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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt."
The White Horse of

The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."

Kent with the motto " Invicta."

" Vimiera," " Corunna," " Almarez," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " Punniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwal," " Sobraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " " Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Maine. 1914," " Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914."
" Messines, 1914, T7." " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg." "Loos,"
" Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," "Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " FlersCourcelette,"
" Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," " Ancre Heights," " Ancre, 1916, '18" "Arras, 1917 "18." " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917,"
" Oppy." " Pilckem," " Langemarck, 1917," " Menin Road." "Polygon Wood." " Broodseinde," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai.
1917, "'18," "St. Quentin," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux," " Lys," " Hazebrouck," " Kemmel," "Amiens," " Bapaume,
1918," " Hindenburg Line," " Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," " Courtrai," " Selle," " Sambre," "France and
Flanders. 191418," "Italy, 191718," " Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumani," "Egypt.
191516," "Gaza," " E l Mughar," "Jerusalem." "Jericho," " T e l l 'Asur," "Palestine. 191718." "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" S h a r q a t , " " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks. Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record

Office—Warwick.

Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The Carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment (M.G.)
Allied Regiment of

the New Zealand Forces:

The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
4th Bn. (T.A.)

Battalions:
Shorncliffe.
Tonbridge.

ColonelinChief. H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver. C.B.. O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major C. H. Keenlyside.

" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:—
Officers. 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with a
Unit of the Regiment, should address their MSS. to the SubEditor of the Battalion with which they are serving; otherwise
direct to the Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone. The Editor can net undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite request
is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of address,

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
ColonelinChicf: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent. C.I.. G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B.. O.B.E.
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B.. M.C.
..
Talbot. D. E. B. D.S.O.. M.C. .
BoothTucker. J. M. D. .
Heygate, E. S., M.C.
Martyn, A. ..
Andrews, D. H., M.C.
Jackson. L. P. W.
Elliott. G. G.. D.S.O.
Brooke, H. J. S., O.B.E. .
Hazletoll, B. E„ D.S.O.. M
Pawcett. G. P.
Spurr. E. C.
Stoneham, B. J. R.
Keenl.vside, C. H.
Moss. R. E. ..
Fyler. A. R
Buckle, P. C. M. ..
Flint. A. J. M„ M.B.E.
Crook, P. E., O.B.E.
Read, M. R., M.C.
Butler. R„ M.B.E.. M.C.
Courtney, G. B.. M.B.E., M.C.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L„ M.C.
Jackson, D. W.
Thomas, R. C. W„ O.B.E
Bailey. J. D. B.
Archer, M. G. M„ M.C.
Rickcord. M. B.
Turner. P. R. H.
Dowse. R. K.

Gwilliam, D. H.
Faulkner, D. O.
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring. H. B. H.
Eason. J. A.
Brock. J. H.
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth. G. U.. M.B.E
Dover, V.. M.C.
Clarke. H. W.
White. R. K„
Willis. C. F.
Roper. I. H.. M.C. . .
Monckton, D„ M.C.
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman. E. G, M.C.
Hunting, K. M.
Buike, R. A., M.C.
Henning. P.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Myers, P. O., M.C.
Ruffell. D
Macmillan. H. A.
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.
Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R.
Tug well, M. A. J.
Clarke, C. S.
Campbell. D P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Bosworth. P. R.
Dodson, K. ..
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin. P. J.
Norton. J. D.
Lygo, J. R

Appointments
4/R.W.K.
(T Col.i. U.K. Service Liaison Staff,
New Zealand.
MAJORS
. (T Lt.Col.l 214 Group H.Q.. R.P.C.,
M.E.L.F.
Hamburg Transit Unit. B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) 1 R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/Buffs.
IT Col.i U.S. Command and Staff
College, U.S.A.
(T/Lt.Col.) A. A. G. Western Comd.
1/E. Surrey.
1/R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Standing President C.M.. H.Q., H.C.D.
Depot. R.W.K.
2/K.A.R., E. Africa.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Rl. Can. Sell, of Inf.
H.C.B.T.C.
Leave U.K.
Grn. Adjt. Gibraltar.
M.A., Paris.
1/Para. Regt.
G.S.O. II Eastern Comd.
Language Course. Hong Kong.
Int. Corps Depot   Language Course
at London University.
G.S.O. Ill H.C. Dist.
1/R.F., B.A.O.R.
l/Middlesex.

CAPTAINS
R.A.R. Staff College.
Mons, O.C. Sell.
Adjt. S.A.S. Sell, of Inf.
(T/Maj.) B.M.. 133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
1/Nigeria Rgt., W.A.
(T Maj.l Br. Ser. Mission. Burma.
Staff College.
1/R.W.K.
I T/Maj.1 N.C.T.B.C.
1 R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
2/3(Kl Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
1 Sierra Leone Regt,., W.A.
H.Q. SubArea. Nairobi,
4/R.W.K.
12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt.. T.A.
Min. of Supply.
Depot R.W.K.
Adjt. 17 Para. Bn., T.A.
1/R.W.K.
H.C.B.T.C.
1 R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Grn. Adjt. Nairobi SubArea.
H.C.B.T.C.
H.Q.. Farelf.
Eaton Hall. O.C. Sell.
G.S.O. Ill H.C. Dist.
1/Para. Regt.
LIEUTENANTS
W. Africa.
H.Q. 27 Inf. Bde. Farelf.
1R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
IT/Capt.) A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/Middlesex.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
Names
Thrift, K. G.. O.B.E.
Allen. R. H. D.. Af.C., T.D.

Mines, R. C. E., M.B.E.
Pond. B. A., M.B.E.
Si Vers, A. E., M.M.

1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTERS
.. (Major) 4/R.W.K.
i Major) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K,

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M.. B A.O.R.
D.A.D.P.R., B.A.O.R.

CAPTAINS
Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S.
Grimshaw, W.
Peirson, G. H.
Russell, H. C„ M.C
Holman. L. J.
Cox, A. G. ..
Marsh, H. W.
De Havilland. V.
Miller. D. S.
Bell. T. D. ..
Douris. I. A.
Evans, E. A.
Desmond, M. F.
Galilee, R. J., M.C
BrooksHarrington, E.
Mugford. N. D.
Burbridge, I. C.

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Rgt.
P. & E.E., Pendine
iT/Maj.) 4/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
(Awtg. Transfer to R.C. Sigs).
B.A.O.R.
iT/Lt.Col.) Army Ops. Research Gp.)

o

Grn. Adm. Unit Celle, B.A.O.R.
H.Q.. S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Hamburg Transit Unit. B.A.O.R.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
S/Capt. A. Fd. Records.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
Depot R.W.K.
H.C.G.T.C.
S/Capt. War Office Q6.
Adm. Offr. No. 2 Army Basic Trades
Centre.
S/Capt. A.G.3 (a) War Office.
Lancastrian Bde. Trg. Centre.
H.Q.. W.A.A.S.C. (W.A.).
G.H.Q. Fd. Records. M.E.L.F.
Mil. Correction Est., Colchester.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P., B.A.O.R.

Huckle, G. S.
Gibbons, A. ..
G'arr, A. S. A.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Deed. E. A.
Jones, F. J.
Mannering, L. A.
Mott, D. H.. M.M.

LIEUTENANTS
Walters, B. C. H.
Andrews. L. G.
Allen, W. D.
Pullen, G. W.
Mansfield. A. P.
McDowell, P. B.
Abplanalp. V. C.
Ellwood, K. S.
Allberry, R. F.
Davis. B. A.
Willis, D. W.
Dinsdale, J. W.
Scouller. J. A.

1/R.W.K.
B.A.O.R. 'R' List.
(2/Lieut.).
(T/Capt.) C.O.D. Branston.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
S/CapL Q. Northants Dist.
Depot & Trg. Est. R.M.P.
East Africa Trg. Centre. E.A.
I T/Capt.) P.S.S. Lingfield.
4/Malay Regt., Farelf.
Sig. Wing. Sell, of Inf.
H.Q. 3 Inf Bde. M.E.L.F.
12 Lieut.) H.C.B.T.C.

QUARTERMASTERS
Watts. A. E„ M.B.E.. T.D.
..
IMajor) H.C.B.T.C.
Blake, A. G.. M.B.E
(Capt.) H.Q. Hamburg Dist. B.A.O.R.
Cook. E. S
(Capt.) Depot R.W.K.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash.

W., M.B.E.. T.D.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Brounlie. C. A. de B.. Af.C.
MAJORS
Bird. C. W. L.. T.D.
Coombes. A. H.. T.D.
Meyrick. K. C.

Stocker, J. D.. Af.C., T.D.
Waring. A. R. H., T.D.
Warner, J. K., Af.C. T.D. (2ic).

Roper. I. H., Af.C. (Adjt.).
Ford. A. H.
Hayes. J.

CAPTAINS
Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood. D. W. J.
LIEUTENANTS

Bobby, J.
CulverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.

Pennells, H. D. A.
VanHassell, M.

2ND LIEUTENANTS 
Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P.
Stock, P. R
Leigh. P. S
Howlett. G. H. W.

MAJORS
..
..

2ND LIEUTENANTS
Duggan, H. R.

Atkins, G. A. H.

QUARTERMASTER
Mines, R. C. E. (Major), M.B.E.

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
Baker. L. B. C. (2/Lieut).
Leys, C. T. (2/Lieut.).

Maclay, J. N. (2 Lieut,),
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"Editorial

O

N the 13th December the Colonel of the Regiment
sent a telegram to Her Royal Highness, The
Duchess of Kent, conveying the good wishes of all
ranks on the occasion of the birthday of their Colonelin
Chief.
The following reply was received: —
" Please convey to all ranks, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment my hearty thanks for their
kind message of good wishes which I greatly
appreciate."
" Marina."
$
*
0
As foreshadowed in our last issue, this copy of " The
Queen's Own Gazette" comes to you in its new cover,
which we hope you will appreciate, and thanks to the ever
willing cooperation of our printers, we are now able to
produce the whole journal in a larger type, which, wc
understand, is called "Times."
Wc have now carried out all the proposals put forward
by the Committee and it is felt that their efforts and sug
gestions have not been wasted.
It now only remains for everyone to try to introduce
new subscribers to help offset the increased cost of
production.
Wc publish opposite a list of Regular, Short Service
Regular and Territorial Officers, with their locations,
where known, which is to become a regular feature. The
lists have been checked and crosschecked, but there arc
bound to be discrepancies, so notification of amendments
will be welcomed.
As this will probably be the last issue of "The Queen's
Own Gazette" to reach the 1st Bn. before sailing, wc
would like to take the opportunity of wishing them good
fortune on their tour of duty overseas.

It is with deep regret that we report the death of
Colonel F. J. F. Edlmann, D.S.O., O.B.E., J.L., J.P., who
was for some years Honorary Colonel of the 5th Bn.
Wc offer our heartiest congratulations to the 1st Bn.
on winning "The Young Soldiers' Cup," with a lead of
20 points over their nearest opponents, and also on obtain
ing third place in "The Prince of Wales Cup," at the
A.R.A. Meeting.
A very fine achievement.
Readers will remember that in the December issue
there was an announcement on page 255 that Mr. L. W.
Dawson proposed to organize a Pilgrimage to Ypres and
other places of interest, at Whitsun next.
There has already been a good response, but the
number is not yet sufficient. It is 'hoped, therefore, that
those who would like to participate or are interested in
the project will write to Mr. Dawson (6, Bramley Way,
West Wickham, Kent) not later than the 31st January.
This may be the last opportunity to travel in an organized
party of the Regiment.

3

Social and Personal

V

ISITORS lo Regimental Headquarters during the
past month included: —
Lt.Col. R. M. Lees;
Brig. E. W. D. Western, D.S.O.;
Capt. W. W. Stitt;
Maj. R. Love;
Maj. J. T. Leigh; and
Capt. Baseley,
who was proceeding to East Africa on the day following
his visit. He is taking up an appointment as Inspecting
Officer of Prisons in Tanganyika.
*
#
9

9
We offer our heartiest congratulations to Mr. and
Mrs. M. R. Audsley, who celebrated their Diamond
Wedding anniversary on Christmas Day.
*
e
*
*
Lt.Col. C. A. Collard writes from Blantyre,
Nyasaland:
" I have recently seen Robert and Mary Moss out
here; he is 2nd i/c., the K.A.R. Bn., stationed in this
territory, but have not yet looked up Brig. Whitty in
Southern Rhodesia.
Do you know of any others in
Central Africa from the Regiment ? "

*

*

*

Maj. G. B. Courtney, M.B.E., M.C., writing from the
United Service Club, tells us that he is now enjoying a
"wellearned" leave, and departs for Addis Ababa at the
beginning of next month.
Maj. R. K. Dowse, in fulfilment of a promise, has
written a most interesting letter. The following are
extracts: —
" I hope that by now you will have received my
letter enclosing a list of all R.W.K. personnel serving in
Korea. I certainly haven't forgotten the article for "The
Q.O.G." on the country and campaign and will promise
to write immediately on our return to Hong Kong.
{Ed.—The date of the letter was 26th November,
1950, and our readers are, of course, aware that circum
stances altered the possibility of a return to Hong Kong.)
" We had hoped to be on our way there by this time,
but owing to the Chinese Communist intervention we
have been retained. We are still optimistic and hope to
be in H.K. by Christmas, but I fear the chances are grow
ing slighter ! I think our fate mostly hangs on the out
come of the offensive that started two days ago. At present
it appears to be going fairly well but is sticky in places.
"It is now extremely cold out here with temperatures
down to 20 or 30 degrees below freezing at nights and
often not rising above freezing point all day. Winter
clothing has started to come through and we are all fairly
comfortable—in fact. I still prefer to live in the open
rather than risk the fleas, lice, etc., of a warm cookhouse.
" All my best wishes to you and all members of the
Regiment for a very happy Christmas."
*

«



*

Wc are indebted to Maj. R. C. E. Mines, M.B.E., and
Capt. Carey for the information that Maj. Johnson, whom
many will remember as C/Sgt. of B Coy., 1st Bn., just
before the outbreak of the last war and later was com
missioned and served in both 4th and 6th Bns., is at
present in Millbank Hospital. We understand his condition
is now satisfactory and that he is making his recovery.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
6, Brightland Road,
Old Town,
Eastbourne.
17//; December, 1950.
Dear Sir.
Could you inform me as to the joining of the "Old
Comrades' Association " ? 1 have been out of touch with
them now for several years. Do the 1st and 2nd Bns. have
their annual dinner still, or is it just a gathering of "old
timers"? I feel I should like to meet some of the old
Indian whallas of the early '90's. The last time I attended
a dinner was in Maidstone; should think about 17 to 20
years ago. Mr. W. Snell was Secretary about that time.
Should like to have all the information possible; hope
I'm not putting you to too much trouble.
1 enlisted in October, 1891, was drafted to India in
December, '92, landed in Karachi, 13th January, '93, from
the last of the old Indian troopships. " Malabar"; she did
her last trip in '94.
1 came home with the 1st Bn. from Malta in
December, 1902, and returned to Malta again in April,
1904.
Will close now.
Yours in anticipation,
W. Knight.
Late No. 3121, Bdsm. W. Knight, 1st Bn.,
Queen's Own R.W. Kent.
P.S.—Anyone at Maidstone who may remember me,
please give them my kind regards; old " Paddy " McGee,
for instance, if still in the land of the living.
W.K.
" Briardene,"
Manor Road,
Taunton,
Somerset.
16//; December, 1950.
The Editor,
" Queen's Own Gazette,"
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.
Dear Sir,
I notice that in the current issue of " The Queen's
Own Gazette," Mr. G. A. Cheeseman asks for a list of
officers serving with the 2nd Bn. in Mespot. in 1915. Speak
ing from memory. Col. Pedley was in command, with
H. D. Belgrave as Adjutant, and WoolfeFlanagan as
2ndinCommand, also Kitson, Dinwiddy, Graham,
Searight, Hardy, Hart, Gray (Q.M.), Howe. I remember
Mr. G. A. Cheeseman, but as I got gounded at Nasyriah
in July, 1915, my memories are now a bit vague as to
names.
I
death
served
at the

am indeed sorry to see the announcement of the
of Col. H. D. BuchananDunlop, with whom I
in the 1st Bn. from 19011908, and afterwards
Depot from 19101913.

With all good wishes for Christmas and the New
Year.
Yours sincerely,
Charles R. Ingram.

Dear Colonel Eason,

54, Brettonwood Avenue,
Umbilo, Durban.
17//; November, 1950.

My latest "Buster" calls for formation signs for the
Regimental Museum. In case they may be of any use, I
am sending a pair of " Rhinos." 1 must say what they
are right at the beginning or no doubt you will wonder
what on earth has landed on your desk. It needs quite a
stretch of the imagination, I think you will agree, to pro
duce any connection between the enclosed and a
rhinoceros. Apart from anything else they are not in
their pristine beauty for they were worn on my jungle
green every day for nine months or more and through a
monsoon in ops. They are the sign of the 11th (East
African) Division, the only complete formation of East
African troops to leave the shores of Africa; true there
was an independent brigade which did some sterling work
in the latter stages in the Arakan, but they were in a
mixed division. 11th (E.A.) Div. joined the party in July,
1944, at Palel, halfway between Imphal and the Indian
border at Tamu. .So it was our honour and privilege to
carry on the good work started by 4 R.W.K.. for it was
their division we relieved, and from their point of view it
was just in time, for that was when the monsoon started.
No one who has not been in Burma can understand the
full import of that last phrase !
Johnny Jap. relied on our not being able to follow up
during the monsoon for getting back and regrouping on
his o.utpaced supplies. It was 1 1 (E.A.) Division's job to
see that he didn't get that breather; it was said that no
British or Indian formation could operate in that country
during the monsoon, so the powers that be picked on
1 1 (E.A.) Div., and I believe there was a lot of truth in
that. We plodded and struggled down the Kabaw Valley,
otherwise known as Death Valley—very appropriately. It
was just solid jungle with one indescribable cart track.
1 could write a book about it, but our war correspondent.
Gerald Hanley, made a noble etfort to describe it in
" Monsoon Victory" (Collins), so I'll make my potted
history short by saying that we achieved our objective,
(he Chindwin River at Kalewa, in early December. Here
we crossed and established a bridgehead, enabling the
world's biggest Bailey Bridge to be built—1,090 feet.
Across this and through us into the open country beyond
went 2 Div. (I think it was) with all its tanks and armour
—and you know the rest.
To the best of my knowledge I was the only R.W.K.
officer in 1 I (E.A.) Div. I was going to say the only
member of the Regiment, but it is possible there may have
been some B.N.C.O.s in one of the other units—we were
so spread out that it would have been impossible at the
time to find out. I was operating with the leading A.S.C.
unit and as we were totally supplied by airdrop—yes, even
the rum ration—you can imagine the fun we had collect
ing, sorting and issuing everything, from jeep engines,
boots, petrol, arty, and S.A. ammunition, potatoes and
fresh meat to mail from home, especially when the planes
dropped continuously all day and often only stopped at
4 p.m. so that wc had to clear and laager the whole lot by
six when it got dark, so that wandering Jap. patrols could
not help themselves. Looking back, they were good times
and in many ways easier than the present, for one literally
lived for the hour and if tomorrow came—well it was a
good show but not particularly expected.
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All soldiers' reminiscences are boring to others who
have not shared the same experiences, so I'll just add that
if the enclosed should be honoured with a place in the
Regimental Museum, I am only too glad to give them.
With all good wishes to yourself, especially for the
coming Christmas and New Year, I am—
Sincerely yours,
Desmond F. Hackforth.
Mr. S. W. Scott,
31. Rue Manuel,
Lille, France (Nord).
Dear Sir,
As an exWest Kent (C Coy., 4th Bn.), 1 found this
newspaper cutting of interest, no doubt some other 4th
and 5th Bn. chaps will do so also. Is there any possibility
of the names of " The Queen's Own" personnel being
published ?
The last time I saw C Coy., 4th Bn., was at Bagdad,
before their move to Burma; they were not very happy
about guarding " the Big White House " for 24 hours.
I should like to have news of Ptes Rosser and Bread,
but I suppose that is not possible, or could H.Q., 4th T.A.
Bn., of Tonbridge, help in that respect ?
Yours very sincerely.
S. W. Scott.
A BATTLEFIELD REVEALS ITS DEAD
THEY HAVE LAIN THERE 8 YEARS

Cairo, Tuesday.—The bodies of 100 British war
heroes who died at EI Alamein are to be buried at
last—after lying eight years in the open desert.
Together with 80 Italian dead, the British bodies
on Hill 77—the most advanced Italian position in the
battle of El Alamein—have been guarded since 1942
by a ring of minefields.
Now an Italian War Graves Commission party
has succeeded after 19 attempts, in reaching the bodies
of the men of the 4th Hussars, the Royal West Kent
Regiment and the Green Howards, who died attack
ing Hill 77 on October 25th, 1942.
Among the dead they discovered in a foxhole
what is believed to be the skeleton of the Italian com
mander, Prince Ruspoli, a member of one of Rome's
oldest princely families.
Count Paolo Caccia Dominioni, who led the War
Graves party, said the battle area on Hill 77 was
intact.
" As far as I can see, no living soul has reached
the place since the end of the battle," he added.
Arms, ammunition and burntout lorries were
scattered around.
Only seven Italians survived the furious British
assault on Hill 77, but it was never occupied by the
attackers.
Count Caccia Dominioni, who estimates that he
has driven more than 2,000 miles through western
desert minefields in the past two years, removed nine
bodies.
He plans to return this month, probably accom
panied by members of the British War Graves Com
mission, to rebury the rest of the bodies in El Alamein
cemetery.—A.P.
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Dear Colonel Eason,
D Company
After reading the article " Patrolling in Penge," I
realize that when I sent it in, it was without a covering
letter, and for this I do apologise.
The same patrol was out again last Tuesday on the
same ground, and the conditions were somewhat Korean,
since there had been quite a fall of snow, and this had
not in any way been disturbed.
Although the feeling on these patrols is perhaps a
little lighthearted, it was realised last week that a great
deal can be learned. It became immediately apparent that
patrolling in snowy conditions is impossible without the
suitable Camouflage equipment, and my own memory took
me back to patrolling in Italy, where we were issu:cl with
such equipment, as are the troops in Korea.
As far as our patrol was concerned, the exercise was
a combined recce, and lighting patrol, the former setting
out with a definite objective, which having reached, two
men were sent back to fetch up the lighting patrol.
This advancing by bounds to the final objective was
carried out across the entire grounds of the old Crystal
Palace, suitable atmosphere being created by the use of
smoke generators and thunder flashes.
One lesson
definitely learned was to avoid the skyline, even on the
darkest of nights.
At the conclusion, a visit was again made to the
" Smoky Joe's " for hot char, and thence by trolley 'bus
to the Robin Hood, a run down to the Pawlene Arms,
and a smart march back to the Drill Hall.
Yours faithfully,
D. W. J. Wood.
(Georgie Wood.)

15//; December, 1950.

The Editor,
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
Dear Sir,
The excellent letter written by "Private Banks," pub
lished in your November issue, should act as an incentive
to the hesitant and give encouragement to the potential
pioneer of a new branch.
It is suggested, however, that "The Queen's Own
Gazette " may not reach all those for whom this corres
pondence has been intended, but it is understood that the
Colonel of the Regiment is considering the matter and
may contact the Kentish Press with the view of the publi
cation of an appropriate article on the pleasures derived
from membership of a Branch and the Past and Present
Association.
It should be, also, the desire of all members of the
Association to act as enthusiastic recruiting officers so
that more past members of the Regiment may be
encouraged to join. Furthermore, why not try to increase
the circulation of " The Gazette," the only source of news
of the Regiment, the Branches and the Old Comrades'
Associations.
Yours faithfully,
" ExIrregular,"
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Dear Sir,
Col. H. D. BuchananDunlop, C.M.G., D.S.O.
It was with deep regret I read the obituary notice of
Col. BuchananDunlop, who I had visited as late as
October 8th, when, although he had been involved in a
car accident some days before, was looking very well, and
drove me from his house to Deal Station.
Having served under the Colonel as a Sgt. and as the
Regimental Sergeant Major, 1 know his sterling worth,
which was fully mentioned in your notice. No one did
more for the honour of the Regiment during peace and
war than Colonel Dunlop, and, the memory of his many
good deeds, if not recorded in Regimental History, will
remain with me to the end of my days.
Yours sincerely,
R. Brown.
Lt. Col. J. R. Williams,
1 Canterbury Regt.,
P.O. Box 1024,
Christchurch.
5th December, 1950.
Dear Eason,
1 am writing to give you a
brief report on the first postwar
Regimental Dinner of the Officers
of our Bn., which was held on the
13th of last month.
During the evening Colonel
Dennis Talbot, D.S.O., M.C., on
behalf of the Officers of your
Regt., formally presented the Silver
Rose Bowl, which was received by us in August last, to
the Colonel of our Regiment, MajGen. Sir Howard K.
Kippenberger, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., E.D., who accepted it
on behalf of our Officers.
In a most appropriate speech, Colonel Talbot said he
had been charged by the Colonel of your Regiment, Maj.
Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.. to present the Rose Bowl,
and briefly gave its history from 1890, as a part of the
Mess Silver of your 2nd Bn. and your reconstituted 1st
Bn. Colonel Talbot then, to use his own words, delved
back into Regimental History—yours and ours—for a short
time.
He referred in particular to the history of our alliance
and also the alliance of the 2nd Bn. of The Canterbury
Regt. and The Durham Light Infantry, which were both
approved by H.M. the King in 1913, and said that he con
sidered our two Regiments had so much in common that
it was only natural that they became allied. As he saw
it there were five main and very good reasons for the
alliance, which was as follows: —
Firstly, the geographical connection by reason of
the Cathedral City of Canterbury being in Kent and
despite the fact that it houses the Headquarters of
The Buffs.
Secondly, the military connections. The Canter
bury Regiment is the senior Regiment of the Royal
New Zealand Infantry. Your Regiment could also
trace its history back a very long way to 1755. The
first British troops (other than the Marines who accom

panied Captain Cook) ever to tread the shores of
New Zealand were a Company of the 50th from
Australia in 1834 on a rescue mission.
Thirdly, both Regiments have the same Regi
mental March, "The Hundred Pipers." The March
was adopted by 50th shortly after it returned to
England after the Maori Wars.
Fourthly, our Regiments have many of the same
Battle Honours, gained during the South African and
Great wars. As "The Queen's Own" had at one
stage in the last war no less than five Bns. serving
in the Middle East, our Regiments should once more
gain similar Battle Honours.
Fifthly, a definite afinity between our regimental
mottoes.
In conclusion, Colonel Talbot stressed the importance
of keeping our alliance alive, not only from the regimental
point of view, but also to keep strong the bonds that bind
New Zealand, as we say, to " Home." He also urged any
members of our Regiment who might be going to England
to visit Regimental Headquarters and attend any of the
Regimental gatherings.
Colonel Talbot then read the following message from
General Oliver: —
" All of us in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment are intensely proud of the regimental affiliation
which exists between us and the Canterbury Regiment of
New Zealand.
" Our Regiment has a long association with your
country, and for some time it has been the wish of the
Officers of ' The Queen's Own ' that some visible sign of
our joint alliance should be given to the Officers of the
Canterbury Regiment.
" We felt that the occasion of the reforming of your
Regiment was a most suitable occasion on which to do so.
Fortunately, we have in New Zealand a representative of
' The Queen's Own,' who tonight speaks for us all when
he asks you to see fit to accept this Rose Bowl with our
best wishes for the future.
" We hope that it will be a constant reminder of the
close association that exists between the two Regiments,
and more than that, we hope it will remind you also that
if ever anyone from the Canterbury Regiment visits the
' Old Country' he is assured of a hearty welcome from his
brother officers and men in ' The Queen's Own.'
"Our ColonelinChief, Her Royal Highness The
Duchess of Kent knows of, and approved, this presenta
tion. Indeed, I have been commanded by Her "Royal
Highness to send you, on her behalf as ColonelinChief,
her warmest greetings on this special occasion and her
best wishes for the future of The Canterbury Regiment."
Accepting the Rose Bowl on behalf of the Officers of
our Regiment, MajGen. Sir Howard K. Kippenberger
thanked Colonel Talbot for the presentation and for the
sentiments that went with it.
The General then entertained lis for a while with
reminiscences from his service as an officer with the Regi
ment between the two wars. While much of what he
said was in humorous vein, we were reminded of the
struggle which the Territorial Units had had to exist in the
volunteer days from 19301939.
A very enjoyable evening was spent by all and Colonel
Talbot was able to meet all our active Officers and some of
those on the Regimental Reserve.
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The Bowl was much admired by all and our alliance
will be greatly strengthened by the presentation and more
so by the sentiments and interest that go with it.
Wishing you the compliments of the season.
Kind regards.
Yours sincerely,
J. R. Williams, Lt.Col.
C.O., 1 Bn., The Canterbury Regt.
Lt.Col. A. A. Eason,
Regimental H.Q., The Q.O.R.W. Kent Regt.,
The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent, U.K.



OBITUARY
COLONEL H. D. BUCHANANDUNLOP

Colonel Charles F. Hitchins writes: —
S one who had many years' real friendship with Col.
H. D. BuchananDunlop, C.M.G.. D.S.O., in peace
and war days I venture these few lines, feeling that
they will not be amiss in remembrance of one who was
in many ways an outstanding personality, a very brave
determined commander in the field with a sense of duty
that was felt by all those under him and who was never
afraid to be outspoken when necessary on military matters.
Finally, he loved his regiment and all that regimental life
and history meant. He passed out of the R.M.C., Sand
hurst, and was commissioned into The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment early in 1898, and except for a short
time in 1917, when he did service with the Machine Gun
Corps, gave his life's work to his regiment.
His war service began when the 1st Battalion, which
was in 1914 stationed at Dublin, left for France as part of
the British Expeditionary Force. The regiment was in all
the heavy fighting at Mons, the Condc Canal, and during
the retreat to Le Cateau and CrepyenValois. Dunlop was
wounded and came home for a short rest and later joined
the 3rd Special Reserve Battalion. The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, then in the Thames and Medway
defence at Fort Darland, near Chatham. Dunlop rejoined
the 1st Battalion in November, 1914, took over command
and was in much heavy fighting. He was awarded the
D.S.O. in 1915, and was mentioned in dispatches seven
times, and was made a C.M.G. in 1919. He served in the
Waziristan campaign of 191921 and commanded the 1st
Battalion of the regiment in India from 1921 to 1925 and
was promoted colonel in 1926. He commanded the 144th
Infantry Brigade from 1927 until his retirement from the
Army in 1931.
(Republished from " The. Times," December 30th, 1950.)

A

PTE. G. BORRETT

With deep regret we announce the death of George
Borrett on the 24th November, 1950.
Pte. Borrett, G., was a member of the Bn. from 1935,
proceeded to France with this Bn., was taken prisoner at
Dunkirk.
Whilst a P.O.W. he contracted T.B., which eventually
caused his death.
His funeral took place at Sevenoaks on the 1st
December and the following members of C Coy. repre
sented the Bn.: C/Sgt. Osborn. S. R.; Sat. Maynard,
W. G.; Sgt. Wood, S. A.: and L/Cpl. Roden, E. T.

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM LONDON

GAZETTE

COMMANDS AND STAFF

Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E. (18260), late
Inf., is appointed Chief of Staff, Eastern Command, 2nd
January, 1951.
REGULAR ARMY

Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E., late Inf. (20181), to be
retained on the Active List supern'y to establishment, 31st
December, 1950.
The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to
December, 1950: —
P. J. Goodwin (397901);
J. D. Norton (400001);
J. R. Lygo (397970).

be

Lts.. 22nd

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

Lt. L. G. Andrews (312344) to
December, 1950.

be Capt.,

19th

EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS

Lt. (War Sub. Maj.) D. G. H. Stapleton (156658)
relinquishes his commn., 9th December, 1950, and is
granted the hon. rank of Lt.Col.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

The undermentioned Cadets to be 2nd Lts., 26th
August, 1950: —
22183177, Jeremy Michael Lubbock (410300);
22198727, Anthony Beaumont Hatwell (412609).
The undermentioned Cadet to be 2nd Lt., 16th
September, 1950: —
22339613, Peter Richard Hatt (413076).
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

Capt. (Hon. Maj.) T. C. Coath (130151) resigns his
commn., 30th December, 1950.
Lt. (War Sub. Capt.) J. C. Whitehead, M.B.E. (58168),
to be Capt., 1st January, 1949.
Hon. Lt. Roy Douglas Graydon Poole (330707), late
Emerg. Commn., to be Lt. 23rd December, 1950.
Lt. (War Sub. Capt.) Bryan Grainger (243691), from
Emerg. Commn., to be Capt. 23rd November, 1950, and
is granted the hon. rank of Maj.
Lt. John Frederic de Symons LewisBarned (369140),
from Emerg. Commn., to be Lt. 13th November, 1950.
Lt. William Charles Laurie (321354), from Emerg.
Commn., to be Lt., 1st January, 1949.
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He: "The doctor's book says that bathing alone will
not keep you healthy."
She: "Well, no matter what it says, I'll continue to
bathe alone."
*

*

*

She (at concert): "She has quite a large repertoire,
has she ?"
He: "Yeah, and that gown she's wearing makes it
look all the worse."
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The Home Counties Group Training Centre

T

HE 1st Bn. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, stationed at Shorncliffe Camp, as The
Home Counties Training Battalion since March, 1948,
moved to St. Martins Plain Camp, on Wednesday, 15th
November, to prepare for their posting to the Far East.
Training Commitments have been taken over by the
Home Counties Group Training Centre, which began
operation as a separate unit on Thursday, 16th November,
1950. The following Barracks are occupied: Moore, Ross.
Somerset and Napier, with headquarters at Moore Bar
racks. Men who join the Home Counties Group of Regi
ments, The Queen's Royal Regiment, The Buffs, The Royal
Fusiliers, The East Surrey Regiment, The Royal Sussex
Regiment, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
and The Middlesex Regiment, will receive their initial
training here. It lasts for periods varying from six to
sixteen weeks.
Members of the unit permanent cadre who were
previously attached and badged to 1st R.W.K., now wear
the badges and shoulder titles of their own regiments.
The Home Counties Brigade Group sign has been in
existence for some time; it has seven sides representing
the seven regiments of the group, forming a ring round a
gold portcullis, part of the Arms of the City of London.
The background is formed by St. George's Cross. The
sign is worn by all ranks of the Group, whether serving
with their own or other regiments of the group, or in
E.R.E. or staff employments. It is worn on the left sleeve
of the battledress, the top of the sign being 2|in. below
the seam of the lop of the sleeve. The Group Flag flew
for the first time on Thursday, 15th November, 1950.
The new Commanding Officer, Lt.Colonel G. E. F.
Oliver, D.S.O., The Buffs, will not arrive to take over
until midJanuary.
The acting C.O. is Major J. L.
Chapman, O.B.E., of the Royal Sussex Regiment.
Other appointments are: —
2nd i/c and Sports Officer.—Major J. R. Armstrong
McDonnell, M.C., The East Surrey Regiment.
Adjt.—Captain S. H Chapman, The Royal Fusiliers.
A/Adjt.—Lieut. R. A. StratfordTuke, The Buffs.
Quartermaster.—Major (Q.M.) A. E. Watts, M.B.E.,
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
Adm. Oflr.—Major (Rtd.) G. W. Duffield, The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
Messing Officer and i/c Boxing.—Capt. F. W. B.
Abrams, The Royal Fusiliers.
Courts Martial Officer.—Captain J. Nash, The Buffs.
M.T.O.—Lieut. R. N. B. Hanlon, The Royal Sussex
Regiment.
Weapon Training Officer—2/Lt. N. Vinson, The
Queen's Royal Regiment.
P.R.I, and Unit Fire Officer.—2/Lt. P. A. Stocken,
The Middlesex Regiment.
O.C., H.Q. Coy. and i/c Football.—Major N. T.
Bailey, The Buffs.
2nd i/c H.Q. Coy. and Education Officer.—Capt. E. J.
Ransley, M.C., The Buffs.
O.C. A Coy.—Major V. W. CalmadyHamlyn, The
Royal Sussex Regiment.

O.C. B Coy. and i/c Hockey.—Capt. J. M. Jourdier,
The East Surrey Regiment.
2nd i/c B Coy. and P.M.C.—Cant. K. Osborne, The
East Surrey Regiment
O.C. C Coy. and i/c Rugby.—Major R. Butler,
M.B.E., M.C., The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.
O.C. D Coy.—Capt. N. E. Savage. The Queen's Royal
Regiment.
O.C. 2 Coy. and i/c Entertainments.—Major F. B.
Whiting, The Middlesex Regiment.
2nd i/c 2 Coy.—Capt. R. J. Symonds, The Royal
Sussex Regiment.
R.S.M.—W.O.I. W. H. Kettle, The Royal Fusiliers.
G.W.D.
4

SUBSCRIPTIONS
B/O = Banker's Order
SUBSCRIBER.

J. Langridge
A. G. Collins
H. W. Bootes
A. A. H. Webb
L. W. Dawson
N. Gore
A. Hook
W. Dadd, Esq.. M.C. (2 years)
H. A. Elson
H. W. Hall
W. P. Warren
W. Williams (6 months)
W. Roy
L. Remfry
'
C. F. Norman, M.M
G. Bishop
L. Clarke
Maj. C. B. E. Williams
Capt. H. W. Baseley
Capt. R. G. D. de Upaugh
B/O
M. R. Audsley
H. W. Maxlow
Lt.Col. Russell
D. A. Lawrence
Maj. Sir H. B. Cohen, Bart., O.B.E
C. T. Pratt
G. A. Hingley, B.E.M
R. Halsey
Mrs. J. Latham
Capt. D. H. St. Croix
W. A. Wainscot
Maj. E. B. Loveless, T.D
L. W. Dawson
Lt.Col. D. H. Mothersole (2 years)
Chatham Branch (Nov. and Dec.) ....
G. H. Cheeseman
G. R. Walsler
Capt. D. W. J. Wood
Mrs. G. Keenlyside
A. Coker
Lt.Col. F. J. Dearing, T.D
Capt. W. W. Stitt
W. N. Medcalf
W. G. Wiffen
Maj. R. Brown, M.C. (2 years)
Maj. F. J. Lander
Capt. H. Cooke. T.D.. M.S.M
Maj. E. Goodman
F. G. Athawes
J. W. Wright

£

S.

d.

5 0
5 0
5 0
5 0
5 0
5 0
5 0
10 0
5 0
5 0
5 0
2 6
5 0
5 0
5 0
5 0
5 0
9 0
9 0
9 0
5 0
5 0
9 0
5 0
9 0
5 0
5 0
5 0
9 0
9 0
5 0
9 0
1 8
18 0
16 0
5 0
5 0
9 0
9 0
5 0
9 0
9 0
5 0
5 0
18 0
9 0
9 0
9 0
5 0
5 0
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: News from
i st BATTALION

W

E are now settled
down in the un
attractive, but
not really uncomfortable
barracks on St. Martin's
Plain. Three embryo rifle
coys, have been formed
and are gradually being
built up to strength with
drafts from the Training
Centre and other Regts.
in the Home Counties
Brigade. Most regulars of
" The Queen's Own," who
are eligible for tropical ser
vice, have already rejoined
us from their recent units.
Our time is largely
taken up with leave, inoc
ulations and drawing
tropical clothing. Every
one, of course, has to
receive embarkation leave
and Xmas leave, and, where possible, outstanding privilege
leave. Also, the rear parties who guard the barracks
whilst everyone else is on leave have to have theirs fitted
in. Unfortunately many stalwarts, who had not taken all
the privilege leave for which they were eligible, have had
to be told that they won't now get it !
All this has left little time for spoil within the
Battalion, but we have been able to fit in a reasonable
amount of training. All ranks appreciate that the training
will be of use in F.A.R.E.L.F., so it seems less tedious than
it might have done without this incentive.

H.Q. COMPANY
Once again we are in the throes of moving, packing
and training, all in preparation for our impending move
to F.A.R.E.L.F.
We have said goodbye to our friends in the
H.C.G.T.C. and they have now to fend for themselves,
although we still have to give them the privilege of using
our Band and Drums for their passingout parades.
Much of our time is now spent on either Hythe or
the 25 yard range, getting used to our new weapons, and
getting our "eye in" so to speak.
Many new faces have appeared in the Company.
Firstly, our new Company Cmdr., Capt. V. Dover, M.C.,
and we hope his stay is a long and happy one; also the
Battalion Drill Instructor, C.S.M. Armstrong; Company
"Q," "Soapy" Bowles; and the great "Gilhooley," Sgt.

Battalions :
Simmonite, the Int. Sgt. To these and all who have joined
us from far and wide, we extend a hearty welcome.
St. Martin's Plain is now a hive of industry, with
N.C.O.s and Battalion drill parades, guard mountings with
the Band and Drums, demonstrations of patrols (most
realistic) carriers, mortars, antitank, signalling and the
issues of "jungle green."
Preparations are now in hand for the Xmas season,
and all the Battalion children are anxiously looking
forward to the Xmas Party which is being held in the
Battalion N.A.A.F.I. I wonder if the fathers are ?
It is also rumoured that the C.S.M. is going grey with
worry, as all the postings are either on leave, or due for
leave on arrival; but for all the ups and downs, Cpl.
" Harry " Proctor is still as firm as a rock in the office—
" what a stand back" ! They also say that " Drummy "
is to be Father Christmas—what a figure ! What will
they think of next ?
" Jungle Jim."

" A " COMPANY
When the 1st Battalion reformed on 15th/16th
November, 1950, A Coy. took over the role of a rifle
Coy. from which the Battalion's three rifle Coys, would
form.
By 1st December this task was completed and, at
least on paper, the rifle Coys, were reborn. At the present
time life is one long organization for the advance party,
rear party, issues of kit, inoculations, vaccinations, Xmas
leave, Battalion parades and training for the jungle. If
the jungle is more difficult to get through than the mass
of paper at present being received, we should be issued with
pens mightier than machetes before we start.
However, it does seem as if the worst is over and
that we can now begin to see the proper shape of the
unit.

" B " COMPANY

We are glad to be able to report that B Coy. now
exists in its own right, with a sufficient number of quali
fied soldiers to fill such specialized jobs as " Companyoffice
storefiremaker."
Though we are very proud of our newly found
independence from A Coy., we have moved the office no
further away than to the next hut. There is no doubt that
when it comes to such administrative difficulties as an
imprest account or difficulties of supply such as drawing
pins, we are very grateful for their help.
All beginnings are difficult, and the Coy. Comdr. was
forced to employ a great variety of such qualities as an
ingratiating " Good morning," fair powers of endurance
.and a certain amount of fieldcraft to collect all those bits
and pieces that make a company office a company office.
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The whole Coy. thus established, is happy first of all
to congratulate Cpl. Friend on his recent marriage and
wish him all the best of luck in the future.
The second great event in the life of Ihe Coy. was.
undoubtedly, a spell of three consecutive days spent under
antarctic conditions on the range, yet though wc were
not issued with the antarctic scale of clothing, there were
no casualties, while those like the " Co.mpanyofficestore
fircmaker" positively enjoyed the fresh air of Hvthe.

" C " COMPANY
C Company's birthday is on 1st December. It was
on that Friday that we were given birth to by A Coy. We
are glad to say that mother and child both seem to be
reasonably healthy.
Sgt. Smith, Cpls. Le Prince and Dawson, and L/Cpl.
Dooley had the honour of being the first N.C.O.s in the
Coy.—in on the groundfloor so to speak ! Lt. Campbell
joined the Battalion on the same day and took over com
mand of the infant. We have grown a little since then,
but have by no means reached our full stature yet.
C.S.M. Hills has joined us from the 4th (T.A.) Bat
talion, and 2/Lt. Watkins has joined us from Eaton Hall.
We have also acquired Sgts. Wilde, Brown, Bolting and
Sawyers, M.M.. and Cpls. Heyfron, Levitt, Tidy and
Bryant. Security, however, prevents us from mentioning
our Privates !
Our activities at the moment consist of feverishly
administering ourselves, drawing and issuing stores and
clothing, trying to scrounge office stores, trying to
remember to get our returns in on time, and trying to
keep warm.
Our Advance Party have drawn their tropical kit and
commenced a course of "jabs." They go on embarka
tion leave in the very near future.
Surprisingly we have managed to fit in a fair amount
of training—most of it designed to fit us for our probable
role in F.A.R.E.L.F. This requires a lot of imagination
since Coy. detail usually reads: "Dress: Greatcoats,
gloves." Nevertheless, we advise all ranks to " enjoy the
cold while you can."
Sport has not yet made its appearance, but we have
been allotted a Coy. colour—blue—and hope that our
various teams will eventually distinguish themselves.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Having at last handed over the duties of Cadre Party,
Support Coy. is beginning to take shape. The C/Sgt. is
still looking for items of clothing, notably denims, that were
lost by the Cadre Party and, consequently, is even more
harassed than before. He has an able henchman in L/Cpl.
Barker, who seems to have access to a limitless supply of
stores. If anything is missing he will " find " a replace
ment.
Although the platoons of Sp. Coy. are formed, they
are not yet very large and very little specialist training
has been done. The Mortar Platoon, however, seem well
stocked with bombs and go to Lydd every week to fire.
There have been no casualties so far. The Mortar
Platoon Comdr. has yet to return from his course !

I he recent cold spell has caught everyone, except
the C.Q.M.S.. unawares, and his stores seem to be the
most densely populated area of the camp.
Most of the Coy. are, at the moment, going on,
returning from, or on leave.
The Coy. Comdr. has gone today until after Xmas
and the advance party go on 20 December. Those who
are not on leave are suffering from "jabs," and even
more will be suffering this afternoon, as the M.O. is
"doing his stuff" again.
The order of battle of the Coy. at the moment is:
Coy. Comdr.: Maj. P. C. M. Buckle;
2nd i/c.: Capt. T. V. Upton;
Mortar Platoon Comdr.: 2/Lt. J. D. Norton;
M.M.G. Platoon Comdr.: Lt. J. S. Fletcher;
A/Tk. Platoon Comdr.: 2/Lt. P. J. Goodwin;
Asslt. Pnr. Comdr.: 2/Lt. J. D. DePury;
C.S.M.: W.O.II Nicholls;
C.Q.M.S.: C/Sgt. Ingleby.

SERGEANTS' MESS
Since our last contribution, much hard work and
plenty of goodwill has succeeded in producing a Mess—
cosy in comfort and warm in friendship.
We take this opportunity of welcoming to the Bat
talion and Mess, C.S.M.s Tidey, Armstrong, Jackson,
Hills and Dallen, C/Sgts. Griffiths and Hanson and many
Sgts., the names of which, through lack of space, we will
have to omit, but who will be introduced to you in future
issues. Some are old members of " The Queen's Own,"
others have joined us from other Regiments of the Group.
But to one and all, "We are pleased to have you with us,
and may your stay be a long and happy one."
Social life in the Mess is well under way. A very
successful dance was held on Thursday, 7th December,
1950. Sgt. Leach and C/Sgt. McCracken proved them
selves able M.C.s; Sgt. Dutton (A.C.C.) provided an
excellent buffet with C.S.M. Tidey and his committee care
fully watching to ensure that the evening they had so
carefully planned, went with a swing.
We have also instituted Saturday night socials, and
judging by attendances to date, the efforts of the Enter
tainments Committee are well appreciated.
All members are now looking forward to the highlight
of the season, "The Xmas Draw"; this is taking place in
the Mess on Wednesday, 20th December, 1950. C.S.M.
Nicholls and D/M. Watts can be seen most nights
furtively returning from town carrying parcels great and
small, and it's rumoured that many members have sent
away tor lucky charms to bolster up their chances of a
nice, fat, juicy duck or a bottle of whisky.
We are also hoping to hold a farewell social and
dance in the Mess on Saturday, 6th January, 1951, two or
three days before the Advance Party leaves for
F.A.R.E.L.F.
Before closing, all members of the Mess wish all
exmembers a merry Xmas and a really happy New Year.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G.,"
The Barracks,
Maidstone. Kent.
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" B " COMPANY

SUPPORT COMPANY

Our activities over the past month, whilst progressing
in accordance with the Training Programme, have not
resulted in any events of great news value, except that we
attained third place in the Brigade InterCompany Com
petition last Sunday, 10th, in spite of some "efforts."

A quiet month has passed all too quickly and we can
almost feel the hot breath of Santa Claus' reindeer on the
back of our necks already. Everybody bemoans the fact
that " Money is very tight this year," or " There isn't the
money about," but somehow we cannot move in the
streets of Tonbridgc and Tunbridge Wells for the hundreds
of people around doing their Christmas shopping.

Our darts league is now well under way and at the
moment Cpl. Head is well ahead and playing like a
champion. Great interest is likely to be shown in the
performances of the "office members" !
With news so scarce we can but wish all members of
the Bn.,' and indeed, all past and present members of the
Regiment a happy Christmas and a New Year free of
"flaps" of all natures.
Query: Who had a stiff neck on Sunday, and why ?
" Busy Bee."

" C " COMPANY
Well, here we are, well into December and getting
very near the festive season.
There has not been a great deal of activity recently,
and, I am afraid, very little to report.
On the 10th inst. Coys, sent a representative team to
Shoreham, Kent, to fire a competition set out by the
Brigade Commander; T understand this has to be repealed
at intervals during the year, to improve the shooting of
Bns. On the date mentioned above the weather was
absolutely filthy and, of course, the results of the shooting
suffered accordingly, and I can tell you that there were
no tears when it was announced that firing for the day
had finished; in fact, the writer is still coughing his bloom
ing head off. Never mind, the little " dicky bird " was
still chirping merrily on the range.
Well, Tuesday, the 12th inst., is the day when you
come up to the Drill Hall and salute twice and draw your
bounty. What a difference to .1930 or thereabouts, when
we did the same for 30/. Never mind, they were happy
days and we often look back and remember the fellows
who were with us then.
On the 13th of this month we cease to have parades
or training of any description as the Drill Hall is being
taken over by the Post Office authorities for a Parcel
Depot, so all wc shall see for the next fortnight will be
Postmen and Post vans dashing in and out of the gate and
shouting inquiries as to which bag a parcel for "Slocham
by Sea " should be put; this usually brings forth a series
of place names which are all different.
On the 19th we are holding a Social in the Clubroom
and all members and exmembers have been invited. It
is rumoured that the "Heavenly Twins" are to give a
demonstration of the " Samba " in bathing costumes and
ankle bells.
I think I have covered all for this month; sorry it is
such a short epistle but will try and give you more next
time.
In closing, may C Coy. wish all members and ex
members of the Regiment a very happy Xmas and a
prosperous New Year.
" Senocke."

On the Bank Street front there is still considerable
activity over the forthcoming Party, and every drill night
Sgt. Shapland may be seen presiding massively over a
very importantlooking meeting of his committee, thrash
ing out their policy and formulating plans. Treasurer,
Sgt. Smith, tells me that the project is financially sound,
but I gather that this has been achieved partly by per
suasion, partly by voluntary contributions and partly by
the fact that having got all the Coy. inside the Drill Hall
on the night that Bounty was paid. Smith locked the doors,
and standing " on guard "' with a 6pounder, refused to
open up to allow anyone out until his palm had been
crossed with silver.
Training was dislocated this month by the Fat Stock
Show, held by the local farmers in our Drill Hall one
Tuesday. All the military equipment was moved out and
in its place we had huge pigs, bullocks, cows and every
other conceivable agricultural and horticultural product.
The farmers and their friends thoroughly enjoyed them
selves, but our Caretaker, Mr. PofFley, was not so amused—
it took him, and an army of cleaners who were placed
under his command, about four days hard scrubbing to
get the place straight (and sweet smelling) again.
We did manage to fit in a very useful evening on a
cloth model exercise, which the Brigade Major had already
put on for an Officers' T.E.W.T., and which he modified
to suit the requirements of Sp. Coy. and H.Q. Coy., who
joined us for the evening.
A withdrawal exercise on a cloth model seems quite
a simple procedure, though I am sure the boys in Korea
would hardly agree, and we trust we may not be called
upon to put the theory into practice, but in case we
should ever have to carry out such an operation, we
learned quite a bit about the necessary mechanics and
hope we should be able to have a good shot at it anyway.
Other training continued steadily, but we have decided
to concentrate on each weapon in turn for a while to
increase the general efficiency in handling, but also to
ring the changes and prevent undue boredom, and this
month the Vickers Gun was receiving most of our
attention. We just missed top marks in the Brigade
M.M.G. Competition at Lydd, so with a bit more practise
there should be quite an improvement next time.
In the meantime, however, we must admit that for
the next week or so most of our energies are really
directed towards making a success of the Christmas and
New Year jollifications, which reminds me that when 1
next put pen to paper and the typist puts another fresh
carbon in her typewriter, it will be 1951, so I must now,
on behalf of all ranks of Sp. Coy., 4 R.W.K., wish every
body a very happy Christmas and a prosperous New
Year and "the best of luck."
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DEPOT

D

ECEMBER. I950, has brought many changes in the
appearance of our Regimental Depot with demoli
tion contractors removing the old Hospital Block
and now well on the way with " F " Block. In addition,
hordes of painters are around carrying out entire re
decoration of all interiors within the Barracks. Not for
getting the very severe lopping that has taken place on
the trees in front of Crimea Block; in fact, the public can
now even check their timepieces from the Barrack clock
which has been obscured for some time.
Following an inspection of the Barrack area by the
Fire Fighting Department, it was found that "Depot Fire
Orders," which have stood the test of time since reforma
tion of the Depot, were not in all instances posted in the
proper places, having been removed of recent date by the
painters. This brought about the drafting of a complete
new set of orders and Sgt. Saywell was seen for about
three days early in December proceeding about Barracks
with a wad of new orders and a paste pot rectifying
matters. All orders are now posted and we hope they will
make us immune from the ravages of fire. (But Big Chief
Scratching Pen is still receiving faint signals—believed to
come from the tribe carrying out " Lopping operations.")
During the latter part of November and early
December the Pioneer Platoon, of the 1st Bn., The
Somerset Light Infantry, were attached to the Depot for
rations and accommodation during the period they were
carrying out trials with the Royal Engineer Regiment
located at Invicla Lines.
Soon after their return to Dover and in appreciation
for the very pleasant attachment here, an invitation was
received for our Regimental Depot football team to go
down to Dover to be entertained at lunch and tea and to
play football in between. This was gladly accepted and
the 1st Bn., Somerset Light Infantry, kindly provided the
necessary transport.
Accordingly, on the 12th December our team duly
assembled under its Captain (Sgt. Saywell) and embussed
for Dover full of high spirits. On arrival the team were
received and given a sumptuous lunch with the tables duly
decorated.
Soon after, our team took the field, but much to our
dismay, instead of meeting the Pioneer Platoon team they
had, under a misapprehension, turned out their Regi
mental team. Of course, against such opposition our
team stood very little chance and by halftime the score
was Depot. R.W.K., 2; Somerset Light Infantry, 6. Even
so our team did not lose heart and continued the unequal
struggle through the second half and eventually finished
the match by losing 19 goals to 2. A highranking officer,
who was watching the match, was very complimentary to
our team on their pluck.

Following the match and after hot showers, the team
were then given an excellent tea before their return to
Maidstone, well beaten but far from downhearted.
Our thanks are due to the Officer Commanding the
1st Bn., Somerset Light Infantry, for kindly allowing our
team to go so far to receive such hospitality. The Bn. has
since proceeded to B.A.O.R., and we take this opportunity
of wishing them all the best of luck and good health for
the future.
In the middle of the month. Cpl. Mansfield departed
lor a " Rodent Control Course," which was held at Shorn
clifi'e. Armed with the necessary War Office pamphlet on
this important subject, entitled " Rats and Mice—Instruc
tions regarding the destruction of, 1941 "—Scale of issue
" C" (i.e., one per Lt.Col.'s command), with notebook
and pencil. Result of his studies have not yet been brought
to notice nor has he mentioned how he enjoyed it. The
O.R.Q.M.S. was frantically searching for the necessary
pamphlet some three days before his departure and
managed to find it as he was about to proceed to attend
the course. No doubt sooner or later there will be a
grand rat and mouse destruction drive within the barrack
area.
Capt. Macmillan managed to perform duty as Presi
dent of a couple of Cert. " A " Boards in the middle of the
month, in atrocious weather, as well as steer a steady
course through all " A " and " Q " problems during the
temporary period the Regimental Depot is without its
official Quartermaster. On top of this and on the very
day the children's party took place, the A.D.M.E. decided
to carry out a detailed inspection of all arms and instru
ments held on charge.
Without doubt the two most important events in the
past month have been the Children's Christmas Party,
which took place on the 20th, and the Annual Christmas
Draw and Dance on 21st December. A small party of
men, lent by Home Counties Brigade Group Training
Centre, arrived from Shorncliffe and under R.S.M.
Hayley's expert guidance and organization both functions
were an overwhelming success.
The children enjoyed the party immensely and to
judge by the laughing faces of the parents, they were not
alone in their enjoyment of the excellent conjuring and
Punch and Judy show given by Mr. Skinner (who,
incidentally, was one time Equipment Repairer in the
Q.M. Stores of the 1st Bn.).
Mr. "Paddy" Mullen once again look the role of
Father Christmas and gave the kiddies his advice for the
Christmas and 1951, with a view to their gelling bigger and
better presents next Christmas.
Photographs were taken as each child received its
gift. They should provide parents with a most pleasant
souvenir of a very happy party at future Christmastides.
The Colonel of the Regiment, Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver,
C.B., O.B.E., was present at the Children's Party, but due
to a previous engagement, was unable to attend the Draw
and Dance.
It was the turn of O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman to don the
traditional habiliments of Father Christmas and a brave
sight it was indeed when he entered the New Gymnasium
on his charger (Mr. Ludford and Pte. Eastaugh). Capt.
Macmillan declared the Draw open with a few appro
priate words and thanked all those who had worked so
hard to organize the show.
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Undoubtedly our many guests, and most assuredly
those who were "lucky" and obtained prizes, were greatly
impressed by the acceptability of the gifts which the Com
mittee had selected.
The gym. was tastefully decorated for the occasion
and a huge Christmas tree, delightfully decorated with
coloured lights was on the stage, the sides of which carried
some very artistic seasonal drawings. For the latter our
thanks are due to two expert Sappers from the local
Engineer Regiment occupying Invicta Lines. They gave
up many evenings in putting these final touches both in
the gym. and for the Children's Party. Our thanks are
also due to Pte. Cousins who constructed the stage, and
L/Cpl. Weller who was responsible for the lighting effects,
not forgetting Pte. Brown who assisted in both these
operations.
Following the Draw a very pleasant dance with paper
hats and streamers filled the remainder of the evening until
the early hours of the next day.
The following day we had our Christmas dinner,
which was worthy of special note. After the Command
ing Officer had given a short address, the men were waited
on by the Warrant Officers and Sergeants. The practice
of asking for " Any complaints " could be confidently dis
pensed with, thanks to the skill and cooperation of all
our cooks.
One Pte. Harris (A.C.C.) has now been joined at the
Regimental Depot by his younger br.other of the same
Corps. We hope his stay will be a happy one and not
fraught with brotherly strife.
Maj. Kecnlyside, at the time of writing, is enjoying
a spell of wellearned leave and we hope to see him early
in the New Year, resuming his many and arduous tasks
" as a giant refreshed."
Capt. Macmillan, in accordance with Scots tradition,
has availed himself of a few days' leave during which to
celebrate "Hogmanay" and to forget the intricacies of
" Q " work with which he has been most capably dealing
since the departure of Maj. Mines.
We also take this opportunity of welcoming back to
the fold, Maj. B. A. Pond, M.B.E., who is to take over
the appointment of Quartermaster early in January. We
sincerely hope his stay here will be a quiet and pleasant
one.
It is with regret that we report the removal to the
Royal Naval Hospital, at Chatham, of Pte. Brown, of the
Permanent Staff. The Medical Officer has diagnosed a
case of German measles. We wish him a speedy recovery
and early return to the Regimental Depot.
Mr. Bird (Depot Groundsman) has taken advantage
of the weather, since it is not much good marking out
football pitches this weather, and has taken a spot of well
earned leave.
It was very pleasant to be able to send to the
organizers of " Pearson's Fresh Air Fund " for Christmas,
a cheque for six pounds, which enabled them to send six
poor children from London to their Holiday Home at
Bournemouth for Christmas. This sum, except for a few
odd shillings, was voluntarily contributed by members of
the Depot Staff throughout the year in odd coppers and
you can rest assured that the children concerned are very
grateful for their kindness.
The end of the year brought strict orders concerning
economy in the use of coal and coke, of which there seems

15

to be an overall shortage throughout the country, and
also reminders for the renewal of dogs and wireless
licences, so if you spent too heavy on your Christmas
presents—it's just too bad.
The Depot Staff wish all serving and exmembers of
the Regiment the best of health in the coming year and
to the Bn. " Bon voyagewe have every confidence in
them during their tour of duty overseas so " Good luck
and good hunting."

SERGEANTS' MESS
By the time you see these notes a brand New Year
will be upon us, so in spite of the very unsettled Inter
national situation, we send our best wishes for 1951 to all
our readers, wherever they may be. With our very small
numbers here we do feel that 1950 has been quite a suc
cessful year as far as the Regimental Depot Sgts'. Mess
has been concerned and we hope such state of affairs will
continue as we start the second half of the century.
Apart from members of exService shooting teams
looking in for a drink following their shooting matches,
and our usual Saturday evenings, when we always have a
few of our friends in the Mess, December has been rather
a busy month for us all.
Early in the month important changes were discussed
at our monthly Mess.meeting. In view of interior decora
tion, which is to commence early in January, it has been
decided that some brightening up is due, this will be in
form of a new electric stove in the anteroom, and a new
carpet. We have already obtained a " Hoover " for clean
ing it, anyhow. These extras will, of course, make a big
drain on our resources, but we do feel that the Mess
should be attractive. O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman has contri
buted in this respect by presenting two framed portraits
of the late Duke of Kent and H.R.H. the Duchess of
Kent, painted at the time of their happy marriage in 1934.
On the 15th December, the R.S.M. and O.R.Q.M.S.
visited Shorncliffe and combined business with pleasure
in witnessing the Home Counties Brigade. Group Training
Centre team beat the 47th Coast Regiment, R.A., in the
Army Team Boxing Championships—they have since met
and defeated a Heavy A.A. Regt., R.A., at Sheerness. The
team is well up to last year's standard and we have high
hopes of yet once again taking a trip to Aldershot for the
finals in the Spring.
From then on, with a couple of Certificate "A"
Boards and preparations for our Christmas festivities,
many were putting in some late hours until the 20th,
when the Children's Christmas Party was held in the
N.A.A.F.I. We were very glad to see the Colonel of the
Regiment (Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.) at the
party with his two children. Entertainment before tea
consisted of a Punch and Judy show given by Mr. Skinner
(known by many of the old 1st Bn. in India, N. Africa,
Italy and Greece; onetime Equipment Repairer in Q.M.
Stores). Following, all sat down to an excellent tea which
was provided by the Sgts'. Mess, with the pulling of bon
bons, etc., all soon procured paper hats, novelties, etc.
Music followed by radiogram, with musical chairs, etc.,
the winners of which were Miss Boulton and Master
Ronald Hayley. A hush fell over the party by the arrival
of Santa Ciaus (Paddy Mullen), who after a few words to
all the children, distributed the presents which had been
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selected by Mrs. Haylcy. As each child came forward
for its present a photograph was taken with Father
Christmas, the proofs of which have come out quite well.
Around 6.15, soon after all the toys had been distributed,
unwrapped and tried out, Santa Clatis called the children
together and gave them his usual good advice before he
departed and brought the party to a close. Six children
from a local Dr. Barnardo's Home came to the party and
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Mr. George Carter was
also present and enjoyed the fun. Our chief worry was
obtaining a suitable Christmas tree, but this was eventually
managed after many frantic enquiries of all known likely
sources.
The next evening, 21st December, saw the opening of
our Christmas Draw, organized by members of the Sgts'.
Mess; this seems to get more popular each year, ticket
sales reached a new high of 3,000, which allowed for a
total of 124 very acceptable presents for those who were
"lucky." The draw was opened by Capt. I. A. Macmillan
saying a few words to all present and at a given signal
Santa Claus (Donald) arrived in full array mounted on a
very spirited charger ("Speedy" Ludi'ord, head, and
"Lofty" Eastaugh, the piece you try and sit on). After
much ado and nearly knocking over a couple of tables,
Santa eventually dismounted where all the prizes were laid
out on display and proceeded to hand the prizes to those
"lucky people" whose numbers were drawn from the
drums.
Members of the Mess came in for a fair share of the
prizes this time, securing about 14 in all. The R.S.M.
managed to get gent.'s socks, beer, book for boys, whilst
his daughter, Janet, won a lovely Christmas cake; Donald
got bonbons and confectionery; Sammy Ringe (pay bloke)
got thermos flask (for elevenses tea), bottle sherry (which.
I understand, he sold in the black market), a box of fruit
and an ash tray; Sgt. Pratt collected a chicken and a
rabbit for his Xmas dinner; and finally, Bill Bailey (who
again had all the worry of obtaining the many prizes)
collected a decanter set, box of chocolates and gent.'s
pullover. One coincidence was noted in that this year
the top prize (a goose) was the very first prize out of the
drum, whereas in the past two years it has been the last.
1 am assured this is not a " fiddle," but in fact coincidence.
Around 9.45 p.m. the final prize was drawn and ample
refreshment, paper hats, streamers and balloons, etc., dis
tributed. Shortly after 10 p.m. the dance band started
a few hours dancing with a "Paul Jones"; this was very
popular as it was a bit chilly sitting down so. long and most
were glad to get moving about, which ihey did to the
strains of the Medway Dance Band until 1.0 a.m. the
following morning. So once again " time marches on"
—no doubt we shall have plenty more Christmas Draws
in future years. Our thanks are due to all the Depot
Staff, the half a dozen helpers lent from H.C.B.G.T. Centre,
George Carter for presenting the mystery prize (a brush
and comb—consisting of a small paint brush and a cheap
comb), which caused some fun, and Bill Bailey for once
again doing his stuff in obtaining such acceptable prizes;
not forgetting R.S.M. Bob Baker (Medical Man un
attached) and his good wife, and Jug (C.S.M.) Wilson for
their valuable assistance in helping to run the draw. George
Carter was able to spend a couple of days with us in the
Mess in order to be present for the foregoing functions
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and has written an appreciative letter and says that lie
enjoyed every minute of his short stay with us.
The next day (22nd) the troops sat down to their well
earned Christmas dinner, as they were proceeding on leave
that afternoon. Jn accordance with Army tradition, the
W.O.s and Sgts. carried out the duty of waiters and when
all had been served, took their own dinner with the Com
manding Officer and Adjutant. All members then made
their various ways to enjoy their leave. Sammy Ringe
had volunteered to carry out orderly duties over the holi
days and to be custodian of the Sgts'. Mess bar key; it
seems according to cash takings that he had a much busier
time than expected.
An excellent selection of Christmas cards and greet
ings were received from our many friends everywhere,
including a special one from (" Speedy") Ludford, who
was unable to afford the usual form of cards but conveyed
his greetings and recommendations to a couple of the
Mess members privately. No doubt he will have to think
very hard (twice) next year. He did threaten to send New
Year's greetings, but they must have gone astray in the post.
Anyhow, we do hope our reciprocations were appre
ciated (?).
Tom Allen commenced his prerelease course in the
G.P.O. Telephones Department early in the month and

was unable to come along to any of our functions. Sgt.
Croucher also joined us for a few days but soon decided
that it was a good opportunity to get in some " renleave "
(reenlistment leave), plus some privilege leave. We also
had news of " Billy Boy " (C.S.M.) Blundon, who, unfortu
nately, is in hospital at Colchester. In spite of his con
dition, he seems quite cheerful: we sincerely hope he will
soon be on the road to recovery. For those who served in
India with the 1st Bn., no doubt you will be surprised to
hear that Don Johnson (exC/Sgt., B Coy.), now Maj.
Johnson, has been in Millbank Hospital for the past
couple of months. I understand he has been on the D.I.
list but is now going on satisfactorily. It would be
appreciated, if by chance, there is anybody in the London
area, who knew Don, could visit him now and again; I'm
sure it will brighten him up a bit to see some of his old
friends. He served in the 4th and 6th Bns. during the war.
Among our visitors during the month we have seen
Alf Chasteneuf, Tim Hayley (Snr.), Nobby Stone, Frank
Fearne from Chatham.
Xmas and New Year's Eve both falling on a Sunday
in 1950, tended to make these occasions rather quieter
than is the usual custom. Nevertheless, a small party did
gather in the Mess on the evening of 31st December, 1950,
to greet the New Year in traditional style, accompanied by
singing " Auld Lang Syne."
GARDENING NOTES

Owing to unfavourable weather and other activities,
the R.S.M. has not been seen approaching his now not.
so secret plot during the past month. As forecast in our
previous notes, the walls have been removed and with the
ravages of "Jack Frost" I must say his precious plot is in
a sorry plight just now.
Sammy Ringe's plot is now static; apparently he
hibernates from early autumn until the next Easier Mon
day, when he hopes to have a day off duty.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
O.R.Q.M.S. was seen on one of the finer days
approaching his plot with a saw (boys' size, about 15
inches in length) and a chopper. After about halfanhour
he returned his tools to. the store and has since been
nursing a blister in the palm of his hand; lumbering is
not so easy after all. In any case, he has now borrowed
a man's size saw, presumably awaiting finer weather when
he can really set about removing some of the older wood
from his prize fruit trees. News has also leaked out that
his lettuce are in very poor shape following the recent
hard frost.
The " Popular Gardener," one of the Mess publica
tions, does not seem to be very popular just now and only
one member seems to take any interest in it at present.
Soon frantic requests will be sent out for seed catalogues,
etc. Our thanks are due to George Carter in this respect,
who has already supplied " runner bean " seed for sowing
this year. He assures us that the seeds are 100 per cent,
fertile.
Finally our congratulations are extended to the
" Big Chief Scratching Pen " for having passed the Civil
Service Clerical Classes exam, in October last. It is
rumoured that he managed to pass all signals without
scorching the blanket. Anyhow, at least one of our friends
who use the Mess knows that he is very prompt with his
replies.
" McCartney."
4.

TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF THE
DEPOT
Lofty Eastaugh anil Haircut Foster

A

HAPPY Hogmanay from the Bods of B.A.O.M.
(British Army over the Medway).
Having returned the "Dead Men" to the place
from whence they came and having poured liberal quantities
of Alka Seltzer into the cavity in which the " fire water"
has been doing its usual yuletide damage, " Haircut " and
yours truly can now lay claim to a state nearing
equilibrium, i.e., we now only see double instead of
quadruple.
Pte. Harris, E. (Tich), has, by means most mis
chievous, devious and dark, or if you prefer it, by a dead
crafty move, had his brother, Harris, R.. posted to the
Depot. May many a beery pay night be his !
We could have certainly used a few more footballers
when we played the Somerset Light Infantry at Dover.
As this is a very sore point with footballing fraternity at
the Depot, before making unkind remarks about Blind
Schools, etc., " put honour in one hand and football in the
other and look upon both indifferently."
At 09.00 hours, with a slight breeze being wafted from
the westward, a small; but optimistic band of warriors set
off in a borrowed chariot to Dover.
At 12.30 the same, slightly less optimistic, band
arrived at their destination. The zephyrs now zipped from
the subzero regions and when we realised that we were
due to play the Bn. team our hopes dropped to the sub
zero mark in sympathy.
Twice we broke their lines to score and nineteen times
did they sever the gallant line of blue, who, though battle
scarred and gallantly trying to repel the repeated onslaughts
of the S.L.I., were game even unto the final whistle.
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" Oh ! when shall such acts fill a pen.
Or the Army breed again,
.Such a Depot."
The Children's Party was an unqualified success;
quite a Roman holiday for the little horrors. Well ! Have
von ever been confronted by the cold, unbelieving stare
of 40 or 50 children whilst you shoot a hefty line about
Pa Xmas ?
On Thursday the Annual Christmas Draw and Dance
took place. In accordance with tradition, the beer flowed
like water. (After tasting it, I'm not so sure that it wasn't.)
Apart from sundry larks under the mistletoe (Whako !),
the only other spot of bother was with a character who
wanted to have a passage of arms with the public in
general and the Depot Staff in particular.
During his forcible ejection, "Haircut" stopped a
beauty on the lower maxilla, but this was no deterrent to
his rapid consumpation of Xmas pud.
Before we once again push our respective probosci
to the ever present carborundum we submit this little
ballad in honour of our spiritual leader, O.R.Q.M.S.
Waterman.
BIG CHIEF SCRATCHING PEN
(OR HIAWATERMAN)

If not by Longfellow, at least by " Lofty "
By the files and 'neath the folders,
In the Teepee of the Admin.,
Lives the chieftain they call Alfie.
Mighty Alfie of the Warrants.
Of the Orders, of the Postings,
Lord of detail and of docs.
Alfie, chief of tribe called Admin.,
Alfie, father to his braves.
Brave he has called Haircut Foster,
Haircut an unruly scalp has,
Has no comb and has no brush.
Haircut, friend of brave called Lofty,
Lofty, brave for eighteen moons.
Alfie with a voice of thunder,
Says to sign with Scratching Pen,
For an extra six moons' service,
Six moons' service, him heap boring,
Lofty hears and feathers droop.
Him tell Alfie him no signum.
To stick docs, in camulet.*
Alfie pray to the Great Spirit,
Mighty Spirit called Tim Hayley.
Tim, him friend of Big Chief Alfie,
Alfie ! Big Chief Scratching'Pen.
When a brave him make bad medicine,
Tim to him does Jankers give,
Gives to him the sacred brushes,
And to him the whitewash gives.
Live they all by big Sea Water,
Big Sea Water, River Medway,
River Medway, by Fort Maidstone,
'Injun Happy Hunting Ground.
Tribe of Admin., Mighty Warriors,
Bows have they and arrows have,
But live in peace with Paleface Brothers,
Under Good Big Chief Scratching Pen.
e Pipe.
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QUEENS OWN
PASTePRESENT
ASSOCIATION
To all Members of The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment Past and. Present Association.
Shortly before Christmas I received the following message
from the Private Secretary to H.R.H. the Duchess of

Kent.

" Her Royal Highness would be pleased if you would convey
to

all

Members

Regiment

of

Past and

The

Queen's

Present

Own

Association

Royal
her

West

Kent

warmest

good

wishes for Christmas and the New Year."
.In my reply thanking Her Royal Highness for her gracious
message,

I

respectfully

offered

warm

greetings

from

all

Members of the Association.
W. V. PALMER, Colonel,
Chairman, The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment Past & Present Association.

EX " B" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION

A

FTER experiencing our previous dinners, one would
hardly believe that there could be a more enjoyable
function for members of B Company, yet, despite
the appalling weather conditions, the seeming impossible
has happened.
As is well known, Saturday, November the 25th, saw
the lirst fog of the season, and it was the worst for many
years, rendering travelling, even for short distances,
practically impossible. There were visions of a complete
flop in the minds of our organizers and calculations were
being hastily made as to our probable loss on the deal.
As some of us arrived, rather latish, having walked
most of the way, wc put the meal back halfanhour, then
another 10 minutes, and the guests arrived in their ones
and twos and we were informed that the food if delayed
much longer, would surely deteriorate.
Then was the miracle, for on silting down we found
we were 103 strong—only 14 having failed to make it,
a lot of whom apologised by telephone.
From then on the evening was a stupendous success,
unfortunately, Mrs. Young and Brig. Brown were among
the missing, but we were pleased indeed to welcome Lt.
Col. G. K. Defrates, D.S.O.. M.C., from the 6th Bn.,
whom we wholeheartedly accepted into the B Company
fraternity.
Owing to the absence of our two guests, and the
enforced late arrival of our fogbound new M.C., a quick
change of procedure had to be made, but the proceedings
went as smoothly as if there had been no hitch.
After we had stood in silence for a minute in memory
of those who had died, we enjoyed an excellent dinner
(chicken, etc., Christmas pud. and mince pies), which was
in no way spoiled by the delay in serving. Ted Ransom
and George Pace were presented with a lovely bunch of
chrysanthemums, but declined at that time to eat 'em—
no doubt their appetite had been marred by the fog.

In his opening speech, Maj. J. D. Stocker, M.C., T.D..
our President and Chairman, said that, as usual, he had
received instructions as to the length of his speech (three
minutes) and a detailed note of what he had to say. How
ever. he did exceed his time limit by some seven minutes
and did not stick strictly to. his script ! Fortunately, we
are blessed with a President and Chairman who is cer
tainly not a bore, and whose charm and simplicity of
expression arc an entertainment in themselves.
He continued by welcoming amongst us first Mr. and
Mrs. R. Snow, whom everybody present knew, made us
very welcome at the Fellowship Inn when they were there,
both during and after the war, and who have done more
for the Company than anybody else outside its ranks.
We were delighted that they had managed to accept our
invitation after their nightmare journey through the fog
from Sevenoaks, and hoped we would see them again very
soon.
Next, Maj. Stocker welcomed Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates,
of the 6th Bn., and Maj. H. J. D. Combe, of A Company,
who had certainly been in B Company at one time. He
was also pleased to see R.S.M. " Sid " Terry, whom he had
good cause to remember when he (Maj. Stocker) was much
younger.
Apologies for absence, he said, had been received
from Wally Lippingwell, who had always hitherto been
to our functions; Bill Spence; Maj. Winston; Fred. Barker;
Tim Creed (whom he also had good cause to remember !);
J. Bassett; George Morey; Capt. Theobald; Len Dorman;
and Bill Evans. George Cop pin was unable to come as
he was serving in Korea—a place which suggested some
wonderful rhymes.
Maj. Stocker regretted he could think of no funny
stories appropriate to a mixed company, but instead told
a true anecdote against "Jackie" Combe in which (then)
Col. Brown was a participant.
The Chairman then paid a very generous tribute to
the work of our Secretary, Len Clarke, who had organized
the whole show, and was responsible for the production
of the " Bangers' Gazette," a publication which was sent
out to hundreds of members. It was a great achievement
to find, five years after the war, a small unit such as ours
was able to produce a magazine, and to turn up over a
hundredstrong on such an exceptionally foggy day. He
thanked and complimented the Secretary on his grand
work.
In the absence of Wally Lippingwell, he would
also like to mention and thank the members of the Com
mittee who were, as far as he could remember, Mr.
Johnson, the Treasurer, who does sterling work in that
capacity; Vic Vousden; Tom Sayer and Horace Masked.
Tom, he said, he had met on arrival very early in the
evening, waiting out in the cold, damp, fog, ready to guide
in any stragglers who might miss their way. He had, no
doubt, left somebody out, but apologised in advance for
any omission. He also thanked the company present for
getting there in such unfavourable circumstances—no
mean feat in itself.
Finally, in the absence of Brig. Brown, he had asked
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates, literally at a minute's notice, to
answer for the guests.
Lt.Col. Defrates, after apologising for any short
comings in his speech due to the shortness of notice, then
gave us a gaff which would have done credit to one who
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had had the whole year in which to prepare it. He
recalled the days, in Italy, when the 5th were in close
association with the 6th, and related an anecdote in which
he went to sleep calmly in an Italian double bed on the
eve of a particularly bloody 5 Bn. battle, and woke in the
morning to find two officers on one side of him, one on
the other and Ghurkas in the Courtyard instead of the
5th Bn. !
He also congratulated our Secretary on his work and
achievements; on his great organizing ability; and sug
gested he would have had an Adjutancy in the 6th Bn. !
He was delighted to be present this evening, and was
sure that Mr. and Mrs. Snow would be pleased to join
him in drinking the toast, " B Company," which was
done.
Maj. Stocker then thanked Lt.Col. Delfrates, and
proceeded with the presentation of the " pots." First, he
presented the "Major Winston Cup" for darts, and
intimated that Albert Manvell only won because he (J.D.)
had not entered !
He then called upon Mrs. Snow to present their
Tankard to that Prize B., Len Clay, who, we were assured,
was well worthy of the honour, and at the same time again
expressed our sincere pleasure at having "the Snows"
with us.
To round up the first part of the evening's proceed
ings, our M.C., , Harry Lake, made some announcements,
and the floor was cleared for dancing—volunteers to assist
clearing being readily available.
. Not knowing for certain what we had let ourselves
in .for, we had spent some anxious moment in the few
weeks previous to the event, wondering whether the
appointment of Harry Lake as our new M.C. was a
mistake or not.
Knowing our Harry
(as we
thought !)
.
Now, after the event, we can truly and sincerely say
that Harry was " tops"—we could not have found a
better man for the job—his spontaneous gaiety and his
air of knowing exactly what he was doing and how to
do it, was the main reason for the success of the dancing
that followed the dinner. Harry was fogbound for a
while and arrived a little late—he did, in fact, telephone,
and almost given up the idea, but eventually arrived in
time for the soup. Congratulations, Harry, on a great
performance. Good show !
Tom Sayer was O.C. Raffles for the evening, assisted
by Horace Maskell. This is a nasty job, involving the
whole evening, and our Tom certainly made a good job
of it. His help and indefatigable efforts are greatly
appreciated. The raffles (we had two, owing to the
number of prizes) were remarkable in themselves, and the
gifts given to lis for disposal were really worthy of a better
fate. There was a 4lb. box of chocolates (another gift
of Mr. and Mrs. Snow), won by W. G. Dennis, who tells
us he is saving them for Christmas when, no doubt, his
two kids will make a mess of 'em; a bottle of gin (full
size); a large basket of fruit; a beautiful glass fruit set,
presented by Albert Manvell (won by Mr. and Mrs. Snow,
who promptly gave it back to raffle again). The fruit was
won by Mrs. Sid Walker, and her husband very appro
priately won the fruit dishes ! A bottle of wine and a
series of " mystery " prizes completed the gifts. We must
thank the donors of these gifts very much indeed, includ
ing Alan Balcombe, Alec Cameron, Mr. Wilks, Fred.
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Lawrence, Harry Lake, Wally Lippingwell and Tom
Sayer.
The rules for the mystery prizes were that they should
be opened on the spot, and in full view of everybody. The
first of these was a pair of unmentionables, but among
the luckier winners was " Jackie " Combe, whose larder was
made the richer for his visit to us. Alan Balcombe won a
cigarette lighter—and others won a Biro pen and pencil,
a combined gin, whisky and aspirin collection, and other
prizes too numerous to mention.
Wally Hill (just married) turned up to sec us for the
first lime in 12 months (although he only lives round the
corner) and appropriately won a baby's feeding bottle
tilled with a liquid he was unable to define.
The fun during this remarkable evening was fast and
furious, and, thanks to the energy of our M.C., there were
more people dancing than ever before. The hall was
nicely crowded, and the bar not so permanently occupied
as on other occasions. The only disconsolate face to be
seen the whole time was that of Alf Franks, whose wife
was unable to come. Poor old Alf was roaming about
during the evening like a lost sheep. Oh, to be so well and
truly married !
The proceedings, and the bar, closed at midnight,
although the fog compelled several to leave early, notably
Jock Hunter, who had to return to Tunbridge Wells; and
Harold Conway and Ken Dodson to Bedford.
«

*

*

All other proceedings during the month were, of
course, overshadowed by the events depicted above, but
it is as well to mention here two future events, one of which
we instigated last year and the other an entirely new
departure which indicates the extent to which our organiza
tion has grown.
First, on the first Saturday in May (the 5th) we shall
be holding our Spring Reunion at the Drill Hall, to which
only men are allowed (Stag Party); the second is a Dance
and Social Evening at the Green Man at Catford to which,
of course, ladies are most cordially invited. No details
have yet been arranged, but it is intended that this shall
be a bumper evening.
" Nightingale."

11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

T

HERE is very little for me to report since I have
resumed my duties as correspondent, except that
the Association is holding its Annual " Ladies'
Night"—a social and dance—which will take place at
the Bridge House Restaurant, London Bridge, S.E.I, on
Friday, March 2nd. Tickets are priced at 7/6 per head,
which includes an excellent running buffet.
This is a timehonoured function and usually one full
of enjoyment and fun to which members of other
Branches and their wives and friends are cordially
invited.
Please apply to L. W. Dawson, 6, Bramley Way, West
Wick ham, Kent, for tickets; please include a stamped
addressed envelope which will help to relieve strain on
Association funds.
The Association wishes the Officers, N.C.O.s and Men
of the 1st Bn. all the best of luck and success in the New
Year, and all members and Branches of the Past and

Present Association
sentiments.

are

included

in

these

kindly

" Pte. Banks."
These columns are intended, primarily, for the publica
tion of current news, but it is thought that a flashback
to January, 1917, would be of interest. It was then that
the 1 1th BIT . was busily engaged at Spoilbank in the Ypres
Salient. One of the worst winters of the war was being
experienced and trench warfare of " minnies," mud and
slush made life extremely unhealthy. What memories !
A recent visit discloses that the " Bank" and the
Canal had not been disturbed over the years, although, of
course, they are now covered with vegetation. The locks
arc still in ruins, " Blighty" bridge is still there and when
one walks from the Lille Road, along the side of the
Canal, there are constant reminders of the monotonous
and hectic days of 191617.
To emphasize, however, the present rural scene, a
shepherd with his roaming flock passed by and sheep grazed
on the bank which once housed Bn. Headquarters.
Refresh your memory by having a look at the
frontispiece of our History.
Should you be interested in a pilgrimage at Whitsun.
1951, send a line to your Hon. Secretary.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

A

VERY happy evening was spent last Wednesday
(13th December) at the Branch's monthly meeting,
when the Christmas spirit was well in evidence and
all enjoyed fully the games arranged and the fun which
came from them.
Organized entertainment for the next few meetings,
a darts competition and a whist drive being included. We
hope to arrange our first annual dinner on the 19th May,
1951. and a coach or boat trip in June, so it will be
seen that the Committee is doing its best to make our
meetings enjoyable and happy and hope that all members
will give their full support at all times.
A new member, Mr. S. Ballard, was warmly welcomed.
A small party from the Branch will attend the fare
well function of the 1st Bn., and on behalf of the Branch.
Godspeed and very good luck is wished the Bn. for its
future.
We all will follow with deepest interest its fortunes.
Members are very grateful for the kind expressions of
good wishes for Christmas and the New Year sent by
the Bn.
" Ravensbourne."

CHATHAM BRANCH

O

N Monday. December 4th, the Annual Meeting of
the Branch was held at the Drill Hall, Chatham.
Owing to the state of the weather, the attendance
was not good. The following were present: Maj. R. W.
Brothers, Maj. H. M. Smith, M.B.E., Joe Wright, Alf
Tapp, M.C., Tommo, A. S. Smith, J. Smith, H. Wickham,
M.M., C. A. Williams, F. Milway, G. Anchors, Davison.
Apologies were received from Messrs. Wilkins. Kennett,
Goudie, Salisbury, Samson and Stonham.
The ViceChairman, Alf Tapp, M.C., opened the meet
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Correspondence from Frank Sutton in Canada indi
cated that he is doing very well. We congratulate him on
his progress.
Letters were also read from Messrs.
Williams, Walker and Samson, from H.Q. re Xmas Grants
to members in hospital, invitation to the Farewell Parade
of 1st Bn. at Shorncliffe on January 10th. Joe Wright,
Alf Tapp. H. Wickham and G. Anchors will represent the
Branch.

ViceChairman: C. R. Hill.
Secretary and Treasurer: J. Wright.
Standard Bearer and Branch Correspondent: G.
Anchors.
Committee: Messrs. Kennett, Davidson, Munehin,
Goudie and Goldsmith.
Meeting closed at 9.7 p.m.
Next meeting, 5th
February.
G. Anchors,
Branch Correspondent.

The new cover for the Standard was handed to the
Standard Bearer.

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

ing at 8.15 p.m. Minutes of 6th November were read and
confirmed. Treasurer's Report was adopted.

The Secretary, in his Annual Report, stated that
although Branch membership was more or less static,
enthusiasm of the existing members had been fully main
tained. He thanked the Standard Bearer, who had shown
the Colour on every possible occasion.
It was resolved that owing to the state of the weather
and the small attendance, the Election of Officers be held
over till the January Meeting. The President made a
presentation to the Steward in recognition of his services to
the Branch.
The booby prize was won by Mr. F. Davison.
The Finance Report was submitted by the Treasurer
and approved.
Maj. R. W. Brothers expressed regret that bad weather
had affected the attendance.
He appreciated the
Treasurer's Report and spoke very highly of the excellent
services of the Secretary and Treasurer, Toe Wright. The
noticeable enthusiasm in the Branch was due, in no small
measure, to Joe's activity. Wishes for Xmas and the New
Year were conveyed to all. The Chairman thanked Maj.
Brothers for his good work for the Branch.
Meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.
1st, 1951.

Next meeting, January

The monthly meeting, held on the 1st January, 1951,
in the Drill Hall, was fairly well attended. The Chair was
taken at 8 p.m. by Alf Tapp, M.C.
Apologies were received from Maj. Brothers, H.
Wilkins, J. Munden, G. Smith, Wickham, Stonham and
Samson.
Minutes ol' 4th December were read and confirmed
and the Treasurer's statement approved.
Correspondence was read from Maj. Brothers, Frank
Sutton, Joe Munden and Samson, from H.Q. re Xmas
Grants; greeting cards were passed round. Joe Wright
expressed appreciation of the welcome extended to him by
Maidstone Branch at their December meeting.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS .—Joe Wright. Secretary, asked
members not to accept office unless they felt they could
give full service.
President. Proposed by A. Tapp and seconded by
C. R. Hill, that Maj. R. W. Brothers be elected
Life President of the Branch to serve in that
capacity without further election until he should
himself desire to relinquish the appointment.
Carried unanimously and with acclamation.
VicePresidents: Maj. H. M. Smith, M.B.E., and A.
Tapp, M.C.
Chairman: C. A. Williams.

I

T seems a long time since our correspondent has had
to worry about Branch news for the " Buster," but
time and tide wait for no man. Having got over our
Christmas festivities, I suppose we must now look forward
to 1951 with plenty of good resolutions.
Early in the month, Sunday, the 3rd December, the
Branch, with our Branch Standard, attended the Royal
Naval Association (Maidstone Branch) Annual Church
Service. It was pleasing to find several of our Branch
giving their support to what was a most impressive even
ing service, held at the Holy Trinity Church, Maidstone.
The service opened and closed with the ringing of the
ship's bell. The Standards of six other exService Asso
ciations and their members also attended.
On Tuesday, 5th December, 1950, our team took on
the R.A.S.C. (Kent Companies), O.C.A., in the Maidstone
Joint Council exService Associations' Games Tourney.
This proved to be a very successful evening all round, for
we managed to. register our first win in the tournament by
eight points to five, by winning billiards, snooker, whrst
and shovehalfpenny. The darts team lost, which was
rather unexpected, as also the crib, team ("Hookey" and
" Speedy "). The latter seem to be right off form so far
this season. However, we ganged up at the end of the
serious matches and a team of eight took on the R.A.S.C.
darts team for pints all round. This was most exciting,
since our team consisted of known " nondart" players,
but in the end we all got a drink at the expense of our
opponents to round off a
jolly good evening's
entertainment.
On the following Monday, we again received the
R.A.S.C. (Kent Companies), O.C.A., at a small bore
(.22in.) on the Miniature Range in the Barracks.
Although wc managed to win, it was disappointing to
note that our total points obtained, 391. is the lowest to
date. The R.A.S.C. gave us a bit of a shock by obtaining
342. I must say, however, that we were short of a couple
of our regulars on this occasion and the Secretary had
to get down to complete the team—he was not very helpful
as he could only manage to score 21 out of H.P.S. 100,
but it was all right as "Speedy" only managed to gel 15
on the scoring surface. We have now had three shoots
and won three. We hope we can keep this up and finally
become the champions of the Maidstone exServices' Asso
ciations—there are seven teams in the competition
altogether.
On the 15th December we held our usual monthly
meeting—there had been a fairly heavy fall of snow on
this day and attendance was rather below our usual
numbers. However, we were very pleased to have Mr.
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J. E. Wright, from the Chatham Branch, on this occasion.
Wc did have hopes of our Chairman attending for a short
time, but no doubt the weather, in view of his recent
illness (from which he is now well on the way to recovery),
prevented his attendance.
Branch business seemed to take longer than usual,
chiefly on account of discussion regarding the 1st Bn. Fare
well Parade being held on 10th January, 1951, which will
be honoured by the attendance of our ColonelinChief,
The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O.. G.B.E. The
Maidstone Branch will be represented among the small
parade of the Past and Present Association. Wc take this
opportunity of wishing all ranks of the 1st Bn. Godspeed
and a safe return. With the unsettled state of world
affairs, no bounds where they may be called to duty ere
their return. The London Branch Annual Dinner, being
held on 12th January, also came up for discussion and it
is hoped that a representative party from our Branch will
be able to attend.
Many members had purchased tickets in the Regi
mental Depot Grand Christmas Draw and attended in
strength at the Barracks on Thursday, 2IsT December,
to collect their prizes and enjoy the dance, which followed
and continued until the early hours of the morning. One
member, Mr. (Hookey) Walker, was very lucky indeed in
winning two prizes (a box of lady's handkerchiefs and a
pair of socks). R.S.M. Hayley (Tim) also, had a better
share of the prizes this year; his daughter, Janet, also
managed to collect a Christmas cake.
Around this time one member of the Branch, who
signed himself " Anon." and who was unable to afford the
price of Christmas cards, sent his best wishes to several
other members written on some flimsy stuff, adding some
remark that a card once having been received was "not
much use, but his greetings would come in useful after
plum pudding and goose." Of course, his greetings were
reciprocated by a stouter type of paper (sand), with some
comment thereon that " it was stouter stuff and would
come in handy after plum pudding and duff." Wc all hope
he is feeling much better now in his misery. Of course,
now 1951 is here, he may have made a New Year resolu
tion to always use something that can do the job properly
in spite of the extra expense.
The proposed games evening with Boughton Mon
chclsea Club has not yet been fixed, but all members will
be informed as soon as a firm date is laid on.
We were pleased to see one of our members (Alf
Chasteneuf) around during the Christmas holidays and
looking very (it. He seems to have had a very enjoyable
stay here. We were also glad to hear that Chris. Foster
was able to come home from hospital for Christmas and
we hope he will soon be fully recovered.
Although the New Year will have been heralded in
by the time this correspondence is received, all members
of the Maidstone Branch wish ail members of the Regi
ment, both Past and Present, especially the 1st Bn., the
very best of good health and luck for 1951.
A.W.
DATES TO NOTE. MEMBERS OF THE MAIDSTONE BRANCH

19th Jan., 1951 (Friday): BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING, 7 .45 p.m. (Important business will be
discussed and your attendance is particularly
requested at this meeting.)

23rd Jan., 1951 (Tuesday): Games evening versus
R.A. Association (Maidstone Branch), 7.30 p.m.,
at exServices' Club. Ash ford Road, Maidstone.
29th Jan., 1951 (Monday): Small Bore versus R.A.
Association (Maidstone Branch), 8 p.m., at the
Miniature Range, the Barracks.
16th Feb., 1951 (Friday): Branch Monthly Meeting,
7.45 p.m.
17th Mar., 1951 (Saturday): Branch Annual Dinner
(provisional date).


OFFICERS STILL SERVING—NOT ON
THE REGIMENTAL LIST
We publish elsewhere a list of Officers of the Regi
ment, giving their location where known. It may also be
of interest to many to know that the following Officers,
who are no longer shown on the Regimental List, are
still serving: —
Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., H.Q., Eastern
Command.
Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E., War Office.
Brig. R. A. Riddel I, C.B.E., A.D.C., H.Q., Combined
Operations.
Brig. S. F. Saville, Allied Control Commission,
B.A.O.R.
Brig. E. W. D. Western, D.S.O., East Africa.
4.
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The Passing of "H" Block
By T. P. MULLEN

A

S I look through the window of Regimental Head
quarters the vista at the moment is reminiscent of
the Cloth Hall at Ypres in 1916, or the ruins of
Caen in 1945. What was once " H " Block, now in the
hands of the demolishers, is rapidly nearing its end.
Although for a considerable time it was an eyesore
with its nailed lip doors and black shuttered windows
reminiscent of sightless men, it is, in a way, sad to see
it go.

_
Let's go back on its history—a centuryandahalf ago.
it was, I imagine, brightly painted, spick and span, inside
and out. Then, it was the home of Light Dragoons, who,
with a little imagination, one can see sitting on their bed
cots, polishing their sabres, spurs and spur chains, and
other accoutrements, as has been the custom of British
soldiers always and everywhere.
(Soldiers were never
classified as " good " soldiers without the evidence of spit
and polish.) Gleaming helmets perched on top of the
shelves, sided by jackboots polished to the nines. Scarlet
jackets, pelisses, blue greatcoats, yellow braid and welted
pantaloons added colour to the scene. The talk of the
men would sound strange to the ears of a modern soldier
—it was of sabretaches, splatterdashes, and other nouns,
now only found in a dictionary of almost forgotten words.
Conversation in "H" Block in those days was punctuated
by trumpet calls—" Stables," " Water and Feed," " Boots
and Saddles," now, J imagine, only heard in the quarters
of the Household Cavalry.
In the evenings the rooms were lighted by the indif
ferent light of paraffin lamps: there was no electric light
or gas in those days. The barrack room served as bed
room, dining room, lounge and recreation room. There
were no dining halls or quiet rooms less than a half a
century ago.
On the northeastern end of the Block a sentry,
resplendent in scarlet, pantaloons tucked neatly into
highly polished, spurred jackboots, gleaming sabre at the
carry, marched smartly to and fro before the quarter
guardroom.
Many of the occupants of " H " Block saw service in
the Peninsula and maybe Waterloo. They wore no medals.
(The first General Service medals were issued in 1848 by
order of Queen Victoria " to such of those old soldiers
who had fought in the Peninsula and Waterloo, and who
were still alive.")
Perhaps the defaulters could be seen digging holes
and planting plane trees in sevens around the barrack
square, supervised by a mutton chopped provost sergeant,
to remind future inhabitants of the barracks that the first
occupants were the 7th Light Dragoons.
I don't know when infantry supplanted cavalry ir>
these barracks, but I do know the history of the men who
did occupy them—and " H " Block down the years.
Perhaps, looking from the windows of " H " Block,
the occupants heard the deep voice of the Adjutant
promulgating the details of a court martial to the three
sided square of troops, with the prisoner and escort in
the middle: saw the buttons and badges ripped off the
jacket of one of "the Queen's bad bargains": listened

to the drummers play the " Rogue's March " and saw the
smallest drummer boy aim a kick at the nether end of the
culprit at the barrack gate, to help drive him in shame
from the Army.
From " H " Block came men who took part in nearly
all the battles and affairs of a centuryandahalf that
ended in 19456 with the overthrow of despotism in
Germany and Japan. Men who helped shape the mighty
British Empire—poorly paid, illfed and often illclothed,
they were recognised as fighting and marching men second
to none. Stubborn and resolute, they were responsible for
the Scrolls and Devices on the Colours, Standards and
Guidons of the British Army. Their reward—pride in
their regiment and the elation of seeing the name of a well
fought and hardearned battle honour on the Colours—
one which they helped to put there.
In July, 1881, on the introduction of the Cardwell
system, the Barracks, and with it " H " Block, became the
permanent home of "The Queen's Own." Out. of "H"
Block trooped the men who added "South Africa, 1899
1902,' "The Great War, 19141918," and in due course
will add "The Great War, 19391945" to the Colours of
the Regiment.
Men who had their homes in "H " Block saw service,
and alas, many had their last resting places, in practically
all the corners of the globe.
Think of the variety of uniforms that at different
times adorned the shelves in "H" Block—scarlet tunics,
shell jackets, blue fatigue dress, khaki and olive drab.
At the northern and southern ends of the Block were
married quarters. Children were born there, and, who
knows, some of them today may be serving in Korea or
Malaya.
Previous to the outbreak of the last war, part of " H "
Block was misappropriated for use as a Station Recruit
ing Office. I know a number of N.C.O.s and Men who are
serving today, who were attested and approved for "The
Queen's Own " within its walls.
Apropos of its use as a Recruiting Office, I recoiled
an amusing episode there.
A fine old gentleman, whom we will refer to as O.M.,
resided some distance out of Maidstone. He had  a
number of fine sons, and perhaps finding domestic chores
irksome, took unto himself a second wife. From sub
sequent events it was easy to deduce that all was not well
" in the State of Denmark." The O.M. had a motor
bicycle with side car attachment, and in turn he brought
all his sons in to "H" Block to enlist. They joined the
infantry, cavalry and artillery. One Friday morning the
O.M. brought in the last of his male progeny—a big youth
for his age (17), but evidently too much under the standard
weight for man's service.
The conversation with the Recruiting Sergeant went
something like this:
" Well, Sergeant, I've brought you the last of the bunch."
" How old is he ? "
"About 17."
" I'm afraid he is too much under weight for enlist
ment as a man and I have no vacancies for hoys."
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" I've been a good customer of yours, so you have got
to do something about it."
" I'm afraid it will be very difficult."
O.M. obstinately: "You've got to do something
about it."
After much consideration, the Recruiter asked the
O.M.: "Have you plenty of milk at home? "
" Oceans of it," was the reply.
Finally, the Recruiter suggested that the lad should
be taken back home, that the O.M. should have another
scrutiny of his birth certificate, as there appeared to be a
doubt in the case, and, if the lad was 18, to bring him in
to Maidstone on the following Monday.
On the Monday morning the O.M. chugged in on his
decrepit Triumph and debiked outside the office in "H"
Block.
O.M.: "Good morning. I've brought you a recruit.
He is just 18 today."
Recruiter in an aside: " Flas he had a drink ? "
O.M.: " He has about a gallon aboard, and we didn't
stop on the way in."
The Recruiter prepared the Attestation Papers and
Medical History Sheet of the Recruit, called the Recruit
ing Attendant and ordered him to take the lad to the
Medical Inspection Room, and to call at the washhouse
on the way over, to tell the recruit to " put his head under
the tap and to drink until the water came out of the
corners of his mouth," and that he. the Recruiter, would
bring him in front of the M.O.. which he did.
After sounding the man, the M.O. placed him on the
combined measuring and weighing machine. Adjusting
the height bar to find out his height, he bent over and
examined the weights. Straightening himself up, he looked
the recruit in the face and said: "You are a bit under,
but a drink of water would put you right."
That recruit was passed into the Service, but I shall
always remember the look on his face when the M.O.
said " water."
Sorrow and happiness, brightness and gloom, mirth
and depression—all had their reign in " H " Block.
Now you will understand that although the old
Block has outlived its usefulness and pristine beauty, it
has given good service, and that is why, in a way, we
award it an Exemplary Character and carry out its dis
charge "ceasing to fulfil Army Requirements," but feel
sad at the parting.
Perhaps YOU, reader, may have been quartered in
" H " Block ?

EYES RIGHT

NOT!CES

If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fatt anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co , Ltd
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020

BERTRAND STEWART ESSAY, 1951

T

HE subject for the Bertrand Stewart Prize Essay
Competition, 1951, is: —
"The increased complexity of design of modern
equipment creates a demand for more skilled personnel
to maintain it. It has been suggested that, as a result of
this, the Army is becoming top heavy in second and third
line maintenance units, and that the fighting unit is being
shorn of its ability to fight and maintain its own equip
ment. Discuss this and give your views as to the most
suitable division of responsibility for maintenance in war
between combatant units and the maintenance service."
The competition is open to all who are serving, or
have served, in the Forces of the British Commonwealth
or Empire.
Entries must not exceed 10,000 words in length, and
must be typewritten and submitted in quadruplicate to
the Editor of the "Army Quarterly," Little New Street,
London, E.C.4, by the 22nd June, 1951.
The authorship of the essays must be strictly
anonymous. Each competitor must adopt a motto and
enclose with his essay a sealed envelope with his motto
typewritten on the outside and his name and address inside.
The title and page of any published or unpublished
work to which reference is made in any essay, or from
which extracts are taken, must be quoted.
Judges are appointed from the three Services, and their
decision will be final. They will announce the result of
the competition in October, 1951, and the winning essay
will be published in the "Army Quarterly."
The prize for 1951 will be £80, and the judges are
empowered to distribute it or withhold it altogether accord
ing to the standard of entries submitted.
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
We regret to announce the following deaths: —
BARRETT.—We regret to record the death of Mr. G.
Barrett on 24th November, 1950, at Sevenoaks.
Further details are not available.
CROWHURST.—ExDrummer T. Crowhurst, who passed
away at 55, Church Road, Acton. W.3, on. 6th January,
1951.
DICKER.—At Wateringbury, on 22nd December, 1950,
Mrs. Dicker, wife of Mr. W. J. Dicker, late The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
F.DLMANN.—On December 8th, 1950, peacefully at his
home, Hawkwood, Chislehurst, Kent, Col. Francis
Joseph Frederick Edlmann, D.S.O., O.B.E.
HARRINGTON.—We regret to record the death of Mr.
John Harrington, late of The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, which occurred recently at
Maidstone. Unfortunately, we have not been success
ful in obtaining complete information.
MUSSON.—On December 31st, at his home, 4, Shaftesbury
Avenue, Folkestone, Charles Musson, late The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
NEAME—On December 23rd, 1950, at Bcrrow Nursing
Home, Eastbourne, peacefully after short illness,
Maj. Laurence Victor Neame, late Royal West Kent
Regiment (T.), aged 69.
We extend our deepest sympathy to the relatives of
all the above deceased.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt."
The White

Horse of

The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."

Kent with the motto " Invicta."

„ w:„,|orl n « rnrnnna " " Almarez." " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " Punniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwa'l," " Sobraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," " N e w Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919.
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " " Le Cateau," " Retreat from Mons." " Marne. 1914." " Aisne 1914." " La Bassee 1914."
"MeSnes 1914, 17." "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Gravenstafel," " St
Juhen," "Frezenberg.
"Loos,
" Somnie 1916
'18," "Albert, 1916, T8," "Bazentin," "Delville Wood." "Pozieres," " GuiUemont, "FlersCourcelette,
" Morval " " Th'iepval," " Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18" "Arras, 1917 18." " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917.
" Onnv
" Pilckem " " Langemarck. 1917." " Menin Road." " Polygon Wood," " Broodsemde.
Passchendaele
Cambrai.
1117 18 " "St Quentin." " Rosieres." " Avre." " Villers Bretonneux." " Lys," " Hazebrouck." " Kemmel, " Amiens. " Bapaume,
iqi o'"  Hindenburg Line." " Epehy." "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal." " Courtrai.
Selle.
Sambie,
Fiance and
Flanders 191418
Italy 191718," "Suvla." "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumanl." "Egypt.
1915 1 6 " " G a z a " " El Mughar." "Jerusalem." "Jericho." " T e l l 'Asur," "Palestine. 191718." "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
IJ10 10.
uaid,
5
1( Sharqat „ .. Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record

Office—Warwick.

Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The Carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment (M.G.)
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces:
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
4th Bn. (T.A.)

Battalions:
Shorncliffe.
Tonbridge.

ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent. C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver. C.B.. O.B.E.
O.C.. Regimental Depot, Major C. H. Keenlyside.

" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free: Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with a
Unit of the Regiment should address their MSS. to the SubEditor of the Battalion with which they are serving: otherwise
direct to the Editor, The Barracks. Maidstone. The Editor cannot undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite request
is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of address.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent. C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Appointments
4/R.W.K.
(T Col.). U.K. Service Liaison Staff,
New Zealand.
MAJORS
BoothTucker. J. M. D. ..
. IT Lt.Col.) 214 Group H.Q.. R.P.C.,
M.E.L.F.
Heygate. E. S.. M.C.
. Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
Martyn. A. ..
..
. i T/Lt.Col.) 1/R.W.K.
Andrews, D. H.. M.C.
. 1/R.W.K.
Jackson. L. F. W
. 1/Buffs.
Elliott. G. G.. D.S.O.
(T Col.) U.S. Command and Staff
College, U.S.A.
Brooke, H. J. S.. O.B.E. ..
(T/Lt.Col.) A. A. G. Western Comd.
Hazleton, B. E„ D.S.O., M.C.
. 1/E. Surrey.
Fawcett, G. P
. l/R.W.K.
Spurr, E. C.
. 1/R.W.K.
Stoneham. B. J. R.
. Standing President C.M.. H.Q., H.C.D.
Keenlyside. C. H
Depot, R.W.K.
Moss, R. E
. 2/K.A.R.. E. Africa.
Fyler, A. R
. H.Q. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
Buckle, P. C. M
. 1/R.W.K.
Flint, A. J. M.. M.B.E. ..
. 1/R.W.K.
Crook, P. E., O.B.E.
. 1/R.W.K.
Read, M. R., M.C.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Butler, R.. M.B.E.. M.C. ..
. H.C.G.T.C.
Courtney. G. B.. M.B.E., M.C. .. Leave U.K.
. Grn. Adjt. Gibraltar.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R, L.. M.C.
. M.A., Paris.
Jackson. D. W
. 1/Para. Regt.
Thomas. R. C. W.. O.B.E.
. G.S.O. II Eastern Comd.
Bailey, J. D. B
. Language Course, Hong Kong.
. Int. Corps Depot — Language Course
Archer. M. G. M„ M.C. . .
at London University.
Rickcord. M. B.
. 1/R.W.K.
Turner. P. R. H.
. 1/R.F., B.A.O.R.
1/Middlesex.
Dowse. R. K.
. R.A.F. Staff College.
Gwilliam, D. H.
. Mons, O.C. Sch.
Faulkner. D. O.
Names
..
Brounlie, C. A. de B.. M.C.
Talbot r> E. B. D.S.O.. M.C.

Manners, D. C. J.
Waring. H. B. H.
Eason, J. A.
Brock. J. H.
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth. G. U.. M.B.E
Dover. V., M.C.
Clarke, H. W.
White, R. K„
Willis. C. F.
Roper, I. H.. M.C. ..
Monckton. D.. M.C.
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A. ..
Woodman. E. G., M.C.
Hunting, K. M.
Buike, R. A., M.C.
Henning, P.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Myers. P. O., M.C.
Ruffell, D
Macmillan. H. A.
Blum, D. E. ..
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.
Osborne. E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.
Clarke, C. S.
Campbell, D P. I.
Nicholls. R. W. G.
Bosworth, P. R.
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R
Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P.
Stock, P. R. ..
Leigh, P. S. . .
Howlett, G. H. W.
Mines, R. C. E., M.B.E
Pond, B. A.. M.B.E.
Si vers, A. E.. M.M.

CAPTAINS
.. Adjt. S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
.. (T/Maj.) B.M.. 133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
.. 1/Nigeria Rgt., W.A.
.. (T/Maj.) Br. Ser. Mission, Burma.
.. (T/Maj.) Staff College.
.. Att. H.C.G.T.C.
.. (T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
. . H.G.B.T.C.
.. Att. H.C.G.T.C.
.. 2/3(K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
.. 1/Sierra Leone Regt., W.A.
H.Q. SubArea, Nairobi.
. . 4 /R.W.K.
.. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt., T.A.
.. Min. of Supply.
.. Depot R.W.K.
.. Adjt. 17 Para. Bn., T.A.
.. Att. H.C.G.T.C.
. . H.C.G.T.C.
.. H.C.G.T.C.
.. Att. H.C.G.T.C.
.. Grn. Adjt. Nairobi SubArea.
.. H.C.G.T.C.
.. H.Q.. Farelf.
Eaton Hall, O.C. Sch.
. . G.S.O. Ill H.C. Dist.
.. 1/Para. Regt.
LIEUTENANTS
W. Africa.
H.Q. 27 Inf. Bde. Farelf.
1 R.W.K.
T/Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
iT/Capt.) A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/Middlesex.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
2ND LIEUTENANTS
1/R.W.K.
H.C.G.T.C. (Held Str.).
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTERS
(Major) 4/R.W.K.
I Major) Depot.
ICapt.) 1/R.W.K.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS

Names

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M.. B.A.O.R.
D.A.D.P.R., B.A.O.R.

Thrift, K. G.. O.B.E.
Allen. R. H. D.. M.C., T.D.

CAPTAINS
Trumper. J. M. S. W
Thornton. A. S.
Grimshaw, W.
Russell, H. C„ M.C
Holman, L. J.
Cox, A. G.
Marsh, H. W.
De Havilland. V.
Miller. D. S.
Bell, T. D. ..
Douris, I. A.
Evans, E. A.
Desmond, M. F.
Galilee. R. J., M.C
BrooksHarrington, E. W
Mugford, N. D.
Burbridge. I. C.

.
.
.
.
.
.

Huckle, G. S.
Gibbons. A. ..
Carr, A. S. A.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Deed, E. A.
Jones. F. J.
Mannering, L. A.
Mott, D. H.. M.M.
McDowell, P. B.

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Rgt.
P. & E.E., Pendine
IT/Maj.) 4/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
B.A.O.R.
I T/Lt.Col.) Army Ops. Research Gp.)
.
.

Grn. Adm. Unit Celle, B.A.O.R.
H.Q.. S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
S Capt. A. Fd. Records.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
Depot R.W.K.
H.C.G.T.C.
S/Capt. War Office Q6.
Adm. Offr. No. 2 Army Basic Trades
Centre.
S/Capt. A.G.3 (a) War Office.
Lancastrian Bde. Trg. Centre.
H.Q., W.A.A.S.C. (W.A.).
G.H.Q. Fd. Records, M.E.L.F.
1/R.W.K.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.. B.A.O.R.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.

LIEUTENANTS
Walters. B. C. H.
Andrews, L. G.
Allen, W. D.
Mansfield, A. P.
Abplanalp. V. C.
Ellwood, K. S.
Allberry, R. F.
Davis, B. A.
Dinsdale. J. W.
Scouller, J. A.

1/R.W.K.
B.A.O.R. 4R' List.
12/Lieut.).
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
Depot & Trg. Est. R.M.P.
East Africa Trg. Centre. E.A.
(T/Capt.) P.S.S. Lingfield.
4/Malay Regt., Farelf.
H.Q. 3 Inf Bde. M.E.L.F.
! 2/Lieut.) H.C.B.T.C.

QUARTERMASTERS
Watts. A. E.. M.B.E., T.D.
.. (Major) H.C.G.T.C.
Blake, A. G.. M.B.E
(Capt.) H.Q. Hamburg Dist. B.A.O.R.
Cook, E. S
ICapt.) Depot R.W.K.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash, W„ M.B.E., T.D.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Brounlie. C. A. de B.. M.C.

Stocker. J. D„ M.C., T.D.
Waring. A. R. H„ T.D.
Warner, J. K„ M.C. T.D. (2ic).

Bird, C. W. L„ T.D.
Coombes, A. H., T.D.
Meyrick. K. C.

Roper. I. H., M.C. (Adjt.).
Ford. A. H.
Hayes, J.

CAPTAINS
Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.
LIEUTENANTS
Pennells, H. D. A.
VanHasselt, M.

Bobby. J.
CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.

2ND LIEUTENANTS
Duggan. H. R.

Atkins, G. A. H.

QUARTERMASTER
Mines, R. C. E. (Major), M.B.E.

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
Baker, L. B. C. (2/Lieut).
Leys. C. T. (2/Lieut.).

Maclay. J. N. (2/Lieut.).
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Social and Personal

~E6itorial

I

N this issue we publish an account of the visit of our
ColonelinChief to Shorncliffe to attend the farewell
parade of the 1st Bn.. prior to their departure overseas.
On this occasion a representative party from all Branches
of the Past and Present Association took part for the first
time. At the same time we are reproducing a consider
able number of photographs. We are indebted to Messrs.
Lambert Weston, the Keystone Press Agency Ltd., and the
Central Press Photos Ltd. for permission to publish these
photographs.
The Bn. sailed from Liverpool on Friday, the 2nd
February, the Colonel of the Regiment, Brig. O. Y. Hibbert.
D.S.O., M.C., Lt.Col. H. J. S. Brooke, O.B.E., and Maj. and
Mrs. Leigh were present to see them off.
It was indeed bad luck that the engines of the
" Devonshire " should choose to break down during one of
the worst storms we have had so far this winter, when they
were in the Bay of Biscay. Happily, the S.O.S. message
was cancelled later, as the crew had been able to repair the
main engine and get the ship under control again. We
are pleased to he able to report that the Colonel of the
Regiment has received a radiogram from the acting C.O.
of the Bn. in which he says that everyone was in good
heart.
*

*

*

We are delighted to be able to say that almost without
exception, the reports we have received on the new cover
design and other improvements in the " Gazette." have been
most complimentary.
*

'

*

*

" From Kent to Kohima," by Maj. E. B. Stanley
Clarke and Capt. A. T. Tillott. Gale and Polden. 2'1/(7.
post free.
This books tells the history of the 4th Bn., The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, from 1939 to 1947. and
covers the services of the Bn. in France, North Africa
and Burma, and is well provided with maps and photo
graphs.
The authors are to be congratulated on producing a
most interest and easily read history of the Bn.
The epic of their stand at Kohima requires no
embellishment: it is set out in a sfnYple and straight
forward manner and one cannot help but admire the spirit
and determination with which the Bn. clung fo the small
perimeter against overwhelming odds during the 16 days of
the siege.
Field Marshal Sir William Slim, in a foreword to the
book, says: "I am proud and fortunate to have had this
Bn. under my command in Burma . . . The Bn. gained
particular distinction at Kohima. one of the decisive battles
of the war, its record is one of which the whole Regiment
can deservedly be proud."
*

*

*

Past and serving members of the Regiment can obtain
copies of this history at the special price of 15/6, post free,
on application to—
O.C., 4/R.W.K.,
T.A. Centre,
Avebury Avenue,
Tonbridge.

S

INCE we last went to press the following visitors have
called at Regimental Headquarters: —
Lt.Col. C. A. de B. Brounlie, M.C.;
Maj. A. R. Fyler;
Lt.Col. C. E. P. Craven, O.B.E.:
Maj. R. C. E. Mines, M.B.E.:
Maj. R. Love;
Maj. E. G. Elliott:
Capt. D. E. Blum;
Lt.Col. A. Martyn also called, but his visit was
in the nature of duty.
*

*

*

We have had an enquiry from Maj. R. Brown, M.C.,
who is trying to trace any surviving members of the 97th
Regiment who were serving in Halifax, Nova Scotia in
1879.
Maj. Brown's father was serving in the 97th at that
time.
If any survivor should see this, or if anyone knows of
any of the 97th who are still alive, will they please inform
Maj. Brown at 34, New Road. South Darenth, Dartford.
«

*

*

Capt. H. W. Baseley, informs us that he arrived in
Tanganyika after a comfortable voyage. He goes on to
say that he is going to have a very interesting year ahead
building a new uptodate prison seven miles from Tanga,
with convict labour and did not expect to wield a trowel
and site a small gauge railway, but nevertheless, he is a
thousand times better off. He has a very nice house which
will accommodate his family with ease, when he succeeds
in getting them out.
He says there are plenty of opportunities for ex
Q.O.R.W.K. members in the Prison Dept., if any are
interested he will be pleased to answer any of their letters.
His address is—
Prison Dept.,
Tanga.
Tanganyika,
East Africa.
*

*

*

Capt. D. F. Hackforth. writing from 54. Brettonwood
Avenue, Unibillo, Durban, sends us a cutting from "The
Natal Mercury" on "The P.B.I.", which, unfortunately,
we cannot reprint in this issue owing to lack of space. He
says: —
" I recall a recent request for script for the Personal
Column. We now have a South African in the family.
Christopher Graham, born November 26th, a brother to
our pigeon pair, Robin and Kay.
" T sometimes meet S. J. Law, who was in the Regiment.
He is doing very well as Managing Director of Edward
Sharp (South Africa) Ltd., the local offshoot of our old
friends, the toffee makers, in Maidstone.
" A brief note this but a good opportunity to wish the
Regiment, and you personally, a very happy New Year."
*
*
*
A provisional constitution for the Pakistan Society,
which was formerly inaugurated by Mr. Laiquat Ali Khan
on January 16th is being drafted by a foundation com
mittee. From a regimental point of view it is interesting
to note that the Chairman is Sir Frederick Bourne, late
Governor of East Pakistan.

28
Sgt. Bricknell, R., serving with 48 Ghurka Inf. Bde.
Signal Squadron, c/o G.P.O., Kuala Lipis, Malaya, says he
enjoys following the moves of his old Regiment, the 2nd
Bn., "The Queen's Own," now amalgamated with the 1st
Bn., and hopes to meet up with some of his old comrades
in Malaya.
*

*

*

Capt. J. L. H. Slade. writing from Kuala Pilah Police
Station, Negri Sembilan, Malaya, says: —
" Communal life out here was not so good, due mainly
to the limitations on movement imposed by the bandits, so
I have joined the police in order to have a smack at them.
Being again in a force, I am once more saying, ' Roll on
that big boat.'
" I would like to convey to you and the P. and P.
Association my greetings and best wishes for 1951."
.*
*
*
Maj. J. E. Holland, 57, Central Terrace, Kelburn.
Wellington, New Zealand, wishes to be remembered to
Capt. Reed, W. Grimshaw, North, M.M., Skelton and Maj.
Coombes.
*

*

*

Lt.Col. K. C. Christofas, M.B.E., British Embassy,
Rio de Janeiro, says it is very pleasant to watch the Regi
ment's doings in " The Q.O.G." In the height of mid
summer in Rio we envy you your snow and cold, but I
hope I may be coming back to London in a few months—
perhaps, if I am lucky, in time for the Regimental Dinner.
He concludes with best wishes to his many old friends.
*

*

*

Col. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C., is expecting to
leave New Zealand (plus family) in the " Dominion
Monarch"—E.T.D.: 15th March, 1951; E.T.A.: South
ampton. midApril. His address on arrival in the U.K.
will be c/o Mrs. Pyper, Palace Corner. Charing, Kent.
* ft

*

Brig. N. I. Whitty, D.S.O., informs us that things are
going well with him in Rhodesia, "and thank God for the
pleasant weather we have when 1 hear of your frost, snow,
fog and beastliness."

REGIMENTAL CRICKET
The following Regimental matches have been arranged
for 1951: —
Saturday, May 19th, versus The Mote, away at Maid
stone.
Wednesday, June 27th, versus Queen's Royal Regi
ment, at Guildford.
Friday, June 29th, versus The Buffs, at Canterbury.
Saturday, July 7th, versus Band of Brothers, at Regi
mental Depot.
Sunday, July 8th, versus The Mote, at Regimental
Depot.
Without the 1st Bn. to call upon this year, we will
undoubtedly have difficulty in raising sides for some of the
matches. Tt is, therefore, earnestly requested that any
cricketer who has served in any Bn. of the Regiment will
make every effort to play in as many matches as possible.
PLEASE LET O.C., REGIMENTAL DEPOT. KNOW
IN GOOD TIME WHAT MATCHES YOU CAN PLAY

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Queen Mary's Hospital,
Roehampton.
January 19th, 1951.
Dear Sir,
At the time of writing. I have been almost three weeks
in the above hospital of the Ministry of Pensions, still
suffering from the illeffects of our unpleasant contact with
the German army.
Through your columns, T would like to express my
very great appreciation, first, to my old pals of B Coy.,
5th Bn., for their very generous " whip round," which
resulted in my receiving some very needful cash, and
secondly, to the members of the Catford Branch of the
Association for their gift of my favourite tobacco and
magazines. T would also like to thank the Catford Branch
for their thought in sending a representative in the person
of my old friend, Charlie Bailey, to my wife to see whether
she was in need of anything.
It is really a grand feeling to know that one has such
staunch pals as these, who come to the rescue at the least
hint of trouble, and surely no better case for the existence
of these O.C.A.s could be found.
Our B Coy. organization has been in existence for
some years, has little or no regular income, nor normally
does it cater for benevolence or philanthropy, it being con
cerned solely with good fellowship and comradeship. Each
of its members has actively served with most of the others,
in war or peace and we may therefore be excused our some
what parochial outlook if we regard our organization with
rather more affection than any other, but on occasions such
as that, the object of my letter, it makes one rejoice to
know that one's old pals are concerned with the material
as well as the spiritual comforts.
The Catford and District Branch of the P. and P.A.,
to which I am proud to belong, is the newest, probably
the smallest, and indeed, the poorest (financially) of all
Branches, but their immediate reaction in sending up a
visitor to my wife and their subsequent generous gift
shows that they are rich in kindness and thoughtfulness.
Such a Branch must surely prosper, and when I am finally
released from hospital ! shall, D.V., do my best to further
this object.
And now, as it is difficult writing in bed, I must close
by thanking once again my old comrades and new com
rades for their friendship and generosity.
Yours very sincerely.
The Editor,
Len Clarke.
" Q.O.G."
Dear Sir,
I cannot allow the occasion to pass without expressing
my thanks to the members of the Sgts'. Mess, 1st Bn., for
the many kindnesses shewn to me during my two days'
stay with them on the occasion of the Farewell Parade on
IOth January and in this. I believe, I express the views of
those veterans who were present on parade.
The weather could not by any means be termed royal,
but fortunately kept fine for the parade, the highlight of
which was, of course, the presentation of our humble selves
to our ColonelinChief, H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent,
whose gracious words will be treasured in our memories for
many a day.
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An excellent lunch was served up in the N.A.A.F.I. at
Ross Barracks and all did justice to same.
Full details of the parade will, no doubt, be given
in the current issue of " The Queen's Own Gazette " by
abler pens than mine, so 1 will not attempt any description
of the parade and other proceedings connected with same.
It will, however, be one of the "red letter" days of my
association with the 1st Bn., which began 56 years ago.
In passing, however, 1 would state that my opinion of St.
Martin's Camp did not compare favourably with Napier
Barracks, which the Bn. occupied from December, 1902,
to April, 1904, when it returned home after upwards of
20 years' foreign service.
In conclusion. 1 would wish Godspeed, a good voyage
and safe return to all members of my old Bn., in which 1
spent 21 unbroken but eventful years, and to all my old
comrades, a happy reunion in July next.
J. Mackintosh.
The Editor,
".The Queen's Own Gazette."

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
Births
HACKFORTH.—'To Capt. and Mrs. Hackforth at 54.
Brentwood Ave.. Umbilo, Durban, a son, Christopher
Graham, born 26th November, 1950.

Deaths
ASH WORTH.—At West Wickham, Kent, on 1st Dec.,
1950, John Ashworth. He served with the 5th Bn.
during the 191418 war.
BELSEY.—At Tunbridge Wells on January 19th. Mr.
Belsey. late 6th Bn. ETe spent a number of years in
Preston Hall Hospital as a result of T.B., contracted
whilst a prisoner of war in Germany.
FOSTER—At Pembury Hospital, on 11th January, 1951,
Mr. E. C. (Chris.) Foster, late R.W.K.
REED.—At Tunbridge Wells, in January. 1951. Mr. W.
Reed. Mr. Reed enlisted in the 1st Kent Vol. Bn. in
1902. He continued serving with the Bn. after the
formation of the T.A. in 1908. He was mobilized
with the 4th Bn. in 1914 and was posted to 2/4th Bn.,
with whom he served until his transfer to J/4th Bn. in
India in 1917. He served through the Afghan Cam
paign and returned to England in 1919, where he was
demobilized.
VIDLER—At Wateringbury, on 22nd December. 1950.
Mrs. Vidler. wife of Mr. W. J. Vidler, late R.W.K.
(This death was inadvertantly published last
month under the name of Dicker. We offer our
apologies to Mr. Vidler for any inconvenience caused
through the error which was the result of calligraphy.)
WILLIAMS.—At Beecroft, Valley, N. Wales, on 3rd
February. 1951, Idwal O. Williams, late R.W.K. Died
suddenly in a chair at the barber's shop, Valley.
We extend our sympathy to the relatives of the
deceased.
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Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS

FROM

LONDON

GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY

Capt. D. O. Faulkner (67438) to be Maj., 29th
January, 1951.
Capt. D. H. Cwilliam (74679) to be Maj., 27th
January, 1951.
Lt. A. W. Franklin (350207) to be Capt., 4th January,
1951.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION

Lt.

P. B. McDowell (326102)
December, 1950.

EMERGENCY COMMISSION

to

be Capt., 2nd

«

22307152 Cadet Wilfred Raymond Wood (413400) to
be 2nd Lt., 21st October. 1950.
ROYAL ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS

Lt. George William Pullcn (339360), from R.W.K.
Short Service Commn., to be Lt.. 29th November,
1950, with seniority, 11th March, 1943.
ROYAL ARMY SERVICE CORPS

2nd Lt. (War Subs. Capt.)
Matthews (197303), from
mission), to be Capt.. 7th
seniority, 26th November.

Edward Robert Cecil
R.W.K. (Emerg. Com
November, 1950, with
1944.

ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS

Capt. Gordon Hamiliton Peirson (138416), from
R.W.K., to be Lt. 3rd January, 1951, with
seniority, 18th August, 1941.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

The KING has been graciously pleased to confer the
award of the Territorial Efficiency Decoration on Capt.
(Hon. Maj.) J. C. Rictchel (93819).
4.

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
The Museum is now taking shape in the new room in
the Orderly Room Block. Recent acquisitions consist of
partition screens and show cases for uniforms, silver and
the model of H.M.S. " Maidstone." The exhibits are now
displayed as far as possible in chronological order in the
bays, and with additional space available, there is plenty
of room for more exhibits.
At the moment the bay covering the period 19141945
is particularly in need of additional items. Uniforms,
weapons, badges, flashes, medals and documents, etc.. are
most acceptable. Will you please send any items of any
period, which you think may be of interest, to O.C., Regi
mental Depot, The Barracks, Maidstone, either as gifts or
on loan.
All gifts are acknowledged by letter and in "The
Queen's Own Gazette" and the name of the donor will
appear on the exhibit where practicable and in the
catalogue.
We rely on your support for the success of the
' Museum.
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STRANGE, TO RELATE

r

HE following is taken from Appendix VI of " Invicta "
(Molony's History of the 1st Bn., The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment in the Great War): —

" No. 5597, PTE. J. READING
"On 22nd February, 1918, the front line N.E. of
Sprcsiano being shelled, two men were buried and had
their legs taken off' by the collapse of a shelled dugout.
Pte. Reading, during the continued shelling, dug out one
man alive, applied firstaid and put him in a place of
safety, thereby undoubtedly saving this man's life. He
then returned to the dugout and recovered the body of
the second man; severe shelling was going on all the time."
*

*

*

For 32 years the rescued man, Mr. F. W. Ford, now
residing in Walmer, tried to locate and identify his
rescuer.
On 18th August, 1950, Mr. Ford wrote to the Editor
of "The Queen's Own Gazette": —
" Dear Sir,
" I should be grateful if any of your readers could
help me to trace No. 5597. Pte. J. Reading, 1st R.W. Kents,
especially when they know the following details.
" Last week 1 was sitting on the front here and got into
conversation with 'Chisel' Skardon, who kindly lent me
Lt.Col. Molony's book on the 1st.
"Judge of my amazement when I read of my own
burial and subsequent saving by No. 5597, Pte. J. Reading,
on the banks of the Piave. near Spresiano, on February
22nd, 1918. for which action he was ' Mentioned.'
" When I tell you that 1 lost both legs by gunfire, you
will realise how much J should like to meet the man who
undoubtedly saved my life.
" J have tried many times to find my rescuer, but had
given up hope many years ago.
" If anyone can put me in touch with him, T earnestly
beg of them to do so.
" Yours sincerely,
F. W. Ford,
late G18194, 1st R.W. Kents."

ft

*

*

Appeals Secretary's Office.
" Browfield," Dagmar Rd.,
Exmouth, Devon.

Dear Sir,

1 am desired by the Council of this Society to inform
you that at the Society's recent Annual General Meeting
it was decided to reduce the rates of annual subscription
by fifty per cent, and to introduce a Life Membership
subscription. The rates of subscription to the Society are
now therefore: —
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS :

*

FINALE
The Past and Present Association of "The Queen's
Own is looking forward to the Annual Reunion, when
it is hoped we may see both the actors in (he above drama
at Maidstone, and in order to provide a fitting end to a
unique story, the Editor of "The Queen's Own Gazette"
is sending to each of the participants a copy of "Invicta,"
with the compliments of the Regiment.

£

For Retired Officers or wives or relatives
of Serving Officers
For Officers' Widows or relatives of
Deceased Officers
"...

s. d.
10

0

5

0

SUBSCRIPTION FOR LIFE MEMBERSHIP
OF THE SOCIETY:

For Retired Officers or wives or relatives
of Serving Officers
5 0
For Officers' Widows or relatives of
Deceased Officers
2 10

0
0

2. 1 am to add that while this policy has only been
rendered possible by the considerable increase in the
Society's membership during the past year, it has also been
adopted in the hope that it will lead to an even greater
increase of strength in the near future. Given the support
of even forty per cent, of the retired officers of the three
Services or their dependants, the Council are confident that
the Society can obtain official recognition as a " negotiating
body when it will be in a strong position from which to
press its claim for an equitable revision of the entire
structure of the Services' Retired Pay and Pensions, with
particular attention to the claims of officers' widows.
3. My Council would be very grateful for any help
you may feel able to give in the matter of bringing the
above points to the notice of your readers.
Yours faithfully,
E. A. K. Crossfield,
A ppeals Secretary,
Officers' Pensions Society.

*

On 20th January, 1951, Mr. Ford wrote to inform us
that his ambition had been realised and that he had got
into contact with Mr. Reading, he states. In fact, he is
staying with me for the weekend."
Mr. Reading is now 70 years of age and a veteran of
the Boer War in addition to the last two wars. On being
questioned by Mr. Lord as to how he found him. he
replied: " By your nose, that's all there was of you stick
ing out of the ground; just the tip of it."
*

OFFICERS' PENSION SOCIETY

4

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
3rd March.—Annual Meeting, Past and Present
Association.
15th June.—"At Home" at Savoy Hotel
15th June.—Regimental Dinner at the Junior
_ United Services Club, Charles II Street, S.W.I.
14th to 20th July.—Maidstone Cricket Week.
15th July.—Reunion, Maidstone.
(subject to confirmation)
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A Brief History of the Military Band
By BANDMASTER R. G. WATKINS, A.R.C.M.

S

INCE my appointment to "The Queen's Own," I
have had a great many queries regarding Military
Bands and some of the traditions behind them, there
fore, I am making my first literary attempt in writing this
article for the Gazette, and hope that it will interest not
only Bandsmen, past and present, but all readers.
The Military Band, which, of course, runs in parallel
with military music, is inclined to be rather a controversial
subject, but 1 will endeavour to put the facts before you,
and also assure you that these statements are taken from
wellknown authorities on this side of military life.
In Western Europe only trumpets and horns were
used until the eleventh century. This was the martial
music that the Crusaders used when they took the field
against the Saracens. The Saracens, on the other hand,
had a more formidable array of trumpet, horn, reedpipe,
shawm, drum, kettledrum, cymbals and hells: the players
were organized into a band which played unceasingly
during the battle. When the' Crusaders returned they
brought with them the ideas of the Saracens, and thus we
see in England the growth of the first Military Band, as
opposed to the trumpets and horns, which had been used
heretofore for heraldic sounds at the courts of Kings, and
for the sounding in battle.
Therefore, the only place we can now expect to find
Military Bands is in the courts of Kings. King Edward
III of England had five trumpeters, two clarions, five waits
and a drum, whilst King Henry VII had increased it to
nine trumpets, five sackbuts (trombones) and shawms.
There was a complete family of shawms, ranging from
the small descant (21 inches long) to the double bass (100
inches long). They had a narrow, conical bore and were
blown by a double reed like the oboe.
In 1557 wc come to our old friends, the files and
drums; England, at St. Quentin, allowed each Regiment
of Foot up to twelve players on the drums and fifes.
Here, perhaps, a word on the origin of the fife. We have
seen earlier how the drum was introduced from the East,
and the fife was adopted from the famous Swiss troops
in the French service.
Garrard, in his "Arte of Wane," 1591, writes:
" According to the stroke of the drum, so shall they go,
just and even, with a sumptuous pace. For by so doing,
so they shall be honoured and commended by the lookers
on, who shall take wonderful delight to behold them."
Here, I think, one must realise and decry the change ol
our manner in waging war: gone are the days of the
pitched battle, when chivalry and grace played such an
important part, and in its place we have the horrors ol
warfare as it is waged today.
At the beginning of the 17th century, the recognised
martial music in Britain was still the drums and fifes for
the infantry, whilst the cavalry used trumpets and kettle
drums, although the latter instrument was only granted to
special units as a Battle Honour.
To Louis XIV of France, can, 1 think, be given the
honour of introducing the first Military Band in its
modern significance. England soon realised the possi

bilities of these bands, and when the Grenadier was intro
duced into the British Army, six oboes were attached to
the Horse Grenadiers (1678), and later the British
Dragoons were allowed one oboe and two side drummers
to each Company. The Foot Guards adopted the oboe
in 1685, and before the close of the century we see the
oboe being used with the ordinary regiments of infantry.
It is not possible to get complete and authentic data on
this period, but the first concrete facts regarding instru
mentation, etc., is that in 1762, when the Royal Artillery
Band was formed, it consisted of two trumpets, two French
horns, two bassoons and four oboes or clarinets, and
during the 1770's many British infantry regiments could
boast of from eight to ten performers in their regimental
bands. These "Bands of Musick," with the exception of
the Royal Artillery, The Life Guards, Horse Guards,
Horse Grenadiers and the Foot Guards were unofficial,
although tolerated by the authorities. In many cases these
hands consisted of hired professionals, who, history tells
us, were often missing when required to "Strike up
stirring musick" to goad the troops into, action on the
field of battle. It is said that the first band of enlisted
musicians was that of the 1st Grenadiers Guards in 1749.
Throughout the 18th and first hall of the 19th
centuries the leader, or director, led his band with his
instrument; in Britain he was known as the Master
Musician or Music Major. The craze at this period was
that he should be a foreigner, usually a German or Italian.
Frenchmen, by a War Office order, were forbidden.
The primary function of a Military Band was, of
course, for army duties, i.e., to provide music tor the
march, to cheer the soldier in battle and to brighten and
comfort him in camp or barracks; also, as Kipling once
said: "There was no greater asset to recruiting than the
band."
The officers of the regiment maintained their own
bands by contributing to a " Band Fund," and they look
every opportunity of using the hand lor their own pleasure.
Here one can see the origin of the regimental hand play
ing for the officers' dinner; also the officers had no hesita
tion in hiring out the band to play at local civic receptions,
processions, etc., etc.
Cymbals and bass drums, etc., to which I referred
earlier in this narrative, were introduced to England
between 1777 and 1785, and were referred to as "Eastern
music," also, instead of importing Eastern performers,
negroes were used, and with their natural agility,
and by wearing their national dress they caused a
tremendous stir amongst the civilian population. 1 he
leopard skin, which is worn by bass drummers, is actually
a relic of these times, when the negroes, or " Blacks." as
they appeared on the books, were dressed as exotically as
possible.
From its coming to its going, the 19th century was
full of new ideas in the realms of instruments, both from
the orchestral and military band points of view. Valves
were introduced to the brass instruments, thus enabling
them to produce their full chromatic compass, and
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additional keys were introduced to the woodwind. This
was a tremendous help to the Military Band, who, pre
viously had only the slide trombone and slide trumpet
amongst their brass, who were capable of producing any
thing except natural harmonics. In France. Adolphc Sax
produced a family of brass instruments called saxhorns,
and followed these with another group known as Sax
trombes. About 1840. Sax invented the saxophone, this
instrument was taken into use by the French Army bands,
and even to this day the French and the Americans use
almost the complete family of saxophones, ranging from
the soprano, or sopranino, to the bass, or baritone. The
saxophone has never, for some unknown reason, found
very much favour in the British Army band, and one
seldom sees more than one alto and one tenor saxophone
on parades or playing out.
During this period the clarinet ousted the oboe from
its role as No. 1 instrument in the Military Band, owing
to the addition of keys; Lefevre, who added a sixth key,
and Klosc, who applied Boehm rings, were both French
Army bandsmen.
Each regimental band had its own various instruments,
and the music was all written out in manuscript form,
by the bandmasters. However, in Britain in 1845, Carl
Boose, of the Scots Guards, published a standard journal,
and a year later. Charles Godfrey, of the Coldstream
Guards,'published another. As is obvious, this was a great
improvement on the manuscript, and bandmasters began
to bring their bands to standard instrumentation, and
thereby uniformity in the instruments used began to take
shape.
At the outbreak of the Crimean War in 1854, a halt
was made to progress of bands in the British Army.
During the Peninsular War, bandsmen were retained in
role as bandsmen, but the Crimean War saw them in the
line as stretcher bearers, and as stretcher bearers they
remained until about 1946. With the bandsmen absorbed
into the line, the bandmasters, who were mostly civilians,
took their departure; and the scratch band mustered for
a grand review before the Allied Armies at Varna in 1854
was a very bad show compared with the French Military
Bands present.
In 1856. the CommanderinChief, The Duke of
Cambridge, put an end to this state of affairs, and decided
to abolish the civilian and foreign bandmasters and to
bring all regimental bands under War Office control. To
do this he established The Royal Military School of Music
at Twickenham in 1857, for the purpose of training all
bandmasters and bandsmen. In 1872 all bandmasters had
to obtain the Kneller Hall diploma, and in 1881 the rank
of bandmaster was established as warrant officer, class
one. In Staff Bands, however, they were permitted to
choose their own bandmasters, providing thai he had the
Kneller Hall diploma.
In 1887. Queen Victoria conferred an honorary com
mission on Dan Godfrey, of the Grenadier Guards, and
eleven years later, created the post of Director of Music,
which is a commissioned rank.
The Royal Military School of Music continued its
teaching until 1939, when it was disbanded, and a nucleus
of students, training for their bandmastership, were
established at Churchill House. Aklcrshot.

I

In 1939, all Army bands, with the exception of Boys',
once again went into the line as they did in the 191418
war, as stretcher bearers, and it was not until 1941 that
the War Office realised the tremendous use of bands for
keeping up the morale of troops by giving concerts, etc.
It was, therefore, decided that bands would beconv:
" recognised." This caused a terrific amount of trouble,
as the bandsmen were by this time in all parts of the world,
with hundreds of them as prisoners ofwar. However,
with the nucleus of boys, the bandmasters began to build
up their bands, and it was not very long before the Army
bands were on tour in the various theatres of war, giving
concerts and entertaining the troops in the battle areas
for the first time since the Peninsular War.
In 1948. War Office ordered that bandsmen would cease
to be used as stretcher bearers, and would become bands
men only, and their duties entirely musical, their rates of
pay, and various gradings would depend on their musical
ability alone, this was a great step forward in stabilising
the Military Band, and also attracting the musicians to it.
It meant the curtain being drawn on the day when the
bandsmen were away for days on manoeuvres or chasing
terrorists, and when the key musicians were on duty as
orderly sergeants and corporals; and the curtain rising on
the regimental band in its new function of providing
entertainment within the unit. In 1949 an Army Council
Instruction was published stating the new establishment of
the Regimental Infantry Band. It consists of the follow
ing: 31 bandsmen, and 10 bandboys, with, included in
t.he total of bandsmen, one warrant officer, class one (band
master); one band sergeant, who. on time element of three
years as band sergeant may be promoted to colour
sergeant. and. after a further five years, to warrant officer,
class two: two sergeants; four corporals and four lance
corporals; thus leaving 19 bandsmen, with a grand total
of 41. Staff bands are also mentioned, and are stabilised
at various figures: the Foot Guards have an establishment
of 67, as have the Royal Engineers (Chatham); 49 for the
Household Cavalry and 105 for the Royal Artillery
(Woolwich).
Earlier in this narrative, I referred to the instru
mentation used by Military Bands, and, if you compare it
with the present day, you will be able to realise the
tremendous steps forward that have been taken. My
ideal of the perfect Military Band would be as follows:
2 flutes. ! Eflat clarinet. 2 oboes. 3 solo Bflat clarinets,
I repiano Bflat clarinet, 2 2nd Bflat clarinets, 2 3rd
Bfiat clarinets. 2 Eflat alto saxophones, 1 Bflat tcnor
saxophone. I baritone saxophone, 2 bassoons, 4 horns,
3 solo Bflat cornets. 2 2nd B fiat cornets, 2 tenor trom
bones, I bass trombone. I euphonium. 2 brass basses,
I string bass and 2 percussion. However, that gives a total
of 37, and, with a limited number of 41, including boys,
it must remain an ideal.
Composers have sadly neglected the Military Band,
and the majority of music used is transcriptions from the
orchestra. Marches and waltzes play a big part in original
works; Gung'l was a German bandmaster, and Sousa,
the " March King," an American.
At the beginning of this century the Military Band
was in great demand, as it was the only combination
capable of taking the music of the masters to the people.
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and, apart from the brass band, is the only combination
capable of performing inthe open air or on the march. The
advent of the gramophone and wireless did much to harm
the Military Band, and whereas 20 or 30 years ago every
seaside resort had a terrific following for its Military
Band, it is very difficult to draw the audiences now:
martial appearance and discipline is not sufficient, and
nowadays the regimental band has to compete with
civilian dance orchestras, concert parties and symphony
orchestras; therefore versatility is the keynote. The banc!
must be able to perform as a Military unit for parades,
retreats and ceremonial occasions, and yet must be pre
pared to give concerts that will entertain the troops,
whether in a concert hall, gymnasium, or marquee tent,
without losing any of the dignity and martial appearance
that one associates with their regimental band.
What of our own Regimental Band ? It followed the
usual pattern of Military Bands with their " ups and
downs," as set forth in this narrative, and when it was
reformed about 1942, it was made up of exboys and
Army Class (National Servicemen), as indeed were the
majority of bands that had lost their regular musicians at
the outbreak of the war.
The 1st Bn. Band toured the Middle East, visiting
Egypt, Palestine. Iraq, Iran and the Transjordan, and,
after returning to the Depot, it became the Band of the
Infantry Training Centre in February, 1946. At the end
of 1946 the Band of the 2nd Bn. went out to Germany,
touring the Rhine Army camps, returning late in 1947.
In October. 1947, the Band of the 1st Bn. joined the Home
Counties Brigade Training Centre at Shorncliffe, and
when the 1st Bn. took over as the Training Bn., the Band
remained with them. On the 1st April, 1948, the Bands
of the 1st and 2nd Bns. amalgamated at Shorncliffe.
becoming the Band of The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment.
Now that the Bn. is being reactivated, so also have
the Band left the H.C.G.T.C., and will be going overseas
with the Bn. in the near future.
For those of you who have borne with me, I would
like to say that I have tried as far as possible to avoid
too many technical points, but if anyone has any queries,
I will do my very best to answer them.
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N the passing of Mrs. Sarah Wakefield, on the 10th
January, at the age of 95, whilst staying at Sandgate,
the 2nd Bn. of Royal West Kent Regiment has lost its
oldest Associated Member. Her husband was with the
Colours for 21 years and for some time being its Band
Sergeant, and on his retirement became Canteen Manager,
until he died in 1900.
She married Harry Wakefield in 1885 and they moved
into the Curragh Camp, County Kildare; from there the
Bn. moved to various places until it left Chatham to go
overseas 1898.
She maintained a vivid memory to the last and often
recalled such wellknown names of the Regiment at that
time as Cols. Murray, Partridge and Courtney, Maj.
Martin, Sgt. Coe and many others with lively anecdote.
She leaves two daughters, three grandchildren and
three great grandchildren to mourn her departure.
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Lt.Col. A. Martyn welcomes H.R.H. at the Officers' Mess.
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R.S.M. and Mrs. S. Stephens welcome H.R.H. at the Sergeants' Mess.
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Battalions :

ist BATTALION
FAREWELL VISIT BY H.R.H. THE DUCHESS OF KENT
N 10th January the
1st Bn. were honoured
by a farewell visit,
prior to its embarkation for
service in Malaya, by H.R.H.
The Duchess of Kent, Col.
inChief of the Regiment.
The Lady Rachel Davidson
and Mr. Philip Hay were in
attendance.
H.R.H. arrived at Dover
Marine Station
by boat
express and was received by
the Lord Lieutenant of Kent
and the Mayor of Dover.
From there H.R.H. pro
ceeded by car to the Officers'
Mess accompanied by the
Lord Lieutenant and Lady
,
Cornwallis, and escorted by
w
gPgiVATE  97'i roolA
the Kent Constabulary as
far as Cheriton where the Regimental Police took over.
After being received at the Officers' Mess by the
Colonel of the Regiment and the Commanding Officer.
H.R.H. drove to the Sergeants' Mess, where R.S.M. and
Mrs. Stephens were waiting to greet her. After the War
rant Officers, ColourSergeants, Sergeants and their wives
had been presented to her by the R.S.M., H.R.H. took
coffee in the Mess and chatted with a number of the
members and their wives. Royal compliments were paid
by the Bn. Quarter Guard as the ColonelinChief drove
slowly past it en route to and from the Sgts' Mess.
On return to the Officers' Mess, the Officers and their
wives were presented to H.R.H. by the Commanding
Officer, as also were the G.O.C., Home Counties District,
and the Chairman of " The Queen's Own" Past and
Present Association by the Colonel of the Regiment.
Before luncheon, H.R.H. talked with various officers and
their wives in the anteroom.
After luncheon. H.R.H. took coffee in a special room
set aside for her use in the Mess, and a number of the
wives of other ranks of all companies were presented to
her by Mrs. Martyn.
The ColonelinChief next drove to Ross Barracks
Square, where she was received by the Bn. in line and a
detachment of " The Queen's Own" Past and Present
Association, with a Royal Salute. H.R.H. then inspected
the ranks and talked to many of the men. Afterwards,
the Bn. marched past in quick time in column of com

panies and. having returned to the inspection line, advanced
in review order. After a final Royal Salute, arms were
ordered and the Bn. stood at ease.
The ColonelinChief then addressed the Bn. in the
following words: —
" This parade marks the third occasion in recent years
on which the 1st Bn. has been called for service overseas;
on the earlier occasions it saw active service in Europe
and North Africa, and distinguished itself by its gallantry
in the bitter and hard fighting of those campaigns.
As your ColonelinChief, 1 am proud of the man
ner in which you have upheld the traditions of the
Regiment. You have now to undertake a fresh task in
the service of your country and in the cause of peace,
and I am confident that you will be equal to it, and acquit
yourselves admirably.
" Your smartness and fine bearing on parade have
greatly impressed me this afternoon, and I have been
especially happy to see a detachment of Old Comrades
taking an honourable place beside you.
" I know how great are the sacrifices which your wives,
some of whom I have met today, are making, and I trust
that the time of separation will not be a long one. May
God bless you all, and give you every success, and a safe
and happy return to your homes and people."
Three cheers were then given for H.R.H., the
ColonelinChief, and the Bn. presented arms as the
Duchess entered her car and it drew away from the dais.
The Lord Lieutenant and Lady Cornwallis, the Colonel
of the Regiment and Mrs. Oliver, the G.O.C., Home
Counties District, and the Commanding Officer and Mrs.
Martyn took leave of H.R.H. at the Officers' Mess. She
made the return journey by car, being escorted as far as
the London road by the Regimental Police who then
handed over again to the Kent Contabulary.
So ended a most notable day in the history of the
1st Bn., and one which will always be remembered with
pride and pleasure by those who were fortunate enough
to be present on it. All ranks were particularly pleased to
have a representative detachment of Old Comrades on
parade with them on such an occasion, and to have the
parade ground " kept " for them by recruits of the Regi
ment from the Home Counties Group Training Centre.
Owing to limitations of space, it was only possible for
officers actually on the strength of the Bn. and their wives,
or living locally and having recently been posted off its
strength, to lunch in the Mess. Due to the uncertainty
of the weather at this time of year and the possibility of the
Parade having to be cancelled at the last mintue, invifii
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H.R.H. and MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver.
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H.R.H. speaks to Sgt. B. Taylor.
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H.R.H. inspects No. 1 Company, commanded by Major P. C. M. Buckle. She is seen speaking to C.S.M. R. Nichols.

H.R.H. inspects No. 4 Company, commanded by Capt. V. Dover.
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She is seen speaking to Pte. Baker.
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H.R.H. speaking to members of the Old Comrades' Association with Col. W. V. Palmer, Chairman, of the Assn.
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H.R.H. and Major General W. P. Oliver on the dais during the March Past.
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tions to be present at it was similarly limited to families
and friends of members of the Bn. and others intimately
connected with it who live in the Shorncliffe area.
Officers, Warrant Officers and C/Sgts. actually on
parade included:—
C.O.: Lt.Col. A. Martyn.
Parade 2nd i/c.: Maj. G. P. Fawcett.
Adjt.: Capt. M. A. J. Tugwell.
R.S.M.: R.S.M. S. Stephens.
Bandmaster: Bandmaster R. G. Watkins.
DrumMajor : D.Major G. Watts.
Colour Party :
King's Colour—Lt. K. Dodson.
Regimental Colour—2/Lt. P. S. Leigh.
C.S.M.—C.S.M. T. Leigh.
ColourSergeant—C/Sgt. W. Bowles.
ColourSergeant—C/Sgt. H. Ingleby:
No. / Company :
Maj. P. C. M. Buckle.
Capt. R. W. G. Nicholls.
Lt. P. J. Goodwin.
C.S.M. R. Nichols.
No 2 Company :
Maj. E. C. Spurr.
Capt. P. Henning.
2/Lt. P. Langhornc.
C.S.M. G. Tidey.

" B " COMPANY

No. 3 Company :
Capt. T. V. Upton.
Capt. K. Hunting.
2/Lt. P. R. Stock.
C.S.M. C. Jackson.
No. 4 Company :
Capt. V. Dover, M.C.
Capt. E. A. Deed.
2/Lt. G. H. W. Howlett.
C.S.M. H. Hills.
"Queen's Own" Past and Present Association:
Colonel W. V. Palmer.
Among those with whom time allowed H.R.H. actually
to talk in the Officers' Mess were Maj. P. C. Crook, who
shortly joins the Bn. from instructing at the Staff College,
and Mrs. Crook; Capt. and Mrs. T. V. Upton: Capt. J. B.
Wilson, recently rejoined from the Staff at H.Q.. Home
Counties District, and Mrs. Wilson; Maj. Fyler, Capt.
Gwilliam; 2/Lt. Leigh; and 2/Lt. Langhorne.
Bandmaster and Mrs. Watkins, O.R.Q.M.S. Catt.
R.Q.M.S. Grubb. whose wife is in Switzerland and hopes
soon to rejoin him in the Far East, and C.S.M. and Mrs.
Hills talked to H.R.H. in the Sergeants' Mess. H.R.H.
also spoke to Mrs. Leigh, who has recently recovered from
illness, and C.S.M. Leigh. DrumMajor and Mrs. Watts,
C/Sgt. and Mrs. McCracken. C/Sgt. and Mrs. Ingleby, Sgt.
and Mrs. Taylor and Mrs. White, Sgt. Boorer and others.
Alter luncheon, the following were presented to the
ColonelinChief: Mrs. Freelove, Mrs. Robinson. Mrs.
Skelding, Mrs. McGinty, Mrs. Shoebridge, Mrs. Fuller,
Mrs. Redpath. Mrs. Boswell, Mrs. Pearce, Mrs. Maule
Finch, Mrs. Sandwell, Mrs. Hoare, Mrs. Squires, Mrs.
Healey, Mrs. Browning and Mrs. Bryant.
*

*

Maj. "Bertie" Pond has now left us to join the staff
at the Depot. We are very sorry to see him go and wish
him, good luck for the future. Pat Elgood and " Twink "
Gwilliam have also left for Staff College and R.A.F. Staff
College respectively. We wish them every success. Capt.
M. Tugwell is now Temporary Adjt. and Lt. R. Nicholls
has taken his place as Assistant Adjt.
There have been several arrivals lately: among them
are Capt. " Bob" Sivers, our new Q.M., Capt. J. Wilson,
who has been on the staff at Home Counties District, Capt.
E. Deed, Capt. R. Shearburn and Lt. Hardie, R.A.M.C.,
our new M.O. The M.O. arrived just in time to inoculate
and vaccinate the whole Bn. !
Training this month has been carried out under diffi
cult conditions, of which the weather was one. On 3rd
January, 1951. the C.O. and a staff of officers and N.C.O.s
tested the whole Bn. on weapon training and minor tactics.
We have also had several signal exercises which have
proved instructive and fairly amusing. Officers' and
N.C.O.s' instruction has also been given in various subjects.
This is our final contribution before embarking for
Malaya. The Advance Party is already on its way in the
" Empire Fowey." Packing is going on all over the camp
and at present the Orderly Room is looking anything but
orderly !
Information has just been received that the Bn.
sails from Liverpool on 2nd February, 1951, on the
" Devonshire."

*

We have strenuously continued in our united attack
against the ever increasing mountain of administrative
problems which has faced us over the past month.
The Advance Party, duly "jabbed." paid and flush
with leave, departed in full force. We wish them bon
voyage and hope to join them very soon in our new
station overseas. At the same time, the M.O. has been
heard to express concern about the prevalence of blunt
needles, while with sighs of anguish the Coy. as a whole
seems to have appreciated his feeling.
We welcome to the Coy. 2/Lt.V. R. Stock and 2/Lt.
P. S. Leigh, who have both been away on courses at the
School of Infantry for the past eight weeks.
Gradually our strength is building up and the train
ing continues in spite of difficulties imposed by long leaves
and numerous fatigues. The Coy. Commander still retains
his private "boiler man" and Capt. K. M. Hunting, who
has been fulfilling this post, alone braves the "hot house"
at the end of the Coy. Office. We presume he is in train
ing for the hotter climes of the Far East !
B Coy. feels justifiably proud of winning the Bn. Train
ing Tests held recently. This is a fine start, and an omen
that the Coy. is determined to uphold in the future. Con
gratulations to all concerned.
FOOTBALL
Owing to lack of time, there have been no Bn. matches
since Xmas. There was, however, another trial which
indicated that there will be a very reasonable Bn. team in
the future. One feature was Lt. Dodson's shooting power
with his right foot. What will happen when he has to
shoot with his left ?
The next time these notes are written the Bn. will be
in a warmer place, but even so. we hope to play football.
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The March Past.
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Advance in Review Order—Royal Salute.
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" C " COMPANY
This month which has just gone, being the first that
the Coy. has actually been formed as C Coy., 1 R.W.K.,
has been an exceedingly busy one.
There have been constant comings and goings of
personnel on leave, and the problem of fitting in men for
Advance, Main and Rear Parties proved a considerable
headache. Now, however, with every one safely away on
leave, including two arrivals, who appeared on leave D Day,
we can sit back and take a quick breather before every
one reappears and the business of getting them safely on
the boat faces us.
On the 10th January, together with a sprinkling of
N.C.O.s and men from H.Q. Coy., we formed no 4 Coy.,
under command of Capt. V. Dover, M.C., H.Q. Coy., for
the Farewell Parade and the visit of the ColonelinChief,
The Duchess of Kent, to the Bn.
So far we have nothing to report in the sports world,
but anticipate that both on the boat and in Malaya we
shall make our presence felt.
We expect that our Coy. Commander, Maj. Crook,
O.B.E., will assume command of the Coy. on board ship.
W.O.H Hills is Coy. Sgt.Major and C/Sgt. Hanson is
C.Q.M.S. Coy. officers include Capt. Deed, Lt. Cambell
and 2/Lts. Watkins, Howlett and Ferguson.

SUPPORT COMPANY
There is very little to report from Sp. Coy. this month,
the most important thing that has happened was the visit
of H.R.H., The Duchess of Kent, the ColonelinChief.
The Coy. formed the backbone of No. 1 Coy. on the
parade and inspection and most people will agree that
No. 1 Coy. was the best on parade.
There has been very little training owing to preparing
for embarkation and leave. In the InterSection Competi
tion the Coy. came second—a very praiseworthy effort,
considering we are all supposed to be specialists.
In the field of sport a very weak Coy. team was
narrowly defeated by 110 in a football match versus H.Q.
Coy. Cpl. Lingham has taken the Coy. for several train
ing runs and should be congratulated on his keenness.

SERGEANTS' MESS
This being the first issue of Sgts'. Mess notes from
St. Martin's Plain, we wish to welcome all new members
to the Mess and we hope that they will enjoy their stay
with the Bn.
Two successful functions have been held since the
Mess opened—a Dance and Social, 7th December, 1950,
also a Farewell Dance, held on the 6th January, 1951. The
Bn.'s Sgts'. Mess Annual Christmas Draw was held on
December 21st and credit must be given to C.S.M. Nicholls
and DrumMajor Watts for their excellent show of prizes.
Our biggest item of news for this issue was the visit
by H.R.H. Duchess of Kent, ColonelinChief of the Regi
ment. on the occasion of the Farewell Parade of the Bn.
Members of the Mess and their wives were presented to
H.R.H. in the Sgts'. Mess.
Our next contribution, we hope, will be compiled
under more favourable climatic conditions than at the
present.
.
J.T.

4th BATTALION

o

N December 15th we were glad to
welcome to the Officers' Mess the
Colonel of the Regiment and several
Past and Present members of the Bn. and
Regiment. The occasion was a cocktail
party, and in spite of very bad weather,
great efforts were made to attend and the
majority of our guests arrived safely. We
were very sorry not to see Colonel and Mrs.
Nash. Colonel Nash has, however, been on the sick list
and we take this opportunity of wishing him a speedy
return to good health. We were glad to welcome Brig.
H. S. Brown, M.C., who many will remember as Comd.,
5th Bn., R.W.K., and also Brig. R. C. Cruddas, D.S.O.,
Comd., 133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.). Many thanks go to the P.M.C.
(Capt. J. L. Large) and his hard working stall' for a most
pleasant evening.
We are glad to be able to announce that in the Brigade
Quarterly InterCompany Rifle Competition we gained first
and second places, represented by D and B Coys. Our
congratulations go to both teams.
The 4th Bn. History, written by Maj. E. B. Stanley
Clarke and Maj. A. T. Tillott, has now been published,
and the Bn. are proud of an excellently written, beautifully
produced description of their exploits during the last war.
If there are any readers who have not yet ordered a copy
and wish to do so. they should communicate with O.C.?
4 R.W.K. (T.A.), T.A. Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
On 11th January. 1951, a Coy. Comdr.s' Conference
was held at C Coy. H.Q. at Sevenoaks when the training
policy of the Bn. was discussed. The location for the Bn.
Annual Camp was anounced as being " Western Heights,"
Dover. The Bn. will be in Camp from 27th May to 10th
June; we shall be glad to welcome any Past and Present
members who may be in the Dover area during that period.

" A " COMPANY
This month's notes sees the beginning of a new year,
so to commence with we would like to wish all members,
past and present, a happy New Year. Our usual scribe
is once again conspicuous by his absence and I will
endeavour to take his place.
The old year passed away without a lot of activity in
the Coy., in fact, we have been closed down for three
weeks. Just prior to this we had a Sunday on Shoreham
Ranges to fire
in the Brigadier's Challenge Shoot.
Unfortunately, half our team couldn't make it, so the Coy.
came nowhere. We hope to make it a different story in
the next shoot.
The beginning of the New Year saw the loss of one of
our old members, viz., Sgt. Jackson, to the Gunners. We
all wish him the very best of luck.
We should also like to congratulate Maj. C. W. L.
Bird on obtaining a medal for his score in the T.A.R.A.
Decentralized Shoot, " The Kolar Cup." Well done, sir !
Old members may like to know that Capt. L. Maynard
has now joined this Coy. We hope his stay will be a long
and happy one.
That just about brings the Coy. news uptodate. T
sincerely hope that our usual scribe is functioning next
month, as he appears to be more adept at this than I am.
Cheerio for now.
Anon.
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" B " COMPANY
The stalwarts of " Busy Bee " resumed activities, after
the Christmas break, on January 9th and are now once
again picking up the training threads.
We are able to welcome two new Officers—Lt. Nash
(whose father, Col. Nash, our Honorary Colonel, many
ex4th and 6th Bn. members will remember as the O.C. of
the 6th Bn. at the outbreak of war) and Lt. Leys. To both
Officers we extend our welcome and hope that their service
with the Bn. will be both happy and not too hectic.
We welcome, too, the news of plans for the formation
of a B Coy., 4th Bn., Old Comrades' Association—a
foundation meeting was held at St. Mary Cray this week,
but at the time of writing we have no further news, but
in our next edition we hope to be able to give details of
enrolments.
The highspot of the month's activities will be on the
30th January, when the Commanding Officer is coming to
the Drill Hall to present medals and certificates to two
members of the Coy.—Pte. Pennells, with the Meritorious
Service Certificate; and Sgt. Vallins, with the 1950 Kolar
Div. Shoot, as a member of the team finishing second. As
this presentation will coincide with the quarterly reporting
of the National Servicemen, we are expecting a hectic
evening, and hopeful that we shall increase our number
of volunteers.
Congratulations are also clue to D Coy. in finishing
first in the Bde. Shoot and our counterparts in The Buffs
in finishing
a close third. B Coy. were sandwiched in
between (we must be slipping), but we realise that others
must be given a chance now and again ! !
We extend to the 1st Bn. our very best wishes on their
move overseas and hope that we may see them home again
in good order before long—at least we can be assured that
the Malaya trouble will be in good hands, and that there
will not be any danger of " Q " trouble.
There are now at least two people in the Bn. who are
qualified as air raid shelter destroyers. Applications for
services or demonstrations will be dealt with in strict rota
tion, but we must insist that they be billed as " The two
amazing space squeezers."
Till February—
" Busy Bee."

" D " COMPANY
Well, folks, there is not much to report this month
owing to the Drill Hall being closed for Christmas. First,
let us congratulate the shooting team on winning the
Brigade Quarterly Shooting Competition; Pte. Charlie
Wilson on getting a possible. Still, he will have to do better
than that to keep his place in the team.
The topic of the moment here is the 'flu, and on Drill
nights several woebegone wights in the stages of recovery
can be seen making their way slowly but surely to the bar.
where they say they can get their medicine, plus a little
light exercise. Even Horace is one of the sufferers, so it
shows that the 'flu is no respecter of age or rank.
" GapinHejrow " is absent, as per usual, at this time
of the month. Still, he might have the 'flu; if he hasn't, he
will wish he has had when he is next seen—no " Q.O.G.";
no return to the Justices court; no Customs and Excise
return; no Club Secretary. Watch out, " GapinHejrow."
you have been warned !
D.B.
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SUPPORT COMPANY
December 30th saw our Annual Children's Christmas
Party and Bank St. Drill Hall was completely transformed
for the ocasion. Streamers, balloons, paper chains, flags, etc.,
hung around the room and in the corner stood a very well
decorated Christmas tree, while in the middle of the room
stood tables, groaning under the weight of " goodies."
I personally, approached Bank Street a little late, and
even had I been unconscious 1 could have found my way
to the Party merely by travelling towards the noise of
children shouting, blowing whistles and generally enjoying
themselves. A very good time was had by all and the
highlight of the proceedings was the sudden arrival of
Santa (Poffley) C'laus, who went around shaking hands with
all the kiddies and kissing all the mothers. When told that
he should be kissing the kiddies and shaking hands with
the mothers, he said he preferred his way !
There was a film show before tea, during which the
dear kiddies saw no more than four murders committed,
and after tea and the giving away of presents by Father
Christmas, another film was shown while the fathers got
on with the washing up (and, of course, the drinking of
the odd pint !). Everybody seemed to enjoy themselves
immensely and great credit is due to Sgts. Shapland and
Smith and the other members of the Committee who
organized such a successful " do."
We were delighted to see our old friends, C.S.M. Hills
and Mrs. Hills at the party and to hear all the latest gossip
from Shorncliffe. It was very nice to see them both again
and we wish " Slosh" the very best of luck and bon
voyage on his forthcoming trip to Malaya, and trust that
it will not be long before we see him again.
Owing to the Christmas period, the Drill Hall has
been closed for training for most of the past month, so there
is nothing to report on this score, except to say that we
have a lot of leeway to make up in the few months before
we go to Camp again, and we must put our backs into it.
We are looking forward to a period of very useful,train,
ing followed by our fortnight at Shorncliffe again this year.
To the inhabitants of that renowned spot, we would say,
" Look out for yourselves, we are on our way again ! "
Recruitment is not going at all well and if any of our
readers know of anyone who is dithering, just give him
that little extra shove which will persuade him to come
along and join us. We have a lot of fun besides doing
quite a useful job for the country. We have a few National
Service men with us at present, but our numbers are still
rather low and there is bags of room for improvement, so
see what you can do.

EYES RIGHT
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fact anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Go., Ltd
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020
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DEPOT

A

S the first month of the New Year slips away the
Barracks have undergone even more changes.
D. E and F Blocks have been reduced to a heap of
rubble which even in its final minute attracted the fickle
gaze of the press to add a fitting close to its eventful
history. Ideas as to what is to be erected on the site when
cleared are still in the embryo stage, but no doubt what
ever is decided upon will add to the appearance of the
barracks in time to come.
Mr. Bird, our capable groundsman, has been convert
ing the rather ugly and not very useful car park into a
very neat garden, which will provide a new and pleasing
feature at the coming Reunion in July. The trees around
the barrack square are also receiving a very severe lopping
and trimming up under his supervision.
With the recommencement of Army Kinema courses
and personnel joining from the 1st Bn., who. for various
reason did not embark for overseas, the Regimental Depot
begins to come alive once more, after the administrative
torpidity of the preceding months.
On the 10th January, the Depot seemed unusually
quiet owing to the Officers, senior and old soldier Other
Ranks proceeding to Shorncliffe to watch our Colonelin
Chief, H.R.H. The Duches of Kent, inspect the 1st Bn. on
their farewell parade prior to proceeding overseas.
Sgt. Standley has joined us from abroad, and together
with Capt. D. W. Wheeler and Pte. Avis, the pioneer, are
working in the Regimental Museum. Soon we hope to
have one of the finest museums of its kind, and already,
thanks to the labours of the abovementioned and all
those others who have so generously given really interest
ing exhibits we have a truly remarkable collection.
The influenza epidemic has not yet struck the camp
with any great effect. The only patient so far being Sgt.
Saywell, who has, we are happy to say. made a speedy
recovery and is now with us once again.
During the month the District Catering Adviser paid
us a visit. We hope he found everything in order and
satisfactory. Sgt. Saywell has been Messing Sergeant at
the Regimental Depot for many months and we harbour
no fears where the bookkeeping is concerned.
Ptes. Collins and Cooper, our M.T. Drivers, were
especially commended for the smart appearance of their
trucks and for the efficient maintenance carried out thereon
during the C.l.V. Inspection in December. The M.T.
Section is our pride and joy and can always be relied upon
for a good report after any inspection.
We" now have a full complement of cooks at the
Regimental Depot, which has enabled us to work out a
rota whereby they get one clay oil' each week and a long
weekend every fifth week.
Interior decoration of the barracks is progressing
rapidly and we are now looking very "spick and span"

and feel that we are doing our bit towards the Festival of
Britain.
in addition to many items sent to the Regimental
Depot for storage, etc., from the 1st Bn., two Regimental
motor 'busses have arrived and are parked temporarily on
the edge of the barrack square. These, it is understood are
for sale. The body work appears to be in good condition
and the engines in good running order. Any offers ?
The weather has curtailed our sporting activities in
the soccer and hockey spheres, nevertheless, a few of the
staff made up a mixed hockey team with our neighbours.
303rd (Kent) Bn., W.R.A.C. (T.A.), versus Chatham
Y.M.C.A. The game was rather spoilt by the late start
and the state of the pitch, it being almost dusk when the
final whistle blew and we retired from the field pleasantly
tired and defeated by a better team. Only one soccer
match has been played during the month. This was a trial
match which brought to light some unexpected talent
among the staff. The Commanding Officer took part in
this match, which resolved into a marathon affair as the
referee continued play beyond full time until each team
had scored an equal number of goals. The C.O. realized
the next day that he was not quite so physically fit as he
thought he was and was inclined to blame the long hours
of play.
As we go to press some disturbing news has been
received and published in all daily newspapers, that H.M.T.
" Devonshire." on which the 1st Bn. embarked at Liver
pool on 2nd February, had run into a reallv rough patch
of weather in the Bay of Biscay, and was being bufi'etted
by huge waves with her engines out of order. We are
pleased that repairs were soon put in hand and that they
were able to proceed under their own steam. We all hope
there were no serious casualties or bouts of real sea sick
ness—in any case, whatever happened they have the
pleasure of sailing the blue Mediterranean before them
and we end with a short note to them of " Bon voyage:
all the best."

SERGEANTS' MESS
As mentioned in our January notes, the interior
decoration of the Sgts'. Mess is now well in hand. Bunks.
Sergeants', Single, were the first to receive their new coats
of paint and distemper and the inconvenience caused by
having to shift digs whilst the painters were in occupation
has proved to be well worth while. We are all now com
fortably restored to our respective places, the permanent
occupants being the O.R.Q.M.S. (Big Chief. <etc.), R.S.M.
Pannell, R.A.M.C. (Medicalman attached), who is stand
ing in for R.S.M. (Bob) Baker, who has been recently
indisposed on the sick list, Mr. George Mount (G.E.'s
( lerk), and Sgt. Saywell, who takes up occupation when
" Duty W.O."; quite a happy little family. All bunks
having been completed, a start was soon made on the
billiards and dining rooms, these are nearly complete. The
bar has also been completed and the next effort, we hope,
will be the Mess anteroom, which is due for a special
coat of paint. Whilst on this subject, mention must again
be made to furnishings—the new carpet for the anteroom
has been ordered and we are only waiting for the painters
to finish so the experts can come along and do their stuff.
We have also, thanks to the R.S.M. of the 1st BYI., the
option of taking some of the 1st Bn. furniture into use in
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our Mess, it' we wish to, the remainder will be placed in
store. An excellent display of medals has already been
taken in use.
R.S.M. Hayley (no comments, please) has also availed
himself of a spot of wellearned leave, being away from
about the 4th to 14th January. We hope he enjoyed Ins
little rest in spite of his frequent visits to Barracks during
this period. Unfortunately, our Mess Steward. Bill Bailey,
was sick for a short while during this period, but we are
all glad to see him back on the job again now.
On Friday. 12th January, the R.S.M. and O.R.Q.M.S.
had the pleasure of being present at the London Branch
Annual Dinner, which was held at the Victory Club. We
were pleased to see many of our old friends and to meet
new ones. The function was honoured by the presence of
MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, Col. A. K. Grant, Lt.Col.
Eason and Maj. Bredon; Brig. Riddell also found time to
go. The usual after dinner speeches followed and the
main theme of the Colonel of the Regiment was, of course,
getting new members to join the Past and Present Associa
tion and supporting the various Branches. ExR.S.M.
(Len) Remfrey. in his few words (lasting at least 20
minutes), did kindly mention about two very rich men
coming up from Maidstone, viz.. the R.S.M. and
O.R.Q.M.S.; perhaps he is jealous that he did not serve on
and thereby reap similar benefits from the Treasury. How
ever. he did not seem to think that the Income Tax man
is also very interested in our affairs and gets quite a reason
able " rake off " on the P.A.Y.E. scheme—no. we are not
immune from the scourge. Nevertheless, we enjoyed our
selves and eventually arrived safely in our home town
around 12.45 a.m. the following morning.
It is with deep regret that we have to report the pass
ing of Mr. (Chris.) Foster, who was very well known by
many Mess members, both past and present. He passed
away in Pembury Hospital on 11th January and was laid
to rest in Maidstone Cemetery on the 17th. Three members
of the Mess acted as bearers at the ceremony, which
followed a service held in St. Paul's Church, Maidstone.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to his widow and
relatives.
During the quieter season for the Officers' Mess, Sgt.
Pratt. Mess Steward, has taken the opportunity to get in
some leave that is overdue, and is now spending six weeks
in sheer laziness, calling at the Depot now and again to
pick up a few pounds due on account of pay and ration
allowance, etc. On his last visit he was enquiring if the
dentist still worked union hours, so we presume he has
some teething trouble; we all hope it will not interfere
with his leave.
On the 29th January, in glorious weather, the R.S.M.
and O.R.Q.M.S. went to St. Martin's Plain, Shorncliffe, to
see what they could scrounge from the 1st Bn. Sgts". Mess
in the way of furnishings, etc. Our thanks are due to Mr.
(Hooky) Walker for kindly carrying out the duty of driver
and getting us safely there (only missed one turning) and
back in a slight mist after dusk. On arrival, all articles
were duly checked and taken over, loaded on to two lorries
and sent to Maidstone, where the items either go in store
or may be taken into use in the Depot Sgts'. Mess.
On the 30th January, three Mess members had the
pleasure of watching the Home Counties Brigade Group
Training Centre boxing team put up an excellent evening's
entertainment in defeating the 64th Training Regiment,
R.A., in the quarter finals of the Army Team Boxing
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Championships by nine bouts to two. This was far above
expectations, since the 1st Bn. team met the 64th Training
Regt. at Aldershot only two years ago, when they beat
them narrowly in the Army Finals. It is understood that
the team now meet the winners of B.A.O.R. in the semi
finals, which are lo take place in Germany. We are look
ing forward to seeing the H.C.G.T. Centre team in the
finals at Aldershot in March, and take this opportunity of
congratulating them on their progress to date.
The 1st Bn., after a very hectic period of fitting out
with tropical kit, etc., at last departed for Singapore, leav
ing Shorncliffe in the very early hours of Friday, February
2nd. One brave from the Regimental Depot Sgts'. Mess
was able to go along to say goodbye on our behalf. It is
understood that they eventually set sail from Liverpool at
6.20 p.m. on the same day. Wc wish them all the best of
luck and will be constantly looking forward to news of
their activities in future editions of " The Queen's Own
Gazette."
Of our visitors during the month we have been pleased
to see "Nobby" Stone, Jim Fearne. who was in over one
weekend with his better half, and Capt. H. J. Hamill (ex
1st Bn.. commissioned to Intelligence Corps during the war)
and is now Area Manager for Monk and Glass custard
powder firm, all seem lo be getting along well "Nobby"
has a touch of gout now again. Sgt. Standley was also
posted on his return from West Africa and is now on leave.
Sgt. Croucher, who is joining 1st Bn., The East Surrey
Regiment, early in February, also returned at the end of
the month prior to proceeding. Our usual Saturday even
ing gatherings have had to go by the board owing to
redecoration of the Mess, but we soon hope to revive them
when the Mess is finally completed.
Gardening Notes

Since the R.S.M.*s plot is secret no longer, reports are
seeping in that somebody has removed two ol" the three
Brussels sprouts he had left—he is seriously thinking of
giving the plot up—perhaps that is the weather. No doubt
as the evenings get out he will want to come along and
get cracking. He does not yet realise that to get good
results the ground should be rough dug in the autumn.
C/Sgt. Ringe proudly boasts that he still has yet about
three more pickings of Brussels. It is doubtful if he has—
in any case, he definitely has not got anything else, for the
plot is completely overgrown with coarse weeds just now.
O.R.Q.M.S. has not yet completed his lopping and
pruning of the fruit trees at the back of the Mess, but he
is hoping to complete this on the next two fine days that
come. He did start preparing his potato patch, but soon
gave up when he found the Garrison Engineer's workmen
were trampling over the garden fixing ladders, etc., and
repairing the Mess roof. He had hoped lo get in a very
early sowing of potatoes and kept some seed from his last
year's crop for this purpose. On having a sort out, owing to
arrival of the painters, he finds that the heat of his bunk
has caused the spuds to start growing through the sand
bag he was storing them in and he fears he has backed a
loser as some of the shoots are al least a foot long.
McCartney.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G.,"
The Barracks,
Maidstone. Kent.
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TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF THE
DEPOT
Lofty Eastaugli and Haircut Foster

I

N response to our fan mail (two letters unstamped) we
realise that it is our duty to keep the office and home
fires burning by raising the morale of our brother
warriors at home and in the lands beyond the seas.
Before we settle down to our task of slandering all
who live, or for that matter, who even set foot in the
Barracks, we would like to assure R.S.M. Stevens that he
is missed very much by we poor unfortunates who cannot
enjoy the lovely sea voyage and visit to the mysterious
Orient with him. What was it like in the Bay of Biscay,
anyway ?
Maj. Pond is now firmly established at the Depot. His
dog, "Judy," an amazing canine with a distinct ability for
making its presence known, has formed an alliance with
" Star " and the bag so far stands at four pairs of B.D.
trousers, one pair of corduroys, and the satisfaction of
chasing friend " Lofty " from the back door of the Ollicers'
Mess to the sanctuary of the Admin. Block in 30 seconds
dead. Incidentally, "Dicky" Bird now sports two blue
velvet patches !
For the last three weeks the Depot has been strangely
quiet in the evenings. The bods are seen wandering in and
out of the Barracks as if dazed. A great and unthinkable
calamity has befallen us, for—and now prepare for the
horrible truth—the N.A.A.F.I, has run out of " Blanco "!
No longer do wc hear the busy scrubbing of the
brushes and the jolly badinage as the lads vie with each
other as to who is the greatest exponent of this art. Have
no fear though, we are assured that we will have as much
as we can cram on the old webbing by the time of the
next drill parade. We should hate to miss that just
because we had no " Blanco."
A noticeable decrease in the R.W.K. content of the
daily parade of the stricken has taken place since the Bn.
sailed. The M.O. has been most puzzled by this and is
most annoyed, for he had ordered three extra cases of
No. 9's to deal with this sudden break down of the physical
wellbeing of the 50th and 97th.
As we are on the subject of maladies, you may rest
assured that we have spared no pains in making careful
preparations for the contingency of a 'flu epidemic striking
I he Barracks.
India Block has been earmarked as a house of
pestilence in which the unclean will expend the energies of
their fever and the distance between cots has been
increased to six feet. Of course, as one worthy was at
pains to point out, the germs if aimed in the direction of
the wall might possibly bounce off the wall over the
cougher and hit someone in a position behind the line of
fire.
One suggestion was that we should sleep head to tail,
but several objections were raised, the most common being
that whilst one's feet are, at the nearest, four feet from
the olfactory organ, such an arrangement would neces
sitate the sleeper having the novel but somewhat nauseating
experience of having another's feet at a much smaller
distance throughout the whole of the quiet hours.
Pte. Avis and friend "Lofty" have been posted for
their Territorial service to The Queen's Royal Regiment, or

as they are more popularly known, "The Mutton Lancers."
We appreciate the fact that they want good men to boost
their regiment, but we would rather stay with " The Dirty
Halfhundred." Anyway, we have one satisfaction of
knowing that it was they that Lord Kitchener had in mind
when he told the nation that " Kitchener wants ewe (you)."
At last, after months of hard work by " Haircut" and
myself, the New Year's Honours List is complete.
We have long regretted the bare appearance of the
left breast of N.S.M. and have, therefore, struck a cross to
rectify the position. It will be awarded to all who, at any
lime during their period of National Service, have com
plainingly scrubbed, polished or bumped a floor. It will
be known hereafter as the Charing Cross.
Earldoms and Baronetcies

Capt. I. A. Macmillan: To be created first Baron of
Banning, the title being hereditary.
Members of the Regimental Household

R.S.M. A. J. Hayley: High Sheriff and Janker Dis
tributor extraordinary.
O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman: Dame Commander of the
Chatham Empire (Twice Nightly).
C/Sgt. Ringe: Master of the Rolls (Pay).
Sgt. Saywell: Master of the Rolls (Meat).
L/Cpl. Weller: Master of the Rolls (Toilet).
Cpl. Mansfield: Autocycler Secular or Equerry
General.
Pte. Harris, A.C.C.:
Keeper of the Chickens
Regimental.
Sgt. Pratt: Sergeant at Arms (Bricklayers).
Dvr. Keith: B.E.M. (Big End Medal).
Pte. Avis: The N.A.A.F.I. Medal. (Prompt arrival
and always first in the queue.)
Ptes. Cooper and Collins: M.M. (Mucky Mechanics).
To be Honorary Members of the said Most Excellent
Household :
Mr. (Speedy) Ludford: Master of Horse (Heads
only).
Mr. (Hooky) Walker: Coachman Regimental (Austin
Seven. 1901).
Mr. (Bill) Bailey): Privy Beer Taster and Snuff
Sniffer.
Mr. (Father) Thomas: Chaplain and Grand Prior to
the Household.
Mr. (Dicky) Bird: Tiller of Fields and Grower of
Grain.
Mr. (Paddy) Mullen: Minister of Propaganda.

