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January, 1928.

Personalia.

10 all our Readers we offer our best wishes
for the New Year. {Editor).

MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell has
been elected Old Cliftonian President for the
ensuing year.
There are a great number of old Cliftonians
in the Army including Field Marshals Earl
Haig and Sir William Birdwood and General
Sir David Campbell, G.O.C.inC., Aldershot.
A good many have served in the Regi
ment, among others Capt. N. H. Vertue, who
died a soldier's death at Spion Kop and the
late Major C. C. Cobbe.
We are very sorry indeed to hear that
Colonel Kennedy has had another piece of
bad luck. It will be remembered that a few
months ago he had a bad attack of rheumatic
fever. We now learn that when he was
travelling down to meet Mrs. Kennedy, the
train ran past the platform of a certain station
before it pulled up. It was dark at the time,
Colonel Kennedy stepped out of the train
thinking it was alongside the platform, with
the result he fell five feet on to the line and
broke three bones across the instep.
We are glad to think that Mrs. Kennedy,
who is, we are delighted to hear, very well,
will be able to look after her husband during
his recovery from this nasty accident.
We regret to hear that Colonel R. E. Power
is laid up with neuritis. We wish him
a speedy recovery.
Lieut.Colonel H. F. Sparrow and Major
G. D. Hickman purpose visiting Cannes this
month.

Price Sixpence

We hear that Colonel Lucas is having
a most enjoyable time at Cannes. He is
spending his time golfing and yachting and in
the intervals taking French lesson. It is good
to hear that Mrs. Lucas is quite fit again.
We congratulate Lt.Colonel L. W. Lucas
on his success as a helmsman and in winning
a race recently for General Sir Arthur Paget
with one of his vachts—the " Minima."
Lieut.Colonels Lucas and Friend and
Lieut. Penlington have been elected members
of The Band of Brothers.
Lt.Colonel E. B. Burns has completely
recovered from the effects of his recent
accident in the hunting field.
We hear that Lieut.Colonel J. Body and
Captain A. E. L; Hardcastle are holding a
meeting this month in the hopes of obtaining
sufficient support to justify the Executive
Committee approving of a Branch of The Past
and Present Association being established in
the Weald.
Rumour has it that Captain Barton may
shortly put forward similar proposals for
Chatham.
We wish them every success.
Major George Chapman writes from
Archers Company, Pinehurst, N. Carolina,
under date 5th December :—
" Would you kindly have the following
my message of Christmas wishes, inserted
in the next issue of The Dragon: ' All
the best wishes to Past and Present Buffs
for Christmas and the coming year from
a Past Buff temporarily employed in North
Carolina. U.S.A.' "
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We publish a list of Buffs who are serving
in the Kent County Constabulary which, we
are sure, will be of interest to our readers.
This list has very kindly been sent us by
General Sir Arthur LyndenBell.
It will be noticed that Mr. Ambrose, who
was a signaller with the 1st Battalion during
the Chitral Expedition, occupies a very
distinguished position in the Kent County
Constabulary, namely that of Chief Super
intendent at Maidstone.
Among other Buffs who are Pensioners from
the Kent Constabulary is Mr. Saunders
(" Cabby") who was such a prominent
member of the 1st Battalion Rugby team
which won the Calcutta Cup in 1892 and
1894.
Talking of the 1st Battalion Rugby Team
we hear that Mr. Bailey, one of the finest
stand off halfbacks and placekicks of his
day, is living near Dover, but was,
unfortunately, prevented from attending the
Past and Present meeting at Dover the other
night. We shall hope to see him on a future
occasion. Perhaps he or some other Buff
will give us news of the whereabouts of Mr.
Jubb, concerning whom we have had a number
of enquiries lately. Jubb was a magnificent
threequarter back, of whom a famous inter
national Rugby player said: "If you try
to collar Jubb you won't forget it."
We are glad to hear that the Secretary of
the Past and Present Association has received
a number of subscriptions towards the Plum
Pudding Fund and that additional sub
scriptions continue to be received.
It is hoped to publish a complete list in
next month's Dragon.
We are indebted to Mr. FosterHall for
compiling the Index which accompanies this
number.
An interesting letter has been received
from Lieut. Rowe who writes from Meru,
Kenya Colony, on the 3rd November, 1927.
Among other items of news he says that Capt.
Haymen has sailed for England on leave, and
tells us the stations of various  Buffs:
" Mallam is still at Wajeir, Mitchell at a place
called Bourra on the Tana River and Crozier
at Noyale on the Abyssinian frontier. Latest
letters say they are all fit and well. Sankey
is here in my Company."

The 3rd (Kenya) Battalion of the King's
African Rifles (the number is a curious
coincidence) seems to be a small outpost of
the Regiment. Until recently there were
eight Buffs in the Battalion. By the retire
ment of Lieuts. Barry and Chester this number
is now reduced to six. The latter are Capt.
Haymen and Lieuts. Rowe, Mitchell, Sankey,
Crozier (Adjt.), and Mallam.
We wish Lieut. FearnsideSpeed the best
of luck in West Africa. He recently sailed
to join the Northern Nigerian Regiment in
which the Regiment is already represented
by, among others, Captain Rice and Lieut.
Lister. We are looking forward to seeing the
two latter back home next year.
Lieut. K. M. C. Mallam writes from Kenya
Colony asking us to reproduce the regimental
page from the monthly Army List, as in
distant climes it is not always easy to obtain
a copy of the official publication.
We are very pleased to comply and hope
to be able in future to reproduce the page
quarterly.
We would take this opportunity of
reminding our readers that suggestions are
always welcome.
We regret to have to announce the death
of Pensioner Keaton who died on December
2nd at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, at the age
of 76. The funeral took place on Tuesday,
December 6th.

Births and Marriages.
BIRTHS.

Miller.—6281815 L/Cpl. N. Miller, "H.Q."
a son, Neville Roy, born at Aldershot,
19/6/27.
Pack.—6280086 Cpl. W. Pack, "A," a
daughter, Nancy Lilian, born at Aldershot,
21/11/27.
Spokes.—6281943 Pte. H. Spokes, a daughter,
Eileen Joyce, born at Brighton, 4/11/27.
Tom I in.—6278679 L/Sgt. H. Tomlin, "D,"
a son, Keith Harold William, born at
Aldershot, 16/5/27.
MARRIAGES.

Bentley—Payne.—6004425 L/Cpl. J. Bentley,
" H.Q.," to Ivy Rose Payne, 23/10./27.
Matthews—Bradford.—6282101
Pte.
J.
Matthews, " H.Q.," to Clersie Florence
Bradford, 13/10/27.
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the Buffs.

No. 22.
LAUFFELD (VAL) 2ND JULY, 1747.

HROUGHOUT the time spent in suppressing
the J acobite rebellion, the war in
TFlanders
was still continuing, and in March,

1747, the Buffs were again sent abroad. The
Duke of Cumberland once more assumed
command of the army. Since Fontenoy
Marshal Saxe, the French CommanderinChief,
had been steadily reducing all the fortresses
south of the Dutch frontier, and now it
appeared likely that he would cross the frontier
itself. Cumberland afraid that the Dutch
would want to make peace decided to attempt
the recapture of Antwerp. Finding this
impossible owing to floods and bad weather,
he took up such a position as would enable
him to counter any move by Marshal Saxe,
though with the special intention of protecting
Maestricht.
Marshal Saxe realized that Cumberland's
intention was to induce him to make the first
move and in consequence was unwilling to
do so. The King of France, however, was
becoming impatient and outside influences
induced him to strike a blow. He was
determined to puzzle the Allies and hide his
intention to attack Maestricht and so sent out
several detachments in varying directions.
Cumberland also moved from his position and
made his movements correspond to those of
Saxe.
The land to the west of Maestricht is an
undulating plateau, with hollows and heights,

the difference in level being nowhere more
than 25 feet. One such height existed near
the village of Herderen and Cumberland
believed that he would be able to occupy it
first, having already sent the Austrians
forward to just northwest of it. The French
main army, however, carried out a march
of 40 miles in 48 hours, and Saxe, arriving in
the neighbourhood at 8 a.m. on the 30th June,
went forward at once to reconnoitre. Seeing
the Austrians alone he determined to attack
them on the 1st July, but when next morning
he reached the heights of Herderen, he saw
the British Cavalry under General Ligonier
advancing over, the opposing slopes and soon
became aware of the approach of the whole
allied army, some 100,000 men. He therefore
decided to hold his position, recalled such
infantry as were moving forward to the iattack
and concentrated his artillery.
Cumberland had also been reconnoitring
since daylight and had seen that he had been
forestalled. It now remained for him to take
up the best position available. Such a
position was to be found in the villages and
hamlets and along the slopes that run
on a broken and irregular front from the
Commanderie to Lauffeld. Behind a screen
of cavalry he placed the Austrians on the right
flank covered by water and . swampy ground.
Then came the Dutch, Hessians, British and
Hannoverians extending the line to the left
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through the villages of Rosmeer, Vlytingen
or Val, and Lauffeld, while the left flank was
protected by a Corps of Irregulars under
General Tripps. Throughout that day and
night the French army was being disposed in
battle order. The detachments had been
recalled and the French army numbered some
120,000 to the Allies 115,000.
Saxe determined to attack next day, the
2nd July, and planned to break the allied line
in two parts. His plan was to burst through
at Vlytingen. Lauffeld also was to be strongly
attacked ahd the allied flanks were to be kept
busy. The main strength was to be against
Vlytingen and Lauffeld. At daybreak next
day Cumberland made a final survey of his
line and for some reason not now known with
drew his troops from Vlytingen and set fire
to the village, so making a reentrant between
the Comnianderie and Lauffeld and leaving
the latter rather exposed to the wet.
About 10 a.m. the French columns moved
forward against Lauffeld. The head was
swept by fire from some cannon in the hamlet;
the rest was broken by the musketry fire
which followed. The column was reinforced ;
three times was the attack renewed; three
times Cumberland brought up reinforcements,
which included the Buffs, and the attack was
repulsed. Seeing the danger Cumberland sent
to the Austrians for reinforcements; nine
battalions arrived in time, but we shall see
the fate of a further five battalions later on.
The second column had also advanced at
the same time and finding
its objective,
Vlytingen, undefended had opened fire with
its cannon against the flank of Lauffeld, the
defenders of which found themselves fired at
from front and flank. Nevertheless the tide
of success swayed to and fro. Before midday
the French attack seemed to be weakening,
and Cumberland gave the order for a general
advance at the very moment when Saxe was
in the act of leading his final assault, in which,
according to some English accounts, the
infantry had to be driven forward by the
French cavalry with their swords. As these
two huge bodies came into contact, Saxe saw
that the allied counterattack was bound to
fail. Galloping to his left, he at once ordered
his cavalry to charge the Dutch in front.
Sweeping forward they pierced the lines of
infantry and fell on the Dutch cavalry in rear.
These did not wait but galloped from the field
and in doing so struck into the five Austrian
battalions on their way to reinforce the centre.
The confusion was complete. The Duke
of Cumberland in trying to restore order was
himself nearly captured. The Allies were
broken in two and Cumberland gave the order
for retreat. On the left the irregulars also

had been forced back and Ligonier's cavalry
assumed the duty of protecting this flank.
Here again Saxe ordered his cavalry to charge,
but Ligonier seeing in a flash what was coming
realized that at all costs he must protect the
infantry. Leading his brigade at once against
the enemy he broke through the mass of their
cavalry as they were waiting to charge.
Penetrating beyond they came under a galling
fire and Ligonier was captured. But he had
achieved his object and the infantry were
able to withdraw from Lauffeld.
The battle had lasted five hours. The
French had lost over 9,000 officers and men,
while the allied losses amounted to some 6,000,
of whom a third were British. The Buffs
lost 2 officers, 3 drummers and 45 rank and
file killed and 4 officers and 92 others
wounded. 19 men were missing. To shew
the fierceness of the fighting
it may be
mentioned that some English regiments fired
50,000 rounds of ammunition. As each man
used to go into action with 24 rounds only,
this indicates an additional expenditure of
some 70 to 80 rounds per man, and in those
days it was not possible to fire 15 rounds in
a minute or anything like that number. One
round a minute was nearer the mark !
The retreat was continued in perfect order
across the Meuse over two bridges which were
constructed that night below Maestricht, which
town they had succeeded in protecting. When
Saxe heard next morning that the enemy had
crossed, he realized, and wrote in a letter to
the King of Prussia, that his victory had been
useless. He had hoped that Cumberland
would move down the river and so leave
Maestricht open to him.
In his despatch Cumberland refused to
single out any particular squadron or
battalion, because, as he said, " there is not
a squadron or battalion of His Majesty's Royal
or Electoral {i.e., Hanoverian) troops which
had not charged and beat the enemy two or
three times." Soon afterwards peace was
signed and in November the regiment returned
to England and was stationed in various places
in Kent. On 21st August, 1749, Lieut.
General Thomas Howard relinquished the
Colonelcy of the regiment in favour of his son,
MajorGeneral George Howard, who had
commanded the regiment at the battles of
Fontenoy, Falkirk, Culloden and Lauffeld (or
Val).
In 1751 a royal warrant authorised the
Third or Buffs Regiment to wear in the centre
of its colours ' The Dragon being the ancient
badge ' and in the three corners of the Second
Colour the rose and crown.

E.F.H.
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No. XXXV.

THE EAST YORKSHIRE REGIMENT.

BATTLE HONOURS.
Borne on the Regimental Colour :—" Blenheim."
" Ramillies,"
" Oudenardc,"
" Malplaquet,"
*' Louisburg,"
" Quebec, 1759,"
" Martinique,
1762," " Havanah," " St. Lucia, 1778," " Mart
inique,
17941809,"
" Guadaloupe,
1810,"
"Afghanistan, 187980," "South Africa, 1900
1902."
Borne on the King's Colour:—" Aisne, 1914, '18,"
" Armentieres, 1914," " Ypres, 1915, '17, '18,"
"Loos," " Somme, 191618," "Arras, 191718,"
" Cambrai, 191718," " Selle," " Doirau, 1917,"
" Gallipoli, 1915."
*

*

*

*

The East Yorkshire Regiment, formerly the 15th
(Yorkshire East Riding) Regiment of Foot, was raised
in 1685 by .Sir William Clifton, Bart., of Clifton, Notts.,
the original personnel of the regiment being recruited
from Nottinghamshire and other Midland counties.
The regiment's first service was in Scotland against the
Jacobite clansmen.
Later the 15th joined Marl
borough's army on the continent. Like The Buffs,
they bear on their Colours the names of his four
principal victories—" Blenheim," (where the Fast
Yorkshires were in the forefront of the attack and lost
eighteen officers killed or wounded), " Ramillies,"
" Oudenarde " and " Malplaquet." But these were
by no means their only ' fielddays
' under Marl
borough's command, since they fought in many other
actions for which no Rattle" Honour has yet been
granted—the hardfought Battle of Scliellenberg, and
the sieges of Mons, Lisle, Douai, Tournay and Bouchain
amongst others.
In 1740 the regiment took part in the attack oil
Carthagena. During the early stages of the Seven
Years War the 15th were employed in some of the
abortive raids on the French coast, before being sent
to America, where they helped to capture the great
French stronghold of Louisburg, "the Gibraltar" of
North America. Witli Wolfe they scaled the Heights
of Abraham under cover of darkness on the night of
September 12th, 1759, and fought with distinction in
the battle fought next day in front of Quebec, when
General Wolfe was slain in the hour of victory. His
death is still commemorated in The East Yorkshire
Regiment by the black line or " worm " in the officers'
gold lace, aud by the magnificent silver centrepiece
showing the dying general being told the result of the
battle, which forms part of the mess plate of the 2nd
Battalion. A replica of this centrepiece was given
to H.R.H. The Duke of York, ColonelinChief of The
East Yorkshire Regiment, as the regiment's wedding
present. The East Yorkshires also formed part of the
British force which captured Montreal from the French.
This force was commanded by General Hon. James
Murray, who had, in days gone by, commanded the
Grenadier Company of the 15th Foot.

The 15tli continued to serve on the Western side of
the Atlantic for many years, seeing much service in the
West Indies and in the American War of Independence.
It was during the latter campaign that they won their
nickname of " The Snappers," when those men of the
15th, whose ammunition had become exhausted,
continued to snap their firelocks at the enemy, who was
deceived by the strategem and retired without coming
to close quarters. Other nicknames of the regiment
are " The Poona Guards" bestowed on the 2nd
Battalion for having served at Poona from 1875 to
1876 and again from 1880 to 1888. According to
MajorGeneral Sir Gerald Boyd the East York Militia
were formerly known as " The Beverley Buffs," from
the colour of the facings and the site of their head
quarters, and in East Riding villages at the present
time one still hears it stated occasionally that a local
lad who has enlisted in The East Yorkshire Regiment
has " joined up in t' Beverla' Buffs."
It was in 1782 that the 15th received their county
title of " Yorkshire East Riding," also their orders for
home after many years of exile, part of the regiment
being embarked on a captured French ship, the " Ville
de Paris." Unhappily this vessel, loaded with gallant
soldiers, some of them warworn veterans who had
gone out to join Wolfe's army nearly a quarter of a
century before, was caught in a hurricane off the Banks
of Newfoundland, and sank with all hands.
During the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic
Wars the 1st Battalion 15th Foot was employed on
many expeditions against the " sugar islands " of the
West Indies. Early in June, 1S05, Nelson's fleet (on
its last cruise in search of the French fleet)
put into
Barbadoes, and, being short of Marines, embarked the
1 /15tli to serve in that capacity. A further supply of
proper " Sea Soldiers" becoming available the 15th
returned to dry land before the fleet left the West
Indies, and thus they lost the chance of being the only
line regiment to claim the Battle Honour " Trafalgar."
A 2nd Battalion was raised at Scarborough in 1804
and served at home as a draft finding
unit until its
disbandment in 1815.
The 15th returned to Canada in 1827 and remained
there until 1840. During this tour of service they
helped to suppress the political riots at Quebec and
Montreal. 1832, and the rebellion in Lower Canada,
1839. At Montreal they lost heavily during a
visitation of Asiatic Cholera. In 1847 the regiment
helped to put down the Kandyan insurrection in
Ceylon. The present 2nd Battalion was raised in
Yorkshire in 1858. The 1st Battalion was sent to
Canada again in 1861, when war between Great Britain
and the United States seemed imminent. The 2nd
Battalion fought in the Afghan War of 187980.
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Round and About.
THE
Pity the sad lot of the paragraphist
NEW YEAR, compelled to say something about the

New Year that will not be said in so
many words by everybody else similarly afflicted. Of
all the old " saws " which come most readily to the
pen I think " Hope Springs eternal
" romps home
an easy first.
There is something infinitely pathetic
in the way in which we devoutly feel that Fortune,
Fate or Destiny will do a bit more for us in the
artificially marked off period of time that lies ahead
after January' 1st. There must be some Aesoplike
fable that touches this point, but it eludes me.
Perhaps it is just as well.
*

*

*

*

WINTER.

We may not have had much of
a summer, but winter is behaving in
a thoroughly Dickensy way. I write before Christmas
and the sink won't function nor will the bath water
run away. Add to this skating and the occasional
spectacle of a portly old gentleman sitting down on an
icy pavement and at once you have the atmosphere
that Christmas numbers of The Graphic and such
papers used to create in the good old days. I notice
that Christmas numbers have grown out of all that
sort of thing in these days. There are very few
pictures of bringing in the Yule Log or the Christmas
party in the moated grange. And Santa Claus seems
left to the Children's Annuals.
*



*

*

Mr. Kipling's articles in The Morning
Post just lately have focussed the
attention of a large public in England on a country
that has usually seemed to my insular mind to be semi
civilised. How grievously ignorant one is until the
magic pen of genius lifts the veil and shows us
tremendously individual and goahead country where
marvels exist not only of nature, but of civilisation and
all the alleged good that it confers upon mankind.

BRAZIL.

Records of Other Regiments—continued.
In 1881 the present title of The East Yorkshire
Regiment was adopted. Prior to this date, the regi
mental badge had been an eight pointed star with the
number " 15 " in the centre, encircled by a wreath of
bays. After 1881 the number was replaced by a White
Rose, a device which had been granted to the East
York Militia seventy years before. The facings of the
two regular battalions (yellow) and of the Militia
battalion (buff) were changed to white in 1881.
The 1st East Yorkshires landed in France in
September, 1914, as part of the 6th Division, the same
division as the 1st Buffs. The 2nd East Yorkshires
and the 2nd Buffs embarked together on the Cunard
Liner " Ultonia " at Bombay on November 16th, 1914,
landed at Plymouth on 23rd December, and spent an
exceedingly wet and uncomfortable Christmas at
Winchester before leaving for France with the 28th
Division early in the New Year (1915). This battalion
afterwards served in Egypt and Salonica, and since
the Great War ended they have seen further active
service during the native rising in Iraq (Mesopotamia)
in 1920. The East Yorkshire Regiment mustered
twentyone battalions during the Great War, in the
course of which four Victoria Crosses and fiftysix
new
Battle Honours were earned. No regiment has seen
more service in the West Indies and it was therefore
very appropriate that one of its Territorial battalions
—the 2/4th East Yorkshire Regiment—should be
selected as the British infantry unit for garrison duty
in Bermuda during the Great War.

R. MAURICE HIU.

The announcement of the Kipling articles aroused
in me a hope that the journey the author took would
lead him to make that close acquaintance of the
Amazon and its fauna which years ago in " Rolling
down to. Rio " he promised. But he had to see so
much that we must continue to hope for an account
of the fulfilment of the desire.
*

*

*

*

" CAPTAIN Talking of foreign parts reminds me that
MARGARET." I have just read for the first time a

Masefield novel which had escaped me.
" Captain Margaret " the book is called and I hasten
to assure possible readers of it that the title is the
surname of a man. It is a vividly told story of the
days of James II. Adventure on the sea and in the
Spanish Main abounds in it and it is just the book for
a winter's evening when there is no likelihood of any
interruption.
Incidentally there are other books by Mase
field winch may, perhaps, have escaped even voracious
readers. " Sard Harker" and " Odtaa" I suppose
everyone has read. But I occasionally meet people
who have not read " Gallipoli " and " The Old Front
Line." Both these books are descriptive works of
battles and battlefields, written during the war. I once
read " Gallipoli" straight through at a sitting and lost
a good night's rest in the reading. But it was more
than worth it.
*

*

*

*

" OUR MR. The author of that enthralling trilogy
DORMER." of war books " The Spanish Farm"

has written another book, published by
Chatto and Windus, which I recommend. It is all
about a bank in the Eastern counties and it takes one
right through the Victorian era down to the present.
I must confess that I had not thought that a bank in
a provincial town would be good material for a long
novel, but Mr. R. H. Mottram proved the opposite.
The atmosphere of the book is strongly suggestive of
Canterbury and were it not for the fact that it is
common knowledge that Mr. Mottram had been
engaged for most of his life in banking in Norwich one
would suspect that he had known Canterbury well.
But all Cathedral cities of England have much the
same atmosphere. They are invariably situated in
lowlying ground and their histories are practically
interchangeable.
*

" CIVVIES."

*

*

*

Another page in the history of the life
of the soldier has been written by the
Army Council in their recent instruction regarding the
wearing of plain clothes by other ranks.^ I wonder
whether it will really be popular. There is no doubt
that military and naval uniform adds considerably
to the colour and brightness of life and civilian clothes
(I am writing of men, of course) are not very thrilling
in these days. At the same time I consider that the
inference drawn by a writer in a London Evening Paper
that the Army Council's decision seems to imply that
the wearing of the King'suniform is in the nature of
a penalty is carping at a wellmeant concession.
It seems a pity that scarlet as walkingout dress
cannot be restored because of the expense entailed.
We could do with a sight of it again and there is little
doubt that recruiting would benefit greatly by it.
*
*
*
*
HEADDRESS. While on the subject of uniform
I wonder what has happened to the
vaguely suggested proposals of some years back
regarding a reversion to the headdress of the pre
Teutonic period. The shako was a splendid affair, as
old pictures and museums attest, while the reformed
pickelhaube was always merely' pathetic. Even the
steel helmet of war would make an excellent fulldress
" hat," provided, of course, that it is built of something
lighter—leather for instance.
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Past and Present Association, The Buffs.

INUTES of the 73rd meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at The
Depot on Sunday, 4th December, at 5 p.m.

Present:—
Lieut.Col. R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O. (in the Chair).
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E., (Secretary).
Majors G. Hickman and J. V. R. Jackson.
Captains G. R. Howe and C. J. Wood, M.C.
MINUTES of the last meeting were read, approved
and signed by the Chairman.

Regimental Committee.
DRAGON CLUB DINNER.—It was decided that this

should be held next year on Wednesday, 20th June.
The Management of The Metropole Hotel having
decided to reopen the Whitehall Rooms for Regi
mental Dinners, and having asked permission to tender
for the dinner; it was decided that there was no
objection to this and that the Secretary should notify
the Management accordingly.
ALLIED REGIMENT.—(1) A suggestion having been
received that the name of the Queen's Own Rifles of
Canada should be inserted on the cover of The Dragon,
the Editor was requested to obtain the views of Mr.
Graily Hewitt, who designed the present cover, regarding
this proposal.
(2) It was decided that there is no objection to
retired officers advertising their businesses in the
Regimental Paper, should they so desire.

Past and Present Association.

FINANCE.

(a) Oh
the
recommendation
of
the
Scottish
Representative of the British Legion, a pension
of £2 a quarter, subject to review, was approved
in the case of
provided that the British
Legion could guarantee a like sum either from its
own funds or from one of the many other
organisations for assisting exservice men.
(b) A pension of £2 a quarter, subject to review, was
approved in the case of
.
(c) It was decided that further particulars should be
obtained regarding the financial
position of the
children of the late
.
(d) With reference to the appeal received on behalf
of
; (a) To help to pay expenses incurred
(£14) in connection with her husband's funeral;
and (6) the granting of a pension from the
Benevolent Fund.
It was decided that no assistance should be given
regarding the funeral expenses, as in the opinion of
the Committee the expenditure of £14 under the
circumstances was not justified and further it was
thought that Undertakers should not give credit for
such amounts to those whom they must well know
are not in a position to meet the debt. Regarding
a pension, the Secretary was instructed to verify the
statement received, that Mrs
would not be
entitled to the old age pension in January next.
AREA REPRESENTATIVE.—Captain C. F. Witts was
unanimously
elected
Area
Representative
for
Ramsgate.
The following fixtures
were approved for 1928 :—
June 20. The Dragon Club Dinner.
Aug. 18. Past
and
Present
Cricket
Match
at
Canterbury.
19. Annual General Meeting, Past and Present
Association, at The Depot at 10.15 a.m.
19. Memorial Service, Canterbury Cathedral.
Parade 11.45 a.m. (subject to the Dean's
approval).
Get. 20. Past and Present Association Annual Dinner
in London.

DISBURSEMENTS.
During the period 18/11/27 to 18/12/27 the following
disbursements have been made :—
1927.
£ s. d.
Nov. 21. Grant
2 0 0
22. Grant
2 10 0
22. Grant
3 0 0
Grant
1 0 0
Grant
1 0 0
10 0 0
26. Loan
Dec. 1. Grant
1 0 0
2. Grant
1 0 0
3. Grant
1 0 0
5. Grant
1 10 0
Grant
1 10 0
6. Grant
0 10 0
Grant
2 0 0
7. Grant
0 10 0
8. Grant
2 10 0
9. Grant
2 0 0
1 10 0
13. Loan
Grant
1 10 0
Grant
1 0 0
14. Grant
3 0 0
1 0 0
Grant
16. Grant
1 10 0
Grant
0 10 0
0 5 0
Grant
2 0 0
Grant
1 0 0
Grant

DONATIONS.
During the period 18/11/27 to 18/12/27 the following
donations have been received :—
£ s. d.
Miss Bromhead
0 10 0
Major Langdale Kelham
0 20
Mrs. Webster
10 0
Major P. Jude
05 0
A. W. Bailer, Esq
0 2 6
Colonel H. F. Sparrow
1 0 0'

NEW MEMBERS.
During the period 18/11/27 to 18/12/27 the following
new members have been enrolled:—
G. Austin, W. H. Skipp, F. W. Lovell, L W. Barber, R. L Hierns,
G. Harrington, S. Hukins, T. G. Long, F. H. Kennings, G. Browne,
C. Crook, G. F. Haynes, E. P. Burrell, W. J. Myers, E. W. Tucker,
A. E. Beeching, E. E. Harris, L Barnett, N. Rankin (Assoc. Member),
A. G. Porter, A. Marshall, G. R. Attwood, W. F. Austin, F. W. Ailing
ham, J. E. Batt, R. Bedford, E Bowles, J. W. Buckley, H. Blackwell,
A. C. Banks, R. N. Bean, C. Collins, R. B. Carter, P.S. Cox, J. A. Cook,
W. Beecroft, E F. Chapman, W. R. Chappell, R. G. Constable, E. J.
Constable, W. C. Clark, G. Cheney, K. C. H. Cornwell, F. W. Datlen,
A. H. Dillon, W. Doe, E. E. Elliott, F. Evans, II. H. Eastman, A.
Everitt, F. Folwell, A. J. Fagg, W. A. Frost, G. Graham, E. A. Gasking,
F. Godden, A. E. Gilligan, A. Hatcher, G. S. Hogben, E. E. Harris,
V. J. Hallum, A. R. Howell, T. Holloway, A. Howell, F. Holland,
P. Idenden, J. T. Joyner, R. E. Knocker, E. E. Knight, E. King,
E. G. Landell, W. G. Mace, F. Macro, W. Maskell, W. A. Marsh, W. A.
Mount, C. Minter, C. H. Moss, A. Nesbitt, W. G. Oliver, F. Pascall,
W. Pascall, G. Pascall, C. Ralph, P. C. Rich, E J. Rich, H. L. Smith,
T. Spicer, J. J. Smith, A. J. Steel, E Stupple, A. Steel, E. W. Sole,
H. Tripp, R. E. Tripp, R. H. Upton, J. Webber, A. Wilson, B. White,
G. Whiteman, Ben White, A. A. Wright, J. R. Willson, T. Wakefield,
D. F. Bacon, W. S. Cole.

Ashford Branch.
The Branch Meeting was held at the " Invicta Hotel" ion December
10th and was opened with two minutes' silence.
The Minutes of the previous meeting were passed as read.
The Election of Officers took place and the following were elected :
Chairman :—Mr. H. Ades.
ViceChairman : Mr. I. King.
Secretary : Mr. J. W. Lancefield.
Assistant Secretary : Mr. F. Cowell.
Committee: Messrs. O. Hopkins, Blackford, C. Waghorne, Morley,
Carley, Wilkinson, Boulding.
A uditors : Messrs. Morley and C. Marsh.
Delegate : Mr. J. W. Lancefield.
A hearty vote of thanks was recorded to the retiring Officers.
It was proposed that Wreaths be purchased locally for emergency
cases and that the Dragon be framed from Branch Fund.
We had a very enjoyable evening, Mr. L. Keene and several
members rendered harmony.
A collection was made for the Plum Pudding Fund which amounted
to 10/.

8
London Branch.
The monthly meeting of the above Branch was held at the Windsor
Castle Hotel, on December 17th, with Capt. J. E. Enright in the Chair.
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
UNEMPLOYMENT.—The Chairman drew the attention of the mem
bers to the excellent work done by Mr. Hart in placing a number of
members into work during the past month. A hearty vote of thanks
and appreciation was accorded Mr. Hart. The Chairman announced
that the Branch Committee had decided to send to a few members in
distress a few shillings for Christmas out of the Branch funds, which,
with the pudding such members will receive from Headquarters,
will tend to make Christmas a little happier and remind them they are
not forgotten. The Committee had also forwarded to Colonel Findlav
the sum of £2 towards the general " pudding'" fund. These announce
ments were received with great applause.
HOSPITAL.—Several members being in hospital, the Cliairmau
stated he had made arrangements for these men to be visited pending
the meeting. He asked for volunteers to undertake the task until
the next meeting which were readily forthcoming. Mr. Wilkins is in
St. Pancras Hospital, Mr. Gadd in the Brompton Hospital, Mr.
Clarabutt in the Epyleptic Hospital, Maida Vale and Mr. Thompson
is in a Sanatoria at Ashford, Kent. All are remembered and it was
proposed and carried that these men be posted The Dragvn each month
whilst in Hospital out of our funds.
MAJOR JAMES.—It was with great regret the Chairman reported
that our great friend, Major James, was on the sick list and the Branch
carried unanimously.a vote of sympathy and hopes for a very speedy
recovery. We want him with us.
RESERVISTS FROM CHINA.—A hearty welcome was accorded a
number of our members who had just returned from China. Mr.
Kempton gave an interesting account of how the time was spent and
mentioned that the Middlesex Regiment was made up mostly of
Reservists, but they did not hang together like the 38 Buffs. Other
units did not seem to appreciate our comradeship and slogan : " Once
a Buff, always a Buff" When on parade they were noted for their
smartness and discipline. On all Big occasions, such as the King's
Birthday or the General's visit, etc., Buffs always found the guard and
fulfilled the posts of honour. On Uie football or hockey field the
regimental team was not complete without three or four Buffs. It
was the same in the Canteen when 38 Buffs would all be listening to
one man {Reggie Brudenel!—who appeared to be in great demand)
reading aloud The Dragon. The C.O. of the Middlesex always had a
good word for them and they have a good word for the Middlesex
for the hospitality shewn to them. They took the smooth with the
rough and got on with their work. They were, perhaps, fortunate in
being drafted to a good regiment.
The Chairman thanked Mr. Kempton for his talk and stated that
no one in the Buffs had any fear the reservists would not uphold the
good name and hoped now they were safely back, tliey would not be
separated again.
ALDERSHOT VISIT.—It was announced that the cost of the trip to
Aldershot on the 29th January will be 4/6 return. It is hoped to have
a good muster.
MR. 1,0VIE.—A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Lovie
and his staff for all they have done to make us happy during the past
twelve months. The new building is really " tophole" and one of
the finest in London.
J.E.
A fine attendance considering so near Christmas. Mr. (Ted) Lamb
was noticed fathering a number of the 7th Battalion. I like to recall
pleasant memories of Ted in South Africa. He filled my water bottle
many a time. I also noted Mr. Gamble—how I admired him keeping
wicket for the " past" ; he has promised to come to Aldershot. Spud
Austin was placed on a 252 for being Absent—his first—I understand.
He gets brought up in front of Donkey next meeting.
Capt. Smith
was present with his welcome smile. Several members have voiced
the idea of a sports section for cricket, football, etc. Why not—
think about it before the cricket starts. DON'T FORGET ALDERSHOT 

ALSO THE LADIES' NIGHT.

U.NO.ME.

Dover Branch.
Friday, November 18th saw the opening of the third Branch of the
Past and Present Association at Dover.
The meeting was attended by about 150 Past and Present Oflicers.
W.O.'s, N.C.O. s and Men.
Colonel Findlay, the Secretary of the Association, took the chair
temporarily and gave an account of the objects of the Association
and the usefulness of Branches in the various towns of the County
expressing the hope that others would soon follow Dover. He then
proposed that Major F. W. Foster be elected chairman of the Dover
Branch, which was carried unanimously.
Major Foster, on taking the chair, thanked General Sir Arthur
LyndenBeU General H. C. de la M. Hill, Colonel Findlay, Major
Jackson and officers of the Depot, for their support at the opening
meeting. He (the Chairman) had felt for a long time the need of a
Dover Branch. His difficulty had been in securing accommodation 
that difficulty had now however, vanished, as Lieut. Sherwood of the
4th BattaUon had very kindly placed the Drill Hall at their disposal,
for which they were very grateful.

The following Committee was then appointed and approved by all
present
ViceChairman : Lieut. J. Sherwood.
Secretary: Mr. Marchant.
A ssistant Secretary : Mr. Kelly.
Treasurer: Mr. Stroud.
Capt. Smith, Capt. Fish, C.S.M. Wisdom, C.O.M.S. Foad, C.S.M.
Instructor Coucliinan, Mr. Deal, Mr. Marsh, Mr. Holloway, Mr. Folwell,
Sgt.Dr. Tripp and Mr. Hogben.
General Sir Arthur LyndenBell said how pleased he was to be
among so many old friends and to realize that Dover had followed the
footsteps of Ashford and London in forming a branch of the Association
as he felt convinced that these branches would not only be the means
of keeping Old Buffs together, but would help to bring the right
men into the Regiment. He said that the Dover Branch was starting
under the most auspicious circumstances as the leading spirit in it
was his old friend, Major Foster " than whom there is no better fellow
and no better Buff." He wished the Dover Branch every possible
success.
It may be mentioned that Sir Arthur met several old Comrades of
Calcutta days who helped to win the famous Calcutta Rugby Cup wlieu
Sir Arthur was Captain of the Regimental Rugby team.
Major J. V. R. Jackson related a few amusing stories of his service
in the Regiment, mentioning the welcome given to the 2nd Battalion
by the Town of Dover on its return from South Africa.
Major R. E. Knocker, who deputised for the Mayor, who was un
avoidably absent, made a most amusing speech in the course of which
he related how his father when in Command of the 1st Volunteer
Battalion was invited to dine with the 2nd Battalion. In his speech
after dinner he mentioned that he had commanded the 1st Volunteer
Battalion for thirty years, when a Subaltern at the other end of the
table feelingly remarked " Good Heavens."
The meeting was in every way highly successful and during
the evening 48 new members joined the Association.
A telegram was received from Major Guy Lee wishing success and
prosperity to the Dover Branch from all ranks of the 2nd Battalion,
which was greatly appreciated.
Most welcome messages of greeting were also received from the
Ashford and London branches. The Ashford branch were good
enough to send representatives to the meeting.
F.W.F.

A very pleasant evening was spent in The Buffs' Drill Hall, by a
large number of members of the Dover branch of the Past and Present
Association, on Saturday, December I Oth, when a smoking concert
and reunion was held. Major R. \V. Foster presided, supported by
Major Jackson commanding Depot the Buffs, Canterbury, Col. Findlay,
Major Hickman, Capt. G. R. Howe and Capt. Wood.
Lt Sherwood spoke concerning the new branch of the association
and suggested the formation of a rifle club. There were, he said, many
past Buffs who could beat them at shooting. In conclusion, he called
upon all the present Buffs to toast " The Past."
Mr. Marchant, an old Buff, returned thanks, and said that there
was no reason why the Association of Past and Present Buffs should not
get on as well as the London branch. There were over 400 Buffs in
Dover and they wanted 400 in their Association (applause).
" The Present" were toasted in real fashion.
Col. Findlay referred to the very great respect with which old officers
of the Buffs were treated by those serving and he felt certain that any
one of the old Brigade walking into the barracks at Canterbury would
get the same cordial welcome as he always did (applause).
Major Jackson (Commanding Depot The Buffs at Canterbury)
said that he was very glad indeed to still be a present Buff. When lie
sat in the citadel 25 years ago lie never thought that he would be a
present Buff now. However, it was the younger Buffs—the blossoms
as he called them—that they had to foster (laughter). In conclusion,
he spoke of the need of more Kentish men being in the Regiment. The
number in the last year had decreased very considerably.
A very enjoyable programme of songs and humorous items was
contributed, the opening piece being a very picturesque tableau of past
and present uniforms from the battle of Albuliera until the present
day. The room was decorated with banners upon which were in
scribed the names of the various actions in which the Buffs had been
engaged. The programme also included songs by Mr. Etheridge,
and community singing, conducted by Sgt.Major Howard. The band
of the 4th Buffs accompanied the singing.
New members continue to join the Association and the Dover
Branch now is nearly 200 strong.

Work for Discharged Soldiers.
During the month of October 123 soldiers completed
their training at the Army Vocational Training Centres
at Hounslow, Aldershot and. Chisledon and were
discharged from the Colours.
Of this number 94 obtained employment in civil life
rior to actual discharge. Fifty per cent, took up
ricklaying,
carpentry,
plumbing,
painting
and
decorating and plastering, while overseas settlement
general farming, gardening and the bootrepairing
trade absorbed most of the remainder.
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THE BUFFS (EAST KENT REGIMENT).
Home Counties Area.
The Dragon. In each of the four corners the united Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown.
" Veteri Frondescil Honore."
" Blenheim," " Ramillies, '_,_0ud.enarde." " Malplaquet," " Dettingen," " Guadaloupe, 1759," " Douro," " Talavera." " Albuhera," " Vittoria "
" Pyrenees," " Nivelle," " Nive," Orthes," " Toulouse," " Peninsular," Punniar," "Sevastopol," "Taku Forts," "South Africa, 1879)'
r
" Chitral,
al,"
" Relief of Kimberley," " Paardeberg," " South Africa, 190002.'
The Great
'
War—16 Battalions.—"Aisne, 1914, " Armentieres, 1914," " Ypres, 1915, *17," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," "Frezenberg,"
Bellewaarde," "Hooge, 1915," "Loos," "Somme, 1916,'18," " Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," "Pozieres," " Flers
Courcelette," " Morval," " Thiepval," "Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," Ancre, 1916, '18," "Arias, '1917," " Scarpe, 1917," "Messilies. 1917."
"Pilckem," " Passcliendaele," " Cambrai, 1917, '18," "St. Quentin," " Avre," " Amiens," " Bapaume, 1918," "Hindenburg Line," "Epehy."
"St. Quentin Canal," " Selle," " Sambre," " France and Flanders, 191418," " Struma," "Doiran, 1918," "Macedonia, 191518," "Gaza'"
"Jerusalem," "Tell Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Aden," " Tigris, 1916," "KutalAmara, 1917," " Baghdad," " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Dragon," Depot, The Buffs, Canterbury.
*
Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association of the Buffs, Depot, The Buffs, Canterbury.

Regular and Militia Battalions.
Uniform—Scarlet.
Bareilly.
Aldershot.
Canterbury.

1st Bn. (3rd Foot)
2nd „
„ .
Depot

Facings—Buff.
3rd Bn._(East Kent Mila.)

...

...

Record and Pay Office

...

... Canterbury.
... Hounslow.

Territorial Army Battalion, 4th Bn.f Drill Hall, St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury.
Allied Regiment of Canadian Militia.
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada
ColonelinCkief
Colonel
Officer Commanding Depot

1st and 2nd Battalions
(Regular).
Lt.Colonels. (2)
2 Lucas, L. W., D.S.O.,
M.C.
1/11/26
1/1/19
1 Smith, L. H. 27/4/27
Majors. (8)
2 Crookenden, J.,
D.S.O.
8/1/16
2 Lee, G., D.S.O..M.C.,
11/12/16
d. 2 Jackson, J. V. R.
18/1/17
1 Hart, N. S., 27/8/24
s. Scarlett, Hon. P. G.,
M.C.,p.s.c. 1/11/24
3/6/17
s. Thomson, A. B.,
M.B.E., p.s.c.
2 Field,

1/11/26

C.S., O.B.E.
27/4/27
s. Allen, J. F. W.,
M.C.,p.s.c.
1/6/27
Captains. (14)
2 Hamilton, G. F.,
M.C., Adjt. 29/5/15
2 Morgan, H. de R.,
D.S.O., /.s. 4/8/15
Stronge, H. C. T.,
D.S.O., M.C. [q s.c.s.
16/9/15
1 Peareth.A. J. 7/10/15
J Wilktns, D. A.,
M.B.E., Adjt.\fl\/\5
2 Morley, H. C. C.
23/12/15
2 Howe, G. R. 30/12/15
2 Causton, L P., M.C.
10/3/16
s. Whitaher, F., M.C.
2/9/16
1/1/23
bt. ntaj.
2 Allen, E. H. 13/9/16
1/1/17
c.o. Rice, N. D.
c.o. Haymen, E. W. P.
1/1/17
c.o. Backhouse, E. B.
3/12/21

Toronto, Ontario.

His Majesty, Christian X., King of Denmark, K.G., G.C.B., G.C.V.O.
Paget, Gen. Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur H., G.C.B., K.C.V.O., ret. pay
Jackson, Major J. V. R., The Buffs
1 Essell.L. M.S.14/3/22
1 Tuke, R. J. 22/11/24
/. HammondDavies,
B.E., M.C. 22/11/24
1 Webster, R. W. M.
4/5/25
Sandilands, R. B„
4/5/25
M.C., s.f.
s. Keble, T. H. 11/5/25
d. 1 Wood, C. J.,
M.C.
11/5/25
2 Griffith, W.B.I 1/5/25
1 Wale, N. G. 11/5/25
1 Marshall, F. A. J. E,
D.S.O., M.B.E.,
M.C. [1]
17/9/25
1 Willows, J. R.21/9/25
2 Wilson, C. E., M.B.E.
27/4/27
1 Reid, T. R., M.C.
1/5/27
2 Knight, C.R.B.1/6/27
Subalterns (34).

Lieutenants.
Hall, E. F., M.C.,
[q s.c.s.
1/7/17
2 Lloyd, C.
7/10/17
. 2 Turner, A.F. St. A.
(Spec.Appt.) 19/1/18
2 Robertson, H. P. P.
19/1/18
1 Fox, P. R. H., M.C.
20/1/18
c.o. Rowe, W. H. 12/3/19
1 Hendin, D. W., JM.C.,
28/5/19
c.o. Lister, D. S., M.C.
21/6/19
c.o. Symonds, H.F. G. £A.
21/6/19
c.o. Mitchell, G. H.
21/6/19
c.o. Hoare, N. E. 24/10/19
1 Rose,A.J.D. 24/10/19
c.o. FearnsideSpeed,
A. A. J.N. 24/10/19
c.o. Sankey, GM. 24/10/19
1 Milton, H. 25/12/19
Penlington, T. N. (d.
Adjt. 25/7/27)
21/2/20

c.o. Cartwright, J. 21/2/20
2 King, J. E. 21/2/20
2 Knocker, H. S.
20/12/20
1 Oliver, G. L B.
20/12/20
1 Coates, D. C. 16/7/21
1 Spear, T. H. 16/7/21
c.o. Crosier, J. C. T.
16/7/21
2 Cass, W. G., M.B.E.
17/12/21
d. 1 Crozier, F. G. 14/7/23
c.o. Mallam, K. M. C.
\12/25
d. 2 Airy, E. A. 10/7/25
2 Haggard, C. 30/8/25
1 Boucher, V. 27/8/26
1 Williams, J. R. P
27/8/26
2 Bruce, E.P.C. 29/1/27
2 Botley, J. A. 23/7/27
2 Nicholson, J.G.3/9/27
2 LyndenBeu,
P. T. G.
3/9/27
1 Walters, H. de L.
3/9/27
2nd Lieutenants.
1 Dewar, M. P. D.
4/2/26
2 Parry, F.W.B.4/2/26
1 Foster, J. H.N.4/2/26
1 Oliver, G. E. F.
11/2/27
2 Parrv, R. F. 1/9/27
2 Williams, H. P. 1/9/27
1 Hill, C. G.
1/9/27
Adjutants. (2)
2 Hamilton, G. F.,
M.C., capt. 2/8/25
1 Wilkin9, D. A.,
M.B.E., cap!.23/8/25
QuarterMasters. (3)
d. Corney, A., M.B.E.
30/12/15
capt.
30/12/18
1 Andrews, A. W.,
D.C.M., It. 25/6/23
2 Dare, P., It.
9/9/26

3rd Battalion (Militia).
Hon. Colonel.
Brinckman, Sir Theo
dore F,, Bt., C.B.
(Hon. Lt.Col. »'»
Army)
28/6/08
15/7/07
Major.
Ward, H. E., O.B.E.
(Hon. 2nd Lt. in
Army)
22/5/15
Captains.
SilverwoodCope, A. L.
M.B.E.
27/1/16
Jackson, A.R.27/1/16

4th Battalion
(Territorial).
Drill Hall, St. Peter's
Lane, Canterbury.
Hon. Colonel.
Goschen, The Visct.,
G.C.I.E.,
C.B.E.,
V.D.
13/10/23
Lt.Colonel.
t.a. Burns, E. B. 20/3/24
Major.
Collard, B. S. 14/1/25
Captains.
V.C. Dean, D. J., 27/7/21
bt. Maj.
1/1/27
Witts, C.S.F., T.D.
28/7/21
Coote, D. V. 13/1/24
Bacon, G. D., M.C.
13/1/24
Hardcastle, A. E. L.
23/7/26
29/7/20
Lieutenants.
Sherwood, J. 1/5/19
Brooke C. H. M.
21/6/19

12/5/14
6/11/14
11/3/25
Turner, A. J. 20/7/23
Poile, R. S. 21/7/23
James, Hon. W. E.C.
1/3/24
Hewitt, M. B. 2/3/24
Warner, G. R. 7/4/26
28/9/18
Iggulden, D. P. .
12/3/27
Mount, G. H. 27/9/27
Parish, E. G. 28/9/27
2nd Lieutenants.
Cheney, R. J. 9/6/26
Rickards, W. J.
28/7/26
Adjutant.
Hammond Da vies,
B.E., M.C., Capt.
The Buffs 14/12/23
QuarterMaster.
Keeler, F. H.,
capt.
25/1/13
Uniform—Scarlet.
Fadngs—Buff.

Cadet Units Affiliated.
1st Cadet Co., The Buffs.
Depot, Royal Marine
C. Corps.
Kent College C. Corps.
Simon Langton School
C. Corps.

Supplementary Reserve
Category B.
Lieutenant.
Findlay, W. R.
28/8/25
2nd Lieutenants.
Gordon, C. A. R.
7/4/26
Reith, A. J. 15/12/26

(ArmyJList, December, 1927).
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The Buffs Golfing Society.

T

ALTERATION OF RULE VI.

HE Committee after very careful consideration
and
consultation
with
several
members
recommend that the Bogey Foursomes at both the
Spring and Autumn meetings shall be done away with.
The reasons for this proposal are :—
(1) The last afternoon of each meeting will be left
free for members to do just as they please.
(2) The confusion caused by a late drawing for
partners will he eliminated ; and here it may be stated,
firstly, that an earlier draw is not feasible since it is
always uncertain up to a very late hour as to those
wishing to participate in this event; and, secondly,
the confusion referred to is aggravated when either the
number of individual entries or couples is an
odd number. 
(3) The second afternoon of each meeting will be
left clear for the playing off of all ties, namely those
for medal competitions as well as those for challenge
trophies, thereby eliminating the present' rather
unsatisfactory method of dealing with these.
This proposal is being circulated to all members,
and those who may not be in favour of its adoption
are asked to notify the Hon. Secretary not later than
the 7th J anuary.
No reply will be taken as
inferring that the alteration is an acceptable one.

FIXTURES FOR 1928.
Here are the fixtures so far arranged for the coming
season.

Date.

.

Opponents.

Mar. 11. Folkestone.
17. Iyittlestone.
April 1. Aldershot Command.
21 and 22. Spring Meeting at Littlestone.
28. Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment
on a course yet to be decided upon.
May 6. Rye.
13. Wrotham Heath.
16. Royal Ashdown Forest.
17. H.Q. Eastern Command.
Sept. 8. Knole Park.
16. Heme Bay.
Oct. 6. Canterbury.
7. Royal East Kent Yeomanry at Canterbury.
17. and 18. Autumn Meeting at Royal St.
George's, Sandwich.
19. Royal St. George's.
20. Royal Cinque Ports Golf Club, Deal.
Notifications of any alterations or addtions to the
above list will be made in The Dragon as occasion
arises.

PAMPHLET REPRINT.

A reprint of the pamphlet will be made as soon as
it is definitely known whether the majority of members
are or are not in agreement with the proposed
alteration to Rule VI. If so, the alteration to the
Rule will be made in the reprint of the pamphlet,
a copy of which will be circulated to all members when
ready.

T

Guttie Ball Golf.

HE principal Christmas diversion for the members
of the Royal St. George's Club, over whose
course at Sandwich the open championship is to be
decided next May, was a guttie ball foursomes tourna
ment, the final of which was played yesterday. The
result would seem to prove that the more experienced
player is more at home with the guttie ball than the
long handicap golfer, for Hector Mappin (handicap 3)
and Albert Farquhar (8) defeated C. A. Wrench (19)
and Major F. W. Tomlinson (24) by 3 and 2.

[(The Morning Post).

Correspondence.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
Herewith enclosed P.O. value 8/, my subscription
for the coming year's issue of The Dragon. Kindly
accept my heartiest good wishes for a merry Christmas
and a happy and prosperous new year. Please convey
same to all Buffs (Past and Present) and to all readers
of this wonderful little Journal The Dragon. I would
be lost up here without it.
2 Arklav Street,
Yours respectfully,
Dundee,
A. ISARD,
Scotland.
Late Sgt., The Buffs.

GOOD WISHES.
Dear Sir,
Just a line to wish you all, Buffs Past, Buffs Present
and Buffs we hope to see join us soon, the very best
luck and propserity in the New Year. Although this
Battalion is separated from its County Home by many
thousands of miles, and although we are all so far from
our Home Associations, the ties which unite all
Battalions into one Regimental whole are always
foremost in our thoughts.
Bareilly,
Yours sincerely,

L. HOWARD SMITH.

Sir,
Just to wish the Old Duck every success and
a bright and happy New Year to all Past and Present
Buffs.
29 Bentwick Road,
Yours respectfully,
Yiewsley,
C. F. KEMBER.
Middlesex.
Dear Sir,
Many thanks for kind thought for Christmas which
I greatly appreciated and I trust that all Buffs, Past
and Present, had a real merry time, and hope that
a happy and prosperous New Year will be given to all.
Enclosing my Dragon subscription to end of
December and will forward my further subscription
early in January.
194 Millbrook Road,
Yours faithfully,
Southampton.
W. H. TOZER.

The Secretary, Past and Present Association.
With all good wishes for Christmas and a happy
New Year to all Past and Present Buffs from Colonel
and Mrs. E. T. Buttanshaw.

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" Cabar Feidh."
" Royal Fusiliers' Chronicle."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Company."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" K.S.L.I. and Herefordshire, Regimental Journal."
" The Snapper."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Bugle."

" St. George's Gazette."
" The Gunner."
" On The March."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The Sapper."
" British Legion Journal."
" London Scottish Regimental Journal."
" Essex Regimental Gazette."
" Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" The Tiger and The Sphinx."

The Barracks at Bareilly'"and other Snapshots.
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After two days rest sorting out kit, etc., we
again resumed Company Training, but of course we
find the Flats a cake walk or mere outing after the.
strenuous Khud Training. That I think, is " nuff "
said concerning our travels and gives you a slight idea
of the nature of our " Phaubattian holiday."
Cpl. (Slippery) Woollard has again gone from our
midst and is.at present stationed at Pashmari learning
the art and secrets of W.T. We all wish him the best
of luck but would remind him that when he returns
he will not be able toslip from our grasp until he has
recounted his latest " TallUns."

COMPANY SPORTS.
Being very much on the move of late we have not
been able to do very much in this line, but our teams
are still fit and ready for the fray and as we found the
Harris Shield Programme already in progress on our
return, we are looking forward to our teams doing
big things. I will not make any premature boast,
but will say that judging on form, Don should do very
well and go a long way towards lifting the shield.
Before leaving Phaubattia we played two games of
footer and one game of hockey. Having mislaid my
notes I cannot give full details, but the results were
as follows.
FOOTBALL.—Both games were v. "B" Coy< The
Worcesters, who proved to be the visitors on each
occasion, first game by the score of 1—0 and the second
game 2—0.
HOCKEY.—A trial game between two Coy. teams
which ended in a draw, neither team scoring. A very
interesting game during which we found several
budding Internationals.
Since arriving at Bareilly we have managed to
play two games of hockey and one game of footer.
All the games were supported by a pretty fair gate
and we hope it will be the case each time our teams
turn out.
HOCKEY.—v. "C" Coy. A very even game ended
in a draw, both teams scoring one goal. Their goal
caused quite a lot of argument as it came from
a " Penalty Bully." As the rule concerning this is
not too well known and has been seldom seen here in
practice our spectators began to think we were
witnessing a picnic. However, Umpire Cpl. Glazier
came to our assistance and explained the rule. Cpl.
Robinson was their scorer and Cpl. Cook for us.

THE UNUSUAL SCRIBE.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
In what manner is calling for the ord.sgt. similar
to sending out invitations ? Ask Chips.
Is Red picing up ; hence the (purple ink ?
What is the commission on pictures ?
Since when has Major Kelly been promoted ? Ask
Winnie.
Did Bob get enough lather from the tin of dubbin
he took to the wash house ?
Did Chips enjoy his tour of mucko at the Perimeter
camp ?
And how did the butter run out ?
Is Badger pining for his actress ? Hence the
writing office. Also will he or the Ass win the writing
st&kcs ? ~
 Should a firer
blush whilst in the position of
reddress ? Ask Wadhurst.
Who said " You start with yourself last" ? Ask
CK^gy
,
 i
M i
»» a
" If you borrow my spoon again leave it alone
?
(Scotch Irish from 13 Platoon).
What caused the chuckles on the lecture of 8th
inst. ? Did the Guiding Star do it ?
What kind of Charleston did 13's Commander
do ?

Could the Charleston Baby demonstrate and give
a few tips ?
Is K.D. serge a new dress for night Corporals ?
Ask Winnie.

HEARD DURING PACKING FOR CAMP :—

Sgt. to C.Q.M.S.—Going to take the Quoits to camp
Tom ?"

C.Q.M.S.—" Good Gawd, no ! We sha'nt have any
time for Footer."

MESSAGE SENT AND RECEIVED DURING COY. TRAINING :
Enemy sighted on Bushy Top Tree.
and can't go any further.

Am held up

OUR SOCIAL COLUMN (13 PLATOON).

Jack, our gunman, is at present stationed at
Ranikhet, where We understand he is doing rear party.
We should like to hear the story : " How I did it."
Horace, our chef, has again returned to the
Company Restaurant and judging by the stuff he is
turning out, learnt several tricks whilst at Poona.
By the way we offer him congratulations on gaining
a " good " from his recent course.
Joe, our tatooed artist, is once again i/c. Mucko's
and is looking fit and fat on it. Under his charge is
Farmer Johnson and we should like to hear his new
" Rekon's as 'ow !" Probably it concerns drawing up
rations.

The Signals.
Signal classification again was a great success and we hope the
record will hold good for always.
During the companies' training a few signallers were sent out with
them and had quite a busy time and a few have gone to camp with
"A" and "B" Companies. We hope the weather keeps fine for them.
We take the opportunity of thanking the 2nd Battalion Signallers
for the Photograph which is appreciated by us, and hope in the near
future to return a gift of the same sort.
Congratulations to Pte. Parker on winning the Signal Shield.

SPORTS RESULTS.
Now, in the way of sports we have not been so successful, but have
had some very good games. Hockey is still a. game much favoured
in the section and though we have not won a game this month it is not
for the want of trying. We shall be glad to get our full team together
again as they have been with the M.G.'s on training and are missed
badly.
WLNGY.
FOOTBALL.

1st Eleven v. "C" Company
Signallers' 1st and 2nd Elevens v. Drums
2nd Eleven v. Drums
2nd Eleven v. "A" Company, 2nd XI
2nd Eleven v. Band 2nd XI.

Lost
Won
Lost
Drew
Won

4—3
5—1
4—2
1—1
1—0

Signals v. R.A. XI
Signals v. "B" Company
Signals v. Band
Signals v. No. 3 Group _ ...

Drew
Drew
Lost
Lost

1—1
2—2
3—2
1—0

"E.14" v. "A" Company
"E.I4 " v. "B" Company
"E.14" v. "C" Company
"E.14" v. "E23"
... '

Lost
Lost
Lost
Lost

5—3
5—4
7—1
5—1

"E.14" v. "A" Company

Lost by 46.
runs
Won by 34

HOCKEY.

HARRIS SHIELD FOOTBALL. '

HARRIS SHIELD CRICKET.

"E.14" v. "B" Company
Capt. Wilkins
"E.14'f». "C" Company

BOWLING.

Capt. Wilkins
Pte. Hammond

8 for 32
Won by 6.
runs
5 for 35
5 for 25

HARRIS SHIELD HOCKEY.

"E.14" v. "A" Company
"E.14" v. "C" Company

FRIENDLIES.

Won 2—0
Lost 2—0
.

Company TrialPoss. v. Probs.—Win for Probs. 3—2.
Lost
"E.14" v. "D" Company

4—1

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Is " Count" going to Blighty ?
And will " Wag " accompany him ?
What is the strap ? Can anyone enlighten Eurica ?
Or is he only bluffing us ?

"E 14" COMPANY.
During the month the usual programme of work has been carried
out.
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The

2nd

rpHE speed with which
1
the 16th of the
—
month and the Editor's
unfailing
summons
for
notes comes round is
incredible. It seems as if
if was only yesterday that
last month's notes were
being written and for that
matter
the events of
interest
or
importance
which have occurred during
the past month could
barely have filled twenty
four hours.
We seem to have lived
in darkness for the past month and it is an
age since last the sun shone upon us. The
everlasting gloom has not. however, appeared
to have much effect upon the spirits of the
large proportion of the Battalion which has
gone off on Christmas leave—a very well
earned leave too, as what with weapon
training, section leading courses, route
marches, R.S.M.'s parades and education time
has not hung heavily on anyone's hands just
recently.
News lias just come through that our first
draft for the 1st Battalion sails in the H.T.
Somersetshire from Southampton on January
3rd. We wish them the best of good fortune
during their time abroad and we hope they
will not forget their friends in this Battalion.
We look forward to the arrival of Major
Crookenden who is to take over command
early in the New Year. We hope to have
liim with us by the time these notes see day
light in print.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge payed
us a flying visit on 16th November.
We welcome Captain C. E. Wilson, M.B.E.,
who lias joined us from the 1st Battalion.
We hope he will soon bring his hunt for
a house to a successful conclusion.
Captain Stronge and Iyieut. Foster Hall
will have completed their time at the Staff
College in a few days time and are due to join
the Battalion at the end of January.
Captain Morgan has taken over the duties
of Brigade Machine Gun Officer of the 5th
Brigade.
We had a surprise visit from Captain E. B.
Backhouse who has just returned from the
Gold Coast on leave. He came down here
for a few hours on December 13th and intends
to come and stay for a while next month ;
we hope he will.

Battalion.

rj 77%!'.: /?//'/W
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The late Lieut. IV. D. Knalchbull.

Officers recently attached to the Battalion
whilst attending courses have been: Major
I. R. Bruce, Cameron Highlanders, Eieuts.
H. I. Bradshaw, Gordon Highlanders, C. Me
Lellan, K.O.S.B., D. T. Wall, Royal Signals,
D. G. Coates, Devonshire Regiment and J.
Brown, K.O.Y.Iy.I.
Association Football Notes.
Rcgimentally there is Very little to report this
mouth, bad weather causing several matches to be
cancelled, but there has been a decided activity
among the Coy. and Platoon teams, so much so that
at times a neighbouring unit had to be asked to loan
a ground.

A.C. SENIOR LEAGUE V. 2ND BN. R.T.C.
Won, 5—2. A very good game in which our team
played up very well, especially after the loss of our
left back who left the field during the second half badly
kicked.
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The A.C.S. League matches v. 2nd Battalion D.C.L.
and 1st Battalion K.O.R.R. had to be cancelled on
account of the ground being under water. At present
we head the League, our record being: played, 5 ;
won, 5. And so we rest for Christmas. We hope for
as good results in the next half year.

The next Drive was held on
the following results :—
1st prize : Ladies
2nd „
Ladies
1st ,,
Gents
1.
2nd ,, . Gents. ...
...

Lost, 5—3.
combination.

Sweepstake prizes :—
1st half :—1st prize :
2nd ,,
2nd half :—1st prize :
2nd
,,
The last Drive for report
and the lucky ones were as
1st prize : Ladies ...
2nd ,,
Ladies ...
Special prize...
...
1st prize : Gents. ...

