hand, and there is a promise of a
bumper Christmas dinner from the Q.M.
A tabletennis table is used quite regularly while the
Naafi has been the scene of a session of Tombola under
the supervision of Sgt. Quinn. Occasionally a party goes
into Kuala Lumpur for the evening, while off duty we
swim in the local lagoon. We have also played a foot
ball match with the Police, losing an excellent game bv
four goals to two.
We offer our congratulations to Maj. Crook on rep
resenting The Army, Malaya, at hockey, and to Cpl.
Walker on gaining his second tape. We were sorry to
lose Sgt. "Paddy" Quinn of Ireland to "A" Coy.,"and
wish him every success, welcoming Sgt. Bucknell, M.M.,
also from Ireland, in his place. Cpl. Maume and Pte. R!
Thomas have gone back to Blighty on completion of their
service in Malaya, while Pte. Storr has flown home on
compassionate leave; we offer our sympathy and best
wishes.
To conclude this month's notes we send all readers
of the Queen s Own Gazette our best wishes for a belated
but merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

" D " COMPANY
By reason of the job he has to do, the British Tommy
often finds
himself living in strange surroundings, and
under equally strange conditions. In the Malayan jungle,
a hastily erected bamboo and poncho basha is his home.
When he returns to base, he may live in an attap hut, a
building of some sort, or a tent.
But here at Ulu Bernham, near Tanjong Malim, 11
and 12 Pis. with Coy. H.Q. have found something unique
in the way of camps. A hospital building and part of the
grounds have been taken over as a new base for the Coy.,
in order that the local bandits who have been having
rather a jolly time in the area, may be kicked hard where
it hurts most.
It is a most delightful spot. A wire fence separates
11 PI. quarters from the maternity ward, while on the
other side of the camp is a cemetery, now overgrown.
Standing alone at the rear is the hospital morgue.
No. 11 PI., who, by the way, recently joined after
jungle training, bringing the Coy. up to full strength, dis
cover ed these landmarks and places of interest, on arrival.
They went on a recce to find somewhere suitable to wash
the grime Irom their hands. (They do work occasionally).
Finding a little hut complete with water laid on and nice
concrete slabs on which to rest the bowl and soap, they
prepared to take the building over as a Coy. bath room.
Their dreams of luxury were shattered when the PI. Sgt.
informed them that on no account would the morgue be
used as a wash house. The same day, a party engaged in
digging a swill pit, came across a complete skeletonr A sug
gestion that it should be scrubbed and the skull and cross
bones hung over the notice board, was squashed by the
C.S.M., because the Coy. clerk had flatly refused to post
detail after dark.
The bandit score board is still rising.
12 PI. have
made a kill, thus bringing the Coy. total to 9. The hunt
still goes on. There is plenty of room for more bandit
hats in the Coy. Office, so both platoons at Ulu Bernam
and 10 PI. at Kerling have started the race for the highest
score before the Coy. moves back to Bn. H.Q. at Kuala
Kubu Bharu.
ODD ENDS
Welcome to 2/Lt. Barnes, who recently arrived to
take over command of 11 PI. Somebody ought to warn
him though that his batman, Pte. Bill Gausden has the
nickname of " Matchet Happy."
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Ron. Healey on getting
that second one.
Cafe de Paris is what the new dining hall might be
called
It is not known whether Lt. J. P. Langhorne
cabled hints lrom his French friends in Indo China, but
the Coy. now dines on the verandah in " Gay Paree " style.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G.,"
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.
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SUPPORT COMPANY
This month we bring you the inside information
straight from the Platoons.
M.G.G. PLATOON

Out again! Why of course it's the Machine Gun
They say it's going to be tough, but to we moun
taineers it's just another ramble.
In April or May we will be losing a number of our
trained gunners, the reason—" Demob." To fill the breach
eight from the September draft were posted to us. They
have settled down quite quickly, but due to ops. they have
only had a " sniff" at the training programme so carefully
arranged by Capt. Fletcher.
Starting from December 1st "The Gunners" were
going to be allotted a new role of escort troop. Every
thing is ready and we're just waiting for the word " Go "!
The troop consists of a G.M.C. and couple of scout cars.
Pte. Hastings is handling the former with great skill, while
Pte. " Ginger " Gulliver is having the time of his life with
number one " Dingo." To make a third driver Sgt. Brad
shaw is instructing Pte. Dix on the finer points of driving.
Latest reports state he is progressing well. Sport as usual
is taking up most of our spare time.
Pte. Ernie Kelly
is still rightfully maintaining his place in the Bn. football
team, and at the same time peeling " spuds " in the cook
house.
Christmas is drawing near and we are looking forward
to plenty of eats and " Tiger," " more beer than eats."
Who said that? Why of course, Searles! !!
PI.

ASLT/PNR. PLATOON

Halt Berenti! from the Assault Pioneer PI. The past
month has been very busy with Bde., Bn. and Co. opera
tions. Also while in the camp we have been kept very
busy doing odd jobs for the Q.M., etc., and Coy. Comdr.
has given us the name of " Labourers " PI.
We are sorry to report the wounding while on opera
tions of our acting PI. Comdr., Lt. Norton, and also Pte.
Murrell, but are glad to say that Pte. Murrell is back to
duty now, and Lt. Norton is getting on fine in hospital.
We are glad to see the married families out here, especially
our PI. Sgt., Sgt. Barton, who is running around like
a two year old now that his wife and son have joined him.
We would like to congratulate Pte. Berry 73, who has
now risen to the great heights of L/Cpl., and wish him
success in his new rank.
Laugh of the month is on Pte. Love who has again
been mistaken for an Iban by a Suffolk officer. A sugges
tion from the lads is that he should use foot powder on
his skin. We are very pleased to have Lt. Goodwin back
in the Coy. after his operation.
We still have in our PI., according to the R.S.M., the
most powerful pair of legs in the Bn.
These are gaily
displayed nightly in the showers of Pte. Beeching.
It is hoped that no more rush jobs will be thrust upon
us, as was the case the day after the officers' mess dinner
shirts were declared AWOL from the dhobi lines. Never
has so much barbed wire been put up by so few in so
short a time.
ANTI TANK PLATOON

The PI. welcomes the return of Lt. Goodwin after
a long absence in hospital. The new arrivals have been
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asking questions as to his character, and are being com
pletely misled by the other members of the PI. pulling
their legs!
The departure to the U.K. of Cpl. Bures and Pte.
Goulden was received with plenty of sarcastic remarks
from jealous members of the PI. (all in fun of course!).
The main instigators were those who would also have gone
home but for an extra six months that was added to their
service. We all wish them both the very best of luck
wherever they go and whatever job they undertake.
The appointment of Pte. Clark to L/Cpl. was received
with great enthusiasm by all, especially Cpl. Fisher, who
now has two L/Cpls. in his section to do most of the work.
It's happened at last! ! The PI. whilst on Stand By
got called out, everybody thinking " What a life and at
tiffin time too." We were rolling along thinking of the
good food that was going to waste, when the firing started,
just as Cpl. Arthur's truck was going round a bend. He
showed great presence of mind, and together with L/Cpl.
Wigginton, Ptes. Burford (who was slightly wounded in
the arm), Carter and Elphic, chased the bandits for nearly
half a mile before pausing for breath!
Also slightly
wounded were Pte. (now L/Cpl.) Clark and Pte. Everest 98.
Nothing serious, luckily. We were all very sorry when
our Medical Orderly, Pte. Holman, was killed in the
" follow up."
All the members of the PI. wish to express their
sympathy for Lt. Norton, who was seriously wounded
during an operation in conjunction with the Suffolk Regt.
near Kuala Lumpur.
We had all got to know him
extremely well as he was our PI. Comdr. for ops. while
Lt. Goodwin was in hospital. We all wish him a speedy
recovery and hope he has as merry a Christmas as is
possible.
SPORT: The PI. has had quite a hunk of sporting life
lately. L/Cpl. Stockley and Pte. Johnson were in the Bn.
team that defeated Rawang in the SemiFinal of the Rain
ford Cup 2—1.
Also we have five members of the PI.
in the Novices Boxing Competition.
We wish them the
best of luck in their bouts. I believe their motto is " Hit
'em hard and hit 'em often." If they abide by that they
can't go far wrong.
All the lads of the PI. miss " Buster Gray " on patrols
lately.
Especially his cries of " Mass Bass for water."
The reason for his absence from patrols is that he is wait
ing for a stronger pair of spectacles than he already has
This, however, does not prevent him lying on his bed for
quite a slice of the day studying the escapades of " Hank
Janson," "Ace Capelle," and others.
We welcome back to the fold Lt. Goodwin after his
operation. He has fortunately arrived just at the right
moment, as Lt. Norton has left us and is in hospital at
Kuala Lumpur recovering from his wounds.
C.S.M. Nichols is occasionally to be seen in the
vicinity of Coy. Office, but more often on escort duty
between K.K.B. and K.L.!!!
The last month of sport has shown a successful return
with the hockey team in full swing against anyone that
dare to challenge them. Results of the hockey matches
are:— v. Q.M., draw 1—1; v. Band, lost 3—0; v. Band,
won 2—0.
The Badminton enthusiasts, of whom we have quite
a number, are jumping with joy at the sight of new kit
supplied from the Coy. Stores.
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H.Q. COMPANY
During the last month two unprecedented events hap
pened. H.Q. Coy. provided the stand by PL for four days
and also provided a garrison for Kerling for three days.
Much to the disappointment of those members of the Coy.
who took part, the bandits were very quiet and they were
not called out to engage them. During this period when
the Coy. really was stretched, the Band did a guard. The
Coy. Ord. Sgt. could hardly believe his ears when he was
told.
He did recover five seconds later and was away
like a flash of lightning.
C.S.M. Leigh, we are told, is going back to England
shortly to become R.S.M. of the 4th Bn. He has carried
out the arduous duties of C.S.M., H.Q. Coy. since the
beginning of 1949. D/M. Watts is in the process of taking
over the job of A/C.S.M.
We wish both of them luck
in their new appointments.
We take the opportunity of congratulating L/Cpls.
Bunn and Teasdale on their recent promotion.
The thoughts of the Coy. are now directed towards
Christmas, which we shall be celebrating (bandits permit
ting) on December 25th.
The volume of mail wfiich is
being received and the energy with which the Coy. is
putting up the decorations, has to be seen to be believed.
One man who will be pleased when Christmas is over is
Sgt. Westlake, our new Cook Sgt. He is working at full
stretch, and having had a preview of his efforts, I can
say that the food is going to be of the highest standard.

SERGEANTS' MESS
By the time this issue is published we shall be in a
New Year, and for the author of these notes a good one,
as visions of Blighty are appearing on the horizon, in fact
he has been provided with glasses.
Everyone at the
moment is busily preparing for Christmas, food is being
ordered, and when I say food I really mean food.
During December, " A " Coy. have returned to K.K.B.
and " B " Coy. have taken their place. Such personalities
as C.S.M. Tidey and Sgts. King and Quinn can now be
seen daily. Of course they are operational, or didn't you
know?
Iban Henden has also returned to K.K.B., where he
is performing weapon training duties and range work. To
see Sgt. Henden stripped to the waist is a sight not to be
forgotten, one is thankful that only part of one's frame
is composed of bone. " Debonair" Coughlan presses on.
I have reason to believe that he is putting in for Blighty
leave, having made so much money from the football
sweep.
Our " Have a body like mine in 3 weeks" expert
(Sgt. Collard), continues to organise games, and at the
moment is running a boxing tournament.
Badminton continues to hold its popularity, such stal
warts as R.S.M. Stephens, Sgt. Gough, C/Sgt. Ingleby,
Sgt. Collard, continue to play. Table tennis is extremely
popular in the Mess. The ping of ball meeting bat can
be heard every evening. Some extremely creditable per
formances can be seen.
Even Sgt. Bowles and Sgt.
Brown have been known to play. It has been suggested
that the table be lowered, to suit rhe requirements of the

O.R.Q.M.S., who finds it is difficult to play the smash
stroke. We suggest that he stands on a box. The expert
on electronics and skip distances, Sgt. Leach is at present
behind the bar, where he is dispensing Captain Carlsburg
and various other well known brands.
Our "Topper Brown" continues in rude health and
also has an urge to return to his native heath. Not long
now, Topper.
Sgt. Hanlon is no longer with us. We trust he will
manage to find his way around Singapore without the
aid of a compass, or Celestial Body.
C.S.M. Leigh will be leaving us in the New Year to
take over R.S.M. of the 4th Bn. C.S.M. Leigh is an old
member of the Queen's Own, and the Mess wish him and
Mrs. Leigh the very best of luck, and trust that he will
let us know of his wanderings in the blukar of Tonbridge.
Please shake all the bamboo out of your hair before you
go, Tom, it looks odd in Blighty.
C.S.M. Nichols is occasionally to be seen in the Coy.
Office, and has even been seen in the Mess. Be careful
Sir, they have to screen people who come in to camp.
He is operational too, I really mean it.
During the month a hush descended on the Mess,
Sgt. Roberts went on leave, and the bandits, in an effort
to assist us, pulled up the railway line, with the result
that he has not yet reappeared.
However, I have no
doubt that he will return.
The delights of Penang con
tinue to draw the members of the mess on leave.
Sgt.
Thornton, the M.T. expert, I'm sorry to say, is in hospital,
we all hope he will soon be back with us again.
" Mike Jennings " is at the moment in Singapore on
leave; that boy knows his onions, too, about leave. Mind
that car, Mike, if it is like your Badminton racquet you
have had it.
It would not be in the best interests of the writer of
these notes to omit the R.Q.M.S., that "stout" little man
who controls the food, clothing, in fact, almost anything.
His fitness is a thing to be wondered at, also his service.
His eager eye misses nothing, particularly on Saturday
nights when he quietly says " House."
Within the last month we have had to say " Good
Bye " to Sgt. Dutton, and welcome in his place Sgt. West
lake.
In conclusion, the Mess wishes all readers of the
" Buster " a " Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year."
QUIETA NON MOVERE.

BATTALION SOCCER
The tragic death of Capt. Deed has deprived the Bn.
team of a very fine Captain and sportsman. We offer our
sympathy to his relatives at home.
Bad weather has dogged all or most of our matches
lately, and cancellations have been very tedious. Opera
tions also take their toll of regular players, and we have
only managed to play one game in the Ulu Selangor
District League and one in the Rainford Cup.
In the former, which was a 3—0 victory for us, we
were handicapped by a waterlogged pitch which made
play rather exasperating.
However it was a remarkably
fast and evenly fought game with our opponents forwards
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always dangerous. They seemed to lack finish though,
and by dint of taking the chances that came our way, we
managed to build up a nice lead.
The Rainford Cup SemiFinal was played under near
perfect conditions at K.B.B.
We had a bye in the 1st
round, so that we were not sure what sort of opposition we
were up against.
It proved quite formidable, with
extremely fast and dangerous wing forwards who somehow
didn't finish well. We had fielded a strong team, however,
and our forwards finished more strongly than those of
our opponents. Our goal keeper, Wood of Sp. Coy., v as
tested with one or two shots which he cleared confidently.
Our first goal was scored by Pte. Kelly on the lert
wing after we had been pressing for some time.
The
second was scored by L/Cpl. Baker, our right back, who
took the ball right up the field on his own and scored
with a simply wonderful shot from near the corner post.
In the second half a blatantly ofiside goal scored
by our opponents was allowed by the referee, whose
activities seemed to be limited by bis bulk.
However, although both sides pressed strongly there
was no further score, and we now go on to the final v.
K.K.B. on the 31st December.
Members of the Bn. team during the past two games
have been Pte. Wood (goal).
L/Cpl. Baker and Ptes.
Johnson and Shearing (backs), L/Cpl. Keeler, Ptes. Fuller
and Nash (halfbacks), and L/Cpl. Stockley, Ptes. Kelly,
French, Wilson, Carr (forwards).
We are at the present, top of the Ulu Selangor League.
P. W. D. L. F. A. Pts.
Royal West Kent .. .. 14 12
2
0 31
9 26
Rawang Tin Sports Club 15
8
5
2 23 15 21
Batu Arang Sports Club 12
9
1
2 41
8 19
P.W.D. Sports Club
..13
7
4
2 24
8 18
Rawang Police
.. .. 15
6
4
5 29 18 16
Kuala Kubu Police
..15
5
3
7 21 29 13
Rajah's XI
13
5
2
6 17 22 12
Belfield Club
12
2
3
7
9 28
7
Taiping Consolidated ..18
2
1 15 19 25
5
Rawang Concessions, Ltd. 13
1
1 1 1
5 57
3

OBITUARY

I

4 th

BATTALION

BATTALION H.Q.

T

HE main event of the month was the
quarterly 133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.) Inter
Unit Shoot, which took place on
Shoreham Range on Sunday, 9th Decem
ber, 1951. The whole of the competition
was fired from 500 yards, and in spite
of the wind being at gale force and
the target almost obscured by shadow and
haze, some competitors managed to put
up a good individual score. The results of the shoot was
as follows: —
" D " Coy
166
"Sp." Coy
154
" A " Coy
120
"H.Q." Coy
109
" C " and " B " Coys, fired, but their scores were not
allowed to count as they were unable to produce a team
comprising the correct ranks in accordance with the con
ditions laid down for the Shoot.
The highest individual scores were: —
Maj. K. C. Meyrick
.. .. 29
Sgt. W. Moore
29
Sgt. J. Parkes
29
Pte. S. Walden
29
Maj. C. W. L. Bird
.. .. 27
Cpl. T. Sayer
27
Cpl. W. Mathew
27
The possible was 32.
Congratulations to " D " Coy. in
leading the field.
We now await the final results of the
competition from Bde. H.Q.
A representative team from the Bn. also fired in the
Postal Shoot organised by the Kent Territorial and
Auxiliary Forces' Association, which took place on the
25 yards range at Tonbridge. The results were as
follows: —
.. 87
Maj. C. W. L. Bird
91.2
C.S.M. D. Wells .. ..
.. 92.1
Sgt. C. Cheeseman
84
C.S.M. H. Vallins . .
91.1
Sgt. W. Styles
..
76
Pte. Ravilious
521.4

22309696 Pte. LEONARD HOLMAN.

TOTAL

1ST BN. THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGT.

In spite of fog and the icy condition of the roads on
the night of the 13th December, 1951, the keenness of the
competitors, some of whom had to travel by road from
Staplehurst, Matfield and St. Mary Cray, was such that
they overcame all difficulties of travel and the whole team,
complete with four reserves was assembled by 20.15 hours
ready to do battle, and they are to be highly congratulated
on the results.
We wish to take this opportunity of thanking 2/Lt.
A. F. Curry of the Regimental Depot, who braved the
elements to come over and supervise the Shoot for us.
A hearty welcome is extended to 2/Lt. M. G.
Thwaites and 2/Lt. D. R. White on posting to the Bn.
We hope their stay will be a long one.
We are looking forward to the arrival of R.S.M. and
Mrs. Leigh from Malaya.
R.S.M. Leigh is relieving

T is with deep regret that we announce the death on
operations on the 26th November, 1951, of Pte.
Leonard Holman.
Pte. Holman, a regular soldier, was nineteen years of
age. He joined the Army on the 28th March, 1950. After
serving with the 1st Bn. East Surrey Regt. he was posted
to the 1 R.W.K. on the 4th December, 1950, During the
whole of his service with the Queen's Own he was a
Stretcher Bearer and took part in many jungle operations.
Despite his small build, he carried his large load without
complaint, and was popular with all ranks.
He was buried at the Military Cemetary in Kuala
Lumpur on the 27th November, 1951. The service being
taken bv the Rev. W. G. Farnworth.
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R.S.M. (Paddy) Byrne, D.C.M. in January. We then have
the rather sad job of saying "An Revoir" to Mr. and Mrs.
Byrne.
Efforts are being made to reform the Bn. Band, and
our late Bandmaster of preWar days, Mr. G. Gibbons, has
offered his assistance and is endeavouring to get together
exBandsmen of the 5th Bn. and the 22nd Home Guard
Bn. R.W.K. in the Orpington and Bromley area.
It is
hoped that by Camp, 1952, the nucleus of a band will have
been formed, and will be able to combine with the Corps
of Drums, which is now quite strong, on ceremonial
parades, etc.
Any Bandsmen desirous of joining the Band can
obtain " special conditions of service, pay and facilities "
from the P.S.I, at either the T.A. Centre, Anglesea Road,
St. Mary Cray, or T.A. Centre, Parish Lane, Penge.
Congratulations to Cpl. K. Passey of the Orderly
Room Staff on his promotion to Sgt. (very dry so far).

" A " COMPANY
To open my short news letter from Maidstone, 1
would like to report on the success of the Coy. Christmas
Smoker, this being quite an enjoyable occasion, with a
very good attendance.
Although the Coy was not
blessed with the good fortune to have the weather on
their side, the evening went off with quite a bang, and
should be slightly beneficial with regard to the Company
Recruiting Campaign.
The Coy. team which attended the Shoot at Shore
ham on Sunday the 9th December, did not do as well as
was hoped, although, in my opinion, the wind was not
very helpful, and the light was not so good.
It now
remains for us to hope for better luck next time.
Once again our beloved P.S.I, is preparing to collect
his sack full of Christmas ackers and proceed on three
weeks' leave. I might add, on behalf of the Coy., that 1
hope it rains wherever he goes, other than Maidstone.
There was a fine selection of grins and smiles when
the Coy. received their bounties, but they didn't last for
long, due to the fact that they had to pay some of the
money back for the purchase of Christmas cards, diaries,
and other small items.
Nevertheless, enough remained
for quite a splash at the weekend.
The indispensable Pte. Elcombe, on loan to the Coy.
from Support, has unluckily damaged his right hand. I
hope it has not damaged his trigger finger, I would not
like to see the Coy. receive an unfair, and unwanted
advantage of Support Coy. at the next Bn. Shoot.
Before I close I would like to wish all past and present
members a Very Happy Christmas and a Successful New
Year, and the hope for a rainless Camp.
Wishing you well,
" Jobeca."

" B " COMPANY
A strong contingent of " B " Coy., including National
Service men, attended a Remembrance Day Parade in
Orpington on November 12th. Under the command of
Maj. Coath we led the parade through the High Street to
the War Memorial, where a short service was conducted.
Later we marched back to the Parish Church, where many
of us attended a Service of Remembrance.

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE

AFRAID

OF

ELEPHANTS P
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

Since our last report we have welcomed four volun
teers. L/Cpl. Amber has pursuaded his brother to join
us and Pte. Bowley has been transferred to the Coy.
from another Unit.
The other two men, Ptes. Lee and
Wilson are N.S. volunteers.
To wind up the first course of Map Reading Instruc
tion for the Orpington Civil Defence volunteers, mentioned
last month, a practical outdoor exercise was organised one
Sunday morning. Something approaching a Monte Carlo
Rally took place round the outskirts of Orpington as the
various syndicates took off in their cars.
It was noted
with pride that everyone eventually arrived at the final
check point, which was conveniently situated close to a
building bearing The Conventional Sign.
The exercise
was enthusiastically received and many people asked if
they might attend another—we like to think that their
motive was enthusiasm, although the pessimists have
offered alternative reasons.
Bulls beware! The Bees' Team for the Brigade
InterCoy. Shoot, just as we go to press, consists of Lt.
Nash, C.S.M. Vallins, L/Cpls. Amber and Dempsey, and
Ptes. Butler, Farmer, May and Quaint.
May they fare
better than the Darts team, which has been off target
of late, and can only report 1 win to compensate 2 losses.
On 14th December the Coy. is holding its Christmas
Social at the Drill Hall, of which, more in our next, doubt
less. We are looking forward to a rattling good evening
with many old friends. Particularly are we anxious that
the N.S. men, of whom we see too little, will turn up in
force, and we are hoping to have the opportunity of wel
coming a number of their parents.
Finally, may we wish the best of luck for the coming
year to Bn. Headquarters and all other Companies.
" Busy Bee."
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" C " COMPANY

for the future, and if you're ever up Penge way, Paddy,
you're always welcome at Parish Lane.

On going to press this month we offer the heartiest
congratulations to all members of the Coy. on being
placed third in the Bde. InterCompany Shoot during this
year. Well done " A" Coy. on gaining second place.

We understand that it may be Snowdonia for next
year's Camp. Snowdon is over nine thousand feet high,
and on this imposing thought we wish all Coys, a Very
Happy and Prosperous New Year.

The highlight of the month was on the 27th Novem
ber, .when we were royally entertained by the Sevenoaks
Council, and we were very pleased to welcome the Com
manding Officer and Captain Blake on this occasion. The
object of the exercise was to make the full acquaintance
of our Councillors; method—the imbibing of drink; result
—101% success. Having left the Council Chambers at
about 20.40 hours, the party adjourned to our Club Room,
where a very enjoyable evening was had by all. One or
two queries have arisen with regard to the happenings of
that evening, on which we would request some informa
tion.
(a) Who narrowly avoided a collision with another
vehicle at the junction of Argyle Road and London Road?
(b) Who was it that mistook his garage door for some
thing else, which resulted in a cut forehead? (c) Who
left their ignition turned on all evening?
On Tuesday, 3rd December, we welcomed the
National Service men on one of their all too infrequent
visits. Since the weather was not conducive to outdoor
training, two films were shown in the Drill Hall, which
were very interesting and instructive, called "A Day in the
Line " and " A Fighting Patrol." Before closing we should
like to take this opportunity of wishing all members of
the 4th Bn. a Very Happy Christmas and a Bountiful New
Year.
" Pen Pusher."

" D " COMPANY
It must be admitted that all this rain has daunted
even our ardent spirits, and what with 'flu, and colds,
etc., the Drill Hall has been rather empty during the last
month. It was rather surprising, though, how many people
we found belonged to the Coy. last Thursday night. The
magic word " bounty " acted on " D " Coy. like a three
Line Whip in the House of Commons. Even Mr. Johnny
Johnson and Mr. Wally Hill put in a brief appearance.
We welcome Capt. Georgie Wood, just out of hospital
after a minor operation; in time for the turkey, eh George?
And that reminds us: Only twelve more shopping
days to Xmas. By the time this appears in print, the holly
will be down, and all those Xmas cards which kept on
falling off the mantelpiece will have been thankfully
consigned to the waste paper basket.
We hope you all
had a very happy Xmas.
Poor old Support Coy., you seem to be losing your
grip.
Do you remember some weeks back?
The
occasion—a Shooting Match.
The weapon—a Bren as
the teeth of a seventeenpounder AntiTank gun.
The
result, if we have heard aright, Support Coy. beaten at
their own game. Almost a case of carrying coals to New
castle. Is this right, Support Coy.?
Congratulations to the stalwarts of " D " Coy., who
braved the cold and the wind to carry off the medal at
last Sunday's Battalion Shoot.
We would like to wish R.S.M. Byrne every good wish

" Nightingale IV."

SUPPORT COMPANY
The month has been a quiet one for Support Coy., no
arduous weekends have taken place, and the only Evening
Parade of note was when we entertained the local
W.R.A.C. Coy. for a .22 Miniature Range Shoot. Not a
great deal has been said about this evening, but perhaps
as far as married men are concerned, the least said the
better, but it is quite true to say that a most enjoyable
evening was had by all.
We do really congratulate Pte.
Bishop of the W.R.A.C. for obtaining Runner's Up score
to Sgt. Moore, as individuals.
We have great pleasure in welcoming two new volun
teers. They are Ptes. Groves and Jess. Both of them
are going to the 3" Mortar PI. May their stay with us
be long and happy.
The 3" Mortar PI. is well in the news this month.
Apart from our two new volunteers, we have to con
gratulate Cpl. and Mrs. Jenner on the birth of a son.
Perhaps a future volunteer in another twenty years' time
(will he want to sit up in the O.P. with his father?).
It has been noticed that Sgt. Dowsing has been dis
appearing these last few nights into the backroom with
one or two new faces. Rumours are that they have been
delving into the secrets of the 17 P.D.R.
We congratulate Cpl. Passey on his promotion to Sgt.
We did hear that he was moving into a bigger house. If
the Corps of Drums get many more Sgts. they will want
a Sgts.' Mess of their own.
We also congratulate Pte. Ravilious D. on being
selected to represent the Bn. in the K.T.A. .22 Miniature
Range Competition.
Before closing down, we would like to take this
opportunity to wish all ranks of the Regiment a Very
Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year.
" Washout."
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DEPOT
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NLY during the first fortnight of December did the
Regimental Depot appear operating in its proper
role of Recruit Training.
This ended with the
usual passing out parade which took place on the 12th.
The weather was most unkind on this occasion and in
consequence only a few of the recruits' relatives and
friends were present to watch the proceedings. The next
day the draft was despatched to the Bde. Depot at Canter
bury.
This brought a very welcome break to all the
instructional staff, since the next intake was not due until
3rd January, 1952.
The majority of the Training Stall
availed themselves of some well earned privilege leave.
In the new year there will be some changes in the PI.
Sgts., Sgts. Manson and Kent, who have been doing
extremely well, are being relieved by Sgts. Collingwood
and Palmer.
We do hope they will be able to mould
the material they have at their disposal as well as their
forbears.
Our next main task was preparations for the Annual
Children's Christmas Party, held on the 19th December.
This was a great success, and this year something like
about 130 children were entertained with their parents in

the New Gymnasium.
Paddy Mullen once again per
formed as Santa Claus and was almost overwhelmed by
the children when he arrived towards the end of the festi
vities to distribute the presents. In addition to our own
members' children, the party was combined to include the
children and parents of the 25th Field Engineer Regt.,
R.E., from Invicta Lines, who left rather suddenly for the
Middle East.
Quite a number of their families are
accommodated in our barracks. The entertainment con
sisted of a really fine film
show given by our Armourer
(Staff Sgt. Setford, R.E.M.E.), and Punch and Judy with
ventriloquism given by Mr. Skinner (an exmember of the
1st Bn.—Q.M. Stores prewar). Soon afterwards R.S.M.
Hayley produced hundreds of paper hats and caps of all
shapes and sizes and all sat down to an excellent tea party.
The usual fun and games, including a huge musical chair
competition, controlled by about half a dozen adults,
filled in the interval prior to the arrival of Father Xmas.
As already explained, whilst he was around it was not
possible to keep the children occupied in any other form
of entertainment.
Following " Paddy's" usual good
advice for all children, when all toys had been distributed,
opened, tried out all round the gym, R.S.M. Hayley
managed to find some enormous balloons from back stage.
After these had been dispersed the party ended, and all
made their respective ways home. In concluding, a special
word of thanks must be passed to Mrs. Hayley for her
kindness in giving up her time to ensure that each indi
vidual child received the appropriate type of present
according to age and sex.
On the 21st December, the Regimental Depot Annual
Christmas Draw and Dance was held, no doubt this has
been reported in the Sgts.' Mess notes for this month,
since without their help the show would not be run at

The Children's Christmas Party.

[K.M. Photograph]
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all. In addition to the members of the Sgts.' Mess, we
thank Maj. B. A. Pond, M.B.E., and Lt. J. A. Scouller for
kindly assisting in the actual drawing of the prize tickets.
Lt. Scouller was amply rewarded by winning a child's
story book.
Maj. C. H. Kcenlyside has tagged on a fair amount
of privilege leave due to his Xmas leave period, and he
is not expected back in harness until the middle of Jan
uary, Capt. I. A. Macmiilan will then go on leave for
intensive study for the Staff College Entrance Exam. We
all wish him every success in his efforts.
With the opening of the New Year all were soon very
busy again with the new Intake, which arrived on the
3rd January, and things were once again beginning to
get into their stride.
SPORT AND SHOOTING.

A team of ten was entered for the Home Counties
District Small Bore League, and after some delay, due
to repairs being carried out to the Miniature Range, we
managed to fire off all the fifteen matches on the last day
of the year.
Results have not been received up to the
time of going to press, although we have no hopes of
winning the competition, we do sincerely hope we are
fairly well up in the final tables.
SOCCER

The Depot has continued to play outside matches on
an average of one each week, with the exception of the
recess at Christmas. Our team continues to vary each
week, so the following results are far from unsatisfactory:
6th Dec., v. Kent County Constabulary
Lost 2 6
11th Dec., v. 1/E. Surrey Regt. (Rear Party) Won 5 1
5th Jan., v. Springfield Mills
Lost 3 4
It is hoped in the near future to arrange for the
Officers and Sgts. to play a match versus the Other Ranks
of the Regimental Depot, and also for the Recruits to play
an outside match.
HOCKEY

December saw our exit from the Home Counties
District Minor Units Competition. Although we had a
bye in the second round, we did not lose before putting
up a grand light. In the replay the score was 0—1 at
half time, and for the rest of the game, with one man
injured, we were playing with ten men, which handicapped
us quite severely. Had it not been for this and one or
two very near misses we might well have reached the next
round, which was the final.
In our return game with The Home Counties Brigade
Depot we played an excellent game and fully deserved
the final score. Our centre forward, a recruit, scored
three very fine goals, a fourth was disallowed.
This
result, however, would not have been possible but for the
soundness and continual support of the defence. Fortun
ately we managed to keep virtually the same defence for
each game so far.
5th Dec., v. Home Counties Brigade Depot Won 5 0
15th Dec., Home Counties District Minor
Units Competition, v. School of Infantry,
Small Arms Wing, Hythe
Draw 1 1
19th Dec., v. School of Infantry, Small
Arms Wing, Hythe (Replay at Small Arms
School, Hythe)
Lost 0 4
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OTHER SPORTS

It is hoped to be able to arrange another Cross
Country Running fixture and perhaps a Badminton Match
with local teams.
Extra machinery has now been made available for
our sports field, and with Mr. Bird's careful attention we
shall have a really first class arena in the near future.
It augers well for our summer sports season.

SERGEANTS' MESS
The New Year has arrived and time is slipping by
very quickly, and hurried notes are made over our activi
ties for December, 1951.
First of all, our heartiest congratulations are given
to Mr. Hooky Walker (The Regimental Coachman) on
receiving the M.S.M.
Quite a nice Christmas box which
has been duly celebrated in the correct manner.
At our last monthly meeting it was proposed and
carried that the Mess should acquire a really good tele
vision set. Cash was on the short side, so it was agreed
that the anteroom carpet be sold to offset the cost of
the set.
This was done without trouble and a new
Fergusson TV set was installed within less than a week
of the meeting. The set is proving to be very popular
to date, and no doubt McCartney will appreciate it more
when the cricket season arrives and he can see some
test cricket (??).
Early in the month frantic efforts were being made
to ensure that all would be in order for the Depot Annual
Children's Christmas Party and the Grand Draw and
Dance.
Good work was put in by all members of the
Mess, not forgetting Mrs. Hayley, to whom our gratitude
is due for the great trouble taken to ensure that all
received an appropriate gift through Father Xmas at the
party. Also for kindly obtaining the bulk of the prizes
for the Christmas Draw.
As in past years the Christmas Draw proved to be
very popular and was well attended. Following the draw
we held our usual Xmas Dance, which carried on until
midnight. Members of the Mess were luckier this year
in drawing prizes, the R.S.M. being in great form, winning
five, consisting of a chicken, vacuum flask, cigarette case,
box of groceries and cigarettes. Other winners were: —
O.R.Q.M.S., Xmas pudding and half a dozen bottles of
beer; Sammy Ringe, a bottle of lime juice, whilst Mrs.
Ringe secured a cigarette lighter. Sgt. Alf Pratt, a box
of handkerchiefs and nylons, Sgt. Collingwood, a carving
set. The Armourer Staff Sgt. managed to get a bottle of
hair tonic. In all about 2,500 tickets were sold, and the
prizes totalled 117. We were very pleased to see Henry
Butcher and his party at the draw, and hope he enjoyed
the stay. C.S.M. (Tug) Wilson did very well in the draw
having secured a goose, large shopping bag and biscuit
barrel. During the month we had George Carter of the
Catford Branch Past and Present Association with us, and
we are very grateful for his assistance in helping at the
Children's Party and the draw.
I'm sure he enjoys his
short stays here and no doubt it makes a change for him.
Once again the Mess has received a goodly number
of Xmas Cards from other messes and our friends; these
of course have taken up all the spare room but will be
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safely cleared away on the 12th night. Our appreciation
is extended to all those who kindly thought of us and we
sincerely hope they will enjoy the coming year.
Changes in the Mess staff are being made in the New
Year. Sgts. Collingwood and Palmer will be taking over
PI. Sgts. appointments, and Sgt. (Cawftablets) Manson and
Charlie Kent will have a rest from instructing for a while.
They are to be congratulated on the high standard obtained
with the recruits that have passed through the Depot since
reactivation.
R.S.M. Hayley has once again been trying to catch
up on the leave due to him and combined this with his
Xmas leave. I understand he met Bob (The Medicalman)
Unattached whilst on leave, and that Bob has now devel
oped an enormous "Tash"—Something like "The Two
Types" wear. He is still at Oxford with the R.A.M.C.
We were also pleased to receive a card from " Billy" Boy
Blundon.
What about dropping us a line?
You must
have more time than we have—we are busy these days.
" McCartney."

" Why is Brown pacing up and down in front of his
house like that ? "
" He's awfully worried about his wife, poor chap."
" Why, what's she got ? "
" The car."

HUDDLENATTER VI

O

UR newspapers inform us that lately there has been
an increase in the number of exServicemen's
reunions in Western Germany.
Some writers
express concern about the objects behind these meetings,
and hint darkly about the reemergence of Nazism.
There were no patent motives behind the promotion
of the 6th Annual Reunion of the 2nd Bn. exSignals PI.
and its friends, however.
This reunion took place, as usual, at Stewart's
Restaurant on Saturday, 17th November, when there were
23 hungry and thirsty guests present.
Alter the usual army greetings and more formal
handshakes, everyone crowded in for the feast.
As the
first drink was on the house, scruples and the worry prob
lems which the cost of living was causing were forgotten
in the scramble for something gratis, particularly a drink.
Following an excellent and satisfying meal with no
quarter given, and during which jackets and the elusive
bottom waistcoat button were undone, Archie opened the
evening's more serious business.
Certainly eating is a
serious business, but never more serious than Archie
Thatcher's messages.
Summarising the essentials of a
successful life into three main channels, he went on to
discuss these.
Happiness in work, he felt, was equally
important as happiness in the home, and health. Any one
influenced the others, and where one was lacking the
others were prejudiced. He also referred to the increasing
number of " tyres " which were beginning to appear, either
as evidence of rich living or increasing age.
Surrep
titiously belts were tightened and waistcoat button done
up again.
Following the toasts and prayers, Padre Young—who
was the Bn.'s Padre on Malta—spoke. First he explained
his early preoccupation. He had, he said, been thoroughly
enjoying his meal when Bill Shears had asked him to
speak. Padre bemoaned the fact that thereafter his food
had tasted less delicious and his wine less sweet—neither
of which deterrent had diminished his appetite, however!
With well feigned bitterness he mentioned his attempts to
persuade Jimmy James to give a talk in his place, but
unfortunately without success.
His talk was mainly a reminiscence of his time with
the Bn. His first unfortunate and discouraging impression,
particularly when he saw so many R.W.K.s in the glass
house. Later how much at home he had been made to
feci, and how rapidly he had settled down. He spoke too,
of his attempt, with the assistance of John Browne, to
introduce culture into the Bn., an attempt surely made with
tongue in cheek.
He mentioned Leros, and the subsequent trip via
Greece to the German Prison Camp, his pride in the bear
ing of the Regt. during that ghastly period.
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What he did not mention was his own work on Leros,
particularly after the fighting had finished.
His efforts
to identify the dead and to secure a proper burial for them.
Jimmy James, in a vote of thanks, told the story of
a certain Major who went the rounds with him one Xmas
Day. At each Sgts.' Mess he and the anonymous Major
were handed tumblers of whisky until eventually it had
an effect.
Seeing a stretcher our Jimmy dived on to it,
and his last conscious memory is of the Major ringing
sigs for an ambulance for Jimmy and a staff car for him
self.
Although old Vera made her usual appearance at
Marlbordugh Police Court the following Monday, there
seems to be no record of any member of the gathering
appearing on the same bill.
Christopher Hodges.

EX " B" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION

F

ROM all sides, on November the 24th, at our Sixth
Reunion Dinner and Dance, we heard the remark—
"The very best yet!"—and, in very truth, it was.
From beginning to end, it was an enormous success, and
not a hitch all through the evening.
There were 138 sitting down to dinner, and the
majority stayed until the last minute, savouring to the
full the thorough enjoyment of the evening.
As a change from the usual practice, dinner was
announced by the sounding of the Regimental and " B "
Coy. calls, and " Cookhouse" on the bugle. Pat said
it was the first time for 15 years he had blown a bugle.
We were greeted on arrival by Friend Johnnie, who
took our tickets in his usual indefatigable way—had a
wet—looked up our seats on the Plan and we were off to
a grand dinner, despite the Menus, which were phrased in
Army language, " shredded gascape," etc.
Maj. J. D. Stocker (our President), was the first to
speak, after the Loyal Toast, and welcomed our guests,
notably Brig. H. S. Brown, M.C., Lt.Col. G. Defrates,
D.S.O., M.C., and Mrs. Young. He also welcomed other
people present by name, and with his usual pithy remarks,
and after about 4 minutes, gave way to Maj. J. H. E.
Winston, another former Coy. Commander, who presented
his Challenge Cup for Darts, together with plaques, to
Albert Manvell; and a surprise envelope and 50 fags to
J. Pattenden, for runnerup and highest score.
Followed the presentation to Harry Lake of the
" Snows Tankard," which is awarded by a complicated
system of points to our " most consistent supporter."
Then came an item strictly off the programme. Maj.
Stocker rose again, and after complimenting exColour
bloke F. C. Johnson on his management of the financial
side of the Organisation, and Tom Saver for his manage
ment of the Raffles, made some very complimentary
remarks about our Hon. Secretary (Len Clarke), which the
writer (out of sheer modesty!) will refrain from repeat
ing, and called him forth to receive a silverplated pewter
pot of his own—much to the recipient's surprise (and
embarrassment). Enough here, to say that the inscription
was " Presented to The Busiest Bee, Len Clarke, Editor
and Hon. Sec., Bangers' Gazette."
Another surprise item followed in the presentation to
Mrs. Young, widow of our Skipper, Maj. Young, with a
bouquet.
<p

Finally, the first part of the proceedings concluded
appropriately enough with " Jankers," after Harry Lake,
our M.C. had made his little contribution to the oratory,
by announcing one or two items.
The remainder of the evening turned out even better
than it had been anticipated. An excellent band, excellent
company, an excellent M.C. and what more could you
wish for?
Our raffles this year exceeded last year's in magni
ficence of the prizes.
There was even a large box of
chocolates from Capt. Hackforth in South Africa which
was won, incidentally, by the same chap who won the
chocolates last year, W. G. Dennis.
A Christmas cake
baked and presented by Mrs. Bert Leworthy was collected
by Len Remfry—but there were too many prizes to
enumerate here.
A bottle of whisky—a further box of
chocolates—a cigarette lighter—a tablecloth—a basket of
fruit—even a pound or two of something we may not
mention, here, at least.
A really remarkable evening this—to repeat—"The
best yet."
It is absolutely impossible to describe in adequate
words how remarkable, and how enjoyable it really was,
so the writer is not going to try. For those who wish to
capture some of the spirit that was abroad, we must refer
them to the next issue of the Bangers' Gazette—due,
incidentally, in January (D.V.).
We have had one meeting, and a very enjoyable darts
match with the " Buck's Head " since our dinner, but it
doesn't seem right to mention them haphazardly with this
report, so till next time—Bangers everybody, and here's
wishing you all the very best of New Years.
" Nightingale."

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

T

HE Monthly Meeting, held at the " Prince of Wales,"
Perry Rise, Forest Hill, S.E. 23, on the 14th Decem
ber, 1951, was a very successful and happy one, even
though the attendance was not so large as usual.
But a very important and pleasing event took place,
when Maj A. H. Coombes (VicePresident) arrived. His
first appearance at such a meeting, and he received a very
warm welcome.
He informed the Chairman, Sid Terry, that Brig. H. S.
Brown, M.C. had accepted the Branch's invitation to be
come its first President. This welcome news was received
with loud applause, and the Branch feels highly honoured,
now that Brig. Brown will take his place as the Head
of the Branch.
We all feel very grateful to Maj. Coombes and Sid
Terry for their part in making this notable event possible.
Other business included the question of the Q.O. Gazette,
and it was decided to increase the monthly order to 12
copies instead of 6.
Another Coach Outing to Godden Green was agreed
on, and will be discussed at the next meeting.
A letter was read from Mr. Geo. Carter, who has
a proposal re the Standard Fund, to make, and we await
his generous thoughts with much interest.
Darts Matches with the Catford Wanderers Sports
Club, and the return with the London Branch, were dis
cussed, and efforts made to arrange them early in the New
Year.
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Harry Lake agreed to contact the London Branch
regarding the Coach Trip to Strood early next month,
when we hope to join London on the trip.
The Secretary reported action done on the Past and
Present Association Circular, re exMembers in Hospitals
and Institutions.
He stated that he had forwarded an appeal for assist
ance from an exMember of the 2nd Bn., and that the
Association replied two days later to the effect that a sum of
£5 had been forwarded to Mr. R. T. G. Rickets, the man
in question. Members were warmly appreciative of that
speedy work by the Association. Another exMember of
the Regt., Mr. A. Franks, the meeting was informed to be
in the Seamen's Hospital, Greenwich, and his name was
forwarded to the Association, with another exMember of
the Branch who was in very bad health and circumstances.
The meeting agreed that two Members of the Branch
should be granted a small grant from the Branch Benevo
lent Fund.
The meeting learned with much regret that our

Treasurer, Gen. Joe Saunders, was on the sick list, and
we all hope that he will soon be with us again. We all
sincerely hope that Mrs. Dawson, wife of Mr. L. W.
Dawson, Secretary to the Lewisham Association, will soon
recover from the operation she underwent a short while
ago, and that she will soon be quite fit and well again.
The Branch wishes all Members and Branches all the
best of good luck in the New Year, and that the efforts
being made for a Lasting Peace throughout all the world
will be successfully achieved in that period.
" Ravensbourne."

GUERNSEY BRANCH

O

NCE again a little of activities are being rendered
to let our comrades know how we are faring, as
reported last month.
We welcome a new member from England to our
fold last month, having come over here to reside, namely
Mr. H. Jenncr. We would like to offer our best wishes

5th Battalion 19141918 War Memorial
Coats of Arms, Bromley, Beckenham, Chatham and Dart ford, in colour, background in Regimental Blue, hand
carved in Lime.
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for a Happy and Prosperous New Year to all Branches,
and especially to our lads in Malaya, and sincerely hope
the trouble there will soon cease and they can come home.
We would like to congratulate Drummy Watts on his
prowess in the sports field, and although so far away,
we all remember him, and hope he will continue to keep
the Bn. in the limelight.
OLD FAITHFUL.

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

O

WING to the proximity of Christmas our usual
monthly meeting was held on the second instead
of the third Friday of December. The meeting,
in spite of the very unpleasant weather, was very well
attended. We were very pleased to have with us at the
meeting Mr. George Carter, who is a member of the
Catford and District Branch and was staying in Maidstone
for the following week.
On the 12th December, several of the Branch mem
bers helped to form a combined team from The Maid
stone Joint Council of exService Associations in an
Indoor Games evening versus the local exServices Club.
Our members acquitted themselves very well in a series
of games, which the Joint Council lost by 6 to 4.
At our meeting it was agreed that a party will be
proceeding to "The Walnut Tree," East Peckham, on
Friday, 29th February, 1952, for a Social and Games
evening.
Our Hon. Secretary (a non darts player) re
minded members that he had very great pleasure in beat
ing their champion darts player in an individual match
on the occasion of our last visit.
Can he repeat the
performance???
Details of our proposed visit to
Boughton Monchelsea Village Club have not yet been
settled.
On the 21st December, 1952, many members attended
at the New Gymnasium, The Barracks, to witness The
Regimental Depot Annual Christmas Draw. Our mem
bers apparently did very well according to prizes received.
We were pleased to hear the name of "Paddy Mullen"
called so often, and wonder how he managed to get home
with all his prizes. The draw was followed by the usual
Grand Christmas Dance—everybody seemed to be enjoy
ing themselves with the Christmas spirit.
A very important event took place the next evening
at the local exServices Club on the occasion of the pre
sentation of a shield from the Branch to the Club. All
affiliated exService Associations of the Maidstone Joint
Council of exService Associations had arranged to present
shields of their particular arm of the Service or Corps,
the object being that they be used for decorative purposes
in the Club. Our thanks are due to Mr. Wainscott, who
had very painstakingly carved the Regimental Crest on
our shield and produced an excellent shield which was very
highly commented upon. It had already been agreed at
our Branch meeting in November that Mr. Wainscott be
appointed an Honorary Life Member of the Branch for
his good work, and our Treasurer had the pleasure of
handing over a letter of appreciation and Honorary Life
Membership card to Mr. Wainscott in person.
Mr. A. C. Bossom, M.P. for Maidstone, was present
at the exService Club, and all shields were presented to
him by respective cxService Associations. Mr. Farring
ton carried out this duty with some very well spoken

words on behalf of the Branch. Once again may I extend
our heartfelt thanks to Mr. Wainscott for all he has done
for us and we sincerely hope his Honorary Membership
will last a long time.
Those oi the Branch who patronise " The Kent
Messenger" will no doubt remember reading an appeal
published in that paper for books for the lads serving
with the 1st Bn. in Malaya. Any books you may have
to spare will be welcomed.
You may send them direct
to the R.A.E.C. Instructor Att. 1 / R.W.K., Kuala Kubu
Bharu, Selangor, Malaya, or leave them at the guard room
at The Barracks. Any light reading, or adventure story
books will do.
In closing, I am sure all will extend their congratula
tions to Mr. (Hooky) Walker, awarded the Meritorious
Service Medal. This came in the form of a Xmas box,
as he received it on Christmas Eve. No doubt arrange
ments will be made in due course for the coveted award
to be presented " officially."
Somehow I seem to have overlooked among our
Xmas functions, a very pleasant Social Evening spent with
the Maidstone Branch of The Royal Naval Association,
at Yeomanry House, Boxley Road, on 15th December,
1951. This was in the form of a grand gettogether and
was a prelude to our Christmas festivities. Several mem
bers of the Branch attended—not forgetting the painful
effort of the Hon. Sec. in the " Spud and Plate " race—in
which he managed to smash the plate and failed to finish
the race after having been provided with a substitute in
the form of a biscuit tin lid. Never mind, it was good
fun, and our thanks are extended to our comrades of the
Royal Naval Association who are very popular with us,
and when we get together we really have a good time.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS.

18th January, 1952—Monthly Meeting, Sgts.' Mess,
The Barracks, 7.45 p.m.
22nd January, 1952—Indoor Games v. R.A.S.C. O.C.
Association exService Club, 7.30 p.m.
28th January, 1952—Small Bore v. R.A.S.C. and
R.A.F. Associations. Miniature Range, The Barracks, at
7.30 p.m. sharp.
25th February, 1952—Monthly meeting, Sgts.' Mess,
The Barracks, 7.45 p.m.
29th February, 1952—Social Evening at "The Walnut
Tree," East Peckham. Leave the Barracks at 7.30 p.m.

LONDON BRANCH

O

UR Branch wishes to tender a belated greeting to
all Past and Present members of The Queen's Own
wherever they may be. We trust all managed to
celebrate wisely, but not too well, on both Xmas and New
Year Days.
Many seem to have forgotten our old association with
The Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders, so may I wish
them too, a greeting for the New Year and much success
for 1952.
I was grateful for the inclusion of The Sixty Two
Club photo in the November issue, and it made a brave
show. It is hoped that we can help the " Buster " along by
recruiting subscribers, and I must thank those of our own
Branch who have recently become regular readers.
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I spotted many of the old familiar names in the 1st
Bn. cricket notes, and I was pleased to see that Maj. Paul
Crook can still keep his end up with bat and ball, even
if giving of his best against the Sgts.' Mess, for whom he
always seems to reserve his best form; or is it that the
Sgts. haven't the same form as was in the days when he
was a subaltern! ! Things do seem to have changed, as
1 note, too, that Maj. Peter Buckle seems to wield a
cricket bat!!
I cannot remember his efforts for Shiny
"C" in the way back days!
Now for our meeting, held this time on the 30th
November, and as expected, with a bumper attendance.
There were 54 present, not counting the ladies.
A very
large contingent came over from Catford, led by their
Chairman, Sid Terry, ostensibly to play us darts, but more
of that anon. It was grand to see such large numbers, and
I am pleased to say Col. B. L. Clay, Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell
were again among us, also Maj. A. S. Bredon, looking
very fit.
Maj. Chandler had rung earlier apologising for
absence, hoping to be with us on the 21st December Mr.
Edwards and Jerry Sweetman were both looking particu
larly pleased with themselves, and I must accord them
a vote of thanks for their helping the management during
and after a rather lengthy stay in the meeting room, when
our bar seemed to be working overtime all the time.
Five new members joined this month, Messrs. Burke,
McMurchie, Braddock, Fouldes and my old team mate
Dick Blackham.
At present there are four players who
regularly represented the 1st Bn. for a long period between
the wars, and three of us who helped win the Rovers Cup,
the highest award the Bn. held at soccer from time im
memorial. I refer to Charles Dumbrell, Dick Blackham
and yours truly. We hope that we shall eventually make
it one or two more of that eleven. So if this perchance,
should catch the eyes of Tom Seeley, Sticky Glue, Wally
Deacon, Jim Rossiter, Champ Colley, Ernie Blizzard, you'll
know where to come—" The Cranbourne," Leicester
Square.
To the above named new members, make your stay
a long one and don't neglect the one Friday in the month
to which we all look forward.
Amongst others, I was
pleased to see Sid Humphries again, Mr. Ford (how's your
poor old knee!) an exGunner of the 1st Bn., Messrs.
Smith and Ellis, our last month's enrolments, and as usual,
the old stalwarts who get mentioned monthly. Among the
visitors, but from Maidstone this time, was Jimmy Ham
mond, looking extremely well, and we had high hopes
of seeing Lt.Col. H. J. S. Brooke, but 'twas not to be.
Our meeting did not last very long, Chairman Harry
Elson waded through it as quickly as he was able, but
chatter from the bar caused unnecessary holdups. This
was a bit ironic, as the lads causing the din were most
hopeful of an early closure of the meeting.
We discussed the Xmas Cards and to whom we should
send them. Len Remfrey and Bill Cole were voted in
to send cards to nominated persons and, in addition, to
others whom they agreed should receive cards. A good
idea this, as both these lads know most of the personnel
.connected with the Regiment and Branch, and the selec
tion is in capable hands.
The visit to Mr. Keeler's club near Strood, suggested
in October, was again put forward and Harry Lake's
suggestion has resulted in a certain visit, date to be
nominated in January, when we hope to have a pleasant

evening with Mr. and Mrs. and Miss Keeler. We don't
doubt that we shall be welcomed and the Branch thus
shows its appreciation of this family who seldom miss
a meeting, coming all the way from close to Strood, a
tiresome journey in the winter months.
We await the
day with great interest.
Before closing the meeting, our Chairman thanked Sid
Terry and his merry men for their attendance, touched
briefly on our next meeting which is on December 21st,
when we hold only a short business session and a long
evening, with a small band in attendance, and our Xmas
Draw.
Tickets seem to have sold well, so, with the
donation of prizes, our various funds should receive a bit
more credit.
We seem to have lost Scotty for a couple of months.
We do hope he will soon put in a reappearance among us.
We all miss his merry chatter, as whatever his suggestions,
he has had the interest of the Branch at heart, and I would
be very sorry indeed if it is his intention to remain away.
So come along, Scotty, lets hear your voice raised again
at our meetings, whether for or against the motion.
My old Coy. clerk, now C/Sgt. George Smith, man
aged to spot my nondeplume and forwarded a letter
via the Branch. Received O.K. George, will be writing.
How about joining one of the Branches?
Ours for
preference, but you will get one nearer home.
At the close of the meeting, there was a rush to fix
up the dart board, in order to play the Catford Branch.
With the aid of a couple of chairs and a table, one of
the members was soon hanging the board from rather
a lofty position on the wall. Having achieved the object,
he unfortunately took a pace to rear to admire his handi
work, forgetting his precarious position. His downward
flight was saved, in a measure, by the grasping of the
dart board in a firm and vicelike grip.
This removed
both nails from their seating, and down came the baby
and cradle and all! !
Not to be denied, the teams retired to the hotel darts
room and there carried on the contest, much to the dismay
of Harry Lake, who had hoped to keep them all in the
bar room. However, after the match, they all returned,
and with the piano going there was plenty of lusty singing.
I am informed on good authority that we won the darts,
our Mr. Ellis finishing both games, one on a double nine
teen, the other on double three.
Obviously a bottom
of the board player.
Well done Mr. Ellis.
I was kept
well informed about hockey and football most of the
evening by Messrs. Alf Beauchamp and Dick Blackham.
Bill Worsley turned up a bit late and I was happy to
see Messrs. Maddows and Palmer yarning away very
merrily. There were seven ladies present again and we
hope that on the 21st December, we shall see twentyseven.
We hope for a bumper evening.
We should soon be hearing of the return to England
of Lt.Col. O. M. Fry, M.C., who joined the Branch a
few months ago, and we hope to have the pleasure of
meeting Lt.Col. H. J. S. Brooke early in the new year.
In last month's correspondence I forwarded some news
in respect of Col. Durtnell's son, which was incorrect. I
trust my letter taking immediate action was able to set
the matter right. I shall not be sure of course, until I
receive my Buster.
I am afraid I misinterpreted our
Secretary's remarks, and I do hope my letter was in time.
More next month.
" The Spider."
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SINGAPORE: A CITY
By
LIEUT.COL. H. D. CHAPLIN

O

N 22nd September, with the approval of the King,
Singapore became a City. Thus in a hundred and
thirty years it has grown from a trading post to
one of the greatest cities in the world.
It was in 1819, through the foresight of Sir Stamford
Raffles, that Singapore became British.
Realising that
it was the focal point for trading in the East, he leased
the harbour from the Sultan of Johore for the East India
Company.
Six years later the whole island was taken
over, and from 1826 till 1924 it was one of the three
Straits Settlements, the others being Penang and Malacca.
Then came the Japanese occupation.
After the war a
Union of the Malay States was planned, and in 1946
Singapore became a Colony.
But when the Federation
of Malaya was formed in 1948 Singapore did not join
it, though provision was made for her to do so when
she desires.
Situated at the Southern tip of Malaya the City of
Singapore is splendidly placed for trading with Austra
lasia, Indonesia and China as well as with India and the
West.
Her wealth comes mainly from her import and
reexport trade, but she also exports direct, large quanti
ties of the rubber, tin and pineapples which are produced
in Malaya. Her only industries are the manufacture of
tyres and a few other rubber goods, the canning of pine
apples and the smelting of a small quantity of tin.
The
raw materials for these industries come from the island
of .Singapore as well as from the Malayan mainland, and
they reach the City either down the Singapore river or
by way of the Malay railway.
Singapore river runs through the City itself and flows
under Anderson bridge into the sea. Produce is brought
down the river in Chinese sampans and Malay prahus and
is then stored on the banks of the river in " godowns "
until it can be taken to the factory or loaded on to ships.
The Malay railway brings raw materials from the
mainland across the Johore Causeway and then the further
fifteen miles to the City of Singapore. The Southern
terminus is close to the gates of the Docks, and trucks
containing freight are taken on to the wharves and un
loaded direct into the ships.
The port is now one of the largest in the world and
the harbour is one of the safest, because, fringed by scores
of small islands, it is practically landlocked. Ships from
nearly every country can be seen anchored in the exten
sive roads or tied up at the quays.
The City of Singapore has a population of nearly
700,000, predominantly Chinese.
The business and
administrative portion of the City and the residential
districts are clean and picturesque, but the remainder of
it is squalid, with rows of shabby houses, the ground floors
of which arc shops and Chinese restaurants. To add to
the squalor, garments hang out to dry from the upper
windows of the houses.
The streets of the City are crowded with trolleybuses,
cars, cyclists and pedestrians.
There are no rickshaws
now. These have been banned since the war because it

was thought that the strain on the " boys" who pulled
them was too great in a tropical climate.
There are
" Trishaws" instead. These are ordinary bicycles with a
sidecar attached on the left. They are pedalled by bare
legged Malays, Tamils and Indians, and sometimes by
Chinese.
Hills are a difficulty for these boys, and tri
shaws are rarely seen outside the town, which is flat, or
more than half way up the famous Orchard Road.
The European shops and business houses are in or
near Raffles Place. This is a fine square surrounded by
Banks and large stores. The wellknown " John Little's "
and " Robinson's " are there, and so is " Kelly and Walsh "
the bookshop.
The centre of the square is the parking
place for scores of taxis and private cars, nearly all of
them small British models. Their low costs make them
more popular than large American cars, and they are
handier in the congested City traffic.
There are many fine buildings in Singapore, the most
impressive being the Supreme Court, the Municipal Build
ing, the Turf Club, and the series of buildings named after
the founder of the City—Raffles Museum, Raffles Institute,
Raffles College and Raffles Hotel. St. Andrew's Anglican
Cathedral stands dignified and alone on the smooth grass
of the padang.
The most prominent landmark in Singapore is the
Cathay Building, which can be seen from out to sea. In
1945 it was the headquarters of Earl Mountbattan of
Burma, but it now contains a cinema, a restaurant, a dance
hall, a club and some flats, each occupying one floor. The
whole building is airconditioned, and the change of tem
perature from 90 to 65 degrees makes one shiver as one
goes in.
Raffles Hotel is one of the famous hotels of the world,
and its public rooms are cool and spacious. The Sunday
evening concerts, given in the ballroom by the orchestras
of Cruisers on the East Indies Station or by the bands
of British Regiments serving in Malaya, are extremely
popular with the European communities.
Although the British community is small there are
several restaurants and places of entertainment which
cater for them. There are the " Pavilion " and " Prince's "
restaurants, both in Orchard Road, where the food is
cooked and served in British style.
There are also the
Singapore Swimming Club and the Tanglin Club, whose
members are mostly British.
Probably the best place at which to " fill the hour "
is the Singapore Swimming Club.
It stands on the sea
shore near the harbour, but well away from the shipping.
Water is pumped from the sea, disinfected and run into
the pool. The diving boards are excellent, and there are
smooth lawns and long chairs to lie on in the sun while
Chinese waiters bring refreshments and drinks of all kinds.
The changing rooms are fitted with everything required,
including fans.
Above them are a restaurant, a dance
floor, reading and writing rooms and a lounge.
Alto
gether it is a delightful place.
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The films being shown at the four big cinemas have
just been released from the West End of London, and the
newsreels are also uptodate.
The films have Chinese
(not Malayan) subtitles, and at some of the smaller
cinemas the films are actually in the Mandarin language.

The 50th Regiment in New Zealand

The Chinese find most of their entertainment, however,
at the three Chinese Amusement Parks, called "The Hapnv
World," " The Great World" and "The New World."
These resemble the Kursaals at seaside resorts in Britain,
but there are no noisy monsters like roundabouts or giant
racers.
Tnside the turnstiles can be found theatres,
cinemas, restaurants where elaborate Chinese meals can
be bad, icecream kiosks and, for the youthful, basket ball
and badminton courts.

"FROM RAGLAN TO RANGIAOHIA"

On the sea shore near the harbour is the civil aero
drome. the new Kallang Airport. Not only is it on the
recognised route to Australasia, but it is also the centre
of the network of air routes which radiate throughout
South East Asia.
Singapore is now in fact as much a
focal point for air traffic as for seaborne trade.
Against the background of guerilla warfare on the
Malayan mainland, Singapore has so far had less than its
share of terrorism. At the same time it is probable that
there are many Communists among, the Chinese in the
City, and the authorities are doing their utmost to trace
them. So long as the terrorists can be kept under control
there is no reason why Singapore should not continue to
flourish as one of the richest centres of trade in the world.
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T will be recalled from the fourth article of this series
("Second Arrival, 1863 "), that immediately after their
arrival in New Zealand, the 50th was employed in
guarding General Cameron's L. of C. south from Auckland
as the Imperial Forces advanced down the Waikato River.
This advance continued to the confluence of the Waikato
and Waipa Rivers and then followed the course of the
latter.
As the L. of C. was becoming somewhat stretched it
became necessary to establish a subsidiary base closer than
Auckland. Raglan was selected for this. Raglan was, at
that time, a small European settlement on the West Coast
with a good harbour. It was only about twenty miles
distant from the Waipa River to which, however, there was
only a rough bush track, unsuitable for supplies, across a
range of hills.
ROADMAKING

Towards the end of December, 1863, the 50th was
ordered to Raglan to open up the new supply route. In
those days the soldiery do not seem to have been kept as
much in the picture as they are today. C/Sgt. McKiernan
describes the move as follows in his book: —
" The order caused us to return to within eight miles
of Auckland to a small seaport town, called Onehunga, in
order to embark on board of a steamship which awaited us
in the harbour. As soon as all were on board ship, the
anchor was weighed, and we steamed out to sea, wondering
where our next destination would be, and what we were
destined to do besides galloping from one place to another.
We wondered whether we should meet the foe or whether
we should still be expected to continue our imagined
search." (The 50th had not been in action to that date.)
The official orders were, however, explicit enough as
can be seen from the following instructions issued to
Colonel Waddy, who had been appointed to command the
expedition. These instructions are taken from the "Journals
of the Deputy Quartermaster General in New Zealand
(24th December, 18617th September, 1864)," which were,
in fact, a sort of war diary: —
Auckland, December 25th, 1863.
The object of the expedition to Raglan of which
Colonel Waddy has command, is to establish a line of
communication from that harbour to the Waipa River,
and thereby with the Field Force, under the Lieutenant
General Commanding.
It will therefore be Colonel Waddy's first duty after
landing to select the most suitable site for a post as far
up the harbour as will conveniently admit of receiving
stores from ship board. Here a strong redoubt should
be constructed and a garrison left in it of 150 or 200, to
consist of troops of the regular and Militia forces.
When the whole force has been assembled, Colonel
Waddy will, on reconnoitring the country towards the
Waitetuna, establish a post in that vicinity, taking care
that the position is well clear of bush.
In continuing the line towards WhataWhata on
the Waipa he must be guided in the selection of
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additional posts by the circumstances of the time and
locality. He will receive every information and assist
ance from the resident magistrate, Major McGregor,
and from the friendly chief, William Naylor.
Should he ascertain that the enemy are occupy
ing the bush in such force as to render his advance
hazardous with the numbers at his disposal, he will
report to the LieutenantGeneral, via Auckland, and
wait for instructions.
He will avail himself of every opportunity of keep
ing the LieutenantGeneral fully informed on every
thing connected with the circumstances and progress
of the force under his command.
Fifty packhorses, and our drays, will be sent for
the supply of the line posts, the latter being available
for work on the formed road from Raglan towards
the bush.
Lieut.Colonel Sir H. Havelock, Deputy Assistant
QuartermasterGeneral, will be attached to the Raglan
expeditionary force, for the duties of the Quarter
masterGeneral's department, and will accompany that
portion of the force which may first have an oppor
tunity of moving to complete the communication with
WhataWhata.
Sir Henry Havelock will report on the nature of
the bush track, the probable amount of labour neces
sary for making it thoroughly easy for pack animals,
and on any special sites favourable for the establish
ment of posts that may be considered necessary for
securing the permanent safety of the line.
By command,
D. J. GAMBLE, Lt.Col.,
Deputy QuartermasterGeneral.
The Regiment spent most of January, 1864, in making
the road from Raglan, since developed into the main motor
road to Hamilton. It is not known how the troops reacted
to this roadmaking but it must have been hard work
hacking their way across the high wooded dividing range
of hills to the Waipa. The official view on soldiers
employed in roadmaking at that time, as expressed by
MajorGeneral Sir James Alexander in his book "Bush
Fighting—The Maori War," however, makes amusing
reading:—
" Soldiers should be ready at all times to assist with
pick and shovel in roadmaking, under the attentive super
intcndance of their officers. The warlike Romans did as
much roadmaking as fighting.
It is a pleasure to see trees
fall and the bush cleared for good line of communication;
it is a necessary duty, and if there is a good supply of
clothes and leather, to meet the unavoidable tear and wear
of the service, the duty should be gone about cheerfully,
especially as there is working pay usually allowed."

number of the enemy, who lay concealed in the fern on
the opposite side of the river. The covering party returned
the fire, upon hearing which, Colonel Waddy immediately
sent off fifty men to reinforce the party; a very sharp fire
was kept up for some time, the enemy falling back. Seeing
that a considerable number of the enemy, from their Pa at
Paterangi were scattered about flat near the river, further
reinforcements of soldiers were sent out, till 200 men
were engaged.
" LieutenantColonel Sir Henry Havelock (who came
on the ground, and, as senior officer, took the command)
was engaged till halfpast seven o'clock skirmishing with
the enemy in a running fight, and also when they took post
in an old Pa called Waiari, overgrown with brushwood.
The leading men of the 40th (now the South Lancashire
Regiment (Prince of Wales' Volunteers)), under Captain
Fisher, were supported on the left and rear by Captain
the Hon. F. Le Poer Trench, of the same Regiment. A
party under Major Bowdler, of the 40th, assisted to hem
in the Maoris.
After much hot firing, the troops were
able to dash across the Mangipiko into the old entrench
ment, over a bridge formed by a single plank. The banks
of the river were here forty or fifty feet high and densely
wooded. There were also engaged with Captain Fisher,
40th, Lieutenant Simeon and Ensign King, and of the 50th,
Captain Doran, Lieutenant Leach and Ensign Campbell.
" A series of handtohand encounters now took place
between the soldiers and the Maoris crouching in the
thick bush. The soldiers displayed, if anything, too
fierce an eagerness to dash at and deal with the lurking
enemy wherever visible. This forwardness cost some
valuable lives."
Major C. L. Lovegrove gives perhaps a clearer picture
of the 50th's part in this affair in his sketch on the Regi
ment's activities in New Zealand referred to in the third
article of this series ("The Kapuni River Episode—1834 ").
He says: —
" There was an exciting skirmish near the Mangipiko
River when 100 Maoris from Paterangi Pa fired on a bath
ing party. Inlying picquets of the 40th and 50th Regi
ments, the latter commanded by Ensign Campbell, turned
out promptly. The Maoris were driven off, but made a
stand against a company of Auckland Volunteers and the
N.Z. Forest Rangers.
Captain Doran and Ensign

THE MANGIPIKO BATHING EPISODE

Colonel Waddy, the late Commanding Officer of the
50th, was in command of the whole Raglan Force which,
once the road was opened, joined General Cameron's main
body for operations towards the end of January, 1864.
On the 11th of the following month some of the 50th were
involved in their first encounter of any note with the
Maoris. To quote General Sir James Alexander: —
"On the 11th of February, about 3 p.m., a party of
about fifty men of Colonel Waddy's force, it being hot
weather, were proceeding to bathe in the Mangipiko River
(a branch of the Waipa), covered by a party of twenty men
of the 40th Regiment, when they were fired upon by a

Haeirini. At the date of the action here (22nd
February, 1864) .these fields were a swamp across
which the defenders of Haerini Pa fled after being
attacked by the 50th.
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Campbell with thirty rank, and file and the picquet from
the 40th added their power to the colonial force and the
Maoris were dispersed, 28 being killed and two of the
wounded being captured.
The British casualties were 5
killed, 5 wounded and one died of wounds—none of these
apparently from the 50th. Captain Doran and Lieutenant
Leach, both of the 50th were " mentioned " in the Field
Report. The latter was acting as Stall' Officer to Colonel
Waddy who was in command of the Paterangi operations."
THE ACTION AT HAEIRINI

Some ten days after the Mangipiko River bathing
party, the Regiment was involved in the first of its two
heaviest actions of the Maori Wars. This was on 22nd
February, 1864, at Haeirini, which is close to the now
prosperous little township of Te Awamutu. This action is
also sometimes, not quite accurately, described as that of
Ranginaohia (pronounced Rangiawahia), a neighbouring
Pa which was assaulted and captured a day or so previously
by a force which did not include the 50th.
To quote Major Lovegrove yet again: —
" February 22nd, 1864, General Cameron advanced
to Haeirini Pa, a strong position blocking the road between
Rangiaohia and Te Awamutu, with 1,075 all ranks:
" 50th Regiment—Colonel H. E. Weare.
"2 Field Officers, 8 Captains, 14 Subs. 2 Staff,
15 Drummers, 442 R. and F. = 496.
" Intertribal wars caused Maoris to build their Pas on
high hills or almost inaccesable places and the approach to
Haeirini Pa was difficult. Colonel Weare was ordered to
carry the position at the point of the bayonet. He employed
the whole Regiment. The troops were exposed to a very
heavy fire in advancing and carried the position with great
gallantry. The Maoris fell back before the leading files
could reach them and retired through a swamp: the Colonial
Cavalry charged them as they came out on to a road. They
fled, leaving all but their arms behind. Captains Johnston,
Thompson and Lieutenant White were mentioned in
dispatches.
Losses were particularly light—1 Officer,
Ensign Doveton and S other ranks being wounded. Sgt. W.
Hawkins was killed in action."
General Sir James Alexander, however, gives a much
more graphic account of the action, although he is one of
those who describe it as having taken place at Rangiaohia.
This is what he has to say on the subject: —
" The main body of the force then moved along the
Rangiaohia road, while the two 6pounder Armstrong guns,
under the command of Brevet LieutenantColonel Barstow,
came into action on a ridge parallel to and at 500 yards
from the position of the enemy, who now opened a rapid
and heavy fire along his line,
"The native position extended for about 400 yds. along
the crest of a ridge commanding the road; it was apparently
the site of an old pa, the parapet of which afforded him
advantageous cover, which he had commenced to improve.
" While the two guns and skirmishers were engaged
with the enemy, the 50th Regiment, under Colonel Weare,
forming the head of the column, were lying down in the
road waiting for the order to be supported by the 65th
(now the York and Lancaster) and 70th (later amalgamated
with the 31st to form the East Surrey Regiment). The
word being given, the 50th, ably led by Colonel Weare,
dashed under a heavy fire at the enemy's position, in a
manner worthy of the reputation of that distinguished
corps.
" The enemy's works could only be approached by a

Another view of Haeirini with the Rangiaohia Hill
in the background.
narrow road hemmed in on cither side by high fern,
through which it was impossible for .the men to advance
in line or in skirmishing order, and necessitated the position
being stormed with only a front of four deep, until within
a few yards of the trench and riflepits. This compelled
Colonel Weare to advance the whole regiment in a column
of fours at the double, over some 350 or 400 yards under
a very severe and concentrated fire from the enemy, most
trying to troops in that formation.
" Colonel Weare ordered a small storming party of
twenty men, under Lieutenant White, 50th Regiment, to
break cover in the first instance, to endeavour to draw out
the first fire
of the enemy. This party was almost
simultaneously followed by the stormers, consisting of
Nos. 1 and 10 companies 50th Regiment under the com
mand of Captain Johnston and Captain Thompson
respectively, and these officers entered the enemy's work
at the head of their men at the same time closely followed
by the remainder of the Regiment.
" Colonel Weare stated that the nature of the ground
and formation left little for the commanding officer to do
but to place the men in the first instance, and leave the
officers commanding companies to fight their men; and
he was proud to say that officers and men nobly did their
duty under very trying circumstances, and while exposed
to a fire that must have caused a very large increase to the
list of casualities, had it not been for the dense dust raised
by the men doubling, which partly concealed them.
" Drs. Davis and Dempster accompanied the Regi
ment into action, and attended to the wounded as they
fell. Ensign Doveton, 50th Regiment, fell dangerously
wounded with a shot through his chest by the side of
Captain Thompson, whilst gallantly doing his duty.
Lieutenant Pagan, 65th, was severely wounded through
the right leg.
" The enemy, seeing the irresistible nature, of the
assault, broke and fled before the 50th as they entered the
position. After reforming the 50th Regiment, Sir Duncan
Cameron advanced, expecting that the Maoris would make
another stand on the church hill of Rangiaohia, which
they might have defended with considerable advantage;
but they made no attempt to do so, and continued to
retreat precipitately towards Mangatautari mountain,
leaving their wounded and dead on the field.
The Royal
Artillery Mounted Corps and the Colonial Defence Force
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bury Regiment chose their motto of " Ake ake kia kaha
(" We shall fight
on for ever and ever"). This was
referred to in the first article on the Canterbury Regiment
published in "The Q.O.G." in 1949.
Later, I thought that I would try to find where
Ensign Doveton and Sgt. Hawkins had been buried.
Taking my wife with me and with my two elder boys
trailing behind we searched a couple of old and derelict
looking graveyards which were close to Haeirini. Pushing
our way through a tangle of blackberry scrub we
scrutinized innumerable grave stones. The operation was
not a success, however, resulting as it did in but a ruined
pair of nylons and our late arrival at Hamilton, where
we were spending the night ! Next day we had a look in
the churchyard of St. John's Church at Te Awamutu,
which village had been General Cameron's Headquarters.
Here we found a monument which had been erected by
the Colonial Government in 1882. The monument, which
took the form of a stone pillar, was inscribed: —
" As a memorial to the Officers and Men of the
Imperial and Colonial Forces and Friendly Natives
who died during the Waikato Wars, 186365 and are
buried in this churchyard beneath or near this
monument.
RANGIAOHIA—HIARINI
TE AWAMUTU—ORANAU "

Memorial to those killed during the assault on
Orakau Pa (March, 1864). The 50th did not take part
in this action, but it was as a result of an episode
during it that the Canterbury Regiment chose their
motto of " Ake ake kia kaha " (" We shall fight on
for ever and ever.").
pursued as far as the ground permitted and sabred some
of the enemy.
" The loss of the enemy was forty killed and four of
their wounded taken prisoners. The British casualties
were two officers severely wounded, and two men killed
and eighteen wounded, in this action at Rangiaiohia.
" The General especially thanked Colonel Weare and
the 50th for' the brilliant manner in which they had
assaulted the enemy's positions; Colonel Waddy in his
command (he had been in command of another column
operating near Paterangi in the immediate vicinity) had
shown, as he always did, great intelligence and zeal."
I went one day last year to have a look at the scene
of this action. The high ground on which the Pa must
have stood is now prosperous farming land and heavily
enclosed into a number of smallish fields surrounded by
high hedges. It was difficult, therefore, to pinpoint the
exact position of the Pa. The local farmer was not
particularly helpful either. When I approached him, he
admitted that the farm was called " Haeirini " but he had
absolutely no knowledge that a battle of any sort had ever
been fought there !
1 was, however, able to get some
photos of the low ground just beyond Haeirini, across
which the Maoris must have fled, with the Rangiaohia
hill in the background. Nearby, too, 1 came across a stone
monument erected to those killed during the assault on
Orakau Pa the following month. Although the 50th did
not take part in this action, it is of Regimental interest,
for it was from an episode during it that our allied Canter

It seems probable that it was here that Ensign Doveton
and Sgt. Hawkins were buried. Incidentally, the different
spelling of Haeirini ("Hiarini") is noticeable. In all the
old records and histories the Maoria place names are
usually spelt in a variety of different ways. It is also of
some interest that there is a 65th Regimental Memorial
Cross plaque on the wall of the church just inside the
main entrance.
D.E.B.T.
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The Queen's
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It is with profound regret we announce the death of His Majesty King George VI,
which occurred at Sandringham on February 6th, 1952.
The following are copies of a letter and a telegram sent by MajorGeneral W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., Colonel of the Regiment, to the Private Secretary to Her Majesty
The Queen, and to the Private Secretary to Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent,
C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E., our ColonelinChief.
Telegram to Private Secretary, Her Majesty The Queen:
"All ranks, Past and Present Association, The Queens Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, humbly request you to covey to Her Majesty their deepest sympathy in
her great bereavement."
COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT.

The following reply was received:
"Would you please convey to all ranks, Past and Present of the Regimental
Association Her Majesty's deep appreciation of their message of sympathy.
PRIVATE SECRETARY.

Letter to Private Secretary to Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent:
" Dear Hay,
"On behalf of all ranks, past and present, of The Queens Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, will you please convey to Her Royal Highness The Duchess of
Kent a loyal and humble expression of their heartfelt sympathy and their intense
grief at the irreparable loss they, with the whole nation, have sustained at the
passing of our beloved King.
.
.
"Their thoughts are with Her Majesty and the Royal Family in their great
bereavement."
Yours sincerely,
{Signed) W. P. OLIVER,
Colonel of the Regiment.
The following reply was received:

MARLBOROUGH HOUSE, B.W.

7th February, 1952.
"My Dear General,
" 1 have shown your letter of the 6th February to the Duchess of Kent who
returned to this country last night.
"Her Royal Highness would be grateful if you would express her sincere thanks
to all ranks of the Regiment for their kind message which you conveyed, and which
has deeply toucher her."
Yours sincerely,
(,Signed) PHILIP HAY.
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ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANT-COLONELS
Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B.. M.C.
Talbot. D. E. B„ D.S.O.. M.C.

Appointments
R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
A.A.G., War Office.
MAJORS

BoothTucker, J. M. D.
Heygate, E. S., M.C.
Martyn, A., O.B.E.
Andrews, D. H.. M.C.
Jackson, L. F. W.
Elliott, G. G.. D.S.O.
Brooke, H. J. S., O.B.E. .
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O., M.C.
Fawcett, G. P.
Spurr, E. C
Stoneham, B. J. R.
Keenlyside, C. H.
Moss, R. E.
Fyler, A. R.
Buckle, P. C. M
Flint, A. J. M.. M.B  E.
Crook, P. E., O.B.E
Read, M. R., M.C.
Butler, R.. M.B.E., M.C
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L„ M.C.
Jackson, D. W.
Thomas R. C. W„ O.B.E.
Bailey, J. D. B.
Archer, M. G. M.. M.C.
Rickcord, M. B.
Turner, P. R. H.
.
Dowse, R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H.
Faulkner, D. O.
Brock, J. H., T.D.
Manners, D. C. J.

(T/Lt.Col.) Comd. E.A. Labour
Group, Nairobi.
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G., G.H.Q.,
F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G. (Maint.)
H.Q., Malaya.
(T/Lt.Col.) O.C. 4/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) Comd. 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.A.G., War Office.
O.C. West African Trg. Ctre., Accra.
2 i/c 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Standing President C.M., H.Q.,
H.C.D.
O.C. Depot, R.W.K.
2 i/c 2 K.A.R.. E. Africa.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G., H.Q.,
Land Forces, Hong Kong.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Group Adj., H.C. Bde., Depot.
G.S. (W.) 1, War Office.
M.A., Paris.
(T/Lt.Col.) 1 / Para. Regt.
G.S.O. II (Ops.), Commonwealth Div.
Melbourne, Australia.
G.S.O. 2, M.E.L.F., 17.
M.E. Centre, for Arab Studies.
Det. C.i.C's. Secretariat, B.A.O.R.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
G.S.O. 2 (Air) H.Q., Malaya.
Mons Offr. Cadet School.
Mons Offr. Cadet School.
Adjt., S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
CAPTAINS

Waring H. B. H.
Eason, J. A.. T.D.
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth, G. U., M.B
Dover, V.. M.C. . .
Clarke, H. W.
White, R. K.,
Willis, C. F., T.D.
Roper, I. H., M.C.
Monckton, D., M.C., T.D.
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A. . .
Woodman, E. G., M.C.,
Hunting, K. M.
Burke, R. A.. M.C.
Henning, P.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmiilan, H. A.
Blum, D. E.
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.
Abplanaip, V. C.

Holdee Depot.
(T/Maj.) Depot Holdee.
H.Q., 27 Inf. Bde.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
Adit., 1/R.W.K.
2/3(K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
1/Sierra Leone Regt., W.A.
Staff College, Camberley.
1/R.W.K.
Adjt. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt.,
T.A.
Min. of Supply.
Depot, R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
G.S.O. 111 Soumald;st.
O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
Att. C.O.D., Ashford.
1/R.W.K.
Grn. Adjt. Nairobi SubArea.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
Eaton Hall, O.C. Sch.
Adjt. 4/R.W.K.
1/Para. Regt.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
Depot Holdee.
LIEUTENANTS

Osborne. E. C. S.
Shearburn. S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.
Clarke, C. S.
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K. . .
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R.
Scouller, J. A.
Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P. .
Stock, P. R.

H.Q. Inf. Bde., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
Office of Chief of Staff G.H.Q.,
F.A.R.E.L.F.
Airborne Forces Depot.
1/R.W.K.
S.C., Soumaldist.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.
Adjt. Depot.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.
1/R.W.K.
2nd LIEUTENANTS

Leigh, P. S.
Howlett, G. H.
Craven, C. E.

W.

1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTERS

Pond, B. A.. M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E.. M.M.
Bloke, A. G.. M.B.E.

(Maj.) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
(Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS

Names
Thrift. K. G., O.B.E.
Allen, R. H. D„

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M. (S.I.B.) G.H.Q.,
M.E.L.F.
P.R.S., H.Q., M.E.L.F.

M.C.. T.D.
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CAPTAINS
Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S.
Russell, H. C.. M.C.. D.C M.
Marsh, H. W.
De Havilland, V. . .
Miller, D. S.
Douris, I. A.
Bell, T. D
Desmond, M. F.
Mugford, N. D.
Huckle, G. S.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
BrooksHarrington, E.
Mannering, L. A.
Carr, A. S. A.
Gibbons, A.
Mott, D. H., M.M.
Jones, F. J.
Duffield, G.
Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, A. P.
McDowell, P. B.
El I wood, K. S.
Allberry, R. F.
Beaumont, S. H.

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Regt.
P. & E.E. Pendine.
2/3 (K.), K.A.R., East Africa.
Adjt. Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin.
H.Q., S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
H.Q., B.E.T.F.O.R.
S/Capt. A.G.3 (a) War Office.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
2 Trg. Bn. (Sup.) R.A.S.C.
Ass. Camp Comdt., B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
S/Capt. E.A. District.
B.A.O.R., 4.
H.Q. Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
14 Bn. R.A.O.C.
(T./Maj.) A.S.P.T.

W

LIEUTENANTS
Davis, B. A.
Dinsdale, J. W.
Allen, W. D.
Marshall, E. J.
Trevett, A. F.
Whitewood, V. F.
Crump, E. D.
Desmond, M. F.
Gray, M. H.
Woolstencroft, D. H.
Wood, W. R.
Elwell, H. C.

4/Malay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) A.P.I.U. (U.K.).
Wessex G.T.C.
101 Pro. Coy. R.M.P., B.A.O.R.
(2/Lt.) 1/R.W.K.
Nigeria Regt., W.A.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(T/Capt.) P.S.S., H.Q., London Dist.
(2/Lt.) att. East Surrey Regt.
1/R.W.K.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1 R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTERS

Watts,_A. E., M.B.E., T.D.
Cook, E. S.
Hunt, W. G.

..

Camp Commdt., H.C.D.
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
4th Bn. Malay Regt.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash, W., M.B.E., T.D.
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Jackson, L.

F. W.

C.O.

MAJORS
Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Bird, C. W. L., T.D.
Coombes, A. H., T.D.

Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Stocker, J. D„ M.C., T.D.
Coath, T. C.
CAPTAINS

Blum, D. E., Adjt.
Ford, A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.
Bobby, J.
LIEUTENANTS

CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.
Newman, B. J.

Pennells, H. D. A.
Lovell, F. W.
2nd LIEUTENANTS
Duggan, H. R.
Nash, W. M. K.

Baker, L. B. C.
Clemence, M. J.

QUARTERMASTER
Blake, A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.

National Service Officers
Maclay, J. N. (Lt.).
Hatwell, A. B. (2/Lt.).
Taggart, M. (2/Lt.).
Robson, T. R. J. (2/Lt.).
BracewellMilnes, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Ferguson, H. A. L. (2/Lt.).

Snell, H. B. (2/Lt.).
Hawkins, H. C. A. (2/Lt.).
Evans, C. M. (2/Lt.).
White, D. R. (2/Lt.).
Thwaites, N. C. (2/Lt.).
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~~E6itorial

O

N the 20th January, 1952, on completion of his
tour of duty, Lt.Col. A. Martyn, O.B.E., handed
over command of the 1st Bn. to Lt.Col. G. G.
Elliott, D.S.O.
A change of Commanding Officers is always an event
in the life of a Regiment, and we wish Col. Elliott all
success in the months to come.
But we cannot let this occasion pass without further
comment. Lt.Col. Martyn took over command of the
1st Bn. when it was a training unit.
He organised the
reforming of the Bn. when it became a fighting unit again.
He took it to the Far East, where for the last twelve
months it has been lighting with success in Malaya.
The Regiment owes him a debt of gratitude for what
he has done for it, and we are sure that the best wishes
of all ranks go with him to his new appointment as
A.Q.M.G., on the Staff of G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
*

*

*

ORDER.

1.—Command.
2.—With reference to the appeal to all branches of
the Past and Present Association from the Education
Sergeant of the 1st Bn. for literature.
If Branches have any books which they would like
to send out to the 1st Bn., they are advised to send them
to O.C. Depot, R.W.K., The Barracks, Maidstone, who
will arrange for them to be sent to Malaya with drafts
from the Depot.
3.—Forthcoming Events: —
We apologise for the publication of the wrong dates for
the Cricket Week and Annual Reunion in our last issue;
the dates should be: Cricket Week, July 19th; Reunion,
July 20th (subject to confirmation).
4.—We are frequently asked for back copies of The
Gazette for last year. We have no copies of the issues
January to October. Subscribers are invited to forward
any copies for 1951 for which they have no further use.
to the Editor.
*

*

*

The Editor acknowledges with thanks, receipt of the
following Regimental Journals: —
The Dragon, The Tank, The Sapper, The Snapper,
St. George's Gazette, The R.A.O.C. Journal, The
R.A.S.C. Journal, The A.C.C. Journal.

the Q.O.G.
We congratulate him on passing Intermediate
B.A. (London External) in Classical Chinese and Japanese.
*

*

*

We are fortunate in having as a temporary measure
the services of Pte. Gormley of the 1st Bn. as our Orderly.
It may be recalled that he was instrumental in exterminat
ing one bandit and wounding another in an ambush in
Malaya.
He is convalescent after an operation in
Millbank Hospital, and his aim now is to get back to
Malaya as soon as he can.

Social and Personal

O

UR visitors during the past month included: —
Lieuts. Halsall, Nixon and Stock; Capts. H. G.
Rogers, C. Carey and J. N. Fitzpatrick. Air Vice
Marshal W. F. MacNeeceFoster., Mr. C. T. Pratt, and
Capt. A. G. Blake.
*

*

*

We have had a most interesting letter from Maj.
R. J. C. Kenny. The following are extracts: —
" May I wish you and all members of The Queen's
Own a happy and bright New Year and no end of luck
during 1952.
1 hope to get a job in Malaya very shortly, and if
T do, my first thought will be to contact Tony Martyn
and the 1st Bn., The Queen's Own.
I was very lucky last year in my shooting and
managed to bag the following, apart from a lot of small
game:
1 Tigress, 8 ft. 74 ins.
1 Male Panther, 7 ft. 9| ins.
2 Sambhur.
1 Cheetal or Spotted Deer.
4 Barking Deer or Muntjack.
When my copy of the Q.O.G. arrives, no matter
where I am, all else ceases to be of interest, until 1 have
read it from cover to cover.
If there is anything I can do for you or the Regt.,
or any member of The Queen's Own in India, please do
not hesitate to let me know."
The above letter was addressed from " Underfell,"
Ootacamund, Nilgiris, S. India and dated 15th January,
1952.
*

*

*

Captain Fitzpatrick informs us that he has recently
received a letter from Capt. W. G. R. Ambrose, who
says he hopes to get home sometime this Spring.
*

*

*

Lt.Col. E. S. Kerr and Lt.Col. G. E. L. Parding
ton have been appointed commanders of Home Guard
Battalions. The former at Maidstone and the latter at
East Grinstead.
*

*

*

We wish Cpl. Collins (our handymanaboutbarracks)
every success in his new Corps (R.E.M.E.).
No doubt
we will see him again at our Annual Reunion.
*

*

*

Lt.Col. Eason informs us that he spent a pleasant
evening with Lt.Col. Durtnell recently when he had the
pleasure of meeting Col. Pulverman who was home on a
week's leave from Germany; he informs us that Lt.Col.
Mothersole is still in Germany.
*

*

*

We arc delighted to hear from Brig. Whitty and Col.
Wilkin. They are coming home to the U.K. this Spring
and have expressed their intention of being present with
their wives at the various Regimental social functions.
*

*

*

We have heard from Maj. J. B. Bailey in Australia,
and he has sent us an interesting account of life down
under, which we hope to publish in our March issue of
—(continued at foot of previous column)
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Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY

The undermentioned to be Colonel: —
Lt.Col. (temp. Col.) S. F. Saville (12819), from Empl.
List (late R.W.K.).
The undermentioned are retained on the Active List,
Supernumerary to the Establishment: —
Brig. R. A. Riddell, C.B.E., A.D.C. (14835), late Inf., 4th
November, 1951.
Col. B. Clay (20181), late Inf.
Capt. D. C. J. Manners (69809), to be Maj., 27th January,
1952.
Lt. John Alan Scouller (406123), from S.S.R.C., to be Lt.,
12th January, 1952, with seniority, 1st April, 1951.
2nd Lt. Wilfred Raymond Wood (413400), from Nat.
Serv. List to be 2nd Lt., 20th January, 1952, retaining
present seniority.
22205538 Cadet Hugh Corfield Elwell (420017), to be
2nd Lt., 24th November, 1951.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

22483158 Cadet John Terrence Evans (420039), to be 2nd
Lt., 24th November, 1951.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

2nd Lt. B. J. Newman (418468), to be Lt., 17th June,
1951.
2nd Lt. H. C. G. Hawkins (408458), is granted the acting
rank of Lt., 21st January, 1952.
2nd Lt. (acting) Lt. W. M. K. Nash (390236), to be Lt.
22nd November, 1951, with seniority, 20th July, 1951.
2nd Lt. W. M. K. Nash (390236) is granted the acting rank
of Lt., 20th July, 1951.
TERRITORIAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS

Capt. (Hon. Maj.) W. F. J. Gartell, T.D. (63709), from
Para. T.A. Res. of Offrs., to be Capt. (Hon. Maj.),
12th January, 1952, retaining his present seniority.
4.

OBITUARY
CAPTAIN ROBERT THORNE

" I remember him first vividly in South Africa, though
of course knew him before when as a very young Sergeant
he became Transport Sergeant, Isacke being Transport
Officer, and they looked after ox wagons and mule wagons.
I don't remember at all how many animals but it must
have been over 50. He did his job magnificently. He
had a sense of responsibility, and judgment developed
young as he was always fit to be trusted with difficult and
important work.
He set himself a high standard and
always maintained it. I left the Regiment for six years
from November, 1901, so did not see him again until
he earned his Commission, and never served with him after
the South African War."

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTH
RIETCHEL—On January 26th, 1952, at Old Tiles, Mark
Cross, to Maureen (nee Denning), wife of Jerome C.
Rietchel—a sister (Brigid Mary) for Ann, Jane, Eliza
beth, Paul and Felicity.
FORTHCOMING MARRIAGE
ELGOOD—WALKER.—The engagement is announced
between Capt. Patrick Nelson Eigood, The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, son of Lt.Col.
W. N. Eigood, M.C., and of Mrs. Eigood of Kondo
nin, Gloucester Road, Bath, and Barbara Elizabeth,
elder daughter of Col. H. Walker, O.B.E., M.C., and
Mrs. Walker, of Kenmore, Church Crookham,
Hants.
MARRIAGE
FLINT—MILES.—On January 12th, 1952, at St. Martin's
Church, Kuala Lumpur, Maj. A. J. M. Flint, M.B.E.,
Royal West Kent Regiment, son of Mrs. Flint, Brook
Glen., Maidenhead, to Barbara Joan, elder daughter
of Major and Mrs. L. G. Miles, Kingston Deverill,
Wilts.
DEATHS
THORNE.—At his home at 6, Overbrae, Beckenham, in
January, 1952. Capt. Robert Thorne, late Royal West
Kent Regiment. (Obituary notice in this issue).
LAMPIER.—At Dover on 12th January, 1952, Mr. John
James Lampier, late Royal West Kent Regiment.
SMITH.—At Maidstone on 28th January, 1952, Mr. R. R.
Smith, late Royal West Kent Regiment.
4

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
1st Mar.—Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells Branch of the
Queen's Own Past and Present Association Band
Concert, T.A. Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge,
2.30 p.m.
Regimental Dinner—Junior United Services Club, 25th
June, 1952.
" A t H o m e " —Savoy Hotel, 25th June, 1952.
Tent—Week commencing 19th July, 1952.
Annual Reunion—20th July, 1952, subject to confirmation.
REGIMENTAL CRICKET
The following matches have been arranged for this
season: —
1 May 17—versus MOTE C.C.
Away, Maidstone
2 Jun. 27—versus BUFFS
Away, Canterbury
3 Jul. 4 versus BUFFS
Home, Maidstone
4 Jul. 5—versus BAND OF BROTHERS Home, Maidstone
5 Jul. 6—versus MOTE C.C.
Home, Maidstone
6 Jul. 26 and 27—versus QUEEN'S
Away, Guildford
1 Aug. 14—versus OLD SUTTONIANS Away, Sutton Valence
8 Aug. 23—versus BABES
Home, Maidstone
All cricketers are asked to play in as many matches
as possible.
The Regimental Depot wicket will be quite safe this
year!
REGIMENTAL GOLF
The next Regimental Golf Meeting will be held at
LITTLESTONE on July 17th and 18th.
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Honours and Awards
The KING has been graciously pleased to approve
the following awards in recognition of gallant and dis
tinguished services in Malaya: —
THE DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL

No. 6769459, Private John Leonard Panned, The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
THE MILITARY MEDAL

No.

It was
after about
six of their
object of
frustrated.

largely due to his courage and leadership that,
an hour's fighting, the enemy withdrew leaving
dead and three of their weapons, and with their
capturing the platoon's arms completely

By the end, Private Pannell had been hit four times
but, after giving what aid he could to the other wounded,
he set olf with one other man to walk two miles through
dangerous country to obtain help.

22309544, LanceCorporal (acting) John Clarence
Martin, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
CITATIONS :

PRIVATE JOHN LEONARD PANNELL.
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picking up the platoon,
Private
Pannell
was
, travelling in the leading
fJ unarmoured
three  ton
lorry
throuSh
the Ulu
|| Caledonia Estate, North
''
Selangor.
The convoy were
ambushed in a defile by
lllllllliF
a highly organised and
PRIVATE PANNELL
well led gang of at least
thirty
bandits
armed
with automatic weapons, rifles and grenades. His vehicle
bore the brunt of the first intense fire that was opened
on the convoy. The senior officer and platoon sergeant
were killed instantly, and the other officer was severely
wounded.
Before firing had gone on for long, only
sixteen men of the whole convoy remained alive and of
—these all but three were wounded, some more than once
and others very badly.
At first,
Private Pannell gave wholehearted and
courageous support to the young lancecorporal who alone
remained effective from the officers in his vehicle, and,
when this N.C.O. was hard hit, took command of the
situation himself.
By the personal example of moving about without
regard to danger, by the shouting of encouragement and
sharp orders, and by the effective use of grenades and his
personal weapon, Private Pannell inspired his comrades to
fight back with everything they had. Further, by astute
battle appreciation of the enemy's intentions he so applied
his own and his comrades' fire as to halt at least two
hostile rushes and, generally, to break the enemy's will
to continue the fight.
§

P if
M fW%

This senior Regular
private soldier was a
member of the escort
which took out three
vehicles to collect a
platoon of his company
which had completed an
operational patrol. On
1,10
return ^ journey on

LANCECORPORAL (ACTING) JOHN CLARENCE MARTIN.

This young LanceCorporal was the
senior rank left alive or not seriously
wounded in the leading unarmoured
lorry of a convoy of three vehicles which
was ambushed on the Ulu Caledonia
Estate,
North
Selangor, on
22nd
October, 1951, while conveying his
platoon back to base on completion of
a patrol.
The senior officer and his
platoon sergeant had been killed out
right, his platoon commander had been
severely wounded and, after a short
time, only four other ranks, of whom
one was already hit, remained alive or
not badly wounded in the immediate L/CPL. MARTIN
area of his vehicle.
The enemy were a well organised and led gang of
bandits, at least thirty strong and armed with automatics,
rifles and grenades.
It was not long before the total
strength of his platoon had been reduced by their fire
to sixteen, mostly wounded, men.
In this desperate situation. LanceCorporal Martin
acted as a noncommissioned officer should. He did his
best to take the responsibility of command over the four
men remaining effective in his immediate area by word,
action and example. He expended all his own ammuni
tion and received some more from one of the wounded.
He helped to drag wounded men to the safety of such
cover as existed. When the enemy charged, Lance
Corporal Martin led the small arms fire which halted them.
Although he was himself badly hit and put out of
action before the fight
had gone on for long, Lance
Corporal Martin had helped to start a brave resistance
which eventually forced the enemy to withdraw leaving
six dead and three of their weapons, and with the object
of seizing the arms of his platoon completely frustrated.

Subscription rates: —
Officers 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 51 per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

I

N last month's issue of the Q.O.G. we gave a brief
description of ,the " Uniform" Bay. In this issue
we show a photograph of part of the Regimental
silver.
Occupying a portion of " Uniform " Bay and displayed
in a large corner cabinet with internal lighting, we have
a good collection of the 2nd and 3rd Bns.' silver: in
all, 36 pieces are exhibited.
Referring to the photograph, on the top of the
cabinet can be seen the Royal Army Temperance Associa
tion Challenge Shield.
This trophy will be well remem
bered by many members of the Regt. whose names are
recorded on the miniature shields recording the winners
surrounding the centre design.
Inside the cabinet on the top shelf can be seen,
among other items, a silver mounted drum—West Kent
Light Infantry, 1876; Queen Victoria Silver Bugle, 3rd Bn.
Kent Vol. Regt., I860; Silver Snuff Box (pattern, Officers'
Helmet), 1878; the Maunsell Cup. 1870; silver pint
tankard, 1874.
Second shelf—Grenade Cigar Lighter; another Cigar
Lighter on wheels, and various cups, etc.
Bottom shelf—silver mounted Claret Jug; more
trophies, and most interesting of all, the Muster Roll of

the 50th Regiment, 1771, giving a complete roll of all
ranks on strength.
Our grateful thanks are due to the following for their
very welcome exhibits: —
Maj. A. M. Cohen—Photographs.
Regimental Headquarters—4 Bound Vols. Q.O.G., 193850.
Pte. Fair—7 snapshots of 1st Bn. in Malaya.
Col. H. A. Waring—Frock Coat as worn by him.
Mrs. Robinson (widow of Gen. Robinson)—Swords, Badges
and Belt Buckle. Shako Badge and Buttons.
Capt. G. H. Hammond—Album of Photos, 1st Bn., 1926.
Mr. Maxlow—Gurkha Kukhri knife, 2 daggers and Arab
Bourbon cord.
Maj. Hart—Dagger and photographs.
Lt.Col. Craven—Map of India and Map showing area of
Kent " Buzzbombed."
Gen. Sir Charles BonhamCarter—Air photographs 191418
War.
Birmingham Museum—Red Coatee. 2 Shakos, Sabretaches.
Mrs. Ensor—Sword and Indian Rifles.
Col. Hitchins—Quantity of Maps and Books.
Maj. Bredon—Programme of Presentation of Colours to
2nd Bn.
Mrs. Guy Keenlyside—Case of Medals.
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REGIMENTAL WEDDINGS

T

MAJOR A. J. M. FLINT, M.B.E.

HE marriage between Major " Bobby" Flint and
Miss Barbara Miles took place in the Garrison
Church, Kuala Lumpur, on the 12th January.
The above simple statement gives no idea of the
pleasant upheaval that the event caused, the planning, the
orders, the counterorders and marital advice and warnings
given by the experienced sages in the Officers' Mess, who
found the Flint wedding an attractive change to discussions
on bandit movements and the location of Leong Pin.
The bride and bridegroom were well supported by
those of the Officers' and Sgts'. Messes who could escape
from bandit operations. The bridegroom was produced
into church by the best man, Maj. Buckle, on time and in
a highly commendable and confident state. The radiant
bride was escorted down the aisle and given away by a
benign and dignified " father" in the form of Lt.Col.
Martyn.
The Officers of " The Queen's Own" managed to
collect enough Sam Browne and swords to provide an
archway; as far as is known the bride negotiated Maj.
Spur's sword without any serious injury.
The reception was held in a bungalow behind H.Q.,
Malaya, and was the scene of one of the happiest Regi
mental occasions that has taken place in the country, and
will not be quickly forgotten by those who attended. The
music by the Regimental Band and the services of the
Officers' Mess Staff and Officers' servants all contributed
to the success of the occasion.
Lt.Col. Martyn proposed the health of Maj. and Mrs.
Flint in a few well chosen words and Maj. Flint, in reply,
created a record for brevity, his eye being distracted by a
passing tray of champagne.
After this, your correspondent finds
events became
slightly blurred, but he distinctly remembers the bride and
bridegroom, after some persuasion, departing in their car

as darkness was descending, to the accompaniment of the
usual car attachments and wedding noises.
It was an excellent wedding from every angle and
friends of " Bobby" can be assured that he was well
launched. They are spending their honeymoon on the
coast at Port Dickson.
We all wish them the best of luck.

M

MAJOR H. H. WARING

AJOR H. B. H. WARING, The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, son of Lt.Col. H. A. and
Mrs. Waring, of Meadowside, Warwick Park, Tun
bridge Wells, and Miss Myra Jean Hoare, youngest
daughter of Lt.Col. G. L. Hoare and Lady Alma Hoare,
of Summerhill, Benenden, were married at St. George's
Church, Benenden, on Saturday, 19th January, 1952.
The bride's cousin, the Rev. David Hoare, officiated,
and the Vicar of Benenden, the Rev. V. B. Yearsley, was
at the organ.
The bride, given away by her father, wore a gold
brocade dress and a Brussels lace veil, the latter lent by
the bride's aunt, Lady Eileen Duberly. The veil was held
in place with two bar diamond and pearl brooches. She
carried a bouquet of Christmas roses and shadow leaves
edged with gold.
The bridesmaids, Miss Eleanor McCreadie, Miss Susan
Walker, Miss Patricia Wingfield and Miss Jill Waring,
were attired in red velvet dresses and shadow leaf head
dresses.
The small maid, Rosgin Brook, wore cream net with
red velvet muff, and the page, John Waring, was attired
in a cream shirt and red velvet trousers.
Major H. A. Collins was best man.
About 250 guests attended the reception at Summer
hill, and later the couple left for their honeymoon in
Switzerland. The bride travelled in a brown check frock,
brown corduroy coat and hat to match.

Mr. and Mrs. Waring leaving the Church.

[Kent Messenger Photo
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i st BATTALION

A

S you will read in the
Coy. notes, Christmas
was spread over three
days in the Bn.; B and D Coys,
on the 24th, A, Sp. and H:Q.
on the 25th, and C Coy. on
the 26th. Despite this and the
fact that Christmas with the
thermometer at 90 is very
unlike Christmas at home, I
think it is safe to say that
everyone enjoyed themselves.
H.Q. Coy. in particular were
very vociferous. One visitor
was L. E. M. Eagle from
H.M.S. Terror. Being a Kentish
man he thought it would be
a good idea to spend Christ
mas with the Bn. When asked
by Maj. Buckle on Christmas
Day if he had spliced the main
brace, he replied " Certainly."
Lt Beale celebrated Christmas by killing a bandit on
Christmas Eve. Since then, however, he has succumbed to
dysentery and now shares a ward in Kinrara with Lt.
Norton, who, although his condition has improved, has been
downgraded and is to return to England.
The Bn. score of bandits stands at 37; 34 killed and 3
captured. Coy. scores are; —
A—12
B—6 C—8 D—10 Sp.—1
Maj. Flint has now been married in the presence of
most of the Officers and a large number of Warrant Officers
and Sgts. An account of the wedding appears elsewhere.
We welcome Lt.Col. G. G. Elliott, D.S.O., to the Bn.
By the time you read these notes he will have assumed
command of the Bn. and Col. Martyn will have departed
to G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F. We wish them both the best of
luck in their new appointments.
We also include this moath excerpts from a broadcast
talk given by Maj. Crook on Radio Malaya.
WHY DON'T WE KILL MORE BANDITS ?
(Readers may be interested in the following extracts
from a broadcast given by Maj. P. E. Crook one Saturday
night in the "Spotlight on the Emergency " series of Radio
Malaya. The object of the talk was to try and explain to
the civilian population a few of the many problems
encounteded by troops operating against bandits in the
jungle. The broadcast was also transmitted in Malay,
Chinese and Tamil (but not by Paul Crook).)

Battalions :

. . . S o l e t m e a n s w e r t h i s q u e s t i o n : " Why don't we
kill more bandits than we do ? "
Firstly, go into the jungle and look round. Try and
find any spot where you can ambush ten bandits and be
sure of killing them. You won't find it. A bridge over a
stream is an ideal place. But even with a gang of twenty
bandits, there will never be more than three bandits on that
bridge at one time, The rest, at the first crack of a rifle,
will be into cover like lightning.
So that is my first point. Bandits are trained to scatter
and vanish. They have brought evasive action to a fine art.
If they carry out their military drill properly and skilfully,
they should be able to get away. So should any soldier in
the same circumstances. But, of course, our soldiers are
trained to stand and fight and not to disappear. The
bandits who do get killed are, more often than not, the
careless, the undernourished and the illtrained. Naturally,
there are exceptions, particularly in the case of individual
bandits, who, in ambush, make only a single target. But
even so, you sometimes hear of individual bandits making
their escape. He is there one moment. You open fire. The
next moment he is gone. And you can hardly believe your
eyes.
This happened only a few days ago near the perimeter
wire of Rawang Town. One of our patrols in ambush
fired at a bandit from close range. He was hit three times,
but nevertheless managed to force his way through thick
barbedwire, cross a fastflowing river and hide in a hut.
Fortunately, that same night his presence in the hut was
reported and that bandit was captured in a seriously
wounded condition.
Take Perasamy, No. 2 Indian bandit to Maniam, who
was killed by one of our patrols a fortnight ago. A Bren
gun opened up at him at 300 yards range and hit him but
he sprinted uphill for another 200 yards. A grenade blew
off the back of his head but he still ran on. It took yet
another three bullets to finish him off. Although mortally
wounded Perasamy might easily have dived into the under
growth and never been seen again. (And that would have
been another bandit unaccounted for.)
Now about camps. Sometimes on the news you hear
that a bandit camp was surrounded. Twelve bandits were
in the camp. Eleven got away. Why ? To answer that
we must take a closer look at the word " surrounded." In
the jungle it is a theoretical ideal, impossible to achieve
in practice. The nearest soldiers can get to a camp with
out being heard is about 200 yards. In the jungle this is
a considerable distance. I have been led to a camp in
jungle which was a meeting place for couriers and occupied
for some time by 20 bandits, yet it was quite impossible to
see this camp until I was within 20 yards of it. There
was only one approach route. A sentry posted on this
only about 100 yards out could give all the bandits ample
warning to get away in the jungle. The fact is that bandits
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have learned how to site their camps properly: some are
near the jungle edge with the best possible cover for retreat;
others are placed at the top of a steep slope. Under these
conditions surprise is extremely difficult, especially when
bandit sentries are fully alert, which they usually are. How
ever, in spite of these difficulties, bandit camps are attacked
and bandits are killed.
Other difficulties which are not generally understood
arise in the actual process of getting information from a
surrendered bandit or informer. The problem is how to
get an informer's ideas on to a map, and then transfer
them from the map on to a spot in the jungle—which spot
must be 100 per cent accurate. Incidentally, the maps
themselves are not always right.
Surrendered bandits often know the position of their
own camp well enough, but have difficulty in locating other
camps which they know to exist. A single wrong direction
can jeopardise a whole operation; and a single word mis
understood in translation can spoil a promising patrol.
Before closing, I must pay a tribute to the chaps who
are doing this particular job for you. In my own Company,
they are mostly young National Servicemen from the out
skirts of London. Jt is remarkable to me how quickly
they have adapted themselves efficiently to jungle life with
cheerful good humour. That they have the right spirit is
surely proved by the action of members of my Bn., who,
although wounded and having lost their Officers, fought
off the bandits at Ulu Caledonian Estate without losing a
single weapon.
So there it is. There are many difficulties which arise
the moment you step into the jungle; these we have to face.
This we can do. But given your help and cooperation we
can do an even better job.

" A " COMPANY
The main events this month has been the marriage of
Maj. A. J. M. Flint, M.B.E., to Miss B. J. Miles, on January
12th at Kuala Lumpur, and naturally this overshadowed
the operational activities of the Coy. The Coy. wishes
them both every happiness in the future. An account of
the wedding appears alsewhere.
On December 18th the long awaited changeover
between A and B Coys, took place. We moved back to
K.K.B., having been at Trolak just over six months.
Judging by remarks overheard, the Coy. as a whole have
mixed feelings about being back in the " bright lights " of
Kuala Kubu.
On the operational side we have had two successes.
On Christmas Eve 1 PI. went out on police info. During
heavy rain the leading scout saw a poncho slung between
trees in very " dirty rubber " (i.e., rubber trees with thick
undergrowth beneath). Lt. Beale was called to the front
and was very surprised to see a bandit sitting under it,
writing a letter. Fire was opened and Lt. Beale hit the
bandit with his first shot. Two more were in the area but
were not seen and unfortunately escaped.
On January 11th—" Wedding Eve" this time—Sgt.
Quinn took out a strong Section from 2 PI. on an early
morning ambush. For this ambush the informer took out
supplies to lure the bandits into the ambush. After about
five hours in position two bandits walked on to the position.
The first was hit by Sgt. Quinn, but not before the bandit
managed to get off one shot. The remainder of the Section
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then killed the bandit and fired at the second who managed
to escape. Sgt. Quinn was very lucky because he received
a graze on the temple, either from the shot or something
thrown up by the bullet.
The Company thoroughly enjoyed its Xmas, as did
everyone in the Bn. The Christmas dinner, if more digni
fied than that of other Coys., was a great success. The
Coy. has undergone a change recently, in that a system
of two Op. Pis. is now used owing to a shortage of N.C.O.s.
During the absence of Maj. Flint—on his honeymoon—
Capt. Leonard takes over command of the Coy. Sgt. Suff
and L/Cpl. Parkes are away from the Coy. training the
newly arrived draft. The first man to go home for his
Release from the Army is Pte. Chapman. We wish him
good luck and a change of weather before he reaches the
Bay of Biscay.
Finally, we would like to congratulate Sgt. King on
being the best allround soldier and L/Cpl. Ticehurst being
the best shot. Jolly good show !

" B " COMPANY
The most important event during the month has been
our move from Kuala Kubu Bharu to the outstation of
Trolak, and there are few, we believe, that regret it. The
caption that Trolak was "rugged" became almost a
byword with our predecessors, but we are determined to
live in as much comfort as the processing of rubber in
our very midst will permit. The camp, we are told, is now
scarcely recognisable with its new gloss of white paint.
Although considerable labour has been employed inside
that camp, the operational side has by no means been
neglected.
The local banditry welcomed us by derailing
a train about four miles from the camp on the very day
we moved in. This was a trifle discouraging, but during
the three weeks that ensued the area has been quiet, almost
uncannily so. During this space, we have not been sitting
back waiting for something to happen, but have covered
a large part of the area on our fiat feet alone, paying of
course particular attention to the railway.
Up to date,
two Pis. have been out on detachment in neighbouring
rubber estates, learning all the ins and outs, and making
themselves specialists of those particular areas.
6 PI.
visited Sungei Chinoh, 4 PI. Bedford and Cluny. So far
5 PI. have been unlucky.
Hardly had they tasted the
delights of a mosquitoproof bungalow when they were
recalled for other duties.
It was on January 10th that we had our first contact
in the new area.
As luck would have it, six bandits
bumped the rear of our stops, who were patiently watching
the jungle fringe. Vigorous fire v/as returned by a group
of three men, but instead of making a handsome addition
to our Coy. score we succeeded only in wounding one.
During the same day, two camps were found; in the first
were floors, tables and a small parade ground.
Christmas Eve was our Christmas Day, and it was
begun by the Sgt. Maj. performing his proverbial duty of
bringing the men their early morning cup of char! After
a boisterous carol service in the rubber shed with the band
leading us, the officers queued up behind the Sgts. to serve
the Christmas dinner comprising turkey, pork, and Christ
mas pudding washed down with a bottle of beer.
A
magician provided the afternoon's entertainment, and his
piece de resistance was a fire breathing act to the detriment
of a beautiful white, silky moustache. Towards nightfall
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the band serenaded us, and in fact they were magnificent
throughout the day and ended their admirable performance
by leading the men in carol singing. When the celebrations
were over and the last tippler had staggered to bed, the
general opinion was that though it had not been like Christ
mas the fun and enjoyment had been quite equal to the
occasion.
Thanks to the dynamic efforts of Cpl. Tutt, the concert
party on New Year's Eve achieved a far greater success
than we had dared to hope. Specially to be recommended
was the dancing of Madame " Lazonga," Pte. Pelsoi who
performed on the piano, and Pte. Singleton who demon
strated to us the steps of an Irish Jig. If we can deduce
from the enthusiasm of the performers, the singing from
the rubber shed and the quantity of cardboard and paint,
the next show should be an even more splendid affair.
Congratulations to Ptes. Carr, Curry and Ralph, who
were all successful in the Novices Boxing Competition.
At the moment of writing the Bn. Open Championships
are well under way and expert opinion agrees that the best
Coy. in the Bn. should take most of the laurels. Perhaps
the new Coy. shorts are having something to do with it.
Since our arrival the Coy. soccer team has turned out
twice.
Our first opponents were a team from Sungei
Chinoh, and despite the fact that the game was played in
a slough, we managed to win 1—0. We regret to report
that Lima Bias defeated us to two goals to one, but we
hope to turn the tables with interest at the next encounter.
Finally, we are all very proud of C.Q.M.S. Boorer,
who has been awarded the Grove Trust for. being the most
outstanding shot in the Bn.

" C " COMPANY
Tradition has it that Christmas Day comes but once
a year, but a casual visitor to Ravvang on the 23rd or 24th
December might have gone away with other ideas. Our
Christmas festivities started on the 23rd with a Coy.
concert in the Rawang Club, which was very kindly lent
to us by the members, who certainly gave us a wonderful
party, in exchange for which we entertained them and
indeed ourselves.
A tremendous amount of hard work
had gone into the show and it is now just waiting for
its London opening.
West End theatres please note.
Certainly the professional smoothness of L/Cpl. Hazell,
the compere (" Hey chaps, keep quiet"), the scrap heap
band provided by Cpl. Dawson, L/Cpl. Jones, L/Cpl.
Small, Pte. Holden and Pte. Owens, the song Maj. Crook
sang in his cradle, " Frankie and Johnnie," to say nothing
of Jim, the four legged canine beast who prowls the camp,
with the many other organised and unorganised turns made
Rawang history that night. The difficulty was not to get
people on to the stage, but off, and the authoritative
" voices" of the producer, director, stage manager and
prompter could be heard at intervals from the back,
" Come off, you've been on 20 minutes already." Incident
ally the " voices " and all the other hard work behind were
done by C.S.M. Hills, ably helped by Cpl. Dawson. We
were very pleased to have the C.O. with us for the evening,
and small parties from the Suffolks and Cameronians, our
next door neighbours.
The following day, Christmas Eve, on which we were
to celebrate Christmas Day, was equally successful, and
the traditional " gunfire" and Christmas dinner went off
in the usual Army style, with Maj. Fawcett coming down

to wish us a Happy Christmas on behalf of the Colonel
and the Bn. We certainly thank the colours and the cooks
for all their efforts.
Other Christmas highlights included a football match
between the Officers and N.C.O.s and the Ptes.
It is
difficult to say who won as all the goals were scored by
the referee, Maj. Crook.
Luckily the bandits seemed to appreciate Christmas and
gave us no trouble; it is rumoured that the colours, dressed
as a tapper, went out and made a truce with Long Ping
in exchange for corned beef.
Christmas was hardly over when we were all back again,
and after many more "jungle hours " we did have our share
of excitement towards the end of the month, when 7 PI.
contacted a bandit camp, and certainly unnerved them,
although no actual kill was made. The whole operation was
fairly hard work, it isn't often an Iban tracker collapses
from heat exhaustion.
We congratulate Maj. Crook on playing in the final
European Hockey Trial, and L/Cpls. Reece and Cammack
on their recent appointments.
We are also very pleased
to hear that C.S.M. Hills has managed to " escape
detection ' for 18 years to gain his long service and good
conduct medal, the hardest won medal in the Army.
L/Cpl. Lockwood, our Signal N.C.O., has left us for
K.K.B., and we welcome L/Cpl. Smith in his place, an
old friend of Trolak days. We also welcome Cpl. Evans
back from a " base job " in K.L.
In the very near future we lose two 9 PI. stalwarts,
2/Lt. Reoch, who has completed his National Service and
will soon be a civilian, poor chap, and Cpl. Miller, whose
python has caught up with him. We wish them both the
very best of luck, and thank them for all they've done
for us.
Finally, we say goodbye to Col. Martyn, O.B.E., who
is going to a staff appointment out here, and hope he'll
be able to drop in and see us occasionally. In his place
we welcome Col. Elliott, D.S.O., and hope his stay with
the Bn. will be a very happy one.

" D " COMPANY
We have evacuated our former camp at Kerling to
create a new one at Ulu Bcrnam, near Tamjong Malim.
The advance party completed the erection of tents with
usual " D " Coy. efficiency, and at lightening speed. The
Q.M. did wonders while he was with us, notably the con
struction of the cookhouse and latrines. (No, he didn't
build them by himself!) Sgt.Maj. Dallen was in the thick
of the hurlyburly, and his encouraging roar announced to
the startled villagers that the Military had arrived!
Two weeks later the remainder of the Coy., who had
been enjoying the delights of moongazing during con
tinuous guards, joined the Coy. H.Q. at our new camp.
Maj. Upton, our O.C., ordered work to commence
upon one or two special " projects." Project 79 was the
building of a flyproof food store; 80, and Officers' cook
house. But 81 was the most important—the best skilled
labour and finest materials were used. When it was com
pleted—working overtime, of course—the Maj. gratefully
backed his car into the new garage!
Then Christmas was upon us, our own being held on
the 24th. The " big day " began well with the old custom
of early morning " gunfire" and rum brought round by
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Officers and Sgts.
From every direction came cries of
" Cha—walla!" and "Move sharper, the Sergeants!"
After an excellent breakfast we set off in trucks for
the Sultan Idris College, to play InterPl. football matches
and swim. No. 12 PI. emerged the final victors, beating
Coy. H.Q. in the last match.
L/Cpl. Bill Sexton, our
exCoy. Clerk, having been daring enough to join No. 10
PI., scored five brilliant goals for his team.
But don't
dare to ask him about the ten he missed!
During the afternoon we enjoyed the delicacies of a
running buffet: mince pies, cold meats, sausage rolls,
biscuits, sweets, sandwiches of all descriptions, and huge
Christmas cakes—" made like mother makes 'em, with
frills an' all!" said someone.
The day reached its climax with the Xmas dinner. Big
congratulations are due to cooks Ptes O'Donovan, Young,
Denyer, and assistants. Members of No. 12 PI., including
Ptes. Morgan and Otto, did a wonderful job with the
decorations of the Dining Tent by a skilful use of ferns,
palms, ribbons, Chinese lanterns: and to complete everything
they built a fine imitation log fireplace.
After the roast turkey and pork, and Xmas pudding,
we were entertained by the "Ulu Bernam Male Voice
Choir " led by maestro " Spud " Taylor, formerly with Stan
Kenton.
He was followed by a solo performance from
Pte. " Bing " Mawford. The Officers did not escape with
out giving a chorus, but there's probably a narrowminded
censorship on the words, I cannot reveal what a certain
Capt. sang—but it was a good effort, sir!
The day, a huge and happy success, ended with a film
show at the Sultan Idris School.
Despite the overwhelming interest of Christmas, our
banditkilling efforts did not slacken.
We met with two
successes. The youngest PI. in the Coy., No. 11, captured
its first bandit—after wounding him in an unmentionable
place!
During a patrol Pte. Sheehan, of Cpl. Taylor's
section of No. 12 PI., observed a note being placed in a
rubber tree.
It conveyed information to local bandits
that Military were in the area.
Three "bandit helpers"
were caught, and we have heard that each has now received
the privacy of a cell for three years in which to consider
the " joys " of Communism.
All Pis. were successful in finding a number of bandit
camps containing large quantities of rice. This past period
has been full of activity, and produced good results. How
ever, the Coy. expects to return to K.K.B. shortly for a
well earned rest.

SUPPORT COMPANY
It is with regret that we have to record the death of
Pte. A. Whitmore of the Aslt. Pnr. PI. in an accident
involving the three ton vehicle in which he was acting as
escort. We offer our sympathy to his relatives and friends.
These notes are compiled on the eve of the Coy.'s
move to Ulu Bernam in relief of " D " Coy. I think all
ranks are looking forward to the move, with the usual
exception of the Colour Sgt., who of course sees more work
for himself on the horizon. He is in any case boathappy,
being due to leave us in a few months time.
It is
rumoured that he is hoping to become a beefeater, but
his application was rejected on the grounds that he was
too underdeveloped for his age. There is no doubt at all
that he would be a poor advertisement for such a renowned
corps of trenchermen.

Lt. Norton, who has been in the B.M.H. Kinrara since
receiving his wound early in December is shortly to be
sent back to Blighty, much to the relief of the hospital
staff who have been thrown into confusion by his some
what eccentric behaviour, not all of which can be attribu
ted to the bandits. We expect L/Cpl. Laming back from
compassionate leave in the U.K. within the next few days,
and trust that his mother is now in better health. This
month has also seen the departure of Pte. Fysh of the
M.M.G. PI. on compassionate leave. He was to have been
the Brigadier's batman, but it looks as if a further volunteer
will be required. The Coy. storeman, Pte. Hegarty, has
now returned to his native habitat, namely the M.M.G.
PI. basha and his place has been taken by Pte. Johnson
of the A.Tk. PI. Whether this change is due to the latter's
first class performance as the " Old Soldier " of the Coy.
over Christmas is not known, but the worldfamous
direction "See t'Cooler Bloke" echoes o'er the Coy. lines
once more. We also congratulate L/Cpls. Berry, Noakes
and Clark on their recent and welldeserved promotion.
Recent operations in which the Coy. took part were
a 34day affair in Utan Simpan Estate, notable for the
fact that a bomb was accidentally dropped near an estate
bungalow during an air strike, and for the fact that three
contacts were made with bandits.
Two of these were
made by " C" Coy. and one by the M.G.G. PI.
No
bandits were forthcoming, although disappointment was
felt that the grenades we threw apparently did not touch
the bandits who were hidden in thick bracken on top of
a very steep hill in overgrown rubber. The escapees were
very lucky not to have run into the A.Tk. PI. who were
advancing to the scene of the action, and were only some
two or three hundred yards away. The Coy. also took part
in an operation on an estate near K.K.B. with the A.Tk.
and Aslt. Pnr. Pis. as stops, and the M.M.G.s as searching
troops.
Nothing of interest was forthcoming, although
Pte. Singleton of the M.M.G. PI. set the top of a hill
alight whilst brewing up for tiffin. It is believed that he
will be much in demand for clearing overgrown estates
in our new area.
The A.Tk. PI. recently conducted their first live shoot.
They had prepared a monster screen which they announced
was for zeroing and which was either abandoned or hidden
when they returned. By all accounts it was unmarked.
The Coy. Comdr. was present at the shoot, and all the
shots which he was unable to see strike the target were
announced by the A.Tk. PI. Comdr. as "Dead on. Sir!"
The gallant Lt. Goodwin himself suffered an injured knee
cap which was struck by the gunshield when he demon
strated how to fire the gun. So far there have no requests
for transfers from the A.Tk. PI., although several members
are believed to be requesting interviews with the " trick
cyclist."
Many hockey matches have been played by the Coy.
during our stay at K.K.B., and now with the arrival of
Lt. Goodwin to strengthen the team, we hope to do well
in the InterCoy. knockout competition.
There is an
excellent ground near our new camp, and we should be
able to get in some more practice there, ops. permitting.
In the Bn. Novices and Open Boxing Championships
held recently, the Coy. had a goodly number of highly
successful entrants. Cpls. Gordon, Blake and Lane,
L/Cp!s. Berry and Stockley, Ptes. Berry 54, King, Head,
Burningham and Ebbs, all fought with the following
results: —
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NOVICES

Pte. King, winner Heavyweight (walkover).
Cpl. Blake, winner Welterweight.
L/Cpl. Stockley, runner up Welterweight.
Pte. Berry 54, best loser.
L/Cpl. Berry, winner Lightweight.
OPEN

Pte. Ebbs, winner Middleweight.
Cpl. Lane, runner up Middleweight.
Cpl. Gordon, winner Light Welterweight.
Pte. Head, runner up Featherweight.
We heartily congratulate all those who had the pluck
to enter and put up such a good show in the competition.

DRUMS
This month we have just said farewell to Terry Blake,
who is returning home to " Blighty," after completing his
two years N.S. with the Drums. We all wish him the best
for the future.
At the moment we have three drummers on detach
ment at Bn. outstations, but they are being brought in
from the wilds for the rehearsals for the coming Retreat,
which is on the 19th of this month.
We welcome into our little fold, Pte. L. Sedge, late
of 11 PL, D Coy. We hope he enjoys his stay with us.
Dmr. Keating is at present doing his training with the
new draft; he tells us he is enjoying it. But we have our
doubts !
Dmrs. Ward and Kesby, on return from detachment,
were seen asking an I ban tracker to find the entrance to
our lines. Could it be our flower gardens that put
them off ?
Congratulations to CfSgt. Watts (DrumMajor) on
his promotion to C.S.M. It has been rumoured, though,
that the Provost Sgt. is feverishly practising with his cane.
We wonder ?
" One of the very " Busy Bees."

BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM
Since last going to press, November, 1951, the manage
ment has changed hands with the departure to " B " Coy.
of Maj. " Dicky " Dover and the arrival from the wilds
of Perak of Capt. J. B. Wilson, complete with brass name
plate.
As we predicted, the inevitable Scoop (" got a fag,
mate") Nicholls has retreated into the jungle with "D"
Coy. We must remark that he is now looking extremely
fit, probably as a result of cutting down his smoking to
only 40 a day! He is now training the latest draft and,
we hear, he holds them spellbound with second hand
stories of bandit encounters. He still gets confused
between the l.A.s on the Brcn and the typewriter.
The greatest event since Christmas has been the absence
on leave at Port Dickson of O.R.Q.M.S. (Awroomkwaumar
saarnt speaking) Catt. leaving the Orderly Room in the
able hands of Sgt. (Mk. IV haircut) Proctor although, to
give him his due, he did buy a bottle of Brylcreem the
other day. He was doing fine until the day when some
thing we had not received could not be found. Boy!
what a wing spread—his favourite perch was on the
Orderly Room rafters.
We are well represented in the field of sport. Since

the departure of 2/Lt. Stock, "Q" has taken over the
duties of Hockey Officer and has arranged some very
successful games with other units. We were told that in
both FARELF Cup Games he led the field.
We may
yet see him with his Army Colours. L/Cpl. (Hobo) Baker
of the missing files dept. has played quite a few games
of rugby for the Selangor State Team, but usually
manages to visit us once a week for pay parade. He is
an allround sportsman and, although he did not get in
the Bn. swimming team last year, he has been making
enquiries as to whether he could get a premature release
to swim in the Olympics.
Our garden, with its ever increasing variety of
" acquired " flora is now covered in a thick layer of saw
dust which "Q" maintains will produce even bigger and
better lilies.
Cpl. Dudley Tidy, due to the occupational hazard
of getting his moustache entangled in the typewriter, has
sacrificed at least two inches each end. He says the cook
house tea tastes much better now. He is getting purturbed
at the ever increasing number of Python and release dates
enquiries such as "Any news, mate?" After all, what is
the matter with Malaya?
Pte. Johnny Burnett (ex" D " Coy. canteen manager)
is now well settled as a base wallah. The password for
an afternoon's Gonk is " I'm taking round Part I Orders
now." He is also a Mk. IV disciple, but not from choice.
Owing to the increasing shortage of stationery we dare
not carry on any further for fear of incurring the wrath
of the " Awroomkwaumarsaarnt."
" Grass Widowers."

Q.M, DEPARTMENT
Once again the " WORKERS " have been allotted a
few lines to air their views.
Christmas, owing to a lot of fine work by Capt.
Sivers and R.Q.M.S. Grubb, with a helping hand from the
P.R.I., was quite successful. On Christmas Day itself we
all had various jobs from dishwashing to stoking boilers,
so of course we all had to stay sober, although the Q.M.'s
batman was discovered in the latrines before breakfast
absolutely " sparko;" how he got like that first thing in
the morning is still a mystery.
After Christmas was over we started on the inevitable
job of clearing up and assessing the damage, which,
fortunately was very light, there were only a few plates
broken and most of those were broken by our own team
of amateur dishwashers. There were a few beer bottles
missing and the R.Q. was heard to mutter some most
complimentary things about " blokes who swipe empty
beer bottles." Apart from that there was little or no
damage suffered.
For the past fortnight or so we have been having all
the Bashas reattapped, which has caused no little amount
of confusion. This week the Q.M.'s office and stores
were shifted temporarily whilst the Basha was done. No
sooner had we moved out and started to get shipshape
again than we had to start all over again and shift back.
At the moment it seems that there are three very harassed
clerks who don't know whether they are coming or going,
because all the time they have been cleaning the area
people have been giving them advice which is unwanted
and there have also been a few bright sparks who asked
if they were on "jankers."
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We still aren't doing a great deal on the sports side;
we have only got a hockey team so far. We hope one
fine day to also have a football team, but we have yet to
see. About our only opponents in hockey are the Band.
Occasionally we win a game, but not very often, although
it isn't for the want of trying.
Since we last submitted an article there has been a
new addition on the staff—Pte. Cemm, who is now lurking
in the office. We have also had two of the staff rise to
the heights of the Corporals' Mess—Bunn and Teasdale—
who have both been made up to L/Cpls. We wish them
the best of luck and hope the Cpls'. Mess can put up with
them.
" 1098 B. Wong."

ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL
The main event to record this month is the winning
of the Rainford Cup.
In a rather anxious final versus
the K.K.B. XI, we managed to win 2—0. In fairness to
the team it must be said that they probably tried too hard,
knowing that it was the deciding match. Nash was un
lucky to wrench his leg early on in the match, and was
thus at a disadvantage for the remainder of the game.
However, he did not give up trying. Pte. Carr deserves
mention for playing an excellent game at inside right.
He was always fast and dangerous. We were all delighted
to receive the very handsome trophy, together with a
replica which the Regt. will keep. Each player received a
medal, and I am glad to say that there were two extra for
Cpl. Kurton and Pte. Johnson, who surely deserved them.
The former has worked very hard indeed to help the team in
every possible way—as manager, trainer and adviser.
In hjs speech before the presentation of the cup,
Mr. Rajah, the local league President, also announced that
we were in an unassailable position at the head of the
Ulu Selangor District League, and therefore were the
victors of that competition. We had scarcely realised that,
although we were fairly confident of winning the remaining
two matches to be played.
So far rain and operations
have prevented this accomplishment, but we would like to
get the season nicely rounded off as soon as possible.
The next big task is to get a little further than the 1st
round of this season's FARELF Army Cup!
Those who have represented the Bn. in past competi
tions were—Goal: Pte. Wood (Sp.); Backs: Ptes. Shearing
(Sp.), Johnson (Sp.), and L/Cpl. Baker (H.Q.); Halfbacks:
Ptes. Nash (C), Fuller (B), and L/Cpl. Keeler (H.Q.);
Forwards: Ptes. Kelly (Sp.), Carr (B), Wilson (Sp.), French
(Sp.), and L/Cpl. Stockley (Sp.).

ON THIS
NOTICE,
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fadt anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020
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4th BATTALION
BATTALION H.Q.

T

HIS has been a month of changes.
We now have a new Brigade Com
mander, Brigadier Cruddas, having
been promoted to MajorGeneral and
posted to Hong Kong. Major Henry
Waring, the Brigade Major, has also left
this month, but more about that later.
The Staff of 133 Infantry Brigade is now:
Commander. Brig. J. A. W. Ballard, D.S.O., M.B.E.
Brigade Major: Major W. G. Blaxland, The Buffs.
The most important departure from the Bn. point of
view was that of R.S.M. "Paddy" Byrne, who, at the
time of writing, is on leave. When this ends he will
become a member of the Prison Staff at Maidstone. If
any man can bring out the good in the inmates of that
establishment, we think that " Paddy" Byrne can, and
we wish him every success.
A farewell party for R.S.M. Byrne was arranged by
W.O. II Woolley and the members of the Sgts'. Mess.
Although this is more fully described elsewhere, we would
like to say, on behalf of the Officers who attended, what
an excellent party it was.
Last month we described the firing
of the Brigade
Quarter InterCompany Shoot under conditions which left
much to be desired. This month we proudly announce
that D Coy. won the Shoot with 166 points and third
place went to Sp. Coy. with 154 points. Congratulations
to them both.
We have had a long letter from Capt. Roper, our late
Adjutant. He was in Mozambique at the beginning
of the month looking for transport to take him to
Singapore. It seems that the trouble in the Canal Zone
had upset his original plan to sail from there. We look
forward to an account of his interesting travels in some
future editions of " The Q.O.G."
Maj. Henry Waring was married at Benenden on
19th January. A number of Officers of the Regiment were
present and formed a guard of honour outside the church.
Maj. Waring and his wife are now spending their honey
moon in Switzerland, after which they will be sailing away
to join the 1st Bn. We offer them our congratulations
upon their marriage and hope that the future holds many
years of happiness for them.

H.Q. COMPANY
The memory of recent Christmas bells hangs in the
air like a ghostly echo. In the atmosphere of many a
room lingers the gaiety of coloured chains and glittering
glass, of tinsel strand and fairy doll now banished to their
boxes. Saucy mistletoe, now so decorously ignored yet
hangs in many a mind; a glowing memory of an
unsuspecting captive and her forfeit.
And the " Scrooges " of our time, did they too learn
to feel the warmth of " Stephen's Feast" ? Did they
hear again the hollow clang of slowly dragging chains, see
the hideous ghost and hear its awful scream ?
It is easy to imagine the three ghosts of Christmas;
past, present and to come, linking arms with the enlightened
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" Scrooge " and dragging him off to sing a carol to those
lucky " Bob Cratchitts " who work in Avebury Avenue.
The Adjutant in wrath looked out
On the Feast of Stephen;
When a loud and gleeful shout
Echoed through his sanctum.
Orderly Room staff with rhythmic tread
Danced a joyous measure
Paper hat upon each head,
Eyes alight with pleasure.
" Hither Clerk and stand by me
Pencil poised o'er paper.
Stop that lark ! Attentive be !
Time enough to caper.
Christmas may come once a year
With its lights and tinsel
Part II's all the time are here
Write down this epistle."
" When those letters finished are
And your trays are empty.
Then we'll hie us to the bar
Beer there is in plenty.
First, however, Pay Parade,
Then we'll issue passes
Afterwards, a serenade
Timed by clinking glasses."
Poor old Santa raised his head
From his cloudy dwelling.
Rubbed his eyes and yawning said;
" Wherefore all the yelling ? "
Answered they with vigour fine
" On leave we are hasting,
Far to feast on meat and wine
And give our credits a basting."
The Drill Hall door swung slowly out
And from its handsome portal,
There thundered forth a might shout
(You'd scarce have thought it mortal):
" A merry Christmas one and all
Is what we wish for you,
And all the best that life can hold
In 1952 ! "
(With apologies to His Majesty King Wenceslas.)
" Clubman."

" B " COMPANY
With the advent of another New Year a rather subdued
atmosphere was noticeable in the St. Mary's Cray Drill
Hall. The bunting and decorations were gone and the
piano hushed. Tables no longer groaned with food and
crockery, the chairs no longer sprawled over the floor. Such
had been our last sight of it as the Christmas party broke
up. National Servicemen, wives, parents, relatives and
friends had joined us for a gay evening and it afforded an
excellent opportunity for everyone to get to know one
another. Amongst old friends whom we welcomed was
exCorporal Underwood (6th Bn.).
Perhaps the high spot of the evening was the solemn
finish to " Musical Hats," which left Major Coath and

Capt. Ford facing each other, exchanging the sole remain
ing article of headgear with polite deliberation and poker
faces. The " Boat Race," too, proved popular, but it is
feared that some of the tactics employed amounted to
piracy. For the catering arrangements we were indebted
to a number of the ladies, who fed us most admirably.
The first parade of the New Year opened with a Train
ing Conference—frivolities were forgotten and the serious
topic of the year's programme was under discussion,
until ... " We must all improve our shooting," says the
Company Commander, " and we shall have plenty of
opportunities in the next few months."
" Talking of shooting, sir," remarks the C/Sgt., " have
you heard the story of ..." And did anyone know
C/Sgt. Brown stop at one story ?
It is with much regret that we say farewell to R.S.M.
Byrne and the sincerest best wishes of B Coy. go with him
for the future, together with our appreciation of all the
help and guidance he has afforded us in the past. Not
goodbye, but au revoir, we trust. Also we look forward
to welcoming his successor.
Finally, we would like to thank Bn. H.Q. for their
Christmas card.

" C " COMPANY
With the stupor, slumber and feasting, of Christmas
now behind us; the Drill Hall our property once more,
having been utilised by the Post Office to cope with all
your; mail over ;the festive season, we jnow turn our
thoughts to work once more. Yes, we agree, somewhat
reluctantly.
It has been repeatedly brought home to us that little
sleep was forthcoming to Sgt. Maynard, Cpl. Steward and
Ptes. Kent and Wilkinson either before or during
Christmas since they were but a few of those heavily
engaged in the work being carried out in the Drill Hall.
Many thanks for your efforts. Coupling the two facts of
Christmas and the Post Office reminds of the knotty prob
lem of one of our worthy N.C.O.s with regard to the
Regimental Christmas Cards. It seems that his Bounty
would not stretch to the price of even one card. We offer
him our condolences and can but hope that this year's
card will be more in the range of his pocket !
As has been explained, litte work (T.A.) could be done
for the fortnight preceding the holiday, but on our return
last week, we were very pleased to note that the small
annex to the Coy. Office had been completely rebuilt and
will soon be fitted out as a Platoon Office which will be a
great asset.
Congratulations to our worthy stalwart, Sgt. Payne,
who, although approaching his " threescoreyearsand
ten," has contrived to sign on for a further spell. Well
done, " Tiny " !
Last Saturday, 12th January, we foregathered in the
Club Room to bid farewell to our R.S.M., Mr. Byrne.
Since he has been with the Bn., he has come to be respected
and revered by all. We trust, therefore, that we may not
say " farewell," but " au revoir," sine© we sincerely hope
that he will still keep up his associations with the 4th Bn.
On this sad occasion we wish him the very best of good
fortune in his new venture.
" Pen Pusher."
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" D " COMPANY
The Christmas and New Year recess has floored D
Coy. The footsteps of the few survivors echo hollowly
through an almost empty Drill Hall: and the stalwarts
we have seen since the " party " have recounted tales of
such debauchery such as would have interested even the
Roman emperor Nero. With bleary eyes and leaden feet
they tell the tale.
We still don't quite get how or why Charlie Buck was
pacing the streets of Norwood at three o'clock on the
morning of New Year's day: and Phil Everett had to admit
that even he recoiled in horror when he saw what the
scales registered after Christmas.
" Nightingale IV."

W.O.S' AND SERGEANTS' MESS
The 19th January was a day which we have been
striving to put off for the last two years, and each year
we have been able to persuade R.S.M. Byrne (D.C.M.) to
sign on the dotted line for one more year. This year, how
ever, he decided that he could not stall his introduction to
" civvy street" any longer, and so with regret, would have
to say adieu to the Regiment which he loved so well.
On 12th January a special Mess night was held at
Sevenoaks in which the Officers joined, to give the R.S.M.
a good old " Queen's Own" " soldier's farewell," and a
wet one at that, for I think Paddy Byrne was well and
truly launched into " civvy street."
Many members of the Mess can, no doubt, in their
younger days when members of the Cpls'. Mess, or the
N.A.A.F.I. Canteen, recall the time when the departure
of an R.S.M. was an occasion for an extra beer or two,
coupled with a toast, " Thank goodness that soandso is
passing on," and cheerfully took a chance on what his
successor would be like. The departure of R.S.M. Byrne,
affectionately known as " Paddy" throughout the Regi
ment he has served so well for 25 years, will, however, not
be rejoiced by any rank, as he had whatever it takes to
make him an R.S.M. who could do his duty, and how he
did it, and still be a friend of one and all.
The Commanding Officer, Lt.Col. L. F. W. Jackson,
presented R.S.M. Byrne with a canteen of cutlery in a
polished cabinet with suitably inscribed plate, from the
Officers and W.O.s and Sgts. The Commanding Officer,
who had known the R.S.M. longer than any of those
present, said that he deemed it as a great privilege to be
able to testify in the final discharge documents of the
R.S.M., to the loyal and outstanding service he has tendered
to the Regiment. Whatever situation arose, either in peace
time or on active service, R.S.M. Byrne could always be
relied upon to meet it in his own inimitable way, and to be
able to give sound and friendly advice to anyone who
sought it.
Mr. Byrne thanked everyone for the loyal support
which he had always received and said that he had enjoyed
every day of his 25 years' service in the Regiment. He
said there would always be one thought uppermost in bis
mind, and he asked all to join in a toast to it—" The Queen's
Own."
We all wish Mr. and Mrs. Byrne and family all
success and good luck for the future. We understand that
he is taking up the duties of Warder in H.M. Prison at

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE

AFRAID

OF

ELEPHANTS P
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

Maidstone, so we are looking forward to seeing him
frequently—outside, not inside—whenever his duties allow.
Au revoir, " Paddy," and the best of luck.
We extend a hearty vote of thanks to C.S.M. Woolley
for the very excellent arrangements and catering at the fare
well Mess gathering.
We are very glad to hear that R.S.M. Leigh is coming
from the 1st Bn. in relief of R.S.M. Byrne, and look forward
to welcoming him and Mrs. Leigh to the Bn. In these days
of Corps and Infantry, when the cap badge is no sure
anchor to a Regiment for anyone, it was with a sigh of
relief that we learnt of the posting of R.S.M. Leigh, and
would like to thank those who made this posting possible.
We end this month on rather a sad note. It was with
deep regret that we learnt of the death of a very fine old
soldier and member of the Mess, R.Q.M.S. Wright, who was
affectionately known by most old members of the Regiment
as " Laddie."
He retired from the Bn. in 1919, having previously seen
service in the Household Cavalry and Metropolitan
Mounted Police. He was always to be seen on parade at
the Regimental Reunion at Maidstone and never failed
to march to church and back behind the Band right up till
last year although well over SO years of age. He also
attended all the 4th Bn. Annual Reunions and other Regi
mental functions. He has set a very fine example for the
younger members of the Regiment to look up to.
4
A business college recently displayed a poster offering
" A Short Course in Accounting for Women."
It has now been withdrawn. Someone wrote across it,
in a bold masculine hand, " There is no accounting for
women."

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

41

IIIIIIiUlTlON
ESCALATORS
LI ITS

J.&E.IIHL
L I M I T E D

D

A

R

T

F

O

R

D

-

K

E

N

T

Maintain your
Established 1770

service to

Civil and Military Tailors and
Outfitters

Queen and Country

97, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.l.

in civilian life

Telephone : Grosvenor 501678
"For

the Finest in Setvice and Civilian
Special Export Facilities

Wear"

Join the British Legion

Our Representatives will wait upon you where and
when you so tiesiVe,

and at our premises every

courtesy and attention is assured to both old and
netv customers.

Br&nclies at :

The Legion cooperates with
mental

your

association and speaks for
exservice men and women

regi
all

CAMBERLEY, ALDERSHOT, SALISBURY, CATTERICK

Appointed Tailors to oveY Fifty Regiments and Corps
EMERGENCY SERVICE: Tailor, mode uniforms to individual
measurements within 48 hours.

BRITISH LEGION, 49 PALL MALL, S.W.I

42

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
HOCKEY

Two further matches have been played, and whilst
we played well to draw against Foster Clark's XI we were
not at our best against the Home Counties Brigade Depot.
In fact, at half time we were losing 0—4, but then made
a grand recovery to 3—4, before we let our last goal
through.
Results: —
12th Jan.—Regtl. Depot XI v. Foster Clark's Drew 3—3
23rd Jan.—Rcgtl. Depot XI v. H.C. Brig. Dpt. Lost 3—5

T

HIS month started with the arrival of a new Intake
of recruits, and so short is their period of initial
training that at the time of going to press they are
already busy practising for the Passing Out Parade, which
this time is to be taken by the Colonel of the Regiment.
January has passed without any particularly " unusual
occurrences." On the credit side, the central heating now
works in Crimea block. The dining and ante rooms of
the Officers' Mess have been redecorated and the far side
of the back field has been most efficiently hedged and
ditched, if that is the right expression, by Mr. Bird and
Pte. Wills. On the debit side the weather has been foul.
Gen. Oliver has visited us twice this month, as has
Brig. Wiclcr, the new Deputy District Commander. The
latter for the first time to conduct a Press conference for
the Home Guard, and the second to inspect the Barracks.
He had not been here since before the war, when he was
responsible for the Army boxing matches in the Drill
shed, which many will remember.
He told us some
amusing anecdotes about difficult interviews he had had
with temperamental boxers in the dressing rooms which are
now part of the Q.M.'s stores. Many ex2nd Bn. members
will recall Brig. Wieler as Brigade Major in Palestine.
We welcome to the Regimental Depot Lt. Stock, who
is home for a short while from Malaya.
Rumour has it that the C.O.s successor is at the
moment on the high seas heading for Maidstone, but
changes occur so frequently these days that a more detailed
report might at this stage be premature.
SPORTS
SOCCER

This month's fixtures have been restricted to internal
battles.
Perhaps the highlight of the month was the
match in which the Officers and Serjeants managed to raise
a team to play the Other Ranks. The senior team con
tained three novices in the forward line, and on paper
stood to lose by a large margin. However, at half time,
the score was I—0 to the Other Ranks, who were visibly
shaken at so low a score.
The Officers and Sergeants
went on to equalise, and the match ended in a draw, an
altogether satisfactory result for the Officers and Sergeants.
The Other Ranks forward line, though potentially very
dangerous, never really got going, largely due to some
stalwart tackling by the C.O. and Adjutant, and some
heroic goalkeeping by the Medical Officer.
All thanks
are due to the referee, Sgt. Collingwood!
Results: —
16th Jan.—Offrs. and Sgts. v. Other Ranks Drew 1—1
24th Jan.—Privates
v. The Rest
Won 2—1
The return match against the Royal Fusiliers has been
postponed until a later date. We have a full fixture list
for February and hope that the rain will not put the
pitch out of action.

BADMINTON

Six enthusiastic amateurs got together and played the
first Regimental Depot match against Mason's Brewers
on 31st January. We lost 50, as was only to be expected
against such comparatively experienced players, but we
gave them some good games and hope to do better in
the return match.
SHOOTING

The Regimental Depot entered a team this season for
the Home Counties District Minor Units Small Bore
league.
Unfortunately we were handicapped owing to
the Miniature Range being out of order for extensive
repairs between October and December, and in con
sequence our last five matches had to be fired off in one
day. Our team—ten firers used No. 8 .22 rifles, although
there was no restriction on the type of .22 rifle to be
used. But in spite of this our team managed to win 10
of the 15 matches, and when considering other teams
had the advantage of the use of match rifles we feel our
performance was creditable.
The winners of the com
petition were H.C.B. Depot with the highest total score
obtained, they together with 12 S.M.E. Regt., R.E.,
10 Trades Trg. Regt., R.E., won 14 matches each, A.A.
Comd. School of Tech. Instr., R.E.M.E., won 12, and
Depot Queen's, 14 Comd. Workshops, and Depot R.W.K.
10 matches.

SERGEANTS' MESS
During the first part of January very little was going
on socially in the Mess, but with the return from leave
of the R.S.M., Sgt. (Bolo) Manson, Sgt. (Charlie) Kent
and C/Sgt. (Dusty) Miller towards the middle of the
month things began to get back into their stride. About
this time Sgt. Keating rejoined from his long course at
the A.C.C. Training Centre, Aldershot, where they had
been endeavouring to make a cook of him with a view
to transfer to the Catering Corps.
Snooker seems to have gained popularity since the
Armourer (S/S. Setford, R.E.M.E.), P.T. Instr. Sgt. Ins.
Robertson (A.P.T.C.), Sgt. Turner (R.A.E.C.) (temporarily
attached), are keen players, and with the return of Sgt.
Keating there is plenty of rivalry as to who is the
" Champ."
One of our belated Mess Meetings was held on the
21 st January to decide on our team to visit the Stone
Street Club on the 23rd for our return Games Evening
with that Club. This was a very pleasant evening and
we were all very elated of the fine effort of our darts
team who lived up to the motto "Invicta" by really
beating them by three games on the trot—the R.S.M.
was in great form and was responsible for finishing off
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each game with the necessary double shot. We were not
successful in the other games series, but that was offset
by beating their darts team, which is one of the best in
Maidstone. Following the games Sgt. Turner (R.A.E.C.),
gave some very interesting entertainment in telepathy and
mystery.
Some of the turns he gave were remarkable
and were enjoyed by all who had the pleasure of witness
ing. It has been rumoured that on return to the Sgts.'
Mess that evening he did attempt to hypnotise the Mess
Caterer and the P.T. Instructor, but was not fully suc
cessful. To hypnotise the Caterer would be very interest
ing, perhaps we would get free service for a short while'??
On the occasion of the W.R.A.C. Dance held in
barracks on 26th January, the Sgts.' Mess obliged by
running the bar for them. It was a bitterly cold night
and according to reports the only drink that was favourite
was rum.
This was soon out of stock.
The Caterer
reported that next morning he found glasses of beer around
the hall frozen solid.
On the 22nd the sad news was received that C.S.M.
(Jim) Mansfield had passed away that morning at the
Military Hospital, Shorncliffe. He had been ill for some
time, and was well known by all ranks who served with
the 1st Bn. up till the outbreak of the war.
A bearer
party, under R.S.M. Hayley, consisting of C/Sgts. Ringe,
Lathwell, Sgts. Kent, Saywell, Kent and Pratt attended the
funeral at the Garrison Church, Shorncliffe, on 28th Jan
uary, 1952. Our deepest sympathy is extended to Mrs.
Mansfield (widow) and his relatives.
The Regimental Depot was visited by our new Deputy
District Commander (Brig. L. F. E. Wieler, C.B., C.B.E.),
on 31st January.
During his visit he had a look round
our Mess.
Our television remains a popular form of entertain
ment. Several members are very keen viewers during the
children's period, when film shots of Cowboys and Indians
are on show. These are very amusing, but unfortunately
just about the time when the final act is to be performed
the film is cut with " Look out for the next episode," etc.
During February we have a couple of games evenings
laid on. On the 8th in the Mess versus The Officers from
H.M. Prison, Maidstone, and on the 22nd versus West
Maidstone Constitutional Club, away (return match).
Gardening seems to have been left alone for some
time, but enquiries are being put on foot to ascertain just
exactly what the O.R.Q.M.S. and other members of the
1st Bn. Mess are growing in their gardens in the jungle.
" McCartney."

MAIDSTONE'S SAFEST MILK!!
fyxinVu^se
^ -Cert 2)aihies, £Xd.
19, LOWER STONE ST., MAIDSTONE
Telephone 2610

PASTEURISED MILK
TUBERCULIN TESTED
(Farm Bottled)

MILK
32, THE BROADWAY,
MAIDSTONE — and at
Tel: 2610

WEST MALLING
Tel: West Mailing 3101
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11th (LEWISIIAM) BATTALION

T

HE Lewisham Association will hold its Annual
General Meeting on Thursday, 27th March, at
the " Crown and Sugar Loaf," Garlick Hill, near
Mansion House underground station.

EX " B" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION

E

LSEWHERE in this issue you will find (we hope) a
photograph of our Dinner held at the Green Man
on the 24th November last.
For the benefit of those interested, here are the names
of the people standing up at the rear and seated at the
top table. From left to right we have (standing) Alex.
Cameron; Mrs. and Mr. Len Clarke (Hon. Sec.); Stan
Knight (Hon. Sec., Catford Branch); Mrs. and Mr. Vic
Vousden; exC/Sgt. F. C. Johnson (Hon. Treasurer);
exR.Q.M.S. Peter Clarke (5th Bn.); (seated) exC/Sgt.
Bill Spence; Mrs. and Maj. H. J. Combe; Mrs. and Lt.Col.
F. J. Dearing; Maj. E. B. Loveless; Maj. J. H. E. Winston;
Mrs. E. G. Young; Maj. J. D. Stocker, M.C., T.D.; Brig.
H. S. Brown, M.C.; Mrs. and Maj. G. B. Knight; Mrs.
and Mr. A. B. Thomson; and Mrs. and R.S.M. Sid Terry.
Our main event since our Dinner was the visit of Mr.
Snow and 14 of his " boys" to tan our hides at darts and
whatnot on December 3rd, which they very successfully
did.
We shall of course, return the compliment at the
appropriate time, and are looking forward to visiting them
in the near future. The evening at Penge was most success
ful.
A thoroughly enjoyable evening from all angles.
Sandwiches and the proverbial pickled onion made their
appearance at the appropriate moment, and so did the
C. and A. Department, at which Harry Lake and Wally
Hill proved adept exponents. Least said about that, how
ever, the better perhaps.
Meetings since the dinner have been very well
attended and very successful.
Numbers nowadays arc
around the 30 mark.
Future events: Return match against the Snows, date
undecided. Dance at the Green Man, 3/ on 10th May.
Stag Party at the Drill Hall, Parish Lane, first Saturday
in May.
Next year's Dinner, Saturday, November 29th.
Which will do this time, I think, cheerio to all.
" Nightingale."
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G.,"
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.
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HE Branch Monthly Meeting, held on the 11th
January at the "Prince of Wales," Forest Hill, was
very well attended and was a very happy and success
ful one. The Chairman, Mr. S. Terry, welcomed two new
members, Messrs. J. W. Blackmore and Jack Harrison to
the Branch, hoping that they would be happy with us.
The former, although through wounds is confined to
an invalid chair, proved to be a very lively person, and
no mean hand at the Dart board.
Joe Saunders, our Treasurer, was missed again very
much, and we all sincerely hope that we shall be hearing
his happy chuckle soon once again, for he has been very
ill for over a month.
The Chairman formerly announced that Brig. H. S.
Brown, M.C. had kindly accepted the Branch's invitation
to be its President, and we all hope that he will soon
honour us by his presence.
It was decided to repeat the very successful and happy
outing to the " Buck's Head," Godden Green, near Seven
oaks, on Saturday, February 9th.
Nearly all the seats have been booked, so look out
Mr. and Mrs. Snow, for a happygolucky gang on the 9th.
The Chairman read a letter from the O.C. 1st Bn.
in response to the Branch resolution regarding the losses
sustained by the Bn. in October.
Lt.Col. A. Martyn, O.B.E., wrote that the resolution
was to be published in Battalion Orders, and that he per
sonally much appreciated it and was confident that the
same will be true of all ranks.
All members are very grateful to Lt.Col. Martyn for
his action, and needless to state that all follow the Bn.'s
welfare with the keenest interest.
Will Sgt. P. Cooper, R.A.E.C., please note that his
appeal for reading matter for the Bn. was read at the
meeting, and that response will be on its way very soon.
The Branch joined hands with the London Branch
in a trip to a Club near Slrood with which Mr. E. Keeler
is connected, who has more than once visited the Branch
with friends.
.Sixteen members of the Branch enjoyed a very jolly
evening, and are very grateful to the London Branch for
giving them the opportunity of returning Mr. Keeler's
visits.
On Friday evening, 18th January, the Branch renewed
its Darts Matches with the Catford Wanderers, which were
a feature last season, and the Branch team was successful
by two straight legs, both of which were keenly contested,
finishing on the double on each occasion. After refresh
ments were dispensed with the Branch reserves went into
action, and some very enjoyable games resulted, the main
feature being a score of 134 by Dax and Baker.
The
evening's sport ended with a sing song, and all agreed that
a vote of thanks was due to the Wanderers for a happy
and interesting time.
The next match has been fixed for Friday, 1st February
at the " Prince of Wales."
The Branch tenders its thanks to all Branches and
Units which sent Christmas and New Year's greetings, and
wishes all the best of luck and success in the future.
Mr. Carter's raffle added considerably to the Branch
Standard Fund.
" Ravensbourne."
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act/ou/s smrrsDEF/NiTE
There's nothing half-hearted or hesitant about
'ASPRO' action. People are astonished by

FARMER &s BROWN ALES

the swift dispersal of their pain or dis
comfort. One moment it is there—nagging,

Agents for—

BARCLAY'S LAGER
ASHFORD VALLEY CYDERS
MEDWAY MINERAL WATERS
Wines & Spirits of the choicest brand
Price List on application. All goods delivered.
Phone Maidstone 3090

22, WEEK STREET.
MAIDSTONE

distracting, distressing—the next it has gone,
and a sensation of freedom and wellbeing
takes its place. That's the experience of
millions of 'ASPRO ' users. They know that
what ' ASPRO ' claims to do it does — that it
frees them from pain and minor ills and enables
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SOOTHING HEALING SERVICE
WITHOUT HARM TO HEART OR STOMACH
Immediate Pain Relief
V. WITHERS, of Reading, writes :— " Just a few
words of praise for 'ASPRO'. I had some teeth
extracted and for three days I had untold agony
through aching gums and someone suggested
'ASPRO' and the first two tablets gave instant
relief."
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CHATHAM BRANCH

T

HE monthly meeting of the Past and Present Associa
tion was held at the Drill Hall, Boundary Road,
Chatham, on Monday, 7th January, and was
opened at 8 p.m. by the Chairman, Mr. L. W. Davison.
Among those present were, Maj. R. W. Brothers (Life
President), Maj. H. M. Smith, M.B.E., Alf Tapp, M.C.,
G. Anchors (Hon. Secretary), S. L. T. Thompson (Vice
Chairman), Joe Wright, Regimental Representative at
Headquarters and Gazette agent.
Xmas greetings were
received from Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent
(Col.inChief of the Regt.), to all members of the Past
and Present Association. Xmas cards to Chatham Branch
were from Maidstone Past and Present Association, London,
Catford and District, and from Frank Sutton, now in
Canada, which was worded as follows: " Best regards to
all the gang at Boundary Road Drill Hall."
It was decided to have a social evening and " get
together" at the Marlborough Head, Frindsbury Road, on
a date to be future discussed.
It was decided that the
Branch would have the usual summer outing, Joe Wright
promising to make the arrangements after further dis
cussion. Maj. Brothers said he was pleased to see such
a good attendance, but he would not be satisfied until
many more old members of the Regiment joined the Chat
ham Branch. He went on to say he was in full agreement
with the social evening, etc., as it afforded a fine oppor
tunity of renewing old comradeships. Joe Wright said he
had received many Xmas cards from the 1st Bn. now in
Malaya. Eight shillings was collected for the booby prize,
which was won by C. J. Williams.
Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. J.
Smith, exR.S.M. (sick) G. Lyons, C. Hill. We have three
of the Victorian era in the Branch, namely Alf Tapp
(Chatham), active service. North West Frontier, India,
1897 and Great War, 191418.
Jim Smith (Chatham),
South Africa, 19002, Great War, 191418; and Bill Williams
(Gillingham), South Africa, 19002, Great War, 191418.
Paddy Mullen, now employed at Regimental Headquarters,
wishes to be remembered to all old comrades at Chatham
and Gillingham.
To all old comrades we say, "Come
up and see us sometimes." I am yours respectfully.
W. WILLIAMS.

P.S.—Next meeting, February 4th, 1952.

LONDON BRANCH

W

ELL, here we are well into another year, with
1951 away behind us. If our Branch can hope
to get even half the new members we succeeded
in recruiting in 1951, we shall do extremely well. Going
back over my own short membership, 1 find that the bulk
of the new members came in late Summer and Autumn.
I noticed too. that with the advent of Winter, attendances
dropped by fifty per cent. Some of us must get together
to cope with this menace, so I hope, at the next meeting
we shall have a crop of bright ideas to bring more mem
bers along these cold and wintry nights. So come along
London, forward with your ideas.
I think that the brightest idea of 1951 was the one
that caused our removal from " The Spreadeagle"—a
truly dreary place—to the " Cranbourne," near Leicester
Square Station, and secondly, the Festival Dance, which,
though not a financial success, resulted in our recruiting

several new members for the Branch and giving many
members a memorable evening.
Among the highlights of Past and Present activities
not confined to London alone, was the Annual Reunion,
not up to its usual standard perhaps, due to the absence
of the 1st Bn., but still a great day for the past members
of the Regt.
In my opinion the " Gettogether" of all Branches was
a greater success than the Reunion, because it was more
intimate, we were all at speaking or nodding distance from
each other and one had to do no searching for old friends,
they were right there in a very large hall, not able to hide
their bright lights under bushels, so to speak, and keep
far from the madding crowd.
That was an evening to
remember.
I missed old friends like Dick Hayward,
Busty Cannacott, C.S.M. F. Johnson, who had attended
the Reunion, but it was amazing to me, the number of
chaps who had long passed out of my memory, who came
up to say " Hallo," and remind me that they too were
still with the Regt. 1 salute all of them—each and every
member too who has the time to come and say " What
Cher" at our Branch meetings, at their Branch meetings
or at any " Gettogether" function—it proves their loyalty
and esprit de corps.
At the Past and Present Dinner held at Maidstone we
were delighted to hear the outspoken remarks of the rep
resentatives from the various Branches.
Commencing
with the representative from Chatham, the Officers were
under fire for long periods for reputed lack of interest in
the activities of certain branches. Certainly that cannot
be said of London, where we are always sure of a good
attendance of officers. However, a spark had been kindled,
and we became richer by at least five more officer mem
bers. A lighter note was struck when Sid Terry and Len
Remfrey spoke, and I shall long remember the applause
after both speeches, following the roars of laughter which
both those very enthusiastic and untiring workers for the
benefit of their branches, had provoked. Neither, as far
as I am aware, had prepared speeches, and their extempor
aneous efforts were therefore all the more worthy. We
listened with interest to the Colonel of the Regiment and
also to one or two guests, but quite rightly the most apt
remarks came from those who had been getting to grips
with the problem of not only gelling the man to join
the branch, but once you have him, how to keep him.
So ends 1951—may 1952 be as successful a year
for the past and present. We now have this year's func
tions to look forward to with interest, and I trust all
Branches will prosper and swell in numbers. Now I must
turn to our very short meeting held on the 21st December,
and the Xmas draw immediately following the meeting.
Most members appeared to have arrived before
8 p.m., the appointed time, and we had several letters and
messages from various officers giving us their best wishes,
and their reason for nonattendance.
We were great in
numbers and the number of ladies present beat all pre
vious records. All the old guard were there and it was
apparent we were in for a good evening.
Among our
visitors were Jimmy and Fay Hammond, who were spend
ing the Xmas with Len and Mrs. Remfrey. Not looking
as well as usual, but in good spirits, Daphne, daughter
of Harry and Mrs. Elson was also present, after recover
ing from a lengthy bout of illness.
The Elson family
are firm in their support of the Branch.
I have been
asked not to divulge the names of the members who
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gave prizes for the raffle, which included—turkey, bottles
of whisky, gin, cherry brandy, cigarettes, and I respect
that wish, but I must thank those donors very heartily
on behalf of the whole of the Branch for their kindness,
which incidentally, due to the expert salesmanship on the
part of Len Remfrey and Bill Cole in the final stages,
before the draw brought in a little more than £21, an
excellent result. Thank you once again, the founders of
the feast.
The first prize, a turkey, was won by none other than
Alf Beauchamp, who informed me that this was immedi
ately his permanent pass for all his next year's Friday
visits, as Mrs. Alf would place him on the " Good
Husbands " Roll.
Knowing the genial Alf, I am quite
sure his wife, were it not for the youngsters, would often
be with us too.
Well done, and good luck to all the
others too, who won prizes. We saw two or three take
away prizes which had been won from private books.
Moral, buy a whole book next time!
The evening passed all too quickly and we were all
wishing each other the Compliments of the Season at
11.30 p.m. outside the " Cranbourne."
Again, many
thanks to all those willing helpers, especially our Chair
man, Secretary and Len Remfrey, plus their aides, Messrs.
Wilks and Lake, who did so much, and all the wives who
throw themselves so wholly into the welfare of the Branch.
We look forward to more evenings of this description.
Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell has forwarded a subscription
for membership for George Moody, who 1 suppose, was
one of the most fearless men we ever had in the 1st Bn.
in the 192021 era.
A Bn. boxer, gymnastic instructor,
George was a personality in those days. The legend is,
although I have not seen it personally, he would climb
the lightning conductor by Dalhousie Barracks, Fort
William, Calcutta, and run round the open ledge, which
could not have been more than three feet wide, at a
height of, I should say, seventy feet. The barracks were
three storeys high, the highest in which the Bn. were
stationed during its Indian tour, which will give one an
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idea of the height. Well George, if you see these lines
after you have attended your first meeting with the Branch,
you'll know you've been among old friends.
The last I heard of George he was a fireman stationed
at Stratford, and as Len Remfrey tells me, he now lives
at East Ham, the probability is that his work is still in
or near that district. We are indebted to Col. Durtnell
for seeking out Mr. Moody, and my hope is to see him
at our next meeting.
Now for the outing on the 12th January, which you
will remember, was arranged at a previous meeting, and
was at the invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Keeler who are
supporters of our Branch.
We had arranged for the
coach to pick up members of the Catford Branch en route
to Wainscott near Strood, where Mr. Keeler has charge
of his club. Those proceeding from the Cranbourne had
to be on parade at 5.30 p.m. sharp, in order to ensure
the correct time of arrival at the " pick up " points which
were " The Ravensbourne " at Catford and The Drill Hall,
Penge. Coach expenses were met by our Branch, and wc
were more than pleased to see so many from the Catford
Branch.
Those attending consisted of the following
families: The Elsons, Remfreys, Millers, Motts, Sheenans,
Duttons, Palmers, Tickners, Hales, Lakes and Fielders,
plus Messrs. Wilks, Ellis, Smith, Davis, Clarke, Seymour,
Thomas, Scott, Hess and Cameron; quite a nice little
party as can be noted.
It was very nice to see that Scotty was among the
lads again. I didn't attend, and I am indebted to Len
Remfrey for the notes on the expedition. Thanks Len.
It will be noted that Trefor Thomas was among the lads,
so he couldn't have been at the Rugger International!
The Club is a Working Men's type, and is extensively
used by all the neighbouring folk, and they turned out
in force to assist Mr. Keeler to welcome us.
It did not take long to get the direction of the bar
and soon everybody was making themselves at home at
various types of entertainment.
Messrs. Clarke and
Cameron led the way to the dart board and were soon

London Branch Dinner.
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taking on all comers. Others found snooker and billiards
more in their line and there was plenty of space for the
lookers on, who were able to indulge in the new type of
brew from Kent. The ladies too were not debarred from
games, as HousyHousy was on the go, music and dancing,
and, as it was a club, singing of any description was
welcomed by all. Time passed very pleasantly, much too
fast for most of the visitors, and our Chairman, Harry
Elson, who had intended, and indeed arranged for a
10 p.m. departure, had perforce to postpone the hour
until 11 p.m., as everyone was having such a good time,
himself included.
Most of the visitors had hoped to meet some of our
comrades from the Chatham Branch, but unfortunately,
the only one who ventured forth was my old football
manager of Shornclifle days—the Willikisson Sahib, other
wise Mr. Wilkins, exlst Bn. machine gunner, i/c. the
Indian PI. Accounts, P.R.I. Cpl., R.Q.M.S., and finally,
very deservedly. Commissioned. I trust he had a good
time among so many exlst Bn. chaps on the evening
at the Club, and I hope we shall meet at Maidstone soon.
In the darts match between our representatives and
the Club champions we had to take a back seat but our
lads put up a good fight.
A grand evening eventually
ended with a short speech from Mr. Keeler, which was
responded to by our Chairman, Harry Elson, and Len
Remfrey. An old member of the Regt., Mr. Stratford,
invited one or two of the visitors to stay over the week
end, and the journey home was enlivened considerably by
Mr. Davis with his accordion, Len Clarke with his tin
whistle, and the LakeHale glee singers. Many thanks,
Mr. Keeler for a most enjoyable evening.
May I now offer our congratulations, belated 1 regret,
to Majors Flint and Waring, both well known to this cor
respondent and to many of our Branch. Long and happy
marriages to you both.
I read with interest the news from Guernsey where
they had held their Annual Dinner and Dance. We hope
to run a dance, but the question of a combination of a
dinner and dance is being investigated by the Committee.
I was pleased to see my old PI. Comdr., W. G. Gaskin,
is presiding in Guernsey. I still have a photograph of
our PI. Cross Country Running Team which won the Bn.
Shield in 1929, run at Bangalore, which includes the PI.
Comdr., W. G. Gaskin, the winner of the race, Sgt. (The
Spider) Wally Deacon, Pte. Broom, and an exdrummer
who's name I'm ashamed to say I forget, Hayesmore, I
think.
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Once again I am indebted to Alf Maddows for his assist
ance with the typing of this correspondence. Thanks, Alf.
Having been taken to task by Mr. Miller in respect
of our standard and its presence at a function mentioned
in another correspondent's notes, I must really watch my
step, or else become a crystal gazer and hazard a few
guesses at what goes on.
" The Spider."
MAIDSTONE BRANCH

4 S is usual we open a new year with our Annual
/\ General Meeting which was held on 18th January,
*
1952, with an attendance of 30 stalwart members, lt
is on these occasions we look back and review events con
nected with the Branch during the past, and it was refresh
ing to find, as brought out in the Hon. Secretary's Annual
Report, that the Branch had had a very successful year,
socially and otherwise.
In sport and games, which
included cricket, tennis, shooting and indoor games, our
teams have had a fair amount of success, in particular
in winning the Maidstone Joint Council of exServices
Association's Small Bore Competition for 195051 and the
Tennis Tournament.
We also held our own at indoor
games and cricket.
The Hon. Treasurer in his report revealed that we
finished the year with a total of 101 paid up members
(including 6 Honorary Life members of the Branch).
This was very gratifying and shews that the Branch is
making steady progress since its reorganisation in 1945,
following the war years. Of course there are still many
exmembers of the Regt. residing in the Maidstone area,
and we do hope to continue on the upgrade during 1952.
In addition, in spite of heavy expenditure over the year
the Branch funds have gone up and we are in a fairly
healthy position.
Our Sick Visitor (Mr. C. Stringer), also gave a short
report of his work over the past year, and we are very
pleased to know that by his untiring efforts a little joy
is brought to the sick and elderly. It is the human touch
that fosters the comradeship of the Branch, and all cases
of distress are investigated promptly.
Our President did hint that perhaps it would be a
good idea to look out for a younger member to take
his place. But the members unanimously agreed that he
should stay as our figurehead, and we are all very pleased
indeed that he consented to do so.
As the affairs of the Branch had been running very
smoothly during the past year the election of officers for
1952 was soon over. In fact all office holders were re
elected, which, as our Chairman pointed out, was a sign
that all is well, and it is gratifying to those holding office
to know that the members give them their full confidence.
An appeal from the " Schooley " now attached to the
1st Bn. in Malaya for reading material was received, and
we hope that by the time these notes are available in
Malaya a small consignment will have been received.
There may be some instances where books have been sent
direct instead of through the Maidstone Branch.
On the 22nd January, 1952, we reached the half way
mark in our indoor games tournament and did exception
ally well in defeating the R.A.S.C. (Kent Companies) O.C.
Association by 10 points to 2. This has put us well up
in the list and we are now in second place to the Royal
Artillery Association who have 8 points from 5 matches.
They have a very strong darts team, and it was very
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gratifying to find our lads on top. The R.A.S.C. had not
lost a darts match for nearly two years in the competition
until just before Xmas. Incidentally we somehow did not
field our usual team for this match—one notability,
"Hooky" (the Regimental Coachman) was absent—we
hope he is keeping well and that the cause of his lapse
was probably his inability to get the Regimental coach
started—it's been very stubborn since just before Xmas.
(Stop Press—News has been received by bush telegraph
that "Hooky" is indisposed with a cold—we sincerely
hope he will soon be fully recovered, we cannot manage
without a Regimental coachman long.)
Owing to range repairs our shooting has been delayed
this season—however, to date we have completed three
matches, having won two and lost one (by a single point);
this may be our undoing. All we hope is that one of the
other teams can beat our victors, who at the moment have
won all their matches.
lt will be just too bad if the
Infantry of the local exService Associations lose.
The
others cover Royal Navy, R.A., R.A.S.C., R.A.M.C.,
British Legion, Old Contemptibles, and R.A.F.
It was very pleasing indeed to hear at our meeting
that one of our members, Mr. H. J. Norman, a recently
released National Serviceman, had decided to take unto
himself a very charming wife in the only daughter of Mr.
Fred and Mrs. Hills. Fred is a staunch member and also
the Branch Official Standard Bearer.
The wedding took place ir. Holy Trinity Church,
Maidstone on Saturday, 26th January, 1952, and several
members of the Branch had the pleasure of attending,
including two well known batchclors. (But keep it quiet,
they both arrived at the Church just before the happy
couple came out to have their photographs taken.) It
was very cold and I'm sure they were very pleased indeed
when they were finally allowed to get into their car amid
showers of confetti.
A very pleasant reception at which about 60 attended
was held at the Old Palace, Maidstone.
The bride and bridegroom are spending their honey
moon at Brighton.
Our very best wishes for every happiness in the future
go with them.
On the 30th January our Committee met, and it has
been agreed that the Branch hold their Annual Dinner on
Friday, 22nd March, this year.
In this connection we
shall be trying out the suggestion that the Branch hold
their Annual Dinner in the Barracks. The O.C. Regimental
Depot has kindly given permission for us to do so, and
we intend to round off the Annual Dinner with a Dance
in the Old Gymnasium. The function is down to com
mence at 7.30 p.m. for 8 o'clock. The cost of tickets for
the Dinner will be 6s. each, and are limited to 110. It
is regretted that this restriction has to be made but it
is due to the availability of delph and cutlery, etc. Tickets
can be booked through the Hon. Secretary, Maidstone
Branch, The Barracks, Maidstone, or through any member
of our Branch. We hope the function will be as popular
as in past years.
We have also arranged for a coach to take a party
to the Walnut Tree, East Peckham, on Friday, 29th Feb
ruary, and also to Tonbridge on Saturday, 1st March,
when the Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells Branch are
entertaining with a Band Concert and Social Evening.
Final bookings for the coaches will be taken on our next
meeting (February 15th).