DENN1SS PAINE & CO., LTD.
Contractors T o H . M . Government

FOR ALL YOUR
IRONMONGERY
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QUEENS OWN
PASTePRESENJ]

The Editor,
" The Queen's Own Gazette."

3, Bodenham Road,
Folkestone.
12th January, 1951.

Dear Sir.
As I believe the inspection of the 1st Bn., on 10th
January, by H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent was the first
occasion on which a party of the Past and Present Associa
tion has ever been on parade with the Regiment, I should
like, through "The Queen's Own Gazette," to express to
Lt.Col. Martyn our thanks for inviting us to be present
and for the hospitality shewn to us.
I am informed by Maj.Gen. Oliver that Her Royal
Highness was very pleased that the Past and Present Asso
ciation were present on parade.
For me, personally, it was a proud occasion, especially
when I was complimented on the smart marching of our
small party.
The members of the Past and Present Association
have long hoped for the honour of being inspected on
parade by Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent, and
for the representatives of all Branches, who were present on
Wednesday, it was, I am sure, a day they will long
remember with pride.
1 am. Sir,
Yours truly,
W. V. Palmer, Colonel,
Chairman,
The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regt. Past and Present Association.

REUNION, 2nd BATT., THE QUEEN'S
OWN SIGNAL PLATOON

I

F the stories that one reads in a certain evening news
paper are to be believed reunions are often given as
an excuse for celebration and for the consequent
appearance before a stipendiary the following morning.
Fortunately the Reunion of the ex2nd Bn. Signals has not,
as yet, been a providential excuse on too many occasions,
lt has, however, provided a reason for an evening out with
the lads.
Such was the evening of the 11th November last, when
some exflag bashers and their service friends met at
Stewarts Restaurant to celebrate their Fifth Annual
Reunion.
It is astonishing how rapidly the army
vernacular reasserts itself and how quickly old friendships
renew.
Unfortunately some of the possible guests were unable
to be present: but most kindly they offered to allow their
subscription to remain in the kitty—a gesture which was
very much appreciated.

Dinner was as good as ever and eaten with much
gusto and expedition. Happily there were pretty waitresses
to keep everyone in order, although occasionally there were
polite requests to pass the " routee." However, all went
smoothly and after everyone was satisfied, as is the custom,
our old friends were remembered—some with sadness.
Hunt, who is in Korea, was in our thoughts and wc
wished him a safe return.
Archie Thatcher. M.B.E., was his usual exuberant
self. Naturally, all wished him happiness in his married
life and he certainly looked happy enough. Further con
gratulations were necessary for his M.B.E.
The highlight of the evening was a talk by Jerry
Plewman, who had been able to revisit Malta, the Pln.'s
wartime station. His return was quite unlike his first visit,
and on this occasion the ship in which he travelled carried
no armament. The S.S. " Chusan" also carried Lord
Simon as a passenger and Jerry records with delight his
first conversation with the great man. He was delighted
with his trip in the Mediterranean: but who wouldn't be.
The Maltese garry man was quite unimpressed when
Jerry announced he was an exWest Kent, and despite
much haggling, still gained a handsome profit for his ser
vices, which just goes to show that even quoting the
illustrious Regimental name does not ensure a cheaper fare.
It seems Malta has not changed despite the pounding
it received and our gumchewing American friends.
Rebuilding goes ahead rapidly and Luqa Aerodrome sur
rounded by wire and armed guards accepts, with
nonchalance, the giants of civil airways. Despite wire and
guards, Jerry obtained entrance and looked around. No
doubt he had memories of crater filling by night and pen
building and bomb dodging by day. Perhaps it ought to
be explained that the pens were "C" shaped enclosures
to protect aircraft and were built with anything solid
enough to protect the enclosed plane from bomb blast.
" Bronco " Brown is still very much the same. Life
and the responsibility of rearing a family has sobered most
of us; but Brown seems quite unconcerned with it all.
" Gillie " Potter walked around with his head high in
the good company of Freddy Burch, both of whom, despite
sleepless nights, are proud fathers.
Our waitress has by now accustomed herself to the
company and she is beginning to understand the rudiments
of army language, so that in course of time she will doubt
less acquire suitable verbiage for the occasion.
The subscription has been very rigorously pruned and
it is to be hoped that in consequence the attendance at
these annual reunions will be much increased.
Clifford Hodges.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

T

HE first General Meeting of 1951 was generally
agreed to have been a more happy one, when a
knockout darts competition was embarked on whilst
others and their wives enjoyed a game of HouseyHousey.
It was decided to hold the Branch's first Annual
Dinner and Dance on Saturday, 19th May, 1951, at the
"Green Man Hotel," Bromley Road, S.E.6, at 6.30 p.m.
A coach outing to Dymchurch has been arranged for
Sunday, 24th June, 1951.
On Wednesday, 17th January, members and their
wives enjoyed a most happy evening at the Catford
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Wanderers Sports Club, when a darts match took place.
Although the Branch got a good tanning, the team battled
on strongly and was not dismayed. One of the features of
the match was a sensational throw by our Chairman, Sid
Terry, who scored 104 with two darts.
I'm afraid it will take a long time for him to be
allowed to forget his magnificent feat.
Joe Saunders, the captain, gallantly rallied his forces
with jest and song, whilst Albert Medhurst, Dick Hale. Alec
Cameron. Harry Lake tried hard to stave off defeat which
was mellowed by draughts of ale.
The Branch is very grateful to Capt. C. B. Smith for
arranging the match and to the Club for its generous
hospitality and comradeship.
The return match has been arranged for Friday, 23rd
February, 1951, at 8 p.m., at the " Ravensbourne Trust
House," Catford Bridge.
Messrs. Sid Terry, Chairman; Joe Saunders, Treasurer;
Albeit Medhurst and L. Morris represented the Branch at
the Farewell Parade to the 1st Bn. at Shorncliffe, accom
panied by Mr. L. W. Dawson. Lewisham Bn. Hon Secre
tary, and were all well impressed by what they saw and
experienced, and are very grateful to the Past and Present
Association and the Regiment for the invitation.
Albert Medhurst was highly elated in that the Colonel
inChief, the Duchess of Kent, spoke to him. He thought
it to be a great honour for him and the Catford Branch.
Good luck to the 1st Bn. is the sincere wish of all
members of the Branch.
" Ravensbourne."
Being able to take advantage of the invitation to be
present at the Farewell Inspection Parade of the 1st Bn.,
"Queen's Own," at Shorncliffe, on Wednesday, 10th
January, we members of the Catford Branch, Capt. and
Mrs. Dawson, Mr. S. Terry, Mr. J. Saunders, with Mr.
and Mrs. A. H. Medhurst journeyed from London to
Shorncliffe, where we met Mrs. L. Steel and Mr. A. H.
Fifield, two members of the Deptford Branch.
Arriving at the Barracks, we found our way to the
Cpls'. Mess and refreshments (and naturally the yarns)
began. Luncheon was served lo us in the Ross Barracks
N.A.A.F.I., which was appreciated very much. After
lunch the Regiment marched on to the parade ground;
when the Regiment was in position, we were marched on to
the parade ground by R.S.M. A. J. Haylcy, where he
handed over to Col. W. V. Palmer. There must have been,
I think, about 45 exmembers on parade.
The Band striking up with the National Anthem
told us that the Duchess of Kent, ColonelinChief had
arrived. After introductions, she inspected the Regiment
and Past and Present members. It was with surprise and
pleasure that she stopped and chatted with a member of
the Catford Branch—a compliment to the Branch. After
the inspection, the Past and Present members were
marched to a place reserved for them just behind the dais,
where the ColonelinChief took the salute. After the
Marchpast she spoke to the Regiment, congratulating the
Regiment on the smart and orderly bearing, wishing them
a safe journey and return. After the parade. R.S.M.
Hayley placed a 'bus at our disposal and took us to the
Sgts'. Mess, where we had a cup of tea, and for those
who could stay longer, some food. (Many thanks for
everything, Tim.)
We of the Catford Branch wended our way to the
station and. on arriving home the members of the Catford
Branch, whose meeting night it was, made for our Branch

room. where, with the day's events fresh in our minds, were
able to describe to our members how we enjoyed our day
with the Regiment.
May 1 be allowed to thank ail those concerned for our
welfare and how we appreciated everything done on our
behalf. So with good luck to the Regiment in all its
endeavours is the wish of—
" Med."

1

CHATHAM BRANCH

"^HE February meeting was opened at 8 p.m. by the
newly elected Chairman, Mr. A. G. Williams, who
extended a hearty welcome lo Maj. R. W. Brothers,
our Life President.
Apologies for absence were read from Alf Tapp, M.C.,
G. Hammond, J. Smith, H. Wilkins, Davidson and
Stonham. The Secretary reported that Alf Tapp was down
with bronchitis but was progressing.
Minutes of January 1st were read and confirmed and
the Hon. Treasurer's report was approved. Correspondence
was read from Alf Tapp. Draft Rules were read and the
following amendments suggested: —
1. That the description of the Standards be clarified.
2. Central Committee—Branch Representatives.—
Delete the clause which states that. " The Branch
Representative must be the Branch Chairman."
3. Add, "The Central Committee shall have power
to coopt members where necessary in the interests
of the Association."
This Branch recommends that National Ser
vice men should be supplied with details of the
Association, i.e., meeting place and date, local
Secretary's address, subscriptions.
Mr. Dawson's letter re Ypres' Pilgrimage was read.
Joe Wright reported on the Farewell Parade of the
1st Bn. at Shorncliffe, which all enjoyed in spite of the very
cold weather. We were pleased to be travelling with Maid
stone Branch. Our guide. Tim Hayley, did his stuff about
right until we reached Shorncliffe, then he lost his way.
which is surprising when one learns that Tim was born and
bred at Shorncliffe Barracks. We did, however, arrive at
the N.A.A.F.l. just in time for a quick one and an excellent
lunch which followed.
The Past and Present put up a very creditable per
formance on parade. Alf Tapp was the oldest soldier on
parade—78 years. He was on parade at Shorncliffe in
1891 asa boy and in 1901 on his return from India.
On the return journey, during a stop at the " Olive
Branch," Westwell Leacon, near Charing, Maidstone's four
players just managed to beat Chatham's threeandahalf
players at darts, but the bout between Mrs. Wright (Chat
ham) and the lady from Maidstone seems to be still in the
air. thanks to Alf Waterman, the scorer, who juggled the
chalk and kept everyone in high spirits.
It was decided to hold a Branch outing on the 19th
or 26th August, so come to the next meeting and tell us
where you want to get off.
Maj. Brothers apologised for weather conditions,
which do have an adverse elfect on attendance. He
thanked the Secretary for keeping him posted and he felt
honoured at having, in his absence, been elected Life
President.
The booby prize was won by Mr. Swain.
Meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.
Next meeting, 5th March.
G. Anchors.
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I he Canteen illustrated is representative of the
gradually improving stock of Spoons, Forks and
Cutlery, both plain and fancy patterns, now displayed
in the Company's Showrooms. A visit of inspection
is invited.

GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS
COMPANY LTD.
12 REGENT STREET

Particulars and details upon request.

LONDON  Wl

NO BRANCH ESTABLISHMENT ANYWHERE



TELEPHONE: REGENT
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LONDON BRANCH

O

UR November meeting at the "Spread Eagle" on
the 24th of the month was attended by 25 members,
including our President, Brig. R. A. Riddell. C.B.E.,
A.D.C., and Maj. A. S. Bredon. Wc were also pleased to
see up from Maidstone in uniform our recent new member,
C/Sgt. Allen. Except for the usual routine business, there
is very little to relate. Mr. O. O. Miller, thinking Xmas
had been put forward a month, brought along his raffle
prize, this being won by "Our Horace," Mr. Maskell.
As expected, the B Coy. Dinner, at Catford, was a grand
affair and well represented by the Branch, so many of us
being exB Coy., 5/R.W.K.
The Chairman, Mr. H. Elson, presided, as usual, at
the meeting on the 15th December, but owing to the icy
roads, fog, etc., only 16 members were able to make it,
and therefore, the Xmas raffle for several gifts, kindly
given by members, was postponed until the next meeting at
the "Spread Eagle," on Friday, 26th January, 1951. It
seemed a pity to hold over the fine Xmas cake made by
Mrs. Elson, so it was raffled and won by Mr. Knight.
We were pleased to hear of the promotion of Maj.
Coyle and have sent him a letter with the Branch's con
gratulations. A couple of our older members, Mr. Edwards
and Mr. Cubbins, putin an appearance at this meeting
and the former will be attending the 1st Bn. Farewell Parade
at Shorncliffe.

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE

AFRAID

OF

ELEPHANTS P
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

London Branch Annual Dinner

This took place at the " Victory Club," Marble Arch.
London, on Friday, 12th January. 1951. Amongst those
present were: Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., Brig.
R. A. Riddell. C.B.E., A.D.C., Col. A. K. Grant, D.S.O..
Lt.Col. A. A. Eason, Maj. A. S. Bredon, R.S.M. Hayley.
O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman, Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Dawson, Mrs.
Roach. Messrs. Farrington, Cheeseman and Thomas.
Owing to illness, mostly 'flu, many were unable to
attend at the last minute, plus the fact that one of our
members, Mr. Len Clarke, had been admitted to
Roehampton and another, Mr. Bellamy, gone down with
food poisoning. The dinner, to which 51 sat down, proved
a great success, much credit being due to the hard work
of the Committee. Owing to the illness of Mr. Bellamy,
the duty of toastmaster was carried out by Mr. Miller.
Maj.Gen. Oliver was called on at very short notice to
make a speech. Needless to say this was both witty and
entertaining. He appealed to all members meeting old
comrades of the Regiment to do their utmost, and to put
them in touch with their local branches. It was with pride
he mentioned the smartness and bearing of the 1st Bn. on
their Farewell Parade at Shorncliffe.
The London Branch, in sending their greetings would
like to add their congratulations for a parade we hear was
carried out in the usual traditions of " our Regiment."
The dinner concluded with a speech by Yours Truly.
*

*

*

Most likely this contribution of the monthly meeting
held on Friday, 26th January, 1951, will arrive in time for
publication with that sent by me too late for the last issue.
We were pleased to have 23 present at the " Spread
Eagle," with Mr. H. Elson in the chair. Mr. Toms, of
Watford, an old member of the Regiment, was added to

our numbers. We met him at the dinner and hoped to
welcome him, but a telegram received by the Secretary
stated he could not make it.
We thank Maidstone for putting in touch with us, after
a visit to the Depot, Mr. C. Lewis, and with pride bring him
into the fold, and for all his 80 years of age, still fit
enough to carry our Standard if required. He served in
the Regiment from 1891 to 1903, so if any of you "old
'uns " want a chat with him, roll along on the last Friday
in the month. Being escorted by his son, Mr. C. W. H.
Lewis, still serving in the R.A. with over 30 years' service,
we were pleased to make him an honorary member of the
Branch.
News was received that Messrs. Clarke. Bellamy and
Sweetman are still on the sick list, the former in
Roehampton, and we wish them all a speedy recovery.
Letters were read from Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B..
O.B.E., and Lt.Col. A. A. Eason thanking the Branch
regarding the Annual Dinner. It seems that a letter from
Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E., regretting his inability to attend the
dinner had gone astray but has since been received. We
hope he is quite well again.
Raffle prizes were won by Messrs. Wilks, Maskell and
Knight and it appears the latter two make a habit of find
ing the lucky numbers.
We expect quite a number will be attending the 11th
Bn. (Lewisham) function on the 2nd March. 1951.
May our telegram to the 1st Bn. on their departure
assure them of our thoughts while they are away and
we wish them bon voyage and hope all will have a speedy
and safe return.
" One Wave."
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MAIDSTONE BRANCH

I

T is with very deep regret that the passing of Mr. (Chris.)
Foster, 11th January; Mr. (Darkie) Grayland. 25th
December and Mrs. Vidler. wife of Mr. W. J. Vidler.
comes in the opening of our notes for the past month.
Chris. Foster was a very loyal and popular member of our
Branch and is known by many who have served in the
Regiment. The funeral took place in Maidstone and the
Branch, together with three members of the Regimental
Depot Sgts'. Mess, acted as bearers. A funeral service,
which was attended by many of the Branch, was held in
St. Paul's Church and the interment took place with mili
tary honours at Maidstone Cemetery on January 17th.
We shall all miss him from our monthly meetings and take
this opportunity of extending to Mrs. Foster (widow), Mrs.
Cowlard (daughter) and relatives our deepest sympathy in
their loss.
Apart from our Annual General Meeting, held on
19th January, the next most important event that took place
was the visit of H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O..
G.B.E., ColonelinChief of the Regiment, to the 1st Bn.
at Shorncliffe for the Farewell Parade. The Past and
Present were honoured on this occasion by forming up on
the left of the Bn. during H.R.H.'s inspection of the
parade. Seven of the Branch were on this parade. But a
little recap of our journey, etc.. will not be amiss here. The
Maidstone and Chatham Branches, together with a few
from the Regimental Depot, shared a coach from Maid
stone. Departing around 10.30 a.m. in good weather, we
made fairly good progress, and on arrival at Ross Barracks
the Cpls'. Room in the N.A.A.F.I. was specially opened
for our use whilst waiting for lunch to be prepared. Tt was
good to meet quite a gathering of our old pals and talk
things over and to enjoy an excellent lunch. Soon after,
the Past and Present were called on parade by R.S.M.
Hayley and handed over to Col. W. V. Palmer, Chairman,
who marched them to their respective place in line with
the Bn.
During her inspection, H.R.H. stopped and spoke to
many old comrades. Following the inspection the Bn.
marched past in column and the Past and Present con
tingent marched to their seats, which were immediately
in rear of the saluting base. It was disappointing that the
past members of the Regiment did not have the honour of
marching past. We are all sure they would have been
highly complimented for their marching and bearing had
they done so.
Following the end of the parade, all proceeded to the
Sgts'. Mess on St. Martin's Plain, where, thanks to the
generosity of the Sgts. of the 1st Bn.. we all had an
excellent tea.
Around 6.30 p.m. the time had come for us to get
back, so in the rain we embussed and proceeded among
plenty of chaffing, etc., from one or two of the older
members and their ladies. We seemed to have travelled
quite a long way and felt it was about time we called at
a halfway house, but the driver had it all taped and put us
down at an inn called " The Olive Branch." A dart board
hung in the bar, which immediately led to a challenge
between Maidstone and Chatham Branches. Needless to
say, our Branch managed to win. So not to be outdone,
the ladies played and things began to get a bit dangerous,
so with some clever marking their game soon came to an
end and we all boarded the 'bus for Maidstone. It was all

quite a pleasant affair and we take this opportunity of
adding our very best wishes to the 1st Bn. for their tour
overseas.
The following Friday, 12th January, four members of
the Branch, together with a couple from the Depot Sgts'.
Mess, had the pleasure of attending the London Branch
Dinner, at the Victory Club in London. They were all very
,glad to see us and we them. It was quite a chummy affair
and everybody seemed to have plenty of old times to talk
over. ExC.S.M. Elson was in the Chair and the Colonel
of the Regiment was also present. We were lucky in being
able to have transport in the form of two private cars and
our thanks are due to Mr. Matthews for placing his car
at our disposal for the evening. Among those present
were Col. Grant. Brie. Riddell. Lt.Col. Eason. Maj. Bredon,
exSgt. (George) Cheeseman (Sgt.Cook, 2nd Bn.), ex
R.S.M. (Len) Remfrey, Trevor Thomas, and of course,
many others too numerous to mention. No doubt a full
report will appear under T.ondon Branch news—they have
not been in the " Gazette " very much of late.
The following Friday, 19th January, was the occasion
of our Annual General Meeting, attendance at which was
well above expectations, 40 in all put in an appearance,
which proves the Branch is gradually gaining stronger
support.
Having received apologies from eight members who
were unable to attend, the Chairman called upon the Hon.
Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, the Sick Visitor and Mr. Hastie
(Committee) for their respective reports. The Secretary
gave a very detailed account of our activities during 1950
and also stated that it was very gratifying that our sug
gestion that a ceremony be held at our Regimental
Cenotaph on Remembrance Sunday was realized and
hoped that the procedure would continue in future. Men
tion was also made of the hope that the Branch would be
able to organize either a trip to London (Festival of
Britain) or to a seaside resort during 1951. In the various
games tournaments, the Branch held their own although
not successful in winning, but had very high hopes of being
able to pull off the Maidstone Joint Council of exServices'
Small Bore Competition, which is at present in progress.
He also tendered thanks to R.S.M. Hayley for kindly
allowing the use of the Sgts'. Mess for our meetings and
for the many things he does for the benefit of the Branch;
also to Mr. Hills (Standard Bearer), who had displayed our
Standard on no less than eight occasions during 1951; and
to Mr. Stringer, who had carried out the office of Sick
Visitor very efficiently; and finally, to the ladies, who,
although not members of the Branch, give their loyal sup
port at our little functions.
The Hon. Treasurer gave a short report and stated
that our finances at the moment were sound—Assets over
Liabilities standing at £58/10/0—but he brought to notice
that he felt the present rate of subscription was not enough.
Mr. Stringer also gave a few words, adding that he had
recently visited the British Legion Hospital, Preston Hall,
where he found seven exmembers of the Regiment as
patients who were very pleased to see him. Mr. Hastie
reported on the Committee's work and reported that our
funds had benefited to the extent of £14/8/9 through the
medium of raffles, which are run at each monthly meeting
of the Branch.
Votes of thanks were proposed and accorded to all
concerned for their work for the Branch during the past
year.
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Election of officers for the coming year was the next
item on the Agenda. Before calling for nominations,
Lt.Col. A. Howe was asked if he would continue in office
as our Branch President, this he agreed amid acclamation.
There were three nominations for the office of Chairman,
and with one withdrawal, Mr. H. Carman was again elected
to the Chair by 21 votes to 17. Two nominations were
made for ViceChairman, R.S.M. A. J. Hayley was elected
by 30 votes to 7. The remaining officers, Treasurer (Mr.
Farrington), Secretary (O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman), Standard
Bearer (Mr. F. Hills), Auditor (Mr. F. T. Bird), and Sick
Visitor (Mr. C. Stringer) were all reelected unanimously.
Nine nominations were received for committee members, of
whom the following were elected : Messrs. W. Hastie, H. W.
Maxlow. W. Ludford, C/Sgt. Ringe and Mr. Hills.
Delegates to represent the Branch at Maidstone Joint
Council of exService Associations were Messrs. W. Ladell,
H. Mepsted and O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman.
Branch Annual Subscriptions was the next item raised.
Three propositions were made with one amendment and
it was finally carried, with one against, that the Annual
Subscriptions of the Branch for 1951, and in future, shall
be: —
ExOfficers
5/0 per year
ExOther Ranks
2/6 per year
Old Age Pensioners .... 1/0 per year
Other matters discussed were investment of Branch
funds in order to accrue a higher rate of interest, Petty
Cash to cover expenses of the Sick Visitor, and Branch
Rules. It is hoped to be able to draw up the latter on
receipt of the main Association's rules, which are at present
awaiting approval.
At the beginning of the meeting, the Chairman was
very pleased to welcome four new members—Messrs.
Barrett, J. T. Smith, Farbrace and Kingsmill. We sincerely
hope they will become useful and loyal members of the
Branch.
Except for a couple of minor details arising from the
December meeting minutes, the meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.
Dates

to

Note, Members, Maidstone Branch

Friady, I6ih February, 1951.—Monthly Meeting. Sgts'.
Mess, The Barracks, 7.45 p.m.
Tuesday, 20th February, 1951.—Games versus R.A.F.
Association, exService Club, 7.30 p.m.
Thursday, 22 nd February, 1951.—Public Meeting.
Town Hall, Maidstone, 7.30 p.m. "Tuberculosis
and You." sponsored by the British Legion.
Friday, 23rd February, 1951.—Games and Social
evening at Boughton Monchelsea Institute: coach
leaves Barracks, 7.15 p.m. sharp. (Ladies are
cordially invited to come along.)
Monday, 26th February, 1951.—Small Bore versus
R.A.F. Association; Miniature Range, The
Barracks, 8 p.m.
Tuesday, 6th March, 1951.—Games versus Royal
Naval Association, exServices' Club, 7.30 p.m.
Wednesday, 14th March, 1951.—Small Bore versus
R.N. Association. Miniature Range, The Barracks.
8 p.m.
Friday, 16th March, 1951.—Monthly Meeting. Sgts".
Mess. The Barracks. 7.45 p.m.
Saturday, 7th April, 1951.—BRANCH ANNUAL
DINNER, The New Inn Hotel, 7.30 p.m. for
8 p.m.

11th (LEWISH AM) BATTALION

T

HERE is very little to report, except that Mr. L. W.
Dawson represented the Association at the Farewell
Parade to the 1st Bn. at Shorncliffe on January, 10th
1951. His report and impressions appear elsewhere.
I am asked to remind readers of the Annual Social and
Dance which the Association is holding on the 2nd March,
1951. at the Bridge House Restaurant. London Bridge.
S.E. 1, and to invite those interested to attend.
A very happy evening is promised. Tickets will cost
6/6 per head, which includes a Buffet Supper. Please
apply to—
L. W. Dawson.
6. Bramley Way,
West Wickham.
Kent.
I was very much distressed to receive a letter recently
from Mrs. Grayland, who informed me of the death, on
Christmas Day, of her husband, " Darky" Grayland,
formerly of the 2nd Bn., after a long illness. It was of
" Darky" that I made enquiries some time ago in the
"Gazette" for he was wounded at Sherghat, Mespotamia,
on the 28th October. 1918. the same time as 1, and that he
had been in my mind very often during the years between.
Albert Medhurst answered my plea, and it was through
him that I got in touch with " Darky," and to my great
pleasure, met him at the Reunion in July. I felt very
grateful.
Now " Darky " has gone. May his soul rest in peace.
I shall never forget him. His widow and family have my
deepest sympathy and sincerest wishes for the future in
which Albert Medhurst joins me. as I am sure old com
rades of his do also.
" Pte. Banks."
*

* ft

Mr. L. W. Dawson, our Hon. Secretary, was one of
the 30 privileged members of the Past and Present Associa
tion to be on parade with the 1st Bn. at Shorncliffe on
Wednesday, the 10th January, when the ColonelinChief.
H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent, inspected the Bn. prior to its
departure to Malaya. It was a unique occasion and true
to say that the ages of those on parade varied from 18 to
80. The old soldiers were extremely proud to obey the
words of command of the Commanding Officer, Lt.Col.
A. Martyn, who is taking the Bn. overseas, and when the
Duchess passed down their ranks, age was forgotten and
their steadiness on parade was a credit to " The Queen's
Own."
Colonel W. V. Palmer was in charge of the exService
contingent and R.S.M. Hayley, of the Depot, dealt with
the preliminary details. An excellent lunch was provided
for members and their wives prior to the parade and later
in the afternoon the Sgts'. Mess was extremely hospitable.
Thank you, 1st Bn., and may the future bring you
happiness and be free from the horrors of war.
4

NOTICE
A vacancy now exists at the Officers' Club for a
Kitchen PorterHandyman, to live in (Single): wages
£4/0/0 per week, under the Catering Wages Act rates.
An exregular soldier with an exemplary record is
preferred—Apply to: Officers' Club. Farnborough Road.
Aldershot, Hants.

PAST <& PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

THE
QUEEN'S OWN
FOUNDED

JULY 1911
PATRON :

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OP KENT, C.I.. G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B.. O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN :
COLONEL W. V. PALMER.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER :
LT.COL. A. A. EASON,
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. The Barracks, Maidstone.
COMMITTEE :
Branch

Representatives :

B r o m l e y —Mr. S. G. Lewis, 89, College Road, Bromley, Kent
C h a t h a m —Mr. J. E. Wright,
Rochester.

Royson, 43, Blaker

Avenue,

C a t f o r d & D i s t r i c t — Mr. S. J. Terry, 74, Brockhill Crescent,
Brockley, S.E.4.
D e p t f o r d a n d D i s t r i c t B r a n c h —Mr. J. W. Reed, 55, Berthon
Street, Deptford, London, S.E.8.
G r a v e s e n d —Mr. W. T. Nichols, 61, King's Drive, Gravesend,
Kent
L o n d o n —Mr. W. A. Cole, 23, Hertford Street, Park Lane,
London W.I.
M a i d s t o n e —Mr. H. Carman, "Quetta," BoughtonMonchelsea,
Kent.
S e v e n o a k s — Mr. C. Culver, 20, Lime Tree Walk, Sevenoaks.
Shorncliffe—Mr. E. W. N. Elvy, 235, Cheriton High Street,
Cheriton, Folkestone

T o n b r i d g e & T u n b r i d g e W e l l s — Mr. Pollard,
Street, Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

20, Windmill

Battalion Representatives, including Affiliated Battalions
6th

B a t t a l i o n — Mr. C.
Orpington, Kent.

Savers,

59.

Grasmere

Gardens,

7 t h B a t t a l i o n — Mr. C. T. Pratt. 23, Salisbury Road, Maidstone.
Kent.
8th

B a t t a l i o n —Mr. A.
Wallington, Surrey.

10th

E.

Scrase,

23.

Morton

Gardens

B a t t a l i o n —Mr. Stanford, 10, Bramble Close, Maidstone,
Kent.

1 1 t h B a t t a l i o n — Mr. L. W. Dawson. 6, Bramley Way, West
Wickham, Kent.
20th

London Regt.,
Nutley, Sussex.

O . C . A . — Mr. J. Mingay,

Forest

Crest,

Additional Member :
Mr. M. R. Audsley. 54, Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Home Guard Battalions Affiliated :
26th County of London Battalion Home Guard, Old Com
rades' Association, 19, Conberra Rd., Bexley Heath, Kent.

Sevenoaks Home Guard, Old Comrades'
Red House, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Penshurst & District Home Guard, Old Comrades' Associa
tion, Bassetts, Chiddingstone Causeway, Nr. Tonbridge.

"C" Company, 14th Battalion Kent Home Guard. Old Com
rades' Association, 22. St. Werburgh Crescent, Hoo, Nr.
Rochester, Kent.

>

Collier Street Home Guard, Old Comrades'
Collier Street. Nr. Marden, Kent

22nd London Battalion Home Guard, Old Comrades' Asso
ciation. Building A 85. Royal Arsenal, Woolwich. London,
S.E.18.

Association,

Rochester Branch Home Guard, Old Comrades' Association.
85. St. Margaret's Street, Rochester, Kent.

Association. The

Shorne Branch, 15th Battalion, Kent Home Guard. Mr. A. E.
Swaisland. Dairy Farm, Shorne, near Gravesend.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions
are : Life Membership : Officers £2/10/0; Other Ranks 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers 5/; Other Ranks 1/.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assi3t
those in distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available a t a cost of 2/ to Life Members.
All communications should be addressed t o the Hon. Secretary, Past a n d Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal
Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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Join the British Legion
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ON
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The Legion cooperates with your regi
mental association and speaks for all
exservice men and women
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Maidstone 's Safest Milk ! !
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LTD.

PASTEURISED MILK
TUBERCULIN TESTED (Farm
Bottled) MILK
for Infants and Invalids
EGGS «r CREAM

Phone 2610

KENT COUNTY YEAR BOOK
C O N T A I N S:

FARMER 8 BROWN ALES
Agents for—

BARCLAY'S LAGER
ASHFORD VALLEY CYDERS
MEDWAY MINERAL WATERS

Phone Maidstone 3090
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MAIDSTONE

Printed by H. R. Pratt Boorman at the Offices of the " Kent Messenger." Maidstone.— February, 1951.
Hon. Editor : Lt.Col. A. A. Eason. The Barracks, Maidstone.
Advertising Agents: Service Newspapers Ltd., 67/68, Jermyn Street, St. James's, London, S.W.I. Whitehall 2504.
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(Earl of Ulster's)

Champagne
Civil and Military Tailors and
Oufitters
97, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON. W.I.
Telephone :

Grosvenor 501676

"For the Finest in Service and Civilian

MERCIER

(Est. 1858)

An Elegant Champagne Worthy
Of You And Your Guests
Whatever The Occasion.

Wear"

Special Export Facilities
Our Representatives will wait upon you where and
when you so desire, and at our premises every
courtesy and attention is assured to both old and
new customers.

Branches at :
camberley, aldershot, salisbury, catterick

Appointed Tailors to over Fifty Regiments and Corps

YOUR WINE MERCHANT WILL
BE PLEASED TO QoOTE YOU

TELEPHONE 2838 MAIDSTONE

BENNITTS LTD.
Ulllbolegale anfr IKetatl ffobacconistg

6 and 63a, HIGH STREET
AND

3, MARKET STREET,
MAIDSTONE
All Orders promptly executed.

HAYNES

BROTHERS

-

LIMITED

E S T A B L I 8 I I B D

1 771

Tel.: Regent 5915.

J. B. JOHNSTONE
fllMlitarg ant) /llMiftt trailer
ant> Breeches /iDalier = *

34 SACKVILLE ST., LONDON
Specially Appointed to the
1st and 2nd Battalions The
Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment

A L L EQUIPMENT
FOR

HOME, GARDEN & F A R M
PHONE

MAIDSTONE
3355

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of His Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt."
The White Horse of

The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."

Kent with the motto " Invicta."

" Vimiera," " Corunna," " Almarez," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " Punniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwal," " Scbraon," "Alma," " lnkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
" N i l e , 188485," " S o u t h
A f r i c a , 190002," " A f g h a n i s t a n , 1919."
The Great War—1 8 Battalions.—" M o n s , " " Le Gateau," "Retreat from Mons," "Marne, 1 9 1 4 , " "Aisne, 1 9 1 4 , " "La Bassee, 1 9 1 4 , "
"Messines, 1914, '17." "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill GO," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg," "Loos,"
" Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," "Bazentin," "Delville Wood," "Pozieres," "GuiUemont," "FlersCourcelette,"
" Morval." " Thiepval." "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre. 1916, '18" "Arras, 1917 '18," " Vimy, 1917," " Scaipe, 1917,"
" Oppy," " Pilckem," " Langemarck, 1917," " Menin Road," " Polygon Wood," " Broodseinde," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai,
1 9 1 7 , ' 1 8 . " "St. Quentin," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux," " Lys," " Hazebrtmck," " Kemmel," "Amiens," " Bapaume,
1 9 1 8 , " " Hindenburg Line," " Epehy," " Canal du Nord," " St. Quentin Canal," " Courtrai," " Selle," " Sambre," " France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," " E l Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine. 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" S h a r q a t , " " Mesopotamia, 1 9 1 5  1 8 . "
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record

Office—Warwick.

Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment (M.G.)
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces:
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
4th Bn. (T.A.)

...

Battalions:
At sea.
Tonbridge.

ColonelinChief. H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B.. O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major C. H. Keenlyside

" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:—
Officers, 9 /  per annum, post free; Other Ranks, 5 /  per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with a
Unit of the Regiment, should address their MSS. to the SubEditor of the Battalion with which they are serving; otherwise
direct to the Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone. The Editor cannot undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite request
is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed

of any change of address.

QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST

THE

KENT REGIMENT

ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I.. G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B.. O.B.E.
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B., M.C.
..
Talbot n E. B. D.S.O., M.C. .
BccthTucker, J. M. D.
Heygate, E. S., M.C.
Martyn, A. ..
Andrews, D. H., M.C.
Jackson, L. P. W.
Elliott, G. G., D.S.O.
Brooke, H. J. S., O.B.E.
Hazleton, B. E., D.S.O., M
Pawcett. G. P.
Spurr, E. C.
Stoneham, B. J. R.
Keenlyside. C. H.
Moss, R. E
Fyler, A. R
Buckle, P. C. M. ..
Flint, A. J. M„ M.B.E.
Crook, P. E., O.B.E.
Read, M. R.. M.C.
Butler, R„ M.B.E.. M.C.
Courtney, G. B.. M.B.E., M.C.
Stanyon. T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L., M.C.
Jackson, D. W.
Thomas, R. C. W„ O.B.E
Bailey, J. D. B.
Archer. M. G. M.. M.C.
Rickcord, M. B.
Turner, P. R. H.
Dowse, R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H.
Faulkner, D. O.
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring, H. B. H.
Eason, J. A.
Brock. J. H.
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin. W. C, D.
Weymouth, G, U.. M.B.E
Dover, V.. M.C.
Clarke, H. W.
White, R. K„
Willis, C. F.
Roper, I. H.. M.C. ..
Monckton, D., M.C., T.D
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A. ..
Woodman, E. G., M.C.
Hunting, K. M.
Bu:ke, R. A., M.C.
Henning, P.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruff ell, D
Macmillan, H. A.
Blum. D. E
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley, R„ G.
Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn. S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.
Clarke. C. S.
Campbell, D P. I,
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Bosworth. P. R.
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R

Appointments
4'R.W.K.
(T/Col.). U.K. Service Liaison Staff,
New Zealand.
MAJORS
. (T/Lt.Col.) 214 Group H.Q.. R.P.C.,
M.E.L.F.
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/Buffs.
(T/Col.) U.S. Command and Staff
College. U.S.A.
(T/Lt.Col.) A. A. G. Western Comd.
l/E. Surrey.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Standing President C.M., H.Q., H.C.D.
Depot. R.W.K.
2/K.A.R.. E. Africa.
(T/Lt.Col.) H.Q. Land Forces
Hong Kong.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Rl. Can. Sell, of Inf.
H.C.G.T.C.
Leave U.K.
Grn. Adjt. Gibraltar.
M.A., Paris.
1/Para. Regt.
G.S.O. II Eastern Comd.
Language Course, Hong Kong.
Int. Corps Depot — Language Course
at London University.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.F., B.A.O.R.
1 Middlesex.
R.A.F. Staff College.
Mons, O.C. Sch.

CAPTAINS
Adjt. S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
(T/Maj.) B.M.. 133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
1/Nigeria Rgt., W.A.
(T/Maj.) Br. Ser. Mission, Burma.
(T/Maj.) Staff College.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
H.G.B.T.C.
1/R.W.K.
2/3 (K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
1 Sierra Leone Regt., W.A.
H.Q. SubArea, Nairobi.
4/R.W.K.
12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt., T.A.
Min, of Supply.
Depot R.W.K.
Staff College.
1/R.W.K.
H.C.G.T.C.
H.C.G.T.C.
1/R.W.K.
Grn. Adjt. Nairobi SubArea.
H.Q., Farelf.
Eaton Hall, O.C. Sch.
G.S.O. Ill H.C. Dist.
1/Para. Regt.
LIEUTENANTS
W. Africa.
H.Q. 27 Inf. Bde. Farelf.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
IT/Capt.) A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/Middlesex.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS
Names
Thrift, K. G.. O.B.E. ..
Allen, R. H. D.. M.C.. T.D.

Mines, R. C. E., M.B.E.
Pond, B. A., M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E., M.M.

1/R.W.K.
H.C.G.T.C. (Held Str.).
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTERS
.. (Major) 4/R.W.K.
(Major) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K.

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M.. B.A.O.R.
D.A.D.P.R., B.A.O.R.

CAPTAINS
Trumper, j. M. S.
Thornton, A. S.
Grimshaw, W.
Russell, H. 0., M.C
Holman, L. J.
Cox, A. G.
Marsh, H. W.
De Havilland. V.
Miller. D. S.
Bell. T. D.
Douris, I. A.
Evans, E. A,
Desmond, M. F.
Galilee, R. J„ M.C
BrooksHarrington, E. W
Mugford, N. D.
Burbridge. I. C.

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Rgt.
P. & E.E., Pendine
(T/Maj.) 4/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) Army Ops. Research Gp.)
?

Grn. Adm. Unit Celle, B.A.O.R.
H.Q., S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
Aulobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
S/Capt. A. Fd. Records.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
Depot R.W.K.
West Africa
S/Capt. War Office Q6.
Adm. Offr. No. 2 Army Basic Trades
Centre.
S Capt. A.G.3 (a) War Office.
Lancastrian Bde. Trg. Centre.
H.Q., W.A.A.S.C. (W.A.).
G.H.Q. Fd. Records, M.E.L.F.
1/R.W.K.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats.. War Office.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P., B.A.O.R.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.

Huckle, G. S.
Gibbons. A. ..
Carr, A, S. A.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Deed, E. A.
Jones, F. J.
Mannering, L. A.
Mott. D. H.. M.M.
McDowell, P. B.

LIEUTENANTS
1/R.W.K.
B.A.O.R. 'R' List.
Wessex G.T.C.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
Depot & Trg. Est. R.M.P.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
(T/Capt.) P.S.S. Lingfield.
4/Malay Regt., Farelf.
H.C.G.T.C.
H.C.G.T.C.
101 Pro. Coy. R.M.P., B.A.O.R.

Waters, B. c. H.
Andrews, L. G.
Allen, w. D.
Mansfield, A. P.
Abplanalp, V. C.
Ellwood. K. S.
Allberry, R, F.
Davis, B. A.
Dinsdale, J. W.
Scouller, J. A.
Marshall, E. J.

QUARTERMASTERS
Watts, A. E„ M.B.E.. T.D.
.. (Major) H.C.G.T.C.
Blake, A. G„ M.B.E
(Capt.) H.Q. Hamburg Dist. B.A.O.R.
Cook, E. S
Capt.) Depot R.W.K.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash,

W., M.B.E., T.D.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Brounlie, C. A. de B.. M.C.
MAJORS
Stocker, J. D.. M.C., T.D.
Waring, A. R. H„ T.D.
Warner, J. K., M.C. T.D. (2ic).

Bird. C. W. L„ T.D.
Coombes, A. II,, T.D.
Meyrick, K. C„ T.D.

CAPTAINS
Roper, I. H.. M.C. (Adjt,).
Ford, A. H.
Hayes, J.

Large. J. L.
Marchant. P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.
LIEUTENANTS
Penneils, H. D. A.
VanHasselt, M.

Bobby, J.
CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P. .
Stock, P. R. ..
Leigh, P. S. ..
Howlett, G. H. W.

..
..

2ND LIEUTENANTS
*
Duggan, H. R.

Atkins, G. A. H,

QUARTERMASTER
Mines, R. C. E. (Major), M.B.E.

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
Baker, L. B. C. (2/Lieut).
Leys, C, T. (2/Lieut.).

Maclay, J, N. (2 Lieut.I.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
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subscribers abroad. We are grateful to the " Express News
papers " for their kind permission to republish these
stories.
*

B

EFORE the 1st Bn. sailed from Liverpool they received
the following telegram from our ColonelinChief,
H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent: —
"I send you and all ranks of the 1st Bn. of my
Regiment my heartiest good wishes on your departure
today."
The Bn. send the following reply: —
' " Please convey to H.R.H., their ColonelinChief,
the thanks of all ranks for her gracious message which
they all very much appreciate."
*

*

*

It is regretted that this month we have only a short
article from the 1st Bn., which was posted from Port Said.
We understand that the Bn. has landed and, no doubt, we
will be hearing from them soon. Wc are looking forward
to their copy and anticipate some interesting information
concerning their voyage to Malaya and initial experiences
on landing at Singapore.
From what we have heard from various sources, the
1st Bn. on the "Devonshire" had a most unpleasant time
in the Bay of Biscay. They apparently ran into very bad
weather, which made the ship roll like a barrel, ffils caused
a large piece of spare machinery to get loose in the engine
room, which during its flight knocked the top off the valve
of the main oil feed, putting both engines out of action.
They then remained, rolling, pitching and at times nearly
turning turtle, completely out of control in a very heavy sea.
Mercifully the ship's crew managed to repair the damage
within three hours. It was a nasty experience and fortu
nately most people on board did not realise how serious
it was.
*

* ft

Many of our readers will be delighted to hear that the
Depot is to be " reactivated," in other words it will once
again resume its old role of training recruits. It is hoped
that the first intake will arrive early in June.
We feel that the return of the Depot to its old function
in Maidstone may have a good influence on local recruiting,
and feel sure that the return will be welcomed by the
inhabitants of Maidstone with as much enthusiasm as
shown by our small establishment.
* ft

*

A fresh consignment of Motor Car Badges has been
received, a notice will be found elsewhere in this issue. The
number is small, so if you want one, order it now.
* ft

*

This month you will find in your copy an order form
for the Regimental Diary for 1952. The manufacturers
are pressing for numbers and we sincerely hope that those
who intend to take a copy will send their orders in as soon
as possible. It will be understood that we cannot hold
stocks of diaries and thereby incur losses through unsold
copies, so do not leave it too late and thus avoid
disappointment.
*

4

Social and Personal

T

HE following officers visited Regimental
quarters since we last went to press: —
Brig. S. F. Saville;
Col. W. V. Palmer;
Maj. R. Love;
Maj. R. C. E. Mines, M.B.E.;
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie;
Maj. M. R. L. Grove, M.C.
*

* ft ft

*

*

In this issue we are publishing for the first time a short
detective story, these will be published fairly frequently as
space permits and are primarily intended for the Bn. and our

* ft

We were delighted to see an announcement in a
Guernsey (Channel Island) paper that it is proposed to
start a Branch of the Past and Present Association there
under the leadership of Messrs. Upton, Hepworth and
Thatcher and wish them every success in their enterprise.

*

Head

*

Lt. Mansfield, in a letter from lbadan, Nigeria,
enquires if the history of the 4th Bn. is out yet. " I am
very keen to get a copy as I served with this Bn. in Burma,
194445.
"This 1st Bn., The Nigeria Regiment has just received
our new Colours on quite an impressive parade in Lagos.
All four of 'The Queen's Own' members were on parade,
plus a Sgt. Janes of our Regiment, who escorted the old
Colours (as an Acting C./Sgt. for the day), so you see we
were well represented.
" John Eason says he is going to send in an article
about it all to ' The Q.O.G.', so I will say no more for the
present."
*

*

*

We offer our congratulations to the son of Mr. E. W. N.
Elvy (late R.W.K.) on taking over the appointment of foot
man on the household of H.M. the King.
*

*

*

Capt. N. O. DurdantHollamby, writing from the
District Office, Manyoni, Tanganyika, says:
"Many thanks for the December 'Q.O.G.'. which
came to hand a few days ago. I was stricken with malaria
at the time, but was helped on the way to recovery by the
arrival of ' The Q.O.G.'
" In connection with this, would you please book me
a copy of ' Kent to Kohima.' I wrote to the 4th Bn. about
this some time ago, but as I have received no acknowledg
ment to my letter can only assume same went astray some
where.
" I am finding my career out here most fascinating and
full of variety and interest in my daily work. Apart from
this I have, up till now, had my full share of sport,
particularly cricket and hockey and shooting. In reference
to this I expect you have had some news of my efforts out
here to get a Tanganyika representative cricket club going.
This is now in being and I hope that we shall be visiting
Kent on some future occasion for a tour. In Dodoma T
started hockey going (Beckenham Hockey Club and 'The
Queen's Own ' traditions spurred me in this respect I'm
sure !) and was eventually selected to captain the repre
sentative AsianEuropean side to play the allIndia team.
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who are at present touring Kenya, Tanganyika and
Zanzibar. Unfortunately tropical rain ruined our chances
of a game and so Dodoma will have fd wait for Pakistan
(who are due to visit East Africa next year) before taking
on an international XT."
*

*

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
9, Ferndale Avenue,
Durban, S.A.
19th February, 1951.

*

Capt. C. R. Hallett, acknowledging receipt of a Car
Badge, says: " Many thanks for the Badge. Am very
pleased with it, but feel I shall probably have to buy a new
car to really show it off."

" BUMPER " PROPOSITION
REGIMENTAL CAR BADGE

Dear Eason,
According to "The Q.O.G.", Mr. Cheeseman needed a
list of officers who had served in Mespot. Probably he has
got one already, but just in case, I enclose the list 1 had on
record.
I enjoy reading the " Letters to the Editor " of " The
Q.O.G." and was pleased to see that Charles R. Ingram is
still battling it out in this very difficult world. A letter was
also published from a Desmond Hackforth, who,
apparently, lives not too far from me. I have never met
him and now wonder if I ever shall, as according to the
news cutting herewith enclosed, his condition is not too
good, poor chap.
This is still a fine country to live in—plenty of sun
shine and sport of course and many of the good things of
life are still with us: rents and hotel accommodation are
high. Of course, the population has grown tremendously
and food is getting expensive, but there is much to be
thankful for.
BrigadierGeneral Saville's brotherinlaw lives in
Durban, so I hope to see the General himself one of these
days. The young officers of my time have reached high
rank ! I, myself, retired on a second pension in 1949 and
now spend most of my time in the garden or on the golf
course—I can always be found at the Royal Durban Golf
Club should anyone be passing this way, with or without
clubs.
Colonel Howe often drops me a few lines, and thanks
to him and " The Q.O.G.", I am kept fairly well posted in
Regimental news. I'd like a trip to the old country, but
being the world's worst sailor discourages the idea.
1 understand a car badge is on its way out; thanks for
your part.
May I wish you good health and the best of luck—and
that goes for all my old comrades in arms.
Yours sincerely,
Claude V. M. Norman.
News cutting, referred to above: —
INTERVENED. HIT OVER HEAD

A fresh stock of Regimental Car Badges has been
received. If you have not already ordered one, NOW is the
time to do so.
The badge, in silver metal, is set on the background of
the Regimental Colours and the remainder is in chrome
plated metal.
The cost is 30/6 each, post free. Cheques or Postal
Orders should accompany the order and should be made
payable to The Editor, " The Queen's Own Gazette."

Mr. D. F. Hackforth, of Brittenwood Avenue, Ross
burgh, was taken to Addington Hospital last night with
severe head injuries following an incident in the yard
of his home.
At 9.30 he went to investigate a noise and found a
Native man and his Native maid fighting.
He inter
vened and was struck over the head with a stick. At
midday today he was operated on. His condition was
said to be serious.
The police have made an arrest.
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27 A.M.C.U.
El Ballah.
M.E.L.F., 12.
23rd February, 1951.
Sir,
The enclosed is a print, with negative, of H.T. " Devon
shire " passing through the Suez Canal near El Ballah on
Wednesday, 17th February, 1951, bound for the Far East,
carrying the 1st Bn., and was taken by my friend, Sgt.
Richardson of the R.A.E.C.

Fortunately, the ship tied up within four hundred yards
of my unit, which enabled me to have " a good old chin
wag " with many old friends of the Band and Regiment,
amongst whom were Dodo Watts, Bill Hoare, George Healy,
C/Sgt. McCracken, Sgts. Taylor and Clark, not forgetting
Sgt. Smith and, of course, Leach.
My best wishes to all still serving and to all members
of the Old Comrades' Association.
I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
A. J. Williams, 6344392,
Sgt., Q.O.R.W.K. Regt.
New Club,
BexhillonSea.
15th February, 1951.
Dear Sir,
I noticed in January's issue of " The Queen's Own
Gazette " that C. R. Ingram, speaking from memory, had
given the names of several officers serving with the 2nd
Bn. in Mespot. in 1915; a list asked for by Mr. G. A.
Cheeseman.
I am able to add a few more to the list: Nelson, Kay
(who was only with us a few months and posted to the
1st Bn.), "Nobby" Clarke, Howell, and the four " B's "—
Bredon, Battye, Barnes and Balbernie. I also remember
Mr. G. A. Cheeseman very well, and have very pleasant
memories of the many games of hockey and cricket we
played together.
Vpurs sincerely,
C. F. Battye.

49, Courtenay Road,
Maidstone.
Dear Sir,
14th February, 1951.
Now that the demolition of practically the last of the
" old wooden walls " is complete a " flash back " will be
interesting.
I wonder how many of your readers will remember
(1) Q.M. Stores, (2) the Canteen, (3) the Guard Room.
The Q.M. Stores stood where the present H.Q. Offices
are and which were the Stores for many years. One part of
the building housed the printing press, etc., of " The Q.O.G."
As far as I can recall the Stores were burnt down one
Sunday night in December, 1895.
We were all paraded on the square after the alarm had
sounded and stood for what seemed hours in the pouring
rain. There was not much left of the building when day
light came.
The Canteen stood where the present Sgts'. Mess stands
and consisted of wet and dry parts. Fags Id. a packet,
beer Tjd. a pint, bread and cheese Id., with an onion
thrown in.
At that time we drew our pay twice a week, 1/ or
2/ a time. Not much according to present day rates, but
we managed to enjoy life.
The Guard Room stood opposite the end of the old
Sgts'. Mess. All recruits had to do a guard or two during
the period spent at the Depot. Sentries at certain hours
were accompanied by a " Dutyman," who vanished after
the Orderly Officer had completed his rounds.
The Canteen and Guard Room were rebuilt during
the South African War.
Several times the " wooden walls " escaped destruction
by fire.
At the end of the Orderly Room Block (pulled down
to make room for the C.O.'s house) were some empty
Married Quarters, in one of these a C./Sgt. (I think his
name was McRedmond) had stored furniture, etc., just
before his wedding. Somehow the building caught fire and
he lost everything.
On rebuilding (of brick) it became the office of the
Army Pay Corps, 50th Regimental District.
The block just pulled down also had a narrow squeak.
The late S.M. J. Outten was walking round the rooms just
after the recruits had gone on parade and discovered the
floor well alight.
This would have been a disaster, as at each end married
families were living.
One Sunday morning the troops coming back from
church were startled by a loud bang. On enquiries being
made it appeared that a recruit had found what he thought
was a " dummy." He put it in his rifle and aiming at a
hole in the wall pressed the trigger and fainted. The mark
of the bullet can still be seen just above the window of a
shop opposite.
There was also another hut along the wall opposite
the Orderly Room block, which was used as a coffee shop
and later as a School. I was in charge and spent many
hours teaching N.C.O.s and Men the three " R's " (19045).
There was also a class for 1st Class Certs., which was
conducted by O.R.S. Bellion. At the examination for the
First Half 90 per cent, passed. Not bad for a Depot
School.
Yours faithfully,
C. T. Stringer,
late 4629.
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3b, Stanwick Road,
West Kensington, W.14.
6th March, 1951.

Dear Sir,
I am enclosing 10/ and please enrol me as a Life
Member in the Past and Present Association, and by doing
so I promise to get another, and 1 will, whoever he may be,
ask him to get one more to enrol. I think this will be the
true direction to follow. I feel that if I could sort out pals
in remote places in Turkey and Syria, I can easily do it in
this dear old country of ours, so " let's have a go."
Will you please remember me to anyone who may know
me, there are many whom I know and would like to see
me again as I would them, and through your " Queen's Own
Gazette " may I send my very best wishes to all those who
used to know me so well, and may I ask them to drop me a
line, and explain exactly who they are because time has
marched on so many years. I will reply without fail, and
visit them if I am able.
So now my best wishes to the P. and P. Association.
Yours very sincerely,
G. H. Cheeseman,
6334203 (late Sgt. Cook, 2nd Bn.)

United Kingdom Service
Liaison Staff,
Office of the High Commissioner
for the United Kingdom,
Wellington, N.Z.
4th January, 1951.
Dear Editor,
Those who served with the 5th Bn. before the war and
with the 2nd Bn. in Malta and Leros might care to know
that I have recently had a visit from a Cpl. J. E. Holland
of the Royal New Zealand Engineers. Holland's home was
at Sevenoaks and he served with the Bromley Company
(" A ") of the 5th Bn. from 1936. He joined the 2nd Bn. in
Malta in 1940 and served with it until taken prisoner at
Leros in 1943. Apparently, Holland and a Pte. Krapper of
the Regiment attempted to escape off a train while passing
through Bulgaria but unfortunately they only managed to
cover some ten miles before being recaptured. Cpl.
Holland was later Mentioned in Despatches.
After the war, Holland qualified as a Surveyor and
went to Australia for two years on Government contract
work. Returning to England, and liking Army life, he
rejoined the T.A. in the Artists Rifles (S.A.S.) from 1948
1949. Last year he was accepted by the New Zealand Army
under the scheme for recruiting exBritish Army tradesmen
and, having signed on for five
years, he arrived in
Wellington in December.
Cpl. Holland is at present employed at the Army
School, Trentham, but he lives in Wellington with his wife
and two small daughters. His home address is 57, Central
Terrace, Kelburn, Wellington, and he would be very glad
to hear from any of his friends in the Regiment. Urged to
get " The Q.O.G.", he said that he would write to the
Regimental Headquarters at Maidstone.
He asked to be remembered to Maj. Keenlyside, who
apparently presented him with a medal for P.T. on one
occasion, and to Capt. Flood.
Yours, etc.,
Dennis Talbot.

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS

FROM

LONDON

GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY
Short Service Regular Commission

2nd Lt. Edward John Marshall (408587), from Nat.
Ser. List, to be 2nd Lt., 1st November, 1950, with
seniority, 4th February, 1950.
Emergency Commission

Lt. D. H. St. Croix (284750) relinquishes his commn.
on account of disability, 21st February, 1951, and
is granted the hon. rank of Capt.
Lt. R. A. Yeates (327315)) relinquishes his commn.,
28th February, 1951, and is granted the hon.
rank of Lt.
National Service List

22344978, Cadet Aubrey James Curry (413583), to be
2nd Lt., 4th November, 1950.
22350381, Cadet Michael David Alan Gregson
(413861), to be 2nd Lt., 18th November, 1950.
22346759, Cadet John Barry BracewellMilnes (414175),
to be 2nd Lt., 2nd December, 1950.
22350830, Cadet Thomas Andrew Tilley (414191), to
be 2nd Lt., 2nd December, 1950.
IOtii Gurkha Rifles

P. O. Myers, M.C. (366610), from R.W.K., to be Capt.,
29th November, 1950, retaining his present
seniority.
T.A. Decoration
The KING has been graciously pleased to confer
the award of the 1st Clasp to the Territorial
Efficiency Decoration upon—
Capt. (A./Maj.) J. D. Stocker, M.C., T.D.
(88402).
The KING has been graciously pleased to confer the
award of the Territorial Efficiency Decoration
upon the following officers: —
Maj. K. C. Meyrick (105009);
Capt. D. Monckton, M.C. (88481).
The KING has been graciously pleased to confer the
award of the Territorial Efficiency Decoration and
the 1st Clasp upon—
Maj. A. H. Coombes (79448).
Efficiency Medal (Territorial)

The following officer is awarded the Efficiency Medal
(Territorial): —
Lt. S. F. G. Hall (308559).

EYES RIGHT SOTTCL5
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fact anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd.
Loose

Road, Maidstone.

Telephone : Maidstone 3020
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The 50th Regiment in New Zealand
in
"THE KAPUNI RIVER EPISODE, 1834 "

T

HOSE interested in Regimental History might possibly
have noticed on page 212 of the November, 1949,
issue of " The Q.O.G." a short article dealing with
the Regiment's first contact with New Zealand in 1834,
entitled " The 50th Regiment in New Zealand, I." The
episode described was the first occasion on which British
soldiers, other than Marines, had ever landed in that
country.
Recently, I at last had an opportunity to visit the area
in which the affair took place. As a result of giving a
lecture to the Officers' Club at Wanganui (where the 50th
were operating again in 1865) I was lucky enough to meet
a Major C. L. Lovegrove, a retired New Zealand Army
Officer, whose hobby it is to make a study of the history
of the Maori Wars and, in particular of those operations
which took place in his part of the country.
Major Lovegrove very kindly prepared a short sketch
on the Regiment's activities in New Zealand, which included
the following description of the 1834 episode described in
Fyler's History of the 50th as a " Service satisfactorily
accomplished," and, as it is in so much greater detail than
" The 50th Regiment in New Zealand, 1," 1 have no hesita
tion in asking the Editor of " The Q.O.G." to publish it.
1 have, however, taken the liberty of amending the text
slightly. Here is what Major Lovegrove has to say: —
"On 8th October, 1834, nearly six years before New
Zealand was annexed to the British Crown, a detachment
of H.M. 50th Regiment landed at the mouth of the Kapuni
River, in Taranaki Province, being the first British troops
to land in New Zealand. The mouth of the Kapuni River
is four miles southeast of Manaia and approximately eight
miles west of Hawera.
" Their mission was the rescue of the eldest child of
Captain Guard, master of the Barque 'Harriet,' a prisoner
in a Maori Pa. In April, 1834, the Barque 'Harriet' was
driven ashore and wrecked near Cape Egmont. All on
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board including the wife of Captain Guard, master and
part owner of the ship, were successful in reaching land.
The survivors set up a camp near the scene of the wreck
and on 10th May, the Maoris attacked the camp, making
them prisoners.
"Captain Guard and eleven men, however, managed
to escape to Muturoa (now part of the City of New
Plymouth). Eventually Captain Guard reached Sydney.
There are no details of how he did so, but he was accom
panied by three Maori Chiefs and it may be assumed that
he made his way up to the Bay of Islands, at that time the
only part of N.Z. which was in any way inhabited by white
people. He appealed to Sir Richard Bourke, Governor of
New South Wales for the rescue of his wife and children as
well as the other prisoners. As a result of this appeal, on
September 12th. 1834. H.M.S. 'Alligator' and the schooner
' Isabella' arrived off the coast of N.Z. and contact was
made with other survivors at Muturoa. The three Maori
Chiefs, who had been taken to Sydney landed with the
party at Muturoa. A few days later, on 19th September,
the Chiefs from the ship informed the Maoris at Muturoa
of the object of the warships' visit. Captain Guard, a pilot
and an interpreter landed and went to Te Namu Pa.
H.M.S. ' Alligator' and the schooner sailed round and
anchored in a nearby bay.
" At the approach of the party the Maoris fired a volley
in defiance and the warship therefore opened fire causing
the Maoris to flee to the bush. Captain Guard and party
reembarked. Bad weather set in and the ships went to
Port Hardy at the North end of South Island for shelter.
Returning to Muturoa on 24th September, a landing was
attempted near Te Namu, but the surf was too great.
" On 28th September a Captain Lamber and Captain
Johnston (50th), with a force of 40 seamen and marines
landed on the beach below Te Namu Pa. An unarmed
chief met the party and demanded ransom for Mrs. Guard
and her children, but was promptly seized by the sailors
and taken out to the warship. Subsequently he was wounded
trying to escape by jumping overboard. The small force
spent the night at the deserted Pa, destroying it the next
day before reembarking. Meantime it was found that the
object of the mission—Mrs. Guard and her children—
were at Waimate Pa. The ship sailed for the mouth of
the Kapuni River and arrived on 30th September—Waimate
Pa being nearby.
" On 1st October, Oaoti, the Maori Chief, who had
been wounded trying to escape from the warship, was
landed and he managed to get Mrs. Guard and the
youngest child handed over. There was some difficulty,
however, over the return of the elder child.
" A Lt. Thomas was sent ashore to demand the return
of the child and while waiting was fired on. This defiant
act was replied to by a furious bombardment from the
ship, but bad weather again intervened and drove the ship
to shelter. The warship sailed again from Port Hardy on
3rd October for Waimate Pa and on the 7th the Maoris
offered to hand over the child if an officer remained on
shore as hostage for the chief's safe return from the ship.
This request was refused. Next day a force of six officers
and 112 O.R.s, including the 50th detachment, and one
sixpounder gun was landed 24 miles southeast of Waimate
Pa and advanced on Waimate and OrangitePeke Pas.
The child was handed over after both Pas had been
captured. A truce was then declared but by some mistake
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fire was kept up for a considerable time during the truce.
Captain Johnston and Ensign Wright, however, restored
discipline after some difficulty. Both Pas were eventually
destroyed by burning.
"The force reembarked on 10th October and H.M.S.
' Alligator' sailed for Kapiti Island. Here the powerful
Ngatitoa Chief Te Ruaparaha—was interviewed. The
expedition remained at Kapiti till 24th October when the
ship sailed for the Bay of Islands, before returning to
Australia."
While I was in the area I endeavoured to find the
scene of the landing. Accompanied by my wife and two
elder boys (Richard, Colonel P. H. Macklin's godson, and
Rupert) we found the Kapuni River easily enough but
failed to reach its mouth on the south side near which
the troops had landed. After struggling through numerous
thick and very thorny hedges we eventually found our

The mouth of the Kapuni River.
The fust British soldiers, other than Marines, ever to
land in New Zealand were a Company of the 50th
Regiment. This Company landed near the mouth of
the Kapuni River, which is about halfway between
Wanganui and New Plymouth (Taranaki) on the west
coast of the North Island. The date was the 8th
October, 1834. Thirtyone years later—1865—the
Regiment was once again operating in the same area
during the Maori wars.
selves in a field with a sheer cliff to the sea on one side,
an impassable thorny hedge barring our way to the river
mouth and a herd of vicious looking bulls headed by a
particularly ferocious looking specimen in the same field as
ourselves. We therefore decided to beat as dignified a
retreat as we could and to try the north side of the river
instead. Scrambling back through the hedges, which
seemed to have become even thornier than before, we
emerged bloody but unbowed to find the car with one tyre
flat. It rained. Eventually we arrived at the north bank.
We drove to within half a mile of the river mouth and
there was an easy enough walk through some fields. The
sun shone and the birds sang. There were no animals of
any sort in sight, lt was quite an attractive spot. The river
itself, now little more than a stream, albeit a trout stream,
wound its way through a gorge to the sea. Wild lupins,
yellow in colour, grew profusely on its banks. From the
cliffs, however, it looked a pretty unpleasant place at which

to land and Captain Johnston and his company must have
had to clamber up the steep banks of the river gorge. In
1834 the country must have been covered with trees and
bush, but most of these have now been cleared, leaving
open pasture and fields. I took two photographs to show
the river mouth through a break in the cliffs and the
Kapuni beach itself. There were no traces of the two Pas,
although there were some likely sites for them. It was
difficult to imagine that there had ever been an action of
any sort in that spot.
D.E.B.T.



OBITUARY
Homefield,
Knockholt,
Sevenoaks.
17th February, 1951.
Dear Sir,
I do not know if the death of T. H. Martle has been
brought to your notice and I feel that if you have room
in your next issue of the " Gazette," you might like to
print this letter.
Martle was a great friend of mine; I first met him
when I was attached for training to the 1st Bn. at the
Shaft Barracks, Dover, I think in 1908. He was a Platoon
Sgt. in D Company, then commanded by Major
(Chicken) Martyn, with Roy Brock as 2ndincommand.
Martle had just finished a Musketry Course at Hythe and
1 always remember him as a most efficient and keen
Musketry Instructor. Later he came to the4th Bn. and
was Sgt.Instructor to the Westerham and Edenbridge
Company.
In September, 1914, when we were forming the 2/4th
Bn. I urged Col. A. T. Simpson to get Martle as our R.S.M.,
and we were indeed fortunate to get such a good one in
Martle. He went with us to Gallipoli and served the Bn.
with efficiency and devotion. He was particularly good
and helpful to me when I succeeded Col. Simpson as C.O.,
when the latter was wounded at the end of August, 1915.
Since 1918 he had lived quietly with his wife at Southwick,
Sussex. I am sure there may be some old soldiers of the
Regiment who will remember him and regret his passing.
Yours truly,
Hubert Smithers, Major.
4

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
April 28th and 29th—The Regimental Golf
Meeting will be held at Maidstone.
15th June.—"At Home" at Savoy Hotel
15th June.—Regimental Dinner at the Junior
United Services Club, Charles II Street, S.W.I.
14th to 20th July.—Maidstone Cricket Week.
15th July.—Reunion, Maidstone.
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|| : News from
i st BATTALION

O

UR notes t h i s
month cover the
first stage of the
move to Malaya.
O n F r i d a y , 2nd
February, the main party
of the Bn., under the
command of
Major
D. H. Andrews, M.C.,
moved off from Shorn
cliffe station i n t w o
special
trains.
Many
families and friends
were at the station at
the unearthly hour of
2.30 a.m. to see the first
train depart.
Lt.Col.
Martyn, who is travel
ling by air, also came to
see us off. The second
train left just over an
hour later.

At this juncture we should like to thank the Home
Counties Group Training Centre for their invaluable
assistance during our last few days at Shorncliffe. The
indefatigable Fred Abrams, H.C.G.T.C. Messing Officer,
is worthy of special mention. He and his staff provided
a continuous supply of "char and wads" for the entrain
ing troops. The subsequent embarkation on the troop
ship " Devonshire " at Liverpool went very smoothly, and
it is noteworthy that there were no absentees. General
Oliver gave a short farewell speech to the Officers on board,
and wished the Bn. luck. Also present were Brigadier
O. Y. Hibbert (who commanded the Bn. in India) and
Major and Mrs. Leigh.
We sailed at 6.20 p.m., and while our Band played
" Auld Lang Syne," we waved our last farewells to those
who had come to see us off.
The general standard on board the ship was very satis
factory, if a little cramped on the troopdecks. It didn't
take very long to get used to the technique of getting into
the hammocks at the first attempt.
Our passage across the Bay of Biscay did not go quite
according to plan owing to the failure of both engines in
a gale. This made things a little uncomfortable, but we
are glad to say everyone stood up to it very well, despite
a few minor injuries.
Training is now in full swing, and apart from Signals,
M.T. and Weapon Training periods, we have had some
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Battalions : |
lectures on Malaya by an Officer and a W.O. who are
returning to their units already stationed there. We have
also had some excellent shooting practices off the stern.
Targets are empty beer cans and it is a matter for con
jecture which is enjoyed most, the shooting or the provision
of the empties ! P.T. and sporting events are also included
in our programmes. We arS looking forward to tugofwar
and boxing contests for which everyone is training furiously.
Light entertainment includes films, singsongs, tombola
and quiz contests. A ship's concert is also being rehearsed
at the moment. We are fortunate indeed in having the
Band with us. Apart from giving concerts, they have played
for divine services, a dance, a dixieland session and no
doubt they will provide the orchestra for the forthcoming
concert.
We have now been in the Mediterranean for five days,
during which time the sea has been calm and the weather
warm. Everyone is looking forward to our arrival at Port
Said on 14th February, when we will receive our first
batch of mail from home. Bulging sacks of mail for
families and friends are also waiting on the ship to be
posted there. Our other ports of call will be Aden and
Colombo.
Finally we wish the H.C.G.T.C. boxing team every
success in the Army Boxing Championships.

SERGEANTS' MESS
At the present moment we are without a home owing
to our move to Malaya. However, once we get settled
down in F.A.R.E.L.F. we hope to give you all the news
from individuals as well as the Central Mess.
Our appreciation must be expressed to Depot Sgts'.
Mess for their best wishes sent by wire before we left
England. Also to the H.C.G.T.C. Mess for all the hard
work they put into entertain our (members, especially
during our last week.
Life aboard the Devonshire is quite pleasant, in fact,
some 2nd class passengers are having a really good time.
Beer and whisky are plentiful, and with cigarettes fifty for
2/1, everyone seems to be smoking far too much. During
the severe gale in the Bay of Biscay several very senior
W.O.s were conspicuous by their absence at the dining
table. The other W.O.s were quite sorry to see the end of
the gale, as they were getting used to the " buckshees."
We welcome C/Sgt. Hillyard to the Bn., after receiv
ing very short notice to join us. We extend to him our very
best wishes for a happy tour of duty with us.
All best wishes to all.
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Photo

1st Battalion embarking on H.M.T. Devonshire.

Kent Messenger

Photo

Lining the rail,

Kent Messenger
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The Colonel of the Regiment with Major Andrews talking to some of the men on deck.
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4 th

BATTALION

BATTALION H.Q.

o

N 2nd February our Company
Commanders and Intelligence
Officer spent a weekend at Hythe,
where they attended an Exercise, " Father
Tiber." On the Saturday evening the 4th
Bn., The Buffs, who have a Drill Hall in
Folkestone, very kindly entertained us.
The Exercise was most enjoyable and
despite the weather all returned feeling
that the weekend had been well spent.
The remainder of February appears to have been
devoted to R.E.M.E. inspections of all kinds, everything from
carriers to compasses. A great deal of work has been put
in by both Territorials and Permanent Staff in order to
make these inspections a success and we now sit back and
hope for the best.
Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent has graciously
accepted a copy of the 4th Bn. History, " From Kent to
Kohima
copies have also been presented to and accepted
by the C.I.G.S., the G.O.C., 44 (H.C.) Inf. Div. (T.A.) and
the Colonel of the Regiment.

H.Q. COMPANY
January has opened with a considerable increase in the
tempo of training. New brooms are sweeping clean, recruits
are pouring in (we had two last week) and the Signals and
Intelligence Sections (since drafting their own ambitious
programmes) are refusing to have any truck with the M.T.
Section.
The Drivers and Trainees of this august body, under
the guidance of Sgt. Cheeseman, are fast becoming glibly
technical. Conversations are interspersed with differentials,
gear ratios and doubledeclutching king pins (is that right ?).
Certain members of the Bn., who may be stopped and asked
for the whereabouts of their bigends, are invited to ignore
any personal imputation and to consider it as M.T. training.
The voice with the smile has now come to H.Q. Coy.
with the advent of Pte. Brough, who, with Lt. Baker the
Signals Officer, has persuaded the Bn. telephone exchange
to work. Cpl. Mew and a member of the new Civil
Defence Corps, having explored together the mysteries of
the 88 Set are now reported to be wondering why it has
ceased to function.
On the 30th January, the N.S. men were assembled
and formally warned for Camp. A story (the veracity of
which we have reason to doubt) tells how one man, when
asked why he disliked the Army, replied: "'Cos they
won't lecture do watcher like " !
The regular attendance of two N.S. men, Ptes.
Constable and West, has enabled the Intelligence Section
to begin training in preparation for Camp. Despite the
natural fame attached to this particular part of H.Q. Coy.,
it has not yet been approached by any worried looking
civilians enquiring what had been "Z" about Summer
Camp.
A great deal of stage management (in more senses
than one) went into the production of a Children's Party,
which was given by H.Q. Coy. on the 27th January.
Father (Coulstock) Christmas was most impressed by the

bonny families, which, he said, were as much due to the
luxury life on the Bounty as to State orange juice.
The children were entertained by a display of dancing
given by the " Glen Iris Girls," a troupe of young amateurs
whose obvious talents were variously appreciated by fathers
and children alike. O.C. Company (as is evident from the
photograph) was disappointed by the absence from the
party of Sgt. Corke's latest daughter. Apparently the reason
is that she could not afford to attend, since she brought
only 9 lbs. with her on her homearrival on the 22nd
January.
Last month we omitted to inform our friends of the
December activities of H.Q. Coy., and although we are
told that " brevity is wit," our silence was not appreciated.
Although we are sorry for our omission, we would not
embarrass our admirers with profuse apologies, deeming it
better to hearken to the plea of " no more words we
beseech you " !
In this new year of 1951, in this land of topsyturvy,
where £23.000,000 are spent to save £6,000,000, where
meat is sent to the Argentine and coal to Newcastle, where
friend cannot be distinguished from fellowtraveller, the
cynic might be tempted to say:
" Oaths are straws, men's faiths are wafercakes
and holdfast is the only dog; my duck therefore,
Caveto, he thy counsellor."
Nevertheless, we members of the Territorial Army,
confident in our faith in king and country, wish our friends
and allies a happy and peaceful New Year and to our
enemies—a better conscience.
" Clubman."
P.S.—We congratulate B Coy. on being awarded
second place in the 133 Bde. InterCompany
Autumn Shoot, as they announced in the February
" Q.O.G." These congratulations are sincerely
meant, although the official placings overlooked
the score of H.Q. Coy. for some reason. We trust
that a more accurate announcement of the Spring
Shoot results will enable B Coy. to claim second
place to H.Q. Coy. with confidence.
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As the slack period during the Xmas holidays has
now passed, we are once again a hive of activity. We have
had two small bore matches against civilian rifle clubs,
namely, Frittenden and Marden. We were beaten on both
occasions, unfortunately, but were not disgraced. We lost
to Marden by 31 points and to Frittenden by 7. We arc
looking forward to the return matches to try and wipe
out this deficit.
C.S.M. (Bomber) Wells, M.M., of this Coy., was pre
sented with the Meritorious Service Certificate by the Com
manding Officer during the month and his photograph
appears opposite. We hope that this does not cause him to
be recognised by too many people with disastrous results.
Well done, " Bomber " !
On the same evening the Commanding Officer also
presented medals for shooting to the following: C.S.M.
Wells, M.M., Sgt. Jackson and Pte. Kedra. Well done !
The W.R.A.C., who are just above us, are hoping to
challenge us in the near future on the Miniature Range.
We must beat them or we shall never be allowed to live
it down.
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The other evening we were given an excellent lecture
and the film show by the Army Health Team. After it was
over the canteen was invaded by the contingents from Ton
bridge and Sevenoaks. lt was a difficult job to get them
out after they had met members of the W.R.A.C. We were
very pleased to see them over here and wish that it could
be arranged more often.

mm

whisked away at the start of the kit inspection and only
returned at the end, as Cpl. " Bill " Styles was making up
the " overs and unders list" ! !
Our Jumble Sale, collections for which were started
last October, now looks more promising—a raiding party
sent out a fortnight ago was a great success and promises
of sufficient jumble to fill the Drill Hall seem to have been
obtained. A welcome feature of the raid seems to have
been the way in which the raiders were received by the
locals. Cpl. "Tim" Head was particularly successful, but
we regret to say that most of his jumble was in tumbler
form, and we understand he has been requested to make
another visit soon ! !
We were all, of course, interested in the plan for more
detailed cooperation with the local authority; we feel that
it will stimulate recruiting and perhaps wake the local
population into some action.
Camp draws nigh, and with it the possibility, accord
ing to the Training Programme, of some entertaining work
for all; and with its location a little nearer home, the play
should be more entertaining, too.
Best wishes to the 1st Bn. and to the rest of the
4th Bn. from—
" Busy Bee."

" D " COMPANY
Lt.Colonel Brounlie presenting the Meritorious Service
Certificate to C.S.M. D. Wells, M.M.
We are very busy at the moment getting ready for a
dance to be held at the Star Hotel next month and we
hope that it will be a success.
Our N.S. men seem to be fitting in O.K., although we
don't see them as often as we would like. But still, after
Camp, which is in May, we will possibly get a few of them
to volunteer.
" Anon."

" B " COMPANY
Amidst all the political and economic flaps and panics
of the past few months our training has continued on
fairly steady lines, but our highlight was the Commanding
Officer's parade at the end of January. Our National
Servicemen were present and the parade was made the 
occasion for the presentation of awards to Pte. Pennells
and Sgt. Vallins. Most of us are satisfied when we get
the Long Service ribbon up, but not so Pte. Pennells, and
we all congratulate him on his 30 years' service. Sgt.
Vallins, of course, is always in the news and his award was
in respect of his efforts in the Divisional Shoot of a few
months ago; congratulations once again, Harry.
The rest of the parade was rather hectic, especially
for the National Servicemen, who had to go through the
throes of documentation, kit inspection, pay parade, camp
warning and recruiting propaganda. However, at the end of
the evening everyone was happy, except the C./Sgt., who,
after complaining that he never has any work to do, was

At last it has happened ! " Gap in Hejrow" has
peacefully retired to the ranks of the poor old married
men, and finds that his life is so fully occupied with his
family duties that he can no longer spare the time to write
our news for " The Q.O.G." Anyway, " Wally," good
shooting, but don't aim too high.
Civil Defence, knots and lashes, reef knots, bowlines,
hitches and spotseys (what am I saying ?) D Coy. is looking
like a cross between sea cadets and the ancient mariners. It's
coming very easy to us though, most things we tackle do;
we take all this knot tieing and Civil Defence work in our
stride. Good lads these D Coy. blokes, in fact, " tophole."
(Did I hear the sound of a trumpet somewhere or was it
the other Coys, sending us some fruit ?) It's good to see
some of the usual back benchers coming to the fore. Bill
Gardner (exNavy P.O.) taking the lead with the rope
tricks and Harry Olley remembering his first
aid and
stretcher work, showing us the right and wrong ways of
lifting a body—seems he learnt all this when he was in
the Drums of the 5th Bn. (take note, Mr. Breaden, he may
help to fill your ranks).
On Sunday last some of us turned up for a soccer
match that wasn't; perhaps the less said about it the better
—maybe the weather was to blame. Never mind, a good
tuck in of sandwiches and cakes was had by all and two
P.S.I.s were taught that it costs money to scrubout.
Clothing exchanges for some with three or more years'
service should bring our two pals, Cpl. " Ted " Ranson and
his mucker, " George " Pace, new hope, for " Ted" tells
us that his boots are so thin that if he treads on a coin
he can tell whether it is heads or tails just by the feel of
it. Watch 'em, Dave, never know what they are up to next.
x

Will the V.LP. who travels on the 75 'bus please note
that sleeping bunks are to be installed just in case he needs
a nap.
"Jumbo."
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SUPPORT COMPANY
What weather we have been having lately ! For the
last two or three weeks it has hardly stopped raining, snow
ing and/or blowing and everybody is rather browned off
with it, but such trivialities do not deter Sp. Coy. Our
programme is adhered to as far as possible, and so it was
that a brave force of 3tonners and carriers set forth from
Bank Street one Tuesday evening and turned their faces
into a howling gale. Led by the doughty Sgt. Dowsing,
clad in leather jerkin and waterproof, they showed the flag
in several local villages and returned in very good order,
rather cold, though fairly dry, and then all trooped into the
Clubroom to do the bar profits a bit of good.
I, personally, had to have a fortnight off as the
influenza bug settled on me and laid me low, so I missed
a good half of the drills this month, but I am told there
were no untoward incidents. We must very shortly fire
off our Bn. Efficiency Trophy Shoot on the Miniature
Range, so we have put in a bit of practice, with some
quite good results, and as soon as we have selected our
team we shall get cracking. Our specialist weapons have
come in for their share of attention with the mortar really
leading by a baseplate. Unfortunately, Sgt. Shapland and
Cpl. Elliott, our sixpounder experts, have not been able
to come along very often recently so the A./Tanks are

trailing behind, but we hope that this will be remedied in
the near future.
On the social side of the ledger I have to report a very
successful experiment which was carried out on Saturday,
1 Oth February. Sgt. Dowsing, it transpires, has a brother,
also Sgt. Dowsing, who is also a P.S.I, with a Territorial
Unit—916 Coy., R.A.S.C., at Brighton, and they decided
some time ago that their two Units should get together.
Having worked out the details, there remained merely the
transporting of one Unit to the other's Drill Hall and this
problem was placed in front of the respective Officers Com
manding. Maj. Britten, M.B.E., R.A.S.C., had plans to run
an intensive weekend's training anyway, so the scheme was
adapted so that Tonbridge was the halfway mark and they
came up from Brighton on a wirelesscontrolled convoy.
Arriving at Bank Street at about five o'clock. Sgts. Dowsing
(ours) and Smith and Cpl. Locke went out to meet them
and then guide them from Tunbridge Wells, and a very
impressive sight it was, too.
After they had had tea and a wash, they found odd
bodies with Royal West Kent on their shoulders drifting in,
and by 7.30 the place was full. Quite a number of H.Q.
Coy. came along, led, of course, by Sgt. Locke, to join in
the fun and we were very glad to see them, especially as
without them we were rather outnumbered by the Service
Corps.

H.Q. Company, 4 R.W.K. (T.A.), Children's Party, 27th January.
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Billiards and snooker matches were quickly in opera
tion and, once again, L/Cpl. Apps got the cards out and
the crib, board, but the major items were a darts match
between the R.A.S.C. team and a combined H.Q. and Sp.
Coy., R.W.K., team and a similar match on the Miniature
Range. Each match was for a quite a number of pints of
beer, and although the Coy. from Brighton were quite
boastful about their being the " crack shots" of the
R.A.S.C, with great modesty I must report that we trounced
them hard and well, which reminds me that 1 had to leave
early and thus missed my share of the beer for the shooting
match—T must see Sgt. Dowsing about this.
Some of the families came along and a very happy
time was had by all, and Maj. Britten expressed his grate
ful thanks for all that had been put on, and I know that the
R.A.S.C. enjoyed being with us as much as we liked having
them.
Early on the Sunday they pushed on to Montreal Park,
where they had great fun ditching and unditching lorries
in pouring rain and very unpleasant conditions, as R.A.S.C.
will when given half a chance, and passed through Ton
bridge at about five o'clock on their way back to Brighton.
They have extended an invitation to us to return the
visit and we hope to do this some weekend in the summer.
From a purely friendly visit, however, this looks like
developing into a Divisional exercise—the R.A.S.C. have
ideas of asking the Field Battery, R.A. (T.A.), in Brighton,
to cooperate, which leads to asking some infantrymen
from the Royal Sussex to join in, and so it goes on. Come
what may, I am sure we shall have a jolly good time there.
Sgt. Dowsing is to be congratulated on this effort, and
already he has ideas of other social evenings with other
units and clubs, etc., but that is a story for the future.

T

HE close of February has seen the last of the masonry
of the demolished Barrack and Hospital Blocks
being removed by our new neighbours, the 25th Field
Engineer Regiment, R.E., and the soil beneath being raked
over. To what purpose the site will be put is somewhat
uncertain as yet, but no doubt the space will be found
valuable upon the reactivation of the Depot.
Though the month has been for the most part quiet
it has not been without incident. The Medway Towns'
Fire Brigade have been using the Barracks Square to
practice for their forthcoming display in June. In sympathy,
presumably, an allotment of stirrup pumps has been made
to the Depot upon the authority of the Fire Inspectorate.
With such a formidable stock of fire fighting
equip
ment to hand one would be apt to think that our last
worry would be of fire breaking out, but fate decreed that
as soon as the various Fire Services had departed to their
respective towns and the occupants of the Barracks were
seated at lunch, the Officers' Mess chimney was to catch
fire.
The danger was very real, as all who have visited the
Depot will know, the Officers' Mess is an old wooden con
struction that would take very little persuasion indeed to
burst into flames. The resident Officers and Mess Staff
had the fire under control by the time the fire brigade had
returned.
L/Cpl. Frost is spending another of his periodic tours
of duty with us as bugler at the Maidstone assizes. When
he is staying with us we are always sure of keeping abreast
with the crime news.
Our sick list has been larger than usual this month,
with Ptes. Avis, Orwin, Reah and Mathews being confined
to their beds, but we are pleased to be able to report that
all are now well and back to duty.
The interior decoration of Barracks has now reached
the Administration Block, causing no little disturbance in
the usual calm and orderly atmosphere of the nerve centre
of Barracks, but no serious difficulty has yet arisen and
apart from working in strange and sometimes colder
surroundings all is well.
The visitors to the Depot this month have been Major
General W. P. Oliver, Colonel Martyn, Major Jackson,
Capt. Blum, who stayed in the Mess with us for a few days,
and Capt. Galilee, who called in to say goodbye to the
Depot before he returned to his home, New Zealand. We
wish him a safe and speedy journey and hope that he will
sometimes think of us back in the Regiment.
Major Mines called in whilst visiting Maidstone last
week and apears to have become quite accustomed to his
new environment.
Major Duffield accompanied some
Museum exhibits from Shorncliffe and took lunch at the
Mess. We were honoured to have MajorGeneral Sir
George Cory, K.S.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., call in at the Depot.
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He is living quite near the Depot—at Bearsted—and we
hope to see him at our future Regimental functions.
During the demolition of the old Hospital and
Barrack Blocks a few relics were found which may prove
interesting to some readers; namely, the bedplate of No.
6393, Pte. A. Bennett, R.W.K. and several remnants of the
days of the 7th Dragoons as well as a great many coins.
Capt. Wheeler, who is at present supervising the lay
out of the Museum, has found the AssaultatArms Medals
for the following persons: L/Cpl. Barnes, Pte. Brockwell,
Pte. Sudds, L/Cpl. Parsons, Pte. Dark, Pte. Owen, Pte. Hall,
and has them on exhibition with our large collection of
medals and decorations.
Apart from InterDepot Games we have had only one
football match this month, that being against the 25th
Field Engineer Regiment. The Depot played well but the
R.E.s, by virtue of their better passihg, won the day—
Depot, 2; 25th Field Engineers, 6.

SERGEANTS' MESS
At last our Mess redecoration and furnishing has now
been completed and great credit is due to the R.S.M. for
the excellent way the Mess is now laid out. We are proud
to be able to say that our Mess Is as good as any line
regiment's depot sergeants' mess. Our thanks are due to
the members of the 1st Bn. Mess for kindly allowing us
to take in use certain items of their furniture they were
unable to take with them on proceeding overseas.
On 10th February the local W.R.A.C. (T.A.) Unit had
their Annual Children's Xmas Party and kindly invited all
children of "The Queen's Own" families located in the
locality to attend. Arrangements for the layout, etc., were
ably carried out by R.S.M. Hayley, who always seems to
be able to get the right atmosphere for these occasions. The
children had a wonderful time and all received very nice
presents. Les. Skinner again provided the entertainment in
the form of a Punch and Judy show, which they all enjoyed.
A new Royal Engineer Regiment, the 25th Field, has
now taken over Invicta Lines and their Sgts'. Mess put on
an excellent social and dance on the 15th, the O.R.Q.M.S.
attending and appears to have taken the floor a couple of
times. This is not his usual habit and there may be some
thing in it, but he strongly denies all rumour and still
states he will remain a confirmed bachelor—perhaps ? ?
Socially, owing to redecoration etc., we have not held
any functions, although members have taken part in the
Maidstone Branch, Past and Present exServices' Games
Tournament and Shooting Competitions. Several members
also spent a very pleasant evening with the Branch on the
occasion of their social with Boughton Monchelsea Village
Club.
Towards the end of the month the Mess really came
into its own with six members from other Regiments being
attached whilst attending a Cinema Projectionist's Course.
They are all very high in their praise for the amenities the
Mess has and the excellent accommodation given. I'm sure
they could not have wished for a happier time during their
short stay.
It is now understood that the Regimental Depot will
be " reactivated " in the near future. We are all looking
forward to this so that the Mess can return to the days of
yore. Nomination of W.O.s and Sgts. who are likely to be
posted has not been made known, but whoever arrives can
be assured of every comfort as far as the Mess is concerned.

On the occasion of the Past and Present Committee
Meeting, the Mess was at their disposal. After a meeting
lasting about three hours, all members took their tea in our
dining room. They were all very complimentary of the
excellent layout.
A letter was received from C.S.M. Blundon, who,
unfortunately, is still a patient in the Military Hospital at
Colchester. In spite of his illness, he still writes a very
cheery letter and we all sincerely hope he will soon be on
the road to recovery. A letter was also received from
exSgt. (Jim) Piggott, who, owing to his hours of duty, has
not been able to come along and have an official presenta
tion of a tankard given by the Mess on conclusion of his
colour service. As we have held the tankard for some
considerable time, the R.S.M. tactfully took the opportunity
to hand it over personally. His letter was very appreciative
for the Mess gesture. May the pot come in handy for
many years to come.
Sgt. Pratt (Officers' Mess Sgt.), who recently has had a
very long leave, let the news creep out that his son had
developed chicken pox—this caused his despatch home on
compulsory leave until fears of spreading an epidemic
throughout the barracks had passed. He is now once again
back at duty.
Apart from our friends who attended the P. and P.
Committee Meeting, we have had a visit from Sgt. Eighteen
(M.P.S.C.), who seemed to manage to get long weekends
rather frequently. It is rumoured that he will shortly be
for the " big boat" and he is rather concerned on obtain
ing authority to be allowed to have his alsatian, " Star,"
to accompany him as a W.D. Police Dog (?).
Gardening Notes.—This is a very sore point with the
R.S.M.'s secret plot. Owing to demolitions, he reports that
he has been unable to take any action whatsoever in con
nection with the preparation of his valuable ground For this
year's crop. He is seriously thinking of " chucking it up."
He came to the Orderly Room last week very agitated and
reported that the children had been having a rompus all
over the plot and invited the O.R.Q.M.S. to go and witness
the damage. The O.R.Q.M.S. did not note anything very
serious—apparently all that had happened was the children
had broken off some rather large leaves from what remains
of the few Brussels sprouts that had been planted. Other
wise the plot was still in the disreputable state it was as
previously reported. Things are brightening up, however,
as he has accepted some onion seed. 1 should think the
best way to plant these will be to just go and scatter them
and chance what comes up.
C./Sgt. Ringe apparently is still in hibernation from
the state of his plot.
The O.R.Q.M.S., now the weather is getting kinder,
spends all his spare time during the lunch hour in trying
to pull up arrears. Progress is very steady to date, he is
having trouble in clearing the trees he has felled and lopped
during the winter. He does not know whether to start a
small log wood business, but he certainly has the makings
littered about just now. In all fairness it must be reported
that he has made a start and put in some cabbage plants,
but they are not looking very lively yet.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, 31st March, 1951, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.:
SERGEANTS' MESS DANCE, GYMNASIUM,
THE BARRACKS.
" McCartney."
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TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF THE
DEPOT
Lofty Eastaugh and Haircut Foster

I

T was " Tich" Harris who came doubling into the
Orderly Room one day last week in a high state of
nervous tension babbling about " yellow perils" and
" North Koreans." Upon investigation it was found not
to be one of our Asiatic cousins but " Haircut," who had
been passing through the offices whilst distempering was
in progress and had received a fine coating himself.
Having thus rid ourselves of the month's inanity in
the opening paragraph, we will confine ourselves to the
reporting of the more weighty matters that require airing
to the public.
Valentine's Day did not go unnoticed at the Depot by
the bods or L/Cpl. Weller, who had to " lump the perishing
things about," to quote his charming phrase.
We have not been without our night life this month.
" The Dragoon," our " local," challenged the Depot to a
darts match. Pte. " Pickles " Parsons, team captain, is to
be thanked for the organization and arrangements for the
match and the whole blooming team is to be thanked for
its loss. Next time we send them to a darts match we're
giving them bows as well as arrows !
The match was followed by a dance held by the " Kent
Messenger" at the Old Palace. Pam Free, one of the
"gorgeous wee beasties " of the 303 Bn., W.R.A.C. (T.A.),
lashed out with a complimentary ticket for four bods and
no less than twelve gained entrance on the strength of it,
and that's one of the things they don't teach in training.
It has just come to our notice that photographs of the
bods having a hectic time are on show in town. "Taffy"
Shaw believes that now his profile has been exhibited to
the public gaze a film contract will be on its way. Any
offers for the Depot star, the James Mason of Merthyr
Tydfil ?
Maj. Pond is now recovering from the shock he sus
tained upon opening a letter and finding that he was being
warned that a couple of cannons were being trundled in
the direction of the Depot. It appears that they were
indented for many moons ago and have only just been
despatched. If we can find no home for them they will
be given as a spot prize at the next dance.
A cockroach expeditionary force from the Officers'
Mess Kitchen Cockroach Training and Holdees' Depot
have attacked and consolidated the Sgts'. Mess larder. The
Depot Staff are attacking in force with large quantities of
AL.63, but though hard pressed, the cockroach forces have
given very little ground and are still threatening the weekly
eightpennyworth of meat.
L/Cpl. "Stinker" Frost is spending a few days with
us whilst he is bugling at the Assizes. We don't buy the
" News of the World " any more. Why should we, when
we get it all firsthand from " Stinker " ?
We have to keep an eye on " Haircut" these days
since he found that there is bar of synthetic soap in the
museum. He says that he wants to try it out, as carbolic
doesn't do his schoolgirl complexion any good.
Our muse, which seems to be on a " working to rule "
strike, has finally deserted us, so until next month, hurra
salaams, sahibs, and roll on demob, from " Sepoy ' Lofty ' "
and " Gunga 'Haircut' Dinn."

S.S.A.F.A. AND ITS SERVICES

T

HE Soldiers', Sailors' and Airmen's Families' Asso
ciation is a nationwide voluntary organization
which gives advice to the families of Service and
exService men and women and, in necessitous cases,
temporary financial assistance to those whose needs are
not covered by the State. Every Serviceman, whether
regular or N.S., should know of its activities.
It was founded in 1885 by Colonel Sir James Gildea
to look after the wives and families of men going abroad
with the Second Egyptian Expeditionary Force. For over
60 years it has been building up its organization on an ever
increasing scale. It now has 1,500 Branches in the United
Kingdom and in some stations abroad, manned by 15,000
voluntary workers. The service which S.S.A.F.A. offers
today is outlined below.
The Welfare Service ensures that the families of
serving and exService men and women obtain all the help
to which they are entitled from the State. It is ready to
give immediate and experienced help to meet the most
diverse family problems. It provides immediate financial
aid, often in cooperation with other organizations, to
alleviate hardship which is not covered by any Govern
ment scheme, or where official machinery moves too
slowly to meet urgent needs. Grants are made towards
the cost of purchasing essential furniture when permanent
homes have been found; towards the temporary main
tenance of widows, and of families affected financially by
breakdowns suffered by disabled men; during illness for
extra nourishment, etc.
The Overseas Department provides the serviceman
with a permanent link with home and with a means of
making urgent family inquiries. It is of the greatest
assistance to Commanding Officers in the handling of their
men's family problems while they are overseas.
The Clothing Branch, which was established in 1895,
supplies clothing, blankets, layettes and footwear, etc., to
wives and children in need.
The S.S.A.F.A. Nursing Service provides fullytrained
and certificated district nurses for the families of men in
garrisons overseas. There are nurses in Germany, Austria,
Middle East, Malta, Gibraltar and Singapore. Although
the entire cost of the Nursing Service is now borne by
the Service Department concerned, it remains under the
administrative control of S.S.A.F.A.
The Married Families' Club, at 14/16, Nevern Square,
Earls Court, London, is a hotel to which Service and ex
Servicemen and women below commissioned rank and
their families can go when on Short visits to London.
The Children's Homes Department provides " Short
Stay " Homes to which children can be sent during
periods of domestic trouble or the mother's illness, and to
which service wives can go for needed rest.
The Officers' Branch (established in 1886) provides
rent free flats,
rent grants, etc., for the widows and
unmarried daughters of deceased officers.
4

Subscription rates: —
Officers 9/- per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 51 per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.
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SHE WAS READING ABOUT URANIUM . . .

INVISIBLE DEATH
New Detective Story by Charles Irving

R

OWENA BURCHARD was studying the Smyth
Report on "Atomic Energy for Military Purposes"
(H.M. Stationery Office). She was looking for
details about the production of plutonium. Presently she
found the passage she wanted:
8.41.— . . .the plutonium processes have to be
carried out by remote control and behind thick shields.
The separation equipment is housed in a series of cells
having heavy concrete walls . . .
8.42.—Uranium slugs that have been exposed fn
the pile are transferred under water to the first of these
cells and are then dissolved . . .
Rowena closed the book thoughtfully.
She was a tall, daikhaired girl, with features that might
have been described as striking. Her father, Anthony
Burchard, had been an Engish engineer who had spent most
of his life in CzechoSlovakia, and had married a Czech
wife. He himself had steered clear of politics, but his
daughter, bilingual, clever and dynamic, had made contacts
with the Communist underground in 1938, when she was
only sixteen. After the war she had been sent to London,
where she held a responsible position in the organization.
It was not until after the war that she had begun to
hate Communism. Curiously, this had started with the
postwar Communist directives about music. Rowena had
a deep appreciation of music, and it revolted her to be told
to judge a symphony not on its merits but on its supposed
political content.
This, by itself, might not have mattered. But not long
ago, as part of her duty, she had been going through
certain reports from CzechoSlovakia. Among them was
one containing the names of those who had proved non
cooperative to the new regime, and had " disappeared
one of the names was that of Anthony Burchard.
She had no need to ask what had happened to her
father'; she had known it happen, too often, to other people.
And so, having studied her Smyth Report, she was on
her way to meet Inspector Sims, C.I.D., now attached to
Special Section (D) and relieved for the moment of his
normal duties.
Sims listened with care to her story; but a frown
gathered on his forehead as she outlined what she proposed
to do, if he would help her. She noticed the frown, and
began to talk even more urgently.
" There are nearly a dozen of them there—all of them
important," she said. "They live in this house, and run it
themselves—no servants, of course. People think they are
students. If only you can get me the stuff, it would be so
easy. They've been told to get it, don't you see ? It's
needed for research ..."
" My dear young lady," said Sims severely, "whatever
they are and whoever they may be, you can't do things
like that—not in this country. And in any case, I certainly
couldn't hand over to you any atomic material."

Rowena got up. " If you won't help me, 1 won't help
I'll see what I can do myself." She walked out.
Rowena went back to the house in North London
where the " students " lived. She was one of the two leaders
of this particular group. The other, a tall fairhaired man,
called her into his room as she arrived.
" We've got to get this stuff," he said, studying a few
lines typed on a sheet of paper.
" Enriched uranium—U238 which has been in an atomic
pile; partly converted to plutonium. They need it for
research. And the trouble is, now that Barentz and Peter
Bristow are in jail we've nobody who's really expert on
this stuff."
" I know enough about it," said Rowena. " I was at
Joachimstal for a time. Look—haven't we got someone in
the Ministry which controls this work ? "
" We've got Billington—but he's nobody. A minor
official. He can't help."
" Yes, he can. He's not so minor that he can't give
certain orders. Tell him to fake a letter, from whoever it
is who ought to sign it, saying they want a sample of this
stuff, to pass to the Americans.
" He must send this letter to Barnthorpe, where they
make the stuff, and he must say that Barnthorpe must check
it by ringing back to Extension Soandso—his own
extension. When they ring, he must say the Ministry will
send a car for it.
"Then he must get a Ministry car and driver—he can
do that, surely—and send him down to Barnthorpe with a
copy of the letter. Then he'll have to skip out, quick."
" And what do we do ? "
" We hold up the car on the way back. This stuff's
dangerous—it has to be carried in lead containers—but we
can collar it, collar the driver, and take the car to the coast
and run it over a cliff somewhere. Some lonely place."
" And the driver ? "
"Send him down to Mike's place in Berkshire. We
don't want a murder, and unnecessary bodies lying about.
We've got to get the stuff away first."
With Biilington's help, and a little luck, the plan
worked well. Two students brought back to the house the
lead container with the precious unranium slug inside it, and
they reported that the car was on its way to a lonely spot
where it would not be found for some time, and the driver
was being escorted to safe captivity at the house in
Berkshire. " Keep him there, out of the way—drug him,
if you like," said Rowena. " And tomorrow we'll get to
work finding a way to get this stuff out of the country."
Obviously, the telltale uranium slug must be concealed.
"I know what they'll do," said Rowena. "They can
detect this thing with what's called a Geiger counter. It
detects the radioactivity. They'll have men with Geiger
counters at all the ports, and the airports. But they can't
search all London with Geiger counters. Now look." She
you.
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opened the Smyth Report. "' Uranium slugs ... are
transferred under water.' If we keep it under water, it will
be all right."
" In the bathtub ? " asked the fairheaded man, with
a sneer.
" No, you fool. Someone get me a spanner. Where
does our central heating plant keep its cistern, or whatever
it is ? In the attic somewhere ? " This was voted a good
idea; and within a few minutes the uranium slug had been
carefully tipped from its container into the water.
" Now, I'll take the lead container, and dump it at
Goole or Heysham or some northern port which will excite
the police and keep them oil our track. You carry on
normally here, and don't do anything until you hear from
me. Someone find me some sort of suitcase or bag or
something which will hold that lead container, and I'll get
going. Just take it easy—all the fuss will die down in two
or three weeks, and we can go ahead."
Three weeks later she called again on Inspector Sims.
She did it more openly this time, walking boldly into Scot
land Yard, not caring if she was followed.
" If you want the driver of that Ministry car, I'll tell
you where he is," she said; and she gave an address in Berk
shire. " Take several men; and tell him he can thank me
for saving his life."

" Very much obliged to you," said Sims politely. " And
the uranium ? "
" It's in that house 1 told you about. I'll give you the
address. But I wouldn't advise you to go inside—not for
long, anyway."
Sims stared at her.
" You did it ? "
She nodded. " T did it. You wouldn't help, so I did
it on my own." She spoke gently, almost as though speak
ing to herself. "The fools—under their noses I put the
stuff in the centralheating tank. People working with that
stuff have thick shields of concrete—they've been living with
it for three weeks, with no shields at all.
" Invisible radiation, from all the water in the central
heating system—all over the house. Killing the blood cells
and the bonemarrow.
" You needn't bother to arrest them, Inspector—they're
walking and breathing, but after three weeks of it they're
already as good as dead."
Her mouth was set in a hard line. She was remember
ing her father.
"And even that is much too good for them," she said.
(World copyright reserved. London Express Service.)

 If I were you I'd go and call the R.S.M. a rude name—he'll give you fifteen days inside and probably a disabled
soldier's pension."
|London Express Service
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7th BATTALION, THE QUEEN'S OWN
R.W.K. REGIMENT
191418 193645

PASTePRESENT
ASSOCIATION
The following letter, written by Mr. A. Tapp to Mr.
L. W. Dawson, has been passed to the Editor for
publication: —
17, Balfour Road,
Rochester,
Kent.
5th February, 1951
Dear Mr. Dawson,
1 thank you most sincerely for the magnificent photo
graph which you have sent me through " Joe." It is indeed
a wonderful photo and I shall always look upon it as
unique and a splendid souvenir.
1 say unique because 1951 is a kind of a jubilee year
for me and the 1st Bn., for it was in 1891 that I went from
Shorncliffe to join the 1st Bn. at Malta and then on to
India. I think I was one of the youngest recruits to go
out with the Bn. because my elder brother claimed me to
serve with him and several of my draft were sent back
home—too young to go abroad. In 1901 I came home
with the Bn. and was stationed at ShornclifFe, then 1951 1
should go down to Shorncliffe to wish the Bn. bon voyage
on going abroad, and had the honour of being presented
to Her Royal Highness as the oldest soldier on parade,
so I think such an occasion is unique.
Again, thanking you most sincerely for the wonderful
photo.
I, like you, have had a bad attack of 'flu and
bronchitis. I am pleased to say that I am on the mend and
getting about again—hope you are the same.
Yours sincerely,
A. Tapp.

6th BATTALION, THE QUEEN'S OWN
R.W.K. REGIMENT

W

LADIES' NIGHT

E are again holding our Ladies' Night in the
Spring. Members attending previous ones will
know how enjoyable they are, and we are look
ing forward to seeing many more members with their wives,
sweethearts and friends. Dress, informal. This year it
takes the form of a social and dance from 7 p.m. to 11.30
p.m., with buffet supper.
Date: Saturday, 21st April, 1951.
Place: " White Hart Hotel," High Street, Bromley.
Price : 5/6 single, 9/6 double.
Applications for 191418 members: C. Sayers, 59,
Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Applications for J93945 members: E. Davies, 15,
Widmore Road, Bromley.
Applications by 10th April.

I

T is proposed to hold a Third Annual Reunion in Lon
don on either March 31st or April 21st, 1951. All
interested are asked to keep these two dates open.
Further details will be forwarded by post at a later date.
In order that full information may be sent to as many
exmembers of the Bn. as possible, anyone who has not
previously attended a Bn. Reunion should communicate
with—
E. Hills,
63, Prince's Road,
Gravesend, Kent,
immediately in order that full details can be sent to them.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

T

HE feature of the Committee Meeting held on the 9th
February was the welcome return, after an illness of
some weeks, of Len Clarke and we all wish him con
tinued good health in the future. Two new members were
warmly welcomed at the General Meeting on the 14th
February, when a whist drive was held to the enjoyment of
all present, especially to the lucky winners, as two members
in each section tied for the top prizes.
It was found necessary to alter the plans for the
first annual celebration of the Branch and after two sound
speeches by Len Clarke and Albert Medhurst, it was
decided to arrange a Supper and Social in the place of the
Dinner and Dance.
The date will be announced later and the function will
take place at the Branch Headquarters at the " Ravens
bourne " Trust House, Catford Bridge, S.E.6, and it is
hoped that all members will be present to celebrate the
Branch's first year of existence.
Any enquiries regarding this and other future arrange
ments should be addressed to me, Hon. Secretary:
S. Knight,
215, Ridge Road,
Sutton, Surrey.
The return darts match with the Catford Wanderers
has been postponed at their request to Friday, 16th March,
1951, at 7.30 p.m.
Good wishes to all Branches.
" Ravensbourne."
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EX "B" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION

O

UR January meeting was notable for two things,
one, the absence of our Secretary, in dock, and the
arrival of our 1,000th visitor.
The former event is now remedied, the absentee is
now back with us more or less full of beans, and the latter
event passed rather uneventfully for such a milestone in
our history.
As has been previously mentioned, since 1945, when
some seven of us foregathered at the " Fellowship Inn "
under the wing of Mr. and Mrs. Snow and formed our
association, counting only official B Coy. members and
leaving out such things as annual dinners and other large
gatherings, we have welcomed amongst us almost 1,000
visitors. There was great interest aroused on this evening
in January, when our Treasurer arrived and informed us
that Number 1,000 was due that evening, with a bit of luck.
The arrivals were studiously numbered, including those
already there and each new bod that came in was informed
of his number and became equally as interested as the
main body.
First arrival was Albert Manvell, followed in quick
succession by Alan Balcombe, Fred Lawrence and Len
Clay, then came Johnnie, "Pat" and Dick Hale. Mr.
Wilks (our noncounting and honorary member from the
1st Bn.) was followed by Number 998, Harry Lake, then
999, "Dusty" Miller. After an incredibly long pause, in
walks No. 1,000—none other than Alex Cameron, and the
strain was over. Besides the honour, our Alex got a free
pint, and we are now looking forward to the arrival of
Number 2,000 who will, judging by our soaring attendances,
be not so long acoming as his predecessor.
When we seven met, way back in 1945—there was Maj.
Young, Len Clarke, Fairbrother, Homard, Fred Keane and
Frank Deakins—only one of whom is with us now—we did
not really think that our association would be going on so
long, and it would have been a proud moment for our
Skipper this January when Number 1,000 came. As it was
our members present took it with the accustomed phleg
matic B Coy. calm, as if it were an everyday occurrence.
Our February meeting was concerned mainly with
arrangements for our forthcoming attractions. We were
very pleased, however, to see again our old Company Com
mander, Maj. J. H. E. Winston, who, after some months
of serious illness is now reasonably fit again. Enough,
anyway, to partake of an orange juice or two—beer being
verboten.
We also met again one of our old transport wallahs—
one Ken Day—who is still serving, though in another
Regiment. He will be out soon, he hopes, and will be a
frequent visitor.
Our next " do " will be the first Saturday in May, when
we shall hold our usual Spring Stag Party. Judging from
last year, when we had 53 present, no doubt we shall do
even better this year.
Following this, on Saturday, May 26th, we have an
event to include the ladies. Our first attempt in the field
of " Dance Socials," we are naturally a little anxious as to
its success. Not from the point of view of numbers—all
our tickets are assured of a ready sale—but can we con
tinue to live up to the standard we have set ourselves—
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B Coy. standard. This, however, is only a little nagging
anxiety, and knowing our members as we do and their
loyalty, and their ability to throw themselves into every
thing and enjoy themselves, we need have no apprehensions.
This event is, as usual, thrown open to other members
of the Regiment who are already well represented, and we
hope more will take advantage of this opportunity of meet
ing some old friends and acquaintances and having a really
good evening.
Details are as follows: —
Social and Dance, Saturday, May 26th, " The
Green Man," Catford, S.E.6; 7 p.m. till midnight; dress,
optional; fully licensed. Tickets 2/6 each, obtainable
from Len Clarke, 62, Summerfield Street, S.E.12.
Applications for tickets must be received by May 9th,
and no tickets will be obtainable at the door.
And that will do for this month. All the usuals.
" Nightingale."

LONDON BRANCH

T

HE monthly meeting was held on the 23rd February,
1951, with Mr. H. Elson in the usual chair. There
were 23 members present and amongst others we
were pleased to have Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E., with us. After
the usual routine business, most of the time was taken up
with suggestions to be brought up at the Annual Meeting
at Maidstone, which yours truly will be attending as the
Branch Representative. Col. Clay, with his vast experience
at the War Office, mentioned the fact that it is only by
interesting the soldier before he finally leaves the service
that the Association can hope to keep in touch with those
still interested in " their regiment."
The Chairman sends to all those on the sick list the
wishes of the Branch for their speedy recovery and was
pleased to hear that Mr. Len Clarke is now out of hospital.
At last we can report that the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Medhurst, who has been so ill since the 7th of
September, is leaving hospital next week and going off to
Bournemouth for a month's convalescence.
Mr. Scott, as usual, arrived late, straight from business,
and having spent 9/ on taxi fare, must have been on a
" fiddle " for he straight away flashed out a brand new note
to be raffled, which was won by Mrs. Keeler. We wonder
if he repented his rash action, seeing he demanded a pint
from the winner. Our new recruit, Mr. Lewis (age 80
years), was again present; so also was Mr. Toms, all the
way from Watford.
At least a dozen of the Branch are attending the 11th
Bn. function at London Bridge next Friday and looking
forward to the usual " chinwags" that go with these
occasions. After the meeting the darts fans got cracking,
taking on any locals wishing to have a go.
We hear that the present landlord of the " Spread
Eagle " is leaving in April, so we wonder how our future
plans will be effected.
In sending greetings to the 1st Bn. and all Branches,
we say we are already looking forward to our Reunion in
June, but will certainly miss "our Regulars" overseas.
The next meeting will take place at the " Spread
Eagle" on Friday, 30th March, 1951.
" One Wave."
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MAIDSTONE BRANCH

Y

ET once again the Branch chronologer has to search
frantically his records to produce a digest of the past
month. The first event happened on 1st February,
when delegates of the Branch attended the Annual General
Meeting of the Maidstone Joint Council of exService
Associations. This body coopts all exservice functions in
Maidstone, where more than one constituent association
decide to have a joint parade or service. It was decided that
all exService Associations of Maidstone would, in future,
hold an Annual Service; this year this will take place in
All Saints' Church, which is well known to the whole of the
Regiment, at a date to be fixed later. Other business
included votes of thanks to all who had given their time to
manage the Council and/or arrange the various functions,
games competitions, tennis and small bore. Two of the
Maidstone Branch were elected to office on the Joint Council
Committee, namely, Mr. Farrington (Hon. Auditor) and
O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman (Hon. Asst. Sec.). We all hope they
will have a successful year of office.
The Branch Monthly Meeting took place on Friday,
16th, when 26 members assembled to arrange Branch affairs.
We were also very pleased to welcome back to our ranks
Mr. E. V. Barney. The Secretary read the copy of the
Branch's good wishes sent to the 1st Bn. on embarking for
Singapore. The first weekend on board H.T. " Devonshire "
was not, according to B.B.C. and newspaper reports, very
comfortable, but we are all pleased to hear there were no
serious casualties and sincerely hope the remainder of the
voyage was pleasant. Other business discussed was the pro
posed new Constitution and Rules of the Past and Present
Association, which was being placed before the Committee
for approval on 3rd March. Mr. Hastie (Committee)
regretted that it was not possible to arrange for our Annual
Dinner on 17th March (St. Patrick's Day) and it was finally
decided that we should now assemble on Saturday, 7th
April. The Secretary was requested to notify other
Branches to this effect should any of their members and
lady friends desire to attend. We are looking forward to
a very pleasant evening. Full details will be given at the
end of these notes.
Tuesday, 20th, found us once again embroiled in a
games evening at the Maidstone exServices' Club in a match
versus the Maidstone Branch, R.A.F. Association. We
managed to win, but having had setbacks in our previous
games we are unable to win this competition this year.
Friday, 23rd, the Branch embussed on a coach at the
Barracks and proceeded to Boughton Monchelsea to fill in
a games and social evening. A goodly number of members
attended and we were made most welcome at the Boughton
Monchelsea Club. Soon after arrival nominations were
made of those to compete —16 darts, about four schools of
crib., billiards, snooker and whist. It was difficult to keep
trace of the actual results of the games as so many were
going on at the same time, however, it was decided in the
end that our hosts had won most matches during the even
ing. As the games ended a pleasant surprise was specially
put on for our entertainment in the form of a comedian,
pianist and harmonica player. This kept us highly amused
for the last hour of what proved to be an excelten! evenfhg
and before leaving, our Hon. Secretary very ably gave a few
words of appreciation on behalf of the Branch for the
excellent way we had been entertained. Before finally

leaving it was provisionally fixed that our Branch would be
giving them a return social, probably on the thircf Friday
of April, following our usual monthly meeting. This should
be good and we hope we shall be able to reverse the results
of the indoor games.
Monday, 26th February, our small bore rifle team
assembled to fire off their match versus the R.A.F. Associa
tion (Maidstone Branch). It was unfortunate that the
R.A.F. Association could not on this occasion raise a team,
but the rules of the competition do not allow for a " walk
over," so our team had to get down and fire off in the
usual manner. To make competition, a small sweep was
run which resulted in some excellent scores being returned.
Mr. F. Barham won the sweep with a total of 82. Mr. J.
Hendrick came very close with a well scored 80, next in
order of merit being our Hon. Secretary with 76 and
Norman Dumbrell 73. We have only one more match to
fire in this competition. This will be versus the Royal
Naval Association and very keen competition is expected
as neither team has lost a match to date. The final out
come will decide the champs, of the Small Bore Competition
for 1950/51. Our last match afforded us some good
practice and we hope this will be our standard for the final
shoot.
It has been suggested that the Branch might run a
sweepstake this season on one of the more important race
meetings. The Committee are investigating this and
futher details will be made known to all who are intereste'd
in due course. There is a possibility also that the Branch
will organize an outing during the summer months.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS—DATES TO NOTE
Monthly

Branch Meeting, Sgts'. Mess, the
7.45 p.m., Friday, 16th March, 1951.

Barracks,

BRANCH ANNUAL DINNER, at the New Inn Hotel,
Maidstone, SATURDAY, 7th APRIL, 1951,
7.30 for 8 p.m. Tickets, 5/6 each, can be obtained
on application to the Hon. Secretary, Maidstone
Branch, The Barracks, Maidstone. Dress, formal;
medals, optional. Applications for tickets should
be made by not later than Saturday, 31st March,
1951.
Monthly

Branch Meeting, Sgts'. Mess, the Barracks,
7.30 p.m., Friday, 20th April, 1951. (This meet
ing will be followed by a Social and Games even
ing versus Boughton Monchelsea Club.)

Smooth chocolate
Delicious sweetmeat
Crisp wafers
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WHERE DOES THAT GLORIOUS BEER COME FROM

T

HE party of explorers had traversed the Continent
and limped wearily into an outpost of civilisation.
The local bigwig came forward to greet them. " So
you're English" was his opening remark, " You must want
some beer."
Even a staunch teetotaller would have responded to the
welcome that inspired the words, for half the world knows
that " Work takes it out of a man—beer puts it back," and
no nostalgic dream of the Old Country would be complete
if hops and malt were not interwoven with the texture of
individual reminiscence.
Of that personal picture, we can give no outline—
friends, relations, incidents, places, must all remain
intimate. Why, then, the intrusion of the constituents of
beer as a common element ? To say, without further
qualification, that this is an interest older than a hundred
generations of ancestors, outdating civilisation itself, is
to provoke criticism, if not incredulity.
We have no wish to present a neolithic man opening
a screwstoppered bottle of Kentish Beer, any more than
we would show the hubs of his oxcart wheels fitted with
taperroller bearings ! Yet a wheel is a wheel and beer is
beer, and each has existed since the remotest times.
Getting

the

Taste

of it

The palate of today would probably be puzzled to
define the nature of an ancient brew, for—by our standards
—there was a wide range of ingredients permissible, includ
ing many forms of grain and flavourings,
though hops,
which, in their symbolism, have replaced Bacchanalian
ivy, are almost a modern introduction.
They first appeared in England in 1524—or, as some
Authorities aver, in 1530—became the subject of an Act of
Parliament shortly afterwards and have suffered from a
certain amount of popular misconception ever since ! The
hop has no influence on the strength of beer at all; its
function is that of flavouring material, preservative and
aromatic. One of its most deserving descriptions is "The
Nosegay of the British Brewery."
Before the hop arrived from Holland, where it had
been known for a thousand years or more previously, beer
or ale (for the terms were virtually interchangeable) had
been prepared with a variety of other herbs, a practice
that has been continued in many parts of the Continent of
Europe. Such unlikelysounding plants as buckben, broom,
hyssop, wormwood and mugwort have, in their time, served
in the office of hops.
To effect such a substitute today would release a
torrent of derision, or, at best, brand the " innovator" as
a crank. " Herbal teas may be excellent medicinally, but
as a beverage, they are only disastrous," people would say.
Yet, in principle, the inclusion of the hop in the brew
ing routine is closely analagous to the making of tea. In
one case the virtues of the plant are extracted by boiling
water being poured on to the dried leaves; in the other,
the petals of the dried hop flowers are infused in a hot
wort which will subsequently ferment. In both cases the
solid residue is strained off and discarded.

Influence

of

Locality

Just as the tea that is grown in China is distinct from
that of India or Ceylon, with a myriad variations of species,
growing conditions and subsequent processes, recognisable
only to the expert, so is the hop a far from definite
quantity in the eyes of the experienced brewer. The hops
that come from Farnham (Surrey) differ from those grown
in the next County, Sussex, while the hops of Kent—
neighbour of both the other Counties— can be classified
into Canterbury, Wealden or Rochester, according to their
place or origin. Soil, climate, altitude—all have their bear
ing upon the essences that are infused into the beer, but
the fact that more than half the English hops are grown
in Kent is sufficient indication of their high standing
among Brewers.
Man

of

Many Parts

Even when these varieties and their judicious admix
ture have been considered, it must not be overlooked that
the process of drying the hops is influenced by the fuel
employed, the intensity and duration of the heat, and the
humidity of the atmosphere at the time. The Brewer has
as many combinations and permutations to determine as
an artist faced by a blank canvas and a full rang; of pig
ments ! The expert Brewer is worthy of the designation
" Artist in Beer."
It is equally obvious that he must, at the same time,
be an accomplished scientist.
Gone are the days when it could be said " Any old
woman can brew." Any old woman can concoct a drink
able liquid, but to maintain a consistent product of high,
competitive standard, from inconsistent materials, demands
not merely a recognition of the variations, but also an
understanding of their causes.
This sounds very like chemistry, but a brewer does
not react very favourably if you call him a chemist. The
word is too often associated with pills and powders, or
with sulphuric acid and mysterious families of chlorides
and nitrates, for ready recognition of the fact that the
words on this paper, the eye that reads them and the
material of the brain in which they are transformed into
meaning are merely combinations of "chemicals." Think,
then, of your brewer as an " Artist in BioChemistry " and
you will not be very wide of the mark—closer still, if
you endow him with a knowledge of botany and
psychology, physics, economics and pathology !
Far older than the " hop infusion" is the basic wort
mentioned a minute or two ago, for this has been known
since the dim twilight of prehistory. " Wort" is a general
term for a liquid that has been artificially prepared—the
word is closely .associated with "worked"—but it is
customarily used today as signifying decoction from grain.
The earliest trace of brewing so far revealed comes
from that fount of antiquities, Babylon. It is a tablet
inscription interpretated to relate to the preparation of a
crude beer for sacrificial purposes, and it dates from 7,000
or 6,000 B.C. Sufficiently ancient for most enquirers will
be the written evidence from the same city that 16 varieties
of beer were extant 4,000 B.C.
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" Ex Africa semper ..."
Mythology credits a man of ancient Egypt, named
Osiris, with having taught his fellows how to cultivate
barley where vines would not grow, and prepare a drink
from it, for which service he was gratefully deified. Other
Authorities named Isis as the great inventor.
Imperial Egypt had at least four types of beer in
common use, and it is on record that Rameses III con
secrated nearly halfamillion jugs of it to his presiding
deities.
From records of Greek writers—Aeschylus and
Sophocles in the 5th century B.C.—it is known that their
barley wine (" zythos ") was drunk both at feasts and as
a regular beverage.
" Baer"

The aborigine of Britain had corn, though it was not
plentiful, and from the barley prepared a drink with the
significant name of " baer."
Archaeologists have analysed the contents of a votive
vessel attributed to the Late Iron Age—the basis of the
mass was revealed as wheat and honey, thus scientifically
confirming the writings of Pytheas who, visiting Britain
in the fourth century B.C., found that " fermented grain
and honey " was in use as a beverage. Other evidence
points to the Druid priests, in whom was vested the whole
store of prehistoric British knowledge, as the brewers for
their communities.
From Caesar's comment on the Ancient Britons, " The
more inward for the most part do not sow corn " it may
be deduced that from time immemorial, the Kentish corner
of England has produced the ancestors of our presentday
beer, nurturing an industry that has grown with the passing
ages.
Just what was the brewing process practised by the
early Britons must be left to conjecture, but a fifth century
record has a recognisable likeness to current procedure;
it says that the grain, after being steeped in water, was
allowed to germinate, then dried and ground, infused in
water and finally fermented. The result was described as
" pleasant, warming, strengthening, and intoxicating."
Barley was the usual raw material, though wheat, oats and
millet were alternatives.
Church Ales

By 820 A.D. the association between Church and
brewing that has been noticeable ever since, had been
reestablished; every good monastery was then described
as possessing its own brewery, and William of Malmesbury,
writing in the reign of Henry II, comments that the
monkish brews were famous for their strength and purity.
Presumably, his position entitled him to enjoy the better
qualities, for it was popularly believed that an inferior
product, if accompanied bv an ecclesiastical blessing, would
have to suffice for men of lowly degree !
It was the monks of the appropriately named Wetmore
who, in the 13th century, first discovered that the mineral
qualities of the water of BurtononTrent—it has a natural
content of sulphate and carbonate of lime—were con
ducive to a very palatable brew, thus laying the founda
tions off an industry that has made this town world
famous. Despite the difficulties of inland transport before
the days of the turnpike, it was found profitable to convey

this beer to London, where, in 1630, it was being sold at
Ye Peacocke, in Gray's Inn Lane.
Imported Ideas

Meanwhile, Saxon, Dane and Norman had scarred
the land with war and conquest and then settled down to
what degree of domesticity the times and conditions
allowed. Patronisingly, they sampled the native drinks,
first with a victor's scorn of the inferior; then, as the
strange palate took on familarity, with greater appreciation,
and finally reestablished their own conceit by introducing
their imported modifications into the brewing. The
climate did not allow for the general growing of vines,
although they were considerably more numerous than they
are today, and, with increasing population, natural water
supplies such as streams and rivers suffered from increasing
pollution. Beer drinking caused no internal disturbance
that moderation would not remedy—unlike the effect of
tainted water of which every draught brought fresh
infliction. So beer was a safe drink, for child, woman or
man, with never a thought for the harmful bacteria killed
in the boiling stages of the process ! Even before fermenta
tion, and the antiseptic properties of the acohol, the draught
was free from infections.
For thousands of years, the process was recognised as
" The Mystery and Art of Brewing." Art—as we have
seen—it still remains, and the elimination of " Mystery "
can, in fact, be said to date only from Pasteur's discoveries
in the last century.
Fermentation was the heart of the " Mystery."
Fermentation was perfectly obvious, both in its pro
cedure and in its effects. It could be stimulated or checked,
but its principles were as unfathomable as the Universe
until bacteriology evolved as a science from microscopic
study.
Solving

the

" Mystery "

Inevitably, it had been swathed in superstition, with
witchcraft as the chief suspect for any defect that was
otherwise unaccountable, and a hundred Old Wives' Tales
aspired to counteract the mischief—" Put the ale into a vat
with Holy water " was a Saxon remedy and " A handful of
salt to keep the witches from it" was Scottish advice as
lately as 1793. The prescription which included " One
quartern of French brandy " was not without its devotees
—if not correction, it at least offered compensation !
The final stage of beermaking, then, is the " fermenta
tion," whereby a chemical rearrangement of atoms con
verts some of the constituent elements of sugar into
alcohol; both substances are nothing more than a couple of
gases and lampblack—oxygen, hydrogen, and carbon.
This change is effected by Yeast, as it has been ever
since the Creation. Wasps were intoxicated by unwise
indulgence in the overripe apples that Eve and Adam
did not eat, just as they are in orchards today.
Yeast, regarded as a mass with a consistency of putty,
as it is known to most people, is difficult to recognise for
what it is, a living plant that reproduces itself by budding.
It is, of course, on a minute scale, and a single unit or
cell of the yeast used by brewers measures about four
tenthousandths of an inch across.
Scores of books are devoted to the habits, nature and
peculiarities of yeast, or, to be slightly more accurate
" Yeasts," for there are both wild and cultivated varieties,
and it is recognition of this fact that has eliminated the
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word " Mystery.' So long as the brewer can control the
relationship of the wort to the yeast, he is on fairly safe
ground; he knows what a cultivated yeast will do when set
to work in his fermenting vats. The action of wild yeasts
is unpredictable, and as they float invisibly in the air, the
utmost precautions have to be applied to ensure their
exclusion from the beerthatistobe.
Not all the constituents of the sugar go to the making
of alcohol; some are released as carbon dioxide or "car
bonic acid gas," the bubbles that distinguish "soda
water" from tap water. Provided the liquid is kept at
a low temperature, a considerable proportion of this gas
remains dissolved, to be released with the familiar tickling
sensation when it encounters the warmth of mouth and
throat.
A Drink at Last
Your beer, after fermentation has proceeded its
allotted span, is now virtually ready for drinking.
It may be run off into bottles, for convenience of
transport, in which case it is generally provided with a
small excess of carbon dioxide, resulting in the keener
effervescence that is characteristic of bottled beer. Alterna
tively, it may leave the brewery in casks, to be served as
draught beer, provided that conditions are appropriate. For
once a cask has been tapped, and beer drawn off, air must
be admitted to break the vacuum, and, with the air, there
arrives a host of undefined bacteria which, attacking the
beer, may destroy its initial qualities; at the same time,
alcohol will combine with the oxygen present to produce
acetic acid, or vinegar, which is never appreciated in a
tankard !
Such are, and have been, the outlines of the brewer's
general strategy in his campaign to achieve a good sound
beer. More deeply technical and scarcely ojf general
interest are the detailed tactics and manoeuvres he adopts
to please the palates of his customers—for they vary almost
from village to village. The Yorkshireman visiting Dorset
finds a strange flavour, as does the Midlander who holidays
in Scotland or the Welshman who travels to Kent.
Peculiarly variable, too, is a man's conviction of the
appropriate shades of colours for mild and bitter beers.
In some areas a dark bitter is customary, yet only a few
miles away its colour would make it an object of suspicion
to the " locals "; their bitter is always a light shade—a
state of affairs that tends to perplex an itinerant and
untutored drinker whose sight is more trusted than his
sense of taste.
But whether it be a question of taste or colour, most
people become quickly acclimatised to a change, some
philosophically speeding the process with chastening
memories of times when they could obtain no beer at all.
The truth is that no bad beer is brewed today. Com
petition is more than keen enough to eliminate the pro
duction of what fails to please, and communications,
whether they be interparish or international, enable a man
to pander to his palate.
It is the last few moments and the last few inches of
its journey—a journey that may have extended over many
weeks and thousands of miles—that decide just how
" glorious " that beer is.
(An article contributed by Fremlins Ltd., Brewers of
Maidstone, Kent, England.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
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Dowse, R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H.
Faulkner, D. O.

(T/Lt.Col.) 214 Group H.Q., R.P.C.,
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/Buffs.
(T/Col.) U.S. Command and Staff
College, U.S.A.
(T/Lt.Col.) A. A, G. Western Comd.
. H.C.G.T.C. (Holdee).
. 1/R.W.K.
. 1/R.W.K.
. Standing President C.M., H.Q., H.C.D.
. Depot, R.W.K.
. 2/K.A.R.. E. Africa.
(T/Lt.Col.) H.Q. Land Forces
Hong Kong.
. 1/R.W.K.
. 1/R.W.K.
. 1/R.W.K.
. Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
. H.C.G.T.C.
. Grn. Adjt. Gibraltar.
. M.A., Paris.
. 1/Para. Regt.
. G.S.O. II Eastern Comd.
. Language Course. Hong Kong.
Middle East—Centre of Arab Studies.
. 1/R.W.K.
. 1/R.F., B.A.O.R.
. 1/Middlesex.
. R.A.F. Staff College.
. Mons. O.C. Sch.

Winstanley, R. G.
Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.
Clarke. C. S.
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Bosworth, P. R.
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R

Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P. .
Stock, P. R. ..
Leigh, P. S. ..
Howlett, G. H. W.

MAJORS
Names
Thrift, K. G.. O.B.E. ..
Allen, R, H. D., M.C.. T.D.

.
.

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M., B.A.O.R.
D.A.D.P.R., B.A.O.R.

.
.
.
.
.

CAPTAINS
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring, H. B. H.
Eason, J. A.
Brock, J. H.
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth, G. U„ M.B.E.
Dover, V., M.C.
Clarke, H. W.
White, R. K.,
Willis, C. P.
Roper, I. H.. M.C.
Monckton, D., M.i
Scull, D. S. ..
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman, E. G.,
Hunting. K. M.
Buike, R. A., M.C.
Henning, P.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell, D. ..
Macmillan, H. A.
Blum, D. E.
Franklin, A. W.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..

Adjt. S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
(T/Maj.) B.M.. 133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
1/Nigeria Rgt.. W.A.
H.C.G.T.C. (Holdee).
(T/Maj.) Staff College.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
H.G.B.T.C.
1/R.W.K.
2/3(K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
1/Sierra Leone Regt.. W.A.
H.Q. SubArea, Nairobi.
4/R.W.K.
12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt., T.A.
Min. of Supply.
Depot R.W.K.
Staff College.
1/R.W.K.
H.C.G.T.C.
H.C.G.T.C.
1/R.W.K.
Grn. Adjt. Nairobi SubArea.
H.Q.. F.A.R.E.L.F.
Eaton Hall. O.C. Sch.
G.S.O. Ill H.C. Dist.
1/Para. Regt.

LIEUTENANTS
.. W. Africa.
.. H.Q. Inf. Bde, F.A.R.E.L.F.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. (T/Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
.. IT/Capt.) A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
. Depot R.W.K. (Holdee).
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
. . 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
2ND LIEUTENANTS
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTERS
. (Major) 4/R.W.K.
Mines, R. C. E., M.B.E. ..
Pond, B. A., M.B.E.
(Major) Depot.
Sivers, A. E., M.M.
. (Capt.) 1/R.W.K.

CAPTAINS
Trumper, J. M. S W.
Thornton, A. S.
Grimshaw, W.
Russell, H. C„ M.C D.C
Holman, L. J.
Cox, A. G. ..
Marsh, H. W.
De Havilland, V.
Miller, D. S.
Bell, T. D. ..
Douris, I. A.
Evans, E. A.
Desmond, M. F.
Galilee, R. J„ M.C
BrooksHarrington, E. W
Alugford,' N. D.
Burbridge, X. C

.
.
.
.
.

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Rgt.
P. & E.E., Pendine
(T/Maj.) 4/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) Army Ops. Research Gp.i

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Huckle, G. S.
Gibbons, A. ..
Carr, A. S. A.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
Deed, E. A.
Jones, F. J.
Mannering, L. A.
Mott, D. H., M.M.
McDowell, P. B.

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Grn. Adm. Unit Celle, B.A.O.R.
H.Q.. S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
S 'Capt. A. Fd. Records.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
Depot R.W.K.
West Africa
S/Capt. War Office Q6.
Adm. Offr. No. 2 Army Basic Trades
Centre.
S/Capt. A.G.3 (a) War Office.
Lancastrian Bde. Trg. Centre.
Depot R.W.K. (Holdee).
H.C.G.T.C. (Holdee).
1/R.W.K.
S Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.,
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.

)

LIEUTENANTS
1/R.W.K.
B.A.O.R. 'R' List.
Wessex G.T.C.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
Depot & Trg. Est. R.M.P.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
(T/Capt.) P.S.S. Lingfield.
4/Malay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
H.C.G.T.C.
H.C.G.T.C.
101 Pro. Coy. R.M.P., B.A.O.R.

Waters, B. C. H.
Andrews, L. G.
Allen, W. D.
Mansfield. A. P.
Abplanalp, V. C.
Ellwood, K. S.
Allberry, R.
Davis, B. A.
Dinsdale. J. W.
Scouller. J. A.
Marshall, E. J.

QUARTERMASTERS
Watts, A. E.. M.B.E., T.D.
.. (Major) H.C.G.T.C.
Blake, A. G„ M.B.E
(Capt,.) H.Q. Hamburg Dist. B.A.O.R.
Cook, E. S
(Capt.) Depot R.W.K.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash,

W., M.B.E., T.D.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Brounlie, C. A. de B.. M.C.
MAJORS
Stocker, J. D„ M.C., T.D.
Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Coath, T. C.

Bird, C. W. L„ T.D.
Coombes, A. H., T.D.
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.

Roper. I. H.. M.C. (Adjt.).
Ford, A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

CAPTAINS
Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood. D. W. J.
LIEUTENANTS
Hall, P. R.
Pennells, H. D. A.

Bobby, J.
CalverJones, J.

Atkins, G. A. H.
Baker, L. B. C. (2/Lieut).

2ND LIEUTENANTS
Duggan. H, R.
Nash, M.

QUARTERMASTER
Mines. R. C. E. (Major), M.B.E.

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
Leys, C. T. (2/Lieut.).

Maclay, J. N. (2/Lieut.).
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~E6itorial

T

HE Colonel of the Regiment. MajorGeneral W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., has received a telegram from
the 1st Bn., informing him that they had moved into
an operational area in Malaya and within 24 hours two
bandits were killed and some arms and ammunition
recovered.
$

*

*

*

*

Notification has been received that the address of the
1st Bn. is now:
Erskine Camp,
Kuala Kubu Bahru,
Malaya.
*

*

*

We apologise for the error in the location of the
Regimental Golf Meeting which appeared last month. It is
being held at Littlestone on 28th and 29th April, and NOT
in Maidstone as stated.
*

*

*

2/Lt. J. P. Langhorne and 60 Other Ranks embarked
on the 6th April for the 1st Battalion.
*

*

Owing to lack of space, we have been unable to print
a list of the subscribers who pay their subscriptions for
" The Queen's Own Gazette " by Banker's Order, a type
written supplement is, however, enclosed in the copies of
those interested, in lieu.
Subscriptions paid in cash will continue to be published
as and when space permits.
*

*

WEST KENT SCHOOL. CANADA
A most interesting letter has been received from the
Principal of the West Kent School, Charlottetown, Canada,
in which he informs us that the school was first established
in 1880 and the Cadet Corps organized in 1906. The
tradition of the School and Corps has been built up on a
crest based on the White Horse emblem.
They have, on two occasions, won the Earl Grey
Trophy, which is competed for by all the Cadet Corps of
Canada.
The Principal goes on to ask for a precis of the origins
of the Regiment so as to establish a friendly relationship
between this bit of the Empire and the Motherland, as he
puts it.
The Colonel of the Regiment has replied warmly
welcoming the association between the School and the
Regiment.

*

*

A final list of the Regimental Cricket fixtures
appears on page 83.
*

*

MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver. C.B., O.B.E., has recently
moved into the official residence of the Chief of Staff,
Eastern Command. His address will now be:
Little Heath Lodge,
Fairmile Avenue,
Cobham, Surrey. ('Phone: Cobham 3329.)
*
*
*
The following appointments have been approved and
will become effective in the near future:
Lt.Col. C. A. de B. Brounlie, M.C., to relieve Lt.Col.
J. M. D. BoothTucker, 214 Group H.Q., R.P.C.,
Maj. L. F. W. Jackson to assume command of 4th
Bn., vice Lt.Col. C. A. de B. Brounlie.
Maj. and Qr. Mr. R. C. E. Mines, M.B.E., appointed
Quartermaster of
Airborne
Forces Depot.
Aldershot.
Capt. and Qr. Mr. A. G. Blake, M.B.E., appointed
Quartermaster of 4th Bn., vice Maj. R. C. E.
Mines, M.B.E.
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*

for 1951

*

R EGIMENTAL D IARIES, 1952. — If you want a Diary for
1952 and have not already ordered one, please complete the

form which was enclosed in last month's copy of " The
Q.O.G."

>

Social and Personal

W

E are sorry to hear that Maj. J. D. Burrows,
M.B.E., Captain of Invalids at the Royal Hospital,
Chelsea (Leatherhead Detachment), is a patient in
Millbank Hospital. We feel sure that he would appreciate
a visit from any of his old friends in the Regiment. We
extend our sympathy to him and wish him a speedy
recovery.
*

*

*

Brigadier Ingham informs us that he is returning to the
Colours and will shortly be taking up a full Colonel's
appointment in the General Stall' Branch of Headquarters.
Eastern Command.
*

*

*

Maj. W. C. D. Crumplin, writing from BETFOR, says
that the weather has been atrocious and nothing to be
envied. His family arrived about a month ago. but their
dreams of a sunny Adriatic have not been realised.
The only other '* Queen's Own " officer there is Evans,
who is in Field Records Office, but Joe Hartland, from
whom he took over, served throughout the Italian Cam
paign with the Regiment.
*

*

*

Capt. Hunting informed us that he was flying on the
29th March, with Capts. Dover. Upton and Wilson, to join
the Bn.. having been originally informed that they were
going by sea.
*

*

*

Capt. R. E. C. Cocksedge tells us that w.e.f. 25th
January, 1951, he has been commissioned into the R.A.
(T.A.) as a Captain—in fact, in the old 20th London.
*

* 

*

Lt.Col. C. E. P. Craven, O.B.E., who is quartered
temporarily at the Depot, is Assistant Civil Defence Officer
for Kent. He has just returned from a course of instruc
tion, which he passed with Hying colours.
*

*

*

The following Officers visited Regimental Headquarters
during the past month: —
Maj. H. B. H. Waring;
Maj. R. Love:
Maj. L. F. W. Jackson:
Maj. J. T. Leigh;
Maj. R. Butler, M.B.E., M.C.:
Maj. R. C. E. Mines. O.B.E.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Bath Club,
London, W.I.
26th February, 1951.
Dear Mr. Editor.
1 am sending you these two photographs taken in
Cologne, which will. I think, be of interest in connection
with the excellent article entitled " 30 Years After " which
appeared in " The Q.O.G." last October.
Rheil Barracks were badly knocked about, special
attention, it seems, being paid to what was the Officers'
Mess of the 2nd Bn. in 1920. The Barracks are no longer
used as such, and the various buildings are still in a
dilapidated condition.
I visited Cologne for the first time after the second
war. in October, 1948. I had with me Lt.Col. Murphy, of
the Irish Guards, who had marched over the Hohenzollcrn
Bridge into Cologne in 1918. We were both astounded
when we reached the famous Dom Square. It seemed
impossible to find our bearings. Hardly any people were
to be seen save one or two, who, T well remember, looked
very hungry.

The Officers' Mess, Rhiel Barracks, Cologne, taken
from outside the Guardroom.
Treading about the rubble, I spotted on a broken arch
way a few pieces of oncegold lettering, and so placed the
Excelsior Hotel, which was Rhine Army Headquarters
during the first occupation.
We could not locate the Hohe Strasse, which, I should
explain, was mainly due to the fact that between the wars
some new buildings have been erected in the southwest
corner of the square. Nevertheless, this wellknown street
had almost ceased to be. 1 caught sight of a very tired
looking street sign nailed to a stone pillar, which read,
" Hohe Str." I think 1 remember it being there before.
There was also a policeman standing just where they always
used to stand in days gone by and salute us as we walked
gaily past en route from " Charlie's Bar " for the " Sixth
Corps' Club," which, by the way, is completely destroyed.
The policeman saluted, just as his comrades had done
years before. I said to him, " Is this the Hohe Strasse ? "
In a voice entirely devoid of expression, he said, "This
was the Hohe Strasse."
I fell inclined to slip the roadsign into the back of my
car, but the policeman was watching with a weary and
brownedoff look, so I left my souvenir.
My friend and 1 set oil' for home, first circling the
Cathedral which was surrounded by wire fencing and large
notices warning people not to approach too near to the
building as they might cause masonry to fall down upon
them from a great height.

The Dom view from the Hohe Strasse

I am glad to say that today Cologne is now much
repaired and is once more a bright and busy city, in spite
of the ruins that remain.
The main railway station is now full of trains, but of
course, there is not a pane of glass left in the enormous
roof. The Hohenzollern Bridge is rebuilt and the well
known equestrian statue of the Emperor, William II, still
stands looking towards the west.
Yours sincerely.
S. F. .Saville.

S3
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33, Frankswood Avenue,
Petts Wood. Kent.
28th March, 1951.
Dear Sir,
There will be many members of the 4/R.W.K. who
saw service in Burma during the past war who would be
interested to hear something of their former very popular
Padre, Roy Randolph.
Since the war he has been holding various appoint
ments abroad, but a short while ago he returned to
England for a few days.
He got in touch with me only 24 hours before he was
due to sail again, but was most enthusiastic at my sugges
tion that he should see as many of his old 4th Battalion
friends as could be " got on parade " the following evening.
In the event, and despite that short notice, the follow
ing foregathered at an informal dinner in his honour at the
Bickley Arms Hotel: John Winstariley, Bobbie Shaw,
Tommy Kenyon, Bryn Williams, John Steddy, Dodo Watts,
Tom Coath, Douglas Short, George Depotex and myself.
The Padre told me afterwards how very much he had
enjoyed renewing those old friendships and he hopes to
see them all again together, with any others who may be
interested, when he returns to England in July prior to
taking up an appointment in South Africa, which may pre
vent him returning to this country for some years to come.
Yours faithfully,
Charles Duncan.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTH
HENNING.—On April 3rd, 1951, at Folkestone, to Sheila
(ucc Gosmore), wife of Capt. Peter Henning, The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, a daughter
—Susan.
MARRIAGE
HOLM AN—BAIRD.—On March 17th, 1951, privately, in
London, Lt.Col. Leonard J. Holman, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, 9. Ryden's Way, Old
Woking, to Margaret, daughter of LieutComdr. and
Mrs. N. Baird, Lattice Cottage, Oxshott, Surrey.
DEATHS
JOHNSON.—At Military Hospital, Millbank, London, on
20th March, 1951, Maj. D. L. Johnson, late R.W.K.
ELDR1DGE.—At Larkfield on 5th April, 1951, Mr. F. A.
Eldridge, late R.W.K. Deceased was buried at New
Hythe Church on 9th April, 1951.
We extend our deepest sympathy to the relatives of the
deceased.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G.,"
The Barracks,
Maidstone. Kent.

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM

LONDON

GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY

Col. (Temp. Brig.) E. W. D. Western, D.S.O. (14804),
late Inf., to be Brig., 29th April. 1950.
Maj. G. B. Courtney, M.B.E.. M.C. (58298), retires
receiving a gratuity, 31st March, 1951, and is
granted the lion, rank of Lt.Col.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION

2nd Lt. W. D. Allen (382943) to be Lt.. 9th March,
1951.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST

22354738. Cadet Henry Albert Lionel Ferguson
(414179), to be 2nd Lt., 16th December, 1950.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

Capt. R. J. Galilee, M.C. (308526), from Active List, to
be Capt., 28th March. 1951, retaining his present
seniority.
Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) V. A. J. Hart (284575), from
Em erg. Commn., to be Capt., 14th March, 1951,
and is granted the hon. rank of Maj.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

Lt. Leslie Maynard (288314). from Emerg. Commn..
to be Capt.,.28th October, 1950.
2nd Lt. L. B. C. Baker (403309), from T.A. Nat. Ser.
List, to be 2nd I.t., 25th October. 1950, retaining
his present seniority.
NATIONAL SERVICE LISI

2nd Lt. Leslie Benjamin Charles Baker (403309), from
Reg. Army Nat. Ser. List, to be 2nd Lt., 7th July.
1950, with seniority, 16th July, 1949.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

Capt. (Actg. Maj.) J. K. Warner, M.C., T.D. (69817),
from Active List to be Capt., 23rd October, 1950,
retaining his present seniority, and it granted the
hon. rank of Lt.Col.
TERRITORIAL EFFICIENCY DECORATION

The KING has been graciously pleased to confer the
award of three clasps to the Territorial Efficiency
Decoration of:
Lt.Col. E. T. L. Baker, O.B.E., T.D. (7521) Retd.
CADET FORCE

The KING has been graciously pleased to confer the
award of the Cadet Forces Medal upon the
following serving officer of the Cadet Force:
A/Lt.Col. F. H. Protherough (286115).

4
REGIMENTAL CRICKET—FINAL LIST
I. Sat., May 19th, v. The Mote; Away—11.30. Maidstone.
2 Wed.. June 27th. v. Queen's; Away—11.30, Guildford.
3. Fri., June 29th, v. Buffs; Away—11.30 Canterbury.
4. Fri., July 6th. v. Buffs; Home—11.30 Maidstone.
5. Sat., July 7th. v. B.B.: Home—11.30 Maidstone.
6. Sun., July 8th, v. The Mote; Home—11.30 Maidstone.
7. Thurs., August 16th. v. Old Suttonians; Away, 11.30,
Sutton Valence.
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The 50th Regiment in New Zealand

W

IV
SECOND ARRIVAL—1863

ANDERING round a book auction sale in
Wellington a short time ago, 1 was lucky enough
to find and buy a book entitled " Experiences
of a British Veteran Soldier," by " Thomas McKiernan.
Colour Sergeant, late 50th (Queen's Own) Regiment."
McKiernan enlisted at Dublin on the 28th February, 1853,
into what he calls " the ever memorable Bull's," but when
volunteers for the Crimean War were required to make the
50th up to strength he transferred to that Regiment the
following year. Alter fighting
at Alma, lnkerman and
Sevastopol, he accompanied the Regiment back to Ireland,
then to Ceylon in 1857. where he was promoted to Colour
Sergeant in 1863, just before the Regiment left for New
Zealand.
ColourSergeant McKiernan's eye witness account of
the Regiment's activities is full of interest, though couched
in somewhat flowery language. This is what he has to say
about the passage in the troopship to New Zealand:
" I must now bid all my friends in Ceylon a long fare
well. I now take my place on board the troopship
' Himalaya,' bound to another climate, as different as light
is from darkness, across the ' Line,' to the extreme south
of the deep, expansive Indian Ocean, journeying on to
take part in the war in New Zealand. Wc had a very good
passage out there, but were compelled to call at Melbourne,
in Australia, for coal, as wc had not sufficient for our use
until we might reach Auckland, the chief Port of New
Zealand. Wc remained a week before we could be supplied.
" During our stay, thousands of visitors came from
the city to see our vessel. This must have been a grand
sight for them to see, or so many would not have presented

, ColourSergeant Thomas McKiernan.

us with their presence, to inspect and get a glance over our
splendidly rigged troopship,' Himalaya," which stood boldly
erect, and proudly glided over and through the ocean
wave. Those who desired were permitted to inspect the
interior, and not a few availed themselves of the oppor
tunity, so much interest did they seem to evince in our
calling at their port.
" I cannot say much about the place, as I was not
allowed to go ashore, but the part or vicinity which was
visible, called Sandhurst, appeared to be a beautiful place.
The buildings seemed lofty and grand, well built and
businesslike. The streets seemed wide though somewhat
irregular, and everywhere seemed busy and full of life.
Perhaps this was the more visible, as so many came in
that direction, not so much to be seen as to sec and behold
our presence in the harbour.
" After we had shipped our cargo of coal, all being
ready, our pioneer once more headed onwards, and soon
we were ploughing the waves of the mighty ocean, wending
our way to the capital of New Zealand. At that time it
was the seat ol' the Government in the island. We had.
a run of five days, and then we arrived at Auckland,
November 15th. The regiment disembarked, and we
remained a few days only, and after getting our proper
and necessary equipments, accoutrements, clothing, etc..
suitable for field service, we were moved from Auckland,
about eight miles, to a standing camp, called Otahuhu, and
that too for only a short time. Then we proceeded twenty
miles up country to a place called Drury, where we stayed
until December 24th."
McKiernan served with the Regiment until 1871, when,
owing to the death of his wife, he was forced to transfer
to the Militia in order to be able to look after his young
children more easily. He served first with the 1st Devon
Militia, then became warder in the Portland Convict Service,
then he took a post in the Customs at Cardiff and finally
rejoined the Army as a Drill Instructor in the 1st
Glamorgan Rifle Volunteer Corps (later to become 2nd
Bn.. The Welsh Regiment). He eventually retired in 1888.
Fyler's history confirms that, after landing at Auck
land on the 15th November, 1863. the 50th were employed
in garrison duties on the L. of C. from Auckland to the
South. This route, part of which is now known as the
Old Razorback Road, has been gradually developed into
or replaced by the existing northsouth main road. Along
parts of this road one can still see some of the original
wooden mile posts put up by the soldiers as they opened
up the road in 1860.
Driving southward along this road from Auckland,
one passes through the township of Drurv, where the Flcad
quarters and three companies of the Regiment had been
stationed, then on past Martyn's Redoubt, which I take to
be the same as Fyler's ' Martin's Farm (one company),"
until one switches off the new road over the hills on to
the Old Razorback Road. One company was stationed at
Razorback. 1 could not trace " Shepherd's Bush (one com
pany)," or " Williamson's Clearing (one company)," and
did not have time to have a look at the site of " Queen's
Redoubt (two companies)," near the little town of Pokeno.
There are still signs of trenches there. From the top of the
Razorback one gets a wonderful view over the River
Waikato to the south and westwards across to the sea! It is
not surprising that a Redoubt was built on such a com
manding position on the main L. of C.
D.E.B.T.
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STRANGE TO RELATE
(MR. F\ W. FORD'S own story of his rescue.)

M

Y experiences with the 1st Q.O.R.W.K.s began in
January, 1918, although I did not realise it at the
time.

I was sent home from Belgium, with pleurisy, from
the 7th Bn., after seven months on the Somme and, when
a small mixed draft was needed, I left Fort Horsted with
it We slid down the icy roads to Chatham Station, and
as we were comparatively old hands, found the warmest
parts on the boat at Southampton. A draft of young
Devons was up for'ard when we anchored to wait for the
destroyer escort in the Solent, and I have a vivid impression
of their " wind up," which was easily understood, when the
rusty chain roared through the hawse holes.
The camp at Harfleur was just as cold, wet and
uncomfortable, as usual, but luckily we did not stay long.
We formed a long column and marched out at its tail,
only to be stopped at the gate and told that we were to
escort some Divisional prisoners back to Italy. Although
we expressed our feelings in some well chosen words, this
added nuisance became a definite advantage, for when we
entrained we found we were allotted a guard's van, while
the rest of the draft were cramped in carriages. Somehow,
a bath found its way into the van and, as I spoke French,
we were able to get coal from the driver and also, as the
guard was with us, we were the only ones on the train who
knew when it was going to stop; a great advantage in
many ways. The journey took nearly a fortnight, and as
we went by the Cote d' Azur and the Riviera, we
thoroughly enjoyed it. 1 remember particularly the guard
telling me that in five minutes we should stop at Ventimiglia,
where there was a large canteen.
Long before the train had stopped 1 had jumped out
and raced up the platform to gasp out an order for food
cigarettes, etc., in the canteen, for the whole van. I had
just grabbed them and was sorting the money, when the
door burst open and. it seemed, everyone in the train
rushed in and 1 was shot out of the exit. Luckily I still
had the goods.
When we detrained, with full pack, blankets and
rations, we had the hardest march I've ever had, and men
were coming in for days. After some time at Divisional
Base we joined the 1st and I took my turn in the line.
lt was a most peculiar situation to us, who had come
front France, for the actual front line was on the top of
a huge river bank, with the dugouts and trench in the
rear base. The Piave was nearly a mile wide, and when
the temperature was up in the mountains, the river ran at
knots. When it was cold the river dropped and we could
wade from island to gravelly island on patrol.
One sunny morning in February, two of us were on
duty, and when relieved, slid down the bank into our dug
out. My friend went to the back to sleep, while 1 sat in
the doorway, reading. Suddenly heavy shelling began and
the next thing I knew was shouting for help and spitting
dirt and stones out of my mouth. After what seemed an
age, someone stood over me, cleared my face and put his

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE

AFRAID

OF

ELEPHANTS P
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

arms under my armpits; 1 put my arms round his neck
and I came out, with the loss of'both legs, like ;i cork..
Although I was in agony, 1 did not know what had
happened, as I was passed quickly from our own M.O. to
C.C.S. As may be expected, my next impressions are very
hazy, but T remember weeks at Cremona while still more
of my legs were removed.
At last the time came for me to be put on the train
for home, and I followed the same route as when 1 went
out. There was a pleasant interlude at the Hotel Angst at
Bordighera and another at Marseilles, where an American
doctor drained an abcess just in time to get me on the
next train for Rouen.
A long stay at Barts. in London, then Roehampton.
and after a spell to learn to walk outside, two 'years at
College in Chelsea and I was a teacher at Sandwich.
Of course, 1 tried to trace my rescuer, but I didn't
know him and finally gave up hope. Then last year, thanks
to Chisel Skardon, who was a stranger to me, " Invicta,"
the British Legion Journal, and the Press, I got into touch
with Jack Readings, who was " Mentioned " for saving me.
He visited me and told how he came out of his dugout
in the shelling and found me with only my nose showing.
J had been blown through the roof and both legs were
gone. When they got to my friend, he was dead.
Thus, after 32 years, I have, at last, found the man
who saved me, and I am happy to say that through the
generosity of your Editor, both Jack and I are the proud
possessors of a copy of " Invicta," wherein he is
" Mentioned " and I, merely " dug out."
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THE EPIC OF KOHIMA
5th20th APRIL, 1944

S

EVEN years ago this week saw the beginning of one of
the epic fights of the Second World War. the Siege or
Kohima. A battle which has never caught the public
eye, but which was one of the decisive battles of the war.

In peacetime this small town about 5,000 feet above
sea level was a hill station for Assam. In 1944 it assumed
quite a different importance. It was a nodal point in a
mountainous and trackless country, where four main
routes met, the most important being the road from
Imphal to Dimapur—the road towards India.
The Japanese at this time were pushing on towards
India and had been ordered to capture this centre as part
of their general plan for the invasion of Assam. In spite
of great difficulties, the whole of the Japanese 31st Division
was in the area, when on 5th April, 1944, the 4th Bn., The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment started, early in
the morning, to move to Kohima.
lt was a disheartening move. All along the road came
bunches of deserters and stragglers from Indian L. of C.
Units, some without weapons, and all anxious to get as
far away from the Japanese as possible. From what could
be made out of their incoherent talk, the situation was
hopeless. The small garrison which was there, what was
left of it, was disorganized and of low morale.
The Commanding Officer of the 4th Bn., Lt.Col.
Lavertv, decided to get on to the village as quickly as he
could before the inevitable collapse came.
After a day which seemed endless, with vehicles being
shelled and burning; with fatigue parties carrying stores up
the hill under fire; with reorganizing the remnants of the
Garrision; with these and many other difficulties, the Bn.,
together with a company of the Rajput Regiment and men
of a Mountain Battery, got themselves established on the
high ground around the town and set to to make it
defensible. The position which they had, of necessity, to
occupy was overlooked from hills all round. There were,
however, plenty of supplies as the town was a base with
large stocks of food and ammunition. Water was a
problem and very shortly after the siege began the scale was
reduced to half a waterbottle per man per day. It was
difficult to realise that some 3,000 men were crowded into
an area which was 1,100 yards by 700 yards by 950 yards
and which was about a quarter of that size later, at the end
of the siege. For most of the time British and Japanese
positions were very close. Near one bungalow, for example,
defended posts were on the opposite sides of a tennis court,
which became a place across which grenades were lobbed
from side to side. For the next 16 days the Bn. endured
Ihe continuous attacks of the 31st Japanese Division. Our
men had little or no rest by day since they were shot up
by fire from the surrounding hills. By night it was bitterly
cold and each night brought fresh troops against them.
To quote their official historians: —
Even food provided them with no enjoyment or
hope of such, for it was never hot and its collection
from the cookhouse a hazardous business . . . but
food was not an important part of life to many men.

Clean weapons which would fire when required, water
to relieve dustdried throats, a plentiful supply of
ammunition, and sleep were the things that were most
needed. Nearly all of the men must have lived largely
on nervous energy, for when they came out all were
gaunt, bearded and hollow eyed.
On 20th April the Bn. was relieved and the siege was
over. The Japanese had employed practically the whole of
31st Division in fierce attacks against the Garrison. The
fighting was bloody and bitter. After one attack over
250 dead Japanese were seen in front of one company
alone. It was a momumental struggle and cost the 4th
Bn. 214 officers and men casualties, out of a total of about
500 all ranks.
In a battle of this sort every man deserves mention.
The whole unit fought as one. The Bn. gained one V.C..
one D.S.O., three M.C.s, one O.B.E.. three D.C.M.s and
six M.M.s.
Nevertheless two figures stand out. The Commanding
Officer, whose leadership and courage were of the highest
order, and LanceCorporal John Harman, whose heroic
actions and supreme devotion to duty earned him the
posthumous award of the Victoria Cross. During the night
of 7th April the Japanese had set up a machinegun post
which menaced the whole of his company area. Lance
Corporal Harman was a Section Commander. To quote
the citation:
Without hesitation he went forward by himself
and, using a foursecond grenade, which he held on
to for at least two seconds after releasing the lever to
get immediate effect, threw it into the post and
followed up immediately. He annihilated the post and
returned to his Section with the machinegun.
A day later:
Early the following morning he recovered a
position on a forward slope one hundredandfifty
yards from the enemy in order to strengthen a Platoon
which had been heavily attacked during the night.
On occupying his position, he discovered a party of
enemy digging in under cover of medium machinegun
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lire and snipers. Ordering his Bren gun to give him
covering fire, he fixed his bayonet and alone charged
the post, shooting four, bayoneting one, thereby
wiping out the post. When walking back Lance
Corporal Harman received a burst of machinegun
fire in his side and died shortly after reaching out
lines. LanceCorporal Harman, whose heroic action
and supreme devotion to duty were a wonderful
inspiration to all, was largely responsible for the
decisive way in which all attacks were driven off by
his company.
What the official citation did not recall were his last
words, which typify the indomitable spirit of the British
soldier throughout history. As he lay by his Section he
said: " 1 got the lot: it was worth it." Five minutes
later he died.
The Burma Campaign is past history, but it does us
good on occasion to remember the victories of the past.
The official outline of the Burma campaign describing the
action says:
The British Regiment of this Brigade, 4th Royal
West Kent Regiment, managed to break through the
enemy lines to reinforce the Garrison. They saved
the day and probably India.
These men of Kent and Kentish "men worthily lived up
to the motto of their Regiment and their County—
INVICTA."
" N.O.L.
(" From Kent to Kohima," by Majs. StanleyClarke and
Tillott. Published, 195F, by Gale and Poldeh.)
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OFFICERS' PENSION SOCIETY
Dear Sir,

" Brownfield,"
Dagmar Road,
Exmouth.

At the Society's recent annual general meeting it was
decided to reduce the rates of annual subscription by 50
per cent, and to introduce a life membership subscription.
The rates of subscription to the Society are now therefore:
Annual Subscriptions: For retired Officers or wives
or relatives of serving Officers, 10/; for Officers'
widows or relatives of deceased Officers, 5/.
Subscription for life membership of the Society : For
retired Officers or wives or relatives of serving
Officers, £5; for Officers' widows or relatives of
deceased Officers, £2/10/0.
1 am to add that while this policy has only been
rendered possible by the considerable increase in the
Society's membership during the past year, it has also been
adopted in the hope that it will lead to an even greater
increase of strength in the near future. Given the support
of even 40 per cent, of the retired Officers of the three
Services or their dependants, the Council are confident that
the Society can obtain official recognition as a " negotiating
body " when it will be in a strong position from which to
press its claim for an equitable revision of the entire
structure of the Services' retired pay and pensions, with
particular attention to the claims of Officers' widows.
Yours faithfully,
E. A. K. CROSSFIELDS.
A ppeals Secretary.
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CCORDING to our last

issue we are still at sea,
approaching Port Said,
where we eventually arrived
a.m. on the 14th February.
Pte. Brewis, of H.Q. Coy.,
unfortunately, came under
suspicion with chickenpox
which caused the Egyptian
medical authorities to quaran
tine the ship; result: no shore
leave and the whole ship,
including visitors and men.
were revaccinated in case
the chickenpox was smallpox.
And so at 1 p.m., with the
Regimental Band playing the
appropriate tune of " Colonel
Bogey," we said farewell to
Port Said.
Steaming through the
Suez Canal we were passed
with suitable comment between " matelots " and " pongos "
by H.M.S. Jamaica en route to U.K. from Korean waters.
Whilst mentioning naval matters, it would perhaps be as
well to mention just one of the rumours which we hear
spread even at home: "The 'Devonshire' was going to
Korea" ! Quite right too, but H.M.S.—not H.T.
Leaving the canal, we settled down to ship's routine
again and practised for the boxing and tugofwar
tournaments. Congratulations to the Band and Drums for
reaching the final of the tugofwar against the Gordon
Highlanders.
Aden came and went in a few hours. The only excite
ment being the arrival of the R.A.F. Band. Flowever, our
adventures at sea were not yet finished.
That evening the
cry of " Man overboard." was heard, nobody seemed to
care and it was twenty minutes before the bridge was
informed. Events then moved with speed—hands to boat
stations and passengers to mess decks and cabins for roll
call. The ship turned and, in company with others who
were called in to search, the calm, moonlit sea was swept
for what turned out to be a false alarm.
Colombo and, at last, shore leave. Our money changed,
and with jungie green pressed after many hours of effort
to scrounge the mess deck irons, we went ashore in a land
ing craft. Of course, it was Sunday evening, so most of
the shops were shut, but enough was found to give an

Battalions :
opportunity of tasting the food and drink of the East and
to send some food parcels home.
Early next morning westeamed out of Colombo with
only a few days to go to reach Singapore. The boxing
took place during this last part of our journey, when, with
two exceptions, " The Queen's Own " won all events. On
the 3rd March, 1951, we disembarked at Singapore, played
ashore by the Band of the Cameronians with such tunes
as " The entry of the Gladiators" and " A hunting we
will go."
The Bn. having disembarked, we got into lorries and
drove through Singapore to our camp at Nee Soon. The
City of Singapore looked very attractive with its wide
streets, large white painted buildings, attractive shops,
hundreds of expensivelooking cars, trishaws, palm trees and
a teeming population of white brown and yellow people.
The Camp was not so good, but everyone was glad ro
settle down after the journey, and even crowded tents weie
better than crowded mess decks.
The first few days were spent in drawing new jungle
kit and handing in battle dress and other items of kit not
required in Malaya.
Then, our Advance Party, who had been to the Jungle
Training Centre, took over and everyone got busy learning
to become bandit killers.
At the moment a further Advance Party has gone to
take over from the Scots Guards ready for the main
body to arrive at the end of the month.
Next month it is hoped we shall have settled down
sufficiently for Coys, to give you their own news.
VALETE
The following message was received from H.R.FT. The
Duchess of Kent, Colone!inChief:
" 1 send you and all ranks of the 1st Battalion of
my Regiment my heartiest good wishes on your
departure today."
" Marina, CoIonelinChief."
We wish to acknowledge also the good wishes and
messages received from the following: —
Chairman, Past and Present Association;
Chatham Branch, Past and Present Association;
General Scarlett. The Buffs:
Col. A. Merlott Chitty:
Lt.Col. A. A. Eason;
Tonbridge School, C.C.F.;
Men of Kent and Kentish Men.
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URING this month of February
some exudation of heated gases has
created an illusion of unchallenged
prowess amongst the rifle companies.
Therefore it is felt that H.Q. Coy. may be
forgiven for pointing, with modest pride,
to its results for the 22 Shoot, which are
as follows: —

H.P.S.: 55.
O.R.Q.M.S. Breaden
L/Cpl. Bailey
Sgt. Locke
Sgt. Cheeseman
Pte. Constable
Maj. K. C. Meyrick
Pte. Dolphin
Cpl. Smith

SCORE.

:

Total (H.P.S.: 440)

55
54
52
50
45
43
43
36
378

This able marksmanship has also manifested itself
in the Coy. darts team which, as a result of considerable
practice at home and away (away being " The Star and
Garter"), feels confident enough to issue a challenge to
the Bn. Sgt. Corke in the triple role of herald, master of
the lists and champion, invites all Coys, and Bn. H.Q. to
pick up the challenge.
During the past few months, the three main H.Q.
Cadres—Intelligence, M.T. and Signals have been working
separately with occasional joint training periods; on the 20th
February, one of these temporary amalgamations was the
occasion for the showing by C.S.M. Woolley, of some
excellent map reading films.
The M.T. Section seemed
glad of the chance of dealing with compassbearings instead
of ballbearings, albeit some of the more involved pro
cedures left them (and others) looking rather dazed.
The Coy.'s Specialist Ollicers are hoping to persuade
their N.S.M. to follow the example set by Intelligence
Section—Ptes. Constable and West—in attending regular,
weekly, training periods in preparation for Camp. A warm
welcome is waiting both in the classroom and in the club,
which, incidentally is producing a very satisfactory income.
Doubtful debts are few ("though not absent), due in the
main to the efficient secretaryship of O.C. Coy and the kind
and able stewardship of Mr. Duke.
It is hoped next month to report on the more ludicrous
antics of the M.T. Motorcyclists amongst whom several
important persons have distinguished places.
" Clubman."

" A " COMPANY
Once again the C.S.M. is chasing me for the news of
the Coy.; one finds it difficult to create interesting literature
when nothing exciting happens, although perhaps some of
us found the film and lecture by the Army Flealth Team
very interesting indeed. The three films—one introduced
by "The Radio Doctor," and other by Andre Morell, of
television and film fame—were quite a change from the
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usual routine films.
The last film we saw sent some of
us home not looking forward to our suppers at ail.
The Sunday morning lectures by Maj. Bird prove to
be very interesting, although one cannot help thinking that
the young married men in the Coy. just hate getting up so
early on Sunday morning.
Pte. Lampard has gone on a week's course; we hope
he enjoys himself and comes back full of new ideas. While
we are on courses, we note that Camp is not too far away
and a few of us are looking forward to renewing acquaint
ances at Folkestone; it will be a change to the wide open
spaces of Norfolk.
Wc are again holding our T.A. dance at the Star Ball
room this year, and wc hope to see a full turnout with
nicely pressed uniforms and not too many " jitterbugs."
Our Canteen is running very smoothly now; com
bined operations with the W.R.A.C.s seem to work out very
well, whether it be on the dart board or at table tennis.
We are indebted to Capt. Robbins for getting things to
tick over so well; it must be his " atomic " persuasive power
that gets the best out of all concerned.
I think most of us are glad that we volunteered for
the "Terriers" now that all our friends are getting their
"Z" papers; and talking of the last letter of the alphabet
brings our monthly news bulletin to a close, and we all
hope that by the next time we go to press the Chancellor of
the Exchequer will have raised our pay to meet the ever
increasing rise in the price of boot polish and bianco.
Still, " per ardtta ad servitor servientum cum public
house," which being translated means, " See you in the
N.A.A.F.I."
"Sgt." Kite."

" B " COMPANY
Another month nearer Camp, and we of " Busy Bee "
are beginning to smarten up in preparation for our attempt
to once again lead the way. Training has been fairly
extensive this year in spite of the weather and we have
even had some volunteers ! !
Apart from the more general training, we have
benefited from the Civil Defence knowledge of Maj. Coath
and Capt. Ford—the latest lesson being in the use of
stretchers. Your scribe longed for a camera when Alf.
Clifton was used as a patient and tied to a stretcher and
then efforts' were.made to tip him out—poor show, Bill !
Our jumble collecting efforts have been rather
hampered of late by the bad weather. We estimate we
have enough at the moment, however, to realise about £50,
so we are fairly content.
We apologise for the lack of news this month—perhaps
we shall be able to improve in the next issue.
" Busy Bee."

" D " COMPANY
Our training evenings have been full of the most
interesting subjects, thanks to the hard work put in by
our beloved Sgt. " Doughy " Baker. We missed him the
other Tuesday evening, when he attended a lecture on
health of the D. of Y.'s, but thanks to Sgts. Buck and
Hill we had a little loosen up with some square bashing.
The correct procedure for using an 88 set was some
thing that a lot of us were hazy about, so you can guess
we listened with profound interest. It all seems so simple,
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but even simple things get tangled up very easily; some
body not answering correctly, or another pressing the
presser switch at the wrong time. George Pace and a
certain Corporal should know all about that 1 Sgt. Hill
looked quite exasperated at having to repeat his speech
several times before it had been received correctly by
everybody. Nevertheless, it was an evening well spent
and 1 am sure that we are all now quite confident that we
could send and receive in the proper manner.
Camp is just round the corner and we are all looking
forward to really getting together with our National Ser
vice comrades and to spending two weeks' good training
as we have done in the past. Let's hope that the " Clerk of
the Weather" is in a good mood and let old " Mr. Solly"
shine on those white cliffs like he's never shone before.
We at Penge are hoping that one day at Camp will be
set aside for the Guard Mounting and SixaSide Football
Competitions. We allowed ourselves to be just that bit
lax last year, so lost the G.M. Cup, which wc had
previously held, we have now pulled up our socks and
fully intend to recapture our old glory. We've started by
winning the Brigade Shoot and we are carrying on from
there, so you can expect to be parting with some pieces
of silver, you winners of last year.
" PenDCo."

SUPPORT COMPANY
Slowly, but surely, we plod merrily onwards towards
Annual Camp, summer holidays, the start of the cricket
season and all the other inevitabilities of this life,
endeavouring to do our best to live up to the reputation,
given us by the C.I.G.S., that the Territorial soldier is
" twice a citizen."
The old firm turn up regularly and do their stuff on
Vickers guns, threeinch mortars or sixpounders and at
the beginning of this month we had a visit from the C.O.
that particular evening we were playing with our 88 sets,
but this time television interfered with us, instead of the
other way round as previously, so it had to be a " dry "
practice of fire orders and general R.T. procedure. Never
theless, the C.O. seemed to be satisfied, as we have heard
no rockets coming our way.
Another visitor was the I.O., Lt. Calver Jones, who
came as neutral officer when our team firedoff the practices
for the Bn. Efficiency Trophy. Unfortunately, two of the
team (no names by request) were not in form, so we did
not do as well as we oiight to have done, though apart from
these two we had an average of 41 out of a possible 55.
Somehow rifle shooting does not seem to be one of our strong
points, though one or two manage to be fairly consistent.
Otherwise we have had a quiet month and there is
nothing to report from the training or social angles, but
we had to do without our P.S.I., Sgt. Dowsing, for a week
while he was away on a course on A/Tank guns and .Ngt.
Smith deserves mention for his handling of the Coy.'s
affairs during that period. Also absent, on a course, was
Pte. Cheeseman, who was made up to LanceCorporal
and went off" to the School of Infantry for a threeinch
mortar course, which he tells me he thoroughly enjoyed,
and on which I gather he did quite well.
Future events to which we now look forward include
a weekend at Lydd, firing mortars and machine guns,
and another trip to Lulworth for a " bash " with the six
pounder, but more of these anon.
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UR usual scribe, having availed himself of one
month's study leave, most of which appears to be
spent quietly in the P.M.C.'s Office, I'm afraid our
contribution for the past month will not reach its usual
high standard.
Early in the month the Q.M. was rather surprised to be
informed that two howitzers had arrived at the local rail
way station from Woolwich, each weighing some five tons.
This all seemed a mystery to him, since he had no know
ledge of requisitioning these pieces of artillery. However,
he was soon put at ease when he was informed they were
trophies of the last war and were museum pieces. In fact,
the nomenclature is Gun, 105 CM. Howitzer, R.H., 18/40,
and their final position within the Barracks has not yet
finally been decided. Recently the Kent Fire Service had
been carrying out practice within the Barracks for a display
they are giving in June, and the guns had to be moved on
each occasion. On top of this a Japanese gun, captured by
the 4th Bn. in Burma, has arrived. This, of course, has
a real Regimental interest and the gun has now been placed
in the Regimental Museum.
Capt. D. W. Wheeler still continues carrying out the
'arrangement and layout of the Museum and we hope it will
soon be finally completed. Exhibits, specially concerning
the last war, are still required and will be welcome.
On two days during the month the Barrack Square has
been used for the parking of the whole of the mechanical
transport of a Heavy A.A. Regt.. R.A.. with their many
types of vehicles and equipment. The personnel were
accommodated with the local Royal Engineer Regt. as there
were too many for our small staff to cope with.
Owing to the very wet weather, very little sport has
taken place. We have received from the District Welfare
Fund a very generous grant for the provision of sports gear
and wc arc now fairly well fitted out in this respect for
the forthcoming cricket season. We have a fairly full
fixture list and hope that there will be some good talent
among the new recruits and National Servicemen when they
start their initial training in June.
The usual Commanding Officer's Parade was held
early in the month, this was soon followed by an R.S.M.'s
Drill Parade and Kit Inspection. These parades are not
held very regularly and are put on to ensure the men are
kept up to the mark both in footdrills and turnout. In the
place of our recreational training period, all ranks were
called to task in removing a huge mound of rubble that had
accumulated opposite Regimental Headquarters on the site
of the old " F" Block. This has now been cleared and
Mr. Bird and his band of helpers are busy getting the site
laid out with flower gardens and grass borders. We all
hope that by Reunion date the plot will make a pleasing
sight to our many visitors.
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Since there has been a change in the unit occupying
Invicta Lines, many changes are taking place in the
occupants of our married quarters and the Quartermaster
and his small staff are kept very busy marching families in
and out of married quarters.
Under the captaincy of Pte. Parsons, the Regimental
Depot have now managed to get together a reasonable darts
team. Their first
serious match versus "The Royal
Dragoon " was lost, but afterwards our team came into
their own by winning the challenge match for a gallon of
beer. Our next match will he versus the ladies and a
match versus "The Royal Albion." The team al present
consists of Pte. Parsons (Capt.) Ptes. Davis, Lewis, Artiss,
Gibbins and Reah. The last four being Holdees.
The Regimental Depot more or less completely closed
down for the Easter recess. "Haircut" Foster managed
to get some privilege leave added to his Easter period and
immediately on his return he was despatched to Warwick
for a short course in the Records Otfiee. Rumour has it
that " Lofty " Eastaugh made a very good job of the hair
cut he gave Foster with an electric razor just before the
C.O.'s parade held early in the month.
Dogs are a source of annoyance within the Barracks,
by running loose over the garden plots, and "Lofty"
Eastaugh frequently gets in a 100 yards' sprint in his efforts
to either catch and impound them or chase them out of
Barracks, lt was rather amusing, however, when the C.O.
saw a dog loose around the Barracks that he little realized
that it was his own dog who was the culprit.
A slight rise in sickness has occurred and Ptes. Avis,
Williams and Gibbins have all had short spells in hospital.
We are pleased, however, to note they are all now back at
duty. Our Holdees gradually increase and we welcome
from the Middle East Cpls. Hunt and Knight, and Pte.
Buck, who have just completed their overseas service tours.
Our next big headache is the Census. All personnel—
men. women and children resident within the precincts of
the Barracks are to be enumerated on the night of Sunday,
8th April. 1951. The necessary forms have just been
received and it would appear that it will require quite a
large clerical staff to complete the job on tinle.
Not much appears on the surface regarding reforming
of the Regimental Depot as a Recruit Training Depot, but
there is plenty going on behind the scenes and we hope we
shall be in fit and proper order to receive the first batch,
which is expected towards the end of June.
In closing, we extend our congratulations to Pte.
Matthews and Cpl. Standley on their marriages on 17th
and 24th March respectively. Was this to beat the Income
Tax man ? Anyhow, we all wish them every happiness
for the future.