A.C. JUNIOR LEAGUE V. 3RD LIGHT BRIGADE R.A.
A

game

lost

through

lack

of

A.C. JUNIOR LEAGUE V. 2ND BATTALION K.R.R.C.
We had a weak side in this match but the
substitutes played up well. We hope to reverse the
decision in the return match.

Sergeants1 Mess.
Here we are again. XX PS calling ! Hullo, every
body.
During the month of November we have had
a fairly quiet time. All we have had of any interest
during the month has been our usual Whist Drives
and Dances, and some Billiard matches, and although
we were rather hoping to be able to publish the results
of a few wins in the Billiards' League, I am very much
afraid that our report is quite the reverse.
However, we started off very well, winning our
first match against the 3rd Light Brigade, R.A. This
match was played on the R.A. Table on the 17th
November, and resulted in a win, the Buffs scoring
542 points against the Gunners 480, thus beating them
by 62 points. Our next game took place on our own
Table against the King's Royal Rifle Corps, where the
visitors beat us by the narrow margin of 7 points, the
scores reading: Buffs, 505; K.R.R.C., 512. This
match was played on 24th November. The next match
was played on 1st December against the Royal Tank
Corps on their table and we were beaten rather
severely. The result was : Buffs, 380 ; R.T.C., 592 ;
a win for the R.T.C. by 212 points.
The last match played uptodate took place on
the 9th December on our table and was against the
M.P.S.C., who also tanned us severely. The scores
in this match were: Buffs, 400 : M.P.S.C., 543.
Unless our cueists produce rather better form
than they' have been displaying, I am rather afraid that
our position in the League Table will be top (after the
others have been taken away). Of course it would
not be so bad if they turned the League Table upside
down. Talking of Billiards, our Annual Tournament
is stilly going slowly but surely, and I expect it will
reach its end in due course, unless anything serious
happens to buck some of the players up.
We will now go on to the Whist Drives and Dances.
The first one to be reported was held on Tuesday, 15th
.November, 1927, and resulted in an excellent
attendance, there being 19 tables in play. By the way,
18 tables is our average for these shows, which is very
good, considering the size of the Mess.
The winners of prizes in this Drive were
1st prize:
2nd „
3rd „
1st
2nd

Gents.
Gents.

3rd

Gents. ...

„

Ladies ...
Ladies ...
Ladies ...

Sweepstake prizes:—
1st half :—1st prize :
2nd „
2nd half :—1st prize :
2nd ,,

...
...
...

Mrs. Gray.
Mrs. Munden.
Mrs. Adams.
Mr. Keeble.
Sgt. Miller
(K.O.R.R.).
Mr. Hewitt
(our Bandmaster).
Mr. Hewitt.
Mrs. Munden.
Mrs. Gray.
Mrs. Parkinson..

22nd November with
Mrs. Shoobridge.
Mrs. Ongley.
C.S.M. Love.
Mrs. Burton
(playing as Gent.).

... Mrs. Burton.
... Mrs. Lowrey.
... Mrs. Gilmartin.
... Mrs. Shoobridge.
was held on 6th December
under:—
... Mrs. Kirk.
... Mrs. Harris.
... Mrs. Gillis.
... Mrs. Tong
(playing as Gent.).
... C.S.M. MacWalter.

2nd ,,
Gents. ...
Sweepstake prizes :—
1st half :—1st prize :
... Mrs. Kirk.
2nd „
... Mrs. Tong.
2nd half :—1st prize :
... Mrs. Harris.
2nd „
... C.S.M. Tong.
On 16th November we entertained the W.O.'s and
Sergeants and their families of the D.C.L.I., who have
just arrived in the Command from the Channel Islands.
May their stay here be enjoyable.
Before I close down I will mention that I caused
a notice to be put up in the Mess asking for notes for
this column, but up to the present the response has
been nil. The only thing that has happened has been
a few comments, owing to a small typewriting error
and a word left out. It would be marvellous if a few
notes to assist me were received.
We have no more news for this month, so we will
say Au revoir.

THE GUGNUNC EXPERT.

Corporals1 Mess.
On the 18th of November we held a highly successful Smoking
Concert as a welcome to the Corporals of The Duke of Cornwall's Light
Infantry who have come here to take the place of the Dorset Regiment
who previously left for Germany. When I say " highly successful,"
I am in no way exaggerating. Everything was carried out according
to plan and the arrangements worked without a hitch.
During the most excellent programme provided by the Battalion
Talent, refreshments were provided and all of those present thoroughly
enjoyed themselves.
We were very pleased to see R.S.M. Fife of the DC.LI., who was
present with R.S.M. Vaughan. Congratulations are due to the Indoor
Committee who were responsible for the very enjoyable evening.
Later, during the month, the Indoor Committee again distinguished
themselves with a Dance, which was another great success.
Amongst those present were our Commanding Officer, Major Guy
Lee, D.S.O., M.C., Mrs. Lee and Miss Lee, Capt. Allen, Lieuts. King
Williams and Parry. This will, undoubtedly, be the last social function'
of the year owing to the number of members having since gone on leave.
We welcome back to the Mess, Cpl. McNalty and L/Cpl. A. Smith,
both of whom have been on a tour of duty at the Regimental Depot.
Cpl. Salsbury, we are sorry to say, lias left us for the Depot and Cpl.
Dell is soon to follow him. L/Cpl. Knights has gone back to civilian
life—we wish liim the best of luck.
As I mentioned above, most of the members have proceeded on
leave and life is beginning to get quiet—that lull before the storm—
in the New Year we start thinking about firing a course, and so on to
Training.
Beyond this, nothing else of importance has come our way to help
me to write more, so mv literary effort must come to a close.
ELDEVRE.

Regimental Employed.
January, 1928, and bythe time most of you read
these notes we shall have said goodbye, or rather au
revoir to sixty odd lads bound for that sunny clime
—India.
A draft of
that number sails from
Southampton on the 3rd of that month, by H.M.T.
Somersetshire, and by a strange coincidence, Sgt.

THE DRAGON
The opening meet was at Smeeth Station and in the
good run that followed, Mr. Crozier found the grey
horse belonging to the Squadron, 10th Hussars,
excellent in every respect. Another good day was
enjoyed from Elham, but the remaining days on which
a Depot representative was present were rather poor,
though fortunately fine.
The East Kent had a really good run from
Aldington a short time ago, but we missed this day..
Now that there are several of us going out we hope
that this will not happen again.
F.G.C.

Sergeants' Mess.

C.S.M. Howard, M.M., Sgt.Cook Rowe, Sgt.I.M.
Watson and Sgt. Adams having been awarded the Long
Service and Good Conduct Medal, with gratuity, the
remainder of us offer them our hearty congratulations.
Congratulations are also due to Sgt.Instr. Fletcher,
A.P.T.S., on obtaining his first
class Certificate of
Education and to Sgt. Marsh on his promotion to full
rank.
At^ the Whist Drive held on 22nd November, the
following proved the prizewinners :—
Ladies: 1st
Mrs. Prebble.
„
2nd
...
...
... Mrs. Terry,
last
...
...
... Mrs. Griffin.
Gents. : 1st
Sgt. Marsh.
2nd
R.S.M. Potter.
„
last
...
...
... Sgt. Rowe.
Sgt.Cook Rowe has also taken a few more prizes in
Cooking Competitions held recently in London, which
is very creditable.
We were pleased to see C.S.M. Stewart who" recently
paid us a visit whilst at home on leave from the West
Coast.
In accordance with our usual custom at this time
of the year, bottles.of "good cheer" were awarded
as prizes at the Whist Drive held on 6th December.
Mrs. Petts, Miss Driver, Mrs. Jackson and Mrs.
Mullinger took the ladies first, second, third and last
prizes respectively, whilst Mr. Martin took the gents,
first, Mrs. Thatcher second, Sgt. McNeir third and
Sgt. Shorter the last prize.
The two travelling prizes were won by Mrs. Dance
and Mrs. Padbury.
The shooting competition for the Silver Cup
so kindly presented by General the Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur
H. Paget, G.C.B., K.C.V.O., Colonel of The Buffs, was
commenced on 10th December, when 13 out of the 17
members of the Mess fired the following practices:—
I.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

H.P.S.

10 rounds Application ...
...
...
... 40
Grouping
25
10 rounds Snapshooting (4 sees, exposure) ... 30
15 rounds Rapid (45 sees, allowed)
45
10 rounds Rapid (Kneeling : 1 min. allowed)
40
10 rounds Application (small target) ...
... 40
The competition was most interesting in that the
practices set were none too easy and that each
individual fired his 60 rounds straight off—excepting
for the checking and changing of targets.
Up to the present, Sgt.I.M. Watson leads with
a score of 175 out of a possible 220, with Sgt.Cook
Rowe second with 173.
Most of the other scores
obtained were exceedingly good.
In connection with this Shoot the following
competitions are also being decided:—
Sergeants' Mess Shooting Cup Annual Competition.
Silver and Wooden Spoons for period Tulv—Dec
1927.
.
The first
round of the George Porter Billiard
Handicap Cup Competition will commence on 1st
February. Will those Past or Honorary members
intending to compete, kindly notify the President
Sergeants' Mess by 14th January. There is no
entrance fee.
We sincerely hope and trust that all our comrades
and friends had a very happy Christmas, and may the
best of luck be with you all during 1928—and after
wards as well.
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Corporals' Mess.

Before commencing our notes this month I must, on behalf of the
Members of the Mess, wish all our Readers a Merry Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year. I'm sorry we are a bit late.
Nothing very important has happened in the Mess during the last
month that I can account for, owing to the fact that I have been on
vacation like a few more in the Mess.
We are all looking forward to Christinas, and of those staying
behind, are wondering who is going to do Police Post on Christmas
Day.
All the Corporals were very sorry to have to say goodbye to the
beloved Mac, who left us for the 2nd Battalion on the 24th of last
month; still, we all wish him the very best of luck and hope the
Corporals of the 2nd Battalion will buy him a PLASTACINE Dart Board
so that he can keep up his dart practice; the dart board in the Mess is
falling to pieces for want of use by Mac.
We all extend a very hearty welcome to Cpl. Salisbury (a muscle
buster) who joined us on the 9th, stopped a couple of days and buzzed
off, I believe, on leave.
Congratulations to L/Cpls. Kennedy and Hoult on their Appoint
ment and we hope they will enjoy their stay in the Mess.
Our Whist Drives are not having the support they should have,
but still we are jogging merrily along. We held a bumper turnout on
Monday, the 12th instant, although as far as attendance went, it was
not too good. We gave a Special Lucky Number Prize for Ladies and
Gentlemen and the results were as follows :—
Score.
Ladies' 1st Prize. Mrs. Moys
172
2nd „
Mrs. Rllenor
171
Gents'. 1st
„
Miss Martin
175
2nd „
Cpl. Stubberfield
172
Mrs. Martin
Ladies' Booby.
134
L/Cpl. Miller
Gents'.: Booby.
132
Ladies' Lucky Number Prize. Mrs. Punnett.
Gents.' : Lucky Number Prize. L/Cpl. Kemsley.
We also gave a prize for the Highest Aggregate Score for four
successive Whist Drives, which was won by Miss Martin with a score of
687. This prize was very kindly presented by Messrs. Charles Mattocks
of Canterbury.
Now to talk about the Notabilities of the Mess ;—
 Stubber, Fred Drake, Bill Payne, Dolly Dolbear and Ginger Kemsley
have been on a Weapon Training Refresher Course and are now
bursting with knowledge: Stubber is alone, trying to break his neck
as Fred Drake has gone to Shorncliffe Hospital for a while; Joe
Richards is out of Hospital and is recuperating on 28 days' furlough
(lucky devil) ; Lofty Wilcox is Assistant Copper and Postman, having
relieved Mac; Toby Watts and Bill Chapman are thinking about
packing their kit in preparation of joining the Battalion next month ;
Paddy Good has just finished 28 days' furlough and is now settling
down with a Squad; Charlie Pitch has taken on a new roll of the
Depot Goalkeeper;_ Willie Cross is at present flying about spare;
Joe Pike has been idling his time away on leave and has come back
a little weary, but fully prepared to face the next three years at the
Depot; NANCY is still seen in the Cookhouse working hard (or trying
to I should say); Boy Allen has been assistant Schoolmaster for the
last month, and from what I hear, the Educational Standard of the
Depot has gone up one hundred per cent. (Perhaps). Well, dear
readers, this is all I can tell you at present. Cheerio !
W.R.C.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Is Toby sweating on going abroad ?

Trained Men's Notes.
The Trained Men at the Depot wish all readers a Happy New Year.
During the past month the trained men have been very quiet.
Four games of football have been played, two against the Cavalry
Details here, one against the Corporals and one against the T.F. and
W.T. Class. In the first match the Cavalry beat us 5—1, but on re
playing them we reversed the position, winning 1—0. The team
of the Corporals was too good for us, beating us 6—2. We hope to beat
them when we have a better and stronger team. Our match against
the T.F. and W.T. Class was a sure victory,.we beating them by 7 goals.
We scored 11 and they scored 4, Ashton, our centre forward, scoring
the winning 7 goals.
It may be of interest to " Narrer," "Tug," "Larkie" and Co.
in the 2nd Battalion, to know that Fred Parberry is now a " Tec"
that " Cassa " is now on " Baffhouse," Owen is also a "Tec," Tarzan
is a " Cook," Bill Bailey is chief " Groundsman," Claudy is " Assistant
Everything " in the Sergeants' Mess, Old Dean Swift still cleans the
library on Wednesday for Saturday's inspection, Nunk has moved from
the Cookhouse to the " Sanitary Shed," Cohen is still looking around
the Cavalry Depot for chargers for empty cases, Bill Daw is now servant
to the Q.M. and that old DingDong kids the troops that he can drive
a 7ton lorry on two wheels.
By the time these notes are in print young " Tim " will have joined
the married list. May Jie have a happy life free from small troubles.

WHAT WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW.
How many " dodgers " have the N.A.A.F.I. cakes, and could a
certain rock cake give Wise a few ?
Who are the " dancing tecs." ?
Did Gammons' relief relieve him at the N.AA.F.I. counter ?
BOTTLES.
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The 4th Battalion.
rpHE New Year is again
vlHuff A)
X
with us, bringing all its
11
' attendant changes. The end of
the old year has been marked
with continuous prize givings,
concerts, dinners and dances at
all our widespread detachment
Headquarters.
The Battalion has once mqre
distinguished itself by remaining
the only one in the Division up
to full strength in officers mid
men, and can indeed congratulate
itself on having the highest
percentage, namely 80% in camp
attendance in 1927. We hope
that we may improve on that,
)to' djfn V
^
figure this year at Arundel from
((aten&d \e.r*17*5lj
June 3rd to June 17th.
We have lost our Adjutant
Cant
B
E. HammondDavies, who has been
replaced by Capt. J. R. Willows. I am sure the whole
Battalion from the C.O. down to the last jomed recruit
will join in wishing Capt. Davies eveiy success with
the 1st Battalion in India, where he is going in the
course of a few weeks, and will thank him for all his
help and kindness to them during his four years of
office The account of the dinner given in his honour
bv the Sergeants' Mess at Canterbury on December
1st will hear out all I have said about him and more.
The Brenchley Recruiting meeting on December
10th was a great success and produced seven new
recruits. This, we hope, is a good omen and the Weaid
Company (the old 5th Battalion The Buffs) who find
recruiting more difficult than other Compames with
^^Tve the Companies themselves to
describe their social successes, but in passing would
like to mention the magnificent gift to the Margate
Detachment by Lt. Rogers, Sgt. Baker and 132 others
of the old Brigade of Margate Buffs, who subscribed
to it. The presentation consisted of three_ silver
challenge cups in a beautiful wooden g^Sf
case, suitably inscribed and painted with the Regi
mental crest by another old Buff.
.
2nd/Ivieut. Rose has now been gazetted to the
Battalion and is joining the Ramsgate Det£chment
to assist Capt. Witts. We wish to welcome him and
hope that he will be very happy with us.
Another prospective candidate for a commission
is Mr. George Crush who hopes to join our Dover
DetICmake my apologies as a new and
correspondent to The Dragon and feel that I have
already occupied too much space, so will end by sen^8
New Year greetings to all our Regiment, Past mid
Present, at Home and Abroad, from their comrades
in the 4th Battalion, The Buffs.
C SW

FAREWELL DINNER.
The good comradeship and cordial relations which
exist in the 4th Battalion were never more happily in
evidence than on December 3rd, when the members
of the Sergeants' Mess entertained Captain B. J*.
HammondDavies to a farewell dinner at the_ Fleur
deLis Hotel, Canterbury, prior to his departure to
reioin the 1st Battalion at Bareilly..
R S M . Verlander presided and was supported by
Col. E. B. Burns, O.C. 4th Buffs. Major B. S. bollard,
Second in Command and the following members of the
Mess:—representatives of the 16 stations in East
Kent: R.Q.M.S. Arnold, C.S.M.'s Couchman, Wood,

Johnson, Wisdom, Jones, Follett, C.Q.M.S. Philpott,
C Q.M.S. Bishenden, Sergeants Freeman, Dennis,
Buxton, Coombs, Twyman, Bailey, Clarke, Setterfield,
Gardner, Maskell, Croucher and Woodland.

"A" Company.
The Annual Prize giving was held at Ramsgate on Thursday,
December 15th, and at Sandwich on Wednesday, December 21st.
The following remarks by the Officer Commanding the Company
are, we consider, most worthy of publication :—

WHY YOU SHOULD SUPPORT THE TERRITORIAL ARMY.
As long as there is a possibility of buildings catching fire, fire engines
are a necessity, and as long as war remains a regrettable possibility.
Armies are a necessity and ratepayers should bear in mind that the
Territorial citizen soldiers give up their holiday to train in camp, and
devote a good deal of their leisure to drills so that the Country may
have a trained force to supplement the Regular Army in case of war,
and orovided they qualify in Musketry and are returned Efficient, they
receive a bounty of thirty shillings a year only, and are therefore the
cheapest army in the world. Without a Territorial Array we should
have to enlist a second line at far greater expense and it is up to every
ratepayer, from an economic point of view to see that local Territorial
detachmentsare kept up tostrength and although the Thanet Company
of The Buffs" is up to establishment it is regretted that the man
hood of the district leave Territorial responsibilities mainly to lads
of 17
We have had a very active year, 133 attended camp at
Colchester which is a record for this Company. Our next Annual
Training has Deen fixed to take place at Arundel, Sussex, from toe
3rd to 17th Tune, 1928, for the convenience of emp.oyers. I wish to
sincerelv thank Territorial employers for their help and the towns
people lor their generous subscriptions to toe Company s Christmas
Prize Fund.
c p g Wrrrs, Capt.
O/C "A" Coy., 4th Buffs.
Durine the evening at Ramsgate, Captain C. S. F. IV itts, T.D.,
was made toe recipient of a handsome gold watch, subscribed for by
th?o?d hand3 of toe Company, in toe presence of a very large atten
daiiee which included toe Mayor of Ramsgate (Councillor F. C.
Lfawellvn) the Mayoress (Mrs. Coleman), toe Deputy Mayor (Alderman
w criSSAn) toe Memtxi for Thanet (toe Hon. EC. Harmsworth),
Afairvr "R ^ Collard (second in command of the 4th Buffs), Capt.
Ktai wuSSS*.
Quart^masto Kccta. Mrs. Witt, .«d
"aldjaaai" of tho IMUa
who sJTved with Capt. Witts in toe East, stepped forward and asked
Die Mavor to band the watch to " the skipper" as a small token of
rt^nect^uid esteem, and the Mayor did so with the remark, " I know
nfThe srood he has done and of the love and respect you have far him.
TheTthe rafters of the Drill Hall rang with " He's a jolly good
feU°The

w£chtorey tofcr^f toe
regimentthe old Dragonand
ine waxen uv
. Cant. C. S. F. Witts as a token of
Old Bo^of "A" Company, 19141919. 1927."
disUibution of the prizes by. toe Mayor followed a breezv
, hv Cant Witts in which he reviewed the work of the year, and
thanked aU^ who hae' helped toe detachment, especially employers

Uie
reS*The

 Dfc Miss Gladys I. BtccHtag and
Messrs. Chas. Sutton and Robert H. Shaw.

MARGATE DETACHMENT.
our winter training is going, very well and toe attendances are
oo
R d ev^yone see^kMn onj^^vor^. ^ ^ with the game success
? ?™
seawnGveare in a higher division and are up
against tetter « stUl win or loose, it is for toe love of toe game
we play
Tw»«ihpr 12th we had our Annual PrizeGiving
..SJfSSeSTSSSd,& taJS?—
prists in (rind, and ti*
attendance was a good_ouc, iMe 21ign Is n. enatge of
The Chamw^t^enby
Theie were also present:
the
d Col. E. K. Morton (Westgate), Major
Col. Mamwaring Dunstan, i.w.,
 «_
C S F. Witts, T.D. (O.C.,
Tapp, 235th
B. HammondDa vies, M.C. (Adjutant,
"A" Company, 4th Buffs),.^P1^X^rrison, 235th Field Battery
4th Buffs) and .Cap .
 tjjj volunteer Battalion The Buffs),
R.A.
if Buffs T.) Councillors W. R. Noble, W. C.
Lieut. N. T. Baker, (
f
Margate Borough Council, R.S.M.
Redman and J. D. Wood ot t
§„£«.) ggt. Buxton (Ramsgate
Verlander (4to Bute),
Gladwell, C. J. Haycock,
^ °Shi^ ConLtoble), ^. and Miss Haycock, Miss Fasham, Mrs.
G. R. Warner and inany. the evenjng was when Lieut. G. T.
One °yke great^^r presented to Lieut. G. R. Warner for
hfeSc^«r ti«eemaSficeSt Cups and a Mahogany Glass Case
to keep them in.
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Lieut. Rogers, in presenting the trophies, said that it was the result
of a few moments' conversation one day with his friend, Lieut. Warner,
who asked him if he had any Cups to give away. He immediately
set to work and approached some 140 old members of the 3rd Volunteer
Battalion The Buffs who willingly subscribed, with the result that they
could not only present these trophies tonight, but would next year
give an additional Cup for an N.C.O.S' competition.
He hoped it would have the effect of making the men more keen
and he trusted that it would help others outside to join the Margate
Detachment. It had given him the greatest possible pleasure to do
what he had done.
Lieut. Rogers then formally handed the trophies and Lieut. Baker
the case to Lieut. Warner, together with the following printed inscrip
tion :—
" The Undermentioned ExOfficers and Other Ranks of the "A"
(Margate) Company, 3rd Volunteer Battalion The Buffs, have sub
scribed and presented the undermentioned Trophies to the Margate
Detachment of "A" Company, 4th Battalion The Buffs (Lieut. G. R.
Warner O/C.). In memory of the happy associations with the Regi
ment, 1914—1918.

LIST OF TROPHIES.
Challenge Cup.—For Annual InterSection Competition, Musketry
Drill, and Attendance.
Challenge Cup.—For Annual Individual Bayonet Fighting. (If won
by same competitor any two years out of three, to become his own
property.
CHALLENGE COP.—For Annual Competition. Miniature Rifle.
Here follows the list of 140 names of the subscribers.
Words fail me to express our gratitude to you, Mr. Rogers, for the
time and energy so willingly devoted in raising the money to present
to us such magnificent Trophies and to the other members for so
generously subscribing.
The good you have done in stimulating keeness among the men in
competing for the various cups cannot be estimated. It should prove
a great aid to their training and add to their efficiency. I trust that
your support and kindly interest will continue and I am optimistic
enough to believe that the result will be that many other young Mar
gate fellows will come along to swell our numbers and so make our
Detachment the largest and most efficient in the Battalion.
The Mayoress of Margate then presented Lieut. Warner with a
Cup from His Worship The Mayor of Margate, Councillor E. Tofts
Fosham, J.P., for Annual Competition for the Highest Score with the
Lewis Gun. It was named The " Tofts Fasham " Challenge Cup.
Lieut. Warner suitably replied and expressed the grateful thanks
of his Detachment to His Worship.

"B" Company.
I am very pleased to be able to report that our Miniature Range
Rifle Clubs at Sittingbourne and Whitstable are still going very strong.
At Whitstabje they are able to have two evenings' shoot each week
and one at Sittingbourne. It is hoped in the New Year to see a good
many of our present serving members of the Territorials in both detach
ments join our club and keep the ball rolling. Now, shoulders to the
wheel, Sittingbourne and let us sec you have got the spirit there.
It will assist you to win the silver spoon and also your annual musketry
course.
We are all very pleased to sec the change at Whitstable. Sgt. F.
Croucher has now taken over the position of Caretaker of the Drill
Hall. We expect everybody to attend now and appreciate what has
been done far the comfort of all. We hear that a new billiard table
is shortly being put in and a nice recreation room being made. We
hope to see an increase in the numbers ; now remember, members arc
themselves the best recruiters. We have also noticed at Sittingbourne
during the last three months N.C.O.'s and Men attending their drills
especially on Tuesday evenings, in uniform. That is the spirit and
comradeship we want.

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION AND SMOKING CONCERT.
As the years go by the annual prize distribution and smoking
concert in connection with "B" (Sittingbourne) Company, 4tli
Battalion The Buffs, seems to increase in popularity. Not only is it
the rallying point for past and present members of the Company, but
officers from other Companies, and from the Battalion, make Sitting
bourne their objective on these occasions. Through the efforts of
Sgt.Instructor Freeman and helpers, the hall had been gaUv decorated
for the occasion.
The chair was occupied by Major Donald J. Dean, V.C., the
Company officer, and he was supported by Lieut.Colonel E B. Burns,
commanding 4th Battalion The Buffs, Major B. S. Collard (Canter
bury), Captain C. F. Witts, T.D. (Margate), Lieut. Parrish
(commanding Chartham Detachment of "B" Company), Captain and
Quartermaster Keeler (Canterbury), Lieut. Hewett (Cranbrook),
Captain and Adjutant B. HammondDavies, M.C., Lieut. J. S. Sher
wood (Dover), Lieut. Turner (commanding Whitstable Detachment),
Lieut. R. S. Poile (commanding Littlebourne Detachment), Lieut.
J. Moss (Tonbridge), Lieut. Hedley Peters, junior (late The Buffs),
Captain Leslie Doubleday (late The Buffs), the Rev. A. P. McNeile,
Rural Dean and Rector of Murston (late Hon. Chaplain to the 4th
Buffs); Major F. V. Budden, Lieut. E. Dulley (late Motor Transport),
Captain A. S. Lowe (late 4th Buffs), Lieut. F. F. Boucher, 2nd V.B.
The Buffs, and Captain W. Chapland Cowper. There were also
present Mr. E. C. Pearcy, J.P., Councillor E. F. Handcock, Mr. W. A.
Appleby, R.S.M. Verlander (Canterbury), R.Q.M.S. Arnold and C.S.M.
"Dapper" Jones (Canterbury), Q.M.S. 'Nash (Cranbrook), who was

one of those who represented the 4th Buffs when the Buffs were invited
to send a delegation to take part in the Canadian Buffs' celebration
two years ago. There were 20 men from the Dover Company present
and every Company in the Battalion was represented. Among the
Sittingbourne " Old Guard " could be seen late ColourSgt. S. Snelling,
Sgt.Instructor P. W. Johnson and others, among whom, of course,
must be included Lieut. F. F. Boucher.
The Chairman, Major Dean, said'they were all very pleased indeed
to have the Commanding Officer of the Battalion with them that
evening. They were also delighted to see so many officers and
members of other Companies with them. Likewise they were
delighted to welcome a large number of old friends, who had
all gathered together for their annual smoking concert and presentation
of prizes. Major Dean took that opportunity of saying how much
they appreciated the kindness of their friends in Sittingbourne, Milton
and district for the prizes in cash and kind which they gave them
every year. They were indeed very grateful to them for the liberal
manner in which they supported him and the Company. Alluding
to the trophies, Major Dean said that this year the Company had the
pleasure of winning the James Cup, a trophy which was highly valued
by the 4th Buffs, and he was very pleased indeed to think that they
had won it. (Applause). Several letters of regret for non
attendance had been received, Major Dean referred to the
question of recruiting, and said that their Company was nearly up
to strength according to Battalion requirements, but not quite. He
appealed to all their friends to do all they could to help them
get recruits, and what was more important, to get them the right kind
of recruits.
Colonel Burns addressed the Company, and said he had had the
pleasure of coming to that annual gathering for a good many years.
It was a pleasure that he looked forward to, and not only he, but other
officers in the Battalion, for they all liked to come to the prize
distribution of "B" Company. Looking back on the work of the
past year, he said they had no reason to be ashamed of themselves.
Following a year in which nothing had occurred, last year they went
to Colchester for their Brigade training, and he was pleased to say
that they were by far the strongest Battalion in camp, and also ranked
the highest in efficiency. Taking all things into consideration, they
had a very happy time there. (Applause). At present the Battalion
numbered'636 all ranks, which was a little below their full strength,
but he was pleased to say that he had heard that 11 recruits had been
sworn in at Dover on the previous night and that put them a little in
front. (Applause). "C" Company (Cranbrook) remarked the Colonel
won the Recruiting Cup last year, and it looked as if they were going
to win it again. (Applause). With regard to their future, the Colonel
said a great many changes were taking place. In only a few weeks'
time their Adjutant would be leaving them after four years with the
Battalion. During that time had had worked wholeheartedly, and
the Battalion had increased in strength and efficiency, and he (the
Colonel) hoped that he would often think of them. Personally, he
knew that the Adjutant had had a happy time with them. His
successor was Captain Willows, who, at the present moment, was on
the high seas ; but when he arrived in England he should shortly take
over his new duties. Then next spring Captain Keeler, he was sorry
to say, was leaving them. What Captain Keeler had done for them
they all knew. That wonderful gathering of the Ist/4tli Buffs at
Canterbury which they saw the other day, had been organized through
his efforts, and when the time came for him to leave them, he was
sure that Captain Keeler would take with him all their best wishes for
the future.
The prize list was as follows :—
Tradesmen's Prizes.—L/Cpl. Wilson, Sgt. Watson, Sgt. Clancy,
Cpl. Costen, C.S.M. Wood, Pte. MacKevitt, Pte. Sinclair, Pte. Bills,
Cpl. Farrett, Cpl. Davis, Pte. Martin, Pte. Homewood, Pte. Clayton,
Pte. Moore, Pte. Wood, Pte. Randall, Pte. Byfleet, L/Cpl. Allen, Pte.
Hockey, Pte. Newby, Pte. Mount, Pte. Hambrook, Pte. Friday, Pte.
Frost, Pte. Harnden, Pte. Nairne, Pte. Dives, Pte. Cooper.
Winners of Platoon Cup.—No. 8 Platoon—Sgt. Clancy, Cpl. Davis,
Pte. Bills, L/Cpl. Allen, L/Cpl. Wilson, Ptes. Harnden, Ravensdale
and Sinclair.
Winners of Section Cup.—No. 14 Section—Cpl. Davis, L/Cpl.
Wilson, Pte. MacKevitt, and Pte. Sinclair. Runnersup, No. 16
Section—L/Cpl Allen and Ptes. Moore, Martin and Bills.
Best Turnedout.—1st, Pte. Davis, 2nd, Cpl. Davis, 3rd (equal)
L/Cpl. Allen and Pte. Frost.
Winners of Silver Spoqns.—January, Sgt. Clancy ; February,
Cpl. Davis; March, Pte. Martin; April, Sgt. Watson ; .May, C.M.S.
Wood; June, Sgt. Watson; August, Pte. Hambrook; September,
Cpl. Costen; October, C.S.M. Wood; November, Cpl. Costen;
December, L/Cpl. Wilson.
Winners of the Cups.—Marksmen—1st Major D. J. Dean (cup),
2nd Pte. Sinclair (medal), 3rd Cpl. Davis, 4th L/Cpl. Wilson.
"E3st Kent Gazette"—1st Pte. Sinclair (cup), 2nd Pte. Friday,
3rd Pte, Frost.
Lumley Webb Cup—1st Major D. J. Dean (cup), 2nd Pte. Sinclair,
3rd Cpl. Davis.
Snelling Cup, Recruits.—1st Pte. Bills (cup), 2nd Pte. Byfleet.
Best attendance at Drill.—1st Pte. Ravensdale (cup) 84 drills, 2nd
Pte. Frost 71, 3rd Pte. Martin 57, 4th Pte. Nairne 53, 5th Pte. Friday
50, 6th Pte. Byfleet 38, 7th L/Cpl. Allen 36, 8th Pte. Bills 36, 9th Pte.
Randall 35, lOthPte.. Harnden 33.
Highest Average Scores (Recruits) on Miniature Range during last
six months.—1st Pte. Bills, 2nd Pte. Byfleet.
Billiards.—1st Cpl. Davis (cup), 2nd Pte. Frost (medal).
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Mrs. Smithers.
"T BELIEVE every word the dear Bisho? says "
X
spoke Mrs. Smithers to her friend, as she raised
a cup of tea to her lips, made several sniffs, and
suddenly commenced to sneeze.
" I'm so sorry for yer " said Mrs. Scrubbers. " Its
an 'orrible feelin' that there sniffin' tea up yer nose,
but I'd sooner be a doin' that. Mrs. Smivvers, than
crackin' walnuts wiv me toes."
" Yes, yes my dear " replied Mrs. Smithers, after
she had somewhat recovered. " There's not the
slightest doubt that mankind—mark what I say, Mrs.
Scrubbers—mankind—'as been formed out of monkeys
at some time or other. You see, the very likeness and
actions of a monkey are so like man. If yer look at
Mr. Scrubbers for instance
"
" Beg pardon, Mrs. Smithers ?"
" I'm so sorry my dear if I've 'urt yer feelin's, but
there's nothing to be ashamed of, Mrs. Scrubbers.
There was a time when 'is ancestors—and my old man's
my dear—used to hop about from tree to tree in the
woods a cracking nuts, and eating the kernals."
" My word—yer does surprise me. Of course, yer
wouldn't get them things 'appen in a regiment today,
Mrs. Smivvers. It must 'ave been what they calls
them canon ball times. Its a long time now since they
eat Colonels."
" Well—summit like that my dear. They used to
flap about amongst the trees in search of nuts."
" I begs pardon as to interference, Mrs. Smivvers,
but it is clear as daylight that us women came from
monkeys, just as the men did. Even today they calls
them giddy young girls ' flappers ' and the men ' nuts '
and exactly the same thing goes on as of old—the
' flappers'
are always after the nuts' my dear. Of
course, I don't include me and you, Mrs. Smivvers:
we caught our nuts a long time ago now !"
" If yer trying to make out that I chased Mr.
Smithers, I 'as to say it was nothing of the sort, Mrs.
Scrubbers. It was just the opposite my dear. Oh,
I shall never, never forget the time 'e fust squeezed
me round the waist and made love to me be'ind the
cook'ouse. There we both stood under the rolling
clouds of a smoking chimney, inhaling the beautiful
fresh atmosphere overladen with the perfume of well
matured breakfast kippers and stale cabbage water,
and other bygone mysteries of a diet sheet. Then
I remembers Mr. Smithers giving me a kiss and asking
me to look up at the lovely stars in the 'eavens, and as
'ow I told 'im I'd lorst me broach many a time before
a doing things like that. Oh dear, Mrs. Scrubbers,
its aU acoming up again—all acoming up. I can't
'elp it."
" Well, they're a long time coming, Mrs. Smithers,
but don't upset yerself. My Jimmy 'ad two for 'is
breakfast the other day and they was up before 'e
was."
" What was, Mrs. Scrubbers ?"
" Them kippers, Mrs. Smivvers."
" Please don't interrupt my dear. I'm only trying to
show as 'ow things 'ave changed since the days of our
ancestors. Its what they calls the revolution of man
kind, Mrs. Scrubbers, and its all a matter of science.
All for the good of the world my dear."
" I can't say as I agrees wiv that, Mrs. Smivvers.
The Russians 'ad a revolution and the papers say its
its no good to anyone." What is science, Mrs.
Smivvers ?"
" Oh, its very simple, my dear, but difficult to
understand. Yer see, we couldn't do wivout it. . Yer
gets it in everything ; there's the science of war, love,
cooking, of changing one thing into another, of getting
a good conduct medal, dodging the column, getting
into barracks after lights out, showing a full kit when
yer old man don't own a brass brush, telling the tale
to the Colonel in the orderly room so that 'e 'as to cry,
and all that sort of thing. Its all science, Mrs.
Scrubbers—all science."

" Yes, Mrs. Smivvers, but 'ow can a monkey become
a man or woman ? That aint science. Besides, Mrs.
Smivvers, I feels it is all wrong as we aint got tails."
" Not at all, Mrs. Scrubbers. The revolution—I
should say some people calls it evolution—makes all
things as they ought to be. Yer couldn't 'ave Mr.
Scrubbers, for example, climbing in front of yer up
the stairs of a tram car with the end of 'is tail a tickling
yer under the chin could yer ? Look what it would
mean to a regiment of soldiers on parade, my dear.
The rear rank would 'ave to be six paces from the front
rank to allow for tail wagging. Then, when a man
got punished by the Colonel, how dreadful it would
be to 'ear " Twentyone days C.B., ten days pay and
twenty pulls of the tail." Yes, my dear, the revolution
of mankind anticipated all these things and 'ere we
are today—just the same as the monkeys, only a little
better dressed."
" Then there's " matter" Mrs. Smivvers : what
does they mean by that ?"
" Oh, its simple, my dear—very simple. I am
surprised at yer not knowing it, Mrs. Scrubbers. Its
something yer know exists, although yer may not know
it. Let me explain ; say yer milkman was putting
water in yer baby's milk. Well, yer'd take it to one
of them men that knows about science and 'e'd paralize
it."
" What—the baby, Mrs. Smivvers."
" No yer idiot—the milk. Excuse what I say, Mrs.
Scrubbers, but yer're so igorant."
" Don't call me that, Mrs. Smivvers—it aint
a matter to poke fun about."
" It doesn't matter my dear, what the matter is,
but as a matter of fact, if it did matter, I don't see any
'arm in the matter of asaying so."
" I 'spose not, Mrs. Smivvers."
" Of course, my dear, we as to believe a lot of things
we don't understand. If I may say so, Mrs. Scrubbers,
you are supposed to 'ave brains that do some thinking.
Yet, if yer paralized yer brains, yer couldn't find any
thinking, because it aint there."
" Well, Mrs. Smivvers, it wouldn't do for the
General to order a cavalry regiment to form fours,
to know what the men thought about 'im, or for the
Quartermaster to know what I thought about 'im
when 'e wouldn't change my coalbox."
" Science and matter go ' and in ' and like the
" Babes in the Wood," Mrs. Scrubbers. Yer couldn't
paralize a man without 'is uniform on and prove to
the world that 'e was a soldier, policeman, parson, or
any other old thing."
" Parsnip, Mrs. Smivvers ?"
" No ! Parson yer donkey. We believe these things
and also believe there are many kinds of matter."
" Yus, Mrs. Smivvers. I remembers when my
old man 'ad a boil bust on 'is neck
"
" I aint talking about boils, Mrs. Scrubbers.
Tomorrow's Monday, and the wash 'ouse will be full
of boils, and when I thinks we only gets the same for
washing the shirt of a Sergt.Major as we does for a
Band boy, that's a ' matter' that should be gqne into.
I must say, Mrs. Scrubbers, that—as much as
I knows—there aint any science about that sort
of thing so far as me and you is concerned."
" I agrees wiv yer, Mrs. Smivvers. The other side
'as it all. Its a good thing they can't paralize our
brains on a washin' mornin'—aint it ?"
" Then yer knows my dear Mrs. Scrubbers, there's
another kind of science. I remembers Mister Lister
a tellin' a man that boxing was full of science, but the
man said 'e was a liar and asked for proof."
" Of course, Mr. Lister did prove it, Mrs.
Smivvers ?"
" Oh yes, Mrs. Scrubbers. They took the poor man
to orspital and I 'eard they was atrying to find the
science wiv the Xrays."

(Continued in March).
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Regimental Gazette.
TRY

Officers.

LYMEOGENE

REGULAR FORCES.

I.t. 0. Lloyd is restored to the establishment (November 13th).

AFTER

RESERVE OF OFFICERS.

The following Officers havin; attained the age limit of liability to
reci 11 tease to belong to the Reserve of Officers :—
.; jor and Bt.Lt.Col. L. C. K. Knight (November Kith).

SMOKING !

TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.

CLEANSES

IT. D. Rose to be Sec.Lt. (December 17th).

THE MOUTH.

The 2nd Battalion.
APPOINTMENTS.

6282727 L/Cpl. T. Twynian, "B," appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
1/ 1027.
. 6280518 Pte. G. Smith, "H.Q.," appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal.
25 1127.
6281811 Cpl. R. Watson,
appointed Unpaid LanceSergt.,
281 I 27.
6282129 Pte. R. Brambleby, "II.Q.," 6282514 Pte. W. Smith,
6283501 Pte. N. Ratcliffe,
appointed Bandsmen,
30 11 27.
6278679 L/Sgt. H. Tomlin, "D," appointed Acting Sergeant
Instructor (with pay) 6927, whilst on probation with Army Physical
Training Staff Establishment.

PREVENTS

DISCOLOURATION
CORRECTS

HALITOSIS.

DISCHARGES AND TRANSFERS TO ARMY RESERVE.

6283084 Pte. T. Webb, "A," transferred to Army Reserve, 11 11 27
under K.R. 362 (ii) (c).
6282600 Pte. H. Lee, "A," transferred to Army Reserve, 241127
under K.R. 362 (ii) (e) (i).
6278716 Drm. C. Bloomfield,
transferred to Army Reserve,
261 1 27 under K.R. 362 (i).
6280090 L/Cpl. W. Knight, "H.Q.," discharged, 51227, under
K.R. 363 (xxi).

It is regretted, that the remainder of the Gazette is
shut out but will be included in the February Number.

MOUTH HYGIENE
26. RUE CAMBON  PARI/

OBTAINABLE AT ALL BRANCHES OF.
MESSRS H E P P E L L S . LONDON.
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Air Force. It has once again been brought up to date and improved.
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WriteEditor,
Depot, The Buffs,
[Canterbury.
Telephone:

513.

JlCCieb "24ecjhrtertf—Queex/s <|)tr>n ^lifCes of gcmctba.
No. 339.

February, 1928.

mHE following letter has been received by
JL MajorGeneral Sir
Guy Bainbridge,
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, from the Danish
Legation ;—
29 Pont Street, S.W.
January 16th, 1928.
Sir,
In obedience to instructions from His
Majesty my King I have the honour to
convey to you His Majesty's best thanks
for your telegram on behalf of the Past
and Present Association of the Buffs on
the occasion of the New Year, and to wish
you and the Association a happy
New Year.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Yours faithfully,
Sd. P. AHLEFEEDT LAURVIG.

Personalia.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur and the Hon.
Lady LyndenBell gave a dance at Stone
Ridge on January 2nd, the anniversary of Sir
Arthur's birthday, twelve Buffs were among
the guests.

Price Sixpence

Lady Vyvyan was the eldest daughter of
MajorGeneral G. E. L. Walker, who was
C.R.E. HongKong when the Buffs were
stationed there in the early eighties; she
married Captain Vyvyan in 1887.
Mrs. Ravenhill is still with Mrs. Blunt at
Ospringe, near Faversham ; she expects her
daughters home this month from Bombay.
Lieut.Colonel J. C. Crookenden has arrived
home from India and taken over Command of
the 2nd Battalion at Aldershot. Colonel
Crookenden is at present on leave.
Lieut.Colonel R. S. I. and Mrs. Friend
and Major H. and Mrs. Hardy have gone to
Bordighera and Major E. C. and Mrs. Norman
to Paris.
We congratulate Lieut.Colonel the Hon.
P. G. Scarlett on his Brevet.
Major E. F. and Mrs. Gould are making
an indefinite stay at Monaco, 9 Boulevard
Prince Pierre, the house they are building at
Ciboure not having made the progress they
hoped.

Those of our readers who were in Singapore
in 1911 will be sorry to learn of the death of
two old friends : Mrs. Ravenshaw (after a long
illness) widow of MajorGeneral H. S. L.
Ravenshaw, who was then D.A.Q.M.G. and
was later killed by an elephant in South
Africa ; and, secondly, MajorGeneral T. E.
Stephenson, who was G.O.C. Straits Settle
ments from 19101914.
General Stephenson died at Gibraltar on
19th January.

Major G. F. Hamilton expects to sail en
route for Bareilly about March 6th.

We deeply regret to record the death, after
a long illness, of Lady Vyvyan and we offer
our sincerest sympathy to Colonel Sir
Courtenay Vyvyan.

Major H. E. and Mrs. Ward have taken
a furnished house near Sandwich, until such
time as the new Secretary's house is completed
at Royal St. George's Golf Club.

Major J. V. R. Jackson has left Canterbury
for the Senior Officers' School, Sheerness.
Major C. S. Field has been selected to take
over command of The Depot from Major
J ackson.
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BrevetMajor F. Whitaker is, we hear,
shortly returning to the Regiment from the
seconded list.

his mind went back to the " happy days in
India and to the old Regiment which taught
me discipline and loyalty to my superiors."

We understand that Captain H. H. C.
and Mrs. Baird purpose proceeding to Hyeres
shortly for a change. Mrs. Baird has not been
at all well lately. Their many friends will
sincerely hope that they will both be back with
us before long all the better for their holiday.

We very much regret to announce the
death of Mr. Catchpole, late SergeantMajor,
and we offer our sincere sympathy to Mrs.
Catchpole and Mrs. Din wood.
Also of William Filmer which occurred at
Hastings on January 4th. Captain V. Newton
Moss, M.C., late the Buffs, with whom W.
Filmer served with in the 1st Battalion in the
war, was present at the funeral. P.C. William
Filmer was a much respected and popular
member of the Hastings Police Force.

We offer our hearty congratulations to Miss
Joyce Dampier Palmer on her engagement to
Mr. C. C. Baldwyn Dorman.
Captain R. Child wishes to thank all those
who have so kindly written to him expressing
their appreciation of the Buffs' Motor Mascot.
He sincerely hopes to receive many more
orders.
The advantages of this mascot are great
and Captain Child trusts that every owner
of one will do his best to further the scheme.
Mr. W. H. Rose, prior to joining the R.M.C.
Sandhurst, yesterday, attended a course at
the School of Education, Shorncliffe.
We hear that Mr. N. E. Hoare will be
coming home on leave from the Sudan next
month.
Mr. C. G. W. Robson has been playing
regularly for the Old Malverians in the Arthur
Dunn Cup.
Owing to pressure of work Mr. Maurice
Hill has not been able to send us this month
his usual article " Records of Other Regi
ments." We hope, however, next month to
continue these more than interesting histories.
We congratulate the Sergeants' Mess at the
Depot on having at their own expense,
renovated the Memorial to several Buffs,
which is erected in the cemetery at St.
Gregory's Churchjard, Canterbury. Visitors
to the Depot will .see this Memorial on
their way to the Depot in Military Road,
about three hundred yards from Barrack
Gate, on the right hand side.
We heartily congratulate Chief Super
intendent P. F. Ambrose, M.B.E., Kent
County Constabulary, on being awarded that
high honour, the King's Police Medal " for
prolonged service, distinguished by very
exceptional ability and merit."
Writing to an officer of the Regiment who
had congratulated him, Mr. Ambrose said

Marriages and Death.
MARRIAGES.

B a i l e y — I V l o v e r l e y . —6282150 Cpl. W. Bailey,

married at Northfieet, Kent, on 10/12/27
to Nellie Maud Moverley.
P i l c h e r — R o g e r s . —6279333 Dmr. T. Pilcher
married at Faversham, 26/12/27, to Louisa
Laurie Rogers.
DEATH.

V y v y a n . —On Jan. 3rd, 1928, at Trelowarren,

Mawgan, Cornwall, Eva Catharine Forestier,
wife of Colonel Sir Courtenay Vyvyan, Bt.
Funeral in London privately. No flowers.

Plum Pudding Fund.
The following subscriptions
received to the above :—
Major E. T. Gould ...
Colonel J. Body
London Branch
H. W. Port, Esq. ...
Captain Harbord
Captain H. L. Cremer
Captain H. Whitfield
Capt. A. E. Loyd Hardcastle
Major W. H. Booth
Mrs. Webster
Ashford Branch
Major F. W. Tomlinson
Colonel R. S. I. Friend
I,t.Colonel J. Crookenden
Major Guy Lee
Dover Branch
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge

have

been
s. d.
0
10
0

0
0
0

2

0

0
10
10

0
0
0

5

0

0
0

0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

10

0

10

0

15 0
6 2

£18 8 2
Onehundredandtwelve puddings were
despatched, varying in size from one to five
pounds, at a cost of £18 8s. 2d.
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Buffs.

GUADELOUPE, 1759, BELLEISLE, 1761 AND PORTUGAL, 1762.

rpHE Buffs remained in either Scotland or
J _ England until 1757, in September of
which year they embarked with several other
regiments for an expedition against Rochefort,
a defended French port. On the 23rd of that
month the Isle d'Aix was battered down by
the fleet and occupied ; but Rochefort was
found to be too strongly fortified, and the
expedition returned having accomplished
nothing.
On the 12th November the Buffs and five
other regiments again embarked. Among
them was the recently formed 2nd Battalion
of the regiment, which had only that very year
become the 61st Foot and is now the 2nd
Bn. The Gloucestershire Regiment. This time
the destination of the expedition was the
French islands in the West Indies. Leaving
Barbados, after a ten day stay, on the 13th
January, 1759, they reached the French island
of Martinique two days later. A landing
was accomplished next day, but the jungle
was found so dense that no enemy could be
located and it was impossible to move the
artillery.
The force was therefore re
embarked and a reconnaissance was made of
St. Pierre, the second town of that island.
This was found to be strongly protected and
the expedition decided to try and capture the
island of Guadeloupe instead.
Guadeloupe in reality consists of two
islands, one being Guadeloupe itself while
the other, the more fertile of the two, is known
as Grand Terre, and it was this latter that was
first attacked. On the 23rd January the town
of BasseTerre was bombarded. Full of the
sugar and rum of the past harvest, the town

soon caught fire ; by nightfall every enemy
battery was silenced and the town was a heap
of blackened ruins. At dawn next day the
troops landed and the elaborate lines of
defence were found abandoned with all guns
spiked. The French Governor, however,
refused to surrender and so much had the
natives and the French inhabitants been
encouraged to resist, that a Madame
Duchesney armed her servants and negros
and led them in person to the attack of the
camp. An ensign of the Buffs actually
received a wound from this part}', from which
he died.
The French still held out in an impregnable
position some six miles from the town of
BasseTerre and our soldiers were spread out
in a series of posts, embracing a circuit of
three miles. Here they suffered terribly from
the climate and lack of rest, and at one time
fully a quarter of the force were on the sick
list. General Hopson, the Commanderin
Chief, himself .was among the sufferers and
later died. His successor, General Barrington,
decided on energetic measures and, leaving
one regiment to guard BasseTerre, embarked
the remainder and landed on Grande Terre.
At this juncture a French fleet was sighted
and the British Commodore felt bound to fall
back on Dominica. Barrington, however, set
to work to destroy the French forces scattered
over the island and to ravage the land. This
he did successfully, and then he returned to
do the same at Guadeloupe. This action
threatened the port by which the French
obtained provisions from the Dutch and in
consequence was strenuously resisted. The
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and wounded, but those of the Buffs are not
French, however, were no match for the
known.
British commanders. Every position that
After the capture of the island, which
they occupied was turned and hurriedly
caused great joy in England and mortification
evacuated, and at last on the 25th April the
in Prance, the Buffs and three other regiments
islanders asked for terms.
were left there in garrison. They were not,
A capitulation was granted on liberal
however, allowed much respite from active
conditions on the 1st May, and Guadeloupe
service. Although in 1762 the British arms
passed for a short time to the British Crown.
were successful in their many and scattered
This took place in the nick of time as a large
campaigns, the French and Spanish monarchs
French reinforcement had arrived that very
decided to carry the war into yet another part
day from Martinique. Hearing of the
of the world. They therefore tried to induce
capitulation the force reembarked and sailed
Portugal to cooperate in measures against
away. In June the Buffs returned to
Great Britain. In spite of her weakness
'England. Their casualties had been 3 officers
owing to a recent earthquake and an
and 17 privates killed, 1 officer died of wounds
attempted rebellion, Portugal stood firm to
and a proportionate number wounded.
her ancient alliance and asked Great Britain
The campaign of Guadeloupe is but little
for help. Two regiments were sent from
known, and it was only in 1909 that the
Ireland and four regiments of infantry and one
regiments engaged in it were granted
of cavalry were at once ordered from Belleisle,
permission to include it among their battle
the Buffs being one of them.
honours. The army at one time was weakened
For a short time they were
with sickness and disheartened
engaged in the Alentejo under
by inactivity. But the energy
the orders of Lieut.General
of one man, General Barrington,
the Earl of Loudoun. Later,
roused it, and his skill, fore
on the 27th August, Brigadier
thought and resourcefulness
General
Burgoyne with the 16th
won from the enemy an island
Light Dragoons and, according
with a harbour large enough
to the historian Cannon, the
to shelter the whole navy of
grenadiers of the Buffs carried
England.
Unfortunately at
out a forced march of 45 miles
the peace of 1763 it was
and surprised the Spaniards in
handed back to the French.
Valencia de Alcantara by
In 1761 the war with France
forcing
the guard and galloping
was still continuing ; fighting
into
the
town, sword in hand
already
taking
place
in
was
followed
by the grenadiers.
Germany, Canada, India, and
The enemy's infantry were
the West Indies, when a further
driven from the houses and
expedition was planned. This
after a terrible slaughter the
time it was against the French
Lieut.Colonel Biddulph.
Spanish regiment of Seville
island of Belleisle in the Bay of
was destroyed and its colours captured.
Biscay, and it sailed under the orders of Major
Later a superior Spanish army advanced
General Hodgson in the spring of 1761, arriving
into
Portugal and the British troops acted as
off the place on the 7th April. The island was
rearguard to the Portuguese Corps. The
naturally strong and had been so well fortified
grenadier company, however, remained with
that an attempted landing failed, and the expedi
General Burgoyne's detachment and on the
tion waited for reinforcements. Four regiments,
5th October was employed in another daring
including the Buffs under Major Biddulph,
adventure. Small parties of ten and twenty
arrived soon afterwards and a second attempt
men were sent by different routes and by night
was decided on. For this, feints were made
to the head of a ravine near Villa Velha.
against the two defended ports, while a footing
Soon after dark 100 English grenadiers, 100
was obtained on the rocks in between, these
royal volunteers, 50 of Burgoyne's dragoons
rocks having been considered by the French
and 50 Portuguese horsemen assembled at the
to be' inaccessible and so left undefended.
rendezvous and by a night march over wild
The attempt was successful and the French
and
unfrequented
tracts succeeded
in
retired into the fortress of Palais. After a
surprising a body of Spaniards encamped in
short delay owing to the impossibility of
the plain of Villa Velha. About two in the
landing heavy artillery consequent on the
morning they rushed the enemy's camp with
continual gales, the British force carried the
fixed bayonets. The shrieks and cries of the
entrenchments by storm, and on the 7th June
wounded and dying, struck down as they lay
the citadel was compelled to surrender. The
in their tents, raised the alarm, but the
British losses amounted to some 700 killed
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Canada.

THE QUEEN'S OWN RIFLES REUNION.

O

N the night of November the 26tli an interesting
military reunion was held in the King Edward
Hotel in Toronto, the occasion being a banquet
attended by members and exmembers of that famous
corps, The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada.
Perhaps the writer may be charged with undue
partiality for these men of the rifle green, but
something must be forgiven liim, for he ouee wore the
sergeant's crossbelt in good old K Company, then
recruited exclusively from students of
Toronto
University.
It is indeed an old regiment, the oldest in the
Militia, some claim, though there are those down by
the sea who would challenge this, tracing their military
history to corps afterwards reorganized.
But age is not everything. Old wine and old cheese
are good, but old butter is not so, necessarily. It is
because the Q.O.R. is not onlv old, but also extremely
alive, that men continue to do honour to it.
We are safe in saying that no single aggregation has
ever done so much for other militia units as has this
one. Its officers, yes, and its n.c.o.'s, and men, have
graduated into other corps all over Canada, vitalizing
them, and bringing tliem up to date. At this notable
banquet old timers foregathered—exprivates, ex
n.c.o.'s, exofficers, and, most notable of all, General Sir
William Otter, exC.O. of most of them. We shall
devote a short separate article to him in this issue, so
no more of him here. From Fenian Raid in the Great
War, the Q.O.R. has been in it all the time. Its men
have shed their blood for their country, bravely and
uncomplainingly, and those in its ranks today are
ready to do so as were ever their forebears.
So here's to the Q.O.R., old but still young, brave
but not truculent, efficient in the past, efficient in the
present, and bound to be efficient in the days to come.
A.T.T.

B a t t l e s o f T h e B u f f s — Continued.

English pressed forward. A body of cavalry
attempted to make a stand but the English
cavalry broke in upon them and cut them
down while the infantry were continuing their
work of destruction. The enemy's magazines
were captured or destroyed ; six cannon, 60
artillery mules, some horses and much baggage
were taken, while their total loss was a
corporal of dragoons and one grenadier killed
and two dragoons and six volunteers wounded.
The Portuguese horsemen failed to keep up
during the night march owing to fatigue.
The enemy were disheartened ; winter
was approaching and the Spaniards fell back
to their own frontiers. During the winter
peace was signed and Minorca, captured by
the French during the war, was handed back
to Great Britain, and the Buffs were sent there
to take possession. That same year General
Sir George Howard was succeeded as Colonel
by General John Crawford, who was followed
in succession by General Ralph Burton, Lord
Amherst and General William Style.
E.F.H.

Gen. Sir Wm. Otter, K.C.B., C.V.O., who lias
reached the age of 84, was entertained by the officers
of the regiment which he formerly commanded, and
of the association of which he is patron, on November
26th. Canon Cody, the padre of the regiment, in
replying to a toast, declared that the history of the
Queen's Own is really the history of the Dominion of
Canada. About 600 present and former members
of the regiment were present. General Otter presented
the association with a silver bugle.
(The Canadian Military Gazette).

War IVlemorial in Washington.
Col. Ralston's Address.
At the recent unveiling of the monument in
Arlington Cemetery, Washington, Hon. Col. Ralston,
Canadian Minister of Defence, made an eloquent
address which is worth reproducing. After dwelling
on the representative character of the assembly he
declared that every feature of the event deepened its
significauce. " The day, with its nevertobe forgotten
memories ; the place, with its wealth of historic and
solemn association; and, above all, our purpose—
to do honor to those who being dead yet speak."
" The day ! Nine years ago," continued the
Canadian minister, " almost to the moment a great
silence fell over 400 miles of battlefront. F'or those
who passed through the experience of that eventful
morning in France the recollection will uevar be
effaced. The uucanuiness, the unreality of that sudden
hush. It was too solemn for cheers. A sense of awe
rather than jubilation filled
men's souls. It meant
that the greatest conflict ever waged between men
was over
That day, because of its importance in
the liistory of the nations, deserves a place in
the calendar of Christian people second only to
Christmas and Easter.
" The place ! This God's acre, where is traced
indelibly in these rows of glorious stones the symbol
of the spirit of this great country and the record of
the nation's sacrifice in the cause of freedom !
" Here history was written, and here men in the
ages to come would read and ponder on the story of
their country. Almost within sight were the homes
of Washington and Dee, and here was the burial place
not only of those who had fought with Dee, but also of
those who had fought in the army of Grant. The
amphitheatre, dedicated after the Great War. was
the crowning act of America to mark appropriately
the resting place of her honored dead ; and to this
place they had brought home the hero who in his
very namelessness, typified the spirit which willingly
submerged individual ambitions in the common cause.
" Canada and the United States were allies in war,
but that was not all.
" We remember today that your brothers in blood
in our own forces and shoulder to shoulder in the ranks,
with out men. endured the toil and the conflict, and we
from Canada, your northern neighbour, come with our
nation's tribute to those who were in the truest sense
our brothers in arms.
" Restless spirits, perhaps they thought them,
rushing on regardless of the consequences, almost too
eager to wait for considered action, keen to be in the
thick of a fight which was not yet theirs, members of
that company of adventurous souls who were ever
pressing up the hill of life, fearful that night would
fall before they had reached the top and seen what lay
beyond. Nearly sixty years had passed .since President
Garfield here had said :
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" I love to believe that 110 heroic sacrifice is ever
lost; that the characters of men are molded, inspired
by what their fathers have done, that treasured up in
American souls are all the unconscious influences of
the great AngloSaxon race. And so it was with these.
Down through the ages the voices of the fathers who
had fought at Creey and Agincourt called to the sons,
and, irrespective of flag,
they heard the call and
answered and were brothers again.
The setting apart of this place for Canada's
memorial recalled the words of Rupert Brooke :
' If I should die, think ouly this of me :
'That there's some corner of a foreign field
That is forever England.'
The European Allies had made this the literal truth
in giving to Canada parcels of ground from the
Channel to the Vosges where lies the mortal dust of
Canadian men. Of the United States, Canada asked
a like privilege, not that a corner be set aside for the
common dead, but that Canada should be permitted
to raise its Stone of Help to keep forever vivid
in American hearts Canada's sense of comradeship,
courage and faithfulness of those sons of the United
States who had joined the Canadian forces.
" We thank you for your quick and generous
response," continued the Canadian minister. "It is
no light thing that you reserve for our mission a port ion
of this sacred ground.
" What," he asked, " could be more meaningful in
the relations between us than the fact that you bring
us in with you to the place where ouly friends may
come, and bestow on us an interest in this, your dearest
national possession ?
The Cross of Sacrifice was the distinctive British
memorial, erected on all known graves where British
men and women lay—those who had died in war
service. It was Canada's universal mark of love and
remembrance. Its simple inscription spoke for Canada.
Erected by the government of Canada in honour
of the citizens of the United States who served in the
Canadian army and gave their lives in the Great War."
Those men had shown the way to understanding
and friendship, and so, concluded the minister, " we,
who earnestly seek to perpetuate the spirit of goodwill
and neighborliness between us. cannot mistake the
message of this cross
Through the days to come
may the two nations represented here never forget the
spirit of this moment nor lose sight of the mutual glory
of this cross, our renewed pledge of brotherhood and
the symbol of a fellowship faithful even unto death.''
(The Canadian Military Gazelle).

Our

Contemporaries.

We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" The Lion and The Rose."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The Sprig of Shillelagh."
" The Tiger and The Sphinx."
" The Oak Tree."
" The Black Diamond."
" On The March."
" The Bugle."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Gunner."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Snapper."
" Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
The China Dragon."
" The Ypres Times."
" British Legion."
" The Leopard."
" The Sapper."
" The Lillywhites' Gazette."

Australia.

i

2.

THE PEOPLE.