FORTHCOMING EVENTS—Dates to Note: —

1952
19th Feb.—ExService Club, 7.30 p.m., Games Evening
versus Royal Naval Association.
25th Feb.—Miniature Range, The Barracks, Small Bore
Match versus Royal Naval Association (Maidstone
Branch).
29th Feb.—Party to East Peckham.
Coach leaves the
Barracks 7.30 p.m.
1st Mar.—Party to Tonbridge. Coach leaves the Barracks
6.40 p.m.
4th Mar.—ExServices Club, 7.30 p.m., Games Evening
versus the Old Contemptibles Association.
10th Mar.—Miniature Range, the Barracks, Small Bore
Match versus the Old Contemptibles Association.
14th Mar.—Monthy Meeting, Sergeants' Mess, the Bar
racks, at 7.45 p.m.
21st Mar.—Branch Annual Dinner, followed by Dancing,
7.30 p.m. for 8 o'clock. (Medals optional). Tickets
for Dinner 6s. each.
4

Random Jottings

M

AY 1 first pay tribute to Private Pannell for his
heroic action against great odds in the jungles of
Malaya, thereby adding fresh lustre to our
glorious motto, " Invicta." Such action is fully in accord
with the traditions of the Regt., and can be worthily
added to the roll of fame accumulated over the years. We
old timers are equally as proud of Pte. Pannell as his
serving comrades must undoubtedly be.
Next 1 would congratulate my old pal Hooky (Coach
man) Walker as the latest (and youngest) recruit to join
the select band who write M.S.M. after their signatures.
It would be a fine gesture if all those holding this decora
tion turned up for the Reunion at Maidstone in the
summer and if possible be photographed together. Many
of us would be delighted to meet Sgt. Wally Page, who
lives at Fulham, and is one of us thus honoured, so make
it a date Wally, if you are able.
Gardening—I note with some interest that some mem
bers of the Depot Sgts.' Mess have taken to the ancient
hobby of cultivating vegetable products, and at times
indulge in extravagant claims on the results of their efforts,
which sometimes makes me think they are inclined to draw
a long bow.
I also note the Orderly Room Q.M.S. of
the first Bn. has taken up floriculture in Malaya with, we
hope, satisfactory results. It would appear that Orderly
Room Sgts. are prone to the cult of the soil, as I, an
exO.R.S. of the 1st Bn., cultivated a vegetable plot at
Shaft Barracks, Dover, some 45 years ago, and aided by
liberal supplies of stable manure succeeded in raising some
excellent, crops.
Unfortunately I was not always able to reap what 1
had sown, as one summer while on Salisbury Plain
manoeuvres with the Bn. a raid was made on my crops,
and when 1 returned, discovered that a clean sweep had
been made on what 1 had looked forward to as a welcome
addition to the family board during the coming winter.
May I in conclusion wish all ranks of the Regiment,
both past and present, the best of luck during the ensuing
year.
MACKINTOSH.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

51

" I GREW TO HATE THAT SMILE ON HER FACE . . . "

THE

SANDS

JOHN APPLEBY writes the new Detective Story

A

LOT of men are cut out for marriage—indeed., the
great majority. I suppose. I want to be fair. But
there are exceptions, and I am one of them.
Not that I had anything against Ellen. She was a
fragile little thing, goodtempered and obedient, and, look
ing back, I think I must have married her in a fit of kind
ness. We had the house her mother left her, a small car
on which the firm paid running expenses, and a salary plus
commission that many people would consider decent.
Decent that is, until a year ago. As a bachelor I had
been able to live a civilised existence—nights out when I felt
like it, a cosy dinner for two, a change of company, a week
end by the sea. But marriage changed all that. In a few
months I found myself counting my cigarettes, and once
or twice when I was with the boys I had to duck a round
of drinks.
Not pleasant, especially for someone like me. I don't
believe in boasting, but I know what I am worth, and the
fact is there are not many more popular men on the road.
It may not be good form to say so, but you just can't help
knowing a thing like that.
If you happen to have personality there is no need to
throw money about in order to be liked, but you can't afford
to be mean. I am generous by nature, and having to count
the odd ten bob was irksome. One or two of the boys began
to kid me about the old ball and chain, and, though I
grinned, I didn't like it.
Now, when you have a problem you must face it
squarely, use logic on it. With a clear brain the answer was
not hard to find. It all came back to Ellen. Without her,
life had been good; no worries, a change when I wanted it—
freedom.
Against that, I now went home to supper and found
Ellen sitting like a mouse by the fire.
If I was detained
and came in after midnight there were sorrowful looks.
And when I did get home in good time Ellen didn't exactly
sparkle. She would talk timidly about a new coat or shoe
repairs or how the housekeeping had run away this week,
and how she was doing her best, but it was difficult. And
always with an apologetic smile.
I grew to hate that smile. Outright nagging would have
been better. And ahead of us were years and years of this
kind of thing. For a man like me, who loves freedom and
a bit of life, the thought was intolerable.
I couldn't desert her because I would have lost my job.
I certainly had no reason to divorce her, and never would
have; and she was not likely to divorce me.
So you see where my logic led me.
I dare say there are thousands of men in the position
1 was in but they do nothing about it. They haven't either
the guts or the brains, and let me tell you it needs both. I
know, because I did a lot of thinking.
I was not going to be clever. Anything complicated
takes a dangerous lot of arranging, and an involved story is
full of traps. The police are experts and I was a talented
amateur, so simplicity was the thing. When I had it worked
out it was very simple indeed.

My job helped me to find the right place, because I
move about a good deal, and in the end I found exactly
what I had in mind. I told Ellen we were going to Barlingsea
for our holidays, and she was very pleased.
Barlingsea is a depressing little place on the east coast
not used much by holidaymakers, an oasis of a town
surrounded by marshes. As an extra precaution against
company, I arranged my holiday for early in May and
prayed for one really fine day. This was essential.
We went down in the car and put up at an hotel, a
dingy place but the best they had in such a backwater. For
three days it rained and rained and my temper began to
wear thin.
And then the sun burst through as it can at that time
of year. At lunch I suggested we should go for a spin and
maybe a bathe, and Ellen agreed, with that irritating anxiety
to please.
We drove five miles up the coast and found the very
spot—she said so herself, which was nice of her. The road
was half a mile back from the shore and we could see for
miles in either direction. Not a soul in sight.
We undressed among the coarse grass of the dunes, and
Ellen advised me to wait a while because I had had a large
lunch. But of course I wouldn't. Unlike her I am a strong
swimmer, and I said I did not care for the thought of her
going in alone. Which was true enough.
We raced down to the wet sand and into the water. The
shock made us gasp, in spite of the warm sun, but it was
a tonic. I felt very happy, and when we were waist deep
I began to splash her—in fun, you understand. Then I
ducked her—in fun again—and she came up gasping and
squeaking.
Then I ducked her again, and this time held her there.
It did not take long.
When she was quite still I towed her out into deep
water and let go. She went down at once. The ebbing tide
would do the rest.
I swam back fast. This was the only anxious moment,
but it was all right. Except for a few wheeling gulls the
landscape was bare and empty.
And now I had to wait. I dressed and settled down
with a hillock of sand at my back and enjoyed the peace.
Tt was quite astonishing how peaceful I felt. Half an hour
later I got up, reversed the car, and drove back towards
Barlingsea.
The first person I met on the way was a policeman, a
big fat fellow trundling towards me on a bicycle.
I stopped so suddenly he nearly fell off. " The very
man I want," T gasped. " There's been an acccident. My
wife ..." The words tumbled out just as they should.
He looked doubtfully at his bicycle. " Never mind
that—jump in. We can be there in five minutes."
As I drove I told him. We had meant to bathe, but
I wanted my lunch to settle first.
My wife had gone in
alone, and after watching her for a few minutes, I must have
dozed in the sun. When I woke up she was nowhere to be
found.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
The constable was a slowwitted fellow. He said " Ah,"
and sucked his teeth. It seemed to me a little sympathy
would not have been out of place, but all he said was:
" What did you do, sir ? "
" Do ? " I shouted. " I thought it might be a joke and
she was hiding, but nothing happened. Then I did what
any man would have done—I changed as fast as I could
and went in. I must have dived a dozen times, but in all
that sea it was hopeless, quite hopeless. I came out, dried
myself quickly and dressed, and I was on my way to the
police station when I ran into you." I looked at him
anxiously. " Do you think there is any chance ? "
" Hard to say, sir. Tides round here are tricky, very
tricky. Is this the place ? "
I led him over the dunes. There were my wife's clothes
in a tidy heap, her dry towel beside them. A few yards away
was my own towel—damp—and my wet costume. I showed
him the dent in the sand where I had lain and rested.
Ponderously he took it all in and then gazed out to sea
as though he expected Ellen to rise like Venus from the
waves.
" If you'll just show me, sir

Patiently I led the

way to the beach. Ellen's footprints were sharp and
clear in the smooth sand and mine were parallel to them.
But only mine, of course, returned.
" How long was it, sir, before you went in to look for
her?"
" Half an hour by my watch."
" And she went in alone ? "
The man was an oaf. " I've explained that. If I had
gone with her it couldn't have happened."
" Yes, sir." He followed the tracks down the beach like
an overgrown bloodhound to the point where Ellen had
entered the water. Smooth and glistening the sand stretched
ahead for another hundred yards to where the water now
lapped.
" She went in here ? "
" That," I said, " is surely obvious." I was getting
angry.
His bovine features were puckered in massive thought.
Then he looked up at me in a new way.
Ellen's footprints came to an abrupt end. And so
did mine.
(World copyright reserved.

London Express Service.)

A few nightguard duties in Squire's woods'll help the meat ration—'Halt, who goes there?' No answer. Bang!
And down comes a pheasant."
London Express Service.
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THE REED PAPER GROUP

Wood pulp from Finland is unloaded at Aylesford Paper Mills.
This pulp is the raw material of paper.

T H E REED PAPER G R O U P includes:

AYLESFORD PAPER MILLS
TOVIL MILLS
THE LONDON PAPER MILLS CO. LTD.
THE MEDWAY CORRUGATED PAPER CO. LTD.
MEDWAY PAPER SACKS LTD.
BROOKCATE INDUSTRIES LTD.
THE SOUTHERN PAPER STOCK CO. LTD.

HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
Message to the Army
The following gracious message from Her Majesty The Queen has
been received by the Secretary of State for War:
"I wish, on succeeding to the throne, to address a message to
all ranks of my Armies, thanking them for the notable services which they
rendered to my beloved father during his reign and assuring them of my
confidence in their loyalty and efficiency.
My own service in the Auxiliary Territorial Service and my
personal association with individual regiments of United Kingdom and
Commonwealth Forces have given me some experience of the varied and
onerous tasks which they are called upon to discharge.
Devotion to duty, a goodhumoured acceptance of hardship when
necessary and the undefeatable endurance in adversity are characteristics of
the military forces which have brought us victory in war and security in
peace.
I know I can rely upon them to respond to any call upon their
allegiance with the same competence and enthusiasm with which they
served my father.
I shall always take a close, personal interest in all that concerns
their welfare and efficiency.
ft.

12th February, 1952."

The following is the text of the Secretary of State's reply to the
message from Her Majesty The Queen:
" Mr. Anthony Flead, with his humble duty, begs to offer on
behalf of the British Army their thanks for your Majesty's gracious message
which affords them great encouragement; and to assure your Majesty of
the readiness with whjch they will respond to any future calls upon their
loyalty and allegiance."
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Colonel-in-Chief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: Major-General W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANT-COLONELS
Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B.. M.C.
Talbot. D. E. B„ D.S.O., M.C.
Booth-Tucker, J. M. D.
Heygate, E. S., M.C.
Martyn, A., O.B.E.
Andrews, D. H.. M.C.
Jackson, L. F. W.
Elliott, G. G.. D.S.O.
Brooke, H. J. S., O.B.E. .
Hazelton, B. E„ D.S.O., M.C.
Fawcett, G. P.
Spurr, E. C
Stoneham, B. J. R.
Keenlyside, C. H.
Moss, R. E.
Fyler, A. R.
Buckle, P. C. M. . .
Flint, A. J. M.. M.B.E.
Crook, P. E„ O.B.E.
Read, M. R., M.C.
Butler, R.. M.B.E., M.C.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L., M.C.
Jackson, D. W.
Thomas R. C. W., O.B.E.
Bailey, J. D. B.
Archer, M. G. M.. M.C.
Rickcord, M. B.
Turner, P. R. H.
Dowse, R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H.
Faulkner, D. O.
Brock, J. H., T.D.
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring H. B. H.
Eason, J. A.. T.D.
Eigood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth. G. U., M.B.
Dover, V.. M.C. ..
Clarke, H. W.
White, R. K„
Willis, C. F., T.D.
Roper, I. H.. M.C.
Monckton, D., M.C., T.D
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman, E. G., M.C.,
Hunting K. M.
Burke, R. A.. M.C.
Henning, P.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmillan, H. A.
Blum, D. E.
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.
Abplanalp, V. C.
Osborne. E. C. S.
Shearburn. S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.
Clarke, C. S.
Campbell, D. P.
Nicholls, R. W. G
Dodson, K. ..
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R.
Scouller, J. A.
Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P.
Stock, P. R.

Appointments
R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
A.A.G., War Office.
MAJORS
(T/Lt.-Col.) Comd. E.A. Labour
Group, Nairobi.
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.-Col.) A.Q.M.G., G.H.Q.,
F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Lt.-Col.) A.Q.M.G. (Maint.)
H.Q., Malaya.
(T/Lt.-Col.) O.C. 4/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.-Col.) Comd. 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.-Col.) A.A.G., War Office.
O.C. West African Trg. Ctre., Accra.
2 i/c 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Standing President C.M., H.Q.,
H.C.D.
O.C. Depot, R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
(T/Lt.-Col.) A.Q.M.G., H.Q.,
Land Forces, Hong Kong.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Group Adj., H.C. Bde., Depot.
G.S. (W.) 1, War Office.
M.A., Paris.
(T/Lt.-Col.) 1 /Para. Regt.
G.S.O. II (Ops.), Commonwealth Div.
Melbourne, Australia.
G.S.O. 2, M.E.L.F., 17.
M.E. Centre, for Arab Studies.
Det. C.i.C's. Secretariat, B.A.O.R.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
G.S.O. 2 (Air) H.Q., Malaya.
Mons Offr. Cadet School.
Mons Offr. Cadet School.
Adjt., S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
CAPTAINS
Holdee Depot.
G.Ill, Northern Comd.
H.Q., 27 Inf. Bde.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
Adit., 1/R.W.K.
2/3(K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
1/Sierra Leone Regt., W.A.
Staff College, Camberley.
1/R.W.K.
Adjt. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt.,
T.A.
Min. of Supply.
Depot, R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
G.S.O. Ill Soumaldist.
O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
Att. C.O.D., Ashford.
1/R.W.K.
Grn. Adjt. Nairobi Sub-Area.
H.C. Bde.. Depot.
Eaton Hall, O.C. Sch.
Adit. 4/R.W.K.
1/Para. Regt.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
Depot Holdee.
H.Q. Inf. Bde., F.A.R.E.L.F.

LIEUTENANTS
(T/Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
Office of Chief of Staff G.H.Q.,
F.A.R.E.L.F.
Airborne Forces Depot.
1 /R.W.K.
S.C., Soumaldist.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.
Adjt. Depot.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.
1/R.W.K.

Leigh, P. S.
Howlett, G. H. W.
Craven, C. E.

2nd LIEUTENANTS
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.

Pond, B. A„ M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E.. M.M.
Blake, A. G.. M.B.E.

QUARTERMASTERS
(Maj.) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
(Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS

Appointments
(T/Lt.-Col.)) D.P.M.
D.P.M. (S.I.B.)
(S." " " G.H.O.,
M.E.L.F.
P.R.S., H.Q., M.E.L.F.

Names
Thrift. K. G., O.B.E.
Allen, R. H. D.. M.C.. T.D.

CAPTAINS
Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Regt.
P. & E.E. Pendine.
2/3 (K.), K.A.R., East Africa.
Adjt. Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin.
H.Q., S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
H.Q., B.E.T.F.O.R.
S/Capt. A.G.3 (a) War Office.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
2 Trg. Bn. (Sup.) R.A.S.C.
Ass. Camp Comdt., B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
S/Capt. E.A. District.
B.A.O.R., 4.
H.Q. Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
14 Bn. R.A.O.C.
(T./Maj.) A.S.P.T.

Trumper, J. M. S. W
Thornton, A. S.
Russell, H. C.. M.C., D.C.M.
Marsh, H. W.
De Havilland, V. ..
Miller, D. S.
Douris, I. A.
Bell, T. D
Desmond, M. F. ..
Mugford, N. D.
Huckle, G. S.
Fitzpatrick, J. N. . .
Brooks-Harrington, E. W.
Mannering, L. A. . .
Carr, A. S. A.
Gibbons, A.
...
Mott, D. H„ M.M.
Jones, F. J.
Duffield, G.
...
Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, "A. P. ..
McDowell, P. B
Ellwood, k. S
Allberry, R. F.
Beaumont, S. H.

LIEUTENANTS
4/Malay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) A.P.I.U. (U.K.).
Wessex G.T.C.
101 Pro. Coy. R.M.P., B.A.O.R.
(2/Lt.) 1/R.W.K.
Nigeria Regt., W.A.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(2/Lt.) att. East Surrey Regt.
1/R.W.K.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
6th (TT) Bn. K.A.R.

Davis, B.A.
Dinsdale, J. W.
Allen, W. D.
Marshall, E. J.
Trevett, A. F.
Whitewood, V. F.
Crump, E. D.
Gray, M. H.
Woolstencroft, D. H.
Wood, W. R.
Elwell, H. C.
Thatcher, F. W.
Hatt, P. R

QUARTERMASTERS
Watts, A. E., M.B.E., T.D.
..
Camp Commdt., H.C.D.
Cook, E. S.
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
Hunt, W. G.
4th Bn. Malay Regt.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash, W., M.B.E., T.D.
Jackson, L. F. W.

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
C.O.

MAJORS
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Stocker, J. D., M.C., T.D.
Coath, T. C.

Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Bird, C. W. L„ T.D.
Coombes, A. H., T.D.

CAPTAINS
Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J,
Bobby, J.

Blum, D. E., Adjt.
Ford, A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.
Calver-Jones, J.
Hall, P. R.
Newman, B. J.
Pennells, H. D. A.
Baker, L. B. C.
Clemence, M. J.

LIEUTENANTS
Lovell, F. W.
McCormack, J. D.
Nash, W. M. K.
2nd LIEUTENANTS
Duggan, H. R.
QUARTERMASTER

Blake, A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.

National Service Officers
Maclay, J. N. (Lt.).
Hatwell, A. B. (2/Lt.).
Taggart, M. (2/Lt.).
Robson, T. R. J. (2/Lt.).
Bracewell-Milnes, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Ferguson, H. A. L. (2/Lt.).
Snell, H. B. (2/Lt.).

Hawkins, H. C. A. (2/Lt.).
Evans, C. M. (2/Lt.).
White, D. R. (2/Lt.).
Thwaites, N. C. (2/Lt.).
Ogildie, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Coleman, J. S. (2/Lt.)
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^Editorial

E

VERY effort is made to produce "The Queen's Own
Gazette" by about the middle of each month; this
can only be achieved if all correspondence is
received by the 20th of the month preceding publication.
Owing to the restrictions on paper, it is requested that
all items for publication should be restricted to approxim
ately 750 words; this does not of course apply to special
articles. It is a great help to the printers if correspondence
is written or typed on one side of the paper only.
As far as possible repetition should be avoided and
only items of general interest included. For example the
minutes of meetings are of no interest to the majority
of subscribers.
*

*

*

Our thanks are due to all those subscribers who so
kindly answered our appeal for back copies of " The
Queen's Own Gazette."
We have also received a few books which will be sent
to the 1st Bn. in due course.
*

*

*

Bertrand Stewart Prize Essay Competition, 1952
The subject for this year's competition is as follows: —
" During the last war a number of unorthodox units
were raised for special operations. They included Special
Air Service Units, the Long Range Desert Group and the
Long Range Penetration Group (Wingate Expedition).
Discuss the use of these small forces and the value you
consider was obtained from their use. Do you consider
that such forces will be useful in the future, and if so
discuss the type of operations on which you consider they
might be usefully employed either in NorthWest Europe
or in Middle East territories'?"
The rules for this competition are contained in the
July, 1951, and October, 1951, editions of The Army
Quarterly and A.C.I. 894 of 1951.
*

*

*

Reunions
4th Battalion
At the Drill Hall, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge, on
Saturday, 5th April, 1952.
Cost of tickets, including tea and supper, 6/. Apply to
The Secretary,
Reunion 4th Bn., The Queen's Own R.W. Kent Regt.,
Drill Hall, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
7th Battalion
Dinner at the Woodlands Hotel, Gravesend, on
Saturday, 3rd May, 1952, at 7 p.m. Cost of tickets, 10/6.
Apply to—
Mr. E. E. Hills,
4, St. Aidan's Way, Gravesend.
Maidstone Branch Dinner and Dance
At the Barracks, Maidstone, on Friday, 21st March,
1952, at 7.30 p.m. Cost of tickets, 6/. Apply to—
Hon. Secretary, Maidstone Branch,
Depot, The Queen's Own R.W. Kent Regt.,
The Barracks, Maidstone.

Home Counties Brigade Golf Meeting, 1952
The 1952 Home Counties Brigade Golf Meeting will
be held at: —
Hendon Golf Club, Holders Hill Road, Hendon, N.W.4.
on Thursday, 24th April. 1952, beginning at 10 a.m.
Any Officer who has held any type of commission in
any Regiment of The Home Counties Brigade may enter.
Further details may be obtained from: —
Officer Commanding, Regimental Depot,
The Barracks, Maidstone.
4

Social and Personal

V

ISITORS: —
The following have signed the Colonel of the
Regiment's calling book at Regimental Head
quarters since we last went to press: —
Capt. V. C. Abplanalp, Lt.Col. A. Howe, Capt.
H. R. H. F. Irwin, 2/Lt. D. C. D. Reoch, Lt. F. W.
Thatcher, Maj. R. E. Moss.
Of the above, Capt. Abplanip has been granted a
Regular Army Commission in the rank of Lt., and is due
for early posting to 1st Bn. Lt.Col. A. Howe is so well
known that comment is unnecessary.
Capt. Irwin has
rejoined from the Regular Army Reserve of Officers, and
is at present a Depot Holdee awaiting posting.
2/Lt.
Reoch has just come home from service in Malaya with
the 1st Bn., on fulfilling part of his National Service com
mitment.
Lt. Thatcher has rejoined the Colours on a
Short Service Regular Commission, and is now at the
Depot as a Holdee. Maj. R. Moss has just returned from
a tour of duty in Tanganyika; he is at the moment on a
well earned leave and will in due course succeed Maj.
C. H. Keenlyside in command of the Depot.
*

*

*

*

We heartily congratulate Lt.Col. A. Martyn on his
promotion to Substantive Lt.Col.
*

*

*

*

Lt. A. J. Curry, who has been doing herculean work on
the Square and in the Mess at the Depot has, much to
our regret, left us to continue his work in civil life. Our
good wishes go with him.
*

*

*

Lt.Col. " Bill" Heygate, writing from B.A.O.R. 3,
informs us that he is nearing the end of his tour of duty
on the Rhine and expects to take up another post in the
Middle East shortly.
*

*

*

*

A recent visitor to Headquarters was Mr. H. G.
Snoad, whom many Regulars and Territorials will remember
as C.S.M. Snoad. He is now in the Stats. Branch at Eastern
Command as a Civil Servant.
*

*

*

*

Joe Wright, Chatham Branch Past and Present Rep
resentative also dropped in to see us.
*

*

*

Capt. E. G. Woodman informs us thai his address as
from 1st April will be: —
GSO 2 (Infantry).
B.A.O.R. 1.
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Under the police mutual aid
scheme, Mr. R. C. M. Jenkins, deputy
chief constable of Kent, is to be acting
chief constable of Newport, Mon
mouthshire, until a permanent chief has
been appointed.
The arrangement is of a tem
porary character only, for Mr. Jenkins'
present rank is senior to that which he
is assuming for the time being.
He is of course well known to
many members of " The Queen's
Own " Past and Present Association.
*

*

*

We have heard from " Pat" Eigood, who has taken
the trouble to send us a cutting from " The China Mail,"
devoted to the winning of the Colony Squash Title in
three straight sets 9—3, 9—2, 10—8 by Lt. Col. A. R.
Fyler.
Unfortunately we arc unable to publish a full account
of the match owing to restrictions on space.
*

*

*

*

We are also fortunate in being able
to reproduce a picture of another well
known and respected " Bobby "—Sgt.
A. J. Hickmott (also an exmember of
The Queen's Own) who has retired
recently from the Kent County Con
stabulary after 30 years service.
He
served with the 7th and 10th Bns. during
the 1st World War.
We extend to him our best wishes
l'or a happy retirement.
*
*
*
*
Maj. "Bertie" Pond has had a letter from exCpl.
Gazzard exlst and 2nd Bns., who is anxious to get into
contact with ex6340951 Pte. J. Hunter, with whom he
served for 7 years in India. Can anyone help?
*

*

*

*

We heartily congratulate Maj. Dc S. H. LewisBarned
on being selected to contest Maidstone West in the coming
County Council election.
*

*

*

As we go to press we hear that Q.M.S.(O.R.S.) " Alf"
Waterman of the Depot has been admitted to hospital with
pneumonia. It is exceeding bad luck as he will now miss
the Maidstone Branch Dinner, for which he is largely
responsible.
We all wish him a speedy recovery.


CONTEMPORARIES
The Editor acknowledges with thanks, receipt of the
following Regimental Journals:—
The Dragon, The Globe and Laurel, The Tank, The
Sapper, The Snapper, St. George's Gazette, The
R.A.O.C. Journal, The R.A.S.C. Journal, The Royal
Engineers' Journal.

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM

LONDON

GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY

Lt.Col. C. A. de B. Brouniie, M.C. (39415), on completion
of period of service in command, remains on full pay
(Superny.), 22nd February, 1952.
Capt. Victor Charles Abplanalp (327970), from Short
Service Commission, to be Lt., 5th March, 1952, with
seniority 9th November, 1946.
Lt. V. C. Abplanalp (327970) to be Capt., 5th March, 1952,
with seniority 9th May, 1951.
Lt. E. C. S. Osborne (308442) to be Capt., 7th March, 1952.
SHORT SERVICE REGULAR COMMISSIONS

Lt. Frank William Thatcher (258693), from Emergency
Commission, to be Lt., 1st February, 1952, with
seniority, 29th January, 1950.
Lt. A. P. Mansfield (330724) to be Capt., 1st February,
1952.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS

Lt. J. R. King (357260), relinquished Commission 13th
February, 1952, and is granted the lion, rank of Lt.
Lt. C. K. Rooke (180273), relinquished his Commission
6th February, 1952, and is granted the hon. rank of
Capt.
22071293, Cadet John Michael Howard (429922), to be 2nd
Lt., 22nd April, 1950. (Substituted for notification in
Gazette (Supplement), dated 30th June, 1950, under
National Service List.)
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OF FICERS

Maj. H. O. Lovell (20748), having attained the age limit
of liability to recall, ceases to belong to the Reserve
of Officers, 7th February, 1952, and is granted the
hon. rank of Lt.Col.
Lt. (War Subs. Maj.) H. O. Lovell (20748), to be Maj., 1st
January, 1949.
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) Hamlyn Richard Hubert Frederick
Irwin, D.F.C. (380354), from Special List (exIndian
Army) retired, to be Capt., 27th February, 1952,
retaining the hon. rank of Maj.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

Lt. John Desmond McCormack (368850), from Emer
gency Commission, to be Lt., 10th September, 1951,
with seniority, 7th January, 1950.
EFFICIENCY MEDAL (TERRITORIAL)

Lt. (Q.M.) J. C. Breaden (279182), awarded the 1st Clasp
to the Efficiency Medal (Territorial).
J



Situations Vacant
StoremanClerk (mostly storeman).—The 4th Bn. has
a vacancy for a storemanclerk to work in the Quarter
master's Department at Tonbridge.
Wages approximately £5 5s. Od. clear.
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

R

EFERENCE the photograph in this issue of the Bay
marked " Peninsular and Crimea."
Owing to the awkward angle at which the
picture was taken, it is most difficult to appreciate in full
the historical significance which attaches itself to the
articles on exhibition.
The Regt. was cradled in the
history portrayed in this bay.
In several glass fronted cases we have acquired a
very fine collection of old uniforms indicative of the period
covered: to wit—a Captain's uniform, 50th Foot; two
tunics worn in the Crimea; two sabretaches and a red
coatee. The latter is an exceptionally fine exhibit, bear
ing, as it does, on the tails, the Royal Cypher of the
period.
On the walls are the Colours of 1809, "The Corunna
Colours," and Colours of the 97th 18111818.
A glass case contains the belt and sword scabbard
worn at Corunna by Major—afterwards General—Sir
Charles Napier.

of badges, buckles and breast plates worn by the 50th
and 97th, in addition to a brass tray brought home from
Sevastopol, and a series of very interesting documents,
circa 1750.
To sum up, I consider that this bay does much to
make us realise with pride, the achievements and exploits
which in a sense represent the first rounds of a series of
conflicts lasting for close on two centuries, and which
keeps the honour and glory of our Regiment ever before
our eyes.
4

LETTER

TO

THE

REGIMENT

28, Avenue de la Sapiniere,
VCCLE, BRUSSELS,
February 11th, 1952
Sir,
May I, as a former commander of the 3rd Belgian
Company which was attached to the 6th Battalion The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment in 1941, convey
my deepest sorrow and profound sympathy on the heavy
loss which your Country, the Commonwealth and Empire,
and the whole free world, have suffered on the death of
H.M. King George Sixth.
Having had the privilege to serve in Great Britain in
the dark hours of 1940 and with the British Army until
final victory, I know all that my country owes to yours.
On behalf of the Officers and Men who served with
the 3rd Belgian Company. 1 beg you to convey to the
Officers and Men of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment our deepest sympathy.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
J. S. BLOCH, M.B.E.,
Capt. (reserve).
4-

DEATHS

Suspended from the ceiling can be seen the French
Colour captured at Bastia by the 50th in 1794.
Oil paintings of two famous Colonels—Harrison and
Hamilton—adorn the walls. (These pictures graced the
walls of the Officers' Messes of the 1st and 2nd Bns. for
many years before finding a lasting and fitting home in
their present surroundings.)
Further 'to the above, the bay includes a collection

lt is with deep regret that we have to record the
following deaths: —
BILBY.—At his home at 13, Owen House, Bronze Street
Estate, Deptford, on 11th February, 1952, Mr. J.
Bilby, late Sgt. (653790).
MOSELING.—On 25th February, 1952, at Blackheath,
Mr. H. A. Moseling, late R.W.K.
GULLIVER.—At his home at 22, Blenheim Avenue,
Chatham on 21st February, 1952, Mr. Ernest Gulliver,
late R.W.K.
COOPER.—In Married Quarters, The Barracks, Maidstone,
on 8th February, 1952, Child Robert William, son
' of No. 22221944 Pte. W. Cooper, now serving with
1st Bn. in Malaya.
ROBERTSON.—At the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, on 3rd
February, 1952, exC/Sgt. J. T. Robertson, In
Pensioner, late R.W.K.
MOREY.—At his home at Whitfield, Dover, on 20th Jan
uary, 1952, Mr. George Morey, late 6347266, Sgt.
R.W.K.
We extend our sympathy to the relatives of all the
above deceased.
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KENT TOMMIES TO BE HEARD ON RADIO

1
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WHITLOCK:

HE daily life of the thousands of
young soldiers being trained in
Kent is to be the subject of a
B.B.C. feature programme in March.
Famous war correspondent Edward
Ward has spent two days making record
ings at national service infantry training
depots in Maidstone and Canterbury.
Home from Korea and Malaya,
Mr. Ward was so impressed by the
qualities of national service men fight
ing on these fronts, that he persuaded the
War Office to allow him to tour the
Kent depots where many of these young
STERS ARE
D

"AINED'

J

U

Recordings made at the Regimental
Depot of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
Maidstone, and in Wemyss Barracks, Canterbury, head
quarters of the Home Counties Brigade Depot, will be
heard in the series " Reporting Personally."
The feature will last for half an hour, and has been
provisionally earmarked for broadcasting in the Light
Programme on the evening of March 25th.
TOUR OF DEPOT

Mr. Ward, accompanied by the B.B.C.'s Mr. John
Bridges, a former Warrant Officer in the Grenadier Guards,
toured the Maidstone Depot on Tuesday with Maj. C. H.
Keenlyside, Officer Commanding
Here, national service recruits undergo their first six
weeks' basic training.
The B.B.C. party covered various phases in the
youngsters' daily lives, and recorded opinions on Army
life from a number of the embryo soldiers.

At Canterbury on Wednesday morning, their port
able tape recording apparatus was set up on the balcony
of the Officers' Mess for the rehearsal of today's passing
out parade.
The new type hypersensitive microphone picked up
the chirruping of the birds in the trees, to form a back
ground to the rhythm of marching feet, and martial music
of the band, and the stentorian commands of Coy. Sgt.
Maj. Charles Whitlock.
Sgt.Maj. (" The Voice ") Whitlock. whose home is in
Boundary Road, Chatham, has served in The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment for 19 years.
In No. 3 Coy. Office, he later listened to a playback of
the parade recording.
FOR THEIR OWN GOOD

" We have to put them through their paces," he told
a reporter, slightly apologetically
" But it's for their own benefit.
" The present Intake are a fine lot of kids. They're
right up to standard, all good 'uns, and all tryers."
Infantrymen destined for the Middle East spend four
weeks at Canterbury. Those for the Far East (Malaya and
Korea) undergo a ten weeks' tougheningup course.
Recordings of bayonet and brengun practice, under
Sgt. M. Roberts and Cpl. D. Adam, respectively, were
made at Canterbubry.
Maj. " Dickie " Dowse, No. 4 Coy. Commander, who
has recently returned from Korea, picked out four young
sters for microphone interviews with Mr. Ward.
The four are: Rodney Fisher, 19, of Cranbrook;
Peter Smith, 18, of Sidcup; Paul Corfe, 19, of West Peck
ham, near Maidstone; and Dave Alderson,21, of Hersden.
near Canterbury.

Cpl. Adam, on right, giving instruction in firing the bren gun. The civilian is Mr. John
Bridges, of the B.B.C. The microphone is protected from the wind by his overcoat.

Kent Messenger
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: News from
I St

BATTALION

T

HE past month has
been a fairly quiet
one for the Bn.
Our score of
bandits
mounted again and now
stands at 41. This month
we welcome Capt. Roper
and 2/Lts. Smith and
Elwell to the Bn, and also
another draft 20 strong
who are training under
2/Lt. Leigh. One of the
members of this draft is
Cpl. Atkins who only left
the Bn. on Python six
months ago.
He has
shocked
and
amazed
everyone by volunteering
to come overseas again
12 months before he need
have done.
The Bn.
Rugby 7 made a good
start in the Selangor
sevenaside competition,
winning their first match against the Malaya Signal Regt.
by 26 points to 0.
We congratulate Cpl. Arnold on
coming third in the Selangor Cross Country Championships
and Maj. Crook and 2/Lt. Taylor on again being chosen
to represent the Army in Malaya at hockey.
STOP PRESS.—Bandit total has risen to 46 within the
last 24 hours.

" A " COMPANY
With all the festivities of Xmas, New Year and
Weddings over, the last month has been relatively quiet,
and even the bandits have taken a little time off for Chinese
New Year. Patrolling has been fairly limited, but at
long last we have managed to obtain news of the notorious
bandit 8 PI. They were reasonably reliably reported to
be in a certain area, and as a result a Bn. operation was
mounted and new methods adopted to bring the bandits
to battle. The operation lasted for 21 days and although
it was pretty strenuous for those who were " bashing," it
was in effect a success, as we contacted them on three
occasions, although the contacts were very difficult and
fleeting ones and we did not succeed in getting another
kill. One bandit took several involuntary somersaults as
a result of Sgt. King taking a few shots at him, and so
we can claim that we wounded one of them. 1 PI. had
quite an entertaining fire fight
with three of them, but
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Battalions :
were also unlucky not to kill any. However, we now have
an idea of where they are hanging out, and it is reasonable
to suppose that either " C " Coy. or ourselves will inflict
a degree of revenge for the Ulu Caledonian ambush in
the near future.
At considerable expense we have purchased some
sports kit out of the funds accumulated while we were in
Trolak, and our football team now think that they may
be able to frighten our opponents with the vivid red of
their shirts. We have also raised a team for the forthcoming
Bn. Boxing Competition, and they are now doing a cer
tain amount of training under the supervision of 2/Lt.
Smith and Cpl. Walker, and although we do not profess to
be experts in the noble sport, we wish them good luck
when the competition starts and congratulate them for
turning out. There has also been quite a lot of volley
ball played in between patrols.
We welcome Capt. Roper and 2/Lt. Smith to the
Coy., and also Ptes. Broad, Neal and Foreman, who arrived
with the last draft, and the latter was lucky enough to
have a glimpse of the enemy on his first patrol. Maj. Flint
has returned from his honeymoon and is apparently none
the worse for it. We hear the occasional caustic comment
on the " joys" of being a grass widower, but marriage
does not seem to have got him down yet. Lts. Beale and
Woolstencroft are still languishing in hospital, but rumour
has it that they are returning to the Bn. in the very near
future.
We unfortunately lose " Fitzroy Pole " to Bn.
H.Q., where he is to act as Intelligence Officer until Lt.
Stock returns from the U.K. We wish him luck in his
new job. We also hear that Lt. Woolstencroft's applica
tion for a Regular Commission has at last been sent off
to England, and so he may go home in the near future
for a short break.
C.S.M. Tidy has been sent into
hospital with an outsize carbuncle on his neck, and we
hear that he has been operated on and we hope that the
noble neck will soon recover and that he will at last
be persuaded to take a little leave to find out whether
there really is any sea at Port Dickson (apologies to the
O.R.Q.M.S.).
Next month we hope to be able to record that we
have despatched some of 8 PI. to a better world, and
that we have regained the lead in the Bandit Stakes from
" D " Coy., who wrested it from us in their recent excel
lent exploits on Leonardo Estate, for which we congratulate
them most heartily. In the meantime the normal activi
ties of a Coy. in Malaya will no doubt continue.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G„"
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.
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" B " COMPANY
It is with great regret that we have to say goodbye
to Lt.Col. Martyn, O.B.E., who has now moved to his
new post in Singapore as A.Q.M.G. (Works) after com
manding the Bn. for three years; at the same time we
welcomed the arrival of Lt.Col. Elliott, D.S.O., who has
taken over command of the Bn.
It was only in June that C.Q.M.S. Boorer (now W.O.
Class II) took over the most arduous administrative duties
in the Coy. and it seems very hard to have to lose such
an able man, so soon.
However, we offer him our
sincerest congratulations on his new promotion and suc
cess in his new responsibility as C.S.M. of H.Q. Coy.
Further we wish to congratulate L/Cpls. Cole,
Garraty, Hignett and Strudwick on their promotion to
Cpl., and Ptes. Miller, Lawrence, Singleton and Haslam
on their promotion to L/Cpl.
As a direct result of our hard work during the last
month, the Coy. had its first success at Trolak by captur
ing Perumal, a Tamil bandit.
It seems that he found
the jungle a little too hot for him and decided to retire
to the sanctuary of Lima Bias, where he was arrested
during a cordon and search operation. However, despite
much sweat and exertion we have had no further contact
though we can report that the trains have been running
smoothly throughout the month.
On the 26th of January the Coy. launched a bigger
and more ambitious Concert for the entertainment of all.
Thanks to the hard work of each performer and the
excellent props and stage produced for us by Mr. Brown,
it proved to be a brilliant and most exhilerating show.
It seems almost irrelevant to report that Cpl. now Sgt
Tutt was magnificent, but hardly inferior in excellence
were his partners in comedy, Cpl. Garraty, L/Cpl. Single
ton's one man band, and the seductiveness of Sgt. Pluck.
Well done indeed.
No less than six boxers from " B " Coy. reached the
finals of the Bn. Competition They were L/Cpls. Miller,
Hignett and Read, and Ptes. Carr, Ralph and Bradley. We
congratulate L/Cpl. Read and Pte. Carr on their victories,
Pte. Ralph was defeated by the narrowest of narrow
margins and L/Cpl. Miller barely lost in what was un
doubtedly the best fight of the evening.
In the field of sport we have again taken the field
against our friends from Lima Bias and the result of the
last contest was three goals each way. Pte. Armstrong,
who was responsible for the score, is a very welcome
addition to our team.
We were also honoured by a visit from " A" Coy.
of the Gordons, but again the result was a draw, with
both teams scoring twice.

" C " COMPANY
Having recovered from the festivities of the holiday
season described in our notes of last month, we got back
into our stride in time for the Chinese New Year. There
were hopes that with luck we should catch some of our
enemies napping, or at least " in their cups." So for that
period, ambushes were the order of the day or rather
night, and the whole Coy. took turns to haunt the low
dives of the vicinity. Unfortunately we didn't meet, and
were unable to wish them a Happy Chinese New Year.

Just recently a large operation was mounted in the
North of the area, with very good results. Though the
Coy. saw nothing but mosquitos and fireflies, " A " Coy.
were unfortunate not to increase the Bn. score.
At last the Sgt.Major's and Sgt. Smith's wives have
arrived, and as we laboriously type these notes are on
leave to collect and settle in their families. Meanwhile
the overworked C/Sgt. is being even more overworked
by adding the legislative duties (Orders, Shun! Quick
March!) to his own, and the Coy. clerk, Pte. Batchelor
from Sevenoaks, threatened to go on strike unless he
received a C.S.M.'s pay; as yet he is unpacified.
We were very glad to welcome 2/Lt. Hugh El well to
the Coy. from England, and also Cpl. Leprince back from
K.K.B. with eight of the draft which he trained. Pte
Hodsdon from Bromley has settled himself into Coy. H.Q.,
Ptes. Beeton of Greenwich and Manktelovv of Speldhurst
and Houghton of Erith have strengthened No. 7 PI., Pte.
Ragg from Greenford and Pte. Lewis from Hounslow
have gone to No. 8 PI., leaving Pte. Jackson of Bromley
and Pte. Doherty of Plumstead Common with No. 9 PI.
We were sorry to lose Pte. Russell to the M.T., but welcome
in his place Pte. " Nutter" Davis from H.Q. Coy., and
also from H.Q. Coy. Pte. Pemberton of Plumstead.
Though on the debit side we're losing three of our most
faithful soldiers in Ptes. Dudley, Cottee and Richardson to
that place one speaks of in awe—Civvy Street—we extend
our sympathy.
Also L/Cpl. Cooke, R.A.M.C., of the
M.I. Room has left us for Cheshire, in his place we wel
come Pte. Rolls, R.A.M.C.
There have been several games on the Padang against
Rawang, Rawang Tim, Rawang Youth and Rawang
Malays, who all seem to field the same players each time,
though the Coy. took the opportunity of " blooding " new
players for the big event.
This was the long awaited
match against " B " Coy. Cameronians, who are champions
of their Bn. The game developed into a typical Anglo
Scottish duel, and the " Jocks " despite being a man short
after half time, won an excellent and enjoyable match by
three goals to two. The return match has, however, been
postponed owing to the sad death of His Majesty, as
have several other games which had been arranged.
In short, a quiet month in which we were fully
occupied with the routine work of maintaining law and
order in our little bit of Malaya—not unsuccessfully, but
with little of note to record, except for the arrival of
our new Colonel, to whom we extend a hearty welcome.
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Loose Road, Maidstone.
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Maidstone 3020
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ARMY AGENTS SINCE 1758

Why
your
help
is needed . . .
Youii may think it is unbelievable that
there are still many cases of great hardship
among exsoldiers and their dependants that
cannot be helped by official schemes of
relief, but it is a true fact.
The Army Benevolent Fund is the
parent body of all regimental charities and
provides financial aid to those charities
which give personal attention to individual
cases in need and cases of real hardship
where it is impossible to raise life above a
bare restricted existence.
Your help is badly needed because
the calls on this Fund are increasing
considerably.
Please give all you can afford as a token
of gratitude to the men who gave so much
for you.

SUPPORT THE

ARMY BENEVOLENT
FUND
Patron: H.M. THE KING
 Donations may be sent to The President, The Army
Benevolent Fund, 20 Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.I
or paid into any Bank in Great Britain or N. Ireland.
Registered Under The War Charities Act, 1940.

This space donated by W. Nash Ltd., St. Pauls Cray, Kent

O

FFICERS of the British

Army have been

banking with Cox & Co. since 1758 — the

year in which Mr. Richard Cox was appointed
Army Agent by Field Marshal Lord Ligonier —
and Cox & Co. have also been Official Agents to
the Royal Air Force since its inception.
Lloyds Bank absorbed this historical connection
in 1923 and the modern Banking Service now
provided still preserves the tradition of individual
attention to customers' needs.

LLOYDS BANK
L I M I T E D

Cox's & King's Branch,
6 Pall Mall, S.W.I
OFFICIAL ARMY
AND ROYAL AIR FORCE AGENTS
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" D " COMPANY
On the 29th January, " D " Coy. returned to K.K.B.
as Reserve Coy. Since the middle of August, when the
Coy. first went on Detachment, we have killed 13 bandits
and captured one other. At the time of going to press
this stands as the highest Coy. total in the Bn. The last
contact was made at Tanjong Malim, on the 22nd January,
when a section of 11 PI. contacted 15 bandits and, in
the ensuing fight, killed three of the enemy and wounded
two others.
Support Coy. has now taken over the Camp at Ulu
Bernam.
Back at Bn. H.Q., Standby Duties, Guards and Train
ing make up the greater part of our activities. For the
purposes of Draft Training, 2/Lt. Leigh has been attached
to the Coy., and in the absence of Maj. Upton, Collecting
his family from Singapore, Capt. Campbell has taken over
the Coy. for this month.
The C.S.M. too, has finally
gone on a well earned leave. Our congratulations go to
Mrs. Philip, wife of Sgt. B. J. Philip, on the birth of a
daughter on the 16th January.
It is thought that the forthcoming boxing competition
explains why C/Sgt. Sawyers is becoming so tightfisted
nowadays!

SUPPORT COMPANY
COY. H.Q.
Since our last contribution we have moved from the
comfort of K.K.B. to the rougher, if any, comforts of
Ulu Bernam. The Coy. order of battle is: —
Coy. Comd.—Maj. P. C. M. Buckle.
Coy. 2/i.e.—Capt. J. S. Fletcher.
C.S.M.—C.S.M. R. Nichols.
C.Q.M.S.—C/Sgt. H. Ingleby.
M.M.G. PI. Comd.—Sgt. F. Bradshaw.
A/Tk. PI. Comd.—Lt. P. Goodwin.
A/Pnr. PI. Comd.—Sgt. R. Barton.
Mor. PI. Comd.—Sgt. G. Parker.
The Coy. patrol map shows a considerable area
covered, which for the short period we have been here
shows that all Pis. have been busy getting acqainted with
the area. We are still waiting for the information which
will increase our score.
We congratulate Cpl. Tutt on his promotion to Sgt.
We hope that Cpl. Blake and Cpl. Mead enjoy their course
in the U.K., and return full of vim and vigour.
The Coy. topic of conversation at present is when will
the C/Sgt. be relieved, and has his boat been built yet?
The laugh is on Pte. Apps this month, when on
attempting to stalk a " Brain fever bird " with the O.C., he
took a bead on a " crow pheasant" and promptly shot
a tree stump! !
M.M.G." PLATOON

For this month's news we have a new area to write
from. Since last month we have relieved " D " Coy. In
this camp we are getting on swimmingly, maybe because
there are no monsoon ditches and the tents have holes
in.
An old face showed up in the PI. recently, on a
second look it proved to be L/Cpl. Laming, returned from
the U.K. Just to see if he had remembered the ways of

jungle craft, he was promptly taken on a patrol. Since
then the M.O. has had a new patient! With the coming
of L/Cpl. Laming we said " farewell " and good luck (for
a period) to Cpl. Blake, homeward bound on a course.
Another face that showed up, in fact it gleamed owing to
being tucked away in the Coy. Stores, was that of Pte.
Hegarty. After six months of being tucked away in the
dark he is now trying to get a manly tan again. A few
questions asked amongst us are (i) Who is going to be
the second Mr. Tanjong Malim? (ii) Who can cook the
best curry?.
Capt. Fletcher has left us to take over 2/i.e. of the
Coy. We now see him following the C/Sgt. with pieces
of paper instead of the PI. Sgt. We are glad though that
" Fred " still remains faithful to us.
NUFF said for this month.
ASLT/PNR PLATOON
Camping time is here again and once again we have
drawn compo rations and crept away to the outposts of
the Empire for a sample of life in the raw. Needless to
say, although we were supposed to have moved into a
ready made camp there were a few jobs to be done.
Shifting the camp was one, building a new N.A.A.F.I. was
another, and the call for real skill came when we had to
put insides of tents up without taking the outsides down.
Capt. Fletcher took command of this operation and could
be seen at almost any time of the day hanging from sky
hooks buckling and tieing numerous straps and ropes.
Now that all jobs are completed life is more bearable.
Pte. Holland is very upset because the C/Sgt. will not
issue parachutes. He says the S.A.S. has nothing on our
PI. for flying high.
During the short time here we have found two bandit
camps and two bandit sleeping places.
Cpl. Gordon has been appointed Coy hot water boy
for the shower baths and can be seen at shower time
religiously pumping away at his Heath Robinson hot water
maker, with a toothless grin on his face.
The new Commanding Officer visited us recently and
wanted to know why Ebans were sleeping with the men.
A few whispered words into the C.O.s ear by the Coy.
Comd. earned Pte. Love an apology!
Quite a few of our stalwarts will be leaving us shortly
for the land of austerity and demob. I don't say they are
demob happy, but there arc great sessions of chanting
" Five weeks to do." L/Cpl. Berry is the first to go, and
sorry we will be to lose him, he has done good work since
he has been with us, and would have gone a long way.
It's not too late to sign on Eric! !
Good news came our way the other day when we
were informed that one of our number has secured him
self a base job as Bn. signwriter. Good luck Coburn.
Better news came our way only yesterday when we
were once again informed that another of our members
had a base job coming soon, namely Sgt. Barton, who
takes over Officers' Mess Sgt.
With cries of " 'O ' Group, Stand By," " Start up " and
other familiar cries we must end this epistle, and bash on
until next month, when we will be on the air again.
We send best wishes to all past and present members of
the Regt. wherever they may be.
" Holdfast."
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A/TK. PLATOON

Well folks, we're on detachment again.
It hasn't
taken us long to get the rust off the " Kerling " picks and
shovels, but nevertheless we do go into the jungle. On
one of the Section's last patrols we went through a swamp,
with the exception of the Coy.'s " Billy (Pte. Gray) Bunter,"
who went under it!
He somehow managed to fall off
two logs. The crash was like an exploding bomb, and
on reaching him we thought it was the Queen Mary keeling
over. The other Section, whilst crossing a river, nearly
lost L/Cpl. Wigginton, he also decided to go under instead
of through! (No remarks please). They tell me it's all
quiet at Ulu Bernam at present, so we leave the boys
quietly erecting their tents.
SIGNAL PLATOON

January and the beginning of February proved to be
a busy month for the Sig. PI. With the reroofing of the
entire camp, the exchange and wireless rooms seemed to
be continually moving. A few of the senior members of
the PI. decided to move the exchange at 2200 hrs. on a
night best forgotten.
Owing to the terrific number of private calls now
being made, they put their heads together and decided that
to save disrupting tele, communication they would move
the thing en bloc. How could this be done? After much
discussion it was decided that the best method was to
hack half the roof off (" Q " Staff please note) and take
it through that way. With two N.C.O.s sitting rather pre
cariously astride the top beam, we started hauling upwards,
whilst the operator frantically tried to keep the traffic
under control. All indicators seemed to drop at once,
and some very queer remarks were heard from the direc
tion of the Officers' Mess.
We eventually got the
exchange, still intact, to the top beam, and then decided
that a cigarette was called for—the operator took a very
dim view of this, but by duly entering all calls with a
pencil held firmly between his toes and hugging the box
of tricks tightly to his chest, he seemed quite happy. On
completing this great experiment, and with the box again
on terra fir ma, surprisingly, it worked!
Four days later we moved again, back to our original
position and decided to call on the Public TeleCommuni
cation people to assist us—wonder why things seemed to
run a lot smoother?
On the 27th of January, Cpl. Parish and Ptes. Hind,
Nutley, Burt and Reid returned to K.K.B. after spending
5 months on detachment at Ulu Bernam.
They were
relieved by L/Cpl. Garwood and Ptes. Goodchild, Sprin
gate, Woodward and Kirby, who are now attached to
Sp. Coy.
Cpls. Solly and Mills have left us for the U.K. to
attend a R.S.I, course; we wish them luck.
"Pronto" managed to scrounge 14 days' leave in
Singapore and brought back a new address book. Who
pesters the Orderly Room with enquiries ref. cut rates
for air passages to the above mentioned paradise?
" Pronto Minor" spent five days at Ulu Bernam on the
pretence of doing some wireless research.
From the
whispered comments of members of the signal detachment
there, everything went according to plan.
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Members of the Pi. congratulate Sgt. Browning, Cpl.
Parish and L/Cpl. Woodman on their recent promotion.
Cpl. Mauleffinch has finally
turned " nark" and
rumour has it that he is already patrolling the Siamese
border; we wish him luck! We take this opportunity of
welcoming the new 11 members who have just joined the
elite, and hope their stay will be a pleasant one.
Cpl. Stephenson left for Penang on the 11th February
to meet his wife who is due to arrive from the U.K. on
the " Chusan "—lucky devil. Operations continue as usual,
and owing to the shortage of trained signallers, are rather
frequent. A better relationship seems to have developed
between us " attached personnel," and the Coys. Signallers
are asked for by name now and Coys, play merry hell
if they don't get them.
Ptes. Milne and Reid have just completed religious
instruction courses at Singapore and have returned com
plete with halo and wings. After the MillsSolly celebra
tion, on the strength of their trip to the U.K., it is thought
that more of this type of course would benefit members
of the PI.
Pte. Beecroft has returned from hospital and looks
fit again. Probably a coincidence—but beer sales are soar
ing again.
All for now chaps.
Good luck and good
listening.
" Little Pronto."
OPS. ROOM MUSINGS

Another two months of labour completed under the
able guidance of Sgt. Sinunonite who has shouldered the
responsibilities of 10 in the absence of Lt. Stock.
Our sympathy goes to Lt. Stock, who left us hurriedly
at the news of his mother's serious illness. We all look
forward to his return.
We welcome Pt£. Pilkington back in to the fold after
a three month air photo course. He seems to have learnt
more about the topography of Batu Road than anything
else—knowing Pte. Pilkington, this is to be expected.
Pte. Botting is looking very tanned after a well
deserved leave in Penang, it only being the third time that
he has been. At the moment he is busily engaged telling
his wife of the wonderful time he had—I wonder if it
is the true story?
We congratulate Sgt. Maslin. who is at present in
Johore Bahru, on his promotion in the Int. Corps.
Cpl. Keeler and Pte. May are on a short Int. Course
at H.Q., Malaya. We hope they won't have too many new
ideas for us when they return, as was the case when the
Int. Sgt. returned from his " top secret" course.
Pte. Fawcett and Pug " Fl" are the final brains when
the Isum wends its perilous course from Int. Office to out
laying Coys, via the Orderly Room.
In conclusion we must mention Lt. Goodwin, who
aged ten years during his short responsibility as Intelligence
Officer, and to the disappointment of staff had to return
to other duties training the new draft. He has since been
succeeded " on paper" by Lt. Beale, who has been in
hospital and is at present convalescing at Cameron High
lands.
And lastly Dvr. Gay has taken the Section role of
driver from Dvr. Stretton, who is on his way to demob.
Wishing him the best of luck.
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4 th

BATTALION

BATTALION H.Q.

A

LL recent events in the Bn. have
been overshadowed by the sudden
and tragic death of His Late
Majesty King George the Sixth, and
whilst there was no official Memorial
Church Parade we were very honoured
to provide six drummers and five buglers
for the sounding of the " Last Post" and
" Reveille" in the Tonbridge Parish
Church at the Memorial Service on Friday the 15th Feb
ruary. The members of the Corps of Drums who took
part are to be highly commended on their sounding of
the " Last Post" and " Reveille," and some very compli
mentary remarks have been made by certain members of
the Tonbridge community.
We are making preparations for our shooting week
end at St. Martin's Plain on April 26th and 27th, and are
regarding it as a preliminary shake down before Camp,
so we hope that as many as possible will be able to attend.
" Shakedown " is probably an apt description, as to put
400 Officers and men into camp for a week end, with the
very small permanent staff available, and the unliklihood
of much outside assistance, the administration becomes
complicated in the extreme—what might be described as
" hit or miss "—and we are fervently praying it will not
be the latter. So. " be warned all ye faithful who attend
that your breakfast kipper may not be piping hot—that
is if you get a breakfast at all"! !
Our new R.S.M. has at last arrived and is settling
down rapidly to his new duties, and we extend a hearty
welcome to Mr. and Mrs. Leigh, and trust that they will
enjoy a long and happy stay with the* Bn.
Of our late R.S.M.—Paddy Byrne, we hear rumours
of activity, so assume he has started " pushing them around
'inside' at Maidstone."
Our Bn. strength is now 426 all ranks, and we have
just heard that a batch of 41 Regulars, at present in a certain
R.E. Unit—due to come out of the Regular Army very
shortly—all want to join "C" Coy. in Sevenoaks en bloc,
so we are keeping our fingers crossed. Amongst them we
understand there are a number of very keen sportsmen,
boxers, footballers and athletes, and also that they are
trained and experienced in the type of work now falling
upon Infantry Assault Pioneers.
" C" Coy. are not
counting their chickens before they are hatched, but if
they do join it sets a " target" for other Coys.
The date of the Tonbridge adoption ceremony has
now finally been decided upon, and it is for 3 p.m. on
Sunday afternoon, 22nd June, and is being held in the
very pleasant setting of the castle grounds at Tonbridge,
and we are hoping to have a 100% turnout of Bn. H.Q.,
Support Coy. and H.Q. Coy. as well as a big turnout of
the local population to watch.
Subscription rates: —
Officers 9 /  per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 51 per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.

A" COMPANY
Captain Maynard, our 2nd i/c., has proceeded to New
Zealand on a short tour in connection with his business,
and we are going to miss him quite a lot. Fortunately
for us he hopes to be back with us in time to go to
Annual Camp, which takes place in the middle of May.
We hope he will have quite a pleasant stay in New
Zealand, and he may contact members of the Canterbury
Regt., to which we are affiliated.
Quite a big flap is going on at the moment as we
are busily preparing to fire our Annual L.M.G. course at
the end of next month. We have had a very interesting
lecture on health and hygeine given by the Army Health
Team, and although we had to go to Tonbridge for it,
it was well worth while. Another very interesting subject
which we have had during the month was mines and mine
warfare, and after a few more talks and demonstrations
we hope to become quite a bunch of experts at the job.
We are also busy at the moment in conjunction with
the other T.A. Units in Maidstone, endeavouring to put
on a Dance at the Star Ballroom. How successful we
are will be in next month's issue.
"Paddy" Byrne, our wellliked R.S.M., has at last
left us to take up employment in " civvy " street, and all
members of this Company wish him the very best of
luck in whatever he undertakes, and hope that we will
see him again one of these days.
" Jobeca."

" B " COMPANY
Very shortly we shall be saying good bye to C/Sgt.
Brown, after what seems all too short a period with us.
For several weeks before Christmas we saw little of him,
but we are glad to be able to announce that his hard slog
stood him in good stead and, against heavy opposition,
brought him out with flying colours in the Civil Service
Promotion examinations. His gain has to be our loss,
for he is being moved to Nottingham in consequence.
We shall all miss his efficiency and cheerfulness and the
Company is indeed grateful for all that he has done for
us in the past few years. To him, and to his wife, we
wish every good fortune for the future. A small presen
tation is to be made before he leaves. May it serve to
remind him that we shall always look forward to news
or a visit.
It is hoped that Sgt. Johnson may take over the
arduous task and thereby gain his promotion, Sorry as
No. 5 PI. will be to lose him, we were none the less happy
to hear the news.
Several members of the Coy. joined the rousing fare
well party to the R.S.M., and although your correspondent
was unfortunate enough to miss it, I understand that it
was an evening Mr. Byrne will long remember.
Here at St. Mary Cray Drill Hall we are much look
ing forward to welcoming the Sappers, who are coming
to put lis through our paces on the subject of minefields;
this will also provide us with an opportunity of renewing
acquaintance with other neighbouring members of the Bn.
Between times heated arguments on cloth model exercises
are the order of the day. This month, too, sees the
revival of our courses in map reading to the Civil Defence.
" Busy Bee."
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" C " COMPANY
With the stupor, slumber and feasting of Christmas
now behind us, the Drill Hall, our property once more,
having been utilised by the Post Office to cope with all
your mail over the festive season, we now turn our
thoughts to work once more. Yes, we agree, somewhat
reluctantly.
It has been repeatedly brought home to us that little
sleep was forthcoming to Sgt. Maynard, Cpl. Steward and
Ptes. Kent and Wilkinson either before or during Christ
mas, since they were but a few of those heavily engaged
in the work being carried out in the Drill Hall. Many
thanks for your efforts. Coupling the two facts of Christ
mas and the Post Office reminds me of the knotty problem
of one of our worthy N.C.O.s with regard to the Regi
mental Christmas Cards. It seems that his bounty would
not stretch to the price of even one card. We offer him
our condolences and can but hope that this year's card
will be more in the range of his pocket!
As has been explained, little work (T.A.) could be done
for the fortnight preceeding the holiday, but on our return
last week, we were very pleased to note that the small
annexe to the Coy. Office had been completely rebuilt
and will soon be fitted out as a PI. Office, which will be
a great asset.
Congratulations to our worthy stalwart, Sgt. Payne
who, although approaching his " threescoreyearsand
ten " has contrived to sign on for a further spell. Well
done, "Tiny."
Last Saturday, 12th January, we foregathered in the
Club Room to bid farewell to our R.S.M., Mr. Byrne.
Since he has been with the Bn., he has come to be
respected and revered by all. We trust therefore, that we
may not say "farewell" but " au revoir," .since we
sincerely hope that he will still keep up his associations
with the 4th Bn. On this sad occasion we wish him the
very best of good fortune in his new ventures.
" Pen Pusher."

SUPPORT COMPANY
With 1952 nearly into the Spring we in Support Coy.
are in our own small way doing a lot of hard thinking
about Camp this year.
We are not like the Infantry
Coys, where you can teach each PI. exactly the same thing.
We are four very different Pis., each PI. using a very
different type of weapon and each having its own vehicles
to drive and maintain. With our National Service men
spread all over the Bn. area it has been very difficult to
get these outlying men into our Coy. H.Q. at Tonbridge
to get down to real PI. training. We have always had
our local volunteers, but our numbers are not sufficient
to make PI. training easy, and with several of these mem
bers working shift work at times, things have been very
difficult.
We have now thought out a new idea that we hope
will enable us to train and bind the Pis. together before
we go to Camp this year.
We have therefore decided
that on two evenings each month we will try and get
all N.S. men and volunteers wherever possible in for PI.
training.
The idea will work in this way. Everybody in the
Coy. will be written to and told of the nights selected
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for training and of the times at which transport will collect
them from the outlying Coys, to bring them into Ton
bridge.
This experiment has now had its first test and on
February 7th we anxiously waited to see how many people
would turn up, and although the numbers were not quite
what we should like to have seen, they were quite en
couraging, and we shall continue these parades until we
go to Camp this year. In this way we hope that we shall
be a lot more prepared for Camp than if we left things
as they were.
On Saturday, 9th February, there was a small farewell
gathering to bid goodbye to our P.S.I., Sgt. Dowsing, and
his wife. Sgt. Dowsing is leaving us to take up a train
ing appointment at the Home Counties Brigade Depot,
Canterbury, and in connection with the farewell gathering
we would like to express our thanks to Sgt. and Mrs.
Moore for the admirable way in which they made all
the arrangements.
To our new P.S.I., Sgt. P. Neal from Canterbury, we
extend a hearty welcome, and trust that his association
with this Coy. will be a long and happy one.
" Washout."

W.O.S' AND SERGEANTS' MESS
We extend a hearty welcome to R.S.M. J. Leigh, who
joined us from the 1st Bn. in Malaya on 14th February,
1952, and is now in the throes of taking over from C.S.M.
Woolley, who has been acting R.S.M. for the past month.
We hope his stay with us will be a happy and long one.
Congratulations to Sgt. A. Corke on his promotion
to C/Sgt. of H.Q. Coy. C/Sgt. Corke is an old member
of the Bn., having poined it in 1934 as a boy in the Corps
of Drums. Well done Alec, keep it up.
Future reinforcements for the Queen's Own are
steadily increasing, we congratulate O.R. Sgt. Passey on
being the father of another son.

A certain eminent barrister was called upon
unexpectedly to defend a man against whom the prosecu
tion had succeeded in establishing a very strong case.
" Who is concerned for the prisoner ? " queried the
judge, using the regular legal formula.
" My lord," said the defending counsel, rising solemnly,
" 1 am concerned for him—and very much concerned after
what I have just heard."
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HIS month, the first duty the Depot performed was to
attend the Proclamation of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth by the Mayor of Maidstone. This ceremony
was performed outside the Town Hall, and the Depot all full
strength marched through the town with fixed bayonets
before forming three sides of a square in front of the
platform.
After the Proclamation a Royal Salute was
given, and three cheers for the new Queen were led by
the Mayor. We were able to turn out a strong parade
as the recruits were in their last week of training.
On the following Wednesday we were to have had
a bigger than usual Passing Out Parade taken by the
Colonel of the Regiment, attended by the Band of the Buffs
and including the presentation of a Meritorious Service
medal and two Long Service and Good Conduct medals.
These arrangements were postponed until after the
next Intake and a small Passing Out Parade was taken
by the Commanding Officer.
On the day of the King's funeral a Memorial Service
was held in All Saints' Church, attended by the permanent
staff, the recruits having by then gone to Canterbury.
On the 21st February, a new National Service Intake
arrived to join the twenty regular recruits who had recently
joined and were waiting to start their training.
Very
soon afterwards word came through unfamiliar channels
that two of the staff of the B.B.C. were going to spend
a day or two with us to make a recording for a programme
called " Reporting Personally," aimed at seeking the re
actions of individuals to National Service. A somewhat
ominous advance rumour to the effect that the producer
was an exR.S.M. of the Grenadier Guards caused some
consternation, and we felt that any plan to pull wool over
anybody's eyes was already doomed to failure. Further
more the surrounding atmosphere might, we thought,
awaken past martial memories in the mind of the producer
to the detriment of any recruit who was rash enough to
be interviewed without having first polished the back of
his cap badge.
The rumour in fact turned out to be true, but our
subsequent fears quite unfounded. We arranged to have
most of the square left clear for the equipment necessary
for so important a broadcast—thinking in terms of size
rather vaguely of a Searchlight Battery—and were slightly
disappointed to find that modern science had reduced the
requisite impedimenta to a small easily portable and softly
whirring box.
Nevertheless a considerable amount of
interest and amusement was caused as recorded interviews
were "played back," R.S.M. Hayley being particularly
shaken by the sound of his own voice.
A certain amount of " staging " had to be done and
neighbours to the Barracks who rely on bugle calls for
their official time must have been somewhat confused to
hear Pte. Bolton blow long reveille three times at 1030 hrs.
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This, logically enough, was followed at 1100 hrs. by the
return to bed of the recruits prior to being roused by
Sgt. Kent. This scene had to be repeated several times
because whereas Sgt. Kent's voice on the square is a thing
of melody, in the confines of the Barrack Room it proved
too much for the delicate recording instrument.
After completing their recordings in the Depot the
B.B.C. team went off to interview recruits doing con
tinuation training at Canterbury.
We are now waiting
with interest to hear the exact broadcasting date of the
programme.
Maj. Love is on the sick list and we wish him a speedy
return to his post in the Regimental Museum—this remark
not to be misconstrued.
L/Cpl. Martin called in at the Depot to fit himself out
for the investiture at Buckingham Palace where he was
due to receive the Military Medal from Her Majesty the
Queen.
Lt. Reoch also reported on return from the 1st Bn.
with an interesting assortment of " C" Coy.'s bandit
trophies.
SOCCER RESULTS: —

6 Feb—versus Tunbridge Wells Crusaders F.C. Won 5—3
9 Feb.—Recruits XI v. Mote Juniors F.C.
Won 5—3
Summary for this season to date: —
Played
Won
Drawn
Lost
Goals: For Against
13
5
1
7
33
44
In the match, Depot XI versus Tunbridge Wells
Crusaders F.C., the Regimental Depot played quite their
best match of the season. Although we managed to turn
oiit our best team, we knew we were in for a tough game
against opponents who were top of their local league.
However, at half time we were unlucky to be losing 0—3,
in spite of our goalkeeper stopping a hard penalty. Then,
in the second half as the Depot drew up to 2—3 and
equalised, the spectators who formed nearly the whole per
sonnel in the Regimental Depot, roared their encourage
ment.
In the last twenty minutes of the game, the
Depot took the score from 0—3 to 5—3 to win a fine
game. Thus we made up for our earlier defeat of 0—6
versus The Crusaders in the Chatham Charity Cup.
The Recruits played well to win their match against
Mote Juniors.
HOCKEY RESULTS: —

18 Feb.—versus Home Counties Brigade Depot. Lost 1—6
20 Feb.—versus Depot, The Royal Fusiliers.
Won 7—1
Summary for this season to date: —
Played
Won
Drawn
Lost
Goals: For Against
10
3
2
5
27
 32
In our match against Home Counties Brigade Depot,
suffice to say that we had a hard job to turn out a full
team. Although it was rumoured that on one or two
occasions our opponents managed to get " offside " with
out being noticed.
In the match against The Regimental Depot, Royal
Fusiliers, we had our best team this season and better
combination among the forwards was particularly notice
able. 2/Lt. Curry, Sgt. Palmer and Pte. Williams each
scored twice, though credit should go to the team as a
whole.
BOXING

On 11th February, we ventured into something new,
 in the form of a Recruits' Novices Boxing Competition.
As much as possible this was arranged on an TnterPI.

basis and proved extremely successful. Whilst the stan
dard of boxing was not particularly high, there was plenty
of enthusiasm, and the encouragement was supplied by
the majority of the Regimental Depot.
The ring is being left assembled, and it is hoped to
make these novice competitions a regular feature for each
Intake.
INDIVIDUAL RESULTS: —

Feather Weight—Pte. Killick beat Pte. Nielson.
Light Weight—Pte. Greensmith beat Pte. Hardy.
Pte. Spurge beat Pte. Nagel.
Welter Weight—Pte. Fee lost to Pte. Davis.
Pte. Robertson beat Pte. Bailey.
Pte. Ranstead beat Pte. Fairbrass.
LightMiddle—Pte. Boorman beat Pte. Binder.
Middle Weight—Pte. Rayner beat Pte. Hodges.

SERGEANTS' MESS
On 8th February all members were on parade with the
Regimental Depot contingent which attended the Royal
Proclamation held at the Town Hall. On the 22nd
February, members turned up in force for a Games and
Social evening at the Maidstone West Constitutional Club.
We had a very pleasant evening, which was rounded off by
Sgt. Turner, R.A.E.C. (who is attached to the Depot) giving
some excellent entertainment in telepathy and mysticism.
The Mess was full on the occasion of the television
broadcast of the Royal Funeral, when wives of the families
resident in the Barracks were allowed to view. Reception
was very good.
Whilst on the subject of broadcasts, a B.B.C. Record
ing team was at the Regimental Depot to find out the
reactions of the National Serviceman and to get impres
sions made on their first joining. The R.S.M. of course
was also involved, and following his interview he was
asked if he would like to hear the recording played back.
Apparently it was terrible—he could not recognise his own
voice. At his personal request a further recording was
made. We shall all be listening for the results on 25th
March.
Leave seems to be coming infectious just now as
we approach the end of the leave year—at the moment
Sgt. Saywell, who has recently had an increase in family
a girl (Susan Helen)—has plonked in for the whole lot,
C/Sgt. Ringe is also taking advantage—probably with the
hope of getting his garden plot shipshape. Sgt. Manson,
Mess Caterer, has also managed to get away from it all
for his leave balance.
We welcome Sgt. Lock from the A.C.C Training
Centre, Aldershot—his stay will be short, as he has al
ready been notified he is for B.T.A. C.S.M. Mitchell has
also joined from 16th (Welsh) Airborne Unit—his moves
cannot at the moment be predicted since he hopes to
transfer to the R.A.S.C. Sgt. Keating, who has been with
us some time, will by the time this news reaches our
readers have been transferred to the A.C.C. in the cook
ing line.
Sgt. Lockyear has now rejoined from his
Provost Sgt.s' Course—the results of which are not yet
to hand. We are also pleased to know that R.S.M.
Hayley's brother, who is in the 2nd Bn. Royal Tank
Regt. in Germany, has been appointed R.S.M. of that
Unit. Of course our " Tim " is definitely the senior by
service,
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HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE
DEPOT. CANTERBURY

QUEENS OWN

H

ERE is every good wish and best respects to all
members of the Regiment, both past and present.
Although members of the " Queen's Own" are
rather thin on the ground here, we are not completely out
of touch with the Regiment. Reinforcements for the 1st
Bn. are constantly passing through our hands under the
watchful eye of C.S.M. Whitlock. The activities of the
"Jungle Bashers" in Malaya are followed with great
interest, the interCoy. bandit score board is often the topic
of conversation.
Many exciting memories of our life in Palestine can
be, and have often been, linked to that now being endured
in Malaya. During the past few months we have had the
pleasure of meeting many old friends and members of the
Regt. whilst in transit to various units.
Among those passing through were C/Sgt. Tally Jones
(ex2nd Bn. Mortar PI.), he is now on his way to join
the 1st Bn. East Surrey Regt. Other celebrities have in
cluded, Sgt. White (ex2nd Bn. C Coy. and Q. PI.,
Palestine), the brother of Sgt. White now with the 1st Bn.
He has recently returned from Malta from his second
tour of duty. Ail members, 1 may add, have expressed
their regret at being separated from the Unit through force
of circumstances. Let us all hope we are fortunate enough
to see a birth of a new 2nd Bn. in the near future,
enabling us to gather in our scattered family.
As usual, members of the " Queen's Own " are taking
a very prominent part in sport and social activities at the
Brigade Depot.
Cpl. Hodkinson (ex2nd Bn.) being Cpls.' Mess President,
Football Manager, spare time player and linesman. Cpl.
Springett is hitting the headlines with his badminton team
and has thrown out a challenge to all comers, Sgt. Hunting
ton is also a very active member of the Sgts.' Mess and
Depot Hockey team, that is, when he can spare time from
the arduous duties of preparing a menu from nothing
(method top secret).
We offer our congratulations to C.S.M. Whitlock, who
has now entered the ranks of the Heducated on obtaining
his 1st Class Certificate of Education.
He can still be
seen brief case in hand (bulging in all directions) wending
his way towards the Educational Centre in preparation for
his General School Cert.
With much regret we bid farewell to Sgt. Pete Neal,
who is replacing Sgt. Reg Dowsing at Tonbridge (4th
Bn. T.A.).
" Good luck Pete."
We all wish you every
success in your new job.
We extend our welcome to Maj. R. K. Dowse, who has
recently returned from Korea, having served with the 1st
Bn. Middlesex Regt. Capt. D. Ruffell has also taken his
place among the newcomers. They have both been very
busy preparing the formation of an additional Training
Company.
We are looking forward to our next Intake from the
Regimental Depot, due to arrive here on the 14th of this
month, and hope that their stay will be a pleasant one.
Concluding, we bid farewell, good luck and good
hunting to the 1st Bn. and all members of the " Queen's
Own " wherever they may be stationed.
" Ex Dufool."

PASTePRESENT
ASSOCIATION

11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

A

T a special Committee Meeting held on Friday, 9th
February, 1952, it was agreed that the Social Dance
due to take place on the 15th February, should
be postponed owing to the death of King George VI.
The event may take place at Catford or Lewisham,
at a date yet to be fixed.
At present I have no definite news, but members will
be circulated when a decision is reached. Members are
reminded that the Annual General Meeting will take place
on Thursday, 27th March, 1952 at 7 p.m. at the "Crown
and Sugar Loaf," Garlick Hill, E.C. (near Mansion House
Underground Station). Also that subscriptions are due.
" Pte. Banks."

EX " B" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION

O

UR February meeting was very much quieter than
many we have had of late. Perhaps it was the
aftermath of the recent big do's we have had—per
haps it was the fact that everybody was in a restful mood.
However, there were 25 of us present, and, to be sure,
the darts board was very much in demand—practising no
doubt for the beginning of our Darts Cup Tournament in
May.
There were no " strangers" present this evening,
though we were very pleased to see Len Remfrey drop
in for the first time for over a year.
There were two
other " semiregulars " present, namely Charlie Bailey and
Bill Watts. Dilly, we are informed by our Gestapo, was
actually on his way to the pictures when our S.S. man
collared him and brought him up.
This being the subscription season, our Treasurer was
very busy collecting belated halfcrowns, and we are now
well up to our usual standard. The halfcrown, incident
ally, is not a subscription for membership of our Associa
tion, but is merely payment towards the cost of producing
the " Bangers Gazette." Many thanks, incidentally, to
those who have written and congratulated us on the
January issue. Biggest yet—16 pages!
A date we have for the future was announced this
evening, and it is as well to get in well in advance.
In the ordinary course of events we hold a competition
for the biggest chrysanthemum every year—no prizes—
but this year we have to announce that a substantial prize
will be offered to the " Bee " who produces, on September
6th, the Chrysanthemum which is judged by our expert,
Mr. Wilks, to be the best. Last year, you will remember,
he absolutely took the cake, so he will not enter this year,
but has kindly offered to give his advice to any com
petitor who cares to ask for it. So those of you Bees
who fancy yourselves at gardening had better look out
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for yourselves, and there's no telling what results such
advice will bring. Anyway, remember—the blooms must
be grown by yourselves in your own garden—window box
or flower pot, and must be presented at the Parish Lane
Drill Hall on September 1st—the winner receiving a sub
stantial prize.
At the time of writing this we arc preparing for
another visit from our friends, Mr. and Mrs. Snow, this
time complete with ladies—and, having beaten them on
the darts board last time we met, we hope to repeat the
process again, and in any case are sure of a really good
evening. More, however, next time.
Future events are our usuals at the moment. Stag
Party on the 3rd of May at the Drill Hall, and Dance
at the "Green Man" Catford, on the 10th of May. We
are assured of a full house and our usual smashing even
ing on both occasions.
Which, I think, will do for now.
" Nightingale."

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

T

HE Branch Monthly Meeting was held at the
" Prince of Wales," Perry Rise, Forest Hill, on
Friday, 8th February, 1952, with Mr. Len Clarke
in the chair. As Mr. Sid Terry arrived late, Mr. Clarke
called on all present to stand for a few moments in tribute
and memory of our late King, whose sudden death came
as a great shock to us all.
It was agreed that the outing to the " Buck's Head,"
Godden Green, Sevenoaks, should be held on the follow
ing day as planned, it being far too late to cancel the
arrangements.
The question of the Annual Dinner came under dis
cussion, and it was agreed that the subject be brought
up at the next Committee.
In the meantime it is hoped that certain details may
become clearer. (Since that discussion, learning of the
announcement by the B.B.C. and Press, that certain
dinner functions should be postponed, it may be that the
Dinner will be put off to June.)
An invitation had been received from the Wainscott
Workers' Institute, near Rochester, to make a trip there,
and it is hoped to make a party later on.
We all were very sorry that the small party from the
Institute were unable to have joined us at the meeting.
Mr. Sid Terry informed the meeting that our Treasurer,
Mr. Joe Saunders, was still very sick and that he would
be visiting him.
We all sincerely hope that Joe will
soon be with us again, fit and well.
A new member,
Mr. P. Everett, was formally proposed and seconded a
member of the Branch.
The outing to the " Buck's Head," Godden Green,
took place on Saturday, 9th February, and almost a full
coach load left Catford Bridge at 3.30, arriving at Godden
Green shortly after 4 p.m. to find our host and hostess,
Mr. and Mrs. R. T. Snow awaiting with a most delightful
and enjoyable tea.
After tea, led by Len Clarke and
Harry Lake, a small party went for a ramble through
the nearby woods. The keen, clear air was very much
appreciated.
On the return journey the leaders went well away
ahead, and on nearing the " Buck's Head " Len gave a very
audible effort in his " tin whistle" of the Regimental

March. As wc drew near, the Hostel was suddenly flood
lit, which with the duck pond made a very pretty picture,
with the building silhouetted against the dark background.
Those who did not go for the ramble spent their time
in the tea room, quietly playing indoor games.
Gradually the whole party reassembled in the Public
Bar of the Hostel, and joined in playing darts and
billiards.
The locals played a team from the visitors and soundly
beat them, incidently winning the prizes put up by the
hosts for the highest individual scores.
We were honoured by a visit by the Chairman of
the 11th (Lewisham) Bn. Association, Capt. A. V. D.
Morley, M.C., accompanied by his wife and brotherin
law, Lt.Comdr. O'Brien, D.S.C.
Everyone quietly enjoyed the outing, and are most
grateful to Mr. and Mrs. R. T. Snow for the wonderful
hospitality and kindness, which contributed largely to the
success of the evening, and we hope that another visit
will be arranged later on.
Thanks are due to Harry Lake, who had the task
of arranging the outing and generally supervising every
thing. He did a very good job of work.
" Ravensbourne."

CHATHAM BRANCH

A

MEETING of the Chatham Branch was held at
Boundary Road on Monday, 4th February, the
Chair being taken at 7.55 by Mr. L. Davison.
Among those present were Maj. H. M. Smith, M.B.E.,
Alf Tapp, M.C., G. Anchors (Hon. Sec.), G. Lyons (Hon.
Treasurer).
Vice Chairman, S. L. T. Thompson, Joe
Wright (Regimental Representative at Headquarters, and
Q.O.G. agent). Apologies for absence were received from
Maj. R. W. Brothers (Life President), detained by business,
exR.S.M. J. Smith, Messrs. Munchen, Hill and Higbid.
Sympathy was expressed by the Branch for Stanley Stone
ham, who at present is an inmate of Brook General
Hospital, Shooters Hill Road, Woolwich. A new member
was welcomed in the person of Ernest Empett, who joined
the 4th Volunteer Bn. (Cyclist Coy.) in 1902, shortly before
the close of the South African War.
A social evening will be held on Saturday, 5th April
at 7 p.m. at the Marlborough Head, Frindsbury, the host
being S. L. T. Thompson. Branch members unable to
attend meetings, please notify Mr. G. Anchors, Hon. Sec.,
of 49 Burnt Oak Terrace, Gillingham, of their wish to
attend the social. It was agreed to hold the usual summer
outing on Sunday 17th August, place to be decided later.
The Branch collection amounted to 8/7d. The Booby
prize brought in 8s., which was won by G. Anchors (a
couple of bars of chocolate). It was proposed by Mr.
S. L. T. Thompson, and carried unanimously that Joe
Wright, former Hon. Sec. and Treasurer, should be
heartily thanked for his past services.
Invitations will
be sent to Maidstone Branch for the Social evening.
Mr. Medcalf (Gillingham) would be assured of a warm
welcome at the Chatham Branch, who would appreciate
his enrolment, as under the nondeplume of " Ivanhoe."
He was a frequent contributor to the Q.O.G. Meetings are
held at the Drill Hall, Boundary Road, Chatham at
7.30 p.m. on the first Monday in each month.
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A meeting of the Association was held at the
Drill Hall, Boundary Road, on 3rd March, which was
opened by the Chairman, Mr. L. W. Davison, at 8 p.m.
The following Officers of the Branch attended: G. Anchors,
G. Lyons, A. Tapp, M.C., S. L. T. Thompson and Joe
Wright, Regimental representative at H.Q. Apologies for
absence were received from Messrs. J. Smith (R.S.M.),
Higbid. A new member, Mr. D. Cremer, exSgt., 5th Bn.,
was warmly welcomed. A letter was read from Maj. R. W.
Brothers (Life President), who was unable to attend through
urgent business, but would endeavour to be at the next
meeting on April 7th. A letter was received from Mr.
Pilkington, now in Canada, expressing his best wishes for
the Branch, and another old member, Frank Sutton, also in
Canada. Both have the Q.O. Gazette regularly sent to
them. The spirit of these two old members brings to mind
the old quotation, " Absence makes the heart grow
fonder."
The Maidstone Branch will be sending a party to our
social evening at the " Marlborough Head." Frindsbury
Road, on Saturday, 5th April at 7 p.m. The booby prize
(Chocolate roll), was won by C. J. Williams. Come to
our meetings, old comrades, and be well assured of a
warm welcome.
A personal reminiscence.—It was on the 16th March,
1900, when, under the command of Lt.Col. Groves, later
Brig.Gen., the 2nd Bn. embarked at Southampton on the
S.S. Bavarian to engage in the South African War. We
were part of the 8th Division, and soon became known
as " Rundle's Greyhounds" or " The Ragged and Starv
ing Eighth."
W. Williams.

LONDON BRANCH

S

INCE our last meeting we have lost a beloved King,
to whom we have all, in our own ways, paid our
last respects, and now we salute our young Queen,
and wish her a long and peaceful reign, God Bless Her.
Our designation takes on a new significance. The
Queen's Own! It will make our serving members even
more proud of being in the Regiment.
Our last meeting held on the 25th January was well
attended and, in addition to our President, Brig. A. Riddell,
we had Lt.Col. H. J. S. Brooke, paying his first visit
to our meetings. Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell and Maj. A. S.
Bredon were also there, in addition to the usual old guard
of everpresents.
Our Chairman, Harry Elson, was unfortunately too
ill to attend, and Mr. Wilks, the Vice, took the chair in his
stead.
Owing to a clash of dates we were transferred
to another room in the " Cranbourne," and our attendance,
up to usual standard, seemed to fill the smaller room to its
utmost capacity.
I arrived a little late but recognised our visitors at
once. To me there appeared little change, although it is
twelve years since I last saw Col. Brooke.
There was very little business to attend to on this 
occasion, so we were soon free to mingle and chatter about
old times.
Two new members were welcomed, Messrs.
Hall and Masters, neither of whom, 1 regret to say, I
knew personally, but I hope to do so in the future at
our gatherings.
A suggestion to run another dance was put forward,

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE

AFRAID

OF

ELEPHANTS ?
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

and it was agreed that the usual Committee go into the
matter, and a meeting was arranged for the 6th Feb
ruary at the London Bridge Hotel.
As promised, Col. Durtnell produced our old friend
George Moody, about whom I wrote last month. George
was little changed and, although over fifty,
is certainly
looking as though he could still climb the Dalhousic
Barracks lightning conductor.
Wc had a long talk and
no doubt George will be coming along from time to time
to keep up the old comradeship, renewed after a lapse of
nearly thirty years. To our other newcomers, mentioned
above, I trust we shall see them at all our monthly
meetings.
I look forward with interest to the 29th
February.
After investigating the prospects of another dance
soon, it was found impossible, so we have decided to wait
until September, and have booked the hall in anticipation
of the Branch agreeing to the Committee's proposals. Wc
have taken into consideration our neighbours' functions
and left the way clear so as not to clash with either Cat
ford or Penge arrangements. We are indeed fortunate
in having Len Remfrcy's unfailing knowledge of all other
Branches' activities. 1 sometimes think we ought to say,
" Mr. Len (1 know what's on) Remfrey
he does get round
to all the Branches to ensure he knows the form. Well
done, Len.
We have now been given the date of the Maidstone
Dinner, which is to be followed by a dance this year.
As it is being held on a Friday it will preclude many
London visitors attending as most of us cannot get away
in sufficient time to make Maidstone, but we do send all
good wishes for a full and flowing attendance, even
if some of us cannot get there to speak for the Branch.
1 was glad to see our Scotty the other clay in Totten
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ham. He has had some wretched luck in his business, due
to his trusting nature, and has found—like many others
have done before him—that one cannot always trust pretty
words and gestures. 1 hope he soon recovers and obtains
a situation which may held him to climb back. " Where
there's a will "—and remember my nomdeplume, Scotty.
Keep trying.
For my typing 1 am indebted to Gladys Harford on
this occasion. I wonder how many members of the Regt.
will remember the school mistress at St. Thomas' Mount,
Madras, in the days of 19278, who returned to the U.K.
in 1929, and is now a secretary in a wellknown firm in
Fleet Street.
" The Spider."

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

O

UR February meeting opened very sombrely by
our President addressing the members on the great
blow that had fallen on the country and the
Commonwealth in the passing of His Majesty King George
VI. He reminded them of the many examples an instances
His Late Majesty had set his people and of the good brave
family life he had led and that no words of his could
express the effects this may have on all our people, in
fact, the whole world.
Members then stood in silence to pay their homage.
He called upon all members to give their full support
and allegiance to our young Queen, upon whose shoulders
had fallen many great responsibilities, and he sincerely
hoped that such support would help to make the future
of Queen Elizabeth the Second brighter.
" God Save
the Queen."
The Chairman then informed those present of the
sad news in the passing of Mr. Jock Robertson, a Chelsea
Pensioner, on 3rd February, and of Mr. Alfred King
(aged 87) at Linton Hospital. The late Mr. Robertson
was buried at Brookwood Cemetery. The Branch wish
to express their sympathy to the bereaved relatives.
On the 19th we continued our indoor games tourna
ment, when we met members of the Royal Naval Associa
tion at the exServices Club. Unfortunately the Royal
Navy managed to win on this occasion by 8 points to 4.
The following Tuesday, 25th, we again met in the
Miniature Range, when we compensated our loss at games
by winning the shooting match by 503 points to 471.
Our team managed to average 84. This is the highest
average for any match to date this season.
As was arranged, a party proceeded to East Peckham
for a social evening on 29th February, where a darts match
was the main entertainment. Our Secretary was as good
as his word and took on their Champ. Why he did not
win is nobody's business for both of them were throwing
some considerable time to obtain the final double one.
It was a very near thing and as our Secretary is not
practised at this game he gave a reasonable exhibition.
It was not a large party, but we all had quite an enjoyable
evening. We were glad to see Mr. Pope, who is a mem
ber of our Branch although he is unable to attend our
meetings, there with Mrs. Pope, as he lives in that locality.
The next evening, 1st March, a full coach proceeded
to attend the Band Concert and Social evening laid on
by the Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells District Branch.
Everybody seemed to have enjoyed themselves. In the

raffle R.S.M. Hayley managed to win an iced cake, and
the Secretary a fruit one. The end of the evening came
all too quickly and we were pleased to see Col. Talbot,
and Lt.Col. Jackson there; the evening was rounded off
by the Tunbridge Wells Home Guard Band rendering "A
Hundred Pipers," and " God Save the Queen."
For his good work for the Branch since its inception,
Mr. Charlie Stringer was, with the unanimous vote of those
present, appointed a Honorary Life Member of the Maid
stone Branch at our meeting held on 15th February—a
well deserved tribute for the really hard work he has done
over many years. He is the link between the Branch and
those unfortunate members who live locally who fall on
hard times, are sick or in need.
This duty has always
been carried out most willingly, and we sincerely hope he
will continue to do so in the future.
Congratulations were also passed on Mr. P. Walker on
being awarded the Meritorious Service Medal.
Much work has yet to be done in connection with
our Annual Branch Dinner, which is to take place in the
Barracks on Friday, 21st March at 7.30 p.m. for 8.0
o'clock. We do hope we shall have a goodly gathering
of exmembers of The Queen's Own there on that
occasion.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

March 21st—Branch Annual Dinner, followed by dancing,
7.30 p.m. for 8 o'clock. (Medals optional). Tickets
for Dinner 6s. each. Apply by not later than 18th
March.
April 5th—Party to Chatham for Social evening.
leaves The Barracks at 6.45 p.m.
April 18th—Monthly Meeting.

Coach

The Barracks, 7.45 p.m.

4
A ship is always referred to as " she " because it costs
so much to keep one in paint and powder.—RearAdmiral
Nimitz.
x

*

*

A businessman asked to say grace, and being
unaccustomed to the ceremony, said; " Dear Lord, we are
in receipt of your kind favours of even date and beg
to thank you for same. We hope to merit your continued
support."
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Feeding the Malayan AntiBandit Patrols
AN ARMY FACTORY
(By a Military Observer)

A

FEATURE of the Second World War was the need
for the British Army to operate in small parties.
The Commandos, the Long Range Desert Group and
the jungle units in Burma all exploit the advantages of
mobility in the small selfcontained group. This develop
ment denied the normal arrangements for gathering round
the cookhouse.
Each man had to carry and cook his
own food.
Under these circumstances it was impossible for a
soldier to collect his normal daily ration and pack it
round his person. The issue ration was intended for bulk
cooking, but what the mobile soldier needed was a ration
specially designed for him light, compact, tasty, easy and
quick to cook. Not for him Mrs. Beaton's advice: "Soak
for 4 hours, bring slowly to the boil and allow to simmer
for 30 minutes."
To fulfil this need, modern techniques of canning and
packing were able to provide the individual ration or the
small party ration.
There is the wellknown tenmen
compo ration, the special pack for tank crews, and another
for assault landings.
Never were these special ration packs more essential
than they are today in Malaya.
Bandits can only be
tracked down by small selfcontained patrols who may be
out for several days, left to fend for themselves and
supplied by air. They either need an individual ration,
carried by each man, or a composite ration to feed a small
party.
These rations could have been produced in Great
Britain and shipped out to Malaya, but the number con
sumed would almost warrant a ship to themselves, so it
was decided that the R.A.S.C. should set up their own
factory on the spot.
This factory is now operating in Singapore under the
title of " Special Pack Production Section," and the
accompanying photograph gives an idea of its layouts.
There is always fascination in a production line.

whether it be concerned with motorcars, biscuits or
meccano sets. The idea of moving belts, absorbing a little
bit here, another part there, until the whole comes out
the other end, never fails to interest.
This factory which
the R.A.S.C. operate is no exception.
It packs a 24hour ration for British and Gurkha
troops and a 10man composite ration for Gurkhas. Sim
ilar rations will shortly be produced for African troops.
The British equivalent of the compo still comes from
England.
The factory is organised on two production lines, one
for the 24hour ration and one for the composite. In the
picture can be seen, behind the notice board, the store
shed where the cases and sacks of supplies are kept. The
production line shown is that for the 24hour ration. The
line of girls on the right are packing the various items
into small paper bags, which are placed in the trays over
the line. The tins are on a moving belt and, as these tins
pass under the trays, so items are placed in them until
at the point at the bottom of the picture, the tin is
complete.
At this stage the full tin is weighed against a set
weight which will show whether or not any item has been
left out. When passed, the tins move on to a machine
which seals the lids on, then to a girl packing the tins
into cases, to a nailing machine to nail the lid on, to a
handoperated banding machine which puts steel straps
round the case for added strength in air drops, and then
finally to the storeroom.
Each of the packing lines can turn out about 250
complete rations an hour. Since local manufacture started
in January, 1949, approximately one and a half million
rations have been produced.
It is no mean problem to decide what a 24hour ration
should contain.
On the one hand, it must be light and
compact, and, on the other hand, the doctors, no less than
the soldier himself, insist on bulk nourishment.
Making
these two opposites meet has been achieved through a pro
cess of trial and error, against a background of financial
limitation. It has been no easy matter either, to make sure
that the contents are still fit to eat after storage, a most
necessary requirement when the soldier is in the middle
of the jungle, miles from anywhere where he might find
an alternative meal. The aim is to get the ration to the
soldier within three months of its being made, which is
the shortest possible period in which to cater for the dis
tribution time and reserve holdings.
All these requirements are under constant examination,
and new ideas develop. For instance, we now have milk
in a kind of toothpaste tube; unscrew the cap, squeeze out
enough for a cup of tea, and screw the cap back again.
These developments show how the Army constantly
adapts for its own uses the products of modern science and
technical skill, and the R.A.S.C. Special Pack Production
Section is quite a novel example of the Services taking in
their stride the changing demands of the modern soldier.
(Reprinted by kind permission of the Royal Army
Service Corps.)
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OBITUARY
CAPTAIN ROBERT THORNE, M.C.
Through the death of Bob Thorne on January 29th,
the Regiment has lost one of its old stalwarts, who, by
hard work and perseverance reached a position in peace
time which only few can reach, i.e., that of Lieutenant
and Quartermaster.
Throughout his career, whether as a Private, N.C.O.,
W.O., or Officer, he endeared himself to all, receiving the
highest commendation from all the Commanding Officers
with whom he served.
Bob Thorne enlisted on the 13th August, 1896, at
Maidstone, and was posted to the 2nd Bn. on the 29th
November that year. Except for a short period at the
Depot, he served with the Bn. in Ireland, Egypt, South
Africa, Ceylon, Hong Kong, Singapore and India.
During this period he was promoted Cpl. in 1898,
Sgt. in 1899, C/Sgt. (O.R.S.) 1904, Qr. Mr. Sgt. (O.R.S.)
1907. Regimental Q.M. Sgt. 1908, Regimental Sgt./Maj.
in November 1912, and Hon. Lieut, and Quartermaster in
August 1914.
During his career as an N.C.O. he passed successfully
courses in Transport, Military Engineering, Mounted
Infantry and at the School of Musketry.
He was also a very fine shot and was a marksman
during the whole of his career.
Whilst serving with the 8th Division in South Africa,
his name was brought to the notice of the General Officer
Commanding that Division for good services during the
Campaign, and he also received the distinction of being
Mentioned in Despatches on 10th September, 1901.
As a result of this Campaign he received the Queen's
South Africa Medal with clasps Witterberg and Transvaal,
and the King's Medal with clasps 1901 and 1902.
In Ceylon he married and had two sons, Reginald and
Arthur. Mrs. Thorne died in 1949.
Bob Thorne, as it has already been stated, was pro
moted Qr. Mr. in August 1914, and was due to relieve
Lieut. Qr. Mr. H. G. Rogers, as Qr. Mr. of the 1st Bn.,
who was being posted to the Depot, but this did not take
place, as Mr. Rogers had already gone overseas with that
Bn. Thorne was, however, sent to the 3rd Bn., where he
found things in a state of chaos; this, with the help of
the Commanding Officer and Adjutant he, in a very short
space of time, cleared up.
Ever keen for Active Service he pressed to be sent
to the 1st Bn. when Capt. Rogers was badly wounded,
and eventually succeeded in his wish, joining the 1st Bn.
at Gorre in Belgium in 1916.
Within a day of arrival
he had his baptism of fire in his second Campaign going
up to Givenchy with the rations.
For a daylight raid,
Bob invented a bomb apron to carry eight grenades; this
was found very serviceable for raiding and was adopted
by the Division. Those who were at Vimy Ridge in 1917
will remember how the Transport Officer Regy Cole, and
Bob Thorne, in spite of a sudden spot of snow and ice,
got the rations up by improvising pack animals to convey
these to the troops. It is difficult, after all these years
to visualise what they had to contend with—hidden trenches
covered with snow and hard with ice, but in spite of this
the rations arrived. As a result Bob Thorne was awarded
the Military Cross, which was nobly earned.

During the Battle for the Salient, with all its mud and
mire, the men in the line were fed, and when out for a
few days, baths and clean clothing were always available.
Bob Thorne carried out the traditions of his predecessor,
whatever the cost. He arranged the journey to Italy and
the journey back, always untiring to see that the officers
and men were kept happy, although at times suffering
severely from overstrain.
In July 1918, however, he was
forced by the Medical Officer to give up, and was invalided
to England. After a short time he was seconded to the
Ministry of Pensions, and helped to set up the Divisional
Boards under Col. Griffiths Boscawen, M.P., who had been
his Commanding Officer in the 3rd Bn. In 1919 he was
invalided from the Service but was retained by the Ministry
of Pensions until 1948, when he retired.
Till the outbreak of the last war he was a regular
visitor to the Annual Reunion, but since the war, what
with the death of his wife and illness, he was unable to
attend. Nevertheless, he was keenly interested in all that
pertained to the Regf. even up to the week or so before his
death.
He was a great friend and soldier; nothing was too
much trouble to help anyone. All who knew him person
ally will agree with me, that in his passing a void remains
which cannot be filled.
R. BROWN.

THE LATE JOHN JAMES LAMBIER

The many friends of the late "Jack " Lampier will be
sorry to learn of his sudden passing on January 12th last,
without any apparent signs of outward illness.
For many years he worked for the Bookstall firm of
W. H. Smith & Sons in one of the Medway Towns,
eventually coming to live in Bromley. Having served in
the old Volunteer movement in a Seige Battery of the
R.G.A., he eventually joined the National Reserve. On the
outbreak of war on August 4th, 1914, he was embodied
with the 5th Bn. The Queen's Own and proceeded to India
with that Unit on October 29th of that year. Like many
others of his age the climate was too drastic for their
health and many of them were sent back to England over
a period. They did not all get discharged immediately
on arrival, and he, with many others, were to be found
in Sgts.' Messes as waiters and in kitchens as fatigue men.
Eventually, however, he was able to join the civilian
population, and for 26 years prior to his retirement was
caretaker of the Public Library in Bromley.
Always and ever ready to assist exService men (par
ticularly exQueen's Own) he was greatly respected in
Dover, to which town he retired.
Many floral tributes were received at his interment,
not least among them was one from the Bromley Branch
of the Past and Present Association, taken by G. H.
Ccckell, who represented the Regiment and that Branch.
Our sympathy is extended to his widow in her sad
bereavement. There was no issue.
G.H.C.
P.S.—He held the 19141919 Voluntary Overseas
Service Medal, also the General Service Medal.

75
JOHN ROBERTSON
A CHELSEA PENSIONER

John Robertson was born in Dundee. At the age
of 15 years he enlisted into The Seaforth Highlanders, on
the 13th January, 1893. After a short period of service
with the 1st Bn. he was posted to the 2nd Bn. in India,
and subsequently went on Active Service with that Bn.
when they proceeded to South Africa on the 21st October,
1899. He was awarded the Queen's South African Medal
with clasps Cape Colony, Transvaal and Wittenbergen, and
the King's South African Medal with two clasps.
He
returned to the United Kingdom on the 15th February,
1903 and took his discharge on 15th July, 1906.
With a view to joining the Band of the 3rd Bn. Royal
West Kent Regiment he reenlisted on 21st July, 1906,
and was posted to the Permanent Staff as a Drummer. He
was a very fine trombone player.
On the outbreak of the First Great War he returned
to duty in the ranks, being appointed L/Cpl. on 8th
September, 1914, Acting Cpl. on 30th September, 1914,
and Acting Sgt., 25th June, 1915. He proceeded with a
draft to join the 2nd Bn. but never reached them. He
was posted to the Royal Dublin Fusiliers and later trans
ferred to the Royal Irish Fusiliers, with which Unit he
reached the rank of C.Q.M.S. He was finally discharged
on 12th February, 1919 with an Exemplary Character, and
was awarded the 19141915 Star General Service and
Victory Medals.
After discharge he lived for quite a time in Maid
stone, but in 1948 he decided to seek admission to The
Royal Hospital, Chelsea, as an InPensioner. His appli
cation was submitted by the Maidstone Branch of the Past
and Present Association of the Regt., and he was admitted
on 16th March, 1948. Posted to the Leatherhead Detach
ment on the 9th April, 1948. For the first year or so his
health was reasonably good and he carried out his duty
quite well. He was always very clean and a good example
to others. But it was obvious that he was beginning to
suffer, and he was later admitted to the Infirmary, where
he passed away on the 2nd February, 1952. He was very
proud of belonging to The Royal West Kent Regiment,
and although he could have worn the badges of either the
of the Regts. he had served in, it was ours he preferred.
He was buried at Brookwood Cemetery on Friday, 8th
February, 1952, in part specially reserved for Chelsea
Pensioners. In addition to his relatives four Pensioners
attended the Service, and the Regt. was represented by a
Sgt. from the Depot.
J.D.B.
ERNEST GULLIVER

On February 21st, 1952, Ernest (Ern.) Gulliver died
at his home, 22 Blenheim Avenue, Chatham, in his 73rd
year. He was laid to rest in the New Cemetery, Chatham,
on the 26th instant. He leaves a widow and several sons
and daughters. I attended the funeral and paraded the
Standard of the Chatham Branch Past and Present Associa
tion.
One son, a Warrant Officer in the Royal Engineers,
with 25 years service, is still soldiering on. Ern and I
soldiered at Enniskillen, and later on we served together
in " C" Coy., 2nd Bn., throughout the South African
Campaign, 19002.
At that time he held the rank of
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Cpl. and returned with the rank of C.S.M. He enlisted in
the Queen's Own in 1895, his Regimental number being
4516, and was as proud to declare his service in the R.W.K.s
as I am.
Our departed comrade served with the 6th Bn. in
France, 1915, but had suffered a severe disablement since
about 1940. I often visited him at his home. Goodbye,
old comrade, " Life's ever rolling stream bears all its sons
away."
W. Williams.

FORTHCOMING
21 st March
5th April
24th April .
3rd May
25th June
25th June
17th-18th July
I9th-25th July
20th July

EVENTS

Maidstone Branch Dinner, Maidstone.
4th Bn. Reunion, Tonbridge.
Home Counties Brigade Golf Meeting—Hendon
Golf Club.
7 th Bn. Dinner, Gravesend.
Regimental Dinner, Junior United Service Club.
At Home, Savoy Hotel.
Regimental Golf Meeting—Littlcstonc.
Tent, Maidstone Cricket Week.
Reunion, The Barracks, Maidstone.
REGIMENTAL CRICKET

The following matches have been arranged for this season:—
May 17th
....
Versus MOTE C.C. — Away, Maidstone
June 27th
....
Versus BUFFS — Away, Canterbury.
July 4th
Versus BUFFS — Home, Maidstone.
July 5th
Versus BAND OF BROTHERS — Home, Maidstone.
July 6th
Versus MOTE C.C. — Home, Maidstone,
July 26th & 27th
Versus QUEEN'S — Away, Guildford.
August 14th . . Versus OLD SUTTONIANS — Away, Sutton Valence.
August 23rd
..
Versus BABES — Home, Maidstone.
All cricketers are asked to play in as many matches as possible.
The Regimental Depot wicket will be quite safe this year !
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The 50th Regiment in New Zealand
v
THE ACTION AT NUKUMARU, 24/25th JAN., 1865

D

ESPITE the fact that this was probably the sharpest
action in which the 50th was engaged during the
Maori Wars, Fyler's History devotes less than a
page to its description. Major General Sir James Alexan
der in his book " Bush Fighting—the Maori War,"
published in 1873, describes it in fair detail, and Major
C. L. Lovegrove, of Wanganui, has also covered the action
in his sketch of the Regiment's activities in New Zealand.
It is from these last two authorities that this article is
chiefly drawn.
The Maoris in the Waitotara Country, as the country
round Wanganui was called, had become very hostile and
active during the early summer of 186465 (New Zealand
summer extends from November to March). As a result
many settlers had been driven off their farms and incidents
of arson and plunder were commonplace.
Accordingly
General Cameron, in compliance with instructions received
from His Excellency the Governor General, moved the
50th and the 2nd Bn., 18th Regiments (the 18th Foot
became the Royal Irish Regiment which was disbanded
with other Southern Irish Regiments on 31st July, 1922)
to Wanganui. Colonel Waddy, late Commanding Officer
of the 50th, was appointed Brigadier General and Com
mainder of the Imperial Force, which encamped at Alex
ander's Farm just North of Wanganui, and on the 24th
January, 1865, at 0930 hrs., marched according to instruc
tions received from General Cameron, towards the
Waitotara river. The force consisted of Royal Artillery,
Royal Engineers, 18th Regiment, 50th Regiment, and the
Military Train (described as cavalry), and amounted to
969 officers and men.
The 50th parade state being 20
officers and 524 O.R.s.
The 2/18 Regiment led the advance, which was neces
sarily very slow owing to the steep gradient of the track
which ran along the edge of the beach and then across
sand hills, and to the difficulty in passing the carts con
taining the baggage and stores across these hills. Nearing
Nukumaru the van was fired upon and the column was
sniped at for several miles by Maoris hidden in the thick
bush. When the force reached Nukumaru it was found
necessary to carry the little Maori village of that name
which was pallisaded and fortified. The Maoris were in
equal strength and well armed. The attack was made by
2/18 Regiment and repulsed—Captain Shaw of that Regt.
winning the V.C., and three men the D.C.M. for rescuing
wounded in front of the pallisades. The force then made
camp close to Paetaia Lake about half a mile from the
village, both Regiments providing a picquet—the 2/18 on
the right and 50th Regiment on the left.
General Cameron and his Staff joined the force in
camp that evening.
Next morning the Maoris with a
strength of 600 led by Chief Hori Pihama (who later
changed sides and joined the ranks of those Maoris who
were loyal to us) made a surprise attack on the picquet
line, having crept up under cover of the high fern and
flax plants unperceived till close to the sentries.
The
picquets were forced back to the first line of tents in the
camp, the weight of the attack falling upon the 50th.

Immediately after the firing commenced, all the troops
in camp got under arms and a reinforcement of 100 men
was sent to each picquet.
The attack on the left was
soon checked, but on the right the Maoris, setting fire to
the flax, under cover of the smoke, advanced with great
determination, and got within 150 yards of General
Cameron's own tent.
The Royal Artillery and Cavalry
were rapidly moved to the right, and the guns, sixpounder
Armstrongs, were fired
into the bush, and drove the
enemy out of it.
The cavalry also charged vigorously
and effectively over difficult ground.
Nothing like this fight had ever before occurred during
the course of the Maori Wars in New Zealand. Here for
the first time a large force of Maoris had appeared in the
field, and in broad daylight measured their strength against
the Pakehas (the Maori name for " Whites "). Their plan
of attack on both flanks was very good, and though carried
out with great determination and spirit it failed for want
of cohesion. The steady discipline of the British troops
and the excellence of their arms, as compared with the
inferior weapons of the Maoris, proved too much for the
enemy.
The result of the fight,
however, was to raise the
Maoris in the estimation of the troops, and proved how
readily they learnt the art of war as it was then known
to Europeans. The Maoris, for their part, were particu
larly struck with the cavalry charge, and since then large
bodies of Maoris were seen mounted, and cavalry videttes
observed.
Two wounded Maoris were brought into camp, one of
them being near a relative of the chief Rewi, who had
so distinguished himself at Orakau (see the 5th Article in
in this series). The prisoners confirmed that 600 Maoris
had come on to attack the position. Twenty two bodies
were found and buried, and many more, estimated at
seventy, including several chiefs, were wounded and re
moved by the Maoris.
The British casualties were considered to be heavy
for that war, particularly on the left where the 50th was
engaged, many of these casualties being caused by Maori
tomahawks, which gives an indication of the close quarters
nature of the fighting.
There seems to be some doubt
over the 50th's casualties. Major Lovegrove lists as one
officer (Ensign D. L. Grant) wounded, eleven other ranks
killed, one sergeant (Sgt. W. H. Wilson) and thirty seven
other ranks wounded. General Alexander, however, gives
one officer and nineteen other ranks killed and three officers
and twenty nine other ranks wounded, while Fyler records
eleven other ranks killed and two officers (Lt. Wilson and
Ensign Grant) and eighteen privates wounded.
Other
casualties given by Major Lovegrove for this battle were: —
2/18th—10 wounded, 3 died of wounds.
40th—1 officer (on detached duty) killed.
General Alexander gave four of the 50th's officers a
" pat on the back," for he says in his book: —
" Of the officers engaged in these actions, Colonel
Weare, 50th Regiment, ably directed a portion of
his Regiment in the repulse and pursuit of the
enemy, as did BrevetMajor Locke, 50th, in com
mand of the first reinforcement.
Captain Leach,
50th Regiment, the Brigadier's AidedeCamp, was of
great service in conveying orders.
Brigadier
General Waddy acknowledged the advantage he
derived from the presence of Sir Duncan Cameron
on the field; and here, as in the Crimea, the Brig
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adier's own activity, courage, and good judgment
were conspicuous."
As was the custom in those days, the dead were buried
where they had fallen. In this case a site was chosen in
the sand dunes near what was later called Handley's Farm.
Thirteen years after the fight, the question of the soldiers'
graves again cropped up.
A Major Noakes, probably
the officer in charge of the area, reported, in July, 1878: —
" Originally the graves were enclosed by a post and
rail fence, which is now rotted away.
The graves
are not to be recognised.
Cattle have run over
them, and with one exception have destroyed every
sign of them, so that the only way to ensure the
protection of all graves is to erect a fence over the
site of the old one, and as it is among the sand
hills, and is in an out of the way place, it will
cost £18 to put up a threerail post and rail fence
and planting with furze plants.
(The posts and
rails will have to be sent from Wanganui.)"
A Mr. W. Handley, presumably the owner of Handley's
Farm, appears to have interested himself in the graves, as
another letter, this time signed by a SergeantMajor Bezer,
was addressed to him the following month: —
" I am directed by the Major commanding to
inform you that the erection of a new fence around
the graves at Nukumaru is sanctioned.
Mr. W. D. Shaw will send posts and rails to you,
the latter in a day or two, and the former either
at the end of this or the beginning of next week.
The same space is to be fenced, viz, 44 panels.
You will of course not forget the furze seed: when
clearing the fern do not leave any sign of a grave.

I want you to let me know on what day it will
be completed so that I can inspect it and report
completion."
The reference to furze (or gorse) seed is interesting,
for in less than a hundred years this bush, originally im
ported to form hedges, has spread all over the country
and is now, together with rabbits also imported, the curse
of the countryside.
In March, 1892, twenty seven years after the action,
the Nukumaru remains were brought to Wanganui and were
buried near the site of the then local strong point or
Rutland Blockhouse as it was called.
A monument to
commemorate these and others killed in the Maori wars
in the Wanganui area were also erected on the spot by the
local citizens. A Regimental Memorial stone showing the
names of the eleven soldiers of the 50th killed at Nukumaru
was also erected.
After the Great War an impressive
memorial now called the " Veterans Steps" was erected
around the original monument and the 50th's stone.
I visited Wanganui at the end of 1950, and in addition
to Major Lovegrove, received much help from the President
of the local Officers' Club (Dr. J. Boyd), and from the
Army Area Officer (Capt. Malcolm, exBritish Army) in
obtaining photographs of the memorial and material for
this article. It will be seen from the photographs that the
" Veterans Steps " form an excellent setting to the citizens'
Monument and the Regimental Memorial stone. Around
the monument, which is made of stone and is surmounted
by a stone lion, are six marble plaques. The first of these
is inscribed: —
" In grateful memory of the gallant Officers and men
of Her Majesty's Imperial Army and Navy and

SACRED
TO THE MEMORY OF

JONATHAN FISHER,
SMITH IIARCR AVES,
JOSEPH COULD,
WILLIAM

ERWIN,

CEORCE F. P O O L E ,
WILLIAM

VINE

WILLIAM

LAND,

MICHAEL MURPHY,
JOHN RENNY.
HENRY PARIS,
ROBERT RIDYARD,
OF THE 30™ (QUEENS OWN! REGIMENT
WHO WERE KILt.ro IN ACTION AT
NUKUMARU.
ON THE EST JANUARY IIIC3
THIS 3TONS
IS ERECTED 0Y THE
OFFICERS

NON COMMISSIONED OFFICERS
AND PRIVATES OF THE
60"- (QUEENS QWH) REGIMENT
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Colonial Forces who died in the Service of their
country during the long wars with the natives of
these islands and who lie buried in and near this
town. This monument was erected by the inhabit
ants of Wanganui MDCCCXCII.
Near this spot stood the Rutland Blockhouse—
erected in 1847—removed 1883."
Then there are four plaques, two on each side,
inscribed with the names and Regiments of those killed
and showing the year in each case. The dates covered the
period 18471869 and the Regiments, etc., listed are: —
Seamen H.M.S. Calliope, Royal Artillery, Royal
Engineers, 5th Fusiliers (now the Royal Northum
berland Fusiliers), 14th (now the West Yorkshire
Regiment), 18th (the Royal Irish Regiment disbanded
in 1922), 28th (now the Gloucestershire Regiment),
40th (now the South Lancashire Regiment), 50th
(the Queen's Own), 57th (now the Middlesex Regi
ment), 58th (now the Northamptonshire Regiment),
65th (now the York and Lancaster Regiment), 68th
(now the Durham Light Infantry) and the Colonial
Forces.
Under the date 1865 are the names of eight men
shown as belonging to the 18th and only ten of the 50th—

You there!

Pte. J. Fisher's name having inadvertantly been shown as
in the 18th instead of the 50th. Below these names was
the inscription "The last 17 Killed at Nukumaru and
buried there."
However, as described earlier, their
remains were later disinterred and brought to Wanganui,
and at the back of the memorial are the words "The
Nukumaru remains were removed to this spot 19th March,
1892."
Finally on the opposite side to the main inscription
is the sixth plaque " to the memory of His Majesty's
Veterans who died since 1908 " with a list of names, dates,
Regiments and medals won. The majority of names on
this list are of men in the Colonial Forces, though there
are a few from the 18th, 57th and 68th Regiments who
must have taken their discharge in New Zealand.
Behind the main monument—under an arch let into
the wall forming the division between two flights of steps,
is the memorial stone erected by the 50th.
I also visited the site of the action at Nukumaru. The
flax and ferns have now completely disappeared and all
that can be seen are pleasant grass fields surrounding Lake
Paetaia, with a railway line running along the foot of the
sand dunes which our Regimental ancestors crossed with
such difficulty so many years ago.
D.E.B.T.

Never mind about how many bicycles it would have made—stick the

 thing in and let it go.''
London Express Service,
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ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: Major-General W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANT-COLONELS

Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B.. M.C.
Talbot. D. E. B., D.S.O.. M.C.

Appointments
R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
A.A.G., War Office.
MAJORS

BoothTucker, J. M. D.

(T/Lt.Col.) Comd. E.A. Labour
Group, Nairobi.
Depot Hoidee.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G., G.H.Q.,
F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G. (Maint.)
H.Q., Malaya.
(T/Lt.Col.) O.C. 4/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) Comd. 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.A.G., War Office.
O.C. West African Trg. Ctre., Accra.
2 i/c l/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Standing President C.M., H.Q.,
H.C.D.
Depot Hoidee.
O.C. Depot".
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G., H.Q.,
Land Forces, Hong Kong.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Group Adj., H.C. Bde., Depot.
G.S. (W.) 1, War Office.
M.A., Paris.
(T/Lt.Col.) 1/Para. Regt.
G.S.O. II (Ops.), Commonwealth Div.
Melbourne, Australia.
G.S.O. 2, M.E.L.F,, 17.
M.E. Centre, for Arab Studies.
Det. C.i.C's. Secretariat, B.A.O.R.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
G.S.O. 2 (Air) H.Q., Malaya.
Depot Hoidee.
Mons Offr. Cadet School.
Adjt., S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.

Heygate, E. S.. M.C.
Martyn, A., O.B.E.
Andrews, D. H.. M.C.
Jackson, L. F. W.
Elliott, G. G.. D.S.O.
Brooke, H. J. S., O.B.E. . .
Hazelton, B. E„ D.S.O.. M.C.
Fawcett, G. P.
Spurr, E. C
Stoneham, B. J. R.
Keenlyside, C. H.
Moss, R. E.
Fyler, A. R.
Buckle, P. C. M. ..
Flint, A. J. M.. M.B.E. .
Crook, P. E., O.B.E.
Read, M. R„ M.C.
Butler, R.. M.B.E., M.C.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L., M.C.
Jackson, D. W.
Thomas R. C. W., O.B.E
Bailey, J. D. B.
Archer, M. G. M.. M.C.
Rickcord, M. B.
Turner, P. R. H.
Dowse,' R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H.
Faulkner, D. O.
Brock, J. H., T.D.
Manners, D. C. J.

CAPTAINS

Waring H. B. Ff.
Eason, J. A.. T.D.
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth. G. U., M.B
Dover, V.. M.C. . .
Clarke, H. W.
White, R. K.,
Willis, C. F., T.D.
Roper, I. H., M.C.
Monckton, D., M.C., T.

1/R.W.K.
G.Ill, Northern Comd.
H.Q., 27 Inf. Bde.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
G.I I. H.Q., Land Forces, Hong Kong.
Adit., 1/R.W.K.
2/3(K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
1/Sierra Leone Regt., W.A.
Staff College, Camberley.
1/R.W.K.
Adjt. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt.,
T.A.
Depot Hoidee.
Depot, R.W.K.
G.S.O. II (Inf.) H.Q., B.A.O.R.
G.S.O. Ill Soumaldist.
O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
1/R.W.K.
Grn. Adjt. Nairobi SubArea.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
Eaton Hall, O.C. Sch.
Adit. 4/R.W.K.
l/'Para. Regt.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
1/R.W.K.
H.Q. Inf. Bde., F.A.R.E.L.F.

Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman, E. G., M.C.,
Hunting, K. M.
Burke, R. A.. M.C.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmillan, H. A.
Blum, D. E.
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.
Abplanaip, V. C.
Osborne. E. C. S.

LIEUTENANTS

Shearburn. S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.
Clarke, C. S
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R.
..
Scouller, J. A
Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P. . .
Stock, P. R.

..
..

..

(T/Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
Office of Chief of Staff G.H.Q.,
F.A.R.E.L.F.
Airborne Forces Depot.
1/R.W.K.
S.C., Soumaldist.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
,
Malayan
Basic T.C.
Adjt. Depot.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C
1/R.W.K.

2nd LIEUTENANTS

Leigh, P. S.
Howlett, G. H. W.
Craven, C. E.
Neve, R. W.

1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Depot Hoidee.
QUARTERMASTERS

Pond, B. A., M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E.. M.M.
Blake, A. G„ M.B.E.

(Maj.) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
(Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS

Names
Thrift. K. G„ O.B.E.

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M. (S.I.B.) G.H.Q.
M.E.L.F.
P.R.S., H.Q., M.E.LF.

Allen, R. H. D.. M.C.. T.D.

CAPTAINS

Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S.
Russell, H. C.. M.C.. D.C M.
Marsh, H. W.

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Regt.
P. & E.E. Pendine.
2/3 (K.), K.A.R., East Africa.
Adjt. Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin.
H.Q., S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
H.Q., B.E.T.F.O.R.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
H.Q. Northern Command.
2 Trg. Bn. (Sup.) R.A.S.C.
Ass. Camp Comdt., B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats.. War Office.
20, Families Camp, Dover.
B.A.O.R., 4.
H.O. Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
14 Bn. R.A.O.C.
(T./Maj.) A.S.P.T.

De Havilland, V. ..
Miller, D. S.
Douris, I. A.
Bell, T. D
Desmond, M. F.
Mugford, N. D.
Fitzpatrick, J. N. . .
BrooksHarrington, E. W.
Mannering, L. A.
Huckle, G. S.
Carr, A. S. A.
Gibbons, A.
Mott, D. H„ M.M.
Jones, F. J.
Duffield, G.
Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, A. P.
McDowell, P. B.
Ellwood, K. S.
Allberry, R. F.
Beaumont, S. H.

LIEUTENANTS

Davis, B. A.
Dinsdale, J. W
Allen, W. D.
Marshall, E. J .
Trevett, A. F.
Whitewood, V.
Crump, E. D.
Gray, M. H.
Woolstencroft, D. H
Wood, W. R
Elwell, H. C
Thatcher, F. W
Haft, P. R
Thatcher, F. W

5/Malay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) A.P.I.U. (U.K.).
""
Wessex G.T.C.
H.Q., 2 Inf. Div.
(2/Lt.) 1/R.W.K.
Nigeria Regt., W.A.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(2/Lt.) att. East Surrey Regt.
1/R.W.K.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Hoidee.
6th (TT) Bn. K.A.R.
Depot Hoidee.
QUARTERMASTERS

Watts, A. E., M.B.E., T.D.
Cook, E S
Hunt, W. G

..

Camp Commdt., H.C.D.
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
4th Bn. Malay Regt.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash, W., M.B.E., T.D.
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL

Jackson, L. F. W.

C.O.

MAJORS

Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Bird, C. W. L., T.D.
Coombes, A. H., T.D.
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.

Stocker, J. D., M.C., T.D.
Coath, T. C.
Cocksedge, R. E. C.
CAPTAINS

Blum, D. E., Adjt.
Ford, A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J
Bobby, J.
LIEUTENANTS

CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.
Newman, B. J.
Pennells, H. D. A.

Lovell, F. W.
McCormack, J. D.
Nash, W. M. K.
Baker, L. B. C.

2nd LIEUTENANTS

Clemence, M. J.

Duggan, H. R.
QUARTERMASTER

Blake, A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.

National Service Officers
Maclay, J. N. (Lt.).
Hatwell, A. B. (2/Lt.).
Taggart, M. (2/Lt.).
Robson, T. R. J. (2/Lt.).
BracewellMilnes, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Ferguson, H. A. L. (2/Lt.).
Snell, H. B. (2/Lt.).
Hawkins, H. C. A. (Lt.).

Evans, C.
White, D.
Thwaites,
Olilvie, J.
Coleman,
Reoch, D.
Fry, R. A.
Curry, A.

M. (2/Lt.).
R. (2/Lt.).
N. C. (2/Lt.).
B. (2/Lt.).
J. S. (2/Lt.)
C. D. (2/Lt.).
(2/Lt.).
J. (2/Lt.).
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N the 1st April, Maj. C. H. Keenlyside handed
over command of the Regimental Depot to Maj.
Robert Moss.

Maj. Keenlyside arrived at the Regimental Depot in
1948 when it was just a Cadre, consisting of a Quarter
master, an R.S.M., and a few N.C.O.s and men.
But
both he and this small permanent staff were never dis
heartened, and our Regimental Reunions and the Regi
mental sporting activities were still well organised and
run.
Great credit is due to the Officers and Men of the
Permanent Staff under him for the way in which they
kept the flag flying.
In June of last year he saw the reward of his labours
when the first batch of recruits arrived and the Depot
was reactivated.
The best wishes of all ranks go with him to his new
appointment as 2 i/c. 2 K.A.R., and also to Mrs. Keenly
side, for the great interest she has always shown in the
families' welfare at the Depot.
*

*

*

»

REGIMENTAL DIARIES, 1953—
In this month's Gazette you should find
form for Regimental Diaries for 1953.

an order

If you require a copy please complete and return the
form to:— The Editor,
The Queen's Own Gazette,
The Barracks,
Maidstone
as early as possible as the printers are pressing us for the
number required, lt will be readily understood that we
cannot afford to hold a stock of unsold diaries, so order
your copy now if you require one.
REGIMENTAL NOTEPAPER—
A limited quantity of exceptionally attractive Regi
mental crested notepaper and crested envelopes to match
may be obtained from P.M.C., Depot, by serving and ex
members of the Regiment.
The crest is embossed and raised on both paper and
envelopes, which are of Crown azure bond, super quality.
It is considered that this Regimental notepaper may
appeal particularly to Officers on E.R.E. and Staff appoint
ments.
Price, including postage: —
Pads 7" x 5£"
Envelopes
*

*

4/44d. post free.
2/24d. post free.
*

*

The 6th Bn. The Queen's Own Old Comrades' Asso
ciation are holding a Social and Dance at the White
Hart Hotel, Bromley, on Saturday the 2nd May, 1952.
Tickets, 5s. 6d. single and 9s. Od. double, including
refreshments, obtainable from the joint Hon. Secretaries—
C. Sayers, 59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington (191418),
E. Davies, 15, Widmore Road, Bromley (193945).

V

ISITORS—Among visitors to Headquarters this
month were: the Commander of 133 Bde., T.A.,
accompanied by his A.D.C., and Lt.Col. L. F. W.
Jackson.
2nd Lt. R. W. Neve reported on first Appointment
from the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst.
We
welcome him to the Regiment.
2nd Lt. M. D. A. Gregson, who was wounded in the
Malayan Ambush, and who is now recuperating.
Brig. G. Ingham, who dropped in on the way to
K.T.A.A., in connection with his Home Guard Duties.
Col. A. A. E. MerlottChitty, whom we heartily con
gratulate on his appointment as County Commandant
Army Cadet Force.
Maj. and Mrs. H. B. Waring, on the eve of their
departure for Malaya.
Lt.Col. H. D. Chaplin and Maj. J. T. Leigh in con
nection with the Regimental History.
Capt. D. E. Blum from the 4th Battalion.
Mr. H. Maxlow, who is now a Civil Servant in the
G.P.O.
Mr. C. Stringer, who called in on the way to collect
his " gong" from General Oliver. We congratulate him
on the addition of the magic letters " M.S.M." to his name.
*
*
*
We hear that Lt.Col. A. J. Coe has been appointed
Adjutant and Quartermaster of the 11th Kent (Maidstone)
Bn. Home Guard.
He will be working with Lt.Col.
E. S. Kerr, who commands the Bn.
We also hear that Capt. E. F. Weston, M.C., who
served with the 1st Bn. in India after World War I, has
been appointed Adjutant and Quartermaster of the 6th
Survey (Leatherhead) Bn. Home Guard.
*

*

*

Many wartime members of The
Queen's Own Gazette will be interested
to hear that Capt. W. MurrayWood is
Kent's new Cricket Skipper.
We hope that the County Team
will retrieve its former glory under his
leadership, and wish him every success.
*
*
*
Capt. E. C. Osborne informs us that
" Pat" Elgood has arrived in Hong
Kong, and has been posted to the same
H.Q. as himself as Staff Captain. Capt.
Osborne is now Bde. I.O., having "done"
Capt. W. Murray
Wood
Staff Capt. for over a year and G. Ill
for 6 months. He expects to be home about June, but
emphasises the word "expects."
*

*

*

Lt.Col. R. L. Travers has acquired a suitable house
in a delightful spot—his address is now "Cote," Lustleigh,
Newton Abbott, S. Devon.
He informs us that he hopes to be at the Regimental
Dinner and is looking forward to seeing his old friends.
*
*
*
Lt.Col. J. M. Haycraft has given up the Secretary
ship of the Officers' Club. Aldershot, and is now employed
in the War Office.
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Capt. R. Allberry, who is serving with the R.A.O.C. at
Didcot, sends best wishes to the Depot, and all good
fortune for 1952.
*

*

*

Promotions and Appointments

*

We have had a lengthy letter from Maj. M. G. M.
Archer, who says he looks forward to receiving his Q.O.G.
very much, and informs us, " this month you could have
knocked me down with a feather to see so many wedding
and engagement casualties—Bobbie Flint, Waring and Pat
Elgood. Now I know how Pat spent his time at the Staff
College."
Much of what he has written we are unfortunately
unable to publish without incurring the risk of a break
in diplomatic relations with an unnamed foreign power.
He finishes up by telling us that when the Saddle Club
has a vacancy he intends to join it, but at the moment it
is full up. " This is in fact about a mile away and my
riding therefore depends on the purchase of a bicycle
which, a month after ordering, N.A.A.F.I, has not suc
ceeding in getting."



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
085 Sgt. Cooper P., R.A.E.C. att. 1/R.W.K.,
Erskine Camp, Kuala Kubu Bharu,
Selangor, Malaya.
The Editor,
Queen's Own Gazette,

EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY
Maj. A. Martyn, O.B.E. (44138), to be
February, 1952.

Lt.Col., 22nd

Richard William Neve (420895), from R.M.A. Sandhurst,
to be 2nd Lt., 8th February, 1952, with seniority, 8th
February, 1952.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Capt. (War Subs. Maj.) R. P. Tong (52362), to be Maj.,
1st January, 1949.
Hon. Maj. Hamlyn Richard Hubert Frederick Irwin,
D.F.C. (380354), from Spec. List (exIndian Army)
retd., to be Capt., 18th February, 1952, retaining the
hon. rank of Maj. (Substituted for notification in
Gazette Supplement), 26th Feb, 1952.
MEDALS & DECORATIONS
The QUEEN has been graciously pleased to confer
the award of The Territorial Efficiency Decoration and
1st Clasp upon
Maj. (Hon. Lt.Col. H. O. Hinton, O.B.E. (56323).
4

OBITUARY

Dear Sir,
Towards the end of 1951 I wrote to the Branch Sec
retaries of the Past and Present Association, asking for
their help, as books were difficult to obtain here. Promises
of assistance have been received from Q.M.S. Waterman,
Mr. LatterStepley, Mr. Elvey, Mr. Dawson and C.S.M.
Hills, and two parcels of books and magazines have already
been received from the Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells
Branch and from the Depot. On behalf of the men who
will read the books, I would like to thank those respon
sible for collecting and sending them. 1 would also like
to say how much I appreciate the many helpful suggestions
1 have received, and to thank Q.M.S. Waterman for
arranging for my appeal to be published in the Kent.
Messenger.
I am glad to say that the position is now slightly
easier, as the W.V.S. have come forward with a hand
some gift of books, and some have been obtained through
the Brigade, but in spite of this any books received will
be welcome.
P. B. COOPER,
Sgt., R.A.E.C., att. 1/R.W.K.

CAPTAIN C. E. STADDON

A



FEW weeks after resigning his post
as Town Clerk of Beckenham,
owing to continued illhealth, Mr.
C. Eric Staddon, O.B.E., of Tudor Road,
Beckenham, died on Friday at Becken
ham Hospital, at the age of 60.
Mr. Staddon was the first Town
Clerk of Beckenham, when it was incor
porated as a borough in 1935. He had
previously been Clerk to the Urban
District Council for five years.
Mr. Staddon's service in the first
World War extended over four years.
He was an officer in the 5th Bn., The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regi
CAPT. STADDON ment, and served in India and Mesopo
tamia, reaching the rank of captain. During the last war
he was Controller of the local Civil Defence organisation.
He was awarded the King's Jubilee Medal in 1935. and the
O.B.E. in 1945.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

(Reprinted by courtesy of " Kentish Times.")

The Editor acknowledges with thanks, receipt of the
following Regimental Journals: —
The Dragon, The Tank, The Sapper, The Snapper,
St. George's Gazette, The R.A.O.C. Journal, The
Manchester Gazette, The R.A.S.C. Journal, The
Lancashire Lad, Ca Ira, The Wish Stream.

Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
' The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
'""p* HIS month's picture of the " Medal" Bay explains
itself.
*
Since, however, this picture was taken, the bay
has been modified to some extent, due mainly to the
acquisition of gifts of medals and decorations.
The Banner—in honour of the first seven divisions to
take part in the 191418 war, has had to be found other
accommodation within the Museum. Each Infantry Regt.
incorporated in the first seven divisions which proceeded
to France in 1914, was represented in a Memorial Service
in the Albert Hall in London in 1914(7). Each represen
tative party present carried a banner worked and presented
by the ladies in their respective territorial districts, and the
one visible in the picture was that presented to our Regt.
—The Queen's Own.
As far as possible, medals for the different wars have
been grouped in separate cases.
As a matter of interest it might be pointed out that
medals were not issued to the British Army until 1814,
when Queen Victoria issued an order to the effect that
a genera! service medal was to be awarded to such of
Her old soldiers who were still alive and took part in
the Peninsular war.
Previous to the issue of the General Service Medal,
17961844 (and Waterloo, 1815)—Regts. were awarded

their own medals to individuals who merited a special
award for distinguished conduct in the field. Most of these
medals (gold and silver) have found their way into the
hands of private collectors. As a rule, these medals bore
on the obverse the crest of the Regt., and on reverse a list
of battles and engagements in which the recipient took
part.
A good collection of Regimental medals is on display
at the United Services Museum, Whitehall.
The first known record of a medal was " The Ark
and Flood" Medal issued to certain individuals of the
Royal Navy who took part in the operations against the
Spanish Armada.
It has been recorded that Napoleon Buonoparte was
mainly instrumental in getting medals introduced into the
British Army.
On his way to St. Helena to captivity, he inspected
a guard of honour of Royal Marines.
He asked the
Officer Commanding the Guard, " Has none of these men
seen service?"
"Yes, Your Excellency," replied the
Officer, " most of these men took part in the Campaigns
just concluded!" "Where are their medals?" enquired
the Emperor. " It is not the practice of the British Army
to award medals," was the reply
"Tuttut," said the
Emperor, " such is not the way to reward valour!"
It is understood that this incident was the origin of
the General Service Medal as we now know it.

82

M

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

OBITUARY

r. Albert George Baker, known affectionately as
" Billie " to all, was laid to rest at The Cemetery,
Maidstone, on the 21 st March, 1952.
The following Past and Present members of The
Queen's Own attended the funeral: Maj. B. A. Pond,
M.B.E., R.S.M. A. J.
Hayley, Dmr. Boulton,
Mr. Walker, Mr. and
Mrs. Jack Sheppard.
Mr. Bourne, D.C.M.,
M.M., Mr. Steer, Mr.
Dan
McCarthy,
Mr.
Stringer, Mr. Hendrick,
M.B.E., Mr. Stone.
As I stood at the
graveside on the after
noon of the burial, the
sun shining brightly and
the birds singing with
the coming of Spring,
my thoughts went back
over the years to
" Billie " as 1 first knew
him, the year was 1907
and I was making my
first appearance before
the public in the ring at
the age of 8. On the
MR. A. G. BAKER
same bill were: " Cpl. Bill Baker," Curly Watson, Fred
Latter, Frank Craig (The Coffee Cooler), Jack Sheppard
and his Brother.
What a lionhearted fighter Billie was, hard hitting,
strong and did not know the word defeat.
As Dan
McCarthy said during a conversation we had afterwards,
" Bill Baker was the forerunner of boxing in The Queen's
Own." Through his skill and ability followed such worthy
champions as:
Sgt. Bob Darley, M.M. (Army and Navy
Champion), Sgt. Jack Sheppard (Light Weight Champion
of India), Brickie Smith (Army and Navy Champion),
Choby Russell, Ginger Ott, C.S.M.I. L. Hcban, M.M.
(Army and Imperial Services Champion).
" Billie " in his day fought and defeated the top liners
in British boxing.
His fights against "Young Josephs,"
the light weight champion of Great Britain, were amongst
the finest ever seen at The Ring, Blackfriars.
In 1913, Sgt. Baker won both the light and welter
weight championships in the same year and same com
petition when winning the Irish Army Championships. I
cannot vouch for the truth of this, but it is said that for
three fights running he did not leave the ring. The next
year a boxer was barred from entering more than one
weight. A brief but inadequate summary of Billie Baker's
records is as follows: —
1909—Winner, Light Weight Championship, Army & Navy.
1910—Lost in SemiFinal Championship, Army and Navy.
1911—Winner, Light Weight Championship, Army and
Navy after extra round with Jones, Light Weight
Champion of India.
1912—Winner of both Welter and Middle Weight Cham
pionships of the Irish Army Championships at
Portebella Barracks, Dublin.
.191 %—Lost in the Final of the Army and Navy Champion
ships at Aldershot.

1913—Winner of the Middle Weight Championship Irish
Army Championships.
A brief summary of his bouts other than in the Army
Navy Championships are as follows: —
9th, 1909. at Maidstone v. P. O. Roach—won on pts.
14th, 1909: at London v. J. Tucker—won on points.
7th, 1910: at London v. Young Johnson (American
Negro)—won on points.
Feb. 24th, 1910: at N.S.C. v. Young Josephs (Lt. Wt.
Champ, of England)—20 Rds., lost on points.
Mar. 3rd, 1910: at Tidworth v. P. O. Dunn—won on points.
Mar. 26th, 1910: at Wonderland v. Seaman Brewer—won
on points.
Apr. 16th, 1910: Portsmouth v. P. O. Roach—won on pts.
Apr. 18th, 1910: at N.S.C. v. Seaman Green—won on
points.
May 30th, 1910: at N.S.C. v. Sapper O'Neill—won on
points.
Nov. 19th, 1910: at The Ring v. Harry Rowe—10 Rds.,
won on points.
Dec. 17th, 1910: at Bordon v. Dvr. Brooke—won, K.O.
1st Round.
Dec. 26th, 1910: at Holborn v. Jack Meekins—6 Rds.,
lost on points.
Jan. 14th, 1911: at Wonderland v. Jack Meekins—won,
K.O. 8th Round.
Mar. 18th, 1911: at Aldershot v. L/Cpl. Zimmer—6 Rds.,
won on points.
Apr. 15th, 1911: at Wonderland v. Alf Reed—10 Rds.,
lost on points.
Apr. 25th, 1911: Aldershot v. Spr. O'Neil—10 Rds., draw.
May 3rd, 1911: at The Ring v. Young Josephs (Lt. Wt.
Champ, of England)—lost on points, judges disagreed
on verdict.
Dec. 3rd, 1911: at Dublin v. Bdr. Morgan—K.O. win in
7th Round.
Dec. 11th, 1911: at The Ring v. Raphal Belle (Frenchman)
—10 Rds. won on points.
May 9th, 1912: at Liverpool v. Johnny Summers—20 Rds.
lost on points.
June 24th. 1912: at Dublin v. Kid Davis—8 Rds., won.
Sept. 11th. 1912: at Sheffield v. Gus Platts—lost on points.
Dec. 3rd, 1912: at Curragh v. Lesson—won on points.
Jan. 23rd, 1913: at Dublin v. Bdr. Morgan—won in 6th
Round.
Feb. 28th, 1913: at Dublin v. Mic Morgan—won in 6th
Round.
Dec. 8th, 1913: at Southampton v. Cpl. Zimmer—won in
7th Round.
May 4th. 1914: at Southampton v. Albert Crouch—won
in 5th Round.
July 26th, 1914: at The Ring v. Jean Constant—lost,
retired 7th Round with eye injury.
Oct. 11th, 1917: at The Ring v. Sgt. Zimmer—15 Rds.,
lost on points.
After the First World War, Billie Baker devoted his
skill and experience to the training of recruits in boxing
at the Depot.
During recent years he has been in ill
health. Billie has passed on but to those of us who had
the pleasure of knowing him he will ever remain in our
memory as a grand clean sportsman, one of the cleverest
boxers that ever fought in the ring, with a record that
is outstanding for all times.
and
Dec.
Dec.
Feb.

B.A.P.
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GILL MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS
Tel.:

A

NUMBER of Gill Memorial Scholarships and
Exhibitions at Brighton College are offered this
year for competition among sons of officers who
hold or have held a commission in the Army.
These
awards are tenable all the time a boy is at the College,
providing he is satisfactory. Their value will depend upon
the financial position of the boys' parents.
Candidates
must be under 14 years on 1st June, 1952. The awards
will be made on the results of the June Entrance Scholar
ships Examination at the College.
One Scholarship for the Brighton College Junior
School will also be open to candidates who are under 11
on 1st June, 1952.
Successful candidates for any of these awards will
enter the College in September.
The War Office has power to nominate boys to com
pete for these awards, and application for nomination
by the War Office, accompanied by birth certificate and
certificates of conduct from the headmasters of the schools
which the boys have attended for the previous two years,
should reach the Under Secretary of State (C.2), The War
Office, London S.W.I, not later than 17th April, 1952.
Further particulars about the awards may be obtained
from the Headmaster of the College.

REGENT 5915.

J. B. JOHNSTONE
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34 SACKVILLE ST., LONDON

Specially Appointed to The
Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of Her Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.

War Office, S.W.I.
19//; February, 1952.

+

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS

MAIDSTONE'S

QHimto&e

SAFEST

MILK!!

j£ett 5)aViies, £td.

19, LOWER STONE ST., MAIDSTONE
Telephone 2610

BIRTH
BOULTON.—At Chatham on March 12th, 1952, to Dmr.
Boulton and Mrs. Boulton, Married Quarters, Maid
stone, a son (Timothy George).

DEATHS
HILLS.—On Sunday, 16th March. 1952, Mr. W. Hills,
late 6335022, The Queen's Own.
WALTER—On March 10th, 1952, Georgina Mary Lee,
widow of Lt.Col. Frank Walter, R.W.K., and younger
daughter of the late John Moylan Thomas, of River
side, Maryland and Philadelphia, U.S.A.
STADDON.—At Beckenham on 7th March, 1952, Capt.
Eric Staddon, O.B.E., Town Clerk of Beckenham and
late R.W.K. (Obituary Notice in this issue).
BAKER.—At 82, Coombe Road, Maidstone, Mr. A.
Baker, late R.W.K. (Bill). (Obituary Notice in this
issue).
We extend our sincere sympathy to the surviving
relatives of the above named.

PASTEURISED MILK
TUBERCULIN TESTED
(Farm Bottled)

MILK
32, THE BROADWAY,
MAIDSTONE — and a t
Tel: 2610

WEST MALLING
Tel: West Moiling 3101

Read
Your County Newspaper,
Published Fridays, price 3d.

KENT
MESSENGER
The County Paper of Kent
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: News from
i st BATTALION

T

HE last month has been
an eventful one for the
Bn., especially opera
tionally.
10 bandits were
killed in three days. A Coy.
got two, Sp. Coy. two, and
C Coy. six
This was very
good going and brought the
Bn. score to 51 in 11 months.
On the 10th March D Coy.
killed another one so that the
score now stands at 52
bandits in 11| months.

Battalions :
" A 99 COMPANY
The Coy. has continued in its role of Framework Coy.
at K.K.B. Some success, at any rate in the operational
sphere, has attended our efforts, in that we added another
two bandits to our score.
1 PI. were on a routine patrol on the 20th February,
in fairly open rubber when two Chinese ran off at the
sight of our approaching troops. Each of them dropped
a bag in his hurry to get away, so, challenging, Cpl. Harris
fired and succeeded in wounding one. Swiftly the PI.
closed the bandits' escape routes and, with the aid of an
Iban tracker's eyes, which rarely miss much, Cpl. Harris,
Pte. Hodson (Bren) and the Iban opened fire killing both
bandits and recovering a Japanese revolver and several
rounds.

Another event of note
has been the arrival of the
first of our war dogs. These
dogs, which regard everyone
except their handlers with
animosity to say the least,
have given rise to a feeling
of sorrow for the bandits
should the two encounter. So
far, although the dogs have
been taken out, there has been no contact.

Food, documents and money were also found. Credit
must go to Cpl. Harris and the leading section for their
prompt and skilful action in making so certain our score
increased.

To turn from operations to sport, B Coy. won the
inter Coy. boxing shield with a very fine team, most of
whom represented the Bn. against the 1st Bn. The Man
chester Regt. in the Malayan Finals. The Bn., represent
ing South Malaya, reached the finals without having to
fight anybody.
All the other units in South Malaya
apparently had heard of our boxing skill.
The result
of this match was a narrow victory to the Manchester
Regt. by 6 fights to 5. We wish them success in the
FARELF finals and congratulate all our boxers on their
pluck.

Our congratulations are due to L/Cpls. Stevenson,
Chitty and Matcham on their promotion. We wish them
every success in their new duties.

In the South Malaya District Individual Champion
ships three boxers entered the finals.
They were Ptes.
Read, Oldacre and Ebbs.
The first two won.
Reads'
victory was especially praiseworthy.
There were no
opponents for him in the Light Heavyweight division so
he boxed as a Heavyweight and won both of his fights
by knockouts.
POST SCRIPT
Heard on the wireless on a recent op.: —
Control: How is your dog?
Outstation: My dog's killing, me.

Cpl. Harris was also involved in another action
earlier in the month when the Coy. was taking part in
a Bn. operation.
It was thought at the time that the
result was negative, but information has since been
received giving rise to hopes that at least one bandit, and
an important one at that, was killed. We are eager to
learn that this is in fact so.

The month of February saw departures from the Coy.
we could ill afford. Lts. Beale and Woolstencroft, both
of whom have been with A Coy. from the beginning, left
to take up the appointments of I.O. and M.T.O. respec
tively. We hope they have successful tenures of office.
Perhaps they will come back and do a patrol for old times'
sake!
Capt. Roper, after a very brief stay as 2i/c. has now
moved on to the appointment of Adm. Officer.
On the other side of the ledger we were very pleased
to welcome two new PI. Comds. straight from U.K.—
2/Lts. Craven and Smith.
They have been kept very
busy being initiated into the mysteries of comd. in this
theatre and have now taken over Pis. of their own.
Our sporting activities have been confined to soccer
and boxing. The interCoy. boxing competition, although
we made a late start in training a team, we managed to
tie for third place with H.Q. Coy. Representing the Coy.
were Cpl. Ticehurst, L/Cpl. Chitty, Ptes. Butler, Groves,
Slivinski, Wornham and Glover,
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In our soccer games with other Coys, we have won
5, drawn 1 and lost 2. We think this is quite a good
performance, and subject to the bogey of release, we hope
to keep it up.

" B " COMPANY
Since last going to press, changes have taken place
within the Coy. New faces have appeared within the Pis.
due to the arrival of reinforcements.
Coy. H.Q. have
taken unto themselves a new Coy. Clerk in the guise of
a monkey. We welcome them all to the fold, and hope
that their stay will be a happy one.
A notable achievement during the month was the
winning of the interCoy. boxing shield. Rcsplendant in
new shorts and vests, the Coy. team as well as looking
the part, soon proved that they could act the part by
finishing 5 points clear of the runnerup, Sp. Coy.
To
commemorate the occasion, beer was had by all and
sundry.
We are sad to relate the departure of old faces. Cpl.
Brown to U.K. on medical grounds, and Ptes. Morris,
Burchett and Thornton on release, to civilian life. Wc
wish them all the very best and would welcome news from
them from time to time.
A long awaited event has at last taken place. Pte.
Frost, who has been absent from us for 6 weeks, on a
Dog Course, has now arrived with the War Dog. Already
both master and hound have been tested in the jungle
and ere long we expect to see them (bringing home the
bacon), in preparation for the dog's arrival a huge Super
Kennel had been made, but as a portable kennel also
arrived with the dog, Pte. Frost was heard to remark
that the kennel would not go begging, for he would move
into it himself that day.
Since Bernard Wicksteed's articles have appeared in
the Daily Express and reproduced in previous issues of
Q.O.G., many V.I.P .S have found Trolak on the map and
have paid us a visit. These include Gen. R. E. Urquhart,
and the Director of Operations, Gen. Sir Rob Lockhart,
and finally our Brigade Commander, Brig. R. T. K. Pye.
It would appear from the foregoing paragraph that Trolak
is now definitely " on the map."
In last month's Notes it was stated that C.S.M.
Boorer would be leaving us for H.Q. Coy. The powers
that be, however, have decreed otherwise, and C.S.M.
Boorer remains with us. The vacant chair left in the Q
Office has been ably filled by C.Q.M.S. Simpson (a legacy
of H.Q. Coy. previously hibernating in the Q.M.'s Ofiice).
Wc wish farewell to C.S.M. Armstrong and wish him suc
cess as the new C.S.M. of H.Q. Coy.
Our Coy. Comd., Maj. V. Dover, M.C., is rarely seen
at the Coy. Base these days, as he has gone " Op. happy "
and spends so much time in the Ulu that it would appear
that his famous "Give them the full treatment" requires
his personal presence on ops. to ensure in fact that should
contact be made with the bandits, the full treatment is
applied. A pity that we have not seen any bandits lately.
Congratulations to C Coy. on their " five" in one go.
The rubber trees at Trolak are now shedding their
leaves. This means less latex and therefore less smell of
rubber—oh, sweet smell. It's a pity Autumn does not
last longer than one month in Malaya.

Cpl. Pluck, brother of the famous " Porkus Sgt.
Pluckus " has arrived from Hong Kong to join B Coy.
That seems about all for this month—except that
inoculations are due for renewal any time now.
Capt. K. Dodson.

" C " COMPANY
All events of the past month were overshadowed by
the death of the King. (At the time the whole Coy. was
on ops. and the sad news was passed by 68 set).
We
offer our sincere and respectful sympathy to members of
the King's Household. On the day of the Royal Funeral,
Sunday routine was observed, and the whole Coy. paraded
for two minutes' silence.
We have had a full share in the general success of
the Bn. this month. For the first time, one evening we
were given some " spot on" information that bandits
would be collecting food from rubber tapper lines. 9 PI.
with 2/Lt. Howlett and Sgt. Wilde were out within minutes
to take up ambush positions, and just as dark was tailing
two bandits walked into the position, one of whom was
added to our score.
Next morning an S.E.P. came in from 8 Pi. M.R.L.A.
He had been tried for not being a good comrade and
sentenced to death, but managed to slip away the same
night. This was the first time we had anything on our
main enemy. So. 7 PI. under 2/Lt. Howlett and 2/Lt.
Elwell went out, with Alexander as our new recruit was
called, to revisit his old haunts. That night they lay up
not far from the bandit camp and next morning it was
found. Unfortunately all that remained was a body of
a bandit who had not been so lucky as Alexander and
had paid the price of diverging from the party doctrine.
As they were coming out of the camp the leading scout
saw five bandits walking along a path in an oil palm
estate.
As if this were the most natural thing in the
world to see, Pte. Manktelow, the leading scout, coolly
informed the Patrol Commander. An outflanking attack
was ordered, and while one section charged down the hill,
the other section ran along the top giving covering fire
with Bren guns and the E.l. rifle, which Sgt. Bucknell,
M.M., fired from the shoulder with considerable effect.
After an engagement lasting nearly half an hour our score
had been increased by five, which brought us level with
A and D Coys. Our bag included the PI. Sgt. and the
gunner of the Jap M.G. which had inflicted such heavy
casualties at Ulu Caledonia, two privates of the PI. and
a Min Yuen.
Alexander had still a lot to tell us and
the next week was spent going round the estates, where
innumerable food dumps and supply dumps were located.
These were most cunningly placed, one consisting of tins
of food, clothing and documents scattered over a hill top
beneath the bushes, while another was found in a hollow
tree, which was accessible only by a rope ladder, but
once inside was found to be stuffed with bandit goodies.
Within the past few days the Coy. has again been
out, with a PI. of D Coy. in support, and most appro
priately it was this 11 PI. who located and attacked a
camp when the bandit 8 PI. was reorganising.
Good
work enabled them to add one to the bag and draw
ahead of us once more. We congratulate D Coy. on an
excellent piece of work in breaking up 8 M.R.L.A. once
again, though we point out that we hatched the plot. We
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expect at least a repeat performance when next we invite
them to our area.
Despite the call of ops., we have managed to keep
several sporting fixtures.
The return match with B Coy.,
Camcronians, which we had looked forward to was played
at Hampden Park, Batang Berjuntai. Until a quarter of
an hour from the end there was no score, but then four
goals were scored against us without reply. The team
was then compensated for their defeat by an excellent
and most enjoyable party. We have also played " Y " T.P.
of 42 Commandos, who had accounted for five bandits
on the previous day. However, their luck didn't hold,
for the Coy. won 6—1 after a most enjoyable game, which
was in fact much closer than the score suggests.
We also congratulate the Coy. boxing team, despite
ops. and short notice, a great deal of training was put in,
and Pte. "Chalky " White won his event, while Pte. " Sugar
Ray" Robertson won the eliminator, but was unable to
fight in the final owing to a broken thumb.
We welcome to the Coy. our new 2i/c., Capt. Shear
burn, and his batman Pte. Lloyd. Also Ptes Edwards and
Blyghton have had the luck to be posted to us. Finally
we congratulate the hard working L/Cpl. Stenning on
getting that second stripe.

" D " COMPANY
We have been back at H.Q. now, for over a month—
as a result we have had fewer operations to keep us
occupied.
It has rained incessantly, too, but the few
operations we have been on have generally turned out
successfully. Last week 11 PI. with a section of 12 PI.
attached to it, contacted about 20 bandits and in spite
of their excellent defences, killed one and wounded an
other, which makes us top Coy. again with 15 bandits.
A rifle, twenty three packs and a lot of equipment were
recovered. A Communist flag, also, was captured and
now hangs over Maj. Upton's head in the Coy. Office.
We are sorry to have lost the exclusive services of
Cpl. Parish's signallers, and of the M.T., who did us so
well while we were on detachment.
There is now no shortage of Ibans in the Coy. since
Mr. Barnes took over a section of them. He should not
have any difficulty in finding his way round the jungle
with 12 trackers to help him. Both Mr. Barnes and Pte.
Adland are experiencing some anxiety about the early
releases for the University. It is rumoured that they will
be willing to sign on till next October if they are unsuc
cessful in gaining their early releases.
Congratulations to Pte. and Mrs. Terry on the birth
of their daughter on the 13th February.
Ptes. Norman and Tolley have returned from Singa
pore and are now fullytrained DogHandlers. The Coy.
is now equipped with 2 dogs—as well as the usual amount
of old bones.
The C/Sgt. is to be congratulated on his success in
the recent Coy. Shadow Boxing Competition—also on
obtaining his 1st Class Certificate of Education.
It is recorded in the Coy. Diary that Capt. Campbell,
throwing caution and the accounts to the winds, went out
on an operation last week. However, he has now fully
recovered, and is back at his usual job again.

SUPPORT COMPANY
After extensive enquiries amongst the married quarters
in Kuala Lumpur, the writer has at last managed to
collect all necessary data for the Coy.'s Order of Battle.
There have been one or two changes since the names of
th " bard core " last appeared in print.
Coy. Comd.—Maj. P. C. M. Buckle.
Coy. 2 i/c.—Capt J. S. Fletcher.
C.S.M.—W.O. II R. H. W. Nichols.
C.Q.M.S.—C/Sgt. V. Cooper.
A/Tk. PI. Comd.—Lt. P. J. Goodwin.
A/Tk. PI. Sgt.—Sgt. J. Redpath.
M.M.G. PI. Comd.—Sgt. F. Bradshaw.
M.M.G. PI. Sgt.—Sgt. J. Lingham
Aslt. Pnr. PI. Comd.—2/Lt. A. C. L. Halsall.
Aslt. Pnr. PI. Sgt.—Sgt. G. Smith.
The Coy. Comd. it at present spending two weeks'
leave on the sandy beaches of Port Dickson.
In his
absence, Capt. Fletcher has taken over the reins.
The Sgt./Maj. has also been on leave, and has now
moved into his married quarter.
Notable departures during the past few weeks have
been C/Sgt. Inglcby, who has returned to the rigours of
England and eventually to civilian life. Good luck C/Sgt.,
you are missed already. Sgt. R. Barton of the Aslt. Pnr.
PI. has also gone, but only to K.K.B., where he is now
Officers' Mess Sgt.
Reinforcements have arrived in 2/Lt. Halsall from
England, Sgt. Cooper from H.Q. Coy., and Sgt. Smith
from C Coy. We have not yet seen the latter, as he is
in hospital; we wish him a speedy recovery.
Sgt. Redpath is soon leaving the Bn. to take up his
new job with the 4th Bn.
Sgt Redpath has been the
oldest jungle basher in the Bn. for some time, and also
one of the fittest. He will be sadly missed by all of us*
and particularly the A/Tk. PI.
The writer of this article had rather rashly put that
" the by now famous floods at Ulu Bernam had abated, to
be superseded by a sea of mud." As this article is being
typed, the floods have returned in no mean fashion, and
the sea of mud lies several fathoms down.
PLATOON NOTES
ANTI TANK PL.
Three new members of the PI., Ptes. Bates, Newick
and Dulfcll are welcomed; may they quickly settle down
with us.
 We have at last had a bit of luck! A few weeks
ago the PI. found five bandit camps in one day. The
fact that all the camps were empty was received with
mixed feelings, as the first was a fortress with well pre
pared defensive positions.
The PI. still has a few sick, lame and lazy. Now it
is stomach trouble, but vast quantities of " Pom" arc
blamed for this. Even the PI. Comd.'s stomach was up
side down. He would occasionally halt the PI. and dash
behind a rubber tree, posting a Bren gunner to act as
sentry.
One advantage of being on Detachment is that we
get an opportunity of using the swimming bath at the
Sultan Idris College. Cpl. Arthur is reaching great heights,
and now dives from the edge of the pool. He is going
home shortly, and hopes to give a display of diving off
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Margate pier.

(Should we say diving or belly flopping?)
" Kampong."
ASSAULT PIONEER PL.
We must report with mixed feelings that the PI. is
now back on Detachment.
This time it is in much
superior conditions to Kerling, the scene of our last
Detachment in JuneAugust last year.
Ably led by Capt. Fletcher, a section from the PI.
succeeded in concluding the careers of two more of the
unlawful fraternity. Acting on information received, the
section laid an ambush which proved completely success
ful. The two bandits who arrived were both despatched
with no loss of time.
A growing murmuring in the PI., consisting of such
phrases as "What boat?" "sailing date," and "release
group" passing between L/Cpl. Berry, Ptes. Beeching,
Bowler and Coultrip denotes that the old sweats of the
happy family will soon be embarking for the promised
land. While wishing them all the best for the future, the
remainder of us welcome to the PL eight potential Bren
gunners from the last draft. Everyone looks forward to
the task of introducing them to the ancient art of jungle
bashing.
Pte. Freeman having handed his Bren gun over, and at
last consenting to wear that stripe, is now attending an
Aslt. Pnr. Course in Johore, together with Cpl. Gordon
and L/Cpl. Noakes.
Cpl. Lane now stands alone to
check the few who wander from the straight and narrow
at Ulu Bernam.
M.M.G. PL.
Since our last edition, Sgt. Lingham has returned to
the fold after a month's holiday in the Sgts.' Mess. We
hope he is looking forward to some more jungle bashing.
A Glider pilot, Sgt. Tapping by name, joined the
Pl. to learn how to live in the jungle in case he should
crash. To the disgust of several members of the PL, he
turned out to be an exceptionally good card player. The
PL, after a short holiday, has again taken up mountaineer
ing, much to the dismay of two members of the R.M.P.
attached. Mutterings have also been heard from No. 2
Section Bren Group, to the effect that the C/Sgt. should
issue spiked boots.
A Pte. in the PL has aspirations of becoming one of
the unpaid, unwanted class (L/Cpls.). We wish him the
best of luck. Cpl. Blake, the lucky blighter, has returned
to England on an M.M.G. Course. Being a very popular
N.C.O. we were very sorry to see him go, but wish him
every success.

EYES RIGHT

f

If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fact anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020

At last it has been brought to the notice of the Coy.
Comd. that the M.M.G. PL needs new blood. We have
had two men join us from the new draft, Ptes. Hazledine
and Bell. We are now having doubts that we belong to
an Infantry Bn., because of the number of engineering
tasks we undertake.

H.Q. COMPANY
Among the varied topics of conversation throughout
the Coy. during the past few weeks, one of the foremost
concerned the E.T.A. of our new C.S.M., W.O. II Arm
strong from B Coy. C.S.M. Armstrong has now arrived,
and we are pleased to welcome him to the Coy. C.S.M.
Watts, well known to most of our readers, has not left
the Coy. but has assumed the duties of Drill Sgt.
Unfortunately we have lost Capt. Shearburn to C Coy.,
but to balance the scales are fortunate in having Lt.
Woolstencroft from A Coy. to take his place as M.T.O.
The Coy. once again joined the bandit hunt, and
although not in hunting pink, returned with faces coloured
to suit the occasion after missing two bandits on a night
ambush. Their prey managed to escape despite what was
described as a withering burst of fire from the Bren of
" Sailor " Milne.
Cpl. McGinty has now transferred to applying his
arts and crafts to economising on our butter rather than
our fourbytwo, and we but await the innovation of
Scotch ebbs for breakfast.
We congratulate our five representatives in the
Bn. Sevenaside Rugby team on their display in the
Selangor R.F.U. Sevens. Details of their successes in inter
mediate rounds and of their final fate in the semifinal
is printed elsewhere. We extend these congratulations to
encompass our two representatives in the Bn. Boxing team,
Ptes. Perrin and Oldacre. Perrin is now the envy of us
all on the high seas, but Oldacre has continued his suc
cess to the Malayan Individual Boxing Championships.
We remain blessed with peace at the weekends when
the married men have surreptitiously embusscd for K.L.
and only wish that there were enough lorries for us all.

M.T. SECTION
We welcome to the M.T. Section Lt. Woolstencroft,
who has come to us after several months of jungle bashing
with A Coy. We would like to wish Capt. S. R. O'R.
Shearburn, exM.T.O., the very best of luck on being
posted to C Coy., as 2 i/c.
12 new arrivals have come to us from the draft Coy.,
and we are very pleased to say that they are the best
trainees we have had since arriving in Malaya.
We were sorry to lose Smiler Harman, who has
departed for the U.K. after handing over the C.O.'s jeep,
Pte. Perrin, who was one of our best boxers, and wrecker
Stretton. We wish them all the best of luck.
Cpl. Shoebridge, Cpl. Potts, L/Cpl. Brown, L/Cpl.
Hallett, L/Cpl. Southin, L/Cpl. Broderick are to be con
gratulated on their promotion. Cpl. Shoebridge has been
on an M.T. Course, and I think that he kept up
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the tradition of the M.T. by keeping the wheels rolling
(if he gets any fatter he will be rolling himself).
Cpl.
Russell, our P.O L. N.C.O., has returned from compas
sionate leave in the U.K., and we are very pleased to
have him back. Cpl. Constable has gone off to Trolak
and handed over the most important job of Detail N.C.O.
to Cpl. Lovell, who always puts the Adjutants detail down
in RED ink (capital letters).
We are very pleased to
announce that during the month of February the M.T.
were accident free. Congratulations go out to all drivers,
for our vehicles covered well over 70,000 miles during the
month.
There have been changes in our Tech. Stores, Sgt.
(Vic.) Cooper, the 828 king, has left us and gone to
Support Coy. to take over the duties of C.Q.M.S., and
Pte. (Bogey) Lee has been transferred to D Coy. to frighten
the bandits instead of us.
The 12th Royal Lancers, who have just been relieved
by the 13/18 Hussars, had two Daimlers bogged down on
their last day with us, and we must congratulate Pte.
(Lollipop) Lambert on a very good job he did recovering
one of these vehicles with the aid of the R.E.M.E.
Incidently this is the first time our recovery vehicle has
been used for its proper job.

SIGNAL PLATOON

A worthwhile contribution to Kent's
industrial effort is made by the Swan
Mill Paper Co. Ltd., makers of fine
paper products. These include:—

We'll start the month by congratulating Pte. Nutley
on being promoted to the giddy heights of L/Cpl., an
other one to ease 'the burden in the signal office.
In the latter part of this month, Ptes. Jerrey and
Reid had the fright of their lives on being warned to
prepare for an operation which would last a fortnight.
The idea was that they were moving off with a Pl. of
D Coy. to relieve the Cameronians in the swamp area
around Batang Berjuntai. A few hours after setting off,
the fortunates returned, all smiles this time—op. cancelled!

SOFTEX TOILET TISSUE
ELASTA AND POLKA CREPE PAPER
SWAN SERVIETTES
GARLANDS AND CARNIVAL NOVELTIES
FANCY WRAPPING PAPERS

By far the queerest case in the Pl. at the moment is
that of " Kinrara " Cummings, who leaves each morning
a very fit man, but returns a cripple after attending B.M.H.
Kinrara for remedial treatment. Maybe he likes the ride!
I'm sure that better results would be obtained with a
couple of 12 volt dags and copper wire.
" Gaylord " Colwell can be seen every evening read
ing Signal Pl. detail and muttering threats about what
he'd like to do to Pronto Minor regarding these 0230 hour
reveilles. He's out again tomorrow!
Pronto detailed himself as Patrol Comd. on a recent
ambush. Bandits must have known he was in the area,
'cause we haven't seen hide nor hair of them since.
" Nobby " Clarke and " Boy " Bushell are on a much
belated leave in Penang and obviously a stiff tussle ensued,
for the vacancy of C.O.'s operator, which went to Pte.
Orridge.
Ye Olde Signallers await somewhat anxiously the
Trainees, finishing their Course. Their presence on the
operational roll will certainly make things a lot easier.
N.F.T.R. until next month.
" Pronto Minor."

HOUSEHOLD STATIONERY
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HE last four weeks have been
singularly unproductive from a
news aspect, so our contribution
for this month will of necessity be brief
'


Amongst the other T.A. Units in
Maidstone, Army, R.A.F. and W.R.A.C.,
A Coy. were formally adopted on the
8th March, 1952, by the Mayor and
Council of Maidstone.
n

vast quantities of transport and tools. The Intelligence
Section, in their usual modest and unassuming way, do
not seem unduly perturbed by the prospect of a Brigade
Scheme within three days of arriving at Camp, whilst
Lt. Baker's Section seem confident that they will operate
with their usual signal efficiency.
" Clubman."

" A " COMPANY

extreme

The parade was a great success and was fortunately
blessed by good weather, which made all the difference,
and there was a very good spectacle of "Old Tyme"
pageantry, with the Mayor and Aldermen in the full
regalia appropriate to their offices.
Sgt. Neal, Support Coy. P.S.I., has unfortunately
sustained a severe injury from an accident on a motor
cycle, and whilst we are sure that it has caused and will
cause considerable inconvenience to Sgt. and Mrs. Neal,
there is no doubt whatever that the inconvenience does
not stop at Sgt. and Mrs. Neal (! !), as things are just start
ing to get up steam for the Summer weekends and camp,
and without a P.S.I, it makes things far from easy. How
ever, we hope he will have a speedy recovery, and once
again rejoin the land of the living.
Free weekends are now extremely scarce in the Bn.,
in fact there is only one till after Camp, and then again
the Summer social activities in Maidstone start claiming
our interest and support.

H.Q. COMPANY
As reported in our last article, February saw the
occasion of the Funeral of His Late Majesty King
George Vlth.
Representatives of the Bn. plus the bugles and drums
of the 4th Bn. Band under O.R.Q.M.S. J. Braden attended
a memorial service held at Tonbridge Church on Feb
ruary 15th.
I reproduce below a letter written to the Commanding
Officer by Canon Russell B. White, M.A.:
" Would you be good enough to convey to your
drummers and buglers who were with us at the great
Service of Commemoration for his late Majesty
King George VI, my very sincere gratitude.
Their
share helped to make the occasion one of the most
impressive ever held in the Parish Church of Ton
bridge. I am quite sure that their particular part
of the service will remain long in the memories of
that vast congregation present. Thank you so much
for making it possible."
Headquarters Coy. is looking forward with mixed
feelings to the 1952 Camp, which is, apparently, to be
held again in Norfolk. It promises to be strenuous, a
fact which our plumper members would do well to note.
The M.T. Section, who have hitherto displayed calm and
confidence, seem somewhat aghast at the prospect of taking

The outstanding event of the month in regard to this
Coy. has been the Ceremony of Adoption of the T.A.
Units in Maidstone.
The parade, on which we were well represented by
a number of our National Service members, was formed
up in front of the Sessions House, and after a speech by
the Mayor of Maidstone, each Unit was presented with a
scroll.
When this had been completed, we marched
behind the band of the R.A.M.C. through the town. In
the evening certain members of the Coy. were invited to
a reception given by the Mayor in the Council Chambers,
and a good time was had by all.
Work has been going on and there has been frantic
activity on the L.M.G., as all members fire their Annual
Course at the end of this month.
Our P.S.I, has been wearing a worried look on his
face for the past four weeks, owing to the fact that he
is attempting to obtain his Army First in Education, we
wish him luck. It wouldn't surprise us in the least if
he started on Algebra or Trigonometry in the midst of
a lesson on the L.M.G.
Well, I think that is all the news for this month, so
I will now sign off.
" Jobeca."

" B " COMPANY
As we forecast last month we have been seeing a
good deal recently of our neighbours from D Coy. at
Pange. We have been attending a joint series of lectures on
how not to blow ourselves up with mines, the whole secret
lying, of course, in those elusive little things called pins. One
evening our Reception Committee waited in vain because
a little ground mist had kept them at home, but perhaps
we should add in fairness, that the same evening the
Sappers returned to base after making little headway in
thick fog. The subject has inevitably produced a crop of
hairraising narratives of the " How I came to be alive
today" school, including Maj. Coath's story of the night
he got lost in a dense fog whilst inspecting his positions,
and eventually found himself wandering out of a minefield.
He still needs a " tot" to steady himself after relating it.
We have two promotion mysteries as yet unsolved.
C/Sgt. Johnson, who is taking over from C/Sgt. Brown,
has seen fit to remove the recently acquired fungus from
his upper lip, whilst Lt. Nash celebrated his acquisition of
a second Pip with a dose of Scarlet Fever.
We can
only remark that it affects different men in different ways.
Camp draws near, and between now and the middle
of May we have a full programme of weekend training,
mainly on the range, to get ourselves in fighting trim. We
are looking forward to seeing all those members of the
4th Bn. whom we have not seen for nigh on a year.
" Busy Bee."
—(continued on page 92)
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THE QUEEN'S OWN
PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION
MAIDSTONE BRANCH

ANNUAL

DINNER

O

VER 100 members and their guests assembled in the
gaily decorated " Old Gym." at the Maidstone
Barracks on Friday last, the 21st March, for their
Annual Dinner. Also present were members from the
London, Catford, Chatham and Tonbridge Branches who
had travelled especially for the occasion. The gathering
was honoured by the company of His Worship the Mayor
of Maidstone, together with the Mayoress.

A hearty welcome to all present was extended by
the Toast Master, Mr. W. Hastie. The Exhortation was
then recited by the Red. E. J. Kingsnorth, and after Grace
all sat down to a very enjoyable dinner arranged by
R.S.M. Hayley and the Committee.
The Branch President. Lt.Col. Howe, proposed the
Loyal toast.
Maj. R. E. Moss, the prospective new O.C. Depot,
gave the toast to the ColonelinChief of the Regiment,
Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent.
Maj.Gen. Oliver, Colonel of the Regiment, in pro
posing The Regiment, said:— The Depot being in Maid
stone, the County Town of Kent, like myself, all past
and present members have a great affection not only for
the Town but for the Depot as well, and I am very
delighted to see here tonight His Worship the Mayor and
Mayoress, Mr. and Mrs. Watson. A Mayor in these days
has a tremendously busy time; he is out practically every
night of the week, with his wife as well, and I think
that it is a great honour he and his wife should spare
the time to be with us here tonight, and I think it is
symbolical of the very close tie there is between our Regi
ment and the County Town, of which we are very proud.
Now I am not going to say more than a few words, but
next I would like to say how extremely sorry we are
that Q.M.S. Waterman is not with us tonight. I have
seen a letter which he sent to the Chairman in which he
says " Will you please convey my sincere thanks to all
members of the Committee for their work towards making
the evening a success, and wishing all present a very
enjoyable evening." He is improving and I think, as I
know Waterman, he will take his discharge from the
hospital very soon. Secondly, we soldiers are delighted
to see this Depot functioning again, and seeing the men
on the Square. It was a terrible time when we had no
body in our Depot, and we are delighted now to see
the recruits back again, and we owe a very great debt
of gratitude to Maj. Keenlyside for the way he has held
up the tradition of the Regiment and made the Depot
one of the smartest in the district.
You might like to know how the Regiment is doing
in Malaya. 1 have it on the highest authority that they
have more than avenged their comrades who lost their
lives in the ambush last October, and are doing a fine
job of work.

Col. W. V. Palmer, Chairman of the Association first
said that he was a little sorry to find " Tickner " was late
on parade (Tickner, who is a member of the London
Branch, missed the coach and came by train and therefore
came in after the commencement of dinner), but he was
delighted to see so many here. Colonel Palmer stated
that he was the instigator of the annual Reunion at the
Depot held on the first Sunday of Cricket Week each
year, where all Old Comrades, the wives and families can
once again meet, and as an instance of the keenness that
exists, one member on one occasion cycled from Sheffield
to the Depot and back the same night. I am glad to
say that there is a revival of the Past and Present Asso
ciation; it is not growing any less, it is increasing, and
it will go on increasing so long as functions like these
are held. 1 am hoping to go to Guernsey this Spring, as
they have a Branch although only 25 in number, but it goes
to show that even though there are only a few Queen's Own
Royal West Kents, they will get together and form a
Branch. Col. Palmer concluded by giving a toast to the
Association.
Mr. H. Carman, Chairman of the Maidstone Branch,
then welcomed all present, especially members of the
London and Catford Branches.
He also said we have
here tonight two recruits who have taken on as Regulars,
and we wish them great success in their future.
He
referred to the unfortunate illness of Q.S.M. Waterman.
He further said there is one we must thank, and that is
R.S.M. Hayley, who took over when our Secretary was
taken ill, and who had offered to assist and do all he
could to make the evening a success. I should also like
to thank Maj. Keenlyside who has been a Either to us
at the Depot, and I think the new O/C., Maj. R. E. Moss,
will assist us, and I am sure he will find we are a fine
body of lads.
Replying for the Guests, His Worship the Mayor of
Maidstone said, " It gives me great pleasure indeed to be
here tonight at this Annual Reunion Dinner of the Queen's
Own Past and Present Association. In the course of the
year, nearly a year now, I have had many experiences
of attending functions, and I can honestly say that one
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of my most pleasant types of function that I have attended
has been one or two Reunion meetings and dinners in
connection with other Branches of Her Majesty's Services,
but I can honestly say that this particular Reunion Dinner
is very much in the forefront and top of the list. 1 did
not expect to see such a big function, Mr. Chairman, as
we have come here tonight. 1 am not a Maidstone man
or a Kentish man, that is my misfortune, but by acclim
atization after nearly 30 years, I am a Kentish man now.
I have been accepted in the Union of Kent and Kentish
Men, and T am prouder still to be here as Mayor o!
this Borough this evening. One of the many things that
happened during my 10 months I have acted as Mayor was
the very sad experience of losing a great and noble King,
and the Depot turned out one of the smartest Companies
of the R.W.K. at the very shortest notice to attend the
reading of the Proclamation outside the Town Hall.

the ColonelinChicf of the Regiment, Her Royal Highness
the Duches of Kent, conveying to all members of the
Maidstone Branch her best wishes for an enjoyable
Reunion.
Also among the guests were Lieut.Col. Eason, Maj.
Love, and Maj. and Mrs. Pond and LieutCol. Peter.