A

SERGEANTS' MESS

S Spring approaches, the call, " Back to the land,"
rings in our ears and gardening notes published in
previous editions are now being studied carefully
to avoid the many mistakes made last year. The evenings
are gradually beginning to lengthen and Mr. Bird, our
groundsman, has already had the mower in action on the
cricket table and we shall soon have the nets out for some
serious practice, with a view to improving our cricket
on that of last season.
The above is wishful thinking and the objects of these
notes is to enlighten others of our activities of the past

month. The first item of importance appears to be our
visit to town on Saturday, 10th March, 1951, when three
staunch Mess members decided to watch Arsenal play
Aston Villa. Of course, this was not the main reason for
our visit to town, we had a date with " 62 Club " and
remembered they had the luck to win the piece on our last
visit. Armed with the necessary polished pieces and " The
Trophy," we duly arrived at "The Cranbourne," Upper
St. Martin's Lane, and spent a very pleasant evening meet
ing many of ex1st Bn. (193945) wallahs. As the evening
wore on and the buffet practically disposed of, we took our
usual place with our backs to the wall to avenge our
previous defeat, our opponents being Charlie Dumbrell,
Les. Teal and one other. We started in very good style
but time was getting on and the O.R.Q.M.S. was rash and
simply gave points away. We won the toss and secured a
lead of seven and then " 62 Club " could just do nothing
wrong and piled up a total of 19 before we managed to
retrieve the piece. It looked like a nice game to win, but
(lucky) Charlie found the piece at the fourth attempt and
we had only mustered a total of ten, and " 62 Club " 20.
Here, once again, the masters performed over the table top
and amid loud cheers and some derisive remarks as to our
skill. "62 Club" once again get their name engraved (at
our expense) on the shield. The time had then arrived for
our departure, but by the time we eventually arrived at
our home town, we would have been better oil' to have
"stayed in town " for the night. Soon after passing Wool
wich our train lights went out and the train came to a
standstill and remained stationary for the next 2j hours.
We eventually arrived in the very early hours (about 3 a.m.)
and the R.S.M. was accused of having missed his train and
coming down with the newspapers. When informing the
British Railway Officials at Strood what a fine train service
they had. we were told that a train in front of ours had
caught alight and blocked the line. Of course, that would
happen when we go to town.
On the next Wednesday, 14th March, the Royal Naval
Association (Maidstone Branch), who had failed to beat
the Maidstone Branch, Past and Present, at shooting, were
entertained in the Mess to a social after the shooting match.
No records were maintained of our progress at games, but
" Hooky" lost five games of crib, off the reel and the
darts team did not come up to expectations. However, we
had the satisfaction of beating them up at "Tipit." Of
course, except for one demonstration game, we have never
lost a full game at home.
Easter was soon upon us and the Regimental Depot
closed for a spot of leave, which, unfortunately, did not
turn out at all pleasant owing to the very inclement
weather.
On the 30th March, the R.S.M. and O.R.Q.M.S.
accepted the kind offer of the Garrison Sgt.Major, Shorn
cliffe, to accompany a party to the Albert Hall, London, to
see the Army Individual Boxing Championships. It was
a nice little outing, but the boxing was disappointing.
I'm afraid we were probably looking for too high a
standard. Of course, the Sgts'. Mess became a halfway
house on the return journey and we were able to lay on
sandwiches, etc., before the party finally
departed for
Shorncliffe probably arriving there around 2 a.m.
Finally, on 31st March, we held our Mess Dance,
which was very well attended and we were pleased to meet
our many friends again. It is the first dance we have held
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this year. Our numbers do not allow us to have a dance
very frequently.
With the revival of Regimental Depots, we shall be
having a rather busier time than usual in the near future.
Our first Intake of National Servicemen is due about the
third week in June, so we have a little respite in reorganiz
ing the Regimental Depot for their reception. In the mean
time, frantic efforts are being made to find instructors.
Wc welcome to the Mess W.O.I 1 Mansfield, who has
joined on the disbandment of No. 3 Cookery Instructional
Centre, where he has been for the past three years. He is
at the moment undecided whether to apply to continue
beyond his 22 years, which is up this year. Henry Butcher
also gave us a look up on 14lh March and enjoyed his short
stay. He seems to have recovered from his recent
operation.
The Mess will be fully represented ac the forthcoming
Annual Dinner of the Maidstone Branch, Past and Present
Association, when four of our five
members will be
attending.
GARDENING NOTES

Owing to the very wet weather, very little headway
has been made in this sphere. The R.S.M.'s plot is in a
sorry plight, getting littered up with rubble from the
demolished Hospital Block. The O.R.Q.M.S. has managed
to get in a row of cabbages, couple of rows of Bedfordshire
Champion onion and some radishes. C/'Sgt. Ringe is still
hibernating, so the weeds are really now taking over his
plot. We hope to have some very interesting details on
this subject in our next contribution. In spite of the adverse
conditions, Mr. (Dicky) Bird seems to be making great
headway in covering up the untidy spots left by the demoli
tion workers. He hopes to have everything spick and span
for the Annual Reunion in July.
" McCartney."

A

DJEBEL ABIODS"

SECOND appearance of the " Djebel Abiods'"
cricket team is taking place on Whit Sunday, 13th
May, at the Depot, when they again play against a
side raised by Col. W. Nash.
The " Djebel Abiods " will be led by Brian Valentine,
and will consist of ten ex6th Bn. members who were at
Djebel Abiod and also Jack Martin, who was there whilst
serving in the Gunners.
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates hopes that any ex6th Bn.
members, who may be in the neighbourhood, will put in an
appearance.

ON THIS
NOTICE.
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fact anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone k District Laundry Go., Ltd
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020

TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF THE
DEPOT
Lofty Eastaugh and Haircut Foster

H

AIL and farewell, you warriors of Kent ! For the
last time the ice pack is adjusted and the wet
towels slapped into place as the final T. and T. takes
form on '' Big Chief Scratching Pen's " jealously guarded
stock of H.M.S.O. super glazed.
"Haircut" will, in future, be your ace reporter, so
prepare for frequent petitions for " backtonature " hair
styles appearing in " The Q.O.G."
Now slew round the noggin and unbatten the ear
drums as we unfold this month's series of rather mundane
happenings.
Wednesday, apart from being the day before pay day.
is also the day laid aside for fun and games, during which
we all strive hard to recreate ourselves thus building up
resistance for the "thousand natural shocks" which daily
assault our soldierly persons.
This Wednesday we were introduced to an entirely
new game devised by " Dicky " Bird to cheer up even the
most miserable of toads in any bunch of heroes.
The whole thing is amazingly simple to play, I might
even say a child could play it (and on reflection, I dis
tinctly remember clouting a nipper for playing it).
All you need is an entire Depot staff, a pile of bricks
and, of course, a civilian gardener (preferably an exW.O.
with a mind of his own and two blue velvet patches on his
corduroys).
The play itself presents no difficulty whatsoever, you
take a brick from one pile, and taking careful aim, throw
it to a preselected spot, thus making another pile. The
tin hat should be worn if you have had any difference of
opinion with your fellows, as a clump on the onion is more
that a possibility (ask Pte. Reah !).
As it was the end of the financial year on Saturday,
Capt. Macmillan is doing a crafty one and celebrating
hogmanay once again. Pte. Harris was told to get a haggis
and spent an entire afternoon going round the Zoo Park
looking for one. He should have known that they cannot
be kept in captivity; anyway, there isn't an aviary in the
Zoo Park !
With only 39 more days to do and being at a loss to
put anything better down, I should like to retrace my stay
at the Depot.
One sunny day in August, 1949, a raw lanky recruit
hobbled into the Depot, wearing his many packs and
accoutrements, looking like one of the mules he was to
hear so much of when " Guv." Davis waxed eloquent
about his days with the boys of the Kipling breed.
The Adjutant in those days was a mighty sportsman,
who seized the lanky one and conducted a rapid interroga
tion of his cricketing capabilities. On finding his potential
to be NIL he was made (i) Depot Scorer, and (ii) Q.M.'s
Clerk.
Leafsweeping season came and went, and with it the
General's Inspection. At the beginning of the snow
sweeping season, the lofty one was made an A./L./U./P.
L./Cpl. for fourteen days and a defaulter for five.
Christmas passed and soon it was once again summer. By
this time the long one had ingratiated his way into the
Officers' Mess and. in return for having a room to himself.
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had to do Mess duties. He soon realised that his com
rades were willing to pay large sums to be released from
the Mess for an evening. "Lofty" did duties and his
purse waxed fat. " Haircut " came about this time and
from that day " Big Chief Scratching Pen " has frowned,
but enough of this.
Demob, was now almost upon the long boy, but Mr.
Strachey emitting an evil chuckle sentenced him to yet
another six months' hard.
The snows came and the pipes burst and " Trials and
Tribulations" was born and thus to the present day.
Ah me ! " Sic transit Gloria ' Lofty " (" Lofty is sick
of travelling with Gloria"). And now, with the tears still
trickling down your cheeks, I leave you with " Mac
Eastaugh's Farewell." (No connection at all with the
legendary soldier's farewell.)
" MAC EASTAUGH'S " FAREWELL


or " LOFTY'S " LAMENT

Farewell, old comrades, late of "Trim."
Who talk of nought but beer and sin;
Farewell, my N.S. comrades, too:
Fear not ! Demob, will come to you.
Farewell to monthly D.R.O.s,
Whose word is nought but apropos.
To E.C.O.s and A.C.I.s.
To you, 1 tender fond goodbyes.
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To R.S.M.s and Colour Blokes,
And all the other noncom. folks.
Who threaten us with 252's,
And mourn for the days of the old thumbscrews;
No malice do 1 bear you, lad.
For I'm off home to my mum and dad.
(Back to that stuffy old office, too.
Old Fuel A/c.. I'll think of you).
Farewell, old Maidstone—ancient town.
(Where a supper costs you halfacrown.)
Farewell, you N.A.A.F.I. tea and cake.
Author of many a tummyache:
For you I'll sing a Requiem
And see you again in the War Museum.
Oh ! A sprung, feather bed is the thing for me—
Not a " Beds, Iron, Single, W.D."
The date, sir ? Yes sir, right away !
Whako ! I'm a "civvy." It's the tenth of May.

Subscription rates: —
Officers 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 51 per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.

" It's a dreadful thought—but at £500 a head to train a conscript, you lot run out at £3,000 a year."

[London Express Service,
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EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
A LEGACY OF HALFA MILLION . . .

THE PERFECT MOTIVE FOR MURDER

New Detective Story by

S

UPERINTENDENT HAMBLEDON. C.I.D., and his
younger brother, John, who was an engineer in the
G.P.O., were the best of friends—probably because
they were very different, both in looks and in temperament.
The Superintendent was a large heavy man, with a square
jaw; slowmoving, slow cvf speech, but not in the least
slowwitted.
John was smaller and slighter; a lean dark, keenfaced
man with a quick, sarcastic tongue. They lived in the same
street; and every Saturday evening they paid a visit to
the local, and sat in a corner, drinking beer out of large
pewter tankards.
" You look excessively pleased with yourself," said
John one autumn evening. " What have you been up to ? "
" Been down in Devonshire." said the Super. "Clear
ing up that boat case."
" Boat case ? "
" Don't you ever read the papers ? Didn't you see
that a 30ft. cabin cruiser was found drifting off the coast
on Thursday, with a man and a girl on board—shot
dead ? "
" Oh, yes, 1 saw that. One of these sucide pact affairs,
wasn't it ? Unhappy love affair, and all that. Hardly a
job for a fullblown Superintendent ? "
" Well—there was a special reason why 1 thought I'd
better look into it." The Super, took a large draught of
beer.
I'll tell you—confidentially, of course.
You
remember that this youngster who was shot was Tom
Moynings, nephew of Sir Gerald Moynings ? He and the
girl were staying down there with Sir Gerald, who owns
the boat."
" Yes, I know all that—it was in the papers."
" Well, then, you remember also that a year or two
ago, young Tom Moynings inherited about half a million,
from his mother ? "
" Thus providing a perfect motive for murder. I can
see what you're leading up to . .
" Well, don't be so impatient. There was a motive for
murder—young Tom had never made a will, and Sir Gerald
inherits the lot, as next of kin. Now, it happens that 1
know Sir Gerald—not very well, but I know him. In fact,
curiously enough, he had invited me down to his Devon
shire place for the weekend. So when the boat and the
bodies were discovered, I thought I'd better go down myself
and look into it. To cut a long story short. 1 made a very
thorough investigation, and I'm quite satisfied now that it
was some sort of suicide pact. You might order some more
beer."
" All right . . . waiter I "
The tankards were
replenished. "Tell me how you're so sure about it."
"Well, now—these two, Tom and the girl, took the
boat out on Wednesday afternoon. We can fix the time;
the boathouse is about a mile from the village, and several
of the villagers saw it set out."
" Could they see who was on board ? "
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" No. But since Sir Gerald and his butler—who put
a teabasket on board—saw them set sail, and since the
boat was found at sea the next morning with the two of
them in the cabin, dead, and a revolver on the floor, I don't
see that there's any doubt as to who was on board. Are
you setting up as a crossexamining counsel ? "
" No—I have a detectivestory mind. It seems quite
possible—however, go on."
" Well, 1 gathered that these two youngsters were
rather temperamental, and given to quarrelling. Young
Tom was artistic, you know, and the girl was a musician or
something—."
"Thus rendering them highly suspect and dubious
characters—."
" Shut up. One doesn't really know what happened
between them: I'm merely pointing out that some sort of
suicide pact wasn't entirely improbably. Of course, I had
to check the whole thing. There were two possibilities.
Someone might have shot them earlier on, put the bodies
in the boat, and sent it out to sea. Actually, the local
doctor estimated that they had died about 18 hours before
they were found, which gives you live o'clock on Wednesday
afternoon; and they set out about two. But there's always
a chance of error with these things.
" Secondly, they might have come back, in the late
afternoon or evening; been shot, and the bodies and the
boat sent out to sea in the same way. You've got to think
of both these possibilities."
" Yes. Also a third. Someone else might have gone
with them at two o'clock, shot them, out at sea, at about
five, come ashore after dark, and sent the boat off again.
" Ah—but if you're thinking of Sir Gerald, that's out."
" Why ? "
" Because he was talking to me, on the telephone, soon
after five o'clock. 1 know his voice well enough."
" Was he ? What for ? "
" I told you. To invite me down for the weekend.
And his butler—
" Ah, yes, this butler. How does he come into it ?
He seems a fine, sinister figure—
" Well, he is, a bit. I confess, I was rather worried
about the butler. He's an old servant of Sir Gerald's, who
was caught stealing, and got 18 months for it. When he
came out, Sir Gerald took him back again."
" Any other servants ? "
" Only a cook. It's a small house. If you want to go
into all this tedious detail, we will. Shortly before two
o'clock, young Tom is down in the boathouse, checking
the wireless on the boat. It had just been overhauled . .
" Oh, the boat had a wireless, did it ?
Did you
examine it ? "
" Not being an inquisitive Post Office engineer, 1 did
not examine it. Will you stop interrupting ? "
"Sorry. Go on. Young Tom was down in the
boat . .
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" The butler was putting the last touches to the tea
basket. Incidentally, when the boat was found, they'd had
their tea—a small corroborative point. The cook was in
her room, dolling herself up because it was her after
noon off.
" Sir Gerald, the girl, and the butler go down to the
boathouse. the tea is put aboard, and the two youngsters
push off. Sir Gerald goes out for a walk. The butler goes
back to his pantry.
" At about four he has tea with the cook. Sir Gerald
comes in a bit before five, has a whisky and soda, and
rings me up. All straight so far ? "
" Yes, b u t . . . "
" All right, wait for it. Now, to make a case like this
really watertight, you need a bit of expert knowledge. 1
got hold of one of the local fishermen
and asked him
whether, if the boat had been drifting out of control since
about live, when we assume they died, it would have been
found where it was found. He said a good deal depended
on whether they left the engine running or not—which we
don't know—but that in any case the tide was setting out
during the night, and would bring the boat inshore again
on the following morning."
" All that is a bit vague . .
" Yes. But now, listen—this really clinches it. This
fisherman had a pal who'd been out in his boat that after
noon. and had noticed the cabin cruiser.
" At about five this fisheman heard, faintly, the sound
of two shots. Of course, he thought it was the engine, back
firing, or something; and soon after that he came in. But
he's quite sure he heard them. And remembering that the
cook saw the butler at four, and that Sir Gerald was
talking to me soon after five, that let's both of them out."
" Did the cook sec Sir Gerald ? "
" No. She'd left before he came back. She saw him
after dinner of course, when she came in again."
" Ah ! . . . waiter—two pints . . . well, well. And
you really intend to let Sir Gerald get away with that ?
He must have known that if young Tom married the girl,
and they had children, he'd never see a penny of the
money."
" I know. 1 know. But I've explained . .
" You haven't. This 'phone call from Sir Gerald, at
five—did you check it with the local exchange ? "
" Yes, I did. 1 told you I'd been entirely thorough. A.
call was put through, at that time, from Sir Gerald's
number to Whitehall 1212. You can't get round that—"
" Did they hear the conversation ? "
" I heard the conversation. I was talking to Sir
Gerald—"
" Yes. I've not doubt you were. And I've no doubt
this butler would tell a few lies on behalf of his generous
master.
" 1 put it to you. Superintendent, that Sir Gerald, in
point of fact, went out in the boat with the other two. shot
them at about five, brought the boat in after dark, jumped
ashore, and let the tide take the boat out again.
" Meanwhile at five o'clock, the butler puts in a call to
Whitehall 1212. He spins any sort of lunatic yarn to your
switchboard—I've no doubt you get a lot of halfwits
ringing you up. It wouldn't matter what he said, so long
as the call was registered."
" Yes, but dammit, weren't you listening ? / told you
I spoke to Sir Gerald himself !"
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" Of course you did. This is where your muchboasted
expert knowledge comes in. That was a separate call.
Don't you realise, you old fathead, that modern wireless
equipment enables you not only to talk from ship to shore,
but to get connected with any shore number ? " .
The Superintendent put clown his tankard with a bang;
his eyes opened wide with dismay.
" The whole case turns on that 'phone call." went on
John. " Finish your beer, and I'll get through to our
station at Falmouth. They'll soon check if they had a
shiptoshore call last Wednesday for Whitehall 1212. And
my fee for expert advice and knowledge is—one more
pint."
(World Copyright reserved.

Loudon Express Service.)
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OBITUARY
MAJOR D. L. JOHNSON

A

FTER a long and painful illness, Major D. L.
Johnson died at Queen Alexandra Military Hospital.
Millbank, S.W.I, on 20th March, 1951, aged 48

years.
"Johnno," as he was popularly known by his many
comrades had served for approximately 30 years, the
majority of which with the 1st Bn. in India, returning to
U.K., with the Bn. in 1938. During the last war he also
served with the 6th Bn. and saw active service in France.
North Africa and Burma, eventually obtaining a com
mission in the Indian Army.
The funeral took place at Brookwood Military
Cemetery on 28th March, 1951, with full military honours.
The pall bearers and firing
party were provided from
members of the Guards' Training Bn., Pirbright Camp.
Amongst the mourners present were Mr. W. Johnson
(brother), and son, Mr. F. Smith (guardian for some years
before Major Johnson enlisted), Mr. and Mrs. C. Heath.
Mr. S. Jobson (brotherinlaw). Mr. G. Andrews and two
Ollicers of the Pakistan Army. The Past and Present
Association was represented by Messrs. S. J. Terry and
Trevor Thomas.
4

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
April 28th and 29th—The Regimental Golf
Meeting will be held at Littlestone.
13th May.—Djebel Abiod's Cricket Match, Depot,
Maidstone.
15th June.—"At Home" at Savoy Hotel
15th June.—Regimental Dinner at the Junior
United Services Club, Charles II Street, S.W.I.
14th to 20th July.—Maidstone Cricket Week.
15th July.—Reunion, Maidstone.
20th October—Social
Maidstone

Gathering

of

branches,
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AN

ESCAPE

A

FTER some two years persuasion by the Editor 1 am
breaking a resolution 1 made many years ago never
to write anything about life as a P.O.W. I cannot
now remember why I made the resolution, but as books
and plays about escaping seem to be popular at the
moment, perhaps the following account of an escape, in
which I took a small part, may be of interest. It was in
no way the most successful, original or daring effort, but
1 happen to know more about it than others.
My own interest in escaping began in a singularly
bleak camp in Poland early in 1941, after the receipt of a
somewhat significant letter and parcel from my wife.
From then on I took part in a number of tunnelling
attempts with varying success. I think I chose this method
partly because it was my idea of the conventional escape
and partly because a former master at school used to
describe on the last day of the term his experiences in the
191418 war.
Our early inexperienced attempts were extremely
muddled though providing considerable entertainment.
They were nearly all discovered at birth or soon after,
but one succeeded and 26 of us got away, of whom four
finally reached England. Another was only discovered
when completed and while we were waiting for a suitable
night.
However, by 1943, once again in Bavaria, we had
learned much and a team of sixty tunnellers was gathered
together to construct the "perfect" tunnel. It was much
smaller to start with but grew as more and more officers
claimed the right to inclusion by virtue of past efforts. All
other escaping activities were stopped and all the resources
of the camp were concentrated in this one effort. Sappers,
electricians, tailors, dieticians and experts of all sorts set
to work to plan all the technical details while six teams of
five were earmarked l'or actual digging. I was in charge
of one of: these teams, which included the largest and
smallest officer in the camp—1 may be maligning the latter.
At all events, I think we had more amusement in the next
two months than any other similar period in captivity.
It would perhaps be as well now at the risk of stating
the obvious to explain the problems of escaping.
At first glance, everything seemed to be on the side of
the Germans guarding us. The camps were surrounded by
high double wire fences, guarded by sentries armed with
rifles and machine guns in raised watchtowers. The wire''
was floodlit at night and had extra patrols. Inside the
camp there were patrols of two men constantly on the look
out tor anything suspicious. The human element entered
into the latter system to some extent as gradually some of
the inside patrols fell to the temptation of bribes, which,
in some cases, was followed by an obvious form of black
mail. The German Security officers, most of whom were
singularly unpleasant and were disliked almost equally by
the majority of their staff, made pronouncements from time
to time to the effect that:
(a) It was impossible to escape;
(b) The first time an officer escaped he would be shot;
(c) The second time he would be sent to a special
camp.

This being interpreted meant that if you were seen escaping
you would be shot at. If you got away and were recaptured,
you would be sent to a special camp provided you were con
sidered likely to try again. If you were unfortunate enough
to fall into the hands of the Gestapo, anything might
happen. On the whole the German Army recognised a
duty in attempting to escape and tried to prevent it by
fair means. There were, of course, exceptions.
The prisoners had the great advantage of being able to
devote all their attention to seeking flaws in the security
arrangements and from time to time a new brainwave
would be born. These new ideas could naturally only be
used once in any camp as a rule.
Another obstacle we had to contend with were curfews
and check parades held at irregular times. The latter were
subsequently overcome to some extent by a scheme which,
for security reasons, I am not permitted to disclose.
Toget back to this particular story. The camp was
an old barracks built on the side of a hill. The higher
part consisted of three large blocks cut into the slope of
the hill and about 60 feet from the wire, which ran along
the side of a road. We planned to make a tunnel conform
ing to the slope and emerging behind a fence on the far
side of the road. The soil was very shallow on the slope
and there was a danger that we would be forced to the
surface by rock before we could reach the objective.
The site selected for the entrance was a lavatory at
the end of one of the blocks. A trap door was constructed
out of the tiles on the floor, beneath which a large cavern
was made in which earth could be stored until a suitable
opportunity for disposal presented itself. Electric light
was installed and foul air was to be drawn out of the tunnel
by an ingenious system of drain pipes connected to the
main chimney.
The first part of the programme was very tricky, since
so much heavy work had to be done on the surface by the
experts under constant threat of a visiting patrol. Many
watchers or " Stooges" had to be employed and as the
late autumn was very cold, a good deal* of discomfort
resulted—not the least to the unfortunates who had to sit
with eyes glued to a keyhole through which whistled an
icy blast. There was almost an epidemic of pinkeye. Earth
was disposed of, with some difficulty and alarms, in
foundations and by general distribution throughout the
camp. A sapper and a gunner had made a wonderful job
of the trap door, which was airtight and soundproof, and
defied detection. The chamber was made and, at last,
much relieved, we could settle down to a regular working
routine.
The tunnel, at the start, was comparatively deep and
once the trap was in place there was little fear of discovery
since the working party were completely cut off from the
surface, except for the natural " speaking lube " of the drain
pipes and chimney.
Each evening, after the last parade, a team of live went
down and worked all night until an" hour before the morn
ing parade. Two experts spent the next day squaring up
and revetting the night's work, and in the evening the bags
of earth were collected from the chamber and distributed.
In the tunnel itself, No. 1 worker was at the face digging
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and pushing the earth back through his legs. Behind him
was No. 2 loading the earth on to a trolley. No. 3, in the
chamber, dragged the trolley back and packed the earth
into bags. No. 4 assisted No. 3 and stacked the bags. No.
5 rested. This was the main work, but all the time a con
siderable amount of construction and maintenance had
naturally to be done to provide bags, trolleys, air and light
ing equipment, tools, pitprops, etc.
To begin with, going was fairly easy and as tunnels
went jt was quite comfortable, being about two feet square.
Fairly soon, however, awkward rocks appeared and as the
gradient grew steeper the work became arduous and we
were eventually given a tin of Red Cross meat and
some condensed milk after each shift. The milk was sup
posed to be diluted and to last five days, but I was not the
only one to take my " medicine" neat and in as many
minutes.
Soon after the start an enormous rock appeared in
the roof, later known as the coffin because of its shape. This
considerably reduced the size of the tunnel for about six
feet and impeded the passage of the trolley from then on to
a most aggravating extent, necessitating frequent journeys
up the tunnel to free it. It also left a very small passage
for the human body and I think many of us felt
momentary relief when we had squeezed past the coffin:
this had to be done on one's back.
To digress for a moment. I should now hate to have
to squeeze along an apparently insecure rat hole with little
air, mostly no light, and perhaps 30 feet below the surface
and on occasions, when I visited or was taken on the
strength of other tunnels, 1 hated it then. When, however,
one had been on a tunnel from its inception one grew
used to it and it became more " friendly." I think most
of us felt the same about this.
The tunnel progressed nevertheless and our spare time
was spent in collecting maps, food, compasses and all the
various necessary equipment. My companion and I on
previous abortive attempts had planned to cross into
Switzerland over the land frontier, where part of that
country extended on to the German side of the Rhine. This
time, however, we planned to swim the Rhine, which we
were told was possible for strong swimmers above Basle.
We we're both far from strong swimmers, as far as we
could remember, and so despite much derision we con
structed " Mae Wests" out of football bladders. We
visualised descending one morning on the unsuspecting
Swiss clad in nothing but some dubbin, to acid a pro
fessional touch, and these rather unreliable water wings.
The work grew harder as we climbed farther up to
the slope and one night our team came across a hazard
known as the " bellycrawl," which consisted of a rock on
the floor as well as in the roof, separated by only 12 inches,
and on a steep slope.
Luckly. the squeeze through this was not as long as
the coffin. Soon after this the overhead cover grew less
and less as we were forced up by solid rock. At the worst
point we were working, under the strict supervision of a
sapper, in a nineinch opening with only three inches
between us and daylight. Alternative routes had to be tried
until a honeycomb of offshoots was made known as
Piccadilly Circus. However, by now we were under the
wire and beyond the road and quite close to our objective.
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Footsteps and voices overhead were now plainly audible
while lorries made a deafening noise. The greatest care
had naturally to be taken and an elaborate system of
stooging ensured that all was quiet in the tunnel when any
one passed.
Foot by foot the tunnel progressed and the date for
the break was fixed for May 4th, incidentally, my birthday,
and I hoped auspicious. The day came when we were all
collected for a final briefing. This was done by a very
serious and administrative minded officer and was
punctuated by many ribald remarks. One rather serious
instruction, for instance, was interpreted by a tough and
somewhat perplexed Canadian as: "What you mean, I
guess, is when the typewriters open up it's a case of ' Pick
up your skirts girls and run '" ! That, in fact, was what
the briefing officer meant, but he said it differently. Never
theless, the plan was very carefully thought out and as the
evacuation of 65 was clearly going to he a complicated
affair, the arrangements were put into the hands of a
special team who were not themselves escaping. As a guide,
I. have listed the administrative staff and equipment, as far
as 1 can remember, working from the back forwards:
A large hide (" Henry ") in the eaves of the Block for
assembly;
A small hide (" Little Henry ") for storage of packs:
Assistants for the hides, stairs, entrance, Piccadilly
Circus, exit, gap through fence together with
various watchers in general.
As a matter of interest, these assistants included a well
known jockey, a trainer and a racing motorist. The first
two out were to open up the exit, crawl forward and make
a hole in a fence. From then on we were to be pushed up
the tunnel head to foot as fast as possible during the all
clear periods.
On the afternoon of May 4th there was a slight breeze
and the " brains " decided to operate. The plan went into
effect and worked like a charm up to the point where the
first timbers were removed preparatory to the break. The
main body were huddled together in "Henry," waiting for
the signal to start. Suddenly the wind dropped completely
and all that could be heard was the crickets on the hill
side, our hearts beating and an occasional cough or fool
steps of a sentry patrolling the road. Just in time the
operation was called off and we spent a chilly and dis
spirited night in " Henry."
However, this served as an excellent dress rehearsal,
as everything had gone smoothly and the Germans
apparently suspected nothing. Fair weather continued and
a rising moon forced us to stand down until May 23rd.
This was a frustrating period, which was not eased by
an incident which caused us some concern. On the even
ing of May 6th an orderly found a note pinned to a
lavatory door to the effect that the German Security stall'
knew all about the tunnel and with the warning that to
avoid loss of life, the project should be abandoned. It was
signed " A German friendly to the British." The following
day there was another note with the additionnal warning
that a German Patrol waiting for us on the hillside would
open fire on sight. Only a few of us knew about this new
development.
We had to decide whether it was a German or a
mentally unbalanced officer of whom there were a few.
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There was also the possibility of jealousy or vindictiveness.
Many prisoners, working for exams or merely in a rut.
strongly resented what they considered were useless
activities of escapists, since they invariably caused minor
annoyances and occasional major upheavals. All efforts
to trace the writer were unsuccessful and a deadlock was
reached. The Germans seemed to be concentrating on
another part of the camp, but this could well have been
a blind. It was possible that they wished to catch us red
handed and then make an example to other wouldbe
escapers. This may sound farfetched, but at this very
time a tunnel was being made in the R.A.F. camp, which,
as, is well known, resulted in the murder of 50 officers
clearly on orders from above. To the best of my know
ledge the writer is still anonymous.
Meanwhile the moon approached the right quarter
and the committee decided we must evacuate as soon as
possible and with very little warning. The position was
explained to all the team. Anyone who wished was given
the opportunity of withdrawing, but none did.
On June 3rd there was a sports meeting in the camp,
to which one or two German officers were invited, little
knowing as did the vast majority of prisoners that the
meeting was to be wound up by an unpublished marathon.
After the evening parade 1 saw the messenger earmarked
to give me the code word hurrying significantly towards
me and we were off.
My partner and 1 were drawn about 20th. so would
not have to wait long in " Henry." It seemed an eternity
waiting for the " queue " to start moving, which would
mean the tunnel was open and a gap made in the fence.
Due to the lengthening evenings this had to be done at
dusk in order to allow time for No. 65 to get clear before
dawn—not a pleasant job for Nos. 1 and 2, if there was
any truth in the patrol story. At last a move was made
and we gradually shuffled nearer and nearer to the hole
leading from " Henry." lt was an exciting time and the
occasional checks made us listen breathlessly for any of
the sounds which would have meant we were discovered.
My turn came. 1 poked my head out of the hide—a hartd
grabbed me and I was led forward in the dark—my pack
was thrust into my hand and 1 was despatched down
stairs. At the bottom \ was met and held until a whispered
O.K. and I was pushed towards the trap and into the
entrance. 1 had forgotten that the chamber had, at the last
minute, been bypassed to permit the passage of heavy
packs. My feet felt for the ledge which wasn't there and
1 slithered down the ramp into a confused bundle at the
bottom. Unseen hands sorted me out. pointed me up the
tunnel, fastened my pack by string to my waist, a voice
whispered a word of encouragement and told me to press
on. I heard my companion crashing down the ramp and
olf 1 started. The crawl up the tunnel was most unpleasant.
Additional clothing, lack of air and my pack made the
going hard and the slope appeared steeper. The ventilation
system had been removed to make more room. 1 was
soon' out of breath, but worse was to come. The pack of
the man in front of me kept breaking away from its owner
and slithering down on top of me. This meant two loads,
and 1 was soon running with sweat. Then as the man in
front of me was halfway through the bellycrawl, com
pletely excluding any air from above, there was a halt.
The air grew worse and worse until the carbide lamps
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went out. The carbide gas still continued to come off
and soon, even lying still, we were panting and our throats
made a wheezing noise, which could be heard all along the
line and sounded deafening. There were footsteps over
head and I thought we must be discovered: the thought
was not unpleasant at that moment as the sensation was
horrid. The minutes dragged on and then someone down
the tunnel—a newcomer, who had only been down once
and for whom it must have been a nightmare—started to
panic.
Prompt action by his neighbours, however,
quietened him down. Shortly afterwards, to my great
relief, we started moving again and I felt the assistant at
Piccadilly Circus helping me over the ledge with my pack.
In a moment a green light shone, my head was in the open
and I was gulping in fresh air and shaking from exertion.
It was an effort to drag myself up out of the hole, but
the cool air soon revived me and I crawled to the hole
in the fence. Here was another assistant to see me
through, or under, as it turned out. The hill was steep
and the crawl exhausting, but eventually 1 reached the
bush, where 1 was to await my companion, under cover
from the occasional sweep of the searchlights. He soon
arrived and we set off again on hands and knees according
to instructions. Soon, however, we saw dark, upright
shapes hurrying past us and decided to follow suit. We
were almost out of the arc of the searchlights and so
fairly safe ourselves, when from below came the sound as
of a stampede and one loud crash, which turned out later
to have been made by someone who, in his hurry, had
spurned the gap under the fence and gone straight
through. The Germans must have heard and 1 cannot
imagine what they thought was happening.
We were soon at the top of the hill, much relieved
to be able to look back on the lights of the camp in safety.
We had learned the map by heart, so walked at full speed
until just before dawn. We had an anxious moment when
all the dogs in a village started barking and another when
we nearly ran into two stationary figures, who must have
been two of us, but who behaved very strangely and
started to tiptoe towards us as we stood frozen. We took
no chances and plunged off across a field.
As dawn was shewing signs of breaking, we decided
to find a hideout in a wood for the day. 1 had been
recaptured once before from failing to realize that what
at dawn appears to be an impenetrable forest, may well be
a thin wood with no undergrowth by daylight. However,
we soon found what appeared to be a fair sized wood and
I stepped into the dark to investigate. The next moment
1 was careering headlong down an almost vertical slope.
1 was halted somewhat shaken by a tree and heard my
companion's startled voice some way above me, asking
after my health and whereabouts. Eventually we collected
ourselves and settled down on a ledge of rock to await
daylight.
As dawn broke, as if turned on by a switch, every
bird in the wood started to sing and 1 have seldom heard
such a remarkable noise. We found we were in a huge
wood on the side of a steep valley along the bottom of
which ran the river and a railway. We were secure on
the ledge and, better still, were overlooking a small bridge
over the river. Crossing this river might prove difficult,
as by next night all the countryside would have been
warned.
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All that day we studied our maps, discussed routes
and, rather prematurely, exactly what we were going to
do in Switzerland and England—not letting ourselves
remember that we had three weeks' difficult and tiring
travel ahead of us. We considered jumping a train at a
little halt below us, but decided that it would probably
take us to Berlin or some equally inappropriate place, and
to seek information from the driver would be unwise !
We listened to distant bugle calls from the camp echoing
down the valley and imagined the commotion, grumbling
and apoplectic rage of the Security stall". To lessen weight,
our bottles were empty and we grew very thirsty. The
day was mild, but we were chilled after our exertions and
sleep was impossible. Nevertheless, all was peaceful, and
as we watched a farmer slowly ploughing below us, the
camp and captivity seemed miles away.
As dusk drew near we made our way down to the
edge of the wood near to the bridge. As soon as we
thought it was safe, we broke cover and hurried across
the river. We walked along the bank for a while and
then lay down and drank our fill. There was no moon,
but. the night was not dark and for a while our progress
up the valley was easy. Wc decided to avoid all roads
until at least midnight and circumventing villages delayed
us somewhat. About midnight we started to climb out
of the valley and the excitement and Tack of sleep of the
past 48 hours began to tell. We both became very tired
and surprisingly dispirited. As we climbed the endless
hill our packs grew heavier and halts grew more and more
frequent. Trees and bushes assumed grotesque shapes in
the mist and any sound made us jumpy. A friend of mine,
who had escaped by himself, told me that he had suffered
from various halucinations and even found himself talking
to an imaginary companion. 1 certainly once looked round
for the " third man " before starting off again after a halt.
For this period 1 was undoubtedly the weak link in the
team and my partner kept us going. This weariness may
sound feeble after only a matter of 25 miles, but it must
be remembered that our rations had been very inadequate
for the last three: years, added to which, being " on the
run " is a nervous strain allowing no relaxation. I am
sure a successful escaper had to have something of the
character of that generally splendid being, the professional
poacher, and to feel in the back of his mind that he was
in the right. I always had the stupid feeling of being a
trespasser—in some way breaking the law. A fatal point
of view when quick reactions are necessary.
We plodded on through the night and as dawn at
last approached, we found a good hideout overlooking a
road. Again we were very cold and this time far more
tired. We had a small cooker made of an old tin on
which my partner, the boy scout of the party, endeavoured
to make some tea and porridge. This infernal machine had
worked perfectly during its trials in the camp, but nothing
would induce it to raise the temperature more than a
degree or two that morning. I think we slept a bit that
day and 1 know the sun warmed and cheered us.
We set off again that evening before dark, as we were
right in the country, and made good going across country
until midnight, when we decided to risk the roads. We
were somehow completely refreshed and as we had rubber
soled boots, we had ample warning of the occasional
approach of a car or pedestrian. By 2 a.m. we had covered
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a considerable distance, our spirits were high and we
thought we must be clear of any searchers. Suddenly it
was all over. Two ligures stepped out from behind one of
the crucifixes, with which Bavaria abounds, and jabbed
rifles into our ribs. It was so sudden we were both non
plussed. Wc were marched to the nearest village to an
accompaniment of basic and derisive jokes from our
captors and deposited in the local jail. After some argu
ment we were allowed to keep our packs. A sentry was
posted outside the window, a bewhiskcred member of the
German Home Guard, who sat and sucked an enormous
curved pipe until wc diplomatically handed him some
tobacco through the bars.
As soon as it. was daylight, the whole village came to
inspect us and were all most friendly, except the priest,
who did his best to shepherd the children away from the
risk of contamination. However, we countered that with
gifts of chocolate and soon secured their allegiance. As
the day wore on we became more and more popular and
were finally given two chairs in the middle of the village
green, surrounded by a friendly throng. We answered
innumerable questions and one and all agreed that
Germany had lost the war and that our bombing plan was
rather unnecessarily rubbing home defeat. Actually to
villagers the bombing of Berlin appeared just punishment
for the arrogant Berliners. The same with other towns,
but later, when Munich was blasted, it was considered
scandalous though legitimate.
Eventually word went round that a lorry was on its
way to pick us up containing a number of recaptured
prisoners, including a very large Colonel. This proved to
be a Canadian, who won the V.C. at Dieppe. The whole
village crowded round the lorry waving goodbye, wishing
us better luck next time and inviting us to return after the
war. This pantomime was enacted at almost every village
we passed as more prisoners were sorted out from drink
ing beer with Burgomasters or similar entertainments.
We were soon back in the German compound adjoin
ing our camp and also back to earth. The Germans were
livid and made things as uncomfortable as possible. It
was disheartening to see the steady flow of officers being
brought in. It transpired later that 60,000 Landwer (Home
Guard) had been turned out to look for us—the authorities
having staged a convenient dress rehearsal for this newly
formed body.
We were allowed no contact with the camp, mail, both
in and out, was stopped as were Red Cross parcels.
Finally, we were marched to a dreary castle adjoining an
S.S. Rest Camp to serve our sentences, crowded into an air
raid shelter for 23 of the 24 hours. We could not find
out how long we were to stay in these uncomfortable con
ditions and the monotony was only broken by a further
escape down a 601't. wall by three officers who had
managed to retain a very thin rope. The rope was too
short and, unfortunately, all three were injured, luckily
not badly, and were soon recaptured.
After about three weeks we were marched to the
station and three days later arrived at a castle in Saxony,
which was earmarked for officers who did these things.
Unfortunately, none of us were any nearer England,
but the whole show had kept us and the Germans occupied,
which was the great thing.
C.H.K.
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Morley. M.C.. prospective Chairman; Capt. R. O. Russell,
M.C. (Hon. Treasurer); whilst everyone was ever so happy
to welcome dear Sidney Lewis again, who has been very
ill; we hope his recovery is permanent. The Association
is very grateful to those Branches who supported the
function.
Tokens like that are most welcome and do much to
foster the spirit of good friendship and comradeship, which
the Past and Present Association strives for.
The evening closed with the traditional singing of
" Old Lang Svne " by a very happy gathering.

11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

Truly an inspiring function.
" Pte. Banks."

SOCIAL DANCE

T

HIS popular annual function again proved to be most
successful. Held on Friday, 2nd March, at the
Bridge House Restaurant, London Bridge, over 120
members, their wives and friends, which included members
of the London and Catford Branches, thoroughly enjoyed
a well chosen mixture of old and new dances played by
the Carlton Players, led by Mr. Titlcy. The fun and games,
sponsored by our hardworking Secretary, Lcn Dawson,
who. though not in the best of health, carried out his
duties as M.C. very well, ably assisted by Capt. R. Maltby.
who, incidentally, took the place of our dear old friend.
Joe Woodhall, whom, it was felt, was not lit enough to per
form those arduous tasks, but did much to help in the
smooth running of the proceedings, for which wc all are
most grateful, were also very much enjoyed.
The bar was a scene where complete comradeship
reigned, everyone present seemed to vie with the other the
privilege of buying a drink. Whilst the bullet, well stocked
with a varied selection of sweetmeats and sandwiches,
supplied the needs of those whose appetites had been
sharpened by vigorous exercise on the floor and was rapidly
emptied. Mrs. Rigall had charge of the raffle and, assisted
by a willing band of ladies, extracted coin from the merry
making pockets in exchange for a ticket, or so, and her
success substantially helped the Association's funds, which
are not too strong. The presentation of prizes to the lucky
winners caused much pleasure and the Association warmly
thanks the donors of the prizes for their splendid
generosity.

EX "B" COMPANY, 5tli BATTALION

A

RRANGEMENTS are now complete for two of our
big events of the season, the first of which takes
place at the Pengc Drill Hall, Parish Lane, on
Saturday, May 5th. This is the Stag Party, otherwise known
as our Spring Reunion, when till exmembers of the Coy.
are not only invited, but more or less detailed, to attend—
plus any subscriber to the " Bangers' Gazette " outside the
C'oy., who may wish to join us. Much as we love the
ladies, this is an occasion when ladies are not welcome,
which brings us to the second of our events, on the 26th
of May, when ladies are very welcome indeed, to our
dance at "The Green Man," Catford. Dancing and a
general gettogether commence at 7.30 p.m. and continue
until midnight. Admission is by ticket only, which are
2/6 each and may be obtained from Len Clarke, at 62.
Summerfickl Street. S.E. 12, and various other sources.
The Stag Party, of course, carries no price of admission,
and starts promptly at 7 p.m.
We held one of our rare Committee Meetings during
last month, and got through quite a lot of business con
nected with the above events—details of the Stag were
buttoned up. and the general programme for the Dance
was agreed.

A most refreshing interlude came when Capt. K.
Kurowoski, who had served in the famous 8th Army,
played a selection of works by Chopin on the piano.

At our meeting on the first Saturday in March, we
had our usual informal gathering and were very pleased,
not to say surprised, to find our old C.S.M.—Percy Wells
—arrive from " Welsh Wales " to see us. He is now the
complete copper type, but is otherwise completely
unchanged. Unfortunately, he couldn't stay till the finish,
but promised a further and longer visit in the near future.

He seemed to put his whole heart and soul in inter
preting the thoughts of his famous compatriot and right
well did he succeed, for with half closed eyes, the magic
and beauty of those lovely themes and melodies poured
forth from fingers full of expression, and created a lovely
atmosphere, which transported us all to other worlds and
times.
His most appreciative listeners demanded encores,
which he willingly gave.

Under our new Beehive Regulations, practically all
present at this meeting were promoted to Bees, and as a
result of that meeting, we have several " Busy Bees." We
haven't yet noticed any pronounced rush to the notice
board to see the latest Part II Orders, but wc suspect that
the present surreptitious glances will soon be replaced by
more pronounced interest when the " scores" begin to
mount and the competition becomes keener, as it will do
as we draw close to the presentation of the Tankard.

Our President, Maj. A. J. Jimenez, M.C., arrived with
Capt. Hall and received a warm welcome from his com
rades, for all were very pleased to see him again.

There is nothing further to report this time, so don't
forget the following: —

Others present were our happy Chairman, L. G. Eves,
Esq., whose term of office is nearly over and who has done
good and loyal service for the Association; Capt. A. V. D.

STAG PARTY : 5th May. Pcnge Drill Hall, Parish Lane.
SOCIAL DANCE :
26th May, "The Green Man,"

Catford.
" Nightingale."
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CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

T

HE General Meeting, held at the " Ravensbourne,"
on Wednesday, 14th March, 1951. was a very happy
one, in spite of a poor attendance.
Business items were dealt with quickly and efficiently,
when it was finally decided to hold the Branch's first social
function to celebrate its first year of existence on Friday.
11th May, 1951. at the Branch Headquarters, and will
consist of a Supper and Social, priced at 7/6 per head, as
it was felt that the Branch could not risk a possible loss
on the previously arranged Dinner and Dance. A tribute
will be paid at this function to Albert Medhurst, the
originator of the Branch, whose support in many ways has
been very real and truly appreciated.
Messrs. Len Clarke and Harry Lake both spoke of the
very successful Social and Dance which the 11th Bn.
Association held recently, whilst the writer knows full well
how " Bob " Hale enjoyed the evening.
The coach outing to Dymchurch details were finally
settled and a very happy day is anticipated. The Chairman
and Hon. Treasurer made short reports on the P. and P.
A.G.M.. details of which will shortly be made known
through " The Q.O.G."
It was decided to book a coach for the Maidstone
Reunion, 15th July, when the Catford Branch will, it is
hoped, appear in full strength.
Mr. Len Remfrey, London Branch, was introduced to
the members and who stated how happy he was to be
present and hoped that the Branch would prosper.
The Chairman welcomed Mr. George Carter to the
membership of the Branch and hoped that he would enjoy
the comradeship the Branch offered.
The rest of the evening was employed in darts, which
all present enjoyed. The revenge match with the Catford
Wanderers' Sports Club at darts took place on Friday, 16th
March, at Branch H.Q., and a thoroughly sporting and
enjoyable evening resulted.
Proceedings opened with two fouraside games, first
of which was won by the Branch team composed of Sid
Terry, Bob Hale, Harry Lake and "Winnie," a lady who
deputised for genial Joe Sanders, who was late on parade
(unforeseen circumstances, etc.). and who threw the winning
dart—a doubleseven.
The second Branch team, made up of Charlie Bailey.
Len Clarke, Harry Masked and Stan Knight, lost the next
game on the doubleone. Honours even, the match proper
started with the two Branch teams combined, together with
Joe Sanders and Jim Chart. Good throwing by most of the
players was seen, though Charlie Bailey lost the skill which
marked his previous efforts, but the Branch team made a
great improvement compared with its performance at the
first match and held grimly on, but lost, by 270. the first
leg. The improvement was maintained during the second
leg. which our gallant Chairman won for his side with a
good shot in the doubletwo against a doubefive wanted
by the Wanderers—a feat which puts fresh heart into the
locals.
An interval was then observed, whilst sandwiches, etc..
were dispensed with. Joe and Harry Lake endeavoured
to entertain the guests with "Harmonies" on the piano,
as a raffle proceeded, won by a visitor, and very nice, too.
The deciding leg started with both sides well keyed up
and proceeded very evenly and was anyone's game through
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out until the vital throw. A doublesixteen was missed by
the Hon. Secretary, Catford Branch, and that was the end.
for his opposite number, the Wanderers' Secretary, got the
desired number in three good throws, and we lost again,
but not disgraced, for all members did very well.
All present agreed that it was a most happy evening
and so arrangements were made on the spot for matches to
take place each month; the next will take place at the
Wanderers' H.Q., which we all look forward to, hoping to
do better.
Good wishes to all Branches.
" Ravensbourne."

CHATHAM BRANCH

O

UR monthly meeting, held on Monday, March 5th,
was fairly well attended. The Branch Chairman,
Mr. A. J. Williams, opened the meeting at 7.45 p.m..
welcoming those present, with a special welcome for All'
Tapp, M.C., after his recent illness.
Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. J.
Munden, E. Goudie and Stonham. Minutes of February
5th were read and confirmed. The Treasurer's Report was
approved. Correspondence was read from Maidstone
Branch re their Annual Dinner on April 7th. Joe Wright
reported on the meeting of the Central Committee.
Members are asked to make a note of the date of the
Annual Reunion—Sunday, July 15th.
The Branch Annual Outing will take place on Sunday,
August 12th, by coach to Eastbourne. As coach accommo
dation is limited, members arc advised to book their seats
at once, with G. Anchors, 49. Burnt Oak Terrace, Gilling
ham. to whom monthly payments can be made at the meet
ings. All payments must be completed by July 2nd.
In my reference to Alf Tapp in the February, 1951,
issue of " Q.O.G.", I stated. " He paraded at Shorneliffe in
1891 as a boy and in 1901, on his return from India."
Alf has further advised me that he enlisted in 1889, so
lor 1891 "young soldier" would be more correct. In 1891
he was in Malta and returned from there in 1892.
Maj. Brothers said he was pleased to see more present,
but the room was still not full enough.
The booby prize was won by Mr. Munch in.
Meeting closed, 8.45 p.m.
The monthly meeting of the Branch, held at the Drill
Hall, on Monday, April 2nd. was fairly well attended
(there is still room for quite a number). The Chairman,
Mr. C. J. Williams, opened the meeting at 8 p.m.
Apologies were received from Maj. Brothers, G. Lyons,
J. Smith, G: Smith, Kcnnett and Stonham. Minutes of 5th
March were read and confirmed.
Joe Wright submitted" the Financial Statement, which
was approved. Correspondence was read from R.S.M.
Hayley, Maj. R. W. Brothers and Col. Eason.
The Report of Central Committee Meeting of 3rd
March was read and contents noted.
Three dates for your diary:
15th July—Regimental Reunion.
12th August—Branch Outing to Eastbourne; 8/.
Book up now.
20th October—" Gettogether " at the Depot.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
Mr. T. Beadle, exC.S.M., 4th Bn., was admitted to
Life Membership.
The booby prize was won by Maj. H. M. Smith.
Joe Wright appealed to members to pass the word on
about the Outings and the Monthly Meetings.
Meeting closed at 8.45 p.m. Next Meeting. 7th May.
G. H. Anchors.
Brunch Correspondent.

LONDON BRANCH

T

HE usual meeting not taking place until the 30th
March, I am wondering when this contribution will
reach the Editor. With Mr. Elson in the Chair, 27
members were present and, once again, including Col. B. L.
Clay. O.B.E. A letter was read from Maj. A. S. Bredon
stating he was unable to attend.
It was with great pleasure we welcomed two more
new members, and from their popularity, a great asset to
the Branch. The first, Maj. Charlie Bruce, although still
on leave and residing at Romford, Essex, decided that he
must soon get into business and, we are happy to state, a
real business man. Of course, the other new member is
a buddy of his—Mr. Trevor Thomas, once the Sgt.Master
Cook of the 1st Bn. in India. Roll up ! We have room
for many more new members.
With only a week from our meeting until the kind
invitation from the Maidstone Branch to their Annual
Dinner, it meant some quick moves, but in conjunction with
the Catford Branch, we shall be in strength with a full
coachload. A report was rendered by our representatives
to the Central Committee Meeting and it was decided that
wc must book our coach for the Reunion on the 15th July.
Mr. Edwards kindly offered his services as Branch
Welfare and Sick Visitor for the Greater London Area,
and this was gladly accepted.
Providing we arc not too late we shall be moving our
Headquarters to more congenial surroundings at the
" Cranbourne," Leicester Square, and hope to cater for
many who find the trip to Pimlico rather a drag. The
final proposal was that this being a very special year, we do
our best for a London Reunion during the " Festival of
Britain," and with 'phone messages passing it was there
and then decided to " have a go." This will take place at
the Bridge House Restaurant, London Bridge, on Saturday.
8th Septembr, 1951. This is not intended as a Branch
function, but a " Gettogether," and although the work
will fall on us on the spot, we rely on support from our
comrades, both far and near, to make it a success, so
please book the date.
" One Wave."
*

*

*

At the monthly meeting of the London Branch, " The
Queen's Own " Past and Present, 1 proposed that this not
only being " Festival of Britain " year, but the 40th Anni
versary of our Association—a good opportunity for
members having a final look round the Festival to join us
in an evening " Gettogether."
Owing to the heavy bookings, it was left to me to make
all the preliminary arrangements, the final details being
decided by a committee at a later date. Hoping to receive
the fullest support from all Branches as well as individual

members of " The Queen's Own " and to allow for coach
parties, etc., to be arranged, here are details to date: A
Social and Dance, with running buffet, will be held on
Saturday, the 8th September. 1951. at the Bridge House
Restaurant. London Bridge, S.E. 1, from 7 to 11 p.m. Price
of tickets, 8/. The restaurant is situated by London
Bridge Station, and besides the running of cheap day
tickets, trains leave to all parts of Kent at times after the
function. It is pointed out that the price of tickets only
includes hire of hall and catering and that the London
Branch, as your hosts, will meet all overhead charges, such
as band, printing, postage, etc. Tickets are now in print,
so send your requirements to our Secretary, Mr. W. A.
Cole. 23. Hertford Street. London, W.I.

LONDON BRANCH, "THE QUEEN'S OWN"
PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION

O

SPECIAL NOTICE

UR Branch meetings, held on the last Friday of the
month will, commencing FRIDAY, 25TH MAY, 1951.
be held at " THE CRANBOURNE ," I, UPPER ST.
MARTIN'S LANE, LONDON, W.C.2. This is situated at the
corner of Long Acre and Upper St. Martin's Lane and
next door to the Arts Theatre, being very close to Leicester
Square Underground Station, quite easy to reach from any
part of London. At this meeting final coach bookings for
the Annual Reunion at Maidstone will be made.
Any member of " The Queen's Own" will be
welcomed.

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

O

UR forthcoming Annual Dinner has in no way dis
turbed the activity of the Maidstone Branch during
March and a rather weaker team than usual turned
out to compete in the Maidstone Joint Council of ex
Service Associations' games evening on 6th March, versus
our friendly rivals, the Royal Naval Association (Maid
stone Branch). Although we lost this match through the
extraordinary clever play of a R.N. darts thrower, we all
had a very pleasant evening, which was rounded off with
how we intended to " beat 'em up " in the small bore match,
which took place the following week.
As forecast, this particular small bore match proved
to be the most exciting during the whole season, and we
are all very pleased indeed to proclaim ourselves
"Champions of the Maidstone Joint Council of ex
Servicc Small Bore Association for 1950/51." lt had
previously been arranged that a social evening would follow
this matcch in the Sgts'. Mess and teams assembled earlier
than usual. Both teams turned out at full strength, with
the best material at their disposal. Teams of eight, with
two competitiors from each team on the firing point at the
same time. On the first count the Royal Navy had gained
a lead of seven points—this was most unexpected, since
both of our fircrs had been maintaining a consistently good
average throughout. After the next pairs had fired we
had managed to gain a lead of three points, in spite of a
return of 84 by one of the enemy. Our next pair, which
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the selection of worthy awards it is often

difficult indeed to find "just the right thing". The
Goldsmiths & Silversmiths Company have long
had the pleasure of supplying trophies for all
sports and will be pleased to submit ideas for the
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included a fine 87 by Norman Dumbrell to equal the
previous highest score in the competition, gave us a com
fortable lead of 44. The Royal Navy did not let up and
their last pair managed to reduce the difference to 29 points.
The final scores being Royal Naval Association, 504 points;
Maidstone Branch, "The Queen's Own" Past and Present.
533. A very creditable performance, having gone through
out the season without losing a match. The final table
was as follows: —
Total
Average
score.
per
Fired. W. L.
Points.
firer.
R.W.K. P. & P. Assn. 6
6
0
2,744
5712
R. Naval Assn. . . .. 6
5
1
2,596
5400
R.A.M.C. Assn. .. .. 6
4
2
2,338
4862
R.A.S.C. Assn
6
3800
2
4
1.778
Old Contemptibles . . 6
2
3400
4
1,632
R.A. Assn. ......
6
2
1.484
3087
4
R.A.F. Assn
789
.. 4
0
4
2463

A

"BUMPER"

PROPOSITION

REGIMENTAL CAR BADGE

In all. 14 members took part in the competition, but
the regular eight consisted of the following: Messrs. F.
Barham, J. Sergison, W. Ludford, J. Wells, J. Hendrick,
N. Dumbrell. H. W. Maxlow and C/Sgt. S. Ringc. J. Wells
and N. Dumbrell are to be congratulated on obtaining the
highest individual score throughout the competition, having
both obtained a score of 87. F. Barham returned highest
average with 7200.
On the 16th March we held our usual monthly meeting
and mustered 33. At this meeting it was confirmed that
we would entertain Boughton Monchelsea to a games and
social, following our next meeting on 20th April, when we
sincerely hope we shall be able to give a better performance
at indoor games than we did at Boughton earlier in the
year. Other items discussed included a proposal that the
Branch organize a sweepstake during this summer and it
was agreed to do so on "The King George VPs and
Queen Elizabeth's Battle of Britain Slakes." which is to be
run at Ascot on Saturday, 21st July.
Another proposition was that we have an outing to
the sea. Dymchurch was proposed as well as Ramsgate,
the latter seemed to be more favourable—of course, it
depends on availability of transport, which we hope we
shall be able to arrange. It is some time since the Branch
had a day by the sea.
Many members spent a very pleasant evening at the
Regimental Depot Sgts'. Mess Dance on Saturday, 31st
March. Three members of the Branch were fortunate and
drew lucky numbers in the raffle. Mr. T. Slator secured a
bottle of whisky; Bill Ladell, a fine rabbit; and our Vice
Chairman (R.S.M. A. J. Hayley) had the choice of the
third or fourth prizes (cigarettes or chocolates).
We are now all looking forward to our Annual Dinner,
which is to take place next weekend. We are looking
forward to meeting many of our friends from other
Branches and hope we have a really good evening.
DATES TO NOTE:

Friday, 20th April, 1951.—Branch Meeting, Sgts'.
Mess, Regimental Depot, 7.15 p.m. This meeting
will be followed by a games and social versus
Boughton Monchelsea Club.
Friday, 18th May, 1951.—Branch Meeting, Sgts'. Mess,
Regimental Depot, 7.45 p.m.

A fresh stock of Regimental Car Badges has been
received. If you have not already ordered one. NOW is the
time to do so.
The badge, in silver metal, is set on the background of
the Regimental Colours and the remainder is in chrome
plated metal.
The cost is 30/6 each, post free. Cheques or Postal
Orders should accompany the order and should be made
payable to The Editor, " The Queen's Own Gazette."
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following journals: —
The Manchester Gazette:
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The Sapper;
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Ca Ira.
The R.A.O.C. Journal;
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PATRON :

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OP KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O..

O.B.E.

ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT :
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B.. O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN :
COLONEL W. V. PALMER.
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER :
LT.COL. A. A. EASON,
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
COMMITTEE :
Branch Representatives :
Bromley—Mr. S. G. Lewis, 89, College Road, Bromley, Kent.
Chatham—Mr. J. E. Wright, Royson, 43, Biaker
Rochester.

Avenue,

Tonbridge & Tunbridge Wells—Mr. W. Pollard, 20. Windmill
Street, Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
Battalion Representatives, including Affiliated Battalions

Catford & District—Mr. S. J. Terry, 74, Brockhill Crescent,
Brockley, S.E.4.

6th

Deptford and District Branch—Mr. J. W. Reed, 55, Berthon
Street, Deptford, London, S.E.8.

7th Battalion—Mr. C. T. Pratt, 23, Salisbury Road, Maidstone,
Kent.

Gravesend—Mr. W. T. Nichols, 61, King's Drive, Gravesend,
Kent

8th

London—Mr. W. A. Cole, 23, Hertford Street, Park Lane,
London W.l.
Maidstone—Mr. H. Carman, "Quetta," BouglitonMonchelsea,
Kent.

10th Battalion—Mi. Stanford, 10, Bramble Close, Maidstone,
Kent.

Sevenoaks—Mr. C. Culver, 20, Lime Tree Walk, Sevenoaks.
Shorncliffe—Mr. E. W. N. Elvy, 235, Cheriton High Street,
Cheriton, Folkestone

Battalion—Mr. C.
Orpington, Kent.

Battalion—Mr. A.
Wallington, Surrey.

Savers,

E.

59.

Scrase,

Grasmere

23,

Morton

Gardens,

Gardens.

11th Battalion—Mr. L. W. Dawson, 6, Bramley Way, West.
Wickham, Kent.
20th

London Regt., O.C.A.—Mr.
Nutlev. Sussex.

J . Mingay. Forest Crest

Additional Member :
Mr. M. R. Audsley, M.S.M., 54, Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Home Guard Battalions Affiliated :
26th County of London Battalion Home Guard, Old Com
rades' Association, 19, Conberra Rd., Bexley Heath, Kent.

Sevenoaks Home Guard, Old Comrades' Association, The
Red House, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Penshurst & District Home Guard, Old Comrades' Associa
tion, Bassetts, Chiddlngstone Causeway, Nr. Tonbridge.

"C" Company. 14th Battalion Kent Home Guard, Old Com
rades' Association, 22, St. Werburgh Crescent, Hoo, Nr.
Rochester, Kent.

Collier Street Home Guard, Old Comrades'
Collier Street. Nr. Marden, Kent

22nd London Battalion Home Guard. Old Comrades' Asso
ciation. Building A 85. Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, London
S.E.18.

Association,

Rochester Branch Home Guard, Old Comrades' Association,
85, St. Margaret's Street, Rochester, Kent.

Shorne Branch, 15th Battalion, Kent Home Guard, Mr. A.
Swaisland, Dairy Farm, Shorne, near Gravesend.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions
a r e : Life Membership: Officers £2/10/0; Other Ranks 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers 5/; Other Ranks 1/.
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist
those in distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available at a cost of 2 / - to Life Members.
All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Roval West
Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
 Quo Pas et Gloria ducunt." The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."
The White Horse of Kent with the motto " invicta."
"Vimiera." " Corunna," " Almarez," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " Punniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwal," " Sobraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1P19."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" Mons," " Le Cateau." "Retreat from Mons," " Marne. 1914," " Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914. T7," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill GO," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg." "Loos,"
" Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " FlersCourcelette,
" Morval." " Th'iepval." " Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18" "Arras, 1917 18." " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917.
" Oppy," " Pilckem," " Langemarck. 1917," " Menin Road," " Polygon Wood," " Broodseinde," " Passchendaele.y " Cambrai.
1917 '18" "St Quentin," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villei's Bretonneux." " Lys," " Hazebrouck," Kemmel," "Amiens," " Bapaume.
1918'," "Hindenburg Line," " Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal." " Courtrai," " Selle," " Sambre." "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy. 191718," " Suvla." "Landing at Suvla." " Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," "Rumani," "Egypt.
191516."' " Gaza," " El Mughar." " Jerusalem." " Jericho," " Tell 'Asur," " Palestine. 191718." " Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" Sharqat," " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association. The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record Office—Warwick.
Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The Carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment (M.G.)
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces:
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
4th Bn. (T.A.)

Battalions:
F.A.R.E.L.F.
Tonbridge.

ColonelinChief. H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent. C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver. C.B.. O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major C. H. Keenlyside

" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with a
Unit of the Regiment, should address their MSS. to the SubEditor of the Battalion with which they are serving; otherwise
direct to the Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone. The Editor cannot undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite request
is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of address.

.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.B.
Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B., M.C.
Talbot, TV E. B. D.S.O., M.C.

Appointments

MAJORS
MAJORS

BoothTucker, J. M. D
Heygate, E. S., Af.C
Martyn, A
Andrews, D. H., M.C
Jackson, L. P. W
Elliott, G. G., D.S.O
Brooke, H. J. s., O.B.B
Hazleton, B. E., D.S.O., M.C. ..
Pawcett, G. P
Spurr, E. C.
Stoneham, B. J. R
Keenlyside, C. H
Moss, R. E
Fyler, A. R
Buckle, P. C. M
Flint, A. J. M., M.B.E
Crook, P. E., O.B.E
Read, M. R., Af.C
Butler, R., M.B.E., M.C
Stanyon, T. T. W
Grove, M. R. L., Af.C. ..
Jackson, D. W
Thomas, R. C. W., O.B.B.
Bailey, J. D. B
Archer, M. G. M., Af.C
Rickoord, M. B
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse, R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H
Faulkner, D. O

'
..
..

(T/Lt.Col.) 214 Group H.Q.. R.P.C.,
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) 4/R.W.K.
(T/Col.) U.S. Command and Staff
College, U.S.A.
(T/Lt.Col.) A. A. G. Western Comd.
H.C.G.T.C. (Holdee).
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Standing President C.M., H.Q., H.C.D.
Depot, R.W.K.
2/K.A.R., E. Africa.
(T/Lt.Col.) H.Q. Land Forces
Hong Kong.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
H.C.G.T.C.
Grn. Adjt. Gibraltar.
M.A., Paris.
1/Para. Regt.
G.S.O. II Eastern Comd.
Language Course, Hong Kong.
Middle East—Centre of Arab Studies
1/R.W.K.
1/R.F., B.A.O.R.
l /Middlesex.
R.A.F. staff College.
Mons, O.C. Sch.

CAPTAINS
Manners, D. O. J
Waring, H. B. H. ..
Eason, J. A., T.D.
Brock, J. H., T.D
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. O. D.
Weymouth, G. U„ M.B.E.
Dover, V., Af.C
Clarke, H. W.
White, R. K.,
Willis, C. F
{toper, I. H., Af.C
Monckton, D., Af.C., TJ>.
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A
Woodman, E. G., M.C. ..
Hunting, K. M
Burke, R. A., Af.C.
Henning, P.
Wilson, J. B
Ambrose, W. G. R. ...
Ruffell, D
Macmillan, H. A
Blum. D. E
Franklin, A. W
Winstanley, R. G.
Osborne, E. C. S. ..
Shearbum, S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J. .. 
Clarke, C. S.
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Bosworth, P. R.
Dodson, K
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

.. Adjt. S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
.. (T/Maj.) B.M., 133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
.. 1/Nigeria Rgt., W.A.
(T/Maj.) Mons. O.O. Sch.
.. (T/Maj.) Staff College.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. (T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
.. H.G.B.T.C.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 2/3 (K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
.. 1/Sierra Leone Regt., W.A.
H.Q. SubArea, Nairobi.
.. 4/R.W.K.
.. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt., T.A.
.. Min. of Supply.
.. Depot R.W.K.
.. Staff College.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. H.C.G.T.C.
.. Att. C.O.D., Ashford.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. Grn. Adjt. Nairobi SubArea.
.. H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
.. Eaton Hall, O.C. Sch.
.. G.S.O. Ill H.C. Dist.
.. 1/Para. Regt.
LIEUTENANTS
W Afri/ru
!! H.Q. inf. Bde, F.A.R.E.L.F.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. (T/Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
.. IT/Oapt.) A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
.. 1/R.WJK.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. Depot R.W.K. (Holdee).
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.

Beale, K. S
Langhorne, J. P
Stock, P. R
Leigh, P. S
Howlett, G. H. W.

2ND LIEUTENANTS
1/R.W.K.
'.. 1/R.W.K.
1/R W.K.
1/R.W.K.
..
.. 1/R.W.K.

Pond, B. A., M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E.. Af.Af.
Blake, A. G., M.B.E.

QUARTERMASTERS
..
.. (Major) Depot.
..
(Capt) 1/R.W.K.
..
.. (Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

Names
Thrift, K. G., O.B.E. ..
Allen, R. H. D., Af.C., T.D.

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M., B.A.O.R.
D.A.D.P.R., B.A.O.R.

. CAPTAINS
Trumper, J. M. S. W
Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Rgt.
Thornton, A. S
P. & E.E., Pendine
Grimshaw, W
(T/Maj.) 4/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
Russell, H. C., Af.C., D.C.Af. .. B.A.O.R.
Holman, L. J.
..
.. (T/Lt.Col.) Army Ops. Research Gp..
Cox, A. G
?
Marsh, H. W
Grn. Adm. Unit Celle, B.A.O.R.
De Havilland, V
H.Q., S.P.S.
Miller, D. s
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Bell, T. D
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
Douris, I. A.
..
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
Evans, E. A
S/Capt. A. Fd. Records..
Desmond, M. F
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.)
Galilee, R. J., M.C.
..
. . Depot R.W.K.
BrooksHarrington, E. W.
West Africa
Mugford, N. D
S/Capt. War Office Q6.
Burbridge, I. C
Adm. Offr. No. 2 Army Basic Trades
Centre.
Huckle, G. S
S/Capt. A.G.3 (a) War Office.
Gibbons. A. ..
H.C.G.T.C. (Holdee).
Carr, A. S. A
Att. War Office.
Fitzpatrick, J. N
S.P. Establishment.
Deed, E. A.
.. 1/R.W.K.
Jones, F. J
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
Mannering, L. A.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
Mott.'D, H., Af.Af. ..
..
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.,
McDowell, P. B
S/Oapt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.

Waters, B. O. H.
Andrews, L. G
Allen, w. D.
Mansfield, A. P
Abplanalp, V. C. ..
Ellwood, K. S
Allberry, R. i. ..
Davis, B. A
Dinsdale, J. W.
—
Scouller, J. A
Marshall, E. J

..

LIEUTENANTS
1/R.W.K.
B.A.O.R. 'R' List.
Wessex G.T.O.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
.. Depot & Trg. Est. R.M.P.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
.. (T/Capt.) P.S.S. Lingfield.
4/Maiay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
.. H.O.G.T.C.
H.C.G.T.C.
101 Pro. Coy. R.M.P., B.A.O.R.

QUARTERMASTERS
Watts. A. E., M.B.E., T.D.
.. (Major) HO.G.T.C.
Cook, E. S
(Capt.) Depot R.W.K.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash, W., M.B.E., T.D.
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Jackson, L. F. W.
Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Bird, O. W. L., T.D.
Coombes, A. H„ T.D.

Roper, I. H., Af.C. (Adjt.).
Ford, A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

MAJORS
'
Meyrick, K. C„ T.D.
Stocker, J. D., Af.C., T.D.
Coath, T. c.
CAPTAINS
Large, J. L.
Merchant, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.

LIEUTENANTS
Pennells, H. D. A.
VanHasselt, M.

Bobby, J.
CalverJones, J.
Hall. p. R.

2ND LIEUTENANTS
Duggan, H. R.
Nash, W. M. K.

Atkins, G. A. H.
Baker, L. B. C.

QUARTERMASTER.
Blake, A. G. (Capt.), Af.B.E.

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
Leys, C. T. (2/Lieut.).

Maclay. J. N. (2/Lieut.).
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Social and Personal

^Editorial
DEDICATION—BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

T

HE Dedication of (he Book of Remembrance for
those members of the Regiment who lost their lives
during the 193945 War will take place during the
Reunion Service on Sunday, 15th July. It is hoped that
the attendance this year will be a record.
*

*

*

The Regimental Dinner takes place at the Junior
United Services' Club, Charles II Street, S.W.I, on Friday,
15th June. The Colonel of the Regiment hopes as many
members of the Dinner Club as possible will attend. The
" At Home " is being held at the Savoy Hotel the same
afternoon.
*

*

*

We are indebted to Lt.Col. J. F. Connolly, D.S.O.,
and Officers, 1st Bn., The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regt.),
for permitting their Band to play during the Reunion.
*
*
*
We publish, on page 107, details of the 13th Annual
Reunion.
" Members who require lunch are requested to apply for
tickets (price 4/) as soon as possible as the number avail
able is limited.
*

*

*

We are also indebted to Lt.Col. R. A. Buchanan
Dunlop, O.B.E., The Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) for
presenting the Decorations, Medals and sundry other effects
of interest, of his uncle, the late Col. H. D. Buchanan
Dunlop, C.M.G., D.S.O., to the Regimental Museum.

T

HE current issue of " The London Gazette " records
the fact that Maj. and QrMr. R. C. E. Mines,
M.B.E., has been appointed Staff QuarterMaster
on the E.R.E. List.
We offer Maj. Mines our congratulations and good
wishes and hope that he will find time to visit us when
opportunity occurs.
*

REGIMENTAL GOLF

*

T

HE Regimental Golf Meeting was held at Littlestone
on April 29th, followed by the usual match against
The Buffs on the following day. Unfortunately, the
weather was foul for the whole weekend and eventually
the foursomes on Sunday afternoon had to be called off.
On the first day, Lt.Col. Scott was in fine form to
win the cup for the best scratch score. Col. Clay won
both the handicap and bogey cups.
The results of the singles against The Buffs were:
THE BUFFS.
" THE QUEEN'S OWN."
SCORE.
SCORE.
v. Maj. Ravenhill .. 0 8 &
1 Lt.Col. Scott
0 Col. Wingfield

0

1
1
0

3

v. Capt. V. Collins ..
v. Col. Crookenden ..
I'. R. H. Haselden ..
v. Lt.Col. Jelf
v. R. H. Thomas ..
v. Capt. V. Newton
Moss

*

*

Brig. G. Ingham spent a night at the Depot recently.
Now that he has an appointment on the Staff of Eastern
Command, we hope he will often call in on the Depot.
*

*

*

Col. F. H. Hancock, accompanied by Lt.Col. H. E,
Scott, paid us a visit recently. Both were looking very fit
and full of vigour.
*

*

*

Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E., spent a little time with us.
His present occupation is a roving one, and in consequence,
he meets many members of the Regiment in various
countries and is thus able to keep us informed of the
doings of many officers of " The Queen's Own " serving
overseas.
*

*

*

Capt. H. G. Rogers dropped in a few days ago; he
was looking extremely well.
*

*

Stratford
Maj. Hancock
Col. MerlottChitty
Maj. Thatcher
Col. Clay
Maj. Keenlyside

*

*

*

We had a letter from Lt.Col. E. J. Newall from
Tanganyika. He informs us that he has heard from Capt.
Baseley, who is serving with the Prisons Department in
that country.

4

0

*

Col. D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C., has returned from
his duties with the United Kingdom Liaison Staff in New
Zealand. We understand that he is taking up an appoint
ment in the U.K. and that details of his appointment will
be forthcoming soon.

1
1
1

5
8
5
0 5
0 3
1

4

&
&
&
&
&

2 &

*

*

We are glad to say that Lt.Col. E. F. Moulton
Barrett, O.B.E., M.C., will be attending the Regimental
Dinner again this year. He proposes to visit the Depot
to see how we are getting on, and what changes have taken
place since he was in command here. Unfortunately, he
will not be here for the Annual Reunion, as he goes abroad
again before that function takes place.
*

*

*

Lt. B. A. Davis is en route to the U.K. from Malaya
to attend a Regular Commissions Board. Commenting on
the 1st Bn., he states: "The first blood to the Regiment
was very pleasing news, they have a good area and we
hope the score will continue to rise. I hope to visit them
before my departure and renew some old friendships."
*
*
*
Maj. A. H. Taylor, M.C., T.D., has returned from
B.A.O.R.; his address is now: Hellings Farm, Bathealton,
Wivelscombe, Somerset.
*

*

*

Maj. R. E. Moss, writing from Nyasaland, says: " My
" Q.O.G.s " always arrive and I love getting them. I like
the new cover very much. This year I have to go for a
few months to Salisbury to train Rhodesian recruits, so T
will see Brig. N. I. Whittv again.
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" We get a lot of visitors here from Nairobi, which is
thousands of miles away, but I think Zomba attracts them
as it is very beautiful here and everything much more
unsophisticated than Tanga, Kenya or Uganda. I was
alarmed when someone here told me that the ' Devon
shire ' had sent out an S.O.S. Thank goodness it was later
all right. We've very nearly completed our second year
here and still like it."
*

*

general comment is that it is so personal, that it is always
interesting."
*

*

>

*

*

We offer our congratulations to Col. D. J. Dean, V.C.,
who has been appointed a Justice of the Peace in the
county of Kent.
*

*

*

ExSgt. Turpin was met recently in London by an
officer of the Regiment in the vicinity of Buckingham
Palace. Sgt. Turpin is now a Detective Inspector in the
Metropolitan Police and on the occasion mentioned was on
duty. He hopes to be at the Annual Reunion in July.
*
*
*
An old soldier of the 1st Bn., No. 8822, J. H. Stokes,
paid us a visit whilst in Maidstone on duty from Dover,
where he is employed on the Western Heights. He joined
the 1st Bn. in 1907 and was invalided in 1917. He came
back and was finally released in 1919.
*

*

OBITUARY

*

Lt.Col. L. F. W. Jackson, successor to Lt.Col.
Brounlie also spent a few days here. We wish him good
luck in his new command.
*

*

*

Lt.Col. C. A. de B. Brounlie, M.C., who is shortly
handing over command of the 4th Bn., visited the Depot a
few days ago. He is taking up an appointment in the
Middle East. We wish him success in his new appointment.
*

*

We hear that Maj. R. C. W. Thomas, O.B.E., has been
appointed G.S.O. 2, H.Q., 1 Commonwealth Division,
Korea, and that he will be sailing on the 23rd May.
We wish him the best of luck and hope that he will
find time to give us his impressions of Korea.

*

His Worship the Mayor of Maidstone has been the
recipient of a letter from Mr. E. Adams, 44, Roberts Road,
Woodstock, South Africa, who is anxious to obtain a
blazer badge of " The Queen's Own." Mr. Roberts states
he is a member of several exservice men's unions who
have never seen the badge of his old Regiment, and being
proud of it, he would like to show them the badge to let
them know out there that there is such a glorious Regiment.
*
*
*
Maj. J. A. Eason, who is serving with the 1st Bn.,
Nigeria Regt., writing under date 16th April, 1951, tells us
that as Maj. Grimshaw was to leave Nigeria the following
week, he visited him. He was in good form, as also was
his family, and they are looking forward to visiting the
Depot shortly. " Although Grimshaw has been out here
for some time, it was our first meeting, as he has always
been away at Enugu.
" I see in " The Q.O.G." that Geoff Winstanley is out
this way. Can you, please, give me his address.
The 1st Bn., Nigeria Regt. was presented with new
Colours by the Governor in January last. It was interest
ing to see five members of " The Queen's Own " on parade
that day—Capt. Mannering, Capt. Mansfield, 2/Lt.
Johnstone, C/Sgt. Jones and myself.
" I thought the last " Q.O.G." was excellent. We all
look forward to its out here, and a number of officers
from other regiments cannot understand how it is that the
Regiment can produce such a good magazine monthly. The

EXC/SGT . D.

D

L.

JOHNSON.

OMINIC LIONEL JOHNSON , exc /Sgt. of "B "

Coy., of The Queen's Own, died on the 20th March,
1951, after a painful illness very bravely borne. He
was aged only fortyeight at the time of his death.
Don, as he was familiarly known to the Sgts'. Mess
was wellknown to all ranks of the Queen's Own between
the wars. His ability to entertain on the piano in Cpls'.
Rooms, Sgts'. Messes and even to running small dance
bands for the entertainment of the troops, was appreciated
by all.
Don enlisted in December, 1920, and a year later was
serving with the 50th in India, posted to Capt. A. K.
Searight's company, " A." Promotion came as time
passed and Don was C/Sgt. of " B" Coy. when the Bn.
arrived in U.K. after its term of service abroad. He had
been C/Sgt. to the present Brigadier R. A. Riddell, as well
as to the Editor, Lt.Col. A. A. Eason.
At the outbreak of war lie proceeded overseas with
the Bn. and was evacuated from Dunkirk. After promotion
to C.S.M., he was soon abroad again and served in North
Africa, going farther East to Burma with the 4th Bn. In
1944 he was commissioned to a Hospital Unit. This was
followed by promotion and transfer with a majority to the
Pakistan Army.
It was whilst serving with the Training School at Mhow
that the early signs of his illness became evident. He came
on leave to England and reported to Millbank Military
Hospital. In December he was warned that the illness was
to prove fatal and he must put his estate in order.
Despite this sentence of death Don kept up a brave
front right to the day of his passing. He was cheerful and
asked me a few days before his demise to tell those of his
comrades who had been able to visit him how grateful he
was for their coming to pass away his evenings with
reminiscences of the happy days we all spent in India, with
the 1st Bn.
He was accorded full military honours at his funeral.
He was buried at the Military Hospital, Brookwood, and in
addition to the representative from the Pakistan Army,
Messrs. S. J. Terry and T. Thomas represented the Regt.
Both are wellknown Grenadiers of the 1st Bn. between
the wars, and Don was, of course, associated with the
Grenadiers many years.
His family was represented by his brother, Mr. John
son and wife, and his brother and sistersinlaw.
The sympathy of the Queen's Own js extended to Mrs.
Johnson and family who are still in Tndia.
The Spider.
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13th ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERVICE PARADE, 15th JULY, 1951
March Off

11.00 a.m.—Parade

T

Route: Mill Street, High Street, Pudding Lane,
Museum Street, and then to Brenchley Gardens.
On arrival at Brenchley Gardens the Parade will be
led by guides to form three sides of a square, facing the
Regimental Cenotaph
Units will halt and turn inwards
in " threes " and stand at ease.
His Worship the Mayor of Maidstone and Members
of the Corporation will be in attendance.
The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will call
the Parade to "Attention." The "Last Post" will be
sounded, a two minute silence observed, followed by
" Reveille." Wreaths will then be laid on the Regimental
Cenotaph.
At the conclusion of the Service Units will march oil
led by a guide to Station Road, where the Band will be
formed up ready to return to Barracks via Sandling Road.

HE " Fall I n " will be sounded. All ranks will
form up in Close Column of Bns. in line facing
south.
Officers will parade with their respective Units. The
Senior Officer will take command.
Right Markers and Unit Notice Boards will be
in position in the following order: —
Branch and Bn. Standard
7th Bn.
Bearers.
8th Bn.
Depot
9th Bn.
1st Bn.
10th Bn.
2nd Bn.
11th Bn.
4th Bn.
12th Bn.
5th Bn.
20th London
6th Bn.
Home Guard.
Members who have served in more than one will
decide with which Unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding the Regimental Depot will
Command the Parade.

March Past
On arrival in Barracks the Colonel of the Regiment,
MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., will take the
Salute on the Barracks Square at the near corner of the
Officers' Mess.
The Officer Commanding each Bn. will give the com
mand "Eyes Right," and he alone will salute or remove
his headdress.
Standard Bearers, less their escort will form up on
either side of the Saluting Base.

11.15 a.m.—March Off
The Parade, headed by the Band, will move in
column of route, order as above. Route: Sandling Road,
Week Street, High Street, Mill Street, to All Saints' Church.

11.30 a.m.—Arrival at Church
On arrival at Church. Standard Bearers, Depot, 2nd
Bn., 5th Bn., 7th Bn., 11th Bn. and Home Guard will
enter the Church by the North entrance and will be con
ducted to their seats on that side of the Church. The
remaining Units will enter the Church by the South en
trance and will occupy seats on that side of the Church.
His Worship The Mayor of Maidstone, and members
of the Corporation, will be attending the Service.
Branch standard bearers will form up in pairs be
hind the font, leaving room for the Mayor's Procession
to pass, and will move up to the Altar when the Vicar
will receive the Standards and place them near the Altar.
Standards will be returned to the bearers in reverse
order on completion of the Service.
Front seats will be reserved for His Worship the
Mayor of Maidstone and party, for ladies and officers
in uniform.
During the course of the service the Lectern and the
Book of Remembrance of World War II will be dedicated.
Ladies wishing to attend the service at All Saints'
Church, should proceed independently.

Parade Outside Church in Mill Street

...

i

After the service, members are requested to leave the
church commencing from the front pew, and return to
Mill Street by the same route as they entered.
The Band and markers will be in position in Mill
Street, and Units will form up in column of " threes " in
reverse order of march facing High Street.

15.00 p.m.—Standard Bearers' Competition
The Standard Bearers' Competition will take place at
3 p.m., on the Back Field. Points will be allotted for the
cleanliness of equipment and Standard Bearer Drill.

Meals
A buffet lunch will be provided in the New Gymnasium
at a cost of 4/ per head. Members are requested to notify
their requirements to their local Branch Representatives.
Tickets may also be obtained on application to: The Hon.
Secretary, Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Cash should accompany the order. No applications lor
tickets will be considered after Monday, the 9th July, 1951.
Tea.—A buffet tea will be available from 4.0 p.m., in
the Old Gymnasium, at moderate prices.

Music
The Band will play on the Back
afternoon.

Field during the

Amusements
During the course of the afternoon children's races
will be organised and various other events, including a
" Band Race."
A " small bore " rifle competition will be held in the
Miniature Range. Prizes will be awarded lor: Ladies,
gentlemen and juveniles under 14 years.
Finally the Band and Drums will beat " Retreat."
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
,

3b, Stanwick Road,
, West Kensington*..
London, W.14.
29th April, 1951.

Dear Sir,
The Annual Kut Garrison Dinner was held at Slater's
Restaurant, The Strand, London, last evening, 28th April,
1951. There were eleven members of the Regiment (Kut
survivors) as undermentioned:
Messrs. Holzmere, Kingsmill, Cox, Willis, Spare,
Fishenden, Hockaday, Elliott, Palmer, Higbid,
Cheeseman.
It was nice to see the old faces again, after some 33
years, but there are others we would like to see of the old
Garrison. I especially noted that opposite me was a vacant
seat with a ticket which read, "J. W. White, Q.O.R.W.K;";
I wonder what happened to him. If you should read this,
Mr. White, all I can said is " Let's hear from you," because
we cannot lose you; we are anxious about you not turning
up. And again, if any of the Kut Garrison read this,
please get into touch with me, so as by next year (April
29th, 1952) we will have more faces to see. I know every
one of you would like to see the faces of those previously
mentioned.
. The whole lot of the party was so pleased to see each
other—there were officers and men of the different units
who all knew each other so well as they were ,all in the
same; boat, and all tried to share the many sorrows and few
joys.
I am also quite aware that many cannot afford to
come to the dinner, but after second thoughts, it may be the
expenses can be cut down considerablye in future, so as
our new Secretary said: "A lot of little.bits.of money
are better than a fat cheque."
. So we wish all readers the best of health and good
luck.
Yours sincerely,
G. H. Cheeseman.

Promotions arid Appointments
: . | EXTRACTS FROM LONDON GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY

Maj. (Qr.Mr.) R. C. E. Mines, M.B.E, (77372), from
R.W.K., to be Maj. (Qr.Mr.) on the E.R.E.. List
on appt. as Staff Qr.Mr., 1st May, 1951, retaining
his.,present seniority.
Capt. (Qr.Mr.) A. G. Blake, M.B.E. (216137), from
Short Serv. Commn., to be Lt. (Qr.Mr.), 1st May,
1951.
Lt. (Qr.Mr.) A. G. Blake, M.B.E. (216137), to be
Capt. (Qr.Mr.), 1st May, 1951.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION

2nd Lt J. A. Scouller (406123) to be Lt, 1st April, 1951.

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

Capt. (Hon. Maj.).H. D. ParsonsSmith (58525), from
Spec. List (exInd. Army) (Retd.), to .be .Capt.,
2nd May, 1951, retaining the hon. rank, of Maj.
TERRITORIAL ARMY

ROYAL REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY

Capt. Reginald Edward Condor Cocksedge (378599)
(Res. of Offrs., R.W.K.) to be Capt..,1 25th Jan.
1951, with seniority, 7th June, 1949.
R.W.K.
2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.) P. R. Hall (383343) to be Lt., 1st
April, 1951, with seniority, 17th October, 1949.
2nd Lt. William Michael Kirkcaldie Nash (390236),
from R.A.S.C. Emerg. Commn., to be 2nd Lt.,
1 
22nd November, 1950, with seniority, .28th
February, 1950.

MIDDLESEX REGIMENT

2nd Lt E. Clarke (406401), from T.A. Nat. Serv. List,
R.W.K., to be 2nd Lt., 30th January,. 1951, with
seniority, 15th October, 1949.

EFFICIENCY MEDAL (TERRITORIAL)

The following Officer is awarded the Efficiency Medal
(Territorial):
Lt. E. B. Hetherington (299544).

CADET FORCES' MEDAL

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
DEATHS
We regret to record the following deaths; unfortunately,
we are not in possession of full details: —
REARDON —At Deptford, on Sunday, 15th April, 1951,
Mr. Peter Reardon, late R.W.K. Deceased served in
the 1st Bn. and was severely wounded at Hill 60 in
1916. He was a. member of the Deptford Branch of
"The Queen's Own" Past and Present Association.
GUTTRIDGE.—At Linton Hospital, Mr. Guttridge, late
R.W.K.
We extend our sincere sympathy to thesurviving
relatives of the deceased.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G.,"
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.

The KING has been graciously pleased to confer the
award of the Cadet Forces' Medal upon the fol
lowing serving officers of the Cadet Force:
Kent—
A/Maj. E. G. Chambers (28148);
A/Capt. A. S. P. Saint (286117);
2nd Lt. H. E. Smith (286118).'

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
15th June.—"At Home" at Savoy Hotel
15th June.—Regimental Dinner at the Junior
United Services Club, Charles H Street, S.W.I.'
14th to 20th July.—Maidstone Cricket Week..
15th July.—Reunion, Maidstone.
20th October—Social Gathering of branches,
Maidstone
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THE PERFECT VICTIM
" THEN SHE DECIDED TO MURDER HER SISTER ..."
New Crime Story by

O

NE or two people have been as much disliked as
the late Betty Sentiment. Few of them, however,
have actually been murdered. Betty was the perfect
murderee.
She was about 26, with long, dirty hair and a body like
Jane Russell's, and she lived on the ground floor of her
sister's house in a mews at the back of Berkeley Square.
Her sister Joy, the Lady Gerald Brasted, was the exact
opposite of Betty. She was mild, clean and beautiful. She
did not drink or smoke, and she brushed her teeth before
and after meals. She was, sadly enough, ancemic, and gave
herself injections every day. She did not live with Lord
Gerald, and her son, Andrew, was at Eton. She paid the
rent.
Nobody knew why Betty was allowed to make a
shambles of Joy's ground floor.
Betty had a passion for
dumb animals. No meat ever passed her lips. Instead,
she cooked vegetarian messes, which she never washed up.
She drank large quantities of lemon juice for the vitamin
B. She kept tame mice, who multiplied and made friends
with the wild mice, who threatened to dominate the entire
house. She never had any money.
She had a number of friends as unsuitable as herself.
One of them, Sean, a penniless (but beautiful and gay) out
ofwork Irish actor, wormed his way upstairs, into Joy's
affections. Betty was extremely angry. One day, when
she thought things had gone far enough, she climbed the
stairs to Joy's front door. She lurched past Joy into the
living room.
" Look here," Betty went on, on a rising note of
emotion, swinging round on the spot, taking a good deal of
the nap off the carpet. " You can't marry Sean."
" Why not ? " said Joy. She sounded cool and amiable
and controlled.
"Apart from the fact that he said he was going to
marry me," said Betty, " and I shall sue him, which he
won't like, he won't be too pleased to hear the low down
about you and Gerald. Why he left you. And how a
certain small person whom we both love, your son, my
nephew, Andrew, is not Gerald's child at all. And how
Gerald isn't dead but that he divorced you."
"Shut up," said Joy, coldly. But she added, uncer
tainly: "He won't believe you."
" Oh, yes he will. I've got Gerald's letters, remember.
And I can tell him where to get in touch with Gerald. And
I can tell Andrew."
Joy's control snapped. There was a large onyx ash
tray on the mantelpiece. She threw it at Betty's head.
" You'd better go," said Joy, shaking, stubbing out her
cigarette on the mantelpiece, " before I do."
" I was going any way," said Betty. She bridled and
shook back her heavy, dank hair that hung round her
cheeks in colpoons. " I'm due at the dentist at two."
It was at this moment that Joy Brasted decided to
murder her younger sister.
Betty flounced along the road, scuffing with her feet,
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furiously angry. She slammed into a pub in South Street.
The first person she saw in the saloon bar was Sean.
" Hallo," he said. " Have a beer." He ordered the
drink over his shoulder and complacently smoothed his
stomach with his hands. " I got me a job," he went on.
" Nice character part in a new comedy. D'you like me
weskit ?
I bought it in the Burlington Arcade, I'm
celebrating."
" Who paid for the waistcoat ? " Betty was very angry.
"Joy, I suppose. S h e never g a v e anything t o m e . . . "
Betty was furious.
She beat with a rather grubby hand on the bar counter.
She cried out that he must marry her . . . that he was a
beast and a swine and she was pregnant and it was all his
fault.
Sean looked nervously round the pub, but it was fairly
empty and nobody seemed to be listening. Betty went on,
elaborating the situation. She played it for all she was
worth. She said she would tell the backers of his show . .
Men like Sean should be locked up in a zoo . . . She had
to go to the dentist now, but you bet she would tell every
one what a swine he was.
Sean, to his great credit, remained gay.
" Y'ought not to marry a beast and a swine," he said.
" Anyway, you're lyin', and it's no affair of mine," he said,
" and mind my beer."
As Betty, sobbing wildly, rushed from the saloon bar,
Sean decided it was about time she was done away with.
And he spent a pleasant halfhour planning some ingenious
methods by which he could do so. He decided upon the
poisoned tooth paste tube. Smiling broadly, he finished
his beer.
" I'll learn her," he thought, " to go to the dentist. I
can use darling Joy's hypodermic. I can inject that rat
poison we bought to keep down Betty's blasted mice. I
can make a little pocket of the stuff and cover the hole
with soap."
The only emotion that he showed as he called for
another pint of mild and bitter, was the purest happiness.
Betty went on, angrier still, to the dentist.
To have failed to get her way twice in one morning
was too much. Mr. Smith, the dentist, a little fat, dark,
dormouse of a man was an old friend. When his secre
tary had been ill, Betty had deputised for her, wearing a
white kennel coat and making a desperate tangle of all
his records and appointments. Moreover (quite against
Mr. Smith's better judgment) he had suddenly grown upon
terms of the extremest intimacy with her. Mr. Smith had
been appalled by himself . . . such flagrant immorality...
he had rather not consider it again. Indeed, he was trying
hard to forget
Betty, wriggling down into the chair, came straight to
the point. " I'm going to have a baby," she said. " And
you're the father. What are you going to do about it ? "
Mr. Smith was shattered.
" How do 1 know it's mine ? "
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This seemed to Betty an insult, and she said so, weep
ing. She only emerged from her tears to remark that
expectant mothers needed their teeth to be in perfect con
dition. As Mr. Smith (who was already a father) would
appreciate.
"Quite so," said Mr. Smith, suddenly firm. "You
mean you want some free dental treatment ? "
" That will, do for a start," said Betty, settling comfort
ably back in the chair. And as Mr. Smith dug about and
drilled and packed her teeth with amalgam, she enumerated
all the other things she wanted from Mr. Smith, Three
hundred pounds a year for the upkeep of the tot was the
first. Full payment of the bills at the nursing home was
the second, third and fourth and fifth.'
But Mr. Smith had stopped listening. He took the
drill and excavated a large crater in one of Betty's enormous
molars. Into it, very carefully, with hands that hardly
shook at all, he packed a dear little capsule of potassium
cyanide. On top of this he built thin layers of gutta percha.
" That temporary filling will, last about a week," said
Mr. Smith, with his sweetest smile as he led her to the door.
Some days later Joy was looking fretfully for her
hypodermic syringe. She was absolutely positive that she
had left it in the bathroom after she had injected that
lemon with the solution of fifty sleeping pills. She had put
the lemon downstairs into the very nasty basket, where
Betty kept her fruit Sooner or later, Joy argued, Betty
would work through to that lemon . . . then there would
be no more worries.
" Darling," she called out to Sean, who was reading the
racing results in the sitting room. "Have you seen my
syringe? For my liver injections? I can't find it any
where."
"Oh Lord, yes," said Sean. "I gave it a jolly good
wash. It was filthy. It's on the window sill in your bed
room, drying."
"How sweet of you," said Joy. I do call that
thoughtful."
They were at the movies when Betty died, hideously
and distressingly, crashing forward into a dustbin outside
the area door. She had cracked a Brazil nut with her teeth
(intending to manufacture one of her loathsome nut cutlets)
and so had gone slap into Mr. Smith's tiny booby trap.
The whole affair was a great mystery to Sean and Joy,
who were pleased to learn that the young lady was not (and
never had been) in a certain condition. There was (of
course) an inquest.
Sean and Joy gave evidence clearly and concisely, and
(as the verdict was." suicide while balance of mind was
disturbed," they afterwards got married in Caxton Hall.
As a honeymoon they decided to clean out Betty's
various mouseridden glory holes.
It was a long job and they both rather, enjoyed it Most
things had to be burned, but Joy, who cleared out Betty's
horrid, bathroom found a toothpaste tube that' (frugally
minded) she decided she couldn't throw away. She said
nothing about ibis to Sean, because she was ashamed of
her toothcleaning weakness.
% .Sean, who was inclined to be fussy about his chest
decided he would have a hot whisky and lemon before he
went to bed. There was only one lemon in Betty's basket
and Joy did not know that Sean had taken it.
He walked into the sittingroom carrying his drink
and asked Joy to kiss him before he drank his toddy.

"Well," said Joy, "if you're going to be so sensitive,
you can wait until I clean my teeth."
People who read this story may consider it a sad tale
about immoral people. For their information I should like
them to know that Mr. Smith is very well, and that he is
making a great deal of money.
(World copyright reserved. London Express Service.)
-
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THE MILITIA CLUB

M

AJOR A. S. BREDON, who served in the Regiment
for many years, to which he was Gazetted from
the 3rd Bn., A.P.W.O. Yorkshire Regiment, has
been unanimously elected Hon. Secretary of The Militia
Club in place of Major J. Milne Davidson, I.S.O., deceased.
By kind permission of the Committee of the Junior
United Service Club, Charles II Street, London, S.W.l., all
meetings and other functions are held at the Club.
The Annual Luncheon has been fixed there for Tuesday,
May 29th, 12.15 p.m. for 1 p.m.
It is hoped that. BrigadierGeneral The Earl of Gowrie,
V.C., K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.O., will preside.
Any correspondence on Militia Club matters should be
addressed to Maj. Bredon at Derry Gariff, Camberley,
Surrey.
.
Chairman.
.
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GOODBYE TO ARMY AFTER FIFTY YEARS
(Republished with the kind permission of the Editor, "Folkestone and Hythe Gazette.")

A

FTER 50 years' service in the British Army, Mr.
James David Hayley, of 49, Surrenden Road,
Folkestone, has put aside his uniform for the last
time, bringing to a close one chapter of a family's unique
Army record.
But the Hayley association with the Army goes on,
for Mr. Hayley's three sons carry on a great tradition which
has been almost unbroken for some 150 years, for it was
back in the middle of the last century that Mr. Hayley's
grandfather joined the Queen's Royal West Surrey Regi
ment. The link was maintained when his father joined
the same regiment and served until 1881.
Not only have Mr. Hayley's three sons long and
honourable service to their names but each one today,
like their father, is a Warrant Officer, this setting up
another record probably never equalled by any other
family in the British Army.

The total service of Mr. Hayley and his three sons
to date is 120 years.
The story of the Hayley family starts back in 1897,
when Mr. Hayley enlisted in the East Surrey Regiment at
Kingston at the age of 17 (under age). Two years later the
young soldier, whose pay was 8|d. a day, was transferred
to The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment and so
began a long association with one of Kent's own Regiments.
After service at Maidstone, Mr. Hayley went overseas,
first to Malta and then to Singapore, Egypt and India,
where he was serving when World War I broke out.
Now a sergeant, within a few months he was on his
way back to England to instruct the young men of
Kitchener's Army serving with the 8th Bn. of the Royal
West Kents.
Promoted Warrant Officer II, he next found himself
training recruits joining the 11th (Lewisham) Bn. of the
Royal West Kents, and with this Bn. he went to France,
where he was to be awarded two decorations, first the
Military Cross in 1916 and then the Distinguished Conduct
Medal a year later.
Mr. Hayley won his M.C. when he took command of
the Bn. at Flers after all the officers had been either killed
or wounded during the early hours of September 16th,
1916, when a tank attack was launched.
After the attack had been in progress some three hours,
Mr. Hayley got a " Blighty one," but within a few months
he was back on the Western Front, rejoining the 11th Bn.,
but when the strength of brigades was reorganized he was
transferred to the 8th Bn., West Yorkshire Regiment.
It was during a gas attack at Bapaume that he was
awarded the D.C.M. At a critical time he got ammunition
through to his men in the front line.
After the Armistice he went to Germany before
returning to England and, incidentally, York, the Regiment's
headquarters.
BACK TO HIS OWN REGIMENT

H.R.H. the Duke of Kent talking to Mr. Hayley
when he visited his Regiment, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kents, at Shorncliffe a few years before
the last war.

Here fate took a turn in returning him to his old
Regiment, for W.O. Hayley happened to meet Colonel
T. H. C. Nunn, D.S.O., who had been his company com
mander in 1904.
The two soldiers talked about old times and when the
Colonel asked him if he would like to go back to the Royal
West Kents, W.O. Hayley unhesitatingly said "Yes,"
although he had no regrets about his service with the
Yorkshire lads.
Within 48 hours an order came through for him to
rejoin his County Regiment and after a short stay at a
camp in Staffordshire, he came south to Dover, from where
he went on to serve with the Army of Occupation in
Germany.
Three years after the end of the Kaiser's War, W.O.
Hayley found himself a civilian, but the call of the Army
was too strong and three years later he reported at Shorn
cliffe as a member of the Barrack Dept. of the R.A.S.C.
As a barrack warden he served at Shorncliffe through
out the last war, until he said " Goodbye " to the Army.
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THE THREE SONS
The three sons were born in the Army and have never
been out of it.
The eldest, R.S.M. (W.O.I) Alfred James Hayley
joined the Royal West Kent Regiment—he is stationed at
Maidstone today—28 years ago, when he was 15.
He has been Mentioned in Despatches twice, for dis
tinguished service in Palestine in 1939 and six years later
in Italy. He went through the North African and Italian
campaigns; also serving in Egypt and Greece. He was
badly wounded at Cassino.
The second son, M.Q.M.S. (W.O.II) Stanley Frank
Hayley, who also joined the Army when he was 15 (Chep
stow Boys' Technical School), has 22 years' service and is
at the Army Vehicle Fighting Park, Chertsey.
During World War II he was captured in Greece and
was a prisoner of war for fourandhalfyears.
M.Q.M.S. (W.O.II) Leslie Hayley, the youngest son,
enlisted in the Duke of York's Royal Military School,
Dover, when he was 10 and was a boy sergeant when he
went on to the Boys' Technical School at Chepstow.
He is a tank man, haying served throughout with the
Royal Tank Regiment. He has completed 20 years' service.
He was awarded the M.B.E. for his services at the DDay
landing in Normandy.

R.S.M. A. J. Hayley being presented to H.R.H. The
Duchess of Kent—1948.
WAR OFFICE THANKS
A few days ago came this letter to Mr. Hayley from
the Director of Establishment:
" The Secretary of State has asked me to convey to
you on your retirement his thanks for your valued work in
the War Department and his appreciation of your years
of loyal service.
" I should like to add my good wishes and to express
the hope that you may enjoy many years of happy
retirement."
What of Mr. Hayley's Army memories ?
Outstanding among them, he says, were the fine chaps
of Kitchener's Army, thousands of whom passed through
his hands as he gave them the valued advice of an " Old
Sweat."
" I never wish to meet a better lot of men," he said.
" and it was indeed a wonderful experience being associated
with them."
No one is prouder of the family record than Mrs.
Hayley, who is a Kentish lady, having been born at
Wingham.
She married Mr. Hayley, who is a Londoner, in 1907,
and a month later, when he proceeded with the Regiment
to Singapore, she accompanied him.
" It has been a very happy life, despite its ups and
downs," she said when looking back on her long service as
a soldier's wife.

FATHER'S BELT AND BADGE
Today R.S.M. A. Hayley wears his father's Sam
Browne belt and cap badge.
" I promised the first one of my sons to become a
warrant officer should have my belt and badge, and Alfred
gained it," said Mr. Hayley.
When Mr. Hayley went to Buckingham Palace to be
decorated with the M.C., the late King George V congratu
lated him on having such a wonderful record.

W.O.I A
Hayley.

W.O.II s.
Hayley.

Mr. Hayley
in 1906.

W.O.II L.
Hayley.

The presentation of the D.C.M. was made at Lewisham
Town Hall during a special meeting of the Lewisham
Council, the Mayor handing over the decoration.
Mr. Hayley is ViceChairman of the 11th Bn., Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment's Past and Present
Association.
Three years before the last war he went to Ypres with
a regimental party for the laying up in St. George's Church
there of a new regimental standard.
In the history of the Royal West Kent Regiment the
name of Hayley will remain evergreen for a long time and
the family's association with the Regiment looks like being
continued for a good many years to come, because R.S.M.
A. Hayley has a son who one day hopes to follow in his
father's—and grandfather's—footsteps.
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE 2nd BATTALION IN MALTA

D

URING a recent visit to Malta, I went to the United
Services' Sports Club, which was the wartime head
quarters of the 2nd Bn. from the end of May, 1940,
till July, 1942. These two years covered the period when
the island was being most heavily bombed and when the
seige was at its worst. Food and material of ali kinds,
especially fuel for cooking and petrol, were extremely
scarce; and the Bn. was lucky in having the resources of
the Club, situated at Marsa, to fall back on. The Marsa
was a muchbombed area, located as it was, between the
Grand Harbour and the largest aerodrome at Luqa, and at
the end of the war the grounds of the Club contained many
bombcraters and defence posts. Now it is as peaceful a
scene as it was in August, 1939, before the war began.
The following article, written by " The Captain," and
the photograph are reproduced by permission of "The
Sunday Times of Malta." They give a vivid description of
" The Marsa " as it is today. " The Captain " is Maj. G. R.
Hogan, of the Royal Hampshire Regiment, and later the
Malta Pioneer Corps, and he will be remembered by many
of the old 2nd Bn.
" RENDEZVOUS FOR ALL THE SPORTS
"The first view of the Sports Club grounds at Marsa
gives an impression of greenness. Trees, grass and quiet are
words that come to mind. As you make your way down
the 600 yards long road past the sports stadium, the Marsa

Lodge and the Rugby and polo grounds, come the sound
of tennis balls on hard courts and of cricket ball meeting
wilfow.
" Turning into the drive of welltended gardens and
shady trees, the open door of the ' Marsa Club ' presents
a cheerful, family kind of welcome. The interior of the
clubhouse is cool in summer, warm in winter, and here
immediately in view is the second characteristic of this
Services' retreat. The first was the grass, acres and acres
of it—that was outside. Inside the emphasis is on shields
—shields and crests of most of the Royal Navy ships based
on Malta in recent years.
" Shields, too, of regiments which have served on
Malta's honeycoloured rock. One of them. The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, occupied the ' Marsa
Club,' as it headquarters during the war, and its officers
and men well remember the many bombs that fell round
about.
" The Clubhouse itself was not greatly affected by
bombing, although there was much clearing up and build
ing up to be done after the war ended. Now the gardens
are exquisite again and so are the cricket grounds, the
Rugby grounds and the 18 holes golf course. The polo
grounds, the squash courts and the 16 hard tennis courts
are again in good trim, and a quarter of a mile away from
the Clubhouse itself a new enclosed soccer stadium, sur
rounded by a running track and all the facilities for
athletic events, has been built.
When the day's sporting activities are over. 1 The
Marsa' is a centre of attraction. It is as much a social
club as it is a rendezvous for sportsmen, and members and
their friends gather in the clubhouse to talk of the day's
events. Army, Navy and Air Force meet here on common
ground, and the many civilian members make the gather
ings a foursquare affair.
"The Marsa dances, in the open air during the
summer, are famous. There is a bathing beach at Tigne,
and the racecourse of the Malta Racing Club circles the
grounds.
"Thousands of people who have now left the island
will remember the greenery and shade of 'The Marsa,' and
the soft lights and lilting music of dance nights are romantic
memories, too. Memories that bring thoughts of Malta
to those members and visitors who are now many miles
away, but who still think of it with affection and pleasure."
The only differences members of the old 2nd Bn.
would find in their former headquarters area are that the
Sgts'. Mess and No. 1 soccer ground and the athletic track
are now the " Marsa Lodge," a club and tennis courts for
Petty Officers and Sergeants; and that the new soccer
stadium, mentioned above, has been made on the other side
of the central road.

The drive leading to the Marsa Clubhouse.

What memories of the summer of 1939 all this brings
back!
H.D.C.
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News

from

i st BATTALION

A

T 12.00 hours, on 1st
April, 1951, the Bn.
assumed control of
its area in the state of
Selangor.
Bn. Headquarters and
H.Q. Coy., less detachments
of Mortars. Signals, Stretcher
Bearers and Cooks, Sp. Coy.
and A Coy. are in the main
base at Kaula Kubu Bharu.
C Coy. are in control at
Trolak, some forty miles
north, and B Coy. at Kerling.
which is a mere five miles
north.
From these three
bases the Bn., in coopera
tion with the Police Forces,
operate against the bandits
in N. Selangor.
A combined Army and
„ ,
.
Police "Ops." Room at
Kuala Kubu Bharu is the nerve centre where information
ib received and sifted, and plots to destroy the bandits
hatched.
Broadly speaking each Coy. is responsible for its own
area and liaises at its own level with the local police, one
Coy. being kept in reserve at Bn. Main Base. On informa
tion being received the Security Forces send out patrols
to deal with the situation.
The area of operations is mainly north to south, using
the main road as an axis. Astride the road, to a depth of
several miles in some places, lie the rubber plantations and
tin mines, with thick jungle covering the fringe of the
plantations and the hills. The climate is hot and sticky with
rain almost every day.
As a background to the Bn. operational role the
normal routine life must go on. It has been a busy time for
everyone settling into this new life in a new country within
less than a month of disembarkation.
In spite of all the rush and unsettled state in unpack
ing and issuing of stores, the first patrol set out at midday
on 2nd April, on information received. By 18.45 hours.
I Platoon, of A Coy., had ambushed and killed our first
two bandits.
^ n C X * w e e ' c f h e r c f o l l o w e d a series of excursions.
All the Coys., including the reserve Coy., were fully
extended setting and laying ambushes. Some bandits were
seen and fired at in each Coy. area—near misses—but no

Battalions :
confirmed kills. On Monday, 9th April, A Coy. scored
again—No. 2 Platoon ambushing and killing three more
bandits at night, after having only been in position for
seven or eight minutes. A good start and a record opening
score.
A start has been made to produce Bn. and Coy. teams
for most sports. We are fortunate in being allotted the
local village ground on four days each week. Trial games
of hockey and football have been held and the first game
here, versus the Rawang Tin Mine team, resulted in a 21
win for the Bn. Badminton and basketball are also very
popular. The local people are good opponents, especially
at basketball and our team was well beaten, 6226, on its
first appearance. It should improve with practice against
more experienced players.
The following members of " The Queen's Own " have
been contacted since our arrival in Malaya: The first was
Mr. Taylor, late 2nd Bn. in 1906, who is now Resident
Engineer at Raffles Hotel, Singapore. A very upright and
sprightly figure, despite his age and more than thirty years
in Malaya. The District Officer for Pekan, Pahang State,
Mr. Douglas, has also visited us at K.K.B. He starred his
Army career with the 1st Bn. in 1940, afterwards serving
in the R.A.C. Another contact yet to be made is Mr. R
Brooks, who is Security Officer on the Klang River Tin
Mine, which is in the Bn. area.
Whilst in Singapore, Lt.Col. A. R. Fyler arrived
and spent a few hours of his shore leave with the Bn. He
has now arrived in Hong Kong, where he is A.Q.M.G., and
a letter has been received from him regaling us with the
beauty of H.K.

" A " COMPANY
Having completed the jungle training at Nee Soon
and had two days' wellearned rest, the Coy. left Singapore
by rail on March 31st. After an undisturbed journey last
ing about 18 hours, we arrived at Kuala Kubu Bharu on
Sunday afternoon to find the band on the platform playing
the Regimental March. The Commanding Officer was
there to welcome us. The rear party of the 2nd Bn., The
Scots Guards, were pleased to see us as they were to travel
back as soon as the train had been turned round.
The Coy. had barely settled in when on Monday morn
ing the Coy. Comd. was called for by the Police, who had
some redhot information about bandit movements. By
11.30 hours the Coy. was leaving barracks to lay ambushes
near a hut were bandits were believed to be collecting food
that afternoon. Good fortune, combined with excellent
information, started the Bn. score, when at 18.30 hours we
shot two out of four who walked into the ambush. One
was thought to be wounded.
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During the remainder of the week Platoon Patrols
went out on routine checks of the area. On the followinv
Monday, more information was received of bandit move
ment and this time 2 PI. put up an extremely good show in
shooting three in the dark during heavy rain. With only
the white sacks of food carried by the bandits to show
where they were and in unfamiliar surroundings, it shows
great credit on the whole platoon for the way they have
settled down and assimilated all that they have learned
in the 25 days' training they have had at their disposal.
Four bandit caps now decorate the operations map in
Ihe Coy. Office, and the fifth was a jungle hat which had
been taken from a wounded member of the security forces.
In the first week, therefore, after the Coy. became
operational the total bag was: —
Bandits
Rifles, No. 5
Stens
9 mm
303
Grenades

5
4
1
rounds 131
rounds, approx. 400'
1

We have been fortunate to obtain such good informa
tion at such an early stage and it is to be hoped that other
Coys, soon have a share in the luck.
The Coy. is so organized that while one Platoon is
out on ops., the other remains in barracks, resting and
training. There are good facilities for games and with this
arrangement there are plenty of opportunities for both
Platoons to take on all comers.
Arrangements have also been for leave to be taken for
two days in Kuala Lumpur by each man over a period of
time.
We welcome back our 2nd i/c., Capt. Wilson, who,
having just taken the Staff College exam, (successfully, we
hope), flew out in an R.A.F. Hastings aircraft. He com
plained most bitterly about the lack of comfort, but has
recovered amazingly well.

" B " COMPANY
After a month on the " Devonshire," with more oppor
tunities for "Tombola" than training, at the beginning of
March the Coy. plunged enthusiastically at Nee Soon into
a training programme designed to cram the work of a
month into just over a fortnight. 2/Lt. Wilson, our only
officer, who had travelled with the Advance Party and gone
through the mill at the F.A.R.E.L.F. Training Centre, was
already with the Scots Guards' Coy. on detachment at
Kerling; but several N.C.O.s had been to the F.T.C., and
we started, on our fourth day in Malaya, a programme of
training which culminated in a 72hour scheme in Johore.
Meanwhile two officers and four O.R.s were getting the
full treatment at the F.T.C. and returning at alternate week
ends, rugged and indomitable with the well advertised
modesty of strong men who think much and say little.
We moved from Nee Soon to Kuala Kubu Bharu at
the end of March, and on April Fool's Day we took over
Kerling detachment from the Scots Guards. Our time so
far has been divided between operations and the manysided
work of bringing the camp up to our own standards of
comfort. After a week, this work is nearly finished, and
at least one patrol has been out each day, one of wbicfi

saw and fired at two bandits, although they brought back
no bodies. There has been no lack of visitors since our
arrival, both from Brigade and Bn. Headquarters.
Maj. M. B. Rickcord has taken over the Coy., and
Capt. K. M. Hunting is flying out in a few days' time to
rejoin us as 2nd i/c. Lt. B. C. H. Waters is acting as Coy.
2nd i/c. in the meantime and the other Coy. Officers in
station are 2/Lts. Stock, Leigh and BracewellMilnes.

" C " COMPANY
On Saturday, 3rd March, after a tempestuous passage
of the Bay of Biscay and a small pox scare at Port
Said, our voyage ended and our three weeks' intensive
reorganization and jungle training on Singapore Island
began.
We were pleased to be reunited with part of our
Advance Party, who, with only three weeks' more experience
than ourselves, immediately took us in hand and accom
plished wonders. Others again went before us to make
our paths smooth in our operational area in Malaya, from
which came the sad news that 2/Lt. Watkins was in
hospital, following an arm injury while swimming.
In an incredibly short space of time we were patrolling
jungle and mangrove swamps in South Johore on a three
day training operation. Throughout Good Friday, 7 PI.
followed up some promising tracks, while 8 Pi. laid
ambushes, but nothing transpired. However, the ice was
broken and we had actually operated against bandits in
the Malayan Jungle.
Then followed the move upcountry, by road and rail,
with everyone very ambush conscious, to our new Bn. H.Q.
at Kuala Kubu Bharu, in Selangor. Here we relieved the
2nd Bn., Scots Guards (" Leave to fallout, sir, please")
and shed our heavy baggage before finally moving up to
our present location at Trolak, in Perak.
We were reunited with Sgt. Wilde and Cpl. Tidy, and
the Coy. was completed again. Our order of battle is as
follows: —
O.C.: Maj. P. E. Crook, O.B.E.
2nd i/c: Capt. E. Deed.
Coy. I.O.: 2/Lt. H. A. L. Ferguson.
7 PI. Comd.: 2/Lt. G. H. W. Howlett.
8 PI. Comd.: Lt. D. P. 1. Campbell.
C.S.M.: C.S.M. H. G. Hills.
C.Q.M.S.: C/Sgt. J. Hillyard.
Del. C.Q.M.S.: Sgt. J. Brown.
Pi. Sgt.: Sgt. M. Sawyers, M.M.
PI. Sgt.: Sgt. G. Smith.
We live on a rubber estate, some of us in the rubber
factory where the latex is dried, and others in tents. The
estate manager and his wife are very kind to us all. There
is a stream in which we can bathe, and a pleasant football
ground where enthusiastic matches are played, both against
the locals and amongst ourselves. Another popular sport is
butterfly chasing, whose exponents can be seen swiping at
the air with their nets at any time of the day.
The country round about is mostly rubber estates and
thick hill jungle; the latter is usually very steep and con
sists largely of bamboo and prickly atap. There is a lot
of " Belukar," which does not qualify as jungle, but is far
thicker and deeper than the thickest scrub, and very hard
to move through.
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No. 8 PI. were the first to contact the enemy, when a
patrol encountered bandits as both parties, to their mutual
surprise, emerged from the jungle in the same patch of
rubber.
"
The bandits fled instantly, as is their wont, leaving two
full packs and a bandit cap in the hands of the patrol, not
before Pte. .Crawley, the leading, scout, put a burst of
Sten into them, which, it is believed, wounded one.
No. 8 PI. definitely wounded one bandit the next
morning, when their jungle bivouac .was approached by the
enemy, who left a bloodstained pack behind in their
precipitate departure when the shooting started. This pack
was found to contain, amongst other things, a toy, tank.
No.. 8 PI. believe themselves to be the first troops iij Malaya
to have captured a Communist tank! We have now.
settled into the routine of patrolling, and to those taking
part,, one operation seems very like another. We hope to
alter this soon by. imitating A Coy.'s good example and
scoring'some kills to relieve the monotony.
We welcome the new draft, who have just started their
training at K.K.B., and hope they will soon join us at Trolak
anid form our third (9) PL

SUPPORT COMPANY
.We passed through a very .deserted Shorncliffe aCthe
dead ofnight and boarded the train nonstop to'Liverpool.
There was no mistaking when we arrived at the docks, as
the great slag heaps loomed into view.
; We boarded the "Devonshire" in great spirits and
the Regimental Band played whilst we .embarked. Then
General' Oliver came on board and read a farewell message
frbrri our ColonelinChief and wished us " Good luck afid
bon voyage."

,
' AIL went well until " the Bay," when the going became
ptetfy rough and the Coy. faded away from the scene of
the Mess Decks to the side of the rails !
1
Training then began in a.modified form and.it included
firing at balloons and tins, It is rumoured that the Coy.
Comd. is still trying to find out the correct Army form' to
be reimbursed for the cost of the said balloons. .
During the trip, there were many hours of entertain
ment, which was much enjoyed by all. The Coy. reached
the semifinals of the tugofwar competition, which was
ably organized by Lt. Goodwin. The boxing was a great
success and we congratulate Pte, Pulien on his win in the
heavyweight division: also Ptes. Page, Eloyd 25? Rplte and
Berry 54 on a very plucky show. We are glad to say that
Pte. Lane has now recovered from his arm injury,
sustained in this competition. We wish him better luck
next; time:
,.: ;: The Bn. concert brought", many laughs and it is
rumoured that Cpl. Tutt's (exSp. Coy.) shadow rank, should
be W.O.I !
 All were very pleased to set foot on firm ground at
Singapore, after a month on the high seas. We  were
wjelqomed by the 1st Bn., Cameronians' Band and went to
Nee Soon by M.T. A brilliant sun was our first gift from
our .new home.
. Y ® r y busy period was spent equipping the Coy. for
TO8ie warfare and a typical remark was heard: "Of
course, .you had one ! You signed for, *it ! " The day
arrived for training to begin and a new, form of; dress was)
invented by the Coy. Clerk, who was seen in the early hours»

of the nforning with his jungle boots and pyjamas on ! The
training commenced, although we looked perfectly hideous
in our new garb.
 The Coy. twoday exercise was enjoyed by all, even'
though Sgt. Bradshaw damaged his arm. The C.S.M. has
"passed out" in "jungle cooking" and "Basha building;"
but the Coy. Comd. was heard to have passed a remark,
which is not recorded, when the rain came through the
Basha ! The exercise was successful, except that the Coy.
was landed on the wrong beach ! The A/Tk! Aslt. Pnr.
PI. was very concerned when a tiger spore was detected.
On return, the craft was grounded and had to be pushed off.
It is now. definite that Lt. Fletcher can swim !
, Training over, we made the long journey up to K.K.B.,
which passed without event, and the Band greeted us on
our arrival with the Regimental March.
We congratulate A Coy. on their kills.
The Coy. has already taken part in " Operations " and
fired shots, but not in anger. We hope to be able to record
our first " kill " in the next issue.

H.Q COMPANY
As it is some time since we last wrote notes for " The
Q.O.G." as a Coy., we turn to this task with vigour and
enthusiasm. Of course, to cover all the .various departments
of the Coy. really well would fill the whole " Gazette," but
we will spare you that.
The Signals Platoon has been able to show its paces
operational ly, at last. Whereas, in U.K., they only had a
damp switchboard to contend with, they now have signallers
on patrols as well as a detachment with each of the out
stations. We hear that they did a patrol on their owii
the other day, to cut bamboo poles for their aerials.
Although they didn't actually see any bandits, they werfe
ready just the same.

The Band is due to broadcast on Radio Malaya shortly
and its engagements list is filling up rapidly. They have
already played for an officers' dinner night in our new
camp. On Sunday, ,15th April,1951, the Band and Drums
are "Beating Retreat" in the village. All the local
dignitaries have been mvited. But then, life is not all a
round of pleasure. The Drums have, recently tested out
their Owen guns on the range, with quite good results. . 
The view .from H.Q. Coy. office window is almost
blocked by an Emmettlike steam engine. This contraption
is manned by a crew of cooks and it is reputed to be, a
mobile cooker. The only time we have seen it mobile was
when all the cooks turned out to push it.
It is amazing how the M.T.O. manages to, cope with
ail the different types pf vehicles in his section. There are
normal 3tonners and 15cwts., Land Rovers,__scout\ cars,
cars, .^rmoured. cab trucks and a trio of steel incubators
known ,as armoured 3tonners. These latter were called
names like ".Frankenstein" and " Dracula" until a few,
days ago, whenthey " lost their names." .We suspect the
drivers had nightmares and just couldp't: stand it any
longer !
. ,,
.. .
The Mortar Pl. is part of H.Q. Coy., nowadays, .They
have already had one successful shoot. 'An; area was
" saturated " with the result that two bandits were, driven
into a patrol pf.B Coy. Such unexpected: results; shook,
B: Coy. warriors so much that they missed: them rL
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L/Cpl. Arnold has always been good at running, but
the job of Coy. Arms Storeman has got him running round
in such small circles that even he can't keep up the pace.
Our notes would be incomplete without reference to
the Stretcher Bearers. We sent them on a course to learn
their trade, but instead of sitting at desks with notebooks,
they were rushed off into the jungle. Sgt. Roberts, who we
always suspected was " ulu happy," enjoyed this, but we are
told it was a real " bending " while it lasted. Apparently
they are all really qualified to bear stretchers over all types
of terrain now.
Finally, it is interesting to see the N.C.O.s who now
command the guard. Even Cpl. Murphy has been dragged
blinking from a dark corner of the Orderly Room to take
his turn. We may be " base wallahs," but we certainly
don't have trade union hours !

sergeants' mess
The Sgts'. Mess, 1/R.W.K., is now fully operational
and beginning to get into its stride at Erskine Camp, after
being guests at the Garrison Mess, Nee Soon, for the past
three weeks. During our first couple of days on shore we
received many shocks on bumping into members dressed
to kill in their full jungle rigout. However, we have now
become quite accustomed to it, and do not have to ask
each other to come out from under the " Rat" before we
can recognise them.
I think we can safely say that from the time of land
ing we have all been working full out, getting ready for
the move upcountry. However, we always seemed to put
in nearly 100 per cent, appearance on Thursdays and Sun
days for " HouseyHousey," and, I must say, did quite well
out of it, generally speaking. " The Queen's Own " were
always well represented amongst the winners.
Upon our arrival here at K.K.B., we looked on our
new Mess with some apprehension, as it rather resembled
a heap of poles with an " Atap" roof and a halfsized
fence around it. However, after only four days, it is
quickly taking shape and becoming as near to home as we
can possibly make it. In fact, we can now go to our meals
without carrying " snacking irons" and can once again
see our silver, etc., on show.
At the time of writing, we have just received the news
that A Coy. have made the first kill for the Bn.—two
bandits. Well done, A Coy. !
C.S.M. Dallen has rejoined us after a spell in hospital,
and is looking remarkably fit. Sgt. Collingwood is, at the
moment, in hospital, but we hope that he will soon be
out and catch up with us in the near future.
In closing, we would like to welcome to the Bn., Sgt.
Hedges, who recently joined us, and feel sure his stay will
be a happy one.
Teacher: " Now Tommy, can you tell what a hypocrite is? "
Tommy: " Tes, miss. It's a boy who comes to school every
morning .with a smile on his lace,"

V

<

*

*

*

One of the lady tourists to a western reservation was a
human questionnaire, and at inquiry number 1,000 even the
longsuffering guide was losing his patience.
" Oh, tell me," she cried. " who is that great tall Indian
standing by himself over there?"
" Madame," answered the weary guide, " that is Sitting
Bull. He Ts on his vacation."

4th

BATTALION

battalion h.q.

E

VENTS having been more or less
routine at Bn. Headquarters this
month (we haven't forgotten, Cpl.
Passey (orderly room clerk) that otir per
manent staff fired
their annual range
course!), we are confined this month to
" personalia " news.
Sgt. Locke (Q.M's. clerk and " oldest
inhabitant " of the Bn.))—or rather his
small son—has been in the news this
month. Almost the " Police News" one might say. A
damaged shed in daddy's garden—who did it?—police
called in—investigations made—hue and cry raised—and
then one's son produced as culprit is rather nerve shattering.
Sgt. Locke is only just settling down to his typewriter
again, minus a few more hairs.
O.R.Q.M.S. Breaden has extended his service once
again. I gather both he and Sgt. Cheseman (vehicle
mechanic) were rather hurt about a certain department
which murmured, " too old at forty."
1 heard long serving volunteer Territorials referred to
as "salt of the earth," the other day. Certainly 4/R.W.K.
has its share !
Pte. Cheseman (" Q" Storeman and brother of the
aforementioned Sgt. Cheseman) is to be congratulated on
the birth of a daughter—Cherryll Roween—on 28th March.
Cheseman has only been a short while with us, but is
already a full member of the Bank Street T.A. Centre
lunchtime billiards club.
An attempt to remove a lamp standard in Gravesend
with a threeton lorry, brings Pte. White (M.T. Driver)
into the news. The lamp standard won and we now know
how to make out an accident report.
The sartorial efforts of our Bank Street caretaker (Mr.
Poffiey, ex" The Queen's Own," preBoer War and all that)
must be having an excellent effect on the trade in Tonbridge.
First a woolly undercoat (in case he is sent to Korea), next
a waiter's jean jacket (" Just the thing for behind the bar."),
and now a fireman's jacket (Anything to do with the close
proximity of the fire station to the drill hall ?).
Next month's correspondence will report the departure
of both our C.O. and Q.M. and the arrival of Major
L. F.W. Jackson and Capt. A. G. Blake, M.B.E., as reliefs.
Both Major Jackson and Capt. Blake are well known
regimentally (Capt. Blake was at one time a P.S.I. of the
Bn.) and are assured of a hearty welcome.
Next month also brings our Annual Camp, this year at
Western Heights, Dover, with a full programme of training,
which promises to be well attended both by volunteers
and National Service men.
In concluding these notes, Bn. H.Q. would extend our
sympathy to Mr. Duke (caretaker at Avebury Avenue) in
hi'S. fecent bereavement—the loss of his father.
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" a " company
Once again our regular correspondent is absent, this
time through unavoidable circumstances, i.e., he is on a
N.C.O.'s Tactical Course at Warminster; we hope that he
picks up a lot of useful information which he can impart
to us on his return.
Our local T.A. dance, which was held at the Star Ball
room, went off quite well, although the numbers attending
were not quite so many as we anticipated owing to the
weather, but those attending had quite a good time. The
C.S.M. takes a dim view of having to plod three or four
miles in the pouring rain at 02.30 hours, through having
missed the last 'bus home.
We are losing one of the Coy. this month, as Pte.
Johnny Ward has now received his callup papers; we
shall be very sorry to lose him, but wish him all the best
wherever he is going, and hope that when he has finished
his term of service he will return to us. Good luck.
Johnny !
On Saturday and Sunday, 14th15th April, we went
to the ranges to fire our Annual Rifle Course. The results
were not too bad and fortunately the weather was reason
able considering the time of the year.
We are now getting ready for our Annual Camp,
which comes off next month. Let's hope that we get the
good weather by that time.
1 am afraid the news this month is rather scanty, so
1 hope that " Sgt. Kite " will have quite a lot for the next
issue of the " Gazette." I will now sign off, wishing you
all the best. 
Anon.

"b" company
Once again the cry, " Don't forget the ' Buster,'
'Topper,'" has been raised, so here is "Busy Bee" once
again reporting on the month's events. With the advent
of the beautiful spring weather, our outdoor activities have
started again and include night exercises and a weekend
on the range.
We were pleased to welcome for their first weekend's
training our National Servicemen. The weather did not
treat us very nicely, but in spite of the bad start we were
able to have a reasonably good day's firing on the Sunday.
The firing, alas, was not of the highest order, but we of
the Coy. take a poor view of the firing point officer who
gave the order, " 500 rounds at five yards " ! However,
we found consolation in the tea brews of Sgts. Baker and
Cheseman, who wrestled successfully with a petrol cooker
and the high wind. We had the feeling when we returned
to the Drill Hall on Sunday that the National Servicemen
had not found it half as bad as they had anticipated, and
with that feeling we rest content for the timebeing.
Lt. Nash has been the leading light in the night
activities—at least in the military field—and we are expect
ing any day to be told to wipe out the local paper mills..
So arduous is the night training at the moment that several
pairs of denims have seen the light of day and the shape of
their owners for the first time.
Socially, all our interest has been centred on our
Jumble Sale on Saturday, 21st April; we have collected a
wealth of throwouts and the Coy. Commander and Capt.

Wood can be seen every training night gloating over their
hoard in the garage. Anyway, we are hoping that the
club funds will benefit by £25, so if anyone feels like
donating to a worthy cause . . . ! !
We entertained the G.P.O. (Bromley) in the miniature
range on Thursday, 12th April, and were rather severely
beaten; mainly due, I must humbly confess, to three
members of the " Q " Staff who couldn't attain a maximum
even from their bulk scores ! Incidentally, we are still
waiting for an answer to our darts challenge—any offers ?
Till next month then—
" Busy Bee."

" c " company
It has been noticed that C Coy. has been conspicuous
of late by reasons of lack of correspondence in the
" Gazette," so it is fitting that this state of affairs should
be remedied at once.
The usual training parades have taken place with the
emphasis on weapon training for the Annual Range
Course, of which the instructional part was fired on the
31st March with H.Q. Coy. and classified on Sunday, the
1st April.
This was the first time we had the National Servicemen
with us on a weekend training, and as everyone is fully
aware of, the weather we have been having recently, this
weekend was no exception; it could not have been worse
if it had really tried. Naturally, the shooting suffered, and
many failures resulted, but the weather cannot be blamed
for all the bad shooting. It would appear that more
attention should be paid to instruction in weapon train
ing to make them efficient.
The Sevenoaks Urban District Council have decided
to adopt the Coy. as from WhitMonday, when a ceremony
will take place at Knole Paddock, the details are not really
settled yet, so I will enlarge on this later.
The W.R.A.C. have decided to open up at Sevenoaks
on Monday, the 23rd April, therefore a recruiting drive
has started.
We had a return shoot on the Miniature Range on
Tuesday, the 17th, with the Sevenoaks Police Force, and
this time brought in members of the Sevenoaks Home
Guard, the result of this was six tied for top score—four
being the Police and two Home Guard.
Congratulations to Maj. A. H. Coombes, T.D., on
being awarded a bar to his T.D.
We have obtained two recruits during the month, viz.,
Ptes. Kent and Steward, both of them from the G.P.O.,
Sevenoaks. We have already got four others from that
department and we wonder if the G.P.O. will have to shut
down when we go to Camp.
The following attended Courses during the month:
Capt. J. Hayes, Messing Officer's Course at School of
Cookery, Aldershot, and Pte. Hopcroft an M.T. Course at
Borden.
It is with regret we have to report that Sgt. Wood has
had to report sick; he sustained a broken wrist and I am
sorry to say it refused to yield to treatment. It looks very,
much like a long period of inactivity for him. Hard luck,
Sam !
Best wishes and good hunting to the 1st Bn.
" Sennocke."
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"d" company
The Coy. have suddenly become the glamour boys of
the local area—Press photographers from the local papers
called around and pleaded with our skipper to be allowed
to take shots of us being presented with the Brigade Inter
Coy. Shooting Cup. Skipper " J.D." gave the O.K. and,
with the aid of some hair cream, a brush and comb and a
little soap and water, the Coy. took on the role of posing
for the camera. We are now awaiting the results and may
be able to show them to you next month.
Bromley Town Hall was the scene of the next show
and many photographs were taken of the local dignatories
in full regalia, into which several members of the Coy.
who were present managed to creep in. The main attrac
tion for the " boys," however, was the free beer, and I am
sure that every member of the Coy. proved that, among
other things, we from " D" can hold our own when it
comes to sinking mild and bitter. In this direction, we
were ably led by Sgt. (Dave) Baker, who always does
justice to a good glass of beer.
This weekend we will be on the range to fire our
Annual Rifle Classification and we are looking forward to
some good weather, and some good results.
Pte. J. Harrision has now settled in and has made
himself quite at home; Pte. Sam Walden will help the
Coy., and the Bn., in the soccer line. Our football strength
is increasing, so look out, you other Coys., in this year's
SixaSide Competition.
Until next month, and apologies for such a short
article, good luck to all Coys, of the 4th.
" PenDCo."

support company
We in Sp. Coy., have had a very eventful month. We
have lost our Coy. Commander, Maj. A. R. H. Waring,
T.D., who has left us to become SecondinCommand of
the Bn. Our best wishes go with him and we trust that
he will continue to be a regular visitor to Sp. Coy. In his
place we welcome Maj. K. C. Meyrick, T.D., who is by
no means new to us, as we have known him for the last
three years as O.C., H.Q. Coy. We hope that his stay with
us will be a long and enjoyable one.
Even while these changes were taking place, weekend
training continued, the M.M.G. and Threeinch Mortar
Pis. spent a very wet and windy weekend at Lydd. The
results were not firstclass, but we did have the opportunity
of having our National Servicemen with us and showing
them the capabilities of our weapons (we hope the weather
did not dampen their spirits too much).
The AntiTank Platoon have visited Lulworth, and,
due to the very hard work of our P.S.I., Sgt. Dowsing (who,
we might add, has been away on an ATk. Course), had a
very successful weekend. We should like to thank our
Adjt., Capt. 1. H. Roper, M.C., who took charge of the
party.
News has reached us from our late P.S.I., C.S.M.
Hills, who left us in the New Year to join the 1st Bn. He
tells us that he is now in Malaya, but can tell us very
little more, apart from the fact that their transport broke
down in the Bay of Biscay. We hope that he managed to
reach the Sgts'. Mess.

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE AFRASD OF
ELEPHANTS P
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

The Coy. are now looking forward to their weekend
on the range, and their Annual Camp, and endeavouring
to learn as much as possible.
" Washout."

h.q. company
" March winds and April showers
Bring forth May flowers . . . "
The bitter March winds that lashed the slopes of a
certain Shorncliffe hill on 4th March may or may not be
a contributor to a future generation of flowers, but if
certainly was responsible for a crop of some of the most
grotesque panorama drawing ever seen. The hierarchy of
the Bn. Intelligence Section by dint of the laborious use
of frozen fingers and chewed pencils have opened new
vistas in the field of impressionistic art. Number Five
Intelligence Training Team, under whose auspices the
practice was held, are confident that if these puzzling
panorama; were ever captured by an enemy, they would
probably be sent to his department for underwater charts.
However, certain lessons were learnt and these,
together with some experience gained in map marking,
were passed on to the Intelligence Section Cadre as part
of their course of training. The Cadre previously men
tioned consists of National Servicemen who, by their
willingness to attend regularly, have made it possible for
some progress to be made in this very specialised subject
of Military Intelligence. The fact that the training has
proved interesting may be an encouragement to other more
hesitant N.S. personnel and a persuasion of the profitable
use to which their attendance would be put.
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The M.T. Section course of training waxes more
technical each week. New possibilities of vehicular loco
motion were raised by one member of the M.T., when he
asked for details of the " otto " cycle. It is understood that
the difficulties of exhibiting such a machine were adjudged
insurmountable by the M.T.O.
The blitzkreig, that art of reaching an objective by
shrewd, hard punches, was started by the German
Wehrmacht. We feel, however, that even they could not
have surpassed the determination with which the Provost
Sgt. and his motorcycle swept aside all barriers in Ton
bridge market place. This was part of some very determined
rough riding practice, which the M.T. Section hope to
continue in Montreal Park. We understand that this latter
news has come as a relief to the shattered nerves of the
people who use the market.
The Signal Platoon (or should we say Section ?), con
taining as it does, several old soldiers, has generally
organized its training programme in as convenient a manner
as possible. They excelled themselves on the 27th March
when they found themselves winding cable in the stores,
where, quite by accident (?), was a wireless broadcasting the
Jack Gardener fight. The aggressive caperings of the R.S.M.
and Cpl. Mew were wonderful to behold and their weaving,
feinting, jabbing and hooking had to be seen to be believed.
The explosive quality of their punches was equalled only
by the blood curdling and punctuated advice to " 'It im, 'it
'im again ! " Another date has been fixed for winding
the cable !
Maj. K. C. Meyrick, T.D., under whose kindly hand
H.Q. Coy. was restarted after the war, has been given
command of Sp. Coy. We cannot properly congratulate
him, since we feel that there is no Coy. which can better
our own. However, we can and do wish HTm pleasant
cooperation and every success, and we assure him of a
perennial welcome to the Invicta Clubroom.
" The Clubroom doors are open wide,
But do they never close ? " they cried.
The Steward shook his silver head,
" The Club doors never close," he said.
" The reason, sirs, is plain to see.
They're open for our old O.C.;
The beer, too, stands right handily—
A rare one for his beer WOT he!"
" Clubman."
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REGIMENTAL

DEPOT

T

HE month has been, for the most part, without
incident, excepting, of course, for Pte. (now Mr.)
Avis, who is enjoying the luxury of civilian life. '
The fine weather towards the end of the month
enabled our groundsman, Mr. Bird, to put in some really
hard gardening and we are looking most festive, which is
as it should be with the Festival of Britain upon us. We
do not boast quite as much mud as Battersea Park nor
do we have Mr. Bird staging strikes for more pay, other
than that the comparision is quite favourable.
Pte. Barker has joined the Depot from the 1st Bn. and
is expected to take up the post of Quartermaster's Clerk
upon the demobilization of Pte. Eastaugh, who will have
left us for " civvy street" by the time of publication.
Pte. Brown is due for demobilization in June and is
showing signs of getting " demob.happy " already. We will
now have to find another partner for Pte. Collins, who has
been accompanied for the last few months by Pte. Brown
on all the " heavy jobs." Any " muscle men " care to apply
for the post ?
As the time for reopening the Depot draws near,
Stores are pouring in and Maj. Pond has filled nearly all
the existing storage space, in fact, a great amount of
Stores, Misc., have seeped into the Old Gymnasium. C.S.M.
Mansfield has been recruited to swell the "Q" depart
ment's numbers and is proving to be a pillar of strength in
the present crisis.
The Depot turned out to a man to officiate at the
turnstiles when Kent played the Mote Cricket Club and
again when Clark's XI played S. Africa. We are pleased
to say "that there was no discrepancy between the number
of tickets sold and the cash taken.
Several members of the Depot Staff attended the
Annual Dinner of " The Queen's Own " Past and Present
Association last month. A most enjoyable time was had
and we hope that a larger section of the Depot will be
present next year, or for that matter, at any of the Past
and Present functions.
Our howitzers have taken on a new appearance and
have had nearly all their former glory returned to them
by the medium of a few pots of paint and the artistry of
Pte. Artiss, who has proved to be quite expert in the camou
flaging of artillery.
r^The breach of one gun was opened to reveal a dis
gustingly dirty barrel, which not even the largest size in
gauzes could cure. It has now been securely sealed with
paint and is hidden far from the prying eyes of the Kent
Yeomanry (R.A., T.A.).
. ^ An Adjutant's drill parade was held during the month
to ensurethat the Permanent Staff and holdees are kept
up fcr scratch and can be used as a criterion to the Intakes
who will be joining us shortly.
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We have had no football or cricket matches this
month, but the nets are in use most nights now that the
lighter evenings are coming.
Pte. Mathews has been in hospital with appendicitis,
but is now fully recovered and back at work. Our other
patient, Pte. Williams, has been discharged from the R.N.
Hospital and is now working in the Officers' Mess.
Both Maj. Keenlyside and Capt. Macmillan have been
away on courses, but they, too, are back and coping with
the enormous amount of work that accompanies
reactivation.
We were most proud and pleased to hear that the 1st
Bn. had been in action against the terrorists in Malaya and
had acquitted themselves so well.
We at home have the utmost confidence in the Bn.
and do not doubt for one moment that they will add to
the already great store of glory and honour gained by the
Regiment in the past.

sergeants' mess

T

HE serene atmosphere of the Regimental Depot has
not yet been seriously disturbed by " Reactivation,"
but no doubt during May the tempo will rise rapidly
with many arrangements to be made preparatory to receiv
ing our first National Service Intake in June.
In the meantime the social activities of the Mess are
being continued as in the past. On the 7th April, the Mess
were well represented at the Maidstone Branch, Past and
Present Association, Annual Dinner, at which we were
pleased to see the Colonel of the Regiment. All agree that
it was a pleasant evening and we congratulate the Maid
stone Branch on managing to get such good numbers to
attend.
On 8th April, the Mess was once again placed at the
disposal of 297 (Kent Yeomanry) L.A.A. Regt., R.A., for
a Sgts'. Mess Meeting. About 25 members attended and
were able to take lunch in the Mess following the meeting.
We do hope they all enjoyed their short stay.
A small representative party, under Sgt. Saywell, pro
ceeded to New Hythe on 9th April to attend the funeral
of the late F. A. Eldridge, who enlisted into the Regiment
on 23rd June. 1886, but left after completion of nearly
eight years' Colour service. He served for many years
in the Kent County Constabulary.
The Prison Officers from H.M. Prison, Maidstone, gave
us a return social and games evening in our Mess on 11th
April. Having mustered our usual stalwarts, we felt very
confident we would be able to " smarten 'em up." This was
very wishful thinking, for of six of the series of games
played, our total points was nil. H.M. Prison Staff Officers
were apparently right on top of their form. However, it
was their evening, but we could not allow them to get away
with it altogether, so we meekly challenged them to a game
we were confident of winning, viz, "Tipit," and sure
enough we did. Of course, they did not mind and the
Governor (whom we were very pleased to see come along)
obliged with some popular tunes on the piano whilst
members of his staff burst into song and generally gave
some very good entertainment with their monologues. A
very pleasant evening, and we sincerely hope on the next
occasion that we shall be able to reverse the result. Jim
Piggott, who is now on the Prison Staff, gave a masterly
display of darts. The R.S.M. entered a remark on the score

sheet, " Only just lost" ; presumably this was because he
was captain of the darts team.
A couple of members joined the Maidstone Joint
Council in a team shoot versus Aylesford Paper Mills Rifle
Club on the 19th April; the Joint Council was well beaten
by much more experienced shots with match rifles. How
ever, our members returned a reasonable score and were not
disgraced. No doubt it would be a different story on our
range using open sights.
The following evening the Mess was open to the Maid
stone Branch, P. and P. Association, for their return games
evening versus Boughton Monchelsea Club, the report of
which will appear under their notes. Yet once again the
Mess "Tipit" team did their stuff and enlightened the
visitors on the mystery of the " piece."
Yet another games and social evening was held on the
following Friday, 27th, when R.A.S.C. (Kent Coys.) Old
Comrades' Association visited us for their return match.
It seemed that these evenings were coming rather rapid
and in consequence our team must be getting stale, for
again the visitors came out on top in the games by winning
five out of seven. Undismayed, out came the " piece."
We may, on this occasion, have been rather overconfident,
for we had a very severe setback after we had won the
toss—the enemy found the piece on the third call and in
spite of all known tricks, we fell by the wayside by losing
21 points to two. (This would never do.) They were
promptly challenge best two of three, in spite of the late
hour. They cheerfully accepted and we soon had our
revenge by winning 21 points to five. It was now getting
really late and its was decided the last game be eleven
points up. This was an even match, for both teams had
secured ten points and the masters did their stuff. To our
dismay, our master failed, allowing the R.A.S.C. to get
the game on the final point. We are very quiet now on
this subject when in the company of a member of the
R.A.S.C. (Kent Coys.) O.C. Association.
Mess members were very elated on the evening of the
28th, some of whom had previously decided that New
castle United would win the Cup. Only one member, who,
no doubt, is now wiser, decided that Blackpool would win;
this, presumably, is because his wife happens to be a
" Geordie." The same evening the 4th Bn. .Sgts. held a
Mess meeting and social in the T.A. Canteen, which is in
the Barracks. One member ventured along and spent a
very pleasant couple of hours nattering to some of his old
pals. He hopes one and all, who had many miles to go,
found their various ways safely.
We are sorry that the Medicalman unattached has
now had to leave Maidstone on posting to Shorncliffe. We
all wish him and Mrs. Baker good fortune in their new
surroundings and will always be pleased if they will visit
us whenever they come to Maidstone. Bob Baker will be
sadly missed at our dances, where he has always kindly
carried out the duty of M.C. when requested and for which
we convey our many thanks.
On the 24th April, sad news seeped through that Mr.
(Hooky) Walker—Coachman, Regimental (Austin Seven,
1901)—had nearly allowed his trusty steed to "go up in
smoke." It was at the end of a fast run (1015 m.p.h.),
Maidstone to Folkestone, and on arrival was panting
heavily. Whilst the Coachman, Regimental, was stretching
his legs, he noticed smoke belching from the innards of his
steed and on investigation found it was necessary to use
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fire extinguisher. This was where he began to panic, as
he remembered he had left the fire extinguisher in the
garage at Maidstone on show, and frantically shouted,
" Fire! Water ! " It happened to be a short from the
starter battery and the water improved matters. Eventually
the fire was got under control and two stalwarts pushed
the infernal machine to the nearest garage, hoping for the
best. The stablemen soon had the matter put right and
the Coachman, Regimental, was short of the sum of
£1/7/5 for repairs. No doubt "Extinguishers, Fire," have
now been added to equipment.
Our thanks are due to Mrs. Foster, who kindly pre
sented the Mess with a dozen glass beer jugs on behalf of
the late Chris. Foster.
We were very pleased to have Mr. J. Robertson, from
the Royal Hospital (Leatherhead Detachment), stay with
us for about a week early in the month. We do hope he
enjoyed his stay and that memories were revived on the
occasion of the social evening with H.M. Prison Staff
Officers, since hie .was employed,at H.M. Prison many years
after, leaving the Service.
Letters have been received from R.S.M. Stephens and
R.Q.M.S. Grubb, of the 1st Bn., in Malaya. They,
apparently, have soon learnt the many details of jungle
warfare, for we hear the Bn. took part in a small action
and accounted for a couple of, bandits immediately on
arrival in their operational station.
We were all very sorry to hear Mr. J. D. Hayley, M.C.,
D.C.M. (Tim's father) was taken ill on 5th April—trying
to beat the weather in his garden. We are pleased, how
ever, to hear he is now making steady progress.
We were very interested in the story published in April
edition; under the title, " An Escape." The writer ends on
a very light note that they had kept the Germans and
themselves occupied, which, no doubt, was something con
sidering the monotony, of a P.O.W. We do hope that this
lead will bring forth some more stories of personal
adventures,, actions, etc., which took place during the
last war.
GARDENING NOTES.—R.S.M.'s plot in Barracks is
about to change ownership, since he has made no effort
whatsoever to prepare it for seeding. Agreed, it is dis
heartening to have the plot exposed to all and sundry, and
that the children do play " Cowboys and Indians " in the
cabbages.
The O.R.Q.M:S. has taken advantage of the short
spells of fine weather. He claims to have planted onions,
beetroot, carrots, peas, runners beans, marrow and lettuce
seeds, not,forgetting a couple of rows of radishes. If they
come up to expectations, it is hoped that the Sgts'. Mess will
have; an ample supply of veg. during the summer months.
He' certainly. has a fine row of January . King cabbages
coming along. His fruit trees have been trimmed and are
now showing plenty of blossom. He is beginning to hear
the thump of the ball on the bat—the nets are up ! !
C/Sgt. Ringe has at last emerged from hibernation
and has spent one whole Sunday morning on his patch. It
is rather heavy going clearing the jungle, anyhow, it will
be useful practice for him should he again be posted over
seas. Of course, he has now discovered in clearing the
jungle that he has got a couple heads of rhubarb growing
in the weeds. Mrs. Ringe better take heed, for he claimed
an excellent crop of spuds last year from those she had
boughtfor cooking.
"McCartney."

TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF THE
DEPOT

A

Lofty Eastaugh and Haircut Foster

S we mentioned in our last article, "Lofty" is very
nearly a "Mr." Due to this calamitous event and
to the fact that " Haircut" (myself) has been pinned
down for more than 24 hours, this article is being edited
by Pte. "Haircut" with the able assistance of Pte. "Pip"
(the new Office Boy).
The entire Depot Staff was a trifle annoyed, to put it
mildly, when yours truly was absent from his unit for four
days' Easter leave, seven days' privilege leave and a seven
day course, one after another, fri fact, when I walked into
Barracks, I was asked whether I was the new Orderly Room
Clerk or just a " holdee."
Pte. Bill Avis, alias " Tich," is now on 24 days' terminal
leave after reporting to his T.A. Unit, the 5th Bn., Q.R.R.
(T.A.), who were a trifle worried when he did not arrive
at the scheduled hour.
The "Lofty One" has had a piece of paper showing
the number of Army meals he has to eat, the number of
times he has to don B.D., etc. It appears that he has to
dress in B.D. once and take it off twice (it is very compli
cated and, we think, he has made a mistake somewhere).
Upon " Lofty's" disappearance, " Pip " jBarket will (it
is rumoured) have to sort out the appalling mess in which
the aforesaid " Lanky One " left his work in the " Q " Dept.
Great interest was aroused in Barracks a few weeks
ago when Pte. Matthews appeared, holding the corpses of
numerous chickens. Upon further investigation it was
found that they belonged to the C.O. and that the culprit
was "Star" (that did belong to Sgt. Eighteen, M.P.S.C.,
and now Pte. Artiss, R.W.K.). The C.O. waxed wrath and
demanded the immediate departure or demise of the hound,
whereupon Sgt. Eighteen gave it to Pte. Artiss who took it
to his home near Aldershot. Pte. Matthews was given the
job of " flogging a dead bird," and as he proved even better
than Arthur English, he was given the rest to sell. It is
rumoured that he raffled the hens, and when the winner
objected to a dead bird he gave him/her, his/her, money
back and took possession of the hen. Thus he was able
to live on roast chicken, boiled chicken, chicken cutlets,
chicken broth, etc., for many moons and was reputed to be
selling chicken sandwiches at,6d. a time.
Cpls. Hunt and Stanley are attached to H.C.G.T.C. at
Shorncliffe for an "extremely hard refresher course on the
training of recruits. When they come back we shall expect
to see them with regimental haircuts at least.
A few weeks ago the Adjutant held a Drill Parade.
Strange to relate he stood behind yours truly apd told the
R.S.M. that this was: the way that he liked to see a man's
hair cut and pointed at "Haircut" After the parade, feel
ing was high in the barrack room—" Haircut'' commended
for his tonsure and no one else. It was unheard of !
Great were the " jankers " after that parade and poor old
"Haircut" was very nearly overworked doubling in and
out of the place of judgment as escort to those on charges.
With this summary note, I find that I must crawl back
to the radiators in order to get warm, so cheerio till next
month.
" Haircut" and " Pip."
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REFLECTIONS

O

(Continued from November.)

UR departure in February, 1941, from Dymchurch
was less of a wrench than that we had experienced
at Haxey, although several of us had got well dug in,
and were loath to leave. Our march out of the town was
led by a stranger to us (then) one " Ron" Spiller. Our
sojourn at our new station (Wittersham) in tactical reserve
was of short duration, but was welcomed as a bit of a
rest from the rigours of coastal defence on which we had
been engaged.
At Wittersham, the Coy. found itself billeted in Bates'
Farm, reputed to have been the property of a millionaire,
which story was well backed up by the signs of affluence
about the place. The well appointed kitchen, complete
with the most modern cooking apparatus and a supply
of anthracite served us as a rather refined cookhouse, in
which Sid Billington and Adamson did their darnedest to
live up to the surroundings. During the whole period
here, a number of the Company went on leave, including
the Colour Sergeant (Len Clarke), and Cpl. F. C. Johnson
took over his administrative duties. The Platoon billets
consisted of large rooms in this farmhouse, sumptuously
carpetted and tapestried. Central heating was laid on, and
all in all, we were pretty well fixed.
We were here, however, for a mere 14 days or so,
during which time we supplied the R.Es. with working
parties to help build Nissen huts, during which operations
the word " denims " became synonymous with hard graft.
On one occasion we had a trip into Hastings to collect
cementmixers. The baths situation, which had always
been a problem in new billets, was easily solved at Bates'
Farm, as it was equipped with 12 bathrooms.
Our next move was to a place which, for many of us,
was to prove as much a " home from home " as Haxey,
namely—West Whitfield—just outside Dover.
We had, by this time, completely got over our baptism
of fire in France and Belgium—had at Dymchurch indulged
in a mild form of air attack, and had, on our infrequent
leaves in London, decided it wasn't too healthy there, and
had become accustomed to the suspense of waiting for an
invasion that never came.
We were, therefore, nearly
shaken out of our temporary feeling of complacence when,
on taking over some positions in a field near the village,
we heard a familiar whine, and a longdistance shell plonked
itself into the middle of the field!
No damage was done,
however, except to our dignity, and, as it happened, this
was the only time whilst we were near Dover that the Jerry
had the audacity to disturb us in this manner. Our subse
quent trips into Dover, however, soon made us familiar
with the "shellwarning" as well as the "airraid warning."
West Whitfield was quite a pleasant spot for us to be
in. The Platoons and Company Headquarters were in
separate billets, and the Company were separated quite a
way from Battalion Headquarters at Eythorne, and the
" ration truck " had to come into operation once more and
depart on its daily journeys to the Q.M.
We were eventually to visit Whitfield once more, after
leaving it for a while, so perhaps we may be forgiven if
we get a little mixed chronologically speaking in our nar
ration of individual events. It matters little, really, as
although this has developed into a sort of Company history,
it was not originally intended to be so.
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Thus we find ourselves once more becoming soldiers,
with periodic inspections, bugle calls, bianco (Properts No.
3) and Army Forms and red tape galore. The " Oak"
was the local pub. and for pictures we had the trip into
Dover—which was at times put out of bounds.
The Company Dining Hall was a large barn opposite
the farmhouse containing Company Headquarters, and the
Platoons marched to grub at mealtimes, 12 Platoon, who
were at Sparrow Court, being invariably late.
Training was the order of the day, and a general
smartening up process was instigated. On our second visit,
a few weeks later, we reached the culminating point when
there was a " Brigadier " inspection and everyone went into
small flaps, and proceeded to diminish little circles in the
usual fashion. Brasses and bianco were spotless. Rifles
and bayonets beyond reproach and the Colourbloke's
books were for once, right up to date. The P.R.I's. clerk,
L/Cpl. Ecclestone, made a special trip to London to obtain
supplies of the necessary shade of bianco. When the big
parade came, rifles were ordered to be carried in such a
way as not to spoil the bianco on the strings. Yes, it was a
big do, and probably did us no harm, though it didn't im
prove our language. A point to note here is that even the
Colour bloke and the cooks were on parade, though a few
minutes before the inspection the colourbloke was called
away to attend to pressing business.
Whitfield saw the departure of several of our number
to the Antitank Platoon, including " Peggy " O'Neill and
L/Cpl. Wakenshaw.
Between our two visits to Whitfield, we had a trip
across Kent and took up some more coastal defence—this
time at Heme Bay whose 21 pubs, made us very welcome
and the Skating Rink on the decapitated Pier made an ex
cellent, though tempting, Guard Room.
Heme Bay, being in the Thames Estuary, was quite a
likely spot for an invasion, although the place was not
nearly so deserted as Dymchurch.
The familiar beach
defences soon became part of our lives again, and we
commenced once more on the interminable scaffolding. A
Cafe on the front served us as a dining hall, and the cook
house in the rear which included our first and last potato
peeling machine, led conveniently out into Dookie's transport
section. The Duke's transport came top here in a Bat
talion inspection. Above the dining hall, was the Company
stores, and a longish room with a piano—sadly dilapitated.
The opportunity was taken in Heme Bay, to change the
Company's uniforms, only to have the old ones returned
when cleaned for further scheme service.
Company H.Q. was in what has been a boarding house
at one time, and conveniently placed almost next door to a
little Cafe where the C.H.Q. staff could often be found,
scoffing tea and wads and playing draughts.
10 Platoon, under Mr. Grimsey were separate from the
main body and under Sgt. Joe Murray, made their own
arrangements for cooking, etc. 12 Platoon had the privilege
of walking up and down the 100 steps to their position on
the beach. The Sunnymead Hotel is no doubt still there.
Apart from the sheer manual graft, however, our six
weeks stay at Heme Bay was pretty much of a cushy
billet, and we jogged steadily along, until we piled into our
transport and returned to West Whitfield, leaving our 2nd
i/c and the C/Sgt. busy counting nail holes (literally) to
hand over to the incoming unit, the Hampshires.
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BACK TO

O

YPRES—1951

N the eve of St. George's Day, Sunday, the 22nd
April, another page was added to the history of
St. George's Memorial Church, and to the Regi
ment, when a representative party visited Ypres at the
invitation of the Administrators and Chaplain of the British
Settlement for the purpose of attending the Festival
Thanksgiving Service for the reopening and restoration of
St. George's Church and all memorials therein after
German occupation and liberation by the Allied Armies
in 1944.

seem that the cobble stones had become any softer and
our Standard Bearers, Capt. R. Maltby, M.C. and Mr.
George Cockell, did not appreciate their hardness.

Capt. R. Maltby, M.C., and Mr. L. W. Dawson, of
the 11th Bn. Association, and Mr. G. Cockell, of the
Bromley Branch, left Victoria on Saturday morning and by
a miracle the bad winter weather turned to spring and they
were blessed with days of brilliant sunshine throughout
their visit.

It may not be generally known that the " Last Post"
is sounded at the Menin Gate each night and the funds are
provided by the Belgian people and administered by the
Last Post Committee, of which the Burgomaster is now
Chairman.

The solemnity of the service held in surroundings with
a unique setting with memories of the past, will be appreci
ated by those who have been privileged to attend St.
George's in the Salient.
At 6 p.m. in the presence of a large congregation, the
Standards of the British Legion from many Branches in
Belgium and Northern France, the R.A.F. Association and
those of the Bromley Branch and the 11th Bn. Association
proceeded to the altar steps, where they were received by
the Lord Bishop of Guildford (The Right Rev. H. C.
Montgomery Campbell, M.C., D.D.) and the Chaplain, the
Rev. J. S. Fowler, who placed them in the Sanctuary, with
exception that the Standards of the Brussels Branch, the
R.A.F. and the 11th Bn. Association had an honoured
place on the altar.
The service was conducted by the Chaplain and the
Lessons were read by Lt.Col. G. Blackburn Kane and
Mr. J. R. Griffin (General Secretary of the British Legion
and the British Settlement Committee).
The Lord Bishop gave a most inspiring address, the
theme of which was " Faith, Prayer and Effort," and it does
seem that the Chaplain must have been inspired by all
these blessings to have attained the complete restoration
of his Church.
After the service, the congregation made their way
to the Pilgrim's Hall, prior to attending the " Last Post"
ceremony at the Menin Gate, and amongst others we
noticed the British Ambassador to Belgium, the Military
Attache, the British ConsulinChief from Antwerp, the
ViceConsul from Lille and many senior officers of the
Imperial War Graves Commission.
The West Kent party were able to make acquaintance
with representatives of other Regiments, including Capt.
J. D. A. Woodhouse and Capt. Capel, of the 11 th Hussars,
and R.S.M. Hackett, of the Grenadier Guards, who had
travelled from B.A.O.R. to be present at the service.
At 7.45 p.m. the party moved off to the Menin Gate,
headed by eleven Standards, the Royal West Kents having
the pride of place at the head of the column. It did not

Sharp at 8 o'clock, the buglers of the Ypres Fire
Brigade sounded the " Last Post " and in the perfect silence
the Chaplain recited the Exhortation to our Elder Brethren,
those inspiring words of Laurence Binyon, which are now
known to all. Then came the " Reveille " and the short
but most impressive ceremony was complete.

It is just as well to remind readers that the small
semicircle of the Ypres Salient, about six miles in diameter,
probably provides, for its size, the largest graveyard in
history. Out of a total of rather over a million British
dead, by land, sea and air in the Great War of 191418,
185,000 are commemorated in Belgium. Of those who fell
in Flanders, over 100,000 have no known graves, and their
names are recorded on memorials to the missing, of which
the Menin Gate is engraved with 54,896.
The enjoyment of the visit was considerably enhanced
by the social held in the Pilgrim's Hall on Saturday evening,
and which was given to the visitors by the Chaplain and
members of the British Settlement.
Mr. Scott, of the London Branch, and his son from
Lille visited us during the evening and he was most dis
appointed that the Standard of the London Branch did not
share honours with those on parade.
We owe a debt of gratitude to the Chaplain, Rev. J. S.
Fowler, who on Monday conveyed us by car to Potijze,
Spoilbank, Voormezeele and Dickebusch. A stop was made
on the way at Bedford House Cemetery, so well supervised
by Mr. G. Oxenbridge, late of the 10th Bn. The spring
flowers were in full bloom and the banks of the moat were
carpeted with white narcissi. An example showing how
well all the British Cemeteries are maintained by the
Imperial War Graves Commission.
Before closing this record of our visit, we must refer
to the need for support of the Endowment Fund, which is
being created to provide a permanent income for the main
tenance of St. George's Church and the British Settlement.
The whole of the collections at the Church on Sunday,
the proceeds of the Social, the Sale of Work, etc., held this
weekend were for this purpose and an appeal is made to
all exservice members of the Regiment, who have memories
of the Salient, to send donations towards this worthy object.
Mr. L. W. Dawson will be only too pleased to receive
any money and he will forward it to the Chaplain in Ypres.
Don't forget, a beautiful Memorial Standard rests in
St. George's Church to the memory of the fallen of the
Regiment.
L.W.D.
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PASTePRtSENT
ASSOCIATION
R.Y.Y. Club,
Lancresse,
Guernsey, C.l.

Dear Sir,
Herewith copy of minutes of the Inaugural Meeting
of the Guernsey Branch of the Past and Present Association,
The Queen's Own R.W.K. Regiment, also please find copy
of the Guernsey Press, which attended and recorded the
events of a very successful evening. Those present included:
W. Trowbridge, 2nd Bn.; D. Tandy, 6th Bn.; S. E.
Brookes, 1st and 2nd Bn.; W. Gower, 2nd Bn.; W. J.
Gaskin, 1st Bn.; H. J. Smith, 1st Bn.; E. Bryan, 2nd Bn.:
W. Mayle, 2nd Bn.: J. Bates, 2nd Bn.; R. Downes, 2nd Bn.;
C. R. Baker, 2nd Bn.; B. Hepworth, 2nd Bn.; R. H.
Thatcher, 1st and 2nd Bn.
Letters and/or phone messages were received from the
following apologising for nonattendance:
R. Self. A. Chester, A. Gorman, F. Upton, B. Ridley,
A. Le Tissier, H. Reeves, J. Bromley, H. Godfrey.
These all hope to attend our next monthly meeting on
7th April.
The get together from 19.30 hours to 20.30 hours was
most successful and at 20.30 hours the meeting opened. The
following were proposed and seconded as the Committee
for the year 1951/52.
Chairman, R. H. Thatcher; Vicechairman, S. E.
Brookes; President, W. J. Gaskin; Vicepresident, R. Self*;
Hon. Secretary/Treasurer, E. Godfrey*; Committee, B.
Hepworth. J. Bates, R. Baker.
*These two members were elected in their absence, we
knowing they would be prepared to accept office.
Our H.Q. for all meetings for the present will be Les
Caves de Bordeaux, Guernsey.
I have sent a letter of thanks to Deputy Alan Mackay
for his kindness in permitting us the use of these premises,
gratis, which could perhaps be expressed in what we hope
will be a small space in "The Queen's Own Gazette."
In closing may I thank both MajorGeneral W. P.
Oliver and the Parent Association for their good wishes
in our new venture.
R. H. Thatcher.

WEST KENTS FORM A LOCAL BRANCH
IN GUERNSEY

T

HIRTEEN men, all exofficers and men of The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, met in
the lounge of Les Caves de Bordeaux last night and
founded the Guernsey branch of The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment Past and Present Association. They
elected their officers and committee and settled all the
business of an inaugural meeting.
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But before the meeting began there was a general get
together of these old comrades of this famous Regiment,
and among them was one member from Alderney, Mr.
Monty Gower. They exchanged drinks and yarns before
the serious business of the evening began.
The convener of the meeting was Capt. R. H. Thatcher,
who was unanimously elected chairman. He read telegrams
of good wishes from the parent Association at Maidstone,
and from MajorGeneral Oliver, Chief of Staff, Eastern
Command, who was Adjutant of the 2nd Bn. when they
were stationed in the island.
The chairman also said he had apologies for absence
from eight other members who were unable to attend. He
said there were also other exmembers of the Regiment
in the island who he hoped would become members of the
Association.
The meeting went on to elect other officers and Major
S. E. Brooks was elected vicechairman; Col. W. J. Gaskin
was chosen as the Guernsey branch's first president, and
Mr. Roy Self as vicepresident. Mr. Ted Godfrey, in his
absence, was elected to fill the post of hon. secretary/
treasurer; and the committee was elected as follows:
Messrs. B. Hepworth, J. Bates and R. Baker.
SUBSCRIPTIONS

The question of an entry fee and subscription was fully
discussed, and the meeting decided, after various suggestions
had been put forward, that the entry fee be a voluntary
donation by the members, and that there be a monthly
subscription of 1/. This was proposed by Major Brooks,
who also suggested that a box be available at every meeting
for voluntary donations from members.
To that the
meeting agreed.
Col. Gaskin said that if any member was unable to
pay the subscription he should still became a member of
the branch. After all they were all members of the Regi
ment.
It was decided that meetings be held on the first
Monday of each month at 8 p.m. At the kind invitation
of Deputy A. M. Mackay meetings would be held at Les
Caves de Bordeaux. Members unanimously decided that
a letter of thanks be sent to Deputy Mackay for his offer.
LONG SERVICE

The chairman announced that the new branch would
become affiliated to the parent Association at Maidstone,
and the question of future functions, when wives and
friends would be invited, was left to the Committee to
arrange. It was discovered that at such functions—dances,
etc., members would probably be able to furnish their own
orchestra.
It was also discovered, during the informal chat which
followed the meeting, that three commissioned officers
present had nearly 100 years' service in the Regiment be
tween them. They were: Major Brooks, 34 years, 9
months; Capt. Thatcher, 33 years and 7 months; Col.
Gaskin, 27 years, 6 months.
Musical Host (to friend who has been invited to
dinner): "Would you like a sonata before dinner, old
man ? "
Friend (not at all musical): "Well, I don't mind. I
had a couple on my way here, but I think I can stand
another."
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EX "B" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION

A

PRIL and its first Saturday saw us once again at the
Drill Hall, where we spent our usual very entertaining
evening. It is strange, but nevertheless true, in a
" floating" community such as ours that although the
average numbers attending remain static, the actual people
present are constantly changing.
For instance, on this
April evening, we were short of about three of our
" regulars " who were away in Maidstone, but their places
were taken, as though by bush telegraph, by three others
—" new " old ones—to wit: Wally and Arthur Batstone,
and Bert Acott, the latter two having left us in 1939 to
keep the Depot going. With several of the same vintage
present, it may be easily imagined the flashbacks that
occurred, not only in the realm of reminiscence, but also
in the way of "song" (per want of a better word!).
"Business" for the evening consisted almost entirely
of preparations and discussions for and about our coming
"Stag Party." on 5th May, and our dance on 26th May,, at
the Green Man, Catford.
"Beehive Regulations" are ensuring us a pretty full
quota of " Bees," and we hope to announce next month the
first of our " Bumble Bees."
Till then all the best to all from Penge.
" Nightingale."

7th BATTALION
THIRD ANNUAL REUNION OF OLD COMRADES

O

NCE again we record a few fleeting impressions
of yet another gathering, this year held in London,
at the request of our London contingent.
Although we reluctantly decided to forego the dinner,
mainly on the grounds of expense, the Committee were
delighted to see close on seventy old friends, who braved
the elements to attend a bullet supper at the Lord Raglan,
on 31st March, 1951.
There was, as usual, the minimum of formality, and
after we had toasted H.M. the King, the Regiment, and our
ColonelinChief, and had remembered and paid tribute to
Absent Friends, Ernie Hills gave us his brief report, and
was deservedly thanked by Colonel Blanch for all his
efforts.
We then settled down to our usual happy evening of
eating, drinking and nattering. It was a delight to see
representative gatherings from all the old Companies of
the Seventh, and while space precludes mention of all by
name, yet the writer v/ill no doubt be forgiven for mention
ing just a few of those present.
We were once again privileged to have two exCom
manding Officers in the persons of Col. Clay and Col.
Blanch with us. Freddie Rulfett was also well to the fore
with a staunch little knot of exA Coy. " types," headed
by Charlie Pratt. A "three line whip" had apparently
gone out to B.O.R. stall" as there was almost a hundred per
cent, turnout, headed by the exAdjutant, Jack Robinson
himself, with " Mo " Harris looking younger than ever. The
Q.M., our old friend Ben, was this year with us and the
writer wonders whether Harrison did contrive to get that
pack of cards after all! Last, but not least, we were pleased
to welcome a small but representative coterie from the

19141918 era. We hope they enjoyed being with us as
much as we enjoyed their company. May their numbers
grow as the years go by.
All too soon the evening came to an end, and the
writer personally discovered that when it was time to say
good night, there were a hundred things left unsaid and a
score of old friends not spoken to. His one consolation is
that there will be another Reunion next year. Until then—
at Gravesend—au revoir and good hunting.
Johnnie.

11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

T

HE Annual General Meeting of the Association was
held on Friday, 30th March last, at Ward's, Princes
Street, Westminster.

The President, Major A. J. Jimenez, M.C., was unable
to attend owing to indisposition and Capt. C. F. Hall
deputised.
Members were very pleased to see Colonel D. J. Dean,
V.C'., T.D.. J.P., who had travelled from Sittingbourne.
The chair was taken by Mr. L. G. Eves, and after the
reading of the minutes of the previous meeting, the presen
tation of the committee's report and the accounts, the
election of the officers and committee for the ensuing year
was proceeded with.
It is the custom in the Association that the chairman
shall hold office for only one year and after the President
and VicePresidents were reelected, Mr. L. G. Eves vacated
the chair. Capt. C. F. Hall temporarily took charge and
Capt. A. V. D. Morling, M.C., was then unanimously elected
as chairman of the Association for the ensuing year. It is
interesting to note that Capt. Morley was commissioned to
the Bn. in 1915, in the days of the Private Bands Ground,
at Catford, and that his father, Councillor Walter Morley,
was hon. secretary of the Recruiting Committee appoihted
by the Borough of Lewisham to create the 11th (Service)
Bn. of the Regiment. Donald Morley has been an en
thusiastic member of the Association ever since it was
formed and his old comrades wish him luck and are proud
to have him at the helm—a position he has earned by hard
work in our interests.
Mr. A. E. Grant, an original member of the Bn. and
the Association, was elected ViceChairman.
The Committee was reelected en bloc, with the ex
ception that Mr. A. W. Bull was appointed to fill the
place of Mr. E. J. Smith, who had resigned.
Those holding official positions in the Association are
as follows: —
President: Major A. J. Jimenez, M.C.
VicePresidents: Major J. C. Beadle, M.C.; L. W.
Dawson, Esq.; J. Hayley, Esq., M.C., D.C.M.; Capt. C. F.
Hall; Lt.Col. F. J, Spranger, O.B.E., M.A.; Capt. T.
Rooney, M.C.; Colonel D. J. Dean, V.C., T.D., J.P.; Capt.
R. Maltby, M.C.; Capt. R. D. Russell, M.C.; R. C. M.
Jenkins, Esq.; L. G. Eves, Esq.
Chairman: Capt. A. V. D. Morley, M.C.
ViceChairman: A. E. Grant, Esq.
Committee: Capt. C. F. Hall; Capt. R. Maltby, M.C.;
Capt. C. B. Smith; Messrs. A. W. Bull; L. G. Eves; W. T.
Riggall; J. Woodball.
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Treasurer: Capt. R. I. Russell, M.C.
Secretary: L. W. Dawson.
Asst. Secretary: S. Knight.
Press Correspondent: S. Knight.
Asst. Secretary: S. H. Lewis.
Auditors: Capt. H. J. Hay word, M.C.; G. A.
L.W.D.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

T

HE Branch meeting on the 11th April was rather a
lengthy one, due to the important functions which are
scheduled for the next three months, and full dis
cussion took place in order to ensure full support and
success for the coach outing to Dymchurch, on Sunday.
24th June, as well as the Annual Reunion of the Past and
Present Association, at Maidstone, on 15th July, 1951,
when a coach will take members of the Branch and others
interested.
It was decided to hold the Annual General Meeting at
the "Ravensbourne." on Wednesday, 13th June, 1951. at
7.30 for 8 p.m., to which all members are urged to attend.
The question of Branch Rules was raised and deferred
until the revised rules of the Association have been received.
The Chairman, Mr. S. Terry, made it known that four well
known exofficers of the Regiment have expressed their
desire to support the Branch, which was received with great
pleasure by those present, who hope that they will soon
make their appearance at our meetings and functions.
Details will follow next month.
Members of the Branch, together with those of the
London Branch, travelled together by coach to Maidstone
on the 7th April and thoroughly enjoyed the Maidstone
Branch dinner.
Will those interested in the functions which have been
planned and living in the Catford and District and Bromley
Districts, please get in touch with me:
S. KNIGHT, 215, RIDGE ROAD, SUTTON, SURREY;
and every effort will be made to accommodate them. This
refers particularly to members of the 11th (Lewisham)
Association. The Branch is now 45 members strong. I am
pleased to announce, but I still hope for more.
Best wishes to all Branches.
" Ravensbourne."