P, after reading what I told you about Australia
last
mouth you are still undaunted and
determined to try your luck out there, I would advise
you before sailing, to go either to Australia House in
the Strand or see some emigration authority near where
you live and find out all you can about the country.
And when you have found out all that they can tell
you, take it all with a pinch of salt, for inevitably you
will have presented to you a picture rather more rosy
than fact. I will not say that this picture is painted
for you with any real intent to deceive, but you must
bear in mind that Australia is a very young country,
and young countries produce men extremely proud of
her achievements and who are in many cases quite
blind to any of her faults.
This is more true of
Australia than any other country in the world. To
an Australian, Australia is the very hub of the universe.
In his opinion, 110 other country can compare with his
beloved Aussi. There, in his opinion, is heaven—a
rather empty heaven, he will not deny, but then, so
must the Celestial Kingdom be if we are to believe all
that some padres tell us about the difficulty of gaining
admittance. You will understand, therefore, that the
inhabitants of a country possessing such inflated views
of their own merits are" apt to be rather trying to live
among. We Englishmen take it for granted that we
are the lords of the earth and do not bother to tell
other people so. We just assume that other people
know it and leave it at that but not so Australians.
In their heart of hearts they despise all who are not
Australian born and are excessively proud of every
thing that Australia has ever done or is ever likely to
do. So before you even arrive at Fremautle, if there is
an Australian 011 board your ship, you will have been
regaled with numberless stories of the wonders, the
riches, the exploits and the daring of Australians both
in peace and war.
But beneath this cloak of
effervescent boasting is concealed a heart of gold.
It cannot be denied that Australians as a whole suffer
from inordinately enlarged heads, but in spite of this
are large hearted and generous as well. Many of them
1 have met are the kindest and most hospitable people
in the world and if you have patience with them, and
let them buck (especially about all Australia did in
the War) you will find them a most agreeable people.
Flatter them for all you are worth, butter them up and
encourage them to tell you more. They will tell you
more all right, and more after that, but you will have
got 011 the right side of them, and then they will do
anything in the world for you. But beware of bucking
yourself, even though you have been in many parts of
the world of which they have never heard, and even if
you have seen things which they have never seen, and
perhaps done things which they could never hope to
do. Never mind, even though you may be well nigh
bursting to cap some extra tall yarn you have just
heard with a true one of your own experience—bottle
it up. Swallow, wonder, and ask for more. I hen they
will take you to their hearts, for they are wonderful
bucksticks, but bad listeners.
England, as you know, lias been trying for
generations for the betterment of social conditions ;
Australia, full of unripe and semidigested economic
ideas—is attempting to lav down an enhanced standard
of living for all with the inevitable result that she is
ruining many and damaging expansion and progress
beyond measure. Every day she kills many geese
that might lay golden' eggs, and it is these poor
fledglings
who, if they were not economically killed,
would be the employers of labour and the means of
developing the vast resources of this huge island
continent. Australia, in fact, has suffered for years
from governments that are either frankly socialistic
in their views or perilously near the border line.
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She has suffered, and is still suffering, from a dearth
of
publicspirited
and
personally
distinterested
individuals who are prepared to put the public weal
before their own ambitions. She has a surfeit of loud
voiced, but addlepated orators full of their own
importance and satiated with unfeasible doctrines.
These she has in abundance, but real, sound, honest
and educated leaders of men are rare and far between.
The consequence is that in every State in Australia—
in some more than in others—unworkable schemes
have been passed into law and although, 011 the face
of it, many of these regulations seem like money for
nothing, actually they are stifling the Commonwealth.
Before you left England, you will have been told of
the high wages you can get in Australia—and perfectly
truly. For instance, 110 employer is allowed by law
to pay a man less than the equivalent of £3 10s. Od.
a week, but usually he has to pay more. This sounds
all right for the employee, I know, but the result is that
110 employer will take 011 a man if he can possibly do
without him. I have spoken to fruit farmers who
have told me they have actually given up land they
held because, owing to the high wages, they were
compelled to pay, it did not pay them to work it. A
friend of mine out there showed me a statement of
accounts for an extra fifteen acres or so lie cultivated
for a year. The balance of receipts over expenditure
after twelve months came to only three pounds ! All
the rest had gone in wages. And so, very wisely, he
gave up that extra hit of land and only cultivated what
lie could work himself, unaided. This speaks for
itself.

3. 'YOUR PROSPECTS.
Ill the previous two sections of this article I have
given you an insight into the country and its people,
and now, finally, I will try and give you an idea of the
prospects of an emigrant arriving alone and friendless.
Earlier 011 I warned you against seeking employ
ment in either of the five large towns, and if you do
try for a job in any of these, you will meet with scant
encouragement from any labour organisation, for,
although Australia needs all the Englishmen of the
right type she can get, the various trade unions do not
welcome newcomers and actually regard them as
intruders. This is an extraordinarily shortsighted
policy and is doing infinite harm to Australia—but,
as pointed out earlier, she is a young country and has
much to learn. In the end, no doubt, she will learn,
but like all others, must buy her experience. At
present she is paying very dearly for it.
If you are prepared to do anything at once then
you will find
no difficulty in getting employment in
roadmaking. This is just ordinary navvy work, but
you will draw good wages for it, and moreover, will
not have an opportunity of spending much as long as
you are 011 the job.
There are numerous road
construction schemes in progress now, but there is
actually a shortage of labour. Where I was, gangs of
Italians were employed and were doing very well indeed
because they'work all day and save their pay.
Australians are very keen 011 keeping their country
as pureblooded as possible, and at present actuallv
98% of the total population is of pure British descent,
and they are determined to keep up this high standard
if possible. All other races are looked on with the
greatest disfavour ; so much so that recently, I believe,
the quota of Southern Europeans allowed to land has
been greatly cut down. Soon, therefore, most of the
Italians already there will have disappeared, for verv
few of them intend to stay more than a few years.
But if you go in for roadmaking, then be prepared
to really rough it right out in the bush—out in country
such as I have already described.
If you have any experience of farm work von may
find a farmer who will take you 011. Again," though
I warn you to be prepared to rough it.
If you are a man with a trade or are a skilled
craftsman or mechanic, then, when once you get
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started, you will make good money, for the demand
is greater than the supply.
Whatever kind of work you take up, though, you
will find inevitably, whether you like it or not, you
must join a Trade Union—and once you have joined
you cease to be a free man in that particular trade.
But these organizations have such a grip 011 Australian
life today that no man dare work without joining.
This may not appear to be a very great hardship, but
actually in most cases it is, for most unions are bossed
by foreigners, Irishmen or outandout Bolshies who
do not scruple to declare a strike at every possible
opportunity and 011 the very slenderest pretext. Any
day you pick up an Australian newspaper you will
read of fresh strikes breaking out all over the Common
wealth. Sometimes they last only a day or two, but
frequently for weeks and weeks. And any man in
a Union which has declared a strike who dares to go
back to work will be declared a ' scab '—and once
that dread sentence is passed 011 a man he had better
be quick in getting away. The penalties for disobeying
a strike notice are terrible.
Tliey are as cruel
and relentless as can be devised.
A ' Scab ' is boycotted by all his fellowworkers.
No shop is allowed to supply him or his family with
food or any other necessity or commodity. No one
else is allowed to employ him, and if anyone dares
challenge this edict and gives him a job, then the
employer too, will be declared ' black ' and boycotted.
The wretched ' scab ' will be dismissed from his Union
and not be again allowed to join without paying a large
fine, and if he refuses to do this the Union officials will
see to it that he gets 110 employment in that district.
Thus it is that members of the trades unions are
governed with the barbaric discipline of fear, and their
subscriptions used to further the political ends of
callous and selfseeking adventurers who care nothing
for the welfare of their helpless tools.
The tyrannical power wielded by these self
assertive and regenade strifemongers is a disgrace to
the British Empire and a strangle hold 011 the progress
of this great Commonwealth that should be developing
so rapidly, and but for these troubles, would be able
to offer remunerative employment to tens of thousands
more men and women.
Agriculture and sheepfarming are the two primary
industries of Australia, but to go in for either of these
successfully it is necessary to have a little capital. But
even if you have not any now there is no reason why,
if you are really industrious and thrifty, you should not
save enough to"make a start. Many do, having started
on nothing. If you have any capital, however small,
do not tell anyone about it. Put it in the bank where
it will accumulate, or invest it in giltedged securities ;
then go on a farm or a sheep station, start at the
bottom as a jackaroo or roustabout, learn all you can,
and then after a couple of years or so, you may be fit
to make a start on your own. Those who go out there
and blithely buy land and try to work it without the
knowledge will inevitably crash. And beware of the
glibtongued partner who undertakes to go in with
you and give you the benefit of his experience, for very
sooii you will discover to your dismay that he has the
money and left you with the experience—and a sad
experience at that.
Now throughout this article I have shown you
Australia as it' is. If space allowed I could tell you
a great deal more, but this should be sufficient to give
you an idea of what you may expect.
And in conclusion I would say this :—Australia,
in spite of all its labour troubles, in spite of its many
freak laws, is a country of great promise.
It is
a country offering a free and open air life to anyone
who cares to go out into the blue and rough it, and it
is a country offering good prizes to the hardworking
and thrifty. It has been 'aptly described as " The
Working Man's Paradise." And is, I might add, an
ider's Hell.
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Past and Present Association, The Buffs.

M

INUTES of the 74th meeting of the Regimental
Committee and Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held in
London on Wednesday, 4th January, 1928, at
10.30 a.m.

Present:—

MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.
(in the Chair).
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Lt.Colonels J. Crookenden, D.SO. and R: S. I.
Friend, D.S.O.
Majors F. W. Tomlinson, G. D. Hickman, G. Lee,
D.S.O. and J. V. R. Jackson.
Captain C. J. Wood, M.C.
MINUTES.—The minutes of the last meeting were
passed and signed by the Chairman.

Regimental Committee.

DRESS

REGULATIONS.—A

letter from the 1st
Battalion agreeing to a grant of £5 from the Mess
Funds of the battalion towards the cost of publication,
was read and noted, it being understood that the
battalion would be responsible for the recovery of the
sum from officers purchasing copies of the Regulations.
It was decided that 200 copies should be printed.
ALLIED, REGIMENT.—It was decided that the title
" The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada " should in future
be included in the block produced at the top of the first
page inside The Dragon.
REGIMENTAL CREST.—It was decided that a letter
should be sent to Officers Commanding Battalions
together with a reproduction of the approved Crest of
the Regiment, expressing the hope of the Committee
that all branches of the battalions would adopt this
crest on note paper, cards, etc., etc.

DRAGON CLUB DINNER, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20TH.

A tender received from The Metropole Hotel to provide
the dinner in the Whitehall Rooms at 32/6 per head,
was considered.
It was decided to accept same
provided cocktails before, whisky, brandy and soda
after dinner be provided, for if necessary an additional
charge not exceeding 2/6 per head.

Past and Present Association.
FINANCE.—A GRANT OF £5 towards the expenses in

connection with the formation of the Regimental
Museum was approved.
The following grants and pensions, subject to
review, were approved :—
(1) Mr.
, grant £\ ; (2) Mr.
, £4 ; (3)
Mrs.
, pension £3 per quarter ; (4) Mrs.
, £3
per quarter (pending receipt of Old Age Pension).
CASES HAVING occurred of men already in receipt of
assistance from the Benevolent Fund appealing direct
to officers and others for help. It was decided that
a notice should he published in The
Dragon
recommending all to refer such appeals to the Secretary
of the Association before complying with the applicants
request.
BRANCHES.—It was unanimously decided that
a letter of thanks should be sent to Colonel Body
approving of his proposal to establish a Branch of the
Association in the Weald.
PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION DINNER.—It was
decided to invite Branch Representatives to attend the
next Executive Committee meeting to discuss the
venue for this dinner.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING.—It was decided that
the next meeting should be held at The Depot on
Saturday, 4th February at 5 p.th.

DISBURSEMENTS.
During the period 18/12/27 to 18/1/28 the following
disbursements have been made :—
£ s. d.
1927.
...
2 0 0
22. Loan
...
0 15 0
22. Grant
...
1 0 0
22. Grant
...
2 0 0
23. Loan
...
1 0 0
23. Grant
1 0 0
23. Grant
...
0 10 0
23. Grant
1 0 0
23. Grant
...
2 0 0
23. Grant
1 10 0
23. Grant
...
0 .10 0
23. Grant
...
2 0 0
24. Grant
...
0 0 9
29. Bus fare
...
1 10 0
30. Grant
...
2 0 0
30. Grant
...
0 10 0
30. Grant
1928
1 0 0
Jan. 2. Grant
1 0 0
2. Grant
1 10 0
2. Grant
3 0 0
2. Grant
1 0 0
3. Grant
...
2 0 0
3. Grant
1 0 0
6. Grant
...
1 0 0
6. Loan
4 0 0
9. Grant
... . .
1 0 0
9. Grant
0 2 6
13. Grant
4 10 0
13. Loan
3 0 0
13. Grant
1 0 0
16. Grant
1 10 0
16. Grant
0 10 0
16. Grant
0 15 0
17. Grant
...
1 0 0
18. Grant
0 1 0
18. Grant

DONATIONS.
During the period 18/12/27 to 18/1/28 the
donations have been received:—
£
0
Captain R. Child
0
W. Elvey, Esq.
0
W. H. Clarke, Esq. ...
0
Col. F. W. Bradley Dyne
1
Captain Vallange
0
Captain E. Smith
0
D. W. Hendin, Esq. ...

following
s. d.
5 0

2 0
2 0
12 0
5

0

2 0
2 0

NEW MEMBERS.
During the period 18/12/27 to 18/1/28 the following
new members joined the Association :—
F. M. Murphy, R. J. Collis, S. H. Kirk, G. Hartland,
E. C. Wills, H. Myers, A. Debling, E. F. Bozman,
S. H. Follett, E. Venn, C. H. Piper, F. Jaggers, W. A.
Ricketts, E. Maynard, E. Dungate, W. Green, R.
Paine, J. E. Giles, C. Christmas, L. Mortley, W. J.
Coleman, H. Foreman, F. J. Abbott, F. M. Amos,
J. E Bennett, F. Blythe, H. J. Bickley, E. Caswell,
E. Fennell, G. Fynn, T. Gascoygne, J. Forman, P.
Graves, N. Greenstreet, B. Hannaford, E. F. Hollands,
P. J. Mack, W. T. Marsh, H. J. Tripp, J. Thompson,
C. A. Sheaff, N. F. Woolhouse, J. Sherwood, R. King,
W. C. Page, H. Martin, J. Marsh, D. Phillips,
H. Durman, R. Joyner.
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Ashford Branch.
'L'lie Branch meeting was held on the 14th January at the Invieta
Hotel. A good muster turned up and a very enjoyable evening was
spent. Colonel Findlay was present and spoke on the progress the
Association was making which the members were pleased to hear.
We are still increasing our membership : eight new members were
enrolled this month.
It was proposed by Mr. G. Carley and seconded by Mr. Marsh :
" that the delegate be instructed to support that the Annual Dinner
be held at Ashford."
The following rendered harmony during the evening: Messrs.
Keene, Davies, Clifford, Keefe, Hopkins Barnes and Huntley.

Dover Branch.
The third General Meeting was held at the Drill Hall, "D" Coy.,
4th Bn. The Buffs, on the 5th January, 1928. The Chair was taken
by Major F. W. Foster.
It was decided that a Register should be opened for the purpose
of enrolling those members who were out of work so that attempts
could be made to bring to the notice of employers of labour in Dover
that the Branch had such a roll and would be very pleased if assistance
could be given with a view to placing them.
Mr. Decort, of Bench Street, who is locally well known as an
expert in the matter of Whist Drives very kindly offered to run
a Drive in the Town Hall, Dover, on the 7th February, 1928, on behalf
of the Dover Branch. This was accepted and we are very grateful
to Mr. Decort for his kindness and everything points to a bumper night
on the 7th.
Five new members were enrolled.
The remainder of the evening was spent in the Billiard room, where
songs were sung by friends introduced by Mr. Hogben.

London Branch.
THE BRANCH.—The London Branch was formed oil the 15th of

January, 1927 and wellattended meetings have regularly been held
each month during the past year. Reports of these meetings have
appeared in The Dragon. The keeping in touch with each member
of the Branch by the circulation of the Agendas and Branch Notes has
stimulated interest and proved beneficial.
MEMBERSHIP.—A roll of 137 members of the Bast and Present
Association of the Buffs was furnished by Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E.
and consolidated the London Branch on its formation. Owing to the
untiring efforts and energy displayed by our more than indefatigable
Hon. Secretary—Mr. Aingc—the names and addresses of 338 additional
old Buffs were obtained and out of this number 146 have become active
members of the Association. This is a record the Branch feels justlv
proud of.
The TOTAL membership of the Branch is now 283 and ALL are
members of the Past and Present Association. It is, however, to be
regretted there are still 200 old Buffs resident in the area who are not
members and the Committee earnestly entreats these old Buffs to join
at once and thus become members of the LONDON BRANCH.
EMPLOYMENT.—The Committee offers its sincere thanks to the
members for their wholehearted support and zeal in this allimportant
question of finding work for those men who need it. The problem is
not easy, but, nevertheless, permanent employment has been found for
a good number of men and temporary employment for others. From
experience gained during the past year your Committee has under
consideration a scheme whereby, it is hoped even better results will be
obtained.
BENEVOLENT FUND.—This fund is entirely administered by the
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE at Canterbury, except in urgent cases, when
the Branch can act from a fund placed in their hands by the
EXECUTIVE Committee for this special purpose. Most of the appeals
are made direct to the Executive Committee and it is noted that the
majority of appeals are from men who are not members of the
Association and are unknown to either the Executive Committee or the
London Branch. All appeals are investigated and reports furnished
to the Executive Committee. In a large number of cases the appeals
are genuine, and in a good many eases they are not. The wish of the
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE that " no deserving"case shall be turned down "
is, however, always borne in mind. The BRANCH COMMITTEE are in
agreement with the EXECUTIVE COMMITTER that the question of
"grants" should be considered in the light of past experience, and
respectively offer the suggestion, that such grants be restricted to
members of the Past and Present Association or to exceptional cases
where a man has served the regiment with distinction. Cases may
arise where appeals may be received from men who left the regiment
before the Association was formed which can be dealt with as they
occur.
FINANCE.—The accounts of the BRANCH have been audited up to
the 31st December, 1927 and a Credit balance of £12 2s. 41d. is shown.
The Balance is on the table for inspection by all who desire"to see it.
SOCIAL FUNCTIONS.—During the past year a successful" Albuhera "
supper was arranged at which over 60 members sat down. During
the Depot Cricket Week 62 members made the long journey from
London and took part in the march to the Cathedral for the Memorial
Service to pay homage to the memory of our fallen comrades. The
Annual Dinner of the Past and Present Association was a great success
and 120 members of the London Branch attended. The Branch
Committee has cause for congratulating the members on these fine
efforts and trusts that next year the numbers will be even greater.

APPRECIATION.—The London Branch desires to place on record its
high appreciation of the hospitality and generosity of Mr. Lovie, whose
initial help in placing at the disposal of the members a room for meet
ings enabled the Branch to be formed.
It cannot pass over in this report the excellent work done by the
Hon. Secretary, Mr. Aingc. The entire administrative work falls upon
his shoulders and when it is considered that the Branch has been dealing
each month with a roll of over 500 old Buffs, and the labour involved
is carried out in his spare evenings after a hard day's work, it is thought
that this is too much to expect from voluntary effort. Your Com
mittee are considering ways and means whereby "some small monetary
allowance might be made and a resolution dealing with this matter will,
in due course, be placed before the Branch.
Our grateful thanks are also due to the EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE for
their interest and support without which the Branch could not exist.
FINAL SUMMARY.—In closing this report, the Branch Committee
thanks the members for their loyal support during the past year. It
looks forward to the ensuing year with confidence and optimism and
trusts that it will be a year full of promise and real result. Only by
sticking together, helping one another, remembering the traditions
and espritdecorps of our regiment, and still further cementing the
friendship of days gone by, can this be obtained. Also it behoves each
one to get others to join the Association remembering at all times our
famous slogan " ONCE A BUFF—ALWAYS A BUFF."
Signed on behalf of the Committee,
J. E. ENUIGHT, Capt.
Chairman, London Branch.

The first annual meeting was held on the 21st February, 1928
at the Windsor Castle Hotel, with Captain IJnright in the Chair. The
Branch was privileged to welcome MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lyndeu
Bell, K.C.B., K.G.C.B., Col. H. Findlay, C.B.E., Major Hamilton
Mr. Haggard, Mr. Dare, R.S.M. Vaughan and representatives of the
2nd Battalion from Aldershot. There was a record attendance, over
120 members being present.
The minutes of the last meeting were confirmed, and important
correspondence read, including a letter from Major Foster, Chairman
of the Dover Branch, inviting the London Branch to a shooting
match in the summer.
The Annual Report, which was in the hands of each member, was
adopted. The Balance Sheet showing a Branch credit on the 31st
December. 1927, of £12 2s. 4.1d. was passed round for inspection.
General Sir Arthur L.vndenBell spoke of the real pleasure it gave
him to be present that evening and considered the numbers present
constituted a record. He warned the Branch to think of quality
before quantity and to ensure that each one joining had the
real ' Buff ' spirit.
Colonel H. Findlay mentioned it would be a good thing if
the Annual Report could be circulated to every nonmember Buff in
London and there must be many hundreds of such men. lie thought
too, it would have been better if the numbers of men who have been
found employment had been stated and he knew there were quite
a number. He thanked the Branch for its donation of £2 to the
' Pudding ' Fund and gave details of their distribution. The Colonel
also mentioned the work done by the Chairman, Hon. Secretary and
Treasurer, and said that if he did not know otherwise, he would have
thought their whole time was devoted to the work of the Branch,
instead of each being employed at their normal daily work.
He thanked the Branch for all they were doing and had done.
The question of the venue of the Annual Dinner was discussed.
The Chairman suggested it would be good to have it in the form of
a cycle of towns where Branches were established, but this did not
find a great deal of support. Colonel Findlay spoke of the advantages
of Ashford and its train facilities not only for London, but for all Kent.
The chief objection to holding it outside London appeared to
be ' success would be doubtful as proved when the dinner was held
at Canterbury.' Secondly, as the members of the Loudon Branch
travel in good strength to Canterbury for the Memorial Service, it is
not unreasonable to ask those residing in Kent to travel to London
for the Annual Diimcr iu like numbers. The Chairman was
left powers of discretion to vote at the Executive Meeting for the
dinner to be held in London if possible—or a preference to be given
to London.

BRANCH NOTES.

Well done, London Branch—what a record gathering ! We had
George Eaton for the first time and several new members. Major
General Sir Arthur was given a rousing send off as he left the room
after the meeting. Colonel Findlay was looking much better in health
than when we last saw him. It is jolly good of Major Hamilton and
others of the 2nd Battalion to visit us and we feel sure they enjoy it.
We are paying them a visit on the 29th January, but next month's
Dragon will tell you all about the good time we are going to have.
Our Ladies' Night is to be ' some' night and as accommodation is
limited to 110, there will be some disappointments for those who
think of turning up at the door. Tickets 6/ from Mr. H. Burt. 131
Peekliam Rye, S.E. 15.

7TH BATTALION NOTES.
" Simply wonderful 1" said MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden
Bell when informed that 21 members of the 7th Battalion were present
at the meeting. They are a flue body of real Buffs and it is a pleasure
to see the way they liang together. No wonder they were a jolly fine
Battalion in France and earned an everliving name in our book of
memories. Their esprit de corps must have been the result of
magnificent training and real comradeship. Good luck to all <>f them.
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Correspondence.
DANCE.
Dear .Sir,
A number of Buffs were present at Sir Arthur and
the Hon. Lady Lvnden Bell's house on January 2nd,
the anniversary of Sir Arthur's birthday.
It was in the middle of that spell of hard weather,
which covered the country with snow, but the fiat had
gone forth that the dance would take place.
It was astonishing to see the number that managed
to reach Stone Ridge that night.
The change from the cold and misery outside to
the warmth of welcome, and all creature comforts
inside, was too great to need comment.
To describe the dance in detail would take too
much precious space in The Dragon, but I need only
say that everybody left having thoroughly enjoyed
themselves.
The following were amongst those present :—
Colonel and Mrs. Bradley Dyne, Mr. and Mrs. Penling
ton, Miss Tylden Patterson, Captains Hamilton and
Wood, Messrs. Rose, King, Botley, Nicholson, Lynden
Bell, Parry Williams and Parry (R.F.)
Yours truly,

ONE WHO WAS PRESENT.

The Editor, " The Dragon."

POLICE.
Sir,

I am discontinuing my subscription towards The
Dragon through the post and taking it through S. M.
Stroud, of Dover. I am endeavouring to dispose of
January, 1928 number to a friend and will write you
the result later. I am enclosing two snaps of lst/4th
Battalion The Buffs at Bareilly in India, 191619,
where now the 1st Battalion is stationed. I have
also a number of snaps of other places in India,
especially Calcutta, which is connected in 1895 with
the 1st Battalion I believe. If they are of any use
they are at your disposal.
Seeing that you are
interested in police in your January, 1928 number,
I am sending you a few from the 4th Battalion now
serving in various forces overleaf. I cannot give their
complete records.
I am also sending my 1927 Dragons to be bound
today.
62 Longfield Road,
Yours,
Dover.
J. DEAL.
L/Sgt. Deal : 1/4th Bn., 1914'19 4 P.C. Serving.
Pagg : 4th Bn. during
P.Sgt. ditto.
Taylor : Boer War
P.C., Dover.
Cpl.
Fok: 1 /4th Bn., 191419 J P.C., Metropolitan.
Bedwell:
1P.C.,
ditto.
Pte.
Arter :
P.C., Police.
Sgt.
Jones:
P.C., Eastbourne.
Cpl.
Pay :
P.C., Folkestone.
Sgt.
Wood : also Staffordshire
J
Regt.
jIn the
Pte.
Wood: l/4th Bn. The Buffs )
Midlands.

J
J

J

Well Sir, I wish you, all readers of The Dragon and
all old chums in the 1st and 2nd Battalions a happy
New Year and the best of luck in 1928.
I
14 London Place,
Bath.

remain, Sir,
Yours truly,
A. C. LETTS.

To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
Please find enclosed P.O. 8/ o/a my subscription
to The Dragon for 1928.
One of my proudest memories is in the fact that
I have been and am a Buff and to you and all my fellow
Buffs I wish all that they themselves would wish in
1928.
78 Windsor Road,
Yours very sincerely,
Forest Gate.
A. S. PETERS, Lt.
3/5th The Buffs (T.F.) (attd.) 7th (1917),
now (T.F.) Reserve of Officers.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
Will you kindly forward me the Regimental paper
each month, for which find P.O. for 6/. I would like
if possible to have last November and December
numbers, as owing to being so far away I was unable
to get them. Give my kind regards to all old Buffs
at Depot. I am not settled here, but will notify you
an}' change of address.
27 Collingwood Street,
Yours faithfully,
Carlisle.
E. B. HILLS,
Late C.O.M.S.. 1st Bn. The Buffs.

Matters of Interest.
WAR OFFICE APPOINTMENT.
MajorGeneral G. S. Give, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.,
has been appointed Director of Personal Services at
the War Office, in succession to MajorGeneral G. J.
Farrnar, C.B., C.M.G., and will take up his duties on
19th May, 1928.

SOLDIER SETTLERS IN CANADA.
It is officially stated that a special Agricultural
Course of training of four months' duration will begin
at the Army Vocational Training Centre, Chisledon
Camp, Swindon, during the first week of January for
soldiers desiring to settle in Canada after their discharge
from the Army. Special arrangements have been made
with the Canadian authorities under which they will
undertake to place approximately 300 Chisledontrained
men in suitable agricultural employment in the middle
of 192S, and to' guarantee them aftercare for five
vears. Soldiers thus accepted for settlement will be
given reasonable latitude for selecting the part of
Canada (with the exception of British Columbia) in
which they desire to settle.

SOLDIERS IN PLAIN CLOTHES.
GOOD WISHES, ETC.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Sir,
Enclosed please find Order Form duly completed
and P.O. value 8/ (eight shillings) being my
subscription to The Dragon for the remainder of the
present year. I regret delaying my order, but having
been so busy just lately, it completely slipped my
memory.
I trust the New Year will bring forth the realization
of your ambition, i.e., may the monthly circulation
come up to 5,000 and over.

It is officially announced that in view of the
continued improvement in the conduct of soldiers, the
Arinv Council has decided to extend the privilege of
wearing plain clothes when offduty (hitherto reserved
for officers, warrant officers and N.C.O.'s not below
the rank of sergeant), to noncommissioned officers
below the rank of sergeant and to men of good
character when on furlough or pass, and also when
" walkingout " at their station. The privilege, which
will be granted at the discretion of commanding officers,
will come into effect forthwith, and will thus be avail
able for all ranks while on Christmas leave.
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Hound and About.
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Whenever I sit down (at the eleventh
hour) to compile these notes I say to
myself " For heaven's sake, keep off the
weather. Remember that whatever you
say will have already been said thousands of times
already in this country and in tropical places it will
bore them to death to read what you think about snow,
sleet, fog or rain, that is to say about English weather."
And I do try to steel myself against the temptation to
do so. I know it is very unoriginal to refer to the
peculiarities of our climate, but who is original in that
connection ? What's more I have a feeling that some
comments 011 weather have been heard even in Bareilly.
1 he fact is that we are all tremendously affected by
the weather, as the umbrella manufacturer remarked
feelingly, during a drought.

ETERNAL
TOPIC.

*

*

*

with the shortest day well behind" the
hopes of most people in this country begin to soar.
I cannot honestly say that there are many signs of
Spring yet to be seen, but observant people inform me
that the birds are mating. The great thing to me is
to have tea in daylight again. The First Class Cricket
Fixture List has been issued at Lord's and men are
talking about the Cup Final.
*

*

*

*

A FALSE
RUMOUR.

I am able to give a categorical denial to
the report in circulation that St. Paul's
Cathedral is to be pulled down in order
to provide a Greyhound Racing Track for city clerks.
*

*

*

*

MARCH
HARES.

People in London in search of a merry
play acted magnificently by an almost
allstar cast, should go to see " March
Hares " now at the Criterion Theatre. If something
with music as well as merriment is needed I can
thoroughly recommend " Oh Kay ! " at His Majesty's.
The story is poor, even for a musical show, but Miss
Gertrude Lawrence is worth going miles to see and
hear. She is the funniest comedienne I have seen since
Violet Lorraine in " Bing Boys " days, but her methods
are quite different.
*

*

*

*

RIGHT OFF
THE MAP.

Again I find it necessary to recommend
the latest work of Mr. C. E. Montague,
who wrote " Fiery
Particles " and
"Rough Justice." His last novel "Right off the
map " is well up to the standard of its predecessors
and contains much that will particularly appeal to
soldiers, about whose ways and point of view the author
seems to have unusual knowledge. The story concerns
an imaginary state at war with its equally imaginary
neighbour.
*

THE NEW
SHAKESPEARE
MEMORIAL
THEATRE.

#

*

OUT OK
EVU

The recent calamitous flood
of the
Thames in London had one good result
that seems to have passed unnoticed.
Phe newspaper reports called attention to the
inundation of the basement of the Tate Gallery. At
first it seemed that many Turner water colours were
damaged. This happily appears to have been much
exaggerated. It was also mentioned that the new
mural decorations in the Refreshment Room by Mr.
Rex Whistler had been damaged.
I do not yet know
how great the damage is. but at any rate it cannot be
irreparable and when the damage has been made good
no doubt hundreds of people will go to the Tate Gallery
and refresh themselves in the basement and see how
delightful a rather dingy underground chamber can
be made by a brilliant young artist.

*

HIGH HOPES. Having turned the corner of the year,

*

As soon as I saw the published design
for the new theatre at Stratfordon
Avon I realised that there would he no
dearth of protests against it. What,
in fact, did surprise me was the almost
universal chorus of praise in the Press. Two things
seem to me to be certain about it. First that it is
a building designed as a theatre and second that it is
not just a cowardly copy of some thoroughly popular
period of architecture. Until this theatre was designed
we had 110 theatre in England which could be looked
at from any distance. London theatres usually consist
of an ornate facade giving 011 to an important street
and the sides and back are usually cheaply finished
off
and hidden in alleys and poky little streets.
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Officers' Dress Regulations.

T is hoped that the completed regimental dress
regulations will be available shortly, but it is
thought that, in the meantime, it may be convenient
to reprint those which were published in The Dragon
for May, 1927.
*

*

*

*

Regimental Tailors : Sandon and Co., 8 Saville
Row, W. 1 ; Hawkes and Co., 1 Saville Row, W.l.
(Note.—As it is realised that officers may prefer to deal
with other tailors, Messrs. Sandon and Hawkes
have been instructed to furnish full particulars as
to cut and to supply material 011 demand).

SERVICE DRESS.
Breeches : (dismounted officers) : " plus fours."
Actual length of turnover, 2" to 4" below the
point of the kneecap (A.O. 234, 1925).
Note.—As the continuation is invisible it is
considered immaterial whether it is fastened
by buckle, lace or buttons.
Shirt : Viyella 1724 ; collar detachable (pointed
ends, pattern with Hawkes) ; no pockets ;
3 buttons in front ; buttons on wristband.
Tie: knitted silk, plain pearl; breadth H"
(pattern with Hawkes).
Gloves : brown dogskin ; stitched outside ; one
button.
Whistle and strap : Government pattern; to be
attached to top button of jacket and carried in
right pocket.
Note.—A Lanyard will not be worn.
Boots : brown, plain toecap.

MESS DRESS.
Jacket : shoulder straps stitched ; badges of rank
not polished (sketch with Sandon and Hawkes).
Waistcoat : buttons not more than 2* or less than
li" apart (sketch).
Overalls : cloth strap under.
Collar: height not less than If"; turned back;
square points.
Tie : black satin ; breadth 1£* to If".

GENERAL.
Blue jumper: standup collar with white collar
within ; 4 pockets (buttons on breast pockets
only). No badge ; badges of rank polished ;
3 buttons on cuff (no buttonholes).
Overalls : same as for mess dress.
Spurs : hunting pattern—short ; strap ;
shield
rounded edge.
Cane : short Malacca with round silver knob ;
badge embossed (Jas. Richardson, 10/6).
Mackintosh : Cordihgs "Sendee" pattern (with
belt).
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The Buffs Golfing Society.

M

EMBERS will have noticed from the revised
edition of the pamphlet that the majority were
in favour of Rule VI. being altered to permit of ties
being played off on the second afternoon of the
meeting—only one
member, in fact, expressed
disapproval at this step being taken. So the Easter
meeting will see the new arrangement put to in
practice, and no doubt members will then freely
express their opinion on it.

ALTERATIONS TO FIXTURE LIST.
Owing to some slight alterations having been made
in the fixture
list recently circulated, it is as well to
publish it in its revised form. Here it is :—
Date.
Feb. 19.

Opponents.
Nat. Provincial Bank (E. Kent Branch) at
Canterbury.
Mar. 11. Folkestone.
17. Littlestone.
31. The War Office Golfing Society at Aldershot.
April 1. Aldershot Command.
21 and 22. Spring Meeting at Littlestone.
May 6. Rye.
13. Wrotliam Heath.
17. H.Q. Eastern Command.
18. Royal Ashdown Forest.
20. Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment at
Rye.
Sept. 8. Knole Park.
16. Heme Bay.
Oct. 6. Canterbury.
7. Royal East Kent Yeomanry at Canterbury.
17 aud IS. Autumn Meeting at Royal St.
George's, Sandwich.
19. Royal St. George's.
20. Royal Cinque Ports Golf Club, Deal.
Next month full particulars of the Easter Meeting,
to take place at Littlestone on April 21st and 22nd,
will be published. In the meantime it is hoped that
as many members as possible will make a note of these
dates and come to the meeting if they possibly can.
Littlestone, given good weather, is a charming little
spot. The Hotel is within a stone's throw of the sea,
and, given a good attendance, the Society will be in
complete possession of it: in any case every room lias
been already booked provisionally. Also the course is
an excellent one and not too severe either in its length
or hazards.
With the opening of a new season the Hon.
Secretary takes the opportunity of asking members
wishing to play in any of the matches mentioned, to
notify him as soon as possible.
There is room
for a certain proportion of long handicap players in all
of them, so that the question of handicap need not arise
as regards asking for a place in any match.
As already notified, all correspondence relating to
the Society should be addressed, until further notice,
to Mr. R. M. Bourne, Rose Cottage, Sandwich, who
has very kindly offered to act for Captain Baird during
his absence.
Guttie Ball Golf.
The conclusion, drawn by the Morning Post and
uoted in the J anuary Dragon, that the guttie
ball favours the more experienced player was reached,
evidently, in complete ignorance of the facts. It is
quite certain that no conclusion ol' any kind could be
drawn from a match played under such conditions,
except that hardihood may still prevail over the
elements, or, to put it differently, folly over common
sense.

Nobody who was at Sandwich on Boxing Day and
Bank Holiday could ever forget the strength of the
gale that blew from the nortlieast, nor, on the second
day,
its
penetrating
iciness.
Experienced
and
inexperienced alike, when playing into the wind, were
striving to do those holes in under ten—and not always
succeeding. It certainly was not golf, and the only
lesson learnt from the guttie ball is that it does not
last half a round and, therefore, in the long run is more
expensive than the rubbercore.
The amusing side of this foursome competition at
St. George's was that Major Tomlinson and his partner
reached the final round without playing a game and
thus, as runners up, became entitled to a prize !
F.W.T.

Supplementary Reserve.
Training Concessions to Officers.
It is officially announced that, in order to suit the
varied circumstances of officers of the Supplementary
Reserve in civil life, the period of preliminary training
lias been shortened and the regulations for annual
training made more elastic, in the case of officers
commissioned in Category B on or after 1st January,
1928. Under the new regulations the periods of
preliminary training will be as follows :—
(1) In the Cavalry and Royal Tank Corps, two months
for officers holding Certificate "B" Officers'
Training Corps ; three months for those holding
Certificate "A" Officers' Training Corps, and
four months for those who do not hold either
of these Certificates.
(2) In the Foot Guards and Infantry, one mouth for
those holding Certificate "B" ; two months for
those holding Certificate "A" and three months
for those who do not hold either Certificate.
The preliminary training may be carried out in one
continuous period" or spread over a maximum period
of four years, provided, in the latter case, not less than
one month's training is carried out in any one year and
that the training is carried out in the first and following
years consecutively. Further, to suit candidates for
commissions who forsee that they may not be able to
carry out the three weeks' annual training laid down
for certain arms, this annual training may be reduced
to one week in each year or two weeks in alternate
vears, provided that the periods of preliminary training
specified are extended by three months in each case.
In addition, Officers may draw pay when attending
courses or voluntary training, subject to the approval
of the G.O.'s C.inC. up to a total period of 56
davs in any two consecutive years subsequent to the
year in which preliminary training is completed.

Notice.
Cases having occurred of men who have served
the Regiment' and who have already received
assistance from the Benevolent Fund appealing direct
to officers and others for assistance, without informing
them that tliev have already been helped from the
Regimental Fund. The Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association strongly recommend
that such appeals should not be acceded to without
first referring them to the .Secretary of the Past and
Present Association.
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The 1st Battalion.
p H E activities of
I
Bareilly week kept
many of us pretty well
occupied during the earl}'
part of December, the first
day being spent in a cricket
match against the station,
but owing to Mr. Foster
and Mr. Oliver being in
hospital, the strength of
our
side
was
much
diminished and we were
badly beaten.
In the polo tourna
ment on the Monday, our
side met Gymkhana, with
the result as described below by the Pioneer.
r

GYMKHANA VICTORY.

In the second match of the day the Buffs
met Bareilly Gymkhana, the teams being :—
THE BUFFS
Mr. Boucher, Capt. Reid,
Mr. Coates and Mr. Fox (back).
BAREILLY GYMKHANA.—Major Ramsden,
Captain Barthrop, Lieut.Colonel Reed and
Mr. Clark (back)'
The Gymkhana, who conceded half a goal
to the Buffs, began with a menacing attack
and soon had the Buffs on the defensive.
Colonel Reed scored the first goal for his side.
In cleverly meeting a hit out, Colonel Reed,
with a long shot, added yet another goal for
the Gymkhana.
In the second period no further goals were
scored.
In the third period, which was undoubtedly
the best, the Buffs actually took the offensive
and at times looked like scoring. There was
a critical moment when Mr. Fox, in hitting
out, lost his stick, but Mr. Coates just saved
in time.
The fourth chukker was a walkover for
the Gymkhana, Colonel Reed scoring their
third goal, Major Ramsden the fourth and
Captain Barthrop the fifth.
Final score ; Gymkhana, 5 ; The Buffs,
It is interesting to note that this is the
same team as represented the Subalterns at
Gibraltar last year and it is only fair to add
that at present we are very handicapped by
lack of trained ponies. This is a matter that
only time and a great deal of patience and
hard work can remedy, but next season should
show better results.
The concert party who gave two
performances—Tuesday
and
Thursday—
exceeded our most sanguine expectations and
put on a really splendid show that went with

a swing from beginning to end. It may sound
a backhanded compliment to say. that this
was partly due to all encores being cut out;
but there is no doubt it is always better to
leave an audience wanting more, though
possibly a little galling to the individual
performer, to whom the plaudits of the crowd
are as music in his ears.
PROGRAMME.
I. A VARIETY ENTERTAINMENT.
1. Overture
THE BAND
2. An Impersonation of Mr. George Robey

MR. P. R. IT. FOX

3. Song—" Valley of Laughter "
MRS. WILLIAMS
4. Sonic Fooling...MR. BOUCHER & BD. SGT. MEAKIN

5. Song—" Siciliana " from " CaValeria Rusticana "

CAPT. T. R. REID

6. Songs—(a) " Wake up "
 (b) " Cloud Boats " MRS. HOWARD SMITH
SGT. RIGS, R.A., and a Piano.
8. Song—" Me and My Shadow "
SGT. Goss
9. Comedian—" The Umpteenth Bandit "
10. More Fooling...MRS. WILLING & SGT. RIGGS, R.A.
11. A Naughty (cal) Russian Interlude

CAPT. T. R. REID

12. Shades of Colonel Bogey

MR. FOX, MR. BOUCHER, BD.SGT. MEAKIN, SGT. GOSS
13. Illuminated

Club

(not

lead)

Swinging

MRS. LEACH

14.

Intermission—Selections by
THE BAND
Accompanists : MRS. PAD FIELD ; SGT. RIGGS, R.A.
Musical Director : MR. F. L. LEACH, A.R.C.M.,
Bandmaster.
II. FIVE BIRDS IN A CAGE.
A Play in One Act by
G. Jennings.

CHARACTERS :

Susan, Duchess of Wiltshire ... MRS. G. A. PADFIELD
Nellie, A Modiste's Assistant ... MRS. N. G. WALE
Lord Porth
CAPT. T. R. REID
Horace, the Liftman ...
... MR. P. R. IT. Fox
Bert, a Workman
MR. V. BOUCHER
Scene : A lift on the London underground.
Time : Evening.
The Play produced by the Rev. G. A. Padfield.
Scenery by Sgt. Louth and the Pioneers.
Assistant Stage Manager : Cpl. Cox.

Mr. Fox, in his wellknown impersonation
of George .Robey, scored the opening hit (for
of course, everyone always takes the baud for
granted) and put the house in a real good
humour. Mrs. Williams gave a tasteful
rendering of her piece, to be followed by
Mr. Boucher in a ' neat evenin' suitin ' who
made at least one member of the audience
momentarily gasp with apprehension as he
started in a throaty tenor " Sing me songs of
Araby." But it was alright after all, for Sgt.
Meakin, dressed in a preposterous rig with an
enormous bright bow tie and an exceedingly
convivial nose, interrupted him in the nick
of time and engaged him in facetious
conversation and backchat, much to the
enjoyment of everybody.
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Captain Reid then amazed everybody by
singing a serious song, but he made up for
this later by appearing as a bearded Russian
(for he is never more at home than when half
his face is. thus concealed) and singing the
Volga Boat Song with great vim and finally
succeeded in getting the whole house to join
him in the rollicking chorus.
Sgt. Goss, dressed as a tramp, was splendid.
Perhaps his pathetic plight may have induced
some timeex men to take on for another
spell, for civvy life seemed to hold 110 allure
ments for him at any rate.
There is not space to give every turn a
mention, but a very novel one was Mrs.
Leach's club swinging in the dark. At times
she seemed to be encircled by a veritable ball
of fire and met with much appreciation from
the audience.
During the evening programmes specially
illustrated by L/Cpl. James and Pte.
Brissenden were sold by Boys Dixon and
Reynolds, who were dressed as Buffs of long
ago. The proceeds amounted to about R.200
and were for the benefit of the Buffs'
Benevolent Lund.

Boys Dixon and Reynolds, Programme Sellers.

On Friday, 3rd, G.A.O. Gurkha Rifles
gave a fancy dress ball in the Club
to commemorate the centenary of the Regi
ment. This was a tremendous affair and
lasted till nearly five the following morning.
The battalion is now all together again for
Christmas and by the time this appears in
print will be out in brigade camp. "A" and

"B" Coys, seem to have put in some useful
" shikar " work whilst in camp at Faridpur,
and Mr. Coates soon bagged a mugger. For
Christmas a good many officers are camping
for a few days' shooting in the district and now
the mess is a buzz of argument and discussion
concerning the merits of various rifles on the
market.
Mugger Shooting on the Ramgunga.
Whilst in camp at Faridpur, Sunday was always
earmarked as the day for Mugger shooting. It was
quite a new form of sport to us and even those expert
Shikaris amongst us who had bagged the panther
admitted that a Mugger stalk was far more strenuous
than sitting up for a panther. The Ramgunga River
was nine miles from camp across country and the only
roads to it were bullock tracks and footpaths. After
many suggestions had been considered as to the best
means of transit, and owing to the fact that the one
and only Henry Ford was indisposed, B. and I decided
that the quickest aud best way to go was 011 a horse.
One of the two horses was in Bareilly preparing for
the Polo Tournament and this left one in camp, so I
decided to use a Pack Mule.
O11 this particular Sunday morning about 7.30,
E. and I started out. The outward jouruev was
completed without incident and the river bank reached.
Here we found admirable cover from view amongst the
bushes and crops. The far bank consisted of mud and
sand flats on which the Muggers usually bask in the
sun from about 10 a.m. until the sun sets. With the
aid of our field glasses we picked out a Mugger 011 the
far bank about quarter mile away and decided to try
our luck.
The stalking was easy this far and we
cautiously approached the point from which we had
previously decided to have a shot. So far so good.
Now the trouble was to find the best aiming mark as
the two vulnerable spots are (1) just in front of the
foreleg ; (2) about six inches behind the junction of
the. jaws, both of which appear extremely small over
the sights of a rifle at 200 yards which is generally the
range one has to fire from unless one is lucky.
I won the toss and settled myself with visions of
taking a new trophy into camp. I fired.
Never have
I seen such an unweildly object move so quickly ; one
flick of its tail and it was gone ; an obvious miss. E.'s
turn next, so off we went in search of more. We had
not far to go before we saw five in a row, averaging
about 8 ft. apiece. E. fired and killed, while I tried
again and as I thought, also killed, but to make certain
put two more into him.
Then came the problem of how to get them across
to our side. We had 110 boat (a most essential thing,
I consider, for this kind of sport), so we decided to walk
down stream about two miles and cross by the ferry
which was marked 011 the map. We also had to try
and arrange for someone to come across with us and
skin the carcases. After some delay trying to make
ourselves understood, we succeeded in getting two
skinners and crossed the river. On approaching the
spot where we had presumably killed our Muggers, we
spotted E.'s but there was 110 trace of mine. He had
recovered sufficiently to slip into the water and get
away. I did not know at the time, but afterwards
found out that, unless hit in one of the vital spots,
a Mugger can carry a large amount of lead, and
although apparently badly hit, unless the tail is
dislocated can, after a short space of time, move it
sufficiently to propel itself back into the water again.
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Therefore one tip which it is well to remember is, that
if you hit him hard with the first shot, immediately
put another into his tail to anchor him.
Also be
careful how you approach him as although possibly
badly hit, he can still do a lot of damage with
his mouth and tail. While B. superintended skinning
operations I decided to stalk a large one some 400 yards
away 011 the same bank as the one I was standing 011.
This was a very different job to the earlier one, as it
meant crawling over wet mud and sand and never
knowing if one would suddenly find oneself in a quick
sand, of which there are many.
This sort of work is very amusing to watch, but
quite another thing to carry' out, as you get covered
with mud and your rifle bolt becomes thoroughly
clogged and possibly the muzzle as well. Anyway,
I succeeded in traversing half the distance 011 my
tummy and got within 200 yards of my quarry when
I decided it was inadvisable to go further and so tried
my luck. Another miss and with a scornful flick of
the tail he was away. By this time E.'s was finished
and we started to walk back to the ferry. E11 route
imagine our horror to see our horses and mules (we
had two men out as horse holders, also mounted 011
mules) firmly
embedded in quick sand up to their
girths 011 the far side of the river about 300 yards away,
but quite uugetatable as we had two miles to the ferry
and then two miles back to the horses. Visions of
walking home nine miles, courts of inquiry and large
debts owing to the sporting fund for unpaid loans
assailed us. However, the two men in charge managed
to extricate themselves and the horses by the time we
got to them ; so we made for home, arriving about
S p.m. after a long ride by moonlight, very tired, but
content as we had something to show for our labours.
This naturally, is by no means the general rule
and often the bag is nil.
N.G.W.
Sergeants' Mess.
The news this month is short. The Companies
have been so split up that to get to them for
information has been fairly hard.
However "A" and "B" Companies have been
having a delightful time on Company Training,
real soldiering as some say. At least we were told
this when some sergeants caine in from training 011
a long weekend.
Whist Drives and Dances are going splendidly.
The results of the Whist 011 the 28tli October were :
Ladies : Mrs. Haynes, 1st prize.
Mrs. R.S.M. Martin, Booby.
Gents. : C.S.M. Egan, 1st prize.
Sgt. Haynes, Booby.
For the dance the Band supplied us with some real
jazz music.
The songsters show fine
form. Our ladies have
been taking bird seed, too, as we have had some splendid
singing bv Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Willing.
On the 29/10/27 a billiard match and social was
held in the E.I.R. Institute, where, at billiards, we
were beaten quite easily, there being such marvellous
playing by the Railway side.
The social, however, drowned our sorrows. I am
not quite certain of Toby's sorrows the following
morning.
The Annual Shoot took place 011 the 12/11/27 and
proved a great success. There were three Cups and
seven Silver Spoons to be won. The Silver Cups were
the Paget Cup, the Hamilton Cup and the G.C.B. Cup.
The Silver Spoons were very evenly distributed, being
won by tlie highest scorer in each practice.
The result of the shoot is as follows :—
Paget Cup.—Winner : Sgt. Morgan.
Hamilton Cup.— Winner : Sgt. Parks.
G.C.B. Cup.—Winner : C.Q.M.S. Pratt.

Winners of the Silver Spoons were :—
Practice 1. Hamilton Cup
... C.S.M. Ramsay.
2. Hamilton Cup
... Sgt. Baker.
1. G.C.B. Cup
C.Q.M.S. Pratt.
2. G.C.B. Cup
Sgt. Larkm.
1. Paget Cup
C.Q.M.S. H'olman.
2. Paget Cup
Sgt. Brophy.
3. Paget Cup
Sgt. Blake.
" Woodenun "
... Sgt. Louth.
W.II.B.
i « D " Company.
We have had au important change during the
month, Captain Pearetli taking over duties of
commander of the good old ship from Captain Marshall.
We extend to him a real hearty welcome and hope he
will have a long and pleasant stay in Don Company.
We are also very pleased to see that our late Com
mander is not leaving us yet, but is remaining as opr
second in command. He has been with us for a very
long time and we shall be extremely sorry to lose him,
but realising that it is a true saying that all good
things must come to an end, we have prepared
ourselves for a shock.
. r,
We deeply regret to report our loss ot Lieut.
Hendin, M.C." who embarked at Bombay 011 T.S. City
of Marseilles en route for Blighty and we understand,
civvy street. He was very popular amongst all ranks
of Don Company and will undoubtedly be greatly
missed. Someone's gain, but our great loss, but we
wish him the very best of luck, health aud prosperity
and assure him that we shall always welcome any news
from him.
.
We are also sorry to learn that we are losing L/Cpl.
Richards and Privates Hatton, Wolfe, Gates, Walters,
Stanbridge and Taylor, who embark 011 the 3rd J anuary
011 the same route. We wish them the very best of
luck and hope they will quickly settle down to life in
their new sphere. We shall always welcome any news
from them.
I11 order to break the monotony of our tour of duty
we are treated to one day's training per week. I hear
most of the tads enjoy their outing, especially the
" Clakkers " whose chief delight is trekmg through the
long grass and o'er the ploughed. As I have not had
the pleasure to perform in one of these outings, it must
be considered hearsay evidence and not used against
me. Another item of hearsay evidence is that
a noughts and crosses championship competition is
likely 'to be arranged shortly. Anyhow I have been
informed that it is rather ' Flashy.'

SPORTS.

Before commencing our Harris Shield matches we
were able to play off a few friendly games which in the
majority of cases ended in our favour. After playing
these games we met "C" Coy. in our first Harris Shield
match of Hockey, which went 111 "C ' Coy. s favour.
We tlieu met "E. 14 " 'followed by "E 23
both of
whom we beat. We then met "E 14 " at Bayonet
Fencing and won, 8—5. After this we met C Cov.,
and "E 14 " in the TugofWar competition and lost
011 each occasion. Our only games of footer and cricket
were against "C" Company who beat us each time.
I will now pass a few brief comments 011 each event.

FOOTBALL FRIENDLY GAMES.

v. The Gliurkas. A very fast game, ended 111 our
favour bv the score of 2—!, Cook scoring both our
goals. Our forwards showed a fine combination and
were backed up well by a sound defence. Our team
was: Wright, Clifton, Long. Farrell, Prior, Wolfe,
Newburv, Cook, Stoeker, Batstone and Ernngton
v "E 23 " Group. In this game we had to fnul
substitutes for Cook and Stoeker who were 011 the
injured list. Their places were takeu by King and
Cox, neither of whom worked well with our forward
line.' A fast game ended in a. draw,  goals being
shared. King was our scorer.

F " Company 1st Battalion The Buffs in Camp at Munsar, Christmas, 1900,
Included in the photograph:

Colonels Ommanney and Ravenliill, Sgt.Major Featherstone and ColourSgt. "Dapper" Jones.
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v. "C" Company. Patsy resumed his place in the
team whilst Bourn took Cook's place. A fast game
ended in our favour by the score of 2—0, Patsy and
Bats tone being our scorers.
v. "C" Companv who won by the score of 2—0.
Our team played very poorly, only about two men
touching anything like their true form. On the run
of the play, "C" Company fully deserved their 2—0
victory. Our team was : Wright Long, Clifton, Wolfe
(Capt.), Prior. Farrell, Newbury, Batstone, Stoeker,
Cook and Marsh.
HOCKEY—Harris Shield.
v. "C" Company. Once again we bow down to
the best Hockey team in the Battalion. Although
our team did not play to form, "C" Company are
undoubtedly a fine team and were full value for their
win of 3—0. Our team was : Pratt, Lt. Dewar, Red
man, Baker, Perry, Perkiss, Errington, Wolfe, Lt. Fox
(Capt.) Stoeker, and Newbury.
v. "E 14." This time we forced matters throughout
and ran out winners by the score of 3—0, Lt. Fox (2)
and Wolfe being our scorers.
v. "E 23." A very fast game ended in our favour
by the only goal scored. Play was very even through
out and the result left in doubt right to the final
whistle. Patsy Stoeker was our scorer.
CRICKET—Friendly.
v. "E 14." Considering this was only a scratch
game our lads did excellently by beating "E 14
by
6 wickets in a two innings match.
CRICKET—Harris Shield.
v. "C" Company. A game in which our team did
very poorly. "C" Company seems to master us at
nearly every sport, but we have by no means despaired
of ever beating them. On this occasion they had the
decisive victory of 4 wickets and 10 runs.
BAYONET FENCING—Harris Shield.
v. "E 14" This is our sport which we prove by
beating "E 14 " 8—5.
TUGOFWAR—Harris Shield.
v. "C" Company. We did rather poorly, losing the
first two pulls.
v. "B 14." Again we fared badly by repeating our
first performance.
That concludes the first eleven's sports.
The second eleven have had a few games of footer,
meeting the Hospital Corps, Drummers and the
attached Section. They put up a good show as the
following results prove :—
v. Hospital Corps ...
...
... Won 2—1
v. Drummers
...
...
... Won 3—1
v. Attached Section
...
... Lost 1—3
Anyone caring to play is always welcome to a trial
and it is proving a great success by bringing out our
budding company players.

INTERPLATOON SPORT'S SHIELD.
The following results will give my readers a slight
idea of the progress made hy Platoons, but space will
not permit a detailed account of each game. The
sports are a very good event as they give everyone a
chance and by causing friendly rivalry, bring out some
backward, but good players, thus showing the Coy.
the " Hidden Talent " it held. Results to date are :—
FOOTBALL.—
Score.
13 Platoon v. 16 Platoon ...
...
... 0—2
13 Platoon v. 15 Platoon ...
...
... 2—1
14 Platoon v. 15 Platoon ...
...
... 3—2
13 Platoon a. 14 Platoon ...
...
... 0—1
HOCKEY.—
Score.
13 Platoon v. 16 Platoon ...
...
... 1—0
13 Platoon v. 14 Platoon ...
...
... 2—1
14 Platoon v. 16 Platoon ...
...
... 1—0
14 Platoon v. 15 Platoon ...
...
... 1 0

PLATOON ARRIVALS, ETC.

13 Platoon extend to Cpl. Woollard a hearty
welcome. At present he is i/c. No. 1 Section. He is
also a good footer goalie.
14 Platoon welcome L/Cpl. Robinson back from
Kasauli, where lie lias been undergoing a course of— ?
Anyway, altogether it was a prickly time. " Oh !
these sunny climes !" Robbo.
15 Platoon were pleased with the honour of giving
a demonstration in the Art of Bridge Building before
the Brigade Officers, who remarked on their excellent
work. Well done 15 Platoon.
They also send in a photograph of their famous
footer team. This is a step in the right direction and
I hope several of our amateur photographers will follow
their example.

15 Pliitoon.
16 Platoon regrets to report that L/Cpl. Sharp was
recently admitted to hospital. They are glad to hear
that he is as comfortable as can be expected and wish
him a speedy recovery. They note with pleasure the
progress made by their O. and S. Footer team.
That I think, concludes my effort for this month's
notes and as this is the last issue before Christmas I
take this opportunity on behalf of Don Coy. of wishing,
my readers and Buffs, both Past and Present, a right
royal merry Christmas and health and prosperity in
1928 and to The Dragon greater success in 1928 than
it has had in 1927 if possible, and " them's our
sentiments."

THE UNUSUAL SCRIBE.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Was Bert tonguetied, when he said : " You can do 7 days in 8
walking and 6 riding a bike " ?
Who was the N.C.O. who asked if he should shoot No. 13 Platoon
Patrol ? (Ask Filip).
How long has Soup been represented by Spud Pawney ?
Or was the steam low after "D's" night out ?
How does one " Chin " a room ? Ask " Gran Dad."
What are K.D. Serge Tunics ? Ask Winnie.
Is weeding the new Sunday afternoon pastime ?

HEARD ON MARKED MEN'S PARADE.
Instructor : " Who is ColoneiinCliief of the Regiment ? "
Private: " Baden Powell."
Instructor : " Who is Regimental Quarter Master ? "
Private : " SergeantMa'or Pratt."
Instructor : " Who is your Company Commander ?
Private: " Ain't got one yet, but we've got one coming through."
N.C.O. to N.C.O. i/c Mess : " I want 3 Dinners at 12 o'clock."
N.C.O. ijc Mess : " Are you so hungry then ? "
N.C.O. calling roll at Lecture : " Burnett."
Pte.Burnett : " Here. Corporal."
N.C.O.: " Where ? "
Pte. Burnett: " Here " (stands up).
N.C.O. to Platoon Sergeant  " No. 5 Section present."
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Machine Qun Platoon.
Is the " Charleston " included in the I.A. for a No. 3 stoppage ?
Could " Crib " enlighten us ?
'Twould need a better pen than mine.
Is a belt box an " ideal Home " for white mice ?
To tell of all our latest wanderings,
Can a married man, whilst on " night operations," live on love
For even this brief effort costs
alone ?
Some weird and lengthy ponderings.
Do firellies save matches ?
The strain of toil and marches long,
What do the poor little rooks say ?
'Neath suns that nearly bake us,
CaCaCan't you guess ?
Is trivial to the strain this " effort " lias
Where did the Machine Gun Platoon's notes for October get to ?
Upon my blinkin' " thinking apparatus."
Is the Machine Gun Platoon a supply Depot for new flashes ?
Why have they pinched our only " Flash ? "
Yet once again I'll take the risk,
Of being " cured " and quartered
The Band.
By victims of my " penmanship,"
During this month we have been very busy, not with engagements,
When LanceNaik they have slaughtered.
oh, no, but with plenty of march practice.
So far, so perfectly awful, but perhaps with a little practice things
Our most worthy and musical friends, the Drummers, gave us some
may become a little more bearable and less deplorable. The reader,
splendid tmgle selections and are now becomiug quite adept at blowing
should lie be a confirmed optimist, will share mv fervent hopes having
any march now without a part.
survived thus far.
We are now deeply wondering where R.C.T. 1951 has passed the
Our progress, and I might also say our excessive roamings have,
tedious hours spent on bugle practice and when the ear specialist is
during the past month, extended over quite a large portion of the
paying the Band a visit—he is urgently required.
"United Provinces." Looking back upon the " manouvreings" of
... As,retards the identity of R.C.T. 1951 (the author of " Wats in a
that month, it is hardly conceivable that so much could happen in so
lwap ) we have decided to engage the " Intelligence Squad" under
short a period of time ; that they did " happen " we are well aware.
the directorship of " Tom Mix " to unravel the mystery of " The Young
We are also equally well acquainted with the prospect of a considerable'
Recruit."
amount of similar activities in the near future, this time on the plains.
We have not done very much in the wav of engagements ; they
Having become accustomed to the welcome sight of a football pitch,
are very few and far between.
tilings relating to sport in general soon began to happen on our return
The
last one was at the Police Sports where, owing to the excellent
to Bareilly. Arrayed in sports " gear," our footer experts sallied forth
rendering of a good programme, we were presented with a cheque for
to " put it across " an Eleven from "B" Company. The " putting
Rs. 100 (Backsheesh).
it across" act was quite a success, a good game resulting in our
In reply to the Drummers' query in last month's Dragon in regard
opponents losing 21, an excellent beginning.
to the little Band boys, 1 should like to say that thev can certainly
Within a week we had the pleasure of seeing our team on the field
play football.
giving " the leather" a hot time of it in their two matches versus the
At Sport we have been doing fnirlv well and have managed to keep
Royal Artillery, resulting in an " away " and a " home " draw. The
things about " even."
former match was the faster and better of the two, when we drew 22 ;
The results are as follows :—
the " home " game saw our lads very unsettled, another drawn game,
FOOTBALL.
six goals being shared, was the result.
Boys v. Drums. Draw, 22.
The matches for Harris Shield honours are already in progress,
*Band v. Transport. Won, 32. L/Cpl. Ireland, 2 ; Fearon, 1.
but our fixtures have not yet commenced. We have great hopes and
Band v. 2nd XI. "B" Company. Lost, 02.
expectations with regard to our Footer and Hockey Elevens, who with
Band v. Ward Orderlies. Lost, 0 2.
a little bit of luck and encouragement (especially that of the vocal
HOCKEY.
variety) should go a long way towards what we hope will be, their
Band v. Signals. Won 32. Vincent, 2 : Fearon, 1.
ultimate success.
Band v. "C" Company 2nd XI. Draw, 11. Boy W. Longman.
By the time these notes appear in print the athletic sports will be
Band v. "D" Company 2nd XI. Won 10. Boy W. Longman.
getting near, and many valuable " points" towards the Shield will be
Band v. "D" Company 2nd XI. Won, 10. Boy W. Longman.
on the board, so let us get going with the necessary training, etc. If
CRICKET.
we do happen to get too many sprinters and longdistance " wallahs,"
Band v. No. 3 Group. Won by 8 wickets. (Saunders 7 for 28).
there are always the individual events.
Band v. Muslim Union. Lost by 1 wicket.
The red and white emblem of " 23 Group" Will look more
During
this match L/Cpl. Ireland surprised us and himself by scoring
" at home " a little higher " up the pole " this year, so roll up lads
2 goals and we wondered why he reported sick that morning.
and train like chess champions : precious " points (Yes, "B.D.A.,"
MOZART.
this affects you) will be there for the getting and it won't matter if we
are greedy for once.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Our Annual Celebrations, namely, the Annual Dinner and Concert
for Past and Present Gunners, took place in our Gymnasium on the
Did Mrs. Martin enjoy her " Nip ? "
Does the Caterer tell the Cook to add flour to the porridge ?
evening of November 4 th. The conditions under which it was arranged
When are our fishermen going to bring some " big'uns " back to
and carried out prevented many more difficulties than our previous
barracks?
celebrations in Gibraltar, a fact that can easily be understood.
Is the Charleston taking effect ? Ask Gibo and Bert.
However, the preparations were expeditiously carried out by Sgt.
Can married men see ?
Burt and his able assistants, to whom we arc much indented." The
unfortunate failure of the lighting arrangements at the last moment
THINGS WE ARE NOT LIKELY TO KNOW.
was quite an unpremeditated calamity which rather put a " damper "
Who took the chocolate eclairs out of the cupboard ?
on the proceedings.
In spite of this a very pleasant evening was spent by the Gunners
Signal Section.
(old timers and new) and" our guests, after dealing in the usual manner
with the several courses which comprised the dinner, were entertained
At the present moment the Section is very shorthanded owing
with music, song and monologue, etc. Capt. T. R. Reid's rendering
to the fact that many of its members are training with "A" and 'B"
of English and Spanish (?) songs, the latter being of doubtful origin
Companies, who are finishing Company Training at Faridpur, under
and unique in their " vagueness " to us, caused much amusement to
canvas. The remainder of the Section have been on schemes and
all present.
the weather has allowed the work to be carried out in a very satisfactory
We also have B.M. Leach, Sgt. Meakin, Cpl. Jarvis, Sgt. Stace and
manner.
L/Cpl. Richards to thank for their much appreciated vocal efforts :
We offer our congratulations to our new Company Commander,
Sgt. Burt with his everready monologues and others who contributed
Captain Reid, and wish him every success in his new position.
to a very enjoyable programme, for which much praise is due.
At last the Company socials have begun and they are very much
favoured by the Company. We are also very pleased with the attend
We were glad to see so many present, the total number being
ance of all ranks from other Companies. The Section, or rather
120. Especially gratifying was the presence of our guests, the officers,
members
of it, have been in the limelight as fai as prizes are concerned.
we trust their evening was an enjoyable one.
We offer our congratulations to C.S.M. Beasley and Pte. Langdon
In the afternoon we played a hockey match versus a team of " Past "
on
the
way
tliey are running these Whist Drives and may they always
gunners. The game was one of many thrills (and many " yells " also).
meet with success.
The result of this historic game was a draw, two goals being shared
At
sport
the Section have only one game to report and that is
fairly equally so that we had one each.
Hockey, which is much in favour at the present time. Holland is our
Finally, may I extend to the reader and to our " brother gunners "
chief goalscorer with a total of seven as his month's " bag," whilst
of the 2nd Battalion, the unanimous greetings and good wishes for the
Dixon is developing into a first class goalie.
New Year. May your new resolutions and happiness remain unbroken
Well, as my pen is nearly running dry and the R.S.O. is in the Office,
throughout the coming year.
I don't think it is advisable to go and get a refill, so will ring off till
LANCENAIK.
next month. Cheerio.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Shall we be satisfied when we know them ?
How is the building of a " premature " accomplished ?
Is it possible to pair off in fours and who thought it was ?
Who selected "BSub's " line gear mule at Hawalbagh ?
And did that quadruped object to carrying " ballast " ?
How did " Phoebe " enjoy his " shave " ?
Did the razor razor few groans ?