In conclusion 1 would like to say we have thoroughly
enjoyed a very good repast and my wife and 1 are looking
forward to the rest of the evening.
Mr. C. Stringer, a founder member of the Maidstone
Branch, then said we should all be very sorry to know we
had got to say " Au Revoir" to the O.C. Depot, Maj.
Keenlyside. During the time that he has been here, as
many of you know, he has been the backbone of the Maid
stone Branch Past and Present Association. Everything
we have asked he has given every assistance, and we do
wish him, his wife and family, good luck and God speed.
Mr. Stringer then made a presentation to Maj. Keenlyside
on behalf of the Maidstone Branch.
In reply to the O.C. Depot, Maj. Keenlyside, then
said he has'had an extremely happy time here and very
high on the list is the help and support he has received
from the Past and Present Association. He would also
like to thank the staff for the help he had received and
would like to mention R.S.M. Hayley, and also the in
valuable help from Q.M.S. Waterman. He also expressed
thanks for the gift presented to him, which came as a
great surprise.
Col. A. Howe then read a telegram received from

W

The Medway Dance Band played music during the
dinner, and also for the dancing which lasted until mid
night.
Competitions were organised, and during the evening
the Mayoress graciously presented the prizes to the
winners.
W.H.

*

MAIDSTONE BRANCH
E held our monthly meeting in the Sergeants
Mess on Friday, March 14th, a week earlier
than usual owing to the Annual Dinner of the
Branch taking place a week later.

We were informed that our Secretary. Mr. Waterman,
had been taken to Woolwich Hospital.
Our Vice
Chairman, R.S.M. Hayley, kindly consented to take over
" Alfy's " duties for the evening.
There were 34 members present, and the main items
for the meeting were the details of the Branch Annual
Dinner, and a presentation to the O.C. Depot, Maj. C. H.
Keenlyside.
It was agreed that a cigarette lighter be
presented to him as a token of gratitude the Branch
owed him for all the help and kindness we have received
from him during his period of duty at the Depot. We
wish him and Mrs. Keenlyside the best of luck, and all
success in the future.

Sweet voice on the 'phone: " Is Hugh there ?
Sergeant: " Hugh who ? "
Sweet voice: "Oh dear, drunk again."
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" C " COMPANY
We are shaking in our boots in the Company Office
following the recent exhibition given by one of our mem
bers in the Home Counties boxing championships. Pte.
Mason secured a technical knockout in his class over a
Captain in the London Irish.
His success was well
deserved since he had spared no effort in his prefight
training, but may we timidly suggest that he use the brick
wall instead of a punchbag next time, after the remark
which was overheard after the fight—" I just could not
put him out!!"
Heartiest congratulations to him and
we sincerely hope that this is a portent of a revival of
the Bn. boxing team.
We are now pleased to record that our Coy. Comd.
has completely recovered and is back in the saddle once'
more.
It has been rumoured that Capt. Hayes has taken
to running in the early morning in order to get fit for
Rugger once more, but up till now he has managed to
elude our lookouts surrounding Shoreham Lane. Little
has been seen or heard of Lt. Pennells recently, but we
understand that he is studying hard for his coming exam
inations. May we wish him the best of luck. We take
this opportunity of welcoming to the ranks of our Coy.
2/Lt. Olilvie, exBeds, and Herts., who, with the advent
of Spring training, will be a valuable asset.
Training recently came to a standstill for a week
due to the activities of the Sevenoaks players. Now that
our Hall has been restored to order, our thoughts are
turning to Camp, which is not far off. Judging by the
programme laid down, this should be the Camp to beat
all camps. Ye inhabitants of Thetford, beware!
" Pen Pusher."

" D " COMPANY
It is only right that credit should be given where
credit is due, but it was with pride that we read the last
edition of Part One Orders. D Coy. publicly honoured
by the Commanding Officer for winning the last Brigade
Quarterly Inter Company Rifle Competition.
All con
gratulations gracefully received. That makes another cup
to go above the bar at Parish Lane. Look out H.Q. and A
Coy., we want that football cup and that miniature range
cup now and we will have them (yes you can laugh now
but you'll see).
Our seventeen pounder has left its mark on the Coy
We did eventually get it into the Drill Hall, leaving a
trail of splintered floor boards in its wake.
Gun drill
now proceeds apace, but various members of the Coy.
have bruises on their thighs to remind them, that when
you open up a split trail it is advisable to temper enthus
iasm with caution.
This Spring weather we have been having recentlv
reminds us that Camp is not so very far off now, though
the news that it is to be Stanford again has been received
with mixed enthusiasm. Several people have reason to
remember the last Camp there! ! Others have cause to
remember that the back of a tank gets very hot, and that
when called upon to jump on the back of tanks, which
we surely will be, it is a far wiser thine to stand and
hold on like grim death, than to be safe and sit—and be
sorry.
We have no doubt though that "Horace" as
Honorary Mortarman of the Coy., will be pleased its
Stanford.

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE

A F R A I D OF
ELEPHANTS P
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

Not content with ordinary Infantry training we have
been branching out in other directions.
Watch out
Support Coy. It may well be that we'll be giving you
a few tips on the seventeen pounder this Camp. And this
R.E. training we have been having: a few more lessons
and we'll be able to lay a mine field, and then lose the
plan of it, as well as any Sapper. And if anybody has
any legal problems: well we have a very promising!!
(shades of the Company Commander's wrath) legal
section.
In fact, taken by and large, we think we are pretty
good; and we end this wondering whether the good people
of the Parish of Penge are alive to the fact of how lucky
they are to have D Coy. of the Fourth Bn. The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regt. in their midst.
" Nightingale IV."
+

FORTHCOMING
24th April
, ..
"2
i y
25th Imp
itIu , oT
in l!

Intu Ju,
i 5t i h

I

""
,   
""

Ju,y

Y

"

 

EVENTS

Home Counties Brigade Golf Meeting—Hendon
Golf Club.
6th Bn., Social and Dance, Bromley.
7th Bn. Dinner, Gravesend.
Regimental Dinner Junior United Service Club.
At Home< Savoy Hotel,
Rc9'montal Golf Meeting—Littlestone.
I c n f '. Maidstone Cricket Week.
Reunion, The Barracks, Moidsfone.
REGIMENTAL CRICKET

The following matches have been arranged for this season:—
June

Juhf 4th
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y
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CC" — Aw°y< Maidstone
werSUS
vCrSUS 2HE5 ~ A"°y, Canterbury.
^crsus BUFFS — Home, Maidstone.
v°rSUS
OF BROTHERS — Home, Maidstone.
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T

HIS month has been very quiet. Recruit training has
of course gone on as usual, latterly in rather an
interrupted way due to fierce snow storms, but we
have had a few visitors and outside commitments. Maj.
Love is back again, on duty in the Museum, but no
sooner did he return than O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman was
admitted to the Royal Herbert Hospital at Woolwich.
There was no connection between these events, and we are
glad to be able to report that he is progressing favour
ably and hopes to be back soon, much to the relief of all,
and particularly those in the Orderly Room who have
been searching for well hidden files!
The next problem
will be to encourage him to go on leave—no easy task,
since persuading Ihirh to leave the Orderly Room and
enter an ambulance was almost too much for the com
bined forces of the M.O. and R.S.M.
The Maidstone Branch had a most successful dinner
and dance in the Old Gymnasium on March 21st, which
is reported more fully elsewhere.
Finally we welcome
Maj. R. E. Moss, who has arrived to take over Command
of the Depot.
We hope he and his family will enjoy
their stay in Maidstone.

SERGEANTS' MESS
We very much regret that our regular correspondent
(Q.M.S. A. Waterman) was taken ill early in March and
admitted to the Royal Hospital, Woolwich. We hear that
he is progressing, and hope that he will soon be out and
about again.
Sgt. Keating has been transferred to the Army Cater
ing Corps and has left us to take up his new duties at
the Connaught Hospital, Hindhead. We wish him every
success in his new Corps.
On the occasion of the Maidstone Branch Annual
Dinner, we had the honour of a visit from His Worship
The Mayor of Maidstone, along with many others.
C/Sgt. Ringe and Sgt. Saywell are on leave.
Two exSgts.' Mess members (Mr. Walker and Mr.
Stringer) are to be presented with the Medal for Meritor
ious Service on the 2nd April.
They both are to be
congratulated on this elusive award
C/Sgt. Miller is answering for C/Sgt. Ringe during the
former's absence on leave.
Mr. George Carter is the guest of the Sgts' Mess for
a few days.
We were all greatly disturbed at the passing of " Billy "
Baker. The R.S.M. represented the Mess at his funeral.
The only other news of interest to report is that Sgt.
Kent is on leave and that S.I. Robertson recently sat
for his 2nd Class Certificate of Education.

T

HE last intake from the Regimental Depot arrived
here on the 14th February. This provided the first
Queen's Own PI. of our newlyformed 4 Coy. under
the command of Maj. R. K. Dowse.
Maj. Dowse has
recently returned to the United Kingdom from Korea,
having served with the 1st Bn. The Middlesex Regt. The
second in command of this Coy. is Capt. D. Ruffel, just
back from the 1st Bn.

The Brigade Depot has been very much in the news
recently.
The Daily Express published a three day
article on our activities relating to continuation training.
The B.B.C. followed this up by bringing down a complete
recording unit under the supervision of Mr. Ward, a
famous war time correspondent. Home from Korea and
Malaya, Mr. Ward was so impressed by the qualities of
the regular soldier and National Service man, that he
decided to probe into the facts relating to these qualities,
and the toughening up machine that is for ever in motion.
They chose to record the Queen's Own Pl. undergoing
various periods of training, and made several personal
interviews with trainees. The broadcast, which takes place
on the 25th March, will include the practice passing out
parade of the previous Queen's Own intake. This was
a 3 Coy. parade, as described by the local press, being
conducted under the stentorian commands of C.S.M.
("The Voice") Whitlock. Since the local press took up
this article, C.S.M. Whitlock has been chased around by
various reporters, he is now considering electing his own
publicity agent.
On the occasion of the Proclamation of our Queen,
members of the Queen's Own Pl. provided a guard of
honour for the City of Canterbury's Proclamation
Ceremonies. They made a very strong impression, all
present remarked upon their steadiness and excellent turn
out. A letter of appreciation was later received from the
Mayor and Corporation.
We welcome to our ranks Sgt. Reg Dowsing, who will
be remembered by many members of the Regt.
Sgt.
Dowsing has returned from the 4th Bn., having completed
his tour. Sgt. Bunny Warren of the Carrier Pl. 2nd Bn.
(Malta) is also with us for a short stay, prior to his
departure to join the newly formed " Boys' Battalion " in
Nottinghamshire.
Another old friend has arrived, namely exSgt.
Aylmore, 2nd Bn. (Germany). Having tested the fruit of
civvy street he decided to reenlist; he has now risen to
the dizzy height of Unpaid Acting Local. We wish him
every success now his foot is past the first rung of the
ladder to success.
In the field of sport, our Rugby team, under the care
ful guidance of Maj. R. Butler, M.B.E., M.C., gave an excel
lent account of themselves by reaching the semifinal of the
Home Forces' Championship. The match was played at
Woolwich. Practically the whole of the Depot was present
to give support to the team.
The match was indeed a
strenuous one resulting in defeat, 16 points to 11 after
extra time had been allowed.
Defeat I feel sure was
due to the fact that a member of our team had to retire
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in the first half due to injuries received.
Our victors,
the R.A.M.C., have since proved themselves to be the
best in England, having gone forward to win the Army
Cup Home Forces Championships. Their next opponents
will be the winners in the B.A.O.R., who will meet in the
finals for the Army Cup.
The Depot running team has been well to the fore,
and reached second place in the Army Cross Country
Running Championship, which took place at Blandford,
Dorset.
In the Home Counties District Individual Boxing
Championships, members of the Queen's Own were again
in a prominent position. Pte. Ganney 353, reached the
final of the lightweight series, losing on points after an
excellent fight.
Pte. Davis 800, who will shortly leave
to join the 1st Bn., won the light heavyweight series, thus
becoming the Brigade light heavyweight champion. This
again was another excellent contest.
The Depot .22 shooting team has also earned its posi
tion of merit under the able hand of Q.M.S.I. Cowan,
S.A.S.C., who will be remembered by many members of
the 1st Bn. In the Dover and Folkestone League they
are leading, having won 9 matches with 2 more to shoot.
In the Army Home Counties League they are placed
first, having won 14 matches, and lost one. In the Army
Team Championships the team have reached the semifinal.
Units left in the running are the 1st Rifle Brigade, Depot
R.M.P., and 2nd Training Bn., R.E.M.E.
In the A.R.A. Company Cup Match, 3 Coy. made the
very satisfactory score of 1527 out of a total score of
1600 for a team of eight. L/Cpls. Garnett and Manze
of the Queen's Own arc staunch members of the team.
Two " Bisley miseries " still linger on, namely, Lt. Sharpe
and C.S.M. Whitlock. It is hoped to produce another
team this year to battle away as they did with the 1st Bn.
Sgt. Huntington is about to depart on 28 days leave,
and has been seen busy looking up the tourist guide to
France.
Maybe he will bring back a few French curves and
recipes to try out.
S t o p PRESS—LATE NEWS

Maj. Dowse is rumoured to have been heard to state
that he is aiming at obtaining a " D " on his impending
Christian Leadership Course.
" ExDufcol."

DENNISS PAINE & CO., LTD.
Contractors To H.M. Government

FOR ALL YOUR
IRONMONGERY
MAIDSTONE.

Tele: 2259

OWN
-FEFF-W PASHPRTSM
EX " B" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION
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E very much regret that we have to report the
death on the 20th February, of George Morey,
one of our wartime comrades. George joined
us in 1939 and remained with us until we were in
PAIFORCE. Since the war ended, we have not seen him,
but we have received letters from him and he was a sub
scriber to the Bankers Gazette.
We who knew him
were very surprised and shocked to learn of this sudden
passing of one who seemed to be so full of health and
vigour. All our sympathy goes out to his widow and his
two young children.
Our March meeting passed very quietly as our
recent two or three meetings have. It was marked only
by the " intrusion " of one, Stan Knight, a secretarybird
of no little repute. He stayed with us right to the end,
and although he arrived bung full of business notions,
he soon had that erased from his mind, and left us rather
the worse for wear. However, Alex and his jalopy soon
remedied that, and we wouldn't be sure, but we thought
we heard a sigh of relief as he left us, in the wilds of
Sutton—or was it Cheam—or was it Mitcham?
Stan
didn't know himself.
Among our unusual usuals this evening was our friend
Bill Spence. We are always very pleased to see him, and
are glad he manages to make the journey from Ewell as
often as he does.
Apart from our monthly meeting, we had another
visit from the inhabitants of the "Buck's Head." Appar
ently on the last visit your reporter did his duty and
reported a sound licking in the darts line. Since then,
however, such is always the state of affairs at our friendly
darts matches, that there were two opinions about that.
Some said we won, some said we didn't. Your reporter
is playing safe this time—we had a really good evening,
and the darts?. Well—those that were there can tell you
we had some really good games—no matter who won.
This time, we invited the ladies, and we were pleased
to see quite a number present. It being a B Coy. "do"
(and we don't generally encourage the fair sex to our
do's) only a couple or so of our feminine gang turned up,
plus a couple or so of the Godden Green gang. Enough
anvway, to keep the fire warm in the big lounge at the
Drill Hall.
Harry Lake got weaving again with the C. & A., and
those that wished to, indulged. Most, however, were more
concerned with the wallop, and the darts.
Future events are the things that are disturbing us
now. We have two of our major events on in the near
future.
No. 1, of course, is our Stag Party on May
the 3rd at the Drill Hall. This is always a safe bet, and
the number of " strange" faces that nip in and see us
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on this day every year is really amazing. Bods that we
thought we had forgotten—and so it is intended. If any
of you old B Coy. wallahs would care to drop in on
us on May 3rd, please do so—it's pretty well certain you'll
meet someone you'd half forgotten about.
There's no
charge—no arrangements—no nuffink—merely a reunion
in the strictest sense of the word. Beer if you want it—
sandwiches ditto. But—and a big but—don't fetch the
ladies.
The ladies' turn comes a week later—on May the
10th—at the Green Man Hotel, Bromley Road, Catford.
Here were have our Reunion Dance. Judging from last
year's remarks this Dance is a dance of all dances. By
far the best for the money—not only in the neighbourhood
—but in the whole of the South of England. We don't
know much about the North.
Tickets are 3/ each and are obtainable from Len
Clarke at 62, Summerfield Street, Lee, S.E.I2.
We mentioned last month about our Chrysanthemum
Show on the first Saturday in September. Just a reminder
to you blokes. Your plants should be well started on their
way to stardom—and the substantial prize—by now.
Nuff said for now—but don't forget the Stag Party,
May 3rd, and Reunion Dance on May 10th.
For the
latter, of course, we extend a very hearty welcome to
all members of the Regt. This is a grand evening and
we'd like to see you there.
Bangers!
"Nightingale."

11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

T

HE Annual General Meeting of the Association was
held on the 27th March at the "Crown and Sugar
Loaf." Garlick Hill, E.C.4. The Chairman was Capt.
A. V. D. Morley, M.C., who handed over to his newly
elected successor, Mr. A. E. Grant (one of the original
members of the 11th Bn.).
A full report will be pub
lished in the next issue.
It is regretted that, owing to the death of H.M. the
King, it was necessary to cancel the Social and Dance.
Owing to the fact that suitable accommodation could
not be obtained during the Winter season, this must of
necessity be held over.
L.W.D.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

T

HE Monthly Meeting took place as usual at the
" Prince of Wales," Perry Rise, Forest Hill, S.E.23,
on Friday, 14th March, 1952, with Mr. S. J. Terry
in the Chair, and a good number of members, their wives
and friends present.
Formal business was quickly dispensed with, and the
following arrangements for the future months were agreed
on and confirmed:
(1) The deciding game at darts with the Catford
Wanderers Sports Club takes place on Friday, 21st March,
1952, at the Wanderers' Club, and a keen game, with plenty
of good fun and fellowship is anticipated.
(2) The invitation by the Wainscott Workers' Institute
near Rochester, was accepted, and a coach will carry a
load of happy people there (and back) on Saturday, 12th
April, 1952.

(3) The Annual Dinner has been put back until
Saturday, 14th June, 1952, from the original date of 17th
May, 1952, because many members of the Branch will
proceed to T.A. Camp on that date. The function will
take place at the " Thicket" Hotel, Anerley Road, and
tickets will cost 6/6d. per head.
(4) A coach has been arranged for 20th July, 1952,
to take members to the P. and P. Association Reunion
at Maidstone.
(5) A coach outing has been arranged for August
Bank Holiday.
(6) The Branch A.G.M. will take place at the " Prince
of Wales," Perry Rise, S.E.23, on Friday, 9th May, 1952,
at 8 p.m., and all members are urged to make a special
effort to attend, for Officers will be elected for the ensuing
year.
It was decided that the Chairman, Mr. S. J. Terry,
would represent the Branch at the Annual Committee
Meeting of the P. and P. Association at Maidstone on
March 29th, 1952. The Chairman spoke very sincerely
about the continued illness of our Hon. Treasurer, Mr. J.
Saunders.
He informed the meeting that both he and the Hon.
Secretary had visited Mr. Saunders, and found him very
ill, and assured members that Mr. Saunders' progress and
interests would be watched, and everything possible would
be done for him. But nothing would please us all more
than to see " Genial Joe," happy and smiling, with us again.
So, hurry up Joe, and get well again.
Mr. Terry announced that Mr. Len Clarke had volun
teered to take over the work of Hon. Treasurer, until Joe
returns, and we all thank him for " helping out." I deeply
regret that response to the appeal for literature for the
1st Bn. in Malaya was very disappointing, but we hope to
make amends later.
Best wishes to all.
" Ravensbourne."

CHATHAM BRANCH

A

S our usual monthly meeting will be held at the
Drill Hall, Boundary Road, on the 7th April, my
notes will be too late for the April issue of " The
Q.O.G.",. when I hope to report our social evening which
took place on the 5th April. A parade and Service is to
be held at St. Paul's Cathedral to commemorate the signing
of the " Peace " in South Africa 1902, by the South African
War Veterans' Association.
It is to take place on a
Sunday in May, and no doubt the press will announce
the exact date in good time, when I hope to attend.
It was during the South African Campaign, 19002,
when I had what Wilfred Pickles would call an embarrass
ing moment. Having to trek before dawn, I had an order
to go to the field kitchen to get two camp kettles of
coffee for my section of about 36 men. Being aware of
the many ant heaps I decided to mark time all the way
back, but being very dark I suddenly tripped over, coffee
and all. When I apologised to my comrades without the
coffee, oh, the names they called me, and my legal birth
was even questioned.
We had been on short rations for
some time, and most of them had not even a biscuit in
their haversacks, but it soon quietened down, as they well
knew that it could have happened to anyone.
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Civil and Military Tailors
and Outfitters
97 New Bond Street, London, W.l
Telephone : Grosvenor 501678

Special Export Facilities
Our Representative will wait upon you where and
when you so desire, and at our premises every
courtesy and attention is assured to both old and
new customers

Emergency Service: Tailormade Uniforms to
individual measurements within 48 hours
Branches at

CAMBERLEY, ALDERSHOT, SALISBURY
CATTERICK
Appointed Tailors to over fifty

Regiments and Corps

clean
grooming
NOTED

FARMER & BROWN ALES
Agents for—

BARCLAY'S LAGER
ASHFORD VALLEY CYDERS
MEDWAY MINERAL WATERS
Wines 8 Spirits of the choicest brand
Price List on application.

Brylcreem gives you clean
grooming, because its pure
oils are emulsified. There's no
excessive oilinessin Brylcreem
—and no gum, no soap, no
spirit, no starch. Massage
Brylcreem well into your hair
every morning! That's the
way to make your hair soft
and lustrous, handsome and
vital looking. That's the way
of smart men all over the
world. Ask for Brylcreem —
it's emulsified for clean
grooming. Tubs 1/8, 2/6 and
4/6, or handy tubes 2/6.

All goods delivered.

'Phone Maidstone 3090

22, WEEK STREET,
MAIDSTONE
royds 54/53
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In the report of our late comrade Gulliver's death,
it should have read "G " Coy. instead of " C " Coy. My
best wishes to all old comrades of the Queen's Own.
W. Williams.

LONDON BRANCH

T

HIS being our first meeting since the death of His
Late Majesty King George VI. we opened by stand
ing in silence for one minute in memory of our
late beloved monarch.
Those of us who were fortunate enough to see the
procession, or watch it through the medium of television,
might possibly have seen our President, Brig. A. Riddell,
among the highranking military officers on the right hand
file as it appeared on television. He was easily recognis
able, but would not speak of his experience at the meeting,
doubtless because of the lapse of time since that occasion.
Let us hope that we shall see our Regiment honoured by
a detachment marching in the procession, which is sure
to be held as usual, when our Gracious Queen is crowned,
» probably next year.
Now to the meeting itself. As usual we had a grand
attendance, and several new members came along to see
what our meetings are really like, and to meet those they
hoped to see after reading of their attendance at the
Cranbourne.
Our President was in good form, Lt.Col. C. S.
Durtnell was present, and a letter from Col. B. L. Clay
was read explaining his absence. We missed Maj. A. S.
Bredon, and we hope too that Maj. B. Chandler hasn't
forsaken us. The latter missed a lot of old friends by his
absence last month. The old guard were there in force,
and it was a great pleasure to all of us to see Harry
Elson back in the Chair after his illness. Mrs. Elson and
both daughters, together with their husbands, were all on
parade.
It was with great pleasure we voted in the following
new members: Messrs. Wood (nominated by Brig. Riddell),
G. F. Johnson, Norvell, Packman, O'Leary, Merritt and
Lawson. I am not certain whether one other decided to
join us or not, or whether he is a member of another
branch. I refer to Dick Forrester, whom a great many of
us were delighted to see. He looks little changed and as
fit as ever. More of the new members later.
The Maidstone Dinner was mentioned and members
asked whether they would attend. A strong plea was put
forward by both Harry Elson and Len Remfrey, but, as
anticipated, the day selected was not the one that was to
the majority liking, and the response was small. It was
certain, however, that our usual stalwarts would go, and
we are all grateful to them for their continued backing
up of other branches. As far as I am aware, the following
decided to go on the 21st: Messrs. Elson, Remfrey, Thomas
and Johnson, and it was agreed they would fix their own
transport. Owing to the change in date by which cor
respondence is required, I was unable to get news of the
Dinner, but no doubt this will be fully dealt with by
Maidstone.
Now for the social side of the gathering. I was rather
fortunate in getting to the Cranbourne early on this
occasion, and able to meet four of our new members
before the commencement of the meeting. Nothing gives
greater pleasure than meeting old team mates, and I was

thoroughly delighted to see Dick Forrester amongst us.
Dick came to the 1st Bn. at a time when our soccer was
at top pitch, and could not secure a regular berth, but
was always on the fringe of the XI.
We had quite a
talk over old times. Next to come in were two old friends
of mine. Both had been in my Coy. in the 1st Bn. I
reler to Messrs. Packman and Johnson. The former was
a good Coy. player at hockey and a good swimmer.
"Johnno" is very well known for his allround ability.
In the early twenties he showed promise as a hockey
player, hurt his knee badly, and faded out at that game.
His cricket prowess, with his famous partner Busty
Cannacott, made him more or less a "household " name,
and when he was selected to play in the matches when
Messrs. Hobbs and Sutclifie came to Bangalore, the whole
Battalion were delighted.
"He scored hundreds of runs
for us, and when, after , being taken from keeping wicket,
was given bowling chances, promptly showed the first choice
bowlers how to do it. He had no equal in the Army in
my opinion as a first slip, and I have seen him take catches
which would have made even Hammond and Edrich
wonder.
He had a marvellous eye.
He played many
times, too, for the Bn. at hockey, but was never quite top
grade, speed being his drawback, due to the knee. Come
and see us often, Johnno, there's bags of room.
Bert Merritt was another whom I hadn't seen since
1922, but he looked little changed. He, George Moody
and Col. Durtnell spent most of the evening at Ballygunge
and firing their course. Big Bill Cooper and Bristow were
often in the conversation, and Nigger Hayward too! So
I hope your ears weren't red, Dick.
I do not know Mr. Wood so I hope we shall get in
touch later. Messrs. Lawson and O'Leary remain. Tom
Lawson came to see me a month or so ago, looked at me
and said, " I don't think you're the gentleman I'm looking
for," to which I replied, "Well, J haven't seen you for
twentyeight years, Tom Lawson, but perhaps I've put on
weight." He knew me then and we had a long talk over
the "Grenadiers" in 19223, and I was very glad to see
him elected a member of the Branch.
He, like George
Moody, keeps his age astonishingly well, and one would
never believe they've passed their halfcentury mark.
Last but not least, Mr. O'Leary. I still regret I cannot
place him and, although he assures me I did not actually
place him " in the clink," he says I was very near it once
or twice! He was one of our wellknown lads who didn't
quite cotton to discipline; now matured, happy and gay,
laughing about the days he once detested, and thoroughly
enjoyed coming.
He will be at all our meetings in
future. He too was quite a good athlete and ran for his
Coy. and Detachment teams. He promises to bring snap
shots showing him in the days of his service, and perhaps
I shall be able to recall him. He says he was a small,
thin chap. At present he's burly, weighs thirteen stone,
with a wealth of iron grey hair, so no doubt I can be
forgiven for failing to remember he was in my Coy.
I presented old Jerry Sweetman with my P. and P.
badge, hoping we can get others.
Jerry, one of our
oldest members, still turns up regular as clockwork.
As correspondence is now to be kept down to 750
words I shall have to do a lot of condensing, so I trust
those whom 1 have not mentioned in this month's news
will forgive me. More next month.
" The Spider."
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The 50th Regiment in New Zealand
VII.—" LAST DAYS "

A

FTER the action at Nukumaru, the Imperial Forces
gradually worked their way up the West coast
from Wanganui northwards to New Plymouth,
subduing the Maoris wherever they were still giving trouble.
This period is covered pretty fully in Fyler's History and
has been summarised by Maj. C. L. Lovegrove as
follows: —
" The Imperial Force was reinforced at Nuku
maru, after which half of it moved to Waitotara under
BrigadierGeneral Waddy, C.B. (including 12 officers
and 350 other ranks of the 50th).
The other half
remained at Nukumaru under Colonel H. E. Weare,
50th Regiment (together with 11 officers and 302 other
ranks of the Regiment).
When General Waddy's
force left Waitotara for the advance along the coast,
Colonel Weare moved into the vacated camp at
Waitotara and the Colonial Forces took over Nuku
maru as well as Woodall Redoubt.
A Company of
Militia occupied Alexander's Farm.
" The advance up the coast brought the Regiment
to within four miles of the place they landed thirty
one years previously (Kapuni River—see articles I
and II). The result of the advance was the occupation
of the coastal belt of what is now the South of
Taranaki province.
Posts were established at the
crossings of the Waingongoro and Manuwapou Rivers,
and a military base was set up at Waihi near Hawera.
2/18, 50th and 57th Regiments provided the Garrisons.
"On December 30th, 1865, MajorGeneral Sir
Trevor Chute succeeded Sir Duncan Cameron, the
latter having had a difference of opinion with the
Governor, Sir George Grey, and advanced from
Alexander's Farm with a mixed force of Imperial and
Colonial troops, and a friendly Maori Contingent. As
the force advanced, troops accupying the various posts
reinforced it and on January 7th, 1866, Captain John
son of the 50th, 4 officers, 4 sergeants, 2 drummers
and 90 rank and file joined in the attack on Putahi
near Patea.
" After a further engagement at Otopawa, Gen
eral Chute detached a force under LieutenantColonel
Butler (57th Regiment), including 200 rank and file of
the 50th under Captain Doran This force captured
Ketemarai without opposition, and a party of 80 rank
and file of the 50th, commanded by Lieutenant Creagh
advanced to Ahipipi and then to Wherewhere.
On
January 25th, 1866, Captain Doran and his whole
detachment rejoined at Patea
"This was the last active operation carried out
by the Imperial Troops in New Zealand.
A few
months later the Colonial Forces took over and the
50th Regiment concentrated at New Plymouth. Here
the Regiment had several months garrison duty, being
the second last Imperial Regiment to leave New
Zealand. The 2/18th Regiment were the last, leaving
Wellington on 22nd February, 1870."
In what had been the Garrison Church in those days
—Saint Mary's, New Plymouth—there now hang on the
walls inside the church a number of beautifully painted
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" hatchments" depicting the Colours and Badges of the
British Corps and Regiments which had served in New
Zealand. These hatchments were all painted by a local
clergyman, the Reverend Philip Walsh, and of course
include one of the 50th, which is shown in the accompany
ing photograph. (Kindly supplied by Capt. S. Catchpole,
the Officer in charge of Area 8, with Headquarters at New
Plymouth).
Before finishing with the Regiment's activities in New
Zealand it may be of some interest to readers to hear
something of the Maoris' character in battle, and of how
they fought and how they fortified their Pa's.
There is no doubt that in some ways the Maoris had
a well developed sense of " cricket." akin almost to
the chivalry of the mediteval knights, in their attitude to
wards fighting, though at times they were treacherous and

The " Hatchment," showing the Colours and Badge
of the 50th, which hangs in St. Mary's Church, New
Plymouth, New Zealand, along with similar hatchments
of all the other British Corps and Regiments which
served in New Zealand during the Maori Wars.
brutal. There is a story that, on one occasion, when they
had run out of ammunition for their guns, they actually
asked the British to supply them with more so that they
could continue to fight the battle! Several times indi
vidual Maoris risked their lives to take water to wounded
British soldiers lying where they fell outside the beseiged
Pa's. Many Maoris had become Christians, and they had
been known to complain against the British continuing a
battle on into a Sunday!
General Alexander, in his book " Bush Fighting—the
Maori War" writes: —
" During the skirmishing in front of the Paterangi
Pa, the son of the principal chief fell into the hands
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of the British; he was badly wounded in the leg. Every
effort was made to save the limb, but in vain. Amputa
tion became necessary, after which the patient rapidly
recovered.
When able to move, the chief was in
formed that he might send for his son; he did so,
and next day a cartload of potatoes (which were
very scarce and therefore somewhat a delicacy at
that time) arrived in camp as a present for the General,
and a message of thanks for the kind treatment his
son had experienced; the chief also declaring that in
future he would not kill wounded soldiers who might
fall into his hands, but only cut a leg off and send
them back!
" After the action of Kogeroa, a flag of truce was
sent to headquarters by the Maoris, their object being
to obtain information regarding one of their principal
chiefs who had fallen, but whose body they had been
unable to discover. Major McNeil, A.D.C., with an
interpreter, volunteered to meet the Maoris, who had
been employed all the morning in carrying away their
killed and wounded from the scene of action.
On
reaching the open ground, the Major was at once in
formed that they had found the object of their search.
As he wished to ascertain their feelings after their
defeat, he asked two or three of the chiefs to share
the modest luncheon he had brought with him; and
while smoking their pipes, sitting on the hillside, he
conversed with them through the interpreter.
Though depressed from their recent defeat, they
seemed confident of being able to prevent the invading
force from penetrating into their territory.
They
declared that they would destroy every soldier who
might fall into their hands, giving as a reason that the
British had artillery, and they had none. They also
said to the Major, 'You are now as safe with us as
you would be in your own camp; but if we catch you
after this, we will not strip you, but we will shoot
you, and take your riding boots.'
On hearing that
the General's mess was short of potatoes, they said,
' If you will come with us two miles further up the
Waikato (River) we will give you a canoe to return
to camp, and will send some baskets of potatoes for
the General.'
' On reaching the creek, several canoes were seen,
and the crimson stains on their sides showed plainly
how they had been employed in the morning. The
potatoes were produced, a small but very neatly made
canoe was dragged from beneath some overhanging
branches, and Major McNeil and his interpreter, having
shaken hands with the hospitable enemy, paddled down
the river towards the Queen's redoubt."
To give some idea of how cleverly the Maoris pre
pared their Pa's for defence against the then modern
weapons used by the British 1 turn to a book entitled
" Memoirs of Sergeant M. Marjouram, R.A." published in
1861 and lent to me by one of the gallant Sergeant's
descendents, a Mr. C. D. Corlis of Wanganui. Strangely
enough Sergeant Margouram mentions in his book that
he embarked on 20th April, 1853 with the 97th Regiment
(amalgamated with the 50th in 1881) on board a ship called
" Simoom." Unfortunately he does not have anything to
say about the Regiment and his only comment about the
voyage was that "they sailed from Halifax on the 1st
May; and after a pleasant voyage of eighteen days, arrived
at Deal." Sergeant Marjouram does, however, give quite

a good description of the defences of a Maori " Pa " in
the New Plymouth area. He wrote: —
" When a pa is beseiged, a portion of the
defenders occupy the ditches, which are about four
or five feet deep. By kneeling down, they are perfectly
covered from the enemy's shot.
Their muskets, at
the time of firing, are supported on a log of wood,
a few inches from the ground, and can thus be
elevated or depressed at pleasure.
The bank or
breastwork thrown up from the ditch is about four
feet high; and should any shot pass through the stock
ade, it lodges here.
The stockade is composed of
logs of wood about ten feet long driven into the ground
pretty close together, in two rows about two feet apart.
These stakes are lashed with pliable runners (vines),
very plentiful in this country, called supplejacks. They
are also tied with strong rods or poles from top to
bottom, at intervals of about one foot. In order to
take the stockade down for the purpose of gaining
admittance this work must be all undone by slow
degrees, so that, while the attempt is being made, an
opportunity is being afforded to those inside to bring
down all who may be engaged in it. This description
is fully borne out by the fact that when a party of
soldiers advanced to take a pa at the Bay of Islands,
about one hundred and fifty were shot down in the
endeavour to cut away the stockade. Of course, when
artillery is brought to bear upon these defences, they
soon give way; but otherwise, these pa's are all but
impregnable if well manned."
The action described by Sergeant Marjouram took
place on 1st July, 1845, when a certain Colonel Despard,
" stubbornly disregarding advice from those who knew the
Maoris, sent 250 officers and men in a futile bayonet charge
against the strongly fortified Ohaeawai stockade.
The
soldiers, in red coats and white web advancing in mass
formation, made a perfect target for the well armed Maori
defenders. The attackers were faced by a withering fire
from musket and canon (the Maories had acquired a few
old ones by that date). One canon loaded with a length
of bullock chain cut a wide swath through the advancing
red line. The attack was a complete failure and in five
minutes 110 British soldiers were killed or wounded. The
Maoris wondered at the courage and stupidity of their
enemies."
The favourite handtohand combat weapon of the
Maoris was called the Taiaha. This was a two handed,
doubleended fighting stick made out of ake ake, a native
hardwood—one end being flat and the other pointed. In
the hands of an expert this weapon was often effective
against skilled swordsmen. It is recorded that, on 27th
June, 1860, a Maori chief named Haowhenua and an
officer of the 40th Regiment, Lieutenant Brooke, fought
a duel. Brooke was an expert swordsman, but the Maori
parried every stroke and eventually disposed of his oppon
ent with a terrible blow to the temple delivered with the
flat end of his Taiaha followed by a thrust to the throat
with the point. Maoris had a great respect for courage
and fair play.
Although other warriors were at hand,
none interfered in the duel. Finally, when all was over
Haowhenua is said to have stood over the body of his
enemy and recited: —
" Haere ki le po e hoa "
(Depart, O friend, to the night).
D.E.B.T.
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LETTER

i

1

AM working in a branch of the Department of Defence
but am attached to U.K. Services Liaison Staff for
administration.
1 flew here by Q.A.N.T.A.S.
(Queensland and N. Territories Air Service) from Hong
Kong, via North Borneo, Darwin and Sydney.
The countryside between Darwin and Sydney appeared
from the air to be largely desert, or scrub; all that could
be distinguished being a few waterholes and the pencil
like tracings of the wire fences marking off cattle hold
ings. Only the last 100 odd miles over the range of hills
before Sydney were obviously fertile country. One reacted
favourably to the broad horizons and general feeling of
openness after the narrow confines of Hong Kong. How
ever, as Australia is so far removed from world events
life itself is rather quieter and one's outlook tends at times
to be rather more concentrated on immediate surroundings.
Local football events, racing, tennis or the price of
vegetables often figure prominently in the newspapers and
in daily conversation.
Australians are very hospitable towards people from
the British Isles. This feeling has been accentuated by
the large number of other Europeans who have been
arriving in the country since the war; they are called "New
Australians," and many of them are certainly of sterling
quality.
Incidentally, a "Temporary Australian" is a
" New Australian " on a motor bicycle.
The Licensing Laws require Public Houses to be closed
at 6.00 and as most people finish work at 5.00, with the
40hour week, there is not much time.
Wines are only
about 5/3d. a bottle, but wine drinking has not been
generally acquired as a habit.
Physique looks good, the theory that " what you eat
today walks tomorrow" seems to be working; there are
many fine looking people here.
However, although the
general standard of fitness is high there are a few allurgic
troubles in some districts owing to the relatively high
dust content of the atmosphere compared with England.
Australia is not green like our country districts, and it is
in fact a fairly poor country for agriculture, the size is
misleading in that connection. There is one sheep farm
in South Australia of about the same area as East Anglia,
but the land can only support one sheep to every forty
acres. About one third of Australia is fairly good pasture,
another third is definitely poor and the last third is desert.
It is with the second third, the poor pasture, that hope
for immediate expansion of agriculture lies.
There are
several irrigation schemes in progress, one of which, in
S.E. Australia is attempting to turn the snowy River
westwards through the mountain range so that the dry
western plains will have water instead of allowing the
river to find a rapid course into the sea at the eastern
side.
Nevertheless, agriculture is Australia's strength. The
wool output was worth several hundred million pounds last
year. It is the wool interests which are largely responsible
for maintaining the disparity between the Australian and
English pounds. Every pound coming into Australia is
worth 25/. This situation is of course disadvantageous
to those importing goods into the country, for they have to
pay proportionately more.

There have been no really great discoveries of minerals
in this century, although a large sum has been spent on
surveying. Moreover, certain mining activities would not
appear to be in the best interests of Australian economy;
this is perhaps best illustrated by the gold mining industry,
now on the decline. For instance, if six thousand miners
can produce say £10 million worth of gold, then a thousand
or more farmers could produce say £30 million worth of
wool.
Gold is the strength of South Africa, not of
Australia.
There are further anomalies in the mining industry. A
few hundred miles from here there is a mine where the
two bath attendants got £40 a week each; more than the
director of the Company there. This is owing to the great
shortage of labour (there are about 100,000 jobs waiting
to be filled at the present time).
However, even the wool industry has been passing
passing through the vicissitudes.
Firstly, the U.S.A. has
been on the verge of producing an artificial substitute for
wool. Secondly, artificially high prices have been caused
by the U.S.A. stockpiling wool. Buying slackened olf a
few months ago, and prices fell accordingly, but the
market has still not found its true level.
Next in importance to wool growing is wheat. Before
the War fifteen million acres of wheat were sown, but now
there are only ten million acres. This is partly due to
farmers taking up the less arduous and for the time being
more profitable farming of sheep and partly to natural
calamities.
Every year hot winds from the desert blow
some of the topsoil out to sea and westernising farming
methods have speeded up this erosion of the soil enor
mously, as in the U.S.A. In November last year 100,000
square miles of S.W. Queensland were blanketed by dust
clouds, and bush fires were being reported intermittently
all over Australia, causing several million pounds worth of
damage.
In western Australia, during the winter, hail
and rain cut a swathe 150 x 17 miles through the wheat
belt, causing £1£ million worth of damage.
If Australia is to preserve the present high standard
of living, and it is higher than in the U.K., then agri
culture will have to be expanded, otherwise food may one
day have to be imported.
The great difficulty is that
labour cannot be attracted back to the land in sufficient
quantities, instead there hase been a growing tendency
to settle in the neighbourhood of the big cities and to do
some form of office work! As a pointer to the future, it
is already a fact that Japanese ships are bringing coal from
India, although there is plenty of coal in Australia.
The great hope is that immigration will go a long way
to solve these problems. The annual intake being about
100,000. It has been said that Australia could maintain
60 million inhabitants at European standard of living, and
over 80 million inhabitants at oriental standard.
The
intake may have to be reduced before long in order to
allow time for those already here to be suitably accom
modated and absorbed by the community.
" New
Australians" have to stay in the employment found for
them by the Government for two years, after which they
may choose to do whatever work they can find—if the two
year contract is broken they may have to pay their
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passage home. Every effort is made by the Government
to find suitable employment and to help them, but they
have to decide on some form of work for the first two
years.
There is also a need for "New Australians" to fill
the open spaces of Australia. In Queensland especially
there are hundreds of acres knee deep with grass and not
a single settler. This state of affairs is causing increasing
concern to Australians, who feel that one day there may
be a considerable threat from the teeming millions of
Asia.
In conclusion, it may well be asked what the prospects

are on arrival here. Firstly, I should say that Australia
is more " friendly " than the U.K., although this is prob
ably true of the Dominions generally.
Secondly, the
standard of living is higher, food is in plentiful supply
and nearly everyone seems to have a car, the ratio being
about one car to every eight people, the second highest
after the U.S.A., or nearly so.
Thirdly, the prospect for
the younger generation looks good; Australian children
and young people all seem to have a wonderful time out
here, in fact I should say that this is primarily a young
persons' country.
J.D.B.B.

SOUTH KOREAN BASE

E

By Major R. C. W. THOMAS, O.B.E., R.W.K.

IGHTEEN months ago it is doubtful if many people
in the British Empire had ever heard of the far
off eastern city of Pusan, which today through the
war in Korea has become a focal point in world affairs
and known to many thousands of servicemen.
Today Pusan is the temporary capital of South Korea,
mainly due to the fact that it possesses a sizeable harbour
to where many ships now come bringing men and stores
for the various United Nations forces fighting
in the
country.
In the harbour itself two hospital ships are usually
to be seen, which answer to the pleasant names of "Haven"
and " Repose." They are painted a dazzling white except
for their enormous red crosses, which lend a little colour
to the otherwise dreary view of the city.
No one is ever likely to say that Pusan is a beautiful
place, for it lies in a hollow surrounded by steep barren
hills, with the majority of its inhabitants living in great
poverty and squalor in thousands of dirty black shacks,
mingling with huge dumps of military stores, vehicle and
gun parks, stacks of coal, timber, engineering stores and
all the other paraphernalia needed by armies in the field.
Leaving the harbour, it is but a few minutes walk
to the centre of the town, which is always full of jostling
crowds of servicemen from a dozen different nations,
seeking a few hours of pleasure in the city.
But Pusan has few attractions to offer to men who
are many miles from their native lands, for there are
no cinemas or theatres, very few service clubs, while those
shops and stalls that are open have nothing to sell other
than second hand cameras at exhorbitant prices and gaudy
Japanese cigarette cases and lighters.
There are some
hovels which claim to be cafes and restaurants, but they
are so dark and sinister looking that only the foolish dare
to cross their thresholds and partake of any refreshment
they have to offer.
Practically all the traffic in the streets is of course
military, controlled by large numbers of American Military
police wearing white steel helmets, who day and night
patrol round and round the city in jeeps.
Occasionally
a very ancient and delapidated tram or bus passes by
crowded to overflowing, and it is for ever a mystery how
anyone ever gets in, for no one, once in. ever appears to
get out.
As is proper for a capital city, Pusan also possesses
a railway station, where trains are said to run to such
far away places as Seoul and Inchon, some three hundred
and fifty miles to the North. Crowds throng the station

day and night and squat patiently on the ground for hours
on end, listening hopefully to trains being shunted in the
distance, without ever actually appearing at the station.
Probably the worst problem in Pusan today is that
of the refugees, for in the last year, as the war has swept
to and fro across the country, thousands of men, women
and children whose homes have been destroyed in the
fighting have come to the city to seek food and shelter.
United Nations relief teams have done what they can, but
Pusan has always been overcrowded and poverty stricken,
and has little to offer in the way of permanent homes and
employment. So today the refugees arc to be seen at every
street corner, in rags, homeless, penniless and many slowly
dying of disease and undernourishment, a tragic and
horrible sight.
Undoubtedly the most unpleasant feature of Pusan is
the dirt, for the majority of the houses and shacks are
without any proper form of sanitation, and therefore the
streets are universally used as a lavatory and a dumping
place for all refuse and filth. Flies and mosquitoes breed
by the million, spreading all forms of disease, with
venereal disease the most prevalent of all, and which takes
a heavy toll of the many servicemen who pass through
the city. When it is hot the air is full of dust and evil
smells. When it rains, which at times it does in torrents,
much of the city becomes a sea of black mud, and the
stench is even worse.
If some enterprising press magnate was to offer a prize
for the most wretched city in the world today, it is hard
to believe that Pusan would not be declared the ultimate
winner. It is a city which makes a soldier feel that he
has reached the end of the world, from which he must
try and escape as quickly as possible, even if there is no
other exit but by the road that leads North and the battle
front.
And yet when the time comes to drive thankfully
away along the bumpy road, it is hard not to take just
one backward glance.
Not back towards the city itself,
but across a valley just outside the town, where there is
a small green hill and a garden over which fly the flags of
many nations. They mark the United Nations cemetery
in Korea, where rest the men of many different nations,
who have given their lives in this bloody fight for world
peace. Here they lie for ever in this far off " land of
the morning calm."
May their sacrifice not be in vain.
May they some
times be remembered.
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SORRY-NO RABBIT
For 15 years he had wailed for this day . . . Now it was HIS turn to he the Judge.
New detective story by DOUGLAS FISHER

T

HE greyhaired man in plus fours climbed over the
fence into the wood and placed his doublebarrelled
gun against a tree. Then from the game bag he
carried he produced a pursenet and fixed it in position
over the mouth of one of the rabbitholes in the sandy
bank at his feet.
The game bag was agitated violently and a ferret's
white head appeared at its opening, its pink, restless eyes
alight, its snout quivering. The greyhaired man straight
ened his back and his thumb and forefinger reached down
to circle the ferret's neck.
"Hold everything, m'lud!" a voice whipped at him.
Still clutching the wriggling ferret, the greyhaired man
turned quickly. The muscles at the corners of his jaw
tightened.
" Roger Penfold " he exclaimed.
"Got it in one. Mr. ExJustice Hilton. I'm flattered
you recognise me so easily after all this time.
Fifteen
years, you know. Remember what I swore to you when
they were taking me away—that I'd get even some day?
" Well "—he stepped away from the tree behind which
he had concealed himself and half lifted the automatic
which was pointing at Hilton's stomach—" it looks as il
I'm more than even now."
" You're crazy."
" May be 1 am, but that's not your worry.
For
fifteen years I've dreamed day and night, of this moment,
m'lud! Fifteen years—five and a half thousand ol those
days and nights. And now . . . "
His voice dropped to a whisper which was almost
like a caress.
" And now I'm going to kill you, m'lud!"
" You had a fair trial," Hilton said.
" Fair trial?"
Rage blazed in Pcnfold's eyes. "Fair
—after that summing up of yours which would have swayed
a jury of my own bloodbrothers? It's my turn to be
the judge now, Hilton. And the sentence is death."
Hilton looked down at the ferret he held. The fingers
of his left hand moved to stroke the narrow head gently
and the long lithe body, pendant from his right, relaxed
into content.
" You'll never get away with it," he said.
Penfold's reply was a grim chuckle.
" 1 shall—the
way I'm going to play it. I've had you under observation
for days. It's a wellknown custom of yours, isn't it, to
go out rabbiting on your own like this, with your ferret
and your gun?
"Who's going to think anything else, when you're
found lying in a position I shall leave you with gunshot
wounds in your head, but that you tumbled in getting
over the fence and your gun went off and finished you?"
Hilton continued to stroke his ferret. " No man with
a ha'porth of sense climbs a fence with his gun cocked,"
he said.
Again Penfold's chuckle came. " That's the theory,
I know, but doesn't every sportsman take a risk once or
twice in his life? You should read the accident reports
in the popular newspapers, Hilton "

He stepped sideways to the tree where Hilton's gun
was standing.
" I watched you load this as you came
across the field. You probably thought there might be a
bunny or two feeding outside the wood. Like a careful
man, you let the hammers down before you got over the
fence."
His lazy halfsneering changed suddenly. "Put that
blasted animal down and come over here!"
Hilton bent and put the ferret gently on the sand. It
crept forward sniffing.
Hilton turned his back on it,
squared his shoulders and did Penfold's bidding.
The man with the automatic gestured briefly. " Pick
up that gun, and no foolishness, either. One suspicious
move, and you get it, even if 1 have to swing afterwards."
Hilton reached out, grasped the shotgun by the barrel.
His eyes were still on Penfold's and in them he read with
certainty his own immediate death sentence should he try
for a break. He relaxed and lifted the gun. No chance
yet. None at all.
"Tuck that gun under your arm in the usual way,
muzzle down," Penfold rasped. " That's it. Now cock
it."
He watched Hilton's movements closely.
" Now
straight forward and stick it up against the far side of
that fence, muzzle up this time."
Hilton turned and immediately the automatic was
jammed in his back. He walked forward over the sandy
bank. The automatic thrust at him.
" Where are you going you old fool? This isn't the
place where you came in."
Hilton stopped and spoke over his shoulder. "It's
the place where one would normally go out. Use your
eyes, Penfold. Don't you see, where I came in. how the
fence leans inward to the wood?
Tt's easy enough to
climb from the far side, but the very devil to tackle
from this.
Hence my present choice."
It was his turn to chuckle grimly.
"You always
failed to study the finer details, Penfold. If my memory
serves me—though, of course, your particular case was
just one of a number of similar minor ones with which
I had to deal—it was lack of foresight which put you
behind bars."
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" Get on!"
Penfold's rage trembled through his
fingers and the automatic jerked dangerously. " Place that
gun—and keep your mouth shut."
Hilton lifted the gun over the fence and grounded
its butt. "Satisfied with that?" he asked.
" It'll do."
Again the automatic bored in.
" Get
up on the fence. Stand on (he second rail. Move your
self!"
Hilton grasped the top rail with his hands and
levered himself up. Again he spoke over his shoulder.
" May I be permitted to ask one question ?"
"What is it?"
" J don't quite see how you're going to work the next
bit successfully, Penfold.
" I mean short of clubbing me unconscious, so leav
ing a bruise which even our local general practitioner
would spot at once. I don't understand how you're go
ing to drape me, as it were, across this fence so that it
will look a perfectly natural accident, without putting
down that gun of yours.
" The instant you do, of course, you'll have quite a
battle on your hands. I may be a pensioner, but I'm in
fair condition. I just don't sec how you're going to avoid
it."
" Don't you? It's easy. Like this!" A heavy hand
came down on the back of Hilton's neck, jackknifing him
across the top rail. He struggled wildly, the rail biting into
his midrif, but Penfold's pressure increased, forcing Hilton's
head to the level of his knees.
With staring eyes looking down his own gunbarrels,
Hilton tried to kick out backwards, but Penfold, foresee
ing this move, had closed in. pinning Hilton's legs between
his own body and the fence. Like a flash, Penfold dropped
his automatic, thrust his left arm between the rails and
changed hands in the back of Hilton's neck.
"Now," he muttered, "all is set, m'lud. You can't
move, and I've room to bend down like this, take out a

pencil from my pocket like this, reach out with it to the
trigger of your gun like this, and now, a little pressure
like—"
The ground between his feet suddenly seemed to
explode upwards. Something soft and heavy struck his
legs. Startled, he sprang back with a cry of alarm.
Hilton moved on the instant his enemy grip was
snatched away from his neck. He swung his body on the
pivot of the top rail, landed on the far side of the fence
in one movement, and flashed a hand to his shotgun. The
thrust of the heavy butt took Penfold in the face as he
dived for his dropped automatic. He staggered backwards,
and Hilton's gun smashed again, sideways across his head.
Penfold went down and stayed there.
Hilton carefully uncocked his gun. Rather shakily,
he mounted the fence again. On the far side, just where
he had led Penfold, a rabbit lay fast in the extended purse
net. still kicking. Hilton stooped to loosen the net peg.
A fiat white head, followed by a snaky body, shot out
of the hole from which the rabbit had bolted. The ferret
pulled up in a small scurry of sand, leaping up at the
netted rabbit in Hilton's hand. Hilton grinned.
"Just in time, my lad," he said softly. "Oh yes, I
heard you and this bunny dashing about underground as
I lay with my head down over the fence just now. It was
my only hope that you'd bolt one at our friend's feet and
so cause the necessary diversion."
He picked up the agitated ferret and dropped it in his
game bag.
" Sorry," he said. " No rabbit. Because, you see, I
owe this one quite a lot."
He drew the rabbit clear of the net, set it down and
smiled as it dashed away. Then, taking a piece of stout
cord from his pocket, he bent to the task of trussing Roger
Penfold.
WORLD COPYRIGHT RESERVED
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt."
The White Horse of

The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."

Kent with the motto " Invicta."

" Vimiera," " Gorunna," " Almarez," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " Punniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwal," " Sobraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," " N e w Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," " S o u t h Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" Mons," " Le Cateau," " Retreat from Mons," " Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," " La Bassee, 1914,"
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1918," " Hindenburg Line," " Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," " Courtrai," " Selle," " Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," " Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," " G a z a , " " E l Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," " T e l l 'Asur," "Palestine. 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" Sharqat," " Mesopotamia, 191518."
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Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past arid Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record

Office—Warwick.
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c/o G.P.O.. Kuala Lumpur, Malaya.
Tonbridge.

ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
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O.C.. Regimental Depot, Major R. E. Moss.
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direct to the Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone. The Editor cannot undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite request
Is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to koep the Editor informed of any change of address.
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ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Names
Appointments
Brounlie, C. A. de B., M.C.
R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
Talbot, D. E. B.. D.S.O.. M.C.
A.A.G., War Office.
Martyn, A., O.B.E.
Lt.Col., A.Q.M.G., G.H.Q., .
FA.R.E.L.F.
''! '".sr 3 1

BoothTucker, J. M. D.
Heygate, E. S., M.C.
Andrews, D. H.. M.C.
Jackson, L. F. W.
Elliott, G. G.. D.S.O.
Brooke, H. J. S., O.B.E.
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O., M.C.
Fowcett, G. P.
Spurr, E. C
Stoneham, B. J. S.
Keenlyside, C. H.
Moss, R. E.
Fyler, A. R.
Buckle, P. C. M. ..
Flint, A. J. M'.. M.B.E.
Crook, P. E., O.B.E.
Read, M. R„ M.C.
Butler, R„ M.B.E., M.C.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L., M.C.
Jackson, D. W.
Thomas R. C. W., O.B.
Bailey, J. D. B.
Archer, M. G. M.. M.C.
Rickcord, M. B.
Turner, P. R. H.
Dowse, R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H.
Faulkner, D. O.
Brock, J. H„ T.D.
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring H. B. H.
Eason, J. A.. T.D.
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth. G. U., M.B.E,
Dover, V.. M.C. . .
Clarke, H. W.
White, R. K
Willis, C. F., T.D.
Roper, I. H., M.C.
Monckton, D., M.C., T.D
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman, E. G., M.C.,
Hunting, K. M.
Burke, R. A.. M.C.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell. D
Macmillan, H. A.
Blum, D. E.
Franklin, A W.
Winstanley, R. G.
Abplanaip, V. C.
Osborne. E. C. S.
Shearburn. S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.
Clarke, C. S.
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K. . .
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R.
Scouller, J. A.
Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P. .
Stock, P. R.

MAJORS
(T/Lt.Col.) Comd. E.A. Labour
Group, Nairobi.
Depot Hoidee.
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 3rd Nigeria Regt.
(T/Lt.Col.) O.C. 4/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) Comd. 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.A.G., War Office.
O.C. West African Trg. Ctre., Accra.
M.S. Branch, G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
1/R.W.K.
Permanent President, C.M.; H.C.D.
2 i/c 2 (N.Y.) Bn., K.A.R.
O.C., Depot.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G., H.Q.,
Land Forces, Hong Kong.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Group Adj., H.C. Bde., Depot.
G.S. (W.) 1, War Office.
G 2. Joint Intel. Staff, W.O.
(T/Lt.Col.) 1/Para. Regt.
G.S.O. II (Ops.), Commonwealth Div.
Melbourne, Australia.
G.S.O. 2, M.E.L.F., 17.
M.E. Centre, for Arab Studies.
Det. C.i.C's. Secretariat, B.A.O.R.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
G.S.O. 2 (Air) H.Q., Malaya.
Depot Hoidee.
Mons Offr. Cadet School.
Adjt., S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
CAPTAINS
1/R.W.K.
G.I 11, Northern Comd.
H.Q., 27 Inf. Bde.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
G 2, British Forces, Hong Kong.
Adit., 1/R.W.K.
2/3(K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
1/Sierra Leone Regt., W.A.
Staff College, Camberley.
1/R.W.K.
Adjt. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt.
T.A.
Depot Hoidee.
Depot, R.W.K.
G.S.O. II (Inf.) H.Q., B.A.O.R.
G.S.O. Ill Soumaldist.
O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
1/R.W.K.
Depot Hoidee.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
Eaton Hall, O.C. Sch.
Adit. 4/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
1/R.W.K.
H.Q. Inf. Bde., F.A.R.E.L.F.

LIEUTENANTS
(T/Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
Office of Chief of Staff G.H.Q.,
F.A.R.E.L.F.
Airborne Forces Depot.
1 / R.W.K.
S.C., Soumaldist.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Depot Hoidee.
Malayan Basic T.C.
Adjt. Depot.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.
1/R.W.K.

Leigh, P. S.
Craven, C. E.
Neve, R. W.
Howlett, G. H. W., M.C.

2nd LIEUTENANTS
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Depot Hoidee.
1/R.W.K.

Pond, B. A., M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E.. M.M.
Blake, A. G., M.B.E.

QUARTERMASTERS
(Maj.) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
(Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M. (S.I.B.) G.H.Q..
M.E.L.F.
P.R.S., H.Q., M.E.L.F.

Names
Thrift. K. G., O.B.E.
Allen, R. H D., M.C.. T.D.

CAPTAINS
Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Regt.
P. & E.E. Pendine.
2/3 (K.), K.A.R., East Africa.
Adjt. Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin..
H.Q., S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
Cambridge Hospital, Aldershot.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
H.Q. Northern Command.
Ass. Camp Comdt., B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
20, Families Camp, Dover.
B.A.O.R., 4.
H.O. Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
14 Bn. R.A.O.C.
(T./Maj.) A.S.P.T.
T/Capt., A.P.I.U. (U.K.).

Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S.
Russell, H. C.. M.C.. D.C.M.
Marsh, H. W
De Havilland, V. ..
Miller, D. S.
Douris, I. A.
Bell, T. D
Desmond, M. F. ..
Mugford, N. D.
Fitzpatrick, J. N. . .
BrooksHarrington, E. W.
Mannering, L. A. . .
Huckle, G. S.
Gibbons, A .
. . .
Mott, D. H., M.M.
Jones, F. J.
Duffield, G .
. . .
Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, A. P. . .
McDowell, P. B.
Ellwood, K. S.
Allberry, R. F.
Beaumont, S. H.
Dinsdale, J. W.

LIEUTENANTS
5/Malay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Wessex G.T.C.
H.Q., 2 Inf. Div.
(2/Lt.) 1/R.W.K.
Nigeria Regt., W.A.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(2/Lt.) att. East Surrey Regt.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Hoidee.
6th (TT) Bn. K.A.R.
Depot Hoidee.

Davis, B. A.
Allen, W. D.
Marshall, E. J.
Trevett, A. F.
Whitewood, V. F.
Crump, E. D.
Gray, M. H.
Wood, W. R.
Elwell, H. C.
Thatcher, F. W.
Haft, P. R.
Thatcher, F. W.

Watts, A. E„ M.B.E.
Cook, E. S
Hunt, W. G.

QUARTERMASTERS
T.D.
..
Camp Commdt., H.C.D.
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
4th Bn. Malay Regt.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash, W., M.B.E., T.D.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Jackson, L. F. W

C.O.

Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Bird, C. W. L„ T.D.
Coombes, A. H., T.D.
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Blum, D. E., Adjt.
Ford, A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.
Newman, B. J.
Pennells, H. D. A.
Clemence, M. J.

MAJORS
Stocker, J. D., M.C., T.D.
Coath, T. C.
Cocksedge, R. E. C.
CAPTAINS
Large, J. L.
Merchant, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.
Bobby, J.

LIEUTENANTS
Lovell, F. W.
McCormack, J. D.
Nash, W. M. K.
Baker, L. B. C.
2nd LIEUTENANTS
Duggan, H. R.

QUARTERMASTER
Blake, A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.

National Service Officers
Maclay, J. N. (Lt.).
Hatwell, A. B. (2/Lt.).
Taggart, M. (2/Lt.).
Robson, T. R. J. (2/Lt.).
BracewellMilnes, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Ferguson, H. A. L. (2/Lt.).
Snell, H. B. (2/Lt.).
Hawkins, H. C. A. (Lt.).

Evans, C. M. (2/Lt.).
White, D. R. (2/Lt.).
Thwaites, N. C. (2/Lt.).
Olilvie, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Coleman, J. S. ( 2 / I T.)
Reoch, D. C. D. (2/Lt.).
Fry, R. A. (2/Lt.).
Curry, A. J. (2/Lt.).
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N behalf of all our readers we heartily congratulate
the Officers and Other Ranks of the 1st Battalion
mentioned in the list of Honours and Awards pub
lished elsewhere in this issue of " The Queen's Own
Gazette."
*

*

*

We are indebted to the Directorate of Public Relations,
the War Office, for permission to republish " Where the
White Horse of Kent is, the bandits fear to tread," which
was written by Cpl. E. Nicholls, a Military Observer in
Malaya.
*

*

*

Colonel W. V. Palmer, Chairman of the Past and
Present Association, sent the following telegram to Brig.
Gen. Rodney Style on the occasion of his 89th birthday,
on Sunday, 4th May, 1952: —
" Hearty congratulations and best wishes from
all your old comrades."
Colonel Palmer received a reply from General Style
expressing his appreciation and thanks.
*

*
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"* HE following officers signed the Colonel of the
Regiment's Visitors' Book at Regimental Head
quarters during the past month: —
Lt.Col. F. K. Theobald, Capt. G. U. Weymouth,
Maj. D. O. Faulkner, Maj. S. E. Brooks, Lt.Col.
D. H. Andrews, 2/Lt. J. R. Lincoln, Capt. D. S.
Scull, and Capt. A. W. Franklin.

The first
mentioned—Lt.Col.
Theobald—kindly
brought in a parcel of books for Malaya. Capt. Weymouth
is now en route to Hong Kong. Maj. Brooks was accom
panied by Mrs. Brooks, they were spending a short holiday
in the vicinity of Maidstone. Lt.Col. Andrews is about
to take over command of the 3rd Nigeria Regiment. 2/Lt.
Lincoln signed on First Appointment. Capt. Scull has
vacated his appointment with the Ministry of Supply and
is now awaiting posting to the 1st Bn. Finally, Capt.
Franklin is on leave on terminating his posting with the
Para. Regiment and is also now awaiting another posting,
this time to the 1st Bn.
Among our other visitors were Majs. Elmslie and
Leigh.
*

*

*

We have been informed by the Adjutant of the Royal
Hospital, Chelsea, that No. 63351, Pte. W. J. Vidler, has
been admitted as an InPensioner.
x
x
*

Lt. E. J. Marshall is now employed in Headquarters of
the Second Infantry Division in B.A.O.R.

"The Queen's Own" was represented by the 11th Bn.
Standard, carried by Mr. W. Toomer, M.M., at the Annual
Parade and Service organized by the Canadian Veterans'
Association and held at the Cenotaph in Whitehall on
Sunday, 20th April last, to commemorate the Battle of
Vimy Ridge, fought in 1916.
It will be remembered that the 1st Bn. of the Regi
ment took an active part in this successful attack.

We have heard from Mr. R. C. M. Jenkins, who has
been acting as Chief Constable at Newport, Mon. He
informs us that his immediate neighbour is the Rev. J. R.
Lloyd Thomas, Vicar of St. Mark's, Newport, whose
present appointment is Dean of Newport. The latter was
Chaplain to our 6th and 7th Bns. in Glasgow, and later
accompanied them to North Africa and Italy, with, he
believes, the 78th Division.

*

*

*

REGIMENTAL DIARIES, 1953
Only 14 subscribers to date have completed and
returned the order form for next year's Regimental Diary.
We fully realise it is looking somewhat ahead, but the
printers won't wait; they want to know the numbers
required NOW, so if you want one, write and apply for
it at once. We cannot afford to hold a stock of them.
Wallets complete at 18/6 each, i
Leather bound at 4/10 each.
j Post
Plexide bound at 3/11 each.
I free
1
Refills at 2/6 each.
*
x
*
REGIMENTAL CAR BADGES
Owing to popular demand a fresh stock of Regimental
Car Badges has been ordered. If you have not already
ordered one, NOW is the time to do so. The Badge in
silver metal is set on a background of the Regimental
colours, and the surround is chrome plated metal.
The cost is 30/6, post free. Cheques and Postal
Orders should accompany the order and be made payable
to " The Editor, The Queen's Own Gazette."
*

*

*

The 1st Bn. has changed its location, and its address
is now: —
c/o G.P.O., Kuala Lumpur, Malaya,

*

*

*

Mr. Jenkins expects to return shortly to Headquarters
of the Kent County Constabulary, Maidstone, where he
will resume his appointment as Deputy Chief Constable.
x

*

*

Maj. C. H. Keenlyside sailed on the "Cape Town
Castle" en route to Nyasaland, where he is taking over
2nd i/c. of the 2nd (Ny.) Bn. of The King's African Rifles.
*

*

*

We have had a most interesting letter from Col. E.
Hewett, who served in the 1st Bn. with Capt. H. C. Rogers.
He concludes his letter with the remark, " The old Regiment
has a very warm place in my heart." He is looking forward
to the Annual Reunion, when he hopes to be present.
*
x
x
Maj. G. P. Fawcett has left the 1st Bn. on appointment
to M.S. Branch, G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F. His wife is with him
and both of them like their surroundings. They see a lot
of Col. and Mrs. Martyn, and hope to see a few others
shortly.
*

x

*

Maj. " Mike " Grove, who is employed as G.S.O. II,
Joint Intelligence Staff, says: "I live in Fleet now and see
Brig. Riddell in the train travelling up to town most days.
I also often see "Boots" Stanyon, who is working in the
War Office."
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We are sorry to report that Capt. N. D. Mugford is in
the Cambridge Hospital, suffering from the effects of an
accident in Trieste, where he was serving with an Inf. Bde.
H.Q. He has a compound fracture of the fibula and tibula
and has been told he must remain in hospital for another
six months. We wish him a speedy recovery.
X

*

X

Maj. John Wheater has departed for Singapore, where
he will be employed with D.A.L.S. He hopes to see some
thing of the 1st Bn. when he has the opportunity.
X

X

X

Lt. B. A. Davis, writing from Raub, Pahang, informs
us that he is taking over the duties of M.T.O. with the 5th
Malay Regiment.
The Adjutant there is Capt. Peter
Roupell, who many will remember as W.T.O., Shorncliffe,
before the 1st Bn. moved to Malaya.
" Col. Andrews paid us a visit in Port Dickson while
we were there for retraining in November and December
last year, to renew his friendship with our C.O.—Lt.Col.
G. Hewetson, who he knew in Airborne days. Our new
Q.M.. Bill Hunt, and 1 were both pleased to see a member
of ' The Queen's Own ' in our Mess. Bill is now firmly
dug in and enjoying life in his Q.M. Stores; we find quite
a lot to talk over, he knowing far more about the Regi
ment than 1 do.
" How nice it is to see the White Horse in Kuala
Lumpur, as a few soldiers of ' The Queen's Own ' enjoy
their leave there. They certainly are upholding the name
of the Regiment as regards turnout, to say nothing of the
harder side of their duties in the jungle."

»

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTH
SCOTT.—On April 19th, 1952, to Daphne (nee Hancock),
wife of Lt.Col. Harold Scott, of Bucknowle House,
Wareham, Dorset—a daughter.

IN

MEMORIAM

ARCHER.—In loving memory of our gallant son and
husband, David H. Archer, M.C., Major, Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, killed in action,
Tunisia, April 30th, 1943, aged 27 years, elder son of
the late Lt.Col. Archer and Mrs. Archer and husband
of Marion. Invicta.
NORMAN.—In loving and neverfailing memory of my
husband. Lt.C'ol. E. H. Norman, D.S.O., O.B.E.,
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, who
died April 6th, 1946.—L.N.
4.

Subscription rates: —
Officers 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 51- per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free,

LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir.,
As many exmembers of the Regiment are living in
or near London, would you be kind enough to insert in
" The Q.O.G." the following notice.
SOUTH AFRICAN WAR VETERANS' ASSOCIATION
50th Anniversary, London. Peace Commemoration Service
Vereeniging, 31st May, 1902), at St. Paul's Cathedral, OP.
Saturday, 31st May, 1952, at 2 p.m. Civilian dress or
uniform.
Medals and decorations.
The parade will
muster in Walling Street, adjacent to the East side of the
Cathedral, at 1 p.m. and it is only a few hundred yards to
the Cathedral from there. Those unable to march apply
for tickets to Capt. Frank Stone, South African War
Veterans' Assocation, 22, Deerhurst Road, Streatham
Common, S.W.I6.
My kind regards.
Yours respectfully,
W. Williams, ex2879
(" One of Rundle's Greyhounds ").
Extracts from a letter to the Editor:
Dear Sir,
The Kut Garrison held their Annual Dinner at the
Charing Cross Hotel on Saturday, 26th April. Members
oi' the Regiment included Bandmaster Coombes, Messrs.
Cheeseman, Kingsmill, Fishenden, Hocaday, Holysmere,
White, Freeman, Baker, Willis (1st Devon Regt., attached),
Cox, Hogbed, Playford, D.C.M., and Murray. We were
sorry to find that "Pedlar" Palmer was absent, the only
time he has been so; also Jack Sporle, who is not very well.
Our guests of the evening were unable to attend owing to
other duties.
TheChairman received (three visiting cards from
General Ali Pasha, of Kut, Turkish Army, who took our
surrender at Kut. The cards were distributed as follows:
One to Tom Austin, R.G.A., late Secretary of the Kut
Dinner Club, who started the dinners 20 years ago. One
to the Rev. Spooner, Padre of Kut. Proposed by Kingsmill,
R.W. Kent Regt., that the third one should go to Colonel
Dunn, the Chairman of the Committee. The choice was
popular and welldeserved. The next item was a proposal
to found a memorial of Kut, to take the form of a room
at the Victory Club in London, for which an appeal will
be made later.
A. G. Kingsmill.
Mary Haig Cottage,
Sutton Valence,
Maidstone.
4th May, 1952.
4.

FORTHCOMING
25th June
....
25th June
....
17th-18th July ..
I9th-25th July . .
20th July
....

EVENTS

Regimental Dinner, Junior United Service Club.
At Home, Savoy Hotel.
Regimental Golf Meeting—Littlestone.
Tent, Maidstone Cricket Week.
Reunion, The Barracks, Maidstone.
REGIMENTAL CRICKET

The following matches have been arranged for this season:—
May 17th
....
Versus MOTE C.C. — Away, Maidstone
June 27th
....
Versus BUFFS — Away, Canterbury.
July 4th
Versus BUFFS — Home, Maidstone.

July 5th

July 6th
July 26th & 27th
August 14th . .
August 23rd
..

Versus BAND OF BROTHERS — Home, Maidstone.
Versus MOTE C.C. — Home, Maidstone.
Versus QUEEN'S — Away, Guildford.
Versus OLD SUTTONIANS — Away, Sutton Valence,
Versus BABES — Home, Maidstone,
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14th ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERYICE PARADE, 20th JULY, 1952
11.00 a.m.—Parade
'

HE " Fall In" will be sounded. All ranks will
form up in Close Column of Bns. in line facing
A
south.
Officers will parade with their respective Units. The
Senior Officer will lake command.
Members who have served jn more than one will
decide with which Unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding the Regimental Depot will
Command the Parade.
Prior to the parade marching off the Colonel of the
Regiment will present the M.S.M. to Mr. R. Line.

11.15 a.m.—March Off
The Parade, headed by the Band, will move in
column of route, order as above. Route: Sandling Road,
Week Street, High Street, Mill Street, to All Saints' Church.

11.30 a.m.—Arrival at Church
On arrival at Church, Standard Bearers, Depot, 2nd
Bn., 5th Bn., 7th Bn., 11th Bn. and Home Guard will
enter the Church by the North entrance and will be con
ducted to their seats on that side of the Church. The
remaining Units will enter the Church by the South en
trance and will occupy seats on that side of the Church.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone, and
members of the Corporation, will be attending the Service.
Branch standard bearers will form up in pairs be
hind the font, leaving room for the Mayor's Procession
to pass, and will move up to the Altar when the Vicar
will receive the Standards and place them near the Altar.
Standards will be returned to the bearers in reverse
order on completion of the Service.
Front seats will be reserved for the Mayor of Maid
stone and party, for ladies and officers in uniform.
Ladies wishing to attend the service at All Saints'
Church, should proceed independently.

Parade Outside Church in Mill Street
After the service, members are requested to leave the
church commencing from the front pew, and return to
Mill Street by the same route as they entered.
The Band and markers will be in position in Mill
Street, and Units will form up in column of "threes" in
reverse order of march facing High Street.

March Off
Route: Mill Street, High Street, Pudding Lane,
Museum Street, and then to Brenchley Gardens.
On arrival at Brenchley Gardens the Parade will be
led by guides to form three sides of a square, facing the
Regimental Cenotaph
Units will halt and turn inwards
in " threes " and stand at ease.
The Worslhipful the Mayor of Maidstone, and
members of the Corporation will be in attendance
The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will call

the Parade to " Attention." The " Last Post" will be
sounded, a two minute silence observed, followed by
" Reveille." Wreaths will then be laid on the Regimental
Cenotaph.
At the conclusion of the Service, Units will march off
led by a guide to Station Road, where the Band will be
formed up ready to return to Barracks via Sandling Road.

March Past
On arrival in Barracks the Colonel of the Regiment,
MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., will take the
Salute on the Barracks Square at the near corner of the
Officers' Mess.
The Officer Commanding each Bn. will give the com
mand " Eyes Right," and he alone will salute or remove
his headdress.

Meals
A buffet lunch will be provided in the New Gymnasium
at a cost of 4/9 per head. Members are requested to notify
their requirements to their local Branch Representatives.
Tickets may also be obtained on application to: The Hon.
Secretary, Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Cash should accompany the order. No applications for
tickets will be considered after Monday, the 14th July, 1952.
TEA.—A bullet tea will be available from 3.30 p.m., in
the Old Gymnasium, at moderate prices.

15.00 p.m.—Standard Bearers' Competition
The Standard Bearers' Competition
3 p.m., on the Back Field. Points will
cleanliness of equipment and Standard
Standard Bearers, less their escort
either side of the Saluting B?se.

will take place at
be allotted for the
Bearer Drill.
will form up on

Music
The Band will play on the Back Field during the
afternoon.

Amusements
SHOOTING.—There will be an InterBranch Small Bore
Rifle Competition on the 25 yards open range (in rear of
the miniature range), commencing at 3 p.m.
Branch teams to consist of four men. Ten rounds
each will be fired on the " Roberts " target, two sighters
will be allowed. Entrance: fee one shilling per team.
A silver cup will be presented to the winning team,
which it is hoped will be competed for annually.
Commencing at 3 p.m. a small bore competition will
be held in the miniature range. Prizes will be awarded for
Ladies, Gentlemen and Juveniles under 14 years.
P.T. DISPLAY.—Two P.T. displays will be given com
mencing at 3.30 p.m., one by members of the Permanent
Staff and another by Recruits in their second week of
training.
CHILDREN'S RACES.—These will be organized during
the course of the afternoon.
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CITATION—MILITARY CROSS

success was also due entirely to 2nd/Lt. Howlett's excellent
positioning of the ambush, quick thinking and personal
example.
These successful actions complete a year of outstand
ing work by 2nd/Lt. Howlett on operations during which
time he has been personally responsible for the killing of
eight bandits. Throughout he has maintained a consistently
high standard of good example and leadership.

Honours and Awards

H

ER MAJESTY THE QUEEN has been graciously
pleased to approve the immediate award of the
MILITARY CROSS to 2/Lt. G. H. W. Howlett,
R.W.K. (411979).

2ND/LIEUT. GEOFFREY HUGH WHITBY HOWLETT (411979)
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment

O

N 21st February, 1952, 2nd/Lt. Howlett led out his
Platoon to find and destroy a bandit camp in the
Bcruntang area, Ulu Selangor.
The approach necessitated a 36hour patrol through
varied and difficult country.
By skilful navigation the
bandit camp was found in the jungle and attacked by
2nd/Lt. Howlett. It was, however, found to be empty,
having been only recently evacuated. Useful documents
were found in the camp and the body of a dead bandit,
who had been executed recently, was discovered.
2nd/Lt. Howlett wisely avoided returning by the same
route. As the leading scout emerged from the edge of the
jungle on an oil palm estate, he saw five bandits at about
100 yards range. 2nd/Lt. Howlett made a quick plan. He
sent one section round on a flank on high ground to cut off
the bandits and ordered his Platoon Sgt. to give covering
fire with the Platoon Headquarters group. He himself led
the second section in a direct attack on the enemy. The
bandits returned heavy fire and then, alternatively moving
and firing, tried to escape.
2nd/Lt. Howlett led his men in hot pursuit over hilly
country in which good cover was plentiful. With dash and
determination all five bandits were closely engaged and,
after spirited encounters over a period of some twenty
minutes, during which time the bandits continued to resist
bravely, all were eventually killed. 2nd/Lt. Howlett at the
head of his men, personally accounted for two of them.
There were no casualties to our troops.
2nd/Lt. Howlett's mastery of jungle conditions, his
rapid thinking, sensible plan and courageous leadership were
outstanding throughout and were the main reason for the
complete success of the action. The bandits killed proved
to be members of a M.R.L.A. platoon which had previously
taken part in major offensive actions against security forces.
2nd/Lt. Howlett's personal example in leading the attack
on these bandits with no regard for his personal safety,
resulted in the elimination of an entire group of a strong
bandit platoon, which will have an adverse effect on the
future morale of the enemy in this area.
This was no isolated incident. On the night before this
patrol, 2nd/Lt. Howlett was in command of an ambush
party which killed one bandit and wounded another. This

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN has been graciously
pleased to approve the following awards to members of
the 1st Battalion: —
MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES
Maj. A. J. M. Flint, M.B.E. (64618).
Lt. K. S. Beale (403616).
2/Lt. R. D. H. Wilson (413406).
14624923, Sgt. H. King.
6087197, Sgt. G. Smith.
22306836, L/Cpl. J. Singleton.
(London Gazette.)

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS

FROM

LONDON

GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY
SHORT SERVICE REGULAR COMMISSION
Lt. J. W. Dinsdale (364373), to be Capt., 16th March,
1952.
EMERGENCY COMMISSION
Lt. V. Farnell (331386)) relinquished his commn., 30th
April, 1952, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
2/Lt. R. A. Fry (409767) is granted the acting rank of
Lt., 1st April, 1952.
2/Lt. R. A. Fry (409767), from N. Staffs, to be 2/Lt.,
28th January, 1952, retaining his present seniority.
2/Lt. M. Taggart (409751) is granted the acting rank
of Lt., 16th December, 1951.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Capt. P. F. Haynes, T.D. (53184), ceases to belong to
the T.A. Res. of Offrs., 9th April, 1952, retaining
the rank of Capt.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the
following Regimental Journals: The Dragon; The Tank;
The Sapper; The Snapper; St. George's Gazette; The
R.A.O.C. Journal; The R.A.S.C. Journal; The A.C.C.
Journal; The Rouisillian Gazette.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

111

Where the White Horse of Kent is, Bandits Fear to Tread
BATTALION RE-TRAINING

AFTER ONE YEAR S OPERATIONS

By CORPORAL ERIC NICHOLLS

T

HE wind whistled through the corridors of deserted
buildings at St. Martin's Plain Camp, Shorncliffe,
and snow covered the Kentish countryside as a small
squad of men with greatcoats buttoned, marched behind
their Regimental Band along the icy roads from Shornclilfe
Garrison to St. Martin's Plain.
That was eighteen months ago, and the men were
members of the 1st Battalion, The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment Cadre Company. They were moving
to their new camp where their Battalion was reforming,
in preparation for active service, after three years as Train
ing Battalion of the Home Counties Brigade.

They Arrive Singing
On March 2nd, 1951, the new Battalion sailed into
Singapore Harbour on the troopship " Devonshire," sing
ing a song significant in itself—" A hunting we will go."
Now, after a year's operational service in Malaya, in
which they have lived up to the promise they sang, the
Royal West Kents have left the terroristinfested jungle,
the swamps and rubber estates of North Selangor, for a
period of retraining and rest.
They have left something else behind them, too—their
mark on the Communist terrorists. " The White Horse of
Kent" will always be remembered by the bandits in
that area.

Achievement and Loss
Fiftytwo bandits have perished at the hands of the
Royal West Kents, while three more have been captured;
166 bandit camps have been discovered; 24 rifles, three
sten guns, two carbines, four pistols and five shot guns
captured, with 2,592 rounds of small arms ammunition, 19
grenades, 220 sticks of high explosives and 443 electric
detonators.
Furthermore, patrols have unearthed 41 food and
supply dumps, and in so doing have deprived the Com
munists of 1,286 pounds of rice, 46 pounds of sugar, 49
pairs of boots, 326 tins of miscellaneous foods and 300
yards of cloth.
In support of the patrols, 37 air strikes have been made.
There are two sides to every story, and statistics tell
us that on the darker side, " The Queen's Own " have lost
one officer, 16 other ranks and three Iban trackers killed,
and have had two officers, 20 other ranks, one Iban tracker
and one civil liaison officer wounded. But in one year's
operations, they lost only one rifle and 50 rounds of
ammunition.

Patrols and Ambushes
Behind the facts showing achievement and loss, there
is another story: the story of every British soldier in
Malaya.
It is the story of routine patrols, day after day, in

Military Observer in Malaya

the steaming, sodden jungle, where they climb up near
vertical banks, slithering, slipping and sliding, their clothes
sodden with sweat, covered with grime, but always, their
suntanned faces set and grim in determination.
Then there are the night ambushes. Men sit silently for
hours on end, with weapons cocked and ready, and nerves
taut, as the mosquitoes attempt a sly bite in places where
there is no insect repellant, and those creeping, crawling
red ants manoeuvre their way through gaps in jungle green,
to stab at, puncture and bite tender spots.
There are the " Standby " Platoons, who wait for the
bugle sounding four " G's," which means an ambush some
where near, an attack on an estate or bandits sighted. And
on the trucks they get to start another hunt.
That is the daytoday life of those jungle fighters.
Sometimes it goes on for weeks, maybe even for months,
before their efforts are rewarded with a " kill."
And again, it is the story of those who lead, and
those who follow and respect that leadership: of those
who have lost their lives, and those who will live to
remember; the mental and physical strain of the crazy
"who dunnit" war, politely termed the "Emergency."

Young and Courageous
Many of these men of Kent and Kentish men were
going to school as the " Battle of Britain " raged over their
homes in the last war, and " doodlebugs " came hurtling
out of the sky, and when the rattle of the Spitfires' machine
guns was an everyday occurrence. It was all rather
exciting for them then. Now they find themselves carry
ing Bren guns, heavy radio sets and medical packs, and
setting up their record in patience, fortitude and courage.
Their lot is indeed a hard one, and only the perfectly
fit can survive the ordeal.

A Team
This is a story in which names do not matter. For
right from the groups which make up the Sections, and
in turn the Platoons and the Companies to the Command
ing Officer, they are a team.
When the Royal West Kents took over from the 2nd
Battalion, Scots Guards, last year, they had a reputation
to keep up—the Guards had accounted for 111 bandits,
11 of them being killed in their last week in Malaya.
They started off well enough with five bandits killed
in the first week. That was good going, especially for
A Company, who carred out the operations. There was a
lull, and for weeks patrols brought back the report,
" nothing seen, nothing heard."

Turned the Tables
Then events happened. They came out of the blue
with all the alarming suddenness of a bomb bursting in
their midst.
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October, 1951, will always be looked on as a "black
month." But also, it can be said, that it was the turning
point in the Emergency. People began to apprecate facts
concerning the antibandit campaign, which they had not
realised before.
When the High Commissioner, Sir Henry Gurney, was
murdered by terrorists in an ambush on the Kuala Kubu
Gap Road on October 6th, English speaking peoples of
the. world were shocked.
For days, men of the Royal West Kents chased the
trails of the gang responsible for the asassination. They
did not know then, that a fortnight later, they would be
engaged in an operation, which affected them, personally.
On 22nd October, No. 11 platoon of D Company, was
returning to camp from a three day patrol, on the Ulu
Caledonian Estate, near Ulu Yam. As the trucks came
round an " S " bend on the rough estate track, they came
under heavy automatic and rifle fire. Several of those in
the leading vehicle, including the Company Commander,
were killed in the first outburst of firing.
Others were
seriously wounded. But the men left their vehicles, and
fought back. They beat oil charge after charge by the
bandits, and in the end it was not a battle between a platoon
of the Royal West Kents' and a platoon of the Bandits', but
a fight by a mere handful of men against a force many
times their strength. Eventually, the Communists were
forced to withdraw, leaving six of their own dead behind,
and weapons.
The Royal West Kents lost one officer, 11 other ranks
and three Iban trackers killed, and one officer, 10 other
ranks and one Civil Liaison Officer were wounded, but
the efforts of those few wounded men, prevented the loss
of any arms or ammunition and saved the lives of their
wounded comrades, and turned what might have been a
tragic defeat into one of the most gallant actions in the
history of the Emergency.

added another decoration to their list, the Military Cross,
won by 2/Lt. G. H. W. Howlett, and have had six men
Mentioned in Despatches.

Where Will They Strike Next ?
The
battalion
and who
ducunt"

Bandits would do well to steer clear of the
who were once called the " Dirty Half Hundred,"
have lived up to their motto " Quo fas et gloria
(whither right and glory lead).

The battalion will be retraining for a period of eight
weeks. Then it will be back to the jungle for them. And
No. 8 platoon may well be asking "Where will the White
Horse strike next ? "

Awards for Gallantry
For gallantry and outstanding leadership in that battle,
Private John Pannell was awarded the Distinguished Con
duct Medal, and LanceCorporal John Martin the Military
Medal.
Several of those who died that day were National
Servicemen. There was the signaller who died by his set,
and the Bren gunner who fell beside his gun; there was
the young Regular medical orderly who was killed as he
attended to the wounded, and an " old soldier," who had
survived the Siamese " death " railway, only to die at the
hands of terrorists.

Invicta—Invincible
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment have a
reputation for fighting courageously. Take a look at their
Regimental Colours and you will find such names as
Sevastopol, Hill 60, Mons, Vimy, Somme, Pyrenees, Inker
man. Afghanistan, Gallipoli.
But the Communists of No. 8 Platoon, who staged that
ambush, and who are reputed to be the most efficient and
well equipped band of Bandits in the State of Selangor,
were not to know about that. Neither were they to know
that the word Invicta (Invincible) was written on "The
Queen's Own cap badge.
But they have paid the price of ignorance and foolish
ness. Nineteen members of that Platoon are now dead,
killed by men of the Royal West Kent, who have since

Read
Your County

Newspaper,

Published Fridays, price 3d.

KENT
MESSENGER
The County Paper of Kent
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

W

E crave the indulgence of our readers for the
following errors which crept into last month's
Museum Notes: —
Tn referring to the first award of General Service
Medals the date was incorrectly shown as 1814.
This
should of course have read 1848. Dates of the Peninsular
War should have read 17961814.
We are indebted to Col. W. V. Palmer for drawing
our attention to information regarding the Banner in the
March Q.O.G. He quotes the Q.O.G. for December. 1917,
and February, 1918, for full detail regarding the acquisition
of the Banner. The Banner was not as stated, carried,
but hung over the front of the box at the Albert Hall, in
which members of the 1st Bn. were seated.
This month's picture is of the centre portion of the
Museum. The outstanding exhibits are a model of H.M.S.
" Maidstone" and a Japanese antitank gun.
The latter was captured by our 4th Bn. in Burma,
on the outskirts of Rangoon. It was brought home by
the Bn. on its return from Active Service. This trophy
is of great interest to our visitors, especially to the
veterans of Kohima, and to members of the Royal
Armoured Corps whose duty it was to comb it out and
make it ineffective. The men of this Corps had a great
respect for the capabilities of this weapon.

The model of H.M.S. "Maidstone" was made by
the ship's company, and was on view at several of the
town's exhibitions. It was presented to the Regt. by the
kindness of His Worship the Mayor and Corporation of
Maidstone.
It is not inappropriate that the Navy should be
represented in the Museum in view of the services of the
50th Foot as Marines in 1778. This association with the
Royal Navy is still commemorated by the tradition of
piping the men to dinner.
A series of automatic weapons are also displayed, and
some of them can be seen in the picture.
Our thanks are due to the following for their
generosity in providing exhibits: —
Maj. P. E. Crook, O.B.E. (1st Bn.)—Bandit Equipment.
Lt.Col. G. G. Elliott, D.S.O.—Bandit Platoon Flag.
Col. C. F. Hitchins, D.S.O.—Commission Parchments
signed by Her late Majesty Queen Victoria; also
medal and identity disc.
Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.—Regimental Helmet.
4th Battalion—Musket, 1860.
Miss M. Keenlyside—Powder Horn. 1770. Belt and Buckle,
Gorget and photo.
Royal United Services' Institution—Grape Shot.
Lt.Col. H. D. Chaplin—Mess Jacket, buttons, stick, etc.

cm*
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Mr. Mark G. Birkett—Standing Orders, West Kent L.I.
Militia, 1854.
Lt.Col. E. S. Heygate, M.C.—Cuff links made from buttons
of the 97th Regt.
exR.S.M. Childs—Khoran stand and cover, photos, etc.
Maj. C. H. Keenlyside—2 Egyptian Medals and an
invitation card signed by the Duke of Wellington
on the eve of Waterloo, 1815.
WANTED
Among other exhibits, a Pair of Batcher Boots, as
worn with Frock Coat.



NOTICES

GREAT MEN
BY ONE WHO FOUGHT WITH THEM

D

O you remember the days so short a time ago when
the 14th Army in Burma was called with some truth
44 The Forgotten Army " ?
Today is the anniversary of the end of its greatest
battle—the battle of Kohima, described by FieldMarshal
Sir William Slim as 44 one of the decisive battles of the
war."
In tribute to the men of Britain, who in that battle
won imperishable glory, I will tell the story of what
happened just eight years ago.
5,000 FEET UP

N.A.F.F.I.

GIFT
TO

PARCEL

SCHEME

MALAYA

Relatives and friends in the United Kingdom may
now order, through N.A.A.F.I. Canteens or direct from
N.A.A.F.I. Headquarters, one or more of a range of
standard gifts to be sent to men serving in Malaya (exclud
ing Singapore), Korea and Japan, varying in price from
5/ to 30/. Full particulars and order forms may be
obtained from—
Forces' Parcel Services,
O.C.S.,
N.A.A.F.I.
Esher, Surrey.
*

FIFTH

*

INDIAN

Kohima is a little town some 5,000 feet up, hidden
among the woods in the hills of Assam.
It was built on a ridge, surrounded and overlooked
by other hills, heavily wooded with thick undergrowth.
In April, 1944, the Japanese were making their last
desperate offensive against India.
Kohima lay at the junction of four main tracks in
almost trackless country.
Had the Japanese captured it and cleared the road to
Dimapur they would have had Eastern India at their
mercy. Kohima was the 14 The Gateway to India."
KENTS MOVE IN

*

DIVISION

The Seventh Annual Dinner of the Officers' Dinner
Club will be held on Friday, 3rd October, 1952, at
Simpson's in the Strand, London, W.C.2.
The Chairman will be General Sir Mosley Mayne,
G.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.
Dress: Dinner jacket, uniform, or lounge suit. Tickets
16/6 (members) and 21/6 (nonmembers). Further details
and particulars of membership from Hon. Secretary, 5th
Indian Division Officers' Dinner Club, c/o Messrs. Glyn,
Mills and Co. (Holts Branch), 22, Whitehall, London.
S.W.I.

A British force was sent to deal with the situation.
On April 5th, the 4th Bn. of The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment—the old 44 Dirty Half Hundred "—
advanced.
As they moved up the hill road to Kohima they met
Indian stragglers from the garrison there. All were trying
to get away from the Japanese.
Soon the West Kents' trucks came under heavy lire
and were ablaze.
By nightfall the light of the burning vehicles showed
men digging in the hillside, reorganizing the defences,
collecting food and ammunition, and preparing for a siege.
The Commanding Officer, on taking charge of the
garrison, found he had nearly 3.000 men, a large propor
tion noncombatants but mouths to feed.
In addition to his battalion he had an Indian Mountain
Battery and some Indian soldiers from a convalescent
depot.
IT WAS COLD

3 good things in one!
Smooth chocolate
Delicious
Crisp wafers

BLUE

RIBAND

CRAY DUNN
PRODUCT

It is very cold at 5,000 feet in Assam in April, and
few of the men had more than their battledress and great
coats to wear. But they had plenty of ammunition and a
lot of food.
The real trouble was water. The pipeline was in
Japanese hands. Soon the ration was half a water bottle
per man per day.
For the next 16 days the garrison held a triangle, no
side of which was longer than about 1,000 yards.
They were shelled day and night. The wounded were
often killed while being attended to.
As the days went by, more and more Japanese troops
were flung into the battle. The triangle was squeezed until
its sides were only 500 yards.
The men lost track of time. Night was the worst.
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The machinegunner would wait until the shadowy
forms were about ten yards away and then " let 'em
have it." To hold your fire to the last minute when every
shadow is a Jap takes a lot of doing. But these men did
it. Night after night, redeyed through lack of sleep, cold
and dirty.
STRANGE TALES
Many strange tales are told of those grim night
encounters. One man was knocked out by a shell burst and
awoke to find his trench shared by a Japanese officer. He
killed him with his bare hands.
Many acts of heroism took place which will never be
told. L/Cpl. John Pennington Harman was posthumously
awarded the Victoria Cross for outstanding gallantry.
As he lay dying, having wiped out a Japanese post
singlehanded, he refused medical aid and, turning to his
comrades, encouraged them, saying, " 1 got the lot, it was
worth it."
On April 20th, 16 days after the small force had arrived
at Kohima, what was left of it, gaunt but triumphant, was
relieved.
It had borne the brunt of attacks by nearly the whole
of the Japanese 31st Division, and inflicted at least 3,000
casualties.
Britons should never forget that battle, or the men who
fought it.
(Republished with permission of the " Sunday Express.")

ARMY ART SOCIETY
HERE are probably many amateur artists serving in
the Forces who have not heard of this Society. It
*
is an entirely unofficial organisation and exists to
encourage Art amongst past and present members of the
three Fighting Services. For several years, very successful
exhibitions have been held in London each Autumn, and
these afford an opportunity for young artists—who often
have the advantage of painting subjects overseas—to show
their works and compare them with others. This adds a
real interest and object to their hobby.
The work of serving personnel, of all ranks, is par
ticularly welcome and intending Exhibitors are invited to
apply now for particulars about the next (21st) Exhibition.
This will be held at the Imperial Institute, South Kensing
ton, from 21st October to 9th November, 1952.
Applications should be addressed to: —
E. A. Callam, Esq., Hon. Sec.,
Army Art Society,
66, Apsley House,
St. John's Wood,
London, N.W.8.
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"Before we start again, Gentlemen, there are one or two little arrears outstanding from 1945."
London Express Service
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from

i st BATTALION

S

INCE
yesterday,
the 17th April,
we have been on
what is euphemistic
ally called " Rest and
Retraining."
Before
giving details of this
highly desirable state
here is a brief resume
of our final
fling at
K.K.B.
Immediately
fol
lowing
the
tragic
ambush at Tanjong
Malim, D Coy. was
uprooted from K.K.B.
and within 24 hours
was situated on the
soccer field
at Slim
River, ably supported
by Tac. H.Q. Follow
ing fast upon this, the
Bn. was split asunder.
C Coy. at Rawang, and A Coy., at K.K.B., were left to
fend for themselves under 18 Inf. Bde., whilst Sp. D, B,
and Tac. H.Q's. came under comd. 3 C.D.O. Bde. R.M.
Being new boys, Tac. H.Q. were inundated with visitors
and for 20 days averaged three visitors a day.
Finally, 17th April marked a hectic day of handing
over to 1st Bn., The Suffolk Regiment, in the South and
to the 2/2 Gurkha Rifles in the North. Sp. Coy. were so
relieved they lit a bonfire to celebrate, which went with
a great bang. However, there will probably be more of
this in their notes.
Looking back over 124 months' operations, we can be
satisfied with a final total of 55. which for the first twelve
months in this country compares favourably with other
units.
Now, Wardieburn Camp and a month at Penang.
Judging from the first few days, " Rest and Retraining "
is a dubious title. Everyone has been hard at work clear
ing up the camp, working out training programmes and
generally settling in. However, there is plenty of time
given to swimming and sports—K.L. is only twenty minutes
away and families can see far more of each other; so once
we've settled in we look like having quite a pleasant break.
Added to the pleasures of K.L. there is a month at
Penang. Two Coys, go at a time and will spend most
of their time shooting and bathing on the superb beaches.
Finally, we welcome Maj. Waring, Maj. Bishop and

Battalions : |
Capt. Abplanalp, who have come to augment our slender
staff. Lt. Woolstencroft leaves in a matter of days to
attend a Regular Commissions Board and is hoping to
spend an idle time in England before returning to the fold
again in a few months' time.

" A " COMPANY
First of all, our heartiest congratulations to Major
A. J. M. Flint* M.B.E. (our Company Commander), and
Sgt. King on being Mentioned in Despatches; also to Lt.
K. S. Beale for his similar award, earned whilst he was in
this Coy.
We are unable to record any spectacular operational
successes this month. This has NOT been due to any lack
of effort on our part, but the Devil and his luck has been
against us and the only contacts made during the month
have brought small rewards.
Jungle operations from
K.K.B. have gone on steadily and have, in fact, become
more frequent during the last fortnight since the sudden
departure of D Coy. to the North, following the recent
bandit outrage at Tanjong Malim. Although we took no
part in the operations following the ambush, we are
naturally very interested in the events taking place in our
old area and much regret the death of the A.D.O., Michael
Codner, who will be better known to readers as John
Clinton, the originator of the famous " Wooden Horse"
escape.
Within our area, the last contact made by No. 1 PI.,
under the command of 2/Lt. C. E. Craven, is worthy of
record, if only because it brought two packs, a brandnew
bandit hat, which has now found a more permanent home
in the Company " Museum," and a considerable expenditure
of ammunition by the Pl. Commander ! !
We are now looking forward to a period of retraining
and rest, which starts in a few days. We have high hopes
of enjoying the better and nearer facilities that retraining
will bring, but higher hopes that a final fling in the "Ulu "
will bring us to the top of the Company " League."
During March, Capt. N. F. Leonard left us and
returned to his Regiment—The Middlesex Regiment—in
Hong Kong. We wish him and his family good luck and
bon voyage. Sgt. Quinn is on his way to the U.K., where
he is to become a P.S.I, with the 4th Bn., and Sgt. King has
joined Lt. Beale in the " Ops. Room " staff.

Readers are reminded t h a t we can supply copies of
" The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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" B " COMPANY
During the past month the Company has been fully
occupied on operations but, unfortunately, still without
increasing our score. We have renamed Nadesan " The
elusive Pimpernel."
New arrivals to the Coy. include Cpl. Pluck, a twin
brother of Sgt. Pluck, who has recently joined us from
service in Korea and Hong Kong, where he did outstand
ingly in the H.K. Bisley Shoot. The Competition Shooting
Cup, at present held by us, looks like becoming permanent
property. Ptes. Francis and George, two young reinforce
ments, joined us on the 8th after completing training with
the draft, and Pte. Radford transferred from A Coy. We
hope their stay will be a long and happy one.
Departures during the month were four stalwarts who
have returned to U.K. for a Parachute Course. They are
Cpl. Hignett, L/Cpl. Singleton, Ptes. Thompson and
Walters. We wish them success in their new enterprise.
L/Cpl. Singleton is to be congratulated on his " Mention
in Despatches."
To substantiate our claim to the InterCoy. Boxing
Shield, the following achievements are to the Coy.'s credit:
South Malaya District Individual Championships: —
Pte. Read—won.
Malaya Team Championships, 1 /R.W.K. v. 1 /Man.:
L/Cpl. Miller—won, Pte. Carr—won, Pte. Read
—won, Pte. Ralph—lost.
Malaya Individual Championships:
Pte. Read—won.
F.A.R.E.L.F. Individual Championships:
Pte. Read—won.
We heartily congratulate all concerned, with a special
cheer to Pte. Read for his outstanding performances.
The 22nd of the month brought gaiety and colour to
Trolack in the form of the Band and Drums who " Beat
Retreat" on the local football field. This ceremony was
well attended by the local populace, who apparently enjoyed
the proceedings. This was followed by the Band playing
a few favourites at a small garden party held for our many
guests from the neighbouring estates.
In the cool of the evening a further Band Concert was
provided for the Coy., when a very enjoyable time was had
by all. Our thanks to the Band and Drums for a first
class show.
This month we have included notes from our various
subunits, which appear below.
COMPANY H.Q.—On the 23rd of this month, Coy.
H.Q. betook itself to that famed resort, Klang Tin Mine,
where a most enjoyable day was spent shooting, swimming,
playing football, and the proceedings rounded off with a
conjuring show and a film—" The Immortal Sergeant."
In spite of his claims the latter was not the life story of
the N.C.O. i/c. Party. ''Porpoise" Pearcc amazed us, and
himself, by crossing the swimming pool in the time of
20 seconds. It is a pity he did not cross the International
Date Line as well ! The football match had best be for
gotten quickly and quietly, due to our 60 defeat, but let
it not be said that we did not try.
Several members are getting " Boat Happy," particu
larly our married man and O.C.'s Batman, Pte. Curry.
Why he should want to go home is beyond us—he is so
rarely seen away from the delights of Kuala Lumpur
these days—but just wait for that retraining period,
however.
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We are pleased to welcome (?) back to our midst
L/Cpl. Miller and Pte. Ralph from K.K.B., where they
have been training with the Bn. boxing team, who recently
narrowly lost to the Manchester Regiment. Most of us
are wondering if the reason for some bad typing on Coy.
Detail is a halfclosed eye ?
Pte. Watson, one of our A.C.C. Cooks, will shortly be
leaving us for a Cook's Course, when he will try for his
B II. Our Regimental Cooks will be indebted to anyone
offering the most original suggestion on what the " B"
stands for.

" C " COMPANY
The Coy. were delighted by the immediate award of
the Military Cross to 2/Lt. Howlett. To those of us who
have lived and worked with him during the past year,
the award came as no surprise but as a well deserved
recognition of outstanding success. We are also very glad
to hear that Sgt. Smith has been " Mentioned in Despatches"
and offer our congratulations to him.
While the Coy. Comd. was enjoying a wellearned
leave, the Coy., under Capt. Shearburn, kept the score
board moving with three more successes.
7 Pl., who had laid an ambush on the Thursday night,
came back convinced that they'd heard bandits getting
through the wire only five yards away, but it was so dark
they were unable to see anything On investigation next
morning the noises were discovered to have been made by
a wild pig. However, it was decided to repeat the ambush
next evening with Coy. H.Q., consisting of 2/Lt. Elwell,
his Batman—Pte. Doherty, the Mortar Detachment, Pte.
Figg and Pte. Hilton. Again it was pitchdark and the
ambush only sensed, rather than saw, three vague figures.
One had evidently heard a movement, for he came to
within three yards, then fire was opened and Ah Foong
paid the penalty for his curiosity. This brought us level
on points with D Coy.
Three days later the Coy. returned to its old stamping
ground in the jungle behind Bukit Munchong, with an
Auster in support, which was to search for camps from
the air (if you wish to know how sick an Auster can make
you, ask 2/Lt. Trevett). When 2/Lt. Elwell, with 8 Pl.,
came out of the jungle into the rubber, someone was heard
approaching. After laying a quick ambush, and charging
down the slope, 8 Pl. were rewarded for their hard work
with two scalps, both most appropriately members of the
bandit 8 Pl.
So the end of our first year of ops. found C Coy.,
with a total of 17 bandits, perched precariously on top of
the list.
As these notes are written, we are bringing our stay
at Rawang to an end, prior to retraining at Penang.
Despite the " attractions " we hope to find there, we are
very sorry to be leaving the Rawang area and the many
kind friends we now have in it. Sgt. Dawson has been
leading the Bn.'s unofficial " Swingtette " at the local club
dances spurred on by the Coy. Comd., and we are hoping
for a " jazz " session in the camp before leaving.
During the past month the cricketers have again taken
the field, and already 2/Lt. Howlett has played in the
Selangor State trial. We also played the return soccer
match with " Y " Tp., 42 Commandos, which was drawn,
one all. The party afterwards, despite the threat of a three
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o'clock start next morning, was only broken up by the
combined vocal efforts of 2/Lts. Howlett and Trevett.
The Easter period was observed as Sunday routine,
and on Easter Sunday the Padre visited the Coy. for Holy
Communion.

" D " COMPANY
It is with the deepest regret that we have to announce
the death of Pte. William John Lowday whilst on operations
on the 10th April, 1952. We extend our sincere sympathies
to his parents and friends for such an untimely loss.
The chief topic of news this month is the Coy.'s light
ning move to Slim River. Coming in from an operation
near Rawang, we were greeted with leers and told to " get
packing." By the time that this was achieved the Colour
Bloke had added another two feet to his lovely pair of wings,
golden (issue 103/M). "The Caravan Coy." returned to
raw nature in just under 24 hours after the first warning.
Slim River presented a rather less morbid picture
than Ulu Bernam. Instead of a morgue and cemetery,
we had a school and a railway; the only thing that was the
same was the mud. The other difference was our distin
guished " attached," including the Colonel, the I.O., and a
maze of signallers who said they were rear links to half
adozen different brigades.
During the first few days everyone toiled and sweated
to erect tents and latrines; even hardened ulubrown backs
were blistered, while Pte. Creamer, our Regimental Cook,
had his fair skin roll off in lumps.
Operations there suffered from a lack of information.
The ulumen dared the perils of the railway to ensure that
no one had been " weightlifting "—removing odd pieces of
line. 2/Lt. Barnes had the right idea about this sort of
patrol; he just commandeered the PenangK.L. express and
dropped off when he felt like it ! It is noted that 2/Lt.
Deeley could only manage a goods train ! There proved to
be a good deal of time to play with; Capt. (Bumph)
Campbell quickly discovered this and could be found at
all hours of day either swimming or fishing in the nearby
stream. These pastimes, and football, quickly became
the leading activities at Slim. We played two matches
against B Coy., winning first 64 and then losing 52. The
condition of the ground in the latter game was terrible.
The mud took the edge from a fine game: without foot
ball boots we found it almost impossible to move ourselves
or the ball. There was a rattle and bang game with the
Gurkhas, which we won, 21. Their fighting spirit must be
gained from the weekly rum which they obtain at $1.90 for
a pintandahalf.
2/Lt. Deeley was suddenly " took bad " and rushed
to Kinrara. We are glad to see him about again and eager
for his enforced rest to finish.
And now the Coy is sorting itself out in Wardieburn
Camp, K.L. On the way down, the leading truck, contain
ing Signals' gear and items from the Officers' Mess, over
turned. Miraculously no one was seriously injured. A number
of whisky bottles were smashed; just how many were
smashed in the accident remains a mystery, but everyone
seemed surprisingly alright when they debussed.
By the time retraining has finished, the " Caravan
Coy." will have moved seven times in as many months.

SUPPORT COMPANY
A/TANK PLATOON.—These notes are being written
in our new basha at Wardieburn Camp, Kuala Lumpur.
We moved from Ulu Bernam yesterday, 17th April, where
most of us enjoyed our job as postmen. Several of the
Pl. are, however, shaky on their bicycles still.
A few of the old lads, who shortly are going back to
" Blighty," have decided to take up mountaineering. This
is due to some of their experiences in the Pl.
Sgt. Arthur is to be congratulated on his recent pro
motion, but he, too, is shortly following Sgt. Redpath and
returning home. This Pl. certainly wears out its Sgts.
quickly.
Two days before retraining commenced, having just
completed a 24hour op., the Pl. imagined it would be
able to hang its guns on the wall—needless to say, some
thing was found for us to do.
As you will read elsewhere, the firebug has again
struck the M.M.G. (dry weather) Pl. Although it was not
raining they were not on patrol, nor in their tents—they
were in the canteen, as usual.
Despite its many disguises, " Pom" still tastes the
same—perhaps we will not get quite so much during the
next two months.
MORTAR PLATOON.—This month we say farewell
to eight of the Pl., namely, Cpl. Spiller, L/Cpls. Osborne
and Viner, Ptes. Lambert, Dancer, Spicer, Lloyd and
Wilson, all bound for " Blighty" and demob. We wish
them every success in " civvy " life.
Congratulations go to Ptes. " Bernie " Holt and Ted
Lomas on their recent promotion to the exalted rank of
L/Cpl. It is rumoured that they have applied for new
and larger hats !
Whilst attached to H.Q. Coy., the Pl. was hit rather
hard for Guards, Standby Pl., and general fatigues. We
are hoping for better treatment now we are back with our
Company.
The Pl. has' been doing very well in the field of sport
and has recently defeated A, D, and H.Q. Coys, at foot
ball. This, considering some of our best players were on
detachment, was no mean feat. Sgt. Stanley Tutt even
managed to score in one game and can often be heard
asking: " Did I tell of when I scored ? "
Ptes. Holman, Holder, Harrison, O'Neil, Sayers, and
" Cobber " Riches are welcomed, the latter on demob, is
going to Australia. Pte. Sayers seems to be pretty good at

EYES RIGHT ^ci.
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fact anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Go., Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020
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drawing caricatures, but blushed when a Sgt. got hold of
his book. Pte. Holman has already made his mark by
boxing for the Bn., winning his first fight against the
Manchester Regiment.
Lastly, we would like to wish Pte. Dave Haley the best
of luck on his " para." course, and I am sure the rest of
the Coy. will join us in this.
" Miss Fire."

WHO SAYS THAT

M.M.G. PLATOON.—The Pl. has at last left the Ulu
Bernam holiday resort, much to the relief of all ranks.

HORSES

The day before leaving we had a repercussion of
K.K.B., when the Pl.'s two tents were burnt to the ground,
with the loss of all kit. The Pl. is now walking around in
new jungle green to the cries of " Get a move on the
Draft," and " What boat did you come over on ? "

ARE AFRAID OF

We are sorry to say we are losing Cpl. Dodd, Ptes.
Page, Pugh, Miles, Warner, and Lee, who are "Blighty"
bound on 2nd May. Their departure will mean half the
original Pl. gone, but we think our new boys will fit in well
and keep the Pl. the best in the Coy.
Pte. Jim Ebbs has returned to the fold, after being in
the Bn. boxing team, which got to the final of the Malayan
InterUnit Boxing Championship. Well done, Pte. Ebbs.
We are now in a place called K.L. and everyone is
looking forward to R.S.M.'s parades and early morning
P.T., etc. But we are also going to have a bit of fun.
Until the next time, we say, " Cheerio."
" The Fireflies."
ASSAULT/PIONEER PLATOON.—We submit for
your perusal a further report of our dark doings. This is
the first edition from the strange and unaccustomed depths
of Wardieburn Camp.
The Pl. now has 2/Lt. Halsall in command and Sgt.
Smith as Pl. Sgt. They have been further fortified by the
return of L/Cpls. Noakes and Freeman from their course
at Kota Tinggi. On the other hand, the departure of Ptes.
Beeching, Bowler, Coultrip, and Holland is awaited with
bated breath. Tension mounts daily as 2nd May draws
nearer.
Our tour of duty at Ulu Bernam completed, we left
the mud and bandits to the tender mercies of the 2/2
Gurkha Rifles and were brought safely to K.L. by 52 Coy.,
R.A.S.C., in pouring rian and much darkness. Our new
home consists of the inevitable basha somewhere in Wardie
burn Camp.
During the evacuation (or should it be destruction ?) of
Ulu Bernam Camp, the Pl., led by Cpl. Gordon, had a
very hectic chase after a family of rats. They (the rats)
were very game, but suffered heavy casualties, six being
killed. Cpl. Lane's large flat feet regularly qualify for
another spell of " no boots." Pte. Love gladly entered
B.M.H., Kinrara, for a fortnight with dysentery ! He is
now back.
And so, amid an atmosphere heavily laden with base
phraseology, we bid farewell until next month.
GENERAL.—The past month has been notable for
one or two upheavals. After the bad ambush at Tanjong
Malim at the end of March, not only did the Coy. act as
postmen for three days, it also changed from South
Malaya to North Malaya District and came under the
operational command of the Commando Bde. The camp

ELEPHANTS ?
P H O N E MAIDSTONE 3313

at Ulu Bernam has remained in a perpetual state'of flood,
and our relief, C Coy., 2/2 Gurkha Rifles, would have
nothing to do with it and are now building a new one.
The day before our move there was yet another fire in
the M.M.G. Pl. billets. Both their tents being razed to
the ground. As they were Standby Pl., all their arms and
ammunition were inside and exploding bullets resembled a
very fierce battle. The Coy is now at Wardieburn Camp,
having arrived in complete darkness on the night of 17th
April. Luckily, there had been a fairly large advance
party and everyone was soon fitted up with a meal and a
bed. Our arrival was, unfortunately, too late to enable
the married people to get home that night !

H.Q. COMPANY
COMPANY H.Q.—This month again is one of
changes and we take the opportunity of bidding farewell
to Capt. K. Dodson, who has commanded H.Q. Coy. and
the Sig. Pl. for the past six months. As he is now Penang
bound with the Sig. PL, we imagine that the change will
be a pleasant one.
We welcome to the fold our new O.C., Maj. A. L. A.
Bishop, and hope that his stay with us will be a
pleasant one.
The move to Wardieburn Camp, K.L. (after many
rumours), was completed and our new office site has well
and truly been initiated by a downpour of rain that
rendered us all temporarily immobile. A bleary picture
of this incident can be appreciated when we state that the
monsoon gullies all direct themselves toward H.Q. Coy.
office doorway. (A wet reception was had by all.)
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The most refreshing feeling is the relaxation of tension
at the sound of a bugle. At K.K.B. the four G's calling
the Bn. Standby Pl. together had us all keyed up to such
a pitch that one expected to be called out as soon as the
first bugle note had sounded.
The C.S.M., who hitherto has never been able to find
more than a handful of men for duties, etc., is now amazed
at the men available. The favourite parade being the camp
cleaning area parade, when so many turn up that it works
out to about one square yard per man.
Coy. personnel can be seen walking past the square
with eyes averted and downcast; obviously in apprehension
of things to come. When these things come, and how, and
what they will be when they arrive will no doubt appear
in a monotonous series of moans in our next issue.
Q.M. NOTES.—Since we last went to print, many
moons ago, many things have happened, namely, a few
more of the staff are now well on the way to " civvy
street." The other big occurrence was the move from
K.K.B. to Kuala Lumpur.
The move was carried out quite successfully and
with no serious hitch, apart from one lorry, which managed
to overturn with half the Signal Pl. on board; luckily there
were no casualties.
The last to leave K.K.B. were Capt. Sivers and two
cats—the mascots of the Q.M.'s Staff. It seems the cats
had very strong ideas about not leaving K.K.B. and kicked
up quite a row. They were, however, finally dragged out
and travelled with the Q.M. They are now at Wardieburn
and starting their reign of terror amongst the neighbouring
animals.
The R.Q.M.S. is cursing and swearing like nobody's
business, because he seems to be forever up to his neck in
mud, mud and still more mud, and added to that the fact
that he is still trying to sort out stores, and, I suppose, it
would make a saint swear. Needless to say, the R.Q.M.S.
is no saint.
Pte. Cemm, our junior office clerk, can now be
observed roaming around Wardieburn on a bicycle of
undetermined age, but it is known that the bike has been
serving the Bn. faithfully for quite a number of years.
" Sixgun Willie" Wilders, our faithful sanitary bod,
has at last found a use for the machette he is always carting
about, as in places here, there is quite a bit of jungle to be
cleared.
Pte. " It's all wrong " Couling will be leaving us on
the next boat home, and all the Pioneer Staff are breathing
sighs of relief. At last they can have a bit of peace and
quiet so that they can sleep.
DRUMS' NOTES.—To start the month we said fare
well to L/Cpl. Jolly; we wish him luck and bon voyage.
This month we have beaten two " Retreats "—one at
Tanjong Malim and the second at K.K.B.
On the 17th we moved, with many regrets, to Wardie
burn, and were promptly placed behind the R.S.M.'s office.
(Usual Drummers' luck !)
We welcome to our fold seven new Drummers, but,
as yet, we have only received Pte. Paget and Pte. " Annie "
Oakley. We will inform you next month as to the names
and progress of the other five.

4th BATTALION

O

N the 5th April the Bn. held its
Annual Reunion at Bn. H.Q.,
Tonbridge. This date was chosen
as it is a memorable date in the history
of the Bn. On the 5th April, 1940, the
Bn. sailed from Southampton to join the
B.E.F. in France, and on April 5th, 1944
began the epic stand of the Bn. at
Kohima.
This year more than ever attended this function, 160
sat down to supper at 7.30 p.m., but many joined us later
in the evening, making approximately 200 in all.
We were again honoured with the presence of Maj.
Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., the Colonel of the
Regiment, whose suggestion it was that the date should
be changed, and the day be called " Kohima Day," a
suggestion which proved most popular.
We were also delighted to have the Honorary Colonel
of the Bn., Col. W. Nash, M.B.E., T.D., with us, he having
only just arrived back in this country from New Zealand.
The Chair was taken by our Commanding Officer,
Lieut.Col. L. F. W. Jackson, and amongst the officers
present were, Col. Pardington, Lieut.Cols. Talbot, Laverty,
Eason, Warner; Majors Kelsey, Burke, Cooper, Shaw,
Williams, and many other officers of the Bn.
We were sorry to hear that Maj. J. Winstanley, M.C.,
is a patient in his own hospital, suffering from the effects
of his old wounds. We wish him a speedy recovery.
B Coy. (The Orpington Boys), under the leadership of
Maj. Coath, were again present in great strength. We are
indeed glad to see a great revival in the old C and D
Coys., thanks to the efforts of exO.R.Q.M.S. Wally Jenner
of Edenbridge and exC/Sgt. Lillicrap of D Coy.
It was most gratifying to see such a fine gathering of
the old 1914/19 1 /4th Bn., both in officers and other ranks.
To see so many of them is in itself a fine reward for the
efforts of the organisers of the Reunion, as it proves that
the whole object of the function is really taking shape,
and makes us feel that our efforts are worthwhile. Those
of the 1 /4th Bn. present were, Cols. Pardington and Nash,
Maj. A. R. Kelsey, Mr. W. Pollard, Mr. A. Minton, Mr.
W. G. Moase, Mr. A. W. Chapman, Mr. Wreatham, Mr.
H. Carman, Mr. Smith, Mr. Childs, and several others
whose names unfortunately escape me.
The Colonel of the Regiment said he was very pleased
indeed to see such a large gathering, and hoped that it
would go on growing year by year, as it was functions such
as this which did so much to uphold the name of the
Regt. and to foster the Regimental spirit.
It is with deep regret that we learnt of the recent
death of exPte. Campion, who leaves a wife and four
children. A subscription list was opened to give assistance
to the family. A total sum of £22 was subscribed, this
sum has been passed to the widow of Pte. Campion, from
whom the following letter has been received:
" Dear Sir,
Will you please thank my late husband's comrades
for their kindness and generosity. I am afraid that
words do not come very easy at the moment, for my
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family and I are still stunned by the sudden and
overwhelming shock. All I can say is, once again, a
most inadequate but very sincere thank you.
Yours sincerely,
I. CAMPION."
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the
willing helpers, without whose assistance the " show could
not go on." I refer to R.S.M. Leigh, C.S.M. Woolley,
Sgts. Passey and Smith.
We would also like to thank Mrs. Jackson for decorat
ing our tables and arranging the flowers, which were greatly
admired by the guests.

BATTALION H.Q.
The major event during the past month has been the
" 4th Bn. Reunion—Kohima Day," a report of which
follows later in the Bn. Correspondence, but one name
has been omitted by the author of that report through
modesty and self elTacement, and that name known to
all of us is Jack Breaden, who has worked tirelessly on the
Reunion, and is very largely responsible for the great
success of the evening, and the congratulations and thanks
of all of us go out to him.
We are pleased to welcome Maj. R. E. C. Cocksedge
to the Bn., and he has assumed command of A Coy.
vice Maj. C. W. L. Bird, T.D., who has recently found
that his civilian job simply does not permit him to spare
the time required for carrying out the duties of an
Infantry Coy. Commander. We are hoping, however, that
he will be reappointed to a staff appointment in 44 Div.
in the very near future, and in any case we shall not lose
touch with him, as we are hoping he will consider him
self an honorary member of our Officers' Mess and attend
our periodic parties, and of course our Officers' July Ball
on the 18th July.
We have now completed a course of some 10 weeks'
evening training in R.E. work, mainly mine laying and
breaching, and we are very much indebted to Maj. M. J. G.
Reynolds, R.E., O/C. 211 Field Sqn., R.E. (T.A.), for
organising this training, and in particular Capt. Long, R.E.
and W.O.II Lewis; and as a mark of our appreciation the
C.O. presented W.O.ll Lewis with a suitably inscribed
silver Dunhill lighter from the "4th Bn. The Queen's
Own." This gift was greatly appreciated by Mr. Lewis,
who told us quietly that it was all the more appreciated
as it was the first presentation he had received in 22 years
in the Army, and especially so because it came from a
Unit outside his own Corps.
Our Coy. Commander's RECCE, of the Standford
PTA. on 29/30 March met with limited success due to
the appalling snow storms. We were, however, just able
to see our accommodation on the Saturday, and " some
of us " made heroic, yet moribund attempts to get to the
training area on the Sunday, which only resulted in digging
numerous vehicles out of many snow drifts, whilst " some
of us," using their initiative (?), but certainly applying the
principle of " Discretion is the better part of valour,"
remained in their hotel, achieving a certain condition
which enabled them to laugh heartily at those they con
sidered to be of lower intelligence on their return from
the snowy wastes! !
We have recently carried out reconnaissances for our

Bn. Weekend at Hythe, which is due to take place on
26/27th April, but as so often happens in the Army, having
" RECCED " Moore Barracks to our moderate satisfaction
and made our plans, we were told, " Sorry boys, it's not
Moore Barracks any more, but Ross Barracks "—so off
we went again. The result was far more satisfactory, as
the latter are really in a quite habitable condition, whereas
the former " hit a special new low all of their own "—
fair enough to say, however, that they are now in the
hands of the R.E. for what the Army terms as " necessary
action." A report of our Weekend will appear in the next
issue.
Annual Camp (1731st May) is now looming up, and
we have already broken into a gentle trot making all the
numerous arrangements—we hope they work out all right.
We also hope that we don't have to break into much
more than a gentle trot, because tempers are apt to get
rather raw when the pace rises much higher.
We can
cope with a spot of " galloping," but when it becomes
nonstop " ventre a terre" it is trying for all concerned,
but we shall govern ourselves down to a slow trot and
hope for the best. That goes for the weather, too.
An event which we would like to record is the
opening of the Tonbridge Garden of Remembrance on
Sunday, the 20th April, at which our Corps of Drums and
Bugles were asked to take part in the Service.
Their
sounding of " Last Post" and " Reveille " was generally
acclaimed as quite excellent.
One other member of the
4th Bn. was also present in an official capacity, and that
was R.S.M. T. J. Leigh, who, in company with a sailor
and an airman, represented the three fighting Services.

H.Q. COMPANY
For most Units, the two or three months immediately
preceding Annual Camp are usually quite busy, and this
year has been no exception.
H.Q. Coy. has been particularly affected since the
specialists of whom it is comprised, when not carrying out
weekend training of their own, are often required to pro
vide services for the training purposes of other Coys, and
even other H.Q. Units.
That this has been possible is due to the handful of
stalwarts (many from the Signal PL), who, by their
generous sacrifice of weekends at home, have earned the
nickname, " The Old Dependables."
A training weekend held at Montreal Park was atten
ded by most of the N.C.O.s in the Coy., the subjects
concerned being laying and breaching of minefields and
the siting of a PL's defensive positions. The latter took
place in the refreshing environs of Knole Park, an interlude
which was greatly enjoyed.
The following weekend, a reconnaissance of the Stan
ford training area was brought to a premature end by falls
of snow, which made motoring very difficult and observa
tion almost impossible. It was decided that vehicles should
return independently to Tonbridge. The late arrival in
Kent of one party was assumed (perhaps charitably) to
be due to an effort by their guide to skirt the snow
clouds, and not, as was pungently suggested, the result of
a strange sense of direction.
" Clubman."
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" A " COMPANY
To begin my short epistle from Able Company 1 must
mention the Coy. L.M.G. course which was to have been
held at Shoreham on the weekend of the 29th March,
but due to the over issue of snow and wind it proved
impossible to take to the range, although it was hoped
that the weather would subside sufficiently to make firing
possible on the Sunday.
On inspection the range was
found to be completely unusable. It is now hoped that
the next range course, at Hythe, will meet with more
success.
1 would like, on behalf of the Coy., to take this oppor
tunity to welcome our new C.O., Maj. Cocksedge. who is
taking over the Coy. on the retirement of Maj. Lawder
Bird. I would also like to extend the Company's appre
ciation to Maj. LawderBird and sincerely wish him health
and prosperity for the future.
The Coy. is also happily anticipating the return of
Capt. Maynard from his venture abroad, and hope that
he will be able to attend Annual Camp with the Bn., be
cause it is foreseen that the increase in National Service men
in the Coy. strength will require additional supervision.
Having once again arrived at the other end of my
monthly menu, it only remains for me to wish everybody
the happiest of Easters, and hope the snow stays away for
the next shoot.
" Jobeca."

SUPPORT COMPANY
We go to press this month knowing that we have lost
our new P.S.I., Sgt. Neal, for several months. Unfortun
ately he was involved in a motorcycle accident a few days
ago and suffered severe injuries. We all wish him all the
very best, and hope that his recovery is rapid.
In his
place for a short time we have Sgt. Hedges, and we all
thank him very much for stepping into the breach at such
a difficult time.
Now for more encouraging news. We would all like
to congratulate Sgt. Moore on his promotion to A/C.S.M.
and Sgt. Morgan to A/C.Q.M.S.. We wish them all the
very best and at the same time, hope that they will not
be too hard on us.
We have continued with our evening training pro
grammes, calling in our members from the outlying
Companies.
This has been partially successful, but not
quite what we had hoped for, but rather like the old
proverb, we shall go on trying.
We now look forward to the Bn. Weekend at the
end of April, when we hope to get together for the last
time before Camp.
" Wash Out."
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The hardest job an independent man has today is
trying to keep the government from taking care of him.

Why
your
help
is needed . . .
You may think it is unbelievable that
there are still many cases of great hardship
among exsoldiers and their dependants that
cannot be helped by official schemes of
relief, but it is a true fact.
The Army Benevolent Fund is the
parent body of all regimental charities and
provides financial aid to those charities
which give personal attention to individual
cases in need and cases of real hardship
where it is impossible to raise life above a
hare restricted existence.
Your help is badly needed because
the calls on this Fund are increasing
considerably.
Please give all you can afford as a token
of gratitude to the men who gave so much
for you.
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Registered Under The War Charities Act, 1940.
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DEPOT

I

N reporting the departure of Maj. C. H. Keenlyside
from the Depot, it is with a feeling of great loss that
the Permanent Staff join in thanking him for all he
has done for the Depot, and for those who have been
privileged to serve under him during the past four years.
There are few, if any of us, who have not some personal
reason for gratitude to Maj. Keenlyside for the sympathetic
understanding and help which he always gave so readily.
He, and Mrs. Keenlyside, who has taken such a keen
interest in the activities of the Depot, and done so much
for the welfare of the families, take with them our affec
tion and best wishes.
We shall remember him particularly for the fine
Regimental family spirit which he has built up and main
tained at the Depot. Under Maj. Keenlyside the Depot
has been happy and efficient. We all wish him and his
family the best of luck and much happiness in Nyasaland,
and look forward to the day when they return to the Regt.
Maj. and Mrs. Moss and their family will be
joining us on their return from leave at the end of April.
We hope that their stay at the Depot will be a long and
happy one.
We were glad to see O.R.Q.M.S. " Donald " Waterman
back in the Depot the other day. He has been in the
Royal Herbert Hospital. Woolwich, with pneumonia. He
is now on leave, convalescing.
The day he came back
from hospital he was found in his usual place in the
Orderly Room getting down to the day's correspondence.
His protestations about having been away quite long
enough were to no avail, and he was eventually persuaded
to go on leave, thereby relieving the Provost .Stall" from
the duty of taking him home in irons for a well earned
and much needed rest. We hope that when he returns
he will be completely recovered and back in his old form.
T/A/Unpaid O.R.Q..VI.S. Claydon deseryes special
mention for the efficient way he shouldered his heavy res
ponsibilities during the absence of his master. He goes
on release the day after O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman returns. We
wish him good luck and a successful civilian career. We
hope he will find time to visit his friends at the Depot now
and then, and look forward to seeing him at the Reunion.
The passingout parade for the last intake was rather
a special one, since it was taken by the Colonel of the
Regiment, who presented Meritorious Service Medals to
two exmembers of the Regt.
They were exR.S.M. P.
Walker and C.S.M. C. J. Stringer. Mr. Walker, who is
70, enlisted in January 1897 and served at the Depot, in
Malta and Ireland with the 1st Bn.. and in India with the
2nd Bn., where he served until 1919. Discharged in 1921
with the rank of R.S.M., he was mentioned in despatches
four times.

Mr. Stringer enlisted in December, 1895, and served
with the 1st Bn. in India, Burma and Ireland and with
the 2nd Bn. in Ireland, Egypt, South Africa, Ceylon, Hong
Kong, Singapore and India.
While in the Far East he
was awarded a Singapore F.A. Cup Winners' Medal with
the 2nd Bn. in 1908. He was discharged in 1919 as a
C.S.M.
Gen. Oliver also presented the Medal for Long
Service and Good Conduct to Cpl. J. Daniels, Pte. E.
Davis and Pte. E. Jones, all members of the Depot Staff.
Medals were also presented to those members of the intake
who received the highest marks for weapon training during
the course. They were:— Rifle: Pte. Simmons and Pte.
Lacey (silver medals): Pte. Allen and Pte. Mann (bronze
medals).
L.M.G.: Ptes. Brander and Tadman (silver
medals); Ptes. Allen and Haigh (bronze medals).
Gen. Oliver told the parade that their drill was good,
bearing good, and turnout excellent. He said how pleased
he was to see so many of their families and friends watch
ing the parade.
The Parade also marked the farewell appearance of
Maj.Keenlyside as Depot Commander.
The new intake is the largest so far and consists of
74 N.S. men and 15 Regulars. It has in fact been found
necessary to form a new Pl., and Sgt. Manson has been
appointed No. 3 Pl. Comdr. We wonder if this will break
the long run of successes that No. 2 Pl. have had in
winning the InterPl. Silver Shield. We extend a hearty
welcome to these new recruits to the Regt. To the Depot
we also welcome L/Cpl. Martin, M.M., and Pte. Pannel,
D.C.M. The former has been posted as an instructor to
No. 3 Pl., and the latter back to his old job in the Sgts.'
Mess. We are very glad to have them with us.
TAILPIECE
A young National Service Subaltern who shall remain
nameless, wrote to the Adjutant asking for an extension of
leave; with his application he enclosed an invitation to
a bottle party.
We are not surprised to learn that he
intends making his career in the Diplomatic Corps.
SPORTS RESULTS.
SOCCER—
27th Feb., 1952—v. H.C.B.D., lost 1—4.
1st March, 1952—v. Springfield Mills, won 7—2.
6th March, 1952—v. Kent County Constabulary, won 4—2.
15th March, 1952—v. Y.M.C.A., Maidstone, won 4—3.
26th March, 1952—v. Kent Fire Service, draw 3—3.
19th April, 1952—v. Y.M.C.A., Maidstone, won 6—2.
The football team were sorry to lose Ptes. Lewis,
Harris and Richards, who had been reliable members
throughout the season. They are now demobbed. L/Cpl.
Weller has been sprinting around the soccer field, and we
appreciated his efforts as a referee.
The Recruits beat the Depot soccer team 4—3. Wc
are assured by the Depot team that this was because their
ace goal keeper, the M.O., was away.
HOCKEY—
19th March, 1952—v. Y.M.C.A., Maidstone, won 4—3.
26th March, 1952—v. H.C'.B.D., lost 1—7.
We have been unfortunate lately in losing 2/Lt. Curry,
who has been demobbed. Also Sgt. Pratt, who injured his
leg at the rough pastime of indoor hockey. The Hockey
Officer, Lt. P. R. Stock, has had a hard task assembling
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MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.,

inspecting the Passingout Parade of the second Intake
for 1952.
Right: Presenting Meritorious Service Medals to Messrs.
Stringer and Walker. Long Service and Good Conduct
Medals were presented to Cpl. Daniels, and Ptes. Davis
and Jones at the same time.
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eleven players, but we always manage to collect a team
together. Our last match this season, played on the 19th
April against Y.M.C.A., Maidstone, we won 6—2.
BOXING—
The second novices boxing competition was held on
26th March in the New Gym. The evening was undoubt
edly a success, and much enthusiastic scrapping took place.
Although some of the bouts ended abruptly in the first
round, many went the full three. Our thanks go out to
all those who officiated and helped to make the evening
a success.

r

SERGEANTS' MESS

HE most important topic at the opening of the month
was the conversion of shadow rank to substantive
rank with effect from "All Fools' Day." However,
with the posting of Part II Orders on the notice boards
several members were greatly relieved to find they had not
dropped several steps in rank as had been forecast by
some newspapers. We tender our congratulations to our
P.T. Instructor (Sgt.Instr. Robertson, A.P.T.C.) on his pro
motion to Acting StaffSergeant and also on obtaining his
2nd Class Certificate of Education. (Shades of Ivanhoe.)
We are all pleased to see McCartney (the O.R.Q.M.S.)
around again following his short spell in hospital and 14
days' leave. He certainly looks and feels better for the
rest. He was rather concerned regarding the preparation
of his patch in rear of the Mess, which he was unable to
touch for six important weeks. He was soon put at case
on his return, to find that Charlie Kent wanted something
to do to fill in his time whilst caterer; he decided to have
a clear up, for which many thanks. He certainly has made
a good job of it and all that it needs now is the skill of
the expert to produce something worth while from it.
In the not so distant future there will be many changes
in our Mess members, for the following have put down for
final interviews prior to leaving the Service, most of them
to pension. Sgt. (Bolo) Manson. Charlie Kent, Fred.
Saywell and C/Sgt. (Dusty) Miller (Queen's), who has been
with us some six months now. Sgt. Lock was posted to
the Brigade Depot at the end of the month; we hope he
enjoyed his short stay. Among our visitors during the
month we were pleased to see the " Medical Man
Unattached" (Sgt.Major Bob Baker, R.A.M.C.), who
popped in to see us prior to his departure for West Africa.
We all wish him the very best of luck and that the 18
months will pass quickly. Don't forget, Bob, drop us a
line now and again.
Our new C.O., Major R. E. Moss, has now returned
from leave and is busy setting up his new home. Early in
May, Major C. H. Keenlyside will be departing to East
Africa and we take this opportunity of wishing him bon
voyage and the best of luck. He will be a great loss to
our Regimental cricket team.
The Mess was receiving a real springclean towards
the end of the month in preparation for the visit of H.R.H.
The Duchess of Kent, the ColonelinChief, to Maidstone
on 4th May, 1952.
Sgts. Quinn, Redpath, and Brown arrived from Malaya
at the end of the month. We welcome them and hope
they enjoy their leave. C/Sgt. Ingleby is due to join early
jn May.
" McCartney."
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HE Annual General Meeting of the Association was
held on the 27th March last at " The Crown and
Sugar Loaf," E.C.4. Capt A. V. D. Morley, M.C.,
was in the Chair, and he was supported by the President
Maj. A. J. Jimenez, M.C.
The annual Report of the Committee and extracts
from the Annual Accounts had already been circulated,
and the Chairman formally presented these to the meeting.
He referred to the hard work of the Committee and the
Officers of the Association, which had resulted in another
successful year. It was unfortunate that during his year
of office, it was necessary to cancel the Social Dance,
owing to the death of H.M. The King, but everyone would
understand that we could not do otherwise. The Chairman
told the members that on Remembrance Sunday last,
wreaths were laid on the graves of Lieut.Col. A. F. Towns
hend and Lieut.Col. A. C. Corfe, D.S.O., at Heilly
Cemetery on the Somme and Brookwood Cemetery,
Surrey, respectively, and that the Association was indebted
to the British Legion for supplying and laying the wreaths
on our behalf.
It is the custom in the Association for the Chair
man and ViceChairman not to seek reelection, and after
the President had thanked Capt. Morley and those
associated with him during the past year, the election of
the Officers and Committee took place.
The President and VicePresidents were reelected
unanimously, and Capt. Morley was added to the list of
the latter for his services during the year.
Mr. A. E. Grant was elected Chairman for the forth
coming year. He is an original member of the Bn. at
Catford, and a founder member of the Association. Mr.
Grant was commissioned to the Buffs, Royal East Kent
Regt., and was severely wounded and taken prisoner in
1917.
Capt. C. B. Smith was elected ViceChairman, and
again we have an original member of the Bn. to support
the Chairman.
Capt. Smith was commissioned to the
11th Bn. at Catford in J915 and was wounded at "Plug
Street" in 1916.
In spite of the fact that thirtyseven years have
elapsed since the Bn. was formed by the Mayor of
Lewisham, the Association is strong and healthy.
Our thanks are due to several generous members who
have helped to keep the Association in funds during these
very difficult and expensive times.
Appreciation was expressed to Mr. W. Toomer, M.M.,
the Association's Standard Bearer, who attends not only
Regimental and Association functions, but many British
Legion parades during the year. He was congratulated
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on his appointment as Chairman of the Sydenham Branch
of the Legion.
The undermentioned were elected to fill the various
positions in the Association during the year: —
President: Maj. A. J. Jimenez, M.C.
VicePresidents: Maj. J. C. Beadle, M.C.; Col. D. J. Dean,
V.C., T.D.. J.P.; Lieut.Col. F. J. Spranger, O.B.E.,
M.A.; Capts. C. F. Hall, T. Rooney, M.C.,
R. Maltby, M.C., R. C. M. Jenkins, Esq., L. G.
Eves, Esq.. The Mayor of Lewisham, Capt.
A. V. D. Morley, M.C., L. W. Dawson.
Chairman: A. E. Grant, Esq.
ViceChairman: Capt. C. B. Smith.
Committee: Messrs. A. W. Bull, B. Bergl, G. Branson,
W. T. Riggall, J. Woodhall.
Hon. Treasurer: Capt. R. O. Russell, M.C.
Hon. Secretary: L. W. Dawson
Hon. Asst. Secretary: S. H. Lewis.
Hon. Auditors: Capt. H. J. Hayward, M.C. and G. A.
Stark, Esq.
L.W.D.

EX "B" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION

A

S we have nothing very much to report this month,
the Editor's enjoinder to keep within 750 words
doesn't bother us a bit.
We are all now awaiting with keen anticipation the
results of our Stag Party on May the 3rd, and our second
bash at a Reunion Dance on the 10th, both of which
will be well in the news next time.
Our meeting on the first Saturday in April followed
very much the pattern of our last two or three meetings,
sober, moderately silent, and to a large extent concen
trated on the darts board.
We did, however, have our nearest approach so far
to an " election of officers." Amid a stony silence (pre
ceded by the usual vociferousness of our " shouters down ")
our Hon. Secretary called for volunteers to form a new
Committee, the old one having got a bit stale and in
one of Uncle Johnnie's " ruts."
After a while certain
bods were detailed, and after a little persuasion other
bods volunteered to form this Committee. As this is not
a set affair with us, we shan't mention any names, but
at our first Committee meeting we did discuss quite a lot
of stuff, most of it too confidential to commit to writing!
(Especially the one about the gold and silver piano!)
However, to revert to our April meeting, during the
evening (there were 23 of us there) each of us surrepti
tiously tried the handle of the door to the other room,
and each in turn found it thoroughly bolted and barred.
Most of us knew why, of course, but somehow nobody
wanted to discuss the matter, until late in the evening, when
arranging for our Stag Party, mention was made of 10/
consideration to use the piano, to help pay for the cotton
wool. This let the cat out of the bag rather, and pro
vided the subject for quite lively discussion for the
next half hour or so.
Nothing of moment occurred after that, and we
departed our several ways satisfied with another evening
well spent.
And that, methinks, must do for that this time.
Bangers!
" Nightingale."

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH
T^ HE fourth of the series of darts matches with the
| Catford Wanderers Sports Club was held on
*
Friday, 18th April, 1952 at the "Prince of Wales,"
Perry Rise. Forest Hill, S.E.23, and resulted in a clear win
for the Branch by three games to nil., and made a two
matches ail situation to date, which means that a "decider"
must be played, and arrangements are in hand to that
effect and will be announced in this journal as soon as
completed.
The result of the match does not indicate the keenness
of the play, for every point was contested with great zest
by both sides, which made the games most interesting to
play and watch, for level scoring, with brilliant individual
efforts, kept every one on their toes.
The first game won by the Branch, on the double 4
against the 30 needed by the Wanderers gives fair evidence.
The winning points were scored by the ever popular
Len Clarke, to his and his colleagues' great satisfaction.
(More anon.)
lt seemed that the second game was going to result
in a runaway victory for the visitors, for at one point they
led by over 250 points, and so the hopes of the home team
were very low. but good fortune came to the Branch when
the Wanderers came " unstuck " on the " double 1 " which
gave the Home team the opportunity of catching up and
scoring the winning point, again on the double 4.
Now the last lap, and all well " keyed up," and after
very level play the Branch again proved the victors when
Len Clarke again distinguished himself by planting a suc
cessful dart in the double 20 when the Wanderers needed
19 to win.
The evening's sport was thoroughly enjoyed by all
those present, for friendly rivalry and good fellowship was
very evident throughout, and the Branch look forward with
great pleasure to our next evening together at Southend
Lane.
In passing, the Branch wishes the Club a very success
ful season in its various spheres of sport during the Summer,
although not being privileged to be members, we follow
the Wanderers' progress with much interest.
The Monthly Meeting was held on Thursday, 10th
April, 1952, and most of the proceedings were of arrange
ments for future events, which have already been described
in the Gazette.
All members expressed gratitude to the Past and
present Association for its offer to help the Branch in its
efforts to secure its Standard.
But by a unanimous
decision the Branch will by its own efforts buy its Stan
dard, even though it means that the Branch will be with
out one for the Reunion in July.
As the writer was unable to make the trip to the
Wainscott Workers' Institute near Rochester on Saturday,
12th April, 1952, a full report cannot be given, but it
is understood that a very enjoyable evening resulted, and
a return visit by the Institute is mooted.
Wishing all members and Branches the very best of
luck.
During the last two weekends I made it my business
to visit our Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Joe Saunders, who is a
patient in the Belmont Hospital, Sutton, Surrey, but on
the three occasions 1 called, he was away on weekend
leaves.
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W h e n you buy ' A S P R O ' you g e t a M O D E R N medicine t h a t gives
you maximum quick action w i t h N O harmful aftereffects. ' A S P R O '
hits rapidly h o m e a t colds, dispels feverishness, relieves pain and
s o o t h e s t h e nerves.
' A S P R O ' is m a d e f o r RESULTS—it gives
N a t u r e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y i t n e e d s t o p u t you right w i t h o u t loss of
t i m e . Always k e e p —
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NOTED
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FARMER & BROWN ALES

Agents for—

BARCLAY' S L A G E R
ASHFORD VALLEY CYDERS
MEDWAY MINERAL WATERS
Wines & Spirits of the choicest brand
Price List on application. All goods delivered.
'Phone Maidstone 3090

22, WEEK STREET,
MAIDSTONE

Civil and Military Tailors
and Outfitters
97 New Bond Street, London, W.l
Telephone: Grosvonor 5016-7-8

Special Export Facilities
Our Representative will wait upon you where and
when you so desire, and at our premises every
courtesy and attention is assured to both old and
new customers
Emergency Service: Tailormade Uniforms to
individual measurements within 48 hours
Branches at

CAMBERLEY, ALDERSHOT, SALISBURY
CATTERICK
Appointed Tailors to over fifty Regiments and Corps
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His letter to me during that period, and from informa
tion received from the very obliging ward orderlies, suggests
that he is making very good progress, and that he may
soon be discharged. Hurry along, Joe, we all are waiting
to give you a good welcome home.
" Ravensbourne."

CHATHAM BRANCH

O

'lR usual monthly meeting was held at the Drill
Hall on the 7th April, and the Chairman, Mr. C. J.
Williams, opened the meeting at 8 p.m. There was
a good attendance of members, which included Maj.
R. W. Brothers, Maj. H. M. Smith, M.B.E., Capt. Wilkins,
M.B.E., Alf Tapp, M.C., and George Anchors, Hon. Sec.
Joe Wright was unanimously elected treasurer, as G. Lyons
had to resign as he had moved to London, where he
intends to rejoin the Branch there.
The usual Summer
outing will take place on Sunday, 17th August, by coach
to Broadstairs.
Joe Wright read several letters he had
received, which included a challenge from Maidstone to
a shooting match, and entries were called for. Gravesend
invited exmembers of the 7th Bn. to a dinner to be held
on the 3rd May. Joe said he hoped that like last year,
there would be a social evening and " Get together " at the
Depot in October. I attended last year, and can assure
old comrades and ladies that last year was a great success.
Personal reminiscence: It was on the 29th May, 1900,
that the 2nd Bn. took part in the action at Biddlesburgh,
South Africa, when by some means the veldt caught fire
and some of the wounded perished. Our C.O. received a
despatch from Maj.Gen. Campbell (16th Brigade) stating:
"That the bravery and discipline of the 2nd Royal West
Kents was beyond praise." A despatch was also received
from Col. Lloyd, commanding 2nd Bn. Grenadier Guards,
which stated that they would always remember the support
given to them by the Royal West Kents. We were in the
17th Bde. (Maj.Gen. Boyes), but were lent to 16th Bde.
to take part in the action. Now is the time to remember
the Annual Reunion in July, and old comrades can now
make their preparations to attend what can be called a
Bumper Reunion.
A social evening was held by the Branch on Saturday,
5th April, at the Marlborough Head, Frindsbury Road.
Ladies were present from Maidstone and Chatham. Games
and competitions in crib, darts and dominoes took place.
Light refreshments were served, and Bert Ferguson of
Gillingham, at the piano, supplied some stirring military
music, which also included "The Hundred Pipers."
Some of the Chatham members present were: Maj.
H. M. Smith, M.B.E., Capt. Wilkins, M.B.E., Alf Tapp,
M.C., George Anchors, and also your old codger. Some
of those present from Maidstone were: Fred Hills, H.
Farrington, W. Hastie and also Hookey Walker (a
Victorian), who on the preceding Wednesday had been
presented with the Meritorious Service Medal.
Men's
darts at sixaside was won by Maidstone (2—1). Ladies'
darts at fouraside was won by Chatham (2—1). Joe
Wright says we regret that Maidstone were not up to
strength in attendance, but those who did attend received
a lesson in dominoes, and a little more practice was given
to them in the noble art of crib.
The ladies attending
Showed great skill in darts, especially the backfiring squad.

Of course the usual old soldier yarns were one of the
features of the evening. Old soldiers never die, they only
fade away.
W. Williams.

LONDON BRANCH

L

ET me commence by regretting my error in respect of
the numbers attending the Maidstone P. & P. Dinner
and Dance, mentioned in my last notes. Whilst at
our meeting only those previously mentioned stated their
intention of going, but, after being " got at " by our usual
enthusiast, Len Remfrey, many others decided to go, and
despite a late arrival—grace had been said and the dinner
commenced—were warmly welcomed by all present with
a hearty handclap.
The following members and wives attended, and from
reports, all had an excellent time, the dance especially
being enjoyed.
Messrs. Elson, Remfrey, Tickner and
wives, Messrs. Thomas, Ford, Cole, Johnson, Clarke, Wilks,
Miller, McMurckie. Miss Tickner and a friend of H. Clarke
whose name was not given.
Despite the rush to get to
Maidstone, all felt it very much worth while.
At our last meeting, held on the 28th March, it was
decided to try and give members a printed copy of a list
of members which would give addresses, and if possible,
Bn. with which served, so that when meeting exmembers
of the Regt. one could produce the roll and be able to
let interested persons see whom they would be likely to
meet. This suggestion met with wholehearted approval,
and may bring along more members to the Branch.
We were well attended as usual, and with Brig. A.
Riddell and Maj. A. S. Bredon on parade, were pleased
to welcome Mr. Silk, an ex2nd Bn. man about whom I
had heard a great deal through the columns of the
" Buster " before the war. We had a chat about the merits
of our respective sports teams over a jug of ale, and I
trust we shall see Mr. Silk many more times in the future.
Dick Blackham was in good form, as was Alf Beauchamp,
who was again amongst us, and he and Johno found quite
a lot to talk about.
Our usual stalwarts were present, Len Remfrey and
Harry Elson giving us quite a lot of "gen" on the Maid
stone trip. It was pleasant to see Scotty again amongst
the locals, and he has now fallen into quite a nice job,
although very hard going.
My friend O'Leary duly
brought along his picture, taken in blue patrol uniform
too, but I am afraid I still did not recall him to mind.
He too was in good form and thoroughly enjoyed the
evening.
We must now look forward to the Reunion in July,
and hope for good weather. The news that the Bn. will
be abroad only for three or four years is grand, and we
shall look for a great day when they come marching back
into Kent. L noted with interest that the son of Maj.
C. E. Neve will be going into the Regt. His uncle, Col.
G. F. Neve, R.A.S.C., was D.D.S.T. of the Command in
which I served. He was very like his brother in stature
and features, and knew many of our officers. He has now
retired and lives near Tunbridge Wells— I believe, Goud
hurst. I was lucky to have served with two D.D.s S.T.,
who both knew The Queen's Own very well indeed. The
other was Col. John Middleton, now running the famous
R.A.S.C. Officers' Mess at Buller Barracks, Aldershot,
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We must try and fit in our day match with Maidstone
before our next meeting, so I hope by the time this appears
in print we shall have a day's outing fixed with the Maid
stone Branch, and all details arranged. No doubt Majors
Keenlyside or Moss will help us to arrange this fixture,
which would bring a few old comrades together, whether
cricket was played—or rained off! !
This would, we hope, be a curtainraiser to our Dance
on September 13th. We have already been promised the
attendance of the Colonel of the Regiment, Gen. W. P.
Oliver, Col. W. V. Palmer and Lt.Col. A. A. Eason, so
we have the look of a bumper attendance, as Maidstone
have promised to come in force.
We were pleased to hear from Len Remfrey that Alf
Waterman is making good progress in hospital from his
illness, and wish him a speedy recovery and convalescence.
Mr. Toms recently handed in a copy of a message
from Gen. Sir G. SmithDorrien for presentation to the
Regimental Museum, and I have been informed that Maj.
Love has accepted Mr. Toms' gift, which will now find a
place in the War Bay 19001945. Any more items which
members feel might be of interest to Maj. Love need only
mention this at our Branch meetings; either Len Remfrey
or Bill Cole will do the remainder, and you will be in
formed whether the item is acceptable or not, so delve
into your treasures you old soldiers!
" The Spider."

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

W

E are all pleased that our Hon. Secretary (Alf
Waterman) has recovered from his recent illness
and able to have short leave before returning to
duty. Our thanks are extended to R.S.M. A. J. Hayley,
who so ably and willingly filled the post during " Alfy's "
absence.
All have been very complimentary on our Annual
Dinner and letters have been received from the President
(MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver), the Chairman, Hon. Secre
tary and Treasurer of the Past and Present Association, all
of whom agreed it was a splendid show. Of course, Maid
stone Branch are indebted to O.C., Regimental Depot, for
kindly allowing us to hold the function in the Barracks.
This year was an experiment and R.S.M. Hayley really
made an excellent show and it would appear that in future
we hope to be able to have our function in the Barracks.
Mention must also be made of the excellent report of the
proceedings produced by one of our members' wives;
many thanks.
Several members of the Branch took part in the Maid
stone Joint Council of ExService Associations' Games
Evenings on 16th April, against the ExServices' Club, and
again on the 30th April, when a selected team from the
former, called " The Rest," were matched against the
Maidstone Branch, Royal Naval Association, who were
the winners of the Indoor Games Tournament for 1951
1952. The Royal Navy proved they were champions by
beating " The Rest" by five games to four, and we extend
our congratulations to our Royal Naval comrades on
winning the competition. On this same evening trophies
were presented to winning teams. The R.N. Association
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the Games Shield and the R.A.M.C. Association (Maidstone
Branch) the Small Bore Challenge Cup. Our team were
runneisup in the shooting and we congratulate Jim Wells
on only just missing the Individual Champion Shot by .3.
Our next serious business in games and sports is cricket
and tennis.
This year we hope to get in four cricket matches—
two versus the Regimental Depot and two versus the Royal
Naval Association. In addition, we hope to produce the
bulk of a team that is to play an allday match on Whit
Monday at Linton Hospital. This wijl be followed in the
evening by a social. Members of the Branch and their
wives are cordially invited to come along and support the
team from after lunch and to stay for the fun in the evening.
On the 15th one of our members was admitted to the
Royal Hospital, Chelsea—Mr. Vidler, a widower. We all
hope he has now settled down to soldiering again and likes
his new life. We also welcome, as a new member of our
Branch, the Past and Present Standard Bearer Champion,
Mr. R. A. Spice, ex10th Bn., who won the competition last
year. It is quite all right, we are not likely to ask him to
take over our Standard as we have full confidence in our
own man and are looking forward to winning the competi
tion this year.
Once again the Maidstone Branch will provide the
usual amusements for the children and races, etc., during
the Annual Reunion on 20th July. It is noted that a shoot
ing team of four from each Branch will compete on the
range this year. For those who tried their skill last year,
let me put them at ease by letting you know now that new
rifles have been received and the average scores obtained
are far above those for last season. Our Branch team
individual average during the past season has been 77.0.
Even if you have not got facilities for practice it is hoped
that each Branch of the Association will enter a team.
.22 bore Service rifles are used and each team will use the
same rifles.
It was decided at our meeting held in April that we
should not be having an outing this summer, but plans are
being made for a day in London on Saturday, 13th Septem
ber, 1952, rounding off with the London Branch at their
Annual Social at The Bridge House Hotel, London Bridge.
So if you want to come along, start putting the shillings
away now.
Hearty congratulations were conveyed to Mr. Charlie
Stringer on his recent award of the Meritorious Service
Medal. " Well done the 97th ! " A vote of thanks was also
made to Mr. Kingsmill, who kindly gave a rabbit for the
raffle on our Annual Dinner night.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS—DATES TO NOTE
20th June: Monthly Meeting at Sgts'. Mess, the
Barracks, 7.45 p.m.
Cricket Fixtures—
2nd June (WhitMonday) v. Linton Hospital Staff,
at Linton; commence 11.30 a.m.
22nd June (Sun.) v. Royal Naval Association*
13th July (Sun.) v. The Regimental Depot.*
17th August (Sun.) v. Royal Naval Association.*
7th September (Sun.) v. The Regimental Depot.*
(Regimental Anniversary Weekend).
* At the Regimental Depot; commence 2.30 p.m.
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WILL TAKE PLACE ON

Sunday, July 20th, 1952
AT

The Barracks, Maidstone
Church Parade





11.0 a.m.

Service of Remembrance at All Saints' Church
Maidstone


11.30 a.m.
Laying of Wreaths at Regimental Cenotaph
The Regimental Band of The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regt.)
Will be present by kind permission of Major P. J. LEWIS and Officers THE BUFFS.
Conductor



Mr. T. L. SHARPE, L.R.A.M., A.R.C.IYI.

BUFFET LUNCH
LUNCH 4 9

1.30 p.m.
TEA from 3.30

Applications, together with remittance, should be forwarded to the Hon. Secretary, The Barracks
Maidstone, not later than Monday, 14th July, 1952

During the Afternoon the Band will piay.
Children's Races organised, and the Miniature Range will be open.
The

Hon. Secretary,
The Queen's Own Past & Present Association,
Regimental Headquarters,
The Barracks, Maidstone.

THE
QUEEN'S OWN

PAST <& PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

FOUNDED ®

JULY 1911

PATRON:
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS. PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OP KENT. C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT:
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN:
COLONEL W. V. PALMER
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER:
LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES:
DETAIL OP MEETINGS
Last Saturday each month at Drill Hall,
Mr. S. G. Lewis,
East Street, Bromley.
89, College Road, Bromley.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
Chatham
Mr. L. W. Davison .. Mr. J. E. Wright,
Hall. Boundary Road, Chatham.
"Royson" 43, Blaker Avenue, Rochester.
Second Friday of each month, at The
Mr. S. Knight,
Catford & Distriot .. Mr. S. J. Terry
"Prince of Wales," Perry Rise, Forest
215, Ridge Road, Sutton, Surrey.
Hill, S.E. 23.
Deptford & Distriot Mr. A. H. Fifleld .. Mr. J. W. Reed,
At " Brown Bear," High Street, Deptford,
55, Berthon Street, Deptford, S.E.8.
S.E.8. Last Saturday, each month.
Gravesend
Mr. A. Wood
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
61, Kings Drive, Gravesend.
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
Maj. R. H. Thatcher Mr. E. Godfrey, 3, Curator Hill, St. Peter First Monday of each month.
Guernsey 
Port.
Mr. H. A. Elson
Mr. W. A. Cole,
Last Friday each month, at " The Cran
London
bourn," 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
23, Hertford Street, London, W.l.
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Mr. H. Carman
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Maidstone
The Barracks, Maidstone.
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Mr. C. Culver,
Scvenoaks
2, Vine Court Rd., Sevenoaks, Kent.
LtCol. I. R. Lovell. Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Fourth Friday of each month, 7.30 p.m.,
Shorncliffe
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
" FleurdeLys," High Street, Sandgate.
Major N. S. C.
Third Friday of each month. T.A. Centre,
Mr. T. Latter Stapley,
Tonbridge &
Elmslie.
Tunbridge Wells
27, Shakespeare Road, Tonbridge.
Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
Lt.Col. G. K.
6th Battalion
Mr. C. Sayers,
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
Defrates, D.S.O., M.C.
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
Mr. E. Goodman
Mr. E. Hills,
7th Battalion
Alternately London and Gravesend annually.
4, St. Aidan's Way, Gravesend.
1st Saturday in April.
8th Battalion
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
23, Morton Gardens. Wallington, Surrey.
Mr. Stanford,
10th Battalion
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Mr. A. E. Grant
11th Battalion
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
6, Bramley Way, West Wickham.
Mr. J. Mingay
20th (London)
Mr. P. W Sales,
Meeting first
Tuesday each month, Holly
16, Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.
Hedge House, Blackheath.
BRANCH
Bromley

CHAIRMAN
Mr. J. Curry

SECRETARY

Additional Member:
Mr. M. R. Audsley, M.S.M, 54. Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are:
Life Membership: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/, Other Ranks, 1/.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2/ to Life Members.
AM communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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PREFACE T O H ISTORY
The Rootes Group Organisation today encircles the world. Its

HUMBER

products are famous in 119 countries and its plants occupy 5

HILLMAN

million square feet in Britain alone. This vast worldwide organ
isation came into being only 53 years ago in Hawkhurst.

The

SUNBEAMTALBOT

mainspring of this swift progress has been a standard of quality

COMMER

and service never surpassed — a standard held in high ideal in

KARRIER

every branch of the Rootes Organisation thruughout the world,
and not least at ROOTES MAIDSTONE, the modern successor

TILLINGSTEVENS

to the original premises.

ROOTBS
CANTERBURY

-

VULCAN

ROCHESTER

MAIDSTONE
-

WROTHAM HEATH

-

FOLKESTONE
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Street, St. James's. London, S.W.I. Whitehall 2504.

THE ©UEEN'S OWN

GAZETTE

97™
JUNE,

1952

(Earl of Ulster's)

THE REED PAPER GROUP

Wood pulp from Finland is unloaded at Aylesford Paper Mills.
This pulp is the raw material of paper.

THE REED PAPER GROUP includes:

AYLESFORD PAPER MILLS
TOVIL MILLS
THE LONDON PAPER MILLS CO. LTD.
THE MEDWAY CORRUGATED PAPER CO. LTD.
MEDWAY PAPER SACKS LTD.
BROOKGATE INDUSTRIES LTD.
THE SOUTHERN PAPER STOCK CO. Up
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THE QUEEN S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt."
The White Horse of

The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."

Kent with the motto " Invicta."

"Vimiera," " Corunna," " Almarez," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " Punniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwal," " Sobraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1019."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" Mons," " Le Cateau," " Retreat from Mons," " Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," " La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, '17," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill GO," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg," "Loos,"
" Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " FlersCourcelette,"
" Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18" "Arras, 1917 '18," " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917,"
" Oppy,"' " Pilckem," " Langemarck, 1917," " Menin Road," " Polygon Wood," " Broodseinde," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai,
1917 '18," "St Quentin," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux," " Lys," " Hazebrouck," " Kemmel," "Amiens," " Bapaume,
1018'" "Hindenburg Line," " Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal." " Courtrai," " Selle," " Sambre," "France and
Flanders. 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt,
191516,"' " Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine. 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" Sharqat," " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.

,

Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record Office—Warwick.
Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The Carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment (M.G.)
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces:
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions:
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
c/o G.P.O., Kuala Lumpur, Malaya.
4th Bn. (T.A.)
Tonbridge.
ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
O.C.. Regimental Depot, Major R. E. Moss.

" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with a
Unitof the Regiment, should address their MSS. to the SubEditor of the Battalion with which they are serving; otherwise
direct to the Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone. The Editor cannot undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite request
is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of address.
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REGIMENT

Colonel-in-Chief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: Major-General W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANT-COLONELS
Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B.. M.C.
Talbot. D. E. B.. D.S.O., M.C.
Martyn, A., O.B.E.

. '

Appointments
R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
A.A.G., War Office.
A.Q.M.G., G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.

MAJORS
Booth-Tucker, J. M. D.
Heygate, E. S., M.C.
Andrews, D. H.. M.C.
Jackson, L. F. W.
Elliott, G. G.. D.S.O.
Brooke, H. J. S., O.B.E. . .
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O., M.C.
Fawcett, G. P.
Spurr, E. C
Stoneham, B. J. S.
Keenlyside, C. H
Moss, R. E.
Fyler, A. R.
Buckle, P. C. M
Flint, A. J. M.. M.B.E. . .
Crook, P. E., O.B.E.
Read, M. R., M.C.
Butler, R.. M.B.E., M.C.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L., M.C.
Jackson, D. W.
Thomas R. C. W., O.B.E.
Bailey, J. D. B.
Archer, M. G. M.. M.C.
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H
Faulkner, D. O
Brock, J. H., T.D.
Manners, D. C. J.

(T/Lt.-Col.) Comd. E.A. Labour
Group, Nairobi.
H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
T/Lt.-Col., O.C. 3rd Nigeria Regt.
(T/Lt.-Col.) O.C. 4/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.-Col.) Comd. 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.-Col.) A.A.G., War Office.
O.C. West African Trg. Ctre., Accra.
M.S. Branch, G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
2 i/c 1/R.W.K.
Permanent President, C.M., H.C^D.
2 i/c 2 (N.Y.) Bn., K.A.R.
O.C., Depot.
(T/Lt.-Col.) A.Q.M.G., H.Q.,
Land Forces, Hong Kong.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
M.A. to C-in-C F.A.R.E.L.F.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Group Adj., H.C. Bde., Depot.
G.S. (W.) 1, War Office.
G 2, Joint Intel. Staff, W.O.
(T/Lt.-Col.) B.T.E.
G.S.O. II (Ops.), Commonwealth Div.
Melbourne, Australia.
G.S.O. 2, M.E.L.F., 17.
M.E. Centre, for Arab Studies.
Det. C.i.C's. Secretariat, B.A.O.R.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
G.S.O. 2 (Air) H.Q., Malaya.
Depot Hoidee.
Mons Offr. Cadet School.
Adjt., S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
CAPTAINS

Ambrose, W. G. R.
Waring H. B. H.
Eason, J. A.. T.D.
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth, G. U., M.B.E
Dover, V.. M.C. ..
Clarke, H. W.
White, R. K.,
Willis, C. F., T.D.
Roper, I. H.. M.C.
Monckton, D., M.C., T.D
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A. . .
Woodman, E. G., M.C., .
Hunting, K. M.
Burke, R. A.. M.C.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell. D
Macmillan, H. A.
Blum, D. E.
Franklin, A- W.
Winstanley, R. G.
Abplanaip, V. C. . .
Osborne. E. C. S.

Depot Hoidee.
(T/Major), 1/R.W.K.
G.Ill, Northern Comd.
H.Q., 27 Inf. Bde.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
G 2, British Forces, Hong Kong.
(T/Major), 1/R.W.K.
2/3(K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
1/Sierra Leone Regt., W.A.
Staff College, Camberley.
1/R.W.K.
Adjt. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt.,
T.A.
Depot Hoidee.
Depot, R.W.K.
G.S.O. II (Inf.) H.Q., B.A.O.R.
G.S.O. Ill Soumaldist.
O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
Adjt., 1/R.W.K.
Depot Hoidee.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
Eaton Hall, O.C. Sch.
Adit. 4/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
1/R.W.K.
H.Q. Inf. Bde., F.A.R.E.L.F.
LIEUTENANTS

Shearburn. S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.
Clarke, C. S.
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K. . .
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R.
Scouller, J. A.
Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P. . .
Stock, P. R.

Staff Capt., Kuala Lumpur Garr.
G.3, H.Q., Malaya.
Airborne Forces Depot.
IT/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
S.C., Soumaldist.
(T/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
(T/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Depot Hoidee.
Malayan Basic T.C.
Adjt. Depot.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.
1/R.W.K.
2nd LIEUTENANTS

Leigh, P. S.
Howlett, G. H. W„ M.C.
Craven, C. E.
Neve, R. W.

1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1IR.W.K.
Depot Hoidee.
QUARTERMASTERS

Pond, B. A., M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E., M.M.
Blake, A. G„ M.B.E.

(Maj.) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
(Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS

Appointments
(T/Lt.-Col.) D.P.M. (S.I.B.) G.H.Q.,
M.E.L.F.
P.R.S., H.Q., M.E.L.F.

Names
Thrift. K. G., O.B.E.
Allen, R. H. D., M.C.. T.D.

CAPTAINS
Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Regt.
P. & E.E. Pendine.
2/3 (K.), K.A.R., East Africa.
Adjt. Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin.
H.Q., S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
Cambridge Hospital, Aldershot.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
H.Q. Northern Command.
Ass. Camp Comdt., B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
20, Families Camp, Dover.
B.A.O.R., 4.
H.Q. Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
14 Bn. R.A.O.C.
(T./Maj.) A.S.P.T.
T/Capt., A.P.I.U. (U.K.).
Depot Hoidee.

Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S.
Russell, H. C., M.C.. D.C M.
Marsh, H. W.
De Havilland, V. . .
Miller, D. S.
Douris, I. A.
Bell, T. D
Desmond, M. F.
Mugford, N. D.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Brooks-Harrington, E. W.
Mannering, L. A.
Huckle, G. S.
Gibbons, A.
Mott, D. H., M.M.
Jones, F. J.
Duffield, G.
Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, A. P.
McDowell, P. B.
Ellwood, K. S.
Allberry, R. F.
Beaumont, S. H.
Dinsdale, J. W.
Woolstencroft, D. H.

LIEUTENANTS
5/Malay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Wessex G.T.C.
H.Q., 2 Inf. Div.
(2/Lt.) 1/R.W.K.
Nigeria Regt., W.A.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(2/Lt.) att. East Surrey Regt.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Hoidee.
6th (TT) Bn. K.A.R.
Depot Hoidee.

Davis, B. A.
Allen, W. D.
Marshall, E. J.
Trevett, A. F.
Whitewood, V. I
Crump, E. D.
Gray, M. H.
Wood, W. R.
Elwell, H. C.
Thatcher, F. W.
Hatt, P. R.
Thatcher, F. W.

QUARTERMASTERS
Watts, A. E„ M.B.E., T.D.
Cook, E. S
Hunt, W. G.

..

Camp Commdt., H.C.D.
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
4th Bn. Malay Regt.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash, W., M.B.E., T.D.
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Jackson, L. F. W.

C.O.

MAJORS
Stocker, J. D., M.C., T.D.
Coath, T. C.
Cocksedge, R. E. C.

Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Bird, C. W. L„ T.D.
Coombes, A. H., T.D.
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.

CAPTAINS
Large, J. L.
Merchant, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.
Bobby, J.

Blum, D. E., Adjt.
Ford, A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

LIEUTENANTS
Calver-Jones, J.
Hall, P. R.
Newman, B. J.
Pennells, H. D. A.

Lovell, F. W.
McCormack, J. D.
Nash, W. M. K.
Baker, L. B. C.
2nd LIEUTENANTS
Duggan, H. R.

Clemence, M. J.

QUARTERMASTER
Blake, A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.

National Service Officers
Maclay, J. N. (Lt.).
Hatwell, A. B. (2/Lt.).
Taggart, M. (2/Lt.).
Robson, T. R. J. (2/Lt.).
Bracewell-Milnes, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Ferguson, H. A. L. (2/Lt.).
Snell, H. B. (2/Lt.).
Hawkins, H. C. A. (Lt.).

Evans, C. M. (2/Lt.).
White, D. R. (2/Lt.).
Thwaites, N. C. (2/Lt.).
Olilvie, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Coleman, J. S. (2/Lt.)
Reoch, D. C. D. (2/Lt.).
Fry, R. A. (2/Lt.).
Curry, A. J. (2/Lt.).
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^Editorial

Social and Personal

C

OLONEL PULVERMAN and Major Turner recently
paid a visit to the Company of our Allied Regiment,
The Carleton & York Regiment, serving with the
27th Canadian Infantry Brigade in B.A.O.R.
They were much impressed with all they saw, and
with the bearing, smartness and high morale of the Coy.
We are indebted to Major H. W. Mulherin, who is
commanding the Company, for presenting a Red Beret
with their Regimental Badge to the Museum.
We are looking forward to seeing some of their
officers at our Regimental functions this year.
iiiiiiiiiiiiigiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiBiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiriiniiiaiiiniiiiiisiuiiiuniBiiaiia
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REUNION—Sunday, 20th July, 1952
Have you ordered your

BUFFET LUNCH TICKET?
(Full details will be found on page 138).
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiini
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V

ISITORS to the Depot this month included Colonel
F. W. B. Parry (Home Counties Brigade Colonel);
Lt. D. Woolstencroft; 2/Lt. R. J. B. Chapman;
2/Lt. R. N. Young; 2/Lt. D. W. Manning; 2/Lt. A. G.
Jackson; Capt. W. G. R. Ambrose and Colonel E. S. Kerr.
Colonel Parry's visit was in connection with the
passingout parade of recruits.
Lt. Woolstencroft reported on arrival from Malaya.
2/Lts. Chapman, Young, Manning and Jackson re
ported on first appointment.
Capt. Ambrose (has just returned from E.R.E., in
Nairobi, and Colonel Kerr's visit was in the nature of an
enquiry.
it

The July Ball will be held at the Tudor House,
Bearsted, on Friday, 18th July, 1952, at 9.30 p.m.
Any serving or ex officer of the Regiment wishing
to attend should apply to the P.M.C., Officers' Mess, Bank
Street, Tonbridge, stating number of tickets required.
S:

=S

The Standard of the 11th Battalion, carried by Mr.
W. Toomber, M.M., was present at the parade of the
South African Veterans, and at the Service held at St. Paul's
Cathedral.
The Veterans of the Regiment who were
present congratulated Mr. Toomber on representing The
Queen's Own on this occasion.
#

«

a

All serving officers are requested to keep the Editor
informed of their present employment in order to assist
him in keeping the Officers' roll up to date.
it

<!

n

REGIMENTAL CHRISTMAS CARD, 1952

The subject matter of the card for 1952 is a most
attractive coloured reproduction of a picture of an officer
of the 50th Foot, circa 1850. The size of the card will
be 6}" x 5"; Regimental Crest and greetings are inside.
The cost of the card will be one shilling and twopence
(1/2) post free.
The printers require a firm order by mid July in order
to get overseas orders despatched in time. Orders for
cards, therefore, must reach us by the 15th July, 1952.
Cheques and postal orders should be made payable
to the Honorary Treasurer, "The Queen's Own Gazette,"
crossed " & Co."
An order form is enclosed for individual subscribers
to the Regimental Magazine.
is

is

it

CAR BADGES

A fresh stock has been ordered. If you have not
already ordered one, NOW is the time to do so.
The cost is 30/6, post free.
Cheques and Postal
Orders should accompany the order and be made payable
to " The Editor, The Queen's Own Gazette."

it

We olfer our heartiest congratulations to Lt.Colonel
H. N. Edwards, M.B.E., who has been elected Mayor of
the City of Westminster and has been appointed Deputy
High Steward of Westminster and a Justice of the Peace
for his period of office.
<-

4tli BATTALION JULY BALL

it

it

it

Lt.Colonel A. R. Fyler, writing from Hong Kong to
Capt. I. A. Macmillan, says "Weymouth and his wife are
out here and with Pat Elgood and Osborne, we propose
having an R.W.K. dinner on the Regimental dinner night.
Pat is planning to get married shortly. His fiancee is
trying to get a sea passage from U.K. now and will probably
arrive in July.
"Tony Martin was up here last week on a duty visit
and stayed with us. He was in good form, but has lost
weight appreciably."
is

is

Capt. L. A. Mannering writing from Ibadan, where he
is serving with the 1st Bn. Nigeria Regiment, informs us
that it is sometime since he saw anyone from the Regiment,
" although a number of officers here are from the Home
Counties Group. Our present Q.M. is Lt. Swanson, East
Surreys, who was a C.S.M. at the Training Bn. at Shorn
cliffe. He wishes to be remembered to Major Pond and
anyone at the Depot who knows him."
Capt. Mannering sends his regards to Major Love
and his old associates at the Depot. He concludes by say
ing "My family and I are all keeping fit and enjoying life,
although at times it is a trifle hot."
$

«

is

Lt.Colonel J. M. Haycraft is employed as a Retired
Officer in the organisation branch of the Infantry
Directorate in the War Office. His address is still: —
Abbots Cottage, Tilford, Farnham, Surrey
(Tel: Frensham 341).
it

:S

it

We have heard from A. J. Curry, Esq., who recently
left the Depot. He says he hopes to put in an appearance
at the 4th Bn. Ball this year, but has seen no mention of it
yet.
He sends his regards to all his old friends in the Depot
Mess.
s>

#

it

Mr. A. W. Collins, an old soldier of the Regiment who
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completed his service after the Boer War, and who has now
attained the ripe old age of four score years called in to
see us recently.
He informed us that after leaving the Army he was
employed in the Prison service which he finally left about
four years ago.
No doubt some of the old brigade will remember him.

REGIMENTAL DIARIES
Have you ordered a Regimental Diary for 1953 ?
Wallets, complete at 18/6 each; post free.
Leather bound at 4/10 each, post free.
Plexide bound at 3/11 each, post free.
Refils at 2/6 each, post free.
The Editor acknowledges with thanks, receipt of the
following Regimental Journals: —
The Dragon
The Globe and Laurel
The Tank
St. George's Gazette
The R.A.O.C. Journal
The R.A.S.C. Journal
The Royal Engineers' Journal
The Eagle
The Sprig of Shillelagh

LETTER

TO

THE

EDITOR
Homestead,
Bailiff's Cross,
St. Andrew's,
Guernsey, C.I.
25//; May, 1952.

Dear Sir,
I am writing this letter to wish all members of the
Maidstone Branch the very best of luck, as 1 am myself
a life member, Reg. No. G 34, 1st January, 1928, and my
card was signed by E. G. Free of Maidstone, and I would
like any member of A Coy., 1st Bn., that was with it from
1919 to 1935 in India, to write to me, and I am sure there
must be quite a lot in the Branch and I will be glad to
answer all letters received. Wishing the Q.O.R.W.K.s the
best of luck wherever they may be.
H. J. Smith.