LONDON BRANCH

F

OR our final meeting at "The Spread Eagle," on
Friday, 27th April, 28 members of the Branch
managed to attend, including our President, Brig.
R. A. Riddell, C.B.E., A.D.C., and Maj. A. S. Bredon. Also
present were four of our regular ladies—Mesdames Hale,
Medhurst, Lake and Keeler.
The Chairman, Mr. H. Elson, read a card from Col.
B. L. Clay, O.B.E., saying that being away at the Regi
mental Golf Meeting, he regretted not turning up that
evening. It was decided to send a letter to the Maidstone
Branch, thanking them for inviting us to their Annual
Dinner and to show our appreciation for their hospitality.
While on this subject, I should like to remind all Branches
that, given enough time to make arrangements, we will
always support you in strength.
The meeting was devoted to the usual business and
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mostly to do with the Maidstone Reunion and the change
to our new Branch Headquarters.
Scotty, having just returned from Belgium, looked very
weary, in fact, too tired to give his usual lecture on
" Branch Standards Abroad." Never mind, he will carry
the Banner on the British Legion Parade in Hyde Park on
Whitsun Saturday. He seemed disappointed, having bought
up the pub's supply of sandwiches, not to find a Regimental
Tie between two slices of rootie.
It was a pleasure to us to entrust our Standard to the
young, but active Catford Branch for their St. George's
Church Parade.
The usual raffle was won by Brig. Riddell and, being
cigarettes of the " Senior Service " brand, much in evidence
during " Combined Ops " in the saloon bar after the meeting.
Trevor Thomas has at last found a cure for all com
plaints from Bangalore flea bite to old age. which is a
bucket of " Guinness " and some Park Lane pills.
Letters received from Branches promising their sup
port for our Reunion on September 8th, at London Bridge,
will be answered in due course, but in advance, we say,
" Thank you."
In conclusion, will all members of " The Queen's
Own." able to do so, please give us a good send off by
coming along to "The Cranbourne," 1, St. Martin's Lane,
London, W.C.2, on Friday, 25th May, 1951, at 8 p.m.
Our coach for the Maidstone Reunion is already on
the way for a full complement and we shall know, at the
next meeting, final number going by coach and if another
one will be required. For the benefit of those still to make

Tel.: REGENT 5915.
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up their minds, we shall leave "The Cranbourne," Leicester
Square, at 9 a.m. sharp, and hope to leave Maidstone to
return around 7 p.m. Fare 8/.
Hoping to see many new as well as old faces at " The
Cranbourne " on the last Friday in May.
" One Wave."

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

A

S previously notified the Maidstone Branch held their
Annual Dinner on Saturday 7th April. 1951. at The
New Inn Hotel. Maidstone. With a total of 130
Past and Present members of the Regiment the proceedings
opened at about 8 p.m., by the Rev. Canon C. B. Sampson,
M.A., Vicar of Maidstone, reciting the Exhortation and
Grace. Following dinner there was a ten minute interval
to allow all to charge their glasses for the toast to His
Majesty the King, which was given by Maj. C. H. Keenly
side, Officer Commanding the Regimental Depot. Shortly
afterwards Mr. C. T. Stringer (a founder member of the
Branch) was called upon to toast H.R.H. The Duchess of
Kent, our ColonelinChief. The toast of the Regiment
was given by Lt.Col. A. Howe, Branch President, who
reminded the company present, that it was just 150 years
ago that the Regiment gained the first battle honour, when
H.M. King George III was graciously pleased to grant
permission for the 50th Foot, to assume and wear in their
colours, a badge as a distinguished mark of approbation and
as a lasting memorial of the glory acquired to His Majesty's
Arms by the zeal, discipline and intrepidity of his troops in
the arduous campaign in Egypt during 1801. Of course the
Regiment had also distinguished itself in other campaigns
before this and have done so on many occasions since, cul
minating with the recent despatch overseas of the 1st Bn.,
whom, he was quite sure would continue to uphold the
honour and traditions of the Regiment, and " cover them
selves with glory." Lt.Col. Howe also read out a telegram
that had been despatched to H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent,
as follows: " Maidstone Branch Past and Present Associa
tion of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, now
assembled for their Annual Dinner, request that you will
convey to the ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of
Kent, their expression of sincere loyalty and devotion."
The following reply was received during the evening from
Buckingham Palace: "Please convey to all members of
Maidstone Branch Past and Present Association now
assembled for their Annual Dinner my sincere thanks for
their kind message and my best wishes for a very happy
and enjoyable evening.—Marina, ColonelinChief."
A
telegram of " Greetings and Good Health from the boys of
" 62 Club " was also received and read to the company. The
Toastmaster then called upon Mr. J. E. Wright (Chatham
Branch) to give the toast of The Association. Before he did
so he said he felt highly honoured to be called upon and
that no doubt he would be " putting his foot in it" by what
he was about to say. He felt that this type of function
was an excellent way of getting past members of the Regi
ment together and he appealed to all to do their utmost
to get others, of which there are many in the county, to
join branches located in their areas, he specially called
upon ex officers, who although members of the Association,
would be invaluable in giving guidance at branch meetings.
In response MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.,

President of the Past and Present Association, said that lie
was proud and highly pleased to see such good numbers
present at the function, which included members from
London, Catford and Chatham Branches, also that the
company present was truly representative of both .he Past
and Present which ranged from InPensioner J. Robertson,
from The Royal Hospital, Chelsea, who lent colour to
the party in his scarlet tunic, down to Pte. G. Eastaugh,
a National Serviceman, serving at the Regimental Depot,
contributor to the "Buster" under the title "Trials and
Tribulations of the Depot." The Colonel of the Regiment
also expressed hope that no effort be spared to swell our
ranks by getting members to join their local Branch of the
Association.
The toast "Our Guests," was given by Mr. H. Carman
(Branch Chairman), which was responded to by Brigadier
H. Fletcher, O.B.E., T.D., Chairman of Maidstone Joint
Council of ExService Associations, who, although an
R.A.S.C. man, amused all by saying his connection with
the Regiment was a very important one in that he had at
one time in the Great War, 191418, been responsible for
ensuring that a Bn. of the Regiment received their rations.
Responses were also given on behalf of the London Branch
by Mr. Len Remfrey, who kept the company amused by his
many cracks concerning the organisers and their methods
of inveiglement into calling upon him to respond, and S.
Terry, Esq., of Catford and District Branch.
Time was now getting on and entertainment by the
pianist did not catch on since everybody wanted to talk to
their many friends, until around quarter past eleven, when
the evening rounded off with the traditional regimental
quick march, "A Hundred Pipers," "Auld Lang Syne" and
" God Save the King."
Members of the Maidstone Branch are very apprecia
tive to the support given by the London and Catford
Branches in arranging a coach from London, and for
representatives of the Chatham Branch attending. Apologies
for nonattendance were received from Col. W. V. Palmer,
Lt.Col. A. A. Eason, Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells
Branch and Joe Saunders. We were also very sorry that
George Carter (Catford Branch) was prevented from attend
ing owing to illness, and hope by now he has recovered.
Of our visitors there was a strong element of the 1st Bn.
both in exOfficers and others, and we were very pleased
indeed to see Lt.Col. E. S. Kerr, Lt.Col. C. E. P. Craven,
Maj. De S. H. LewisBarned, Charlie Bruce, Busty Canna
cott, Jimmy Hammond, Dick Hayward, Len Remfrey, Sid
Terry, Len Watkins, Trevor Thomas and their ladies. We
hope they all reached their respective destinations safely
and had an enjoyable evening.
On the 19th April a team designated " Maidstone Joint
Council of ExServicc Associations Small Bore " proceeded
to Aylesford to pit their skill against the Aylesford Paper
Mills Rifle Club. Two teams were formed from 18 mem
bers who turned up, which included six from the Maid
stone Branch. As was expected the A.P.M. were rather
above our standard, but a very enjoyable evening's shoot
was held under excellent conditions, using proper match
rifles. Joint Council " A" team mustered a total of 687
and the " B" team 685, against A.P.M's. score of 851 out
of a possible 900. Norman Dumbrell obtained the highest
individual score for the Joint Council with 96. If all
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members had attained this score we would just have beaten
our opponents, so you now have some idea of their skill.
The following evening we held our usual monthly
meeting. Owing to a games and social following it was
rather a hurried affair, but a fair amount of business was
dealt with. At this meeting it was agreed that the Branch
Outing would take place on Sunday, 24th June, 1951, at
Ramsgate. A 32seater coach has been booked and any
members interested are advised to inform the secretary
early in order to avoid disappointment. At the meeting Mr.
Stringer stated that parcels from Australia, have been dis
tributed to some of our elderly members through the
Maidstone Branch of the British Legion, to whom we are
indeed grateful. The Branch Standard will be on parade
for the British Legion Parade of Standards, and Review,
by H.M. The King, in Hyde Park, on Saturday, 12th May.
The proposed Social and Dance, being organised by the
London Branch, to take place in London on 8th September,
1951, was also discussed. In view of the arrival of Boughton
Monchelsea Club, who were being entertained to indoor
games, the meeting was brought to a close at 8.10 p.m.
With our visitors the Sergeants' Mess appeared rather
crowded, but chairs were soon replaced and decks cleared
for games. After a very rapid of " who we got," the games
committee soon drew up a list of players for the various

games, which were in full swing in double quick time. We
held our own in the series of games, winning four to our
opponents three; i.e., billiards, snooker, shovehalfpenny and
one of two games of crib. A Past and Present team took
their place as usual to find the " piece." Our opponents
put in a rather youngish team, who required a short spell
of instruction before proceedings started properly. As was
expected we won comfortably—in fact they were so easy
at one stage, Sam Ludford said when looking for the
" piece," " You have it." and quite unexpectedly his oppo
nent revealed the " piece "—not a game to gloat over.
On the 30th April we are looking forward to a good
evening's entertainment when the winners (Royal Naval
Association) challenge the "Rest" of Joint Council Ex
Service Associations, to a series of games—more about this
next month.
In the meantime note these dates: —
18th May. Monthly Meeting, 7.45 p.m., at Sergeants'
Mess, The Depot.
15th June, Monthly Meeting, 7.45 p.m., at Sergeants'
Mess, The Depot.
24th June, Branch Annual Outing to RAMSGATE—
leave 9.30 a.m., The Barracks (Book early if you want to
make sure of a seat).

Don't hang around, girls—one of them's my missus, taken up warwork.
|London Express Service.
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LL T A K E PLACE ON

Sunday, July 15th, 1951
AT

The Barracks, Maidstone
Church Parade





11.0 a.m.

Service of Remembrance at All Saints' Church
Maidstone


11.30 a.m
Laying of Wreaths on Cenotaph
THE REGIMENTAL BAND of 1st Bn. (Royal East Kent Regiment)
Will be present by kind permission of LieutenantColonel J. F. CONNOLLY, 1D.S.0.
and Officers THE BUFFS.

BUFFET LUNCH
LUNCH 4'-

1.30 p.m.
TEA -from 3.30

Applications, together with remittance, should be forwarded to the Hon. Secretary, The Barracks,
Maidstone, not later than Monday, 9th July, 1951

During the Afternoon the Band will play.
Children's Races organised, and the Miniature Range will be open,
The

Hon. Secretary,
The Queen's Own Past & Present Association,
Regimental Headquarters,
The Barracks, Maidstone.

PAST <& PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

THE
QUEEN'S OWN

J U L Y 1911

FOUNDED
PATRON:

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS. PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OF KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E
ColonelinCliief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT:
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN:
COLONEL W. V. PALMER
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER:
LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES:
BRANCH

SECRETARY

CHAIRMAN

Bromley

Mr. J. Curry

Chatham

Mr. C. J. Williams

C a t f o r d & D i s t r i c t .. Mr. S. J. Terry
Deptford

&

..

D i s t r i c t Mr. A. H. Fifielcl

Gravesend

Mr. A. Wood

London

Mr. H. A. Elson

Maidstone

Mr. H. Carman

Sevenoaks
Shorncliffe

LtCol. I. R. Lovell,

Major N. S. C.
Tonbridge &
Elmslie.
Tunbridge Wells
Lt.Col. G. K.
6th Battalion
Defrates, D.S.O., M.C.
Mr. E. Goodman
7th Battalion
8th

Battalion

10th Battalion
11th Battalion
20th

(London)

Capt. A. V. D.
Morley, M.C.
Mr. J. Mingay

DETAIL OF MEETINGS

Last Saturday each month at Drill Hall,
Mr. S. G. Lewis,
East Street, Bromley.
89, College Road, Bromley.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
Mr. J. E. Wright,
Hall, Boundary Road, Chatham.
"Royson" 43, Blaker Avenue, Rochester.
Second Wednesday each month. 7.45 p.m., at
Mr. S. Knight,
Ravensbourne Hotel, Nr. Catford Bridge,
215, Ridge Road, Sutton, Surrey.
London, S.E.6.
At " Brown Bear," High Street, Deptford,
Mr. J. W. Reed,
S.E.8. Last Saturday, each month.
55, Berthon Street, Deptford, S.E.8.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
61, Kings Drive, Gravesend.
Last Friday each month, at " The Cran
Mr. W. A. Cole.
bourn," 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
23, Hertford Street, London, W.l.
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Mr. C. Culver,
20. Lime Tree Walk, Sevenoaks
Fourth Friday of each month, 7.30 p.m.,
Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
' FleurdeLys," High Street, Sandgate.
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
Drill Hall, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
Mr. J. Carter,
Deakin Lees, Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
Mr. C. Sayers,
Bromley.
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Alternately London and Gravesend annually,
Mr. E. Hills,
1st Saturday in April.
63, Princes Road, Gravesend.
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
23. Morton Gardens, Wallington, Surrey.
Mr. Stanford,
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
6. Bramley Way, West Wickham.
Meeting
first Tuesday each month, Holly
Mr. F. W Sales,
Hedge House, Blackheath.
16, Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3

Additional Member:
Mr. M. R. Audsley, M.S.M., 45, Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are:
Life Membership: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 1 0 /  ; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/, Other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and
All communications should

Present Association

Badges are

available a t a cost of 2/ to Life Members.

be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

CIVIL

A N D SERVICE
TAILORS
GENERAL OUTFITTERS

GEORGE H.LAVEY

Oiainpagne is excellent
but

MERCIER
is

& CO. LTD.

KEGEXT HOUSE

M A I D S T O N E

CHAMPAGNE "PAR EXCELLENCE"

E S T A B L I S H E D 1882

Eminently Suitable
For all occasions

NOW APPOINTED TO

THE QUEEN'S OWN
ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
ON

RETIREMENT

OF

MESSRS. HENRY TAYLOR & SON
TEL.

2960

YOUR WINE MERCHANT Will QUOTE YOU

MAIDSTONE

Maidstone's Safest Milk ! !

(p'umtosc $ JZen S)otoies
LTD.

PASTEURISED MILK
TUBERCULIN TESTED (Farm
Bottled) MILK
for Infants and Invalids
EGGS & CREAM

Phone 2610

KENT COUNTY YEAR BOOK
C O N T A I N S:

OFFICIAL INFORMATION
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CATALOGUE AND SAMPLES ON REQUEST

Modern Printing
Established 1770

Civil and Military Tailors and
Outfitters
97, NEW BOND STREET. LONDON. W.l.
Telephone :

Grosvenor 501676

"For the Finest in Service and

Civilian

Wear"

Special Export Facilities
Our Representatives will wait upon you where and

For over SIXTYTHREE years we have
kept pace with the everincreasing tempo
of the age. Our factory is equipped with
the latest types and machinery. Our modern
technicians are experts in the production of
Regimental Christmas Cards, Diestamped
Stationery, Invitation Cards, Account Books
and Printing of all descriptions from Visiting
Cards to a Corps History. Prompt personal
attention to all orders.

HIORNS & MILLER
LIMITED

when you so desire, and at our premises every
courtesy and attention is assured to both old and
new customers.

40 Marlborough Street, Devonport
TELEPHONE

Branches at :

437

DEVONPORT

CAMBERLEY. ALDERSHOT, SALISBURY, CATTERICK
Appointed Tailors to over Fifty Regiments and Corps

THE

MILITARY

PRINTING

SPECIALISTS

TEI.KPHONK 2838 MAIDSTONE

BENNITTS LTD.
Wholesale anb TRetail {Tobacconists

6 and 63a, HIGH STREET
AND

3, MARKET STREET,
MAIDSTONE
All Orders promptly executed
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Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette." The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record

Office—Warwick.

Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment (M.G.)
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces:
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
4th Bn. (T.A.)

Battalions:
F.A.R.E.L.F.
Tonbridge.

ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent. C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B.. O.B.E.
O.C.. Regimental Depot, Major C. H. Keenlyside

" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:
p
Officers. 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks, o/ per annum, post free.
ThP Fditor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with a
Unit of the Regiment, should address their MSS. to the SubEditor of the Battalion with which they are serving; otherw.se
direct to the Editor, The Barracks. Maidstone. The Editor cannot undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite request
is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.
Subscribers are earnestly requested t o keep t h e Editor informed of any change of address.

the queen's own royal west kent regiment
ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B.. O.B.E.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B., Af.C.
Talbot n E. B. D.S.O.. M.C.

Appointments
Depot, R.W.K. (Holdee).
MAJORS

BoothTucker, J. M. D.
Heygate, E. S., M.C.
Martyn, A
Andrews, D. H., M.C.
Jackson, L. F. W. ..
Elliott, G. G„ D.S.O.

.
.
.
.
.
.

Brooke, H, J. S., O.B.E.
Hazleton, B. E.. D.S.O., M
Fawcett. G. P.
Spurr, E. C.
Stoneham, B. J. R.
Keenlyside, C. H.
Moss, R. E
Fyler, A. R

.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Buckle, P. C. M. ..
Flint, A. J. M., M.B.E.
Crook, P. E, O.B.E.
Read, M. R„ Af.C.
Butler, R.. M.B.E.. M.C.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L., Af.C.
Jackson, D. W.
Thomas, R. C. W., O.B.E
Bailey, J. D. B. ..
Archer. M. G. M.. Af.C.
Rickcord. M. B,
Turner, P. R. H.
Dowse, R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H.
Faulkner, D. O.

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

(T/Lt.Col.) 214 Group H.Q.. R.P.C.,
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) 4/R.W.K.
(T/Col.) U.S. Command and Staff
College. U.S.A.
(T/Lt.Col.) A. A. G. Western Comd.
Depot, R.W.K. (Holdee).
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Standing President C.M., H.Q., H.C.D.
Depot. R.W.K.
2/K.A.R.. E. Africa.
(T/Lt.Col.) H.Q. Land Forces
Hong Kong.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
Grn. Adjt. Gibraltar.
M.A., Paris.
1/Para. Regt.
Commonwealth Div., Korea.
Language Course, Hong Kong.
Middle East—Centre of Arab Studies.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.F., B.A.O.R.
1/Middlesex.
R.A.F. Staff College.
Mons. O.C. Sch.

CAPTAINS
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring. H. B. H. ..
Eason, J. A., T.D.
Brock, J. H., T.D. ..
Elgood. P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth. G. U., M.B.E
Dover, V., Af.C.
Clarke, H. W. '
White, R. K.,
Willis, C. F.
Roper, I. H.. Af.C. ..
Monckton, D., Af.C., T.D
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman, E. G.. Af.C.
Hunting, K. M.
Buike, R. A.. Af.C.
Henning, P.
Wilson. J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R.
Ruffell. D
Macmillan, H. A.
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley. R. G.

Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.
Clarke. C. S.
Campbell, D P. X
Nicholls, R. W. G
Dodson, K. ..
Fletcher, J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R. ..

Adjt. S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
(T/Maj.) B.M.. 133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
1/Nigeria Rgt., W.A.
(T/Maj.) Mons. O.C. Sch.
(T/Maj.) Staff College.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
H.C. Bde.. Depot.
1/R.W.K.
2/3 (K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
1 Sierra Leone Regt., W.A.
H.Q. SubArea, Nairobi.
4/R.W.K.
12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt., T.A.
Min. of Supply.
Depot R.W.K.
Staff College.
1/R.W.K.
O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
Att. C.O.D., Ashford.
1/R.W.K.
Grn. Adjt. Nairobi SubArea.
1/R.W.K.
Eaton Hall. O.C. Sch.
G.S.O. Ill H.C. Dist.
1/Para. Regt.
W. Africa.
LIEUTENANTS
H.Q. Inf. Bde, F.A.R.E.L.F.
1/R.W.K.
G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
IT/Capt.) A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.

MAJORS
Names
Thrift, K. G.. O.B.E. ..
Allen, R. H. D., M.C., T.D.

Pond, B. A.. M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E.. M.M
Blake, A. G., M.B.E

..
..
..
..
..

1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTERS
..
.. (Major) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
(Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M., B.A.O.R.
D.A.D.P.R., B.A.O.R.

CAPTAINS
Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Rgt.
P. & E.E., Pendine
(T/Maj.) Depot R.W.K. iHoldee).
B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) Army Ops. Research G JM

Trumper, J. M. S. W
Thornton, A. S.
Grimshaw. W.
Russell, H. 0., M.C D.C M.
Holman. L. J.
Cox, A. G. ..
Marsh. H. W.
De Havilland, V.
Miller, D. S.
Bell, T. D. ..
Douris, I. A.
Evans, E. A.
Desmond. M. F.
Galilee. R. J., M.C
BrooksHarrington, E. W
Mugford, N. D.
Burbridge, I. C.

>

Grn. Adm. Unit Celle, B.A.O.R.
H.Q.. S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
Autobahn Control Unit. B.A.O.R.
S Capt. A. Fd. Records.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
West Africa
S/Capt. War Office Q6.
Adm. Offr. No. 2 Army Basic Trades
Centre.
S Capt. A.G.3 (a) War Office.
Depot, R.W.K. (Holdee).
Att. War Office.
S.P. Establishment.
1/R.W.K.
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
1 Nigeria Regt., W.A.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.,
S/Oapt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.

Huckle, G. S.
Gibbons, A. ..
Carr, A. S. A.
Fitzpatrlck, J. N.
Deed, E. A.
Jones, F. J.
Mannering, L. A.
Mott, D. H., M.M.
McDowell, P. B.

LIEUTENANTS
Waters, B. C. H.
Andrews, L. G.
Allen, W. D.
Mansfield, A. P.
Abplanalp, V. C.
Ellwood. K. S.
Allberry, R. F.
Davis, B. A. ..
Dinsdale, J. W.
Scouller. J. A.
Marshall, E. J.
Trevett, A. F.

1/R.W.K.
B.A.O.R. 4.
Wessex G.T.C.
H.Q. Bn.. S.H.A.P.E.
Depot & Trg. Est. R.M.P.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
(T/Capt.) P.S.S. Lingfleld.
4/Maiay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) A.P.I.U. (U.K.).
H.C. Bde.. Depot.
101 Pro. Coy. R.M.P., B.A.O.R.
(2/Lt.), 1/R.W.K.

Watts. A. E„ M.B.E.
Cook, E. S

QUARTERMASTERS
T.D.
.. (Major) H.C.G.T.C.
. . 1 ( H . Y . ) Bn., K.A.R.j M.E.L.F.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash.

W., M.B.E.. T.D.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Jackson. L. F. W.

Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Bird. C. W. L„ T.D.
Coombes. A. H., T.D.

Roper, I. H. Af.C. (Adjt.).
Ford. A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

MAJORS
Mevrick, K. C., T.D.
Stocker, J. D.. Af.C., T.D.
Coath, T. C.
CAPTAINS
Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.

LIEUTENANTS
Pennells, H. D. A.
VanHasselt. M.

Bobby, J.
CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P. .
Stock, P. R. ..
Leigh, P. S. ..
Howlett, G. H. W.

..
..

2ND LIEUTENANTS
Duggan, H. R.
Nash. W. M. K.

Atkins, G. A. H.
Baker, L. B. C.

QUARTERMASTER
Blake. A. G. (Capt.). M.B.E.
NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
Leys. C. T. (2/Lieut.).

Maclay, J. N. (2/Lieut.).
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Social and Personal

""Editorial

W

E congratulate General Sir Charles Bonham
Carter, G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., on his installa
tion as a G.C.B., by H.M. The King, at a
ceremony held in Westminster Abbey on 24th May, 1951.
*

*

*

Wc also congratulate Lt.Col. A. Martyn on his award
of the O.B.E. in the Birthday Honours List.
*

*

*

Wc heartily congratulate Colonel C. F. Hitchins,
D.S.O., on being elected Master of the Worshipful Com
pany of Broderers for the third time. This, we under
stand, is a most rare distinction.
tlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllMllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllll

REUNION—Sunday, 15th July, 1951
Have you ordered your

BUFFET LUNCH TICKET?
(Full details concerning the Reunion will he
found on page 133.)
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiniitiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin
CAR BADGES
A limited number of Regimental Car Badges remains
in stock. The price is 30/6, post free.
*

*

*

REGIMENTAL DIARIES
Have you ordered your Regimental Diary for 1951 ?
(Leather bound, 5/3; Plexcide, 3/8.) If not, do so now,
otherwise you may be disappointed later.
*

*

*

REGIMENTAL CHRISTMAS CARDS
A firm order is being placed with the manufacturers
for the supply of this year's coloured Regimental Christmas
Card. The cost will be 1/1 per card, with envelope.
Please let us have your order as soon as possible.
*

*

*

To commemorate the recent visit to Ypres of the
Standards of the 11th Bn. Association and the Bromley
Branch, when they were present at the Thanksgiving Ser
vice in St. George's Memorial Church at the Menin Gate,
Capt. R. Maltby, M.C., and Mr. George Cockell have
provided silver shields which have been fixed
to the
Standard poles and upon which has been inscribed: —
" MENIN GATE, YPRES
ST. GEORGE'S DAY

1951 "
*

*
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AJOR W. GRIMSHAW has recently reported to
the Depot on completion of his leave from West
Africa. He is looking extremely well and tells us
he met Major R. S. Griffiths quite by chance shortly before
he left West Africa. Griffiths is employed as a Develop
ment Officer in Nigeria.
He has also seen Capt. L. A. Matinering, who is
coming home on leave shortly.
*

The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the
following journals: —
The Dragon;
The Globe and Laurel;
The Tank;
St. George's Gazette:
The R.A.O.C. Journal;
The Sapper:
Royal Engineers;
The Sprig of Shillelagh.

*

Lt.Col. K. C. Christofas is now back in this country
and his address for the next year or two will be 12, Empire
Flouse, Thurloe Place, S.W.7.
*

*

*

Lt.Col. C. W. Case Morris, writing from Bath, says,
" It is now some years since I have met any member of the
Regiment: the last time was during the early part of the
last war, when Chitty and his Bn. were in the vicinity of
Bath. I did see Bredon, however, about nine months ago
in Camberley, he looked much younger, I thought.
" It appals me to think that it is now 25 years since
I retired; how times passes ! "
*

*

*

Major W. C. D. Crumpline writes, " I arrived out here
(Trieste Force) in January in rather a rush and took over
from one Joe Hartland, who fought with the Regiment in
Italy and won an M.C. with them.
" ' The Gazette' arrives regularly and I usually pass
it on to Brigadier V. Boucher, late of The Buffs, who is
Bde Comd., an old friend of General Oliver's. There are
two other " Queen's Own " officers here, both short ser
vice commissions—Evans in Field Records and Gibbons at
Camp H.Q., Betfor. I have not met the latter yet. This
is really a most interesting station and relations with the
populace are pretty cordial.
" We see quite a lot of the Americans, both Army and
Navy, and are hoping to see some of the Mediterranean
Fleet in the not too far distant future.
" Social life here is quite hectic, but the greatest asset
is the ease with which we can get to Austria and Northern
Italy. Facilities in the Territory are rather poor, except
for sailing and the gay life ! Cricket, rugger, etc., are
very limited indeed because of the lack of suitable sites
for grounds. We had a visit from Col. Fry, late of the
Regiment. He is now Director of the A.K.C. in B.T.A. and
was down here on a liaison visit.
" It is good news about the Depot. I hope it will have
a most successful start in its new lease of life."
*

*

*

*

*

We have had a very humorous letter from Capt. D. F.
Hackforth, whom, it will be remembered, was injured
recently. He states:
" I was intrigued to read Mr. Norman's letter and the
report of my contretemps, especially as he had been good
enough to visit me in hospital. Newspaper accounts are
notoriously garbled versions of the real facts, but suffice it
to say that I was at the wrong end of a No. 4 or 5 golf
club swung at arm's length. It landed high on my fore
head, which, luckily, is one of the toughest spots of the
skull. I was out of hospital in a fortnight, luckily, with
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no worse than a scar and a hole about 14 in. by 4 in. in
the bone. Many of my old friends will agree that they
always knew that I was thick skulled and this seems to
prove it, but at least the doc assured me that 1 had a brain,
as he had seen it. They made a very good job of me and
I was back at the office in three weeks after it happened.
My main trouble now is waiting for my short hair to grow;
I always thought haircuts used to come around pretty
frequently, but it is amazing the time it takes to grow
again so that some order can be obtained on top. My
assailant proved to be an old lag, so has been remanded
to the High Court—the local equivalent of a County
Sessions—and comes up in a few days' time. So you see
there's still a lot of life left in the body yet, as General
McArthur would say, 'Old soldiers never die,' or to mis
quote another famous man, ' the reports of my death have
been grossly exaggerated.'"
*

*

*

Colonel C. H. Tarvcr has taken up fine appointment of
Commandant of the Pakistan Military Academy. His
address is now: Pakistan Military Academy, Kakul. near
Abbotabad, N.W.F.P.
*

*

*

We have heard from Major R. K. Dowse, serving with
the Middlesex Regiment, who is now back with his Bn.
in Hong Kong. One of the first pepole he met on his
arrival there was Lt.Col. Fyler, who, as you know, is
employed at H.Q. Land Forces in the Far East.
*

*

*

44, Mount Street,
London, W.L
28/// May, 1951.
Dear Sir,
In reading of the retirement of that grand "old soldier,"
Mr. Hayley, M.C'., D.C.M., I feel 1 cannot let the matter
rest without mentioning a few facts not so widely known
of his work for his own regiment during their stay in
Shorncliffe in the prewar years. Being on the advance
party before the 2nd Bn. moved in from Aldershot, I know
of the tremendous help he gave in so many.ways for their
reception, and afterwards the different functions would not
have been the success they were without his assistance.
Again, when the 1st Bn. arrived home from India, the same
willing hand was given, and us " Colour Blokes " especially
were glad Mr. Hayley was in the Barrack Stores to give
advice and help us out of many a difficulty. The gratitude
of both the 1st and 2nd Bn. Sgts.' Mess are due to him for
his unfailing efforts on their behalf. And finally, many a
married family will bless him for his kindness and favours
done before evacuation from Shorncliffe, especially with
their menfolk away. On behalf of all " Other Ranks," 1
wish both himself and Mrs. Hayley many years of happi
ness and good health.
L. Remfry.

+

*

Visitors to the Depot during the foregoing month were
Colonel D. E. B. Talbot, Lt.Col. R. M. Lees, Major W.
Grimshaw, Lt.Col. L. F. W. Jackson, Major Love and
Capt. Stitt.
*

letters to the editor

*

(Ed.—Please expedite your contribution to this feature
of the Regimental Journal. What is commonplace to you
is NEWS to others. The Regiment wants to know where
you are and what you are doing.)
f

births, marriages & deaths
BIRTHS
CARR.—On May 28th, 1951, at Weymouth, to Pauline
Angelique (Ann), wife of Capt. A. S. A. Carr, R.W.K.
Regt., late 5 R.G.R., a second son.
BRAHAM.—On May 18th, 1951, at Royal Northern
Hospital, St. David's Wing, to Pamela (nee Ainley),
wife of Mark M. Braham, of Sydney, a son—David
Nigel.
MARRIAGE
SCULL—TAYLOR.—On May 5th, 1951, at Christ's
Church, Esher, Surrey, Capt. Derek S. Scull, The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, to Joan,
elder daughter of Mr. and Mrs. B. H. Taylor, Berry
Lodge, Esher, Surrey.
DEATH
G1BLIN.—At his home, 24, Hayes Farm Road, Beckenham,
Mr. George Giblin, late R.W.K.
On behalf of all ranks of "The Queen's Own" we
extend our sympathy to the surviving relatives of the
deceased.

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM

LONDON

GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY

Lt. R. G. Winstanley (326960) to be Capt., 19th May,
1951.
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

Lt. Cyril Eric Derek SafTery (373443), from R.W.K.
Emergency Commn., to be Lt., 7th March, 1951,
with Seniority, 23rd November, 1950.
22408206, Alfred Francis Trcvett (415808), to be
2nd Lt., 24th March, 1951.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
Lt. H. O. R. Lewis (138038) relinquishes his Commn.,

24th October,
Aux. A.F.

1950,

on

appointment

to

R.

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS

Lt. T. St. C. W. Brown (61028), having exceeded the
age limit of liability to recall ceases to belong to
the Reserve of Offrs., 19th May, 1951.


FORTHCOMING EVENTS

14tli to 20th July.—Maidstone Cricket Week.
15tli July.—Reunion, Maidstone.
20tli October—Social
Maidstone

Gathering of

branches,
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13th ANNUAL REUNION
MEMORIAL SERVICE PARADE, 15th JULY, 1951
March Off

11.00 a.m.—Parade

T

HE "Fall In" will be sounded. All ;ranks will
form up in Close Column of Bns. in line facing
south.

Officers will parade with their respective Units. The
Senior Officer will take command.
Right Markers and Unit Notice Boards will be
in position in the following order: —
Branch and Bn. Standard
Bearers.
Depot.
1st Bn.
2nd Bn.
4th Bn.
5th Bn.
6th Bn.

7th Bn.
8th Bn.
9th Bp.
10th Bn.
11th Bn.
12th Bn.
20th London
Home Guard.

Members who have served in more than one will
decide with which Unit they will parade.
The Officer Commanding the Regimental Depot will
Command the Parade.

11.15 a.m.—March Off
The Parade, headed by the Band, will move in
column of route, order as above. Route: Sandling Road,
Week Street, High Street, Mill Street, to All Saints' Church.

11.30 a.m.—Arrival at Church
On arrival at Church, Standard Bearers, Depot, 2nd
Bn., 5th Bn., 7th Bn., 11th Bn. and Home Guard will
enter the Church by the North entrance and will be con
ducted to their seats on that side of the Church. The
remaining Units will enter the Church by the South en
trance and will occupy seats on that side of the Church.
His Worship The Mayor of Maidstone, and members
of the Corporation, will be attending the Service.
Branch standard bearers will form up in pairs be
hind the font, leaving room for the Mayor's Procession
to pass, and will move up to the Altar when the Vicar
will receive the Standards and place them near the Altar.
Standards will be returned to the .bearers in reverse
order on completion of the Service.
Front seats will be reserved for His Worship the
Mayor of Maidstone and party, for ladies and officers
in uniform.
During the course of the service the Lectern and the
Book of Remembrance of World War II will be dedicated.
Ladies wishing to attend the service at All Saints'
Church, should proceed independently.

Parade Outside Church in Mill Street
After the service, members are requested to leave the
church commencing from the front pew, and return to
Mill Street by the same route as they entered.
The Band and markers will be in position in Mill
Street, and Units will form up in column of "threes" in
reverse order of march facing High Street.

Route: Mill Street, High Street, Pudding Lane,
Museum Street, and then to Brenchley Gardens.
On arrival at Brenchley Gardens the Parade will be
led by guides to form three sides of a square, facing the
Regimental Cenotaph
Units will halt and turn inwards
in " threes " and stand at ease.
His Worship the Mayor of Maidstone and Members
of the Corporation will be in attendance.
The Officer Commanding Regimental Depot will call
the Parade to "Attention." The "Last Post" will be
sounded, a two minute silence observed, followed by
" Reveille." Wreaths will then be laid on the Regimental
Cenotaph.
At the conclusion of the Service Units will march olf
led by a guide to Station Road, where the Band will be
formed up ready to return to Barracks via Sandling Road.

March Past
On arrival in Barracks the Colonel of the Regiment,
MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., will take the
Salute on the Barracks Square at the near corner of the
Officers' Mess.
The Officer Commanding each Bn. will give the com
mand "Eyes Right," and he alone will salute or remove
his headdress.
Standard Bearers, less their escort will form up on
either side of the Saluting Base.

15.00 p.m.—Standard Bearers' Competition
The Standard Bearers' Competition will take place at
3 p.m., on the Back Field. Points will be allotted for the
cleanliness of equipment and Standard Bearer Drill.

Meals
A buffet lunch will be provided in the New Gymnasium
at a cost of 4/ per head. Members are requested to notify
their requirements to their local Branch Representatives.
Tickets may also be obtained on application to: The Hon.
Secretary, Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Cash should accompany the order. No applications for
tickets will be considered after Monday, the 9th July, 1951.
Tea.—A buffet tea will be available from 4.0 p.m., in
the Old Gymnasium, at moderate prices.

Music
The Band will play on the Back Field during the
afternoon.

Amusements
During the course of the afternoon children's races
will be organised and various other events, including a
" Band Race."
A " small bore " rifle competition will be held in the
Miniature Range. Prizes will be awarded for: Ladies,
gentlemen and juveniles under 14 years.
Finally the Band and Drums will beat " Retreat."
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1st Battalion News

T

HE BN. (less two companies) is accommodated in
a very reasonable camp, which is still being ex
panded by new construction, of " Atap " huts. These
are made of wood and rushes, have electric light, are cool
and therefore well suited to the climate, and resist the
almost daily heavy rain with surprising success.
Kuala Kubu Bharu is about H hours' drive North of
Kuala Lumpur and lies just East of the main NorthSouth
road and railway of Malaya.
The detached companies at Kerling and Trolak live in
rubber estate buildings and tents. Their respective loca
tions are about 20 minutes and li hour drives North of
K.K.B., and are both close to the above mentioned trunk
routes.
The Officers' Mess is settling down satisfactorily. At
present officers dine formally twice a week—on Mondays
and Thursdays. The Band, when available, plays on
Thursdays when Regimental Guest nights, as required, are
held and private guests may be invited. To date (3rd May)
one Regimental Guest Night has been held at which the
District Officer, Officer Supervising Police Circle, Officer
Commanding the R.A.F. Regiment Squadron under
operational command of the Bn. and the Chairman of the
local Planters' Association were entertained.
The substitution of a Kentish Grey cummerbund for
the erstwhile white waistcoat has proved a sensible and
economic reform.
The Sergeants' Mess has been established in reasonable
accommodation and, now that silver and property has
been deployed, looks very well.
The Drums are gradually being rebuilt and will, it is
hoped, soon be a good corps. The Band are doing satis
factorily. The Drums take a full share in operational
escort duties and, in this theatre, the Band are also required
to play their part in these and similar operational tasks
when other troops are not available. Beating of Retreat
by the Band and Drums has already been much appreciated
by the European and Asiatic locals on various occasions.
Brig. C. H. McVittie and Col. C. H. Tarver, both late
of the Regt., were entertained to dinner in the mess in
Singapore.
On the night following first deployment a platoon of
" A " Coy., under 2nd/Lt. K. S. Beale, went out on hot
police information and, in a successful ambush in the fading
light, shot two bandits dead and certainly wounded another,
recovering the bodies, a No. 5 Rifle, a Sten and consider
able ammunition.
This first success was followed eight days later by
another platoon of the same Coy. going out under 2nd/Lt.
D. H. Woolstencroft (Q.R.R.) under almost identical con
ditions, except that it was dark by the time they were in
position and the weather was foul. However, the opposi
tion walked into the ambush almost immediately, were
engaged successfully and two more bodies, two more No.
5 rifles and a lot more ammunition recovered.
The following morning as a result of information that
the enemy were still present in the area, the rest of the
Bn. was taken out to get after them. Two bandits who
made their appearance were missed, but a third body,

complete with No. 5 rifle and ammunition was recovered.
This man had been killed the previous evening.
During the same period, both "B" and "C" Coys,
had contacts with bandits but failed to kill any although
satisfied that they badly wounded at least one.
The Bn. has been supported from the air by Lincolns
and Brigands with up to 1,000 lb. bombs, rockets and front
guns on various occasions. The Bn. have also had a troop
of field artillery under command for a short period and
normally have a troop of 13/18 H. permanently under
command.
The bandits have been showing signs of increased
activity in the Bn. area in the last few days and have
inflicted casualties on the Police in ambushes. Last Sun
day an operation was laid on with Air, Arty., 3in. Mortars
and two Coys, to try to get at them, but there were no
visible results. Ambushes against our M.T. are a continual
menace and the roads certainly lend themselves to these;
some of them have to be seen to be believed.

Georgina: "You only married me because my aunt
left me some money."
George: " Nothing of the kind. I'd have married you
whoever had left it to you."
*

*

*

Keen wife (to husband, in cinema): "Those film
actors don't always do th6se wonderful tricks. I'm told
they have a double."
Bored husband: " I don't blame them. I'm going out
to have one myself in a few minutes."

Tel.:

REGENT

5915.

J. B. JOHNSTONE
jfflMUtaus ant> /toufd XCailor
ani> Brcecbes tfDafter * *

34 SACKVILLE ST., LONDON
Specially Appointed to The
Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment

Also holds special appointments to many other
Regiments, and is extensively patronised by Officers
in every branch of His Majesty's Service, both at
home and abroad.
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regimental museum

T

HE following is a list of recent acquisitions to the
Regimental Museum. We are deeply indebted to
the donors. Exhibits are still required to bring the
Museum uptodate, particularly those appertaining to the
last war.
Efforts are being made to trace the Victoria Crosses
of Major C. H. Lumley and Sgt. J. Coleman, both of the
97th Foot, who were decorated for gallantry in the Crimea
War, 1855. Anyone who has any knowledge of these.
V.C.s is invited to inform the Editor, " Q.O.G."
EXHIBIT.

Crimea War Medals—Pte. S.
Parnham, 97th Regt
Pencil
sketches of
Castle
Hill above Cassino
Sepia picture of Yores
Bush hat and Cap Badge
made by Indian R.E.M.E. ..
Silver framed tile—Maidstone
Barracks
Pennants of the late Gen.
Alderson
Book. " Adventures of Capt.
John Patterson. 50th Regt.,
and Fyler's History"

DONOR.

Miss R. Ozanne.
Capt. J. R. Nixon.
Col. E. V. O. Hewitt, C.M.G..
O.B.E.. D.S.O.
Mr. J. Breaden, M.B.E.
Lady Alderson.
do.
C o u r t o f Assistants, Hon.
Artillery Company.
Capt. N. O. DurdantHollamby.
Mr. T. P. Mullen.

German Army Pay Book ....
Book, " Hell's Corner, 1940."
Digest of Services. 50th Foot,
Regimental Headquarters.
17561848
Digest of Services, 50th Foot
and " The Queen's Own,"
do.
18491914
Digest of Services. 1st Bn..
" The Queen's Own," 1919
do.
to 1939
Digest of Services, 97th Foot
and 2nd Bn., " The Queen's
do.
Own," 18241939
Catalogue of Druce Collection
do.
of Medals
Glassfronted case containing
eight coloured figures
of the
Col. C. F. Hitchins, D.S.O.
Kent Militia, 16501908
Detail of P. and P. Dinners,
Mr. G. Carter,
192932
Two cheques picked up on
do.
African Veldt
Picture of Bill Adams and
do.
Chelsea Pensioners
Machete and Scout Badge . . Mr. J. E. Wright.
Regimental Badges
Regimental Headquarters
Copy of Col. Petit's Diary . . Maj. H. B. H. Waring.
Memorials of Capt. Hedley
Mr. H. N. Peyton.
Vicars
Cap worn by Lt.Col. H. D.
Chaplin when ambushed in
Lt.Col. H. D. Chaplin.
Indonesia
Crimean Medal and Clasps
of V. Bazin, 50th Foot .. .Mrs. Allan Lidstone.
Formation Signs, 21st Army
Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards. M.B.E.
Group
Two rings
Mr. F. Pidgeon.
Officer's Identity Card. B.E.F. Lt.Col. P. R. Hicks, O.B.E.
Copy of 1st Infm. Summary
do
L. of C
N. Africa, First Army and
d°
A.F.H.Q. Signs
Field Exercises, 1884
Maj J T. Leigh.
Black and white pictures and
Brig. D. H. DrakeBrockman.
animal heads
Piece of wood from glider
Maj. W. C. D. Crumplin.
(Normandy)
Piece of metal used as coin
do.
age (Nigeria)
The War in Pictures (1939
Mr.
W.
Warren.
45)
Coins found during demoli
tion of Barrack Block .... Regimental Headquarters.
Album of Mr. W. Reed (2nd
Bn.)
Maj. J. W. B. Reed.

Medals and Decorations, also
pictures and effects of the
late Col. H. D. Buchanan
Dunlop, C.M.G., D.S.O
Formation Signs, E.A. Div. . .
Formation Signs. 54 Div
2nd Bn. Sign
7 Armd. Div. Sign
2nd Inf. Div. Sign
5th Inf. Div. Sign
11 Armd. Div. Sign
History, 4th Bn.
. .;
History, R.W.K.
(Atkinson)
History, 8th Bn
Note Book,
191418
War
History
" Officers died in Great War."
Calling Book, 1st Bn., 1869
1922
Digest of Services, 17561883.
Punniar Star, Pte. C. Stead
Punniar Star, Pte. II. Lowley.
19145 Star, V. Medal and
B.W. Medal. Pte. F. W.
Barber
Moodkee Medal, three Clasps,
A. Stacey
New Zealand Medal, T. Kidney.
Egyptian Medal and Star. Pte.
J. Hayward
India G.S. and Clasp. Pte. J.
Denny
G.S. Medal Clasp, Palestine,
Pte. A. Johnson
Egyptian Medal and Clasp,
Pte. T. Meager
New Zealand Medal, John
Gilbert
Egyptian Medal and Clasp,
Pte. I. McRedmon'd
White Metal Buttons (97th).
Water C o l o u r by Lt.Col.
Hewett
Six Vol., War in the Soudan.

T

Lt.Col. R. A. BuchananDunlop,
O.B.E.
Capt. D. Hackforth.
Lt.Col. H. N. Edwards, M.B.E.
Mr. A. J. Mullen.
Capt. H. W. Marsh.
do.
do.
do.
Regimental Headquarters.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
Regimental H.Qs., acquired by
purchase.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
Lt.Col. R. M. Lees.
do.
Capt. H. G. Rogers. M.B.E., M.C.

FIFTH INDIAN DIVISION

HE sixth annual dinner of the Officers' Dinner Club
will be held on Friday, 5th October, 1951, at
Simpson's in the Strand, London, W.C.2.
The guest of honour will be Vice Admiral the Earl
Mountbatten of Burma, K.G., P.C., G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E.,
G.C.V.O.. K.C.B., D.S.O., and the Chairman will again be
General Sir Moseley Mayne, G.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.
Dress: Dinner jacket, uniform or lounge suit. Tickets,
16/6 (members) and 21/6 (nonmembers). Further details
and particulars of membership from Hon. Sec., 5th
Indian Division Officers' Dinner Club, c/o Messrs. Glyn,
Mills and Co. (Holts Branch), 22, Whitehall, London,
S.W.I.

MILITIA CLUB
The Militia Club held a luncheon a,t the Junior United
Service Club, on the 29th May. Unfortunately the Presi
dent, BrigadierGeneral The Earl of Gowrie, V.C.,
K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.O., was unable to attend owing to his
duties as Deputy Constable at Windsor Castle.
Some 32 members attended, amongst whom were Col.
Charles F. Hitchins, D.S.O.; Col. F. H. Hancock, T.D.;
Maj. Tuff; Maj. A. S. Bredon; Lt.Col. A. J. Trousdell,
D.S.O., M.C.; Maj. J. S. N. Snelgrove: Capt. Cale; all of
whom, except Maj. Bredon, who is the new Secretary,
served in the 3rd Bn. Royal West Kent Regiment.
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: News

from

i st BATTALION

D

URING the last month
the Bn. has been busily
engaged in cooperat
ing with the Police Forces in
tracking down the bandits.
In spite of repeated ambushes
and patrols we have not been
able to increase our bag of
killed.
We now have a Troop
of 13/18 Hussars perman
ently attached for escort duty
in the Bn. area. We hope they
enjoy their stay at Kuala
Kubu Bharu. As well as our
mechanised friends, we have
also had the assistance of a
troop of The Royal Regi
ment who fired in support of
all our companies in their
antibandit operations.
Two drafts have reached
us from the U.K; to help
swell our strength, and after a month's jungle training,
based on K.K.B., they join their companies on operations.
It was perhaps unfortunate that when General Sir
John Harding, C.inC., F.A.R.E.L.F., visited the Bn. on May
4th, that all companies were out in the jungle on business.
However, he was able to meet a good representative
number of Officers and O.R.s of the Bn., to whom he gave
a short talk.
At the end of April our new N.A.A.F.I. " basha "
was opened, as we had to give up our accommodation in
the local Malay school. The new restaurant is proving
very popular, as well as the Corporals' Room. A Games
Room with billiards, darts and table tennis facilities has
also been opened in the N.A.A.F.I.
Building has gone on apace, and gradually we are
spreading into proper bashas instead of tents for M.T.
and Signal W.T. sets. Soon, it is hoped, we shall have
enough room for all.
One can see that we are settling in now by the little
extra finishes appearing everywhere, such as the gardens
outside the bashas, and the brass bell of H.M.S. " Kent,"
which hangs outside the Guardroom, properly painted
notice boards and most of all, " two drill parades a
week " !
We were sorry to lose Capt. M. A. J. Tugwell to the
Chief of Staff Secretariat at G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F., but
our numbers have been increased by the arrival of Capt.

Battalions :
D. Ruffel from Singapore Base District, and 2/Lt. J. L.
Langhorne, who has recovered from his accident and
rejoined us with the last draft.
STOP PRESS
B Company, acting on information, killed another
three bandits before breakfast on 16th May.
The full details are not yet to hand but will be
included in our next issue.
The Bn. bag now totals EIGHT.

" a " company
Since last month's letter was written, when the Coy.
started well, with five bandits in the first operational week,
the pace has slowed considerably, and although a great
deal of hard work has been done in and around the jungle,
we have not so much as seen a bandit, let alone a dead one.
However, a great deal of useful experience has been gained,
and we have heard that the bandits have a high opinion
of the Bn.'s tactics, especially in laying ambushes, a fact
which is hardly surprising, but consider that they are
relatively safe from our attentions while we continue to
make so much noise and to give away our positions by the
smell of our English cigarettes !
Recently the Coy. has been out on information
supplied by the Police, as regards the movements of
bandits, but the information has been either too late, or
has misfired in some way or other, and we are beginning
to think that there are now no bandits in our area, or that
they have some sixth sense as regards our movements (or
is it the bamboo radio !). 2/Lt. Beal, the "jungle king,"
and other enthusiastic types like Sgts. Bucknell and King
and Cpl. Harris will soon have to manufacture bandits from
figure targets to add reality to their patrols.
From the domestic point of view, the Coy. has received
reinforcements from the H.C.G.T.C., who, after their
initial training at Bn. H.Q., have come to the Coy with
some of their illusions shattered, and, in particular, the
fable that service in Malaya consists of sunbathing on
tropical shores, surrounded by dusky maidens and other
luxuries of life.
We have had a visit from the Press, who saw fit to
take a large number of photographs of the Coy. on
" patrol," and other activities, including one of the Coy.
Commander briefing his subalterns against an imposing
background of maps, with four bandit caps in obvious
positions as trophies. The photographs, together with a
series of articles, are to be published by the Colonial Office
as part of a description of the past year's activties in
Malaya.
Recently the whole Coy. went out for a week in the
jungle, carrying rations for three days. At the end of the
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Visit of Gen. Sir John Harding, K.C.B., C.B.E.,
D.S.O., M.C., CommanderinChief Far East Land
Forces.

Brig. Pye and C.inC. talking to Bn. H.Q. Officers.

Capt. Hunting, Lt. Waters and C.S.M. Jackson.

B Coy. at Kerking.

B. H.Q. Staff.

Capt. Hunting, Lt. Waters, C.S.M. Jackson and
C/Sgt. Murphy.

Capt. Davidson (R.A.M.C.), 2/Lt. Watkins,
Goodwin and 2/Lt. de Pury.

Lt.
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third day there was a most satisfactory airdrop, and beer
and the rum ration fell from the air, together with
cigarettes and rations for the remaining four days. The
only fly in the ointment was a little note in the bottom of
the beer crate, saying, "These empties will be returned.
Failure to return will result in a charge being made on the
packingcase and all bottles supplied." After six days in
the jungle, and in the absence of porters, few had any
desire to carry these back, when it came to the point, and
all the bottles, etc., were buried, to the great regret of those
who were trying to " mossup."
Shortly after returning to barracks, the whole Coy.
went out again for two days, working in cooperation with
B Coy., during which time the C.S.M. established Coy.
H.Q. near a source of Fremlin's beer, which he found in
the jungle. The shock proved so great that he is now on
the wagon, and will only drink whisky, if someone supplies
it in sufficient quantities. The problem exercising our
minds at the moment is who provides it and when ! !
To finish this month's notes, we congratulate Cpl. and
Mrs. Lemar on the birth of a son on the 18th of April,
and we assure any anxious friends and relatives of members
of A Coy. that life isn't as bad as some of us would make
out, and that everyone is fit and enjoying life.

" B " COMPANY
We have spent a busy month. Operationally, we have
been constantly patrolling and laying ambushes, but for all
our enthusiasm we. have not seen a single bandit. The
routine was only broken when 5 PI. got mislaid for a couple
of days.
There has been a lot done in the camp towards making
it more comfortable, so that while Pis. were in camp, they
were still fully occupied. We have not yet completed all
the improvements, but we have made a lot of progress.
During the month we were honoured by a visit from
General Sir John Harding, the retiring C.inC., F.A.R.E.L.F.
Unfortunately, on the day of his visit a large proportion
of the camp were out chasing bandits, but he was warmly
welcomed by those who were holding the fort.
We welcome the return to the Coy. of Capt. K. M.
Hunting, who after remaining in England to struggle with
the Staff College examination, had a not very smooth air
journey out Though a week spent in Ceylon waiting for
another plane did not sound too bad to us. He has now
plunged into the duties of 2nd i/c.
We were also very glad to see the formation of 4 PI.
this month under 2/Lt R. D. H. Wilson and with Sgt. Fox
as PL Sgt.
We are sorry to see the departure of 2/Lt. J. B.
BracewellMilnes, who has gone to Kuala Kubu Bharu to
further the cause of education within the Bn. We are sure
he will be most successful.

" C " COMPANY
On April 21st, which was the Company Commander's
birthday, we had the Band and Drums up to Trolak to beat
Retreat. They were magnificent marching up and down
the soggy football pitch in their whites, in the light of the
evening sun. The numbers of Malays, Chinese and Tamils,
who gathered round and listened in silence throughout the
performance, showed what an impression was made on the
locals.

Present guests of the officers were rubber planters,
tin miners and our opposite numbers in the Police Force,
invited from all over our area, which is 30 miles long.
The civilians especially, many of whom had served in the
Forces, were delighted to hear a Regimental Band again,
and we hope it gave them fresh heart for their lonely
struggle on the estates and mines
We were lucky with the weather. It stopped raining
as the football match, which preceded the Beating of
Retreat, began, and held off for the rest of the evening.
The football match was very even and exciting, and we
were unlucky to lose to the Police team 0—1.
In the evening the officers entertained their guests to
" Stegahs " in the Mess, while the band played in an impro
vised bandstand outside, still attended by a large crowd of
natives. A topical note was introduced when it played
" Happy Birthday to You " as a request item.
The evening was a great success, and our thanks are
due to the Band, who, together with the Band President,
Maj. C. P. Fawcett, braved torrential rain to reach us, and
to Mr. Browne, on one of whose rubber estates we live, who
had the football pitch marked out for us, and who arranged
electric lighting for the Band's performance after dark.
Apart from this one indulgence in the pleasant side of
life, most of us have spent the month on operations, prepar
ing operations, or cleaning up and resting after operations.
We have patrolled likely bandit areas both with and without
guides and informers; we have laid ambushes; we have
done " Beaters and Stops " operations; we have followed
bandit tracks and found a few deserted camps; we have
cooperated with the Police, and with our Commando neigh
bours to the North; we have been supported by our 3in.
mortars, attached from H.Q. Coy., and by 25 pdrs. from the
Royal Artillery, and by bombing and straffing aircraft from
the R.A.F., but the total result as regards killing bandits, so
far is, as the Coy. Comd. puts it, " No joy."
Still, we keep trying.
We were pleased to receive reinforcements in the shape
of another Platoon (9 PI.) and 2/Lt. Ferguson has given up
being Coy. I.O. to command it, with Sgt. Wilde as his
Platoon Sergeant. A few members of 7 and 8 Pis. thought
(how very wrong they were) that the new arrivals would
ease the strain. But, of course, instead of having one
Platoon out and one in, we can now have two out and one
in.
The new arrivals, who have had a course of Jungle
training at Bn. H.Q. are: Ptes. Bradnam, Davis, Field,
Harvey, Hammett, Hainzinger, Jones, Johnson, Owens,
Russel, Robertson, Reece, Snowden, Stenning, Sutton,
Wheeler.
The following promotions have taken place since last
going to press and we congratulate all of them: —
L./Cpls. to Cpls., Cpl. Evans, of Dorking, Surrey, and
Cpl. Dooley, of Bembridge, I.O.W.; Prov./L./Cpls. to
L./Cpls., L./C. Martin, of Northfleet, Kent, and L./C.
Chambers, of Ore, Nr. Hastings, Sussex.
Pte. to Prov./L./Cpls., P./L./C. Walker, of Coulsden,
Surrey, P./L./C. White, of Strood, Kent, P./L./C. Small, of
Aldershot, Hants., P./L./C. Clark, of Tottenham, N.17.
Sporting events, in the form of football mostly, have
taken place, and out of six games we have lost one; we had
the pleasure of beating the Civ. Local League champions
by winning two—one. We also had a shooting competition,
but owing to ops. we could not turn out our best shots.
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However, the team competed against the local S.C. Squad
(Police). We lost but the team put up a good show and 1
don't think the Police had it all their own way.
Come to C Coy. Jungle Holiday Camp! Our Camp has
improved greatly since taking it over through the hard work
of various individuals, assisted by labour gangs supplied
from the Platoons ; during the short time that we have been
here on detachment the Camp has been torn to pieces and
reorganised. It was called the Crook and Hills plan ; Maj.
P. E. Crook, O.B.E., O.C. " C " Coy., laid the plans, and
C.S.M. Hills put them into operation, in no mean way, and
the highlight of it all is the latest lighting set up. In the
past we have had to manage with lamps hurricane mark one
star, and some of the accommodation was supplied with
lighting from the Manager's (Mr. Browne) generator, which
he so kindly fixed for us. However, the Q.M. opened his
heart and procured by fair or foul means a W.D. generator
which now supplies lighting for all the camp ; also we have
lights over the paths through the Camp and at night Butlin's
Holiday Camp has nothing on this one, and Blackpool Pier
lighting only just comes up to our standard. The C.S.M.,
working with a Tamil speaking electrician, and assisted by
Pte. Figg, Coy. Storeman, of Chichester, Sussex, and Pte.
Heath, Pioneer, of Tunbridge Wells, Kent, certainly laid on
the lights, and Pte. Bradbury, Pay Clerk, of Chatham, Kent,
although he cannot see very well, and has glasses, has
reported sick to obtain a pair of free issue sun glasses. Pte.
Figg can now speak Tamil, two words, one which sounds
like " Ah " and means " Go," and a word which sounds like
" Oh " which means " Stop."
We all congratulate Cpl. Heyfron, of Moore Barracks,
Shorncliffe, Kent, on the recent birth of a daughter ; we did
not hear the Cpl.'s comments but, according to rumours, he
would have liked a son—a bit late now Cpl.

support company
" Sp." Coy. has now settled down to the routine life
of Reserve Coy. at Kuala Kubu Bharu ; a rather monoton
ous existence of training and fatigues on alternate days,
punctuated by the excitement of an occasional operation.
Lately, however, we have had rather more ops. than
fatigues, and the AntiTank/Assault Pioneer Platoon spent
three days in the notorious " Kanching " Pass, while the
Machine Gun Platoon returned to its old haunts in the Batu
Arang area. Upon their return they managed to cope ably
with insidious suggestions that they had been to a holiday
camp, and had only been persuaded to come back with
difficulty.
C.S.M. Nichols is prevented from being present on all
operations by a large iron ball attached to his ankle. He
did escape once, however, heavily disguised as a private in
the Machine Gun Platoon.
The Coy., and in particular C./Sgt. Ingleby, welcomes
to its ranks the new secondincommand, Capt. D. Ruffell.
No longer, upon the approach of a PI. Comd. or Sgt. with
a deficiency list, does the redoubtable C./Sgt. retire to a
dark corner and mutter darkly. With a bland smile he
looks enquiringly at Capt. Ruffell before once again
immersing himself in the myriad forms which are all part
of the Ideal Colour Sgt.'s equipment.
Although there has not been a great deal of time for
sport lately, the Coy. did manage to score a convincing win
over the Mortar PI. at a cricket match on the 9th May.
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The Mortars batted first, and scored 25 (L./Cpl. Johnson
6 for 8; Lt. Goodwin 4 for 10). The Coy. then opened in
fine style, passing the 25 mark for the loss of only 2 wickets,
the slaughter being halted at the total of 68 for 5 (L./Cpl.
Johnson 29 not out; Pte. Goulden 14). A feature of the
game was L./Cpl. Johnson's mediumpaced left arm bowl
ing, and his lusty hitting. Although not stylish, he smote
the ball hard and often.
The Coy. Board of Selectors nod their heads sagely
and inform us that as the season goes on we should get
together quite a good team, capable of giving any other
Coy. in the Bn. a game worthy of the great traditions of
Support Coy.

h.q. company
Life in H.Q. Coy. is rather a hectic one nowadays.
Apart from normal duties there are all sorts of other
duties to be done, including guard, standby patrol and
escort. Perhaps the best way of giving a picture of how
H.Q. Coy. functions, is to give news of each department.
The Q.M.'s staff are not always to be found lurking
in the stores. Last week, Cpl. Mitchell was in a ration
convoy on his way to the Supply Depot, when he saw two
nasty toughs by the roadside. It was later discovered that
the aforesaid " toughs " were members of Sp. Coy. !
One of the departments which has always intrigued us
is the Intelligence Section. Every morning they go off to
the village where with the police they run a combined
Operations Room. The walls of this room are covered
with maps and charts, upon which they record their dark
secrets.
Regimental Police have, among their numerous tasks,
the job of preparing for the arrival of aircraft. The air
strip, which runs beside the camp, is used by visitors in
light aircraft. The other day the civil police were bring
ing in a man with some red hot information. Just as their
plane was about to touch down, a Regimental Policeman
set off a smoke canister, which not only effectively
obscured the pilot's view but showed him that he was land
ing down wind anyway !
One of the specialities of the Mortar PI. is to put down
a heavy " stonk " in a short time. At the rate they are
using 3inch mortar bombs, they will soon be able to build
their own Dome of Discovery with the empty boxes. Last
month they were laughing at B Coy., who missed a couple
of bandits that came their way. This month the finger of
scorn is pointed in their own direction, for they just missed
one themselves !
The Band is continuing its round of engagements.
Its most important one this month was when it played at
H.Q., South Malay Dis., which is equivalent to a Divisional
H.Q. For this a "good chit" was received. They have
also combined with the Drums to give an impressive
" Beating of Retreat" at C Coy. base, Trolak. The locals
were there in hundreds and were most appreciative. Yet
another event was when they played at Batu Arang Sports
Day. (Batu Arang is Malaya's only coal mine). On 6th
May, 1951, the Drums beat Retreat on the Bn. parade
ground. Dressed in white jackets, blue trousers and blue
caps with white covers, they were a grand sight. Consider
ing they have only been able to muster at full strength
on one day since we have been here, they have done well.
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Probably the most heavily loaded man on any patrol
is the signaller. The kit they carry has always been some
thing of a mystery, with wires and aerials. However, they
manage to carry it all along and operate it successfully
when required. Incidentally, we hear that Sgt. Leach has
been offered a post with the B.B.C. as aerials expert !
Quite the laugh of the month was Pte. McGuinness, of
the Orderly Room. One night he was on Standby Patrol,
when the alarm went. He rushed to the Guardroom at
high speed—without his trousers ! ! Quite a sight he
looked with his shirt flapping round his knees.
Several of the Coy. have recently been promoted to
L/Cpl. and we wish them success.
Finally, we welcome Sgt. Collard, A.P.T.C. and L/CpL
Boaler, R.A.P.C., who is taking over from that " wizard of
the acquittance rolls," Sgt. Boorer.

SERGEANTS' MESS
After a hectic three weeks on Singapore island, where
we were getting initiated into jungle warfare, being kitted
out with jungle equipment, etc., and, of course, testing the
comforts of the Transit Sgts'. Mess, where we thoroughly
enjoyed our stay (some of us coming away richer after a
night's "Tombola" and some much poorer) and were
intoduced (in some cases reintroduced), to locally brewed
beer, we at last, in three parties, found our way to our
present " resting " place. One party travelled by road and
thereby missed the delights of travelling by 1st class sleeper
on the Malayan State Railways. The remainder of us
travelled by train, this, being in keeping with "Blighty"
trains, was, of course, a couple of hours or so late. On
arrival here we were pleasantly surprised to find our camp
to be quite comfortable; Attap bashas being our quarters,
electric light and plenty of cold showers available. Our
Mess, although built of the same material, is, under the
circumstances, really a firstclass affair. A little bare at
first, but, with the unpacking of silver and other Mess
property, brought out with us, is as comfortable as, and
more so than many Camps it has been our lot to live
in in the U.K.
When we arrived we were reunited with many
members whom we had not seen for a couple of months,
who had formed part of the advance party, had been one
jump ahead of us all the time. Some tall stories were told
by them as they had been working with the Scots Guards
and gaining firsthand information about the area, and in
some cases, being present during the Guards' final roundup
before moving off, when they accounted for a large number
of bandits.
We congratulate Sgts. King and Bucknell, of A Coy.,
on the efforts of their Platoons in opening the Bn.'s bandit
account out here with a couple of dead'uns within 48 hours
of their arrival.,
B and C Coys, spent only one night in this camp
before moving off to their outpost stations, approximately
five to 40 miles respectively from Bn. H.Q.
C.S.M. Hills, with C Coy. and five Sgts., have
thoroughly reorganized their camp; turning it from what
appeared to be a paddyfield into a replica of Mote Park.
Congratulations on your efforts, C Coy. We hope that
when the members from C Coy. take their turn at visiting
nearcivilisation that they will get some films and send
along a few pictures of their camp.

It is a common sight here to find at least three different
Bn. Orderly Sgts. in one day. One minute we see a
member done up like a " dog's dinner," complete with red
sash, the next he is in jungle boots, etc., armed to the
teeth, embussing on a 15cwt. en route for the jungle; a
few hours, or perhaps a few days, later they will be found
in their bunks brewing up on the remains of their 24hour
packs, telling strong stories about the wonderful "Curry
Tiffin " they made whilst on operations.
C.S.M. Tidey is often to be seen fully dressed as a
jungle fighter, only to reappear at dinner saying they
only wanted one Section.
C.S.M. Leigh can be seen daily with a piece of chalk
trying to draw a few odd individuals for Standby Section
or escort duty. He has even been known to have asked the
Orderly Room for a pair of scissors and some brown paper
to cut some out.
Sgt. Thornton is hereby recommended to the East
Kent or Maidstone and District 'Bus Companies; if their
troubles were half as many as his, we are sorry for their
passengers.
We would like to congratulate Sgt. Leach on his efforts
at building a Far East Daventry. Any amateur radio fans
in the U.K., please note. We would all appreciate a
private radiotelegraph service with the folks at home.
We think that the Bandmaster, C/Sgt. McCracken,
Sgts. Clark and Taylor and, of course, " Drummy " Watts,
are due for their share of praise in the " Beating of
Retreat." For those friends of ours who have not been
fortunate enough to see this spectacle, we would like^to
paint the scene rotighly in their mind's eye.
At C Coy. camp one Saturday recently, a football
match with the local police force was arranged, to be
followed by the " beating of Retreat." Travelling in open
trucks from Bn. H.Q., the Band and Drums met with a
tropical downpour, lasting about four hours, but with the
end of the rain and the football pitch looking fit enough
for water polo, the teams turned out and we regret to
report that the police beat us by one goal to nil after a
very good game and thanks mainly to the magnificent
efforts of the police goalkeeper. Then, the " great
moment"; a football field lined with a variety of races
and colours in their national costumes, an occasional white
police lieutenant, or a white planter or estate manager.
Looking out of place amongst them,. C Coy. dotted around
the place, everyone carrying a rifle or automatic weapon
with a couple of scout cars with L.M.G.s mounted and
patrolling the area; on march the Band and Drums, dressed
in blue trousers, white jackets, red and blue peaked caps,
through the squelching mud; the Bandmaster and Drum
Major Watts in all thier finery. A hen and her chicks
contentedly pecking around and suddenly the trumpeters
blow a fanfare; the hen and her family scatter in frantic
haste in all directions (Walt Disney could not produce a
better scene); follows some military marches with
" Drummy " Watts doing his stuff with the mace; a couple
of more serious pieces, including the hymn, "Abide with
me," with the Bandmaster officiating, and at that moment
the sun, in a semicircle of bloodred gradually sinking.
Finally, the sounding of " Retreat" and the lowering of the
flag; every child—black, brown and yellow—between the
ages of three and 12 had their right hands in a British
salute to naked heads. Really an impressive sight and
we again congratulate the Bandmaster and Mess members
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who helped to make that scene as stirring as any Holly
wood produced has yet been able to portray on the screen.
We would like to bring to the notice of the Chancellor
of the Exchequer and the Postmaster General, the name of
Sgt. Boorer, who can be heard daily extolling the virtues
of Post Office Savings (Army Branch). By the results he
has obtained so far, we should all be millionaires by the
time we return to the U.K.

We again attacked after the interval and went close
to scoring on two occasions. Most of the second half,
however, Batu Arang were attacking, and after a very good
movement on the right, their centreforward scored. The
game closed with the Bn. attacking once more.
Besides the League, the Bn. has entered for the
F.A.R.E.L.F. Challenger Cup. The date of the first round
is not yet known.

Sgt. Simmonite, our Intelligence Sgt., can be seen in
the Mess nightly endeavouring to pick the brains of all
and sundry. Either he believes the walls have ears and
will give nothing away or the Intelligence Office is situated
in the wrong part of Malaya.

The following have represented the Bn. in one or more
matches: —
Capt. Deed, Sgt. White, Sgt. Huntingdon, Cpls.
Cawley and Kurton, L/Cpls. Forster, Johson and
Newall, Ptes. Kelly, 92, French, Greener, Wilson,
Harman, Baker, Cramp, Wood, Cant.

Our married members can be heard from time to time
discussing the merits of Private Accommodation. Anyway,
we hope they soon succeed in bringing their wives out and
inviting some of us not such wellendowed members home
for the weekend now and then.
So for this month, we leave you, and to all members
of the Regiment as may be employed E.R.E. anywhere in
the world, we extend a hearty invitation to join us out here.
To those elsewhere, " Nasib baik."

Results of matches to date:—
v.
v.
v.
v.
V.
V.

won, 21
Rawang Tin Mines . .
Kuala Kubu Bharu .. (abandoned) won, 20
P.W.D. Sports
....
won, 40
K.K.B. Police
won, 40
45 R.M. Commandos
lost, 34
Batu Arang Sports . .
won, 21

ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL

BASKET BALL

Now that the Bn. has settled in at Kuala Kubu Bharu
and the Malayan football season is in full swing, Bn.
matches arc being played regularly. So far the team has
been most successful, having played six matches, winning
five and losing one.

This month has managed to pass somehow with little
basket bail being played. Pressure of work and operations
have been the two main drawbacks.

The match lost was against 45 R.M. Commandos at
Tapah, the score being 43. This game was firstclass in
every way and the issue was in the balance until the very
end. The Bn. were unfortunate in losing Sgt. White half
way through the first half; this probably made all the
difference as it disorganized the defence and the attack.
The winning goal was only scored in the closing minutes of
this hardfought game. After the match, the team was
entertained by the Commandos in a big way and returned
to K.K.B. the following morning in high morale.
The Bn. has entered a team in the U.L.U. Selangor
League, which has commenced this season. We have
hopes of winning this league and entering a better league
next season. The first league match was played on 11th
May against Batu Arang Sports, at Rawang. This team
are considered the best in the league and to have defeated
them 21 in our first match is commendable. The game
opened before a crowd of several hundred natives,
clamouring for our blood. The Rn. started as if they meant
to win and it was only a few minutes before Kelly, 92,
scored a somewhat lucky goal. He made ground on the
left wing and swung the ball right across the field to
French, who quickly passed back to Kelly, who had by
this time moved into the penalty area. A weak shot found
the goalkeeper unsighted and the ball rolled into the net
off his legs.
The second goal came a few minutes later, when
Kelly, 92, took a very good corner which French had no
difficulty in heading in. The Bn. kept up the pressure for
most of the first half, but Batu Arang were improving and
made one or two good movements down the right wing.
The score at halftime was 20.

Several Coy. games have taken place, however, and
the Mortar PI. still fields a good team.
Our new A.P.T.C. Instructor, Sgt. Collard, is a keen
player and, with his help, it is hoped to start an InterCoy.
League.
Both Bn. matches that have been played this month
have been against Kuala Kubu village. They have beaten
us both times. The villagers always turn up in force to
watch.
Unlike European spectators—they roar with
laughter if anyone misses a pass or a shot at basket.
Regular players for the Bn. have been Lt. Shearburn,
Lt. Nicholls, Lt. Dodson, D/M. Watts, L/Cpl. Forster and
Pte. Lane.

CORPORALS' CLUB
The end of April found the Corporals' Club located in
a brand new basha, which, considering everything, is as
comfortable as one can expect under the present
circumstances.
The Club, having just reopened in Malaya, there is
little if anything to say about past activities, but that, no
doubt, will be rectified in the future..
We hope, however, soon to have the pleasure of meet
ing members of the Sgts'. Mess in some form of enter
tainment.
The members of the Entertainment Committee have
the matter well in hand and, no doubt, the next edition of
" The Buster " will give the results.
In conclusion we extend greetings to the new members
of the Club and hope their stay will be a happy one.
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BATTALION

battalion h.q.

T

HE Bn. Advance Party arrived at
Western Heights Camp, on 20th
May, 1951, and the fortnight pre
ceding their move was one of hectic
preparations, in consequence it .is regretted
that the Bn. have had little opportunity to
prepare any Coy. correspondence. This
does not mean that life has consisted only
of preparation for Camp and a summary
of events during the past month is set out below. When
our Coy. literary performers pick up their pens once more
they will undoubtedly fill in the details of the events pub
lished below and give readers news of their activities in
camp.
Before summarising the events of the month we wish
to take this opportunity of offering the sympathy and con
dolences of the Bn. to Cpl. and Mrs. P. Everett on the death
of their son, Jeffrey Edward.
On the 10th May the Bn. said goodbye to Lt.Col.
C. A. de B. Brounlie, M.C., who has commanded the Bn.
since 9th June, 1948. He took over the Bn. when it was
under half its present strength and the encouragement he
has given to the many efforts which have been made at
recruiting has been of the greatest help. Besides the help
and guidance he has given to the Bn. we would particularly
record the immensely successful work he has done in mak
ing (as the late C.I.G.S. Directed) the T.A. Centres of
the Bn. " the best social club in the town." In addition
it was with his backing and interest that the Bn. Corps of
Drums were reformed and equipped. All ranks will join
in wishing Lt.Colonel and Mrs. C. A. de B. Brounlie
" bon voyage" and a happy and successful stay in the
Middle East. It is also hoped that the warmer climate will
help in improving the health of their daughter, Anna.
From departures we turn to arrivals, for on the 10th
of May we welcomed Lt.Col. L. F. W. Jackson to com
mand the Bn. We feel that his Regimental and Stag ex
perience will be of the greatest help to us all and that
under his guidance we shall keep the Regimental flag fiying
and continue to show how honoured we are to represent
the Regiment as the only Bn. in England. We welcome
also Mrs. L. F. W. Jackson, and while commiserating with
her over the housing problems in the Tonbridge area, we
hope she will quickly find a solution and look forward to
seeing her at our social evenings in the future.
It would appear that much of this correspondence
consists of " comings and goings," however, we cannot go
to Press without saying goodbye to Maj. R. C. E. Mines,
M.B.E., who during his short stay with us has, as usual,
demonstrated the encyclopaedic " Q " qualities of his brain
—" You haven't got one, I'll get it for you, leave it to me "
—and " One " is always produced. We must congratulate
Maj. Mines on his posting to .the Airborne Forces Depot
as Staff Quartermaster and we wish Maj. and Mrs. Mines
the best of luck in their new station.
With Camp imminent we were very glad to welcome
Capt. A. G. Blake, M.B.E., as our new Quartermaster.
Many members of the Bn. will remember Capt. Blake as
Q.M. of 5th R.W.K. during the war, and with memories of

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE AFRAID OF
ELEPHANTS P
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

his great work with that Bn. we can sit back confident that
this Bn. will want for nothing from the " Q " department.
We are looking forward to seeing Mrs. Blake and the
family when they come up to Tonbridge later in the
summer.
A scheme has recently been approved by the Greater
London CoOrdinating Committee for the " adoption " of
T.A. Units by their local Boroughs. " B " and " D " Coys,
of this Bn. have been honoured in being adopted by
respectively, the Orpington and Penge Councils. In the
case of " B " Coy. the formal adoption ceremony was car
ried out in the Council Chamber and at Penge the ceremony
was carried out on the stage of the Essoldo Theatre, where
the Coy. paraded on the stage.
Though " C " Coy. are not in the London Area the
Sevenoaks Council were impressed by the adoption scheme
and decided to adopt their local Unit. On WhitMonday
therefore " C " Coy. were adopted by the Sevenoaks Coun
cil, the ceremony being carried out at the annual fete
before hundreds of spectators.

"d" company

A

DOPTION " has been in the air during the past
few weeks, and much has been achieved in this
direction. The preliminaries consisted of advertising
in the national and the local Press, combined with liaison
with the local council. The first major " action " took
the form of a reception in Bromley, held in the council
chambers, on 12th April, during which the Mayor pre
sented a scroll to each unit within the Borough recording
their adoption by the Borough. The ladies were present
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and a very enjoyable evening ensued, during which the
Mayor made an excellent address, and subsequently
showed that he had a complete understanding of Territorial
matters. This understanding was also shared by the other
members of the Council who were present. Brigadier
Daniell, C.R.A., 44 Div. (T.A.), replied for the units.
D Coy. was represented by Capt. Georgie Wood, Lt. Peter
Hall, Sgt. Baker, Sgt. Hill, and the other wellknown
stalwarts of the Coy.
The next move was the adoption ceremony carried
out by the Penge Council, and in this case the ceremony
took place on the stage of the Essoldo Theatre (better
known as the old Penge Empire). Members of the two
units concerned were drawn up on the stage—D Coy.,
4/R.W.K., and Q Battery, 458 (M.) H.A.A. Regt., R.A.
(T.A.)—this latter unit included a number of W.R.A.C.
who looked extremely smart. .Scrolls were handed to the
two officers commanding by the Chairman. Councillor E. A.
Martin Clark, J.P., K.C.C., and acknowledgments were
made by the officers, Maj. J. D. Stocker, M.C, and Maj.
A. Godden. After the ceremony, the units joined the
audience and enjoyed the subsequent evening's entertain
ment. This took place on April 26th.
On April 30th, Maj. Godden and Capt. Wood were
guests of the Council at an " At Home," given by
Councillor E. A. Martin Clark, after the last meeting of the
Council at which he was Chairman.
Back to Bromley again on the 16th May. when T.A.
units formed the major and most exciting part of the
Festival Pageant Procession through Bromley—D Coy.
provided a Wasp and 15cwt. drawing a Sixpounder A/Tk.
Gun. The procession—over a mile long—followed the
High Street, turning down Hayes Lane, and finally entering
Bromley Football Club ground. Here, a very exciting
and interesting programme was organized with demonstra
tions by motor cyclists of the Royal Corps of Signals,
followed by tugsofwar, demonstration gun drills by 25
pounder and L.A.A. units. A ground to air conversation
took place between an observer on the ground and an
aircraft from Biggin Hill. The final event was an enormous
firework display.
A similar programme of events is scheduled for Penge
during August.
A further social event took place on May 22nd. when
Capt. Georgie Wood, representing 4/R.W.K., together
with Mrs. Wood, were guests at a tea held in the reception
suite of the Municipal Building, and given by the new
Mayor of Bromley, Alderman Mrs. Marian Green. Among
others there were General Norman, Brigadier Daniell and
Maj. Gadd.
It is hoped that representatives of the Councils will
visit camp this year on Saturday, June 9th, and invitations
have been sent out to this effect.

*
John: "Yes, I had a little balance in the bank, but I
got engaged two months ago, and now—"
Joan: " Ah, love makes the world go round."
John: "Yes, but I didn't think it would go round so
fast as to make me lose my balance."
*

*

*

Barber: "Haven't I shaved you before, sir ? "
Customer: "No, I got that scar in France."

REGIMENTAL

DEPOT

T

HE activities of the Depot during the last month have
been largely concerned with preparations for the
first intake of new recruits who are due to arrive on
the 21st June.
One or two recruits who have recently signed on and
have been posted here for training, have had to be sent on
leave to await the arrival of the main batch of recruits. One
of these recruits, Pte. Keith, is a native of Kenya, and as it
was rather impracticable for him to be sent home for leave,
he has been employed on odd jobs around the Barracks,
and has proved to be very useful as an assistant painter and
decorator to Cpl. Mansfield.
The Permanent Staff is gradually being increased, and
wc welcome Sgt.Instr. Franklin, A.P.T.C., and Cpl. Davies,
who will soon be putting us all through our paces in the
gymnasium. Pte. West has also arrived from Depot, Royal
Sussex Regiment, Chichester.
We were sorry to have to say goodbye to Capt. Wheeler,
who has now been posted to No. 5 Central Workshops,
R.E.M.E., at Melton Mowbray, but we are pleased to see
2/Lt. Gladders from Eaton Hall.
Stores and equipment are arriving fairly frequently,
but the greatest difficulty is in finding a place to put them
all owing to lack of storage space. However, the builders
are working overtime to get the new stores ready in time for
the opening, and it has been rather difficult to get any work
done in the Admin. Block of late owing to the loud hangings
and sawing that they have to make whilst converting the
block into a store. Luckily news has been received that the
offices may soon be moving into the Crimea Block when the
W.R.A.C. have vacated it.
The Kent Fire Brigade are still the centre of interest
on the Barrack Square in their final practices for the Display
on the 2nd June. Those people who stayed in Barracks
over last weekend witnessed a full dress rehearsal.
An R.S.M.'s Drill Parade was held this month, but
apart from the fact that it took place at the rather incon
venient hour, for some of our " weekend soldiers," of 0815
hrs. on a Monday morning, it passed off quite uneventfully.
There have not been many on the sick list this month,
but we must commiserate with Ptes. Reah and Artiss on
the results of their recent visits to the dentist.
Pte. Collins is to be congratulated on his appointment
to Acting/Cpl.
The Depot cricket team has played three matches so
far and has met with rather varying success.
On the 17th May we played Maidstone Telephone
Operators at Mote Park and were able to dismiss them for
only 38 runs. After losing our first three wickets for no
runs, a recovery was made, and we won the game with five
wickets in hand.
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On the 23rd May our fortunes changed against Maid
stone Grocers, and we could only raise a total of 23 runs
between us. This was mainly due to the fact that Major
Keenlyside, our mainstay, could not play as he was at
Tonbridge on duty.
The Grocers' batsmen made short
work of our total and the match was lost by ten wickets.
On the 30th May wc won an exciting evening match
against 24 Reserve Flying School by three wickets. Required
to get 68 runs in just over an hour, we obtained the runs
in 50 minutes.

sergeants' mess

A

T last it can now be officially confirmed that the
Regimental Depot is " reactivated." This was
announced by a brief paragraph in Depot Part One
Orders to the effect that it was notified for information that
this Depot reorganized as An Infantry Regimental
Depot with effect from 1st May, 1951. The reactivity
announcement will bring about, no doubt will come into
very full effect in the near future. It is sincerely hoped
that we shall, in fact, get off with a flying start and no
serious snags. Moving of offices, erecting of racking for
" Q " Stores, the receiving of extra clothing and stores of
every description, no doubt, will disturb our peacefulness
of the past three years. Socially the Mess has had a rather
quiet period during May.
We have been pleased to have with us for about ten
days during the end of the month, Mr. George Carter, a
member of the Catford Branch of the P. and P. Association.
He had not been keeping very good health during the past
winter, but we are pleased to note a decided improvement
since his short stay. He does not get a lot of entertainment,
but the O.R.Q.M.S. has taken the opportunity of getting
in some good cribbage practice towards the later hours of
the evenings.
We were all pleased to read in the May edition that
the 1st Bn. Sgts'. Mess is now fully established in the
jungle. No doubt very comfortable while the weather is
good, but not so when the monsoon comes. See to the
waterproofing while the weather is good. It may be of
interest to those in the jungle that " shirt sleeve order of
dress" was brought into effect on 24th May (Empire Day)
at the Regimental Depot.
Early in June we shall have an increase in Mess
members by the arrival of the personnel for the Permanent
Staff from Shorncliffe. We take this opportunity of
welcoming them and hope they will soon feel they are
in fact doing a really regimental job. It is rumoured that
Sgts. Kent, Keating and (Bolo) Manson will be coming.
No doubt the latter will request permission from the Mess
President to make full use of the Mess notice board for
the purpose of keeping members informed of the fixtures,
transfers of internationals, etc., of the Giliingham Football
Club. Sgt. Instructor Franklin, A.P.T.C., has already
arrived and is now settled in. At present he is spending
most of his time in the gymnasium getting ready for our
first Intake. Unfortunately, we shall be losing him for
about the first three weeks in June whilst he is taking part
in the Royal Tournament. We hope he has an enjoyable
tour with us. The O.R.Q.M.S. has noticed that one of his
hobbies is as an entertainer, so we shall have very little
difficulty in procuring the services of a M.C. for our usual
functions. It is anticipated that there will be an All Ranks'
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Dance at the Depot on 21st July, so he will have an
opportunity of showing his talent (?).
A strange looking saloon car has appeared of late on
the Barracks square and on the 22nd May the R.S.M.
advised all concerned that he would not be on duty that
afternoon as he was having a spin to Folkestone. It was
all arranged that he should be picked up at his house. At
the arranged hour the R.S.M. was ready with his good
lady, who was also taking advantage of a run to the sea.
A quarter of an hour passed by, still no saloon, but shortly
afterwards it was noted that it was panting up a slight
hill in the direction of his house. " Old Faithful " (the
name given to the saloon) was not in form and was suffer
ing from interior trouble. Much to everybody's surprise
the R.S.M. returned to Barracks hoping, no doubt, to catch
a few culprits having a nap on their beds, which, in view
of reactivation, is strictly forbidden. " Old Faithful" is
now in a local garage having overhaul. On the 31st May,
" Old Faithful" was nearly disposed of by its owner, who
by some mischance found himself short of £30 at the end
of pay parade. Frantic checks and rechecks of the cash
balance and the figures in the pay list followed, until an
enquiry revealed that the officer had left the £30 at the
bank—and " Old Faithful" would still take pride of place
on the Barracks square. No doubt with the arrival of
recruits it will be allotted a proper parking space within
the precincts of Barracks.
A Mess meeting (the first for about three months) was
held on 28th May and all five members (including the
President) duly assembed to hear the state of Mess affairs
and make propositions. In view of our changed role it is
unfortunate that we shall not be able to have our usual
Sgts'. Mess Summer Outing this year. No doubt considera
tion will be given to a trip to town later for a theatrical
shows, when the process of reactivation is complete and
working smoothly.
In our spare moments one or two members have
found time to get in a game of cricket with the Regimental
Depot team, who have exceeded all expectations to date
having played three and won two already this year. The
R.S.M. was in great form in the last match and achieved
the distinction of smiting a hefty six in the direction of
the river Medway. Visions of another 25/ ball lost, but our
opponents were able to retrieve it. C/Sgt. Ringe appears
to have taken on the role of permanent umpire, and
willingly turns out to all matches. We sincerely hope the
expansion of the numbers within the Regimental Depot
will not curtail him in this duty.
On the 2nd June the Barracks was filled with V.I.P.s
and the general public to witness the annual review and
display given by the Kent Fire Service. An excellent dis
play of all forms of fire fighting
equipment, including
pumps, engines, etc., dating from as far back as 1774 to
the present very latest equipment and methods. The dis
plays culminated with an actual fire call and Peninsular
Block in the Barracks appeared to be actually on fire as the
various water tenders, pumps, escape ladders and all the
paraphernalia that goes with it were brought into action.
On the whole a very impressive display. Once more Mr.
Bird can again commence to prepare the garden plots for
the forthcoming Annual Reunion. Following the display
members of the Sgts'. Mess entertained their guests to tea
in the Mess. We were also pleased to entertain the members
of 24 Flying School, Rochester, to some refreshment in the
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Mess following their defeat by the Regimental Depot
cricket team on 30th May, 1951. We hope they enjoyed
their short stay and that they will visit us again when
they come to the Barracks.
From around 3.15 until 3.35 p.m. on Wednesday, 30th
May, a pall of silence appeared over the Barracks.
Nobody could be seen about, but shortly afterwards it was
revealed that all those mugs who back horses had
assembled at the nearest wireless receiving set to hear how
generous they had been to the bookmakers. According to
reports, they were all on the " wrong 'un," even one of the
clerks in the Orderly Room, who had drawn a horse in a
sweep, got nowhere—his horse did not even start !
We were sorry to lose C.S.M. Mansfield early in the
month as he had only been with us a short while. News
has been received that he has got an excellent posting
somewhere in Norfolk—about four or five miles from a
place of refreshment, so his nature study walks take him
much farther afield in the evenings ? ?
Prior to his
departure, he attended the specialist at the R.N. Hospital
and was downgraded. Much to his surprise, however, the
has been permitted to continue in the Service for yet
another year.
We were pleased to see " Busty" Cannacott in the
Mess during the month. We have also had attached
W.O.I Hale, of the Small Arms School, Hythe, whilst
attending a Fire Fighting Course at Kent Fire Service
H.Q., and two Sgts. of the R.A.O.C., who were attached
for one week prior to taking up permanent residence
in the neightbourhood at Mereworth. We hope they
enjoyed their short stay.
GARDENING NOTES

These must, on this occasion, be very brief. The
R.S.M., having given up his plot, will only appear when
he can produce something from his garden at his home. It
will not do to call in at the greengrocers on the way to
Barracks and then boast, " This is what I've produced " !
C/Sgt. Ringe has really put in some hard work and
has got some lettuce and beetroot seed planted, also a few
tomatoes. The jungle part of his garden is now so thick
that he has given up any idea of attempting to hoe. Later
on, when the grass is dry, it is rumoured he intends to set
it alight. The O.R.Q.M.S.'s runner beans and marrows
are coming on fine.
" MacCartney."

DENNISS PAINE & CO., LTD.
Contractors To H.M. Government

FOR ALL YOUR
IRONMONGERY
MAIDSTONE.
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TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF THE
DEPOT

S

Lofty Eastaugh and Haircut Foster

INCE our last article, life at the Regimental Depot
has been uneventful. There are however, a few
exceptions.
The most obvious event is the practice of the Kent
Fire Brigade for their display 011 the 2nd of June. (It has
been rumoured that " Lofty " Eastaugh sold the Barracks
Square to the Fire Brigade before he left in order to get
enough money to buy replacements for his kit.) There
is great discontent in the Barrackrooms for the bods have
learnt that Peninsular and India Blocks will be out of
bounds for the duration of the Fire Brigade's display.
Perhaps they wanted to have a " grandstand view " from
the upper storeys of these two Blocks and so look down
on the firemen.
The Depot Offices will shortly be moving to Crimea
Block (we think). Certain personnel will " give praise to
Allah " for this move, as Crimea Block is centrally heated.
Therefore, next winter will not see "Flaircut" and "Pip"
staggering about with buckets of coal to keep the Office
fires burning.
Work in the present office block is disturbed at times
by the noise of a multitude of carpenters all knocking
in enormous nails with gigantic hammers. When silence
finally descends, one of them decides to saw a piece of
wood, impregnated with nails, in half. Then a terrible
howl arises like unto many banshees. This invariably
happens when we are on the 'phone.
We have also got a number of R.A.O.C. personnel
accommodated in Barracks now. These men behave in
the most peculiar manner. They hold Drill Parades in
their barrackroom (which is situated immediately above
that of yours truly) at 0630 hours and at 0001 hours (at
both of which times all good soldiers should be asleep).
A few days ago the Adjutant and the R.S.M. decided
to go to Shorncliffe. However, when they tried to start
the Adjutant's car there was no result. Later several
persons were seen pushing the car around the Square.
The Orderly Room Clerk (yours truly) is a trifle dis
concerted every now and again, for no sooner does a
trainee arrive than he is sent on indefinite leave and
(most likely) somebody wants to see him and " Haircut "
is dragged from his state of somnambulance to explain
how, why and where—as if he knew in the first place !
Pte. "Tom" Collins has now become A/Cpl. Collins
in charge of our M.T.—all three of them !
The Depot has been making a truly marvellous attempt
at playing cricket. We have actually won two matches
and only lost one to date. (This was achieved by the able
assistance of " Haircut " as scorer.)
The 50th and 97th Regiment of Foot is now becoming
known by a new nickname: "The Toothless Half
hundred," due to an epidemic (i.e., two cases) of pyorrhcea
in the camp. Ptes. Artiss and Reah now have no teeth.
The final item this month is the much delayed arrival
of G.S. Medals, with clasp, " Palestine, 194548," for the
already clanking breasts of some of our warriors.
Be sure to read your " Queen's Own Gazette " next
month, when you will read yet another thrilling instal
ment of the "Trials and Tribulations of the Depot."
" Haircut " and " Pip."
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ROYAL MILITARY MEMORIAL CHAPEL, SANDIEST

T

HE dedication of the Second World War Memorials
at the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, was
carried out by the Chaplain to the Forces, in the
presence of H.R.H. The Duke of Gloucester, K.G., K.T.,
K.P., G.C.B., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O., last October.
The
Colonel of the Regiment, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver,
C.B., O.B.E., Lt.Col. C. A de B. Brounlie, M.C., Major
P. C. M. Buckle and 2nd/Lt. G. H. W. Howlett, represented
the Regiment.
Before describing the new memorials a word about the
Chapel itself may be of interest.
The original Chapel on the present site was built by
the Royal Engineers in 1879 and was of Byzantine style,
being a copy of a church in Florence. After the Great
War this Chapel was enlarged and rebuilt as a memorial
to over four thousand Sandhurst Cadets who fell in those
years. Of the earlier building the South African Chapel,
the original East end alone remains and houses the
memorials of many former Cadets including those who fell
in the South African War.
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memorials were included in the scheme of rebuilding and
beautifying the Chapel.
The Regimental Panel is of white marble, surrounded
by a framework of bronze. The Crest and lettering are
carved on the marble and coloured. The White Horse
of Kent is in silver on a field of Kentish Grey; the sur
rounding garter is in Royal Blue and the whole is fixed
to a pillar in the centre of the Chapel.
After the second World War the amalgamation of
Woolwich and Sandhurst took place. The Royal Military
Memorial Chapel, Sandhurst, as Christchurch is now
named, became a parent church for officers throughout
the Army, just as the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst,
has become a focus for Officer Cadet instruction through
out the Service.
The new memorial pews which have been placed
throughout the Nave and in the Choir in memory of the
officers of the British and Commonwealth Armies who
gave their lives in the Second World War are of very simple
design in solid English oak. Into the ends and on some
back panels are carved Corps and Regimental Crests and
Badges of the British Army and of many Dominion and
Colonial Forces. The badges on the pew ends are picked
out in their proper heraldic colours. Carved badges of
Allied Regiments occupy, in many cases, a back panel in
association with the British Regiment's carving on the
pew end.
The Indian Army subscribed a separate memorial to
all ranks who gave their lives between 19391945, which
takes the form of a reconstructed organ with, below, a
special screen and pillars, which bear the carved Regimental
badges.
The names of all officers who gave their lives are to
be inscribed in a special Book of Remembrance which will
be dedicated separately.


BOYS' TOWN—MODENA

T

(Photograph by a member of the R.M.A.S.
Photographic S0( iety.)
Rebuilding was started in 1919 and progressed stage by
stage until the Chapel as it now stands was finally dedicated
in 1938. Regimental Panels were incorporated on the
pillars; a memorial to the Indian Army Officers was placed
in alcoves by the Altar; and many private and Regimental

HERE are many exprisoners of war who remember
with deep gratitude the help given them by the
Italians, when they escaped after the Allies made an
armistice with Italy in 1943.
The penalty of helping escaped prisoners of war was
imprisonment, torture and death, and yet thousands of
simple, honest and very brave Italians took that risk.
Today in Modena, Northern Italy, a Boys' Town to
accommodate 1.200 boys is being built, and one of the
houses is to be dedicated to the memory of Don Elio
Monari, a young priest who was executed for the help he
gave to British escapers.
The opportunity has now come to repay in a small way
the sacrifices made by Don Monari and many others like
him, who valued the cause of freedom more than their own
lives. An appeal sponsored by Field Marshal Lord
Alexander, who commanded the Allied Armies in the
Italian campaign, has just been launched in Britain and the
Commonwealth, and it is hoped that those British prisoners
who escaped and were helped by the Italians, and also their
friends and relatives, will subscribe towards the £7,000
required to build the Don Monari house.
Any donations from our readers, sent care of the
Editor, "Everybody's," 114, Fleet Street, London, will be
greatly appreciated and forwarded to the Appeal
Committee.
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GETTING THE WIRES CROSSED
By CHARLES IRVING

M

R. SADDLEIR, by reason of service in two wars
and in several capacities, might if he cared to do
so have placed a high rank in front of his name
and several letters after it; but, to the very few who knew
him, he was always " Mr." Saddleir.
An elderly, greyhaired, handsome man with a quiet
voice, he sat during working hours in a small, sparsely
furnished room in an insignificant building no.t far from
Whitehall; he was part of an organisation directly responsi
ble to no Ministry, but in constant touch with several; his
doublelocked steel filing cabinet contained drawers labelled
"Transport (Sea)," ''Movements (Rail)," and the like; he
was, in fact, a key man among key men. Others made the
decisions and gave the orders; but when it came to carrying
them out, not a man, not a gun, not a ship, not an airplane
was moved without Mr. Saddlier's approval, signified by a
pair of neat initials at the bottom of a Top Secret
document.
Mr. Saddlier had a deputy—a certain Commander
Reppington, a lean, dark man with a tremendous fund of
energy. Reppington was an intellectual, with a taste for
the more abstruse kind of music; whereas Mr. Saddlier's
hobby was the maintenance of elderly cars.
One morning, when the affairs of the world were even
more unsettled than usual, Mr. Saddlier strolled into Com
mander Reppington's room with a sheet of paper in his
hand. " This seems urgent," he remarked gently. " We've
got to get ready to move this, that and the other . . ." and
he went into details of men and equipment, which cannot
be revealed here. Reppington made notes.
When his Chief had left him Reppington made a further
and more rapid series of notes on a sheet of paper which
he then put carefully away in his wallet.
That evening these notes passed into the hands of a
man selling evening papers not far from Leicester Square;
and, after changing hands several times, they eventually
left the country, to be studied in a secret room in another
capital altogether.
A few days later three men sat in a bedroom in an
hotel in the West End.
"The instructions are definite," said one man, who
seemed to be the leader. "The departure of that Combat
Group must be delayed for a few days. If we can do that
then our people at the port can arrange things so that it
doesn't leave at all—yes, ' accidental explosion ' is what
they will call it. But they must have a few days to get it
organised. Now, how can wc hold it up?"
" We've two men in tha.t department," said the second
man. " One is Reppington himself, of course—a valuable
man, because he's ours by conviction. They've nothing on
him, because he was dead straight, by their standards, until
a year or two ago, when we got hold of him. A socalled
intellectual. . .
" The other is one of the electricians—chap called
Simmons, a maintenance man on the telephone system in
side the building. They don't suspect him either; and of
course, neither of them knows anything about the other
one."

" Put them both on to it," said the first man. " From
what Reppington tells us, that Group won't move until
either Saddlier, or Reppington himself, signs the necessary
orders. Tell them both, independently, to put Saddlier out
of action—for a day or two, or for good, it doesn't matter.
With Saddlier out of the way, Reppington can hold it up
until we're ready."
" Isn't it a bit risky? " asked the third man. " Wc may
lose them both, and if we do we'll never get another man
into that department—they're terribly strict nowadays.
Couldn't we at least put Reppington and Simmons wise
to each other? "
" Certainly not," said the first man. " You know we
can never do that. Give them independent orders, and
we've .two chances—we're bound to bring it off."
Simmons, the electrician, having received his orders,
carefully thought out a plan, and then applied to "head
quarters " for a specially concentrated preparation of
curarin.
This was obtained for him within a day or so; mean
while, he was doing a little important work on his own—
mostly late at night, when the electricians' workshop was
empty. Simmons was both a good electrician and a good
mechanic; Mr. Saddlier himself knew him and liked him,
and often sought out his cooperation when a Lagonda
dynamo or a Delage magneto began to feel the effects of
old age.
What Simmons did was this. He obtained a spare
telephone instrument of the type used by people of Mr.
Saddlier's rank—the type with a button on the receiver rest,
which the high executive presses when he wants to get his
secretary on the line.
He drilled a very small hole in the middle of this but
ton, and beneath it he placed a tiny hypodermic needle,
connected to a little rubber bulb containing his poisonous
solution. The button normally depresses a lever making
an electrical contact; Simmons made it squeeze his little
bulb, so that anyone pressing the button would prick his
finger and receive, unwittingly, a fatal dose of the poison.
But this was not nearly enough. Late one Wednesday
night, Simmons went into action; the following Friday was
the deadline for getting Saddlier out of the way. He had
managed to create an artificial defect in Mr. Saddlier's
normal telephone, and had stayed behind, ostensibly to
deal with it.
Once alone in Mr. Saddlier's room he substituted his
prepared and lethal telephone, and then wired it up in such
a way that the finger pressing the button would receive,
when the button went right down, a powerful, but not fatal
electric shock (he did this quite simply by using fourcore
cable instead of twincore, tapping the mains unobtrusively,
and making the necessary connection inside the instrument).
He calculated, shrewdly, that on the following morning
Mr. Saddlier would press the button, get a shock which
would probably obscure the feeling of the prick from the
needle, call for him—Simmons—and give him a rocket
about the telephone, and tell him to fix it.
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Simmons could then quite openly substitute a normal
instrument for the lethal one, which he would destroy
later; and within a relatively short time Mr. Saddlier would
be helpless, and probably dead, from the effects of the
poison—with nothing to show how he had been poisoned.
Commander Reppington, meanwhile has been working
on a simpler, but equally effective scheme of his own. After
looking carefully through a set of very secret files, he had
waited until his chief was out of the office and then put
through an urgent, call to Catterick, in Yorkshire.
At Catterick he got hold of Somebody Very Important
and suggested that, in view of certain special developments
and experiments which were happening there (they were
connected with a new and secret kind of guncarrier) it
might be a good idea if Mr. Saddlier were to pay them a
visit Tor a week. Catterick, feeling flattered,
cordially
agreed.
When Mr. Saddlier returned, Reppington said: " By
the way, I've had Catterick on the 'phone. You know
they're very busy with .the . . ." (he went into technical
detail). " They suggested you might care to run up there
tomorrow for a few days; they think they'll have something
interesting to show you, and we rather want firsthand
knowledge of this thing."

:
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Mr. Saddlier, whose enthusiasm for cars extended to all
sorts of other vehicles, including guncarriers thought it
over, and agreed to go. " You can handle anything that's
likely to crop up for the next week," he said, " and 1 can
be back in a few hours if I'm wanted."
Reppington, on the Thursday morning, took charge of
the department, sat down in Mr. Saddlier's office, picked up
the telephone, pressed the button, and cursed with such
heartiness and vigour as to shock even Mr. Saddlier's ex
perienced secretary.
And it so happened that Mr. Saddlier, leaving his house
in the Delage en route for Yorkshire, noticed that the
dynamo was not charging, drove up to the department and
called for Simmons. And the wretched Simmons spent the
whole morning taking down, overhauling and cleaning a
faulty dynamo, with Mr. Saddlier's help and advice—until,
just before lunch, a messenger came hurrying out to say
that Commander Reppington had been taken violently ill,
and would Mr. Saddlier please have a word with the Internal
Intelligence Branch, who thought there was something
funny about his telephone?
WORLD COPYRIGHT RESERVED

London Express Service.

Now / wonder which nasty, horrid soldier wrote to Montgomery and complained that OUR Sergeant won't let
US read in bed?"
[London Express Service
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Mr. R. Kirk.
Mr. C. W. Lewis.

Mr. T. Thomas.

SHORNCLIFFE BRANCH

ASSOCIATION
LIST OF BRANCH MEMBERS

W

E publish hereunder a list of the names of members
of certain branches of the Past and Present
Association and hope to cover all the branches
in due course.
Should any subscriber wish to get in touch with any
member he should write to him c/o the Secretary of the
Branch, whose name and address will be found on the back
page of "The Q.O.G."
LONDON BRANCH
Brig. R. A. Riddell,
C.B.E., A.D.C.
Maj. A. S. Bredon.
Maj. N. H. Coyle.
Mr. H. A. Elson.
Mr. W. A. Cole.
Mr. J. Marr.,
Mr. J. Rampton.
Mr. J. Alldis.
Mr. H. Freeman.
Mr. J. Harnden.
Mr. L. W. Dawson.
Mr. W. Cotten.
Mr. E. H. Parfrey.
Mr. J. Broadbent.
Mr. Stewart.
Mr. Davies.
Mr. G. E. Henry.
Mr S. Northficlds.
Mr. J. Oliver.
Capt. F. Williams.
Mr. W. Wells.
Mr. Sweetman.
Mr. King.
Mr. E. A. Cornish.
Mr. J. Knight.
Mr. Smith.
Mr. J. S. Moss.
Mr. L. Clarke.
Mr A. Franks.
Mr. R. Hale.
Mr. T. Sayer.
Mr. D. Percival.
Sgt. D. Baker.
Mr. J. J. S. Pattenden.
Mr. L. W. Satchel I.
Mr. F. W. J. Miller.
Mr Pain.
Mr. Maskell.
Mr. T. Allen.
Mr. H. Johns.

Mr. G. Hazel.
Mr. C. W. H. Lewis.
Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E
Maj. J. D. Stocker, M.C.,T.D.
Maj. C. Bruce.
Mr. R. J. Protz.
Mr. S. Fincham.
Mr. J. H. Hawkes.
Mr. F. Reeve.
Mr. Dunmore.
Mr. W. J. Cane.
Mr. R. L. Mercer
Mr G. Forey.
Mr. T. Oakley.
Mr. Page.
Mr. Devine.
Mr. Glare.
Mr. Wilks.
Mr. M. M. Jennings.
Mr. E. V. Coo.
Mr. G. Simpson.
Mr. A. W. Mead.
Mr. Edwards.
Mr. A. Richardson.
Mr. A. L. Brown, M.M.
Mr. J. Sheeham.
Mr. L. Remfry.
Mr. Bellamy.
Mr. A. Cameron.
Mr. C. Krepper.
Mr. H. Lake.
Mr. Lovell.
Mr. S. W. Scott.
Mr. F. Lawrence.
Mr. F. Dixon, M.C.
Mr. A. Johnson.
Mr. F. Winter.
Mr. A. H. Medhurst.
Mr. D. Cummings.
Mr. Keeler.
Mr. A. Toms.

Lt.Col. A. A. E. MerlottChitty, D.S.O. (Prescient).
Lt.Col. I. R. Lovell (Chairman).
Mr. E. W. N. Elvy (Hon. Secretary and Treasurer).
Mr. G. Arkland.
Mr. E. Adams.
Mr. P. Cook.
Mr. T. Drakeley.
Mr. W. Edwards.
Mr. E. Epps.
Mr. G. Fuller.
Mr. W. Hunt.
Mi. G. Offen.
Mr. W. Pluck.
Mr. A. Pope.
Mr. J. Pope.
Mr. T. Radford.
Mr. W. Reynolds.
Mr. R. Rouse.
Mr. F. Savell.
Mr. A. Shrubb.

Mr. L. Solley.
Mr. J. Stevens.
Mr. J. Stokes.
Maj. C. Tuff, D.L., J.P.
Lt.Col. F. K. Theobald
Mr. T. Tomkins.
Mr. G. Til by.
Mr. R. Vinson.
Mr. H. Wanstall.
Mr. J. Waters.
Mr. T. Wood.
Mr. J. Holden.
Mr. E. Pontet.
Mr. F. Dyer.
Mr. R. Marsh.
Mr. E. Shilling.

EX " B" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION
i
^r^HE rain poured down almost incessantly during
Saturday, 5th May, the day fixed for our Spring
* Reunion and Stag Party, but as the appointed hour
approached, the clouds rolled away, and the sun made its
belated appearance, much to the relief of our Secretary
who took up his post in the Drill Hall Club Room at 6.30
to welcome the expected guests.
Both Club rooms were made available to us this even
ing, with the " Officers' Room " for coats, and a grand fire
burned in each lest it turn chilly during the evening. No
fear of this, however, as things turned out, for the warmth
of the good fellowship that obtained during the evening
sufficed for the chilliest arrival.
First on the scene after 7 o'clock, was Alf Franks,
accompanied by W. Miller. Alf, looking much better than
of late was full of vim, and eagerly joined the anticipating
wait for the others. Little did we expect the next arrival,
though, for it was none other than " Darkie " Attle, from
Skegness, where he helps Mr. Butlin run his holiday camp.
Darkie is no whit different from his old self, though strange
looking in civvies. A large number of us will remember
him when he came to us as .Sgt. Attle from the 1st Bn..
when we were at Bridport. He and Jerry Page were to
instruct us in the art of warmaking fresh from the Maginot
Line. They became our first P.S.M's. and subsequently
Darkie became C.S.M. of "A" Coy. It was grand to see
him and he thoroughly enjoyed himself seeing the old gang
again, though disappointed at the nonarrival of some who
had promised to come but didn't.
Next we had our Richard (Hale) who, later in the even
ing (much later!) together with Nobby Clark, operated suc
cessfully and melodiously on the mandoline and mouth
organ respectively. Followed our Johnny Treasurer—a
busy man during the evening ladling out the free pints to
the new arrivals, lobbing Dance Tickets around, and col
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lecting arrears of subs for the "B.G.", etc. A new old
figure next loomed up in the person of Sid Smith, exdrums,
though alas without his instruments of torture, now being
operated professionally by brother Alf, who arrived later
on. Harry Lake next. Harry now has to apply for per
mission not to come and has to produce a written permit
in .the event of absence. In quick succession there fol
lowed " Pat" and Danny Percival; Bert Chaplin (from
Barking); and Jim Goldsmith, and our old signaller pal,
Jack Bradley. Alan Balcombe and Pardner made up our
party for a space, during which there was much drinking—
much scoffing—and much looking at photographs. A new
innovation met with approval. It was a Company Nominal
Roll—containing over 400 names of the Company and some
idea of where they are now. The names recalled many
memories and quite a few names were added. It was
suggested that copies of this roll might easily be sold, but
should you require a copy, let the Secretary know.
We were then very pleased indeed to see Bill Spence
arrive, though somewhat the worse for wear, and very
grateful that the boys had remembered him in hospital. We
do most sincerely hope that our Bill will regain soon his
former vigour and energy. With Bill there came Wally
Lippingwell, our darts competition organizer, who spent,
some of the evening collecting names for the Major Winston
Cup Competition (five more, so far, than last year). Horace
came next and very soon afterwards we were delighted to
greet Major Winston, our old Company Commander, now
looking very much fitter. He promptly enlarged upon his
generosity in presenting a Cup for Darts, and we shall now
have a prize for the runner up, a subsidiary prize for the
winner and, by the generosity of another of our members,
50 fags for the highest score of the Competition.
Mr. Wilks arrived next and found himself, as an old
1st Battalionite, in good company, as it transpired he had
a lot in common with Bill Spence and Darkie Attle. But
it seems though, that Bill was 11th Bn. in the first World
War.
Tom Sayer arrived, and, as " O.C. Raffles " soon be
gan flogging those silly little bits of paper with numbers on,
and, although your scribe forgets who won the fags, our
hon. secretary won a box of matches!
Then we received Bert Acott (whose vocal solos later
on gave us food for thought), and Alex Cameron, our
most eligible bachelor, and shortly afterwards who should
arrive but Fred and George Keane, complete with car,
into which, later on", they whisked our Darkie, whose sug
gestion that the British Railways should run a special train
to return him to Skegness was apparently turned down.
Our President (Major J. D. Stocker) then graced us
with his presence. We don't see him as often as we should
like, but when we do, it is always with the greatest of
pleasure. Then our greatest surprise of the evening—we
saw the familiar face of Jimmy O'Neill poke itself round the
door. We didn't even know his address till this evening.
Strange how some blokes never seem to alter one
little bit, and our Jimmy most certainly is one of 'em.
To complete the evening's company, we finally wel
comed to the fold—Les. Satchell, Charlie Sayer, Ernie Fore
man, Charlie Krepper and Alf Smith.
A very good evening indeed, and a late one, for a lot
of us who finally dashed away to catch a bus of any des
cription at about a quarter to midnight. There was many
a " walk home " that night!

During the evening we had an impromptu darts match
or two—about 5 a side, generally speaking, but at times
it was difficult to decide whose side one was on. Sid Smith
played a thankless and difficult task as marker, and much
latent talent was exposed as the games went on.
We had in all a thoroughly enjoyable evening, though
the numbers were not quite up to expectation. Still we
made up in quality for what we lacked in quantity—and
40 on parade isn't too bad.
Black marks, however, to those who promised to come
and didn't.
" Nightingale."

11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

T

HE Standard of the 11th Bn. Association is in the
news again. On the occasion of the inspection of the
British Legion and O.C.A. Standards by H.M. the
King in Hyde Park on Saturday, the 12th May last, our
Standard was carried by Alderman W. Toomer, M.M. There
were 4,000 Standards on parade and the contrast of the
West Kent colours with those of blue and gold of the
Legion was most noticeable. It is interesting to note that
the' four West Kent Standards fought a rear guard action,
in other words, they were the last in the parade, and it was
noticed that H.M. the Queen commented on this as they
passed the dias.
Our thanks are due to Bill Toomer for his enthusiasm
and members hope he will move from second to first place
in the Standard Bearers' Competition at Maidstone next
July.
The Association is indebted to Capt. C. F. Hall for
providing new gauntlet gloves for use of our Standard
Bearer.
*

*

*

The month of June will always have memories for
those who served in the 11th Bn., for it was on the 7th
June, 1917, that the battle of Messines Ridge commenced.
This was said to have been one of the most successful
actions of the 191418 war, when on the nine miles of the
front covered by the attack on the WytschaeteMessines
Ridge, 19 mines were sprung, many of them larger than any
yet exploded on the Western Front.
Again on the night of 12th13th June the Bn. was
engaged on a difficult operation of straightening the line
and many will remember the "warm" conditions of the
White Chateau.
L.W.D.

EYES RIGHT

ON THIS
NOTICE.

If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fafct anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone: Maidstone 3020
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BROMLEY BRANCH

F

OLLOWING his visit with the Branch Standard to
Ypres for the service at St. George's Memorial
Church and the Menin Gate on the eve of St.
George's Day, Mr. George Cockell was privileged to carry
the Branch Standard in Hyde Park 011 the 12th May last,
when H.M. the King inspected a parade of British Legion
and O.C.A. Standards. The Branch is proud of the fact
that Mr. Cockell won the competition of Standard Bearers
at the Annual Reunion last year and hope that the further
experience he has gained, will enable him to be judged as
Champion Standard Bearer again next July.
Mr. Cockell and his friend, Alderman Toomer, are
frequently seen together at British Legion parades, when
it is usual for the West Kent Standards to be given a place
of honour.
B.B.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

F

OR some time past preparations have been going on
to celebrate the first anniversary of the Catford
Branch in a proper and fitting manner, and the cul
mination of these preparations was the Branch's First
Annual Dinner and Social, which was held at their H.Q. in
Catford on the 11th of May.
Our Secretary (Mr. Stan Knight), in particular, has put
in a considerable amount of work to make this event a
success, and it is due to his efforts, with the loyal coopera
tion of the Branch Committee, headed by our Chairman,
that we can now report a 100 per cent, success.
We were honoured at dinner by the presence of the
Colonel of the Regiment, Maj.General W. P. Oliver (who,
incidentally, was the first to arrive!) and, with him at the
top table, besides the Chairman and Mrs. S. J. Terry, we
were very pleased to see Maj. and Mrs. H. J. D. Combe
(5th Battalion) and Capt. R. Maltby (11th Battalion), two
of our VicePresidents; Capt. A. V. D. Morley, and the
Rev. F. A. Wainwright, Vicar of St. George's Church,
Catford.
There were 46 " on parade," including two Mr. A.
Medhurst's—Albert Medhurst, of course, is a member—
indeed the instigator—of the Catford Branch, whilst Mr.
A. H. Medhurst was "lent" to us by the London Branch,
the only other Branch, incidentally, officially represented
this evening.
After a minute's silence, during which we remembered
our fallen comrades, we enjoyed an excellent supper, drank
the Loyal Toast, and heard our Master of Ceremonies
(Harry Lake) announce Maj. H. J. D. Combe, who proposed
the toast of "The Regiment."
Maj. Combe said that the formation of the Branch
was due to the 1914 vintage of the members, and he asked,
the younger ones to carry on the good work.
In his reply, the Colonel of the Regiment said that
whilst he was in Maidstone he had met Messrs. Terry and
Remfry, and had expected to meet them again here. He
had, of course, met Mr. Terry again— he was our Chairman,
but Mr. Remfry was unfortunately not present. He con
gratulated Mr. S. Knight on his good work for the Branch
and in organizing the Dinner, and was pleased to see Mr.
Medhurst and Mrs. Toomer present. From the look of
things the Branch would soon develop into a larger one,
and he asked the younger members to support it to the full.

General Oliver then gave us some first hand informa
tion about the 1st Battalion, who were in Kuala Lumpur,
and had already taken their toll of the bandits there.
Mr. L. W. Dawson, the Secretary of the 11th Battalion
Association, then spoke, and we were very sorry to learn
that his wife was in hospital. We do sincerely hope that
by now she will have fully recovered her health.
The Artillery House meetings (Mr. Dawson continued)
were rather pessimistic, but it was very pleasant to see the
Branch flourishing now and the Colonel of the Regiment
present. He hoped the Branch would now be able to con
centrate on getting a Branch Standard and to emulate such
stalwarts as George Cockell, of Bromley, and Mr. Toomer,
of the 11th Battalion Association, and capture the honours
at future Reunions at Maidstone.
Mr. A. H. Medhurst, of the London Branch, proposed
the toast of "The Catford Branch," and finally Mr. S. J.
Terry, the Chairman, wound up by outlining some of the
proposals for the social afterwards and thanked all members
for their support.
The dinner impedimenta was then whisked out of the
way and, as our M.C. said, " Let the party commence
"
The remainder of the evening was an outstanding
success. We had dancing, singing and a really clever con
juring performance. The latter was given by one of our
guests, Capt. Wennel. who mystified us for a long time with
a really amazing " act."
We would like to thank Capt.
Wennell very much indeed for his great help in making the
evening go well.
Thanks are also due to Alex Cameron, who did sterling
work at the piano during the whole evening, having stepped
into the breach when the pianist failed to materialize. To
Tom Sayer and Charlie Bailey who organized the raffle. To
Capt. Maltby, who very generously provided the prize, a
beautiful set of saucepans (won by Mr. R. F. Wilks). And
to Joe Saunders and his pal for providing and operating the
" rhythm section."
Yes, our first Annual Dinner was a success, and we left
the Ravensbourne about 11.30 p.m. very well satisfied with
ourselves, and very sure of the support that will be forth
coming for the future.
" p.p. Ravensbourne."

CHATHAM BRANCH

T

HE May meeting, held on the 7th, was fairly well
attended. The Chairman, Mr. C. J. Williams, opened
the meeting at 8 p.m. Apologies for absence were
received from Alf Tapp, M.C., who had undergone another
operation but was making satisfactory progress, Maj.
Brothers, J. Munden, Samson and Stonham.
Minutes of 2nd April were read and confirmed.
Treasurer's Report was approved. Correspondence was
read from Maj. Brothers, who is on leave, Frank Sutton in
Canada, who hopes to come home on holiday next year. By
the way, Frank, your remarks are noted.
We are fortunate when we get our report in the same
month as our meeting; usually when the meeting is not
later than the 3rd, as matter should be sent in by 20th
of month.
We note that Joe Munden has now retired from the
police and is, we hope, going steady in his new job. Good
luck, Joe.
The Branch was not represented in Hyde Park on
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WhitSaturday owing to lack of notice. London Branch is
holding a " Gettogether" on September 8th; this matter
was referred to the next meeting.
Joe Wright and C. J. Williams gave a report of the
Maidstone Branch dinner.
There are 21 seats available for the Branch Outing on
August 12th, to Eastbourne; these seats will be sold, but
we want members to get their bookings in first. G. .1.
Higbid gave a report of the KutelAmara Survivors'
Dinner. Joe Wright appealed to members to put them
selves out to come to the monthly meetings, if only
occasionally, to keep in touch. It is possible for our
members to bring along some new members as there arc
plenty of exR.W. Kents in the Medway Towns.
The meeting, which closed at 8.56 p.m., was followed
by a " chinwag " on old times with the Regiment.
G. Anchors,
Branch Correspondent.

I

LONDON BRANCH

T was a feeling of something gained that amid the lights
of Leicester Square we held our opening meeting at
The Cranbourne on Friday, 25th May, 1951. As was
expected, we had the largest number of the year present,
and besides Col. B. L. Clay, O.B.E., and Maj. A. S. Bredon,
41 other members turned up. It was voted by all a great
asset changing our Headquarters and we have a very large
room with every comfort, a helpful, cheerful landlord and
our own bar if required. We shall be looking forward to
seeing many visitors during the Festival months.
The meeting started off with the good news that we
had five new members and a very hearty welcome was given
on joining the Branch to Messrs. Worsley, D.C.M., and
Sinclair (exlst Bn.), Everett and Rye (ex5th Bn.) and
Shalfont (ex2nd Bn.). A sixth would have been added but
for the fact that Mr. Tickner, once of both 1st and 2nd
Bn. Transport, having lost his way, arrived too late, our
Chairman, Mr. Elson having closed the meeting. As he
is coming along next month, with perhaps a few more, we
expect to publish the fact we have reached the hundred
mark in membership.
We are grateful for a very encouraging letter received
from Mr. L. W. Dawson, stating that the 11th Bn. intended
to support, in full strength, the London Reunion on the
8th September, 1951. Being assured that the Catford
Branch are with us in numbers, it only remains now for
our friends and comrades in Kent to come along for a real
good evening. Owing to the late running of trains it has
been decided to extend the time to 11.30 p.m. for the
benefit of those wishing to spend the extra halfhour.
Mr. Worsley, D.C.M., told us something of the aims
of the " 62 Club " and we hope at some later date we can
get together, but have yet to find a team for " pokey die."
He mentioned the great help given him by O.R.Q.M.S.
Waterman, and I must add the thanks of the London
Branch for many small favours from Alfie, the " back room
boy."
Mrs. Elson arrived with a cake straight from the oven,
and, as it should be, was won by a new member, Mr.
Sinclair. The other prize, 40 lags, was won by Scotty, but
not being a Regimental tie, he gave them away in disgust.
Mr. Cummings arrived too late for the raffle, but handed
over 10/ for the sports fund.
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Final arrangements have now been completed for coach
travel to the Annual Reunion, which leaves " The Cran
bourne" at 9.0 a.m. on 15th July, 1951.
Dicky Hale has now become Branch contractor for
Ties, Regimental, so while his wife is away on holiday, will
most likely be found round some rag and bone store.
After the meeting, as was to be expected, the
" Pengeites" found their way to the nearest dart board,
which has not yet been discovered by the majority.
Many members witnessed the British Legion parade in
Hyde Park on Easter Sunday, and with pride noted the
smartness of the Standard Bearers of the Branches from
Bromley, Lewisham, Maidstone and London.
A letter is being sent to all our comrades in Guernsey
congratulating them on the formation of their Branch and
wishing them every success.
Our next meeting at "The Cranbourne," on Friday,
29th June, 1951, being the Branch Annual General Meeting,
we anticipate another large attendance to which all are
welcomed.
" One Wave."

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

T

HE Branch was well represented in the scries of games
on 30th April, when the Royal Naval Association
(Maidstone Branch), winners of the Maidstone Joint
Council of ExServicemen's Games Tournament for
1950/51, challenged the Rest, by providing two darts
players (one in each team)—Messrs. Farrington and
Barham, one shove halfpenny—Mr. Fred Hills, and one
cribbage player—needless to say—Mr. " Hooky " Walker,
Coachman, Regimental, and several other nonplaying
members of the Branch attended and spent a very
pleasant evening. The Royal Navy managed to uphold
their reputation by winning the odd game in a series of
seven and we congratulate them on a really good effort
in view of the very strong opposition. The weaknesses
appeared to be in the card games and, of course, the
Coachman, Regimental, appeared to maintain his usual
form by failing to be issued with the correct type of cards
—this seems to be his failing of late. At the monthly
meeting, held on the following Thursday, our Hon Secre
tary, who had done a good deal of work in arranging the
match, received a vote of thanks from the Chair of the
Joint Council Committee.
With Lt.Col. Howe presiding, we held our monthly
meeting on Friday, 18th May, and were very pleased to
welcome a new member in Mr. F. Bray, whom we have
been trying to get to come along for some time. We do
hope he was impressed and will continue with his attendance
when available.
At our March meeting it was proposed that the Branch
would run a sweepstake this Festival Year on " The King
George VI and Queen Elizabeth Festival of Britain Stakes,"
which is being run at Ascot on Saturday, 21st July, 1951.
The Committee have now met; tickets are available and
on sale. Tickets are sixpence each or five shillings a book
of eleven. If you should require any they are obtainable
from any member of the Branch or from the Hon. Secre
tary at the Barracks. At the moment it would appear that
all tickets will be sold. Prizes are being distributed (cash)
to all who draw a horse that starts in the race. At the
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moment there are 96 entries, so we sincerely hope they
will be whittled down before the starting gate goes up or
we shall be well out on it.
The Branch Outing to Ramsgate on Sunday, 24th
June, was discussed and it was agreed that the whole party
would be taking their tea meal together at one restaurant.
The cost per adult (fare) is 6/8; up to two children per
family free. It is hoped the tea will not cost much more
than 2/6 each. There are still a few seats to go. We are
hoping that the weather will be just right—it should be by
then—and are looking for a pleasant day by the sea.
The Branch have decided to enter the Joint Council of
ExServices' Tennis Tournament again this season and shall
be looking forward to Capt. Carey, our mainstay to see
us through, together with Mr. Grant, who is also a very
keen player.
On the 12th May, the Branch were honoured in being
invited to take part in the British Legion Parade of
Standards for the Royal Review in Hyde Park. Mr. Hills,
our Standard Bearer, attended and was very pleased to
find three other Branches of " The Queen's Own " Past and
Present had also accepted the invitation. Mr. A. Taylor,
a staunch member of our Branch and the Old Con
temptibles' Association, was Standard Bearer for the Maid
stone Branch of the O.C.A.
The Branch Committee are to meet shortly to put
arrangements in hand for the entertainment, etc., that will
take place during the Annual Reunion on 15th July.
On the 10th June members of the Branch, with their
wives and families, will be attending Divine Service at All
Saints' Church, at 6.30 p.m. This is the inauguration, of an
Annual Service being organized by the Maidstone Joint
Council of ExServicemen and will include all ex'Service
associations in the locality. Branch Standards will be taken
in the Church during this service.
Our first cricket match was to have taken place on
10th June versus our old rival, The Royal Naval Associa
tion. This is now down to take place on the following
Sunday and we are hoping to be able to give a good report
of ourselves in the next edition of " The Q.O.G." We
should have quite a reasonable side this season and this
match will be preparatory to our most serious affair with
the Regimental Depot on 1st July.
Intimation has been received from Headquarters that
it has been proposed to organize an InterBranch Small
Bore 22 Shooting Competition. This seems a very good
idea and no doubt will receive the support of the Maid
stone Branch, who are proud champions of the Maidstone
ExServices at this art.
We are indebted to the Sgts'. Mess for kindly giving
the raffle prize at our last monthly meeting, from which
the Branch benefited by the sum of 28/, the lucky winner
being " Speedy " <Sam) Ludford.
On looking through the calendar, I find the Branch
will have plenty to entertain them for the coming couple
of months, and in order that members may know just what
is going on and when the following itemsof interest are
listed: —
Monthly Meeting—7.45 p.m., 15th June, at Sgts'. Mess,
the Barracks.
Cricket—2.30 p.m., Sunday, 17th June, at the Barracks,
versus R.N. Association.
Outing—9.30 a.m., Sunday, 24th June, at the Barracks,
to Ramsgate.

Cricket—2.30 p.m., Sunday, 1st July, at the Barracks,
versus Regimental Depot.
Regimental Cricket Week:
6th July, 11.30 a.m., "The Queen's Own " versus
The Buffs, at the Barracks.
7th July, 11.30 a.m., " The Queen's Own " versus
Band of Brothers, at the Barracks.
8th July, 11.30 a.m., "The Queen's Own " versus
The Mote C.C., at the Barracks.
15th July—11.0 a.m., 13th ANNUAL REUNION
"THE QUEEN'S OWN" PAST & PRESENT.
(Lunch tickets, 4/, can be booked through Branch
Hon. Secretary.)

*

the west kent school—canada
Readers may remember a reference to this School
in the Editorial of the April Queen's Own Gazette. The
following article from the Guardian, Charlottetown, has
been forwarded by the School Principal, Mr. C. F. Hine.
CORPS HAS LINK WITH NOTED
WEST KENT REGIMENT
««IV >f R. C. F. HINE, principal of West Kent School, is
VI in receipt of a letter from Major General W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., Colonel of the Queen's Own
R.W.K. Regiment, in which the General expresses interest
in the Cadet Corps of the School and says in part, ' we con
sider it a great privilege to be associated with any organisa
tion which has the White Horse of Kent as its emblem.'
" The Royal West Kents hold an enviable place in the
military history of Great Britain. Its battle honours, 92
in all, include, Alma, Inkerman, Sevastopol, Egypt, South
Africa, Mons, Ypres, Gallipoli, and the Somme. In the
recent war the Regiment served in France, Africa, and
Italy, taking prominent part in the actions at Dunkirk,
Malta, El Alamein, and on the frontiers of India and
Burma. At present the 1st Bn. is in Malaya doing front
line duty against the rebels and bandits in that area.
" General Oliver very kindly sent along several
histories of the Queen's Own, together with other materials
touching on the traditions of the Regiment. It is the
intention of the Cadet Instructors of the West Kent Cadet
Corps to incorporate much of this material in basic lectures
with a view to increasing ' esprit de corps' which has always
been on a very high plane.
" The White Horse of Kent was adopted as the emblem
of West Kent School in 1939. The Jutes, who invaded
Kent in A.D. 449, bore the sign of the White Horse on
their banners. The two leaders of the Jutes were brothers
—Hengist and Horsa—both names meaning ' horse.' Some
believe there may have been only one leader and that the
two names and consequent confusion was the result of
followers using different dialects. In any case, Hengist be
came King of Kent and his emblem was the white horse.
Later William the Conqueror, after having subdued the rest
of England, marched on Kent, but the Kentish men re
mained 4 unconquered,' hence the motto 'Invicta,' which
forms the base of the School's crest. Kent finally submitted
to William's rule, but insisted on keeping its old tradition
and rights. The White Horse has pranced across the pages
of history ever since."
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Uth (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

HE Association repeated the tribute paid to St.
George and the Church when on Sunday evening,
22nd April it was represented at St. George's Church,
Perry Hill, London, S.E., at the Festival Service, and sup
ported the Cubs, Scouts and Guides, who were present in
good strength.
Fond parents' hearts must have been thrilled as they
saw their children proudly carrying and escorting their
flags and Standards to the altar, where the Vicar, the
Reverend F. A. Wainwright, B.A., stood to receive them,
and who handed them over to the Sacristans, Messrs. Hines
and Westcott, who placed them in position round the altar,
which with the rich colours of the Association Standard
made a very colourful picture. The Association is very
grateful to the officials of the London Branch for loaning
its Standard for the occasion as the local Standard was at
St. George's Church, Menin Gate, Ypres. with representa
tives—L. W. Dawson. Capt. R. Maltby, M.C., G. Cockell,
11th Bn. Association—of the Past and Present Association
for the rededication of that famous church. Mr. R. F.
Wilks, of the London Branch, carried the Standard, escorted
by exR.S.M. W. J. Napier, D.C.M., Catford and District
Branch, wearing the medals of the 1939/45 campaign, and
Mr. S. Knight, Lewisham Association.
The Service was a very happy one, and a full church
joined wholeheartedly in it.
The choir sang Stanford's " Jerusalem" well and
sincerely. The Vicar, inspired by the life and noble acts
of St. George, spoke with much feeling of them and asked
us all, for one thing, to abandon the selfishness so evident
these days, and to try to emulate our Patron Saint in every
day life. St. George's Church, Menin Gate, was specially
mentioned in the final prayers.
The service ended most fittingly
with a procession
round the church, and to that lovely inspiring hymn which
opens with these words: " Thy hands, O God have
guided." the procession led by the Cross, started from the
chancel. The Cubs of the 14th and 17th Packs followed
with the choirboys and church's blue banner. The flags
of the 14th and 17th Troops came after, with the banner
of St. George in the place of honour, followed by the King's
colours of the Troop. The choirmen came next with
the Guides' Company and King's colour and the white
banner and Guides' standard. The Association standard
came last followed by the Sacristan and Assistant and the
Readers, and the procession ended with the churchwardens
with their wands of office, escorting the Vicar, who, clad
in rich vestments, looked an imposing figure, and walked
with great dignity and quiet pride. One could not feel
but great admiration for this sincere gentleman who carries a
great burden of such a large parish.
The procession formed up in the chancel in front of
the choir stalls, and, after the Blessing was pronounced,
the opening notes of the National Anthem pealed out a
signal for the Association standard to be lowered in tribute
and in honour. Thus this glorious festival ended, and we
members of the Association are grateful for the honour of
being invited and do hope to take part in them for many
years.
Our thanks are extended to the Vicar, the Church
wardens and Mr. E. H. Hines for their welcome assistance.
May blessed peace crown their efforts.
" Private Banks."
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THANKS TO PALMOLIVE

illtonSAway^hi8kerS
MILLIONS! Yes, the millions of shavers who trust their
faces exclusively to Palmolive Lather. Here are the facts!
Of men who use a lather cream 2 out of 3 prefer Palmolive.
"Palmolive cer
tainly multiplies
itself 250 times. Its
rich lather stands
my whiskers on
end."

"Palmolive softens

my beard in

seconds, stays
moisturesoaked so
long it never goes
dry on you."

GIVE YOUR CHIN A CHANCE, TRY

I'll change
to Palmolive
straightaway,
and let it take
the sting: out
of shaving!"

STOP
PAIN
SAFELY
with

ASPRO

'ASPRO' brings definite painrelief within
a few minutes. The sensation is a soothing
one. You suddenly realise that the
pain has faded away. 'ASPRO' just does
the job and then disappears, leaving no
trace—leaving no harmful aftereffects
whatever. 'ASPRO' provides Nature with
the chance she needs to get you fit again.
Take 'ASPRO' when you feel the first
twinge or ache which warns you of the
onset of rheumatic pain, neuritis, neuralgia,
sciatica or lumbago. That is the way to forestall the constant
nagging pain which these distressing ailments cause. 'ASPRO'
brings peace, too, to overwrought nerves—so remember, when
you are overstrained, overtired, overworked—

When you're nervy 6 irritable
ASPRO' SOOTHES&COMFORTS
GREAT PAm RELIEF

2 Belper Cottage, Church Lane,
Dear Sirs,
Blsley, Surrey.
I write to thank you for the great relief
I get after taking an 'ASPRO' for pain,
they are wonderful tablets and many
bless them. Grateful thanks.
Miss L. M. FRY.

From

N.A.A.F.I. CANTEENS

& CHEMISTS EVERYWHERE
Made in England by
ASPRO

LIMITED.

Slough, Bucks

ASPRO

13th
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WILL

ASSOCIATION

TAKE

PLACE

Tfe,

ON

Sunday, July 15th, 1951
AT

The Barracks, Maidstone
Church Parade





11.0 a.m.

Service of Remembrance at All Saints' Church
Maidstone


11.30 a.m.
Laying of Wreaths on Cenotaph
The Regimental Band of 1st Bn. The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regt.)
Will be present by kind permission of LieutenantColonel J. F. CONNOLLY, D.S.O.
and Officers THE BUFFS.

BUFFET LUNCH
LUNCH A'-

1.30 p.m.
TEA -from 3.30

Applications, together with remittance, should be forwarded to the Hon. Secretary, The Barracks.
Maidstone, not later than Monday, 9th July, 1951

During the Afternoon the Band will play.
Children's Races organised, and the Miniature Range will be open.
The

Hon. Secretary,
The Queen's Own Past & Present Association,
Regimental Headquarters,
The Barracks, Maidstone.

THE
QUEEN'S OWN

PAST <& PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

FOUNDED

JULY 1911

PATRON:
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OF KENT. C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT:
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN:
COLONEL W. V. PALMER
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER:
LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES:
BRANCH

CHAIRMAN

SECRETARY

Bromley

Mr. J. Curry

Chatham

Mr. C. J. Williams

C a t f o r d & D i s t r i c t .. Mr. S. J. Terry
Deptford

&

..

D i s t r i c t Mr. A. H. Fiiield

Gravesend

Mr. A. Wood

....

London

Mr. H. A. Elson

Maidstone

Mr. H. Carman

Sevenoaks
Shorncliffe

LtCol. I. R. Lovell,

Major N. S. C.
Tonbridge &
Tunbridge Wells
Elmslie.
6th Battalion
Lt.Col. G. K.
Defrates, D.S.O., M.C.
7th Battalion
Mr. E. Goodman
8th

10th

Battalion
Battalion

11th Battalion
20th

(London)

Capt. A. V. D.
Morley, M.C.
Mr. J. Mingay

DETAIL OF MEETINGS

Mr. S. G. Lewis,
Last Saturday each month at Drill Hall,
89, College Road, Bromley.
East Street, Bromley.
Mr. J. E. Wright,
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
"Royson" 43. Blaker Avenue, Rochester.
Hall, Boundary Road, Chatham.
Mr. S. Knight,
Second Wednesday each month, 7.45 p.m., at
Ravensbourne Hotel, Nr. Catford Bridge,
215, Ridge Road, Sutton, Surrey.
London, S.E.6.
Mr. J. W. Reed,
At " Brown Bear," High Street, Deptford,
55, Berthon Street, Deptford, S.E.8.
S.E.8. Last Saturday, each month.
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
61, Kings Drive, Gravesend.
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
Mr. W. A. Cole,
Last Friday each month, at " The Cran
23, Hertford Street, London, W.l
taourn,"
1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
Leicester Squaxe, W.C.2.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Mr. C. Culver,
20, Lime Tree Walk, Sevenoaks
Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Fourth Friday of each month, 7.30 p.m.,
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
" FleurdeLys," High Street, Sandgate.
Drill Hall, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
Mr. J. Carter,
Deakin Lees, Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
Mr. C. Sayers,
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
Alternately
London and Gravesend annually,
Mr. E. Hills,
63, Princes Road, Gravesend.
1st Saturday in April.
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
23, Morton Gardens, Wallington, Surrey.
Mr. Stanford,
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
6, Bramley Way, West Wickham.
Meeting first
Tuesday each month, Holly
Mr. F. W Sales,
16, Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.
Hedge House, Blackheath.

Additional Member:
Mr. M. R. Audsley, M.S.M., 45, Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions arc:
Life Membership: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/, Other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association

Badges are available a t a cost of 2/ to Life Members.

All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent,

CIVIL

AND SERVICE
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Champagne

MERCIER

GEORGE H.LAVEY

Since 1858 Unrivalled for
Quality al a fair price

REGENT HOUSE



& CO. LTD.

M A I D S T O N E
E S T A B L I S H E D 1882

THE CHAMPAGNE FOR ALL OCCASIONS

NOW APPOINTED TO

THE QUEEN'S OWN
ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
ON

RETIREMENT

OF

MESSRS. H E N R Y T A Y L O R & S O N
TEL.

2960

Your Wine Merchant knows
—consul I liim

MAIDSTONE

Maidstone's Safest Milk ! !

(ptimtose ^

^DaiVies
LTD.

PASTEURISED MILK
TUBERCULIN TESTED (Farm
Bottled) MILK
for Infants and Invalids
EGGS & CREAM

Phone 2610

KENT COUNTY YEAR BOOK
C O N T A I N S:

OFFICIAL INFORMATION
Chatham

Observer Offices,

FARMER 8 BROWN ALES
Agents for—

BARCLAY'S LAGER
ASHFORD VALLEY CYDERS
MEDWAY MINERAL WATERS

Phone Maidstone 3090

Maidstone and

Newsagents and

^

Price List on application. All goods delivered.

INTERESTING ARTICLES
Messenger Offices,

NOTED

Wines fo Spirits of the choicest brand

WHO'S WHO IN KENT
(Over 1000 Names)

From Kent

J

Branches

Booksellers

NOW ON SALE . . 1(V

22, WEEK STREET.
MAIDSTONE

Printed by H. R. Pratt Boorman, at the Offices of the Kent Messenger. Maidstone.—June, 1951.
Hon. Editor: Lt.Col. A. A. Eason, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Advertising Agents: Service Newspapers Ltd., 67/68, Jermyn Stret, St. James's, London, S.W.I. Whitehall 2504.

THE CLEEN'S OWN

GAZETTE

(The Queen's Own)

JULY, 1951

(Earl of Ulster's)

A

"BUMPER"

PROPOSITION

REGIMENTAL CAR BADGE

Established 1770

Civil and Military Tailors and
Oufitters
97, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.l.
Telephone : Grosvenor 50167ti
"For

the

Finest

in

Special

Seivice
Export

and

Civilian

Wear"

Facilities

Our Representatives will wait upon you where and
when you so desire, and at our premises every
courtesy and attention is assured to both old and
new customers.

Branches at :

CAMBERLEY. ALDERSHOT, SALISBURY, CATTERICK
Appointed Tailors to over Fifty Regiments and Corps

TELEPHONE 2838 MAIDSTONE

BENNITTS LTD.
Mbolcsale anb IRetall {Tobacconists

6 and 63a, HIGH STREET
AND

3, MARKET STREET,
MAIDSTONE
A11 Orders promptly executed-

HAYNES
BROTHERS



LIMITED

ESTABLISHED

AL L

1 7 71

EQ U I P M E N T
FOR

HO M E , GA R D E N & FA R M

V

PI ION13

MAIDSTONE

A fresh stock of Regimental Car Badges has been
received. If you have not already ordered one, NOW is the
time to do so.
The badge, in silver metal, is set on the background of
the Regimental Colours and the remainder is in chrome
plated metal.
The cost is 30/6 each, post free. Cheques or Postal
Orders should accompany the order and should be made
payable to The Editor, " The Queen's Own Gazette."
|lllllllillllillllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllil!lllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllliil|
I
EE
1

WE WANT TO MAKE THE GAZETTE A BETTER
MAGAZINE. BUT CAN ONLY DO SO IF YOU ASSIST

||
=

YOU CAN

1

HELP

BY:—

EE

Prompt

=

Constructive criticism.

EE

Obtaining new subscribers.

=

EE

Sending us interesting
for publication. *

EE

Submitting articles and

=

payment

of

EE

subscriptions.

EE
articles and

photos in

EE
Photograph!

EE
EE

suitable time

EE

for publication by 20th of previous month.

E.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
' Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt."
The White Horse of

The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."

Kent with the motto " Invicta."

" Vimiera," " Corunna," " Almarez," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " F'unniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwal," " Sobraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South
Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1P19."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " " Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," " Marne. 1914," " Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
"Messines, 1914, T7," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg." "Loos,"
" Somme, 1916, '18," "Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres." " Guillemont," " FlersCourcelette,"
" Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," " Ancre Heights," " Ancre, 1916, '18" "Arras, 1917 '18," " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917,"
" Oppy," " Pilckem," " Langemarck, 1917," " Menin Road," " Polygon Wood," " Broodseinde," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai.
1917, "18," " St. Quentin," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux," " Lys," " Hazebrouck," " Kemmel," " Amiens," " Bapaume,
1918," " Hindenburg Line," " Epehy," " Canal du Nord," " St. Quentin Canal," " Courtrai," " Selle." " Sambre," " France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," " Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumani," "Egypt.
191516," "Gaza," " E l Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," " T e l l "Asur," "Palestine. 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" S h a r q a t , " " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record Office—Warwick.
Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The Carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment (M.G.)
Allied Regiment of

the New Zealand Forces:

The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
4th Bn. (T.A.)

Battalions:
F.A.R.E.L.F,
Tonbridge.

ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent. C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver. C.B.. O.B.E.
O.C.. Regimental Depot, Major C. H. Keenlyside

" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with a
Unit of the Regiment, should address their MSS. to the SubEditor of the Battalion with which they are serving; otherwise
direct to the Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone. The Editor cannot undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite request
is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed

of any change of address.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
ColonclinChie): H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent. C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver. C.B., O.B.E.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Appointments

Names
Brounlie. C. A. de B., M.C.
Talbot n E. B.. D.S.O., M.C.

Depot. R.W.K. (Holdee).

MAJORS
BoothTucker. J. M. D
Heygate, E. S., M.C
Martyn, A
Andrews. D. H., M.C
Jackson. L. P. W
Elliott, G. G.. D.S.O

IT/Lt.Col.) 214 Group H.Q.. R.P.C.,
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) 4/R.W.K.
(T/Col.) U.S. Command and Staff
College, U.S.A.
Brooke, H. J. S.. O.B.E
(T/Lt.Col.> A. A. G. Western Comd.
Hazelton. B. E.. D.S.O., M.C.
Depot, R.W.K. (Holdee).
Pawcett, G. P
1/R.W.K.
Spurr. E. C
1/R.W.K.
Stoneham, B. J. R.
..
.. Standing President C.M., H.Q.. H.C.D.
Keenlyside. C. H
Depot, R.W.K.
Moss, R. E
2/K.A.R., E. Africa.
Pyler, A. R
(T/Lt.Col.) H.Q. Land Forces
Hong Kong.
Buckle, P. C. M
1/R.W.K.
Flint. A. J. M., M.B.E
1/R.W.K.
Crook, P. E., O.B.E
1/R.W.K.
Read, M. R., M.C
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Butler. R.. M.B.E.. M.C
H.C. Bde.. Depot.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
..
.. Grn. Adjt. Gibraltar.
Grove, M. R. L.. M.C
M.A., Paris.
Jackson. D. W
.. iT/Lt.Col.) 1/Para. Regt.
Thomas, R. C. W„ O.B.E.
.. Commonwealth Div., Korea,
Bailey, J. D. B
Melbourne, Australia.
Archer, M. G. M.. M.C
Middle East—Centre of Arab Studies.
Rickcord, M. B
1/R.W.K.
Turner. P. R. H
1/R.F., B.A.O.R.
Dowse. R. K.
1/Middlesex.
Gwilliam. D. H
R.A.P. Staff College.
Faulkner. D. O
Mons. O.C. Sch.
CAPTAINS
Manners. D. C. J.
Waring, H. B. H. ..
Eason, J. A., T.D.
Brock, J. H.. T.D. ..
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplln, W. C. D.
Weymouth, G. U., M.B.E
Dover, V., M.C.
Clarke. H. W.
White, R. K..
Willis. C. F.
Roper, I. H.. M.C. ..
Monckton, D., M.C., 1 D.
Scull. D. S
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman. E. G.. M.C.
Hunting. K. M.
Burke, P.. A., M.C.
Henning, P.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose. W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmillan, H. A.
Blum. D. E
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.

Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O R.
Tugwell, M. A. J. ..
Clarke. C. S.
Campbell, D P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K
Fletcher. J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R

.. Adjt. S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
.. (T/Maj.) B.M., 133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
.. 1/Nigeria Rgt., W.A.
.. (T/Maj.) Mons. O.C. Sch.
.. (T/Maj.) Staff College.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. (T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
.. H.C. Bde., Depot.
.. 1/R.W.K.
. . 2/3(K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
.. 1/Sierra Leone Regt.. W.A.
.. H.Q. SubArea, Nairobi.
.. 4/R.W.K.
.. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt., T.A.
.. Min. of Supply.
.. Depot R.W.K.
.. Staff College.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
.. Att. C.O.D., Ashford.
.. 1/R.W.K.
Grn. Adjt. Nairobi SubArea.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. Eaton Hall. O.C. Sch.
.. G.S.O. Ill H.C. Dist.
.. 1/Para. Regt.
.. East Africa Trs. Centre, E.A.
LIEUTENANTS
H.Q. Inf. Bde, F.A.R.E.L.F.
.. (T/Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
IT Capt.) A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. Malayan Basic T.C.
2ND LIEUTENANTS

Beale. K. S.
Langhorne, J. P. .
Stock, P. R. ..
Leigh. P. S. ..
Howlett, G. H. W.

Pond, B. A., M.B.E.
Sivers. A. E., M.M.
Blake, A. G. M.B.E.

..
..
..
..
..

1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTERS
(Major) Depot.
.. (Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
. ' .. (Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

MAJORS
Appointments
(T. Lt.Col.) D.P.M., B.A.O.R.
D.A.D.P.R., B.A.O.R.

Names
Thrift, K. G.. O.B.E. ..
Alien. R. H. D., M.C., T.D.

CAPTAINS
Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Rgt.
P. & E.E., Pendine
(T/Maj.) Depot R.W.K. (Holdee).
B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) Army Ops. Research Gp
Grn. Adm. Unit Celle, B.A.O.R.
H.Q.. S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
S/Capt. A. Fd. Records.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).

Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S.
Grimshaw, W.
Russell, H. C.. M.C.. D.C
Holman. L. J.
Marsh, H. W.
De Havilland, V. ..
Miller. D. S.
Douris, I. A.
Bell, T. D
Evans, E. A.
Desmond, M. F. ..
Galilee, R. J., M.C.
Mugford, N. D.
Huckle, G. S.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
BrooksHarrington. L'. W
Mannering, L. A.
Carr, A. S. A.
Deed, E. A
Gibbons, A. ..
Mott, D. H., M.M. ..
Jones, F. J

S/Capt. War Office Q(5.
S Capt. A.G.3 (a) War Office.
S.P. Establishment.
Depot R.W.K. (Holdeei.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
Att. War Office.
1/R.W.K.
Ass. Camp Comdt. B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy, R.M.P.,
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
LIEUTENANTS
B.A.O.R. 4.
H.Q. Bn.. S.H.A.P.E.
S/Oapt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
Depot & Trg. Est. R.M.P.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
(T/Capt.) P.S.S. Lingfield.
4/Malay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) A.P.I.U. (U.K. >.
1/R.W.K.
Wessex G.T.C.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
101 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.. B.A.O.R.
(2/Lt.), 1/R.W.K.

Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, A. P.
McDowell, P. B.
Abplanalp. V. C.
Ellwood, K. S.
Allberry, R. P.
Davis, B. A.
Dinsdale, J. W.
Waters, B. C. H.
Allen. W. D.
Scouller. J. A.
Marshall, E. J.
Trevett, A. F.

QUARTERMASTERS
.. (Major) H.C.G.T.C.
Watts. A. E.. M.B.E. T.D.
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
Cook, E. S

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash,

W.. M.B.E.. T.D.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Jackson. L. F. W.

Waring. A. R. H.. T.D. (2 i/c)
Bird. C. W, L., T.D.
Coombes. A. H., T.D.

CAPTAINS
Large, J. L.
Marchant. P. N.
Wood. D. W. J.
Bobby, J.

Roper, I. H.. M.C. (Adjt.).
Ford. A. H.
Hayes. J.
Maynard, L.

LIEUTENANTS
Pennells, H. D. A.

CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.

Baker, L. B. C.
Duggan, H. R.

MAJORS
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Stocker. J. D.. M.C.. T.D.
Coath, T. C.

2ND LIEUTENANTS
Nash. W. M. K.

QUARTERMASTER
Blake. A. G. (Capt.). M.B.E.
NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
Maclay. J. N. (2/Lieut.).
EvarfS. C. M. (2/Lt.I.

Leys, C. T. (2/Lieut.).
Hawkins, H. C. A. (2/Lt.).

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

Social and Personal

r E6itorial

O

UR printers have been most helpful to us for some
considerable time in keeping down the costs of
printing " The Queen's Own Gazette." but the cost
of wages and paper have increased to such an extent that
they will be forced to increase their charges in future.
This will mean an increase of roughly 25 per cent in
our bill.
At present it is difficult to see just how "The Q.O.G."
will fare in the future. Efforts are being made to increase
the revenue from local advertisements, but this will, of
course, only partially bridge the gap. It may well mean
reverting to a quarterly issue or, failing that, an increase in
the subscription rates. The decision will, of course, have
to be made by the Regimental Council at \their next
meeting.
In the meantime, every member can help by intro
ducing other subscribers and so increase sales.
*

*
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*

COLONEL OF THE REGIMENTS CALLING BOOK
A Visitor's Book has been placed in the Regimental
Headquarters OtBce at the Depot. The Colonel of the
Regiment hopes all officers will make a point of signing
their names in his book when they are in Maidstone.
*
*
*
RED MESS KIT
Any officer who has Red Mess Kit. which he is pre
pared to dispose of, is requested to get in touch with the
Adjutant, 4th T.A.) Bn., The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, T.A. Centre, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge.
*
*
*
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ST. GEORGE'S MEMORIAL CHURCH.
YPRES

T

HE Chaplain, the Rev. J. S. Fowler, informs us that
the position of the Endowment Fund at the 1st
June, 1951, is as follows: —
Belgian Francs.
Invested in London . .
76.300
Settlement Investment in Belgium . . . . 33,800
St. George's Ladies' Guild
5,000

115,100
(Approximately £820.)
The target for 1951 of 250,000 Belgian francs should
be reached, which he considers to be most satisfactory and
speaks well for both sides of the Channel.
[Branches and individual members may tike to
send a donation to this worthy object. Any amount,
however small, will he much appreciated.—Editor.

L

T.COL. R. C. W. THOMAS, writing from aboard
S.S. "Empire Orwell," says: "We sailed on 23rd
May from Southampton on the above ship and I was
pleased to find on board Tom Upton, going to Malaya to
join the Bn., and R.S.M. Clapson, R.W.K., who is ship's
R.S.M. and used to be with the 1st and 2nd Bns. before
the war.
" At Hong Kong 1 spent a day with Roddy and Mrs.
Fyler, who have a very nice house out at Fort Stanley.
Mrs. Fyler had only arrived two weeks before, having flown
from Nairobi. Dicky Dowse is now back in Hong Kong
from Korea and had stayed with them flie previous week
end. Jimmy Nolda (Mx.), who used to command C Coy.,
1 R.W.K., at Shorncliffe, is also in Hong Kong as Adjutant
of 1st Mx. Had a comfortable voyage and we are due at
Pusan tomorrow (23rd June)."
Lt.Col. Thomas' address is G.S.O.2, G.H.Q., 1 Com
monwealth Dist., United Nations Forces, B.A.P.O., 3.

Lt.Col. D. W. Jackson, writing from Cyprus, informs
us that by a combination of fortunate circumstances he
has been given command of the 1st Bn., The Parachute
Regiment. He has with him Capt. Franklin, also of " The
Queen's Own," but had to leave Mike Foreman behind as
he did not have sufficient National Service left to complete.
"The flap started at Shorncliffe, where I wandered
over Hythe Golf Course, which looked very sad in com
parison with the memories of 1938, when I arrived from
Sandhurst to join the 1st Bn. We left in a great hurry and
although regally entertained by Robert and Mrs. Butler,
only spoke to George Duffield on the 'phone and was
unable to make any other contacts, though there were
many to be made in this old hunting ground of both Bns."

Maj. John Bailey tells us that his new address is c/o
The Bank of New South Wales, Melbourne, Australia. He
hopes to let us have an article for " The Q.O.G." in due
course.
*

*

*

Mr. W Knight, writing from 6, Brightland Road, Old
Town, Eastbourne, for particulars about the Annual
Reunion, says: " I wrote some months back and had three
letters from old members of the 1st Bn. A Capt. Brown,
whose address 1 could not decipher, somewhere in Dartford,
Kent, and C/Sgts. McGee and Mackintosh, who were in
the Orderly Room, and later Q.M. Stores—don't know
what rank the latter was on leaving the Service. I see the
Chairman is Col. W. V. Faimer, whom I remember as Lt.
on the Band Committee at one time during my service.
By the way, I happened to be employed at his old
preparatory school, St. Andrews, Eastbourne.
1 was
employed there as a gym, Swedish, swimming and shoot
ing instructor for nearly 32 years, after taking my disr
charge in Dublin in 1912 on completing 21 years—'20 of
them in the 1st Bn., India, Burma, Aden and Malta twice."
*
*
*
; '
We have been informed by Capt. M. A. J. Tugwell
lhat he is now filling an appointment in the Office of the
Chief of Staff, G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
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Mr. H. J. Smith, residing at "Homestead," Baliffs
Cross, St. Andrews, Guernsey, extends an invitation to
members of " The Queen's Own" visiting Guernsey to
call and see him.
*

*

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Mary Hay Cottage,
Vanguard,
Sutton Valence,
Maidstone.
8th June, 1951.

*

From Capt. S. J. (Jimmy) Law, address, P.O. Box 16,'
Observatory, Cape Town: —
The Q.O.G.' is a very good link for such as I, so
far away, but you must make it known to any who pass
through or just call at this ' Tavern of the Seas,' or as some
call it, ' The Gateway to South Africa,' that 1 will be more
than pleased to meet them. Also, as T travel the Union
quite a bit, I can generally make time to meet people.
Anyone who wishes has only to look up a telephone
directory in Johannesburg, Durban, or here at head office
in Cape Town and they will find Edward Sharps, Toffee
Specialists, and thereby get in touch with me.
" I do not know when I shall get home again. I did
hope this year, but we are much too busy and growing so
fast that I just cannot spare the time. Also I want to
avoid the winter in England.
" Business has grown tremendously and we ' Sharps'
really mean quite a lot in this country nowadays. Very
little leisure has been had in building up such an organiza
tion, but one now commences to see the results of the early
hard work and so feel that one has done and is doing a
good job of work."
Capt. Law concludes with remembrances to Col.
Palmer and others of the 2nd and 4th Bns. in which he
served.
*

*

*

*

Maj. Eason is looking forward to the tour of duty
(expected to last four months) as by all accounts Jos is the
most pleasant part of Nigeria, both from the scenery and
weather points of view.
*

*

Colonel D. E. B. Talbot, D.S.O., M.C., informs us that
his permanent address is now The Corner House, 1, Dry
Hill Park Road, Tonbridge, Kent.

4
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

8th September. — London Branch Festival of
Britain Reunion, Bridge House Hotel, London
Bridge
20th October—Social
Maidstone

Because I have heard so many arguments about the
recruits of today being smarter than we were—190912—I
was keen to see for myself. Well, here is my opinion.
The recruits of today are not smarter, but great credit is
due to them and the instructors for their drill and turnout:
what we did in six months, they cram into six weeks. No
3 Platoon, 1st Training Coy., H.C.G.T.C., won the cup for
Best Platoon; the Shooting Prize went to No. 3—the
recruit who was first had five war medals up. I was told
that he had seven years' previous service with the Marines
(don't tell it to them); runnerup was 22480803, Pte. W.
Tolley, R.W. Kent, 60 points out of 65 and received a
medal with cross guns on one side. Well done, lad: Bn.
Shot is in sight for you !
Tea was provided with about 30 visitors present, which
to us " civvies " was a big blowout. This ended a very
pleasant afternoon.
Yours sincerely,
A. G. Kingsmill.

+

Maj. J. A. Eason informs us that he is on the move
again—this time to take over command of the Army
Leave Camp at Jos, Northern Nigeria.

*

On Wednesday, 30th May, was Passingout Day for
the lads at Shorncliffe; as my son had joined the old Regi
ment, my wife and I had an invitation to attend.

*

Our visitors during the month were Lt.Col. H. E.
Scott, who has been laid up as a result of a form of
poisoning, but we are now happy to say he is recovering,
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie, Col. D. E. B. Talbot and Capt.
A. G. Blake.
*

Dear Sir,

Gathering:

of

branches,

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

S

INCE our last contribution to " The Q.O.G." we have
received several more interesting exhibits for the Regi
mental Historical Museum, all of which are very much
appreciated. We hope to publish a list of these at a later
date.
We are very anxious to obtain a History of the 97th
Regiment of Foot showing pictures of uniforms, badges,
buttons, etc. Efforts are still being made to trace the
Victoria Crosses of Maj. C. H. Lumley and Sgt. J. Colman,
both of the 97th Foot, who were decorated for gallantary in
the Crimea War. 1855. Any one who has any knowledge
of these V.C.s is invited to inform the Curator, Regimental
Historical Museum, the Barracks, Maidstone.
*

*

*

We are indebted to Maj. J. H. Brock for presenting a
copy of "The Fourth Division, 1939 to 1945," autographed
by the following: —
Hugh Williamson, Author;
Gen. Dudley Johnson, Comd, 4 Div., '38'40;
Gen. Dudley Ward, Comd., 4 Div., '44'45;
Gen. Swayne, Comd., 4 Div., '40'42;
Lt.Col. Nichols, Comd., 22nd Fd. Regt.;
Lt.Col. Brocklehurst, Comd., 30 Fd. Regt.;
Lt.Col. (now Brig.) Pike, Comd., 77 Fd. Regt., which
was the Regiment which normally supported 12
Bde. and 1/R.W.K.
Pat Merryfield, Gen. Dudley Ward's A.D.C.
.
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THE REGIMENTAL DINNER

T

HE REGIMENTAL DINNER was held at the Junior
United Service Club, on Friday, the 15th June. The
Colonel of the Regiment, MajorGeneral W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., presided.
A total of 95 officers
attended.

LIST O F OFFICERS PRESENT
MAJORGENERAL W. P OLIVER, C.B.. O.B.E.
COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT
Austin, Maj. P. H.

Blake. Capt. A. G.. M.B.E.
Bon hamCarter. General Sir
Charles, G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.
Bourne, Maj. Sir Frederick,
K.C.S.I., C.X.E.
Braithwaite, Lt.Col. H. P., D.S.O.
Bredon, Maj. A. S.
Brooke, Lt.Col. H. J. S. O.B.E.
Brown. Brig. H. S.. M.c., T.D.
Brounlie, Lieut.Col. C. A. de B..
M.C.
Buckland, I. S.. Esq.
Brock. Maj. J. H.
Blum, Capt. D. E.
Cale, Capt. R. H„ M.C.
Chandler, Capt. B. C.
Chaplin, Lt.Col. H. D,
Christofas, Lt.Col.. K. C., M.B E.
Clarke, Capt. R. L.. M.C.
Clay, Col. B. L„ O.B.E.
Cocksedge, Capt. R. E. C.
Coombe, Maj. H. D.
Craven, Lt.Col. C. E. P.. O.B.E.
Curry, 2/Lt. A. J.
Clarke, Capt. C. S.
Dearing, Lt.Col. F. J.
Defrates, Lt.Col. G. K., D.S.O.
M.C.
Duffield, Maj. G. W.
Durtnell, Lt.Col. C. S.. O.B.E.
Eason, Lt.Col. A. A.
Edwards, Lt.Col. H. N., M.B.E.
Elgood, Maj. P. N.
Elliott. Maj. E. G.
Faulkner, Maj. D. O.
Ford, Capt. A. H.
Gladders, 2/Lt. P. J.
3rimshaw, Maj. W.
jwilliam, Maj. D. H.
3rove, Maj. M. R. L„ M.C.
Hancock, Col. F. H., T.D.
Hazelton, Maj. B. E., D.S.O., M.C.
Hibbert, Brig. O. Y.. D.S.O., M.C.
Hitchins, Col. C. F., D.S.O.
ngham. Brig. G.
Jackson, Lt.Col. L. F. W.
rames, Capt. R. A.
rohnson. Capt. H. P.
Ceenlyside, Maj. C. H.
Cenyon, Maj. T„ T.D.

Knight, Maj. G. B.. T.D.
Knox. Lt.Col. A. D. C.
Lees, Lt.Col. R. M.
Leigh, Maj. J. T.
LewisBarned. Maj. De S. H . M.C
Lovell, Lt.Col. I. R.
Love. Maj. R.
Macmillan, Cant. I. A.
MacNeeceFoster, Air Vice Marshal
W. F., C.B., C.B.E.. D.S.O., D.F.C.
Mason, Maj. C. F.
Maynard, Capt. L.
Mines. Major R. C. E„ M.B.E.
MoultonBarrett. Lt.Col. E. F.,
O.B.E., M.C.
Macmillan, Capt. H. A.
Nash, Col. W., M.B.E.. T.D.
Norton, Cant. G. W. T.
Palmer. Col. W. V.
Pardington. Lt.Col. G. E. L„
M.B.E., T.D.
Pond, Maj. B. A., M.B.E.
Pulverman, Col. R. O.. O.B.E.
Reeves, Maj. E. G.
Riddell, Brig. R. A., C.B.E., A.D.C.
Rietchel, Maj. J. C., T.D.
Roper, Capt. I. H., M.C.
Shaw, Maj. P. E. M.
Scull, Capt. D. S.
Senior, Capt. G.
Sharpin, Lt.Col. E. A.
Short. Maj. J. D. K.
Stocker, Maj. J. D.. M.C., T.D.
Snelgrove, Maj. J. S. N.
Stoneham. Maj. B. J. R.
Scouller, Lt. J. A.
Talbot. Col. D. E. B„ D.S.O., M.C.
Tong, Lt.Col. R. P., O.B.E.
Waring, Maj. A. R. H., T.D.
Waring, Maj. PI. B. H.
Warner. Lt.Col. J. K„ M.C.
Watson. Maj. Sir D. W. Inglefield,
Bt.. T.D.
Weedon, Capt. F. T.
Weymouth. Capt. G. U., M.B.E.
Wheater, Maj. J. D.
Williams, Lt.Col. L. M. C.
Wood, 2/Lt. W. R.
Woodman, Cant. E. G., M.C.
Wood. Capt. D. W. J.
Weymouth, Maj. G. U.. M.B.E.

A young barrister, taking his first case, had been
retained by a farmer to prosecute a railway company for
killing twentyfour pigs.
He wanted to impress the jury with the magnitude of
the injury. "Twentyfour pigs, gentlemen. "Iwentyfour:
twice the number there in the jury box."
Builder: "This is the Tudor style, sir."
Prospective Buyer: " I don't care for the Tudor style."
Builder: "Soon alter that, sir. Bill, just bring a pail
of water and wash out these oak beams."
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AT HOME"

T

HE " AT HOME" was held at Savoy Hotel on
Friday, the 15th June. Those who attended were: —

Maj.Gen. and Mrs. Oliver
Maj. De S. H., Mrs. and Miss
LewlsBarned
Lt.Col. and Mrs. MoultonBarrett
Maj., Mrs. and Miss Bredon
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Brooke
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Brounlie
Maj. Sir Frederick Bourne
Gen. Sir Charles Bonham Carter
Capt. and Mrs. Chandler
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Christofas
Maj. and Mrs. R. L. Clarke.
Capt. and Mrs. C. S. Clarke
Col. and Mrs. Clay.
Lt.Col. and Mrs, Eason
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Edwards
Air Vice Marshal and Mrs.
MacNeeceFoster
Maj. and Mrs. Gwilliam
Capt. and Mrs. Haynes
Maj. and Mrs. Hazleton
Brig, and Mrs. Hibbert
Col. and Mrs. Hitchins
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Jackson
Capt. and Mrs. James

Maj. and Mrs. Keenlyslde
Mrs. Guy Keenlyside
Mrs. KnoxShaw
Brig, and Mrs. Latham
Miss Angela Howlett
Maj.. Mrs. and the Misses Leigh
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Lovell
Mrs. A. Martyn
Capt. and Mrs. Maynard
Capt. and Mrs. Norman
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Pardington
Maj. and Mrs. PelhamReid
Mr. and Miss Keane '
Col. Pulverman
Capt. and Mrs. Roper
Mrs. Wilfred Rowe
Brig., Mrs. and Miss Riddell
Lt.Col., Mrs. and Miss Sharpin
Maj. and Miss Snelgrove
Maj. and Mrs. Stoneham
Col. and Mrs. Talbot
Mr. and Mrs. Tinsley
Maj. and Mrs. Warner
Mrs. Edward Young.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS
BRAITHWAITE.—On May 16th, at Homeside Nursing
Home, Purley, to Peggy {nee Brunton), wife of Lt.Col.
H. P. Braithwaite, D.S.O., a second son—David John.
BLAKE.—At the County Hospital, Haverfordwest, on 4th
June, 1951, to Hazel Esmonda {nee Jenkins), wife of
Capt. A. G. Blake, M.B.E., a son—Peter.
FAULKNER.—On June 19th, 1951, at Gaily Hill Nursing
Home, Crookham, Fleet, Hants., to Audrey Monica
(nee Grant), wife of Maj. D. O. Faulkner, a son.
DEATHS
COUCH.—On May 30th, 1951, at " Rosa Deane," Foresters
Road, Burbage, Hinkley, Leic., Mary Ann, widow of
the late Maj. J. Couch, The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment, in her 86th year.
SMITH.—Rudolph, of 60, Queen's Road, Maidstone, at
Bexhill, June 6th, aged 88 years.
LEE.—The death has occurred in London of Mr. G. Lee,
late R.W.K.
Funeral took place at Christchurch,
Albany St., N.W.I, on Saturday, 7th July, 1951.
SPENCER.—Mr. Ernest Thomas Spencer (Sam) died at his
home, 36, Dudley Road, Tunbridge Wells, on 2nd July,
1951. (Late R.S.M.)
SUMNER.—On May 21st, 1951, at Camborne, Cornwall,
Sarah Sumner, aged 92 years.
THOMAS.—At Hunton on Sunday, 8th July, 1951.
A. C. L. Thomas, F.R.C.S.

Capt.

To the relatives of the above, we extend our most
sincere sympathy.
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HULLO !

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS

FROM

LONDON

GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION
Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.—
Capt. I. C. Burbridge (311924), from R.W.K., to
be Capt., 1st June, 1951, retaining present seniority.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
22344753, David Charles Douglas Reoch (415309) to
be 2nd Lt., 24th February, 1951.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
The Personal Number of Lt. (W/S. Capt.) Brian
Grainger, M.C., 253691, is as now described and
not as notified in Gazette Supp., dated 24th
November, 1950.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Lt. F. J. Bobby (186169), to be Capt., 10th April, 1951.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Capt. (A/Maj.) J. K. Warner, M.C.,T.D. (69817), from
active list, to be Maj., 23rd October, 1950, and is
granted hon. rank of Lt.Col. (Substituted for
notfn. in Gazette Supp., dated 20th March, 1951.)
^

TERRITORIAL DECORATION
The KING has been graciously pleased to confer the
award of the Territorial Efficiency Decoration
and first clasp on Capt. P. F. Haynes (53284).
TERRITORIAL ARMY EFFICIENCY MEDAL
Lt. L S. Buckiand (124798) awarded T.A. Efficiency
Medal.

4

OBITUARY
MRS. M. A. COUCH
It is with deep regret that we report the death of Mrs.
M. A. Couch, widow of the late Maj. J. Couch.
It is interesting to record that four of their children
were born in the Regiment, one of whom saw service with
the 10th (S.) Bn. during the 19141918 war as a com
missioned officer; another was killed while serving with the
.Royal Fusiliers.
Mrs. Couch was exceedingly popular and took a keen
interest in Regimental affairs. She was present with her
husband at the presentation of Colours to the 2nd Bn. at
Aldershot in May, 1931.
*

*

MRS. SARAH SUMNER
I have to inform you of the passing of Mrs. Sarah
Sumner, widow of Capt. Tom Sumner.
It appears she vias a member of your Association and
it was her wish you should be informed.
She passed on in May (21st) at the ripe old age of .92
years. One of your oldest members of the Royal West
Kent Regiment, 1 should imagine.
Sorry that I was unable to inform you before, as I
only got the news the other day. Latterly she was living
at Camborne, Cornwall, and so I had been out of touch
with her for some time.
A. Tullis.

Petula Clark busy at her desk answering her Postbag,
which is a feature of the Home and Forces' Edition
of the " Weekly Overseas Mail." Members of the
Forces are invited to write to her, c/o that paper, on
any question they may have about their favourite
stars of screen, stage and radio.

4

Burma Star Association
(Registered under the War Charities Act, 1940)

T

HE Chairman of the Association, Col. F. L. Roberts,
O.B.E., desires us to draw attention to the formation
of this new Association. He is anxious to contact
anyone who served in Burma and would be grateful for
assistance in promulgating this information.
The address of the Association is—
26, Eccleston Square,
London, S.W.I.

Anyone who is a holder of, or who is entitled to wear,
the Burma Star may become a member. Enquiries should
be addressed to the Honorary Secretary at the above address.
The Patron of the Association is ViceAdmiral The
Earl Mountbatten of Burma. Trustees are FieldMarshal
Sir William Slim, Admiral Sir Arthur Power and Air Chief
Marshal Sir Alec Coryton.
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REFLECTIONS
 (Continued from May; 1951)

D

YMCHURCH. Wittersham, Whitfield, Eythdrae,
Heme Bay, Wootton, Kingsdowh, Pompey, Deal,
Maidstone and Coulsdon. What a wealth of experi
ence we gained during our journeyings around Kent until
our final excursion into Surrey—Coulsdon—our last station
in England as our own entity.
It is so easy to sit down for an evening over a pint or
two up at the Drill Hall, or perhaps in the " Kent House
Tavern," or maybe the " Green Man " and with the aid of
many mouths and memories to recall tales of those days
enough to fill a book. But when it comes to setting them
down in cold print it is a very different matter. Did we go
to Whitfield before Heme Bay? Did Wootton come in
between Whitfield and Kingsdown ? Who was it who went
to Pompey ? And who stayed behind ?
Let us then take it that chronological sequence is a
minor factor and proceed with the washing.
Wootton Park. A few miles from Canterbury. Con
sisting of parkland, a few houses and an elite pub, to get
into which was. a masterpiece of ingenuity, unless one had
the necessary elbows, and the necessary strategic disposi
tion, to. catch the. bartender's eye.
It was our first taste of canvas, since we ceased to
be " Saturday night soldiers," and fortunately, the weather
was pretty fair. We had floorboards, too, and a large
house "at the bottom of the garden," which was stacked
with bits and pieces of H.Q. Company and B.O.R. A
Nissen hut, divided into two by a table, sufficed for two
Company Offices and a marquee provided the Company
dining hall. The Sgts'. Mess (and very expensive, too !) was
a Battalion one and our Sergeants dined under the watchful
eye of R.S.M. " Tim" Creed. Needless to say, the lads
were in constant danger of being wiped up by the Regi
mental Police, as they (the R.P.s) were in training as well
as we. Chief Copper at that time, and until he was killed
in action in the Western Desert, was Sgt Wood, and he or
one of his minions could be seen almost any evening putting
the jankerwallahs through their paces.
Those of us new to " real" soldiering learnt many
things at Wootton about Regular Army life, particularly
in the way of " bull" and bugle calls. Alf Webb gave us
demonstrations of the various calls, including the General
Alarm, for which special permission had to be obtained, and
sundry chittehs sent round the Camp warning all and
sundry that we were only "playing." "Jankers" and
" Cookhouse " we knew well, the former only too well.
The discipline blitz continued. Kit inspections, Camp
inspections, drill parades, the whole works were thrown at
us. We only just missed pipeclayed chevrons and blancoed
braces. Much, we hope,, to our ultimate good, but at the
time we were not too pleased about it. This under canvas
lark was a bit too public for B Coy., Exposing one's kit
and bed to the open sky seemed a little indecent somehow
to us, to say nothing of being inconvenient, and downright
awkward ,at times particularly, it might be added, to those
of more exalted rank.
The Platoons suddenly discovered a need for a
" Platoon Storeman," the Company Storeman being at the
time " Lightning" Brooks. 12 Platoon, in particular,
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insisted that Horace could not possibly be better employed
than in looking after the weapons, shovels, picks, etc., in
the " Platoon Storetent."
Reverting to Battalion matters, however, we had a
momentous change in the command of the Battalion at
. Wootton Park. Our C.O. up till then had been Lt.Col.
  H. S. Brown, M.C., who still honours us with his company
at our Annual Reunions. He was called away to a higher
appointment—became a Brigadier—and was replaced by
LtCol. Kerr (Sammy). Even this number of years after
the event, it seems improper to tell any of the many stories
about " Sammy," so perhaps we had better leave it at that.
Anyway, what C.O. hasn't got a whole string of stories
following him up ?
Schemes then became the order of the day in between
R.S.M.'s Drill Parades (ColourSergeants not excepted !),
and another rather important appointment was made to the
Company strength, namely, Newton became official
" stoker and boilerupper."
At various times during our stay there were notices
put on the notice board outside the Company Office appeal
ing anxiously for volunteers for this, that and the other.
The Company, pretty well brownedoff by this time, volun
teered almost en bloc for everything—parachute troops,
gas guinea pigs, commandos—the lot! Fortunately (or
unfortunately as the case may be) not one was accepted.
The story went round that the C.O. was much too proud of
us to want us to get ourselves posted somewhere else. How
ever, some volunteering did take place in another direction.
The Battle Patrol was formed, and each Company was
told to detail a number of volunteers to take their places
in this new effort. Amongst other of B Company, we lost
to the Battle Patrol, Lt. Ron Spiller, Paddy King, Lt.
Grimsey and Joe Murray (10 PI. Sgt.), besides such other
notables as Kott. Remember Kott ?
The Battle Patrol was intended to be a Platoon of
tough Commandolike creatures, who played all sorts of
tricks on the rest of the Battalion and acted as a sort of
permanent enemy on our schemes (and elsewhere !). Not
for them the Drill Parade and the kit inspection. For them
the climbing of drainpipes, the blacking of faces, the out
landish equipment, the yelling of " On, on, on; hurry, hurry,
hurry; you've got to get on;" interminably and in chorus.
Theirs to learn the new battle formation, to keep on and
on, and to illustrate to us lesser mortals the meaning of
tenacity and perseverance. Not for them the " five rounds
rapid"—for them the thrust in the dark and the bomb
down the chimney.
But we are wandering from B Company. Let us get
back, but before we go, just one word—about the accom
modation stores we took and handed over at Wootton.
One item interested the Colour Bloke intensely, and that
was " Pots, chamber, plain," and " Pots, chamber, crested."
We wonder if they are still there ? As far as handing over
is concerned, however, we dropped rather a goolie there,
being a " Tables, trestle," or two down and a few " Pots,
cooking," compti. However, we came away some " Chair,
G.S.", to the good, and sundry " Kettles, camp," seemed
to have added themselves to our stores at our new station. .
It was said at the beginning of this article that it was
a different matter putting things into cold print, but it
seems we are running on and on after all, and here, for the
sake of the paper situation, we must cut short and con
tinue in nnr next.
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: News

from

i st BATTALION

S

INCE our
last
editorial, the Bn. has
continued to carry
out its role with a great
deal of hard work and
some success.
The B
Coy. kill, reported briefly
last month, was important
in that it not o n l y
decreased the bandits in
number and weapons,
but also cost them their
pay roll, which w a s
" found," and a Com
munist State Executive
Member.
C Coy. also opened
their score on 4th June,
when they killed their
first bandit near Tanjong
Malim.