WLNGY.

HOCKEY RESULTS.
Signals v. R.A., won
...
,,
v. M.G.'s, won ...
„
v. Band, won
...
v. R.A., drew
„
v. No 3 Group, lost
„
v. M.G.'s won

...
...
... ,

...

...

...

...

31
21
42
22
04
42
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HOCKEY.

3 Group, H.Q. Wing.
In the Sports line, our football, cricket and hockey teams are doing
extremely well considering the hard teams they have knocked up
against. Our liockev team played the M.G.'s on November 1 tli and
in spite of our weak team they were no match for us as we defeated
them bv I 0. We heard afterwards that the forward line of the M.G. s
was to represent "K.23" at Harris Shield. God help E.23
They
have however, tried to avenge this by playing us at football, their team
being "E.23" minus Bickwell and Busby, and, after playing them with
ten "men, we were heavily defeated by 10. Had not Cpl.
been called away at the last minute and Davis not shot for the corner
Hag when in front of an empty goal, we should have drawn at leasi,
so I don't think that is much of a feather in the M.G. s hat
Next
year we shall lose a few of our sportsmen, but we hope to be able to lioiu
bur own. Evervonc in the Group is looking forward to Christmas
as we shall all be together this year. We hope to have a good time
as nnnv of us will spend our next one in civilian life (lucky enapsu
We welcome to the Company Lieut. J. P. R Williams, who
be a great help to "E.23" hockey team.
Congratulations to our new Company Commander, capi. i.
RCIF1' MC

FINNICAN.

A GOOD RECORD.
FOOTBALL.

No. 3 Group v. M.G.'s
„
v. Ghurkas
„
v. Artillery
„
v. "C" Company 2nd XI
,
v. Band
...
...
„
v. W. Buglers
,,
y. Attached Section
HOCKEY.
No. 3 Group v. Attached Section
,,
v. Signals, "H.Q." ...
„
y. M.G. Platoon
y. "C" Companv 2nd XI
„
y. M.H. Club
„
y. Attached Section
„
v. Artillery 2nd XI.
v. Signals ...
...
"
y. A.S.C
v. I.B.T
„
y. "C" Company ...

" A " Company.

Result.
"
;; 0
j~<>


...



...

...
...



...


...

...

3J
21
Resv,It.
4 ''
4V
30
21
21
<> 0
21
20
30

Recently "A" Company has been out at Faridpur on training.
The nature' of the training 'has not been too severe up to the present,
and there only remain a few more days before we return to Bareilly
so that our Company Commander will have to look ' jalch if he has any
intention of making the work harder. Perhaps the satisfactory manner
in which the company in general have endeavoured to carry out the
schemes, has caused him to take this lenient view of the train
ing. Taking it on the whole, the training has proved to be of
a beneficial and instructive nature to us all; the N.C.O.'s especially,
should have derived a considerable amount of knowledge from this
period of training.
.
.
r think the occasion when Sgt. Burville distinguished himself by
swimming (?) across the river should be mentioned in these notes
besides his being mentioned in despatches.
To help to pass the time away, it was the custom for the senior
N.C.O.'s to indulge in drinks at the Sergeants' Mess—I am sorry. I
meant to write, shooting expeditions. These expeditions were run on
proper liues, even going to the extent of having " beaters " on the job.
These were a few obliging lads of the company who offered their services
gratis and the " big 'erbs " now wish to take this opportunity of thank
ing them. Perhaps at times they were too thorough in the execution
of their work because they would beat the game away and leave an
animal which appeared to be a mixture of a bird and goat to be fired
at. This, I think, was the type of animal which Sgt. Burville managed
to bring back to camp on one particular day.
Our C.Q.M.S. rejoined us from his long sojourn in the Hills, about
halfway through the training and I must say the latter has considerably
darkened his complexion. (The C.S.M. prompted this remark to me).
A certain amount of amusement was caused by Cpl. Bell using non
military terms in connection with his famous section, and many of the
lads, especially " Fritz," were getting good at imitating the individual
with a rosv complexion.
The company, being away from Bareilly, have not had the chance
of competing in as many Harris Shield events as they would have liked
to have done. Since my last lot of notes we have managed to sneak
in a few games prior to our departure and 1 will describe the results
briefly. These events were all for the Harris Shield and our
first encounter was a game of cricket with "B" Company in which we
had the misfortune to lose by 13 runs. Against "E.14" Company
with the " Bayonets," we had the good luck to bring off a win.
Against "C" Company oil the football field we enjoyed another win
(10) and on the hockey field, against "B" Company, we suffered a
defeat, the scores being 32.
Whilst out at camp we managed to work off some of the events
for the interPlatoon Lucas Shield Competition, the results being as
follows :—
TUGOFWAR.

No. 4 beat Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Platoons.
No. 3 beat Nos. I and 2 and lost to No 4.
No. 1 beat No. 2 and lost to Nos. 3 and 4.
No. 2 lost to all.

No. 3 beat Nos. I and 2 Platoons.
No. 4 beat No. 2 and drew with No; 1.
No. 1 drew with No. 4 and lost to No. 3.

Tltewmdudts the'listof games for this month in thatcompetition.
The companv were successful in winning an interunit tunofwar
competition which was held at Bareilly during tne Gymkhana nmetlng.
Ably coached by Sgt. Larkin, the team put up a creditable performance
and were justified in taking the first prize.
With a view to finding out the talent of the company on the sports
field, a system has been devised whereby every man passes out at tuner
certain running distances or the high and long jumps, m certain tim .
and standards. This caused plenty of amusement amongst the oia
""'shortage of time again causes me to conclude these notes and devote
my attention to more important duties such as prepami g^
q „A R>

" B " Company.
The chief happening during this month was our visit to Fandpur
Camp for Companv Training, in company with A Cornpn .
left Bareillv on the 14th of November, by march route at about 8.3
a.m., arriving at Camp about I p.m. after a pleaSant twelvemile ma en.
An Advance "Parte preceded us on the 12th of December, c 'cRr l e G
D. C. Coates and the gallant C.Q.M.S., and the tents were WOl laid out
in lines bv Companies. Although a little crowded with I
"
tent, everyone was soon settled down, the Institutes were hand} ami
Khair Mohammed had everything well fixed up, with all his various
S,'°In

front of the Camp was a large flat space, very convenient hit
parades, and vcrv good for Sports. Of course at once we got bus uiin
fixing up grounds and soon fixed
up a Football <;roimdand
Hockev Pitch and then got on with a good many of our InterPtato
Sports. A good many of the Sports Shield events wure deude .
g
ofWnr, Bayonet Lighting, Football. Hockey, etc., and the results.will
be found below.
.
. .
, „llkn,,.i.
Well, we soon started the serious business of training and alt oug
the ground was limited we managed to get through a„ve.Ujnstrucuvc
and interesting period of Training commencing with Sect'on iain ug.
Platoon and then Company Training, sometimes in conjwnction wit
"A" Companv, also Night Operations and Field Cooking were carried
out, but 1 am afraid that some of the efforts at cooking breakfast won
not pass at the School of Cookery, but no doubt
get more efficient with a little more practice.
,
hnth
After a fin d night show with "A" Company in cooperation bot
Companies marched back to Bareillv on the 14th of December, just
time to prepare for a few Ceremonial Parades.
During our stav in Camp f.u ilities were granted to troops to visit
Bareillv on weekends, by the Ration Lorry and quite a crowd took
advantage of this kind offer, although a good many relied on their
bicycles to do the twelve miles each way on the Main Road which i.
in a good state of repair and ran past the Camp.
Faridpur is noted for its Shooting. The Officers went outand
captured a couple of crocodiles, also a few birds, rtaeSCTgcanU
tried their luck and a couple of foxes, hares and duck were ^med
after weary tracks across moors and country, but they will no doubt
be better with more experience.
We plaved Faridpur College Hockey on three occasions umning
each time after very good games. They were very fa?L iL m i,e/
but our superior combination told and we gradually obtained the upper
''"we would like to congratulate the ReginienUl Concert Partv
on the fine show they gave recently at Bareilly. hulier rq orts i ^
I understand, be recorded elsewhere. Sgt. Goss
An find out
and we hope to nrovide further talent as soon as the C.S.M. ran lmd out
who our budding artistes are. Although the Company wasiout at Camp
at the time a good many attended and we hear that the Concert <
are going to give another show for "A and B Companies now tha
we are back at Bareilly and we will give them the right support.
RESULTS OF MATCHES PLAYED TO DATE IN THE PLATOON SHIELD.
FOOTBALL:—(1) 6 Platoon; ( 2 ) 5
Platoon; ( 3 ) 8 Platoon;

HOCKEY7;—('!Hi"'platoon ;
BAYONET

(2) 5 Platoon ; (3) 8 Platoon ; (4)

FIGHTING:—(1) 5

Platoon; (2) 7

Platoon; (3) 6

TUGO'FWAR

'NV^Platoon; ( 2 ) 6 Platoon; ( 3 ) 7 Platoon:
(4) 5 Platoon.
RESULTS OF HARRIS SHIELD MATCHES TO DATE.

BAYONET FIGHTING.

"B" Coy. v. "E.14."
"A" Coy. won.

"B" Coy. won.

B

Coy. v.

A

b"cov. v. "E.14." "E.14" won. "B" Coy. v. "C" Coy.
Coy. won. "B" Coy. v. "A" Coy. "B" Coy. won.

CR'"

C

coy.
"B

FOOTBALL.

"B" Coy. v. "E.14." "B" Coy. won.
B Coy. v. C Coy.
Cov. won. "B" Coy. u. "Q" Coy. "A Coy. won.

TUGOFWAR.

"B" Coy. v. "A" Coy.

H0"W'VCoy.

v. "C" Coy.
"B" Coy. won.

"A" Coy. won.
"C" Coy. won.

"B" Coy. v. "A" Coy.
^ r
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The Festive Season is nearly upon us, so I suppose the orthodox
way of opening this month's notes is to wish everybody a very happy
Christmas, and a bright and prosperous New Year. By the time these
wishes appear in print everybody will have got over their troubles about
presents, etc., and the season will be over.
Life in Bareilly is just about the same, except that we need fires now
in the evening.
Lieut. II. de L. Walters has rejoined us from hospital and Capt.
Webster is making money on the P.R.I. Quite a lot of people are
talking about " that boat," but in most cases it is merely imagination
or metaphorical. We lose two very good N.C.O.'s and sportsmen,
though, unfortunately, namely, Ayliffe and Hughes.
At present Sgt. Crump and his staff are very busy winning the
C.O.'s prize for the best decorated dining hall on Christmas Day. We
wish them luck.
In the world of spoil we have improved our position in the Harris
Shield League.
On the 21st we registered our fourth consecutive win at hockey.
This time it was at the expense of "D" Company. Both sides turned
out a fairly strong team and the standard of play was well above normal.
Our team played exceptionally well, the defence in particular. Hover,
who only came into the side last year, played a wonderful game. There
is no doubt about it, he is in the front rank of halfbacks now. After
a quick runthrough by the C.S.M. and Elliott, the goalkeeper fell over,
and whilst lie was 011 the ground Ayliffe pushed the ball into the net!
The second goal was scored by Mount, after the C.S.M. had passed
neatly to Elliott, who, finding he could not score, passed it 011 to Mount.
Our third and last goal was the result of a run from the halfway line
by Elliott ; he passed to Mount in the circle, who scored. "D" got
very near it at times, but were lacking in finesse.
"C" won .'S 0.
On the 1st December we played "23". at Hockey and won. We thus
gained first place and won, or retained the Hockey Shield. This was
a tough game and up to the last few minutes of the game there was 110
score, then during a scrimmage, Elliott pushed it in.
We played "E.23" and "D" Company at Football and won both
games. We have now won four and lost one. Wc have also beaten
"23" and "D" at Cricket, "D" by 5 wickets and "23" by 4 wickets.
Glazier and Burt bowled fairly well.
Our TugofWar team have also done well. They have won their
tliree pulls against "E.14," "E.23" and "D" Companv rcspectivelv.
At Bayonet Fighting we have won once and lost twice.
We are sorry we cannot treat these items in detail, but the pressure
of work will not allow it.

Q.E.D.

HERE are few maxims
so assiduously
observed in the Army as
that which refers to the
great advantage of never
doing any job which it is
possible to get somebody
else to do for you. I had
been trying for days to
think how, so far as a sub
editorial for this month's
Dragon was concerned, I
could put this highly com
mendable
precept
into
practice. However, there
seemed to be 110 hope, so
after Mess 011 the last night left me to produce
my " copy," I sat in my arm chair before
a cheerful lire, pencil in hand, and my mind
as blank as the sheet of foolscap on my knee.
I can remember thinking what a useless labour
the editorial was ; the only people who ever
read it were the writer, who liked to see his
work in print, and a certain proportion of his
own battalion, who knew what ought to be in
it and were anxious to see that at least one of
their number had not shirked the duty thrust
upon him. " Perfectly useless," I thought ;
" waste of time
never any interest
to
anyone
"
An oldish man, yet still active and straight
hacked, rose from his chair. Pie strode over
to his desk, crossed another day off the
calendar—the 17tli day of January, 1968, he
noted—and then from his bookcase selected
a volume—a bound copy of The Dragon,
1928. " By Jove," he thought, " rather
amusing to see what we did forty years ago.
Read the old names, live the old life, if only
for an hour or so ; almost makes one feel young
once more " and he settled himself again
before the fire. Haphazard he turned a page
or two—stopped : the warm firelight showed
he was reading the opening notes of the 2nd
Battalion for January—
"
the month 011 the whole has not been
peculiarly eventful. The outstanding feature
has, of course, been the various celebrations
centred round Christmas. Most, particularly
those in which the Sergeants' Mess figured, are
described far more vividly on other pages,
to which I modestly recommend my readers
to turn. The Christmas tree on December
29th in particular, was a great success. Every
mother and child in the Battalion received
a present, while a great deal of fun fell to the
lot of those who, earlier in the day, helped to
decorate the tree. At infinite risk, both to
the tree and their own necks, many subalterns
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attempted their own pet method of fixing
the " Fairy Queen " to the top of the tree;
in fact at one time it seemed as if so much
attention was being centred on her that the
rest of the tree would still be undecorated at
teatime. However, all obstacles were finally
overcome, and after tea, a punch and judy
show, musical chairs and other games, all the
children seemed highly pleased with the result.
Very great credit is due to Mrs. Dan and Mrs.
Vaughan, who chose all the presents personally
and were the moving spirits throughout.
Also to our Quartermaster for his arrange
ments and to Mrs. Lee, who gave away all the
presents. Father Christmas, in the person of
Lieut. Nicholson, was a great favourite with
all the children.
The closing event of the Christmas
festivities was the dance on New Year's Eve,
given by the Warrant Officers and N.C.O.'s.
The climax, Miss 1928 (in real life Miss Eileen
Love) turning out Father Time (Sgt..Hancock)
representing 1927, was very charming and
effective, and proved a fitting end to one of
the best regimental. dances we have had.
During the first few days of the year we
were able to welcome Colonel Crookenden,
who has just taken over the command of the
Battalion.
Consequent on Colonel Lucas' retirement,
Major Hamilton received his promotion, upon
which we offer him our heartiest con
congratulations. Unfortunately, this will
probably mean that he will leave us for the
1st Battalion—a matter of.very great regret
to us all.
Lieut. Turner rejoined us just after
Christmas from Hong Kong. Capt. Stronge
and Lieut. FosterHall arrive in a few days
from the Staff College, the latter having been
appointed Adjutant in succession to Major
Hamilton.
We also congratulate Lt.Colonel Scarlett
on his promotion to Brevjet rank.

of hunting, the best run—about 300 yards—
being near Farnham Castle. It is understood
that Major Hamilton broke his toboggan on
the course, on at least three occasions. But
the snow brought its discomforts ; the stove
in the anteroom—supposed ? to burn
continuously throughout the winter—was put
out, and stayed out, during the coldest spell;
the boilers burst, and no baths were
available......"
I a\yoke with a start as my head hit the
arm of the chair—or was it thoughts of these
present discomforts that finally broke the
spell ?
But I had learnt that perhaps after all,
Editorials may sometimes have an interest to
someone ; and anyhow, I am grateful to the
old fellow for this one. I knew if only
I waited long enough somebody would do my
job !
Christmas.
'Twas Christmas Day in Blenheim Barracks,
'Twas Christmas Day outside as well.
And so the 25th December, 1'927, dawned all merry
and bright in the Barracks of the Buffs now located at
Aldershot.
It is rumoured that, owing to the
publication of a Poster drawn up by my fellow
correspondent " Ecarb " during his spare moments,
all the Junior N.C.O.s and men of the Battalion who
remained in Barracks for Christmas were fasting for
at least a week before the Advent of this glorious day.
Apparently everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves
as witness the following programme for the day :—
WHY GO ON LEAVE ?

CHRISTMAS DAY in the 2nd Battalion The Buffs. .
REVEILLE :—7 a.m.
BREAKFAST :—8 a.m. ("B" Cookhouse and Messroom).
MENU : Shredded Wheat and milk; Ham and
DINNER

two fried eggs. Ye Gods ! !
1 p.m. (in Headquarter Wing Messroom).

MENU.
Roast Beef.

Joints.

Brussels Sprouts.
Xmas Pudding.

Roast Turkey.

Vegetables.
Sweets.

Baked Potatoes.

Dessert.

Brandy Sauce.

There is little to record of other doings of
the Battalion. Nearly all the men have been
away on Christmas leave, so that football and
hockey have been at a standstill. Voluntary,
shooting on the Miniature Range now seems to
have become quite a popular evening
entertainment, and quite a number of N.C.O.'s
and men appear to make a regular income out
of the Rifle Club !

Apples, Oranges, Bananas, Mixed Nuts.
Beer (bags of it) Mineral waters (for those on water
cart).
Cigarettes (ad lib.)
Toasts by Pte. Ellen and Pte. Brooker.
2 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. Sleeping it off.
5 p.m. TEA. (Headquarter Wing Mess Room).
MENU : Tea, Bread and Butter (yes! butter),
Mince Pies, Cakes, Iced Cake.

We cannot close these notes without
reference to the snow and severe weather over
the New Year.' Tobogganing took the place'

BOYS, the N.A.A.F.I, will be.SHUT, but we know
where you can get a real BUFF turn out, EATS and
DRINKS ad lib, all BUCKSHEE.

THE DRAGON
CONCERT.
MEN'S READING ROOM, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Buffs' Jazz Band and Community Singing under
Prof. Woods. Ham Sandwiches, Biscuits, Cheese,
Cakes, Chocolates, Beer (on tap), Minerals, Coffee,
Cigarettes.
ITS A CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR EVERYONE.
And then last, but by no means least, secured at
enormous expense, the one and only, the great
MR. ADOLPHUS BRIGNAI,!,,
The entertainer of Kings, the Sultan of entertainers,
the wonder worker of the Universe. He manipulates
cards, cigars and coins, etc., without a peer. If
you have never laughed before you will now. And if
you have laughed before you will laugh more.
The toast, given by Privates Brooker and Ellen
at dinner time on the arrival of the Commanding
Officer and Officers, was done very well. It was
almost as well done as the turkeys that our Sgt.
Cook
and
his satellites served
up for the
consumption of those concerned. Everyone seemed
to be satisfied with his portion, but oue or two found
obstacles in the " Pouding Noel." Great praise is due
to Sergeant Maplesden and his staff for the excellent
way in which the eatables were cooked and served.
No more can be said for this wondrous affair, as the
programme published above speaks for itself.
SNOW FIGHT.
" Ta, ra, rara " heigh ho, war declared lads, there
goes the alarm. At 12 noon on Boxing Day of 1927, it
sounded, and on the square we got, arrayed for war
for the Weather Man had been kind for once, and
overnight he had given us a real old English fall of
snow. The Square was a foot deep (nearly) and our
S.M. got the idea of a snow fight.
We lined up, Head
quarters versus The Rest. The SergeantMajor was
chief Umpire, with whistle complete. First whistle,
and H.Q. advanced with blood curdling yells, and well
directed ' bullets.' The targets ' The Rest' were
soon smothered in smashed snow balls, and by the
look of things anyone would think there never was
a ' bung shot' in the battalion.
Whistle again, and it was up to H.Q. to hold their
ground. The Rest endeavoured to drive 'em off, but
hard luck, they held.
The battle was some show, believe me. Isn't it
lovely to get a nice juicy snowball smack in the left
ear ! It trickles down the neck a treat, to the great
delight of spectators. Still you can never give unless
you take. Talk about the Squares at Waterloo, the}'
are not in it. H.Q. on their mettle want some beating,
vide the various Sports Tables last year, and the Rest
found it to be true in the snow. Whistle again, and
H.Q. advances. ' Grey Tide ' in France in '14 also not
in it ! They swept the Rest up to the edge of the
Square, to the tune of umpteen casualties. There they
covered 'em well, and pasted them badly, and the
whistle shrilled again, H.Q. the victors, as per.
The CookSergeant wanted to know at dinner
time where all the appetites had come from. Well,
Sergeant, you try it. Snow is the finest
appetiser
there is, and fortune awaits the man who manages to
bottle it, and sell it in tabloid form.
GREARH.
NEW YEAR'S EVF, BALL.
New Year's Day this year was unfortunate enough
to fall on a Sunday and perforce, dances to see the
New Year in were curtailed to what they are in normal
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years. But as in war, so in peace. Undefeated by
circumstances, 2nd Battalion, The Buffs, held their
New Year's Eve Ball.
Warrant Officers and all Noncommissioned Officers,
by the kind consent of our Commanding Officer, gave
a real Buffs' Ball in the Marlborough Lines Theatre
on New Year's Eve, commencing at 8 p.m. and being
scheduled to conclude at midnight, but by the time
the necessary details had been concluded, would mean
that at least oue, or in some cases, two hours of 1928
would have slipped by.
Arriving at the Theatre, we found the Hall had been
very tastefully decorated with fairy lights, streamers
and with the seasonable greenery around the walls,
and the floor made to resemble the roads on that never
to be forgotten Wednesday, 21st December, 1927,
when it was found impossible to stand upright without
the aid of a pair of sticks. C.S.M. Coaster, together
with his committee of willing workers, had worked
tirelessly, and the result was a very prettily decorated
Ball Room, that was a real delight to desport oneself
in. Once started, the fun was fast and furious, and
amongst those present enjoying the fun, we were
pleased to see our Commanding Officer, Major Guy
Lee, together with Mrs. Guy Lee and their son, Capt.
and Mrs. Wilson, Capt. and Mrs. Causton, Capt.
Hamilton, Lieuts. Cass and Ncliolson and officers from
other Regiments, really too numerous to mention.
After the interval, comic hats were distributed and
on the heads of the already gaily dressed throng, they
gave the effect of King Carnival at his gayest.

Miss 1928
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All too soon we hear " a sweet voice calling " :
" Ladies form centre ring—gents outer ring " and so
joined hands, to the strains of the world famous song
of such occasions, " Auld Lang Syne" while Father
Time (very ably represented by Sgt. Hancock)
complete with scythe, tottered into the circle. Lights
blackened out, spot light on (best Drury Lane Melo)
a shot from the gallery, and Father Time goes out on
his knees. Lights up, the band breaks into a tripping
melody (real ' Gaiety')—enter Miss 1928, (repre
sented by Miss Eileen Love, the wee daughter of one of
our CiS.M.'s (reclining in a palanquin borne by four
Drummers) who, carrying a silver wand, distributed
good luck horseshoes and ivy leaves to the crowd of
revellers. The procession came to a halt, and Miss
1928 tripped forth, to hand a bouquet to the wife of
our Commanding Officer, Mrs. Guy Lee. Cheers and
counter cheers, and 1928 was well on its way.
Afterwards a flashlight photograph of the scene
was taken and would have appeared with these notes,
but sorry to say, the ' amatoor profeshional' never
took into account the string of fairy lights when he
went up to the balcony, and the photo represents
' The Milky Way ' the morning after the night before.
Still, we attach a very good photograph of Miss
1928, which with the Editor's kind permission, will be
printed with these notes.
Altogether about 350 guests partook of the good
fare, and one and all voted it the best dance we had run
since our arrival in Aldershot, which is high praise
indeed, and reflected much credit on the ' man behind
the scenes'—R.S.M. Vaughan—who worked indefatig
ably to. make the Ball the assured success it
undoubtedly was. In passing, all wish to record their
appreciation of the excellent way in which C.S.M.'s
Tong and McWalter, with their band of helpers, carried
out their part in the commissariat department, which
was no ' cushy' job, thirsts on New Year's Eve being
proverbial.
Why do Foreign Service Battalions require men to
be sent to them from Home ?
On the 7th January, 1928, we despatched Sergeants
—one, Corporals—one, and Privates—sixtythree to
Southampton to embark on the good ship Somerset
shire so that they could proceed to the wonderful
country of India, there to join our 1st Battalion at
Bareilly, U.P.
The whole of the draft were enlivened on the
evening of the 6th by a supper, kindly provided by our
P.R.I., and a concert, in the men's reading room. The
artists for the concert were provided by local talent,
and to all outward appearance the whole of the draft
enjoyed themselves immensely. It is whispered that
some of them had to be absolutely carried away, so
mirthful were they. It is quite possible that Younger
was responsible for this excess of merriment.
Sergeant Hancock (one of the draft) excelled
.himself on his last appearance on the stage in this
Battalion, and we hope that our loss of this comedian
is the gain of the 1st Battalion.
GREARB.

Sergeants' Mess.
Since we last recorded events of interest from the
above Mess we have had one or two rather exciting
times.
In the first place we said goodbye to J immy Slender,
C.Q.M.S., of "B" Company, who proceeded'on leave
prior to attending a Course of Training in Motor
Driving at the Depot. We certainly will see bim again
before he finally goes, but not for long, as he will only
stay here just long enough to be discharged. We gave
him a right royal send off, and in the absence of the
R.S.M. through illness, our worthy Bandmaster said
a few words in which he expressed the hope that we
should never lose touch with Slender. He outlined
Jimmy's service, and ended up by presenting him with
a beautiful clock.

May that same clock always keep good time,
and as it has aj brass plategshewing whence it
came, it will always remind^thejrecipient of old and
good times spent in the Mess, of which he has been
a member for more years than I have completed Colour
service.
The next event of importance was " Hoisting the
Brick " punctually at 12.30 p.m. on 24th December,
1927, which is an inspiiing ceremony. The sign of
the brick reaching the ceiling is that all work ceases,
and the mess is on holiday until it is lowered again.
The idea was for every member to have a glass fully
charged and sitting, down on a chair. As the brick is
hoisted, so the members rise from their seats. If the
brick does not complete its journey, but comes slightly
down, down go the members. On the arrival of the
brick at the ceiling everyone must be in an upright
position, and the last one to reach that position with
an empty glass loses and has to pay the usual forfeit.
Friends, enemies and neutrals, you all know what the
forfeit is, so I will not say any more on that subject.
On Boxing Day the Sergeants had a right royal
show, which was excellently catered for by C.S.M.
Tong and his committee, to whom all our thanks are
due.
In the afternoon all the kiddies and wives of the
Mess Members were entertained to games, which they
all thoroughly enjoyed (at least, that is the impression
the writer obtained). In the evening after the kiddies
had been put to bed, the adults had a good dance,
which was attended by Major and Mrs. Guy Lee and
family, Major C. S. Field, Captain C. R. B. Knight,
Captain (now Major). G. F. Hamilton, Captain C. E.
Wilson and Lieutenant Cass. The dance was a
wonderful show, and a great zest was added by the
advent of a box of matches which were kindly sent to
us by Major Lee. These were not ordinary matches
BY A LONG WAY, but were rather in the nature
of a scaffold pole. As we were careering round the
room attempting to " OneStep" the music would
suddenly cease and everyone was called upon to
produce his or her match. As certain persons were
making a point of plucking the matches from other
dancers' hands, someone was caught every time without
a match, and the mistletoe being nice and handy, were
punished by a kiss from every member of the opposite
sex in the room.
At midnight our wonderful , " Brick" afore
mentioned was lowered with due ceremony, but this
time all the males of the mess had to commence the
proceedings by being on their hands and knees, while
the ladies were sitting down. It was a wonderful
sight to see some of our members praying to Allah !
They were managing the salaams very nicely. How
ever, as all good things do, our dance came to an
untimely end about the small hour of 1.30 a.m., and
we dispersed to our respective nests.
The next item was the annual Christmas Tree to
the kiddies, which I am sure is being reported
elsewhere.
On New Year's Eve, in conjunction with the
Corporals, a Ball was held, which is also reported in
another column.
We have played three more billiard matches in the
League since our last notes, of which two have been
reverses, and the other a win. Also, as I am typing
these notes, a further match is in progress. The result
of the three matches is as follows :—
15/12/27.—2nd Buffs, 528; 2nd Norfolks, 529.
A loss by the narrow margin of 1 point.
22/12/27.—2nd Buffs, 561 ; 3rd Light Bde., R.A.,
459.
A win for us by 102 points.
3/1/28.—2nd Buffs, 535 ; 2nd K.R.R.C., 545.
A loss by 10 points, another narrow margin.
The narrow margin losses are very galling, but they
count as points for the victors in the league.
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The Band, 2nd Battalion.
Another thing that happened was the draw for the
Christmas fare. This took place on the 20th December,
following a whist drive and dance, and we are
wondering if the R.S.M. or Bill Jones, or even our
Messing Sergeant felt the effects of the numerous ?
prizes they drew. We are sure that O.R.Q.M. Ricketts
and C.Q.M.S. Ongley felt very bilious over their shares.
I have been informed that oue of our members is
in the habit of carrying a piece of an unmentionable
article of feminine attire in the left breast pocket of
his Blue Patrols. I wonder if he found the owner of
it at the New Year's Ball ? It is said that he has been
carrying this article about with him since ' way back
in the summer ' when we had our annual sports.
On the morning of the 12th January our worthy
president received a photograph of Willie Smith, the
Billiard Exponent, telling all about a wonderful
Billiard Chalk that had been discovered. This came
rather too late as the previous afternoon our president
was pushed out of the Billiard Tournament rather
severely. We hope the photo was not sent with
" malice aforethought " as they say in the Civil Courts.
Of course, it may have been " malice afterthought."
but we hope not.
We have lost two more members recently, namely,
" Tug " Hancock, who has proceeded to a hotter clime,
i.e.. India, where we hope he will have a good time
with the 1st Battalion. Our other loss is LanceSergt.
John West Kelsey, who is at present on furlough
pending embarkation for the West African Frontier
Force, where he has been selected for appointment
as a Sergeant in the Gold Coast Regiment. Good
luck go with them both.
On Thursday, 12th January, an old Buff was buried
with semimilitary honours at Brookwood Cemetery,
which is not very far from here. The deceased was
late Sgt.Major Catchpole, who was promoted R.S.M.
of the 1st Battalion during the war. No doubt some
of the present 1st Battalion will remember him. We
all very much regret his passing, and the Battalion
was represented at the graveside by several Warrant
Officers and senior N.C.O.'s as mourners, and the
Sergeant Drummer and five Drummers sounded the
" Last Post."

Methinks that I have missed some news of
importance from these notes, as I referred to a Whist
Drive held on 20tli December and the result is not
shewn, so I will append it herewith as follows :—
1st prize : Ladies
...
...
Mrs. Parsons.
2nd ,,
Ladies
...
...
Mrs. Gray.
1st prize : Gents.
...
...
Mr. Frowde.
2nd „
Gents.
C.S.M. Love.
Sweep, 1st half ...
...
...
Mrs. Heaver.
Sweep, 2nd half ...
...
...
Sgt. Wass.
Further to the above the Billiard match
commenced while I made these notes, has been
completed, with a disastrous result to ourselves, the
2nd Battalion R.T.C. beating us by 171 points. The
scores were : 2nd Bn. Buffs, 418 ; 2nd Bn. R.T.C., 589.
Having nothing further of note for this month
I will wish all our readers " Adieu."
THE GUGNUNC EXPERT.
Corporals' Mess.
During the mouth before Christmas the Mess was, to coin the phrase
of oue I.aiiceCorporal, like a ScrgeantMajor without a pace stick.
Most of the Members were on leave or thinking about it (there is not
much difference), while the remainder were so busy doing the work of
those on leave that they had no time for the Mess.
When Christmas came the Corporals went, leaving only about ten
members in barracks. A few of these started their celebrations by
following the example of the Sergeants, on a small scale, on Christinas
Eve. It has not yet cotne to light as to the unfortunate individuals
who were serenaded. The choristers themselves cannot say, so it is
to be presumed that the evening was a howling success.
On Christmas Day we found that excellent arrangements had been
made for the comfort of the Corporals and the Privates in the way of
" eats," drinks and entertainment. It is unnecessary to say that full
justice was done to all that was laid before the remaining ten. (The
privates can speak for themselves). On behalf of the Corporals, I can
say that we tender our sincere thanks to our Commanding Officer for
his sanction for the arrangements made and for his personal interest
in them. The menu was splendid and congratulations are due to the
SergeantMasterCook, together with his staff, on the meals provided ;
also to Cpl. Pack on the decoration of the Mess Rooms and others of
the staff who made sueli a great success of the various arrangements
for the Christmas Messing. This was undoubtedly the very best
Christmas spent in the Battalion for many a year.
In the evening a Concert was held in the Reading Room and this
proved a great success, under the direction of R.S.M. Vaughan.
On New Year's Eve a W.O.'s and N.C.O.s' Ball was held in the
Marlborough Lines Theatre and the result fully justified the tremendous
amount of work put in by the various Committees who carried out the
arrangements. About 350 were present including Major and Mrs.
Guy Lee and son, Capt. and Mrs. Causton, Capt. and Mrs. Wilson, Capt.
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Hamilton apd Lieuts. Cass and Nicholson. Everybody had a great
time and we are looking forward with eagerness to the next function
of this kind. Congratulations to the organisers of this very enjoyable
evening's entertainment.
As these affairs will be written up by others who will supply all the
particulars I will not go further into details.
At the moment most of the Corporals are just back off leave, longing
to " get going " on the Square, or on Weapon Training and so we can
expect to have some of the usual stale Training Jokes thrust on us
again for publication. Until further copy is to hand, the writer is
taking a wellearned rest.
ELDEVRB.
STOP PRESS NEWS :—L/Cpl. E. Brooker arrived in Mess, 6128.
(Occupation—i/c Dustbins).

Machine Qun Platoon.
At last they (the Gunners) have turned to the " Oiley Rag " to write
the notes. Our chief Gunner I., has been busily engaged daring the
week tearing up his leave paper to decorate the Marlborough Lines
Theatre. More luck.
Great is the anticipation of a gorgeous spread on New Year's Eve
at the N.C.O.'s Ball.
Broncho Butler has been placed on the " but of danger " department
i/c tea and wads. Another of the educated wallahs has left us for a
tour of eyestraining at the Military College of Science. This is not the
M.P.'s "H.Q.," but a rangefinding course. Never mind, Swede Reser.
Look long and earnestly and ye shall find a good report, through the
instrument.
The Gunners upheld their traditions of being hard workers, for they
stood Guard during the Christmas leave and never a one was placed
in the opera.
Great praise is due to the C.O., Q.M. and R.S.M. for the gorgeous
Christmas Dinner. Our minds still wander back to Christmas Day,
when it is stew day and grease is absent from the water.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

OILEY RAG.

Has Flegg taken over Verger of the Garrison Church ?
Who said the strength of the M.G. Platoon was 124 other ranks
including officers ?

The Band.
Christmas in the Army ! Some people would say that the chap
who has to stay in barracks during Christmas is an unlucky coon, but
we have found" that an Army Christmas—or better still—a Christmas
with The Buffs, is not such a bad proposition. The last Christmas
found the Band in Barracks on Brigade Duty. Most of the men of the
Battalion were on leave, so the Band found fatigues coming along fairly
quickly. However, we have got over things nicely and at the time of
writing we are about to reap a wellearned four days* leave. Then
we shall have to settle down to work. There is a suggestion that the
Band will soon be going away on an engagement. We wonder—and
hope it is true.
On January 1st we paid our first visit to London as a Band, and
gave a programme at the Alexandra,Palace. It will not be the last as
one or two dates have been fixed for the near future. We would
like to see a few of the Old Buffs when we come up to London next time.
So keep your eyes on the advertisements and just roll up !
What do you think of the photo ? It was taken for the Band
Christmas Card and in a hurry at that. We had one or two in hospital
at the time, and unfortunately could not get them out. . Still, we made
their lives as happy as we could. The men sent up a small parcel to
each of the chaps and they enjoyed it. Some of them have since re
joined us and we hope it wiH not be long before the others come out.
Sports are still going strong with the Band. Although we have
lost one or two old players in Shelton and Taffy Welsh, the young ones
have filled their places admirably. We played a friendly match with
Farnborough United on the 11th and won the match, the score being
82. Good luck to the team and let us hope they will continue as
successfully a s t h e y h a v estarted.
_
. . . . .
A jolly, happy and prosperous New Year is the hearty wish of all
the members of the Band to all past and serving Buffs. We should
like to hear from some of you, especially from some of our old friends
in the 1st Battalion. Cheerio everybody ! and may your shadow never
grow less !—what hopes !
FATHER CROTCHETS.

"A" Company.
We are rather late, but we wish every reader a real right happy New
Year. When we look hack to the previous year we wonder If the year
1928 is going to outshine its predecessor. Will Dame Fortune smile
on us and give some decent weather during this year's training, but like
a naughty husband returning from a night club, we can only anticipate
what we are about to receive.
Well, to get down to reality. The N.C.O. sand Men of the company
have just returned from their annual leave and things are moving fast
and furious, preparing for the beginning of Individual Training on the
morrow ; you will hear that old familiar shout, " Left foot forward,"
" On guard." It is surprising the strange faces that are seen when the
Regimental Employ are dug out for these occasions.
Those who stayed behind for Christmas enjoyed one of the best yet
known and our best congratulations are due to our R.S.M. for the way
in which the organisation of the most important holiday and festival
of the year was carried out. I cannot describe the various dishes
of the Christmas Dinner, but believe me it was " IT." After tea a first
class concert was held and a speciallyengaged " Person" gave IK
plenty to think about during his performance, vis: the sleightof
hand merchant.

On Boxing Day a Battle Royal took place on the Square. The
field of the fray was set out and "A," "B, "C" and "D" Companies
engaged "H.Q. Wing " in a snow fight. Yes ! and real snow at that,
as during the recent years one never anticipated snow at Christmas,
but it has been expected in August. (Excuse me bumping against
this climate of ours.)
We bade farewell to some of the lads on the 7th who have left us for
the 1st Battalion. We wish them , the best, also a good voyage.
Another draft will be leaving early in March, so once again our number
will he decreased.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Thompson on his promotion to Corporal.
We welcome back to the Company Pte. Bell who has recently rejoined
the Battalion from the Regimental Depot, but our gain is not without
a loss,as we expect to lose Pte. Lewis who is expecting to be posted to
the Depot for a .tour of duty very shortly.
Some of the " boys" have been having a " shot" at the prizes
which are being put up for competition in the Miniature Range, and
on the whole have not done too badly. In the team shoot they have,
from the 2nd of December to the 14th January, pulled off one first and
three second prizes Not too bad. Now then you Bungs, what about
it ? Improve your " potting " and win your Willie Woodbines and all
for "Nix."
By the way, writing of the miniature range, reminds me of some
thing heard in there the other night. Here it is :—
W.T.O.: " That was an inner at halfpasteight and that's at two
thirty."
(What DID he mean ?)
This little remark has put the finishing touch ou me and to these
notes for this month, too.
YDKELSMX.

"B" Company.
Owing to the fact that most of the N.C.O.'s and Men have been on
leave, news is rather scarce.
The Christmas festivities went off excellently and great credit is
due to those who were responsible for the organisation, and, without
doubt, all ranks enjoyed themselves immensely.
We have lost fourteen men of the company who went out with the
draft to the 1st Battalion. They will be a great loss to the company
as they were the finest soldiers we had. We wish them luck in the 1st
Battalion.
We extend to Capt. C. E. Wilson, M.B.E., a very hearty welcome.
When our official correspondent gets going there will be a full report
of all our doings in next month's issue. So, Cheerio !
NACKROPEET.

"G" Company.
We are very pleased to note that, according to last month's Dragon,
our sister company in the 1st Battalion has been very busy indeed.
It is cheering to know that one of the "C" Companies is doing some
work as ours has been very quiet this month. Also, several of our old
"C" Company N.C.O.'s and Men are playing cricket for "C" in the 1st
Battalion. Congratulations to " Molly" on his bowling against "A'*
Company. It reminds one of his average in our company. Also,
congratulations to the Hockey Team who are doing splendidly in Harris
Shield Matches.
Further to notes on the Company Shoots in the Miniature Range
(last month) please delete " two weeks" and insert " four weeks."
"D" Company has not yet made any reply I
As most of the Company still enjoy that pleasant sensation—
leave—no startling news is forthcoming.
Unfortunately, on the 6th January, we had to say " Goodbye"
to several good men who left on the draft for the 1st Battalion, taking
with them Cpl. Farrell. We wish them the best of luck and soldiering
in their new station.
The Christmas celebrations will doubtless be written up by the
Battalion Reporter so I will not touch on them.
Congratulations to our new LanceCorporal on his appointment.
This is L/Cpl. E. Brooker, who, we understand, has given up gardening
in favour of dustbinraking, etc.
As the writer is shortly taking a rest, next month's notes will be
written by a more able scribe whois, I believe, well up in these matters.
Good Luck to him.

T

8th Battalion Dinner.

fifth reunion dinner of the 8th Battalion
will take place at 6.30 p.m., for 7 p.m.,
on Saturday, March 24th, 1928, at The Royal
Adelaide Galleries Restaurant (Gattis' Restau
rant) , King William Street., W.C. 2—opposite
Charing Cross Hospital. Tickets price 4/6 each
from Gordon Lindley, 25 Furze Lane, Purley,
Surrey.
HE
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Officers,
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Harry.

Buffs.

Lieut. F. G. Crozier; Capt. Qr.Mr. A. Corney, M.B.K.,; Lieuts. T. N. Penlington, E. A. Airy;
Capt. G. R. Howe; Major J. V. R. Jackson; Capt. C. J. Wood, M.C.

O

NCE
again the
Depot
has
resumed its normal
routine.
Christmas
and New Year's Eve
are now but distant
memories, and
not
even a patch of snow,
in some remote corner
far from the diffusing
rays
of
the sun,
remains to remind us
that not so long ago
we were celebrating a
true Dickensian Christ
mas.
At Canterbury itself the fall was not
excessive, but for several days the Canterbury
—Ashford road was blocked and it was
impossible for nearly a week to approach
London by the Maidstone road, so all London
to Dover traffic had to run through Chatham
and Canterbury.
All of us here had experiences to relate—
each one on his return from leave capping, in

true angler's proportions, the tale of the
preceding one with something more unheard
of.
But after the snow came the thaw. The
Depot escaped with a flooded barrack room
due to a burst pipe or two, but one quarter of
Canterbury was flooded out by a serious rising
of the Stour and many were rendered
homeless.
Partly on account of the weather and
partly as a result of Christmas leave, Football
and Hockey have been held rather in
abeyance. The only hockey match to record
is one played against a " mixed " side under
the captaincy of Lady Harris at Belmont—
Lord Harris' house. The Buffs' team on this
occasion was also mixed, and consisted of Capt.
Willows, Messrs. Rose, Penlington and Airy,
an officer of the 10th Royal Hussars, Sgt.
Adams and six stalwart ladies provided by the
opposing side ! It may have been due to
our numbers (but the other team seemed to
have even more), but at any rate we won,
2—1. Football results are below.
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continued throughout the remainder of the game, with
The annual Boxing match for the Hardy some
fine passing and good shooting, , the whistle
Cup, with the Queen's Own Royal West Kent
concluding the game with the score 6—1 in our favour.
Regiment, is. fixed for January 27th at Maid
The return match was played on J anuary 3rd. The
stone, and prospective members of the team conditions were the reverse of the previous match.
Waverley on this occasion turned out a stronger
are training nightly in the Gymnasium under The
side, and our team had been rearranged owing to L/Sgt.
the surveillance of Mr. Airy andL/Cpl. Kemp.
Wade leaving the Depot for the 2nd Battalion. Cpl.
There is no reason why in next month's issue
Payne was in the Halfline and Pte. Brookes was put
Right Back. Recruit New was placed inside forward
we should, not be able to relate how we won
on the right. The rearranged team soon found their
(certainly not ' why we lost!') as there is quite stride
and absolutely outplayed the Waverley to the
promising'/materi^://, :
tune of 10 goals to 2—of which Ashtqn scored 8.
Unfortunately the Pyrenees Squad departs
Payne played well in his new position and tried the
for Aldershot on February 1st, so we will have loser's Custodian several times with his long, hard and
drives ; he ultimately scored a goal.
to depend on the sijuad now iforming for the fastThese
two games were played on the Depot Ground.
retention ofv the,; Eastern Command Cup in
On January 7th the League Match with Whitstable
February ;'£but there, too,, we have, recruited ' Reserves on our ground was disappointing as regards
the score. The Depot side played really good football.
one or two  local, pugilists.
had them penned in their own half almost all of
As yet ho official communication has been We
time which perhaps accounted for our Backs
received as to who is to succeed Major Jackson the
coming too far forward, which allowed the Reserves
in the command of the Depot. Although to break away to an almost open field. This they
did about six times and scored five times out of six.
Major Jackson's time as C.O. is not really
finished till Match, he has been selected to I do not think any bad reflection on the goal keeper was
as he lacked support from the Backs.
attend a course at. the Senior Officers' School thought,
The match at Chartham against the Mental Hospital
at Sheerness, which means, we suppose, that ended disastrously. During the game Laker received
we will not see him much after the end of this rather a. bad injury to his knee and Wattsi was crocked
month. However, we will keep our adieu; later, in the game". Some good football was seen, but
the Hospital proved too good for us.
to the last possible moment.
On January 14th we again lost at home
We have already bade goodbye to Captain
against Heme Bay ExServices, in a League Match.
A strong wind was blowing down the field. We kicked
and Mrs. HanimondDavies, but we are glad
there is an opportunity to see him before he off with the wind in our favour, but failed to take
advantage. A hard and fast game was played m the
sails, at a farewell dinner given to him and
first half, when once more most of the play was m the
Capt. and Q.M. F. H. Keeler by the 4th opposing side's half. Shot after shot was made, but
Battalion and to which officers from the Depot
their Custodian knew his job and did it well; perhaps
he was a little lucky, too.
are also turning out in force.
No score at half time was not justifiable according
Capt. C. H. Gairdner and Lieut. J. P.
to the play. The ExService's forward line got going
ArcherShee of the 10th Royal Hussars, are
with the wind in the next half and after about ten
now living with us in the places of Capt. Davy
minutes' play were two goals up. Our side tried very
hard to get level, but lacked that necessary little dash
and Lt. Carver, who have gone on leave.
with accuracy in front of goal. The ExServices scored
E.A.A. again
and still we plodded on to get level, but to no
Football.
Since the last notes were submitted, the following
games have been played:—
Dec. 15.
v. Waverley Thursday F.C. (Friendly)
Won 6—1
J an. 3.
v. Waverley Thursday F.C. (Friendly)
Won 10—2
Jan. 7.
v. Whitstable Res.*F.C. (League)
... Lost
5—4
Jan. 11.
v. Chartham Hospital F.C. (Friendly)... Lost 10—2
Jan. 14.
v. Heme Bay ExService F.C. (League) Lost
3—0
Comparing the above results with those shewn in
last month's Dragon the standard of play appears to
have dropped a lot, but figures were never more mis
leading. As a matter of fact the football is of a very
high standard and we have been unlucky in all the
games except, perhaps, in that played against
Chartham Hospital, when we were up against a superior
eleven.
The match against Waverley Thursday F.C. on
December 15th commenced in very bad light, owing to
fog and conditions became worse as the game
progressed. Waverley took the lead about five minutes
before halftime. Ashton equalised soon after the
commencement of the second moiety. Attacking

avail. We were extremely unlucky to lose this
game 3—0.
.
, ,
Considering the frequent changes in personnel, due
to the exigencies of the Service, and consequent re
arrangement of the team, the Depot' side plav
remarkably good football.
_
Pte. Laker has been appointed Captain of the Depot
Eleven and Cpl. Payne ViceCaptain.
Sergeants' Mess.
The result of the shooting competition referred to
in our last month's notes was as follows':— .
Silver Cup presented by Gen. the Rt. Hon. _Sir
Arthur H. Paget, G.C.B., K.C.V.O., Colonel of The
Buffs Sgt.I.M. Watson.
Sgts. Mess Shooting Cup, Winner for 1927
Sgt.I.M. Watson.
Winners of Silver Spoons:—Sgt.Cook Rowe ;
Cpt I M Watson : Sgt. Norwood.
Winners of Wooden Spoons
L/Sgt. Wade ; L/Sgt.
Chapman; C.S.M. Howard, M.M.; Sgt. (O.R.S.)
Shorter; L/Sgt. Chapman; L/Sgt. Harvey u .
I am pleased to be able to record that it has been
found possible to defray from our funds the cost of
renovating the memorial to several old Buffs which is
erected in the cemetery at St. Gregorys Church,
Canterbury.
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and with all pomp and ceremony the Carol
Party duly carried out the usual round of
visits 011 Christmas Eve. The following
newly prepared carol explains itself :—
Around the Regimental massed,
Are several Sergeants not yet gassed.
To sing good songs of Christmas cheer.
And wish you all a glad New Year.
Why do we sing so merrily ?
And are as liappy as can be,
'Cos in the Army, East and West,
Our Officers they are the very best
We gladly serve them year by year,
Their orders we obey with cheer.
And if they search the Army round,
No ' Royaler ' Sergeants will be found.
There were 110 casualties, and as the
R.S.M. had backed the married members
passes, everything went off serenely.

The Floods at Canterbury.
Photo by Capt. H. H. C. Baird, D.S.O.

exjTlie last Whist Drive before Christmas took place
011 20th December when " bottled cheer " once again
composed the prizes awarded. The lucky ones were :
Ladies: 1st
...
...
... Mrs. Padbury.
2nd
Mrs. Fletcher.
,,
last
...
...
... Mrs. Dance.
Gents. : 1st
...
...
... Mr. Padbury.
,,
2nd
...
...
... Mr. Dance,
last
W. O. Collins.
Special prizes went to :—Mrs. Summerfield, Mrs.
Powell, Mrs. Griffen, Sgt. Marsh, Sgt.Instr. Fletcher,
C.S.M. Howard, M.M.
The Christmas cards received this season from other
Messes and our friends proved to be more numerous
than ever and created no small item of interest.
Our Christmas Draw took place 011 22nd December,
when the lucky ones were awarded excellent gifts from
Mr. Follett's Bar.
Our endeavours with the collection box for the
Waifs and Strays resulted in £1 lis. 4d. being sent to
that very deserving Society.
A sweepstake 011 the total in the box was won by
Sgt. Smith, who cheerfully deposited half the proceeds
into the collection box.
Nor did we forget our Chelsea Pensioners, to whom
a suitable cheque was forwarded for distribution.
The Mess Committee tastefully decorated the Mess
for Christmas and the honourable and ancient custom
of " Hoisting the Brick " was carried out with melo
dramatic ceremony at 11.50 a.m. on 24th December.
The chair so carefully placed below the " brick " duly
gathered many unsuspecting victims throughout the
festive season, thus supplying the everwelcome
" rounds " from the Bar. This was a great source of
amusement and of course very comforting as well.
Several days before the 25tli all likely songsters
were assembled to practice in the noble art of carol
singing, the choir being led by that gleeful person,
C.S.M. Howard, M.M., whilst the Bandmaster assisted
with his instrument for tuning in. This effort proved
a tremendous success, especially a syncopated carol,

On Christmas Day all members who
remained at Canterbury assembled in the
Mess according to time honoured custom
to receive the Commanding Officer and
officers 011 their visit to exchange the
season's greetings, which was done with
musical honours. The Carol Party also
gave a short turn, finishing up with their
charming syncopated number.

We have to thank C.S.M. Howard and Sgt. Smith
for carrying out the tasks of " Father Christmas " and
his " Harbour Master" at the Families Christmas
Tree held 011 29th December; also Sgt.Cook Rowe
for providing a splendid tea and Mr. Jackson for
arranging the electric lighting effects on the giant
Christmas Tree.
On New Year's Eve we all assembled in the Mess for
a convivial evening, which commenced with a short
Whist Drive of eleven games, Mrs. Jackson, Mrs. Ings
and Mrs. Corney taking the Ladies prizes, whilst C.S.M.
Howard, Sgt. Watson, Mr. Sutton and S.Sgt. Andrews
secured the Gents, prizes.
Mrs. Corney was also asked to accept a small gift
from the members to mark our appreciation for the
great interest she has taken since arriving at the Depot,
in our welfare.
Supper followed, and the Mess Committee are to be
congratulated on the splendidly decorated Mess Room.
The excellent supper was provided by Mr. Long of the
Savoy Cafe and was thoroughly enjoyed by the fifty
odd present.
Amidst much mirth and merriment, the ceremony
of " Lowering the Brick " was then carried out, and
after this a surprise awaited all present in the shape
of the formation of a Ladies' Branch of the Cork Club.
All being in favour, the initiation ceremony was
carried out on the spot, in which the R.S.M. took the
chair and C.S.M. Howard and Sgt. Smith proved very
capable HarbourMasters. Each intiate had to be
branded (Sgt. Smith's task), sup from the kissing cup
(C.S.M. Howard's task) and be kissed by the R.S.M.,
who survived the ordeal with honours. There were
110 defaulters. This well prepared turn provided much
amusement and the mistletoe was put to good use.
At midnight we formed up for Auld Lang Syne in
real style and entered 1928 in the best of spirits.
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We thank Colonel Sir Theodore Brinckman, C.B.,
for'his splendid gift at Christmas, and assure him that
we carried out his wish like true members of the
Sergeants' Mess.
On 5th January the dining members partook of
their Christmas Feast, the excellent arrangements for
which Sgt.Cook Rowe is to be heartily thanked.
We welcome L/Sgt. Stubberfield to the Mess on his
being appointed L/Sgt.
On J anuary 6th the Children's Christmas Tree event
was held. Tea was provided by Mr. Long of the Savoy
Cafe. A splendid conjuring entertainment followed,
after which the kiddies enjoyed themselves with a series
of games.
C.S.M. Howard. proved once again to be a very
capable " Father Christmas " and the kiddies all left
loaded up with good things—and ready for bed.
We aU heartily thank Mrs. Corney and Mrs. Potter,
as well as the Mess Committee, for their hard work
in connection with the Christmas Tree.
Later in the evening those eligible who had not
been previously enrolled as members of the Ladies
Branch of the Cork Club were duly initiated, much
to the enjoyment of everyone present. This was
followed by an impromptu dance until the time arrived
for everybody to file away.
Corporals' Mess.

You will notice by this wretched attempt I am making that the
Corporals have employed a new Scribe, as our regular one is proceeding
to Aldershot for a rest cure with Mac. We are losing three of our nock,
namely:—Cpl. Chapman, L/Cpl. Watts and Cpl. Drake, in the near
future and I hear Freddie is for the oven Draft. (There is no snow out
there, Freddie!)
.
We congratulate Stubber on being appointed LanceSergeant
(another loss to.the Corporals' Football team). We soon hope to see
Cpl. Dell in our midst (Horace).
Our Whist Drive oh the 9th was not the success we thought it was
going to be owing to a number of our friends going to a Drive and
Dance in aid of the Flood Fund, but we hope to render a better report
of the next one.
<
The Prizewinners at our last Drive were :—
Ladies: 1st
Mrs. Potter.
,
2nd
Mrs. Martin.
Booby
Mrs. Keegan.
Gents.: 1st
Mr Punnett.
„
2nd
" Jocker."
Booby
L/Cpl. Pitch.
and Boy Allen is still sweating.
...
We had asixmonths' Spoon Shoot in December, the result being :—
Silver Spoons.
IVoodenuns.
Cpl. Chapman.
L/Cpl. Pike.
L/Cpl. Good.
L/Cpl. Hoult.
L/Cpl. Hoult.
L/Cpl. Cross.
L/Cpl. Cross.
L/Cpl. Kemp.
L/Cpl. Pitch.
Cpl. Stubberfield.
L/Cpl. Kennedy.
L/Cpl. Willcox.
WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW:
If Mac. got his overcoat returned ?
If Joe enjoyed his welcome home and did he find his way there on
a backbearing ?
Does Tich (our Postman) enjoy the Whist Drives ?
Who was Marlborough's batman on the Aldershot Tattoo ?
Can " Paddy " and " Nancy" sing a duet ?
If it would be better for " Bill" if he bought a season ticket
for Chartham ?
Did Charlie want to remain at Chartham ?
B.A.
P.S.—Does L/Cpl. Banks ("D" Company) still know the Knell
wood whistle ? Paddy is anxious to know.

Trained Men's Notes.

There seeins but few events to record this month owing to the Depot
being away on Christinas leave. However there is one thing of
importance we must record and that is the great loss of our one and
only DingDong, who has departed to the 2nd Battalion. For ever
will he live in our memories as " The Chief Moaner " or " The Look
here Look Yer " of the Depot.
Football has been at a standstill this month owing to the wretched
weather conditions, one game of football only being played by us, viz :
against the Cavalrv Details, which resulted in a draw of 2 goals each.
We welcome Privates Stock, Epps, Macmallan and Kullager from
the 2nd Battalion, who have come here on a course of motordriving,
prior to going into civvy life. (Good old 3 and 9).
Most of us are back off our Christmas leave, and as usual, the usual
yarns are goinground, but three extra special ones were these :—" Cassa
was sober all through the Christmas " ; " Our Morbid Bill is going to
get married " and " Cohen got snowbound a fewmiles from Canterbury
when t'lads fra Noocassel coom doon without a stoppage.
BOTTLES.

4th Battalion,

S

INCE writing my last month's
notes Christmas has passed
and the New Year has started.
Another new officer, Lt. Wayland,
has joined us from the 4th Glos
ters. We wish to welcome him
and feel sure he will be a great
help to Capt. Coote in "D" Coy.
at Folkestone.
Sandwich celebrated their
annual prize giving on December
21st with great success, a large
number of exBuffs attending.
Our signalling Sgt. Ansen has
left us owing to pressure of/work,
but we hope he will keep in
touch with us.
On
.JI
Great activity is shown hy
((jtenad ier 77*5 U Bde. and Div. Headquarters as
to our training efforts before
camp this year. Owing to economy, our musketry
is likely to be curtailed, as there seems a shortage of
ammunition.
A great dance was held at Canterbury on January
2nd and R.S.M. Verlander's efforts were much
appreciated by the 300 odd who came. The Christmas
Tree party given hy the Sergeants' Mess of the R.A.
and Buffs' Sergeants at Canterbury was more popular
than ever, 143 sitting down to a sumptuous tea. Games
of all sorts were played before the presents were
distributed. C.S.M. Jones appeared to enjoy himself
even more than the children. Father Christmas was
brought in on a sleigh, much to the children's joy.
A farewell dinner to our late Adjutant, Captain
HammondDavies and Captain Keeler, is being given
by the officers at the Fountain Hotel on Thursday,
January 19th. A censored report will he sent in with
next month's notes.
Colonel Dick, our Brigade Commander, recently
visited Canterbury and Ramsgate and was present at
evening drills. We trust he was pleased.

&

"A" Company (Thanet).
On Thursday, 15th January, the Ramsgate Detachment held their
Annual Dinner when some 65 sat down to an excellent repast served
at the Royal Hotel, Ramsgate. The guests included Lieut.Colonel
JJ. B. Burns, F. C. Llewellyn, Esq. (Mayor of Ramsgate), Captain
C. S. F. Witts, Lieut. G. R. Warner, 2/Lieut. H. D. Rose and several
exmembers of the local detachment who served with "A" Company
throughout the war including Sgts. Goldsmith and Clayson, Privates
Davis, Simpson, Kemp and that good old Buff, No. 7 Pte. Chapman,
and last, but not least, ExR.Q.M.S. C. J. Mullett who takes a very
keen interest in the doings of his old company. After an excellent
speech by the C.O. an excellent concert was held, the artistes being
drawn from the detachment. The turns varied from a onestringed
fiddle, a concertina, and a mandoline, to a dance turn given by one of
the waitresses, ably assisted by the Royal Hotel Orchestra, kindly put
at our disposal by our host, Councillor T. B. Tisdell. Midnight closed
what was one of the best dinners held since 1572.
On Tuesday last, the Brigade Commander, Colonel R. N. Dick,
C.M.G., D.S.O.j paid a surprise visit to the Ramsgate Drill Hall and saw
some 33 Buffs at work and complimented ActingSergeant Collins on
the performance of the Drums.
We offer our congratulations to LanceCorporal F. Hammon on
being awarded the Territorial Efficiency Medal.
Arrangements are being made to hold a recruiting route inarch and
concert at Ramsgate early in February with a repetition at Margate.
In preparation for the Musketry season, we understand the Skipper
is learning Hebrew.
We offer our congratulations to Sgt. Marshall on being Battalion
shot. Well done, Heme Bay !
CAMEL PLATOON EUITOR.