FORTHCOMING
25th June

....

25th June

....

1 7th-18th July ..
18th

July

....

EVENTS

Regimental Dinner, Junior United Service Club.
At Home, Savoy Hotel.
Regimental Golf Meeting—Littlcstono.
4th Bn. July Ball, Tudor House, Bcarstcd.

19th-25th July ..

Tent, Maidstone Cricket

20th

Reunion, The Barracks, Maidstone.

July

....

Week.

REGIMENTAL CRICKET
The following matches have been arranged for this season:—
June 27th

....

Versus BUFFS — Away, Canterbury.

July 4th

Versus BUFFS — Home, Maidstone.

July 5th

Versus BAND OF BROTHERS — Home, Maidstone.

July 6th

Versus MOTE C.C. — Home, Maidstone,

July 26th Cr 27th

Versus QUEEN'S — Away, Guildford.

August

Versus OLD SUTTONIANS — Away, Sutton Valence.

14th

August 23rd

..

Versus BABES — Home, Maidstone.

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

O

UR collection of interior photographs have come
to an end. It was our intention in publishing them
to convey to our readers—who are at the moment
unable to visit us—an idea of the general layout of our
historical exhibits (and, incidentally, to encourage readers
to assist by forwarding medals and other exhibits to swell
our collection), and it is our hope that we have been able
to do this. Owing to lack of space we cannot publish this
month our final photograph of " The Freedom Cup,"
which with accompanying scroll granting the Honorary
Freedom of Maidstone was presented to the Regiment on
30th August, 1944. The inscription on the cup reads:
"PRESENTED TO THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL
WEST KENT REGIMENT ON THE OCCASION OF
ITS BEING ADMITTED TO THE HONORARY
FREEDOM OF THE BOROUGH OF MAIDSTONE,
30th AUGUST, 1944."

How well we remember this great day when the
Colonel of the Regiment, General Sir Charles Bonham
Carter, G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., received the Cup and
Scroll from the Mayor and Corporation of .Maidstone at
a public ceremony in the High Street of the County Town,
and we proudly marched back to Barracks with Bands
playing and bayonets flashing. The weather was anything
but kind to us on this auspicious occasion. " The Queen's
Own " was well and truly toasted from the Cup by all
ranks on their return to Barracks.
*

*

*

On Sunday, 4th May, 1952, our ColonelinChief, Her
Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O.,
accompanied by the Colonel of the Regiment, Major
General W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., visited the Museum.
Her Royal Highness quickly observed the expansion of
the Museum since her last visit and appeared very inter
ested and pleased with what she saw. Unfortunately, the
time at her disposal on this visit was too short, but we do
hope that Her Royal Highness will again honour us with
another visit on a not too distant date. The number of our
exhibits are too great to be absorbed in one visit.
*

*

*

. During the last month the following visited the
Museum: Lt.Col. Chaplin, Major and Mrs. S. E. Brooks,
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Andrews, Capt. Scull, Col. I. Laurie from
the War Office, Major Leigh and Capt. Stitt.
Our grateful thanks are due to the following for their
very welcome gifts: —
Lt.Gen. Sir George Cory:
1st Bn.

Miniature Side Drum

Capt. E. Williams: Badges of the 97th Foot, and
Egyptian Medal of Lt. Williams, R.W.K.
Major P. R. H. Turner: Small Union Jack which was
flown over 2nd Bn. Headquarters in the Aegean,
1943.
Major H. W. Mulherin, Carleton and York Regiment
of Canada: Beret and Badge as worn by the
Regiment.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

JOIN THE HOME GUARD!

Many of you will have heard the broadcast appeal
by Field Marshal Sir William Slim in which he explained
how necessary it was for those eligible to join.
Exmembers of the Regiment who have not already
done so are particularly requested to enrol in their local
battalion.
All the Battalions in West Kent are affiliated to The
Queen's Own, so those who enrol will, in a sense, be
rejoining their own Regiment.
There

are

battalions

in

Maidstone,

Rochester,

Chatham, Gravesend, Dartford, Sevenoaks, Tonbridge,
Tunbridge Wells, Mailing, Edenbridge, Bromley, and in
all parts of the Regimental Recruiting Area.
If you are in any doubt as to the location of your
nearest Home Guard Headquarters, apply to the Editor
who will give you all particulars.
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14th ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERVICE PARADE, 20th JULY, 1952

J

11.00 a.m.—Parade

" HE " Fall In" will be sounded. All ranks will
form up in Close Column of Bns. in line facing
south.
Officers will parade with their respective Units. The
Senior Officer will take command.
Members who have served in more than one will
decide with which Unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding the Regimental Depot will
Command the Parade.
Prior to the parade marching off the Colonel of the
Regiment will present the M.S.M. to Mr. R. Line and Mr.
E. Rogers.

11.15 a.m.—March Off
The Parade, headed by the Band, will move in
column of route, order as above. Route: Sandling Road,
Week Street, Pligh Street, Mill Street, to All Saints' Church.

11.30 a.m.—Arrival at Church
On arrival at Church, Standard Bearers, Depot, 2nd
Bn., 5th Bn., 7th Bn.; 11th Bn. and Home Guard will
enter the Church by the North entrance and will be con
ducted to their seats on that side of the Church. The
remaining Units will enter the Church by the South en
trance and will occupy seats on that side of the Church.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone, and
members of the Corporation, will be attending the Service.
Branch standard bearers will form up in pairs be
hind the font, leaving room for the Mayor's Procession
to pass, and will move up to the Altar when the Vicar
will receive the Standards and place them near the Altar.
Standards will be returned to the bearers in reverse
order on completion of the Service.
Front seats will be reserved for the Mayor of Maid
stone and party, for ladies and officers in uniform.
Ladies wishing to attend the service at All Saints'
Church, should proceed independently.

Parade Outside Church in Mill Street
After the service, members are requested to leave the
church commencing from the front pew, and return to
Mill Street by the same route as they entered.
The Band and markers will be in position in Mill
Street, and Units will form up in column of "threes" in
reverse order of march facing High Street.

March Off
Route: Mill Street, High Street, Pudding Lane,
Museum Street, and then to Brenchley Gardens.
On arrival at Brenchley Gardens the Parade will be
led by guides to form three sides of a square, facing the
Regimental Cenotaph
Units will halt and turn inwards
in " threes " and stand at ease.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone, and
members of the Corporation will be in attendance
The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will call

the Parade to " Attention." The " Last Post" will be
sounded, a two minute silence observed, followed by
" Reveille." Wreaths will then be laid on the Regimental
Cenotaph.
At the conclusion of the Service, Units will march off
led by a guide to Station Road, where the Band will be
formed up ready to return to Barracks via Sandling Road.

March Past
On arrival in Barracks the Colonel of the Regiment,
MajorGenerai W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., will take the
Salute on the Barracks Square at the near corner of the
Officers' Mess.
The Officer Commanding each Bn. will give the com
mand " Eyes Right," and he alone will salute or remove
his headdress.

Meals
A buffet lunch will be provided in the New Gymnasium
at a cost of 4/9 per head. Members are requested to notify
their requirements to their local Branch Representatives.
Tickets may also be obtained on application to: The Hon.
Secretary, Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Cash should accompany the order. No applications for
tickets will be considered after Monday, the 14th July, 1952.
TEA.—A buffet tea will be available from 3.30 p.m., in
the Old Gymnasium, at moderate prices.

15.00 p.m.—Standard Bearers' Competition
The Standard Bearers' Competition
3 p.m., on the Back Field. Points will
cleanliness of equipment and Standard
Standard Bearers, less their escort
either side of the Saluting Base.

will take place at
be allotted for the
Bearer Drill.
will form up on

Music
The Band will play on the Back Field during the
afternoon.

Amusements
SHOOTING.—There will be an InterBranch Small Bore
Rifle Competition on the 25 yards open range (in rear of
the miniature range), commencing at 3 p.m.
Branch teams to consist of four men. Ten rounds
each will be fired on the "Roberts" target, two sighters
will be allowed. Entrance fee: one shilling per team.
A silver cup will be presented to the winning team,
which it is hoped will be competed for annually.
Commencing at 3 p.m. a small bore competition will
be held in the miniature range. Prizes will be awarded for
Ladies, Gentlemen and Juveniles under 14 years.
P.T. DISPLAY.—Two P.T. displays will be given com
mencing at 3.30 p.m., one by members of the Permanent
Stall' and another by Recruits in their second week of
training.
CHILDREN'S RACES.—These will be organized during
the course of the afternoon.
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win gather
from the Coy. notes
in this issue that the
Bn. is retraining, but split up.
The reason for this is quite
simple. A freak storm blew
down a number of huts at
Wardieburn Camp before we
arrived, leaving insufficient
accommodation for the com
plete Bn.
As a result, two
companies are living the life
of the idle rich at Penang,
the band are at Coronation
Park, which is at the other
side of Kuala Lumpur, while
the remainder of the Bn. are
stationed at Wardieburn
Camp. Retraining is certainly
a change for the Bn., but
many people are complaining
that they have never worked
so hard in their lives. This is not so, however, at Penang,
as the Q.O.G. correspondent well knows.
Two Bn. players, Ptes. Fuller and French are to be
congratulated on representing the Army, Malaya, and the
former for Combined Services, Malaya, against Selangor
and Penang.
During the last month we have lost Maj. P. E. Crook
and Capt. S. R. O'R. Shearburn and 2/Lt. Halsall. Maj.
Crook has departed to the blunt end at G.H.Q., Farelf,
while Capt. Shearburn has gone to Kuala Lumpur Garri
son as Staff Capt. We wish them both the best of luck
in their new appointments, and hope to see them again
on the cricket field. 2/Lt. Halsall has moved to 18 Bde.
to take over the duties of M.T.O. The arrivals in the Bn.
include Capt. Abplanalp and two drafts. We extend our
welcome.
These comings and goings have caused a slight change
round. Maj. Waring has taken over C Coy., and Capt.
Roper is in the process of handing over his onerous duties
as Administrative Officer to Capt. Abplanalp before going
to Sp. Coy.
Recently a dog died of rabies in the camp area. A
dog shoot was organised, and the Adjutant and 10, at a
very early hour, between them shot eight dogs. We hope
that this is a good omen and that we will be as accurate
when operations starr again. On this note we close until
next month.

Battalions
:
(
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CRICKET.
A combination of various awkward happenings,
including the Tanjong Malim episode and a broken down
truck caused the Bn.'s cricket season to get off to an
unfortunate start. A depleted team driving 70 miles and
arriving somewhat late at Klang was unceremoniously
bundled out on an unusual wicket by the local club for
an inglorious 19. Maj. Crook's 10 was the only mention
able score. By lunch they had won by 7 wickets. A splendid
" curry tiffin " revived our flagging spirits, and after lunch
we held our own in a friendly match and gained some
much needed practice.
The first match the full Bn. side played in Kuala
Lumpur resulted in a convincing win over the Y.M.C.A.,
one of K.L.'s leading teams, by 4 wickets. Fielding first,
we dismissed the Y.M.C.A. for 81, Lt. Goodwin bowling
well and Maj. Crook taking 4 wickets. We passed their
score for the loss of 5 wickets, thanks to a careful and
invaluable innings of 35 by Capt. Shearburn.
On April 19th we played the Royal Engineers, who
rather fancy themselves, and include a State player. We
dismissed them for 113, which in this climate on a diffi
cult pitch, is quite a reasonable total.
Fielding in the
heat of the afternoon we maintained a consistently high
standard of ground fielding and held all our catches. Capt.
Shearburn took 5 wickets. In reply the score was being
pushed along steadily by Majors Crook and Dover to 38
for 1, when unfortunately the latter strained his back and
had to retire. This led to a minor collapse, and the score
was soon 44 for 5.
2/Lt. Smith then filled the breach,
while Maj. Crook hit out merrily and celebrated his birth
day with a forceful 50. Time was pressing and he was
caught with the score of 96, trying to get the runs in the
last five minutes. The burden of that extra year told
too much and no strength was left. Unfortunately the
remaining batsmen were not able to hit off the runs against
accurate bowling, in the time left, and we were forced to
be content with an honourable draw.
The matches against the R.A.S.C. and the Chinese
Recreation Club were both washed out by rain just as
our bowlers had put us in a winning position.
An excellent game against the Selangor Club was only
just lost by two wickets by a side somewhat depleted by
the calls of Penang.
A feature of our innings was a
most encouraging knock of 30 by Pte. Watson, one of
the last draft, who followed this up by taking 4 wickets.
Another newcomer, Pte. Spanswick, showed the makings of
a really good bowler. :
At Penang on 3rd May, a team from the first detach
ment, consisting of players from B and C Coys, and the
Signal Pl., took on the Penang Police, and although the
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latter included 3 State players, gained a satisfactory win
by 4 wickets.
On a village green wicket we dismissed
the Police for 61, thanks to some unusual bowling by
Pte. Whittington, who took 7 for 37, bowling unchanged
at one end. Sgt. Heyfron also bowled well. Maj. Dover
started off brilliantly for us, but was stumped hitting out,
with the score at 18. A quick collapse brought the score
to 20 for 4. However, Maj. Crook then took charge, and
scoring a forceful, if fortunate, 37 not out, took the score
to 62 for 6 wickets to give us victory.
With the arrival of some good young players in the
latest drafts the Bn. can look forward confidently to con
tinuing a successful season. In spite of the jeers of the
uninitiated, cricket plays an important part in life in
Malaya, and the Bn. contributes its full share.
RESULTS
versus Klang Club—Lost by 7 wickets.
1 R.W.K., 19 (Crook 10).
Klang Club, 20 for 3.
versus Y.M.C.A.—Won by 5 wickets.
Y.M.C.A., 81 (Crook 4 for 24).
1. R.W.K., 82 for 5 (Shearburn 35 not out),
versus R.E.—Drawn.
R.E., 113 (Shearburn 5 for 24).
1 R.W.K., 105 for 8 (Crook 62).
versus R.A.S.C.—Rain.
R.A.S.C., 45 for 8 (Goodwin 5 for 12).
versus Selangor Chinese Recreation Club—Rain.
S.C.R.C., 33 for 6 (Cummings 3 for 20).
versus Selangor Club.—Lost by 2 wickets.
1 R.W.K., 100 (Watson 30; Goodwin 17).
Selangor Club, 101 for 8 (Watson 4 for 32).
versus Penang Police.
Penang Police, 62 (Whittington 7 for 37).
1 R.W.K., 63 for 6 (Crook 37 not out).

" A " COMPANY
Should you visit Kuala Lumpur and take a taxi to
Wardieburn Camp at approximately 07.00 hours, you will
hear either a prodigious grunting from glistening bodies,
or ringing commands from the same bodies clad in dirty
jungle green. This phenomenon will tell you without a
doubt that A Coy. is taking a rest from jungle operations.
We left K.K.B. on the 17th April, after a final frenzied
thresh around in 'Rasa Est, and moved to Wardieburn.
Like the trained operational soldiers they are, the members
of the Coy. set about basing up.
On the following
Monday the training programme began.
This included
weapon training, range work, drill, P.T., and map reading,
while to brighten the rather forbidding routine there is
the occasional swimming period, and the afternoons are
devoted to recreational training.
Quite a few days arc
spent on the Batu Cave range, the main drawback being
that some people find the start a little too early for them.
Not too early for the Char Wallah, however, who shows
us how to shoot, while we show him how to live cheaply.
Much chagrin was felt by the Coy. when the Suffolks
coolly knocked off Long Pin, who caused us much anxiety
and a lot of sweat.
Perhaps, however, it will save us
some trouble in the future, and we congratulate them on
this skilful and successful action, on first class information.
On 2nd May, eight of our men reverted to Home

Establishment; they were Ptes. Hamlin, Burton, Glover,
Hills, Hodson, Whitcomb and Taylor—whom I last saw
rolling away under a pile of kit singing " We were waltzing
that night in Kentucky."
To help fill the gaps there are L/Cpl. Clarke and Pte.
Williams of the band, Pte. Ward of the Drums and Pte.
Crawley from B Coy.
We welcome them warmly and
hope they will enjoy life in this Coy.
Maj. Waring has taken over command of C Coy. after
a stay with the Coy. We wish him success in his command.
Although we are rather depleted in numbers, we are now
working in three platoons again. No. 1 PI. commanded
by 2/Lt. Craven, 2 Pl. commanded by 2/Lt. Smith, and
3 Pl. commanded by 2/Lt. Kitteridge. More of the Coy.
are due for release soon, and it appears likely that we
shall soon be able to muster a fairsized platoon.
If you think, however, that morale is low, you are
quite wrong. Morale is sustained by the sweet expectation
of a palatial barracks, long hours on golden sands beyond
which deep, blue, cool water invites the man whose eyes
are tired of green, but if you think that the new articles
in the colour's store are water wings, you are again wrong.

" B " COMPANY
The advent of April meant the closing stages of our
stay at Trolak, and preparations were steadily going ahead
for the handover to A Coy, 2/2nd Ghurkas and our
departure for rest and retraining on the 21st.
On the 7th a farewell party was given to the local
planters as a mark of appreciation for the assistance
accorded to us, and an excellent time was had by all. The
Commanding Officer was present for this party, and was
awarded a special tumbler, which is understood to contain
nothing except Alka Seltzer.
" Are you still blowing
bubbles, Sir?"
The C.S.M. and Cpl. Pluck paid a hurried visit to K.L.
to take part in the Visitors' Shoot at the 1st Suffolks'
Rifle Meeting with two others from H.Q. Coy. and
returned champions of the competition, and also with a
very fine silver drinking mug, which was truly christened
in the Sgts.' Mess, better known as " Carlsberg Corner."
On the 16th the Company was entertained by the
local Gully Gully " man, followed by a singsong in the
Canteen.
The morning of the 21st was one of activity never
before experienced at Trolak. It was the great day for
the move to Penang for that well earned rest, with a little
retraining to pass the time away. On arrival at Penang,
via the railway and the ferry, transport awaited to take
us to Minden Barracks, which was destined to become our
new home for the next three weeks.
Since our arrival at Penang, shooting practices have
been the main order of the day, to prepare us for the
Annual Range Courses which we expect to file during the
next few weeks.
Inter Platoon and inter Coy. football matches were
held, and in the knockout competition, 6 Pl. were the
winners. Well done, 6.
A Swimming Gala was another notable feature, which
was comfortably won by the Coy., the result being B Coy.
33 pts., C Coy. 25 pts., H.Q. Coy. 14 pts.
An Officers' v. Sgts.' Waterpolo match followed,
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solve
the problem
of beer
storage
Many Caterers have solved the difficulty of
T».

keeping beer in perfect condition by installation of
a Hallmark Refrigerated Cabinet.

The back bar fillings

designed to individual requirements, have proved to be the most
efficient and convenient method of storing both cask and bottled beer.

J. & E. HALL

LTD., DARTFORD, KENT
Tel.:

REGENT 5915.

J. B. JOHNSTONE
/IlMlttan? anb /l&uftt Uatlor

ant) Breeches ffhalier

34 SACKV1LLE ST., LONDON

GRANTS

Specially Appointed to The
Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of Her Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.
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which ended in a 1all draw.
In closing, our stay at Penang is ended and we return
to Wardieburn and Bn. H.Q. with very mixed feelings.

" C " COMPANY
On 21st April the Coy. left Rawang for Penang. It
is interesting to compare the security situation in the district
on this day with that prevailing on October 21st when we
arrived, six months previously.
On the earlier date
members of one Bandit Pl. were returning to their com
fortable base West of Kapar Bahru Estate after attacking
D Coy. in the ambush on Ulu Caledonian Estate.
A
second Bandit Pl. on the same day attacked a patrol of
1 Suffolks to the West of Rawang, and a third Bandit Pl.
were an active threat to the Kanching Pass.
On 21st April, 52 members of the first Bandit Pl. were
on the run North of the Selangor River hunting for food,
having been driven out of their bases, lost their food and
clothing dumps, and having had eight men killed by the
efforts of this Coy. alone.
The second Bandit Pl. was
stated to be in hiding South of the Rawang district, while
the third Bandit Pl., having been continually harried by
ourselves and other troops, had also left the district and
was apparently taking refuge practically in K.L. Mean
while restrictions on the use of the Kanching Pass had
been lifted and it became a one vehicle road.
In all, the Coy. accounted foi 15 bandits whilst at
Rawang, and a list of the bandit camps, foodstuff and
equipment found would fill the rest of our space.
For
the last three weeks at Rawang we tried all the tricks we
knew and worked very hard to increase the Bn.'s score
before retraining started.
But to no avail, because, as
has been shown above, during this period there were no
bandits left in Rawang District. Where they may be now
as this is written two weeks later, is another story.
The Coy.'s move to Penang started with a classic
military manoeuvre. The powers that be—in this case it
is understood they are the Malayan Railways Boiler
Makers' Union—decreed thatinstead of getting on the
train at Rawang station half a mile down the road from
the camp, we should proceed in M.T. to a station 14
doubtful or 28 safe miles from Rawang. Having got on
the train there we then reached Rawang again half an
hour later. As an example of futile waste of time, money
and petrol, and also of noncooperation it could hardly
be bettered.
Penang proved to be a pleasant place and the accom
modation at Minden Barracks excellent.
The time was
spent in drill, P.T., shooting, swimming and sport, con
centrating on our weaknesses in each. Platoon exercises
in the form of expeditions were devised, and 9 Pl. carried
out an assault landing from one of the Harbourmaster's
craft on a secluded sandy isle. Judging from the favour
able comments, even the mermaids must have been present
and correct.
Many games have been played, and although we have
had to bow to B Coy.'s temporary superiority in some
events, we do so with good grace and spirit.
8 Pl. are
to be congratulated on reaching the final of the inter Pl.
football.
The Coy. is beginning to change rapidly as releases

come along, and shortly after retraining over half of our
retrained soldiers will have left us.
Ten stalwarts
departed this month, amongst whom are Cpl. Walker and
Pte. Lindley.
Cpl. Hall departed suddenly for U.K. on
compassionate leave; we sincerely hope things will turn
out all right for him, and that we shall see him back.
As we go to press the glad tidings are announced that
the delights of Wardieburn are still a future treat in store
lor us, as the Coy. is to stay another three weeks at Penang.
So we will defer further news of Penang until next month.

" D " COMPANY
We have now been retraining for a month at Wardie
burn Camp and are looking forward with anticipation
to the sands of Penang.
No one can say it
has been a month of momentous events, and yet
a lot of work has been done, especially on the range,
where from the 300 yards firing point the Sgt.Maj., in
the butts, can be heard quietly recalling the days when he
had to shoot for his pay.
Another bit of news which
originated in the Batu Caves Area is the incredible marks
manship of the charwallah and charwallah minor, who
actually scored bulls with the GF rifle.
2/Lt. Barnes and Sgt. Philip and Cpl. Sexton have been
doing their best to initiate the new draft into the mysteries
of the jungle—chiefly, it seems to be, walking about in
the rubber just outside the camp. In their training they
were backed up by a lecture from Bowman and one from
Cpl. Healey on what a bandit really looks like.
We are sorry to say goodbye to C/Sgt. Sawyers, who
goes to H.Q. Coy., and welcome Sgt. Smith in his place.
Our congratulations to L/Cpl. Tree on getting that
well earned bit of tape, and our welcome back to 2/Lt.
Deeley who has recovered from meningitis and the
Cameron Highlands, and who is just itching to get back
to work.
Our first swimming party at the H.Q. Malaya pool
saw a version of the " death dive " by Cpls. Western and
Waller, one on the other's shoulders, who somehow
succeeded in jumping from the top board, hitting the
water with a hideous smack, and coming up none the
worse for it.
Pte. Humphreys is now to be seen riding about on an
ancient bicycle which the charwallah hires out to him
for a small sum of money each day.
It is rumoured that Capt. Campbell is buying himself
a bicycle, which he is prepared to lend to anyone who
will take over the Coy. accounts from him.
Maj. Upton is getting rather desperate these days in
getting the N.S. men to sign on as Regular soldiers, as
he has heard that quite a few of them are becoming boat
happy.
Congratulations to all those who entered in the
Garrison Sports, and especially to the following, who were
placed in the finals: —
Mile: Pte. Woodger (46), 2nd; Cpl. Arnold, 3rd.
i Mile: Pte. Adland, 3rd.
3 Miles: Cpl. Arnold, 2nd; Pte. Brown (65), 3rd.
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SIGNAL PLATOON

Our programme during the past month has been one
of drastic change from that experienced at KKB.
We
have early morning parades on five days of the week: our
quota of drill is issued on three mornings, whilst the
remaining two are reserved for that hideous early morning
torture, P.T.
During the day lectures and education
classes are run, in addition to a fair proportion of sport.

This month we said goodbye to L/Cpls. Garwood and
Wood, Ptes. Andrews, Ebdon, Goodchild and Woodward,
the first of our National Servicemen to sail homeward for
their demob.
The going away party occupied our first
weekend at Wardieburn Camp, and on Monday, April 21st,
most of the Pl. departed for a threeweek stay at Minden
Barracks, Penang, leaving behind a skeleton for the
exchange and signal office.
The R.A.S.C. were ready to welcome us. They laid
on a special accident, and before we had cleared George
town three trucks were on tow. The effects of this mis
fortune were evident for some time; Sgt. Browning still
has a bump on his head, well known idlers even showed
a preference for walking, and it is rumoured that
O'Gorman said a nightly prayer for his famed motor bike.
While on the island there were swimming, soccer,
cricket and trips to Georgetown to keep us happy, and
in between whiles I am told that we did some training.
Our efforts on the football field brought us no glory, but
in a triangular swimming match between B. Coy., C Coy.
and Detachment H.Q., Pte. Burt was second in the diving.
We congratulate him, and also Pte. Whittington, who was
selected for the Detachment cricket team.
Against
Penang Police he took 7 wickets for 37.
Mr. (formerly Cpl.) MauleFfinch visited the Barracks
and took off a small swimming party in his car. He was
later seen in the town, presumably following his police
duties in plain clothes. The Pl. always had a patrol out
in the town, again mufti and oil duty excursion.

The strength of the
our allocation from the
U.K.
They are busy,
intended to fit them to
Regulars who have left
near future.

Coy. has increased as a result of
two drafts recently arrived from
at present, on specialist training
replace our many N.S. men and
us or who will be leaving in the

Since last month we have lost 24 N.C.O.s and men
returning to U.K. for release or Python. Notable amongst
these departures has been that of S/I. Collard, A.P.T.C.
on Python. Stepping into his shoes, canvas, comes S/I.
Bawden, to whom we extend our welcome.
Two N.C.O.s from the Coy., Cpl. Meade (now on
the last lap) and I./'Cpl. Brown participated in the recording
of a radio programme to be broadcast on Radio Malaya.
The programme was in the form of a series of interviews,
at the conclusion of which each of those interviewed was
given a choice of a record.
It is understood that our
two representatives had quite enough to say for them
selves on the subjects of "The Army," and "Malaya,"
but rumoured that the R.S.M. was too shy to make a
personal appearance.

SIGNAL PLATOON
1ST BN. THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGT.
MALAYA, 1952

From left to right
Back Row: Smith F., Howse J., Whittington T., Reid B., Streeter
Centre Row: Clarke R., Medhurst J., L/Cpl. Orridge E., Steel
O'Gorman J., Bushell R., Webb G., Handman D., Priest
Front Row: Jerry E., Sharpe C., Glassock K., Sgt. Browning
L/Cpl. Smith R., Edwards C., Webb G., Patten E

R., Hind A., Colewell E., Miller L., Nower J.
K., Gates C.. L/Cpl. Gooch F., Dungate J.,
R., Smith D., Kirby J.
G., Capt. Dodson K., Cpl. Stephenson R.,
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Back at Wardieburn everybody is engaged on a
course with classification in view next month. We wish
Sgt. Leach a speedy recovery and discharge from B.M.H.
Kinrara.
Pronto Minimus.

W.O.S' AND SERGEANTS' MESS
We must first apologise for failing to submit script
for the last two issues of the Q.O.G.; we would like you
to believe that time and circumstances have deterred us.
However, now that we have arrived at Wardieburn
for retraining (and we did hear something about rest), wc
will do our best to make up for lost time and hope that
the Editor will find space for us.
April Fool's Day saw the introduction of the " Home
Counties' Brigade World Wide Seniority Roll "; we would
like to congratulate the Power behind its introduction on
that date, because many of us have not been April
Fooled to such a high degree before.
1952 will be
remembered as an outstanding year due to this event.
Now to get down to the meat of this effort. During
the last few weeks of the Bn.'s stay at KKB, a social was
neld in the Mess, and although a few members on detach
ment were unable to attend, from pictures taken at the
time, and since produced, everyone appears to have had
a pleasant evening; never have so many dickie bows
appeared at one place at any one time.
On this occasion the Mess said farewell to Topper
'Brown, who has departed to spend his last few months
in the U.K. before retiring after 25 years. It is understood
that he was actually offered a job by the " Archipelago
Brewery Company," but it appears that Messrs. Style and
Winch had prior claim on his services. Good luck, Topper.
You excelled yourself that last night, but beware of Hyde
Park Corner and their soap boxes
Others who have left the fold are S/I. "Muscles"
Collard, who must at this moment be leaning over the
side as the ship ploughs through the Red Sea, and Sgt.
Arthur, who was only a Mess member for long enough
to get just acquainted before embarking; good luck to you
both, and after your leave, when you find it difficult to
exist without LOA, well, we can find a spare bunk for
you. Wc must congratulate C.S.M. Bowles on his pro
motion, but are sorry to lose him to H.Q. Malaya, where
he is becoming R.Q.M.S., good luck Jerry, but be very
careful when embussing on the truck that takes you from
your dooi; to the office, we are told it's a very tiring
journey, on par with the Garrison Halfinch. We extend
a hearty welcome to S/I. "Muscles 2" Bawden, but we
wish him to remember that some of us are much older
than he.
The Bn. was ably represented in the Falling Plate
Competition by C.S.M. Boorer, .Sgt. Hcnden, Sgt. Fuller,
R.E.M.E., and Cpl. Pluck, B Coy.; this made it practically
a Mess team and they certainly brought us credit. Teams
from the Worcesters, the Commandos and the Suffolks
were taken in their stride, and the members of the team
secured a very nice silver Beer Mug each, and in addition,
to make it interesting, they were challenged by a further
team of The Suffolk Regt. consisting of the best shot of
the Officers, Sgts., Cpls. and Ptes. and they beat this team
also, so it would appear that we hold credit. Going back
a little while, we almost forgot to say cheerio to Sgts.

Quinn and Redpath, who departed for the U.K., to become
P.S.I.s with the 4th Bn.; be careful with your jungle stories,
you may find some opposition from some exBurma
wallahs.
Members out here note with interest that Sgt.Maj.
"The Voice" Whitlock has been included in a radio pro
gramme; we would like to know how much he paid the
" Kent Messenger " for his nomdeplume, and what rela
tionship he bears to exR.S.M. Brand.
Our congratulations to Sgts. King and Smith on their
award of Mentioned in Despatches.
Also to C/Sgt.
McCracken on the award of the G.O.C.'s Certificate of
Loyal Service.
The members of D Coy. recently holding the fort at
that well known Wild West Town of "Slim River" were
invited by Mess members of B Coy. to dinner and a social
evening at their Trolak base; this proved a good enjoy
able evening, and we are asked through these columns to
thank B Coy. members, and hope that D Coy. members
can one day return the complment.
Since our arrival for retraining at Wardieburn, some
of the younger element amongst us have found that the
call of Kuala Lumpur as opposed to the call of the jungle
to their liking, and the taxis and the local dance halls
are often graced by their presence, Mike Jennings in his
Tuxedo is a sight for sore eyes, and the number of mem
bers who admit to being members of the merchant navy
when the M.P.s arc around, leave us speechless. Moggy
Catt is still showing the way by being a member of the
Bn. cricket team, and it also appears he is i/c. hockey;
and in addition he informs us that after spending 5 hours
swatting up the regulations, that there are now 30 different
types of engagement, so any of you lads who accepted
your discharge in a moment of haste, now's your chance! !
At the time of going to press, the Bn. is present in this
station, C and Sp. Coys., who are enjoying the delights
of Penang. This is the first time since we have left Nee
Soon about 14 months ago that so many members have
been present at the same time, but owing chiefly to the
delights of Kuala Lumpur, to married members departing
for home at 16.00 hours daily, and other counter attrac
tions, we have seen little of them
The band entertained us at a Tiffin time last Sunday, and
we understand that they are coming along in a few weeks'
time, so we thank them for their efforts. Our new caterer,
the Intelligence Sgt., one King, appears to have taken
degrees in Household Science; we thought that this subject
was confined to members of the Women's Services only.
Anyway, when he took over we rechristened the Mess
the " King's Arms," but 1 believe one member at least
says it should now be the " King's Head." And so for
this month we leave you, and hope that next month we
will be able to tell you that members have shown great
promise in the Bn. rifle meeting which will shortly be
upon us.

Readers are reminded that wc can supply copies of
" The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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4 th

BATTALION

BATTALION H.Q.

I

T is regretted that " The Editor" of
this particular section of 4th Bn.
correspondence has been unable to
produce a full account of our camp, but
fllflll
time and circumstances just have not
lil
permitted it on this occasion, but a full
account will appear in next month's
Nfjr
edition, together with some of the photos
of the Bn. taken in camp.
Before " lowering this very short curtain," we would
like to say how delighted we were with the visit paid to
us by the Colonel of the Regiment—MajGen. W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., who attended our Officers' Mess
Guest Night, but were very sorry that he had to leave us
so early, and more sorry still to learn of his car trouble
on the return journey.
We were also, as always, very
pleased to welcome Col. and Mrs. Nash at our cocktail
party on the mid Saturday, and were glad to hear that
their return journey was uneventful, and that they did
not join the unhappy throng of those engaged in minor
accidents.

" A " COMPANY

The Company, considerably larger than last year, and
under our new Coy. Commander, to whom we extend our
heartiest welcome, attended camp in glorious weather this
month.
We should also like to welcome at camp, Lt. Kirkman,
Lt. Rcoch and Lt. Coleman, who have been leading our
platoons a real dash around the wide open spaces of
the P.T.A.
" Tiny " Coleman is now 4ft. 6ins. instead of 4ft. 7ins.,
and we hear tell that he has to stand on his binoculars
to reach his glass oft" the bar.
The Coy. distinguished itself on the field firing
exercise, and only lost the drill competition by one point.
We should also like to congratulate L/Cpls. Wood,
Taylor, Allsop, Goodhew, Clifford and Bertram on their
promotion. Also to all those who have become volunteers
we say, well done.
The whole Coy. seems to have enjoyed their camp,
especially Ptes. Humphries, Smith and Moore, who sud
denly found they were drivers, and have been transporting
the Coy. about the P.T.A. with a certain amount of dis
comforture to their unwilling passengers.
The Coy. went to Yarmouth on the second Sunday
of camp, and came back with the opinion that the U.S.
Army is a very fine outfit, or words to that effect . . .
The Coy. photograph has turned out extremely well,
and will no doubt fill the hearts of proud mothers with
great joy. We can only hope that it will fill a vacant
place on our walls at home, as a reminder of many happy
days spent in Norfolk.
Turning to the " backbone " of the Coy., we would
like to welcome Sgt. Hughes to our hard working staff,
another postman of course, which puts the P.O. staff in
a majority; having so many civil servants in the Coy.
makes C.S.M. Wilson feel rather like chief tea drinker.
To close, we would like to say that we hope to see
a few faces again before next camp, but until the next
time we meet let us say, "Forward yoho."
" Sgt. Kite."

" B " COMPANY
The eleventh hour has descended upon us, and life
is a mad rush to obtain those last minute deficiencies
before setting off to camp. Strange how one's dimensions
suddenly become distorted and nothing fits the way it did
even a month ago, whilst the ghost of some longsince
dead QuarterMaster must surely roam gleefully (or
malevolently) from house to house by night tampering
with equipment until some have all lefthand straps and
others all righthand.
As a preliminary the Coy. has recently been away
for two training weekends,' the most recent being the
Battalion Rifle Classification Shoot at Hythe. Here there
was a good friendly spirit of rivalry between ourselves
and D Coy., with whom we shared a range.
By dint
of much mutual encouragement of varying types we com
pleted a heavy programme at the appointed hour, each
Coy. of course claiming the credit. This column being
pretty impartial we will pass on with the comment that
we had no rain.
Shoreham range had not treated us so kindly a few
weeks earlier, however, for here " rain stopped play " for
some hours on Sunday, and generally provided us with
a wet wicket for the whole weekend—a valuable demon
stration of underwater fire power. That same Saturday
evening several members of the Coy. attended the 4th
Bn. Reunion at Tonbridge.
It gives us great pleasure to report the birth of a
71b. son (Lionel Mark) to C/Sgt. Johnson.
Doubtless
the lad, who was taken on the family strength W.E.F.,
29th April, has already had to sign in triplicate for
" rompers, recreational, woollen, pairs 2, and bottles, glass,
feeding, 1."
R.S.M. Leigh paid us his first visit recently, now that
he knows our map reference we hope that we shall see
more of him.
" Busy Bee."

" C " COMPANY
Once more we have come to the end of another annual
camp, with the usual mixture of regret and thankfulness.
This one will be marked down as one of the most successful
since the war, due largely to the fact that we were for
tunate in being able to see something like a Coy. on
the ground, which is more than can be said for previous
years.
M.
Before proceeding further, we extend our heartiest
congratulations to Mr. Duggan and Mr. Ogilvie on attain
ing their respective second " pip."
We also wish every
happiness to two members of our Coy. who were married
shortly before camp—Capt. Hayes and L/Cpl. Hurren.
We have much regretted the absence of the former from
this camp due to his illness in April, which kept him abed
for three weeks.
Further laurels to be heaped on .Sgt.
Rump, Cpls. Weller and Steward, L/Cpls. Palmer, Shrubb,
Mason, Norris and Kent following their promotions in
camp.
Our numbers this year have been greatly swelled by
the advent of twentyone National Servicemen, and no
praise is sufficient to express the way in which they have
entered into the spirit of the T.A. in every way. This
is borne out by the fact that thirteen of them have now
volunteered, and to them we extend, the hope that they
will have many enjoyable years with this Coy.

146

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

There has literally been no respite this camp, since
we have gone from one exercise to another.
At the
beginning of the first week we took part in the Brigade
exercise " startup," which, during its three days duration,
received many names but the right one.
The last day
saw C Coy. taking part in a threeCoy. attack, but no
sooner had we crossed the startline than " Incendiary
Jones" came into action and informed us that we were
under heavy shell fire and with his thunderflashes com
menced three large fires which could only he brought
under control with the help of the tanks of the North
amptonshire Yeomanry.
In spite of all the work, time was found to indulge
in some sport. A cricket match was arranged with Great
Cressingham and played at the beginning of the second
week.
Unfortunately our strongest side could not be
fielded, but our opponents were put out for 70. We regret
to record that the Coy. lost this match by 54 runs ! In
the football field we did well this year, as for the first
time since the war we not only got into the second round
by beating H.Q. Coy., but reached the final, knocking
out B Coy. In the last game we faced D Coy., who
proved a good match for us and ran out worthy winners
by two goals to one Well done D Coy., and congratula
tions on winning the Salamanca rifle competition which
brought them the Champion Company trophy.
In spite of all our hopes and the enthusiasm of the
Coy., we were not weil placed in the drill competition.
The turnout and drill were very good, but the lack of
numbers on parade, being the smallest Coy., proved to be
a drawback. Congratulations to those individuals who
formed the ceremonial guard under Sgt. Maynard and
Cpl. Palmer when the Colonel of the Regiment visited us
in the last week.
Once more we say farewell to the P.T.A. and return
homewards feeling far fitter, though perhaps more tired
than on our arrival.
We regret that we are leaving
behind C/Sgt. Osborn, Ptes. Wheeler and Smith, who are
in Colchester hospital.
To them we wish a speedy
recovery from their maladies, and hope to see them in
the Drill Hall again ere long. Before finally closing, we
sincerely hope that Maj. Coombes and Mr. Duggan will
reach Sevenoaks safely in/on their respective machines,
following certain incidents which have taken place this
camp.
" Pen Pusher " (Wrecked).

" D " COMPANY
Fine weather blessed the christening of D Coy.'s
seventeen pounder. Few could be persuaded to under
take the long journey to Lulworth, but we were glad
to see that at any rate D Coy.'s antitank section was at
least as big as that of Sp. Coy. Firing subcalibre on Satur
day was easy, but when it came to Sunday morning and the
real thing, most people seemed to approach the gun in
the same way they might to a horse, who would not
only take the proffered carrot but fingers too. The shells,
which most of us were seeing for the first time, not only
looked capable of an immense bang, but of being extremely
lethal too. There was no enthusiasm to be first detail.
Number two, ears well filled with cotton wool, handled
the shell as though it might go off in his arms at any
moment, and then having been warned of what was likely
to happen to him if he got in the way of the breech,
flattened himself against the trail as far as possible and

stoically contemplated what he, judging by the expression
on his face, obviously expected to be his last seconds on
earth.
Number one, eyes tightly closed, pulled the lever and
off she went. After the dust had cleared away every
body could be seen trying to conceal hidden grins of
relief, except number three, who had got his eyebrows
singed for not standing behind the shield. There were
no other accidents, much to the surprise of all. After the
first few shots the tension relaxed, and the rest of the
morning proceeded in rather a nonchalant fashion, as
though to show anyone watching that firing seventeen
pounders was all in the day's work. Much to our grati
fication we were told by the tank gunnery officer, who
had been watching, that our shooting was the best of
any T.A. Unit he had seen. A remark which was greeted
by somebody, saying that it was lucky that Maj. Meyrick
had D Coy. to bolster his antitank platoon.
And so to Hythe. We gather from vague mentions
of Folkestone and the Leas Cliff Hall on Saturday night
that there was some reason for D Coy. only getting
twelve marksmen on Sunday's classification shoot, and
if the rumours be true, Sgt. Tedman excelled himself under
the circumstances by getting an M.
" Nightingale IV."

SUPPORT COMPANY
These notes are being written at the end of yet
another camp, and we really feel that at last Support
" Squadron " is a force to be reckoned with in the Bn.
by other Companies.
We had two weekend camps
immediately before our annual training, one of which was
spent by the antitank gunners firing 17pounder anti
tank guns at the R.A.C. gunnery school at Lulworth Cove.
We should like to take this opportunity of thanking D
Coy. for their assistance during the shooting, and con
sider that they covered themselves with glory, the way
they displayed their prowess at handling the 17pounder,
which was really quite good for a rifle company.
We
are sure they will concur with these remarks.
The machine gun shooting at Lydd was very success
ful, and helped us considerably in beating a team of the
Buffs put up in a competition during camp, run by
Brigade. We understand, however, that Sgt. Styles, the
M.M.G. Troop Sgt., made some casual reference to
" asbestos packing " after this weekend. Nobody spotted
anything amiss, so we presume his remark held no par
ticular significance.
We should like to congratulate Sgt. Moore and Sgt.
Morgan on their promotion to C.S.M., and C/Sgt. in the
" Squadron," and we are quite certain that we could not
find two better men to fill these appointments.
The Mortar "troop" are going great guns under their
redoubtable commander, Capt. Large, who has a wide
knowledge of this weapon, together with the handling of
them in battle.
We were very pleased to hear the
Squadron decided to accept as volunteers Cpls. Stone and
Sargant. These two N.C.O.s were full Cpls. during their
Regular Army service. As per rule, they handed in their
strips when they were posted to us, but we are very glad
to report that they have fully earned them back again.
We shall write some more about camp next time;
till then we shall rest on our laurels on having won the
Bn. drill competition,
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The following were present, and attended the luncheon
in the Officers' Mess: —
Gen. and Mrs. Oliver, Lady Rachael Davidson,
P. Hay, Esq., Maj. and Mrs. Keenlyside, Maj. and Mrs.
Moss, Maj. and Mrs. Pond, Maj. Butler, Maj. Dowse,
Capt. and Mrs. I. A. Macmillan, A. Scouller, Esq..
N. Young, Esq., G. Neve, Esq.

DEPOT

O

N Sunday, the 4th May, the Depot was honoured
by a visit from our ColonelinChief. The visit was
an informal cne. during which Her Royal Highness
visited the Regimental Museum, the Sergeants' Mess and
the Officers' Mess, where she was entertained to lunch by
the Colonel of the Regiment and Officers of the Depot.
Her Royal Highness was met outside the Officers'
Mess by General Oliver and Major R. E. Moss.
A visit was first paid to the Regimental Museum,
where L/Cpl. Pannell, D.C.M., and L/Cpl. Martin, M.M.,
were presented. Her Royal Highness evinced pleasure at
the great improvement in the Museum since her previous
visit, and congratulated Maj. R. Love, the curator, on the
very high standard achieved.
In the Sergeants' Mess, Sgts., Cpls. and their wives,
together with the wives of Private soldiers on the Depot
Establishment were presented by R.S.M. Hayley.

The passingout parade of the last intake was taken by
the Brigade Colonel, Col. F. W. B. Parry, on the 14th
May. He congratulated the instructors and recruits on a
very good parade, which he stated was above average
standard.
As usual the parade was followed by a non
denominational service in the gymnasium. The service was
conducted by the Regimental Padre, the Rev. Eric Kings
north, and was attended by all the recruits and about
60 parents and friends. Cpl. Argent provided the piano
accompaniment to the hymns, and we congratulate him
on the excellence of his performance, especially as he was
unaware of the selection of the hymns until the last minute.
When the service was over the recruits accompanied
their parents and friends around the barracks, and later
entertained them to tea in the N.A.A.F.I. Sgt. Saywell, the
Messing Sgt., and his staff deserve special mention for the
very excellent tea provided.
#

C

*

*

The Training Coy. had little time to relax since the
new intake arrived the following day. the N.C.O.s of the
Coy. carrying out the documentation.

Informal visit of H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent to the Depot, 4th May, 1952,
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A draft of 76 Other Ranks arrived from the 1st Bn.
at 9.30 a.m. on the 26th May. They consisted mainly of
National Service men for release. Rapid administrative
arrangements had to be made, since very little warning
of their arrival was given.
They were despatched on
leave on the 27th.

*

8

8

8

Maj. Pond, our Q.M., has spent a fortnight in camp
with the 4th Bn. during the month, having volunteered
to " run " their Officers' Mess. We gather that he enjoyed
himself, although he found it far from a rest cure.
We were very sorry to say goodbye to 2/Lt. Watkins
at the beginning of the month. He is now on holiday in
Paris.
We extend a hearty welcome to 2/Lt. Young, his
replacement.
Other permanent staff departures this month include
Pte. Wills, our very able assistant groundsman, and Pte.
Baxter, who carried out the duties of Assistant Pay Clerk
very efficiently. We thank them both for all they have
done for the Depot, and wish them good luck in civil
life, and look forward to seeing them on the 20th July
at the Annual Reunion. Our congratulations go also to
L/Cpl. Pannell on his "stepup."
We were pleased to see Police Constable Eastaugh
of the Metropolitan Police, and hope that sometime he
will again add to our enjoyment with his "Trials and
Tribulations," which were most popular in the Queen's
Own Gazette.
BOXING
As was experimented in the recent Intake an interest
ing evening's entertainment was again laid on during the
fifth week of training, with a Recruits' Novices Boxing
Competition which was held on Tuesday evening, 6th May,
1952. This proved to be popular, and 14 bouts were on
the bill. Details of the various bouts are as follows (red
corner named first): —
Feather Weight
Pte. Gay lost to Pte. Cheeseman after a very close,
clean fight.
Light Weights
Pte. Webb lost to Pte. Pinnington, the former unfor
tunately having to retire with a cut eye.
Pte. Mayes lost to Pte. Wickendon on points.
Pte.
Wickendon was more forceful in attack in this bout.
Light Welter
Pte. Hackett lost to Pte. Merryless on points.
This
was an exceptionally good bout, both participants
show excellent promise.
Pte. Grounds lost to Pte. Bishop. This was also a very
good bout.
Pte. Bishop fought hard, to win by a
narrow margin.
Welter Weight
Pte. Harris, much to the amazement of the audience,
K.O.d Pte. Fletcher in no uncertain manner. It is
rumoured that Pte. Harris had a distinct advantage,
having survived a Command Conditioning Course.
Pte. Bethell lost on points to Pte. Porter, the former's
face showed the effect of some well timed straight
lefts.
Both these boxers were congratulated on
putting up a very clean and hard fight.

Middle Weight
Pte. Roberts lost to Pte. Scoble. As was anticipated,
this bout proved to be one of the high lights of
the evening, the latter gaining a points decision
after a very hard fight.
Pte. Guy lost to Pte. Walton on points.
Pte. Summers lost to Pte. Beadle on points.
Pte. Ball lost to Pte. Baker, the referee awarding the
decision to the latter, who was a far superior boxer.
He undoubtedly has the qualities of a promising
boxer and should prove useful in the Regimental
team.
Light Heavyweight
Pte. Heath beat Pte. Davis on points. This bout proved
to be the best of the evening, the former winning
by a very narrow margin. Maj. B. A. Pond, M.B.E.,
the Referee, congratulated both boxers on a very
good, clean fight.
Pte. Marsh was K.O.d by Pte. Clark in the first round.
Pte. Borella beat Pte. Doyle. This was the last bout of
a very good evening's entertainment and although
Pte. Borella succeeded in obtaining a points decision,
there were some very heavy exchanges in the centre
of the ring and both boxers proved to be very strong.
As is the custom, all competitors and officials
adjourned to the NAAFI, where they enjoyed a well earned
NAAFI supper.
We are indeed fortunate in having the services of
such an experienced boxer as Maj. Pond with us on these
occasions, and our thanks are due to the judges, Medical
Officer and other officials for kindly giving their time to
ensure a successful evening.
CRICKET
The Regimental Depot team is not quite so strong this
season. To date we have enjoyed four matches, the results
of which have been as follows: —
R.A.F. Training School, Rochester—90 for 5 dec.
Depot, The Queen's Own—84 for 5. Match drawn.
L/Cpl. Taylor did rather well, claiming 3 wkts. for
39, and by scoring a valuable 25 off the bat.
Old Anchorians, Gillingham—153 for 7 dec.
Depot, The Queen's Own—36 Lost by 117 runs.
The Old Anchorians are a well established team and
were far too strong for us.
Maidstone Grocers—125.
Depot, The Queen's Own—134 for 8 wkts. Won by 4 wkts.
This was a 12 aside match and The Grocers, after
having lost their first wicket for 14 managed to
take the score to 90 before the next wicket fell. At
this stage Lt. Scculler and 2/Lt. Jackson began to
get amongst the wickets, for half the side were out
for 101, and the remainder could only muster an
other 24. Lt. Scouller at one stage had 1 wkt. for
35 and finished up with 6 wkts. for 37. 2/Lt. Jack
son also had 42 knocked off his bowling in 6 overs
before he obtained a wicket, and finished the
innings with 5 wkts. for 68.
This is the first time we have beaten the Maidstone
Grocers, and this was mainly due to a sound 35 by Lt.
Scouller and an excellent 66, including a 6 and nine 4s by
2/Lt. Jackson, who was finally caught with the last ball
of the match.
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ARMY AGENTS SINCE 1758

A worthwhile contribution to Kent's
industrial effort is made by the Swan
Mill Paper Co. Ltd., makers of fine
paper products. These include:—
SOFTEX TOILET TISSUE

O

FFICERS of the British

Army have been

ELASTA AND POLKA CREPE PAPER
SWAN SERVIETTES

banking with Cox & Co. since 175^ — the

year in which Mr. Richard Cox was appointed
Army Agent by Field Marshal Lord Ligonier —

GARLANDS AND CARNIVAL NOVELTIES

and Cox & Co. have also been Official Agents to

FANCY WRAPPING PAPERS

the Royal Air Force since its inception.

HOUSEHOLD STATIONERY

Lloyds Bank absorbed this historical connection
in 1923 and the modern Banking Service now
provided still preserves the tradition of individual
attention to customers' needs.

LLOYDS BANK
LIMITED

Cox's & King's Branch,
6 Pall Mall, S.W.I
OFFICIAL ARMY
AND ROYAL AIR FORCE AGENTS

Swan Mill Paper
C

O

M

P

A

N

Y

L

S W A N L E Y ,

I

M

I

T

E

D

K E N T

Telephone: SWANLEY JUNCTION

2386/2388
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On the 28th May we entertained Sittingbourne Wed
nesday C.C. After a very promising start, with six wickets
clown for 43, the Regimental Depot allowed the advantage
to slip by some fielding errors, and the next wicket did
not fall until the telegraph registered 110. and the last
pair managed to put on 33, bringing the Sittingbourne
Wednesday C.C. to a respectable total of 164.
The Depot opened up as usual, disastrously, losing
their first two wickets with only 3 runs on the board. At
this stage tea was taken. After tea Stall' Sgt. Robertson
and Cpl. Smith showed promise, but at 18 S.S.I. Robert
son edged one and was caught, and from then on wickets
fell steadily and the team was finally out for 59.
Our
chief fault is fielding—of our'opponents one chap was
missed about three times, and he managed to get 83 not
out. Mr. Extras also made a valuable contribution with
25. This was the first match in which S.S.l. Robertson has
played for lis, and he will certainly be a pillar of strength
to our team. He obtained 5 wkts. for 37.
One other sporting event which must be included is
the Derby. This year a draw was arranged and the lucky
winners were: —
1st : Tulyar—L/Cpl. Greene (Storeman).
2nd: Gay Time—L/Cpl. Smith, 409.
3rd: Faubourg II—Mrs. Ludford.

SERGEANTS' MESS
Cricket, gardening, excellent weather (when we must
get out and about) taking up most of our time, our report
for May must perforce be brief.
In addition to the above it was decided at a Mess
Meeting, that we had lagged behind with our usual Social
evenings, and in spite of the light evenings coming in we
could have a couple during the month.
The first one,
which had been arranged for early February and postponed
was with our friends The Prison Officers from across the
road. This was a Stag party, and seemed to go off rather
quietly, probably owing to the result of our skill at the
various games, the results of which, for some very good
reason, were not recorded.
Early in the month the new terms of service were
announced, with the incentive of a bounty of £50 in
certain cases of those who undertake to change their current
engagement into one that will ensure at least six years
service with the Colours.
In addition, an increase in
clothing allowance was announced.
Further details are
awaited of reenlistment bounties for those who undertake
short service engagements. If they continue to offer these
terms one can clearly understand why the Home Guard
are not getting their full quota of recruits.
Another item that caught our eye, published at the
end of April, was that certain establishments in the Wool
wich Garrison had been placed " Out of Bounds."
Wc
sincerely hope that the recent visit of our O.R.Q.M.S. to
that area has not brought this about.
In spite of the short period between Easter and Whit
suntide. leave has taken a steady toll of the Mess members.
Sgt. (Paddy) Palmer has retired to Dublin for his vacation,
Sgt. Setford (Armourer Sgt.) to the. wilds of Burham, and
Staff Sgt. Instructor Robertson, A.P.T.C., to don't ask me
where. They are all due back before the Whitsun recess

^

and no doubt will be looking forward to some Whitsun
leave.
On the 23rd May we entertained members of The
R.A.S.C. (Kent Companies) Old Comrades' Association to
a Games and Social evening.
1 cannot understand what
has come over the members of the Mess, but once again
they failed to win one point in the series of games. Prob
ably they can play better on dark evenings. In addition
to the games, we thank Sgt. Turner, R.A.E.C. (who may
have left us by the time these notes appear), for his
excellent tricks of illusion and telepathy. We do hope he
will always give us a visit when he is this way in future,
and take this opportunity of wishing him the best of luck
on his return to civilisation.
The fourth week end of the month seemed to keep
us very busy, for it was on the 24th that the respective
cricket clubs of H.M. Prisons Wormwood Scrubbs and
Maidstone Prison did battle on the Regimental Depot
cricket table. The Maidstone Prison Officers won a very
close match, and the rest of the evening was celebrated
by a Social at our Sgts.' Mess. Unfortunately the head
of the Mess was away that weekend, but I'm sure our
guests for the evening really had an enjoyable time and
we are looking forward ourselves to 30th August, when
we shall be seeing the party from London again.
News has been received from R.Q.M.S. Grubb, 1st
Bn., and it seems they are all going along satisfactorily.
News has also been received from our old friend George
Carter. Of our visitors we were very pleased to see Hooky
Walker (exBand, 2nd Bn.) during the month. He seems
to have got into some job in the Sittingbourne Area, so
we shall be looking forward to seeing him again soon.
He tells us he is now married (about time too). Mr. Trow
bridge from the Channel Islands also called in and was
pleased to find somebody he knew. The R.S.M. happened
to be away at the time, but Mr. Trowbridge passed on
all the news concerning members of the Regiment now
resident in the Islands and are loyal members of the
newly formed Branch of the Past and Present Association.
This year the Regimental Depot arranged a draw on
the Derby. Several members of the Mess drew horses,
i.e. O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman (3), C/Sgt. Ringe, Sgts. Kent,
Pratt and one of our hon. members, Sam Ludford. Only
one ticket was in the money on Faubourg II.
Mrs.
Ludford had this one—lucky people.
McCartney.

EYES RIGHT ^ T{£'ES
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fadt anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020
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He also extended a warm welcome to a small num
ber of the " Old Brigade," who served in the first world
war.
The Secretary gave his report on the activities of the
committee and read out letters and telegrams of good
wishes from Comrades unable to be present. A collection
was made to provide funds to send out books to the lads
of the 1st Bn. doing duty in Malaya.
After dinner the rest of the time was spent " yarning "
about old times.
*

7th BATTALION—REUNION DINNER

A

HAPPY gathering sat down to dinner at Woodlands
Hotel on the occasion of the fourth annual reunion
of the 7th Bn. Royal West Kent Regt. Old Com
rades Association, wiio served in the two wars.
Brig. Ingham, a past Commander of the Bn., and
who is now G.l, Home Guard, Eastern Command, was in
the chair.
The toast of the Queen was proposed by the Chair
man, and Lt.Col. Blanch proposed H.R.H. the Duchess
of Kent, ColonelinChief, and the " Queen's Own."
He read out the telegram of Loyal greetings sent to
the Duchess of Kent and the reply received before the
dinner—" Please convey to all ranks 7th Battalion Old
Comrades Association my thanks for their kind message
and good wishes for a happy reunion, Marina, Colonel
inChief."
Col. B. Clay proposed " Absent Friends," and a short
silence was held in memory of those who died during and
after the war, especially mentioning Lt.Col. R. Bryan and
.Sgt. A. Randall, a local man.
Brig. Ingham said that he was delighted to be invited
to the dinner and could see that those present were the
backbone of the Bn. during its war service.

EX "B" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION

I

T was Cup Final clay at Wembley, but the enthusiasm
shown at our Annual Stag Party at the Drill Hall
by everybody must have matched even the clay of
days for all the football fraternity.
They came from everywhere to Wembley— and exB
Company members did the same to get to Penge. The
local lads were there in full force, and made up about
50% of the attendance. Amongst those who have never
failed to put in r.n appearance were Messrs. Clarke, John
son, Maskell, Lake, Tom Sayer, Cameron, Clay and, of
course, the President, Maj. Stocker. That is cutting the
list short.
Now, of those that made the journey from outlying
districts, the most supreme effort to attend came from ex
C.S.M. Cully Price, who besides being a B Coy. member,
served with the Regt. in other directions, supported by his
brother, Sgt. Dick Price. Both these men were well associated
with the Coy. and were always considered part of the
happy family. Cully Price had come from Warwickshire,
where he is in the police force, to attend another social
gathering nearby. Between the two evening's parties, he
must have had an enjoyable time. Among those making
journeys were Jock Hunter from Tunbridge Wells, Charlie
Williams from Chatham, H. Mumford, Len Clay from

7th Bn. Reunion Dinner, Gravesend, 3rd May, 1952

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
Dagenham, B. Chaplin from Barking and Wally Muench
from East Ham (making his first appearance). These are
just a few, the nominal roll is always available.
During this very enjoyable evening, I came to the con
clusion that B Coy. must have been the most cosmopolitan
in the Bn., because, if you were a member, everybody
else knew who you were. Some members drifted or were
posted, like myself, but their names always stuck, and
were repeatedly brought to mind whenever the Coy.'s
adventures were mentioned.
Amongst those to arrive fairly early was " Pardner "
Len Clay, who brought along a mysterious looking attache
case. This brought numerous guesses as to the contents
—Coy. funds—ten gallon hat—Number 9s—haversack
rations—field dressings. Even the " two for halfacrown "
were mentioned.
The suspense didn't last long. Pardner was rarin' to
go. The case contained his camera, complete with flash
light equipment. He had been appointed official photo
grapher for the evening, and 1 must say, made an excellent
job of it.
The first drink was on the house, but 1 didn't know
ice creams were. Nor did Dusty Miller, the owner of the
barrow parked in the Courtyard.
The Annual Dinner
and Dance is in November, so we are hoping Dusty will
have turned to the more seasonal trade, by leaving a
chestnut barrow outside.
It was obvious from the conversation that many were
meeting for the first time in years. In the lounge, there
were a number of groups, deep in conversation.
1 he
main topic was obviously the desert, as a heat haze hung
over some groups, and Harry Lake was seen to mop his
brow some ten yards away.
Of one thing we are certain, and that is we shall never
want for a pianist. The talent in B Coy. is abounding,
there being about six all relieving each other of the job
of tickling the ivories.
As the evening began to warm
up and the beer began to flow more freely, so the " choir "
and the pianists began sparring for positions. First up
to the piano to give a song was Les Satchell. He sang
about cats; their midnight overtures on the tiles seemed
to be popular with everybody.
" Three old ladies,"
"Hardships" and "Old John Jones" are ditties that have
been sung often and greatly enjoyed by all, so Harry Lake
duly obliged. Jack Osborne nad been a very important
figure in the past at the Drill Hall, so in his memory we
had " Dear Little Shamrock."
Around about ten o'clock some members who had
journeys to make began to get mobile, the reason was
genuine enough, as they had various changes to make on
the way home.
These alibis didn't wear too well with
some of the locals though, it was Orders. Female, 1 mean,
not Part II's.
George Pace told of his adventure on the night of the
Annual last November. He had consumed quite a large
quantity by the time Auld Lang Syne was sung, then
found out at the last moment when everybody had left,
that the last bus and tram had gone. The only alterna
tive was the police station. They obliged, gave him his
breakfast—and a ticket for the Courts at Greenwich on
the Monday morning.
There was no repetition on this
Saturday though. He had brought his motor cycle along.
Horace Maskell informed us that Willie Cook was now
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married, having fiddled a few quid out of the Chancellor's
pocket at the last minute.
The singing continued—the party was beginning to
thin—and Maj. Stocker signalled his departure by leading
the choir in a few verses of " Maralto Marie."
Well, all these good things have to come to an end,
and regretfully yours truly and driverowner Wally Meunch
left about midnight, with half a dozen locals still singing
heartily and very reluctant to leave.
" Baron Wrapup."

11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

T

HE Association paid its Annual Tribute to St.
George's Church, Perry Hill, when its Standard,
carried by Mr. W. W. Toomer, M.M., and escorted
by Messrs G. H. Cockell and J. Collins, took part in the
Patronal Festival Service on Sunday evening, 27th April,
1952.
The Church was well filled, as the Standards and
Colours of the Girl Guides, Boy Scouts and other junior
organisations were proudly carried and escorted to the
Altar rail, where the Vicar, the Rev. F. A. Wainwright,
B.A., stood to receive them.
They were then placed and draped round and on the
Holy Table. The Association's Standard followed last,
and was draped over the centre of the Altar, flanked by
two Union Jacks. It made a very attractive picture, as
the vivid Kentish Blues, with its white horse emblem
gleaming, stood out clearly to the eye, against the rich
hues of the crimson and gold Altar decorations, and
the red, white and blue of the Union Jacks nearby.
The mellow glow of the many candles, together with
the pure white and yellow of the flowers, completed a
scene which will remain in the mind for many a long day.
The Service proceeded in a joyful manner, suitable to the
occasion. The choir sang the lovely " Alleluia" anthem
with feeling.
The Vicar welcomed the presence of members of the
Association, hoping that they would come again next St.
George's Day celebrations, when the Church repairs would
be completed, and conditions much happier than at present.
He gave for the theme of his sermon, examples of the
life of the Patron Saint, whereby selfsacrifice and thoughts
for others might well be copied by us all in these days
of stress.
In the final prayers, he asked that the comradeship
and fellowship which is so evident in the Association should
continue.
For the processional hymn that well loved
favourite was chosen, " For all Thy Saints." The bearers
and escorts had by this moment their Standards and
Colours returned to them and stood in two lines before
the choir stalls, and as the choir moved from the Chancel
the various Standards took their places in the procession,
with the Association Standard just in front of the Vicar.
One missed the presence of the Church's own
Standards, but they could not be included because of the
steel scaffolding, which interlaced the interior of the
Church and caused the Standards to be carried at the
slope position. The singing of the hymn was most whole
hearted, the whole congregation seemed to enjoy, indeed
revel in its glorious sentiments. It was most inspiring,
really a most glorious ending to a memorable Service. The
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Vicar pronounced the Blessing with the Standards lined
up in the Chancel, after which the National Anthem was
sung very sincerely as the Association's Standard was gently
lowered to the floor in salute, and in homage to the
Church and its Patron Saint.
The Vicar stated, after the Service, how grateful he
was that the Lewisham Association was represented at the
Service, but we all feel very proud at the honour of be
ing invited, and do hope that our presence was an
inspiration and a good example to splendid youth organisa
tions of the Parish, with whom we felt honoured and proud
to be associated.

CHATHAM BRANCH

O

UR monthly meeting was held at Boundary Road
on May 5th. Please note our present Chairman is
Mr. L. W. Davison.
Among those present were
Maj. H. M. Smith, M.B.E., Alf Tapp, M.C., G. Anchors
(Hon. Sec.), G. Smith (Standard Bearer).
Joe Wright
announced that Maj. Brothers sent his best wishes as he
was unable to attend through pressing business, but hoped
to attend the June meeting.
Alf Tapp and George
Anchors, who attended the 7th Bn. Branch Dinner at
Gravesend on May 3rd, said they had received a very
warm welcome.
At our Reunion on July 20th there will be an inter
branch shooting match with Messrs. Miskin, Ridden, Mtin
chen, C. J. Williams, Higbid, Davison, E. E. Empett and C.
Hill, who hopes to take part in the competition. The booby
prize, a tin of jam, was won by F. Milway.
A letter
from Frank Sutton, now in Canada, was received, convey
ing his best wishes to all the gang at the Drill Hall, and
showing that though far away, he keeps in touch with old
comrades.
It is hoped that all subscriptions for the
outing to Brcadstairs on 17th August will be cleared up
by the July meeting.
When the 2nd Bn. were stationed at Enniskillen about
1894, they held an interCoy. football competition, and
dear old Teddy Pike, our C/Sgt., C Coy. (I respect his
memory), called for volunteers for a team. 1 was selected
despite telling him I would not be much good. I forget
the Coy. we played, but we lost II—0.
2/Lt. Prace
played for us. After the match Teddy tackled our goal
keeper saying, " You b
r, 1 believe you did not try
to stop the goals." Our goalkeeper replied, " Well, C/Sgt.,
I do not belong to C. Coy, 1 am only attached."
Our
next meeting will be at Boundary Road on June 2nd, and
Old Comrades are reminded to attend our Annual Reunion
on July 20th.
Yours respectfully,
W. Williams, exNo. 2879.

LONDON BRANCH

O

UR last meeting held on the 25th April saw new
visitors amongst us, two of whom had not
previously attended our meetings.
There were
twentyeight present, not including six ladies, wives of
regular cverpresents who attend whatever the weather.
There was a large percentage of officers, Brig. Riddell.
Lt.Col. Durtnell, Majors Bredon and Mines, and a member

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE AFRAID OF
ELEPHANTS P
P H O N E MAIDSTONE 3313

to be " sworn in " as it were, Capt. V. G. Senior, who
served with the 7th Bn. and was introduced by Col.
Durtnell, and our usual stalwarts.
We extended a very hearty welcome to our two
visitors from the provinces.
One, my old friend Dick
Hayward, had come all the way from Tonbridge in the
hope of seeing George Moody and Co., so look in again
George—Nigger Hayward wants a chat re events of the
olden days. To Mr. Lyon also, who hails from Chatham,
and whom I had the pleasure of knowing at Invicta Lines
several years ago.
The Branch extends hearty congratulations to young
Geoffrey Howlett on his M.C.
I can remember in the
early days of the war, when we, in the 6th Bn. at Haver
fordwest managed to get a game of cricket, when young
Geoffrey, who was not then in his teens, getting his hands
to a terrific drive from one of the opponents, a feat which
made many of the older folks gasp, gave his father a
very great thrill, and brought cheers from the onlookers.
1 don't suppose Geoffrey will remember it, but it cer
tainly will not be forgotten by me.
(" Buster " readers
see 6th Bn. notes of 1941 and turn to May or June of
that year for reference). His mother will be a very proud
woman these days.
We were very glad to see Maj. Ron Mines with us,
and we hope to see Gus Carey at one of our meetings
soon. Come along Gus, plenty of room, but you'll get
no tea—although we can promise a good buffet prior to
the meeting. You merely give my name—and your cash.
Come and join us.
I forgot in my last notes to give a welcome to Mr.
Sanders.
Please forgive the lapse.
We were real glad
to have you with us, and come again. Wc hope to have
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Jimmy Hammond at our next meeting, so try and come.
Among others who have come along lately is Mr. Martin,
one time cook, later a truck driver. He entertained us
by showing how well he has overcome the disability of
the loss of an arm.
Grand spirit has Martin.
Dick
Black ham wasn't too well, but Alf Beauchamp and Ted
Tickner were on parade. We are wondering who is our
oldest member—I hope to get a short history for one
month's notes 011 whoever it happens to be.
The meeting, held to our annoyance in the lower
room, was of short duration, but there was a debate on
whether or not new members should be voted in or
accepted as a matter of course. The arguments for and
against were sound, and eventually it was agreed that the
present rule stands, whereby we propose, second, and agree
by vote.
The dates for functions were read to us, and members
were asked to book now for the coach for the Reunion.
A vote of thanks was suggested for Scotty, who rose to
speak in his usual vein, but I cannot remember whether
it was passed. It provoked such mirth and laughter that
I hoped the Chairman, Harry Elson, had forgotten to
record it! The vote of thanks was proposed to reward
Scotty for all the good things he had done for the London
Branch at a meeting held in Maidstone recently for the
P. & P. Assn. After one or two witty remarks re the
vote from various members, one member remarked that
perhaps it wouid be better to wait and see about the good
things he had done, as perhaps we may find it necessary
to slate him for all the damage he had done! This brought
roars of laughter from the meeting and, as stated, I can
not remember a vote being taken.
We are deeply indebted to W.O. 1 Hallet who, an
exBoy with the Regt., and now with R.E.M.E., has
promised so much help with the " Admin." side. He and
his charming wife have visited us once or twice and Mr.
Hallett is more than pulling his weight in the Branch. The
reminder to members is still to be continued despite pro
tests from one or two members. Certainly the card or
proforma letter is a boon to the people who have many
things to attend to, and a last Friday six days before the
31st is not always an easy thing to remember when busi
ness presses. If that card brings along two members it
has been worth while.
Wc were all cordially invited to Bromley on June
3rd, when H.R.H., our ColcnelinChief, will be at a
ceremony on behalf of the Regiment, described more fully
elsewhere. I hope as many as possible of our members
who reside near the district will attend. A warm welcome
awaits you. Time, 3.0 p.m. on Tuesday, 3rd June.
Two wives of persons connected with the 1st Bn. in
India have been in the news lately on account of illness,
and 1 am pleased to say both have made good recoveries.
I refer to Mrs. Mabel Stock, whose son Peter came home
for a while on compassionate grounds, and Mrs. Irene
Germain, widow of Sgt. Germain. We who knew Bob
Stock so well are more than pleased to see his son serving
with us in our own Regt., and it must be pleasing to his
mother too, who spent two or three happy years in
Trimulgherry with us.
We are to get prepared for our nominees for the
various offices in the Branch soon, so all you London
Branch members, let's have you on parade with your
nominees and your votes. We hope for a bumper attend

ance at the Annual General Meeting with good con
structive criticism and a 100 per cent vote. We have some
excellent talent, let us place the talent in the right
positions.
The Spider.

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

M

AY has proved to be rather a quiet period for the
Maidstone Branch—this may be a preliminary to
the opening of our cricket season with an allday
match versus Linton Hospital Staff on Whit Monday.
Details have now been received concerning the London
Branch Annual Dance and Social Evening which is to
be held at The Bridge House Restaurant, London Bridge,
on Saturday, 13th September, 1952.
The Branch have
agreed to give this function its full support, and arrange
ments are being put in hand to arrange for a coach, etc.
It is estimated that it will cost roughly 15s. per head; this
will cover fare and cost of dance ticket.
The London
Branch will provide refreshments in the form of a buffet
supper. I do hope a full representative party will be able
to take advantage of this visit to the London Branch.
They have always given our Branch splendid support.
Bookings for coach seats, etc., will be taken at our next
monthly meeting. If you are unable to attend and want
to come, please inform the Hon. Sec. of the Branch early.
ANNUAL REUNION—SHOOTING MATCH
As no doubt the Maidstone Branch will be assisting
the Regimental Depot Staff in running the Shooting Com
petition, perhaps it will not be out of place to give a few
details now: —
The team shall consist of four members.
Each Branch of the Past and Present Association may
enter one team only.
A small entrance fee will be charged, plus cost of
ammunition, which will help to provide a prize of
One Pound for the winning Branch.
The N.S.R.A. 5 and Sighter Bull Targets will be used.
This target consists of six bullseyes, one of which is
for sighting shots and the remainder (5 bulls) for the
actual competition.

1

MAIDSTONE'S

SAFEST

MILK!!

CjHmVio&e ^ £en SaWes, Ctd.
19, LOWER STONE ST., MAIDSTONE
Telephone 2610

PASTEURISED MILK
TUBERCULIN TESTED
(Farm Bottled)
MILK
32, THE BROADWAY,
MAIDSTONE — and at
Tel: 2610

V/EST MALLING
Tel: West Mailing 3101
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Scoring—Ten rounds—H. P.S.—100.
Only two shots can be allowed on each target, to count.
Specimen targets can be obtained on application to
Regimental Depot.
Rifles—No. 8. .22 in. Aperture sight.
Five sighting shots allowed by each firer.
HOME GUARD RECRUITMENT
An appeal from the O.C. 11th Kent (Maidstone)
Home Guard Bn. was read to members at our meeting
held in May. We do not know if this has yet had any
effect. Needless to say the need for volunteers for the
service which would be ready for instant action should
the necessity arise is great, and any member who feels
lie could be enlisted are asked to make the necessary
enquiries. The Bn. is commanded by Lt.Col. E. S. Kerr,
with Lt.Col. A. J. Coe as Adjutant and Quartermaster.
Home Guard Battalions are affiliated to the Regular
element of the Regiment.
TENNIS
We are entertaining a team for the Bossom Tennis
Challenge Cup, which is organised by the local exService
Association, again this year. We are at present holders,
and really have some good talent to call upon this season
in Col. Craven, Maj. Moss (O.C. Depot), Maj. Pond, Capt.
Carey and Mr. (Granny) Grant, so we are confident of
retaining the trophy in spite of some very keen competition
expected from R.A.S.C. and the Royal Naval Associations.
JOINT COUNCIL EXSF.RVICE ASSOCIATIONS' ANNUAL SERVICE
The Maidstone Joint Council Annual Church Service
will be held at All Saints' Church on Sunday, 29th June,
1952, when it is hoped as many as possible members of
all affiliated exService Associations will attend with their
Standards.
Further details will be notified in the notice
of the monthly meeting that will be sent out about 15th
June.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
20th June —Monthly Meeting at Sgts.' Mess, The Barracks,
7.45 p.m.
29th June—Annual Church Service—All Saints' Church,
6.30 p.m.
11th July—Monthly Meeting at Sgts.' Mess, The Barracks,
7.45 p.m.
13th July—Cricket versus Regimental Depot at Barracks,
2.30 p.m.
20th July—Annua! Regimental Reunion—see special notice
elsewhere.

Read

Your County

Newspaper,

Published Fridays, price 3d.

KENT
MESSENGER
The County Paper of Kent

The Sergeant at the Bank
SHORT STORY BY NIGEL SLIGH

H

E was always drunk. You wondered where he got
the liquor, and so did I until Bert told me. He
was not a young man.
Far from it. He had
fought in the siege of Mafeking. He was an old soldier
at the retreat from Mons.
Somehow, in some extra
ordinary way, he had escaped capture at Dunkirk.
Old
soldiers never die. That was him.
Sergeant (he was always called Sergeant) Mills, V.C.,
D.C.M., stood 6ft. in his socks and was broad in proportion.
He was the watchman at the bank where 1 kept my
account.
In the bank he never seemed to be in the least bit
drunk. Far from it.
The bank closes its doors at three o'clock. The clerks
finish counting up their ledger accounts at five. Sergeant
Mills goes off duty at 5.30. He sleeps above the bank.
At 6.30 he is under the influence. Where does it come
from? Does he carry a hipflask and help himself to
surreptitious nips?
The truth of the matter is this: His breakfast consists
of two strong drinks; his lunch likewise. When he goes
off duty he rushes to the bottle. He is never sober. It
needs only a small refresher to revive him. When you
see him, giving you that big smile, he is half seas over.
When you ask him the way to that certain department,
to the submanager's office, and the bronzed, glassyeyed
stare hits you in the face, Sergeant Mills, V.C., D.C.M.,
is just about as drunk as you ever will be.
He was unmarried. He had a pension. He had a
certain wage from the bank. And he spent every penny
of it on drinks.
He had one faithful friend, the wife of a local publican
who twenty years ago, had fallen madly in love with him.
But he went off on overseas service, and so she married
the publican.
Yet to her there was still something
romantic about the Sergeant, and she invariably saved him
something. When he was out of funds she advanced him
the liquor on the strength of their unfulfilled romance.
She knew that if she did not he would be forced to
go elsewhere and then people would talk and his secret
would be safe no more.
The Sergeant and Bert, the publican, were fast friends.
Bert knew the full story of his wife and Sergeant Mills,
and it pleased him to think that she had made her choice,
having known such a man.
When the Sergeant had been given his quota, he
would sit for a little with his old friends in their
parlour, but he would never take a drink. They had long
since given up offering him one.
" No," he would say, shaking his head. " A man in
my position can't afford to be seen the worse for liquor, or
taking it for that matter."
" Come on, Jack," Bert had once said. " You like
a drink as well as the next man "
The Sergeant had fixed him with that cold, frozen stare
of his and Bert had coughed discreetly and the subject had
not been raised again. There was a polite fiction that the
Sergeant fetched the liquor for some friend of his—
a no good downatheels scamp for whom, however, the
Sergeant had a great and abiding affection,
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The Sergeant would then slip the bottle into the
pocket of his coat, give it a little tap as though assuring
himself that it was really in its proper place and march
out of The Three Tuns, a soldierly and erect figure.
On arrival at the bank his procedure never varied.
He locked the back door carefully and made a tour of
the premises. Every window and every bolt was tested.
He made a slow methodical tour of the building.
Then he climbed the stairs to his room on the top
floor.
He would lock his door and take off his coat
and unfasten his collar.
The Sergeant then sat down and proceeded to finish
the bottle except for a ration for breakfast and lunch.
As he sat in a comfortable chair in front of a hob
lire he lived his life over again. The years came at his
beck.
He selected those which he wanted.
The year
he first went to India as a rookie. The heat and the flies,
and later the blood and the dead men at Spion Kop. The
Coronation year.
With the years, faces came to him.
Faces which he had not seen for a score of years.
They crowded upon him and he was never lonely.
None of the faces, none of the years, ever came back
to him except when the Sergeant had his liquor.
The Sergeant only had one fear, although he never
knew it. Bert and his wife had the same fear. All three
of them were afraid that one day or night the Sergeant
might be found drunk.
At this time, the Sergeant had been employed by the
bank for over a dozen years.
Then one night, on the fourteenth of February to
be exact, he had visitors. Luckily they never knew that
he was drunk and by the time the Sergeant was found,
there was no trace.
It was a little before three o'clock in the morning.
Sergeant Mills, as was his wont, had retired early,
almost insensible.
The visitors, who had got into the bank by forcing a
skylight from an adjoining yard, could hear the Sergeant's
snoring from the bottom of the stairs. They had made
a close study of his movements and habits for some weeks
past. They set about their business.
It may have been that the Sergeant felt cold lying
on top of the bed, or it may merely have been that the
period of induced sleep was wearing thin, but, whatever
the reason, he suddenly sat bolt upright on the bed.
Some instinct warned him. He opened the door and
listened. There was a very faint sound. He kept a life
preserver in his room, and he picked it up. With the
almost empty bottle in his left hand he crept to the head
of the stairs.
Halfway down the stairs he saw a glimmer of light
where there should have been none. It came from beneath
the steel door to the cash and securities vault. He tiptoed
across the empty bank. As his eyes became accustomed
to the darkness he saw that the great door was ajar and
he knew that behind it lay the face of a large safe. Upon
this, evidently, the intruders were working.
The Sergeant kicked open the door with his foot, and
before either of the two men could move he had struck
the man nearest to him on the back of his head with the
lifepreserver and made a lunge at the second man.
Unfortunately a bag of safebreaking tools lay on the
ground which the Sergeant did not notice, and he stumbled

slightly. As he did so the second man lugged a revolver
from his pocket and fired twice.
Both shots struck the Sergeant in the stomach. For
a second or so the man kneeling on the floor thought
he must have missed, so erect did the Sergeant remain.
He was about to fire again when he saw the large, tall
figure begin to heel over.
The man at the face of the safe, his companion
huddled beside him. the darklantern—all swam before the
Sergeant's eyes. Now there was nothing very strange in
that to Sergeant Mills. Nearly every evening of his life
things swam in front of him, and for a moment he thought
that he must be drunk, and he blinked his eyes quickly.
For an instant he could see quite clearly, and he saw
a quiet, frightened face staring up at him almost in per
plexity. He thought, in that same split fraction of time,
that this cringing little rat had done to him what many
better men had tried to do—the Boer Commandos, the
Prussian Guards and even the Jerry air force at Dunkirk.
All the rage which he had felt in his heart from time to
time condensed into that one quick moment and he lunged
at the man, as he had intended to do before he had fallen
over the housebreaking tools.
The crouching man thrust up his arm to shield his head.
The bottle in the Sergeant's hand broke on the man's arm.
The force of the blow made the man cry out with pain.
His revolver went off—but the shot passed by Sergeant
Mills.
The Sergeant's sight was failing and he felt a great
heaviness in his limbs and then the beginning of a fright
ful, tearing pain in his belly. But before he fell he thrust
the jagged edges of the broken bottle into the man's face
with all his force. As he crashed to the ground he heard
a bellow of anguish.
The local paper carried three columns of the story.
A policeman, hearing the shots, rushed in and had no
difficulty in arresting both the safebreakers.
The man
whom Sergeant Mills had struck with the lifepreserver
had a fractured skull. The other man was blinded in one
eye. The Sergeant, still clutching the broken bottle, was
dead.
I wrote three columns about it all for the local paper.
I ended with this: "These old soldiers, they knew how
to fight and they knew how to die—faithful to the last
drop."
And nobody, 1 am glad to say, was any the wiser.
WORLD COPYRIGHT RESERVED
London Express Service

An ItalianAmerican was busy one day toiling in a
trench at the side of the road. He was working so hard
that the sight annoyed a man who was passing.
"Say, wop, what do you think you're doing?" he
asked. " I digga de ditch," replied the Italian.
"What do you digga de ditch for?" jocularly asked
the other. " To make da mon',"answered the Italian.
"Why do you wan to maka de mon'?" asked his
interrogator. "To getta de food!"
"What do you want to getta de food for?" "To
maka me strong."
And why do you want to be strong?" "To digga
de ditch."
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The ThreeYear Overseas Tour

S

INCE the end of the war considerable difficulties have
arisen over battalions overseas being relieved and
also being kept up to strength, in the light of the
individual's right to return home after 3 years' service
abroad. The turnover of regular cadre under this right
has on many occasions completely disrupted some
battalions, and moreover there is the large number of
National Servicemen who also have a comparatively short
time to serve. Further, there has been little incentive for
these National Servicemen to volunteer for a regular
engagement when it may prejudice their returning home.
This instability affects efficiency, and may consequently
affect the operational value of a battalion.
With only one battalion in each regiment the Cardwell
system of prewar days has completely broken down as
far as this aspect is concerned.
It has therefore been
decided that the tour of duty overseas for R.A.C. and
Infantry battalions will in future be of 3 years duration
only, and that all men will return home with their Unit
regardless of how long they have been overseas.
The
effect of this tour of 3 years will be to increase opera

tional efficiency, there will be no doubt or uncertainty as
to the future of the individual when he embarks for over
seas, it will simplify the movement of families and the
allotment of quarters, it will lit in with the maximum
period for which many overseas stations are suitable and
will no doubt bring many other advantages.
As a corollary to the reduction to the 3 years tour,
after 1st April, 1952, European service will no longer
count as a proportion of service towards an overseas tour.
As it is not possible to implement this at once it will
apply to all battalions going abroad on and after 1st April,
1952; battalions which have already been abroad for three
years will be brought home as soon as circumstances
permit.
J.M.H.
4.

Subscription rates: —
Officers 91- per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 51 per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.
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The advert said: 'Take a holiday at our quiet hotel, away from it all.

London Express Service
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A ColourSergeant of the 50th Foot, c. 1850

T

HE portrait reproduced
on this page w a s
evidently painted by a
miniature artist,
unaccus
tomed to drawing the full
length figure.
The face is
rather well done, while the
rest is so much out of draw
ing that it might almost be
the work of another hand.
Owing to fading, the colour
ing is no longer altogether
satisfactory, for the cuffs,
which should be blue after
1831, have become a mottled
brown, while the collar now
appears to be black. For
the rest the ColourSergeant
wears a red coat, with crim
son sash, silver buttons, white
worsted crescent fringeless
epaulettes, blue facings, and
gloves.
His trousers are
black, or Oxford mixture,
and have a red stripe. The
badge on his right sleeve is
shown in natural colours:
the crown is gold, as is the
fringe of the Union Jack;
the crossed swords have gold
hilts and silver blades; the
chevron is white. The belt
plate is of yellow metal, and
so is the swordhjlt, which
appears between the knot of
the sash and the left wrist.
He has an oilskin cover to
his cap, thus hiding the regi
mental number. The cane is
brown, and does not seem
to have anything regimental
about it. The medals shown
are the star for the Gwalior
Campaign, which the 1st Bn.
of The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment won at
Punniar; and the medal for
the Sullej Campaign of
18456, when the 50th fought
at
Moodkee,
Ferozeshah,
Aliwal and Sobraon. From
the bars on his medal it
would appear t h a t t h e
ColourSergeant was in all these battles.
The coatee shown here was replaced in 1855, during
the Crimean War, by the doublebreasted tunic.
I have to thank C. C. P. Lawson, Esq., for his assistance
in compiling this note.
PETER YOUNG, Major.

(Editor: We are indebted to the Editor of the
"Journal of the Society for Army Historical Research"
and also Major P. Young. D.S.O., M.C., of The Bedford
shire and Hertfordshire Regiment for their kind permission
which enabled us to reprint the block and text of
" A ColourSergeant of the 50th Foot.")
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Memoirs of Sergeant J. Honnor,
H.M. 50th Regiment.
[Editor—We are indebted to Major S. BaylissSmith
for the presentation of three original letters written in
India by Armourer Sergeant Jos. Honnor of H.M. 50th
Foot to his parents between 1841 and 1844. The first
of these letters is published below, and it is hoped to
print the remainder in subsequent issues of The Queen's
Own Gazette.]
Direct Jos. Honnor,
Armn. Sergeant,
" Fort William,"
H.M. 50th Regt.,
Calcutta, East Indies.
Fort William,
Calcutta for East Indies,
3rd October, 1841.
or elsewhere.
Dear Parents,
I now sit down to write a few lines, hoping they will
find you both well and in good health as they leave me
at present, thank God. The reason why 1 have not written
sooner was because I expected a letter from you, but as
J have not had one 1 now take the opportunity myself.
We had only been in Sydney about 7 weeks as I told
you before, and embarked on board the " Fcrgusson " of
London in company with two other ships, " The Marquis
of Hastings " and the " Orient" of Belfast, both going to
the Indies for cargo. We sailed on the 14th April last,
with a fair wind, the Captain of our ship acting as Com
modore of the Fleet, being the most experienced sailor
of the whole 3 Captains: after being at sea for about 3
weeks we were very near entering the mouth of the Torres
Straits when a circumstance occurred, which was very near
proving fatal to all on board.
On the night of the 26th the Captain told the sailors
on watch to keep a good look out for the great reef of
rocks called the Barrier Reef, which was about 7 miles
in circumference and just below the surface of the water.
In this part of the ocean there is a very strong current
of water, and ships are very frequently drifted out of their
course, and sometimes drift to pieces against these coral
reefs which are so prevalent in this part of the world. We
unfortunately had to experience this sad doom, but by
the providence of an all powerful God we were snatched
out of the jaws of a death which seemed at one time
almost inevitable.
About 11 o'clock on the morning of the 27th the
Captain of our ship coming up to see how things were
going on, immediately on going to the poop spied the reefs
and the great white foam surf rolling over them.
The
foresail was immediately ordered to be hauled up, but
scarce were the words out of the Captain's mouth when
she ran with great force into the centre of them. There
was an awful sensation throughout all the ship when she
made the crash on the rocks. Everyone expecting that she
would every moment go to the bottom in pieces. Some
were observed praying with great fervour, while others
were seen wringing their hands and bewailing their fate
with cries and lamentations. Immediately after she struck
it was expected she would roll over on her beam end, as
the breakers were so strong, breaking over her in all
directions, but providence had so ordered it that by so
frequently rolling from side to side she made a kind of

bed for herself and lay rather quiet for a few hours.
In the meantime blue lights and guns and muskets
were fired incessantly to warn the other ships of our
danger, and keep them from steering the same course as
we had done. They were to the windward of our ship
and observed the blue lights but could not hear the guns
and muskets. When danger appeared we hoisted the flag
of distress, and the ships came and anchored outside the
reef. A boat was despatched to tell them of the danger
we were in, when they promised us all the assistance in
their power. Afterwards the Captain of our ship went
in a boat to the other ships to arrange matters for getting
away from the wreck.
We have since heard that the
wreck has all disappeared and gone to pieces, and two
other vessels have been lost since at the same place.
On his return to the ship the boat got capsized by
the surf alongside of us. The Captain and 4 men were in
the water and no assistance could be afforded them, but
luckily the long boat was swimming astern and the
Captain and one man swam and got into it. One man
met his death by being struck by the boat, the other 2
were washed away over the reef and kept themselves above
the surface by an oar which had drifted towards them.
Luckily a small boat broke from the stern and they got
into it and were saved. Two boats came from the other
ships and took away all the women and children.
Night now began to close in upon Us, and all hearts
now began to be terribly agitated, not knowing whether
she would hold together till daylight' appeared.
About
11 o'clock she began to rock and plunge most dreadfully.
Her bottom was going to pieces and the water coming in
upon us. The pumps were kept going both by the sailors
and soldiers as well as by the officers, but all to no purpose,
for she filled up between decks.
Daylight appearing, we
fired a gun, and boats were sent to our assistance, and
we nearly all got out of her in about 2 days, after being
let down into the boats by ropes attached to the swing
ing boom and the risks of being washed away.
After
we got on board the other ships we immediately set sail
for Madras, and arrived there about 3 weeks after.
We saved no provisions and were put upon short
allowances for everything. We lost all our clothing as
well as the clothing for the Regiment, and had nothing
on our backs but what we stood upright in. We put
into " Copang " to procure provisions, but could procure
nothing but rice, fowls and some spirits. We sailed on
the 2nd May from the wreck and arrived at Madras and
were then ordered to Calcutta, the Regiment being there.
In my next letter I will give you an account of our voyage
through the Straits, as 1 am so busy at present with the
new percussion firelocks, numbering and marking them.
Give my kind love to my brothers and sisters, Mr. and
Mrs. Tulfey, and to all friends. So now I must conclude
and still remain,
Your ever affectionate son,
Joseph Honnor.
P.S. Files and tools so very dear in this place that
1 single file of 9 inches is one rupee (2/+.).
I forgot
to tell you that I have had two slight attacks of fever,
but recovered and am quite well and like the country very
much. I should like to come over and see you once more
and tell you with my tongue all that has happened since
I saw you last, but not to stop at home.
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THE REED PAPER GROUP

Wood pulp from Finland is unloaded at Aylesford Paper Mills.
This pulp is the raw material of paper.
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TOVIL MILLS
THE LONDON PAPER MILLS CO. LTD.
THE MEDWAY CORRUGATED PAPER CO. LTD.
MEDWAY PAPER SACKS LTD.
BROOKCATE INDUSTRIES LTD.
THE SOUTHERN PAPER STOCK CO. LTD.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with the motto " Snvicta."
" Vimiera," " Corunna," " Almarez," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " Punniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwal," " Sobraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" Mons," " Le Cateau," " Retreat from Mons," " Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," " La Bassee, 1914,"
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Talbot. D. E. B.. D.S.O., M.C.
Martyn, A., O.B.E.

Appointments
R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
A.A.G., War Office.
A.Q.M.G., G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
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Group, Nairobi.
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(T/Lt.Col.), H.Q., B.T.E.
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M.E. Centre, for Arab Studies.
Det. C.i.C's. Secretariat, B.A.O.R.
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Abpianaip, V. C.
Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn. S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.

G.I 11, Northern Comd.
(T/Maj.), Mons Offr. Cadet School.
H.Q., 27 Inf. Bde.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
G 2, British Forces, Hong Kong.
(T/Major), 1/R.W.K.
2/3(K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
1 /Sierra Leone Regt., W.A.
Staff College, Camberley.
1/R.W.K.
Adjt. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt.,
T.A.
1/R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
G.S.O. II (Inf.) H.Q., B.A.O.R.
G.S.O. Ill Soumaldist.
O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
Adjt., 1/R.W.K.
Boys' Bn., Tuxford Camp.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
Eaton Hall, O.C. Sch.
Adit. 4/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
1/R.W.K.
H.Q. Inf. Bde., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Staff Capt., Kuala Lumpur Garr.
G.3, H.Q., Malaya.
LIEUTENANTS

Clarke, C. S.
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K. . .
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R.
Scouller, J. A.
Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P. .
Stock, P. R.

Leigh, P. S.
Howlett, G. H. W., M.C.
Craven, C. E.
Neve, R. W.

Airborne Forces Depot.
(T/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
S.C., Soumaldist.
(T/Capt.l, 1/R.W.K.
(T/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
Malayan Basic T.C.
Adjt. Depot.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.
1/R.W.K.
2nd LIEUTENANTS
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
QUARTERMASTERS

Pond, B. A., M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E.. M.M.
Blake, A. G.. M.B.E.

(Maj.) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
(Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M. (S.I.B.) G.H.Q.,
M.E.L.F.
P.R.S., H.Q.. M.b.L.F.

Names
Thrift. K. G., O.B.E.
Allen, R. H. D., M.C., T.D.

CAPTAINS

Trumper, J. M. S. W
Thornton, A. S
Russell, H. C., M.C.. D.C.M.
Marsh, H. W

..

De Havilland, V
Miller, D. S.
Douris, I. A.
Bell, T. D
Desmond, M. F. ..
..
Mugford, N. D
Fitzpatrick, J. N
BrooksHarrington, E. W.
Mannering, L. A
Huckle, G. S
Gibbons, A.
Mott, D. H„ M.M
Jones, F. J.
Duffield, G.
Andrews, L. G.
..
Mansfield, A. P
McDowell, P. B
Ellwood, K. S
Allberry, R. F
Beaumont, S. H
Dinsdaie, J. W
Woolstencroft, D. H

..

..
..

..
..

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Regt.
P. & E.E. Pendine.
2/3 (K.), K.A.R., East Africa.
Adjt. Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin.
H.Q., S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
P.S.S, L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
Cambridge Hospital, Aldershot.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
H.Q. Northern Command.
Ass. Camp Comdt., B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
20, Families Camp, Dover.
B.A.O.R., 4.
"
H.Q. Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
14 Bn. R.A.O.C.
(T./Maj.) A.S.P.T.
T/Capt., A.P.I.U. (U.K.).
Depot Holdee.

LIEUTENANTS

Davis, B. A.
Allen, W. D.
Marshall, E. J
Trevett, A. F
Whitewood, V. F.
Crump, E. D.
..
Gray, M. H.
Wood, W. R
Elwell, H. C
Thatcher, F. W
Hatt, P. R
Thatcher, F. W

..
..

..
..

5/Malay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Wessex G.T.C.
Depot Holdee.
(2/Lt.) 1/R.W.K.
Nigeria Regt., W.A.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(2/Lt.) att. East Surrey Regt.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
6th (TT) Bn. K.A.R.
Depot Holdee.

QUARTERMASTERS

Watts, A. E„ M.B.E., T.D.
Cook, E. S
Hunt, W. G.

..

Camp Commdt., H.C.D.
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
4th Bn. Malay Regt.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash, W., M.B.E., T.D.
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL

Comd.,

Jackson, L. F. W.

4/R.W.K.

MAJORS

Stocker, J. D., M.C., T.D.
Coath, T. C.
Cocksedge, R. E. C.

Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Bird, C. W. L., T.D.
Coombes, A. H., T.D.
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.

CAPTAINS

Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.
Bobby, J.

Blum, D. E., Adjt.
Ford, A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

LIEUTENANTS

McCormack, J. D.
Nash, W. M. K.
Baker, L. B. C.
Waters, B. C. H.
Duggan, H. R.

CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.
Newman, B. J.
Pennells, H. D. A.
Lovell, F. W.

2nd LIEUTENANTS

Clemence, M. J.

QUARTERMASTER

Blake, A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.

National Service Officers
Maclay, J. N. (Lt.).
Hatwell, A. B. (2/Lt.).
Taggart, M. (a/Lt.)
Robson, T. R. J. 'a/Lt.).
BracewellMilnes, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Ferguson, H. A. L. (2/Lt.).
Snell, H. B. (a/Lt.)
Hawkins, H. C. A. (Lt.).
Evans, C. M. (a/Lt.)

White, D. R. (2/Lt.).
Thwaites, N. C. (a/Lt.)
Olilvie, J. B. (a/Lt.)
Coleman, J. S. (a/Lt.)
Reoch, D. C. D. (2/Lt.).
Fry, R. A. (a/Lt.)
Curry, A. J. (2/Lt.).
Hutchinson, C. M. H. (2/Lt.)
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Social and Personal

^Editorial

W

E are gratified to note that it is the intention of
our ColonelinChief, Her Royal Highness The
Duchess of Kent, to visit the 1st Bn. during her
tour of the Far East during the coming Autumn. She will
be accompanied by His Royal Highness The Duke of Kent
on her tour.
*

*

*

*

The 1st Bn. has returned to its former station, and its
address is again: —
Erskine Camp, Kuala Kubu Bharu, Malaya.
*

*

*

*

A telegram was despatched to The Kent Regiment of
Canada on 1st July to commemorate their 150th birthday
anniversary, couched as follows: —
" All Ranks The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment send warmest greetings and best wishes
on the occasion of your Hundred and Fiftieth
Anniversary."
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REUNION—Sunday, 20th July, 1952
Have you ordered your

BUFFET LUNCH TICKET?
(Full details will be found on page 165)
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REGIMENTAL NOTEPAPER—
A limited quantity of exceptionally attractive Regi
mental crested notepaper and crested envelopes to match
may be obtained from P.M.C., Depot, by serving and ex
members of the Regiment.
The crest is embossed and raised on both paper and
envelopes, which are of Crown azure bond, super quality.
It is considered that this Regimental notepaper may
appeal particularly to Officers on E.R.E. and Staff appoint
ments.
Price, including postage: —
Pads 7ins. x 5fins. 4/4jd. post free.
Envelopes
2/24d. post free.
*

*

*

W

E were delighted to receive a visit from Brigadier
N. 1. Whitty, D.S.O., who has flown home from
Southern Rhodesia with Mrs. Whitty to spend a
few months in this country and to attend the various
Regimental functions.
*

*

*

*

The entries recorded in the Colonel of the Regiment's
Calling Book since We last went to press look rather
forlorn: they are limited to Lt.Colonel A. Howe and Lt.
E. J. Marshall.
The visit of Lt.Colonel Howe was a social one, and
that of Mr. Marshall was on the occasion of his return
from E.R.E. in the B.A.O.R. He is now on leave prepara
tory to sailing to join the 1st Batt.
*

*

*

*

The main social news of the past month has been
connected with the annual Regimental functions—all fully
reported on elsewhere in this issue.
*

*

*

*

We congratulate Major H. B. H. Waring on attaining
his majority. We have been prevented from publishing the
fact under the " London Gazette " heading, as the printers
have already setup that information and it is nearing the
time to go to press.
*

*

*

*

In a letter to Major Moss, Capt. Allberry reports that
he is fit again after his spell in Millbank Hospital. He has
expressed his intention of visiting the Depot in the near
future.
*

*

*

*

Lt.Colonel D. W. Jackson informs us that he has
exchanged his'p a r a c hute f Q r maps. He has now taken up
an appointment as A.A. & Q.M.G. (Plans) at H.Q., B.T.E.
*

*

*

*

Maor W. C. D. Crumplin, writing from B.E.T.F.O.R.
to express his regret at not being able to attend the Regi
mental Dinner tells us that Major "Joe" Hartlcnd, now N.
Staffs., who served with The Queen's Own in North Africa
and Italy, sends his best wishes. We have been obliged to
" cut " his letter on the grounds of security.
*

*

*

*

*

REGIMENTAL CHRISTMAS CARD, 1952
The subject matter of the card for 1952 is a most
attractive coloured reproduction of a picture of an officer
of ithe 50th Foot, circa 1850. The size of the card will
be 6iins. x 5ins.: Regimental Crest and greetings are inside.
The cost of the card will be one shilling and twopence
(1/2) post free.
The printers require a firm order by mid July in order
to get overseas orders despatched in time. Orders for
cards, therefore, must reach us immediately.
Cheques and postal orders should be made payable
to the Honorary Treasurer, "The Queen's Own Gazette,"
crossed " & Co."

*

163

*
*
*
CAR BADGES

A fresh stock has been ordered.
If you have not
already ordered one. NOW is the time to do so.
The cost is 30/6, post free.
Cheques and Postal
Orders should accompany the order and be made payable
to " The Editor. The Queen's Own Gazette."

Captain John L. H. Slade, writing from Sungei Siput
North Police Station, informs us that he is back on normal
police duties for a while, having spent some time running
a Police Jungle Coy. He goes on to say "The Battalion is
doing magnificently out here, and has every right to be
proud of itself. Unfortunately, I have only so far had an
opportunuity to drop in once—and that only for a few
moments.
" On my next leave—in two years' time—1 hope to
travel clown through the Indonesian Archipelago to join
my wife in New Zealand. Needless to say, 1 hope to look
up the Regimental connections while there. That means I
shall not see England again before 1957 or 8, when I try
'to get extended leave to motor there across Siam, Burma.
India and the Middle East and Europe. Both journeys
should be interesting, but much naturally depends on the
whereabouts of the Iron Curtain for the latter. Also on
the completion of the proposed Siam to Burma road! That
journey or leave realised, I am looking forward to visiting
H.Q. again, and particularly to visiting the Regimental
Museum."
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THE REGIMENTAL DINNER
The Regimental Dinner was held at the Junior United
Service Club, on Wednesday, the 25th June. The Colonel
of the Regiment, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E..
presided. 90 officers were present.

LIST OF OFFICERS PRESENT
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.,

Colonel of the Regiment.
Ambrose, Capt, W. G. R.
Archer, Maj. M. G. M., M.C.

Loveless, Maj. E. B., T.D.
Lovell, F. W., Esq.
Macmillan, Capt. I. A.
Battye, Maj. C. F., M.C.
BonhamCarter, Gen. Sir Charles, Macmillan, Capt. H. A.
Manners, Maj D. C. J.
G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.
Marshall, E. J., Esq.
Bredon, Maj. A. S.
Mines, Maj. R. C. E., M.B.E.
Brock, Maj. J. H.
Moss, Maj. R. E.
Brown, Brig. H. S., M.C., T.D.
Mothersole, Lt.Col. D. H.
Buckland, I. S„ Esq.
Burke, Capt. R. A., M.C.
Nash. Col. W., M.B.E., T.D.
Butler, Maj. R., M.B.E., M.C.
Neve, R. W., Esq.
Newman, B. J., Esq.
Christofas, Lt.Col. K. C., M.B.E.
Norton, J. D., Esq.
Clay, Col. B. L. O.B.E.
Cocksedge, Maj. R. E. C.
Palmer, Col. W. V.
Coombe, Maj. H. D.
Pardington, Lt.Col. G. E. L.,
Coombes, Maj. A. H., T.D.
M.B.E., T.D.
Coyle, Capt. N. H„ T.D.
Peploe, Col. H., D.S.O.
Craven, Lt.Col. C. E. P., O.B.E.
Pond, Maj. B. A., M.B.E.
Dearing, Lt.Col., F. J., T.D.
Reitchell, Maj. J., T.D.
Dowse, Maj. R. K.
Reoch, R. C. D„ Esq.
Duffield, Capt. G. W.
Riddell, Brig. R. A., C.B.E., A.D.C.
Duggan, Major H. B., T.D.
Rooke, Lt.Col. D. B., M.C
Duggan, H. R., Esq.
Scott,
Lt.Col. H. E.
Durtnell, Lt.Col.. C. S., O.B.E.
Scouller, J. A., Esq.
Eason, Lt.Col. A. A.
Senior. Capt. J. G.
Edwards, Lt.Col. H. N., M.B.E.
Sharpin. Lt.Col. E. A.
Elmslie, Maj. N. S. C.
Shaw. Maj. P. E. M.
Smith, Maj. S. B.
Ficzpatrlck, Capt. J. N.
Snelgrove, Maj. J. S. N.
Franklin, Capt. A. W.
Stanyon, Maj. T. T. W.
Glynn, Maj. S. F. H.
Stocker, Maj. J. D., M.C., T.D.
Gregson, M. D. A. Esq.
Stoneham, Maj. B. J. R.
Grove, Maj M. R. L., M.C.
Styles. Lt.Col. H. W.
Hall. P. R., Esq.
Talbot, Col. D. E. B., D.S.O., M.C.
Hancock, Col. P. H.
Tong, Lt.Col. R. P., O.B.E.
Hibbert, Brig. O. Y., D.S.O., M.C.
Travel's, Lt.Col. R. L., O.B.E.
Hitchins, Col. C. F., D.S.O.
Turner, Maj. P. R. H.
Ingham, Brig. G.

Waring, Maj. A. R. H., T.D.
Warner, Lt.Col. J. K.. M.C , T.D.
Watkins, M. D. C., Esq.
Whitty. Brig. N. I., D.S.O.
Williams, Lt.Col. L. M. C.. T.D.
Kenyon, Maj. T., T.D.
WingfleldStratford, Col. G. £..
Knox, Lt.Col. A. D. C.
C.B.E., M.C.
Wood, Capt. D. W. J.
Lees, Lt.Col, R. M.
LewisBarned, Maj. De S. H., M.C. Wood. W. R., Esq.
Young, R. N., Esq.
Love, Maj. R.

Jackson, Lt.Col., L. F. W.
James, Capt. R. A., M.C.
Johnson, Capt. H. P.

A telegram of good wishes was received from the
Canterbury Regiment of New Zealand.



"AT HOME"
The "At Home." was held at the Savoy Hotel, on
Wednesday, the 25th June.
Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent, C.I.,
G.C.V.O., G.B.E., ColonelinChief, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, was present, attended by the
Lady Rachael Davidson.
Those who attended were:

MajorGeneral and Mrs. Oliver
Capt. and Mrs. Ambrose

Lt.Col. and Mrs. Lees

Maj., Mrs. and Miss LewisBarned
Gen. Sir Charles and Lady
BonhamCarter
Maj.. Mrs. and Miss Bredon
Maj. and Mrs. Brock
Mrs. Brounlie
Brig, and Mrs. Brown
Mrs. Bryan
Maj. and Mrs. Butler
Col. and Mrs. Clay
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Coe
Mr. and Mrs. Coldstream
Maj. and Mrs. Coombes
Mrs. Daniell
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Dearing
Maj. and Mrs. Dowse
Capt. and Mrs. Duffield
Lt.Col. Mrs. and Mr. Durtnell
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Eason
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Edwards

Maj. and Mrs. Mines
Maj. Sir Walter Monckton
Maj. and Mrs. Moss
Col. and Mrs. Nash
R. W. Neve, Esq., Mrs. Tinsley
and Miss Neve
Mr. and Mrs. Newman
Mrs. E. H. Norman
Col. W. Palmer
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Pardington
Col. and Mrs. Peploe
Maj.. Mrs. and Miss Pond
Maj. and Mrs. Pelham Reid,
with Mr. and Mrs. Keane
Brig., Mrs. and the Misses Riddell
Mrs. Wilfred Rowe
Mrs. P. M. Robinson
Lt.Col., Mrs. and Miss Sharpin
Maj. and Miss Snelgrove
Maj. and Mrs. Stoneham

Maj. and Mrs. Grove
Col. F. H. Hancock
P. R. Hall. Esq.
Brig, and Mrs. Hibbert

Col. and Mrs. Talbot
Lt.Col. Travel's

Lt.Col. L. F. W. Jackson
Capt. James and Mrs. James
Mrs. C. II. Keenlyside
Mrs. Guy Keenlyside
Brig, and Mrs. Latham and
Miss Howlett

Maj. and Mrs. A. R. H. Waring
Maj. and Mrs. Warner
Maj. and Mrs. H. B. H. White
Brig, and Mrs. Whitty
R. N. Young, Esq., and Mrs.
Y oung

*

LETTERS

TO

—

THE

EDITOR

Bewsbury Cross Lane,
Whitfield, Dover, Kent.
Dear Sir,
29/6/52.
I have not been able to work since 1947 owing to
illhealth. Is it possible for someone to convey my kind
regards to the Old Comrades of the 8th Bn., also A Coy.
of the 5th N.D.C. in which I served.
Trusting that all will spend a happy time and the
weather remains good as usual on that day.
Yours faithfully,
W. Ashdown.
Life Member, No. A/52.
26, St. Andrew's Road,
London, W.3.
Dear Sir,
22nd June, 1952.
Enclosed are two photographs taken at Knightsbridge
Cemetery, North Africa. I do not know if the families
concerned have a photo of their loved one's graves or not,
but I would like to say this, that they are well looked after
at all times. So if you would make the necessary enquiries
I would be most grateful.
Yours sincerely,
Sgt.Inst. Lewis, W.,
A.P.T.C.
The Editor holds one of the snapshots and negative of the
grave of No. 534684, Pte. P. W. Thomas, and would
be grateful if anyone can inform him of any known
relatives so that they can be forwarded to them.
The other snapshot and negative have been
passed to 97th Fd. Regt., R.A,
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14th ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERVICE PARADE, 20th JULY, 1952
11.00 a.m.—Parade

T

HE " Fall In" will be sounded. All ranks will
form up in Close Column of Bns. in line facing
south.
Officers will parade with their respective Units. The
Senior Officer will take command.
Members who have served in more than one will
decide with which Unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding the Regimental Depot will
Command the Parade.
<
Prior to the parade marching oft' the Colonel of the
Regiment will present the M.S.M. to Mr. E. Rogers.

11.15 a.m.—March Off
The Parade, headed by the Band, will move in
column of route, order as above. Route: Sandling Road,
Week Street, High Street, Mill Street, to All Saints' Church.

11.30 a.m.—Arrival at Church
On arrival at Church, Standard Bearers, Depot, 2nd
Bn., 5th Bn., 7th Bn., 11th Bn. and Home Guard will
enter the Church by the North entrance and will be con
ducted to their seats on that side of the Church. The
remaining Units will enter the Church by the South en
trance and will occupy seats on that side of the Church.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone, and
members of the Corporation, will be attending the Service.
Branch standard bearers will form up in pairs be
hind the font, leaving room for the Mayor's Procession
to pass, and will move up to the Altar when the Vicar
will receive the Standards and place them near the Altar.
Standards will be returned to the bearers in reverse
order on completion of the Service.
Front seats will be reserved for the Mayor of Maid
stone and party, for ladies and officers in uniform.
Ladies wishing to attend the service at All Saints'
Church, should proceed independently.

Parade Outside Church in Mill Street
After the service, members are requested to leave the
church commencing from the front pew, and return to
Mill Street by the same route as they entered.
The Band and markers will be in position in Mill
Street, and Units will form up in column of "threes" in
reverse order of march facing High Street.

March Off
Route: Mill Street, High Street, Pudding Lane,
Museum Street, and then to Brenchley Gardens.
On arrival at Brenchley Gardens the Parade will be
led by guides to form three sides of a square, facing the
Regimental Cenotaph
Units will halt and turn inwards
in " threes" and stand at ease.
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone, and
members of the Corporation will be in attendance
The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will call

the Parade to " Attention." The " Last Post" will be
sounded, a two minute silence observed, followed by
" Reveille." Wreaths will then be laid on the Regimental
Cenotaph.
At the conclusion of the Service, Units will march off
led by a guide to Station Road, where the Band will be
formed up ready to return to Barracks via Sandling Road.

March Past
On arrival in Barracks the Colonel of the Regiment,
MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., will take the
Salute on the Barracks Square at the near corner of the
Officers' Mess.
The Officer Commanding each Bn. will give the com
mand " Eyes Right," and he alone will salute or remove
his headdress.

Meals
A buffet lunch will be provided in the New Gymnasium
at a cost of 4/9 per head. Members are requested to notify
their requirements to their local Branch Representatives.
Tickets may also be obtained on application to: The Hon.
Secretary, Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Cash should accompany the order. No applications for
tickets will be considered after Monday, the 14th July, 1952.
TEA.—A buffet tea will be available from 3.30 p.m., in
the Old Gymnasium, at moderate prices.

3 p.m.—Standard Bearers' Competition
The Standard Bearers' Competition
3 p.m., on the Back Field. Points will
cleanliness of equipment and Standard
Standard Bearers, less their escort
either side of the Saluting Base.

will take place at
be allotted for the
Bearer Drill.
will form up on

Music
The Band will play on the Back Field during the
afternoon.

Amusements
SHOOTING.—There will be an InterBranch Small Bore
Rifle Competition on the 25 yards open range (in rear of
the miniature range), commencing at 3 p.m.
Branch teams to consist of four men. Ten rounds
each will be fired on the " Roberts " target, two sighters
will be allowed. Entrance fee: one shilling per team.
A silver cup will be presented to the winning team,
which it is hoped will be competed for annually.
Commencing at 3 p.m. a small bore competition will
be held in the miniature range. Prizes will be awarded for
Ladies, Gentlemen and Juveniles under 14 years.
P.T. DISPLAY.—Two P.T. displays will be given com
mencing at 3.30 p.m., one by members of the Permanent
Staff and another by Recruits in their second week of
training.
CHILDREN'S RACES.—These will be organized during
the course of the afternoon.
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Honours and Awards
Lt. I. A. Macmillan (E.C.12199) now Capt. (366387) R.W.K.
awarded Efficiency Medal (Territorial), 23rd May,
1952.
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) V. A. J. Hart (284575) awarded 1st Clasp
to the Efficiency Medal (Territorial), 20th June, 1952

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY
Lt. S. R. O R. Shearburn (375954) to be Capt., 7th
May, 1952.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
The

notification regarding Lt. P. W. Puddifoot
(276892) in Gazette Supplement, dated 6th May,
1952, is cancelled.

SHORT SERVICE REGULAR COMMISSIONS
2/Lt. P. R. Hatt (413076) to be Lt., 8th June, 1952.
2/Lt. W. R. Wood (413400) to be Lt.. 18th June, 1952.
Lt. R. P. Hickman (360454) A.C.C. (late R.W.K.) to
be Capt., 13th April, 1952.

NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
22585749 Cadet John David Lincoln (421962) to be
2/Lt., 5th April, 1952.
22588674 Cadet Robin John Byrne Chapman (422246)
to be 2/Lt., 26th April, 1952.
22592109 Cadet Roderic Neil Young to be 2/Lt., 26th
April, 1952.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
2/Lt. D. C. Munn (385958) to be Lt., 21st August,
1952.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
2/Lt. (acting Lt.) F. W. Lovell (390917) to be Lt., 17th
May, 1952, with seniority 18th June, 1950.
2/Lt. H. R. Duggan (400170) is granted the acting
rank of Lt., 4th January, 1951.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
2/Lt. C. M. Evans (410472) is granted the acting rank
of Lt., 6th December, 1951.
2/Lt. T. J. R. Robson (410260) is granted the acting
rank of Lt., 7th January, 1952.
2/Lt. J. S. Coleman (411365) is granted the acting rank
of Lt., 17th April, 1952.
2/Lt. J. S. Coleman (411365) from Buffs, to be 2/Lt.,
1st February, 1952, retaining his present seniority.
2/Lt. H. B. Snell (410794) is granted the acting rank
of Lt., 10th February, 1952.
2/Lt. M. G. Thwaites (411231) is granted the acting
rank of Lt., 28th February, 1952.

JOIN THE HOME GUARD!
Many of you will have heard the broadcast appeal by Field
Marshal Sir William Slim in which he explained how necessary it was
for those eligible to join.
Exmembers of the Regiment who have not already done so are
particularly requested to enrol in their local battalion.
All the Battalions in West Kent are affiliated to The Queen's Own,
so those who enrol will, in a sense, be rejoining their own Regiment.
There are battalions in Maidstone, Rochester, Chatham, Gravesend,
Dartford, Sevenoaks, Tollbridge,Tunbridge Wells, Mailing, Edenbridge,
Bromley, and in all parts of the Regimental Recruiting Area.
If you are in any doubt as to the location of your nearest Home
Guard Heajquarters, apply to the Editor who will give you all
particulars.
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
Cutting from the "South Eastern Gazette": —
MILITARY HISTORIANS IMPRESSED BY
ROYAL WEST KENTS' MUSEUM

M

EMBERS of the Military Historical Society
who visited Maidstone, on Saturday, went
back to London firmly of the opinion that The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment has one of
the best collections of relics they have seen.

ing Brig. N. I. Whitty, D.S.O., who has completed the long
journey from South Africa to be present at the Regimental
Dinner and the Annual Reunion. He expressed his admira
tion and hopes to revisit the Museum on the 20th July.
Our thanks are extended to the following for their very
welcome gifts: —
Mr. Leonard Smith
gramme, 1867.

(Australia)—Theatre Bill Pro

ExC/Sgt. Payne, 4th Bn.—W.O.'s Sash.

In company with Maj. R. Love (Curator) they
spent the morning at the Regimental Museum at
Maidstone Barracks, and made much expert comment
on the exhibits. So much so that Maj. Love has been
enabled to date more closely a number of badges and
items of headgear from days gone by.

This

There was some discussion whether the White
Horse on two shako hats was not in fact the Hanoverian
horse. But the experts finally thought the horse was
more likely to be the genuine Kent article.

Maj.Gen. G. J. Farmer, C.B., C.M.G.—Picture of 50th
Colours, 1848; picture of Sikh Colours, 18456.

BADGE WAS RUSSIAN
What was thought to be a German headpiece
badge from the first world war has been reclassified as
Russian and of Crimea War date, as a result of scrutiny
by a member of the party.

Col. C. F. Hitchins, D.S.O.—Photograph and framed
telegram.
Misses Joselin—3
Medals.

Silver

Cups, 3

Miniature

Maj. H. B. H. White, D.S.O.—Mess Wellingtons and
Officer's Sash.

Ian Harrison, Esq.—Badges and Photographs.
Mr. A. Palmer—Rare George Coin, 1701.
Sgts. Manten and Collingwood—Sets of Collar Badges.
L. R. A. Grove, Esq., Curator, Maidstone Museum—
The lock from the door of the Commanderin
Chief's house in the Crimea, 1854 (Lord Raglan).
(This is a wonderful lock and has got to be seen
to be believed).
Austrian machine gun belt.
Sewartzlose gun, 1918.
German ammunition
pouch, 1917.

The Society's President, Lt.Gen. Sir Adrian Carton
de Wiart, V.C., who normally accompanies visits, was
not present on this occasion, but among the members
was Mr. Ernest Martin (Hon. Secretary), and Mr. W.
Carman, who is Editor of their journal and an expert
from the Imperial War Museum, Lambeth.

Lt.Col. R. DonovanJackson, O.B.E.—An illustrated
book on the Indian Army (text and illustrations
by himself).

After lunch, the party visited the Borough Museum,
where they were welcomed by the Curator, Mr. L. R. A.
Grove.

C. M. Harman, Esq.—A muchprized photograph of
his son, L/Cpl. Harmer, V.C., who won his award
in Burma whilst serving with the 4th Bn.

There they saw further items of military interest,
before proceeding to the Carriage Museum, and the
Parish Church.
At All Saints' they inspected the colours of the
West Kent Regiment, which hang above the nave.
*

*

*

This month we have received many valuable and
interesting gifts for our museum, namely, a silver cup for
polo and rowing, won by the Regiment in Hong Kong, 1906,
various old letters, circa 184144, and a Theatre Bill, 1867,
advertising a show given by the Officers of the 50th in
which Capt. Fyler took a leading part. This last mentioned
exhibit was sent from Australia. We are indebted to Maj.
H. B. H. White, D.S.O., for a pair of Mess Wellingtons
and an Officer's Sash, so now " Capt. Smart," our stuffed
martinet, is properly dressed.
We are hoping to obtain, on loan, a few Regimental
exhibits from the Curator of the Maidstone Museum, and
with some other expected items we hope to have the lot on
show on Reunion Day.
Apart from the visit of the Military Historians men
tioned above, we have been visited by many others, includ

WANTED
An Officer's khaki drill tunic as worn in India.
A " Regimental " Medal as issued by the 50th Foot.
This is in the form of a Maltese cross with " 50"
in the centre and inscribed with four battle
honours.

MAIDSTONE'S

SAFEST

MILK!!

(plmvwse q Ten Daiiies, Ltd.

1 9 , LOWER S T O N E ST., M A I D S T O N E
Telephone 2610

PASTEURISED MILK
TUBERCULIN TESTED
(Farm Bottled)

MILK
32, THE BROADWAY,
T G , D 9fiT l ? N E

~

a"d

WEST MALLING
3t

Te,: WeSt Mollin9

3101
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REGIMENTAL CRICKET

S

O far this season, two Regimental cricket matches
have been played. In the first of these, on May 17th,
the Regiment played The Mote on their ground.
Batting first,
they made an excellent start, thanks to
T. Osborne and J. Pocock, who batted extremely well. The
remainder of their batting, however, collapsed, thanks to
some excellent slow spin bowling by Col. Defrates and
2/Lt. Jackson, who took five wickets each. Pte. Heatley
kept wicket splendidly for us.
WHen we batted, we made a bad start, losing the first
two wickets for three runs. However, a good stand then
took place between B. H. Valentine and Pte. Heatley,
which raised the score considerably. Valentine's innings
was, as always, extremely good. Another collapse then
took place, but a stand between Col. Defrates and Lt.
Scouller took the score along comfortably. The match
eventually was drawn.
The second match took place against The Buffs, at
Canterbury. Batting first, we soon had fifty on the board
for the loss of one wicket, thanks to Maj. Manners, who
scored 52, and Pte. Heatley, who made 30. Soon after
wards we collapsed in the face of some good spin by Maj.
Collins and were all out for 113.
The Buffs collapsed to our fast bowlers—Maj. Manners
and Sgt. Carver. These two bowled unchanged and took
five wickets each. They were all out soon after for 58.
SCORES
May 17th: " The Queen's Own " v. The Mote—Drawn.
The Mote
J. Larking, l.b.w., b. Defrates
24
T. Osborne, b. Defrates
43
J. Pocock, c. and b. Jackson
68
R. Harland, c. Heatley, b. Defrates
8
R. Barcley, l.b.w., b. Defrates
4
J. Charlton, c. Defrates, b. Jackson
1
D. Gulland, st. Heatley, b. Jackson
20
J. Godfrey, c. Defrates, b. Jackson
0
S. Kitchen, c. Hurst, b. Jackson
13
K. Goodwin, l.b.w., b. Defrates
4
C. Horton, not out
4
Extras
4
Total

193

Col. Defrates, 5 for 61; 2/Lt. Jackson, 5 for 53.
" The Queen's Own
L/Cpl. Weller, c. Osborne, b. Goodwin
Pte. Heatley, b. Godfrey
B. C. Phillips, c. Osborne, b. Kitchen
B. H. Valentine, c. Osborne, b. Goodwin . . . .
Col. G. Defrates, c. Goodwin, b. Larking
L/Cpl. Taylor, c. Osborne, b. Goodwin
Lt. Scouller, not out
2/Lt. Jackson, st. Osborne, b. Larking
Cpl. Small, b. Larking
Pte. Wakefield, st. Osborne, b. Larking
L/Cpl. Hurst, did not bat
Extras
Total (for 9 wickets)
J. Larking, 4 for 53; K. Goodwin, 3 for 43,

0
20
0
40
41
1
38
9
0
4
5
158

June 27th, " The Queen's Own " v. The Buffs—Won
by 55.
"The Queen's Own"
G. Watlers, l.b.w., b. West
0
Pte. Heatley, c. West, b. Thorneycroft
30
Maj. Manners, c. West, b. Thorneycroft . . . . 52
Maj. Turner, c. and b. Collins
0
Lt. Scouller, c. MacDonald, b. Collins
2
Capt. Burke, hit wicket, b. Collins
0
L/Cpl. Wood, b. Collins
17
S/Sgt. Robertson, l.b.w., b. Collins
1
R. Coe, st. Morgan, b. Collins
3
Sgt. Carver, c. MacDonald, b. Thorneycroft . . 4
Pte. Wilson, not out
2
Extras

2
Total

113

Maj. Collins, 6 for 46.
The Buffs
Lt.Col. Jelf, b. Manners
1
Maj. Morgan, c. Wood, b. Manners
1
Capt. Thorneycroft, l.b.w., b. Carver
4
Maj. Collins, not out
33
Pte. Florence, b. Carver
0
Lt. West, c. Manners, b. Carver
0
Maj. Wills, b. Carver
5
Maj. Lewis, b. Manners
10
2/Lt. Gibbons, b. Manners
0
Capt. Macdonald, B. Carver
1
Pte. Hollingsworth, c. Heatley, b. Manners . . 2
Extras
1
Total

58

Maj. Manners, 5 for 35: Sgt. Carver, 5 for 22.
4

BIRTHS,

MARRIAGES

AND

DEATHS

BIRTH
FYLER.—On 23rd June, 1952, in Hong Kong, to Anthea
(nee Stratton) wife of Lt.Col. A. R. Fyler, Q.O.R.W.K.
Regt.—a son.

DEATH
LANDEN.—At Lewisham, on 10th June, 1952. Mr. M.
Landen, late of this Regiment.
Mr. Landen served in The Queen's Own under
No. 2224, from 8th December, 1880, until 7th Decem
ber, 1892, and was in possession of the Egyptian
Medal, 1882, and Bronze Star, 1884/5 A He attained
the age of 88 years.
We wish to place on record our sympathy with
the relatives of the deceased.
4.

FORTHCOMING
17th18th July ..
18th July
....
19th25th July . .
20th July
....
13th September .

EVENTS

Regimental Golf Meeting—Littlestone.
4th Bn. July Ball, Tudor House, Bearsted.
Tent, Maidstone Cricket Week.
Reunion, The Barracks, Maidstone.
London Branch Social — London
REGIMENTAL CRICKET
The following matches have been arranged for this season:—
July 26th & 27th
Versus QUEEN'S — Away, Guildford.
August 14th .. V e r s u s OLD SUTTONIANS — Away, Sutton Valence.
August 23rd
..
Versus BABES — Home, Maidstone.
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BATTALION

T

HE last month has
seen the Bn. a mass
of seething activity.
We have enjoyed or suffered
the Bn. rifle meeting, the
swimming meeting, the
Queen's Birthday Parade,
the annual inspection, a
drumhead service and the
move back to Kuala Kubu
Bharu.
In addition, the
sportsmen of the Bn. have
all been active in their
respective spheres.
Most
of the activities are recorded
elsewhere in these notes in
detail.
The Bn. is now deployed
rather differently. Bn. H.Q.
and H.Q. Coy. are still at
K.K.B., with B Coy. acting
as framework coy. and Sp.
Coy. in reserve. C Coy.
have remained at Wardieburn Camp as has also the Q.M.
D Coy. are at Rawang and A Coy. are out in the wilder
ness at Batang Berjuntai, where every approach is along
a twovehicle road. We are confident that the new areas
will yield as many bandits as the old. It is now only a
question of waiting to see who claims the bottle of cham
pagne offered by the C.O. to the first Coy. off the mark
again.
Visitors to the Bn. have been the C.inC., F.A.R.E.L.F.,
Lt.Gen. Keightley (this visit we are led to believe was
not prompted by Maj. Crook), the G.O.C., South Malaya
District, Maj.Gen. Le C. M. Perowne, C.B.E., and Brig.
W. H. Lambert, C.B.E. On June 4th, His Excellency the
High Commissioner, Sir Gerald Templer, was the principal
guest at a dinner night in the Officers' Mess. We are, we
believe, the first infantry Bn. in Malaya to entertain the
High Commissioner.
Lastly, we must record our pleasure on hearing the
^ews that our ColonolinChief will be! vjsiting us in
Malaya. This came as a complete surprise to the Bn.
and will provide a talking point for many months to come.
SWIMMING
In the last week of retraining a Bn. Swimming Gala
was held at H.Q. Malaya Bath. The finals were swum
on Friday, 13th June, and despite the date there were no
unfortunate incidents. A very high standard of swim
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Battalions :
ming and diving was obtained. Pte. Dards (H.Q.) deserves
particular mention for his swimming—he won two events
and came second in the diving; with further training he
should go a long way in the Malayan Championships.
Sgt. Jennings (H.Q.) also deserves mention for his diving,
which he won in convincing style.
H.Q. (X) easily won the InterCoy. Shield with 58
points; runnersup being Sp. Coy., with 334 points.
At the end of the Gala there was an Officers' versus
Sergeants' water polo match, the Sgts. won 32. Fouls
were frequent on both sides !
Prizes were presented by Brig. W. H. Lambert, C.B.E.,
Comd., 18 Inf. Bde., after which tea was served in the
N.A.A.F.I. to all competitors and spectators.
RESULTS
25 yds. Free—
1st, Pte. Dards (H.Q.), 14.3 sees.
2nd, Pte. Brown (B)
25 yds. Breast—
1st, Pte. Gissing (H.Q.), 20.3 sees.
2nd, Pte. Allen (Sp.)
100 yds. Free—
1st, Pte. Dards (H.Q.), 1 min. 27 sees.
2nd, Pte. Cummings (H.Q.)
Diving—
1st, Sgt. Jennings (H.Q.)
2nd, Pte. Dards (H.Q.)
4 x 25 yds. Relay—
1st, H.Q. (X) Coy., 1 min. 4.5 sees.
2nd, H.Q. (Y) Coy.
25 yds. Back—
1st, Pte. Kirby (H.Q.) 19.6 sees.
2nd, Pte. Bates (Sp.), Pte. Shepperd (H.Q.)
Plunge—
1st, Pte. Kirby (H.Q.)
2nd, Pte. Pearce (B)
Medley Relay—
1st, Sp. Coy., 1 min. 13.3 sees.
2nd, H.Q. (X) Coy.
InterCoy. Shield—
1st, H.Q. (X)
2nd, Sp. Coy
3rd, H.Q. (Y)
4th, B Coy
5th, C Coy

58
334
314
22
18

pts.
pts.
Pts.

pts.
pts.

It is hoped to have galas with other Units in Malaya
and also to enter for the Malaya Championships.
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BATTALION RIFLE MEETING, 1952

The Bn. Rifle Meeting was held at Batu Caves Rifle
Range, near Kuala Lumpur, on 9th, 10th, 11th June, 1952.
The meeting was based on the matches to be fired
with the rifle, L.M.G. and Sten in the 18 Bde. and Malaya
Rifle Meeting in July.
Unfortunately it was not possible for all Coys to
practice these matches owing to the prior claims of classifica
tion shooting during retraining. A and D Coys, were at
Penang, but were permitted to enter teams, except in the
Falling Plate Competition. Their results were phoned
through in time to place their scores before the prizegiving.
The results of the various matches are given below, where
it may be seen that Sp. Coy. were worthy winners of the
InterCoy. Trophy. In the Visitors' Falling Plate Com
petition, 1 Suffolk beat 1 Worcs. by approximately onefifth
second, but were then defeated by the Bn. team in a
challenge shoot. The prizes were presented by Lady
Lockhart, wife of the D.D. of Ops. These were the 1st Bn.
shooting trophies and Selangor pewter beer tankards which
the winners were able to fill with the prize money included.
After presented the prizes, Lady Lockhart and the
visitors were entertained in the Sgts'. Mess tent and later
to lunch with the Officers.
RESULTS
INDIVIDUAL RIFLE—
Class "A": Winner, Sgt. Henden
Class " B " : Winner, Sgt. Pluck.
Class "C": Winner, Pte. O'Neil
Class " A": 2nd, C.S.M. Boorer
Class " B ": 2nd, Pte. Lewis
Class " C " : 2nd, Pte. Bell
Class "A": 3rd, Maj. Upton (Penang)
Class " B " : 3rd, Cpl. Healey (Penang)
Class " C ": 3rd, Pte. Baker
Best Sgt.: Sgt. Henden
Best Cpl.: Sgt. Pluck
Best Pte.: Pte. O'Neil
Wooden Spoon: Sgt. Heyfron
Nonteam Individual:

Pte. Bates.

INTERCOY. RIFLE—
Winners, Sp. Co.
Runnersup, B Coy.
INDIVIDUAL BREN—
Winning pair: Pte. Searles, Pte. Lloyd
Second pair: Pte. Burford, Pte. Wratten
INTERCOY. BREN—
Winner, A. Coy.
Runnersup, Sp. Coy.
INDIVIDUAL STEN—
Winner, Sgt. Pluck
2nd, Pte. Hyde
3rd, Pte. Phillpott (Penang)
INTERCOY. STEN—
Winner, Sp. Coy.
2nd, A Coy.
INTERCOY. FALLING PLATE—
Winners, H.Q. Coy., 2nd team
Runnersup, Sp. Coy., 2nd team

VISITORS' FALLING PLATE—
Winners, 1 Suffolks
Runnersup, 1 Worcesters
FALLING PLATE CHALLENGE—
Winners, 1 Queen's Own
Runnersup, 1 Suffolks
OFFICERS' V. SERGEANTS' CUP—
Winners, Sergeants
INTERCOY. SHIELD—
Won by Sp. Coy.

" A " COMPANY
This month saw the Coy. move to Penang for the last
fortnight of their retraining.
With D Coy., we arrived at Minden Barracks in three
parties, the advance party, the Queen's Birthday Parade
party, and the socalled main party, which was, in fact,
comparatively small.
Two days after our arrival the Queen's Birthday was
celebrated with a parade in which various detachments of
the Services took part. A and D Coys, contributed a con
tingent of one officer and sixty men. The parade, which
included the playing of the Regimental March, was entirely
successful.
Our main occupation at Penang is shooting, in fact,
where that is concerned we hardly know whether we arc
on our foresights or our butt traps. During our fortnight
we have had to fire our Bn. Rifle Meeting practices and
classify as well.
The results of the Bn. Rifle Meeting show that we came
first in the Bren and second in the Sten Competition. We
congratulate Pte. Philpott on coming third in the Individual
Sten Competition, and Sp. Coy. on winning the Competition.
To compensate range work, there are the barracks,
which are palatial and cool, in pleasant surroundings, with
a swimming pool very close at hand, and the Junior Officers
are getting plenty of service in at the Swimming Club.
On Sundays, the 8th and 15th, several trucks contain
ing men, rations, beer and the charwallah proceeded as
fast as they could, which, because of the Malay drivers,
was pretty snaillike to the average European's idea of
paradise, when he's in Europe—otherwise known as the
11th mile.
Here we had a day's swimming and sunning. The
Sgt.Major produced a curry which was prodigious for its
size and heat, so much so that the Coy. Comd. forebade
anyone who had partaken of it to swim for at least an
hour, which was a fair one considering the ballast we were
carrying.
We have now only a week until we return to operations.
The scene for these is Batang Bajuntai, a pleasant little
place, with a good allround view of swamp and the
propect of killing the man and boy which make up the
banditry in that area.
We are to be under command of the 1st Suffolks opera
tionally, and let us record that since we have to operate
under the command of another Bn., we couldn't wish for
a better.
Another party has left for U.K. Ptes Campbell,
Steadman and Leigh rolled away on the 28th of May, and
several more groups will have left by the end of this month.
Wc wish them good luck and hope they don't succumb
to the bitter climate.
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A signal came through the other day, it said: "50.17
embark H.M.T. Empire Windrush, 50.18 embark Dunera."
The Coy. Clerk's pen was poised for 50.19. "That's all,"
said the voice sweetly. Gloom now rests in the usually
cheerful office, and so let's get back to detachment.

" B " COMPANY
During the past month we have finished our retraining
and these notes are being written on our first full day back
at K.K.B.
We were kept busy at Wardieburn to the end, with a
lot more shooting, some swimming and lectures.
Mr.
Taylor took a conducted tour of Batu Caves, and everyone
went fully armed with vague hopes of meeting bandits.
However, nothing more dangerous than a bat was seen.
We congratulate Sgt. "Jack" Pluck on his recent pro
motion. Should he shave his moustache it would now be
almost impossible to tell one Pluck from the other. We
also congratulate Cpl. Miller, Cpl. Vale and L/Cpl. White
on their recent promotions.
In the Bn. Rifle Meeting the Coy. were runnersup
to Sp. Coy. in the Rifle Competition. Out of the four
practices we beat Sp. Coy. by a small margin in three, but
fell down badly on the Snap, and so lost our lead.
Individually we did well.
In the Rifle Competition we had: —
1st Open—Sgt. J. Pluck
1st Class " B "—Sgt. J. Pluck
1st Class "C"—Pte. D. O'Neill
2nd Class " A "—C.S.M. D. Boorer
3rd Class " C "—Pte. R. Baker.
Sgt. "Jack" Pluck was also first in the Sten Competition.
We have not yet decided whether to call him " Sniper " or
" Pot Collector " Pluck.
Four more of the old hands have departed for
" Blightythey are Cpl. Cole, Ptes. George Rice,
" Flapper " Seal, and " Chalky " White. All the best to
you back in " civvy street."
That brings us uptodate and back at K.K.B. as
Framework Coy., all ready and keen to go. We hope to
be able to report some " joy " next month.

" C " COMPANY
At the beginning of the month an event, which had
been foreseen with trepidation for some time previously,
took place. This was the departure of Maj. Paul Crook
for a hushhush Staff job in Singapore. Since the Bn. has
been in Malaya, C Coy. has been moulded into its present
shape by his efforts and it would be difficult to ask for
higher praise. We send him our best wishes for further
success in his new job.
We were very glad to hear that the good work was
to be continued by Maj. Waring, though no sooner had he
been welcomed into the fold than he was whisked away to
the F.T.C. to learn the hard way. If printable, his com
ments will be published next time.
The remaining fortnight of retraining spent at the
South Sea Island paradise of Penang was left to the control
of 2/Lt. Howlett. This consisted mainly of classification.
Considering the adverse conditions, especially the range
at Butterworth, the standard was remarkable, though one
cynic was heard to remark that 2/Lt. Trevett's pencil shows
signs of wear and tear.
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We managed to fit in swimming galas with B and Sp.
Coys., both of which were lost by narrow margins, and
also an InterPl. Challenge Cup.
Nine PI. were victorious
against Sp. Coy. and we offer our congratulations to them.
There was also a visit by Ralph Reader and his Gang
(?), who were visiting Malaya to entertain troops in the
jungle (!). We thank them for a thoroughly enjoyable
performance.
So back to the rigours of Wardeburn and a week of
" bull," but which, in fact, though no one would admit it,
was quite enjoyable. The Coy. was met by Capt. Roper,
who at present commands.
To end retraining we had the Annual Inspection by
the Brigadier, and with the help of some forceful language
and a bit on the side, no one gave the C/Sgt. away—after
all, he is going home in August, chaps !
A crowded month prior to returning to Ops. We hope
to have news of more corporeal success in our next issue.

" D " COMPANY
This month, of course, the move up to Penang is the
chief topic of news. Two days after we got up here the
Queen's Birthday Parade came along. On the whole it
went off all right, and people even remembered what to
do when the O.C. Parade gave " Slope arms " from the
" at ease " position.
To the outing at the 11th mile, Maj. Upton brought
his family, including, of course, young Henry, aged about
18 months.
Our period of retraining at Wardeburn Camp ended
dramatically with a basha falling down in a gale of wind
and rain. That in itself was not a matter of extreme
importance; the snag was that most of us were inside it at
the time ! Fortunately there was only one casualty—Pte.
Aris—and he is back with us now quite hale and hearty.
However, the Coy. turned out to help salvage the kit, and
all that could be seen for the next hour or so was dim
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figures splashing through the rain with beds piled high
with sodden sheets and mattresses. Fortunately nearly
everything was recovered even down to.our four pinups.
We had quite a laugh next morning, when C/Sgt. Smith
arrived in camp early, all prepared for a Bn. Drill Parade,
only to find that the Coy. had been excused from this
parade.
The time up at Penang has gone all too quickly, but
after Wardieburn it was certainly a change.
We are very pleased to welcome three new members—
Ptes. Winch (late 4th Bn.), Sennett and Watson, all of
whom are just itching to get into that jungle. Incidentally,
congratulations to Pte. Watson for being chosen to play for
the Selangor Services at cricket.
Pte. Latter, we regret to say, has been collared for the
duties of Coy. Clerk, which prompted some wit to say:
" Well, it had to come sooner or ' Latter.' "
Two new members have joined this month—Pte.
Sayburn, who comes from the M.T. Section; and Pte.
Matthews, who comes from the U.K. The latter has seen
fit to leave us for a spell, and just how long that will be,
we are not sure yet, but time will tell.
We are sorry to lose Pte. Logan, who has left us to
become P.R.I. Storman, and tries to assist L/Cpl. West
(late of this Coy.) in runinng the P.R.I. Stores.
The Coy. is now in the last week of retraining at
Penang; we should also add " rest." but so far that has not
come into the programme. However, there are still six
more days to go before we move to our next detachment
base at Rawang, so no doubt the rest period will come yet.
We must congratulate Maj. Upton on winning a cup
in his class of the Bn. Rifle Meeting.
Well, will close now till the next'issue.
" The Kampong Idiot."

SUPPORT COMPANY
The Coy. is now back at K.K.B., having completed
the period of " Rest and Retraining." So far, we have
been unable to find anyone who can explain this grandiose
title for the hectic successions of competitions, inspections
and fatigues we have endured. The three weeks we spent
in Penang with C Coy. where, however, very pleasant
indeed.
The sea bathing at 11th Mile Beach was
particularly good, and a large number of indifferent
swimmers were seen well out to sea (wearing the Assault
Pioneer Pl.'s life jackets !). We scored a decisive victory
over C Coy. in a swimming meeting held in the Garrison
baths at Penang, and repeated this success on the cricket
pitch. We were not so successful in the football, however.
At the end of a very pleasant stay at Minden Barraks,
" our 'Id friend, Sgt. ' Vic ' Tutt " and his troupe of wander
ing minstrels put on a firstclass concert. It was extremely
talented and original show with Pte. " Pukka" Cates as
compere, and a large number of natural comedians headed
by Sgt. Tutt and Cpl. Kelly. There were also several
unnatural musicians, who, however, failed to drown
entirely Sgt. Tutt's Jolson voice and the Kemp twins' duets.
Altogether a thoroughly enoyable evening's entertainment.
When we regretfully left Penang for the somewhat
depressing Wardeburn Camp, Kuala Lumpur, we were
faced with providing teams for the Bn, Rifle Meeting at
short notice. However, such were the teams produced that
we were winners of the Rifle Competition, runnersup in
the Bren, winners in the Sten shoot, and runnersup in the

Falling Plate^. In the Bren Individual, Ptes. Searles and
Lloyd were first, and Burford and Wratten runnersup. The
competitors deserve our congratulations. Teams were as
follows: —
Rifle: Maj. Buckle, Sgt. Bradshaw, Sgt. Fisher, L/Cpl.
Apps, L/Cpl. Noakes, Pte. Hegarty, Pte. Carter 72,
Pte. Kitcnin.
Bren:
L/Cpl. Searles, Pte. Lloyd—1st pair; Lt.
Goodwin, Pte. Allen—2nd pair.
Sten: Sgt. Lingham, Cpl. Gordon, L/Cpl. Freeman,
Pte. Dix.
Falling Plate: Maj. Buckle, Sgt. Bradshaw, L/Cpl.
Apps, Pte. Carter 72—Team No. 1; L/Cpl. Ebbs,
L/Cpl. Butler, Pte. Kitchin, Pte. Bell—Team
No. 2.
This was followed by the Bn. Swimming Gala in which
we were runnersup. Our team included Ptes. Bates 38,
Lane and Allen, L/Cpl. Searles, Sgt. Parker, Ptes Elphick,
Cates and Head. Ptes. Bates and Allen deserve special
mention for their diving and swimming respectively.
The next event was the Brigadier's Annual Inspection
At this stage we think that nothing serious was unearthed.
Perhaps our one error was in leaving up some fire orders
of indeterminate age, thought by some to be applicable to
Sevastop base camp (circa 1855).
And so back to K.K.B., where we are unfortunately
reserve Coy. Let's hope that in spite of this we shall be
able to add to our score.
PERSONALIA
Hearty Congrats, to Cpl. Gordon, L/Cpl. Freeman and
Noakes on obtaining " B " Gradings at the Assault Pioneer
Course. They have earned us a good reputation at the
Far E.L.F. Training Centre.
Further congratulations to Sgt. Fisher, Cpl. Laming
and L/Cpl. "Lofty" Searles on their recent and very well
deserved promotion.
We are pleased to welcome Sgt. Leach to the Assault
Pioneer PI. and feel confident that operation in which the
Pioneers fail to get through on the wireless, will be
unheard of !
Recent departures have included Sgt. Arthur and 23
of our old faithful original N.S. intake. We are very sorry
to lose them and wish them the best of luck, wherever they
may go.
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H.Q. COMPANY
Since the last notes were written the Coy. has com
pleted its rest and retraining period at Kuala Lumpur and
has returned to K.K.B.
The return trip was welcomed by the majority who
were visualising with horror their rapidly diminishing
balance. It was pleasant to be close to semicivilisation
once again, although it can be said that some retrogressed
and went " back to nature." Cpl. Meade could be found
most evenings waiting for the Orderly Sgt.'s call to be
sounded by the trumpeter at the Rainbow Corner. He
had, however, found for himself a deputy who was usually
sitting alongside him.
During parade hours we enjoyed our various activities,
including drill. P.T. and range firing, and had the pleasure
of witnessing the formation of a " Corps of Fatigues " from
the former Corps of Drums.
We have returned, minus some 40 of the " old firm,"
but reinforced by two drafts. We are, therefore, stronger
in numbers, but feel morally weakened by the loss of our
stalwart of Coy. Orders fame—Cpl. McGinty.
We congratulate a number of the Coy. on promotion,
notably Sgts. Russell, Lovell and Stevenson, and Cpls.
Milne, Hallett and Brown. Immediate on "Sailor" Milne's
promotion was his appointment as i/c. Fire Points. It is
certain that he feels it was worth it.
It was considered necessary for the advance party to
prepare the landing strip for C.S.M. Armstrong, who was
to be seen flying in ever decreasing circles at 2,000 feet.
One of our departing N.S. men, having laboured for
some time in the Coy. Stores, thought fit to carry away
with him some of the fruits of his labour. With apologies
to the originator of a wellknown quotation, it would
appear that even the best made free issue of N.C.O.s and
men oft goes astray.
In the sporting field, congratulations are due to Pte.
Spanswick, who was selected to represent North Malaya
versus the South and also Combined Services, Malaya, at
cricket.
Our notes are now concluded until next month, when
we shall, no doubt, have news of operational activity to
disclose.

SIGNAL PLATOON
Since the Platoon's return from Penang, it has been
occupied for most of the time in preparing for classification.
Friday, 6th June was the fateful day, when the Brigade
Signal Officer descended upon us to see just how much we
had learned. Now there is a period of anxie'rus suspense
until the results arrive, while we console ourselves with the
though that Maj. Lamb departed suitably impressed, after
being doctored all day with doped tea.
The soccer team has greatly improved with the rein
forcements from the new draft. So far six matches have
been played, three were won, two lost and one drawn.
Fixtures have had to be postponed while several members
of the team are recovering from sundry injuries—a slow
business, especially when one is awarded light duties.
Sgt. Leach is now out of Kinrara, but he did not stay
with us for long. He is now posted to the Assault Pioneers.
I pity his signallers. It will be no use telling him that the

supersonic variable condenser has blown. We have also
said goodbye to Ptes. John Burt and Nobby Clark, who
have gone to establish communications in the 4th Bn.
The impeding return to operations has kept Sgt.
Browning and his team busy. The odd bods have been
engaged in clearing an airstrip for " Darkie." One of our
number, at least, is looking forward to the move. Gaylord
just cannot wait to get up at 0430 again for a real heman
patrol.
We have made good use of our stay in K.L. What
do the Signallers do on their nights out in the town ? My
suspicions were confirmed when during P.E. Tests they
were seen to sweat a browncoloured frothy liquid ! Again,
while talking in their sleep the names Lucy and Clara are
prominent.
Congratulations to Sgt. .Stephenson and L/Cpls. Gooch
and Orridge on their recent promotion.
"Pronto Minimus."

W.O .S' AND SERGEANTS' MESS
Since last date of going to Press, a few matters of
note have occurred and we would like to place on record
a few of the highlights.
About the middle of the month we entertained mem
bers of No. 42 Royal Marine Commando to an impromptu
social evening, prior to their departure to Malta. This
turned out a great success and hitherto untapped and
unsuspected talent was brought to light, those members
who prior to this event had hid their heads beneath a
bushel, gave of their best and we only hope that when
Coys, get back on Detachment, these members will not
creep back into their shells, but will be ready to oblige on
occasions to liven up things a little.
Numerous photographs were taken by C.S.M.
" Driller" Boorer and it is hoped that he may be per
suaded to forward a couple of copies.
On Sunday, 25th May, 1952, the Bn. provided a party
of approximately 80 all ranks to attend a church service
on the occasion of the visit to Kuala Lumpur of the
Chaplain General to the Forces (any members of the Regi
ment who served in Blenheim Barracks, North Camp, in
1933/34, will remember very well our Padre), the Rev.
(Irish International) Pike. It was with interest we listened
to his inspiring sermon, and only regret that he was only
here for such a short time.
On the same day the Band entertained us at the Mess
with music for about an hourandahalf at "tiffen time."
We thank them for their efforts, and as we have not
recently had to listen to them practising we enjoyed it all
the more. On this occasion the wives and children of
members were present. This is the first time that we have
had a real "gettogether" since the Bn. left St. Martin's
Plain, and it proved a very successful day. Curry tiffin was
provided, ably cooked under the eagle eye and general

Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
"The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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assistance of C.S.M. "Jerry" Tidey, CookSgt. "Jack"
Westlake and by our hardworking Cooks, and a vote of
thanks is due to them.
An alternative meal was also provided, and chiefly
consumed by the children, who, without doubt, enjoyed
themselves. S.I. Bawden and even Harry Proctor made
noble efforts in entertaining them. This " gettogether"
was voted a general success by all.
A few days later the Cpls. held a dance at the
Galloway Club and many members attended; this proved
an excellent dance and social event and we extend a vote
of thanks to the Cpls. for an enjoyable evening. It should
be placed on record that one W.O. carried out an extensive
tour of Kuala Lumpur delivering families to their homes
after this event.
During the month we were visited by the C.inC., Far
E.L.F., and we now record his signature and the Bde. Com
mander, 18 Inf. Bde., signature in the visitors' book.
We congratulate C/Sgt. "George" Smith on his pro
motion and also the following new Mess members: Sgts.
Fisher, Lovell, Stephens, Russell and Pluck No. 2.
Sgt. " Ted " Leach has left his Signal PI. and now turns
his hand as Assault Pioneer Sgt.
Sgt. " Ron " Henden is now Officers' Mess Sgt. and
" Dick " Barton has gone to B Coy.
These notes are being written at Penang, where A and
D Coys, are on detachment. Here we have had to carry
out our part in the Bn. Rifle Meeting. We have little to
say about our efforts here, but from what reports are
trickling up through he " grapevine" and pictured in the
Singapore Free Press and other papers, it would appear that
our Bn. shots are not up to their usual standard. Don't
take my word for it, but mention has been made of a very
senior W.O.II, who usually represents the Bn., scoring only
three out of 20 at Deliberate at 300 yards; and we noticed
a picture in the paper of Lady Lockhart presenting the
wooden spoon to Sgt. Heyfron, this member having recently
taken over the duties of Bn. Sniper Sgt. ! We leave all
remarks to you.
It is with interest that we read in the papers that our
ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, is to visit
us in October. Somehow it makes one feel that we are
not so far from home after all.
Now, till next month we leave you, and in our next
notes we hope to tell you of the many bandits we have
added to our numbers, the retraining period now being
nearly over and operations once more to the fore.

4 th

BATTALION

BATTALION H.Q.

W

E returned from our Annual
Camp on 31st May, 1952, and
are now striving to get back to
normality, but this is by no means a rapid
transformation.
We had what can only be described
as a most successful Camp from all
points of view. We had extremely good
training value, our recreational arrange
ments worked very satisfactorily, except for one notable
failure, for which adequate steps have already been taken
to ensure that there will be no reoccurrences in this history
of the 4th Bn., "The Queen's Own." (Editor's Note: Bn.
regrets that we had to agree to accept a socalled concert
party before knowing exactly what it was. However we
now know for an absolute certainty that however well
Bernard Shaw's plays are accepted elsewhere, a T.A. Camp
is one of the last places on earth in which they should be
produced ! ! !)
We were, of course extremely lucky with the weather,
which can either make or marr a Camp; only once did we
have any rain and even that was not a great deal.
We were very pleased indeed to welcome the Colonel
of the Regiment, who paid us a visit on the last Wednesday
of Camp. On that occasion we entertained him, together
with other Regimental guests, to a guest night in the
Officers' Mess, prior to which we had a ceremonial " Beat
ing Retreat" by our Corps of Drums, on which they are
to be congratulated.
We are very pleased to be able to say that we had no
injuries of a serious nature in Camp, and nothing more
than minor ailments, but at the same time, we wish to
express our deep sympathy with both the 4th Bulls and
4/5 Royal Sussex, both of whom sustained a fatal casualty
in each Bn.
The Adoption Ceremony of Bn. H.Q., H.Q. Coy. and
Sp. Coy., takes place on Sunday 22nd June, 1952; a report
of which will appear with, it is hoped, one or two photos,
in next month's issue.
The 4th Bn., Bn. Motor Cycle Trial Club has now been
initiated and a committee formed under the chairmanship
and captaincy of Maj. F. J. Bobby, and we are hoping to
compete this year in both the Army and T.A. Trials, which
take place later in the summer.

" B " COMPANY

EYES RIGHT

ON THIS
NOTICE,

If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fatt anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020

The light of dawn revealed some 60 unshaven faces
peering, with varied focus, from slit trenches in a Norfolk
wood. " Baker " Coy. were at Camp again—" standing to,"
after a highly commended night attack. Later in the morn
ing we were subjected to incessant air reconnaissance and
" attacks." It would appear that the general remedy for
repeated warnings against white, upturned faces, which
signpost a position so effectively, was to risk it for a bit
in the assurance of acquiring a dark brown tan that blended
with the good earth, thereby insuring against the possible
consequences of future rubbernecking.
On the morning that we left for Bodney, our bonds
with Orpington were further cemented when the Chair
man of the Town Council, accompanied by his wife, took
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the salute as we marched through the High Street. He
later met us at the station and addressed the Coy., wishing
us a profitable and enjoyable fortnight's training.
Nothing could have shaken us down more quickly than .
the threeday Brigade Scheme and all thoughts of home
cooking were swept away when " Nobby" Clarke was
observed standing over a dixie in the middle of a wood,
bashing the spuds with a pick helve.
Unfortunately we brought home no laurels this year.
We had hoped that if we carried off nothing else (?), we
might win the Bn. Soccer Championship, but after a good
start we were defeated in the second round by Sp.
Camp did not pass without its promotions and we
would congratulate all those who earned themselves stripes,
including Cpl. Pennells, whom, it is hoped, will become
a member of the Sgts'. Mess.
On our return home, the bronzed complexions reaped
the inevitable quizzical look and the bantering tones of
remarks about " Good holidays." We don't deny it, but
perhaps those best fitted to answer are the men of a certain
Section that, after the night withdrawal exercise, vanished
from teatime until reveille (or maybe a little after). The
only report of their whereabouts came from a man who
thought he had seen a boot projecting from under a blanket
in their hut.
Wc leave you with the thought that the old soldier
always knows the right moment to kip down.
" Busy Bee."

CAMP—BODNEY

" O " COMPANY
The reluctant heroes of D Coy.—some 50 strong—
having arrived at Bodney (it is thought they would not have
arrived at all had the train not been free) showed a marked
disposition to become increasingly reluctant as the shape of
things to come was revealed to them, via the training pro
gramme posted on the Coy. notice board.
The end of the first week showed 49 pairs of sore feet
and Sgt. Everett nursing blistered fingers, as he feverishly
tightened his belt in an effort to keep pace with the move
ments of his rapidly diminishing waistline. The grinning
face of Cpl. Green, sitting at the wheel of the Coy. Com
mander's Jeep, served as a source of inspiration to his foot
sore comrades, as they trudged past malevolently eyeing an
exotic pair of shoes modishly displayed on the windscreen.
Wc feel that having taken two (the only two) prisoners, by
turning left instead of right, Cpl. Green should be pardoned
for trying to repeat the performance on parade.
Coy. dawn standto tactics were forcibly brought up
todate by L/Cpl. Gatland and his "gang." In the cold
light of dawn a certain Platoon Commander, disguised as
a fire engine, was seen unsuccessfully trying to extinguish
the wavering flames which were being ably kindled in every
slit trench occupied by a Korea veteran. His efforts against
these professional incendiaries only bore fruit when the
C.O. appeared on the scene and snuffed the (ires out by the
simple process of " indicating his displeasure " ! ! !

NORTH,

STANFORD

Rear rank (/. to right): Lt. J. D. McCormank, Lt. C. M. Evans, Lt. W. Kirkman, 2/Lt. M. J. Clemence, 2/Lt.
D. C. D. Reoch, Lt. H. R. Duggan, 2/Lt. A. L. Ferguson, 2/Lt. J. S. Coleman,"Lt. W. Williams.
Centre row: Lt. B. C. H. Waters, Lt. P. R. Hall, Capt. J. L. Large, Capt. (Q.M.) A. G. Blake, M.B.E., Capt.
P. N. Marchant, Lt. W. M. K. Nash, Lt. B. J. Newman, Lt. F. W. Lovell, Lt. N. Valentine.
Sitting: Capt. A. H. Ford, Maj. P. T. Cooper (R.A.M.C.), M.B.E., T.D., Maj. R. E. C. Cocksedge, Maj.
A. R. H. Waring, T.D., Lt.Col. L. F. W. Jackson, Capt. D. E. Blum (Adjt.), Maj. A. H. Coombes, T.D., Maj.
T. C. Coath. Maj. F. J. Bobby, Capt. D. W. J. Wood.
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Mrs. E. M. Friend, Chairman, Tonbridge U.D.C., accompanied by Lt.Col. L. F. W. Jackson, inspecting H.Q. and
Sp. Coys, on the occasion of the adoption of these Coys, by the Town of Tonbridge, Sunday, 22nd June, 1952.

C.S.M. Moore, of Sp.
Ccy.,
E. M.

presenting

Mrs.

Friend with a

plaque, on

behalf

of

H.Q. and Sp. Coys., to
com m e m o rate

the

adoption of the Coys.
Kent Messenger photographs
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The solemn announcement by the Coy. P.S.I., who
was found lying in a bush, that his solitary figure repre
sented an enemy Bn. on the move, was greeted with hoots
of derision and showers of thunder flashes, causing his
rapid departure and the jettisoning of his " B " Echelon.
To return to more serious matters, we think that the
Coy. appreciated the touch of colour added to the Brigade
Exercise by the appearance of four Meteors. Cpl. Sayers,
who seemed to be unduly victimised by the leader of the
formation, was seen afterwards to emerge from his slit
trench demanding a Purple Heart.
Congratulations to this Coy. upon their winning the
Champion Coy. Cup. yet again. This cup has had a suc
cession of names. The Hops Cup, The Festival Cup, The
Champion Coy. Cup and next year it will probably be
renamed The Coronation Cup, but whatever they call it,
D Coy. always wins it. It should be realised by now that
the most fitting name for it is the Parish Lane Cup.
Congratulations also to all those who gained their first
stripe or additional stripes; and an especial word of appre
ciation to Sgt. King, who not only produced the most
sumptuous " grub " in the cookhouse and the Officers' Mess,
but also in the field.
D Coy.'s contribution to exercise " Salamanca " put the
cat among the pigeons in the butts, when the Officer i/c.
was seen to creep over the top to enquire the correct method
of scoring.
Finally, one's impressions of Camp are that the Coy.
went through an intensive 14 days' training which revealed
surprising stamina in everybody, and working on the
principle that only a happy soldier grumbles, we think we
can fairly say that D Coy. is bubbling over with mirth.
Tired footsore and weary but albeit with a certain sense
of achievement, we draw the curtains—and so to bed.
" Nightingale IV."

SIGNAL PLATOON
Now we have come back from Camp and have caught
up with our sleep again perhaps we can keep uptodate in
the Signal Platoon with our news.
First, we must say farewell to Lt. L. B. C. Baker now
that he has left us for Hong Kong, where he is taking
up a civil administration job. Let's hope we shall all meet
again in the future; and in lieu we must welcome Lt. J.
CalverJones in his place as "Pronto" Glad to have you
with us, sir.
Well, Camp has brought the Signal Platoon to the front
with volunteers and we must welcome them to our midst,
saying that they have at last seen the lights, and the best
of luck !
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Vincent, Ptes. Burgman,
Sweeney and Johnson on attaining the elevated heights to
which they now belong. Well done, lads ! Cpl. Brough
had to leave us towards the end of Camp to have a stay in
the M.R.S. with foot trouble.
1 hope to be able to give some news about the Bn.
M/C. scrambles team, which has at last been formed, and
as Signals are well represented it deserves a mention in our
column in future.
On our frequent visits to Norwich and Yarmouth, it
seems that we have several budding Casanovas amongst
our midst. Watch out, lads, every worm has its day, and
who knows, we may get some invitations to weddings yet !
"Pronto Minor."

WHO SAYS THAT
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H.Q. COMPANY
On 31st May, Headquarter Coy. returned home from a
hard and exacting Annual Camp. The sighs of ecstatic
relief as members levered off their boots caused many a
meteorologist to scratch his head in perplexity at the belt
of high pressure which suddenly arose from Kent.
The Signal Platoon, having, with lofty disdain sub
mitted its own article, we have only to join with them in
saying " Au revoir " and " bon chance " to Lt. L. B. C.
Baker, whose signal qualities have been made available to
the Hong Kong Police.
The Intelligence Section, after some initial misuse,
settled down to perform their very important function with
in the Bn. This Camp was a sort of runningin period so
far as the Bn. was concerned, so it is perhaps not surprising
that the " I " Section was not used to the full extent of its
training or capabilities.
The M.T. Section was most enthusiastic and seemed
never to tyre (sorry !). Sgt. Smith became very redeyed
towards the conclusion of Camp, but whether this was a
result of Mess parties or of brooding over petrol reconcilia
tions. (Oh, that petrol pool shows signs of becoming a
stormy petrol.)
Promotions were too many to be recorded here, but
congratulations to all those so worthily elevated, and in
particular, to he who is now Maj. J. Bobby.
A sincere welcome is extended to Lt. B. Waters, who
has joined us as an acorn. We hope his stay will be a long
and happy one.
" Clubman."
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We mourn the passing of Mr. Acott, who for many
years was a wellknown and liked figure at the Depot.
*
*
*

DEPOT

J

UNE has been a busy month at the Regimental Depot.
Numerous activities have provided interest and
enjoyment.
On the military side there have been three events of
outstanding importance: the Passingout Parade, a parade
in Maidstone, and the return of two more drafts from
Malaya.
A party from the Depot paraded in Maidstone on the
occasion of the Proclamation of Her Majesty's 'Coronation
date. It was commanded by Capt. I. A. Macmillan and the
smartness and bearing of the troops drew favourable com
ment from the spectators.
We were pleased to receive further praise later in the
month, when Brig. L. F. E. Wieler, C.B., C.B.E., Deputy
Commander, Home Counties District, took our Passingout
Parade. He expressed his pleasure at the high standard
achieved by the recruits on parade.
One of the more pleasant duties at the Depot is receiv
ing drafts of National Servicemen who have completed their
service abroad and come to us for release. Two Drafts
have arrived in the past month, all the men looking
extremely fit and carrying many souvenirs as proof of their
visit to Malaya. We trust they have enjoyed what has
certainly been a worthwhile period in their lives, and we
wish them success in their civilian careers.
Two members of the Depot, L/Cpl. Martin, M.M.,
and Pte. York were selected for duty at the Royal Tourna
ment from which they have recently returned.
*

*



*

Everyone was delighted to see Brig. N. 1. Whitty,
D.S.O., the last Colonel of the Regiment, when he visited
the Depot on 18th June. He displayed his customary
enthusiasm while he was with us.
A very successful Cocktail Party was held in the
Officers' Mess on 7th June. About ninety guests attended
and wc were pleased to welcome among them many serving
and exmembers of the Regiment who can make only rare
visits to the Depot. This event was thoroughly enjoyed
by all.
We congratulate Cpl. Smith and Cpl. Taylor, who
chose June as the month for their weddings. We wish
them and their wives every happiness. We also congratu
late L/Cpl. Evans and his wife on the birth of a son.
Older members of the Regiment will be interested to
hear that Pte. Bullock has been seen in earnest conversa
tion with the Regimental Policeman on gate duty.
We were all sorry to hear that Mrs. Bird, the wife of
" Dicky " Bird, now Head Gardener at the Depot, has been
extremely ill. We are relieved to hear that she is making
satisfactory progress and we trust that she will soon be
completely better.

Yet another successful Boxing Tournament was staged
last month. Again spirited determination and good sports
manship were notable features of all the contests. The
winners were Pte. Hollens (featherweight), Ptes. Reeves,
Roswell and Cowl (lightweight), Ptes. Lowe, Harris, Baker,
Chadwick and Philips (welterweight), Ptes. Wickham and
Jephcott (light middleweight), Pte. Goodwin (middle
weight), and Ptes. Stewart and Knapp (heavyweight). Ptes.
York and Perrin, of the Regimental Police, gave an interest
ing exhibition bout.
Sgt. Turner must be congratulated on providing more
excellent entertainment after the Passingout Parade.
Recruits, their friends and parents were greatly impressed
by his astonishing performance in which he demonstrated
most convincingly the amazing feats which can be per
formed by a well trained mind and memory.
We are pleased to be able to list several improvements
in the Barracks. The N.A.A.F.I. has been reequipped and
its appointments are now luxurious. A similar transforma
tion has taken place in the Dining Hall, which now has
some most attractive new tables and chairs. The effect is
further heightened by the coloured prints of uniforms of
bygone days, which grace the walls. Thanks to the
unceasing care of Mr. Bird, the gardens are in keeping with
this splendour.
#

*

*

In the near future we are expecting a visit from about
30 journalists, who are to report at firsthand on the train
ing of recruits.
We were delighted to hear that Mr. M. C. Harman,
father of John Harman, who won the Victoria Cross with
the 4th Bn. at Kohima, is to visit the Depot on 13th August,
on the occasion of our next Passingout Parade.
A team has been entered for the Prince of Wales Cup,
which is a noncentral A.R.A. competition. We are hoping
that our expert shots will bring lustre to the unit by their
results in this competition. We shall miss the marksmanship
of Sgt. Kent, who is shortly leaving us after twentythree
years in the Army.
Also leaving soon are Cpls. Tobey, Yea, Taylor and
Richards. Pte. Perrin has just left. We wish all these good
fortune in civilian life.
Finally, we are awaiting the arrival of Capt. Fletcher,
who is to relieve Capt. Macmillan as O.l.C. Training. His
avowed proposals have preceded him. If they are put into
elfect, it is doubted if there will be many survivors !
DEPOT CRICKET
There have been a number of good cricket matches
played recently in the Depot. The Depot team has been
very successful to date and we only hope that confidence
has been established and that the good work will continue.
On 7th June our annual match with Goudhurst took
place. They batted first and made a good start by putting
80 on the board for the loss of two wickets. Then, how
ever, thanks to good bowling by S/Sgt. Robertson and
L/Cpls. Weller and Wakefield, a collapse occurred and
they were out for 124. The Depot innings started badly
and while a few useful scores were made, nobody stayed
long enough to win the match.
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On 8th and 11th June, two matches were
played against the Maidstone Trades C.C.
Both of these resulted in wins for the Depot.
On the first match they batted first and scored
102. Some very good bowling was done by
2/Lt. Jackson, who puzzled all the batsmen
and took 6 for 25. Our victory by four
wickets was mainly due to a very good hard
hit—45 not out—by 2/Lt. Jackson. He was
ably assisted by Maj. Moss and S/Sgt.
Robertson. In the second game the Depot
batted first and scored 131 before declaring
the innings closed. The principal scorer in this
innings was Lt. Scouller with 41. When they
batted, wickets fell steadily and eventually they
were dismissed for 97, S/Sgt. Robertson taking
six for 33.
The Prison Staff Officers played us on
14th June.
Batting first, they were bowled
out for 68. In this innings S/Sgt. Robertson
and Lt. Scouller bowled unchanged, taking
live for 46 and four for 17 respectively. The
Depot won by six wickets, Lt. Scouller
scoring 42.
A very keenly contested match was
played against the Depot, Royal Fusiliers on
18th June. They batted first and scored 68,
S/Sgt. Robertson taking six for 25. Mention
must be made of L/Cpl. Weller, who at a
critical point took two important wickets. The
Depot started badly, but thanks to L/Cpl.
Wood, who made an excellent 44, won by five
wickets.
SUMMARY OF SCORES
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7th June.—Goudhurst, 124 (L/Cpl. Weller, 5
for 20).
Depot R.W.K., 89 (L/Cpl. Weller, 22
not out).
8th June.—Maidstone Trades C.C., 102 (2/Lt.
Jackson, 6 for 32).
Depot R.W.K., 103 for 6 (2/Lt. Jackson,
45 not out); won by 4 wickets.
11th June.—Depot R.W.K., 131 for 9 dec. (Lt.
Scouller, 41).
Maidstone Trades C.C.,
97
(S/Sgt.
Robertson, 6 for 33); won by 34 runs.
14th June.—Maidstone Prison Officers, 68
(S/Sgt. Robertson, 5 for 46; Lt.
Scouller, 4 for 17).
Depot R.W.K., 98 (Lt. Scouller, 42); won
by 6 wickets.
18th June.—Depot Royal Fusiliers, 68 (S/Sgt.
Robertson, 6 for 25).
Depot R.W.K., 91 for 6 (L/Cpl. Wood,
44); won by 5 wickets.
25th June.—R.A.F., Rochester, 135 for 6
(S/Sgt. Robertson, 4 for 29).
Depot R.W.K., 69 for 9; match drawn.
26th (June.—Depot R.W.K., 150 for 4 dec.
(Lt. J. C. Canney, 50 not out; L/Cpl.
Hurst 36).
Maidstone Telephone Operators C.C., 91
(Pte. Wilson, 5 for 50; S/Sgt.
Robertson, 3 for 36); won by 59 runs.
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For Greenhouses, Sheds, and Poultry Houses.
All buildings fully sectional and of heavy
weight timber construction. Gloss and putty
included.
All firstclass technical jobs in

the widest range covering every need. Satis
faction is guaranteed because HALL'S are
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WRITE for FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE to:—
44-45, PADDOCK WOOD, TONBRIDGE, KENT

ROBERT H. HALL & CO. (KENT) LTD.
BUILDINGS of all

Tel.:

REGENT 5915.
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«
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HIOMS & MILLER
—LIMITED
40 Marlborough Street, Devonport



34 SACKVILLE ST., LONDON

fypes and sizes

Telephone: 437 Devonport.

For All Military

PRINTING
BOOKBINDING
Specially Appointed to The

ACCOUNT BOOKS
INVITATION CARDS
CRESTED NOTEPAPER

Queen's Own Royal West
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Kent Regiment
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.
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enquiries.
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SERGEANTS' MESS
Among others the Sgts'. Mess Correspondent has been
threatened that unless his contribution is received in time
it will not be included in this month's edition. This was
rather awkward, as the member who provides the news
had decided to take four days' (short weekend leave) when
the correspondence was due. However, we sincerely hope
that publication has not been unduly delayed on this
account and olfer our apologies.
June has passed quietly, except that a heat wave came
at the end of the month, and this, no doubt, was responsible
for the very poor standard of shooting obtained by a couple
of members in their Annual Classification—C/Sgt. Ringe
(a reputed shot and cultivator of jungle) only managed to
obtain 2nd Class both in Rifle and Light Machine Gun;
Sgt. Lockyear did not do much better, being 2nd Rifle
and 1st L.M.G.
We welcome to the Mess a new member in Sgt.
Johnstone and congratulate him on his recent promotion.
We shall be losing, in the course of the next few months,
four members, namely, Sgts. Kent (Aug.), Sgt. Saywell and
(Bolo) Manson ("Up the Gills") (Sept.) and C/Sgt.
(Dusty) Miller in October. Sgt. Brown has now joined
for his last six months' service and is frantically searching
for a house for his family; he hopes to settle in the Maid
stone area, so we shall, no doubt, be seeing him often after
he leaves the Service.
We are pleased to still have with us Sgt. Turner
(R.A.E.C.), who at the last moment decided to remain in
the Service for a further six months.
At our June meeting, it was proposed that the mem
bers have a day out with their families in August; at the
moment we are undecided as to where we shall go. Parting
gifts (inscribed tankards) are to be presented to members
leaving in the near future—Sgt. Kent is first on the list
and we understand he will be " At Home " in the Mess
prior to proceeding on leave early in July.
The R.S.M. has also reported that he has had a letter
from Dick Baker, saying that a small party will be coming
for the Reunion, on 20th July, from Guernsey Branch,
Past and Present Association. We shall be very pleased
to see them and can accommodate them over the weekend.
It is understood that besides Dick Baker, Roy Self, Bert
Hepworth and Dick Thatcher will be coming along.
I am sure all will be sorry to hear that Mrs. Bird has
recently been admitted to hospital and we hope she will
soon be recovered to health. Jim Acott ("Pegleg"), our
newsagent for many years, passed away on 27th June
and will be missed. Although not an actual member of
the Regiment, he was an Honorary Members of our Mess.
Preparations for the Reunion are now going apace
and also for the Regimental Cricket Week. We hope the
weather will be kind and that plenty of runs are scored.
We congratulate StafTSgt. Instructor Robertson on being
selected to play for the Regiment against The Buffs, at
Canterbury, in the first Regimental match of the season.
Owing to the very dry weather, it is not possible to
include any items concerning the gardens. It is under
stood that George Carter will be coming down for a few
days for the Reunion, so we shall await his report; in the
meantime we must have rain.
" McCartney."

HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE
DEPOT, CANTERBURY

D

URING the past two months this Depot has seen
the arrival of three intakes from Maidstone. All
three intakes have been of a consistently high
standard and we are confident that the instruction they have
received here will stand them in good stead, when they reach
Malaya. The training of these intakes has been the responsi
bility of No. 4 Company, the staff of which has a very
strong connection with the Queen's Own, the O.C. being
Major R. K. Dowes, with Capt. D. Ruffell as second in
command. In the field, doing the active work, has been
2/Lt. W. R. Wood.
The success of No. 4 Coy.'s training, however, will best
be judged by the members of the 1st Batt., who are due to
receive the first two of these intakes during the next few
weeks. The remaining intake is still engaged in the rigours
of training, and are looking forward with some trepidation
to their 36, 48 and 72 hour schemes with the attendant route
marches.
Apart from training, members of the Regiment have
shown themselves to be keen sportsmen as well as soldiers.
Last month in an interCoy. boxing tournament 25 p.c. of
the fights were won for 4 Coy. by members of The Queen's
Own. When the Depot sports meeting was held recently
we had representatives in the finals of almost all events,
and some have been picked to represent the Brigade Depot
against the Royal Marines at Deal.
The Depot shooting team, which leaves on 22nd June,
1952, for Bisley, will include Capt. D. Ruffell and Sgt.
Cawley, both of whom have been seen energetically
floundering through the shingle at Hythe in preparation for
the Roberts' Cup competition.
It will have been noted by some more astute readers
that a Sgt. Cawley has been mentined above. This is ex
" Cpl. Cawley " in a new guise. Another Cpl. who has been
awarded a welldeserved third stripe is Cpl. Scrivens. Con
gratulations are due to them both.
Yet another presentation has been made during the
past few weeks. This time to Sgt. Dowsing, who is attached
to the W.T. Staff here, in the person of another son, who
has been christened Robin James. Our congratulations go
also to Sgt. Dowsing and his wife.
"Jumbo."