Both these Coys, have been replaced by Sp. and A
Coys, at Kcrling and Trolak respectively.
The Tp. of 13/18 Hussars has now been withdrawn
for duty elsewhere. On H.M. Queen Mary's birthday the
Bn. formed up in support of the 13/18 R. Hussars, who
paraded in honour of their ColonelinChief. A Royal
Salute was given, followed by a marchpast.
The King's birthday was celebrated as a holiday
throughout the Federation. The full Band and Drums beat
retreat at K.K.B. in the evening on the padang; a cere
mony which was also attended by several hundreds of the
local inhabitants.
This month we have received more details of company
and sports news, which give a more complete picture of
the Bn.'s activities.
It would be fitting to finish these notes this month with
the most important item of 1st Bn. news. All ranks of Ihe
Bn. offer their heartiest congratulations to their Command
ing Officer, Lt.Col. A. Martyn, on being awarded an O.B.E.
in the King's Birthday Honours List. We would add that
those who have served under him know how much he
deserved this award and hope that it gives him as much
satisfaction as it has done to the members of his Bn.

Battalions :
" A " COMPANY
We have had a very quiet month since our last notes
went to press. Patrols and ambushes have continued but
we have seen nothing and are rapidly coming to the con
clusion that the bandits have left the area !
To make up for this lack of activity in the jungle the
Bn. has started a large scale sports programme, so we have
been practising hard at basket ball, volley ball, as well as
soccer, cricket and hockey.
The Coy. leaves K.K.B. shortly to take over Trolak
from C Coy., and hopes are high that the new area will
pay dividends.
Finally, we would like to welcome three new members
to the Coy.—2/Lt. F. Pole, Sgt. Doe and Cpl. Basher, who
arrived in the middle of May and have already made names
for themselves. However, our 2nd i/c., Capt. Wilson,
summed it up as follows: —
FITZROY POLE
[AUTHOR'S NOTE: Any resemblance to any
individuals or events is purely coincidental.]
Second Lieutenant Fitzroy Pole
Was ordered on a long patrol.
By " long," I mean at least eight days
In seldomtrodden jungle ways.
Now Fitzroy thought this jolly fine
And shot a most terrific line
About the way that he would go,
And what he'd do at " SoandSo,"
And how he'd visit " Kampong This,"
But " Sungei That" he'd give a miss,
And going round by Bukit Hill
He'd quickly make a bandit kill,
And when the full eight days had passed
would come back to the spot where last
He'd seen his transport.
Ere he went.
His Company Commander sent
For him and said: " Now look here, Pole,
Don't go and get into a hole,
But let me know just where you are
And where you're going to, if far,
And send a Sitrep twice a day
To let me know if you're O.K.
You've got your rations and your rum,
And after five days I will come
And bring you more to see you through
The last four days. Remember too
To let me know exactly when
You're hoping to return again
To base if you are on patrol.
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And that's the lot. Well, so long, Pole."
So off went Fitzroy and his men,
And on the second morning when
His Sitrep was decoded—There,
The only thing that showed them where
He'd gone to, was a reference
Which made a great deal less than sense,
Locating—Oh, ye horrid fates—
His base in the Malacca Straits.
His Company Commander then
Took out his gold and diamond pen
And wrote a signal out which said,
" You ass, you fool, you dunderhead,
Encode your references right
Before you send them off—you blight."
Now Fitzroy Pole took this to heart
And really tried to make a start
At sending Sitreps brief and clear
That would delight his Major's ear.
Success attended all his tries
And when (you all know how time flies)
His Company Commander came
To bring supplies to him (the same
That I have spoken of before)
The Major was not quite as sore
As he'd expected.
Mr. Pole,
Replenished, thought that his patrol
Was not complete without a sight
Of Buckit Hill—that monstrous height.
He took his carbine from the shelf
Resolved to do the deed himself,
And led a noble section out
(With Cpl. Basher leading scout.)
And up the hill they boldly went
Until they found some tracks which sent
Young Fitzroy into transports wild;
It seemed that Fortune now had smiled.
The tracks were fresh, and better still.
They led directly up the hill.
Now Pole had said before he went,
" Now, Sergeant, see the Sitrep's sent.
Just twice twelve hours I'll be away.
You write the Sitreps for today."
So Sergeant Doe wrote out and sent
A Sitrep saying, " Sunray went
And took a sec. patrolling for
Hours approximate, twentyfour."
But Mr. Fitzroy Pole was keen
Upon the scent (but nought was seen
But Iguanas and a snake),
And did not halt at all to make
An estimate how far away
He'd gone (and must return that day).
And so when Mr. Pole's Platoon
Was due back in the afternoon,
A signal came from Sergeant Doe,
Which set a new and alltime low
On Mr. Pole's activities.
It said in phrases brief, " It is
Regrettable, no doubt, to you,
But Sunray's hours overdue.
Just twentytwo to be precise.
I'm coming back—it would be nice

If transport met us at point ' B '
At twelve o'colck."
But Mr. P.
Was struggling through the jungle still
And over rocks down Bukit Hill
Endeavouring to reach point " B "
About as soon as Sergeant D.
He failed; but later transport came
To pick him up; and now his fame
Has given him a greater name:
" Second Lieutenant Fitzroy Pole,
Commander of the Lost Patrol."

" B " COMPANY
Early this month, our weeks of searching for the elusive
bandit were rewarded. The Coy. opened its score when
three bandits walked into an ambush laid by 5 and 6
Platoons and part of Coy. H.Q. There was great rejoicing
in the Coy. at thus getting our first bandits.
Then on the 1st June we left Kerling, where we have
been on detachment for two months, and returned to Kuala
Kubu Bahru. Sp. Coy. took over from us at Kerling, and
we replaced them as Reserve Coy. at K.K.B. This does not
mean that we do not go into the jungle, but that we may
go into the jungle in any area !
Now that we are in K.K.B., where there is the chance
of plenty of sport, we are turning our attention to pro
ducing Coy. and PI. teams for all the various games, in
preparation for Bn. competitions.
We are sorry to see the Coy. Commander, Maj. M. B.
Rickcord, in hospital in Singapore with ear trouble, and
we all hope to see him well and back with us as soon as
possible.
We welcome the new draft, who have just arrived in
the Coy., and we are very glad of these extra numbers.
Finally, we are sorry to lose 2/Lt. P. R. Stock, who
has been with the Coy. from the start, but we are sure he
will do very well in his new job as Intelligence Officer.

" C " COMPANY
After twoandahalf months at a detachment camp at
Trolak, pronounced "Trola " to rhyme with Lola, we have
returned reluctantly to taste the delights of K.K.B. A
variety of pictures spring to mind when reviewing our stay
on detachment. Perhaps the highlight was the killing of
the Coy.'s first bandit, one Ah Fook by name, by 7 PI.,
closely followed by the performance of " Our Fooks," of
8 PI., in the Coy. concert. We are glad to be able to report,
however, that the latter is still alive and, as always, is
still tootling no mean mouthorgan.
After considerable searching, continuous patrolling,
much laying of ambushes and some dark night marches
through the jungle to reputed bandit camps, it was finally
7 PI., commanded by 2/Lt. Howlett, PI. Sgt., Sgt. Sawyers,
M.M., who opened up the Coy. scorecard. Pte. Lindley,
a group commander of the Patrol, claimed to be the first
one to see four bandits. A surprise midday patrol had
nipped off their transport in the lower half of the Coy.
area, and were only a few hundred yards from the main
road in one of the local rubber estates. Although the
bandits were some hundreds of yards away they were
quickly engaged and chased by the two rear groups of the
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patrol, and although the bandits stopped and fired back,
they lost Ah Fook killed, whilst one other was seen to be
definitely wounded. Although a series of followups were
quickly organized, involving both 8 and 9 Pis., and a strike
by the Coy. " Big Guns," under Cpl. Atkins attached from
the Mortar PL, nothing further was found, except for about
50 lbs. of rice in a cleverly concealed food dump. So far
the Coy.'s contribution to the AntiBandit War has been
one killed, three wounded, four packs and one bandit cap
recovered, five food dumps located, six camps found and
destroyed, one Jap rifle, one grenade and 60 rounds of
ammunition recovered.
We have now transformed our attentions to A Coy.
area, where we hope to be kept busy. If A Coy. don't get
all the ones we left behind in the Tanjon Malim district,
we hope to be back later to finish them off. As it is
rumoured that A Coy. Comd. has never read " The jungle
is neutral," it may be that there will be none left after
their first few patrols.
On our departure from Trolak, we left behind several
amenities for which we strove long and hard and hope that
A Coy. will be thus encouraged to carry on the paper war
and obtain the successes which just eluded us. By a grim
wearing down process, we obtained our own generator, hot
shower unit and a new sanitary set up, or rather " sit
down." In support for these operations we had the Q.M.
and the Estate Manager, who did wonders. We leave to
A Coy. the task of consolidating the position of the tele
phone extension and the new cookhouse and wonder it
they will fix things before their overseas tour comes to
an end.
We have been holding our own in the sports world,
though having been in Perak State with the rest of the Bn.
in Selangor, most of our games have been against mixed
teams of civilians and police, or amongst ourselves, and
we have yet to come up against the might of the other Coys.
We have had two very enjoyable games of soccer with
our immediate northern neighbours " X" Tp., Royal
Marine Commandos and each side won once. We have
been beaten only once by the Tanjon Malim Police team,
who notched the only goal on a very wet day. On the 13th
we play our first game in the K.O. Football Competition
against A Coy. and hope to be able to see them Off.
We have been lucky as our two last reinforcements
drafts have included several keen footballers in Ptes. Nash,
White, Stenning, Jones and Robertson, and together with
our old original Bn. players—L/Cpl. White, L/Cpl. Keeler
and Pte. Hazell, we hope to field a formidable combination.
The cricket competition also comes off within the next
month and again with a strong nucleus of the present Bn.
team, including Maj. Crook, the Coy. Comd. and 2/Lt.
Howlett the Bn. wicketkeeper, together with one or two
unknown quantities, we hope to be able to give a good
account of ourselves. Having been out in the leechridden
wilds of Perak, we have been unable to put in any practice
but hope now to be able to really get down to it and have
our first game against a Police team at Tanjom Malim on
the 16th June.
A number of other sporting events are to be decided
in the near future and we have entered teams and hope to
shortly play off our hockey, volleyball, basketball, soft
ball and badminton commitments.
We would have liked the latter tournament to have
been held at Trolak, where the volleyball court also had

to do duty as a badminton court, giving local players a
great advantage. In fact, our third string player recently
took the boots off one of the local K.K.B. champs. No
names, no packdrill, but not long after this the Padre was
seen proceeding to the Q.M.'s Store in his stockinged feet.
Although very busy most of the time that little bit
extra \yas put in by many under the C.S.M., C.S.M. Hills,
and Cpls. Dawson and Heyfron, and a very promising
Coy. concert was put over on a couple of occasions. The
first performance was held when the Commanding Officer
visited us for a couple of days, and the second show was
held shortly before we left The latter show was well
done and much hard work went into the manufacture of a
stage complete with curtain that even went up and down
without a hitch. It was noticeable that the rubber build
ing which housed 8 and 9 Pis. had a very threadbare look
after the stage had been erected, but then as Heath
Robinson said: "It is wonderful what can be achieved
with a few compo ration boxes and a few yards of hessian."
Full marks, however, to all concerned for a couple of bright
evenings. C.S.M. Hills confounded the critics with an
excellent tap dance, Cpl. Dawson entertained on the piano
and appeared in numerous sketches, and L/Cpls. Small and
Fooks, after a very well played mouthorgan trio appear
ance with Cpl. Dawson, appeared at varying times as spives,
athletes and Class " Z " Reservists to the amusement of all.
We hope that with a little more polish we shall be able to
produce a similar show for the Bn. What we really require
is a talented comedienne and the Coy. 2nd i/c. is rumoured
to have said that he will form a oneman selection com
mittee to screen local talent. His screening hasn't yet got
as far as the Sakai villages, but should do so before very
long.
'
We have had a number of arrivals and departures in
the past month and were very sorry to lose Lt. Campbell
to the Malayan Basic Training Unit. We wish him the
best of luck in his new job and at the same time extend a
welcome to 2/Lt. Tilley, who has come to us from Sp.
Coy. to fill the gap. We also welcome C.Q.M.S. Harris,
our new "Q" bloke, and hope that he will soon settle in
and find his feet with us. We were pleased to learn that
he was a keen hockey player and he was promptly made
Coy. Hockey Rep. almost before he had found his land
legs again.
We have had a number of promotions and congratu
late Cpls. Dooley, Evans and Naume on their promotion
to the best rank in the British Army. Numerous others
have started on the road to fame via the R.S.M.'s Cadres
and it is hoped that they will continue after a firstclass
, start.
Before finally signing off, we feel that mention must
be made of our kind hosts at Trolak, Mr. and Mrs. Brown,
who were both so very helpful and friendly (keep that dog
. chained up, Sgt.Major), and the surrounding planters,
who, besides entertaining us, also helped us with informa
tion and material assistance.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. Gj'
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.
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Capt. Deed and Pte. French have been recommended
for Selangor State Soccer Trial. At the time of writing
we do not know when this will take place, but we wish them
the best of luck.

BASKET BALL
We are still busy trying to form a really strong Bn.
team. Training has consisted of shooting and passing
practices and also games with the village team. We are
improving fast, however, and with further practice, we shall
feel quite confident in giving any other unit team a run
for their money. Incidentally, the village team fields one
man who. in 1947, played for Malaya against Manilla at
Singapore, and two players who are in the Kuala Lumpur
team, so it is not surprising that we have been unable to
beat them yet.
With the arrival of B Coy. back in Camp, we have
been able to include Capt. Hunting in the team. One of
our new " finds " is Pte. Blake, Sp. Coy., who, with a bit
more experience with the team, will make a good wing
player. Old stalwarts like the wily D/M. Watts and
L/Cpl. Forster are useful any position. Lt. Shearburn
plays a good game as either centre or guard. Another
wing man is Lt. Dodson, who, if nothing else, is
enthusiastic.
R.N.

CRICKET
Cricket in the Bn. is now well under way, with the
team gradually improving with every game. We were
defeated by the 1st Bn., The Suffolk Regt., who took first
knock and made 133 before being all out. In answer to
this modest total the Bn. could only get 121. In the return
match, played a week later, we batted first and lost 2/Lt.
Howlett with no score on the board. However, Maj. Crook
and Capt. Dover soon made a grand recovery and were
batting very confidently when rain stopped play with the
score at 22 for one.
The third match was against the might of the Kuala
Lumpur Garrison, which is, in fact, the combined side for
all the units in Kuala Lumpur. The Garrison batted first
and soon after lunch were 85 for seven. However, cricket
is a queer game and a stand by the socalled tail took their
score to 142 for nine wickets before they declared. When
we batted, misfortune dogged the team, and half the side
was dismissed for 44 runs. At this juncture Maj. Buckle
came in to join Capt. Dover, who was batting very con
fidently, and for a time we definitely got on top of the
bowling, but at 61 Capt. Dover hit a four off their slow
bowler, and then stepped on his wicket with his score at
20. Maj. Buckle continued to hit the ball hard and often
until he was caught on the boundary with his score at 17.
Lt. Dodson was the only remaining batsman to show any
resistance and at 15 he was the last man out with the score
at 88.
A very satisfactory feature of the Bn. cricket so far
has been the enthusiastic, and at times brilliant, fielding.
Maj. Crook, who is captaining the side, has set the team
a firstclass example in this respect, and with the gradual
improvement already shewn in the game as a whole, we
hope to have better news in our next report on cricket.
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BATTALION

BATTALION H.Q.
'HE Bn. has now returned from
Annual Camp at Western Heights,
T Dover. To those readers who do
not know the Camp it may be of more
interest to say that this hutted and tented
Camp is located both on top of and sur
rounded by the old Citadel Barracks. As
many of the Regiment know, the 2nd Bn.
were stationed in the Citadel at one time, so
it was no surprise to us that Guards on duty at night
reported having seen soldiers with " The Queen's Own " cap
badge, but wearing Service Dress, parading smartly but
silently on the square. Watched over, as the 4th Bn. was,
by these ghosts of the past, it was hardly surprising that our
Camp was a success.
Shortly after the arrival of the Bn. in Camp, we
we're visited by Maj.Gen. B. C. H. Kimmins and later he
met the Bn. at the Bde. Rifle Meeting, where, we are glad
to report, he presented a cup to A Coy. team, who were
the winners of the Bde. China Cup Competition.
The Officers' Mess held a Guest Night during the first
week in Camp. The evening was preceded by a ceremonial
guard mounting, with the Bn. Corps of Drums in attendance.
After the guard mounting, the Drums moved down to the
Officers' Mess to welcome our own guests. We were glad
to welcome to the Mess Lt.Col. A. G. Jelf, Commanding
4/5 Bn., The Buffs, and several of his Officers and Lt.Col.
R. E. Loder, Commanding 4/5 Bn., Royal Sussex Regt.,
accompanied by several of his Officers. We very much
enjoyed entertaining them and would take this opportunity
of thanking both Bns. for the hospitality we received in the
respective Messes.
Details of other aspects of the Camp appear in Coy.
correspondence. We would, however, like to thank the
Colonel of the Regiment, on behalf of all ranks of the
Bn., for so kindly sparing the time to honour us with his
presence during the whole of the last day in Camp. The
Colonel of the Regiment inspected the Headquarter Guard
on his arrival and then proceeded to the Citadel Square to
watch the InterCoy. Drill Competition. After the Com
petition, the Bn. formed up and marched past, the General
taking the salute; he then consented to be photographed in
the various Bn. groups. He visited the W.O.s' and Sgts'.
Mess before lunch and lunched with the Officers.
After lunch the Bn. held a sports meeting, at the con
clusion of which Mrs. L. F. W. Jackson kindly consented
to present the prizes for the sports and for the Bn. rifle
meeting. The Colonel of the Regiment then presented two
somewhat unusual trophies: the first was a plaque bearing
the Regimental Crest, which was received by C.S.M. A.
Clifton, M.M., who is shortly to leave the Bn. after 37 years'
Regular and Territorial service; the second was the T.A.R.A.
Silver Jewel, which was received by Sgt. C. Cheseman. Sgt.
Cheseman was awarded the Silver Jewel for being runnerup
in the InterServices Small Bore Championship; he was one
point behind the winner. His score was 597—the H.P.S.
was 600.
In the evening, Maj.Gen W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.,
was a guest of the Bn. at a cocktail party in the Officers*
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Mess at which we were glad to welcome the Honorary
Colonel of the Bn. and Mrs. W. Nash. Colonel W. V.
Palmer and many other friends and Past and Present
members of the Regiment.

" A " COMPANY
Yet another Camp has come and gone. Perhaps this
year was a new adventure for most of us. with the National
Servicemen attending for the first time.
Our Coy. must be congratulated on coming through
with flying colours. Besides winning the China Cup, the
sixaside football team surpassed themselves and brought
great jubilation to the Coy. by beating B Coy. by three goals
to nil in the Final. Special " mention in despatches " to
Pates. Humphrey and Clifford for their zeal and determina
tion in the hardfought Final; they and the rest of the team
displayed the kind of guts (for want of a better word) that
has already won fame with the N.S. men in Korea.
There were plenty of goodnatured moans and groans
from the "Boys" in Camp, but one had the feeling that
should the occasion arise, they would not be found wanting
and this was proved by our overwhelming victory in the
China Cup. The team, lead by Maj. Bird, was C.S.M.
Wilson, C.S.M. Wells, C/Sgt. Cleggett, Sgts. Watson and
Parks and Ptes. Humphrey and Stone, and did extremely
well in what is quite a difficult shoot.
Capt. Maynard proved that he is the fastest man in
the Bn. by winning the 100 yards open (it must have been
the marching on the pebbles at Hythe, sir). At one time,
all that could be seen of our 2nd i/c. was a pair of sun
glasses and a cap, S.D., moving up and down the firing
point !
To conclude, one can only wish that we see a little
more of our Coy. on drill nights to cement the companion
ship which, without doubt, has been well and truly laid in
this our first Camp with Volunteers and N.S.M. together.
1 feel sure that with this spirit behind us A Coy. will con
tinue to be the premier Coy. in the Bn.
Sgt. Kite.

" B " COMPANY
The month's biggest event has, of course been the trip
to Annual Camp. Reactions seem to be divided, and as
yet we have not been able to pass just verdict on the 15
days' training. One thing is certain, and that is that the
weather was fairly kind to us and most of us returned look
ing pretty healthy, even if we didn't feel that way ! ! We
hope, however, to be able to pass more detailed comments
in the next issue of "The Buster." Before leaving the Camp
question, we of " Busy Bee" must congratulate A Coy. on
winning the Football Competition—we really had hopes of
carrying off the Cup for the third year running !
We have now been officially adopted by the local
Council and members of the Coy. were represented at the
official ceremony on May 21st when the local Chairman
referred to us as " Orpington's private army " and added
that he hoped that as a result of the adoption our numbers
would grow. This ceremony was followed by a march past
members of the local Council before leaving for Camp,
and we were pleased to see the Council represented at Camp
on the final Saturday.
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Lambert Weston, Folkestone

Sitting (I. to r.): Maj. T. C. Coath, Maj. K. C. Meyrick, T.D., Maj. A. R. H. Waring. T.D., Capt. Adjt. I. H.
Roper, M.C., Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B.. O.B.E., Lt.Col. L .F. W. Jackson, Maj., A. H. Coombes, T.D., Maj.
C. W. L. Bird. T.D., Capt. D. W. J. Wood.
Standing (I. to r.): Capt. A. H. Ford, Lt. H. R. Hall. Lt. J. CalverJones, 2/Lt. W. M. K. Nash, Capt. F. J.
Bobby. Capt. P. N. Marchanl. Capt. J. L. Large, 2/Lt. L. B. C. Baker.
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Drums pi' 4th Battalion—Citadel Square.

Lambert Weston, Folkestone
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W.O.s and SERGEANTS, 4th BATTALION

Lambert Weston, Folkestone

Sitting (I. to r.): Sgt. C. Buck, C/Sgt. R. Cleggett, W.O.I I C. Woolley, W.O.II A. Clifton, M.M., MajGen.
W. P. Oliver. C.B., O.B.E., W.O.I P. Byrne, D.C.M., Lt.Col. L. F. W. Jackson, O.R.Q.M.S., J. Breaden, M.B.E.,
W.O.II A. Wilson, W.O.II Holdsworth, C/Sgt. F. Johnson.
Centre (I to r.): Sgt. W. Hill, Sgt. J. Parks, Sgt. H. Vallins, Sgt. W. Styles, Sgt. R. Payne, Sgt. C. Cheseman,
Sgt. R. Johnson, Sgt. R. Tillman, Sgt. R. Carver.
Rear (!. to r.): Sgt. R. Dowsing, Sgt. W. Smith, Sgt. T. Moore, Sgt. T. Coulstock, Sgt. A. Corke, Sgt. S. Wood,
Sgt. D. Baker, Sgt. L. Stachell.

The excitement of the past month has been tempered
more than a little by the sad news that C.S.M. Clifton,
M.M. is to leave us soon. We are not giving away a
secret when we say that so very much of the success of our
recruiting and club amenities are due to Alf and his wife,
who have never failed to help and advise. The loss is one
that we expected to happen at some time or other, but
were hoping would be delayed, and when Alf finally leaves,
we shall only be able to say a very heartfelt " Thank
you " to a man who has served the Regiment well for 38
years. We feel sure that all ranks of the Bn. will join in
that "Thank you," not least of all the Sgts\ Mess, for Alf
must take a great deal of credit for the efficiency of the
Sgts\ Mess over the past three years.
Mrs. Clifton's
departure will leave Capt. Ford with a headache. Any
volunteers for the post Canteen Manager ? ?
Till next month, then.

" Busy Bee."

" C " COMPANY
One more Annual Camp has passed by, and this year
saw us way up on Western Heights, Dover, and we had
jolly good weather, too, but there, is one thing our chaps
would like to know, and that is, where does Dover get its
wind from ?

The training this year involved Section, Platoon and
Company tactical exercises which really brought home to
all the method of advance, preparing and living in a
defensive position, and the organization involved in a with
drawal from that position. I can honestly say that there
isn't a man of this Coy. who could truthfully turn round
and say, " Please, sir, what do 1 have to do now ? "
I would like to point out here of the fine spirit
between the T.A. Volunteer and the National Servicemen
of this Coy., which was to such an extent that three out of
the four N.S.M. who attended Camp this year are going to
sign on to complete their obligations as volunteers and not
as pressed men. Good show, C Coy. !
The Bn. and Bde Rifle Meetings, held on the Friday
and Saturday of the first week, did, in fact, prove that a
considerable amount of weapon training and range work is
still needed by all. This, I can assure you, will be put into
operation forthwith; after all, what is the use of tactics if
one cannot shoot ?
The last Saturday morning was devoted to the Bn.
Drill Competition, and although this Coy. did not come
out at the top of the list, I feel the standard of drill, turn
out and personal pride, compared with last year, has
gone up.
For the sports in the afternoon of the last Saturday,
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we had four members of the Urban District Council down
with us and with them, whom we were very pleased to
welcome, was Mrs. Barnard, the wife of our Chairman.
Mrs. Barnard had the pleasure of seeing her husband win
the visitors' race and Councillor Whyte a good second.
Well done the Sevenoaks U.D.C. ! After the sports all the
Councillors were entertained to tea and what have you in
the Sgts'. Mess and it was good to see the members of our
Council drinking pints of beer at the bar—a real good
healthy sign.
Our congratulations go to Cpl. Roden, L/Cpls. Steward
and Wells on their promotions and appointments, which
took place in Camp.
We were sorry Cpl. Matthews could not attend Camo
this year, but as far as I can gather, he had an excellent
course with Lt. H. R. Duggan, at the Small Arms School
Hythe. Other nonattenders were C/Sgt. Osborn, who
recently changed his employment, and Pte. Holt, who is
attending with another Unit later in the year.
Our next major event will be on the 14th15th July
when we fire our Bren course. Let's hope the shooting will
have improved by that time.
" Pupas Charlie."

" D " COMPANY
Another Camp has become a memory, but a memory
with a difference, since 1951 will be associated with Festival,
and D Coy. established itself as champion company by
winning the Festival Cup.
The scoring was based on four items: —
1. Sixaside football. (We were eliminated in the
first round by H.Q. Coy.)
2. The China Cup team shooting. (Wc were runncrs
up to A Coy.)
3. Company Drill Competition. (Won by 24 points
from Sp. Coy.)
4. Camp attendance. (100 per cent.)
The first three days were devoted to basic training,
followed by two days on Hythe Ranges. During the secoi.u
week, quite a bit of time was taken up in the organization
of the composite company, but fortunately the weather was
fine. Two days were allocated to a Brigade Movement
Exercise, which fluctuated from the tactical to the non
tactical and back. Once this was appreciated, it became
a battle of wits with the object of anticipating whether the
next phase was tactical or not. Once again the weather was
kind, and the kip on Ashdown Forest was satisfactory, if
a little short (reveille, 0400 hours).
The final Saturday was devoted to the Drill Competi
tion on the Citadel Square in the morning, the Colonel of
the Regiment. General Oliver, arriving in time to watch
B and D Coys, carry out their routine. The afternoon was
given over to a comprehensive sports programme and the
football Final.
We feel that our new C.O., Lt.CoT L. F. W. Jackson,
has the right ideas, and we hope his stay will be long and
pleasant.
The National Servicemen played their part in helping
to maintain the high reputation which D Coy. has always
held, and we hope that all will change from National
Service to T.A.
It was a pleasure to see Capt. " Bert" Blake carrying
out Q.M.'s duties again, and old 5th Bn. personnel will
remember how well he performed during the war.
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Summing up, we feel it would be fair to say that from
a social point of view the Camp was a success, but from a
training angle, it was not as good as one might have hoped
for; we did appreciate, of course, the difficulties of arrang
ing training in such a restricted area, and at the back of
our minds were the memories of last year's excellent train
ing at Stanford P.T.A.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Once again another yearly Camp has passed, and in
this Festival Year of 1951 we can remember it by our wind
swept position on the top of Western Heights at Dover.
In years to come we shall be able to say, " Remember that
soandso climb up the hill from Dover, through the
numerous arches and past the various defensive positions
built to keep the French out 150 years ago ? "
Our move to Camp was in two parties—one by rail and
the other in Carriers by road. Both were without incident,
although those in the Carrier party will remember Pte.
Lake R.'s face when he met rather a large 'bus on a bridge
in Ashford.
On our arrival at Camp, we were all pleased to find
that our very good friend, Cpl. .Styles, was already installed
in our hut, but before anybody had had time to settle in,
we were all running around on Fire Drill. At this point.
1 would like to say how very much we all appreciated the
work done by Sgt. Smith, who, at the last minute had to
take over from our P.S.I., Sgt. Dowsing, who had to remain
behind owing to his wife's serious illness.
For the first week we were split into our specialists
groups; courses were held at St. Martin's Plain, where we
had the good fortune to have the services of instructors
from the Small Arms School. A great deal was learnt and
the opinion was that we could not have wished for anything
better. Those that could not be fitted into these courses
remained at Camp—the M.M.G. personnel under Cpl.
Styles and the Mortars under Cpl. Moore; again these
instructors rendered firstclass service. We are told that
the choice of a gun position by L/Cpl. Olivers and the
subsequent recce, that followed will be remembered for
many years by Cpl. Styles and his pupils.
On the Friday we had the Brigade Shoot and although
Sp. Coy. were not outstanding, we did find that L/Cpl.
Saxby had the best allround score for the Bn. At this meet
ing we had the pleasure of meeting the local Press, and on
our return home, many of us have found our faces on the
front page of the local " rag."
The Sunday found us on Church Parade. Many will
remember the long march up Dover Hill to the beautiful
church in the Castle grounds. All I can say is, it was
a good thing that many of us were not in the Band.
On the Monday of the second week the M.M.G.s and
Mortars were on the range at Lydd. It was a beautiful day
and I think it is quite true to say that everybody had a
very good time. Even the A/Tk. PI., who, under L/Cpl.
Saxby, did yeoman work in the butts.
On the Brigade exercises we had the pleasure of watch
ing one another shaving out of a messtin at 0430 hours;
even Pte. Flanagan found enough whiskers for this.
I would like to add at this point how pleased we were
to see Sgt. Dowsing, who had returned to us on Monday,
and to hear that his wife was very much better. On Satur
day came the Drill Competition; a great day for Sp. Coy.,
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now known as " The ' Kiwi' boys." The Coy. marched on
to the Square under the command of our Coy. Comd., Maj.
Meyrick, assisted by Capt. Large, and although just pipped
by D Coy. for first place, we were a very good second—a
firstclass show by all, with a special word of praise for
Pte. Wake.
?
We had now all heard of the promotions of Cpls.
Styles and Moore to Sgts. and would all like to congratulate
them and wish them the best of luck for the future.
On Saturday afternoon, Pte. Edwards excelled him
self by winning the obstacle race at the Bn. sports. (Who
said that his hair would get in the way ?) On this note 1
will close, except to say that we all arrived safely back
at Tonbridge and that once again the weather had been on
our side.
" Washout."
P.S.—Was the Fire Drill in vain ?

W.O.S

AND SERGEANTS' MESS

With the advent of Annual Camp the Mess went into
full blast true to form. We were very fortunate in having
a firstclass
management team to organize our Mess, viz.,
R.S.M. Byrne, D.C.M., C.S.M. A. Clifton, M.M., and a
very old and wellknown soldier of the Regiment, Ben Bray.
1 think all will agree that our Mess was home from home.
With a very heavy commitment of social events ahead
of us, everybody got down to it. Our first Guest Night was
Officers' night, when we entertained Lt.Col. L. F. W.
Jackson, our Commanding Officer, and Officers of the Bn.
This, of course, is the main event of the Camp socially,
and as ever was a great success; perhaps too much so,
judging by the mournful silence maintained at the break
fast table next morning by certain members of the Mess.
The next evening we entertained the W.O.s and Sgts. of
the 4/5 Buffs and 4/5 Royal Sussex Regts. On this even
ing we were once again able to renew many old
acquaintances, some of them prewar. The wine flowed
freely and it was grand to hear experiences of past years
being compared and old names recalled. Great enthusiasum
was shown in the darts, table tennis and table football
games, and competition was very keen. The gathering of
all three Messes of the Brigade is an event never to be
missed, and any visitor to the Mess on that occasion would
have the finest example of the great spirit which exists in
the T.A. today.
During the Camp we were invited to the Messes of
both 4/5 Buffs and 4/5 Royal Sussex, where we were
royally entertained.
The evening which is so much looked forward to is
v the visit to the Officers' Mess.
It is during this evening
that we get down to some real discussion on the fine
traditions of the Regiment, against a background of the
Colours and Bn. silver, coupled with very excellent refresh
ments (liquid and solid); the various trophies, etc., are
discussed at great length. In a Bn. situated as this one is,
spread over the greater part of West Kent, the gathering of
the Bn.'s Officers and W.O.s and Sgts. is a great event, and
one never to be forgotten. One point arises from this social
event, that is, what was a certain small group, tucked away
in the corner of the Mess, doing singing bugle calls to one
another? I did hear it suggested by certain very senior
Officers that certain W.O.s should be given instruction on
bugle calls. It appears that on at least three occasions

they failed to answer the calls when repeatedly sounded.
Whether this was from ignorance of calls or from discretion
is not quite clear. It may be, of course, that the calls
sounded more like " Bugle call rag," rather than a call to
duty. However, efforts will be made to improve the said
W.O.s' musical education before next Camp.
On the last Saturday, after the Ceremonial Parade and
Drill Competition, we were honoured by a visit to the Mess
by MajGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., Colonel of the
Regiment, where he Was introduced to the members by the
R.S.M., with whom he stayed and chatted for some time.
We sincerely hope that this will be only one of many of
the General's visits.
A shadow hung over the Mess towards the end of
Camp and this was due to the fact that it was to be the last
Camp (at least as a serving member) of W.O.II A. Clifton,
M.M. C.S.M. Clifton has served with the Regiment since
1914 and has been with this Bn. for the greater pari of
21 years, his only break with the Bn. was whilst holding a
commissioned rank during the war. He has served with us
both as a P.S.L and W.O.II He is far too well known
throughout the, Regiment for me to attempt to give his
history, or to even say in what esteem he is held by Officers,
W.O.s, Sgts. and rank and file, both past and present. He
has always been and always will be an example we would
all like to follow, both as a soldier and a leader of social
life. Traditions are made by the Regiment, but it is soldiers
like C.S.M. Clifton who do so much to maintain these
traditions and pass them on to the younger members of the
Mess. We of the Mess, in particular, realise that we are
to be the losers of a most valuable member. However, we
must all reach the age when we have to step aside.
On the last Saturday, after the visit of the Colonel of
the Regiment to the Mess, R.S.M. Byrne, D.C.M., presented
W.O.II A. Clifton, M.M., with a clock as a mark of
appreciation for his services from members of the Mess,
at the same time wishing both him and Mrs. Clifton, who
is equally well known in the Regiment, all the best for
future years, and assuring him that we shall always look
forward to having them with us on every possible future
occasion.
C.S.M. Clifton has promised to try and run our Mess
for us in future years, an offer Which we are only too grate
ful to accept
We were happy to welcome three new members to the
Mess this year and congratulate Sgts. Johnson and Styles,
of B Coy., and Sgt. Moore, of Sp. Coy., on their promotion
and hope that they will be with us for many years.
Finally, we would like to thank the Entertainments
Committee, headed by C.S.M. Wells, M.M., for the excellent
arrangements and all the work they put in to make the
Mess the success it was.

Landlady: " This is your room. I hope you'll be
comfortably. How do you like that crazy quilt. ? "
Lodger: "Not much. Nor the darned silly eider
down either."
*

*

*

The dentist gazed at the vacantlooking young man in
the chair, and spoke sadly to the anaethetist.
" It's no use giving this chap gas," he said, " we shan't
be able to tell when he's unconscious."
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REGIMENTAL

DEPOT

T

HE month started with a display on the Square by
the Kent Fire Brigade. Practice for this had pro
vided entertainment for the children in the Barracks
for some weeks before, but this in no way detracted from
the thrilling spectacle on the actual day. It was a glorious
day and hundreds of Maidstone inhabitants filled the
Barracks. Among many notabilities present as guests of
the Chairman of the Kent County Council were the Home
Secretary, the Lord Lieutenant, and the Colonel of the
Regiment.
From then on the Depot Staff were fully occupied
moving offices and generally cleaning up in preparation for
the first intake for some years of National Servicemen.
Some readers may not have heard that the training centre
at Shorncliffe has closed down and that the Regiments in
our Group are now undertaking the basic training of their
own recruits.
Everything was completed just in time and during the
afternoon of June 21st 103 new members of the Regiment
arrived. This was more than we had originally expected,
but the Q.M.. M.O. and Orderly Room staff, not to men

Photo by

tion the Padre, Tailor and Barber, managed to cope with
the situation and almost in an instant the Barracks was
full of soldiers once again. I am sure everybody will be
pleased that this has come about and none more so than the
Depot other ranks, who have for some years been making
bricks without straw and somehow managing to keep the
flag flying.
It is invidious to pick out individual names
for special mention, particularly in the clerical and manual
work which has gone on behind the scenes, but without
doubt, at the Reunion, the work of Capt. Wheeler in the
Museum and Mr. Bird on the grounds and gardens, in spite
of an army of diminutive saboteurs from Married Quarters,
will not pass unnoticed. From now on there will once
again be many hands to the mill and they will be most
welcome.
General Oliver paid us a visit the day after the intake
and in a short address to the recruits, welcomed them to the
Regiment. The District Commander has since visited us,
also the Deputy Director of Military Training and the
Brigade Colonel. The latter is a new appointment, broadly
speaking, to control the training policy of all Depots within
the group, and is at present held by Colonel Parry, of The
Buffs.
Congratulations to Capt. Faulkner, our former
Adjutant, and Mrs. Faulkner on the birth of a son. Also
to Pte. Collins on his elevation to the Corporals' Mess; he
is in charge of M.T. (at present being very inadequately
represented by one 15cwt. truck). He is a man of many
parts as well as conversation and his homemade
incinerator is now a valued feature of the Depot.
Division of labour rather than its whereabouts is the
problem now and the fact that eleven names on the staff

Kent Messenger
MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, Colonel of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt.,
chatted to a number of recruits during his visit
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of the Officers' Mess only apparently produced four
effectives was rather unconvincingly explained by the
P.M.C. to the R.S.M. and by the C.O. to the D.D.M.T.
There is obviously some answer but it has not come to
hand in time for this issue.
Policemen control traffic at the Main Gate and the
fear of imminent death on departure is now removed from
visitors to the Depot.
The C.O. and O.R.Q.M.S. are suffering from fractured
fingers sustained at cricket. To forestall any acid com
ment from the 1st Bn., they both realise they are lucky to
be able to play cricket though rumour had it that Lt.Col.
Fyler might be visiting the Bn. on a cricket tour from
Hong Kong.
We are glad to hear from the papers that Maj.
Thomas' morale on arrival in Korea was high and we
would like to have seen him garlanded with flowers, but
his presence in the Regimental cricket team is sorely missed
both as a performer and interpreter of his own book on
captaincy.
Having for some years been promised two hard tennis
courts, events have moved apace and we now have
splendid new wire netting surrounding a patch of ground
given over to the Army Agricultural Scheme. Progress on
the new ration stores has not, however, been so rapid and in
four months has amounted to knocking a large ragged
hole in the side of the old fire engine shed.

SERGEANTS' MESS

A

S forecast, the tempo of activity increased consider
ably during the month of June, culminating in the
arrival of our first Intake of National Servicemen on
21st. Prior to this, however, we welcomed the instructional
staff from the Home Counties Group Training Centre,
Shorncliffe, which has now been disbanded, thereby increas
ing our Mess members by three, viz., Sgts. Kent (Bolo),
Manson and Keating. They soon seemed to settle down
and are now very busy with training. On arrival they were
granted a few days' leave so that they would be fully
refreshed to commence training. It was noticeable that
their voices became very hoarse after the first couple of
days, but they have managed to get the recruits to do the
shouting now themselves and, of course, their throats are
again back to normal. We have also been pleased to have
C.S.M. Blacknell, of the Middlesex Regiment, with us for a
short stay. He has been kept fully employed in training
some R.M.P. transferred in at the same time as the Intake
arrived, attending Certificate " A " Boards (of which we
have had several of late); preparing the Regimental dinghy
for ceremonial launching in the River Medway in due
course.
Since his arrival, he has acquired a small
" Triumph" motor car, which seems to keep him away
from the billiards table. He will be probably have left us
by the time these notes are published and we hope he has
enjoyed his short stay.
The R.S.M. boasts that he attended three Certificate
" A" Boards in one week during the month. One at
Tonbridge School, where he saw Jimmy Crook, who is i/c.
the Tuck Shop, and " Darky" Rich, the Assistant Grounds
man of the School.
With new Mess members, it was necessary to hold a
Mess meeting towards the end of the month, at which
slight alterations to the Mess rules were made and a

quarterly Sgts'. Mess shoot decided upon, the loser of which
will be proud to have his name inscribed on the wooden
spoon, which is on display in the Mess.
Socially, we have had two fairly good gatherings
following the Maidstone Branch, P. and P. Association
cricket matches on 17th June versus the Royal Naval
Association, and on the 1st July versus the Regimental
Depot. No doubt reports of the cricket matches will
appear elsewhere, but it must be placed on record that the
Royal Naval Association were rather surprised to find that
the Maidstone Branch had the runnerup (Maidstone District
Darts) as a member of their dart team.
V.I.P.s who have visited the Regimental Depot since
our first Intake include the Colonel of the Regiment, the
District Commander, and D.D.M.T. from the War Office.
We hope they were all satisfied with all they saw during
their short stays.
Since reactivation it has been necessary for certain
persons to be nominated for games, etc., and the R.S.M. is
now the Regimental Depot Shooting and Hockey Repre
sentative, whilst the O.R.Q.M.S. is responsible for Depot
Cricket and S.I. Franklin shoulders the burden of Boxing,
Basket Ball, Badminton and Fencing.
Badminton has
caught on and a couple of members are keeping themselves
fit with games during the evenings. The recruit instructors
do not get very much leisure time as yet, as they are on the
short range most evenings.
It will come as a great shock and it is with very deep
regret that we have to record the passing of exSgt.Major
(Sam) Spencer, who died suddenly at his home in Tunbridge
Wells on 2nd July. He was well known by many, having
served for some 25 years until he was released in 1945.
Sgt. Keating attended the funeral, which was held on 6th
July, as Sgts'. Mess representative, a bugler was also pro
vided from the Regimental Depot. We extend our deepest
sympathy to his widow and relatives.
As we go to press we welcome yet another new Mess
member in ArmourerSergeant Brooks, R.E.M.E., who has
joined as Regimental Depot Armourer. Wc hope his stay
will be a pleasant one. With his promotion, all W.O. and
Sergeant vacancies in the establishment have been filled.
" McCartney."

CRICKET

W

ITH expansion of the Permanent Staff at the Regi
mental Depot, we are now able to field
a
reasonable cricket team, and a good number of
fixtures have been arranged. Up until 1st July we have
managed to get in ten matches, of which we have managed
to win six. During June, we had fixtures with 25th Field
Engineer Regt., R.E.. Invicta Lines—won by three wickets
(Cpl. Bracher, 3 for 19; L/Cpl. Asllev, 3 for 19); H.M.
Prison Officers, Maidstone—won by 50 runs (Barker, 42;
Lt. Gladders, 5 for 7; and Cpl. Bracher, 3 for 9); Maid
stone Telephone Operators—won by three wickets (Pte.
Barker, 4 for 7); 24 Reserve Flying School, Rochester—lost
by two wickets (Cpl. Taylor, 29 and 4 for 15); Goudhurst—
lost by 85 runs (R.S.M. Hayley, 33 not out; Pte. Barker,
22; L/Cpl. Frost, 3 for 41: Pte. Barker, 4 for 53); Maidstone
Telephone Operators—won by two wickets (Lewis 5 for 12:
Lt. Gladders, 3 for 5); Maidstone Branch, Past and Present
Association—lost by nine runs (Pte. Barker. 35; Pte. Lewis,
5 for 28; Pte. Barker, 3 for 22).
All have been most enjoyable games. We were bucked
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by beating the local Field Engineer Regt., although in due
fairness they (owing to training commitments) have not
been able to get in a deal of practice. We also had a very
enjoyable match versus 24 Reserve Flying School from
Rochester, who (in an evening match commencing at 5.45
p.m., over 270 runs were scored) managed to beat us by
two wickets. We were slightly handicapped in our match
versus Goudhurst owing to the size of the ground, which
was surrounded by a paling fence. This had the effect of
many boundaries being scored. It was very pleasant, how
ever, for the C.O. to receive a letter from this Club com
menting on the very sporting manner in which we faced
up to the task of trying to pass their score of 199 runs.
We shall be playing them on our ground later in the season
and we hope to reverse the decision. Our greatest dis
appointment was on 1st July, when the Maidstone Branch
of the Past and Present Association managed to beat us
by nine runs. They did not field quite a full side, but never
theless, we did place high hopes on Maj. Keenlyside to win
the game for us. Next time we hope it will be a different
story. The Telephone Operators used to beat us fairly
easily in past years, but now our team is improved, they
have not managed to do so this year yet and we have
played them three times. We have about ten or a dozen
fixtures to go for the rest of the season and hope our team
will improve as time goes on.
" McCartney."

4
SLINGS AND ARROWS OF "CIVVY" LIFE
" LOFTY " EASTAUGH

1

~*HREE weeks have crept by since T was liberated from
the backwoods of Maidstone to be delivered up to
the gaping jaws of that elusive thoroughfare, " Civvy
Street."
Having said my tearful farewell to my comrades who
declined the invitation to come with me (biting their nails
and making declamatory remarks about the organization of
our beloved War House, to which we raise our hats !), I
donned belongings about my person and hit the trail for
civilisation.
Now, lads, when you are demobbed., think not that
you have cast from you the harness and the knowledge of
the arts of war; yea, yea, yea, there is still only one good
enemy, and that a defunct one, and similar phrases ranging
from the ridiculous to the obscene. In other words, the
Territorial Service. Be advised of one who has tasted of
the fruit. They are keen ! Yes, horribly and madly keen.
1 know, 1 call the R.S.M. " Mate."
When I at last dropped anchor outside my old log
cabin, 1 was informed that the tribe was in the process of
taking down the tent to proceed on a week's holiday to a
little graveyard on the coast between Devon and Dorset.
Rigor Mortis, if my memory serves me, which it hasn't
been doing lately.
After a hectic week eating, sleeping, fishing and walk
ing, the caravan set forth once again in the best traditions
of " Childe Harolde" to find that yours truly had been
summoned to attend a Police Medical—funnily enough (or
have you guessed ?) to join the Police.
Having presented my bod at the jolly old map
reference about four teas and two wads too early, we
prospective rozzcrs, narks, or what you will, were pro
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ceeded (to adopt the copperly tongue) to a large class
room in which we passed the time happily writing the
rnonica on reams of " bumf."
At last we were summoned to the vet, who prodded
and poked in the best medical traditions and the tares
were sorted from the harvest.
When finally all was done, we found our numbers
horribly depleted, but we few, we copperly few, were left
to swell the ranks of Bobby Peel's bright boys.
Thus, waiting as I have been for yet another period of
scivice, I remain enduring the slings and arrows of out
rageous what's its. I will no longer detain your time with
civilian chuntering, so until we establish contact once again,
" over and out."
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A DRINK FOR A LADY
A New Detective Story by MICHAEL ANTHONY

O

N the day she had appointed for killing her husband,
Mrs. Brophering sat by the fire in her comfortable
drawingroom, enjoying afternoon tea.
This was her favourite meal of the day, and she always
made the most careful preparations for it. The little
mahogany gateleg table was spread with a lace cloth; a
cup, saucer and plate from her treasured Rockingham ser
vice lay upon it; the silver teapot, milk jug and sugar basin
gleamed in the firelight.
Mrs. Brophering prided herself on doing things as
nicely when alone as when entertaining; perhaps even more
so, for she did not like entertaining.
She was very much attached to her home and to1 the
pleasant things it contained, but it gave her no satisfaction
to share them with others. The company of other people
irritated her.
She was quite uninterested in the trivialities of social
life and, as for that inner life of her imagination, so
important and so exciting the only thing that really mattered
to her—well, there was nobody in the world who could
understand or appreciate that. It was for her alone, and
only alone could she enjoy it.
That was why she had decided to kill her husband.
She remembered quite clearly how the idea had come
to her, a month ago. She was going through some old
papers and among them, had come across a faded photo
graph of a soldier in oldfashioned uniform. Captain
Harry Brophering, her husband's greatuncle. There he
stood, stiff and upright, in all the glory of his braided
uniform, one hand resting lightly on a table covered with
a fringed velvet cloth, the other holding his cap; a fine
figure of a man.
There seemed to Mrs. Brophering to be a faint look of
her husband about him. Take off the long moustache,
change the uniform for a sober business suit, and it might
be a picture of Wilfred as she had first known him.
Captain Harry Brophering had gone off to the wars,
leaving this picture for his young wife to remember him by,
and soon a bullet had killed him, and his wife had
managed to get along all right without him. She had
lived to be 90 anyhow; only dying a few years ago. Mrs.
Brophering had known her quite well; an outspoken, con
tented old creature, who lived in Kensington.
And she had had 65 years alone. Alone ! Mrs.
Brophering determined at that moment that she, too, would
live alone.
She never considered leaving her husband. She had no
money. It was essential that his will, by which everything
he possessed was left to her, should come into operation.
He must die.
After1 all, she argued, he would not lose much. He
had had the best out of life, unlike his greatuncle, who
was cut down when he had hardly begun to enjoy himself.
Wilfrid was 59, ten years older than herself. In a few
more years he would be an old man, subject to all an old
man's aches and pains. Men were so much more fussy than
women. For an old man, life really could not be worth
living.

Having finished her tea, Mrs. Brophering carried the
tray out into the kitchen, followed by Tinker, her big black
cat. Tinker was the only living being whose company she
really enjoyed. She liked his sleek silence, his air of com
plete indifference to the world. He followed her about
everywhere.
She washed the Rockingham china and lovingly put it
away. Then she returned to the drawingroom and gave
herself up to a rehearsal in her mind of her plans for the
evening.
They were exquisitely simple, iter husband would
enter the house at exactly halfpast six, as he always did.
At a quarter to seven she would ask him, as she not
infrequently did, to go down to the cellar and bring up a
bottle of beer to drink with his evening meal. The only
difference between this and previous journeys of the same
nature lay in the fact that Mr. Brophering would not reach
the bottom of the cellar steps alive.
High above those steps there was a wide shelf, and
on that shelf, just above the bottom step there stood a tin
trunk, full of oldfashioned family silver.
The trunk had been dusted that morning by Mrs.
Grigsby, the daily woman, from a step ladder on the cellar
floor. She had pulled it away from the wall in order to
dust behind it, and would swear that, having dusted, she
had pushed it back again.
And so she had.
It was Mrs. Brophering who, after Mrs. Grigsby's
departure had so balanced it on the edge of the shelf that
the lightest touch would bring it down. That touch would
be supplied by Mr. Brophering, as soon as his person came
into contact with the thin but strong cord slanting across
his path, invisible on the illlit stairway.
The trunk was heavy enough to split the skull of a
rhinoceros, let alone the thinly covered head of Wilfrid
Brophering. For his bereaved wife to remove the telltale
cord before telephoning the doctor would be the work of a
moment.
It was twenty minutes past six. In another ten minutes
he would be home. She would have a last look at the
apparatus of death. Rising, she walked in leisurely fashion
across the room, passed through the hall and opened the
door at the top of the cellar steps.
Yes, everything was in order. The light on the steps
was very dim, coming only from the hall behind and from
the little window in the cellar itself, which was round the
corner at the bottom. The cord was invisible.
As for the trunk itself, you could hardly distinquish it
in the shadows up by the ceiling. You certainly couldn't
tell that it wasn't in its usual position.
Mrs. Brophering closed the door and went back into the
drawingroom. When the front gate clicked she was sitting
at her ease, some sewing in her lap.
Wilfrid Brophering, a dry tired man, came into the
room with an anxious peering look on his face. He always
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wore that look when he first arrived home, until he dis
covered whether she was in one of her moods; those moods
in which silent depression alternated with fits of raging
anger over nothing at all. She smiled at him, and the
anxious expression disappeared at once from his face. He
crossed the room and kissed her.

a touch would bring it over. And she made me go down
there. It's as clear as daylight.

" Well, dear," he said, sitting down in his chair, " had
a good day ? "

" Yes, she must have shut him in by mistake. He
follows her about everywhere. And he missed it going
down, but hit it coming up. What ? Yes, of course, the
cat got clear. Cats always do.

" Yes, thank you, dear," answered Mrs. Brophering
pleasantly, and for the next quarter of an hour, like any
other married couple, they exchanged accounts of the day's
doings. At length he glanced at the clock.
" I must go and wash," he remarked.
" Yes, do dear," she said encouragingly. " I'll be
getting supper ready. But just before you go, would you
go down to the cellar and bring up a bottle of beer ? "
Mr. Brophering appeared to consider this request for
a few moments. Then—
" You know," he said, " I'm not at all sure I'll have any
beer. I've been getting a bit of indigestion in the evening,
and I've an idea it's that."
"Then I shouldn't have any.
glass."
" You ?

But I think I'd like a

" I tell you if that cat hadn't come bounding up the
stairs when I opened the door, 1 should be as dead as
mutton at this moment. He collided with the cord and
brought the thing down.

" But you do agree now, don't you, doctor ? " added
Mr. Brophering urgently. " After this—my wife must be
certified ? "
(World Copyright.

London Express Service.)
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Mrs. Brophering smiled.
" Yes, I do dear," she replied gently. " You've for
gotten. 1 had a glass on Sunday at lunch. I rather
enjoyed it. And I feel 1 should like some tonight."
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He shook his head.
" I shouldn't if I were you. Lunch is different. Beer's
heavy stuff at night. Why not have a glass of sherry
instead '? It'll buck you up and give you an appetite. We've
got some left."
He stood up. The sherry was in the diningroom, not
the cellar, and in another moment he'd be off to get it.
The issue must be forced, and no one knew better than
Mrs. Brophering how to force it. She stamped her loot.
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" Will you stop arguing ? " she exclaimed angrily. " I
want a glass of beer for supper. Go and get it ! "
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Over his face, like a mask came the tense, wary look
she knew so well. Without a word he hurried out of the
room. Ten seconds later it was all over.

34 SACKVILLE ST., LONDON

After that one thunderous crash the house was deeply
silent. For a while she sat quite still, savouring her triumph.
She was alone, as she ought to be, as she had always longed
to be.
At length she stood up. It wouldn't do to wait too
long: someone might call unexpectedly. She must hurry
and get that cord out of the way. Then the telephone call,
suitably distressed, to the doctor.
The trunk lay on its side at the bottom of the cellar
steps. The lid had burst open and the contents were flung
all over the floor. There was nothing else at all. And as
Mrs. Brophering stood staring, her husband, whitefaced,
was telephoning from behind the locked door of their bed
room.
" . . . A cord, with one end attached to that heavy
great box. Must have been poised right on the edge, so that
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AVING made an unsuccessful application to the
War House to have the Territorial Annual Training
Camp postponed on account of our first Saturday in
June falling smack in the middle of it, and thus forbidding
us the use of the Drill Hall Club Room for the evening,
we made arrangements to gather round the fountain at the
nearest hostelry, "The Kent House Tavern."
We met in the " fouralebar "—most inappropriate you
may think for respectable young men of Kent, but, as it
happened we took the advice of the natives, and were
rewarded by the use (almost exclusive, there being some 14
of us !) of a comfortable bar, a piano, and an accomplished
pianist who ministered to our slightest wish.
Needless to tell of the fun that followed—everybody
knows (surely) the results of the combination of music,
beer and good company. We had a most successful even
ing, although our Alex had to remain on the waggon. He
had his car with him. and having a clean licence, intended
it to remain so. However, several of us piled on to the
Juggernaut at closing time and were dropped off within
yards of our destination, much to the financial loss of
London Transport.
The T.A. being at Camp, we were several usual faces
short, but as usual, the bush telegraph got weaving and
No. 1 replacement was a complete surprise. It was Alf
Webb, onetime Drums at Penge and later 10 PI. Sgt. of
the Coy. Alf lives locally, and it is surprising that we
haven't bumped into him before. He assures us, however,
that he intends to pay us a visit more often in future.
Another whom we hadn't seen for some considerable
time was Bill Watts (Dilly Dots), our wild Irish P.M.O.
He also lives locally, but his work keeps him away at the
very time we want to see him. Whilst we are at play. Bill
is at work !
Sid Smith (another drummer) was also one of the
number makeruppers, though brother Alf was on duty.
An exceedingly enjoyable evening !
It was pleasing to get " The Q.O.G." so early in the
month and the list of members of the various Branches
should prove interesting. For the records, we should like
to push our chest out a bit and remark that of the names
so far published, 17 of our members (including two
honoraries) were also members of the London Branch, and
one a member of Shorncliffe. We are awaiting the next
list with great interest.
By the time this appears in print the 13th Annual
Reunion at Maidstone will be over. Quite 20 of our number
will be there amongst the Branches and we know they will
have had a wonderful time. Here's hoping everybody else
will enjoy themselves thoroughly on this day.
" Nightingale,"

I

T is with much regret that members are informed that
the Rev. Basil W. B. Matthews, Vicar of St. Laurence
Church, Catford, and Padre of our Association, has
resigned from his living after twelve years devoted service.
He is moving to the country for a year or two of peace and
quiet.
In a letter to your Hon. Secretary, he says, "Not the
least among my many regrets at leaving here is that it
means the severance of my official connection with the
Association, which is one I have always felt to be a great
honour and a great pleasure. You have all bee.i so very
kind and friendly to me, and I always felt, because of that,
that I really ' belonged.' "
One's mind goes back to the many Remembrance
Sunday Services held in St. Laurence, to the Memorial Ser
vice to our late Colonel and to the one held for the dedica
tion of the Plaque to his memory—how much we appreci
ated the solemnity and dignity of these occasions, due
entirely to the sincerity and friendliness of our Padre.
We wish him happiness in his retirement and trust he
will be soon restored to good health.
Alec Mee, an original member of the Bn. and the
Association, who unfortunately has very bad health in
these days, recently stated that the only contact he now has
with his old comrades is through the interesting columns of
"The Queen's Own Gazette." It is good to know that the
efforts of those responsible for producing one of the best
Service periodicals are so much appreciated.
There may be others, like Alec, who are prevented
from attending our functions and should members know
of any of our friends placed in a similar position, they may
like to make them a present of an annual subscription to
" The Gazette."
Memories of July, 1917. "Bow" Headquarters in a
sap in the Canal Bank just beyond the White Chateau
grounds. Oblique Trench. Hollebeke. Many decorations
were won in this action. Our losses, large though they
were, were still further increased by exhaustion and trench
feet. The casualties were 37 killed, 248 wounded and 54
missing. Our Bn. had added a glorious page to the annals
of the Regiment, but at what a cost.
L.W.D.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

T

HE first Annual General Meeting of the Branch was
held on Wednesday, 13th June, 1951, at the Ravens
bourne Trust House, Catford. S.E.6, and was very
successful.
Mr. S. J. Terry, the Chairman, opened proceedings by
giving an account of the activities and progress of the
Branch during the year, paying "tribute to the Committee
for its good work and thanked members for their loyal
support. Special mention was made of the Hon. Secretary
and Hon. Treasurer (Mr. J. T. Saunders) for the hard work
they had put in, and Capt. R. Maltby, M.C., was especially
thanked for his valuable help in so many ways during the
early difficult days of the Branch. He hoped that all
members would continue to give their support and to
encourage those who were falling off to come along again.
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Mr. Saunders reported on the financial position, which
was fairly satisfactory. It was proposed by Mr. W. J.
Napier, D.C.M., and seconded by Mr. R. F. Wilks that the
annual accounts be approved.
This was agreed on.
The Chairman reported that he hoped to be able to
announce shortly the Branch would have a President. A
very wellknown officer had been approached and it was
hoped that he would accept, which will give much pleasure
to all.
The question of Rules was discussed and was agreed
that a committee should be formed which would go into
action directly the Rules governing Branches was received
from the parent Association.
It was agreed that auditors be appointed from mem
bers not on the committee.
Alderman W. Tomer, M.M., proposed that Mr. S.
Terry be asked to remain Chairman for the year, Mr. L.
Lake seconded the motion, which was approved with
hearty applause.
Sid had done a grand job for the Branch and wc afl
are most grateful for his splendid leadership. Well done
Sid !
The Chairman then proposed that the Hon. Secretary,
Mr. S. Knight, and the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. J. T. Saunders,
continue in office, stating that they deserved the thanks of
all members for their efforts and hoped that they would
carry on the good work.
They both agreed, which was greeted by warm
applause.
" Dick " Hale indicated that he did not wish to be
nominated for the Committtee, a fact which I sincerely
regret, for " Dicky" had given the Branch helpful and
willing service. Mr. R. Fielder was elected to the vacancy,
and on a vote, Mr. W. J. Napier, D.C.M., was elected Vice
Chairman.
He received 11 votes to Alderman W.
Toomer's nine.
Hard luck. Bill, better luck next time I hope.
Messrs. L. Clarke and A. Cameron were reelected
to the Committee, whilst Mr. Saunders was elected Leader
of the Entertainments Committee, together with Mrs.
Fielder, Mrs. Lake and Mr. H. Lake.
It was agreed that the (Branch should start up a
Banner Fund without delay.
A generous member had presented the Chairman with
a £1 note recently, but desired to keep his name secret.
A very nice gesture came from Mr. Len Remfrey, who
stated that assistance to the Fund will come from the
London Branch on the occasion of its Social in September,
when certain proceeds will be devoted to Catford. This
was much appreciated and warmly applauded.
No doubt other Branches may well wish to assist the
Branch in this effort, any such help will be gratefully
acknowledged.
The Chairman welcomed new members, Messrs. L. W.
Satchel I and France, to the Branch, hoping that they would
enjoy the comradeship of its members.
Final details were completed for the Coach Outing to
Dymchurch on Sunday, 24th June, and for the Reunion at
Maidstone on the 15th July. Good weather and good
fellowship is anticipated.
The meeting ended at 9.45 p.m. It seemed to me that
everyone present enjoyed it—not usual at such affairs—and
it gave me much pleasure to notice keen interest in the
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proceedings, which should ensure even progress in the
future.
" Med " was unfortunately absent owing to his duties;
we missed him very much.
In conclusion, I wish to thank all members for making
the Catford Branch possible.
Best wishes to all Branches.
" Ravensbourne."
*

*

*

The Coach Outing to Dymchurch, on Sunday, 24th
June, 1951. was a very happy one, in spite of cloudy skies
and a cold wind. Led by the Chairman, Sid Terry, the
party, which consisted of members, their wives, children
and friends, left Catford prompt to time at 9.15.
One member was ragged because he carried a rain
coat, but more about that later.
By the time the open country had been reached, the
Entertainments considered it time to go into action, and
very successful, too, was the effort, for a very useful sum
of money was added to the Branch Funds. (Badly needed.)
Incidentally,
the
Committee
was
accused
of
"wangling" the draw for the prizes, but it seemed to be
very strange that history was almost repeated, but on this
occasion the prize won was returned by the "unlucky"
member, who proved to be one of the officials of the Club.
Passing through Maidstone we aierted the town by
singing the Regimental March, words of which are not in
the " book." Well, like MacArthur, " we will return "
there on the 15th. Lenham was the scene of a halt, where
tea and wads, etc. (and ice cream) were enjoyed.
George Ballard and others wandered around a bit and
watched the bellringers doing their duty at the old village
church.
On we went and, strange to relate, arrived at Dym
church just after noon.
Well, you know what 1 mean, but I thought it to be a
very good piece of timing, for it was not long before most
were enjoying a " pint."
Alter lunch the party split up; some rested in chairs
on the sea wall—1 did not envy them, for a keen wind
came in from the sea very strongly, whilst the sun hid itself
behind ugly clouds; others went walking and then " down
came the rain," to quote an office poet, and this is where
the owner of the raincoat scored, whilst dear old " Nap "
(exR.S.M. W. J. Napier), the chap who did the ragging
earlier in the day, "sheltered" under the "News of the
World" and " Sunday Dispatch," and didn't he need a
comb afterwards !
Hard luck, " Nap," old boy ! The
rain drove most to the coach for shelter, but by teatime it
eased up and we proceeded to the " high tea " arranged by
our " Sid," who was in great form and kept the children
highly amused by his antics.
The sun at last broke through the clouds, which was
celebrated by a game of " rounders " on the beach, which
was not played as per rules, for there were some very
strange happenings which caused much fun and laughter.
We departed at 6.30 and soon started a singsong, when
all the old and new favourites were lustily enjoyed, and
some repeated many times.
Tom Saver found great pleasure in inviting the children
to sing a song, after which he presented them with a stick
of rock or a bag of sweets. Some of the older " children "
participated in his generosity, which was highly appreciated.
He with Harry. Lake, Len Clarke and " Sid " kept the party
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alive in various efforts and some of the ladies nobly
assisted.
Halfway came and we joined in the struggle at the
bar to get refreshments, mostly in pint pots, which went
down very well and eased the outraged vocal chords.
On we went, refreshed and quite happy, and to the
end of the journey kept up our singing efforts. Catford
was reached at 10.5 p.m. and we dispersed with hearty
handshakes and farewells.
A thoroughly enjoyable outing in spite of the weather,
and we all thank the Committee for arranging it, especially
" Sid" Terry, who arranged and managed everything,
which was very successful. Congratulations, Sidney !
Keep the Catford flag at the top mast.
" Ravensbourne."

CHATHAM BRANCH

T

HE monthly meeting, held at the Drill Hall, Chatham,
on June 4th, was well attended, 24 members were
present, including the President, Maj. R. W. Brothers,
Joe Wright (Secretary and Treasurer), Maj. H. M. Smith,
Alf Tapp, M.C'., Tommo and G. Lyons.
The Chairman, Mr. C. J. Williams, opened the meeting
at 7.57 p.m., extending a welcome to Alf Tapp, after; his
recent illness, and to W. Williams, an old member of the
Branch who had returned to the fold after a number pf
years' absence.
Apologies were received from Messrs. Samson, Miskin.
and Wiekham, M.M.
Minutes of 7th May were read and confirmed.
Treasurer's Report was submitted and approved. Corres
pondence was read from Frank Sutton, who is still working
hard in Canada; from H.Q. re the formation of a Guernsey
Branch (Good luck, Guernsey, and best wishes from us
ali at Chatham); from Gillingham British Legion re Com
memoration Service on June 17th; from H.Q. re publica
tion of list of members in " Q.O.G.", also re candidates for
W.D. Police.
London Branch announced a Festival Social on
September 8th, which met with no response owing to a
number of difficulties. There are still a few seats available ,
for the Branch Outing to Eastbourne on August 12th—
adult, 8/; children, 5/. All fare must be paid by July 2nd.
The President expressed thanks to the Branch for the
kind Wishes conveyed to him; he was pleased to be with
the boys again and to see such a good attendance in spite
of an ideal summer's evening. He was pleased to see
W. Williams again for the first time since 1939. He hoped
all would enjoy the Annual Reunion and the Branch Outing
and that both functions would <be well attended. He
learned that Mr. Pilkington was leaving for Canada on
July 16th by air and the good wishes of the Branch were
conveyed.
The booby prize was won by A. S. Smith.
Tommo apologised for past absences.
The meeting closed at 8.52 p.m. and a chinwag
ensued.
Next meeting 2nd July.
*

*



The monthly meeting, held on July 2nd resulted in a
fairly good attendance. The Chairman, Mr. C. J. Williams,
welcomed the members present.

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs.
J. Munden, H. Wilkins, G. Lyons, Kennett,. Stonham,
Higbid and Samson. A letter was read from Maj. R. W.
Brothers. The Branch regrets that the President is suffer
ing with eye trouble and hopes for early recovery were
expressed.
Minutes of 4th June were read and confirmed. Joe
Wright submitted the Statement of Accounts which was
unanimously approved.
Frank Sutton continues well and sends regards to all.
Another of our members is going to Canada this month
(Mr. Pilkington). The Branch wishes godspeed and every
success in his new sphere.
J. Wright reported on the British Legion Remembrance
Service at Gillingham. It was regretted that the Standard
was unavoidably absent. The suggestion that a Deputy
Standard Bearer be appointed resulted in Mr. A. S. Smith
being elected. The Branch Outing on August 12th was
fully booked and final arrangements made.
The booby prize was won by Mr. Bilney.
Next meeting, August 13th.
,
At the close of the meeting, Joe Wright introduced a
quiz " swindle " and set everyone guessing. What does the
parcel contain ? (Id. per guess.) Someone guessed right—
rhubarb. Weight of parcel ? (Pennies on the drum.)
Circumference at thickest end ? (Id.) Length of sticks ?
(Id.) All in fun, but helped the funds.
G. H. Anchors,

Branch Correspondent.

LONDON BRANCH
FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN REUNION
ESTIVAL OF BRITAIN REUNION, will take place
on Saturday, 8th September, 1951, at the Bridge
House Hotel, London Bridge, from 7 till 11.30 p.m.
Teddy Morter's Dance Band will be in attendance, also
a running buffet.
Tickets, 8/ per head, Fully licensed bars till 11 p.m.
Cheap and late trains to all parts of Kent.
Applications for tickets with remittance should be
forwarded to Mr. W. A. Cole, 23, Hertford Street, London,
W.I., not later than 25th August, 1951.
Bring your wives and friends.

F

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

W

E are now all set and waiting for the 13th Annual
Reunion, which is due on 15th July. The
Branch Committee have had their meeting and
made the necessary arrangements for entertainment during
the afternoon. As an innovation it is hoped to be able to
run an InterBranch Shooting Match, with teams of four,
during the afternoon. The weather is more settled now
and we hope that it will be usual "Reunion" sunshine
on the day..
,
We held our usual monthly meeting on 15th June
and was very pleased to have with us a Mr. E. S. Carter,
who had journeyed from S. Wales to hear what we had to
say and do. ,He gave us a sample of his entertainment in
the Mess following the meeting. It was reported that our
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sweepstake on " The Festival of Britain Race" for the
King George and Queen Elizabeth Stakes was receiving
good support and it was anticipated that all tickets would
be sold. At the time of going to press it appears that not
more than 20 horses will start in the race. This informa
tion has somewhat relieved the Committee, who were
beginning to visulize some money from the Branch Funds
to make good the prizes. Our cricket team for the Annual
Match versus the Royal Naval Association was also
selected. This match took place at the Barracks on Sun
day. 17th June, in good weather. We fielded a very good
team composed of ten past and one present member (the
R.S.M.) and having won the toss under the captaincy of
Fred Farrington, our team amid encouraging applause took
the field.
Our hopes soon fell as our No. 2 batsman,
E. Harris was clean bowled in the second over. Fred
Grant then came in and partnered Jem Sergison and the
score mounted steadily until Fred Grant had the mis
fortune to hit his wicket. It had been a sound partnership
as the telegraph read 54 for two, last man 12. Fred
Farrington (captain) then put on ten quick runs before he
lost his wicket, being caught. Immediately something went
wrong, the sailors having changed their bowling, managed
to get four wickets quickly and we had six down for 66.
Mr. Bray was able to stem the flow with a valuable 17 not
out, and assisted by R.S.M. Hayley and Mr. Rich, the score
closed at 95. Quite a useful total. The sailors started
reasonably well, their opening pair putting on 15 before we
got a wicket, and tea was taken. We all had an enjoyable
little tea party, it was estimated that about 70 or 80 players
and their guests took tea. This brought about the sailors
downfall for Fred Farrington was right on form with the
ball and secured five wickets for nine, Fred Grant got three
for 13 and Mr. Bray had the other two for nothing, and the
sailors were all out for 30, giving us a convincing win.
Following the match, at the invitation of the R.S.M., we
adjourned to the Sgts'. Mess and spent a very pleasant
social evening together. We are due to play them again on
the 29th July and. of course, with this win in hand we have
nothing to fear and the sailors will have to look around for
some more talent.
The next Sunday, the 24th. seemed to be on us in no
time for it had been aranged to run a coach to Ramsgate.
Having issued the necessary detail, the whole party turned
up sharp on time. The bottles of " pop " on board, fruit and
sweets for the kiddies, a happy party started off in good
weather. The run down went very smoothly and the
kiddies really enjoyed it, in fact, 1 think we all did. We
intended to pull in at a halfway house, but found on
arrival the place chockablock with coach parties; we
decided to carry on and eventually arrived at Ramsgate
Harbour about 11.0 a.m. (in good time). Scouts immediately
went forward with crate of " pops " for the beach and to
secure a place on the beach; with dcckchairs we soon
settled down for a pleasant sit in the sunshine. Those who
felt like it strolled off to have a cooling drink and walk
around. The Secretary carried out a recce, and found the
restaurant where it had been arranged to have high tea.
He was so pleased with it he stayed for lunch, as did one or
two others. It was really a firstclass place and quiet.
Following lunch (nothing to do with the opening and closing
hours) we all rejoined our party on the beach, where we
had our own entertainer with an accordion and games were
laid on impromptu with the kiddies, including rounders,
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etc., ending with a handicap race. All eagerly lined up
for this and the elders did their stuff in setting the handi
caps and they were soon off scrambling all over the place.
No record was made of the actual winner, but all com
petitiors received a bag of delicious toffees and some " pop."
It was found after distributing the kiddies' prizes
there were still some left and a ladies' race was put on.
This caused great fun and very keen competition. Again
no record was made who won. but I'm sure Mrs. Hastie
did not, for halfway down the track she came a " cropper "
and " bit the sand." With more music, the afternoon whiled
slowly away. Unfortunately, the sea was rough and bath
ing was not permitted. To keep the party interested it was
decided to run an old soldiers' race for a couple of bottles
of ale. This was supervised by the ladies and the Hon.
Secretary worked them a flanker by not lining up, but run
ning in from a flank and secured both first and second prizes,
much to the disappointment of all the other thirsty bods.
It was all good fun and they all had a sip from the bottle
through a straw. This seemed to satisfy all. It was now
getting on towards teatime and with a few more tunes and
rounders, we began to make our way to the " Ambassadeur
Restaurant," where, thanks to the arrangements kindly
made by Maj. J. T. Leigh, we all sat down to enjoy an
excellent tea of plaice and chips, bread, butter, cake, ice
cream and tea. Everybody was most complimentary about
the arrangements made and were now beginning to think of
getting back home. They still had and hour or so for a final
look round. Getting on for 7 p.m. we had all gathered
ready to embus. We soon had our entertainer playing
popular tunes and the majority joining in songs. To make
things more interesting the driver came back a different
route and we did not stop until we arrived at Harrietsham
about ten miles from home. Here we called in the local
to have our final drinks before departing on our various
ways on return. There were many suggestions that we might
arrange another outing before the end of the summer, but
that is another story.
Having got over the effects of the outing to Ramsgate,
the Hon. Sec. came to and realised that on the following
Sunday, 1st July, a very important cricket fixture had been
laid on and our team had not been selected. This was
soon put right by sending out the usual notice of our
monthy meeting and reminding all concerned that our
Annual Match versus the Regimental Depot was due to
commence at 2.30 p.m. on 1st July, tea laid on for both
players and guests. Reports had seeped through that the
Regimental Depot have a vastly superior team than in past
years, this caused us some concern. However, as it was
decided that the team would be selected on the ground, we
could not do very much about it except rely on our
cricketers to turn up. On having a rollcall at 2.30 p.m.
on 1st July, it was found that the Past and Present could
only muster seven recognised players. The Hon. Sec. (who
normally captains the Regimental Depot team) cast his lot
with the Past and Present, compelling the Regimental
Depot to play Maj. Keenlyside in their team. So with
eight and three standbys, Fred Farrington again won the
toss and elected to bat, hoping that one or two more players
might arrive. The Regimental Depot took the field full of
confidence that they were on something easy, and I must
confess at the end of the third over, with our score at 10
for three, it certainly looked like a complete rout for our
team. Fred Farrington once again stepped into the breach.
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and with Mr. Bray, curbed the Depot bowling until Mr.
Bray was caught for a very useful 29. Mr. Sedge (Jnr.)
(first time out for our team) followed and the score soon
went to 90, when he also was caught. However, we were
beginning to feel more than satisfied with our efforts and
were getting ready to announce the 100, when Fred
Farrington was unexpectedly bowled by Pte. Barker for
31. The Hon. Sec. and Fred Grant were then at the wicket
and with the score at 95, the Secretary was bowled for a
duck soon followed by Fred Grant. Tom Slater was
stumped for one and the team out for 96. Very
satisfactory.
We had a fair bowling side and were beginning to feel
confident we could pull the match off but the opening pair
were fairly set when tea was taken. Again quite a goodly
crowd had arrived by this time and about 70 took tea.
Soon afterwards Mr. Sedge managed to get Cpl. Bracher
l.b.w. for 11 and Pte. Beer was bowled by Jim Sergison for
eight; 35 for two. Pte. Lewis then partnered Pte. Barker
(who was in good form with the bat) and the score rose to
50. Fred Farrington had been bowling well, having had
only two runs scored off his first three overs, but with the
last two balls of his third, he managed to get Pte. Lewis
and R.S.M. Hayley (who got a duck) clean bowled. Our
tails were up and we quite expected Maj. Keenlyside to
come in at this stage, but that was not so; perhaps he felt
his men were quite capable of obtaining the necessary runs.
Here followed sensational cricket. Fred Farrington was
practicably unplayable, having secured a hattrick by getting
Cpl. Taylor bowled with the first ball of his next over.
He went one better by bowling L/Cpl. Weller with the
third ball. Six wickets down for 54; Pte. Barker was still
there since the opening of the innings. Xt 71, however,
when he was trying to farm the bowling he was smartly
run out, but we still had some reasonable bats, apart from
Maj. Keenlyside, to come in. Fred Farrington maintained
his form with the ball and in his seventh over he secured
two more victims and a wicket maiden. With the score at
76 for nine, Maj. Keenlyside came to the crease hoping,
no doubt to be the saviour of his side. L/Cpl. Astley at
the other end is quite useful and could'hold his end up,
and the score mounted rapidly. The C.O. had 15 on the
score sheet, including three fours, and it looked as if he
had planned wisely and would, in fact, win the game.
Having clouted Fred Farrington for the first four off his
bowling during the match, he played back to the fifth ball,
which, to our delight, he edged into his wicket, and with
rousing hand clapping we came off the field worthy winners.
Much of our victory was due to the steady play both
batting and bowling of Fred Farrington, who scored 31
runs and secured seven wickets for 16—a very fine feat
under the circumstances. The whole team fielded well
throughout. No doubt the Regimental Depot will not let
that state of affairs remain and will set out to avenge their
defeat when we next meet on 9th September, following the
Regimental Anniversary Dance (Sevastopol, 8th September,
1855).
Once again I have to end our notes on a sad one. News
was received early in July that Capt. A. C. H. Thomas, who
has been a member and onetime Chairman of our Branch,
passed away and was laid to rest in Hunton Churchyard on
Wednesday, 4th Jiily, 1951. The Association was repre
sented by Lt.Col. A. Howe and Mr. C. T. Stringer. The
Regimental Depot provided a bugler to sound " Last Post"

and " Reveille," giving a fitting tribute to a loyal member.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to his relatives in their
loss.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
29th July.—Cricket v. Royal Naval Assn., 2.30 p.m.
18th August.—Monthly Meeting, 7.45 p.m. Sgts'. Mess.
8th September.—Anniversary Dance, 8.0 till 12 mdt.
9th September.—Cricket v. The Regimental Depot,
2.30 p.m.

SHORNCLIFFE BRANCH
\

M

ANY moons have passed since I last got down to
" Buster " correspondence, the last time being for
2nd Bn. Signals, in '34. Now here we go with
some news from the Shorncliffe and District Branch.
At long last we are getting on our feet, membership
is increasing and we are now getting cracking on the
miniature range. Social activities have been nil for some
considerable time, owing to the bad weather and our
members being so far flung in this area, but we hope to
arranged something during the summer months.
In February, we had great pleasure in welcoming Col.
Chitty as President of our Branch. He is still the same as
we all knew him in the old 1st and 2nd Bns., with the old
vigour and ability to get everyone interested and to " have
a go " himself. The Branch has certainly shown new life
since he honoured us with his presence and we hope that
his stay with us will be long and happy. (All members
have now passed the Swimming Test.)
Since our last entry in "The Q.O.G.", our Head
quarters have been transferred from the Regimental Room,
Ross Barracks, to "The FleurdeLis," Sandgate. Should
any old friends be spending their holiday in the Folkestone
area, we would welcome them at our meetings which are
held at the above addresr. on the last Friday each month
at 7.45 p.m. We were pleased to meet so many old friends
at the farewell parade at Shorncliffe on 10th January.
Items of interest.—Three of our members are serving
with the local R.A.S.C. (T.A.) Unit—Pope, Murphy
(accordion) and myself. Mr. Vinson is teaching at the local
school; Bob Shilling is still driving a " Yellow Peril";
" Sticks " is still the same length; and the two Popes are
likely to be back on " Jankers " any minute !
More next month.
"Tanky" Edwards.
4

Said the dresser to the actress: " There's a gentleman
at the door who insists on coming in."
" Did you ask for his card ? " inquired the star.
" Yes, but he only laughed and tried to kiss me."
" Oh, let him in," said the actress, " That's my
husband."
*

*

*

American Tourist (watching Vesuvius in eruption):
" Ge whiz, but I guess that little show reminds me right
now of old man Satan's place."
English Tourist: " Jove ! but you Americans seem to
have been everywhere."
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LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Names
Appointments
Brounlie. C. A. de B„ M.C.
Talbot n. E. B.. D.S.O., M.C.
Depot, R.W.K. (Holdee).
MAJORS
BoothTucker. J. M. D
Heygate, E. S., M.C
Martyn, A
Andrews. D. H., M.C
Jackson. L. P. W
Elliott, G. G.. D.S.O.
..

(T/Lt.Col.) 214 Group H.Q.. R.P.C.,
Hamburg Transit Unit. B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) 4/R.W.K.
.. (T/Col.) U.S. Command and Staff
College, U.S.A.
Brooke, H. J. S., O.B.E
(T/Lt.Col.) A. A. G. Western Comd.
Hazelton, B. E„ D.S.O., M.C.
Depot. R.W.K. (Holdee).
Fawcett, G. P
l/R.W.K.
Spurr, E. C
1/R.W.K.
Stoneham, B. J. R
Standing President C.M., H.Q.. H.C.D.
Keenlyside, C. H
Depot, R.W K.
Moss. R. E
2/K.A.R., E. Africa.
Fyler. A. R
(T/Lt.Col.) H.Q. Land Forces
Hong Kong.
Buckle, P. C. M
1/R.W.K.
Flint. A. J. M., M.B.E
1/R.W.K.
Crook, P. E., O.B.E.
..
. . 1/R.W.K.
Read. M. R., M.C.
..
.. Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Butler, R„ M.B.E., M.C
H.C. Bde., Depot.
Stanyon, T. T. W
Grn. Adjt. Gibraltar.
Grove, M. R, L., M.C
M.A., Paris.
Jackson, D. W
(T/Lt.Col.) 1/Para. Regt,
Thomas, R. C. W., O.B.E.
.. Commonwealth Div., Korea.
Bailey, J. D. B. ..
..
.. Melbourne. Australia.
Archer, M. G. M., M.C
Middle East—Centre of Arab Studies.
Rickcord, M. B
1/R.W.K.
Turner, P. R. H
1/R.F., B.A.O.R.
Dowse. R. K.
1/Middlesex.
Gwilliam. D. H
R.A.F. Staff College.
Faulkner, D. O
Mons, O.C. Sch.
CAPTAINS
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring, H. B. H. ..
Eason, J. A., T.D.
Brock, J. H., T.D. ..
Eigood. P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplln, W. C. D.
Weymouth, G. U., M.B
Dover. V., M.C.
Clarke, H. W.
White, R. K.,
Willis, C. F.
Roper, I. H.. M.C. ..
Monckton, D., M.C., T
Scull. D. S
Macmillan, 1. A.
Woodman, E. G.. Af.C.
Hunting. K. M.
Butke, R. A., Af.C.
Henning. P.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose. W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmillan. H. A,
Blum, D. E
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.

..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
.. \
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..

Adjt. S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
(T/Maj.) B.M., 133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
1/Nigeria Rgt., W.A.
(T/Maj.) Mons. O.C. Sch.
(T/Maj.) Staff College.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
H.C. Bde.. Depot.
1/R.W.K.
2/3 (K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
1/Sierra Leone Regt., W.A.
H.Q. SubArea, Nairobi.
4/R.W.K.
12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt., T.A.
Min. of Supply.
Depot R.W.K.
Staff College.
1/R.W.K.
O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
Att. C.O.D., Ashford.
1/R.W.K.
Grn. Adjt. Nairobi SubArea.
1/R.W.K.
Eaton Hall. O.C. Sch.
G.S.O. Ill H.C. Dist.
1/Para. Regt.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.

LIEUTENANTS
Osborne. E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.
Clarke, C. S.
Campbell, D P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K. ..
Fletcher. J. S.
Goodwin. P. J.
Norton. J. D.
Lygo, j. R

.. H.Q. Inf. Bde, F.A.R.E.L.F.
.. (T Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
.. G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
.. IT/Capt.) A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. Malayan Basic T.C.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
MAJORS
Names
Thrift, K. G.. O.B.E. ..
Allen. R. H. D.. ilf.C., T.D.

Pond, B. A.. M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E„ M.M.
Blake, A. G., M.B.E.

..
..
..
..
..

1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTERS
.. (Major) Depot.
.. (Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
.. (Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M.. B.A.O.R.
D.A.D.P.R., B.A.O.R.

CAPTAINS
Trumper, J. M. S. W
Thornton, A. S.
Grimshaw, W.
Russell. H. C.. M.C.. D.C
Holman, L. J.
Marsh, H. W.
De Havilland, V.
Miller, D. S.
Douris, I. A.
Bell. T. D.
Evans. E. A.
Desmond, M. F.
Galilee, R. J., Af.C
Mugford, N. D.
Huckle, G. S.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
BrooksHarrington, E. W
Mannering. L. A.
Carr, A. S. A.
Deed, E. A. ..
Gibbons. A. ..
Mott. D. H.. M.M.
Jones, F. J,

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Rgt.
P. & E.E., Pendine
(T/Maj.) Depot R.W.K. (Holdee).
B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) Army Ops. Research Op
Grn. Adm. Unit Celle, B.A.O.R.
H.Q., S.P.S,
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Autobahn Control Unit. B.A.O.R.
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
S Capt. A. Fd. Records.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
S/Capt. War Office Q6.
S/Capt. A.G.3 (a) War Office.
S.P. Establishment.
Depot R.W.K. (Holdee).
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
Att. War Office.
1/R.W.K.
Ass. Camp Comdt.. B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.,
S Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
LIEUTENANTS
B.A.O.R. 4.
H.Q. Bn., S.II.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
Depot & Trg. Est. R.M.P.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
(T/Capt.) P.S.S. Lingfleld.
4/Malay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) A.P.I.U. (U.K.).
1/R.W.K.
Wessex G.T.C.
H.C. Bde.. Depot.
101 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.. B.A.O.R.
(2/Lt.). 1/R.W.K.

Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield. A. P.
McDowell, P. B.
Abplanalp. V. C.
Kllwood. K. S.
Allberry, R. p.
Davis, B. A. ..
Dinsdale, J. W.
Waters, B. O. H.
Allen, W. D.
Scouller. J. A.
Marshall. E. J.
Trevett, A. F.

Watts, A. E., M.B.E.
Cook, E. S

QUARTERMASTERS
T.D.
.. (Major) H.C.G.T.C.
. . 1 ( H . Y . ) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash,

W., M.B.E., T.D.

I.IEUTENANTCOLONEL
Jackson, L. F. W.
MAJORS
Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Bird, C. W. L., T.D.
Coombes, A. H., T.D.

Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Stocker. J. D., M.C., T.D.
Coath, T. C.
CAPTAINS

Roper. I. H.. M.C. (Adjt.).
Ford. A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood. D. W. J.
Bobby, J.
LIEUTENANTS
Pennells, H. D. A.

CalverJones, J.
Hall, p. R.

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P. .
Stock, P. R. ..
Leigh, P. S
Howlett, G. H. W.

..
.

2ND LIEUTENANTS
Baker, L. B. C.
Duggan, H. R.

Nash, W. M. K.

QUARTERMASTER
Blake, A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
Leys, C. T. (2/Lieut.).
Hawkins. H. C. A. (2/Lt.).

Maclay, J. N. (2/Lieut.).
Evans, C. M. (2/Lt.).
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Social and Personal

^Editorial

A

T the time of going to press our Editor is on a well
deserved holiday in the Lake District with his
family. We feel sure our readers will join with us
in wishing them a very pleasant time.
*

*

*

Our mailbag has diminished considerably since the
close of the social season, and we are now busy in the pro
cess of squaringup and repairing the ravages in the filing
system.
Tn legal phraseology, " from information received " we
think we can say that all the social events of 1951 attained
the high standard of success of previous years. Consider
ing the fact that the Regular Battalion was overseas, the
total attending the Regimental Dinner exceeded expecta
tions and was within a few of last year's record attendance.
*

*
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*

We apologise this month for the brevity of our
" Social and Personal " column, and take this opportunity
of reminding our subscribers that news of their personal
activities is always welcome, and indeed necessary, if this
popular feature in the Regimental Journal is to continue.
To our subscribers—especially those overseas—we say.
" Let us hear from you."
.*
*
*
We have disposed of the last of our car badges. In
view of the exigencies existing through rearmament, we
doubt if it will be possible to obtain any more.

+
REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

T

HE Regimental Museum in its new quarters was
reopened on Sunday. 15th July, and was well
patronised by visitors to the Annual Reunion. We
feel that we have made a good start, but we are by no
means satisfied as we want to make the Museum worthy of
the Regiment. We hope to expand when more accommo
dation become available and make better use of the many
photographs and pictures awaiting display.
We are deeply indebted to the following for their
many and varied gifts: —
General Sir Charles BonhamCarter for his uniform;
Lt.Col. 1. R. Lovell for articles of dress clothing and
equipment;
Maj. A. S. Bredon for Mess Kit of the 97th Regiment;
Mr. G. Carter for some interesting Past and Present
literature;
Col. D. E. B. Talbot for a host of Nazi badges, a
panorama of the battle of the Yser, Divisional
Signs, etc.;
Col. C. F. Hitchins for a dress sword, scabbards and
belt buckle in a glass case;
John Pertwee, Esq., for an officer's shako of the 97th
Regiment; and
Mr. P. J. Cox for four volumes, "History of the
Territorial Army."

W

E have little to record this month under the above
heading. Visitors to Regimental Headquarters
during the month were: —

Brigadier G. Ingham;
Lt.Col. L. F. W. Jackson;
Capt. W. W. Stitt;
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie:
Lt.Col. C. E. P. Craven;
Maj. M. C. Crisford:
Lt. (Q.M.) W. G. Hunt.
Capt. L. A. Mannering, on leave from West Africa,
also paid us a visit. He is due to return to Africa in
September and has promised to pay us a further visit
before his departure, when we hope to hear something
about the other members of the Regiment now serving in
Nigeria.
*

*

*

Lt. W. G. Hunt, whom many will remember as Q.M.S.
" Bill " Hunt, is a holdee at the Depot, waiting orders to
embark for Malaya on posting to the Malayan Training
Centre for duty as Quartermaster.
*

*

*

By a coincidence, Colonel W. V. Palmer, Chairman of
the Past and Present Asoociation celebrated his birthday
on the occasion of the 13th Annual Reunion. A fitting day
for celebration.
The Colonel of the Regiment made known the fact
during the luncheon on the 15th July. We arc a trifle late
in wishing Col. Palmer " many happy returns of the day,"
nevertheless, we do so now. We offer him our apologies
for the omission of his name in last month's "At Home"
list. Both he and his daughter were at the Savoy.
*

*

*

We extend our good wishes to Lt. and Mrs. Ell wood
on the occasion of their marriage.
*

*

*

Lt.Col. Moulton Barrett is on leave in the U.K. from
Jamaica. We understand that he is spending part of his
leave on the Continent and is due to return to the West
Indies in the near future.
*

*

*

We congratulate the 10th Bn. on the award of the
Standard Bearer's carrier belt at the Annual Reunion, and
Maidstone and Bromley Branches on being runnersup.
*
*
*
Capt. C. R. Hallett has just returned from a camping
tour of Brittany and Normandy, where he appears to have
spent a very pleasant holiday. His holiday clashed with
the Reunion: the former was planned a long way ahead.
However, Capt. Hallett hopes to attend the 14th Annual
Reunion.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G.,"
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.
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13th ANNUAL REUNION
HOOK OF REMEMBRANCE DEDICATED

I

N All Saints' Parish Church, Maidstone, 011 Sunday
afternoon the Book of Remembrance containing the
names of officers and men of The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, who gave their lives in World War II,
was dedicated by the vicar, Canon C. B. .Sampson.
The memorial service was held on'The 13th Annual
Reunion of the Past and Present Association of the Regi
ment, at which there was a large and representative muster.
During the service, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, Colonel
of the Regiment, stepped forward carrying the Book of
Remembrance, which contains 1,663 names.

To Canon Sampson he declared:
" In the name of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment I ask you to dedicate this book, which contains
the names of all those of the Regiment who died in the
service of their King and of their country during the
second World War, and 1 commit it to your keeping, as a
memorial of their great sacrifice, in this parish church of
All Saints', Maidstone."
The vicar solemnly replied, " This I will gladly do "
and then, as all stood in reverent silence, he dedicated the
book.

Above, Colonel of the Regiment inspecting the 2nd Bn., accompanied by Colonel W. V. Palmer. Chairman of
" The Queen's Own " Past and Present Association.
Below, members of the Association proceeding to Church.
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Colonel of the Regiment placing wreath on Regimental Cenotaph.
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Colonel of the Regiment inspecting the 4th Bn.
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ExR.Q.M.S, J. Mackintosh receiving the M.S.M.
from the Colonel of the Regiment.
He then walked to the new lectern, which was guarded
by two soldiers in full dress uniform, and placed the book
in its glass case.
The new lectern will stand alongside that older lectern
which contains the Book of Remembrance to the 6,686 of
the Regiment who gave their lives in the First World War.
A page of each book will be turned once a week.
Canon Sampson based his address on the text "Their
bodies are buried in peace, but their name liveth for
evermore."
He commented that il was a solemn, sacred moment in
the long and honoured history of the Regiment. They had
gathered to pay affectionate and proud tribute to those
whose names were inscribed in the Book of Remembrance.
For the first time the Reunion parade was led by the
Band of the 1st Bn., The Buffs (The Royal East Kent
Regiment), as the Band of the 1st Bn., The Queen's Own
is now serving overseas.
Branch standards parade were those of London,
Bromley, 10th Bn., Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells,
Gravesend, Chatham, Shorne, Lewisham and Maidstone.
Two detachments of recruits of The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, at present under training at
Maidstone Barracks, were on parade with members of the
Past and Present Association.
MajorGeneral Oliver inspected the whole parade
accompanied by Colonel W. V. Palmer, Chairman of the
Association. He spoke to several of the men.
He also pinned the Meritorious Service Medal on
exR.Q.M.S. J. Mackintosh, of Guildford, who enlisted in
1893 and was discharged on pension in 1915. He served
with the 2nd Bn. in Ireland and the 1st Bn. in India.

Mackintosh saw war service with the Malakand Field
Force in 189798, at Aden Hinterland 1901 and with the
B.E.F.
After the inspection, the parade marched to All Saints'
Church, headed by the Buffs' Band, and with the drum and
fife band of the Home Counties Brigade Depot.
The service in the parish church was attended by the
Mayor of Maidstone (Alderman B. J. Watson) and mem
bers of the Corporation who walked in procession to the
church. The Mayoress also attended.
Later the parade marched to Brenchley gardens where
silence was observed at the Regimental Cenotaph. Three
Chelsea pensioners, in their dress uniforms, stood on the
steps of the cenotaph. They were Pensioners Mander, of
Forest Gate, London; Dow, of Ealing; and Seaman, of
Mottingham, Kent.
Wreaths were laid by MajorGeneral Oliver and the
Mayor of Maidstone, and when the parade reached the
Barracks, the Colonel of the Regiment took the salute.
Entertainment during the afternoon was enjoyed by
everyone. Keen interest was shown in the standard bearers'
competition, being held for the third time.
In the first two years, Bromley were the winners, but
this year the competition was won by the 10th Bn., their
bearer being Mr. R. A. Spice, Bromley, and Maidstone tied
for second place.
There was a Punch and Judy show and races for
children and later recruits gave a physical training display.
The Reunion was completed when drums of the Home
Counties Brigade Depot "Beat Retreat" on the barrack
square.

The Depot, followed by 1st Bn., marching to the
Church.
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General Oliver inspecting the Depot.

Kent Messenger

The Parade leaving Brenchley Gardens.

Kent Messenger
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The InterBranch shooting competition during the
afternoon was won by Maidstone with Tunbridge Wells
second and Catford third.
The following congratulatory telegrams were received
and read out by MajorGeneral Oliver: —
Lt.Col. A. A. Eason,
Regimental Head quarters,
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
The Barracks, Maidstone.
The Queen has commanded me to thank you for
the kind message which you have addressed to her on
behalf of all ranks, Past and Present, of The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Her Majesty hopes
that they will have a successful and happy Reunion,
and will be grateful if you would express to them her
good wishes.
Private Secretary.

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
AFRAID

ARE

ELEPHANTS P

Lt.Col. Howe,
Depot, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt.,
Maidstone.
Am desired by Duchess of Kent to ask you to con
vey to all ranks, Past and Present Association, Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, now assembled at
Maidstone, Her Royal Highness' warm thanks for their
kind message and very good wishes for a successful
Reunion.
Private Secretary.
Regimental Headquarters,
The Barracks,
Maidstone.

PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

Maidstone

Best wishes successful Reunion from all ranks
1st Battalion.
Maj.Gen. Oliver,
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.
Very sorry shall miss our Reunion. Best wishes
for successful day.
Charles Hitch ins.
INTERBRANCH COMPETITION

Mr. Relf
Mr. Maxlow
Q.M.S. Waterman
Mr. Sergeson

IND. TOTAL.
32
15
11

GRAND TOTAL

Baker
Clark
Fielder
Sayer, T

Catford "A"
;

5

63

20
7

5
2
GRAND TOTAL

34

GRAND TOTAL

77

Sayer, C
Maskell
Satchel
Leworthy

5
3
3
1
GRAND TOTAL

TEAM SHOOTING, 22
Tunbridge Wells "A "
Mr. Wood
Mr. Breadon
Maj. Elmslie
Mr. Clifton

...

25
23
22
7

Catford " B"
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

13th ANNUAL REUNION, I5th JULY, 1951

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

OF

Chatham
Mr. Williams
Scores: 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1; possible 60.
Highest Individual Score: Mr. Wood, 32.
Top Team Score: Maidstone, 77.

12

3

+
ENGAGEMENT
MR. F. W. LOVELL AND MISS A. J. HOWLETI
The engagement is announced between Frederic
William, eldest son of Lt.Col. and Mrs. H. O. Lovell, of
Denewood, Mells Drive, Hoylake, and Angela Joan, only
daughter of the late Brigadier Bernard Hewlett, D.S.O., and
of Mrs. Francis Latham, of Tonlow, Tonbridge.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir,
Another Annual Service of Remembrance and Reunion
has passed. It was the opinion of all that the arrangements
made were a great improvement on last year and those
responsible must be congratulated on the efficiency of the
organization.
It seems, however, that there is a gradual decline in
the number attending the Reunion and the Committee of
the Past and Present Association will have to consider the
best method of approach to those who served in World
War II.
The formation of new Branches in the county and an
increase of Branch membership is one sure way of stimu
lating interest, but a number of enthusiastic workers are
needed to revive the spirit or comradeship.
May I suggest that a copy of " The Gazette," which
gives the report of the Reunion be sent to all British Legion
Branches in the county with the request that they bring
to the notice of all exmembers of the Regiment who are
Legion members, the need for volunteers to help to increase
the membership of the Past and Present Association and
the Branches.
This, in conjunction with a County Press campaign
should do an enormous amount of good.
Yours, etc.,
" ExIrregular."
Another Reunion has come and gone and be it
particularly noticed that the " Old Brigade " was very much
in evidence, for it would seem that esprit de corps is almost
nonexistent with the younger members of the old
Regiment. Standing, as I have done for several Reunions
with my Standard at the saluting base, it is surprising to
see so few of the younger veterans on parade during the
Marchpast.
It is very gratifying to many of us to meet so many of
one's old comrades and live over the times again, for 'tis
always, " Do you remember the day of soandso," or
"Were you at soandso," or "What about old soandso;
is he still alive ? " Yes, truly a time to reminis.
1 was proud on this occasion to have with me
(chaperoned by grandma) my two grandsons. They enjoyed
the whole proceedings to the full; so much so that it is con
stantly being talked about in their home. They have seen
full military parades before, but the cause and effect of
a nearto civilian parade caught the imagination of the
elder one, and as you may guess, 1 have had many questions
to answer since. We made a fleeting visit to the Museum
and I was very impressed with what I saw there and I hope
that before next Reunion, 1 shall have the pleasure of
making a long study of its contents. The Curator and
R.S.M. Hayley have something there worthy of the fullest
praise and are to be congratulated on its " setup."
It is noteworthy that our sister Regiment, The Bull's,
should come to our rescue on the musical side of the
programme in the absence of the 1st Bn. now on duty in
Malaya, and that thanks of everyone present are due to
the organizers for this forethought. Well done. The Buffs !
I was very pleased to see that very old veteran, Mr.
Audsley (and his wife), but was unable to contact them,
as he was busy talking with some of his " old timers."
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However, it was nice to see them there and may they
attend many more such occasions.
As Standard Bearer of the Bromley Branch of the
P.P.A., I wish to congratulate the 10th Bn. on winning the
coveted prize, which is the zenith of our standard bearing
and may the Bearer wear it with as much pride and dignity
as I have done on so many occasions (repeat, so many
occasions), for I have attend many British Legion parades
by invitation and have always received a place of honour.
So " go to it," 10th Bn., and keep that heritage high.
And last but not least, to the 1st Bn. I would say,
" good hunting," " straight shooting," and a safe return
to your native country at the end of your tour of duty.
Till the next time, I wish everyone good health and
safe keeping.
George H. Cockell.
Gillingham.
Kent.
28th July, 1951.
Dear Sir,
It was with great pleasure that I met old comrades
at our Annual Reunion, and who I had served with 61
years ago. I arrived at the Maidstone Barracks about 9 a.m.
and met MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, who gave me a warm
welcome.
Some of those present of the Victorian era were:
General Sir Charles Bonham Carter, BrigadierGeneral
Rodney Styles, Col. A. K. Grant ("our boy" in South
Africa), Lt.Col. A. Howe, Capt. Rogers, Mattie Audsley
(age 85; Regimental footballer), Mr. Gould (Maidstone),
G. Carter (Eltham), Mackintosh (Guildford), Charlie
Stringer (Maidstone), W. A. Waincot (age 79, 1st Volunteer
Coy., South Africa),. Alf Tapp (Chatham).
Chelsea
Pensioners present were Q.M.S. Dale (age 83), A. Seamans
(aged 79) and B. Binder (age 77). The last named was
wounded in 1900 at Saltpans, near Bloemfontein. and lost
his right arm. Others there were Joe Wright (Chatham),
G.
Anchors
(Gillingham) and
Medcalf
(Ivanhoe,
Gillingham).
It is notworthy that so many of our old comrades of
80 years or more attend our Reunions. Two outstanding
are BrigadierGeneral Rodney Styles (age 88), the oldest
living Officer of the Regiment, and Mr. Gould (age 84), who
was the only one present wearing the Medal and Star dated
Nile, 188485. He also holds the Imperial Service Medal.
These two old comrades are a real link with the
Victorian era.
I had the pleasure of having conversations with Sir
Charles Bonham Carter and BrigadierGeneral Rodney
Styles and Mrs. Styles. Through " The Gazette," I would
like to send my best wishes to Colonel Woulfe Flanagan,
whom 1 first served with at Shorncliffe Camp in 1891.
I served with Seamans in the same recruit squad at
Maidstone in 1890 and in G Coy., 2nd Bn., in South Africa.
George Carter and I were together in C Coy., 2nd Bn., at
Enniskillen about 1893.
Living in Chatham is Ernie
Gulliver, who was a Corporal in G Coy. during the South
African Campaign. Through disablement, he could not
attend the Reunion, but I often visit him at his home.
Our thanks are due to all those who did so much to
make the Reunion a success. " For Auld Lang Syne."
I am, yours respectfully,
ExNo. 2879, Queen's Own R.W.K.
W. Williams,
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8, Darrack Drive,
Fankerton,
Denny,
Stirlingshire,
Scotland.

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS FROM

Dear Sir,
I am an exmember of the 1st Bn., "The Queen's
Own," also a member of my local British Legion.
1 have been approached by a member of the Legion,
also an old member of the 6th Bn., No. 4576, Pte. Hendry,
if I could find a way how he could get in touch with a
fellow comrade while he served with the Bn. in action
during the 191418 war.
His name is Fred Bates and he believes he lost his
left arm from wounds, also he thinks he came from
Battersea district.
His number?
Well, he cannot
remember.
My friend is coming to London later and he says he
would be much obliged if you could help him to find Mr.
Bates for him.
I told him there is a Reunion this month and you may
be able to come in contact with some of the exmembers
of the 6th Bn. who know Fred Bates.
Please do your best and oblige.
I am, sir,
J. Macdonald.
(Ed.—Can any member of the 6th Bn. help to locate
M r. Bates ?)

«

.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTH
GRIMSHAW.—To Jean, wife of Capt. W. Grimshaw, at
War Memorial Hospital, St. AnnesonSea, on 15th
July, 1951, a son—Nigel.

LONDON

GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY
R.W.K.—The undermentioned 2nd Lts. to be Lts.,
14th July, 1951 : —
2nd Lt. K. S. Beale (403616);
2nd Lt. J. P. Langhorne (403515).
Lt. P. R. Bosworth (388750) resigns his commn.. 22nd
May, 1951.
R.A.O.C.—Capt. W. Grimshaw (188251), from R.W.K.,
to be Capt., 4th June, 1951, retaining present
seniority.
EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS
2nd Lt. P. D. Humphries (393943) relinquishes his
commn., 22nd June, 1951, on enlistment in the
ranks.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
22408110, Cadet John Michael Taylor (416137) to be
2nd Lt., 14th April, 1951.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
The notification in Gazette (Supplement, dated 1st May,
1951) regarding Capt. (Hon. Maj.) H. D. Parsons
Smith (58525) is cancelled.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.) F. W. Lovell (390917), from Para.
Regt., to be 2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.), 28th February,
1951.
INTELLIGENCE CORPS
Lt. M. Van Hasselt (308374). from R.W.K., to be Lt.,
1st December, 1950.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Capt. J. R. Holland, T.D. (85983), from Active List,
to be Capt., 17th April, 1951, retaining present
seniority and is granted the hon. rank of Maj.

MARRIAGE

HONOURS AND AWARDS

ELLWOOD—BOYERS.—The marriage took place at St.
Christopher's Church, Nakuru, on 30th June, 1951, of
Lt. Keith Summerville Ellwood, The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, to Miss Joan Cynthia
Boyers, of Nairobi.

The KING has been graciously pleased to confer the
following awards: —

DEATHS
HAYLEY.—Suddenly at his home at 49, Surrenden Road.
Folkestone, James David Hayley, M.C., D.C.M., late
R.S.M., The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment,
on Tuesday, 24th July, 1951.

T/Lt.Col. A. Martyn (44138) to be Ordinary Officer of
the Military Division of the Most Excellent Order
of the British Empire. (Supp. to L.G., dated 7th
June, 1951.)
Hon. Lt.Col. L. M. C. Williams (56848) and Capt.
(Hon. Maj.) J. Winstanley (73619) the Territorial
Army Decoration.
—

BAILEY.—Suddenly at St. Bartholomew's H o s p i t a l
Rochester, Mr. F. G. Bailey, late Sgts'. Mess Caterer,
of the Regimental Depot, on 21st July, 1951.
JONES.—At the War Memorial Hospital, Shooters Hill,
Woolwich. S.E. 18, Mr. M. Jones, late 2nd Bn., The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, on Tuesday,
24th July, 1951. .
We extend our sincere sympathy to the relatives of the
deceased.



FORTHCOMING EVENTS

8th September. — London Branch Festival of
Britain Reunion, Bridge House Hotel, London
Bridge
20th

October—Social
Maidstone

Gathering

of

branches,
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WEST RENTS ARE KEPT BUSY IN MALAYA
SUCCESSES AGAINST BANDITS DESPITE
BIG PATROL AREA

^ r >HE 1st Bn. of The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment has now completed three months' opera
tional duties in Malaya.
During this period they have killed 11 bandits, wounded
five more and captured two Min Yuen or bandit helpers.
In order to get some idea of the amount of work which
has been done to produce these results the Bn. Intelligence
Section has produced some of their log book figures.
Over 122 operation patrols, ranging from one to seven
days in length of time, were carried out in a period of 30
days, resulting in only eight contacts.
The 900 square miles of the Bn. area show how much
ground has to be covered when the area of search is such a
size.
General Bridges has recently issued stringent orders
against movement of food by road during the hours of
darkness and within certain hours.
This means that it will be even harder for the bandits
to survive in the jungle, and should bring them out into the
open to seek food, where the Security can deal with them.
The Bn. has recently received visits from three V.I.P.s.
The first was MajorGeneral R. C. O. Hedley, G.O.C., South
Malaya District, who was followed by MajorGeneral R. E.
Urquhart, G.O.C., Malaya.
The CommanderinChief of Far East Land Forces
also paid a visit on July 6th, when he gave a most interest
ing talk on Western Europe.
Many of the men now serving in the Bn. had served
under the General when he commanded the B.A.O.R.
Among those listening to him were Sgt. Victor Tutt, of
253 Rangefield Road, Bromley, who was then serving with
the 1st Bn., Royal Fusiliers in Berlin, and Pte. Robert
Mathews, of 15, institute Road, Chatham, who was serving
in the Queen's Royal Regiment in the B.A.O.R.
InterCoy. and InterPl. competitions at cricket, foot
ball, basketball, softball, and volleyball, as well as a
badminton doubles tournament, are now in full swing, with
the object of finding more talent for the Bn. teams.
Several members of the Bn. have also represented the
Mercury Club, Kuala Lumpur, at athletic meetings. Cpl.
John Arnold who is the Officers' Mess Corporal has done
well in the one mile and three miles events. Cpl. Arnold
ran for many clubs, including the Exeter Harriers. He was
Devonshire county champion for the three miles in 1947.
His parents live at No. 6, Henley Close, Greenford,
Middlesex.
In the field, Sgt. Fred White, whose wife lives at Moore
Married Quarters, Shorncliffe, broke the Selangor State
discus record with a throw of 110 feet lly inches.
Much practice for the forthcoming brigade and district
rifle meetings has been done on the local range. Taking
part are L/Cpl. Robert Spiller, of Feltham, Middlesex, and
L/Cpl. Fred Fuller, of Bramley, Surrey, who were both
members of the Bn. team which last year won the Young
Soldiers' Cup in the Army Rifle Association NonCentral.
The following is an extract from The King's Birthday
Honours List, dated June 7th, 1951: —
" Order of the British Empire—Military Division,
Army. T/Lt.Col. A. Martyn, The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment."
*

OBITUARY
SGT. F. G. BAILEY

P

OPULAR figure at Maidstone Barracks, .Sgt. Frederick
George Bailey, known to everyone as " Bill," will be
sadly missed in the Sgts'. Mess of The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment.
Sgt. Bailey died suddenly in St. Bartholomew's
Hospital, Rochester, in the early hours of Saturday morning,
July 21st. He was 51. He was on leave, and had been
staying with his friend, Sgt.Major A. Wilson, at
Gillingham.
Bill was a Londoner. From the end of the first world
war until 1937, he served with the Royal Fusiliers, and at
the time of his retirement had attained the rank of Signal
Sergeant.
At the outbreak of the last war he was recalled, and
joined The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. He
reported to Maidstone Depot, where he served as musketry
instructor until his release in 1946.
But Bill Bailey stayed on the job even then. He was
appointed Sgts'. Mess Steward, and his genial personality
made him very much liked in the Mess and by all with
whom he came in contact.
He was a member of the Maidstone Branch of the
Regimental Past and Present Association.
Sgt. Bailey leaves a mother and two brothers.

T

MR. J. D. HAYLEY, M.C., D.C.M.

HE news of the passing of Mr. J. D. Hayley, M.C.,
D.C.M., came as a great shock to members of the
11th Bn. Our old R.S.M. was much respected by
us all and to think that at the Reunion he was on parade
with us and appeared so much better after his recent illness,
that in so short a time he should pass to the " Great
Beyond."
Mrs. Hayley and her family will realise how deeply
his old comrades sympathise with them in their loss.
Tim was a great soldier, a real man and a true friend
and his name will live for ever in the Regiment.
Owing to the distance from town and the time of the
funeral, it was not possible for any officers of the Associa
tion to travel to Folkestone and we are indebted to Mr.
R. C. M. Jenkins (Deputy Chief Constable of Kent), a
former member of the Bn., for attending the funeral as a
representative of our Association.
L.W.D.
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from

BATTALION

W

E have now completed
over three months'
operational d u t i e s
in Malaya. During this time
we have killed eleven bandits,
wounded five more and cap
tured two min yuen or bandit
helpers.
In order to get some idea
of the amount of work which
has been done to produce these
results the Bn. Intelligence
Section has produced some of
their logbook figures.
Over
one hundred and twentytwo
operational
patroTs, ranging
from one to seven days in
length of time, were carried
out in a period of thirty days,
resulting in only eight contacts.
The nine hundred square
miles of the Bn. area shows
how much ground has to be covered when the area of
search is such a size.
General Briggs has recently issued stringent orders
against movement of food, by road during the hours of
darkness and within certain hours. This means that it
will be even harder for the bandits to survive in the jungle
and should bring them out into the open to seek food,
where where they can be dealt with by the Security Forces.
We have recently received visits from three very
important persons. The first was MajorGeneral R. C. O.
Hedley, C.B.E., D.S.O., G.O.C., South Malaya District, who
was followed by MajorGeneral R. E. Urquhart. C;B.,
D.S.O., G.O.C., Malaya.
LieutenantGeneral Sir Charles Keightley, K.C.B..
K.B.E., D.S.O., CommanderinChief, Far East Land
Forces, also paid us a visit on the 6th July, 1951, when he
gave a most interesting talk on Western Europe.
Redeployment of the Bn. Areas is now being carried
out, and will put three Coys, on detachment.
and Sp.
Coys, are at present at Trolak and Kerling respectively, and
B Coy. to Rawang—halfway to Kuala Lumpur, where they
are taking over from the 94th Sqn., R.A.F. Regiment
(Malaya). C Coy. remain at K.K.B. as framework Coy.,
and the newly formed D Coy. becomes reserve Coy.. at
Kuala Kubu Bharu.
The formation of a fifth (Rifle) Coy. has been made
possible by the arrival of more drafts from United

Battalions :
Kingdom. The draft with 2/Lt. J. M. Taylor, 2/Lt.
D. C. D. Reocli and 35 Other Ranks arrived recently on
the " Empire Windrush."
TnterCoy. and InterPlatoon competition at cricket,
football, basket ball, soft ball and volley ball, as well as a
badminton doubles tournament, are now in full swing, with
the object of finding more talent for the Bn. teams. The
results so far are reported in the various Coys.' notes of
this issue.
All ranks of the 1st Bn., The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment congratulate C/Sgt. W. H. Bowles on
his award of the British Empire Medal.

" A " COMPANY
Since the last notes, the Coy. has moved to Trolak.
where we have taken over from C Coy. Although we are
on detachment some 40 miles from the main Bn. Base at
Kuala Kubu Bharu, the Coy. generally were very glad to
get to a new area, where there was likely to be a little
more bandit activity and where we would be able to patrol
in different country.
Our last area had become depressingly quiet, and
although it was gratifying that there were no incidents in
the area, and therefore we could be said to be doing our
job successfully, routine patrols with little or no informa
tion became a very dull bill of fare.
V :.i
It is with some chagrin, therefore, that we hear that
our old area has now produced definite evidence that the
bandits have returned to some of their old haunts,' which
we patrolled for so many weary hours. At the same time
we heartily congratulate C Coy. on having their second
kill soon after their arrival there.
Our camp here is situated a short distance from the
main road to Tapah and Ipoh in a rubber estate. Two
platoons sleep in a shed, which is used for drying some
evilsmelling rubber, and the remainder live in tents.
Although the smell of the rubber is sometimes very formid
ab'e the bui'ding has the advantage that it is much cooler
than t'ne tents and bugs are not so prevalent.' We live
almost entirely on compo rations, and have only two days
in the week when we get fresh rations owing to the great
distances over which the rations have to be brought. Just
i ccently, the manager of the estate presented us with an
excellent wild pig. which has provided us with a couple of
very good meals.
This area is considerably larger than the last, and
stretches for some 40 miles from North to South, and our
nearest main police " link " is 30 miles away in Tanjong
Malim, which makes our operations a little complex at
times. There is a fair amount of uncoordinated bandit
activity with at least three small gangs operating in different
parts of the area.
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On our second night here the night train to the North
derailed about a mile from our base and a platoon
despatched to investigate at 0200 hours. Needless to
the bandits had long since departed and the platoon
left to clear up the shambles.

Shortly after this the Coy. Commander became
suspicious of some of the workers on this estate arid
ambushes were laid round the coolie lines. These met with
no success, although Sgt. Bucknell, with some of 1 Platoon,
had the luck when they were lying up for the night in the
ulu behind the lines. About four characters, who were
believed to be bandits, were heard at the back of his
position, but were startled when they heard movement and
lied before a shot could be fired. A few days later, some
latex and buckets were destroyed on the estate, and although
we were only about an hour behind them, they got away.
The police subsequently found a small camp where the
bandits had spent the night.
For some time after these incidents there was little
activity on the part of the bandits, although we were very
busy exploring the area and we found one large and one
small bandit camp and some very recent tracks which on
one occasion followed ours for about two miles in a circle.
We could not, however, manage to contact any bandits
until we had been here about three weeks, when we had
our sixth kill.
On 6th July our next door neighbours very magnani
mously passed on some information that two bandits were
going to be on a track in our area at a certain time. At
0530 hours Coy. H.Q. and 2 Platoon went to the area and
laid two ambushes on separate tracks. At 0820 the two
bandits walked into one of the ambushes, and were fired
on. One was killed and the other was wounded but
unfortunately escaped. Much of the credit must go to Pte.
Gormley, who had the presence of mind to open fire with
his Sten of his own accord when the Coy. Commander's
carbine jammed. The wounded bandit ran away from the
ambush, but the other one ran back into it, having also
been badly hit by Gormley's fire. C.S.M. Tidley quickly
put another bullet into him and, as he then started to try
to throw a grenade; Sgt. King finished him off with four
more shots. The bandit who escaped threw away his pack
and left a blood trail which was followed until it was lost
in some rubber. 1 Platoon continued the hunt for 24 hours
and found their camp, but eventually heavy rain obliterated
all traces of him. The next day there was a report that
seven other bandits were in the same area searching for
their wounded "comrade" and although a platoon again
went out to look for them, no trace was found.
The Coy. total is now six bandits killed, and so far we
are leading the InterCoy. bandit race. Our " bag " in the
three weeks we have been in Trolak is as follows: —

i

Bandits killed
Bandits wounded
Rifles recovered
303 recovered
36 Grenades recovered
Packs recovered
Camps found

1
1
.1
rounds 27
1
2
5

That ends our operational activity for the time being
and on the domestic side we have had visits from the G.O.C.
and Bde. Commander and also from Capt. Tugwell, who
has left the Bn. for a job on the gilded staff in Singapore.

We have lost Cpl. (now Sgt.) Henden to B Coy. on promo
tion and L/Cpl. Matcham, who has gone to the newly
formed D Coy. and we wish them both the best of luck.
We have also experienced the Malay Xmas, which is called
Hari Raya, and we hope that by the time we write the
next notes, we will be able to report more, bigger and better
bandits leaving this world faster than they entered it.

" B " COMPANY
Since our return to Erskine Camp from Kerling, the
bandits have seen much less of us. We have taken the
opportunity to play all the games that the cramped quarters
at Kerling did not permit. We beat H.Q. (Y) Coy. at
cricket by one run, and at football by two goals to nil,
after a replay. We also beat A Coy. at soft ball. How
ever, Sp. Coy., by the winning score of two to nil, have now
knocked us out of the Football Competition.
We were sorry to lose our 2nd i/c., Capt. K. M.
Hunting, to H.Q., South Malaya ("G" Branch). His
experience at the P.T. School was no mean advantage to
us. 2/Lt. P. S. Stock has also left us to take over the duties
of Intelligence Officer.
C.Q.M.S. Murphy, whose "service with a smile" we
were coming to take for granted, together with Sgt. Hedges,
whose experience added much to our efficiency in the jungle,
and L/Cpl. Vale have now boarded the "Empire Halla
dale " for home. We wish them the best of luck.
We also welcome several reinforcements. 2/Lt. A. F.
Trevett brought with him a draft of 17. C.Q.M.S. Boorer,
whom we congratulate on his promotion, is now settling
down in our stores, and Sgt. Martin, who joined us from
B.A.O.R., is also finding his feet in the Coy.
The Coy. heartily congratulates Cpl. Pluck on his
promotion to Sgt. and Ptes. Holdaway and Cole on their
promotion to L/Cpl. Well done !
Thus we face the bandits again at our new base at
Rawang with the following order of battle: —
Coy. Comd.: Maj. M. B. Rickcord;
2nd He.: Lt. B. C. H. Waters;
C.S.M.: C.S.M. Jackson, C.;
C.Q.M.S.: C.Q.M.S. Boorer, R.;
O.C., 4 Pl.: 2/Lt. R. D. H. Wilson;
PI. Sgt.: Sgt. Fox, E.;
O.C., 5 PI.: 2ILL A. F. Trevett;
PI. Sgt.: Sgt. Pluck. L.;
O.C., 6 PI.: 2/Lt. P. S. Leigh:
PI. Sgt.: Sgt. Coughlan, D.

" C " COMPANY
" Lllook uuout, thththere's C Kkcompany," was
what Phang Siew Ong was probably going to shout, when
together with some of his fellow bandits he ran into 9
Platoon having their breakfast by the Sungei Yas on the
29th of June. It is doubtful if he even got that far, as
quick action on the part of the Platoon, led by 2/Lt. John
(I'm sure we're on the right bearing) Ferguson, who stopped
only long enough to put on their hats and change their
messtins for rifles, added him to the Bn. scoresheet of
bandits departed for higher, or lower, spheres. His nick
name of " Ah Fak," or " The Stammerer," was undoubtedly
justified. Three sacks of food found on the nearby track
showed that he was not alone, although he was the only
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one seen, and in spite of a followup, no further traces of
his comrades could be found. The real mystery surround
ing this affair—did Pte. Leadbitter eat his officer's break
fast, or did it just evaporate—has never been solved. A
rifle and 20 rounds were recovered from this operation.
Coming quickly on top of the platoon's success in what was
almost our last action in the Trolak area, when one of two
night ambushes, commanded by Sgt. Wilde, Platoon Sgt.,
opened fire on four persons leaving a kampong, or village
at night, who failed to halt, and from which were rounded
up next day four suspects, one wounded, has undoubtedly
given them the title of leading bandit harassers to date, in
the Coy.
Apart, however, from a few isolated reports of bandits
seen, the same "deathly" 'ush, which reigned over our
present area when we took over from A Coy., has con
tinued. We have found, and once been led to small camps
of a temporary nature, which have been so far unoccupied,
and have uncovered only one small food dump in the
area. Recent reports of Min Yeun attempting to get food
from a resettlement area have led to a series of night
ambushes on a likely collecting point, but at the time of
going to press we have, like two of the three monkeys,
" seen nothing " and " heard nothing."
We have been fairly active in the sports line since
our arrival back at the big metropolis at K.K.B., and have
played off a number of games in the various InterCoy.
Competitions.
We commenced the football in good style and really
" filled our boots " at the expense of A Coy. to the tune of
eight goals to one. We recently played the Band and
Drums in the semifinal and received rather a shock at
being able to only draw, 22, after all against a consider
ably older team. We were rather unlucky to come up
against H.Q. Coy.'s very strong cricket team in the first
round, before we had any chance of practice and were
beaten by five wickets. The flag is still flying in the soft
ball competition however and we won an interesting game
against Sp. Coy. by 12 runs. There has since been sonic
correspondence with the Boston Red Sox with a view to
the transfer of our star pitcher, C.S.M. Hills, but negotia
tions have now fallen through. We lost the basket ball
to H.Q. Coy. by a very narrow margin of five points, after
a very good game played on the local Chinese school
pitch.
So far platoons have not managed to play off any of
their volley ball games, but in the near future it is antici
pated that at least two of our teams will be in the semi
finals.
A number of O.R.s have been testing out the leave
facilities at Penang and L/Cpl. Martin and Pte Crust, who
recently returned after the first sample of life there for
seven days, have brought back glowing reports. We get
a regular allotment of two vacancies a week there and'
together with the weekend vacancies available at Kuala
Lumpur, should be able to ensure a break from jungle
bashing on a fairly regular basis.
Also on leaye at the moment is Maj. Crook, our Coy.
Comd., who is taking a few days' wellearned rest to go
and meet his wife, who has just arrived out from England.
During the last few days we have welcomed several
newcomers to the Coy., including 2/Lt. Reoch, who
brolight the last draft from England. We hope that they
will soon settle down and feel really at home with us here.

We were sorry to lose Sgt. Sawyers and Sgt. Botting,
two of our old originals, who have been transferred to
form the new rifle Coy. under Capt. Upton, but congratu
late Sgt. Sawyers on his promotion, and also Cpl. Heyfron,
who was promoted to Sgt. and who is now filling Sgt.
Sawyer's place with 7 Platoon.

" D " COMPANY
This is the first you will have heard of us, being an
enthusiastic new Coy., formed on 25th June.
Our Platoon, the first of this Coy., after an extremely
enjoyable crossing on H.M.T. " Dilwara," disembarked
on the evening of 29th May, and the night and the follow
ing day were spent at Nee Soon. After rising at 0800 hours
we occupied the morning in a small, but very fine swim
ming pool, with the sun blazing down. There was great
talk of "signing on " if the Army treated one like that all
the time.
Our trip to Kuala Lumpur that night provided the
excitement we had been led to expect, and we came under
enemy fire for the first time. A grand total of three shots
were fired—all of which passed through the roof !
And so to our station at the main base of Kuala
Kubu Bharu, where we spent the weekend " getting
organized and equipped." Our three weeks' jungle train
ing passed quickly and happily under the careful guidance
of 2/Lt. Woolstencroft and C.S.M. Dallen. Maj. Andrews
broke the grand news on the 25th that instead of being
split up into reinforcements for other Coys., we were to be
the " rock " on which D Coy. was to be built.
Another draft of platoon strength arrived during the
early hours of Friday, 13th July, drenched by heavy rains.
So our order of battle is now: —
O.C,: Maj. E. C. Spurr;
2nd He.: Capt. T. V. Upton:
10 PI. Comd.: 2/Lt. J. Langhorne;
// PL Comd.: 2/Lt. Gregson;
C.S.M.: C.S.M. Dallen:
C.Q.M.S.: C/Sgt. Sawyers;
10 PL Sgt.: Sgt. Botting;
/ / PL Sgt.: Sgt. Henden.
Our Coy. has several " ops." to its credit already, but
so far bandits have carefully avoided us. We mean to
remedy this in the near future and start catching up on
the mounting scores of old Coys.

EYES RIGHT Sot^'E 5
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fact anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Go, Ltd
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020
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The founding of a new Coy. is naturally rather hectic,
but we are very fortunate in having "architect" C.S.M.
Dallen with us, whose building efforts in the Coy. Office
have been admired and praised by all, including the C.O.
Finally, we welcome C/Sgt. Sawyers and Sgt. Botting
from C Coy. and Sgt. Henden from B Coy., and extend
hearty greetings to our O.C., Maj. Spurr, who is joining us
at the end of the month.

SUPPORT COMPANY
At these notes are compiled, the Coy. is just over
halfway through its allotted period of incarceration at
Kerling. It is regretted that so far we cannot record a
bandit kill as was rather optimistically promised by the
last scribe, that most base of basewallahs, Pte. Goulden,
the erstwhile Coy. Clerk. Erstwhile because it has now
been decided that we must step up our antibandit opera
tinos, so Pte. Goulden, who had never before seen any
thing of Malaya other than the inside of Coy. Office, has
been unleashed on the enemy. The only noticeable effect
so far has been a marked increase in the efficiency of
Coy. Office, and a corresponding decrease in the number
of grey hairs sported by C.S.M. Nichols.
The three Platoons between them have covered quite
an area of Malaya, but have only been rewarded by one
" contact." The Machine Gun Platoon met three bandits
and fired on them, but the gentlemen in question made off
at high speed and were not seen again. They did, however,
leave a considerable amount of food behind them. The
Assault Pioneer Platoon, led by 2/Lt. J. D. de Pury, has
been very busy finding bandit camps, among them one
belonging to the three bandits contacted by the Machine
Gun Platoon. They recovered three packs and some
interesting documents.
The AntiTank Platoon, which has just received Lt.
Goodwin back to the fold after a threeweek Admin.
Course at Singapore, have so far been right out of luck.
Wc wish them better fortune in the future.
At the Coy. Base, that oasis of tangled tents and
futuristic corrugated iron structures, all is undoubtedly
well. The Coy. Commander, Maj. Buckle, is at present
engaged on a shooting competition at Brigade. This is
the culmination of much time spent manipulating a 38
pistol with a pair of ammunition boots tied to the barrel.
To the audience of sceptical subalterns, the Coy. Comd.
explained that this was a strengthening exercise. The
subalterns, however, were unconvinced and crept away,
muttering darkly about indiscriminate snapping.
Pre
liminary reports from the meeting are not encouraging !
Capt. Ruffell and his henchman, C/Sgt. Ingleby, seem
to be handling the Coy. Admin, with great efficiency. In
fact, C/Sgt. Ingleby is frequently seen relaxing in a deep
armchair in the Sgts'. Mess—an unheard of phenomenon.
Capt. Ruffell spent much time closeted with the Char
waliah jabbering away in some foreign tongue, presumably
a relic of his Indian Army days. However, we certainly
find the Charwallah a blessing out here.
The Coy football team, led by Lt. Goodwin, recently
beat B Coy., 20, in the Bn. InterCoy. Semifinal. We
hope they will do as well in the Final, although they get
little or not time for practice.

H.Q. COMPANY
In recent weeks we have noticed many signboards
going up around the camp. A brightly painted barrier
has been erected at the camp entrance and the appearance
of the camp has improved generally. This has entailed
quite a lot of work for the pioneer section, who are also
engaged on building work at outstations.
The Band has continued to play for dancing at the
N.A.A.F.L's Galloway Club in K.L. each Thursday, apart
from other engagements. Several members of the Band
have been testing a new type of white drill suit for the
R.A.O.C. We think they were glad when they finished
wearing them, because they look like cooks' whites at a
distance and one of them was checked by the R.S.M. for
not being in the cookhouse !
L/Cpl. Milne has been busily engaged in constructing
all kinds of complicated targets for the jungle range. The
difficulty will arise when he goes on leave—because he is
the only one who understands them and nobody else can
operate them !
The other day, when a convoy was returning from
Singapore, bringing with them a mobile steam cooker, they
were fired at by some bandits. Fortunately no one was hit
and no tea was spilt.
Two new arrivals in the Bn. are just settling down;
they are two piglets acquired by the Officer i/c. Messing.
With an eye to Christmas, Pte. Rees has been appointed
pigman.
Our congratulations go to C/Sgt. Bowles on being
awarded the B.E.M. and Lt. Shearburn on his promotion
to Captain.

SIGNAL PLATOON
Since our last report, abuse against the Signal Platoon
has rolled in freely from many senior N.C.O.s' lips, and
they swear that the loose rolls of cable are laid with the
idea of tripping the unsuspecting. Maybe !
Now that we have moved a couple of times and find
ourselves settled in the 2nd i/c. and R.S.M.'s old offices,
new arrivals are springing up everywhere. This complicated
system of overhead wiring has given birth to rumour that
we are starting a commerical station, " Radio K.K.B." !
Members of the Platoon attached to B Coy. for two
months have now returned for a change of air, and we
continually see the lamp swinging violently to and fro.
However, practically the whole Platoon has now been out
on Operations and may be called experienced " jungle"
bashers. General standard of communication is good,
although there is plenty of room for improvement, R.T.
Procedure is improving owing to practical experience.
Confusion reigned when the stores were moved the
other day. Cpl. MauleFinch, at the head of a harassed
bedraggled squad of the new draft, led the way, in all glory,
to the new basha. After hard work all was serene and
settled the following morning.
The weather has most definitely declined into the wet
season. Regularly when a message is about to be passed
a storm put an end to communication. On one occasion,
whilst Pte. Milne was on set, our aerial was the attraction
of lightning. We have no further need of charging engines,
as Milne's supply of electricity is estimated to last another
two years !
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Amidst all the trials and tribulations, Cpl. Stevenson
has had a baby ! Correction: Cpl. Stevenson's wife pre
sented him . . . Hell ! Steve's a daddy once again and
it's a boy. Rumour again has it that the little chap is
already down for " Five and seven."
We are now in the pleasant position of being able to
let our people enjoy various leaves in Kuala Lumpur,
Penang and Singapore. Penang, by the way, seems to be
the favourite resort. At the moment Ptes. Gibbs and
Tittensor are enjoying this luxury and many hope to do
so in the near future, finance permitting of course.
" The Sucker."

BAND

Although Kuala Kubu Bharu isn't exactly the Malayan
equivalent of a " Butlin Holiday Camp," we are pretty well
oil' really, as conversations with soldiers from other units
have proved. Engagements for the Military Band arc few
and far between, but the Dance Band are doing very well
indeed, and are upholding the good name of the Regiment
and Band. On two occasions we have rendered a " Beat
ing of Retreat" on the village " padang," and the local
populace were impressed immensely, as this was the first
time they had witnessed such a spectacle.
We recently visited the Band of the Suffolk Regiment
as their guests for several days, and as this was the first
time in Kuala Lumpur for most of us, we more than made
the most of it, until the acute dollar shortage caused sorties
to the beer bar in the Galloway Club to be curtailed some
what. The hockey match between the two Bands ended
in a 10 victory for us. The Suffolks had a very good team
indeed, and we were quite fortunate to win the match.
The hockey pitch on the camp airstrip is now more
than indispensable, and most evenings we are playing a
match. Our record to date is: Played 9, won 6, drawn 1,
lost 2; goals for 16, against 6. We are holding our own
at soccer and the efforts of Bandsman Davis to field a
cricket eleven are at last showing fruit.
Band C/Sgt. McCracken and Bandsman Walters are
at present on leave in Singapore, where they are to meet
their wives when they arrive on the " big, beautiful boat."
We arc hoping that the main party of wives will be close
behind this " advance " party.
It is about this time of the year that the Annual Regi
mental Reunion is held, and we are very sorry not to be
able to play during the day, and to " Beat Retreat" on
the barrack square at the conclusion of the day, but who
knows, perhaps next year we may be back on the job once
more, and be able to meet numerous friends and military
acquaintances once more ?
Until next month—
" Liam."

SERGEANTS' MESS
Since signing off last month the Bn. has been occupied
chasing bandits. No doubt the Bn. notes will place on
record our score up to date, so beyond congratulating all
concerned, we will not dwell on the subject.
Despite all the ops. and training, we have still found
time for a few social events and mild attempts in the field
of sport. In the early part of the month we were able to
compete with the Officers once again for the " Bharu
Cup" (affectionately called the "Brew Can"). In this
event the day was saved by the R.S.M. by a really good

effort at darts, giving us a margin of one point, so the
Cup, duly filled by the officers and with one and all con
suming their share of the contents, was carried triumphantly
back to the Mess. We would like to thank the Com
manding Officer and all Officers for a grand evening. The
climax to a successful day came in our own Mess in the
form of a singsong.
Sp. Coy., at present on detachment at one of the Coy.
bases, arranged a dinner during the month. A number of
members of Bn. H.Q. and Framework Coys, attended this
jolly evening. Keep it up Detachments, as we don't see
much of you these days.
Since the promotion of Sgt. Tutt and the acquisition
of a wireless in the Mess, "Music while you work" and
popular tunes on the piano appear to vie for supremacy.
On Sunday, 8th July, we played the Corporals at
cricket and after an exciting game, finished all square. The
score: Sgts'. Mess, 98: Cpls'. Club, 97 for 9. A tropical
downpour stopped play. The highest score went to the
R.S.M., with 43 runs to his credit. Good show, sir. After
pulling us through at darts in the " Bharu Cup," your
cricket score kept our heads above water for the second time.
During the month the following members have
returned to U.K. We wish them the best of luck. May we
meet at reunions in the years to come.
C/Sgt. Murphy for his last six months' service;
Sgt. Hedges on completion of his overseas tour;
Sgt. Green* to Hong Kong for employment with
the leave and transit camp of 40 Div.
We congratulate, and are pleased to welcome, the
following on promotion. May they in their new surround
ings find life to their liking: Sgts. Tutt, Heyfron, Henden
and Pluck. We also welcome from the U.K. Sgt. Martin.
Apparently our offer in notes for May, '50, have borne
some fruit. In addition to those already congratulated,
we extend all our best wishes to C/Sgts. Boorer and
Sawyers on their recent promotion to the " Q" Dept.
Our congratulations to C/Sgt. Bowles on his award of the
B.E.M.—a very good effort.
O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, C/Sgt. Boorer and Sgt. Henden (not
forgetting the efforts of Sgt. Fuller, R.E.M.E.) are putting
in some good work these days practising for the Bn. rifle
team and, we understand, are shortly to get a brief holiday,
but a hot one, competing in various rifle meetings. A good
effort all of you and let's hope for a good result.
C/Sgl. McCracken's wife is due to arrive in a couple
of days' time and we hope that many more wives will be
joining their husbands out here shortly.
TELEPHONE 2838 MAIDSTONE

BENNITTS LTD.
Mboleeale ant) IRetail ZTobaccontets

6 and 63a, HIGH STREET
AND

3, MARKET STREET,
MAIDSTONE
All Orders promptly executed.
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The Badge & Colours
of your Unit

Sterling Silver Cigarette Can
with Colours in enamel
and mounted Silver Badge

Sterling Silver Cigarette Box
with Colours in enamel
and mounted Silver Badge

T
Xhere is a gradually improving stock
of vanity cases, cigarette cases, cigar
boxes,pocket lighters, toilet services etc.
with colours in enamel and mounted
with silver badge of any Unit of H.M.
Forces. The Goldsmiths & Silversmiths
Company will be pleased to submit
with Colours in enamel
and mounted Silver Badge

details upon request.

THE
GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS
COMPANY LTD

Sterling Silver Vanity Case
with. Colours in enamel
and mounted Silver Badge

112
REGENT STREET
LONDON  W  I
NUMBER II2 IS OUR ONLY ADDRESS
TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021
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THREE W EEKS' MOTOR TRIP—liusincssCumPleasure

1st BATTALION
BIRTHS
22276043 L/Cpl. Clark, W
6355749 Bdsm.

Middleton,

A son, David Charles, born at
Shorncliffe on 14th February,
1951.
E. A daughter, Jennifer Yvonne,
born at Dartford on 24th
April, 1951.

PROMOTIONS & APPOINTMENTS
1 Appointed Unpaid and Paid
/
L/Cpls., w.e.f. 26th May, '51.
. Appointed Unpaid and Paid
L/Cpl.. w.e.f. 21st March, '51.
I Appointed Unpaid and Paid
i
L/Cpls., w.e.f. 2nd June, '51.
. Promoted Unpaid and Paid
Acting Sgt. w.e.f. 1st June,
1951.
. Promoted Unpaid and Paid
Acting Cpl.. w.e.f. 1st June.
1951.

22J82217 Pte. Dodd, R.
22522933 Pte. Kelly, M.
22305842 Pte. Cox, N. ..
22517084 Pte. Southin, T.
22350338 Pte. Fuller, F.
14464042 Cpl. Tutt, V. . .
14465564 L/Cpl. Maume, J.
14462771
22286471
22259804
19038902
22386445
22382257
22275880
22309758
22328193
22413935
22523778
22382250
22408063
22249439
6140918
22275483
22202413
22408092
14701687
22289681
6399851

L/Cpl. Atkins, L.
L/Cpl. Cates. A
L/Cpl. Battman,
L/Cpl. Russell. R.
Pte. Holdaway, P.

..

) Promoted Unpaid and Paid
Acting Cpls., w.e.f. 2nd June.
E. V
1951.
.. )
. . . Appointed Unpaid and Paid
L/Cpl., w.e.f. 4th June. 1951.
. Promoted Unpaid and Paid
L/Cpl. Bott, G.
Acting Cpl. w.e.f. 5th June.
1951.
. Promoted Unpaid and Paid
L/Cpl. Arnold, J.
Acting Cpl., w.e.f. 1st June,
1951.
. Appointed Unpaid and Paid
Pte. Blake, A.
L/Cpl., w.e.f. 1st June, 1951.
Pte. Laming, T. .
Pte. Wigginton, R
Appointed Unpaid and Paid
Pte. Fooks, P. .
'r
L/Cpls., w.e.f. 11th June.
Pte. Walker, D. .
j
1951.
Pte. White, G. .
Pte. Clark, D. ...
. Promoted Unpaid and Paid
Sgt. Boorer, D. .
Acting C/Sgt.. w.e.f. 9th
June, 1951.
i Appointed Unpaid and Paid
Pte. Webster, T.
L/Cpls., w.e.f. 14th June,
Pte. Lilly white, W. }
j
1951.
Pte. Jackson. R.
. Promoted Unpaid and Paid
L/Cpl. Hope. A. .
Acting Cpl.. w.e.f. 19th June,
1951.
. Promoted Unpaid and Paid
L/Cpl. Forster, D.
Acting Cpl., w.e.f. 22nd June,
1951.
Pte. Pullen. J
. Appointed Unpaid and Paid
L/Cpl.,
w.e.f. 21st June.
1951.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
B/O = Banker's Order.
SUBSCRIBER.

C. Sales
S. A. Barrett
F. Harris
F. W. Mitchell
P.R.I., 4/R.W.K. (Jan. and Feb.)
P.R.I., H.C.G.T.C
C. I. Dorman
J. G. Luxford (2 years)
Chatham Branch (Mar.)
Col. A. K. Grant, D.S.O. (5 years)
P.R.I., 4/R.W.K. (Mar. to May)
W. Franklin
A. J. B. Sofield
E. L. Vernon
S. Knight
G. White
P. Bryne, D.C.M
Rev. D. I. W. Philips, M.A

£

....

.S.

d.

5
5
5
5
9
12
5
10
8
2 5
13
5
5
5
5
5
5
5

0
0
0
0
2
6
0
0
0
0
9
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

W

E left Cape Town on a Saturday and stayed the
first night at Britstown, after completing 450
miles.
We left the following morning for
Kimberley, where we had the opportunity of visiting a
diamond mine. A special invitation was extended to our
party to visit a sorting office, and here we were able to see
thousands of pounds worth of diamonds being sorted. One
parcel alone from one of the mines was valued at approxi
mately £150,000, and this, probably, represented only 24
hours' production. It may also interest you to know that
out of 10,000 tons of earth brought to the " washing area,"
the final outcome was only one pound of diamonds.
From Kimberley,' we proceeded to Bloemfontein, and
from there we arrived in Johannesburg on the Tuesday,
after having completed 1,000 miles.
Whilst staying in Johannesburg we paid a visit to
Pretoria, which, at the time of our arrival was possibly the
most beautiful city in the Union. It was the Jacaranda
season, and the trees were covered with pale mauve flowers:
many other subtropical flowers were in bloom, noticeably
Bouganvillea and Hibiscus.
After leaving Johannesburg, we proceeded to Durban,
where we were able to visit a Zulu reserve, and the Nagel
Dam. which is responsible for supplying Durban with water.
Both the Dam and the Reserve are situated in the Valley
of a Thousand Hills, which is quite true, although I didn't
count them.
Leaving Durban, we travelled, via the South Coast
route, through an area known at the Transkei, as far as
Umtata, and so reached East London, with many places of
interest both in and around the town, visiting Nahoon
Beach, which is probably the finest in the Union.
Our homeward route from East London took us
through Port Elizabeth, which is principally a port and
industrial centre, Knysna, George and Oudtshoorn. Pass
ing through the lastmentioned town, enabled us to visit
the Cango Caves, which, J understand, are not dissimilar
in form to the Cheddar Caves in England, except that they
are much larger, and are not so modernised as an attrac
tion for the visitor.
We also visited an ostrich farm, which we found most
interesting. The birds live for about 45 years, and are
plucked for feather from the age of six months, until they
are about twelve years old. At that age, the best specimens
are taken for breeding, and the remainder are killed.
The meat from these birds is made into " biltong," a
favourite South African dish: the skin is cured, and used in
the manufacture of bags, shoes, etc. The feathers are
removed and are made into beautiful capes and handbags.
The feathers which are of a lesser quality, are made into
feather dusters. The feet can also be used, and they are
generally mounted and utilised for cigarette stands, etc.
During the breeding season, which is from June until
December, the male and female are paired, and usually,
two sets of sittings are hatched. Each set contains about
16 eggs. These eggs are approximately six inches long,
and are equivalent to 24 hen's eggs. The sheir is usually
about ^ inch thick.
From Oudtshoorn, it was necessary to return home,
and the 300 miles to Cape Town were accomplished in
one day. We had a really delightful trip, and covered only
100 miles short of 3,000.
S. J. LAW.
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Bandit Leader Bagged by Kent Soldiers
CHATHAM MEN PROMINENT IN JUNGLE AMBUSH

B

ANDITS bagged by the 1st Bn.. The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, in Malaya include an
important member of the Communist State Executive.

A correspondent with the Bn. informs the Kent
Messenger that the Bn. has continued to carry out its role
with a great deal of hard work and some success.

These vehicles look like a large steel box on wheels
and are used mainly for troop carrying.

He goes on:
The only change in location has been the change over
B and Sp. Coys, from and to Kerling. respectively.
B Coy. at Kerling scored a 3—0 bandit kill on May
16th. and on June 4th, C Coy. opened their account with
one bandit killed near Tanjong Malim.
It seems that Chatham is responsible for producing, at
any rate so far, the best antibandit members of the Bn.,
since in B Coy.'s ambush two more natives of that town
took a responsible part.
They are Pte. D. G. Charlton who lives at 14, Brad
field Avenue, and Pte. R. J. Mathews, of 15, Institute Road.
Apart from decreasing the bandit forces by three, it
was found that these men were carrying what was probably
the bandit payroll, and one of them was an important
member of the Communist State Executive. A most suc
cessful morning's work !
C Coy.'s patrol was described as " a morning's rough
shooting in the rubber"—with lots of lead, but a small
" bag " to show. Nevertheless, the Bn. score of nine is a
good record for our first two months' operations.
To maintain
administration.

Pte. Gordon Westgate is a 19yearsold National
Service man who lived with his grandmother at Maydean,
Langley, near Maidstone. This young soldier used to drive
a van for his father who is a building contractor at Langley.
Now he drives an armoured three ton chassis vehicle
weighing over five tons.

these

operations

requires a

lot

of

A most important part of this work is that of the trans
port section, under Lt. R. R. O'R. Shearburn.
This section of some 93 men operate all types of
vehicles from staff cars and Land Rovers to armoured
threetonners, lowcarrying threetonners, 15cwts. and twin
Brengun scout guns.
They fetch the rations and ammunition, take the fight
ing troops to and from their areas of operations, carry
escorts and may, perhaps, be likened to a ship's engine in
their job—if it stops, then so does the ship.
Those of us who sailed to Malaya in the troopship
Devonshire will remember the trouble that occurs when
the engine stops. Most of these men had little previous
driving experience, but a look at their duties gives one an
idea of their present task.
L/Cpl. Sidney Constable, a 28yearsold regular soldier,
drives the commanding officer, Lt.Col. A. Martyn.
Before joining the Army, L/Cpl. Constable, drove a
lorry for a building firm, but says he much prefers his
present vehicle, a heavy utility, which he has already driven
3,000 miles in Malaya over all sorts of roads and tracks.

Another member of the M.T. Section is Pte. Charlie
Harman, a 20yearsold National Service man, who has
driven his car over 3,950 miles on escort duty since arriving
in Malaya. He lived with his mother, father and three
brothers at Daniel's Water, Great Chart, and drove a
tractor for Mr, Baxter of Coldharbour Farm, Bethersden.
He also played football for Bethersden Reserves, and
cricket for Great Chart. Harman says he likes his job and
the Army life, but much prefers Coldharbour Farm to
Malaya. Who wouldn't !
Do not let it be thought that the Army depends solely
upon its transport.
Cpl. Lees is the Bn. ration N.C.O., and is definitely of
the opinion that an Army still marches on its stomach,
judging from the large amount and variety of food with
which he has to deal.
There are fresh rations, dry goods, K rations, 24 hours'
oneman packs and 10man packs, and the cookhouse can
produce four meals a day.
When patrols go out men carry their own rations,
usually sufficient to last them three days.
Among the activities of the Bn. this month was a
parade held on Queen Mary's birthday.
Queen Mary is ColonelinChief of the 13/18 Royal
Hussars, and the troop attached to the Bn. paraded under
its commander, 2nd,/Lt. H. Tyarck, with the Bn. in support.
A Royal salute was given, followed by a marchpast,
at which the salute was taken by Maj. D. H. Andrews, M.C.,
2nd i/c. of the 1st Bn.
At football, the first XI have played and won two
matches in the Ulu Selangor League. They beat P.W.D.
10 and Batu Arang 21.
The only first XI cricket match played so far has been
in Kuala Lumpur versus 1st Bn., The Suffolk Regiment.
The R.W.K.s lost by 12 runs. The return match was,
unfortunately, washed out by heavy rain.
In an athletic match against Klang, D/Major Watts,
Sgt. Parker, Cpl. Arnold and Lt. Shearburn all won their
events.
The camp building programme is progressing rapidly,
and it hoped that all regrouping will soon be complete,
with " bashas " for all.
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BATTALION

BATTALION H.Q.

T

HE correspondence from Coys, this
month is smaller than usual due to
the fact that for the three weeks
after Camp the Bn. virtually closed down,
but now that it has opened up again our
correspondence will resume its usual
capacity.

On Friday, 13th July, the Bn. held
their " Officers' July Ball," the first of these
events since before the war. The Ball was held at the
"Tudor House" on the Ashford Road, near Bearsted. The
Committee, under the leadership of the Chairman, Maj.
A. R. H. Waring, T.D., had arranged to move the Bn.
silver over to the Tudor House from Tonbridge and it made
a magnificent display in front of the fireplace at one end of
the ballroom. The Commanding Officer gave permission
for the Colours of the 4th and 5th Bns. to be moved from
the Officers' Mess and they were placed behind the display
of silver, making a wonderful backcloth.
(Editor.—It is hoped to republish the photographs
next month.)
We were extremely sorry that the Colonel of the Regi
ment was unable to be with us on this occasion, as he was
unavoidably attending Camp with 56 (London) Armoured
Div. (T.A.).
Amongst our guests, who were received by Lt.Col.
and Mrs. L. F. W. Jackson, we were very glad to welcome
Rear Admiral A. L. Poland, C.B., D.S.O., D.S.C., Brig. G.
Ingham, Col. and Mrs. G. E. L. Pardington, Maj. and Mrs.
C. H. Keenlyside and a large party from the 1st Bn., The
Buffs. In all, some two hundred and twenty people
attended the ball; we take this opportunity of thanking all
who attended and, as a result of such an encouraging recep
tion, it is intended to make the ball an annual event.
In order to add a military flavour to this social
occasion, the Colours and silver were guarded during the
evening by members of the Bn. dressed in " Reds " and
the supper interval was announced by the Bn. buglers
sounding a fanfare followed by the Regimental Calls of the
two County Regiments and finished with the sounding of
the Officers Long Mess Call. We would like to thank all
those members of the Drums and the Guard, who gave up
their spare time at the end of a day's work, to assist the
Committee in making the Ball a success.
On 15th July representatives of the Bn. attended the
Reunion at Maidstone and spent a most enjoyable day.
We were pleased to see some wellknown faces from D
Coy. at Penge (the most distant Coy. from Maidstone), in
particular, L/Cpls. Ransome, Pace and Harrison.
In
addition we saw C.S.M. A. Clifton, M.M., and realised
with regret that this represented his last Reunion as a serv
ing member of the 4th Bn.; we look forward to seeing him
in future years as a member of the Past and Present
Association.
We offer our congratulations to Pte. W. Williams and
his wife on the birth of a son on 8th July, 195],

" A " COMPANY
It is with pleasure that I begin this task of becoming a
substitute for our scribe, who, with the utmost esprit de
corps has done so well in the past. The weekend camp,
for the benefit of all drinking men on the Coy. strength,
was in all opinions a success; the Coy. had sufficient skill
or luck, as the case may be, to obtain eight marksmen and
six firstclass Bren gunners; the local publicans also had
the good fortune to take a large percentage of the week
end training pay.
I am happy to announce that the higher executives of
A Coy. have been blessed with the idea that a Coy. Dinner
would be an advantage to the physical fitness of all
personnel, and therefore have decided, if all goes well, that
the Coy. will be on parade for such a function in the near
future. There is little doubt that the position of chairman
will be offered to the Officer Commanding (Maj. Bird), this
being no consolation as the chairman will doubtlessly be
expected to buy the first round. The partaking of much
" conna " will be an order of the day.
Once again our beloved P.S.I. (C.S.M. Wilson) is bask
ing in the sunshine, with a pocket full of piastres and a
leave pass for 21 days. He is by this time, in all prob
ability, buried in the Margate sand with a Bren gun beside
him; I can well imagine him trying to drill the stout ladies
with the funny hats (from whence they came nobody knows).
The Coy. recruiting campaign is still in full swing,
all volunteers have been instructed to try to encourage the
National Service men to sign on the dotted line. We are
hoping that the little publicity we received by mixing our
selves up with a lot of sheep and cows at the Maidstone
Agricultural Show will also prove beneficial in regard to
volunteers, as might the church parade of the Past and
Present Association on Sunday, the 15th July.
" Jobeca."

" B " COMPANY
Since the last contribution to " The Buster," we have
been closed down for a few weeks and only once have we
been out as a Coy., or should I say, " in company," in the
case of some of our members who know Westerham. The
first item on the agenda was the Divisional Rifle Meeting,
which was held at Hythe Ranges during the weekend
23rd24th July. The Coy. personnel making up the Bn.
team were Sgt. Vallins, Sgt. Styles, Sgt. Johnson, L/Cpl.
Amber and our coach, Sgt. Tillman. Sgt. Vallins obtained
the highest score in the Bn. at this meeting so once again
we say, " Well done, Harry ! "
Still
Tillman
thing to
was also

on the subject of the Div. Shoot, social side, Sgt.
has been complaining of backaches. Is that any
do with the hard boards of the I5cwt. ? There
a double bed in the back of the truck.

Carrying on with our shooting prowess, the 7th8th
July found us on Shoreham Ranges firing our L.M.G.
Classification. Our Coy. Comd., Maj. Coath, being very
pleased, if not satisfied, with having in his Coy. seven
marksmen, eleven firstclass shots and ten secondclass
shots. The absence of Capt. Ford during the weekend was
regretted. He was unable to attend on account of a serious
malady known as a " broken toe." The Coy. express their
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sympathy. It has been noticed, however, since the week
end that certain members of the Coy. are becoming masters
in the art of speaking German. Such words as " spazieren,"
" sitzen " and a few other encouraging words arc high on
the list of mustlearns.
The social side of our life in St. Mary Cray has been
very quiet this last month. We are looking forward, how
ever, to entertaining guests from B.H.Q. and also some past
members of B Coy. at " The Bridge House," St. Mary Cray,
on Friday, 20th July, where we are having a dinner. We
are assured of a good attendance of members of the Coy.
and their wives and so are hoping to be able to report in
the next " Buster" that a very enjoyable function will have
been the result.
On Saturday, 21st July, we are entertaining in the
Coy. Clubroom members of the 57th (M.) L.A.A. Regt.,
R.A., which is a mixed regiment of men and W.R.A.C., and
so we are looking forward to a very enjoyable evening.
Maj. Coath, however, will insist that we, after making
friends of them, sabotage their guns by sending out a
patrol in the early hours of Sunday morning. We will, of
course, have to tell you more about this in the next
" Buster."
" Busy Bee."

" C " COMPANY
Following the annual period of hibernation resulting
from Camp, the Coy. has now come to life once more. On
Thursday, 12th July, a C.O.'s Parade was held, in spite of
the weather, during which an interesting lecture was given
on the various new weapons which we hope to acquire
within the next year or two. Sunday. 15th July, found us
shut away on Shoreham Range, endeavouring to improve
our standard on the L.M.G. As far as the N.S.M. were
concerned, it was a purely voluntary parade, but it was very
encouraging to note the number that attended.
Five N.S.M. have reported to the Coy. since our
enjoyable fortnight at Dover, one of whom is a veteran
from Korea. This contingent has shown a markedly high
standard all round and we are hoping they will join the
select band of volunteer N.S.M. already to be seen at
Seven oaks.
A seemingly strange new car has been seen on the
premises recently. On further investigation it appears that
Maj. Coombes has resisted the temptation of purchasing a
new vehicle but has had his trusty old steed furbished up
with great success and surprisingly little damage to his
pocket.
Our condolences to Capt. Haynes, who has been suffer
ing agonies with a tooth that has defied all efforts of
extraction. The last oneandahalf hours spent in the
" torture chamber" finally did the trick, but we cannot
help but feel that the combined efforts of Lt. Duggan and
Cpl. Matthews, fresh from Hythe with a couple of sticks
of 808 would have been just as successful and far less pain
ful—or would they ?
Lt. Pennells has recently returned from a successful
Course at the Joint School of Chemical Warfare and we
are still quaking in our boots as to the frightful schemes
he has in mind for us. We offer him our congratulations
on passing his recent examinations, which were the reason

for him missing Camp this year. It is learned from
authoritive sources that on passing his next set he will be
entitled to put the letter B.D. after his name—very
appropriate !
Our congratulations to C.S.M. Wool Icy, Sgts. Maynard
and Winch, Cpls. Matthews and Rodcn on their participa
tion in the District Rille Shoot recently held at Hythe.
Although no laurels were won. the Coy. was well to the
fore.
We
his spell
is to be
calls "a

were pleased to sec the C.S.M. once more, after
of leave, but we understand that his reappearance
shortlived, since he is now off again on what he
proper holiday." Some people are lucky !

Little has been seen in the last few weeks of Pie. Piper,
but the service of British Railways in this area has been
improving. Is there any significance in this, or ought one
to enquire further into the goings on in the shed adjacent
to Tubs Hill Bridge on platform six ?
" Pen Pusher."

" D " COMPANY
The main event of the month, other than my leave,
was the party to celebrate the winning of the Festival Cup
and the Drill Competition, which was organized by mem
bers of the Coy., and we must thank all concerned for the
splendid show. The entertainments were organized by Cpl.
King and we must thank Brenda Buck and the other
artists who gave their services for our entertainment.
Later on in the evening. Maj. J. D. Stocker, M.C.,
T.D., gave us his recipe for a punch bowl. It goes some
thing like this: First, a few bottles of "brown," then a
drop of this and a drop of that. Then what's in that bottle ?
Right, we will have some of that. Then a bystander is
asked or detailed to taste the " brew." and, if not to taste,
repeat the process. The secret of the drink is to gel
the bystander to do the tasting.
The following morning several of the Coy. went to
Castle Hill Range, and it was found that some strange
malady had struck some members of the Coy.—symptoms
being a feeling of a hammer in the head and a tongue like
a piece of leather. Still, on the way back, these worthy
people managed to win seven shillings on a fruit machine,
so there must be something in this drink.
D.B.

HAYNES
BROTHERS
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The month ended fittingly with the PassingOut Parade
of our first Intake of Recruits. The Colonel of the Regi
ment took the parade and complimented both the recruits
and training staff on the high standard they had achieved in
their six weeks at the Depot. After the Parade, which was
watched by some 80 relatives and friends, there was a short
service in the gymnasium, followed by tea in the drill shed.
The recruits have now gone to Canterbury for further
training before joining the 1st Bn.

SERGEANTS' MESS

J

ULY, as usual, has been a busy month—more so this
year now that the Barracks are full again. To begin
with, we had a shortened Regimental Cricket Week.
This will be reported on in full when the remaining match
against the Old Suttonians on August 16th has been played,
but briefly the results were: Versus Buffs, lost by seven
wickets: versus Band of Brothers, won by eight wickets;
versus Mote, won by one wicket. I he weather was fine
and we are greatly indebted to the Buffs' Band for playing
during the three days.
The following week most of the Permanent Staff were
engaged as assistants for the two days ol the Kent Agricul
tural Show in Mote Park. We also had a detachment of the
Parachute Regiment staying with us. They were to have
taken part in the Show but much to everyone's disappoint
ment the weather was unsuitable for parachute drops.. In
fact, on the second day it poured with rain, and many cars
stuck in the mud.
On Friday, the 13th, the 4th Bn. held a dance at
Tudor House, near Maidstone, which, no doubt, will be
reported more fully in their own correspondence.
The following day the Kent Cricket Week started
and followers of the game will have seen that Kent were
treated somewhat roughly by Warwickshire and Yorkshire.
As usual, the Officers of the Regiment had a tent on the
ground which was well attended.
The main event of the week was, of course, the
Reunion on Sunday, the 15th. Once again, the weather
was kind to us and this year it was doubly important that
it should be, since it fell on St. Swithin's Day. I he Parade
was earlier this year and during the C hurch Service a
Book of Remembrance to those who lost their lives in the
last war was dedicated by Canon Sampson and placed in
the new lectern, which has now been installed close to the
existing one. The church was full for the impressive
service, after which the Parade marched to Brenchley
Gardens for the laying of wreaths, and finally back to
Barracks, where the Colonel of the Regiment took the
salute. This year the Parade was headed by the Band of
the 1st Bn., The Buffs, followed by the Depot contingent.
The proceedings in the afternoon took their usual course,
with the inclusion of the Standard Bearers Competition on
the back field.
This was won by the 10th Bn., closely
followed by Bromley and Maidstone, equal second. Prizes
were distributed by Mrs. Keenlyside at 5.15 p.m., and
finally the Corps of Drums of the Home Counties Brigade
Beat the Retreat.
On Wednesday of the Cricket Week, the Depot pro
vided a contingent to the Annual Street Procession. Many
favourable comments were passed about their smartness and
few spectators could believe that they had been in the Aimy
for such a short time.

July, indeed, has been a melancholy month for the
Sgts'. Mess, and it will, no doubt, come as a surprise to
many that we have to record with deep regret the passing
of Mr. J. D. Hayley, M.C., D.C.M., and Mr. F. Bailey
("Bill"), our Mess steward.
An obituary of "Bill"
appears elsewhere in this issue. Their loss has been a great
shock to us all. We extend our deepest sympathy to
relatives.
As is usual, July is always a very busy month for
Regimental Depot personnel and we can now sit back for
a brief spell and be thankful that so much seems to have
taken place in so short a space of time.
Early in the month V.l.P.s in the A.D.M.T., the War
Office, visited the Depot on the 3rd and our Brigade Colonel
and Adjutant on the 5th. It is hoped they were satisfied
with all they saw and that our Depot is well up to the
standards required.
The Kent County Agricultural Show saw majority of
the Mess members on duty under the direction of the R.S.M.
The second day of the show was spoilt by heavy rain.
On the 15th, the 13th Annual Reunion was held and
we were very pleased to meet so many past members who
came from far and near. The attendance appeared well
up to standard and during the service at All Saints' Church
a Book of Remembrance was dedicated to those who gave
their lives in the second Great War. We were fortunate
again in that excellent weather prevailed and were pleased
with the congratulatory order published stating that the
Colonel of the Regiment (MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B.,
O.B.E.) was satisfied with the arrangements and congratu
lated the Depot staff for their part in making the day such
a success.
Certificate " A " Boards have eased off now. but Sgt.
Keating was performing as a member early in the month
and the R.S.M. and C.S.M. Blacknell (Middlesex Regt.)
acted as judges at a Cadet contingent competition held at
Tunbridgc School.
The latter part of the month was marred by the passing
of "Bill" Bailey on 21st, followed by Mr. J. D. Hayley
(R.S.M.'s father) unexpectedly on the 24th. " Bill " was
buried in Woodlands Cemetery, Gillingham. on 25th, four
members from the Sgts'. Mess and two from Maidstone
Branch, Past and Present Association, as pall bearers, and
six members from the Mess were pall bearers for the late
Mr. J. D. Hayley. who was laid to rest in the Garrison
Cemetery, Shorncliffe, on 28th July. Pall bearers were
under O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman on each occasion.
On 28th July an all ranks' dance was held in the New
Gymnasium as a final function for our first Intake of
National Servicemen. Such occasions find all Mess mem
bers fully employed in the various duties necessary and in
the absence of Sgt.Major Haley, many little worries cropped
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up that are normally always laid on when lie is in charge.
Nevertheless, our thanks are due to Sgt.Instructor (P.T.)
Franklin (A.P.T.C.) for the able way he carried out the
duties of M.C. and to C/Sgt. Ringe, Sgts. Manson, Keating,
Saywell and Kent for their valuable help. Unfortunately,
il was not realised that the recruits had not had much
opportunity of meeting any local maidens owing to their
training commitments, and as the evening wore on it seemed
that there were only the recruits present. We ,hope they
enjoyed it. The recruits were drafted to Canterbury for
continuation training on 2nd August in real style, for the
British Railways had reserved firstclass compartments for
them on the train. The previous day they had been passed
out from their first stage of training. MajorGeneral W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., inspected the parade and took the
salute. Following the parade, the Depot was " At Home "
for their relatives and friends who had been invited to watch
the parade.
The present members of the Mess, we are pleased to
know, will remain and there is not likely to be any changes
in the Permanent Staff for some time, for the R.S.M.. Sgts.
Kent and Manson have all decided to continue in the
service for yet another year. This was nothing to do with
the increased rates of pension and granting of bounties
recently announced, for they had all made up their minds
before the announcement was made.
No doubt these
increases will have considerable thought by those who are
about to terminate their active Army career and go on
pension. In view of the increased rates in respect of rank
element, more senior N.C.O.s will resume educational
studies with a view to obtaining their Army Education
Certificate, First Class, for those not already in possession
of this certificate and are holding senior ranks under the war
time promotion scheme, a further period of grace has been
granted until 31st July, 1952; so those concerned better
make up their minds now to ensure security of rank in the
future.
For the time being the duties of Mess Steward have
been taken on by Sgt. Keating, who has had considerable
experience whilst serving in Gibraltar, where he was
Garrison Sgts'. Mess Steward for a long time.
Letters have been received from R.S.M. Stephens and
R.Q.M.S. Grubb, of the 1st Bn., and we are pleased to hear
they have now reformed their Mess and going strong. It
is understood members of the 1st Bn. have now attained
that " tan" on their knees and no further supplies of
" Polish, Brown," are required.
The following have visited the Depot (apart from the
many on Reunion day) since we last went to press.
R.Q.M.S. Bill Hunt from H.Q., Eastern Command, on his
appointment to a short service commission as Lt. (Q.M.).
He is destined for F.A.R.E.L.F. Training Centre and will
soon be on his way when he has received all the necessary
inoculations, etc. Wc offer our congratulations on his
attaining commissioned rank. C/Sgts. Murphy, Saunders
and Sgt. Palmer have also joined from service overseas. We
also hear that Sgt. Collingwood has arrived but, unfortu
nately, he was admitted to hospital direct from the boat.
Our " Tilly Arm, Sgt. Brooks, R.E.M.E., has had a short
spell in hospital, but has since recovered and is now on 14
days' leave (lucky man). We have not had any news of late
from "Billy Boy" (C.S.M. Blundon), whom, it is under
stood, has now been moved from hospital to a convalescent
hospital. We hope he is gradually recovering from his long

illness. Wc are very sorry to hear that C.S.M. Jim
Mansfield has been very ill at Colchester and hope he will
recover in due course. The O.R.Q.M.S. seems to be putting
in plenty of hours these days, but no doubt he will brighten
up next month when our new Adjutant, Lt. J. A. Scouller,
is due to join.
Members have not indulged in cricket of late, but will
soon be getting in the nets in preparation for their match
versus the Prison Officers of Wormswood Scrubs Prison, who
are arriving on the 1st September to play us in an allday
match. The following week we shall be celebrating the
Regimental Day with our usual Regimental Anniversary
Dance, which we hope will be of the same standard as those
of the past.
No doubt many will wonder why no " Gardening
Notes" appeared in the last edition of "The Buster." It
would appear that the Editor had to draw a line as he had
slightly more material than was required. However, a brief
resume is given to let you know w eare all now benefiting
from our labours.
R.S.M. still talks like an angler regarding the size of
his beans, tomatoes, in fact, anything that he attempts to
grow. As previously stated his statements cannot be veri
fied and he has not yet produced any evidence in confirma
tion of his claims, which we all leel are greatly exaggerated.
Of course, I forgot to mention that we had Mr. George
Carter staying with us during the Kent Cricket Week and
he did, in fact, get a slight glimpse of the R.S.M.'s patch
when he visited his house one evening. George, quite
unprepared for the repercussions, when asked by a fellow
Mess member what he thought of the R.S.M.'s garden said
he found him frantically weeding when he arrived and did
his best to divert George's attention to his fine bowl of
goldfish. So perhaps the garden is not quite all it is claimed
to be (?).
A forest fire is likely to break out at any minute in
C/Sgt. Ringe's jungle. The raspberries, except on the
fringes, have been allowed to drop as it was not possible
to penetrate the dense crop of raspberry canes, weeds, wire,
etc. He has about a dozen very good looking tomato plants
coming along and some lettuce and beet. Apart from that
very little work is being carried out. Unless lie waters the
tomatoes, the crop (if any) will be spoilt.
The O.R.Q.M.S. has had to neglect his garden during
the past couple of months owing to reactivation, and in
consequence it is now in a state of " suspended animation "
and the weeds seem to be taking control. Neverthelss, the
garden was favourably commented upon by George Carter,
who had the pleasure of seeing a fine crop of runner beans
produced from the seed he kindly supplied. In addition the
Mess have enjoyed some excellent cabbages, spring onions
and lettuce. He hopes to have a fair showing of beans,
marrows (coming along fine), beetroot, carrots and onions
later. In lact, he is seriously considering entering some of
his produce in a local vegetable and flower show, of which
we hope to have some comment in our next notes.
" McCartney."

Dentists wile: "Why do you open the door of the
waitingroom when I sing ? "
Dentist: " I want to show the other clients that the
noise is not made by the patient in the chair."
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EX "B" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION

T

HE big moment this month for all members of the
Regiment was, of course, the Reunion at Maidstone.
" B " Company were well represented, as usual, and,
on the 5th Battalion marker on the parade ground, repre
sented no fewer than onethird of those present.
Our party travelled down in their own right as members
of the Catford and District Branch in the Catford coach.
The arrangements were much better than those which took
us to Maidstone last year, and the driver, having picked us
up from Penge, Catford and Lee, respectively, obligingly
dropped us at the same places; indeed, he would have been
willing, 1 believe, to have made door to door calls !
Anyway, the whole show was an enormous success,
from the picking up points; the arrival with only 5 minutes
to spare on the parade ground; the grand time we all had
during the day: to the final embussing at 6.30; the arrival 5
minutes before opening time at the pub on the way back:
to the final dropping of most of the " B " Company crowd
at Lee, where the evening was concluded in notable style at
the local " of our Secretary.
An excellent day. Congratulations to the organizers
of the Reunion at Maidstone, and congratulations to the
Catford Branch for their share in making the day a com
plete success. The numbers of " B " Company on parade
at the Annual Reunion are gradually increasing year by
year and we hope next year to muster even more.
Our meeting on the first Saturday in July was con
cerned, to a large extent with the draw for and the playing
of the first matches in our Darts Competition. There are
23 entries in all, and in the absence of our mathematical
wizard and Treasurer on holiday, we poor lesser mortals
were hard put to sort out the necessary byes into the second
round that would make the remainder of the knockout
competition a success.
The result of the draw will be published in the next
issue of the " Bangers' Gazette," but on this occasion the
lirst three matches were played with the result that, after a
hard struggle in each case, Alex Cameron beat Harry Lake;
Wally Lippingwell beat W. Dennis; and Len Clarke beat
Les. Satchell.
Highest score to date after these three
matches was a mere 107 from Len Clarke. It will be
remembered that a prize of 50 fags is to be presented for
the top score of the competition, subject to certain rules.
We were very pleased to greet Bert Leworthy on his
first visit to the Drill Hall from Sevenoaks. He tells us il
will most certainly not be his last. Unfortunately, the
train situation compels him to leave early. Then we had a
delayed action visit from Bert Cook, who had neglected us
for about 18 months, and a visit also from one whom we
hadn't seen for over 11 years—Tom Blandford.
Apart from the darts, in which there was great interest.

we had our usual very entertaining evening.
Our Tom
organized the usual raffle, and Les. Satchell organized the
" Tippit " brigade, until the draught wallop ran out. The
bar then closed down and ihe tongues began to wag, and
by degrees the music department got weaving—a solo here
and there with a chorus in between. Horace gave us his
repertoire, and " Hardships" from Harry Lake lent tone to
the proceedings.
At about a i to 12, after a gentle hint that the time
was getting on, those ol us who had missed the last bus
b> a mile were very pleased to pile aboard Alex s scooter
and felt very gratified that we had done the London Trans
port out of about I/ or two.
' Nightingale."

+

11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

T

HE 13th Reunion of the Association was supported
in fair strength by the Lewisham Association, though
several missing from the " Regulars " included Capt.
R Malthy, M.C., and Capt. R. O. Russell, M.C., but the
Chairman, Capt. A. V. D. Morley, M.C., making his first
official appearance, was supported by Col. D. J. Dean, V.C.,
T.D., "Len" Dawson, Secretary, Mr. R. C. M. Jenkins,
"Joe" Woodhall, and W. Riggall.
Of course, our " Tim " was present and in very good
form and health, which we all were delighted to observe,
after his illness. All members of the Association will, 1
am sure, join me in congratulating him on his long and
meritorious service for the " Queen's Own, and in wishing
him many happy years in his retirement. He caused much
fun on parade when ExS.M. Tranter arrived late, and who
was directed with much mock severity into a blank file,
just as though he was the rawest of recruits.
We are always happy to see Col. Dean, who has so
naturally taken over the leadership of the Association on
these parades. After the lamented death of Col. A. C. Corfe,
D.S.O., his happy smile is a great inspiration to us all. We
all feel very grateful to The " Buffs " for sending their band
for the Reunion, and right well did it do its job, and I was
very impressed as we marched back on to the square with
The " Buffs " playing The " Queen's Own " march.
The inspection by the Colonel of the Regiment, Major
General W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., was a very friendly and
happy occasion.
His happy smile as he recognised individuals, a warm
hand shake and a few friendly words, was most pleasant
to observe, and his remark to me, as he saw a comrade
wearing the medals of the last war, " Isn't it nice to see the
young men on parade," shows how much he is thinking of
the future of the Association. The march to the church
went off very well, though I noticed one or two in
difficulties.
"Tim" Haley did well to cover the distance, though
his son, R.S.M. A. J. Haley, tried very hard to get his father
t.i take the coach. Nothing doing. The service was very
sincere and the dedication of the Book of Remembrance
to the dead of the Regiment of the 2nd World War most
touching.
The sight of the two men in regimental uniform stand
ing guard over the lectern will remain in our minds for
many years.
The ceremony at the Cenotaph, when the Colonel of
the Regiment and the Mayor of Maidstone lay wreaths at
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its foot, with the redcoated Chelsea Pensioners standing
guard and the robed Corporation facing the line of Associa
tion Standards, with the khakiclad recruits facing the
old soldiers, made a very impressive picture.
The order of march on the return from the church was
reversed, and through a slight error at the Cenotaph cere
mony, the 11th Association found itself in the lead after
wards, with its V.C. leader marching with quiet dignity at
the head.
It was a proud moment when the procession passed its
Colonel of the Regiment in salute, of whom all are most
proud, and very rightly, too.
The rest of the day was spent mostly in the field,
listening to the band and the various sports and entertain
ments arranged by the Maidstone Branch, who must be
thanked and heartily congratulated on its most successful
efforts.
"Pte. Banks."

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

T

HE Branch members found that its first organised
party to the Annual Reunion of the Association,
was very successful and enjoyable, in spite of the fact
that the coach started 20 minutes late from Catford, due
to the writer taking the "Wrong Turning" (on a Train) when
travelling across London for which he received some hearty
"Raspberries," and most uncomplimentary remarks from
(he "Gang" led by irrisistable "Harry" Lake, and was rele
gated to the "Punishment" section of the coach.
The journey to Maidstone was made just in time (II
minutes to spare) for the Driver got lost during a tea halt.
On arrival the party split up to its various units, and
after the parade adjourned to sample a Pint or two before
lunch, and badly needed, too. The writer had a very busy
time trying to round up his flock during the afternoon, in
order to have a group photograph taken. He only partially
succeeded.
But what we want to know is, " Where did Bob Fielder
and Harry Lake get to?" Where did they spend the time?
We are very grateful to Joe Woodhall for displaying
wonderful patience before taking the photo, which I hope
will be successful, and for the generous act he performed
just before lunch.
Little things like that cause a big impression and do
much good. Thank you Joe.
The Branch saw very little of "Nap" ExR.S.M. W. J.
Napier. D.C.M., who without doubt spent most of his time
with his 1st Battalion Comrades and we hope that he fully
enjoyed it.
Several Lads of the Branch had a "go" on the 25 yard
range, but none were successful. Tom Sayer had a good
practise card but could not make head nor tale of the
following card. The targets were all "one" he complained
while "Len" Clarke was successful in missing the target
completely.
1 wonder why? was the Maidstone Beer so potent as
to affect their sight. It was very pleasant to see the children
enjoying the Punch and Judy show and the races arranged
for them. 1 wonder whether the visitors observed "Sid"
Terry and Joe Saunders' impromptu performance in the
middle of the field, having a mock tug of war, with the aid
of a "Hankie" while the young Soldiers were doing their
stuff with the rope.

We all missed Albert (" Med ") Medhurst, and wish
him a speedy recovery from his sudden illness and hope
that his holiday will soon bring it about.
The afternoon passed too quickly, which is a tribute
to the organisers, who are to be congratulated, and at 5.30
we made our way to the Parade Ground, where "Retreat"
was to be sounded.
We witnessed a very good display of marching and
counter marching by the "Drums," who received generous
rounds of applause, truly earned, considering its short
period of existence.
The members closed up on the coach at 6.30 p.m. when
we left the Barracks after a very happy and interesting day.
A half way halt was called for where the Branch took over
the music room.
A "Kitty" was made up and soon all were enjoying a
good singsong, when all the old and new favourites were
sung or murdered, according to individual taste and with
a pint pot to hand, a very livelv and happy hour was spent.
Leaders in this fun were Tom Sayer, Sid Terry and.
as usual, "Genial Joe" Saunders did his stuff.
The journey to Catford was completed in good time,
the untiring vocalist still poured forth streams of "Melody"
good as otherwise, as the coach rolled along, and then like
all good things, must come to an end, we arrived, tired,
and very happy. Those who got off at Catford repaired to
the "Ravensbourne " for a final round, and all agreed that
it had been a very happy and enjoyable day.
Thanks are due for coach arrangements to Sid Terry,
assisted by Harry Lake and Bill Toomer.
Others not mentioned, who made up the party, were
Dicky and Mrs. Hale. Mr. and Mrs. C. Sayer, Mr. and Mrs.
French.
Messrs. Ballard, Boughton, Baker, French, Horace.
Mqskell, Satchell and Wilks and the Ladies, Mrs. L. Clarke
and children, Mrs. Lake, Mrs. Fielder, Mrs. Terry, Mrs.
Toomer. Others made up the party at Maidstone. The
Ladies of the Entertainments Committee, Mrs. Fielder and
Mrs. Lake, ran a raffle very successfully on the outward
journey. proceeds of which go to the Standard Fund, which
is making surprising progress, due to generous donors.
The Branch is organising a party to attend the London
Bianch Social in September, which it hopes will be very
successful.
Other plans for entertaining the members are under
way, and which will be announced at the next meeting.
Good luck and Best Wishes to all members and
Branches of the Association.
"Ravensbourne."