"C" (Weald) Company.
We regret that there were no Notes from this Company in the last
issue, but Christmas and all its disturbing influences was too mucli
for the Company Editorial Staff and he (or rather " they "), thought
better to concentrate on this month's notes amidst the calmer
atmosphere of midJanuary.
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Owing to the energy and enthusiastic support of Mr. Barton, a verv
successful Smoking Concert was held at Brenchley on December 12th,
resulting m seven recruits joining the Company. We hope to follow
this up with similar efforts in other parts of the Company Area.
During the week preceding the Prize Distribution on December 17th,
each Platoon combined the payment of Bounties with the presentation
by the O.C. Company, of the Prizes given locally by the Trade and
others. We are very grateful for the very generoussupport given to us
in this way.
Just before Christinas we fired a return match on the Miniature
Range, with our friends, the Cranbrook Division Police, again alter
nately firing with their rifles and ours, but using our targets
throughout. As in the first match, we beat them by one point!
We have now got the electric light installed in the Miniature Range
and we hope that this illuminating influence will provide those few
extra points needed to win the Shooting Cup next year.
Before many days we hope to have the new Miniature Range at
Horsmonden fixed up, which should also have good results.
We are now " getting down " to work again and the strength of the
Company is gradually being brought up by recruits in all parts of the
Area.
The following extracts from an account of our doings in December
17th are taken from the Kentish Express.

A.E.T.H.

ANNUAL PRIZE DISTRIBUTION.
The Annual Prize Distribution and Concert in connection with
"C" (Weald) Company, 4th Battalion The Buffs, took place at the
Drill Hall, Cranbrook, on December 17th. The chair was taken by the
Company O.C. (Captain A. E. Loyd Hardcastle), who was supported by
Lt.Colonel E. B. Burns, Colonel J. Body, D.S.O., Colonel W. C. Horsley,
Colonel Meade Waldo, D.S.O., Colonel Jobson, Major D. Dean, V.C.,
Major Eric Clarke, Major J. S. Robson, Major Collard, Captain C. A.
Winch, Captain and Adjutant HammondDavies, M.C., Captain Collins,
Captain Willows, Captain and QuarterMaster Keeler, O.B.E.,
Lieutenant Hewitt, Lieutenant Moss, R.S.M. F. Verlander, C.S.M.
Jones, SergeantInstructor Freeman, SergeantInstructor Dennis,
D.C.M., C.S.M. Margetson, Sergeant F. U. J. Moody, Sergeant S.
Parker, Sergeant S. LeighBreese, and N.C.O.'s of the Company.
Others present included the Rev. H. T. C. Swingler, the Hon. Mrs.
Robson (Mayoress of Tenterden), Mrs. Horsley, Airs. A. E. Lloyd
Hardcastle, Mr. Barton, Mrs. E. Clarke, Mrs. Winch, and others. 
The Chairman, in his opening remarks, said he felt lie should not
be doing his duty unless he made some reference to the loss of an old
friend and supporter, who had recently passed away at the great age of
eightynine years. For more years than most of those present could
remember, SurgeonColonel Joyce had taken an active interest both in
the old Weald of Kent Volunteers and the Territorials. He was with
them at their annual distribution last year and he was sure he was
speaking on behalf of all present when he said their sincere sympathy
went out to the family in the loss they had sustained. The chairman
went on to accord a hearty welcome to those present, especially mem
bers of the Territorial Association, former officers and men of the Old
5th Buffs, Colonel Horsley and several of their old friends from the
Artists Rifles. Continuing, Captain Hardcastle said he did not think
that people realised to the full extent the work the Territorials put
in, as the bulk of their work was done in winter evenings and some of
his men travelled ten and twelve miles on bicycles to attend drills, which
showed their keen spirit. He referred to the Company having won the
Harris Shield awarded to the most efficient Company in the Battalion.
It was a distinction they were very proud of, and they were going to try
and keep it. Although winners of this shield, they were the smallest
Company in the battalion, but there was no reason why they should be
the smallest Company and he appealed to every man to make an effort
to get their Company up to strength. Since this time last year they
had got thirty recruits and they wanted tp get another thirty. By
way of encouragement, an anonymous donor had offered a cup for the
platoon which got the most recruits. Once again they had missed the
shooting cup by a very narrow margin. Several changes had taken
place during the year. Lieutenant Moss and Lieutenant Collins had
both been obliged to leave on account of civilian work. They were very
glad to see Mr. Moss present that evening, and he would like to thank
him for the work he liad done and the great interest he still took in the
Company. Lieutenant Hewitt was unfortunatelv leaving the district.
During his short connection with the Company he"had done a great deal
of most valuable work and he was sure thev would all agree that the
winning of the Harris Shield was in no small degree due to Lieutenant
Hewitt s personal efforts. Another notable change during the year
was the retirement of SergeantMajor Rvlott as Parttime Instructor,
after thirtyseven years' service in the'Regiment, of which twenty
years was spent with the 4th and 5th battalions and they were very
glad to see him present that evening. He desired to take that
opportunity to thank all the ladies and gentlemen, the tradesmen and
others in the various parishes for their generous donations towards
the prizes, which had already been presented. Having presented
Colonel Burns, Captain Davies and Captain Keeler each with a large
size photo of the Weald Company, Captain Hardcastle said this year
there would be four new cups for general efficiency of platoons. They
had been presented by the followingCranbrook, by Mr. Hart 
Horsmonden, by Air. T. D. Harris ; Tenterden, by Afajor Robson ;
and Hawkhurst by himself. There was also the shield presented by
Sir Charles Jessel.
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Colonel Burns then presented SergeantInstructor Dennis with the
long service and good conduct medal. He congratulated the
commanding officer on the success of the Company during the past
year, which was, to a large extent, due to the loyal backing Captain
Hardcastle had received from all ranks of the Company. He then
presented the cups and prizes as follows :—
Elliott Cup (musketry).—1, Pte. J. Clifford, 106 (Tenterden);
2, Sgt. J. Beale, 100 (Tenterden).
Recruits' Cup.—1, Pte. R. Reynolds, 89 (Hawkhurst); 2, Pte. C.
Wickham, 87 (Cranbrook).
Lewis Gun Cup.—1, Cpl. H. Roberts, 67 (Horsmonden); 2, Pte. A.
Ralph, 63 (Tenterden).
Best shooting platoon in. the Company:—1, Tenterden (Sgt.
J. Beale), average 86* 1 ; 2, Cranbrook, 85 3 ; 3, Horsmonden, 821 ;
4, Hawkhurst, 77 T.
Shield for best Lewis gun platoon in the Company.—1, Cranbrook
(Sgt. \V. Cooper), average 48*2; 2, Horsmonden, 48; 3, Tenterden,
4o'6 ; 4, Hawkhurst, 37T.
Best average of the five lowest scores.—1, Cranbrook (Sgt. \V.
Cooper), average 78*5 ; 2, Tenterden, 78T ; 3, Horsmonden, 72*4 ;
4, Hawkhurst, 70 4.
Battle Practice Cup.—1, No. 9 Platoon, Cranbrook (Sgt. W. Cooper),
190; 2, No. 10 Platoon, Tenterden (Sgt. J. Beale), 125; 3, No. 11
Platoon, Horsmonden (Sgt. P. Fuller), 102 ; 4, No. 12 Platoon,Hawk
hurst (Sgt. A. Vousden), 97.
Best shot in Platoon.—Cranbrook : 1, C.Q.M.S. W. Nash, 99 ;
2, LceCpl. A. Pennells. Tenterden: 1, Pte. J. Clifford, 106; 2,
Sgt. J. Beale, 100. Horsmonden: 1, Cpl. H. Roberts, 98; 2, L/Cpl.
F. Fletcher, 91. Hawkhurst: 1, Sgt. A. Vousden, 93; 2, Pte. S.
Bird, 83.
Efficiency Cups.—No. 9 Platoon (Cranbrook), Pte. C. A. Bunch,
47 ; No. 10 Platoon (Tenterden), L/Cpl. L. Last. 39 ; No. II Platoon
(Horsmonden), L/Cpl. S. Rofe, 42; No. 12 Platoon (Hawkhurst),
L/Cpl: W. Gadd, 48.
Colonel Body said he desired to bring a few facts to their notice
of the Past and Present Association, The Buffs, and to announce
that a meeting would be held in that room shortly to form a branch of
the Association. In referring to the objects of the Association, he
pointed out that cspritdecorps was one of its first aims. It dealt
with unemployment, and there was also a benevolent fund. During
the war five thousand Buffs were killed, so there was a good deal of help
required for widows and orphans. There were also cottage homes,
and another thing the Association did was to look after the Buffs'
memorials. It also helped run the regimental paper. Those were
some of the general features of the Past and Present Association, The
Buffs, and his object in bringing the matter to their notice was to get
their interest in it. He reminded them of the saying " Once a Buff,
always a Buff " and said the Past and Present Association was to enable
them to keep in touch with one another. It was a fine thing to keep in
touch with the old regiment.
The CompanySergeantAfajor, on behalf of the noncommissioned
officers, accorded a hearty welcome to all the visitors.
The speeches were intermixed with an excellent musical programme,
which started with community singing, " The Farmer's Boy."
conducted by Lieutenant Hewitt, and included some very enjoyable
violin solos by Miss A. Peirson ; songs by Sergeant S. Parker, Sergeant
F. N. J. Aloody and Sergeant S. LeighBreese, of the Artists' Rifles,
and Lieutenant M. B. Hewitt; quartettes bv the Tenterden Singers,
and a pianoforte duet by Air. and Airs. Harries. Aliss D. Allen acted
as accompanist.
After the Concert dancing was carried on till midnight.

Blinder and Dusty.

B

(THEY SEPARATE).

LIMEY !" spoke Blinder, just back from a raid.
" We didn't 'alf get it in the blooming neck.
It wasn't so much Jerry, as it was our own blokes;
we got right smack into 'is blinking trenches before
we was spotted. I'd just stuck me cheese knife
into the fust bosch I twigged and cut orf 'is shoulder
strap, when some blighter shouts ' turn up for yer
rum '—some old Fritz I 'spose. Of course, use" is
second nature and obedience the fust dooty of a soldier,
so I dashes back to where we 'ad to meet the orficer,
when all of a sudden 'ell was let loose right on us."
Blinder was quite serious as he told his story to
Smudger, Smith and Snowball in the little hole scooped
out of the side of the trench, and having a stretch of
sand bag canvas for a door. To make matters more
uncomfortable, it was one of those beastly black nights
with no moon or stars, but plenty of Plander's slosh.
"Well, yer're blinking lucky to get back, mate"
said Smudger.
" Did yer get any souvenirs, Blinder ?" asked
Snowball. " Any rings, watches and that sort of
stuff to take 'ome ?"

" I didn't wait—all I got was this 'ere shoulder
strapJfrom the Jerry I stuck. Just for identification
so the orficer said. Any'ow, to get on wive the yarn;
Jerry knew what ud 'appen if 'e yelled awt anyfink
abawt ' rum' and it came orf. When I got to the
orficer, blimey if our artillery didn't drop a barrage
slap bang on top of us, and Jerry shoved 'is down right
in front. There we was, stuck right in the middle of
a flaming furnice of shells and machine gun fire.
Surrounded by Very Lights, Star Shells, S.O.S. Flares
grid all the perishing rockets* of the rainbow, made it
impossible almost to get awt of it wiv yer skin. My
gawd, its the worst show I've 'ad for a long time, and
I bet we've lorst forty awt of the fifty that went over.
Anyway, I'm finding
my pal—'as anybody seen
Dusty ?"
" No, I aint seen 'im " said Smudger.
" Neiver 'ave I" spoke Snowball. " P'raps 'ees
down the end of the trench 'aving a kip."
At that moment Donkey Warren came along and
Blinder asked for news.
" I've just come along 'to tell yer, Blinder.
I spotted 'im sling a ' Mills' bomb down a dug out,
when 'e all of a sudden disappeared. There was a devil
of a scrap going on, and I wouldn't be surprised if 'e
aint gone west.'
Blinder scratched his head, thought a moment,
and was just about to speak when Smudger shouted :
" Perish me pink—look what yer're doing Blinder.
That's the only tin of posey we 'as, and yer're sitting
right in it I"
" Well 'ow did I bloomingivell know it was there
replied Blinder. Any'ow ' you ' wasn't .sitting in it—
was yer ?"
Then the spilt jam—strawberry this time, not plum
and apple—was carefully scraped up off the sloshy
ground with the aid of a canteen lid and put back in
the tin. All traces of the same substance was likewise
removed from the back of Blinder's trousers with
a Jack knife, to be saved for breakfast.
" I'm agoin' to find Dusty " suddenly exclaimed
Blinder. " Why, 'e may be lying awt in ' no man's
land ' acrying for 'elp for all we knows."
" Yus ! and I'm acoming wiv yer " said Smudger.
" Yer aint going alone on that job."
" And me " interjected Snowball. " I aint agoing
to see poor old Dusty in trouble if we can get 'im awt
of it."
The three men started off towards Jerry's front
line. Cautiously they crawled along on all fours in
their search for Dusty. Their eyes penetrated far
into the blackness of the night; nothing could be
seen—no sound could be heard. All was silent, still
and uncanny. On they went, until Blinder whispered :
" It was'nt as quiet as this a couple of 'ours ago,
Smudger. What if we 'angs on 'ere a bit—maybe
Dusty's a crawling abawt wounded and we've missed
'im."
" Yus, I agrees wiv yer Blinder. I'd like to
find old Dusty before we goes back'"
" Sh——Sh—ShShSh "
whispered
Snowball.
" Oose that amoving abawt awt there.?"
" Keep still yer blinking idiot" said Blinder.
" Where ?"
" Why—awt there " repeated Snowball.
All three strained their eyes in the direction
indicated. Yes—it was quite true: there ' was'
something doing out there. First it moved to the
right—then to the left—then it was still: was it
Dusty ?" Carefully they stalked the ground of ' no
man's land' in a further crawl forward to discover
who it was moving in front of them. As they
journeyed onwards the blood seemed to trickle down
their spines. At one time all was nearly lost through
Smudger sliding down into a deep waterlogged shell
hole.
" May the bloke that fired the shell that made that
perishing 'ole, stop a coalbox all to 'imself" he
he exlaimed.
" Sh—ShSh
shut up yer blinking fool" said
Blinder. Yer don't want Jerry to know we're 'ear—
does yer ?"

" Yus ! and 'e don't know if it was one of our own
blokes that fired it, eiver " said Snowball.
" Alright " replied Smudger. " Come back ( all
I said. In any case 'e' ought to look where 'ees
dropping 'em." *
" That's what I said a couple of 'ours ago " spoke
Blinder. " Look 'ere, I'm agoin' on in front by
meself in case its a J erry sniper or summit: we don't
all want to stop it, and it don't want a crowd to give
the game away. I'll crawl back and let yer know,
and I 'opes Dusty's wiv me."
As Blinder got nearer the object he lay still—and
stared. Yes I only too true ; either a German sniper
or a poor devil trying to find his way. Only a few (
yards more and identity was established. Just an
ordinary tree stump with one or two gas destroyed
branches aswaying in the wind.
" Well I'm bothered" he said. " Never mind,
Dusty boy, I'll find yer yet."
Blinder crawled back to his mate and directly he
told them the result, that it was neither Dusty nor
a Jerry, but just a stricken old tree stump, both
Smudger and Snowball exclaimed together—
" Gawd b
y—oo'ud fort it!"
Back to their own lines crawled the three down
hearted, disappointed and dejected pals of the Buffs.
Men who had what is known as ' guts '—men who
would face anything and men whom any commander
feels proud to have under his command. They were
descendants of those historic trained bands which
came into being on the birthday of their famous regi
ment just three hundred and fiftysix years ago. It
wants as much ' guts' to fathom the unknown
mysteries of a tree stump or a shadow on a black night,
as it does to go over the top on a bright day.
Picture to yourself the feelings of poor old Blinder
when he found his bosom pal—that pal who had stuck
to him through thick and thin, through times of peace
and war; that pal with whom he had answered the
call of ' Jankers ' so often ; with whom he had drunk
so often in the canteen; that pal with whom he had
shared the wooden bed of a guard detention room
+itT»>c out of number; that pal who, when there was
fighting to be done would exclaim " Come on, Blinder
boy—let's give the blighter summit."
" Come on—buck up, Blinder" spoke Smudger,
as he slapped the downhearted one on the back.
" What is to be will be, and its no good worrying abawt
' Pack up yer troubles in yer old Kit Bag and
Smile—Smile—Smile.'
Pack 'em up, Blinder and sling the blinking bag
into the fust shell 'ole yer spots."
" Yus I its all very fine for yer to talk " replied
Blinder, " but just leave me alone, or ther'll be
blooming trouble. I aint used no sop."
Presently, Spud Austin came up with an Iron Cross
in his.hand. " What do yer fink of that, boys ? Just
got it orf a Jerry that's been pinched."
" What 1 Jerry ?" shouted Blinder.
" Yus mate " continued Spud. "We pinched 'im
'alf 'our ago on patrol, but that aint all I ve^ got
Do yer know 'e 'ad one of our shoulder straps in^ is
pocket and the metal Buffs was broken— ad the s ^
missing. The blighter won't say where 'e got it, eiver.
" Good gawd !" screamed Blinder, " It belongs to
my pal Dusty. Oh gawd—they've killed 'im and cut
orf 'is shoulder strap, just as I did to one of them.
Poor old pal of days now past. Never mind, Dusty
boy—far better yer be shoved awt of mess as a soldier
than be put awt as a perishing coward." Then Blinder
looked at the tot of rum he had drawn and was saving
for Dusty. He picked it up—raised it to his lips—
and drank it.
I knows Dusty, yer'd sooner me 'ad it than give it
back to the quartermaster." A phantom voice seemed
to whisper—
" Of course, Blinder boy—of course.
J.E.

(Continued in April).

THE DRAGON

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
REGULAR FORCES.
I.ieut. A. A. J. X. FearnsideSpced is seed, for service under the
Colonial Office (Nov. 23).
Lieut.Col. L. W. I.ucas, D.S.O., M.C., retires ou ret. pay (Jan. I) ;
Major J. Crookenden, D.S.O., to be Lieut.Col. (Jan. 1)
Capt. G. F.
Hamilton, M.C., to be Major (Jan. I) ; Lieut. C. Lloyd retires, receiving
a gratuity (Jan. 4).

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.
Lt.Col. L. W. Lucas, D.S.O., M.C., ret. pav, to be Lt.Col. (Ian. 1),
with seniority July 30th, 1923.
Lt. C. Lloyd rei. to be Lt. (Jan. 4), with scny. Dec. 12th, 1916.

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Attested as shewn :—
5283707 Pte. E. Penfold, 291127 ; Pte. L W. Adams, 7 12 27 ;
Pte. R. Hubbard, 61227; Pte. A. Vauson, 712 27: Pte. ],'
Hubbard, 71227 : Pte. E. C. Stead, 912 27 : Pte. H. Ii. Spice,
121227 ; Pte. H. Ii. Pullman, Pte. E. E. Pullman, Pte. A. E. C.
Cross, Pte. \V. E. Home, 131227.
Pte. It. G. Millard, 2112 27; Pte. K. New, 221227; Pte V.
Wratten, 301227; Pte. J. Rogers, 2912 27 ; Pte. G. Ridout,
4 128; Pte. J. H. Hancock, 31 28 : Pte. C. V. Rowe, 6128 ; Pte.
I. Kennett, 4128 ; Pte. E Cork, 4128.

APPOINTMENTS.
5718152 Drm. A. Kennedy and 6282932 Pte. A. Hoult, appointed
LanceCorporal (Unpaid), 9 1127.
6281521 Cpl. P. Stubberfield, appointed Paid LanceSergcant,
291227.

POSTINGS.

6337420 Cpl. A. MCNulty, "C," reposted to Battalion from Regtl.
Depot, 24 1127.
6282156 Cpl. A. Salsbury, "C," posted to Regtl. Depot for Tour of
Duty, 91227.
6282150 Cpl. W. Bailey, posted to this Depot from 2nd Battalion
for a tour of Duty, 22 1227.

STRENGTH—DECREASE.
6278788 L/Sgt. E. Wade, reposted to 2nd Battalion, 281227, on
completion of tour of Duty.
6282923 Pte. W. Bell, re posted to 2nd Battalion 11 28.

STRENGTH—INCREASE.
6283706 Boy G. Curran, attested for 2nd Battalion, 18 11 27
for 9 years Colours and 3 years Reserve. Joined 18 1127 and posted
to "H.Q." Wing.

TRANSFERS TO THE ARMY RESERVE.
6278707 L/Cpl. A. Cross, 6278708 Bdnin. H. Boot, 6280460 Pte. A.
Phillips, transferred to the Army Reserve under para. 362 (I), K.R.'s,
4 1227.
The undermentioned N.C.O.'s and Men of the 1st Battalion Middle
sex Regiment, attached to this Depot, transferred to the Army Reserve
oil 101227, on "Demobilization"
7280150 Pte. R. Brudenell, 6279447 Pte. W. Bourne, 6278617 Pte.
F. Brookes, 6278724 Pte. C. Bradley, 6282452 Pte. J. Barlow, 6278762
L/Cpl. A. Cooper, 6278693 Pte. H. Cox, 6278797 Pte. A. Cox, 6278742
Pte. D. Daley, 6279059 L/Cpl. A. Downs, 6281176 Pte. W. Findlav,
6278759 L/Cpl. R. Cunningham, 6278S26 L/Cpl. F. Green, 6278677
Pte. II. Glover, 6279811 Pte. H. Gilbert, 6279568 Pte. H. Holton,
6279707 Pte. F. Hudson, 6278750 Pte. W. Hutchcroft, 6278754 Pte.
H. Kimpton, 6279460 Pte. W. Lambert, 6279335 Pte. R. Lines, 6280352
Pte. R. Moore, 6279281 Pte. C. Marshall, 6278970 Pte. R. Pennell,
M.M., 6278763 Pte. E. P. Powell, 6278660 Pte. M. Robinson, 6278785
Cpl. F. Shaw, 6279274 Pte. S. Thompson, 6279935 Pte. W. Tlirumble,
7812146 Pte. G. McLean.
The undermentioned N.C.O.'s and Men of the 1st Battalion Tlie
Queen's Royal Regiment attached to this Depot, are transferred to the
Army Reserve on dates shown :—
27 12 27
628U56 Pte. W. Atkinson, 6280255 L/Cpl. A. Hadlow,
6280070 Pte. A. Edwards, 6279209 Pte. S. Gregory, 6278681 Pte. S.
Beale, 6279659 Pte. W. Cleak, 6280068 Pte. L. IVyeth, 6279339 L/Cpl.
W. Co'nisbee, 6279355 Pte. F. Copcutt, 6279904 Pte. W. Castle, 6280066
Pte. W. Sullivan, 6279260 Pte. E. Rosser, 6279897 Pte. II. Briggs,
6279688 Pte. R. Broad, 6280155 Pte. R. Coe, 6278668 L/Cpl. E. Foster,
6279993 Pte. II. French, 6278658 Pte. E. Gooding, 6279937 Pte. II.
Gore.
28 12 27 :—126068 Pte. J. Bourne, 6279369 Pte. J. Dimmock,
6279930 Pte. C. Harris, 6280228 Pte. E. Hunt, 6280211 Pte. A. Xotlev,
6278667 Pte. H. Smith, 6280006 Pte. J. Stafford, 6280078 Pte. C. Walls,
6280026 Pte. F. White.
6279939 Pte. F. Bridges, D.C.M., transferred to tlie Army Reserve,
w.e.f. 3128.
(1st Battalion The Queen's Royal Regt. attached).

DISEMBARKATIONS & POSTINGS.
6278707 L/Cpl. W. Cross, 6278708 Bdsmn. II. Boot, 6280460 Pte.
A. Phillips (1st Battalion Tlie Buffs) disembarked at Southampton,
per H.T. Neuralia and joined Depot ou posting, 181127.
6278243 Pte. A. Finn, disembarked at Southampton, per H.T.
Neuralia and posted to Depot, 181127.

6279284 Pte. J. Brockwell (1st Battalion The Buffs) disembarked
at Southampton, 2611 27, ex. H.T. Navasa, admitted to R.V. Hospital,
Netlev, same date and taken on strength.
6282156 Cpl. A. Salisbury, posted to tiiis Depot from 2nd Battalion
for a tour of dutv from 912 27.
6279939 Pte. F. Bridges, D.C.M. (1st Bn. The Queen's Royal Regt.)
disembarked at Portsmouth, ex H.T. Maine, 17 12 27, joined this
Depot same date and attached for all purposes.
6279190 Pte. j. Paull (1st Battalion Queen's Royal Regt.) dis
embarked at Southampton ExM.M.H.S. " Maine," ' 17 1227 and
admitted to R.V. Hospital, Netlev.

LONG SERVICE & GOOD CONDUCT MEDALS.
6278157 C.S.M. H. Howard, M.M., 6188571 Sgt.Cook II. Roue
6278119 Sgt, W. Watson, 6278175 Sgt. R. Adams, 6280301 Pte. It.
Mills, awarded the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. Authority
List issued witii Armv Orders for October, 1927.
6278291 C.S.M, j. MaeWalter, "D," 6278165 Bdm. J. Baker,
" H Q," 6279027 Pte. E. Lcwry, "B," awarded Long Service and Good'
Conduct Medal with gratuitv. Authv :—List issued with A O
October, 1927.

EDUCATIONAL AWARDS.

held at Aldershot in October, 1927.
2647978 Sgt.Instr. T. Fletcher (A.P.T.S. attached) awarded 1st
Class Certificate of Education, 12 10 27. Authority :—E.C.O 1146
dated 2811 27.
*" Distinguished " in Mathematics and Geography.

CONTINUANCE IN THE SERVICE.
6280325 Pte. R. Wise, permitted to continue in the Service for a
further period of one year to 18229.

DEPOT ESTABLISHMENT.
6280325 Pte. R. Wise, Tour of Duty at this Depot extended
to 1S229.

DISCHARGES.
6283705 Pte. F. J. Supple, discharged under para. 363 (v) (a) K R's
141127. (Authy :—H.C.A./5/513/7, d/3ll27.
6278243 Pte. A. Finn, discharged under para. 363 (ix) (a) K.R 's
211127.

COURSES.
6283122 Pte. R. Pollard, "A," attended Course at School of Cookery
from 30927 to 4 11 27 and passed.
6278509 Sgt. G. Emery, "A," attended LQ. 14 Course at S.A.S.
Hythe from 15827 to 21 1027 and passed Q.I.
6281049 Pte. A. Fuggle,
attended Course in Water Duties
from 301027 to 1911 27 and passed.

EXTENSION AND CONTINUANCE.
6278928 Sgt. E. Dowse, M.M., "H.Q.," permitted to continue in
the service beyond 21 years until 19629.
6281115 Pte. H. Steele, "H.Q.'," extended to complete 12 vears
Colour Service, 7 1227.

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.
The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are
taken on the strength and posted to Companies as shewn :—
6283692 Pte. fi.
Court, "B" (W), 261027 ; 6283693 Pte. H.

"C" (C), 21127: 6839185 Pte. F. Page, "D" (D) 17 1027
6283695 Boy R. Ratcliff, "A" (R), 311 27 ; 6283698 Pte. F. Beffin«

"C" (H), 1312 27.
The undermentioned recruit, having joined the Battalii n, is taken
on the strength and posted to Companv as shewn :—
6283911 Pte. A. Marsh, "A" (M), 29 11 27.

DISCHARGES.
6282229 Pte. S. Collins, "C" (C) discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 29 10 27.
6282268 Pte. W. Gisbv, "D" (D), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 61127.
6281863 Pte. II. Holdstock, "A" (M), discharged on Termination
of Engagement w/e from 611 27.
6282301 Pte. A. Maitland, "C" (C) discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 161127.
6281859 Pte. G. Summers, "A" (II.B.) discharged on Termination
of Engagement w/e from 161127.
6280537 Drar. E. Hatcher, "C" (C), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 26 10 27.
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6280678 Pte. J. Roavey, "B" (C) discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 211 27.
6281348 Dmr. H. Tripp, "D" (D) discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 2811 27.
6280829 Pte. A. Burt, "C" (H), discharged on termination of engage
ment w/e from 19 12 27.
6282289 Pte. K. Costen, "B" (S) discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 161227.
6280933 Pte. T. Smith, "A" (H), discharged, liaving joined Royal
Air Force w/e from 12 12 27.
6283625 Pte. Worsdcll, "D" (D) discharged, under para. 1936
(a) T.A. Regs, w/e from 12 1227.
743980 Pte. S. Wakefield, "D" (D), discharged under para. 19312
T.A. Regs, w/e from 121227.
6282248 Sgt. J. Ansell, "D" (F), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 121127.
2215261 Pte. 1. Buudav, "C" (Ilk), discharged, having joined Reg.
Army (R. R.A.), 29 1227.
6282277 Pte. T. Fordred, "D" (F), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 4 12 27.
6281257 Pte. G. Fvnn, "A" (M), discharged under para. 193 2 w/e
from 10 I 28.
6282247 Pte. R. T.ongliursl, "D" (F), discl.arged on termination of
engagement w/c from 9 1127.
6282249 Pte. J. Madden, "P" (F), discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 121127.
6282280 Pte. F. McCrow, "D" (F), discharged oh termination of
engagement w/e from 12 1227.
6282259 Pte. F. Spencer, "D," (F) discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 2511 27.
6281964 T,/Cp1. R. Steptoe, "D," (I") discharged on termination of
engagement w/e from 16 1 28.

The Famous Hygienic
Mouth Preparation.
In

Form

IS OBTAINABLE AT—

M O N T E C A R L O . —H. Adam—Pharmacie

Anglaise.

N I C E . —Pharmacie

Magenta.

Leoncini—1,

Place

J U A N  L E S  P I N S .—Pharmacie

cale—Palais Mirasol,
ma rtel.

APPOINTMENTS.

6282892 Pte. J. Bean. "C," appointed Paid LanceCorporal w/e
from 11127.
6282886 Pte. L. Last, "C," appointed Paid LanceCorporal, w/e
from 11127.
6282837 Pte. T. Dunster, "A," appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal.

Powder

Proven
Avenue Sara

C A N N E S .—Pharmacie A11gloIrtan9ai .se—

Brearley, Bascoul and
Rue d'Antibes.

R EENGAGEMENTS.

Rondett, 77,

B I A R R I T Z . —Pharmacie

Felix
Place Georges Clemenceau.

6280859 Pte. II. Sinclair, reengaged for one year on 11127 from
141127.

TRANSFERS.

6282716 Pte. C. Lott. "B" (C), transferred to 385th Bty. R.A. w/e
from 151227.
6339213 Pte. A. Prince, "C" (C) transferred from 4th Battalion
Royal West Kent Regt. w/e from 1 128.
6283630 Pte. B. Houdy, "C" (C) transferred to 9tli Bn. Middlesex
Regiment w/e from 231127.

Moureu,

L O N D O N . —Messrs. Heppells, Ltd.
P A R I S . —26, Rue Cambon.

MALTBY'S
for8

MOTORS.
DISTRIBUTORS & AGENTS
FOR

MORRIS  OXFORD,
MORRIS  COWLEY,
WOLSELEY,
BUICK, HUMBER,
SUNBEAM,
MINERVA,
LAGONDA, M.C. SPORTS

ALL THE LATEST MODELS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY.
CONSULT

US

BEFORE

BUYING.

and

MORRIS  COMMERCIAL
CARS.
Your old Car taken in part payment.
Easy payments arranged

to suit you.

5

ST.

PETER'S

STREET,

a AnsrTIEIE^BTTIR,"^".

Phone

454.

77ierNavi/IArmy and
C4ir Force Institutes
EXISTS TO
SERVE
SERVICESthe
It is the Services'ou>n Business

PRICE

LISTS

AND

CATALOGUES

INCLUDE:

PROVISIONS, GROCERIES, CONFECTIONERY, WINES &
SPIRITS, TOBACCOS, CIGARS & CIGARETTES,
SPORTS GOODS & PRIZES, SPORTS OUT
FITTING, FANCY GOODS, HARDWARE,
BOOKS,

STA TIONER Y

PRINTING, CUTLERY

AND
AND

PLATE, ETC., ETC.
N.A.A.F.I, specializes in quality and can supply all .Service requirements,
but is strictly limited to dealing with serving members of the Regular
Forces, their wives and families, and Territorials during Annual Training.
HEADQUARTER

MFERIAL

COURT,

UPPER

OFFICES—

KENNING TON

LANE

S.E.n

Phone: South Farnhorough 403.

CUNNINCTON & CO.,
(W. H. T. CUNNINGTON),

GENERAL
SPOR^^^^^^TTERS
to H.M. Forces at Home and Abroad for
nearly half a century.
7
SPECIALISTS in all Requisites for
FOOTBALL (Association or Rugby).

MERCHANTS

& CAMP OUTFITTERS.

PEABOBY RD., SOUTH FARNBOROUGH

HOCKEY, GOLF, SQUASH RACKETS,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
, BADMIIMGTON, Etc., also BOXING
TOBACCO
CIGARETTES
and ATHLETIC Requirements.

Complete List Post Free.

SALTERS'

GLASS

CHINA

EARTHENWARE

ENAMELWARE

CLEANING
" T h e Sports Specialists,"
23 HIGH STREET, ALDERSHOT.
SUNDRIES
Telephone 92.
. One Minute from the Queen Hotel.

WHITES
ALDERSHOT.

DRAPERS & FURNISHERS
TEA

REMOVALS

PURVEYORS OR
MEAT, FISH, POULTRY,
GAME, VENISON & ICE.

HEAD OFPICE : 120 BROAD STREET, READING.

STORAGE.

MILITARY TAILORS,
MILITARY BOOTMAKERS.
GET EVERYTHING

G0LEBR00K& COMPANY, LTD
Lynchford Road, North Camp.

DAILY.

and

Tel.: 7 South Farnhorough.

Fish Supplies direct from the Coast Daily.

LOUNGE.

MUSIC

CARNIVAL
GOODS

AT

Tel.: South Farnhorough 19.

DEEPCUT DAIRIES.
Proprietor: W. RAINEY.

GUERNSEY & JERSEY COWS KEPT FOR THE NURSERY.
PURE NEW MILK FROM OUR OWN COWS.
INSPECTION

INVITED.

ALDERSHOT'S SENIOR STORE. Farnhorough Rd, South Farnhorough

Post free
Ireland & Abroad.
8/ per annum.
4/ 6 months.
2 '  3 months.

O

WriteEditor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury,
Telephone: 513.

JU'CieS "glegtmenf—(Sneer's Qttm "gtiffes of {Scmctda.

No. 340.

March, 1928.

Army Order.
THE WAR OFFICE,

2nd February, 1928.
DEATH OF FIELDMARSHAL THE
EARL HAIG.

I

T HE Army Council, on the melancholy
occasion of the death of FieldMarshal
the Earl Haig, K.T., G.C.B., O.M., G.C.V.O.,
K.C.I.E., D.C.L., LL.D., Colonel, Royal Horse
Guards, 17th/21st Lancers and King's Own
Scottish Borderers, desire to place on record
their sense of the heavy loss which the Army
and the Empire have sustained. The late
FieldMarshal had already served in many
campaigns with great distinction and had held
high appointments where he had had
opportunities of training troops whom he
subsequently commanded in the Great War.
As CommanderinChief
of
the British
Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders,
he bore through four long j^ears the heaviest
burden which has ever been carried by
a British soldier in the history of the Empire.
He led the forces of the Empire to victory
and placed his countrymen under a debt of
gratitude which is fully acknowledged now and
will, the Council are persuaded, be no less fully
recognized by succeeding generations.
Always studious of the welfare of the
troops under his command in the field, since
the war he devoted without stint his time and
great energy to promoting the interests of
those who had risked their employment, their
health and their lives in the service of the
King.
He has left to the Army an imperishable
memory and to the Empire a glorious example.
By Command of the Army Council,
H. J. CREEDY.

Price Sixpence

Personalia.
The capacity of Canterbury Cathedral was
taxed to its utmost on February 5th, when
a very impressive Memorial Service was held
for Lord Haig.
We know of many who
would have attended had it been possible
for them to have received an earlier
notification of the Service.
The county and the country have suffered
a grievous loss by the death of Lord Sackville.
He was always keenly interested in the Regi
ment. The 4th Battalion especially will miss
him greatly, for as Chairman of the Kent
T.A. Association he did much for them.
The great affection which he inspired
among all classes was clearly shown by the
fact that the vast crowd which attended Lord
Sackville's funeral service at Sevenoaks
contained people in every rank of life. Those
who were fortunate enough to obtain
admission to the Church were much struck
with the singular appropriateness of the
" Special Prayer" which spoke of Lord
Sackville as one " who without thought of
reward or glory gave up his days to the service
of his fellowmen "
and " who by the
force of his unconscious example was a
strength and an inspiration to all who knew
him."
General The Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur Paget is,
we are glad to hear from Cannes, very well
indeed.
MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell was
present at the Branch Meetings of the Past
and Present Association held at Dover, Cran
brook and Ashford during February, and at the
Ladies Night, held by the London Branch on
25th ultimo.
Sir Arthur also opened, during the month,
the new 4th Battalion Drill Hall at Littlebourne.
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MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge is
:
 ifishing in Ireland, ahld was therefore, much, to
i/his regret, unable 'to be present at the
Cranbrook Meeting of the Past and Present
^Association. on the 15th ultimo or the
r^Ladies' Night of the London Branch at the
//Bedford Hotel on the 25th. It is hoped to
'publish an account of the latter in next
month's Dragon.  ,
y!
i;

' ' ' 

'"

, 

;

» '.

v Mrs. and Miss Ingouville Williams are
staying at 2 Sussex Mansions, S.W.7. until
such time as they can find a small house.
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Lucas are still at
Cannes, enjoying the best of weather. We
understand that they will not be returning
home until May. :'
We congratulate Lieut.Colonel J. Body and
Captain Loyd Hardcastle on the great success
of the meeting organized by them and held at
Cranbrook on the/15tb ult., to establish a
Weald Branch of the Past and Present
Association. Some 200 all ranks were present,
including a party of_ twentytwo members of
the Ashford Branch. Over sixty, new
members were enrolled. A full account of the
Meeting will be found under the Association
notes.
It is regretted that the flashlight
photograph of the meeting taken by that
enterprising paper, the Kent Messenger, is not
sufficiently dear (due to. tobacco, smoke) to
reproduce. .. ,
Lieut.Colonel. E. B. Burns is, we are very
sorry to learn, laid up with neuritis, possibly
as a result of his recent actident in the hunting
field.  \Ve wish him a speedy and complete
recovery.
Lieut.Colonel J.: Crookenden has returned
to Aldershot on the expiration of his leave.
Captain and Mrs. Goff have gone abroad
until after Easter.
v Major W. H. Booth isanxiously awaiting

the righting of the water on the Wye before
launching his annual and intensive campaign
on the salmon. Major Booth can hardly
expect to beat his last season's record, but we
wish him the bestofsport.
Major G. Hickman has returned from
Cannes looking. ail the better for the change;
>Major. J. E; ;Whitacre Allen is taking up
a, Staiff Appoipfment at HongKong.
[S

Major 'G. F. Hamilton is due to sail oh;
March 7th,. with a 'draft of 110 all ranks to
join the 1st Battalion.
We congratulate Major F. H. Keeler on.
bis promotion.
BrevetMajor A. G. Kenchington, M.C., now
of the R. Tank Corps, has been appointed;
Liaison Officer, G.S.Q., 2nd Grade.
We have good news of Capt. R. Watson
from Paris, where we understand his new
business is promising well. Further particulars
of the latter can be gleaned from, our
advertisement columns.
We congratulate Capt. J. R. and Mrs.
Willows on the birth of a daughter.
We are very glad to hear that Captain T.
Cook has obtained civil employment, but
regret that this will we understand necessitate
him and his family leaving Canterbury.
Mr. Turner having returned from Shanghai
and joined, the 2nd Battalion at Aldershot,
will, we hope, send, us for publication an
account of his experiences in China.
Mr. W. H. Rowe writes cheerily from
Meru, Kenya Colony. He gives the following
news of Buffs in East Africa :
" Mallam, who is stationed at a place
called Wajeir, about 200 miles from here,
should be passing through Meru next month
en route to Nairobi. Crozier is still at Moyali
and Mitchell at Sankuri. Barry, I hear, is
in Tanganyika and John Chester in the South,
tobacco planting. Sankey is with me and
is very fit."
Kenya has, we hear, recently been
experiencing mild earthquakes and the
inhabitants are beginning to wofider whether
Mount Kenya is going to turn volcanic or do
something equally unpleasant.
We offer our sincere sympathy to the Hon.
W. E. C. and Mrs. James oh the death of their
infant daughter.
The following Sandhurst Cadets have
been posted to the Regiment: Mr. B. H.
Craig (to 1st Battalion), Messrs. J. F. Connelly
and N. R. Reeves (to 2nd Battalion). We
wish them all success , and every happiness;
We very much regret to announce the
death of Mrs. Eaton, wife of George Eaton,
who was so well known in the 1st Battalion.
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Quite recently we had the pleasure of seeing
Mr. Eatoh at a meeting of the London Branch
of the Past and Present Association. His
many old friends will join us in sending him
bur very sincere sympathy in his loss.
An account of the great day spent by
a large party of the London Branch of the
Past and Present Association at Aldershot
will be found on page 74.
The great hospitality and welcome
accorded the visitors by all ranks oftthe 2nd
Battalion was very fully appreciated!!
The Secretary of the Past and Present
Association informs us that another Cabaret
Ball is to be held at Canterbury in aid of the
funds on or about May 18th.
The Guards Depot, now occupying the old
Cavalry Barracks,, has promised to assist
towards the success of the entertainment.
The team race, Buffs v. Norfolk Regiment
takes place in the. R.E. point to point near
Arborfield on April 4th. Teams to consist
of six, but if one Regiment can only raise a less
number of horses, the race shall be for teams
of that number. A Regiment may run any
number of horses, but the team must be ear
marked beforehand.
The Buffs team to be selected from:
Capt. Morgan (2 horses) ; Capt. Knight,
(2 horses) ; Major Field, (1 horse) ; Capt.
Stronge, (1 horse); Lt. Bruce, (1 horse).
We congratulate the Depot Recruits on
their victory in the Boxing Competition with
the Depot of the Royal West Kent Regiment.
It was a very pleasant family affair.
Talking of family affairs we are reminded of an
incident which occurred in the Canteen at Peshawar
many years ago. Some of our men were discussing
with some men of the Royal West Kent Regiment the
eternal question of " Men of Kent and Kentish men."
The discussion became rather heated and some men
of another Regiment joined in. At once Buffs and
West Kents turned and rent the intruders with the
remark " What the —— are you doing, butting in on
a family affair."
In our opinion, the famous novelist, Mr. Pett Ridge,
in" a recent talk about East and West Kent on the
wireless, put the matter in a nutshell. He said
" The Medway divides us, but nothing else."

We congratulate the 4th Battalion on the
remarks of the G.O.C. 44th Home Counties
Division regarding their Weapon Training
Report which he considers " very satis
factory " and adds " I congratulate the
Battalion."
The disappearance of all third class shots
is a specially gratifying feature of the report.
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. , We are indebted to Mr.. A. J. Waterfield,
of Palmers Green; for news'of Mr.'Jk G. Haynes
(late 3383) who we are sorry to learn is lying
seriously ill with dysentry in the.Royal North'
ern Hospital. Haynes joined the Buffs in 1891
and served in the Chitral, South African and
Great War.

Births, Marriages ahd Deaths.

BIRTHS
'
Fletcher 2647978 Sgt.Instr. I. Fletcher,
(A.P.T.S. attached), a daughter, Elizabeth
Mary, born at Wentworth, Yorkshire, oir

16/1/28.

Freelove.—6278533 Pte. E. Freelove, " C,"
a son, Albert George, born ' at Aldershot,
on 18/12/27.
McLean.—6278184 Sgt. H. McLean, " Afij
a son, Brian Douglas, born, at Married.
Families Hospital, Bareilly, 25/11/27.  
Moore.—6280023 Pte. A. Moore,. "A," h
daughter,
Norah, . born at Gibraltar,
28/9/27. .
M APUTAFLTG

Down—Adams.—6281478 Pte. L. .Down,
" H.Q.," married at Farnhorough, 14/12/27/
to Alice Frances Adams.
' !
Marchant—Ware.—6281380 Pte. . L. Mar'.'
chant, " H.Q.," married at Goudhurst,
Kent, 26/12/27, to Kathleen Alice Ware;'
Mullinger—Thatcher.—6281643 L/Cpl. F.
Mullinger, " D," married at' Canterbury,
18/4/27 to Bessie Laura Louisa May
Thatcher.
Young—Tomkins.—6282142 Pte. E. Young,
" C," married at Melcombe Regis, Dorset,
25/12/27, to Kathleen' Louise Alcorn'
Tomkins.
DEATHS.
. .
Maillard.—Walter; late Orderly Room Ser
geant Depot, The Buffs, at Colindale Sana
torium, Hendon, 27/12/27. '
Martin.—6280010 L/Cpl. H. Martin, " H.Q.,"
son, Thomas John, died at Bareilly 'from
Enteritis, 26/12/27.
>
"

Our Contemporaries.

We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" Aldershot Command News."
.  .
" Journal of the Nigeria Regiment." J
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" On the March."
" The DieHards."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Bugle."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Snapper." "Argyllshire Highlanders' News."
"The Bang's Shropshire Light Infantry and
Herefordshire Regimental Journal."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The London Scottish Regimental Gazette.,"
" British Legion Journal."
" The Ypres Times."
" Journal of The Honorary Artillery Co."
"Journal.of The Royal Army Service Corps."
" The Suffolk Regimental Gazette." " The Sapper."'
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Past and Present Association, The Buffs.

M

INUTES of the 75th meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at The
Depot on Saturday, 4th February, 1928, at 5 p.m.
Present:—

Lt.Col.. J. Crookenden, D,S.O. (in the Chair).
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson and J. V. R. Jackson.
Captain C. J. Wood,. M.C.,
In attendance : Major F. W. Foster (Dover), Capt.
J. Enright (London), Mr. J. Marchant (Dover), Mr. J.
Lancefield (Ashford).
MINUTES of the last meeting were passed and signed
by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK CLUB.—It was decided
that in the event of the Middlesex v. Kent Match in
August taking place on  the St. Lawrence ground,
immediately preceding the match against the West
Indians, that the; Secretary should write to all
members of the Canterbury Cricket Week Club, asking
whethfer they would be prepared to take tickets in an
enclosure tent for these twcr matches.
Past and Present Association.
PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION DINNER.—The
Committee having heard the views of the Branch
Representatives regarding the venue for the Annual
Association Dinner this year, decided that, in view of
the station of the home Battalion, it should be held in
London, if possible at the Cannon Street Hotel. The
Committee further recommended that when the home
Battalion is stationed in Kent, the advisability of
holding the reunion in the County should be
favourably considered.
BENEVOLENT FUND RULES.—On the proposal of
Captain Enright, it was approved that the rules under
which assistance could be granted should be reworded,
in order to make it clear to all concerned that normally,
financial assistance would only be rendered to members
of the Association. *
EMIGRATION.—A letter from the War Office on this
subject was placed before the Committee, in
consequence of which it was decided that at present it
was not feasible for the Association to assist financially
any of the existing schemes, other than by making
advances to selected men to cover passages and landing
fees.
CABARET BALL.—Provided the loan of the
Gymnasium could be obtained from the Guards, it was
decided that another Cabaret Ball in aid of the Funds,
should he held in May.
FINANCE.—The following was approved :—
(a) The widow of the late Pte.
, a pension of 5/
a week, subject to review..
(b)
5/ per week for a period not exceeding eight
weeks, pending employment.
(c) Mr.
. It was decided the original decision
as detailed in Minute 568a should be adhered to.
(<f)
. The Secretary was instructed to write to
Mrs. John Scrimgeour thanking her on behalf
of the Committee for her great generosity in
providing this man with an autopropelling
chair, and to say that the Committee would be
pleased, if Mrs. Scrimgeour so desired,
to subscribe something towards the cost.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING.—To be held at The
Depot on Saturday, 3rd March, 1928, at 5.30 p.m.

DISBURSEMENTS.

During the period 18/1/28 to 18/2/28 the following
disbursements have been made:—
£ s. d.

1928
Jan. 19. Grant
Grant
20. Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
23. Grant
24. Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
26. Grant
Grant
28. Grant
30. Grant
Feb. 1. Grant
Grant
Grant
2. Grant
6. Grant
7. Grant
16. Loan .
17. Grant

0

2

2 6

0

1 0
0 10
1 0

2 0

2

0

1 10
0 10

1 0
0 10
1 0
1 10 0
1 0 0
1 3
1 8
0 15
1 10

1 15

1 10

1 0

1 0
3 0
1 0
DONATIONS.

During the period 18/1/28 to 18/2/28 the following
donations have been received :—
Captain N. D. Rice
...
T.Trevor, Esq
Capt. J. M. Pritchard
Mr. W. Wilkin

—
—

£ s.
0 13
2 !
2 2
0 2

d.
6
2

2

6

NEW MEMBERS.

During the period 18/1/28 to 18/2/28 the following
new members have been enrolled :—
K. C. H. Cornwall, G. Constance, W. P. Sinclair, T. B. Potter, H.
Taylor, A. A. Renndes, A. Cook, A. Gunston, C. Poulton, G. Meredith,
C. Varnam, W. Denny, J. J. Hillier, S. Wilson, F. G. Mossett, Rev. P.
Dorman, S. E. Goldsack, C. J. Pettet, E. G. Tonbridge, J. S. Durham,
A. Baldock, E. Norman, J. Hart (Associate).

London Branch.
REUNION GATHERING AT ALDERSHOT.
About sixty members of the London branch, Past and Present
Association, The Buffs, paid a visit to the 2nd Battalion of the regiment
at Blenheim Barracks, North Camp, on Sunday, and spent an
exceedingly enjoyable day. It was the first visit of the kind,
the branch having been formed only about a year. It had been
intended that the old Buffs should attend church with the serving
members of the battalion, but the parade was cancelled owing to the
rain, and instead the visitors made an interesting tour of the barracks.
The party travelled to Aldershot in motor coaches.
Lunch was served in the Recreation Room, where a number of the
officers, aU the members of the sergeants' mess and corporals and
privates with over 12 years' servicesat down among their old comrades.
The officers present were MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbndge, K.C.B.,
Brig.General R. McDouall, C.B., C.M.G., C.B.E., D.S.O., Major Guy
Lee D.S.O., M.C., Major C..S. Field, O.B.E., Major G. Hamilton, M.C.,
Captain E. A. Carter, Captain H. C. C. Morley, Captain H.C.T. Stronge,
D.S.O., M.C., andLieutenants J. E. King, C. Haggard, P. T. G.Lynden
Bell and P. Dare.
 Major Guy Lee welcomed the visitors on behalf of the 2nd Battalion,
and said it was a great delight to all those who were serving to see them
there. The old members of the regiment were to have marched to
church at the head of the battalion, but, unfortunately, that had fallen
through. Major Lee then proposed the health and prosperity of the
old Buffs, the toast being accorded musical honours.
Captain J. Enright, chairman of the London branch,.said, in reply,
that t»ip'r visit was like going back home, as many of them had spent
a great part of their lives in the regiment. To those who ware still
serving he would say " peg away," because the roads of civil life were
hard and stony, and many old Buffs probably would spend their years
in the regiment differently if they had the opportunity of serving their
time again.
Members of the London branch then drank the health of all ranks
of the 2nd Battalion.

75
The afternoon was devoted to a shooting match in the miniature
range, and to contests at snooker and billiards.
Two practices,
grouping and application, were fired at the range, Captain Enright
making the best shoot of the afternoon with a possible for both
practices. The Present team won the shooting match by a large
margin, the scores being as follows :—
Past.—Mr. E. Tong, 33; Mr. Thomas, 14; Mr. Flooder, 17;
Mr. Morgan, 9 : Mr. Ainge, 38 ; Capt. Enright, 45 ; Mr. Port, 44 
Mr. Brudenell, 38 ; Mr. Carter, 41 ; Mr. B. Field, 4 ; Mr. Stone, 38 ;
Mr. Tapsell, 35 ; Mr. Hierons, 29 ; Mr. H. S. Myers, 28 ; Mr. Davis
14 ; Mr. Giles, 14 ; Mr. Burt, 1 ; Mr. Stringer, 0; Mr. Lee, 1 ; Mr.
MacMahon, 9. Total, 475.

Knightes, 38: Sgt. Bail, 17; Sgt. Amos, 0: C.S.M. Coaster 30
Pte. Gentle, 40 ; Cpl. Martin, 36. Total, 569.
The Present team also proved successful at billiards and snooker,
in which there was a time limit of 12 minutes for each player. A Past
player who complained that the table was not true eventually
discovered that lie was playing with a set of " freak " balls. Results":
Billiards.—Present (C.S.M. Coaster, Lt. J. E. King, Pte. Bryan,
Pte. Lewry, I,/Cpl. Harper, L/Cpl. Burton, Cpl. Thompson and Q.M.S.
Reeketts), 272. Past (Messrs. Marshall, Lamb, Austin, Roulier and
Peacock, Capt. Carter, Mr. Keeniugs and Capt. Enright), 133.
Snooker.—Present (Pte. Gentle, Sgt. Bromlev, Cpl. Gillett, Major
Hamilton, L/Cpl. Strand, R.S.M. Vaughan, Pte. Whittington and
L/Cpl. Bennett), 121. Past (Messrs. Bucknor, Browne, Marshall,
Adams, Austin, Keenings, Warren and Port), 112.
In the evening a concert was held in the Sergeants' Mess. R.S.M.
C. E. Vaughan presided, and an enjoyable programme was given by the
Dandy Entertainers. Captain Enright proposed a hearty 'vote
of thanks to tlie 2nd Battalion, on whose behalf Major Guy Lee
responded.
(Aldershot News.)

UNEMPLOYMENT LIST FOR FEBRUARY, 1928.
No. 23.
No. 28.

1st Bn.
6th „

Tottenham.
Winclimore Ilill.

No. 30.
No. 31.
No. 32.

1st
2nd
1st

„
„
„

No. 33.

7th

„

Carlisle.
Eltham.
Southampton.
(Will come to London).
Duhvicli.

No. 36.
No. 38.
No. 41.
No. 42.
No. 43.

1st
1st
6th
2nd
1st

„
„
„
„
„

Clapham.
Camden Town.
Stratford.
Woolwich.
Plumstead.

No. 44.
No. 46.
No. 48.
No. 49.
No. 50.

8th
2nd
2nd
1st
1st

„
„
„
„
„

Battersea.
Clapham.
Plumstead.
Walthamstow.
Bermondsey.

Labourer.
Fitter's
Mate.
Ex
perienced.
Groundsman.
Caretaker or Timekeeper.
Timekeeper, etc.
Builder's Storekeeper,
Checker, etc.
Timekeeper.
Messenger.
Motor Driver.
Painter.
Valet (six years Officer's
servant).
Labourer.
Light Work.
Labourer.
Labourer.
Carman, Brewer's dray
driver.

NOTE :—No. 39. Gillingham. Now suited.
I very specially ask AI.I. to assist in placing the above THIS month.
Ring up BATTERSEA 2657.
26, Doyle Road, S.W.I7.

J. E. ENRIGHT,

Capt.

Minutes of Meeting held at the " Windsor Castle," Victoria, ou the
evening of Saturday, February 1 ltli.
1. The meeting was opened at 8.20 p.m. by Capt. Enright who
was in the chair.
The first item on the Agenda was the election of officers for the
ensuing year. The ensuing ballots resulted as follows :—
1.
Chairman:—Capt. Enright. Reelected unanimously.
2.
ViceChairman .—Capt. Carter, M.C.
3.
Hon. Secretary :—Mr. Ainge, reelected unanimously.
4.
treasurer:—Mr. Port, reelected unanimously.
Capt. Enright then requested the meeting to consider the question
of appointing an assistant Secretary and assistant Treasurer, pointing
out the necessity of having someone to deputize in cases of emergency
for the Secretary and Treasurer. After some discussion Mr. Bolton
was proposed by Capt. Carter and seconded by Mr. Burt for the office
n.nt
^ the
meeting.
The following were elected to form a Committee, one representative
being chosen to represent each Battalion.
Mr. Austin (1st Bn.) ; Mr. Clark (2nd Bn.) ; Mr. Lee (3rd Bn.) ;
Mr. Lancaster (4th Bn.) : Capt. Donald (5th Bn.) ; Mr. Harrison
(6th Bn.) ; Mr. Lamb (7th Bn ) ; Mr. Devlin (8th Bn.) ; Mr. Rye
(9th).
It was suggested by Capt. Enright that a subcommittee should be
formed to deal with the entertainments and unemployment questions.
It was decided that Messrs. Hart, Hearn and Cap't. Smith, should
join the unemployment committee, and Messrs. Burt, Warren and
Bolton the entertainment committee.
2. The minutes of the last meeting were read by the Secretary.
3.—CORRESPONDENCE.—The Secretary dealt with various matters
arising under this heading, i.e., photos of the Aldershot visit, the forth
coming ladies' night, subscriptions, the Cenotaph Parade, etc.
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At this point the meeting was joined by Major Hamilton and Major
Field of the 2nd Battalion. The visitors were heartily received in the
usual manner.
Capt. Enright voiced the feeling of the meeting in a short speech
dealing with the recent visit to Aldershot, in which he expressed the
high appreciation and gratitude of all who took part in that visit at the
way they had been received and made welcome by the 2nd Battalion.
Letters were also read from Sir Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B.,
K.C.M.G., etc., regretting that he was unable to join in the visit and
hoping that it would be made an annual affair ; also from Major Guy
Lee. Letters were also received from the Commissioner of Police
giving permission for a parade at the Cenotaph in May, Mr. Horton of
the " Cricketers' Inn " and Cpl Durham, R.A.F., applying for Member
ship ; Mr. Hart with reference to tlie recent death of his wife ; Mrs.
Catchpole, replying to a letter of sympathy in the death of her husband,
late R.S.M. of the 1st Battalion.
The meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.
The following story is told by a prominent member of the London
Branch of the Past and Present Association. He recently visited in
Hospital an old Buff who must be over seventy years of age. The old
Buff enquired after an old Buff officer who is certainly sixty and when
told about the latter remarked: " He was my company officer. I
knew he'd do all right. He was a smart kid, he was."

Dover Branch.

The Fourtii General Meeting was held at the Drill Hall of "D"
Company, 4th Battalion, on Thursday, 2nd February. We had a good
muster of the Boys and a very pleasant meeting was spent.
Sir Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., Colonel Findlay,
C.B.E. and Lieut. Colonel Crookenden, D.S.O., kindly paid us a visit
and very greatly appreciated it was, indeed. Sir Arthur recognized
an old Buff in Mr. D. Saunders, now mine host of the " Bell," Lydden,
and referred to the many tussles they had had together on the Rugby
Field in India. Some time ago that was, though !
Captain Cole, C.G.M., D.S.M., wellknown in the Second Battalion,
was also there. To most of the Buffs he will always be known by his
old nickname however. We cannot forget these old names you know..
So we gather there is by this time a Weald of Kent Branch and there
will soon be a Chatham Branch. No doubt the Isle of Thanet will be
looking arOund. Well, the more the merrier.
Our meeting closed with a jolly concert in the Billiard Room where
we were entertained by Mr. and Mrs. Cock, Messrs. Smithers, Etheridge
and Tom Jar vis, with Messrs. Hogben and Fred Fox at the piano.
Five new members joined up.
There is shortly to be a shooting match with the R.A.O.C. Old
Comrades' Association and a series of games with the Ashford Branch.
The Whist Drive organised by Mr. A. Decort in aid of the funds of
the Branch was held in the Town Hall, on the 7th. There were 70
tables occupied and there were some good prizes. One of the winners
appears tohave been our old friend, C.Q.M.S. Tong.

WHAT THE ASSOCIATION DOES.
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E., Secretary of: the Past  and Present
Association, said'some people remarked What's the good of joining ?
What do we get out of it ? " The Past and Present Association helped;
to maintain old .friendships, which were established years ago. It
was also one of the cheapest forms of insurance' that any man could,
enter into, and cost 2s. 6d. a year. They endeavoured to, help: old
Buffs, their wives and dependents, who, were on. the rocks; grant:
loans; get children into convalescent homes;, etc.; ail' for 2s. 6d. a
year, or £1 for life. He was not boasting, but the Past and Present
Association of the Buffs was looked upon by many regiments as being
one of the best in the country. It had its reunion meetings, also the
memorial service at Canterbury. Last year some" 60;men came from:
London, 50 from Ashford,. and other members from other parts.. On
August 18th of this year they hoped to,see a big'detachment from the
Weald. There was also the annual, dinner on October 20th' in London,
and it was hoped that when the 2nd BattalionBute were removed:from
Aldershot to Kent, the annual dinner would be held in Kent. Another
benefit was that members were found work. Permanent jobs had.
been found for a number of men; and, duringthe. last twelve months
300 men had joined the Association. In. thelastfinancialyear £1,100
 had been paid out under the Benevolent Fundi, At anytime, hewould
onlv be too pleased,as secretary, to helpany member of the Association.
On the motion of the rhntrmnti; seconded; by Major. :Eric Clarke,
Colonel Body was appointed Cliairmanotthe WealdiBrancln:

BUFFS' COMRADESHIP IN. THE WEALDV

Colonel Body,, in taking over the chair from) Major'GeneraL Sir
Arthur LyndenBell, said Captain Hardcastle waareally the starter of
the branch, and had done most of the work. in. farming.its. It was
thought that the Weald, of. Kent was just toeplaeetokeepthespirit
of
Buffs' real comradeship together. Hehoped the young: men: of the
district would join.the Bute,, because by going ihto a Kent regiment
they would be.among friends. Hewas confident it was onlyamatter
 of time before many more Buffs would, comein to, toeAssociation: when.
. they knew what the branch was doing.: He had' received messages of
good luck from Sir Guy Bainbridge,.,MajorTaoksom Captain Terry,.
Ashford,. Dover and. I^ondott branches, andt ftom. the 2nd; Battalion:
and The Depot. Major Guy Lee hoped, that The Dwgonwouldalways
reign supreme in the Weald of Kent. Other. messages came: from.
Colonel. Burns, Mr. Herbert Alexander;,GblnnelHussey,, and: one from,
the 37th Dogras from: India,.in:which' they sent best wiShestoall!Buffs..
In,the absence of Col..Burns,, Capt A E. LoydlHardcastlfi pmposed:
Captain: V.. Dampier Palmer as. ViceChairman:. Sgft, OlConnelil:
. seconded, and the appointment was carried...
Captain,Palmer; in reply, said.for33: years he.llndilind. the privilege
: of calling, himself a Buff,. and; during: tliat time: he hadi made many
friendships. The. value: ofi the: appointment aa vicechairman:: was,
increascdibybeing'second:in.command! toiColbneIBody;.tiecausealll liis
'life Colonel Body had,not.only1 been.his.nearneighboiuvbnt llis.great
FLOREAT DUBRES..
friend.