Read
Your County Newspaper,
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HAT more can be said of a Dance that is 100 per
cent successful than a mere statement of that
fact. For such was our Second Reunion Dance,
on the 10th May, at the Green Man, Catl'ord.
Following up last year's success, when the numbers
were just enough to enable us to " pay our way," this
year we had a 50 per cent increase, something like 168
people turning up, thus helping us not only socially, but
financially towards keeping our Annual Dinner to the price
of 12/6.
It is easy for a reporter to state that everyone enjoyed
the
do" to the utmost, but your " Nightingale" can
honestly say without any writer's licence at all, that it was
truly a grand evening.
Much to the surprise of our worthy Treasurer, .Mr. F. C.
Johnson, during the interval he was called to "The Bar"
and presented with a silverplated pewter pot, inscribed,
" With affection from ' B ' Company," and in making the
presentation, our President, Major J. D. Stocker, M.C.,
T.D., said nobody deserved it more. Good show, John,
and the very best of luck.
Our meeting on 7th June was surprisingly well attended
considering how soon it was after the end of the T.A.
Camp. There were 30 of us there, and amongst our new
comers (we seem to get 'em every time !) were Harry Ellen
and Bunny Swain.
Another "stranger" present was the new P.S.I, of the
Drill Hall, Sgt. P. Quinn, fresh from Malaya and the 1st
Bn. He will, of course, as successor to Sgt. Doughy Baker,
be made an honorary member of the Bangers Club and we
hope to see much of him in the future.
This is the right point at which to say farewell to
Dave, who is joining the 1st Bn. during the summer. He
is, of course, no longer an honorary member, but was
elected a full member early this year. Consequently, we
hope very much he will visit us often when he has the
opportunity on his return to England. The very, very
best of luck, Dave boy, and may you sup many a pint out
of you know what !
Reverting to the 7th of June, the final entries for
the darts competition having been received, we made the
draw this evening, fully particularised in the Bangers
Gazette. There were several interesting pairings, including
the brothers Johnson drawn against each other, our reign
ing champion and Cup holder (Albert Manvell) is again
drawn against Dusty Miller in the first match. Our Secre
tary is drawn against Len Remfry, thus ensuring that the
second Len will come up and see us at least once more
during the year !
Runnerup last year, Pat, is drawn against George
Pace, Dave Baker has to play and lose against Horace
1
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Maskell, otherwise he'll have to get compassionate leave
from Malaya to play his next.
Three matches were decided on the spot when Alan
Balcombe played and beat Wally Lippingwell; Tom Percival
did ditto to Charlie Sayer; and Sid Smith put paid to Mr. R.
Wilks. Highest score so far—92 by Mr. Wilks—the highest
finish was not worth recording, yet.
The evening closed pretty quietly, the bods proceeded
homewards in good order, the lounge was locked so the
gold and silver piano is stiff unsullied, and Penge breathes
again for a month.
We are all looking forward to the Reunion on 20th
July.
Many of us are going down with the Catford
Branch coach. This should appear about that date, so
here's hoping everyone there has a really ripsnorting day.
" Nightingale."

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH
i

HE Second Annual Dinner of the Branch took place
on Saturday, 14th June, 1952, at the Thicket Hotel,
Anerley Road, Penge, S.E.20, about 40 members,
their wives and friends enjoyed a very substantial meal,
which followed a minutes' silence to our departed com
rades.
At coffee time the M.C., Mr. H. Lake, called for
silence, and the loyal toast to H.M. the Queen was observed
with due dignity.
The function was honoured by the president's initial
appearance, and he, Brigadier H. S. Brown, M.C., T.D., was
very warmly welcomed and applauded when he rose to
give the toast "The Regiment."
He said, "He felt it to be a great honour, in being
asked to be the President of the Branch which he appre
ciated very much. He congratulated the hon. secretary in
his efforts to form the Branch, and in keeping it together.
He paid tribute to Mr. J. Saunders, who had done so
much hard work for the Branch as hon. treasurer until ill
ness forced him to give up, also to Mr. Len Clarke,
whom he knew very well, and who would carry on the
good work in Mr. Saunders' place. The chairman, Mr. S.
Terry, said he could manage anything.
The Branch is flourishing, and must go on flourishing
and. he hoped that the Branch would soon possess its own
standard, and with the end of the draw, in October, a
certainty. He was most happy to meet comrades of the
1st World War, in Mr. A. E. Grant, chairman of the 11th
(Lewisham) Battalion Association, and Mr. Len Dawson
its hon. secretary, and in conclusion he wished the Branch
every prosperity in the future. Sgt. Dave Baker was called
on to reply to the toast of the Regiment, as it was decided
that he, the only serving regular soldier present, should
receive that compliment.
Sgt. Baker said that it was a great honour to respond
to the toast, and in conclusion, stated that the 1st Battalion
in Malaya is nobly carrying out the great traditions of the
Regiment.
Sgt. Baker was loudly cheered as he resumed his seat.
Mr. A. E. Grant, Chairman of the 11th (Lewisham)
Association, said that he was in bed reading when Mr. L.
Dawson, his Hon. Secretary, rang up at 10 p.m. one night
to inform him that he was to propose the toast of the
Branch, and this he did with the greatest of pleasure.
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He recalled how 26 years ago The " Buffs," the sister
Regiment of the " Queen's Own," started a Past and
Present Association, and how the " Queen's Own " followed
suit with such success, and now its youngest member of
the Association was celebrating its 2nd Anniversary.
It reflects great credit to the organisers of the Branch
that their efforts are so successful.
Mr. Len Dawson, who is also a member of the Branch,
was asked to respond to the toast, said that the Branch has
made a marvellous effort, and is highly thought of at
Maidstone. He welcomed the ladies and guests, and went
on to say that eventually the Branch will assume the
traditions of the 11th (Lewisham) Association when that
Association must die out. The Branch has achieved social
success, and is nonpolitical, and it is Very fine that it is
carrying out such a good job.
In conclusion he congratulated the Branch in its
determination to secure its standard by its own efforts.
Mr. R. F. Wilks, Branch ViceChairman, in proposing
the health of the Chairman, said that he had known Sid
Terry for many years, and that he did not know a better
man for the job, which he had handled so successfully
during the last two years.
Mr. Terry rose to warm applause, and read letters
from the Colonel of the Regiment, MajorGeneral W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., and the Hon. Secretary of the Past
and Present Association, Lt.Colonel A. Eason, regretting
their inability to attend the dinner which we all regretted.
He said that the Branch had done well, but we still
want more members. Wives are very welcome, because
their presence does not deter their menfolk from coming
as they might be if the ladies were not permitted.
Dave Baker has been a most useful member of the
Branch. He thanked him for his good work. We all are
sorry that he is leaving us to join the 1st Bn., in Malaya.
But we all wish him every success, during his last year
or two of service with the Regiment, for he has already
completed 194 years.
In conclusion, he said, that we all were extremely
pleased to welcome our President, and hopes that he will
be with us more often in the future. Major H. J. D.
Combe, Vice President, accompanied by Mrs. Combe,
though not asked to speak, gave every support to the
President and Chairman, and we all hope too that he will
visit the Branch more often. After the tables were cleared,
the assembly split up into parties to enjoy a quiet chat,
whilst a guest pianist entertained others with popular
melodies.
Later, when the President and his party had departed,
proceedings livened up and Harry Lake (who had done a
very good job as M.C.), assisted by the Chairman, Jack
Harrison and others, gave us some of his " special " efforts.
At that point the writer had to leave, and with the im
pression that the function had been a very successful and
happy one.
In conclusion, a party headed by Albert Medhurst will
proceed to the London Branch, on 27th June, 1952, to
present a token of thanks to that Branch for its generous
help to the Standard Fund.
We are all looking forward to the reunion at Maidstone
next month. Incidentally we are making a call at the
" Buck's Head," Godden Green, Sevenoaks, on our return
journey to greet our friends Mr. and Mrs. R. Snow. Best
wishes to all members and Branches from—
" Ravensbourne."

CHATHAM BRANCH

O

UR monthly meeting was held on the 9th June, the
Chair being taken by Mr. H. L. Davison, at 8 p.m.
The following officers were present: Maj. R. W.
Brothers, Alf Tapp, M.C., G. Anchors, Joe Wright and
S. L. T. Thompson. Apologies for absence were received
from exR.S.M. Jim Smith (sick), Maj. Brothers said he
was pleased to see such a good attendance of members
which included Maj. H. M. Smith, M.B.E.
He went on
to say how pleased he was to see Mr. Harrington present,
who for some time had been suffering from illness. Joe
Wright expressed the hope that members would turn up
in full force for the Reunion on the 20th July.
The
Branch received an invitation from Giliingham British
Legion to attend a service at St. Augustine Church, on Sun
day, 6th July. It was decided to send a letter to Mr. Peters,
an old member of the Branch, congratulating him on the
award of the gold medal of the British Legion, and the
hope was expressed of his future company. The booby
prize of a basket comprising lettuce, spring onions and new
potatoes, was won by E. J. Munchin.
On the 31st May I called on three old comrades of
the Regiment at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, C/Sgt. Dale,
Binder and Arthur Seamon, who was in the same recruit
squad as I at the Depot, and together again in " G " Coy.,
South Africa. Later in the day I attended the parade
and service at St. Paul's Cathedral of South African War
Veterans, the salute being taken by the Earl of Athlonc.
After the service we were addressed by Field Marshal
Ironside, whose many humorous remarks caused great
laughter from the Veterans. At the parade I met Mr.
R. H. Rouse, a former member of the 2nd Bn. Band. Roll
on the Reunion, when I hope to see many old comrades
who soldiered with me in the " Naughty Nineties."
Yours respectfully,
W. Williams, Giliingham.

GUERNSEY BRANCH

O

NCE again J put pen to paper to let you know how
our small Branch is progressing.
On our last
meeting it was decided that the following would form
our new committee: —
Chairman, C. R. Baker; President, R. Thatcher;
VicePresident, S. E. Brookes; Secretary, E. Godfrey,
3, Cordier Hill, St. Peter Port.
During the last couple of months we have had poor
attendances owing to a number of members being employed
in the tomato trade, but we have had quite a few old com
rades over here on holiday and with the British Legion
Conference, which was a great success. Among those who
we have welcomed to our Isle was Brig.General Ingham,
Major Lewis Barned, Bdm. Heron, exCpls. Lovelace
Edwards, and a representative who brought us good wishes
from Mr. L. Dawson, Secretary, 11th Bn. We had a
small gathering to welcome Brig.General Ingham, and all
agreed it was a very pleasant evening, and we hope that
all members of the Association who visit our isle will get
in touch with our Secretary so as to enable as many mem
bers from our Branch to get together to welcome them.
Old Faithful.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

185

HORTON KIRBY PAPER MILLS
LTD.
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NOTED

FARMER & BROWN ALES
Agents for—

BARCLAY'S LAGER
ASHFORD VALLEY CYDERS
MEDWAY MINERAL WATERS
Wines & Spirits of the choicest brand
Price List on application. All goods delivered.
'Phone Maidstone 3090

22, WEEK STREET
MAIDSTONE

ESTABLISHED 1770.

Civil and Military Tailors
and Outfitters
97 New Bond Street, London, W.l
Telephone: Grosvenor 501678

Special Export Facilities
Our Representative will wait upon you where and
when you so desire, and at our premises every
courtesy and attention is assured to both old and
new customers

Emergency Service: Tailormade Uniforms to
individual measurements within 48 hours
Branches at

CAMBERLEY, ALDERSHOT, SALISBURY
CATTERICK
Appointed Tailors to over fifty Regiments and Corps

Make Papermaking
Your Career
CANTEEN AND SPORTS FACILITIES PROVIDED
All enquiries to Company's Office :

SOUTH DARENTH
Nr.

DARTFORD

Farningham Road Station \ mile
Buses to Farningham and Dartford a few minutes' walk

TELEPHONE

:

FARNINGHAM 3244

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

186

LONDON BRANCH
SATURDAY 13th SEPTEMBER, 1952
Book this date with the LONDON BRANCH for their
ANNUAL SOCIAL and DANCE at the Bridge House
Restaurant, London Bridge (near Stations); 7 p.m. to
II p.m. Teddy Mortimer's Band. Tickets 7/6 each.
Buffet.
We welcome all members of the Regiment.
Branches and their friends.
Tickets now obtainable from Secretary, Mr. W. A. Cole,
23. Hertford Street, London, W.I. Telephone Mayfair 2277.

M

ORE than fifty members turned up at our last
meeting held on the 30th May, and we again had
the pleasure of electing new members. Two of
them are very wellknown to me personally, one very well
known throughout the Regiment. The third not so well
known, but, nevertheless, a most welcome member. I refer
to Capt. J. Hammond, who becomes a life member of the
Branch, exCpl. Johnny Maunders—1st Bn.. and C.S.M.
Garrod, who had come along specially to join us.
We
extended to them our usual hearty welcome, and hope to
be seeing them often.
The meeting began with Brigadier A. Riddell introduc
ing Col. H. N. Edwards, who, although 1 missed the
President's opening words, is now, I understand, the Mayor
of Westminster. We all listened very intently to the
Colonel's short speech and he was accorded a very hearty
handclap. We all congratulated him very much and hope
his reign is a long and happy one. 1 remember the Colonel
when he was O.C. " G " Coy., Rugeley Camp, where we
started the first recruits' company after the first war. Per
haps Col. Edwards can cast his mind back to Lts. Lane
and Samson, then 2/Lt. R. O. Pulverman, C.S.M. Gillespie
and C.Q.M.S. Davis. I could name one or two Sgts., such
as French. Lawrence and Hamblin, but will not tax the
Colonel with that. I was in Hamblin's platoon.
Also among our members present was Col. B. L.
Clay and Maj. A. S. Bredon, and I was pleased to see
Harry and Charles Dumbrell again. There were twelve
ladies present, wives of our Chairman, Harry Elson, Capt.
Hammond, Len Remfrey, Harry Lake, Daphne—younger
daughter of Harry Elson. my wife, daughter, and Valerie
Hammond, among our usual stalwarts. It was nice to see
Joe Edwards again and Scotty too was there, again making
certain of saying the wrong thing at the most inopportune
time. Fortunately we have all given up all hope of con
verting Scotty, so he is allowed to waffle and is greeted
by uproarous applause, whatever he says.
I spent a few moments in the company of a couple of
our old members, Messrs. Bill Page and Spud Evans, who
were both pre1914 and had lots to say about the first war.
Both knew George Elliott very well and Spud was at the
Depot from 19201926, so he was quite knowledgeable
about Maidstone. Bill had been a weapon training in
structor in his day and both were at KutelAmara with
George Elliott, whom they hope to see at the Reunion. I
informed them there was little doubt that George would be
there as usual.
My friend, Dusty Miller, informs me he is to be an
instructor in the Home Guard. No comments. Scotty,
who has a son working in Belgium, tells me that there are
more than twenty exmembers of the regiment who are

working in and around the same area as his son. J under
stand the War Graves Commission has a lot to do with
their labour, and it is nice to know that so many of our
exmembers undoubtedly keep the old flag flying on that
part of the Continent, so wellknown to our 191418 war
veterans. Scotty will be our standard bearer on the parade
at Nelson's Column on 21st October.
We have received our lists of members so kindly run
off a duplicator by W.O. Hallet, and we are able to see at
a glance, not only members' names, but with which Bn.
they served.
We were reminded that next month we were due to
elect the Chairman, Secretary, Committees, etc., for the
coming year, and our Chairman asked everyone to make
a special effort to attend our next meeting.
A cricket match v. the P. & P., Maidstone, is to be
arranged for 31st August, and it is hoped we shall field
a strong side, hoping that one or two of the Catford Branch
will join us for the clay. More of that next month.
Now comes the piece de resistance which undoubtedly
came as a shock to most of us. Len Pemfrey began the
task in February of this year when he wrote to Col. Elliott,
of the 1st Bn., and asked him whether he could assist in
getting the serving lads to join our Branch. The task
ended on 28th May when Len received the final rolls from
the 1st Bn. signifying those who wished to join. We are
deeply indebted to Len for his idea and for his persistence
in seeing this through. Nobody works harder for the
Branch: he has stolen a march on other Branches and
they will no doubt wonder why they hadn't thought of the
idea.
Briefly, on 28th February, letter to Col. Elliott with
the request to assist. 30th March letter from Capt. Sivers,
who had been appointed to represent London Branch
interests. He gave short lectures to troops in turn by
Coys. As Coys, are 200 miles apart, the time taken for
this was naturally lengthy. On 22nd May Len received
rolls of two Coys, with 100 nominees for election, and on
28th May the roll of " B " Coy. with 69 names, including
that of Maj. V. Dover, M.C., a total of 169 new members,
78 due for release in 1952, and the majority of the re
mainder in 1953. We of the London Branch, therefore,
wish not only to congratulate Len on his scoop, but offer
our heartfelt thanks to Lt.Col. G. G. Elliott. D.S.O., Maj.
V. Dover, M.C., and Capt. (Q.M.) A. E. Sivers, M.M.,
for their very kind cooperation and interest in this task
of keeping our Regiment together after serving days are
over and we are toiling as civilians. Long may this spirit,
which at present prevails in our branch, remain with us.
More next month.
The Spider.
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NCE again the time has come for our Annual Re
Union which is about one week earlier than has
been the custom. However, in spite of this being the
signal that half the cricket season has slipped by, we hope
we shall have a really good gathering from all Branches.
The first event of importance concerning the Branch
that took place in June was our Cricket Fixture (combined
with the Regimental Depot) versus Linton Hospital Staff
C.C., at Linton on WhitMonday. This was an allday
match with fine weather but a rather fresh wind. Our team

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
batted first and were scon in trouble with 2 wickets down
for 1, but Cpl. Smith and Staff Sgt. Robertson played
steadily and carried the score to 18 before the next wicket
fell. From then on wickets tumbled monotonously until 9
were down for 38, when the last pair managed to muster
a useful 20, Jim Piggott being unbeaten for a valuable 16.
Total 58. The opposing bowlers shared the wickets with
5 for 22 and 5 for 27.
The time had now arrived for lunch so we all
adjourned to the local for an appetiser prior to taking an
excellent lunch at which about 40 in all attended. There
were several of our ladies who had braved, too, rather fresh
wind who had come along to give their staunch support.
Our team gave the Hospital a shock by securing two
of their wickets in the first two overs for 6, and Fred
Farrington secured a valuable wicket in the fourth over
which he bowled to allow our bowlers to change ends. This
seemed to have inspired our chaps for six wickets were
scon down for 36. At this stage the opposing captain came
to the rescue of his side by some very steady play until
he was eventually lbw to another one of Fred Farrington's
—55 for 7 could we do it—no, the next wicket fell at 61
at which total the side were all out. This was rather
exciting. Our second innings opened disastrously the first
four wickets were down for 3 when Jim Piggott (who had
been raised in the batting order) again stemmed the onrush
and the next two wickets fell at 17. At this stage two of our
team had collected a brace (E. Harris and F. Farrington).
Norman Dumbrell helped with the aid of a runner to raise
the total with a useful 10 but the side were all out for 33.
The weather had been brightening up and the sun getting
fairly warm. In the second innings the openers for Linton
Hospital were more cautious and managed to carry the
score to 26 for 1 and eventually won by 9 wickets. They
batted on until 6.30 p.m. when the score stood at 86 for 6
stumps were drawn.
We were glad to see more members of the Branch and
their ladies come along in the afternoon and have tea
with us. But it was very disappointing that following the
match a social evening was not laid on as planned. How
ever, 1 think most of us enjoyed the day and finished up
in the local in the right spirit. No record is available of
the darts match but 1 think our team gave a reasonable
account of themselves.
Our next match was to be played on the 22nd June but
was brought forward to the 15th when we entertained the
local branch of the Royal Naval Association to some
cricket. With overcast skies at about 2.45, having won the
toss our team elected to bat. It was soon evident that the
Navy were rather weak in bowling and to add to their
troubles a sharp short shower, which caused the sawdust
to appear did the trick, our second and third wickets went
down at 52. but other batsmen were finding runs easily and
at tea time—when the weather had cleared the sun shining
The Queen's Own had 138 for 6 wickets on the telegraph.
This gave the Royal Navy something to think ab nit
while they were enjoying a cup of tea. Mr. Bray was in
great form with the bat in obtaining 69 of our score before
he snicked one to the wicketkeeper. Once again, in spite
of the uncertain weather we had a really good gatnering,
about 60 having tea at the pavilion.
Having obtained a reasonable score we intended to
really give the sailors a drubbing and proceeded to do so
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by obtaining their first two wickets for five. Sedge, who
was in great form secured his second victim with his next
over when the Navy tried to stem the tide. At 22 and .'4
they lost their next wickets and eventually reached 34 for 6.
The remaining four wickets fell at this score and The
Queen's Own won the match by 103 runs. Messrs. Genn
and Sedge bowled unchanged and secured 3 for 27 and 7
for 7 respectively. As there was still about half an hour
to go the R.N.A. sent in some of their players to get in
some batting practice and mustered about 24 for 4 when
stumps were drawn.
The remainder of the evening was rounded off by play
ing some indoor games in the Mess. A darts team of six
aside managed a line win by two legs to one when the
sailors (wanting a double top) thought they had it in the
bag—just too bad. Once again we have to thank Ben Bray
for pulling off the match with an excellent throw for 69
(finish on a double) to win the match. This was really
rubbing it in since Ben had scored 69 runs against them at
cricket in the afternoon. The sailors seemed a little better
at snooker, but as this followed the darts match and it was
getting on in the evening their narrow win is understood.
We shall be playing them again on 17th August when we
hope to "Repeat the dose."
It was reported at our monthly meeting that three new
members had joined the Branch and we hope they will
give their support by attending our meetings which are held
so that old comrades can meet and chat over old times and
also help others along and get them to join. At this meet
ing our shooting team was selected to represent the Branch
at the ReUnion SmallBore match. They are Messrs.
Wells, Dumbrell, Sergison and Barham.
Ben Bray has
been selected as reserve. We have great faith in them and
sincerely hope they will be able to win that silver cup
mentioned in the Q.O.G. notice for June, 1952.
Our standardbearer has also been given his orders and
we shall be more than pleased if he can win the competition
this year.
The first list of names were taken of those members
who want to attend the London Branch Annual Dance and
Social in London Saturday, 13th September, 1952. If you
want to come you are advised to let the Branch Secretary
know early—we shall leave barracks about 6 p.m. Cost
will be 10s. per head (balance from branch funds).
Our tennis season starts early in July and we hope to
report favourable progress in our next contribution.
FORTHCOMING EVRNTS
15th August—Monthly meeting at Sgts'. Mess, the
Barracks, 7.45 p.m.
17th August—Cricket, versus Royal Naval Association
(Maidstone Branch), on the Barracks pitch, com
mence at 2.30 p.m.
6th September—Regimental Anniversary Dance at the
Barracks. (Organised by the Regimental Depot).
7th September—Cricket, versus Regimental Depot at
Barracks, 2.30 p.m.
13th September—Coach party to London Branch
Annual Dance and Social (leave the Barracks
about 6 p.m.).
19th September—Monthly Meeting at Sgts'. Mess, the
Barracks, 7.45 p.m.
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REFLECTIONS
(Continued from December, 1951)
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INGSDOWN, Deal, Walmer, Martin Mill, Mill Hill.
These names conjure up innumerable memories for
B Coy—some good—some not so good—and some
pretty awful.
We cannot leave this neighbourhood too
soon and pass on our reflective way, so we'll just meander
awhile through the lanes of reminiscence. Remember the
Working Men's Club at Mill Hill, and the school which
billeted two platoons in the classrooms, and the Sgts.' Mess
up in the teachers' quarters? What were we singing then
—"I don't want to set the world on fire"—"Yours."
Gave 'em a rare bashing too.
Bert Childerley was the big white chief of the Sgts.'
Mess, members of which included C.S.M. Dave Helmore,
C/Sgt. F. C. Johnson, Sgt. Len Clarke, L/Sgt. Dooky
Smale, Sgt. Wally Batstone, Sgt. Webb and Sgt. Webster.
Remember too the bang on spit and polish guards
that were put on at Bn. Headquarters, each commanded
by a Sergeant, when the R.S.M. (Tim Creed) took special
pains to pick some fault or other—be it ever so minute—
boots shone to the nth degree—brasses dazzling beyond the
dreams of metal polish manufacturers—webbing blancoed
as smooth and as clear as never a professional decorator
could distemper his walls. And the drill—practice after
practice until it was so perfect that only a Tim could have
found a fault—and find it he did—invariably. Once a
boot lace tag was a bit dull—another time the back of
a cap badge had a spot of metal polish on it. We even
imagined that at times he breathed on a bit of brass just
to be able to put it in his little book. It was on one of
these guards that Len Clarke blotted his copybook by
porting arms a la 1940 instead of a la 1941! The earth
trembled at that moment!
During the time that we were in this neighbourhood,
part of the Coy. went off to an island off Portsmouth
to undergo some Commando training. This will have to
be the subject of another story, but those that remained
behind were attached to A Coy. just on the outskirts ol
Deal. There were pretty heavy defences here, and under
the guidance of Chunky Webster, we soon learnt to fiddle
around with Vickers guns mounted on the front.
We
went back to the usual coastal guards and had some pretty
nifty arguments with the C.S.M. of A Coy. (Mick Cunnell,
later to join us) about who was who and who wasn't.
On this subject of guards, we guarded at one time
a stretch of beach leading from Kingsdown towards Deal,
and the manpower shortage became most acute, owing
to the number of guards that had to be lound. " Nights
in bed " became the stock phrase, and there were many
anomalies in the Platoon system, some Platoons being
stronger than others.
Things were pretty cushy for a
while, then one night the R.S.M. and 2 i/c. (Maj. Loveless)
paid a nocturnal visit to our position, and, threading a
cautious way through the minefields and beach defences,
were astonished to hear a nightingale singing. Sentries?
Never 'eard of 'em. The guard was snoring peacefully
in the guardroom, all but stripped down and in their
pyjamas!
From that moment, things became rather different.
" Equipment will be worn " appeared on detail. Visiting
orderly officers will sign the book.
No one will sleep
whilst on guard duty—whether on sentry or in the guard

room. Spoilt things a little—though perhaps it was just
as well. An alarm system was installed from the sentry's
post to the guard room, and a series of signals by bell
indicated what the sentry meant to convey. Needless to
say, some unofficial signals were also put into practice.
Five or six short sharp blasts on the bell meant " Where
the hell's my relief?"
10 PI. will probably well remember their billet in
this area called " The Blue Anchor." At one time, owing
to courses, leaves, illnesses, etc., there were no officers in
the Platoon, and there was but one N.C.O.—one L/Cpl.
Hickson.
Bert Leworthy was O.C. cookhouse at one time,
followed by a bloke called Tye lent from another Coy.
In this connection (still on 10 PI.) it was not unusual for
them to have concertina music for dinner instead of grub
—played, at that, behind locked doors.
Later on Fred Barker came along and cookhouse
troubles were over.
Remember the time when Tiger Hone joined and the
fun and games that ensued? How Hank decided to sleep
in the loft—and Sheriff was called out on a false " stand
to "—chasing his Bren to the cliff top at 2 o'clock in the
morning? How, when Danny reported sick one morning
certain mystic words appeared on the M.O.'s walls? And
that practice marchpast when Danny fell flat on his back
at the critical moment?
Yes, there are some memories here. " Sam" Isaacs'
personal party for his Platoon, when all most certainly
had a grand time. We were very sorry to see him leave
us soon after this. He was a grand feller. Then there
was the letter that was sent to London and the subsequent
visit from a deafaid concern, asking for Bertie Nash.
Caused a bit of a commotion that one.
Soon after Alf Webb joined 10 PI., its billet was
moved to the cliff top, and it was here that happened
the amazing "Wally Hill Mystery"—the "who dunnit "
that mystified the Coy. (or most of 'em) for months after
wards. This story deserves detail, and here it is as told
by an eyewitness:
" It was from a room in these billets that I was to
witness an occurrence that caused a tremendous stir in
the Bn., and a full scale inquiry to be held at Mill Hill.
It was a pleasant Saturday afternoon, 1 had to wait the
usual halfhour for Sniffy to get ready for town, and was
gazing out of the window down on to the beach, which
hereabouts was dotted with huts. Suddenly, 1 saw L/Cpl.
Wally Hill behaving in a most peculiar manner. More so
than usual. First he dashed from one hut to another—
waited a bit—peeped round the corner—broke cover and
made a dash for the next. This happened several times,
then all at once he threw his hand to his neck before
making cover of the last hut. I didn't see him any more
that day. I mentioned those queer happenings to Sniffy
and Mick when they came in, but they didn't show much
interest, so I put it out of my mind until coming home
on the bus that night, I heard that someone had shot
Wally Hill.
Little did I know at the time that I was
watching him dodge bullets down on the beach. I went
to a room there and found a .22 rifle and a box of
ammo, lying around. I also saw the men responsible for
the deed, but they must remain anonymous.
For my
part 1 never mentioned what I saw or knew, but 1 do
say now, that it was all done for a joke. Those responsible
thought a .22 pretty harmless at that range—I should
say at least 200 yards.
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The Rootes Group Organisation today encircles the world. Its
products are famous in 119 countries and its plants occupy 5

HILLMAN

million square feet in Britain alone. This vast worldwide organ
isation came into being only 53 years ago in Hawkhurst.

The
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mainspring of this swift progress has been a standard of quality
and service never surpassed — a standard held in high ideal in
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every branch of the Rootes Organisation throughout the world,
and not least at ROOTES MAIDSTONE, the modern successor
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to the original premises.
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Wood pulp from Finland is unloaded at Aylesford Paper Mills.
This pulp is the raw material of paper.

THE REED PAPER GROUP includes:

AYLESFORD PAPER MILLS
TOVIL MILLS
THE 'LONDON PAPER MILLS CO. LTD.
THE MEDWAY CORRUGATED PAPER CO. LTD.
MEDWAY PAPER SACKS LTD.
BROOKGATE INDUSTRIES LTD.
THE SOUTHERN PAPER STOCK CO. LTD.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
' Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt."
The White Horse of

The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."

Kent with the motto " Invicta."

"Vimiera," " Corunna," " Almarez," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," " Poninsula," " Punniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwal,". " Sobraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1019."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" Mons," " Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," " Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messlnes, 1914, '17," " Yprcs, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg," "Loos,"
" Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " FlersCourcelette,"
" Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18" "Arras, 1917 '18," " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917,"
" Oppy," " Pllckem," " Langemarck. 1917," " Menin Road." " Polygon Wood," " Broodseinde," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai,
1917, '18," " St. Quentln," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux," " Lys," " Hazebrouck," " Kemmel," " Amiens," " Bapaume,
1918," " Hlndenburg Line." " Epehy," " Canal du Nord," " St. Quentin Canal," " Courtrai," " Selle," " Sambre," " France and
Flanders. 191418," "Italy, 191718," " Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," " Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumanl," " Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine. 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" Sharqat," " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record Office—Warwick.
Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The Carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment (M.G.)
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces:
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions:
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
Malaya.
4th Bn. (T.A.)
Tonbridge.
ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major R. E. Moss.

" The Queen's Own Gazette " Is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with a
Unit of the Regiment, should address their MSS. to the SubEditor of the Battalion with which they are serving: otherwise
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ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: MajorGenaral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANT-COLONELS

Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B., M.C.
Talbot. D. E. B„ D.S.O., M.C.
Martyn, A., O.B.E.

Appointments
R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
A.A.G., War Office.
A.Q.M.G., G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
MAJORS

BoothTucker, J. M. D.
Heygate, E. S., M.C.
Andrews, D. H.. M.C.
Jackson, L. F. W.
Elliott, G. G.. D.S.O.
Brooke, H. J. S., O.B.E. .
Hazelton, B. E„ D.S.O., M
Fawcett, G. P.
Spurr, E. C
Stoneham, B. J. S.
Keenlyside, C. H.
Moss, R. E.
Fyler, A. R.
Buckle, P. C. M.
Flint, A. J. M.. M.B.E.
Crook, P. E., O.B.E.
Read, M. R., M.C.
Butler, R.. M.B.E., M.C.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L., M.C.
Jackson, D. W.
Thomas R. C. W.. O.B.E.
Bailey, J. D. B.
Archer, M. G. M.. M.C.
Rickcord, M. B.
Turner, P. R. H.
Dowse, R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H.
Faulkner, D. O.
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring H. B. H.

(T/Lt.Col.), Comd. 32! E.A. Ltb. Gp.
H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 3rd Nigeria Regt.
(T/Lt.Col.) Comd. 4/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) Comd. 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.A.G., War Office.
O.C. West African Trg. Ctre., Accra.
M.S. Branch, G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
2 i/c 1/R.W.K.
Permanent President, C.M., H.C.D.
2 i/c 2 (N.Y.) Bn., K.A.R.
O.C., Depot.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G., H.Q.,
Land Forces, Hong Kong.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
M.A. to CinC F.A.R.E.L.F.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Bde. Adj., H.C. Bde.
G.S. (W.) 1, War Office.
G 2, Joint Intel. Staff, W.O.
(T/Lt.Col.), H.Q., B.T.E.
G.S.O. II (Ops.), Commonwealth Div.
Melbourne, Australia.
G.S.O. 2, M.E.L.F., 17.
M.E. Centre, for Arab Studies.
Inst., R.M.A., Sandhurst.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
G.S.O. 2 (Air) H.Q., Malaya.
1/R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
1/R.W.K.
CAPTAINS

Eason, J. A.. T.D.
Brock, J. H., T.D.
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth. G. U., M.B.E.
Dover, V., M.C. ..
Clarke, H. W.
White, R. K
Willis, C. F., T.D.
Roper, I. H.. M.C.
Monckton, D., M.C., T.D.
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman, E. G., M.C.,
Hunting, K. M.
Burke, R. A.. M.C.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmillan, H. A.
Blum, D. E.
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.
Abplonalp, V. C.
Osborne. E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.

G.I 11, Northern Comd.
(T/Maj.), Mons Offr. Cadet School.
H.Q., 27 Inf. Bde.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q 24 Inf. Bde.
G 2, British Forces, Hong Kong.
(T/Major), 1/R.W.K.
2/3(K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
Depot Holdee.
Staff College, Camberley.
1/R.W.K.
Adjt. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Reyt.,
T.A.
1/R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
G.S.O. II (Inf.) H.Q., B.A.O.R.
G.S.O. I l l Soumaldist.
O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
Adjt., 1/R.W.K.
Boys' Bn., Tuxford Camp.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
Eaton Hall, O.C. Sch.
Adit. 4/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
11R.W.K.
H.Q. Inf. Bde., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Staff Capt., Kuala Lumpur Garr.
G.3, H.Q., Malaya.
LIEUTENANTS

Clarke, C. S.
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R.
Scouller, J. A.
Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P.
Stock, P. R.
Leigh, P. S.
Howlett, G. H. W., M.C.

Airborne Forces Depot.
(T/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
S.C., Soumaldist.
(T/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
(T/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
Malayan Basic T.C.
Adjt. Depot.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
2nd LIEUTENANTS

Craven, C. E.
Neve, R. W.

1/R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
QUARTERMASTERS

Pond, B. A., M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E., M.M.
Blake, A. G.. M.B.E.

(Maj.) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
(Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M. (S.I.B.) G.H.O
M.E.L.F
P.R.S., H.Q., M.E.L.F.

Names
Thrift. K. G., O.B.E.
Allen, R. H. D., M.C.. T.D.

CAPTAINS

Trumper, J. M. S. W
Thornton, A. S
Russell, H. C.. M.C., D.C.M.
Marsh, H. W

..

De Havilland, V
Miller, D. S.
Douris, I. A.
Bell, T. D
Desmond, M. F
Mugford, N. D.
. .
. .
Fitzpatrick, J. N
BrooksHarrington, E. W.
Mannering, L. A
Huckle, G. S.
Gibbons, A.
Mott, D. H„ M.M.
'. .
Jones, F. J.
Duffield, G.
Andrews, L. G
Mansfield, A. P
McDowell, P. B
Ellwood, K. S
Allberry, R. F
Beaumont, S. H
Dinsdale, J. W
Woolstencroft, D. H

..
..

..

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Regt.
P. & E.E. Pendine.
2/3 (K.), K.A.R., East Africa.
Adjt. Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin
H.Q., S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
Cambridge Hospital, Aldershot.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
H.Q. Northern Command.
Ass. Camp Comdt., B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
20, Families Camp, Dover.
B.A.O.R., 4.
H.Q. Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
14 Bn. R.A.O.C.
(T./Maj.) A.S.P.T.

T/Capt., A.P.I.U. (U.K.").
Depot Holdee.

LIEUTENANTS

Davis, B. A.
Allen, W. D.
Marshall, E. J.
Trevett, A. F.
Whitewood, V. i
Crump, E. D.
Gray, M. H.
Wood, W. R.
Elwell, H. C.
Thatcher, F. W.
Hatt, P. R.
Thatcher, F. W.

5/Malay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Wessex G.T.C.
1/R.W.K.
(2/Lt.) 1/R.W.K.
Nigeria Regt., W.A.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(2/Lt.) att. East Surrey Regt.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1 R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
6th (TT) Bn. K.A.R.
Depot Holdee.
QUARTERMASTERS

Watts, A. E, M.B.E., T.D.
Cook, E. S
Hunt, W. G.

..

Camp Commdt., H.C.D.
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
4th Bn. Malay Regt.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash, W., M.B.E., T.D.
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL

Jackson, L. F. W

Comd.,

4/R.W.K.

MAJORS

Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Bird, C. W. L., T.D.
Coombes, A. H., T.D.
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.

Stocker, J. D., M.C., T.D.
Coath, T. C.
Cocksedge, R. E. C.
CAPTAINS

Blum, D. E., Adjt.
Ford, A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.
Bobby, J.
LIEUTENANTS

CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.
Newman, B. J.
Pennells, H. D. A.
Lovell, F. W.

McCormack, J. D.
Nash, W. M. K.
Baker, L. B. C.
Waters, B. C. H.
Duggan, H. R.
2nd LIEUTENANTS

Clemence, M. J.

QUARTERMASTER

Blake, A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.

National Service Officers
Maclay, J. N. (Lt.).
Hatwell, A. B. (2/Lt.).
Taggart, M. (a/Lt.)
Robson, T. R. J. (a/Lt.).
BracewellMilnes, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Ferguson, H. A. L. (2/Lt.).
Snell, H. B. (a/Lt.)
Hawkins, H. C. A. (Lt.).
Evans, C. M. (a/Lt.)

White, D. R. (2/Lt.).
Thwaites, N. C. (a/Lt.)
Olilvie, J. B. (a/Lt.)
Coleman, J. S. (a/Lt.)
Reoch, D. C. D. (2/Lt.).
Fry, R. A. (a/Lt.)
Curry, A. J. (2/Lt.).
Hutchinson, C. M. H. (2/Lt.
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The Commanding Officer of the Regiment is Lt.Col.
J. B. Rousseau, E.D.

Tutorial

*

THE EDITORIAL CHAIR
'"T"* HE editorial chair has been vacated temporarily by
Lt.Col. A. A. Eason, whom we hope is enjoying a
*
wellearned spot of leave fishin' in the Lake District.
I'm sure our readers will join us in wishing him and
his family a very pleasant holiday.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

During the service in All Saints' Church, the Colonel
of the Regiment unveiled a tablet to the memory of the
late Col. H. D. BuchananDunlop. The inscription on the
tablet reads: —
"To the memory of Colonel Henry Donald
BuchananDunlop, C.M.G., D.S.O., 18781950, who
was proud to serve in The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment.
Commanding the 1st Battalion,
France, 191517, and India, 192125."
*

#

*

*

Before concluding our Reunion notes, we would like
to pay a tribute to the Maidstone Branch of the Past and
Present Association for their very valuable assistance in
helping to make the Reunion the great success it
undoubtedly was.
*

*

*

*

REGIMENTAL DINNER and AT HOME, 1953
The date of these functions has been fixed by the
Officers' Association of the Regimental Council for Friday,
22nd May, 1953.
*

*

*

*

AFFILIATED REGIMENTAL NEWS
The Colonel of the Regiment is in possession of a
very interesting and welcome letter from The Carlton and
York Regiment of Canada, describing the activities of the
Regiment. Not the least interesting item in the letter was
that covering the "swearing in " ceremony, which took place
on February 8th, 1952, when the Commanding Officer
swore in all officers to allegiance to The Queen. .
During the year, the Regiment welcomed a new
Honorary Lt.Col. in the person of Lt.Gen. E. W. Sansom,
C.B., D.S.O., wartime Commander of the 5th Canadian
Division and the 2nd Canadian Army Corps, who suc
ceeded MajGen. Guy R. Turner, C.B., D.S.O., M.C., to
this post.

*

We regret to record the death of the Marchioness of
Camden, whom many will remember presented Colours to
the 1st Bn. at Dover in 1909.

THE 14th ANNUAL REUNION
According to hearsay, the Reunion was adjudged to
be " better than ever." There appeared to be an increase
in the numbers attending, and the weather was all that
could be desired.
Amidst popular acclaim the Colonel of the Regiment
read out congratulatory telegrams of good wishes from
Her Majesty The Queen. H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, our
ColonelinChief, and one from all ranks of the Canterbury
Regiment of New Zealand.
General Oliver, in a very few words, referred to the
work of the 1st Bn. in Malaya, and, in passing, mentioned
some of the celebrities present at the lunch, including
Brig. Whitty and our new InPensioner at The Royal
Hospital, Tom Vidler. Mention was also made of the
presence of Cpl. Pannel, D.C.M., and L/Cpl. Martin, M.M.
His remarks were loudly applauded.

*

The Editor expresses his sincere regret for the
inadvertent omission of the Catford and District Branch
notes in the June issue of the Regimental Journal.

*

.

Social and Personal

C

APTAIN N. D. Mugford informs us that he has a
walking plaster on his leg at the moment which is
doing exceedingly well after the bone and skin graft
operations—so well in fact that they have let him out of
hospital for a month. "Ronnie" Mines visited him in
Cambridge Hospital.
Sf
»
«
»

Paulette O'Dowda, daughter of Lt.Gen. Sir James
O'Dowda and Lady O'Dowda, has graduated from Edin
burgh University, gaining her M.B., CH.B. degree in
medicine.
Previous to entering the University in 1947, Paulette
O'Dowda served for six years in the A.T.S., enlisting as a
volunteer in June, 1940, before she was eighteen. Joining
AntiAircraft Command she qualified first
as Kine
Theodolite, and then as Radar Specialist from 1943, serving
with the guns in the London area. At the close of hostilities
she took a Commission, remaining in the Army until
October, 1946. On her demobilisation she worked for her
entrance to the University at the Harris Institute, Preston,
passing in March, 1947, and entering the Medical Faculty,
Edinburgh University, the following October.
a.

$

*

In spite of Lt.Col. Scott's success in the Golf Tourna
ment he was suffering from an attack of fibrositis. We
extend our sympathy and hope that he will soon be able
to swing his clubs with more vigour than ever.
#
C
*
#
Lt.Col. BoothTucker has forsaken his job of ship's
commandant on African Trooping for a more steady type
of deck. He is now located at H.Q. 321 (East African)
Group, M.E.L.F., 11.
sS
!S
#
$
Maj. E. G. Woodman, writing from H.Q., B.A.O.R.,
tells us that the only officer of the Regt. he has met was
Capt. Andrews, who is G.S.O. 3 on Intel. Stall". He also
met Maj. Paul Austen in the bar of the 21 Club. He
transferred from the Regt. and is now O.C. of the Central
Purchasing Unit, R.A.O.C., B.A.O.R. He was pleased
to renew acquaintance with somebody from his old Regt.
!>
«
»
a
Mr. B. Stokes, Packenham, near Bury St. Edmunds,
who is 81 years of age, tells us that he was the Depot
'gardener during 1919, and that he is still working as a full
time gardener for a padre who is a native of Maidstone.
We take this opportunity of wishing him many more years
of good health. It gives us much pleasure to know that
our old soldiers are hale and hearty.
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Maj. M. R. Read who is at the Canadian .School of
Infantry, writes:—"The C.O. of the Kent Regt., Lt.Col.
Mclntyre, D.S.O., invited Mary, myself and Wigg (?) to
Chatham, as guests of the Regt. last weekend. They
were carrying out a combined operations exercise on the
Sunday and it was an excellent opportunity to meet a
great number of the officers. The exercise went very well.
The Regt. embarked on Fairmiles of the R.C.N., trans
ferred to fishing boats off above and then stormed ashore.
The landing was supported by a squadron from the reserve
R.C.A.F. unit in London, Ontario, and by sapper bangs
representing Artillery fire.
An enthusiastic enemy were
provided by the Cadets from Chatham Collegiate, who are
affiliated to the Kent Regiment. They are sending news
paper cuttings reporting the exercise to you. The Regt's.
kindness and generosity to myself and family was over
whelming and nothing was too much trouble."
V
(c
:S
«
Maj. R. Butler wishes us
his correct address is " Old
Barracks, Canterbury."
His
Brigade, Canterbury.
a
a

to let his friends know that
Park Lodge, New Infantry
location is Home Counties
a

a

Brig. Western slates that he and his wife are fit and
flourishing. The children took a little time to settle down
on their arrival in East Africa. They are now in grand
form. " Pam " is enjoying life, playing polo and generally
messing about with her ponies. He says " 1 have not
started again as I find that I don't bounce as easily as
I did once upon a time." He goes on to say " I hear that
' Kip' has arrived !
We have two officers at the
E.A.T.C. (East African Training Centre), Winstanley and
Ellwood. Brig. Whitty passed through on his way home
a fortnight ago. Pam and I went down and had tea with
him and Mrs. Whitty—they both looked very fit and were in
splendid form—it was grand to see them again.
" I wish we were at home to join in the social functions,
—however, it won't be long now before we shall be able
to. Please remember me to everyone.
"Oh ! We have had BoothTucker in Nairobi for
about six weeks, we saw quite a lot of him; still as amusing
as ever. He has now gone oft" to M.E. to command one
of our Pioneer Groups."



LETTERS T O T H E EDITOR
The Kent Regiment,
Chatham, Ontario,
Dear Sir,
Canada.
The Kent Regiment enjoyed a visit from Maj. Michael
Read, M.C., The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt.,
his wife and daughter, while conducting a combined
operations weekend scheme recently.
Currently stationed at the Royal Canadian School
of Infantry, Camp Borden, Ontario. Maj. Read extended
the best wishes of the Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt.
to this unit. He was welcomed by Lt.Col. D. W. Mclntyre,
D.S.O., Officer Commanding the Kent Regiment.
This year, the unit is celebrating its Sesquicentennial
(150th) Birthday. Although lesser functions honouring the
Kent Regt. have been, and will be, conducted throughout
the year, the main feature of the celebration will be a
large parade on 1st July, Dominion Day.

Joining in the parade will be several hundred former
members of the unit, together with nine brass and pipe
bands; large representations from the Essex Scottish Regt.,
Windsor, Ontario; The Windsor Regt. (R.C.A.C.); The
Elgin Regt., St. Thomas, Ontario;., the Canadian Fusiliers,
London, Ontario; and several Kent County branches of
The Canadian Legion.
A dance for all ranks, and a thirtyfive pound birth
day cake bearing 150 candles will highlight the evening.
Our cordial best wishes to the officers and men of the
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt.
Lt.Col. D. W. Mclntyre, D.S.O.,
Officer Commanding,
The Kent Regiment,
per Michael O'Meara (Lt.).
To Hon. Sec.,
91, Marion Road,
R.W.K. Past and Present Association.
Charlton.
Dear Sir,
Many thanks for your letter, also members' Card and
Badge.
I attended the Reunion on Sunday last and was very
pleased with the way everything was carried out, it cer _
tainly was a credit to the organisers—they deserve a pat
on the back. The catering arrangements were also very
fine at such a low figure per person; 1 don't' know how
they do it, having done a lot of it myself in Australia.
Enclosed is cheque for subscription to Queen's Own
Gazette, also my Australian address.
I should like you to put a note in the Personal and
Social Column and ask any who remember Bob Guyver,
" B " Coy. Runner, to write me a line. I should be pleased
to answer it. I was in France December, 1915 to July 31st,
1917.
Yours fraternally,
R. Guyver.
Dear Sir,
Chatham Branch must have been wellpleased at the
number of members who attended the Annual Reunion
with their wives, children and other relatives. Here are
some of the Victorian era who were present: Brig.Gen.
Rodney Styles, oldest officer in the Regt., aged 89; Lt.Col.
A. K. Grant (our boy in South Africa); Lt.Col. How; Capt.
Rogers, Alf. Tapp, M.C. (Chatham); Charlie Stringer
(Maidstone); Hookey Walker (Maidstone); Mr. Gould, age
84 (Maidstone); J. Macintosh (Guildford); G. Carter (Elt
ham); Harry Best, 1st Vol. Bn., Sevenoaks, aged 82; Chelsea
Pensioners B. Binder (Boer War) and W. J. Vidler (Great
War, 191418).
I had a chat with Brig.Gcn. Styles and Lt.Col. Grant,
who was only 17 years of age when he joined the 2nd Bn.,
in South Africa. I had the pleasure of meeting an old
comrade who lived in the Married Quarters at the Depot,
as a boy. He is the son of the late Sgt.Maj. Jack Brown,
who was the senior Sgt.Maj. at the Depot in 1890. It
shows great spirit and love of the old Regt. to see old
comrades of 80 years of age and over at the Reunion. Our
thanks are due to the Depot stall" for all their efforts on our
behalf, and I feel sure that those present highly appreciated
the service rendered by the Band of the Royal East Kent
Regt. (Buffs).
" For Auld Lang Syne."
Yours respectfully,
W. Williams (Victorian),
Giliingham.
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REGIMENTAL GOLF MEETING

T

HE Annual Golf Meeting took place on the 17th
July, at Littlestone. The number of entries was disap
pointing, but we were very glad to see Brig. N. I.
Whitty again. The Challenge Cup for the best scratch
score was won by Lt.Col. H. E. Scott and Mr. T. Page,
who tied with a score of 79. The Playing Fields Cup for the
best handicap score was won by Lt.Col. H. E. Scott with
74, and he also won the bogey prize. The foursomes were
won by Col. A. A. E. MerlottChitty and Lt.Col. Scott.
On the 18th July we played The Bull's who were un
fortunately not up to their usual strength and the result
was a comfortable win for The Queen's own.
Results (The Queen's Own players named first): —
FOURSOMES
Col. G. E. WingfieldStratford and Brig. N. I. Whitty
lost to Col. T. Crookenden and Capt. R. H. Haselden,
down 2.
Maj. A. T. Thatcher and Capt. I. Buckland heat Sir
G. Jessel and Lt.Col. A. NewtonMoss, 6 and 5.
SINGLES
Lt.Col. H. E. Scott beat Col. I. Crookenden, 5 and 3.
Col. G. E. WingfieldStratford beat Capt. E. Weyer
Brown, 4 and 3.
Capt. 1. Buckland beat Capt. R. H. Haselden, 1 up.
Brig. N. I. Whitty beat Sir G. Jessel, 3 and 1.
Maj. A. I. Thatcher beat Maj. Elmslie, 7 and 5.
Col. A. A. E. MerlottChitty beat Lt.Col. A. Newton
Moss, 5 and 3.

*

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES A N D DEATHS
MARRIAGES
ELGOOD—WALKER.—On Wednesday, 16th July, 1952,
at St. John's Cathedral, Hong Kong, Capt. Patrick
Nelson Elgood, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, to Miss Barbara Elizabeth Walker.
LOVELL—HOWLETT.—On 5th July, 1952, at Holy
Trinity Church, BromptOn, Frederic William, eldest
son of Lt.Col. and Mrs. H. O. Lovell, to Angela Joan,
only daughter of the late Brig. B. Howlett, D.S.O., and
Mrs. Francis Latham.
ANSTRUTHER—SECRETAN.—The marriage took place
quietly at Battle, on Wednesday, 30th July, 1952, be
tween Col. P. N. Anstruther and Mrs. Marion (Bunty)
Secretan, daughter of the late Capt. 1. MacGregor,
R.N.R., and of Mrs. MacGregor.

DEATHS
ASKEW.—At his home at 28, Perry Street, Maidstone, on
30th July, 1952, Mr. H. R. Askew, late R.W.K.
BLAKE.—In all Saints' Hospital, Chatham, on 1st July,
1952, Mr. J. Blake, late R.W.K.
We extend our sympathy to the relatives of the
deceased.

ENGAGEMENT
DUGGAN—MANN.—The engagement is announced be
tween Henry Richard, only son of Maj. and Mrs.
H. B. Duggan, of WesterharrT, Kent, and Angela
Elizabeth, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Mann,
of Sevenoaks, Kent.

PROMOTIONS

AND

APPOINTMENTS

Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
2/Lt. P. S. Leigh (411994) to be Lt., 22nd July, 1952.
2/Lt. G. H. W. Howlett, M.C. (411979) to be Lt., 22nd
July, 1952.
Lt. M. A. J. Tug well (323017) to be Capt., 24th June, 1952.
Capt. H. B. H. Waring (121060) to be Maj., 1st July, 1952.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
2/Lt. P. H. Walker (410470) to be Lt., 9th Jan., 1952.
22588658 Cadet Alan Graham Jackson (422464), to be
2/Lt., 10th May, 1952.
22588660 Cadet David William Manning (422475) to be
2/Lt., 10th May, 1952.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Capt. (acting Maj.) R. E. C. Cocksedge (378599) to be
Maj., 8th April, 1952, with seniority 25th March, 1952.
Capt. R. E. C. Cocksedge (378599) from R.A. to be Capt.,
25th March, 1952, and is granted the acting rank of
Maj., 25th March, 1952.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
2/Lt. A. J. Curry (413583) is granted the acting rank of
Lt., 7th July, 1952.
Lt. C. M. H. Hutchinson (412282) from Reg. Army Nat.
Serv. List, Queens, to be Lt., 9th June, 1952, with
seniority 12th August, 1950, and is granted the acting
rank of Lt., 9th June, 1952, with seniority 10th April,
1952.

KENT'S

WHITE

HORSE

Still Preserved on the NorthWest Frontier
In faraway Cherat, in
Pakistan, stands a sheer
slab of rock, and on it
there prances the White
Horse of Kent.
The vertical face of
the rock is covered with
the badges of British Regi
ments, among them the
2nd
Bn., The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.
'I hey were carved by
the soldiers who garrisoned
what was once the notori
ous NorthWest Frontier
of India, where the 2nd
Bn. was stationed
be
tween 1908 and 1914.
The Photograph of the Regimental Badge carved in
the rock, appearing on this page, was taken by Brig. A. P.
Block, D.S.O., who was the British Military Adviser to the
Army of Pakistan. He states that it is well cared for,
having recently been cleaned and repainted by the
Pakistan authorities. The Director of Military Operations
at the War Office has written on behalf of all Regiments
concerned thanking them for the way in which they are
maintaining these rock badges.
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THE 14th ANNUAL REUNION

Top—The Colonel of the Regiment inspecting the parade.

Centre—Marching off to the Service in All Saints' Church

T

O the strains of the Regimental Band of The Buffs,
serving men and old soldiers of Kent's other famous
infantry regiment—The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment—marched out of Maidstone Barracks, on
Sunday, on their way to All Saints' Church.
The 14th Reunion of "The Queen's Own" Past and
Present Association had started.
From the moment when warriors, from Britain's three
major wars this century, sprang to attention to receive the
Colonel of the Regiment (Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver) to the
regretful farewells as evening shadows fell, this was a day
to remember.
There were parades, inspections, a church service,
march past, luncheon, children's races, shooting competi
tions and an occasional speech.
But over and above all, there was a sense of belong
ing to an honoured and honourable band of brothers.
Men who had not seen each other for upwards of 30
years felt the years slip away as they talked over old times,
fought again their battles, lived again through hard times
and good, shared again their laughter—and their loss of
old comrades.

Kent Messenger

General Oliver addressing " Tom " Vidler,
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For there was time, too,
for remembrance of those
who had given their lives in
the service of their Sovereign,
their
Country
and
their
Regiment.
Following the Service of
Remembrance at All Saints'
Church, conducted by Canon
C. B. Sampson, there was a
ceremony of laying of wreaths
at the Regimental Cenotaph
in Brenchley Gardens.
Wreaths were laid by
Gen. Oliver and the Mayor
of Maidstone (Alderman Mrs.
Rclf).
Regimental buglers
played the Last Post, two
minutes' silence was observed
and Reveille sounded.
The parade then moved
back to the Barracks for the
march past and the festive
part of the day.
At the inspection parade,
Mr. Edward Thomas Rogers,
of the Drill Hall, Sevenoaks,
received
the
Meritorious
Service Medal from Gen.
Oliver.
Mr. Rogers was awarded
the M.S.M. for 21 years'
regular service, followed by
10 years in the 4th Bn.

Kent Messenger Photo.

Service at the Regimental Cenotaph in Brenchley Gardens.

During the last war he
also served for five years in
the Home Guard.
At luncheon, messages
were read from the Queen,
the Duchess of Kent, who is
ColonelinChief of the Regt.,
and the Canterbury Regt. of
New Zealand—a sister regi
ment.
There was also a
message from Col. Hitchins, a
former officer of the Regt.
Men had come from as
far afield as Coventry, the
West Country, and the Chan
nel Islands, as well as from
all parts of Kent, but perhaps
pride of place went to two
Chelsea Pensioners, for one
of whom, Tom Vidler, of
Wateringbury, Gen. Oliver
had a special word.

Kent Messenger Photo.

The Colonel of the Regiment inspecting the parade,
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APTAIN PATRICK NELSON ELGOOD, The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt., son of Lt.
Col. W. N. Elgood, M.C., and Mrs. Elgood, of
Kondonin, Gloucester Road, Bath, and Miss Barbara
Elizabeth Walker, elder daughter of the late Col. H.
Walker, O.B.E., M.C., and of Mrs. Walker, of Kenmore,
Church Crookham, Hants., were married at St. John's
Cathedral, Hong Kong, on Wednesday, 16th July, 1952.
The bridegroom is at present serving with H.Q., 27
Infantry Bde., Hong Kong, as a Staff Captain.
The bride, looking charming in a white lace dress with
a tulle veil was given away by Lt.Col. A. R. Fyler. The
best man was Capt. Struan Browne, The Wiltshire Regt.
After the service a reception was held at the Royal
Hong Kong Defence Force Mess. The guests included all
officers and their wives of the Regt., at present in Hong
Kong: Maj. and Mrs. G. U. Weymouth, Capt. and Mrs.
E. C. S. Osborne, and Mrs. A. R. Fyler. Lt.Col. John
Howard, R.A.S.C., who was formerly in the Regt., arrived
by air from Singapore just in time also to attend.

Capt. and Mrs. Elgood.
The toast of the bride and bridegroom was proposed
by Lt.Col. A. R. Fyler, and after the bridegroom had
replied very briefly, but suitably, the cake which was
aptly decorated with Regimental Badges and Collar Badges,
was cut with a sword.
Although the reception was held soon after noon on a
particularly hot day, this did not deter the many friends
of the bricle and bridegroom from celebrating enthusiasti
cally a very popular wedding.
The couple later left for their honeymoon at Macao,
the bride wearing a most attractive dress of cinnamon brown
with black accessories. Our good wishes go with them.

D

ESPITE all efforts to acquire the Victoria Crosses
awarded to Maj. Lumley and Sgt. Coleman, we have
so far been unsuccessful.

The great expert on V.Cs. (the Rev. William Lummis)
has no information, and there is no record of either of
these Crosses ever having been offered in the auction room.
On Reunion day the Museum had its full share of
visitors. Reference to the Visitors' Book shows that they
came from places as far apart as Australia and Cardiff,
Rhodesia and Liverpool, Guernsey and Durham, Torquay
and Hartlepool, and scores of other places.
A visit to the Museum was a recognised part of the
entertainment provided at the Reunion and judging by the
interest displayed by the visitors it certainly was a popular
feature. The Curator regrets that owing to the crowd he
was unable to give individual attention to all who came
to see the exhibits.
Many interesting and desirable exhibits were given to
the Museum on Sunday—to quote a few—visiting card of
Herr Himler; Set of Divisional Signs, 191418 war; Japanese
Government money (taken' from a fifth columnist in Burma
who would have no further use for it) and, in addition,
promises of further exhibits all connected with the Regt.
In our next contribution to the Q.O.G. we hope to
give news of great importance.
We thank the following for their very welcome gifts:
Maj. Philip Haynes—Uniform, shakos of the Kent
Rifle Regt., Militia, 1875. German helmet, etc.
Lt.Col. R. DonovanJackson, O.B.E.—Pamphlet,
Presentation of Colours, 1931; Review of troops,
Aldershot, 1935; Arrangements for visit of H.R.H.
The Prince of Wales, Calcutta, 1921, etc.
Maj. F. J. Lander—Old documents and Orders of The
Queen's Own.
Officer, i/c Records, Warwick—Standing Orders, 5lh
R.W.K.; on loan.
Maj. P. M. Shaw—Japanese stamp for impression on
Pay Books.
Mr. G. L. Lushington—4 vols., Boer War.
Col. W. V. Palmer—2 pairs halfWellington boots;
A picture of the battle of Neuve Chapelle; and
equipment, etc., etc.
Mr. L. E. Eves—Pictures of Divisional Signs, and
medals; old badges and buttons.
Mr. Whcrlringhow—German Registration Book, 1915;
Christmas Card, 1915, and German photos.
Maj. B. J. R. Stoneham—Japanese paper money,
Burma Campaign.
ExSgt. Williams (2879)—Card, 50th Anniversary South
African War; Service at St. Paul's.
Mr. J. Williams—Herr Himler's visiting card.
Mr. W. H. Urrell—German helmet and bayonet.
Mr. N. R. Cleaver—War and Victory medals of the
late Pte. C. L. Cleaver, 2/R.W.K.
Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell, O.B.E.—Officers' Khaki Drill
tunic as worn in India.
All gifts of exhibits should be addressed to The
Curator, Regimental Museum, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Medals and Decorations should be sent by registered post
to ensure safety of delivery.
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REGIMENTAL CRICKET, 1 9 5 2

D

UE to the absence of the 1st Bn. in Malaya, the
Regimental Cricket was limited to three matches
this year.
On 4th July the Regt. played against The Buffs. P.uf
in to bat first on a wet wicket The Queen's Own made
runs quickly against a varied attack. T. Abell scored his
hundred in 1 hour 40 minutes and went on to make 149.
With Col. G. Defrates he put on 118 for the fourth wicket.
These two gave a splendid exhibition of forcing cricket,
hitting well all round the wicket. The Buffs collapsed
against some good fast bowling by Maj. D. C. J. Manners,
who took 7 for 23. They were out cheaply for 55, and
The Queen's Own won by 214 runs.
The Band of Brothers batted first on 5th July. They
scored 196, which included a very good 53 by C. Murray
and an entertaining 25 from D. G. Clark. Major Manners
bowled excellently and took 4 for 75 in 26 overs. In an
attempt to get the runs in time The Queen's Own lost
wickets steadily and eventually had to play out time. G.
Walters made a very steady 56 and largely helped to save
the game.
On the final day, 6th July, a remarkable game took
place on a dusty wicket. The Mote, who batted first,
were dismissed before lunch for 37, Maj. Manners taking
5 for 8. The Regt. could do only a little better, making
60 (Skitchin taking 5 for 27). The wicket was then changed
over and the game continued. The Mote went for the
runs and declared at 122 for 8. The Regiment ended with
62 for 4, thus winning the match on the first innings.
THE QUEEN'S OWN V. THE BUEES — July 4th
The Queen's Own
Capt. W. H. Tennant, b. B. Hollingsworth . .
5
T. G. Abell, st. Florence, b. Collins
149
Maj. D. C. J. Manners, b. Thornycroft . . . . 18
Maj. P. R. H. Turner, c. Sugden, b. Collins
9
Col. G. Defrates, not out
71
Pte. A. Heatly, lbw. b. Collins
1
G. Walters, not out
15
Extras
1
Total (for 5 wickets declared)

269

Lt. J. A. Scouller, S/Sgt. E. Robertson, L/Cpl. B.
Hurst, L/Cpl. A. Weller, did not bat.
Bowling—Lt. G. West, 15—0—0—75; Hollings
worth, 11—1—1—47; Maj. Collins, 17—1—
3—83; Capt. Thornycroft, 9—0—1—63.
The Buffs
Lt.Col. A. G. Jelf, b. Manners
Rev. A. Sugden, lbw. b. Scouller
Capt. F. E. Thornycroft, c. Heatley, b. Scouller
Maj. H. A. Collins, hit wkt., b. Manners . .
A. J. Snowden, c. Abell, b. Manners
Lt. C. West, c. Heatley, b. Manners
Maj. P. J. Lewis, c. Tennant, b. Manners . .
Pte. N. Florence, b. Manners
Capt. W. G. Blaxland, c. Heatley, b. Manners
Capt. D. Barnett, c. Scouller, b. Robertson . .
Pte. Hollingsworth, not out
Extras
Total

0
10
5
3
3
8
10
0
5
4
2
5
55

Bowling—Maj.
Manners,
15—2—7—23;
Lt.
Scouller, 12—4—2—21; S/Sgt. Robertson,
3—1—1—6.
THE QUEEN'S OWN V. THE BAND OF BROTHERS — 5th July
The Band of Brothers
J. A. C. Bentall, b. Manners
R. M. Reiss, b. Manners
C. W. Murray, c. Heatley, b. Scouller
A. J. Snowden, c. Manners, b. Scouller
J. C. Canney, b. Manners
D. G. Clark, c. Coe, b. Wilson
A. Leschalles, c. Manners, b. Wilson
M. Cochrane, b. Manners
P. G. Watkins, not out
C. R. Day, c. Tennant, b. Stocker
D. J. HaydockWilson, run out
Extras

....
....

Total

11
39
53
8
1
25
33
9
1
5
0
11
196

Bowling—Maj.
Manners,
26—5—4—75;
Lt.
Scouller, 11—3—2—49; Maj. Stocker, 7—2—
1—28; R. Coe, 3—0—0—23; C. J. Wilson,
4—1—2—10.
The Queen's Own
Capt. W. H. Tennant, b. Leschalles
G. Walters, b. Leschalles
Pte. A. F. Heatley, b. Leschalles
Maj. P. R. H. Turner, b. Leschalles
:.
Maj. J. Stocker, c. HaydockWilson, b.
Leschalles
Maj. D. C. Manners, c. Bentall, b.
HaydockWilson
Lt. J. A. Scouller, b. Clark
L/Cpl. Hurst, c. ar\d b. HaydockWilson . .
S/Sgt. Robertson, not out
C. J. Wilson, not out
Extras
Total (for 9 wickets, match drawn)

2
56
8
26
9
20
0
1
9
0
3

. . 136

Bowling—Leschalles, 19—2—5—55; Cochrane,
7—2—0—28; HaydockWilson, 17—4—3—
41; D. G. Clark, 6—2—1—4; A. J. Snowden,
1—0—0—5.
THE QUEEN'S OWN V. THE MOTE — 6th July
The Mote
R. Johnson, b. Manners
T. Osborn, b. Stocker
W. Joynson, b. Manners
J. Waters, st. Heatley, b. Defrates
H. Hawkins, b. Manners
J. Coomber, lbw. b. Stocker
C. Thompson, b. Scouller
S. Kitchin, b. Scouller
J. Milsted, c. Coe, b. Manners
C. Horton, not out
M. Harden, b. Manners
Extras
Total

10
0
4
8
0
1
0
0
6
0
0
8
37
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Bowling—Maj. Manners, 6.3—3—5—8; Maj.
Stocker, 9—3—2—10; Lt. Scouller, 5—1—2
—9; Col. Defrates, 2—0—1—2.
The Queen's Own
Capt. W. H. Tennant, c. Osborn, b. Harden..
Pte. A. F. Heatley, c. Coomber, b. Kitchin . ,
Col. G. Defrates, b. Kitchin
Maj. P. R. H. Turner, b. Kitchin
Maj. D. C. J. Manners, c. and b. Harden . .
Lt. J. A. Scouller, c. Johnson, b. Harden . . . .
P. F. Parker, c. and b. Kitchin
Maj. J. Stocker, not out
R. Coe, lbw. b. Kitchin
S/Sgt. Robertson, run out
C. J. Wilson, b. Milsted
Extras
Total

1
2
15
9
0
4
3
13
0
0
6
7
60

Bowling—S. Kitchin, 11—3—5—27; M. Harden,
11—2—3—24; J. Milsted, 1—0—1—2.
The Mote—Second innings
J. Waters, b. Stocker
R. Johnson, lbw. b. Defrates
T. Osborn, b. Stocker
W. Joynson, c. Stocker, b. Defrates
H. Hawkins, c. Robertson, b. Defrates
J. Milsted, b. Scouller
S. Kitchin, c. Robertson, b. Defrates
J. Coomber, not out
C. Thompson, c. Stocker, b. Scouller
C. Horton, not out
Extras

....

Total (for 8 wickets declared)

2
19
22
29
12
5
0
23
0
0
10
122

M. Harden did not bat.
Bowling—Maj. Manners, 9—0—0—39; Maj.
Stocker, 8—1—2—35; Col. Defrates, 7—0—4
—25; Lt. Scouller, 2—0—2—13.
The Queen's Own—Second innings
Maj. J. Stocker, c. Osborn, b. Milsted
Capt. W. H. Tennant, b. Horton
Col. G. Defrates, st. Osborn, b. Milsted . . . .
Maj. P. R. H. Turner, b. Milsted
Maj. D. C. J. Manners, not out
Lt. J. A. Scouller, not out
Extras
Total (4 wickets)

21
22
3
1
10
4
1
62

P. Barker, C. J. Wilson, S/Sgt. Robertson, R. Coe,
A. F. Heatley, did not bat.
Bowling—S. Kitchin, 5—0—0—11; M. Harden,
6—2—0—20; J. Milsted, 6—1—3—14; C.
Horton, 2—0—1—5; W. Joynson, 2—0—0—11.

On 27th July The Queen's Own played The Queen's
Royal Regt., at Guildford. We batted first and started
badly, but a good stand of 87 between Maj. Turner and
Maj. Stocker rescued the side and we managed to make
154. Maj. Turner hit hard and far to make an excellent
52 in quick time. Maj. Stocker scored a very neat 35
before mishitting a bad ball.

They started well and had over 50 runs on the board
before the first wicket fell. Barker then had an excellent
spell of bowling and took three quick wickets with his
spinners. There followed a stand of 40 amid considerable
excitement. Their seventh and eighth wickets fell at 133,
and 15 runs were added for the ninth wicket. When the
last man came in only seven runs were wanted for them
to win. A four was hit before the last over began. Capt.
ScottGall then drove the ball wide of extra cover and
attempting to take a second run was run out by a superb
pickup and throwin by S/Sgt. Robertson. The Regt.
therefore won a very exciting game by one run.
THE QUEEN'S OWN V. THE QUEEN'S ROYAL REGT.
The Queen's Own
R. Johnson, c. Norris, b. ScottGall
Lt. J. Scouller, c. Keeley, b. ScottGall
J. Waters, c. and b. ScottGall
Maj. J. Stocker, c. Hunt, b. Baker
Maj. P. Turner, c. Norris, b. Baker
Capt. W. Tennant, lbw. b. Hunt
Maj. H. Brock, b. Hunt
S/Sgt. Robertson, b. Hunt
P. Barker, st. Lancaster, b. Baker
L/Cpl. Weller, not out
Pte. York, lbw. b. ScottGall
Extras

....

Total

11
7
4
35
52
5
0
0
0
7
6
27
154

The Queen's Royal Regt.
Pte. Choate, st. Tennant, b. Barker
2/Lt. J. Mack, b. Barker
J. Baker, b. Barker
Capt. J. Kellett, c. Turner, b. Barker
L/Cpl. Keeley, lbw. b. Johnson
Bdsm. Bailey, c. Brock, b. Barker
Bdsm. Lancaster, b. Johnson
Capt. R. ScottGall, run out
Pte. Norris, b. Johnson
L/Cpl. Hunt, run out
Pte. Howlett, not out
Extras
Total

28
29
0
19
23
I
14
13
6
9
4
13
153

Bowling—Barker,, 5 for 48; Johnson, 3 for 27.
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Sports Wear, or in fact anything
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I : News
ist

from

BATTALION

r

HE first month of opera
tions after retraining
is now
behind
us.
During this time every Coy.
in the Bn. has been working
hard, but without much posi
tive success, as the area is at
present extraordinarily quiet.
The Communist Terrorists
are either disorganized, or are
lying very low. There have
been no incidents in our area.
This may be dull, but is, after
all, " the object of
the
exercise."
C and D Coys, have been
the only ones to increase
their bandit score.
2/Lt.
Trevett and his PI. killed one,
while D Coy. killed one and
wounded one. The Bn. figure
now stands at 57.
Five officers and the
latest draft have now arrived. We extend a welcome to
Maj. Faulkner, Capt. Scull, 2/Lts. Jackson, Lincoln and
Manning and fo all members of the draft, and also to Lt.
Stock, who returned just in time to see Donald Peers depart.
Also with the draft was a large parcel of books.
We
would like to take this opportunity of thanking all those
members of the Past and Present Association who have
provided them.
This month we say goodbye to Maj. Flint and 2/Lts.
Taylor and Trevett who, having had their share of jungle
bashing, are returning to the U.K. We wish them all good
luck.
During the month, the officers played the sergeants
at badminton. The writer of these notes will make himself
very unpopular with the sergeants by publishing the results,
8 games to nil in favour of the officers.
Donald Peers has been mentioned above. All those
who were lucky enough to be at K.K.B. to see "his show
agreed that it was a firstclass performance and that we
can't have enough of this kind of entertainment.
The Bde. Rifle meeting results are not to hand, but
we congratulate C.S.M. Boorer on getting the highest indi
vidual score. The Bn. Team are now at Port Dickson
taking part in the Malayan Rifle Meeting and we hope
repeating last year's successes. Full details of these two
meetings will be published in next month's notes.
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Battalions :
"A"

||

COMPANY

Before leaving what must have been our most enjoy
able station, Penang, all too soon, we managed to have
another enjoyable day at the 11th mile, and a soccer match
with the crew of a visiting ship, H.M.S. Jasseur. Somehow
or other, too, we classified, or some of us did.
"A" Coy. is now swallowed up in Batang Berjuntai,
from whose jungle fastness we occasionally send out
small sorties which mill about, then return again without
success.
Arriving on the 24th from Penang, the company took
over from SP. Coy. of the Suffolks, and quickly settled
in. We found ourselves with an area of nearly 1,000 square
miles, which seemed a tall order. When the position was
analysed, however, we found bandits scarce.
The lack of banditry was compensated for by the
Suffolks who found plenty for us in their own area. On
the 2nd virtually the whole fighting strength of the Coy.
left for Morib Beach to take part in a big operation, whose
object was the death of Liew Kon Kim.
The first phase seemed the most difficult, with the
approach march into Kuala Langat Forest Reserve, which
is seasonal swamp or lopak. 9,000 yards on a primitive
railway track raised out of the swamp seemed a tall order.
Plodding all night, aware only of the pale blur of the next
rough, perhaps rotten sleeper, the gleaming black swamp
water below and the dull ache in the instep—we discovered
how tall that order was.
Eventually everybody was in their ambush positions,
and the operation began, and every few hours of the first
day a burst of firing broke the silence, but, with nothing
happening the following day, Phase I was concluded with
out success.
A day in camp, another at Morib Beach and Phase II
began on the south side of the same forest reserve. The
approach was also long, but not impossible by any means,
and the operation began anew. "A" Coy. was again in
ambush. On the first day a great deal of firing was heard,
and everyone wondered.
During the night a thunder
storm soaked everyone except the author and a certain
Welsh corporal, but when we again left the jungle we
were rewarded with the great news of Liew Kon Kim's
demise. First class show, Suffolks, and congratulations to
2/Lt. Ray Hands and his men.
The next claim on the company came from our own
Bn., again searching for 8 platoon. Sgt. Bucknell, M.M.,
and 2 platoon went out with " D " Coy., and 1 Platoon
later investigated a report of bandits in the area. Nothing
was seen of the late Long Pin's comrades, however.
We have not had much time for sport here, but we
did play 91 Sqdn. of the R.A.F. Regt., and beat them 4—2
in a good game.
Our next interest is ships !
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Ptes. Cant, Cramp, Francis, Crawley, Grenville, Hills,
Hodgson, Lewis, Mashiter and Morgan have now sailed
for U.K., and in 14 days time, L/Cpl. Jackson, Ptes. Groves,
Philpott, Slivinski and Wornham will be off to Wardieburn
to get their Battle Dress tailored. The Canteen will feel
the loss of " Smokey " Groves, who we hope will find a
congenial saloon on the Bar U.K. Range. "We wish all
those returning the best of luck in U.K.
Other imminent departures are those of Maj. Flint, the
Coy. Commander, who flies home early next month, and of
2/Lt. Craven who leaves us to take up an appointment as
training officer at the M.B.T.C., in Singapore. We *ish
them good luck and hope the latter's money will last out.
If a certain ship does not break down, the Q.O.G. Notes
will not be written or typed by the same person next month.
Roll on ! ! !
The parade state of Officers and N.C.Os. is as fol
lows : —
Maj. Flint, M.B.E., Coy. Comd.; 2/Lt. Kitteridge, Coy.
2 i/c.; C.S.M. Tidy, C.Q.M.S. Jones, Sgt. Fox, Cpl. Clark,
Cpl. Daw, Cpl. Walker, L/Cpl. Kimber, L/Cpl. Chitty,
L/Cpl. Stevenson.
2/Lt. Craven, 1 PI. Comd.; .Sgt. Lemar, PI. Sgt.; Cpl.
Harris, Cpl. Ticehurst, L/Cpl. Whibley, L/Cpl. Jackson.
2/Lt. Smith, 2 PI. Comd.; Sgt. Bucknell, M.M., PI. Sgt.;
Cpl. Lillywhite, Cpl. Brooks, L/Cpl. Matcham, L/Cpl.
Weeks.

" B " COMPANY
These notes mark the end of our first month back on
operations after our retraining period. Unfortunately we
are as yet unable to report any " joy."
This past month has been noticeable for its large num
ber of early morning starts. Any day of the week a large
number of bleary eyed individuals can be seen groping for
their beds. We have also been wearing P.T. shoes quite
often whilst on patrol. " DeadEye " Pluck came limping
home after walking many miles through the jungle in them.
Not many hours afterwards his brother was also limping
about camp, he claims it is the result of the close kinship
which exists between identical twins, whilst the remainder
of the Sergeants are more inclined toward the view that
he can't take it after the soft life he has been leading as
Sgts'. Mess Caterer.
We have once again bid adieu to some more stalwarts
of the Coy., amongst them Cpl. Strudwick, L/Cpl. Law
rence our storeman, Pte. Ralph, batman to 2/Lt. Taylor,
and last but not least Pte. " Ginger " Bradford.
We are unable to report any, success in the world of
sport this month, as we have twice been defeated on the
field of football by SP. Coy.
Great things are happening in and around the Coy.
Lines these days, noticeable amongst these events being
the construction of a Quiet Room and a Badminton Pitch.
Inquiries are coming in from various people outside the
Coy. as to whether they may use the Badminton Pitch, a
committee will be set up to decide rates of hire, and those
interested in adding to " B " Coy. Funds will be informed
of the charges for use of the pitch. Pte. Atkins was found
spread out on the floor of the Stores recently, seemingly
engaged in a life and death struggle with copious quantities
of paper, he was extracted and asked what he was adoing
of, it finally transpired that he was making various decora
tions for the walls of the Quiet Room. This project looks
really interesting and we are all eagerly looking forward to

the opening ceremony and after that being able to enjoy
some short periods of peace and quiet. (Sgt. Martin,
please note).
At present the C.S.M. in company with " DeadEye"
Pluck and Pte. Baker are in K.L. for the Brigade Shoot,
and we are all confident that they will uphold their record
of very fine shooting.
We congratulate Cpls. Vale and Miller on getting that
second tape up, also L/Cpl White on getting his first, Ptes.
Robbins and Frost may well be joining our elite band of
N.C.Os. shortly—the Coy. Comd. may well be thinking
along the lines of "set a thief to catch a thief."
That brings us up to date, and we will "close now,
hoping as always to be able to report just a little "joy"
in next month's notes.
" Dickie's Swanners.

" C " COMPANY
Coy. organisation:—Coy. Comd., Mai. H. B. H.
Waring; 2 i/c, Cpt. V. C. Abplanalp; C.S.M., W.O.I I H. G.
Hills; C.Q.M.S., C/Sgt. P. Harris; 7 PI. Comd., 2/Lt.
G. H. W. Howlett, M.C.; Sgt., Sgt. B. Simmonite; 8 PI.
Comd., 2/Lt. A. F. Trevett; Sgt., Sgt. G. Levett; 9 PI.
Comd., 2/Lt. H. C. Elwell; Sgt., Sgt. K. Wilde.
July finds us back in the saddle again. Retraining,
with its attendant joys and evils being over, we have now
returned to operational duties, with all this implies.
In
other words " Back to the Ulu." During the last somewhat
hectic weeks of retraining were held the Bn. TnterCoy.
Shooting and Swimming Competitions, and although we
didn't exactly " sweep the board," we managed to keep
the fair (?) name of Charlie Coy. out of the mud, mainly
due to the efforts of L/Cpl. Batchelor (3rd, plunge) and
Ptes. Pemberton (3rd, 100 metres free style) and Hyde
(2nd Sten), all of whom won trophies—Pawnbrokers, please
note.
Maj. Waring, after completing what seems to have
been a strenuous course at the F.T.C., has now returned
to the Coy. complete with gruesome sories of what happened
in the Ulu way down in Johore. A patrol, of which Maj.
Waring was a member, returned to base two days late,
during that time Pte. Leadbitter had to burn his slippers
to make a fire, and he states that if he had been out any
longer he would have eaten his hat.
Capt. Roper, who was with us for a short time, and
who held the reins of Government very capably during
those first days of our initial settling down in our new
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area when Maj. Waring was away, has now left us for
SP. Coy. We wish him good luck and good hunting. Capt.
Abplanalp has now taken over 2 i/c of the Coy., but as
yet he is too immersed in the P.R.I, to spare the Coy. more
than a " passing glance." We have, however, gained from
him a promise to come on patrol with us as soon as he
can free himself from the meshes of his many ledgers.
First blood in the Coy. goes to 8 PI., under the com
mand of 2/Lt. Trevett, who was quick off the mark in
getting the first terrorist for the Coy. since retraining.
2/Lt. Trevett, however, did not see much of the action
as his trousers became unhitched at a critical moment.
Since their success 8 PI. have named themselves " The
Scorpions "—why, is rather a matter of conjecture, but it
has been mentioned that they are like the insect, have a
sting where it is least expected. The time has now come
when many of the stalwarts of the Coy. are either on
their way home or are packing in preparation for their
return to the U.K. We send our good wishes with them,
but at the same time assure them that they will want to
return to this pleasant land of sunshine and laughter (so
the Guide Book says) after a few months in " civvy street."
They don't seem so certain !
To compensate in some measure for the loss of the
older members of the Coy. we have received five new
warriors: Ptes. Seagroatt, Hudson, Luck, Mansell and
Miles, whom we welcome. Recent departures from the
Coy. have included Cpl. Small, L/Cpl. Hazell, L/Cpl.
Harvey, Ptes. Freeman, Simpson, Pemberton, and Bailey.
The area in front of the Coy. Office has been named
" Wardieburn Airfield" and is quite important with its
five runways, it has proved very useful for landing and tak
ing off during flaps. The Regimental Flag acts as wind
direction indicator and has proved its worth as everyone
lands perfectly outside the office every time. C.S.M. Hills
has been heard to say that he intends to apply for a
glider pilots' course as soon as possible, the reason we
believe is so that he can make a silent approach.
Cheerio until next month, when we hope to able to
give you details of more successes.
" Wings."

" D " COMPANY
The Coy. has now settled in our fifth (and for the
majority of us) last detachment camp here at Rawang. In
comparison to former camps we are now living in the lap
of luxury; swimming, fishing, football—too bad we haven't
any boots—a good camp site, good " Ulu Arms " run by the
ever watchful Kwas Khan and the bearded one, good food
—hey ! What am I saying ? Let's all sign on just for the
fun of it.
And to prove the above remarks each PI. has graciously
consented to write their own notes for this issue.
No. 10 PI.—These notes were written in the Jungle
Camp on our recent big Op. After three days rations are
low; but tomorrow will bring forth fresh ration supplies
by air—that is, if we can find Coy. H.Q., who no doubt
have given us a fictitious map reference in order to (a)
fool the bandits, (b) keep the rations themselves.
The
supplies most longed for are cigarettes; food is only a
secondary consideration. (Who wants " Bully " anyway).
Our first operation after retraining brought one bandit
killed and another narrowly escaped the same fate.

There is a rumour that we are likely to see our PI.
Sgt. again; he has had so much leave he must have for
gotten there is such a thing as a jungle, but we will help him
to find his way for the first few raw days.
Recent departures were:—Pte. Elmore to Singapore
(cushy number) and Pte. Matthews, Reynolds and Hazell
for the U.K. Doug. Willard is back in circulation after his
stay in hospital and it is strongly suspected that he is looking
for a way to get back.
We also note that Cpl. Blake has made his way back
to Penang, this time on leave, wonder what the attraction
is ?
We have just successfully received our airdrop, and
being the army we also received the order to withdraw. So
back to dear old Rawang with almost as much food as we
took out.
No. 11 PI.—The past month has seen our return to
Ops., and we congratulate 10 PI. on reopening the Bn's.
score.
Many have been the coinings and goings of persons
to and from the PI. Ptes. Allchin, Barton, Caird and
Hewish have now become fully fledged stretcher bearers
and pompously follow the Pis. around on Ops. with their
little packs; Bill Gausden and Golding '58, have left to
become Dog Handlers; Cpl. Healey is upholding the Coys,
name in the Rifle Team, while Cpl. Arnold is serving
drinks to various Officers so that the O.Rs. can beat them
in the Malaya Rifle Meeting.
Finally Pte. Watson, a newcomer, has been whisked
away into H.Q. Coy., so that he can play cricket more
often.
Our PI. Comd. is a little boat happy and has a calen
der showing the days rapidly diminishing. His PI. Sgt.
has now gone green with jealousy—or is it something
else (the food ?—What an idea !).
On the last big Op. we had Coy. H.Q. tagging along.
The Coy. Comd. and C.S.M. Dallen said it was to facilitate
easier communications between Coy. H.Q., T.A.C. H.Q.
and the Pis., but we have our own ideas about it—even if
the C.S.M. has obtained his firstclass, including applied
map reading.
Stop Press—Latest addition to the PI. is a little monkey
—captured by the magnificent strategy of 2/Lt. G. T.
(Bring 'em back alive) Barnes.
No. 12 PI.—Here are our PI. notes, written on the
evening of the third day of a Bn. operation. Some of the
PI. have been smoking Attap for the last 24 hours, and
there are high hopes of a successful airdrop tomorrow.
Yesterday the water party saw an alligator and now
there is a shortage of volunteer water carriers.
Our first Op. at Rawang was in the company of an ex
bandit; our second one captured half a dozen blankets. In
between times fishing is the main sport, but somehow,
Compo doesn't make very effective bait.
Pte. Davis has left us to become Coy. ClerkcumCoy.
Runner, and Pte. Page is now Pay Clerk. Ptes. Butt and
Stubbs are the next for demob.—then Mr. Deeley (what's
that crystal ball for, sir) and Cpls. Western and Woodward
in a couple of months time. Even Sgt. Vine reckons
he has only another couple of years to do in Malaya.
Meanwhile we are still going strong.
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SUPPORT C O M P A N Y
Company H.Q.—Having completed our rest and re
training period once again we are based at K.K.B. Although
the rest and retraining period kept all ranks fully occupied,
it was welcomed as a change of routine.
We had a very successful Bn. Rifle Meeting, most of
the prizes found their way to Sp. Coy.
The Coy. order of battle at time of going to press is: —
Coy. Comdr., Maj. P. C. M. Buckle; Coy. 2 i/c., Capt.
I. H. Roper, M.C.; C.S.M., C.S.M. R. Nichols; C.Q.M.S.,
C/Sgt. V. Cooper; MMG. PI. Comd., Capt. J. S. Fletcher;
A/T. PI. Comd., Lt. P. R. Stock; A/P. PI. Comd., Sgt. E.
Leach; 3in. Mor. PI. Comd., Sgt. A. Parker.
Congratulations to Sgt. Fisher, Cpls. Hope and Free
man and L/Cpls. Searles and Lloyd on their promotions.
We welcome Capt. Roper, M.C., Sgt. Leach and Pte.
Bunting to our happy fold and hope that Capt. Roper is
at last static.
C/Sgt. Cooper, Sgt. Parker and Pte. Bunting are
eagerly awaiting the arrival of their families. We wish them
all the best of luck.
MMG. PI.—We have now got into the swing of
operations again after our well earned rest, and are tast
ing the luxuries of Erskine Camp again (Corned Dog and
Pom). Owing to the Gunners kindly consenting to let
Maj. Buckle borrow some of the boys to represent the
Bn. shooting team, the PI. is rather short in numbers. Ptes.
" Bubbler " Othen and " Flapper " Norman are enjoying
another well earned rest in B.M.H. We hope to see them
back in the near future.
We are looking forward to
welcoming Cpl. Rob Blake to the fold after completing a
machine gun course in England. We are sorry to be losing
our PI. Comd., Capt. Fletcher, who has fiddled a cushy
job somewhere in England, and rumour has it that he will
teach future " ulu warriors " the mysteries of jungle cook
ing. We wish him the best of luck in his new appointment.
We have one boat happy member in the PI., Pte. Hastings,
we wish him the best of luck in " civvy street." We have
recently discovered that several members of the PI. have
green fingers, so we now sport one of the best gardens in
the Bn. Sgt. Bradshaw has attached himself to the Sgts'.
Mess for a month, as mess caterer. He is rapidly putting
on weight. That's all from the gunners this month.
" Fire Bugs."
Anti Tank PI.—Here we are back again on Ops. after
spending two glorious months of rest and retraining at
Penang and Kuala Lumpur. We are sorry to see the
following N.C.Os. and men departing from this part of the
world, to try their luck in "civvy street," L/Cpls. Stockley
and Wiggington, Ptes. Burford, Lewis and Elphick. We
welcome to our ranks Lt. Stock, who has rejoined the Bn.,
having spent six months in Blighty, and we hope the ulu
is kind to him. We, the gunners, are sorry to hear that
Lt. Goodwin is at present in hospital, and we all wish him
a speedy recovery; sorry, sir, you won't find your green
card in that place for sprained knee caps.
We congratulate Sgt. Fisher (Munghy) and Cpl. Hope
on their recent promotions. And for the final word on
sport. The Coy. are grateful to the gunners for helping
them to beat " B " Coy. at football. Are there any chal
lenges around ?
" Hopeless."
A/Pnr. PI.—The PI. would like to take this opportunity
of welcoming Capt. Roper, M.C., to the Coy. as our new

2 i/c., we hope his stay will be a pleasant one. Congratula
tions to Cpl. Freeman and L/Cpl. Lloyd on their recent
promotions. Keep up the good work ! Sgt. Smith left
us recently to go to " D " Coy. as C/Sgt., and we welcome
Sgt. Leach as our new PI. Comd. The PI. is well represented
in the Bn. Shooting Team, Cpl. Freeman in the Sten team,
L/Cpl. Lloyd in the Bren team, and L/Cpl. Noakes taking
part in the rifle team. At present they are away taking
part in the Bde. Competition, good luck !
Cpl. Gordon has just returned from leave at Penang
and although the idea is to rest, the PI. have their doubts.
The boat looms nearer for "Jump" Johnston and he can
be seen daily giving the calendar the once over and asking
whether it is in fact July, '52.
In our present role as Bde. reserve, operations are
few and far between, but with a small but regular flow of
" Blighty wallahs " creeping off, maybe it's just as well.
More news next time.
" Chopper."
3in. Mortar PI.—First of all we must say cheerio to
three members of the PI. Ptes. Carter, Roach and Wheeler,
and hope they will like life in Blighty. We have two de
tachments out now, one at Rawang, manned by Cpl. Atkins,
senior, and Cpl. Atkins, junior, Ptes. (Timber) Wood and
(Cobber) Riches. The other detachment is at K.L., manned
by L/Cpls. Lomas and Holt, Ptes. French and Bates. L/Cpls.
Lomas and Holt are embarking on the new experience of
detachment commanders, watch out the residents of K.L.
We have had one operational shoot at K.K.B. so far,
which was a " B " Coy. operation, and we only fired for a
few minutes, but we are thankful for small mercies and
we would fire for a minute if we could. Training is going
on very well. Sgt. Parker is trying his hardest to knock
it into us, and seems to be making steady progress. The
PI. has designed its own notice board, which will look
very becoming in the garden when it is finished.
Seven
members of the Mortar PI. went out with Sgt. Parker on a
demolition party. There was one big bang with no warning
—the first thing we thought of was a new PI. Comd., but
he came out alive and kicking. We hope to welcome Sgt.
Tutt out of hospital in the next two weeks, and hope that
he will be fit and well. We welcome Cpl. Mead back
from a course in Blighty sometime this month, he should
know all the ins and outs of the mortar by then. This
will bring the PI. strength up to the grand total of 22.
" Misfire."

" H.O." COMPANY
The Coy. is once again settled at K.K.B., under the
Comd. of Maj. A. L. A. Bishop. We shall soon welcome
Maj. Faulkner as a new O.C., making the fourth officer
to hold this appointment in six months. The old maxim
a change is as good as a rest" would not, however,
seem to apply.
We have temporarily lost the C.S.M., who has gone
to Singapore to meet his wife and family, as also has
Pte. York.
It is felt that it was due only to the efficiency of a
very active pressgang that a deputy R.S.M's. batman was
found.
C.S.M. Watts returns as C.S.M. " H.Q." Coy. during
the interim period. It is very pleasant to have him back.
A new arrival to the Coy. is Pte. Watson, a State and
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Bn. cricketer, who was posted on Part I orders as a
" signalman." (" A rose by any other name . . .")
Congratulations are due to Cpls. Knight and Wood
man. and L/Cpls. Streeter, Sales and Ransom on recent
promotion.

WHO SAYS THAT

The Coy. has been called upon to provide the standby
PI. on a number of occasions recently at very short notice.
This is mentioned only as an explanation for the sub
mission of a transfer, to the R.A.F., by C.S.M. Armstrong.
We are watching the Honours List for a D.F.C.

HORSES

A report in a U.K. National
Proctor plane which crashed near
girls. Could this be our Sgt. from
course whilst the O.R.Q.M.S. was
meeting ?

ARE

Newspaper tells of a
London injuring four
the B.O.R. slightly off
absent for the Rifle

Pte. Tittensor is now acting as Coy. runner, but only
excels himself in that respect when travelling from billet
to NAAFI at opening time.
Our arms store, it has been said, has been responsible
for the loss of many articles, but consequent to the arrival
of Pte. Dards as storeman it is never at a loss for words.
By the time these notes are published we shall have
lost L/Cpl. Baker, of the B.O.R., who, having obtained
local release in order to emigrate to Sydney, Australia,
now finds it cheaper to work his way across the continent
from Fremantle, at which port he will arrive by rowing
boat. He has long been called " Hobo," but it was never
thought that he would so amply justify that nickname.
Cpl. Meade. C.O.S., also leaves shortly in answer to
the call of duty. He will be missed at early morning and
his well known cry " only a couple of months now," will
be noticeable by its absence.
It will be surprising if we ever lose Pte. Mutlow, A.C.C.,
who has been downgraded and is awaiting air passage to
U.K. Having seen the size of his trousers waistband it
is thought likely that even the 661bs. baggage entitlement
will be denied him.
We conclude with a note of farewell to the R.S.M.
and O.R.Q.M.S., who are leaving us shortly to take up
Quartermaster Commissions.

DRUMS NOTES
Since our last writeup many things have happened,
mainly the arrival of the new drummers, Ptes. Oakley,
Paget, Lewis, Chatfield. Franks, Brittan, Beckham and
Redwood. All are making favourable progress as well as
a new trend in interpretation of bugle calls.
On 1st May we beat retreat at Batu Arang, which was
our last parade engagement. Since then we have completed
our annual retraining and P.E. tests, range work, etc. We
give our best wishes to Dmrs. Ward, Keating and Kesby
(Kiwi). The first two have now joined duty Coys., whilst
the latter remains with us, but as a L/Cpl. Before our
next issue Dmr. Martin will have left us for U.K. for
medical reasons. We all wonder if the perforated ear
was caused by a long hat pin or was it too much drum
practice.
It is rumoured that Danny Sheehan is now counting
oil" his 90 days ! ! Phew ! !

AFRAID

OF

ELEPHANTS P
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

SERGEANTS'

MESS

The retraining period over, the Bn. are now established
in their respective stations in the Federation, and are once
more getting along with the important task of stamping
out communism.
During retraining the following events took place. On
the 5th July, 1952, the biggest parade ever held in the
Federation was held, on the Kuala Lumpur padang, on
the occasion of the Queen's birthday.
The Bn. was represented by Capt. Alpanalp, C.S.M.
Boorer, Sgt. Browning and twelve other ranks.
R.S.M.
Stephens was the parade R.S.M. The salute was taken
by the High Commissioner, Gen. Sir Gerald Templer.
Many reports were heard about the smartness of the" troops
taking part. This reflects credit on all from the Bn. who
took part on the ceremonial parade.
The Bn. Rifle Meeting was most successful. This
was held on the 8th, 9th and 10th June. We were honoured
by a visit from Lady Lockhart, who kindly presented the
prizes on the last day of the meeting.
The Bn. Swimming Gala was held on Friday, 13th
June. Despite the day and date no one was drowned, and
a good enjoyable afternoon's sport was held.
On the
14th we had the annual Bde. Commander's inspection,
followed at night by a most successful Sgts'. Mess dance.
A church parade marchpast (salute being taken by
our Bde. Comdr.) was held at 07.30 hours the next morn
ing, and then it was time to become operational again.
Looking back, one feels it was all rather hectic, but
worth while. Since our return to old hunting grounds we
have been rather restricted on the social side. However,
on successive days we played the Cpls. Mess at soccer (a
very close game with the Cpls. winning 5—3). The Officers'
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Mess at badminton. We again lost, but we had a most
enjoyable time and really the result doesn't count.
C.S.M. Armstrong, C/Sjt. Cooper, Sgts. Parker and
Jennings are additional members eagerly awaiting the
arrival of their families about the middle of July. We
congratulate Sgts. Fisher, Lovell, Russell and Stephenson
on their promotion and are very pleased to welcome them
to our holy abode.

CRICKET

NOTES

The Bn. has now gathered a cricket side together of
considerable strength and since last going to press is happy
to report that it has not been defeated. We were all
sorry to see Maj. (Paul) Crook leave the side on his posting
to Singapore (hard luck !) and will miss his infallibility in
winning the toss. Maj. (Dicky) Dover has taken over the
captaincy.
Ptes. Spanswick and Watson have both played for the
Selangor State side and have now been selected to play
in the annual match—North v. South. Capt. Shearburn
has also made two appearances in the State side. Well
done !
Results during June were: —
1st R.W.K. v. R.A.S.C.—
1st R.W.K., 154 (Capt. Dodson 62 not out); R.A.S.C.,
48 and 51 (Pte. Cumming 7—38, 2/Lt. Smith 7—26, Lt.
Goodwin 5—16). Won by an innings and 55 runs.
1st R.W.K. v. SELANGOR CLUB—
1st R.W.K., 154 for 6 declared (Capt. Shearburn 35
not out, Pte. Underhill 27, Maj. Dover 23); Selangor Club,
67—7 (Capt. Shearburn 4—17). Drawn game after an
exciting last 30 minutes.
1st R.W.K. v. P.W.D.—
1st R.W.K., 147 for 5 declared (Pte. Underhill 45,
Capt. Shearburn 48); P.W.D. 52 (Capt. Shearburn 5—16,
Pte. Cumming 4—11). Won by 95 runs.
We are hoping to play the Officers' v. Sergeants'
Annual Match on the newly prepared wicket on K.K.B.
Padang. Records show that the Officers have won the last
two matches—the betting is against them winning again
this year.
" From ghosties and ghoulies and longlegged
creatures and things that go bang in the night,
may the good Ford deliver us."

Pte. Brian Canfield, Whitley Mill, Sevenoaks, a member of
The Queen's Own R.W.K. Regiment, holding a flying fox.
killed by overhead electric wires at Rawang Camp, Malaya.

4 th

BATTALION
BATTALION

H.O.
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NE of the main features of last
month was the adoption ceremony
by the Chairman and Council of
the Tonbridge U.D.C.
This ceremony has been covered in
t'le
Correspondence, so further com
ment in this section would be redundant,
other than to say that from comments
passed, that it made a profound impression
on the local inhabitants. They were also pleasantly sur
prised by the " Beating of Retreat" followed by a Free
Dance, with all refreshments, etc., which was organized by
the Bn. Evidence of its popularity was shown by the fact
that by 10.15 p.m. there were over 2,000 people dancing
and sitting out on the Castle lawn.
This year Bn. H.Q. was asked by the K.T.A. to
organise the T.A. Arena at the Kent Agricultural Show,
at Maidstone, on 9th and 10th July. We were fortunate
to obtain a far bigger area, due to lack of cattle, resulting
from foot and mouth disease, and so were able to lay on a
bigger, and we hope better, display than has been possible
in other years.
On the 18th July "The Officers' July Ball" was held
in the Tudor House, Bearsted. This was very well attended,
having about 230 guests, and although the organisation of
next year's ball has been relegated to the back of our
minds for the time being, we are already toying with the
idea of finishing rather later, or earlier (?), as a lot of
our guests wanted to continue, after " The Queen," and
did so for a short while to the " brilliant rendering of
popular tunes " on the piano by Maj. John Bobby.
We are now thinking that next year we might go on
dancing till 4.30 a.m., and finish up with a breakfast to
help sustain our guests, who have rather long distances to
drive home.
We are not, however, going to " Panic
Stations " just yet over next year's arrangements !

H.Q. COMPANY
" The splendour falls on castle walls,
And snowy summits old in story,
The long light shakes across the lakes,
And the wild cataract leaps in glory,
Blow, bugle, blow, set the wild echos flying,
Blow, bugle; answer echoes, dying, dying, dying."
Since the time of William Rufus, when Richard De
Clare of Brionne, first named Tonbridge Castle upon its
lofty mound, the ancient walls have seen many military
episodes and have rung again with the clash of metal and
the curt whip of military commands.
During this long and tumultuous history the old
towers have worn the pointed Norman shields and tossed
the echoes of the Saxon warcries. Queen Elizabeth the
First bestowed them and the Roundheads sacked them.
It was perhaps appropriate that they should, on Sunday,
22nd June, have received unto themselves troops who
were neither foreign nor hostile, but who were sons of
Kent, bearing upon their arms the Cliffs of Dover and,
prepared if necessary to defend, not only the Gate of
Tonbridge Castle, but Kent, the Garden Gate of England.
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The ceremony which took place on that day was to
mark the adoption, by Tonbridge Urban District Council,
of the local Territorial Army Units of which the principal
and largest was the Bn. Headquarters, Headquarters Coy.
and Sp. Coy. of the 4th Bn., The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regt. The parade, headed by the Scarlet
coated Band and Drums of the 4th Bn.. marched through
the town to the Castle, on whose broad lawn, which was
once its courtyard, the simple ceremony proceeded.
The assembled troops were honoured by the presence
of Gen. Oliver, the Colonel of the Regt., who accompanied
the Chairman of the U.D.C., and the Commanding Officer,
as they walked round the ranks. Following the inspection,
plaques and illuminated addresses were exchanged, after
which the parade marched past a saluting base in the old
and historic part of Tonbridge, north of the river.
The following Monday evening, the splendidly colour
ful Band and Drums again passed under the ancient arch
to carry out the ceremony of " Beating of Retreat,"
a procedure which was watched by a large and interested
crowd of folk both from the town and the surrounding
countryside.
The same evening saw a sherry party, given by the
Tonbridge Officers of the 4th Bn. for the Chairman and
Councillors of the U.D.C. It is safe to say that any remain
ing barriers to a close unity of Civic and Military were
pleasurably swept aside at this function.
Clubman.
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" A "

COMPANY

This month has been one of anticlimax after the
prodigious efforts made by everybody at camp. We have
come back to our Drill Halls to find that drill nights
come round very quickly, but the bob or two earned during
these periods is a welcome supplement to the weekly pay
packet.
We are trying to run a Cadre course for our junior
N.C.Os. at the moment, but find it extremely difficult to
conform to a programme owing to the varied civilian jobs
of our members, however, we hope to teach them quite
a lot by the time camp rolls round once more.
Our jovial friend the Sgt.Maj. has just returned from
a wellearned rest, and certainly looks a lot better for his
leave, we should also like to congratulate him on obtaining
his 1st Class Army Certificate of Education. A splendid
effort considering the demands made on him by the T.A.
We had a very enjoyable Sunday Morning's Shoot at
the Barracks against the Coy. Comdrs. old unit, The Royal
Artillery, a few weeks ago. The result was most satis
factory to us as we won by 21 points, but no doubt the
opposing team will get their revenge when we fire against
them on their own ground. The shooting lasted about
an hour only as the Home Guard had turned up in strength
and required the range, so we adjourned to the Club Room
where numerous beers, etc., were put down the " butts."
We can only assume and hope that they arrived home safe
and sound.

_

Photo by Kent and Sussex Courier

Inspection by the Chairman of the Tonbridge Urban District Council. Mrs. E. M. Friend, of Bn. H.Q..
H.Q. and Sp. Coys., 4th Bn. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, and 4 PI., 303 (Kent) Bn'.
W.R.A.C. (T.A.) at the recent Adoption Ceremony.
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That seems to have exhausted the news for this month,
so will say cheerio until the next edition.
Sgt. " Kite."
" C "

COMPANY

Far from easing off since our return from camp,
training has been proceeding apace. The Bde. Comdr's.
report on " Exercise Startup" made interesting reading
and anticipating the programme to be laid down by the
C.O., we have already had two clothmodel discussions on
patrols and understand that Mr. Duggan is evolving some
night exercise to be staged in Montreal Park in the very
near future. It is rumoured that this is to practise us in
fighting through the objective which we sincerely hope will
be the " King's Head," at Bessels Green ! Other activities
have included a trip round the countryside under Mr.
Evans; learning how, or how not, to read a compass and
map. We were also treated to an excellent lecture by
Mr. Ogilvie on streetfighting and houseclearing. Try as
we could, we were unable to find a suitable site to carry
out a practical demonstration, though it was suggested
that we might use the Lecturer's house.
As reported in our last notes, we were compelled to
leave behind after camp, two of our number who had
fallen sick, namely C.Q.M.S. Osborne and Pte. Smith. We
are pleased to say that both have recovered from their
maladies and are back in the fold once more. It is learned
from authoratative sources that Maj. Coombes' car is
approaching the end of its life and in our next report we
hope to be able to give full details of the newwarhorse.
Before finally closing, we tender our congratulations
to Mr. Duggan on his recent engagement and wish him and
his fiancee every happiness.
" PenPusher."

" D" COMPANY
The Coy. has now settled down to the normal run of
things and the hectic two weeks of camp have now passed
into history.
On Tuesday, the 8th July, the Coy., both past and
present, attempted at Parish Lane both to refresh them
selves and to bid a very sad farewell to Sgt. Dave Baker,
who has been the hub of all the various activities in the
Coy. since it was reformed after the war.
For most
people his departure came as a bit of a shock—it has
been rather like an old oak tree being cut down after
having been an institution for years.
However—sad
though the reason for the party was—the party itself lacked
nothing in either drink or voice. We personally left early
at about 11, just as things were warming up, but from all
accounts the operation of warming up ended with great
heat and hangover. We were very pleased to see the C.O..
2 i/c. and Adjt. The Coy. subscribed towards the pur
chase of a very elegant clock, suitably inscribed, which the
Coy. Comdr. presented to Sgt. Baker. We all wish him
the very best of luck and sincerely hope we shall see him
at Penge from time to time.
We have been very fortunate in getting Sgt. Quinn
from the 1st Bn. in Malaya, and to him we extend a hearty
welcome and the hope that he will enjoy his stay with
us. No doubt he will be organising the Crystal Palace
into a Jungle Warfare School and we shall probably all
be jungle bashing on Tuesdays.
Nightingale IV.

DEPOT

A

S is usual, July has been a month of varied activity
at the Regimental Depot. We have been heavily
engaged in both the social and military sides of life.
The first event in the social sphere was the 4th Bn.
July Ball, which was held at Tudor House, Bearsted.
Several officers from the Depot attended this Ball, which
was an outstanding success.
The Regimental Tent at Mote Parke, during Maidstone
Cricket Week, was as popular as ever this year. We were
delighted to welcome so many keen followers of the game
who witnessed some very entertaining cricket.
Another successful social event was the Corporals'
Mess Outing, which was held on 16th July. With liberal
supplies of refreshments they set off for Margate, where
they enjoyed a welcome change from barrack routine.
The Reunion this year was one of the best ever. It 
took the usual form of a march through Maidstone to All
Saints' Church, and then a short memorial service at the
Cenotaph in Brenchley Gardens. Luncheon in the New
Gymnasium was followed by a full afternoon's entertain
ment which included children's and old soldiers' races,
shooting competitions and a P.T. display. The 4th Bn.
Corps of Drums and the Band of the Buffs played during
the afternoon and were greatly appreciated. We were
pleased to see five
members of the recently formed
Guernsey Branch of the Past and Present Association who
had flown over for the occasion. This most enjoyable day
ended with the Buffs' Band Beating Retreat on the Square.
Early in the month we welcomed the new intake. Soon
after they arrived, the Depot was visited by the editors of
nearly all the Kent newspapers, who came to see what
life is really like for National Servicemen during their first
few weeks in the army. The Colonel of the Regiment
met them and then showed them recruits receiving instruc
tion in various subjects.
They visited the Information
Room, which, as a result of Sgt. Turner's efforts, is now
most attractively decorated. They were particularly in
terested in the work of the P.S.O., who after discovering a
man's abilities and interests suggests suitable military em
ployment for him when his training is completed. Maj.
Love showed them the Regimental Museum which greatly
impressed them. After lunch in the Officers' Mess they
were addressed by Gen. Oliver. Their accounts in the
papers showed that their visit to the Regimental Depot
left a very favourable impression.
The last draft which returned from Malaya has since
been discharged from the army. Before they left they
spent two interesting and enjoyable days at the Kent
County Agricultural Show, where they acted as jump
orderlies while the National Grade " C " Jumping Cham
pionship was decided.
The present intake has been extremely hard worked.
They have been practising in the evenings for a P.T. Dis
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play. Those who were at the Reunion will agree that after
such a short period of service their performance was very
creditable. They have since given another successful dis
play at a British Legion Fete. Apart from these displays
they have made two other public appearances. On the day
of the Reunion they marched in front of the parade and on
23rd July they provided a Guard of Honour for the Mayor
in the Maidstone Carnival Procession.
This month there are many items of personal interest
to record. We must congratulate Cpls. Pannell and Martin
on their promotion. Cpl. Pannell received his Distinquished
Conduct Medal from Her Majesty at Buckingham Palace
when he attended the Investiture on 29th July. Sgt.
Say well and Cpls. Yea, Tobey and Richards have now left
the Army. We really shall miss these stalwarts. We thank
them for all they have done here and wish them good
fortune in civilian life.
We congratulate the new Cook Cpl., Cpl. Markham,
on his recent marriage and look forward to having him
with us for a long time. The R.S.M. has signecf on for a
further year's service.
Pte. Boulton attended a Dedication Service at Crayford
School as a bugler on 10th July, and also acted as trumpeter
during the local Assizes. We have been visited by four
officers who are shortly to join the 1st Bn.
They are
Cpts. Franklin and Macmillan, Lt. Marshall and 2/Lt.
Blanche.
L/Cpl. Shaddock is soon to leave us for O.C.S., Eaton
Hall.
Congratulations to C/Sgt. Ringe on his promotion to
temporary, acting (and unpaid) R.Q.M.S.
The next event of importance in the near future is
the Passing Out Parade on 13th August, at which Mr. M. C.
Harman will be present. Mr. Harman's son, John, won the
Victoria Cross at Kohima.

DEPOT CRICKET
The Depot Cricket Team has continued on its suc
cessful course. On 25th June, in an evening game, R.A.F.,
Rochester scored 135 for 5 declared. S/Sgt. Robertson
taking 4 for 29.
The Depot made a poor reply, but
managed to save the game. On the following day we batted
first against the Maidstone Telephone Operators, and scored
150 for 4 declared. This was due to some good batting by
Maj. Moss, Lt. Canney and L/Cpl. Hurst. Lt. Canney
played a particularly good innings and made 50 not out.
They were all out for 91, Pte. Wilson (who had just returned
from Malaya) taking 5 for 25.
One of our few away matches, against Sittingbourne
Wednesday, was an extremely exciting game. We batted
first and allowed ourselves to be dismissed rather cheaply
for 93. They failed to score quickly enough, being tied
down by some accurate bowling and finished with 83 for 8.
The Maidstone Past and Present Association played
against us on 13th July. Batting first they were all out
cheaply for 25, Lt. Scouller taking 6 for 12 and S/Sgt.
Robertson 4 for 12. The Depot passed this score comfort
ably and eventually declared their innings closed at 110 for
6 wickets. S/Sgt. Robertson hit a very good quick 40.
When they batted again they had more success and ended
with 68 for 5 wickets.
On 22nd July, 1952, we met K.A.E.C. Once more,
batting first, we were out cheaply for 80, a total which was

only achieved thanks to a spirited partnership between
L/Cpl. Weller and Pte. York. Against accurate bowling,
they never looked like making the runs and were all out
for 44.
25th June.—R.A.F., Rochester, 135 for 6 declared (S/Sgt.
Robertson 4 for 29); Depot, R.W.K., 67 for 9. Drawn.
26th June.—Depot, R.W.K., 150 for 4 declared (Lt. Canney
50 not out, L/Cpl. Hurst 36, Maj. Moss 27 not out);
Maidstone Telephone Operators, 91 (Pte. Wilson 5
for 25). Won, 25 runs.
9th July.—Depot, R.W.K., 93 (S/Sgt. Robertson 28); Sit
tingbourne Wednesday, 83 for 8 (S/Sgt. Robertson 5
for 51, Lt. Scouller 3 for 23). Drawn.
13th July.—Past and Present Association, 25 (Lt. Scouller
6 for 12, S/Sgt. Robertson 4 for 8) and 68 for 5 (Lt.
Scouller 3 for 29); Depot, R.W.K., 110 for 6 declared
(S/Sgt. Robertson 40). Won by 10 wickets.
22nd July.—Depot, R.W.K., 80; K.A.E.C., 44 (S/Sgt.
Robertson 5 for 17, Lt. Scouller 4 for 12). Won by
36 runs.

SERGEANTS' MESS
As was forecast Sgt. Charlie Kent was " at home " to
all mess members early in July. It was a pleasant little
party and no doubt Charlie was hard put for words when
called upon for " speech."
However, he managed to
proceed on his way on 8th July with the very best wishes
from us all for success in civil life. In his place we welcome
Sgt. Standley on his promotion, and we hope to see plenty
of him in the Mess in future.
A subject that started very quietly early in the month,
was raised to a crescendo when S/Sgt. Instr. Robertson.
A.P.T.C., defeated Sgt. Turner, R.A.E.C., at tennis 8—6.
This led to further matches and the quieting down of the
S.S.I.(P.T.), whom it is understood has not won a match
since in spite of playing from 1.0 p.m. until 6.0 p.m. one
afternoon, when it appears he was determined to win one
match at least. With the revival of tennis and provision of
balls by the Mess no doubt other members will soon be
taking interest.
Of course, as you will have already read elsewhere, the
14th Annual Reunion was a huge success, but from the
Mess side we were pleased indeed to have with us for short
stays, Tup Lamb, from Coventry; George Carter (member
of Catford Branch); Dick Thatcher, Roy Self, Doughy
Baker and Hepworth, the Channel Island contingent; Jim
Bates and R.S.M. King (from Hong Kong) also came in
to see us during their holidays. We hope they all enjoyed
their sojourn, and we take this opportunity of congratulat
ing the chaps from the Channel Islands on obtaining 3rd
place out of 10 teams in the InterBranch Shooting compe
tition. The Mess was very well patronised by our many
friends from far and near and mess members were kept
very busy seeing to their wants.
The London Branch
contingent seemed to be first away, followed shortly after
wards by the Guernsey Branch contingent—however, they
missed the train they intended to depart by and returned to
once again give their farewells. Many promises have been
made and whether they materialise we shall have to wait
and see—one was that the R.S.M. definitely intends to
spend a fortnight in the Islands next year—keep a place
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for him in Castle Cornet ? Much to our surprise Joe
Saunders  turned up in his usual happy mood—and in
" competition " with Charlie Hendrick gave a popular song
"I've got a lovely bunch of coconuts," using both pianos.
Of course there were many other old friends, far too
numerous to name, but we must include Mr. Binder and
Tom Vidler, two Chelsea pensioners. Mr. Binder seems
to be keeping very well in health and is still as jovial as he
was last year. It was Tom VidleTs first visit to Maidstone
since he has been in the Royal Hospital and no doubt he
will make it a point to come along again for many more
years we hope.
On Reunion weekend, a gentleman called and intro
duced himself as Mr. Pluck, from Leeds, and as he hap
pened to be down this area on business he thought he
would try and find out when his sons are likely to arrive
from Malaya. The sons arc twins of course, wellknown
in the 1st Bn., and it so happened that the 1st Bn. shooting
results had been received in the " Buster " that day, where
it appears that Sgt. Pluck ,(no initials given) ran away
with all the prizes. It appears he is a reputable good shot
who arrived from 1st Bn. Middlesex Regt. I'm sure Mr.
Pluck enjoyed his short stay since he was able to have
a few words with other mess members who have recently
returned from Malaya.
Another important event happened during the month
and we hope Sgt. Pedlar Palmer has not forgotten that this
generous government gave him £50 for his valuable services
in condescending to soldiering on a little longer. When
do we "drink up " 2 1 2
The recent long spell of very hot weather and lack of
rain reminds us of the " Medicalman Unattached " (R.S.M.
Bob Baker) who is now sweating it out in West Africa—
greetings to you—we hope all is well.
We are still undecided on the date and place of our
outing, but it seems Ramsgate is favourite—more of this
event in our next edition.
The Home Counties District Shooting Competition
takes place on 30th/31st August, 1952—we also have on
30th August an important cricket fixture with Prison
Officers, Wormwood Scrubs, C.C. We hope this pleasant
event does not get cancelled—of course, maybe another
date can be fixed.
So " best of luck " to the many who came to Reunion,
but we did get a chance to speak to.
" McCartney."

HAYNES
BROTHERS
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HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE
DEPOT, CANTERBURY

W

HEN asked for a contribution this month, we at
the Bde Depot found ourselves rather at a loss
for ideas as there has been no births, or marriages
taking place, and all members of the Queen's Own here
have been enumerated in previous issues.
However, after much thought wc remembered several
facts which seemed worthy of note. It may be remembered
that last month mention was made of two Pis. who were
due to plunge into field training. L. & M. Pis. have now
completed these schemes which virtually marked the end
of their stay here, as they have only one week left here
with No. 4 Coy. and this is to be spent mostly in prepara
tion for passing out tests and the subsequent parade. Be
ing in their last week of training L. & M. Pis. are now
tending to adopt a rather patronising attitude towards Q.
and R. Pis., also members of the Queen's Own, but who
are only in their third week here. Example of this may
be seen in the N.A.A.F.I. when the Pis. meet, L. and M.
then talk loftily about Malaya, using terms such as " Basha,
Eban, Leeches" and a variety of weird phrases (mostly
gleaned from Sgt. Cawley and A.B.C.A. periods). Many
interesting situations should arise when these bronzed
veterans reach the Bn.
Such members of the Regt. who were at Shorncliffe
with the 1st Bn. will remember Lt.Col. Martyn's black
Labrador retriever, " Sweep." After spending a year at
Maidstone the dog is now at the Bde. Depot and being
ably looked after by Sgt. Huntingdon in the Officers' Mess.
" Sweep " has attended so many training periods with L.
and M. Pis., that documents are being prepared by the
Orderly Room staff with a view to drafting him to Malaya.
This then, is a brief summary of the past month's
activities of the Queen's Own Contingent at Canterbury.
" Jumbo."



Tramp: "I've asked for money, I've begged for
money, and I've cried for money."
Housewife: " And tell me, have you ever tried work
ing for it ? "
Tramp: " No Mum. You see, I'm going through the
alphabet" and I haven't reached ' W ' yet."
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by Horace Maskell. We held our breath while this match
was on lest we had to apply to the War Office for Dave's
release for next month. More details can be found in the
" Bangers' Gazette."
Which should be quite enough for this month, I
imagine, so all the best to all other members of the Regi
ment—and particularly the 1st Bn.
" Nightingale."

lHh (LEWISHAM) BATTALION
Ex" B " COMPANY, 5th

BATTALION

'"I" HE July meeting of the " Bangers" (the name which
we are more and more becoming accustomed to
being called) was a little out of the ordinary in that
it was the last one at which (for some considerable time)
we were likely to meet Sgt. Dave Baker. As is now well
known, Dave was the Permanent Staff Instructor at the
T.A. Centre at Parish Lane, Penge, and has now volunteered
to rejoin the 1st Bn. who are, of course, on active service
in Malaya.
When the evening was in full swing, or at least, when
most of the bods had arrived, and during a convenient
pause between darts matches, " order" was called for
and, after Harry Lake had said a few words, our Secretary
read out an invitation from " D " Coy., of the 4th Bn.,
to join them in a noggin (or two) at the Drill Hall on the
following Tuesday, when the T.A. were shoving on a fare
well party for their outgoing P.S.I.
Our Secretary saicl we had known Dave for some
years and that he had supported us and cooperated with
us to the fullest extent, and without such support and co
operation our residence at the Drill Hall might well have
been less comfortable. The boys thought that Dave's
departure should not go unmarked by the " Bangers " and
we wished to make him a presentation. Now there is
only one thing " B " Coy. ever presents to anybody and
that is a pint pot. Here, the Secretary produced the Pot
and read the inscription, "To Dave Baker. Best of luck.
Bangers, 1952." In wishing him the best of luck, he said,
he was sure all would join him, including Dave, in extend
ing it to include all the boys now out in Malaya.
Sgt. Baker made a short speech in reply, thanking us,
and, Tom Sayer, having filled the Pot immediately on its
presentation, proceeded to demonstrate his ability to
use it.
,
On Tuesday, July the 8th, we were very pleased indeed
to accept the invitation of " D" Coy. to join them at
Dave's farewell party. This will, no doubt, be fully
reported elsewhere, so we'd only like to say here that we do
really appreciate the invitation. Let's hope that jt will
jlead to many more gatherings of the " Past" and the
" Present." We are, in fact, indulging in a spot of shoot
ing together in August, in company with the Catford
Branch, and we hope to justify our existence in that field
to no small degree.
We are sorry to report that Sid Pattenden has been
in hospital for a while, but he is progressing favourably
at the moment, and wc hope to see him out and about
again before very long.
The Darts Tournament for the Winston Challenge
Cup got well under way this evening, and sundry bods got
knocked for six. Notably Dave Baker was knocked out

T

YPICAL " Reunion " weather was very evident at
Maidstone on Sunday, 20th July, 1952, when mem
bers of the Regimental Past and Present Association
held its annual gathering. A boiling hot sun poured its heat
down on the assembly on the barrack square, when the
Colonel of the Regt., Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.,
made his inspection, stopping here and there to have a
word or two with an old comrade.
It was a very pleasing ceremony, for his cheerful smile
and happy manner left a big impression on those present.
The Association was led by Col. Dean, V.C., who was in
very good form and led the lively banter as he greeted
members of the 11th.
Mr. A. E. Grant, Chairman; Capt. R. O. Russell,
Hon. Treasurer; Mr. L. W. Dawson, Hon. Secretary; with
Messrs. Bull and Brannon represented the Management
of the Association. The latter received a good " rasp
berry " for being late, whilst we missed the presence of
Capts. Morley and Maltby.
More so, did we miss " Our Tim," dear Tim Hayley,
whose sudden death gave us all such a shock last year.
This was eased by his son, R.S.M. A. Hayley, who came
along and greeted the Association with " Good morning.
Gentlemen," which caused renewed fun.
The Parade, led by the Band of the East Kent Regt.,
The Buffs, marched off the Square, through flagdecorated
streets (it being the cricket week) to All Saints' Church,
where the treasured colours and memorials of the Regt.
are enshrined.
Many a shirt was soaked and collar ruined by sweat
as the column wended its way through the baked streets,
and it was real relief when the shade and cool of the
church was found.
Amidst the treasured relics of the Regt. a short, but
very impressive service was held, and before the address,
given by Canon C. B. Sampson, M.A., he, at the invitation
of Gen. Oliver, dedicated a Memorial Tablet to the late
Col. H. D. BuchananDunlop, C.M.G., D.S.O. Canon
Sampson's address was based on the passage of the Bible
" Hold fast, that which is good," and spoke of the high
traditions of the Regt.
Canon Sampson was due to preach at Westminster
Abbey in the afternoon.
The march to the Regimental Cenotaph in Brenchley
Gardens was notable, because of the tunc played by the
Band. " The Double Eagle March," its slow, easy tempo
was highly appreciated by the older men.
At the Memorial a two minutes' silence was observed
and the Colonel of the Regiment and the Mayor of
Maidstone laid wreaths of poppies as the Guard of Honour,
composed of men with but two week's service, stood be
hind the Memorial, facing the men of the Association. The
Colonel of the Regiment took the salute at the entrance
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to the Barracks, it was a proud moment for the old soldiers
of two world wars.
The Parade quickly broke up. many to enjoy a well
earned pint and a chat before lunch. The afternoon went
very quickly for there were many attractions. Punch and
Judy shows for the young; races for young and old: the
Standard Bearers' Competition, which was won by half
a point from the Lewisham Battalion's representative, Mr.
W. W. Toomer, M.M.
Hard luck, Bill, better luck next time.
Hearty congratulations to the winner.
Then there was the InterBranch Shoot, on the 25
yard open range, which was won by the London Branch
with a score of 300 points. Congratulations, London.
Physical training displays by recruits with only 17 days
training.
Finally came the presentation of prizes won in the
shoot and the Standard Bearers. Carrier and the " Retreat "
by the Band of the Bull's and Corps of Drums of the 4th
Bn. of the Regiment, which was highly appreciated by all
present.
It was a glorious day, everything went off splendidly
and I think that it was one of the best Reunions I remem
ber, and a vote of thanks is offered to the organisers of it
by this Association, which is proud to be associated with it.
Members of the Association will represent the Lewis
ham Bn. at the Annual Service at the Garden of Remem
brance, at Bellingham, S.E.6, on Sunday afternoon, 27th
July, 1952.
" Pte. Banks."

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

H

EADED by the Chairman, Mr. S. J. Terry, mem
bers of the Branch, with relatives and friends, left
Catford Bridge at 9.15 on Sunday morning, 20th
July, 1952, by coach to attend the Annual Reunion of the
Association at Maidstone.
Right from the start it was apparent that we were in
for a happy day, for high spirits prevailed, which were
added to when the Honourable Treasurer, Mr. L. Clarke,
was " late on parade " with his party, at his " pickup"
point. He got a deserved leg pull.
A halt was made halfway for a cup of tea, and well
on time the party arrived at the Barracks.
Soon the markers were in position and members with
rows of medals and decorations, made their way to their
places.
After the Colonel of the Regiment,, Maj.Gen. W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., had inspected the parade, the Old
Comrades with a detachment of young recruits with only
a few days' service just behind the Band of the Buffs, and
the Branch Standards, moved off to All Saints' Church,
the home of the Regimental Colours and memorials of
heroes and epics of years ago.
The hot sun made the march almost unbearable, but
the solace and cool of that old church was most welcome.
The service, conducted by the Reverend Canon C. B.
Sampson, M.A., was a short, but very impressive one,
and during that time a memorial tablet was dedicated to
the late Col. H. D. BuchananDunlop, C.M.G., D.S.O.
The usual honours were paid at the Regimental
Memorial, and the Colonel of the Regiment took the salute
at the Barrack gates.

Most of us hurried to the bar for a very welcome
drink after dismissal from parade, and during that time,
the Chairman presented to Sgt. D. Baker a pipe, pouch,
lighter and tobacco from the Branch.
Sgt. Baker, a valued member of the Branch, expects
to join the 1st Bn. in Malaya shortly and the gifts were
an appreciation of his great help to the Branch, which
wishes him the best of luck.
The afternoon was spent enjoying the various forms
of amusements and, regarding the Branch's efforts on the
25 yards open range, the less said about it the better, but
we heartily congratulate the London Branch on winning
the cup and prizes.
After watching the " Retreat" we boarded the coach
for the return journey to find that our dear friend Harry
Lake had " passed out," no doubt due to the excessive heat,
and he slept peacefully until the end of the journey.
Poor old Harry. I wonder how he felt next morning.
All present were in very high spirits and the old, well
loved songs were sung with real gusto until we reached
"The Buck's Head," at Godden Green, near Sevenoaks,
where our old friends, Mr. and Mrs. R. T. Snow, were
waiting to welcome us.
There we spent a very pleasant couple of hours with
poor old Harry " guarding " the coach in solitary state.
At 9.30 we resumed the journey home after sincere
farewells had been exchanged with our host and hostess,
and promises made to " come again, soon."
Singing and fun was renewed on the final stages of the
journey and at various points members were unloaded till
at length Catford Bridge was reached with but Len Clarke
and family left.
It had been a glorious day's fun and all thoroughly
enjoyed it.
Now we offer to Harry, thanks for the work he put
in in organising the party.
Well done, Harry.
The Monthly Meeting, held at the " Prince of Wales,"
Perry Hill, S.E.6, on 11th July, 1952, was notable because
of the presence of Mr. L. Remfry, recently elected Chair
man of the London Branch, and he received a warm
welcome when his letter to the Branch was read out, in
which he thanked the Branch for its congratulations on
his assuming the Chairmanship, and for the presentation
to his Branch of the Regimental Scroll, suitably framed
by Catford Branch, which was arranged by Mr. Albert
Medhurst and Mr. R. Fielder, as a token of thanks for
the London Branch's generous help towards Catford
Standard Fund.
A deputation from Catford attended London Branch
last meeting to make the presentation, which was highly
appreciated, and it was stated that the scroll would occupy
a place of honour in London's Club Room, and was grate
fully received.
The long awaited darts match with the " Prince of
Wales" darts' team, resulted in a very close affair, the
Branch winning, the deciding peg, when Les Satchell, need
ing a double 4 threw his first dart in the single 6; his second
dart went into the double 1, which ended the match.
In the first game Mr. J. Blackmore scored a possible
180, an outstanding performance considering that he is
confined to an invalid chair from which he throws. He
is heartily congratulated on his feat.
Joe Saunders, happily recovered from his long illness
received a very warm welcome, won the first game on the
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double 1. The P.O.W. team won the 2nd, also on double 1.
The match was a very interesting one and another
match will be played after the Monthly Meeting on Friday,
8th August, 1952.
" Ravensbourne."

THE MAIDSTONE AND CATFORD BRANCHES

will be with the
LONDON BRANCH

at their

ANNUAL SOCIAL AND DANCE
on
SATURDAY, l3th SEPTEMBER, 1952

at the
BRIDGE HOUSE RESTAURANT, LONDON BRIDGE
TICKETS 7/6

There is still time for yon to join them.
mittance NOW to the—

Send your re

BRANCH SECRETARY, MR. W. A. COLE,
23, HERTFORD STREET, LONDON, W.L (TEL. Mayfair 2277)

CHATHAM BRANCH

J

OE WRIGHT has joined the Home Guard, and appealed
to all members eligible to enrol and do all they could
to get others to do the same as the age limit is 60
years.
At the British Legion Church Parade at St. Augustine's
Church, Giliingham, on the 6th July, the Branch was
represented, the Standard being paraded by Alf Tapp, who
in his 80th year, was complimented for carrying out this
exacting duty. An invitation has been received from the
Medway Branch Old Contemptibles' Association to attend
a service at St. Mary's Church, Chatham, on the 20th July,
to parade at 6.10 p.m., near the Town Hall.
Maj. Love deserves great credit for the excellent way
the exhibits are arranged in the Regimental Museum, and
old comrades visiting Maidstone should make a point of
seeing them.
The death, at 33 years was announced, through cancer,
of Mr. John Blake, Chatham, on the last week in June. He
served with the 5th Bn. in most of the campaigns from
1939—45.
;
The next Branch meeting will be held at the Drill
Hall, on Monday, 11th August.
W. Williams.

LONDON BRANCH

O

UR last meeting, held on the 27th June, was our
Annual General Meeting, there being 52 members
on parade to vote in the candidates for the various
offices. There were five ladies present, Mrs. Elson, Daphne
(her daughter), Mrs. Lake, .Mrs. Keeler and Mrs. Palmer,
and later in the evening came Mrs. Joe Saunders.
Our President, Brig. A. Riddell. was present, as was
Col. B. L. Clay and Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell. Letters from
Majs. A. S. Bredon and B. Chandler sent goodwill, and
we are pleased to note Bertram Chandler will again be
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with us after his long course and absence in B.A.O.R. on
duty. 1 hope we shall soon be seeing Col. O. M. Fry and
also Lt.Col. H. J. J. Brooks. We need all the support
wc can get from our officers, who have rallied round
splendidly in the past.
There was a sprinkling of all sorts among our regulars.
Our older members, represented by Alf Toms, Messrs.
Edwards, Sweetman and Hazell, our next line by Messrs.
Elson, Wilks, Remfrey, Scott and Medhurst, and our
younger members: Dick Blackham, Ted Tickner, Tom Silk,
Johno, Alf Beauchamp, etc., and soon we hope to have our
fourth line with the advent of the new members recently
recruited, whom Len Remfrey hopes to bring along before
our September Dance.
There are many more, of course, whom I have not
mentioned. I nominate the above as they come swiftly
to mind. There are many whose names are seldom if
ever mentioned in these notes. I hope those chaps who
come along to us so regularly will seek me out and tell
me something of their history so that I can give them a
mention also. Now to the main points of the meeting.
First came the nomination of new members and I
was proud to introduce a very old friend of 191926 days,
Ted Tidball, with whom I spent many happy days in the
2nd Bn. in Dover and Germany as a very close friend,
and later with the 1st Bn. in India, where we were posted
to different Coys, and I elected for promotion and a career
and Ted decided he would go back to civilian life. He
was brought along by Johnny Manders, and together with
Jimmy Hammond, had a very talkative evening. Ted was
elected unanimously.
Before we began the election campaign wc were very
greatly surprised and most of us very moved at the un
expected gift of a very fine framed scroll of The Queen's
Own, beautifully painted in our colours, and embossed
London Branch P. & P. Association. This was presented
to our Chairman, Mr. Elson, by Mr. Medhurst, on behalf
of Mr. Terry, the Chairman, and all members of our very
close associates, the Catford Branch P. & P. Association.
Mr. Medhurst made a short and very apt speech to which
Harry Elson made reply in words very suited to such an
occasion. A hearty handclap showed the feelings of our
members at so generous a gesture. Thank you, once more,
Catford.
Then came the voting for the offices to be held for
the ensuing year. Our President, whom we are pleased to
hear was posted only from one office to another nearby,
was pleased to carry on another year in office.
Next
came the office of Chairman. Len Remfrey was put up,
and, 1 am pleased to state was voted in the Chair for the
ensuing year. His first act was to propose that Mr. Harry
Elson, so long our Chairman, should become our very
first VicePresident, and I do not think it would be possible
to describe the applause with which this proposal was
greeted.
Both our President and new Chairman paid
tribute to the grand job of work carried out in the past
decade and more by not only Harry, but Mrs. Elson too,
and wc all joined in the very hearty vote of thanks awarded
them. May they long continue to serve with us as they
have done in the past.
Len Remfrey will carry on the good work. There is
no keener member of the branch—always looking for new
members, always searching for means to attract our absen
tees to return to the fold. Congratulations and let the good
work continue.
The lesser offices found Mr. H. Wilks
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reelected ViceChairman; Col. B. L. Clay to carry on the
audit. The committee for all round purposes—Messrs.
Thomas, Hazell, Lake and Hallett, and Mr. Edwards for
Welfare. Last, but by no means least, our Secretary, Bill
Cole, has for two or three years asked for relief from this
onerous task, but once more Bill has yielded to the per
suasion of the branch and decided to carry on. I know
of nobody who could cope with the task as Bill does,
and we are all pleased to see him remain in office. Well
done, Bill, and long may you continue to reign. He will
be assisted as far as possible by Mr. Briddock, a very well
known character of Poona days with the 1st Bn. in the
1920 era.
There were one or two very good speeches on behalf
of the late Mr. Baker, who was so wellknown to all ranks
as one of the greatest boxers the Regiment produced. The
proceedings of a collection and the raffle will go towards
the remembrance stone which it is hoped will be erected
in his honour.
I had quite a lengthy conversation with Alf Toms
who had presented the museum with one or two of his
treasures. He informed me that his number was 6008, that
he had no wish for promotion, was with the 1st Bn. in
Singapore before World War I and also with the 3rd Bn.
for a while in Malta. He considered himself a 1st Class
Cook in those days and was most unfortunate in being
hit in both legs in 1915. Now lives on his modest pension.
A grand type of the old school is Alf.
I would like to wind up with hearty thanks from the
Branch to Brig. A. Riddell for his short, but splendid
speech on our appreciation of the grand spell of work
carried out over a long period by our exChairman, Mr.
Harry Elson.
More next month.
The Spider.

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

Y

ET one more Annual Reunion has passed and it
seems they become more successful with each year,
as will be testified by the following letter received
by the Branch Chairman from Officer Commanding The
Regimental Depot: —
" 1 would like to say thank you all very much
indeed for all the hard work put in by you at the
Reunion.
" When I was last at the Depot, as Adjutant, in
1938, I think I am correct in saying the Depot staff
used to run all the games, shooting, etc. We certainly
never reached anything like your standard yesterday.
" It was completely excellent and 1 do appreciate
very much all the hard work you must have put in to
make the day the success it really was.
"Thank you all again, very much."
We are of course delighted and congratulate our
Standard Bearer on winning the InterBranch Standard
Bearers' Competition, after being runner up in 1951. Well
done, Fred Hills, we are proud of you. The final placings
were as follows: —
1st, Maidstone Branch, 88 points;
2nd, 11th (Lewisham) Branch, 851 points;
3rd, London Branch, 78 points.

The InterBranch Team Shooting Contest was better
supported this year and no less than ten teams competed
for the silver challenge cup, presented by the Regimental
Depot. The London Branch are to be highly congratulated
in winning the cup with an average of 75 per cent. In
view of the lack of practice this was really outstanding.
First four teams were placed as follows: —
1st, 300 points, London Branch (Messrs. Cole,
Dumbrell (C.), Dumbrell (H.) and Hallett);
2nd, 294 points, Maidstone Branch (Messrs. Sergi
son, Wells, Barham and Dumbrell (N.);
3rd, 256 points, Guernsey Branch (Messrs. .Self,
Thatcher, Baker and Hepworth);
4th, 251 points, Shorncliffe Branch (Col. Merlott
Chitty, Lt.Col. Lovell, Lt.Col. Theobald and Vinson).
The highest individual score was Lt.Col. Theobald,
93 points.
In the individual shooting on the Miniature Range,
the following were prize winners: —
Gentlemen: Recruit Sapsford, score 25 (possible);
Ladies: Mrs. Pope (Folkestone) score 17;
Juveniles: Boy August, score 14.
Our thanks are due to the ladies of the Maidstone
Branch for kindly organising and running a grand raffle,
the proceeds of which were devoted towards the cost of
erecting a memorial to our late A. G. (Billy) Baker, who
was wellknown by all members of the Regiment, young
and old, for his prowess at boxing. The winners were Mr.
Miller, Mr. Wells, and Mrs. Hammond.
Thanks to the generous response a total sum of
£12/17/0 was realised from the raffle proceeds. In addi
tion a generous contribution of £5 has been received from
the London Branch and 10/ from Mr. R. J. Guyver,
ex8th Bn., now of Australia, who also attended the Reunion
that day. We are indeed grateful for these contributions.
Our first cricket match with the Regimental Depot,
in spite of the Branch turning out what was thought to be
a very reasonable team, was a fiasco, for having won the
toss and electing to bat, the Branch team were all back in
the Pavilion in a matter of 8 overs, having only amassed a
total of 25. The Regimental Depot bowlers were right on
top of their form, Lt. Scouller obtaining 6 wickets for
12 and S.S.I. Robertson 4 for 8. It was not a question of
blaming the pitch, for the Regimental Depot knocked off
the required score with ease, in fact their first wicket did
not fall until they had 52 on the telegraph. However, they
went on until tea time, by then having obtained 110 for
6. At this stage, no doubt the Depot skipper thought he
was on an easy thing and declared, no doubt with the
idea of really trouncing us by an innings. But that was
not to be, with half the wickets down for 42, Fred Farring
ton and our Hon. Sec. defied the bowling and played out
time with the score at 68 for 5. As is the usual custom a
social evening followed and I'm sure we all had a very
enjoyable time.
Indeed we must see that on our next
meeting that this result is reversed.
On 29th June our Branch Standard with escorts, mem
bers and their ladies attended the Annual Church Service
at All Saints' of the Maidstone Joint Council of exService
Associations. On the 8th July, 1952, our Chairman had the
.pleasure of receiving at the Maidstone exServices Club,
The " Bossom Tennis Challenge Cup which our Branch

215

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
won last season. On the same evening the official hanging
of Regimental Plaques in the exServices Club took place.
Our plaque is an exquisite piece of casing by one of our
oldest members, Mr. Wainscott, and was highly commented
upon by the President of the exServices Club (Brig. H.
Fletcher, O.B.E., T.D., J.P.).
The exServices Tennis Tournament is now in progress
and we have high hopes of our team, which consists of
Maj. R. E. Moss, Lt.Col. C. E. P. Craven and Maj. B. A.
Pond, M.B.E., again winning the competition. So far we
have beaten the British Legion and R.A.F. Association
teams. Our last match is due to be played on 12th August,
so we do hope to be able to tell you in our next contribution
that we have again managed to win.
Forthcoming Events—
6th September—Regimental Anniversary Dance at the
Barracks. (Organised by the Regimental Depot).
7th September—Cricket, versus Regimental Depot, at
Barracks, 2.30 p.m.
13th

September—Coach party to London Branch
Annual Dance and Social. (Leave Barracks about
6.0 p.m.).

19th September—Monthly Meeting, at Sgts'. Mess, The
Barracks, 7.45 p.m.
20th

October—SOCIAL GATHERING OF ALL
BRANCHES PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION
AT THE BARRACKS, MAIDSTONE, from 7.0
until 11.30 p.m. Ladies are cordially invited and
a good evening's entertainment is assured for all.

J

NOTED

^

FARMER & BROWN ALES
Agents for—

BARCLAY'S LAGER
ASHFORD VALLEY CYDERS
MEDWAY MINERAL WATERS
Wines & Spirits of the choicest brand
Price List on application. All goods delivered.
'Phone Maidstone 3090

22, WEEK STREET
MAIDSTONE

REGIMENTAL COLOUR OF
REGT. TRACED IN
NEW

THE 97th
ZEALAND

U

NFORTUNATELY it was not until I had returned
to England after my three years tour of duty in
New Zealand that I discovered, on glancing through
Lt.Col. H. N. Edward's little booklet, entitled "A Short
Record of the Colours of the Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment," that the Regimental Colour of the 97th
(1779—1783) was in New Zealand in possession of descen
dants of the Commanding Officer of that time.
To quote from Col. Edward's book, the second regi
ment to be numbered 97th was: —
" Raised at Devizes in 1779 (23rd July). It served
with Admiral Darby's Fleet at the Relief of Gibraltar,
where it landed in April, 1781. The defence ended
on 5th February, 1783, and the 97th Regiment was
disbanded on its return to England in that year.
The
Colours of this Regiment are in possession of the descen
dants of Lt.Col. William Macintosh, who was appointed
to command on 10th April, 1780. The King's Colour is
in London and the Regimental Colour in New Zealand
We are indebted to the owners for permission to reproduce
the photographs.
" Both Colours are somewhat faded and worn in parts,
but on the whole are remarkably well preserved. Both
are 6 ft. square. The Regimental Colour is light blue,
with XCVII in the centre on a crimson background."
I got in touch with Maj.Gen. Sir Howard Kippen
berger, the Colonel of our allied Canterbury Regt., and
asked him to help trace the whereabouts of the Regt.
Colour. Gen. Kippenberger went to a great deal of trouble
on our behalf and very kindly wrote to all the important
papers in New Zealand and they all published his letter.
He also brought the matter up at the Annual Conference of
the New Zealand Returned Servicemen's Association, of
which he is the President, and asked the delegates to make
enquiries.
Gen. Kippenberger's efforts have borne fruit as the
following letter which he has received shows: —
Orari Estate, Orari,
South Canterbury.
Maj.Gen. Sir. H. K. Kippenberger, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O.,
Editor in Chief, N.Z. War Histories, Wellington.
Sir,
re:—Colours of the 97th Foot Regiment.
In reply to your letter to the "Press," dated 16/6/52,
I have to state that the Regimental Colour of the above
Regiment is in my possession. Lt.Col. William Macintosh,
whom you mention, was the maternal grandfather of W. K.
Macdonald. The latter, who was my grandfather, left
Scotland in 1838, for Australia, and then came on to New
Zealand and took up Orari in 1853.
The flag is a bit tattered in places and fairly delicate,
but not bad considering its age.
R. A. M. MACDONALD,
20042, Capt., 2 N.Z. Div. Cav. Regt."
Now that the Regimental Colour of the old 97th has
been traced it is to be hoped that arrangements might be
made to obtain it for our Regimental Museum. It would
be better still if the King's Colour could also be located
and obtained for the Regiment.
D.E.B.T.
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THE HOME GUARD!
Many of you will have heard the broadcast appeal by Field
Marshal Sir William Slim in which he explained how necessary it was
for those eligible to join.
Exmembers of the Regiment who have not already done so are
particularly requested to enrol in their local battalion.
All the Battalions in West Kent are affiliated to The Queen's Own,
so those who enrol will, in a sense, be rejoining their own Regiment.
There are battalions in Maidstone, Rochester, Chatham, Gravesend,
Dartford, Sevenoaks, Tonbridge,Tunbridge Wells, Mailing, Edenbridge,
Bromley, and in all parts of the Regimental Recruiting Area.
If you are in any doubt as to the location of your nearest Home
Guard Headquarters, apply to the Editor, who will give you all
particulars.
21st

KENT

(Tonbridge)

HOME

GUARD

BN.

E

NROLMENT started on 28th April, 1952. Lt.Col.
H. V. Spankie, M.C. (late Indian Army), was
appointed Commanding Officer. Col. G. H. Edwards,
M.C. (late Royal Fusiliers), has been appointed Adjutant/
Quartermaster.
Among others who have joined up and been granted
Commissions is Capt. W. A. White, V.C., who won his
V.C. with the Machine Gun Corps in the 191418 great
war.
New uniforms, rifles, equipment, Sten guns, have been
issued to all enrolled members and we parade every Wed
nesday evening.
I originally arranged to parade for two hours every
fortnight, so as to get in the necessary 15 hours a quarter,
but all the members complained that this was not enough,
and asked for parades to be held every week, which I
actually did.
The chief snag at present is the shortage of men, but
I think this may improve when the harvest is over and
the " hopping season " finished.
I find everyone most cooperative and all out to help,
not the least of them being the 4th Bn. of the Regiment,
in whose Sp. Coy. Headquarters we are at present lodgers.
Within the next week or so, we hope to set up our
new permanent headquarters at 47, High Street, Tonbridge
('Phone: Tonbridge 3285), and so relieve the congestion
a bit.

Incidentally, before I came here, I was Colonelin
Charge of Infantry Records at Warwick and your Regi
ment was one of those I administered.
G. H. Edwards, Capt.,
Adjutant I Quartermaster.

22nd

(Tunbridge Wells)

BN.,

K.H.G.

T

HE Bn. is commanded by Lt.Col. S. T. Rew, and
Colonel J. K. A. Robertson, O.B.E., M.C., late the
Black Watch, has been appointed to the permanent
stall as Captain and Adjutant/Quartermaster.
The Bn. H.Q. and A and B Coys. H.Q. are in excellent
accommodation at the T.A. Centre, St. John's Road, Tun
bridge Wells.
We hope to open other H.Q.s at Southborough and at
Speldhurst soon.
Uniform and equipment for those enrolled has now
arrived and it is hoped to make an early start on training.
Many more men are required and those interested
should send in a card, obtainable at Post Offices, or call
at Bn. H.Q.; Telephone: Southborough 961.
Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
"The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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A PLATOON PATROL IN MALAYA
By MAJ . P. E. CROOK, O.B.E.

INTRODUCTION
'"PHE slaying of five Chinese Communists is not much
to write home about to those engaged in fighting
*
the Communist enemy in Korea, and it is with some
diffidence that we offer this story of a small engagement
in Malaya. However, the death of five bandits in one
action is still an event of some significance in Malaya,
and perhaps the story of the actions and events leading
up to it will be of interest both to those concerned with
warfare on a larger scale in other theatres and more so to
those who may themselves be involved in chasing the
elusive bandit in Malaya.
What follows is the account of one patrol in Malaya:
a patrol which was full of incident and excitement and
culminating in a positive success. It is worth remembering
that countless other arduous patrols are carried out every
day in which nothing more entertaining than a heavy rain
storm, a swamp, or a swarm of mosquitoes are encountered.
These routine patrols—which can never be called uneventful
by those taking part in them, but which are summed up
as N.T.R. (Nothing to report) in the situation report—are
the essential forerunner to a successful patrol. Behind a
successful action on patrol or in ambush lie many hours of
hard work getting detailed knowledge of the terrain and
habits of the enemy, and also the confidence of the local
inhabitants.
INFORMATION
The main enemy in the district concerned was a well
led and disciplined platoon of the Bandits which had
carried out several successful actions in the past. As a
result of previous patrolling it was thought that the area in
which this bandit platoon was based could be narrowed
down to a certain sector of the jungle. This conjecture
was confirmed by a surrendered bandit who had been one
of the Min Yuen group of food suppliers for the platoon.
The reason why this particular bandit, hereinafter
known as Napoleon, had surrendered is of interest.
Napoleon, a cheery, intelligent character, had begun to tire
of the endless Communist party line which was perpetually
pumped into him and his colleagues by his leaders.
Apparently he was even brave, or foolish, enough to voice
his misgivings to some of his comrades in the Min Yuen,
i.e., R.A.S.C., supply group. His kindly comrades handed
him over to the fighting. troops and he was arraigned
before a Court Martial. At this he was condemned to die
by strangling at dawn the following day, a pretty form of
execution, popular with these people. During the night,
Napoleon wisely decided it was time for him to leave and
making the excuse to see a man about a dog, slipped his
guards and escaped into the jungle. He gave himself up
to the Police three days later, and during the course of
several patrols with him we were able to verify this
fantastic tale.
We now knew one place in this sector of jungle where
the bandits had lived. Whether Napoleon could find it
again was problematical. In any case they knew of his
desertion three days previously and would be unlikely to
remain there. On the other hand it was possible that they
would have moved back to the previous camp Napoleon

had lived in, and to which he said he knew the way. In
the event the camp proved to be two miles away from where
Napoleon said it was, and two miles in the jungle is quite
a long way.
One definite enemy location in a sector of jungle large
enough to hide an army is better than nothing, and it was
therefore decided to make use of the S.E.P. (surrendered
enemy personnel) to locate and attack this camp.
One further point about the area must be mentioned.
It was possible to reach the sector of jungle concerned by
two different ways. The first involved the use of mechanical
transport up a long estate track to within a close distance
of the jungle, followed by a comparatively short patrol
on foot for about four hours. It was quick and easy, but
the snag was that the heavy armoured truck moving in
low gear could be heard a long way off, giving notice of our
presence in the area, and probably causing the bandits to
lie low. The other way meant walking from the main road
for a considerable distance through various types of
country and involved a 36hour approach march including
a night camp instead of a short, quick approach. There
was 110 moon and it is virtually impossible to move in the
jungle on a dark night.
In spite of the drawbacks to the slower route it was
decided to adopt this in the hopes of gaining surprise.
ORDERS
To sum up, the .Platoon Commander was ordered to
make use of the surrendered bandit (Napoleon) to locate,
attack and destroy a bandit camp at a point in the jungle
to be found. It was hoped this camp would be occupied
by a Min Yuen group. It was known that an enemy
platoon had a camp in the same general area. The Platoon
Commander was to approach entirely on foot by a long
unexpected route from a flank.
THE APPROACH
The platoon, consisting of two sections and a head
quarters, which included a Chinese interpreter to speak to
Napoleon, and the two Borneo trackers (I bans), a
Signaller lugging the heavy 68 set, and a Stretcher Bearer,
debussed in a rubber estate at 1330 hours, by which time
the rubber tappers had finished their work and returned to
their lines. From 1330 hours till 1800 hours the platoon
moved through one large rubber estate across a steep strip
of jungle into another estate on the edge of which a night
camp was made.
Darkness falls at 1900 hours. During the night
Napoleon was fully questioned and a clearer picture of the
bandit activities in the area gained by the platoon com
mander. Gaining information of any use from a sur
rendered bandit takes a long time and a lot of patience.
A night in the jungle was an admirable opportunity for this.
Napoleon was also most closely guarded, as one of the
section commanders was convinced he was going to do
another bunk and betray us to his old comrades.
The platoon moved off at first light, 0630 hours, the
following morning and had to skirt the edge of a rubber
estate to avoid the tappers who were now out working.
This meant moving through thick scrub, whilst clear
rubber was only a short distance away. After this the
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platoon came into an oil palm estate, part of which it was
essential to cross. At one place the platoon commander
ordered the platoon to crawl on all fours to avoid being
seen by Chinese workers in the estate; this measure was
successful.
The platoon entered the primary jungle at the end
of the oil palm estate at 0930 hours. Here, guided by
Napoleon, they followed a track for about half an hour
until they came near to the bandit camp.
THE CAMP
The platoon commander ordered his platoon to sur
round the bandit camp, and then assaulted it, but it was
found to be empty having been evacuated three days pre
viously by eight Min Yuen. The camp was very well
constructed, and capable of holding 40, which it in fact
did during Chinese New Year a month previously. It
included a specially made basha for the platoon com
mander and his girl friend " comrade." Some documents
and a number of bandit boots in good condition were
found, as was also the grave of another Min Yuen who had
been strangled by the bandits for trying to surrender after
an encounter with another platoon of the same Company
in which three Min Yuen were killed. The platoon com
mander felt no one would believe this story without some
tangible evidence, so the body was dug up and after some
gruesome scenes in which the Irish platoon sergeant played
a leading part, the jawbone of the corpse was recovered
and brought back as evidence of this pretty little episode.
It was now noon and " tiffin" time, but somehow,
after the exhumation, no one felt like " tiffin " and so the
platoon commander decided to move on. He wisely did
NOT use the same route back through the jungle, although
an easy track, but cut his way to the oil palm estate by a
fresh route.
After an hour's journey, the leading scout came to the
edge of the jungle from where he could see the oil palm
estate.
THE ENEMY
At this part the estate contained young trees and
although there was plenty of undergrowth and cover it
was possible to see some distance. What the leading scout
saw was five armed bandits dressed in uniform carrying
rifles going along the track to the jungle which the platoon
had used three hours previously. The leading scout was
particularly alert and looking all around.
The man who saw all this was a member of the last
draft to join the Company, and had just volunteered to
take on the role of leading scout. He kept his head and

remembered his training, and coolly gave the signal for
bandits which was seen by the platoon commander, three
men behind. The platoon commander moved up to the
leading scout who quietly pointed out the scene.
THE ACTION
The platoon commander made a rapid appreciation
and put the following plan into effect (see sketch map).
He ordered his No. 2 Section to carry out a left flanking
move along the high ground marked " A " to prevent the
bandits escaping this way. He ordered his platoon sergeant
to give covering fire with platoon H.Q. group, using the
G.F. rifle. He himself, with No. 1 Section, assaulted the
bandits.
As soon as fire was opened on the bandits they
;
returned the fire, and ran into the undergrowth. They
started to attempt to get away but were harassed by the
fire from Platoon H.Q. The platoon sergeant fired the G.F.
rifle from the shoulder with great effect and was seen to
score a direct hit on one bandit with a grenade. (1.) Mean
while the platoon commander chased through the rough
going after the remaining four. Two of them took up
fire positions in a small stream (marked " B ") and started
to (ire back, but after being wounded by the covering fire,
were both accounted for by the platoon commander himself
throwing grenades. (2, 3.) One more was seen running
away up a path and he also was wounded and forced
into a hole, where he too was finished off with a grenade.
(4.) The fifth bandit was said to have gone up a hill (see
sketch " C") and a party was sent off to find him and
finish him off, which they did. (5.)
The platoon now had the exhausting task of clearing
the battlefield, i .e., getting proof of their success back to
the nearest transport R.V. for eventual identification at
Police H.Q., and also searching for discarded weapons, etc.,
etc. Rifles, ammunition and packs containing documents
were recovered, and a triumphant patrol returned to camp
about 1800 hours that evening.
Four of the five dead bandits proved to be active mem
bers of the bandit platoon we were looking for, and one a
Min Yuen. One was a Sgt. and Section Commander, and
another was the firer of the Japanese automatic weapon
this platoon possessed.
Such is the way of these people that it may be of
interest to hear that Napoleon was highly delighted with
the whole proceedings, and viewed the destruction of some
of his late comrades with much approval. Perhaps the
memory of his own imminent " neck tie " party influenced
him, or maybe it was just plain cash—the reward.
CONCLUSION
This has been an attempt to tell a story of general
interest rather than to point any particular military lessons,
but in conclusion the following points are worth noting: —
(a) The achievement of surprise by a long, skilful
approach march from an unexpected direction.
(b) The avoidance of using the same track twice if at
all possible.
(c) The ground, although unusual, nevertheless did
permit a normal, simple, military plan to be put
into action which resulted in the killing of all the
enemy without casualties to our own troops.
(d) Once action is started, owing again to the nature
of the ground, control is virtually impossible and
every man has to act on his own initiative.
(e) The effective use of grenades in this type of fighting.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

QtMMSWMWWt
solve
the problem
of beer
storage
Many Caterers have solved the difficulty of
keeping beer in perfect condition by installation of
a Hallmark Refrigerated Cabinet.

The back bar fillings

designed to individual requirements, have proved to be the most
efficient and convenient method of storing both cask and bottled beer.

J. & E. HALL

Civil and Military Tailors
and Outfitters
97 New Bond Street, London, W.l
Telephone: Grosvenor 501678

Special Export Facilities
Our Representative will wait upon you where and
when you so desire, and at our premises every
courtesy and attention is assured to both old and
new customers
Emergency Service: Tailormade Uniforms to
individual measurements within 48 hours
Branches at

CAMBERLEY, ALDERSHOT, SALISBURY
CATTERICK
Appointed Tailors to over fifty Regiments and Corps

LTD., DARTFORD, KENT

219

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

220

Memoirs of Sergeant J. Honnor,
H.M. 50th Regiment
(Continued from June issue)
Cawnpore.
11th March, 1844.
Dear Parents,
With pleasure I take up my pen to inform you that
I am in the enjoyment of health and also my good woman
and children, and I sincerely hope you are the same. My
dear parents, about 6 months ago I wrote to you. I am
very uneasy on account of the nonarrival of an answer
to it, be kind enough to answer, let me know if you have
received it; in that letter I informed you that 1 had married
and since then my wife has been confined with a nice little
girl whilst I was with Regiment at Gwalior, about 200 miles
from Cawnpore, where we had a very sharp engagement
with the enemy on the evening of the 29th December, 1843,
that day (29th) we marched 16 long miles from Bartutu
Serlei under the rays of a scorching deadly Indian sun
to Punnia, where we arrived at 1 o'clock. At 2 o'clock we
got our tents, but nothing to eat, certainly we had one
dram of arack served out which was very acceptable, we
then tried to compose ourselves to sleep when the shrill
notes of the bugle called us to arms. Immediately we
spring up and then for the first time we heard the distant
roar of the enemy's artillery attacking our baggage guard.
We fell in open column right in front and doubled from
the camp to the scene of action distanced about 3 miles,
where the enemy occupied a very splendid position. The
hill under which they lay we halted and loaded with ball
cartridges, under the same cover H.M. 9th Royal Lancers
lay and their Colonel and men gave the Old Fiftieth three
cheers. To animate us to our duty we returned it. We
then gallantly mounted the hill, our flank being supported
by the Hon. Company Artillery (4 guns in number, the
others could not be brought into play) a truly gallant lot
of fellows, they also cheered us. We then mounted the
Hill and found the enemy in the valley with a battery of
24 guns loaded with grape. We formed line and fired two
rounds and then charged down the hill like mad men.
The enemy in the meantime poured in a very destructive
fire. We got to the bottom and charged the men at their
guns, they stood nobly and fell like warriors worthy of
a better fate.
We routed the Infantry with dreadful
slaughter and captured the guns, so much for the 29th,
would that you could boast the same. No, such is not
the case and should you dear parents be alive when I
return to my native home you will not see your son's
breast without an " Honor," for this engagement we are to
receive a splendid Indian Star and ribbon and as soon
as they are served out I will send you home a drawing of
the same, but next year I sincerely hope to have another
for the " Punjab" which so much engrossed your poli
ticians' attention at home round the " Fire Side," my
brothers. Dear parents although I have spoken very largely
on the subject of the engagement I sincerely hope never
to have another night like that, when I saw my comrades
shot around me and beside me, our " Colours riddled,"
our Colonel wounded, severely wounded, a Captain killed
and 45 killed and wounded. The strength of the Regiment
in the field amounted to 676, out of this 400 were engaged
with the enemy, the remainder being left for the protection

of the Camp. The Regiments with our Wing of the Army
were H.M. 3 Buffs, H.M. 50/20 Regs., H.M. 9th Royal
Lancers, 2 troops of C. Artillery—amounting to 12 guns,
1 Company of Native Artillery—6 guns—18 pounders, 2
troops of the 5th and 11th Native Cavalry, a portion of the
Bundlechund Legion, both horse and foot, 1,000 strong,
39th, 50th and 58th Regts. Native Infantry, in all 10,000
strong; including all Regiments.
The strength of the
enemy was 12,000 strong, actually engaged, and all we
had in the field that night was 2,007—the remainder being
kept as a reserve, and I am sorry to say we had not an
opportunity to bring the Cavalry into play, the Infantry
having routed the enemy so completely. The total loss on
our side was about 200 killed and wounded, on the side
of the enemy was nearly 3,000 killed on the field, the
wounded we never saw, they having carried them off during
the night. It is a remarkable fact the right wing of the
Army, under the immediate command of the Commander
inChief, were engaged at Maharajpur, where they com
pletely defeated the Maharattas on the same day, capturing
56 guns, we then entered Gwalior with flying colours, play
ing " See the Conquering Heroes Come "; the loss of the
right wing of the Army amounted to 1,000 killed and
wounded; at Gwalior we joined the Right Wing and were
inspected by the CinC, who gave us great praise for our
gallant conduct. I forgot to mention that the Left Wing
captured the whole of the Enemy's guns, 27 in number, 11
being captured by our own Regiment.
Now, dear parents, I think X must conclude as I
cannot find any more room in this, but in my next I will
send you as much on this " proviso " that you answer this
by return of post. Kind love to my brothers and sisters
and respects to all enquiring friends, and ever, believe us,
your affectionate children till death,
JOSEPH AND ANN HONNOR.

P.S.—I give my kind love to Mr. and Mrs. Tuffle and
family.
'* "4
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Appointments
R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
A.A.G., War Office.
A.Q.M.G., G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.

Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B.. M.C.
Talbot. D. E. B.. D.S.O., M.C.
Martyn, A., O.B.E.

MAJORS
(T/Lt.Col.), Comd. 321 E.A. Ltb. Gp.
H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 3rd Nigeria Regt.
(T/Lt.Col.) Comd. 4/5 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) Comd. 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.A.G., War Office.
(T/Lt.Col.), Comd. N.R.T.C., Zaria.
M.S. Branch, G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
2 i/c 1/R.W.K.
Permanent President, C.M., H.C.D.
2 i/c 2 (N.Y.) Bn., K.A.R.
O.C., Depot.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G., H.Q.,
Land Forces, Hong Kong.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
M.A. to CinC F.A.R.E.L.F.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Bde. Adj., H.C. Bde.
G.S. (W.) 1, War Office.
G 2, Joint Intel. Staff, W.O.
(T/Lt.Col.), H.Q., B.T.E.
G.S.O. II (Ops.), Commonwealth Div.
Melbourne, Australia.
G.S.O. 2, M.E.L.F., 17.
M.E. Centre, for Arab Studies.
Inst., R.M.A., Sandhurst.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
G.S.O. 2 (Air) H.Q., Malaya.
1/R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
1/R.W.K.

BoothTucker, J. M. D.
Heygate, E. S., M.C.
Andrews, D. H.. M.C.
Jackson, L. F. W.
Elliott, G. G.. D.S.O.
Brooke, H. J. S.« O.B.E. ..
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O., M.C.
Fawcett, G. P
Spurr, E. C
Stoneham, B. J. S.
Keenlyside, C. H
Moss, R. E.
Fyler, A. R.
Buckle, P. C. M
Flint, A. J. M.. M.B.E. ..
Crook, P. E., O.B.E.
Read, M. R., M.C.
Butler, R.. M.B.E., M.C.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L., M.C.
Jackson, D. W
Thomas R. C. W., O.B.E.
Bailey, J. D. B.
Archer, M. G. M.. M.C.
Rickcord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H.
Faulkner, D. O
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring H. B. H.

CAPTAINS
G.I 11, Northern Comd.
(T/Maj.), Mons Offr. Cadet School.
H.Q., 27 Inf. Bde.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
G 2, British Forces, Hong Kong.
(T/Major), 1/R.W.K.
2/3(K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
Staff College, Camberley.
1/R.W.K.
Adjt. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt.
T.A.
1/R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
G.S.O. II (Inf.) H.Q., B.A.O.R.
G.S.O. Ill Soumaldist.
O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
Adjt., 1/R.W.K.
Boys' Bn., Tuxford Camp.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
Depot Holdee.
Adjt., 4/5 R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
1 /R W K
H.Q. Inf.'Bde., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Staff Capt., Kuala Lumpur Garr.
G.3, H.Q., Malaya.

Eason, J. A.. T.D.
Brock, J. H., T.D.
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth, G. U., M.B.E.
Dover, V.. M.C. ..
Clarke, H. W.
Willis, C. F., T.D.
Roper, I. H., M.C.
Monckton, D., M.C., T.
Scull, D. S. ..
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman, E. G.. M.C.,
Hunting, K. M.
Burke, R. A.. M.C.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D. . .
Macmillan, H. A.
Blum, D. E.
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.
Abplanalp, V. C.
Osborne. E. C. S.
Shearburn. S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.

LIEUTENANTS
Clarke, C. S.
Campbell, D. P. I.
..
Nicholls, R. W. G.
..
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S
Goodwin, P. J.
..
..
Norton, J. D
Lygo, J. R.
Scouller, J. A
Beole, K. S
Lanqhorne, J. P
Stock, P. R
Leigh, P. S
Howlett, G. H. W.( M.C

Craven, C. E.
Neve, R. W.

..
..
..
.

Airborne Forces Depot.
(T/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
S.C., Soumaldist.
(T/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
(T/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Adjt., Depot.
Malayan Basic T.C.
Depot.
1/R.W.K
_
Malayan Basic T.C.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.

2nd LIEUTENANTS
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTERS

Pond, B. A., M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E., M.M.
Bloke, A. G.. M.B.E.

(Maj.) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
(Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS

Names
Thrift. K. G., O.B.E.

..

Allen, R. H. D., M.C.. T. D .

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M. (S.I.B.) G.H.Q..
M.E.LF.
P.R.S., H.Q., M.E.LF.

CAPTAINS
Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Regt.
P. & E.E. Pendine.
2/3 (K.), K.A.R., East Africa.
Adjt. Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin.
H.Q., S.P.S.
Depot Hoidee.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
On Sick List.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
H.Q. Northern Command.
Ass. Camp Comdt., B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats.. War Office.
20, Families Camp, Dover.
T.A.F., B.A.O.R.
H.O. Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
14 Bn. R.A.O.C.
(T./Maj.) A.S.P.T.
T/Capt., A.P.I.U. (U.K.).

Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S.
Russell, H. C, M.C.. D.C M.
Marsh, H. W.
De Havilland, V. ..
Miller, D. S.
Douris, I. A.
Bell, T. D
Desmond, M. F.
Mugford, N. D.
Fitzpatrick, J. N. . .
BrooksHarrington, E. W.
Mannering, L. A.
Huckle, G. S.
Gibbons, A.
Mott, D. H.. M.M.
Jones, F. J.
Duffield, G.
Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, A. P.
McDowell, P. B.
Ellwood, K. S.
Allberry, R. F.
Beaumont, S. H.
Dinsdale, J. W.

LIEUTENANTS
Depot Holdee.
Wessex G.T.C.
1/R.W.K.
5/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(2/Lt.) att. East Surrey Regt.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1 R.W.K.
6th (TT) Bn. K.A.R.
Depot Holdee.
Depot Holdee.

Davis, B. A.
Allen, W. D.
Marshall, E. J.
Whitewood, V. F.
Crump, E. D.
Gray, M. H.
Wood, W. R.
Elwell, H. C.
Hatt, P. R
Thatcher, F. W. ..
Woolstencroft, D. H.

QUARTERMASTERS
Watts, A. E., M.B.E., T.D.
..
Camp Commdt., H.C.D.
Cook, E. S
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
Hunt, W. G.
4th Bn. Malay Regt.

4/5th

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash, W., M.B.E., T.D.
Jackson, L. F. W.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Comd., 4/5 R.W.K.
MAJORS
Stocker, J. D., M.C., T.D.
Coath, T. C.
Cocksedge, R. E. C.
CAPTAINS
Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.
Bobby, J.

Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Coombes, A. H., T.D.
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Blum, D. E„ Adjt.
Ford, A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

LIEUTENANTS
Nash, W. M. K.
Waters, B. C. H.
Duggan, H. R.
Ogilvie, J. B.
Clemence, M. J.

CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.
Newman, B. J.
Pennells, H. D. A.
Lovell, F. W.
McCormack, J. D.

2nd LIEUTENANTS
Reoch, D. C. D.

QUARTERMASTER

Blake, A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.

National Service Officers
Maclay. J. N. (Lt.).
Hatwell, A. B. a/Lt.
Taggart, M. (a/Lt.)
Robson, T. R. J. la/Lt.).
BracewellMilnes, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Ferguson, H. A. L. (2/Lt.).
Snell, H. B. (a/Lt.)

Hawkins, H. C. A. (Lt.).
Evans, C. M. (a/Lt.)
White, D. R. (2/Lt.).
Thwaites, N. C. (a/Lt.)
Coleman, J. S. (a/Lt.)
Fry, R. A. (a/Lt.)
Curry, A. J. (2/Lt.).
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REGIMENTAL ANNIVERSARY
The fall of Sevastopol, 8th September, 1855

Tutorial
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LSEWHERE in this issue you will read all about the
Passingout Parade at which Mr. Martin Coles
Harman gave his son's Victoria Cross into the safe
keeping of the Regiment.
It was a great occasion. The Depot was very much
alive on this particular Wednesday. Everything was spick
and span, it was a lovely day; with a hint of showers which
fortunately never arrived; and by 10.30 a large number had
come to watch.
Then shortly before 11 o'clock the markers were set
out and, led by the Band of The Buffs, smart in their blue
uniforms, the latest intake was played onto the Depot
square
These young men are like their fathers were before
them, proud and good. It was a grand sight to see them,
their turnout and their drill, after six weeks' service, and
not easy to remain unmoved. Here was Young England.
The parade was formed. There was a silence and a
moment's rest. Then, even as one caught a glimpse of a
thick set, almost stocky figure walking with the Colonel
and the Depot Commander, the parade was on.
And so to the supreme moment of this short and
impressive ceremony. The Colonel, after speaking for a
moment, introduced Mr. Harman, a determined figure with
the Victoria Cross of his son on his right breast.
His words to the parade were simple and sincere.
Everyone who listened could profit by them. In effect they
said :
" When a strong man armed keepeth his house,
His goods are in peace."
And then : " I give this Victoria Cross into the safe
keeping of your Regiment." So easy to say, but in itself an
act.of self denial difficult to define in words. Who can tell
what thoughts passed through his mind. A young man
climbing down a quarry with the gulls calling in the wind
and " that other island " a smudge far away from Lundy ?
For a moment that brave figure was alone on the parade
ground and one saw the son.
The Colonel spoke again : " This Victoria Cross will
remain with us as a permanent reminder of his great sacri
fice and an inspiration to all young men of this Regiment
now and in the years to come." True words.
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment has had
many brave sons who have added lustre to their country
and their Regiment. On the 8th April, 1944, at Kohima,
John Pennington Harman joined them and the Ranks of
the Immortals.
*

*

*
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4/5th BN., THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST
KENT REGIMENT

A telegram was sent to the 1st Bn. on the Regimental
Anniversary.
Telegrams of good wishes have been received from
The East Surrey Regiment and The Royal Sussex Regiment.
A " Sevastopol Day " Dance was held at the Depot to
commemorate the occasion.
*

*

*

*

We recently received a letter from an officer of the
Military Adviser's Branch to the High Commissioner to the
U.K. in India. He writes : " You will be glad to hear that
the Imperial War Graves Cemetery at Kohima is being
kept in a remarkably fine state of repair and looks very
well."
*
*
*
*
All outstanding orders for car badges have now been
met and a few remain in our hands for quick disposal.
Orders for Car Badges, Diaries and Christmas Cards should
reach us without out delay. Apply to The Editor, " The
Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
*

*

*





?



44th DIVISION (193942) OLD COMRADES'
RALLY, 1952
To be held prior to El Alamein Reunion on Friday,
October 24th, 1952, at Forbes House, Hal.kin St., London,
S.W.I. Tickets, 3/6 each, are obtainable from :—
The Adjutant,
257 (H.C.) Fd. Regt., R.A. (T.A'.),
Drill Hall, Church Street,.
Brighton.

+
BALANCES DUE TO ESTATES OF DECEASED
OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS
In pursuance of "The Regimental Debts Act, 1893,"
notice is hereby given that there is available for distribution
amongst the nextofkin or others entitled the sum of money
set opposite to the name of each of the deceased officers
and soldiers named in the lists which are published with this
notice in the London Gazette.
Applications from persons supposing themselves en
titled as nextofkin should be addressed by letter to "The
Under Secretary of State, War Office, Whitehall, London,
S.W.I," and marked outside "Effects."
G. W. Turner.
War Office,
27th June, 1.952.
List 767—Effects 1951
Hand, L. J., Pte., R.W.K
£10/13/2
Reprinted front The London Gazette, dated 21th June. 1952.

" Revised Titles and Designations of Major Units of
the Territorial Army, 1951," issued by the War Office on
2nd May," 1952, authorises the amalgamation of Territorial
Units, and the 4th Bn. is now officially designated :

BIRTH

4/5th Bn. The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment (T.A.)

LEACH.—To Sgt. and Mrs. E. Leach, a daughter, Francis
Anne, born at B.M.H., Kinrara, 24th July, 1952.

*
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Social and Personal

HONOURS AND AWARDS
Medals and Decorations

O

UR visitors this month included :—
Mr. J. W. M. Blanch, who reported on first
appointment;
Maj. C. A M. Moody on leave from Jamaica;
Lt.Col. W. H. Stitt, Adjutant 54th (Chislehurst)
Bn., Home Guard;
Col. A. A. E. MerlottChitty, on Cadet affairs;
Capt. D. S. Miller, on vacating appointment with
the Army Catering Corps;
Maj. P. H. Austin, who is now employed at the
War Office.
*

*

*

*

$

*

We also congratulate Col. B. L. Clay, who, partnered
by Col. S. L. Saunders (who is also a member of the W.O.
Staff), reached the final of the Veterans' Doubles at the
Army Championships at Aldershot during the week ending
5th August, and on the 4th and 5th August, took part in the
InterServices Championships at Wimbledon in the
Veterans' Doubles event, when they beat their opposite
numbers in the R.A.F., but lost to the Royal Navy.
*

*

*

*

We tender our sympathy to Brig. G. Ingham, who has
been ill in hospital. We understand he is now in Harrogate
on convalescence, and wish him a speedy recovery.
*

*

*

*

We have had a letter from Capt. L. G. Andrews, in
which he informs us that he is now with H.Q., 2 T.A.F., in
B.A.O.R.
Capt Andrews had the honour of forming the first
Army Photographic Interpretation Section since the war.
He sends his regards to those who were with the Bn. in
Brunswick in 1947, particularly to " Dick " Dowse, who will
undoubtedly remember the training establishment that was
opened in the offices of the Herman Goering Steel Works.
Maj. Bredon informs us that his daughter, Alice, has
become engaged to a Naval Lieuteant (C. H. Bundbury,
R.N.). The wedding will not, however, take place for
some time as his ship, H.M.S. " Snipe," sailed overseas two
days after the engagement. We offer our congratulations.
Maj. Bredon met " Jack " Kay at Lords a few weeks
ago. Maj. Kay has just come back from Africa, and has
promised to attend the next Annual Dinner.
*

*

*

*

*

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY

Capt. R. K. White (200317) retires, receiving a gratuity,
6th August, 1952, and is granted the hon. rank of Maj.
Brig. E. W. D. Western, D .S .O. (14804) late Inf. to be
supernumerary to establishment, 10th August, 1952.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

2/Lt. J. W. Green (416598) from Reg. Army N.S. List to
be 2/Lt., 20th July, 1952, with seniority 12th May,
1951.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS

22575791 Cadet John William Mortimer Blanch (423306)
to be 2/Lt., 28th June, 1952.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

Lt.Col. (Hon. Brig.) G. Ingham (15905) having attained the
age limit of liability to recall, ceases to belong to the
Res. of Officers, 18th August, 1952.
Lt. (War Subs. Maj.) F. Russell (1074) having exceeded
the age limit of liability to recall, ceases to belong to
the Res. of Officers, 30th March, 1949, and is granted
the hon. rank of Lt.Col.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

2/Lt. (acting Lt.) J. B. Ogilvie (409235) from T.A. Nat.
Serv. List to be 2/Lt. (acting Lt.), 28th April, 1952,
retaining his present seniority.
2/Lt. D. C. D. Reoch (415309) from T.A. Nat. Serv. List
to be 2/Lt., 18th June, 1952, with seniority 24th Feb
ruary, 1951.
2/Lt. (acting Lt.) L. B. C. Baker (403309) from Active List
to be 2/Lt., 5th June, 1952, retaining his present
seniority.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

2/Lt. A. B. Hatwell (412609) is granted the acting rank of
Lt., 30th March, 1952.