DENNISS PAINE & CO., LTD.
Contractors To H.M. Government

FOR ALL YOUR
IRONMONGERY
MAIDSTONE.

Tele: 2259
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LONDON BRANCH

T

HIS being my final contribution as the official reporter
of our branch may I thank the Editor for promptly
getting into print what has often been a rush job
owing to the lateness of our meetings. In handing over to
the Spider, many readers of this gazette will remember
him as one of the most regular and interesting writers of
the prewar days. The progress of the branch between the
1950 and 1951 reunions has been more than satisfactory
and besides having much more congenial headquarters, 27
new members have joined us. Our efforts for closer co
operation with the Catford Branch, llth Battalion, ex"B"
Coy. 5/Bn. and 62 Club is bearing fruit thanks to among
others Mr. Knight, Mr. Dawson, Mr. L. Clarke and Mr.
Worslev. Our aim is not so much branch membership as
comradeship within the Regiment, and seeing more of each
other whenever possible. If any one person in the branch
deserves our thanks it is Mr. W. A. Cole the secretary, who
at all times works so hard for the benefit of all members,
and wc are pleased he is carrying on for another year. It
was a pleasure at our last meeting to welcome to the branch
Mr. S. (Pop) Humphreys and Mr. Charlie Dumbrell.
Several members of the regiment residing in the Watford
area are being weeded out by Mr. Toms and it won't De
long before they are with us. To all those readers living
our way and not yet in a branch, remember we are waiting
to meet you on the last Friday of every month at The
C'ranbourne, Leicester Square. In conclusion wishing all
members of the "Queen's Own" good health and the best
of luck, don't forget to get your tickets, price 8s., for the
Reunion at the Bridge House Hotel, London Bridge, on
Saturday, 8th September, 1951.
"One Wave."

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

O

UR usual meeting was held one week earlier in July
owing to the 13th Annual Regimental Reunion
being held on 15th. Thirty members attended and
we were pleased to have with us Mr. George Carter, who is
a member of the Catford Branch. We were also pleased
to see Mr. J. McCarthy, who came from Strood.
The Committee had already made their arrangements
for entertainment, etc., during the afternoon of the Reunion,
but the Hon. Secretary was rather late in letting other
Branches know what was going on, for which lapse we offer
our apologies. There was a very good gathering of members
of the Association and it must have been a unique occasion
for members of " The Queen's Own " to march to church
with the Band of H.M. 3rd of Foot (The Buffs) leading.
The usual programme of events, for which the Maidstone
Branch were responsible, apart from the Standard Bearers'
Competition, went off as arranged. The InterBranch 22
Rifle Shooting Match was not a success only four teams
entered (two from Catford Branch). The highest individual
secore was made by Mr. Wood of Tonbridge and Tun
bridge Wells Branch and the result of the team match was
as follows: —
1st, Maidstone Branch;
2nd, Tonbridge and Tonbridge Wells Branch;
3rd, Catford Branch (" A " Team).
The shooting was not of a very high standard and Maid
stone Branch no doubt benefited from the experience they

gained last year in the local competition, which they won.
In this connection a very nice silver cup has now been
presented; this will be held by the Branch for the year.
The Punch and Judy show and children's races, also'
the ladies' and old soldiers' race seemed to be popular. Our
thanks are due to O.C., Depot, for allowing the Recruits
to give a P.T. demonstration, which was very well received.
Our congratulations are extended to the 10th Bn. on
winning the Standard Bearers' Competition, which, accord
ing to the points dividing the lirst three places, the competi
tion was very keen. Maidstone Branch are proud to have
shared second place with Bromley.
The intense heat in the Miniature Range tended to
detract competitors from shooting in the various
competitions.
We are indebted to Mrs. Keenlyside for kindly pre
senting the various prizes and drawing the raffle. In
accordance with her wish the proceeds, after expenses for
prizes had been paid, were donated to " Pearson's Fresh Air
Fund," which arranges outings and holidays for poor
children. The following is a letter of thanks that was
received from the General Secretary: —
Pearson's Fresh Air Fund
Tower House. Southampton St.. London, W.C.2.
17th July, 1951.
Dear Sir,
We have received with very much pleasure the
gift of seven pounds four shillings, which you so kindly
sent us on behalf of your Branch of the Past and
Present Association of The Queen's Own Royal West
Kent Regiment and we are most grateful that your
Commanding Officer's .wife should have chosen this
Fund for poor children to benefit.
We hope that you will let all those who contributed
through your " Draw " know how very much we have
appreciated this gift, which will make seven children
from London very happy for a week at the seaside at
Heme Bay.
Yours sincerely,
C. F. Winterton,
General Secretary.
Our next important event during July was to draw
tickets for the horses that took part in "The King George
VI and Queen Elizabeth Festival of Britain Stakes." This
took place on Wednesday, 18th July, under supervision of
the Committee and others who cared to come along and
watch. We are more than pleased that all tickets were sold
and counterfoils returned. All those who were lucky to
draw a horse were informed before the race was run at
Ascot on 21st July, 1951. The lucky winners for the first
three were: —
R. C. Ames, 166, Tonbridge Road, Maidstone—1st,
Corsair IV.
L. White, 5, Canning Street, Maidstone—2nd, Zucchero.
R. Harvey, 115, South Park Road, Maidstone—3rd,
Tantieme.
All who drew a horse received a prize of 5/. The
Committee are to be congratulated on the way the sweep
stake was run and we are thankful that it proved to be a
success.
Once again we have to record the passing of yet
another member of the Branch in Mr. F. G. (" Bill")
Bailey, Sgts'. Mess Steward, who passed away on 21st July
in St. Bartholomew's Hospital. Rochester. " Bill " had only
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on the previous Wednesday proceeded on leave and it came
as a great shock to us all to hear of his passing so suddenly.
The Branch was represented at the funeral, which took
place in Woodlands Cemetery, Gillingham, on Wednesday,
25th July, with military honours. Messrs. Farrington and
Bird, together with four Sgts. from the Regimental Depot,
were the pall bearers. A further shock was received at the
sudden passing of Mr. J. D. Hayley, M.C., D.C.M., who was
so well known by all who have served in " The Queen's
Own." Our deepest sympathy is extended to their relatives
in their loss.

It has been suggested that all exservice associations of
Maidstone present the Maidstone ExServices' Club with a
small oak shield with the insigna or crest of the Regiment
thereon. The Branch have agreed to the suggestion and it
is hoped to make our presentation to the Club in due course.

To date our tennis team has not had any opportunities
of showing their skill in the Maidstone Joint Council ol
ExService Associations' Tennis Tournament. The first
match was rained olf and the opponents failed to put in
any appearance for the next match. However, we do hold
great hopes in our side and are looking forward to winning
the competition by the end of the season.

Before the next edition of " The Buster " comes olf the
press, the London Branch will have held their Grand
Festival Dance and Social at "The Bridge House Hotel."
London Bridge, on Saturday, 8th September, 1951. This
being the Regimental Day, the Maidstone Branch lake the
opportunity of wishing the function every success.

Our return match with the Maidstone Branch of The
Royal.Naval Association at cricket took place on Sunday,
29th July, 1951. This proved an excellent match. The
Naval Association had received a severe trouncing at our
first engagement and had made up their minds to return the
compliment on this occasion, in fact, they nearly managed
to do the trick. Having won the toss they elected to bat and
were going along nicely, when by some smart fielding, their
No. I bat was well runout, the score being 11. With the
score at 23, two wickets fell and with the score at 35, half
their side were back in the pavilion. The sixth wicket put
on 22 runs and the remaining batsmen showed slight
resistance, but the side were eventually all out for 76, the
bowling honours going to Mr. J. T. Genn, with four for 24
and Mr. Farrington two for 14.
Mr. Genn and O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman opened for our
side just before tea, the latter having received strict instruc
tion to remain in as long as he could. He managed to keep
his end intact until the tea interval, by which time a half
dozen overs had been bowled. The Royal Naval Associa
tion were the hosts and once again a goodly number had
their tea on the ground.
Shortly after the resumption, amid some barracking
from the R.N.A. supporters in the pavilion, Waterman was
bowled with an amazing ball the bowler apologized for
bowling. However, 19 for one was not bad after eleven
overs. Things then began to look very black for our team,
for our No. 3, Smith, was runout without scoring ancf Sedge
was bowled for a duck. This brought Fred Farrington to
the crease and our hopes rose considerably since Genn was
now seeing the ball very well, but alas ! Fred was caught
after scoring one; Charlie Dumbrell (London Branch) was
next l.b.w. for one and F Bray clean bowled for a duck.
Oh dear^six for 31. But Genn was still there and Norman
Dumbrell played a splendid game by holding his end, and
after another 26 runs had been added to the score, Genn
was unexpectedly bowled for a valuable 44. A Munn was
next and he proved to be a mighty hitter, and with Norman
Dumbrell, carried the score to 78, thus allowing us to win
by two wickets. Play carried on and the side eventually
made 92. The Branch have not been defeated this season
to date and are due to play the return versus the Regi
mental Depot on Sunday, 9th September (following the
Regimental Anniversary Dance), when once again we do
hope we can win and go through the season undefeated.

The time is now approaching when we must once more
start preparing for our Indoor Games Tournament and
(perhaps) Shooting Competition that takes place during the
winter months. We should have a very good team this
season in both departments.

In accordance with Minute No. 9 of the Past and
Present Association Committee Meeting, held on 3rd March,
1951, O.C., Regimental Depot, was requested to organize
and run a Social Gathering of the Past and Present as for
last year. The Maidstone Branch will be assisting in the
arrangement. The date fixed is Saturday, 20th October,
1951, and it is hoped that all will keep this date clear so
they may attend.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS—MAIDSTONE BRANCH
8th September, '51: ANNIVERSARY DANCE, in
the New Gym., 8.0 till 12 mdt.
9th September, '51:
Depot, 2.30 p.m.

CRICKET v. The Regimental

21st September, '51: Monthly Meeting, Sgts'. Mess,
Barracks, 7.45 p.m.
20th October, '51: SOCIAL GATHERING OF ALL
BRANCHES, at the BARRACKS, MAIDSTONE,
from 7.0 p.m. until 11.30 p.m. LADIES ARE
CORDIALLY INVITED AND A GOOD EVEN
ING'S ENTERTAINMENT IS A S S U R E D
FOR ALL.
19th October, '51: Monthly Meeting, Sgts'. Mess,
Barracks, 7.45 p.m.
f
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LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
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(London)

Capt. A. V. D.
Morley, M.C.
Mr. J. Mingay

DETAIL OF MEETINGS

Last Saturday each month at Drill Hall,
Mr. S. G. Lewis,
East Street, Bromley.
89, College Road, Bromley.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
Mr. J. E. Wright,
Hall, Boundary Road, Chatham.
"Royson" 43, Blaker Avenue, Rochester.
Second Wednesday each month, 7.45 p.m., at
Mr. S. Knight,
Ravensbourne Hotel, Nr. Catford Bridge,
215, Ridge Road, Sutton, Surrey.
London, S.E.6.
At " Brown Bear," High Street, Deptford.
Mr. J. W. Reed,
S.E.8. Last Saturday, each month.
55, Barthon Street, Deptford, S.E.8.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
61, Kings Drive, Gravesend.
Last Friday each month, at " The Cran
Mr. W. A. Cole,
bourn,"
1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
23, Hertford Street, London, W.l
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Mr. C. Culver,
20, Lime Tree Walk, Sevenoaks
Fourth Friday of each month, 7.30 p.m.,
Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
" FleurdeLys," High Street, Sandgate.
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
Drill Hall, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge
Mi. J. Carter,
Deakin Lees, Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
Mr. C. Sayers,
Bromley.
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Alternately London and Gravesend annually.
Mr. E. Hills,
1st Saturday in April.
63, Princes Road, Gravesend.
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
23, Morton Gardens. Wallington, Surrey.
Mr. Stanford,
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
6, Bramley Way, West Wickham.
Meeting first
Tuesday each month, Holly
Mr. F. W Sales,
Hedge House, Blackheath.
16, Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.

Additional Member:
Mr. M. R. Audsley, M.S.M, 54, Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are:
Life Membership: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/, Other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association
All communications should

Badges are available a t a cost of 2/ to Life Members.

be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
"Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt."
The White Horse of

The Sphinx superscribed "Egypt."

Kent with the motto " Invicta."

"Vimiera," " Corunna," " Almarez," " Vittoria," " Pyrenees," " Niue," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " Punniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwal," " Sobraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,
"Nile, 188485," "South
Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " " Le Cateau," "Retreat from Mons," " Mame, 1914," "Aisne, 1914," "La Bassee, 1914,"
" Messines, 1914, '17," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, "18," "Hill GO," "Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg," "Loos,"
"Somme, 1916
'18," "Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," "Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " FlersCourcelette, _
"Morval," "Thiepval," " Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18" "Arras, 1917 '18." " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917,"
" Oppy." " Pilckem," " Langemarck." 1917," " Menin Road," " Polygon Wood." " Broodseinde." " Passchendaele," " Cambrai,
1917 '18," "St Quentin," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux," " Lys," " Hazebrouck," " Kemmel," "Amiens," " Bapaume,
1918'," " Hindeiiburg Line," " Epehy," " Canal du Nord," " St. Quentin Canal," " Courtrai." " Selle," " Sambre," " France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," "Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumani," "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," " E l Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine. 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" S h a r q a t , " " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Recoird

Office—Warwick.

Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The Carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment (M.G.)
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces:
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and

Territorial

1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
4th Bn. (T.A.)

Battalions:
F.A.R.E.L.F.
Tonbridge.

ColonelinChief. H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent. C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot. Major C. H. Keenlyside

" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with a
Unit of the Regiment, should address their MSS. to the SubEditor of the Battalion with which they are serving; otherwise
direct to the Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone. The Editor cannot undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite request
is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of address.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENl
ColonelinChief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Names

Brounlie, C. A. de B., M.C. ..
Talbot n. E. B. D.S.O., M.C. ..

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
Appointments

R P.C.. M.E.L.P
A.A.S.. War Office.

MAJORS
. (T/Lt.Col.) 214 Group H.Q.. R.P.C..
. Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G. (Maint.), H.Q.,
Malaya.
Jackson, L. P. W. ..
(T/Lt.Col.) 4/R.W.K.
Elliott. G. G.. D.S.O.
(T/Col.) U.S. Command and Stall
College, U.S.A.
Brooke, H. J. S., O.B.E.
(T/Lt.Col.) A. A. G. Western Comd.
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O., Af.C.
School of Infantry. Warminster.
Pawcett, G. P.
1/R.W.K.
Spurr, E. C.
1/R.W.K.
Stoneham, B. J. R.
Standing President C.M.. H.Q., H.C.D.
Keenlyside. C. H. ..
Depot, R.W.K.
Moss. R. E
2/K.A.R.. E. Africa.
Pyler, A. R
(T/Lt.Col.) II.Q. Land Forces
Hong Kong.
Buckle. P. C. M. ..
1/R.W.K.
Flint, A. J. M., M.B.E.
1/R.W.K.
Crook. P. E., O.B.E.
1/R.W.K.
Read. M. R., Af.C.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Butler. R„ M.B.E., M.C.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grn. Adjt. Gibraltar.
Grove, M. R. L., Af.C.
M.A.. Paris.
Jackson, D. W.
(T/Lt.Col.) 1/Para. Regt.
Thomas, R. C. W., O.B.E
Commonwealth Div., Korea.
Bailey, J. D. B. ..
Melbourne. Australia.
Archer, M. G. M., Af.C.
Middle East—Centre of Arab Studies.
Rickcord, M. B.
1/R.W.K.
Turner, P. R. H. ..
1/R.F., B.A.O.R.
Dowse, R. K.
1/Middlesex.
Gwllliam, D. H.
R.A.P. Staff College.
Faulkner, D. O.
Mons, O.C. Sch.
BoothTucker, J M. D.
Heygate, E. S.. Af.C.
Martyn. A
Andrews, D. H., Af.C.

Manners, D. C. J.
Waring, H. B. H. ..
Eason, J. A., T.D.
Brock, J. H., T.D. ..
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth, G. U., M.B.E
Dover, V.. Af.C.
Clarke, H. W.
White. R. K..
Willis, C, F.
Roper. I. H.. Af.C. ..
Monckton, D., Af.C., T.D
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman. E. G., Af.C.
Hunting, K. M.
Buike, R. A., Af.C.
Henning, P.
Wilson. J. B.
Ambrose. W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmillan. H. A.
Blum, D. E
Franklin. A. W.
Winstanley. R. G.
Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.
Clarke. C. S.
Campbell, D P. X.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K. ..
Fletcher. J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R. ..
Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P.
Stock, P. R. ..
Leigh. P. S.
Howlett, G. H. W
Craven, C. E.
fond, B. A„ M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E, M.M.
Blake, A. G., M.B.E.

CAPTAINS
Adjt. S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
(T/Maj.) B.M.. 133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
1/Nigeria Rgt., W.A.
(T/Maj.) Mons. O.C. Sch.
(T/Maj.) Staff College.
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
H.C. Bde.. Depot.
1/R.W.K.
2/3|K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
1/Sierra Leone Regt., W.A.
H.Q. SubArea, Nairobi.
4/R.W.K.
12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt.. T.A.
Mln. of Supply.
Depot R.W.K.
Staff College.
G.S.O. Ill SoUmaldist.
O.O.S., Barton Stacey.
Alt. C.O.D., Ashford.
1/R.W.K.
Grn. Adjt. Nairobi SubArea.
1/R.W.K.
Eaton Hall, O.C. Sch.
G.S.O. Ill H.C. Dist.
1/Para. Regt.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
LIEUTENANTS
H.Q. Inf. Bde. F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.
IT/Capt.) A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
Malaya Basic T.C.
S.C.. Soumaldist.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.
2ND LIEUTENANTS
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K. (Holdee).

QUARTERMASTERS
.. (Major) Depot.
.. (Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
.. (Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

MAJORS
Names
Thrift, K. G.. O.B.E. ..
Allen, R. H. D„ M.C., T.D.

..
..

Appointments

(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M., B.A.O.R.
D.A.D.P.R.. B.A.O.R.

CAPTAINS
Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Rgt.
P. & E.E., Pendine
B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) Army Ops. Research Gp.»
Grn. Adm. Unit Celle, B.A.O.R.
H.Q.. S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Autobahn Control Unit. B.A.O.R.
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
S Capt. A. Fd. Records.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).

Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S.
Russell. H. 0., M.C D.C.M.
Holman, L. J.
Marsh, H. W.
De Havilland, V.
Miller, D. S.
Douris. I. A.
Bell. T. D.
Evans, E. A,
Desmond, M. F.
Galilee, R. J., M.C
Mugford. N. D.
Huckle, G. S.
Fitzpatrick, J. N.
BrooksHarrington, E. W.
Mannering, L, A.
Carr, A. S. A.
Deed. E. A. ..
Gibbons, A. ..
Mott. D. H., M.M.
Jones, F. J. ..

S/Capt. War Office Q6.
S Capt. A.G.3 (a) War Office.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
Att. War Office.
1/R.W.K.
Ass. Camp Comdt., B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.,
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
LIEUTENANTS
B.A.O.R. 4.
H.Q. Bn., S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
Depot & Trg. Est. R.M.P.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
(T/Capt.) P.S.S. Lingfield.
4/Malay Regt,, F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) A.P.I.U. (U.K.).
1/R.W.K.
Wessex G.T.C.
Adjt. Depot.
101 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.. B.A.O.R.
(2/Lt.), 1/R.W.K.

Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, A. P.
McDowell. P. B.
Abplanalp, V. C.
Eiiwood, K. S.
Allberry, R. Jr.
Davis, B. A. ..
Dinsdaie, J. W.
Waters, B. C. H.
Allen, W. D.
Scouller, J. A.
Marshall, E. J.
Trevett, A. F.

QUARTERMASTERS
Watts. A. E„ M.B.E., T.D.
.. (Major) H.C.G.T.C.
Cook, E. S
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash,

W„ M.B.E., T.D.

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Jackson, L. F. W.
Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Bird, C. W. L„ T.D.
Coombes, A. H., T.D.

Roper, I. H„ ilf.C. (Adjt,).
Ford, A. H.
Hayes. J.
Maynard, L.
CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R,

MAJORS
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Stocker, J. D„ ilf.C., T.D.
Coath, T. C.
CAPTAINS
Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood. D. W. J.
Bobby, J.

LIEUTENANTS
Pennclls, H. D. A.
2ND LIEUTENANTS

Baker, L. B. C.
Clemence, M. J.
Newman, B. J.

Duggan, H. R.
Nash, W. M. K.

QUARTERMASTER
Blake, A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.
NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
Leys. C. T. (2/Lieut.).
Maclay, J. N. (2'Lieut.).
Hawkins. II. C. A. (2/Lt.).
Evans. C. M. (2/Lt.).
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Social and Personal
REGIMENTAL ANNIVERSARY
THE FALL OF SEVASTOPOL—8TII SEPTEMBER, 1855

T

HE Regiment sent a telegram to the 1st Bn. in
Malaya on the occasion of the Regimental
Anniversary.
Telegrams of good wishes have been received from the
Colonel of the Regiment, the 1st Bn., The Queen's Royal
Regiment, the East Surrey Regiment and The Royal Sussex
Regiment.

A Sevastopol Day Dance was held at the Depot to
commemorate the day. We hope to publish full particulars
of this next month.
*

*

*

When you are ordering your winter suit, sending for a
crate of beer, or seeking delivery of a pint of pasteurised
milk, do you preface your order with the remark " 1 note
from your advertisement in the Queen's Own Gazette that
your supply ? ? ? "
If you do, it helps our revenue, if you don't will you
please note for future action.
*

*

*

SUBSCRIPTIONS
We regret that owing to lack of space we have got in
arrears with our list of acknowledgements of subscriptions
paid for The Queen's Own Gazette.
The date of the last acknowledged subscriptions was in
the middle of April, 1951.
In future it is hoped to produce a roneod sheet once
every quarter acknowledging receipt of subscriptions re
ceived during the preceding quarter.
*

*

*

WAR MEMORIAL CHAPEL—ROYAL SCHOOL
FOR DAUGHTERS OF OFFICERS
The Regiment has recently presented ten chairs to the
Royal School for Daughters of Officers of the Army for
use in the Chapel.
An illuminated Regimental Badge on a carved oak
shield will be erected in the west porch by the Chapel
Committee.
It may be of interest to know that since 1864, nine
daughters of officers have passed through the school, one
daughter is at the school at the present moment and ten
are on the waiting list.
*

*

*

CHRISTMAS CARDS & DIARIES FOR 1952
If you have not already sent in your order for
Christmas cards and Regimental Diaries for 1952, now is
the time to do so, or you may be disappointed later.
4

Subscription rates:—
Officers 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 51 per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.

V

ISITORS to Regimental Headquarters since last issue
of the Q.O.G.: —
Capt. W. Grimshaw;
Lt.Col. R. F. Luck;
2/Lt. A. J. Curry;
Lt. J. A. Scouller;
Capt. P. F. Haynes;
Capt. A. G. Blake;
2/Lt. A. B. Hatwell;
2/Lt. C. E. Craven;
2/Lt. T. A. Tilley;
Lt. B. C. H. Waters;
Maj. de S. H. LewisBarned;
Mr. A. J. Geary.

Capt. W. Grimshaw, who heads the visitors' list, has
now been transferred to R.A.O.C., and has been posted
to Weedon. We wish him well in his new Corps.
*
*
*
We offer our congratulations to Maj. J. D. B. Bailey
who has qualified as an interpreter in Chinese (Mandarin).
He is at present in Australia.
*

*

*

Capt. G. W. Du file Id (late Adm. H.C. Bde. Trg. Centre)
is back in harness again having been granted a Short
Service Commission. His employment is S/C ((Q) Maint.)
at Headquarters, East Anglian District.
*

*

*

We have heard from Maj. P. J. R. Harris who has
now taken up new residence at 242, Godstone Road, Whyte
leafe, Surrey. He says " It is good to receive the Q.O.G.
every month to read where all one's pals and acquaintances
now reside—both far and near."
*

*

*

Mr. T. G. Lowe, who served in the 2nd Bn. and
Mounted Infantry under Col. Western and Maj. Maunsell,
has written from Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A., to report the
loss of his South African Medal. His Regimental Number
was 5765.
*

*

*

Col. D. E. B. Talbot, back in U.K. from New Zealand,
is now employed at the War Office. He assumed his
appointment on the 6th .September.
*

*

*

Capt. N. O: DurdantHollamby has been transferred
to Mpwapwa (No! that's not a printer's error—it's
a district in East Africa—Ed.). He informs us there is a
considerable amount of big game there, but that means
there are Tsetse flies there too. He was bitten by one,
but escaped the usual result—sleepy sickness—although he
was confined to bed for a time.
He informs us that
Mpwapwa is a very pleasant station, situated in a beautiful
green valley, blessed with an invigorating climate, club,
cricket pitch, hockey ground, etc., and is enjoying his
change of employment; he is now officiating as the deputy
of the District Commissioner, who is expected out in
October. Capt. Hollamby hopes to get into contact with
Brig. Western and other members of Th^ Queen's Own who
may be in Tanganyika Territory.
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We understand that Major T. T. W. Stanyon has
completed his tenure as Garrison Adjutant, Gibraltar, and
has now been posted for duty with the Royal Fusiliers in
B.A.O.R.
*

*

*

We congratulate Lt. (Bill) Hunt on his recent marriage
and wish him a long and happy married life.
*

*

*

Capt. (Georgie) Wood writes " all things being equal,
I hope to repeat my visit to Italy again this year, departing
this land 6th .September.
" This time I intend to travel further afield than last
year when I restricted my ' return visits' to the areas
around Florence and between that city and Siena. It is
then my intention to proceed as far south as Cassino, and
then follow the course of 8th Indian, 78 and 6 Armoured
back to the Florence area.
" If there are any errands I can carry out while on this
journey on behalf of The Queen's Own, perhaps they will
drop me a line."
*

*

*

*

In addition to the visitors whose names adorn the
top of this feature, 2/Lt. Weller (Sam) paid us a visit on
his return from, duty with the Somaliland Scouts.
*

*

«

Lt.Col. P. H. Macklin paid the Depot a visit recently.
He is Recruiting Officer, Cambridge. We hope he finds no
difficulty in " wheeling 'em in."
*

*

*

Mr. A. J. Geary who served in the 7th Bn. and who
resides at 56, West Park Road, Downend, Bristol, called
at Regimental Headquarters to ascertain if he could con
tact some of his old friends in the Bn. He was conducted
(with his wife) around the Regimental Museum, and ex
pressed his admiration for the museum exhibits.
*

*

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

W

E have had quite a large number of visitors to
view the museum this month and all seemed
pleased with what they saw.
Invitations were despatched to the relatives and friends
of our first intake on the occasion of their " passing out"
and final inspection by the Colonel of the Regiment. A
goodly number accepted the invitation and in the afternoon
all took the opportunity of visiting the museum.
Among the visitors were many old exmembers of the
Regiment. These were visibly impressed with all they saw,
and spotting particular exhibits which recalled their service
in The Queen's Own gave them very apparent pleasure.
In spite of repeated advertisement to trace the Victoria
Crosses awarded to Maj. Lumley and Sgt. Coleman infor
mation as to the whereabouts of these decorations is still
lacking.
Any individual having knowledge of the V.C's. is in
vited to inform the Curator, Regimental Museum, The
Barracks, Maidstone.
Interesting exhibits are still required and the Curator
will welcome gifts of old time uniforms, arms, equipment,
badges and other items of Regimental interest for use as
exhibits. All gifts will be acknowledged and published
from time to time in the Queen's Own Gazette.
War
medals, of which we have a unique collection, are very
acceptable. There must be many widows and relatives of
deceased exmembers of the Regiment who, if approached,
would gladly offer them to the Museum to find a safe and
honoured home for all time. Our readers are invited to
assist by bringing this fact to the notice of anyone whom
they know who are in possession of war medals.

>

*

Dare I mention that Lt.Col. A. A. Eason is back
from his holiday, looking welltanned and better for his
spot of fishin'.

44th DIVISION (193945) OLD COMRADES'
RALLY, 1951

During his leave up in the Lake District he had the
pleasure of meeting Gen. Sir James and Lady O'Dowda
and their daughter, also Brig, and Mrs. Hibbert, at the
Grasmere Sports Meeting. They are all very well and
Gen. O'Dowda's leg (which he had the misfortune to break
last year) has knitted well.

The 44th Old Comrades' Rally prior to the El Alamein
Reunion on Friday, October 19th, 1951, will take place at
Forbes House, Hal kin Street (near Hyde Park Corner),
London, S.W.I, between 1700 and 1730 hours. Supper
snacks and tea will be provided, and there will be a fully
licensed bar.

(

+
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the
following Regimental Journals: —
The Dragon;
The Globe and Laurel;
The Tank;
The Sapper;
The Snapper;
St. George's Gazette;
The R.A.S.C. Journal;
The Royal Engineers' Journal.

Tickets, 3/6 each, are obtainable from: —
The Adjutant,
257 (H.C.) Field Regiment, R.A. (T.A.),
Drill Hall,
Church Street,
Brighton,
and a cheque or postal order, and a stamped, addressed
envelope should accompany all applications.
It will be appreciated that the timing of the Rally will
enable exmembers of the 44th Division who were at El
Alamein to " get together" before proceeding to the
Empress Hall, Earl's Court for the El Alamein Reunion,
but it is emphasized that the Rally is for all exmembers
of the Division and not only for those who took part in the
Battle of El Alamein.
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Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS

FROM

LONDON

GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION
6338461, W.O.II William George Hunt (416856), to be
Lt. (Q.M.), 24th July, 1951.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
The undermentioned Cadets to be 2/Lts., 12th May,
1951: —
22419475, Peter John Gladders (416611);
22419470, John William Green (416598).
TERRITORIAL ARMY
22241470, Cadet Bryan John Newman (418468);
22086284, Cadet Michael John Clemence (418466);
to be 2/Lts., 10th June, 1951.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
2/Lt. C. M. Evans (410472), from Reg. Army N.S. List,
to be 2/Lt., 26lh June, 1951, with seniority, 20th
May, 1950.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Lt. A. T. Tillott (126966) (T.A. Gen. List), Guildford
Royal Grammar Sch. Cont., C.C.F., to be Lt., 1st
April, 1950, and is granted the hon. rank of Maj.
EFFICIENCY MEDAL (TERRITORIAL)
The following have been awarded the Territorial
Efficiency Medal: —
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) E. C. F. Brown (79600);
Lt. P. S. Pugh, M.B.E., M.C. (98777);
Capt. (now T/Lt.Col.) F. J. Dearing (88842);
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) M. H. Wonnall, M.B.E.
(71746);
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) N. H. Coyle (90013);
Lt. (now Capt.) D. F. Hack forth (72417).
4

KING

EDWARD VII's HOSPITAL
FOR OFFICERS,
BEAUMONT HOUSE, BEAUMONT STREET, W.l.
Until recently patients have as a rule made their own
arrangements for the payment of their physicians and
surgeons, but the Council of the Hospital has now taken the
important step of inviting a number of eminent London
physicians and surgeons to form a Consulting Staff.
Patients who desire to avail themselves of the services
of the Consulting Staff will be charged fees in accordance
with their means, on an agreed scale.
Patients may, however, still make their own arrange
ments with any physician or surgeon of their choice, if they
so desire.
Subscribers, who are entitled to special rates for nursing
and maintenance, are asked to pay £1 yearly by banker's
order, which can be obtained from the Hon. Appeals Sec
retary, Empire House, 175, Piccadilly, London, W.l, who
will also be pleased to receive donations.

OBITUARY
MRS. B. M. ELLIS
It is with deep regret that we report the death of Mrs.
B. M. Ellis, who was on a visit to Guernsey, and was
knocked down by a motorcyclist.
We offer our deepest sympathy to her husband, who
will be well remembered as a member of the Band when
the 2nd Bn. was stationed in Guernsey.
4

BALANCES DUE TO ESTATES OF
DECEASED OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS
In pursuance of "The Regimental Debts Act, 1893,"
notice is hereby given that there is available for distribution
amongst the nextofkin or others entitled the sum of money
set opposite to the name of each of the deceased officers and
soldiers named in the lists which are published with this
notice in the London Gazette.
Applications from persons supposing themselves entitled
as nextofkin should be addressed by letter to " The
Under Secretary of State, War Office, Whitehall, London,
S.W.I," and marked outside " Effects."
6th Republication of List 739
Effects 1944
Halliday, M. L., C.S.M., Q.O.R.W. Kents, £95 13s. Id.

^

RECRUITING—SOUTHERN RHODESIA
STAFF CORPS
A copy of a pamphlet giving details of the conditions
of service and pay, etc., in the Southern Rhodesia Staff
Corps is held at Regimental Headquarters and may be had
on application in writing.
Application forms and any further particulars may be
obtained from: —
The Secretary to the High Commissioner
for Southern Rhodesia,
Rhodesia House,
429, The Strand,
London, W.C.2.
4

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
MARRIAGE
HUNT—CLARK.—At Ealing, Middlesex, on 1 l.th August,
1951, Lt. (Q.M.) William George Hunt, The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment, to Joan Clark.
DEATHS
HYDE—James Travers Hyde, late R.W.K., of East Street,
Harrietsham, August, 1951. Accidental death was
recorded at a coroner's inquest.
The deceased was 2nd Bn. Signal Sergeant during
the period of the South African War. He was posted
to the 3rd Bn. staff in 1904 and was discharged on
termination of engagement shortly afterwards. Rejoined
during the 1914 war and was later R.S.M. 4/4th Bn.
In civil life he was postman at Harrietsham.
We extend our sympathy to his surviving relatives.
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REGIMENTAL CRICKET

27th JUNE: V. THE QUEEN'S ROYAL REGT., at GUILDFORD.
THE QUEEN'S

W

ITH so many cricketers serving abroad, it was only
natural that some difficulty was experienced in
producing strong sides. With so few players to
call on, and they not always available, the sides fluctuated
between very strong and very weak. As a result in only
one match was there a close finish. Nevertheless the Mote
were the only side who really outclassed us. This was in
the first match, and wo were able to have our revenge later.
For our two defeats by the Buffs we have only ourselves to
blame. In both matches our fielding was deplorable and
flattered the opposition as also did our batting.
Against a strong Mote side on a perfect wicket we
lacked last bowling and could make no impression on their
early batsmen. Faced with a formidable total our batting
failed.
Against the Queens, a remarkable spell of bowling by
Lt.Col. Defrates, in which he took 6 wickets for 12 runs
in 4 overs, supported by good fielding, with the wicket
keeper, W. H. Tennant, outstanding, gave us an easy victory.
Capt. Manners bowled splendidly against Band of
Brothers, taking 8 for 45.
Maj. Clarke and Lt.Col.
Defrates batted very well in our innings.
Capt. Manners took another 6 wickets against the Mote
but our batting collapsed and it was left to Lt.Col. Scott
to win a very close match with a fine innings of 63 not out.
In the final match we again lacked fast bowling, but
our slow bowlers were very steady against some rather
unenterprising batting. In our innings Lt.Col. Defrates
and W. H. Tennant were soon ahead of the clock and both
had most attractive innings.
19th MAY: V. MOTE—Lost by 173 runs.
MOTE
I. Milstead, st. S. Clarke, b. Barker
J. Larking, c. Fleming, b. Barker
J. Pocock, not out
T. Osborne, not out
Extras

21
Ill
120
19

16

Total (for 2 wkts. dec.)

287

P. Larking, J. Gulland, J. Hubble, A. Cobb, S. Kitchen,
J. Cremer, K. Goodwin, did not bat.
THE QUEEN'S OWN
Maj. R. Stanley Clarke, b. Kitchen
I. D. K. Fleming, b. Kitchen
Maj. R. Clarke, c. Osborne, b. Cobb
Maj. C. H. Keenlyside, b. Hubble
Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates, b. Goodwin
C. Cannacott, st. Osborne, b. Hubble
F. Farrington, c. Larking, b. Goodwin
W. Sedge, b. Larking
P. Barker, b. Goodwin
Lt.Col. C. E. P. Craven, c. Pocock,
Goodwin
W. Miskin, not out
Extras
Total

0
7
21
26
20
5
0
19

0
b.
5
3
7

113

Lt. D. J. Wright, b. Clarke
Sgt. J. Griffiths, b. Clarke
2/Lt. A. S. Day, c. & b. Defrates
Lt. 1. W. Morley Clarke, c. Barker, b. Scott..
C/Sgt. D. Elkins, c. Scott, b. Clarke
Capt. W. J. F. Sutton, b. Defrates
Maj. F. A. H. Ling, b. Defrates
Sgt. J. McCormach, st. Tennant, b. Defrates
Sgt. A. Taylor, c. Waters, b. Defrates
M. Cullen, l.b.w., b. Defrates
Pte. S. Bellord, not out
Extras
Total

2
5
15
0
3
0
0
0
4
4

0
1
34

THE QUEEN'S OWN
W. H. Tennant, no.t out
G. Waters, not out
Extras
Total

20
14

2
36

Maj. R. L. Clarke, Lt.Col. G. K. Defrates, Lt.Col. H. E.
Scott, Maj. P. E. Turner, L/Cpl. Barker, Maj. C. H.
Keenlyside, 2/Lt. Gladders, L/Cpl. Smith, L/Cpl.
Astley, did not bat.
29th JUNE: V. BUFFS—Lost by 82 runs.
THE BUFFS
Maj. French Blake, c. .Scott, b. Smith
Lt.Col. Jelf, b. Scott
Maj. Grace, c. Scouller, b. Smith
Capt. Collins, b. Scott
Maj. Wills, b. Barker
Maj. Ravenhill, l.b.w. b. Barker
Capt. Thorneycroft, not out
Lt. West, run out
Extras
Total (for 6 wickets declared)

1
57

25
12
'
0
1
50
21
9

176

Lt.Col. Connolly. Capt. MacDonald, Sgt. Hubbard, did not
bat.
THE QUEEN'S OWN
L/Cpl. Barker, b. Grace
Capt. Weymouth, c. West, b. Grace
J. Sergison, b. MacDonald
Lt.Col. Scott, b. Hubbard
Maj. Turner, c. Thorneycroft, b. Grace
Maj. Keenlyside, c. & b. Grace
Lt. Scouller, c. Wills, b. Hubbard
L/Cpl. Smith G., b. MacDonald
L/Cpl. Smith, M., b. Grace
L/Cpl. Astley, b. Collins
2/Lt. Gladders, not out
Extras
Total

8
1
10
12
.. '6
5
5

0
13

16
4

14
94

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
6th JULY: V. BUFFS—Lost by 7 wickets.
THE QUEEN'S OWN
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8th JULY: V. MOTE—Won by 1 wicket.


Maj. Keenlyside, c. West, b. Connolly . . . .
Lt.Col. Scott, b. West
Capt. Manners, b. West
Maj. Turner, b. Nolan
.'
Maj. Brock, l.b.w., b. Nolan
Lt. Scouller, c. Connolly, b. Collins
F. Farrington, b. Collins
L/Cpl. Barker, st. French Blake, b. Connolly
L/Cpl. Smith, G., not out
Lt.Col. Hancock, st. French Blake, b. Collins
L/Cpl. Smith, M., c. Grace, b. Collins
Extras
*
Total

33
1
0
32
0
3
22
2
1
0
1
11
106

THE BUFFS
Lt. Legge, c. Farrington, b. Smith
Lt.Col. Jelf, b. Manners
Maj. Grace, not out
Capt. Thorneycroft, b. Manners
Capt. Collins, not out
Extras
Total (for 3 wickets)

4
2
66
2
27
8
109

Maj. French Blake, Maj. Ravenshill, 2/Lt. Hicks, 2/Lt.
West, Lt.Col. Connolly, Pte. Nolan, did not bat.

THE MOTE
J. Waters, b. Defrates
T. Osborne, l.b.w., b. Manners
R. Joynson, c. Defrates, b. Scott
I. Clark, c. Turner, b. Manners
B. Wicks, b. Manners
D. Duncan, b. Manners
S. Kitchen, c. Defrates, b. Smith
L/Cpl. Weller, b. Manners
J. Comber, b. Scott
C. Horton, l.b.w., b. Manners
M. Harden, not out
Extras

9
75
12
1
5
9
18
0
20
0
2
13

Total
THE QUEEN'S OWN
G. Waters, b. Kitchen
Maj. Turner, b. Kitchen
Maj. Clarke, b. Harden
Lt.Col. Defrates, c. Duncan, b. Horton
Capt. Manners, c. Horton, b. Kitchen
Maj. Stocker, l.b.w., b. FCitchen
Lt.Col. Scott, not out
Lt. Scouller, st. Osborn, b. Joynson
L/Cpl. Barker, b. Kitchen
L/Cpl. Smith, G., b. Harden
L/Cpl. Smith. M., not out
Extras
Total (for 9 wickets)

164

..
....

10
10
1
28
0
2
63
21
4
11
1
14
165

7th JULY: V. BAND OF BROTHERS—Won by 8 wickets.
16th AUGUST :v. OLD SUTTONIANS—Won by 7 wickets.

BAND OF BROTHERS
Lt.Col. Jelf, l.b.w., b. Manners
O. J. Grace, l.b.w., b. Manners
Maj. H. R. Grace, c. Turner, b. Manners
Col. C. J. Bryan, c. & b. Clarke
Capt. H. A. Collins, c. Smith, b. Manners
Maj. French Blake, b. Manners
M. L. Lawrence, b. Defrates
C. I. A. Mathieson, l.b.w., b. Manners
2/Lt. C. West, c. Turner, b. Manners
2/Lt. E. Hicks, b. Manners
Lt. J. Prentice, not out
Extras
Total

2
0
52
8
4
24
8
0
0
4
0
16
118

THE QUEEN'S OWN
G. Waters, b. Collins
Maj. Turner, c. Lawrence, b. Grace
Maj. Clarke, not out
Lt.Col. Defrates, not out
Extras
Total (for 2 wickets)

16
4
45
50
4

OLD SUTTONIANS
D. W. Pitt, b. Barker
J. H. Gray, c. Goodwin, b. Dougall
P. Derrick, b. Dougall
H. R. Hern, c. & b. Defrates
L. H. Harvey, c. Tennant, b. Dougall
W. B. P. Aspinall, b. Dougall
J. P. Waters, b. Dougall
C. Frere Smith, not out
J. M. Davis, st. Tennant, b. Dougall
H. J. Lee, c. Barker, b. Parker
Extras
Total (for 9 wickets)

24
18
8
9
37
18
0
47
0
6
13
180

J. Taylor did not bat.
THE QUEEN'S OWN
W. H. Tennant, c. Aspinall, b. Gray
Maj. Keenlyside, b. Taylor
K. C. Goodwin, b. Derrick
Lt.Col. Defrates, not out
T. D. Page, not out
Extras

82
0
10
71
16
2

Total (for 3 wickets)

181

119

Capt. Manners, Maj. Stocker, Lt.Col. Scott, Lt. Scouller,
L/Cpl. Barker, L/Cpl. Smith, G., L/Cpl. Smith, M„ did
not bat,

J. Genn, Lt. Scouller, L/Cpl. Parker, L/Cpl. Barker, A. J.
Sergison, L/Cpl. Dougall did not bat.
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REFLECTIONS
(Continued from July, 1951)

W

E have often spoken of the various " schemes "
and " exercises" that B Coy. carried out during
their peregrinations around England, and so many
and varied were they that it would be almost impossible to
describe any particular one, or put a particular date on
any. or even decide for certain where we were stationed
at the time. .
Our stay in Kent, when not occupied solely with
coastal defence, when the exercises were localised, was
studded plentifully with such things. Some involved river
crossings, some arduous marches, some digging in (though
not of the Bridport variety) and some were purely designed
for the training of our leaders and the ordinary bloke was
indeed a mere pawn in the game.
There were also different aspects of these exercises.
That of the Company Commander, his Platoon Com
manders, SergeantMajor and Company Headquarters; that
of the ordinary goon in the ranks; and that of the Colour
bloke and his slaves.
We had long learned the secret of the phrase " ' B '
Echelon," and were almost certain of " 2nd Echelon," but
it was not for sortie while that we discovered the existence
of a mysterious body known as " ' O ' Group," which, as
far as our Company was concerned was second only in
importance (on exercise) to " ' B ' Echelon."
The schemes usually started with a calling to Bn. H.Q.,
of Company Commanders, followed by an item on Daily
Details that the Company would parade at some unearthly
hour the next morning in battle order, haverbag rations to
be taken, and similar details; whereupon there was much
speculation, and not a few moans.
Then O.C. Company called a conference of Platoon
Commanders, who were given the griff, and in turn they
passed it on to their Platoon Sergeants, who held (in
theory !) lesser conferences with their Section Commanders,
who passed it on to the blokes who were to do the graft.
We all know the story of the message that was passed on
and finished: "Am going to a dance, lend us fourpence,"
but in general, in B Company at any rate, the story (if any)
did reach the lads in some coherent form. Whether it was
assimilated or not is another matter. More often than not
our Company Commander (Maj. Young) took pains to see
that all in the Company knew what it was about personally
—when he knew himself.
From the " Q" side, few but those who actually
participated, knew very much about what went on. The
orders were received usually direct from the Q.M. himself,
as O.C. " B " Echelon, and gave just the bare details of
what was expected. "You will RV. at suchandsuch a
place with a cooked meal on board. Rations will be carried
for suchandsuch a time. All G. 1098 stores will be
loaded," etc., etc. The grub would then be " laid on " as
per instructions, all the stuff loaded, and the RV. kept.
Haversack rations did not vary a great deal. There
was the inevitable cheese, meat loaf or sausage. In the
early days, of course, there was the " boiled " egg daintily
tinted blue—very useful as ammunition, but decidedly
indigestible in consumption.
Once the RV. had been kept, the Company " Q " staff
came under the direct orders of the Q.M. and were con

cerned with the Company only so far as supplying them
with grub and ammunition was concerned.
The C.S.M. had his little worries with his ammunition,
his G. 1098 and his blanks, if blanks were to be used.
We had some exercises, of course, where live
ammunition was used. These must have involved a con
siderable amount of administration at Battalion and
Brigade level, but the ordinary squaddie was not bothered
too much, except that it would take very much longer to
clean his rifle at the conclusion of the day. And what fun
we had sorting out which things were G. 1098 and which
weren't ! Which things we could use, and which not.
Although the majority of us didn't know it at the time.
Army Form G. 1098 was (maybe still is) a monumental
Form, which gave intricate details of what every good Bn.,
Company, and soldier should have when they or he actually
went into battle, meaning the real battle with real, live,
active enemies. The other stuff consisted of accommoda
tion stores and training stores. Where one ended and the
other begun was a mystery until somebody lost something
and the Q.M. "went spare."
At Kingsdown we started a new sort of a scheme. The
famous fivemile run and walk once a week, that was
gradually increased as wc got more used to it.
12 Platoon used to get in first every time, until it was
tumbled (by Dave) that instead of carrying their Guns,
Bren, and the like ready for action, the things were stripped
down and carried in pieces by the whole Platoon ! The
day it was discovered, the Platoon had to do an extra three
miles.
The mention of Kingsdown, however, brings us up
sharply to a realisation that that is the next stop in our
story of B Company and that is what this instalment should
be about. However, it will make a useful start next time,
and anyway, Bert Chaplin's bit below will liven up the
proceedings no doubt.
While we are still lingering on the way (as it were) it
would be interesting to recall some of the names of the
preFrance lads as recalled from a photograph of the Com
pany taken at Bridport.
There were Ricketts, Wright, Miles, Newton, Ernie
Foreman, C. Smith, Booker, Skane, Bunday, L. Davies,
Jock Braid, Dave Foreman, Len Sauirrell. Green. Charlie
Cross, Joe Murray, "Dusty" Miller, Longhurst, Cooper,
Johnson A., Harry Edes, Duky Smale, John Grove, Jimmy
and George James, Hayter, Wood, Arnold, Clements, B.
Martin, Ray Bean, Peter Young, Wally Hill, Hicks,
Matthews, Maskell, Monk. Charlie Bailey, Harry Hutson,
B. Ridger, "Spike" Mulhern, Bob Wrycraft, Ken Carley,
F. C. Johnson, "Nutty" Pulman. Bertie Nash, Thick, Irvine'
W. Martin, Ernie Osborne, Leworthy, J. Miller, Sylvester,
Ted Bance. Les Satchell, Cecil Osborne, Frank Deakins, Fred
Lawrence, Wally Batstone, "Zulu" Inward, "Blanco"
Thomson, Maj. Young, Mr. G. Combes, Lt. Stocker, Mr.
Lupson, " Darkie" Attle, Len Clarke, Fred Keane, Sgt.
Ward, Dave Helmore, Jimmy Mott, Cameron, W. Watts,
Usher. Blamire, Goatham, Oliver, Turnor, Turner, Hughes,
Fox, H. Browne. Strickland, F. Cowburn, H. Murkin, Orr,'
Bruce, West, O'Neill, and one or two whose faces are
familiar but the names have gone.
Many of these, alas, were killed, and many also spent
the rest of their war service in captivity.
It is well to remember them all.
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:

News

from

ist BATTALION

B

ANDITS have been
scarce and hard to
find during the last
month and the Bn. score
remains at eleven. We are
still patrolling and hope to
get more during the coming
month. B Coy. have moved
to Rawang and D Coy. have
taken over as reserve Coy.
at K.K.B. In addition, A
Coy., 1 Suffolks at Bukit
Darah are now under com
mand 1 R.W.K. for opera
tional
purposes,
together
with a troop of 4th Hussars
based on K.K.B. Two more
drafts have arrived and are
under training for D Coy.
There have been several
goings and comings during
the last, month.
We say
goodbye to Maj. D. H.
Andrews, M.C., the 2nd i/c., who has taken up a staff
appointment at H.Q., Malaya. We wish him enjoyment
and success in his new job. Maj. G. P. Fawcett has now
become the 2nd i/c. and Maj. E. C. Spurr has taken over
the arduous job of commanding H.Q. Coy. Capt. K.
Hunting has also gone off to the staff at H.Q., South
Malaya District. His place in the Bn. has been taken by
Capt. M. F. Leonard of the Middlesex Regiment. We hope
that he will enjoy his stay with the Regiment. 2/Lt. J. L.
Langhorne has left us for a short attachment to the French
Army in IndoChina.
In the cricket world we are upholding the good name
of the Regiment. Four members of the Bn. have been
selected to represent the Army in Malaya versus the Army
in Singapore. They are Maj. P. E. Crook, Capt. V. Dover,
M.C., Capt. S. R. O'R. Shearburn and 2/Lt. G. H. W.
Howlett. The same can be said of athletics. D/M. Watts,
Sgt. Parker and Sgt. White have been selected to represent
Selangor in the Malayan A.A.A. Championships.
The Bn. football team continues on its all conquering
way in the Ulu Selangor League, having won every match
to date.
In the Bde. Rifle Meeting we did not do particularly
well, being handicapped by lack of practice and ranges,
but in the Malaya Rifle Meeting we came 1st and 2nd in
the L.M.G. pairs. A full report of this meeting appears
elsewhere in this issue.

Battalions :

j;

The InterCoy. Basketball Competition was concluded
recently on the village pitch, when H.Q. " X " beat H.Q.
" Y" by 22 points to 16. A large crowd of both soldiers
and civilians gathered to see this bitterly fought contest
and at the conclusion the C.O. congratulated both teams
on a fine performance.
The 1st Bn. wish to thank Brig. N. I. Whitty, Col.
W. V. Palmer and Lt.Col. A. A. Eason for the good wishes
expressed in their farewell telegrams which, unfortunately,
were not acknowledged before.

" A " COMPANY
It is with great regret that we cannot record an
addition to the Coy.'s bag of dead bandits. It's not for
want of trying and during the last month the men of the
Coy. have had their full share of ulu bashing, and although
routine patrols were dropped for a short period, there was
sufficient bandit activity in and around our present vast
area to keep most of the Coy. fully employed, although
they had a few nights in bed—we hope !
Much of the activity was centred round a group of
rubber and oil palm estates which are very near to the
present Coy. H.Q. The enemy appeared to be a small
gang which was constantly on the move and even when
they perpetrated an " incident," it was anybody's guess
where they had gone and where they might appear again.
The platoons were used to try to anticipate the bandits'
movements and the mortar section had several shoots into
the ulu.in the hope that their bombs might move the bandits
from their hiding places. Unfortunately no bandits came
into our sights and a great deal of energy was expended
without result.
At the same time we had a little bad luck because
during these operations one Section of 2 PI., under Cpl.
Lemar, acting on some information given to us by one
of the planters, passed within a few yards of a track where
the bandits burned a latex lorry about ten minutes later.
A Tamil baker, who had his bread stolen by the bandits,
rang up the camp in high excitement saying that there
were many, many bandits with many, many Bren guns—
in fact, at one stage of the proceedings the figure of 100
was mentioned, but subsequent investigations showed that
there were only six to eight in the gang. The Tamil's
remarks seem to confirm a theory of the C.S.M. that cer
tain characters in this country can only count as far as
one, two, three or many, many, many.
There is little to add to the operational side of our
life during the last month, and so we turn to the lighter
side. The Band and Drums paid us a visit and we watched
the ceremony of " Beating Retreat." This was done at
Slim River by way of " showing the flag " and there was

OFFICERS 1st BATTALION

Standing (I. to r.): LT. R. W. G. NICHOLLS, CAPT. H. DAVISON (R.A.M.C.), 2/LT. A. F. TREVETT, 2/LT. J. B. BRACEWELLMILNES, 2/LT. J. P. LANGHORNE, 2/LT.
P. R. STOCK, CAPT. J. B. WILSON, 2/LT. P. S. LEIGH, LT. K. DODSON, CAPT. D. RUFFELL, LT. B. C. H. WATERS, CAPT. E. A. DEED, CAPT. S. R. O'R. SHEARBURN,
2/LT. G. H. W. HOWLETT, CAPT. K. M. HUNTING, LT. J. D. NORTON, CAPT. T. V. UPTON, 2/LT. R. D. WILSON, LT. J. S. FLETCHER. 2/LT. M. D. C. WATKINS.
Sitting (I. to v.): CAPT. (Q.M.) A. E. SIVERS, M.M., MAJ. M. B. RICKCORD. MAJ. G. P. FAWCETT, MAJ. D. H. ANDREWS, M.C.. LT.COL. A. MARTYN, O.B.E., CAPT.
V. DOVER, M.C., MAJ. P. C. M. BUCKLE, MAJ. A. J. M. FLINT, M.B.E., MAJ. P. E. CROOK, O.B.E.
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certainly a fine turnout of the local inhabitants, and we
wondered how many bandits watched the proceedings
" incognito." After " Retreat" we returned to the camp
and the Band gave us a concert for about two hours. A
number of the nearby planters came along to hear the
Band and for them it was quite an event. We were also
fortunate to have as a guest one of the three who escaped
from Germany during the war in the " Wooden Horse "
and, in fact, he is reputed to have thought up the idea in the
first place as a result of his classical studies at school. He
is now Assistant District Officer of this area.
There has been a certain amount of soccer played
against some of the local teams, and while we have had a
few successes, we still have only a moderate team and this
is not helped by the fact that it is difficult to get the same
players together for each match owing to operational
commitments. In particular, we had two matches against
the Royal Marines and after one of them they gave a very
liquid party at their H.Q. and about 15 of the Coy. went.
There were one or two men of the Coy. who were wiser
and more chastened men the next day when they were faced
with the prospect of bashing round the jungle.
We were sorry to lose 2/Lt. Gregson during the month
to the newlyformed D Coy. and we hear that he is train
ing the new draft at K.K.B., but we understand that he has
been having some difficulty with collapsing bridges. Capt.
Wilson also had his share of surprises a short time ago,
when he heard that his wife had twins. He was a
slightly harassed man until he found that it was only a
wrong interpretation of a cable from the U.K., and he
cannot now collect the insurance money. Maj. Flint had
a very lucky escape recently in his " Land Rover." It had
its doors off, and when going round a sharp corner rather
fast, he fell out into the road with naturally unpleasant
consequences. After being ordered to Frazers Hill for three
days he is now back with the Coy. and is not much the
worse for wear.
In conclusion, we hope that next month we will again
be able to report the killing of some bandits, if we can get
some information on which to work or have the good
fortune to find them sulking in a corner on one of our
many patrols.

" B " COMPANY
On the 20th July, B Coy. went out on detachment
again. This time we went to Rawang. The camp had
previously been occupied by a Squadron of the R.A.F.
Regiment (Malaya), who were under command of the Bn.
On the 25th July, the Band and Drums came to
Rawang to beat " Retreat" on the Padang, and they
helped to advertise the fact that we had taken over from
the R.A.F. Regiment. Before the "Beating of Retreat"
the Band and Drums, with a contingent from the Coy.,
marched through Rawang, and by the time the Padang was
reached they were followed by a very large crowd, who
stayed to see the show. In fact, it was altogether a great
success.
The camp itself is a good one. Since we arrived much
hard work has been put in on straightening up, and con
siderable improvement is to be seen. There are two foot
ball pitches in the village and we are able to get a game
of football on any afternoon. We are hoping to play some
of the village teams in the near future. There are three

different teams in Rawang. There is also a basketball
pitch in the village, which we are able to use. There is an
extremely good lake where we can swim, and do so when
ever we are able, and if a little quiet relaxation is wanted
you can always fish in the stream in front of the camp.
Though the fish are not large, a great deal of skill is
needed to catch them with a bent pin !
All this may make you think that the Coy. does nothing
but play games. However, we have been operating steadily
in our new area, and on the 31st July, 4 PI. met up with the
elusive bandit. At least five members of 4 PI.—2/Lt.
Wilson, Ptes. Singleton, Hopkins, Clark and Walters—met
the bandits— about 15 of them. A brief battle ensued;
the bandits withdrew leaving the five men victorious and
unhurt, and though there were no dead bandits, we all feel
that it was a considerable moral victory, and congratulate
4 PI.
This month we welcome the arrival of two new
officers, Capt. H. F. Leonard our new 2nd i/c. and 2/Lt.
Taylor, who is at present on a jungle warfare course at
the F.T.C. We also welcome C.S.M. Armstrong, our new
C.S.M.
We congratulate C/Sgt. Boorer on his success in the
AllMalaya Rifle Meeting. We also congratulate Cpls.
Gilmore, Smith and L/Cpl. Hewart on their promotions.

" C " COMPANY
Once again we go to press having had quite an
eventful month with rather more information coming in,
but with little else to show for all our labours other than
a number of bandit camps found and several large food
dumps destroyed.
We started off early on Sunday, 15th July, when the
police located a Min Yeun camp, which at first was thought
to contain 25 bandits. 7 PI. and 8 PL, under the Coy. 2nd
i/c. rushed out to the area, and together with the police,
the camp was surrounded. 8 PL, led by 2/Lt. Tilley, PL
Sgt., Sgt. Smith, together with a small H.Q. Group, did the
assault into the camp, which was at the end of a small
valley in rather thick, scrubby country. Apparently the
bandits heard us getting round to the rear of them and
although one bandit was seen and shot at by a policeman,
he was only hit in the pack and got away. Cpl. Dawson,
the commander of No. 1 Section, 7 PL, who was in a stop
position also saw a woman bandit running away, but
although he got off a couple of shots and heard her give
a scream, we later learnt that she was not hit. There
appears to be little truth in the rumour that Cpl. Dawson's
moustache got entangled with the creepers, which prevented
him from taking a proper aim. One of the bandits who
were in this camp was captured by the police a week later
and we learnt that there had been nine bandits in the
camp, all of whom had wriggled through the undergrowth
and got away. We collected 12 packs and some food and
clothing from this camp and from a letter from the leader,
which the police later intercepted, gather that these
particular Min Yeun were having rather a wet and hungry
time.
On Saturday, 21st, the police again had a contact in
the same area, when they killed a bandit and captured a
Min Yeun. 8 PL and 7 PL were rushed to the scene to
follow up, but heavy rain obliterated most of the tracks
and although 7 PL, commanded by 2/Lt. BracewellMilnes,
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laid a night ambush on a likely route, nothing further was
seen of the bandit platoon thought to be 35 strong. The
captured bandit led a 2 PI. patrol, under Capt. Deed, to
several likely camps the next morning, but there was no
sign of the bandit platoon. The guide had been the
Quartermaster for the local Min Yeun and also showed the
patrol a fairly large food dump containing enough food for
30 bandits for three months. Maj. Crook, the Coy. Comd.,
returned from his spell of leave on the Monday and was
out on the next day, again led by the captured bandit, and
another couple of old camps and another food dump were
found and destroyed.
Towards the beginning of August, 2/Lt. Howlett, 7
PI. Commander, returned from his P.T. Course and again
took over from 2/Lt. BracewellMilnes, who has been
transferred to D Coy. Shortly after, 7 PL, on patrol, had
another quick glimpse of five bandits, when their leading
scout, Pte. Cottee, who comes from the West Country, saw
them running away towards the jungle as hard as they
could go. The rubber was very overgrown and by the
time the PL had reached the spot, the bandits had vanished.
We are by now beginning to get a very good picture
of the local banditry, of their buildup and stamping
grounds and hope that in the next month's issue we shall
be able to announce some additions to the Coy. score,
which at present stands at two bandits killed.
The InterCoy. sports seem to have rather gone by the
board during the rush of the past month. We have, how
ever, played a number of friendly hockey fixtures, under
the guidance of C/Sgt. Harris, the Coy. hockey king, which
have shown that wc will have the nucleus of a good team
when the hockey season really starts. We have had two
attempts to get into the final of the InterCoy. football,
but on each occasion the Band have just been able to hold
us. The latter game resulted in a 00 draw after extra
time. We hope to really " fix their duff" this coming
Friday, and qualify to meet Sp. Coy. in the final.
As there is no cricket pitch, we have been unable to
play any friendly matches. We congratulate Maj. Crook
and 2/Lt. Howlett on being selected to represent the Army,
Malaya, in Singapore at cricket on the 19th and 20th
August.
There have been a number of arrivals and departures
since our last issue. 2/Lt. Tilley, who comes from Deal,
has left on release to go to University. 2/Lt. Ferguson, of
9 PL fame, has been transferred to D Coy. to put the new
drafts on the right road. We welcome in 2/Lt. Reoch and
2/Lt. Trevett, the latter from B Coy., and hope that they
will soon settle down into the best Coy. in the Bn.
We also congratulate all of our many potential Field
Marshalstobe, who have started off on the right road,
burdened under the weight of their Acting Unpaid
(unwanted) lance stripes.
L/Cpls. Batley, Small, Hall, Harvey, Stenning, White,
Keeler and Martin have all taken the Unit Cadre Course
in their strides to embark on the first step upward.
We were sorry to learn that L/Cpl. Martin, who
injured his hand with a matchet whilst cutting his way
through as leading scout for 7 PL, has severed some
tendons in his hand and that he has probably lost the use
of two fingers.
We are shortly going out on a Coy. operation for
three days to stir up the bandits in our area, leaving only
the C.Q.M.S. to hold the fort in K.K.B. The C.S.M.,

W.O.II Hills, who comes from Tonbridge, has been seen
in the Coy. Stores trying on pair after pair of jungle boots,
searching, so wc believe, for a pair with zip fasteners to
do them up. We anticipate having air and mortar support
and hope to produce an addition to the Bn. score sheet for
next " Q.O.G." notes. (Bandit monthly papers, please
copy.)

" D " COMPANY
The Coy. has now blossomed into full strength with
the arrival of yet another draft at the beginning of this
month. We have 10 PL fully operational under their tem
porary commander, 2/Lt. BracewellMilnes, while 2/Lt.
Langhorne is attached to the French Army in IndoChina,
for three weeks.
No. 11 PL has completed its training, though the final
fourday exercise did not pass without incident. During
the night, 25 lights appeared at intervals at one point,
being observed from the PL's base camp overlooking the
edge of a cliff. Investigation was impossible at the time,
and being only a training PL it was necessary to return
the following morning, as arranged.
We received a casualty when part of the bridge, on
which 2/Lt. Gregson and Pte. Bardell were standing,
collapsed. Several feet of water broke their fall, but Pte.
Bardell, unfortunately, suffered a fractured skull from
falling timbers. The " new boys," of No. 12 PL, are now
sweating in the first stages of jungle training.
Everything speeds towards our forthcoming detach
ment at Kerling, but one great fear hovers over C.S.M.
Dallen: will someone take possession of the now very
smart Coy. H.Q. while we are away ? Barbed wire has
been introduced around the Arms Kote and a splendid
archway and gate erected. With a few rambler roses
decorating these, our basha, with its thatched roof, would
look more like a country cottage !
Despite the lack of bandits, a number of "trophies"
have been captured: these include a large tin of gelignite,
and electrical detonators, as well as two hundred rounds
and a number of grenades.
Sport within the Coy. is doing well. Cpl. Taylor, Ptes.
Adams, Bleach and Williams are members of the Bn.
swimming teams. In athletics Ptes. Adland, Burgess and
Woodger regularly represent the Bn. through the Mercury
Club, and helped to beat the Malay Regiment Depot in
their last match. The football standard is good, especially
from 12 PL, who have so far carried all before them.
To conclude, Maj. Spurr did not join this Coy. as
expected, and we congratulate Capt. T. V. Upton on
assuming command. Also to be congratulated is 2/Lt.
Langhorne on his promotion to the rank of Lt.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Not long ago the Coy. Comd. announced that,
between them, the three Pis. of Sp. Coy. had done more
than fifty patrols since we came to Kerling. Both the
Machine Gun and AntiTank Pis. have wounded bandits
and the Assault Pioneers proudly display a bandit onestar
hat, which they took from a fully decomposed terrorist,
but that long awaited kill still eludes us. However, there
is a feeling in the Coy. that our turn must come soon !
Kerling Camp itself has been a scene of frenzied
activity during the past month. By dint of the hard work
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of the Coy. itself, the new draft and Unit Pioneers, what
was once referred to by a distinguished visitor as a minor
Buchenvvald, has been turned into a reasonable camp, with
electric light, cold showers, watertight tents and a cook
house worthy of the name. It has been noticed, too, that
after C.S.M. Nichols' recent furniture removal, the Sgts'.
Mess has taken on an almost suburban air and they even
have a beer mug full of flowers on their handsome dining
room table.
Although we now live in civilised surroundings, the
supporters of the woad versus clothing scheme seem to be
increasing proportionately in leaps and bounds. There is
hardly a man in the Coy. who has not decorated his
anatomy in some fine tone of purple, orange, green or
brown and the more artistic amongst us can even pick a
delicate blend or combination which they consider most
becoming. The much boosted healing power of these
dyes is not so apparent.
The C/Sgt., bothered and bewildered by the continual
attacks of irate PI. Comds. demanding anything from
tinned milk to field glasses at all times of the day has now
retired to Kuala Kubu, where he intends to hold his own
behind extensive barbed wire entanglements and solid piles
of Boxes, Soldier.
We were pleased to note the departure of dog " Fred "
to a discipline course in Kuala Lumpur, but less pleased
when we learned that he had been given an immediate
R.T.U. for most undogly behaviour W.O.A.S. He has
now resumed his duties as assistant bugler and can also be
seen nightly on patrol.
The Coy. has now reached the finals of the Bn. Inter
Coy. Football Competition. In the semifinals we beat
B Coy. by two goals to nil, after a hard and very hot game
in which Pte. Kelly 92 and Cpl. Lingham deserve mention.
Unfortunately our team has had little or no opportunity to
play together lately, but as we arc returning to Kuala
Kubu in the notsodistant future this should be remedied
then. In the soft ball and basket ball competitions we
found ourselves up against fairly strong teams and,
although both games were hard enough, we were well
beaten. Badminton is becoming more and more pojwlar
at Kerling, but it still cannot challenge darts as the Coy.'s
favourite pastime.
Lastly, we would like to sympathise with L/Cpl.
Pullen on his most unfortunate accident and to wish him
the very best of luck in the future.
The Coy. is sorry to lose a charming personality, 2/Lt.
De Pury, who is returning to the U.K. We all wish him
the very best of luck in his new sphere of life.

H.Q. COMPANY
This month we have to report a change of Coy. Com
manders. Maj. Fawcett has taken over SecondinCom
mand and Maj. Spurr is now our Coy. Comd. We wish
them both success in their new jobs. While we are at it,
we will list the other officers of the Coy.: —
Capt. (Q.M.) R. Sivers, M.M.—Q.M.;
Capt. S. R. O'R. Shearburn—M.T.O.;
Lt. R. Nicholls—O. i/c. Messing;
Lt. K. Dodson—Sig. Pi. Comd.;
Lt. J. Norton—Mortar Pi. Comd.
Holding the fort in the office are C.S.M. Leigh and
Cpl. Proctor, while the stores are ably manned by C/Sgt.
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Bowles, B.E.M., and Pte. Porter. So now you'know the
" Inner Circle."
Recently the M.T. Section have been training officers'
batmen to become driverbatmen. Probably a coincidence,
but we notice that the first batman to pass his driving test
was the M.T.O.'s ! It's a good thing for them that there
is no traffic section in the village police station.
The other day a multitude descended on the area of
the Q.M. Stores to erect a marquee. After about three
days it was eventually erected ! Apparently the Q.M.'s
idea was to use this for storing accommodation stores, but
by the time he had put all his tentage inside there was no
room for anything else. The latest addition to the Q.M.
staff is Sgt. Cooper, who is Technical Stores Sgt.
Our athletes have done well recently in the Selangor
State A.A.A. Championships. Sgt. Parker came third in
throwing the javelin, with a throw of 157 feet 6 inches.
D/M. Watts broke the State record and nearly equalled
the Malaya record in throwing the hammer. In the discus,
D/M. Watts and Sgt. White came first
and second
respectively. Capt. Shearburn came second in the semi
finals of the 120 yards hurdles, but was disqualified for
knocking three over.
Well done, H.Q. Coy. athletes !

MORTAR PLATOON
The Mortar PI. has been busy in the past month,
bombarding the unseen enemy in his jungle hideouts. We
have, in addition, laid ambushes and done short patrols.
These operations have not been confined to the Bn. area.
Wc spent one night ambushing in the SulTolks' area, but
magic there was no stronger; we still had "nothing to report.
News from our detachment at Trolak, under Cpl.
Atkins is encouraging. After mortaring an area of jungle,
four frightened bandits fled out, to be killed immediately
by a waiting Royal NTtirine ambush. We understand that
A Coy. now want a refinement in the mortaring to ensure
that the bandits run into their ambushes.
We are sorry to report that Pte. Kelly was accidentally
shot in the shoulder at Trolak. He bore a painful injury
very bravely and we are glad to hear he is making a
speedy recovery. We all hope to see him with us again in
the near future.
Sgt. Tutt is now commanding another outstation
detachment at Rawang, and if they demoralize the bandits
as effectively as they alarmed a party of Sp. Coy., when
they were returning through the Kanching Pass, while a
mortar shoot was in progress, then we may look confidently
forward to the end of the emergency in Malaya. In this
event, we hope that Sgt. Tutt, Ptes. Lambert, French and
Wilson will be suitably honoured.
Members of the PI. are still distinguishing themselves
in a variety of sporting events. Sgt. Parker recently won
a very fine cup in the Selangor Athletics Championship for
javelin throwing, and is going from strength to strength.
Cpl. Cates is in the Bn. swimming team. At volley ball,
a game which we had only played once before, the PI.
easily defeated two wellpractised Sp. Coy. teams at
Kerling. L/Cpls. Spiller and Fuller represented the Unit
in the Malaya Rifle Meeting, L/Cpl. Fuller deserves great
praise for being one of the winning team in the L.M.G.
Pairs open competition; with an excellent score he and
Sgt. Henden well deserved this honour. We can again say
proudly, "The Mortars do it again" !
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SIGNAL PLATOON
Now that our operators are more experienced, 1 feel
that it is safe to say that communications throughout the
Bn. are average. PI. Comds. are beginning to realise the
importance of good aerial sites and arc getting wireless
minded, which is a great help.
All members of the PL congratulate Cpl. and Mrs.
MauleFfinch on the birth of a daughter, and sincerely
hope that they are both well. L/Cpl. "Spats" Allison
is at the moment taking a rest in the Cameronion High
lands. Doc. says it's the only cure for long service in
crab stations.
Our PL Comd., Lt. K. Dodson, braved the jungle to
attend a pig shoot a couple of days ago (" You should
have seen the one that gotaway"). But seriously, the party
had real hard luck and even then did not come back
emptyhanded. A kindly Chinese butcher rewarded them
with a slice or two of bacon.
The Bn. has entered the InterUnit Swimming Com
petition and the Sig. PL arc again well represented with
L/Cpl. Garwood swimming the 100 metres breaststroke
and backstroke; Pte. Cummings the 100 metres crawl and
L/Cpl. Andrews the 400 metres free style. We wish them
luck.
We have a detachment at the Rawang Rest Camp
now, the lucky people being Cpl. Stephenson, L/Cpl.
Andrews, Ptes. Gibbs, Gates and Bushell. B Coy. have
even found a swimming pool down there, that they intend
having put on the map. The PL is now managing to send
members on priv. leave quite frequently and Penang seems
to be the favourite resort. "Tiger" O'Gorman (beery
name, what !), our hardworked D.R., has amazed every
one by declaring that he's on the water wagon. Wonder
why ?
"Batty" Smith is delighted; the M.T.O. has declared
him safe, so he is now proud possessor of a 15cwt., which
means promotion to batman driver, and when he is not
employed bundling the PL Comds., and his own, laundry
up, he's to be found on the M.T. square gazing with awe
at this contraption on wheels.
Little news this month, but we'll do better in our next
issue.
" Little Pronto."

BAND
We of the Band are still tanning ourselves under the
Malayan sun, and carrying out such engagements that
happen to come our way. The Dance Band in particular
are working very hard, but there seems little demand for a
full military programme band. Undaunted, wc carry on
rehearsing for the day when we will be inundated with
engagement offers, and will we be ready for it !
During the past four weeks we have visited Kuala
Lumpur, Slim River, Trolak and Kerling, giving concerts
and generally " showing the flag." When we are dressed
in all our finery we must present quite a strange sight to
the Malay, Chinese and Tamil spectators, and they seem
to enjoy our shows, even though they are not over
demonstrative in their enthusiasm, as seems to be the case
with all orientals.
In the field of sport we can safely boast of holding
our own, and are looking forward to the coming hockey
season, when we hope to get around a bit and play various

teams. Congratulations to D/M. Watts, who recently
broke the Malayan record for "putting the shot" and the
State record for the discus. " Druinmie" also refcrecd
the Malayan final in Kuala Lumpur of the F.A.R.E.L.F.
soccer cup last week.
Mrs. McCracken and Mrs. Walters have safely arrived
out here, and we hope the main party will not be far
behind (I believe some of our brethren are having trouble
with darning their socks).
This is all for this month.

" Liam."

P.S.—We have just learned that Student E. Moon,
late of the Band, has been appointed Bandmaster to the
12th Lancers, and I know that those of you that remember
him will join with us in offering him our sincere
congratulations.

ATHLETICS
During the last month two main athletic meetings have
taken place in Kuala Lumpur. The first of these was the
InterClub Relay Championship for the Mercury Trophy.
Our athletes took part in this, competing for the Mercury
Club, which came second to the Swift A.A. from Singapore.
All our athletes did well and as a result most of them
entered for the Selangor A.A.A. Championship. Here
again we had every reason to be proud of our athletes.
D/M. Watts was first in the discus, with Sgt. White second.
The D/M., who had been beating the Malayan record in
practice fell just short on the day. He did, however, break
the Malayan record for the hammer, which he also won.
This record, unfortunately, was shortlived, as it was beaten
on the next day in Singapore. Sgt. Parker came third in
the javelin, so we now have a number of new pieces of
silver in the Regiment.
I have not mentioned the other athletes, but they all
did extremely well considering that they have no facilities
for training at Kuala Kubu Bahru, and that some of them
were in the jungle only a few hours before they were
competing. The following have been entered for the
Malayan A.A.A. Championships: D/M. Watts, Sgt. White,
Sgt. Parker. We wish them the best of luck and hope to
see even more silver in the Bn. as a result of their efforts.

SWIMMING
Swimming is naturally a popular sport in Malaya's
hot climate and whenever opportunity affords, men of the
Bn. are not slow to follow the example of the natives and
bathe in the rivers. Recently this nearly led to disaster,
when daring Lt. Fletcher was whirled downstream in a
raging torrent, while attempting to cross a river on
operations.
He was rescued by Pte. Searles, who
immediately dived in and brought the unfortunate officer
to safety.
After this episode, it was realized that the formation
of a Bn. swimming team could no longer be delayed.
Accordingly, last week, some twenty enthusiasts set out for
the baths at Kuala Lumpur to display their prowess in an
endeavour to represent the Bn. .Several more trials have
since taken place and a Bn. team was selected. This team
will travel next week to Kluang where it will compete at
the South Malaya District Meeting.
As we still have with us L/Cpl. Garwood, who was
well placed in the Army finals in England last year, and
Cpl. Foster, a strong swimmer and diver, as well as some
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promising new members, we are optimistic about our
chances. We had hoped that the Adjutant, Capt. Dover,
M.C., might be available to play water polo. With his
ability to strengthen our team, we feel that success would
have been assured. However, he has been claimed by the
cricket selectors to represent the Army in Malaya and we
shall indeed have to play well to make up for this loss.
The members of the swimming team are as follows: —
50 metres Free Style: Cpl. Taylor, Pte. Cummings.
100 metres Free Style:. Pte. Cummings, Pte. Bleach.
100 metres Breaststroke: L/Cpl. Garwood. Pte. Cox.
100 metres Backstroke: L/Cpl. Garwood. Cpl. Cates.
400 metres Free Style: L/Cpl. Andrews, Cpl. Foster.
Plunge: Pte. Lovett, Cpl. Foster.
Diving: Pte. Williams, Cpl. Foster.
4 x 50 metres Relay: Cpl. Taylor, Pte. Cummings,
Pte. Adams, Pte. Pemburton.
Water Polo: Pte. Lovett, Pte. Pierce, Cpl. Foster, Pte.
Smith, L/Cpl. Garwood, Pte. Cummings, Cpl.
Taylor.
We hope in our next issue to record our successes.

SHOOTING
On 23rd July the Bn. Shooting Team drove 110 miles
to take part in the Malayan Rifle Meeting at Port Dickson.
Teams from every major and minor unit in the country
were competing, making over 600 competitors.
Port Dickson is the training centre for the Malay
Regiment and consists of a small town and a straggling
series of Kampongs and camps for six miles along the
coast. The range was an excellent 16target affair run
ning along the edge of the sea, with a jungle clad hill
behind, allowing spectators and competitors every chance
to keep cool by frequent dips in the blue water.
Our team had trained very hard under the direction of
Maj. G. P. Fawcett and had to compete with the lack of a
proper open range and the difficulty to collect together so
many key men for practice. They were determined to
oll'set our defeat in the 18 Bde. Meeting by our friends
the 1 Sulfolks and 1 Worcesters, who were, incidentally,
first and fourth in the rifle competition at the Malayan
Meeting.
The results of the week's shooting were most satis
factory on our first appearance and the team are to be
congratulated on their steady shooting, especially the
L.M.G. " A " and " B " teams, who were first and second
amongst 57 teams; a really great achievement.
C/Sgt. Boorer was the backbone of the rifle team and
shot very well in the early stages of the meeting and was
third in stage one of the individual championship. He
managed to pass on to stage three, which was open to all
Services, Police and Planters. In order to compete he had
to borrow a No. 4 rifle, which he had never fired with
before and did well to come 23rd.
Our team was much in evidence in the sweeps and
pool bulls, and nearly everyone won some dollars;
altogether about 150 dollars were raked in. The most
surprised and pleased member was Pte. Ticehurst, who won
58 dollars for a pool bull.
Everyone enjoyed the change of air and bathing and
felt that the more rifle meetings there were down by the
sea the better life would be, and it was with a heavy heart
that we drove olf on Sunday morning, and it has been

Bn. Shooting Team, 1951. Taken on beach at
Port Dickson.
whispered that some members of the Sgts'. Mess were
heavier in another part of their anatomy !.
We look forward to the next meeting and feel con
fident, now that we are more settled, we shall he able to
train up a team to gain fresh laurels.
RESULTS
MALAYAN RIFLE TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS (MAIN UNITS)
9th—28 teams
Score.
O.R.Q.M.S. Catt
65
C/Sgt. Boorer
98
Sgt. Fuller
62
Cpl. Waters
61
L/Cpl. Fuller
63
Pte. Ticehurst
77
L/Cpl. Spiller
68
Pte. Thornton
66
Total

560
L.M.G.
2nd—57 teams

" A " T e a m:
O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, C/Sgt. Boorer
1st—57 teams
" B " Team :
Sgt. Hendon, L/Cpl. Fuller

306

311

STEN
24th—62 teams
" A " Team :
O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, C/Sgt. Boorer
i5th—62 teams

207

232

" B" Team :
C.S.M. Leigh, Sgt. Fuller

217

REVOLVER INDIVIDUAL
16th—75 competitors
Maj. P. C. M. Buckle

4 th

BATTALION
B" COMPANY

70

Royal West Rents' Th i ce Mo n I h s in Malaya

I

N their First three months' operational service in Malaya,
the 1st Battalion, Royal West Kents killed 11 Com
munist terrorists, wounded five and captured two
bandit helpers.
The Battalion is responsible for an area of nearly
1,000 square miles, North of Kuala Lumpur, the capital.
The hard core of Malaya's terrorists are masters of
guerrilla tactics. They eluded the Japanese during the
occupation, and only by dint of skill Vid sweat can the
Army and Police catch up with them. The Battalion
Intelligence Officer says: ".In 122 operational patrols—
ranging from one to seven days—carried out in 30 days,
resulted in only eight contacts."
The recent orders of General Briggs (employed in a
civilian capacity as Director of Operations in Malaya),
that no food will be moved except during certain hours of
the day, gives hope that the terrorists will be compelled
to come more often into the open.
The C.inC.„ Far East Land Forces (Lt.Gen. Sir
Charles Keightley), visited the Battalion on July 6th,
giving an interesting talk on Western Europe. Many of
the men served under him when he was C.inC. of the
B.A.O.R.
Sgt. Victor Tutt (253, Rangefield Road, Bromley) and
Pte. Robert Mathews (15, Institute Road, Chatham)
remembered the C.inC. in B.A.O.R.
It's not all work and no play for the Royal West
Kents in Malaya.
Bandit fighting is first priority, but
sport is encouraged. InterCoy. and PI. competitions at
cricket, football, basketball, softball and volleyball are
very popular. Devonshire County Champion for the 3
miles in 1947, Cpl. John Arnold, has done well in the mile
and three miles as Bn. representative in the Mercury Club.
He is confidently expected by his colleagues to bring home
to 6, Henley Close, Greenford, Middlesex, some athletic
trophies. Sgt. Fred White, whose wife lives at Moore
Married Quarters, Shorncliffe, broke the Selangor State
discus record with 110 feet 114 inches.
For the AllMalaya Rifle Meeting the Bn.'s team has
been putting in a great deal of practice. Two members of
the Bn. team which won the Young Soldiers' Cup in the
Army Rifle Association NonCentral last year, L/Cpl.
Fred Fuller, of 23, Droges Close, Bramley, Surrey, and
L/Cpl. Robert Spiller, of 83, Waterloo Crescent, Feltham,
Middlesex, are taking part.
The Bn. was delighted to hear that their present Com
manding Officer, Lt.Col. A. Martyn, was presented with
the O.B.E. and C/Sgt. W. H. Bowles the B.E.M. in the last
Birthday Honours.

>HE " B" Coy. Dinner held at the
Bridge House, St. Mary Cray, on the
20th July, developed into a firstclass
evening, and we welcomed amongst our
guests Col. and Mrs. Jackson, the Adjutant
and Mrs. Roper, Capt. and Mrs. Blake,
R.S.M. Byrne and Mr. Breadon. Mr. Brea
don met an old friend in the Licencee of
the Bridge House, by name, Bob Burrows:
it could be seen that a few more exploits of the 4th Bn. were
being relived. The party moved off in good order from the
pub. at closing time and returned to the Drill Hall to enjoy
our own " licensing hours." The evening's entertainment
eventually broke up in the small hours.
The exercise on the 21st July was somewhat curtailed,
but nevertheless a good time was had by all the attackers
if not by the defenders, who were the 571 (M) L.A.A. Regt.,
R.A. The Patrols, after adequate liquid refreshment, set
oil" at 2230 hours, and obtained the necessary information
relating to gun positions, and made known their attack on
the return journey by cutting the lines of communication
with methodical thoroughness. The Patrol returned to the
Drill Hall at 0030 hours to further the bar profits.
A committee is being formed by Orpington Council to
negotiate between employers 'and T.A. 'Volunteers and
N.S.M. over matters of training commitments.
We are looking forward to the visit to H.Q. Coy.,
on the 10th August, to show our prowess at darts.
Until next month.
" Busy Bee."

T

" C " COMPANY
Strange though it may seem, it is a more difficult task
this month to put pen to paper as not a great deal has
happened in the Sevenoaks area, due to the fact that so
many are away on holiday. However, we wish the best
of luck to those who have been fortunate enough to get
away.
On 15th and 22nd July we spent two of the hottest days
of the year on Shoreham Range which were highly profit
able. The weather being conducive, some very encouraging
results were to be seen both with rifle and the L.M.G., and
the scores were a vast improvement on recent shoots in
spite of several altercations between Capt. Marchant in
the butts and a nameless individual at the end of the " C "
Coy. line.
We cannot leave the question of the range without
mention of the afternoon of 22nd July when, on completion
of the qualificational and Coy. shoot, it was decided by the
powersthatbe to hold a short R.T. exercise on the hills
around Shoreham. Having dispersed ourselves well in the
open for the purposes of better reception, the heavens
thought fit to open and we were subjected to the heaviest
storm of the summer. The Coy. Commander was said to
be acting as a rover, but vain efforts were made to con
tact him and it was not until we had taken matters into
our own hands and R.V'd. at Shoreham, that we finally
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Buglers sounding Supper Call

4th Bn. Officers' July Ball.

Plioto. Sport and General

Photo, Sport and General
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located him. Authoritative reports have it that he had
been having an urgent conference with Major Waring, but
wherever he was, it was a good piece of stall' work! For
a description of the weather we would refer to the remarks
of Pte. Mason, but regret that although apt and amusing
they are unprintable!
Our congratulations to the winners of the Coy. shoot
—in order of merit: Sgt. Maynard, Pte. Wilkinson, L/Cpl.
Weller and Pte. Dicker. It is sad to note that " C " Coy.
is becoming abstemious because although beer was to be
had on the range, there was a great outcry when no soft
drinks were forthcoming. The only ray of light to this
sad and sorry tale was the sight of a certain subaltern who,
in quick succession, downed four pints of the best in an
effort to retrieve the tarnished honour (?) of the Coy.
Special mention must be made of Cpl. Roden, L/Cpls.
Weller and Steward on their respective promotions. May
their arms soon be weighed down by the number of little
white stripes. At the time of going to press we under
stand that Mr. Butlin has extended an invitation to Capt.
Hayes to spend his vacation at one of his resorts.
Ye
inhabitants of Devonshire, beware!
" Pen Pusher."

" D " COMPANY
The month of July was notable for the visits paid by
members of the Coy. to places further afield.
July 17th saw the Coy. assembled, complete with
transport," one three tonner and the trusty 15 cwt., to
gether with maps of Kent and compasses—destination. Poll
Hill.
Just off the top of Poll Hill there is a most admirable
plateau, where it is possible to view the surrounding coun
try eastward for some considerable distance, and, in conse
quence, it is possible to apply the map to the ground and
judge distance accurately and pinpoint objects. After a
period at this, the Coy. again moved oil to tac H.Q., the
Buck's Head, at Godden Green, where the remainder of
the evening was profitably passed.
July 24th, with the Coy. again on parade, complete
with transport, and this time for something entirely dif
ferent, a visit to Biggin Hill aerodrome. Arrangements
had been made between Captain Wood and the flying wing
adjutant for a discussion to take place on the latest type
of fighter plane, supported by demonstration on the aircraft
itself. The Coy. was detailed olf into three parties, and the
ensuing discussion proved most enjoyable and interesting.
Perhaps the most important factor which emerged was the
speed of the aircraft together with the high rate of fuel
consumption, which would prevent the use of the planes
as a " cab rank " in support of infantry . . . a very familiar
and welcome use in the last war . . . and this was very much
regretted by all. Once again, the social side was adequately
taken care of.
The final exodus took place on Bank Holiday when a
party detailed by the Coy. 2nd i/c, and commanded by
Sgt. Baker, moved olf to the Bromley Horse Show, the
object being to assist the organisers, and to demonstrate
a bren gun carrier, a six pounder antitank gun and 38
sets, this equipment being centralised in an E.P.I.P., to
gether with H.Q. Div. Arty., the Kent Yeomanry, the

Location Bty. and the W.R.A.C., from Bromley. Actually
the weather was the greatest enemy, and there was no
combatting the rain, however, the equipment, and the
troops remained until the " bitter " end, just a little " damp "
outside as well as in.
Visits, in the future are planned to the Airborne Gun
ners at Hither Green, and a further visit to Biggin Hill,
when it is hoped that arrangements may be made for en
thusiastic personnel to fly.

SUPPORT COMPANY
After a break of three weeks, following our return from
camp, we are now once more back in the saddle. There
has not been a lot of noticeable activity, but all the same
a lot has been done, quietly as always our P.S.I, has seen
to it that all the weapons arc in tiptop shape and in
general completed all the admin, that is necessary after
the return from camp.
During this time we have been able to squeeze in two
minature range shoots, the first was between the volunteers
of the Coy. and our National .Service Element, the volun
teers won quite easily, although one was able to pick out
one or two good shots from our latest intake. The second
was against " H.Q.' Coy. and although we say it we rather
took the hide of the H.Q. lads.
There is very little more to report, but we now look
forward to our shoot and social with the R.A.S.C. Coy.
from Brighton, and before the dark evenings arrive a few
carrier drives through the outlying villages.
We hope the programme we are laying on on the occasion
of the visit of the 916 Coy., R.A.S.C., Brighton, which takes
place on 18th19th August, will be a success. Our carriers
are going out to meet the visitors.
After tea there will be a shoot in the miniature range.
Our team will be stiffened by a' few of H.Q's. crack shots.
We hope full use will be made of the dart board and
billiards table during the evening as a diversion from the
bar. A bathing parade has been laid on the following
morning after early morning tea and aspirins. The bathing
pool is only four minutes walk and Sgt. Dowsing expects
to be first in. At 0900 we leave for Castle Hill Range
to carry out the following programme: —
200 yards—Application, 5 rounds.
300 yards—Application, 5 rounds.
300 yards—Rapid, 10 rounds in 50 seconds.
At 1230 hours it is proposed to adjourn to a nearby
inn to drink the winners' beer. The " Stag's Head " have
placed their Club Room at our disposal.
PERSONAL
Sgt. Bill Smith is getting married on Saturday, the 18th.
We all extend our very best wishes for his and the bride's
happiness. (Keep your eye on him, Pat).
" Washout."
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
The Q. O. G„"
The Barracks.
Maidstone, Kent.
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The Badge & Colours
of your Unit

Sterling Silver CigaretteCase
1)7/4 Colours in enamel
and mounted Silver Badge

sterling Silver Cigarette /iox
with Colours in enamel
and mounted Silver Badge

J!here is a gradually improving stock
of vanity cases, cigarette cases, cigar
boxes,pocket lighters, toilet services etc.
with colours in enamel and mounted
with silver badge of any Unit of H.M.
Forces. The Goldsmiths & Silversmiths
Company will be pleased to submit
Sterling Silver Vanity Case
with Colours in enamel
and mounted Silver Badge

details upon request.

THE
GOLDSMITHS &
SILVERSMITHS
COMPANY LTD
ImWfirtW'N
M
TO

W

TO!!!! '!
Sterling Silver I 'anityCase
with Colours in tnamtl
and mounted Silvtr Badge

112
REGENT STREET
LONDON  W  I
NUMBER 1 1 2 IS OUR ONLY ADDRESS
TELEPHONE: RECENT 3021
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REGIMENTAL

DEPOT

A

UGUST has been a comparatively quiet month both
at the Depot and Maidstone itself after the activities
of the early summer. The Engineer Regt. from
Invicta Lines is away on manoeuvres and we have tem
porarily taken over Garrison duties, such as they are.
The Commanding Officer and Lt.Col. Eason have been
away on rain sodden leave. This was less inconvenient for
the latter who was busy catching salmon.
We welcome 2/Lt. C. E. Craven, from Sandhurst; 2/Lt.
J. Weller, from Eaton Hall, and Lt. V. F. Whitewood who
has returned to the Regiment with a short service com
mission. Sgts. Palmer and Collingwood have now been
absorbed into the Depot Permanent Staff.
In a less
personal way, we also welcome new chairs, carpets and
curtains in the Officers' Mess.
It seems only a few days ago the new Intake arrived,
but they are now busy practising for the passing out parade
which is being taken by Col. Parry, the Brigade Colonel.
Congratulations to L/Cpls. Parsons, Evans and Bone
on their elevation to the Corporals' Mess. Also to L/Cpl.
Weller who hit the Depot headlines by announcing his
forthcoming marriage to a member of 303rd (Kent) Bn.

W.R.A.C. At the moment details of the ceremony are on
the restricted list.
The Depot cricket team has had rather a disastrous
month about which we prefer to keep quiet. Next month
we hope to have more cheerful news.
Our sympathy is extended to a witness (who shall be
nameless) in a recent Coy. Office case. He was inadvertently
included in the line of accused by a zealous provost staff
and received seven days C.B. for the very crime about
which, as an innocent spectator, he had diligently prepared
his testimony. A subsequent suggestion that he should as
it were, " bank " his C.B. as a credit against any future
misdemeanour proved unacceptable to him and his sheet
was duly cleared.
Next month we shall be entertaining members of the
Past and Present Association when they hold their " Get
together and Social Evening" of all Branches atthe Bar
racks, on Saturday, 20th October.

A

SERGEANTS' MESS

UGUST has been a most unpleasant month, it having
rained on most days, probably just to remind us of
the monsoons the 1st Bn. experience in Malaya. In
fact it has been recorded as the wettest August since 1920.
Apart from the weather there has not been very much
activity as far as the Mess has been concerned.
It has given " Cawf Tablets" a great lift up by the
opening of a new football season and a new hope for his
favourite club—Gillingham. So far his team have had a
fair amount of success, having gleaned a total of six points
to date from five matches. He is for ever reminding certain
members of the Mess of their progress (not forgetting the
many years they have struggled and applied for reelection
.to the English League). If they continue at their present

First PassingOut Parade at the Depot.
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rate it is possible that the manager of the club will be
provided with a new office and the catering facilities will
improve. Sabotage has been reported from the " Boys'"
enclosure—reports have seeped through that they are caus
ing grevious damage to the fencing—which presumably
is only natural since they appear to be herded in a cattle
pen. No doubt as the season progresses we shall have
to put up with many excuses as to why they didn't, etc.
Of course time will tell, " Cawf Tablets." One innocent
member had a most enjoyable afternoon when he accom
panied " The Football Menace " to Priestfield Stadium on
1st September. "Cawf Tablets" proudly boasted that his
supporter " Did not get any mud on his boots," but he told
our scribe that he felt very comfortable indeed when the
water was running in the tops of his shoes. " Up the Gills."
The collection made on that day was for the N.S.P.C.C.,
but his host did not have any comment on this.
On 1st September our much lookedforward to cricket
fixture with the Prison Officers from H.M. Prison, Worm
wood Scrubs, took place. It had been raining continuously
the whole week and the groundsman was doubtful if he
would be able to prepare a suitable wicket. However, the
morning opened with bright sunshine and we were full
of hopes in repeating our last year's performance of beating
'em up. They won the toss and decided to bat and rain
clouds soon gathered. After about halfanhour's play
luncheon was taken. The party had arrived by coach and
owing to numbers there had to be two sittings in the Mess.
After an excellent lunch—for which Sgt. Saywell must re
ceive congratulations, the players returned to the field of
combat. It was very soon apparent that there would not
be very much cricket and after our opponents had obtained
37 runs for 5 wickets it came on to rain. There was no
sign of it being likely to break and it was suggested that a
shooting match be arranged. This was duly laid on and
after a very exciting match the Sgts'. Mess, Depot, managed
to win by a total of 310 points to 292. The FI.P.S. was
360. Fired on normal application targets in the Miniature
Range.
Outstanding scores were Mr. J. Teer, 38; Mr.
Johnson, 37; and Mr. Lance (senior) 36, for the Scrubs'
team. Members of the Mess team returned scores of:
Mr. J. Sergison, 40; Sgt. Brooks (R.E.M.E. Armourer) 39;
and Mr. F. Grant, 38. The ladies had already decided that
it was not worth their while to come to the cricket field and
whiled the afternoon away playing cards, etc., under the
able direction of Mr. Hookey Walker (the Regimental
Coachman) in the Sgts'. Mess. By this time tea was taken
and all seemed to be satisfied in spite of the rain,
they were enjoying themselves.
It was intended to pass
the evening by a series of indoor games, but owing to
the incessant rain our usual performers failed to appear.
Nevertheless, in the absence of the R.S.M. (unadvoidably
absent owing to a carbuncle in the middle of his neck)
O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman led a team of four in a darts match.
We soon lost this by two games to nil. At the time it was
stated it was only a trial run pending arrival of our experts,
but as aforementioned they did not arrive, so under these
circumstances it is presumed it can be reckoned as a win
for the visitors. Later it was decided to fall back on the
good party game of " HousieHousie." O.R.Q.M.S. ob
liged as t ; Caller Outerer" and it seemed that in most
games practically all pieces had been withdrawn before the
winner came out of the bag.
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To round the evening off a visiting lady gave some
popular songs on the piano—including " Piano "—which
caused much amusement as did one Jim Piggott by his
solo effort (unaccompanied) owing to singing in a key of
his own. Around ten a very enjoyable evening came to an
end in spite of the persistent heavy rain and we saw our
guests on their way duly provisioned for their journey.
We are sorry there was not more sunshine on that day and
extend thanks to exmess members in Fred Farrington, Fred
Grant, Jim Sergison and Jim Piggott for turning out to
strengthen our weak team. The final event of the evening
was of course a marathon crib match of which less said
the better—but ask Alf Pratt and Jim Piggott how they
got on.
Since our last news Sgt. Huntington has joined
from the 1st Bn. and had a spot of leave. It is understood
he is already lined up for a job so he will not be staying
long. In any case we do hope he has a comfortable sojourn
with us. Sgt. Keating has also taken a few days privilege
leave following the exertions of Mess Caterer for the month
of August—he has been relieved by Pedlar Palmer, who
has now managed, together with Sgt. Collingwood, to be
absorbed in the Regimental Depot " Permanent Staff," so
they will be staying put for the time being at least. Lt.
(Q.M.) Hunt (who was noted in our last edition on attaining
his commission) is now on his way to Camp G.H.Q.,
F.A.R.E.L.F. No doubt he will be meeting some of the
1st Bn. out that way. We wish him " Bon voyage."
There has also been an unexpected change in our
permanently attached staff—a new Armourer, S/Sgt.
Setford, R.E.M.E., arrived towards the end of the month,
and Sgt. Brooks was posted to Command Workshops early
in September. We hope Sgt. Brooks (R.E.M.E.) enjoyed his
short stay and as he has only gone to Ashford will be look
ing forward to seeing him now and again when in
Maidstone.
S.I. (P.T.) Franklin (A.P.T.C.) will soon be leaving us
as he has received his posting orders for overseas and will
be proceeding—so it seems around Christmas—" A Happy
Xmas on Board." Deck quoits is a most exciting game—in
fact some think there is nearly as much skill in the game
as there is in cricket and croquet? Of course, after all
somebody must go to " Outposts of the Empire." Cheer up
—only three years and you can come home on Python.
Cheery letters have been received by members from
C.S.M. (BillyBoy) Blundon (in hospital at Braintree) and
C.S.M. Jim Mansfield (at Military Hospital, Shorncliffe).
We are pleased to hear from you and send our sincere
wishes for early recovery from your respective complaints.
For the information of Billy Boy we do have one of the
opposite sex in mess for lunch on most weekdays—cheer
up. Whilst mentioning sickness our R.S.M. has had a
most uncomfortable boil on his neck during the month—
the O.R.Q.M.S. offered to do his stuff by kneeling on his
neck, but eventually he finished up by having to attend
for medical treatment at the M.I. Room. We do hope
by the time this comes off the press he will have recovered.
Of our visitors during the month we were very pleased
to see Jim Bellingham and Charlie Woolley and their
wives. I'm sure they enjoyed their short stay and we were
pleased to see them. Jim had recently returned from a
visit to the Channel Islands and had all the latest news, he
also had the pleasure of seeing for himself the size of the
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runner beans that are growing in the O.R.Q.M.S's. garden
at the back of the Mess. A fine specimen was displayed
for a couple of days over the' mess bar hatchway—it did
not quite reach the actual width, just to give you some
idea of the size. Mentioning the Channel Islands, it is
with regret that we learn of a serious accident which oc
curred there last week when Mrs. Ellis (wife of exBdsm.
Ellis, 2nd Bn.) passed away as the result of a traffic accident.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Mr. Ellis, whom it is
understood was also injured.
Ex P.T. Instructor Rose also paid a short visit—he is
now in civvy street and we were glad to see him. He is
looking well, and has now been a civvy for nearly 12
months.
We are now preparing for the Regimental Day when
we shall again be holding an All Ranks' Dance in Barracks,
on 8th September, to commemorate Sevastopol, 8th Sep
tember, 1855. The London Branch have also selected this
date for their Social and Dance in London. We do hope
the evening was a successful one. Next month the Past
and Present Association will be holding a " Social Evening
and Gathering of All Branches," at the Barracks, on the
20th October. This, it is hoped will again prove to be a
popular function. The music on this occasion is being
provided by The Regimental Band of the Buffs, owing to
our 1st Bn. Band being overseas.
GARDENING NOTES
General—owing to the weather (see opening paragraph
to our contribution for this month) very little has been
done on the land.
As stated in our last edition O.R.Q.M.S. did in fact
carry out the threat that he would enter some of his pro
duce in a vegetable show. Owing to pressure of work he
had to appeal to the R.S.M. to convey his exhibits. This
aroused some unseemly comments from the C/Sgt., who
very kindly advised the R.S.M. that the threetonner was
out on a job and he could not, therefore, get the runner
beans to the show. After further consultation it was agreed
that it might be possible for the R.S.M. to get them to the
show by tying them across the top of his bicycle—this he
did with difficulty and with great care, together with the
other exhibits—fine carrots and (not so fine) beetroot—he
lodged the exhibits at the showroom at the proper time.
Later in the evening, as guests, the R.S.M. and Hookey (the
Regimental Coachman) were invited to the show to see the
exhibits. Although the O.R.Q.M.S. did not gain a prize
his beans (not all straight) and carrots received very favour
able comment. After judging, exhibitors were allowed to
remove their vegetables and the O.R.Q.M.S. kindly handed
his carrots and runner beans to the R.S.M. and the party
adjourned to the Mess. On arrival the R.S.M. produced
about four runner beans he had secreted in the Regimental
Coach and boasted that they were his own produce. This
was not doubted, but after comparison with the show ex
hibits some argument arose that the O.R.Q.M.S's. beans
were " tough." This was soon settled by our lady guests
who kindly tested and agreed they were choice and were
amazed to find they were so tender. The R.S.M's. decep
tion was revealed a week later when the usual subject was
under discussion in the Mess—it appears that he did not
grow the beans at all. They had been obtained by the
Regimental Coachman from a neighbour's garden in his
street. When taxed the R.S.M. made an admission of the
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facts, which proves our comment of last month when it
was stated he " talks like an angler," about his beans,
tomatoes, but not weeds.
During the last weekend of August serious sabotage
took place in rear of the Mess—somebody, presumably
boys after the choice fruit—had decided to wrench a fine
marrow from its moorings. The O.R.Q.M.S., very sorrow
fully had to hand a fine specimen over to the cook, and
the following day—amid some uncalled for remarks from
nongardening mess members—we all enjoyed our first
marrow of .the season. A close watch is now being kept on
the patch. Beans continue to flourish and fine cabbages are
still being cut and handed into the mess kitchen. Fresh
cabbage plants are coming along and will soon be planted
out—these will be ready for the table at Xmas.
R.S.M's. report—rather weak—he can only mention
that his tomatoes now look like melons. But he will be
messing in shortly so perhaps he will in fact produce some
evidence by handing in some veg. to the mess kitchen. He
did mention something about an extension ladder for
picking his beans—but we don't take much notice—what we
want is to see some" of this fine produce!
C/Sgt. Ringe has not yet set the jungle ablaze—this
has been due to the very wet weather—no doubt it will
catch alight itself if we get a spell of fine weather—this
will save him quite a lot of really hard work. Apart from
one or two tomatoes his patch is derelict—the hibernation
season will soon be upon him.
AFTERTHOUGHT
At our last Mess meeting it was agreed to run a
monthly shoot for the wooden spoon that graces the wall
of our billiards room—to date nobody has won it—I sup
pose they have forgotten all about the competition?
" McCartney."
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All Orders promptly executed.

Y o u may t h i n k it is u n b e l i e v a b l e that
t h e r e a r e still m a n y cases of great h a r d s h i p
a m o n g e x  s o l d i e r s a n d their d e p e n d a n t s that
c a n n o t b e h e l p e d b y official s c h e m e s of
relief, b u t it is a t r u e fact.
T h e A r m y Benevolent F u n d is t h e
parent b o d y of all regimental charities a n d
provides financial aid to t h o s e charities
w h i c h g i v e personal a t t e n t i o n to i n d i v i d u a l
cases i n n e e d a n d cases of real h a r d s h i p
w h e r e it is impossible to raise life a b o v e a
hare restricted existence.
Y o u r h e l p is badly n e e d e d because
t h e calls o n t h i s F u n d a r e increasing
considerably.
Please g i v e all y o u c a n afford as a t o k e n
of gratitude t o t h e m e n w h o g a v e s o m u c h
for you.
SUPPCIitT

HAYNES
BROTHERS
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11th (LEWISI1AM) BATTALION

OWN
PASTePRESENT

ASSOCIATION

EX " B" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION

T

HIS time of the year is always regarded by us as the
"close" season i'or Reunions and Monthly Meetings,
yet always, on the first Saturday in August (invariably
Bank Holiday Saturday) we manage to turn out a little
more than the average in terms of numbers.
August 4th this year was no exception and a goodly
crowd of us assembled at the Drill Hall for our monthly
" gettogether."
In the absence at Clacton of our resident reporter,
Harry Lake took on the (for him) unusual job of chief
clerk i/c the Rolls, and he was very busy throughout the
evening taking notes and filing odd items in the pigeon
holes of his mind.
Sid Smith was first there, and spent haifanhour or so
waiting for the bar to open, and it wasn't till our Harry
Maskell arrived that Sid's thirst was satisfied, and this only
after a struggle with the barrel, which refused to be tapped
despite the advice (?) offered.
Among our visitors this evening we were pleased to
greet two of our honoraries, Mr. Wilks and Dave Baker,
the latter looking very smart in his uniform! We were also
blessed with a guest, namely, Bob Fielder, one of the main
stays of the Catford Branch of the Association.
For the rest, these consisted very much of our regulars,
and the usual excellent evening was rounded up by the usual
music (?).
The time for our Annual Reunion Dinner and Dance
is fast approaching, and it would be as well to remind folks
that should they wish to join us at the "Green Man,"
Catford, on Saturday, the 24th November, they have but
to drop a line now to Len Clarke. 62, Summerfield Street,
Lee, S.E. 12, and all will be well.
A word of warning, however, the accommodation is
strictly limited to 120 and if application is delayed very long
then it may well be that " you've had it."
Although preference is given to members of " B"
Company for this affair, we always reserve a number of
seal for people outside the Company, and we particularly
invite any member of the 5th Battalion to join us—or,
indeed, any member of the Regiment who feels he deserves
a thoroughly good evening.
Unlike some such functions, we provide the minimum
of " old bull " and the maximum of fun—you have been
warned!
" Nightingale."

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
20tli October—Social
Maidstone

Gathering: of

branches,

C

ONGRATULATIONS on the award of
the
Meritorious Service Medal to exC.S.M. W. Tranter,
who was one of the regular N.C.O.s of the Regi
ment who was responsible for the early training of our Bn.
In fact, it can be said that he was the original N.C.O., for
he, together with Maj. Searle and a T.A. soldier, formed
the nucleus of the Bn. in April 1915, when recruiting com
menced at the Old Fire Station at Catford.
It is hoped that the Colonel of the Regiment, Maj.Gen.
W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., will be able to officially present
the medal at our Annual Dinner on the 10th November
next, in London.
Soon after joining the 11th Bn., S.M. Tranter was
awarded the Good Conduct Medal and this was presented
to him on the Private Banks Ground at Catford, in May,
1916. Thirtyfive years after one looks forward to another
parade of the Bn., when another medal will be pinned on
his breast.
L.W.D.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH
The news of the sudden death of our dear old comrade
and friend, Tim Haley, came a great shock to all who knew
him in this Branch, and the Lewisham Battalion, and in
him we mourn the loss of a gallant and wellloved soldier,
who had served his beloved Regiment and country long
and with great distinction. The monthly meeting of the
Branch took place on the 8th of August, and as expected,
the attendance was much smaller than usual, the chief
absentees, due to holidays, were Sid Terry, the chairman,
and Len Clarke, and " Nap," vicechairman, who was indis
posed. But a surprise visit in force by members of the
London Branch caused much pleasure, and added much
interest. Major Bruce, Mr. W. A. Cole, hon. sec., Messrs.
Len Remfrey, Scott, and Mr. and Mrs. Keeler and Miss
Keeler made up the visitors' party, which received a warm
and sincere welcome.
Harry Lake proposed a vote of thanks in their honour.
The main item on the Agenda was a recommendation
by the Committee that the Branch change its Headquarters
because it was realised that many members were prevented
from attending the meetings because they were fixed on
Wednesdays.
After much discussion in Committee and a search by
the Hon. Secretary to find suitable quarters, it was proposed
to change H.Q. to the " Prince of Wales," Perry Rise, Forest
Hill, London, S.E.23.
Branch Meetings—2nd Friday in each month, 7.45 p.m.
A vote was taken which resulted in I I votes for and
one against. The Chairman's and Len Clarke's votes were
recorded in writing, and so the motion was passed.
Mr. George Carter voted against, as he did not agree
with the change, but I trust that he will realise that it was
made solely in the interests of the Branch and its members.
Copies of the Rules and Constitution of the P. and P.
Association have been received and passed on to a Rules
Committee, which was elected during the evening, and who
will be responsible for drawing up the Rules of the Branch,
which have been held up pending the arrival of the Rules
of the Parent Association.
Correspondence was read regarding the proposed
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Branch Shoot from the Association and the Drill Hall,
Pcnge. Further developments are awaited. A coach
cuting to Godden Green, with a good tea, has been pro
posed for a Saturday or Sunday afternoon, at the end of
September or beginning of October.
The Standard Fund is making good progress, due to
generous donors, to whom the Branch is grateful.
Nothing yet has been settled about the purchase of a
Standard. Further enquiries have to be completed.
We hope to make up a good party to attend the
London Branch Social on the 8th September, which we all
hope will be most successful. When formal proceedings
were over, " Genial Joe " Saunders started up a singsong,
which was broken up in order to challenge the London
Branch to a game of darts, which Catford won after a
good battle.
This exchange of visits can do nothing but good, and
we hope that the idea will spread.
We shall do our part, and we hope to make up a small
party to attend London Branch next meeting, for a start.
It is hoped that a few members of the Branch together
with those of the 11th (Lewisham) Association, will attend
the Annual Service of Remembrance, at the Garden of
Remembrance, Allerford Road, Bellingham, S.E.6, on
Sunday, 2nd September. No doubt George Cockell and
Alderman W. W. Toomer, M.M., will be present with their
Standards, and incidentally I was very pleased to read the
former's letter in the Buster.
Well, that is all for now, and with all good wishes to
all members and Branches of the Association. Good luck.
" Ravensbourne."

CHATHAM BRANCH

T

HE Branch Outing to Eastbourne on Sunday, August
12th, proved a big success. The party, numbering
54, left the Drill Hall at 9 a.m. in good weather,
travelling via Maidstone, Tunbridge Wells (where a stop
was made for a cup of coffee or glass of Chalybeate
according to taste), Crowborough and Uckfield, arriving at
Eastbourne just before midday. The weather behaved
well until about 4 p.m., when we had showery weather for
threequartersofanhour. Leaving Eastbourne at 6.30 p.m.,
the homeward journey was made via Battle, where a stop
was arranged and the Medway Towns reached about
9.30 p.m., all having enjoyed the day out.
The Monthly Meeting was heid on August 13th at
the Drill Hall; 18 were present, including Maj. R. W.
Brothers, Maj. H. W. Smith, Joe Wright, G. Lyons, Alf
Tapp. M.C., The Chairman. Mr. C. J. Williams, opened
the meeting at 8 p.m. Apologies for absence were read
from Messrs. Hill. Salisbury, Stonham and Samson.
Minutes of July 2nd were read and confirmed. The
Treasurer's statement was unanimously approved.
Members stood in silent tribute to the passing of Tim
Hayley, Senr., and Bill Bailey. J. Wright reported on the
Oid Contemptibles' Annual Parade at Chatham, at which
the Branch was represented. Correspondence read from
H.Q., enclosing copies of Rules; from Gillingham British
Legion; and Frank Sutton, who suggests some socks should
be hoisted (perhaps they have stronger ones in Canada).
The Outing was discussed and voted a success and a vote
of thanks accorded Joe Wright and Geo. Anchors for the
work put in,

For the "Gettogether" night at Maidstone, on
October 20th, it was decided to get a coach. This was
immediately filled, so others who want to join the party
should get in touch with the Secretary at 43, Blaker
Avenue, Rochester, at once. The booby prize was won by
the Chairman, C. J. Williams.
Maj. R. W. Brothers. Life President of the Branch,
expressed the pleasure he derived from the monthly
meetings. He was very pleased to know of the success of
the Reunion and also of the Branch Outing. He would
welcome suggestions for increasing membership and
attendance at meetings.
The winners of the Quiz in July were: What is in the
parcel ? (rhubarb)—E. J. Munchin; weight ? (5j lbs.)—E.
Goudie; circumference of stick ? (6| inches)—C. J.
Williams; length ? (32 inches)—Mr. Swain.
Meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.
Next meeting,
September 3rd.
He
*
*
The monthly meeting held at the Drill Hall, Chatham,
on Monday, 3rd September, was attending by 14 members;
no doubt the inclement weather kept some away. Apologies
for absence were received from J. Smith, G. Lyons, C. Hill,
Daniels, Davidson and Samson.
The Chairman, C. J. Williams, opened the meeting at
8.5 p.m. Minutes of 13th August were read and confirmed.
Accounts to date were read and accepted.
Correspondence included a message from Maj. Brothers
and letters from Frank Sutton and Davidson and Samson.
The booby prize was won by the Chairman, C. J.
Williams, who auctioned same for the benefit of the Branch.
The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.
Next meeting,
October 1st.
Members attending the Reunion Social at The
Barracks on October 20th are reminded that the 'bus
leaves the Drill Hall at 7 p.m. prompt.
Joe Wright informs me he has just returned from a
holiday at Swanage, Dorset, where he contacted " Dukey "
Smale, of the 5th Bn., who runs the Peveril Point Private
Hotel and feels sure that anyone connected with the Regi
ment will be made very welcome by " Dukey."
G. Anchors,
Branch Correspondent.

LONDON BRANCH
T is a long time since I gave up the company corres
pondence for A Coy. of the 1st Bn., but I take great
! pleasure in having been offered the job of correspondent
for our Branch of the P. and P. and hope that I am able
to do full justice to the activities of that evergrowing
band.
I must commence on a sad note, as I hear from my
friend, Len Remfrev, that two wellknown members of
" The Queen's Own " have passed away.
We offer our deepest sympathy to the widow and
family of Mr. Tim Hayley, a very well loved and respected
member of our Regiment. Most of us who joined the
Regiment in the months following the first world war
knew R.S.M. Hayley, and some of us immediately prior to
World War II again came under his surveillance, this time
as C.Q.M.S.s to his Barrack Wardenship. He helped the
1st Bn. in many ways, as Len Remfrey's letter of only a
few months ago related.
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Wc do not know of any personal relatives of Sgt.
Bill Bailey, but if perchance he has next of kin who will
read these columns, we offer our deepest sympathy. Many
young sergeants will have thought of the jovial redfaced
steward at the Depot, in the early days of the war, as a
barking oldtimer, but Bill's heart was in the right place,
and no member of the Mess with children ever left without
a bar chocolate for the " kids." He came to the Regi
ment from the Royal Fusiliers and this led to much leg
pulling at Bill's expense, especially from his great pal of
the early war days, " Tup " Lamb.
Our Annual General Meeting was a fairly full house
and our President,' Brig. A. Riddell, was present, as was
Col. B. L. Clay. We are privileged and proud to see our
officers sitting among us, and never a meeting passes unless
two or more turn up. At our last meeting Brig. G. Ingham.
Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell and Maj. A. S. Bredon were present
and we are assured of other officers in addition attending
at a later date.
New members are enrolling month by month, our
latest " captures " including Sir Derek Watson, Maj. Sir
H. B. Cohen, Capt. B. C. Chandler, now at the War Office
(once the lone subaltern in the Grenadiers, with Lt.Col.
P. H. Macklin, with me the C.S.M.), the Dumbrells—
Charles and Harry, Ted Tickner—the old transport wallah,
Alf Beachamp—our 1st Bn. goalie of the days of 1927,
Sgt. " Ginger" Bailey—exband boy, now with the
" Middies," but his heart's still with " The Queen's Own,"
and Messrs. Harpham, Clarke, Garwood, Everett. Pye,
Sinclair, Chalfont, Waghorn, Maddows, Chadwick and
Palmer.
Welcome to you all, and we hope the Branch continues
to swell in number.
Whilst on this subject of new members, I must place
on record how great a part Len Remfrey has played in
bringing us all to the fold. A word here and there, a
message passed on to Bill Cole and another one has been
roped in. Len has gone to great lengths to get old friends
to come along and his bush telegraph is little short of
wonderful.
Nothing is too much trouble for him in the service of
helping the Branch prosper. He has always been ready to
represent the Branch at any time and in any place. He
and Bill Cole deserve a really hearty vote of thanks for
their grand efforts on our behalf. It is our hope they both
carry on with the good work, especially in respect of the
Festival Dance we are having in September, into which
they have already put a lot of spade work.
If our present rate of numbers continues, especially
with the number of sportsmen that appear to be arriving,
we will be turning out teams of any sort to play other
Branches, at any game. This augurs well for next year,
when we hope to be able to have a day at Maidstone
playing cricket v. the Depot XI. Will the Sports Officer,
The Depot, kindly note. We are hoping to borrow one
or two of the Catford Branch for this match.
A move in the right direction at our last meeting was
the proposal to cut short the length of the meeting by
adhering to a rigid agenda to enable the members to have
a longer yarn together, or spend an extra hour on the
darts board, etc. That is what most of us require. This
one evening is seldom long enough for most of us, we

aren't happy unless we are relating what happened to C
Coy. when H.Q. beat them in the cricket shield in 1935,
or whether the Grenadiers were really the best boxing team
in 1930. We also like to hear Mr. Lewis telling Mr.
Edwards how it was in his day; so it's a near certainty that
meeting proper will be shorter and yarns taller in the near
future.
Reelected for a further year as Chairman was Mr.
Elson, who has reigned over a good many years and put
in much yeoman service for the Branch. Rumour had it,
that he was hoping to give up his duties this year, be
nobody was brave enough to come forward for this
onerous task, and we were happy to vote him back into
the chair for a further year and hope that he, Mrs. Elson
and daughter continue to grace our meetings for long years
to come.
The new committee has been voted in, with Messrs.
Thomas and Char. Dumbrell included, and for the first
time a lady coopted, in the person of Mrs. Elson. Len
Remfrey has handed over " Q.O.G." to me, and in addition,
the lot of Treasurer has also fallen to me.
Such
responsibility !
We were all sorry to see Len decide to take a back
seat, but we who know him, are sure he will continue to
be the man behind the scenes with his good work. Mr.
Scott decided to hand over the duties of Standard Bearer,
but Mr. Wilks, our ViceChairman, was glad to step in
the breach. We feel that " Scotty " resigned in a fit of
pique and hope that he will continue to " stand in," as he
did for Mr. Wilks on a recent occasion, on many more of
the parades in which our Standard is to be carried, despite
his resignation as official Standard Bearer.
Look out, Sidney, we are out to beat you at darts and
other indoor games, so Catford, here we come ! I hope
to report shortly on the match, but up to the present no
actual date has been set, I will leave this over until next
month.
Here's wishing the 1st Bn. good luck, the Suffolks have
been blowing their bugle re the number of bandits killed,
let's hear from you—and to all Branches of the P. and P.,
happy meetings with more 'members. To our serving
comrades at the Depot, the best of luck not only in your
work, but for the oncoming soccer season.
This contribution cannot end without a congratu
latory to Bert Blake at Tonbridge, and to his wife Hazel.
Come up and see the Branch one evening, Bert. We extend
this invitation to all. Every last Friday in each month, if
you care to visit the Cranbourne Hotel, Leicester Square
(almost immediately behind the Tube Station; anybody,
especially a policeman, will tell you); we are present from
7.30 p.m. until 11 p.m. and you are bound to meet some
one you know. Try it out.
We have noted that Lt.Col. L. F. W. Jackson is
C.O. at Tonbridge, too. Perhaps Alf Waterman can
remember a trip in his car at Bangalore once. I can:
always admired the Colonel's driving since. T wonder if
the Colonel remembers !
We are hoping to get around to visit as many places
as possible during the winter months to arrange fixtures
for games, indoor if possible, and it is the wish of the
Branch that we meet and play anywhere, all the time funds
permit. More next month.
" The Spider."
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MAIDSTONE BRANCH

T

HE Maidstone Branch monthly meeting was held on
17th August, 1951, with 29 members being present,
apologies being received on behalf of five members
who were unable to attend. We were pleased to welcome
yet another new member in Mr. R. G. Lovell, who has
recently been released and lives in Maidstone, and also to
see Charlie Hendrick, who has not been attending for
some time owing to his employment. He now has a new
job and hopes to attend regularly.
We were pleased to know that the Branch benefited
by £26/6/8 as a result of the sweepstake on the Festival of
Britain Stakes, run on 21st July, 1951. This addition to
our funds gives them quite a healthy aspect.
In the local Tennis Tournament we have been severely
handicapped by the very wet season, but have managed
to win ? matches to date. It is doubtful if it will be possible
to complete the tournament as the nights are getting shorter
and the weather does not seem to improve. Wc have high
hopes, however, of winning the tournament this year,
having beaten the holders, who could only make a draw of
their previous match.
In the near future it is hoped that visitors to the Maid
stone ExServices' Club will see on display there a small
oak shield that is being presented by the Branch to the
Club. This is in accordance with the wishes of the Joint
Council of ExService Associations that each ExService
Branch presents a shield to be hung in the Club. Mr.
Wainscott, one of our staunch Branch members has
promised to carve the shield for the Branch and from
other similar carvings he has done, we are all sure it will
be an excellent job of work.
The time is now drawing near for the Annual Remem
brance Service and the Maidstone Branch of the British
Legion are organizing a Festival again this year. We have
been invited to have a delegate on the committee making
arrangements for this Festival. Further details will be
notified to all Branch members in due course. By the time
this edition comes off the press the Branch will have
attended the Maidstone Branch Royal Air Forces' Associa
tion Battle of Britain Service, which is being held at All
Saints' Church on 16th September. It has been agreed
that our Standard and escorts attend, together with a repre
sentative contingent.
Cricket.—We have now got to the stage where the
Branch can make selection of those players required to play
at Branch meetings, rather than do so among those who
happen to turn up at the match. This, we think, is a better
arrangement as members know in advance if they are in
fact required to play. Our next match is on the 9th
September versus The Regimental Depot, and we feel
very confident we shall win. If so, we will have gone
through the season without losing a match. Of course,
the Regimental Depot have arranged for the Regimental
Anniversary Dance to take place on the previous evening,
hoping perhaps that one or two of our team will not be on
top of their form the next day—but that is to be seen.
The Depot will be turning out their strongest side to
avenge their previous defeat.
It was agreed at our meeting that representatives of
the Branch, with the Branch Standard, should attend the
London Branch Social and Dance at the Bridge House
Hotel in London on 8th September, 1951. We all hope

Photo
Geo. Anchors
The winner of Standard Bearers' Competition, Mr.
Spice, 10 Bn.
that the function was a success and that there was a goodly
mustering of exmembers of " The Queen's Own." We all
know that these affairs mean plenty of work for those
behind the scenes and nothing pleases those helpers more
than to know their efforts have not been in vain and that
many exmembers and their ladies have an opportunity
to meet each other amid pleasant surroundings.
At our next meeting serious consideration must be
given to the forthcoming Indoor Games and Small Bore
Competition. We have some good talent this year and
hope to give the other local ExService Associations some
thing to think about. There is a possibility of arranging
a match with another Branch of our Association, but that
must come up at our next monthly meeting.
Any
challengers ?
Our scribe has been informed he made a very serious
" blob " in our notes for August in stating that the winner
of the Festival race was Mr. R. C. Ames, who drew
" Corsair IV." Of course, this was not correct, the winner
happened to be a Mr. Wood (" Timber"), of 28, King
Street, Maidstone, who drew " Supreme Court." The
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scribe received a mild " rep." and it was excusable since
he does not know the first thing about horse racing.
It is noted that Regimental Depot Sgts'. Mess intend
to hold their usual Christmas Draw and the board is now
up in the Mess for those members who wish to participate.
Tickets are sixpence each.
Apart from Indoor Games and Shooting, the dates of
which have not yet been fixed, the following dates are
notified: —
19th October.—Branch Monthly Meeting, 7.45 p.m.
at Sgts'. Mess.
20th October.—Social evening and gathering of all
Branches, Past and Present Association, at the
Barracks, Maidstone, from 7 p.m. until 11.30 p.m.
Ladies are cordially invited and a good evening's
entertainment is assured for all. Branches are
invited to bring their Standards along for display
during the evening.
11th November.—Remembrance Day Service at ALL
SAINTS' CHURCH. Further details will be
notified later.
20th November.—Branch Monthly Meeting, 7.45 p.m.
at Sgts'. Mess.

SHORNCLIFFE BRANCH

O

WING to my being at Camp with the T.A. at the
time of our June meeting, I was unable to get any
correspondence out for that month, but will
endeavour to make up for it this time. At our May and
June meetings our membership with the local Joint Ex
Service Association was under discussion as to whether we
should remain in or withdraw. Through this we seem to
have stirred things up a bit and at the last meeting of the
Joint Association, they decided to try to get some social
events going. At our last Branch meeting it was voted that
we carry on our membership with the Joint Association.
Our July meeting was a real bumper meeting, with 18
members present, letters from two others, and three more
turned up in the bar at the close of the meeting. Before
the meeting opened all members stood in silence to the
memory of our Old Comrade, Mr. Hayley. The Minutes
and Cash Account were read and passed; correspondence
was read and passed: letters from old comrades enquiring
after their old friends have been answered by the Secretary
or the persons concerned. We were pleased to welcome
back Mr. J. Waters and Mr. P. Cook, who have been unable
to attend for some time, also a new member to the Branch,
Mr. Smith, who is an Old Contemptible, from Dover.
Before the meeting closed, Col. Chitty gave us a very
interesting talk on the happenings in Korea. Col. Chitty's
son is serving with the Sappers out there, and we were given
some really firsthand news (not newspaper stuff, but the
things that older soldiers like to know about).
At the Old Contemptibles' Rally Parade at Folkestone,
the Branch was represented by Messrs. Elvy, E. Adams, G.
Ackland, W. Reynolds, H. Wanstall and J. Pope. Col.
A. A. E. Merlott Chitty, D.S.O., commanded " A " Column
and Mr. R. Rouse paraded with the South African Veterans.
The funeral of the late Mr. Hayley was held at the
Garrison Cemetery on Saturday, 28th July. A wreath was
sent and Col. Lovell, Mr. Rouse and Mr. Waters attended
on behalf of the Branch.
" Tanky."
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Prospective Candidate for " Have a Go." — Colonel
returns from the races to his small holding to find the place
in an uproar. Little pigs in with big pigs; big pigs in with
little pigs; ducks in the pig pen; pigs in the duck house.
Colonel, having had a good day at the races (?), is livid:
" Get out you dirty pigs ! Get up you filthy swine ! "—
Courting couple rise from other side of fence and walk
away.

THE OLD FAMILIAR FACES

O

NCE again the spirit of the Grenadiers haunts me,
and I am compelled to contribute to " The Q.O.G."
it's only a coincidence perhaps that this year's
Reunion took place at the same time as the N.R.A. Meeting
at Bisley. This must conjure up memories of the famous
days of 1926, when the 2nd Bn. did butt and firing point
duties at the Meeting, armed with copies of the famous
"Bisley Bible" and a "Grant umbrella." Incidentally, we fired
our Annual Course on the Siberia Range. The only resem
blance to Siberia perhaps was the fact that when the writer
and Trooper Edwards were firing, red flags in the butts
predominated. Few perhaps remember Trooper, a transfer
from the Cavalry. He was very romantic. He could never
turn properly and follow the others. His excuse was that
he was taught all his foot drill on a horse's back and con
sequently the horse did the turning.
However, once again the weather was kind to us and
the 13th Reunion was held under ideal conditions. The
usual march to the church was punctuated by humorous
incidents, as quite a number of the more thirsty type of
Old Comrades prefer to line the route rather than
perform it.
Two of the very old stalwarts, Mr. Audsley and
Williams were present to remind us of long, long ago. Mr.
Williams' duty was twofold, one a member of the Regiment
and secondly as a very old resident of my home town
Gillingham. He represented a football team which hopes
one day to aspire to 1st Division status ? ? ?
"Shepherd of the Hills," looking a little stouter
perhaps was proud of the fact that the terrors of Chobham
ridges had ceased long ago. " Scribehook " and family had
come up from Sheerness. Bill said he was coming up by
battleship, but this idea fell through when it was discovered
the ship's funnels were too high to allow the ship to pass
under Rochester Bridge. Trust a Grenadier to create a

EYES RIGHT SStE'I
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Sports Wear, or in fafct anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd.
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Telephone : Maidstone 3020
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sensation if possible. " One Wave," still the same old Len,
spent best part of the day getting a bearer for his Branch's
Standard, and then to add to the trobule, forgot to give the
bearer the medals. " Tino " Lynn turned up from Brighton,
but he didn't tell us how he occupies leisure.
The
" Uncrowned King of Castle Cornet" turned up, as usual,
after lunch and no doubt told many how he kept the
Normans at bay at Telegraph Tower by " burning paper."
The Depot horticulturist, " Dickie " Bird, once a Grenadier,
wished he had been a footballer and cricketer so that as
well as preparing the pitches, he could prepare the players.
The evergreen, " Wick," was present, as usual, and as
a famous " Colourmusk bloke," swelled the ranks of the
famous Grenadiers, who turn up on these occasions with
amazing regularity. One wonders if on these occasions of
a Reunion famous Grenadiers should form a separate
party. Obviously the answer would be that it's unfair for
" Ivanhoe's"
men
to
have preferential
treatment.
" McCartney," as usual, seemed to be busy catering for the
needy. He tells me he is finishing shortly. The Regiment
will be the poorer for his loss, but like all great Grenadiers,
his memory will live on. A Grenadier of lesser calibre,
Bert Brackford, was present and seemed his same old self.
Whilst serving with the Grenadiers somebody persuaded
him to join the elite—the Band. He left the Coy. and
became a French horn player. He became so enthusiastic
that he used to sleep with the instrument round his neck;
eventually went on a Vocational Training Course for a
builder, but the bricks were too rough so he became a post
man. Old George Elliott—the man who should have been
Prime Minister of Pakistan—apparently still goes to work
in spite of his fabulous age.
Of course, there were many celebrities present from
other Coys., but I must not trespass.
There did not seem quite so many on parade this year,
but the faithful few were there to display their undying
enthusiasm. It's a pity that many more do not patronise
this Regimental Mecca and put in an appearance. To see
perhaps one old face one has not seen perhaps for ten or
twelve years, surely it's worth it.
After all, " The Queen's Own " was second to none and
no Regiment could boast of a finer set of officers, W.O.s,
N.C.O.s and Men, the human element was never forgotten
in the administration of discipline.
Turn up next year and bring a crowd.
" Ivanhoe."
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MEMORY NOTE FROM ONE OF THE
"OLD ELEVENTH" ,
SEPTEMBER, 1951

T

HE sudden death of Tim Haley so soon after his
retirement from active work naturally sends us back
to Flers in September, 1916... .perhaps Tim's " finest
hour," when, as C.S.M. of B Company and with all officers
casualties early in the attack, he took the remnants of his
Company right through to " Box & Cox," the strong points
beyond the village . . . and later, with C.S.M. Frank Judge,
of D Company, whose exploit had been much on the same
plane, put up the M.C. ribbon; and one didn't see many
W.O.s wearing that in those days, anyway.

The Battalion was well and truly blooded that day—
the first time the new weapon called the " tank " went into
action. No doubt that their presence contributed greatly
to what proved to be the greatest penetration to date of the
Boche line on the Somme, but how far from perfect that
day showed them to be!
Wc are, these days, with the passage of lime and the
glory of Colonel Corfe still strong in our minds, apt to
forget another into whose place he so capably stepped;
and who, had he lived, would, in his less robust way, have
added perhaps as much lustre to the Regiment's record
as did Colonel Corl'c. I should like to feel that some token
of admiration and esteem from the Battalion could be
laid from time to time on Colonel Townshend's grave at
Heuilly.
Others we lost that day could also ill be spared: Jones,
Barrs, "Sunny" Mansfield, George Smith, Captain Culley,
Sergeants Cannings, Springbett, Pooley, Day and others I
cannot call to mind at the moment. It is as well to try
and think back and be grateful to have known them.
Fortunately, we still have '"Jimmy" (Major A. J.
Jimenez, M.C., our President) and " Cherub " Hall, Bergl,
Judge, Aldridge, Butcher, Roberts and others who showed
up so well at Flers, actively with us, but we often wonder
what has happened to " Babe" Henderson and Cooksey,
whose names were prominent in the account of the "show."
To most of us, whose acquaintance with the village was,
in the next month or so, to say the least of it, very close, it
seemed that its name was wrongly spelt—it should have
been "Hell "; but I prefer to remember it as it was on that
day in 1932, when the 41st Division Memorial was unveiled
by " Swanky Sid " (LieutenantGeneral Sir Sidney Lawford
—who, by the way, was S3 last week). I blush to say it, but
the two things which stand out most clearly in my memory
were the marvellous bowler hat of M. Henriques, the Maire,
and the Band of the local Fire Brigade—Les Pompiers de
Flers — who supplied movement and music at a tempo
sufficient to satisfy the most ardent " jitterbug."
Incidentally, it is of interest that the Memorial sus
tained but little damage in this latest War, and that by now
the repairs should be just about completed, to the cost of
which our Association has contributed.
The lawn surround is regularly cared for by the
Imperial War Graves Commission and each year, on
Remembrance Sunday, the British Legion lay a wreath
in memory of our comrades who did not return. The
village of Flers should be proud of its Memorial.

"R.O.R."
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A happy party such as this can be expected at a reunion of old Army comrades.

These former members of the

Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, several of them back in the island for the first time in 20 years, got
together at the White Hart Hotel recently.

REUNION

AT HOTEL

OLD WEST KENTS GET TOGETHER

V

JS1TING the island for the first time for over 20
years, several former members of the Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment met old comrades
on Monday at a reunion held at the White Hart Hotel.
The meeting was arranged at short notice to enable
the visiting exservicemen to renew old acquaintances with
members of the Guernsey Branch of the Regiment's Old
Comrades' Association, and to discuss a plan by which
members on different sides of the Channel might help each
other.
The idea that the visitors had in mind was that the
33 members of the Guernsey Branch, formed some four
months ago, might be able to assist the many former
members of the Regiment who wish to visit the island in
finding accommodation, and in making the most of their
stay.
In the same way, those living in the United Kingdom
could give similar assistance to the local members.
The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment was
stationed at Fort George from 1927 to 1930. Among the
former members of the Regiment now on holiday here are
exC.S.M. Elsdon, on his first visit since 1929, and Mr. J.
Bellingham.

Mr. Bellingham was with the Regiment at the time of
its last King's Birthday parade, when he was C.O.'s groom
and groom to the present Lord Sackville. He may be
remembered as a member of the Bn. hockey team and the
rifle team which shot against the Island team. C.S.M.
Elsdon, was Bn. goalkeeper during his service here.
Mr. Bellingham, who is very impressed by the welcome
he has received on his return to the island, feels that if and
when a scheme is developed on the lines suggested, many
of those exmembers of the Regiment who served in
Guernsey will be anxious to make use of it and return here
for a holiday.


Judge: "Where is your husband ? "
Defendant: " I ain't got no husband. He has been
dead on to 10 years."
Judge: " Are these all your children ? "
Defendant: " Yes, suh. They're mine."
Judge: "But I thought you said your husband was
dead."
Defendant: " Yes, suh; he's dead, but I ain't,"
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ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
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MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN:
COLONEL W. V. PALMER
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER:
LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES:
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Chatham

Mr. C. J. Williams
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D i s t r i c t Mr. A. H. Fifield

Gravesend

Mr. A. Wood
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Mr. H. A. Elson

Maidstone

Mi. H. Carman

Sevenoaks
Shorncliffe

LtCol. I. R. Lovell,

Major N. S. C.
Tonbridge &
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Tunbridge Wells
Lt.Col. G. K.
6th Battalion
Defrates, D.S.O.. M.C.
Mr. E. Goodman
7th Battalion
8th

Battalion

10th Battalion
11th Battalion
20th

(London)

Capt. A. V. D .
Morley, M.C.
Mr. J. Mingay

DETAIL OF MEETINGS

Last Saturday each month at Drill Hall,
Mr. S. G. Lewis.
East Street, Bromley.
89. College Road. Bromley.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
Mr. J. E. Wright,
Hall, Boundary Road, Chatham.
"Royson" 43. Blaker Avenue, Rochester.
Second Wednesday each month, 7.45 p.m., at
Mr. S. Knight,
Ravensbourne Hotel, Nr. Catford Bridge,
215, Ridge Road, Sutton, Surrey.
London, S.E.6.
At " Brown Bear," High Street, Deptford,
Mr. J. W. Reed,
S.E.8. Last Saturday, each month.
55, Berth on Street, Deptford, S.E.8.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
61, Kings Drive, Gravesend.
Last Friday each month, at " The Cran
Mr. W. A. Cole.
bourn." 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
23, Hertford Street, London, W.l.
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Third
Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman.
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Mr. C. Culver,
20, Lime Tree Walk, Sevenoaks
Fourth Friday of each month, 7.30 p.m.,
Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
" FleurdeLys," High Street, Sandgate.
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
Drill Hall, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge
Mr. J. Carter,
Deakln Lees, Tonbridge.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
Mr. C. Sayers,
Bromley.
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Alternately London and Gravesend annually.
Mr. E. Hills,
1st
Saturday in April.
63, Princes Road, Gravesend.
Mr. A. E. Scrase.
23, Morton Gardens. Wallington, Surrey
Mr. Stanford,
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
6, Bramley Way, West Wickham.
Meeting first
Tuesday each month, Holly
Mr. F. W Sales.
Hedge House, Blackheath.
16. Kidbrooke Grove. Blackheath. S.E.3

Additional Member:
Mr. M. R. Audsley, M.S.M, 5 4 , Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are:
Life Membership: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 1 0 /  ; or a n Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/, Other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and

Present Association Badges are available a t a cost of 2/ to Life Members.

All communications should be addressed t o t h e Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, T h e Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

PREFACE TO HISTORY
The Rootes Group Organisation today encircles the world.

Its

products are famous in 119 countries and its plants occupy 5
million square feet in Britain alone. This vast worldwide organ
isation came into being only 53 years ago in Hawkhurst.
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mainspring of this swift progress has been a standard of quality
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and service never surpassed —a standard held in high ideal in
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every branch of the Rootes Organisation thruughout the world,
and not least at ROOTES MAIDSTONE, the modern successor
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to the original premises.
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ALBERT E. REED & CO., LTD.
and ASSOCIATED COMPANIES
have been largely responsible for establishing Paper Making
a n d P a p e r C o n v e r t i n g a s o n e of t h e m a i n i n d u s t r i e s i n K e n t .

A view

of

the Aylesford Paper Mills

T H E REED PAPER G R O U P includes:

AYLESFORD PAPER MILLS
TOVIL AND BRIDGE MILLS
LONDON PAPER MILLS LTD.
THE MEDWAY CORRUGATED PAPER CO. LTD.
MEDWAY PAPER SACKS LTD.
BROOKGATE INDUSTRIES LTD.
THE SOUTHERN PAPER STOCK CO. LTD.
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THE QUEEN S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt."

The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."

The White Horse of Kent with the motto " Invicta."
"Vimiera," " Corunna," " Almarez," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," " Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " Punniar," " Moodkee,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwal," " Sobraon," "Alma," " Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,"
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " " Le Cateau." " Retreat from Mons," " Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," " La Bassee. 1914,"
" Messines, 1914. T7," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg," " Loos,"
" Somme, 1916 '18," "Albert, 1916, T8," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood." " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " FlersCourcelette,
" Morval." " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," " Ancre Heights." "Ancre, 1916, "18" "Arras, 1917 '18." " Vimy, 1917," " Scarpe, 1917."
" Oppy " " Pilckem," " Langemarck. 1917," " Menin Road." " Polygon Wood." " Broodseinde," " Passchendaele." " Cambrai,
1917 '18 " " St Quentin," " Rosieres," " Avre," " Villers Bretonneux." " Lys," " Hazebrouck." " Kemmel," " Amiens," " Bapaume,
1918'," " Hindenburg Line," " Epehy." "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," " Courtrai," " Selle," " Sambre," "France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy, 191718," " Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," " Scimitar Hill," " Gallipoli, 1915," " Rumani." "Egypt,
191516," "Gaza," " E l Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," " T e l l 'Asur," "Palestine. 191718," "Defence of Kut el Amara,"
" S h a r q a t , " " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Recoird Office—Warwick.
Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The Carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment (M.G.)
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces:
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions:
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
F.A.R.E.L.F.
4th Bn. (T.A.)
Tonbridge.
ColonelinChief. H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent. C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel. MajorGeneral W." P. Oliver. C.B.. O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot. Major C. H. Keenlyside

" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:—
Officers. 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with a
Unit of the Regiment, should address their MSS. to the SubEditor of the Battalion with which they are serving: otherwise
direct to the Editor, The Barracks. Maidstone. The Editor cannot undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite request
is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of address.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
Colonel-in-Chief:

H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.

Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B„ M.C.
..
Talbot, D E. B.. D.S.O.. M.C. ..

Appointments
R.P.C.. M.E.L.F.
A.A.G., War Oilice.

MAJORS
BoothTucker. J. M. D.
Heygate, E. S„ M.C.
Martyn, A.. O.B.E.
Andrews, D. H., M.C.

iT./Lt.Col.) Depot Held Strength.
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) O.C. 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.| A.Q.M.G. (Maint.). HQ.,
Malaya.
(T/LL.Col.) O.C. 4 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) Depot Held Strength.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.A.G. War Office.
O.C. West African Trg. Centre, Accra.
2 i/c 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Standing President C.M., H.Q., H.C.D.
O.C. Depot R.W.K.
2 i/c 2 K.A.R.. E. Africa.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G., H.Q., Land
Forces, Hong Kong.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Group Adj.. H.C. Bde,, Depot.
G.S. (W.) 1, War Office.
M.A., Paris.
(T/Lt.Col.) 1/Para. Regt.
G.S.O. II (Ops.), Commonwealth" Div.
Melbourne, Australia.
Middle East—Centre of Arab Studies.
1/R.W.K. Language Course in
Arabic, London.
1/R.F., B.A.O.R.
1 Mx„ F.A.R.E.L.F.
R.A.F. Staff College (Student).
Mons, O.C. Sch.

Jackson, L. F. W.
Elliott, G. G.. D.S.O.
Brooke, H. J. S., O.B.E.
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O., M.C.
Pawcett, G. P.
Spurr, E. C.
Stoneham, B. J. R.
Keenlyside. C. H. ..
Moss, R. E. ..
Fyler, A. R
Buckle, P. C. M. ..
Flint, A. J. M„ M.B.E.
Crook, P. E.. O.B.E.
Read. M. R.. M.C.
Butler, R„ M.B.E., Af.C.
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L., M.C.
Jackson, D. W.
Thomas, R. C. W„ O.B.E
Bailey. J. D. B. ..
Archer, M. G. M.. M.C.
Rlckcord, M. B.
Turner, P. R. H.
Dowse, R. K.
Gwllllam, D. H.
Faulkner, D. O.

CAPTAINS
Manners, D. C. J.
Waring, H. B. H.
Eason, J. A., T.D
Brock, J. H., T.D.
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D
Weymouth, G. U.,
Dover, V.. M.C.
Clarke, H. W.
White, R. K.,
Willis, C. F.
Roper, I. H„ M.C.
Monckton, D., AM
Scull, D. S. ..
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman, E. G.,
Hunting, K. M.
Burke, R. A., M.C
Henning, P.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R
Ruffell, D. ..
Macmillan, H. A
Blum. D. E.
Franklin, A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.

..
..
..
..

Adjt. S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
(T/Maj.) B.M., 133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
1/Nigeria Rgt., W.A.
(T/Maj.) Mons. O.C. Sch.
iT/Maj.) Staff College (Student).
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
Adjt. 1/R.W.K.
2/3 (K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
1/Sierra Leone Regt., W.A.
H.Q. SubArea, Nairobi.
1/R.W.K.
Adjt. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt. T.A.
Min. of Supply.
Depot R.W.K.
Staff College (Student).
G.S.O. Ill Soumaldist.
O.O.S., Barton Stacey.
Att. C.O.D., Ashford.
1/R.W.K.
Grn. Adjt. Nairobi SubArea.
1/R.W.K.
Eaton Hall, O.C. Sch.
Adjt. 4/R.W.K
1/Para. Regt.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.

MAJORS
Names
Thrift, K. G.. O.B.E.
..
Allen, R, H. D.. M.C.. T.D.

..
..

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M., B.A.O.R.
D.A.D.P.R., B.A.O.R.

CAPTAINS
Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton. A. S.
Russell, H. C„ M.C.. D.C
Marsh, H. W.

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Rgt.
P. & E.E., Pendine
2/3 (K.I, K.A.R., East Africa.
Adjt. Joint Services Sch. of Linguists,
Bodmin.
H.Q., S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Autobahn Control Unit, B.A.O.R.
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
S/Capt. A. Fd. Records.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
S/Capt. War Office Q6.
S/Capt. A.G.3 (a) War Office.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1/Nigeria Regt,, W.A.
Att. War Office.
1/R.W.K.
Ass. Camp Corndt, B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.,
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
S/Capt. E.A. District.
Depot & Trg. Est. R.M.P.

De Havilland. V. ..
Miller, D. S.
Douris. I. A.
Bell, T. D
Evans, E. A.
Desmond. M. F.
Mugford, N. D.
Huckle, G. S.
Fitzpatrick, J. N. ..
BrooksHarrington, E. W
Mannering, L. A.
Carr, A. S. A.
Deed, E. A
Gibbons. A
Mott, D. H., M.M. ..
Jones, F. J
Duffleld, G.
Abplanalp, V. C. ..

LIEUTENANTS
Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield, A. P.
McDowell, P. B.
EUwood, K. S.
Allberry, R. r.
Davis, B. A. ..
Dinsdale, J. W.
Waters, B. O. H.
Allen, W. D.
Scouller. J. A.
Marshall, E. J.
Trevett, A. F.

B.A.O.R. 4.
H.Q. Bn.. S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
(T/Capt.) P.S.S.' Lingfleld.
4/Malay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) A.P.I.U. (U.K.).
Depot Held Strength.
Wessex G.T.C.
Adjt. Depot.
101 Pro. Coy. R.M.P., B.A.O.R.
(2/Lt.), 1/R.W.K.
QUARTERMASTERS

Watts, A. E„ M.B.E., T.D.
Cook, E. S
Hunt, W. G

..

(Major) H.O.G.T.C.
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
Q.M., G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.. Trg.
Centre.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash,

W., M.B.E., T.D

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Jackson, L. F. W.

C.O.
MAJORS

Waring, A.. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Bird, C. W. L„ T.D.
Coombes. A. H., T.D.

Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
Stocker, J. D„ M.C., T.D.
Coatli, T. C.

LIEUTENANTS
..
..
..

Osborne, E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J.

..
..
..
. ..
..
..
..
..

Clarke. C. S.
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K. ..
Fletcher. J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton, J. D.
Lygo, J. R

H.Q. Inf. Bde, F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
Office of Chief of Staff G.H.Q.,
F AR ELF
IT/Capt.) A.S.P.T., Aldershot.
1/R.W.K.
S.C.. Soumaldist.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.

2ND LIEUTENANTS
Beale, K. S.
Langhorne, J. P. .
Stock, P. R. ..
Leigh, P. S. ..
Howlett, G. H. W.
Craven, C. E.

1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K. (Holdee).
QUARTERMASTERS

Pond, B. A., M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E., M.M
Blake, A. G., M.B.E

..

..

(Major) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
(Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

CAPTAINS
Blum, D. E.
Ford. A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

Adjt.

Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.
Bobby, J.
LIEUTENANTS

CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.

Pennells, H. D. A.
2ND LIEUTENANTS

Baker, L. B. C.
Olemence, M. J.
Newman, B. J.

Duggan, H, R.
Nash, W. M. K.
Lovell, F. W
QUARTERMASTER

Blake, A. O. (Capt.), M.B.E.

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
Maclay, J. N. iLt.).
Hatwell, A. B. (2/Lt.).
Taggart, M. (2/Lt.).

Robson, T. R. J. (2/Lt.).
Tilley. T. A. (2/Lt.).
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"Editorial

I

Social and Personal

ROLL OF HONOUR

T is with deep regret that we record in this issue of the
Regimental Journal the names of casualties sustained in
Malaya by the 1st Bn.
We extend, on behalf of the Regiment, Past and
Present, our deepest sympathy to the relatives of the
deceased.
*

*

*

REMEMBRANCE DAY, 1951
The Regiment has again been allotted a plot in the
Empire Field of Remembrance at Westminster, which will
be open to the public from 9.30 a.m. to 6.0 p.m. daily, from
8th to 13th November, inclusive.
The Field will be opened at 12 noon on Wednesday,
7th November, by a short religious service.
Arrangements have been made for the Regimental
Memorial space to be surrounded by small crosses, and for
a " badge" cross, bearing the Regimental Badge super
imposed on a miniature wreath of laurels, to be planted
before the opening ceremony at 12 noon on Wednesday,
November 7th.
*

*

*

CHRISTMAS CARDS
A supply of Christmas cards is now held at Regi
mental Headquarters. The cost of a card and envelope is
1/1, post free.
The card features a fourcoloured reproduction of an
officer of the 50th Foot. 1799, and is complete with Regi
mental crest, ribbon and the usual greetings.
Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable
to the Honorary Treasurer, "The Queen's Own Gazette,"
and crossed " & Co."
CARDS ALREADY ORDERED WERE DES
PATCHED OVERSEAS ON 29th SEPTEMBER, AND
HOME ORDERS SENT OUT ON 1st OCTOBER. 1951.
*

*

*

CAR BADGES
Owing to the many requests for Regimental Car
Badges received since we informed our readers that no
more were available, we have been forced to place another
order with the manufacturers.
The order has been
accepted but the firm informs us that they cannot promise
a definite date for delivery owing to the rearmament pro
gramme. The cost will be 30/6. so register now if you
want one.
*

*

*

REGIMENTAL COUNCIL MEETING
A meeting of the Regimental Council is scheduled to
take place on Saturday, 17th November. 1951, at 11.30 a.m.,
in the Regimental Headquarter Office.


Subscription rates: —
Officers 9 / - per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 51 per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.

T

HE following visitors called at Regimental Head
quarters since we last went to press: —
Brig. G. Ingham;
Capt. D. E. Blum;
Lt.Col. E. F. MoultonBarrett, who has now
returned to Jamaica;
Lt.Col. A. Howe: 1
Lt. V. F. Whitewood:
Maj. De S. H. LewisBarned.
*

*

*

Prior to his visit. Lt.Col. MoultonBarrett wrote to say
he was coming. His business shared the illeffects of the
tornado which struck Jamaica and caused such havoc. He
stated that he would have to fly home as many of the ships
had been cancelled owing to lack of bananas after the storm
which was very bad indeed and hasn't been exaggerated
a bit.
*

*

*

Capt. R. Balbernie informs us that he is establishing a
small school for boys from broken and disturbed homes and
hopes to start at the beginning of October. The location of
the school will beat Swalecliffe, five miles S.W. of Banbury,
Oxfordshire.
We wish him well in his venture.
*

*

*

Unofficially, we hear that Maj. Rickcord is en route
to the U.K. to undergo a language course in Arabic prior
to taking up an appointment in the Middle East, and that
Maj. Flint is on a liaison visit to East Africa.
*

*

*

R.Q.M.S. Grubb (who ought to know) says that the 1st
Bn. is fed a lot better in Malaya than in the U.K. He states
that his Ration Corporal travels 80 miles five days a wee*c
for rations, which include a ton of ice daily. The "opera
tional " ration consists of 8 , ozs. meat, 3 ozs. sugar, 24 ozs.
bread. 14 ozs. potatoes and 10 ozs. fish.
(This should make our old soldiers of half a century ago
tear up their ration books and babble about their issue of
a pound of rootie and } lb. meat (including bone and fat)
and the inevitable rice puddin' daily.)
*

*

*

Maj. J. A. Eason writes to ray that we " might be
interested to hear of a minor reunion in the bar of the Jos
Leave Station the other day (? 6/9/51). Jimmy James,
who was in the 4th Bn. sometime between 193236, ' Sofo'
Griffiths, or R. S. Griffiths to you and myself, just met there
and had a splendid natter together. Jimmy James is mining
tin to his heart's content in Wamba, and he spends most
weekends in Jos, where his wife is staying at the moment.
R. S. Griffiths is a development officer in Bida and was up
in Jos on a weekend leave. Jimmy and 1 see a lot of each
other as he is excommandant of the Leave Station . . .
Life is very pleasant at the Leave Station and a great
change from the routine of Regimental soldiering, although
I don't think 1 would care to be here for a tour. Three
months is very pleasant and a welcome change.
" I hope to be home sometime in late October or early
November and look forward to another visit to the Depot."
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Lt.Col. A. R. Fyler has recently been on a duty visit
to Japan. While in Korea he spent a night with "Boh"
Thomas at H.Q., 1 Commonwealth Div. They had a photo
graph taken together which appears below.

Lt.Col. A. R. Fyler and Maj. R. C. W. Thomas at
H.Q. 1, Commonwealth Div., Korea.
Lt.Col. H. J. S. Brooke is now empolyed as an A.A.G.
at the War Office, having moved from Western Command
in July.
*

*

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
49, Courtcnay Road,
Maidstone.
20th September, 1951.
Dear Sir,
On a recent visit to the Museum, I was agreeably sur
prised to see the " Fitton " Cup. What pleasant memories
came to mind. This cup was presented by Lt.Col. Fitton,
Royal Berkshire Regiment, who commanded the 2nd Bn.,
190609, for competition between the Officers' and Sgts*.
M esses.
The items to be competed were shooting, relay race,
football, cricket, hockey and tugofwar. The Sgts'. Mess
winning three times, won the Cup.
The Sgts'. Mess won the series in 1909 and 1911. The
Officers in 1910.
In 1912 the wins were fairly equal, the last pull in the
tugofwar deciding in favour of the Sgts. So the Cup
went to them. The events started with shooting on the
range after Church Parade on Sunday, each Mess taking
turns to provide refreshments.
On Thursday, cricket
started at 11.30 a.m., the Officers' Mess providing lunch
and at tea all married families and children were invited.
The games provided great entertainment for the Bn.
as in Lebong and Peshawar there was not much amuse
ment.
Every one turned out and gave much good
humoured advice.
Amongst those taking part as far as I can remember
(I apologise for not giving ranks) were Pedlev, Woulfs,
Flanagan, Drucc, Kitson, Joslin, Pulman, Humphries,
Graham, Brian Bonham Carter, CaseMorris, Grey
Thorne, Mills, myself, Newbrook, Goulds, Fletcher, Judge
and others whose names I have forgotten. Unfortunately
most of those taking part have passed on, but happy
memories of those days still cling.
Yours faithfully,
C. T. Stringer (Gnat).
'4629.

»

Mr. E. Osbourne, an old soldier of the Regiment, wants
the addresses of any old soldiers who joined in the years
of 1891, 92 or 93, as he would like to write to them about
old times. It is 60 years ago since Mr. Osbourne joined
the Colours. He is now bedridden, so come along you
veterans, get busy with your pens and help to brighten
the life of one of your old comrades. His address is: —
80, Hearns Rise,
St. Paul's Cray,
Kent.



The Editor acknowledges with thanks, receipt of the
following Regimental Journals: —
The Dragon.
The Tank.
The Sapper.
The Snapper.
St. George's Gazette.
Firm.
The Manchester Gazette.
The R.A.S.C. Journal.
The Royal Engineers Journal.
The Wish Stream.

Dear Sir,

103, Church Road,
Swanscombe, Kent.
24th August, 1951.

I am an exmember of the Queen's Own, 194046
vintage and a regular reader of the " Buster." and I have
noticed that there is a marked shortage of contributions
to the " Buster " from the aforementioned vintage of ex
members.
And so sir. if you think some parts of this letter worthy
of a place in the " Buster " I do ask you that they may be
printed therein to uphold the prestige of we youngsters of
the Regiment.
Firstly, may I send out an S.O.S. to ail members of
the Past and Present Association or to any exmember of
the Queen's Own living in the Gravesend District Area to
come to the meetings at the Terminus Hotel. Gravesend.
I should also like to see more of the cx2nd Bn., who
served in 193945, etc., at the annual reunion; year after
year those faithful few attend. Fred Birch is very promi
nent amongst them, and he told me off for letting the side
down in 1950 by not attending, there are at present about
a dozen who attend regularly, we would like to see more;
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why not join the gang next year, and chat about " Amoeet"
and " Deum Flames."
In closing I would like to send a greeting through the
" Buster " to Captain Flood, who I believe is in charge of
a Boys' Home in Buckinghamshire. Also to exLt. .T. B.
Brume, who I believe is now a minister in the Church of
England. To Mr. Brume, I would like to say how sorry I
was to hear of the death of Captain Cooke. T shall always
remember on the trip out to join the Bn., in the latter part
of the journey on the liner " Strathaird," where the sleeping
place allotted to us was on the lowest deck of the ship, and
right at the stern, we complained so much about the noise
made by the propellers keeping us awake and asking to
be allowed to sleep on the top deck. Lts. Cooke and Brume
decided to sleep on that deck for a night to prove our
case, the verdict was against us. I do not think it was the
propellers which kept us awake so much as the thoughts
of what would happen if a torpedo hit the ship.
Yours truly,
A. (Tubby) Hook,
ex6095955, " B " Coy., 2nd Bn.
4

Honours and Awards
LONG SERVICE AND GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL
Capt. (Qr.Mr.) A. G. Blake, M.B.E. <216137) awarded
the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal (Military) with
out gratuity, 13th August, 1947.
TERRITORIAL ARMY DECORATION
The KING has been graciously pleased to confer the
award of the Territorial Efficiency Decoration upon the
following officer: —
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) H. M. Robinson (98451).
TERRITORIAL EFFICIENCY MEDALS
The following awards of the Efficiency Medals (Ter
ritorial) and/or clasps, published in the London Gazette
Supplements as shown are hereby CANCELLED, as the
Officers concerned have since been Awarded the Terri
torial Efficiency Decoration and/or Clasps in lieu: —
Lt. (Now T/Capt.) L. D. Lee (96277) now R.A.P.C.
(Eff. Medal (Ter.)).
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) T. ThorpeWoods (98465) (Eff. Medal
(Ter.)).
Capt. (Qr.Mr.) A. E. Watts, M.B.E. (88138) (Eff.
Medal (Ter.)).
Lt. (Now T/Maj.) J. A. Eason (72416) (Eff. Medal
(Ter.)).
Lt. B. Henchie (98818) (Eff. Medal (Ter.)) 1st Class.
ERRATA
EFFICIENCY MEDAL (TERRITORIAL)
The following awards of the Efficiency Medals (Ter
ritorial) and /or clasps, published in the London Gazette
Supplements as shown are hereby CANCELLED, as the
Officers concerned have been awarded the Territorial
Efficiency Decoration and/or Clasps in lieu: —
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) E. C. F. Brown (79600).)
Lt. P. S. Pugh, M.B.E., M.C. (98777).
Capt. (now T/Lt.Col.) F. J. Dearing (88842).
Capt. (Hon. Maj.) M. H. Wonnall, M.B.E. (77746).
Lt. (Hon. Capt.) N. H. Coyle (90013).
Lt. (Now Capt.) D. F. Hackforth (72417)).
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IRoll of Ibonour
22442020 Pte. D. R. Elsley, killed in action.
22413906 Pte. L. G. Hollebon, died of wounds received in
action.
6343399 Cpl. T. H. Henderson, died of wounds received
in action.
4.

Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS

FROM

LONDON

GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY
The undermentioned Officer Cadet from The Royal
Military Academy, Sandhurst, to be 2/Lt., 3rd August.
1951, with seniority 3rd August, 1951: —
Colin Edward Craven (418235).
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSION
Lt. (War Subs. Capt.) George William Duffield
(126810) from Emerg. Commn. to be Lt., 1st August, 1951.
with seniority 18th September, 1944.
2/Lt. E. J. Marshall (408597) to be Lt., 13th Septem
ber, 1951.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
2/Lt. J. N. Maclay (406146) is granted the acting rank
of Lt., 10th September, 1951.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
The undermentioned Cadets to be 2/Lts., 7th July,
1951 : —
22434336 Michael Deeley (417431)..
22419703 Paul John Ketteridge (416604).
The undermentioned Cadets to be 2/Lts., 9th June.
1951:—
22389973 Barry Richard England (417049).
22421955 Clive Lionel Goodwin (417050).
PARA. REGIMENT
2/Lt. M. C. Foreman (409006) from Reg. Army Nat.
Serv. List R.W.K. to be 2/Lt., 28th August, 1951, with
seniority 18th February, 1950.
4

EMPIRE FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE, 1951
It may be of general interest to subscribers to know
that the opening Serviceon Wednesday, November 7th, will
be attended by ViceAdmiral Earl Mountbatten of Burma,
who has kindly consented to plant crosses in memory of
those who have given their lives in the fighting in Malaya
and Korea.
f

REUNION—SIGNAL PLATOON
(Exmembers, 2nd Battalion)
The SIXTH ANNUAL REUNION of the war time
Signal Platoon, 2nd Bn., will take place in London on the
17th November. All exmembers are invited. Full details
from B. W. Shears, 60, Fanshawe Avenue, Barking, Essex.
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CIVIC VISIT TO REGIMENT'S NEW MUSEUM

O

FFICIALLY reopened by Colonel of the Regiment,
MajorGenera! W. P. Oliver, on July 15th, The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment's
museum, at their Maidstone Depot, on Monday, received
a civic visit from the Mayor and Mayoress of Maidstone
(Alderman and Mrs. B. J. Watson), and members of the
Corporation.
The party included the Deputy Mayor and Mayoress
(Alderman and Mrs. C. Gordon Larking), Alderman T.
Armstrong, Alderman' Mrs. D. Relf, Brigadier and Mrs.
PI. Fletcher, Lady (Edna) TyrwhiltDrake, Mr. A. C.
Bossom, M.P., Deputy Chief Constable of Kent, Mr.
R.C.M. Jenkins, County Fire Officer J. H. Fordham and
other officials.
They were shown round by Maj. R. Love, the curator,
and entertained by officers of the Regiment, among whom

were Brig. G. Ingham, Lt.Col. A. A. Eason (Administrative
Officer), Maj. C. H. Keenlyside (Depot Commanding
(Officer),'Maj. B. A. Pond and Capt. T. A. Macmillan.
Although it has been in existence since prewar days,
this interesting museum has only recently been brought
right uptodate and. under its new curator, is still in process
of expansion.
Proud of its associations and relics the Regiment,
which received the Freedom of the Borough of Maidstone
in 1944, is anxious to foster closer relationships with Kent
friends, old comrades in arms, and the public generally,
through its military museum.
Monday's visit was the prelude to its public opening,
which takes place next Wednesday at 2.0 p.m.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Then, and on every Wednesday following, the museum
will be open to all visitors for two hours up to 4 p.m.
Situated in the far lefthand corner of the Maidstone
Barracks perimeter, above the recruiting office, the museum
is in the form of a single large room pleasantly equipped,
yet literally crowded with the reminders of 200 years' mag
nificent service by the Regiment and its forerunners.
Just inside the entrance have been placed two wooden
commemorative plaques which, no doubt, will arouse much
interest.
One bears the names and dates of every Colonel of the
Regiment from 1755 (when it was the 50th Foot); and the
other, the names of eight holders of the Victoria Cross, who
won their decorations while serving with the Regiment
between 1855 and 1944.
First of the " bays" into which the museum is divided,
is Militia Bay, and here the 1801 Colours of the Kent
Militia are exhibited, with the Colours of the West Kent's
3rd Bn., which was disbanded after gallant service in the
first world war.
(It is wellknown that most of the Colours borne by
battalions of the Regiment in the past hang about the nave
in All Saints' Church. Maidstone; and even if limited space
in the museum allowed, the Regiment would not wish to
remove them from this position of signal honour.)
BOER WAR RELICS

Alderman Gordon Larking, Mr. R. C. M. Jenkins and Capt.
Blake examine an exhibit.
Kent Messenger Photograph

Passing from the cases of models in period uniform,
actual examples of Militia uniforms and items of equip
ment. the next part of the display is taken up by War Bay.
And here are preserved many historic reminders of the
major campaigns from the Boer War period.
A swastika flag which links the old with the recent in
rather startling fashion is prominent, and so are portions
of a destroyed Zeppelin and the plate from the helmet of
an Ulhan, a member of Germany's crack cavalry regiment
in the first world war.
Unique exhibit is the rifle which a 6th Bn. private was
using in France in 1916, when a sniper, firing at the (lash,
sent a milliontoone bullet right down the barrel to smash
the lock.
Nearby, in another bay, stands the prized Freedom
cup presented by the Corporation of Maidstone, and the
Freedom scroll.
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Visit of the Mayor and Corporation of Maidstone to the Regimental Museum.
Kent Messenger Photograph
On the other side of the room are the Peninsula and
Crimea Bays, recalling that the 97th Foot served in the
Crimea campaign, and that the 50th Foot (their fore
runners) formed part of Sir John Moore's illfated expedi
tion in 1808.
Of great interest are the uniforms, trophies and colours
captured from the French by the 50th at the Battle of
Bastia in 1794.
JAPANESE GUN
Helmets, uniforms and decorations worn by fighting
men throughout the Regiment's history are most repre
sentative in the museum, and among other trophies of great
value to the West Kent Regiment arc the Japanese anti
lank gun captured by the 4lh Bn. in Burma during the last
war, and brought home by them; the exquisite collection
of the silverware that belonged to the former 3rd Bn.; and
the large model of H.M.S. Maidstone, received from the
borough of Maidstone.
It may be thought curious that a replica of a naval
vessel is included, but the Regiment claims a link with the
Royal Navy. In 1778 the 50th served as Marines in the
attack on the French Fleet off Ushant.
The 1st Bn. still keeps up a tradition of piping the
men to dinner, which practice certainly has a naval flavour.
Among other features of the museum, too numerous
to mention, are badges and buttons of the Kent Regiment
of Ontario, Canada, and the Canterbury Regiment of New
Zealand, which are affiliated to the English Regiment.

The West Kent's 1st Bn., now serving in Malaya, has
not yet had the chance to see their museum in its new
form. But they will be receiving information through their
own publication, " The Queen's Own Gazette," and it is
hoped the men will bring home further campaign relics.
Maj. Love told a reporter he is hard pressed for space,
but is accumulating many exhibits which will be on show
at a future date.
There is also some prospect that additional accom
modation for the museum will be found in the same block
of buildings.
(Reprinted from Kent Messenger, 28/9/51.)
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OBITUARY
PTE. EDWARD JOHN SMART, D.C.M., M.M.

N

O. G2432 Pte. Edward John Smart, D.C.M., M.M.,
of 63, Nursery Road, High Broome, Tunbridge
Wells, passed away on Tuesday, 25th September

last.

He joined the Regiment in September, 1914, went to
France in July, 1915, was wounded and removed to Broad
stairs. He was then posted to the 11th Battalion and was
awarded the M.M. in July, 1917, and D.C.M. in the field
in September, 1917.
CITATIONS
Military Medal—
For conspicuous courage and gallantry on 7th
, June, 1917, during the attack on the Dammstrasse,
after doing splendid work in tending wounded under
shell fire. He went forward into his own barrage and
fetched in a seriously wounded man into a position of
safety, thereby undoubtedly saving his life.
Distinguished Conduct Medal—
For gallantry and devotion to duty on 21st Sep
tember. 1917, when the enemy were going to counter
attack and troops began to retire. He helped his
commanding officer by rallying the men, and going
across a shellswept area brought back a man who
had retreated still further. His fearless example in
spired confidence in the men.
These citations were signed by MajorGeneral Sidney
Lawford, Commanding 41st Division.
Soon after the disbandment of the 11th Battalion he
was taken prisoner at St. Quentin in March, 1918.
Medals:: D.C.M., M.M., 191415 Star, General
Service, Victory Medal.

2nd INFANTRY DIVISION WAR MEMORIAL

T

HE 2nd Infantry Division War Memorial com
memorating those who lost their lives while serving
in the Division during the War, 19391945, will be
unveiled in the Royal Garrison Church, Aldershot, by
the C.I.G.S., Field Marshall Sir William Slim, G.C.B.,
C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., at 11.30 a.m. on Monday, 22nd
October, 1951.
The Service of Dedication will be conducted by the
Chaplain General to the Forces, The Rev. Canon F.
Llewelyn Hughes, C.B., C.B.E., M.C., T.D., M.A.
All past and present members of the Division and
their close relatives are invited to attend the ceremony.
Admission will be by ticket and application for tickets
should be addressed to " A" Branch Headquarters, Aider
shot District, Steeles Road, Aldershot, by 1st October, 1951,
in an envelope marked "2nd Inf. Div. War Memorial."
Applications for tickets should give full particulars of
the person making the application, including details of
service in 2nd Infantry Division and the address to which
the tickets are to be sent.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS
BALBERNIE.—On 2nd October, 1951, at the Radcliffe
Infirmary, Oxford, to Joy, wife of Richard Balbernie,
M.C.—a daughter (Fiona) sister for Robin.
ANDREWS.—On 25th August, 1951, at B.M.H., Kuala
Lumpur, Malaya, to Joan (nee DrakeBrockman) wife
of Lt.Col. D. H. Andrews, M.C., The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regt., a daughter.
COURTNEY.—On 13th September, 1951, at Addis Ababa,
to Elsebeth. wife of Lt.Col. Godfrey B. Courtney,
M.B.E., M.C. (Ketd.), late R.W.K.—a son.
ENGAGEMENT
MAJOR H. B. H. WARINC. AND MISS M. J. HOARE
The engagement is announced between Major Henry
Blackwood Hallowes Waring, The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, younger son of Lt.Colonel and Mrs.
H. A. Waring, of Meadowside, Warwick Park, Tunbridge
Wells, and Myra Jean, younger daughter of Lt.Colonel
G. L. Hoare. and Lady Alma Hoare. of Summerhill,
Benenden, Kent.
DEATHS
BERRY.—Suddenly at his home at " Chaca Dorbe,"
Shorne, Charles Edward George Berry, late Hon. Sec.,
Shorne Branch, The Queen's Own Past and Present
Association.
SMART.—At 63. Nursery Road, High Brooms, Tunbridge
Wells, Mr. E. J. Smart, D.C.M., M.M., on Tuesday,
25th September.
We extend our sympathy to the surviving relatives of
the above.
t

DRINKING "FRAGRANT ORCHID"

S

HAKESPEARE started something when he wrote about
" A rose by any other name." It has been argued that,
while his fact was indisputable, his knowledge of
psychology was much at fault—a sorry criticism of a man
whose charactercreations are so lifelike.
For the principle of applying a name of pleasant
association has set explorers and advertisers, writers, parents
and townplanners many a problem, solved in a multitude of
ways.
Occasionally, change of language offers a readymade
solution, as a peculiarly charming example that has just
come to our notice.
Wine has been known to the Chinese for countless ages
—they term it " Joh." When beer was first introduced to
them, being unable to pronouuee the letter " r," they called
it " Bey," adding their name for wine. But the arrival of
Fremlins beer at Hongkong reintroduced the " r " difficulty
and it was generally referred to as " Funlan."
Now " Fun " is the word for " fragrant " and " Lan "
is "orchid," so that the attraction of a popular drink is
enhanced by an inviting name through the simple process
of translation
Beer, by any other name, would taste as good, but will
anyone deny that " Fragrant Orchid BeerWine" is
unusually alluring ?
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MALAYAN HAVEN
By LT.COL. H. D. CHAPLIN

A

GAINST the background of terrorism and guerrilla
warfare in Malaya, Penang is a haven of security
and peace.

The island of Penang is Britain's oldest Malayan settle
ment. lt has been British since 1786, when Captain Francis
Light opened up a trading post and naval base there for
the East India Company.
Together with Province
Wellesley on the mainland, Penang was one of our oldest
Crown Colonies until, in 1948, it was incorporated as a
State in the Federation of Malaya.
George Town, the capital and only place of any size
on the island, is a crowded and busy town. The main
streets are fine and wide, and trolley 'buses run smoothly
along them. Behind the scenes, as is usual in towns in the
East, the streets are mean and narrow and teeming with
Chinese families. By far the largest portion of the popula
tion is Chinese, and many of the houses are built in the
Chinese style. Second in numbers are Malays, followed by
Indians and Tamils from Ceylon and the south of India.
At the cinemas, of which there are three of fair size, the
British and American films have Chinese subtitles.
Some of the buildings in George Town are old and
impressive. There are the Law Courts and the Military
Headquarters near the Esplanade, and the Town Hall and
Museum and Library nearer the centre of the town. The
buildings which most resemble palaces, however, are the
banks—the Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China,
the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank and the Mercantile Bank
of India. The oldest building of all is Fort Cornwallis, now
a municipal store and an R.E. yard; part of the fort has
been converted into a lighthouse.
The shopping centre of the town contains many fine
shops and stores, all wellstocked with goods and obviously
prosperous. The biggest and best of these .is Whiteaway
and Laidlaws, where one can obtain a good meal in the
restaurant besides all manner of articles from leather trunks
to sardines in the shop.
In fact, the whole appearance and atmosphere of
George Town is one of busy trading and thriving business.
Nowhere is there discernable any apprehension or fear of
the terrorism that is disrupting the mainland, nor does the
subject occur a great deal in the course of conversation.
On the outskirts of the town in the beautiful residential
area there are numerous hotels. The bestknown of these
is the Eastern and Oriental Hotel, a long straggling building
backing on to smooth lawns overlooking the sea, It is some
what garish in appearance but the waiters, mainly Chinese,
are quiet and efficient, and food is good though expensive.
Although this hotel cannot perhaps rank as one of the
famous hotels of the world with the " Galle Face" in
Colombo, the " Raffles " in Singapore and the " des Tildes "
in Batavia, it stands above (he average and caters well for
the busy oriental trader and the European business man.
Its rooms are booked for weeks ahead and its public
lounges, bars and dining room are crowded. Here again
there is no thought of guerrilla warfare or sudden death.

George Town is fortunate to have its own hill station
right on its doorstep. Only four miles from the centre of
the town is Penang Hill, known as the Peak. The top can
be reached either by a very narrow zigzag road or by the
Penang Hill Railway. This is a funicular railway and takes
thirty minutes from bottom to top, including a halt and a
change of trains at Halfway Station. There is a tiny 'bus
to meet you at the Peak Station to take you to your destina
tion, or, as an alternative means of transport, there are
several trishaws, which have strayed from the streets of
George Town. These trishaws have replaced the rickshaws
in Malaya and Indonesia since the war, and are simply an
ordinary bicycle with a "sidecar" attached. In Penang and
Java the car is in front, while in Singapore and Sumatra it
is at the side.
The Peak is 2,500 feet in height and the temperature is
from ten to fifteen degrees lower than in George Town, and
a blanket is necessary for sleeping at night. On the Peak
are two hotels, the bestknown being the Peak Hotel, a
monastery, a cafe and a number of charming houses. The
gardens are beautifully kept and the flowers and lawns are
delightful. The view is magnificent and the whole of the
island, 46 miles round the coast road, Penang Strait and the
shores of the. mainland can be seen. All is peace and beauty
at the summit of the Hill, and the monks selected the ideal
sanctuary for meditation on paradise (if that is what they
do) when they built a monastery there. Nothing is more
remote than banditry and terrorism.
George Town is the second port in Malaya after Singa
pore. Its waters are deep enough for oceangoing steamers
to load and unload at its docks, but the largest ships usually
remain anchored in the landlocked strait between Penang
and the mainland. Much of the tin and rubber from
Malaya and Thailand is exported from George Town and
the P. and O. mail liners and cargo ships call here. The
port is busy and thriving and many thousand tons of ship
ping is always lying there. Up to now the terrorists have
not struck at the docks and there has been no sabotage; but
it would probably be a reasonably simple matter to carry
out.
Penang Airport is at the southern end of the island,
some ten miles from George Town. It is a small aerodrome
at present and its amenities are disappointing, but it is cap
able of considerable enlargement and development. From
it Malayan Airways will take you across the Straits of
Malacca to Medan in North Sumatra, or to Kuala Lumpur
(K.L.). the capital of the Federation of Malaya, and so to
the magnificent new Kallang airport in Singapore.
The barracks are situated 'three miles from George
Town on the road to the airport. These are good, and the
island has plenty of amenities for the men, who are assured
of a pleasant and peaceful lime when it is their turn for rest
or leave in Penang.
There is an Officers' Leave Centre organized by the
N.A.A.F.I. in the Runnymede Hotel, where the charge is ten
dollars (23/) a day. The Runnymede is pleasantly situated
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in the main European residential street and has smooth
lawns facing the sea at the back. The Other Ranks' Leave
Centre is in a hutted camp on the coast between the Penang
Swimming Club and the beach at Batu Fcrringi. This beach
is typical of the socalled bathing beaches on the island.
They are small untidy patches of sand marred by unexpected
outcrops of rock, which make, wading in to the shallow sea
a very uncomfortable procedure. For a child these beaches
may be a delight, but for a soldier on leave who hopes to
enjoy good swimming they are a delusion. Since the
guerrilla war in Malaya has intensified, both of these Leave
Centres have become very popular with the tired soldiers.
There are two links between Panang and the Mainland,
both of them by ferry. From George Town to Mitchell
Pier, Butterworth, a ferry runs as a link with the roads of
Malaya. The voyage of about a mile takes twenty minutes
and the craft used carries vehicles of all sizes as well as foot
passengers. Butterworth itself is only a small town of a
few shops and restaurants, but its real importance is as part
of the port of George Town. It is sited on a peninsula and
there is thus space for long stretches of quays and ware
houses. From Butterworth two good roads run inland to
meet the main Malayan highway, which leads to the town
of Alor Star to the north and, through Prai (pronounced
" Pry "), to K.L. and Singapore in the south.
The other ferry is the railway link with the mainland.
Although the railway line ends at Prai, the Malay Railway
transports its freight, its passengers and their vehicles from
George Town to Prai on a broad flatbottomed craft. This
vessel is called " S.S. Elizabeth " and was built at Kowloon
Docks, Hongkong, in 1928. The voyage across the two
miles of shallow sea from George Town to Prai takes thirty
minutes.
There are two busy periods in each twentyfour hours
at Prai station. These times are when the Mail Train to
K.L. and Singapore is about to depart. Most soldiers and
all European passengers travel by one or the other of these
trains. The Mail Train takes ten and a half hours to get
to K.L.
There, if you are going on to Singapore, you
change trains and, after a wait of about an hour continue
on the journey. The Mail arrives at Singapore twelve
hours later.
Officials at George Town will tell you that the journey
is perfectly safe, but the Mail Train has been attacked
many times and, in spite of every precaution, the attacks
continue to occur.
A pilot engine, which is really an
armoured jeep mounting a machine gun and a searchlight,
goes ahead of the train to see that the line has not been
tampered with. The engine of the Mail Train itself is
fitted with a strong searchlight; and two sections of troops
travel on every train. None of these measures, however,
can prevent bullets from piercing the sides of the trains and
striking the passengers.
It is not surprising, therefore, if the general atmosphere
on the station at Prai is very different from the peace and
calm in Penang. There is a stir and an air of alertness.
Armed police are at the barriers and on the platform.
Soldiers on duty and on leave are all carrying their
weapons loaded and handy for immediate use. And all
the male civilian passengers, and probably some of the
females as well, are " packing a gun." This is where peace
ends and war begins, where we leave the haven of Penang
for the dangers of the Malayan mainland.