Ashford Branch.

The monthly meeting was held at the " Invicta Hotel,on 11th
February, 1928.
A good muster turned up and we had a very enjoyable evening. 
Mr. J. King was in tlie Chair, assisted by General Sir Arthur Lynden
Bell and various items were under discussion. The following were
elected additional members on the committee :—Messrs. A. Waghorne,
B. Barham, G. Tomsett, C. Morris, J. Marsh, General Sir Arthur
LyndenBell then addressed tlie meeting and gave some very encourag
ing remarks.
The Dover Branch being desirous of playing us games it was decided
to pay them a visit on the 17th March.
The following members then rendered harmony:—Mr. Keene "
(Pianist) and Messrs. Coleman, S. Williams, Barman, Luck, Kirby,
Waghorne and McWilliams.
A heartv vote of thanks was accorded to General Sir Arthur
LyndenBell for his attendance at the meeting.

Branch formed at Cranbrook.

WINNERS! OB: HARRIS, SHEBBD.

Captain A E. Loyd Hardcastle was elected!.secretary on, the
proposition of Colonel J..Mlinn> Mace,.and!imreply,; C&ptaimHardcastle
admitted having sown: the seed of the branch;, andvhaving sowm it,,
got Colonel Body to,water it Colonel!Bbdy had!said! that,whemthey
thoughtof the Weald, they thought o£ the Bliftfe,.bUtwhen:iaiey,thought
of the Bute, they always: thoughtofiColonel!iBndJp Hfe hopedi. by
forming the branch; they, would gefc the interesbv not only ofi serving:
Buffs, but that thev would, encourage theyoung:meni to, jaimeithentoe
TWniar Buffs or toeCompany, which, be had! thehonDurrta, command::
The Harris Shield, which was, before them;;.hadi beenrwom.by bis,
company for the best and,most effidentcompany ihitha 4th:Battalion:.
That shield was won whemtoay. were, thesmallest .Company im the
Battalion. Why should it be.thesmallest Company7 They oughtto,
be able to get the Company up,to,strength;,andfteAogedithemenmers.
of the branch would get theyoung; memta.]bmi4 Besideswork;, there
was a good deal of amusement for the man;, andl,in:fact,, theywere:
liken happy family. He would' doiallihecouldlfnr.tlie.btanclfaandi it
would give him. very great pleasure..
C.Q.M.S. W. Nash was appointed hom.treasurer, on theproposition,
of Major Clarke; and SghItistmictor G., Dennis,, DtC.ME.was elected:
assistant hon. secretary on the proposition;ofrCaptflih. HBrdcaatlE^
The fUoirmnn explained that it was.difficult to,get a.committeeto 
cover the whole district,, so,they, had! divided!ifl upr into, 12: sections,
and one representative would, be appointed!ftp:,eanhisecbon;,foeone,
year. The following committee was appointed!:. Cranbrook'. and!
Sissinghurst, C.Q.M.S. W. Nash.; Hawkhurst,,. Sandhurst and
Newenden, Mr.: E. Boulding; Tenterden,. Stl: Michael's and' High:
Halden, Mr. S. E. Fuggle, D.C:Mi„MiM. :Hbramondimand:GoudhuiBt,.
Mr Rylott; Brenchley, Matfield and Paddock. Wbod„ Captaim Terry/;:
Wittersham and, Appledorej Mr. WOollfctt; Lamberhursh audi.
Pembury Mr. Luck; Y&lding and Marten;;.LieutrColanell Buras'.,:
Bethersden. and Woodchurcfo.ME; A. Bourne; Benendfcn, and Rblhenr
den, Mr. Garnet Man ; Staplehurst, Frittendtonandi Sutton. Vhlence,
Co.Sgt.Major Whaley;  Headcorn;, Bifidfindfem and, Smarden;. Mfc

At an enthusiastic gathering of Buffs at the Drill Hall, Cranbrook,
on Wednesday, it was agreed to form a Weald Branch of the Past and
Present Association of the famous East Kent Regiment. On the
platform were MajorGeneralSir Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G. 
(Chairman), Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E., Colonel J.. Body, D.S.O.,
O.B.E., T.D., Colonel J. Munn Mace, T.D., Captain A. E. Loyd Hard
castle, O.C., C. Weald, 4th" Battalion Buffs, .and Captain .V. Dampier '.
Palmer, O.B.E. In front of the platform were trophies won by the
company, and facing them were about 160 men from all parts of the
Weald, Including a large contingent from Ashford.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell said there were no better :
soldiers than these who came from the Weald of Kent, and in,order to
keep in touch with them it was decided that a branch of the .Past and
Present Association of the Buffs should be formed. They already had
branches at London, Ashford and Dover, and were hoping to get one
started in Chatham. At the meetings of those branches the true Buffs'
G' It^was decided that the branch should! be known as the Weald'
spirit was shown, and every man tried to help every brother Buff who
was less fortunate than himself. The Buffs' spirit was shown at Little
Branch, Past and Present Association;. The Butejv.amhthat branch,
bourne recently where he went to open a Drill Hall. The place was
meetings should be held,on, the secondWednesdayof each month from,
packed with people, many of them old Buffs, and there werealso present
October to March; and also meetings in May andt July These,would!,
General McDougall, every officer of the Buffs' Depot, the R.S.M. of the
be held at Cranbrook; Tenterden; Horsmondem and: Hawkhurst foir .
Depot and about 40 N.C.O.'s That night there were amongst them
the first year. The next meeting;was fixed! for, the«secondi Wednesday
fellows who had come from Ashford. It was a fine thing, that
in March, at Cranbrook.
.
. „
...
..
they should come over from all. that distance. There was a number
The Chairmanvoiced thanks to > Ma jorGenerah LyndeajBfclLI a nd, ta>
of other people who had them in their thoughts. There was Colonel
Colonel Findlay for their addresses, and bothbrieflyresponded, 
Burns, who was unable to be present, but who.had sent them a message
After toe meeting over 60 members were enrolled.
wishing them good, luck, and, there were also messages, from. Ashford
From " Kent Messenger," 16228.
London and Do vera
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Regiments.

No. XXXVI.

THE KING'S SHROPSHIRE LIGHT INFANTRY.j

. BATTLE HONOURS.
Borne oil the Regimental Colour :—" Nieuport,"
" Tournay," " St. Lucia, 1796," " Talavera,"
" Fuentes D'Onor," " Salamanca," " Vittoria,"
" Pyrenees," " Nivelle," "Nive," " Toulouse,"
" Peninsula," " Bladensberg," " Aliwal,""Sobraon,"
" Goojerat," " Punjaub," " Lucknow," " Afghan
istan, 187980," " Egypt, 1882," " Suakin, 1885,"
" Paardeberg," " South Africa, 18991902."
Borne on the King's Colour :—" Armentieres, 1914,"
" Ypres, 1915, '17," " Frezenberg," " Somrae,
1916, '18," "Arras, 1917, 'IS," " Cambrai, 1917,
'18," " Bligny," " Epehy," " Doiran, 1917, '18,"
" Jerusalem."
*

*

*

*

The 1st Battalion The King's Shropshire Light
Infantry, formerly the 53rd Foot, was raided in 1755
by Colonel Whitmore of Bridgnorth, Salop, becoming
known as The Shropshire Regiment in 1782, and thus
having been associated with one County throughout
the whole of its existence.
The 53rd, as part of " The Fighting Brigade," was
one of the very first units to come under fire in the
French Revolutionary Wars, 1793. Their services
in these campaigns earned the first two Battle Honours
which grace their Colours :—" Nieuport," borne by no
other regiment but the 53rd, who supplied the bulk
of the garrison of 1,300 which successfully defended
the town for ten days against 12,000 French troops.
" The honours of the defence," wrote Captain C. P..
Norman, " rested with a regiment—the 53rd—which
throughout its career has ever borne the highest
reputation
for
steady
gallantry." The
honour
" Tournay," borne by the West Yorks and the
Hampshires as well as by the K.S.L.I., commemorates
a joint exploit when the Colours of the 53rd led the
2nd Brigade, known as the " Fighting Brigade," in the
famous bayonet charge which drove the French from
the village of Pontechin. Speaking of the 53rd on this
occasion the Duke of York stated in his despatch :
" Nothing could exceed the spirit of gallantry with
which it conducted itself " and the following General
Order was issued the day after the engagement.
" Whenever it is possible, it is the order that all attacks
be made with drums beating and Colours flying."
For two years (18151817) the. 53rd guarded
Napoleon during his exile at St. Helena.
For voluntary work in infected districts of Hong
Kong during the great plague outbreak of 1894, the
Plong Kong community presented special medals (gold
for officers, silver for other ranks) to the 1st Battalion
K.S.L.I.

The 2nd Battalion K.S.L.I., formerly the 85th Foot,
was raised at Buckingham as " The Bucks Volunteers "
in 1793, but commenced its connection witli Salop by
being quartered at Whitchurch in the following year.
On 10th September, 1808, the 85th was made a Light
Infantry regiment. In August, 1815, the 85th received
authority to assume the title of " The Duke of York's
Own Light Infantry," and the motto " Ancto Splendore
Resurgo " (I rise again with increased splendour).
In 1821 King George IV. was insulted by some
rioters while attending a theatrical performance at
Brighton. The officers of the S5th (then stationed at
Brighton) avenged the insult by throwing the rioters
out of the theatre, and His Majesty was pleased to
direct that the 85th should thenceforth be called " The
King's Light Infantry."
in 1SS1 the 53rd and 85th were united as 1st
and 2nd Battalions of The Shropshire Regiment (The
King's Light Infantry), a title which was soon
aftenvards adjusted to its present form.
The 1st Battalion K.S.L.I. were stationed at
Tipperary when war broke out in 1914 ; they formed
part of the 16th Infantry Brigade, 6th Division—the
same brigade as the 1st Buffs—and landed in France
on 8th September, 1914, remaining in that theatre of
war until the cessation of hostilities, fighting in close
proximity to the 1st Buffs throughout the war. The
greatest feat accomplished by the 1st Battalion,
K.S.L.I. during the war was the retaking of some lost
trenches at " Willow Walk " on the YpresLangemarck
Road on Good Friday night, April 21st22nd, 1916,
by means of a night attack in pouring rain, through
a morass of Flander's mud.
The 2nd Battalion K.S.L.I. were in India when the
war started, but came home to join the 80th Brigade,
27th Division, landing in France in December, 1914.
This brigade, which consisted of five famous Rifle or
Light Infantry battalions, won tlie nickname of " The
Stonewall Brigade" in France, and was afterwards
sent to Salouica.
No account of the K.S.L.I. would be complete
which omitted to mention the remarkable record of
the regiment's Territorial battalion.
No other
battalion in the British Army saw such varied service
or visited so many countries between 1914 and 1918
as the 4th Battalion The King's Shropshire Light
Infantry. The battalion was in training in Wales on
mobilisation being ordered. After a short spell of
training at Sittingbourne, the battalion embarked for
India in October," 1914, and within a week of landing
there, reembarked for Rangoon (Burma) where they
had to disarm a mutinous Native Infantry regiment
in January, 1915. In February, 1915, the battalion
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Round and About.

a travelling Circus or some such important affair might
the more easily enter the city. The project to destroy
There is no doubt about the arrival of
the ^gate was only defeated by the smallest majority
Spring. Walking through a wood in
of members of the City Council.
Kent ten days ago I saw the first primroses and I'knew
  
*
*
that winter was over at last. This is not to say that
THE
The epidemic at Caterham has
I allow myself any extravagant hopes about Summer
GUARDS IN necessitated the temporary removal of
—as our English rainy season is called—but English
CANTERBURY, the Guards' Depot to Canterbury. I
men learn to be grateful for small climatic mercies.
hope the recruits of the Household
*
*
*
*
regiments appreciate the honour of learning their
BUNGALOID The Dean of St. Paul's some months ago
soldiering in such an ancient military city. I like to
GROWTHS, had some strong, but quite deserved1 think that Roman legionaries drilled and manoeuvred
things to say about the desecration of
on the Scotland Hills in the early days of the conquest
the English countryside by speculative builders.  of Britain.
Yesterday a London Evening Paper had. a leading

*
*
#
article on the same subject. On all sides one hears
THE
Those who have never attended an
groans from people who still retain some feelings about
ATMOSPHERE English Court of Law are apt to
their country and yet there is no sign of abatement of
' dl* THE
imagine that there can be nothing more
the disease—asbestositis—as we might well fall it.
LAW.
charged with drama than the atmos
The great arterial roads of Kent are the envy of ali
phere of a criminal trial. This is far
foreign visitors to this country, but I wonder what
from being so in fact, in spite of all the sensational
a citizen of Stockholm, for instance, would say about
accounts that newspapers publish of proceedings in
the appearance of the country round Maidstone. There
Court. There is a businesslike matteroffactness
is very little chance of much being done by local
about the whole thing that would surprise a French
authorities. What is needed is legislation at once.
man, for example, accustomed to the fireworks of the
A Ministry of public taste with powers to prosecute the
Seine Assizes.
builder of hideous houses is a crying need.
A friend of mine who is producing a new thriller on
*
*
*
*
the stage went to Bow Street Police Court the other
VANDALS OF Not many years ago Canterbury
day to get some " local colour" for a Police Court
VICTORIAN possessed four city gates. Today there
scene. The main impressions that he carried away
TIMES.
is but one. In a recently published
were first, the inaudibility of all those who had to
1
book, Major Gordon Home describes
speak during the cases. The Magistrate spoke in
how the city fathers permitted the destruction of the
extremely quiet tones and this seemed to affect all
three gates and tells how even the surviving Westgate
who were called upon to give evidence. The second
nearly went the way of the others in order that
impression was that the atmosphere was so utterly
devoid of anything dramatic that to transfer it to the
Records of other Regiments—continued.
stage faithfully would be to make the scene
unconvincing and dull. It will therefore be interesting
was rushed to Singapore to suppress another mutinous
to see what is done when the play is produced. I shall
regiment of sepoys, and in March, 1916, two companies
make a point of going to it for the express purpose of
went on a punitive expedition to" the frontier of Siam.
telling my readers in The Dragon what the result is.
Half the battalion, which went to Australia in 1915
*
*
*
*
as escort to German prisoners, was the first armed
military unit of the Home Forces to visit Australia
CAPITAL
The old question of Capital Punishment
since the inauguration of . the Commonwealth. After
PUNISHMENT, has been much before us of late. In the
doing garrison duty at Singapore, Hong Kong, the
first place there has been a great increase
Andaman Islands, Ceylon and Cape Town (where'they
in popular sentiment regarding condemned murderers.
were the last complete British unit to do such duty
A very flagrant case had considerable prominence just
before the South African Government assumed the
lately in the Press. A particularly callous and cynical
responsibility for its own defence) the 4th K S LI
murder took place in Wales. The murderers were
returned to England, but at once entrained from
arrested and sentenced to death. They appealed
Plymouth to Southampton, where they reembarked for
unsuccessfully and then followed a clamour for their
For
France, landing there on 29th July, 1917
respite. The grounds for clemency were rather vague
gallantry at Montagne Bligny on 6th June, 1918 the
but this did not deter several public men from lending
battalion was awarded the CroixdeGuerre by the
the weight of their names to the petitions.
French Government. This rare distinction was
It is difficult to see why the clamour arose, but the
conferred on only four British infantry battalions
Home Secretary said some most necessary things,
In December, 1922, the 4 th K.S.L.I. received
after the execution had taken place, about " mob
permission to wear in their caps on ceremonial parades
mercy."
a rosette of the colour of the Croix de Guerre riband
Now comes a bill to be presented by a member of
(red and green) as an outward and visible sign of the
Parliament to abolish the extreme penalty altogether.
rare honour they had won.
Almost simultaneously with the announcement of this
The 10th (Shropshire and Cheshire Yeomany)
bill comes the news of three murders of extreme
Battalion K.S.L.I. served with the 10th Buffs in the
savagery. It seems hardly the moment to give
74th Division in Egypt, Palestine, France and Belgium.
violently inclined persons the encouragement which
Six Victoria Crosses and seventyeight Battle
a reduction of the penalty would mean. Capital
Honours have been won by The King's Shropshire
Punishment is an ugly thing, but it still seems to be
Light Infantry, whose badge is a Bugle Horn, with the
a necessity even in an advanced civilisation. What
letters
K.S.L.I." between the strings. The regi
sentimentalists always forget is that murder is a much
mental nicknames are " The Old Five and
uglier thing.
Threepennies " (from the old number 53rd, 5/3 being
.
*
*
*
also the daily rate of pay of an Ensign) ; " The Brick
DRAINING It was interesting to read the other 'day
dusts, (from the colour of the facings worn by the
THE STRUMA that the Greek Government in Athens
53rd before becoming a Royal regiment) ; and " The
VALLEY.
was inviting tenders for the draining of
Young Bucks," from the former county title of the
the Struma Valley. I can hear many
85th. At the time of the Peninsular War the 85th were
of the old B.S.F. saying " Would that they had done
nicknamed " The Elegant Extracts," from the fact
it before we went there." Few who served in that,
that practically all the officers had transferred from
swampy
valley were blind to the great possibilities of
other corps.
the place and I feel that the time will come when it will
R. MAURICE HILL
be among the most fertile valleys in the world.
SPRING.
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The Buffs Golfing Society;

a

ARRANGEMENTS FOR SPRING MEETING AT
LITTLESTONEONSEA.

SHANKS to the kindness of the Committee and
. members of the Littlestone Golf Club, the
Society's Spring Meeting will be held over that course
on Saturday and Sunday, April 21st and 22nd; whilst
on Friday, April 20th, the course will also be at the
Society's disposal, a concession which is much
appreciated. Here is the programme of events:—
APRIL 21ST.

Morning, (a) The Brinckman Cup. A qualifying
round, 18 holes medal play under handicap will be
played, and the eight leading players will be left in to
compete for the cup by match play. Ties, if any, for
the last place in the qualifying round will be decided
on the best last nine holes: if still a tie, on the last
eight, and so on.
(5) Best gross score in qualifying round.
Afternoon. Ic) Senior and Junior medal com
petitions, and first round of Brinckman Cup; senior
medal for those with handicap of 13 and under, junior
for those with handicap of 14 and over.
APRIL 22ND.

Morning, (e) The Lynden Bell Trophy (18 holes
Bogey Competition), and semifinals of the Brinckman
Cup.
Afternoon. Final of the Brinckman Cup, and the
playing off of ties, if any.
SWEEPSTAKES.

Optional halfcrown sweepstakes will be held on
the . Brinckman Cup, Senior and Junior medal
competitions, and the Lynden Bell Trophy. (See note
to Entry Fee below).
HEADQUARTERS AND ACCOMMODATION.

Headquarters will be at Pope's Hotel, where
accommodation has been reserved at the rate of 15/6
per day. Should the entry prove to be a good one, the
whole of the hotel accommodation will be. occupied by
the Society, all of which will most certainly go towards
mnlritig the meeting a particularly jolly one.
ENTRY FEE.

To cover the general expenses of the meeting the
entry fee, payable to the Hon. Secretary in advance,
will be 15/ for those staying at the hotel, and 10/ for
others.
Note.—Entrance fees will be returned in full to those
who may be unable to come to the meeting; and
the same applies to sweepstakes entrance fees, which
will also be collected in advance.
GREEN FEE.

The green fee for the meeting to include play on the
20th, 21st and 22nd will be 7/6 to be paid to the
steward of the club by members on their arrival.
PARTNERS.

Members are asked to make their own arrangements
for partners. Members without partners will be paired
ofi when cards are issued on the morning of each day's
play.
, GENERAL.

An entry form will be sent in due course to.
all playing members. The eajrly return of this form,
not only by those intending to be present, but also by
those unable to. come, will be of real assistance to, and.
be much appreciated by the Hoin. Secretary.
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OPENING OF 1928 SEASON.
N.P. BANK (EAST KENT BRANCHES).

Played on Sunday, February 19th, at Canterbury
and the result was a win for The Buffs by 10 matches
to 8.

Buffs Golfing Society.
N.P. Bank (East Kent Branches).
Colonel Trevor
0 R. M. Bourne
... 1
F. G. Crozier
1 G. S..Pickering
0
Capt. A. H. Reed
1 W. H. Shillam
...
... 0'
Capt. E.Scott
0 K. C. Weekes .?.
).. . 1
W.C.Collins
1 A. T. Counter
... 0
W. T. Twyman
...
... 1 R.Griffiths
0
Major Russell
1 C.P.Hartley...
...
... 0
Captain Willows
...
... 1 F. S. Sharland
...
.... 0
L: B. Watsbn ... ' ...
0 J. A. Twine ...
...
... 1
Lieut.Colonel Baynes
0 W.Jeavons ...
... :
*1
Major Hickman
1 C. H. D'Eath ...
... .... 0
Major Collard ...
...
... 0 F. Burgan
... ' ...
... 1

Trevor and Crozier
Reed and Scott
Collins and Twyman ...
Russell and Willows ...
Watson and Baynes ...
Hickman and Collard
Total

FODRSOMES.

...
...
...
...
...
...

0
0
1
1
0
1

Bourne and Pickering ;
Shillam and Weekes ...
Counter and Griffiths
Hartley and Sharland
Twine and Jeavons
D'Eath and Burgan ...

10

... 1
.1
0<
... 6
1
... 0

Total ... 8

Extract from the Regimental Paper of the
23rd R.W.F., June, 1925.
On the 31st December last, Mr. Kelly severed his
connection with the Battalion, after holding the
position of Band Master for over 20 years.'
Mr. Kelly belongs to a family which has a fine
military record. His father—Sgt. Kelly—served in
the Scinde War of 1843 (Punniar Star) and Crimea in
the Buffs.
Two brothers served in the same Regiment through
the South African War and the late War, one retiring
with the rank of Captain and Quarter Master.
His son served in the Buffs throughout the late
War.
His own record is :—
Served in the Buffs from March, 1871, to December,
1888, including Zulu War of 1879.
Band Master, 1st West India Regiment, from'
December, 1888 to April, 1899, including Campaign of
1897 on West Coast of Africa.
Band Master 1st Volunteer Battalion Lancashire
Fusiliers from May, 1899 to May, 1904, in which month
he transferred to this Battalion, his total service being
53 years and 10 months.
The Band gave a Farewell Benefit Concert in the
Wrexham Drill Hall early in December, the proceeds
being handed to Mr. Kelly with the best wishes of all
ranks of the Battalion at a Smoker held in J anuary.

Territorial Army Recruits.
Official returns of recruiting for the Territorial
Army show that during the three months ending 31st
December last, 3,994 men were finally approved for
service. These new recruits were provided by the
Commands as follows :—Eastern 795 ; Southern 779 ;
Western 772; London District 698; Northern 562 ;
Scottish 388.
The total Territorial strength, exclusive of
permanent staff, on the first instant was. 6,572 officers
and 132,323 other ranks, and 1,134 officers and 41,431.
other ranks were then required to complete, the
establishments. Eight of the Divisions have now
a total strength of over 8,000 each, namely, Northum
brian 9,223 ; North Midland 9,038 ; West Riding 8,911 ;
Welsh 8,782 ; Highland 8,697 ; Lowland 8,432 ; East
Lanes. 8,101 and East Anglican 8,058.
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Hie 1st Battalion.
rpHE compiling of these notes
JL synchronises with the eve
of our departure for camp, indeed
the Machine gunners have already
gone, and as this will not be
published till March, nor reach
India till April, any account of
Christmas festivities will seem
rather
belated,
but
under
Company notes full reports will
be found.
Our shikaris who camped out
during Christmas time met with
a fair amount of success, the best
bag being Mr. Williams's party,
who with four guns accounted
for 5 hares, 14 brace of partridge,
7 quail, 6 snipe, 38 pigeons,

2 mugger. (one bagged by Mr.
Williams was a real veteran andmeasured 14 feet) and
one ghaziel. Major Hart's party of four guns bagged
1 hare, 2 peafowl, 2 brace of partridge, 4 quail, 4 duck,
10 teal, 19 snipe and one ghaziel.
On January 2nd the whole brigade paraded on the
maiden by the race course in celebration of
Proclamation day. The four battalions were drawn
up in line with the 5th Field Battery R.A. on the right
and after firing a feude;joie and giving three cheers
for His Majesty the King Emperor marched past the
ColonelCommandant. The four bands were massed
under Mr. I,each. The rest of the day " was observed
as a holiday."
Owing to the delay in arrival of the presents from
England the Children's Christmas tree had to
be postponed till January 12th. But this may really
have been a blessing in disguise for it gave everyone
time to recover from the effects of a superabundance
of Christmas fare. Anyhow, when the families sat
down to tea in the Institute they showed no lack of
appetite and soon polished off the many cakes and
other toothsome delicacies. After this the whole
party moved down to the gymnasium where they found
Father Christmas arriving on an enormous elephant,
and when as many children as cared had taken their
turn of a ride the old bearded veteran dismounted and
went inside. The poor old man seemed" a bit
disgruntled at first and grumbled because he could
not find any children up at Ranikhet, but was mollified
on recognising many of his young friends from
Gibraltar. Assisted by Mrs. HowardSmith and Mr.
Andrews he then began to distribute his presents.
Evidently the Regimental police must have been very
lax on this occasion for an interloper slipped into the
party. He was dressed in yellow motley like a jester
and "kept on claiming other people's toys, until at last
the Quartermaster was so incensed that he chased him
all round the hall with a toy rifle. But he was a nimble
rogue, and in the nick of time leapt up on to a shelf
where he lay in hiding. But quartermasters cannot
be thwarted as easily as that (or they would never
reach such an exalted rank). So leaping on to the
stage behind the tree he marked his victim down, and
drawing a bead on him with his rifle, calmly shot him.
Apparently he hit him too, for immediately a limp
form slid off the shelf and fell inert on the floor. This
drama was too much for one small boy who, with a long
wail, departed, overcome by remorse. Lifting up the
deceased malefactor it was found he was full of fruit
(evidently scrounged from tea) so he was slit up the
middle and his illgotten and undigested gains were
distributed to the delighted children.

Pigeons have been playing the very devil with
barracks lately for not only do they loosen all the
plaster and make the rojofs leak, but in the middle of
alecture theyseem to take, a delightin poppingout of
some recess like a cuckoo ;in a :clock and disturbing
everybody.with their absurd noise. So theother day
anybody who  possessed. a gun was bidden to assemble
round barracks and shoot at sight every pigeon hp saw.
Soon a regular battle was in progress and the air
became thick with scavenger birds, and crows, and
minor birds, while occasionally a pigeon would come
swooping over. All the troops joined in the fun and
tried to turnbirds that were at home outside, but they
are cunning creatures and many refused to (leave their
safe .harbourage under the eaves of the mess room
roofs. Altogether though, twentythree birds were
killed and the next day there seemed to be as many as
ever.
Another fighter form of amusement has been mixed
hockey and cricket. The other day the Sergeants in
fancy dress took on a team of ladies in the Regiment,
but the result has not been reported. Oh another
occasion our " Hearty Little Organizer " got busy and
got up two mixed sides of officers, their wives and other
fair friends who met on the hockey ground. Quite
a crowd collected to watch these two games (for the
first was such a success that it was repeated) and from
what one could observe it seemed 'that at times they
hunted in couples, and when it came to bullying, the
ball was not always the centre of interest'! One day
the officers met the ladies on the cricket ground. The
ladies, captained by Mrs. Wale, batted first
and
knocked up a score of about 120. It is only fair to
add though, lest those at home should think that we
men are losing the stern mien of soldiers and
degenerating under the burning sun, that we were only
allowed to bowl or field left handed, and if a ball was
touched with the right hand it counted four runs to the
batswoman. Again we men had to defend our wickets
with bats cut down and narrowed, and had to play
lefthanded. That, then, is our excuse for suffering
defeat by ten runs. Of course, if we played them
again
But that is not the only amusement we have in
Bareilly—not by any means. Why, it was only a day
or two ago that an awfully senior little Captain, who
until recently has been a bit of a hermit, came pattering
into the mess and exclaimed petulantly—" A perfectly
rotten evening, old boy ; I didn't hold a hand tne whole
evening, don't v' know !"
This won't do at all. It will create a wrong
impression at home. We must revert to sterner stuff.
Polo—that's a man's game if you like, and is about
the only one that has not yet been invaded by—er—by
our sisters. We can muster now quite nine players,
or we would if they were all here and every pony was
sound. Three times a week we get five or six fast
chukkers and our players are improving tremendously.
Next Bareilly week, given the ponies (so easy to write
but so hard to find except at exhorbitant prices) we
should give quite a good account of ourselves. And
by then, too, we should have more players, for this is
an impossible time to buy and it is better to wait till
all tournaments are over and there are more on ,the
market.
This is a true story and truth, as everyone knows,
is stranger than fiction.
Well, to start in the
conventional way—Once upon a time an officer came
with his regiment to India. >He was of that type you
sometimes read about in books—you know, the
Ethel M. Dell type. Tall, good looking, bronzed, clean
limbed, possessing a debonair easy grace, huteyes (that
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1st Battalion.
would sometimes sparkle and show tlie hidden fires that
lay within. At home liis wit and elegance gave him
the entree to every ancient seat of note. Dowagers
adored him, whilst debutantes glanced shyly at him—
110, that's, wrong.
They don't do that now.
Debutantes flocked round him and offered him gaspers.
In fact, as you may have gathered, he was a model,
a paragon of all tlie manly virtues. Oweii Nares
wouldn't get a look in, even in his prime. He was
a sportsman too ; you could tell that from the cut of
his breeches and tlie perfect fit of his polo boots.
But he had only been in India a few hours when
his heart yearned for tlie great open spaces, no matter
whether the open space was on the veldt or ball room.
He felt an urge upon him. Irresistable, crying out to
be satisfied ; insistent. He must get out and about
quickly, from oue place to another. Life was dull.
Dowagers were distant.
Debutantes were non
existent.
But how could he satisfy this feeling of restlessness ?
He bought a car ; tlie first one that was offered. And
so one day he rattled up to his mess in his new purchase
—a curiously cramped little yellow thing. In a trice
tlie mess was emptied and his brother officers crowded
round the throbbing, rattling, noisy machine, and at
once it was dubbed the Thunderbox, because it made
so much noise when in use, and was so very
uncommodious. For a day or two he rattled and
thundered about the cantonment and out into tlie
open spaces, and took his lady friends for
jaunts. Then one day he came limping into the mess,
his eyes sparkling and emitting some of those hidden
fires, whilst his lips emitted other things. He
explained to a sympathetic, but smiling audience, that
the Thunderbox had ceased to thunder. A bigend,
or a sprocket or something had come loose or broken,
and he had had to hire two bullocks to tow it
to a garage. Many months it stayed in this garage
collecting dust. Sometimes he would go there and
ask when it would be ready. " Tliora din men, sahib "
the oily babn would reply, with an ingratiating and
extremely irritating smile, but the days turned into
weeks, and the weeks to months, and still it gathered
its cloak of dust. You cannot hurry the east. Then
at last it was done, and proudly he took it out once
more.
He ventured up to the hills in it and just
managed to limp in on one cylinder to the only garage
up there, where it remained till it was time to come
down again. It came down very well, and petered out
at the bottom. Once more it graced a garage.
*
*
*
*
" Thank goodness I've got rid of it at last !" he
exclaimed with a deep sigh of relief one evening, many
months later as he rode back from polo.
*' What ! You don't mean to say you've sold it ?"
exclaimed liis companion, in amazement.

"Yes I have—and got the money too ! . All in
rupee pieces and only one was a dud. Oh Lord, I hope
I never see the beastly thing again." And they rode
on until tliev came to"the gates of the drive up to his
bungalow.
" Great God !" he exclaimed in horror as he
clutched at his companion's arm, and turned pale under
liis tan—" Look, its back ! !" and sure enough there
was Thunderbox standing silently under the large
bunyan tree and around it crowded a disconsolate
group of natives.
Setting liis jaw firmly, our hero (who was never one
to flee from danger) rode on and up to this little yellow
bugbear. His pony was led away and he tinkered
with his bugbear's " innards," but never so much as
a spark of encouragement would it give.
After a while the disconsolate natives, one of whom
was the new owner, drifted away.
" Well, anyhow " quoth our hero complacently, as
he entered the bungalow to change, "Well anyhow,
the money's in the bank !"
The next day Thunderbox went back to tlie garage
where, for all" I know, it may be still.
But its
somebody else's pigeon now.
Cricket.

The Battalion lias been playing quite a number of
weekend matches and with great success, too. The
chief difficulty is to get a strong enough side
in opposition, as Captain Wilkins' bowling is altogether
too much for most native teams.
2/Lt. Oliver has at last found liis form and now
there is no holding him, his scores in the last
two matches being 70 not out and 137. He is an able
substitute for C.Q.M.S. Hills.
Cpl. Glazier has been bowling very well, but wants
to improve his fielding.
Sgt. Burville lias improved
out of all recognition, and is now one of the safest and
best bats in tlie Battalion ; liis fielding and catching
is also excellent. He will indeed be a sad loss when
lie goes to the Depot.
L/Sgt. Perry is still excellent behind the sticks and
is a much improved and steady No. 1, lie and Captain
Wilkins giving the side endless good starts. Pte.
Richards is another very valuable rungetter and is
a very safe catch and field in any position, as well as
being more than a useful change bowler.
Sgt. Trilby, another of tlie old stagers remaining
from our all conquering XI. in Gibraltar, still continues
to show how important it is to have a reliable man to
go in No. 9 when tlie situation may be critical. He
is always on the lookout for the full—pitch long—hop
and halfvolley and deals with them most successfully
when they do'come down. He is also a safe field and
useful change bowler ; anyway he always gets wickets
(Heaven knows how ! ! !)
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Pte. Ashmoor, a newcomer to the ride, has now
been awarded his cap and is a very steady bat and
/good field. He must learn how to hit a halfvolley
'and then he will find scoring much easier. At present
he is rather apt to let the ball hit the bat.
The eleventh place has not yet been filled, it being
very difficult to make a selection as such men
as Wilson, Burt, Isted, Deverson and Curtis are all so
/very even.
BUFFS

V.

BAREILLY GYMKHANA.

Played on the Gymkhana Ground
November, 1927. Lost by 3 wickets.

on

BUFFS.

Capt. Wilkins, ct Fordham, b Grey
Sgt. Perry, b Grey
2/Lt. Forster, ct ffill, b Grey
Pte. Richards, b Hotham
2/Lt. Oliver, not out
Pte. Ashmoor, not out
2/Lt. Hill
\
Lt. Boucher I
Sgt. Truhy
>Did not bat.
Pte. Burt
|
Cpl. Glazier /
Total (for 4 wickets)
GYMKHANA.

Lt. Hill, b Burt
Lt. Hudson, not out
Major Ramsden, c Ashmoor, b Richards
Lt. Boddington, lbw Truhy
Lt. Forster, b Truby
Capt. Grey, b Glazier
Mr. Fordham, b. Richards
Mr. Brown, b Richards
Capt. Pert
'j
Maj. Hotham
JDid not bat.
Crowborough J
Total (for 7 wickets)
BUFFS

V.

13th
46
1
137
10
29
12

248
26
117
21
50
0
2
14
0

251

COLVIN CLUB NAIRN TAL.

Won by an.innings and 48 runs.
COLVIN CLUB.

Shankerhal, ct Boucher, b Glazier
Azamy, ct Capt. Wilkins
Bhanni Daso, b Capt. Wilkins
Bhopal Sah, b Burville
.'
Sal Singh, c Richards, b Capt. Wilkins
Hoira Sal, lbw Capt. Wilkins
Bhatt, st Perry, b Capt. Wilkins
Chiranji Sal, not out
Abdul, b Capt. Wilkins
Monajah Lai, ct Capt. Wilkins, b Burville....
Detihal, c and b Burville
Total

4
2
0
9
15
46
3
17
0
10
3
110

2nd Innings: 102.
BUFFS.

Sgt. Perry, c Hira, b Gopal
Capt. Wilkins, b Gopal
2/Lt. Forster, b Daso
Sgt. Burville, b Hiam
2/Lt. Oliver, b Hiam
Capt. Boucher (Gurkhas), b Abdul
Pte. Richards (Gurkhas), b Abdul
Lt. Boucher, b Aran
Sgt., Truby, not out
Pte; Burt "i
, , ,
Cpl. Glazier > Dld not bat

37
8
23
9
137
21
15
0
11

Total (8 wickets declared)

268

Families New Year Party at Bareilly.
On Thursday, the 12th January, our New Year's
Party was held. Owing to some misfortune or other
the presents and toys were not despatched from
England in sufficient time to arrive in India up to the
scheduled date, which necessitated postponement.
When they did arrive, Mr. Official Customs of Bombay
had to add further to the delay by holding an inquest
on the contents. This parasite adjourned his
examination owing to the Christmas holiday. His
action caused considerable umbrage and I am sure if
he had put in an appearance at Bareilly his life would
have been that of a dog's. At last the obstacles at
Bombay were overcome and news was received to the
effect that the presents and toys werebeing despatched
by passenger train. This, however, was only after
repeated letters and wires.
,
On the morning of the 11th much to our surprise
the " Goods " were at the Railway Station waiting for
clearance, which did not take long. The presents were
immediately selected for their intended recipients.
From what one is informed by a few of the lucky
recipients the ladies' presents were the best they had
received since they had been receiving Christmas gifts
gratis. Anyhow, all were pleased, which is a feather
in the selector's cap.
The arrangements were in the hands of Major N. S.
Hart, who served up a first class show. Tea was
provided by Messrs. Khair Mahomed, Bros., our Regi
mental Contractors, well known to those old soldiers
of both the 1st and 2nd Battalion who have served in
India. The tea was good and by far a better fare
provided than the N.A.A.F.I. serve up on such
occasions. The whole families took advantage of this
spread with the exception of three adults, who were
indisposed.
The Colonel and Mrs. Howard Smith were busy
waiting on the families and indeed had to be pulled
away to have a cup of Khair Mahomed's tea. If it is
not out of order, Editor, I would like to express how
fully we appreciate the very many kind things that
Mrs. Howard Smith and the Colonel have done for the
families since we have been in India. Anyhow, in
Mrs. Howard Smith and the Colonel we have jolly good
friends of the married families.
The tea over, the party were ushered into the
picture hall adjacent the Institutes to see a comic
picture, which greatly amused the wee ones. This
completed, the party were asked to walk a few yards
to the Gymnasium, where the Tree had been beautifully
decorated during the morning by the Officers' Ladies.
On the journey, Father Christmas was met riding an
elephant, on which were about ten children. Most of
the kiddies were given rides and it was amusing to see
the youngsters mounting the big beast by way of his
tail.
Mr. H. Milton as usual carried out the role of Father
Christmas and did it extremely well. This is the fifth
year in succession he has kindly given his services.'
As a matter of fact, he is known amongst the families
as " Father."
Pte. Humbles, of "B" Company, a born comedian,
was dressed as a Buff and Blue Baboon and greeted
the children as they entered the Gymnasium. He gave
each mother, father and child three or four carnival
novelties. The building looked very picturesque with
the party wearing these novelties. The children were
dressed in their party clothes and the little girls looked
charming in their sweet little party, frocks.
This year, presents were given to most of the
Officers and their Ladies. This caused great fim since
one of the conditions was to open the gift in the
presence of the gathering. The . Colonel was the lucky
recipient of a drum which he had the illluck to damage
on showingjthe little boys the way to. beat Retrqat.
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Captain Robin Tuke, whom I hear is shortly to join the
married, received a present suitable for the occasion.
Father Christmas was given a lovely pair of gilt Buffalo
horns and others received similar toys. 
During the distribution of the presents the comedian
interrupted so much that it  was necessary to
discontinue for a few minutes, whileone of the officials,
a very stout old gentleman, known to the Officers as
S.B., gave chase. After an exciting dash, Humbles
was run to earth, or should I say Jumping Board. The
fugitive hid himself from view and when the official
fired a shot from little Eric Ransley's pop gun, an
effigy of" Humbles fell heavily to the floor. A party
rushed to the rescue, dragged the creature to the centre
of the Gymnasium, where he was cut open and found
to be full of sweets, oranges, nuts and crackers. The
idea was a brain wave of Major N. S. Hart and it must
be stated it was crowned with success.
'A very fitting
little speech was made at the
conclusion of the Party, when the sentiments of the
married families were voiced. It is happy to know
that 50 odd families are so contented in a country like
this.' '
In conclusion, it was more or less an impromptu
party, which was weU run and well got up. As a merry
Christmas' and a happy New Year to the readers of
The Dragon I conclude with a true and worthy slogan,
" Hats off to Major N. S. Hart."
B—ZO.
»[)»» Company.
Considering the difficulties encountered in preparing
a show for Christmas (i.e., catering and purchasing
various articles of Blighty manufacture) our merry
band of workers put up an excellent show, which was
thoroughly appreciated. A vote of thanks is, I think,
due to those workers, so I will take this opportunity
"of thanking and congratulating them on their wonderful
show on behalf of the company, who I am sure would
wish it. It was a grand display, the following N.CO.'s
and men being responsible for it: C.Q.M.S. Pratt,
6pl. Cook, L/Cpls. James, Purkiss, Bartlett, Smith,
Richards (since discharged) and Phillipson and Ptes.
Murphy, Doland, Redman, Rowntree, Barton, F.
Price, Clifton, Davey, Bundock, Davis (R.A.M.C.
attached) and Hopkins (Pioneer).
The . day in brief was spent as follows :—Church
Parade at 10 a.m., after which the Lads were seen
sitting on the Bungalow steps giving their " Eating
utensilsthe usual annual polish in preparation of
the big feast. At 12.50 p.m. a march to the Dining
Hall began, the step being given by our famous banjoist
in the tune of " Pack up all your care and woe." Here
we were greeted by a beautifully decorated Dining Hall
and tables laid out " La Ritz." As soon as the
Company were seated, in came our waiters bearing with
them the first course. This was quickly followed by
jugs containing that famous brown livening fluid, the
extract of hops. Whilst the first course was in progress
our Commanding Officer arrived and after inspecting
the Hall, gave a short speech, during which he
congratulated the Old Ship on the excellence of its
show, wished them a good many more together and
concluded by proposing an appropriate toast to the
Company to which the Lads responded in the good
old manner, i.e., rousingly singing " For he's a jolly
good fellow " as the C.O. was leaving, who returned to
crack a joke concerning the banjoist and holding up
of same, causing roars of laughter by his ready wit.
The second course then arrived and everyone again
" got stuck." The R.S.M. then gave a short speech,
during which he complimented the Company on its
turn out and remarked that although he had seen about
five Halls that day, he had not seen one to beat,
if equal, the good old ship. He then proposed a yule
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tide toast. Lieut. Fox, M.C., was then called upon,
and made a suitable reply in a short, but witty speech
and proposed hopes of many Christmasses together.
Two chief items that came to my notice were: (1) the
number of times that our lady visitors were called upon
to jjay the usual yuletide toll, and (2) the number of
tunic buttons being undone. I also noticed that
although the necessary fruit was placedin position over
V Ekips," " Tachy" and several other company
notabilities they did not do much trade. Perhaps the
song "Oh! Charlie" etc., accounted for it. After
about an hour's enjoyment we all retired to, our
Bungalows in order that the hall could be prepared for
the concert. This commenced at 7 p.m. and
a thoroughly enjoyable and excellent show was
witnessed, which lasted for about two. and a half hours.
The. same remarks as for the dinner apply here,
although someone took to flight.
For further
information apply to Robbo, 14 Platoon. The concert
was repeated on New Year's Eve before an appreciative
audience of about 130. The menu for Christmas Day
and Programme of the concert will be found at the
foot of my notes.
That, I think, concludes the chief items of interest
concerning our Christmas celebrations and although
brief, I hope will give my readers an idea of the enjoy
able time we had. Two other items of yuletide interest
held here are a sixaside Football and inter. Platoon
Hockey Competition and a treasure hunt, but as these
were under Battalion arrangements, I will leave them
to our SubEditor.
COMPANY SPORTS.
Just before Christmas the Battalion Novices Boxing'
Competition was held and needless to say the old ship
was well represented, having, in fact, 16 competitors,
8 of whom were prize winners, whilst 2 form certs were
declared unfit by the Medical Officer, the unlucky ones
being Ptes. Bailey and Brown (after two fights). The
following entered: L/Cpl. Smith, Ptes. Johnson,
Oliver, Smissen, McKay, Martin, Brown, Bailey, Bicker,
Gates, H. Butler, J. Humphrey, Moore, Lelant, Ash
more and Townend, and we congratulate them on their
splendid performance. In the Corners as seconds, etc.
were: Sgt. Gibson (our noted heavyweight), L/Cpl.'
Franklin, Pte. Walter and Elsie Back.
HARRIS SHIELD COMPETITION.

Most of the Football, Hockey, TugofWar, Cricket
and Bayonet Fencing has been completed and I must
say the first named proved to us a great disappoint*
ment, the best we could do being to gain a share in
bottom place after anticipating heading the table.
However, the Hockey result was much better as we
gained second place. The games :—
FOOTBALL.

v. "E" 23 Group. An exciting game ended in our
opponents' favour by the score of 2—0 which rather
flatters them on the run of the play as our team
pressed strongly throughout, but did everything
but score. The team was: Wright, Gibson, Cook,
Farrell, Prior, Stoeker, Newbury, G. Batstone,
Long, Marsh and Errington.
v. "A" Company. A very different result this
time for we proved victors by the score of 4—0
(Newbury 2), (Bourne and Stoeker being our
scorers). Two changes were made in the team for
this game with the result of better team play. The
changes were Cox and Bourne for Errington and
Marsh.
v. "B" Company. A very fast game, during
which play was very even, ending in B's " favour
by the only goal. In the early stages of the game
Long received an injury to his head, which all but
put him " Hors de Combat." In consequence
of this our forward line was all at sea through lack
of a good leader.
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v. "E" 14 Group. A fast and even game,
ending in our opponents' favour with, the score of
1—0. Good play .was witnessed throughout, but
Dame Fortune was dead against us.
HOCKEY.

.

v. "E" 14 Group. A fast game, ending m our
favour by the score of 1—0, Patsy being our scorer.
The team was: Pratt, Gibson, Redman, Lt. Dewar,
Stoeker, C.S.M, Mould, Newbury, Cook, Lt. Fox,
M.C., Long and Errington.
v. "A" Company. The play throughout was
in our favour and full time came with us leading
by the score 3—0. Lt. Fox (2) and Cook were our
scorers the same team, representing us.

BAYONET FENCING.

v. "E" 23. Resulted in a win for. us.
Resulted in a win for us.
v "Q" Company.
v. "A" Company. This time we lost, but then
we cannot .expect to win always ; besides, our Pet
Alf was on show.

TUGOFWAR.

v. "E" 14. We lost the first two pulls.
v. "B" Company. The same result.
v. "A" Company. Once again the same
result.
The losing of the TugofWar was chiefly due
to lack of training.

CRICKET.

.

v. "B" Company. We lost by 9 wickets, after
batting first.
v. "A" Company. Batting after our opponents
we lost by 110 runs, "A" Company having knocked
up the score of 201 runs.
FOOTBALL—Bottom Place.
Goals.
Pld. W. D. L. For. Agst. Pts.
2
4
6
5
10 4
HOCKEY—Second Place.
Goals.
Pld. W. D. L. For. Agst. Pts.
8
9
4
5
4
0 1
The Platoons have not played in the
___ Platoon
Competition during the Month, hut they have been
turning out 2nd eleven and danker teams and some
excellent sport has been witnessed. They have been
doing wonders and we cannot help wondering why it
is they win their friendly games so easy and then lose
to the same teams in the shield competitions. The
Dankers are bringing out what appear to be coming
Company players aqd it is a thing well worth
encouraging.
' As we go to press, the Lads are busy packing kit,
etc., in preparation of Kheri Camp for Brigade
Training of which I hope to have a few nice things to
say next month.
I enclose two snaps taken by a general reader :. one
shewing " one of the usual pests that come round the
Bungalows, and the other of the Dining Hall on
Christmas Day.
MENU OF CHRISTMAS DAY.
BREAKFAST :—8 a.m.

Tea, Bread and Butter ; Ham and Sausages.

DINNER:—LP.M.

Roast Duck and Roast Pork.
Roast Potatoes.
Boiled Potatoes.
Cauliflower.
Green Peas.
Apple Sauce.
Christmas Pudding and Custard.
Cheese and Biscuits.
Oranges, Apples and Nuts.
Beer, Cigarettes and Minerals.
TEA :—4.30 p.m.
Tea, Bread Butter and Cake; Mince Pies.
SUPPER —during interval of concert.
Ham and Beef Sandwiches.
Nuts, Cigarettes, Beer and Minerals.

1.
2.
3.
4.

CHRISTMAS NIGHT CONCERT PROGRAMME.
OPENING CHORUS ...
...
CONCERT PARTY
SONG ... " Trouble & Strife " PTE. RowNTREE
SONG ... " Alone in London " L/CPL. RICHARDS
SKETCH—" DISORDERLY ROOM."
C.O.
...
...
—
 W®. P. REDMAN

Adjutant...
R.S.M.
PTE., DAVIS, R.A.M.C.
Pte. May (Prisoner)
L/CPL. JAMES
Pte. Tone® (Witness) ...
 .
L/CPL. SMITH
Provost Sergeant
PtE CLIFTON
Runner (Pte.,Easy) ...
...
PTE. F. BARTON
5. SONG ..." Let me call you Sweetheart'

PTE. DAVEY
SONG ...
"Mrs. Moore"
PTE. CLIFTON
7. TRIO
L/CFLS. PURKISS, BARTLETT AND SMITH
8. SWORD SWINGING
C.Q.M.S. PRATT
INTERVAL OF 15 MINUTES. .
9. SONG " I'm looking for a girl named Mary " ...
L/CPL. SMITH
10P, SKETCH—" YE OLD TAVERN.
PTE. CLIFTON
Inn EeePer
... CPL. COOK
The Village's Tease
PTE. F. BARTON
The Village's Dope
.:.
The Village Organist .:.
... L/CPL. PHILLIPSON
... PTE. DOLAN
The Barman
L/CPL. JAMES
The Village's Belle
PTE. P. REDMAN
The Village Slop
11. SONG " Because I love you ' L/CPL. RICHARDS
L/CPL. BARTLETT
" Bluebird "
12. SONG
13. SPECIAL REQUEST Alone in London "
L/CPL. RICHARDS
CPL. COOK
14. SONG ..." Adam was my Father "
SELECTED

15
FINALE—" The more we are together
GOD SAVE THE KING EMPEROR.
THE USUAL SCRIBE.

6.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who asked if it was possible to give the Lance
Corporal i/c. Reliefs the Stick ? DoAre could perhaps
enlighten us.
. , 
What Joe cleans his teeth with ?
Cliffo knows.
How a bloke plays hockey without feet ?
What a War Hoss really is, " A Hombre or
his dog"? (Ask Rachael).
Has Crongy's dream come true? And did he state
any opinions at the Dinner ? If so, who to ?
A
B
C

D

E
F
G
H
I
T

K
M
N

L

O
P
o
R
S
T
U
V
W
X
Y
Z

The Football ABC.

Stands for Association, name of our game,
For the ball, and boots in the same,
Is for Cup, in which many compete.
For the dribbler with swift moving feet, 
Is for effort, we all make to win,
Is for forward, both outside and in,
Is for goal the footballers' objective,
For halves whose play's so effective,
Stands for idol, whose work is applauded.
Is jeers, the duffers awarded,
Stands for kickers in battle arrayed
Is for League where there's talent displayed,
Stands for midfield, scene of many a tussle,
Is for newspaper, the spectators hustle,
Stands for offside, the footballer's bore,
Is for points, they all wish to score, _
,
Stands for quickness, both keen and incisive,
Is for reff, whose word is decisive,
Stands for Soccer, code word for a code,
Is for tripping, to which free kicks are owed,
Stands for unselfishness, needed by all,
Is for vigour, whate'er may befall,
For whistle, too oft heard some say,
Is for Xanthic, fog fatal to play,
Stands for youth, footer s hope and support,
is for zeal which it brings to the sport
.

J.wJBi

Machine Gun Platoon.
Last month, it is observed, left us deeply absorbed in rsdshig toe
dust clouds (an occupation at which we excel) in the vicinity of Bareilly
and the RamGunga river, a procedure which not infrequently takes
pfore while " The Gunners" are following the inevitablyand. far from
uneventful course of their training.
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Company,

Thus we continue to live and learn, it can almost lie conceived that,
in later years, a new race of herculean wiseacres will be sprung upon an
unsuspecting world, having their origin in the " Gunners" of the 1st
Battalion.
.
. . . . . .
Our expectations concerning our share in the Christmas festivities
were eventually not only fulfilled, but almost overfilled. \\ e are
greatly indebted to those' worthy and hardworking people who gave
many'c f their leisure hours to making and arranging the decorations,
etc.," which adorned the walls of our dining hall and removed
temporarily their everapparent bareness. A vote of thanks is also due
to those who arranged and conducted the serving of the excellent dis
play of viands which successfully camouflaged our plates during the
" dinner hour." That the camouflage was removed with vigour and
relish is a fact which liardlv needs relating. We also wish to express
our appreciation of the efforts of the speechmakers and those who
entertained us with songs, monologues, etc., during the evening,
especially cur Platoon Commander, who was responsible for much
hilarity and some hysterics, and our C.Q.M.S. with his everready
Yorkshire accent and anthem of " Owt for nowt" fame, every Friday
brings us tender memories.
Our success in tlie sixaside footer on Boxing Day was ol short
duration, due mostly we suspect, to that morningafterthenight
before feeling. Meeting "A" Company later in Harris Shield football
we were somewhat unfortunate in losing 20 in a somewhat disappoint
ing display.
.
, _
.
_
....
Having met with much success in the Bayonet Fencing Competition
our hopes ran high, but were lowered precipitously by "A" Company's
decisive victory. Dame Fortune, it appears, has yet to be informed
of our existence. We have, however, done surprisingly well in the
sports line; victories may have been few, but at least they were as
hardearned a s they were welcome.
. . . . . .

f 
New Year's Eve found us busily engaged with the preparations for
our recent move to Klieri Camp where at present we are deeply
immersed in tiie intricacies of Divisional M.G. Concentration. Genuine
hard work is the order of the day, which is nothing out of tlie ordinary
to us  leisure hours are a luxurv often foregone, but our work and
surroundings are full of interest and in all probability the answer to a
verv natural auery would be " Well, it's not so dusty."
The facilities for sport in this part of the globe are somewhat
conspicuous bv their absence. Nevertheless, one or two hectic tussles
have taken place on a "pitch" consisting of gently undulating ground
and a few chasms.
A team from the 1/3 Gurkhas met an eleven
recruited from the platoon, the result of the game being something of a
mvstery owing to tlie entire absence of goal posts. Our two Sections
 also produced two teams and " fought it out" with the leather, the
result, I 0 for No. 1 being less disastrous than was expected.
Our daily " trek " over the sand dimes and large areas of the local
landscape for the purpose of performing various " stunts
and
evolutions included in the execution of intricate Fire problems, etc.
(arranged with apparently admirable ingenuity for our special beneiit)
meet often with devastating, and sometimes decidedly humorous,
results, too lurid and too numerous to mention in these notes.
In tlie meantime we anxiouslv await the arrival of tlie remainder
of the Battalion on the 20th instant when we hope, both our work and
sport will assume a more varied aspect.
1

LANCE NAXK.

Christmas,
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1927.
The Band.

Since mv last notes appeared Christmas lias been spent and as usual
the Band upheld their old tradition by having a jolly line show The
evening was well spent bv all our outside friends who reckoned that
this Christmas was by far the best show the Band lias ever given.
Our worthy BandSergeant, assisted by a few other friends, gave us
some turns and then the dancing was going on in full swing in the little
space we had allotted to us.
.
.
The Jazz Band are still managing to get a few jazzes just lately,
but no military engagements are coming forward. (Somebody lias
just whispered we are booked for Naini Ta! next year).
At sport we have been doing fairly well and have been finding some
fairly good talent coming out amongst the boys. Congratulations to
Boy W. Longman on gaining his place in the Company Football learn.

A.R.

A MILITARY BAND'S TEN COMMANDMENTS.
1.
2.
3.

I

5.
6
7

8

9.

Thou shalt not blow sour notes and then, by comtemptuous
grimace, falsely accuse thy neighbour.
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's horn, nor liis mouthpiece
nor liis valve oil, nor liis reeds, nor his lyre, nor anything that is
his.
Thou shalt not enter the sacred precincts of the band room clothed
in strange raiment, other than issued to you, though it does
smell strangely of moth balls, and be patched even as was the
manycoloured coat of Joseph. Verily, a warrior should be
clad as a warrior, yea, even to illfitting russethued sandals.
Thou shalt comfort and make welcome the Rookie that is within
thy gates: yea even to the task of unfolding to hint
the mysteries of wrapping liis elotli leggings—giving unto him
gifts of tobacco, cigarettes, yea, even thy Wriglev s, that he
may feel welcome in the temple of the muse.
Thou shalt play uncomplainingly the music allotted thee, though
verily thou art accomplished.as a player far beyond the talents
of the Archangel Gabriel.
Remember thy music is costly, therefore keep it wholly clean
and unsullied. Thy music should not resemble a sheet on which
thy handmaiden hath cleaned the fish.
Two hours thou shalt labour and do thy tooting and in tlie time
that cometh before rehearsal shalt not make divers weird noises,
which are like unto a miasmatic cacophony, but diligently
reserve thy wind for the performance of thy true labours at the
proper time.
Thou shalt not sneak to thy allotted place after eight bells liatli
sounded, which is the accepted time for the commencement
of tliv labours ; nor shalt thou offer as an excuse for thy tardi
ness that thy chariot didst grievously shed a back tyre.
Thou shalt not worship the heathen god Jazz to the exclusion of
the classics, which is thy meat and drink, even though jazz
doth cause thy vertibrae to perform curious contortions and tliy
feet to tap, which is an abomination.
^R
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games to pick up and consequently we are unable to state the actual
position of the company with regard to the winning of the Shield. Up
to the present we have made a good impression on the others, as no
doubt you will notice on reading through these results.
In the Bayonet Fighting Competition we have met all the other
companies and inflicted a defeat"over them all., For this piece of good
work we are allowed to add five points to the grand total. This com
petition brought out many closelycontested' encounters and the team
fully deserve some applause. It is interesting to note that once again
the company have the BayonetFighting Cup in their possession.
With the exception of "D" Company we have' defeated the
remainder of the companies at Football and we tie with "C" Company,
for the highest position in this competition.. By dividing the points
we obtain another 4$ to our credit. The shield which is given for
football will be shared between the two companies, each holding it for
six months. This I consider to be a creditable performance and the
team are to be congratulated on their excellent standard of play.
The TugofWar have also made themselves felt by defeating all
the companies with the exception of "E.14" Company! Another 4J
points are picked up here by reason of being level with "C" Company.
Our average is rather lowered by the fact that up to the present
we have lost all our Hockey matches. We have one more game to play
off and that is with "E.23" Company.
Another 3 points are gained in the Cricket encounters. A brief
SPORTS RESULTS.
synopsis of each game may be acceptable to the reader, although some
Drew FOOTBALL.
of these have been mentioned in these notes previously :—
v. Gurkhas
Won 2—0
" "A" v. "C." The company lost by 1 wicket; Scores;—"A,"
v. Gurkhas ...
Lost 2—1
142; "C," 143.
v. Drums ...
...
... Lost 3—1
"A" v. "E.14." The company won by 46 runs.. Scores :—"A,"
v. Gurkhas
Drew 3—3
191; '.'E.14," 144.
HOCKEY.
"A" v. "B." The company lost by 14 runs. Scores :—"B," 101;
v. "A" Coy. 2nd XI.
Drew 2—2
"A," 87.
.
v. "B" Coy
;
Won 3—1
"A" v. "E.23." The company won by 107 runs. Scores:—"A,"
v. No. 3 Group
....
... Lost 4—2
224; "E.23," 117.
"A" v. "D." The company won by 111 runs. Scores ;—"A," 201;
The Drums.
"D," 117.
A different aspect might have been given to the two games which
W.Crook left us at the end of December for civil life and we
we lost had we had Sgt. Burville playing for us ; as it was he happened
all wish him luck in this new sphere.. I. must add that.the drums sub
scribed together and boiight him a present in the shape of  to be indisposed.
Now that the cricket is over, ,at least the Harris Shield games, it
a silver watch.
may be as well to mention a,few words about the best batsman and
Just before Christmas the Battalion, held a Novices Boxing
bowlers.
At the head of the batsmen we have Mr. Foster with 331
Competition but I will confine myself to the drummers who took part.
runs and an average of 110 3, he is followed by Sgt. Burville with 143
In the Lightweights, Drm. Anderson was unlucky to lose his fight
runs
and
an
average of 47'6. "Lofty " Curtis takes first place amongst
which was a very even one.
the bowlers with 42 wickets for an average of 71. Mr. Foster takes
In the Welterweights Drm. Etheridge knocked out Drm. Blisset in
second
place
here with 23 wickets for an average of 7'4 and the third
the second round, but lost on points in his second fight.
place is taken by Sgt. McLean with an average of 15'5 for 15 wickets.
Drm. Harland lost on points in the Middles after a keen and close
This just about finishes my stock of news for this month, but before
fight.
actually closing I should like to mention that Sgt. Burville will be
X1 On Boxing Day, the annual " sixaside " football was played off,
shortly leaving us for a tour of duty at the Depot and on behalf of the
the Drums playing five games and winning their way into the finals.
company, I should like to wish Sgt. Burville and family.a "bon
I he winning team received Rs. 5 per player and the runnersup Rs. 2/8.
voyagc " home and the best of health and prosperity in the future.
There were also other games such as " sixaside " hockey and a treasure
hunt.
We are losing one of the finest assets of the Company in regard to sport
and we further realize that it is also a Battalion loss. I am certain the
. The Drums of the First Battalion hope the Drums of the Second
Depot will never make him forget his old company and least of all,
Battalion had a fine time at Christmas and that it is not too late to wish
his old platoon " Shiny 3."
them a Happy New Year. Everybody here is now getting ready for
camp.
When next Sgt. Burville picks up a Dragon he might smile to him
self on reading (that I am still telling mybootboy" to clean
We have played any amount of football matches and have won the
my
equipment for
" QUARTERGUARD."
THEM^f' One day in fact, we asked for the Company jerseys and GOT
During the month everyone in the Section has given a helping hand
in making Christmas a success and an enjoyable time. The
general staff consisted of . two parties—decorators and food
selectors, and we must congratulate both on theway things went on the
day. After Church Parade the Dining Rooms were inspected by the
Officers and some of the ladies of the Battalion and much laughter was
heard as a result of Joe's pictures. At dinnertime the C.O. and Mrs.
Howard Smith spent a pleasant time with us and the C.O. gave a short
speech and concluded with a good word for the Section on their year's
work and Annual Classification. The evening was spent in the usual
way and was a great success. Singing, dancing, etc., were kept up until
halfpastnme, when some of us went to other Companies to have a peep
at then shows.
We must congratulate L/Cpl. Dixey on gaining a "D" at theSchool
of Signals at Poona and hope that our future candidates will do the
same.
j0?. th.e sports fieId we llave been fairly prominent at both Football
and Hockey. We have played our neighbours, the Gurkhas, three
times at football and all the games were keenly contested. At hockey
we have played No. 3 Group, "B" Company and the "A" Company 2nd
Eleven. Results will be found below.
" WINGY."

We welcome Dmr. Etheridge to our circle and hope he will like the
old Buffs. He transferred to us from the Cheshires who are at Poona.
_

FOOTBALL RESULTS.
Drums v. "C" Company ...
Lost
„ v. M.G. Platoon '...
...
... Won
„ v. "C" Company
Won
„. v. Signals
Won
„ v. A'Company ...
Won
„ v; "D" Company ...
...
Lost
„ v. "C" Company ... '
Lost
„ v. M.G. Platoon ...
Lost
„ ti. "A" Company
... Won
„ v. "D" Company ...
...
... Won
„ v. Signals
... won
Goals for :—27.
 Goals against:—12.