>

*

We have heard that Maj. John Grimsey, who formerly
served in our 5th Bn. and who is now in R.A.E.C., has
recently come home from Korea and is now at Shorncliffe.
*



*

We congratulate Capt. D. E. Blum on being selected (by
competitive competition) to attend the 1953 course at Stall
College, Camberley.
*

The Queen has been graciously pleased to confer the award
of the Territorial Efficiency Decoration and first and
second clasps upon Lt.Col. G. E. L. Pardington,
M.B.E., T.D. (7527) Retired.
The Queen has been graciously pleased to confer the award
of the Territorial Efficiency Decoration upon Capt.
(Hon. Maj.) P. E. M. Shaw (72421).

FORTHCOMING
18th October

*

We apologise for the brevity of the " Social " column
this month due to a lack of news.

1953—
22nd May
15th July
19th July

.. Social

EVENTS

Gathering of Branches of the Past and
Present Association, at Maidstone.

.... Regimental Dinner and At Home.
.... Maidstone Cricket Week.
.... Reunion (subject to confirmation),

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
21st August, 1952.
Dear Editor,
With regard to your short note under Editorial in the
Q.O.G. August issue, you mention the passing of that very
great lady in Kent, the Marchioness Camden, as presenting
Colours to the 1st Battalion at Dover in 1909, at which
Ceremony I was present.
May I remind you that the Marchioness, accompanied
by her husband, presented new Colours to the 3rd Bn. at
Shorncliffe on August 19th, 1913, then under the Command
of Sir Arthur GriffithBoscawen, M.P. A very great day
it was, favoured by beautiful weather, and attended by a
large gathering of people from the county. After the cere
mony, over 60 guests sat down to a lunch served in our
Mess. The Sergeants' Mess also had a lunch party.
Yours truly,
Charles F. Hitchins. 
Sir,
As the newlyappointed Adjutant of the 22nd (Tun
bridge Wells) Bn. Kent Home Guard, 1 should like to record
my pleasure at being associated with your famous Regiment.
This is not the first time, however, as I have many
pleasant memories of the early part of 1938 when 1 was
living in the Mess of your 2nd Bn. at Haifa when 1 first
went there as Prosecutor for the Military Courts.
1 shall not forget the kindness and hospitality I received
from Colonel Palmer and the officers.
Lloyd Travers was 2 i/c and used to refer to our Mili
tary Court as the "three Hanging Majors."
Later when in Germany as Colonel i/c Admin, in Legal
Division of the Control Commission Lloyd Travers joined us
for a time and Geoffrey Ingham was Director of Penal
Branch in the same Division.
Colonel (Retired), late the Black Watch
(J. K. A. Robertson).

49, Courtenay Road,
Maidstone.
21st August, 1952.
Dear Mr. Editor,
The photograph of the Regimental Badge carved in the
rocks at Chirat led me wondering what has happened to
those who formed the happy crowd in the summer of 1912.
Forty years is a long time to look back, but although
only half the Bn. strong, we managed to get through a lot
of fun.
I am aware a number were lost in Mesopotamia and
some have passed away since, but where are the others?
Those who live in Maidstone beside myself are
" Hookey " Walker, Jack Teer and " Algy " Russell. I hope
to hear of others besides Bill Tranter.
One of the incidents was the trial of an officer for
shooting a native. He was Station Staff Officer, and in a
raid on a gambling den in the Bazaar the native was acci
dentally killed.
The officer was acquitted but soon after was tried again
on a technical point of law, and released.
Many other incidents crop up at Reunions which cause
much amusement.
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The statement about the 2nd Bn. being on the N.W.
Frontier in 1908 is incorrect.
The Bn. left Singapore in November, 1908, and pro
ceeded to Lebong near Darjeeling, which is about 30 miles
from the border of Tibet. In November, 1910, we arrived
in Peshawar.
The Badges of various Units are carved in various
places in Cherat, some having been there many years.
I believe that the C.O. of the 1st Bn., when stationed
at Cherat (189697) would not allow the carving to be done.
Our badge was completed in 1912.
Yours faithfully,
C. T. Stringer, M.S.M.
4

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

I

N last month's issue of the Q.O.G. we made reference
to news of great importance to follow: —
On the 13th August 1952, Mr. M. Coles Harman, as you
will probably have seen in the National Press, presented
to the Regiment for safe keeping the Victoria Cross
awarded posthumously to His only son, L/Cpl. John
Pennington Harman for his outstanding bravery and
devotion to duty whilst serving with the 4th Bn. at Kohima.
Although our readers are aware of the fact that the
Regiment has won 8 V.Cs., L/Cpl. Harman's is the only
one we have in the Museum. It now occupies the place
of honour among our very fine collection of Orders and
Medals.
There is a missing space, however, to be filled. The
Curator is desirous of acquiring a " Regimental" Medal of
the 50th Foot. This is in the form of a Maltese Cross,
bearing on obverse four battle honours: in the centre a
ring enclosing the figures " 50."
The medal is slightly
larger than the V.C.
If any of our readers are fortunate enough to have a
specimen of this medal they are entreated to present it to
the museum. Alternatively, anyone knowing where a
specimen can be acquired is requested to inform the
Curator.
It is very gratifying to report that we have received
numerous letters of congratulation on acquiring the
Harman V.C.
The V.C. is cast from cannon captured in the Crimea,
thus providing a link with Major Lumley and Sgt. Coleman,
who both were awarded the Victoria Cross for bravery at
Sevastopol in 1855.
We offer our grateful thanks to the following for their
welcome gifts: —
Major S. E. Brooks—Officer's Drill Tunic
Mrs. Barton—Oil painting and 3 medals.
Mrs. Hilbert—4 medals including the M.M.
Mrs. E. J. Scott—M.M., 3 other medals and the Croix
de Guerre with palms; also 3 framed certificates
Mentions in Dispatches, and the sum of £10
toward Museum Funds.
Mr. F. Arnold—Colours of the 1st Bn. worked in silk.
Mr. A. S. Wood—Two letters written before Sevastopol
in 1854.
Major A. M. Cohen—Commission Parchment bearing
the signature of Queen Victoria; also an old
Army Form.
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REGIMENTAL CRICKET

O

N 27th July The Queen's Own played The Queen's
Royal Regt. at Guildford. We batted first and
started badly, but a good stand of 87 between Major
Turner aand Major Stocker rescued the side and we
managed to make 154. Major Turner hit hard and far to
make an excellent 52 in quick time. Major Stocker scored
a very neat 35 before mishitting a bad ball.
They started well and had over 50 runs on the board
before the first wicket fell. Barker then had an excellent
spell of bowling and took three quick wickets with his
spinners. There followed a stand of 40, amid consider
able excitement. Their seventh and eighth wickets fell at
133, and 15 runs were added for the ninth wicket. When
the last man came in, only seven runs were wanted for
them to win. A four was hit before the last over began.
Capt. ScottGall then drove the ball wide of extra cover
and, attempting to take a second run, was run out by a
superb pick up and throw in by S/Sgt. Robertson. The
Regiment therefore won a very exciting game by one run.
THE QUEEN'S OWN V. THE QUEEN'S ROYAL REGT.

The Queen's Own
R. Johnson c Norris b ScottGall
Lt. J. Scouller c Keeley b ScottGall
J. Waters c and b ScottGall
Maj. J. Stocker c Hunt b Baker
Maj. P. Turner c Norris b Baker
Capt. W. Tennant lbw b Hunt
Maj.. H. Brock b Hunt
S/Sgt. Robertson b Hunt
P. Barker st Lancaster b Baker
L/C Weller not out
Pte. York lbw b ScottGall
Extras

II
7
4
35
52
5
0
0
0
7
6
27
154

The Queen's Royal Regt.
Pte. Choate st Tennant b Barker
2/Lt. J. Mack b Barker
J. Baker b Barker
Capt. J. Kellett c Turner b Barker
L/C Keeley lbw b Johnson
Bdsm. Bailey c Brock b Barker
Bdsm. Lancaster b Johnson
Capt. R. ScottGall run out
Pte. Norris b Johnson
L/C Hunt run out
Pte. Howlett not out
Extras

28
29
0
19
23
1
14
13
0
9
4
13
153

Bowling: Barker 5 for 48; Johnson 3 for 27.
We have unfortunately lost our .two remaining
matches. We visited the Old Suttonians ground on the
14th August, 1952. They batted first and made 166. Our
batting was not good and we could only total 98.
For the first time we played against the young Band

of Brothers on 23rd August, 1952, at the Depot. On a
drying pitch they were out to some excellent spin bowling
by Coe and fast bowling by Pte. Stone. They made 103.
Against their bowling runs were not easy to make, and we
were dismissed for only 84.
THE QUEEN'S OWN V. THE OLD SUTTONIANS

Old Suttonians
L. Harvey, c. Johnson, b. Scouller
J. Wragg, b. Johnson
G. Gray, b. Scoulle r
K. Goodwin, l.b.w., b. Defrates
P. Anderson, c. Johnson, b. Scouller
C. FrcreSmith, b. Defrates
P. Fairley, l.b.w., b. Scouller
R. Wickham, c. Coe, b. Johnson
G. Hook, c. and b. Coe
J. Taylor, c. Johnson, b. Coe
J. Sanders, not out
Extras

18
70
4
7
36
0
0
13
0
4
1
13

Total

166

Bowling—Scouller 4 for 53, Turner 0 for 21,
Robertson 0 for 19, Defrates 2 for 44, Coe
2 for 5.
The Queen's Own
R. Johnson, c. Fairley, b. Taylor
R. Coe, l.b.w., b. Harvey
Maj. P. R. H. Turner, b. Taylor
D. Miskin, st. Goodwin, b. Gray
Col. G. K. Defrates, b. Taylor
J. C. Canney, l.b.w., b. Gray
J. A. Scouller, b. Gray .
S/Sgt. Robertson, not out
Maj. R. E. Moss, b. Gray
Cpl. Smith, c. and b. Gray
Capt. H. A. Macmillan, b. Gray
Extras
Total

,....

4
5
1
37
11
2
11
12
4
0
0
11
98

THE QUEEN'S OWN V. BABES

Babes
S. Young, c. Johnson, b. Carver
P. Marsham, l.b.w., b. Coe
J. Bertin, c. Carver, b. Coe .
N. Winter, b. Coe
G. MacCousland, b. Coe
R. Eckersley, b. Stone
J. Holmes Smith, b. Coe
R. Lonrigg, b. Stone
W. Neame, not out
J. Dcwar, c. Turner, b. Stone
K. McCandliss, b. Stone
Extras
Total

1
25
20
3
0
13
0
17
13
2
0
9
, 103

Bowling—Carver 1 for 26, Coe 5 for 23, Stone
4 for 33, Johnson 0 for 12.
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7
1
20
0
0
15
22
22
6
3
5
5

The educational instruction will be under the super
vision of officers of the Royal Army Educational Corps
and its aim will be to pass boys through the various
educational exams which will give them exemption from
Army certificates of Education.
These certificates are
necessary qualifications for higher noncommissioned and
warrant rank in the Army. Therefore, boys who gain this
exemption while serving in the Boys' Battalion will, in due
course, be fitted for promotion without having to undergo
further study.
The boy's military training will grow increasingly more
technical and interesting as his service progresses and will
cover a wide range of subjects.

84

GAMES AND RECREATION

The Queen's Own
G. Walters, c. Bertin, b. Winter
R. Johnson, b. MacCausland
Capt. W. H. Tennant, b. MacCausland . . . .
S/Sgt. Robertson, c. and b. MacCausland ..
Maj. P. R. H. Turner, b. Winter
Pte. Stone, b. Eckersley
J. A. Scouller, c. Winter, b. Bertin
J. C. Canney, l.b.w., b. Bertin
Pte. Marshall, b. Eckersley
R. Coe, not out
Sgt. Carver, b. Bertin
Extras
Total



The Infantry Boys' Battalion

T

HE new Infantry Boys' Battalion was formed during
March at Tuxford Camp, Nottinghamshire, on the
fringe of Sherwood Forest.
This Battalion has
been formed with the aim of producing soldiers of high
calibre who will in due course become Regular Warrant
Officers and N.C.O.s of the Infantry of the Line.

Boys may join the Battalion on reaching school leaving
age by enlisting into the Regular Army at any Recruiting
office of Infantry Regimental Depot. On enlisting into
one of the Infantry Brigades he will be earmarked for
the Regiment of his choice. All the Regiments of the
Infantry of the Line are open to him and boys will be
encouraged to join the Regiment in which their father
or other relation may have served, or else the Regiment
which recruits in the part of the country where they live.
TERMS OF SERVICE

Boys will undertake to serve with the Colours up to
the age of 18 and thereafter either for a period of 8 years
with the Colours and 4 on the Reserve, or for 12 years
with the Colours and in accordance with the normal
Infantry Engagements.
ORGANISATION AND TRAINING

The battalion is being organised as a normal military
unit. The total number of boys under training will, in
due course, amount to some 450. They will be divided
into Platoons and Companies.
On arrival in the battalion a boy will spend his first
month in The Elementary Military Training Platoon. The
purpose of this is to help him to become acclimatised to
Army life. He will then start a carefully graduated course
of education and military training, which will continue
until he reaches the age of 17£, when he will join the
Regiment which he himself has selected. No boy will join
his Regiment until he has completed a full year's basic
training.
The whole of the boys' training will be designed to
produce men of strong character, with welldeveloped
moral and physical courage and physically fit to serve in
any part of the world.

Games will be organised twice a week and will be
compulsory for everyone.
Boys who are not already
games players or interested in any particular branch of
sport will be given every possible encouragement and either
taught games they do not already know or will be coached
in those to which they are accustomed.
Sports kit ot
every type will be a free issue and always readily avail
able.
During all periods devoted to games and sport,
emphasis will be laid on developing initiative, endurance,
courage, leadership and the team spirit.
ADMINISTRATION AND WELFARE

The barrack rooms will be under the immediate
control of a boy N.C.O., supervised by a Sergeant of the
Permanent Staff. Boys will remain with the same platoon.
This will ensure that the Platoon Officer and N.C.O.s are
able to assess the character and capabilities of each indi
vidual boy and give him all the encouragement and
assistance of which he may stand in need.
Arrangements will be made for the religious instruc
tion of boys of all denominations and facilities given to
them to attend church services.
It is hoped to arrange special days for parents to visit
the camp so that they may see for themselves the con
ditions under which the boys live and the activities in
which they participate.
Parents will be encouraged to
write to the Commanding Officer about any points regard
ing their son's present welfare, or his future, on which
they may require information or guidance.

EYES RIGHT

NOT!CES.

If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fatt anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020
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Regiment Receives Victoria Cross lor Safe Keeping in Museum
HANDINGOVER

CEREMONY AT MAIDSTONE

'"p^HE Victoria Cross awarded posthumously to L/Cpl.
John Pennington Harman for valour at Kohima in
1944, now has the place of honour in the museum of
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment at
Maidstone.
The medal was handed over to the Regiment on Wed
nesday, August 13th, by L/Cpl. Harman's father, Mr.
Martin Coles Harman, a London business man, who took
the salute at a passingout parade of National Servicemen
at the Maidstone Depot.
Before a large gathering, Mr. Harman placed the V.C.
on a cushion carried by Maj. R. Love, curator of the Regi
mental Museum.
Although the famous Kent Regiment has won eight
V.C.s in its glorious history, this is the first one which has
been entrusted to its care
Mr. Harman said he gave it to the Regiment for all
time.
" I am delighted to leave it in your safe keeping,"
he said.
Replying on behalf of all ranks, Maj.Gen. Oliver
thanked Mr. Harman for entrusting them with the V.C.
L/Cpl. Harman would be remembered, he said, by his
great sacrifice in the cause of freedom, and the medal would
be an inspiration to the young men of the Regiment at
present and in the years to come.

BARRACKS

The presentation and
passingout parade were
watched by Officers, War
rant Officers and N.C.O.s
who were at Kohima when
L/Cpl. Harman won the
V.C., as well as parents of
the recruits on parade.
L/Cpl. Harman won
his V.C. by his heroic
action in wiping out single
handed an enemy
machinegun post during
darkness and another the
following morning. When
walking back he received
a burst of machinegun
fire in his side and died
shortly after reaching his
Photo. Dailv Graphic
lines.
L/Cpl. J. P. HARMAN, V.C.
The citation stated
that his gallantry and supreme devotion to duty were a
wonderful inspiration to all and were largely responsible
for the decisive way in which all attacks were driven off
by his Company.
Three Platoons of recruits, who have only been in the

Mr. Harman taking the salute at the Passingout Parade.

Photo, Kent Messenger
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Regiment for six weeks, marched on to the parade ground
headed by the Band of The Buffs (The Royal East Kent
Regiment).
After General Oliver, Mr. Harman and Maj. R. E.
Moss (Officer Commanding the Regimental Depot) arrived
on the parade ground, the firstnamed took the General
Salute and then inspected the men accompanied by the
Coy. Commander, Capt. I. A. Macmillan, and R.S.M.
Hayley.
He chatted with young soldiers during his inspection.
The young soldiers in the passingout parade will serve
with the 1st Bn. of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment in Malaya.
General Oliver told the young men that their precise
bearing reflected great credit on themselves and their
instructors
He then welcomed their parents to the Depot and also
Mr. Harman.
To the parading men he said : " You are young men
with your lives ahead of you. Go on doing your best and
no one can do more than that. You have many examples
to guide you, none greater than that of L/Cpl. Harman"
Medals for Recruits
At the invitation of General Oliver, Mr. Harman
presented medals to the recruits as follows :—
Best rifle shots—Pte. J. T. Sapsford (Eltham) and Pte.
R. W. Chapman (Dartford); runnerup, Pte. B. J.
Clarke (Gravesend).
Best light machinegun shots—Pte. J. J. Collins (Stone,
Dartford), Pte. Isted (Lewes, Sussex); runnerup,
Pte D. L. Latter (Maidstone).
Saying he felt it a privilege to present the medals and
take part in the parade, Mr. Harman told the soldiers he
was struck by their bearing and he had been surprised

Mr. Harman presenting the InterPlatoon
Shield to Sgt Collingwood, won by No. 2
Platoon.
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when told that nearly all of them had only been in the
Army six weeks.
" Individual initiative and resource are more important
today than ever," he declared
Their job at the moment was not to fight, but to keep
the peace and he asked them not to look upon one
moment of their life in the Army as time wasted.
By showing willingness to be trained, the men were
enabling the country to keep the peace.
If they found the Army system trying, they should
remember that their superiors had also found it trying,
and he said there were two ways of making good in the
Army.
The Army was a system designed to deal with large
bodies of men, including, the normal percentage of " block
heads."
" If you make yourself superior to the average in
intelligence and in the way you carry out your duties, you
will be doing something for your good," he said.
If they were not satisfied with the system, they could
improve their position by obtaining promotion, so increas
ing their influence in the Army system
In conclusion, Mr. Harman said if it was possible for
everyone to behave perfectly, they could lay down the
rifles they were carrying, as the world would be at peace.
" Although we are not a bloodthirsty nation, we do
know how to defend ourselves when attacked," he said
"In your hands lies the future of this country You are
doing your duty nobly and we are grateful."
Mr. Harman and General Oliver mounted a dais and
Mr. Harman took the salute as the men marched by.
After the parade there was a service in the gymnasium
conducted by the Rev, E. J. Kingsnorth, padre, while after
lunch there was an " At Home " for parents and friends.

Photo, Kent Messenger
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l! : News

from

ist BATTALION

M

UCH to our re
gret, a h a r d
month's w o r k
has not increased the
bandit score. B Coy. are
quite convinced that they
have killed another but
can't produce the body.
Evidence of our efforts to
kill the bandit is provided
by B and Sp. Coys, who
who in one week spent
six days in the jungle.
The feeling widely held
is that we have been too
successful in the past and
the bandits are lying low.
Certainly the incident
rate is lower than it was
a year ago.
These notes are
being written while the
Bn. is being reorganized.
Sp. Coy. have taken over the role of Training Coy. and
distributed their surplus manpower to the other Coys.,
while A Coy., leaving one PL behind, have returned to
K.K.B. to act as reserve Coy.
During the month, Capt. W. D. Allen and another
draft arrived. We hope that their stay will be a happy one.
On the debit side we have lost Maj. Flint and Capt.
Fletcher to home establishment and 2/Lts. Kitteridge,
Taylor, Trevett and Barnes to release. We hope to see
them all again when the Bn. returns from Malaya.
A full account of the Bn.'s success in the Malaya Rifle
Meeting will be found in this issue. We must mention here
the admirable work put in by Maj. Buckle in training the
team for this meeting. The actual results are probably the
best praise one can give.
In a match that was virtually for the Cricket
Championship of Malaya, the Bn. beat the 13/18 Royal
Hussars by six wickets. In this match our opponents had
batted for 15 minutes before it was discovered by Maj.
Dover that the pitch was 24 yards long !
Hy Hazell and her concert party gave a wonderful
show at K.K.B. on 31st July. After being entertained in
the Officers' and Sergeants' Messes, they left by road for
Kuala Lumpur at 11 p.m. and at very short notice gave a
further show to C Coy. at 1030 hours the next morning at
Wardieburn. This fine gesture and the high level of enter
tainment given by this concert party will not be forgotten
by the 1st Bn. for a long time.

Battalions :
Finally, to conclude these notes, we take the oppor
tunity (the first in Malaya) to congratulate Sgt. and Mrs.
Leach on the birth of a daughter.

" H.Q." COMPANY
The Coy. is at present under the comd. of Maj D. O.
Faulkner, who we are very pleased to welcome. The
departing O.C., Maj. Bishop, has our best wishes for his
jungle hunting with A Coy.
Coy. H.Q. personnel have recently done a series of
ambushes and short patrols, but with a singular lack of
success. This lack of success has, however, been common
throughout the Bn. and, therefore, no criticism can be
levelled at the Coy.
We have finally lost our C.O.S., Cpl. Meade, who has
taken over his PI. in A Coy. Cpl. Cass, late of the Officers'
Mess, has taken over and becomes the " early bird."
Congratulations are due to L/Cpls. Ridgewell, High,
Mead and Osborn on recent promotion.
Competition will soon commence for the Charwallahs'
Cup. Prizes, including the cup itself and 400 cigarettes,
will be battled for by all depts. of the Coy. at basket ball
and at shooting.
Those of us with " green fingers " are busy on their
gardens and hoping to win the $40 to be awarded for the
best garden at K.K.B. A certain "Pronto Minor" was
heard briefing a patrol to " liberate " some beautiful potted
plants from the Malayan Railways' canteen. No doubt
someone will retard their rival department's growth of
flaura with the new hormone killer used for spraying the
roadside vegetation.
The Coy. is also preparing for our fair and general
celebration on Sevastopol Day and for their InterCoy.
cricket competition.
"A"

COMPANY

Thcmonth of August has found A Coy. still on detach
ment at Batang Berjuntai with Coy. H.Q. and the Officers'
and Sergeants' Mess accommodated in a pleasant house.
The only trouble being that the water supply is most
erratic, and reading by the lights a strain on one's eyesight.
There have been a number of changes in the Coy. Maj.
A. J. M. Flint, M.B.E., who has commanded the Coy. con
tinually for 15 months, has now left us and is returning to
England on Python on the " Empire Halladale." He is
accompanied by Mrs. Flint, and we should like to take
this oportunity of wishing them every good fortune in their
future. Maj. Flint's successor is Maj. A. L. A. Bishop,
who has come to us from H.Q. Coy. We also welcome
Capt. D. S. Scull as Coy. 2nd i/c. 2/Lt. Paul Kitteridge
left us in a great haze of boathappiness and " joie de viv."
We also wish him every success in England.
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1—MAJOR P. C. M. BUCKLE
receiving the Sclangor Turf Club
Cup.
2—MEMBERS OF THE BN. TEAM
with their trophies.
3—THE MALAYAN RIFLE TEAM
CHAMPIONS
Standing, I. to r.—L/Cpl. Butler,
L/Cpl. Apps, Pte. Baker, Cpl.
Ticehurst.
Sitting—Cpl.
Hcaley,
C.S.M.
Boorer, Maj. Buckle, Sgt. Pluck,
Sgt. Henden.
4—MALAYAN
L.M.G.
TEAM
CHAMPIONS.
L. to r.—Sgt. Henden, L/Cpl.
Lloyd, O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, C.S.M.
Boorer.
5—SGT. HENDEN.
Individual
Rifle Champion, Malaya.
6—L/CPL.

LLOYD.
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From the Coy. we have lost the following: Sgt.
Lemar, L/Cpls. Kiinber, Jackson, Ptes. Groves, Stacy,
Philpot, Slivinski, Wornham, Murphy, Snape, Burletson,
Greenfield. We wish them all the very best of luck in
their new life in England. C/Sgt. Jones has been selected
for the appointment of C.Q.M.S. at 18 Inf. Bde. H.Q. He
is in the throes of taking over and we hope that he will
not find life in Kuala Lumpur too rugged. Sgt. Barton
has joined us from B Coy. and is rapidly learning the
mysteries of bookkeeping in the appointed style.
At the time of writing these notes, the main body of
the Coy. has returned to Kaula Kubu Bharu and No. 2 PL
is remaining at Batang Berjuntai for another week, when
they return to the fold. In view of our being detached,
we have been unable to enter fully into the Bn. realm of
sport, but 2/Lt. Smith has been ably representing the Bn.
at cricket. However, Kuala Kubu Bharu, look out! We
are willing to take on all comers.
These notes have been rather hurried, but we hope that
all our readers will rest assured that A Coy. is still very
much to the fore.
Our present order of battle is as follows :—
Maj. A. L. A. Bishop, Coy. Comd.
Capt. D. S. Scull, 2nd i/c.
W.O.II Tidey, C.S.M.
Sgt. Barton, C.Q.M.S.
2/Lt. D. R. Smith, 1 PI. Comd.
Sgt. Bucknell, M.M., 2 PI. Comd.
Sgt. Fisher, 3 PL Comd.

" B " COMPANY
Our June notes ended with the hope that we could
report a little " joy " in this issue, and we are pleased to
say that our efforts have been rewarded. A bandit fell to
the lethal fire of Pte. Newman, our Coy. Doghandler whilst
on ops. with No. 6 PI. A very fine effort indeed.
The oustanding topic of the Bn. during the month was,
no doubt, " competition shooting." A full account should
be included elsewhere, but on a Coy level, we would like
to congratulate C.S.M. Boorer on winning a magnificent
trophy as the " Bde Champion Shot." At the Malaya
Meeting, the Coy. were represented by C.S.M. Boorer, Sgt.
Pluck, J., Pte. Baker, who contributed in no small way to
the outstanding success the Regiment gained.
New arrivals in the Coy. are Capt. Allen, our new 2nd
i/c.; Lt. Stock, who has returned to the fold; 2/Lt. Jackson
from England; Pte. Walters, who rejoined us from a para
chute course; and Pte. Walker from A Coy. We trust their
stay will be a long and happy one. We cannot accept Mr.
Stock's theory that this is his second tour in Malaya !
Departures include Lt. Leigh, who has taken up the
duties of 1.0. " What about some info, sir ? " 2/Lt. Taylor,
Ptes. Baker 19, Baker 68, Dadswell, Hook, Wilkinson,
Brown, Butcher, Curry, Burgess, Bentley, Morrison, who
have all gone home for release. We wish you all the best
in " civvy street," but a list of recruiting centres will be
sent on request.
Our congratulations to L/Cpls. Frost, Fuller and
Robbins, on their recent appointments, and we hope that
the extra pay will religiously go into P.O.S.B.
In the field of sport, cricket is the main feature, and
in the InterCoy. Knockout, the Coy. Comd. (our local
champ.) has sworn to give all comers " the full treatment."

On the Bn. level, Maj. Dover and 2/Lt. Jackson are always
" dead certs."
Football is still going strong, and L/Cpls. Fuller and
Robbins, of the Coy., are upholding their positions in the
Bn. team.
We have lashed out in the finance world this month.
A Quiet Room has been established complete with curtains,
wireless, darts board and sundry magazines. We now know
where to find Pte. Pearce (the Swedish angel) during work
ing hours.
With all this activity, operations continue, and who
knows, we may have further " joy " next month.

"C"

COMPANY

The last month has seem like the previous one, many
changes in the Coy. Many of the old members (Cpl.
Stenning, Ptes. Bradbury, Bertram, Edgington, Ford,
Holden, Mills) have returned to England and the "miseries"
of civilian life, and yet more are about to go. We, who
remain, wish them luck—with a touch of envy in our hearts.
Lt. Howlett, M.C. (whom we congratulate on his promo
tion from a " one pipper ") has left us for Sp. Coy. in order
to train new Drafts, but his place has been taken by Lt.
Beale, to whom we extend a warm welcome, as we do to
Pte. Park, who has joined us from H.Q. Coy., and we are
pleased to welcome Cpl. Hall back to the Coy. on his return
from the U.K.
We should like to take this opportunity to congratulate
the Bn. team on its fine performance at the Malaya Rifle
Meeting—a really firstclass show. In connection with the
abovementioned rifle meeting, it was noticed that some
days before the meeting commenced " The Queen's Own "
flag was missing from Wardiburn Camp. Consternation
reigned—the Standby Platoon, plus four war dogs flashed
to the scene of the crime and it is rumoured that the S.I.B.
were asked in. However, all effort to trace the flag was
unavailing; meanwhile the flagpole stood white, naked,
forlorn. A suggestion that the N.A.A.F.I. sign should be
hoisted in lieu of the flag was not received kindly. A clue
to the mystery was found when a member of the Coy. said
that he had seen a certain Coy. Comd. and two W.O.s
acting in a suspicious manner in the vicinity of the flagpole.
Food for thought indeed ! The mystery was explained two
days later, when the flag was seen to be flying at the Malaya
Rifle Meeting, fluttering proudly over the scene of the Bn.
triumph. This Coy. like to think they made a small con
tribution towards the success !
The Sgts'. Mess quite often receive visits from the
" scivers " in Bn. H.Q.—they eat our underfed Sgts'. food,
drink their beer, and then vanish from sight.
The whole Coy. recently attended a concert party given
by Hy Hazell and her company; the concert was enjoyed
by all, especially by 2/Lt. Elwell, who was sitting very near
to the stage.
National Servicemen's Discharge Books continue to
flow into the Coy. Office and Maj. Waring spends many
evenings completing these. The Coy. Clerk is continually
pestered with the words, " What T.A. am I going to ? "
and " When and what ship do I sail on ? "
We close these notes hoping you people in " Blighty "
will keep some good weather for the lucky National Service
men leaving here in the next two or three months.
" Wings."
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" D " COMPANY
Coy. H.Q.—Our efforts for last month, you will
remember, were written whilst on an op. somewhere in the
local jungle, on pieces of paper from the compo and dealt
chiefly with our " airdrop."
In our area at Rawang, when we are not standing by to
be used on larger ops., the Pis. continue to carry out patrols
and by now are pretty well acquainted with the country, so
" O " groups are minor affairs, as one does not have to
produce a map to a gamekeeper who is acquainted with his
estate.
We regret to report that we have not added to our
score, but it is nice to see the train going through on time
and not being called out nightly to a derailment.
2/Lt. Barnes and Pte. Adiand (our wellremembered
Pay Clerk) departed by one of H.M. Naval vessels for the
U.K. and college—Mr. Barnes for Cambridge and D. E.
Adiand to Bristol University. Good luck to you both and
thanks for your efforts whilst with the Coy.
We have also said goodbye to the following, who have
escaped to the U.K. as time ex N.S. soldiers and whom, no
doubt, we will meet at their Territorial Bns. By then, they
should be almost fullyblown Sgts. after their experience
out here.
We mention them alphabetically; there are so many,
that the Coy. Roll Book had to be consulted : Adams (ex
Batman), Pte. Armstrong (the Coy. Storeman), Pte. Adiand
(already quoted), Cpl. Blake (of Penang fame), Pte.
Burgess (Coy. Commander's Batman), Pte. Butt, Pte.

Clifford, Pte. Humphreys (the Coy. Runner), Ptes. Stubbs
and Terry 26, and finally L/Cpl. Tree, the Coy. Clerk. The
C.S.M. wonders if the latter will reenlist, his job is still
open.
2/Lt. Deeley has gone off for a month to train a Draft,
and on meeting them on their arrival was reported to have
scared them stiff and had them looking under every leaf for
a terrorist.
Pte. Page, our new Coy. Pay Clerk, has been called
on 28 days' compassionate leave and we hope his presence
puts his mother on the road to recovery.
Pte. Hillary has surprised us all by stepping into the
shoes of our absent Pay Clerk, and we hope he will like his
new job. It is understood that the C.S.M. is arranging for
the Pay Office to be wired in.
We welcome Pte. Hawkes, our new Coy. Clerk, and
hope he will close the gap so noticeably left by L/Cpl. Tree,
his predecessor. Also Pte. Thompson, who has joined us
exB Coy. and exU.K.
So now we will make way for the Pis.
No. 10 PI.—Since our last report, we have said fare
well to Cpl. Derek Blake and Pte. John Clifford, both old
members of the PI. We wish them the best of luck on their
return to " Blighty " shores.
In the operational line, more and more patrols are
coming our way. Terrorists ? We have heard of 'em quite
often, but have seen little or nowt. It has been suggested
that we adopt " Nan tare roger " (to the uninitiated this
means " Nothing to report ") as our motto.
On a recent 48hour op., Pte. Jim Chapman swore he

" D " C O Y . , 1st BN., PENANG, 1952
From left to right, back row: Pte. Stubbs, Pte. Hillary, Pte. Matthews 65, Pte. Mather, Pte. Rolfe, Pte. Watson, Cpl. Sexton,
Pte. Armstrong, Cpl. Sharp, L. Col. Tree. Pte. Winch, Pte. Adiand, Pte. Burgess, Pte. Sennett, Pte. Bowman, PtQ. Gausden.
3rd row: Pte. Ellis, Pte. Adams, Pte. Bleach L/Cpl. Miller. Pte. Aris, Cpl. Woodward, Cpl. Western, Pte. Butt, Col. Blake, Pte.
Humphreys, Pte. Berkm, Pte. Fincham, Pte. Page, Pte. Golding 58, Pte. Miles, Pte. Spender, Pte. Chapman.
2nd row: Pte. Smith 96, Pte. Woodger 46, L/Cpl. Clark 39, Cpl. Healcy, Pte. Canficld, Pte. Alexander, L/Cpl. Ward, Pte. Donovan,
Pte. Lewis, Pte. Latter, Pte. Young, Pte. Otto, Pte. Terry 13, Pte, Jarrett, Pte. Mercer, Pte. Hazell, Pte. Elmore, L/Cpl. Clark 75.
Front row: Pte. Reynolds, Pte. Mawford, Pte. Hoy, Pte. Smith 65, Pte. Schneider, Sgt. B. J. Philip, Sgt. E. J. P. Botting,
C.S.M. A. L. Dallon, 2/Lt. M. Deeley Major T. V. Upton. Captain D. P. I. Camobell. 2/Lt. G. T. Barnqs, C/Sgt. G. Smith,
Sgt. R. W. ^V'ne, Pte. Bugg, Pte. Clifford, Pte. Mctthews 47, Pte. Smith 25, Pte. Waller.
Boston Studio (Ground Floor of Boston Bar), Penang.
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saw a panther wearing bandit boots. On closer investigation
we could neither produce panther or bandit boots.
Pte. Harold Aris has recently joined the sacred ranks
of batmen and is looking after Capt. Campbell. He is to
be seen each evening gazing vacantly towards the horizon
—maybe this has something to do with his cry of, " I have
had enough, Sarge, how about an op. ?
Rumour has it that the PI. are shortly to be taken on
the Pay Roll of the local P.W.D. (the council's local fatigue
men). How about it 11 PI. ?
Ref. Sports—The PI. are still able to hold their own at
football, having played the rest of the detachment, drawing
two all, goal scorers being Pte. Aris and Pte. " Nick"
Smith.
On a recent fourday op., No. 2 Section saw two
shadowy figures flitting along the jungle edge in the moon
light. They let go all weapons, successfully rousing the
Coy. at 2355, otherwise result: N.T.R. (quoted above).
No. 11 PI.—Since last going to press activity in the
PI. has been slight.
Departures : Our PI. commander, 2/Lt. G. T. Barnes,
has departed to the U.K., by courtesy of the Royal Navy.
We wish him luck and every success at Cambridge and
maybe we will see him as High Commissioner for Malaya
in days to come. Pte. Hillary has found himself a " skive "
at last, i.e., Pay Clerk, and thus departs to Coy. H.Q.
Arrivals : Pte. Thompson has joined us from the U.K.;
he is an exB Coy. man. We welcome him and hope he
will soon settle down with the PI.
Promotions: Congratulations to "Nobby" Clark on
his second stripe. He has now left us to train the newly
arrived Draft from U.K.
On a recent op. a Section was returning to the PI. base,
when the leading scout—one Pte. Smith 96—stopped,
pointed to a tree and exclaimed : " Cor ! look at the size
of that monkey." Everybody agreed it was the biggest
they had seen. On approaching closer the monkey was
identified as L/Cpl. Jim Ward, who had climbed a tree to
act as lookout! Well, anybody can make a mistake.
Cpls. Healey and Arnold have now returned from the
Malaya Rifle Meeting, Cpl. Healy having put in some good
shooting to help the Bn. team into first place, and Cpl.
Arnold having served those drinks so effectively (re last
month's article) that Sgt. Hendon won the individuals. To
all those mentioned in this para., hearty congratulations,
not forgetting the rest of the Bn. team.
Well, although we have treked the jungles pretty hard,
we have not caught up with the Terrorist. 10 PI. seem to
be having all the luck as regards contacts. Maybe our turn
will come. We haven't forgotten the old 11 PI. and are
still hunting the fellows concerned in that " Do." Maybe
we will catch them one day.
Our monkey once more makes news. He was absent
for 48 hours, and on return was charged, tried and sen
tenced to two days' P.D.I., i.e., bread and water and no
grasshoppers. Still, he looked quite cheerful and we are
sure there were one or two who quietly slipped him extra
rations.
No. 12 PI.—We are now further depleted in numbers,
having lost Pte. Den Stubbs and Pte. Butt, both of whom
are reverting to " civvy " life. We wish them all the best
in the future.
Mr. Deeley (our PI. Commander) has left us for a
month to train the new Draft from the U.K. We hope to
see him and some of the Draft joining the PI. shortly.

We are now settling down at Rawang and getting to
know the area better. The trouble is, we never seem to
get into the same place as the terrorist; they either leave as
we arrive, or arrive as we leave.
Recently, Maj.Gen. Stockwell visited the Coy. base.
He arrived by helicopter and landed on the local football
ground. Pte. Wally Jarrett, who was one of the PI. detailed
to guard the helicopter from the locals, who probably had
never seen a helicopter at close range, could not have his
photograph taken enough. Complete with Bren gun, he
adopted several threatening postures. These pictures, by
now, must have reached the local terrorist press and we
wonder what price has been placed upon his head.
(Probably not as much as upon his Bren gun.)
We have just returned from an operation and are rest
ing at base awaiting the next one.
Pte. Norman is due back from Singapore, where he
has been on leave. We trust he had a good time and is
now fit and ready to take over his Bren gun and return to
the jungle.
" The Kampong Idiots,"

SUPPORT COMPANY
This month our correspondence must contain farewells
and welcomes; unfortunately the former are in the majority,
but both are most sincere.
Maj. P. C. M. Buckle is handing over command of the
Coy. He has commanded the Coy. since its inception at
Shorncliffe and, under his guidance, it has been built up
into an organization which has successfully taken part in
active operations in both a supporting role and as a rifle
company.
Maj. P. C. M. Buckle is now taking over the appoint
ment of Bn. Training Officer. All ranks of the Coy. wish
him the best of fortune in this appointment and extend a
very hearty welcome to him whenever he can pay the Coy.
a visit.
Capt. J. S. Fletcher only asked " Q " movements for a
raft to take him home " KonTikiwise." The War Office
answered his request by providing a berth in the " Empire
Haliidale." "Happy Hailidale, Jack !" However, to more
serious matters. We congratulate Capt. J. S. Fletcher most
sincerely on his posting as Officer Commanding the Regi
mental Depot Training Company, and thank him most
sincerely for the most admirable work as the M.M.G. PI.
Comd., and 2nd i/c. Sp. Coy. Of the Ulutainted combina
tion of Lt. J. Norton and Capt. J. S. Fletcher, we shudder
to think, needless to say, warning orders have been dis
patched and all info.
Add to these " goings " a formidable list of members
of Sp. Coy., who have been posted to rifle Coys. The present
acute shortage of men in the rifle companies calls for this
drastic and necessary action. Wc hate to say goodbye to
our friends, but we know that their contribution to the rifle
companies' manpower problem will be appreciated and
that they will receive a great welcome. We send our best
wishes and thanks with these men of Sp. Coy. and look
forward to the return of many of them when the reinforce
ment situation allows.
During the last month, as PI. correspondence will show,
we have taken part in several operations, both as a rifle
Cy. and in a supporting role.
In one operation the Mortar and M.M.G. Pis. had the
pleasure of distributing both by day and night ammunition
to the tune of some 1,000 mortar bombs and 20,000 rounds
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of 303, all projectiles sadistically disposed on a variety of
targets. In addition, the AntiTank and Assault Pioneer
Pis. did noble and valuable work on foot.
A posse of the C.Q.M.S., the Mortar PI. Sgt. and a
Batman went up to meet their respective wives at Singa
pore some three weeks ago. The wives are now all happily
ensconced in Kuala Lumpur. We extend them a hearty
welcome and look forward to seeing them in Kuala Kubu
on Sevastopol Day, when we hope to have present the wives
of our other married members.
M.M.G. PLATOON

At last we have had the opportunity of showing our
worth with our guns. We feel sure that we kept the bandits
moving with 48 hours almost nonstop firing. A letter from
Maj. Dover, O.C., B Coy., of congratulations on the shoot
was received, which pleased all members of the PI.
We have once again been hunting bandits with the
1st Suffolks in South Selangor. We can't say we enjoyed
the bash, but it makes a change to work with another Regt.
in a different area.
DEMOB. NEWS
Pte. Hastings left us last month en route for England
and demob. We were sorry to see him go. as he was with
us for quite a while. Our happy birds now are Ptes.
"Jona" and Joe Singleton (our glamour boy), who have
been dodging Sgt. Lingham for the want of a haircut. Both
of them may be seen painting queer signs on their kit bags
most afternoons. We will be sorry to sec them go (or will
we ?).
Cpl. Kelly and L/Cpl. Ebbs are on a very good " skive "
training Home Guards at Ampang, just outside Kuala
Lumpur. When they return to the fold next month, the PI.
will be uptodate and will most likely be doing weapon
training and learning the words of " Shotgun Boogie."
We are sorry to say that we are at the bottom of the
Coy. Ratcatching Competition, with the score at nil. Lack
of success in this field has been put down to too much time
in the Ulu and the cleanliness of our basha. We argue that
the rats which have lost their lives in the other PI. bashas
were encouraged by tempting morsels of steak and kidney
pudding which should have been handed in to the C/Sgt.
after the last operation.
To round off the Pl.'s notes this month, we are glad
to say that the garden is blooming all over and is the best
in the Bn., bar none.
" Fire Bugs."
MORTAR PLATOON

Although the strength of the PI. has dwindled by the
departure of Ptes. French and Rogers on demob., this
month has been quite a successful one from the point of
view of operations. A very interesting night shoot, planned
by Capt. Roper, went off very smoothly, in which we were
firing simultaneously with the M.M.G.s at Ulu Yam.
Then a B and Sp. Coy. Op., in which we were again,
aided by the gallant " Gunners," so successful that we had
the bandits running in all directions. Unfortunately, it was
called off owing to an emergency Brigade Operation, and
so we were prevented from further adding to the Coy.
score. Incidental to this it was discovered that Pte. Riches
possesses no mean liking for rum. His antics when his tot
and those of several others has been consumed, has to be
seen to be believed.
He certainly is a " rummy"
customer. " Timber " Wood, during this same Operation,
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contracted the habit of sleepwalking and talking in his
sleep. From this we have gleaned a quantity of useful
information relative to the affairs of his heart. I think we'll
try a little blackmail some time; there's always a shortage
of cigarettes in the PI.
" Sadie " Syers, our unfortunate Storeman, now spends
most of his " spare " time displaying his artistic talents in
the Sgts'. Mess by colourfully decorating the long suffering
bar. How unfortunate for him that he's teetotal !
We welcome back Cpl. Mead from his U.K. course,
and in addition, congratulate him on the good result he
obviously obtained by diligent study. Our PI. Sgt. also
has returned, this time from leave, during which he met
his wife at Singapore. We hope that her stay in this country
will be pleasant, and fervently trust that her presence will
continue to keep him good tempered.
Now that Sevastopol Day is approaching, the " boys "
are teeming with ideas for the novel sideshows for the Bn.
Fair destined to lighten our hearts on that day.
A ratcatching competition within the Coy. is in full
swing. At the moment we are accredited on the Coy.
chart with several tails. These, of course, should be denied
the possibility of disappearing in the general direction of
the cookhouse.
Well, folks, that's all at present.
" Mortisan."
ANTI-TANK PLATOON

Once again we put pen to paper and give you the
latest news.
We would like to take this opportunity of welcoming
to the Coy. Capt Roper, who is taking over the duties of
Maj. Buckle, who is leaving us for greater heights, and we
wish them every success in their appointments.
Last month saw us taking part in a new and different
operation, called " Operation Rat," and up to the time of
going to press we are three tails in front.
At present, we are without our Pi. Comd., who is
recuperating in hospital, and so the job has fallen on the
broad shoulders of Sgt. (Munchy) Fisher, who is doing very
well indeed.
" Hopeless."
ASSAULT PIONEER PLATOON

Two happy events have taken place since we last
reported. PI. Comd., Sgt. Leach, has become the father of
a bouncing daughter. Sgt. Leach has now left us on a long
spell of leave. Opinions vary as to whether it is shame or
pleasure.
Also the PI. mascot, " Smokey," pedigree
unknown, has presented us with eight potential tracker
dogs. We can only sit and admire the way she handles such
an unruly mob without even one stripe on her foreleg.
In between bouts of Operations we have been busy
playing everyone within reach at cricket. We lost to the
rest of the Coy. by six runs and now boast a large part of
the Coy. team in the PI.—Cpls. Gordon and Freeman and
Ptes Lord, Lennard, Head and Kingsford.
Cpl. Freeman is now training the Draft and Pte.
Kingsford is the PI. medic, who recently joined us from
D Coy. Pte. Love is back after another mystery tour of
B.M.H., Kinrara. Pte. Pankhurst has been keeping us agog
by the sheer ingenuity of his very patent rat traps. The
reaction of the pests entering the trap has to be seen to
be believed. It makes the South Bank illuminations look
like a poor brother of the black out. Total score now
stands at five.
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Pte. Everett is now back with us, but we have lost Pte.
Gates to the Doghandlers. Very soon even more of our
boys will be leaving K.K.B. bound for the U.K.

SERGEANTS' MESS
How the time flies ! Here we are with August getting
well under way and again time for items of interest to our
readers.
Undoubtedly, the event during July was the success
of the shooting team in the AllMalaya Championships. We
are particularly proud ^of our contribution to this team,
viz., O.R.Q.M.S. Catt (Sten and M.M.G.), C.S.M. Boorer
(L.M.G. and Rifle), Sgt. Henden (L.M.G. and Rifle), Sgt.
Pluck (Sten and Rifle) and Arm. Sgt. Fuller, R.E.M.E. A
special word of praise.is due to Sgt. Henden on winning
the Individual Rifle Championship. The Mess looks
extremely well, being adorned with our own silver and the
newly won trophies, which are of firstclass quality and
workmanship. Before leaving the shooting we must men
tion Maj. Buckle's (team manager) and A/Sgt. Fuller's work
which contributed in no small way to our success.
During the month Hy Hazell and party gave the Bn.
a show at Bn. H.Q. This was a most successful tour.
Thanks are due to the concert party for such a fine effort.
Hy and her party came to the Mess and were entertained
by the W.O.s and Sgts. (except the shy ones) for about
twenty minutes before dinner with the Officers. They came
back again later that evening to say farewell, something
we all appreciated to the full.
We are proud to record  that after months of hard
work a certain Sgt., of B Coy., has at long last been
rewarded by killing one of the Terrorists. Well done,
.
No names, no pack drill.
We welcome to our exalted company Sgt. Stephenson
(H.Q. Coy.), Sgts. Lovell and Russell (M.T.), and Sgt.
Pluck (him with the twin brother), of B Coy. (and more
recently of shooting fame). We are very glad to have them
with us and hope they will remain for a long time.
At the moment of going to press we are thinking of
a certain member of the Mess chasing an elusive receipt
from Wardieburn Camp to the Auditors' Office. We can
only hope he meets with success.
A very good billiards table has been installed in the
Mess. N.A.A.F.I. hire it to us at a reasonable monthly
charge. The game is popular with members and " skittles "
has already made its appearance.
We are now looking forward to Regimental Day and
then, later on in the year, to our Royal ColonelinChiefs
visit.
Life is far from dull here in Selangor.
Most
Europeans get together and visit our Messes and our old
friends the police are always welcome.
Our new Drafts look extremely good material and
great credit is due to the W.O.s and Sgts. who are
responsible.
A most successful social, on the 4th August, was held
in the Cpls'. Mess, when the Sgts'. Mess members were
guests. The social was preceded by a cricket match which
wc won by 5024. Very few members were available due
to operations. However, the show went on and fortunately
at night the Coys, on ops. returned to camp, so we were
able to get together. Everyone reckoned the effort should
be repeated. I can assure all the Cpls. that it will.

Congratulations to :—
C.S.M. Dullen on "being able to divide 19 into 9
(award of 1st Class Cert, of Education);
C.S.M. Hills on the award of the L.S.G.C. (18
years' undetected crime);
C.S.M. Boorer on winning the Bde. Individual
Rifle Championship at the 18 Inf. Bde. Annual
Meeting.
In conclusion, keep smiling and here's to happy
reunions with old friends and members in the future.
N.B.—Reluctantly, we have to report that the Officers'
v. Sgts'. soccer match ended in a 40 win for the first named.
Maj. Dover, M.C., will answer further enquiries on this
game. Ha ! ha !

BAND
Many moons have passed since any notes from the
Band were contributed to " The Q.O.G.", but now that we
have finished
(we hope !) moving around, we shall
endeavour to keep pace with the monthly issues. First, let
me give you a precis of the main activities of the Band
during the past few months.
Before moving to Kuala Lumpur for retraining we
were called upon to perform farewell concerts to the " Out
Stations "; these consisted of " Beating Retreat" (a chunk
of English pageantry for the " locals ") followed by a con
cert for the troops wherever we could find a suitable hole
to perform in. His Excellency, Sir Gerald Templar
directed that we should play at Tanjong Malim on April
9th, the day the 23hour curfew was lifted. On May 1st
we paid our annual visit to Batu Arang, the only coal mine
in Malaya, incidentally.
Who let off the smoke bombs on night ambush, Sgt.
Healey ?
Whilst the Bn. were on retraining, we gave a series
of concerts, at Wardieburn Camp, to the Officers' Mess,
the Sgts'. Mess and to troops in the N.A.A.F.I., not for
getting, of course, the R.S.M.'s and Adjutants' Drill
Parades in the murky hours of Saturday mornings. In all,
we have been working at top pressure to keep pace with
our commitments, due mainly to the fact that we are the
only Band within the Brigade; the Bands of the Suffolk
and Worcestershire Regiments departed the Federation
months and months ago. However, no one seems to mind
this influx, especially the dhoby contracter, who is, I rather
suspect, making a small fortune out of laundering the
white drill jackets of the Band.
Sport has had to take a back seat just recently, due to
the fact that hockey is out of season and the lack of football
boots. However, we managed to play three major games
of hockey whilst stationed at Coronation Park Camp; they
were against: The Malay Signal Squadron, the 18th Inf.
Brigade Signal Squadron and against our own Bn. We won
the first two and lost the third (do not revel in your good
fortune, Sir, for we must meet again !). Under the captaincy
of (Blade) Marshall, the Band have turned out a very
reasonable basketball team, although we have only played
a few matches against the Mortars, we think we are
indomitable. This is intended to promote matches between
ourselves and other Coys, who wish to dispute this claim.
We extend our proud and sincere congratulations to
the Band C/Sgt. on obtaining the CommanderinChief's
Certificate of Merit; to L/Cpl. Hore on being promoted to
Cpl. and to Bandsmen Walters, Breen and Middleton on
gaining the rank of L/Cpl. Very well done, all of you !
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We have had the illfortune to lose several of our
members just recently : Sgt. "Tob " Taylor has exchanged
French Horn for the more fitting " cloak and gown " and
has entered the Royal Army Education Corps; L/Cpl. Clark
and Pte. Williams have left us for the rigours of " ulu
bashing " with A Coy.; Cpl. Barrett left us at the beginning
of the month, having obtained his transfer to the Staff
Band of the Royal Army Medical Corps. This month we
will be saying goodbye to L/Cpl. " GeorgePorge " Healey,
L/Cpl. " Bill " Peck, Bdsm. " Duke " Davis and " Granny "
Hulks, who are all going to be civilians. We wish them all
the very best of luck. Heed not the cries of " You'll be
back " from the jealous ones.
On the credit side we welcome Pte. New, late of the
M.T. Section, and Boys Healey, King and McNulty, who
have been hiding away in Canterbury for the past twelve
months. Boy Healey joins his three brothers—Sgt. T.
Healey and L/Cpl. G. Healey, of the Band, and Cpl. R.
Healey, of D Coy.
In conclusion, we would like to welcome our new
Band President, Capt. V. C. Abplanalp, and trust that his
stay with us will be long and pleasant.
" Buffalo."

H.Q. COMPANY DRAFT
We arrived at Singapore on the " Empire Windrush "
on July 17th, and after disembarking in the morning, were
taken straight to the station. Then we were allowed to
spend four hours in the town. At dusk the train left for
Kuala Lumpur. Before leaving we were issued with rifles
and ammunition, but the journey was uneventful, the only
incident worth reporting being the unfortunate stunning of
an individual whose kitbag fell from the luggage rack onto
his head.
Kuala Lumpur was reached after a 16hour journey
and we were at once driven to Wardieburn Camp, where
the remainder of the day was spent in being equipped with
jungle green kit and handing in the khaki drill we had been
issued with at Canterbury. After tea we set out in convoy
for Kuala Kubu Bahru. This being our first taste of
travelling along dangerous road, everybody looked remark
ably serious.
At K.K.B. we were welcomed by the C.O., who spoke
of the urgent need of new men; we were the first draft
to arrive for quite a long time. We settled down
quickly and were agreeably surprised by the excellent
accommodation.
Training began on the following Monday, under the
supervision of 2/Lt. (now Lt.) G. W. Howlett, M.C., and
of Cpls. Batley, Vale, Woodward and Lamming. We were
split into three sections under 2/Lts. Lincoln, Manning and
Jackson, who had been in charge of us on the voyage. The
first week was spent mainly on Weapon Training, brushing
up our old knowledge and learning to handle the Owen
Gun; there were also many lectures on the Bn.'s role, the
inevitable discipline, and sundry medical subjects; drill
under the R.S.M. and C.S.M. Watts, and P.T. under Sgt.
Bawden complete the programme. In the evenings an
InterSection soccer competition was run. No. 3 Section
being decisive victors. A party also went swimming at
Rawang over the weekend.
The second week of training saw us on the short range
a great deal, learning contact drills, and introduced us to
the jungle for the first time. To the uninitiated the trees
are a convenience introduced to prevent us from falling
down the hills. We emerged from this ordeal (which only

lasted about an hour) weak and exhausted. Our consola
tion that week was the visit of Hy Hazell and party, who
put on a show in the N.A.A.F.I., and a concerted visit Jo
Rawang for bathing.
We started the third week with a 6hour patrol in the
jungle, cooking our own lunch and building our " bashas."
The day was not without incident. We learnt by painful
experience the value of securing our kit; within the first
hour a magazine had been lost but was, fortunately, soon
found. On the return journey, a Sten burst was accidentally
fired in the front truck. All credit must go to the Section
in the rear truck and to 2/Lt. Lincoln, who led a determined
flanking attack on what they thought to be a bandit ambush.
Following the patrol, two night ambushes were laid, each
for a couple of hours (no bandits were seen, unfortunately)
and the week culminated in a fullscale 24hour patrol.
This was more of a success. We arrived at our base camp
before lunch time and in the afternoon individual Sections
went out on patrol. (No. 1 Section went tiger hunting with
2/Lt. Lincoln.) The night gave us our first experience of
being eaten alive by insects.
We are now in our fourth week of training and are
preparing for our final patrol. At the end of the week
we will all be posted to our respective companies, where we
hope we will be able to do full justice to the excellent
training we have received.
These notes would not be complete without mention of
our very successful football team. Their matches were as
follows :—
v. B Coy
won 10
v. D. Coy
drew 11
v. Q.M. Staff
drew 00
v. Sp. Coy. Draft
won 60
v. Sp. Coy
drew 00
v. H.Q. Coy
won 20

SIGNAL PLATOON
This month, as usual, has seen many changes. We
welcome back L/Cpl. Lockwood, Ptes. Gibbs and Pearce
from F.T.C. Sgt. Stephenson has now returned to K.K.B.
from Wardieburn, leaving L/Cpl. Streeter in charge of our
detachment at C Coy. We also wish all the best to two of
our oldest signallers, who have left for the U.K. The first
to go was " Basha" Springate, followed by " Charlie
William " Read, who sailed on H.M.S. " Vengeance." Pte.
Reid, who was known to our readers as " Pronto Minimus,"
leaves the Army to continue his studies at Oxford
University. I am sure you will join us in wishing him the
best of luck. We have had another addition to our fold
in the form of Pte. Watson, from D Coy.
In the field of sport we have been doing very well
lately. We now have three Bn. cricket players—Ptes.
Underhill, Watson and " Kinrara " Cumming. In a recent
match against 13/18 Hussars, at Seremban, the Signallers
made a good stand, Watson scoring 71 not out and
Cumming 53 not out. Cumming also claimed five wickets.
Ptes. Cumming and Watson, with Pte. Elliott, also play
basketball for the Bn. In the football team we are repre
sented by Sgt. Stephenson and Pte. Elliott.
Leave has started again and the first to go were
" Gaylord " Colwell and the " Boy " Priest Since then
Ptes. Hind and Nower have also enjoyed a week at Penang.
Everybody has doubts as to whether or not Sgt. " Straight
Line " Browning was walking in a straight line last Satur
day evening as he had a weekend in K.L.

4>

238

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

Pte Underhill was in on his first kill recently with 6
PI. We did not hear from him while he was out, but he
made up for that on his return.
" Flags."

SHOOTING
The main events since the last correspondence have
been the Brigade Rifle Meeting, held on the Batu Caves
Range, just outside Kuala Lumpur, and the Malayan Rifle
Meeting, held at the end of July at Port Dickson.
For a month before the meetings the teams were hard
at it on the local ranges. They could be seen stripped to
the waist doing " shoot to kill" exercises and " pokey
drill" with considerable enthusiasm. Maj. Buckle, the
team trainer, kept them hard at it and in this country,
range work becomes extremely tiring and he was anxious
in case he had overshot his team.
On the Brigade Rifle Meeting we did nothing very
outstanding. We were defeated in the Rifle by the
Worcesters and Suffolks by a very small margin but in the
Bren and Sten we held our own. The honours of the meet
ing went to C.S.M. Boorer, of B Coy. and Kingstonon
Thames, who won the Individual Rifle Championship, a
thoroughly deserved and popular victory. The only other
prize to be won by " The Queen's Own " was collected by
Mrs Buckle, who won the Ladies' 30 yards Shoot, missing
a " possible " by one point. Her husband is watching his
step !
A week later the team drove out of barracks in a
festive and confident mood to shoot in the Malayan Rifle
Meeting. Whatever happened, it meant a week by the sea
and a very enjoyable change.
From the moment they arrived everything began to
go right and it soon became evident that it was to be a
" Queen's Own " meeting. The team just pulled that little
bit extra out of the bag, and shot magnificently to win—
(a) The Malayan Rifle Team Championship—The
Dunlop Cup.
(b) The Malayan L.M.G. Team Championship—cup
yet to come.
(c) The Champion Unit of the Meeting—The Selangor
Turf Club Cup.
(d) The Sten team were 4th.
(e) The Falling Plate were just beaten in the semifinal
Ijy the eventual winners.
(f) The Individual Rifle Championship (Sgt. Henden,
of Bexley).
Everyone who fired and the reserves, who kept training
till the last minute, are to be congratulated for achieving
such a wonderful result. The " White Horse " was indeed
proud and flew more rampant than usual.
Sgt. Henden is to be particularly congratulated on
winning the Individual Rifle Championship with such a
fine score. He won by 13 points, beating a very experi
enced Army team shot (Maj. Shrimpton). In the first stage
he scored 112 points out of a possible 120, which was
sensational shooting with a No. 5 Rifle at 300 yards !
C.S.M. Boorer came 6th which was another fine effort.
The day after we won the Rifle Championship, two of
the young soldiers of the team—L/Cpl. Apps, of Wall
crouch, Tunbridge Wells, and Pte. Baker had to dash to
Singapore to embark for the U.K. We wish them good
luck. Their efforts were not in vain.
Pte. Lewis, of Hounslow, one of our young soldier
reserves, was selected to represent the Federation in a non
Central 22 match, having handed in one of the best scores.

Sgt. Henden and C.S.M. Boorer also represented the
Federation Rifle Team.
Needless to say, the beer flowed fast in celebration and
everyone was supremely happy and any stories here would
be unfair !
When the team returned to K.K.B. with the trophies,
they were given a great welcome by the whole Bn., includ
ing the Drums, with a new " DrumMajor " in the form of
Sgt. Roberts, of Colne, Lanes. Beer was consumed in all
messes and the P.R.I. provided a firstclass dinner in the
N.A.A.F.I. to round off the day, which was much
appreciated by the team.
We hope that next year we shall have enough good
shots available to repeat this year's performance. We have
now won the L.M.G. trophy two years running; we want it
for the third and last time.
One stalwart from the L.M.G. team who will be miss
ing will be O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, who has always been one of
the staunchest supporters and has helped us to success both
in the Bren and Sten. His cheerful influence will be sadly
lost in 1953; he is leaving to be a Buffs Q.M. Their gain
and our loss.
P.C.M.B.
RESULTS
Rifle Team—1st

Class " A "—
Sgt. Hendon
C.S.M. Boorer
Sgt. Pluck
Class " B "—
Cpl. Ticehurst
Cpl. Healey
Class " C "—
L/Cpl. Apps
L/Cpl. Butler
Pte. Baker
Total (a record score)

112
92
90
86
79
78
79
72
687

Individual Championship

1st—Sgt. Henden
6th—C.S.M. Boorer

211
185

L.M.G. Team—1st

O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, C.S.M. Boorer .. 249
Sgt. Henden, L/Cpl. Lloyd
204
Total

453
Sten Team—4th

O.R.Q.M.S. Catt
Sgt. Pluck
.
Sgt. Fuller
Pte. Philpott

121
128
120
125

Total (2nd and 3rd scored 499) .... 495
Individual Revolver

Maj. P. C. M. Buckle—8th
Young Soldiers' Championship (Rifle, Bren, Sten)

L/Cpl. Butler—12th.
Unit Championship

1st—1 R.W.K
37 points
2nd—1 Wore. Regt
30 points.
3rd—Malay Regt. Trg. Bn. .. 29 points
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Mess Presentations
special gift which shall be a tribute to the recipient
and an enduring record of the occasion requires more
than ordinary care in its selection.
We at ' 11 2' are proud of the service we are able to offer
for Mess Presentations and Wedding Gifts.
A Mess Presentation Catalogue is now available and will be
sent upon request.

THE GOLDSMITHS
& SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD.
incorporating

GARRARD & CO.

112 Regent Street London W.i
NUMBER ' 112' IS OUR ONLY ADDRESS
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4/5th BATTALION

the Coy. since 1948, and we are very sorry to see him go,
having become very much " permanent" staff. By sheer
force of habit the Company Commander still turns about
at the door of the Drill Hall on his way home and returns
to his desk to sign the inevitable documents which always
used to crop up at the last moment. We wish Sgt. Tillman
and his family good luck and for him, good hunting. We
shall now have a personal interest in the M.T. Section of
the 1st Bn. and shall watch their activities closely.
In his place we welcome Sgt. Lowe, who brings a
breath of R.M.P. atmosphere to the Coy., and who is
already settling down as a " Busy Bee." We hope his stay
will be an enjoyable one and that at last we shall possibly
have some affect on certain haircuts of the Coy.; at least
we should be on the right side of the law !
At Bisley this year we were represented by C.S.M.
Vallins, Sgt. Styles, Cpl. Amber and Pte. May, who com
peted in the China Cup Competition; we can but wish
them better success next time, which only goes to show
what happens when H.Q. Coy. try to fire a Bren gun.
As compensation, however, Pte. May managed to get an
" Egg "—but so far has not yet received the proceeds.
A number of the Coy. have spent a weekend on the
range at Shoreham, clearing up rifle and Bren Classification
but it was evident that one party particularly attached
greater importance to the commentary on the damage
caused to Indian wickets than to that inflicted on their
targets; this should not be taken as a sign of weakness,
however, for the 133 Brigade InterCoy. Shooting Cup
reposes on our mantelpiece. We congratulate " D " Coy.
on being such worthy runnersup.
We have to record another darts victory under our
Skipper, Bill Styles. This time we defeated " Beech Trees,"
round the corner, and won a bottle of Gin in their raffle.
The bottle was saved from the ravages of the team at a
suitable stage and is now believed to be in or under a
sergeant's bed. The hunt has been abandoned at last, for
two swallows may not make a summer, but six are the
best part of a bottle.
" Busy Bee."

BATTALION H.O.

O

N 10th August, only four weeks
after its first practice, our newly
formed motor cycle trials club,
competed in its first competition. This is
a great achievement which was only made
possible by the hard work put in by Maj.
Bobby, the Captain; C.S.M. Holdsworth,
.Sgt. Cheseman and the very keen mem
bers of the team. The first trail was a
stiff test organised by a wellestablished civilian motor
cycling group, the Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club, and very
naturally our team did not achieve a high position in the
results. This was equally applicable to all other service
teams who were competing on Army machines, which were
no match for the civilian type of machine on that particular
course. But the experience was quite invaluable and now
we can look forward to the Home Counties District Trials
at Shorncliffe, on 21st September, 1952, with confidence
and we hope that we will be selected to represent the dis
trict in the Eastern Command Trials.
Congratulations are due to Maj. D. W. J. Wood on
assuming command of D Coy., vice Maj. J. D. Stocker,
M.C., T.D., who we very much regret has had to leave us
for professional reasons. We also congratulate Maj. A. H.
Ford on assuming command of A Coy., vice Maj. R. E. C.
Cocksedge, who, much to our regret, has been posted to
Jamaica by his civilian firm.
Maj. Ford is to have as his
secondincommand Capt. J. Large.
" A "

COMPANY

This month sees us busy with miniature range shoot
ing with the InterCoy. Competition, which proved to be
very interesting.
We had a visit from our C.O. this month, on an
evening which was well attended by our volunteers.
We are very sorry to hear that our Coy. Comd., Maj.
Cocksedge, is leaving us, we have all enjoyed his stay with
the Coy., and he will be sadly missed. We wish him the
very best of luck in his new post overseas.
We are very pleased to see our N.S. Volunteers on
Drill Nights, and 1 think they are enjoying their evenings
in the Coy., especially on pay nights when our Canteen is
very well attended.
Sgt. Kite.

"C"

" B " COMPANY

It was with very great pleasure that we entertained for
for the first time at Anglesea Road, our new Brigade Com
mander and his Brigade Major.
Accompanied by the C.O., the Brig, listened in to a
Cloth Model Exercise and as it happened to be based 011
the exercise at Camp, the Brig, was able to settle a number
of points which arose from the heated discussion on " How
I would do it ! "
We hope he had the impression that the training we
were doing was worthwhile and we, for our part, benefited
from his experience.
We have recently said " au revoir" to Ron Tillman,
who is off to join the 1st Bn. Sgt. Tillman has been with



COMPANY

If it were at all possible we would ask that the follow
ing paragraph be printed in red capitals. Several of us
were present at Maidstone on Sunday, 20th July, at the
Barracks, when Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver presented the
Meritorious Service Medal to our worthy Caretaker, Mr.
Rogers. To him we tender our heartiest congratulations,
with the knowledge that whilst he now no longer serves
under the banner of the Regular Army, his assistance to
us in every way is the greatest asset we have and we sin
cerely hope that we shall have the benefit of his help and
advice for many years to come.
We have had a very varied month from the training
point of view and our numbers have been rather on the
small side due to the number of people away on their
holidays. On the 27th we spent the day on Shoreham range
carrying out our L.M.G. Classification and, aided by quite
good weather, the results were quite encouraging. Top
scorers were Sgt. Wood, C.S.M. Woolley and Pte. Offen.
The Brigade N.C.Os. Rifle Shoot also took place on the
same day with very satisfactory results.
On Thursday, 'Ah August we were honoured by a visit
of the Corps of Drums to the Coy. Area. Despite the
rain, murk and gloom they revived the prewar tradition

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
of Beating Retreat for the first time in Shoreham village.
Several score of the villagers were present and the con
sensus of opinion heartily endorsed by us, was that it was
a first class show in spite of the fact that it was laid on
at such short notice. We are earnestly hoping that Wester
ham will be the next port of call, where ample opportunity
could be made of the area at our disposal.
We understand that if anyone is feeling sick in the
Sevenoaks area and wishes to be taken to hospital, a certain
number on the Seal exchange has only to be rung and Mr.
Pennells will be only too willing to bring out his ambulance
at any time of the day or night, whatever the weather !
Now that he has completed his examinations, we are very
pleased to welcome him as a regular attender on Tuesdays
and Thursdays; these sentiments are also shared by the
local rugger club, who will be glad of his services during
the coming season.
We congratulate Pte. Piper on attaining his ambition
by qualifying as a cook, but we are anxious to know
whether he is to be permanently attached to this Coy. or
not ! We see from the local papers that Pte. Moxam has
been well amongst the runs during the cricket season, with
more than one century for his village club. We feel he may
be the answer to Kent's prayer for next season. In closing,
we wish Mr. Pennells every success in the completion of
Forms G.4255 and G4263/A.
"PenPusher."

" D " COMPANY
We have had a very quiet month apart from the
impact on the Coy. of an influx of Majors. Congratulations
Maj. Wood and Coy. Sgt.Maj. Buck. Here is proof of
the sterling value of " D " Coy., but if this is not recogni
tion enough there are rumours that Sgt. Tedman may
become Bde. Sgt.Maj. and that Cpl. Green has been pull
ing strings to get the job of Bde. M.T. Sgt. Making sure
that he does not have to march next camp we suppose.
The morning of 16th August broke dank and dour.
Showers of rain swept over the ranges at Shoreham. It
was " D " Coy's, weekend for L.M.G. classification. At
8.15 a.m. "D" Coy. remained snug and dry in Montreal
Park and the only sign of civilisation on the range was a
green Hillman Coupe, parked forlornly on the 300 yards
firing point, and inside one Coy. Commander watching the
hours tick by, waiting for his Coy. to arrive and get on
with the day's work. Apparently he departed about 2 hours
later—smouldering—after a truck had arrived to tell him
that the Coy. had decided it was too wet.
The Cpls. of " D " Coy. beat those of " B " Coy. in
the Bde. InterCoy. Shoot. But it was a close shave. It
must be admitted that washouts were common on both
sides; " B " Coy. losing by 3 washouts to 2.
For many months the Bangers have challenged the
Coy. to a rifle shoot. A more ferocious crowd than those
who appeared on Sunday it would be hard too imagine.
They threatened to " tear our tails off " and did. We under
stand they went off mightily pleased with themselves and
many pints to the good.
In ending we would like to record a protestation of
innocence regarding the demolition of the hut on the 500
yards firing point and the wrecking of the Sten gun firing
point. We didn't do it. And just to show that we are a
charitable crowd at Parish Lane, a warning to all Coys.
There is a wasps nest in the Butts. We stirred them up last
weekend and now they just loathe khaki.
Nightingale IV.
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SUPPORT COMPANY
Regular readers will have noted that little has appeared
in the Sp. Coy. column for the last two or three months.
This is not due to the fact that nothing has happened, but
rather that the writer having taken over a new job in
civilian life found very little time to sit down and write
on the progress of the Coy.
Since Camp we have spent a rather hectic summer
period, the " adoption ceremony " was a great success and
provided Tonbridge with a very good example of what the
T.A. is now really like. The turn out was first class and',
in general, it was a very impressive ceremony.
Over the August Bank Holiday we sent two 17 Pounder
Gun Crews to Shorncliffe to give demonstrations to the
Cadets stationed there; this was a volunteer show and we
thank all those who gave up their Bank Holiday to take
part in it.
We should all like to welcome our two new P.S.Is. to
the Coy., Sgt. Redpath and Sgt. Arthur. May their stay
be long and happy. We say cheerio to Sgt. Lowe (keep
an eye on him, Sgt. Styles). We also welcome Lt. Lovell
and 2/Lt. Reoch, who have now come to join us. Lt.
Lovell takes over the A/T. PI. and 2/Lt. Reoch joins Capt.
Marchant with the M.M.G. PL They were both with us at
Camp this year and so, in fact, they both now know how
the Coy. runs.
To finish, we all offer our congratulations to Cpls.
Jenner and Matthew on their promotions to Sgts. (what
an excuse to the C.S.M., C.Q.M.S. and Sgt. Styles at the
next Sgts'. Mess party).

" Washout,"
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REGIMENTAL

DEPOT
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HIS month the Depot has been on view to the
whole world. Cinemagoers will have seen the
PassingOut Parade on 13th August, when Mr.
Martin Coles Harman presented his son's Victoria
Cross to the Regiment.
The parade took place in the morning. After the
inspection by the Colonel of the Regiment, the Company
advanced in Review Order. General Oliver congratu
lated the men on their bearing and welcomed the large
crowd of spectators. He told the recruits: " You are
young men with your lives ahead of you. Go on trying;
do your best at all times and fear God and no man.
You have great examples to guide you and none greater
than that of L/Cpl. John Pennington Harman, who,
at the battle of Kohima in 1944, when serving with the
4th Bn. of this Regiment, won the Victoria Cross for
the greatert gallantry in action and for which he paid
the supreme sacrifice.
" His father, Mr. Martin Coles Harman, has
honoured us today by being here on parade to present
your medals to you and to take the salute afterwards."
Many officers and men who had fought at Kohima
watched Mr. Harman hand his son's Victoria Cross
to Maj. Love, the Museum Curator, saying he gave it
". . . . finally, irrevocably and for all time.
I am
delighted to leave it in your safe keeping."
In reply, Gen. Oliver said: "Sir, on behalf of all
ranks of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
I thank you for the honour you have paid us by placing
in our charge the Victoria Cross of your son John
Pennington Harman. It will be a permanent reminder
of his great sacrifice in the cause of freedom and an
inspiration to all young men of this Regiment now and
in the years to come."
Mr. Harman presented medals to the following
recruits: — Best rifle shots, Pte. J. T. Sapsford
(Eltham) and Pie. R. W. Chapman (Dartford) ;
runnerup, Pte. B. J. Clarke (Gravesend).
Best
L.M.G. shots, Pte. Collins (Stone, Dartford), Pte.
Isted (Lewes, .Sussex) ; runnerup, Pte. D. Latter
(Maidstone).
Mr. Harman told the men that he was struck by
their bearing and had been surprised when told that
nearly all of them had been in the Army only six weeks.
He said he felt it a privilege to take part in the parade.
He asked them not to look upon one moment of their
life in the Army as wasted. He assured them that by
making themselves superior to the average in intelli
gence and the way they carried out their duties they
would be doing something for their own good. He
further advised them that if they were not satisfied

with the system they could improve their position by
obtaining promotion and so increasing their influence
in the Army system. He concluded by saying: " In
your hands lies the future of this country. You are
doing your duty nobly and we are grateful."
Mr. Harman took the salute as the men marched
past.
After the parade a short service, conducted by the
Rev. E. J. Kingsnorth, was held in the gymnasium.
In the afternoon a very successful concert was
held. We must specially thank Sgt. Turner for produc
ing this show and playing such a prominent part in it
and Cpl. Argent for training the excellent choir and
his splendid piano playing. We congratulate all those
who took part
Since the parade and largely as a result of the
publicity it received, both in the Press and on the screen,
we have been overwhelmed by congratulations.

The Sgts.' Mess visited Ramsgate this year for
their Annual Outing. The clay was reported a great
success.
Two more drafts have returned from Malaya and
are now civilians. At the other end of the scale we
welcomed our new intake on 21st August. They are
now learning the fundamentals of the military art.
We congratulate Sgt. and Mrs. Lockyear on the
birth of a son.
Leaving the Army this month are Ptes. Milne,
Muggeridge and Carter, who have been employed in
the Orderly Room, and Pte. Fry, who has been a
driver. We thank these stalwarts for their hard and
willing work and wish them success in their future
careers.
L/Cpl. Mace is to be congratulated on recent pro
motion.
At present on a course at Canterbury are Cpls.
Pannell and Martin and L/Cpl. Green. We wish them
success.
Cpl. Markham, the new Cook Cpl., is now at work
and our catering staff has been further increased by
the arrival of Pte. Elvis, who is Officers' Mess Cook
The Unit Shooting Team made a promising start
by winning its first match against Maidstone Home
Guard in convincing style.
The first soccer match has been played. We were
beaten in a good game against 30 Heavy A.A. Regt.
by 3 goals to 1.
Lt. D. H. WoolstenCroft visited the Depot before
going to Warminster on a platoon commanders' course.
The Adjutant, Lt. J. A. Scouller, has left to train
as Signals Officer for the 1st Bn. He will be greatly
missed in the Depot. He has been relieved by Lt.
J. D. Norton.
As we go to press we offer our congratulations to
the Depot team which got into the semifinals of the
falling plate competition in the Home Counties Shoot
ing Meeting at Shorncliffe.
Next month we look forward to the Regimental
Anniversary on Sevastopol Day. We hope to have an
allranks dance and a cricket match near that date,
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CRICKET
On 10th August the Depot played against Win.
Laurence's C.C. They batted first and were dismissed
cheaply for 55.
Lt. Scouller and S/Sgt. Robertson
bowled unchanged and took (i for 26 and 4 for 21
respectively. We batted comfortably until we reached
47 for 2 wickets. There was a collapse and we only
won by 4 wickets. S/Sgt. Robertson batted well for
his 29.
On 13th August, R.A.F. Rochester hit our bowl
ing hard and very quickly reached 108 for 4 wickets
before declaring. Our batting collapsed, but managed
in the end to save the game.
The Maidstone Telephone Operators visited us on
22nd August.
We batted first and collapsed badly,
making only 75.
This was clue to some very bad
batting. In an exciting finish they beat us by 3 wickets.
As a result of this defeat, the first since early June,
much research was done with the new intake. As a
result we turned out our strongest side of the season
on 24th August against the Maidstone Trades. We
batted well after an indifferent start.
Against very
accurate, hostile bowling, runs were not made particu
larly easily. However, the Depot declared at 152 for
7 wickets. Lt. Scouller made 49 and Pte. Simpson 31.
They fought handinhand in the end to avoid defeat,
but failed to do so by two minutes.
Ptes. Stone,
Marshall and Richardson bowled extremely well, and
a particularly good sight was the standard of the
fielding.
SCORES
Aug. 10th—Wm. Laurence C.C. 55 (Lt. Scouller 6 for
20, S/Sgt. Robertson 4 for 21) ; Depot
R.W.K. 56 for 7 (S/Sgt. Robertson 29).
Aug. 13th—R.A.F. Rochester 108 for 4 dec. ; Depot
R.W.K. 52 for 0 (Lt. Scouller 22 not out).
Aug. 22nd—Depot R.W.K. 75; Maidstone Telephone
Operators 78 for 7 (Lt. Scouller 4 for 31,
S/Sgt. Robertson 3 for 40).
Aug. 24th—Depot R.W.K. 152 for 7 dec. (Lt. Scouller
49, Pte. Simpson 31); Maidstone Trades
C.C. 97 (Pie. Marshall 3 for 14).

BOXING—6th AUGUST, 1952
Before the competition, Pte. Arnold, R.W.K., and
Pte. Carter, R.W.K., gave a Black and White de
monstration.
Feath er Weight
Pte. Kemsley outboxed Pte. Spiccr.
Pte. Heasman gained a very close points decision
over Pte. Bacon. Both boxers showed promise.
Pte. Mould beat Pte. Kicghtley, and again the
verdict was in the balance.
Light Weight
After a very hardhitting fight,
Pte. Andrews
gained a points decision over Pie. Smith (51).
Pte. Meagre won his fight against Pte. Isted,
Meagre being a much quicker man in moving about
and avoiding punishment.
LightWelter
The fight
between Pte. Roswell and Delaney
proved to be the best fight of the evening, both boxers

showing skill in hitting and ringcraft.
The referee
congratulated both boxers on an excellent fight, and
Delaney was announced the winner.
Pte. Mahoney beat Pte. Carney on a knockout,
the latter being caught by rather a lucky blow on the
side of the head.
Pte. Spooner beat Pte. Denny on points. This
fight was rather entertaining inasmuch that Spooner's
style was very unorthodox.
After some very hard exchanges of blows, Pte.
Lewis knocked out Pie. Harradine with a welltimed
punch to the solar plexis.
Pte. Mollis beat Pte. Pearson in a very good hard
hitting fight, both boxers counterpunching well.
Welter
Pte. Champman, with longrange right crosses,
won narrowly from Pte. Smith.
Pte. Crowhurst, after losing the first round, came
up in the second and third rounds like a true killer, and
although he was warned for an obvious rabbit punch,
beat Pte. Hiseman on points.
LightMiddle
This fight was won by Pte. Baker, who proved to
be too strong for Pte. Forbes, although the latter
showed plenty of guts and determination.
M iddleWeight
Pte. Cole took the decision on points over Pte.
Holland.
This was also a good fight, both boxers
being very strong.
Pte. Latter, a boxer who can hardly be considered
as a novice, knocked out Pie. Papworth in the first
round, Latter being much the more experienced boxer.
LighlTIeavy
This first was continually being stopped through
Pte. Blake pushing with the shoulder, and Pte. Smith
won on points. There'was very little action in this
fight.
The highest standard so far in the recruits' com
petitions. Referee: Maj. B. A. Pond, M.B.E. Judges:
Maj. R. E. Moss, Capt. I. A. Macmillan, S/Sgt. E.
Robertson. A.P.T.C. Lt. Scouller deputised for Maj.
Moss for the first two fights.

SERGEANTS' MESS
Glancing back over the past month, it is pleasing
for Mess members to be reminded of the trouncing the
members of the Depot Corporals' Club got on 13th
August (unlucky day), for their longawaited challenge
both at cricket and indoor games. During the after
noon, following an extra special passingout parade
and impromptu concert in the early part of the after
noon, the members of the Sgts.' Mess assembled on the
cricket field to await the pleasure of the Corporals.
Eventually they turned up in "dribs and drabs " from
the concert, won the toss and allowed the Sergeants to
bat. S.S.I. Robertson and C/S. (Dusty) Miller opened.
The first over was a maiden, but Dusty got 11 off the
next, but was soon l.b.w. for 11. All members made
a few except Sgt. (Bolo) Manson, who raised a duck,
and with extras, which included some wides, the total
score reached 87, with R.S.M. Hayley not out for 13.
The Corporals opened disastrously, for with the first

244

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

ball S.S.I. Robertson clean bowled L/Cpl. Wakefield,
who had opened up with L/Cpl. Weller; the remainder
of the team offered little or no resistance, with the
exception of L/Cpl. Weller, who played a steady game
and was still unbeaten at the end with 21 to his credit
of the total of 37 obtained. Rather a convincing win
for the senior ranks.
A social evening followed in the Sgts.' Mess, and
the Corporals were on their very best behaviour, for
they allowed the senior members to win every match
played, which included " tipit," darts, billiards,
snooker, crib, shovehalfpenny. One of the snooker
players was heard to remark " I thought this was a
social evening " when he found himself continually
being left awkward or well and truly " snookered."
However, it was good fun, we all had a good time, and
no doubt a return fixture will be laid on in due course.
On 20th August the Mess members, taking advan
tage of a quiet clay immediately before the new intake
arrived, formed a party with their friends to spend
" beside the sea " at Ramsgate. We left rather early
in fine weather, although there was rather a high wind.
Our coach took us towards Faversham, and it was
very pleasant along Watling Street until we stopped
"to have one." However, it seemed we had timed it
just too early, and while waiting several other coaches,
having judged the time better, arrived, so with cups of
tea (very poor) and ice creams for some, we moved on.
Just before reaching Ramsgate a Kremlins' house was
spotted. Of course, that meant " stop." We did—
had a few games, darts, nine pins, ales (brown and
otherwise) ; when refreshed, embussed and arrived at
Ramsgate in good time. Offloaded our paraphernalia
(in a prohibited area), fell in the " Coolies."
O.R.Q.MS., "Chief Coolie and guide," got our gear
to the beach, obtained the necessary deck chairs, and
the " Coolies" fell out. Why, nobody knows, but they
all gradually returned to the fold after closing time,
and said how very pretty the place must look when lit
up at night. The sea was rough and swimming was
out of the question—the weather was fine, but as it was
the first fine day for about a week rather more were
on the beach than usual.
This prevented us from
having our usual races, but everybody seemed to be
satisfied to just sit and absorb the rays of the sun until
tea time. This had been arranged and was a private
affair—was very nice and we were pleased to see Major
Leigh, who is in business in that area—lie was looking
as fit as ever. There was a slight delay owing to the
coolies having to get the gear back to the coach, which
had moved some considerable distance from where off
loaded — otherwise, things were according to plans.
S.S.I. Robertson (our Messing N.C.O.) is to be con
gratulated on the excellent haversack rations provided
for our lunch. About 6.45 p.m., after a check roll call,
the coach moved off, the driver having already received
instructions to stop at a specified house enroute. Our
stay was rather prolonged, for there was plenty to keep
us entertained, with a ladies' room, bar billiards table
and darts, all proved very popular until Sgt. Turner
knocked down the black peg on the billiards table to
loose the final match for his team. There were many
excuses why they did not win, but, nevertheless, the
landlord agreed that all was fair and above board, and

" If you knock down a BLACK peg, you SCRUB your
score."
By the time we were leaving, darkness had
crept on and for some unknown reason it appeared there
was some opposition in the coach as to who could sing
the loudest. Anyhow, we eventually arrived—tired and
ready to go to bed. The O.R.Q.M.S. was seized as he
was leaving the coach—forced into the Mess Anteroom
and made to drink a bottle of brown ale straight off (as
if he couldn't!) as a punishment for an alleged breach
of the rules of " bar billiards."
Of course, other
members could be the scribe and tell you something
different—they have had the chance, but do not do
much about it.
On the 30th August the Mess received as their
guests the Prison "Officers from H.M. Wormwood
Scrubs," and entertained them to a cricket match,
which commenced at 11.45 a.m. Our team, with a
couple of exceptions, were all Mess members, in spite
of four taking part in the District Shooting Competition
and the O.R.Q.M.S. being roped in as " best man "
at a wedding on the same day.
This allowed the
" Scrubs " to register a comfortable win by 10 wickets,
the scores being: Sgts.' Mess 67; H.M. Prison Stall'
Officers 144 for 7. Their first wicket fell at 88. Mr.
Burden, their No. 1, got 72 before he was bowled by
W.O.I Kerr (R.E.M.E.). A social evening followed,
as is the practice, with games, fun and music. The
party eventually departed about 9 p.m., rather tired
after what proved a rather enjoyable day out for them.
Mess members who had been shooting or attending
weddings came along in the evening and took part in
the social activities.
Other items that must be mentioned are :—It has
been announced that we shall be getting our No. 1
Dress towards the end of September; Sgt. Brown has
at last secured a fiat for his family and is much happier ;
Sgt. Lockyear has increased his family by a son on
the 21st August (congratulations) ; the Rcgtl. Depot
took on the local Home Guard Bn. at a shooting match
(miniature) on 28th August and beat them comfortably
(several Mess members made up the team, with R.S.M.
Hayley captain) ; following have continued in the
Service for yet another year: R.S.M., O.R.Q.M.S., and
Col/Sgt. (Bolo) Manson, whom we all congratulate on
his elevation in rank; our congratulations to the Regtl.
Depot tile shooting team on reaching the semifinal of
the Home Counties District Tile Shooting Match on
31st August (jolly good show, what!).
We are sorry Sgt. Savwell and Col/Sgt. Ingleby
have left us for civil life, but we do hope they will soon
settle down and realise what a fine time they had in
the service. All the same, here's " Wishing you both
the best of luck."
" McCartney."
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ARMY AGENTS SINCE 1758

Why
your
help
is needed .  .
Y o u m a y t h i n k it is u n b e l i e v a b l e that
t h e r e a r e still m a n y cases of great h a r d s h i p
a m o n g e x  s o l d i e r s a n d t h e i r d e p e n d a n t s that
c a n n o t b e h e l p e d b y official s c h e m e s of
relief, b u t it is a t r u e fact.
T h e A r m y Benevolent F u n d is t h e
parent b o d y of all regimental charities a n d
provides financial a i d t o those charities
w h i c h g i v e personal attention to i n d i v i d u a l
cases i n n e e d a n d cases of real h a r d s h i p
w h e r e it is impossible t o raise life a b o v e a
bare restricted existence.
Y o u r h e l p is badly n e e d e d because
t h e calls o n t h i s F u n d a r e i n c r e a s i n g
considerably.
Please g i v e all y o u c a n afford as a t o k e n
of g r a t i t u d e to t h e m e n w h o g a v e s o m u c h
for you.
SUPPORT

TKE

ARMY BENEVOLENT
FUND
Patron: H.M. THE KING
 Donations may be sent to The President, The Army
Benevolent Fund, 20 Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.I
or paid into any Bank in Great Britain or N. Ireland.
Registered Under The War Charities Act, 1940.

This space donated by W. Nash Ltd., St. Pauls Cray, Kent

O

FFICERS of the British

Army have been

banking with Cox & Co. since 1758 — the

year in which Mr. Richard Cox was appointed
Army Agent by Field Marshal Lord Ligonier —

and Cox & Co. have also been Official Agents to
the Royal Air Force since its inception.
Lloyds Bank absorbed this historical connection
in 1923 and the modern Banking Service now
provided still preserves the tradition of individual
attention to customers' needs.

LLOYDS BANK
L I M I T E D

Cox's & King's Branch,
6 Pall Mall, S.W.I
OFFICIAL ARMY

AND ROYAL AIR FORCE AGENTS
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22nd

(TUNBRIDGE

WELLS)

BN.

INCE the last issue all uniforms, weapons and training
stores have arrived and since July A, B and C Coy.s
have been holding regular weekly parades.
Individual training in musketry, visual training and
map reading is being carried out with keenness.
A short period of drill precedes training each week. A
cadre course for officers is being taken by the Adjutant.
The outlying Companies of D at Speldhurst, E at
Paddock Wood, Brenchley, Pembury, and F at Horsmonden,
Lamberhurst, have not been able to carry out separate
training yet, owing to lack of numbers, but the few already
enrolled in these Companies have been equipped and
and clothed.
Accommodation for Company H.Q. has now been
found for five out of the six Companies, and it is hoped that
the legal formalities of leases wiil soon be completed when
separate H.Q. and Armouries for C, D and F can be set up.
Two improvised 30 yards short ranges have been found
and a Technical Board has already inspected them. We
hope to have the work on these completed by the autumn
and the ranges authorised for use.
The Bn. is to take part in the Battle of Britain service
and march past on 21st September at Holy Trinity Church,
Tunbridge Wells.
The permanent staff now consists of three who have all
enrolled and been promoted to Colour/Sgts. and act as
Instructors.
The Orderly Room C/Sgt. G. M. Brewer was a Sergeant
in the 4th Bn. Q.O.R.W.K. from 1913 to 1920, and saw
service in India.
C.Q.M.S. J. Y. Round recently retired from the R.A.F.,
where he was R.S.M. (W.O.I.).
C.Q.M.S. A. G. Ashton has just retired after 22 years'
service in the D.C.L.I., where he was Bandmaster (W.O.I)
and is now Hon. Bandmaster of the Tunbridge Wells Home
Guard Band in addition to his other duties.

1 6 t h K E N T ( G R A V E S E N D Cr N O R T H F L E E T ) B N .
This Bn., with Lt.Col. E. A. Mole (late R.E.) as C.O.
and Capt. R. S. Wildash (late R.A.) as Adjt./Q.M., has now
got well under way with training, which commenced on 6th
June, and which has been proceeding steadily and pro
gressively since. We are concentrating first of all on basic
training in all arms, including firing on the .22 range and
on the open classification range, with rifle, Bren and S.M.C.
Classification of all personnel on the open range is now
being carried out. We are fortunate in having access to a
firstclass open range, a 30 yard range, and three very
excellent .22 ranges.
We are also particularly fortunate in having some first
class Instructors, such as C.S.M. Redman, late Queen's and
S. of I, C.S.M. Hills, late of the Regiment, who was for
some time an Instructor at the Depot, and our wizards of
the Bren, C.S.M. Painting, late Coldstream Guards, and Sgt.
Easton, late Royal Norfolks.
Recruting is slow, and we need many more men, but
those whom we have are as keen as mustard. We are about
evenly balanced between exmembers of the H.G. and war

time members of the Forces, with the inevitable and
welcome leavening of real " old sweats."
Now that the summer, with its many counterattrac
tions, is nearly over, we hope that many more will come
along and join us. Bn. H.Q. is at Grove House T.A. Centre,
Nortnfleet.

54th

KENT

BN.

This is a Cadre Bn. and it has been actively engaged
since enrolment on 28th April in recruiting key men and
making "G," "A," and "Q" plans to enable the Bn. to
expand quickly and efficiently to full strength in the case
of an emergency.
There are still immediate vacancies (e.g., R.S.M.,
R.Q.M.S., C.S.M., weapon training instructors, etc.) to be
filled by suitable personnel and those particularly wanted
are experienced exregulars. Any such who live in the
places mentioned below are cordially invited to call or
write or telephone to Bn. H.Q., Hornbrook House, High
Street, Chislehurst, Kent (Imperial 3057).
There are Coy. H.Q. at Chislehurst, Elmstead Woods,
Mottingham and Sidcup.
Tne C.O. is L/.eut.Colonel K. G. Livingstone and
Lieut.Colonel W. H. Stitt, D.S.O., M.C. (late The Royal
Inniskilling Fusiliers) is the Captain and Adjutant/Q.M.

32nd

KENT

(EDENBRIDGE)

BN.

The Bn. is commanded by Lieut.Col. R. V. Burke,
of " Basings," Cowden, Nr. Edenbridge. Bn. H.Q. and
A Coy. are established at the Drill Hall, Edenbridge.
and Coy. H.Q.s at Hever, Penshurst, Cowden and Eden
bridge.
Companies are commanded as follows:
A Coy. (Edenbridge), A/Capt. S. Marsh.
B Coy. (Hever), A/Maj. P. E. Crofts.
C Coy. (Penshurst), A/Maj. R. D. Hoblyn.
D Coy. (Cowden), A/Maj. L. M. Adam.
Attendances to date have been very satisfactory, and
members have been exercised in weapon training, fieldcraft
and drill. Firing has taken place on the miniature range
and open range. The normal Parade Night is on Monday
at Edenbridge; Penshurst Company run their own, as a rule
or, Wednesday.
We are still low in numbers and any exQ.O.R.W.K.
Regt. members would be most welcome.

11th

KENT

(MAIDSTONE)

BN.

This Maidstone Bn. of the Home Guard is under the
Command of Lieut.Colonel E. S. Kerr, late of The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regt. Lieut.Colonel A. J. Coe, well
known to so many old soldiers of the Regt., is the Adjutant
and Quartermaster. It needs many more recruits to swell
its numbers before it can get properly under way.
There must be dozens of the old Regiment living in the
Maidstone area eligible for the Home Guard who ought to
be in our happy band If their work or business does not
give them the opportunity to attend our minimum parade
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hours, i.e., 15 hours every three months, then by virtue of
their experience as exService men, they are eligible to enrol
in the Supplementary List of the Home Guard, which
means they will be there if the worst should happen. So
ExR.W.K. let's hear from you. For enquiries, write or
phone to Yeomanry House, Boxley Road, Maidstone. Tel.
No. 51369.
The Bn. in its early stages so far are greatly indebted
to Major R. E. Moss and the R.W.K. Staff for all their kind
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cooperation, assistance, loan of the Barracks, Ranges, etc.
In fact we have seen so much of the Depot and its staff
that we feel we are back in, and part of it again.
The Bn. tried out a Miniature Range Team Shoot
against the Depot on the 28th of August, but greater experi
ence and knowledge of weapons proved the Depot the
superior team. Nevertheless, Depot, we'll be seeing you
again after a bit more experience. Cheerio.
A.J.C.

Maidstone Home Guard under training at the Depot.

Kent Messenger Photos.
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Ex" B " COMPANY, 5th

I

BATTALION

F "The Q.O.G." had adopted the policy of displaying
inchhigh headlines in its news columns, there's no
doubt what would be the subject of this particular
article. It would be the shoot of the old gang against the
new gang on the open range at Shoreham on the 17th
August.
We weren't too bothered before, during or after the
shoot, about winning, or losing, we were out after recap
turing some of the grand atmosphere we used to experience
way back in the period between the wars when the T.A.
fired its courses and, in those days, made the affair a family
one with the wives having a bash, and the kids making
themselves a nuisance up on the hillside. And, apart from
the family side, we certainly did feel as though we were
back in harness once again.
We are very much indebted to Maj. Wood, of D Coy.
the 4th/5th Bn., for giving us the opportunity of making this
trip, and to assure him that we thoroughly enjoyed every
minute of it. We do sincerely hope that it will happen
again, if only to give the " Presents " a chance to get their
own back on the " Pasts." Thank you again.
The afternoon was surprisingly good, in view of the
bad weather prevailing at the time, in fact, we couldn't
have had better weather. There were eight of us on parade
at the Drill Hall when Tommy Tucker arrived to pick us
us—Bert. Acott (once Bn. champ.), Tom Percival, Wally
and Arthur Batstone, Len Clarke, Dick Hale, Mr. Wilks,
and Bill Spence. Mr. Wilks gave up his place in the team
at the firing point to George Keane, making it 100 per cent
B Coy. (as opposed to " Bangers ").
The competition was very well organized indeed, no
hitches, and all went swimmingly right up to last dot, when
we embussed and were driven back to Camp, to enjoy the
generous hospitality of the Sgts'. Mess. Many thanks,
C.S.M. Charlie Buck and your fellow Sgts. We hope to
reciprocate one day.
However, with one eye on our allotted 750 words, we
shall have to leave a full description to the " Bangers'
Gazette."
The result? Much to our surprise (and particularly
Bill Spence, who was our elected C.S.M. for the day and
had been busy making excuses for us) we won, the score
being: D Coy., 4th/5th, 162; B Coy., 5th, 210. Top
scorer : Arthur Batstone, with 43.
Our meeting on the first Saturday in August again
saw the Darts Tournament on its way,many further matches
being played oil". Here, the other Batstone (Wally) dis
tinguished himself by nearly seeing off the reigning
champion in a dingdong battle. On the last leg they both
wanted the " madhouse " and Albert, having broken his own

darts early on, managed to pip Wally at the post with a
shot from one that had withstood the tempest.
There were other notable matches too, but—" 750."
A couple of reminders to finish oft' with. Our Dinner
and Dance—now so famous as to warrant practically no
publicity—will be at the same place ("The Green Man,"
Catford) on Saturday, November the 29th next; tickets
again 12/6. And our Dance next year—now a halfway
house between Dinners—will be at " The Green Man " on
Saturday, May the 31st. Make a note of that one, you
blokes—two days before the Coronation. Are we aware
of that fact ? Betcher life we are ! And it's gonna be
some do !
T.T.F.N. and Bangers.
" Nightingale."

11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

L

ED by its Chairman, A. E. Grant, Esq., the 11th
joined in the Annual Service at the Garden of
Remembrance at Allerfield Road, Bellingham,
Catford, S.E.6, held in the memory of the fallen of all
Services in the two World Wars, on Sunday afternoon, July
27th. 1952.
The service, conducted by the Rev. C. S. Kirkpatrick,
Vicar of St. Dunstan's, Bellingham, was a most impressive
one, with nearly 50 standards from branches of the British
Legion, Old Contemptibles, R.A. Association, and the
Regiment, lined up on either side of the temporary altar,
women and men bearers alternatively. The Garden was at
its best, and most beautiful.
The Mayor of Lewisham read the Lesson, and Mr.
Kirkpatrick, in his address, looked back with pride and
thanksgiving on those who had given their all, and said,
" The way we died is even more important than the way
wc live."
Mr. Kirkpatrick dedicated the new Standard of the Cat
ford and District Branch of the R.A. Association. Before
the service men and women from Branches of the Legion
in the South Eastern District marched in procession past the
Mayor (Alderman G. T. Harman), who took the salute.
The City of London Drums and the massed Standards led
the way; a very stirring picture to those who stood and
watched and followed.
Members of the British Red Cross and St. John in
uniform and Lewisham's Civil Defence, with its own
Standard, made a striking contrast.
Messrs. L. W. Dawson (Hon. Secretary) and S. Lewis
(Assistant Hon. Secretary), J. Collins and S. Knight sup
ported the Chairman, whilst W. W. Toomer, M.M.,
carried the Association's Standard, accompanied by Mr.
R. F. Wilks, with the London Branch Standard, which he
represented.
Lack of further news compels me to say now : " All
the best wishes to the members of the P. and P. Association.
" Pte. Banks."

Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
" The Q.O.G/' to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

249

Tel.: R EGENT 5915.

J. B. JOHNSTONE
/BMlitan? ant) /IDut'tl trailer

Smooth chocolate
Delicious sweetmeat
Crisp wafers

ant) Breeches flDaher

BLUE
34 SACKVILLE ST., LONDON

.

.

Own

Royal

Kent Regiment

which Serves the World!

West
.

RIBAND

The Empire Product

Specially Appointed to The
Queen's

A
GRAY DUNH
PRODUCT

.

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of Her Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.

*

NOTED

^

FARMER & BROWN ALES
Agents for—

BARCLAY'S LAGER
ASHFORD VALLEY CYDERS
MEDWAY MINERAL WATERS
Wines & Spirits of the choicest brand
Price List on application. All goods delivered.
'Phone Maidstone 3090

22, WEEK STREET
MAIDSTONE

IT'S ^Ot SOMETHING
OBTAINABLE
Made

in

England

by

ASPRO

EVERYWHERE
LIMITED, SLOUGH, BUCKS

Your County

Newspaper,

Published Fridays, p r i c e 3 d .

KENT
MESSENGER
The County Paper of Kent

250

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

CHATHAM BRANCH

HIEF item of news is the Branch Coach Outing
to Littlehampton on August Bank Holiday,
which was thoroughly enjoyed by those who
supported the venture.
I understand that many found pleasure in sporting
on the beaches, whilst others (no names, etc.) lound
comfort and enjoyment over a pint or two, in estab
lishments away from the " madding crowd."
The
return journey was made more pleasant through a
knowledgeable driver, who directed his coachload of
happy people to " three very, very secluded hostels
(pubs)" en route (vide L.C.), where for halfanhour
or so Alec Cameron led the company (assisted by Dicky
Hale and Len Clarke) on a pianoaccordion (lent by
Tom Saycrs) in singsongs, which are a regular feature
of the Branch on such occasions.
1 believe that the rafters of these ancient " rest
houses " were considerably shaken.
On balancing the books after the event, a loss of
;£1 19s. Od. was sustained, due to members not fulfill
ing their promises, which is not at all fair to the
organisers or to the Branch, which cannot afford such
losses, and they are asked that, in future, they must
he certain of supporting such entertainments, arranged
for their benefit, before they book their seals.
Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the Shoot
on Sunday, August 17th, at Shoreham, to which the
Branch had been invited hy the 4th Bn., and so cannot
give the results, to my regret.
The second Darts Match with the team from the
Branch Headquarters, The Prince of Wales," Perry
Rise, Forest Hill, S.E.23, took place after the monthly
meeting on Friday, August 8th, and resulted in a clear
win by two games to nil for the Branch opponents The
deciding game will take place soon. The Branch hopes
to attend the P. & P. Association Social at Maidstone
in full force, likewise the London Branch Social on
September 13th, 1952, and we wish both functions every
success.
Sgt. (Dave) Baker's successor at the Drill Hall,
Penge, Sgt. P. Quinn, was warmly welcomed hy Mr.
R. F. Wilks (ViceChairman) at the last monthly
meeting, when lie was duly elected to Branch member
ship, and we all wish him a very happy time in our
company, as well as we all wish " Dave " every good
wish with the 1st Bn. and a safe return home.
To conclude, many of us were very disturbed to
read of Mrs. Terry's mishap in a bus accident at Lee
Green, some days ago, but Sid wrote me saving that
she was rather shaken, hut soon recovered, and we
heartily congratulate her on her escape.
To all members and Branches of the P. & P.
Association " the best of luck."
" Ravensbourne."
In my July notes I wrote quoting the Chairman ol
the 11th (Lewisham) Bn. Association, Mr. A. E. Grant,
that The Queen's Own P. & P. Association followed
The Buffs in starting the Association.
That is not
correct, for The Queen's Own Association was in
existence in 1910.
Please accept my sincere apologies.

UR monthly meeting was held on the 11th August.
The chair being taken by Mr. L. W. Davison at
8 p.m. Maj. R. W. Brothers said he was pleased to
see a good attendance, which was going up, and not down.
He welcomed the enrolment of exSgt. F. W. Saywell, who
had served in the 5th Bn.
Joe Wright read a letter from the C.O. at the Depot
regarding a "GetTogether"' at the Depot on Saturday,
18th October. All being well, I shall attend a fine show,
as was the previous October.
It was announced that the Branch would do their best
to be represented at the Social and Dance of the London
Branch on Saturday, 13th September.
Members present thought it very commenable that Alf
Tapp, M.C., and Mr. A. S. Smith (Standard Bearer), who
were at the Reunion on the 20th July, left in time to attend
the parade and church service of the Medway Branch, Old
Contemptibles' Association, at St. Mary's Church, Chat
ham, on the same evening.
Greetings to the Branch were received from Frank
Pilkington, now in Canada, who states he receives his
" Q.O.G." regularly.
Maj. H. M. Smith, M.B.E., who was present, was
elected unanimously to captain the shooting team.
Those present were glad to see George Anchors again
in his job of Hon. Secretary, after being absent through
illness. Mr. L. W. Davison won the booby prize.
The following newspapers—"The Daily Telegraph,"
"Daily Herald," "Daily Graphic" and "Daily Express"
included in their issue of August 14th photographs of the
ceremony at the Depot when the Victoria Cross of the late
L/Cpl. John Pennington Harman was handed to the Regi
ment for safekeeping.
W. Williams.

C

O

LONDON BRANCH

O

NCE again the Annual ReUnion has come and
gone, and once more the weather was kind to
us and the whole day was notable, for there
was neither wind nor rain to spoil the arrangements
so wellplanned hy the Depot staff. Thank you, indeed,
all those who worked so hard to make the day the
success it was. No doubt our friends of The Buffs have
already been thanked for the workmanlike eflort ol
their Band, and we of the London Branch add our
thanks. The Bandmaster and his men and boys might
have belonged to our own unit, so proudly they marched
and with such hearing.
As is usual with our Branch, having to come the
longest distance as a whole, we were late again. Late
for the Dinner, late for the ReUnion; hut with much
clutching of hats, standard, lastminute fastening of
coat buttons, waving on from column leaders and other
officials, our party managed to dash on parade—only
just in time.
We missed many of our Branch, but those who did
attend thoroughly enjoyed it. I made contact with
many officers and men of the Regiment whom I had
not seen for many years. I must say I thought Brig.
N. I. Whitty looked the picture of health and very ready
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to talk about our sports teams in which he had such
faith that they were nearly always successful in class
tournaments, winning the Rovers Cup, premier Western
India Soccer Cup, and several civilian hockey tourna
ments. Our hockey and soccer sides made great strides
during the Brigadier's tenures of office as secondin
command and P.R.I, of the 1st Bn., and, therefore, in
control of the sports teams.
1 had a long talk with Lt.Col. L. F. W. Jackson,
too, who commands the 4th Bn., and there is little
doubt that " Jacko " is determined to make the 4th
Bn. second to. none—the old spirit, which we all admire.
His Corps of Drums made a very line show in the final
stages of the day's events, I thought, and were much
admired. To name all those one saw and conversed
with would take up my 750 words easily, so 1 just
mention one or two. We are all happy to be among
our old friends, officers and O.Rs. alike; we thoroughly
enjoy recounting our days of the past.
May these
ReUnions never get less attended. To end on a per
sonal note — many thanks to Capt. Jimmy and Fay
Hammond for the wonderful hospitality shown to so
many of us of the London Branch.
Our monthly meeting, held on the Friday following
the ReUnion, was reasonably well attended, there
being 35 present, with our new Chairman, Len Remfry,
occupying the Chair for the first time. He had his
Committee in conference for 15 minutes prior to the
meeting proper, and there was an air of business about
the whole of the meeting, which, although informative
and instructive, lasted only a short while, and still we
seemed to get through a great deal of business.
One very important item was the congratulations,
not mentioned in the earlier paragraphs, especially to
our shooting team, Messrs. C. and 14. Dumbrell, W.
Cole and P. Hallett, which—although away from home
—won the Cup competed for by 11 teams. The Cup
was presented by the Colonel of the Regiment in front
of a great assembly and the team are deserving of every
praise. I hope photographs of the team being presented
with the Cup will appear with these notes.
Although we gained only third place in the
StandardBearer Competition, great credit.is. due to
" Scotty " on his turnout and bearing on parade. A
greaUaid was Ted Tiekner, who, it is understood, was
polishing until 3 a.m. on the morning of the parade.
A lack of polish behind a brass buckle, we hear, was
the cause of our downfall! Shame! To think that we
did not remember the backs of our buckles when we
always cleaned the backs of our badges, cap, even in
the old Bn. Never mind—we shall go one, perhaps
two, better next year. Well tried, Scotty and Co.
We were sorry to hear of Dapper Martin's mis
fortune and pleased to relate that, on application to
Maidstone, a donation was forwarded to Mr. Martin
without delay, from the funds so ably tended by Head
quarters. We were glad to hear that so many have
accepted our Dance date and I hope to report this in
my next issue of notes, so look out for your name.
We welcomed four new members at this meeting.
We seldom have a month go by without somebody
joining, and I was more than pleased to see George
Hooker, who spent more time among his beloved mules
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in India than he ever did in the Barrack Room. He still
is very lit and is a groundsman in Surrey. Come and
see us often, George. He, Messrs. Llewellyn, Jepson
and Page were given the usual hearty welcome into
Branch membership.
I spent most of the evening
yarning with Bert Merritt, George Hooker and Tom
Lawson, whom I was pleased to sec amongst us again.
Our cricket XI is taking shape, and all being well
we hope to have a coachload and several spectators
for our game with the P. & P. Maidstone Branch,
which should bring together quite a number of old
friends. We hope to field the following eleven, with
G. F. Johnson ( Johnno ") as captain: Messrs. C.
and H. Dumbrell, D. C. Bruce, E. Packman, J.
Saunders, A. Beauchamp, C. Maskell, T. Silk, R.
Blackman, and myself. We hope, with any luck, and
bowlers of the calibre of Alf Beauchamp and Dick
Blackham, to be able to have at least three innings each
during the afternoon, only one of which will be at the
bar! We look forward to a pleasant day, and, in
advance, tender our thanks to Major Robert Moss for
his kindness in allowing us the use of the Depot ground
for this most important fixture, the first in the history
of both branches.
Our thanks are due in very large lumps to Gladys
Harford again, who must spend more time working on
typing for the Branch than for her firm. Many, many
thanks from us all.
More next month.
"The Spider."
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HE first part of August was rather quiet, every
body taking advantage of a quiet damp holiday.
Our confidence on winning the ExServices'
Tennis Tournament for the Bossom Challenge Cup
came "unstuck" in our final match versus the R.A.S.C.
(Kent Companies) O.C. Association, who managed to
beat our team 2 points to 1, making our total for the
series 8 points, leaving the R.A.F. Association (Maid
stone Branch) winners with 10 points. However, we
are indeed grateful for the services of Lt.Col. C. E. P.
Craven, Majs. R. E. Moss and B. A. Pond in putting
up a good performance and obtaining " runnersup
position in the tournament.
We welcomed, and were indeed pleased to have at
our monthly meeting on the 15th the new Chairman of
the London Branch, Mr. Len Remfrey, who is a popular
figure among our Branch members. He had kindly
come along to "fix " the cricket match—of which I
shall say more later. Yet one more new member was
enrolled in none other than L/Cpl. (Sam) Weller, who
is now a firm fixture at the Regimental Depot.
What promised to be a rather damp and dull week
end turned out to be quite pleasant for our return fixture
with the Maidstone Branch of the Royal Naval Associa
tion at cricket. The exsoldiers and sailors (including
H.M. Royal Marines) of the two Branches seem to
have very much in common except skill at cricket, for
once again the Navy boys did the leather chasing. They
having won the toss, elected to bat on rather a dampish
wicket, since there had been a fair amount of rain the
previous day. We gained an early success with .Sedge
getting their No. 1 well caught by Weller for two in
his second over. Wickets fell steadily (as is usual when
we play the Navy) until the fall of the sixth wicket,
when their No. 8 arrived—he managed to stem the tide
and eventually carried his bat for a valiant 15 not out,
having seen the score go from 22 for G to 43 all out.
Sedge was in fine form with the ball and secured five
wickets for 11, Fred Farrington being the other danger
man with three wickets for four. With what looked to
be a fairish team on paper, our team opened their
innings confidently, but we soon found runs were not
coming as easily as expected, for Fred Grant was
bowled at seven and Ben Bray, after making a four
oil' the first ball lie received and two off the next, was
then subordinated and eventually bowled with the score
at 20. Jim Sergison followed and took the score steadily
along, but at 36 Sedge was caught, and Sergison, who
had three 4's in his total of 1G, went with the score
at 41. The fifth and sixth wickets fell with the scores
level. Could we make it? Yes, McCartney was there—
it was in the bag, but only just, for our next wickets fell
at 44, 47, 48, 48, which was our sum total. However,
we were all very pleased to have "duffed 'em up " once
again—what happened afterwards did not count. We
are indeed sorry, however, for Mr. Jim Pay (R.M.),
a popular member of the R.N.A., for the very nasty
crack he got on his thumb, which necessitated a visit
to the West Kent General Hospital. The usual social
evening followed at the Sgts.' Mess, and we must once
again say thank you to R.S.M. Hayley for kindly

granting us the use of the Mess lor these pleasant little
parties.
On the 31st August, as was arranged, we had
pleasure in entertaining many members from the
London Branch for an afternoon's cricket and social
in the evening. According to reports, it was voted as
a " good show " and a MUST for the future. Apart
from recording the scores from the records, I will not
say a lot, except we all feel the London Branch did
make a jolly good show under the circumstances. Most
of our chaps get the chance of a game most weeks,
whereas, a member of (he London Branch team, Tom
Silk, last played in Guernsey; Alf Beauchamp so long
ago cannot remember. It was interesting to find the
three brothers Dumbrell, Charlie, Harry and Norman,
all in action and still able to give good accounts of
themselves. Charlie Bruce skippered the London team,
which included Derek (his son) — makes you think,
don't it!
One other very welcome member of the
Association was there in Bill Medcalf (Ivanhoe) still
looking very fit, if stouter; and, of course, Harry Elson,
who has recently given up Chairmanship of the London
Branch, and their very charming ladies who came along
—seemed quite like old times, and we do hope we shall
be able to arrange a similar fixture again next year
earlier in the summer. Many took advantage to visit
the Regimental Museum, which was opened lor a short
while, to see the Victoria Cross won by the late L/Cpl.
John Harman, recently presented by his father on a
passingout parade.
SCORL SHEET
London Branch
C. W. Bruce (capt.) lbw b Latham
H. Dumbrell b Sedge
D. C. Bruce b Sedge
G. F. Johnson b Latham
T. Silk b Latham
C. Dumbrell b Sedge
E. Packman not out"
J. Saunders c Sergison
A. Beauchamp run out
.. H. Masked e Farrington
—. Davis c Sedge
Extras

7
3
1
7
6
8
17
5
5
1
1
8
G!)

Maidstone B ranch
J. T. Genn lbw b H. Dumbrell
W. A. Sedge b Johnson
D. Latham lbw b Johnson
N. Dumbrell b Beauchamp
C. W. Cannacott run out
J. A. L. Sergison st, b H. Dumbrell
F. Grant (capt.) st., b PI. Dumbrell
F. S. Farrington b Johnson
A. S. Weller run out
A. C. Waterman st, b C. Dumbrell
E. C. King not out
Extras

..

35
2
17
13
.3
0
1
5
1
2
1
7
87
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MARKVALUE

For Greenhouses, Sheds, and Poultry Houses.
All buildings fully sectional and of heavy
weight timber construction. Glass and putty
included. All firstclass technical jobs in
the widest range covering every need. Satis
faction is guaranteed because HALL'S are
the Largost Makers of Sectional Alltimber
Greenhouses, Sheds, Poultry Houses, etc.,
giving you the greatest pickandchoosc of
design and value.

SHEDS. GREEN HOUSES
GARAGES, POULTRY
HOUSES, AVIARIES etc
OF

LARGER

B U I L D I N G S ALSO

ALL

TYPES

SUPPLIED

WORTHING GLASSHOUSE

EASY HIRE PURCHASE TERMS
BUILDINGS of all types and sizes to suit every purse
WRITE for FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE to:—

ROBERT H. HALL & CO. (KENT) LTD.
44-46, PADDOCK WOOD, TONBRIDGE, KENT

;

Civil and Military Tailors
and Outfitters

J-LJf :!!0 '
ICr dyM-aJy

I

wf

i

>
% v f

I

i

97 New Bond Street, London, W.l
Telephone: Grosvenor 501678

Special Export Facilities
Our Representative will wait upon you where and
when you so desire, and at our premises every
courtesy and attention is assured to both old and
new customers
Emergency Service: Tailormade Uniforms to
1

individual measurements within 48 hours
Branches at
CAMBERLEY, ALDERSHOT, SALISBURY

:

CATTER1CK
Appointed Tailors to over fifty Regiments and Corps

1Ai ft| ^^^GRANT^
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Looking forward to the coming month for our
final fling for summer of 1952 before we hibernate lor
the winter.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monthly meeting—19th Sept., 7.45 p.m., Sgts.' Mess,
The Barracks.
R.A.F. Bottle of Britain Church Service at All Saints'
Church at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday, 21st Sept. All
members arc invited to attend. There will not be
a parade this year, but our Standard will be " On
parade."
Monthly Meeting—10th Oct., 7.45 p.m., Sgts.' Mess,
The Barracks. (Brought forward to second week
owing to Gettogether.)
SOCIAL GATHERING OF ALT. BRANCHES—20t.i
Oct., in Gynasium, The Barracks, from 7 p.m.
until 11.30 p.m. Similar function as for last year,
with Band Concert, etc. All members of the Asso
ciation are cordially invited. Light refreshments
will be provided. Branch Standards will be there.

TONBRIDGE

T

AND

TUNBRIDGE

WELLS

HE usual monthly meeting of the above Branch took
place at the T.A. Centre, Avebury Avenue, Ton
bridge, on Wednesday, August 20th. Probably owing
to the holiday season the attendance was somewhat smaller
than usual as several apologies were received from members
who were away from home, and for other reasons.
Practically all those present, however, had attended the
Annual Reunion at Maidstone and all expressed their
appreciation of another most enjoyable day and the very
excellent arrangements that had been made for the enter
tainment of the large crowd of members and their friends
who attended.

During the evening the Branch Committee met under
the chairmanship of Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie, and discussed
a lengthy agenda of business placed before them by; the
Secretary, Mr. T. LatterStapley. Amongst other items was
an. invitation to members to attend the Annual Dinner of
the London Branch. It was thought by all the Committee
that the Branch should be represented and it is hoped to
arrange for at least six members to be present. The Branch
has also been invited to take part in the " Battle of Britain "
parade and service being organized by the Tonbridge Branch
of the R.A.F. Old Comrades' Association. It was agreed
that the Branch Standard should be carried on the parade
and as many members as possible be asked to attend.
A somewhat lengthy discussion also took place on the
suggestion that had been made for the Branch to run a
joint dance with the R.A.F. Old Comrades' Association
during the autumn. A subcommittee from both units has
been appointed to arrange further details and the appro
priate date for the function has been fixed for Saturday,
November 1st.
A lastminute item was added to the agenda—the
national appeal on behalf of the victims of the tragic Lyn
mouth disaster. It was realized that the small resources of
the Branch would not permit of much assistance, but if was
felt by the Committee that a token of sympathy should be
made and it was decided to forward a subscription of
£2/2/0 from the funds.

ARMY

CADET

FORCE

The Colonel of the Regiment, Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver,
C.B., O.B.E., accompanied by Colonel A. A. E. Merlott
Chitty, D.S.O., County Commandant, visited the four Cadet
Battalions of the Queen's Own in Camp at St. Mary's Bay,
Capel, and at Dibgate, on 1st, 8th and 14th August.
The General also
_
also saw Royal Artillery
and Royal Engineer
Cadets from Kent, in
camp with their friends,
our 1st and 2nd Cadet
Bns. respectively.
All were delighted
to see him and his
friendliness and interest
have done much good.
It is not often that a
Maj.Gen. in best S.D.,
with highly . polished
leather, will trouble to
walk across the pebbles
of the Hythe ranges on
a hot day, just to meet
the butt p a r t y o f
cadets !
A
Our Cadets now,
thanks to the Colonel
of the Regiment, fejel
that they belong to the
Regt., and can count
on the help of the
Past and Present Ass'p.
Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver. ( B . O.B.E., watching a squ ad of Army Cadets during
his inspection of their c;amp.
Photo, Kent Messenger

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

The King's African Rifles

N

INETEENFIFTYTWO is the fiftieth anniversary
of the formation of majority of the Bns. of the
King's African Rifles, and in honour of the event
 celebrations will take place in all the Colonies from which
the K.A.R. are recruited. In Nairobi, the capital of Kenya,
the Kenya Bns. will Troop the Colour on the last day of
the annual show of the Royal Agricultural Society of
Kenya.
The Show will bring a large number of white settlers
and Africans to Nairobi from all parts of the Colony. They
will see the Troop and will doubtless revive memories of the
happy days they spent in the Regiment. The King's African
Rifles is their Regiment. Most of the settlers have served
in the K.A.R. in one or both of the World Wars and are
immensely proud of the achievements of the Regiment and
the Askari whom they had the honour to command.
The King's African Rifles are recruited from the
warrior tribes of Kenya, Uganda, Nyasaland and Tan
ganyika, and at the present time there are nine Bns., four
from Kenya, one from Uganda, two from Nyasaland and
two from Tanganyika. In addition there is one bn. of The
Northern Rhodesian Regiment which is generally regarded
as part of the K.A.R. In December last two bns. were sent
to Malaya; one from Kenya and one from Nyasaland and
two new bns. were formed to take their places. In addition
to the bns. there are one Armoured Car Squadron, one
H.A.A. Battery and various Royal Signal, R.A.S.C.,
R.A.O.C., R.A.M.C. and R.E.M.E. units for which men
from all Colonies are recruited.
Warrior tribes in all the Colonies are plentiful but
widely dispersed in the sandy waterless areas where living
is dangerous and hard work. A large number of these
tribes are nomadic, moving over hundreds of miles in search
of grazing and water for their herds of cattle. Only a few
years ago their favourite pastime was cattle raiding from
their neighbouring tribes, and inter tribal wars were
common. In those days the K.A.R. was dispersed by com
panies and platoons hundreds of miles apart and one of
their tasks, assisted by the Colony and Tribal Police, was
to keep the peace between the tribes. Cattle raiding still
occurs but not so often as in the past; raiding parties are
more easily discovered and modern methods of communica
tion and transport have made it more easy to catch up with
them. Nowadays, therefore, dispersion is not so necessary.
News of raids is obtained quickly and troops can be sent
to the affected area in a short time. Consequently K.A.R.
bns. are now concentrated in permanent stations and are
able to train as units in cooperation with other arms and
the R.A.F.
These are the tribes from which the K.A.R. gets recruits.
Good material, alert with a considerable knowledge of field
craft and men who have learnt that life is not easy. They
are simple souls, very ready to be friendly, cheerful with a
keen sense of humour, and thoroughly devoted to their
officers and British N.C.Os. They are all volunteers,
anxious to learn and readily make good soldiers. There is
never any difficulty in obtaining recruits. Recruiting parties
go out into the tribal areas every quarter, where they invari
ably find as many as two hundred prospective recruits
waiting to fill as few as ten vacancies.
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Recruits when brought in go straight to the East African
Training Centre or the Depots at Lusaka and Zomba, where
in six months they do their basic training. At the E.A.T.C.
or the Depot they are " badged " for the Bn. of the K.A.R.
to which they will eventually be posted. K.A.R. bns. are
therefore able to take an interest in their recruits from the
day they join the Army.
Battalions of the K.A.R. are maintained primarily for
Internal Security duties and are on a lower establishment
of approx. 21 officers, 16 B.N.C.O.s and 590 African other
ranks. In any future war, as in the past, it is likely that
they, together with their brothers from West Africa, will
be the first Commonwealth troops to go into action. It is
likely that there will be rapid expansion and peacetime
training is organised mainly with that object in view. Nearly
one hundred per cent of the men when they join are illiterate
and consequently it is no easy task to train specialists
required to read and write English and to operate present
day instruments and equipment. Nevertheless, these men,
" straight off the tree," are taugh to be signallers, radar
operators, H.A.A. gun numbers, driver operators, R.E.M.E.
craftsmen and all the other trades which go to make up the
modern army, and all, of course, do their basic training as
infantry men.
It can be seen from the small European establishment
in a bn. and from the lack of education of the Askari that
each officer and B.N.C.O. must have a full time job not only
in training but also in administration. Each unit has a
small establishment of clerks (Asian and African), but these
are not highly paid and in some cases not very efficient. It
is not possible, as in a British unit, to get a temporary clerk
from the men in the company. One cannot post a notice
on the Coy. notice board for few Askari could read it.
All detail has therefore to be given out verbally. Thus the
bulk of the clerical work in a subunit, and all the smaller
jobs which could be done by junior N.C.O.s in a British
unit, fall on the European. There is plenty for him to do!
All the permanent stations are pleasant and in Nanyuki
(Kenya) the K.A.R. has the best peacetime station in the
world. Other K.A.R. Bns. are stationed in Jinja (Uganda),
Nairobi, Lusaka (Northern Rhodesia), Zomba (Nyasaland),
Daressalaam (Tanganyika) and Mauritius. In most of these
stations there is adequate room for training and plenty to
do in one's spare time. In Nanyuki there are two canton
ments in which two Bns., the Armoured Car Squadron, the
H.A.A. Battery, a Station Hospital, and a Station Workshop
are accommodated. Nanyuki is a small town on the South
West slopes of Mount Kenya and stands at a height of
about 6,500 feet on the equator.
The countryside round
about is covered with settler's farms of varying sizes, and,
as mentioned earlier in this article, most of the settlers have
been in the K.A.R. They are most hospitable and their
farms and rivers are open to officers and B.N.C.O.s whom
they know for shooting, riding and fishing.
Numerous
rivers flow down from the mountain and all contain either
brown or rainbow trout. A large amount of water is private
but there is ample public water for all the fishing one wants
to do. Birds are plentiful; guinea fowl and all kinds of
francolin. A normal bag for two guns in an hour's walking
up before dark is about five brace.
The Battery has started a saddle club and cheap polo
is available for all ranks; one can play about twentyfour
chukkas a month for just over £2; surely the cheapest polo
in the world! One can buy a green countrybred pony
for training from about £25, but it is not essential to do this
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at the outset as the Saddle Club always has good ponies
for hire, and the members of the local club are most
generous in lending their ponies.
Seventy miles away in the Northern Frontier Province
the Garrison has its mortar, gun and field firing ranges just
on the edge of the Marsabit Game Reserve. In the Reserve
one can see every kind of animal from rhino, lion, elephant
and buffalo to the smallest kind of buck. Game Wardens
are always willing to take one out shooting (if one has the
necessary licence), watching or photographing game.
Of course every K.A.R. station does not offer all these
amenities, but in every one one can get something and there
is always plenty to see and to do. What a life? Surely
there are few stations to which we can be. sent in these days
where we can get as much fun!
There are, however, a few disadvantages which arc
common to most stations to which wc might be sent. For
the married officer and B.N.C.O. quarters are scarce; never

theless, in some stations accommodation can be found
privately or in hotels. For the officer or B.N.C.O. who does
not care for any of the sports and pastimes described there
is little else to amuse him in his spare time. There are few
public cinemas, bright lights or the other amenities that go
with them. For the wives the shops are not so attractive
as at home, except in Nairobi or any of the other larger
towns.
To sum up. This is a soldier's life—plenty of work
worth while doing with splendid men, and plenty of fun
with that spice of risk which makes it all the more enjoy
able. The type of officer and B.N.C.O. we require out here
is the one who can do a little more than his fair share of
work and who can take advantage of all the amenities which
arc offered. A grand life and training for the young regular
officer or B.N.C.O. If you feel inclined to "have a go,"
lake a look at A.C.I. 52/49.
E.W.D.W.

THREE MEN AND THEIR DOGS IN MALAYA
MAIDSTONE SCHOOL CHUMS MEET ON A COURSE
they arrived, they met Wallace, who had arrived with
HREE boys from the Maidstone area never thought
the Bn. in March.
that the day would come when they would all be
Wallace, a Regular soldier, joined the Army in July,
together in the Army and doing the same job. But
1949, and after training with The Buffs (The East Kent
just that has happened.
Regiment) was posted to the 1st Bn., The East Surrey
They are: Pte. Alan Norman, of 18, Council Cottages,
Regiment, at Barnard Castle.
Pratling Street, Aylesford; Arthur Stevens, of 19, Brenchley
He joined The Royal West Kents in November, 1950,
Road, Tovil, Maidstone; and Brian Wallace, of 67. Quarry
and was a member of one of the first drafts to arrive at
Road, Tovil.
Shorncliffe for the reforming of The Royal West Kents.
All three are dog handlers with the 1st Bn., The
He is due for release in 1954, when he intends to get
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, in Malaya.
married.
Their job sounds nice and cosy. But it is not so
Before he became a dog handler, he was in the Machine
easy ! They are dealing with dogs who, although they
Gun Platoon of Support Coy.
have proved themselves good pals to their handlers, will
Stevens, a scaffolder in civilian life, was with " C"
tear the throat out of anyone who lifts a weapon to them.
Coy., and Norman with " D " Coy. before they went on
When the dogs go on patrol their handlers go with
the dog handlers' course at Singapore.
them and are responsible for their safety and welfare.
EXPERIMENT
AT THE SAME SCHOOL
Patrolling with dogs as trackers is still in the experi
Arthur Stevens and Brian Wallace were educated at
mental stage in Malaya, and these dogs with The Royal
the same school—South Borough Secondary Boys' .School
West Kents are gradually getting used to the climate and
—and their homes are only 100 yards apart.
their new life.
Norman and Stevens both joined the Army in February
When they are declared fit for operations, the handlers,
last year, and actually did their training together before
will take them with them to their Coys.
going out to Malaya on the same boat in July, 1951. When

T

ACKER, BEANO AND
DAWN with their
handlers, Ptes. Alan
Norman, Arthur
Stevens and B r i a n
Wallace.

THE
QUEEN'S OWN

PAST <& PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

FOUNDED

JULY 1911
PATRON:

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OP KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT:

MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B.. O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN:

COLONEL W. V. PALMER
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER:

LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES:

BRANCH
Bromley

CHAIRMAN
Mr. S. G. Lewis

DETAIL OP MEETINGS
SECRETARY
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m.. United
Mr. A. Smith,
Service Club, Bromley.
12, Gladwell Road, Bromley, Kent.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
Chatham
Mr. L. W. Davison .. Mr. J. E. Wright,
Hall. Boundary Road, Chatham.
"Royson" 43, Blaker Avenue, Rochester.
Second Friday of each month, at The
C a t f o r d & D i s t r i c t .. Mr. S. J. Terry
Mr. S. Knight,
215, Ridge Road, Sutton, Surrey.
"Prince of Wales," Perry Rise, Forest
Hill. S.E. 23.
D e p t f o r d & D i s t r i o t Mr. A. H. Fifield
Mr. J. W. Reed,
At " Brown Bear," High Street, Deptford,
55, Barthon Street, Deptford, S.E.8.
S.E.8. Last Saturday, each month.
Gravesend
Mr. A. Wood
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
61, Kings Drive, Gravesend.
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
Guernsey
Maj. R. H. Thatcher Mr. E. Godfrey, 3, Cordier Hill, St. Peter
First Monday of each month.
Port.
London
Mr. L. Remfry
Mr. W. A. Cole,
Last Friday each month, at " The Cran
23, Hertford Street. London, W.l
bourn," 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane.
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Mr. H. Carman
Maidstone
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
The Barracks, Maidstone.
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Sevenoaks
Mr. C. Culver,
2, Vine Court Rd., Sevenoaks, Kent.
Shornoliffe
LtCol. I. R. Lovell, Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Fourth Friday of each month, 7.30 p.m..
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
" FleurdeLys," High Street. Sandgate.
Tonbridge &
Major N. S. C.
Mr. T. Latter Stapley,
Third Friday of each month. T.A. Centre,
Tunbridge Wells
Elmslie.
27, Shakespeare Road, Tonbridge.
Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
6th Battalion
Lt.Col. G. K.
Mr. c. Sayers,
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel.
Defrates, D.S.O.. M.C.
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington
Bromley.
7th Battalion
Mr. E. Goodman
Mr. E. Hills.
Alternately London and Gravesend annually.
4, St. Aidan's Way, Gravesend.
1st Saturday in April.
8th Battalion
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
23, Morton Gardens, Wallington, Surrey.
10th B a t t a l i o n
Mr. Stanford,
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
11th Battalion
Mr. A. E. Grant
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
6, Bramley Way, West Wickham.
20th (London) .
Mr. J. Mingay
Mr. P. W. Sales,
Meeting first
Tuesday each month, Holly
16. Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.
Hedge House, Blackheath.

Additional

Member:

Mr. M. R. Audsley, M.S.M, 54, Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are:
Life Membersnip: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/, Other Ranks 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist'those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association
All communications should

Badges are

available a t a cost of 2/ to Life Members.

be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

ROOTES GROUP ENCIRCLES THE WORLDSALES AND SERVIGE IN 119 COUNTRIES
FIFTYTWO years ago tlxe future Rootes

been achieved by strict adherence to high

Group Organisation came into being at

standards

Hawkhurst in Kent.

Today, it encircles

service—a policy that has made Rootes

This great enterprise controls

Group cars and trucks known and trusted

the world.

of

production plants exceeding 5,000,000 square

throughout

feet in Britain alone.

performance

This success has

precisionengineering
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and
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THE REED PAPER GROUP

Wood pulp from Finland is unloaded at Aylesford Paper Mills.
This pulp is the raw material of paper.

THE REED PAPER GROUP includes:

AYLESFORD PAPER MILLS
TOVIL MILLS
THE LONDON PAPER MILLS CO. LTD.
THE MEDWAY CORRUGATED PAPER CO. LTD.
MEDWAY PAPER SACKS LTD.
BROOKGATE INDUSTRIES LTD.
THE SOUTHERN PAPER STOCK CO. LTD.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt."
The White Horse of

The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."

Kent with the motto " Invicta."

"Vimiera," " Corunna," " Almarez," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " Punniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwai," " Sobraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 1884-85," "South Africa, 1900-02," "Afghanistan, 1019."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" Mons," " Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," " Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
" Messines, 1914, '17," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg," "Loos,"
" Somme, 1910, *18," "Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " Flers-Courcelette,"
" Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," " Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18" "Arras, 1917 '18," " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917,"
" Oppy," " Pilckem," " Langemarck. 1917," " Menin Road," " Polygon Wood," " Broodseinde," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai.
1917, '18," " St. Quentin," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux," " Lys," " Hazebrouck," " Kemmel," " Amiens," " Bapaume.
1918," " Hlndenburg Line," " Epehy," " Canal du Nord," " St. Quentin Canal," " Courtrai," " Selle," " Sambre," " Prance and
Flanders, 1914-18," "Italy, 1917-18," " Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumani," "Egypt.
1915-16," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine. 1917-18," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" Sharqat," " Mesopotamia, 1915-18."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record Office—Warwick.
Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The Carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment (M.G.)
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces:
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions:
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
Malaya.
4/5th Bn. (T.A.)

Tonbridge.

Colonel-in-Chief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, Major-General W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major R. E. Moss.

" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:—
Officers, 9/- per annum, post free; Other Ranks, 5/- per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with a
Unit of the Regiment, should address their MSS. to the Sub-Editor of the Battalion with which they are serving; otherwise
direct to the Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone. The Editor cannot undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite request
is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of address.

THE

QUEEN'S

OWN

ROYAL

WEST

KENT

REGIMENT

Colonel-in-Chief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: Major-Genoral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANT-COLONELS
Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B.. M.C.
Talbot, D. E. B., D.S.O., M.C.
Martyn, A., O.B.E.

Appointments
R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
(T/Col.), A.A.G., War Office.
A.Q.M.G., G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
MAJORS

Booth-Tucker, J. M. D.
Heygate, E. S., M.C.
Andrews, D. H.. M.C.
Jackson, L. F. W.
Elliott, G. G.. D.S.O.
Brooke, H. J. S., O.B.E.
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O., M.C.
Fawcett, G. P.
Spurr, E. C
Stoneham, B. J. S.
Keenlyside, C. H.
Moss, R. E.
Fyler, A. R.
Buckle, P. C. M. ..
Flint, A. J. M.. M.B.E.
Crook, P. E., O.B.E.
Read, M. R„ M.C.
Butler, R.. M.B.E., M.C.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L.. M.C.
Jackson, D. W.
Thomas R. C. W„ O.B.E
Bailey, J. D. B.
Archer, M. G. M.. M.C.
Rickcord, M. B.
Turner, P. R. H.
Dowse, R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H.
Faulkner, D. O.
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring H. B. H.

(T/Lt.-Col.), Comd. 321 E.A. Lab. Gp.
H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
T/Lt.-Col., O.C. 3rd Nigeria Regt.
(TI Lt.-Col.) Comd. 4/5 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.-Col.) Comd. I/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.-Col.) A.A.G., War Office.
(T/Lt.-Col.), Comd. N.R.T.C., Zaria.
M.S. Branch, G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Permanent President, C.M., H.C.D.
2 i/c 2 (N.Y.) Bn., K.A.R.
O.C., Depot.
(T/Lt.-Col.) A.Q.M.G., H.Q.,
Land Forces, Hong Kong.
2 i/c IIR.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
M.A. to C-in-C F.A.R.E.L.F.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Bde. Adj., H.C. Bde.
G.S. (W.) 1, War Office.
G 2, Joint Intel. Staff, W.O.
(T/Lt.-Col.), H.Q., B.T.E.
G.S.O. II (Ops.), Commonwealth Div.
Melbourne, Australia.
G.S.O. 2, M.E.L.F., 17.
M.E. Centre, for Arab Studies. Inst., R.M.A., Sandhurst.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
G.S.O. 2 (Air) H.Q., Malaya.
1 /R.W.K.
51 Ind. Inf. Bde.
1/R.W.K.
CAPTAINS

Eason, J. A.. T.D.
Brock, J. H„ T.D.
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth. G. U., M.B.E
Dover, V., M.C. . .
Clarke, H. W.
Willis, C. F., T.D.
Roper, I. H.. M.C.
Monckton, D., M.C.. T.D
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A. . .
Woodman, E. G., M.C., .
Hunting, K. M.
Burke, R. A.. M.C.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmillan, H. A.
Blum, D. E.
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.
Abplanalp, V. C.
Osborne. E. C. S.
Shearburn. S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.

G.I 11, Northern Comd.
(T/Maj.), Mons Offr. Cadet School.
H.Q., 27 Inf. Bde.
T/Maj., 1 /R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.0.-24 Inf. Bde.
G 2, British Forces, Hong Kong.
(T/Major), 1/R.W.K.
2/3(K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
Staff College, Camberley.
T/Maj., 1/R.W.K.
Adjt. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt.,
T.A.
1/R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
G.S.O. II (Inf.) H.Q., B.A.O.R.
G.S.O. Ill Soumaldist.
O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
Adjt., 1/R.W.K.
Boys' Bn., Tuxford Camp.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
Depot Holdee.
Adjt., 4/5 R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
1/R.W.K.
H.Q. Inf. Bde., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Staff Capt., Kuala Lumpur Garr.
G.3, H.Q., Malaya.
LIEUTENANTS

Clarke, C. S.
Campbell, D. P. I
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K. ..
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R.
Scouller, J. A.
Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P.
Stock, P. R.
Leigh, P. S.
Howlett, G. H. W., M.C.

Airborne Forces Depot.
(T/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
S.C., Soumaldist.
(T/Capt.), 1 ./R.W.K.
T/Capt., Depot, awtg appt.
T/Capt.. 1/R.W.K.
Adjt., Depot.
Malayan Basic T.C.
Depot.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
2nd LIEUTENANTS

Craven, C. E.
Neve, R. W.

Malav Basic T.C.
1/R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTERS

Pond, B. A., M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E.. M.M.
Blake, A. G., M.B.E.

(Maj.) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
(Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS

Appointments
(T/Lt.-Col.) D.P.M. (S.I.B.) G.H.O.
M.E.L.F.
A.D.P.R., M.E.L.F.

Names
Thrift. K. G., O.B.E.
Allen, R. H. 0.. M.C.. T.D.

CAPTAINS
Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S.
Russell, H. C., M.C.. D.C M.
Marsh, H. W.
De Havilland, V.
Miller, D. S.
Douris, I. A.
Bell, T. D.
Desmond, M. F.
Mugford, N. D.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Brooks-Harrington, E.
Mannering, L. A.
Huckle, G. S.
Gibbons, A.
Mott, D. H„ M.M
Jones, F. J.
Duffield, G.
Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, A. P.
McDowell, P. B.
Ellwood, K. S.
Allberry, R. F.
Beaumont, S. H.
Dinsdale, J. W.

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Regt.
P. & E.E. Pendine.
2/3 (K.), K.A.R., East Africa.
Adjt. Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin.
H.Q., S.P.S.
Depot Holdee.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
On Sick List.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
H.Q. Northern Command.
Ass. Camp Comdt., B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
20, Families Camp, Dover.
T.A.F., B.A.O.R.
H.Q. Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
14 Bn. R.A.O.C.
(T./Maj.) A.S.P.T.
T/Capt., A.P.I.U. (U.K.).

W.

LIEUTENANTS
Davis, B. A.
Allen, W. D.
Marshall, E. J.
Whitewood, V. F.
Crump, E. D.
Gray, M. H.
Wood, W. R.
Elwell, H. C.
Hatt, P. R. ..
Thatcher, F. W.
Woolstencroft, D. H.

Depot Holdee.
T/Capt., 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
5/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(2/Lt.) att. East Surrey Regt.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1 R.W.K.
6th (TT) Bn. K.A.R.
Depot Holdee.
Depot Holdee.
QUARTERMASTERS

Watts, A. E., M.B.E., T.D.
Cook, E. S
Hunt, W. G.
..
..

..
..

4/5th

Camp Commdt., H.C.D.
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
4th Bn. Malay Regt.

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash, W., M.B.E., T.D.
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Jackson, L. F. W.

Comd., 4/5 R.W.K.
MAJORS

Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Coombes, A. H., f.D.
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Stocker, J. D., M.C., T.D.

Coath, T. C.
Cocksedge, R. E. C.
Bobby, J.
CAPTAINS

Blum, D. E„ Adjt.
Ford, A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.
LIEUTENANTS

Calver-Jones, J.
Hall, P. R.
Newman, B. J.
Pennells, H. D. A.
Lovell, F. W.
McCormack, J. D.

Nash, W. M. K.
Waters, B. C. H.
Duggan, H. R.
Ogilvie, J. B.
Clemence, .M. J.
Reoch, D. C. D.
QUARTERMASTER

Blake, A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.

National Service Officers
Maclay, J. N. (Lt.).
Hatwell, A. B. a/Lt.
Taggart, M. (a/Lt.)
Robson, T. R. J. 'a/Lt.).
Bracewell-Milnes, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Ferguson, H. A. L. (2/Lt.).
Snell, H. B. (a/Lt.)

Hawkins, H. C. A. (Lt.).
Evans, C. M. (a/Lt.)
White, D. R. (2/Lt.).
Thwaites, N. C. (a/Lt.)
Coleman, J. S. (a/Lt.)
Fry, R. A. (a/Lt.)
Curry, A. J. (2/Lt.).
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~E6itorial
VISIT OF HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUCHESS OF KENT TO MALAYA
The following telegrams were exchanged between the ColonelinChief and the Colonel of
the Regiment on the occasion of the visit of Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent to the
1st Battalion in Malaya :—
The following personal for General Oliver, H.Q., Eastern Command, from H.R.ll. The
Duchess of Kent :

I feel sure you will be interested to hear of my visit to my Regiment yesterday. It will
remain a memorable occasion for me, I was deeply impressed with all I saw and it was a
moving experience to he amongst the men of my Battalion 011 active service.
The parade was splendid and I fell proud to be their ColonelinChief.
Please tell their relatives that they are in fine spirit and looking well.
MARINA, ColonelinChief.
Personal for II.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, from MajorGeneral Oliver, Colonel of The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment :

MajorGeneral Oliver thanks Iier Royal Highness for her kind telegram on the
occasion of the visit to Her Regiment. He will ensure that Her Royal Highness's wishes
in respect of' their relatives are carried out. He knows how much Her Regiment
appreciates this visit and that of His Royal Highness to them on active operations with
all the hazards involved.
The Regiment will remember this as a milestone in their history.

H

ER Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent, our Colonelin-Chief, is now in Malaya with her son, the Duke of
Kent. The Colonel of the Regiment was present among a
number of high officials who went to London Airport to
bid her farewell.
We hope to be able to publish a full account of Her
Royal Highness's visit to the 1st Bn. next month.
*

*

*

*

We understand that the 1st Bn. will be leaving Malaya
for the United Kingdom about March, 1954.
*

*

*

*

Recently we were asked to find out what " comforts
the 1st Bn. would like most. We were very surprised to
hear that there are a number of men serving in the Bn.
who rarely, if ever, receive a letter If these notes should,
by any chance, reach the relatives or friends of any men
serving with the 1st Bn. in Malaya, please make sure that
he at least receives a letter from you for Christmas.

The Regimental Christmas Cards have arrived and been
despatched to those who have ordered them There is a
limited number left over.
We have a few Regimental Car Badges still in stock.
Anyone wishing to obtain one should forward a cheque
or Postal Order to the Editor for 30/6.
*

*

*

*

The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the
following Journals:—
The Dragon;
The Tank;
The Sapper;
The Snapper;
St. George's Gazette;
The R.A.O.C. Journal;
The Manchester Gazette;
The R.A.S.C. Journal;
The Royal Engineers' Journal;
The Rousillian Gazette;
Ca Ira.
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Social and Personal
VISITORS

T

HE following visited Regimental Headquarters and
signed the Colonel of the Regiment's calling book
during the past month.
Capt. G. W. Dullield, who is employed at 20 Families'
Camp, Dover;
M. G. T. Hicks, Esq., on return from Lusaka, E. Africa;
Lt.-Gen. Sir George W. E. J. Erskine, K.B.E., C.B.,
D.S.O., General Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
Eastern Command, on his inspection of the Regi
mental Depot;
Brig. N. I. Whitty, prior to return to his home in
Southern Rhodesia;
Capt. R. Allberry—social visit;
Col. D. E. B. Talbot—social visit;
Lt.-Col. A. Howe—social visit.
*

*

*

*

Maj. W. C. D. Crumplin, writing from H.Q., 24 Inf.
Bde., says, " We are just about to enter the last hectic
month's training with the U.S. Forces here, otherwise the
busiest part of the year has gone. Since March the locals
have been quiescent, for which all here have been grateful."
In another letter he states : "Ihave just returned from
a fortnight's leave in Austria, during the course of which
we saw Colonel Basil Clay for a short while."
*

*

*

- *

Colonel B. L. Clay informs us that he has just got
back from a tour of B.A.O.R. and B.T.E. (19th Sept.).
He writes : " In Austria I was very glad indeed to find
Meaburn Fry staying at the same hotel and we spent a lot
of time together. Meaburn was about to leave Austria
on transfer to Tripoli. While on embarkation leave in
U.K. he hoped to pay a visit to the Depot.
"I also met Crumplin and his family at the Golf Hotel,
Dellach, where they were spending a short leave from
Trieste. They were all looking very fit and enjoying the
cool weather in Austria, after a very hot summer in Trieste.
" Joe Parry was also on leave in Austria and I saw him
for a few minutes when he dropped in at the Golf Hotel.
" One of the units I visited in B.T.A. was the British
Military Hospital, Klagenfurt, where I found Lt.-Col.
M. F. H. Kelleher was the Commanding Officer. Those
who served with the 2nd Bn. in Haifa, 1938-39, will
remember Kelleher, who was our very popular Medical
Officer and won his Military Cross while with the Bn. on
operations against the Arabs. He was in very good form
and we had a long chat about the officers and other ranks
of the Regiment he used to know.
" At Bad Oeynhausen I met ' Bosun ' Pulverman, who
was on a visit to Headquarters, B.A.O.R. He is very
pleased at his son, Timothy, being an Under Officer at
Sandhurst.
"I retire from the Army on the 13th October, 1952,
but have been asked to stay on in my present appointment
as A.A.G. Officers' Documentation Office, as a Retired
Officer, Grade I, so if any members of the Regiment visit
Stanmore, I hope they will look me up in Room F.13.
" (You may be amused to hear that the War Office
nickname for Re-employed Officers is 1 Retreads.') "

We regret to record that Mr. A. E. Orchard has been
very ill for some time now and is suffering from a form of
partial paralysis.
Maj. S. E. Brooks (Sammy), too, is ill in Guernsey.
We offer our sincere sympathy and wish them a speedy
recovery.
*

*

*

*

Maj. R. K. Dowse, who is Commanding No. 3 (Adv.
Trg.) Coy., Home Counties Brigade Depot, Canterbury,
informs us that we have 42 entrants (against only ten of the
next Coy.) in the H.C.B.D. novices' boxing competition.
We wish his competitors the best of luck (or should we say,
skill) in their fights.
*

*

*

*

Ex-C.S.M. L. C. Watkins tells us that he has relinqushed
his appointment as Postmaster and Grocer at Farnborough,
Kent, and now resides at " Leondor," Lower Sands Estate,
Dymchurch.
*

*

*

*

Lt.-Col. Harold Scott, at Bucknowle House, near Wareham, informs us that, " Lt.-Col. Macklin was down here last
week ' caravanning' with his family. All in splendid form."

--

REGIMENTAL

MUSEUM

T

HE Museum continues to prove an attraction to our old
soldiers and a source of instruction to our young ones.
On " passing-out" days the young National Servicemen
proudly conduct their parents around the exhibits and
evince a sense of " esprit de corps " in doing so.
We offer special thanks to Lt.-Col. Walter Styles for
a khaki drill uniform and a pair of breeches, and also for
two much needed dummies to display uniforms. The latter
are two good looking young men whom we hope to clothe
and equip soon and place them on parade in the uniform
bay.
A distinguished visitor to the Museum on Wednesday,
24th September, was the G.O.C., Eastern Command, Gen.
Sir George E. J. Erskine, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., whom we
hope to see again when he will have more time at his dis
posal to view the exhibits in detail.
Our grateful thanks are due to the following for their
kind gifts :—
Lt.-Col. F. Peter, D.S.O., M.C.—four volumes on the
Boer War.
Capt. H. P. Johnson—eight Nazi medals, 1939-45.
Anon., ex-Loyal N. Lanes.—badge of 97th Foot found
in a ploughed field in Leigh, Lanes. (The 97th
were stationed in Leigh in 1837.)
Lt.-Col. C. E. P. Craven, O.B.E.—one pair of overalls.
Mrs. Stopford—German helmet, entrenching tool, gas
masks, gun-sight and shell case.
Mr. J. Sergison—book, ribbons and medals.
Mr. M. C. Harman—film by Gaumont British Films,
" Father hands over son's V.C."
Maj. P. F. Wilberforce-Bell, M.C.—map, " The action
near Corunna, January 16th, 1809."
Mr. S. Knight—Proclamation by F.M. Sir Douglas
Haig on the occasion of the troops' entry into the
Rhineland, 1918.

WANTED

Relics of the 50th Regiment during the New Zealand
Campaign, 1860-66.
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H.R.H. THE DUCHESS OF KENT'S
VISIT TO MALAYA
The Duchess of Kent and her son, the Duke of
Kent, arrived at Bahrein yesterday on their way by
air to Singapore by way of Karachi and Colombo.
The Duchess of Kent had left England cn Satur
day. She was accompanied to London Airport by
her sister. Princess Olga, and among those present to
bid her farewell were Sir Thomas Lloyd. Permanent
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. J. D.
Higham, Head of the Soulh-East Asia Department of
the Colonial Office, Mr. D. Sturrock, Trade Com
missioner at Malaya House, Mr. E. G. A. Grimwood,
Director of the Hong Kong Government Office in
London, Rear-Admiral Sir Arthur Bromley, of the
Commonwealth Relations Office, the Duke and
Duchess of Norfolk, Sir Miles Thomas, Chairman of
B.A.O.C., Mr. Whitney Straight, Deputy Chairman,
and Maj.-Gen. W. P. Oliver, Colonel of The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, of which the
Duchess of Kent is Colonel-in-Chief, and of which
the 1st Bn. is serving in Malaya.
The Duchess arrived on Saturday night at
Nicosia. She was met at the airfield by the Governor
of Cyprus, Sir Andrew Wright, and Lady Wright, and
by senior officials.
They drove immediately to
Government House, and remained there for the night.
(Reprinted from "The Times.")

ARMY

CADET

FORCE

K

ENT shot well in the Home Counties Divisional
A.C.F. Shoot by 30 teams at Hythe. on 14th
September, getting first, second and seventh out of the
first eight places, all Kent 17 teams being in the first
24. The 2nd A.C.F., R.W.K., git sixth place and 4th
A.C.F., R.W.K., which made a great effort and entered
five teams, got eighth.
Lean on your chin-straps, " Queen's Own," and
next year beat Kent R.A., R.E., and 2 A.C.F., Buffs,
as well as Sussex Cadets.
Maj. R. E. Moss very kindly allowed the A.C.F. Band
Competition to be held in the Depot on 28th September.
The R.E.A.C.F. Band, which played at Olympia, showed a
very high standard and won easily, but 4 A.C.F., R.W.K.,
were second and played remarkably well after only 16
week's instruction. The bass drummer had slogged a drum
for the first time two days before. A brave effort—and he
did well.

FORTHCOMING
1952
November
8th
November
8th
November 15th
1953
May 22nd
July 15th
July 19th

EVENTS

11th (LEWISHAM) BN. DINNER.
6th BN. DINNER.
2nd BN. SIGNAL PLATOON REUNION,
LONDON.
REGIMENTAL DINNER AND " AT HOME."
MAIDSTONE CRICKET WEEK.
REUNION (subject to confirmation).

Kent Messenger Photograph.

PROMOTIONS

AND

APPOINTMENTS

Extracts from London Gazette
TERRITORIAL ARMY

2nd Lt. D. C. D. Reoch (415309) is granted the actg. rank
of Lt., 1st September, 1952.
Capt. F. J. Bobby (186169), to be Maj., 17th May, 1952.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

2/Lt. D. R. White (412619) is granted the actg. rank of
Lt., 17th April, 1952.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

Maj. C. W. L. Bird (100640), from Active List, to be Maj.,
17th May, 1952, retaining his present seniority.
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LETTERS

TO

THE

EDITOR

70, Upper Studley,
Wootton Bassett, Wilts.
Monday, 4th August, 1952.

Dear Sir,
This is, perhaps, a most unusual request, but I trust
that you may be able to assist me.
Recently, I have re-visited the village in Germany,
which was the Bn. H.Q. of the 2nd Bn., Q.O.R.W.K. Regt.,
from February, 1946, to June, 1946.
Having long since been demobilised T have lost con
tact with all but one of my soldier friends, so I'm afraid
I can get no help from that direction, so therefore, I was
wondering if you could help.
A German who was no more than a boy, when we were
there, would like to send personal thanks to Pte. Bevan,
who was, at that time in the H.Q. Coy., in the Stores. So
I thought that perhaps you would know his address, and
could pass it on to me.
I can confirm that Pte. Bevan did exist, because 1 was
in Bn. H.Q., with the Int. Section at that time.
If you could help, I'm sure it would be greatly
appreciated. So thanking you in advance, for what you
may be able to do, I am—
Yours truly,
H. F. Tanner.
(Ex-14988355, L/Cpl. Tanner).

24th September, 1952.

Dear Sir,
In the report in the July issue of the " Gazette " of the
Catford Branch dinner, it was stated that during the course
of my remarks 1 said that " The Queen's Own " followed
" The Buffs " in starting a Past and Present Association.
This was a case of mis-reporting. 1 did not make any
such statement nor did I, in fact, make any reference to
the formation (dates or otherwise) of the two Associations.
However, in the September issue a correction has been
made, but not, as I would have hoped, that the original
report was erroneous but that " The Queen's Own " was
not formed after " The Buffs," as it was in existence in
1910. If I may so express it, the correction implies that
the statement which I did not make was wrong.
May I say that the gist of my remarks was that in 1926
I was present at the inaugural meeting of the London
Branch of " The Buffs' " P and P. Association, and that the
formation of that branch was followed by the formation
throughout the county of branches of the Associations of
both of our county Regiments. I went on to say that, to me,
the wheel had turned full circle, as 26 years later (i.e., the
occasion of the Branch Dinner), I was privileged to be a
guest of the comparatively recently formed Catford Branch
and that to me there was a direct connection between the
two events. I concluded by remarking upon how valuable
the branches had proved to the members in enabling them to
keep in touch with one another in their own localities and
to the Associations in stimulating membership because of
the members being able to make better contact.
Perhaps you would be good enough to find space in
the " Gazette " to publish this explanation and so possibly
avoid any controversy. I would not like to see the " Men

of Kent " and " Kentish Men " ranged along their respective
sides of the Medway, prepared to do battle to determine
which of the two Regimental Associations is the older,
particularly as being a member of both, I should have to
be strictly non-partisan !
Yours faithfully,
A. E. Grant,
Chairman, Assn. of 11th (Lewisham) Bn.,
Queen's Own R.W. Kent Regt.
24th September, 1952.
Dear Sir,
I was in a place yesterday, known as " The Hare and
Hounds Hotel," this is situated in the High Street, Rochester,
near Chatham Intra, and mine host is no other than Mr. H.
Wilkins, M.B.E.
Now, should any members of our Branches be passing
through the Medway Towns, I feel sure a welcome will
await them, if they will call in. There is a very large room
where parties can be catered for, if you will call up
" Wilkie " on the 'phone—Chatham 3878. If the party is
large and cannot all be accommodated at " The Hare and
Hounds," then part of the convoy can be switched over to
the "Marlborough Head'' at Frindsbury; this place also
supplies solid and liquid refreshments and is run by Len
Thompson, another Old Comrade of the Regiment; his
'phone number is Strood 7792. So, for a good drop of
wallop, stop in the Medway Towns on your trips to the
coast.
Yours faithfully,
Joe Wright.

-

BIRTHS/ MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
DAVEY.—To Mrs. Audrey Davey, wife of Lt. C. Davey,
of I, Commonwealth Div. Pro. Coy., at Hemel Hemp
stead, a son, 23rd August, 1952.
DUNCAN.—On 20th September, 1952, at Bromley
Hospital, Kent, to Ann (nee Backhouse), wife of Maj.
Charles S. A. Duncan, late 4/R.W.K., a second son—'
Anthony.
MACMILLAN.—On 24th September, to Mary (nee Haigh),
wife of Capt. Ian Macmillan, The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, a son—Michael Lawrence
Haigh.
RUFFELL.—On 22nd September, 1952, to Mrs. Ruffell,
wife of Capt. D. Ruffell, a son.

DEATHS
We regret to record the following deaths :—
DENTON.—Pte. C. Denton sustained G.S.W. which proved
fatal on 11th September, 1952, whilst on operations in
aid of the Civil Power, whilst serving with the 1st Bn.
in Malaya.
HESKETT.—At his home, 34, Gordon Road, Westwood,
Margate, on 17th September, 1952, Mr. R. W. Heskett,
late 20th London Regiment.
OBEE.—At Linton Hospital, Maidstone, Mr. W. Obee, late
R.W.K. Funeral took place at Maidstone Cemetery,
on Friday, 3rd October, 1952,
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' is with deep regret that
we have to report that
Pte. Charles Denton was
killed on operations on 11th
September, 1952, w h i l s t
serving with No. 5 Platoon
of B Coy. He was buried
with full military honours at
Cheras Road Cemetery,
Kuala Lumpur, at 4 o'clock
on 12th September, 1952
During the month, the
Rifle Coys, have been out
on as many ambushes and
patrols as usual, but have
not managed to claim any
bandits. Bandit activity has
been very slight and they
appear to have retired into
the jungle, for the timebeing at least. Dishearten
ing for the men sweating on
patrols and ambushes who
have little to show for their labours, it is at the same time
a highly satisfactory state of affairs.
Maj. Bishop, having taken over command of A Coy.
and moved them to K.K.B., then had a couple of weeks'
re-training before going out on a four-day operation. At
one stage the Coy. were moving with " three platoons up "
in very thick jungle. After about two hours the right-hand
platoon found a fresh track obviously used by quite a large
number of men. Excitement ran high until they caught up
with the centre platoon. Excitement in the left-hand platoon
ran even higher when they, too, found an even fresher
track made by an even larger number of men. However,
A Coy. came the nearest to getting a bandit when they so
frightened a small party of them that they dropped their
food and ran.
In spite of operations, education, training, shooting
and all the other many activities, the Bn. is gradually getting
itself ready for the visit of the Colonel-in-Chief. Maj.
Buckle, who is to be personal A.D.C. to H.R.H., is
practically a stranger these days. He spends his time at
Government House, Singapore, moving in exalted circles.
When he is with us it is only to explain the intricacies of
how to curtesy in a sarong and other highly technical
manoeuvres. The Officers may be seen before breakfast
looking very self-conscious with their swords, being
instructed by a long-suffering R.S.M. Stephens. At the end
of the first parade the R.S.M. pointed out that the drill
book says that all movements with the sword should be
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done with grace and dignity.
heartened.

However, we are not dis

The Colour Party are also practising hard, watched by
an astonished crowd of the local inhabitants. One would
think that by now they would be used to the queer behaviour of British soldiery, but seeing so much ceremonial sur
rounding two Officers with the halves of an army blanket
on wooden poles, was sufficient to surprise even the most
sophisticated of locals.
The two main social events of the month were
Sevastopol Day and a Regimental Guest Night. It was
early decided that Sevastopol Day should be primarily for
the Cpls. and below; Officers, W.O.s and Sgts. and families
would have to have second priority. A great deal of effort,
both mental and physical, went into the preparations for
the day and so many of all ranks were involved that it is
impossible to thank them all by name. However, they
have had their reward in knowing how much all ranks
enjoyed Sevastopol Day and in knowing also that the pro
gramme will be a model for future Regimental Days. There
were a number of official guests, including our Brigade
Commander (Brigadier Lambert, C.B.E.), Maj. Notley
(D.A.A. and Q.M.G.), Major Lynch (Brigade Major) and
an even larger number of unofficial guests who formed an
admiring crowd on the Padang to watch the Band and
Drums, led by C.S.M. (Drum-Major) Watts, "Beat Retreat."
It was a most impressive ceremony, carried out against a
background of mountainous jungle and with heavy thunder
clouds overhead.
At the end, everyone stood as the
Sevastopol Drum was marched off, and then as the Band
and Drums themselves marched off to the Regimental
Quick March.
The Guests of Honour at the Regimental Guest Night
were the G.O.C., Malaya, Maj.-Gen. Sir Hugh C. Stockwell,
K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., and the British Adviser to the Sultan
of Selangor, Mr. Noel Ross.
The Guests Night was also a very impressive affair, but
in a rather different way. There cannot be many Officers
who have seen a G.O.C., armed with a broomstick, trying
to keep his balance in a bath tub slung precariously between
two tables !
We arc glad to welcome Capt. A. W. Franklin and
2/Lt. J. W. H. Blanch on joining the Bn., and Lt. J. R. Lygo
on rejoining from the Malayan Basic Training Centre. We
were delighted to see and to entertain, on Sevastopol Day,
Maj. Heygate, M.C., Capt., Hunting, Tugwell and Nicholls.
Maj. Heygate had come up- all the way from Singapore.
Maj. Keenlyside has also visited us. We were most sur
prised to find he was in Malaya, almost as surprised, we
believe, as Maj. Keenlyside was to find himself here.
Maj. Spurr has now left us for his promised staff job,
having finished up here commanding the Bn. on a Brigade
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operation As far as the Bn. was concerned the operation
was uneventful, except that the R.A.F. dropped a bomb so
close to O.C., B Coy., that it knocked a cup of tea out of
his hand. A message came through later from Brigade
Headquarters saying that the rest of the air-strike would be
called off as it had frightened young and inexperienced
soldiers. Capt. Dodson and Lt. Leigh returned from the
operation with dysentery. However, they say that no blame
attaches to either the bomb or D Coy.'s cooking.
We are all looking forward to " Count Your Blessings "
by the Kuala Lumpur Theatre Club. The eight ladies of
the cast are being accommodated in K.K.B. for the night
as the guests, unfortunately, of local government and not
the Army. However, we are going to entertain them in the
Officers' and Sgts'. Messes before and after the show.
A Coy. have taken over a vast area of Selangor State
from B Coy., who are now in reserve. Sp. Coy., now a
Training Coy., are busy training King's African Rifles and
Malay Officers to fire the three-inch Mortar. C Coy. are
providing the guard for Government House and Lt. Stock
is staying with them as the Officer-in-Charge of the Guard.
D Coy. are still happily on detachment at Rawang and
Batang Berjuntai.
In spite of all our preparations for the Royal visit, we
are still very much operational and hope that in the next
issue we shall be able to report some more successes.
STOP PRESS : B Coy. bagged important bandit to-day
(21st September), bringing the Bn. score to 59.

" H.O." COMPANY
For the first time in its Malayan history, H.Q. Coy.
has a Second-in-Command, Capt. Allen, late of B Coy., late
Reinforcement Depot, Japan. His arrival may not seem,
to you, to be such a very important event, but to us it is
as important in a positive way, as the disbandment of Head
quarters, South Malaya District, is in a negative way.
There are, or at least there were yesterday, 253 men in the
Coy. of whom 112 were in station K.K.B. Capt. Allen
now cheerfully administers to their needs allowing O.C.,
H.Q. Coy., to make an occasional assault on the jungle.
This happens once a week, other business permitting, and
the Coy. sends out a small party on ambush or patrol. So
far we have had no luck, nor according to official statistics
are we likely to. The experts have worked out that it takes
800 routine patrols to kill or capture one bandit, so that
venturing out only once a week, the Coy. should get a
bandit in just over sixteen years from now. However, we
are no whit depressed and C.S.M. Armstrong has been very
busy trying to persuade the younger soldiers to sign on.
So far Pte. Feist, of the Q.M. Staff, is the only one to have
done so, but we feel sure more will do so when they read
how important it is.
Our last patrol was in aid of an A Coy. operation. Capt.
Dodson, the Signal Officer, commanded one party and Maj.
Faulkner the other. In the latter party, L/Cpl. Ransom, the
Officers' Mess Silverman, was in charge of the recce, group;
the leading scout was Pte. Davies, the Coy. Arms Storeman,
and Pte. Mutton, A.C.C., was in charge of the Brcn group.
So far we have had more volunteers than we have needed,
which either says a great deal for the morale of the Coy.,
or perhaps it is as Maj. Dover says, " Anything for a laugh."
With an eye to Her Royal Highness's visit, the Q.M.,
Capt. Sivers, is running an inter-basha gardening com
petition. Some gardens now look most attractive, particu
larly those of the Q.M. Staff and A.C.C. cooks. The same

cannot be said of the ground outside the Coy. Office basha,
which is still as derelict as ever. The area has been mourn
fully surveyed on several occasions by the C.S.M., but the
difficulty is to think of a garden which will stand up to
Pte. Lovett and the sanitary truck being driven through it
at an early hour every morning, including Sundays. The
C.S.M.'s intention was to plant a new Coy. notice-board on
it, but unfortunately we cannot even do that at present, as
we have lost the notice-board.
Her Royal Highness's visit now looms large, and apart
from the hold-up over our garden, preparations are in full
swing. C/Sgt. Sawyers is having a happy time fitting jungle
green to the sixty-two men of the Coy. who will be on the
parade. They have now all had one fitting, and this morn
ing the uniforms came back from the Indian contractors to
be tried on again. The C/Sgt. told him that he must be a
rotten tailor. The contractor says he is a tailor first-class
and respectfully submitted that the sixty-two extraordinary
apparitions must be due to the men having got into the
wrong sets of uniform. However, we feel that it will be
all right on the day. The actual date of the Royal visit is
most terribly secret and the only way to find out is by read
ing the newspapers. Vast numbers of the Bn. are on parade
two, or sometimes three, times a week before it is even
properly light. The Officers would have paraded in the
early hours of last Monday morning for sword drill, but
there were insufficient swords to go round. It was sug
gested that those not in possession of a sword should parade
with a parang, but this was vetoed as being much too
dangerous at such an early hour of the morning.
In addition to Capt. Allen, we welcome Pte. Hart to
the Coy. He is gradually taking over the now intricate
Coy Office filing system from L/Cpl. Ellington, who leaves
for the U.K. in the near future. Lt. Beale, who was Intelli
gence Officer, has left us for C Coy. and the joys of the
fleshpets of Wardieburn. We welcome Lt. Leigh in his
place. Sgt. Heyfron, Weapon Training Sgt, and Sgt.
Coughlan, the Provost Sgt., have also left us for C Coy.
and we were very sorry to see them go. The bandits will
miss the hitter's stentorian voice echoing round the local
Ulu. However, Sgt. Skelding's dulcet tones on C.O.'s
Orders are no less penetrating. His voice and figure should
give the bandits something to draw and write about in
their little notebooks.
We congratulate the following on their recent pro
motions : Sgt. Skelding, Cpl. Gooch, C'pl. Heckford, L/Cpls.
Ridgeweli, Gibbs, High and Beecroft.
By a great effort and in spite of much shaking of heads,
we managed to send L/Cpls. High, Gibbs, Orridge and
Noble, and Ptes. Mack and Lambert, on a fortnight's Bn.
Cadre Course for junior and potential N.C.O.s We were
pleased to see that they all did well, and congratulations
to L/Cpl. High and Pte. Mack on getting particularly good
reports.
On Sevastopol Day, the Signal Platoon, Drums and
M.T. ran most successful sideshows. The Signals' stall was,
of course, very electrical and needed a steady hand to
operate it successfully. It was amazing though how many
steady hands there were walking round the fair, even at
quite a late hour. Before the fair opened an amazingly
large number of the Coy. attended the " Beating Retreat"
on the Padang. This may have been partly due to a slight
omission on Coy. Detail which read : " A Russian, captured
by the Regiment at Sevastopol in 1855, will be carried on
to the parade " !
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"A"

COMPANY

The month of September finds the complete Coy. back
at Kuala Kubu Bharu acting as Reserve Coy. No. 2 Platoon
returned from Batang Berjuntai at the end of August.
They appear to miss the soft lights and solid walls.
Since our return no more bandits hats have been hung
up in the Coy. Office, although we are hoping it won't be
long now. The Coy. Commander and 2nd i/c. took their
first trip into the UIu with the Coy. this month. The former
showed us some masterful map-reading and led us straight
to a fresh bandit path. Next time we hope he will lead
us into something better The latter showed us that he
would be good on the drill square, for we had no difficulty
in hearing his voice, even in the densest jungle.
Sevastopol Day was a great success and much enjoy
ment was had by all. An afternoon of sport was followed
by the main attraction in the evening, "The Sevastopol
Day Fun-Fair." Each Platoon provided a stall and it was
soon obvious which members of the Coy. had walked
" Hampstead way " in " civvy street."
During the past month we have lost: Cpl. Harris, Ptes.
Reader, Jones 63, Jones 64, Jones 07, Bailey, Hodson, Sharp,
Spray, Joel, Thomas, Butler, Duke, Locke, Bonwick, Thain,
Pankhurst, Wooler, Singleton, Fitzsimmons, Lord. We
wish them all the very best of luck in their new life in
England.
To offset these departures we welcome to the Coy. Lt.
E. J. Marshall, who comes to us from Germany. Also :
Sgt. Fisher, Cpl. Freeman, L/Cpl. Lloyd. Ptes. Leonnard,
Price, Rice, Head, Packman, Brown, Wood Couldridge,
Hinkley. Bateman, Love, McMillan, Rogers from Sp. Coy.;
also Ptes. Bishop. Ashby, Matthews from the last drafts.
We take this opportunity to congratulate Sgt. Meade
and Cpl. Wibley on their recent promotions; also C/Sgt.
Barton, who is at last getting the pay for the job.

" B " COMPANY
During the past month cur operational activity has
progressed steadily, but still the bandit remains, by choice,
only a shadow lurking within the thickest UIu.
The majority of the Coy.'s jungle warriors disappeared
in an alcoholic haze on their way home to the U.K.,
showered by the good wishes of those left behind. Those
who left the Coy. were Sgts. Friend and the Porky Pluck
twins, Cpl. Miller, commonly called the " Office Boy," Ptes.
Hills (who never really made the grade as a cook), Robbins,
Dunville. Dymond, Johnson, Smith, Bowen, and finally,
the greatest of all jungle warriors, Pearce (our late breadcutter and boilerman), has gone to advise the Brigadier
at 18 Bde. H.Q. on methods of deep jungle penetration.
To all of them we extend the very best of good luck.
Additions to the Coy. include Capt. Franklin, who has
taken over the duties of 2nd i/c.. 2/Lts. Jackson and Blanch,
who are now commanding Nos. 4 and 6 Platoons
respectively. Sgt. Fox has returned to the fold after a long
absence and has joined No. 4 Platoon, and finally,
our
reinforcements from the drafts, too numerous to mention.
To them all we extend a hearty welcome.
Congratulations go to Sgt. Vale on his recent pro
motion. and to L/Cpls. Baker and Jackson on their appoint
ments.
On " Sevastopol Day " the Coy. shared in the general
activities of the Bn. and everyone had a thoroughly enjoy

able time. We presume a full account will appear else
where, but on a Coy. level we offer our congratulations to
the -22 shooting team that scored a victory for the Coy.
Team : Maj. V. Dover, M.C., C.S.M. Boorer, L/Cpl. Faldo,
Pte. Hales. Congratulations also to the obstacle race team
that headed the field from the start. It proved a "jam"
session from the Coy. Commander's point of view. At the
evening fun-fair the Coy. contributions were a treasure
hunt and fishing from a tank by 4 Platoon; crown and
anchor and darts from 5 Platoon; and pitching balls into a
bucket and mop-throwing at a pyramid of tins from 6
Platoon. 1 believe a cool million was made by all concerned.
Praise is due to everyone who helped to make a most suc
cessful Regimental Day.
It is with very deep regret that we record the death of
Pte. Charles Denton, who was killed on active service on
11th September, 1952. Although fairly new to the Coy.,
he was very popular with us all. We extend to his relatives
our deepest sympathy.
STOP PRESS—

Bandits—B Coy. do it again !
The play by the K.L. Theatre Club had been a great
success and the cast, after a visit to the Sgts'. Mess, were
being toasted by the Officers. The celebration was dis
turbed by a bugle sounding the signal for the stand-by
platoon to fall in.
The next morning members and guests were partaking
of the " hair of the dog," when a jungly figure appeared
at the door A look of unconcealed delight bubbled over
his face, while his carbine hung precariously from his
shoulder.
" Colonel," he urged, scarce suppressing the excite
ment of his news, " can I speak to you a moment ? "
The news was out and around camp even before the
bugle had finished
summoning the relieving stand-by
platoon—B Coy had got a bandit!
Later the story was told and retold over innumerable
whisky waters in the Officers' Mess and countless cups of
" charwallah " tea in the men's lines. Maj. Dover, hearing
the bugle notes, had sacrificed the toasting party and led
his men out on the successful ambush. The party could
manage without the tactful supervision of an ever watchful
P.M.C., his Coy. couldn't.
Lying up and covering all likely approaches to a local
rubber estate they had waited for the remainder of the night
and better part of the morning, but'with no joy. Then
just when Maj. Dover was getting up he saw. gaily swinging
his cane—A BANDIT !

COY. H.Q.

" C " COMPANY

The recent large numbers of arrivals and departures
which have altered the composition of the Platoons to a
great extent have also made Coy H.Q. look quite different.
We welcome C/Sgt. Leach to our midst and congratu
late him on his recent promotion. Pte. Franks, who came
to us from a recent draft, is now our " ops. room geezer ";
He was lucky to get a " base job." but it just shows what
a pair of glasses and a studious look will do for you. L/Cpl.
Charlie Jones, our Arms Storeman, has gone home to
Ashford (Middlesex) for Release; we hope your feet are
better, Charlie ! Pte. " Nutter " Davis is now the " keeper
of the arms," but he still has to wear his jungle hat to
remind him of the old days.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

266

C.S.M. " Slosh " Hills has left us for a month's educa
tion course for his First Class Certificate. Since he left,
one of the runways on the " airfield" outside the Coy.
Office has been open practically all the time except for
occasional use by Sgt. (A/C.S.M.) Ken Wilde to and from
the Ops. Room for " O " Groups. Best of luck, " Slosh
we hope this course will get you the long awaited Royal
Coat of Arms on your wrist.
Members of the Coy., who were sober enough to attend
the Gymkhana on " Sevastopol Day," at K.K.B., got one
of the best sights in years when they saw the Inter-Coy.
obstacle race, to see Maj. Waring pushing a complete slice
of bread and jam into his mouth took some believing.