Whether it is because of the one mile of shallow sea
that separates Penang from the mainland, or because there
are no tin mines on the island nor any rubber estates large
enough to be worthy of the Communists' attention, Penang
stands aside as a haven of security and a quiet refuge from
the guerrilla warfare of Malaya.
(Published by courtesy of the Editor of the Over-Seas
League).

*

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

O

N
Monday, 24th September, the Museum was
honoured by a visit from the Mayor and Corporation
of Maidstone, accompanied by their wives.
They were very impressed with all they saw and some
asked if they might come again as they could not absorb
the detail of the exhibits in a single visit.
Steps have now been taken to open the Museum to the
public of Maidstone, on Wednesday afternoons from 2
till 4 p.m. Judging from enquiries, we anticipate this be
coming a popular feature with the local inhabitants many
of whom have members of their families either serving, or
who have served in The Queen's Own.
For the benefit of our readers who are so placed that
they are unable to visit the Depot, the following informa
tion may not come amiss—The Museum occupies the old
" Mob " store which has been renovated and conditioned to
suit the requirements necessary for its present use.
The museum is divided into Sections or bays, each
of which covers a period in Regimental history, i.e., there
is a Crimea Section, Peninsular, Great War and Last War
Section. In addition a special section exists for medals
—of which we have no mean collection—and we are
hoping that as time goes on this will be considerably in
creased. Other features of the Museum are the Militia
Bay, the floor exhibition covering a model of H.M.S.
Maidstone, Japanese and German guns. The walls hold
many interesting exhibits including the Bastia Colour, etc.,
etc. It is impossible to describe in detail or number the
many attractions on display.
The Curator hopes in time to obtain some exhibits
from Malaya, of which the Battalion must have by now
accumulated a few.
Our thanks are due to the following for the articles
forwarded: —
General Sir Charles BonhamCarter for his Mess Kit,
Aigullettes and Gold Sash.

Col. D. E. B. Talbot, photos, maps and books con
nected with the contemplated invasion of Britain in 1940.
Col. C. F. Hitchins, a Mauser pistol and album.
Mrs. Jones, medals.
Mr. Playford, communiques of Gen. Townsend, 1916.
Major Pond—a case of medals.
4th Bn., scarlet tunic, dress helmet, sword and
scabbard.
Mr. Tapp, Martini rifle and two bayonets.
Lt.Col. Craven, a silver cap badge, overalls and a set
of King Edward VIII buttons,
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1 : News from Battalions :
i st BATTALION

S

INCE our last letter the
Battalion has changed
its general layout of
Companies and is now
as follows.
A Coy. remain
at. Trolak and B Coy. at
Rawang, whilst D Coy. have
now relieved Sp. Coy. at
Kerling.
The
remaining
framework Co., C Coy., is at
Kuala Kubu Bahru, together
with t/ie Reserve Coy., Sp.
Coy., Bn. H.Q. and H.Q. Cov.
The Bn. strength is gradually
building up with the arrival
of new drafts from the U.K.
and also with A Coy. of the
Suffolk Regt., which is now
under command in an area to
the southwest of Rawang.
Since July 1st the Bn.
pogL^^
h a s had to cope with 44
" incidents " within its area
and has sent out over 85 operational patrols. So far the
Bn. bag, excluding woundings, exhumations and potential
executions, is as follows: —
A—6, B—3, C—2, D—1, Sp.—1.
H.Q. and 3in. Mortar PI. can claim shares in the above
kills. This gives only a rough idea of the heavy task under
taken. In spite of its continued hard wear, the morale and
health of the Bn. is very high. During our first few months
the sickness rate was high, which is usual when first coming
to the Far East. The numbers have now dropped to an
average of 40 cases per week, most of which are for cuts,
bruises and minor accidents, with a few cases of tinea. A
few weeks after our arrival, large numbers of Ancient
Britons painted green, purple, blue or red could be seen
walking round thq camp—all cases of tinea; now we are
acclimatised and cases are comparatively rare. There is a
wellequipped hospital at Kinrara, Kuala Lumpur, where
major cases are sent for treatment, but in Kuala Kubu
Bahru there is a new M.I. room where the M.O. treats the
less serious cases and all the outstations have their R.A.M.C.
orderly and stretcher bearer. The former " enemies " of
the XIV Army, malaria, dysentery and typhus have now
been conquered by medical science.
To date there has
only been one case of' malaria, two of typhus (not serious)
and none of dysentery.
The Medical Officer, Capt. A.
Davison, of Newcastle, states that the Battalion is generally
in good health.
From the leave point of view there is a growing
number who have succeeded in taking their seven days at

1

Sandycroft Leave Centre. Penang. Here one is wakened
with a cup of tea at 7.30 a.m. and allowed to relax in bed
until breakfast is served in the dining hall, which is right on
the sea shore.
At this Centre one can relax and enjoy good food and
rest, with swimming, sunbathing, canoeing or :i trip round
Penang Island in a launch or go into Penang for shopping
or the cinema. Even one's washing and darning is done
free of charge. About 30 men each week from the unit
can enjoy this sort of leave, and there arc also bungalows
for married families.
In the recent Malaya District Swimming the Bn. entered
a team which gained excellent results in spite of having
little or no practice. Pte. Mike Williams, H.Q. Cov., won

DrumMajor George Watts. Selangor State Cham
pion, Discus and Hammer. All Malayan Champion,
Discus..
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the Diving Competition. Another winner was L/Cpl.
David Garwood, also of H.Q. Coy., who won the 100 metres
bieast stroke event. At the Malaya Athletic Champion
ships, DrumMajor George Watts, again of H.Q. Coy., won
further glory, becoming All Malaya Champion Discus and
Hammer thrower. A photo of his trophies is enclosed.
For a fortnight, two officers of the French Army in
IndoChina, Capts. Bentrescoue and Bonne, have been
staying with the Bn. to see how we live and operate in
Malaya. In exchange, Lt. John Langhorne, of D Coy., has
also been to IndoChina to see how the French live and
fight.
Lt. Langhorne was born in Shanghai and speaks
fluent French; he should do since he was brought up in
Paris, where his parents still live. He went first to French
/Army H.Q. at Saigon, then on to Hanoi and visited various
units in the Tonkin Delta.
The major event of recent Bn. activities was the cele
bration of our Regimental Day—Sevastopol Day—on 8th
.September. As far as possible this was a holiday, although
not all could be spared to come into Kuala Kubu Bahru.
The main events were an interCoy. shooling match, won
by B Coy. Full results were: —
Practice I. Practice 11.
Total.
B Coy
142
42
184
H.Q. Coy
126
27
153
A Coy
120
25
145
Sp. Coy
134
9
143
D Coy
115
15
130
C Coy
113
15
128
Sweepstake: 1st Major Buckle, 2nd Pte. Thornton,
3rd Pte. Pugh.
A football match, played mostly in the pouring rain,
was won by Kuala Kubu Bahru, 3 goals, v. The Rest, 1. At
hockey, H.Q. Coy. were defeated by The Rest by 2 goals
to 3. At 6 p.m. The Band and Drums beat Retreat on the
Padang, when Pte. Cloke, H.Q. Coy., the youngest soldier
of the Bn., since he only became 174 years of age on 6th
September, 1951, paraded in full dress, red tunic, and
carried the Sevastopol Drum, captured from the Russians
in 1855. Later a triangular indoor games contest was won
by the W.O's and Sgts. Mess v. the Cpls. Club and the
Officers' Mess.

Sgl. Hanlon explaining to Maj. Buckle (K.) the reasons for
his tardy return to base.

OBITUARY NOTICE
22413906 PTE. L. G. HOLLEBON.
B Cov., 1st Bn. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt.
It is with deep regret that we report the death of Pie.
L.. G. Hollebon, who died of wounds received on active
service on 22nd August, 1951. He was the eldest son of Mr.
and Mrs. G. Hollebon, of 39, ToIIgate Estate, Borough
Green, near Scvenoaks. He was aged 19.
The funeral took place at Kuala Lumpur on 23rd
August, 1951, with full military honours. A formal
memorial service was held later by the Rev. M. G.
Farnworth, which was attended by all his friends and
members of his Platoon.
22442030 PTE. D. R. I. ELSLEY.
D Coy., 1st Bn. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regt.

The missing men immediately after their return to K.K.B.

It is with deep regret that we report the death of Pte.
D. R. I. Elsley, killed in action on the 6th September, 1951.
He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Elsley, of 34, Weston
Avenue, Addlestone, Surrey. He was 23 years old.
He was a National Serviceman who joined 11 Platoon
of the Regiment when it formed on 11th July, 1951. He

From left to right: Cpl. Solly (Sigs.), Sgt. Hanlon. Ptes.
Jordan, Gates, Wooler, Springate (Sigs.), Flphick. Winn
(S.B.) and sitting, L/Cpl. Stockley, Pte. Love.
Not in the photograph: Ptes. Noakes, Berry '73.
and Coultrip.
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was keenly interested in his training and performed all his
duties with the utmost willingness. He was killed by bandit
fire whilst acting as leading scout in his Platoon.
The funeral took place at Kuala Lumpur on 7th
September, 1951, with full military honours.
A formal
memorial service was held later by the Rev. M. G.
Farnworth, which was attended by all his friends and
members of his Platoon.

" A " COMPANY
During the last month our jungle friends have been
reorganising their areas, with the result that the Tanjong
Malim district, which is our Southern end, has become
quite lively. Not to be outdone in the reshuffling 2 PI.
established a base on one of the estates down there, and
for a hectic fortnight chased round from pillar to post.
This move resulted in the finding of three camps and a food
dump containing rice, fish, cooking fat, etc. Records do
not state what happened to the food, but Goon, our Senior
Iban, looks quite fat now. To add to the excitement, the
bus station was set on fire. When the PI. arrived at the
scene they found two Communist flags, one red with yellow
hammer and sickle, the other with one yellow star.
The North end of the area was also quite lively, and
the railway suffered twice in four nights when the blighters
removed a piece of the track, causing the pilot train to
come off the line. After the first of these, Ungat, 1 Pi's
iban, picked up the trail and was away like a flash, with
everyone else hard on his heels. Just when we were begin
ning to expect a contact around the next bend, the rain
came down and wiped out all traces. Ungat practically
wept with disappointment. To make up for this, he was
allowed to fire our 2in. mortar one day, and came back
looking " chuffed zenith."
During the last week we have been having large air
strikes and 3in. mortar bombardments, just to keep them on
the hop, but we are all rather conscience stricken by the
thought of the British taxpayer, which, of course, includes
us!
We have had several guests up to this far flung out
station, including a very profitable and enjoyable stay by
a i tp. of 4 H. for a week, and the M.M.G. PI. for an
afternoon, when they proceeded to thrash us at Volley Ball,
and the Bde. Ordnance Officer for 5 days. He came out
on patrols with us, and did nobly, although he was later
heard to be humming a tune called, " Oh, my Aching
Back."
Our Coy. Cmdr. has deserted us for a month to go on
the father of all swans at Nairobi. We hope he won't
find it all work and no play. We are looking forward
to his return at " Bwana Flint."

" B " COMPANY
Another month has passed, and the Coy. is now
thoroughly settled in at Rawang. We have as usual been
fully occupied with operations, and we had an extremely
busy fortnight when nearly the whole Coy. was out every
day This period included " Operation Tideway," so called
as a river crossing was entailed, 3 men at a time crossing the
river in a small Malay sampan, which left only a few inches
of freeboard. To add to the hazards the river was said to
be full of alligators. The Coy. 2 i/c chose this operation
for his first trip into the jungle, and certainly got his
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" money's worth." However the bandits rumoured to dwell
over the mighty river, turned out to be nothing more than
local Sakai.
On September 8th, the Regimental Day was cele
brated. A large contingent from the Coy. went to K.K.B.
to enjoy the various sports and entertainments that were
organised. We also sent a shooting team to take part in
the InterCoy. shoot, and heartily congratulate them on
winning the competition and the very fine silver cup.
" B " Coy. was represented by: —
2/Lt. P. S. Leigh (M2 Carbine).
C/Sgt. Boorer (Rifle).
L/Cpl. Howard (Owen).
Pte. Thornton (Rifle).
Pte. Garraty (Rifle).
In the shoot the following individual results were
recorded: —
M2 Carbine—1st 2/Lt. P. S. Leigh.
Rifle—1st C/Sgt. Boorer.
Rifle—3rd Pte. Thornton.
This month has seen the departure of 2/Lts. Wilson
and BracewellMilnes for the U.K., where they will soon be
studying hard. 2/Lt. Wilson has been with the Coy. from
the start, came out with the Advance Party, and operated
for a month with the Scots Guards. He did a great deal
for the Coy. and we were extremely sorry to see him go.
2/Lt. BracewellMilnes was also a member of "Baker"
Coy. for some time before he went to H.Q. Coy. to start
education in the Bn., and though we no longer saw him so
often, we will miss his visits. We wish them both all the
best for the future. We also send all the best to Pte.
Thompson, who has now set sail for England, home and
beauty, having completed his Python Tour.
From the Sgts.' Mess we have also lost Sgt. Coughlan,
who has gone to Battalion Headquarters to become Provost
Sgt. Sgt. Coughlan had also been with the Coy. from the
start, and was in fact the last remaining member of the
original B Coy. Sgts.' Mess, and our oldest regular " Uiu
Basher." We are most sorry to see him go, but we are
sure he will be very successful in his new job.
Finally, the whole Coy. wish to express their deepest
sympathy to Mr. and Mrs. Hollebon on the death of their
son, Pte. Leonard George Hollebon, who died as a result,
of wounds received in'action on the 22nd August, 1951.

" C " COMPANY
As recorded in the forthcoming events column of last
month's " Q.O.G." Notes, we commenced the period with
an allout operation in the top part of our area.
All
Platoons and a group from Coy. H.Q. took part. Fire
support from the 3in. mortars and day and night bombing
were all part of the programme, the latter sounding almost
on top of the Coy. H.Q. " stops." 7 PI. and 9 PL, who were
considerably nearer to the target areas, must have felt even
more uncomfortable. As 7 PL's wireless decided to have
an off day, it is small wonder that the Coy. Comd.'s face
wore a rather worried look. C.S.M. Hills blooded his new
jungle boots on this operation, and there is some talk of
him being sent to the Far East Training Centre as an
instructor, having now achieved 48 hrs. "jungle" time. In
spite of much softening up, no sign of the enemy was seen,
and after 3 days we withdrew to the main base at K.K.B.
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to hatch other plots to encompass their downfall. Again,
in spite of much beating round the countryside, nothing in
the way of a body has been produced, although the rumours
have it that there are still some floating round our area.
8 PL, commanded by Sgt. Smith, sometimes assisted
by the Coy. 2 i/c, have searched the bottom of the area,
9 PI. under 2/Lt. Reoch have scoured the top part, whilst
7 PI. under 2/Lt. Howlett, with PI. Sgt., Sgt. Philips,
recently arrived from U.K., have Hogged round the Middle
Area and the Resettlement Camps, all without success.
Recently we loaned a PI. to A Coy. to operate for 48
hours in one of our old stamping grounds in the Trolak
Area, where banditry has rather flared up, and 8 PI. again
visited the scene of their first contact after arrival in the
country, Chunkit Lembah. By debussing just before dawn,
the PI. moved into the back of Lembah, through the weird
spot of country known as the Mountains of the Moon, and
after about 3 hours' steady march arrived at the back of
Lembah. It was here that Pte. Dudley thought he smelt
fish of the local dried variety, a quantity of which had been
found and destroyed on other ops. A shadow was also
seen flitting between the trees, but as there were no tracks
found, it was thought to be the ghost of Lt. Campbell
wafted up from the Basic Training Centre at Singapore to
revisit old familiar places.
Nothing further was seen,
although on the second day the hopes of the other troops
were rather raised at the sound of tremendous gunfire from
our area. However it was only the platoon carrying out
screening fire, which it had been instructed to do.
All Pis. are back now and again operating in our own
area, and it is hoped lhat shortly we shall be bringing back
the bacon, neatly suspended from a pole.
As a result of one of our ambushes in the Trolak area
some 3 months ago, several of the members of 9 PL, who
had been present when 4 food suppliers had been captured,
had a 2day visit to Ipoh High Court, to give evidence.
Sgt. Wilde, Cpl. Evans, Pte. Eggleson, L/C Harvey and
L/C Clark, were all required as having been in the ambush,
and it was later learnt that 3 Chinese had been convicted
of supplying the bandits with food. We haven't yet been
told whether we add these to the score sheet, but if so it
now gives the Coy. 2 killed, 3 captured.
We have been able to get cracking a bit on the Sports
side recently and finally finished our Marathon SemiFinal
Soccer Tie by beating the Band in the third game by the
only goal of the match. The Band very nearly pulled level
in the last minute, when they hit the post with the goal
keeper well beaten, and it is thought that they were almost
as relieved as we were that it didn't go in. We meet Sp.
Coy. in the final and hope to be able to see them safely off.
We met B Coy. in the Softball semifinal last Thursday,
and a draw was the result, both teams scoring 10 runs.
The ball was a bit motheaten and it was extremely difficult
to hit any distance, but it is hoped to produce a new one
when this semifinal is replayed. 7 PL have advanced a
step in the Platoon Volley Ball Competition by beating the
Mortars, and we are still awaiting the results of 8 PL and
9 PL's games.
Leave is proceeding at a slightly quickened rate, and
the Coy. now gets 5 vacancies a week for the 7 days' stay at
Penang. Leave can be taken by individuals at Singapore if
so desired, but the delights of Penang appear to be the
major attraction at the moment, and all who go bring back
reports of a very pleasant week spent swimming, fishing
and boating.

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE AFRAED OF
ELEPHANTS P
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

The Bn. recently celebrated Sevastopol Day, and the
Coy. took its due share in the competitions, most of which
were K.K.B. v. The Rest. Shooting in the morning,
followed by a hockey match and then a football match,
were rounded off in the evening by the usual Sunday night
cinema show being brought forward. To compensate for
this, a local troupe of conjurers cum snake charmers cum
fire swallowers was hired for the Sunday evening, but
turned out to be rather an inferior brand of the local Indian
troupe, and not as good as the Slim River Boys, average
age 74 years, who had performed for the Coy. at Trolak.
Much house hunting has been done recently by the
married members of the Coy., and also, it is rumoured, by
one or two of the single members (local newspapers please
don't copy), and a number of wives are expected out in the
next few months. The families' station is at Kuala Lumpur,
some 38 miles away, and with houses in short supply, getting
the first footing and thence the next step of applying for a
passage is a somewhat frustrating business. However, for
the record, both the C.S.M. and Sgt. Smith have completed
these first necessary steps and are now waiting hopefully
for their wives to come out " through the usual War Office
channels."
We have recently had a few reinforcements to the
Coy., whom we welcome and whom we hope will soon settle
down to life in K.K.B. We were also glad to see Cpl.
Dawson and Ptes. Nash and Perkins back with the Coy.
after a long spell in " dock," and hope they will soon be
completely fit again.
Our query: Where next and when?
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" D " COMPANY
It is with profound regret that this Coy. announces the
loss of one of its number, Pte. D. Elsley, killed in action
on 6th September. 1951. We should like to extend our
deepest sympathies to those bereaved. We hope for the
speedy recovery of Pte. J. Wright, slightly wounded in the
same action.
Patrol work has been continuous but unlucky now
there is a very real incentive and a score to be paid off.
The big activity has been the commencement of our detach
ment at Kerling. There was much to be done and already
many improvements have been made. An excellent job
was the rewiring of the Camp ; this, with the new road
block and the tangled masses around the Coy. Stores and
Arms Kote. gives the Camp quite an aggressive appearance.
No. II Pi. are on '"detachment" from us at Tanjong
Malim, living in bamboo and attap huts, with the luxury
or a river suitable for swimming close at hand. They are
expected to be there for a month.
The last trained draft, No. 12 PI., has joined us from
K.K.B. and are now busy with " ulu bashing." With one
PI. away, a heavy burden has been thrown on the PI. and
Reserve in Camp. C.S.M. Dallen can regularly be seen
standing outside the Coy. Ollice roaring for someone, usually
from the M.T. Section at the distant peak of the Camp, to
report to him. He bellows for the bugler to blow " Fail
In," so loudly that the call isn't necessary, and patiently
tries to dig out the men for escorts, fatigues, day picquet,
and, soldier's joy, Night Guard.
To sum up: Camp of hard work, good spirit, and a
strong ambition to get those bandits. Finally, we express
welcome to Lt. Langhorne on his return from his attach
ment to the French Army.
STOP PRESS.—Good news was received last night
that No. 11 PI. had achieved the Coy.'s first kill.

SUPPORT COMPANY
Sp. Coy. has once again reurned to the fleshpots of
K.K.B. and is back in its old role of reserve Coy. The
idea behind all this is to enable the specialists to get in
some training. Very little has been done so far as the
Vickers guns and A/Tk. guns have been taken away for
various reasons. The A/Tk. guns, however, are returning
today, so early morning gun drill will soon be the order
of the day. As a reserve Coy. we have a PI. at 10 mins.
notice to move, by day and night. The Coy. now being
organised into 2 Pits, for ops. and 3 for training, means
that Stand By comes round every other day. We hope,
however, to get some reinforcements soon. The Mortar
PI has at last returned to its rightful place. The PI. has
not taken kindly to its' move, as it will no longer be its own
master, and will have to do what it's told, when it's told.
The last few days at Kerling were as busy as ever.
Everyone wanted to get a bandit, but none were forth
coming. Several dates were given to us as the final date
of moving, and eventually we moved on 20th August, D
Coy. taking over. We wish them better luck than we had,
and may they improve the camp even more. On Wednes
day, 16th August, the Coy. had a going away party, which
commenced with a band concert lasting an hour and a half.
This was followed by a Special Supper and free beer in
the CharWallah's tent. At about 9 o'clock there was an
unfortunate occurrence—the CharWallah had run out of
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beer. But volunteers were quickly gathered, and extra
supplies were collected from K.K.B. At lights out all was
quiet and all either went to bed or were put to bed. The
M.G.s unfortunately had to leave on patrol early next
morning, and one or two people, from the highest paid to
the lowest paid, wondered if it was worth it.
The Officers and Sgts. respectively invited their own
guests, who included the Commanding Officer, Second in
Command and the R.S.M. There were also a number of
neighbouring planters and their wives, and the local Police.
Mention should be made here of the admirable way in
which the batmen, who are usually jungle men. rose to the
occasion, and could easily qualify as waiters in the West
End of London. Their hangovers testified to their
efficiency.
On saying farewell to Kerling, we also said farewell
to Mr. Batts, the Estate Manager.
He has been most
helpful during our three months' stay. Mr. Batts is retiring
this month to Australia after 31 years in Malaya. Sp. Coy.
wish him the best of luck and hope they don't stay as long.
A week after returning to K.K.B., the A/Tk. PI. and
I Sec. of the A/Pnr. PI. went on a deep penetration patrol,
the idea being to get to a bandit base camp way back in
the ulu. As a guide we had a surrendered bandit who was
reputed to know the country backwards.
On studying
maps of the area, the word " Swamp" appeared with
monotonous regularity, and horrible terrors were said to
be in store for the PI. In two days the edge of the swamp
was reached. The exbandit then said that the only way in
was by boat. Alas, there were no boats. So, it was foot
it or return. The patrol started off on foot and. having
gone nearly all day through some of the thickest jungle
swamps imaginable, just about got as far as it could. The
swamp by this time was getting rather deep and very
uncomfortable, and night was spent in pouring rain. When
daylight came, most people had sunk into the earth a matter
of inches. As luck would have it, the wireless set, in the
capable hands of Cpl. Solly and Pte. Springate (Sig. PI. I
worked, and we were given permission to return.
Our troubles, however, had only just begun. An air
drop was scheduled for the morning, but we were unable
to receive it at all. The 4th day was spent in getting out
of the swamp and as camping time approached we were a
very weary lot of men. Several incidents occurred which
now seem rather amusing. Not the least of these were Pte.
Goulden's processes of crossing log bridges—he unfortun
ately overbalanced once or twice, but stuck it out and is now
applying for a job as a tight rope walker.
On the 5th day the wireless set broke down and we
lost contact with the outside world. It was decided to
make an early start and bash on regardless, in the hope of
reaching rubber before dark. As a known bandit camp
had to be demolished, a party of 14, under Sgt. Hanlon,
were sent on ahead up the track. The main party made a
slight detour and demolished the camp. About 2 hours
later the main track was rejoined and it was obvious that
Sgt. Hanlon had passed that way, several elephants had
also passed! Everything went well until about 2 o'clock,
when it was plain that Sgt. Hanlon and his men were not
in front.
There was only one thing to do—get out as
quickly as possible and inform the Bn., so that a search
could be instituted. By this time nobody had any food
left and were all getting a bit hungry.
On the 6th day the missing men had not appeared,
and an Auster went up to locate them and their 88 set was
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heard, but they could not be pinpointed, being at the
time in a deep valley. They were, however, only about a
mile from rubber. On Sunday morning, still no sign. So
the Auster went up again and, after a very short while they
were located about 50 yards from rubber and marching
parallel to it. When they were informed about this, Cpl.
Solly's voice had to be heard to be believed. A few rations
were dropped and they were directed to the waiting transport.
Their appearance was somewhat frightening, with 7 days'
growth on their chins and tattered clothing and generally
looking pretty tired.
It transpired that instead of following the proper
track they had followed the elephants, mistaking the foot
marks for Pte. Gunner's size twelve boots.
On returning,
the 14 men consumed vast quantities of steak, eggs and
sausages.
With one accord the men praised the two
signallers and Pte. Winn (the stretcher bearer) for the way
in which they had battled on. Winn had been leading
Scout for the whole of the 6th day and cut a path to the
top of Bukit Belata (1,300ft.) without changing.
Apart from a few sore feet and general tiredness,
nobody was any the worse and are now back to normal.
Since last going to press, Cpl. Lingham has been pro
moted Sgt. and L/Cpl. Dodd to Cpl.
2/Lt. De Pury has now departed for England and
Cambridge University. We wish him the best of luck.
Lt. Fletcher has gone to Singapore on leave, where he
is reputed to have contacts.
The Coy. has now reached the final of the Football
Cup by beating B Coy. 2—0. The final will be played in
the near future, and we hope to record a victory in the
next issue. We have still to play B Coy. at cricket, and
hope to do that this week.
.STOP PRESS.—The Coy. has just registered its first
kill.—12th September.
HEARD ON OPERATIONS
After engagement with armed man (unidentified), the
PI. Comd., on approaching the body sees 3 of his men
coming towards him, and says, " Is it a bandit?"
Shaky answer by leading soldier, hearing, but not
seeing, his PI. Comd.—" Nono, ssir; don't shoot; itit'sP
Private MoMoMobjohn, sir."
The body was that of the bandit mentioned in Stop
Press.

H.Q. COMPANY
During the past month operations have fully occupied
.every subunit of the Bn. Even the office wallahs, store
men, cooks, etc., of H.Q. Coy. are now being used on a
voluntary basis to carry out short ambushes and checks.
So lar we have not got a bandit, but a check on a nearby
village, carried out at dawn as the rubber tappers and
miners were going to work, resulted in five females being
caught redhanded carrying food to the bandits. They now
languish in jail, where they will probably remain for some
time.
Amongst our other activities have been 2nd place in
the interCoy. shooting match on Sevastopol Day, when
2/Lt. Stock. Sgt. Fuller, Cpl. Mansfield, Pte. Reeks and Pte.
Cullis represented the Coy. In the field of sport the draw
and results so far are as follows: —
Cricket Final—H.Q. X v. A Coy.
Softball—H.Q. v. A Coy.

Volley ball—An inter PI./Coy. tournament has just
been started.
It is hoped next month to send a full report from all
our depts.

BAND

The last few weeks have been very busy, and engage
ments have been successfully carried out in Kuala Lumpur.
These consisted of the following: Selangor Turf Club,
August./September meeting; Sunday evening concert in the
Lake Gardens (inclement weather hindered this engagement
and we had to run for shelter after two items); Police Sports
Meeting, and the Malayan Soccer Final.
Quite a few
members speculated their dollars on supposed " dead certs "
during the Turf Club Meeting, but I am sorry to say that
not all of them managed to accumulate. The Dance Band
are working as hard as ever, and it is indeed a pity that the
Military Band engagements are so few and far between.
However, we are not discouraged by this, and when this
dearth ends we shall be more than ready for it.
The Stork has been very busy in Band circles this last
month, and congratulations go to C/Sgt. McCracken on
the birth of a daughter, and to Bdsm. Walters and Elliott
on the birth of sons.
Both Mrs. McCracken and Mrs.
Walters are out here in Malaya, so the happy events took
place in Kuala Lumpur.
Sport still is one of the highlights out here, and the
Band, in accordance with tradition, aquits itself extremely
well. The Bn. Hockey Trials were held recently and several
members were selected to represent the Bn. in future
matches. 1 know the old saying about selfpraise, etc., but
this is a case of " the truth will out."
The families of several members of the Band are due to
sail from England shortly on the " Windrush." We are
hoping they do sail this time, as there was some disappoint
ment recently when the sailing was postponed owing to
repairs.
This is just about the lot for this month, so until the
next issue, all the very best.
" Liam."

DRUMS

At last we find time to enter our piece in the " Gazette."
As usual we are busily occupied bringing in the Bns.' rations
and hunting about Malaya in the role of Scout car gunners.
Dmr. Barrett is unfortunately residing in hospital. We hear
the food there is quite good and that he is in no hurry to
ieturn. With two of our members attached to outstations,
Trolak and Kerling, we find it hard to muster enough for
parade, but the DrumMajor kindly steps into the breech
and is to be seen at the rear of the Drums lustily blowing
Ilute. Our congratulations go to the DrumMajor on his
recent promotion to C/Sgt. With a crown, drum and four
stripes, his jungle greens begin to look quite picturesque.
Since arriving at Kuala Kubu Bahru we have, with
the assistance of the Band, shown our paces by
beating Retreat at various outlying villages. The local
seem to enjoy this and turn out in great numbers;
why, we have yet to discover. It is whispered that
a certain N.C.O. of the Drums during the festivities
of Sevastopol Day was seen filling his pockets with
biscuits from the Sgts.' Mess. Perhaps it was " Drummie."
No more news presents itself at the moment and, not
wishing to take up more valuable space I will take this
opportunity to close down till next month
" Buzz."
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SERGEANTS' MESS
Jn view of the fact that the Sgts.' Mess did not contri
bute to last month's issue, everyone must be looking for a
full page this time, I will try to give you all the latest news.
One of the outstanding items of news is that the Sgts.'
Mess, with the rest of the Bn., upheld Sevastopol Day—
Saturday, 8th September. During the day inter Coy. shooting
and games competitions were held. The day was rounded
off with a happy evening spent in the Mess, the Command
ing Officer and Officers, together with the junior N.C.O.s,
attended for the evening. The Mess was made up in great
splendour, thanks to the noble efforts of the Entertainments
Committee (iood show) and our Mess, although only a
Basha, certainly made one feel at home.
Games of every description were played, one of the
most entertaining to watch was blow football.
1 think
" Bags of wind. Mark 1 " were indented for by members of
the Mess for this occasion. It was with regret that all
members were not present, but the jungle has got to be
bashed by someone.
At the moment a number of members have taken and
are taking 7 days' leave at a leave centre, a wellearned rest
for a good many of them. They all come back smiling,
so we must imagine that the centre does them well.
We congratulate the following on their promotion to
ranks as shown: Sgts. Sawyers, Jones and D/M Watts to
C/Sgt. C'pls. Lemar, Lingham, Pluck, King, Friend,
Proctor, Quinn, Heyfron, Henden to Sgt.
We welcome those members joining the Mess, and we
hope their stay with The " Queen's Own " will be a happy
one.
We welcome a number of new members to the Mess
and wish them all that we wish everyone who comes into
our midst. These members have joined the Bn. since our
last issue:—Sgts. Phillips, Vine, Cooper and Gough
(R.A.P.C.). No more credit worries.
Mention was made of the married families in our last
issue. The Mess still has only one wife out, but a number
of other wives are due out. I will not mention names until
they arrive, in case it turns out to be a bad omen. They
would have been here very soon had it not for the boat
that they were to come on went out of commission. How
ever, it is hoped that they will sail on the new appointed
date.
Jn view of the fact that our Pro. Sgt. is now a C/Sgt.
Sgt. Coughlan has been selected to fill that worthy post.
Up until now there are no writings on the walls of the Guard
Room.
In the sports field the Mess have had quite a number
of games of football and hockey, etc.. and have proved their
worth, showing that although the hair is a little thin and
that the tooth is a little old, they can still show the
youngsters the way'home. One of these matches—football
—was played recently against an outside team, we lost, but
they did not have their own way.
We must place on record another incident where the
old 'uns were there. C/Sgt. Watts, Sgt. White and Sgt.
Parker were selected to represent Selangor State at the Ail
Malaya Athletic Meeting, they did very well, and our Mess
looks a little brighter for the result in the form of a cup won
by C/Sgt. Watts. For his effort with a discus he came first
Congratulations, C/Sgt. Incidentally, this worthy C/Sgt.
said at the time of his promotion, "It is a good job badges
of rank and appointments are not made of metal. I would
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not be strong enough to carry them " (17 stone now to those
that know him). He has them all beat. They do not know
what rank to call him. sporting his C/Sgt. and D/M rank
together.
We have to say cheerio to C/Sgt. Heath and Sgt. White
who, through no fault of their own, have been transferred
to employment which is not quite so jungley. This is due
to medical reasons. We wish them all the very best on
their new employment.
To end, we are in the best of spirits out here, and
hope that all our friends, wherever they may be, are the
same. And our best wishes to you all.

BATTALION FOOTBALL TEAM
Since last going to press we have completed the first
half of the fixture list of the Ulu Selangor League Football
Competition.
To date the team, which always took the field with a
number of changes, usually due to operations, has played
9 games, winning 8 of these and drawing 1. We drew the
last match, which was against a local K.K.B. team called
the Belfield Club, after they had twice postponed the fixture,
and we were unlucky not to have won by several goals. On
a muddy ground they were on the defensive for most of
the game against a very scratch Bn. side, who unfortunately
lacked finishing power. Our regular inside right, Pte.
French of H.Q. Coy. would have made the little extra punch
required, but as the Coy. to which he was attached as a
mortarman was rather busy at that time, both he and Pte.
Fuller of B Coy., the Bn. left half, were not called on.
Defence has been the chief weakness to date, the
forwards have usually produced sufficent goals to enable
us to win, but shaky play on the part of defenders has given
sc me anxious moments.
We hope to fix some friendly games with some of the
other unit teams from Kuala Lumpur in the near future, to
gain a bit more experience for next season's competitions.
The InterCoy. K.O. Competition rather came to a
standstill whilst C Coy. and the Band were playing 3 games
before a decision was reached in their leg of the semifinal
round. However, with C Coy. notching the odd goal last
week, they now move on to the final, where they are due to
meet Sp. Coy.
A very entertaining game, K.K.B. v. The Rest, held on
the occasion of the Bn. celebration of Sevastopol Day,
resulted in the " Rest " being beaten by the odd goal in 3.
It rained heavily as the teams took the field, and was almost
the same as an English atmosphere within 20 minutes of
the commencement. It cleared up before halftime, and
after some quite good football the teams crossed over on
equal terms, neither side having been able to find the net.
Early in the second half. Pte. Kingsford, the " Rest's " right
winger, was unlucky enough to hit the bar with a storming
drive, with the K.K.B. keeper well beaten.
Shortly after, the " Rest," after some anxious moments
at both ends, notched a goal, which gave Sgt. Lingham, Sp.
Coy., no chance.
The " Rest" continued to press, and it was entirely'
against the run of the play when Capt. Deed took the ball
from the K.K.B. penalty area, past three players, and gave
Pie. Kelly, Sp. Coy., the K.K.B. right winger, a through pass,
which enabled K.K.B. to draw level, when a fine shot from
Kelly left 2/Lt. Hewlett, the Rest's goalkeeper, helpless.
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Interest flared up, and both sides produced some keen
football. A long shot from the K.K.B. right half produced
a rather unexpected goal, and in the closing minutes the
Rest missed a good chance to get on even terms when they
blazed a penalty kick over the bar.
The following represent the Bn. team in the Ulu
Selangor League: Sgt. Lingham, L/C Baker and L/C Hore,
Capt. Deed (captain), L/C Keeler and Pte. Fuller. L/C
White, Pte. French, Pte. White, Pte. Harman and Pte. Kelly.

SWIMMING
Since last month's report on the formation and
training of the Bn. swimming team, the Army competi
tions have taken place and our team acquitted itself with
great credit.
The first meeting, South Malaya District, was held at
Kluang in Johore State, which meant a long train journey
for the team and a stay of three days with the 13/18 Royal
Hussars. As our opponents had recently competed in two
swimming meetings, knew the swimming bath and realised
that we were stationed some 40 miles from the nearest bath,
they were, to say the least, optimistic and were predicting
the results before the competition. However, they reckoned
without our swimmers, who forced them to revise their
opinions. We were competing against the 13/18 Royal
Hussars, I Worcs. Engineer Training Centre and representa
tives from 221 Veh. Bn., Bde. Sigs. Sqn., and various other
individuals.
The first final was diving, in which our competitors,
Pie. Williams and Cpl. Forster finished first and second.
The next event was the 100 m. breast stroke, in which L/Cpl.
Garwood and Pte. Cox were first and third. These
excellent results at the start were maintained throughout
the competition and we were placed in every event. The
full results were as follows:
Diving—1 Pte. Williams, 2 Cpl. Forster.
50 m. Freestyle—Cpl. Taylor.
Plunge—3 Cpl. Forster.
400 m. Freestyle—L/Cpl. Andrews.
100 m. Freestyle—3 Pie. Cummings.
100 m. Breast Stroke—1 L/Cpl. Garwood, 3 Pte. Cox.
Relay—3 1 R.W.K.
100 m. Back Stroke—2 L/Cpl. Garwood.
Those who were first and second at the S. Malaya
District Meeting competed a week later at the Malaya
District Meeting at Kuala Lumpur. Here again the results
were very good. Unfortunately Cpl. Forster had broken his
arm and could not dive.
The results of the meeting were as follows: —
Diving—1 Pte. Williams.
100 m. Breast Stroke—1 L/Cpl. Garwood.
100 m. Back Stroke—3 L/Cpl. Garwood.
400 m. Freestyle—3 L/Cpl. Andrews.
Cpl. Taylor gave the winning team an excellent start.
Pie. Williams, L/Cpl. Garwood and Cpl. Taylor then
fiew to Singapore to represent Malaya in the Triangular
F.A.R.E.L.F. meeting. Here they found stiff competition
from swimmers who were fortunate enough to spend more
lime in the water than in the Jungle. Pte. Williams was
fourth in the diving. L/Cpl. Garwood fifth in the 100 m.
Breast Stroke and Cpl. Taylor swam very well in the relay.
In conclusion we congratulate the swimmers on their
splendid performance and look forward to more successes
in the future.

4th BATTALION
BATTALION H.Q.

A

T Bn. H.Q. during the last fortnight
there has been great activity as,
over and above the normal
routine, has been superimposed the hand
ing over and taking over, checking and
listing of documents, files and archives of
Bn. H.Q. The cause of this activity has
been a posting order which posts C'apt.
D. E. Blum from H.Q. Home Counties
District to take over the appointment of Adjutant from
Capt. I. H. Roper. Visits were paid to the Coy. Drill Halls
of the Bn. and the outgoing and incoming Adjutants have
asked that this opportunity may be taken to thank all Coys,
for their hospitality during these visits. The Bn. take the
opportunity of welcoming Capt. and Mrs. D. E. Blum to the
Bn. and wish them a long and very happy stay.
Capt. and Mrs. 1. H. Roper leave the 4th Bn. after a
period of over 24 years, and everyone feels immensely
grateful for all that they have done for the Bn. as a whole,
whether it be from the office chair or the social side.
We hope that their proposed visit to South Africa
materialises and that the shipping obstacle is soon overcome.
We also hope they will have a very pleasant time with the
1st Bn. in Malaya, even though Capt. Roper may have to
spend most of his time " Up a tree." We hope, however,
that it will not be long enough to change his identity.
Our very best wishes respectively of farewell and
welcome to both our Adjutants and their wives.
We were glad to have a letter from Capt. D. F.
Hackforth (ex 5 R.W.K.), date 4 September, 1951, in which
he stated that he was living in Durban and was an avaricious
reader of the Regimental Journal. Capt. I. H. Roper has
replied, giving him news of the Territorial element of the
Regiment and saying that he hopes to see him during his
passage to the 1st Bn.

H.Q. COMPANY
Annual camp is but three months past, and already
rumour and counter rumour, prophecy and contradiction is
rife on the subject of next year's concentration.
" From Greenland's icy mountains
To Folkestone by the sea
Are countless definite places
Where next year's camp will be.
It's said we'll go to Norfolk,
But I say 'poppycock"!
I think we'll go to Lancashire
And storm the Blackpool rock."
(See Bn. Editor's note below).
1 he Commanding Officer has now confirmed certain
recommendations for promotion and to those elevated
persons we offer our congratulations.
" The Sergeants' Mess has now grown terribly quiet, .
And whispered plotting goes on in the dark
Initiation horrible is planned
For the two new additions to their band.
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For those two stalwart Corporals—Smith and Mew
Are now both triplestripers, bright and new.
We trust that they will find it worth the while
And take their rough debagging with a smile.
While Privates Cheseman, Constable and Brough
Will soon discover they have cause enough
To give the Corporals' Mess a wide, wide berth
If they would 'scape becoming cause of mirth!"
The 1951 annual temporary parting of sweethearts and
swains has resulted in two weddings. Hearty and robust
congratulations have already been offered to " Wild Oats
Bamblett" and "Able Baker Brough." We still await an
opportunity to commiserate with their wives.
The social activities of the Coy. continue to be ably
managed by the Committee, vociferously supported by
I./Cpl. Brough (alias Mr. Speaker). The individual darts
knockout has reached its final stage, with Sgt. Corke to
play Sgt. Coulstock. The kitty has, however, already been
donated to the children's party fund, which seems to indicate
that someone has forfeited the game. In the team games
B Coy. were trounced 3—2, but are believed to be hoping
for a revengeful return match.
Support Coy. also were routed—this time on the
miniature range! Their defeat, however, was not encom
passed by our accuracy or by the panic that some of our
more erratic shots can create. It was accomplished by the
simple expedient of holding drum practice in the garage
at Bank Street. Under the experienced guidance of Jack
Breaden, flautists and drummers plied their instruments
with vigorous enthusiasm, to the apparent admiration of
the Commanding Officer, whose visiting day it was.
" Clubman."
Bn. Editor's Note:—The latest Camp rep. says Wales.

" A " COMPANY
Once again I am putting my pen to paper to bring 10
all personnel some of the interesting points which have
occurred during the past month, beginning with a mention
of the fact that the A Coy. members of the Sgts.' Mess had,
bv all reports, quite a successful day on the range while
taking part in the Sgts'. Mess Shoot at Tonbridge. Our
P.S.I. (C.S.M. Wilson) again came home with some of the
£ s. d., but then it must be understood how difficult it is to
keep him away from that commodity.
To continue with one item which I noted in the last
issue of the " Q.O.G.," the idea with which the higher
executives of this Coy. were blessed is now a happy memory.
The Coy. Dinner, which in itself was quite palatable, turned
out to be a very memorable function, although it was raining
incessantly throughout the evening it did not dampen the
spirits of the participants. To follow the meal, much beer
buying took place, but I am happy to note that yours truly
did not take part in the buying, only in the drinking (one
of my most cherished pastimes).
L/Cpl. Lampard attended a course of driving (406
Insp.) at Montreal Park on the weekend of our Coy. dinner,
but was able to present himself for the meal (any Buckshees
and he'll have 'em). I hope that the course did not improve
his driving, as it is considered about time we had a new
15 cwt. at Maidstone, and he is just the chap to bust up the
old one.
The recruiting position at Maidstone is as progressive

as can be expected, and I am happy to announce that we are
anticipating the enlistment of a N/S man with musical
qualifications. This, I hope, will release Pte. Nicolls from
the appointment of Bn. Mascot.
" Jobeca."

" B " COMPANY
The last month's exercises have proved most entertain
ing and variable. On the 23rd August we had the pleasure
of a visit from the C.O., which proved most entertaining, lt
is extraordinary how these visits seem to coincide with our
interesting training periods, which are therefore effectively
sabotaged.
However, rarely can sabotage take such an
agreeable form. We have only this evening had the honour
of entertaining (or should we say of being entertained by)
the departing Adjutant and his successor. To Capt. Roper
we say farewell with regret and with many thanks for his
efforts on our behalf and the understanding way in which he
has handled our problems. We wish him well in his future
travels and warn the bandits of Malaya that they should
be on their guard, " For Roper is on his way with his
bicycle "—he seemed to have some difficulty in finding it
last night! To Capt. Blum we bid a hearty welcome and
wish him success in his forthcoming difficult task. We shall
have more to say to him in the future!
Now for some local news. The Coy. entertained a
team from the local Paper Mills and shot against them in a
miniature range match. We must claim that our training
was in good state, for we won handsomely as well as claim
ing the highest individual score. We also had a competition
against Morphy Richards, one of our local factories. We
lost narrowly, but it was because we were trying out our
new .22 rifles, while they were using their competition rifles.
Our most enjoyable evening this month was spent in
the surrounding district on a map reading treasure hunt
exercise.
In spite of pouring rain, all objectives were
reached. This is hardly surprising in view of the fact that
a large proportion of them dispensed liquid refreshment.
It was noticeable that the D.S. arrived at the last one a good
deal after the remainder of the Coy. Was this through bad
map reading?
Recruiting seems to be improving and this month we
welcome two officers, Mr. Clemence and Mr. McCormack.
Soon we shall know more about them and you will see their
names more and more in the " Buster " as their presence
becomes felt. We have Walter Hurd as a new volunteer.
We cannot call him a recruit as he has had previous service
with the Marines, and Ptes. Wake and Newman, members
of the National Service Brigade, have now become volun
teers. We welcome them most heartily, and hope that
many other National Service chaps will follow their
example.
L/Cpl. Pennels has been doing M.T. training and,
judging by his appearance, he seems to have discovered
that his motor bike has a kick like a mule. Or has it at
last resented his ministration and kicked back? In any case
he has a most beautiful black eye.
" Busy Bee."
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G„"
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.
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" C " COMPANY
Once again with autumn fast setting in, our thoughts
arc concerned with the forthcoming winter programme.
Part and parcel with Ihese preparations has been the recon
struction of our Miniature Range, under C.S.M. Woolley
and Mr. Rogers. This has been greatly improved and is,
in our opinion, second only to the range of all miniature
ranges at Hythe. A great deal of hard work has been put
in by members of the Coy., which will prove invaluable in
the ensuing evenings.
We note that the W.Os. and Sgts. put it across the
Officers on Shoreham Range recently in their annual shoot.
A social evening followed in the Sevenoaks Clubroom, and
here the vanquished gave a far better display in other
spheres.
Our congratulations to C.S.M. Woolley, who was
selected to accompany the Commanding Officer on the
recent Divisional Exercise.
Whether it was the " brew
ups " for which he was responsible we know not, but he
emerged with flying colours.
" Pen Pusher."

SUPPORT COMPANY
By the time this issue is published we shall be into
October and the autumn will be upon us. Let us pause and
look back on the summer. We had a most successful Camp
with very little rain and gained the name of the " Kiwi
Boys." We have fired our rifle course, on a fine day for
a change. We all noted Capt. Marchant scored more
than usual; we are told that he attributes this to the better
weather.
Now for the past month: We have had the pleasure
of a visit from our Commanding Officer. Lt.Col. L. F. W.
Jackson. He showed great interest in our admin, and it is
stated that our P.S.I, came through with flying colours,
although there was some mention of stamped labels. He
then came and watched our training; some of us on R.T.
procedure, while others, with the able help of Capt. Large
demonstrated to him the intricacies of the slipper barrel
(wc would add that the T.V. viewers of Tollbridge were not
bothered by the 88 Sets).
The other outstanding event of the month was the visit
of a R.A.S.C. Company from Brighton for a weekend,
and we must congratulate our P.S.I., Sgt. Dowsing, on the
most interesting programme that he laid on. Wc sent out
two Carriers to escort the R.A.S.C. convoy into Tonbridge
and then on arrival sat clown to tea in a nearby cafe. In
the evening we gave a demonstration to the " ammo and
ration carriers " of the way we get our weapons in action.
We only hope they load the rations as quickly. We were
also pleased to see several of our wives and girl friends
among the spectators (perhaps not so many questions 011
what we do at 'he Drill Hall will be asked now). We
followed this by a .22 shoot which we won quite easily.
While this was going on, others were getting the social into
its stride and by the time the shoot was over a very happy
evening was well under way. At this stage, we of Sp. Coy.
would like to thank Cpl. Smith and Pte. Bamblett, of
H.Q. Coy., for their very kind assistance on the piano and
drums—they really made the evening go with a swing.
The morning duly arrived and it was rumoured that one
R.A.S.C. Officer and one N.C.O. went for a swim: the rest
of us arrived at the range in good time, and strange as it
may seem, there were very few thick heads. Castle Hill

Range echoed all the morning from the noise of rifle shots
and by 12.20 we had finished the course and once more won.
We all had the pleasure of hearing our own P.S.I, give
his brother (who. by the way, is P.S.I, of the R.A.S.C. Coy.)
a jolly good rocket for firing on the wrong target. We were
all given much pleasure by a visit from the Commanding
Officer who so kindly gave up his Sunday morning to sec
how we were all getting on. We retired back to the local
for lunch and refreshments and dispersed in the afternoon.
" Washout."

SERGEANTS'* MESS

Weapon training and classification firing have been in
full swing throughout the month, so just to keep in time
with the common herd and add to the confusion, the Sgts'.
Mess decided to hold its annual battle, i.e., the Officers' and
W.O.s' and Sgts'. Shoot. This year it was decided to invite
the members of the Tonbridge, Tunbridge Weils Branch of
the Past and Present Association to join us in this event
and so make it a threecornered contest. Their Chairman,
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie, accepted the invitation on behalf of
the Branch with obvious enthusiasm.
On the 25th August, the day of the big event, com
petitors assembled on Shoreham Range to do battle. Old
soldiers were to be seen fondly eyeing the muskets, with a
look in their eyes which said: "Just wait till 1 gel my hand
on yon musket, I'll show these young modern soldiers how
we shot at Ladysmith." It is rumoured that one old sweat
was said to have asked where the ramrod was and if the
priming pan and flint lock were O.K.
On the arrival of the Commanding Officer, Lt.Col.
L. F. W. Jackson, and his team of very determined Officers,
we commenced the shoot.
The events were as follows: —
200 yds.—Application;
300 yds.—Rapid;
300 yds.—Snap.
All above competitions were open to all comers. Prizes
were given for each event, also a prize for the highest
aggregate in each team, i.e., Officers, W.O.s and Sgts., Past
and Present.
The following arc the results of the above compc'.itions:
Application. 200 yds.—Sgt. H. Vallins;
Rapid, 300 yds.—Sgt. G. Maynard:
Snap. 300 yds—R.S.M. P. Byrne, D.C.M.
Highest Aggregates:
W.O.s and Sgls.\ R.S.M. P. Byrne. D.C.M.;
Runner-up: Sgt. H. Vallins.
Officers: Maj. C. W. L. Bird, T.D.
Past and Present: Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie.
Wooden Spoon: C/Sgt. Osborne.
The final event was the Team Shoot between Officers,
W.O.s and Sgts., Past and Present.
The conditions and practices for this event were
invented by the R.S.M.; 1 shall not attempt to describe
them here, as I am sure the Editor would return this con
tribution with a polite note to the effect that S.A.T. pam
phlets are already in circulation and may be obtained from
the Army Forms Dept. By the expression on the com
petitors' faces as the R.S.M. explained the practices, they
were quite prepared for him to say, "When all targets shot
at and all ammunition expended you will fix bayonets and
charge anything which may still he in sight—buttmarkers
excluded."
However, it proved to be a very exciting shoot from
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both the competitors' and spectators' points of view. The
whole shoot was based on falling plates, " bobbing jinnies "
(snaps) and 4ft. targets, in fact every known form of target
which would either fall over, disappear or remain rigid
was used in this shoot: the target shed was stripped of its
contents—in fact, the buttmarkers began to wonder, as
they listened when instructions were being issued, whether
they might even find themselves amongst other things to
to be shot at.
The event was fired in two details, three from each
team in each detail, so that each half team was able to
watch the efforts of the .other and bawl advice. It was a
grand freeforall, every man firing very deliberately but
very rapidly, with an eye to the time limit. It was a rifle
man's paradise—bags of targets, bags of ammo, and a
splendid light. The event was won by the W.O.s and Sgts.,
who after being beaten by the Officers last year, have
retrieved their honour.
The W.O.s' and Sgts'. team were: —
1st Detail: R.S.M. P. Byrne, Sgt. H. Vallins, C.S.M.
D. Wells.
2nd Detail: C.S.M. C. Woolley, O.R.Q.M.S. J.
Bread en. Sgt. W. Styles.
Results:
1st Detail
53
2nd Detail
52
Total
105
It was the R.S.M.'s field day, he having won the Rapid
Shoot, the Highest Aggregate, captained his winning team
in the threecornered shoot, and but for one shot would
have cleared the field. The R.S.M. proved beyond any
shadow of doubt the truth of the famous words, " He who
hesitates is lost." Ai the 200 yds application event consist
ing of seven rounds, he scored six consecutive bulls in true
musketry style: up. aim squeeze, but the seventh round he
hesitated : up, aim, down, rest; again up, aim, down, another
rest, when a still small voice at his shoulder murmured, as
he came into the aim for the third time: " Sgt.Major, you've
had it," he squeezed and he had " had it "—an inner, there
by letting Sgt. H. Vallins get away with it, and the still small
voice saying: " I told you so."
After the shoot was over everybody adjourned to C
Coy. H.Q. at Sevenoaks where the Commanding Officer pre
sented the cups and prizes. He said how delighted he was
to see the Past and Present taking part in this event and
hoped that it will be an annual event with the Past and
Present.
The Past and Present team was represented by the
following members: —
Maj. N. S. C. Elmslie, exR.Q.M.S. W. Pollard, ex
R.Q.M.S. W. G. Mouse, exR.Q.M.S. E. Rogers, ex
C.S.M. T. LatterStaply. Sgt. G. Wood. Sgt.
(Darkie) Wood.
The rest of the evening was spent enjoying the
hospitality of C Coy. We would like to thank C.S.M.
Woolley and Mr. E. Rogers for the excellent arrangements
and refreshments which were much appreciated. " Paddy "
Byrne's special thanks for the filletted egg sandwiches so
thoughtfully provided.
During the month two more members have joined the
Mess—Sgts. Mew and Smith. We would like to take this
opportunity of extending them a very hearty welcome to the
Mess and hope that they will be with us for many years
to come.
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REGIMENTAL
py DEPOT

S

EPTEMBER has been cool, wet and comparatively
busy. As regards sport, there is always a keen diver
gence of opinion as to what game should be played
at this time of the year. Football and hockey enthusiasts
point to the cloudy skies and become feverishly energetic
whilst cricket supporters, knowing they are fighting a losing
battle, gloomily survey the ever shrinking correspondence
in the daily press and the return of Football Pools coupons.
To satisfy both, a simple compromise has been reached on
the back field where all three games are played.
For the cricketers there are advantages as for example
the fast bowler from the Substandard Married Quarters
end has only to order third man to goal (F for football)
Medway end, long leg to goal (F) 30 yards range end, extra
cover to goal (H for hockey) Pavilion end and so on. The
same map references can be used by say the slow bowler
from the rubbish, or four letter, dump end The system is
simplified by the fact that in Depot cricket, the placing of
the field does not vary much with the type of bowler.
It
would, of course, make very little difference if it did. A
disadvantage cropped up when the permanent staff football
team defeated the recruits 12—1 and shortly afterwards saw
the cricket team dismissed for 14 by Maidstone Trades. In
spite of an alibi for many of the side in the form of a
passingout parade, comparisons were particularly odious on
this occasion.
Nevertheless, although we must admit that Depot
cricket depends more on atmosphere than skill, we have
completed a very full fixture
list, ably arranged by
O.R.Q.M.S. Waterman, having won eight and lost fourteen
matches. There have been several good individual perform
ances by 2/Lt. Gladders, 5 for 7 v. H.M. Prison Staff;
L/Cpl. Astley 8 for 44 v. Maidstone Grocers; Lt. Scouller
6 for 22 v. H.M. Prison Staff; and Cpl. Taylor, 4 for 4 v.
24 Reserves Flying School. In the batting, by Pie. Beer, 55
v. 24 R.F.S.; Cpl. Bracher, 63 not out v. Past and Present
Association; and also the R.S.M., who against Goudhurst
was given out early, but on being recalled by a farsighted
and generous opposing captain, returned to make 33 not out,
and this in only his third cricket season.
Our visitors always seem to enjoy playing at the Depot,
if only for their averages, and Sgt. Saywell and the cook
house staff never fail to provide an excellent lea. There
is much friendly banter, particularly during the almost
inevitable third innings.

The final charm about Depot cricket is that the batting
and bowling orders can be reversed without any loss of
efficiency.
While the hockey players cheerfully lay into each
other's lingers and shins on ground which must still be
described as under process of reclamation, the football team
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is definitely taking shape. The first outside match against
the Fire Brigade resulted in a loss by 5—2, but this was not
representative of the run of play, and we look forward to
a successful season.
One final word about games.
We are hoping this
winter to have basket ball in the Old Gymnasium, badminton
in the New Gym and tennis in the Drill Shed. In fact, we
have virtually got them already.
For the Regimental Anniversary we had a full pro
gramme over the weekend, part of which will no doubt be
reported upon more fully elsewhere. Briefly the events
consisted of two cricket matches, an Officers' Mess "Dutch"
cocktail party, a Sgts'. Mess Social evening and an all ranks'
Dance. All went off well.
The following Sunday we supplied a large contingent
for the Battle of Britain Church Parade at All Saints'
Church. The parade was headed by the Corps of Drums
from the Brigade Depot at Canterbury. They remained
with lis until the following Wednesday, when our second
PassingOut parade took place.
Col. Parry, the Brigade
Colonel, took the Parade, and there were many spectators,
including cadets from Tonbridge and Sutton Valence
schools. Just before the parade started, Mr. Bossom, our
M.P., arrived unexpectedly and took the salute at the march
past. Col. Parry congratulated the recruits, particularly
on their lurnout, and exhorted them to maintain this
standard wherever they were called upon to serve.
He
pointed out that in these days it was unhappily impossible
to ensure that they would spend all their service with their
own Regiment.
The second intake left Maidstone at 0730 hrs. and
soon afterwards the third Intake started arriving. This
Intake contains an outsize recruit who completely defeated
Maj. Pond's and the Ordnance Depot's efforts to provide
adequate clothing!

Among our many visitors this month have been the
Command Secretary, Mr. Buckell, of the Army Historical
Research Society, who came to see the Museum, and
Brigadier Karavias, of the Greek Army. The Brigadier, a
most distinguished officer, who must be almost unique in
having the D.S.O. and O.B.E. at the end of three rows of
medals, including the Greek equivalent of the V.C. with
two bars, spent two days with us. A guest night was held
in his honour, during which the healths of The King, The
King and Queen of Greece, and the ColonelinChief, were
drunk. Unfortunately the Brigadier spoke only Greek, but
his interpreter, who speaks no less than nine languages, did
noble work. An infantry man himself, he was particularly
interested in hearing the news of the 1st Bn.
A party of Tonbridge School Cadets spent five days at
the Depot, learning to become N.C.O.s, under the instruction
of Sgt. Palmer. They were visited by Lt.Col. Gray, who
commands their contingent.
Wc are very pleased to have among our civilian staff
many old members of the Regiment. Recent recruits arc
Messrs. Hendrick, Marlow and Taylor.
The C.O. was horrified the other day to come face to
face on the Officers' Mess staircase with the very dog whose
immediate expulsion from the Barracks he had ordered (vide
the "Trials and Tribulations of the Depot" in the May issue
of the "Q.O..G") following the slaughter of his chickens.
Apparently "Canine Records" had arranged some form of
cross posting to the Queen's Depot when, after much internal
juggling, this pure bred wolf was acquired by the Adjt. By
a coincidence this officer was detailed as member of an
Audit Board in Maidstone, whither he duly went, accom
panied by his dog. Some hurried explanations were made,
even as the Provost staff was being mobilized, and disaster
was averted.
On the 24th a cocktail party was held in the Officers'

Col. F. W. B. Parry inspecting personnel during the passingout paraae of National Service Men. the second
intake to be trained at the Depot.
Kent Messenger Photograph
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Mess for the Mayor and Aldermen of Maidstone, during
the course of which the whole party visited the Museum.
Brigadier Ingham welcomed the guests on behalf of the
Colonel of the Regiment, who was on manoeuvres.
The
party was a great success and will, we hope, stimulate
interest in the Museum among the inhabitants of Maidstone.
It is intended to open the Museum to the public every
Wednesday afternoon from 2—4 p.m.

SERGEANTS' MESS

T

HE "Regimental Day" (8th September 1855)
" Sevastopol," was celebrated in good style at the
Regimental Depot 1951 by a Regimental Weekend
and entertainment was laid on on 8th and 9th by the OtFicers
in the form of a "Cocktail Party " in their Mess, the W.O.s
and Sergeants with a " Social " and a Grand All Ranks
Anniversary Dance, in addition the Regimental Depot was
able to get in two cricket matches. Of course these events
called on all Mess members to put their shoulders to the
wheel to ensure that all our guests really bad an enjoyable
time.
The " Anniversary " Dance was slow in getting started,
but eventually it livened up and entailed a request for an
extension on the time of an extra hour, which, of course,
proves it was indeed a success. The highlight as far as
the Mess was concerned was the trouncing of the Maidstone
Branch Past and Present Association in their return cricket
fixture with the Regimental Depot, leaving us once again
ali square for the season. This was followed by entertain
ment in the Mess of the usual variety, except that the " Tip
it " piece was not revealed. The Sgts. may be keeping quiet
on this game in preparation of a serious match they have in
Town on October 1951, when they hope to beat up "62
Club " properly. Further report on this will appear next
month.
It has indeed been a sorry month for the R.S.M., to
whom we offer our deepest sympathy in the passing of his
younger brother M.Q.M.S. S. F. Hayley, of 3rd Bn. Royal
Tank Regt., attached to Vehicle Proving Establishment,
Longcross, Chertsey, who passed away following a very short
illness. He was interred at Maidstone Cemetery after a
service in All Saints' Church, on Saturday, 15th September,
1951, with military honours. The bearer party was provided
from members of the Regimental Depot Mess, viz. : Cr/
Sgt. S. Ringe, Sgts. A. Pratt, F. Saywell. N. Keating, C. Kent
and J. Palmer, under C.R.Q.M.S. A. Waterman. Our
sympathy is also extended to his widow and relatives.
Notification in Depot Orders of the changing hour of
" Retreat" reminds us that the nights are setting in and
getting cooler and we shall soon have to decide on our
entertainment programme for the forthcoming winter.
Another item was the ban of the wearing of lead weights in
trousers. It would appear that some members use these
for the purpose of preventing their trousers from coming up
when they should hang neatly over the top of the " Anklets,
web." Various reasons were made for this ban and some
are of the opinion that it was to prevent excessive wear,
others, that as the weights were not W.D. issue they should
not be used, thereby ensuring uniformity. Of course there
may be other reasons and no doubt they will come to light
when the barrack damage bill is received!
The R.S.M.'s carbuncle developed something of the

size of his tomatoes, and following a visit to the M.I. Room
he was mistaken for a Padre on arrival at barracks. We are
pleased to reporr, however, he has got rid of the carbuncle
now, possibly by transfer, for the Adjutant also had a fine
one on his neck at the time the Sgt.Major's had disap
peared.
Wc seem to have a crop of Colour Sergeants in our
new arrivals in Cr/Sgts. Saunders, Brett, Murphy and
Jones. Their stay' with us will be very short; immediately
following their long leave they will be posted. Cr/Sgt.
Murphy did in fact receive a posting but decided to have a
visit to hospital. We hope by this time he will have had his
operation " RearGuard," and on the way to recovery.
I have been informed by the Editor that he has plenty
of material for the " Buster " this month, so must necessarily
cut down on our usual contribution. However, we hope to
give more news next month, following the Past and Present
Gettogether and Social on 20th October, 1951, when we
shall have the pleasure of listening to the Band of The
Buffs.
Sgt. Keating has now proceeded to Aldershot for his
course with a view to transfer to another arm of the Service.
We wish him success, and hope he was able to improve his
skill at Snooker and Golf on our billiards table during his
short stay. Sgt. Huntington has dropped in for a job in
connection with Army manoeuvres with an Airborne Brigade
H.Q., so he will be rejoining again towards the end of the
month.
McCartney.
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R. SCRASE. Bn. representative of the 8th Bn.
informs us that the Bn. O.C.A. has been more or
less moribund since 1939.
Will Branches, or individual members, please forward
to Mr. Scrase at 29. Morton Gardens, Wallington, Surrey,
the name of anyone who served in the 8th Bn., who is
willing to undertake the task of reviving the 8th Bn. O.C.A.

NOTICE
All exmembers of the 5th Battalion are cordially
invited to join " B " Company at their Sixth Annual Reunion
Dinner and Dance, which will be held on Saturday, the 24th
November, 1951, at "The Green Man" Hotel, Catford,
S.E.6. Tickets are 12/6 each and may be obtained from
L. Clarke, 62, Summerfield Street, London, S.E.I2. Further
details will be given on request.

EX " B" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION

W

E were very pleased during this month to accept
a challenge from our old friends at " The Buck's
Head " to an evening's fun and games, including
a darts match, on our home ground, and it only waits now
for the date and time to be fixed. We have been on the
receiving end of a great amount of hospitality from the
"Snows" and it will indeed be a very great pleasure to be
able to return some of it though we shall never be able to
catch up with them. More of that anon.
We are very busy at the moment making the final
preparations for our Sixth Annual Reunion at the " Green
Man, which promises its usual support, plus several " new
comers " to the fold, who have promised us their company.
By the time this appears in print it will almost be too late
to apply for tickets, as the seating accommodation is limited
to 120. However, there may be a few left, and we cordially
invite, not only members of our own fraternity, and mem
bers of the 5th Bn., but also other representatives of the
Regiment who would like to spend an evening in outstand
ing enjoyment.
Full particulars are given above.
Our meeting on the first Saturday in September was a
real smasher and will certainly be one to be remembered
by all who were lucky enough to have been there. There
were about 24 bods in all present, but the number didn't
matter. For some unknown reason, jollity prevailed much
more than usual, and the evening wound itself up jn a riot
of " music," organized in the main by friend Bert Acott,
aided and abetted most ably by our usual choral society,
led by Harry Lake. Alf Franks turned up with his flute on
which he merrily tootled the accompaniment to whatever
was going.

Early on, however, the emphasis was on darts, for
there were many matches waiting to be played in the
Second and Third Rounds of the Competition for Maj.
Winston's Challenge Cup. Shortly, the results were: Hon.
Secretary knocked out Hon. Treasurer; Horace Maskell
dittoed Alf Franks; Albert Manvell (the holder) defeated
Dick Hale last time, and this evening knocked " Dusty "
Miller for six. Bert Acott settled Charlie Sayer's hash; and
brother Tom went down fighting to our Pat.
There should be a Jot of exciting matches to report in
our next, for, judging from this evening's play, there's not
much in it, although Albert is still favourite !
Harry Lake did his stuff in the beginning by organizing
a 2/6 kitty—a thankless task, so let's here give him many
ta's for his services.
Bert Leworthy came up again from Sevenoaks to see
us, and we had a " stranger " in our midst in the person of
onetime Company Storeman, Charlie Bailey. Charlie has
left British Railways to fend for itself these days, and we
are hoping it will survive the shock.
For future events, we have quite enough on our plate
for the present, with our Dinner in the immediate oiling,
and the date wjth the Snows knocking about, plus
Christmas, and all it entails. We can, however, say that wc
have booked a date for May the 10th next year for our
Social Dance at the " Green Man," but it's too early to talk
about that yet !
The Prize Bee competition this year is practically at its
end, and it only awaits the points to be scored at our
October meeting to be completed. Actually, of course, it is
practically a dead cert., unless something drastic happens,
but we mustn't anticipate.
Which will do for now.
" Nightingale."

11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

T

HE Association was represented at the Annual Service
at the Garden of Remembrance, Bellingham, London,
S.E.6. on Sunday, 2nd August, 1951, by Mr. W. W.
Toomer, M.M., who carried the Standard; Messrs. Jim
Collins, S. Knight, Sid Lewis and W. Tranter. The latter
again met two members of the first company formed, which
he helped to train. Collins and Knight, and he was most
delighted and happy to renew old comradeships.
Mrs. Collins and Mrs. Tranter accompanied their
husbands.
The attendance was not up to expectations, due to bad
weather, but the service was a very impressive one, and a
fitting tribute paid to those of all services who gave their
lives in the last two World Wars.
The Mayor of Lewisham, together with the Mayoress
and Corporation, were present, and a large number of
British Legion Standards gave colour and pride to the
occasion, especially as they dipped in salute as a trumpeter
of the Royal Artillery, in full dress, sounded the Last Post.
Len Dawson, Hon. .Secretary ol the Association, being on
holiday, was unable to attend.
Mr. and Mrs. Bull, Mr. W. Riggall and party led the
Association party at the London Branch social on 8th
September, 1951. Many others were kept away, due to
holidays. All, T am sure, enjoyed a very happy and enter
taining evening.
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Members are reminded that the Annual Dinner takes
place at the Falstaff Restaurant, Eastcheap, on Saturday,
10th November, 1951. The Colonel of the Regiment has
promised to be present and will present the M.S.M. to
exC.S.M. W. Tranter. All members are strongly urged
to come along, meet their old comrades and have a jolly
good time.
Please write to L. W. Dawson, Hon. Secretary, 6,
Bramley Way. West Wickham, Kent.
Members are also urged to support the Annual Re
membrance Sunday Service at St. Laurence, Catford, S.E.6,
11th November, 1951.
It is hoped that the service will begin at the usual
time, 11.30 a.m., and that confirmation of that will be
possible in this issue.
The Association will be represented at the Induction
Service of the new Vicar of St. Laurence, which takes
place on Friday, 21st September, 1951.
The new Vicar, the Rev. G. E. Hudson, takes the
place of the Rev. Basil W. B. Mathews, a very good friend
of the Association, whose retirement we deeply deplore, but
we hope that Mr. Hudson will be to the Association as Mr.
Mathews was, and we heartily welcome him.
If any member knows of any old comrade of the 11th
who is in distress and needs a little help (i.e., in coming to
the dinner, too, there is a special fund for that purpose)
now or at the Festive Season, please let Mr. Dawson know
at once.
With greetings to all Branches and members of the
Association.
The Hon. Secretary and Mr. S. Knight were present
by invitation and represented the Association at the
Induction of the Rev. Gerald E. Hudson, M.A., to the
Vicarage of St. Laurence, Catford, by the Right Rev. The
Lord Bishop of Southwark, on the 21st September last.
The connection with the Church and our Bn. goes back
to 1915 and it will be remembered that our Padre, the Rev.
Basil W. B. Matthews, recently resigned from the living.
Members will have the opportunity of meeting his suc
cessor on Remembrance Sunday.
" Private Banks."
Hon. Secretary's Note.—Members of Branches and
other O.C.A.s will be very welcomed guests at our Dinner
on the 10th November, and, of course, special arrangements
will be made for their seating. Those interested should
write to L. W. Dawson. 6, Bramley Way, .West Wickham,
Kent.
It is hoped that our high standard will be maintained
and everyone will be assured of an enjoyable evening.
L.W.D.

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

T

HE first monthly meeting of the Branch at its new
headquarters, "The Prince of Wales," 52, Perry Rise,
Forest Hill, London, S.E.23, took place on Friday,
14th September, 1951. There was a very good attendance
and all appeared to be well pleased with the change, for
with a nice cosy room and a very helpful landlord, the
future of the Branch and good support should be assured.
Sid Terry took the Chair and before formal proceed
ings were opened, Albert Medhurst rose and presented the
Chairman with a beautifully executed drawing of the Regi

mental Crest and Battle Honours, with the name of the
Branch inscribed underneath, which, mounted in a very
suitable frame made a striking feature. The Chairman,
accepting this very generous gift, which was most warmly
applauded, said: " Mr. Medhurst, I accept this lovely token
on behalf of the Branch, which will hang in the place of
honour in the club room. I thank you most sincerely."
The first item on the agenda was the proposed Con
stitution and Rules of the Branch, which, together with
Albert Medhurst, the Committee had worked on for a
month.
They were formally read by the Chairman and Mr.
Wilks proposed and seconded by Mr. Boughton that the
Rules be passed as read and adopted by the Branch. The
change of headquarters was approved following a proposal
to that effect by Mr. Albert Medhurst.
The Hon. Secretary reported that correspondence was
in being regarding a Standard. The Branch would be kept
informed of progress.
The Chairman made an appeal for the Standard Fund,
which was making slow but sure progress.
It was proposed that a coach outing should be held
on Saturday afternoon, 13th October, 1951, to Godden
Green, Sevenoaks. Tea would cost 2/ per head. Details
of coach travel will be given at next meeting.
Members of the Branch were asked to go to the Drill
Hall, Penge, on Tuesday, 18th September, 1951, for a
practise shoot, by courtesy of the O.C., 4th Bn.. D Coy., to
whom we express our thanks.
The very successful darts matches with the famous
Catford Wanderers Sports Club last season caused an
immediate favourable response to renew the matches and
the Hon. Secretary was instructed to "get busy" (? ? ! !).
Regarding the Annual Branches' Social at Maidstone
on the 20th October, 1951, it was agreed to join hands with
the London Branch regarding a coach trip. Details will be
given at the next meeting.
That ended formal business.
Mr. L. Clarke proposed that Mr. Albert Manvell be
elected a member of the Branch. This was seconded by
Mr. Wilks and approved, and the Chairman warmly wel
comed Mr. Manvell, hoping that he would be happy with
us. Another new member was elected, in his absence, for
Mr. D. Baker was proposed by Mr. T. Sayer and seconded
by Mr. L. Satchell and formally agreed to.
1 he meeting ended at 9.5 p.m. and the rest of the
evening was spent in darts and a house warming singsong,
with Alec Cameron at the piano and Joe Saunders and Len
Clarke leading 'the choruses, generously assisted by many
others.
It was a most useful evening and happily enjoyed by all.
About 20 members, their wives and friends supported
the London Branch Festival Social Dance on the 8th
September, 1951, and thoroughly enjoyed the dancing,
entertainment, fun and games, as well as the excellent
buffet.
We congratulate the London Branch on a very good
show, which, no doubt will be reported elsewhere.
My last task now is one which hurts me, because I
offer to Mrs. Hayley and family most sincere regrets and
sorrow in the loss of her son. on behalf of my Branch. More
cannot be said.
" Ravensbourne,"
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CHATHAM BRANCH

UR monthly meeting, held at the Drill Hall on Mon
day, October 1st, was opened by the Chairman,
C. J. Williams at 8 p.m. and welcomed the return
to the Branch of Mr. A. V. Banks, a former member.
Apologies for absence were received from Maj.
Brothers, J. Munden, Davison, A. Tapp, M.C., Stonham,
Miskin, Wickham, M.M., McKay, Salisbury.
Minutes of 3rd September were read and confirmed.
Accounts to date were read and accepted. Letters read
from Maj. Brothers and All Tapp on holiday, Davison at
work and Joe Munden. and from H.Q. re Field of Remem
brance at Westminster and the Remembrance Day Service
in Whitehall.
The Secretary reported that coach seats were filled for
October 20ih Reunion Social at Maidstone.
The Branch Standard was on parade for Battle of
Britain Sunday.
The booby prize was won by Tommo. A second
parcel was auctioned and Tommo again scored. He said
he was pleased to be back in town again at the " Marl
borough Head," Frindsbury, and able to attend the meet
ings more regularly.
Meeting closed 9 p.m. Next meeting is the Annual
Meeting on November 5th.
G. Anchors.

I

LONDON BRANCH

N commencing this month's contribution. 1 should like
to thank Alf Waterman for his very kind assistance
anent last month's copy, and the preview was much
enjoyed by all our Branch. That over, I can now state that
1 will send the London Branch news on approx. the 20th of
each month, so that I can give the normal news of our
previous meeting and any special news extra, so that
should tie up all the ends.
There are occasions when our meeting falls on the last
day of the month and this gives little or no time for a
writeup, so here's the news for this month.
Naturally, most of the contribution is taken up by our
Festival of Britain Dance—a really grand show, but more
of that later, as I must touch on Branch news first.
We were pleased to see our Chairman, Mr. Elson, back
with us again and looking very fit and well after his
holiday. Had he told me he'd been sunbathing in the South
of France, I could not have doubted him, he looked so
well. We noticed with pleasure that the members had
turned up in great strength again, over forty being present.
A new member, my old friend, Maj. B. C'. Chandler, later
a prewar Grenadier, now of the R.A.O.C.. was welcomed
in the usual manner. That he now serves with " Ord."
matters iittle, we know his heart will always be with " The
Queen's Own." Like many others, myself included, we have
upheld the corps with which we've served whilst with it,
but we have, I'm sure, always been proud to say, " I'm
really a member of ' The Queen's Own,' and they stand
first."
We had our usual percentage of officers—Col. B. L.
Clay, Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell and Maj. E. S. Bredon being
present in addition to Maj. B. C. Chandler. 1 wish 1 could
mention every member by name to say how glad we are
to see them at our meetings, but 'twould take too much
space, but do keep up this grand spirit, lads, we can do
with your company always.
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" Darkie " Cummings was present, and it was good to
hear Mr. Edwards' voice again during the meeting. Wc
had our usual visitors from Strood, the Keeler family, who
are wonderful supporters, and I was pleased to see one or
two of the Catford members there, especially " Scruff"
Boughton, the onetime drummer. We had expected Joe
Saunders also, but he failed to put in an appearance despite
the promises. We must give you up as a bad job, Joe—
must keep the old promises, yer know !
We trust Mr. Lewis, whose company we have missed
for the past couple of meetings is now back in good health
and we hope to see him at our next. All our usual mem
bers were present and we were all set for a good evening.
Usual minutes and agenda went through very well, and then
we were confronted with the news that our Chairman, in
view of one or two remarks, had decided he would resign.
This led to many and varied speeches from all sides. Harry
Worsley spoke, lengthy, not quite hitting the nail on the
head: '' Dusty " Miller, short, good intentions; Mr. Edwards,
let's have a vote of confidence; Len Remfrey, let the matter
drop; Col. Clay, Maj. Bredon, we want no split in the
Branch, and despite continual interruptions from Mr. Scott,
it was eventually put to the vote at the request of our Chair
man. and wc were all very pleased to see a whole forest of
hands go up in favour of Mr. Edwards' vote of confidence,
with only one dissentient, and we were more than pleased.
Certainly there will not be a split in the Branch, that is
certain, and the difficulty, if it was a difficulty, was sur
mounted. and everyone was relieved that we had debated the
point and settled it to the satisfaction of everybody
concerned.
We were also called upon to give our ideas and sugges
tions in respect of individuals, whether or not belonging to
the Branch, becoming recipients of small grants from our
funds. This led to remarks from all sides, and it was
eventually decided to leave it to the Committee. One case
in particular was the subject at a committee meeting held
later, when it was decided to place the matter before the
Compassionate Fund Trustees at The Depot, provided there
was no objection at our next meeting.
This ended our evening's entertainment ! We do not
seem like a batch of comrades during the meetings at times,
but it does please all sides to have its say, and the most
friendly atmosphere reigns once the meeting is over. I
understand Trefor Thomas finished up mine host at his flat,
with guests Maj. Chandler and Len Remfrey. Now to the
dance.
Two committee meetings were held to discuss arrange
ments, prizes, invitations, duties, etc. Messrs. Remfrey and
Cole had already laid on the hall and put in all the spade
work, but it remained to set the final scene for the show.
Thus we find the committee sitting twice at the residence
of Bill Cole, who very kindly supplied the beer, to decide
the tasks such as are necessary to ensure the smooth run
ning of any dance. So much always depends upon the
backroom boys, and on this occasion all those detailed
carried out their jobs so well that there was no hitch all
evening. So for your sterling work, many thanks indeed,
Bill Cole, Harry Lake—the M.C., Harry Wilks and Charles
Dumbrell. To the Maidstone Branch we extend our hearty
thanks for your Standard which helped to make a brave
show, and to those grand people who came with it as visitors
and caretakers combined.
Many thanks, too, to those generous people who gave
prizes for the raffle and lucky number, which seemed never
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ending, but in fact were one lucky number prize and seven
raffle prizes, the raffle being held to help get funds for two
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was at the time on leave, played an excellent innings and,
with Pte. Astley. they carried the score to 59, when Astley
was bowled by Sedge for 17. At this stage only 29 runs
were required, and in view of the Depot's recent perform
ances it was just a chance that we might pull the match off.
But Cpl. Bracher and Lt. Scouller played steadily and
eventually passed our score. The Regtl. Depot continued
to pile on the agony, and Mr. Scouller was lbw to Fred
Grant at 83 for 7. Stumps were finally drawn with the
Depot score at 107 for 6, with Cpl. Bracher 63 not out.
However, it was a most enjoyable game.
Following the match, members were entertained to a
social evening in the Sgts.' Mess. It was most unfortunate
that R.S.M. Hayley was not with us but, through unvoid
able circumstances, he was prevented from taking any part
in what was a most successful Regtl. weekend.
On the 16th September the Branch was represented in
the Maidstone Battle of Britain Parade Service, when a few
members attended, together with our standard as is the
uuial practice all local ExService Associations and Service
men took part.
The recruits from the Regtl. Depot,
headed by the Corps of Drums from Home Counties, were
on parade, and were very smart indeed, and were a credit
to the Regiment.
Our monthly meeting was held on 21st, but not quite
so many were present, due partly to holiday season, not
forgetting "Hopping"! ! The Chairman requested members
to stand in silence as homage to the late M.Q.M.S. Hayley,
brother of R.S.M. Hayley, who had recently passed away.
Our sympathy is extended to his widow and relatives. We
were pleased to see yet another new member, Mr. Spain.
Chief items discussed were forthcoming indoor games com
petition and shooting, in which we hope to set a very high
standard among the local exService Associations. Our first
games evening is fixed for 9th October, when we meet the
R.A.M.C.O.C.A., who gave us a beating up last year. As
we are about to go to press J am pleased to report that our
tennis team managed to win their final match versus the
R.A.F. Association (Maidstone Branch) and thereby become
winners of The " Bossom " Cup tournament for 1951. Our
thanks are due to Lt.Col. Craven, Capt. Carey, Lt. Waters,
Fred Grant and Sgt. Keating, who took part in some of
the matches. The weather has been most unfavourable for
tennis on grass courts, and the final match had to be played
off on a hard court. Capt. Carey was not in his usual form
in the last match, having lost his singles by 6—5, 6—0. But
1 believe that is the only game he lost throughout the
tournament.
At this meeting Mr. Wainscott produced the shield
which is to be presented to the ExServices Club of
Maidstone. It was passed round for members to see and all
were very complimentary on the excellent carving and a
very hearty vote of thanks was made to Mr. Wainscott for
kindly undertaking to produce the shield. The presentation
to the Club will be made in due course.
Will members please note the following dates of our
future activities: —
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
1951.
19 Oct., 7.45 p.m.—Monthly Meeeting—Sgts." Mess, The
Barracks.
20 Oct., 7. 0 p.m.—Grand Social and Gettogether, all
Branches, Past and Present Association, New
Gymnasium, The Barracks, Maidstone.

6 Nov., 7.30 p.m.—Indoor Games Evening versus R.A.F.
Association (Maidstone Branch), at ExServices Club,
Ashford Road, Maidstone.
12 Nov., 8. 0 p.m.—Small Bore Meeting match versus
R.A.F. Association, Miniature Range, The Barracks,
Maidstone.
10 Nov.—British Legion Festival, The Drill Shed, The
Barracks.
11 Nov., 11.0 a.m.—Remembrance Day Service and
Laying of Wreaths at Maidstone Town Memorial,
followed by Short Service and Laying of Wreaths at
Regimental Cenotaph, Brenchley Gardens.
16 Nov., 7.45 p.m.—Monthly Meeting, Sgts.' Mess, The
Barracks.
It is hoped that Branch members will give their full
support to the above.
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CHATHAM BRANCH

UR monthly meeting, held at the Drill Hall on Mon
day, October 1st, was opened by the Chairman,
C. J. Williams at 8 p.m. and welcomed the return
to the Branch of Mr. A. V. Banks, a former member.
Apologies for absence were received from Maj.
Brothers. J. Munden, Davison, A. Tapp, M.C., Stonham,
Miskin, Wickham, M.M., McKay, Salisbury.
Minutes of 3rd September were read and confirmed.
Accounts to date were read and accepted. Letters read
from Maj. Brothers and Alf Tapp on holiday, Davison at
work and Joe Munden, and from H.Q. re Field of Remem
brance at Westminster and the Remembrance Day Service
in Whitehall.
The Secretary reported that coach seats were filled for
October 20th Reunion Social at Maidstone.
The Branch Standard was on parade for Battle of
Britain Sunday.
The booby prize was won by Tommo. A second
parcel was auctioned and Tommo again scored. He said
he was pleased to be back in town again at the " Marl
borough Head." Frindsbury, and able to attend the meet
ings more regularly.
Meeting closed 9 p.m. Next meeting is the Annual
Meeting on November 5th.
G. Anchors.

I

LONDON BRANCH

N commencing this month's contribution. I should like
to thank Alf Waterman for his very kind assistance
anent last month's copy, and the preview was much
enjoyed by all our Branch. That over. 1 can now state that
1 will send the London Branch news on approx. the 20th of
each month, so that 1 can give the normal news of our
previous meeting and any special news extra, so that
should tie up all the ends.
There are occasions when our meeting falls on the last
day of the month and this gives little or no time for a
writeup, so here's the news for this month.
Naturally, most of the contribution is taken up by our
Festival of Britain Dance—a reaily grand show, but more
of that later, as 1 must touch on Branch news first.
We were pleased to see our Chairman, Mr. Elson, back
with us again and looking very fit and well after his
holiday. Had he told me he'd been sunbathing in the South
of France, I could not have doubted him, he looked so
well. We noticed with pleasure that the members had
turned up in great strength again, over forty being present.
A new member, my old friend, Maj. B. C. Chandler, later
a prewar Grenadier, now of the R.A.O.C.. was welcomed
in the usual manner. That he now serves with " Ord."
matters little, we know his heart will always be with "The
Queen's Own." Like many others, myself included, we have
upheld the corps with which we've served whilst with it,
but we have, I'm sure, always been proud to say, " I'm
really a member of 'The Queen's Own,' and they stand
first."
We had our usual percentage of officers—Col. B. L.
Clay, Lt.Col. C. S. Durtncll and Maj. E. S. Bredon being
present in addition to Maj. B. C. Chandler. I wish 1 could
mention every member by name to say how glad we are
to see them at our meetings, but 'twould take too much
space, but do keep up this grand spirit, lads, we can do
with your company always.
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" Darkie " Cummings was present, and it was good to
hear Mr. Edwards' voice again during the meeting. Wc
had our usual visitors from Strood, the Keeler family, who
are wonderful supporters, and 1 was pleased to see one or
two of the Catford members there, especially " Scruff"
Boughton, the onetime drummer. We had expected Joe
Saunders also, but he failed to put in an appearance despite
the promises. We must give you up as a bad job, Joe—
must keep the old promises, yer know !
We trust Mr. Lewis, whose company we have missed
for the past couple of meetings is now back in good health
and wc hope to see him at our next. All our usual mem
bers were present and we were all set for a good evening.
Usual minutes and agenda went through very well, and then
we were confronted with the news that our Chairman, in
view of one or two remarks, had decided he would resign.
This led to many and varied speeches from all sides. Harry
Worsley spoke, lengthy, not quite hitting the nail on the
head; " Dusty " Miller, short, good intentions; Mr. Edwards,
let's have a vote of confidence; Len Remfrey, let the matter
drop; Col. Clay, Maj. Bredon, we want no split in the
Branch, and despite continual interruptions from Mr. Scott,
it was eventually put to the vote at the request of our Chair
man. and we were all very pleased to see a whole forest of
hands go up in favour of Mr. Edwards' vote of confidence,
with only one dissentient, and we were more than pleased.
Certainly there will not be a split in the Branch, that is
certain, and the difficulty, if it was a difficulty, was sur
mounted. and everyone was relieved that we had debated the
point and settled it to the satisfaction of everybody
concerned.
We were also called upon to give our ideas and sugges
tions in respect of individuals, whether or not belonging to
the Branch, becoming recipients of small grants from our
funds. This led to remarks from all sides, and it was
eventually decided to leave it to the Committee. One case
in particular was the subject at a committee meeting held
later, when it was decided to place the matter before the
Compassionate Fund Trustees at The Depot, provided there
was no objection at our next meeting.
This ended our evening's entertainment ! Wc do not
seem like a batch of comrades during the meetings at times,
but it does please all sides to have its say, and the most
friendly atmosphere reigns once the meeting is over. I
understand Trefor Thomas finished up mine host at his flat,
with guests Maj. Chandler and Len Remfrey. Now to the
dance.
Two committee meetings were held to discuss arrange
ments, prizes, invitations, duties, etc. Messrs. Remfrey and
Cole had already laid on the hall and put in all the spade
work, but it remained to set the final scene for the show.
Thus we find the committee sitting twice at the residence
of Bill Cole, who very kindly supplied the beer, to decide
the tasks such as are necessary to ensure the smooth run
ning of any dance. So much always depends upon the
backroom boys, and on this occasion all those detailed
carried out their jobs so well that there was no hitch all
evening. So for your sterling work, many thanks indeed.
Bill Cole, Harry Lake—'the M.C., Harry Wilks and Charles
Dumbrell. To the Maidstone Branch we extend our hearty
thanks for your Standard which helped to make a brave
show, and to those grand people who came with it as visitors
and caretakers combined.
Many thanks, too, to those generous people who gave
prizes for the raffle and lucky number, which seemed never
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ending, but in fact were one lucky number prize and seven
raffle prizes, the raffle being held to help get funds for two
very good causes, both having regimental associations.
The dance itself ran to schedule under the watchful
eye of Harry Lake, who kept the ball rolling with many
novel ideas. The buffet at the interval was firstclass and
I am sure everyone present had a grand time. 1 hope the
Editor can find space for a snap of one table at which sat
a number of very wellknown members of " The Queen's
Own." especially remembered at Secunderabad. Many
other photographs were taken, but this is one that was
taken especially in view of our Maidstone visitors.
I was more than pleased to see my old friend Jimmy
Hammond and his wife having such a grand time, and with
the four Dumbrell brothers, all of whom have served
together in the Regiment, almost a family of Len
Remfreys, the same from Mr. Elson (we missed Daphne)
and " Scotty's " entire family, including the U.S. Air Corps
lad. to whom I was pleased to be introduced, we really had
a smallscale reunion. Again 1 hope I will be forgiven for
mentioning only those whom 1 can remember well. All
those who supported us had a good time, and thanks indeed
for your attendance.
Wc were sorry that the Colonel of the Regiment was
not able to be present, but were pleased to see our Presi
dent, Brigadier R. A. Riddel I in attendance. His short speech
at the interval went down very well indeed. It was nice
to see Lt.Col. C. S. Durtnell's son with us, and later on
we had a glimpse of Mrs. Durtnell, who was surprised to
find one or two of her Wives' Club from Trimulgherry days
enjoying themselves at the dance.
The dance ended at 11 p.m. and we wended our
various ways home. So ended a very pleasant evening, and
once more, for the idea, thanks to Len Remfrey; for their
spade work and the entire outfit, Bill Cole and his com
mittee; to our Chairman for the Standard and its appear
ance; and to Maidstone for theirs.
To conclude this month's issue, a few notes on the
September issue.
Keep it going the 50th re bandits, and let the score
mount; grand to see the picture of the Officers of the Bn..
and to see how well Jimmy Hammond's exsubs, look on
the right of the picture. I did hear a story that a ham
might come from America, but perhaps Maj. Flint forgot
that one. Majs. Buckle and Brooke look in great shape, as
does Maj. Andrews, whom I'm pleased to see has a staff
job in a higher grade. Must be a change to be on the
staff ! ! Shades of Austria and B.T.A. I thought the CO.
looked thinner but fit. Please remember that we cx
blokcs of the Regiment arc always watching, and we follow
your news with great interest.
Congratulations to another son serving with the Regi
ment, and no doubt he was well received at the Depot. 1
refer, of course, to young Craven. A happy and long life
with the old Regiment is our wish for you. Glad to see
" Ivanhoe" in the news again, can't keep these gay old
soldiers down ! Keep it up; more power to your elbow.
Lastly, the photo on the last page. What a surprise !
" Sammy " Brooks, Dick Thatcher—well. well. Such a nice
thing to see old friends. Mrs. Brooks, too, looking the
same as ever, and with our Chairman's family included,
really a happy party. Even more do 1 hope the Editor can
find space for our picture. More next month.
" The Spider."

A happy party at the London Branch Festival of
Britain Dance. Reading from left to right can be seen
Harry Dumbrell, exDrumMajor, 1st Bn.; Alf Beauchamp,
1st Bn. goalkeeper and hockey left winger; Trefor Thomas,
exSgt Master Cook; "The Spider;" Len Remfrey, ex
W.O.l. long service 50th and 97th; Miss Stoneham, Mrs.
Ken Remfrey with Ken Remfrey. Foreground: Miss
Tubby, Mrs. Bruce, Mrs. Hammond, Mrs. Remfrey, and
Jimmy Hammond, Derek Bruce behind Alf Beauchamp—
quite a gathering of old friends.
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MAIDSTONE BRANCH

EPTEMBER, apart from rather unseasonable weather,
has been a busy month for members of the Maidstone
Branch. Early in the month many members were able
to enjoy the hospitality of the Regtl. Depot during their
"Anniversary" Week end by attending an excellent dance
and cricket match on the following day.
We had hoped
that we would go through the cricket season without defeat,
but the Regtl. Depot were able to register a line win in
their return match, by seven wickets. Our team won the
toss and started off in fine style, having registered 37 before
the first wicket fell, but our No. 3 failed, being bowled for 0.
Our No. I. who was first to go, obtained 14. Jim Sergison
was then partnered by Mr. Latham and at 58 Jim was
bowled for a useful 25. Fred Farrington was next and the
score was going along nicely, and it looked as though the
Branch was going to get a big score. However, the Regtl.
field was in form and by some excellent catches Latham was
caught for 23, followed by Fred Farrington, who had only
mustered a total of 4. We still had a couple of reasonable
players to come in—in fact our Secretary, " McCartney,"
had not got a place in either team, so he was selected to
umpire. But the Depot kept up the pressure and the whole
side were out for 87. Lt. Scouller had put in some good
bowling for the Depot, having obtained 4 for 20, and Pte.
Astley, a slow lefthand spinner, secured 2 for 35. Sgt.
Huntington was put on towards the end, and was a great
success in obtaining the last 4 wickets in less than 3 overs
for 4.
. The Depot opened their innings with Lt.'C. E. Craven
and Cpl. Bracher, but at 16 Mr. Craven was clean bowled
and things were not too bad. However, Cpl. Bracher, who
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was at the time on leave, played an excellent innings and,
with Pte. Astley, they carried the score to 59, when Astley
was bowled by Sedge for 17. At this stage only 29runs
were required, and in view of the Depot's recent perform
ances it was just a chance that we might pull the match off.
But Cpl. Bracher and Lt. Scouller played steadily and
eventually passed our score. The Regtl. Depot continued
to pile on the agony, and Mr. Scouller was Ibw to Fred
Grant at 83 for 7. Stumps were finally drawn with the
Depot score at 107 for 6, with Cpl. Bracher 63 not out.
However, it was a most enjoyable game.
Following the match, members were entertained to a
social evening in the Sgts.' Mess. It was most unfortunate
that R.S.M. Hayley was not with us but, through unvoid
able circumstances, he was prevented from taking any part
in what was a most successful Regtl. weekend.
On the 16th September the Branch was represented in
the Maidstone Battle of Britain Parade Service, when a few
members attended, together with our standard, as is the
umal practice all local ExService Associations and Service
men took part.
The recruits from the Regtl. Depot,
headed by the Corps of Drums from Home Counties, were
on parade, and were very smart indeed, and were a credit
to the Regiment.
Our monthly meeting was held on 21st, but not quite
so many were present, due partly to holiday season, not
forgetting "Hopping"! ! The Chairman requested members
to stand in silence as homage to the late M.Q.M.S. Hayley,
brother of R.S.M. Hayley, who had recently passed away.
Our sympathy is extended to his widow and relatives. We
were pleased to see yet another new member, Mr. Spain.
Chief items discussed were forthcoming indoor games com
petition and shooting, in which we hope to set a very high
standard among the local exService Associations. Our first
games evening is fixed for 9th October, when we meet the
R.A.M.C.O.C.A., who gave us a beating up last year. As
we are about to go to press 1 am pleased to report that our
tennis team managed to win their final match versus the
R.A.F. Association (Maidstone Branch) and thereby become
winners of The " Bossom " Cup tournament for 1951. Our
thanks are due to Lt.Col. Craven, Capt. Carey, Lt. Waters,
Fred Grant and Sgt. Keating, who took part in some of
the matches. The weather has been most unfavourable for
tennis on grass courts, and the final match had to be played
off on a hard court. Capt. Carey was not in his usual form
in the last match, having lost his singles by 6—5, 6—0. But
I believe that is the only game he lost throughout the
tournament.
At this meeting Mr. Wainscott produced the shield
which is to be presented to the ExServices Club of
Maidstone. It was passed round for members to see and all
were very complimentary on the excellent carving and a
very hearty vote of thanks was made to Mr. Wainscott for
kindly undertaking to produce the shield. The presentation
to the Club will be made in due course.
Will members please note the following dates of our
future activities: —
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
1951.
19 Oct., 7.45 p.m.—Monthly Meeeting—Sgts.' Mess, The
Barracks.
29 Oct., 7. 0 p.m.—Grand Social and Gettogether, all
Branches, Past and Present Association, New
Gymnasium. The Barracks, Maidstone.

6 Nov., 7.30 p.m.—Indoor Games Evening versus R.A.F.
Association (Maidstone Branch), at ExServices Club,
Ash ford Road, Maidstone.
12 Nov., 8. 0 p.m.—Small Bore Meeting match versus
R.A.F. Association, Miniature Range, The Barracks,
Maidstone.
10 Nov.—British Legion Festival, The Drill Shed, The
Barracks.
11 Nov., II. 0 a.m.—Remembrance
Day Service and
Laying of Wreaths at Maidstone Town Memorial,
followed by Short Service and Laying of Wreaths at
Regimental Cenotaph. Brenchley Gardens.
16 Nov., 7.45 p.m.—Monthly Meeting, Sgts.' Mess, The
Barracks.
It is hoped that Branch members will give their full
support to the above.

MAIDSTONE BRANCH
LIST OF BRANCH MEMBERS, 1951
President: LT.COL. A. HOWE.
Chairman : MR. H. CARMAN.
Vice-Chairvian : R.S.M. A. J. HAYLEY.
Hon. Treasurer: MR. F. FARRINGTON.
Hon. Secretary : O.R.Q.M.S. A. W. WATERMAN.
Honorary Members: —
Mr. W. Baker.
Mr. W. Fry.
Mr. H. G. Banfield.
Paid up Members: —
Mr. F. Archer.
Mr. F. Abnett.
Mr. C. Hendrick.M.B.E.
Mr. F. Barham.
Mr. E. V. Barney
Mr. F. Barber.
Mr. A. E. Chastenuf.
Captain C. L. Carey.
Mr. N. Dumbrell.
Pte. E. Davis.
Mr. G. Elliott.
Mr. H. Fellowes.
Mr. J. Goddard.
Mr. F. Grant.
Mr. H. Gurr.
Mr. W. Hastie (Committee).
Mr. R. Harvey.
Mr. H. Heath.
Mr. J. Hendrick.
Mr. J. Hay ward.
Mr. A. G. Kingsmill.
Mr. W. Ladell.
Mr. D. Latham.
Mr. W. Ludford (Committee).
Mr. T. May.
Mr. H. W Maxlow
(Committee).
Mr. E. J. Matthews.
Major R. C. E. Mines, M B.E.
Mr. A. Munn.
Mr. H. J. Norman.
Mr. E. Ogilvy.
Mr. C. T. Pratt.
Mr. E. H. W. Prickett.
Mr. A. E. Playford. D.C.M.
C/Sgt. S. Ringe (Committee).
Mr. G. Rich.
Mr. J. S. Sheppard.
Mr. E. Seal.
Mr. J. A. L. Sergison.
Mr. C. L. Silver.
Mr. S. Stringer.
Mr. W. A. Sedge.
Mr. A. Taylor.
Mr. A. G. Tutt.
Mr. J. Veness.
Mr. W. A. Wainscott.
Mr. J. Wells.

Mr. P. F. Dray.
Mr. G. E. Gould.
Mr. S. Muggridge.
Mr. F. Bird (Auditor)).
Mr. S. A. Barrett.
Mr. F. Bray.
Mr. A. Caplin.
Mr. C. Capestake.
Mr. C. W. Cannacott.
Mr. T. Dixon.
Mr. W. J. Davis..
Sgt. G. Eighteen.
Mr. T. G. Farbage.
Mr. S. Giles.
Mr. J. T. Genn.
Mr. E. T. Grayland.
Mr. F. G. Hills (Committee).
Captain J. G. Hammond.
Mr. E. Harris.
Mr. E. C. King.
Mr. F. Kimber.
Major J. T. Leigh.
Mr. E. Longliurst.
Mr. R. G. Lovell.
Mr. T. P. Mullen.
Mr. J. McCarthy.
Mr. E. F. W. Martin.
Mr. H. Mepsted.
Cpl. E. Mansfield.
Mr. W. Nicholls.
Mr. F. G. Payne.
Mr. J. V. Piggott.
Mr. W. Pope.
Sgt. A. Pratt.
Mr. H. F. Russell.
Mr. L. Relf.
Mr. J. Smith.
Mr. Spain.
Mr. C. T. Stringer
(Sick Visitor).
Mr. T. R. Slator.
Mr. E. Swift.
Mr. H. A. Stone.
Sgt. F. Say well.
Mr. J. T. Smith.
Mr. F. Thwaites.
Mr. W. J. Vidler.
Mr. P. Walker.
Mr. J. B. Will.
Mr. T. F. White.
Mr. P. Weedon.

PAST <& PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

THE
QUEEN'S OWN
FOUNDED

JULY 1911

PATRON:
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OF KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT:
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN:
COLONEL W. V. PALMER
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER:
LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES:
BRANCH
Bromley
Chatham
Catford & District . .
Deptford &

District

Gravesend
London
Maidstone
Seveneaks
Shorncliffc
Tonbridge &
Tunbridge Wells
6th Battalion
7th Battalion
8th

DETAIL OF MEETINGS
SECRETARY
Last Saturday each month at Drill Hall,
Mr. S. G. Lewis,
East Street, Bromley.
89, College Road, Bromley.
Mr. C. J. Williams . . Mr. J. E. Wright.
First Monday each month, 7 . 3 0 p.m., at Drill
Hall, Boundary Road, Chatham.
"Royson" 43, Blaker Avenue, Rochester.
Second Wednesday each month, 7 . 4 5 p.m., at
Mr. S. J. Terry .... Mr. S. Knight,
Raveiisbourne Hotel, Nr. Catford Bridge,
215, Ridge Road, Sutton, Surrey.
London, S.E.6.
Mr. A. H. Fifield
At " Brown Bear," High Street, Deptford,
Mr. J. W. Reed,
S.E.8. Last Saturday, each month.
55, Berthon Street, Deptford, S.E.8.
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Mr. A. Wood
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Rd„ Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
61, Kings Drive, Gravesend.
Mr. H. A. Elson .... Mr. W. A. Cole.
Last Friday each month, at " The Cran
bourn," 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
23, Hertford Street, London, W.l
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Mr. H. Carman .... Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
Third Friday each month, at 7 . 4 5 p.m., Ser
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Mr. C. Culver,
20, Lime Tree Walk, Sevenoaks
LtCol. I. R. Lovell, Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Fourth Friday of each month, 7 . 3 0 p.m.,
" FleurdeLys," High Street, Sandgate.
235, Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
Major N. S. C.
Drill Hall, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge
Mr. T. Latter Stapley.
Elmslie.
27. Shakespeare Road, Tonbridge.
Lt.Col. G. K.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
Mr. C. Sayers,
Defrates, D.S.O., M.C.
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
Mr. E. Goodman
Alternately London and Gravesend annually.
Mr. E. Hills,
1st Saturday in April.
63, Princes Road, Gravesend.
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
23, Morton Gardens, Wallington, Surrey.
Mr. Stanford,
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Capt. A. V. D.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
Morley, M.C.
6, Bramley Way, West Wickham.
Mr. J. Mingay .... Mr. F. W Sales.
Meeting first
Tuesday each month, Holly
16, Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.
Hedge House, Blackheath.
CHAIRMAN
Mr. J. Curry

....

Battalion

10th Battalion
11th Battalion

....

20th (London)

....

Additional Member:
Mr. M. R. Audsley, M.S.M, 5 4 , Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are:
Life Membership: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/, Other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available a t a cost of 2/ to Life Members.
All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.

ALBERT E. REED & CO., LTD.
and ASSOCIATED COMPANIES
have been largely responsible for establishing Paper Making
a n d P a p e r C o n v e r t i n g a s o n e of t h e m a i n i n d u s t r i e s i n K e n t .

71 view of the Aylesford Paper Mills

T H E REED PAPER GROUP includes:

AYLESFORD PAPER MILLS
TOVIL AND BRIDGE MILLS
LONDON PAPER MILLS LTD.
THE MEDWAY CORRUGATED PAPER CO. LTD.
MEDWAY PAPER SACKS LTD.
BROOKCATE INDUSTRIES LTD.
THE SOUTHERN PAPER STOCK CO. LTD.
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THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
" Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt."

The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."

The White Horse of Kent with the motto " Invicta."
"Vimiera," "Corunna,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwal,'

Almarez." "Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "Nive," " Orthes," "Peninsula," " Punniar," " Moodkee,'
"Sobraon," "Alma," "Inkerman," " Sevastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,
"Nile, 188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."

The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " " Le Gateau," " Retreat from Mons," " Marne, 1914," " A'sne 1914," " La B a s s e e , 1914,^
" MPWIUPS 1914 '17" "Yores 1914 '15. '17. '18," "Hill GO," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien,
' Frezenberg,
Loos,
" Somme 1916 '18," "Albert,' 1916,' '18." " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Guillemont," " FlersCourcelette.
" MoTvaf" "Thiepvai," " Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18" "Arras. 1917 'IB,"" Vimy, 1917/' " Scarpe 1917 "
"Oppy." "Pilckem." "Langemarck, 1917." " Menin Road," "Polygon Wood," " Broodseinde,
Passchendaele,^ _ Cambrai,
1917 '18." "St. Quentin," " Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," " Hazebrouck, ^ Kemmel,
Amiens,
Bapaume
1918" " Hindenburg Line," "Epehy," "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," "Courtrai,
Selle,
Sambre,
France and
Flanders, 191418," "Italy. 191718," "Suvla." "Landing at Suvla," " Scimitar mil," "Galli poll, 1915,
Rumani,
Egypt,
191516" " Gaza," " E l Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur," "Palestine. 191718,
Defence of Kut el Amara,
" S h a r q a t , " " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Recoird Office—Warwick.
Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The Carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment (M.G.)
Allied Regiment of the New Zealand Forces:
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions:
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
F.A.R.E.L.F.
4th Bn. (T.A.)
Tonbridge.
ColonelinChief, H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major C. H. Keenlyside

" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with a
Unit of the Regiment, should address their MSS. to the SubEditor of the Battalion with which they are serving: otherwise
direct to the Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone. The Editor cannot undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite request
is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep the Editor informed of any change of address.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
Colonel-in-Chief:

H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.

Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver. C.B., O.B.E.
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Names
Brounlie, C. A. de B., M.C.
..
Talbot, D E. B.. D.S.O.. M.C. ..

MAJORS
BoothTucker. J. M. D. ..
Heygate, E. S.. Af.C.
Martyn, A., O.B.E.
Andrews. D. H.. M.C.

(T./Lt.Col.) Depot Held Strength.
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) O.C. 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G. (Maint.), H.Q..
Malaya.
(T/Lt.Col.) O.C. 4 R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) Depot Held Strength.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.A.G. War Office.
O.C. West African Trg. Centre. Accra.
2 i/c 1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Standing President C.M.. H.Q., H.C.D.
O.C. Depot R.W.K.
2 i/c 2 K.A.R., E. Africa.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G., H.Q.. Land
Forces, Hong Kong.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Group Adj., H.C. Bde., Depot.
G.S. (W.) 1, War Office.
M.A., Paris.
(T/Lt.Col.) 1/Para. Regt.
G.S.O. II (Ops.), Commonwealth Div.
Melbourne, Australia.
Middle East—Centre of Arab Studies.
1/R.W.K. Language Course in
Arabic, London.
1/R.F., B.A.O.R.
Depot Holdee.
R.A.F. Staff College (Student).
Mons, O.C. Sch.

Jackson, L. F. W
Elliott, G. G., D.S.O.
Brooke, H. J. S., O.B.E. ..
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O., M.C.
Fawcett, G. P
Spurr. E. C.
Stoneham, B. J. R.
Keenlyside. C. H
Moss. R. E. ..
Fyler. A. R
Buckle, P. C. M
Flint, A. J. M., M.B.E. ..
Crook, P. E.. O.B.E.
Read. M. R.. M.C.
Butler. R„ M.B.E., M.C. ..
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove, M. R. L„ M.C.
..
Jackson. D. W
Thomas, R. C. W., O.B.E.
Bailey. J. D. B
Archer. M. G. M„ Af.C. ..
Rlckcord, M. B. ..
Turner, P. R. H
Dowse. R. K.
Gwllllam, D. H
Faulkner, D. O

CAPTAINS
Adjt. S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
(T/Maj.) B.M., 133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
1/Nigeria Rgt.. W.A.
(T/Maj.) Mons. O.C. Sch.
(T/Maj.) Staff College (Student).
1/R.W.K.
(T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
H.C. Bde., Depot.
Adjt. 1/R.W.K.
2/3 (K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
1/Sierra Leone Regt., W.A.
H.Q. SubArea, Nairobi.
1/R.W.K.
Adjt. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt. T A.
Min. of Supply.
Depot R.W.K.
Staff College (Student).
G.S.O. Ill Soumaldist.
O.O.S., Barton Stacey.
Att. C.O.D., Ashford.
1/R.W.K.
Grn. Adjt. Nairobi SubArea.
1/R.W.K.
Eaton Hall, O.C. Sch.
Adjt. 4/R.W.K
1/Para. Regt.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.

Manners, D. C. J.
Waring. H. B. H.
Eason, J. A., T.D
Brock. J. H.. T.D.
Elgood, P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplln, W. C. D
Weymouth, G. U..
Dover. V., Af.C.
Clarke, H. W.
White. R. K.,
Willis C. F.. T.D.
Roper, I. H.. Af.C.
Monckton, D., Af.<
T..
Scull, D. S. ..
Macmillan, I. A.
Woodman. E. G.. Af.C.
Hunting, K. M.
Burke. R. A., Af.C
Henning, P.
Wilson, J. B.
Ambrose, W. G. R
Ruffell, D. ..
Macmillan, H. A
Blum. D. E.
Franklin. A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

Appointments
R.P.C.. M.E.L.F.
A.A.G., War Office.

MAJORS
Names
Thrift, K. G.. O.B.E.
Allen, R. H. D.. M.C., T.D.

..
..

Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton, A. S
Russell, H. C.. Af.C., D.C.M.
Marsh, H. W

..
..
..
..

De Havilland, V. ..
Miller, D. S.
Douris. I. A.
Bell, T. D
Desmond, M. F
Mugford, N. D
Huckle, G. S.
Fltzpatrlck, J. N
BrooksHarrington. E. W.
Mannering, L. A
Carr, A. S. A
Gibbons, A
Mott. D. H.. M.M
Jones, F. J
Duffield,' G.
Abplanalp. V. C. ..
Andrews,' L. G
Mansfleld, A. P
McDowell, P. B
Ellwood, K. S
Allberry, R. *
Beaumont, S. H

..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..

Appointments
(T/Lt.Col.) D.P.M.. B.A.O.R.
D.A.D.P.R., B.A.O.R.

CAPTAINS

..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Rgt.
P. & E.E., Pendine
2/3 (K.). K.A.R., East Africa.
Adjt. Joint Services Sch. of Linguists,
Bodmin.
H.Q., S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Autobahn Control Unit. B.A.O.R.
Hamburg Transit Unit, B.A.O.R.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. II.Q.).
Depot Holdee.
S/Capt. A.G.3 (a) War Office.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1/Nigeria Regt., W.A.
Att. 15 Dvr. Trg. Bn., R.A.S.C.
Ass. Camp Comdt., B.E.T.F.O.K.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.,
S/Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
S/Capt. E.A. District.
Depot & Trg. Est. R.M.P.
B.A.O.R. 4.
H.Q. Bn.. S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dlst.
East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
14 Bn. R.A.O.C.
(T/Maj.), A.S.P.T.

LIEUTENANTS
Davis, B. A
Dinsdale, J. W
Allen. W. D
Scouller. J. A
Marshall, E. J.
Trevett, A. F
Whitewood, V. F.
Crump, E. D
GrantSturgess. P. J. R.
Desmond, M. F.
Wheather. J. D.. M.B.E.. LL.D
Gray, M. H

4/Malay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) A.P.I.U. (U.K.).
Wessex G.T.C.
Adjt. Depot.
101 Pro. Coy. R.M.P., B.A.O.R.
(2/Lt.). 1/R.W.K.
Nigeria Regt.. W.A.
(T/Capt.), B.M.M., Greece.
(T/Capt.) P.S.S., H.Q., London Dist.
War Office.
(2/Lt.) att. E. Surrey R.

QUARTERMASTERS
Watts, A. E.. M.B.E., T.D.
Cook, E. S
Hunt, W. G

..

Camp Commdt. H.C.D.
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
Q.M., G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F., Trg.
Centre.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash,

W., M.B.E., T.D

LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Jackson, L. F. W.

C.O.
MAJORS

Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 1/c)
Bird, C. W. L„ T.D.
Coombes. A. H., T.D.

Meyrlck, K. C„ T.D.
Stocker, J. D„ M.C., T.D.
Coath, T. C.

LIEUTENANTS
H.Q. Inf. Bde, F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
Office of Chief of Staff G.H.Q.,
FA REL F
IT/Capt.) A.S.P.T., Aldershot."
1/R.W.K.
S.C., Soumaldist.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Malayan Basic T.C.

Osborne. E. C. S.
Shearburn. S. R. O'R.
Tugwell, M. A. J. ..
Clarke. C. S.
Campbell, D. P. I.
Nlcholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K. ..
Fletcher. J. S.
Goodwin, P. J.
Norton. J. D.
Lygo, J. R, ..

2ND LIEUTENANTS
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K. (Holdee).

Beale, K. S.
Langhorne. J. P.
Stock, P. R. ..
Leigh, P. S.
Howlett, G. H. W
Craven, C. E.

QUARTERMASTERS
Pond, B. A.. M.B.E.
Sivers. A. E., M.M.
Blake, A. G., M.B.E.

..
..

(Major) Depot.
(Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
(Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

CAPTAINS
Blum, D. E.
Ford. A. H.
Hayes, J.
Maynard, L.

Large, J. L.
Marchant. P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.
Bobby, J.

Adjt.

LIEUTENANTS
Pennells, H. D. A.

CalverJones, J.
Hall, P. R.

2ND LIEUTENANTS
Duggan, H. R.
Nash, W. M. K.
Lovell, F. W

Baker, L. B. C.
Olemence, M. J.
Newman, B. J.

QUARTERMASTER
Blake, A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
Maclay, J. N. (Lt.).
Hatwell, A. B. (2/Lt.).
Taggart, M. (2/Lt.).
Robson, T. R. J. (2/Lt.).
BracewellMilnes, J. B. (2/Lt.).

Ferguson. H. A. L. (2 Lt.l.
Snell. H. B. (2/Lt.).
Hawkins, H. C. A. (2/Lt.).
Evans. C. M. (2/Lt.).
Leys. C. T. (2/Lt.),
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" MALAYA "
All Past and Present members of the Regiment will have heard, with great regret, of the recent action in Malaya
in which Captain Deed and eleven Other Ranks of the 1st Battalion lost their lives, and one Officer and nine Other
Ranks were wounded, some severely.
All their relations and friends have our deepest sympathy, and our hopes of a speedy recovery go to those
wounded.
That they should all know it at this time is one of the reasons 1 have written this letter.
The other is this. The operation which went on for about an hour was written up as an ambush, and such it
was, but it was more than that. One aim of the enemy was to capture arms and ammunition. Yet in spite of the
advantage they had gained at the outset, in spite of the fact that very few of the patrol were not either dead or
wounded, the survivors fought back gallantly and resisted all attempts by the bandits to seize the weapons that they
needed so badly.
When the full story is told, 1 have no doubt that we shall hear of individual heroism.
can all be very proud of the way those men fought and of the 1st Battalion as a whole.

In the meantime we

We can also rest assured that, sooner or later, they will repay the debt with interest !

^

Major-General,
Colonel of the Regiment

QE&itorial

P

RAYERS were said by Canon Sampson for those
members of the 1st Bn. who lost their lives and also
for those who were wounded in the ambush in
Malaya on the 22nd October, 1951, at the Service in All
Saints' Church, Maidstone, on Sunday, 28th October.
The Depot attended the Service, at which the Canon
recited the names of the killed and wounded.
In his
address the Canon said "the thoughts of the whole
congregation were with the Battalion on Active Service."
*
*
*
As this will be the last issue of the Regimental Journal
to reach our reader serving overseas before Christmas, we
would like to take this opportunity of sending them our
greetings and best wishes for Christmas, and good luck
in the coming year.
*

*

*

Christmas Cards—
We still have a limited number of Regimental Christ
mas Cards for sale. Cost 1/ld. per card complete with
envelope.
In order to avoid disappointment you are
advised to order now.
Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable
to the Honorary Treasurer, "The Queen's Own Gazette,"
and crossed "& Co."

All orders received to date have been despatched. Any
cases of nondelivery should be brought to our notice
forthwith, so that the matter can, if necessary, be taken
up with the Postal Authorities.
*

*

*

V isitors—
Visitors to the Depot are again reminded that the
Colonel of the Regiment wishes all Officers paying a cali
at the Depot to sign his book at Regimental Headquarters.
*

*

Diaries, 1952.—A limited number of Regimental
Diaries in leather binding at 5/3 and plexide at 3/8 are
available on application to: The Editor, " Q.O.G.," Regi
mental Headquarters, The Barracks, Maidstone.
*

*

*

Motor Car Badge—We still have a few unsold of our
latest order, price 30/6d. each.
*

*

*

We apologise for the late despatch of the September
issue of the Queen's Own Gazette, this was due to the
extra work undertaken by our Printers in connection with
the General Election.
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Social and Personal

T

HE following Officers visited Regimental Head
quarters since we last went to press: —
Col. G. G. Elliott, 2nd Lt. G. T. Barnes, 2nd Lt.
M. Thwaites, Lt.Col. R. M. Lees, Capt. N. D. Mugford,
2nd Lt. J. L. Arnold, Lt.Col. H. E. Scott, Major R. K.
Dowse, Major N. S. C. Elmslie, and Capt. L. Mannering.
*
*
*
Col. G. G. Elliott, who recently returned from the
United States Command and Stall College, Fort Leavens
worth, Kansas, is temporarily residing in Eastbourne, whilst
waiting to take up a new appointment.
*

*

*

*

*

Major R. K. Dowse (complete with his Alsatian) paid
us a short visit on his return from the Far East, where
he had been serving with the Middlesex Regiment.
"Dickie," who was looking very fit, failed to satisfy our
very natural curiosity as to what is happening in Korea.
*
*
*
Major W. C. D. Crumplin, writing from H.Q. 24
Inf. Bde. informs us that he has had two visits from Col.
O. M. Fry during the last six months. The only other
"Queen's Own" Officer in the Command is Capt. Gibbons,
who was a P.S.O. at Chester and is now Quartering
Commandant.
*

*

*

Lt.Col. H. E. Scott writing from his residence, Buck
nowle House, Wareham, tells us that he met Col. "Nobby"
Clarke at the Dorchester Quarter Sessions.
They both
were on the Jury. Col. Scott went on to say, "He was
looking fitter and stronger than ever, and I was glad I
didn't get his usual welcome—an oxfelling slap on my
back. My escape was apparently due either to the fact
that there was a policeman nearby, who might have
arrested him for assault and battery, or because he had
recently broken his wrist in an accident."


*

*

Mr. "Joe'' Warren, whom many will remember as
Pioneer .Sergeant, and who has been doing some work
for Major Love in the Regimental Museum, called in
recently, and gave us a lot of information about Fritten
den, and some of our well known cronies who live there,
including Cpl. Bearsby, who was Col. Kerr's Driver in 1940.
*
*
*
Capt. R. F. Allberry, who was on the P.S. Staff at
Lingfield, has been appointed Adjutant of 14 Battalion,
R.A.O.C.
Captain Allberry has expressed his intention
to call on us shortly.
*

*

*

*

Mr. W. Spice, formerly 10th Battalion, called in to
collect his hard earned winnings—The Past and Present
Standard Bearer's Belt—wc hope he, and others, will pay
us more frequent visits.

*

*

Many of our readers may have seen Maj. R. C. W.
Thomas, who featured in a Television News Reel from
Korea recently.

+

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
London.
30//; October, 1951.

*

Capt. N. D. Mugford, who has filled a number of
E.R.E. appointments at the War Office and on the
Personnel Selection Staff is on leave in Cheam, Surrey,
awaiting posting on another appointment.
*

Capt. L. A. Mannering called in to say "farewell" be
fore returning to West Africa. He is taking his wife and
family with him this time, and we wish them all a happy
landing.

*

2nd Lt. G. T. Barnes' stay at the Depot was a short
one. He has been posted to the 1st Bn. in Malaya, and
no doubt has reached there by now.
*

"Charley" Stringer was another of our "Lookersin,"
his visit coincided with his inspection of the Museum.
"Charley" can be relied upon to tell an interesting story
about byegone days. On this occasion his oratory con
cerned the layout of the Barracks when he was a recruit
(I won't mention the year).

The Editor,
"Queen's Own Gazette,"
Dear Sir,
Having in recent years attended many functions
including Reunions and Get Togethers at Maidstone and
Catford branches, and Socials of the ex"B" Coy.
5/R.W.K., exllth Bn. R.W.K. and the 62 Club, I feel
sure the following impressions gained by me may be help
ful in the future. The Spirit of the Regiment at the present
time in the Past and Present Association is very much
confined to those remaining from our glorious battalions
of the first world war plus the presecond war vintage of
the Regular and Territorial battalions.
When one sees
the Standards of the different branches alongside those of
our various o]d battalions, we know they represent the
same objects:—pride of regiment, esprit de corps and
comradeship. There is just one difference in so much as
the day must come when the last old comrade marches
behind his own respective battalion Standard. It is there
fore in the branches with no individual traditions that the
Queen's Own spirit has got to survive. If all members of
the Regiment holding allegiance to some individual bat
talion. club, etc., would also join his local branch of the
Association as well, I am certain from the experience of
many members doing so, these meetings would not only
foster closer comradeship, but assist those concerned in
future activities.
Now to the question of the serving soldier on whom
we rely so much to carry on both with and after us when
the time comes, those same traditions we hold so dear.
My own idea is that this is a matter far too big for any
Association to cope with, as it is only by the personal
touch within the branch that contact and interest can be
sustained. My humble suggestion is that a serving soldier
be not only encouraged to join the Association, but at
the same time, nominate the branch he desires to join. By
this method not only would he have an interest in a branch
while serving, but on discharge be assured of keeping in
touch and meeting his old comrades. Trusting readers who
have these or other views and suggestions will let us hear
from them.
Yours faithfully,
L. Remfry.

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
"Rosedale",
Salvington Road,
Worthing.
31.v/ October, 1951.
Dear Sir,
I read with pleasure Tubby Hook's letter in the last
Gazette, and quite agree that many more of the 194046
chaps ought to attend the annual reunion in Maidstone.
It seems that many just will not bother. On top of that
many live quite close at hand, and I fail to understand
why we do not see them. The exRegulars (and in par
ticular the 191418 veterans) turn up every year in their
hundreds to meet their old "muckers" which shows that
there is still plenty of spirit left in them, and it is well nigh
time that more of us did the same.
There is always "bags of beer" both in the old Drill
Shed and in the town itself and everybody has a good
time. This year, during the evening in the good company
of Les Keates, Hake, Loveden and others, some of the
"locals" were visited, resulting in the last train to Brighton
being missed, leaving me to have to bed down on the
station at Three Bridges, catching the 4 a.m. paper train
home, but it was well worth it.
I would like to congratulate Drum Major Watts on his
success with the discus and hammer out in Malaya—good
show George—still "thumbing it" I trust. Having been a
privileged member of his old "I" Section in Malta I can
recall memories of chaps like Dinky Lampard, Shirley
Hunt, Duplock, "Butch" (not Henry), Neville Turner, and
Drummers Brown, Jones and French, not to omit the
Section's old supporter Spindle Boulton, who I was very
pleased to see in July: still serving in spite of what he
always said.
That old Billet at Marsa Club could tell
some tales I'll bet. and Captains Turner, Browne, James
and Matthewman in turn surely had a most unenviable
task in dealing with such a Section.
They all managed
to keep out of Henry Butcher's "nick" though.
The
Pioneer and Signal Platoons added to the fame of the
Marsa Club area, and the former's famous truck did some
noteworthy jobs too, both by day and by night.
Let's hope that some day somebody will publish a
history of the Second Battalion's stay in Malta, the Middle
East and the Greek Islands; it would make jolly good
reading—remember Tarxien, Ghain TulTeiha, Luqa, Sliema,
and Birkirkara, Zir'in, Sidi Bish, Sarafend, Kabrlt,
Mitilini, etc.—what memories! I trust that some of our
friends now in Malta do manage to have a drop of
"Ambeet" and a "Blue" or two now and then, just for
old time's sake. Those "Stukajuices" certainly had some
queer effects at times, especially after a meal at "Charlie's
place" in "that street which is called Straight."
I'll be glad to hear from any old members of the
wartime Second Battalion, so don't forget—call if you
like—but for heaven's sake don't bring me any "Caravans,"
they are not on the issue yet.
Yours faithfully,
F. Burch.
f
Subscription rates: —
Officers 9/ per annum, post free;
Other Ranks 5/ per annum, post free;
Single Copies 5d., post free.
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IRoIl of Ibonour
Capt. E. A. Deed (330729). Killed in Action.
22439555 Pte. J. Bardell, Killed in Action.
22442015 Pte. D. Brown, Killed in Action.
22126648 L/Cpl. R. Chambers, Killed in Action.
22418822 Pte. J. Cheesman, Killed Action.
22308280 Pte. L. Hand, Killed in Action.
6142255 Pte. G. Heath, Killed in Action.
22397095 Pte. J. Knight, Killed in Action.
21070715 L/Cpl. D. Molland, Killed in Action.
22382276 Pte. H. Pelling, Killed in Action.
14471068 Cpl. H. Sulley, Killed in Action.
22442053 Pte. A. Lepper, Died t of Wounds received in
Action.



OBITUARY
22408075. PTE. D. C. COLEMAN
H.Q. COY. 1ST BN. THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT
REGIMENT
T is with great regret that we announce the death of
Pte. D. Coleman, who died suddenly of Encephalitis
in the unit M.I. Centre on the 10th October, 1951.
Pte. Coleman was the son of Mrs. H. R. Coleman, of
16, Hillcrest Road, Sydenham, to whom we extend our
deepest sympathy.
Pte. Coleman was a National Serviceman who joined
the Bn. on 4th April, 1951, and immediately became a
member of the Orderly Room Staff. He performed his
duties conscientiously and was popular with all ranks. His
death came as a shock to everyone.
The funeral took place at Kuala Lumpur on the 11th
October, 1951. with full military honours.
A formal
Memorial Service was held later by the Rev. M. G. Farns
worth, which was attended by members of the Bn. Orderly
Room and H.Q. Coy.

I

6343399 CPL. T. H. HENDERSON
"D" COY., 1ST BN. THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT
REGIMENT
T is with deep regret that we announce the death of
Cpl. T. Henderson, who died as a result of wounds
received in action on the 30th September, 1951.
Thomas Henry Henderson will be remembered by
many, serving and past members of the Regiment. He first
joined as a boy in 1935 and before the war served with
the 1st Bn. in India as a Bandsman.
During the war he served with the 2nd Bn., event
ually being taken prisoner. He rejoined the 2nd Bn. in
Germany after the war, and on the amalgamation of the
1st and 2nd Bus. in 1948 he left the Band and joined
the Regimental Police.
He left England for Malaya with the advance party
of the 1st Bn., and at the time of his death was a section
commander in "D" Coy. He was 30 years of age and
leaves a wife and two children.
Cpl. Henderson was very popular with both N.C.O.s
and men, and his funeral, which took place at Kuala
Lumpur on the 1st October, 1951, was attended by men
from all Coys. A formal memorial service was held by the
Rev. M. G. Farnsworth.

I
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Promotions and Appointments
EXTRACTS

FROM

LONDON

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS

GAZETTE

REGULAR ARMY
SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS
Capt. (W. S. Maj.) Holman (266809) relinquishes his
commn, on completion of service, 1st October, 1951, and
is granted the hon. rank of Lt.Col.
Lt. V. C. Abplanalp (327970 to be Capt., 1st Oct, 1951.
Lt. G. W. Duffield (126810) to be Capt., 1st August,
1951, with seniority, 1st November. 1947.
Lt. R. F. Allberry (349441) to be Capt., 3rd Septem
ber, 1951.
Victor Frank Whitewood (376866) (late S. S. Commn.)
to be Lt., 3rd September, 1951, with seniority, 4th July,
1948.
.Capt. E. A. Evans (262172) resigns his Commn., 17th
October, 1951.
Lt. B. C. H. Waters (397649) relinquishes his Commn.
on completion of service, 4th October, 1951, and is gran
ted the hon. rank of Lt.
NATIONAL SERVICE LIST
2nd Lt. T. A. Tilley (414191) from Reg. Army Nat.
Serv. List to be 2nd Lt.. 17th September, 1951, with senior
ity, 2nd December, 1950.
2nd Lt. L. M. Taggart (409751) from Reg. Army Nat.
Serv. List Y. and L.R. to be 2nd Lt., 22nd September, 1951,
with seniority, 1st April, 1950.
2nd Lt. T. J. R. Robson (410260) from Reg. Army
Nat. Serv. List E. York R. to be 2nd Lt., 24th September,
1951, with seniority, 14th May, 1950.
22448772 Cadet John Weller (418146) to be 2nd Lt.,
4th August, 1951.
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Lt. Col. E. A. Sharpin (1322) having attained the age
limit of liability to recall, ceases to belong to the Reserve
of Officers, 12th October, 1951.
Lt. Guy Hugh Paul Pritchard (240306) from Emerg.
Commn. to be Lt., 13th October, 1951, and is granted the
hon. rank of Capt.
Maj. (Hon. Lt. Col.) W. M. Knatchbull (18294) having
exceeded the age limit of liability to recall, ceases to belong
to the Res. of Offrs., 10th October, 1951.
TERRITORIAL ARMY
Lt. G. A. H. Atkins (379231) relinquishes his Commn.,
28th August, 1951.
2nd Lt. (Actg. Lt.) G. A. H. Atkins to be Lt., 7th
July, 1951, with seniority, 28th May. 1949.
2nd Lt. G. A. H. Atkins (379231) is granted the actg.
rank of Lt., 28th May, 1949.
+.

Honours and Awards
The KING has been graciously pleased to confer
"The Territorial Efficiency Decoration" upon Capt. C. F.
Willis (97009). (Amdt. to L.G. Supp. No. 38889, dated
21st April, 1950.
The following Officer is awarded the Efficiency Medal
(Territorial)—Lt. R. T. Danes (273957).

McCRACKEN.—To C/Sgt. and Mrs. McCracken, at
B.M.H., Kinrara, on 13th September, 1951, a daughter
(Sandra Irene).
WARING.—On October 30th, 1951, at Tunbridge Wells
Maternity Home, to Pamela (nee Smyth) and Roy
Waring, a third son (Peter Charles).
ENGAGEMENT
WEYMOUTH—CUNNING.— A marriage has been
arranged and will take place at Hythe, Kent, on 16th
November, 1951, between Captain G. U. Weymouth,
M.B.E.. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
and Miss Patricia Cunning.
DEATHS
HOOPER.—At Beckenham in May, 1951, Lt.Col. A. F.
Hooper, O.B.E., T.D., late The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment.
GATEHOUSE.—At 6. Brunswick Retreat, Gravesend, on
3rd November, 1951, Mr. Gatehouse, late The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
ON ACTIVE SERVICE
The following received G.S.W. which proved fatal, on
22nd October, 1951, whilst on operations in aid of the
civil power: —
Capt. E. A. Deed, R.W.K.
Pte. J. Bardell, R.W.K.
Pte. D. Brown. R.W.K.
L/Cpl. R. Chambers, R.W.K.
Pte. J. Cheeseman, R.W.K.
Pte. L. Hand, R.W.K.
Pte. G. Heath, R.W.K.
Pte. J. Knight, R.W.K.
L/Cpl. D. Molland, R.W.K.
Pte. H. Pelling, R.W.K.
Cpl. H. Sulley, R.W.K.
Died on 24th October, 1951, at B.M.H., Kinrara,
Malaya, as the result of G.S.W. received whilst on opera
tions in aid of the civil power: —
Pte. A. Lepper, R.W.K.
Died at Erskine Camp, Kuala
Malaya on 10th October, 1951: —

Kabru

Bharu,

Pte. F. Coleman, R.W.K.
We extend our sincere sympathy to the relatives of
all the above.
IN MEMORIAM
WHITTY.—In proud and loving memory of our darling
John, Lt.Col., D.S.O.. M.C., The Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment, killed in action, Italy, October
23rd. 1944.—Mother and Sheila.
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

A

S promised in the October issue of The Queen's
Own Gazette, we now publish the first of a series
of Museum photographs. The picture now pub
lished portrays the " MILITIA BAY." The key is as under:
On the extreme right can be seen two oak commemora
tive panels; one bears the names and dates of every Colonel
of the Regiment from General James Abercromby, 50th
Regiment of Foot, 18th December, 1755, to MajorGeneral
W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., 17th January, 1949.
The other panel contains the names of the eight mem
bers of the Regiment who were awarded the Victoria
Cross between the years of 1855 and 1944.
On the wall can be seen the Colours of The West
Kent Militia, 1801. The Colours of the 3rd Battalion are
suspended from the ceiling. In a small case on the left
the Militia Colour bearing date, 10th June, 1797. Next
to this Colour, also in a glass case, is the uniform worn
by Colonel Richard James, who commanded the West
Kent Militia in the Irish Rebellion of 17971798. In the
centre of the picture is a case of models of the West Kent
Militia in period uniforms dating from 1650 to 1908. In

the show cases in the foreground are pieces of equipment
worn during the period 18151855. In the top background
a Drum shell of the 3rd Bn. Band. The Drum Major's
Staff can be seen in a case quarter right of the picture.
It is hoped that the above description of a few of our
exhibits will give our readers some idea of the setup of
the Museum. In next month's Q.O.G. we hope to publish
a picture of the " War" Bay.
Many members of the Regiment, past and present,
have offered gifts of uniforms, including Officers' Frock
Coats, and equipment, also arms and other interesting
articles most suitable for exhibition.
These items will be most acceptable as they will per
mit us to have a switch round of exhibits and thus main
tain the interest of visitors. So please do send along your
gifts to the Curator.
Among our visitors to the Museum this month were
General Sir Gerald Templar, G.O.C.inC. Eastern Com
mand; Brigadier Bannister; Colonel G. C. Elliott; The
Command Secretary; MajorGeneral Scarlett (Colonel, The
Buffs); Lt.Col. MoultonBarrett and Lt.Col. R. M. Lees.

Militia Bay.
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We are indebted to the. Editor of the Daily Express for permission to republish this article and also for the use
of the illustrations.

PRIVATE TOOK COMMAND-RALLIED THE WOUNDED
"JOHNNY PANNELL INSPIRED US IN THE RED AMBUSH"
Express Staff Reporter

PRIVATE JOHNNY PANNELL

PRIVATE JOHN CHEESEMAN

I

T is one thing, and good enough, for a colonel to speak
highly of a private. But when British privates glow
with pride about one of their rank—as they did yester
day about Private Johnny Pannell—then, to be sure, a
golden deed has been performed.
Private Pannell is the generally acknowledged hero of
that action in Selangor, in Malaya, when 11 British soldiers
perished and 12 were wounded at the hands of Red bandits.
The ambush caught the Royal West Kents on an
estate 30 miles from the spot where Sir Henry Gurney, the
High Commissioner, was murdered a fortnight ago.
90 MINUTES
The patrol commander, 28yearold Capt. Edward
Anthony Deed, a volunteer from Margate, was killed.
2/Lt. M. D. A. Gregson was badly wounded.
And then, said messages yesterday, Pte. Johnny
Pannell, a 37yearold stocky Regular soldier, took com
mand and rallied the wounded.
Here is a tribute from Pte. Ronald New: "Johnny was
magnificent all through the 90minute battle.
" Although wounded in four places, he crept along the
battle line in a ditch shouting to us to fight back, and
directing our fire. When the bandits charged he killed one
with a Stengun burst."
And then hear Dvr. John Butcher, a 21yearold
Regular soldier, of Canterbury, using a word that does not
come easily to a Regular soldier.
SWAMP FEVER
" It was slaughter. We did not have a chance.
Johnny was inspiring."

But

PRIVATE MAURICE PELLING

PRIVATE JAMES BARDELL

And while Pte. Pannell lay in a hospital near Kuala
Lumpur last night, Lt.Col. A. Martyn, 6ft. 4in. command
ing officer of the West Kents, was quoted: "I have heard
of a private who took command and acted with remark
able bravery and initiative."
So Pte. Johnny Pannell fast becomes a legend.
He recently came out of hospital after an attack of
swamp fever. He should have been convalescing, said
his friends, but he wanted to get back in action.
Johnny Pannell, born in Battersea, enlisted in The
Queen's Regiment in 1934, and three years later transferred
to the West Kents.
His wife, who is living with three young sons in mar
ried quarters at ShornclilTe Camp, said last night.: " I think
he joined the Army for a joke. He's always joking."
HE REJOINED
Johnny proved a splendid shot in Italy and Greece in
the last war. They made him a sniper.
He was demobilised but—ah, well, he could not settle
to civilian life and he rejoined his regiment in 1947.
In all, he has been an N.C.O. 13 times—"a proper old
soldier by now," said his motherinlaw, Mrs. French, who
is staying with her daughter.
" He doesn't care for anything once he gets going.
He's got a bit of Irish in him."
Mrs. Pannell, waiting for further news of her wounded
husband said: " If it's possible, I should like to fiy out to
him."
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T

HIS month's news
is overshadowed by
the tragic death of
Sir Henry Gurney, the
High Commissioner, who
was ambushed and killed
by a party of 38 bandits
at the fiftyseventh mile
stone on the Kuala Kubu
—Frasers Hill Road. In
the operations that fol
lowed, Bn. Tac. H.Q., C
Coy., D Coy. and Sp.
Coy. were involved for
the next week mainly in
the State of Pahang. It is
hoped to give a full
account of this operation
at a later date but at the
moment it is not possible
to do so.
Five Bandits have
been killed during the
last month, two by A Coy., two by B Coy. and one by
D. Coy.; this brings the Bn. score to a total of 18. Coy.
scores are: —
A Coy. B Coy. C Coy. D Coy. Sp. Coy. H.Q. Coy.
8

5

2

2

1

—

We congratulate 2/Lt. Leigh on being selected to play
Rugby for Selangor against Kedah and L/Cpl. Baker on
being selected for a State Rugby Trial. Both of these
p'ayers have been turning out regularly for the Selangor
Services team. 2/Lt. Taylor has also been selected to repre
sent Selangor at hockey.
During the last month we have lost Lt. J. Langhorne
to the Malyan Basic Training Unit and at the same time
gained Lt. D. P. Campbell from the same unit. We are
sorry to see one go but pleased to welcome the arrival of
the other and wish them both the best of luck in their new
jobs.
One oustanding visitor to the Bn. has been Bernard
Wicksteed of the " Daily Express," who stayed part of the
time with A Coy. at Trolak and whose articles are just
reaching us here. If any of our readers in England have
not seen these articles, we can recommend them as they give
a fairly true and amusing picture of life in an Infantry Bn.
in Malaya.

" A " COMPANY
Once again we are pleased to report that the Coy. has
killed some more bandits.
Officially it is two, but
unofficially three. The latter was contacted during a Coy.
operation with 11 PI., D Coy., under command. 1, 2 and
3 Pis. were in stop positions and 11 PI. and Coy. H.Q. were
"sweeping" when a gentleman by the name of Muthu was
seen lying in the lalling. Many soldiers fired at him, but
only after Capt. Wilson and his batman, Pte. Morley had
made him practically unrecognisable. However, he was
credited to D Coy., and fair enough too, as they did all
the hard work that day.
The other two were also killed in a Coy. operation on
28th September, when, acting on information, the Coy.
went out at a very early hour. They both walked into
1 Section of 1 PI., lying in stop positions and were dealt
with quite quickly. One did manage to throw a hand
grenade, which, very fortunately, didn't explode, having
landed within a few feet of Sgt. Bucknell, M.M., and the
Section. We had an important visitor staying with us for
a few days, Bernard Wicksteed of the " Daily Express,"
who, for long past, has written articles under the general
heading of " It is fun finding out." So far we have seen
two of the articles depicting the life of British troops in
a typical outstation in Malaya. I wonder if it is coinci
dence that neither of them had the usual heading for his
features mentioned above !
2/Lt. Kitteridge has taken over command of 3 PI., after
a course at the F.T.C. Another newcomer to Trolak since
A Coy. arrived here is Sgt. Parker, who has brought his
mortar detachment up to relieve Cpl. Atkins and his " Crazy
Gang."
We were sorry to see Sgt. Poole leave us on posting to
Hong Kong, but congratulate him on his promotion to
C/Sgt.
Our order of battle at the moment is: —
Coy. Comd: Capt. J. B. Wilson.
C.S.M.: C.S.M. Tidey.
C.O.M.S.: C.Q.M.S. Jones.
O.C.. IP/.: Lt. K. S. Beale.
PI. Sgt.: Sgt. Bucknell, M.M.
O.C.. 2 P.: Lt. D. Wcolstencroft.
PI. Sgt.: Sgt. King.
O.C.,3 PI.: 2/Lt. Kitteridge.
PI. Sgt.: Sgt. Leniar.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure that your copy reaches you safely, please
notify any change of address to the Editor:—
" The Q. O. G.,"
The Barracks,
Maidstone, Kent.
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" B " COMPANY
Another month has passed and we have been fully
employed on operations. However, this month we have
had some reward for our exertions and increased the bandit
score by two. Another bandit was killed by Sp. Coy. when
working with us in this area. The Sp. Coy. success came
first. The date was the 12th September and it was just too
late to be included in last month's notes which had gone in
that morning.
Two Coys, surrounded a square of jungle and 6 PI. pro
ceeded to beat through it, emerging at both ends without
result. The operation was about to close down, in fact,
Sp. Coy. were about to leave their positions, when 5 PI. at
the other end of the square, who were also moving, con
tacted three bandits and fired at them at a range of 250
yards. Two Tamils were chased through their camp but
the third made his escape along the river bed. Shortly after
wards a bandit was shot by Sp. Coy. when he emerged from
the jungle. Four packs were recovered.
On September 20th we were all very sorry to say good
bye to Maj. Rickcord and we wish him the very best of
luck on his return to the U.K. However, we were very
happy to welcome to the Coy. on the same day the return
of Denis Campbell from the M.B.T.U.
On the 2nd October, 4 Pi. registered their first kill. On
rounding the head of a hill in a rubber plantation, they con
tacted three bandits. After a brief exchange of fire the
sentry managed to escape, but two bandits in the camp were
chased, cornered and killed in the undergrowth, where they
had attempted to hide. Packs, a M.I. carbine and a S.M.L.E.
were recovered. Both bandits had been identified and it is
hoped that one of them held a high position in the
Communist Party.
A photograph of B Coy. appears on page 295.

" C " COMPANY
We compile the month's notes surrounded by a con
stant buzz of rumours that the Coy is shortly to move from
the delights (dubious) of Kuala Kubu to an outstation
again. Certainly it seems high .time, for having trodden
on our area so thoroughly of late it seems that we have
just about exhausted its possibilities.
Indeed, operationally speaking this month has been
one of " ups and downs," but still " no joy " for the Coy.
Comd. Even the three bandits which we worked so hard
to capture have escaped being added to the Coy. score
card, though for the records they were convicted of being
bandit helpers, but were later released owing to a technical
fault in the presentation of the evidence by the police.
Despite our lack of material, or rather corporeal suc
cess, enthusiasim is as high as ever. In search of the elusive
enemy, who is constantly reported to cross the road in vast
numbers into our " beat," but unlike the proverbial chicken,
never seems to get to the other side, we have been con
stantly doing the rounds until one wonders that the K.K.B.,
S.E. area, is not worn flat by our feet. We have patrolled
and ambushed every likely spot and many not so likely
ones: we have found old bandit tracks and old bandit
camps: we have been led to cunningly concealed food
dumps, but still no bacon to bring home.
Towards the end of September the whole Coy. moved
up to Tanjong Malim to revisit our old haunts of the
" Mountains of the Moon " and Chunkit Lembah. It is

said, to spit on the Trig Point of Lembah is the oriental
equivalent of kissing the Blarney Stone, though this cannot
be vouched for—yet !
The operation itself was a followup to a PI. of A Coy.,
who had found a camp complete with all amenities (includ
ing a parade ground) except its occupants. Although
tracks were found and followed, we were just too far
behind. Lembah was saturated with all kinds of lire,
including a successful shoot by the M.M.G. PI.; we hope
that Tanjong Malim will have a quiet period for some time.
The weather has been quite like home of late and very
few days have passed without rain. A most welcome
addition to our rations is a tin of rum; the extra weight of
which is borne by the PI. Sgts. without a murmur. It is
surprising how well a spoonful of grog goes down with
jungle tea, stew, or just neat. Despite, however, an instruc
tion urging that all ranks should be given every opportunity
to learn to swim, it is not true that we are contemplating
operating in bathing costumes and jungle boots should the
weather continue inclement.
In the sports arena the Coy. has gained one triumph,
recorded elsewhere in this issue. We take this opportunity
of congratulating L/Cpl. Keeler and his team on their
success. Apart from this, however, it has been peculiarly
difficult to arrange venues to add further to our laurels.
We have had a further intake of nine, who have com
pleted their extra training during the last month, and Pte.
Howard from " B," Sheren from '' D " and Edgington from
" H.Q. " have added to our strength; we welcome them all
and hope they will soon settle down in the best Coy. in
the Bn.
On the debit side, C Coy. seems to be looked on as an
inexhaustible supply of upright characters to fill the key
points in the Bn. We are sorry to have lost L/Cpi. Keeler
to the Intelligence Section, L/Cpl. Clark to M.T., Pte.
Noble to the Regimental Police. Capt. Deed has tem
porarily taken over command of D Coy., taking with him
the ever cheerful Pte. Dudley. D Coy.'s gain is our loss
and we hope the loan is only a shortterm one.
Postscript.—The Coy. has been taking part recently in
the operations following the unfortunate ambush in which
H. E. Sir Henry Gurney was murdered.
Having returned from an early start, we were con
fronted with an even earlier one, though this was forgotten
in the general desire to avenge the late Governor.
Acting in the role of " followerslip," tracks leading to
two very good camps were found. Pressing on without
even the usual five minutes' pause for a cigarette, the tracks
eventually split up and were lost in "clouds and a thunder
storm."
That night and those following were intensely cold
and fires were kept going right through the night. Our
camp itself was at an altitude little short of 4,000 feet and
patrols went over the top of Gunong Semangho, some
4,576 feet. Indeed, Frasers Hill could be seen quite clearly
to the chagrin of the Coy. Comd., whose wife was staying
there at the time.
Despite intensive patrolling, we were unable to find
further clues as to the direction taken by the bandits. The
last day, however, was an excellent opportunity for
aspiring lumberjacks, since Coy. H.Q. and 9 PI. spent a
great deal of time in preparing a site for possible airdrops.
But it was at last decided that we should " pull out "
and return to K.K.B., whose delights after our strenuous
efforts seemed a little less dubious after all.
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1.

2/Lt. Ferguson points out a target on a rubber
estate.
3. The Bren Group taking up a fire position.
5. " What was that ? "

2.
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The leading scout cutting his way through bamboo.

4.

A Section crossing a jungle stream.

6,

A Section moving down a typical stream.
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" D " COMPANY
It is with deep regret that we have to announce the
death of 6343399, Cpl. T. Henderson, who died of wounds
received while on operations. Pte. K. Yorke, who was
wounded, is still in hospital in Kuala Lumpur and we wish
him a speedy return to the Coy.
At the beginning of the month, Maj. T. V. Upton, our
Coy. Comd., departed to the bright lights of Singapore,
where he is attending a six weeks' course. Standing in
during Maj. Upton's absence is Capt. Deed, who was pre
viously with C Coy.
After a fairly slack period towards the end of Septem
ber, things have brightened up and a fair  amount of
information has been coming our way. It was on a quick
tip from the police that 10 PI. opened their score, when
a wellknown member of the Tanjong Malim Terrorists'
Squad walked in to collect some food. By now the rest of
his gang have realised that he collected something rather
heavier than he had anticipated. Credit for this, which
takes ithe Coy.'s total to two killed, goes to No. 1 Section
of 10 PI., who were commanded by Lt. Langthorne and
L/Cpl. Healey. Much bashing has been done by all the
other Pis., but we have no other successes to announce to
date. Recently the Coy. made a quick trip to another area
to assist in the pursuit of the gang who ambushed and
killed the High Commissioner, but returned with nothing
more to report than liaison with many Ghurkhas, who
seemed on the last night to be all round us. We were
actually moving during the four days we were there, in
country wellknown to readers of the book by Col. Spencer
Chapman, "The Jungle is Neutral" (C Coy., please note),
and may, one of these times, even get round to covering
the same bit of jungle to take the short cut from Frasers
Hill to Kuala Kubu. lt is unlikely, however, that we
shall set out in P.T. slippers and shorts, as did Col.
Chapman's companions.
For a period we had 11 PI. commanded by 2/Lt.
Gregson, PI. Sgt., Sgt. Henden, detached at Tanjong Malim,
where a number of bandit incidents had occurred. They
have since returned to Coy. base. The cooks have now
had orders to ensure that pork is not served to any member
of 11 PL, as this item has become rather a tender point,
and the question of how angry can a tame pig be before it
is classed as wild, is one that the PI. is still waiting to solve.
Sports have been rather limited here at Kerling, as we
have no grounds within reasonable distance. A rather
stony patch of the road has been turned into a badminton
court and affords opportunity for much exertion, though
there appears to be little scops for the rules of the game.
Wc have a number of promising footballers in the Coy. and
reckon that as soon as we get the chance for a couple of
practice games that we will take the boots right off C Coy.,
who won the K.O. soccer; chiefly because the competition
took place before the formation of the Coy. Amongst
others, Sgt. Vine, Pte. Cumper and Pte. Kingsford have
represented the Bn. in a number of games in the Ulu
Selangor League.
2/Lt. Langthorne, who recently returned to us from
his attachment to the French Army in IndoChina, has now
been sent to train reinforcements for the Malayan Army
at Nee Soon, and whilst we were sorry to see him go, we
wish him the best of luck in his new job.
C.S.M. Dallen still nobly commands the Camp when
all else are out, and appears to have the permanent job of

Camp Orderly Officer. We have recently extended the
perimeter and this, together with the appearance of a few
new tents to replace storm damaged ones, has considerably
improved the layout. The storm, which occurred when
most of the Coy. were on ops., brought a large rubber tree
down slap across two tents, damaging considerably the
Camp lighting and several beds, iron of sorts. The C.Q.M.S.
C/Sgt. Sawyers, was deeply shocked when the Q.M. refused
to believe his story that his G.1098 watch and compass had
been smashed to smithereens, even though the C.Q. offered
to produce the compass liquid as evidence both before and
after the fact.
We have received a number of visits in the past few
weeks from various people, including the Assistant
Chaplain General, who recently walked round and talked io
a number of the men. Although he met nobody he actually
knew, he met a considerable number of "Townies," though
as he announced that he was born within sound of Bow
Bells, perhaps this Is not surprising. The Unit Padre, who
must have a bigger parish than most Archbishops have
Dioceses, was round to visit us last Sunday, 14th September,
when an evening service was held. Hearing was rather
difficult owing to the electric light generator giving strong
competition, and in future we have had to promise that for
an evening the church will have to be moved.
Being extremely busy in preparation for more forth
coming ops. we must close to catch the Bn. post. Next
time we hope to have really found our feet in the Kerling
area and to be able to announce some increase to the Unit's
score.

SUPPORT COMPANY
The main event to be recorded this month is the Coy.'s
first kill. This took place while we were acting in support
of B Coy. Part of the Coy. were in the act of boarding
transport at the end of the operation, covered by other
Sections on nearby hilltops, when a bandit was seen coming
from the jungle edge. He must have had a premonition of
impending doom, because he turned and went hastily back
again; fortunately, not before Lt. Goodwin had time to give
a direct fire order.. He was then despatched by a withering
hail of fire (the bandit, not Lt. Goodwin !). The Coy. duly
celebrated with a successful evening party.
The Coy. also spent six rather tedious days acting as
stops during the preliminary hunt for Sir Henry Gurney's
killers. However, we were provided with an opportunity of
seeing Pahang, which is both colder and more rugged than
Selangor as we know to our cost ! The roads are steep
and winding, with thick jungle down to their edges, and it
is small wonder that the bandits are able to lay efficient
ambushes on them.
Specialist training is now well under way, the necessary
equipment being slowly but surely forthcoming. The
Machine Gun PI. have had one operational shoot, and as I
write are preparing for another. The AntiTank PI. are to
be seen carrying out gun drill with great vigour, and the
Assault Pioneer PI. have constructed a most wonderful col
lection of models, including small rafts, which (so I am told)
float about a small tank of water. It is reported that even
very senior officers'have professed a desire to stay and play
with them. When not engaged in constructing these models,
the Assault Pioneers, under the guidance of Sgt. Barton,
make earsplitting bangs in the general area of their air
strip.
Most of the N.C.O.s have now attended Specialist

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE
Courses at the F.A.R.E.L.F. Training Centre. Cpl. Dodd,
L/Cpls. Laming, Blake and Kelly the M.M.G. Course; Cpl.
Johnson and L/Cpl. Wiggington the AntiTank; and Cpl.
Gordon and L/Cpl. Lane the Assault Pioneer. All
obtained reports which were a credit both to themselves and
the Regiment. In addition, Sgt. Bradshaw and Cpl. Arthur
acted as instructors on M.M.G. and AntiTank Courses
respectively.
We do not seem to have indulged in much competitive
sport this month, but did play C Coy. in the final of the
much closer game than the score suggests, although play
Bn. InterCoy. Soccer Competition. We lost 30, after a
was spoilt by the condition of the pitch which closely
resembled a sea of mud.
Recently returned from leave are the Coy. Comd., Capt.
Fletcher, C/Sgt. Ingleby (in rude health) and Pte. Apps, the
Coy. Clerk. Sgt. Bradshaw has been ill in B.M.H., Singa
pore, but we are glad to have him back looking much
fitter than before. Lt. Goodwin is at present recovering
from an operation to his shoulder, and we hope he'll soon
return to the fold. L/Cpl. Laming and Pte. Brown have
left us for compassionate leave in the U.K. and Australia
respectively, and Capt. Ruffell, already estranged from us as
Bn. Pay Officer, leaves the Bn. permanently when he returns
to U.K. on the 22nd of this month.
The arrival of H.M.T. " Empire Windrush " in the near
future is working all the married members of the Coy. into
a frenzy, and many are the dark mutterings about leave,
accommodation, and all the other worries which beset a
married soldier. We gather, however, that all is now well,
and hope that the families soon to join us have a happy
stay during the Bn.'s tour of duty.

H.Q. COY. AND SIGNAL
PLATOON
Capt. Dodson has now returned to duty after his opera
tion for appendicitis. He was fortunate enough to have two
weeks' convalescence in the Camerons and arrived back
looking very fit.
This Signal PI. takes this opportunity of congratulating
" Pronto " on gaining his captaincy and Cpl. Mills, L/Cpls.
Lockwood and Smith on their recent promotion. Ptes.
Gooch and Hind returned from their ten weeks' course from
the F.A.R.E.L.F. Training Centre and are busy letting
everyone know that they are the only classified signallers in
the PI., apart from the N.C.O.s, who are Regt. Signal
Instructors (please note). This course seems to have done
them good as now they are actually switching on before
netting. The latest trainees, Ptes. Orridge, Kirby, Streeter,
Webb and Priest have now completed their course. In the
final tests Orridge and Kirby did exceptionally well and by
this time have gone to the F.T.C. together with the
old hand—L/Cpl. Smith, Ptes. Patten and Woodman. We
wish them luck and hope that they do as well as their
predecessors.
There has been little change in the aerial and line
layout. Whether this is due to the lack of ideas or wire we
are not quite sure. Anyway, after much experimenting the
present tangle seems to be working well and those at base
breathe a sigh of relief. Of course, there are those who will
make some comment on the above para.; obviously those
who know it all in theory.
Pte. LeRoy is known to one and all by his melodious
" Finished, please;" " finished, please;" and his staggering
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trips around the perimeter every Friday night. The
N.A.A.F.I. thank both him and Pte. O'Gorman for their
constant support.
Pte. " Chubby" Ebon is to be congratulated in
ridding himself of the " hoodoo " which always seemed to
prevent him getting through. The first time he got through
after many abortive attempts, it was suspected that he
stopped his waggon outside the camp and sent his message
from there. However, he has placed his set oustide the
bounds of " gremlins " and all is well.
Pte. Milne has returned from the C.R.S. with a caution,
" Walk on your hands in future," now he will never look
us straight in the eyes again.
Cpl. Solly has suffered with a broken jaw, but we would
stress he did not argue with senior members of the PI. Any
way by all accounts the jaw is mending fast, if nagging is
any guide.
Cpl. Mauleffinch has been accepted into the " Narks' "
Bde. and will be leaving us shortly; his presence will
certainly be missed.
Most of the Pi. were out in one of our recent roundups,
and comms. between Tac. H.Q. and outstations were good.
"The Terrible Trio"— Ptes. Goodchild, Springate and
Woodward—said that it was a real rough " Sarg " even when
they had to sleep on a stone floor it was luxury.
Cpl. Browning must be congratulated on the improve
ment in the stores. Since the visit from a V.I.P. of the Sig.
Sqn., H.Q., Malaya, we've had a begging letter asking for
that rare commodity, " Knowhow," but we've none to
spare.
Ptes. Beecroft, Cummings and Dungate, who have
recently been on leave to Penang, say that it deserves a men
tion, we shall be shortly sending members of the PI. on their
second trip—ops. permitting.
" The Suckers."

M.T. SECTION
There have been some incidents of note lately, the
most prominent being the much dreaded R.E.M.E. inspec
tion. This commenced on the 9th October and we managed
to get rid of the R.E.M.E. Inspectorate team by the 12th
October. We are still waiting for the result with some
interest. The carefully evolved plan for the inspection was
abandoned in the early stages, and every available vehicle
as it arrived from operations was quickly produced for the
inspection, and in this manner, about 50 vehicles out of the
79 held on establishment, were inspected.
The M.T. Section has now a football team of consider
able merit, and has challenged all comers. I may say that
they are still unbeaten after some eight games; this is due
in some measure to the hard work of the centrehalf, Pte.
Smith, and centreforward, Pte. Armstrong. But two men
alone do not make a team and Cpl. Constable, Pte. Creasey
and Pte. Kernaghan have proved themselves to be able
and willing supporters of the team.
The Commanding Officer's driver, Pte. Greenfield, was
crocked in one of the earlier games, having damaged his
big toe on a football. Sgt. Thornton had to be ordered to
play in one or two games, but has now proved himself to
be a talented player, even though his talent is somewhat
rusty with lack of practice.
We must congratulate Sgt. Quinn, Cpl. Constable and
L/Cpl. Funnell on their recent promotion.
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Q.M. DEPT.

INTELLIGENCE SECTION

It's not very often, we, the workers of the Unit, can
find time to express our sentiments concerning our labours
in Malaya. We have managed by much sweat and paint
to improve the appearance of Erskine Camp, led by our
untiring Capt. Q.M., out of all recognition. The out
stations have been improved, which is much appreciated by
the returning " Ulu Bashers."
We are pleased to announce that our field of sport con
tinues to widen. We can now challenge all comers to a
game of hockey or football, with the assurance of a good
game. The blossoming of the R.Q.'s talent as goalkeeper
has already been recognised by the Selangor State team,
which resulted in him being selected for a Malayan Army
trial; we wish him luck—he'll need it.
We shall regret the loss of our Pioneer Cpl. (Wally),
who will shortly be leaving us after completeing 24 years
of undiscovered crime. We all wish him the best of luck
on his return to " civvy street."

There have been two changes in the strength of the
I. Section since its arrival in Malaya. Lt. J. R. Lygo has
decided that real comfort is the bare necessity when engaged
on active service. Consequently, he is now employed with
the training of Malays at Nee Soon Garrison, Singapore.
The new I.O., 2/Lt. P. R. Stock, though loth to leave
B Coy., has discovered that the art of " chair polishing " is
not entirely an unpleasant pastime.
Our I. Sgt., Sgt. Simmonite, the redoubtable " Slim,"
found himself in command for the past week, while for the
first time a Tactical H.Q. was formed in conjunction with
large ops. in Pahang. Both Tac. H.Q. and the I. Sgt. have
benefited by their individual experiences ! Very shortly
the I. Sgt. departs for .two weeks' leave and the I. Section
wishes him a wellearned holiday.
L/Cpl. Keeler has been wrenched from C Coy. to take
the place of Sgt. Bryant, now at Brigade. The rest of the
I. Section continues unchanged.
Pte. Botting jealously
guards his store of maps and Pte. Pugh broods in a mystic
haze of smoke and flame over various secret letters,
generously dropping sealing wax over all concerned. Pte.
Pilkington has departed to H.Q., Malaya, Kuala Lumpur,
for a course on Air Photograph Interpretation and seemed
relieved to quit the precincts of the Ops. Room, where he
bashed a typewriter with monotonous regularity. Pte.
Maslin has just returned from leave in Penang and if his
own after effects are in any way similar to the permanent
hangover the I.O. brought back with him, he has our
sympathy.
A new Ops. Room is almost complete in its pleasant
surroundings near the District Buildings. A magnificent
construction in comparison with the " smoke house"
variety in present use. All and sundry will look forward to
the move over in the near future.

B.O.R.
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We extend our deepest sympathy to Mr. and Mrs. A.
Coleman in their sad loss and bereavement.
We are now well settled in our new quarters on the
edge of the airstrip, which is a much more pleasant
location than our old one on the edge of the square, with
the Chinese School in the rear. We hope that our suc
cessors, Sgt. Cooper with his able assistants—Ptes. Hallett
and Lee—find it to their liking. We didn't.
Early in the month, L/Cpl. Eric (Scoop) Nicholas was
in a state of acute nervous tension as a result of his
exclusive interview with Bernard (Scoop) Wicksteed of the
" Daily Express." We know little of what went on between
these two, but Eric was heard to to remark: " We might get
some better grub now." On occasions he threatens he will
return to the jungle to benefit his failing health and also to
satisfy his curiosity as to what a 24hour ration pack con
tains. He is continually perusing Bernard Wicksteed's
articles to see if he gets a " mention," but the nearest so
far is " Briggs," the monkey.
We welcome two new faces in the persons of Sgt. Harry
Proctor, exH.Q Coy. office, and also Pte. John Burnett,
who was D Coy.'s canteen manager. It is rumoured that
D Coy.'s profits have risen to outstanding heights since his
departure.
" Q " Catt, now relieved of some of his burdens by the
new arrivals has retired to a very small desk in the corner
of the Orderly Room, from whence he can survey his
domain.
The area surrounding the Orderly Room is developing
a "Q" Garden ""'mosphere under the care of the
O.R.Q.M.S. In passing, certain N.C.O.s have been heard
to comment that flowers, mysteriously missing in their own
personal garden, seem to reappear with startling rapidity
in the garden round the Orderly Room. " Q " has a distinct
loathing for " janker waller " who, when put to work on his
plot, ofttimes mistakes his flora for weed and ruthlessly
destroys them.
During the last week we have been granted a heavenly
rest due to the absence of our Eric on a leave spell in
Penang. Such peace . . .
" Grass Widowers."

M.I. STAFF
This is a tribute to the hardest working Section in the
Bn. and it comes from one of its staunchest admirers.
We have not had our names in " The Gazette " before
—perhaps our modesty was to blame (?). But now we
have at last arrived and are here to stay.
First, our hearty congratulations to " Slim " Kingsford,
a new member of our staff, who did such an excellent job
on his first patrol as a Medic; keep up the good work,
" Slim," and well done.
Our Medics are split up and are to be found at each
detachment, as well as in the M.l. Room here. At Kerling,
our lads, led by Redwood, are the perpetual delight of Sgt.
Major Dallen, and the female population of Rawang are
bolting their doors at the wild escapades of L/Cpl. Cook
and Pte. Fred Doe, those twins of michief and devilment.
Our condolences are most genuinely offered to our one
and only L/Cpl. (Kill 'em or cure 'em) Luck, who, we hear
with regret, was detailed for guard. Still, what with the aid
of Sgt. Roberts' belt and the M.O.'s beret, he somehow
scraped through.
We have been present at most of the Bn. bandit killings
and have had numerous patrols with all Coys., usually led
by those two " head hunters," Benzie and Holman, who
certainly present a demoralising picture to all and sundry.
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Cpl. Hope is now the Bn.'s chiropodist, and we wish
him success at his new venture and expect to visit him
sometime in " '53 " at his civilian practice in Harley Street.
We have lost " Ginger" Berwis, who is now a dog
minder, but in his place we welcome two additions, Ptes.
Milner and Hartnett, who are to be found ornamenting the
M.I. Room daily. George Harcup, lately returned from
hospital, is seen studying the sailings for " Blighty " and
cultivating his back with N.A.A.F.l. " Brasso." Best of
luck, George, but we will all be in "civvy street" before
you.
To the forgotten lads of Trolak, we say " Carry on "
and let Pte. Oakley be your guide. Your deeds are a credit
to you all, but what happens to your indents ?
We announce with great regret the passing of " Doc "
Roberts' motor bike, as we must now walk to the N.A.A.F.l.
Finally, we bid farewell to our M.O., who leaves us in
December. We wish you the very best, sir, and may you
find an excellent practice in England.

BAND
The past few weeks have been very quiet from a Band
point of view, but we understand that the grindstone is
being brought out once more in the very near future. The
next few weeks will see members having a spot of leave up
at Penang or down at Singapore, whilst Mr. Watkins and
a few more fortunates will be spending their leave with
their familes in Kuala Lumpur, as the " Empire Windrush "
is due in a few days' time.
We still manage to hold our end up at sport, and
apart from InterBp. games, we have met two civilian
hockey teams, and still retained our average (Tanjong
Malim S.I.T.C. 1, Band 4; Band C, Bclfield Club, Kuala
Kubu Bharu 0). We look eagerly to the InterCoy. Com
petition, and dream of winning it. (H.Q. " Y," please note!)
Bdsm. Davis is now back with us ex hospital, and we
hope to see Bdsmn. Bowles and Drakes back with us in the
very near future. At present they are both languishing in
B.M.H., Singapore. We also expect to see Bdsmn. Robson,
Breen and Elmes out here very soon, as we know just when
their course at Kneller Hall terminated !
" Liam."

CRICKET

I

T is a melancholy fact that K.K.B. possesses but one
ground which has to serve the police, the villagers, and
ourselves for all sports. It is obviously much in
demand, especially for soccer, which knows no season here,
and cricket has perforce had to be played elsewhere. Thus
Bn. matches have been few and distant. This has led to
cricket becoming a somewhat gladiatorial sport, indulged
in as opportunity offers for a chosen few. It is hoped to
remedy this next season by making a pitch of our own
somehow, somewhere.
Before dealing with the Bn. games, some of the deeds
of the few are worthy of mention, as it is fair to say that
the Regiment's cricketing reputation has been worthily
upheld. The services of those " terrible two," Capts.
Shearburn and Dover, have been in demand everywhere,
and they have performed with considerable success in
various disguises. Maj. Crook, Geoffrey Howlett and Pte.
Cummings have restricted their appearances more or less to
official channels. All form the mainstay of 18 Inf. Bde.
side, for whom Maj. Buckle has also performed with
success.
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WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE AFRAID OF
ELEPHANTS ?
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

A few facts, too. Playing for South Malaya District
v. Singapore, Paul Crook enlivened the proceedings with a
brisk 66, including three sixes and three " lives;" Rex
Shearburn followed with an invigorating 47, including two
sixes. Geoffrey Howlett, meanwhile, having kept wicket
ably was completing a stylish 32 the other end. (In spite
of unkind rumours the bowling was NOT underhand).
With staunch support from Dickie Dover, " The Queen's
Own" played no small part in the defeat of Singapore. In
another match playing for the North of Malaya, for whom
we are geographically qualified, thanks to Trolak, Pte.
Cummings bowled consistently well throughout, taking the
first four wickets in the first innings and two in the second,
and contributing a valuable 11 runs, which enabled the
North to win by two runs.
On 24th June, the Bn. team took on Seremban
Garrison, who included the best allrounder in Malaya in
Maj. Bennett, R.A.M.C. Our bowling and fielding was
keen and consistent, as usual, and we dismissed them for
131. Once again, however, our batting failed through lack
of practice against good bowling and we could only
muster 59.
Against K.L. Garrison, on 28th June, we dismissed the
Garrison for 98 and were 20 for four wickets, when rain
intervened. We like to think our batting has improved
since then, and that we shall avenge our early defeats by
the SulTolks and K.L. Garrison in return matches before
the season ends.
Two cheerful matches have been played against the
colliery at Batu Arang. The first was " liquidated" at
lunchtime after we had made 95, to which L/Cpl. Baker
contributed a very valuable 43. In the second we managed
to win an exciting lowscoring game by two runs.
1st R.W.K. v. Seremban Garrison, played at Seremban
on 24th June, 1951. Lost by 72 runs,
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SEREMBAN GARRISON
Maj. Willis, b. Shearburn
Sgt. Martin, c. Pelling, b. Shearburn
Maj. Cox, c. Hunting, b. Pelling
C/Sgt. Leadbetter, c. Baker, b. Shearburn ..
Maj. Bennett, b. Pelling
Maj. Pinninger, l.b.w. Cummings
W.O.I Bowles, not out
Maj. Dewing, l.b.w. Cummings
Sgt. Worstencroft, st. Howlett, b. Shearburn
Pte. Weatherall, c. Dover, b. Cummings ....
Cpl. Howard, b. Pelling
Extras
Total
Bowling :
Capt. Shearburn
Pte. Cummings
Pte. Pelling
Pte. Goulden
Maj. Crook

131
0.

M.

R.

19
17
8.1
4
3

8
6
0
0
0

27
41
21
16
19

1 R.W.K.
2/Lt. Howlett, b. Bennett . .
Capt. Dodson, b. Willis
Capt. Hunting, b. Bennett
Capt. Dover, b. Willis
Capt. Shearburn, b. Bennett
Maj. Crook, l.b.w. Bennett
Maj. Buckle, st. Pinninger, b. Willis
Pte. Goulden, b. Willis ....
L/Cpl. Baker, b. Willis
Pte. Cummings, c. Bowles, b. Bennett ..
Pte. Pelling, not out
Total
Bowling :
Maj. Bennett
C/Sgt. Leadbetter
Maj. Willis

6
12
12
2
3
29
40
14
0
6
0
7

w.
4
3
3
0
0
6
8
10
0
14
12
1
0
1
1
0
6
59

0.

11.5
3
8

M.

R.

W.

1
0
0

23
7
23

5
0
5

1 R.W.K. v. Kuala Lumpur Garrison, played at Kuala
Lumpur, 28th June, 1951. Match drawn.
KUALA LUMPUR GARRISON
S/Ldr. Orbell, c. Hunting, b. Goulden ....
F/'Lt. Yatemen, b. Cummings
F/Lt. Godwin, c. Buckle, b. Cummings ....
Maj. CooperKey, c. Buckle, b. Cummings ..
Maj. Oldman, c. Crook, b. Shearburn
Gp/Capt. Kelley, run out
L.A.C. Norman, b. Pelling
Capt. Gascoine, c. Howlett, b. Shearburn ..
L.A.C. Godfrey, l.b.w. Cummings
L.A.C. Sedman, b. Cummings
L.A.C. Greenwood, not out
Extras
Total
Bowling :
Capt. Shearburn
Pte. Cummings
Pte. Pelling
Pte. Goulden

28
6
0
9
8
12
0
16
8
0
4
7
98

o.
12
13.2
7
4

M.
4
8
3
0

R.
30
23
17
22

w.

2
5
1
1

1 R.W.K.
Capt. Dover, b
2/Lt. Howlett, b
Capt. Hunting, b
Capt. Shearburn, b
Maj. Crook, not out
Extras

6
1
11
0
2
0

Total
.
20
Rain stopped play. Maj. Buckle, Pte. Goulden, Capt.
Dodson, Pte. Cummings, L/Cpl. Baker and Pte. Pelling
did not bat.
The Bn.'s somewhat disjointed cricket season ended on
a satisfactory note, and on 12th September we avenged our
defeat by I he SufFolks in the opening game of the year.
The match was played in K.L. under rather damp
conditions, but the Suffolks sportingly fielded for some time
in the rain during the afternoon and a fine evening enabled
us to gain a victory.
The Bn. batted first and reached the satisfactory total
of 112 for nine declared, thanks to a sound innings of 34
by 2/Lt. Howlett and some cheerful hitting by our tail.
The Suffolks started off quite well and reached the
menacing score of 48 for three. Then some rapid changes
of bowling supported by keen fielding brought about their
collapse and they were all out for 64. Pte. Greenfield,
having an innings of 15 not out, had an analysis of 3 for 8.
In a match at K.K.B. on 23rd Sept., against the local
P.W.D. Club, Capt. Deed was 49 not out and Capt.
Shearburn had made 44, when rain stopped play with the
score 126 for 7.
Details—1 R.W.K. v. 1 Suffolk:
1 R.W.K.
2/Lt. Howlett, c. Fisher Hock, b. Dewar ..
Capt. Dove, b. Whitmore
Maj. Crook, l.b.w. Dewar
Capt. Shearburn, c. Whitmore, b. Collins ..
L/Cpl. Baker, c. Cobbold, b. Speight
Sgt. Fuller, b. Dewar
Pte. Gordon, b. Collins
Pte. Greenfield, not out
Sgt. Simpson, c. Collins, b. Speight
Pte. Cummings, b. Collins
Extras
Total (for 9 wickets declared)
Pte. Cox did not bat.

34
0
2
22
8
2
3
15
13
12
1
112

1 SUFFOLKS
Maj. Fisher Hock, b. Shearburn
Lt. Cobbold, b. Cummings
Maj. Dewar, c. Cummings, b. Greenfield . .
Pte. Hamilton, b. Shearburn
Capt. Speight, c. Shearburn, b. Fuller
Cpl. Cox, c. Greenfield, b. Fuller
Pte. Peddle, st. Howlett, b. Fuller
Cpl. Collins, run out
Pte. Hood, b. Greenfield
Pte. Featherstone, b. Greenfield
Pte. Whitmore, not out
Extras
Total

15
3
34
0
7
1
0
0
0
0
5
1
66
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Bowling : Shearburn, 2 for 22; Cummings, 1 for 15;
Goulden, 0 for 15; Fuller, 3 for 4; Greenfield,
3 for 8.
OFFICERS V. WARRANT OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS
In the annual Officers' v. W.O.s' and Sgts". match, the
Officers managed to win by 26 runs. But it was no easy
win.and several times the Sgts. looked like pulling it off.
Maj. Crook won the toss and with great glee invited
the Sgts. to field in the afternoon heat. He was not so glee
ful when the Officers' score stood at 2 for 7. However,
having run out Capt. Deed before the latter had received
one ball, he felt he owed something and, with Lt. Goodwin,
took the score to 65 before being well caught by the
A.P.T.C. Sgt., Sgt. Colard, off the R.S.M. Lt. Goodwin
and Lt. Norton then had a splendid stand of 20 invaluable
runs before that reluctant cricketer, Lt. Norton, was dis
missed for a priceless 2. The Officers were finally all out for
a reasonable total of 96. Sgt. Heyfron bowled excellently
throughout and was well supported all round.
The Sgts., in the formidable shape of D/M. Watts and
Sgt. Heyfron, started off in great style and offered scornful
resistance to Capt. Shearburn's " expresses." Coming in
No. 3, the R.S.M. played a fine innings and took the score
to 64 for 4 before being slumped for an excellent 23. By
now time was drawing to a close and the situation was
tense when the score stood at 70 for 8, with about five
minutes left for play. However, the Sgts. could not quite
withstand the wiles of Maj. Crook's lefty slows, and with
Sgt. Barton being stumped first ball, Sgt. Hanlon was bowled
by the fifth ball of what was probably the last over of the
day.
A splendid match thoroughly enjoyed by all.
Scores:—

OFFICERS
Capt. Dover, b. Heyfron
Maj. Rickcord, c. Catt, b. Heyfron
Maj. Buckle, c. Heyfron, b. Jennings
Maj. Spurr, l.b.w., b. Heyfron
Maj. Crook, c. Collara. b. Stephens
Lt.Col. Martyn, b. Jennings
Capt. Deed, run out
Lt. Goodwin, not out
Lt. Norton, b. Heyfron
2/Lt. Howlett, c. Stephens, b. Catl
Extras

3
4
9
2
44
0
0
23.
2
6
2

Total
96
Bowling: Catt, 1 for 6; Heyfron, 5 for 40: Jennings,
2 for 6; Watts, 0 for 15; Stephens, 1 for 25.
W.O.s AND SGTS.
D/M. Watts, b. Shearburn
Sgt. Heyfron, b. Goodwin
R.S.M. Stephens, st. Flowlett, b. Crook
O.R.Q.M.S. Catt, b. Buckle
Sgt. Simpson, c. Rickcord, b. Crook
Sgt. Jennings, b. Shearburn
Sgt. Colard, b. Shearburn
Sgt. Simonite, c. Spurr, b. Crook
R.Q.M.S. Grubb, not out
Sgt. Barton, st. Howlett, b. Crook
Sgt. Hanlon, b. Crook
. Extras

....