NEWCOMER.

1 2
5—1
1—0
5—1
5—1
0—3
0—2
0—1
3—0
6—0
2—1

"A" Company.
Time will not permit me to beat about the bush so I must open up
straight away with the account of the activities of this company during
the last month.
Returning from Faridpur about ten days before Christmas, we
immediately commenced our preparations for the festive season.
Everything went off well and to our C.Q.M.S. and his staff we
offer many thanks for the way in which they endeavoured to satisfy
our needs; the willing workers who helped to decorate and assist in
general with the Dining Hall also deserve a word of thnntrs
Recently two of our senior N.C.O.'s have temporarily left the
company. One, Sgt. Cross/is at NainiTal, carrying out the duties of
Pay Clerk and the other, Sgt. Hadaway, has left us for Pachmari, there
to undergo a course of musketry. We all wish both these N.C O's
success at their respective employments and to Sgt. Hadaway the
award of the muchcoveted "D."

With the anew of finishing off all the Harris Shield matches before
leaving for Brigade training,the company, have been rushing some of
the games through and nbw at the time of writing I have got several
to^ention. We have managed to finish off the majority of our
Hams Shield encounters, but the other companies have still some

"B" Company. ,
Once again Cpl. Cook has left the Company for Roorkee to train
natives and we wish him the very best while there and also hope he
remembers that he is still in the Company and that any news from him
will be welcomed. Since our last notes were sent in, we have lost Cpl.
White, Ptes. Bassett, Keeler, Williams, Deane and Higgins, who sailed
for U.K. on the H.T. Nevassa, on the 3rd of January. We wish them
all the very best of luck in Civvy Life and as the old saying goes:
" may all their troubles be little ones."
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Patterson on his winning the Caj)tain
Wood Shooting Cup in the Corporals' Annual Shoot, also two Silver
Spoons. This makes the third year in succession that a N.C.O. of
"B" Company has won the Cup, for the late Cpl. Leeks and L/Cpl. Hunt
won it in 1925 and 1926 respectively. " Well done, "B" Company."
All Ranks spent a very good time on Christmas Day and a very
good dinner was served, most ably arranged by the C.Q.M.S. (Jock
Clayton). The usual Concert in the evening was a great success.
Special mention must be made of Cpl. .Wyles and his staff of
voluntary workers for the decorations and of L/Cpl. Castle and his
band of Mess Orderlies for the excellent manner in which the tables
were arranged. The day was a huge success and everyone retired
in the evening happy and contented. . I would like to thank, through
this paper, L/Sgt. Beer for his letter and kind wishes to the Company.
I am sure that the Company as a whole wish him every success in his
new Corps.
.

COMPANY SPORTS.

 We are now busily preparing for Camp as we leave here on the
19th, for Battalion and Brigade Training. It is only a month since we
returned from Company Training at Faridpur, so we are now getting
quite used to moving. As regards Spbrt, we have played quite a few
Harris Shield and Platoon Shield matches with the following results :—
FOOTBALL (HARRIS SHIELD).—"B" v. "D" Company, on Tuesday,
201227, .
After a verygood game we managed to win 10 by a goal scored
by L/Cpl. Savage. Ptes.'Barnes and Puttock at back played very
well, also Pte. Morris at centrehalf. The whole, team, must be
congratulated on their splendid combination which won the match.
"B v. "E.23."

44

C"

COMPANY.

Joint Winners with " A " Company, Football Shield, 1927.
LjCpl. Edwards,
Pte. Elliott.

Cpl. Coshall,
Lpi.
Cpl. Mount.
mount.
LjCpl. Beauchamp.
Capt. Tube.
Pte. Elderkin.

Cpl. Hughes.
. Cpl. Ayliffe.

LjCpl. Williams.
Pte. Lenton.
C.S.M. Williams.

pte. Cresswell.
CD
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This was our last Football Match in tlie Harris Shield events
and we won bv 31. This made our third win in tlie contest. "A
and "C" Companies both beat us in the first matches so we now
stand with 3 wins and 2 losses ; however, I think we should have
ddne better had all of our team been available in our first
two
matches.

CRICKET.—"B" V. "E.23."

Result : "E.23" 66 runs ; "B," 55. Victory was m our grasp
as we were 40 for 2 wickets, but our batting completely broke down
after Pte. Richards and Lieut. Oliver were dismissed, and we lost
a great chance of winning the Cricket Shield.
"B" v. "D."
Result : "B," 103 for 1 ; "D," 95.
^
Lieut. Oliver made 70 and Pte. Istcd 27 not out and they
passed "D" Company's score between them. After a fine innings,
Lt. Oliver was caught and we declared the innings closed. Lieut
Oliver made 10 boundary hits.
Bowling : Pte. Richards, 5 for 23 ; C.S.M. Farrow, 3 for 9 :
Pie. Barnes, 1 for 28.

TUGOFWAR.—

,

,.

"B" v. "E.23." Our team put up a good show and won ootn
pulls.
"B" v. "D." Our team again won the first two pulls.
"B" v. "C." In this pull we lost in the first two pulls.
The following represented the Company:—Pte. Richards,
Moore, Foreman, Webb, Harrison, Lewis, Harmon, Deuliam,
L/Cpl. Taylor and Cpl. Wyles.
,,
HOCKEY.—"B" v. "D." After a very hardfought game 'D Company
won by 31.
. .,
BOXING.—A Battalion Novices Boxing Competition was held in uie
Gymnasium on Tuesday, the 20th December, 1927. The Company
had 21 entries, but Ptes. Martin and Gillis were declared medically
unfit by the Medical Officer.

As far as Harris Shield Sport is concerned we are doing very well.
We tied with "A" Company for 1st place in the Football, both (cants
playing 5 and winning 4. Had it rested on goal average we should have
been on top. However, it was a good show. V e .also won the Hockey,
winning all five games. Both the Hockey and Football 1 earns had


 
—
—
">"e. Being a
f the Cricket
icuii
nc
...... .v.
—
—
Still, we
tied for second place, which was not too bad.
Cpl. Robinson has done well with the TugofUar team,
we tied
with "A" and "E.14" Companies for 1st place. Each Company lost
°nC'rV.e Harris Shield Shooting was decided on tlie Annual Course,
rille only. We fared verv badly and were at the bottom of the roll.
We made up for it with the Lewis Gun though. In this we secured first
,,la Congratulations

to Private Rutty on getting Company Shot rille
with a score of 91 : also to Cpl. Glazier on getting Battalion and
Company Shot, Lewis Gun, with a score of 191.
y.i,.u.

Perak.
Dear .Sir,
I am afraid I have had to keep you waiting some
time for your reply about the Buffs buried here, but
I have been unable, until this week, to revisit
the graves to ascertain particulars. They are as
follows :—

' LightHeavv : Pte. Andrews, "B" was beaten by Pte. Snelling.
Pte. Kempster beat Dr. Harland. Pte. Martin beat Pte. Kempster.
Middles: Pte. Webb beat Pte. Humphrey.
Pte. Ihsher
was beaten by L/Cpl. Smith.
Welter: Pte. James was beaten by Pte. Butler. Pte. uore
croft beat Pte. Trim. Pte. Perry Was beaten by Pte. McKay. Pte.
Ashmore beat Pte. Morecroft.
.
LightWeight: Pte. Bell was beaten by Pte. Lmd. Pte.
Taylor was beaten bv Pte. Morris. Pte. Sims was beaten by Cpl.
Butcher. Cpl. Butcher was beaten by Pte. Morris. Pte. Morris
beat Southern. Pte. Morris beat Pte. I,ind.
Bantams : Pte. Mitchell beat Pte. Hughes.
Ieathers : Pte. I.anglev beat Pte. Lavender. Pte. Langley
beat Pte.Townend.
,
,, .
. . .
We congratul ite Pte. Morris and Langley on winning their weights
and also Pte. Sims on the very good fight
he put up against Cpl.
Butcher.

CROSS COUNTRY RUN (INTERPLATOON.
The C impanv Cross Country Run took place on the 3rd
January, 1928. Sixtysix runners took part over a course of about
3 miles.
The results were as fallows :—No. 6 Platoon, 1st,
65 points : No. 8 Plitoon 2nd, 151 points ; No. 7 Platoon 3rd, 163
points ; No. 5 Plitoon, 4th, 212 points.
Order of finishing
of individuals . 1, Pte. Langley; 2, L/Cpl
Tavl ir; 3, Pte. Comb; 4, Moore, B. ; 5, Barnden ; 6, L/Cpl.
Boseley ; /, Harrison; 8, Whitehead; 9, Lt. Oliver; 10,
Patterson; II, Porrier; 12, Richards; 13, Woodhatch; 14,
Morris; 15, ICavanagh.
A T E

"C" Company.
This month has been very quiet for us. We have experienced
a distinct change in the weather and some of us, if not all. have been
only too glad to sit beside the fire
In order to prepare us for the coming Brigade Training we have
been having two route marches a week. One would hardly realise he
was in India ; your lingers get so cold you can hardly hold your rille.
We were very unfortunate this month in losing Cpl. Ayliffe and Pte.
Chapman, both having transferred to the Army Reserve. Ayliffe was
one of our best allround sportsmen and there is not the slightest doubt

luck in civilian life.
Before going farther, I should like, on behalf of the Company, to
tongritul tc Sgt. Crump and his noble army of helpers on getting 2nd
Prize f >r the best decorated Dining Hall on Christmas Day. It was
extremely good. Everyone appeared to be enjoying himself and as
a soldier seems to judge his Christmas according to the dinner and fare
generally, I amsureall weresatisfied. Wc understand Burt andLenton
h id a good time ; they apparently took it home with them and locked
the door.
We added to our hockey honours by winning the sixaside hockey
tournament on Boxing Day.
We are very busy just now drawing up little sticks and pieces of
string, preparing for Brigade Training at Iiheri on the 19tli of next
month. Tills reminds me of another interesting point, viz. : " Where
are all the N.C.O.'s disappearing to ? " They have suddenly wished to
go on courses or Vocational Training. I heard one of Q branch say
the other day : " Only six more months to do " ; so by all appearances
this training is not so fascinating as it seems to be.

Pte. W. Smith,
3rd Bn. The Buffs,
Died in Perak.
February, 1876.
I am afraid they are very meagre details, and the
name is not uncommon ; probably lie was plain " Bill
Smith." I enclose tlie negative of a photo I took—you
mav care to have it for Regimental Records.
The graves are tended, etc., by the Perak Govern
ment, an annual grant being made for the purpose.
They lie in a really charming little spot. \ou can get
a good description of events 1875—1876 from
Perak
and the Malays" by Major Fred. McNair, 1878. My
edition is published by Casscll and Coy., and I obtained
it from Luzac and Coy., near British Museum.
Telok Anson,
Yours sincerely,
Lower Perak,
ARTHUR HUNT,
p.M.S.
Malay Civil Service.

THE DRAGON

The

2nd

rpHE lot of a wretched
J. Subeditor is indeed
a hard one. The month
seems to fly so quickly, and
yet nothing of note seems
to happen, or if any big
event does happen, it is
always fully written up by
some other correspondent.
This is very much the case
this month as the big event
during February was the
visit of the London Branch
of the Past and Present
Association. Though this
is fully recorded elsewhere,
we feel it our dut}' to congratulate firstly, the
London Branch, on the numbers they brought
down on that occasion, and secondly, all those
who were responsible for the catering and
entertainments on that day. The only
disappointment of the day was the weather—
it rained hard all the morning—and as a result
Church Parade had to be cancelled. This was
a great pity as it had been arranged for the
Past to march at the head of the Battalion to
Church. Several of us hope to resume our
acquaintanceship with the members of the
London Branch at their dance on the 25th of
this month. We only hope that the splendid
show put up by the London Branch will make
some of the 2nd Battalion realise the
advantages of joining the Past and Present
Association, as our number of members have
sadly decreased. This especially applies to
men who are leaving the service, as they may
at any time find themselves in need of financial
or other assistance. We were very pleased
to see MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge
and Brig.General R. McDouall among us on
this visit.
We were all very pleased to welcome
a draft from the Depot, conducted by Lt.
Airy, at the beginning of the month. This
will help to fill the gap left by the drafts who
have gone to the 1st Battalion.
At Football we have not done so well
lately, but I understand we are still top of
the Command Senior League.
At CrossCountry Running "C" Company
represented the Battalion in the Command
InterCompany CrossCountry Run and did
very well to finish eighth.
On Friday next (the 24th) we fight the
Seaforths in the first
round of the Army
Boxing Competition.
Our trainer, Mr.
Caswell, has done all in his power to train the
team and we hope they will give a very good
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Battalion.
account of themselves. We are rather handi
capped at the start by having no officers to
fight Light Weight, which gives our opponents
two points straight away, but against that
several of our boxers have improved on their
last year's form, thanks to our excellent
trainer, notably, Machin, Ban and Hudd.
So we hope next month to be able to furnish
our readers with an account of a win.
VISIT OF LONDON BRANCH, PAST AND PRESENT
ASSOCIATION, THE BUFFS, TO ALDERSHOT, 29/1/28.
On Sunday, 29th January, we were honoured with
a visit from 62 members of the London Branch, Past
and Present Association, who spent the day with us.
They arrived all merry and bright by two
charsabanc at about 10.45 a.m., when they were
regaled with light refreshments, and then conducted
all round barracks. A group photograph of the
members of the London Branch, members of Sergeants'
Mess, Officers of the Battalion and junior N.C.O.'s and
men with over 12 year's service, was taken by Messrs.
Gale and Polden at about 12 noon, after the visitors
had been shewn the intricacies of the Lewis Gun, The
Vickers Gun and the " Sniper" rifle. This photo
graph turned out exceptionally well, and everybody
appeared to be highly delighted with the result. We
are now expecting to receive a bumper order from
Loudon for copies.
At 1.45 p.m. we sat down together for lunch, which
was as follows :—
Veal, Ham and Egg Pie.
Cold Roast Lamb.
Tomato Salad.
Beet Salad.
Creamed Potatoes.
Trifle.
Rolls and Butter.
Coffee.
Tea.
Beer.
Wines.
Minerals.
During Luncheon, a small orchestra from the Band
played the following programme, every item of which
was applauded, the loudest praise being given to the
opening March.
1. MARCH—" Old Comrades."
2. FOXTROT—"Me and Jane."
3. SELECTION—" 19272S Revue."
4. MARCH MEDLEY—" Scotland."
5. VALSE—" Tired Hands."
6. SELECTION—" The Desert Song."
7. FOXTROT—" The Doll Dance."
8. VALSE—" When you played the organ."
9. MARCH MEDLEY—" England."
During Luncheon everyone made merry, and toasts
were given by Major G. Lee, D.S.O., M.C., who also
recalled one or two of the London Branch, making
especial mention of Mr. Warren, to whom he referred
as " Donkey," and related an anecdote about
purchasing a donkey for 17/. Captain J. E. Enright
replied to the toast on behalf of the London Branch,
and stated that the Army of today appeared to be
just as good, if not better than the old army which he
knew.
After Luncheon we all dispersed, some to the
Sergeants' Mess for further refreshment, some to the
Billiard Room and some to the Miniature Range. At
2.45 a series of matches commenced: (1) Snooker;
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(2) Billiards and (3) Miniature Range shooting. This
was all carried out in the form of a competition between
the London Branch and Present members of the 2nd
Battalion, at which the latter were just successful on
all occasions, as shewn below.

Sgt. A. Amos
CS.M. G. Coaster
Pte. A. Gentle
Cpl. W. Martin

BILLIARDS.

Result .—London Branch, 133; 2nd Bn., 272.
Teams :—
London Branch, P. and P.—Mr. S. C. Marshall,
Mr. E. W. Lamb, Mr. G. H. Austin, Mr. A. W.
Roullier, Mr. ,G. W. Peacock, Capt. E. A.
Carter, M.C., Mr. F. H. Kennings, Capt. J. E.
Enright.
2nd Battalion.'—C.S.M. G. Coaster, Lieut. J. E.
King, Pte. J. Bryan, Pte. E. Lewry, L/Cpl. F.
Harper, L/Cpl. F. Burton, Cpl. H. Thompson,
Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) G. Ricketts.
SNOOKER.

Result: London Branch, 112; 2nd Bn., 121.
Teams:
London Branch, P. and P.—Mr. R. H. Blacker,
Mr. G. Browne, Mr. S. C. Marshall, Mr. H.
Adams, Mr. G. H. Austin, Mr. F. H. Kennings,
Mr. A. E. Warren, Mr. H. W. Port.
2nd Battalion.—Pte. A. Gentle, Sgt. A.' Bromley,
Cpl. C. Gillett, Major G. P. Hamilton, M.C.,
R.S.M. C. Vaughan, L/Cpl. H. Strand, Dmr.
F. Whittington, L/Cpl. S. Bennett.
SHOOTING—MINIATURE RANGE.

Result: London Branch, 475; 2nd Bn., 569.
Scores.
London Branch Team.
Mr. E. H. Tong ...
Mr. H. Thomas
Mr. S. Fludder
Mr. A. W. Morgan
Mr. E. C. Ainge ...
Capt. J. E. Enright
Mr. H. W. Port ...
Mr. R. Brudenell ...
Capt. E. A. Carter"
...
Mr. B. Field
Mr. J. R. Stone
Mr. W. H. Tapsell...
Mr. R. L. Hierons
Mr. H. S. Myers ...
Mr. J. W. Davies ...
Mr. J. Giles
Mr. H. T. Burt ...
Mr. R. W. Stringer
Mr. T. Lee ...
Mr. V. J. MacMahon

2nd Battalion Team.
Bandmaster Hewitt
C.S.M. A. Tong ...
Sgt. C. Cronin
L/Cpl. E. Brooker
L/Cpl. G. Crouch ...
L/Sgt. A. Field
L/Sgt. A. Trice
Pte. E. Freelove ...
Cpl. W. Pack
Pte. C. Mantell
C.Q.M.S. A. Ongley, D.C.M
Pte. J. Bryan
Sgt. W. Green
Pte. L. Woods
L/Sgt. R. Knights, D.C.M
Sgt. W. Beal

25

8
14
17
9
18
20
19
18
16
4
18
15
9
8
14
17
1

33
14
17
9
38
45
44
38
41
4
38
35
29
28
14
37
1

_

1
9

1
9

240

235

475

—
—
—

20
25
25
20
25
—

20
20
20
20
—

20
—

Scores.
Grpg. Appln. Total.
20
18
38
36
20
16
25
17
42
10
12
22
20

25
15
20

20
20
15
20

2

18
17

12

18

9
12
15
17
15
18

17

2

38
42
27
38
9

12

35
37
30
38
17

20
25
20

10
15
16

30
40
36

295

274

569

Some of the London Branch were very interested
in the " Big Bang " on the Miniature Range, but as far
as can be ascertained, one person only managed to hit
the mark, and that was Bandmaster Hewitt.
After all this excitement of the afternoon (which
took place instead of the usual Sunday afternoon
" nap ") we all returned to the commissariat depart
ment, where we sat down to a very nice tea. Again
the orchestra played selections during the meal. We
then dispersed to the Sergeants' Mess, prior to
proceeding to the Recreation Room, where we were
later regaled with a splendid concert by the " Dandies "
Concert Party.
The concert, which, by the way, was a " Smoker,"
proved to be a huge success, and all enjoyed it.
During an interval refreshments were served. (Solid
refreshments!)
Our visitors proceeded to the Sergeants' Mess after
the concert and had a " dust preventer " before pro
ceeding back to London. The buses left at about
9.30 p.m. and we sincerely hope that the members of
the London Branch had a good return trip. No doubt
some of them did not feel much inclined for work the
following morning, but it was worth it. I know one
missed the charrys, so he promptly decided to spend
the night at Aldershot, while another could not find
his hat!
Among those present on this memorable occasion
were MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge, Brigadier
General R. McDouall, Captain J. E. Enright, Captain
E. A. Carter and Mr. E. C. Ainge, who, by the way, is
deserving of thanks for his splendid organisation of the
trip. It would take up too much space to mention all
those attending this function, but from our end were
Major Guy Lee, Major G. F. Hamilton, Major C. S.
Field and most of the junior officers, while all members
of the Sergeants' Mess who were not actually on duty
were present; also N.C.O.'s and men with over 12
years' service.
All the visitors appeared to be absolutely in
the very best of health, and we sincerely hope that
they will keep so.
Like all good things, this very happy day came to
an end, but we are hoping to have another reunion
like it. It is almost an impossiblity to have one any
better, which is saying a good deal. At. all events,
another day like that is the wish of
WUNNOWEM.

Novices' Boxing Tournament.
On Monday, 6th February, 1928, a.Novices' Boxing
Tournament was held, the preliminary bouts of which
were fought off in the Regimental Gymnasium in
Barracks during the afternoon. A good list of entries
was received, but the boxing was, in the words of the
Commanding Officer, not quite up to the usual standard
of novices boxing. The result of the afternoon session
was as follows :—
FEATHER WEIGHTS.

Fte. Gallagher beat Pte. Cherry oil points..
Pte. Scullion beat Pte. Taylor of "A" on points.
Pte. Catlin beat Pte. Crowhurst on points.

LIGHT WEIGHTS. 

Pte. Heathfield beat Pte. Barlow on points.
L/Cpl. Townsend beat Pte. Matfin after a plucky fight on points.
Fte. Leggett beat Pte. Kimber on.points after a tame boat.
Pte. Marsden (eventual winner) "easily beat Pte. Hadley. 
Pte. Wickenden beat Pte.;Robbins on points, although this was a
good fight and there was not much in it. *
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Pte. Ray beat Pte. Pilgrim.
Pte. Gilbert beatiPtfc.Brambleby on points.
Pte. Johnson beat Pte. Taylor, "H.Q.,'.'on points.
Pte. Williams knocked out Pte. Causer in the 2nd round.

WELTER WEIGHTS.

Ptes. Kettle and'.Smith, walkover.
Pte. Nolan beat.Ptfr. Willmoto on pbints.
L/Cpl. Smith beat Pte. T. Mitchell on points.
„, ,,
Bdm. Catt beat Etc. Hodgson on points after a very good fight.
Catt had his eye.ciit, so. liad to scratch from any following rounds.

The deciding .houtswere fought in the Maxlborough
Lines Gymnasium ;.ih, the evening, commencing at
8 p.m., and the ^results were as indicated below :—
FEATHER WEIGHTS.

.

Pte. Gallagher, bye;'
Pte. Catlin beat;Bte. Taylor on points..
,
, ...
Pte. Tavlor beat Pte. Gallagher after a very hard fight, which was
commented.on bythe Referee..

WELTER WEIGHTS.

Cross Country Running.

'

Pte. Kettle, Pte.Smith and Pte. Nolan, byes.
.
...
L/Cpl. Smith, walkover. Ids opponent, Bdm. Catt having scratched.
SemifinalL/Cpl. Smith beat Pte. Nolan fairly easily.
Pte. Smith beat Pte. Kettle on points.
. . ... ...
FinalPte. Smith beat L/Cpl. Smith on points in a bout in which
there was not much to choose.

^^ByesTPtef Heathfield, L/Cpl. Townsend, Pte. Leggett, Pte. Mars
den, Pte. Wickenden, Pte. Ray, Pte. GUbert.
2nd Round
Pte. .Williams K.o. Pte. Johnson in the 2nd round..
3rd Round :—L/Cpl. Townsend beat Pte. Heathfield, on pomts.
Pte. Marsden K.O. Pte. Leggett in 1st round.
Pte. Ray beat Pte. Wickenden after a good hard fight.
Pte. Gilbert beat Pte. Williams on points.
SemifinalPte. Marsden beat L/Cpl. Townsend on points after a
good f i g h t .
. . . .
Pte. , Gilbert beat Pte. Ray on pomts, but there was
not much to decide either way.
,
FinalPte. Marsden  beat Pte. Gilbert, on points, the referee
remarking that Pte. Gilbert was a plucky loser.
MIDDLE WEIGHTS..

Again mud, but no wind. At half time the score
was 0—0, but, our team; lasted! better, in the second
half.

„ ' ,
A.C.S. LEAGUE P. 2ND D.C.L.L (Lost, A—1).
Again mud' and a gale of wind.  We lost the toss
and were two goals down at halftime; /but had put up
a splendid show. Within five minutes of restarting
we had scored one and it seemed as if we might win,
but it was not to be. Our opponents; defended wen.
Under the circumstances a very good game indeed.
The team which won the toss under, the conditions
would almost certainly win the game.
A.C. JUNIOR LEAGUE V. 2ND NORFOLKS. (Lost, 4—3).
A . C . J U N I O R L E A G U E V . R . A : F . ( L o s t , 7 L).

_ ... , ,,

 ,

Semifinals:—Pte. Vant knocked out L/Cp!. A. Smith in the first
10 seconds of the fight.
Pte. . Steele beat Pte.. Ward on pomts. There was
not much boxing : in this bout, being mainly a
display of whirling arms.
FinalPte. Steele beat Pte. Vant on points. Steele had to go aU
out to beat this man, and an extra round had to be fought to decide
the winner.
„
,

The following officers officiated as shewn, and all
thanks are. due to them for the excellent way in which
thev carried out their jobs :—
Referee:—Lieut 1 A., A. Goodwin, The Suffolk Regi
ment.
.
„ 
Judges—Lieut. E..H..B. Neil,.Seaforth Highlanders,
Lieut. W. H. F. Routh, The Somerset Light
Infantry.
_ _
Thanks, are'alsodue to 2/Lieutenant R..F. Parry
who organised this show; also to the R.S.M. who acted
as M.C.
FISTICUFFS.
Association Football.
Since the restart of football the two Regimental
teams have not kept up the high standard that existed
before the Christmas break.
The senior team have played four—lost two, drawn
one and won one. They are still top of the league, but
the 60th Rifles are pressing close.
Unfortunately, climatic conditions have been
against us—mud particularly.
The junior ;team have played two and lost them
both.
A.C.S. LEAGUE V. 2ND NORFOLKS.. (Lost, 5—2).
Played on Queen's Avenue Ground in a sea of mud.
Our team were swamped by the rushing tactics of the
Norfolks. The score at half time was 1—1. A very
clean game and good to watch.
A.C.S. LEAGUE v. 1ST K.O.R.R.. (Draw, 3—3).
This team were last year champions of Aldershot
Command and', to make a draw was a good result.
Again a sea of mud, even worse than the Norfolks'
game. It rained continuously—a cold,. driving rain—
and the ground, was in an atrocious state.
Both teams took, the conditions ih. good part and
played a game, pleasant to watch. '
A.C.S. LEAGUE v. 3RD BRIG. R.A. (Won, 4—1).

During the past month crosscountry running has been carried out
in real earnest. This lias been the resultof several reasons, some of
WlUIn

the°first placfTthe crosscountry running: committee of toe
Battalion arranged a few battalion runs, These met with a fair
approval, but a good deal was still r^uued m the organising of these
runs, chiefly because they were not sufficiently backed up by all
Major Guy Lee, D.S.O., M.C., our: present C.O. then suggested
that toe runs should take place every  week, with everyone either

to

committee, so with the help of the R.S.M. a good programme was laid
down—which met with the wholehearted approval of^Adjutant—
and was submitted to the C.O. This is toe present system m the
Batcm

Monday afternoon, at 2.15 p.m., the programme of work shows
Battalion  Cross Country Run. At this hour all .other work ceases
and everyone prepares.for the threeandahalf mile run. All undo:
15 years' service.must run, over 15 years, at the discretion of the O.C.
Company. AU Subaltern Officers are expected to run
do run).
Those exempted from running act as points, clerks; etc. The Company
Commanders place themselves somewhere round the rowse, keeping
a watchful eye on their men. You should just see toe sprints some
of toe men make when they pass a Company Commander, the result
being tliey have to make so many sprints that they arrive h°°ic a goo
deal earlier than they expected to. The ran takes place over the same
course each week. The BattaUon Clock is taken on parade, toe<object
being that each runner can compare his time and his progress
At present there is a competition in progress which I wfil try to explain
briT&re wUl be six runs of .the same distance. The first: maai scores
10 points for his Company; 2nd man, 9. pomts, down to the 9th man
scoring 2 points. The time of the tenth man is taken, all men ^
arriving home within 10 minutes of the tenth man;score ^one point for
their Company. The position of companies is decided on a percentage
svstem points obtained of possible points, first
9 men of each .
company aUowed 54 points, toe remainder of then entnes, I pomt per
man The company with the best average over toe six runs gains 3
points toward? the Athletic Shield ; 2nd Company, 2 points ; 3rd
Company, 1. point. There wfil also be individual prizes for best
averages. Lastly, toe first twenty men of toe winning Company

Thr;tatoto "4toto

Officers and Other Ranks turned but for this run. The run was started
by toe Quartermaster. The competitors got away,at a good pace, but
slowed down a little when they reached the swampy ground. It was
rather a cold dav and also it Jiad been raining a good deal inaking toe
going rather heavy. Walton, Trinkwon, Spence and Lt. R. F. Parry
were soon away to thefront, remaining in this order! Cpl. Handscomb,
L/Cpl. Kelly and Pte. Lewis followed close behind The result of the
race was a winfor "C" Cdmpany..
„
^
Order of Finishing:—1st, Pte. Walton, 1J.Q.B. Time. 22
mins. 30 sees. 2nd, L/Cpl. Spence, "C" ; 3rd,L/Cpl. Trinkwon, C ;
4th Lt. R. F. Parry, A"'; 5to, Pte. Knight,. D, , 6th, Cpl. Hands
comb, "C"; 7th, L/Cpl. KeUy, '/A" ; 8to,. Pte:, Lewis, C ; 9th,
Pte. Stevens, "A" ; 10th, Pte. Nolan, H.Q.B. 
Companies..

Points obtained!.

Percentage; , ^Company.

2nd
81
613%
; "H.Q.B."
3rd
55
55%
"A Coy.
4th
33
426%
f D"Coy.
Sth
46
41%
. H.Q.A.
mi
34'
38'6% ,
"B" Coy,
The Second Run was held on 30th.January..' About 450 lined up
for this run, toe draft for India .having returned][from leave. This
large field was sent'off by MajorGuy Leo,' D.S.O.r JI.C. It was quite
agood day for running, the result being a faster race than the previous
week. One finds it quite interesting trying to work th<£wav trough
thislarge field. L/Cpl. Trinkwon was soon;array; m front, followed
ckteely by Pte. Walton, L/Cpi: Spence, LtRVF. Rarry and Cpl. Hands
comb. L/Cpl. Trinkwon and Walton had a goodjrace all round and
toSe was very little differenceat the finish, Pte. Wdlton bang declared
the winner. Pooley, Divers and Abbottshowed lip well in this race.
ThisiTtlmfirst I have seenof Divers dndAJ/bbtt, but I can remember
 both runiring qifitowell when at: toe Depot. Pte.:D. Knight, of "D"
(StapanyLewis, Frost and Burgess of "C" Company are a .''more
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than useful runners and should do well with training. Ptes. Drewitt,
Morris, Nolan and Bassett are all steadily improving. One could go
on mentioning others, but then I have a complete record of the first
300 or more of the battalion. Names are taken by the R.Q.M.S.,
O.R./Q.M.S. and C.S.M. on each run.
There was an added interest iii this run as the Company with the
first fifteen
men home were to represent the Battalion in the Command
InterCompanv Competition on 14th February. "C" Company won
and will represent the Battalion. "C" Company again won the race.
Order of Finishing:—1st, Pte. Walton, "H.Q.B." Time: 22
mins.; 2nd, L/Cpl. Trinkwon, "C" ; 3rd, L/Cpl. Spence, "C" ; 4th,
Lt. R. F. Parry, "A" ; 5th, Dr. Pooley, "H.Q.A." ; 6th, Pte. Divers,
"H.O.B" ; 7th, Pte. Abbot, "H.Q.B." ; 8th, Cpl. Ilandscomb, "C" ;
9th, Pte. Lewis, "C" ; 10th, Pte. D. Knight, "D" ; 11th, Pte. Frost,
"C" : 12th, Pte. Burgess, "C." 285 scored points for their companies.
"C" Company are training for the Command Run. They have a
useful team and should give a good account of themselves. One must
remember that the standard of CrossGountry Running in the Army is
improving. We have to compete against the D.C.L.I., the Tank Corps,
R.A.M.C., etc., which all have good teams.

DEPARTMENTAL POSITIONS.
LIEUT. R. F.'PARRY.—Heads the roll of Officers by finishing

Ith on each
occasion. Runnerup, Lt. Bruce, who finished
59th on both runs.
No immediate likelihood of I.t. R. F. Parry being disposed of his
position.
L/SGT. WATSON.—Heads the Sergeants' Mess finishing
30th and 31st.
Probably holds his position owing to the fact of his nearest rival
being out of action.
CPI.. HANDSCOMP..—Heads the Corporals with two good positions 5th,
and 8th.  Cpl. Kerry, nearest contender.
L/CPLS. TRINKWON AND SPENCE.—Share the honours of the Lance
Corporals having a 2nd and 3rd each. Two sound runners.
PTE. WALTON.—Leads the Officers' Servants with two firsts, followed
by Pte. Knight of "D" Company with a 5th and 10th. Officers'
Servants seem in a strong position.
PTE. LEWIS,—Looking after the Duty Men with 8th and 9th to his
credit. Very small man, but plenty of grit.
PTE. DIVERS.—Keeping up the position of the Regimental Butchers
with 11 th and 5th places.
PTE. COWELL.—Mess Room Orderlies' representative with 20th and
56th position.
PTE. LEVVRY.—Beat the Pte. Woods for a side stake.
CPL. STOCKIN.—Looks well and truly after the interests of the potato
peelers.

THINGS WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW.
Who first invented CrossCountry Running ?
An excuse which would exempt us from the run ?
Who feels any the worse for their weekly run ?
How many feel the benefit of them ?
The Third Run was held on Tueaday, February 7tli, 1928. The
usual strong field turned out for this run, everyone seeming eager for
the race and ready to get away. It was a very fine day, but rather a
cold wind blowing which should not have improved the time of the
previous week. As the race was actually won in faster time we can be
sure the result of these weekly runs is an increased standard of efficiency
all round.
Major Guy Lee, D.S.O., M.C. again started a field of 394 competitors
on their journey. Owing to an improvement in the starting arrange
ments, the field got away very well. L/Cpl. Trinkwon was soon away
to the front closely followed by Walton, I,/Cpl. Spence and Lewis.
Lewis is improving at every run and if he only sticks to it will do very
well. Cpl. Ilandscomb, Divers, Abbott, Drewitt and Frost were nil in
their usual places. L/Cpl. Trinkwon was able to maintain his lead and
ran in an easy winner. This was a great improvement on the previous
runs, more like the Trinkwon of old. A few practice runs will do a lot
of good. We hope to see Walton and L/Cpl. Spence improve with
training.
Quite a number of men should learn to run out more all round the
course. They should begin to know now just what they can do. Many
men either run in far too fresh or have a hard race just over the last few
hundred vards.
The first man home was L/Cpl. Trinkwon, "C." Time : 21 mins.
17 sees. ; 2nd, Pte. Walton, "H.Q.B." ; 3rd, L/Cpl. Spence, "C" ;
4th, Pte. Lewis, "C" : 5th, Pte. Divers, "H.Q.B." ; 6th, Pte. Abbott,
"H.Q.B." ; 7tli, Cpl. Handscomb, "C" ; 8th, Pte. Drewitt, "C" ;
9th, Pte. Frost, "C" ; 10th, Pte. Stevens, "A" : 11th, Pte. Poolev,
"H.Q.A." ; 12th, Pte. Wales, "H.Q.A."
Position of
Companies.
Points obtained.
Percentage.
Company.
1st
95
805%
"C" Coy.
2nd
82
70%
"H.Q.B."
3rd
65
55*5%
"A" Coy.
4th
56
50"9%
"B" Coy.
5th
50
45*8%
"H.Q.A."
6th
40
43%
"D" Coy.
345 men were timed in this seoriug for their Companies.
Positiou to date—72 28 :—
1st: "C" Cov., 6856%; 2nd: "H.Q.B.," 621%; 3rd: "A"
Coy., 5P5%; 4th: "B" Cov., 44"6% ; 5tli: "H.Q.A ," 43*93%;
6th : 406%.
The Battalion Team have been selected and will be training for the
InterUnit Command Race on 6tli March.

Sergeants' IVless.

During the last month we have been very quiet in
the Mess," but we are only waiting.
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I notice that our worthy editor apparently missed
some of my last notes from these columns, and certain
people have been placing the blame at the door of the
poor old " Gugnunc Expert." Please, Mr. Editor,
could you kindly publish them, and so relieve me ?
O n ' Sunday, the 29th January, 1928, we were
visited by some 60 odd members of the London Branch
of the Past and Present Association, but a fellow
correspondent is writing all about this.
We have only held one Whist Drive and Dance
since the last notes, and unfortunately, the result is
" Missing " ; at least, I cannot find it, so we will have
to let it go this time. We are having another one
tomorrow evening, but as these notes have to be
rendered by 12 noon tomorrow (14th inst.) the result
will not be published until a later date.
On Friday, 10th February, our wonderful annual
Billiard Tournament came to an end, the finalists being
C.S.M. Coaster (owe 150) and Sgt.Dmr. P. O'Dell
(owe 105). The game started off by the difference in
handicap being put up on the slate to O'Dell's credit,
i.e., 45, and then the game proceeded to 300 up.
It
was a real good dingdong struggle, neither player really
gaining a good advantage. But things will run their
course, and C.S.M. Coaster was " left " with only
three wanted for points, with a lead of 41 over his
opponent, who proceeded to make a break of 39, thus
bringing his points up to 295, and left his opponent on,
who proceeded to " points " the game resulting in
a win for Coaster by 5 points. Scores : C.S.M.
Coaster, 300 ; Sgt.Drm. O'Dell, 295. Thus ended our
tournament, and some of our lesser lights are now
looking forward to the next handicap, which will
commence at the latter end of this year, so that they
may have yet another chance of winning the elusive
cup. Only one member can win it at a time,
remember ! We now sincerely hope that Coaster will
keep up old traditions when lie is presented with the
cup. Our congratulations are given to the runner
up, Sgt.Dmr. O'Dell, also to Mr. Plainer, our Master
Tailor, who will be awarded the prize for the highest
break.
We heard something about " Rub it in his hair " at
our last meeting, and we are wondering if someone
coukl explain to us what that means.
I am afraid that as there is no more news, this will
be a very short paragraph in the good old Magazine,
but it cannot be helped.
Somewhere a voice is now calling, so I will now
quietly file away to my tea.
THE GUGNUNC EXPERT.

Corporals' IVless.
After Christmas, with all its accompanying festivities and vast scope
for Dragon notes, it is no easy matter to compose an account of the
Corporals' doings during the past month. The chief reason for this is
that the Corporals have done very little worthy of record.
The
Corporals' Room has been the scene of some Battalion Billiard
Matches, accounts of which will doubtless appear elsewhere.
Incidentally, the Battalion Billiard Team is composed entirely of
Corporals. Our own Billiard Handicap has just started and a certgji
amount of amusement has been provided by some members on seeing
their handicaps. By the way, it has been unofficially announced that
the E.I.'s arc to give 25 extra ! The writer will not hold himself
responsible for this statement, however. At any rate, we hope that
members will not delay playing off their matches so that those mem
bers on " draft " may have a chance of showing their skill before they
leave us. Several members of the Mess including Cpls. Stocken and
Ivey, are destined for India in March, so we take this opportunity of
wishing them all the best of luck in tiie future.
On 29th January, about eighty members of the London Branch
ot the Past and Present Association paid a visit to the Battalion. We
sincerely hope that they enjoyed themselves and will make this the first
of many visits in the future.
Cpl. Wilkins lias returned after a short visit to Africa and is said to
be leaving us again for India in March.
We welcome L/Cpl. Watts back again from the Depot and offer our
congratulations to Cpls. Thompson and Ivey on their promotion, and to
L/Cpls. Townsend, Donovan, Edwards and Hurley on their appoint
ments.
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"A" Company.
Well! Well! here we are once again with our usual
congenial conglomeration of " NonDamsense," " Don
Namsense "—sorry, we cannot get that just so, we
should say Dam Nonsense, which we hope, if any, it
will be excusable.
Anyway, to get " cracking " as the latest term is,
equivalent to get busy. We are at the termination of
our Weapon Training and all the lads are ready to
burst forth into Company Training. By the time the
March copy of The Dragon arrives, the company will
have finished the training. Of course we shall hear the
usual moans and groans, plus a choice selection of sweet
phrases in military vocabulary as some unfortunate
No. 1 Lewis Gunner accidentally catches his foot in
some spare rabbit hole. There is still yet another
pleasant thought which deprives our gentle hearts of
a Right's " BoPeep" ; that is the performing
of Elementary Night Marches.
Now to turn our thoughts to a brighter subject.
Sport has been taken up considerably this year and we
mean to get the jolly old Green Flag higher than before.
A series of crosscountry runs have been organised in
the Battalion to decide which Company will take part
in the Command InterCompany Run. At present
we are third in the Battalion. Of course these runs
haye their humorous points, like all other things:
(1) every individual with less than fifteen years' service
must run; that, of course, brings several strange
faces into view ; (2) the Battalion clock is brought on
parade so competitors can time themselves at the end
of each run. A bright suggestion was made that a few
runners should be issued with a calendar, so they could
tear or cross out the date each day they were on the
run.
The Battalion Novices' Boxing was held on the
6th February. The company had a good many entries,
but were not very successful. We congratulate Pte.
Taylor, who won the Feathers, and Pte. Vant, who
was runner up in Middles. Well done !
As the Radio states, we will start giving the general
news bulletin of the company.
We welcome to our helm Captain H. C. T. Stronge,
D.S.O., M.C., who took over command of company
on Saturday, 29th of January ; also a draft from the
Regimental Depot, who arrive on the first of the month.
The following were posted to the Company and we
wish them the best at the beginning of their soldiering
days with the Battalion : Ptes. Blythe, Buxton, Cook,
Fitzgibbon, Mitchell, Pettitt, Sculhon, Taylor, Brock
hurst, Byrne, Cornish, Lillywhite, Port, Smith,
Thompson and Morecroft. C.S.M. Love is leaving the
company to take a post with the Territorials on the
1st March. We wish him the best of success as he has
been the one who has pulled our company together
again. The last, hut in no ways least, item is the
general rage of Platoon Clubs. No. 1 boasts of a Match
Club in which members must always have and use his
own matches. No. 3 Platoon holds forth with
a Swearing Club, which allows no member to use
obscene language ; in case of a slip, the guilty one is
fined a penny. No. 4 Platoon compels its members
to carry a farthing—hence the name of " Farthing
Club " which holds sway in that Platoon.
Machine Gun Platoon.

I have been requested to act in the capacity of Scribe " to compile
a few notes regarding the activities of the above. Being quite a novice
at the game, I trust all Gunners will act kindly towards me when these
n°^Th? BUitoon cordially welcome back into the fold, Lieut. Turner,
who has recently rejoined us on the expiration of his tour of duty with
the " China Defence Force " in Hong Kong.
Captain Allen, Lieuts. Knocker, Cass and Bruce are away enjoy
ing the pleasure of a few days' leave prior to the training season

Eveiyone is looking forward to our new formation, vis.:
" Machine Gun Company," when we shall become our own little flock,
quite apart from "H.Q.,r Wing.
We are all kept fairly busy at present, preparing ourselves for the
A.M.G. Course which isagain practically allamended ; also ail revolver
men are busy for the same said purpose.
Sgt. Bromley has left us for Netheravon and we wish him good luck
during his course and hope he upholds the reputation by returning
.with a "D."
.
Pikeman Petley has left the Platoon for a month of strenuous
training under " The Decimal Point Department," prior to the 1st
Class Examination to be held at a later date.
s
We must congratulate Pte. G. Smith on winning his weight in the
recent Battalion Novices Boxing Compettion : also L/Cpl. Townsend
and Pte. Nolan who were less fortunate, but upheld the traditions of
" The Gunners" by putting up a good and plucky display.
We hope to have a larger entry from The Gunners in the next
tournament to help keep our flag flying.
We have shaped quite well in the Battalion CrossCountry Runs
that are held weekly, as we have quite a few crack runners who always
shine in the first ten men home, viz. : Sgt. Watson, Ptes. Walton,
Abbott, Nolan, Dodd and several others too numerous to mention..
With practice, I am certain " The Gunners " could hold their own
against the best, so we must work hard and pull together to prove this
is not" Boast."
SCRDMPER.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Has " Corporal Curtiss" been presented yet with his " Spurs "
and is he looking forward to another course in the R.A. Riding School ?
J.F.W..

The Band.

I am afraid this month resembles a donkey's gallop—short and
sweet. Things have been at a standstill during the past month, but we
hope to have some news of interest for our next month's notes.
As reported elsewhere, the London Branch of the Past and'
Present Association visited us last month and we were all pleased to see
some old familiar faces among them. In a few days' time we shall
be visiting them in London, as our Band will be taking part in the
" Ladies'Day" celebrations. Let us hope we all return safely 1!
By the time this is in print we shall have lost two of our old and
trusted members, in Cpl. Martin and Bdsmn. Shelton, who are going
to civilian life. 1 take this opportunity of wishing them all success in
their new venture and hope that, if they do get a few minutes to spare,
they will not forget our address. We can always find a few minutes to
answer their letters. Jolly good luck to them both.
FATHER CROCHETS.

The Drums.
Weil, we are very sorry at not having sent any Notes for such a long
time, but really it could not be helped as the Editor has been stinging
the earsof the rifle. I couldn't win any prizes this week so am showing
my temper and writing these Notes. We have just had our photo taken
and are forwarding a presentation copy to the 1st Battalion " Drums."
It is most likely they will have received it by the time these notes are
in print. We are having a strong overdose of CrossCountry Running
and don't shine very well at present.
"C" Company gained 8th place in the Command Company Team
Championship which was won by the North Staffords, our neighbours
(The D.C.L.l.'s) being second.
We are looking forward to seeing some of the old faces from the 1st;
in England for " The Course "—1922 Walahs.
We are on the lookout for new talent for the " Drums " as we are
doing our best to get a good Corps of Drums ready for the other
SergeantDrummer when Sgt.Dr. O'Dell and ("WE") go away in "29."
We had a good gathering" of old "Buffs " and presume they had a
rather boisterous time.
We are still going strong with the Footer, but not so strong as when
we started. We have been beaten twice, once by the " Norfolks "
and again by the " Cornwalls."
I think I shall have to disconnect as the battery is running dry.'
Cheerio till the next time.
Signed (NAVONOD), 1819 (A.O.F.B.)'

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Should potatoes with bad eyes wear spectacles ?
What is an Historical fit and do they ail from the proverbs
of London ? Ask Lon. !1
Who's the next Sgt.Drpmmer ?

Signal Seotion.
VE 1928 ! We must apologize for not bursting into print earlier
in the year, but our regular scribe is busy cramming for his first class
certificate of education. As a matter of tact, about halfadozen of the
" old sweats " in the section are doing the same thing, and are to be
seen about barracks with piles of books under their arms and looking
very learned 7 ! Good luck to them all and may they defeat the
examiners.
The Young Hands are still hard at it and are progressing well. We
have to congratulate L/Cpl. Edwards on his promotion to the " great
unpaid;" and take .this.opportunity of wishing him the best of luck in
the future.
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In spiteof the bad weather we have managed to fit in a few schemes
and also a weekiy ^ap Ride (on foot I); the elusive half dollar is stil
to be found and won !
Early this month we said goodbye to our old friends, the Fuller
phones, an Army Order having authorised their withdrawal to store.
I do not think anybody was sorry to see the last of them and I for one
hope they will never appear again.
Now for the chief events in the sporting world.
Ptes. Taylor, Johnson and Matfin entered for the Novices Boxing
on February 6th—unfortunately Taylor and Johnson were drawn
together, the latter winning a good fight; Matfin was beaten in his
first fight.
In the football world we have yet to find our true form 
we suffered defeat by The Drums (64) and the Signallers of the 2nd
Battalion D.C.L.I. (30), but soon hope to be able to record continuous
successes.
The weekly Battalion CrossCountry Runs are already producing
some talent in the section, and Felce, Burford and Wilson (who says
26 miles is his real distance !!) are usually well to the fore. Several
others show signs of making good runners and to them I would say
Keep fit, and peg away."
We were very pleased to hear that our photo reached Bareilly
safely and are now eagerly waiting for one of the 1st Battalion section
to add to our picture gallery.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who was the N.C.O. who said " Wallers—Wallers, Shun !" ?
HEARD ON PARADE.

N.C.O. (detailing first motion oj the Slope) : " You give the rifle a
slight cant up the right side, catching it with both hands, between the
Canteen and the Guard Room 1"
Is Sec. 78, Chapter II, I.I. Volume I, subject to alterations or fa it
for the use of the individuals concerned ?
What has gone wrong with our Tactitions ?
F.W.C.B.

"C" Company.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Is good English spoken in Newcastle ?
Who is the vamp ? Ask Freddy.
Are Nos. 1 and 2 rooms—"A" block—tuberculous wards ?

" ASWRITTEN."

Grooms and Transport Notes.

RLO. Grooms calling!
. Owing to our old contemptible LH.M. being returned to duty we
have.not been able to go to press.
QueeTs'lIotri^tables11 congratulate Tanner on being made i/c. of the
We offer our deepest sympathy with Pte. Lawrence on having to go
on the dole.
®
We also welcome to our fold, Sparkes and Jolly; we hope
thev
F
y
hve up to their names.
We are sorry to say our poor old transport are too hard at work to
let us know what they have to say, but better luck and news for them
next time.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
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Does Warburton prefer love to duty and what has he indented for ?

way^teK*°Ut a ^ * his

°r * * ** ^

fcZy

When will Cox leave off sweating ?
Who is the groom who keeps crying to go back to Oxford and is
?. >vh.at did Smudger say when he got caught
*lls ^?i.F,dler °r f
Saturday^
* "S OUf ComPaay mks » caught this
face ?
Kimber was his name until
Smuager hit him with a plate of kippers.
Why doesn't Percy (R.R.O.S.S.) take turns in duties? Is he a
Winger or spare man ?
is ne a
Is Percy in love and why does he hesitate when writing ?
Is it a relief for Cherry to lose his double set and Iongflced chums >

u d

»—»»»™«d

W.B.J.S.G.

. tu"?
Notes ! (Married life
fa the downffll of his career) I am asked to make an attempt to relate
.hfPP^1"^ of last month. Let us commence by havina
"ltt "

>*"

"tea,c=°°"»ve —»<=»»

Cpl. Chapman and L/Cpl. Watts have come to stay with us after a
fcStoacushy
" Bvth*"' *** * apP<arS they have quickIy sett,ed
By the time these notes are published I regret to antin.^ that the
th?L B°yu
wiU beeujoying theh trip over ?hepavneyto
India, some of them being excellent sportsmen.
M'B E"'the best of
at Hythe?° ^
during his stay
Our fixture with "C" Company on February 1st was a arenf
and personally, I think both sides were equally balanced ; consequently
a town game was obvious, our two wingmen and the pivot each scoring
th«

yS

During the past month the Company has seen a number of changes
and, from all accounts, fa likely to see several more in the near future;
We have said goodbye to C.S.M. Tong who has been posted to "H.Q."
Wing, although he has actually been away from us for two or three
months now. His transfer marks the end of a long connection with the
Company, as W.O., N.C.O. and Man. It fa needless to say. how very
sorry we all are to lose him at last; our loss is the " Wing's " gain,
however, and so the World goes round
Sgt. Jones, who has taken his
place, fa now on his Vocational Course and he, in his turn, lias been
succeeded by C.Q.M.S1 Ongley, D.C.M.,from "D" Company, to whom
we all offer a hearty welcome. Let us hope that his stay with us will
be a long one. Already he has taken a more than fatherly interest
in the Company Running. Team which is expected to perform wonders
in the future under his careful nursing.
March 1st fa at the moment a day eagerly awaited by a number of
people, for it has been coupled with many rumours of changes to c"me
What effect, if any, this rumoured change will have on us cannot at
present be estimated, but we expect to have another addition to the
Company in Lieut. P. T. G. LyndenBell. When he comes, he will be
sure of a very hearty welcome. Rhodes, Mr. LyndenBell's servant
will certainly be a great asset to the Football team.
A portion of the last draft from the Depot has oeen posted to us.
We welcome them, one and all, and hope that their time with us will
be a happy one.
The Company did not shine very much in the Boxing line as only
one man from the Company succeeded in reaching the semifinals—Pte.
Catlin ; congratulations to him on getting so far.
The Football team has been going as strong as ever, though they
have been unfortunate in striking particularly bad and muddy days for
their matches. Up to the present they have not lost a match, but have
a tie with "B" Company to play off again. The team has been lucky
in getting Pte. Hanson from "H.Q." Wing to strengthen the halfback
line.
Last, but not least, of the sports, comes Running. There fa no need
for any detailed account of the Company's Running team to be inserted
here as it will be described by a far abler pen elsewhere under the head
ing of " Battalion Running Notes." In other words, in a series of
CrossCountry runs, we have asserted our superiority over the other
Companies in this sport and have been selected to represent the
Battalion in the Army Cup for which the team are now train
ing. Congratulations to them all and the best of luck on the day.
As this will be the last Dragon to be read by some of our number
on English soil for some while, the opportunity is taken of wishing
them alll the best of luck in the 1st Battalion to which they are going.
We shall look out for news of them in future copies of The Dragon.
The Corporals of the Company will have seen a letter in the
Corporals' Room from Lieut. A. A. J. N. FearnsideSpeed, of "C"
Company, and now with the Nigeria Regiment in West Africa. It fa
good to hear that all fa well with him.
When Major G. F. Hamilton, once our Company Commander, saiic
for India in March, his place as Adjutant will be taken by Lieut. E.
FosterHall, also of "C" Company, who joins the Battalion from the
Staff College. We all wish Major Hamilton the best of luck in the 1st
Battalion and regret his departure very much. It fa, however, pleasing
to think that a member of the same Company has been selected to fill
the vacancy. We extend a hearty welcome to Mr. FosterHall on his
return to the Battalion and wish him the best of luck in his new post.

"D" Company.

"B" Company.
°U/ ,?°^Pondent. has ,ost 311 idea of

.™e nf.w Draft fr°m
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Nursery appear to have settled down verv
will enjoy their

MUSkCtry and 1 h°Pe they

News disseminates much quicker by daily gossip, consequently I
q
y
find it useless to carry on, so Cheerio until next Edition.
F.w.a n

Another week and THEN
we shall still be working, but in
another company. Everyone fa wondering how. they will get on in
their new company when "old Don." gets broken up. We are wonder
ing if " Daylight" will still retain the honour of " Yale Blue's " cham
pionship.
We are shortly going to lose the one and only " Gunner Ivey "
and also a good number of our lads who are proceeding to TnHia to join
the 1st Battalion. We wish them all the very best of luck in the future
and we hope they have a " Bon "voyage.
The Hon. Jimmy (Sgt. Larkin) is also going with the Lads. This is
his third time so weguess he knows how to put his puggoree on. There's
a tip for you, lads ; don't all rush. Don't pay for too much sozzle:
he is a T.T.
Owing to the Company Correspondent being on furlough last
month, no notes were sent in, so we must hope that the N.C.O.'s and
Men who left for India on January 6th, 1928, had a " Good Voyage "
and are keeping up the traditions of the old Company.
Owing to bad weather the company has been unable to carry out
anything in the way of sport, but we are all hoping to do something
before the end of the month.
We have had one or two of a Pack who entered for the Novices
Boxing Competition and Pte. Steele won the middle weight com
petition and received a very nice medal. Well done, Sidney !
L/Cpl. A. Barr went to London to fight in the Army Champion
ships and after winning his first fight he lost to Pte. Mills of The Duke
of Wellington's Regiment after a very hard fight.
Better luck,
next time. Alec.
'

THE DRAGON

Beneath Bell Harry.

No. 15 Platoon.

THE REASON.
I met an man the other day,
Who looked at me, and said :—
" How is it that at work and play,
You're always far ahead.
Of all the other men I know ?
Now can you tell me why 'tis so ? "
I answered proudly :—" I'm a Buff
And do my best to earn the name.
On Parade or off, when tilings seem tough
To do so is my aim.
And if you look around you'll see
There's lots of others just like me."

J.W.

THE LAST ADVENTURE OF 15 PLATOON.
Friends, Buffs and Buffetts, lend me your ears, or rather in this
instance " your eyes."
The Old Company is to be nonexistent from February 28th. We
all hope the Gunners will do as well as " Fourth Company " as "D" has
done in the past. Our traditions as best Athletic Company from B.C.
will be handed over and no doubt treasured by our friends.
The Platoon offer its heartiest good wishes and congratulations to
Brevet Licut.Coloucl Scarlett, D.S.O., on his promotion. Good Luck,
Several of our best men sail for India next month to join the 1st.
Battalion. Our good wishes for a happy life will go with them, if only in
m e m o r y o f O x f o r d .
.
.
.
,
With the Editor's kind permission, No. 15 Platoons photograph
will appear with these notes. Our record is something of which to be
proud, not only as winners of the Athletic and Major Scarlett Shields,
but as a Platoon of triers. Every man has done his utmost and what
more can mere mortals do ?
The scoring of points towards Shields are as follows
Winner : 3 points ; Second : 2 points ; Third : I point.
The results up to date are :—
Athletic Sports, 3 points ; Cricket, I : Hockey, I ; Shooting, 3 ;
Cross Country Running, 3 : Swimming, 1 ; Boxing, 3 :
Football, Rugby and Bavonct Fencing have not been completed.
To our Platoon Sergeant, Sgt. Amos, goes the credit of encourage
ment, given at a sacrifice of comfort. When a jolly fine cake is made
by Mrs. Amos and distributed amongst the Boxing Team nothing
bill wins mav be expected.
C.Q.M.S. Ongley lias taken over the duties of C.S.M. of
C
Company and gives every encouragement to Cross Country Running
as he did when in No. 15 Platoon.
Wc are all wondering which Company we are going to soldier in.
It will he hard to say goodbye to "D," but we all hope to give our
best to our respective Companies.
L/Cpls. Goatlcv and Mullinger have had a " Muscle Busting
Course of short duration, ten days only, Hand springs and back flips
are to be seen nightly in the Barrack room and the lads are getting fit
for Collective training.
,
Writers' cramp is now attacking the unusual Scribe s hand, so we
bid farewell with always a good memory of No. 15 Platoon and
Sportsmanship.
'
^

SMILER.

How to get "The Dragon."
pOR those Tvis/ting to receive the paper direct through the
post each mouth, the rales of subscription are
/ year 8/, 6 months ///, f months 2I.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buff's,
Canterbury.

Tjl V E R Y T H I N G
Jjj comes to him who
waits, so they say, but
I have already waited
well over halfanhour
with paper and pencil
before me, for an
inspiration with which
to open the Depot
Editorial. You know
the kind of thing
I want—a few well
chosen
generalisms,
before I descend to the
hard facts. I cannot
even sleep like last
month's 2nd Battalion Subeditor—a highly
enterprising and most successful way for
finding inspiration—for worry keeps me awake.
No, I definitely disapprove of that saying.
Why, only yesterday I was waiting for—well,
perhaps that is irrelevant, but anyhow,
I consider the saying a fallacy. But stay,
wait, and likewise hold on a minute, for surely
all this meaningless jumble or words and
sentences will serve as my ' generalisms.'
So now for the hard facts.
On February 8th, MajorGeneral Sir Arthur
EyndenBell, K.C.M.G., K.C.B., very kindly
brought down Messrs. N. R. Reeves, J. R.
Connolly and B. H. Craig, who have lately
been gazetted to the Regiment. The occasion
was a ceremonial parade at which Sir Arthur
presented Sgt. Adams with the Long Service
and Good Conduct Medal.
After lunch in the Mess, the three new
officers were shewn round the Depot. We
feel sure that they appreciated this like we at
the Depot did, and Sir Arthur's scheme for
every officer to visit the Depot before he joins
his Battalion is an admirable one in every
respect, for, previously, an officer on joining
had often 110 chance of seeing the Depot of his
Regiment for some time.
The following day Sir Arthur again paid
us a visit in order to open a drill hall at
Littlebourne for that detachment of the 4th
Battalion. The officers and many officers
from the Depot were there in full force aud
enjoyed an excellent concert after the
ceremony.
Last month it was hoped rather than
foreseen, that we would retain the Haidy
Cup—presented for an annual boxing match
with the Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Regiment. Our hopes have been realised.
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Tlie fighting took place at Maidstone on
the 27th and after good, clean fights
we
merged victorious by three fights
to two.
Then Major Jackson and Major Whittv, the
C.O. of the R.W.K. Depot, who . presented
cups to the winners, helped to cement still
further the friendship existing between the
two Regiments by excellent speeches.
We now have great expectations from
rather an inexperienced team, who are fighting
again at Maidstone, on the 22nd in the
preliminary round for the Eastern Command
Cup for Depots. They have every chance of
getting through, like the team against the
R.W.K.'s ; the best of luck to them.
Football fixtures
have been regularly
adhered to with the results below, but only
two hockey matches have, against the R.A.
at Shorncliffe and the 1st Battalion The
Queen's Royal Regiment at Dover. We were
beaten at Shorncliffe 2—1 after a very good
match, but the Queen's rather overwhelmed
us, the score being 5—0.
Capt. Wood and Ifieuts. Crozier and Airy
have been out regularly with the East Kent,
one of the best days being when hounds met
at the Halfway House on the Dover Road.
The 10th Royal Hussars have been very kind,
leaving their horses behind them, as the
squadron which was at Canterbury have gone
to join the remainder of their Regiment at
Hounslow, the Depot of the Guards having
moved temporarily from Caterham and taken
over the cavalry barracks.
In fact the arrival of the Guards, played
in by the Depot Band, was really the excite
ment of the month for Canterbury.
E.A.A.
Sergeants' Mess.