T

QUEEN'S OWN HUNT BANDITS WITH WAR
DOGS IN MALAYA

HE 1st Bn. The Queen's Own. now on active operations
in Malaya, are assisted by " war dogs." These dogs,
Alsatians and Dobermans, and their " handlers" are
specially trained by the Royal Army Veterinary Corps, and
normally go out with patrols into the jungle. The dogs are
great favourites with the troops, though not with the bandits.

We hasten to close our notes, as Sunray, Sunray Minor
and all the little Sunbeams are reported to be landing in a
few moments. All the best until next month.
" The Test Pilots."
7 PLATOON

This month has seen many changes in the Platoon.
First we lost Lt. G. H. W. Howlett, M.C., who was with
us from the time the Bn. started operations in April, 1951,
but in his place we welcome Lt. K. S. Beale, who has just
completed a tour of duty as Bn. I.O. We also lose, with
much regret, Cpl. Leprince, Ptes. "Chalky" White, Miller,
Hainzinger. Nevertheless, we wish them all the best of
luck and good fortune in their future careers. We welcome
Sgt. Coughlan, who has just finished a job as Provost Sgt.;
also eight new bods, who we hope will keep the good name
of No. 7 Platoon flying high.
We have had our fair share of jungle bashing this
month, but some people say that the Platoon Commander
volunteers for ops. because of the rum we take out! Shortly
the Platoon will be getting down to some serious work, i.e.,
preparing for the guard on King's House, which will be
mounted for H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent. Already a few
of the lads have been seen spit and polishing boots when
they thought nobody was watching.
At the time of closing, we say cheerio to Pte. " Larry "
Park, who leaves us for a job at the F.T.C., having been
with us for too short a time.
" Henry's Sweepers."
8 PLATOON

i;

Recently Pte. Newman, of Elm Park, Essex, with his
dog, " Lofty," were placed 011 sentry on the approach to his
Platoon base in the jungle. Most of the Platoon were some
distance away waiting in ambush for some terrorists who
were suspected to be in the area. It was hot and very quiet.
.Suddenly " Lofty " pricked up his ears and " pointed " in
a certain direction. Pte. Newman quietly cocked his weapon
and waited tensely. After a few moments he saw a bandit
creeping stealthily towards the camp. He shot and wounded
the bandit, who lived long enough to give valuable
information.
The dog, " Lofty," certainly shared in
this " kill."

A spell of bad luck has descended over the Bn. score
board since re-training, the total having risen by only three
bandits killed since June and we are wondering now if we
have scared them out of the Bn. area !! One rumour is
that they have heard plenty of machine gun fire at K.K.B.
—but surely they can tell a drill parade when they hear
one ! ! !
Sgt. Levett, our esteemed Platoon Officer-Sergeant, is
at the moment busily carrying out patrols (one man) in the
area of Sandycroft Leave Centre; we hope he makes a few
" captures " there.
These last few -months have seen the departures of
most of the original " Scorpions " and the arrival of some
new " stingers " to our nest. We hope they soon settle down
to the graft and grind of this interesting (?) job.
Cpl. Sheren—a shareholder in the Anchor Breweries—
is on a two-week "skive" at H.Q. this month, under the
name of Education Course ! It is rumoured that he was
seen at midnight last Monday swotting a book ! He may
have been swigging a bottle. But he should be able to put
us in the picture on his return very soon.
Sgt. Heyfron, ex-C, B and H.Q. Coys, has now returned
to his original fold once more, still not recovered from his
amazing luck in winning the Sgts'. Mess wooden spoon for
shooting. But to quote his actual words : " I can do some
tea stirring now " ! He is chief scorpion at the moment
during Sgt. Levett's absence and we hear he has still got
his kit packed ready for yet another move !
A few things we would like to know :—
1 What were Lt. Howlett's first words when he dis
covered he had given the winning ticket (value S120)
to his Batman—free ?
2 What two legged rat—repeat, rat— stole two bandit
hats from our Platoon basha ?
3 What N.C.O. in the Coy. spent his time looking for
a " shady nook " on " Sevastopol " night ?
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Why does it rain before we start to put up our
bashas in the UIu ?
And if anybody can give the four correct answers to
those questions, he will receive any reward he wishes—
food, money, girls, money, beer, money, leave, money.
So once more we say farewell to our readers—you
plucky people—until our next issue.
" The Scorpions."
9 PLATOON

Hello ! From " Hughie's Greyhounds."
First, we will say goodbye to those stalwarts of the
Platoon who have departed hcnec (to " Blighty "). Cheerio
Ptes. "Big All'" Wheeler, "Swine" Robson, "Rubber"
Field, " Pinhead " Owens, " Don " Bradnam, " Bill "
Johnson, "Cookie" Robertson and last, but not least, " 01'
Man " Snowden.
Another ex-member. Pte. " Ernie " Eggleson, is still to
be seen as he occasionally comes out of his shady hole in
the Q.M.'s Store. How pale you're looking these days,
Ernie !
" Nutter" Davis has filed himself away in the arms
kote. What was it that was missing from the Armoury ?
" Regimental " Ralph has become a screw on the Regi
mental Police.
During the month the Platoon has played our neigh
bours in Wardieburn Camp—the new draft of the I Suffolk
Regt.—at football three times, and won all three games—
7-0, 4-0, 9-0. We still think we can field the best team in
the Coy. !
Last of all, we must say welcome to our own new
arrivals—Ptes. Fulcher, Foster, Haigh, Cheeseman, Bailey,
Hills, Mann, Geering, Twiner. We hope you enjoy it out
here—as we do !

" D " COMPANY

COY. H.Q.
Unlike last time, these notes are being written in the
more comfortable surroundings of the Coy. Office.
We regret to report that since our last report we have
not been able to accumulate any more " Red Stars" to
add to our collection, the reason being that at present Coy.
H.Q. is no longer operational.
Pte. Hillary still holds his position as Coy. Pay Clerk.
(This probably explains why it now takes 16 weeks to draw
credits.)
Pte. Hawkes' position as Coy. Clerk has now been
taken over by Pte. Jones, who has just been posted to this
Coy. from the last draft.
The C.S.M., as usual, has had the blokes working like
navvies erecting and demolishing different structures around
the camp, and making everything look spick and span in
general.
10 PLATOON (BATANG BERJUNTAI DETACHMENT)

We welcome Lt. J. Lygo, belated successor to Lt.
I.anghorne as Platoon Commander, and hope that he enjoys
the estimated short time left for us to pester him. We also
welcome 2/Lt. J. Lincoln, who is to stay with us for a while
to gain experience before he assumes command of 11
Platoon. We extend our deepest sympathy to 11 Platoon,
for Mr. Lincoln has been quite a steeplechaser in " Blighty "
and seems intent on continuing the sport out here.
We regret losing Pte. Dave Mawford, who has sailed
for home, and Pte. Johnny Bugg, who has left us to make
a mess of the Coy. Arms Kote.
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On Wednesday. 27th August, the Platoon made their
exit from Rawang to relieve A Coy. on detachment at
Batang Berjuntai. Everyone was enjoying happy thoughts
of having no more slabs to lay or tents to erect. So far
the C.S.M. hasn't forwarded any slabs, but we have been
bogeyed by a couple of tents having to go up and down.
On arrival at B.B., we were greeted by numerous
monkeys in the camp area and several scorpions in the
vicinity of the cookhouse. Bats have been seen in plenty
and Pte. Pete " 25 " Smith has been quite successful with
his catapult.
The cooking out here, performed by Pte. Johnny
Leavens, has really been fit for a Duchess.
Water is in fairly short supply, but when it rains a
deluge from the roof of our building makes an admirable
shower, and everyone indulges.
Since we have been here, we have had various
prominent visitors, including the French Consul General,
the Commanding Officer, and last but not least, the Cook
Sgt. We expect the latter to have some more original ideas
on what to do with the "steak and kid."
In the line of sport, the Platoon lost at football to
the detachment team by 4-1, at B.B., but achieved its revenge
before leaving Rawang by beating them 4-2. At B.B., there
being no football pitch, football has been rather neglected
and badminton has taken its place.
We caught a large op. just after our arrival at B.B.
and the local D.S.S. came in to guard the camp. One
evening, the guard, having heard something suspicious, Mr.
Lygo fired his verey pistol and the cartridge started a large
fire in the rear of the camp. Pte. Jim Chapman, wanting
to inform a local estate manager of what was happening,
tried dialling the M.R. of his locations on the telephone.
He really couldn't make it out when he didn't get through.
The camp fire fighters did well in putting out the blaze in
two hours.
The Platoon is rather disgusted with Ptes. Jock Brown
and Roy Limmer for having been caught by the customs
when returning from leave at Singapore. The 40 dollars
they had to pay will, perhaps, learn 'em !!
11 PLATOON

This month we have welcomed several new-comers—
Ptes. Boxall, Bassett and Preston from U.K., and Pte. Nunn
(who has since left for a life of ease as a civilian; the best
of luck, " Blondie ") and Pte. Kitchen from Sp. Coy.
Pte. Winch has left us for a Para. Course in " Blighty."
We hope he'll have the best of luck and will soon be a
fully fledged Paratrooper.
Once again promotion has played havoc in the Platoon
Sgt's. Roll Book and we have congrats. to hand out to
"Ron" Healey on his third and to "Jim" Ward on his
second.
Patrolling has taken up a considerable amount of our
time once more, but in spite of the miles covered, " kills "
haven't come our way. Still there is plenty of time yet
and we hope that soon we shall have increased our number
of dead terrorists.
Reference No. 10 Platoon's notes. 2/Lt. Lincoln will
either slow down or win his V.C. by himself.
For the third month running the monkey makes news,
and this time being over 21 days absent, is now posted as a
deserter.
Once more we send our best wishes to all our folks
at home and say " Goodbye " for another month.
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12 PLATOON

Twelve Platoon has not been engaged 011 any operations
of outstanding interest during the last month. They did,
however, spend three days with pick and shovel in the
heart of the jungle, looking for a four-year-old plane crash
on behalf of the R.A.F., but were unable to oblige by
finding it. The nearest clue was discovered when we noticed
a post with an arrow pointing heavenwards.
Several members of the Platoon have left or are about
to leave for the U.K., but they have been replaced by new
drafts and fugitives from Sp. Coy.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Despite the break-up of the Coy., quite a lot of sport
has been played during the last month.
The cricket season was wound up with two InterPlatoon matches and one Inter-Coy. match. Results :—
Sp. Coy. " A " v. Sp. Coy. " B "—
Sp. Coy. "A," 76 (Pte. Bell. 31 not out. Ptes.
Kingsford and Kelly sharing the wickets). Sp.
Coy. " B," 79 (Pte. Kelly, 18; Pte. Milner, 14;
Pte. Syers, 5 for 17).
Capt. Roper's XI v. Capt. Goodwin's XI—
Capt. Roper's XI, 47 (Cpl. Mead. 16; Capt.
Goodwin, 6 for 5). Capt. Goodwin's XI, 51
for 9 (Milner, 19 not out).
Sp. Coy. v. Draft (won)—
Sp. C'oy., 78 (Capt. Roper, 22; Cpl. Kelly, 12; Pte.
Hazeldine, 12; Pte. Wakeford, 4 for 23; Pte.
Graves, 5 for 3). Draft, 33 (Pte. Haigh, 10;
Pte. Syers, 6 for 17; L/Cpl. Holt, 4 for 14).
One game cl football has so far been played, resulting
in a 2-1 win over A Coy. Most of A Coy. team have recently
been transferred from Sp. Coy., including Pte. Wood, who
played a very good game in goal. For the Coy., Cpl. Kelly
and Kingsford scored the goals, both of them good ones.
" Sevastopol Day " was fairly successful from the Coy.
point of view. The -22 rifle team (consisting of Capt. Roper,
Sgt. Bradshaw, Cpl. Kelly and Pte. Bell) scored 136 points,
coming second, equal with H.Q. Coy., to B Coy. In the
Inter-Coy. obstacle race, the Coy. would have won, had not
one of the team run off the course; as it was, we were
second. The Coy. side-shows were a great success and
deserved to be, after all the hard work that was put into
them. A total of 770 people paid to try their luck.
PERSONAL NOTES

1 Congratulations are extended to Sgt. Gordon on
his promotion to the Sgts". Mess.
2 C.S.M. Nichols and C/Sgt. Cooper are departing to
Kuala Lumpur for three weeks on an Education Course.
(Does it count as leave ?)
3 Capt. Goodwin has taken over as Coy. 2nd i/c.
from Capt. Fletcher. We said our farewell to Capt. Fletcher
in the last issue, we now welcome Capt. Goodwin on his
return to the Coy. and congratulate him on his welldeserved promotion.
M.M.G. PLATOON

Since our last contribution to "The Q.O.G." much
water has flowed past. No doubt the rain of late may have
something to do with this.
The Platoon has lost a great number of its stalwarts.
Firstly, with -the break-down of the Coy. we passed to A

Coy., "Joe" Singleton, "Jonah" and "Coughdrop"
Couldridge. Our loss being A Coy.'s gain.
To the Mortars went L/Cpl. Butler, " Phyllis" Felstead
and " Dinga " Bell. On top of this, we sent home, free of
expense, Sgt. "Gravel-voice" Lingham and "Bloodnut"
Gulliver. We extend them our best wishes and good luck
in civilian life.
After all this we looked around our sadly depleted
numbers and someone murmured " ops." Recently we
have been operating in our supporting role as " gunners."
It was quite a pleasant change to be employed in this
manner and many a useful lesson was learnt, We are look
ing forward to more of this. (Capt. Roper, please note.)
A change came over a certain individual recently. He
was seen industriously "bulling" and murmuring strange
words from Training Pamphlets. If you haven't already
guessed, it was our Dix, who was on an N.C.O.'s Cadre.
After it all finished he religiously returned all the kit which
had assisted in pulling him through. (Who was talking
about blackmail ?)
We extend a hand to a new-comer, Pte. .lefi'ery. He
has settled down and is a very welcome member to our
Platoon. (One more for guards.)
Till next month we will " cease firing."
MORTAR PLATOON

The operational shoots with which we commenced
activities last month did not, unfortunately, add to our
popularity within the Bn. Whilst effectively subduing the
local terrorists in the area, it seems that night firing kept
several members of Erskine Camp awake.
Gentlemen, we apologise for working outside union
hours and trust that the long promised night shoot from
camp, when it comes, will not be too unpleasant !
The employment of the whole Platoon on these shoots,
of course, materially assisted the training of the N.C.O.s
and men recently transferred to us during Sp. Coy.'s
reshuffle. The enthusiasm that these chaps display in train
ing is remarkable, especially when it is remembered that
they were formerly members of rival specialist platoons
within the Coy.
The steady drain of trained personnel towards U.K.
continues. Sgt. Tutt and Cpl. Atkins (senior) being the
latest and heaviest blow we have yet sustained. Since both
were qualified instructors and Regular Soldiers their
absence will be most keenly felt. However, we wish them
the very best of luck in their new occupations and trust that
the tales they will tell at home will not be too highly
coloured. Don't forget to write, you chaps, we're always
glad to he?- Com old morticians.
Just h> L-re his brother left for U.K., Cpl. Atkins
(junior) suddenly got whisked away to hospital with an
unpleasant tropical malady.
Bad luck, Corp. !
You
shouldn't eat so much fruit—or was it nuts ! A recent
Cadre Course added lustre to the name of L/Cpl. Holt, who
achieved a good report through his conscientious efforts.
Well done ! We note with considerable alarm that his side
kick, Lomas, has somehow infiltrated into the Mortar
Stores as temporary caretaker. This is where we sign our
lives away for anything and everything.
Our contribution to the Sevastopol fun-fair proved
more of a success than we dared hope. Aerial bombing by
model 'plane and operated by remote control called for
much frantic experimenting, considerable ingenuity and
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many late hours of unceasing labour before the gadget
would work efficiently. But work it did, as 280 people—
by whom it was operated—will testify. Cpl. Mead and
his assistants are to be congratulated on their success.
Regarding the Regimental Day as a whole, the Mortar
Platoon would like to take this opportunity to express their
appreciation to all concerned for the first-class entertain
ment provided on this very special occasion.
We
thoroughly enjoyed it and look forward to a possible repeat
performance at Christmas.
" Mortician."

WHO S A Y S T H A T
HORSES

ASSAULT/PIONEER PLATOON

The month started with the breaking-up of our Platoon.
Consequently, we lost most of our members to A Coy.,
leaving us Cpl. Gordon, L/Cpl. Noakes, Pte. Murrell, our
Platoon Storeman, and six Ptes. who are attached from
A Coy.—they were with the Platoon before we split up.
Of the old Platoon, Ptes. Wooler, Pankhurst and Lord are
on their way home for demob. Now that we are only a
small Platoon, we do not do many operations. The last
one we carried out was with the M.M.G. Platoon as local
protection while they were firing their guns. A few more
ops. like that will be all right by us, as it is a lot better than
the " swamp infested " jungles which we have been used to.
We congratulate Cpl. Gordon on his promotion to Sgt.
and wish him the best of luck in the Sgts'. Mess.
On " Sevastopol Day" the Platoon had a stall in the
" Sevastopol Fair," it was called the " Wheel of Fortune,"
and was a big attraction; bottles of beer or ten cigarettes
were given away as prizes.
This week we are losing Pte. Bunton, who is going to
the F.T.C. as one of the demonstration section.
Pte. Brown will soon be leaving us to join the
Australian Army, taking his wife and family.
Now it is back to the grindstone, getting ready for
the visit of our Colonel-in-Chief.
A/T. PLATOON
Owing to the fact that the Anti-Tank Platoon has been
disbanded, except for its two remaining members—Ptes.
Gill and Capon—we will be unable to submit any further
data on the future activities of the Platoon.
We send our best wishes to the members who have left
the Platoon and wish them every success in their new Coys.
We wish to extend cur heartiest congratulations to
Capt. Goodwin on his recent promotion.

SIGNAL PLATOON
The last month has seen many changes in the Platoon.
Another three men have left us—L/Cpl. Streeter, Ptes.
Cumming and Nowcr. We wish them all the very best in
"civvy street." It was with open arms that we welcomed
six more " rookies," who were fortunate enough to join
the ranks of "The Platoon." We also welcome back Pte.
Johns, who has just returned from compassionate leave in
the U.K., and Pte. (Brush) Melville, who has at last rejoined
from hospital.
Pte. (Anchor) O'Gorman can be seen every evening
jumping in fury as Cpl. Gooch, L/Cpls. Orridge and Gibbs
and Pte. Hind try their hardest to "smash up" the ONLY
signal training motor bike.

ARE A F R A I D OF
ELEPHANTS P
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

We tried yet another of Capt. (A.E. Happy) Dodson's
ideas. One hundred and fifty
feet of copper A.E. was
attached to a balloon (the type used in air-drops). The
balloon was released and the A.E. connected to a 19 Set in
a mobile wireless vehicle. The result was over 1,000 yards,
G.M. (nothing heard).
Sgt. Stephenson has left us for a month to carry out
the arduous duties of Sgts". Mess Caterer.
On " Sevastopol Day" we had quite a unique and
original stall at the fun-fair. It consisted of a copper bar
bent in numerous shapes along which you had to pass a
wire hoop, which when it touched the bar gave a loud buzz.
It was Sgt. Browning's pride and joy, and the radio mech.
and himself put in quite a lot of their own time to make
the bar work. It was, however, not quite as profitable as
we had hoped, in fact, the stall finished up in debt.
Sgt. Browning left us for a week at the end of August,
when he went on leave. Cpl. Gooch took over duties of
Sig. Sgt. in his absence. He started " flapping " on the day
that Sgt. Browning went on leave and he was still flying
high for two days after Sgt. Browning's return, but we have
at last brought him down to earth.
Three of our men spent a very arduous 12 days on an
R.S.M.'s Cadre Course. These Cadre Courses are very
good, but
never mind.
We would like to congratulate Cpl. Gooch and L/Cpl.
Gibbs on their promotions. Well done, Stan, let's see the
next one soon.
That's all for this time, so we'll close down till our
next routine call, wishing you all the very best.
" Boat Happy."
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BAND
Since last appearing our noses have been kept well to
the grindstone; one of our special assignments was to give
short concerts to various Kampongs all over Selangor in
order to keep up the morale of the inhabitants. So far we
have visited Rasa, Kalupang and Kampong Gurney. We
can't help feeling that these were considerably helped by the
Bandmaster's special arrangement of " Rose, Rose, I Love
You." Ugh ! On returning from 14 days' leave we were
met by an avalanche of engagements, some of the most
important being : The Deputy High Commissioner's House,
the 22nd S.A.S. Cocktail Party, the Selangor Turf Club
and the Planters' Club, at Bukit Rotan. The Band is now
slowly but very surely diminishing, due, no doubt, to the
lack of replacements both here and in the U.K.
Four
very lucky lads departed for the " Golden Gates" of
Kneller Hall during August, they were all intent on having
a good time but will undoubtedly return sadder, wiser
men, AND MUSICIANS. The names of those very fortu
nate scoundrels are, Bdsm. B. Cloke, L. Holmes, M.
Newport and R. Waghorn. The Bandmaster expects a
medal from at least one of you—try hard.
Promotions have been rather numerous again, those
starting on the ladder of fame and security as L/Cpls. were :
Bdsm. Drakes, Thorogood and McGowan (much to the dis
gust of the other members of the Band). Many remarks are
being passed throughout the Band about a certain chunk
of iron which fervently embraces the device BB 1745, and
obstructs our right of way to the dining hall and the Arms
Kote. It is in effect the Bandmaster's car, kept in a state
of glowing resplendence by defaulting Band Boys.
Sports have at last been brought out of hiding. Whilst
on leave in Penang, several hockey matches were arranged
for us by the W.V.S. Our first match was against the Young
Men's Sikh Association—we lest by the very narrow margin
of 2-0. The next three matches were with the Indian
Association. These matches were perhaps the linest we
have played since our arrival in Malaya, they were all
exceptionally fast and clean. The scores for the three
matches were (ours last) : 6-0. 5-3, 0-3. They indeed taught
us many things. We ended the leave with a match against
the Band of the Manchester Regiment. It was not, I am
afraid to say, a game of great merit, although several break
throughs were made by the wing forwards on both sides,
the play in the centre was extremely scrappy and was more
furious than fast. Towards the end of the match the
Manchesters succeeded in forcing a goal to make the final
score 1-1. This season we hope to play some really firstclass matches in the K.L. area. Providing, of course, the
Sports Secretary gets down to some really conscientious
work.
STOP PRESS

Our most sincere congratulations to Mr. and Mrs.
David Robson on the birth of their first child—a girl.
" Buffalo."

SERGEANTS'

MESS

Our Mess is daily showing signs of improvement in
readiness for the visit of our Colonel-in-Chief. Thanks
are due to C/Sgt George Simpson, who has made this
possible, but we really expected it of him as he has been
well versed in all the fiddles of the " Q " Dide.
A number of changes have taken place during the

month. We said farewell, in a boozy sort of way, to C/Sgt.
"Wag" Harris, Sgts. Ron Friend, Jimmy Lingham, "Hedy"
Lemar, Johnny Dawson, "Tapper" Tutt (what a relief for
the piano) and the " Porky " Pluck twins (to these we said
cheerio in duplicate).
On the credit side we have gained new members,
" Fireman " Skelding, Tom Vale, " Paddy " Meade, Tim
Healey and " General " Gordon. We hope their stay will
be long and happy.
We waited for the bar to open on " Sevastopol Day "
then offered our congratulations to Ted Leach and Dick
Barton on their promotion to C/Sgt., and feel fairly con
fident that one of them will be caught for "Treasurer"
next quarter.
Our chief social this month was " Sevastopol " and it
was in the form of a Curried Tiffin and Bottle Party. The
Mess was well attended with wives who ventured into the
" jungle " to join their husbands for the occasion of Regi
mental Day, and numerous friends of members from the
neighbouring estates and a grand time was had by all. The
entertainment was on a Bn. level and most members were
mixed up in some way or other with their own Coy.
contributions. However, a small party did find its way back
to the Mess after the fun-fair and a late night was enjoyed
by all. (To date, Dick Barton's race-track hasn't made a
statement on profit or loss ? ? ?)
Although our Mess is well off the beaten track of
civilisation, we generally find daily visitors from far and
near who pop in for a " quick one " (and sometimes a very
slow one), which makes a very pleasant change from the
usual members' faces, and comes as a welcome break for
us all.
A successful indoor games knock-cut tournament was
held during the month, organized by Jerry Heyfron and his
gang, consisting of billiards, snooker and darts. " Ginger "
Armstrong was the snooker champ., and Joe Thornton
framed his three darts when a perfect double-sixteen made
him the winner of the dart board. The R.S.M. scored a
possible, three in the treble twenty " bed," but it wasn't in
the competition. Bad luck, Sir !
These notes are being written on the eve of our annual
cricket match versus the Officers. A full account will
appear in the next issue, but the result should be a foregone
conclusion, as we are fielding
168 years of service and
experience as opposed to a mere 111 years of the Officers'
Mess team. Wnen it comes to quality of cricket combined
with service, we can field a team consisting of: R.S.M.
Stephens (capt.), " Moggy " Catt, " Dodo " Watts, " Dick "
Barton, Jerry Heyfron, "Creeper" Vine, Ron Henden,
George Parker, "Buck" Bucknell, M.M., Bert King,
"Muscles" Bawden (our P.T.I.), "Sparks" Browning
(umpire), Tom Vale (scorer).
Honestly, gentlemen, you don't stand a rub.
"The Yam Sing King."

CRICKET
The dusky locals who frequent the Padang at K.K.B.
were the innocent spectators of the last match of the season
—Officers v. Sergeants.
R.S.M. Stephens won the toss and decided to give the
Officers sun-stroke by batting first—unhappy
decision, for
the Officers' blood was up. An hour later the Sergeants
were all out for 52, and after suitable refreshment, the
Officers took up the " wilting " willows and extraordinary
decisions of umpires.
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Maj. Dover and Capt. Dodson thrashed the bowling
for half-an-hour to be succeeded by 2/Lt. Smith and Maj.
Faulkner, both of whom continued to send the ball to the
edges of the Padang. Twenty minutes after tea the Officers
declared at 185 for 9 wickets and the Sergeants returned
determined to force a draw.
Sgt. Fuller managed to hang on, ably supported by the
R.S.M. and Sgt. King, but the sun and umpires proved too
much for them and by six o'clock eleven weary batsmen
had been dismissed with 52 runs still required.
An anxious moment was when Capt. Allen actually
considered giving the R.S.M. out l.b.w.; his decision being
later justified by the Adjutant with a magnificent catch.
We also held our breath when the Commanding Officer
caught Sgt. King—well and truly to the chest.
A different match was held later in the Sgts'. Mess,
where there can be no doubt that the Officers suffered a
heavy defeat.
OFFICERS V. SERGEANTS

15th September, 1952
SERGEANTS—1ST INNINGS
O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, c. and b. 2/Lt. Smith
Sgt. King, b. 2/Lt. Smith
Sgt. Fuller, b. 2/Lt. Jackson
Sgt. Heyfron, b. 2/Lt. Smith
R.S.M. Stephens, c. and b. 2/Lt. Jackson
Sgt. Hendon, b. 2/Lt. Smith
C.S.M. Armstrong, b. Capt. Goodwin
S/I. Bawden, b. 2/Lt. Smith
C/Sgt. Barton, b. 2/Lt. Smith
Sgt. Vine, c. Maj. Dover, b 2/Lt. Smith
Sgt. Gordon, not out
Extras

0
2
8
4
4
21
9
0
0
0
4
0
52

2/Lt. Smith, 7 for 8; 2/Lt. Jackson. 2 for 17; Capt. Goodwin,
1 for 7.
(2/Lt. Smith took 4 wickets with four successive balls.)
OFFICERS—1ST INNINGS
Maj. Roper, c. Sgt. Fuller, b. C.S.M. Armstrong ....
Capt. Dodson, l.b.w., b. O.R.Q.M.S. Catt
Maj. Dover, c. R.S.M. Stephens, b. Sgt. King
2/Lt. Jackson, c. Sgt. Fuller, b. R.S.M. Stephen's ....
Lt.-Col. Elliott, b. Sgt. King
Lt. Smith, b. Sgt. Heyfron
Maj. Faulkner, b. Sgt. Bawden
Maj. Bishop, run out
Capt. Siver, not out
Capt. Wilson, b. Sgt. Heyfron
Extras
For 9 wkts. declared

4
38
45
13
2
32
26
15
2
0
8
185

Capt. Goodwin did not bat.
Sgt. King, 2 for 9; Sgt. Heyfron, 2 for 12.
SERGEANTS—2ND INNINGS
C.S.M. Armstrong, run out
Sgt. Vine, c. Maj. Bishop, b. Capt. Sivers
Sgt. Heyfron. c. Maj. Roper, b. Maj. Faulkner
O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, l.b.w., b. Maj. Faulkner (a pair for
the match)
Sgt. Fuller, st. Capt. Dodson. b. 2/Lt. Jackson ...
Sgt. Gordon, c. Maj. Dover, b. 2/Lt. Jackson
Sgt. King, c. Lt.-Col. Elliott, b. Maj. Faulkner (well
held. Sir !)
R.S.M. Stephens, c. Capt. Wilson, b. Maj. Dover
(second attempt)
Sgt. Bawden, c. Maj. Roper, b. Maj. Faulkner
Sgt. Hendon, c. 2/Lt. Smith, b. Maj. Dover
Sgt. Barton, not out
Extras

4
7
2
0
19
6
12
12
6
0
0
13
81

Capt. Sivers, 1 for 4: Maj. Faulkner, 4 for 7; Maj. Dover,
2 for 4; 2/Lt. Jackson, 2 for 10.

STANDING (1. to r.): Sgt. Vine, Sgt. Heyfron, S/I. T. Bawden, C.S.M. R. Armstrong, Capt. K. Dodson, C/Sgt. R.

Barton, 2/Lt. A. G. Jackson, Sgt. H. King, 2/Lt. G. D. R. Smith, Sgt. R. Henden, Capt. P. J. Goodwin. Capt.
J. B. Wilson, Sgt. J. Fuller.
SEATED (1. to r.) : Maj. I. Roper, M.C., Capt. (Q.M.) A. E. Sivers, M.M., R.S.M. S. V. Stephens, Lt.-Col. G. G.
Elliott, D.S.O., Maj. D. O. Faulkner, Maj. A, L. A. Bishop, Maj. V. Dover, M.C,
ON THE GROUND ; O.R.Q.M.S. A. H. Catt,
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Summary of season's matches are as follows :—
PLAYED.
WON.
DRAWN.
LOST.
16
8
4
4
The following have represented the State :—
Ptes. Spanwick. Watson.
The following have represented the Selangor Services :—
Maj. Dover, Capt. Shearburn, Lt. Howlett. Ptes. Cummings,
Spanwick and Watson.
BEST AVERAGES
BATTING
Maj. Crook
32
Maj. Dover
27
Capt. Shearburn
23
BOWLING
Pte. Spanwick
. . 40 wickets .. average 4-2
Pte. Cummings
. . 52 wickets .. average 6-1
Pte. Watson
.... 17 wickets . . average 8-7

ASSOCIATION

The following have represented the Bn. on more than
one occasion :—
Goal : Ptes. Wood, Fairbrass.
Back : Ptes. Shearing. Johnson, Jeffrey.
Half-backs : 2/Lt. Smith, Ptes. Nash. Redburn,
Wiltsher, Green, Robbins, Fuller.
Forwards : Ptes. Kelly, Carr, Elliot, Patrick, Melville,
White, Cumper, C'pl. Kingsford.

FOOTBALL

During the last month, Bn. football has consisted
mainly of UIu Selangor League matches and a friendly
match against Sultan Idris Training College at Tanjong
Malim (lost 2-1). lt has been very difficult to play all the
league games on the pre-arranged dates as operations have
caused postponements.
Up to the time of writing the Bn. has lost only one
league game against Belfield Club. Due to operations the
team rarely consists of the same players; consequently the
standard of play is very unsettled. Over the past month in
six games over 20 players have represented the Regiment.
We had very easy victories against K.K.B. Police,
Rawang Police and the Rajah XI. Throughout the season's
league matches only four players have appeared regularly,
namely, Ptes. Carr, Nash, Shearing and Kelly. All four
have given of their best and in an ever-changing team they
have played consistently.
The team suffered a severe loss when L/Cpl. Fuller was
injured when playing in a scratch game. He was missed
in the half-back line, where he had previously been a tower
of strength. Always well positioned, a very clean and
reliable player, he will be unable to play for the remainder
of the season.
I am informed that the standard of football which is
new produced in the Bn. is not as high as it used to be.
Nevertheless, we continue to win games and also enjoy our
football. From a critical point of view there is a definite
need for a more direct style of play. The wingers appear
loth to centre the ball and even near the goal-mouth there
is a tendency to hesitate before shooting. The defence is
net strong at the moment, but by building up a regular
team in which defenders mark their men continually and
forwards pass and shooot first time, we hope to have a
good team in the near future.
Here are the results of league matches which we have
played so far this season ;—
DATE.
OPPONENTS.
July 23rd : K.K.B. Police
July 28th : Rawang Police
August 8th : Belfield Club
August 15th : Rajah XI
September 13tli : Batu Arang S.C
September 16th : P.W.D.S.C

RESULT.
SCORE.
Won
8-0
Won . . . . 3-0
Lost . . . . 0-1
Won . . . . 9-0
Won . . . . 3-1
Won
1-0

Position in the U.S.D.F.A. League up to September
18th, 1952 :—

TEAMS.
PLAYED. WON. DRAWN. LOST. POINTS.
—
1
12
. 7
6
P.W.D.S.C
—
1
10
. 6
5
Q.O.R.W.K
1
1
7
Rawang Tin Fields S.C. . . 5
3
2
1
4
5
K.K.B. Police
7
6
2
1
3
5
Rawang Police
4
. 7
2
1
5
Belfield Club
2
—
4
Batu Arang S.C
. 5
3
. 6
2
4
2
Rajah's XI
—

The Bn.'s Iban trackers before the race.

NOTICES
6th BATTALION REUNION DINNER
The Annual Reunion of the Old Comrades Association of
the 6th Bn., "The Queen's Own," will be held at the
White Hart Hotel, Bromley on Saturday, 8th November.
Business Meeting, 6.30 p.m.; Dinner, 7.15 p.m.
Particulars from Hon. Secretaries :—
1914-18—C. Sayers, 59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington;
1939-45—E. Davies, 15, Widmore Road, Bromley.
REUNION—SIGNAL PLATOON
Ex-members, 2nd Battalion
The Seventh Annual Reunion of the war-time Signal
Platoon, 2nd Battalion will take place in
London on the 15th November.
All ex-members are invited. Full details from—
B. W. Shears, 60, Fanshawe Avenue, Barking, Essex.

EDWARD SHARP & SONS LTD.
of Maidstone.
"THE TOFFEE SPECIALISTS"
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4/5th BATTALION
BATTALION H.O.

T

HE Divisional Rifle Meeting was held
on Saturday and Sunday, the 30th
and 31st August, on the Hythe Ranges,
and we were very encouraged by our
members who turned up. We were, in
fact, able to enter six teams of eight with
four others who participated in individual
competitions.

Although our results did not bring
home any of the big prizes, nevertheless, all our teams
acquitted themselves well, none of them being lower than
the middle of the list. One-or two individuals turned the
week-end into quite a financial success on Pool Bull's and
other side shows, so they at any rate were happy.
Our " Falling Plate " team was not quite as success
ful as we had hoped, but we look forward to another year
when we hope we shall really " land " the Cup. One very
experienced and older member of our team, who shall
remain nameless, having cantered forward one hundred
yards at a steady walk, proceeded to get down to start what
we all hoped would be a record shoot, but, alas—we, the
anxious spectators, saw from afar what appeared to be
" our great champion " starting to " pull his rifle through."
We discovered later that it was a " jam " so he was partially
—but only partially exonerated.
The other events have been motor cycle trials. As
reported before we have started our 4/5th Bn. Motor Cycle
Trial Club, and as a preliminary canter we entered for
"The Sunbeam Motor Cycle Trials," in which there were
some 70 service and about 80 civilian entries. Very few
Service entrants finished the course without disqualifications
—the course was set primarily for special trial motor cycles,
whilst the Service ones were far too heavy and not suited
to the course set. We were, however, very encouraged by
the fact that all members of our "A" and " B " teams did
complete the course, but were unfortunately disqualified for
being over the specified time.
With the laudable attitude of " Nil Desperandum " we
entered "A" and " B " teams for the District and Divi
sional Motor Cycle Trials, this took place at Dibgate, on
Sunday, 21st September. We were most gratified on the
results, in which our "A" team, consisting of Maj. Bobby,
Ptes. Lark in and Reeve came in 3rd in the District result
and 2nd in the Divisional result. "A" Team now goes
forward to the Command Trials on Sunday, 5th October.
We do not know any other results yet, but think that our
" B " Team also came well up the list. So now we look
to our "A" Team to sweep the board in the Command
Trials and the best of luck to them.

Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
" The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.

" B " COMPANY
We have yet another departure from our ranks to
record, in the person of our Second-in-Command, Henry
Ford. Captain Ford, who is one of the " oldest inhabi
tants " of the post-war era, having joined the Coy. after it
was re-formed, has now gone to command "A" Coy. His
familiar figure, poring over ledgers or " pouring over the
bar" will be sorely missed, but at least he will not be
estranged from us. Our loss is Able Coy's, gain and we
wish him well in his command.
Maj. Coath and other officers of the Coy. have again
been busy in co-operation with the Lord Lieutenant's
Committee chatting to young fellows registering for National
Service at Orpington Labour Exchange. We are pleased
to know that a number have expressed their keenness to
join the Bn. when they are released. It is of great value
to many of these lads to have an informal discussion about
their National Service and subsequent commitments, pro
viding as it does an opportunity to dispel some strange
notions and to give guidance on a number of difficulties.
We look forward to welcoming them at the Drill Hall in the
not-too-distant future.
Six members of the Coy. were represented at the Divi
sional Rifle Meeting, at Hythe last month. That old firm
of sharp shooters, C.S.M. Vallins and Sgt. Bill Styles, had
with them C/Sgt. Johnson, Cpl. Amber, L/Cpl. Butler and
Pte. Quant. The " Old Firm " also represented us at the
Bn. Falling Plate Competition. We are now trying to invent
a method of making it more difficult for them to score
possibles on our Miniature Range, but short of putting the
targets out of sight the problem remains to be solved.
" Busy Bee."
/#C#/

COMPANY

Since our last contribution attendances at Parades have
improved steadily. Amongst our most frequent training
have been rifle and L.M.G., Ts.O.E.T. and the Inter-Coy.
.22 Competition.
The Commanding Officer visited the Coy. informally
on the 4th Sept. It is with pleasure that we learn that he
is shortly to reside in Sevenoaks.
Lt. Evans, C.S.M. Woolley, Sgt. Maynard, Cpl. Palmer
and Pte. Allen represented the Coy. (together with three
borrowed from " D" Coy.), at the Divisional Shoot at
Hythe, on 30/31st August. They scored 445, beating the
other Bn. team by some few points. C.S.M. Woolley, Lt.
Evans and Cpl. Palmer made very good scores.
Since last month we have welcomed Ptes. James, Buck
(from " D " Coy.), Last and Burgess to the Coy. Pte.
Burgess is from the 1st Bn. where he was Maj. Upton's
batman on active service. Pte. Buck is a volunteer N.S.
man.
We were delighted to hear of Cpl. Norriss' marriage,
but unfortunately we have not yet heard of any details.
This will be reported more fully in our next contribution.
We are sorry to learn that Lt. H. R. Duggan has been
suffering from some obscurely understood form of blood
poisoning. It is rumoured that this may be the reaction
against the dope he has been applying to his tonsure.
The Home Guard Bn. H.Q. and a Rifle Coy. are in
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stalled in a hut outside the Drill Hall. They meet on Wed
nesday evenings; and our bar takings have soared as never
before. Mr. Rogers is again in harness as R.S.M.
Green-Oaks.

" D " COMPANY
This month has been largely devoted to consolidating
—(wretched word)—the training programme. We are really
getting down to things at Parish Lane these days—inspec
tions and visits welcomed ! Several members of the Coy.
attended the " Shoot at Hythe "—those clear familiar ranges
where the shingle makes a mile seem like ten. The results
from one point of view were disappointing. No awards, no
really good scores—and too many washouts on the snap.
The method whereby we fired two shots at each exposure
was not appreciated and the tendency all round seemed to
be to bang off two rounds without proper sighting, however,
if the Ministry of Works ever do make our miniature range
look something like a range we might be able to remedy
the position.
Congratulations to Sgt. Quinn on the metamorphosis
he has wrought in the Drill Hall. The armoury has to be
seen to be believed; the place is a fitting
subject for a
pamphlet photograph. You know the sort of thing that
makes everything look so easy that all you need is a pamph
let photograph to show you how !
Even the Coy. Office has acquired an almost pro
fessionally businesslike air. This is in spite of two plaster
of paris laminated busts which have appeared on the wall
behind the Coy. Commander's desk. Incidentally the two
people depicted—two well-known war-time leaders—are
both improperly dressed; the translantic gentleman should
now be plain Mr. and not a Four-Star General. The other
figure appears to have a rampant tank on his beret as well
as the usual and more conventional badge worn by
Generals. Your correspondent, whilst an ardent patriot,
would infinitely prefer the bare wall as it was.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Once more the time has come for the writer to put
pen to paper and write about the affairs of the Coy.
We are now settling down to our winter training pro
gramme, the first part of which is calling in our N.S. men
on occasional evenings for revision on their weapons, before
we proceed to Lydd ranges early in October. May the
weather keep fine for us. Apart from this we have not a
great deal to report, except for the great loss of Capt.
Large, who has left us to go to " A " Coy.
They don't
know how lucky they are. We are pleased to say, however,
that he will be coming to Lydd with us to see that every
body puts the bomb in the right way.
" Washout."

DRUMS
It is not often that we appear in these columns, but
we do so now to say how much we appreciate the gift of
a very fine leopard skin which has been presented to the
Bn. by Maj. B. J. R. Stoneham. This gift will be a lasting
momento of the days when Maj. Stoneham served with
the Bn. in Burma.

ESTABLISHED 1770.

Civil and Military Tailors
and Outfitters
97 New Bond Street, London, W.l
Telephone: Grosvenor 5016-7-8

Special Export Facilities
Our Representative will wait upon you where and
when you so desire, and at our premises every
courtesy and attention is assured to both old and
new customers

Emergency Service: Tailormade Uniforms to
individual measurements within 48 hours
Branches at

CAMBERLEY, ALDERSHOT, SALISBURY
CATTERICK
Appointed Tailors to over fifty Regimen is and Corps
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to him for the coaching which he gives it. Cpl. Argent
has left us for a course at the Small Arms School. Cpl.
Smith has signed on for a further six months before taking
up his post in the local branch of the Westminster Bank.
Capt. H. A. Macmillan is still with us awaiting his
flight to Malaya on a Short Sunderland aircraft.

DEPOT

T

HE intake, whose arrival was reported last month, has
continued its training and is due to pass out on 1st
October. The recruits have worked hard and made good
progress. We look forward to a smart Passing Out Parade.
A short course was run at the Depot for Cadets from
Tonbridge School C.C.F. They were taught Methods of
Instruction and they seemed to enjoy their stay with us.
The Home Guard course, which we have been running
for the local unit, is now completed. Maj. Moss and Sgts.
Collingwood and Palmer have all devoted a great deal of
spare time to teaching them.
Several more drafts have returned from Malaya and
since departed for civilian life.
Much of the Depot's effort has recently been directed
towards training for the Prince of Wales Cup Competition,
which is to be fired on 7th October. The team is captained
by R.S.M. A. J. Hayley, and has recently shown consider
able improvement.
On 24th September we were visited by the Army Com
mander, Lt.-Gen. Sir George W. E. J. Erskine, K.C.B.,
K.B.E., D.S.O., who came to inspect the Depot. He appeared
well pleased with all he saw and displayed particular in
terest in the Regimental Museum.
We were also pleased to see Lt.-Col. Styles at the
Depot early in the month. He presented some of his
uniform to the Museum and has since provided two
splendid dummies to wear it.
Brig. N. I. Whitty, D.S.O., paid us a farewell visit
before returning to Kenya. We hope it will not be long
before he is again in England and can visit us.
Gen. Oliver has twice been to the Depot, on the first
occasion bringing some venison with him which he and
other officers of the Regt. had shot on Lundy Island, the
home of Mr. Martin Coles Harman. Mr. Harman has
kindly sent us the film of the last Passing Out Parade.
Capts. Ruffell and Allberry have also visited the Depot.
To commemorate the Regimental Anniversary a Sevas
topol Dance was held in the New Gymnasium on the
^Saturday before Sevastopol Day.
The success of this dance was very largely attributed
to the hard work of the R.S.M. who organised everything
and ensured that there were sufficient partners.
There are many items of personal interest to record
,this month. Capt. and Mrs. Macmillan are to be con
gratulated on the birth of a son, who weighed no less than
ten pounds at birth.
Mrs. Keenlyside has now sailed to join her husband in
Zomba.
Readers will be sorry to hear that Mrs. Eason has
pneumonia. We wish her a speedy recovery.
We welcome S.S.I. Clarke, A.P.T.C., who is attached
to the Depot on temporary duty. His presence has greatly
strengthened our soccer team and we are most grateful

2/Lt. Hicks is spending a few days at the Depot before
going to East Africa to join 2 K.A.R.
This month we have had a remarkable number of
sports fixtures.
Not until late in the month did cricket
give way to the more manly winter sports. We play hockey
regularly. The Sports Officer, Lt. Young, has great diffi
culty in producing two teams from the limited number of
players available, and he deserves great praise for making
hockey at all possible. At soccer our fortunes have varied.
We beat the Royal Fusiliers Depot by 3 goals to 2, drew
with Rochester Albion 4—4 and lost to Sittingbourne Co-op.
0—3, and to Medway Police 0—3. Another successful
boxing competition was held during the intake's fifth week
of training. This time it took the form of an inter-platoon
competition. Hard, clean fights provided a splendid even
ing's entertainment.
Next month starts with a Passing Out Parade on 1st
October. Col. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C., is to take the salute.
We are also expecting the Annual General Inspection
to take place in the near future.
Many readers will be interested to hear that we are to
start training for ten weeks instead of the present period
of six weeks in November. Recruits will then go straight
to the Bn. from the Depot.
Next year we hope that boating on the Medway will
provide a pleasant pastime for those serving at the Depot.
We already have our own " Serpentine." This is at the
bottom of the Sports Field where our boat is kept, pro
viding easy access to the river. We propose to improve this
site by planting a lawn.
Finally we look forward to the arrival of Capt.
Fletcher, who reports for duty on 7th October.

SERGEANTS' MESS
The Regimental Day was celebrated in the usual way
with a Social week-end on 6/7th September, 1952, to
commemorate "Sevastopol. 8th September, 1855." A full
programme was laid on with cricket matches for 6th and
7th September, and of course the Anniversary Dance in
the Gymnasium on 6th September. The dance seemed to
have some connection with the annual cricket match that
was to have been played on Sunday, 7th September, but
unfortunately, owing to heavy rain, this important match
was not played. It did not mar, however, a pleasant social
evening in the Mess that evening.
Sgt. (Topper)) Brown has been Mess Caterer over the
month, that is when he is not on his day off, on week-end,
or having a pre-release interview. He just about managed
to get by although he invariably ran out of the correct type
of brew at most awkward times, e.g., Sundays. He comes
off the job early next month in order to scrounge an inten
sive course in heavy vehicle driving, prior to finally leaving
the service. We welcome to the Mess and congratulate Sgt.
Mansfield on his elevation in rank as our new Mess Caterer.
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It is some time since we have had a permanent incumbent
in this appointment.
Several of the Mess members will be glad when the
7th October arrives, since they form (he main part, under
the captaincy of R.S.M. Hayley, of the Regimental Depot
Shooting Team, which is entered for The A.R.A. "Prince
of Wales" Cup match, and have spent many hours in practice
for this event. However, we wish the team the very best of
luck, and hope they give a reasonable account of themselves
when firing the actual competition.
St/Sgt. Robertson (our P.T. Instructor) has been roped
in for an Advanced Course at the P.T. School, which lasts
for about three months. The Mess room has been noticeably
quieter since his departure. We welcome, for a short stay,
and hope he will enjoy it, S/Sgt. Tnstr. Clarke, A.P.T.C.,
who is here in the temporary absence of S.S.I. Robertson.
S.S.I. Clarke is a very keen footballer and takes a great
interest in all forms of sport going on in the Depot. He
also finds time apparently to do football pools, since he
managed to collect £25 one week. By the way, the mention
of football brings to mind that great supporter of the
"Gills"—C/Sgt. (Bolo) Manson. We did feel we should
get a little respite this season, but since he has taken on
for an extra year we shall have a lot to put up with by
the season's end. The R.S.M. manages to come up on the
right side with his side bets—" Up the Gills."
The Regimental Depot Grand Christmas Draw is
under way and the list is now available in the Sgts'. Mess.
We hope to keep up the standard set in past years.
The Army Commander, Lt.-Gen. Sir George W. E. J.
Erskine, K.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., paid a formal visit to
the Depot on 24th September, 1952, and had a look around
the Mess. We do hope he was satisfied with all he saw—
yet one more V.I's. signature in our visitors' book.
We are sorry that Sgt. Collingwood is having trouble
with his knee and hear that he will shortly be going to
hospital for an operation. We do hope it will all turn out
all right.
As we go to press the Mess are looking forward to an
evening's outing to Ramsgate, on 3rd October—we hope
the weather will be better than it is just now—more of this
next month. We also hear rumour that the Cpis'. Club are
anxious to avenge their trouncing way back in the summer,
but fixing
a game of football—of course hockey is the
better game.
" McCartney."

ON THIS
NOTICE,
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fact anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Go., Ltd
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020
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HOME COUNTIES BRIGADE
DEPOT, CANTERBURY

S

EPTEMBER having arrived, there has been frenzied
activities among that section of our community here
which concerns itself with Rugby Football.
The posts are up, the field marked, practices arranged,
and small children chased energetically away from the goal
posts.
As might be expected, Major Butler is the driving force
behind this activity, and it is to be hoped that the team will
be as successful as last year in their struggle for the Army
Cup.
However, " Rugger" does not completely fill
our
thoughts here, and the training of recruits is proceeding with
its accustomed vigour.
Yet two more new platoons have
joined us from the Depot at Maidstone and have filing
themselves with gay abandon into their strenuous
programme. They seem to be quite a promising bunch,
and it is to be hoped that they will be as successful as
previous intakes. Two of the young instructors here, L/C
Robertson and Doyle, are products of our training, and
they are progressing quite satisfactorily in their training
of others.
Eaton Hail has supplied us with a new officer to look
after these new platoons, in the person of 2/Lt. George.
2/Lt. Weller has joined the permanent staff of No. 4 Coy.
from West Africa.
From new growth to comparatively old pillars of our
organisation, Sgt.-Major Whitlock, after some considerable
time here, has been posted, much to our regret, to Catterick.
We wish to convey to him the good wishes of all personnel
in the Regiment at this Depot.
Sgts. Scrivens and Cawley are both busily filling
in
forms, and interviewing the Coy. Comd., one for permission
to complete his 22 years' service, and the o'hei for his
release.
Other members of the Regiment here seem to be apply
ing for an early release also, if the rumours which reach
i.s in the hinterland of Canterbury have any gleam of truth.
It seems that certain officers will soon be chasing deer, and
probably each other, over the crags of Lundy Island.
Without wishing to cast aspersions on the prowess of
those officers as rifle shots, we do hope that no one returns
bearing a Major's Head stuffed.
" Jumbo."

SITUATION

VACANT

Employer:
Mrs. H. Codings,
Field Place, Compton, Guildford, Surrey.

Tel: Puttenham 315

Employment. For married couple, preferably ex-regimcntal pensioner.
MAN. To be able to help in garden and be a general handyman.
Must have some experience of and be prepared to look after
livestock.
1 Pony, fowls and geese. Countryman preferred. Exbatman would be ideal.
WIFE. Good plain cook. (Breakfast and dinner). Willing to help
in house during mornings.
Unlikely to have any duties during
afternoons.
Restrictions. No children or animals.
Provide and cook own meals.
Accommodation. Separate
furnished
flat
in
house.
2
rooms,
kitchenette, and bathroom.
Free light and firing.
Combined wages. £8/0/0 weekly.
Character. Exemplary.
Compton is 3 miles from Guildford, just off the Guildford-Godalming
by-pass.
Buses to Guildford pass the gate.
Buses to Farnham, 10
minutes walk.
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13th KENT (ROCHESTER) BN.

PASTePRESENT

T

HE Battalion is commanded by Lt.-Col. W. Law, O.B.E.,
M.C., late ot: the Royal Engineers, and Col. S. A.
Jennison (late Indian Army) has been appointed to the
permanent staff as Captain and Adjutant/Quartermaster.
The Headquarters of the Unit is at Fort Clarence, St.
Margaret's Street, Rochester, where also "B" Coy. has
opened up for enrolment and training under the guidance
of "Joe" Wright, who has also enrolled as a "Buck"
private.
" A " Coy., under the command of Major R. D. Paffard,
C.B.E., Captain (S.) Royal Navy (retired), have temporary
accommodation and training quarters at the Water Works
Meadow, Strood, but it is hoped that very soon this Coy.
wili have belter facilities for training.
" C" Coy. are very shortly to occupy their Head
quarters at Strood, when it is hoped that enrolment will
start in real earnest with fruitful results for this Coy.
" D " Coy. have their Headquarters at No. 3 A.A.
Camp, Burham, and are really the best-off for Headquarters.
The Bn. completed its first day on the open range on
Sunday, August 24th, at Lower Halstow and we are pleased
to report that there are still many "dead-eyed Dicks"
amongst the over-60's. Still, the main point was that all
efforts expended on the younger ranks were fully rewarded
by good scores and everybody enjoyed themselves.
Sgt. W. A. Gisby and the Adjutant were third and
fourth respectively in Class " A " of the Grand Aggregate,
at the Kent County Rifle Association Home Guard Meet
ing, held at Sheerness on Sunday, 31st August.
Now, come along all you ex-" Queen's Own," recruit
ing is on Tuesdays and Thursdays between, 1930 and 2030,
at Bn Headquarters. Not too many at one, please, as we
have only one tape measure ably wielded by two ex-Marines,
who occasionally have to stop for refreshment. Incidentally,
the mentioned Marines, " Scrounger" Smith and " Lucky "
Luck, were first and second of their Coy. at the shoot, the
latter's father having been a member of the Royal West
Kent Regiment.
"Joe" Wright, having recently returned from—what
he thinks—a well-earned holiday, reports having learnt a
lot of useful hints for the training of the Home Guard, but
has yet to master the art of securing recruits. Should any
reader know of this method, will he kindly forward the
same to "Joe" Wright, of Chatham.
Some say " Old soldiers never die but only fade away,"
but why fade away before reaching 65 ? So ring up Chat
ham 2006, or ask for any further particulars from Bn.
Headquarters.

+

Banker (to actor): "No, I have not been inside a
theatre for the last 15 years."
Actor: " Ah ! Then you're one of the reasons why I
haven't been inside a bank for the last 15 years."
*

*

*

*

The little boy and his mother stood looking at the
dentist's showcase. The boy, pointing said: "If 1 had to
have false teeth. Mother, I'd like that set."
" Hush, William," said the mother. " Haven't 1 told
you not to pick your teeth in public ? "

ASSOCIATION
Ex-" B" COMPANY/ 5th BATTALION

A

LL our thoughts and energies at this time of the year
are directed towards the conclusion of our various
competitions, and the consummation of our plans for our
" best ever " Reunion Dinner and Dance.
Our year ending in November, the main results are
not yet available, but our Chrysanthemum Champ, is our
Treasurer, Mr. F. C. Johnson, who produced the best
bunch of six, and also the largest bloom. Harry Lake
scored with the second largest and received his 50 fags—
all right for a non-smoker.
Johnny received a magnificent clock, plus 50 fags. Mr.
Wilks was the judge, and presented the prizes. Thank
you, Mr. Wilks, and thank you all the other competitors for
your interest.
There- is a neck-andl-neck race for the Prize Bee
Tankard, so not even the Secretary-bird has an idea of the
winner. The darts is progressing steadily with the final
scheduled for the first Saturday in November.
More of these things another time.
For the moment, we would like to dwell on our
Seventh Dinner and Dance at the Green Man, Catford, on
29th November. We have no need to canvass for support
for this event, as reservations for tickets already exceed
120, and that before they are even printed. However,
although we are normally a very exclusive lot—very
parochial and all that—we would like to see, and do extend
a very hearty welcome to, any other member of the Regt.
who would like to join us. All seats are very carefully
selected and pin-pointed, so they would be sure to be
seated with other birds of the same feather !
Details
have already been published, but will be gladly repeated on
application to Len Clarke, at 62, Summerfield Street,
London, S.E.12.
" Nightingale."

11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

T

HE Chairman, Mr. A. E. Grant, and Mrs. Grant, were
present at the London Branch Social on 13th Sep
tember, 1952, together with Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Dawson,
Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Bull, Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Riggall, and
Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Toomer, M.M.
I was most pleased to see Mrs. Dawson once again
looking quite well and cheerful. She has suffered a very
long illness and I trust that she will enjoy the very best
of health in the future.
All enjoyed the evening's festivities to the full, and
are grateful to the London Branch. As the function no
doubt will be fully described elsewhere, I will just say
" Thank you, London."
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May I draw members' attention to forthcoming events,
which are very important dates on the Association's
Calendar, to which they are urged to support.
Firstly, the Annual Dinner, on SATURDAY, 8th
November, 1952, at Falstaff Restaurant, Eastcheap, E.C.
6.30 p.m. Members of all other Branches are cordially
invited. Cost of Dinner Ticket, 12/6.
Many subscriptions are overdue, would members en
deavour to contact comrades of the 11th who have fallen
out and try to bring them back to the fold, and if they
know of any comrade who is in distress or needs assistance
to attend the Dinner, please write to Mr. Dawson. The
Association has an Emergency Help Fund, and certain
monies available to help comrades to attend the Dinner,
and the Committee would appreciate any information, where
a little thought and help can be given, for it desires most
sincerely to keep members of the Association together and
to help those in need.
Secondly, on the following day, 9th November, 1952,
Annual Remembrance Day Service, at St. Lawrence
Church, Rushey Green, S.E.6, approximately 11.0 a.m.
Details can be obtained from Mr. L. W. Dawson, 6,
Bramley Way, West Wickham, Kent.
" Pte. Banks."

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

T

HE Monthly Meeting on the 12th September, 1952, was
very well supported, and routine business was quickly
dispensed with.
We all were very pleased to have the company of Mr.
and Mrs. E. G. Keeler, and Mr. W. Gregory, who had
travelled from Rochester. They received a warm welcome
as did the new member, Mr. J. Smart, who was duly elected,
with a few words of cheer from the Chairman, Mr. S.
Terry.
We all were happy to welcome Jimmy Pattenden again
after his illness, and hope that his face will never lose its
smile again.
I feel that the Branch owes an apology to Maj. D. V/. J.
Wood, and members of the 4/5th Bn., for its very poor
support to the "shoot," at Shoreham, on 17th August,
1952. I surmise that holidays and "cash shortages" had
a lot to do with non attendance. But 1 trust that we shall
be given another opportunity to prove our worth. How
ever, hearty congratulations to Len Clarke and his merry
men, of ex " B " Coy., on their success.
On behalf of the Branch may I congratulate the London
Branch on its very successful Social and Dance, held on
the 13th September, 1952. We all thoroughly enjoyed the
evening. I, in particular, found it very pleasing to meet
"Hookey" Walker once again, the first time since 1919,
and to indulge in a little friendly banter and a chat over
old times in " Mespot " and those we knew there. London
Branch has kindly offered the Branch seats on their coach
or bus, on the occasion of the P. & P. Association's Social
Gathering- next month, and already 22 names have been
taken of those who are out for a jolly and enjoyable
evening.
In passing, I enjoyed quite a long chat with Alf.
Waterman, at the London Branch Social, from which I
think much good will come. So look out " Alf" for an
"Eagle Eye" on the 18th.

Another parcel or two of books and mags, were passed
over to Sgt. Quinn at our last meeting, for the lads in
Malaya, and I would remind members of the Branch to
do their stuff and sort out some reading matter for the
1st Bn. and let me have it. Well, that seems to be the lot
for now, so, all the best to all members and Branches.
" Ravensbourne."

CHATHAM BRANCH

O

UR monthly meeting was held at the Drill Hall, on
the 1st September, the chair being taken by Mr.
L. W. Davison, at 8 p.m. Among those present were Mr.
G. Anchors (hon. secretary); Alf. Tapp, M.C.; Joe Wright
(Representative at Regimental H.Q.); and ex-R.S.M. Jim
Smith. Apology for absence was received from Maj. R. W.
Brothers, detained by business. A hearty vote of thanks
was accorded to Joe Wright for his organisation of our
outing to Broadstairs, on 17th August.
In my August report re the Home Guard, the age
limit should have been given as 65 years instead of 60 years.
Anyone interested should write to Mr. J. E. Wright,
" Royson," 43. Blaker Avenue. Rochester, Kent, who would
be pleased to give any information.
Many members present signified their intention of
attending the "Get Together" at the Depot, on Saturday,
18th October, at 7 p.m. It was decided to notify by post
cards, all absent members of this event, and I can assure
old comrades that the same show last year was a most
pleasant evening.
Jim Harrington won the booby prize, a basket contain
ing tomatoes and cucumbers.
It is fairly well-known that the standard of discipline
among Colonial troops is somewhat lower when compared
with our regular army, which explains a story of the
Great War, 1914-1918. The Colonel was addressing his
Colonial Regt., and said: " Boys, it is general inspection
tomorrow, and I hope you will do your best, and do not call
me Bill until after he's gone."
W. Williams, ex. 2879.

LONDON BRANCH

T

HE notes forwarded for this month will no doubt be
more lengthy than usual, and it is hoped that the
Editor will bear with us on this occasion, especially as we
are usually up-to-date with our correspondence, even during
the month of July, when I noticed that most units managed
to have their Reunion notes printed although this event
took place after the date notes were due !
First item of news is, of course, our meeting, held on
the 29th August, at our usual venue, following a month of
really hard work on the part of Len Remfry and Bill
Cole, the brunt falling upon Len, however, as our Secretary
was absent on holiday for part of July. W. O. Hallett and
Gladys Harford had performed wonders on their respective
machines and we owe them a vote of thanks for their
efforts. Len himself spent hour after hour addressing
envelopes to all our members and friends in his effort to
bring absentees back to the fold and encourage our new
members.
Certainly the effort will be worth it. Despite the fact
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that on the Sunday following our meeting there was to be
the cricket match coach for Maidstone, 56 members—old
and new—attended, also live ladies, the figures being far in
excess of any meeting other than our Annual General—a
very satisfactory state of affairs. We hope that next month
will see a response to the mail directed at our members
who have not put in an appearance lately; those are the
chaps we want back in the fold.
The minutes were read and passed and we were intro
duced to six new members. There is no telling who will
turn up next. In order of age the first was Dick Bayliss,
who told me he was going to search the Depot on the day of
the cricket to find the photo of himself holding the shield
which "D" Coy. won in 1903. Dick looks a very young
man for that distance back. Mr. Hardy I did not know, but
he was soon at home amongst the boys. Then came three
well-known to me, Messrs. Parry, Spencely and Hartnup, all
of whom had spent a long time with the 1st Bn.
Then came Sgt. Quinn—Paddy—who is a P.S.I., and
just home from Malaya. All were given a very welcome
hand and long may they stay with us. During the applause,
unnoticed by our Chairman, two latecomers walked in, and
I was proud to introduce to the Chair and members, Mog
Stammers, who was C.Q.M.S. of " D " Coy. when 1 arrived
to join the 1st Bn. in India, in 1921. I thought he'd altered
very little. In response to the applause Mog, who had
come in with Bill Page, gave a short speech which was
much to the point re our esprit de corps, and the meeting
continued.
Harry Elson, our hon. Vice-President, was back
amongst us and again, midst much applause, Maj. A. S.
Bredon accepted the offer of the Branch in becoming an
hon. Vice-President. Both Maj. Bredon and Harry Elson
well deserve this honour and we were very happy to see
Maj. Bredon accept so graciously. Only the hitter's absence
—on holiday—had prevented the offer being made
previousy.
Letters from Col. B. L. Clay, who is again in
repeat again—(how these visits do come round !)
Robert Moss were read, and we are indebted to
for the use of the Depot kit and ground for
match which I will comment upon later.

Austria—
and Maj.
the latter
the great

I seldom get an opportunity to have a chat with the
lads without interruption on various counts, and I was more
than pleased to get hold of Darkie Maslin, a very staunch
member of the Branch, who never misses a meeting or an
outing, whatever the cost. He is one of the chaps whom
I'm always trying to get to talk and, having brought him
to ground, discovered he is one of our younger 2nd Bn.
chaps and should be well known to Maj. Bobbie Flint, as
he was his groom only a few years ago. If this should
catch the eye of that officer I am to convey the respects of
Darkie and also his congratulations on the recent marriage.
Tt is with regret that we note the illness of Maj. Sammy
Brooks and hope that an early recovery will be made. Up
till now we have not heard -of any move to a London
Hospital, so hope that the old war horse is mending fast.
We were pleased to receive the well-wishes from Guernsey
and in return offer our best to all those well-known charac
ters of the Regt. I expect Dick Thatcher and Ted Godfrey
have a lot in common, although Dick would have had a
lot to learn from the nimble winger of 1920/21 winter in
Calcutta.
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There was mention of the dance, with a plea for sup
port, also for the " Get-together," about which I spoke a
few words, hoping for a bumper attendance. Then came
cricket and the meeting was brought to a close. Incidentally,
Mr. Spenceley became our 150th member and, seeing that
last winter we were hoping for our 100th, shows how the
chaps are rallying around the London Standard !
The Cricket Test—Maidstone P. & P. v. London Branch
P. & P.
Only one of our team failed to put in an ap
pearance, so we called upon our third twelfth man, Mr.
Davis, to turn out and our first and second twelfth men
acted as umpire and scorer.
Most of us turned up to time and were sampling the
beer quite early on. I was detained by one or two nonplaying members, but managed to scramble in for lunch.
I. am hoping that Maidstone will put in the score sheet;
I give only main features. Johnno, as a good captain, won
the toss, but this did not avail us much as, except for
Packman, nobody reached double figures, and we were all
out for 69. Everybody in the side, however, scored runs;
there were no ducks. Commencing with Johnno and C.
Dumbrell, we had the misfortune of seeing Tom Silk put
ting the ball on the floor from a very easy catch, and I
think that cost us the game, but even Hammond and Hutton
drop catches !
Despite reasonably accurate bowling our opponents
took the score past ours for the loss of four wickets, and
then the game took a turn to the less serious side and,
with loud appeals, runs out from no balls, stumping before
the wicket, and the connivance of the umpires, we induced
the rest to get out sharply, and we were all back in the
pavilion at 6.20 p.m. Bowling honours ? H. Dumbrell,
3—2; Johnson, 3—19.
The Museum had been specially opened for us and
then, the return to the Sgts'. Mess where Tim Hayley and
Alf Waterman were again hosts to a thirsty crew. We were
given a splendid tea and everyone voted it an excellent
clay out. Many thanks, Maidstone, and here's to a return
visit next year. Our thanks also to the N.A.A.F.I. for a
good lunch, and to Alf. Waterman especially for his ex
cellent organisation of the Maidstone end. I feel sure that
all of us of the London Branch who went, thoroughly en
joyed the day, and are grateful for the hard work put in
by the organisers at our end.
Held at the London Bridge Restaurant, the Dance this
year was certainly a great improvement on last year's
function. Attended by the Colonel of the Regiment, who
was there very early indeed, the show went with a grand
swing. It was nice to see Col. Palmer, Lt.-Col. Eason and
Maj. Emslie among our visitors.
Our President, Brig.
Riddell, whom we thought might not be able to make the
trip through dental trouble, was present also, and every
Branch of the P. & P. was represented.
We are indeed grateful to all those who so kindly
came along with their standards, which made a very brave
show, and next month I hope to send along photographs
with suitable notes.
The raffle which was held, brought in shekels for the
funds, and we thank all those willing helpers who went
around selling the tickets on our behalf. The winners
of the prizes came from all Branches. I noticed in turn,
Tonbridge, London, Catford, Maidstone and a Lewisham
representative go up to receive one of the very nice prizes
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provided. The band played music to suit the occasion and
proceedings were enlivened at times by Sid Terry—Catford's popular Chairman—whose bagpipe march and con
trol of a Virginian Reel set was worth going a long way
to see.
Our Chairman, Len Remfry, was on hand early to
welcome Gen. Oliver, and indeed was hard put trying to
do the work of doorman, M.C., and all the Committee's
work alone. However, all went well and we have much
to thank Len for, also his Committee and the donors of
some of the prizes, all of which had been selected with
commendable taste. Now we can look forward to another
one next year, but before that—the " Get Together "—let's
hope for a bumper attendance.
" The Spider."

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

I

T was most disappointing that the heavy morning rains
caused our Annual Cricket match versus the Regimental
Depot to be called olf on 7th September, nevertheless,
many members and their ladies spent a very enjoyable
evening at the Anniversary Dance the evening before, and
also at the social held in the Sgts'. Mess the following
evening.
The following week-end found a full coach load on
their way to what was a very pleasant and enjoyable even
ing with the London Branch, at their dance and social.
We must congratulate them on what was a really first-class
show—the only complaint was nothing to do with the
London Branch (as they don't hold the licence of the
restaurant) was the price of the drinks. We were pleased
to see Maj.-Gen. W. P. Oliver, Brig. R. A. Riddle, Maj.
N. Elmslie among the guests.
Seems as if there was something on every week as far
as our Branch was concerned, for the following Friday,
the 19th September, found us assembled for our monthly
meeting, which, incidentally, was below average for atten
dance, in fact it was the lowest for about three years. This
perhaps is understandable, since the notice of it was sent
out rather earlier than usual. However, we do look forward
to better attendance in future, after all we have 100 paid-up
members on our books. A few members attended the
R.A.F. Battle of Britain Commemorative service at All
Saints' Church, on 21st September—this year there was no
parade as has been the custom in the past, our Standard
and Escorts, however, attended with other ex-Service
Associations from the locality. A letter has now been re
ceived from Sgt. Cooper, R.A.E.C., who is with the 1st
Bn. in Malaya, conveying his thanks to all who contri
buted books for the troops. It seems a long time ago since
the books were handed in, but if you happen to have any
spare novels, detective and fiction stories, we can always
accept them at the Regimental Depot—just hand them in
at the guard room and we will arrange for them to be des
patched as soon as convenient.
We were sorry to hear that Mr. Gould and Mr. (Buck)
Harvey are both in hospital and do hope that by the time
these notes are released that they will be on the mend.
A committee has been formed to co-opt entertainment
to be provided for the Regimental Grand Get-Together of
Branches, on 18th October, 1952. They have had their
first meeting and all Branches will have by now been
notified of " Wat's On " for that date.

The draw for the Maidstone Joint Council of ExService Associations Games and Shooting has now been
received and our fixtures for the start of the season are
as follows: —
14th Oct.—Games, versus R.A.F. Association; 20th
Oct.—versus R.A.F., Shoot; 11th Nov.—Games, versus
British Legion; 2nd Dec.—Games, versus Royal Navy; 8th
Dec.—versus Royal Navy, Shoot.
No doubt we shall rely on those stalwarts of last
season, but new blood is always welcome, and if you want
to take part come along. Further details in monthly meet
ing notice.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
9th November—REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE at
MAIDSTONE TOWN WAR MEMORIAL.
All
members of the Branch are asked to attend—form up
with Standards in Palace Gardens, 10.15 a.m. Medals
should be worn. Afterwards there will be a short
service at the Regimental Cenotaph in Brenchley
Gardens.
15th November.—MAIDSTONE JOINT COUNCIL EXSERVICE ASSOCIATIONS: SOCIAL & DANCE. In
the Gymnasium, The Barracks, from 7.30 until 11.0
p.m. Admission will be by ticket only. These are
available from Committee members on request.
21st November.—MONTHLY MEETING, at Sgts'. Mess,
The Barracks, at 7.45 p.m.
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Private Jankers and. Lulu, the
Ulubashing Fairy

T

HE monsoon rains, thundering against the " attap"
thatched roof of the N.A.A.F.l. at Kuala Kubu Bharu,
added to the confusion inside. At one end the pianist
struggled through " Roll me over," whilst the troops
clustered round him, were, alcoholically, " Coming round
the mountain " with even greater enthusiasm than on the
previous nine renderings.
Oblivious to it all, Pte. Jankers was sleeping as one
who has more than quenched an apparently insatiable thirst,
whilst a learned argument raged over him as to the literary
merits of Peter Pan. An over zealous verse from the chorus
aroused him, and dimly he focussed on the debaters.
" Fairies," he muttered, having caught part of the con
versation and with a clouded memory of the only panto
mime he had ever seen, " I believe in fairies."
His contribution over, he returned to his former state
of stupefaction.
*

*

*

The bar closed, and the pianist, with a masterly
exhibition of man-management, switched to " Auld Lang
Syne," ably supported by the troops who continued to sing
" Coming round the mountain."
^
Slowly and deliberately, Pte. Jankers made his way out
of the N.A.A.F.L, negotiating the barbed wire fence so
skilfully that not one portion of his anatomy was damaged,
despite a large section of his jungle-green trousers which
remained in evidence of his dexterity.
" There's a ditch somewhere here," he thought as he
paddled through the rising flood. At this his feet gave way
and he found himself lying full-length in a pool of water.
" I knew there was," he murmured with some satisfaction,
and his eyes closed, the better to appreciate this prodigious
feat of memory.
His pleasure was disturbed by a tickling sensation at
a point where his tunic had given up the mathematicallyimpossible struggle of joining up with his trousers. The
tickling had been going on for some time, but the nervous
system, which connected an overloaded stomach with what
passed, for anatomical purposes- only, as a brain, was not
functioning too efficiently.
" Dratted mosquitoes," he mumbled, feebly swatting
the air with his hands.
" I'm not a mosquito," roared a familiar voice, " and
I'd rather you kept your hands to yourself. Open your
eyes and I'll introduce myself."
Jankers hastened to obey these authoritative tones. At
his side was a tough, stocky and vaguely familiar figure,
wearing what appeared to be a cut-down mosquito net. The
resemblance to someone before whom Jankers regularly
appeared was enhanced by a stubby moustache, whilst a pair
of wings, normally worn on the right arm. appeared to be
sprouting from the small of the back. A golden crown
rested on the dark wavy hair, and a wand with regimental
crest was in the right hand.
" I'm Lulu, the ulu-bashing fairy," said the apparition,
" so now you know me feller, you play ball with me and
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I'll play ball with you. but if you step out of line, then
watch out—you'll be for the high jump feller ! "
As she uttered these words the medals on her left
breast clanked viciously. " Machine gun fire," she explained.
" Our queen has ordered me to take you to a party
we're holding," she went on, " so up on your feet, soldier."
"Thanks a lot," replied Jankers, "but I'm not sure
if my legs can make it—it's all this jungle bashing," he
explained hurriedly, for fear that this remark might be
correctly interpreted.
" I'll fix that, feller," said Lulu, and the next moment
they were being whisked through the air at a tremendous
pace.
" I command one of the fairy jungle companies," said
Lulu, conversing as though she was travelling third class
from Shornclifi'e to Charing Cross. " I've done more jungle
bashing than any fairy of my rank, in fact," she went on
boastfully, " only last week I led my girls out on a sevenday operation."
" Sure," interrupted a slightly American accent, " and
you came back forty-eight hours later."
Jankers opened his eyes to identify this new-comer,
and discovered that he was in a room stacked to the ceiling
with crates of beer. At one end a large and imperial figure
was seated on a throne which, on closer inspection, proved
to be constructed of beer crates also.
" I'm the fairy queen," said the imperial figure, with
a friendly twinkle in her eyes, " I've had you brought here
so that we can express our appreciation of the way you
spoke up for us tonight in your N.A.A.F.l."
"Think nothing of it," replied Jankers, skilfully open
ing his second bottle of Anchor beer with the slightly
doctored buckle of his web belt. " 'Scuse my not waiting
to be asked, but we're out on operations first thing tomorrow
and it doesn't leave much time."
" By the way," he asked, " why have you got an
American accent ? "
" I've just returned from a visit to the American Fairy
Staff College," explained the queen.
" Now, Lulu," said Jankers, after they had been hard
at it for a couple of hours and had " tiffin," during which
he had thoughtfully filled his pockets, " you've given me a
very nice time and I'd like to do something for you—now
how about coming out jungle bashing with us tomorrow,
then you'll have another one to your credit."
" Jungle bashing ! " exclaimed Lulu, a note of disgust
creeping into her voice, " not me feller, I go in for the big
stuff—company operations with supporting weapons."
A cloud of smoke spurted from her nostrils and
quickly enveloped them all—when it had cleared, Pte.
Jankers found that he was alone in the room.
" Well, they might have given me a lift back to my
' basha,'" thought Jankers and resignedly he opened
another bottle, took a swig from it and collapsed over the
throne.
*

*

*

" I'll soon bring him round," said a remote voice, and
without bothering to open his eyes, Jankers requested the
fairies to leave him alone.
" Fairies," exclaimed another voice. " That's a good
one, calling the Adjutant a fairy."
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At these words, Jankers opened his eyes to find him
self gazing into the far from elfin-like features of the
Adjutant and Provost Sergeant.
*

*

ALGIERS TO AUSTRIA

*

Official History of

"You are charged with breaking into the N.A.A.F.I.
on the night of the 9th September, 1952. and stealing three
crates of Anchor beer and goodness knows how much con
fectionery. What have you got to say for yourself?"

78 DIVISION

In great detail, and with a look of righteous indigna
tion on his face, Jankers explained how the fairies had
invited him out and then let him down so badly.

*

BY CYRIL RAY

His Company Commander's eyes grew smaller and
smaller.

Published by Eyre and Spottiswoode

Price 25s. from Booksellers

" You know me feller," said Maj. Ricky Rover,
" you're for the high jump. Fairies ! " he snorted, " you'll
be telling me next that I'm a fairy."
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Jankers, though tempted, had sufficient tact not to
reply.
W.D.A.
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Now available for members of the Division at
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Members write to

PTE. C. DENTON

IAN McKEE

Pte. Denton was undoubtedly an outstanding young
regular soldier. His bearing, cheerfulness and skill were all
of the highest order. On patrol, no irksome task was com
pleted without thoroughness, enthusiasm and pride.
Both in the jungle and in camp he will be remembered
by us all with admiration and respect. At all times he set
an example which we will not forget, and he leaves a very
real gap in our ranks.
To his parents in Hayes, Middlesex, and to his many
friends, both here and at home, we offer our deepest
sympathy^

37 Lyford Road, London, S.W.I8

enclosing 5A. and stating unit and date of serving
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4/5th Battalion Reunion Dinner

A

REUNION Dinner for all officers, past and present,
of the 4/5th Bn. will be held at the Junior United
Service Club. Charles II Street, London, S.W.I, on Friday,
31st October, 1952.
Details are
Time:
Dress:
Price:

SAFEST

as follows: —
6.45 p.m. for 7.30 p.m.
Dinner jacket (with miniature medals).
25/- (excluding drinks, which will be on a
cash basis).

The Honorary Colonel, Col. W. Nash, M.B.E., T.D.,
will preside.
In view of the recent re-designation of the Bn. as
the 4th/5th, this reunion dinner has been extended to in
clude any officer who has at any time served with the 5th
Battalion.
Particulars from: —
MAJOR C. B. E. WILLIAMS,

" LITTLEFIELDS,"
BARNET WOOD ROAD.
BROMLEY, KENT.

(Farm Bottled)

MILK

I

32, THE BROADWAY,
MAIDSTONE — and at
Tel: 2610

WEST MALLING
Tel: West Mailing 3101

DENNISS PAINE & CO., LTD.
Contractors To H.M. Government

FOR ALL YOUR
IRONMONGERY
MAIDSTONE.

Tele: 2259

PAST & PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

THE
QUEEN'S OWN

JULY 1911

FOUNDEDPATRON:

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS. PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OP KENT. C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E
Colonel-in-Chief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT:
MAJOR-GENERAL W. P. OLIVER. C.B.. O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN:
COLONEL W. V. PALMER
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER:
LT.-COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES:
BRANCH

CHAIRMAN

Bromley
Chatham
Catford & Dlstriot ..
Deptford &

Dlstriot

Gravesend
Guernsey
London
Maidstone
Sevenoaks

Shorncliffe
Tonbridge &
Tunbridge Wells
6th Battalion
7th Battalion
8th Battalion
10th Battalion
11th Battalion

..

20th (London)

..

SECRETARY

DETAIL OP MEETINGS

Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
Mr. A. Smith,
Mr. S. G. Lewis
Service Club, Bromley.
12, Gladwell Road, Bromley, Kent.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
Mr. L W. Davison .. Mr. J. E. Wright,
Hall.
Boundary Road, Chatham.
--Royson" 43, Blaker Avenue, Rochester.
Second Friday of each month, at The
Mr. S. J. Terry .... Mr. S. Knight,
"Prince of Wales," Perry Rise, Forest
215, Ridge Road, Sutton, Surrey.
Hill, S.E. 23.
At " Brown Bear," High Street, Deptford,
Mr. A. H. Fifleld .. Mr. J. W. Reed,
S.E.8. Last Saturday, each month.
55, Berthon Street, Deptford, S.E.8.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Mr A. Wood
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
61. Kings Drive, Gravesend.
First Monday of each month.
Maj. R. H. Thatcher Mr. E. Godfrey, 3. Cordier Hill, St. Peter
Port.
Last Friday each month, at " The CranMr. W. A. Cole,
Mr. L. Remfry
bourn," 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
23, Hertford Street, London, W.l
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Third
Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
Mr. H. Carman
jeants' Mess, Depot. R.W.K., Maidstone.
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Mr. C. Culver,
2. Vine Court Rd., Sevenoaks, Kent.
Fourth Friday of each month, 7.30 p.m.,
Lt-Col. I. R. Lovell, Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
" Fleur-de-Lys," High Street. Sandgate.
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
Third
Friday of each month. T.A. Centre,
Mr.
T.
Latter
Stapley,
Major N. S. C.
Avebury Avenue. Tonbridge.
27. Shakespeare Road, Tonbridge.
Elmslie.
Lt.-Col. G. K.
Mr. C. Sayers,
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Defrates. D.S.O., M.C.
Bromley.
Mr. E. Goodman
Mr. E. Hills,
Alternately London and Gravesend annually,
4, St. Aidan's Way, Gravesend.
1st Saturday in April.
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
23, Morton Gardens, Wallington, Surrey.
Mr. Stanford,
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Mr. A. E. Grant
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
6, Bramlev Way, West Wickham.
Mr. P. W. Sales,
Mr. J. Mingay
Meeting first
Tuesday each month, Holly
16, Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.
Hedge House, Blackheath.

Additional Member:
Mr. M. R. Audsley, M.S.M, 54, Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are:
Life Membersnip: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/-; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/-, Other Ranks, 1/-.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2/- to Life Members.
All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen'3 Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

Tel: REGENT 5915.
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industrial effort is made by the Swan
Mill Paper Co. Ltd., makers of fine

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of Her Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.

paper products. These include:—

SOFTEX TOILET TISSUE
ELASTA AND POLKA CREPE PAPER
SWAN SERVIETTES
GARLANDS AND CARNIVAL NOVELTIES
FANCY WRAPPING PAPERS
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Agents for—

BARCLAY'S LAGER
ASHFORD VALLEY CYDERS
MEDWAY MINERAL WATERS
Wines & Spirits of the choicest brand
Price List on application. All goods delivered.
'Phone Maidstone 3090
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THE REED PAPER GROUP

Wood pulp from Finland is unloaded at Aylesford Paper Mills.
This pulp is the raw material of paper.

THE REED PAPER GROUP includes:

AYLESFORD PAPER MILLS
TOVIL MILLS
THE LONDON PAPER MILLS CO. LTD.
THE MEDWAY CORRUGATED PAPER CO. LTD.
MEDWAY PAPER SACKS LTD.
BROOKCATE INDUSTRIES LTD.
THE SOUTHERN PAPER STOCK CO. LTD.
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THE QUEEN S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt."
The White Horse of

The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."

Kent with the motto " Invicta."

"Vimiera," " Corunna," " Almarez," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " Punniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwal," " Sobraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Luoknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 1884-85," "South Africa, 1900-02," "Afghanistan, 1019."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" Mons," " Le Cateau," " Retreat from Mons," " Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," " La Bassee, 1914."
" Messines, 1914, '17," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg," "Loos,"
" Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " Flers-Courcelette,"
" Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre: 1916, *18" "Arras, 1917 '18," " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917,"
" Oppy," " Pilckem," " Langemarck, 1917," " Menin Road," " Polygon Wood," " Broodseinde," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai,
1917, '18," "St. Quentin," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux," " Lys," " Hazebrouck," " Kemrael," "Amiens," " Bapaume,
1918," " Hlndenburg Line," " Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," " Courtrai," " Selle," " Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 1914-18," "Italy, 1917-18," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumanl," "Egypt,
1915-16," "Gaza," "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine. 1917-18," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" Sharqat," " Mesopotamia, 1915-18."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone
Record

Office—Warwick.

Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The Carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces:
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions:
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)

Malaya.

4/5th Bn. (T.A.)

Tonbridge.

Colonel-in-Chief, H.R.H. The Duches& of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, Major-General W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major R. E. Moss.

" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:—
Officers, 9/- per annum, post free; Other Ranks, 5/- per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with a
Unit of the Regiment, should address their MSS. to the Sub-Editor of the Battalion with which they are serving: otherwise
direct to the Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone. The Editor cannot undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite request
Is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.

Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of addres?.
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Colonel-in-Chief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.J., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: Major-General W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

LIEUTENANT-COLONELS
Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B.. M.C.
Talbot. D. E. B„ D.S.O.. M.C.
Martyn, A., O.B.E.

Appointments
R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
(T/Col.), A.A.G., War Office.
A.Q.M.G., G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.

Buckle, P. C. M.
Flint, A. J. M.. M.B.E.
Crook, P. E., O.B.E.
Read, M. R., M.C.
Butler, R.. M.B.E., M.C.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L., M.C.
Jockson, D. W.
Thomos R. C. W., O.B.
Bailey, J. D. B.
Archer, M. G. M.. M.C.
Rickcord, M. B.
Turner, P. R. H.
Dowse, R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H. Faulkner, D. O.
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring H. B. H.
Eason, J. A.. T.D.
Brock, J. H., T.D.
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.

.C.

(T/Lt.-Col.), Comd. 321 E.A. Lab. Gp.
H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
T/Lt.-Col., O.C. 3rd Nigeria Regt.
(T/Lt.-Col.) Comd. 4/5 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.-Col.) Comd. 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.-Col.) A.A.G., War Office.
(T/Lt.-Col.), Comd. N.R.T.C., Zaria.
M.S. Branch, G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Permanent President, C.M., H.C.D.
2 i/c 2 (N.Y.) Bn., K.A.R.
O.C., Depot.
(T/Lt.-Col.) A.Q.M.G., H.Q.,
Land Forces, Hong Kong.
2 i/c 11R.W.K.
H.Q., Allied Land Forces,
Central Europe.
M.A. to C-in-C F.A.R.E.L.F.
Depot Holdee.
Bde. Adj., H.C. Bde.
G.S. (W.) 1, War Office.
G 2, Joint Intel. Staff, W.O.
(T/Lt.-Col.), H.Q., B T.E.
G.S.O. II (Ops.), Commonwealth Div.
Melbourne, Australia.
G.S.O. 2, M.E.L.F., 17.
M.E. Centre, for Arab Studies.
Inst., R.M.A., Sandhurst.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
G.S.O. 2 (Air) H.Q., Malaya.
1/R.W.K.
51 Ind. Inf. Bde.
1/R.W.K.
G.I 11, Northern Command.
Mons Officer Cadet School.
H.Q., 27th Inf. Bde.
1/R.W.K.
CAPTAINS

Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth. G. U., M.B.E,
Dover, V.. M.C. ..
Clarke, H. W.
Willis, C. F-, T.D.
Roper, I. H., M.C.
Monckton, D., M.C., T.D.

(T/Maj.) H.Q- 24 Inf. Bde.
G 2, British Forces, Hong Kong.
(T/Major), 1/R.W.K.
2/3(K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
Staff College, Camberley.
T/Maj., 1/R.W.K.
Adjt. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt.

Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman, E. G., M.C.,
Hunting, K. M.
Burke, R. A.. M.C.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell. D
Macmillan, H. A.
Blum, D. E.
Franklin, A. W.
f/instanley, R. G.
Vbplanalp, V. C.
Jsborne. E. C. S.
Ihearburn. S. R. O'R.
"ugwell, M. A. J.

1/R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
G.S.O. II (Inf.) H.Q., B.A.O.R.
G.S.O. 111 Soumald st.
O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
Adjt., 1/R.W.K.
Boys' Bn., Tuxford Camp.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
1/R.W.K.
Adjt., 4/5 R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
1/R.W.K.
H.Q. Inf. Bde., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Staff Capt., Kuala Lumpur Gsn.
G.3, H.Q., Malaya.

2nd Bn. Para. Regt.
(T/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
S.C., Soumaldist.
(T/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
(T/Capt.), Depot R.W.K.
T/Capt. 1/R.W.K.
Adjt., Depot.
Malayan Basic T.C.
Depot.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
2nd LIEUTENANTS

Craven, C. E.
Neve, R. W.

Malav Basic T.C.
1/R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTERS

Pond, B. A., M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E.. M.M.
Blake, A. G.« M.B.E.

CAPTAINS

(Maj.) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
(Capt.! 4/R.W.K.

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Regt.
P. Cr E.E. Pendine.
7th Bn., K.A.R.
Adjt. Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin
H.Q., S.P.S.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
On Sick List.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
D.A.A.G., Northumbrian Dist.
Ass. Camp Comdt., B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats.. War Office.
20, Families Camp, Dover.
T.A.F., B.A.O.R.
H.Q. Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
14 Bn. R.A.O.C.
IT./Maj.) A.S.P.T.
T/Capt., A.P.I.U. (U.K.).

Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S.
Russell, H. C.. M.C.. D.C M.
Marsh, H. W.
De Havilland, V. ..
Douris, I. A.
Bell, T. D
Desmond, M. F.
Mugford, N. D.
Fitzpatrick, J . N .
Brooks-Harrington, E. W.
Mannering, L. A.
Huckle, G. S.
Gibbons, A.
Mott, D. H„ M.M.
Jones, F. J.
Duffield, G.
Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, A. P. ;.
McDowell, P. B.
Ellwood, K. S.
Allberry, R. F.
Beaumont, S. H.
Dinsdale, J. W.

LIEUTENANTS
Depot Holdee.
T/Capt., 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
5/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(2/Lt.) att. East Surrey Rogt.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1 R.W.K.
6th (TT) Bn. K.A.R.
Depot Holdee.

Davis, B. A.
Allen, W. D.
Marshall, E. J.
Whitewood, V. F.
Crump, E. D.
Gray, M. H.
Wood, W. R.
Elwell, H. C.
Hatt, P. R. ..
Thatcher, F. W.

QUARTERMASTERS
Watts, A. E., M.B.E., T.D.
Cook, E. S
Hunt, W. G. >

Y.A.

LIEUTENANTS
Clarke, C. S.
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R.
Scouller, J. A.
Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P.
Stock, P. R.
Leigh, P. S.
Howlett, G. H. W.( M.C.
Woolstencroft, D. H.

Appointments
(T/Lt.-Col.) D.P.M. (S.I.B.) G.H.Q.
M.E.L.F
A.D.P.R., M.E.L.F.

Allen, R. H. D.. M.C.. T.D.

MAJORS
Booth-Tucker, J. M. D.
Heygate, E. S., M.C.
Andrews, D. H., M.C.
Jackson, L. F. W.
Elliott, G. G.. D.S.O.
Brooke, H. J. S., O.B.E.
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O.,
Fawcett, G. P.
Spurr, E. C
Stoneham, B. J. S.
Keenlyside, C. H.
Moss, R. E.
Fyler, A. R.

MAJORS

Names
Thrift, K. G.. O.B.E.

..
..

4/5th

Camp Commdt., H.C.D.
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
4th Bn. Malay Regt.

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash, W.,'M.B.E., T.D.
Jackson, L. F. W.

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
Comd., 4/5 R.W.K.
MAJORS
Coath, T. C.
Cocksedge, R. E. C.
Bobby, J.

Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Coombes, A. H., T.D.
Meyrick, K. C.tJ.D.

CAPTAINS
Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.

Blum, D. E., Adjt.
Ford, A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

LIEUTENANTS
Nash, W. M. K.
Waters, B. C. H.
Duggan, H. R.
Ogilvie, J. B.
Clemence, M. J.
Reoch, D. C. D.

Calver-Jones, J.
Hall, P. R.
Newman, B. J..
Pennells, H. D. A.
Lovell, F. W.
McCormack, J. D.

QUARTERMASTER
Blake, A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.

National Service Officers
Maclay, J. N. (Lt.). '
'
Hatwell, A. B. a/Lt.
Taggart, M. (a/Lt.)
Robson, T. R J. fa/Lt.).
Bracewell-Milnes, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Ferguson, H. A. L. (2/Lt.).
Snell, H. B. (a/Lt.)
Hawkins, H. C. A. (Lt.).

Evans, C. M. (a/Lt.)
White, D. R. (a/Lt.).
Thwaites, N. C. (a/Lt.)
Coleman, J. S. (a/Lt.)
Fry, R. A. (a/Lt.)
Curry, A. J. (a/Lt.).
Terry, G. B. (2/bt.).
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HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE COLONELINCHIEF,

accompanied by the Duke of Kent, visited the 1st
Battalion, on operations at Kuala Kubu Bharu, on 7th
October. Though there had been exceptionally heavy rain
for 12 hours before, the rain stopped just in time and,
though the Padang was flooded, a smaller but most success
ful parade was held on the road near the Officers' Mess.
Her Royal Highness, after inspecting the parade,
addressed the Battalion as follows: —
" Lieutenant-Colonel Elliott, Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of the 1st Battalion The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
A little more than a year has passed since I said good
bye to you all at Shorncliffe, and wished you God-speed at
the outset of your journey overseas. At that time it seemed
most unlikely that I should see you again until your tour of
duty was at an end. I was therefore very pleased when an
invitation was sent to me from Singapore, for I knew that
it would give me an opportunity of visiting you.
While you have been out here I have been able to
follow with admiration and pride your conduct in the
service of your Queen and country.
Reports of your
activities have been sent regularly to me by your Colonel,
and I have learnt something about the conditions under
which you have been living from your magazine, " The
Queen's Own Gazette," and from the daily Press.
Service of the kind you have undertaken is not without
its cost; as all of you know, there have been tragic losses.
To the relatives and friends of those who have given their
lives with such gallantry, I send my sincere sympathy. The
bitterness of such a loss is, I know, hard to bear, but one
must take comfort from the fact that your comrades died
in the service of a cause as worthy as any for which men
have been called upon to die, and that they gave that service
without thought for themselves.
There have been triumphs, too. When, a few months
ago, I was at the Regimental Depot, I had an opportunity
of meeting Corporal Pannell and Corporal Martin, whose
brave conduct has been commended by The Queen. More
recently I have learnt of operations against bandits, in one
of which a young officer, Mr. Howlett, was awarded the
Military Cross.
These exploits will make fine reading when the history
of this period of the Regiment's career is written; for you
must always remember that, as serving members of the
Regiment, you are the makers of that history, and the
guardians of its reputation. Upon you rests the responsi
bility of upholding its traditions, and of keeping its name
bright, and I am confident that you will discharge this duty
with honour.
Remember, too, that all of you who wear the Regi
mental badge, from wherever you may have come, and
wherever you may have trained, are now part of that family
spirit which makes the Regiment what it is, which gives it
the sense of unity, upon which its success in action must
always depend.
It is,I am afraid, inevitable that many of you must still
be separated from your wives and families. I hope to see
some of them when I return to Kuala Lumpur this after
noon, but there are many more who have not yet arrived

in Malaya, and I am being kept informed of arrangements
to bring them out here. I wish that they could have seen
you today, looking so fit and well. You are continually in
their thoughts, and they have much cause to be proud of
you.
As your Colonel-in-Chief, I have been very glad to see,
for a brief moment, something of your life in the jungle.
Last year you were new to the difficult conditions of
this country, but it is easy for me to see from your bearing
on parade that, whether you are a Regular or a National
Serviceman, you have responded to the challenge which
confronted you, and I congratulate you all.
May you have every good fortune in the tasks which
lie ahead, and a safe return to your wives and families.
God bless you all."
After spending some time with the Bn. and visiting the
Officers' and Sgts'. Messes and the Cpls'. Club, Her Royal
Highness returned to Kuala Lumpur in the afternoon and
had tea with the married families.
Whilst in Kuala Lumpur, the Colonel-in-Chief stayed
at King's House and a guard, under Mr. Stock, was found
by "C" Coy. Maj. J. C. M. Buckle is acting as A.D.C. to
Her Royal Highness during her visit to the Far East.
Full details of her visit and the Parade appear in this
issue in the 1st Bn. correspondence, with some photographs.
It was a very great occasion, and one which will long be
remembered.
*

*

*

 Trafalgar Day
An old Regimental custom was revived on the 21st
October, 1952, when a wreath was placed on Nelson's
Column in Trafalgar Square, on behalf of the Regiment,
by a representative parly of the London Branch of The
Queen's Own Past and Present Association.
*

*

*

Regimental Marches
A 12in. doubie-sided record of the Regimental Marches,
played by a full military band, will be available shortly.
One side will consist of "Rule Britannia"; the Regi
mental Slow March, " The Men of Kent"; the Regimental
Quick March, " The Hundred Pipers"; "God Save the
Queen."
The other side, a full length record of the Regimental
Quick March. This lasts about four minutes.
This recording will, it is hoped, be useful to the Past
and Present Association for their meetings and also, perhaps,
to A.C.F. and other units for drill purposes.
The records will be comparatively cheap, i.e., no more
than five shillings each.
In order to give the Editor some idea of the numbers
required, would those interested please let him know how
many, if any, they would like.
*

*

*

Regimental Christmas Cards
A limited number of Regimental Christmas Cards
remains for sale. This will be the last opportunity of publish
ing the fact, so in order to save disappointment, you are
requested to write at once and order the number you
require,
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REGIMENTAL DIARIES

We have been informed by the Army Sport Control
Board that the Diaries ordered have been dispatched to us.
By the time this issue of the Regimental Journal reaches
our subscribers, we hope that they will have received their
copies.
*

*

*

REGIMENTAL CAR BADGES

A few Car Badges remain in stock.

Cost 30/6.

Social and Personal

W

E offer our heartiest congratulations to Majors Crook
and Thomas, Acting Sgts. Lemar and Quinn and
Acting Cpl. Healey on being "Mentioned" in Despatches.
*

*

*

*

We have been informed that Lt.-Col. Martyn paid a
visit to the 1st Battalion when passing through from IPOH
to SINGAPORE.
*

*

*

*

Major J. A. Eason writes : "You will presumably have
heard by now that Gordon Huckle has left Northern
Command, where he was Gill S.D., to take up an appoint
ment at Northumbrian District as DAAG. I think he was
very happy to take up this appointment but we are sorry
to see him go from Northern Command.
"I see John Manners occasionally when he calls into
this H.Q., but there are not many members of the Regiment
up this way."
*

*

*

*

*

*

We are sure our readers will join us in wishing the
following our sincere sympathy in their illness, and will wish
them a speedy recovery: —
Brigadier E. W. D. Western,
Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Eason,
Capt. R. S. McCleary.
The latest reports about them are now better. We
understand that "Tank" Western is on the way home from
Mombasa.
*

*

*

*

Capt. Tugwell has written to tell us that he is leaving
Malaya next week (17th October) and will take up an
appointment at Eaton Hall Officer Cadet School.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Col. A. A. E. Merlott-Chitty, County Commandant,
ACF Kent, has accepted an invitation to take a Rifle Team
to Canada next Summer, representing the Public School
and the Army Cadet Force, to fire in the Canadian Cham
pionships.
*
*
*
*
Col. A. K. Grant has changed his place of residence
to:—3, St. Clare Drive, Colchester.
Capt. W. Palmer has changed his address to:—100,
Milton Road, Gillingham, Kent.
#

*

*

*

SINGAPORE
The photograph below shows the Officers of the Regi
ment and their wives who are now stationed or on temporary
duty in Singapore and who were received by H.R.H., the
Colonel-in-Chief, at a private cocktail party given for them
by H.E. The Governor on 4th October, 1952. Only absentee
is Major Buckle, who remained at Government House after
the party on A.D.C. duties. The photograph was taken at
" The Chicken Inn," Seaview Hotel, to which we had
repaired from Government House.

*

Our readers will no doubt be fully acquainted with
the details of the brutal assault on Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Tulloch
by the Mau Mau in Kenya.
A telegram of sympathy was sent to him on behalf
of all ranks of the Regiment, Past and Present, to which
a reply has now been received saying: "Many thanks for
your telegram—both making steady progress."
We are indebted to Col. Hitchins who forwarded a
personal letter from Nairobi giving us information as to
the condition of Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Tulloch, wherein it was
stated that they will be leaving hospital in a few days to
convalesce with some friends in Nairobi.
*

Major (Bobby) Flint is home and is taking up an
appointment with Headquarters Allied Land Forces, Central
Europe.
*
*
*
*
Capt. H. W. Clarke is on leave from Nairobi and
will be home until January, 1953.

*

Col. Maclean has now taken up residence at the Emfuleni Golf and County Club, P.O. Box 1, Vanderbyl Park,
Transvaal,

Mr. G. D. Hamilton, of 32, Pownall Road, London,
E.8., asks us "should H. J. S. Brooke, Esq. (now Lt.-Col.)
still be serving and at the Depot, would you please remember
me to him. He will know me as his first servant when he
came from Sandhurst about 1930, as 2nd Lt."
*

*

*

*

OUR VISITORS
Capt. J. S. Fletcher,
2nd Lt. P. J. Kitteridge,
Major "Mike" Read,
2nd Lt. N. N. G. Maw,
2nd Lt. A. Dunlop,
Major "Bobby" Flint,
Major F. K. Theobald,
Capt. H. W. Clarke,
Col. "Basil" Clay,
Major R. C. E. Mines,
Capt. H. G. Rogers,
Col. A. A. E. Merlott-Chitty.
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Major "Bob" Thomas tells us that he will be leaving
Korea shortly and will be back in England by Mid-January,
1953.
Major "Ronny" Mines informs us that RSM Morris,
ex-2nd Battalion, has been appointed RSM of the Airborne
Forces Depot, and that Cpl. Howard, ex-Band 2nd Battalion
is also at the Airborne Forces Depot.

+

A

DISTINGUISHED

CONDUCTOR

MR. HUBERT FOSTER CLARK TO VISIT CHATHAM

W

HEN Mr. Hubert Foster Clark conducts the London
Philharmonic Orchestra at the Central Hall,
Chatham, on 25th Oct., he will be performing in his home
county for the first time since the war.
Mr. Foster Clark, who is the son of
the late Mr. George Foster Clark,
founder of the firm of Foster Clark, Ltd.,
food manufacturers and fruit canners,
lives at Boughton Monchelsea, near
Maidstone.
Before the war he was for 12 years
the conductor of the Maidstone Orches
tral Society, and then, for seven years
was with the British Broadcasting
Corporation.
At first he was on the music staff
at London, and after a short time be
came the music director for the Midland
MR. H.
Region at Birmingham.
FOSTER CLARK
Two years later he moved to Man
chester as music director and conductor.
During the war he served with The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, rising to the rank of major, in England
and afterwards India and Ceylon. Later, he was seconded
to the War Office Personnel Selection Board.
During the war he conducted the London Symphony
Orchestra on several occasions, and gave a number of
afternoon concerts at the Cambridge Theatre.
Since the war Mr. Foster Clark has been chiefly con
nected with ballet. He conducted "A Bullet in the Ballet,"
with Massine and Varonova, for some time, and after a
period with opera at the Cambridge Theatre, went on an
18-month tour of Australia and New Zealand with the
Ballet Rambert.
He was then with the Festival Ballet Company during
its first season at the Stoll Theatre, London.
¥

CONTEMPORARIES
The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the
following Journals :—
The Dragon;
St. George's Gazette;
The Eagle;
The A.C.C. Journal;
The Wish Stream.

LETTER

TO

THE

EDITOR
118, Havelock Road,
Derby.
27th October, 1952

Dear Sir,
Just a line to ask you is there any Old Comrade in
your Association who remembers me. It is 66 years to-day
since Ienlisted as a Band Boy in the 2nd Bn.,—1886. In 87,
I went to Gib. to the 50th; '88, we went Malta; '91, to India;
'97,1 came home to the 97th; '99, I was invalided.
Officers : I remember serving under Cols. Tweedie,
Bayley, Brock, Majs. Maunsell, Leckie and Styles.
If you have any old timer who remembers me, I should
be very proud to hear from them; by so doing you will
oblige, thankfully.
1628, Bandsman E. Young.

+

REGIMENTAL

MUSEUM

Our grateful thanks are due to the following for their
kind gifts: —
Mr. G. Carter—King Edward VIII Coronation Mug.
" A " Coy., 1st Bn.—Japanese pistol.
Maj. B. Pond—Sam Browne belt.
Lt.-Col. Walter Styles—Donation of £2 to Museum
Fund.
Central Ordnance Depot, Burton-on-Trent—A Drum
mer's Tunic, 1901; 2 R.W.K. Badges, 1875.
Col. Hitchins has kindly offered us a couple of flintlock
carbines, period 1776. We shall be delighted to accept
them and have informed him so.
The Japanese pistol mentioned above was captured by
" A " Coy. of the 1st Bn. in Malaya in June of this year, and
brought home by Mr. Kitteridge. (Well done, "A" Coy.!
Wc congratulate you on your morale and will be delighted
to accept the trophies you intend to extract from the
bandits. It's a promise!)
Writing about " promises "—we have been promised
some divisional signs of the 1939-45 vintage. So far these
promises have not materialised. " No names no pack drill."
So please do send them along.
Among our visitors this month, we were honoured by
the District Commander, Maj.-Gen. E. O. Herbert, C.B.,
C.B.E., D.S.O., who appeared to enjoy his short visit.
(Since writing the above, we have received the carbines
from Col. Hitchins).

HISTORY

OF

78th

DIVISION

This History has been produced by the Divisional War
Memorial Committee and is the main memorial to those
who fell in the Division.
Entitled " Algiers to Austria," it has been written by
Cyril Ray and published by Eyre and Spottiswoode. It has
20 maps and 40 illustrations. It is now available at book
shops for 25/-, but anyone who served in the Division can
obtain a copy for 5/- by writing to Ian McKee, Esq., 37,
Lyford Road, London, S.W.I8. He must state the unit in
which he served and the dates of service.
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HONOURS AND AWARDS
The Queen has been graciously pleased to approve
that the following be Mentioned in recognition
of gallant and distinguished services in Korea,
during the period 1st January to 30th June, 1952:
Major R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E. (63722).
For Services in Malaya (L.G. of 21st October, 1952):
Major P. E. Crook, O.B.E.,
A/Sgt. R. D. Lemar,
A/Sgt. E. Quinn,
A/Cpl. R. V. C. Healey.

PROMOTIONS

AND

APPOINTMENTS

Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY
Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E. (20181) late Inf. retires on ret.
pay 13th October, 1952.
Lt.-Col. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C. (40742) on
completion of period of service in command
remains on full pay (superny.) 4th November,
1952.
The undermentioned Captains to be Majors:
J. A. Eason, T.D. (72416) 24th August, 1952.
P. N. Elgood (108197) 22nd October, 1952.
T. V. Upton (358549) 22nd October, 1952.
Lt. Derek Harold Woolstencroft (408482) from Queens
S.S.R.C., to be Lt., 8th November, 1952, with
seniority, 7th June, 1951.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST.—

The undermentioned Cadets to be 2/Lts., 23rd August,
1952:
22424835 Philip Michael John George (424536).
22605512 Michael George Thomas Hicks (423799).

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS.—

Lt. B. R. Sinclair (343786), relinquishes his command
15th October, 1952, and is granted the hon. rank
of Capt.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION.—
Capt. D. S. Miller (375868) from Active List to be

Capt. 12th October, 1952, retaining his present
seniority.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

NATIONAL SERVICE LIST.—

2/Lt. G. B. Terry (415805) from Reg. Army Nat. Serv.
List, Surreys, to be 2/Lt., 2nd October, 1952, with
seniority, 24th March, 1951.

TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Capt. (A/Maj.) J. D. Stocker, M.C., T.D. (88402), from
Active List, to be Capt., 24th July, 1952, retaining
his present seniority, and is granted the hon. rank
of Maj.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
DOVER.—On October 23rd, 1952, at Kuala Lumpur, to
Joan (nee James) wife of Major Victor Dover, M.C.,
a son (Michael James) a brother for Jacqueline.
BRADSHAW.—A son. Leslie, born to the wife of 6349610
Sgt. F. Bradshaw. at New Cross, London, 27th August,
1952.
ENGAGEMENTS
NASH—FRIEND.—A marriage has been arranged, and
will take place in Sydney, New South Wales, in
January, between Michael, eldest son of Col. and Mrs.
Nash, of St. Paul's Cray, and Joan, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Walter Friend, of Collaroy, Sydney.
SPURR—NEWALL.—The engagement is announced be
tween Arthur Michael Marshall Spurr, Geological
Survey, Tanganyika, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. Spurr,
of Newton-le-Willows and Stambourne, and Patricia
Ann, elder daughter of Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs.
E. J. Newall, of Mbosi, Tanganyika.
4-
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: News

from



I St

Battalions :
»

BATTALION

I

MAGINE our disappoint
ment when, on awakening
on the morning of the 7th of
October, we found that the
monsoon rains had started
overnight, and showed every
intention of continuing.
Preparation for the parade on
the local padang appeared to
have been for nothing and we
resigned ourselves to the wet
weather programme, which
would have omitted the
parade.
Later that morning the
clouds lifted and the rain
eased up to a fine drizzle. At
eleven o'clock the Command
ing Officer called a conference
at which he told us that " wet
or fine the parade would go
on," though of course, the
padang, which by then was inches under water, was out of
the question.
The conference was no sooner over than the long
and heavily guarded convoy passed by, taking Her Royal
Highness to the District Officer's house.
A little before half-past twelve the armoured limousine,
which had been loaned to Her Royal Highness, by His
Excellency General Templer, drew up at the Officers' Mess.
Her Royal Highness, who was dressed in a belted white
cotton dress, with a tightly pleated skirt, was accompanied
by her Lady-in-Waiting, Lady Rachel Davidson, the Duke,
two Equerries, Maj. P. Buckle, the Bn.'s Second-in-Command, who has been acting as aide-de-camp during the
Malayan tour, and the G.O.C., Maj.-Gen Sir Hugh
Stockwell. The party was met by the Commanding Officer
and the P.M.C., Maj. Dover.
Meanwhile the Bn. had formed up on the road in
front of the Officers' Mess, in two Coys., the first com
manded by Maj. Bishop, the second by Maj. Roper, with
the Colour Party in between and the' Regimental Band in
the background.
Her Royal Highness left the Mess, and after taking the
Royal Salute, inspected the parade, stopping and talking to
many of the men and taking a great interest in their personal
details. The inspection took longer than had been antici
pated, for as Her Royal Highness remarked afterwards,
" These are my soldiers and 1 have come a long way to
see them."
The inspection over. Her Royal Highness spoke to the
troops, saying that she had followed closely the progress



of the Bn. " with admiration and pride," but the service
had not been without cost, and as all knew, there had been
tragic losses.
She sent her sincere sympathy to the relatives and
friends of all those who had given their lives with such
gallantry.
There had been triumphs and these exploits would
make fine reading when the history of this period of the
Regiment came to be written. " You must always remember
that, as serving members of the Regiment, you are the
makers of that history and the guardians of its reputation.
" Upon you," she went on, " rests the responsibility of
upholding its traditions and of keeping its name bright, and
1 am confident that you will discharge this duty with
honour.
" Remember, too, that all of you who wear the Regi
mental badge, from wherever you may have come, and
wherever you may have trained, are now part of that family
spirit which makes the Regiment what it is, which is the
sense of unity upon which its success in action must always
depend.
" I wish that your wives and families could have seen
you here today, looking so fit and well—you are continually
in their thoughts and they have much cause to be proud of
you.
" It is easy for me to see, from your bearing on parade,
that whether Regular or National Serviceman, you have
responded to the challenge which confronts you."
The speech over, Lt.-Col. Elliott called for " three
cheers," which echoed from the overlooking jungle covered
hills.
The Bn. then marched past to the tune of " A Hundred
Pipers," and as it moved oil, the Iban trackers of the Bn.
formed up in front of Her Royal Highness, and after
making a speech which was translated by a Chinese Liaison
Officer attached to the Bn., presented Her Royal Highness
and the Duke with parangs, which they had made. On his
birthday on the 9th, the Duke used his parang to cut his
birthday cake.
A cine film of the parade was made and also a broad
cast, which was later relayed both over Radio Malaya and
the B.B.C.
Her Royal Highness was then taken to the Sgts'. Mess,
where several members were presented and a group photo
graph taken.
Meanwhile, the Duke was being shown a demonstra
tion of jungle equipment by Maj. Roper, this included Pte.
Love, of Sp. Coy., who was dressed as a bandit, complete
with captured rifle and comparing most unfavourably with
another member of Sp. Coy. in normal jungle dress. The
Duke was extremely interested in the contents of the jungle
pack and especially in the rations carried. Later he spoke
to a jungle patrol over a portable radio and drank a mug of
tea which a member of the team had been brewing in front

292

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

of his bivouac. A demonstration of the jungle dogs then
followed, including obedience tests and the uses of a " Killer
Dog," which had been trained by the N.C.O. in charge of
the Dog Section. A " suspected bandit " was brought down
by the dog, and later, when the suspect attempted to escape,
the dog again pinned him down.

ing, "Tomorrow or whenever it is."- Mr. Tan, our
N.A.A.F.I. Manager, who had to be kept completely in the
dark but at the same time had to produce a first-class lunch
for the Press, got more and more worried as the days went

Her Royal Highness, returning at this moment,
expressed a wish to see this and again the dog rounded up
the bandit. Pte. Love was then presented in his bandit
clothing.
Cocktails were then served in the Officers' Mess and
members of the Regiment and their wives presented to Her
Royal Highness. The Mess was looking as it had never
done before, thanks mainly to the P.M.C. and Mess Staff.
The Mess had been freshly painted and decorated and
window boxes filled the air with tropical fragrance. On a
table stood a signed photograph of Her Royal Highness
with a silver statuette on either side; upon seeing it she
remarked : "I see my soldiers guard me even in my
absence."
The luncheon which followed was divided into two
parties, in one room sat Her Royal Highness, together with
General Stockwell and the wives and Senior Officers; in
the other the Duke dined with the Subalterns, and
thoroughly enjoyed himself. In the same room as Her
Royal Highness stood the Colours, with a drummer in
scarlet uniform on either side.
After lunch, General
Stockwell turned to the P.M.C. and said : "That was the
slickest little lunch I've had for a long time." Her Royal
Highness also expressed her appreciation of the meal in a
letter to the Commanding Officer.
After lunch, the remaining members of the Regiment
were presented and a group photograph taken. Her Royal
Highness was then taken to the Cpls'. Club, where various
members of the Bn. were presented.

THE QUEEN'S COLOUR : Lt. G. H. W. Howlett, M.C.,

C.S.M. Boorer.

THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR : Lt. P. S. Leigh, C./Sgt. M.
Sawyers, M.M., C/Sgt. R. Barton, R.S.M. S. Stephens.

In the meantime the Duke had gone to the 30 yards
range, where he proved himself a capable shot, at one time
knocking down four tins out of five with an Owen gun. A
-38 revolver, however, defeated both himself and his equerry,
Lord Althorpe.
At about three o'clock, Her Royal Highness had to
leave on account of the long journey to Kuala Lumpur.
Before doing so, she expressed her extreme appreciation
of the visit, and regret at not being able to spend longer
with her own Regiment.
On arrival in Kuala Lumpur, Her Royal Highness met
the wives of the Other Ranks of the Bn. at a tea-party in
the N.A.A.F.T. This party was also a great success, due
largely to all the work put in over the previous weeks by
Capt. Abplanalp.
Any account which covers only the events of the Great
Day necessarily omits a number of activities, all of which
were vital to the success of the day itself.
For example, for security reasons, the date of Her
Royal Highness's visit had to be kept "top secret" until
she had arrived in K.K.B. This made things very difficult
for the P.M.C., as it was essential that security be main
tained. The Officers' wives also had to be told, but at the
last possible moment, and this task was successfully under
taken by Capt. Abplanalp. The Cpls. and Ptes., who were
to be introduced to Her Royal Highness, had to be
rehearsed, and the R.S.M. overcame all difficulties by say

The presentation of the Parang by Iban, with
Interpreter standing by.
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by as to whether his very special gorgonzola would not have
run away before the Press could be in a position to catch
up with it. They did catch up with it, however, and as a
result we have had some very good photographs, a news
film and a sound recording of the parade. The Press really
were well entertained, and for the financial side of it, our
thanks are due to the Bn. contractor, Mohamed Ibrahim,
who, in addition to paying for the drinks of the Press, also
allowed a large discount o(T the bill incurred by the Officers'
Mess.
Her Royal Highness's visit was a really great occasion
for us and we are all proud to be " her soldiers."
*

*

*

The Bn. once more, after a long interval, has its own
Padre and we are delighted to welcome him. Capt. James'
last Bn. was the Green Howards, who have sailed for home.
We want his stay with us to be a long and happy one.
We hope that Mr. Andrew Taylor, the manager of the
rubber estate at Rasa, which is a village a few miles from
here famous for its bandits, has by now called at the Depot
and been suitably entertained. He kept open house for us
at his bungalow, and we wish him a really enjoyable leave
away from it all.
Erskine Camp has been practically empty during the
last ten days, with A, B and Sp. Coys out on two four-day
operations. On the first one, the R.A.F. helped out Maj.
Roper's mortars and machine guns by four days' practically
continuous bombing and ground strafing. The first bomb
of all fell so close to K.K.B. village that it shook H.Q. Coy.
off its chairs and is believed to have brought down a house
in the village. The bombing and mortaring certainly got
things moving, but in spite of several contacts, no bandits
were killed as far as we know. They may still come in.
In the interval between operations, most of the Bn.
were able to see the Carol Carr show. They were excellent
and most entertaining. If only we could have a Carol
Carr here every week !

" A "

COMPANY

Peace has settled on the camp once again, now that
H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent has left after inspecting the
Bn. Undercarriages have been lowered and a mass land
ing took place at approximately 1630 hours on 7th October.
There are still a number of members of A Coy. walking
with their heads in the clouds. These are the fortunate
ones who were presented to H.R.H., among them being
C/Sgt. Barton. Ptes. Carr, Barden and Bateman. Despite
the weather, the parade went off very well, and all concerned
were most thrilled and excited to welcome the Duchess of
Kent to K.K.B. A good day was had by all and appro
priate celebrations followed. Let us stop and cast our
minds back to the days prior to the visit and to the men
behind the scenes. There were Maj. Bishop, Capt. Scull
and Lt. Smith, armed with pieces of chalk, inspecting the
new suits issued for the occasion, and putting marks here,
there and everywhere for action by the Regimental Tailor.
Pte. Carr, the Storeman, doing four or five trips a day to
the dhobi to ensure that the suits were properly cleaned and
pressed. The Coy. Ord. Sgt., Cpl. Wibley, chalking up
more men for parade and giving them words of command
(Needless to say, those men did not attend the parade !),
and numerous other types doing the little odd jobs a little
more often. To them all we say, " Well done ! Congratula
tions on a very fine show."
Apart from these activities we have been engaged in
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the re-organization of the Coy. Office, which in itself was
a formidable operation. Our new C.S.M., W.O.II Seabrook,
came to us from Hong Kong via Singapore, picking up on
the way new systems and organizations to be put to the
test on our own Coy. For a week one could see the C.S.M.
discarding this, that and the other as unnecessary, and for
the same period, but perhaps an hour later, the C.S.M. and
the Coy. Clerk retrieving same and replacing them in their
original positions. This method has proved most success
ful, and now we don't know what anybody else is doing.
Good luck, C.S.M., and welcome to the Coy.; may your
stay be long and pleasant.
We also welcome to the Coy. Ptes. Hart, Smith, Best,
Boyd and Bishop and hope they find life in A Coy. not as
confusing as H.Q. Coy. must have been.
We send congratulations to Cpl. Matcham on his recent
promotion; we hope he soon advances further up the
ladder.
In the sporting circle we are not yet considered as
dangerous rivals to the other Coys, in the area, but we have
been holding our own at football. The greatest triumph in
this sport was when we took the wind out of the sails of
B Coy. by trouncing them 2-0. Credit for our football
prowess should go to 2/Lt. Smith, L/Cpl. Haley and Pte.
Carr, who besides forming the backbone of the team, did
all the donkey work in arranging and managing the eleven.
Before going away from football, I feel we must mention
our latest find, Capt. Scull, who took the position between
the sticks as a favour for us. Ten minutes after the kickoff he took up a further position behind the sticks claiming
he had sprained his back taking the ball from the back of
the net. As a goalkeeper, he makes a good supporter.
Keep it up. Sir.
Another sport becoming very popular amongst us is
volley ball, and we now have our Coy. league running with
one team from each Platoon and one from Coy. H.Q.; the
latter being hot favourites if Capt. D. Scull can be kept
disinterested !
Last week we said goodbye to seven old stagers, most
of whom have been out with the Bn. since the beginning
of the tour. Good luck and happy hunting in the wee
island across the way to Ptes. Bangs, Foreman, Preece,
Johnson, Leonard, Rogers and Head.
The most recent of our new arrivals is 2/Lt. Halsall,
who has just rejoined us from 18 Inf. Bde., where he has
been carrying out the duties of M.T.O. Don't drive your
Platoon too hard. Sir, but steer them well.
After a reshuffle of accommodation, we have now
acquired a quiet room complete with curtains, chairs, tables,
etc. It is proving most popular with the men of the Coy. and
the dart board is being overworked, especially during parade
hours !
The garden competition is causing some confusion
among the ranks. There are those who say we should have
tip-top gardens looking neat, tidy and beautiful, and those
who say that it is a mark of the base wallah and that we
should refrain from entering. To compromise, we have
decided on over-grown jungle, edged with stones and pickets
to denote the tidy ulu bashers. We may stand a chance
because from all accounts both judges are non-gardeners
and base wallahs. We hope they can't tell the difference.
Lt. Marshall has rejoined us from the F.T.C. full of
ideas and suggestions, but limping badly. No amount of
fishing, obvious hints, and even straight questions can get
—(continued on page 298)

Her Royal Highness, accompanied by Lt. Stock, inspecting the
Guard at King's House, 3rd October.

Colour party. Commanding Officer. Capt. Scull and No. 2 Coy.
listening to the address by Her Royal Highness.

-

if

Three cheers for the Colonel-in-Chief." The Commanding
01hcer,'Capt. Scull and No. 2, Ccy.

No. 1 Coy. commanded by Maj. A. L. A. Bishop.

2

A
O

H.R.H. inspecting the Parang

Her Royal Highness converses with O.R.Q.M.S. A. H. Catt,
and R.S.M. S. Stephens.

!

to
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Marching to guard mounting at Wardieburn. 3rd
October, prior to proceeding to King's House.

Adjutant inspecting the guard at Wardieburn before
it moves to King's House.

Old and new guards presenting arms at King's House
on handing and taking over, 3rd October.

Posting reliefs, King's House, 3rd October,

C/Sgt. Leach taking over guard room at King's House
on 3rd October.

Present to His Excellency at King's House on
4th October.
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REAR : 2/Lt. G. D. R. Smith, 2/Lt. W. Blanch.
SECOND ROW : Lt. B. M. Barron, R.A.M.C., Capt. W. D. Allen, Capt. K. Dodson. Capt. D. S. Scull, Capt. P. J. Goodwin.
Lt. K. S. Beale, 2/Lt. H. C. Elwell.
SEATED : Maj. I. H. Roper, M.C., Maj. T. V. Upton, Maj. H. B. H. Waring, Capt. J. B. Wilson, Lt.-Col. G. G. Elliott, D.S.O.,
H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, Maj. P. C. M. Buckle, Maj. D. O. Faulkner, Maj. A. L. A. Bishop, Maj. V. Dover, M.C.,
(Capt. (Q.M.) A. E. Sivers, M.M.

W.O.s' and SERGEANTS' MESS, 1 R.W.K.
REAR : Sgt. G. Heyfron, Sgt. Botting, Sgt. J. Westlake, Sgt. T. Meade, Sgt. B. Martin, Sgt. J. Thornton.
THIRD now : Sgt. R. Vine, Sgt. R. Roberts, Sgt. H. Proctor, Sgt: A. Parker, Sgt. T. Healey, Sgt: J. Gough, Sgt. P. Cooper.
Sgt. E. Clark. Sgt. R. Gordon. Sgt. P. Bucknell, M.M., Sgt. A. Bradshaw.
SECOND ROW : C/Sgt. R. Barton, Sgt. T. Vale, Sgt. R. Stephenson, Sgt. A. Fisher, Sgt. H. King, Sgt. D. Skelding, Sgt. D.
Tidy, Sgt. E. Pox, Sgt. G. Browning. Sgt. B. Fuller, Sgt. D. Coughlan, C/Sgt. G. Smith.
SEATED : C/Sgt. R. McCracken, C.S.M. T. Seabrook, C.S.M. A. Dallen, C.S.M. C. Hills, R.Q.M.S. J. Grubb, R.S.M. S.
Stephens, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent. Bmr. R. Watkins, O.R.Q.M.S. A. Catt, C.S.M. D. Boorer, C.S.M. R. Armstrong,
C/Sgt. Sawyers, M.M. W.O.II (Drum-Major) G. Watts.
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(continued from page 293)—
him to disclose the method by which he sprained his foot.
One point we did discover was, that the injury was NOT
due to operations.
Sp. Coy. have reason to be most grateful to us since
we have loaned Sgt. Bucknell to them as relief C.Q.M.S.,
whilst their C/Sgt. is away. It is rumoured now that he can
get the whole stores in a compo box. Well clone, Buck ! Sgt.
Fisher and Cpl. Matcham have also gone to Sp. Coy. on
loan to train the draft. Why do they all come to A Coy.
for help ? Is it because we have the best of the bunch ?
The C/Sgt. is out of his depth signing these N.C.O.s over.
Should he use A.B. 108*s or foolscap in triplicate ? He is
loth to let them go without somebody signing for them.
" Kuala Lumpur Cowboys."

" B " COMPANY

Two very outstanding events herald B Coy.'s contribu
tion this month. Firstly, the visit of our Colonel-in-Chief.
Although the weather was most unkind—it rained hard until
the last moment—in no way did it dampen the enthusiasm
that abounded during the visit. On parade we amalgamated
with Sp. Coy. to form No. 2 Coy. The details of this visit
are published in full elsewhere in this issue, but we cannot
let these notes pass without saying how much we all enjoyed
a most moving speech by Her Royal Highness.
After the parade, Cpl. John Spurge, of Leyton,
" Lofty " Hales, of Bromley, and Len Rye, of Sevenoaks,
were members of the Coy. who met and had a chat with
Her Royal Highness. We have been led to believe that
" Lofty," being the veteran jungle fighter of the trio, assured
Her Royal Highness that operations were the most enjoy
able things known. The other two, quite recent arrivals to
the tropical climes of Malaya, confessed a little homesick
ness, which had now passed. We wish to express our
appreciation to all members of the Bn. who helped to make
the visit of our Colonel-in-Chief a most memorable and
enjoyable event.
Secondly, we can report further " joy " in the form of
Chan Nyok, who has now joined his most honourable
ancestors, and his " gun moll," who unfortunately lives to
tell of a " sore tail."
On September 21st, Maj. V. Dover and one Section of
6 Platoon contacted the pair on Kerling Estate. Maj. Dover
and Pte. " Dodger " Green gave chase for a good half-mile;
"Dodger," complete with Bren, well to the fore. The male
bandit was finally shot down and killed. They then saw the
woman seme distance away, and gave her a taste of M.2
and Bren fire combined, but she managed to escape into
the jungle. However, Maj. Dover swears she will not be
able to sit down for some time to come ! " Dodger " Green
just did this little job in time—he has now left for home.
Good luck !
Towards the end of the month, we spent two very
enjoyable days on the Batu Caves Range, firing our Annual
Rifle Classification Course. This was incorporated with a
bivouac area adjoining the range and field cooking. On
completion of the first day's shoot, a camp fire was built
and a most enjoyable sing-song ensued.
On the second day, the Bren gunners were put through
their paces. Finally, camp was struck and the Coy. pro
ceeded to H.Q., Malaya Swimming Bath for a dip before
returning to K.K.B.
We offer our congratulations to Cpl. Spurge on his pro
motion, and to L/Cpls. Hales and Gudgeon on their recent
appointments.

We welcome to the Coy. Pte. Dave Salter from "I"
Section. Pte. Fred Searles from Sp. Coy., who from now
on will answer to the name of " Boy" as the Major's bat
man. Also to Pte. George Langdon, who has joined from
the Q.M.'s department. Two more regulars; how about the
third signing on ?
We are sorry to lose Pie. Atkins, who replaced Pte.
Langdon in "Q" Branch; also " Tich " Dyer, "Dodger"
Green. Bill Lawrence, " Brum " Phipps and the Coy. " pin
up," Welsh—all to U.K. on demob.
In the field of sport we congratulate " Darky" Walker
for taking part in the Bn. relay team which won the mile
relay at Rawang Sports Meeting and secured a very fine
cup for their effort.
A series of Inter-Platoon games are taking place at
present and a brief glance at the results suggests 5 Platoon
are in a very promising position.
In the Inter-Platoon -22 Shooting Competition, Coy.
H.Q. led the field, with 4 Platoon, 6 Platoon and 5 Platoon
following in that order. Well done, Coy. H.Q. ! Results,
not excuses; that's our motto.
Lt. Stock is now back with the Coy. from his duties
as Guard Commander while Her Royal Highness The
Duchess of Kent was in residence at King's House. He
returned with a beautiful set of gold cuff links presented to
him by Her Royal Highness.
It is also not inappropriate to mention here that it is
about time C/Sgt. Simpson (the K.L. Swanner) returned
from his education course. Sgt. Fox has been answering
well, but is now on his last 24-hour ration.
In closing, we are awaiting judgment in the garden
competition. In our next issue we hope to report a
" winner."

" C " COMPANY
Company H.Q.
The month under review has been one of much activity,
both administratively and manually. The Coy. was taken
off operations for a short period and assumed the role of
a Training Coy. in preparation for the visit of H.R.H. The
Duchess of Kent, our Colonel-in-Chief, for it was the lot
of C Coy. to guard H.R.H. during her stay at King's House,
in the Federation Capital, Kuala Lumpur.
As soon as it was known that C Coy. was to have the
honour of guarding H.R.H., things really began to happen.
Lt. P. R. Stock, C.S.M. Watts and Drummer Burden were
attached to the Coy. for special duties. C.S.M. Watts, with
the assistance of the Platoon Sgts., was responsible for
licking the guard into shape. Drummer Burden was
assigned as Duty Bugler to the guard. The guard com
pleted at least 20 drill periods during a fortnight, and at
the conclusion of their training were, through toil and
sweat, equal in bearing to the Brigade of Guards, thanks to
the hard work and perseverance on the part of C.S.M. Watts
and N.C.O.s.
Throughout the period of training C/Sgt. Leach, the
C.Q.M.S. of the guard, supervised the issue, tailoring,
dhobieing and a thousand-and-one other jobs connected
with the " Q " side of the guard. The tailoring and cutfitting of the guard with four suits of jungle green, two
sets of web equipment, was a feat well accomplished, and
he must be heartily congratulated on a difficult job well
done. Apart from all these duties it has been said that
C/Sgt. Leach had taken on the job of educating the tailor
in some words of basic English.
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Whilst all this activity was in progress, the Coy. Office
personnel were attempting to function in their usual
manner. The guard being something which the Coy. had
not been used to for quite a long time, necessitated the pro
duction of many orders and adm. instructions. In this
respect, our next-door neighbours, the 1 Suffolk Regiment,
were most helpful, being in possession of the only dupli
cating machine for miles around. To their Orderly Room
Staff we extend our sincere thanks for their valuable ser
vices and materials supplied.
At the conclusion of the guard training, the mounting
of the guard was carried out on the 1 Suffolk drill square,
at 1345 hours on Friday, 3rd October. The guard was
mounted and inspected by the Adjutant, Capt. J. B. Wilson,
the Regimental Band being in attendance. The event was
considered worthy of the attention of a multitude of photo
graphers, both amateur and professional.
C.S.M. Hills, after an edifying month at Seremban, has
returned to the fold. It has been thought highly probable
that he is in possession of a crystal ball, for during his
month of absence on a course, he has missed quite a small
number of activities; just little things like adm. inspections,
quarterly arms inspection, Sevastopol Day preparations,
etc. However, the month at Seremban was hard work
(according to the Sgt.-Major), for when asked, "Where is
your green pen ? " the prompt reply without the batting of a
bespectacled eyelid was, " I've worn it out."
The month has seen the reversion to Home Establish
ment of N.S. Gp. 50.22, the smallest draft that has left the
Coy. for some time. The total being three in number,
namely, L/Cpl. Batchelor, our Coy. Clerk, who will be a big
less to the Coy. Office; L/Cpl. Taylor, of No. 8 Platoon; and
last, but not least, Pte. Evenden, the last of a long line of
Regimental Cooks.
In the latter half of H.R.H.'s visit, the wives of the Bn.
gave a tea-party at H.Q., Malaya Welfare hut. The success
or failure of this venture rested on Capt. Abplanalp, who
was responsible for the organization of the party, which
included transportation of the wives attending. These
duties necessitated many journeys into Kuala Lumpur to
deliver letters, and to time and map-out the 'bus routes to
be used on the day.
Since compiling our last notes, the Coy. has lost the
services of Lt. Beale to D Coy. However, the arrival of
Lt. Lygo from " D " will strengthen the C'oy., as will the
arrival from England of 2./Lt. Neve, whom we expect in the
near future.

No. 7 Platoon
Since cur last write-up nothing at all has taken place
cn the operational side, all cur time being taken up train
ing and preparing for the Royal Guard.
Fortunately, everything went well, and after a few days
it went with such a swing one would have thought that we
had been doing it for weeks. We dismounted again on
9th October. The next day, being a holiday, at least three
members of the Platoon were seen walking about with eyes
propped up by matchsticks.
Now we are settling down to jungle bashing once again.
Have we missed that jungle ! We can't wait to get in again.
(No comments.)
We welcome from a base job Cpl. (La Potyato) Potts
to the platoon. He is a keen animal lover and is always to
be seen petting the goats around the camp area. We also
welcome Lt. Lygo from D Coy., and we hope he has a
happy time with us.
" Henry's Sweepers."

No. 8 Platoon
The beginning of this month saw us all busily polish
ing boots, drawing up new suits, and in general preparing
to mount guard at King's House. At last the big day
arrived, the whole of the Platoon being on guard, less Sgt.
Levett and Cpl. Sheren, who were left behind as part of
the Adm. Party, which supplied us with all our food and
necessities during the stay at King's House.
Now that the guard has dismounted, we find ourselves
back to the old routine of getting ready to go—the lucky
ones home, the rest of us where a pin finds a place to rest
on a map. On closing these notes, we bid farewell and the
best of good fortune to L/Cpl. (Streaky) Taylor, who has
departed to take up his life as a civilian again.
" The Scorpions."

No. 9 Platoon

During the past month most of the Platoon have been
actively, or administratively employed in forming the guard
for H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent.
It is said " A change is as good as a rest." Upon
reflection we doubt if that is strictly true. It has been a
change, but from the outset it was anything but a rest, lt
was, however, a great honour and we were glad that it fell
to our lot.
Since our last notes there have been no further comings
and goings for a complete month—this is a record. We
hear, though, that " Pat " Doherty is " awaiting the date "
of his Para. Course in " Blighty." Pte. Fester has decided
to try his hand at cooking and is waiting for a course at
Singapore.
We have seen very little of the jungle lately, but at the
time of writing we are " standing by."
There has been a re-shuffle in the Platoon organization.
" Jonah " Jones has presented his Bren gun to Pte. Geering.
Jones would like to know if it is possible to fit a milometer
to a Bren. How many miles have you carried it " Jonah " ?
Our Platoon Commander, 2/Lt. Elwell has been kicking
his heels in camp while we were on guard. Never mind,
Sir, you can now don your jungle hat and compass again.
Who was it that told an inquisitive member of the
Platccn, " No, I'm not coming back," and yet a day later
was seen asking the C/Sgt. for a G.S. watch and compass,
and later still, Cpl. Hall for the Platoon roll book ?
" They're Off."

" D " COMPANY
Although there has been no lessening of activity in the
Coy., there has been no decisive contact with the bandits.
As these notes are written, the Coy. is preparing to leave
the Rawang area and return to K.K.B. By that time 10
Platoon will have left Malaya and be on their way to U.K.

No. 11 Platoon
Today is the anniversary of the UIu Caledonia Ambush.
We would like to say that our predecessors in 11 Platoon
are not forgotten.
News over the period of a month is slight these days
owing to the lack of activity on the part of the terrorists.
Patrols are fewer and are mainly of the one-day variety,
which allows us to get our nights in bed.
Time to say welcome to our new Platoon Commander,
Lt. Beale, ex-Intelligence Officer. We hope he will enjoy
our company and his time with the Platoon.
Also new to the Platoon is Pte. Reynolds, recently from
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U.K., but an old 10 Platoon member. Ptes. Canfield and
Chapman have also joined us; they are from 10 Platoon, not
being eld enough soldiers to return to U.K. with 50.23
Group. We hope that all will settle down quickly and be
happy with the Platoon.
Pte. Preston, one of our recent arrivals, becomes a
recent departure and has gone to B Coy.
Congratulations to Sgt. Ron Healcy on his " Mention."
It took a long time but has been well and truly earned.
Our two Clarks—" Nobby " and " Ron "—together
with Sgt. Healey, have been attached to 12 Platoon to ease
the N.C.O. shortage there for a while, and we hope soon
to have them back.
Pte. Golding (44), having managed to work his way
from Sanitation Operative (old soldiers will know this duty
by another name), to Sgts'. Mess Duty Man, seems to be
well on the way to promotion.
Now it's time once more to send our wishes for good
luck home to all our folks and to close for another month.

No. 12 Platoon
The main event during the month has been our return
to Rawang from our five-week stay at Batang Berjuntai
detachment.
We would like to take this oportunity to welcome to
the Platoon, from 11 Platoon, Cpl. and L/Cpl. Clark, even
though the L/Cpl. has tried to commit suicide over it !!
In the field of sport during the month activity has been
very limited. We did manage a game of football with the
B.B. Tin Mine, which looked like being a draw until after
a terrific struggle two minutes from the finish : Pte. Hawkes
slammed in a good goal to leave us 3-2 winners.
Sgt. Healey (whom we congratulate on getting his
third) has been Platoon Sgt. in place of Sgt. Vine, who has
been Sgts'. Mess Caterer for the month.
We regret losing 2/Lt. Deeley, but welcome as Platoon
Commander in his place, 2/Lt. Manning.
2/Lt. Manning, we would like to add, has displayed
a marked skill in rowing in a Sampan cn the deep alligator
infested waters of the Sinkin Chang Canal.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Company H.Q.
The Coy. Order of Battle at the time of going to
press is :—
Coy. Commander: Maj. 1. H. Rcper, M.C.
Coy. 2nd i/c. : Capt. P. J. Goodwin.
C.S.M. : W.O.I 1 R. Nichols.
C.Q.M.S. : C/Sgt. V. Cooper.
M.M.G. PI. Commander : Sgt. F. Bradshaw.
A/Pnr. PI. Commander : Sgt. G. Gordon.
Mortar PI. Commander : Sgt. A. Parker.
We welcome back to the Coy. C.S.M. Nichols and
C/Sgt. Cooper, after a very tiring Education Course at 52
Coy., R.A.S.C., Kuala Lumpur. We hope that they made
the grade.
At last, owing to operations, we have managed to
catch Ptes. Bates, Johnson, Everest and Everett for Bn.
H.Q. Guard, which they have evaded for so long. (They
now look on the Coy. Orderly Sgt. with scorn in their eyes.)

Mortar Platoon
To start with, L/Cpl. Lomas and Pte Bates (Boy Boy)
are beginning to get boat happy and are at present down
at Singapore picking out their boat for the great day.

Our dear old (?) " Sarge," Sgt. Parker, is very busy
training Colonial troops in the fine art for which the
Mortars are used. (No wisecracks, please.) The rifle
team, consisting cf Cpl. Mead, L/Cpl. Butler and Ptes.
Allen, Bell, Syers and " Digger " Riches, did quite well in
the recent Bn. -22 shoot held at K.K.B., scoring 305 out of
a possible 360.
Our great artist, Pte. Syers, has concocted another new
sign board for the Platoon, and according to remarks heard
from unknown sources, " Mary" Syers should be hanging
in the art gallery, but has been refused owing to the
shortage of rope or space.
We have had no " shoots " lately, owing to the prepara
tions for the visit of our Colonel-in-Chief, who has so
willingly given part of her time to visit us out here in
Malaya.
During the latter part of last week the Platoon played
the Band at volley ball, and for some reasons unknown,
beat them. Never mind, chaps, better luck next time. They
also played in the Inter-Platoon knock-out game; this time
" A " team played " B " team with " B " team ending up
winning. Seeing that most of the players belonged to the
mighty Mortars, it can be expected.
And so until next time pen goes to paper, the Platoon
will say, " Adios amigos."
" Zero."

M.M.G. Platoon
The past month has produced some more highlights on
the activities and episodes of our Platoon.
There were no postings out for a change. On the
in-comings we welcomed back with open arms, Cpl.
Laming, " Bubbler " Othen and " Flapper " Norman. They
all came back with the Kinrara tan, after a long spell in
hospital and the Camerons. Their return was deeply
appreciated because the guard roll is now extended by
their inclusion.
We were jubilant over our score of 274 in the Bn. -22
Ride Competition, which at the time surpassed all other
platoon scores. Our rejoicing did not last long and we
bow to our victors—the Mortar Platoon—their score should
Stand a long time before being beaten.
We have had little or no time out on operations due
to various matters. Sgt. Bradshaw has taken cut compo
site sections, this being the only event in this field. We have
seen him sweating profusely on his return, due, no doubt,
to keeping the C.S.M.'s chair warm.
The greatest activity of the month came in the prepara
tion for our Colonel-in-Chief's visit. We marched up and
down the Padang until near perfect. On the great day
down came the rain. A parade was devised, and the Colonelin-Chief stated she was very impressed. Without exception,
everyone was impressed by the way in which our Colonel
took such an interest in our life out here and also by the way
in which she moved amongst us and spoke to so many of us.
It was noted that the tattoo of a skeleton on Pte.
Johnson's arm danced for H.R.H., at which she had a good
laugh.
Following last month's report, Pte. Dix finished his
Cadre Course on a good note, and now all future mail to
him should be addressed to L/Cpl. Dix.
We have not had much time for sport lately for
various reasons, but in the football field, Cpl. Kelly, Ptes.
Kelly, Jeffrey, Othen, with Kemp 44 ably assisting on the
touch-line with flag and bucket, we have been well repre
sented in the Coy.
" Firefly."

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

" H.Q." COMPANY
For weeks the in-tray on our Coy. Commander's table
has been clogged with correspondence marked " A.H.V."
To the curious, he explained that this stood for " After Her
Royal Highness's Visit." However, it is now " A.H.V." and
life has returned to normal, after a day which was the
happiest in our Malayan tour.
The Coy.'s preparations for H.R.H.'s visit were many
and various. They ranged from the Quartermaster and his
tubular saluting base through the P.R.I, and his flowers to
C.S.M. Armstrong and his patch of garden outside the Coy.
Office. We had all been hoping to plant the new Coy.
notice board there, but when the Pioneers tried to put it
together, it fell apart as the wood had rotted with waiting.
We then held a short committee meeting on how to improve
the "garden" for H.R.H.'s visit, but after the committee
members had stumbled sadly round the area, it was decided
that all we could do was to ask Pie. Lovett and his three
" saniteers" not to drive their truck across it—even on
Sundays.
The P.R.I, had a tricky time with his flowers, because
Mr. Fleurette (his real name is unpronounceable) said he
must have some ferns to go with the flowers. On the after
noon before the visit, the P.R.I, led a fern gathering patrol,
consisting very largely of Pte. Tittensor, waving a specially
sharpened parang. They found some beautiful ferns which,
however, all died by the time Mr. Fleurette arrived. Not
to worry, he said, as what he had really meant was bracken,
and he then collected some from the roadside by the Guard
Room.
The C.S.M.'s worst headache was trying to find enough
men for the ceremonial parade. The Officers' Mess cat's
worst headache was trying to find a quiet spot for her
kittens. In the end she carried them on to the top of the
ante room ceiling. There is nothing showing through yet,
but the new P.M.C., Maj. Bishop, is eyeing the ceiling with
some anxiety.
There is a line of high ground which overlooks the
camp, and particularly overlooks the Officers' Mess area,
so the night before the visit, a patrol of H.Q. Coy. was sent
out to prevent the bandits making their own preparations.
The difficulty was to find anyone to send on the patrol. In
the end, Sgt. Cooper, our attached Edn. Sgt., led the patrol,
and a very thorough job he made of it, too.
The day of H.R.H.'s visit dawned dark and wet after
a night of practically continuous drizzle. It was obvious
that the parade on the Padang would have to be cancelled.
However, the weather gradually improved and the C.O.
decided that a very modified parade could be held on the
road by the Officers' Mess, and so C.S.M. Armstrong's fiftyfour men duly appeared on the newsreel. The Coy. also
lined the route in camp and saw H.R.H. go past after visit
ing the Cpls'. Club; the C.S.M. getting a special smile for
his magnificent cheer as H.R.H. drove by.
Capt. Allen, 2nd i/c. of the Coy., was put in charge of
the Press. He did this to such good purpose that the Bn.
received two letters from the Press saying that no one else
in Malaya had ever entertained them so well. Capt. Allen
was, in his turn, entertained by the Press and treated so
well that in spite of his every elfort to the contrary, he did
not surface till 24 hours later.
Pte. Grace, who, having been medically down-graded
is employed as permanent fatigue man in the N.A.A.F.I.,
spent a hectic morning on the cleaning and security side
of the Cpls'. Club. Balanced at the top of a very insecure
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ladder and armed with a broom, he removed numerous
large spiders, long legged beetles and one hornets' nest
(unoccupied) from the rafters of the Cpls'. Club.
The day after H.R.FI.'s visit, which visit we feel must
be one of the happiest and most successful she has ever
made to the Regiment, a small party of H.Q. Coy. went
swimming at Rawang. It was lovely and refreshing in the
water and as a result Cpl. Brown, of the M.T., has been
detailed to find an equally good spot, but nearer to K.K.B.,
so that members of the Coy. can bathe more frequently.
The Rifle Coys, say that this would be a very good thing.
We think it was Pte. O'Gorman, the Bn. Despatch Rider,
who, when asked if he would like to join the swimming
party said, politely but firmly, that he had not tasted water
yet and did not intend to start now.
Mainly to show the Rifle Coys, that we are not all
fastened to our chairs, Capt. Dodson and Sgt. King took
18 men of the Coy. out on a Bn. four-day operation. The
men complained that it was a bit too strenuous and Sgt.
King complained that due to their lack of training, it was
downright dangerous. However, the patrol had a contact
when Pte. Dards, the leading scout, suddenly met a bandit,
which surprised them both. Then they fired and both
missed, which surprised neither of them. In spite of all
Capt. Dodson's efforts to find the bandit, he got away into
thick cover. So the Coy.'s score still remains at bandits nil.
We are very glad to welcome back from hospital Cpl.
Cass and L/Cpl. Beecroft and hope that Ptes. Teasdale,
Leroy, Gardiner and Stephens, who are still in hospital,
will get better quickly and return to us.
L/Cpl. Ransom, the Officers' Mess Silverman, also
lately returned from hospital, stayed up the whole of the
night before H.R.H.'s visit cleaning all the Mess silver.
Unfortunately, he never saw H.R.H. because he had fallen
asleep by the time she arrived.

M.T. & Q.M. SECTIONS
This month we are combining the Q.M. and M.T.
notes, as both of these sections now come under the unified
command of Capt. A. E. Sivers. The new arrangement
runs very smoothly indeed, but we are awaiting the Audit
Board's remarks when they find vouchers issued from Q.M.
to M.T.O. and they both bear the same signature.
Our strengths remain fairly constant, with the M.T. at
75 and the Q.M. Staff at 30, which includes an R.A.O.C.
Shoemaker and two R.E.M.E. " Tiflies." The M.T. have
a detachment at Warclieburn Camp of 15 under the com
mand of " Busty" (he amply qualifies for that name)
Shoebridge, 6 at Rawang under L/Cpl. Tyrell, and 5 at Batu
Berjuntai under L/Cpl. Mead. The remainder are at K.K.B.,
where " Spike " Constable is holding the fort in the absence
of Joe Thornton on an Education Course, at K.L., and Pte.
Lovell on an M.T. Course at Singapore. The Q.M. Staff
are only split between Wardieburn and K.K.B., the Q.M.
being in charge of the latter, but the R.Q.M.S. feels dis
cretion is the better part of valour and remains at
Wardieburn.
Congratulations go to L/Cpls. Edwards, Feast, Lambert
and Mack and to Cpl. Jones, R.E.M.E., on their recent
promotions. L/Cpl. Mack is now coping with the elusive
petrol issues, while L/Cpl. Feast hunts the equally elusive
Tech. Stores 1033's. Now that Sgt. Jennings has been
posted to a unit in K.L., Cpl. Jones rallies his fellow
bodgers to the aid of breakdowns and usually has them on
the road in no time.
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The big job for the past month has been the prepara
tion for " Operation Hengist *' or, translated into English,
"The visit of our ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess
of Kent," whom we were all most pleased to welcome.
The first signs were the erection of a large scaffolding
framework at Wardieburn Camp with a tarpaulin roof. It
was thought at the time that it was a garage for the
R.Q.M.S.'s new car, but when the proportions of this "car,
twoseater, semi sports, 4 x 2 ' Fiat' " were seen in com
parison to the scalfokling, it was quite obvious that a large
packing case would suffice. Eventually, after many struc
tural changes and much slave labour on the part of the
Pioneers, the finished assembly was carefully marked, dis
sembled and transported to K.K.B. The next day, under
the supervision of " Chopper " Ccburn, the slaves reerected
it on the Padang with a dais in the centre, and its primary
purpose as a saluting base for the " Hengist Parade"
dawned upon us. The next great mystery was the drawing
up of large numbers of parachutes and concrete slabs. The
two most popular theories were that the slabs were to be
dropped onto K.K.B. by parachute, or that the parachutes
were for the safety cf those of us who became airborne
during the preparations for the great clay. However, these
stores fitted into their places and we now have two first
class badminton pitches erected by the Assault Pioneer
Platoon from the slabs, and the parachutes, which were
blue and white were used to drape the dais which was a
credit to the men who built it. It is not yet known what the
reactions of the K.K.B. Town Board will be when they see
the state of their first XI cricket pitch, upon which it was
erected. The M.T. were not to be outdone by this feat cf
engineering. They held an " O " Group and it was decided
that L/Cpl. " Lamby " Lambert should command " Opera
tion Bamboo." In the next few days large convoys left
for Fraser's Hill and returned with loads of bamboo. Then
" Lamby " organized his men and constructed a very nice
looking garage on the edge of the M.T. square, which was
to hold staff cars during the visit. The only thing he did not
take into consideration was the tropical rain which soon
collected in the fold of the tarpaulin roof and brought
the whole " building " crashing to the ground. Neverthe
less, " Lamby" was undaunted and, taking Winston
Churchill's advice of, " If at first you don't succeed," etc.,
he quickly cleared the debris and the next day an even
sturdier garage was completed. Unfortunately, it was not
used on the day of the visit owing to a reshuffle of arrange
ments, and as I look across the square now, I can see that
the Pioneer Section has been called in to strip the canvas
and strengthen the main structure. Better luck next time,
" Lamby," or perhaps you should stick to driving ! !
The gem of all preparations was the preparation of
"Land Rover" 00 BC 44, in which H.R.H. was to have
been driven on to the Padang by Cpl. " Georgie " Brown
([ wish I was good looking). The seats had white covers,
the tyres were black with white walls, and all brass fittings
were polished, but due to the inclement weather neither
this or the dais were used. The Commanding Officer has
requisitioned it now, so presumably Maj. Dover will have
to use " Shanks' Pony."
The big operation in the camp now is the reataping of
those bashas which have been attacked by atap worms. In
charge of this task we have a representative from the
D.C.R.E. in the person of S/Sgt. " Atap Worm " Harper.
We do feel that he could have been more considerate than
to park his vintage Jeep of many colours next to OO BC 44,

and it was only after much arguing with Wally Lovett's
refuse collectors that it did not find its way to the dump at
K.K.B. Station. We notice that he always parks it now
where he can keep a watchful eye on it, but he rather
lowers the character of the Sgts'. Mess by taking it to meals.
Wally startled his basha companions by introducing to
their midst a small brown quadruped with large ears which
was found wandering on the dump. After much heated
argument, Cpl. Rogers, of the R.A.V.C., was consulted and
allayed all fears by confirming that it was a member of the
canine family. He risks a charge of libel by naming it
" Lassie."
We are expecting a complaint from the Chinese School
which is at the rear of the M.T. Office. Yesterday two fair
young Chinese maidens came out to cut the grass adjoining
the M.T. Office, and when they looked up were confronted
with the spectacle of L/Cpl. Sid Bishop watching them from
the window. Whether it was the lock in his eyes or his
unruly moustache we do not knew, but one of the two
caused them to be gripped with fear and seek the shelter
of the school building in double time, not to be seen again
for the rest of the day.
We have had no successes in the field of sport this
month, except for the fine display put up by " Stinker "
Gay at the Rawang Sports Meeting, when he was a member
of the relay team which won the cup for the Bn.
Next Tuesday the Garden Competition, organized by
the Q.M., will be judged by Sgt. Phil. Cooper, of the
R.A.E.C. We were rather high in the running, but as the
judge has a lawn of his own, he may decide to declare him
self the winner. 1 will now wake up Johnny Lloyd and
weed our garden in the hopes of a " mention "—it is the
M.T. Square !

DRUMS
After much flapping and sweating, we can now get
down to the usual routine. Guards, drum beating, escorts
and practice, with the occasional fatigue thrown in. We
say " flapping," as everyone has been preparing for the
visit of cur ColonelinChief, Her Royal Highness The
Duchess of Kent.
It was the first time we were cur new No. 3 Dress
white jackets and we can say that they do fit rather better
than our old jackets bought whilst in Malta in 1939. But
we sure know how to look after cur uniforms. Band,
please note.
Dmr. " Dizzy " Burden was selected as bugler for the
guard at King's House whilst H.R.H. was in residence and
for weeks we could hear the strains of the Royal Salute
being sounded on the airstrip, but it was still a " dizzy "
one. Only he could sound it that way !
Cpl. "Tony" Mansfield had the honour of presenting
the N.C.O.s to H.R.H. during her visit to the Cpls'. Mess.
He now wants to know if after such an honour it classifies
him for the Cambridgeshire Police. We did hear that his
next letter to Marion consisted of 20 pages.
Dmr. Sedge is now counting the days for his boat home.
I wonder if he knows that cigarettes are 3/JO for 20. Still,
we shall be sorry to lose him and 1 am sure we shall all
miss his moaning.
L/Cpl. " Pete " Kesby has new been chosen to help
train the new draft on its arrival. We think he must have
done well on his Cadre, or was it " Drummy's " coaching ?
L/Cpl. " Ralph " Chitticks can be seen, between guards,
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making out his 48hour weekend pass, or is he making out
a pass to come back to K.K.B. ? We haven't yet found out.
We see that cur brothers, the 4th Bn. Corps of Drums,
were " Beating Retreat," together with the Band of The
Buffs at our Annual Reunion. Good show, lads, we are
still with you !
Coming in to land—
" Flappers."

SIGNAL PLATOON
The past month has seen the departure of four more
of the Platoon, namely, Pte. (Charlie) Gates, Pte. (Boy)
Priest, Pte. (Swede Basher) Sharp, and last, but not the
least, Pte. (Martian) Webb. It is with great sorrow that
we say farewell to the abovementioned members. Our
loss is the T.A.'s gain. We wish them all the very best for
their future life in good old " civvy street."
We are now back at graft once more, after having
recovered from the strain of a glorious visit from Her
Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent. There were 12 mem
bers of the Platoon on parade when Her Royal Highness
came to visit us, and L/Cpl. Orridge and Pte. Hind had the
honour of exchanging a few words with Her Royal
Highness. Pte. Bailey became for a few moments "The
Raymond Glendenning of Radio Malaya," when he gave his
views of the visit of our ColonelinChief. A recording of
his views was relayed over Radio Malaya the same evening
and it was met with various comments.
IT'S BACK ! Hearty congratulations to Cpl. (Uncle
Bill) Solly on obtaining such a good result on his recent
" Blighty " course. He is now giving competition to the
radio star Jimmy Edwards in so far as his handlebar
moustache is concerned. He is even trying to start a
" handlebar club " within the Bn.
NEWS FLASHES

Sgt. Browning is now C.Q.M.S. for a couple of weeks
whilst C/Sgt. Sawyers is on leave.
(Kit exchange
tomorrow.)
" Pronto " and a few more daring lads from H.Q. Coy.
have just returned from a real fourday " bash." ('Nough
said !)
Congratulations to " Pronto " on his fine writeup after
his recent games of Rugby.
Our congratulations go to Pte. (Anchor) O'Gorman on
taking a week's leave at last.
That's all for now, folks; so until our next routine call,
we will close, wishing all the boys who have left us all
the very best of luck, and don't forget we still like to hear
from you now and again.
" Flags." 

SERGEANTS'

MESS

At last the hustle and bustle is over, and we can now
get down to some serious business.
The chief topic of the month has been the impending
visit of our ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent,
together with the Duke, and much has gone into the prepara
tion for the Royal visit.
The standard of drill, through the many drill parades,
has improved beyond doubt, and much hard work has been
put in by all who, without doubt, worked hard for the day.
The Sgts'. Mess has never looked so well. The silver
gleamed and the Malayanwon trophies were laid out on a
separate table. Beautiful flowers were in profusion, and
everything was all set when H.R.H. arrived.

The R.S.M. met the ColonelinChief at the entrance
and stayed with her throughout her twentyminute visit.
The Duchess expressed her admiration for the way the
Mess was arranged, and no doubt the outside belied the
inside appearance.
Her Royal Highness graciously accepted a fruit drink,
and then the following members were presented : O.R.Q.M.S.
Catt, " H.Q." (the oldest serving member): C/Sgt. Barton,
"A"; Band C/Sgt. McCracken: and Sgt. Parker, " Sp."
H.R.H. expressed her desire to see the silver and the R.S.M.
explained the Bn. achievements in winning the Malayan
trophies.
Unfortunately no more members could be presented in
the time available, so whilst the members were being
arranged for a photograph, the Duchess of Kent kindly
consented to sign our visitors' book. As a point of interest,
this is the third time her name has been written in this book:
firstly, at Shorncliffe in 1937; secondly, at Shorncliffe in
1951; and now in Malaya, 1952.
After the photograph, we all stood and waved farewell
to our ColonelinChief as she drove away to the Officers'
Mess for lunch.
A special word of praise is due to the following mem
bers and staff for excellent work, given generally during off
duty hours; without their unstinted cooperation the
extremely high standard which was reached would have
been impossible: C.S.M. Boorer, C/Sgt. Simpson, Sgts.
Stephenson, Gordon, Vine, Pte. Brooks (Sgts'. Mess waiter),
and Dmr. Chatfield, the R.S.M.'s batman and Silverman.
It is rumoured that many lamps were swinging in the
Officers' Mess as C.S.M. " Driller" Boorer and the private
secretary, Mr. Hay, were talking over old times during the
Japanese occupation. Mr. Hay then presented C.S.M.
Boorer to H.R.H., who was very interested in the C.S.M.'s
exploits.
We are sorry to lose one of our members in the large
shape and size of one C.S.M. " Jerry " Tidey, who has now
departed for U.K., where he hopes to settle down as a
family man. Well, good luck, "Jerry," we wish you every
success.
Also we are pleased to welcome back again after many
moons, C.S.M. Tom Seabrook, who has joined us from
Singapore, and now takes over the arduous duties of C.S.M.,
A Coy.
One of the highlights of the month was the invitation
to a social at the Kuala Kubu Club, and 1 understand that
all the members who attended had a very enjoyable time,
and were thoroughly wet through.
It is hoped to have a return in the Sgts. Mess in the
very near future.
" Dodo."

CORPORALS'

CLUB

The main topic from the lips of everyone this month is,
of course, the visit of our ColonelinChief, Her Royal
Highness The Duchess of Kent.
We were all very sorry that the weather decided to
play havoc with our beautiful Padang, forcing us onto the
road for parade and inspection. Her Royal Highness
visited the Cpls'. Club during her visit and several members
of the Bn. were presented to her.
Since the Royal Parade several members of the Club
are to be seen practising right and left turns in dark corners.
" Has anybody here seen Kelly ? "
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We have, unfortunately, lost several of our old mem
bers, who are now proudly swinging their triple laundry
marked arms with great vigour. From a Club to a Mess is
a very great step, we believe. However, we congratulate
them on their promotion and hope they won't be too hard
on their old friends.
We welcome quite a few new members to the Club
this month, and we sincerely hope they will be happy within
our fold. We would like to inform all members that the
two new dart boards are now firmly within our grasp and
one is now in the process of being torn to pieces by the
dart lovers of the club. Cpl. " Bob " Hope can now be
seen smirking proudly, having successfully won his battle of
procuring said boards. Though we understand that now
he has nothing to moan about, he is becoming very dejected
indeed. Never mind, " Bob," perhaps the roof will fall in
before next month. Then we can again proudly display
your name in the " Buster."
We extend our sympathy to Cpl. Blake, who was,
unfortunately, burnt whilst trying to brew a " cuppa." Cpl.
Blake formed part of the King's House Guard whilst Her
Royal Highness was in residence there, and we understand
she especially asked to meet him during her visit to the
Military Hospital at Kinrara. Best wishes for a speedy
recovery from all members.
ASSOCIATION

FOOTBALL

Since the last time of writing the Bn. has played five
leagues games, winning them all. There have been fewer
changes in the XI, which has enabled the team to settle
down; although the standard of football has not been
particularly brilliant it has always been steady.
On September 20th, in a home match against K.K.B.
Police, we had a very easy game, winning 60, but for some
extremely wild shooting we might have won by an even
greater margin. During this game our goalkeeper touched
the ball twice—when we conceded one corner and one goal
kick.
The next match against Rawang Police at Rawang was
a hardfought game, which we won 31. Pte. Macdonald
(H.Q. Coy.) was introduced at centreforward and was a
success. He has played in all games since.
The last three matches, all won, were played at
Rawang; preparations for the visit cf Her Royal Highness
The Duchess of Kent on the Padang forced us to play our
home games on the padang at Rawang. Although a far
better pitch, the lack of supporters often told, in that
players would become lazy towards the end of a game when
the attendance of supporters might have given them some
encouragement and incentive.
Pte. Carr has captained the team enthusiastically
throughout. He is always very keen on and off the field
and a great help in organising the matches and teams.
In goal Pte. Wood (" A ") has regained his form, and
with Ptes. Shearing (" Sp.") and Johnson (" C "), the full
backs, the XI has a reliable defence. The halfback line now
consists of 2/Lt. Smith ("A"), Pte. Nash (" C"). Pte.
Wiltsher (" B "). The only fault throughout the defence is
slowness in marking.
The introduction of Pte. Macdonald (" H.Q."), Pte.
Kingsford (" Sp.") and L/Cpl. Haley (" A ") into the for
ward line has added life, and with Carr and Kelly it could
be very successful.

Next month we hope to start the InterCoy. Football
Competition, after which the Bn. is competing for the local
Football Challenge Cup, The Rainsford Cup, against seven
other teams from UIu Selangor. We hope to win it again
this year.
There is one aspect of football in the Bn. which is often
overlooked : the referee. I should like to thank Lt. G. H. W.
Howlett, M.C., and Pte. Chatfield, of H.Q. Coy., for officiat
ing in league games, where the presence of an English
referee always improves the game.
At this stage we are top of the league, having won 10
out of 11 games, with 3 to play.
Here are the results of league matches which we have
played since September 16th :—
DATE.

OPPONENTS.

RESULT. SCORE.

Sept. 20 : K.K.B. Police
won . . 60
Sept. 22 : Rawang Police
won .. 31
Sept. 28 : Rawang Tin Fields
won .. 21
Sept. 30: Rajah's XI
won .. 20
Oct. 1 : Belkield Club
won .. 21
The following have represented the Bn. in the last live
matches :—
Goal : Ptes. Wood, Fairbrass;
Back : Ptes. Shearing, Johnson. Jeffrey;
Halfbacks : 2/Lt. Smith, Ptes. Nash, Wiltsher, Green;
Forwards : Ptes. Kelly, Carr, Kingsford, Macdonald,
Patrick, Elliott, Melville, Buckley, L/Cpl. Haley.
HOCKEY
This season the Bn. hockey side possesses considerable
talent; though its strength lies more in defence than attack.
The normal difficulties of fielding a team, operations per
mitting, still constitutes a major problem.
Results so far as follows
1 R.W.K. v. Sultan Idris
lost 23
1 R.W.K. v. Sultan Idris
draw 33
1 R.W.K. v. 410 Plant Tp., R.E
won 80
1 R.W.K. v. 1 Suffolk
won 31
To date results are encouraging, and we hope to trounce
the undergraduates of the Sultan Idris Training College in
our next match. They have in the past produced a formid
able side of extremely fit young men, neither are the Malays
lacking in skill.
C/Sgt. Simpson excelled himself against 410 Plant Tp.,
R.E., scoring six goals. On interrogation he requested as
his only reward a 48hour pass. Thus we resort to bribery
for our victories.
Future matches include 13/18 Royal Hussars, 7 Field
Ordnance Depot and our entry into the F.A.R.E.L.F. Inter
Unit Championship for 195253; we have high hopes cf
winning this competition. Our side includes the following
veterans from Shorncliffe days: Lt. Stock, O.R.Q.M.S.
Catt, C.S.M. Watts, C/Sgt. Simpson and Sgt. Healey.
We heartily congratulate Lt. Stock and C.S.M. Watts
on being selected to represent the Army in Malaya this
year.

Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
" The Q.O.G/' to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.

306

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

4/5th BATTALION
BATTALION H.O.

T

HE Eastern Command Motor Cycle
Trials were held at Colchester on 5th
October and our " A " team, one of three
representing 44 Division, gained tenth
H if/tAw
place out of 27 teams which entered. As
vL
fh'S was only the third trial in which we
have competed, having formed our club
less than three months ago, we are most
encouraged by the results and look for
ward to more successes.
A telegram arrived on 21st October from the 1st Bn.
saying that Sgt. Quinn, P.S.I, of D Coy., has been awarded
a Mentioned in Despatches. We join the 1st Bn. in con
gratulating him.
"A"

COMPANY

We open this month's news with a sad note, as our
Coy. Commander, Maj. R. E. C. Cocksedge, is leaving us to
go abroad. During his short stay with the Coy., Maj.
Cocksedge has brought a welcome spirit of willingness to
the National Servicemen and volunteers alike, and every
man in the Coy. will miss his warm but firm approach to
the situation at hand, whether it was at Camp or on week
end training.
We shall all look forward to seeing him again some
day and wish him " bon voyage" and good luck in his
new venture.
In his place we welcome Maj. H. Ford, an old friend
to some of us; also Capt. Large. We hope they find our
Coy. easy to work with and we on our part will do all we
can to help make their stay with us an enjoyable experience.
We are very pleased to see so many volunteers turning
up for parades during the last month or so, and hope they
will carry on the good work during the winter months,
especially the N.S. chaps.
Our shooting has improved quite a lot just recently,
due to the monthly competitive shoot inaugurated by the
Commanding Officer.
Three weeks ago we carried out quite a useful week
end scheme. Working in conjunction with the " Gunners "
from Sittingbourne we carried out a " night attack " on
Detling aerodrome, we think we did rather well, but the
R.A.F. boys, or at least some of the " higher boys," now
think that they are potential commandos ! I should like
to have had a cine camera to have recorded the look on the
face of the guard room corporal when a certain enthusiastic
member of this Coy. (" no names no pack drill ") lobbed a
drillpurpose grenade through the window of the guard
room. In the words of the classics : "He didn't know
whether to shave or bianco up " ! Capt. Robbins, one of
our attached officers, was our able and enthusiastic O.C.
for this operation and everybody thoroughly enjoyed and
learnt a lot from this small exercise and are eagerly looking
forward to the next one.
That is about all for now, so until next month : Keep
your eye in chaps. Cheerio—
" Sgt. Kite."

" B " COMPANY
Both " Dog " Coy. and the Sgts'. Mess visited us the
other evening and whereas we remained aware of our
responsibilities as hosts to such a distinguished gathering,
we nevertheless failed in one respect perhaps, judged by
the strictest code of ethics. Indeed, in the first round of the
miniature range competition against D Coy., we hung back.
After collecting a particularly low score one man was even
heard to remark that he had deliberately aimed to the right
in the mistaken belief that such was his predecessor's advice,
whereas it had been a warning that the rifle was firing
slightly right already. Moreover we had so far refrained
from offering our visitors refreshment, lest it should mar
the quickness of the eye or the steadiness of the hand.
Perhaps at this point they were sabotaged by the odd
glass of beer, or perhaps it was just the strain of an away
match, for in the end we emerged victorious.
Somewhat later in the evening, Edgar Westbrook
proved himself the hero of the Coy. by finding the right
hole in the dartboard at the crucial moment. So with due
celebration on all sides a very pleasant evening drew to a
late close.
Our monthly farewells are becoming almost a habit, but
we trust that this will be the last for some time. Anno
domini has at last caught up with Harry Vallins and he
is reluctantly due to retire. C.S.M. Vallins, who was a
regular soldier before the war, has been with the Coy. for
some years and we shall miss his experienced guiding hand.
As a token of our appreciation for all that he has done for
the Coy., we took the opportunity of a recent visit by the
Colonel to present him with a small gift. His many friends
in the Bn. will, no doubt, join us in wishing Harry good
fortune.
" Busy Bee."

" C " COMPANY
We have little to report this month. This does not
mean, however, that we have been idle for four weeks. We
have had fair attendances at lectures on mapreading, R.T.
and Section and Platoon tactics.
Meanwhile, T.O.E.T.s are being completed and the 22
competition is being fired.
The Coy. Club is to welcome members of the Officers'
and Sgts'. Messes on the evening of the 11th October, after
their shoot, when they will either taste the nectar of victory
or the dregs of defeat.

" D " COMPANY
The advent of winter has meant a partial hibernation
of D Coy. and the past month has been one of very limited
activity. Eighteen months ago a Platoon of D Coy. was
adopted by Bromley under the scheme whereby Territorial
Army units were adoped by their local borough. On the
19th September, D Coy., in conjunction with other Bromley
Territorial units, gave a return match in the form of a
reception and dance at the Bromley Drill Hall. Maj. Wood,
on behalf of the Coy., presented a Regimental Crest, suit
ably inscribed, to the Mayor of Bromley to commemorate
the occasion. After a round of speeches, the party became
more informal and a very pleasant evening was had by all
those present.
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On the 7th October, D Coy. invaded B Coy. at St. Mary
Cray by invitation. A rifle shooting competition resulted
in B Coy. being clear winners, but as they were our hosts
we felt it was only a case of good manners to let them win.
It was, however, a most enjoyable evening and B Coy. did
us right proud.
Next week marks the occasion of our first night op. of
the winter. Ostensibly in cooperation with B Coy.—in
reality (?)—but more of than anon.
" Nightingale IV."
H.Q.

COMPANY

During August our ranks have been depleted by the
incidence of the summer holidays. Training has in con
sequence been somewhat disrupted but great plans have
been laid for a bigger and better programme timed to begin
in September and progressively to train specialists to the
high standard which, it appears, will be necessary at next
year's Camp. These carefully laid training plans have now
been given effect and both Signals and Intelligence are
going ahead with their programmes. It is hoped to begin
training the Regimental Police and Medical Sections (but,
sceptics, please note, the absence of any significance in the
linking of these two sections).
On the 30th August, H.Q. Coy. sent a team to Hythe
for the 44th Division Rifle Meet, which although it brought
back no laurels, at least did not return prostrate upon its
shield.
There used to be an old army adage that the best rank
to hold was that of corporal. That this is undoubtedly
true has been proved by Signals Cpl. Brough, who, by him
self and without any reference to the astonished Orderly
Room staff, arranged a training weekend, complete in most
details and having, as eager pupils, some delectable
W.R.A.C.S. The mundane question of pay, however,
defeated his talents, although it is difficult to understand
why he and his assistants should have had a weekend of
such pleasure and to have been paid for it.
The Bn. motorcyclists recently, by way of training,
participated in a civilian scramble during which they gained
valuable riding experience which was equalled only by the
mechanical knowledge acquired in subsequently repairing
their shaken mounts. Maj. Bobby's buoyant spirits were
pricked by a series of punctures whilst Pte. Larking is
reputed to have become a " chained " man.
Having limbered up amongst the civilians, the Bn.
motorcyclists then entered two teams for the 44 Div. and
H.C.D. Motorcycle Trials at Dibgate Camp. There, on
the 14th September assembled :
Team "A": Maj. Bobby, Pte. Larking, Pte. Reeves.
Team " B " : Sgt. Mew, L/Cpl. Brown, Pte. Godfrey.
The initial test was an inspection of men and machines
and in this test both teams received full marks. It may be
that this result was influenced by their sober military attire
which probably contrasted favourably with some of the
more romantic (and even piratical) ensembles worn at the
meeting.
The first series of hazards included a figure eight, in
the negotiation of which many marks were lost by footing
and by violating the tapes. The following run between
parallel lines of poles, however, was tackled with zest, and
Pte. " Hottedup " Larking made almost a clean run.

The second stage involved a timed descent and the
negotiation of bombcraters, all of which Maj. Bobby
achieved with a serenity and assurance which must have
been the undoing of many a following competitor. L/Cpl.
Brown was reported to be so overcome with emotion that
he and his mount, descending into a crater, embraced and
fervently kissed the earth.
The third set of hazards dampened the spirits of many
a competitor whose engine, cuttingout in the middle of
the watersplash, left him ignominiously stranded. Maj.
Bobby, however, having accomplished this with his usual
ease and aplomb, expressed his pleasure by laughingly
repeating " Flipping Squirrels " (but that is another story).
The final stage, consisting of a road circuit of 25 miles,
resulted in good scoring by both teams, with " B " team as
the better of the two. The final team score were as follows :
TEAM " A "

Maj. Bobby (3rd highest place) ..
Pte. Larking
Pte. Reeves

133
100
101
334

(2nd place in H.C.D.; 3rd place in 44 Div.)
TEAM " B "

Sgt. Mew
L/Cpl. Brown
Pte. Godfrey

90
89
96
275

Sgt. Coulstock, whose physical jerks with mailbags
stretched him upon a hospital bed for most of August, has
now mended and we are glad to see him back at the
Club bar.
Lt. J. Ogilvie has joined the Coy. and has taken over
the distinguished part of Intelligence Officer. On behalf of
the Coy., I should like to welcome this worthy addition to
the already glistening galaxy which adorns the H.Q. Coy.
firmament.
" Clubman."

EYES RIGHT NOTICE5
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fafct anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd.
Loose

Road, Maidstone.