9
8
23
4
17
0
0
0
0
0
0
9

Total
70
Bowling: Shearburn, 3 for 13; Deed, 0 for !3;
Goodwin. 1 for 4; Buckle, 1 for 10; Martyn, 0 for
12; Crook, 5 for 11.

B Coy., Rawang, Malaya.
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4 th

BATTALION

BATTALION H.Q.
T was anticipated that this month we
would be able to announce details of
the adoption of Battalion Headquarters
and Support and Headquarter Companies
by the town of Tonbridge. The Town
Council has agreed to this adoption, but
owing to the Election the ceremonies are
to be held next year.
A 5th Bn. 1914/18 War Memorial
has been fitted to the Wall of Headquarters Coy. Drill
Hall and surrounded by ten wooden shields, commemorat
ing battles in which the 5th Bn. took part in the last war.
This has improved the appearance of the Hall considerably
and we hope, before long, to produce some similar shields
for the 4th Bn.
Capt. I. H. Roper sailed for Durban in the Stirling
Castle on 4th October. We have heard from him that he
is enjoying his trip, especially the food and sunshine. He
is due to arrive with the 1st Bn. some time in January.

i

H.Q. COMPANY
The month of September has passed, trailing in its
wake its own record of international tension and the vicious
pounce of hostile arms.
The bandits ambuscades in
Malaya, the feint and thrust in Korea, the achievements of
the French in IndoChina, each, in their own way underline
the need for a high standard of marksmanship within the
infantry.
It is therefore with considerable satisfaction and some
astonishment that we record some of the results of the
Coy's. L.M.G. Classification held at Shoreham Range on
the 15th and 16th of September.
L/Cpl. Brough
Score 163 — Marksman.
Sgt. Mew
Score 151 — Marksman.
Pte. Brown
Score 144 — Marksman.
Pte. Bamblett
Score 142 — Marksman.
Pte. Gosnell
Score 130 — Marksman.
Pte. Manser
Score 119 — FirstClass.
Pte. Stevens
Score 117 — FirstClass.
Pte. Tullett
Score 110 — FirstClass.
The Commanding Officer very kindly visited us on both
days. The presence of Lt. H. R. Duggan as neutral officer
should convince our most sceptical readers that, although
some unexpected names were included in the above list,
their achievements were nonetheless real and are worthy
of congratulation.
The weather was traditional in its attitude towards
H.Q. Coy. weekends. Saturday was unpleasantly wet, but
Sunday lived up to its name.
The month has seen an unusual amount of sickness
amongst the Coy. members. Cpl. Kitchenham was par
ticularly unfortunate in receiving an eye injury from which
we earnestly hope he will soon recover. We should also like
to sympathise with Ptes. Palmer and Larkin and to express
the hope that they will soon be well again.
Capt. I. H. Roper, M.C., who has been our Adjutant
since 1948, has left us to join the 1st Bn. in Malaya. I am
sure the Coy. will join with me in wishing him every good
fortune and the best of hunting. I understand that the

Malayan Equivalent of scalphunting is the collecting of
Field Caps bearing small red stars. We shall look forward
to his returning with many such personal trophies.
Our new Adjutant is Capt. D. E. Blum, to whom we
extend a sincere and hearty welcome and the loyal support
of the best Headquarter Coy. in the Brigade.
Clubman.

" A " COMPANY
Once again I am embarking on another written ad
venture for the Q.O.G., beginning with an announcement
of the fact that the Bn. mascot (Pte. Nichols) has relin
quished his appointment. I sincerely hope he will find
prosperity in slapping fat men into thin ones.
The attachment of two other ranks to the 1st Bn. The
Buffs at Brandon, seems to have been quite an enjoyable
military error, since the men concerned, namely Ptes.
Cavanagh and Kehily, returned with sore feet and empty
pockets. Doubtless many false war stories passed through
the camp during their short stay. The exaggerated state
ment that they had marched practically the length and
breadth of Norfolk and Suffolk is well worth hearing.
The weekend shoot at Hythe on the 6th and 7th
October proved to be very enjoyable, although it is not
known how well the Bn. fared in the competition.
It has been suggested to the higher executives of the
Coy. that, as the Coy. dinner was such a success, a Christ
mas Party might be arranged. All personnel are now
awaiting the decision of the executives with great suspense.
Jobeca.

" B " COMPANY
With autumn in the air Baker Coy. is becoming a hive
of ever increasing activity. Our numbers are growing
and the winter's sporting and entertainment programme is
well under way.
We have welcomed two newcomers since last going to
press and a big intake is expected this month. Pte. Stevens,
who came to us a few weeks ago, is already something of
a local celebrity, having recently gazed at us from the
pages of the local paper. Not long ago he returned from
service with the Middlesex Regt. in Korea, where he was
wounded, though we are happy to say it has not marred his
good looks. Another N.S. man, Pte. Wake, has also joined
us and promises to be a handy man behind an A/T gun.
It was with mixed feelings that the officers gathered
at Bn. H.Q. one Saturday night early in September to chink
a last glass, for some time, with Capt. Roper, and to wel
come Capt. Blum and his wife. The wailing figure of the
"Muezzin crying from the Tower of Darkness" at one
stage of the evening was rumoured to bear an extra
ordinarily close resemblance to our Coy. Commander.
Despite the fact that we regrettably lost a return match
against Nash's Paper Mills, by the narrowest of margins,
the Coy. is firmly established behind the sights at present
and is consolidating in the position, but more of that
threat below. Congratulations and every success to Sgt.
Vallins, who has been chosen to represent the Div. in the
Kolar Cup Competition, and to Sgts. Johnson, Styles—and
of course Vallins, who, with Pte. Farmer, are all represent
ing the Bn. in the T.A.R.A. shoot. Our Miniature Range
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is being transformed under the enthusiasm of Mike
Clemence and we hope soon to boast the best in the Bn.,
with a corresponding standard of marksmanship. So let
those of you who fancy your chances outside Battersea
Fun Fair come and pit your sights against us.
Other sporting activities include the soccer trial on 7th
October, and we are confident that the " Busy Bees " will
lend their sting to the Bn. team.
One very damp Sunday morning recently a small recce
patrol, commanded by Maj. Coath, set out to find a new
Coy. playground and found a most excellent site close to
a nudist colony. The rumour that the Training Programme
has since undergone drastic revision is authoritatively de
nied. But a marked air of keenness for outside training
has crept through the Coy. and a directive has been issued
reminding all troops that " they will on no account be
diverted from the main objective by ' sideshows.' "
Campaign Medals—With an election in sight the ser
vices of Michael Nash have temporarily been lost to Miss
Pat HornsbySmith.
Busy Bee.

" C " COMPANY
On Sunday, 7th October the Bn. football trial was held
at Knole Paddock and produced some robust and amusing
soccer, if not very skilful. It was very evident that Capt.
Maynard was itching to pick the ball up and run with it
rather than have to use his feet. Congratulations to Cpl.
Hopcroft and Pte. Mason on being chosen to play and
further laurels to the latter on being one of the people who,
in conjunction with Capt. Maynard, C.S.M. Holsworth,
Sgt. Mew, Ptes. Waldon and Westbrook, found the back
of the net. The North XI (B, C and D Coys.) triumphed
over the South XI (A, H.Q., and Sp. Coys.) by the odd goal
in nine. Players and spectators then adjourned to the Nell
Gwyn cafe for some very acceptable " char and wads."
A very enjoyable and amusing evening was held in
Montreal Park on Tuesday, 9th October. A patrol, if such
it can be called, led by the redoubtable Mr. Pennells, set
out from Dibden Cottages in the general direction of the
Officers' Mess, to ascertain various points including the
whereabouts of the " enemy," consisting of Capt. Hayes,
Mr. Duggan, C.S.M. Woolley and Cpl. Hopcroft.
The
Patrol Commander was indeed cunning though in manag
ing to partially elude the " enemy" found himself in a
sheepdip! Other reports say that another officer took
too close a look at a thunderflash half a second before it
went off. We presume that since he was able to quaff his
ale a short while later he was none the worse for his ex
perience—and his moustache is still intact.
We notice that the rugger season has well and truly set
in. Capt. Hayes seems to spend a lot of his time in Wil
liamsons drinking coffee whilst supposedly arranging for
aftermatch teas and Mr. Duggan has already got his arm
in plaster—an excellent start! The only person who seems
to have escaped is Mr. Pennells, from which we presume
that he has so far avoided the base of the scrum!
We hear rumours that the formation of a Bn. Band
is in the offing, and we do not feel that it should be too
difficult a task to find a first and second fiddle out of this
Coy.
Pen Pusher.

" D " COMPANY
We understand there are a lot of envious people in the
Bn. Something to do with a Festival Cup, we have heard.
Yet, it is a nicecup—very nice indeed, thank you! Come
over to Parish Lane sometime and we will show it to you;
though no doubt you will see it again next camp—being
presented to " D " Coy. for the second year in succession.
You see we have decided to make (?) a Festival year too.
We don't want any hard feelings so we will just warn you
that the Cup will still be gracing the Bar at Parish Lane
in 1953. What we are still undecided on is whether we
exercise our prerogative to keep it for good after winning it
for 3 years in succession.
On the 8th September the Coy. mobilised and pro
ceeded in Mob Order to Shoreham. The party included
the Coy. NAAFI, ably run by L/Cpl. Tom Sayer and the
Coy. motor cycle and sidecar detachment, commanded
by Cpl. Ted Ransome and driven by L/Cpl. George Pace.
Thanks to liberal quantities of char—hot and fairly
sweet, but tasting of everything but tea—the champion
Coy. of the Bn. sank yet another nail into the coffins of
all you other aspiring Festival Cup winners. Well we do
not want to brag about the number of marksmen in " D "
Coy., but if Ted Ransom produces any of his 99 per cent
proof self distilled bath tub whisky (God help us) we'll
double the number at camp next year.
The Coy. gained further laurels when the lnvicta Social
Club (that's us) ably organised by Horace, gained a de
cisive victory at Darts against the Railway Tavern, Shore
ham. The Railway Tavern team should go on the ranges
more often.
Congratulations to C/Sgt. Johnson and to Cpl. Tedman
on recent increases to their respective families—to both, a
son.
Officer casualties are high. The last we heard of the
" Major " was that he had—a carbuncle, was it? George
Wood is waiting to go into a hospital for an operation and
Nemesis has caught up with Fred Lovell—he's engaged!
We welcome 2/Lt. Brian Newman, exR.A.F. C/Sgt.
Johnny Johnson and Sgt. Wally Hills, alias GapinHejrow,
are leaving us. We hate to think what will happen to the
accounts without Colour Johnny to keep them in order.
And Wally Hill! A wife,.a general store, and a job with
the Gas Board have all contributed to the bags we have
seen under Wally's eyes recently. We understand that
the Gas Board is his main worry at the moment, for as a
Nationalised worker he is perturbed about his future after
25th October.
Good luck, Mr. Johnson and Mr. Hill.
Cpl. Phil Everett we have heard is contemplating a
course of Turkish Baths, but there are no physical signs
of his having started yet.
Well that's about all for this month. We shall be
interested to hear comments from other Coys, on our pro
posals to rename the Festival Cup " The Parish Lane
Trophy."
Nightingale IV.
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SUPPORT COMPANY
It has been a quiet month, our only outing being
to Shoreham Range, where we fired our L.M.G. Course.
The results were quite satisfactory, the two outstanding shots
being Capt. Large and Cpl. Locke. We spent the night at
Montreal Park Camp, where our neighbours were the
Division R.M.P. On the whole we spent a quiet week
end—ask Pte. Edwards, who by accident ran across a Sgt.
of this noble Corps rather late on the Saturday night.
The rest of the month has been taken up by firing on the
miniature range, a competition being run by our P.S.i.
Leading is Cpl. Locke, closely followed by .Sgt. Dowsing.
We again managed to defeat a team sent up to Bank Street
by H.Q. Coy. (score being Sp. Coy. 262, H.Q. Coy. 241).
I stated earlier that it had been a quiet month. I
should have said except on Thursday nights when Jack
Breaden and his Corps of Drums use our main garage to
practice in—and what a row! Sgt. Moore says that when
Jack shouted "quick march" and the drums struck up,
they shook him off the aim with the vibration (a cert bull,
he says it was). Rumour has it that Sgt. Coulstock cracked
his false teeth blowing too hard on the flute and Cpl. Passcy
put his stick through the drum (perhaps there is some
excuse for Wally Moore).
We have just had our Carriers inspected by the C.J.V.
and we are keeping our lingers crossed and hoping for the
best.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Cheeseman on his recent
marriage which probably accounts for seeing so little of
him since Camp. Put your foot down, Freddie!
Washout.

W

NOTED

^

FARMER U BROWN ALES
Agents for—

BARCLAY'S LAGER
ASHFORD VALLEY CYDERS
MEDWAY MINERAL WATERS
Wines 8 Spirits of the choicest brand
Price List on application. All goods delivered.
Phone Maidstone 3090

22, WEEK STREET.
MAIDSTONE

O

CTOBER started comparatively quietly, but the
tempo increased towards the end in a visit by the
Army Commander, our Annual Inspection and a
Passing Out Parade.
The C.O. was away for a fortnight for Army
Manoeuvres on Salisbury Plain. During most of this time
he was conducting a Belgian General round the battle area.
When detailed for the job he was told that he must have,
or rapidly acquire, a respirator, tact and initiative—a some
what disturbing combination.  He was not, however,
warned that the General spoke no word of English and had
no interpreter.
Nevertheless, apart from the similarity
between "Armour" and "Amour," which produced a degree
of bewilderment in the early stages of the activities of 6th
Armoured Division, the C.O's. French seems to have stood
the strain.
On the 20th a very pleasant gathering of the Past
and Present Association was held in the New Gymnasium.
This will no doubt be reported in full elsewhere, but suffice
to say that the evident popularity of this function indicates
that it has come to stay.
The Band of The Buffs gave us invaluable help
throughout the evening.
On the 24th we had a short visit from the Army Com
mander on his way down to Dover. He was very interested
in seeing the Museum for the first time. He was accom,
panied by Lady Templar, who was our first official visitor
to the new Ladies' Room in the Mess.
Finally on the 31st we had the Passing Out Parade of
our Third Intake of recruits, combined with our Annual
Inspection. These were taken by Brigadier Bannister, now
acting as District Commander. Everything went off satis
factorily, but this time the weather was unkind to us and
the parade of the Permanent Staff in the morning was
somewhat marred by rain.
SPORT IN REGIMENTAL DEPOT
ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL
In spite of our small permanent staff, there are several
soccer enthusiasts in the Depot. It has been found pos
sible to form a regular team, and over a dozen fixtures
have already been arranged for this season. The following
matches have been played with these results: —
Wed., 7th Sept.—Depot XI v. Recruits XI: won 11—1.
Tues., 25th Sept.—Depot XI v. Kent Fire Service: lost
2—5.
Wed., 30th Oct.—Depot XI v. Tunbridge Wells
Crusaders F.C. (1st Round, Chatham Junior
Charity Cup): lost 1—7.
Wed., 10th Oct.—Depot XI v. Recruits XI: won 12—3.
Unfortunately two or three key players were unavail
able in each of the two outside matches. In the second
match, versus the recruits (a different intake from the first
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game) the match was closer than the score suggests, and
at halftime was 3—3. Tunbridge Wells Crusaders must
have thought that we played well, in spite of losing, as they
offered us a return friendly game.
HOCKEY
Unfortunately there are very few people in the Depot
who can play hockey. The game is only prevented from
becoming extinct by a number of those who learnt to play
in India, back in '30. However, we have managed to raise
a team, which for the first match consisted of seven officers
and sergeants, one sergeant being unavailable. The result
of the first match played was: —
Wed., 10th Oct.—Depot XI v. Home Counties Brigade
Depot XI: 3—5 lost.
As there were insufficient players in the Depot to have
a trial previously, this was in the nature of a trial game.
At halftime we led 1—0, and later 3—2, but then one or
two regrettable goals were let through and we never re
gained our lead.
OTHER SPORTS
Cross Country Running.—There are a few keen cross
country runners in the Depot, twelve to date, and we are
in the process of forming a team with a view to arranging
some local fixtures.
Badminton.—A badminton court, set up in the new
Gymnasium, has become popular both for the more
energetic and for those trying to get their weight down.
One officer, recently returned from Malaya, really showed
us how to play the game.
Indoor Tennis.—An indoor tennis court has now been
marked out in the Drill Shed. On the first night of play,
a certain amount of difficulty was experienced in spotting
the ball against the white background of the floor and
walls. The Q.M., undaunted, is shortly having both floor
and walls painted green.
Cricket finally saw the season out on 26th September.
It has not been found possible to form a Depot rugger
team. Boxers are already undergoing strenuous training.

SERGEANTS' MESS

E

ARLY in October, on the 6th, a small party from the
Mess made their way to Town to attend "62 Club"
Social, which was held that evening.
The party
consisted of the R.S.M., O.R.Q.M.S., Sgt. (Cawftablets)
Manson and Sgt. Pratt. As is usual it was intended to
combine this with seeing a firstclass soccer match. Un
fortunately it so happened that "Cawftablets'" favourites
(Gillingham) had a fixture with Crystal Palace at Selhurst
Park that day. and after much argument and the toss of
a coin we made our way to Selhurst Park.
It was a
lousy " game, but " Cawftablets " was in very high spirits
as his team managed to register their first away win by
2—0. After much travelling, queueing, we finally arrived
at The Cranbourne where once again we met many of our
friends, all ex1st Bn., and had a very pleasant evening,
rounding off' with the usual " Tipit " match. Once more,
after a very gallant effort we were defeated by 21 points
to 20. Since " 62 introduced the shield our team seem to
be just out of luck, but our turn will come in due course.
The 20th October was the occasion of the Past and
Present Social evening and Gettogether, which found many
members of the Mess fully employed. The evening proved

a great success and I'm sure those who worked so hard to
make it a good show were more than satisfied to find how
well the function was supported.
The R.S.M. was pleased to receive a letter from
R.Q.M.S. Grubb, of the 1st Bn., who emphasised the fact
that they get cigarettes issued with their rations. He tells
us he has now completed 12 years—of course he can cheer
up as we find the first 20 are the worst. At about this time
the tragic news was received of the patrol being ambushed
in Malaya. We take this opportunity of extending to all
our deepest sympathy.
The Depot Permanent Staff have now completed the
rifle part of their Annual Range course, and Sammy Ringe
has once again maintained his marksmanship.
lt is
rumoured that he did in fact fire two of the practices with
out a foresight, but managed to make two possibles! The
L.M.G. part will be fired during the latter part of Novem
ber after the first fall of snow—gloves may now be worn,
so it will not be too bad.
During the month we have had to say " cheerio " to
C/Sgt. Murphy, who proceeded home on 28 days pending
discharge. We wish him all the luck in civvy street. Sgt.
Huntington is also due to leave shortly to take over Mess
Sgt. at Home Counties Brigade Depot. Sgt. White joined
after long leave, but is hoping to get overseas again as
soon as possible—he finds cigarettes, etc., rather expensive,
as does C/Sgt. Jones, who is also itching to get overseas
again. Sgt. Collingwood has had a short spell in hospital
with a knee injury he received whilst playing hockey. We
are glad to see him back on light duty again.
We take this opportunity of wishing all members, both
past and present, the compliments of the season as we feel
they will be belated if left until next month.
McCartney.
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The following is one of a series of articles by Bernard
Wicksteed, Special Correspondent of the Daily Express, who
recently spent some time with the 1st Bn. in Malaya.
We are indebted to the Editor of the Daily Express for
permission to republish these articles and also for the use
of the illustrations.

Wicksteed's Jungle Diary
NUMBER ONE

ODD INTERLUDE
FOR THE BARROW BOY AND THE STAGE
ACROBAT WHO WERE CALLED UP FOR
NATIONAL SERVICE
TROLAK, Malaya. Friday.

D

ON'T attempt to look for this place on the map, be
cause you won't find it.
It is 80 miles north of Kuala Lumpur and con
sists of a rubber estate, manager's bungalow, half a dozen
Chinese and Indian shops, the " A" Coy. of the Royal
West Kent Regiment, and miles and miles of mountainous
jungle.
At this time of the year there is a cloudburst every
day, and when 1 say a cloudburst I mean about four inches
of rain in an hour, which is just twice as much as London
gets in a month.
I want to tell you a lot about life at Trolak, not be
cause there is anything special about it, but because it is
typical of a score of other camps where British soldiers—
mostly National Service boys—are living. The first thing
you have to learn at Trolak is not to be surprised at
anything.
SO NATURAL . . .
Five minutes after I arrived a monkey came into the
officers' mess and started to drink my beer.
This struck
me as odd enough but an even more curious thing was
that nobody took any notice.
Nobody said " Excuse me, but there's a monkey drink
ing your beer." They all seemed to think it too natural
for comment.
It was one of those longarmed gibbons that swing
round their cage in the zoo, uttering cries of " Waa, waa,
waa," and it helped itself to my drink by dipping its hairy
hand in the glass and then sucking it.
After a bit I said to one of the officers: " Is this chap
a regular or a National Service monkey? "
" Oh, I am so sorry," he said. " Didn't I introduce
you? This is Briggs. The only reason he is allowed to
remain here is that he was handed over to us by the Scots
Guards on Army Form G1098. If anything happened
to him there'd have to be a court of enquiry. So what
can you do? "
When 1 asked if the monkey's name had anything to
do with the fact that the operations in the jungle were be
ing directed by a general named Briggs, he replied: "No
sir, it's a pure coincidence."

BERNARD WICKSTEED
Besides gibbons, the British Army in the jungle has on
its strength a number of socalled " headhunters" from
Borneo. There are six here at Trolak, and though they
wear the same uniforms as our boys they look rather odd
on parade because they have hair that hangs down to their
waists, holes in their ears the size of halfcrowns, and teeth
that are studded with jewels.
For some unaccountable reason they enjoy being in
the Army immensely, and they are always asking our fel
lows to go and stay with them in Borneo when their service
is over.
FIVE HATS
At one officers' mess I stayed at there are five hats
on the wall, each one represents an enemy whose trouble
some days are over. And at another place where I stopped
for the night there was actually one above my borrowed
bed. The previous occupant had chalked up a bandit in
much the same way as Battle of Britain pilots painted
swastikas on their planes.
The enemy are called bandits, and in a war with no
front line, no advances or retreats or captures of territory,
the Army tends to judge its success by the number of ban
dits wiped out.
The Suffolks—preeminent among bandit catchers—
have accounted for 12 in two years.
"A" Coy. of the Royal West Kents at Trolak claim
seven in two months.
HALT, THEN—
One of the difficulties of this jungle war from the
Army point of view is that it is not supposed to be a war
at all. Officially it is only " an emergency." There is not
even martial law.
Before you can fire at one of the enemy you are in
structed to shout Halt, in Chinese, and if, in the twilight
of the jungle, where every tree may hide a bandit, you kill
a man who is not one, it is a serious offence.
"A" Coy. at Trolak is camped in tents between the
rubber trees. Have you ever seen a rubber tree? You
have not missed anything, because it is about the dreariest
bit of botany in existence.
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There arc 400 or 500 million of them in Malaya, and,
except for their capacity for producing rubber, they have
nothing whatever to commend them.
They are something like ash trees with anaemia, and
do not seem to have nearly enough leaves. They have a
most depressing effect on me, but after a few months I
suppose you take as little notice of them as you do of
monkeys drinking your beer.
JUNGLE INTERVAL
About 60 of the 100 or so Britons in "A" Coy. are
National Service boys. Many other units have a higher
proportion. One company of the Suffolks has only 19
Regulars out of 121 men.
These boys come out here a few months after leaving
their civvy jobs, spend about 15 months creeping about
the jungle, lying all night in ambushes, and bumping
off bandits.
Then, when they are 20, they go back to Canterbury
or the Old Kent Road and become civilians again.
It is an odd interlude in a man's life.

Take Pte. Don

Bangs. A year ago Bangs was a barrow boy with a pitch
in Kentish Town Road, N.W., and in another year he
will be a barrow boy again.
Yet in the meantime he is living in a camp with a
monkey and six headhunters, and spending his time stalking
Chinese bandits in Malaya.
IN THE CIRCUS
Pte. Johnny Slivinski is another. In civvy street he is
a professional acrobat. He tours the country with his
father, stepmother and an aunt, and they call themselves
the Tovarich Troupe.
The moment his two years' National Service is up
he will be back in the act. Pte. Slivinski does not think
much of monkeys and headhunting.
He says if he has got to join a circus he would rather
be in a real one.
Tomorrow I am going out on a jungle patrol in the
same platoon as Johnny the acrobat and Bangs the barrow
boy from North London.
I'll tell you about it later.
(Jo he continued.)

| London Express Service

You'd think out of sixty-seven million quid for defence they'd invest a shilling or two on one of those little
automatic potato peelers."

J
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E have had one previous "Chrysanthemum"
Show at our monthly meetings—last year's—
when a bloom four inches across collared the
honours. This year, the "Show" was scheduled to be the
first Saturday in October, and we expected the same result.
However, last year's winner and runnerup did not enter.
Harry Lake was the first competitor, with a bloom that
normally would have done credit to any doll's house, and
he was followed, eventually, by Les Satchell who produced
an even weedier specimen. No other entries being forth
coming, we were almost preparing for a sharing of the
honours between these two when in walked Mr. Wilks
with an armful of really colossal blooms.
One had to
look at the leaves to make sure they were not outsized
dahlias. Very many congratulations, Mr. Wilks. We feel
certain that your effort puts paid to future competitions.
Nothing could compete with that.
However, when we
read now of the horticultural sensations produced by the
Depot, we can stick our chests out, and know that for
Chrysanths. we have the expert among our membership.
Prize for the winner is, as always, merely showers of
honour and glory, the real gainer being W. Dennis, who
won the flowers in the raffle.
Darts formed a large part of our October meeting,
many needle matches being played off and a great deal of
unexpected talent making itself felt.
Unfortunately, a
couple of members failed to meet their commitments and
matches had to be awarded in default of appearance. The
position now is that Len Clarke (hon. sec.) has to play
Albert Manvell (the Cupholder) for the honour of beat
ing or being beaten by J. Pattenden (our Pat) in the final.
The remainder of the evening was a real smasher,
and even prewar T.A. drill nights couldn't hold a candle
to this one.
Talking of candles, however, who lit that
bonfire in the middle of the floor anyway, and who were
the dozen or so burrahsahibs kowtowing to it on their
knees, towards the end of the evening? We could hazard
a guess, but, perhaps no names—.
For an October evening, we had a record attendance
too.
There were close upon 30 of us—and included a
couple of T.A. blokes who, though invited, were not eligible
in their own right to attend.
This, however, leads us to
hope that there may be a little more mixing occasionally
between the old and the new. On the Tuesday following
our meeting, we noticed a number of our blokes at "D"
Company's Drill night looking with longing eyes at the
bar they had denuded the Saturday previous.
But back to October 6th. Outstanding guests other
than those mentioned were. Bill Spence, who had come to
play his match with Wally Lippingwell whom he beat
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handsomely, only to fall fighting very hard indeed, to
Len Clarke; Ben Ralph, Peter Ranger; H. T. Smith of
Drums fame; and, of all people who should walk in but
our own Wally Hill!
There was an immediate uproar,
and poor ole Gappy was penalised straight away for his
constant absence off parade by drinks all round. As there
were 21 of us present at the time, we let him off with half
pints. And, whatever else we might say of him, he didn't
jib!
The meeting finished in very good order—surprising
really, considering the wallop that went down the various
gullets. The kitty system instituted at the beginning pro
vided unlimited beer, apparently, it being enlarged at one
time by a contribution from Major Winston who was
unable to be with us. However, we drank his health in no
mean style.
We have received a challenge from Mr. Snow and
his boys of the Buck's Head at Godden Green to darts
and what have you on our home ground, we now await
final dates, and will report on the event in the next.
Talking of Godden Green, and Mr. and Mrs. Snow,
we must here thank the Catford Branch of the Association
very much indeed for giving us the opportunity of visit
ing the Buck's Head with them on the 13th October.
Needless to say, we had a ripsnorting evening, and, as all
but one of the party were "B" Company, the entertain
ment was such as only "B" Company can supply, the grub
only such as the Snows could provide, and the evening one
that we all hope the Catford Branch will repeat—often!
Many congratulations and thanks too, to Stan Knight,
the only Catfordite present in his own right! Good old
Stan, your enthusiasm, despite apparent setbacks is an
inspiration to us all.
"Nightingale."

11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

R

EFERENCE has been made in these columns to our
friends who, through illhealth, are unable to take an
active part in the Association's functions, but are
kept in touch with our activities through the medium of
the " Queen's Own Gazette." The writer recently heard
from Mr. H. W. Bothamley, who lives in the Isle of Wight,
and unfortunately suffers from a weak heart, and can only
walk a few hundred yards at a time. He is keenly in
terested in his old Bn. and looks forward to each issue of
this publication.
As our Dinner was held on the 10 November, there
was not sufficient time for a report to be sent before the
printers started on this issue, however, full details will
appear next month.
On Remembrance Sunday, poppy wreaths were laid on
the graves of Lt.Colonel A. F. Townshend and Lt.Colonel
A. C. Corfe, D.S.O., at Heilly Station Cemetery, near
Mericourt l'Abbe, Somme, and at Brookwood Cemetery,
Surrey, respectively. The Committee felt that these small
acts of remembrance would be appreciated by the members.
It may not be generally known that the British Legion
make arrangements for wreaths to be laid on War Graves,
at any time, in almost all the European countries and North
Africa, for a nominal sum of 12/6.
L.W.D.
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CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH
'

HE coach outing to Golden Green, near Sevenoaks,
took place on Saturday afternoon, 13th October,
1951, in rather dull weather, but those who did not
turn up as promised (19 of them) missed a rare treat and
should feel very sorry for themselves.
After waiting half an hour for non arrivals, the coach
left Catford Bridge at 3.30, and shortly after 4 p.m. arrived
at the " Buck's Head," where a gorgeous tea was found on
tables decked with masses of glorious blooms.
The party set to with zest and demolished masses of
lovely homemade sweetmeats of every description, which
with real "sergeantmajor's" tea made a well satisfying
meal, which all enjoyed to the full.
After tea the party left the hotel to take a ramble in
the woods nearby, leaving the writer to complete the busi
ness side, after which he took a stroll in solitary state.
Like homing birds the party returned almost at
" opening time," and soon were engaged in Russian billiards
and darts, with " pint pots" and the suchlike close to
hand.
The sides playing were switched at suitable intervals.
At darts, teams of ladies played the men, mixed teams,
and finally the Branch were challenged by the " locals "
and lost.
Still that mattered little, for during the whole evening
lively banter and legpulling filled the atmosphere.
As the evening rolled along, fun and merriment in
creased, fill the whole establishment was ringing with
laughter, jest and song, in which the locals and casual
visitors joined. Harry Lake, Tom Sayers, Len Clarke,
assisted by other lusty voices, commenced a community
singing bout, and led with songs and patter of very doubt
ful quality and meaning, which caused loud and continuous
laughter.
My word, it was really great fun. My sides ached,
and so did many more, 1 guess. In the middle of this
festivity the host sent a tray of well filled rolls, with tasty
trappings, round, which was very much appreciated and
which added to the deep enjoyment.
Ten o'clock came too soon, for the party had developed
into a real happy riot, but time has to be observed even in
this happy circle, and with sincere regret farewells were
exchanged, with wishes of renewed fellowship in the near
future, which we all firmly wish to arrange.
ft was a most inspiring evening, one of the best ever
in the history of the Branch, and to those generous people
—Mr. and Mrs. R. T. Snow, host and hostess of the
" Buck's Head "—we owe a big debt of gratitude for their
wonderful hospitality and helpfulness, which, in a large
measure contributed to such a happy and successful even
ing. On behalf of the Branch, and those present, I say
" thank you," with sincerity. I cannot possibly describe
the homeward journey.
It was a glorious, happy riot, just one happy band of
people united in the pure joy of living—worries, and such
things as elections, were completely forgotten.
The old and new songs burst forth in renewed strength
and vigour, it was a wonder that the roof of the coach
did not blow off, and what the people on the streets
thought, well, that was nobody's business.
After a very necessary halt, halfway, the fun was re
newed and handfuls of grass, plucked during the rest, was
stuffed down necks and blouses. Shoes and socks were

ripped off the owner's feet and tossed about the coach
whilst the frantic owners tried to recover them.
What fun, what complete relaxation and harmless
jokes went on. Well, we all enjoyed it, and are anxious to
try to repeat such a happy trip, and this the Committee
hope to arrange early in the New Year.
For all present were unanimous in saying, "It was a
glorious adventure. Let's have another! "
Just a few notes. At our last meeting it was decided
to hold the annual dinner on Saturday, 17th May, 1952,
with a social or dance at the Drill Hall, Penge. Details
will be given later, also the A.G.M. will be held on Friday,
9th May, 1952.
Mr. Harry Lake has been appointed Chairman of the
Entertainment Committee, viceChairman Jim Saunders,
who will continue to give advice when necessary.
We all expect big things from " Harry."
The Branch acknowledges with gratitude the generous
help from the London Branch in respect of the Standard
Fund. Thank you, London.
A few of the Branch will travel down to Maidstone
for the Branch's Social on the 20th October, in the Lon
don Branch coach.
Best wishes to all members and Branches.
Ravensbourne.

A

GUERNSEY BRANCH

T last we have put pen to paper to let you know of
the activities of the Guernsey Branch. Firstly we
have a meeting on the 1st Monday of each month,
but owing to several members being in the greenhouse trade
some months we have a poor attendance, but now it is
nearly finished for the year we hope to have a bigger gather
ing. During the season we have had a few of the 2nd Bn.
over here on holidays, namely the following: Mr. and Mrs.
Hood. Mr. and Mrs. Elson, Mr. and Mrs. Billingham, Mr.
and Mrs. Adams, Mr. and Mrs. Wetherley, A. Orchard,
and Mr. and Mrs. Ellis. If it has not already been notified
we would like to offer our deepest sympathy to Mr. Ellis
on the death of his wife in a motor cycle accident, whilst
here on holiday.
We are holding a Branch Dinner and Dance on the
21st November, details of this will be forwarded later.
Should any exmember of the Regt. or serving now, wish
ing to contact any of the Guernsey Branch, a card sent to
our secretary, Mr. E. Godfrey, 3, Cordier Hill, St. Peter
Port will bring a reply. We offer our deepest sympathy to
wives, friends, etc., of our comrades in Malaya who recently
died in ambush by the terrorists.
Old Faithful.

EYES RIGHT
If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fact anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone & District Laundry Co., Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020
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LONDON BRANCH

O

UR last meeting, held on the 28th September, was
not up to our usual standard in attendance, and
for the first time since I have attended, there were,
to my surprise, none of our officers present. Wc missed
their company, but no doubt we shall have our usual
numbers on the 26th October.
The meeting opened as usual with the minutes of the
previous meeting, and we then proceeded with the usual
proposals for the benefit of the Branch. As forecast in
my last notes, Mr. Medhurst's family was the recipient
of a donation from the Trustees in Maidstone and Mr.
Medhurst forwarded a very nice letter of thanks to the
Branch for our help, which reflects credit on all members,
the majority of whom were in favour of the action taken
by the Branch. I trust Mr. Medhurst's daughter benefits
by the treatment, and that she will be soon restored to
full health.
It was very pleasant to see Mr. and Mrs. Joe Saunders
present. Apparently Joe was not very perturbed by our
threats, and turned up, after a journey half round London,
very thirsty and apologetic for previous nonappearances.
His visit was very profitable, as Messrs. Jack Hearn and
Palmer very kindly gave notes to raffle on behalf of the
Standard which Catford Branch is so anxious to buy. Our
normal raffle and these additional ones went in support
of this deserving cause, and as stated, Joe Saunders was
certainly more than pleased with the result of his visit.
No doubt Catford will forward their official thanks through
the medium of these columns in addition to Sid Terry's
formal acknowledgement.
Our two branches are very
close, and there are always visits being paid by some
member of ours to their meetings, and they always respond
by sending two, sometimes more, to ours. We wish other
branches were nearer in order that we could extend these
visits.
Arrangements were set in hand for our Xmas Raffle
and many members have offered gifts for prizes, so there
should be no lack of support when the draw takes place,

some time in December. We do this annually, and this
year we are hoping to have a bumper number, to cope
with the numbers of members supporting the Branch. The
full list of prizes, together with the names of those present
ing them will be left until next month in order that we
may have a complete list.
There may be many more
wishing to put forward offers in this matter, which is all
for a very good cause.
An invitation from the "62" Club was extended to all
the male members of the Branch for a "get together" at
the "Cranbourn" on Saturday, the 6th October.
This
ended our meeting and we adjourned for refreshments.
We had our usual waffle over old times, Joe Saunders trying
to play "Harbour Lights" reminiscent of Karachi days,
Mr. Rempy and Bill Cole, as usual, working out the ways
and means of collecting more members for the Maidstone
trip at the 62 Club, Mr. and Mrs. Elson talking over their
very fine stay in the Channel Islands, Jack Hearn on his
Bangalore Days, Tref'or Thomas, "Boy, was I a sprinter in
the old days"—and "You are looking older old man,"
Scotty hoping the Spurs will play a little better this week.
"I'm a shareholder you know matey!" and the many things
which make us glad to meet.
We missed the Dumbrells, and Alf Beachamp, and
many others too, who for some reason were absent. We
hope to see bumper attendances at our November and
December meetings.
A list of names was put forward for the get together
at Maidstone, and I was fortunate to meet Bill Brewster
who last year gave the folk a treat with his "Green Eye"
and the Chelsea Pensioners. He promised he would attend,
but our overtures to the "62" Club profited us little, as
none were interested in the trip to Maidstone. We have
several of them as members of our Branch, and we would
like more, but apparently they are content with their
meeting twice annually. Most of them are Londoners or
come from near London, and we are sorry we cannot
persuade more of them to join us.
The following attended their gathering from our
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Branch, this includes "62" Club members:—Mr. Elson,
our Chairman, Bill Cole, and Mr. Renfrey, Harry Worsley,
Charles and Harry Dumbrell, Trefor Thomas and myself.
I am not certain of Scruff Boughton's status, but he was
certainly there too. A few words about this jolly meet
ing. Fiftyfour attended, and a very good evening was
had by all.
I met several preWar chaps of the 1st
Battalion, and I am sure, if this catches his eye, Lt.Col.
D. H. Andrews will be glad to hear that his old bat
man "Tizzie Parker" is very well, and wishes to be remem
bered to him. If we are fortunate enough to be allotted
space for this photograph, he can be seen third from the
right, in the back row of the upper standing line.
We would be grateful if this picture could be included
in this issue of the correspondence, as many of the lads
will be remembered by countless readers. I am not con
versant with all of their names, but easily recognise one,
in the front row, Mr. Elson, London Branch Chairman,
R.S.M. Tim Hayley, Charles Dumbrell, Bert Minter, with
shield, Mr. Winter, 1929 Officers' Mess, 1st Battalion,
Harry Worsley, Bill Cole, Trefor Thomas, exR.S.M., later
Capt. Jimmy Hammond, Len Remfry barely visible, hiding
his light behind a bushel this time, Alf Waterman, and
Busty Presnall, exlst Battalion.
Elsewhere can be seen
Joe Rose, exSignals once Shiny "C" when Major E. S.
Kerr commanded (who wanted a big week, Joe?), Harry
Dumbrell, exD.M. 1st Battalion, Scruff Boughton, ex
Drummer, later Sgt., and Darkie Bellingham.
On either
side of the latter are chaps who are very well known ex
members of the 1st Battalion, but I am ashamed to say
I cannot remember their names, although I do remember
how well they used to support our Battalion footer and
hockey teams. Anybody seeking for me can spot me by
the Stag's Head. The evening was a great success, and
although we of the London Branch were a little disap
pointed at not getting more members, we were indeed
pleased to spend a really good evening among old friends
Quite a contingent came from Maidstone, and I regret to
record that Alf Waterman and his team lost the Tipit
Shield to "62" Club by a very narrow margin. That is the
shield shown in the photograph. We were pleased to see
Jimmy Hammond again.
These reunions are a great
tonic to the latter, who is never more happy than when
among his old comrades, irrespective of rank. So ended
a good evening.
Now for our comments on the "get together" at Maid
stone. We had arranged a coach, and we were extremely
disappointed to find that only five of our friends from
Catford turned up, and wc were sorry that neither their
Chairman or Joe Saunders arrived.
We were extremely pleased to see Bill Brewster who,
as Sid Teeny wasn't at hand, was unable to do his "Green
Eye," which was not only a blow to Bill, but to ninety
per cent of the folks present. Never mind, Bill, you had
a good time with us all and we were all very happy to see
you again. I have high hopes of Bill joining our Branch.
There was the usual attendance from our members, Harry
and Mrs. Elson, Mr. Wilks, Dusty and Mrs. Miller, Mr.
and Mrs. Palmer. Having mentioned the latter, may I
convey through these columns our heartiest congratulations
to the latter pair on their wedding in the afternoon of the
"get together" day; a very noble way to start a honeymoon.
Bill Cole, Bill Clarke and fiancee were there. Harry Dum
brell too, so with her and Mrs. Remfrey, self and wife,
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and Trefor Thomas we made quite a representative gather
ing from our Branch.
Our thanks are very heartily tendered to Sam Ludford
and Freddy Farrington, the Palmers, Bill Clarke and
fiancee. To put up friends at short notice is surely
a grand sign of the comradeship which exists between
us all.
No doubt the Maidstone Branch will dwell in detail
upon the programme and the attendance, so I shall not
take up space on that, but I would like to say that we
of the London Branch thank Maidstone for the invitation,
and all their hard work was greatly appreciated by us all.
Among those with whom we had the pleasure of
renewing acquaintance were Cols. Palmer and Talbot, Lt.
Cols. Eason, Lovell and Craven, Majors Keenlyside, Mines,
Waring, Capt. Blake, and the lads one hadn't seen for so
many years were countless! How they come from near and
far is beyond my ken, but what a tribute to our Regiment !
We are all proud of belonging to The Queen's Own, and
there surely is no finer way of showing our appreciation
and pride than by attending these get togethers and re
unions, and by becoming members of various branches.
Long may we continue in our pride of unit, and may
our esprit de corps never fail.
Saturday the 20th
was proof of the high standard fostered among the past
and present members of the Regiment.
The display of silver in front of the stage was mag
nificent, and with all Branch Standards made a very brave
show.
We are grateful to Harry Elson, our Chairman,
for bringing along our Branch Standard to add to the
display. Many thanks, Harry, and a personal vote of
thanks to Jimmy and Fay Hammond for putting up so
many of us on this memorable evening. More next month.

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

O

CTOBER brings us to the beginning of our winter
season activities, i.e., indoor games and small bore
shooting matches. The Maidstone Joint Council of
exServices Associations Indoor Games Tournament for
the coming season opened with a match between The Maid
stone Branch P. & P. versus the R.A.M.C. Old Comrades'
Association (Maidstone Branch), on Tuesday, 9th October.
These matches are played at The Maidstone exServices
Club and I am pleased to say our chaps turned up in force.
The Medicos were rather late in mustering their team,
however, the games got under weigh with a good start as
we managed to win the darts match by 2 legs to 1, but
Fred Hills was not in form with the " halfpennys " and
lost the "shove ha'penny" match. As it would appear
there would be some delay, one of our team (who was a
whist player) suggested that perhaps there would be no
objection if he played snooker for R.A.M.C. (as he now
happens to belong to the local R.A.M.C. unit, serving as
a Territorial). This was agreed and much to his own and
everybody else's surprise he managed to beat Norman
Dumbrell. But " Hooky " (Regtl. Coachman) and partner
managed to win the crib match making us all square. Bill
Ladell was in rather an aggressive mood with the billiard
balls, but his opponent was not " ruffled " and managed to
win comfortably, leaving " whist" our only chance to make
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a draw of the match. McCartney and Fred Hills made up
our team and we seemed to be getting along very well
until we suddenly slipped and allowed the " Medics." to
win what was a fairly even game. So we lost our first
effort by 8 points to 4. This meant that we should be
at our best the next week in the small bore match.
Monday, 15th October found our team all ready and
" raring to go " for revenge. This year a different pattern
rifle is being used in these matches and from results of
the first match it is expected that there will be some high
scoring. Last year if a team managed to average 50 points
out of a H.P.S. of 100 they thought they were good. Re
sults in the first match this year returned an overall
average of 76, so it should be much more interesting. The
Medicos," knowing we intended to beat them produced
their best team to date and managed to win a very close
match by 460 to 459 points (best six of team counting).
This is the first match the Maidstone Branch have
lost in the small bore since it was started last October,
and it would appear that we must aim to obtain a higher
Standard. R.S.M. Hayley returned the best score for
our team with 84, but against this two of the R.A.M.C.
managed to get 88. All we can hope now is that some
of the other teams can beat the Medicals both at games
and shooting—this will then give our chaps a chance.
On the 19th we held our usual monthly meeting which
was well attended. We were very pleased indeed to wel
come as a new Branch member Major B. A. Pond, M.B.E.,
who is the Quartermaster at the Regimental Depot, and
Mr. Norman, who has recently returned from the Middle
East on conclusion of his National Service. We were
also pleased to have with us Mr. George Carter who is a
member of the Catford and District Branch.
Usual
Branch matters were dealt with including details concern
ing Remembrance Day service and the British Legion
Festival which is being held in the Barracks this year. A
letter was read inviting the Branch to attend a social even
ing with the Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells Branch on
31st October, at Tonbridge. It was agreed to run a coach
for this.
On the 20th October, The Past and Present Association
Social and Gettogether was held in the New Gymnasium
at the Barracks. We are indeed extremely grateful to all
Branches who so ably supported this event, but un
fortunately numbers attending had been considerably
underestimated. It would be appreciated, in future, if
Branch Representatives would kindly inform those at
Maidstone of their anticipated numbers so that adequate
provision can be made both in seating, catering, etc. It is
estimated that well over five hundred exmembers and
serving members and their ladies attended an excellent
evening's entertainment of a firstclass Band concert by
the members of The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment)
Band under the direction of Mr. T. L. Sharpe, L.R.A.M.,
A.R.C.M., to whom we extend our very warm appreciation
and also to those artistes who helped to fill in the pro
gramme, not forgetting those who kindly gave 'impromptu'
turns. Our chief disappointment of the evening was that
exSgt.Major "Bill" Brewster, who had travelled from
Romford, was unable to give us his famous burlesques of
" Dan McCrue " (The Green Eye) and " On Parade." For
some unknown reason he was unable to procure the ser
vices of an assistant to accompany him. Owing to duties

our "Colonel," MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver, C.B., O.B.E.,
was unable to come along, but we are indebted to Colonel
W. V. Palmer (Chairman of the Association) for saying a
few words of welcome to our many guests who had come
from all directions and distances to be present.
A grand " Raffle," with many prizes was laid on. This
proved a great success, prizes being poultry, wines, spirits,
cigarettes and a " Mystery" prize, provided by Mr. George
Carter, to whom our thanks are due for the good work he
put in in connection with the evening during his short stay
in Maidstone.
Finally our sincere thanks are also extended to R.S.M.
Hayley, who. together with his small band of helpers at
the Regimental Depot, put in some really hard work be
hind the scenes to ensure the evening was a success. The
Regimental Silver, which was on display, gave very great
credit to those who are responsible for its care and clean
ing, it did indeed make a fine setting in front of the stage,
flanked by Standards of those Branches which attended.
As was forecast last year, no doubt a similar evening's
entertainment will be arranged for next year. It is hoped
that all our guests did enjoy the evening and that they all
arrived at their respective destinations safely.
It is with deep regret we hear of the tragic news from
the 1st Bn. in Malaya, a full account of which will no doubt
appear in due course. On behalf of the members of The
Maidstone Branch I extend their deepest sympathy to all
their relatives in their grievous loss.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS—MAIDSTONE BRANCH:
4 Dec.—Games Evening, versus R.A. Association (Maid
stone Branch), 7.30, exService Club.
10 Dec.—Small Bore versus R.A. Association (Maidstone
Branch)) 8.0 p.m., The Barracks.
14 Dec.—Monthly Meeting, 7.45 p.m., Sergeants' Mess,
The Barracks.
21 Dec.—Regtl. Depot Grand Christmas Draw and Dance,
The Barracks.
Members of The Maidstone Branch extend to all ranks
of " The Queen's Own " who are serving overseas, especially
the 1st Bn., their very best wishes for Christmas and the
coming year.

TELEPHONE 2838 MAIDSTONE

BENNITTS LTD.
^Wholesale anb IRetail {Tobacconists

6 and 63a, HIGH STREET
AND

3, MARKET STREET,
MAIDSTONE
All Orders promptly executed.
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CHATHAM BRANCH

HE Annual Meeting of the Chatham Branch was
held at the Drill Hall, Boundary Road, on 5th
November, and was opened by the Chairman, C. J.
Williams, at 8 p.m.
The election of officers took place as follows:—Vice
Presidents: Maj. H. M. Smith, O.B.E.; A. Tapp, M.C.
Chairman: C. Hill. ViceChairman: S. L. T. Thompson.
Hon. Secretary: G. Anchors. Hon. Treasurer: G. Lyons.
Standardbearer: A. S. Smith; Assistant Standardbearer:
G. Anchors. Branch Correspondent: W. Williams. Branch
Representative at Regimental H.Qs. and Q.O.G. Agent:
J. E. Wright.
Joe Wright said that in resigning the posts of Hon.
Secretary and Treasurer, he thought it good to have a
change sometimes, but he would always work within his
power for the Association and Chatham Branch, and with
so many old comrades of the Queen's Own living in the
Medway Towns he sincerely hoped that more of them
would find the time to meet old comrades at the Branch
meeting where they would be sure of a warm welcome.
Maj. R. W. Brothers (LifePresident) said he was
pleased that the Branch was proceeding on a sound finan
cial basis. He thanked the officers and members who had
given him most generous support. He went on to praise
Joe Wright for his untiring service to the Branch and
Association. The next to receive a pat on the back was
George Anchors, the Major saying for many years he had
given good service, as Branch Standardbearer, and Branch
correspondent. The Major said that in addition to showing
the Standard at Regimental functions, he often paraded
the Standard with other units.
A large section of the Branch went by bus on the
20th October for the " Gettogether " and Social at The
Depot, Maidstone. A very happy and pleasant evening,
wives and children also included, danced to the band,
listened to the singers, and enjoyed a very varied enter
tainment, while some were renewing interesting old
comradeships.
The Regimental Museum was opened from 6.30 to
7.30 p.m. We had the grand raffle and I won a bottle of
sherry. My old comrade of many moons ago, George
Carter, worked hard in selling the raffle tickets.
Our next meeting will be at the Drill Hall, Boundary
Road, on Monday, 3rd December, at 7.30 p.m., so, "Old
comrades of the Queen's Own come up and see us some
times."
W. Williams,
ExNo. 2879, " one of Rundle's Greyhounds
or The Ragged and Starving Eighth."

6th

BATTALION, THE QUEEN'S OWN
R.W.K. REGIMENT

The Cross, which was made by the Unit Pioneer PI.
from a local pine, had painted on it the names of all
members of the Bn. who were killed in action in N.
Africa, Sicily and Italy, 19421945. When the Cross
was erected a Memorial Service was held at the site
and this service was about the last parade of the 6th
Bn. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
before demobilisation started.
The Photograph was taken in June, 1951, by L/Cpl.
F. (Bert) Jeffry, who, with L/Cpl. L. Vince and
Cpl. W. A. Hunt, M.M. (all exN.C.Os. of the Signal
PI., R.W.K.) spent their holiday in Austria and visited
Griefenburg, Hermagor and some other places
which 6th R.W.K. had known. They were very
disappointed to find that the weather had obliterated
the names from the Cross.

HAYNES

A bigger treat now!

E ST ABL I S H E B

Delicious sweetmeat

BROTHERS

ALL



LIMITED
1 7 71

EQUIPMENT
FOR

HOME, GARDEN & FARM
PHONE

MAIDSTONE
0353

Smooth chocolate

Crisp wafers

BLUE
RIBAND
3 good things in one!

A
GRAY DUNN
PRODUCT

309

Why

Established 1770

Civil and Military Tailors and
Outfitters

your

97, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.l.

help

Telephone : Grosvenor 5016-7-8
"For the Finest in Seivice and Civilian
Special Export Facilities

is needed . . .
You may think it is unbelievable that
there are still many cases of great hardship
among exsoldiers and their dependants that
cannot be helped by official schemes of
relief, but it is a true fact.
The Army Benevolent Fund is the
parent body of all regimental charities and
provides financial aid to those charities
which give personal attention to individual
cases in need and cases of real hardship
where it is impossible to raise life above a
bare restricted existence.
Your help is badly needed because
the calls on this Fund are increasing
considerably.
Please give all you can afford as a token
of gratitude to the men who gave so much
for you.
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THE
QUEEN'S OWN

PAST <& PRESENT
ASSOCIATION

FOUNDED
PATRON:
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OP KENT, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E
ColonelinChief The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PRESIDENT:
MAJORGENERAL W. P. OLIVER, C.B., O.B.E.
Colonel of the Regiment.
CHAIRMAN:
COLONEL W. V. PALMER
HON. SECRETARY & TREASURER:
LT.COLONEL A. A. EASON.
Regimental Headquarters, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone.
BRANCHES:
BRANCH
Bromley

CHAIRMAN
Mr. J. Curry ....

Chatham

Mr. C. J. Williams

C a t f o r d & D i s t r i c t .. Mr. S. J. Terry
Deptford &

..

D i s t r i c t Mr. A. H. Fifield

Gravesend

Mr. A. Wood

Guernsey

Maj. R. H. Thatcher

....

London

Mr. H. A. Elson

Maidstone

Mr. H. Carman

....

Sevenoaks
Shorncliffe

LtCol. I. R. Lovell,

Tonbridge &
Major N. S. C.
Tunbridge Wells
Elmslie.
6th Battalion
Lt.Col. G. K.
Defrates, D.S.O., M.C.
7th Battalion
Mr. E. Goodman
8th

Battalion

10th Battalion
11th Battalion
20th

(London)

Capt. A. V. D.
Morley, M.C.
Mr. J . Mingay
....

SECRETARY
DETAIL OF MEETINGS
Mr. S. G. Lewis,
Last Saturday each month at Drill Hall,
89, College Road, Bromley.
East Street, Bromley.
Mr. J. E. Wright,
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
"Royson" 43, Blaker Avenue, Rochester.
Hall, Boundary Road, Chatham.
Mr. S. Knight,
Second Wednesday each month, 7.45 p.m., at
215, Ridge Road, Sutton, Surrey.
Ravensbourne Hotel, Nr. Catford Bridge,
London, S.E.6.
Mr. J. W. Reed,
At " Brown Bear," High Street, Deptford,
55, Berthon Street, Deptford, S.E.8.
S.E.8. Last Saturday, each month.
Mr. W. T. Nichols,
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
61, Kings Drive, Gravesend.
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
Mr. E. Godfrey, 3, Curator Hill, St. Peter First Monday of each month.
Port,
Mr. W. A. Cole,
Last Friday each month, at " The Cran
23. Hertford Street, London, W.l
bourn," 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m.. Ser
The Barracks, Maidstone.
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
Mr. C. Culver,
2. Vine Court Rd., Sevenoaks, Kent.
Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Fourth Friday of each month, 7.30 p.m.,
235. Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
" FleurdeLys," High Street, Sandgate.
Mr. T. Latter Stapley,
Drill Hall, Avebury Avenue, Tonbridge
27. Shakespeare Road, Tonbridge.
Mr. C. Sayers.
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
Mr. E. Hills,
Alternately London and Gravesend annually.
63. Princes Road, Gravesend.
1st Saturday in April.
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
23. Morton Gardens. Wallington, Surrey.
Mr. Stanford,
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
6. Bramley Way, West Wickham.
Mr. F. W Sales.
Meeting first
Tuesday each month, Holly
16. Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.
Hedge House, Blackheath.

Additional Member:
Mr. M. R. Audsley, M.S.M, 54, Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are:
Life Membership: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 1 0 /  ; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/, Other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available a t a cost of 2/ to Life Members.
Ail communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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Wood pulp from Finland is unloaded at Aylcsford Paper Mills.
This pulp is the raw material of paper.

THE REED PAPER GROUP includes:

AYLESFORD PAPER MILLS
TOVIL AND BRIDGE MILLS
LONDON PAPER MILLS LTD.
THE MEDWAY CORRUGATED PAPER CO. LTD.
MEDWAY PAPER SACKS LTD.
BROOKCATE
THE SOUTHERN

INDUSTRIES LTD.
PAPER STOCK CO. LTD.

'N GAZETT

THE Q
The

No. 348.

Regimental

Vol. LXVI!

Journal

of

I lie Q u e e n s O w n

Royal

West

Kent

Regiment

DECEMBER, 1951

No. 12.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (50 and 97)
' Quo Fas et Gloria ducunt."
The White Horse of

The Sphinx superscribed " Egypt."

Kent with the motto " Invicta."

„ U i m i D r , H ii p n r n n n a " " A l m a r e z " " V i t t o r i a . " " P y r e n e e s , " " Nivo," " O r t h e s , " " P e n i n s u l a , " " P u n n i a r , " " M o o d k e e , "
"Ferozeshah," "Aliwal," "Sobraon," "Alma," "inkerman," " Scvastapol," " Lucknow," "New Zealand," "Egypt, 1882,
Ferozeshah,
Ai.wa.,
188485," "South Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1019."
The Great War—18 Battalions.—" M o n s , " " Le Cateau," " Retreat from Mons," " Marne, 1914," " Aisne, 1914," " La Bassee 1914A
"MeSlSes 1914 T7" "Ypres, 1914, '15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg,"
Loos,'f
"Somme 1916 '18," "Albert,' 1916, '18." " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Guillemont
FleisCouiceleUe,,,
"Morval" " Th'iepval," " Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," "Ancre, 1916, '18" "Arras, 1917 18,' " Vimy, 1917,
Scaipe, 1J 7,
" OnPV
" Pilckem," " Langemarck. 1917," " Menin Road." " Polygon Wood," " Broodsemde,
" Passchendaele, _ Cambiai.
1917 '18 " "St Quentin," " Rosieres," "Avre," "Villers Bretonneux," "Lys," " Hazebrcuck,
Kemmel,
Amiens,
Bapaume,
1918" "Hindenbuig Line," "Epehy." "Canal du Nord," "St. Quentin Canal," » Courtrai" " Selle," " Sambre," Prance and
Flanders 191418," "Italy 191718," "Suvla," "Landing at Suvla," " Scimitar Hill,
Gallipoli, 1915,
Rumam,
Egypt,
1 9 1 5  1 6 G a z a , " "El Mughar," "Jerusalem," "Jericho," "Tell 'Asur." "Palestine. 191718,'
Defence oi Kut el Amara,
" S h a r q a t , " " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank Ltd., Cox & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Queen's Own Gazette," The Barracks, Maidstone.
Regimental Association—The Queen's Own Past and Present Association, The Barracks, Maidstone.
Record Office—Warwick.
Regimental Pay Office—Canterbury.
Allied Regiments of the Canadian Army:
The carleton and York Regiment.
The Kent Regiment (M.G.)
Allied Regiment of t h e New Zealand Forces:
The Canterbury Regiment.
Regular and Territorial Battalions:
1st Bn. (50th and 97th Foot)
F.A.R.E.L.F.
4th Bn. (T.A.)
Tonbridge.
ColonelinChief. H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I., G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel, MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver. C.B., O.B.E.
O.C., Regimental Depot, Major C. H. Keenlyside

" The Queen's Own Gazette " is published monthly.
Subscription: The rates, payable in advance to the Editor, are as follows:—
Officers, 9/ per annum, post free; Other Ranks, 5/ per annum, post free.
The Editor is always glad to receive articles and items of news suitable for publication. Contributors, if serving with
Unit of the Regiment, should address their MSS. to the SubEditor of the Battalion with which they are serving otherwise
direct to the Editor, The Barracks, Maidstone. The Editor cannot undertake to return original MSS. unless a definite lequest
is made to that effect at the time they are submitted.
Subscribers are earnestly requested to keep t h e Editor informed of any change of address.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT
Colonel-in-Chief: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, C.I.. G.C.V.O., G.B.E.
Colonel: MajorGeneral W. P. Oliver. C.B.. O.B.E.
LIEUTENANTCOLONELS
Names
Brounlie, C. A. tie B., M.C.
..
Talbot, D E. B., D.S.O., M.C. ..

MAJORS
BoothTucker. J. M. D.
Heygate. E. S.. M.C.
Martyn. A.. O.B.E.
Andrews, D. H., M.C.

.
.
.

Jackson, L. F. W
Elliott. G. G.. D.S.O.
Brooke. H. J. S., O.B.E. ..
Hazelton, B. E., D.S.O., M.C.
Pawcett, G. P
Spurr. E. C.
Stoneham. £. J. R.
Keenlyside, C. H
Moss. R. E
Fyler. A. R

.
.
.

Buckle. P. C. M
Flint. A. J. M.. M.B.E. ..
Crook, P. E., O.B.E.
Read. M. R.. M.C.
Butler. R„ M.B.E., M.C. ..
Stanyon, T. T. W.
Grove. M. R. L.. M.C.
Jackson, D. W
Thomas, R. C. W., O.B.E.
Bailey. J. D. B
Archer, M. G. M„ M.C. ..
Rickcord, M. B.

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Turner. P. R. H
Dowse. R. K.
Gwilliam, D. H
Faulkner. D. O.

.
.
.
.

Manners. D. C. J.
Waring. H. B. H.
Eason, J. A., T.D.
Erock. J. H.. T.D. ..
Elgood. P. N.
Upton, T. V.
Crumplin, W. C. D.
Weymouth, G. U.. M.B.E
Dover. V.. M.C.
Clarke. H. W.
White. R. K..
Willis C. F.. T.D.
Roper. I. H., M.C. ..
Monckton, D., Af.C., T.D
Scull, D. S
Macmillan, I. A. ..
Woodman. E. G.. Af.C.
Hunting. K. M.
Bui ke, R. A., Af.C.
Henning, P.
Wilson. J. B,
Ambrose. W. G. R.
Ruffell, D
Macmillan. H. A.
Blum, D. E
Franklin. A. W.
Winstanley, R. G.

Osborne. E. C. S.
Shearburn, S. R. O'R.
TUgwell, M. A. J. ..
Clarke. C. S.
Campbell, D P. I.
Nicholls, R. W. G.
Dodson, K. ..
Fletcher. J. S.
Goodwin. P. J.
Norton. J. D.
Lygo. J. R. ..

Beale, K. S.
Langhorne. J. P.
Stock. P. R. ..
Leigh, P. S. ..
Howlett, G. H. W
Craven, C. E.
fond, B. A.. M.B.E.
Sivers, A. E., M.M.
Blake. A. G.. M.B.E.

.
.
.
.
.
.

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

Appointments
R.P.C., M.E.L.F.
A.A.G.. War Office.

iT/Lt.Col.) Depot Holdee
awaiting appointment.
Hamburg Transit Unit. B.A.O.R.
(T/Lt.Col.) O.C. 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G. (Maint.), H.Q.,
Malaya.
IT/Lt.Col.) O.C. 4 R.W.K.
(T Lt.Col.i en route to 1/R.W.K.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.A.G. War Office.
O.C. West African Trg. Centre. Accra.
2 i/c 1/R.W.K.
1 R.W.K.
Standing President C.M.. H.Q.. H.C.D.
O.C. Depot R.W.K.
2 i/c 2 K.A.R., E. Africa.
(T/Lt.Col.) A.Q.M.G.. H.Q., Land
Forces. Hong Kong.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
1/R.W.K.
Rl. Can. Sch. of Inf.
Group Adj.. H.C. Bde.. Depot.
G.S. (W.) 1, War Office.
M.A., Paris.
(T/Lt.Col.) 1/Para. Regt.
G.S.O. II (Ops.), Commonwealth Div.
Melbourne, Australia.
Middle East—Centre of Arab Studies.
1/R.W.K. Language Course in
Arabic. London
Det. C.i.C.'s Secretariat, B.A.O.R.
Depot Holdee.
R.A.F. Staff College (Student).
Mons. O.C. Sch.

CAPTAINS
.. Adjt. S.A.S. Sch. of Inf.
.. (T Maj.) B.M.. 133 Inf. Bde. (T.A.).
(T/Maj.) Depot Holdee.
(T/Maj.) Mons. O.C. Sch.
(T/Maj.I Staff College (Student).
. . 1/R.W.K.
.. (T/Maj.) H.Q. 24 Inf. Bde.
H.C. Bde.. Depot.
.. Adjt. 1/R.W.K.
.. 2/3(K) Bn. K.A.R., E.A.
.. 1 Sierra Leone Regt.. W.A.
.. H.Q. SubArea. Nairobi.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. Adjt. 12 (Yorks) Bn. Para. Regt. T A.
.. Min. of Supply.
.. Depot R.W.K.
.. Staff College (Student).
.. G.S.O. Ill Soumaldist.
.. O.C.S., Barton Stacey.
.. Att. C.O.D., Ashford.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. Grn. Adjt. Nairobi SubArea.
. . 1/R.W.K.
.. Eaion Hall. O.C. Sch.
.. Adjt. 4/R.W.K
.. 1/Para. Regt.
.. East Africa Trg. Centre, E.A.
LIEUTENANTS
.. H.Q. Inf. Bde, F.A.R.E.L.F.
.. (T/Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
.. Office of Chief of Staff G.H.Q.,
F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) Depot Holdee.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. S.C.. Soumaldist.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. Malayan Basic T.C.
2ND LIEUTENANTS
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. Malayan Basic Trg. Centre.
.. 1/RW.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
.. 1/R.W.K.
Depot R.W.K. (Holdee).

QUARTERMASTERS
(Major) Depot.
.. (Capt.) 1/R.W.K.
.. (Capt.) 4/R.W.K.

MAJORS
Names
Thrift, K. G., O.B.E
Allen. R. H. D.. M.C.. T.D.

..

Trumper, J. M. S. W.
Thornton. A. S.
Russell, H. C.. M.C.. D.C
Marsh. H. W.

..
.
.
.

De Havilland, V. ..
Miller, D. S.
Douris. I. A.
Bell. T. D
Desmond. M. F. ..
Mugford. N. D.
Huckle, G. S.
Fitzpatrick. J. N.
BrooksHarrington. E. W
Mannering. L. A.
Carr, A. S. A.
Gibbons. A
Mott. D. H.. M.M. ..
Jones. F. J
Duffield, G.
Abplanalp. V. C.
Andrews, L. G.
Mansfield. A. P.
McDowell, P. B.
Ellwood. K. S.
Allberry, R. i.
Beaumont, S. H.

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Appointments
IT/Lt.Col..) D.P.M. (S.I.B.) G.H.Q.,
M.E.L.F.
Depot Holdee for M.E.L.F.

CAPTAINS

Davis, B. A
Dinsdale. J. W.
Allen. W. D.
Scouller. J. A.
Marshall, E. J.
Trevett, A. F.
Whitewood, V. F.
Crump, E. D.
Desmond. M. F.
Gray, M. H.
Woolstencroft, D. H.

.
.

Staff Capt. Q. Liaison Rgt.
P. & E.E., Pendine
2/3 (K.). K.A.R., East Africa.
Adjt. Joint Services Sch. of Linguists.
Bodmin.
H.Q.. S.P.S.
A.C.C. Trg. Centre.
Autobahn Control Unit. B.A.O.R.
Hamburg Transit Unit. B.A.O.R.
P.S.S. L.D. (D. of Yks. H.Q.).
H.Q.. B.E.T.F.O.R.
S Capt. A.G.3 (a) War Office.
S.P. Establishment.
H.C. Bde. Depot.
1 Nigeria Regt., W.A.
Att. 15 Dvr. Trg. Bn.. R.A.S.C.
Ass. Camp Comdt, B.E.T.F.O.R.
247 Pro. Coy. R.M.P.,
S Capt. A. G. Stats., War Office.
S/Capt. E.A. District.
Depot & Trg. Est. R.M.P.
B.A.O.R. 4.
H.Q. Bn.. S.H.A.P.E.
S/Capt. Q. Northumbrian Dist.
East Africa Trg. Centre. E.A.
14 Bn. R.A.O.C.
(T/Maj.), A.S.P.T.

LIEUTENANTS
4/Malay Regt., F.A.R.E.L.F.
(T/Capt.) A.P.I.U. (U.K.).
Wessex G.T.C.
Adjl. Depot.
101 Pro. Coy. R.M.P., B.A.O.R.
(2/Lt.), 1/R.W.K.
Nigeria Regt.. W.A.
(T/Capt.), B.M.M., Greece.
(T/Capt.) P.S.S., H.Q., London Dist.
(2/Lt.) att. E. Surrey R.
1/R.W.K.

QUARTERMASTERS
Watts, A. E., M.B.E., T.D.
.. Camp Commdt. H.C.D.
Cook. E. S
1 (H.Y.) Bn., K.A.R., M.E.L.F.
Hunt, W. G
4th Bn. Malay Regt.

4th BATTALION
Honorary Colonel: Colonel Nash. W., M.B.E., T.D
LIEUTENANTCOLONEL
Jackson. L. F. W.

C.O.
MAJORS
Meyrick, K. C., T.D.
blocker. J. D., M.C., T. P.
Coath, T. C.

Waring, A. R. H., T.D. (2 i/c)
Bird. C. W. L„ T.D.
Coombes, A. H., T.D.
Blum, D. E.
Ford, A. H.
Hayes. J.
Maynard, L.

Adjt.

CalverJones. J.
Hall, P. R.

CAPTAINS
Large, J. L.
Marchant, P. N.
Wood, D. W. J.
Bobby. J.
LIEUTENANTS
Pennells, H. D.
Lovell, F. W
2ND LIEUTENANTS

Baker, L. B. C.
Clemence, M. J.
Newman, B. J.

Duggan. H. R.
Nash. W. M. K.

QUARTERMASTER
Blake. A. G. (Capt.), M.B.E.

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS
Maclay, J. N. (Lt.).
Hatwell, A. B. (2/Lt.).
Taggart. M. (2/Lt.).
Robson, T. R. J. (2/Lt.).
BracewellMilnes, J. B. (2/Lt.).
Ferguson. H. A. L. (2/Lt.).

Snell, H. B. (2/Lt.).
Hawkins, H. C. A. (2/Lt.).
Evans, C. M. (2/Lt.).
White, D. R. (2/Lt.).
Thwaites, N. C. (2/Lt.).

We wish ail cmY KeadelS a uetg Jtafifxg ChiiStmaS
and %ccd j£uck irv the Coming \feaV

TE6itorial

A

LL members of the Regiment will be very pleased to
hear that Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent,
our ColonelinChief, has graciously consented to sit
for her portrait to be painted by Mr. Simon Elwes, for the
Officers of the Regiment.
x
*
*
The Editor regrets that owing to lack of space, he
has been compelled, reluctantly, to reduce considerably
some of the correspondence sent in for publication in this
issue.
*
. x
*
Once again we have to inform our subscribers that
the early birds have caught the worms—in other words,
we have SOLD OUT our stock of Christmas cards and
Regimental Diaries.
" Moral for 1952—Apply early ! By doing so you will
give us an indication of the numbers required and you
will save yourselves disappointment.
*
x
*
The question of " Q.O.G." finance was considered at
the Regimental Council meeting held at Regimental Head
quarters on 17th November, 1951.
It was decided to review the matter at the end of a
year, and, in the interim it was recommended that no
increase should be made in the charges.
In order that we shall not be compelled to raise the
price of the Regimental Journal, we appeal to all and
sundry to do their utmost to obtain new regular sub
scribers.
Since writing the above, we are pleased to announce
that the Past and Present Association members are keep
ing their eyes fixed on the traffic signals. London Branch
have sent us in the names of seven new subscribers, and
Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells Branch, three. Well done,
London and Tonbridge ! If this spirit is maintained, the
signals might remain at amber and the red light turn to
green.
We pride ourselves on being one of the few Regi
mental Journals of the Infantry of the Line who have
continued to go to press without a break, in peace and
war. since the first issue made its appearance in 1885. We
also pride ourselves on not having raised the cost since
before the war, so make it a New Year resolution to help
us to maintain that tradition, by obtaining new subscribers.
*
*
x
The Editor would like to place on record his apprecia
tion of the very great help he has received from all mem
bers of the staff of the " Kent Messenger," who have
been printing "The Queen's Own Gazette" for the past
half century.
They have helped us in many ways—in the loan
without charge of blocks published in the " Kent
Messenger"; in keeping the cost of production as low as
possible, and last, but not least, by their ever ready advice.

Social and Personal

W

E are pleased to record the names of the following
visitors since we last went to press. This month
we record, in addition, the names of what may be
described as " official" visitors—officers attending the
Regimental Council Meeting on 27th November: —
Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, Colonel of the Regiment;
Brigadier R. A. Riddell;
Colonel W. V. Palmer;
Colonel B. L. Clay;
Lt.Col. E. S. Kerr;
Lt.Col. G. G. Elliott.
Captain P. N. Elgood:
Major J. T. Leigh;
Major J. A. Eason;
Lt.Col. F. K. Theobald:
Major J. M.T. BoothTucker;
Lt.Col. K. G. Thrift;
G. D. Roy Smith, Esq.
Finally, but not least by any means, we were pleased
to welcome Maj. H. B. H. Waring and his future wife.
*
x
*
«
In our social column we have not hitherto had the
pleasure of announcing two forthcoming Regimental
weddings. We now have pleasure in extending our good
wishes and warmest congratulations to Majors A. J. M.
Flint and H. B. H. Waring, both of whose forthcoming
weddings have been reported in the Press.
x
x
*
Two of our visitors (named above) are in the U.K.
awaiting appointments overseas. They are Lt.Col. K. G.
Thrift and Maj. J. M. D. BoothTucker.
Maj. J. A. Eason is at present on leave in United King
dom and hopes to get an appointment in the U.K.
*

.

*

*

Maj. D. Monckton informs us that " he is definitely
sound in wind but temporarily unsound in limb, although
he could pass as sound at a sale." We sincerely hope that
he will soon recover. Sound wind and sound limbs are
essential in the para, business, of which he is an Adjutant.
*
*
*
Maj. J. F. Lander has now taken up residence at
" Hiaway," Southbourne Road, St. Austell, Cornwall. He
wishes his old friends to note his new address.
x
*
*
Mr. Easthaugh (otherwise "Lofty"), the gifted author
of the articles which appear from time to time in "The
Q.O.G." under the heading "Trials and Tribulations," paid
us a short visit. We hope that he will continue to favour us
with articles from his able pen,
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Mr. W. E. Wood, writing from Nairobi, tells us that
Mr. Jenkins, who served with him in Dublin in 1912 is also
stationed in Kenya, and that Capt. C. E. Carey used to visit
him in Nairobi.
*
*
x
The following are extracts from a letter from Brigadier
N. I. Whitly: —

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS
BIRTHS

" My new house is going on excellently and I'm glad to
say I've sold this one to the first fellow who came to look at
it . . . I'm handing over 011 the 1st January, and will be
homeless for a couple of months till the new house is
finished, but have heard of a cottage we may be able to
rent. We'll be sorry to leave this place after all the hard
work we've put in . . . the new house is more convenient
in many ways.

BARRETTARCHDEACON.—To Grace (nee Howden),
wife of T. C. BarrettArchdeacon, on 17th May, at
the European Hospital, Kampala, Uganda, a daughter
Elizabeth Majorie.
JOLLY.—To wife of L/Cpl. R. Jolly, 1 / R.W.K.. a daughter,
.Donna Julie, born at Bath General Hospital, 5th
October, 1951.
HEALEY.—To wife of L/Cpl. R. Healey. 1/R.W.K.
a daughter, Jeannette Elsie, born at Kenchill Nursing
Home, Tenterden, 23rd September, 1951.

"Congratulations 011 the Regimental Museum."
X
X
X

Maj. Horace Taylor has changed his residence and is
now .the occupant of Nymet Farm, Bow, Crediton, Devon.
X
X
X
Ft.Col. E. A. Sharpin informs us that he saw the
Allfreys and the Hardys at Cheltenham Races on 15th
November.

FLINT—MILES.—A marriage has been arranged and will
take place at Kuala Lumpur, Malaya, in January,
between Maj. A. J. M. (Bobby) Flint. M.B.E., The
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, son of Mrs.
A. L. A. Flint, of Brook Glen, Boyn Hill, Maiden
head, and Barbara Joan, elder daughter of Maj. and
Mrs. L. G. Miles, of KingstonDeverill, Warminster.

X

X

X

Capt. J. M. S. W. Trumper expects to change his
present appointment in the B.A.O.R. (which he has held for
five years) for another one—possibly in Oslo.
x

x

x

Capt. H. W. Marsh, who is Adjutant of the Joint Ser
vices' School for Linguists in Bodmin, writes: " I am settling
down in my new post quite well. We have some 600
students here which is quite a handful, and having all three
services presents quite a few problems."
x

x

x

We are indebted to Capt. T. C. BarrettArchdeacon for
the following newscutting from the "Uganda Herald":
A BEARE COINCIDENCE
While visiting the house of a colleague, who is a
" ham " wireless enthusiast, Bandmaster C. T. Beare,
of the Uganda Police Band, was surprised to be called
to the set to speak to someone who claimed to know
him. His astonishment grew when he found that one of
the first amateur stations to be contacted had been in
Lusaka, and that a visitor to that house was exBand
Sergeant Len Barratt, formerly of The Royal West Kent
Regiment,who had been at the Royal School of Music,
Kneller Hall, at the same time as Mr. Beare.
They then discovered a mutual friend in Mr.
George Jackson, who has recently arrived in Southern
Rhodesia to do what Mr. Beare has already done for
Uganda—produce an African band, starting from
scratch. Mr. Beare has made a " ham " date with Mr.
Jackson for tomorrow evening, when the air will no
doubt be thick with musical notes and phrases.

ENGAGEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM
HOWLETT.—In proud and perfect memory of "Swifty."
Brigadier Bernard Howlett, D.S.O., The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment, who fell in action on the
Sangro, November 29th, 1943.
Quo fas et gloria ducunt.
4

CONTEMPORARIES
The Editor acknowledges with thanks receipt of the
following Regimental Journals: —
The
The
The
The
The
The

NOVEMBER
Spring of Shillelagh:
Eagle;
Lancashire Lad;
Roussillon Gazette;
Royal Engineers' Journal:
A.C.C. Journal.

OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER
The Dragon;
The Globe and Laurel;
The Sapper;
The Tank;
The Snapper;
The St. George's Gazette:
The R.A.O.C. Journal;
The R.A.S.C. Journal.
1
A man suing for divorce said that his wife shot at
him. The judge, to clear up a technicality, asked the man
when the separation from his wife began.
" She fired at me five times, Your Honour." the man
replied. " I started separating on the first shot. By the
fifth I had completely separated."
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

H IS month's picture of the Regimental Museum
depicts the " War Bay." and covers the period
19001945.
The War Bay provides the utmost attraction for the
Recruits now at the Depot, and the older generation who
provided the Battle Honours on the Colours during the
Boer War. 191418 War and the last War.
Referring to the picture, on the left is the painting
depicting The Queen's Own at the battle of Neuve Chapcllc
in October, 1914.
This painting was originally in the
N.A.A.F.l until removed for sale custody during the raids
of 194045.
The shelves below contain war exhibits of an inter
esting nature, including a German Pay Book, Medical Kit,
German Bible found in Flanders in 1917, synthetic soap
as issued to our P.O.W., 191418, German Helmets, and
a specimen of our own "tin hat", a brass gong gas alarm
used in the L'epinete and Larentic sectors of the British
Front Line in France, 191617.
In the corner can be seen an aircraft propeller blade
from a Heinkell III shot down by the R.A.F. at Fritten

den in September, 1940. This was collected by an officer
of the R.W.K.. and rumour has it that The Queen's Own
assisted in bringing down the Heinkell. but we cannot
vouch for the authenticity of this statement.
In the centre is a panorama of the Battle of Ypres,
1914.
Below is a rifle surrendered by the Boers to the 1st
Vol. Bn. in 1900.
The frame of formation signs, 193946, denotes the
formations in which the Regiment served, but it is in
complete and we are anxious to complete the collection.
(What have you?).
The centre frame contains the Roll of Honour of the
1st Bn., and shows the names of 78 Officers who gave their
lives in the 1st World War.
The case of Championship Boxing Belts—it is inter
esting to note that "Boy" A. J. Hayley (now R.S.M.) was
a winner in 1924.
The bugle, the one on which the Charge was sounded
at Hill 60 on Sunday 17th April. 1915, is in the Bay as also

War Bay, 19001945.
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one captured at Vimy Ridge in 1917. There is, too. in this
Bay, the rifle that No. 934 Pte. W. J. Smith was firing when
an enemy bullet went clean down the barrel, splitting the
bolt.
On the left can be seen a plaque painted by the
pioneers of the 4th Bn. in Burma and several sports
trophies.
It is not possible to distinguish in the photo the
exhibits contained in the show cases: some of these arc
a hand carved shield of the White Horse—a memoriam
to the fallen at Kohima, a "Gandhi" Cap and Congress
Flag collected by the 1st Bn. in Madras in 192728. The
show cases are subdivided to cover both of the last wars
and contain too many exhibits to elaborate on here with
out increasing the cost of Q.O.G. production.
Suffice it to say the Bay contains a host of interesting
articles of arms, equipment and curiosities that tingle the
imagination and prove an attraction to all and sundry.
Our thanks are due to the following for the articles
they so generously contributed: —
Mrs. Guy Keenlyside (case of models in period uni
form, 17551939).
Regimental Headquarters (Badge of the Regiment,
mounted on oak shield).
Mr. L. W. Dawson ,(History of the I 1th (Lewisham)
Battalion).
The Misses Joselin (Case of six medals and bronze
plaque).
Mr. Carter (Badges and buttons).
Mrs. Nelson (D.S.O. and six medals).
Col. Hewitt (Documents—"Proceedings of a District
Court Martial, August. 1776 ").
Col. C. F. Hitchin (Presentation of Colours to 3rd
Bn. and another album of cuttings, etc., 191418 War).
R.L.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

A R M Y A G E N T S S I N C E 1758

O

fficers

of the British

Army have been

banking with Cox & Co. since 1758 — the

year in which Mr. Richard Cox was appointed
Army Agent by Field Marshal Lord Ligonier —

REGIMENTAL DINNER—Junior
June, 1952.

United Service Club. 25th

"AT HOME"—Savoy Hotel, 25th June, 1952.
TENT—Week commencing 19th June, 1952.
ANNUAL REUNION—20th June, 1952 (subject to confirmation).
CRICKET WEEK—Date awaiting confirmation.
The attention of members is particularly drawn to the
revised date of the Regimental Dinner and "At Home"
(Wednesday, 25th June, 1952).

and Cox & Co. have also been Official Agents to
the Royal Air Force since its inception.
Lloyds. Bank absorbed this historical connection
in 1 d3

and

the modern Banking Service now

provided still preserves the tradition of individual
attention to customers' needs.

LLOYDS BANK
=
§

WE WANT TO MAKE THE GAZETTE A BETTER
MAGAZINE, BUT CAN ONLY DO SO TP YOU ASSIST
YOU CAN HELP BY:—
Prompt payment of subscriptions.
Constructive criticism.
Obtaining new subscribers.
Sending us interesting articles and Photographs
for publication.
Submitting articles and photos in suitable time
for publication by 20th of previous month.

I. I M I T E D

Cox's & King's Branch,
6 Pall Mall, S.W.I
OFFICIAL ARMY

AND ROYAL AIR FORCE AGENTS
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The following complete the series of articles by Bernard
Wicksteed, Special Correspondent of the Daily Express, who
recently spent some time with the 1st Bn. in Malaya.
We are indebted to the Editor of the Daily Express for
permission to republish these articles.'

Wicksteed's Jungle Diary
NUMBER TWO

THEY HELD UP A BUS
and so we went out bandit chasing

W

E'VE been what the boys call "jungle bashing"
today. We went out after three bandits who had
held up a bus.
We didn't find them, but reporter Wicksteed, from
Hampstead, finished the day about 101b. lighter than he
started. Phew!
It was hot, hard work.
The bus was bumping along a rough jungle track,
taking a load of tin miners to work, when three bandits
stepped out on to the road.
Bandits love stopping buses.
They pass the hat
round among the passengers in aid of bandit funds, and
then set the bus on fire.
On this occasion the Indian bus driver, as bus drivers
the world over sometimes do, ignored the signal to stop
and put his foot down instead.
There happened to be a Malay policeman hanging on
to the back of the bus, and the sudden acceleration threw
him off into the road, right among the bandits. ______
ALL FOURS
He ran so fast his shoes fell off, but he managed to get
away because the bandits were a bit surprised at the turn
of events themselves, and the shots they fired at the fleeing
policeman missed.
All this happened about 15 miles from the camp at
Trolak, where A for Able Company of the Royal West
Kents and Wicksteed were standing by.
No. 1 Platoon, plus Wicksteed, was ordered out, and
in a few minutes we were dashing to the scene in trucks.
When we got there, naturally the bandits had vanished
into the thick jungle by the roadside.
We were lined up by Lieutenant Karl Beale, aged 22,
whose father grows Cox's Orange Pippins in Cranbrook,
Kent. Ungat, the platoon's pet headhunter from Borneo,
ran up and down the roadside like a terrier after a rabbit.
Eventually he found what he was looking for—a
broken twig or some crushed grass or something and
plunged into the jungle with the rest of us after him.
It was so thick you could only see the man ahead of
you and the man behind.
It would not have been so bad if we had been going
on the level, but the tracker was taking us up the side
of a hill so steep we had to go up on all fours.
OH, THE HEAT
Above I could see the boots and occasionally the
whole of Private John Morgan, a National Service boy
who used to work in a gypsum mine at Netherfield, near
Battle, Sussex.
Below me was LanceCorporal Ricky Jackson. He is
not unknown at the Hammersmith Palais de Danse, but

he has also been a Boy Scout, a King's Scout in the Isle
worth (Middlesex) troop.
The heat was like the heat of a Turkish bath, and we
had to go on up this blinking, junglecovered hill for half
an hour, without a word and without a halt.
When we got to the top of the hill, we went down
the other side to a swamp. It wasn't so thick here,
and you could see half a dozen chaps spread out in front
and as many more behind.
You could see the permanent, halfamused grin and
the twinkling eyes of Private Don Bangs, the barrow boy
from Camden Town, and the Broad back of Private Johnny
Slavinski, the acrobat temporarily absent on National
Service from the Tovarich Troupe.
I'm not sure the swamp wasn't worse than the hill.
We were up to our knees in water half the time. Then it
was into the thick undergrowth again, and up another
murderous hill.
At last the whisper to halt came back from the front
of the column.
The tracker had found something.
It
was an ambush position in which six men had lain not
more than four hours before.
SILLY PLACE
With the memory of the swamp and those murderous
hills between us and the road, I thought what a cockeyed
place it was for the bandits to lay in ambush. It seemed
miles from anywhere.
Then I heard an odd noise and, looking round a bush,
I saw a bus going past. We had made a complete circle
and come back to the road almost at the same spot from
which we had started.
The trucks picked us up, and we got back to camp
just in time for the weekly film show. The boys, who
looked as if they had been for no more than an
afternoon stroll, paid 35 cents (or 9d.) for a seat, but
the Borneo headhunter boys got in for nothing. They
love films, and their favourite star is Bing.
BORING
The newsreel included shots of Ascot, and the feature
was a Western called "Prairie Pirates."
It rained so
hard outside you couldn't hear a thing, and the screen
was so dim you couldn't see much.either.
"Sorry it has been such a boring day," said young
Beale later, as we crept under our mosquito nets, with
the rain still pelting down.
"Not at all," I said, as I sank on the bed. "I found
it rather unusual."
TELEPHONE 3838 MAIDSTONE

BENNITTS LTD.
tjfflbolegale anb IRetatI ttobacconlstg

6 and 63a, HIGH STREET
AND

3, MARKET STREET,
MAIDSTONE
All Orders promptly executed.
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WICKSTEED'S JUNGLE DIARY

NUMBER THREE

Have You Ever Been Scared
by a Firefly?
PENANG. Friday.
HAT are you going to do this Saturday night?
I'll bet it's nothing like the way I spent my last
Saturday here.
No. 1 PI. of "A" Company of the Royal West Kents
set an ambush by a river crossing at Trolak, and reporter
Wicksteed went along to represent the Press.
Nobody got hurt, but it was an interesting professional
experience, for though the pen may be mightier than the
sword on most occasions, it feels an inadequate weapon
of defence when you are lying on your tummy under a
bush in the jungle beside a bandit track at midnight.
Trolak is pronounced Trola. The k is silent, but at
night time it's the only thing about the place that is. The
jungle that seems so limp and dead in the heat of the
day comes to life with a million noises at night.
At home you can usually reckon that any noise at
night has a natural and harmless explanation, but in the
Malayan jungle there really are tigers, there really are
snakes with deadly bites, and above all there really are
men prowling round with a desire to kill you.
So in the course of lying for six hours in the dark,
reporter Wicksteed experienced some of those feeling he has
jeered at in others—an admission no one will be more
delighted to read of than his wife.
Ungat, our headhunting Borneo tracker, probably
knew the explanations of every one of those million jungle
sounds, but the National Service boys, of whom there were
ten in different parts of our ambush, knew as little of
their cause as I.
Yet they accepted them with the stolid outward calm
of the trained soldier.
At three points along the bank of a narrow, muddy
river we took up our positions where fallen trees had made
natural, though precarious bridges.
Our information was that the local banditry were using
these crossing points on their journeys in and out of the
jungle for food supplies.
There is no twilight in the tropics. We got into
position at 6.15 in broad daylight. At 6.45 it was as black
as midnight.
Under another bush, five yards away in the darkness
on my left, was Ted Bailey, from West Ham, who was a
carpenter in a furniture factory.
Beyond him was Don Bangs, that cheerful Camden
Town barrow boy.
As solid as a rock on my right was Sgt. Frank Bucknell,
Military Medal, who has campaigned in a dozen theatres
of war.
You are not allowed to talk when you are on an
ambush. You are not allowed to cough or clear your
throat because no sound travels better than that. You
are not allowed to move if your joints creak, and above
all, you are not allowed to smoke.
A few yards from the wet bush that served as a Press
box in this ambush there was a puddle and from the mid
dle of it a badmannered frog kept croaking derisive
remarks.

W

Then there was a beastly bird in the tree above me
that periodically called " Peep."
It didn't even say " Peep, peep," which any normal
bird would have done. It just said the one word " peep "
once about every five minutes throughout the entire dura
tion of the ambush. I could have killed it.
Then there were the things you SAW.
The fireflies were the most perplexing. As soon as it
was dark they came out in dozens. You could swear there
was a whole party of bandits with torches coming down the
track on the other side of the river.
Then you realised they were not lights at a distance
but fireflies only a few inches from your nose.
The jungle is also full of rotten wood that is luminous
in the dark, and there were half a dozen patches of this
within sight of the Press bush, winking like the embers
of a ghostly fire.
NO COUGHS
Every now and again the dogs in a kampong (or village)
nearby would bark madly, and you'd think: "This is it,
boys, the bandits are coming." You'd get all keyed up till
that horrible bird called " Peep " again, and somehow you
felt that things were normal.
You have no idea how hard it is not to cough when
it's the one thing in the world you are not allowed to do,
how impossible it is not to move your limbs when move
ment is a military offence.
So it was a blessed relief when Sgt. Bucknell said
"Psst!" and the ambush was over.
Back in camp there were lights and hot tea, but if you
imagine the talk was about the night's operations you don't
know your National Service man.

HAYNES
BROTHERS
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: News from Battalions :
ist BATTALION
HIS month saw one of the
worst
ambushes
by
bandits since the begin
ning of the Emergency in
Malaya.
On October 22nd,
No. 11 PI., "D" Coy. were
returning to base in transport
after a three day patrol.
As
they came along the Ulu
Caledonian Estate Track they
were ambushed by a party of
approximately 40 bandits from
a well prepared position. Most
of
those
involved
became
casualties in the first few
minutes. For the next hour a
small number of wounded men
held off many times their own
number of bandits, killing six
and wounding others and cap
turing three weapons and a
quantity of ammunition, and
successfully resisting determined attempts to seize their
arms.
The casualty list is as follows: —
KILLED
Capt. E. A. Deed, Cpl. H. Sully, L/Cpl. R. Chambers,
L/Cpl. D. Moll and, Pte. J. Bardell, Pte. D. Brown, Pte.
J. Cheeseman, Pte. L. Hand, Pte. J. Knight, Pte. M. Pelling.
DIED OF WOUNDS
Pte. A. Lepper.
WOUNDED
2/Lt. M. J. D. Gregson, Pte. Wickings, Pte. Atkins,
Pte. Perkins, Pte. Cheeseman, Pte. Clements, L/Cpl.
Martin, Pte. Harman, Pte. Wheatstore, Pte. Pannell,
Pte. Wheeler.
Since this ambush was news in England as well as
Malaya, it will probably be of interest to publish some
of the messages received by the Bn., which showed the
light in which this action is regarded here.
From Major General R. C. O. Hedley, C.B., C.B.E.,
D.S.O.
"It is obvious that the men involved must have put
up a magnificent show and I congratulate you on their
conduct."
From Lt.Col. D'A. J. D. Mander, D.S.O., Comd.
1st Green Howards.
"I do want to say how tremendously we admire the
magnificent scrap that your fellows put up on Ulu Caledo

nia. Not to lose any arms and ammunition and to kill
six bandits into the bargain was an absolutely first class
show. It was an utter defeat for the bandits inflicted under
the most difficult conditions."
From Chief of Staff, G.H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F.—Maj.Gen.
J. H. N. Poett, D.S.O.
"The reports stress what a splendid show the patrol,
especially the wounded, put up. It was a really magnifi
cent effort to have driven off the bandits in spite of the
initial casualties and to have safeguarded all the arms and
equipment."
From Comd. 48 Bde. through 18 Bde.
"Please convey the admiration of all ranks, 48 Bde.,
on the splendid show put up by 1 R.W.K. in the Ulu
Caledonian Estate."
From Officiating Comd., South Malaya District.
"Am distressed to hear of your casualties.
Your
chaps must have fought well."
From O.S.P.C., North Selangor.
"We would like you to know of our admiration for
the courage and tenacity shown by the survivors and
victors of the battle."
A Remembrance Day Service was held on Sunday,
11th November, on the airstrip at K.K.B., and attended
by men of the three companies based at K.K.B.
We congratulate Maj. Crook, 2/Lt. Stock and 2/Lt.
Taylor on being selected to represent the Army in Malaya
at Hockey, and L/Cpl. Baker on representing Selangor at
Rugby. Although the chances of games and practice are
very limited, we still manage to uphold the name of the
regiment.
We welcome back Maj. Flint after his liaison visit
to East Africa, where, he tells us, he met many members
of the Regiment.
Lastly, we wish a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year to all members of the Regiment.

" A " COMPANY
Operationally we have little to report. Our PI. out
station is now based in the Gym of the Sultan Idris Trg.
College at Tanjong Malim and from what we hear live a
life of ease and insobriety, judging from the quantity
of beer that is sent down each week. 1 PI. have been there
for the past month and to them fell the only spot of "joy"
we can record.
Information received stated that a bus
was to be burnt along the main road during a certain day.
A section left early in the morning intent on ambushing
the ambushers.
The first bus was heard coming round
the bend and was duly attacked by the bandits only 150
yards from where the section lay. Unfortunately a thick
white mist cut down visibility to about 20 yards and no
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"A" Coy. on patrol on a Rubber Estate
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bandit was actually seen.
However, not to be done out
of a little "Fuedin' and Shooting" they fired many rounds
into the general area and managed to save the bus and
chase oft' the bandits.
The follow up failed to contact
them again and the incident closed without a kill.
Turning to the domestic side we welcome back "Bwana
Flint" from a very rugged month in Nairobi.
We gather
he had a very strenuous time telling the K.A.R. Bns. what
they must expect when they get here. He must have been
most conscientious, as he returned with a highly ornate
certificate to the effect that he had "Shot the Biggest Line
in the World." Of course he says it was for crossing the
Equator, but we aren't quite so sure!
C/Sgt. Jones has just returned from a fortnight's leave
to welcome his wife to Malaya and Captain Wilson has
just gone off to meet his wife.
We think there must be
something in this marriage game judging by Bolo's
behaviour. He was seen at crack of dawn this morning
leaping about like a twoyearold. and "exchanges of
deficiencies" present no difficulties at the moment. "Ask,
and it shall be given" is his motto at the moment.
Finally we wish to express our deep sympathy to all
in "D" Coy. on their recent loss, and hope that they will
shortly get the opportunity to extract full vengeance.

" B " COMPANY
During the month the Company has been fully
occupied with operations, but unlike last month we have
not increased our score.

Lt.Col. A. Martyn, O.B.E., and 2/Lt. P, R. Stock.

On the 22nd October, we returned to Kuala Kubu
Bharu and "C" Company has taken our place at Rawang.
This is our second spell at Kuala Kubu, but this time we
are Framework and not Reserve Company.
We have played several interplatoon matches, and at
the moment 5 PI. are the league leaders. We have also
started boxing, but it is new to nearly everyone, and
there is a lot to be learned. At the moment lack of skill
is made up for by enthusiasm.
An intersection shooting competition is being held,
hut as 5 and 6 Platoons have still to shoot, the results
will have to wait until next month's issue. Up to now
a section formed from Coy. H.Q. is leading, due mainly
to the score of C.Q.M.S. Boorer.
Capt. Campbell has now gone to "D" Coy. after
being with us for far too short a time.
We are glad to welcome Sgt. Heyfron, who has been
posted to us from "C" Company. He is still occupied
with training the draft, but will arrive properly in another
two weeks.

" C " COMPANY
Operationally the month is memorable for the Bn.'s
strenuous efforts to get to grips with 8 PI. M.R.L.A., in
which the Coy. has played its part to the full.
The move forecast in last month's notes was post
poned unavoidably for over a week, but has now taken
place, and until further notice we are "C" Coy., Rawang
Detachment.
Remembrance Day was marked by a service preceded
with "Last Post" and two minutes' silence, and we were
pleased to have Mrs. Crook at the service with us.
There has already been a football match with Rawang
Tin, which after a hard struggle we just lost 1—0, only
the second time the Coy. has been beaten in Malaya. But
our leisure hours are spent to a far greater extent in the
more sedate countryside sports of hunting, shooting and
fishing! In this there has indeed been some measure of
success. Almost as soon as we arrived Pte. Figg caught
a fish. Despite experts inclining to regard it as a plant,
fishing has been the rage ever since.
Meanwhile the
C/Sgt., aidqd and abetted by other notables in the Coy.,
is constantly to be seen waist deep in swamp. Already an
unlucky pigeon has met its doom. We wait with bated
breath and watering mouths for news of even more sub
stantial success.
For the less patient there is always an
old tin dredge filled with water, which makes an admirable
swimming pool, a great attraction being when Pte. "Darky"
Mardle can be pursuaded to dive for pennies, or rather
the Malay cent.
Cpl. Dawson has been appointed Chief Cook, and
with the requisite headgear would make the perfect Chef
D'hotel Rawang. Certainly a pig kindly supplied by the
Principal of Serendah Boys' School made a most welcome
change.
There have been several moves inside the Coy., most,
regrettably, being departures.
Sgt. Heyfron is going to
"B" Coy. and was so stirred by the news that he absent
mindedly shaved off his moustache, though Sgt. Quinn is
a most welcome newcomer. Ptes. Fooks and Hills have
returned to England for posting to the Parachute Regt.,
while Pte. Richardson is the first of what will soon become
a regular flow of National Servicemen going back to
"Civvy Street." We were glad to see 2/Lt. Reoch back
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from convalescence in the Cameron Highlands, he is said
to have strongly recommended the treatment to Sgt.
"Pistol Packing Mama" Smith.
We congratulate Cpl.
Levett on his promotion to .Sgt. and Ptes. Chapman,
Hazell and Jones on gaining their first stripe.
The whole Coy. joins with the Bn. in mourning the
grievous losses at Ulu Caledonia Estate. The courage and
valour of all concerned in turning a possible disaster into
a glorious victory have been an inspiration to lis all, and
will be spoken of elsewhere. Jn particular Eric Deed will
be sadly missed by this Coy. for whom he did so much.
His quiet efficiency and keen sportsmanship were respected
and admired by all ranks.
To all the bereaved relations
we send deep and heartfelt sympathy.

" D " COMPANY
Since last month's report it has been the misfortune
of the Coy. to lose many of our men in a well fought
action. This occurred on the 22nd October. No. 11 PL,
who had been on operations for three days, were return
ing to camp, in transport, when they were ambushed by
a large party of bandits sitting in a well prepared position.
Details will be published in Battalion Notes, and the news
papers have already made front page news of the battle. So
we say no more about the actual incident, beyond mention
ing how very proud we are of the grand effort made by all
those involved.
We extend our very deepest sympathy
to those bereaved, and our best wishes to the wounded; we

wish them a quick and complete recovery to good health.
Many of us have found time to go along to the hospital
and visit them, and the whole Company sends a vote
of thanks to the padre who has done all he possibly
could do both for those gone and those in hospital.
The only thing that remains to be done is to give
assurance that the two platoons left are doing all they can
to avenge those that are dead, and when we reform 11 PI.
we hope that they will live up to the fine example shown
by their predecessors.
Capt. Campbell took over command of the Coy., after
Capt. Deed's death, until Maj. Upton returned from Singa
pore at the beginning of November. We extend a hearty
welcome to him, and lie has been kept very busy on
operations as, indeed, have the rest of us. We are very
pleased to have Maj. Upton back again, of course, though
the Call of the Jungle takes him away most of the time,
too.
Sgt. Botting is now in command of No. 10 PI. as Lt.
Langhorne has not yet been replaced. It was with regret
that we said goodbye to Cpl. Garrity, after 22 years'
service. He departed this month for home and civil life
—we don't believe it a bit though, and bet he signs on.
An unusual event took place on November 11th. Mr.
and Mrs. A. L. Denholm of Kerling Estate had asked that
their younger daughter be christened by the padre, and this
was duly arranged. Everyone who was in camp turned
up for the service, which was held in the Dining Tent, and
the troops, in the usual fashion, "wet the baby's head"
with several cases of Whitbreads—a present from the
parents. ' Mr. and Mrs. Nicoll, from Belata River, and
Mr. and Mrs. Sim, from Kerling, also came.

SUPPORT COMPANY

C.O.'s Escort Crew (/. to r.): Pte. Bishop (Scout Car
Driver), Cpl. Mansfield (Commander and Gunner),
Pte. Gooch (Wireless Operator).

Foremost in everyone's mind this month is the worst
major incident which has occurred since the Battalion's
arrival in Malaya, the Ulu Caledonian Estate ambush. We
offer to "D" Coy. our condolences on the casualties they
sustained during the action, and our admiration for the
gallant manner in which the survivors turned what might
have been a disaster into a victory. Two exmembers of
Support company took part in the action—Pte. Hand who
was the medical orderly, and who died trying to assist his
wounded comrades, and Pte. Harman who was wounded.
The Machine Gun PI. was "Stand By" on the day of
the ambush, and immediately went to the scene, spending
most of the time trying to help the wounded until the
Medical Officer arrived. They were closely followed by the
AntiTank PI. and Coy. H.Q.. who directed the subsequent
search of the area, collection of arms, and discovery of
two further bandit companies. We were not assisted by a
heavy downpour of rain which blotted out tracks and made
hill climbing difficult. We spent several days taking part
in the Bn. Operations which followed.
Training, interrupted by the above operations, and
by the interlude in Pahang after the murder of Sir Henry
Gurney, now progresses apace. The Assault. Pioneers are
feverishly rigging "Gins" (tripods to the layman) all over
the airstrip, to the amazement of the locals. As fast as
a gin is erected it is dismembered and appears somewhere
else. The Pioneers are also to be seen practising tugo
war with great gusto, and they have had the temerity to
challenge other PI. teams. Results should be available in
our next issue.
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The Machine Gunners have had another successful
shoot in the Ulu Yam area, and are still forging ahead
with their training. Cpl. Boswell is taking Ptes. Pugh,
Hastings, Page and Fysh in the gentle arts of range taking.
In the words of one of them "It's all R', Sir!"
The AntiTank PI. are also to be heard shouting un
intelligible technical orders to one another. They have now
got some ammunition, and hope to fire their guns in the
near future. This is just to make scire they do fire. They
have been stripped and assembled so often that it is doubt
ful whether all the nuts and bolts are still there.
To see
the PI. at gun drill is, however, an education, and the
N.C.O.s and men are to be congratulated on their smart
ness (the writer of this article is NOT the PI. Commander).
The new draft is now with the Coy., and each PI. has six or
seven new members who have settled down well to speci
alist training.
Cpl. Lane .and Cpl. Gordon have attended Assault
Pioneer Courses recently, and we heartily congratulate the
former on obtaining a "B"Pius grading. Cpl. Gordon was
very unlucky to break his ankle and thus missed much of the
course, but one has only to hear him lecturing the PI. to
know that he must have made up for lost time on return
ing from hospital.
We congratulate Sgt. Redpath and Cpls. Blake and
Kelly on their recent and well deserved promotion. They
all did extremely well in charge of Platoons and sections
whilst the married members of the Coy. were on leave meet
ing their families. One by one the latter have returned from
leave all complaining happily of the cost of living, etc.
However, we are sorry to learn that Mrs. Barton is un
well, and wish her a speedy return to good health.
We also say goodbye and good luck to Cpl. Bures
and Pte. Goulden, whose beaming faces announce their
departure for the U.K. this month. Pte. Goulden will not
actually leave the Regiment—he will be a member of the
4th (T.A.) Bn. Tonbridge.
All ranks of Support Coy. take this opportunity of
wishing friends and relations in the U.K. "A Happy Christ
mas and a Peaceful New Year."

SIGNAL PLATOON
October was a busy month for the Bn., and one that
will certainly be remembered by the Sig. PI.
We all extend our deepest sympathy to the parents of
22382276 Pte. Pelling who was killed in a recent ambush
on the Ulu Caledonian Estate.
He was liked by all, and
his tragic death was a great shock to the PI.
Capt. K. Dodson has reassumed the duties of R.S.O.,
and already things are humming!
Rumour has it that
next week will see the start of another "Mad Month" with
weird wire contraptions springing up all over the landscape.
Did you say you required another couple of signallers for
detachment Sir?
In the last month L/Cpl. Garwood and Ptes. Sprin
gate, Hind and Jerrey have managed a week's leave at
Penang, it is hoped that in the future we shall be able
in increase our monthly quota.
With the heavy wear on wireless equipment, our
Mech. Sigrnn. Clarke has been kept very busy, although
Cpl. Browning's many trips to Workshops makes one
wonder!
To all at home and abroad, we would wish a Merry
Xmas and a Prosperous New Year.
LITTLE PRONTO.
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DRUMS
During the past few months the Drums have seen
many changes. Dmr. Barrett is eagerly awaiting the "Big
Boat" to England. Dmr. Butcher is in hospital at Singa
pore as a result of an eye wound received during the
October 22nd ambush. It is rumoured that he too will
be leaving us. Dmr. Kesby is now to be found at Kerling,
Dmr. Reis at Trolak and Dmr. Ward at Rawang. They
are all enjoying their stay outstations and are loath to
return. We wonder why. Perhaps the guards there are
few and far between.
Dmr. Blake will scon be leaving
us for a life of ease in civvy street.
We will have sent
him on leave in place of a demob course.
L/Cpl. Jolly becomes a daddy. He is now the proud
father of a baby daughter.
Well done Dick, we always
knew that you could do it.
The arrival of the married
families sees the Drum Maj in good mood. He and his
wife are now safely installed in K.L. Since returning from
leave we notice that he is looking much fitter and brighter
of eye. Boy Keeting has now completed his Boys' Ser
vice and henceforth joins our noble ranks.
"Buzz."

INTELLIGENCE SECTION

Owing to the recent incidents, the Bn. generally has
been heavily committed, and the Intelligence Section, play
ing its role, has been kept very busy. The l.O. once again
had to present himself with the Battle Board and his col
lection of maps to Tactical H.Q.. on the recent operations.
During his absence the "1" Sgt. was left to write the
tedious weekly Intelligence Summary, and more by prayer
than judgment, so he says, the result was satisfactory.
The l.O. is gradually getting over the Penang Hang
over, but evidence of its presence is occasionally portrayed
in sudden outbursts of uncomplimentary remarks on the
subject of Malaya and friend bandit—most of which arc
unprintable. The Hockey situation has improved lately,
and as Hockey Officer the l.O. hopes to be able to prove
the Bn. team's real value in the near future.
Sgt. Simmonite departed with pockets crammed tight
with money for Singapore recently.
His wife has just
arrived from England, and in spite of a noticeable lack of
finance, the family is once more united. The Section now
wait in expectation for the promised apple pies.
Pte. Botting, lucky blighter, has started on his second
basinful of leave and left for Penang. Pte. Stretten, the
l.O.'s DriverBatman still plugs along merrily. Ever since
lie obtained his vehicle he has shown a noticeable prefer
ence for flying, illustrated by the speeds at which he
"zooms" around Kuala Kubu.
The Section, however,
prefer terra fir ma.
Pte. Pilkington's absence on course brought a strain to
Pte. Botting, who had to prepare maps for the C.O.s
lecture. It is also noted that the keys of the typewriter
don't receive the same delicate touch, and that more empty
bottles of correctine are to be found lying about.
Pte.
Maslin is looking forward to becoming a little "Acorn"
(L/Cpl.) when he eventually takes over the military side
at Rawang Operations Room. It is gratifying to see that
L/Cpl. Keeler has mastered the arts of Intelligence Cpl.
That's all from us chaps except that the l.O. would like
to take this opportunity on behalf of the Section, of wishing
the readers and all persons connected with the Regiment—
A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
ACORN MINOR & CO.
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SERGEANTS' MESS
The chief excitement of the month was the arrival of
wives and children from the "Dunera" and the "Windrush".
For two weeks the mess was so empty that it was some
times difficult to find enough for tombola, but our married
members have returned, fat with good living and impatient
for a week end.
Each of us has now his own tankard, of Selangor
pewter or Birmingham E.P.N.S., according to individual
taste. Wc will not disclose the name of the member who
ordered a drink the other night, and said, "No, 1 will have
it in a glass, the tankard looks nicer hanging on the wall!"
The craze for dominoes has died down, but the num
ber of Brushes by the dart board grows steadily, and
mahjong continues to be so popular that we have bought
two more sets of pieces.
Our oldest inhabitant, C/Sgt. Bowles, goes to Kuala
Lumpur next week to receive a well earned B.E.M.
"You are old, father Jerry," the Sergeants said,
"And frequently you work late at night,
"But you never spend more than two hours in bed;
"Do you think that at your age this is right?"
We congratulate Sgts. Redpath and Levelt on their
promotion, and arc pleased to welcome them into the Mess.
Last week we received a visit from B/M. Moon of
the 12 Lancers.
Many old members will undoubtedly
remember him from his Bandsman days.
O.R.Q.M.S. Catt still manages to pursue his hobby
of gardening, and can often be seen walking up and down
the mess lines complete with a pair of scissors, pruning
our oriental orchids.
You may not believe this, but some of our members
at Trolak are actual strangers. People I have in mind are
Sgts. King and Lemarr in particular, and of course, all
of "A" Coy. Personnel.
We shall be very pleased to
welcome them back to Bn. H.Q. when the time comes.
"C" Coy. has left the fastness of K.K.B. and are once
again on detachment at Rawang.
They are actually on
the South side of the town and quite near to the Kanching
Pass. They have taken some stalwarts of the Mess, such
as:— Sgts. Smith, Wilde and Heyfron, not to mention the
C.S.M. and the C.Q.M.S., who by the way, is an adept
MahJong player.
"D" Coy. is also still detached and wc shall be pleased
to see them once again at K.K.B. after their tour of duty
at Kerling.
"B" Coy. has returned to K.K.B. for the second time
since our arrival. We are pleased to see them all. C.S.M.
Armstrong has got weaving on his Coy. Boxers already,
and in addition, the savings in this Coy. have improved
immensely. One wonders how the C.Q.M.S. performs
such miracles.
Congratulations to Sgt. Heyfron on attaining his
second class certificate of education. He was not very far
off a "D", but this result is all the more creditable inas
much as conditions are not conducive to study.
We are having a Xmas draw which will, wc hope, be
a success. No doubt the pride of place will be taken by
nonseasonable goods as far as prizes go. Anyhow we
are quite sure that the Bandmaster and his dear committee
will make the draw all that it should be, and up to the
Queen's Own standard.
We send our best wishes to all our friends wherever
they may be.
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E have been very fortunate in
the last month in that the
Colonel of the Regiment has
paid two visits to our Headquarters.
The first occasion being the meeting
of the Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells
Branch of the Past and Present Association
—more details appear elsewhere in this
correspondence—and the second visit was
to attend the Officers' Weekend, which took place on Satur
day and Sunday, the 17th and 18th November. The Satur
day afternoon and early evening was mainly spent in the
discussion of a " rather important" matter; and the
remainder of the evening/night/early hours of Sunday morn
ing (depending on when one went to bed ! !) were spent
in what turned out to be a rather enjoyable Regimental
Guest Night.
In addition to the Colonel of the Regiment, our Regi
mental guests, whom we were very pleased to welcome,
were Colonel Nash, our Honorary Colonel, Lt.Col. John
Warner (late 2 i/c. of the Bn.) and Maj. " Henry" Waring
—our nearly departed Brigade Major, who, however, can
not "flee the country" before presenting himself at "a
certain ceremony," which he has contracted to attend
towards the middle or end of January, '52. We wish him
and his wifetobe the very best of good fortune and
happiness.
On Sunday, the 18th November, the weather was
against us and the T.E.W.T. had to be done indoors instead
—we did, however, take a quick look over the ground
(those that could see !), and it helped greatly towards
" blowing away a lot of cobwebs " as well as the instruc
tional aspect. The Officers were pleased to welcome Mr.
Byrne. Mr. Breaden and the P.S .l .s on this weekend and
hope they enjoyed it.
lt is proposed early in the New Year—the end of
January or beginning of February—to hold an N.C.O.s'
Weekend T.E.W.T. for all N.C.O.s in the Bn.; this will be
based on Montreal Park Camp and it is hoped that as
many N.C.O.s will turn up as possible. This invitation
will also be extended to the Officers.
Capt. Blum, our recently appointed Adjutant, has been
away for most of this month on the Eastern Command
PreStaff College Course and we all wish him the best of
good luck when he sits for the exam, next February.
We feel it only fair to issue a " warning order " of
the pending retirement of our R.S.M.. Mr. Byrne, who
will, we are afraid, be leaving us for " comfortable retire
ment" towards the end of January. He will be a great loss
to us all in the Bn. after his fourandahalf years' hard
and loyal work, quite apart from his 25 years' faithful and
distinguished service with "The Queens' Own." We do
not yet know his successor, but whoever it will be, he will
have a very high standard and ideals to achieve. We hope
that when the time of parting comes that it will only be
"au revoir" and not "goodbye," as we shall look forward
to seeing Mr. and Mrs. Byrne whenever they can come
over, and he certainly must not forget that we shall keep
a "special mat" for him in case of irregular attendances.

323

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

" A " COMPANY
During the month the Coy. provided a small con
tingent for the Remembrance Day parade in Maidstone on
the Morning of Sunday, the 11th November, after which
the aforementioned contingent made quite a successful show
of boosting the Canteen Funds.
As I probably mentioned in the last issue, all members
of the Coy. are looking forward to the opening evening
which is intended to celebrate the coming of the festive
season. Wc hope that there will be a well attended parade,
both by Coy. members and their guests. May we be spared,
the possibility of the P.S.I, winning any of the liquid prizes
in the draw, by disqualifying him before wc begin.
Since the last memorable occasion that the Coy. was
represented in " The Q.O.G." by yours truly, it has been
blessed with the good fortune to secure another volunteer,
namely Pte. Bertram, whom, we hope, will help to boost
the Coy. marksmanship in the coming year. Of course,
the Coy. has also had some misfortune in losing Ptes.
Gibbons and Nichols.
The Canteen is expected to do quite a roaring trade
on the day the Coy. receives its Bounty. I hope the
authority responsible for the provision ol both liquid and
solid refreshments will have had the Canteen well stocked
up by that particular evening.
It now only remains for me to sign oil so wishing all
members, Past and Present, the compliments of the
season.
Jobeca.

WHO SAYS THAT
HORSES
ARE AFRAID OF
ELEPHANTS ?
PHONE MAIDSTONE 3313

" B " COMPANY
The month of October saw " Baker" Coy. out in .
force when we welcomed the National Servicemen one
night, and the Drill Hall seemed to shrink from its usual lofty
proportions and assumed a more intimate air. It developed
in fact into a veritable foxhole during the showing of our
evening's training film, " The Company in the Attack.'
We extend a hearty welcome to two new National
Service Volunteers this month, Pte. M. J. Butler, who has
been serving with the Middlesex Regiment in Korea, and
Dvr. C. L. Bowley, R.A.S.C., and wc hope they will per
suade more of their pals to join us. There have also been
two promotions in our ranks, no connection. Congratu
lations to C.S.M. Vallins on his welldeserved crown, and
to our M.T. Corporal, Pennells, on gaining his second
stripe.
Once again we have been pleased to welcome the
Colonel on a recent visit, when another enjoyable even
ing was had by all.
Sgt. Styles and several members of the Coy. recently
attended Sp. Coy.'s weekend camp at Lydd Ranges. When
asked how they fared it was noticeable that they all
assumed a watery grin and shook themselves like half
drowned dogs. One gathers a good time was had by all.
The officers were rather more fortunate in having an
enjoyable day's firing, under perfect conditions, on Shore
ham Range earlier in the month. On this occasion a
certain gentleman, who has had more than his share ol
practice on feathered and furred targets, gave an excel
lent demonstration of hitting bulls at 500.
Social events in October included two darts matches
against the local, "The Rising Sun," under the captaincy
of C/Sgt. Brown. Although we won the home game, the
return match away was lost despite the heroic efiort of

the team's " amateur," Sgt. Tillman, who won our sole
game of the evening. At the Past and Present Reunion
the Coy. was represented by Sgt. Tillman and L/Cpl.
Amber, whilst a disappointed Sgt. Styles, who had hoped
to be present, spent the evening babysitting.
Noble
sacrifice.
Outside activities include a series of lectures which
are being given by members of the Company to the local
Civil Defence and we look forward to close cooperation
in this sphere in the future.
" Busy Bee."

" C " COMPANY
Here we arc again at the end of another Training
Year, where everybody is just sitting back waiting for
his Bounty. This year has been something new in the
lives of the older members of the Territorial Army, having
with them in their ranks the National Servicemen, who
have been most welcome and have settled down remark
ably well. Annual Camp proved that they have a job
to do and are going to do it to the best of their ability.
Although we have only had one volunteer so far we are
still living in hopes of getting more.
We are sorry to have lost two of our Cpls. this
month—Cpl. Roden, who had finished his present engage
ment and owing to his employment cannot see his way
clear to reengage; Cpl. Matthew, who, at his own request,
has been posted to Sp. Coy., who, I think, welcomed him
with open arms as a Carrier Dvr. Mech.
C/Sgt. attended a "Q" Course at the Regimental
Depot during the latter part of October and wishes to
thank all at the Depot for their efforts in making this
a very pleasant and interesting week.
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This Coy. attended the parade at Sevenoaks on
Remembrance Sunday with three Officers and ten Other
Ranks, one of whom was an exmember of the Coy., Pte.
Hoi let. who transferred to the I Oth Para. Bn. We still have
the pleasure of his company at the Drill Hall from time
to time.
Lt. H. R. Duggan had an accident a short while ago
on the rugger field and now has his right hand and wrist
in plaster. We sincerely hope he will be fit and well in
the very near future.
On the 27th of this month is our "At Home" with
the Sevenoaks Urban District Council, who have invited
the Commanding Officer. Officers, W.O.s and Sgts. of the
Coy. to a cocktail party in the Council Chambers with a
view of meeting one's employers out of working hours.
Our congratulations go to Pte. Wilkinson on being
the proud father of an additional daughter.
Yet another ex5th Bn. man has come along to join
our voluntary ranks. No. 14058357, Pte. Miles, J. F., who
was also with the 1st Bn. in the Canal Zone in 1946. We
hope his stay with us will be long and happy.
We would like to take this opportunity of wishing all
serving and past members of the Regiment and ex
members of the Home Guard in the County of Kent a
very happy Xmas and a prosperous New Year.
" Ptipas Charlie."

" D " COMPANY
Well, once again the month of October is over and
once more the cries that harden the heart of any P.S.I,
can be heard in the Drill Halls and club rooms: "When
are we going to get our Bounty," and of course, there
is the other one. A face is gently thrust around the
door and a voice says: "Is it here yet?" Yes, once
again it is the Bounty.
On ithe Sp. Coy. weekend shoot at Lydd several
members of the Coy. went along to give Sp. Coy. a little
backing, but, on seeing these members in a local village
on the Saturday night, it is possible that they were the
ones who needed the support. Still, in spite of the weather,
the well worn phrase, " A good time was had by all,"
still remains in force.
Capt. Wood, who has been in hospital for an opera
tion, is out now and we hope soon to see him back in
circulation once more in a good state of health. Also
wc welcome to the Coy. L/Cpl. Rea. who has transferred
to us from the Northumberland Fusiliers. We hope that
his stay will be a long and happy one.
D.B.

The Dinner was sufficiently formal to satisfy the
Regimental pride of the Coy., almost all of whom
attended in uniform. After drinking His Majesty The
King's health and cigarettes had been passed round, the
gathering moved from the table to the piano at which a
lively singsong was soon in progress. The songs tended
at first to be rather sentimental, but were soon abandoned
in favour of the more robust and rollicking ditties so
familiar to all soldiers.
Sgt. Corke, between his singing of several pleasing
solos, led an energetic and difficult conga over formid
able arrangements of furniture, which dance was followed
by enthusiastic demonstrations of " Knees up, Mother
Brown." Sgt. Mew, evidently preferring the more classic
ballet, pirouetted daintily round the hall, a large red
handkerchief fluttering between the fingertips
of his
languidly extended hand.
Sgt. Coulstock's recitation of the ghoulish tragedy of
the "11.69" was followed by an old favourite—"The
Bassoon Song."
Its popularity was apparent in the
exuberance with which members of the Coy. joined in the
bassoon effects. As the evening wore on the intermittent
loud blasts gradually became shorter until bassoon noises
were quite unrecognisable as such.
A cheerful din is always exhilarating and this was
proved when the Band and Drums, under the cautious and
slightly apprehensive eye of O.C. Coy., plied their instru
ments in tunes and tempos never before heard in any
Regimental repertoire. So potent was the charm of this
music that an exHome Guard, who had been watching
through the window, entered the hall and begged to be
allowed to play a flute. With a flagon in one hand and a
flute in the other, he soon became very, very happy.
All good things must end and so, with all the beer
drunk, the flowers eaten and the songs sung, it was decided
to close the Drill Hall. The thick fog which had, by then,
descended upon Kent, drew a merciful veil over the falter
ing efforts of certain persons to walk in a dignified and
sober manner to their homes.
*

*

*

And as with wavering feet we homeward tread:
With bells and hammers ringing in each head,
What matter that each foot impedes its mate.
Who is to know that we cannot walk straight ?
The cold, but friendly fog obscures it all,
No citizen will see us trip and fall;
No soldier old, will point with scorn and say,
" Wc held our liquor better in my day !"
" Clubman."

H.Q. COMPANY
October has come and gone and the year grows old.
His labouring breath wheezes gustily amongst the trees,
driving the leaves in swirling clouds of gold, red and
brown.
As his mind dwells on the events of the ten
months that are past, surely one of the brightest memories
must be the advent of our Coy. Dinner, the first held
by H.Q. Coy. since the war.
The arrangements for Saturday, 6th October, were
clear evidence of the considerable hard work put in by
the Entertainments Committee and C.S.M. Holdsworth.
The whitecovered table, with its gleaming Regimental
silver was beautifully set off by bunches of magnificent
flowers, including some enormous cultivated chrysanthe
mums contributed by Sgt. Mew.

EYES RIGHT

NOT

!C'Es

If you want your Evening Wear,
Sports Wear, or in fact anything
Laundered expertly, send to the

Maidstone 4i District Laundry Co., Ltd.
Loose Road, Maidstone.
Telephone : Maidstone 3020

THE QUEEN'S OWN GAZETTE

22C

,vt
V

NOTED

^
Established 1770

FARMER & BROWN ALES
Agents for—

BARCLAY'S LACER
ASHFORD VALLEY CYDERS
MEDWAY MINERAL WATERS
Wines & Spirits of the choicest brand
Price List on application. All goods delivered.
Phone Maidstone 3090

22, WEEK STREET,
MAIDSTONE

Civil and Military Tailors and
Outfitters
97, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.L.
Telephone : Grosvenor 5016-7-tl
"For the Finest in Sovice and Civilian
Special Export Facilities

Wear"

Our Representatives will wait upon you where ancl
when you so desire, and at our premises every
courtesy and attention is assured to both old and
new customers.

Branches at :
CAMBERLF.Y, ALDERSHOT, SALISBURY, CATTERICK

Appointed Tailors to over Fifty Regiments and Corps

326

SUPPORT COMPANY
The last month has been a very busy one. the main
event being a weekend a.t Lydd, where all Pis. fired their
weapons. One saw the Coy. here stronger in numbers than
ever before and it gave us all very great pleasure to have
among the N.S.M. several who had seen service with the
Middlesex Regiment in Korea. 1 can assure you that they
can give us—so said old spldiers—quite a few words of
good advice. After a rather eventful journey from Ton
bridge to Lydd on Friday evening, we managed to get
settled in at about midnight. One would add. however, that
we were greeted on arrival with a very good meal of eggs
and chips.
Saturday dawned and one could not have wished for
a better day; the sun shone and everybody got down to
revising all that had been learnt in the last few months
(here we will thank Sgt. Tillman for organising a first
class N.A.A.F.l. truck). After lunch a little more revising,
then wc got down to preparing our weapons for firing on
the Sunday. (The 17pdr., by the way, had been hard at
gun drill and sub calibre shooting all day under the able
supervision of Sgts. Baker and Dowsing.) The evening was
either spent in Rye or Lydd. Those who went to Rye had
the pleasure of the local Guy Fawkes' night, whilst those

in Lydd retired to the usual places. On " coming to " on
Sunday morning, one heard the wind blowing and the rain
pattering against the window and those of us who had
been to Lydd before knew what was in front of lis.
At eleven o'clock, after more gun drill under cover,
we commenced to fire. One heard the M.M.G.s on one
part of the Range, while a little further to the left the 3inch
mortars were banging away, and although one did not hear
the crack of the 17pdr., we all knew that they were getting
in good practice with a Bren attachment.
Whilst the tiring was going on the Commanding Officer
arrived, and although conditions were terrible, he had the
pleasure of seeing some quite good shooting. We would
like to thank all the P.S.l.s from other Coys., who came
along to help us, and hope that we shall see much more
of the A/Tk. detachment from D Coy. and those from
C Coy., who came along for the weekend to give a helping
hand. Our P.S.I. has worked very hard on this weekend,
having a considerable amount of admin, and clerical work
to do, as well as supervising and instructing on the 17pdr.
Quite a number of the Coy. will remember his Coy. drill
parade taken on the Saturday morning before going on with
the programme. He reckons that D Coy. won't stand a
chance in this coming year's Drill Competition. (That, of
course, remains to be seen.)
" Washout."

SB

UHlffiminnrani

'To avoid unnecessary inquiries I'll tel! you now—it

DON'T apply to you Regular soldiers."

[London Express Service
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We are experiencing some difficulty jn obtaining
hockey fixtures, as most civilian teams play on Saturdays.
CROSSCOUNTRY RUNNING

T

HE 1st of November found the Regimental Depot
very busy with the third Intake proceeding to Home
Counties Brigade Depot and the arrival of the fourth
Intake on the same day, but by the evening all new arrivals
had settled in and the business of training yet another batch
of National Servicemen commenced. This has continued,
and, apart from sport, not a great deal has happened.
The Regimental Depot Permanent Staff formed a con
tingent to attend Remembrance Day services held at the
Maidstone Town Memorial and at the Regimental Cenotaph
in Brenchley Gardens. Both these ceremonies were very
impressive and were attended by many exservicemen of
all services.
Capt. Macmillan has been away most of the month
putting in some hard study on the Eastern Command Stall
College Candidate Preparatory Course. Certificate " A "
Boards have also had their toll of the Officers, W.O.s and
Senior N.C.O.s.
In the realm of sport we have been well to the fore,
and in particular we are very pleased to know that Maj.
Keenlyside reached the last 16 in the Army Squash
Championships, only to be knocked out by a very narrow
margin.
ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL
The evacuation of the Royal Engineers from Invicta
Lines has robbed us of several fixtures, but it has been
possible to arrange a few alternative matches. Unfortu
nately several of our best performers ((Holdees) have been
posted thus necessitating different teams for each match.
The following are results of matches played since our last
report; —
18th October; Depot v. Depot, Royal Fusiliers (away)
—won, 10.
24th October: Depot 2nd XI v. Recruits XI—Recruits
won, 37.
31st October: Depot v. Kent County Constabulary
lost, 23.
8th November: Depot v. Corps of Drums, H.C.
Brigade Depot—won, 62.
19th November: 1st Round. Home Counties District
Minor Units—Depot v. "B" Sqn., 10 Trades
Training Regt., R.E. (abandoned after 30 mins.)
11.

21st November; Depot v. " B " Sqn., 10 Trades Train
ing Regt., R.E. (Replay)—lost, 03.
28th November: Depot v. Homes Counties Brigade
Depot—lost 06.
HOCKEY
24th October: Depot v. Depot, Royal Fusiliers (away)
won, 41.
27th October: Depot v. Foster Clark's Hockey Club
—lost 06.

A team of six was entered for the North Kent District
(A.A.A.) C.C. Championships on 1st December over a
fivemile course at Bexley. We have been fortunate in
obtaining the permission of a wellknown team (Aylesford
Paper Mills) to use their course for training and for this
we are very grateful. The result was as good as could be
expected, since we were able to do little training prior to
the match. Our team came last, but just two places behind
the only other Army team entered in the race. Out of about
85 runners our team secured places 52, 55, 57 and 63.
As we go to press news have been received that the
comment on the Annual Inspection was favourable. We
also extend to all connected with the Regiment our heartiest
good wishes for Christmas and the coming year.

SERGEANTS' MESS
It was decided during our October Mess meeting that in
view of our increased numbers we could take on a couple
of local Clubs at indoor games. The first of these was
played on the 24th October versus Stone Street Club. They
nroved rather too strong for us although we did frighten
their darts team by winning the first leg (team 6—1.000 up),
but that was about all.
The O.R.Q.M.S., with Sgt.
Huntingdon as partner, also gave them a shock when he
potted the pink and black to make a fine finish and win in
snooker. This covers our successes in our first encounter,
but it did not deter us from having a very pleasant evening.
We have a return match at their Club in January and hope
at least to give them something to think about. I did not
mention, but they happen to be the local champs, for
195051 at indoor games in Maidstone Area.
November has been rather a busy month for the
R.S.M., who carried out the duties of Parade Marshal both
at the British Legion (Maidstone Branch) Festival of
Remembrance which was held in Barracks this year and
also on Remembrance Day at the Maidstone Town and
Regimental memorials for the Remembrance Day services.
In addition, a fair amount of spade work has been put in
concerning preparations for the Annual Christmas
Children's Party and the Regimental Depot Grand Xmas
Draw and Dance, which is to take place on 21st December.
We anticipate that the Draw and Dance will be of the
same vintage as in past years and no doubt the R.S.M. will
be very thankful when it is all over.
Drastic changes have been brought about in our Mess
following the meeting held in November. It was proposed
that the Mess should acquire a television set—the cost being
offset by disposing of a new carpet that had been pur
chased and laid earlier in the year. There was no difficulty
in disposing of the carpet as one of the Mess members
present offered a price which was agreed and before the
weekend was out a "Ferguson" television set (12inch
screen) was installed. This meant moving the 1st Bn.
piano from the anteroom to the billiard room. A new
carpet, provided by the W.D. has been laid and we are
once again very comfortable. The important item on tele
vision to date was the international football match, Eng
land versus Austria, played at Wembley on 28th November.
The R.S.M. and O.R.Q.M.S. had managed to procure
tickets for this match. It was rather unfortunate, for
after leaving barracks in good time, they found some mis
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hap had occurred and the train was some 35 minutes late.
In addition, they decided to proceed to Wembley by 'bus,
and for some unexplained reason (probably battery worn
out) they were stuck in the middle of the road about three
limes and eventually the 'bus broke down altogether and
they had to board another. Time was flying and they
eventually arrived at the Stadium about 15 minutes after
the kickoff (too bad !). Nevertheless, they did see some
real football. (Please note, "Cawftablets.")
On the 23rd November we welcomed members of the
West Maidstone Constitutional Club to the Mess for indoor
games. Their members consisted of quite a number of our
Royal Naval friends and, of course, it goes without saying,
a very lively evening ensued for all, rounding off with a
grand "Tipit" match. Owing to space, I am restricted
in giving any details, except that the teams were of sixa
side and we had to admit defeat by a solitary point.
We were pleased to see Henry Butcher in Mess for one
evening during the month—he still seems to be getting
along fairly well.
We also welcome S.l. Robertson
(A.P.T.C.), who has arrived to relieve S.l. Franklin, who,
no doubt, will be on his way to the Middle  East by the
time this edition comes off the press. We hope S.l. Franklin
enjoyed his stay with us and will give a look in when he is
this way again. C/Sgt. Miller (Queen's) has also joined on
temporary attachment to help out on administration.
C/Sgt. Jones left early in the month for Canterbury
preparatory to proceeding to join 1st Bn., The East Surrey
Regiment on posting. Sgt. White has had a short spell in
hospital, but I am glad to see he is back again. No doubt
we shall be losing him to Home Counties Brigade in the
near future.
McCartney.
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ASSOCIATION
6th BATTALION REUNION

T

HE importance of the regimental spirit—esprit de
corps—was stressed at the reunion dinner of the Old
Comrades' Association, 6th Bn., The Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regt., at the White Hart Hotel, Bromley,
on Saturday.
Col. B. Clay, O.B.E., said the "family life" of the
regiment under "good conditions and bad" has built up
the esprit de corps and fine tradition in which the Queen's
Own were second to none.

PROUD MEMORIES
Col. Clay was responding to "The Regiment and the
Sixth Battalion," in place of Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver, C.B.,
O.B.E., who was unable to attend. He said that the words
brought back proud memories to all those who had served
in it. He recalled the hectic days of 1940, when the Bn.
had given a good account of itself in France, which gained
valuable hours for the main body of our hard pressed
army on the beaches of Dunkirk.
Reformed, continued Col. Clay, the Bn. had gone to
North Africa, Tunis, Sicily, and Italy, where it won a
fine reputation and added fresh laurels to the history of
the Regt.
Old Comrades' Associations were an essential factor
in maintaining the regimental spirit. "I am sure the repu
tation of this Regt. is in good hands," he praised.
Col. W. Nash, M.B.E., T.D., who proposed the toast,
revealed that there were members present of almost every
Bn. of the Regt. He praised the exploits of the 4th Bn.
in Kohima and the 6th in the North African Allied land
ings. The infantryman was still an important factor in
war. "They really do matter," he said.
Mr. L. Pyrkc proposed "The Guests," and reminded
them that the original 6th Bn. was recruited in Bromley.
Maj. V. Stocker, M.C., responding, recalled that his
own Bn., the 5th, had come together quite a lot with the
6th in the war.
300 MEMBERS
Col. G. Defrates, D.S.O., M.C., the chairman,
presided over a business meeting which followed.
The
Association had 300 members, Mr. J. Davidson, treasurer,
reported a small decrease in the financial position. The
question of renovating the Bn.'s memorial at Griefenberg,
Austria, was raised, and it was decided to ask B.T.A. and
the War Graves Commission what they were prepared
to do to keep it in good order.
The reunion was attended by nearly 80 members and
guests. At the election of officers, Col. Nash, president,
Col. Defrates, chairman, Mr. J. Dividson, treasurer,
and Messrs. C. Sayers and E. Davies, secretaries, were re
elected en bloc, with Messrs. Pvrke, Leather, Bones,
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Murphy, Nixon, Baker, Collins, Godley, and Mann, com
mittee.
Among the guests were Capt. A. Ford and Messrs.
S. G. Lewis and A. V. Smith.
Best wishes were sent by
Maj.Gen. Oliver, Sir Gerald Hodgson, Col. L. F. J. Jack
son, M.C., Maj. T. C. Coath, Maj. C. H. Keenlyside, and
Lt.Col. A. A. Eason.

EX " 15" COMPANY, 5th BATTALION

O

N the 3rd of November we placed a wreath on the
grave of our late Skipper, Maj. Young. There was
no ceremony, and but for a few short words, nothing
was said, but our memory was deeply stirred as we thought
of him, and of the many others of our Company who have
passed on.
During the evening of that first Saturday, we had once
again rather a record crowd, but we were sad to note that
our oldtimer, Alf Franks, was absent.
In an unusual
(for us) five minutes of "General Meeting," our Secretary
informed us that Alf had suddenly been taken to hospital
and was very seriously ill. Many suggestions were made,
and very many of sympathy, with a result that was only
to be expected of his old comrades.
We are pleased to
report that at the time of writing, Alf is going along com
fortably, and is under the watchful eye of his old Com
pany Commander, Maj. Winston.
Our General Meeting (!) also resulted in many useful
suggestions being made about the conduct of our forth
coming Annual Dinner, most of which will be put into
practice.
This event, incidentally, shows signs of being
a record too, for at the time of going to press, no less
than 139 bods are expected.
It being the last Saturday in our "Bee Calendar," or
rather the first in next year's, we fully expected the crowd
that turned up, and added to it was the attraction of the
Darts Final for the Major Winston Cup. Albert Manvell
handsomely trounced our Hon. Sec. Len Clarke, and then
went on to beat very narrowly our " Pat." In the final
leg they both wanted double 2 for game, and Albert did
it. Thus he has won the cup two years running. Next
time, however, we have more applicants for it, so watch
your step, Albert.
Prize Bee for this year turns out to be none other
than our old friend Harry Lake.
He won by a clear
three points from his nearest rival and will be presented
with the Snow's Tankard at our Dinner. Harry has thus
proved himself (among those eligible to compete) our most
consistent supporter and thoroughly deserves his reward
(which includes, incidentally, a buckshee ticket for the
dinner to make sure he's there—as if he wouldn't be!).
Pardncr would have won this for two years running, but
his first win makes him null and void for this year.
We had a proper selection of old stagers here this
evening.
There was Fred Lawrence, Vic Vousden, J.
Pattenden and, first time for many moons Arthur and
Wally Batstone. Another "stranger" was Jimmy Mott, and
yet another, Bert Cook. This was not all either—for
besides W. Dennis (now more or less a constant visitor)
we had a visit from F. (Ginger) Woods.
And what a
todo there was! It made one's heart warm to see them
all together again.
The younger 'uns were not unrepresented either!
For Bert Levvorthy came up again to see us, and there

was Pardner—and anyway, there were 27 of us in all
present on parade. And all "B" Companw—or ex.
This was another really good evening, and made every
body really anxious to get their teeth into the culmination
of our year's worth of reunions, namely our Dinner and
Dance on the 24th.
This is now so near (it will be over when this is read),
that it is difficult to write on any other subject, so per
haps I had better leave it till next time.
Bangers!
"NIGHTINGALE"

11th (LEWISHAM) BATTALION

T

HE Annual Reunion dinner took place on Saturday,
10th Nov., 1951, at the Falstafi Restaurant, East
cheap, E.C.3, under the Chairmanship of Capt.
A. V. D. Morley, M.C., and was again honoured by the
presence of the Colonel of the Regiment, Maj.Gen. W. P.
Oliver, C.B., O.B.E., and other distinguished guests, which
included Col. W. V. Palmer, Lt.Col. A. Eason, His Worship
The Mayor of Lewisham, Coun. H. M. Pinnell, J.P. (Vice
President of the lltli Association), Alderman A. Barllett,
J.P., Lt.Col. A. H. Hilton (Leicestershire l^egt.), Henry
Price, Esq., M.P. for West Lewisham, The Rev. Gerald
E. Hudson, M.C. (Association Padre), Mr. V. Stevens, who
served in the ranks of the Bn. and later commissioned
in the Duke of Wellington's), R.S.M. H. Childs of the
"Queen's Own" and Chairman of the Kent Cyclists O.C.A.,
and son, an exBandsman of the Regt, friends of exC.S.M.
Trencher, Mr. W. A. Cole, Hon. Secretary; Len Remfrey
and Mr. Wilks represented the London Branch, and Mr.
Len Clark the Catford and District Branch.
Mr. E. H. Reece, Hon. Secretary, lltli Queen's O.C.A.
and A. Runacres (Lewisham Borough News, who presented
the Association with the remaining copies of the Bn.
History).
Two friends of Capt. R. O. Russell, M.C., Hon.
Treasurer, Bernard Wilton, F.C.A., and Liveryman of
the City of London, was one, the other name, to my regret,
I cannot recall.
Capt. E. Barlow, R.A.S.C., friend of Len Dawson.
A large party, a draft of the East Kent Mounted
Rifles, came with R. C. M. Jenkins, Esq. (Deputy Chief
Constable of Kent), journeying from Heme Bay, Margate,
Canterbury, Maidstone and Warminster, Wiltshire. It was
pleasant to record the first appearances of W. R. Roberts,
M.M., from Loughborough,
Leicestershire, and S.
Bellamy, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire.
The Loyal Toast was observed with sympathy, having
in mind His Majesty's illness, after which the Chairman
asked for silence in memory of our departed Comrades,
and the Association Standard, carried by Mr. W. Toomer,
M.M., escorted by M. J. Collins and Mr. Mark Osborn,
dipped in homage, as the Padre spoke in quiet words.
The Chairman then called on the President of the
Association, Maj. A. J. Jimenez, M.C., to give the Toast
of the Regiment.
The Colonel of the Regiment, in replying, said that it
gave him great pleasure to be with the Association again.
In fact, he loved all these gatherings.
He then announced that it was his privilege to present
the Meritorious Service Medal to a senior member of the
Regt., exC.S.M. W. Tranter, who had by that moment
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been escorted to a point immediately in front of the Colonel
of the Regt., who leant over the table and pinned the
medal on that very proud man's jacket, and warmly con
gratulated him on the award which had been made in
1918.
The Colonel then said how pleased he was that
Regimental training had been introduced at Maidstone,
and concluded by expressing the deepest sympathy with
the relatives of those who had lost their lives in Malaya.
The Mayor of Lewisham, in proposing the toast of
the Association, said that it was a great privilege to be
invited.
The Chairman,'Capt. A. V. D. Morley, M.C., rose
amidst cheers to respond, and warmly welcomed the guests
and members of the Association, and thanked the Com
mittee for the hard work which they had put in to make the
Dinner a happy and successful one. On behalf of the
Association, he sent a message of deep sympathy to the
families of those who had died in Malaya. He asked for
a moment's silence in memory of those gallant men. and to
those of the Association who had passed on during the
year.
The Hon. Secretary, Len Dawson, in the absence of
Capt. Hall, proposed the Health of the Guests, and Mr.
Bernard Wilton responded. Capt. Barlow, R.A.S.C., also
replied.
All members and others interested are reminded that
the Association's Annual Ladies Evening, a Social and
Dance, usually very happy and successful functions, will be
held on Friday, 15th February, 1952. and that the Annual
General Meeting will be held on Thursday, 27th March,
1952.
Details from L. W. Dawson, 6, Bramley Way,
West Wickham, Kent.
The following day. Remembrance Sunday, many
members of the Association gathered at St. Lawrence
Church, Catford, S.E.6, to pay their Annual Tribute to
the Battalion's heroes, who gave their lives in the 191418
War, and those who since have passed over the border.
It was well over 36 years ago that St. Lawrence be
came the scene of the Battalion's Church Parades, and
situated as it is immediately opposite the Lewisham Town
Hall, and within a stone's throw of the Private Banks
Sports Ground, where the Unit trained under such stal
warts of the Regt. as R.S.M. Gould, C.S.M. Tim Hayley
(alas no longer with us), and C.S.M. W. Tranbie, M.S.M.,
a more suitable spot could not be chosen.
Over the Chancel, the Battalion's King's Colours,
placed in the care of the Church, hangs, high in honour,
to the glory of those who have gone before.
The Vicar, our new Padre, the Rev. G. E. Hudson,
M.A., stood at the Chancel steps to receive the Associa
tion's Standard, carried by Mr. W. Toomer, M.M.. escorted
by Messrs. Grant and Knight.
He welcomed the presence of the Association, who had
come to pay tribute to their fallen comrades.
Although the Association lose a sincere and well
loved friend in the Rev. Basil W. B. Matthews, M.A., its
previous Padre, I feel that it has gained another in the
Rev. Gerald Hudson, whom we all wish the greatest of
joy and happiness in his new Ministry.
The Association was represented by Mr. L. W.
Dawson, Hon. Secretary, and Mr. S. Knight, Press Corres
pondent. at the Service of Rededication of St. Law
rence, Catford, S.E.6, on Sunday, 25th November, 1951,
at which the Bishop of Southwark gave a striking sermon
on the growth of the Church.
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The Mayor of Lewisham (Councillor Prinnell, J.P.) and
members of the Corporation were present, and they and
the Bishop of Southwark were warmly welcomed by the
Vicar, The Rev. Gerald E. Hudson, M.A.
I wish now to take this opportunity of wishing all
members of the Past and Present Association a very Happy
Christmas and a Happier New Year.
"PTE. BANKS"

CATFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH

T

HE usual monthly meeting took place at the "Prince
of Wales", Perry Rise, Forest Hill, S.E. 23, under
the chairmanship of Sid Terry.

Formal proceedings were swiftly dealt with, in view
of the presence of members of the London Branch, who
had challenged the Branch to a Darts Match. The Chair
man warmly welcomed them, hoping that the best team
won, and that it would be Catford.
Dusty Miller replied in suitable terms for London.
One pleasing item on the agenda was a letter from
the Landlord of the Prince of Wales, who had read in the
Gazette complimentary remarks about him, which he
deeply appreciated.
1
The Chairman welcomed the following members:
Mr. F. Lawrence, Mr. Alf Smith and Mr. Sid Smith, and
hoped that they would be very happy with the Branch.
It was decided to arrange further Darts Matches with the
Catford Wanderers Sports Club in the New Year.
A
Resolution was passed, "That the Branch extends to All
Ranks of the 1st Battalion and relatives of those who died
in Action recently, the deepest sympathy of the Branch."
lt is hoped that representatives of the Branch will
attend the London Branch Social on December 21st, 1951.
The Branch is grateful for the invitation. Mr. Len Clarke
attended the Lewisham Association Dinner on November
10th, in company of the writer, and thoroughly enjoyed
the evening.
Mr. Wilks represented the Branch at the Pcngc and
District Remembrance Day Service.
Now for the Darts Match. The London Branch was
under strength and was reinforced by local members, and
after very even scoring, lost the first leg by a narrow
margin.
London evened matters by winning the second leg,
and after refreshments had been dispensed with, the last
leg of 1,001 commenced.
Play, as before, ran very even, but our genial Treas
urer Joe Saunders, happily recovered from illness, won
the game and match for Catford.
Thank you, London, for your visit, which was much
enjoyed and appreciated by all.
The return match has
been fixed at London, for the 30th November. So look
out, London!
The evening ended with a SingSong, with Joe Saun
ders and Alf Smith presiding at the piano, assisted vocally
by Harry Lake, Tom Sayers—others also ran!
Best of Wishes and Luck to all Members and Branches
of the Association.
"RAVENSBOURNE."
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MAIDSTONE BRANCH

LONDON BRANCH

M

O

Lt.Col. H. J. S. Brooke, I can see the flowing Sinclair
Brooke signature even now on his cricket notes, will be
very well known to many of us in the London Branch,
and now he is at the War Office wc look forward to seeing
him on occasional Fridays.

On the 6th November our team acquitted themselves
well in beating the local R.A.F. Association by eight points
to four in the Maidstone Joint Council of exService
Associations' Indoor Games Tournament. We hope to be
able to maintain this standard as competition in this tourna
ment is proving very keen this season. Unfortunately, the
miniature range is at present undergoing repairs and it has
not been possible to get in any small bore matches. We
hope to be able to resume the tournament in the New Year.
On the 10th November, many members, on invitation
of the Maidstone Branch, The British Legion, attended a
"Festival of Remembrance," held in the Drill Hall at the
Barracks. This, in spite of the very wet weather, proved a
great success and no doubt will lead to the Festival being
held annually in future at the Barracks. The following day
there was an excellent gathering of the Branch to pay
homage at the Maidstone town war memorial, where a
remembrance service was held and two minutes' silence
observed. Following the ceremony at the town memorial
all local exservice association branches. His Worship the
Mayor and Town Council, together with service and T.A.
units proceeded to Brenchley Gardens, where a short ser
vice was held and wreaths were laid on the Regimental
Cenotaph.
The monthly meeting, held on 16th November, was
very well attended and arrangements were initiated for
games evenings with Boughton Monchelsea Village Club
and for a party to proceed to "The Walnut Tree," East
Peckham, in the New Year. Further details will be
announced later.
it was also agreed that the Branch
combine with the Regimental Depot to form a cricket
team to play Linton Hospital Staff at Linton on Whit
Monday next. This should be a good show and it is
intended that the cricket match be followed bv a social
evening.

Y lirst paragraph lias been mentioned extensively
in last month's news by others, but we of the
London Branch add to the messages of sympathy
to be passed to the relatives of those who gave their lives,
and to those who were wounded in the Malayan ambush.
We stood in silence to the memory of our fallen comrades.
We were few in numbers again but pleased to sec our
President, Brig. R. A. Riddell, Col. B. L. Clay, and Maj.
Chandler present. Most of our diehards were present,but
we missed the chatter of Scotty, who is seldom absent.
Topics centred mainly on the festive season to come, the
Xmas Draw and what lines our entertainment should take
on the evening of the draw.
Col. Clay was full of his
recent trip to the Channel Isles, where lie had met most
of the members of the Guernsey Branch and invited any
members requiring help when visiting those isles to get
in touch with the Chairman of that Branch, who would
assist.
The President of our Branch, who had arrived a little
late, had been recruiting new members, and wc shall be
more than pleased to welcome, if not already effected by
the time this appears in print, that tower of strength of
the 1st Bn.'s 1936 cricket team, Lt.Col. H. J. S. Brooke,
well known by his colleagues as "Rajah."

We are pleased to welcome young Mr. Durtnell. His
father, Lt.Col. Durtnell, informed the Secretary that now
was the time to join the Branch and not after his service
had expired.
A great new line of thought, amplified
in Mr. Remfrey's letter in the November issue of the
Buster. We all hope that more members will be the out
come of this letter, but this can only happen if the serving
chaps back it up for all their worth, so we hope for good
backing. For you. young Sir, and I refer to Mr. Durtnell,
may your stay with the Regiment be a long and happy one.
Wc were pleased to see two more members in addi
tion to those mentioned, enrolled at this meeting.
Both
were members of the Regiment between the wars, and
Smithy reminded me that he had often played soccer
against me in Poona and Madras.
I was pleased to see the amount of space afforded
the picture of the "62 Club", and trust that more subscrib
ers will be the outcome.
Our idea to place copies of
the "Buster" on the table for the benefit of members, met
with an immediate success, as live subscribers were enrolled
almost at once.
I feel sure that we can help to keep
the old magazine a monthly feature if wc all help.
1 regret that one line of last month's news was left
out due to some error. The thanks clue, in the paragraph
near the end, were to Freddy Farrington and Sam Lud
ford for their kindness in accommodating Mr. and Mrs.
Palmer, etc., but I trust the readers will have grasped my
meaning.
We look forward to a large increase in numbers in
our November meeting, clue almost at once, and look for
ward to meeting more new members. More next month.
THE SPIDER.

N 31st October, a coachload of members and their
wives from the Branch spent a very interesting even
ing with the Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells Branch
at the Drill Hall in Tonbridge. We were very pleased to
see many wellknown exofficers present as well as Major
General W. P. Oliver, C.B.. O.B.E. (Colonel of the Regiment
and President of the Past and Present Association). The
main item of the evening was the showing of a documentary
film on the Burma Campaign, in which the 4th Bn. gained
very high praise for their excellent work in that campaign.

In closing, seasonal greetings are made from all mem
bers of the Maidstone Branch to all serving and exmembers
of the Regiment for a pleasant Christmas and prosperous
1952.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
19th Jan., 1952:
Monthly Meeting at Sergeants'
Mess, the Barracks, 7.45 p.m.
22nd

Jan., 1952:
Indoor Games Match versus
R.A.S.C., O.C.A., exService Club, Maidstone,
commence 7.30 p.m.

16th

Feb., 1952: Monthly Meeting at Sergeants'
Mess, the Barracks, 7.45 p.m.

19th Feb., 1952: Indoor Games Match versus Royal
Naval Association at exService Club, Maidstone,
at 7.30 p.m.
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CHATHAM BRANCH

HE monthly meeting was held at the Drill Hall.
Boundary Road, on Monday, December 3rd, and
was opened by the Chairman, C. J. Williams, at
8 p.m. There was a fair attendance considering the very
inclement evening. Among those present were J. Anchors,
Hon. Sec.; Maj. H. M. Smith, O.B.E.; Alf Tapp, M.C.:
exR.S.M. James Smith; J. E. Wright, exC.S.M.
Apologies for absence were received from Maj. R. W.
Brothers, C. Hill, Samson, Stoneham, Banks and McKay.
Joe Wright informed the meeting that he had received a
letter from Regimental Headquarters asking if any old
members of thie Regiment were in institutions or hospitals,
and if so, they would make a grant from the Com
passionate Fund—names to be forwarded by 10th
December—to provide them, as usual, with some comfort
for Xmas.
The Standard was paraded on Remembrance Sunday,
November llth, at Victoria Gardens, Chatham, by G.
Anchors, escorted by C. J. Williams, W. Higbid and G.
Lyons. Later in the morning the Standard was paraded
at Gillingham War Memorial.
The following three were elected to the Committee;
Messrs. Munchin, Miskin and Harrington. Through the
resignation of Mr. C. Hill, a new Chairman was required,
and "a vote being taken, Mr. L. W. Davidson was elected.
The booby prize was won by A. S. Smith, who returned
it for the benefit of the Branch. " Shades of spit and
polish "—three members present were lined 3d. for being
improperly dressed by not wearing the P.P. badge. A
message was received from Maj. Brothers, wishing the
members a happy Xmas and a prosperous New Year, and
expressed the hope that more old members of the Regi
ment in the Medway Towns would join the Branch in 1952.
Joe Wright said that Maj. Brothers' heart and soul was
in the Chatham Branch.
Joe Wright quoted from a letter from Mr. J. H.
Pickington, an old member of the Branch, now in Toronto.
Canada, saying how he misses the meetings at the Drill
Hall, and how he would like to see some of the old faces
again.
We had been informed from Headquarters at Maid
stone of the increased cost of the production of " The
Q.O.G." and the meeting agreed unanimously to pay an
extra Id. per copy.
One seasonal reminiscence: I spent my first Xmas
in the Army in 1890 at the Depot. It was the day of the
red coat and the Glengarry cap, and now it is the time of
the collar and tie. A merry Xmas and a prosperous New
Year to all ranks, both past and present, of "The Queen's
Own," with a remembrance of our lads on active service.
Next meeting at the Drill Hal! on 7th January, 1952.
ExNo. 2879.

GUERNSEY BRANCH

N

ANNUAL DINNER

OT yet a year old, the Guernsey branch of the
Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment, Past
and Present Association, held a very successful first
annual dinner and dance on Wednesday night at the Way
side Cheer Hotel.
Over thirty members and friends assembled for dinner,
and were joined later by many more for dancing, which
went on till midnight.
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Mr. W. J. Gaskin proposed the Loyal Toast, and the
toast, "The Regiment" was proposed by Mr. S. E. Brooks.
"In my mind I am going back through the years,"
said Mr. Brooks, "to the old ties, old friends, particularly
dear old Alan Mackay, who in those days supplied our
material wants." (Laughter.)
Chairman of the branch, Mr. E. S. Thatcher, in pro
posing the toast to the "Guests," and "The Annual
Dinner," spoke of the amount of work put in by the
Committee.
"Though we are one of the smallest organisations of
this kind on the island, our monthly meetings arc extremely
successful." He paid a special tribute to "Dicky" Baker.
Bert Hepworth. and Ted Godfrey for the work they had
done.
"I would especially couple their names with our
visitors," he said.
RUGBY DAYS
Mr. Alan Mackay, replying on behalf of the guests,
said: "1 feel I am back in the atmosphere of so many
years ago—21 years, in fact—and they were some of the
happiest years of my life. That was when the Guernsey
Rugby Football Club got themselves ready, week by week,
to play against the West Kents."
Amid laughter, he said they were young and vigorous
in those days . . . "And we were sliml"
In those days, when they played the same team so
many times, a certain number of personal matters had to
be settled, and settled they were!
"If you employed the same tactics against the enemy,
it. must have been a busy and unhappy time for him
and . . ." he added to great applause, "your records tell
me that it iv <7 .v an unhappy and busy time for your
enemies."
Though their numbers must of course remain small,
the spirit was there.
"1 hope you will have many more
gatherings, and many visits from your friends. God
bless you all."
Maj. H. Poat was a guest of the Branch. Toastmaster
was Mr. R. Self.
In the dancing which followed the music was supplied
by the Branch's Mr. Le Page and his band. Spot prizes
were awarded during the course of the evening.
OFFICIALS
The officials of the Guernsey Branch of the Associa
tion are:— President, Mr. W. J. Gaskin; Chairman, Mr.
E. S. Thatcher; Hon. Secretary/Treasurer, Mr. E. Godfrey.

TONBRIDGE AND TUNBRIDGE WELLS
BRANCH

1

HAVE been asked by our gallant leader, Maj. Elmslie.
to write a few lines about the Tonbridge and Tunbridge
Wells Branch. 1 cannot help feeling that there are others
who are better fitted for this task, so 1 hope that you and
our readers will bear with me in this brief and somewhat
sketchy report of what has happened in recent months. 1
am sure that some of these matters have previously been
referred to, but perhaps I may be forgiven if 1 again
mention them.
The Branch at the moment is making
another effort to get under way. And J have no hesita
tion in saying that but for the support of Maj. Elmslie.
Chairman, and the whole of the Committee, there would
be nothing to report. Here ' would like so say how
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much I appreciate the support of my old friends, Bill
Pollard and Bill Moase, who came over to Tonbridge for
our Committee meetings, and last but by no means least
the splendid work by the one and only Jack Breaden, who
is ever and always ready to gobble up any work. I shall
always remember him as what he truly is "Jack by name
and Jack of all Trades."
Our recent visit to Shoreham Range, whefe we met
the Officers and members of the Sgts.' Mess, 4th Bn., was
for us a great day. Never before in the lield of musketry
have I seen so much dust by so many bullets with so little
other damage.
But for all this, and I can speak with
feeling, we arc looking forward to having another go.
We'll show 'em what the old 'uns can do.
"Says who."
However, we did not lose all along the line, and we appre
ciated the hospitality extended to us on our return to
Sevenoaks.
Our party of about 25 had an enjoyable evening as
guests of the Maidstone Branch on 20th October.
1
observed that once again the fruit came to Tonbridge.
Must be a juicy affair.
We shall hope to meet on every third Wednesday
throughout the winter months at the T.A. Centre in Ave
bury Avenue, Tonbridge, when we shall always be glad to
meet old friends.
ONE OF THE FEW,
Although this Branch has been reactivated for some
18 months to two years, 1 am afraid that we have been
defaulters in not passing on news of activities to the Editor
of the "Queen's Own" Gazette. However, we have decided
to try and make amends for our past sins.
On the 31st October, 1951 we decided to put on a
really big show, and thanks to the support we received
from one and all it was a great success. The entertain
ment took the form of a lecture on the Burma Campaign
illustrated by a film, and afterward a general gettogether
over refreshments both solid and liquid.
The function was attended by about 180 people. We
were honoured by the presence of Maj.Gen. W. P. Oliver,
C.B., O.B.E., T think I am correct in saying that this is
the first official visit of the Colonel of the Regiment since
the Branch has been reactivated, and we sincerely hope
that now we are well and truly under way again, it is the
forerunner of many visits. We were also delighted to see
amongst the visitors, Col. and Mrs. Talbot, Brig, and Mrs.
Latham, Lt.Col. and Mrs. Eason, Maj. and Mrs. Lewis
Barned, Maj. Pond, Maj. C. B. Williams, Maj. C. A.
Duncan and many other well known members of the Regt.
We would like to thank the Maidstone Branch for the very
fine support they gave us by bringing a coach load of
members to the show.
Our thanks are due to Maj. T. C. Coath of the 4th
Bn. for the very interesting lecture he gave. Maj. Coath
is well known to the members of the 4th, he served
throughout the war with them, and was a Coy. Commander
throughout the Burma Campaign, and his first hand know
ledge made his lecture all the more interesting. We were
all sorry the lecture could not be longer, we do, however,
look forward to seeing and hearing him again at some
future date.
We were pleased to sec representative parties from the
Royal Naval Associations both from Maidstone and Ton
bridge, and the Tonbridge Branch of the Royal Air Force
Association, and we hope to have the pleasure of their
cooperation in future events.

AN

INCIDENT FROM DARKEST
GREECE

I

N the Spring of 1945, a man of great courage and fore
sight decided that the 1st Bn. should have a Concert
Party. Sufficient numbers of volunteers imbued with
a grand mixture of nerve and talent (?) came forward,
and were briefed for the forthcoming operation, which
was to be finally known as " Andaxi." The show was
rehearsed and rehearsed, until everyone knew the timing
and position of each and every alleged piece of foolery
until opening night arrived. Suffice it to say that after
an envoy from Bde. had seen and heard the show, it was
commended and sent on tour to other units in the Div.
Our tale unfolds at a former Greek Spa. temporary
domicile of a band of warriors whose name shall live on,
but remain anonymous in this account.
After the first shock on arrival at our latest " One
nightstand," we set to rigging up a stage without which
no entertainment would be complete. (Curtains as anti
barrage, etc. !) We were lucky in having as a basis a
fiattopped concrete tank, originally used as a means of
water storage. Hour after hour perparations were made
and by nightfall, all that remained to be installed was the
piano, lt was decided to leave this rather ticklish business
until the following morning, as the operation involved
reversing a 3ton truck uphill over bumpy ground for a
distance of about two hundred yards.
Just as the piano had been safely deposited on the
stage, drama reared its ugly head. One of the party,
glancing down in the general direction of the camp cook
house,' saw smoke issuing from the combined H.Q. of
M.T., Q.M., Amn. Store, etc. Seconds after, flames shot
from the cookhouse, and it was apparent even to the lamest
of brains that THE PLACE WAS ON FIRE !
The
Fire Picquet was called out and having been inspected for
haircuts, shaves and clean bianco, proceeded to their lawful
business of subduing the conflagration. Once during the
struggle, victory seemed imminent, but with a strong
breeze the fire gained the upper hand and soon it was
realised that apart from salvage, very little change would
be extracted from the ruins. At this point, mortar bombs,
.303 rounds and other sundry accessories of war enlivened
the proceedings by popping and banging in all directions.
We, on our hilly vantage point, suddenly became aware
that an uncontrolled stonk on our position was in progress.
Without more ado, a strategic withdrawal was made to the
far side of the tank, but this proved ineffective, so entry
was made to the tank itself. This was luckily devoid of
water, but bore strong traces of previous use by countless
latrineseekers ! The general opinion of the party was that
" shooting the pianist was O.K. but why pick on all the
lot !Eventually the noises of battle died down, and
peace reigned once more in the valley. Although we were
warned of probable reaction to any jokes concerning the
recent situation, by evening tempers were restored enough
for the funny men to raise laughs about Jeep steering
wheels, etc. We have heard of concert parties playing
under fire, but never before from one's own allies !
"The Pianist."
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(Continued from September, 1951)

1NGSDOWN was at the end of a 'bus route from
Deal and during our stay there, we made great use
of this 'bus service for our periodical trips into
" town."
It was a largish village on the side of a hill which
led down to a rather stony beach, and 'he "Zetland Arms,"
which later did a greatly increased trade as soon as "B"
Company discovered it.
As scon as wc left, the pub.
closed down.
Our billets were over the hill from the village, con
nected by lines laid by our industrious Signals, who were
being constantly called cut, sometimes at the most awkward
times, to repair them.
Each PI. had its separate billet—plus cookhouse and
cook. 12 PL's billet was opposite Coy. Headquarters, and
also accommodated the Sgts.' Mess (under the capable
management of Bert Childerley).
Two of the PI. cooks
here were Hooper and Adamson.
Unknown to the rest of the Coy., the Sgts'. Mess
had great fun on occasions.
There was a combustion
stove in there, and on one occasion they reached the happy
golucky stage of clearing the room by dropping a hand
ful of live .45 rounds into it!
The Officers' Mess was situated about midway between
the three Platoons in another house.
Each PI. being its own guv'nor as it were, each
put on its own training programme, for in the intervals
between "digging in" our main task was "training"—
mainly small arms.
At "digging parades" we went out all day, a PI. at
a time, with haversack rations and Colour bloke's tea at
midday, and dug peculiar littie holes in the ground of the
chalk cliffs, that were of no apparent use. At that period
the crops were more important than the holes in the
ground, and the layout had to conform to the general
layout of the hedgerows.
At Kingsdcwn, we made ourselves very much acquain
ted with a new issue—the Thompson submachine gun,
which was issued before anybody had instruction on it;
before even "the book" had been issued. However, this
may have had an educative effect, for the Platoons got
together, took the thing to bits, put it together again and
very soon got the hang of it, book or no book.
Small arms training became the order of the day for
about two weeks, and we were exercised, trained, and per
fected in their use, it seemed, ad nauseam.
Further down the hill from C.H.Q. towards the
Officers' Mess, was the Coy. Stores, presided over by
"Lightning" or "Urgent Message" Brooks, Coy. Storeman,
complete with his G.1098 and other mysterious stores.
The Q.M. side of the business became rather over
whelming at Kingsdown. Several times new nominal rolls
were called for, and lists of kit alleged to be, and actually
in, possession of each bod, were drawn up and presented
to the Q.M. in all conceivable ways. Monumental tomes
had to be made out, by hand, a page for each man, show
ing in about 20 columns each item of kit that should have
been, could have been, might have been, and was, in his
possession. Numerous returns had to be made, and many
irksome types of procedure followed. Red tape par
excellence, in fact.

At last our Colourbloke since Bridport (C/Sgt.
Clarke) decided he'd had enough, and reverted, at his own
request to the rank of Sergeant, and was transferred to
12 PL, under Sgt. Wally Batstone.
Cpl. F. C. Johnson had for some time been very
much concerned with the Pay and Allowances side of the
job, and was the obvious choice for the next C/Sgt. For
a time, however, we had a fully fledged bod. transferred
to us from another Bn.
No doubt the Skipper had a
large say in the sudden transference of this bod. elsewhere,
but disappear he did, and our Johnnie was forthwith pro
moted, and took over—remaining in that spot until the
end of "B" Coy.'s active interest in the war.
His first job, incidentally, was to rectify the near
insolvency of his predecessor's paybook, much to the dis
gust of both thai gent, and the "Zetland Arms"—but to
the glee of a certain Deal watchmaker.
An interesting sideline of the Coy., both here and
at Deal, our next stop, was the salvaging of goods found
on the beach, which had been washed .ashore from the
wrecks of ships that had been sunk at sea by enemy
action. One that sticks out is the huge quantity of pink,
scented, toilet soap that littered the beach one day. The
Coy. were well supplied with soap for some considerable
while after that. Another, more useful (to us!) discovery
was the find of barrels of tobacco—the fine cigarette type
stuff—though it was a bit seaweedy in parts.
Theoretically, of course, all such goods should have
been handed over to the coastguards (and, we hasten to
add, no doubt was!), the penalties for noncompliance be
ing very severe indeed.
A notable exercise in which we played the leading
role whilst at Kingsdown, was that in which the Coy. had
to capture a gun emplacement at the top of the cliffs,
manned by the Royal Artillery.
It was surrounded by 30 feet deep in various types of
barbed wire; was trip wired and booby trapped to the nth
degree, and was continuously patrolled by sentries. Added
to all this, the gunners were warned that we were on the
warpath.
However, one dark night the Coy., led by Maj. Young,
and equipped with wirecutters, pick heads, and darkened
faces, etc., penetrated the defences and captured the posi
tion. Wc were very proud of this achievement, as indeed
we were entitled to be.
During our sojourn at Kingsdown, we lost the "valu
able" services of 12 PL's Commander—Lt. "Bubbles", who
for some unknown reason to us, was appointed Bn. Messing
Officer, and forthwith had a "biitz' ? on "B" Coy.'s emer
gency rations, finding sundry items short, and instigating
a Court of Inquiry which died a natural death.
Mr. Isaac joined us and took over 10 PL, now enforced
by Sgt. Aif Webb. Mr. Dean took over 12 PL, and our
2 i/c. became Mr. Leslie.
Besides preparing out futile positions in the chalk
(Makebreakrake!); indulging in a spot of small arms
training; and partaking of a small exercise or so, we
experienced our first taste of "Monty" as a Divisional
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Commander. We had the once a week sixmile runwalk
in full bash plus an attack uphill at the 'end, and every
morning, before breakfast—"Outside for P.T."
This was great fun at times, although there were many
volunteers for billet and cookhouse duties and many
prayers for early morning rain.
It is doubtful whether anybody really took their P.T.
seriously at that time—wc were too far from Bn. H.Q. to
worry too much. The main requisite with us was to make
sure the PI. ran past the Officers' Mess at full pelt, making

as much noise of exertion as possible—thus obviating the
necessity for an alibi from the PI. Sgt.!
We mounted a formal Guard over something or other,
to keep up appearances, and there was a "voluntary"
Church Parade every Sunday morning.
The main job of security in the neighbourhood was
left to another unit—the Royal Marines, if we remember
rightly, who demanded production of identity cards from
civilians and paybooks from the troops whenever it got
dark. No doubt everybody was honest in the daylight!

TFIALS AND TRIBULATIONS
By " Lofty " Eastaugh

H

AVING let the moons wax and wane upon the great
tribe of Admin, without any sign of a smoke signal
from yours truly. Chief Scratching Pen (alias
Uncle Alf, the kiddies' friend) informed me last week to
get my skates on. or as the old Roman adage has it " Extract
Digitus," or my scalp would dangle over the doorway. In
the light of such dire threats from comrade Alfieboy, I'll
now bash forth with the griff. So. comrades with lugholes
at the high port, harken ye !
Now it came to pass, that last week, having the odd
couple of hours in hand, 1 decided to take a canter into
the Barracks and have a quiet snigger at the lads, all hard
at it, in an elfort to keep their stars twinkling on the pay
sheet. I had hardly passed the first yard of whitewash
when a large band of bods, all suitably attired in Denim
suiting and led by a character toting two tapes, a drastic
tonsure and a purposeful disposition, swept round the
corner from the Officers' Mess and disappeared in the direc
tion of the R.H.Q., leaving a hitherto weed strewn and
match ridden path as bare as a back on bath night.
As 1 staggered onwards past the square, I received yet
another shock, for there on the square stood numerous
cliques of embattled boddery being versed in the arts of
war. I stood rooted to the spot, fascinated by the ritual
being practised by one of the warrior bands. First the
leader, distinguished by a red sash, would slowly pace
along the file venting an incantation at the end of which,
he placed himself in front of the assembled soldiery. After
a momentary silence, during which the atmosphere was
pregnant with expectation, he trembled from head to toe,
turned a rather pleasant shade of scarlet lake and screamed,
" Slope hipe," or words to that elfect. At this the whole
file was galvanised into action and whilst performing the
sloping of the "hipe," chanted the strange formula, "1, 2,
3, 1," with great gusto and feeling. If, however, one was
unfortunate enough not to comply with the recognised
sequence of events, the leader, who by this time had
developed a complexion of deep purple, would raise his
eyes heavenwards and invoke the wrath of the Dieties
" Heep," " Showa" and "Janka" upon the head of the
defaulter.
Whilst I vvas in the land of the 61 Buff, 1 saw a sight
so strange that even the thought of it is inclined to shake
me rigid, and who wouldn't be shaken if they saw the

erstwhile staid figure of the O.R.Q.M.S. jigging, chuckling
spasmodically and throwing little bits of A.F. 252 on the
Orderly Room floor, much to the vexation of the Company
Runner. It appears that this disturbing phenomena occurs
at irregular intervals and has been doing so since the
demobilisation of my old pal, "Haircut" Foster. Yes.
the hairyone has at last tottered into the harsh and cruel
world beyond the barbed wire. His future employment is
in some doubt but the rumour docs exist that he is opening
a barbering establishment catering for monks. He once
explained to me at great length his invention for this
purpose. All that is needed is a pudding basin with no
bottom and the usual " modus operandi " for the " Basin
Cut " or, as it is sometimes known, the " Give me a trim
mate, I'm broke cut," is reversed, giving a result that can
only bring a flush of honest pride to any conscientious
abbott with the welfare of his men at heart.
The trail that "Haircut" has blazed is shortly to be
followed by the " Rogue of the Rhondda," alias Pte. Shaw
the Stew. Other news of the departed brethren includes
the employment of " Bill " Avis in the engineering game,
thus fulfilling the prediction of those who said that he
would end up on the bellows !
Pte. " Reg." Harris has left his " heavenly twin," Ted,
and hit out for the glamorous Orient and was last seen
supervising the loading of his camel and pyramid Mk.
IV at Southampton.
Now for news which will strike a chill jn the hearts
of all men and cause faces to be pulled at my presence,
expressions usually indicative of a bad smell, for I have
been transferred to the S.R. of the " Bloodnuttcry," or
R.C.M.P. (not the Royal Canadian Mounted Police).
Ostracise me not, brothers, for am 1 not as one of you ?
Have ! not wielded the whitewash for failing to turn the
collar of my greatcoat (dismounted) down ?
Time has come for me once again, behelmetted and
caped. to stagger round the welltrodden beat in the
interests of public tranquillity and the preservation of
property. So until next month, chums, this is " Lofty "
bidding you a Copper's farewell. (It's the same as a
soldier's only you put it in your note book.)
Thought for the month : It's a small room that needs
most whitewash.
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BRANCHES:
DETAIL OF MEETINGS
SECRETARY
BRANCH
Last Saturday each month at Drill Hall,
Mr. S. G. Lewis,
Bromley
East Street, Bromley.
89, College Road, Bromley.
First Monday each month, 7.30 p.m., at Drill
Mr. C. J. Williams .. Mr. J. E. Wright,
Chatham
Hall. Boundary Road, Chatham.
"Royson" 43, Blalcer Avenue, Rochester.
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Second Friday of each month, at The
Mr. S. Knight,
C a t f o r d & D i s t r i c t . . Mr. S. J. Terry
"Prince of Wales," Perry Rise, Forest
j
215, Ridge Road, Sutton, Surrey.
Hill, S.E. 23.
'Mr. J. W. Reed,
At " Brown Bear," High Street, Deptford,
D e p t f o r d & D i s t r i c t Mr. A. H. Fifield
55, Barthon Street, Deptford, S.E.8.
S.E.8. Last Saturday, each month.
Mr.
W.
T.
Nichols,
Every six weeks at Terminus Hotel, Stuart
Mr.
A.
Wood
Gravesend
61, Kings Drive, Gravesend.
Rd., Gravesend. Next meeting 2nd June.
Maj. R. H. Thatcher Mr. E. Godfrey, 3, Curator Hill, St. Peter First Monday of each month.
Guernsey
Port.
Mr. H. A. Elson
Last Friday each month, at " The Cran
Mr. W. A. Cole.
London
23, Hertford Street, London, W.l
bourn," 1, Upper St. Martin's Lane,
Leicester Square, W.C.2.
Mr. H. Carman
Third Friday each month, at 7.45 p.m., Ser
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) A. Waterman,
Maidstone'
jeants' Mess, Depot, R.W.K., Maidstone.
The Barracks, Maidstone.
Mr. C. Culver,
Sevenoaks
2, Vine Court Rd., Sevenoaks, Kent.
LtCol. I. R. Lovell, Mr. E. W. N. Elvy,
Fourth Friday of each month, 7.30 p.m.,
Shorncliffe
" FleurdeLys," High Street. Sandgate.
235. Cheriton High Street, Cheriton.
Third Friday of each month, T.A. Centre,
Major N. S. C.
Mr. T. Latter Stanley,
Tonbridge &
27, Shakespeare Road, Tonbridge.
Elmslie.
Avcbury Avenue, Tonbridge.
Tunbridge Wells
Lt.Col. G. K.
Mr. C. Sayers.
6th Battalion
Reunions twice yearly at White Hart Hotel,
Defrates, D.S.O., M.C.
59, Grasmere Gardens, Orpington.
Bromley.
Mr. E. Goodman
Mr. E. Hills,
7th Battalion
Alternately London and Gravesend annually.
63, Princes Road, Gravesend.
1st Saturday in April.
Mr. A. E. Scrase,
8th Battalion
23, Morton Gardens, Wallington, Surrey.
Mr. Stanford,
10th Battalion
10, Bramble Close, Maidstone.
Capt. A. V. D.
Mr. L. W. Dawson,
11th Battalion
Annual Dinner, as notified in Q.O.G.
Morley, M.C,
6, Bramley Way, West Wickham.
Mr. J. Mingay
Mr. F. W Sales,
20th (London)
Meeting first
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16, Kidbrooke Grove, Blackheath, S.E.3.
Hedge House, Blackheath.
CHAIRMAN
Mr. J. Curry

Additional Member:
Mr. M. R. Audsley, M.S.M, 54, Spur Road, Orpington, Kent.

Membership is open to all who are serving or who have served in The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. Subscriptions are:
Life Membership: Officers, £2/10/0; Other Ranks, 10/; or an Annual Subscription of: Officers, 5/, Other Ranks, 1 /  .
The object of this Association is to foster esprit de corps, to help members keep in touch with one another, and to assist those in
distress. The Association is affiliated to the British Legion.
Past and Present Association Badges are available a t a cost of 2/ to Life Members.
All communications should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Past and Present Association, The Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, The Barracks, Maidstone, Kent.
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PREFACE T O HISTORY
The Rootes Group Organisation today encircles the world.

Its

products are famous in 119 countries and its plants occupy 5

NUMBER
HILLMAN

million square feet in Britain alone. This vast worldwide organ
isation came into being only 53 years ago in Hawkhurst.

The

SUNBEANTALBOT

mainspring of this swift progress has been a standard of quality

CONNER

and service never surpassed — a standard held in high ideal in

KARRIER

every branch of the Rootes Organisation throughout the world,
and not least at ROOTES MAIDSTONE, the modern successor

VULCAN
TILLINGSTEVENS

to the original premises.
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