Telephone : Maidstone 3020
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CTOBER started with a Passingout Parade. It was
taken by Col. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C., and was
again of a high standard. A large number cf parents came
to see their sons on parade, and remained to have lunch
and enjoy what has now become the customary concert
after lunch.
The Passingout Parade was followed the very next
day by the arrival of the new intake. After a month's train
ing they are now changed men and are already looking
forward to their own Passingout Parade.
After much practice, the shooting team fired in the
competition for the Prince of Wales' Cup. They scored a
total of 533 points. Cpl. Bone was top scorer with 107.
We have again welcomed returning drafts from the 1st
Bn. They have now left us duly documented and kit
checked and sent on their way to the Territorial Army and
civilian life.
On 16th October, the Depot was visited by Maj.Gen.
E. O. Herbert, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., Commander, Home
Counties District. He spent several hours with us and
carried out a thorough inspection of Barracks.
Capt. J. S. Fletcher has at long last returned from
Malaya and has now taken over from Capt. I. A. Macmillan
the many duties that fall to the lot of Training Officer at
the Depot.
We also welcome 2/Lt. N. N. G. Maw to the Depot. He
has come from Eaton Hall, as 1 raining Subaltern, to
replace 2/Lt. R. N. Young, who volunteered for Malaya and
has now left to join the Bn. We wish him good fortune in
Malaya. He is greatly missed at the Depot, where he was
extremely popular and achieved a great deal.
Capt. H. A. Macmillan left us early in the month to fly
to Malaya and 2/Lt. A. Dunlop has joined us awaiting post
ing to the same destination.
Capt. W. J. Smart, who has for the past two years lived
in our Mess while commanding the Military Element of the
local Fire School, has departed for the Middle East. He
presented the Mess with a very fine book on leaving. We
trust he will enjoy life in his new station.
The Quartermaster, Maj. B. A. Pond, M.B.E., has been
on leave during the month preparing to move into his new
house near Mote Park. Next season he will be admirably
placed for watching cricket.
We congratulate L/Cpl. Healey and his wife on the
birth of their daughter.
Readers will be sorry to hear of Mrs. Eason's serious
illness with pneumonia and also of Col. Eason's severe
attack of influenza. We are glad to report that they are
both much better.
2/Lt. M. G. T. Hicks is still with us. The medical
authorities have now decided that he will proceed to Africa
without the operation on his nose, which was previously
considered necessary.
On 18th October the grand " Gettogether " of the Past

and Present Association was held at the Depot. The Band
of The Buffs provided the music and many impromptu
artists, whose shyness forsook them as the evening pro
gressed, provided the rest of the entertainment.
We were pleased to see Maj. M. R. Read, M.C., who
has recently returned from Canada complete with a new
" Standard Vanguard " and an American accent. He was
looking very fit. He is due to assume his new appointment
as G.2 Training at the School cf Infantry, Warminster, on
1st December.
There has been a busy sports programme at the Depot.
The Sgts. challenged the Officers to a badminton match and
were promptly defeated in every match. They have asked
that the return match be decided in the miniature range !
Our hockey team has been strengthened by some new
players, the results of our outside fixtures being as follows :
v. Home Counties Brigade .... lost, 16
v. Foster Clarks
won, 32
v. R.A.F., West Mailing .... lost, 130
It will be seen by the last result that our team is in need
of still more strengthening !
Our soccer team has improved, due largely to the
expert coaching which S.S.I. Clarke and the team captain,
Capt. J. A. Canney, have given it. Soccer results are :—
v. Sittingbourne Coop
lost, 03
v. R.A.F., Detling
won 50
v. R.N. Hospital
won, 31
v. Home Counties Provost Staff lost, 29
v. 4/5 R.W.K
won, 32
v. R.N. Patrol, Chatham .... draw, 11
Events to which we are now looking forward include
the Passingout Parade on 12th November, which is to be
taken by Brigadier Browning, of S.M.E., Chatham. This
is to be followed by a special showing of the film " The
Planter's Wife," in the " Ritz " cinema.
Our next intake will arrive on 20th November and will
be the first intake to do all its training at the Regimental
Depot and proceed direct to the 1st Bn.
Maj. R. E. Moss is taking his leave in Ireland during
November. We trust he will enjoy his brief respite from his
many duties.

SERGEANTS' MESS

D

URING our visit to Ramsgate way back in the
summer, it was suggested that we laid on an even
ing trip to that pleasant area to see the place in the evening,
when the very elaborate lighting effects are operating.
Accordingly, on 3rd October, 1952, our coach slid silently
out of the Barrack gate, giving us sufficient light in the
evening to enjoy a very pleasant ride under the harvest
moon and, with the inevitable " halfway house " managed
to arrive at Ramsgate just as dusk fell. We were most
fortunate as it turned out to be a rather pleasant evening at
the time when we were experiencing some rather murky and
wet weather. Prior to proceeding, the O.R.Q.M.S. had been
threatened that he was in fact in for a real trouncing at bar
billiards. Some members seem to think he does not know
the rules, but he is quite definite on the point that, " If you
knock down the black skittle, you scrub your score." On
arrival at the said house there was a rush to book the table,
but the O.R.Q.M.S. had won so easily with his partner on
their last visit that they did not feel they wanted to play
against such weak opposition, so the match did not come
off after all.
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On arrival at Ramsgate, the party split up into smaller
ones and wandered about to enjoy what was, no doubt to
the younger ones, a fairyland. The lighting display is
indeed very effective and was best when viewed from the end
of the harbour wall. Time seemed to go all too quickly,
and by the time we had refreshed ourselves with some
thing to eat and drink it was nearing the time for our
departure, which was around 10.15 p.m.—just too had—
too late for one on the road. It was rather quiet on the
return and most of the party seemed to get sleepy and
wanted to doze—the driver made good time in the moon
light and we arrived in Maidstone in good time to allow
for those who live outside the Barracks to get transport to
their homes—the others were able to enjoy a quick one in
the Mess before retiring.
Once again the members of the Mess were called upon
in force to assist in the Past and Present Association " Get
together " of Branches on the 18th October. No doubt full
details of this very successful evening will appear elsewhere
in this edition.
We were pleased to have George Carter with us again
for a few days—he does like to come along and potter
about. In any case, it gives him a break and we hope he
enjoyed his short stay. He did valuable work in connection
with the raffle at the " Gettogether," and has also helped
considerably in preparing sheets for our grand Xmas Draw,
which will be taking place on 23rd December this year. We
also welcome, for his temporary stay with us, Mr. (Chug)
Harry of the Garrison Engineer's Staff. Wc hope he is
comfortable, but of course, he is not allowed to " layin "
in the mornings.
As is the usual practice when members leave the Regi
ment for civil life, it is the custom to present them with a
memento of their time with the Regiment, and true to form
the necessary presentations have now been passed on to ex
Sgt. Charlie Kent and exSgt. Fred Saywell. We do hope
they have now received their engraved pewter pots.
Sgt. Pratt has now returned from long leave and Sgt.
Johnstone has managed to get his. Sgt. Collingwood is
going to hospital next month for an operation and we all
sincerely hope it turns out to be successful. C/Sgt. Harris
joined from disembarkation leave to spend his last six
months in the U.K. We had hardly had time to say,
" Hello," when a posting was received for him to H.Q.,
Western Command. Chester. Sgt. Dowsing (Reg.) has now
been posted to the P.S. of the Depot, and Sgt. Argent (who
is on a course at the School of Infantry) looked in for a
weekend.
In reading the 1st Bn. S.M. notes for October, we con
cluded that they had, in fact, a really reasonable cricket
team and that the officers of the Bn. did not know how to
play. The correspondent obviously is not aware that the
" Officers " always win the annual Sgts. v. Officers cricket
match. It was most unfortunate that the score sheet should
have got inserted immediately below the Mess notes and it
is noticed that a prominent absentee from the team is the
R.Q.M.S. Where is he—B " Echelon or on leave?
On 31st October we have our first social evening of
the season versus " Rootes Athletic and Social Club," in
the Mess, of which more next month.
Although it seem rather early, all members of the Mess
wish all members of the Regiment, in particular those now
serving overseas, a merry Xmas and prosperous 1953.
" McCartney."

PASTiPRESENT

ASSOCIATION
SOCIAL EVENING AND GETTOGETHER
Saturday, 18th October, 1952
Of Branches of The Queen's Own Past and
Present Association

O

NCE again, strong contingents from the London,
Catford, Tunbridge Wells and Tonbridge, Gravesend,
Chatham and Maidstone Branches, as well as many others
from other Branches of the Association turned up for this
very popular evening.
As is usual these evenings are rather slow getting off
the mark, nevertheless this particular evening came up in all
respects to those held in past years. A programme had
been drawn up, but it is difficult to adhere to it strictly,
but by the time all branches had arrived and settled in. The
Band of the Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment), by kind
permission of Major P. J. Lewis and the Officers of The
Buffs, soon had everybody in tho mood by opening up,
very appropriately with " Old Comrades."
Throughout
the evening the band provided excellent music and our
thanks are due to Mr. T. L. Sharpe, L.A.R.M., A.R.C.M,.
the Bandmaster, and the bandsmen for the excellence of
their programme.
Time was allowed in the programme for a spot of
amateur talent, but little was forthcoming, possibly due
to the fact that our guests were just beginning to meet each
other and swop yarns over the bar. Led by Sgt. A. D. C.
Turner, R.A.E.C., and Sgt. W. Lockyear (Provost Sgt.),
members of the Regimental Depot Training Staff put on
a short sketch depicting the Regimental Depot's own brand
of Coy. Orders. (It is hoped that the Training Staff disci
pline bears no relation to that made evident in this amusing
skit). This was followed by an "arrival" from Malaya,
who seemed to be in some distress over the lack of facilities
for blancoing his equipment.
Just prior to the interval, Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver,
C.B., O.B.E. (Colonel of the Regiment and President of the
Past and Present Association) welcomed members and told
us how well H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent (ColonelinChief)
had been received on her visit to the Far East, where, in
Selangor, Malaya, she was pleased to visit our 1st Bn. in
the jungle and was able to see for herself what conditions
are like for our men in that area.
Her visit has been
acclaimed everywhere as an unqualified success, he told us.
Remembering many of our guests had started out
rather early that evening to ensure being present, special
precautions were taken and arrangements made to ensure
a sufficient " buffet " was laid on.
We do hope it was
satisfactory this year.
Following the interval the band again continued to
play selections and there were one or two amusing inter
ruptions, notably " Dan McCrue " (The Green Eye of the
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Little Yellow God) by Bill Brewster assisted by Sid Terry.
It is many years since many of the members have seen
this burlesque and it is remarkable that Bill can still re
member the words after so long. Considering there had
been no opportunity for rehearsal the show went off very
well indeed, except the microphone did not come up to
expectations.
As the Band had to leave early the " Raffle" was
drawn before their departure. It was noticeable
that
there were no shouts of " Fiddle " during the draw so we
conclude that all were satisfied with the arrangements. It
was intended that dancing " Old and New " followed the
departure of the band, music being provided by Radiogram.
Everybody seemed to be happy and dancing did not catch
on, although a few songs did.
When the time came to go home and last drinks had
been served, the general feeling was that it had been well
worth while coming; meeting old friends; having the odd
drink; being entertained by a firstclass military band; the
evening had lived up to its standard of social enjoyment.
Appreciation and sincere thanks are extended to all those
people who always work so hard to make it pleasant for
the rest of us, particularly R.S.M. Hayley and his mess
members—thank you, and to all members of the P. & P.
Association, we say, of course, come again next year; by
the way if you have any ideas for the evening please let
O.C., Regimental Depot, know.
Contributed.
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ARE AFRAID OF
ELEPHANTS
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

F

IRST of all, I must thank all those who were responsible
for the very successful branches' social gathering at
Maidstone last Saturday, 18th October, 1952.
We cf Catford are very grateful. The whole outing
was, from our point of view, a great success. From the
time we left Penge, after picking up the " waifs and strays "
at various points, a happy spirit was very evident, and
melody, led by Len Clarke with the banjo, developed into
horrible discord, led by the Hon. Secretary, who was in
high spirits (for once (?) not " misery "—vide L.C.).
Wrotham was reached without any serious mishap,
though at one time an apple may well have caused trouble,
and there we mingled with our friends cf the London
Branch; a meeting which was slightly spoilt by poor service
at the bar, when drinks were urgently needed to soothe out
raged vocal chords. However, we all managed to "get
one" before the " Sgt.Majors" ordered the " fallin."
We arrived at the Barracks not too late and soon found
the " bar," where I was delighted to meet dear old " Hooky "
Walker once again, and we renewed our chat over old days
again for a while.
I will not attempt to describe the whole evening;
better pens, no doubt, will do that. But Catford helped to
make a little fun. Sid Terry did his "stuff" very well and
Harry Lake led the Catford " choir," with everwilling
Alec Cameron at the piano.
Too bad that our ViceChairman, Mr. R. F. Wilks,
could not be found when a presentation of a prize by the
Colonel of the Regiment, arranged by Sid Terry, was to
have taken place, and in that connection, may I, on behalf
of the Branch, thank all those who supported our venture
to the happy result that our Standard Fund received a
hearty " boost."

It was very regrettable that the draught beer ran out so
soon, for its absence forced many of Catford to seek solace
at a nearby inn, where they livened up proceedings, as only
the Catford " choir" can, to the pleasure and amusement
of the locals. Again, Harry Lake and Alec Cameron pre
sided, with Len Clarke nobly assisting. It was a very happy
party which eventually climbed on the coach cn its home
ward journey, which was celebrated in the usual style in
song and fun.
I, personally, am most grateful to "Len" and
"Bessie" for their generous hospitality, because Sutton
was far too distant to attempt in the early hours.
I made it my business to visit our founder member,
Albert Medhurst. before 1 journeyed home, and to my
pleasure, found him in much better health, after a long
illness lasting several weeks.
1 have, too, good news about genial "Joe" Saunders;
he, too, is greatly improved in health and I hope that very
scon he will resume his duties on the Committee.
A vole cf thanks was proposed by Sid Terry and
seconded by Mr. R. F. Wilks to Mr. Bill Worsley, of the
" 62 Club " for that organization's generous gesture towards
our Standard Fund, which is highly appreciated.
1 will not attempt to repeat the remarks contained in
the covering letter to the gift (incidentally, composed by
" Genial Joe ").
We hope to be able to arrange for the ordering of the
Standard very soon. So at last Catford will attempt for
honours at Maidstone next July.
At our last monthly meeting we hoped that our Presi
dent, Brig. H. S. Brown, M.C., would be present, but to our
regret, previous arrangements prevented it. Our Vice
President, Major H. J. D. Combe, honoured us and we
were happy to welcome him again.
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Tentative dates have been put forward for cur A.G.M.
and Annual Dinner next year—in May, I hope.
Well, enough for new, with every good wish to all
members and Branches.
In thanking those responsible for the success of our
Draw, we should like to say that such success was in no
small measure due to the hard work and enterprise of our
Secretary, Mr. Stan Knight, who sold the largest number
of tickets—136 books in all. Congratulations and many
thanks, Stanley.
" Ravensbourne."

father, 2nd Bn., in Ireland and South Africa. 1 also had
the pleasure of meeting for the first time, the son of the late
Regimental Sgt.Maj. Turner (Black Jack). When we were
stationed at Shorncliffe Camp I remember our late com
rade being transferred from the 1st to the 2nd Bn. in
either 1891 or 1892, to be promoted from C/Sgt. to Regi
mental Sgt.Maj. Mr. Turner informed me that as a boy
he lived for a time in the Married Quarters at the Depot.
I also met my old comrade, George Carter (Victorian), of
Eltham, and we were both in C Coy, 2nd Bn., in Ireland
(shades of Capt. Moody (Scamp)).
For old lang syne.
W. Williams, ex 2879.

LONDON BRANCH

CHATHAM BRANCH

O

UR monthly meeting was held on the 1st October, the
chair being taken at 8 p.m., by Mr. L. W. Davison.
Officers of the Branch present were G. Anchors, Alf. Tapp,
M.C. (our oldest soldier), Joe Wright (Regimental repre
sentative at Headquarters), Maj. H. M. Smith, M.B.E.
Maj. R. W. Brothers (Life President) said how pleased he
was to see Tug Wilson, who had travelled from Holling
bourne to be present. Joe Wright and Mr. A. S. Smith
(Standard Bearer) who attended the London Branch social
on 13th September, both praised the entertainment provided
and spoke of the splendid organisation. Joe stated that
they did not arrive back at Chatham till 2 a.m. the next
morning, but it was well worth it. Our Special Annual
Meeting will be held at the Drill Hall, Boundary Road,
Chatham, on 3rd November, at 8 p.m., when the election
of officers will take place.
The booby was won by Jim Munchin. There was a
good attendance of members.
Early this month I paid a visit to my grandson, who is
at the Duke of York's Military School, Dover. The boys
wear khaki uniforms, and on Sundays they wear the badge
of their father's regiment in the lapel of their tunic. Inside
the entrance gate of the school is the War Memorial, which
bears the following inscription: "To the glory of God,
and in memory of the old boys of the Duke of York's
Military School, who gave their lives for their King and
Country in the Great War, 1914—1918. Sons of soldiers,
they gave all for their countrv, and also in the Second
World War, 1939—1945."
1 feel confident that those who attended the " Get
together," organised by the Depot stall' and Maidstone
Branch of the P. & P. Association, spent a very happy
evening on Saturday, 18th October. Our thanks are due
to all those for the work they did to provide such a fine
entertainment. I thought one of the most pleasing items of
the evening was the rendering by the Band of the Royal
East Kent Regt. (Buffs) of Victorian and Edwardian
choruses. It must have revived memories to the " Boys of
the Old Brigade," and their wives. Chatham was well
represented and some of those present were Alf. Tapp,
M.C. (Victorian), Joe Wright (an enthusiastic worker in all
matters appertaining to the Association), L. W. Davison,
A. S. Smith (Standard Bearer), Jim Munchin, E. E. Empett,
C. J. Williams.
I met the following of the Maidstone
Branch: Lt.Col. A. Howe, Charlie Stringer, M.S.M. (Vic
torian), Hookey Walker, M.S.M. (Victorian) and Mr. Max
low. I had a chat with Maj. Pond and I served with his

O

UR last meeting, held on the 26th September, attracted
40 members, not including six ladies, so, although
down on last month's numbers, must have been an improve
ment on the same month last year, when, as far as I
remember, the attendance was probably half that number.
Our usual stalwarts were on parade and, as usual, there
were new members.
The first new member J had the pleasure of meeting
was Mr. Jack Moore who spent a time with us in the 1st
Bn. before going over to'join the 2nd. He is now a personal
chauffeur in the West End, and although having put on a
little weight, looked little changed from Secunderabad days.
A Mr. Kemsley had sent a subscription and a letter to say
that he insisted on becoming a life member. Mog Stammers
also, so taken up with the spirit shown at our meeting in
August, had sent along his membership fees.
A Mr.
Shaddock, who was a First World War veteran, appeared
in person to join and, last, but by no means least, appeared
George Newman, whom I last saw at Eltham in 1939 with
the 1st Bn. He had been persuaded (not a difficult job)
by Mr. O'Leary to come and pay us a visit, and now,
back amongst his old friends, George has come to stay.
Like myself he has had a tour with a Corps—the R.E. in
his case as a W.O.—and has lots to say about our esprit
de corps. Long may the new members remain with us.
I was pleased to see Gunboat Parry and Alf Beau
champ with us again. The latter had driven down from
Hull to be in time for this meeting, and had hoped to see
one or two of our 1922 comrades of " D" Coy., 1st Bn.,
with us, but they did not arrive.
In addition to our President, Brig. A. Riddell, Col.
B. L. Clay and Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell were present, and
the meeting opened with the reading of a letter from Gen.
W. P. Oliver, congratulating all concerned on our dance
held earlier in September. Our Chairman, Len Remfry,
then told of the success of the dance which this year cleared
a small profit. The raffle in aid of the Benevolent Fund
raised £20—a great effort—and Len was unstinting in his
praise for the ladies, daughters of Harry Elson, the two
girls—Valerie, Jimmy Hammond's daughter, and Sheila
Bruce, who sold hundreds of tickets, and for Mrs. Pedlar
Palmer who sold no less than thirteen tickets for the dance
itself, quite a feat. Without our ladies, all of whom help
in a very big way, we should not be so rich in funds. They
do all the sales and collecting for our raffles, and we cannot
praise them enough. Hearty thanks also to Messrs. Hazell
and Wilks for their very lengthy stay at the door, raking in
the gate money.
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We regret very much to note the very serious illness
of Algy Orchard and hope that his health will recover
gradually. His case has been sent up for a visitation from
Maidstone. Algy was a great character in the Regt. and
a very deserving case.
It was pleasing to note that the 1st Bn. takes so much
notice of these notes, and Bob Sivers' letter to our Chairman
was listened to very intently. We take this opportunity of
thanking the Bn. for their great interest, and we trust that
all ranks were in good form for the visit of H.R.H. the
Duchess of Kent. The cocktail party, we read in our news
papers, was a great success and I don't doubt that the more
serious side of the visit, inspections, etc., were just as suc
cessful. The Bns., both 1st and 2nd, could always pull out
that little bit extra when these Royal Inspections are put
on. We hope that suitable photographs of the occasion
will adorn the Messes at the Depot in due course.
Col. B. L. Clay always makes interesting notes when
on his tours abroad, and at this meeting he was up to his
usual good form. He had met several old friends on his
tour and first to be mentioned was Col. R. O. Pulverman.
Now, the latter may or may not remember me, but I can
still picture his swarthy face under a very large hat when
he was placed in command of No. 13 Platoon at Rugeley
Camp in 1919, under the O.C. Coy., Capt. P. N. Anstruther,
D.S.O., M.C. He was to my mind the first platoon officer
after the war to instil the competitive spirit into a lot of
youngsters just setting about a career. His rugger roars
in Poona four years later and his playing, together with
Henry Lovell and Bunny Addison, gave us some idea of his
prowess, and we were sorry to lose him when he went
home to the 2nd Bn. Then he mentioned Lt.Col. O. M.
Fry, still with the A.K.C., and not yet to visit us, followed
by news of Capt. Kelleher, R.A.M.C., who was M.O. to the
2nd Bn. in Palestine, and very interested to know how his
old Bn. wallahs were faring. News too of Brig. G. Ingham,
whom we understand is now recovering from a bad illness.
Many thanks. Colonel, for your news, and we all hope
for the speedy recovery of Brig. Ingham.
Last, but not least, the question of the coach for the
" Gettogether" was debated. Time for departure from
London and the intended time to leave Maidstone was the
subject of a lengthy discussion in order that all needs could
be met to everybody's satisfaction. The numbers to go
had suffered a setback as we hadn't heard from Sid Terry,
of Catford, how many could go from his Branch. We
could not meet Catford's requirements in every respect, as
transport cannot, according to their contract, pick up at too
many places.
Doubtless this had caused one or two to
change their minds.
Len Remfry had our numbers, however, and was go
ing ahead with one 34 seater coach at least, and no doubt
this will be filled whether or not by London or Catford we
do not mind, as long as we get good support. I will touch
on the notes for the 18th October in my next month's
correspondence.
The Spider.

T

HE December monthly meeting of the London Branch
will be held at "The Cranbourne," 1, Upper St.
Martin's Lane (by Leicester Square Station), on Friday,
19th December, 1952. Members of The Queen's Own
and their friends will be welcomed.
L. Remfry {Chairman).
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CTOBER finds us at the commencement of our season
for Indoor Games and Small Bore Matches, and the
first of the games matches was played at the ExServices
Club, on 14th October, 1952. I am pleased to say our
team was well supported on this occasion, but unfortunately
our opponents, R.A.F. Association, were lacking in this re
spect, and tended to hold up games. However, by the end
of the evening we finished all square, obtaining 6 points
each. Our card team did not come up to expectation, for
Hooky Walker and Tim Hayley (crib team) lost as did
our whist team (Charlie Stringer and Tim Hayley). With
more expert shuffling of the cards we should have had a
respectable win on this occasion.
The following Monday, 20th October, our shooting
team fired off their match versus the R.A.F. Association,
and made a good start by winning the match by 375 to
324 points, the team average being 75 per cent which is
encouraging. The same evening we fired off our match
versus The British Legion (Maidstone Branch) and were
able to register yet a higher average.
As the British
Legion have not yet fired their match I am unable to reveal
our score. Our next shooting match is on 8th December
when we meet our strong rivals The Royal Naval Associa
tion (Maidstone Branch), they usually give us something
to think about.
It was pleasing to find such grand attendance at the
annual social and gettogether on 18th October, and credit
is due to the Committee, made up from members of our
Branch and the Regimental Depot, for the programme, etc.,
arranged. We do hope all those who came along really
enjoyed themselves and felt that it was worth while. We
were indeed pleased that Bill Brewster and Sid Terry were
able this year to put on " The Green Eye," no doubt re
vived memories for many of those who were present. It
was intended to include Dancing " Old and New," but we
do now begin to realise that perhaps community singing
towards the end of the evening is a better way to round
off. However, if you have any ideas of what might go
down very well, do please let us know so they may be con
sidered for the future. The " Raffle " went off very well
and the lucky winners were: —
Mrs. Stubley (Married Quarters, The Depot), bottle of
whisky; Mr. Adams (Tunbridge Wells and Tonbridge
Branch), a chicken; A Bandsman (Band of The Buffs,
R.E.K. Regt.), a chicken; Mr. S. Bilney (Chatham Branch),
bottle of sherry; Mr. Mann (Bromley Branch), bottle of
port; Mr. L. Remfry (London Branch), box of choco
lates; Mrs. Kingsmill (Maidstone Branch), basket cf fruit;
Mr. Sayers (6th Bn. O.C.A.), Players cigarettes: Mr. Carman
jnr. (Maidstone Branch), Woodbine cigarettes.
Members of the Maidstone Branch extend their Greet
ings for Christmastide and the New Year to all members
Past and Present of the Regiment who may be serving or
living overseas.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS—
21st Nov.—Monthly Meeting at Sgts'. Mess, The Barracks,
at 7.45 p.m.
2nd Dec.—Games, versus Royal Naval Association, Ex
Service Club, 7.45 p.m.
8th Dec.—Small Bore, versus Royal Naval Association, The
Barracks, 7.30 p.m.
12th Dec.—Monthly Meeting at Sgts'. Mess, The Barracks,
at 7.45 p.m.
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HE usual monthly meeting of the Branch took place
at the T.A. Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge, on
Wednesday, 15th October, under the chairmanship of Maj.
N. S. C. Elmslie. The secretary, Mr. T. LatterStapley, re
ported that in response to an invitation from the Tonbridge
Branch of the Royal Air Force Association, the Branch
had been represented at the Battle of Britain Service at the
Tonbridge Parish Church, the Branch Standard being car
ried by Mr. W. Pollard.
It was also reported that an
invitation having once again been received from the Officer
Commanding 4th Bn. for the Branch to enter a team to
compete in the Officers' and W.Os'. and Sgts'. annual rifle
contest, the invitation had been accepted, and a team had
spent an enjoyable afternoon on Saturday, 11th October, on
the range at Shoreham, and afterwards been entertined
hospitably at the Drill Hall, Sevenoaks. Final arrange
ments were completed for a coach party to attend the
annual " Social Gathering of Branches" at the Depot,
Maidstone, on Saturday, 18th October. Other business
included discussion of the arrangements in connection with
the dance that is being organised as a joint effort by the
Branch and the Tonbridge Branch of the R.A.F. Associa
tion to be held at the T.A. Centre, on Saturday evening,
8th November. The annual meeting of the Branch was
fixed for Wednesday, 19th November.
In connection with the foregoing it may be here men
tioned that a full coach party of members and their lady
friends proceeded tc( Maidstone on the evening Of the
18th, all voting the outing a very enjoyable one.
The
Depot staff and the Maidstone Branch are to be congratu
lated on arranging once again an excellent evening's
entertainment.
4
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Headquarters, Yeomanry House, Boxley Road, Maidstone.
Dear Mr. Editor,
HE Battalion is still sorely in need of recruits and still
anxiously awaiting a few of the old R.W.K. exstalwarts
to swell the ranks and give it a real fillip.
Most of our training to date has been carried out
at the Regimental Depot, thanks to the kindness of Maj.
R. E. Moss, the O.C., who has also very kindly loaned us
some instructors to make sure our training is on modern
lines.
The Bn. entered a team for the Kent Unit (Miniature)
Range Competition, which was fired on the Depot Range
on the 29th October, scores obtained were as follows: —
Pte. R. Mason
92
C.S.M. H. R. Apps
88
Maj. R. C. Muir, D.F.C
87
C.S.M. S. Falcus
87
Cpl. E. J. Westmoreland
87
Sgt. H. Hickmott
80

T
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51st KENT BN.
This Bn. is commanded by Lt.Col. T. K. Collett, and
Maj. R. N. Allen is Second in Command.
Bn. H.Q. is at 5, West Street, Bromley, Kent, and three
of the five Coys. have, established headquarters.
"A" Coy., commanded by Maj. G. W. Treadwell, has
H.Q. at 33, London Road, Bromley.
"B" Coy., commanded by Maj. G. W. Haden, has H.Q.
temporarily at Yeomanry House, Bromley Common.
"C" Coy., commanded by Maj. J. R. Gibbs, has H.Q.
at the BirdinHand, Bickley.
"D" Coy., commanded by Maj. P. E. M. Shaw, T.D.,
has H.Q. at Yeomanry House, Bromley Common.
"E" Coy., commanded by Maj. A. J. Dussek, has H.Q.
temporarily at Yeomanry House, Bromley Common.
Capt. S. P. Briggs (late the Northamptonshire Regt.) is
Adjutant/Quartermaster.
Capt. P. S. Ayers, M.C., is Military Liaison Officer,
Capt. S. D. Clarke is Weapon Training Officer, Capt. B. J.
Finnie, M.C., is Civil Defence Liaison Officer, and Lt. F. L.
Harris is Officer i/c Intelligence Section.
Weapons, ammunition, training stores, personal cloth
ing and equipment have been received, and training is well
under way, including firing on the .22 ranges at Glebe Knoll,
H.Q. of the Bromley (Kent) Home Guard Association, and
at the T.A. Centre, East Street, Bromley.
On Sunday, the 5th October, the Bn. carried out its first
exercise with troops in the area, Cudham—Downe—Farn
borough.
Over 100 members of the Bn. took part in
Exercise Pheasant," which was designed to familiarise the
troops with the terrain and to practise movement and the
manning of operational Coy. H.Q.
The Commanding Officer directed the exercise and the
2 i/c took charge of the observers. The most important
individual taking part, however, was " Pte. Smith," and the
main concern of the planners was to ensure that " Exercise
Pheasant " did not become " Exercise Grouse."
The exercise, from which valuable lessons were learnt,
was voted a great success. Further exercises of a similar
nature are being planned.
The close liaison which exists between the Bn. and the
local Civil Defence Corps was shown recently at the annual
Horse Show at the Rookery, Bromley Common, when a
Recruiting tent was set up, manned jointly by volunteers of
both services.
The Bn. is taking part in the Parade and Service of
Remembrance, organised by the Bromley Branch of the
British Legion, on Sunday, 9th November, 1952.

4
It was Bill's first experience of Orderly Room and he
was inclined to argue the point with a very blustering C.O.
"Three days," roared the Old Man, cutting Bill short.
" But, sir
" Bill commenced to expostulate.
" Four days," snapped the Old Man.
" Oh, excuse me, sir," protested Bill.
" Five day," the Old Man barked at him.
" Blimmey," said Bill as he sadly suffered himself to
be led away, " he ain't a C.O.
He'$ a bloomin'
auctioneer,"
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THE

CARLETON AND
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YORK

Our Camp this year was a very good one, with perfect
weather throughout, and well conducted.
Our men are just now getting back to serious training,
after the recess after Summer Camp. Our first event of
the year was the Shootolf for the General Trophy, which
was won this year by "C" Company at Woodstock. This
trophy was presented by General Turner, a former Honor
ary Lt.Col., and is competed for each year by fivemen
teams from each Coy. and Battalion H.Q.
Yours Sincerely,
C. E. KIMBALL, L IEUT., P RO.

FREDERICTON, N.B. CANADA.

28th September, 1952.
Dear Sir,
I am very glad to accede to your request of the 9th
of July to supply you with quarterly report on the activities
of the Carleton and York. First, 1 must thank you for the
notice given us in the August issue of the "Gazette." Copies
of this paper are received by us each month and distributed
among our companies.
LtCol. Rousseau has asked me to forward you a
photograph taken at our Summer Camp at Utopia this
summer. The photograph depicts Lt.Gen. E. W. Sansom,
C.B., D.S.O., Honorary Lt.Col. of the Regt.,  and
Lt.Col. Rousseau.
Gen. Sansom is shown with the
sword which he presented to the Regiment earlier in the
day, at a ceremonial parade. The sword, which belonged
to a former commanding officer of the 71st York Regiment,
Col. Chipman, was given to Gen. Sansom, after his
return from overseas as commander of the 2nd Canadian
Army Corps, by a son of Colonel Chipman.

*
The squaw and papoose were on the platform at a
stop in South Dakota when the train pulled in. A contractor
from the East, pointing his finger at the papoose, enquired :
" Him Injun ? "
" Him part Injun, part injineer," replied the squaw.
*
*
*
*
Split percentage : The village nitwit was the foreman
of the jury trying a murder case. After three full days of
deliberation the jury filed back into the courtroom.
" Have you reached a verdict ? " asked the judge.
" Not yet, your honour," replied the foreman. " We
want to make this trial fair and square and before we
render a verdict we want to ask the defendant one question."
" What is it ? " asked the judge.
" Does he want A.C. or D.C. current ? "

1

MAIDSTONE'S

SAFEST

MILK!!

nto&e Sf JZen 3) aities, £td.

19, LOWER STONE ST., MAIDSTONE
Telephone 2610

PASTEURISED MILK
TUBERCULIN TESTED
(Farm Bottled)

MILK

32, THE BROADWAY,
MAIDSTONE — and at
Tel: 2610

The occasion of the presentation was a colourful one,
with perfect weather, with the Carleton and York Regimen
tal Band in attendance, and the color party with the
Regimental Colors, which were presented the Regiment by
King George VI at the Brigade of Guards Depot, Cater
ham, Surrey, on the 1st July, 1941. We were fortunate in
being able to have a broadcast of the entire parade over
New Brunswick radio stations, along with music by the
band, and a talk by Brigadier J. E. Anderson, D.S.O., who
commanded the 14th Infantry Brigade at Camp. The
picture was taken at an All Ranks Dinner held the same
evening, during which Gen. Sansom traced the develop
ment of the Regiment, from the time when it was known
as the 71st York, in which he first served under Colonel
Chipman. The sword bearer was Maj. J. A. Thornton, who
had the honour of being the officer who accepted the
colors "from His Majesty, ip 194L . .
...


WEST MALLING
Tel: West Moiling 3101

Full cream milk
chocolate
Delicious
sweetmeat
Crisp wafers

BLUE
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AJ.GENERAL WILLIAM ROBERTS FARMAR
is the second and only surviving son of
Hugh Hovell Farmar, J.P., of Dunsinane, Co.
Wexford, and was educated at Bruton School and Elizabeth
College, Guernsey, and is now since the death of the Sari
of Pomfret, in 1867, the present representative of the
Farmar and Farmer family.
Mr. Farmar was gazetted as ensign in the 50th, the
Queen's Own Regiment, on the 25th February, 1845, in
which members of his family had served for a hundred
years and after being presented at the Queen's levee on
the 23rd April, 1845 by his uncle, Mr. Mynors Baskerville,
M.P., for Herefordshire, Ensign Farmar sailed on the 3rd
June of that year with a detachment of his regiment in the
Lady McNaughten, of about 500 tons, and on the 23rd
September landed in Calcutta.
On the 20th October he left Chinsura by boat for
Allahabad and the Upper Provinces with various detach
ments under the command of Captain Matthias, 62nd
Regiment. After marching through Cawnpore, Allyghur,
Delhi, and Jugraon, on the 19th January, 1846, the detach
ments marched into Bussean and were there inspected by
Sir Harry Smith, who, in inspecting the 50th detachment
told them that if they were like his other old 50th fellows,
they would be worth their weight in gold, and all sternly
resolved to merit the praise, and here all had their last
dinner for some days. Sir Harry's object was to relieve
Loodiana, and, at midnight on the 20th January, the
column started for a forced march of thirtyfive miles, and
at Budawal were met by the enemy in force with forty
guns. In advancing and turning to the right for Loodiana
the column was all the time under the fire of the enemy
marching in the most perfect order as if on parade, till
at last our artillery poured in some twelve or fourteen
rounds with effect, and the 31st regiment executed the
remarkable movement under such a fire of changing front
to the rear on the centre, with a view to check the enemy
and to cover the advance of the remainder of the force.
Without water, and after a most harassing march through
deep sand for the last six miles from Budawal, they reached
Loodiana only to find the horses had been either taken
by the Sikhs or led away by the Syces into the jungle for
safety. There were no tents or any kind of baggage, but
fortunately Mr. Farmar's Syce came up with his horse,
bringing a very precious bottle of brandy to moisten many
feverish lips. Without anything to eat, happily one of
the men's tents was obtained and some sixteen officers
took advantage of it, and were as comfortable as could be
expected, where beds, blankets, and all warm clothing
were unknown.
One or two were fortunate enough to
have their cloaks, Mr. Farmar among the number, and
what with a little straw to lie on, and his saddle for a
pillow, he got on tolerably, and it was not till the 25th
the baggage came up.
He joined the headquarters of his regiment on the
26th, and on the 28th Mr. Farmer marched at daylight with
his regiment to attack the Sihks at Aliwal. The British
force amounted to about 10,000 men, with 32 guns, and
about 10 o'clock they came in sight of the Sihk army of
25,000 men. Marching slowly in line, suddenly the fire of
70 guns opened upon our army, but the line extending for
two_rajles tparc.hed on in the steadiest manner possible,

THE

INDIAN

ARMY

occasionally lying down. Mr. Farmar had the honour of
carrying the Queen's colours of his regiment, and just as
he came close to their guns he was severely wounded by a
grape shot in the thigh, fired from a gun mounted on a
camel, and was compelled to resign it to the next ensign,
and here a curious circumstance may be recorded that
several officers were either killed or wounded carrying
the Queen's colours in this battle, when the officer carrying
the regimental colours escaped untouched.
Mr. Farmar lay where he fell till discovered by a
medical officer roaming about the field in his work of mercy
to the wounded, who bound a bandage round his leg above
the wound to stop the bleeding, and passed on to attend
to others. Ultimately he was picked up, put into a dhoolie,
and carried to the field hospital some distance in the rear.
There he found already several brother officers, Lieutenant
Grimes, 50th regiment, lying dead in the corner of the
tent; next to him, Captain Knowles, 50th, whose leg was
amputated; then Lieutenant Frampton, 50th, arm ampu
tated; then came Colonel Rowland Smyth and Captain
Fyler, 16th Lancers, both severely wounded in the glorious
charge of the 16th Lancers in this battle, and besides be
tween 20 and 30 officers and men more or less wounded.
Having seen the operations on his brother officers
and on others around him, naturally he felt rather anxious
about his own fate, but happily it was found only necessary
to cut out the grape shot. All the wounded were as soon
as possible sent into Loodiana, and when Mr. Farmar could
be moved he was sent up to the hills to Simla for six
months for change of air. The Sihks were utterly routed,
great numbers were drowned in the river Sutlej, and some
;
5,000 men were killed.
The effect of this victory of Aliwal was great on the
army opposite to the GovernorGeneral's camp, and the
humber of dead bodies floating down the river quite
astounded them. This army just conquered also intended
spreading all over the country, plundering in all directions,
but this victory checked further advance.
It may be of interest to record that the 50th, the
Queen's Own Regiment, in the battle of Punuiar, and in
this campaign of two* months against the Sihks, had in
killed and wounded 40 officers, 15 sergeants, 4 drummers,
and 695 rank and file.
Ensign Farmar gained his promotion to a lieutenantcy
in the field. He returned home with his regiment, and
landed in England on the 20th April, 1848, and being one
of the supernumerary lieutenants, he was placed on half
pay for a few months, but was gazetted to the 82nd Regi
ment on the 22nd December, 1848.
We are indebted to MajorGeneral G. J. Farmar,
C.B., C.M.G., for the loan of a copy of " The Career,"
published in April, 1892, which contains the following
extract of the services of a member of his family who
had the honour of carrying The Queen's Colour of
the 50th Foot at Aliwal, in 1846.
It is interesting to note that MajorGeneral W. R.
Farmar was the nephew of Capt. R. Farmar who
served in the Regiment from 1771 to 1790, and grand
father of Major M. H. Keane, who was killed in
France in the last war.— DITOR.
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PATRON:
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OP KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT:
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B.. O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN:
COLONEL W. V. PALMER
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER:
LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES:
BRANCH
Bromley

CHAIRMAN
Mr. S. G. Lewis

Chatham

Mr. L. W. Davison .

Catford & D i s t r i c t .. Mr. S. J. Terry
Deptford &

Di striot Mr. A. H. Fifield

Gravesend

. . . Mr. A. Wood

Guernsey .

Maj. R. H. Thatcher

London

Mr. L. Remfry

Maidstone

. Mr. H. Carman

Sevenoaks
Shorncliffe

. LtCol. I. R. Lovell.

Major N. S. C.
Tonbridge &
Elmslie.
Tunbridge Well s
Lt.Col.
G. K.
6th Battalion
Defrates. D.S.O., M.C.
Mr. E. Goodman
7th Battalion
8th

Battalion

10th Battalion
11th Battalion

. Mr. A. E. Grant

20th (London)

. Mr. J. Mingay

DETAIL OF MEETINGS
Last Saturday each month, 8 p.m., United
Mr. A. Smith.
Service Club, Bromley.
12, Gladwell Road, Bromley. Kent.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
Mr. J. E. Wright,
Hall. Boundary Road, Chatham.
"Royson" 43, Blaker Avenue, Rochester.
Second Friday of each month, at The
Mr. S. Knight,
"Prince
of Wales," Perry Rise, Forest
215, Ridge Road, Sutton, Surrey.
Hill, S.E. 23.
At " Brown Bear," High Street, Deptford,
Mr. J. W. Reed,
S.E.8. Last Saturday, each month.
55, Berthon Street, Deptford, S.E.8.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
61. Kings Drive, Gravesend.
Mi'. E. Godfrey. 3. Cordier Hill, St. Peter
First Monday of each month.
Port.
Last Friday each month, at " The Cran
Mr. W. A. Cole,
bourn," 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
23, Hertford Street, London, W.l
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Mr. C. Culver,
2, Vine Court Rd., Sevenoaks, Kent.
Fourth Friday of each month, 7.30 p.m.,
Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
" FleurdeLys," High Street, Sandgate
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
Third
Friday of each month, T.A. Centre.
Mr. T. Latter Stapley,
27, Shakespeare Road, Tonbridge.
Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
Mr. C. Sayers,
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
59. Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
Mr. E. Hills,
Alternately London and Gravesend annually.
4, St. Aidan's Way, Gravesend.
1st Saturday in April.
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
23, Morton Gardens. Wallington, Surrey.
Mr. Stanford,
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
6, Brantley Way, West Wickham.
Mr. P. W. Sales,
Meeting first Tuesday each month, Holly
16, Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.
Hedge House, Blackheath
SECRETARY

Additional Member:
Mr. M. R. Audsley, M.S.M, 54. Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are:
Life Membership: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/, Other Ranks, 1/.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those ire
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2/ to Life Members.
All communications 9hould be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen '3 Own Royal West KenV
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent,
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THE REED PAPER GROUP

Wood pulp from Finland is unloaded at Aylesford Paper Mills.
This pulp is the raw material of paper.

THE REED PAPER GROUP includes:

AYLESFORD PAPER MILLS
TOVIL MILLS
THE LONDON PAPER MILLS CO. LTD.
THE MEDWAY CORRUGATED PAPER CO. LTD.
MEDWAY PAPER SACKS LTD.
BROOKGATE INDUSTRIES LTD.
THE SOUTHERN PAPER STOCK CO. LTD.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt."
The White Horse of

The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."

Kent with the motto " Invicta."

» " Pnrunna" "Almarez." " Vittoria," "Pyrenees." "Nive," "Orthes," "Peninsula," "Punniar," " Moodkee,"
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," "Sevastapol," "Luoknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,
Ferozesnan,
«nwa.,
' 1 8 8 4 . 8 5 „ ' » S o u t h Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1P19."
The Great War—1 8 Battalions.—" Mons," " Le Cateau," " Retreat from Mons," " Marne, 1 9 1 4 , " " Aisne, 1 9 1 4 , " " La Bassee 1 9 1 4 , "
1Q14 17""Ynres 1914 '15. '17. '18," "Hill 60," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg,"
Loos,"
» Snmmp mifi '18" "Albert' 1916* '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " FlersCourcelette,"
Morvaf" " ThiepJal," " ^ Transloy/'' "Ancre Heights," " Ancre. 1 9 1 6 , ' 1 8 " "Arras, 1 9 1 7 ' 1 8 . " " Vimy, 1917/' " Scqxpe, 1 9 1 7 "
" Oddv "' " Pllckem " " Langemarck, 1917," " Menin Road,"
" Polygon Wood," " Broodseinde,
Passchendaele,( ^ Cambrai,
1917
T8 " "St. Quentin," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux," " Lys," " Hazebrouck," ' Kemmel,
Amiens,
Bapaume,
iqir" "Hindenburs Line" " Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," " Courtrai,
Selle,
Sambre,
France and
Flanders 191418" "Italy 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," " Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumanl, ' Egypt,
1 9 1 5  1 6 " " Gaza,"' " El Mu'ghar," " Jerusalem," " Jericho," " Tell 'Asur," " Palestine. 1 9 1 7  1 8 , " " Defence of
Kut el Amara,
"Sharqat," "Mesopotamia, 1915 : 18."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone
Record Office—Warwick.
Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The Carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces:
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions:
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
Malaya.
4/5th Bn. (T.A.)
Tonbridge.
ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major R. E. Moss.

" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with a
Unit of the Regiment should address their MSS. to the SubEditor of the Battalion with which they are serving: otherwise
direct to the Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone. The Editor cannot undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite request
is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any chanfe of address.
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ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B„ M.C.
Talbot. D. E. B„ D.S.O., M.C.
Martyn, A., O.B.E.

Appointments
R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
(T/Col.), A.A.G., War Office.
A.Q.M.G., G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS

Names
Thrift. K. G., O.B.E.

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M. IS.I.B.) U.K.

MAJORS
BoothTucker, J. M. D.
Heygate, E. S.# M.C.
Andrews, D. H.. M.C.
Jackson, L. F. W.
Elliott, G. G.. D.S.O.
Brooke, H. J. S., O.B.E.
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O.,
Fawcett, G. P.
Spurr, E. C
Stoneham, B. J. S.
Keenlyside, C. H.
Moss, R. E.
Fyler, A. R.
Buckle, P. C. M.
Flint, A. J. M.. M.B.E.
Crook, P. E.. O.B.E.
Read, M. R„ M.C.
Butler, R.. M.B.E., M.C.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L., M.C.
Jackson, D. W.
Thomas R. C W„ O.B.
Bailey, J. D. B.
Archer, M. G. M.. M.C.
Rickcord, M. B.
Turner, P. R. H. :.
Dowse, R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H.
Faulkner, D. O.
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring H. B. H.
Eason, J. A.. T.D.
Brock, J. H„ T.D.
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.

,C.

(T/Lt.Col.), Comd. 321 E.A. Lab. Gp.
H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
T/Lt.Col., O.C. 3rd Nigeria Regt.
(T/Lt.Col.) Comd. 4/5 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) Comd. 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.A.G., War Office.
(T/Lt.Col.), Comd. N.R.T.C., Zaria.
M.S. Branch, G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Permanent President, C.M., H.C.D.
2 i/c 2 (N.Y.) Bn., K.A.R.
O.C., Depot.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G., H.Q.,
Land Forces, Hong Kong.
2 i/c 1/R.W.K.
H.Q., Allied Land Forces,
Central Europe.
M.A. to CinC F.A.R.E.L.F.
Depot Holdee.
Bde. Adj., H.C. Bde.
G.S. (W.) I, War Office.
G 2, Joint Intel. Staff, W.O.
(T/Lt.Col.I, H.Q., B.T.E.
G.S.O. II (Ops.), Commonwealth Div.
Melbourne, Australia.
G.S.O. 2, M.E.L.F., 17.
M.E. Centre, for Arab Studies.
Inst., R.M.A., Sandhurst.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
G.S.O. 2 (Air) H.Q., Malaya.
1/R.W.K.
51 ind. Inf. Bde.
1/R.W.K.
G.I 11, Northern Command.
Mons Officer Cadet School.
H.Q., 27th Inf. Bde.
1/R.W.K.
CAPTAINS

Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth. G. U., M.B.E
Dover, V.. M.C. ..
Clarke, H. W.
Willis, C. F., T.D.
Roper, I. H., M.C.
Monckton, D., M.C., T.
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman, E. G., M.C.,
Hunting, K. M.
Burke, R. A.. M.C.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmillan, H. A.
Blum, D. E.
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.
Abplanalp, V. C.
Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn. S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.

(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
G 2, British Forces, Hong Konq.
(T/Major), 1/R.W.K.
7(K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
Staff College, Camberley.
T/Maj., 1/R.W.K.
3rd Para. Bn., M.E.L.F., 28.
1/R.W.K.
Depot, R.W.K.
G.S.O. II (Inf.) H.Q., B.A.O.R.
G.S.O. Ill Soumaldist.
O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
Adjt., 1/R.W.K.
Boys' Bn., Tuxford Camp.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
1/R.W.K.
Adjt., 4/5 R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
1/R.W.K.
Depot Holdee.
Staff Capt., Kuala Lumpur Gsn.
Awaiting appointment.
LIEUTENANTS

Clarke, C. S.
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K. ..
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R.
Scouller, J. A.
Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P.
Stock, P. R.
Leigh, P. S.
Howlett, G. H. W., M.C.
Woolstencroft, D. H.

2nd Bn. Para. Regt.
(T/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
S.C., Soumaldist.
(T/Capt.), 1/R.W.K.
(T/Capt.), Depot R.W.K.
T/Capt.. 1/R.W.K.
Adjt., Depot.
Malayan Basic T.C.
Depot.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Depot Esfab.
1/R.W.K.
2nd LIEUTENANTS

Craven, C. E.
Neve, R. W.

Malay
ay Ba
Basic T.C.
1/R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTERS

Pond, B. A., M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E.. M.M.
Blake, A. G.. M.B.E.
Stephens, S. V.

(Maj.) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
(Capt.l 4/R.W.K.
(Lt.) En route to U.K.

CAPTAINS
Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S.
Russell, H. C.. M.C.. D.C M.
Marsh, H. W.

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Regt.
P. & E.E. Pendine.
7th Bn., K.A.R.
Adjt. Joint Services Sch. of
Linguists, Bodmin
H.Q., S.P.S.

De Havilland, V . . .
Douris, I. A.
Bell, T. D
Desmond, M. F. ..
Mugford, N. D.
Fitzpatrick, J. N. . .
BrooksHarrington, E. W
Mannering, L. A.
Huckle, G. S.
Gibbons, A.
Mott, D. H., M.M.
Jones, F. J.
Duffield, G.
Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, A. P.
McDowell, P. B.
Ellwood, K. S.
Allberry, R. F.
Beaumont, S. H.
Dinsdale, J. W.

P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
On Sick List.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
D.A.A.G., Northumbrian Dist.
Ass. Camp Comdt., B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
20, Families Camp, Dover.
T.A.F., B.A.O.R.
H.Q. Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
14 Bn. R.A.O.C.
(T./Maj.) A.S.P.T.
T/Capt., A.P.I.U. (U.K.).
LIEUTENANTS

Davis, B. A.
Allen, W. D.
Marshall, E. J.
Whitewood, V.
Crump, E. D.
Gray, M. H.
Wood, W. R.
Elwell, H. C.
HatJ, P. R
Thatcher. F. W
Saffery, C. F. D

..

..

;;

Depot Holdee.
T/Capt., 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
5/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
(T/Capt.) B.M.M., Greece.
(2/Lt.) att. East Surrey Regt.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1 R.W.K.
6th"(Tffj'Bn. K.A.R.
Depot Holdee.

QUARTERMASTERS
Cook, E. S.
Hunt, W. G.

I (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
4th Bn. Malay Regt.

4/5th

BATTALION

Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash, W., M.B.E., T.D.
Jackson, L. F. W .

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
..
..
Comd., 4/5 R.W.K.
MAJORS

Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Coombes, A. H., T.D.
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Coath, T. C.
Blum, D. E., Adjt.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.
Large, J. L.

Cocksedge, R. E. C.
Bobby, J.
Ford, A. H.
Wood, D. W. J.
CAPTAINS
, Marchant, P. N.
CalverJones, J.
Pennells, H. D. A.
LIEUTENANTS

Hall, P. R.
Newman, B. J.
Lovell, F. W.
McCormack, J. D.
Nash, W. M. K.

Waters, B. C. H.
Duggan, H. R.
Ogilvie, J. B.
Clemence, M. J.
Reoch, D. C. D.

QUARTERMASTER
Blake, A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.

National Service Officers
Maclay, J. N. (Lt.).
Hatwell, A. B. a/Lt.
Taggart, M. (a/Lt.)
Robson, T. R. J. (a/Lt.).
BracewellMilnes, J. B. (Lt.)
Ferguson, H. A. L. (2/Lt.).
Snell, H. B. (a/Lt.)
Hawkins, H. C. A. (Lt.).

Evans, C. M. (a/Lt.)
White, D. R. (a/Lt.).
Thwaites, N. C. (a/Lt.)
Coleman, J. S. (a/Lt.)
Fry, R. A. (a/Lt.)
Curry, A. J. (a/Lt.).
Terry, G. B. (2/Lt.).
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Social and Personal

£6itorial

A

N oak side chapel was unveiled by the Colonel of the
Regiment, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.,
at an impressive memorial service in the chapel at Farning
ham Homes for Boys on Saturday, 1st November, 1952,
in memory of more than 50 Farningham Old Boys who fell
in two world wars.

ana a prosperous Qr
f ear..„ JL

*

*

W

E welcome home our ColonelinChief, Her Royal
Highness The Duchess of Kent, after her arduous
and most successful tour of the Far East.
*

*

*

*

The Colonel of the Regiment, MajorGeneral W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., has been appointed principal Staff
Officer to General Sir Gerald W. R. Templer, K.C.B.,
K.B.E., C.M.G., D.S.O.. High Commissioner, Malaya.
In addition to wishing him a happy New Year we wish
him every success in his new appointment.
*

*

t

*

It is with deep regret that we publish elsewhere in this
issue the death of No. 22466887, Pte. D. Latter, on service
with the 1st Bn. in Malaya.
We offer our sincerest sympathy to his relatives and
friends.
It is with very deep and sincere regret that we heard
that Maj. A. S. Peareth, late The Buffs, had died as a result
of a motor accident.
We had a close liaison with him in his capacity as
Editor of " The Dragon,'' and Secretary cf The Buffs' Old
Comrades' Association.
*

If!

*

*

Gramophone Records—Regimental Marches
A 12inch doublesided record of the Regimental
Marches, played by a full military band, will be available
shortly.
One side will consist of " Rule Britannia
the Regi
mental Slow March, "The Men of Kent": the Regimental
Quick March, "The Hundred Pipers"; "God Save the
Queen."
The other side, a fulllength record of the Regimental
Quick March. This lasts about four minutes.
This recording will, it is hoped, be useful to the Past
and Present Association for their meetings and also, perhaps,
to A.C.F. and other units for drill purposes.
The records will be comparatively cheap, i.e.. no more
than five shillings each.
In order to give the Editor some idea of the numbers
required, would those interested please let him know how
many, if any, they would like.
*

#

*

*

Regimental Diaries
There are still a few copies of the Regimental Diary
available : Leather bound at 4/10, and Plexcide at 3/11.
Regimental Car Badges
Some Car Badges remain in stock, price 30/6, post
free. Apply to Editor, " The Queen's Own Gazette," The
Barracks, Maidstone.

*

*

*

We congratulate Mr. J. T. Saunders on being awarded
the Meritorious Service Medal. Up to a year ago he was
Honorary Treasurer of the Catford Branch of the Past and
Present Association, but was compelled to relinquish
his post owing to severe illness which, we are happy to say,
is now a thing of the past.
*

*

*

We understand that Mr. Howlett is now in the U.K.
and will soon be taking up an appointment at the Regi
mental Depot.
*
*
*
*
We congratulate Mr. Stephens on being appointed Lt.
and Q.M. He is now on his way home from Malaya.
*

*

*

*

Lt.Col. K. Thrift has informed us that his address has
been changed to 14b, Richmond Bridge Mansions, East
Twickenham, Middlesex.
*

*

*

*

Capt. Mcnckton is now serving with the 3rd Bn., The
Parachute Regiment. He is in command of A Company
and finds it a pleasant change after being Adjutant of a
T.A. unit for nearly three years.
Capt. Cris Clarke is 2nd i/c. of a company of the same
Battalion.
Sgt. Hillman and Cpl. Jones are both leading members
of the band and dance band, and Cpl. Gillham is permanent
Orderly Sergeant in Capt. Monckton's company.
He states he has met Lt.Col. Brounlic, Lt.Col.
Jackson (D.W.) and Maj. Mike Archer, who are located in
the same area.
He concludes by sending kindest regards, to all at the
Depot.
*

*

*

*

We are happy to report that all the invalids reported in
the November issue are making good progress.
*

*

*

*

We offer our heartiest congratulations to L/Cpl. J.
Parrish and Dmr. J. Butcher, 1st Bn., on being Mentioned
in Despatches; also Pte. A. Wheeler, who has been awarded
The CommanderinChiefs Certificate.
*

*

*

*

Our Visitors
Capt. J. N. Fitzpatrick, Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie, Lt.Col.
A. Howe, Lt.Col. R. M. Lees.
4

A PROPHECY FULFILLED
On Sevastopol Day, 1933, No. 6342505, Pte. Hills,
joined " The Queen's Own " at the Depot. On the same
day, R.S.M. Stroud retired from the Army. He presented
his Cap Badge to Pte. Hills, telling him that if he ever
reached the rank of R.S.M., he should send him the badge
by post.
i
On 11th November, 1952, the former Pte. Hills reached
the rank of W.O.I, as R.S.M. to the 1st Bn. The badge,
still in his possession, will soon be on its way home.
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HONOURS AND AWARDS
The Queen has been graciously pleased to approve that
the following be Mentioned in recognition of gallant and
distinguished services in Malaya: —
No. 22390014, L/Cpl. J. Parrish, 1st Bn., The Queen's Own
R.W.K. Regt.
No. 22285046, Dmr. J. Butcher, 1st Bn., The Queen's Own
R.W.K. Regt.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Garage Flat,
Homewood County Secondary School,
Tenterden, Kent.

Dear Sir,
1 am sending a negative of my four sons taken last
month in Malaya. The names are, reading from left to
right : Sgt. T. Healey (Band), Boy A. Healey (Band), L/Cpl.
G. Healey (Band), Cpl. R. Healey (D Coy.).

AWARDED COMMANDERINCHIEF'S CERTIFICATE

No. 22371667, Pte. A. Wheeler.



PROMOTIONS

AND

APPOINTMENTS

Extracts from London Gazette
REGULAR ARMY

2733045, W.O. CI. I, Stanley Vivian Stephens (425400) to
be Lt. (Qr.Mr.) 23rd October, 1952, with an antedate
for seniority purposes only to 23rd May, 1952.
EMERGENCY COMMISSION

Lt. (War Subs Capt.) L. A. Carey (160571) relinquishes his
commn. 26th November, 1952, and is granted the hon.
rank of Maj.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

The undermentioned cadets to be 2/Lts., 4th Oct., 1952: —
22641670, Alastair Barr Dunlop (425203).
22641701, Nigen Nawton Graham Maw (425213).
4

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
BIRTHS
BES.—To wife of No. 22588646 Pte. E. Bes, a son (Robert
John), born at Tonbridge, 23rd September, 1952.
WILSON.—On November 11th, 1952, at the British Military
Hospital, Kuala Lumpur, to Patricia (nee Martin),
wife of Capt. John Wilson, The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regt.—a son.
DEATH
LATTER.—No. 22466887 Pte. D. Latter, of The Hectorage
Farmhouse, Tonbridge, Kent, killed while on opera
tions in aid of the civil power on 6th November, 1952,
in Malaya, whilst serving with the 1st Bn.
IN

MEMORIAM

HOWLETT.—In proud and perfect memory of " Swifty,"
Brigadier Bernard Howlett, D.S.O., The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regt., who fell in action on the
Sangro, 29th November, 1943.
Quo fas et gloria clucunt.

I would very much like this to be printed in the
Gazette as I think it's a record for at least the past 40
years, four brothers serving in the 1st Bn. I may point
out that I have been awarded and received the Meritorious
Service Medal.
L/Cpl. G. Healey, who has just reported at the Depot
from Malaya, brought this negative home.
Yours sincerely,
W. H. Healey,
Late Drum Major, 1st Bn.
Dear Sir,
I have received a letter from the Hon. Secretary, Siege
of KutEIAmara Garrison, putting forward a scheme to
raise funds to place a stone tablet on the wall of the Crypt
of St. Paul's Cathedral, with the following inscription:
KUTELAMARA
5th December, 1915, to 29th April, 1916
To the Memory of 5,746 of the Garrison who Died
in the Siege or afterwards in captivity.
Erected by their surviving comrades.
Perhaps we may find some of our members who have
lost touch during the years, and may I appeal to the
Branches to put us in touch, if they know of any comrade,
who has not attended the Kut Dinner for a few years. 
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Also news has been received of William George
Higgins, 52, Bethell Avenue, Parkdale, S.ll, Victoria,
Australia. I believe he was in G Coy., 2nd Bn., at Kut,
who says, " will you kindly remember me to all old com
rades at the next annual dinner, and I would love to hear
from any member of the Regt." Perhaps some personal
chum can send a buster to him.
Yours faithfully,
A. G. Kingsmith.
Editor.—The Adjutant of the 1st Bn. in Malaya received
the following letter from the A.D.C. to the G.O.C.
From Capt. G. A. G. Smith, Coldstream Guards,
A.D.C. to G.O.C.
17th October, 1952.
I think you may like to know about the following
incident whereby your guard here demonstrated the good
order and military discipline of the Queen's Own.
At about 1815 hours this evening the G.O.C's.
Alsatian and monkey were playing " hideandseek " on the
lawn. There was a brisk chase across the front of the
house, when the monkey saw an obvious and safe refuge
standing motionless in front of the sentry box. He dashed
over, shinned up the Sentry and sat on his shoulder look
scornfully clown at the Alsatian with an expression on his
face which seemed to say " you can't catch me." The
Sentry never flinched or moved a muscle until the G.O.C.
went up to retrieve his pet from his shoulder, when he
quite rightly came up to attention in a smart and soldier
like manner—much to the surprise of the monkey !
Editor.—The following letter was received by Maj. R.
Butler from Sgt. Tyler, H., who is serving with a
British Unit in Korea.
Dear Sir,
Monday, 8th September, 1952.
If you recall, sometime back in March you asked me
to write to you about the situation out here. So far I have
experienced only two weeks of frontline life and you will
appreciate that with so little time I am not entitled to a very
profound knowledge of what it is all about.
Perhaps you would like me to start from the beginning.
I went with the Bn. to the Stamford P.T.A., where, rather
surprisingly, we were able to practice under conditions
which were not too far removed from those here (the hills,
of course, were a great deal smaller).
I think that at that stage it was more of a guess, but
as we found later the guess was almost correct.
The scheme was two opposing parties on high ground
separated by a valley, and that is precisely the situation here.
We docked at Pusan on August 4th and the first striking
thing was the American influence. At the dockside there
was the headquarters of an American unit, broadly
placarded, " The safest unit for security during the month
of July."
The following day the Bn. disembarked to board an
American train some thirty carriages long, which was to
take us to the Advanced Railhead.
Rushing through the countryside it soon became
apparent that Korea is a rather backward country. The
people live in small villages in small thatched mud huts,
which rather resemble rabbit hutches. So far, 1 have not
seen one single building of bricks. 1 am told that only in
the very large towns are such buildings seen.

The journey north took 19 hours and eventually we
were dumped, at three o'clock in the morning, by the side
of the rails in the middle of a valley. With daylight came
a convoy of trucks which took us almost ten miles, over
some very rough roads, to Britannia Camp—a transit camp
—where we stayed four clays. Whilst there, we came for
the first time into contact with American fresh rations. The
food was terrific and the menu for the main meal consisted
of either turkey, chicken or ham, with all'the green peas,
etc. There was certainly no need for an orderly officer.
From the camp we moved further forward, to
Gloucester Valley, where we had three weeks of final
preparations before relieving a British Bn. a fortnight ago.
During those three weeks we spent no little time digging
prepared positions. Apparently, even when we go into
reserve, we spend a great deal more time digging additions
to those positions.
The weather has great hold over movement, for in the
rainy times the roads become a sea of mud and traffic is
restricted to essentials. In fact, our takeover was deferred
for 24 hours and at one time it was feared that it would
be delayed even further. However, on the evening of
August 26th, at eight, we climbed aboard some Canadian
R.A.S.C. (American) trucks, which brought us to within a
halfmile of the front. The amazing thing is that due to our
air superiority, the trucks keep their headlights fully on
right up to within a mile or so of the line.
The trucks pulled in behind a hill and out we got and
off we went up a road, which is in full view of the enemy,
to our positions high on a hill.
That night there was a 100 per cent standto and with
the dawn we were able to see what it is all about.
The chaps call this the " sharp end," but actually we
are on a recognised quiet sector. Between ourselves and
the Chinese we have the Samichon River and valley, which
is about a thousand yards across. The river curves here
and we have the peculiar position of seeing friendly troops
on the other side. So actually half of our front is friendly.
For our blooding we have a considered " cushy"
position for it is a 1,000 yards or more to the " Chinks."
Each company has tank support. The tanks have proved
themselves very useful and all day and night they are able
to harass the Chinese without stopping. The liaison between
infantry O.P. and the tanks is so good that whenever the
Chinese show themselves they can expect a shell for their
trouble. Consequently it is quite possible to spend a whole
day without seeing a sign of life on the other side. Perhaps
that can be accounted for by the depths of their trenches
which are reckoned to be extremely deep. In fact, the
Australians reckon to wear cross straps when on a raiding
party, with a view to being helped out should they enter
Chineses trenches.
To return to the tanks. One argument against their use
is that they do definitely tend to draw fire and so far we havr
three times been the unwilling recipients of shells meani
for them. Mostly, however, the shells are outgoing and it
gives a great deal of confidence to know that the tanks
are with you.
To come on to our own positions. The trenches
average six feet deep and are at that depth reckoned to be
quite safe. The living accommodation is within the net
work of trenches and consists of bunkers which house three
or four men. These can be made very comfortable, and
in most cases have beds made with wiring pickets and
signals' wire.
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The engineers state that four feet of head cover is
necessary for protection against shells, but we have found
that with that much soil, bunkers tend to cave in. The
preference, therefore, is to risk a direct hit with a shell
rather than live in perpetual fear of a cavein. Only the
other day a bunker was hit and, surprisingly, in spite of a
hole in the roof it withstood the shock well. The two men
who were in it at the time will vouch for that because they
escaped unharmed.
About 20 feet in front of the trenches we have the first
barbed wire fence, and at intervals down the hill there are
others with minefields interspersed. Should the Chinese
attack, they will have to overcome a lot of wire fences and
minefields. That, at least, should delay them a while.
Here then, we have two armies facing each other from
the tops of hills with a massive valley between them. Each
seems content to sit still and send out patrols to try and
dominate noman's land, but they cannot reach a decision
on that and almost every night there are bitter patrol
encounters.
The Chinese are extremely good when it comes to
patroling, but they have no liking for the manhandling
they get from the Aussies, who are a terrific rough, tough,
hardliving crowd. Not that the Australians get it all
their own way but they do certainly seem to produce the
best results. So far, only one of our patrols has connected
and after only a fiveminute fire duel, both parties retired.
The routine is quite simple : Work by night, sleep by
day. At dusk there is a 100 per cent standto, followed by
50 per cent throughout the night; then at dawn work on
defensive positions for two hours, after that routine inspec
tions and sleep.
Hygiene is a great worry. Water has to be manhandled
up the hill and can only be brought up in darkness, so it is
rather in short supply. With a view to keeping clean each
platoon sends three men per day back to " A " Echelon,
where they clean up, see a film show and return refreshed.
That means a bath once in ten days, which is not
unreasonable.
One great moralebooster I have already mentioned is
our air superiority and it really is good to see our planes
fly over every evening at teatime to paste the " Chinks."
The chaps enjoy it and they all have a cheer.
Well, Sir, I have tried to give you just a little about
the conditions, but it is most difficult to put into words,
and you will appreciate that it is something to be seen to
get a really good idea. If there is any particular aspect of
the war you would wish to know of, if you let me know I
shall do my best to give you the accurate details of it.
On to the brighter side of life. I am sorry to say there
is no scope for Rugby and even if there were, I am not
" playing " fit. We all smoke a terrific amount, for we get
a free issue of 50 cigarettes per week, and each day, in the
American " C" Ration, we have another 20. That is a
hundred and ninety free cigarettes, and I find I cannot
smoke them all and consequently I now have a reserve of
almost three hundred.
Eades is in this Company but I do not see a great deal
of him, for we live very much within our own Platoons.
He still likes his beer and, I daresay, finds it very hard to
exist on the ration of one bottle of Japanese beer a day.
We have both received recent promotion, and as he is a
LanceCorporal of two days', I am a Sergeant of some two
weeks' standing. At the moment, I am understudying a
Platoon Sergeant with a view to taking over when he leaves
for demob, in the near future.

At this time I suppose you are testing your Rugby team
with a view to winning the Army Cup. May I wish you
the best of luck with this year's team and say how sorry
I was we could not quite pull it off last year.
If there are any of our " old brigade," please give them
my best wishes.
I regret that at this stage 1 must finish off. I shall
endeavour to find time later to write you once more, till
then, Sir, I remain—
Your obedient servant,
H. E. Tyler
(" The Bosun ").
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URING the past month we have received many valuable
and interesting relics, and when our extension to the
Museum is completed in the New Year, we will be able to
show our latest gifts to the best advantage.
Colonel Waring has kindly presented to us for safe
keeping some exhibits of historical interest to the Regiment,
including a fire screen, made from a piece of wallpaper from
Gorre Chateau, near Bethune—transport lines and rest
billets of the 1st Bn.—a miner's lamp found in a German
dugout when the Bn. took part in the capture of Vimv
Ridge in 1917.
Major StanleyClarke has provided us with documents,
photographs and map relative to the 4th Bn.'s part in
Burma during the last war.
We have been extremely fortunate in acquiring the
decorations and medals of the late MajorGeneral Andrew
Campbell Knox Lock, who served in the Regiment for 29
years, joining from the Ceylon Regiment as Lieut, in 1849
and succeeded to the command of the 50th Regiment in
1865.
An accountof the distinguished service of this officer
appeared in " The Queen's Own Gazette " of May, 1879, on
the occasion of his departure from the Regiment.
The
speech of the evening was delivered by Major Fyler, relative*
of the officer, now serving in Hong Kong.
MajorGeneral Lock was instrumental in the publica
tion of " The Queen's Own Gazette ": he had long favoured
the idea of placing in magazine form a record of Regimental
affairs.
He met with many difficulties at first, but suc
ceeded in overcoming them and produced the first numbers
of the Regimental Journal. On this account alone, his name
will live forever in the records of the Regiment.
We extend our thanks to Maj.Gen. Sir Robert Lock for
his kindness in letting us have these interesting mementoes
of an old and distinguished officer of the Regiment.
His decorations and medals, which we now hold in safe
keeping, are :—
The Legion of Honour (France).
The Order of Medjidie (Turkey).
Crimean Medal with three clasps.
The New Zealand Medal.
Readers are reminded that we can supply copies of
" The Q.O.G." to their relatives for the modest sum of
Five Shillings, post free.
Ask your Company Commander to make the neces
sary arrangements.
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THE COLONELINCHIEF IN HONG KONG
T was with considerable excitement that the four officers
and 30 O.R. of the Regiment stationed in Hong Kong,
learnt during the summer that their ColonelinChief, H.R.H.
The Duchess of Kent, would be visiting the Colony at the
conclusion of her official tour in the Far East in October.
Arrangements were made to include in her programme a
special presentation of all ranks of The Queen's Own. "I his
took place on October 30th at the Kowloon N.A.A.F.I. Club,
when the following had the honour of being presented to
Her Royal Highness: —
Lt.Col. and Mrs. A. R. Fyler, Maj. and Mrs. P. N.
Elgood, Maj. and Mrs. G. U. Weymouth, Capt. and Mrs.
E. C. S. Osborne, Cpl. C. Card, L/Cpl. A. Milligan, Pte.
R. Lawrence, Pte. B. Sampson, Pte. D. Revell, Pte. J. Miles,
Pte. J. Knight, Pte. B. Cobbold, Pte. G. Seal, Pte. R. Jenner,
Pte. R. Laing, Pte. D. Small, Pte. R. Welsh, Pte. A. Youd,
Pte. S. Gerken, Pte. D. Spice, Pte. A. Williams, Pte. J.
Durrant, Pte. S. Yates, Pte. C. Winter, Pte. S. Roberts, Pie.
W. Ovenden, Pte. D. Hillien, Pte. R. Leonard, Pte. J. Neil,
Pte. S. Prosser, Pte. C. Smith, Pte. F. Thorndycroft, Pte.
D. Wicks, Pte. K. Wright.
Several of those present had served in Korea with the
1st Bn. The Middlesex Regiment and the Duchess talked to
them about it.
After the presentation Her Royal Highness inspected
the N.A.A.F.I., and had tea with Service families.
The
Queen's Own officers and their wives had the honour of
sitting at her table.
During her visit to Hong Kong, the Regimental March

was much in evidence over Radio Hong Kong and all papers
carried an article on the history of The Queen's Own.
All officers, and their wives, of the Regiment in Hong
Kong attended both the reception and the ball given by H.E.
The Governor of Hong Kong, in honour of Her Royal
Highness, and in addition Lt.Col. and Mrs. A. R. Fyler
attended the reception and luncheon given to her at Flagstaff
House by H.E. The Commander British Forces, Hong Kong.
Maj. P. C. M. Buckle, 2 i/c of the 1st Bn., accompanied
the ColonelinChief throughout her tour in the Colony as
an Honorary A.D.C. His friends were very glad to have
this opportunity of seeing him again.
Lt.Col. and Mrs. A. R. Fyler, accompanied H.E. Lt.
Gen. Airey and Lady Airey to Kai Tak to see Her Royal
Highness off at the conclusion of her visit.
On leaving the Colony, the following message was sent
to our ColonelinChief:
" On the departure of Your Royal Highness from
Hong Kong, all ranks of The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment in the Colony would like jou to know
how greatly your visit here has been appreciated.
" We have been very proud to have our Colonelin
Chief with us and to have had the honour of being
presented to you. It has been a memorable occasion for
us all.
" We request the privilege of wishing your Royal
Highness a safe journey home."
The following message was received in reply from Her
Royal Highness's Private Secretary:
" The ColonelinChief has asked me to write to you
and thank you for the kind message which I handed to
Her Royal Highness on your behalf as soon as her air
craft had taken off from Hong Kong last Monday. I'he
Duchess of Kent was most touched by this message and
Her Royal Highness asked me to say how delighted she
was that her visit to Hong Kong enabled her to see some
thing of you and other members of her Regiment.
" For Her Royal Highness it has been a very great
pleasure indeed to visit her Regiment in South East Asia
and she would like to take this opportunity of sending to
you, all officers and other ranks in Hong Kong, her very
good wishes for the future."

MALAYAN SOLDIER WHO FOUGHT
ALONGSIDE R.W.Ks.

The ColonelinChief saying goodbye to Lt.Col. and Mrs.
Fyler a t Kai Tak Airport.

Among recent visitors to the R.A. Barracks, at Wool
wich, have been some members of the Malayan Regt.,
bearing a green flash with the word " Malaya " on the
shoulder.
Manager Ivor Morgan, with some difficulty, persuaded
one of their number, Sgt. Abdullah Bin Mohd, who comes
from Ipoh Perak, to go on the stage of Welling Granada,
one evening. Sgt. Bin Mohd had a great reception from a
packed house when he told them that he had been fight
ing terrorists in the Malayan jungle for three years, part of
the time alongside the Royal West Kent Regt. He described
them as " very good fighters in jungle."
Sgt. Bin Mohd also had a good word for the film, " The
Planter's Wife," which he said described conditions in
Malaya very well.
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Her Royal Highness shaking hands with Mrs. Weymouth a t the Presentation a t Kowloon N.A.A.F.I. Club.
(I. to r.) Maj. Bucklq,
Lt.Col. Fyler, Mrs. Fyler, Her Royal Highness, Capt. Elgood, Maj. Weymouth, Mrs. Weymouth, Capt. Osborne, Mrs. Osborne, Cpl. Card.

Her Royal Highness, accompanied by Lt.Col. Fyler and Maj. Buckle, with

member? of

her Regiment a t the Kowloon

N.A.A.F.I. Club,
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PORK FOR THE ASKING—FOR ROYAL WEST KENTS IN MALAYA
By Capt. D. H. de T. READE

O

BTAINING pork will provide little difficulty—and no
expense—for the 1st Bn. Queen's Own Royal West
Kents' second Christmas dinner in Malaya!
" We are arranging for local men and their dogs to
drive down from the mountains some jungle boars to our
private landing strip in Kuala Bahru, and there we will kill
the ones we want," says Capt. W. D. Allen.
" And believe me," he added, " wild boar meal is a
really tasty dish."
" The Bn. will continue to be on active service through
out the holidays," says the secondincommand, Maj. D. O.
Faulkner, " but every man has been promised his Christmas
dinner. Of course, not all will be able to eat it on December
25th. We are staggering the Christmas dinner, as a large
proportion of the men will have to be in the jungle on that
day."
The menu is:—Tomato soup, turkey, bread sauce and
stuffing, potatoes, greens, and sauce, followed by Christmas
pudding and brandy sauce and tinned fruit. And for every
man there will be a large bottle of beer.

Army P.li. Photo.
On active service in Malaya there is no time for men
to watch the traditional stirring of Christmas
puddings. But this handful with The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment stirring carried on, while
their colleagues were out on patrol.
"I can cope with this menu," says Sgt. John Westlake
(from Shrewsbury, Shropshire), of the Army Catering Corps.
" There is no lack of volunteers to prepare a Christmas
dinner, as I found out last December with the Bn. in
Malaya.
" I am very proud of the puddings we made. At the
last moment the C.O. could not come and stir them, as he
had to go out on operations."

Some holly, with red berries, is being airmailed to the
Bn., but that will be the only floral decoration. As one of
the subalterns put it: " We live with greenery all the year
round—it will be a treat to have bare walls."
Maj. T. V. Dover, O.C. " B " Coy., maintains the most
acceptable Christmas present for his Coy. would be twenty
terrorists! ! ! During the year the men have worked like
beavers, and the reward of reducing the Communist terrorists
would be ideal.
At Kuala Kubu Bahru, the Bn.'s little church, made
in a basha (palm leaf hut) and with two polished 25pounder
shell cases as flower vases, will be ready for Christmas. The
building will be available for all denominations.
4

CONTEMPORARIES
The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, the receipt of
the following Regimental Journals :—
The Dragon;
The Tank;
The Sapper;
The Snapper;
St. George's Gazette;
The R.A.O.C. Journal;
The Sprig of Shillelagh;
The R.A.S.C. Journal;
The Royal Engineers' Journal;
Ca Ira.
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: News

from Battalions :

i st BATTALION

W

E regret to have to
report the death on
operations of 22464887,
Pte. Latter, D. He was
killed on operations with
11 PJ. of D Coy. during an
attack on a bandit camp.
As a child he suffered
from infantile paralysis
but he overcame the after
effects of the disease and
recovered completely. He
went to boarding school at
Bern bridge, Isle of Wight,
and was a keen yachtsman.
His home was in Ton
bridge and before being
called up he played for
them at soccer as an
amateur.
He joined the Bn. on
27th October, 1951, and
after his draft training was
posted to D Coy. Apart
from a short spell as D Coy. Clerk, he was operational the
whole time.
To his parents and to his many friends, both in the
Bn. and at home, we extend our deepest sympathy.
At the beginning of November, B Coy. moved out to
Rawang to relieve D Coy., who have now come in to K.K.B.
Next month, A Coy. are going to relieve C Coy. at Wardie
burn, just outside Kuala Lumpur. This had previously
been considered a safe place, considering that it is within
the town board limits of Kuala Lumpur, but we have had
to revise our opinion since Maj. Waring was shot in the
leg by a policeman in the Central Police Station, who
apparently went " berserk." We wish him a speedy recovery
and a pleasant convalescence.
Among other changes, R.S.M. Stephens is now Lt.
(Q.M.) Stephens. O.R.Q.M.S. Catt has handed over to
O.R.Q.M.S. Hoggart and will also be a Lt. (Q.M.) in the
near future. We wish them both many years' service in
pleasant stations. Congratulations to R.S.M. Hills on his
promotion. He is now installed as our new R.S.M.
The Signal Platoon have been very busy relaying the
telephone lines in the camp. When the Adjt. asked Capt.
Dodson, the Signal Officer, why his telephone was not work
ing, he said he was sorry but there was a " bear " on the
line. This has since been rectified. Sp. Coy., in the intervals
of firing the odd round from their mortars into the unsus
pecting jungle, have constructed a concrete badminton court
for the Other Ranks. It is hoped in the near future to haul

Sp. Coy. down from the trees for a sufficient time for them
to build a second court. Later, the courts will be floodlit
and we will be organizing InterCoy. and InterRank
Badminton Competitions.
We welcome three Officers this month—Capt. H. A.
Macmillan from the Depot, 2/Lt. R. W. Neve and Capt.
W. V. Wilton, M.C., R.A.P.C., who has been attached to
us to try out an experimental Central Pay Office. Capt.
Abplanalp and Sgt. Gough ran one most successfully for a
time. In fact, until the former was sent to be 2nd i/c. of
C Coy. Certain Officers, foremost among them being the
P.R.I., view Capt. Wilton's arrival with the utmost joy, as
they are hoping that he will also take all the various Regi
mental Funds under his wing as well as the pay of the whole
Battalion, less the Coy. at Wardieburn.
The Band is at present in Singapore, which is a pity,
except financially, as Dinner Nights are not the same without
them. However, operations permitting, we still " dinein "
every Tuesday night, with a Regimental Guest Night once
a month. On several occasions, Officers have changed from
Mess kit to jungle green and departed on patrol in the
very early hours of Wednesday morning.
A chapel is gradually taking shape in what was once
the Officers' Mess servants' basha. This work is being done
by Ptes. King and Holland, who on some nights worked so
late that they have had to be ordered to stop because their
hammering was keeping men awake. The chapel is to
become a Garrison Church, and with the extra funds then
available, we shall be able to make the basha into a really
lovely chapel. On Remembrance Sunday, Padre James
held a drumhead service on the square and afterwards the
C.O. took the salute.
Our Chinese contractor is gradually working his way
through the camp, putting in new uprights and new attap.
Bashas are, unfortunately, very vulnerable as there is a
miserable little worm which eats attap and which is, unfor
tunately, quite unhouse trained. Then there are some very
industrious ants to whom a sixinch jungle pole is a standing
invitation to lunch. Between the worms and the ants, they
make short work of our bashas. The N.A.A.F.I. basha
has now been completely renewed and is going to be painted
cream inside, the attap being spray painted.
This month we feel well remembered by those at home.
Four packing cases full of books and magazines arrived
from the "Comforts for Korea and Malaya Fund." Also
a letter from Miss Christine Knowles, the Chairman, to say
that 100 parcels are on their way for distribution to the men
of the Bn. Rexels Ltd., of London, are sending a number
of parcels for individuals and we have sent home the names
of selected soldiers so that the firm can themselves address
the parcels. Lastly, the Carol Carr Show paid us a visit
and gave an excellent performance in the middle of an
extremely hot afternoon. We are now looking forward
to Brian Reece and his party.
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Lt. G. H. W. Howlett, M.C., has left after 28 months
with the Bn. Latterly he was with Sp. Coy. and training the
new drafts. We wish him the pleasantest of tours at the
Depot, and may the weather keep line for cricket.
Our congratulations to Maj. and Mrs. Dover on the
birth of a son and heir, and to Capt. and Mrs. Wilson on
the birth of their second son.
BATTALION

ORDERLY

ROOM

It is not often that the B.O.R. claims space in "The
Q.O.G.", preferring to remain " silent" like the Senior
Service, but after enduring intense pressure it has capitu
lated. The first thing of note is the disappearance of " Q "
Catt to the fleshpots of Wardieburn Camp, there to instruct
himself in the mysteries of " Q " work for his forthcoming
Quartermaster's Commission with the 4th Buffs. He has
our sincerest congratulations in this new venture.
Incidentally, it is noticed that he is also engaged in editing
that bane of C/Sgts'. lives, Adm. Instr. No. 8, and which it
is popularly believed, even the Q.M.'s staff, the " workers
of the unit," cannot understand. In " Q " Catt's place
we welcome O.R.Q.M.S. Hoggart from the fastness of
Singapore Base District Camp. We hope that his stay will
be a happy one.
As regards the rest of the staff, Pte. Burnett (5101 Gp.)
is keeping his calendar up to date and is to be heard mur
muring feverishly, " 21, 20, 19 days." He appeared the other
day with plaster on his arm marked " U.K." Pte. Miles, on
the other side of the table, also has a chart made out and
meticulously strikes off the days. Our Pt. II Order Clerk,
L/Cpl. High, having done very well on a recent N.C.O.'s
Cadre Course, was disturbed, to say the least, to find him
self detailed as one of the training N.C.O.s of the recent
draft. Talking of drafts, it is remarkable what work is
involved in getting a man home, and a certain member of
the B.O.R. staff was heard to comment sadly : " It is
remarkable how popular one becomes when men are going
home. No difficulty in getting returns or having orders
complied with."
Taking it all round, the B.O.R. contributes strongly to
the unit activities from ops. sport, and, let it be whispered
softly, to church services. Upon which note we will con
clude our epic effort to break into the news.
H.P.
" A "

COMPANY

Since the Carol Carr Show paid us a visit a new song
has spread around the Bn. It's called " Bunging em in and
blowing 'em out." This Coy. in particular has taken it so
much to heart that the C.S.M., on Coy. Order, now keeps
" bunging 'em in " whilst the O.C. keeps " blowing 'em out."
The jungle patrols are also being " bunged in " and come
back and lay on their beds and " blow 'em out." In fact,
life is just a matter of " bungs " and " blows."
"Cry," as sung by Bill Snaipe, has also got a good grip,
and as they were being blown out from Coy. Orders, etc.,
they all started singing " Cry," which upset the O.C. so
much that he said, " Auf Weidersehn," and went away on a
threeday boat trip. On his return, new orders were drafted
to the effect that w.e.f. forthwith he would be addressed as
" Skipper;" Coy. Orders would be at four bells; and that
drill movements would be : Move to the port or starboard
(as the case may be) in column of threes, starboard or port
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turn. This proved too much for us landlubbers and to get
away from it the Coy. moved into the jungle, leaving just
the 2nd i/c. and Colour Bloke in base. We are pleased to
record that on our return, life went back to normal, except
for the occasional muttering of the C.S.M. about " It wasn't
like this in Korea." He just could not understand why we
didn't " dig in." Never mind, SergeantMajor,, you'll soon
pick it up when you have been out here as long as we have.
Our latest baby is the Coy. " Wall Newspaper," which
is to be found any day in the Coy. Quiet Room. Edited
by Lt. Marshall, it has proved most popular with the men.
The response to his plea for articles has not been overwhelm
ing, but having only been to press twice, we feel that future
copies will be bumper ones. We have regular articles, which
we hope will appear every week (ops. permitting), such as
our serial, " The case of the selfheating soup," in which
weekly our hero is left in a tight spot, with no hope, it seems,
of getting out, but the following week the author produces
some fantastic solution and frees the superman, only to drop
him in for more trouble at the end. This week, we feel
sure can offer only one way of escape, and as the author
has " bunged him in," then we feel he must " blow him out."
Besides our serial, we have our resident poet, Willie
Spokeshave, who makes us both laugh and cry with his
soul tearing poems of life in and out of the UIu. Then comes
Aunt Alice, who answers all our love problems, and from
some of the replies received, we don't wonder she is still a
spinster. Another popular series is "The Modern Fairy
Tales " and children's corner. To date we have had " Red
Riding Hood " and " The Three Bears." Our only com
ment is that the author surely had a rugged childhood. The
man to beware of is " The Listener," who writes the gossip
column. Where he gets his copy from, only he knows, but
it's there and with no rough edges knocked off. So beware
of idle chatter.
With the return of Pte. Bishop from his Pay Course,
Capt. Scull reverts to his old job of 2nd i/c. Now time
will lie heavy on his hands, since both the C/Sgt. and Pay
Clerk have broad shoulders.
Pte. Robinson has now resigned from jungle bashing
and joined the ranks of the Q.M. Staff at Wardieburn. Pte.
" Jirnmie " Dance has now left us for the fardistant island
of £ s. d. It seems the climate is unsuitable for him out
here. Poor lad, he must be dreading his arrival in England.
Good luck, Jim, don't forget to send us a postcard, if you
are not working too hard. They tell us it is the only country
with 25 working hours a day.
Now we have procured some sports kit, our storeman,
Pte. Carr, does not recognise G. 1098 or accommodation
stores. In his eyes the only stores on charge are Boots,
Football, with Studs; Balls, Volley and Foot; Socks, Red
and Blue; and Sticks, Hockey. These he dusts six times
daily. We hope the novelty wears off soon, as it is most
uncomfortable walking round on our uppers and exchange
day is well overdue !
Ptes. Lemar and Griffiths have both left us to go to
the M.T. Section. I guess we are in for some rough rides
now. Lt. Smith and his batman, Pte. Stopp, together with
L/Cpls. Lloyd and Williams, have left us to take over the
draft training with Sp. Coy. Listening to their lectures one
wonders why the remainder of the Bn. is here. If they
could all shoot their weapons as well as they shoot a line,
Sp. Coy. would be army champions.
On a recent operation, 3 Platoon took a Lt.Col. out to
show him the ropes in the jungle, confident that he would
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soon be on his chinstrap. Twentyfour hours later he was
seen to be carrying two of the old 'uns into Camp. He
was only a triple D.S.O., M.C., with more war service in
all theatres than the rest of the Platoon put together ! Bad
luck, 3 !
To squash the ugly rumour, we are authorised to say
that Maj. Bishop has not got any shares in the fourth mile
Kerling Estate, despite the time he spends there.
Cpl. Whibley had an unfortunate accident recently,
when a round found its way into his foot. From Kinrara's
hospital the report has been received that the damage is
not too serious and he will soon be back with us again.
We hope so, and wish him luck during his stay among the
nurses.
Our sporting activities have been practically nil since
our last publicity owing to the numerous days spent look
ing for terrorists. On the day of going to press we are to
play Sp. Coy. in the InterCoy. Soccer Knockout Com
petition; we hope to record a win. If this is so, we will
surely mention it in our next issue. If not, please don't
look for it.
" The Kuala Lumpur Cowboys."

General

" B " COMPANY

Since our last notes appeared, operations have pro
ceeded with continued gusto. The Major distinguished him
self by shooting a large wild pig in the Kerling Resettle
ment area (some say it was in the rump area), and the
remainder of the Coy., with Sp. Coy., will testify that its
meat was worthy of its size !
Congratulations from the entire Coy. are extended
to Maj. and Mrs. Dover, who were presented with a son
and heir on the 23rd October. To mark this memorable
occasion, Maj. Dover provided the Coy. with several crates
of beer, which were speedily consumed by the more
hardened members of the Coy. Congratulations also to
No. 6 Platoon, who called upon all their artistic powers and
so, as predicted last month, won the garden competition,
despite a determined effort from the Signal Platoon.
Combined ops. with Sp. Coy. have been in prominence
this month. Mortars right and mortars left and M.M.G.s
over the top—Sp. Coy. certainly know how to " swing it
about a bit." B Coy. will not forget Sgt. Gordon and Pte.
Brown dashing off to find a bandit camp late one night, or
the following conversation :—
Pte. Bunting (Maj. Roper's batman) : " I can eat like
a navvy; I can eat anything. In fact, I am a navvy."
Reply from M.T. driver standing by : " No wonder !
You've got a nose like a ruddy pickaxe to start with."
No reply.
Thank you, Sp. Coy., we look forward to lots more
combined ops.
Towards the end of the month we said goodbye with
much regret to C.S.M. Boorer, who had been with the Coy.
for nearly seven months. We wish him the best of luck
with H.Q. Coy. and as he himself would say : " Not to
worry." In his place we welcome an old friend in C.S.M.
Armstrong ("Twinkle Finger"), who returns to rule over
us after an absence of seven months. We hope his stay
will be a long and happy one.
A few of us had a brief glimpse of Pte. Bostock on his
return from hospital. We hope he has fully recovered from
his illness and wish him, somewhat enviously, a speedy
return to England. Other " boathappy " warriors who left

Pte. R. Matthews and Pte. A. Stevens, two of the
Bn. Dog Handlers.
us recently were L/Cpl. Akehurst and Ptes. Nicol, Newman
and O'Neill, to all of whom we wish the best of luck and
success in their civil occupations.
It was with deep regret that we learned of the death
of Pte. Donald William Latter whilst on operations. To his
relatives and friends we offer our deep sympathy.
At the end of the month, Lt. Stock and his Platoon set
out on what can be best described as "Op. Mountaineering."
For three days his base was perched on a very steep slope.
The results of which were easily recognisable when the
Platoon arrived back walking with a strong list.
At the time of writing we are preparing to leave K.K.B.
for a tour of operations at Rawang, a place well known to
the older members of the Coy. since we have already com
pleted one tour of this area. The move is welcomed
(although we are sorry to move away from the R.S.M.,
Provost Sgt., Bn. H.Q. and all our other friends at K.K.B.)
as it will provide not only facilities for swimming, but also
the occasional trip into K.L. One of the more pleasing
prospects is the excellent opportunities for the fishing
enthusiast in the pool adjoining the cariip. On the social
side we shall meet again some of the excellent friends we
made during our last stay.
In passing we mention that the C.Q.M.S., never far
removed from K.L. under normal circumstances, is highly
delighted with the move. In fact, we envisage the Coy.
Storeman, L/Cpl. Faldo, getting much experience in the role
of A/C.Q.M.S. "in Camp" during the many absences of
the C.Q.M.S. " out of Camp."
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Tadman on his recent
appointment. Yet another i/c. Reliefs to share the burden
of Detachment guards.
4 Platoon
The last month has been spent anticipating the move
to Rawang. Towards the end of our stay at K.K.B., we
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seemed to be continually required for sudden operations,
all of which were unproductive as far as bandits were con
cerned. We have, however, produced a new leading scout
in " Ted " Walters, who seems to imagine that his moustache
makes him another Errol Flynn.
Wakeford has been fortunate enough to break his
glasses, he is now off ops., being unable to see further than
the N.A.A.F.I.
On November 3rd we lost L/Cpl. Akehurst, who is due
out of the Army soon.
In the field of competitions we managed to come
second consistently, being placed second in the basket ball
and also in the 22 shooting competition.
We are now gradually settling into the routine of a Coy.
on detachment, and how good this routine is !
5 Platoon
The " Dicky Birds," alias 5 Platoon, have little to
report on this month, although we think one patrol is worthy
of comment. Joined by our illustrious Coy. Commander,
we plunged into the jungle and had not travelled far before
he exercised a graceful arc, making a very solid onepoint
landing. This was noted by all and in particular by his
batman, Pte. Searles, whose smile faded, however, when he
followed suit shortly afterwards.
The Platoon has reached the top of the InterPlatoon
Sports Competition. Well done, all those concerned ! We
also obtained top score in the InterPlatoon 22 Shooting
Competitions last month.
Cpl. Forster, with gown and mortar board, succeeded
in gaining his 3rd Class Education Certificate, and thus
inspired has recently sat for his 2nd Class. In between
times he occasionally likes to visit the jungle fringes. Con
gratulations go to Pte. Walker on his appointment to L/Cpl.,
not forgetting his proficiency on the harmonica. With regret
we said goodbye to Pte. Newman, who has at long last
jumped a boat home. We wish him the best of luck in the
future.
Some of the older sweats keep bashing on, and formid
able jungle warriors like "Jonah" Jones, " Blackie"
Blackford and the strong silent " Paddy" Belcher are
optimistic of a fat bag of bandits before long. We know
they are right and then, at least, we will have an excuse for
an " Anchors Away " here at Rawang, where we are now
on Detachment.
" The Dicky Birds."
6 Platoon
We have been kept very busy with some large com
bined ops., under the command of Maj. Dover. Sp. Coy.
and the R.A.F. have been busily bombing, mortaring and
machine gunning large areas of jungle, while we have been
bashing—hoping that their aim was correct. The result, as
far as we were concerned, was N.T.R. At the end of one
op., however, Maj. Dover shot a pig, and his wife produced
a son. Great work, the Dovers !
We scored elsewhere, however, when the Garden Com
petition was judged—we were proclaimed the winners. We
can now feel thankful that Sgt. Martin drove everyone so
hard, and that he managed to " find " so many little things
that we needed. We have now moved to Rawang, and work
has already started on another firstclass garden.
Just before we left K.K.B., we had to say goodbye to
O'Neill, who is going home for release. We wish him the
best of luck, and hope to see him at future Regimental
Reunions.

Tadman has now appeared with a gleaming stripe on
his arm, and is doing great work getting us settled in at
Rawang. He has been able to help tide over the absence of
L/Cpl. Baker, who has temporarily left us to train drafts
at K.K.B.
Now that we are in a new area, we hope that we shall
have some more bandits to our credit next month.
" The Saints."

Company H.Q.

" C " COMPANY

The hustle and bustle of last month has not continued
into this month, much to everyone's satisfaction. It has
been, in fact, a month of comparative calm and serenity.
The Coy. was treated to another show in the N.A.A.F.I.
on 21st October. It was given by Carol Carr, Bill Snaith and
Buster Noble. The troupe played to a full capacity house
composed of everyone in Wardieburn Camp. Through
out the show a photographer was seen in many positions in
an effort to obtain some photographs of the show and
audience. The whereabouts of these photos is open to con
jecture as they have not been seen in any publication to
anyone's knowledge. A great pity, because quite a few of
the facial expressions made throughout the show would be
worth recording.
We now have a sad tale to relate. On Monday, 26th
October, our gallant Coy. Commander, Maj. Waring, was
wounded in the right leg by a 9 mm. bullet. This happened
—not in the jungle—not in rubber—not even in action
against Communist terrorists—but, of all people and of all
places, by a Malay Police Inspector in the sanctity of the
Central Circle Ops. Room of the K.L. Police Station.
The story goes that whilst he was attending " morning
prayers " (coordinating conference) several shots were fired
in the police yard. On moving from the room to investi
gate he was halted in the doorway by a Malay Inspector
brandishing a 9 mm. pistol. Before Maj. Waring's with
drawal had been " tactfully " completed three shots were
fired, one of which struck him in the calf of his leg. During
the shooting affray two Police Officers were also wounded,
but very fortunately, not seriously.
The Inspector had been identified as a guilty party in an
extortion case during an identification parade and was
showing his displeasure by running amok with gun in hand.
The unfortunate wounded are now in hospital and all
are progressing favourably. Maj. Waring was last seen in
a selfwheeled invalid chair, as happy as a " sandboy,"
riding around B.M.H., Kinrara, annoying less active
patients.
We are pleased to say he will be out in a week or so,
meanwhile we patiently await his return.
After a month of study at Seremban and a week of
sitting for his Army 1st, C.S.M. Hills has just learned he
has been exempted from the examination.
Capt. Abplanalp has now returned from his arduous
duties as Band President in Singapore to perform the duties
of Coy. Commander in Maj. Waring's absence. He found
those few weeks in Singapore extremely enjoyable if rather
expensive.
7 Platoon
Since last you heard from us very little has happened
on the operational side. The terrorists seem to be lying
low in our particular area.
This month we are losing our very capable Platoon
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Sgt., Sgt. Coughlan, who is repairing to K.K.B. for a life
of luxury as Officers' Mess Caterer. In his place we wel
come Sgt. Simmonite—an old friend—who has recently
returned from K.L., where he has been working with a
Field Security Section. He has decided that " jungle bash
ing " is the only real type of life !
We regretfully bid goodbye to Pte. (Geoff.) Cleverdon,
who is returning to U.K. for demobilisation. Our best
wishes go with him and it is hoped he will not forget the
friends he is leaving behind.
The view from the rear of our basha has changed con
siderably during the past week. After renovations and
improvements with the aid of blue paint and whitewash,
what was once 8 Platoon's basha, now looks like an old
folks' home. Very apt, we feel.
" Henry's Sweepers."
8 Platoon
October has been quite a month for us. Firstly, we
welcome 2/Lt. Neve, recently arrived from U.K., who takes
over as Platoon Commander. We hope he soon settles
down and enjoys the task in front of him.
We all offer our hearty congratulations to Sgt. Levett,
our gallant Platoon Sergeant, for being Mentioned in Des
patches. He certainly earned the award.
Unfortunately we have been unable to add to the Bn.
score of terrorists killed, but we did some good work last
week in arresting two suspect food carriers.
Cpl. Sheren grew grey hairs a few days ago when,
whilst on a recce, patrol, Pte. "Gungle" Mayell allowed a
live grenade to drop from his discharger cup. To atone for
this sin " Gungle " is now engaged in painting the Platoon
basha to the annoyance of 7 Platoon.
Ptes. Tomlinson and Sands have now left on their
return trip to U.K. for demob. We wish them good luck
in their " new " life.
" The Scorpions."
9 Platoon
Apart from the usual operational routine, little of
interest has happened during the last month. We have,
unfortunately, been unable to raise the Coy. score of kills,
although the Platoon has done noble work in creating havoc
among certain terrorist " allotment gardens "—food grow
ing areas—some way inside the jungle.
Once again we have lost Sgt. Wilde, for how long we
don't know, who has taken up duties in the Sgts'. Mess, and
we welcome in his stead Sgt. Henden, who for the time
being is taking over the Platoon.
Pte. Doherty, having been 2/Lt. E!well's batman for the
last ten months, now leaves for England and the dubious
delights of a para, course. We all wish him luck.
" Hughie's Greyhounds."

" D " COMPANY
It is with reget that we have this month to report the
death of 22466887, Pte. Latter, D., of Tonbridge, and offer
to his parents our deepest sympathies in their loss.
May they find a little consolation in the fact that their
son was a good soldier and popular with his fellow men.
*

*

*

We are now back with the Bn. at K.K.B. and instead
of a relaxing period as far as ops. are concerned the
Platoon are now finding it considerably harder. Some
of the men have been out four days out of the seven since
we have been back.

The last days at Rawang were rather hectic with the
C/Sgt. rarely being at less than 500 feet and thus qualifying
for the C/Sgt. A " Flying Cert. The day of the move
dawned and everybody swung to and eventually we found
ourselves at K.K.B. about midday. By evening things were
straight and we were once more an operational Coy.
Sport has become a sore point with the Coy., especially
with Arthur Schneider, who organizes the Coy. football
team. He pleads that owing to the Coy. being dispersed
he was unable to field a strong team, and thus we suffered
a row of defeats at the hands of the local village lads.
The Coy. strength is now sadly depleted as 10 Platoon
have left us almost en bloc. It's easier to enumerate those
who are left: George Canfield and Jim Chapman have
joined 11 Platoon, and Ptes. Hoy and Limmer have joined
12 Platoon. Pte. Spender is still working hard in the D/Hall.
10 Platoon
This month has seen 10 Platoon onto the boat. Lucky
lads ! However, before they'd completed the month, they
found themselves once again at Batang Berjuntai. Those
who thought they'd have time to drink the crates of beer
they had taken out were sadly mistaken. In 14 days they
had six days in camp. The last op. of all was perhaps the
most spectacular.
One dark and misty morning the Platoon set off
mounted in five twoman dugout canoes, and a large sam
pan, in which Sgt. Botting flew his colours. Up a mostly
overgrown river the convoy progressed until underwater
hazards had accounted for one dugout sunk, and one large
sampan (Sgt. Botting in command) with a broken back and
leaking seams. However, all returned safely to base in an
exhausted and semidrowned condition.
The month ended with a jubilant scene as the night
train for Singapore drew out of Kuala Lumpur. Goodbye,
10 Platoon, and bon voyage.
11 Platoon

To Mr. and Mrs. Latter, of Tonbridge, may we offer
our condolences on the loss cf their son, Donald, a popular
and respected member of this Platoon, who was killed whilst
on patrol on November 6th.
Back at K.K.B. and a step up in ops., at least so it
seems throughout the past seven days. Roll on Detachment!
The last days at Rawang were quiet and ops. few and
far between. Sgt. Philip producing perhaps the last bit of
excitement by bringing in two tappers for questioning. This
resulted in troops going in all directions.
Sgt. Healey has now returned to the fold, but Cpl.
" Nobby " Clark has stayed with 12 Platoon. L/Cpl. " Ron "
Clark is now Draft Training, but we hope to have him
back soon. Pte. Thompson has departed to learn how to
become a member of the " Borgia Club," otherwise known
as Regimental Cooks.
12 Platoon
This month has seen the beginning of the " demob."
departures. " Taffy " Lewis and Jarret have already left
and more are to follow soon.
L/Cpl. Ridgeon has joined the Platoon from the
Signals and we now have three Royal Engineers with us for
a fortnight's insight into infantry ways and means.
We've been on the move just lately, from Batang
Berjuntai to Rawang and from Rawang to K.K.B. We are
now settled in our basha and have been on one operation
with A Coy., but had no contacts other than with the rain,
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after which Sgt. Healey left us and we recovered Sgt. Vine
from his month's absence as Sgts'. Mess Caterer.
Our sport at Batang Berjuntai was somewhat cur
tailed but we did get one match against Berjuntai Tin
Mine. It was a good game and should be described as
robust.
The 22 monthly shooting has been fairly successful
and with the use of the K.K.B. ranges at cur disposal there
should be a visible improvement in cur marksmanship.
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SUPPORT COMPANY
Company H.Q.
The order of battle is unchanged from last time :
Coy. Comd. : Maj. I. H. Roper, M.C.
2nd i/c.: Capt. P. J. Goodwin.
C.S.M. : W.O.II Nicholls.
C.Q.M.S. : C/Sgt. Cooper.
M.M.G. PI. Comd.: Sgt. Bradshaw.
Mortar PI. Comd. : Sgt. Parker.
Aslt. Pnr. PI. Comd. : Sgt. Gordon.
Our C/Sgt. has a very busy time now, as we have two
fullsize drafts attached to us. The store is like a beehive.
(Who's flapping ?) The big question is, where did the free
issue get to on the last operation ?
Pte. Southey leaves us shortly for a Parachute Course
in " Blighty." Good luck and good jumping.
lt is with regret that we say farewell to Sgt. Bradshaw,
bound for " civvy street." We wish him and his family
all the best.
Mortar Platoon
This month finds us up to our necks in operations, and
sleeping in a good bed has become a luxury.
We bade farewell last week to the Colonial Squad, who
have finished their training. The lads will miss them very
much. We'd grown used to Mr. Hoile's sayings—com
peting with Pte. "Boy Boy" Bates, no doubt. One of
these was, "Get out the paste boards"; in other words,
cards.
We have six complete crews for our Mortars now, and
are in two sections. You can imagine the competition
there is.
We are well to the fore in sport again, beating the
N.A.A.F.I. staff at volley ball, and supplying a good number
of footballers in the Coy. team, which has not been
beaten yet.
Pte. " Mary" Syers has to be congratulated for a
masterpiece of painting on our new sign.
Unfortunately, we never came anywhere in the garden
competition, but it wasn't through lack of trying. We owe
these efforts to Cpl. Roy Mead.
Pte. Shearing has never heard of Malayan Time, it's
always " beer time."
" Missfire."
Assault Pioneer Platoon
At last the Platoon are showing what we can do in our
supporting role. In between imitations of the atom bomb on
the Air Strip we are literally " clearing the jungle." The
bandits must certainly be wondering where the " Bearded
Wonder" (Sgt. Gordon) and his merry men are going to
pop up next.
Sgt. Gordon looks very handsome with his newly
grown beard—(his privilege as a Pioneer Sgt.). Seme say
he ought to grow some teeth first.

Pte. Rye and Pte. Packman, who had the honour
of being presented to H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent
during her visit to the Bn.

On the day of the visit of H.R.H., Pte Love could be
seen sneaking about in his bandit uniform, keeping well
clear of the Ibans' basha.
L/Cpl. " Bluey " Noakes has been called away to train
the draft (not in the use of blowpipes, we trust). This
will be his last duty before he leaves us for a Parachute
Course in " Blighty." We all wish him the best of luck.
Pte. Everest, one of the old members, returned from
D Coy. and has soon settled down to pioneering.
We offer our congratulations to Pte. " Digger " Brown
and his wife on the birth of a daughter. We hope very
soon that he will be able to rejoin his family in Australia.
Once again we bid " au revoir" and return to Monte
bello for more experiments.
M.M.G. Platoon
Our guns are being used a great deal these days and
we find our spare parts gradually diminishing.
Cpl. Tom Laming has had plenty of training for duties
just lately. He is always left holding the fort while the
Coy. goes out. At one time he was Acting Coy. Com
mander, Sgt.Major and Orderly Sgt.. He's glad to be back
cn the guns again.
Cpl. Rob. Blake is still in hospital recovering from
burns he received while 011 guard at King's House. He is
in the best of spirits and we hope he will return for
Christmas.
We used to be able to tell the Kemp twins apart easily
because one smoked a pipe, now we are baffled—they both
smoke one.
L/Cpl. Ebbs has been taken away from us for draft
training. Never mind, Jim, they're just thinking of building
your boat.
It seems that we have two good cooks in the Platoon,
Ptes. Ernie Kelly and "Tubby" Othen.
We still supply a few players for the Bn. football team
—Ptes. Kelly, Othen and Jeffrey.
We bid farewell to Sgt. Bradshaw in a few days' time;
he has been with the Platoon a very long time and we shall
miss him very much. Our best wishes go with him in his
new job.
This is all for now as we have to get back to cleaning
our guns.
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" H.O." COMPANY
From a lunar point of view, October has lasted as long
as usual, but from a " Q.O.G." correspondent's point of
view, it has been a very short month indeed. The Bn.
Editor has been sending out numerous letters and signals
exhorting us to get our correspondence in before the ink of
last month's notes was decently dry. So much so that we
hear that one Coy. Commander has written to our Editor
to say that the letters and signals are already more
voluminous than his Coy. correspondence.
We extend a warm welcome to C.S.M. Boorer on join
ing us from B Coy. C.S.M. Boorer, in his turn, has extended
a warm welcome to the Coy. No sooner was he firmly in
the chair thanhe had persuaded the Coy. Commander to
hold a series of basha inspections. Day after day a relentless
inspecting team might be seen ferreting out the untidy kit,
the dirty boots, or the well squirrelled tin of Compo rations.
Congratulations to the M.T., however, on finishing up with
the best and smartest basha.
A week or two ago, Maj. Faulkner took out an ambush
party consisting of Cpl. Ellington, L/Cpl. Davis, Ptes. Logan,
Jamieson, Lloyd and Cfn. Warner, R.E.M.E. The country
they had to go through to get to their ambush positions
was officially described as " lovely clear rubber," which is
just the sort of country that suits a H.Q. Coy. patrol. How
ever, the patrol being terribly keen, made a wide detour,
to avoid a village and some assorted kongsis. After advanc
ing a hundred yards in a little over an hour, and after
having wallowed in the same bog twice, the patrol, by
mutual consent, made for the railway line. Here the going
was much better and there were no complaints except from
the shortest member of the patrol who found that the
sleepers were too far apart for real comfort. Our Coy.
bandit score still remains, unfortunately, at nil.
Early one Sunday morning as many of the Coy. as
could elude their departmental heads departed for the open
range at Batu Caves, where we held a small scale rifle meet
ing. The first two hours were taken up with firing at
funnies —pool bulls, face at the window and moving
figure targets. The main winners were Ptes. Lewis and
Knight, closely followed by Sgt. Lovell. The rest of the
morning was spent by departments shooting in the " Char
wallahs' Cup Competition." The winners were Coy. H.Q.
(Capt. Allen, L/Cpl. Ridgewell, L/Cpl. Davis) and the
Drums, were the runnersup. The cup has not been pre
sented as the basket ball part of the competition has not
yet been completed, and anyway, Coy. H.Q. are not much
fancied in the basket ball as they are considered to be too
old and too bald.
The Coy. rifle meeting was C.S.M. Armstrong's swan
song in H.Q. Coy., as shortly afterwards he left us for
B Coy. We miss very much his cheerful smile and his boy
scout salute.
C/Sgt. Sawyers has just returned from a week's leave in
Penang and Cpl. Ellington has just gone on leave. During
his absence we were fondly hoping to get a relief Coy.
Clerk from the Orderly Room, but the Adjutant, in a fit
of wild enthusiasm allowed his Clerks to be used for draft
training and refused to allow Sgt. Proctor to transfer to
our Coy. office. However, we are undefeated and now
S/I. Bawden, A.P.T.C., clad in a most beautiful white vest
and shorts, can be seen in Coy. office busily amending the
married families' roll and various leave documents, in which
he takes a keen interest now that his wife has arrived from
England.

Sgt. Gough thought, for a glorious moment, that he
had got accelerated promotion since he received a letter'
addressed to the " PaymasterGeneral, The Royal West
Kent Regiment." However, it was only from an enthusi
astic private soldier. Instead of being promoted, Sgt.
Gough now has a senior officer, Capt. Wilton, M.C.,
R.A.P.C., who is to be attached to the Bn. for a year. He
now sits at one end of an enormous olfice with Sgt. Gough
at the ether. They say they need plenty of room as they
are hatching out a central pay office. Capt. Wilton, who has
joined us from the Staff of Mons O.C.S., naturally answers
to " Rob." He has refused to give his Christian name, in
spite of repeated requests, but it is believed to be Clarence.
"Tombola" has been started again in the men's can
teen, under the able chairmanship of Cpl. Solly, assisted by
L/Cpl. Hughes, the ration storeman. You may not believe
me, but Pte. O'Gornian, wearing a bowtie and a 38
revolver guards the money while play is in progress. There
is no doubt that life in Erskine Camp is terribly rugged.

SIGNAL PLATOON
This month we have to record once again the loss to
civilian life of two of our old and trusted members—L/Cpl.
Jerrey and Pte. Colwell—both of whom helped to cheer
us up in our darker moments. Mention of Cpl. Jerrey
reminds us of the embarrassed Platoon Commander on
detachment who introduced his two Signallers to a visiting
General as, " This is Burt and this is Jerrey
both sur
names, of course, but his Platoon was relieved shortly after
wards.
Cpl. Solly, of the moustache, has been selected to run
the " tombola " in the N.A.A.F.I. His face was wreathed
in smiles at this news until the P.R.I, made him sign for his
own set of kit, which had found its way into the P.R.I,
store while he was idling in the U.K. !
Idling in the U.K., but returning shortly, we hope, is
Cpl. Mills. Meanwhile, Cpl. Solly can shoot his lines with
out fear of interruption. He was seen the other day waving
wildly at the map and telling some of the newer members
of the Platoon about his seven days in the swamp. Need
less to say, this story is continually improving; in fact, if
the present version is to be believed, Cpl. Solly reached the
Straits of Malacca before turning back.
Sgt. Browning has been acting as C/Sgt. during the
absence of C/Sgt. Sawyers. During the last three weeks his
expression has been that of a plump and contented cat.
Now he is back with the Platoon making his presence felt
among the lower orders.
Sgt. Stephenson has departed for Rawang, taking with
him Ptes. Bailey, Clifton, Smith 39 and Watling. In
exchange, we have Cpl. Smith and Ptes. Bridges, Handman,
Steel and Alderman.
The Platoon were very pleased to send a telegram to
Cpl. Parrish, late of the Signal Platoon, on his Mention in
Despatches. This is the first award to a member of the
Platoon and, we hope, not the last.
We also congratulate L/Cpl. Miller on his recent and
welldeserved appointment.
The Gardening Competition was finally judged this
month, the Signal Store being awarded second prize.
Personally, we have our suspicions as to the manner in
which Sgt. Martin got first prize, but nevertheless console
ourselves with the thought that it was a very close decision.
The $10 helps us well.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
There is considerable discussion as to how this money
should be spent. Cpl. Solly's suggestion has considerable
support, but the matter is complicated by the fact that the
people who did most of the work—Ptes. Milne, Nower and
Leroy—are new all back in England. Our Don R.
(" Anchor" O'Gorman) has volunteered to drink their
share.
Finally, to quell any rumours, we can assure our
readers that " Pronto " does play rugger on his frequent
trips to Kuala Lumpur, as an inspection of the notes for
that sport will confirm.

DRUMS
Nothing very exciting has hapened this month, but we
will all be sorry to say cheerio to Dmr. Les Sedge, who is
leaving us for civilian life behind the pick and shovel. We'll
certainly miss you. Les, even if only for the moans.
Dmr. " Nut " Beckham has arrived back from detach
ment, where we have had some good reports on his blowing.
Good show, " Nutty," keep it up ! We understand that
L/Cpl. " Pete" Kesby isn't taking too well to ulu bashing.
You asked for it, fellah ! " Dizzy Burden has now attained
the dizzier heights of L/Cpl. We congratulate him on his
good report from the King's House Guard.
Dmrs. " Hora Staccato " Eke and " Tamil " Luck have
arrived back, after a good scrounge cn G.O.C.'s Guard on
Flagstaff House.
We have been busy lately preparing for Remembrance
Day Parade, which was again a Drumhead Service, held on
the M.T. Square. Last Post and Reveille were sounded by
the Guard Buglers and at the conclusion of the parade the
Corps of Drums played for the marchpast. We hear that
we are still preferred to the Band.
News has reached us that L/Cpl. "Joker" Jolly, who
left us for the Depot, is now waiting to pull his second tape
on the Regimental Police, and that " Deaf Ear" Martin is
expecting to get his first. Well, good luck to you both, and
don't forget to drop us a line now and again. Any news
from home is always welcome.
" BrrrRopBop."

SERGEANTS'

MESS

Once again we are flowing in the good old promotion
beer. This time we heartily congratulate C.S.M. "Slosh"
Hills cn his promotion to R.S.M.; also C/Sgt. " Flap
Cooper to C.S.M. of C Coy.; and the old faithful, Sgt.
Bucknell, M.M., to C/Sgt. of Sp. Coy. May all their
worries be small odes.
We arc sorry to lose our No. I, R.S.M. Stephens, who
is new a full blown Lt. (Q.M.) and is leaving us for the
Regimental Depot on his old ship, " Devonshire." At
least, he'll not get lost. We wish him every success
in his new role. The past few weeks he has spent under
studying the Q.M.. and the Bn. duties have been left to the
" Drill Pig," " Dodo " Watts.
Quite a few of our members have got the inevitable
" Big Head," namely, C.S.M. Nichols, C/Sgt. Simpson,
C/Sgt. Cooper and Sgt. " Joe " Thornton, all of whom have
been away on a month's intensive schooling and have now
sat for their 1st Class Education examination.
We are all pleased to welcome to the fold O.R.Q.M.S.
Hoggart, who has come from Field Records, Singapore, to
take over the hazardous duties from the renowned "Moggy "

Catt, who is shortly leaving us to take up his new appoint
ment of Lt. (Q.M.). We know that he will be sadly missed
in the Bn. hockey eleven as well as President of the Mess
majong syndicate.
A few minor changes have taken place during the
month. Firstly, " Driller" Boorer is now transferred to
H.Q. Coy., and the renowned " Ginger" Armstrong has
returned as C.S.M. to his old Coy., B Coy. H.Q. have
noticed the change in pay parades already, and the haircuts
are considerably shorter. It's surprising what can be done
on a few " MeeHoons."
We would all like to welcome to the Bn. our new Padre,
Capt. James. It was noticed that many new faces from the
Mess were seen in our Bn. Church Hut on Sunday.
Congratulations to Maj. and Mrs. Dover on the birth
of their son. A few of the Mess were invited to wet the
baby's nose, and they sure did. As the Major would say :
" He had the full treatment."
At the time of going to press, we are really roughing
it, as the Mess is now being reattapped, so of course, we
have moved lock, stock and barrel into a marquee. But it's
still " home sweet home."
We hear that " Drummy " Watts is not very popular
with the Federation Police since their hockey match against
the Army in Malaya. Headlines in the papers, " Watts v.
Police " rather shook them. Good show, George !
Before we close, we all wish Godspeed and the best of
luck in their new ventures to Sgts. Bill Bradshaw and Doug.
Tidy, who are leaving us for the U.K. and a return to
civilian life.

CORPORALS'

CLUB

Since last we reared our ugly head, we have seen the
dismantling and reconstruction of our Club, and we now
reside, with pride in our hearts, in a brand new room.
We would like to congratulate Sgt. (" Spike")
Constable on his recent promotion. We fear that the darts
board will miss him almost as much as L/Cpl. Sid Bishop,
who hardly knows what to do since " Spike " left for higher
things.
Congratulations also to L/Cpl. " Dizzy " Burden, of
the Drums, on finally grasping that elusive tape. We hope
your stay is a pleasant one, " Dizzy."
Club news is not very spectacular this month. We have
been fortunate enough to buy our own indoor games and
have been assured of getting a table tennis table in the near
future.
We would like to thank Maj. Faulkner, our P.R.I., for
his kindness in attending our last meeting and making
several very good suggestions for the improvement of the
Club. It is largely due to Maj. Faulkner that we have been
able to purchase our indoor games.
A Christmas Draw was put to the vote and carried,
and a committee selected to run the draw and safely deposit
the money. Now we are awaiting the coming of Christmas
and many, many free prizes.
" Stripey."
HOCKEY
The hockey side has only played one match since our
last notes. This was against 13/18 Hussars, and we scored
four goals to their one.
We have now entered for the InterUnit Malaya
Championships and have high hopes of carrying it off this
year.
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RUGBY

4/5th BATTALION

FOOTBALL

Although there are more than 15 Rugby players in the
Bn., most of them are Officers, and operations are such
that it is impossible to get a full team together. Enthusiasts
are assured of a game, however, operations permitting, with
Selangor Services. So far this season the following players
have turned out in one or more games :—
Capt. Dodson, Lts. Stock, Beale, 2/Lt. Neve, Cpl.
Ellington, Ptes. Watson, Mathews and Davies.
The first three played in the State trial, in addition,
Capt. Dodson and Lt. Leigh have played for the State—
Lt. Leigh against Perak and Capt. Dodson against Negri
Sembila, who included in their team 11 of the formidable
Fijians and Capt. Hunting, who is stationed at Seremban.
Capt. Dodson has also played with the Fijians for
Federation Services v. Combined States in a very even
match, which ended in a draw, 1111.
It is unfortunate that we can only record the activities
of the " Gladiators," but barring a sudden flood of Rugby
players into the Bn., it cannot be otherwise. However, we
have hopes that our next station will allow us to turn out
a Battalion XV (?).
ASSOCIATION

FOOTBALL

We are the league champions once more, of the UIu
Selangor League, having won 13 out of a possible 14
matches.
Towards the end of the series of league matches, the
Bn. team often looked quite promising. Pte. Fuller (B)
has returned to the team after his head injury, and in com
pany with other football stalwarts, such as Carr, Kelly,
Shearing and Nash, has contributed to the success of the
team. We played three league games during the last month,
winning all of them. Against Batu Arang we had an easy
victory, winning 50. Pte. Macdonald (H.Q.) was on form
and scored four goals. The defence held the opposition
easily and the halfbacks were often to be found in the
opposition's goalmouth.
On October 31st we played our nearest rivals,
P.W.D.S.C., winning 41. This match could be classed as
the best of the league games. The Bn. XI played as a team,
Pte. Macdonald (H.Q.) scored one and Pte. Kelly (Sp.)
three. One of Pte. Kelly's goals was a real " smasher "—
about the best of the season.
The final game against Rawang Tin produced little
brilliant football, but a new player, Pte. King (Sp.), at inside
left, made his debut.
The InterCoy. Football Competition has started, and
the champions should be known by next time of writing.
Our next Bn.level competition is the Rainsford Cup,
then the Army Cup. Meanwhile we will content ourselves
with a few friendly games.
Here are the results of the month's league games :—
DATE.

25 Oct.
31 Oct.
2 Nov.
The
Pte.

PLACE.

OPPONENTS.

RESULT. SCORE.

Rawang Batu Arang S.C
won .... 50
Rawang P.W.D.S.C
won .... 41
Rawang Rawang Tin S.C
won .... 21
Bn. XI at the end of the league season is as follows:
Wood (Sp.); Pte. Johnson (B), Pte. Shearing (Sp.);
2/Lt. Smith (A), Pte. Nash (C), Pte. Fuller (B);
Pte. Jeffery (Sp.), Pte. Carr (A), Pte. Macdonald
(H.Q.), Pte. King (Sp.), Pte. Kelly (Sp.).

BATTALION H.O.

T

HE main training and social event
during the past month was a most
successful officers' and sergeants' training
weekend on 15 and 16 November, which
included a Regimental Dinner Night for
the officers on Saturday. Our guests were
Col. W. Nash, our Honorary Colonel,
Brig. J. A. W. Ballard and Maj. B. A. Pond.
We were also pleased to have Capt. A. S.
Robbins, Intelligence Corps, with us, but he has been giving
us valuable help in running A Coy. for so long now that he
is regarded as a member of the Bn. rather than as a guest.
Although the major training of the weekend wis a cloth
model exercise held at Avebury Avenue on Sunday, one of
the highlights was the excellent lecture and demonstration
given by Capt. CalverJones, assisted by members of the
Signal Platoon. It was evident that a lot of hard work
went into the preparation of this period, which was designed
to explain the mysteries of the new signal procedure—not
an easy thing to do.
"A"

COMPANY

Since our last contribution appeared in the " Buster,"
Brig. J. A. W. Ballard, D.S.O., M.B.E., our Brigade Com
mander, spent an evening with the Coy. and together with
the C.O. watched us carrying out training. We hope they
were favourably impressed with our map reading and also
with our shooting. We were pleased to have them with us.
We were also pleased to see one of our former Coy.
Commanders, Major C. W. LawderBird, who dropped in to
see our present O.C. We seem to have renewed a lot of old
acquaintances this month. We recently fired our annual
1..M.C. course at Shoreham, and in so doing spent the week
end with a lot of our National Service men at Montreal
Park, Sevenoaks. We should like to see them call in at
our Drill Hall and to see for themselves what we get up to.
Writing of Drill Halls brings to mind the fact that by the
time this appears in print we shall no longer be found at the
Barracks, Maidstone, on Tuesday and Thursday evenings,
because we shall have moved to our new home at the Drill
Hall, Union Street, Maidstone. Our new accommodation is
at present being prepared for us and is now nearing com
pletion. In our next contribution we shall be able to give
further news of our new surroundings and of the other
units who will be under the same roof with us.
Naturally we are very sorry to leave the Depot and the
many friends we have made there, but are consoled by the
fact that they are not very far away from us. All ranks of
A Coy. would like to take this opportunity of thanking
Maj. Moss and his staff for the kindness and help we have
received from them during our stay at the Depot.
C.S.M. Wilson has been a busy man these recent weeks,
preparing our move, and is usually to be found at the bottom
of a pile of furniture or stores, from which he maanges to
emerge with a grin.
From first reports our new abode promises well, and we
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arc now looking forward lo doing a Recce, making an appre
ciation, and settling down to the winter training.
Once again Christmas draws near and we leave you this
month wishing all units everywhere the compliments of the
season.
" Able Able."

" B " COMPANY
Always striving to keep abreast of modern scientific
discoveries, we are now engaged in investigating the possi
bilities of " Teletraining." Under this method you tune in
your Television set to a special Coy. wavelength, put your
feet on the mantelpiece and settle down to the evening's
training programme. Why does a night patrol crawl
through the long wet grass when you have a dry soft carpet
at home?
This revolutionary idea was inspired by an
incident on a night op. which we held in cooperation with
D Coy. All was going well until a disgruntled householder,
living close to the edge of the wood, came up with the
news that the light programme had just informed him that
Baker one had lost the Coy. Commander. Fortunately the
Coy. Commander had not lost himself and was only on his
way over to Baker two, but the incident did supply the more
fertile brains with food for thought. (It js not unknown,
of course, to find Baker one engrossed in the Light Pro
gramme).
The only other mishap on what was otherwise a very
successful scheme was the loss of two scouts by Charlie
Amber's fighting patrol.
Their enthusiasm had overrun
discretion and carried them so far forward of their patrol
just before it made contact with the enemy that they missed
the RV at the end of the exercise, and it took them 11 hours
to reconnoitre the route back to the Drill Hall.
The scheme was followed up a week later by a visit to
D Coy. for discussion, lt was the first time that many of
us had visited Penge, and the evening was greatly enjoyed.
We hope to hold the next phase of the exercise shortly, with
the two Coys, in reversed roles.
On Remembrance Sunday a disappointingly small
detachment of the Coy. led the parade through Orpington
High Street to a service at the War Memorial, and later a
number of us remained for the service in the Parish Church.
We can only hope that attendance will improve next year.
"Busy Bee."
" C "

COMPANY

With the early advent of the winter weather bringing
with it snow and ice, our thoughts are turned towards the
festive season, which is now fast approaching. Before going
further, we would like to take this opportunity to wish the
1st Bn. a Very Happy Christmas and Prosperous New Year:
may it not be long before we read those magic words in
the Daily Press, "... .and yet another bandit has bitten the
dust."
Training in the Coy. is going ahead, and we are in the
throes of a Cadre course for N.C.O.s. which is proving to be
very interesting. It is really remarkable how soon one
forgets the basic principles of this and that, which is evident
on the faces of those unhappy officers conducting the course.
Many a time can they be seen scratching their worried brows
in the Coy. Office over some trivial point prior lo giving a
lecture.

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE AFRAID OF
ELEPHANTS ?
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

The boxing enthusiasts are now getting into training
under the leadership of L/Cpl. Mason, who did so well last
year. We sincerely hope that Ptes. Offen and Smith will
add still further laurels to the 4th Bn. in this sphere, and help
to put this sport back into the place it held prewar. We
offer our congratulations to Pte. Offen on his recent marriage
and wish him and his wife every happiness for the future.
Congratulations also to C/Sgt. Wood on his promotion, and
may the " brewups " be plentiful next camp.
" Pen Pusher."

" D " COMPANY
On October 28th, D Coy. joined with B Coy. and carried
out an exercise at Petts Wood. This was the first time we
had done anything like this during the winter months, and
the general opinion seems to be that it was an excellent idea.
On this occasion we assumed the role of a small force
of parachutists out to attack the local atomic installation,
which for the purposes of the exercise was represented by
a level crossing.
In the space of two hours we somewhat miraculously,
albeit with some haste, managed to send out a reconnais
sance patrol, set a standing patrol, and later send out a strong
fighting patrol which, to the accompaniment of the sweet
music of blank cartridges and thunder flashes, managed to
create a fair amount of chaos in the neighbourhood of the
level crossing.
This exercise was also very useful in that it proved
beyond the slightest shadow of doubt that the "C" Channel
on the 88 set is on the same frequency as television, and it
was with some surprise that placid viewers in the Petts
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Wood area learnt that Baker Coy. had been temporarily
deprived of their Sunray!
We are hoping to continue with these exercises through
out the winter, weather permitting, as it very kindly did on
the last one, and we feel that it is an excellent method of
carrying out proper fieldcraft training. The one disadvan
tage that your correspondent sees is that by the end of the
year every member of the Coy. will be so familiar with the
particular area that formal appreciation will be little more
than a joke.
Our next one is to take place on Tuesday, the 25th.
We hope without undue alarm to local viewers. We are
hoping to see the Colonel and the Brigadier on this occasion.
One other item of news, and that is that at long last
we have had something done to our miniature range and, if
the Home Guard will let us get in there, we hope to do some
shooting.
H.Q.

COMPANY

This month we are settling clown to our winter training,
commencing with senior and junior N.C.O.s' Cadres, and the
attendances at present show that these are going to be very
popular. We have some N.C.O.s who have recently been
promoted and on behalf of the Coy. would like to congratu
late them and also our 2 i/c, Mr. (now Capt.) CalverJones;
we wish him the very best of luck. C/Sgt. Corks has been
promoted to R.Q.M.S. (watch yer kit ! !). Cups of tea may
be more frequently seen now "we hope." Cpl. Brough has
been promoted to Sgt. D.vr. Operator (Sigs.) and Cpl.
Constable now becomes 1 Sgt. This is nothing new for
him, as he has been doing this job as a Cpl. for some con
siderable time. He was recently seen engaging recruits for
his section, and as he seems to be very well in with the con
tours of the world has promised some good hideouts for
those wishing to play a hand at " brag." Our beloved Cpl.
Kitchenham has now become (Chief of Police) Pro. Sgt.
A quick whip round in the Mess has proved that he may
get his patrol car for Christmas. To all again may we wish
the very best of luck in their new ranks.
Our condolences to L/Cpl. Heskett, who has been
admitted to hospital for a slight operation on his leg. This
happens to be the same leg which troubled him some time
ago whilst training in the Bn. M/Cs trial team. We hope
you will soon be better, as there is a bike standing by for
you. Hurry back. Good luck.
A dance organised under the careful eye of Maj. Bobby
and the committee was held recently in the Drill hall. We
had several old friends of the Coy. with us and the crowd,
by their high " spirits," proved that they all enjoyed the
evening. May we say thanks to all those who put in their
very valuable time to make this dance such a success.
May we now take this opportunity of wishing all officers
and other ranks of the regiment our sincere good wishes
for "A Happy Christmas" and may you have a more
prosperous future.
" Pushed Job."

N

OVEMBER has seen the PassingOut Parade of the last
of our intakes to complete only six weeks' training at
the Depot and the arrival of the first intake which will
undergo a full ten weeks' course before going to the Bn. for
their specialised training in jungle warfare.
The PassingOut Parade was a great success. It was
taken by Brigadier C. E. A. Browning, C.B.E., M.C., Com
mandant of the School of Military Engineering, Chatham.
During his address to the parade he stated that he had
carried out many inspections during his service, but never
had he seen better troops. He made a special appeal to the
parents and friends who were present to write regularly to
the men when they reached Malaya.
After the parade the troops marched through Maid
stone, led by the Home Counties Brigade Corps of Drums,
to the Ritz Cinema, where the manager had very kindly
arranged a special showing of the film, "The Planter's
Wife." This film was thoroughly enjoyed by those members
of the permanent stall' whose Malayan service was behind
them, but many recruits, who still have that experience to
come, were visibly shaken by the screen representation of
the dangers of their future ! On the return march to
Barracks the salute was taken by His Worship the Mayor.
The Depot was represented by two contingents on the
Maidstone Remembrance Day parades. A short service was
conducted at the War Memorial, followed by the laying of
wreaths, after which the parade marched to the Regimental
Memorial at Brenchley Gardens, where another short ser


Subscription rates: —
Officers 91 per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 51 per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post f r e e .

Maj. R. E. Moss placing a wreath on the Cenotaph.
Photo, Kent Messenger Ltd.
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vice was conducted by Canon Sampson. Wreaths were laid
by the Mayor, the Commanding Officer, and representatives
of the Battalions and Past and Present Associations. Pte.
Boulton's services as bugler were in great demand that day
and he performed these duties most creditably.
The remaining duties during the month have followed
the normal routine, with additional tasks such as Cert. " A "
Boards to vary the pattern.
There are many points of personal interest to record
this month. The Commanding Officer has been on a week's
leave in Eire and has since returned from a oneday Senior
Officers' P.T. Course, looking extremely fit.
Capt. I. A. Macmillan has attended a PreStafF College
Course at Hounslow. He leaves us on the 1st December
to take up the appointment of Adjutant of 4/5th R.W.K.
Sgt. Turner, the Education Sergeant, has again been in
the news. This time his correct and unexplainable forecasts
of various events won widespread publicity for his occult
powers.
We announce with deep regret the death of Mrs.
McGinty. We express our sympathy to Cpl. McGinty and
the children.
L/Cpl. Weller has moved into a married quarter in the
Barracks. 2/Lt. A. B. Dunlop has left us for the Bn. in
Malaya. We wish him bon voyage and good fortune in
the jungle.
A notable departure this month has been Sgt. Brown,
who after many years of faithful service has left the Army
for the hazards of civilian life. His cheerful smile will be
greatly missed in the Depot. Other departures have been
Cpls. Borley and Ball, and Ptes. Miller, Marshall and
Baldwin, all regular soldiers, who have become civilians,
and L/Cpl. Rayson, who has left for duties at the R.M.A.,
Sandhurst
We must congratulate Mrs. Canney on presenting the
Medical Officer with a sevenpound manchild, at 1755 hours
on 16th November.
Sgt. Dowsing has arrived from Home Counties Brigade
Depot and has already transformed the appearance of the
30yard range.
Visitors during the month have included Maj. and Mrs.
Flint, who are now in France at H.Q., Allied Land Forces,
Europe, Capt. H. W. Clarke on inter tour leave from East
Africa, and Mr. Andrew Taylor, who has left Rasa Estate

for a few months' welldeserved leave. We hope he will
visit us often before he returns to Malaya.
We have received another visitation from the Press.
This time " The Evening News" is to write a series of
articles on Infantry Regiments, including " The Queen'.:
Own." The purpose of this visit was to learn as much about
the Regiment as possible in one afternoon. This was made
easy by the presence of the Colonel of the Regiment.
The Quartermaster, Major Pond, has now moved into
his new house near Mote Park and Capt. Blake, Quarter
master of 4/5th R.W.K. is taking over his house in Barracks.
We expect a busy month in December. On the eleventh
we are entertaining the Mayor at a Guest Night, on the
twentieth we have a Dutch Cocktail Party, which is to be
followed by the Grand Christmas Draw and Dance
organized by the Sgts'. Mess. The Children's Party just
before Christmas will also cause great excitement.
We conclude this month's notes by wishing all our
readers a very happy Christmas and a prosperous New
Year.
BOXING

O

N Thursday, 6th November, we held our InterPlatoon
Boxing Competition, which was won by No. 2 Platoon.
There were 10 bouts in all, and the boxing was of a fairly
good standard. Competition was keen and it took the last
bout to decide the winning platoon.
Seven of the bouts went the full three rounds, the
winners winning narrowly on points. The other three bouts
being stopped by the referee.
The refereeing and judging was of a high standard and
a most enjoyable evening was had by all who watched this
competition, which was full of the right spirit.
Bout 1—Skiggs v. Featherstone
A good, clean bout, but lacked aggressiveness. Points
win for Skiggs.
Bout 2—Dean v. Last
This started off with rush punches from Last, but they
were all short of the target. He kept up this delivery of
blows right throughout the bout. Dean, when he did punch,
punched clean and on the target, which gave him the bout
on points.

Brigadier C. E. A. Browning inspecting a PassingOut Parade.

Photo, Kent Messenger Ltd.
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Bout 3—Smale v. Stone
Well fought bout, with Stone taking the honours on
points.

off with both hands, flinging punches from all angles, but
Carter, cool and confident, outboxed him and went on to
win on points.

Bout 4—Ryan v. Prebble

Bout 10—Goldsmith v. Olive
A thrilling fight, and the only fight of the evening where
a boxer took a count. Both boxers scored with some good
crisp punching. Goldsmith, trying to use the ropes, ran into
a left hand from Olive and went down for the count of
eight in the second round, the bell saving him. When they
came out for the last round, Goldsmith was still feeling the
effects of the previous round and took some punishment
from Olive's left hand, until the referee stopped the bout in
favour of Olive.

The fight of the evening. Prebble attacking from the
start with lefts and rights, Ryan taking the blows on his arms
and shoulders. Ryan then took over the attack with a series
of straight lefts. Prebble kept trying to get into close
quarters, but Ryan, using the ring well, kept moving out of
the way, and working his left hand to great advantage.
Prebbles' face was covered in blood from a cut in his nose.
Halfway through the last round the referee stopped the
bout, having first looked at Prebbles' injury. An excellent
display of courage and fighting spirit.
Bout 5—Ward v. Heath
A hard fight, Heath winning on points.
Bout 6—Bish v. Flower
Height and reach was the telling factor in this bout.
Flower used this advantage well, and went on to win on
points.
Bout 7—Fitzgerald v. Gardner
This was a real dingdong struggle between two strong
boxers and was a very close verdict. Gardner taking the
bout on points.
Bout 8—Duvall v. George
This bout went two rounds, being stopped by the
referee in the early stages of the third round. Duvall tried
hard, but found George a little too strong.
Bout 9—Carter v. Seamer
A good bout, where boxer met fighter. Seamer started

SERGEANTS' MESS

T

RUE to form on 31st October, 1952, the members of the
Mess welcomed for the first time to our Mess, members
of " Rootes Social and Athletic Club " for a social and
games evening. This, of course, proved to be very popular
and some jolly good fun was had by all. Details of the
results of the various and many games played were not
recorded, but if my memory is right (?) I think we managed
to win most games. We were not able to get in a game of
" TipIt," but the piece was duly polished ready for any
emergency.
The visitors were so pleased with their visit that they
notified the public in the local papers of the excellent even
ing's entertainment they had with us. The following is an
extract of a letter from the Hon. Treasurer of the club to
Sgt.Major Hayley :
May I, together with others of our party, thank
you very much for the enjoyable evening we had with
you at the Depot last (Friday) evening. The " classical

The Mayor of Maidstone (Alderman Mrs. D. M. Relf) took the salute when two platoons of The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment marched back to Barracks, after attending a special showing of " The Planter's Wife " at
the Ritz Cinema.
Photo, Kent Messenger Ltd.
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Crackers'" and paper hats and round bright eyes ......
a particular time for particular people, made perfect by those who cater
well for this J5rime.„,occasion—the children's party.
Gay tables aid good food are the caterer's care, an art best entrusted
to Naafi, specialists in Services' catering for ALL occasions.
Call Naafi in this year to give the children a party
that goes with a ,bang.

The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces
RUXLEY TOWERS

*

ESHER



SURREY
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game of snooker towards the end of the evening was
indeed very entertaining. All were much amused. In
conclusion, sir, we should like to pay tribute to you
personally, for your efforts on our behalf and to those
around you who so ably supported your lead.
Apart from the above, the Mess has had a quiet
November, except for the PassingOut Parade on the 19th,
when all members, with one exception, took advantage of a
free show at the local cinema, where the film, " The Planter's
Wife," was put on as a preview. It was most entertaining,
for members have again been to see the film when it was
shown publicly. They were inclined to be critical following
their second visit.
Since the notification of Xmas leave period in Part I
Orders, the demand for pass forms is increasing—no doubt
the Mess will close down for a couple of days during the
festive season so that all may enjoy themselves at home.
Sgt. (" Pedler") Palmer is to be congratulated on
obtaining " Marksman " on his rifle course. This was prob
ably due to the careful marking by the buttmarkers, since
marksmen are very scarce these days (?).
The O.R.Q.M.S. has not been able to spend very much
time on his kitchen garden behind the Mess, although he
has been seen on odd fine days creeping out there with a
pruning knife and saw. Perhaps he thinks he will be able
to produce a better crop of apples next year. They would
be nice, stored until Xmas. Otherwise the garden plots
are looking very untidy. Hear very little nowadays about
the R.S.M.'s private garden. Perhaps he has given it up
altogether ?

Our congratulations are extended to those Mess mem
bers who have got their feet firmer on the promotion roll
by being made substantive, namely, Sgts. Palmer, Colling
wood and Johnstone, and also to Cpls. Knight and Argent,
who have been raised to Sgt. rank. Of course, not forget
ting Sgt. (Reg.) Dowsing, who is now a C.S.M. at the Depot.
We hope he has settled down and likes it here. We also
welcome Sgt. Trengrove, R.A.E.C. (" Schooley "), who has
been posted to replace Sgt. Turner, R.A.E.C., who has
decided to change his engagement into a 22year one. We
wish Sgt. Turner every success with his new unit and do
hope he will call in and see us sometime.
As an appreciation, the R.S.M. and O.R.Q.M.S. were
invited as special guests to the local Branch of the Royal
Naval Association, who held their annual dinner on the
29th November. The evening was rounded off with dancing
and the O.R.Q.M.S. was seen on his feet quite a lot. (Have
to watch his step !)
As we go to press, we hear that Sgt. Collingwood has
been sent to Netley for convalescence. We do all hope he
will soon be fully recovered and with us again in the near
future.
From now until 17th December, 1952, we slrall be busy
preparing for the Regimental Depot Children's Party (which
will be a big one this year), also for the Annual Christmas
Draw and Dance, which is to be held on 20th December,
1952, and NOT 23rd as previously notified.
We extend our seasonal greetings to all members of
the Regiment, both Past and Present, and to all other Sgts'.
Messes in the Home Counties Group.
" McCartney."
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Pte. D. R. Hicks, first in the light machine
gun competition, receiving his award from
Brigadier C. E. A. Browning.
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QUEEN'S OWN
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BN.

REUNION

DINNER

O

N Saturday, the tenth anniversary of their landing in
North Africa, the Old Comrades* Association of the
6th Bn. of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
held their annual reunion dinner at the White Hart Hotel,
Bromley.
The annual business meeting was also held and the
Chairman, Colonel G. De Frates, was able to announce
steady maintenance of their membership. He reminded
members that part of their funds were available for benevo
lent use, although no calls had been made on it during the
past year.
The Treasurer, Mr. J. Davidson, reported a balance
of £62.
Officers reelected were : Colonel W. Nash (President),
Colonel De Frates (Chairman), Messrs. C. Sayers and E.
Davies (Joint Secretaries), and Mr. J. Davidson (Treasurer).
At the dinner, Colonel Nash presided and the toast
to "Absent Friends" was proposed by Mr. Leslie Pyrke.
"The Regiment" was proposed by Maj.Gen. W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., Colonel of the Regiment, who spoke
of the Bn.'s achievements in the first world war.
Maj.Gen. Oliver emphasised the value of reunions
brought about by oldestablished institutions such as Old
Comrades' dinners.
Replying, Colonel Nash said there were two very
important days in his life—when he joined the Bn. in 1912
as a 2/Lt., and when he was recalled to raise the Bn. again
in 1939. "I felt I had a great tradition to live up to
because I remembered the story of what this Bn. had done
in the first world war," he said. Late, in a P.O.W. camp
in Germany, news leaked through from time to time of their
brilliant exploits.
" The Guests " was proposed by Colonel De Frates. He
said that the Regiment had never had such publicity or
prestige before and a leading part in this had been taken by
their Colonel, Maj.Gen. Oliver.
Among the other guests he mentioned were Lt.Col.
L. F. W. Jackson, C.O., 4th Bn., Maj. J. D. Stocker, and
Maj. R. E. Moss.
Maj. Stocker replied cn behalf cf the guests.

Ex" B " COMPANY, 5th

S

BATTALION

ATURDAY, the 1st of November, saw the climax of
our Bee Year, to be celebrated, in due style, by our
Annual Reunion on the 29th. The latter, of course, will be
well over by the time you read this, and will be fully
reported in the next.
Our Darts Cup Competition was concluded on the 1st
and we offer our warmest congratulations to our Hon,

Treasurer, Mr. F. C. Johnson, in defeating Albert Manvell,
the holder, in a very closely fought final. Johnnie has never
been renowned for his darts prowess, so it is worth recording
that he beat some of the toughest of our darts players to
reach the stage of champ for the year. Makes a change,
however, to have a different name on the Cup! Hard luck,
Albert. Still, you will have the consolation prize as runner
up. »
The Prize Bee Competition this year has been a very
close thing between two bods. Indeed, during the past two
years, these two bods have remained at the same level all
the time. Came the decision to make, however, we called
up the reserves and produced—" The ' Bangers'' Pot "—so.
for the honour of being No. 1 and to receive the Snows'
Tankard—Dick Hale and Alex Cameron played 301 up one
game, and Dick won.
Congratulations to you both. This prize is presented
to our most consistent supporter during the previous year—
other winners excluded, and we feel this is small reward for
such a valiant effort. Still, as they say, no reward is asked,
such as there is lies in the pleasure gained from being with
one's pals so often during the year.
And now—on with the Dinner.
Best of luck to all readers, and Bangers!
" Nightingale."

11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

C

OMRADESHIP, esprit de corps, and discipline was
the keynote of the speeches after the dinner of the
Association on Saturday , 8th November, 1952, at the
Falstaff Restaurant, Eastcheap, London.
Such was the treasured reputation of the Bn. in war
and such has been the case since.
Mr. A. E. Grant, the Chairman, presided over a splen
did feast, at which over a hundred sat down, sixty of whom
were members of the Bn., the rest guests and friends.
The Padre of the Association spoke the stirring words
of the Exhortation as Mr. W. W. Toorner, M.M., with an
escort, lowered the Association Standard in salute to our
departed comrades.
The President of the Association, Maj. A. J. Jimenez,
M.C., in proposing the toast of "The Regiment," welcomed
Brig. A. R. Riddell, C.B.E., A.D.C., who, a very distin
guished member of the Regiment, well represented The
"Queen's Own" and its Colonel of the Regiment. Maj.
Jimenez felt very sorry that Maj.Gen. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.,
could not be with us also, but he was attending the 6th Bn.
dinner, a prior engagement, and had sent his best wishes.
Col. W. V. Palmer was unable to attend, and Col. Eason
unfortunately was too ill to be present, to our regret. As
President, he welcomed his old comrades, and was happy
to note that the old spirit of esprit de corps was still present.
He thanked the Committee for the hard work done for the
Association during the year.
We cannot forget Len Dawson, who does so much
for us.
He congratulated Capt. A. V. D. Morley, M.C., on a
very successful year as Chairman, and hoped that the present
Chairman will have an equally successful term of office.
This being the 21st year of the formation of the Associ
ation, the Chairman had asked him to make a small presen
tation tp our Honorary Secretary, for his work over thqt
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period and in celebration of the Association reaching its
majority.
The President recalled the circumstances of the begin
ning of the Association. How that Mr. Dawson approached
him and, together with Capt. C. F. Hall, a start was made.
Over a hundred responded to the first Press notices. The
presentation, a Regimental Plaque, was made, with loud
applause. The President then gave the toast, " The
Regiment," coupled with the name of Brig. Riddell.
Replying to the toast, the Brigadier (President of the
London Branch P. and P. Association) said that the
Regiment had stood for over 200 years with splendid com
radeship, esprit de corps and discipline.
The presentday soldier was as good as ever, and our
lads in Malaya give a good example.
The Regiment, he said, is a first class show and will
remain so. He was very grateful for being invited
The Mayor of Lewisham (Alderman G. T. Harman,
J.P.), in proposing the toast of "The Association and its
Chairman," said that he had studied the history of the Bn.,
which is placed in the Mayor's parlour, and wished to
acknowledge its gallant achievements in the past, which
bears out an old saying that " Lewisham leads."
The Chairman, responding, thanked the Mayor for his
generous tribute, and it was gratifying to know that the
Bn. holds such a high place of honour in the Town Hall.
He expressed great pleasure at the continued support
by the members of the Association and welcomed warmly
the presence of the Yeomanry contingents led by our old
friend Jenkins. He went on to say that many letters of
apology had been received. Amongst those who had written
were Messrs. Henry Price, M.P., Alec Mee, G. H. Cockell,
and Colonel D. J. Dean, V.C., whose absence was his first
on such occasions.
R.S.M. A. J. Hayley and Q.M.S. Alf. Waterman were
detained at Maidstone preparing for the Remembrance Day
celebrations there. He mentioned also that Len Dawson,
as Chairman of the West Wickham Branch of the British
Legion, considered it his duty to ask to be released from
attending the Association Annual Service at St. Lawrence,
Catford, in order to attend the Legion ceremony at his
home. Mr. Grant hoped for a full attendance at their own
service.
Len Dawson, in proposing the toast of " Our Guests,"
said that he felt rather shy because of the unexpected
present. So long as he had the full support of the mem
bers he would carry on with his job to the last man, and who
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that may be, well, God alone knows. That is the spirit
of our Association. He felt very happy in welcoming a
good representation of the Services and that it was a great
privilege to have them here with us.
It is a great compliment to the Association to have
Brigadier Riddell present and hopes that he will be present
again next year in the company of the Colonel of the
Regiment.
He asked the Brigadier to send a message of good
wishes from the Association to the 1st Bn. in Malaya, and
said that we were privileged to have the Padre of the
Depot, the Rev. E. J. Kingsworth, with us, who in the last
war had held the rank of Major in the Royal Artillery.
He thanked our Padre, the Rev. Gerald E. Hudson,
M.A., for the great help he has given so willingly to the
Association. It was a pleasure to have Sqdn.Ldr. R. M.
Martin, R.A.F., Maj. S. R. Hogg, D.S.O., M.C., Lt.Cmdr.
O'Brien, D.S.C., Paymaster Lt. Morgan, R.N., present; also
Alderman Bartlett, who had made a pilgrimage to France
with the Association nearly 20 years ago. It was good to
see the London Branch represented by Mr. L. Remfry
(Chairman), Mr. R. F. Wilks (ViceChairman) and Mr. W.
Coles (Hon. Secretary), and he was delighted to welcome
Mr. A. Rumacres, of the Lewisham Borough News, who
had been so good to the Association in many ways.
Maj. Hogg, responding, said that he was very grateful
to Mr. Dawson for his kind remarks and wished to have
the honour of participating in the message to the 1st Bn.
He, as Brigade Major in the 41st Division in the first world
war, had enjoyed many happy months in the company of
the Bn. We have heard of the wonderful comradeship,
discipline and esprit de corps of the unit, and in conclusion
he deplored passiveness.
Sqdn.Ldr. Martin supported Maj. Hogg on behalf of
the guests, and said that it was a privilege to be invited to
this happy function. He was proud to be a member of the
junior service as he is of the men of the 191418 war. He
closed by saying that the R.A.F. owes much to the Army.
The speeches were over by 9 o'clock and members then
spent the rest of the evening with old friends, many of whom
had travelled long distances to join in the Reunion.
Remembrance Day Service
Moral rearmament rather than physical would be the
best contribution towards world peace, was the theme of
the Association's Padre, the Rev. Gerald E. Hudson, M.A.,
Vicar of St. Lawrence Church, Catford, at the Association's
Annual Service of Remembrance, for its heroes who have
passed over the border.
The service opened with the Association's Standard
being received by Mr. Hudson at the chancel steps, who
draped it on the altar.
Messrs. L. Eves and J. Woodhall escorted Mr. W. W.
Toomer, M.M., who carried the Standard, after which the
Association's Chairman, Mr. A. E. Grant, placed a wreath
of poppies beneath the memorial plaques—a tribute to our
dead.
The Bn.'s colours, won in 191418 and placed in the
care of the church, hung high in honour over these tributes;
a silent witness, of which we of Lewisham are justly proud.
Our thoughts wandered over the 37 years of days grim
and gay, of the glorious friendship and comradeship which
was ever, and still is, a feature of " Lewisham's Own."
Losses of men such as our beloved leader, Col. Corfe,
whose name is enshrined in this holy building, which has
so many memories for us, were grievous blows. But there.
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the Association will go on and the precious link with that
church, which has stood the strain of so many years, will
be maintained to the last man.
The Association was privileged to play an intimate part
in the service, because our Chairman and ViceChairman
(Capt. C. B. Smith) took the collection.
A grand service ended to the strain of Walford
Davies' noble music, "Solemn Melody." We filed out of
the church feeling a duty well done and quiet thoughts of
satisfaction filled our minds.
On behalf of the Association, I send sincere greetings
to all members and Branches of the Association for
Christmas and the New Year.
" Pte. Banks."
CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

T

HE monthly meeting, held on Friday, 14th November,
1952, with Mr. S. Terry in the Chair, went off very
well; numbers present were kept down owing to fog, but
we all were most pleased to welcome Mrs. Clarke, her sister,
Bessie, and brotherinlaw, Len. Their presence added to
the enjoyment and gaiety of the evening.
The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. L. Clarke, reported a profit of
£2/10/0 on the Maidstone Reunion in October, and the
Chairman said that the Social there was a most enjoyable
one and added, it was promised that the Tannoy system
would be improved on next year.
The Chairman thanked all those members of the
Branch who attended the Penge Civic Service of Remem
brance. The Branch contingent, led by the ViceChairman,
Mr. R. F. Wilks, created a very good impression, in com
pany of members of the 4/5th Bn. of " The Queen's Own "
and Army Cadets, together with other local organizations
of the district.
A letter of thanks was read from the Clerk of the
Council of Penge, on behalf of the Chairman, which
expresses appreciation of the Branch's cooperation and
valuable contribution towards the smooth running of the
proceedings and hopes that it is a forerunner of many other
occasions where Mr. Wilks' help and assistance in organizing
will be called on.
We are grateful for this tribute to Mr. Wilks and the
members who supported him. Regarding the special effort
made recently on behalf of our Standard Fund, a profit
of £13/14/3 was recorded, which the Chairman stated was
very gratifying, and above our expectations.
He thanked all those who assisted in the event, and
those who so generously supported it. The happy result
was that the Fund total shot up to £37/12/7, a very credit
able performance in just over a year and within £2/15/7 of
the sum needed to purchase the Standard.
It had been decided to draw on Branch Funds to com
plete the effort and the Honorary Secretary instructed to
order the Emblem, which he reported had already been
done, with highest satisfaction. Who will carry the Standard
has not been decided, but whoever does, must expect a
severe course of training in preparation for the Reunion
next year. A proposal by the Hon. Secretary that the Rev.
F. A. Wainwright, B.A., Vicar of St. George Church, Cat
ford Hill, should be invited to become the Branch Hon.
Padre was unanimously adopted. Mr. Wainwright has
taken great interest in the Lewisham Association and this
Branch for several years, and the writer feels that the invita
tion will give the Vicar great satisfaction and pleasure. Two

main events in the Branch calendar were decided with the
result that the Annual General Meeting will take place on
Friday, 8th May, 1953, at Branch Headquarters, at 8 p.m.,
and the Annual Dinner on the following day, Saturday,
9th May, 1953. Details will be given later. All members
and friends of the Branch are asked to make note of these
functions and to make certain of attending them. The Chair
man reported that arrangements were on hand to make a
coach outing in company of the London Branch, to the
Wainscott Workers' Institute, near Rochester, where, with
the Maidstone Branch and the Institute, a darts competition
will be played.
I guess that the Catford Choir will be prominent in
the social proceedings, which will no doubt follow. It will
be remembered that the Branch paid a visit to Wainscott
some time ago, and enjoyed a very happy evening, which no
doubt will be repeated. The Entertainments Secretary of
the Institute, Mr. E. G. Keeler, is an honorary member
of the Branch and Mrs. Keeler and Mr. Gregory are wel
come visitors when they are able to attend our functions.
It had been hoped that Mr. L. Remfry would have attended
the meeting, but his letter received the following day told
me that duty prevented his appearance (to our regret), but
hoped to see us at the B Company Dinner and Dance on
29th November, 1952. Mr. Terry warmly welcomed Mr.
W. Bryan, an exSgt. of the Regiment, to the membership
of the Branch, and hoped that he would find happy com
radeship and evenings with us.
A whist drive will be held at the next monthly meeting
and all members are asked to come along. A knockout
darts competition was started, which caused much fun and
interest, which continued to the call of " Time."
In closing I wish to mention Mr. Remfry's tribute to
the 11th (Lewisham) Association in his letter.
"I thoroughly enjoyed the 11th Bn. Dinner, and thought
it a grand show, especially so many of that grand Bn. turn
ing up after all these years."
Thank you, Len, I am sure that they will appreciate
highly your words.
Once again it is my privilege to tender, on behalf of
this Branch, the very best of good wishes for Christmas
and the New Year to all Branches and members of the
Past and Present Association.
May world peace bless us all in the year to come.
" Ravensbourne:"

CHATHAM BRANCH

O

UR annual general meeting was held on 1st November,
the chair being taken at 7.45 p.m. by Mr. L. W.
Davison. The election of officers took place, which resulted
as follows: Chairman, C. J. Williams; vicechairman, S. L. T.
Thompson; hon. secretary, George Anchors; treasurer and
representative at Regimental Headquarters, Joe Wright;
standard bearer, S. Smith; assistant standard bearer, G.
Anchors; vicepresidents, Alf Tapp, M.C., Maj. H. M. Smith,
M.B.E., S. L. T. Thompson; branch correspondent, W.
Williams, committee, B. C. Munchin, E. E. Empett, Miskin,
and C. J. Williams. Maj. R. W. Brothers (Life President)
warmly welcomed a new member, E. V. Tregunno, ex 1st
5lh Bn., and asked all present to endeavour to enrol at least
one new member. He also proposed that the branch should
send special Christmas greetings to the 1st Bn. in Malaya.
Jot Wright put many good suggestions to the Branch, chief
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of which was to increase the membership. Maj. H. M.
Smith most generously contributed £5 towards the Branch
funds. A letter from Frank Sutton, now in Canada, said
we. should not be surprised to see him turn up at Boundary
Road to see the dear old familiar faces. All those who were
present at the " Get together " at the Depot on 18th October
said they enjoyed a most happy evening. C. J. Williams
won the booby prize (cigarettes). In 1890 the age for enlist
ment in the Regular Army was 18 years of age, and in the
Militia 17 years. I enlisted in the East Kent (Buffs) Militia
after completing my six weeks' preliminary training. 1 told
a sergeant 1 wished to join the Regulars, and he asked my
age. 1 replied, 17 years and 5 months. He then said " Yon
b....y fool, you don't know your own age. You are 18
and a month." I was duly enlisted and proceeded from
Canterbury to Maidstone Depot to join The Queen's Own.
Christmas greetings to all past and present members of The
Queen's Own, and the 1st Bn. in Malaya.
W. Williams, Ex 2879.

LONDON BRANCH

T

HESE notes should, of course, commence with news of
cur monthly meeting, but I shall depart from the ortho
dox and tell of our visit to Maidstone to join the other
Branches at cur annual " Gettogether " cn Saturday, the
18th October.
We were due to leave at 6 p.m. and notification had
been sent to say, " Be present between 5.30 p.m. and 6 p.m."
At 5.30 p.m. we had Mr. and Mrs. Elson, daughters Rose
and Daphne with husbands, Len and Mrs. Remfry, self and
wife. Bill Brewster and son present. Soon afterwards came
George and Mrs. Newman, Mr. Hardy, Trel'or Thomas and
friend, Tom and Mrs. Silk, "Paddy" Leary, Messrs. Smith
and Ellis and friends. At 6 p.m. we were still awaiting Ted
Tickner and wife, but as they had not arrived by 6.15 p.m..
commenced our journey.
We had, between 5.30 p.m. and time of departure,
wasted no time, as having made the Cranbourne Hotel our
rendezvous, decided the inside of the hotel was better than
the inside of the coach. We commenced the trip, therefore,
fully fortified. In Lewisham we spotted our absentee and
picked him up, the party then being complete. The journey
was broken en route near Maidstone, when we were lucky
enough to pull in just prior to the Catford and Bromley
Branches, imbued with the same idea—a rest and a pint.
The publican was taken by surprise when about a hundred
thirsty people, in a very large bar, clamoured for beer. With
only one assistant he manfully did his utmost to serve all at
once. At aproximately 7.50 p.m. we went into the huge
hall and the merry evening began.
Most of the items of note have been recorded, so I
shall touch only on those of interest to us which may not
have been mentioned. The visit of Bill Brewster and Sid
Terry called for the " Green Eye of the Little Yellow God,'"
and there was no doubt that this was the most applauded
" turn" of the evening. It always raises a laugh and.
although rusty and without rehearsal, Bill and Sid per
formed manfully, fully deserving the terrific round of
applause at the end.
We missed Dick Hay ward this year, and Johno, also
Alf. Beauchamp, but we had our normal gang there, most
of them travelling with the Catford and Bromley Branches.
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We had General Oliver in our party for a short time; he
commanded our shining C Coy. in Secunderabad for
several months before going to the Staff, and he amused us
more than a little with his story of the two mess tins !
Jimmy Hammond and I were C.S.M. and ColourSgt.
respectively at that time and, as " Busty " Cannacott was in
our party, " Shining C " of those days was well represented.
The usual speeches were made, the Band of the Buffs
played very well indeed, the raffles went well, and everyone
had a really fine evening. Some of our party went along
to the Sgts'. Mess for a while, and I noticed Dick Bayliss
and George Hooker in good form.
1 saw many old friends from other Branches, and was
very surprised to meet Capt. W. R. Mackay (having
travelled down with the Gravesend party), with whom I
served my " Barrack services' " apprenticeship. He has a
very keen interest in the Regiment although a Sapper, and
having served with the R.A.S.C. He was looking extremely
well and obviously in his usual good form. I hope to per
suade him to come along to the London Branch at one of
our meetings in the near future.
We found it a bit difficult to gather our forces together
for the return journey and it was almost 01.00 hours ere
we reached the Cranbourne. Most of us managed to secure
a taxi service and were soon on the way home. Altogether
a very pleasant evening. So once more we say, " Thank
you, Maidstone, and we'll be along next year."
There was quite a large gathering at our meeting, held
on the 31st October, there being 44 members present, and
five ladies. It is nice to see the ladies among us, helping
to collect the raffle tickets, taking round the Benevolent
Fund box and, of course, adding colour to the meeting.
Those present on this occasion were Mrs. Harry Elson and
daughters Rose and Daphne, both married to two stalwarts;
although not of our own Regiment, two splendid supporters
of the Branch in all matters. Their keenness does them
credit and must put to shame some of our own Regimental
members who pride themselves on their esprit de branch ! !
Mrs. Newman was again present and Mrs. Lake, who is also
never absent. Grand spirit amongst our ladies.
Our President was on parade, and it was good to see
Jimmy Hammond again with us from the wilds of Maid
stone ! Johno was there, too, and I was pleased to see so
many of our preWorld War 1 members. They seem to me
to be the pick of our Branch. We all have our pet ideas
on the army—which days were the hardest; who of us are
toughest; whose training was the stiffest; but these boys—
and they are still boys of " The Queen's Own "—just say,
" Well, there's no doubt about it, we went through much
more hardship than you ' ever sinces ' did." And they don't
budge from that, and who can blame them ? They are the
band we of the younger school salute and say, " Come along
and let's hear you ' bum your chat'; we can take it !
1
hope they are spared many more years to attend.
We stood for one minute in silence in memory of
" Darbie " Cumings, a grand old member of the Branch,
who had recently passed away. We were informed by his
Brothers of the R.A.O.B. It was only a few months back
that I mentioned in these notes how well he was looking and
how much I had enjoyed a chat with him. At that meeting,
" Darbie " gave a note to be raffled for the Benevolent Fund.
We extend our deepest sympathy to those nearest and
dearest to him.
The suggestion that an album to which members
should voluntarily present a photograph, in uniform or
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mufti, new or old, to suit the member's requirements, has
now been given full approval by members for its purchase,
so if it is noticed that the sales of photographers are mount
ing, put it down to the London Branch Album. The album
should prove an interesting item in a few years' time.
There were three invitations to functions of other
Branches and I hope all were very successful. We
thoroughly recommended attendance in all cases and we
were pleased at Shornclilfe's offer of accommodation.
B Coy of the 5th Bn. were holding a dinner and dance, the
11th Bn. dinner and Shorncliffe Branch dinner at Sandgate.
We regret to hear of the illness cf Mrs. Bredon and
trust that she is now fully recovered, and Maj. A. S. Bredon
will be with us at our next meeting. We regret, too, that
Algy Orchard is so sadly stricken, and trust that with time
and care he will be restored to better health.
Major Bredon's enforced absence caused our genial
ViceChairman to once more step in the breach on our
behalf, as he had to stand in for the presentation of the
Regimental wreath, an honour for the Branch indeed, on
Trafalgar Day. A vote of thanks was accorded Harry, who
was present with Mr. Page, another of our stalwarts. Mr.
Edwards signified that he would only be too glad on any
such occasions to volunteer his services, and we hope the
Branch avails itself of this kind oiler.
A trip to the Kellers Hall is being arranged for
January 10th. More of that later.
" Scotty " has requested me to repeat thanks for the
most generous way our Branch was treated at the " Get
together," and especially these who treated him so kindly.
He thanks you.
We had been urged by Len Remfry, our Chairman, to
give in our names for this thing and the other thing, that
it came as no surprise when Len, a little flustered at the
number of questions being fired at him, replied, when asked
to whom our names should be submitted for a certain
function : " Oh—the Colonel of the Regiment." Roars of
laughter at Len's discomfiture.
More next month.
" The Spider."
MAIDSTONE BRANCH

W

E extend our hearty greetings for Christmas and for
a peaceful 1953, to all members both Past and
Present of " The Queen's Own " and sincerely hope we shall
all have better times to come.
Of course, our important event during November was
Remembrance Sunday, when as has become the practice in
Maidstone, a goodly gathering of Branch members attended
a service and observed silence at the Maidstone Town
Memorial, together with other exService associations and
various contingents of like associations, e.g., the Red Cross,
W.V.S., etc. We were again favoured with ideal weather
and following the ceremony at the Town Memorial, all local
exService associations, headed by " The Queen's Own "
Past and Present marched to the Regimental Cenotaph in
Brenchley Gardens, where another short service was con
ducted by the Rev. Canon C. B. Sampson, Vicar of All
Saints', Maidstone. Wreaths were laid on behalf of the
Past and Present and by His Worship the Mayor (Alderman
Mrs. Relf), on behalf of the people of Maidstone. With
our present paidup membership of over 100 it would indeed
be much appreciated if more could really get along on
Remembrance Day. Of course, there are many who are

unable to get public transport facilities early on Sundays,
or for other reasons are unable to come along. We should
also welcome widows and other relatives who have, unfortu
nately, lost their dear ones in the two great wars. Dmr.
Boulton, who is on the Permanent Staff of the Regimental
Depot, gave excellent renderings of " Last Post" and
" Reveille " on each of the above services.
We were pleased and proud to see the many photo
graphs in the November edition of "The Queen's Own
Gazette" of H.R.H., the CoicnelinChief's visit to the 1st
Bn. in Malaya. Everything appears to be in "The Queen's
Own " tradition and style; a most historic occasion for the
Regiment, which, no doubt, will be remembered by all
members of the Regiment who are serving in Malaya.
The Maidstone Joint Council of exService Associa
tions, of which our Branch is a constitute association,
ventured on a new line on Saturday, 15th November, 1952,
by holding a dance and social evening. This was mainly
due to the kindness of Maj. R. E. Moss (Officer Command
ing) allowing the function to be held in the Gymnasium.
The function had the full support of the many local ex
Service associations and was very well attended. Unfortu
nately, the Committee which arranged the function was very
small and had not roped in the many assistants required to
run such a show. However, no doubt they have noted these
little defects and will take them into consideration should
they try to run a social again.
On Saturday, 29th November, "The Bossom Tennis
Challenge Cup" was presented by the donor, Mr. Alfred
Bossom, M.P., to the R.A.F. Association, who were the
winners for the 1952 season. We had held very high hopes
of retaining the trophy, but somehow our team just did
not make it, and finished the season runnersup. We con
gratulate the R.A.F. Association on their very fine per
formance, for the only two points they lost in the competi
tion were to our team. We hope to recover the trophy, all
being well, next year.
We were pleased to have news from Tom Vidler, who is
now an inmate of The Royal Hospital, Chelsea. He is
keeping fairly well and we hope to see him this way in the
New Year. News was also received from Joe Wright, of
Chatham Branch, enclosing a list of the lucky people who
drew a horse in a sweepstake he had dealings with. The
Shorncliffe and District Branch, held their annual dinner
on the 29th November and arrangements were made for a
small representative party from our Branch to attend. We
do hope they had a successful evening. We are also very
glad to hear that Lt.Col. A. A. Eason has recovered from
his recent illness and that Mrs. Eason is also making a
steady recovery.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Jan.

6, 1953—Games, versus Old Contemptibles Association, 7.45 p.m.
a t ExServices Club.
J a n . 10, 1953—Social Evening with London a n d Catford Branches a t
Wainscott Club, Frindsbury. Coach will leave from The
Barracks, a t 6.30 p.m. (Ladies are cordially invited to
come along).
J a n . 16, 1953—Branch Annual General Meeting o t The Barracks, a t
7.45 p.m.
J a n . 27, 1953—Games, versus R.A.S.C. O.C.A., 7.45 p.m., ExServices
Club.
Feb. 2, 1953—Small Bore, The Barracks, 7.30 p.m., versus R.A.S.C.
O.C.A.
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Our Committee are due to meet on 10th December to
draw up and submit Branch Rules to be placed before the
Annual General Meeting in January next. A great dis
appointment was caused in our last games fixtures by the
British Legion failing to turn out a team. No explanation
has been received to date, but, no doubt, it will be forth
coming in due course. Our next match is versus the Royal
Naval Association (Maidstone Branch) on 2nd December,
with shooting on the 8th. J hope to report favourably on
these events in my next news.

Civil and Military Tailors
and Outfitters
97 New Bond Street, London, W.l
Telephone ' Grosvenor 50!678

TONBRIDGE

AND

TUNBRIDGE

WELLS

W

HAT it is hoped will prove a successful winter season
was inaugurated on Saturday, November 7th, by
an enjoyable dance which took place at the T.A. Centre in
Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
As an experiment, and in view of the fact that they
have no headquarters of their own in the town, an invitation
had been extended to the local branch of the R.A.F.
Association to cooperate with the function, and a very
pleasant fraternization of the two branches and their friends
resulted: upwards of 200 dancers occupying the large drill
hall.
The bars of both the Sgts". Mess and the recreation
room were thrown open to the guests and, needless to say,
were enthusiastically patronized, while dainty, light refresh
ments were served during the evening.
The Branch was honoured by the presence of Maj.
Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., the Colonel of the Regi
ment, while others present included Brigadier and Mrs.
Lomax, Lt.Col. and Mrs. Jackson and other officers of
the 4th Bn. Dancing was kept up until 11.45 p.m. and it is
hoped that this will prove the forerunner of many similar,
enjoyable functions.
The annual general meeting of the Branch took place
at the T.A. Centre, Tonbridge, on Wednesday, November
19th, under the presidency of the Chairman, Maj. N. S. C.
Elmslie. The attendance of members was, unfortunately,
rather smaller than had been hoped for, but it is probable
that the really atrocious weather conditions—heavy rain\
which later turned to the first snowfall of the winter—was
to a certain extent responsible for this. Following the
usual proceedings that open a meeting, minutes, etc., the
Hon. Treasurer, O.R.Q.M.S. J. Breadon, gave a detailed
report of the financial position of the Branch. The election of
officers for the year followed, and in almost every instance
resulted in a reappointment. First it was unanimously
decided to ask Col. W. Nash, M.B.E., T.D., the Hon.
Colonel of the 4th Bn., to again consent to act as President.
With acclamation, Maj. Elmslie was reelected as Chairman.
The two perhaps most important officers—Mr. T. Latter
and O.R.Q.M.S. J. Breadon, Hon. Secretary and Hon.
Treasurer respectively—were also reelected. With the
exception of Mr. J. Brown, who had written requesting that
his name should be omitted, the Committee were again
asked to serve and the meeting concluded with a vote of
thanks to the Chairman.
Following the annual meeting a short business meeting
of the Committee was held, in which arrangements for
future functions were discussed, and a further meeting fixed
for Wednesday, December 17th.

Special Export Facilities
Our Representative will wait upon you where and
when you so desire, and at our premises every
courtesy and attention is assured to both old and
new customers
Emergency Service: Tailormade Uniforms to
individual measurements within 48 hours
Branches at
CAMBERLEY, ALDERSHOT, CATTERICK,
RAMSEY, I.O.M.
Appointed Tailors to over fifty Regiments and Corps

GRANTS

THE
QUEEN'S OWN
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ASSOCIATION

FOUNDED
PATRON:
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS. PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OF KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT:
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E,
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN:
COLONEL W. V. PALMER
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER:
LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. The Barracks. Maidstone.
BRANCHES:
BRANCH
Bromley
Chatham
Catford & Distriot ..
Deptford

&

District

Gravesend

,.

Guernsey
London
Maidstone
Sevenoaks
Shorncliffe
Tonbridge &
Tunbridge Wells
..
6th Battalion
7th Battalion
8th

DETAIL OF MEETINGS
SECRETARY
Last Saturday each month. 8 p.m., United
Mr. A. Smith,
Service Club, Bromley.
12, Gladwell Road, Bromley, Kent.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
Mr. L. W. Davison .. Mr. J. E. Wright,
Hall. Boundary Road, Chatham.
"Royson" 43, Blaker Avenue, Rochester.
Second Friday of each month, at The
Mr. S. Knight,
Mr. S. J. Terry
"Prince
of Wales," Perry Rise, Forest
215, Ridge Road, Sutton, Surrey.
Hill, S.E. 23.
Mr. J. W. Reed,
Mr. A. H. Fifield
At "Brown Bear," High Street, Deptford.
55, Barthon Street, Deptford, S.E.8.
S.E.8. Last Saturday, each month.
Mr A. Wood
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
61. Kings Drive, Gravesend.
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June
Maj. R H. Thatcher Mr. E. Godfrey. 3. Cordier Hill, St. Peter
First Monday of each month.
Port.
Mr. L. Remfry .... Mr. W. A. Cole.
Last Friday each month, at "The Cran
23. Hertford Street, London, W.I
bourn," 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane.
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Mr. H. Carman
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
The Barracks, Maidstone.
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone
Mr. C. Culver,
2, Vine Court Rd., Sevenoaks, Kent.
LtCol. I. R. Lovell, Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Fourth Friday of each month, 7.30 p.m.,
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
" FleurdeLys," High Street, Sandgate
Major N. S. C.
Mr. T. Latter Stapley,
Third Wednesday of each month, T.A.
Elmslie.
27. Shakespeare Road, Tonbridge.
Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
Lt.Col. G. K.
Mr. C. Sayers,
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel.
Defrates. D.S.O.. M C.
59. Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
Mr. E. Goodman
Mr. E. Hills.
Alternately London and Gravesend annually.
4, St. Aidan's Way, Gravesend.
1st Saturday in April.
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
23. Morton Gardens. Wallington. Surrey.
Mr. Stanford,
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Mr. A. E. Grant
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
6, Bramley Way, West Wickham.
Mr. J. Mingay
Mr. F. W Sales,
Meeting first
Tuesday each month, Holly
16. Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath. S.E.3.
Hedge House, Blackheath.

CHAIRMAN
Mr. S. G. Lewis

Battalion

10th Battalion
11th Battalion
20th (London)

Additional Member:
Mr. M. R. Audsley, M.S.M, 54, Spur Road, Orpington. Kent.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriplions are:
Life Membersnip: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/, Other Ranks, 1/.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2/ to Life Members.
All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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A worthwhile contribution to Kent's
industrial effort is made by the Swan
Mill Paper Co. Ltd., makers of fine
paper products. These include:—

SOFTEX TOILET TISSUE

O

FFICERS of the British

ELASTA AND POLKA CREPE PAPER
SWAN SERVIETTES

Army have been

banking with Cox & Co. since 1758 — the

year in which Mr. Richard Cox was appointed

GARLANDS AND CARNIVAL NOVELTIES
FANCY WRAPPING PAPERS

Army Agent by Field Marshal Lord Ligonier —
and Cox & Co. have also been Official Agents to
the Royal Air Force since its inception.
Lloyds Bank absorbed this historical connection

HOUSEHOLD STATIONERY

in 1923 and the modern Banking Service now
provided still preserves the tradition of individual

Swan Mill Paper
C

O

M

P

A

N

Y

L

S W A N L E Y ,

I

M

I

T

E

attention to customers' needs.

LLOYDS BANK
L I M I T E D

D

Cox's & King's Branch,
6 Pall Mall, S.W.I

K E N T

Telephone: SWANLEY JUNCTION

2386/2388
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