We tender our grateful thanks to Brig.General
A. E. Ommanney, C.B., for the gift of a splendid album
containing many interesting photos taken during the
time the 1st Battalion was in India between about
1890 and 1904.
Congratulations to Sgt.Instr. and Mrs. Fletcher on
the birth of a daughter {Elizabeth Mary) at
Wentworth, Yorks., on 16th January.
We also have to congratulate E/Sgt. Page on
qualifying Q. 1 at his Hythe Course.
At the Whist Drive on 17th January the following
were the prizewinners :—
Ladies: 1st
Mrs. Someriield.
2nd
...
...
Mrs. Dance,
last
Miss Petts.
Gents. : 1st
Sgt.Cook Rowe.
2nd
Mrs. Petts.
,,
last 1 ...
...
Sgt.IM. Watson.
On 19th January the Corporals entertained us to
a very merry evening on the occasion of a
Farewell Smoker to Cpl. Chapman and L/Cpl. Watts.
The Jazz Band was much admired and can apparently
give a very good account of themselves whenever the
opportunity occurs.
. We have to welcome the members of the Guards'
Depot Sergeants' Mess to Canterbury and were
very glad to be of some assistance to them until they
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had got properly settled in their own Mess, during
which period our anteroom was naturally a busy
place indeed. The coming of the Guards' Depot to
Canterbury will no doubt do a lot to make the barracks
in general a more cheerful spot than it has been since
the abolition of the Cavalry Depot.
On 21st January the whole Depot was on parade
to witness the Commanding Officer present C.S.M.
Howard, M.M., Sgt.Cook Rowe and Sgt.I.M. Watson
with their I,.S. and G.C. Medals, and we trust the
recruits will long remember the speech of Major
J. V. R. Jackson.
Sgt. Adams was presented with his L.S. and G.C.
Medal on 8tli February by MajorGeneral Sir Arthur
LyndenBcll, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., who had brought
three recently commissioned officers to visit the Depot.
All the members of the Mess proceeded to the
Queen's Own Depot, Maidstone, on 27tli January, in
connection with the boxing tournament, in which our
team put up such a fine show and won the Hardy Cup.
We thank the members of the Queen's Own Depot
Sergeants' Mess for the very hospitable way in which
they received us and for the excellent supper provided.
In the absence of the husbands at the boxing, the
Mess was handed over for the evening to the Ladies
Branch of the Cork Club for the purpose of holding
their first Regular Meeting. We are glad to note that
they had a full attendance and had. by the hour of our
return, apparently been taking full advantage of the
occasion.
On 9th February all the members of the Mess were
invited to attend the opening of the new Drill Hall at
Littlebourue by MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell,
K.C.B., K.C.M.G., who was also supported by a large
number of our distinguished officers and prominent
local employers.
We had a. most enjoyable evening and gratefully
thank the Detachment for enabling us to witness such
an important ceremony, and we also wish them the
best of luck in their energetic endeavours to maintain
the high reputation already enjoyed by the 4th
Battalion The Buffs, T.F.
Corporals' Mess.
The past month lias been very quiet. The most notable incident
was our Smoker to our departing members—Cpl. Chapman and bancc
Corporal Watts. We had a very good evening and everyone seemed to
have enjoyed it.
R.S.M" Potter presided and helped the evening to go with a swing.
Members of the Sergeants' Mess brought with them their music and
gave some excellent turns. The Programme was too long to take note
of in detail, but the chief items were C.S.M. Howard with his bagpipes,
Sgts. Smith and Marsh witli songs. Boy Allen banged his drum. Cpl.
Chapman and " Toby " both gave speeches (Toby having to get up on
the table to be seen).
On the 13th February we are giving a welcome to the Corporals
of the Guards' Depot and a full report will be given in next month's
notes.
We have decided to discontinue the Whist Drives as the attendance
has gone off. The counterattractions in the town are too many to
compete with.
A good number of the Corporals went to Littlebourue on the 9th
inst. as guests of the 4th Battalion Detachment there. General Sir
Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., opened the new Drill Hall.
We had a very happy evening, the 4lh Battalion doing us well.
We should like to know who tried to scrape his egg shell with safety
razor minus the blade ?
B.A.

Trained Men's Notes.
Since our last issue quite a change has taken place here, the Guards
having relieved the 10th Hussars, but we all hope to have as good a
time in sport, etc., as we did with the Cavalry.
We are all sorry to hear that our Commanding Officer, Major
J. V. R. Jackson is"leaving us and we all wish him the best of luck
wherever he may be.
" We welcome " Ginger" Lewis from the 2nd Battalion who
has come down here to relieve L/Cpl. Watts in the Orderly Room.
We played the 10th Hussars a final game of football before they
went away and we gave them a final parting with a 20 defeat. Ash ton
and Pudden being our scorers.
On the 2nd of February we held a Smoker in Barracks and a good
turnout it was, and it was just our bad lack that the beer ran out
halfanhour before it was due to do so. However, everyone enjoyed
themselves who were there and we should have liked to have seen our
patron, the R.S.M., present.
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4th Battalion.

The following was the order of the songs, etc.:—
...
...
"Souvenirs"
...
PTE. MAYNARD.
2. " Fix and Unfix "—with Drum Sticks, Pokers, Knives, Bayonets,
Brooms, Billiard Cues.

1. SONG

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
SI
9.
10.
11.

12

CPL. ALLEN..
STEP DANCE ... " Twinkling Feet" ...
PTE. RADDEN.
SONG
"The Blind Irish Girl"
JOCKER.
SGT. SMITH, SGT. NORWOOD, CPLS. ALLEN, RICHARDS, L/CPL.S
GOOD & KENNEDY in " Beating off Retreat"
SONG
"CockRobin"
...
... SGT. SMITH.
PARODY ... " It ain't gonna rain no more " PTE. BOTTOMLEY.
SONG
... " Perhaps you'll think of me"
L/CPL. PITCH & PTE. EPPS.
SONG
" Flanagan's Band"
C.S.M. HOWARD.
SONG
" Because I love you " ...
PTE. MAYNARD.
No BEER !

FINAL ...
... " God save the King" SONG BY EVERYBODY.
BOTTLES.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is it true that we are going , to have a picture of the Depot Menu
Board with " Sticks " on one side representing " Before Enlistment"
and " Nancy " on the other side as " After Enlistment" ? Ask Cohen.
Has Cassa still got " Heart failure "'? And was he serious ?
Who put the darts in water to get soft ? Was it Cassa ?
Are boxers allowed to hit their own knees before striking an
opponent? Ask Ginger.
. . . . . . .
What is the attraction at the Wet Canteen ? Would it be the
Dart Board ?
.
And could Cassa, Bottles, and the Morbid Bill tell us ?
Does salt make " bergoo " sweet ? or is it a new kind of sweeten
ing ?

Football.
The following games have been played since the
last notes were submitted :
Jan. 21. v. Chartham Hospital (Friendly) Won 3—1
26. v. Banks F.C. (Friendly)
... Won 6—1
28. v. Chislet Colliery (League)
... Lost 7—2
Feb. 4. v. Herne United (League)
... Won 4—3
11, v, Ramsgate, St. Luke's (League) Lost 4—0
18. i>. Church St. Sports Club (League) Won 6—1
On the whole, the Depot side has played well. The
inability to get goals after good midfield work is the
only factor that is keeping us low in the League table.
The side certainly play as good a game as any other
team in the League and but for the poor shooting,
would have been " topnotchers " in the table.
We were able to reverse the result in our
second match with Chartham Hospital, a fact largely
due to the " pushing " of Sgt. Smith.
The match on January 28th against Chislet Colliery
was played under the most deplorable conditions.
Their ground was an inundated morass, in some places
the water being six inches deep. L/Cpl. Good, will,
positively, remember this game, as will Pte. Stuart.
Perhaps they will remember to take a " change"
with them in the future.
H.B.S.
Boxing.
HARDY CUP.
DEPOT THE BUFFS V. DEPOT THE QUEEN'S OWN.

Won by The Buffs on 27th January, 1928, at
Maidstone.
BANTAMS.
Pte. Buxton, Buffs v. Pte. Pratt, Q.O.
Won by Buxton on points.
FEATHERS

Pte. Gallagher, Buffs v. Pte. Ackerman, Q.O.
Won by Ackerman on points.
LIGHTS.
Pte. Taylor, Buffs v. Pte. Whelan, Q.O.
Won by Whelan on points.
INTERMEDIATE.
Pte. New, Buffs v. Pte. Rice, Q.O.
New knocked his man out in the second round.
WELTERS.

Pte. Blythe, Buffs v. Pte. Adams, Q.O.
Blythe won on points.

ANY notable events have
taken place .during this
M
last month. We are sorry to

see our C.O., Col. Burns, wearing
a black sling. He has been
suffering from a severe attack of
neuritis, but we hope that it will
soon be better.
The Battalion has received
highly congratulatory messages
from the Divisional and Brigade
Commanders on the result of the
musketry for 1927. We hope to
improve on even last year's
standard in 1928.
On January 19th the farewell
dinner to Capt. Keeler and Capt.
HammondDavies took place at
the Fountain Hotel at Canter 
bury and was a . great success.
Nearly all the serving officers attended, and also we
were delighted to see the officers from the Depot there,
and several past officers of the 4th Battalion, including
Col. Mainwaring Dunstan. The arrangements for the
dinner were excellent and farewell speeches .were made.
We hope both our guests realize how greatly their loss
will be felt and that they will get the measure of all the
good wishes in their future lives, which was expressed.
We must all congratulate " Our Daddy " (Keeler)
on his well deserved promotion to field rank.
Sandwich Platoon held its annual dinner on
February 8th. Capt. Witts did the honours ill Mr.
James' regrettable absence. After an excellent dinner,
and one of Capt. Witts' breezy speeches, there was
a sing song and everybody thoroughly enjoyed
themselves.
Capt. Witts had an excellent muster last Sunday,
the 5th, for the memorial service to Earl Haig
at Ramsgate. He had nearly eighty men of his
Company on parade.
The new Drill Hall at Littlebourne was opened ,by
General Sir Arthur LyndenBell on the 9th February.
Every seat was packed in the new Hall, and. Lt. Poile,
the Detachment Commander, is to be congratulated
on the excellent arrangementsfor the evening. I am
not including a detailed account in my notes as I know
the Company will publish a full account. We wish the
Littlebovirne detachment continued success after such
a splendid christening. Before leaving this subject
I would like to say how much we appreciate General
LyndenBell's great interest and efforts on behalf of
this Battalion and also to thank the Depot Staff for
their continued interest in all our doings.
The Mr. George Gush whom I mentioned , in my
last Dragon notes now finds he will be unable to take.
a commission. We hope to soon get two more new
officers from the Weald Area, which will complete our
establishment of officers.
Once more thanks to the kindness of the Officer
Commanding the Depot another course for our N.C.O.'s
has started. The benefit which is derived from, these
courses can never be overestimated.
.

&

Littlebourne New Drill Hall.
There was a large gathering at the new Territorial Drill Hall erected,
at Littlebourne, on Thursday evening, when the building was; formally
opened by MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G.,
Others present included Brig.Genl. R. McDouall, C.B.,'C.M.G., C.B.E.,
D S O., Cdlonel Baines, Colonel Kent, Colonel A. WoodMartyn, O.B.E.,
DB.O. (Secretary of the Kent Territorial Association), Lieut.Col. E. B.
Burns (Commanding 4th Buffs, (T.), Major B. S. Collard, Major p. J.
Dean V.C., Major and Quartermaster F.'H. Keller, Captain and
Adjutant J. R. Willows, Captain G. Howe, Captain C. J. Wood, M;C.,
Captain Byron Kelsey, Captain E. W. Baker, Mr. Herbert Mount,
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Mr. Buss, Lieutenant R. S. Poile (Commanding Littlebourne Detach
ment—No. 6 Platoon—4th Battalion Buffs (T.,) Lieut. Penlington,
Lieutenant Crazier,and C.S.M. Jones, R.S.M. Potter, R.S.M. Veriander,
C.S.M. Howard, C.S.M. Follett, etc.
The proceedings began with the honouring of the loyal toast,
followed by the opening speech of Sir Arthur LyndenBell, who was
greeted with rounds of applause.
In welcoming Sir Arthur, Lieut. Poile, who presided, said their chief
guest had always evinced keen interest in the Littlebourne Detachment
since its formation; he it was, in fact, who played the chief part in
obtaining sanction for the new hall to be built. They were more than
honoured to have Sir Arthur with them that evening. (Applause).

LADIES BRING SUCCESS.

Sir Arthur said he came there that evening first of all as a
representative of the Territorial Association, to wish them the best of
luck at Littlebourne, and' secondly, he came there as a Buff.
(Applause). It was a remarkable thing that wherever there was a
regimental function, all Buffs were drawn towards it as if there were
some magnetic attraction. Sir Arthur went on to pay a deserving
tribute to the Littlebourne Detachment which had always maintained
a keenness the Territorial Association appreciated; and thus it was
when he came to the village a few years ago, he was determined to see
that Littlebourne had a new drill hall.
The Territorial Association agreed to the erection of a new building
and the result was that new drill hall, which the Littlebourne
Territorials had won for themselves by keeping up a detachment
of 50 men, all through the troublous times of the Territorial movement.
(Applause). He would therefore congratulate them on having so won
the hall for themselves.

THE DETACHMENT " UP TO SCRATCH."

Lieutenant Poile, after extending a cordial welcome to the large
company, referred in praiseworthy terms to the rapid erection of the
new hall, which was begun in November last and finished less than three
months afterwards. It spoke well for the work of the local builders
and bricklayers. The Chairman also referred with gratitude to the
generosity of subscribers, which had made possible the fine array of
prizes to be awarded that evening. He was pleased to be able to state
that the platoon numbered about 51 and there was still room for many
more of the right sort. He urged the present members to attend the
drills regularly, in preparation for the annual camp, that year to be
spent at Arundel, from June 3rd to 17th. In conclusion, he wanted
to express thanks to C.S.M. Jones for the work he had done on behalf
of the platooa during the past year. (Applause). He was their
Territorial " father"—(hear, hear)—and the platoon had found him,
above everything, goodtempered and full of boundless energy.
Lieut. Poile then called upon Sir Arthur LyndenBell to present
the prizes won during the year.

THE SPIRIT OF BROTHERHOOD.

Subsequently, Lieut.Col. Burns made a brief speech in which he
referred with gratification to the spirit of brotherhood prevailing
between the territorial battalions and the regulars of the regiment.
It was a liason which contributed so much towards the success of a
territorial battalion such as they had at Littlebourne.

"A" Company (Thanet).
At the Earl Haig Memorial Service held at St. George's Church,
Ramsgate, on Sunday, 5th February, some eighty NonCommissioned
Officers and Men of "A" Company, 4th Battn. were present, and were
drawn from Ramsgate, Sandwich and Margate. The Bugle Band,
under ActingSgt. Collins, numbered some twenty strong and the
sounding of the Last Post and Reveille in the Church left nothing to be
desired. The Firing Party numbered sixty rifles and the Thanet
Advertiser states: " the occasion was notable inasmuch as, for the
first time in centuryold history of St. George's Church, troops bearing
firearms and carrying ammunition formed part of its. congregation.
The armed men were the Buffs who were to furnish the Firing Party to
discharge three volleys at the Cross of Sacrifice after the National
Anthem had been sung. They had silently left the Church as the
" Supreme Sacrifice was being feelingly expressed and those inside
could hear the clear, crisp word of command of Capt. Witts, followed
by the rattle of the rifles. From the gallery of the church the Drums
of The Buffs rolled out a threefold dirge and the Buglers sounded the
Last Post and Reveille."
The Manager of the Ramsgate Picture House very kindly filmed the
Buffs both in procession and firing outside the church.
.ActingSergeant Collins, who is one of the best Buglers in our
Battalion, was at one time on permanent duty at Colaba Cemetery,
Bombay sounding the Last Post at many funerals there. He has,
sad to relate, resumed his old occupation, having had many calls this
year to sound at the funerals of ExService Men.
Our new Subaltern, 2/Lieut. H. Rose, is most active and is a real
live Platoon Commander and postcards us before the Skipper gets a
chance.
Sandwich, Ramsgate, Margate and Herne Bay Detachments are
concentrating at Ramsgate on Sunday, the 26th of February, for
Company Drill at 10.30a.m. and the Ladies of the Company, under Mrs.
Witts, have been ordered to mobilize and arrange a lunch at the Drill
Hall for one hundred, and as we do not possess any crockery, knives,
forks or spoonsthe ladies havetheir work cut outand will be performing
" cat burglaries" on our behalf in the near future.
" CAMEL,"

Platoon Editor.
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THINGS WE WANT. TO KNOW.

When are our two LanceSergeants going to lookafter their Sections
at Ramsgate or give up their rank to N.C.O.'s who are keen ?
When Margate Platoon will parade at full strength ? They number
41 on paper and can only muster 18 on a Sunday Parade, while Rams
gate parade within a few of full strength. (If they don't the Skipper
calls m his car early next day to know if a firing party is required and
Lieut.Rose comes a few minutes later and you get a postcard at mid
day). Come on Margate Platoon Headquarters.

SANDWICH PLATOON.
The Annual Dinner of the Sandwich Platoon took place cm Wednes
day evening, 8th February, at the Ship Hotel. Among those present
were:—Major B. S. Collard, Capt. D. Willows, Capt. C. S. F. Witts
T.D., (who in the absence of Lieut. The Hon. Walter James owing to
recent bereavement took the chair), Lieut. H. D. Rose, Sgt.Maior
P. Johnson and Sgt.Instr. T. Buxton.
.
The excellent feast having had full justice done to it, the toart of
the King was proposed and duly honoured.. Capt. Witts then referred
to the excellent way Sandwich Platoon, under Lieut. The Hon. Walter
James, had worked during the past year (good Old Sandwich) and
hoped we would go full strength to Arundel. (Cheers). Sgt. Elvery
then led them in community singing. Songs were also rendered br
Cpl. Field, L/Cpl. Dunster, Ptes. Hopper, Knight and Willie^ alar, JJJ^
Buxton and Mrs. Elvery. Cpl. Field also gavd a cornet solo which
brought to a close one of the most successful evenings of the Sandwich
Platoon. Three cheers were given for the valuable assistance of Mrs
Buxton, Mrs. Elvery and Mrs. Rowley.
The Platoon is suffering from an epidemic of marriages, the third
N.C.O. having recently married since Christmas.
,

R. ROWLEY,

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Platoon Editor.

When is Sandwich going to have their next Dance ? Come on
Sgt. Elvery.
'
Is it true that another N.C.O. is getting married ?' (Two to one on
the FIELD).
If it is true Pte. Bar ham was unable to get his belt on after four
helpings of pork.at Sandwich Dinner ?
Is the Skipper putting up a Monument to the Sandwich Buff who
could not unfix bayonets on last Sunday's Parade ?
R.R.

"B" Company.
The Busy Bee, being too busy with other work last month was
unable to scratch a few notes of interest to readers of The Draeon for
which he apologizes.
.
All ranks of the Company congratulate Capt. and Adit. T. R and
Mrs. Willows on the birth of a daughter.
The Company congratulate the following N.C.O.'s on their
promotion:—L/Sgt. N. Croucher, Whitstable Detachment, promoted
Full Sergeant; Cpl. N. Farrell L/Sgt. and L/Cpl. A. Burnett Full
Corporal, both of the latter at Sittingbourne Company Headquarters
No doubt a great change in No. 7 Platoon will now take place and it is
said No. 8 Platoon will have to pull up their socks if they wish to be the
winners of the Platoon Cup this year. A great struggle is going on
now, at Sittingbourne, to decide who will be the winner of the Drill
Attendance Cup this year.
All our Detachments have been visited recently during the Drill
Hour in the evenings, by our Adjutant and I am pleased to be able to
report that she is quite satisfied with the work and training he has seen
carried out. I would mention in connection with these visits the great
effect they have had on the Detachment, the Adjutant having a «mii.
for and a cheerful word to say to every man.
Two parades have recently been held by the Sittingbourne Detach
ment, one on Sundayat theHoly Trinity Church, fora Memorial Service
to Earl Haig. Our Buglers, under A/Sgt. C. Wood, sounded the Last
Post and Reveille. The other parade was in connection with the death
of Pte. Hancock, late of l/4th and l/5th Buffs. Pte. Hancock had been
in hospitalsince the Great War, and by kind permission of our Company
Commander, the Detachment formed a firing party at his funeral the
Buglers sounduig the Last Post and Reveille.
'
Whitstable? Detachment is holding its Annual Prize Distribution
on the 7th instant when it is hoped that as many as possible of all ranks
of the Detachments will meet once again. We are hoping that it will
beat last year's: record and that some good young men of Whitstable
will join our local Detachment and beat our other "foetachments.
Two monthly Spoon Shoots have been fired at Sittingbourneand we
congratulate the following winners of the Silver Spoon:—Sgt. R. J
Clancy for January ; Sgt. R. J. Clancy for February; Pte. J. Frost
winner of Wooden Spoon for January; Pte. J. Frost, winner of
Wooden Spoon for February.
"A" and "B" Companies are holding an Easter Camp at Birchington
from the 6th March, 1928 to 9th March, 1928, and it is hoped that all
ranks will endeavour to attend. Our Regimental Quart'^master
and the Regimental QuartermasterSergeant will leave no stone un
turned to provide us all with plenty of good food and blankets. It
is hoped to havea jolly happy camp and do some useful training.
Sittingbourne is now once again holding each Friday evening,
their Practice Whist Drivesand Dances and they are a greatsuccess*?"
THE BUSY BBB.
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The Company has now settled down to steady work before Camp
and the more work we do the more difficult it becomes to find interest
ing news for The Dragon.
" Bounty Nights" and similar occasions provide a wealth of
" copy," but the daily round and common task of training is far more
ably described in the pages of InfantryTraining and companion volumes
than by any effort of ours.
'
The first Company Concentration of the year was held at Cranbrook,
on January 25th. These monthly parades are of great value and help
to keep the Company together.
The new Miniature Range at Horsmonden was " opened" by Mr.
Barton and the Skipper on January 30th, but the official scores have
been discreetly mislaid. We look forward to a great improvement in
the shooting of No. 11 Platoon now the Range is available.
All Ranks join in congratulating Major Keeler on his wellearned
promotion.
We also offer our congratulations to the Adjutant and Mrs. Willows
on the birth of their daughter.
We suggest that the Spot rifles that we recently had the privilege of
playing with might be presented to the new. nursery at an early date.
Issued separately, they would provide amusement for many days with
their pretty little fights.
Sgt. Dennis has been entertaining the district with another of his
excellent Dances at Cranbrook. The one on February 8th was a great
success..
,
We hope soon to be able to welcome a new officer to the Company.
Mr. K. S. Machin of Brenchley has applied for a commission in the
Battalion.
A.E.L.H.

1st Cadet Company The Buffs.

N February 14th the Corps celebrated its tenth
birthday and held its annual gathering at the
O
Guildhall, Sandwich', by kind permission of Mr. H.

Wyborn (Mayor of Sandwich) when about sixty
participated in the excellent fare provided. Amongst
those present were the Company O.C. (Captain W. C.
Collins) Captain and Adjutnat J. R. Willows, the
Mayor, Captain C. S. F. Witts, T.D., Lt.Col. H. Norris,
Major W. M. K. Marshall, Captain R. M. Bourne, Lt.
A. W. Twyman, Rev. C. H. Hutt, ExR.Q.M.S. C. J.
Mullett, ExSgt. W. H. M. Twyman, Sgt.Major
Townshend, R.A., Cpl. C. Field, L/Cpl. R. Rowley and
several exCadets. At the conclusion of the repast,
the O.C. delivered kind messages to the Cadets from
Brig.General W. Tylden, at whose request the
Company had been formed in 1918, and Lt.Col. E. B.
Burns. Major B. S. Collard was prevented from
coming by illness and ExSgt. Instructor A. F. Bennett
by a family bereavement. He then gave a brief
history of the doings of the Company and paid tribute
to those who had interested themselves in it since its
formation. Captain Willows, who was warmly
received, captivated all by his speech and handed to
L/Cpl. J. F. Kemp the Cup presented by the Officers of
the 4th Battalion, The Buffs, to be held by the most
efficient Cadet of the year. An excellent concert
followed, community singing, as usual, taking a
prominent place and all thoroughly enjoyed themselves
with song and libations. During a lull in the
festivities, Major Marshall sprang a surprise on the
O.C. by requesting the Mayor to present him with
a clock, which was inscribed " Presented to Captain
Walter C. Collins by the Past and Present Members of
the 1st Cadet Company, The Buffs, as a small token
of esteem and to commemorate the 10th anniversary
of his raising the Company, February 14th, 1918—
1928." (Who wouldn't be a Cadet O.C.!)

B. and W. FISKMOORE,
Professional Photographers,
No. VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.
Note New Address.

Mrs. Smithers.
rpHE Battalion being about to depart for a new
JL station, the QuarterMaster was busy inspecting
the married quarters. Of course, such days are
generally a very trying ordeal and few felt it more
than Mrs. Smithers. Firstly, leaving the old station
in the dark at 3 a.m. in the morning gave her
the impression that reveille had sounded before she
had gone to bed; secondly, before she was aware the
barrack warden had turned on the gas, it was cook
house, halfhours dress and fall in—as Mrs. Smithers
said—all in twenty minutes. To make matters worse
the QuarterMaster came dashing along on a sort of
last look at the utensils, and discovered to his horror
that Mrs. Smithers' cat had deposited overflight a really
fine herd of kittens in the best saucepan.
" I does 'ope the new comer will look after the
pretty dears " she said.
" Yes," answered the QuarterMaster.
Its
natural Mrs. Smithers. Directly one old cat goes away
there's bound to be another come in."
" Beg pardon. Sir—it aint no old cat, that's a
"
The QuarterMaster was too busy and left Mrs.
Smithers muttering bad language and informing the
neighbours of the terrible things that had not been
said.
The weighing of baggage was another little item
associated with the game of changing stations. Mr.
Private Smithers was dodging as—at his wife's request
—he had volunteered for Officers' Mess Fatigue, so
Mrs. Smithers dropped in for the lot.
" Five hundredweight too much" spoke the
QuarterMasterSergeant. "What are you going to
do about it, Mrs. Smithers—pay one farthing per
hundredweight per mile as excess baggage or dump
that old sewing machine ?"
" What!" yelled Mrs. Smithers. " Dump my
sewing machine which 'as taken me all me married life
to get at threepence a week ! I likes yer idea, I do.
I say, QuarterMasterSergeant—'ow much will it
come to if I takes it wiv me ?"
" How much, Mrs. Smithers ? Why, officially ten
shillings, but unofficially, five shillings" replied the
QuarterMasterSergeant.
" What's the difference for—yer knows, I don't see
it quite ?" spoke Mrs. Smithers, at the same time
scratching her head.
Oh, its simple, Mrs. Smithers—if you send it
officially you pay the railway company; if you send it
unofficially you pay me."
" Alright—give us five bobs worth of unofficials
and shove it on top of the wagon. I 'as a lot of the
Commanding Officer's socks to mend which will cost
'im five bob.
" A jolly fine old ' singer' you are, Mrs. Smithers
said the QuarterMasterSergeant, as he packed away
his note book.
" And a blinking fine old ' swinger' you is"
answered Mrs. Smithers.
All of a sudden there was a terrific howl, which
indicated that little Jimmy had got a clump round
the ear for informing the QuarterMasterSergeant that
his father had put the mangle on top of the Officers'
Mess Wagon and nobody had seen him do it.
When the troops eventually arrived at the new
station the QuarterMaster was observed running
about the new married quarters, being chased by all
the women on the strength of the regiment. " For
goodness sake take your keys, Mrs. Smithers" he
exclaimed, " and you'll find your quarters in "B"
Block, No. 9."
Off went Mrs. Smithers at the double followed by
all the little Smithers, only too eager to get a glimpse
of the new home for at least three more years.
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The key, however, would not fit No. 9, but was
found to fit the lock of the next door quarters, No. 10,
which had been allotted to Mrs. Scrubbers, and who
also was in a similar difficulty, which necessitated
[an interchange of keys.
" I wonder if the QuarterMaster has made
a mistake in our quarters " both Mrs. Smithers and
Mrs. Scrubbers exclaimed together. Neither would
swear, a mistake 'had' been made until after
inspection. The moment Mrs. Smithers poked her
head into No. 9'she almost fainted.
" The dirty things " was her first remark. ' " Look
at the whitewashed walls ! Look at the filthy tables
and utensils! Just like The Buffs—we always as to
clean up another regiment's mess." Then she opened
the oven door and gave an unearthly yell when she
aspied a mouse make a dash from a burnt sausage
which the late oc'cupier had evidently put in the oven
several weeks back and forgotten all about it.
" Muvver " shouted little Jimmy. " What's them
black things arunning about the floor ?"
" My gawd !" exclaimed Mrs. Smithers. " Black
bettles—yes, blackbeetles. I know Mrs. Scrubbers 'as
my quarters and off she dived next door to No. 10.
Ratatattat.
" Come in " sounded the voice of Mrs. Scrubbers.
" Yes my dear—I 'as come in. I've come to say
yer've got my quarters. What ? paper on the wall
and a nice fat copper all to yerself !"
" Yes, my dear " replied Mrs. Scrubbers. " These
are the best quarters me and Mr. Scrubbers as ever
'ad. Why, in these quarters,. Mrs. Smivvers, we'll
be able to invite company sometimes."
" Invite company sometimes—umph !" said Mrs.
Smithers. " Yer won't 'ave to invite 'em when yer
gets to No. 9—they're already there."
" Well, I aint agoing to No. 9 and that's the end of
it, and all yer 'as to do is to go to the Quartermaster
—and I'll go too."
The Quartermaster, beyond promising to make an
immediate effort to get rid of the blackbeetles, had no
sympathy for Mrs. Smithers. " Against regulations
. to paper quarters at the public expense, and if ver want
a copper in your' quarters you must apply at the local '
police station—not to the QuarterMaster. They'll
give you a dozen if you need them." *
" Yes Sir," replied Mrs. Smithers, determined to
have the last word. " But why should Mrs. Scrubbers
'ave papered quarters ? Yer gave 'er the key of No. 9
i and me the key of No. 10. To give the muvver of the
regiment ,wiv six kids a quarter full of blackbeetles,
whilst Mrs. Scrubbers, who 'as only five kids, gets
paper on the wall and a copper thrown in, aint what
they did in my young days. Then again, look at
;Mrs. Stiffback—young bride she is—gets good quarters
'cause she's got 'er 'air bobbed and shews 'er garters
, every time she sits in a tram car. Why should she
!get fresh quarters wivout blackbeetles ? When she
gets my age she'll 'ave 'ad 'er day and get shoved in
a blooming stable."
Of course all this was very annoying to Mrs.
Smithers, more particularly as Mrs. Scrubbers at No!
10 would sing songs about *' ours is a nice 'ouse, ours
is" whilst Mrs. Stiffback—the young bride who
resided at No. 8, would play ' jazz ' on the hired piano,
and each evening continually sing a song which said
something about " If you were the only boy and I was
the only girl." From the warble of the notes,
it appeared to have a ' springing' sort of effect, as if
derived from a couch or settee. Mrs. Smithers, residing
at No. 9 was, naturally, in the middle and the
; melodious sounds easily penetrated the respective walls
of plaster. She was pondering over this matter when
in walked private Jim Smithers.
" What's a matter me old dutch—anyone 'it yer ?"
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" What, 'it me " she replied. Then she recited all
her troubles. " We must, have paper .on the wall, my
dear. I've been talking to the pioneer sergeant and 'e
says we must 'ave a chair rail and a picture rail round
the wall. That'll knock the bottom out of all.of 'em,"
The next evening Mr. Smithers started work, with
the able assistance of Mrs. Smithers, the kitchen table,
a hammer and some  nails. The first trouble  arose
when Mr. Smithers, fixing up the picture rail, made
a mighty swipe'with the" hammer—missed the nail—
and brought down half the plater wall on to the head
of Mrs. Scrubbers., who at the moment was yelling at
the top of her voice " Ours is a nice 'ouse ours
is." Mr. Smithers poked his head through the hole
in the dividing wall and shouted "It'll he a blinking
ruin before I've finished wiv yer."
It was trouble on top of trouble. Whilst. Mrs.
Smithers was fighting with Mrs. Scrubbers to ascertain
who could pull the most hair out of each other's heads,
a voice was heard singing at No. 8 " If you were the
only boy and I was the only girl." It was wellnigh
impossible for Mr. Scrubbers to put up picture rails
without doing damage, so he accidentally drove a nail
into Mrs. Stiffback's water pipe, which was hidden in
the plaster of the wall and very quickly the whole
place was flooded.
By the time Mr. Smithers had finished his job, it
was some quarters. Mrs. Stiffback was relating to
Mrs. Scrubbers her troubles and explaining what
happened whilst singing "If I was the only girl"
when Mr. Smithers ejaculated: "I'd drown yer."
.
JB.

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
The 1st Battalion.
REGULAR FORCES.

;

Lt. D. W. Hendin, M.C., retires, receiving a gratuity (January 15th}. 
Lt. A. F.St. A. Turner is restored to theestablishment.  (December 
29th, 1927).

"
.
\
The following Gentlemen Cadets from the Royal Military College,;
to be Sec.Lts. (February 2nd):—
J. F. Connolly, B. H. Craig, N. R. Reeves.
Capt. J. R. Willows is seconded for service as an Adjutant, T.A.;
(December 14th, 1927).
The following are restored to the establishment:—Capt. B. E.'
HammondDavies, M.C. (December 14th; 1927J; Lt. dj. F. Hall, M.C.
(January 21st).. ,
,

" ' ,
TERRITORIAL ARMY.

R

.

!

4TH BN. THE BUPFS.—Capt. J. R. Willows, The Buffs, to be Adjt.
(December 14th, 1927).
j
25th)nnr an(^
feeler is granted the'rank of Major (January
Capt. B. E. HammondDavies, M.C., The Buffs, vacates the 
appointment of Adjt. (December 14th, 1927).
BOYS—AGE.

^^No. 6282656 Boy A. Smith, "H.QI,"attained_age of 18 years, 3—12—1
No. 766349 Boy R. Lee, ."H.Q.," attained age of 18 years, 2412

1927.

.

.

.

CONTINUANCE IN THE SERVICE.

*

No. 6279178 Cpl. E. Holness, "A," permitted to continue in the <
Service beyond 21 years up to 1671929. . (Authy.: O. i/c. Records,
letter No. C/5070, dated the 29111927.

The 2nd Battalion.
EXTENSION OF SERVICE; '

6281713 Cpl. G. GiUett, "B," extended terms of Service to complete 
12 years with the Colours, 20128.

TRANSFER TO ARMY RESERVE. .

1

6281391 Pte: J. Elliott, "C," transferred"to Army Reserve, 25128
under K.R.'s, para. 262 (i).
758857 Pte. A. Lumbard, "H.Q.," transferred to the Army Reserve,'
26128 under K.R.'s, para. 362 (i).
RECRUIT—BOY.

,

Boy C. Garrett, attested for 2nd Battalion; 23128, for 12 years 
(9 years with the Colours and 3 years with Army Reserve), as from'
attaining the age of 18 years, i.e., 241231.
*
!
BOYS—AGE.

]

.6282393 Btnn. (Boy) R. Lazard, "H.Q.,"'attainedage of 18 years,'
5—2—28.
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APPOINTMENTS.
6281819 Dinr. C. Donovan. "H.Q." ; 6283411 Pte. R. Edwards,
"H.Q." ; 1055402 Pte. J. Hurley, "D," appointed Unpaid Lance
Corporals, 25128.
,,
.
_
r
7109833 L/Cpl. E. Cliisnall, "H.Q.," appointed Paid Lance
Corporal, 7128 vice 7339831 Ivey promoted.

APPOINTMENT—RELINQUISHMENT.
7109833 L/Cpl. E. Cliisnall, "H.Q.," relinquishes pay of appoint
ment, 2228 on ceasing to till a vacancy.

ESTABLISHMENT OF N.C.O.'S.
6281889 L/Cpl. E Watts, "B," absorbed into Establishment of Paid
LanceCorporals, 2228.
,...
6279196 Cpl. G. Wilkins, "B," Borne Supernumerary to Establish
ment" of Corporals, 5228 pending absorption.

The Depot.
POSTING.
6283349 Pte. W. Lewis, posted to Depot for a tour of duty, from

The undermentioned were posted to the 2nd Battalion on 1228
6283590 Pte. R. Blythe, 6082354 Pte. F. Braidwood, 6283473 Pte.
E. Broekhurst, 6283560 Pte. W. Buxton, 6283597 Pte. W. Byrne,
6283577 Pte. A. Collins, 6283524 Pte.W.Cook, 6283574 Pte. H. Cornish,
6283577 Pte. A. Collins, 6283524 Pte. W. Cook, 6283574 Pte. H.
Cornish, 6283583 Pte. R. Fitzgibbon, 6283593 Pte. A. Gallagher,
6283599 Pte. T. Gambrill, 6283598 Pte. F. King, 6340216 Pte. S. March,
6283615 Pte. W. Miller, 6283592 Pte. T. Mitchell, 6283a87 Pte. J.
Mitchell, 2022046 P t e . L . Lillywhitc, 6283584 P t e . T„ L m d u p , 6283 /04
Pte. W. Morecroft, 6283581 Pte. J. Payne, 6283586 Pte. J. Pettit,
6282556 Pte. G. Pilgrim, 6283589 Pte. F. Port, 628359s Pte. A.
Reynolds, 6283594 Pte. F. Rush, 6283582 Pte. G. Sands, 628356a Pte.
J. Scullion, 6283576 Pte. II. Smith. 6283591 Pte. R. Taylor, 6283aD5
Pte. J. Thompson, 6283529 Pte. R. Wilkin, 6281889 I,/Cpl. E. Watts.

APPOINTMENT.
5718152 L/Cpl. A. Kennedy, granted Pay of Appointment, 2228
vice 6281889 L/Cpl. E. Watts and absorbed into the establishment ot
LanceCorporals.

The 4th Battalion.

2,LDL

037656 CPI.'H.'DCU, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion for a tour
of duty, 26128.

DISEMBARKATIONS.

The undermentioned details, 1st Battalion The Buffs, disembarked
at Southampton, ex. Il.T. Nevasa, 24128, joined this Depot same
dat6280817

Cpl. H. Ayliffe, 6278022 Cpl. H. White, 6280675 L/Cpl.
W. Richards, 6278765 L/Cpl. H. Crook 6282555 Pte. G. Gregory,
6280554 Pte. T. Hatton, 6280535 Pte. R. Taylor, 6280333 Pte. S. Stan
bridge, 6280894 Pte. G. Gates, 6280556 Pte. W. Walter, 6280892 Pte.
S Wolfe 6280711 Pte. S. Keeler, 6280889 Pte. L Chapman. 6280333
Pte. F. Lcane, 6280867 Pte. T. Williams, 607801 i Pte. J Bassctt.
6282455 Pte. F. Cary, 6281400 Pte. J. Higgins, 6282773 Pte. A. Day,
6279678 Pte. F. Bray, disembarked at Southampton, 24 1 28, ex. ti.i.
Nevasa and admitted to R.V. Hospital, Netley. laken on strength of
thiS6282908

Pte. J. Marshall, disembarked at Southampton, 24128,
exH.T. Nevasa and taken on strength.

 STRENGTH—DECREASE.
735674 Cpl. W. R. Chapman, posted to 2nd Battalion, 26128.

ENLISTMENTS.
The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion, are taken
on the strength and posted to Companies as shown:—
6283912 Pte. G. Chapman, "C" (C), 13128; 7341121 Pte. J.
Bishop, "B" (C>, 16128 ; 6283916 Pte. C. Burden, "C (T), la12
27: 6283913 Pte. W. Nolan. "A" (R), !' '28; 6283914 Pte. S.
Rofe, "C" (H), 191227 : 6283915 Pte. C. Skmner, "B (W), 25128.

RF.ENGAGEMENTS.
6281349 Sgt. J. Beale, "C," reengaged for four years on 25128
w/e from 5728.
„ . m
6281077 Sgt. R. Clancey, "B," reengaged for one year on Zhwa
w/e from 29328.

PROMOTIONS.

6283281 Cpl. D. Harrison, "B," promoted Signalling Sergeant
vice Ansell discharged w/e from 1311 27.
6280966 L/Cpl. H. Fagg, "D," promoted Signalling Corporal vice
Harrison, w/e from 131127.
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Visit to Holland.
PRESENTATION

OF

FLAG

AND

TABLET

TO ENGLISH CHURCH IN AMSTERDAM.

[By kind permission of the Keystone View Company and of the Daily Sketch."

Left to right—The Lord Bishop of Fulham; Lieut. Gen. Jonkheer E. J. M. Wittert; Rev. W. W. Lucas;
The Comm. der Koningin jhr.mr.dr. A. Roell; The British Minister, Lord Granville ; Major General
Sir Guy Bainbridge; Major Field.

O

N Sunday, 18th March, a special service
to commemorate the service of The
Buffs in Holland, was held in the little English
Church, known as Christ Church, Amsterdam,
where the Rev. W. W. Lucas,, brother of

LieutenantColonel L W. Lucas, recently
commanding the 2nd Battalion of The Buffs,
is the Chaplain in Charge. Mr. Lucas
conducted the service and the sermon was
preached by the Bishop of Fulham.
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Among the Dutch officials present wbr^,, ." After the,churphservice the officers of the,
LieutenantGeneral J. Wittert, representing ' regiment and the officials at the ceremony
H.M. The Queen of the Netherlands, Major
were entertained at /lunch at van Laar's
General van de Roemer, Commandant of the.  Restaurant, Amsterdam, by MajorGeneral
Capital, Rear Admiral L. J. Quant" van.de Roemer^ Governor of the Capital. The 
LieutenantColonel H. C.. Rotiffair, Captain' : host paid\ a glowing tribute to the regiment
S. de Jong, Commanding Naval Station at
to which MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge
Amsterdam and Captain A. Klocke, Military
replied;on behalf of the Colonel of the Regi
Police. A representative of the Burgomaster
ment„ General, Sir Arthur Paget.

of Amsterdam was also present'. His
Oh the following day, 19th March, by,
Britannic Majesty's Minister at the.Hague—
permission of Mr. C. M. Viruly, the President, '
the Right Honorable the Earl Granville—and
and of the Committee of the, " De Groote "
the British Military Attache, Colonel Sandi
Club of Amsterdam, a reception in honour of
lands, were present; so also was H. B. M.
iffie occasion was held by the Bishop of Fulham
ConsulGeneral at Amsterdam.
in the main dining room of the Club specially
placed at his disposal for the purpose. At
During the service a flag—a silk Union
this reception. Her Majesty the Queen _ of the
Jack—and a tablet, marking the fact that it
Netherlands was represented by H.R.H. the
was given by the Regiment, were presented by
Prince Consort. Earl Granville presented the
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge, Lieut.Col.
officers of The Buffs and Mrs. Crookenden {who
J. Crookenden; Major C. S. Field and Captain
accompanied Colonel. Crookenden)  to the
T. H..Keble. The gifts were dedicated by the
Prince and in ther course of a speech expressed
Bishop " in the faith of Christ and in memory. thanks to Her Majesty for being so represented
of the Jmen who served in this country and of
on thatoccasion. After:the/speeches' there
the comradeship of the two peoples/' In the  was dancing,
';./  ""  /, :
course; of his sermon the Bishop alluded to the
During theiivkay in Amsterdam the^officers
historical connection between The Buffs and
of the; regiment ^e^g^ren:^e
of
HoUapd  and asked the officers present to
membership of "^De..;;Grofty\'.^|ijr, aftd Mr.
convey a message of thanks to the Regiment
Viruly, the. President,, tpi^M^pppqitunity
for these gifts.
at the reception of s;aymg^hw/warinly he
.welcomedthem." .
' .f5j
It! is not proposed to go into details of
In addition, hospitality "as sfiown! Ito the
regimental history here, but the compiler of
officers at every opportu^ty")^ Dutch and
the historical records of the British. Army
British residents in Amst^.dein..bf whijin it is
prepared under the direction of the. Adjutant
desired especially to recdrd/ the . Rowing
General, in his " Historical Record of the. names Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lanffhg, Mr.
Third Foot or The Buffs, formerly designated
and Mrs.. Boissevaini Mr. and Mrs. Brdffshaw,
The Holland Regiment" sums up. the
and Mr; and Mrs. Bretteristein.
" !!!
connection of The Buffs , with Holland briefly:
In presenting this account to Dragon
in the following words
. readers, it is hoped that some idea of the high
"This distinguished regiment is the regard in which The Buffs are held in Holland
today, may be conveyed to hll ranks' of the
representative of that renowned body of
'i
British troops which fought in the glorious : regiment, past and present/
cause of civil and religious liberty in the ,
Netherlands^ during the reigns of Queen
Our Con temporaries.[
Elizabeth, King James I., and King Charles
. We acknowledge with many thanks the Receipt of
the following Journals :—
'
I.; and which by their valour and
" Jourhal ' of the; Society of Army Historical
prowess, during a struggle of more
' Research;"
 \ \.
than seventy years, enabled the brave and '
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Company."''
persevering inhabitants of the " United
... "The Queen's Own Gazette."
;i'
" The Tiger and The Sphinx."
' '
Provinces" to wrest their country from
" Aldershot Command News."
Spanish domination, and to obtain from the .  "
British Legion Journal."

other powers of Europe an acknowledgment
" The Gunner."
.
.
;
of their independence as a free state."
" St George's Gazette."
It is evident that the Dutch have long
memories and, indeed, remain faithful to their
friends, for the welcome recently extended,
both officially and privately, to the officers
representing the regiment was the warmest
imaginable.

" The Green Howards' Gazette."
"The Bugle."
" The Snapper." ,
, " On The March."
" Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" Journal of the R.A.S.C."
" The Sapper."
" Essex Regimental Gazette."
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Personalia.

was as usual a very large crowd
in the members' enclosure at Sandown
Ton HERE
Friday, 23rd March, to witness the Grand

Military Gold Cup which was won by " Dash
of White." The congestion was so great that
it was quite impossible to see all one's friends.
Amongst those present we noted General Sir
Guy Bainbridge and the Misses Bainbridge,
Coloneland Mrs. H. Findlay, Lt.Colonel R. S.
I. and Mrs. Friend, Lt.Col. J. and Mrs.
Crookenden, I,t.Colonel Beevor, Majors G.
Hickman, F. W. Tomlinson, J. V. R. Jackson
and C. S. Field, Capt. H. de R. Morgan,
Mrs. Webster and Mr. F. G. Crozier.
In our last number we had the sad duty of
recording the loss which the Regiment had
suffered owing to the passing of Lord
Sackville ; the Regiment has lost yet another
friend by the death of Sir Harry Lennard,
which occurred at West Wickham on the
25th February. As a prominent member of
the Kent Territorial Association, Sir Harry
shewed himself most keenly interested in
everything connected with the Regiment,
and the 4th Battalion especially owes him
a great debt. A more charming personality
than Sir Harry it would be impossible to
imagine. His kindness to all was proverbial
and his motto seemed to be " Always Help."
His attitude at any conference in which he
took part was remarkable; he would sit
quite silent until many opinions had been
expressed, and then, putting up his eyeglass,
he would say in his inimitable way : " Well,
we've heard a number of excellent speeches,
but what are we going to do to help? That
is what we are out for."
The funeral of Sir Harry Lennard took
place at West Wickham Church on the 29th
February and was the occasion of a great
demonstration of the universal affection in
which he was held. The crowd was
so enormous that it was almost beyond the
powers of the Police to control it. There
were over 500 beautiful wreaths.
The new Chairman of the Kent Territorial
Army Association in succession to Lord Sack
ville is Sir Henry Streatfield, well known to
the Old Brigade of the Regiment who were in
Calcutta in 18924. Sir Henry was the A.D.C.
to Lord Lansdowne, Viceroy of India, who
presented new Colours to the 1st Battalion in
Calcutta in 1892.
At the annual meeting of the Biarritz Golf
Club, Sir Theodore Brinckman was unani
mously elected Captain of the club for the
second successive year. Mr. Zarnekou was
also chosen to serve on the committee, other
wise there were no changes.

Lt.Colonel A. C. Trollope is at present in
England and recently visited the Depot.
We understand that his stay at home will be
sufficiently prolonged to enable him to attend
several of the regimental reunions. Anyone
interested in or wanting information re life
in South Africa today, should get into touch
with Colonel Trollope.
Lt.Colonel L C. E. Knight was returned
unopposed, for the second time, for the
Hampshire County Council Election on
March 3rd.
Lt.Colonel L W. and Mrs. Lucas are still
at Cannes.
Lt.Colonel M. Beevor writes regretting he
was unable to be present at the Ladies Night
of the London Branch of the Past and Present
Association as he was shooting in Dorsetshire.
We recently had the pleasure of meeting
Lt.Colonel L. C. R. Messel in London. He
still takes the greatest interest in the Regi
ment anff the Past and Present Association.
We have news of Lt.Colonel The Hon.
P. G. Scarlett, who is very fit,
but
unfortunately sees no immediate prospect of
getting home, though he hopes it may be this
year.
Major C. S. Field has arrived at Canterbury
from Aldershot and taken over Command of
the Depot.
Major J. V. R. Jackson is still at the Senior
Officers' School; his family have moved
from Canterbury to their home at Hythe.
Major G. F. Hamilton writes from Port
Said (on the 17th March) to the effect that the
voyage to date had been " quite good."
We were very glad to see Capt. H. H. C.
and Mrs. Baird back in Canterbury a few days
ago, both looking the better for their holiday,
during which they met Major and Mrs. Gould
at JuanlesPins and Lt.Colonel H. F. Sparrow
at Cannes.
Captain A. Barton has formed a
temporary Committee at Chatham with a view
to establishing a Branch of the Past and
Present Association there. We wish the
project every'success.
Captain Dampier Palmer has recently
returned from a holiday in the South
of France.
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We recently heard from Capt. H. T. Brady,
who is still living in Dublin.
Capt. Rice writes from Ilorin, Northern
Nigeria, where, apparently, an intensive course
of battalion training is going on. In spite of
a touch of the sun, we are glad to know that
Capt. Rice is well and has passed his
examination at Hausa. We are sorry to learn
that Mr. Fearnside Speed has been down with
malaria, and we wish him a speedy restoration
to health.
We are sorry to hear that Mr. D'Arcy
Symonds has also had a bad go of fever ; he has
been sent from Tamale to recuperate at Accra.
According to the latest news he is rapidly
recovering and hopes soon to take over the
Signal School at Accra.
Captain C. T. Wood will be very glad to
hear from those who can offer, either as gifts or
on loan, exhibits for the Regimental Museum,
which has now been established at the Depot,
Canterbury.
A Memorial to the members of the Queen's
Own Rifles who gave their lives in the Great
War will be unveiled in Queen's Park, Toronto,
next Armistice Day. It will follow the lines
of a Cenotaph. A Committee has been
appointed to arrange for the erection and
unveiling of the memorial.
F. Mitchell, who now lives at Port Credit
and who sounded the Last Post and the
Reveille at the memorial service at Toronto
to Lord Haig, was the bugler who sounded the
first call to arms at Aldershot Camp, England,
at the outbreak of the Great War. Later he
was in the retreat from Mons and the
first battle of Ypres. He remembers the
bursting of the first German hand grenade
that was thrown into the trenches of
his section.
The London Branch of the Past and
Present Association has arranged a march
to the Cenotaph on Saturday, May 17th. It
is hoped that as many Buffs as possible, Past
and Present, from other parts of the country
as well as from London, will be able to attend.
Widows and relatives of Fallen Buffs will walk
in the procession. The Assembly will be at
3 p.m. on the Horse "Guards' Parade.
We much regret to announce the death of
Mr. H. F. Cree which occurred at Pekin on
.January 2nd. Mr. Cree was Adjutant of the
2nd Battalion during the war in Salonika.

We deeply regret to learn by English Mail
of the death of Mr. Kirby (late No. 6279375
"D" Company, 1st Battalion, The Buffs)
who passed away at his home, Raven Avenue,
Edmonton. An excellent pal and a good
Buff, who was popular with all who met him,
and "D" Coy. sends its deepest sympathy to
his parents and all relatives in their sad
bereavement.
The Dragon Club Dinner this year is being
held at the Metropole Hotel on Wednesday,
20th June and the Past and Present Dinner
at the Cannon Street Hotel on Saturday,
October 20th.
The Spring Golf Meeting at Littlestoneon
Sea on April 21st and 22nd promises well.
Those wishing to compete are requested to
communicate with the Secretary, Capt.
H. H. C. Baird, as soon as possible.
The Cabaret Ball in aid of the Association
Funds which is being held in the Guards'
Gymnasium on Friday, May 18th, promises
to be an even greater success than the previous
one.
It is hoped that it will be as well
patronised. Tickets, limited to 250 (one
guinea each) are to be obtained from the
Secretary, Past and Present Association, Depot
The Buffs, Canterbury.
There seems to be a firm impression in the
minds of a section of the public that
our Regiment is in some way connected with
that esteemable body, the Ancient Order of
Buffaloes. To quote two examples : An officer
of the Regiment was recently telephoning
a telegram to the 2nd Battalion. When
he gave the address as " Buffs, Aldershot,"
the operator at the other end of the telephone
said " I suppose ' Buffs ' means ' Buffaloes '."
Again: during the recent " Ladies
Festival " of the London Branch, two officers
were sitting on the staircase outside the Ball
room when a lady who was not of the London
Branch came up the staircase. She shyly
asked leave to look at one of the officer's
miniature medals and having examined them,
she pointed to a decoration which was hanging
round the officer's neck and said " I suppose
that is the Order of. The Buffaloes."

Death.
Cree.—At Peking on January 2nd, 1928,
H. F. Cree, from influenza followed by
pneumonia after an illness of only five
days. Capt. Cree was Adjutant of the 2nd
Battalion in Salonika.
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No. 24.
NINETYSIX AND EUTAW SPRINGS, 1781.
These did not materialise ; while the
r|>HERE is no battle honour between those
American General Green was reported to be
J_ commemorating the capture of Guade
advancing to cut the detachment off.
loupe in 1759 and the passage of the Douro in
Rawdon therefore decided to retire and, after
1809. . The Buffs, however, had various
periods of active service between those dates. forcing the passage of a creek in the face of the
enemy, who had broken the bridges and were
Two, namely the capture of Belleisle and the
guarding the fords, the troops reached the
operations in Portugal, were described last
town of Orangeburg. Here the remainder of
month and. may be considered in every way
the Buffs under Lieut.Colonel Alexander
worthy of an honour. The two described in
this article were part of an unsuccessful Stewart (or Stuart) joined the force.
While the force was at Orangeburg, General
campaign in America, and such is our custom
Green appeared with an army and reconnoitred
that, while the rebel leader George Washington
the British camp. Rawdon was convinced
is commemorated by a statue in London, the
that an attack was forthcoming, and he did
gallantry of our forbears is not considered
not hear till it was too late for pursuit, that
worthy of recognition by a battle honour.
Green had subsequently retired during the
In 1781 after twelve years in England and
night. Soon afterwards the American army
Ireland, the Buffs received orders to embark
was reinforced from North Carolina, while on
for America. The War of American
the British side Lieut.Colonel Stewart of the
Independence had broken out in 1775 and
Buffs took over the command of the force
matters were not going well for the British
from Lord Rawdon, whose health had given
forces, and reinforcements were urgently
way. The British contingent was now in
required. On the 3rd June the regiment
a bad way : food, especially bread, was short;
disembarked at Charleston, the principal port
no escort could be spared to bring in a convoy
of South Carolina, and the flank companies
joined the force under Lord Rawdon, marching from Charleston, and the disaffection of the
local inhabitants deprived Colonel Stewart
at once to the relief of the fort at NinetySix,
qf any information as to the enemy's move
then besieged by the Americans under General
ments. In consequence Colonel Stewart
Green. This village owed its name to the
retreated some forty miles to a place called the
fact that it was ninetysix miles from Kecowee
Eutaw Springs. Here a party of about 100,
in the Cherokee country. General Green,
including 50 Buffs, was surprised while
hearing of the approach of British reinforce
ments, decided to'make a final assault. This searching for sweet potatoes, for issue in place
of bread, and was captured by the enemy,
he did on the 19th June and, meeting with
Lieutenant Silvester commanding the Buffs'
determined opposition, withdrew his troops
party being dangerously wounded.
and commenced his retreat across the river
The alarm was given and the troops took
Saluda. On the 21st June Lord Rawdon
post about two miles in front of the camp with
arrived with his force and here received
the Buffs on the left. A great musketry and
intelligence that General Green had halted
artillery duel took place ; two American and
in a strong position behind the Bush river
one British cannon were dismounted and
about 16 miles away and that he was badly
great gallantry was shewn on both sides. The
encumbered with baggage. He, therefore,
British left, including the Buffs, drove back
determined to pursue him and in spite of the
the troops to their front but advancing too
fatigue of his troops crossed the river Saluda.
General Green heard of the move and far forward was overpowered and driven back
and so exposed the flank of the 63rd and 64th
continued his retreat followed by Lord
regiments on the right. The regiment rallied
Rawdon with the utmost rapidity as far as the
but the whole force had to retire behind the
fords of Ennoree, some forty miles from
NinetySix. Here the condition of his troops camp, a strong brick house in the centre being
occupied, together with an adjoining coppice
and the intensity of the heat—50 men had
and a palisaded garden. The fighting was
dropped dead from heat during the march—
caused Rawdon to halt and the Americans, furious, and Green's victorious infantry poured
crossing the fords with only two hours to into the British camp where the tents were
spare, succeeded in putting two more rivers still standing. While the officers ran on to
storm the garden, the men stopped to plunder
between themselves and their pursuers.
The flank
companies of the Buffs the camp and, finding liquor in the tents,
afterwards moved to the river Congaree, where soon became unmanageable. The British in
Lord Rawden expected to receive reinf orcements. the house and garden saw their opportunity.
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Picking off the officers, they then poured
a destructive fire on the plunderers. There
upon Green ordered a retreat, to be covered
by the cavalry, but .these were lured on by the
British cavalry under the fire of the defenders
of the garden and were almost annihilated.
The British then attacked and cleared the
camp, though they were unable to pursue the
enemy into the forest.
The action was very bloody and desperate.
Both sides claimed the victory; the
Americans because of .our initial retreat, the
British because of the final position. The
losses on each side were heavy, and
approximately equal to about 700 killed,
wounded and prisoners, while the British
captured two guns and the American's one.
The casualties of the Buffs were one officer and
29 others killed, one officer and 77 wounded
and one officer and 73 missing. Colonel
Stewart  commanding the force was also
wounded. In his despatch Colonel Stewart
says that " the glory of the day would have
been more complete had not the want of
cavalry prevented me from taking the
advantage which the gallantry of my infantry
threw in my way." Among those who
specially distinguished themselves were
Captain Charles M'Murdo, commanding the
grenadier company of the Buffs, and Major
Dawson commanding the regiment.
After passing twentyfour hours on the
scene of the action, the army retired to Monk's
Corner, both armies having suffered too
severely to commence further operations.
Next year peace was signed and the independ
ence of the United States recognised, and the
Buffs proceeded to Jamaica. This same year
the regiment was given its official connection
with the county of Kent. Four years later,
in 1786, while the regiment was still in
J amaica Lieiit.General Thomas Hall succeeded
Lieut.General William Style as Colonel of the
Buffs or East Kent Regiment.
During its stay in Jamaica war was
threatened with Spain and a party of Buffs
were embarked as marines ; but the Spanish
monarch seeing that it was no idle threat gave
way and no action took place. Several
casualties were however caused about this
time by a singularly unfortunate occurrence.
A Mr. Kingston, having a lawsuit with a Mr.
Smith, put a dead dog stuffed with arsenic
into the latter's well. Unfortunately a detach
ment of the Buffs was using the well and those
that took their " customary cold draught of
water before breakfast" suffered agonies.
When the cause was discovered emetics were
administered, but not before the surgeon and
eight men were beyond help. Mr. Kingston
fled rather hurriedly to the Spanish Main.
E.F.H.

Officers' Training Corps.

The Annual Report of the Officers' Training Corps
shows that during the year there were 171 Contingents
in the Junior Division with a total strength of 67 U
officers and 33,554 cadets, while the number returned
as " efficients " was 25,864. Six camps were held in
1927, and a number of demonstrations showing the
practical employment of Cavalry, Artillery, Tanks and
Engineers were arranged at the camps.^ In the
examinations of candidates for Certificate A ^he5e
was a general improvement in practical work and the
number of successful candidates exceeded that of^ the
previous year by 838, though the number examined
was actually slightly less. This result, due primarily
to the zeal and ability of contingent commanders, was
only rendered possible by the generous manner in
which officers of the Regular Army assisted
the contingents to which they were affiliated. ^
*
The situation, in the case of the Senior Division,
has improved, though there is still a shortage in some
universities. Generally speaking, the standard of
proficiency displayed in camp showed that training was
carried out on sound lines, supplemented by keenness,
and the numbers attending camp were good, though
in one or two Contingents there were far too many
absentees. The yearly output of officer cadets with
Certificate "A" has unfortunately decreased, but the
number obtaining Certificate "B" has increased shghtly
and bears a satisfactory proportion to the number ot
candidates.
Records of Other Regiments—Cootinued.
In the Zulu War the regiment had the distinction of
capturing Cetewayo, the King of the Zulus, _ after
a pursuit lasting sixteen days. The sword of Major
Marter, who commanded the squadron to which the
defeated monarch surrendered, was recently left to the
regiment by his widow.
In the First Boer War of 1881 Private Thomas
Doogan of the 1st King's Dragoon Guards won the
Victoria Cross. In 1895 the Emperor, Francis Joseph
of Austria, became ColonelinChief of the regiment,
and the doubleheaded Austrian Eagle was adopted as
a badge, its use being discontinued when Austria and
Great Britain went to war in 1914, when the^ present
badge—a silver star with the letters " K.D.G.' within
the crowned Garter (in gilt)—was adopted.
The 1st King's Dragoon Guards landed at Marseilles
in November, 1914, as part of the Eucknow Cavalry
Brigade of the Indian Expeditionary Force. After
three years in France and Belgium the regiment was
ordered back to India. On the night of May 6th7th,
1919, the regiment marched from Risalpur to Peshawur
and helped to quell the rising in Peshawur City by
blocking all the city gates for thirtysix hours. A week
later the " K.D.G.'s" marched into Afghamstan to
take part in the Afghan War, and during the
reconnaissance at Doe Dakka on 17th May, 1919, the
men of the regiment's rear squadron distinguished
themselves by bringing in a large number of wounded
Sikh sepoys. Since the close of the Afghan War the
regiment has served in Mesopotamia, Persia, on the
Rhine, and at Edinburgh and Aldershot.
There are two versions of the origin or tne
regimental nickname of "The Trades Union.
One
is that it was given because it was so often called out
to aid the civil power in industrial disputes during the
first half of the nineteenth century. The other is,
that it refers to the number of sons of successful trades
men who at one time held commissions in the corps.
The uniform of the regiment is scarlet, with blue
facings. The headdress, a brass helmet with red
horsehair plume. As in the case of all regiments of
Dragoon Guards, the facings are of velvet, instead of
the usual cloth.
CTTTT
R. MAURICE HIIA.
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Records of Other Regiments*
No. XXXVII.

1st KINO'S DR GOON GUARDS.
BATTLE HONOURS.

" Blenheim," " Ramillies," " Oudenarde," " Mal
plaquet," " Dettingen," " Warburg," " Beaumont,"
" Waterloo," " Sevastopol," " Taku Forts," " Pekin,
1860," " South Africa, 1879, 19011902," " Somme,
1916," " Morval," " France and Flanders, 19141917,"
" Afghanistan, 1919."



*

*

»

The 1st King's Dragoon Guards, whose list of Battle
Honours shows them to have fought as comrades of
The Buffs on many battle fields, date back to the year
1685, when they were raised near London as " The
Queen's or 2nd Regiment of Horse." The first
important duty they performed was to escort the
Duke of Monmouth and other prisoners taken at Sedge
moor from Winchester to London. Later, the regiment,
then equipped as curassiers, served in the campaigns'
in Ireland and the Low Countries under King William
III. their timely charge at Neer Landen, 1693, saving
His Majesty at a time when he was in danger of being
taken prisoner. After sharing in Marlborough's
victories, the regiment returned to England, and King
George I., on his accession in 1714, directed that it
should henceforth be known as " The King's Own
Regiment of Horse," and its facings changed from
yellow to blue. At this time the regiment regularly
furnished Royal guards, etc., in London, performing
many of the duties now carried out by the Household
Cavalry.
In 1731, William Pitt, son of the first Earl of
Chatham, was gazetted to the regiment, in which he
served for four years before being dismissed from the
army for his somewhat injudicious maiden speech in
the House of Commons. Yet the " terrible Cornet
of Horse" whose political career had such an
inauspicious opening lived to become one of our
greatest statesmen and war ministers, and on his death
in 1788 he was buried in Westminster Abbey.
From Christmas Day, 1746, the King's Own Regi
ment of Horse was ordered to assume the title of First
(Bong's) Dragoon Guards.
The regimental records show that in 1813 two
troopers of the regiment, Joseph Englefield and
Abraham Cook, were granted a reward of ^10 each
for capturing two highwaymen who attempted to
hold up His Majesty's Royal Mail Coach between
Clonmel and Limerick.

In the Waterloo campaign the regiment, brigaded
with the Household Cavalry, made many gallant
charges, but lost heavily, seven officers (including the
commanding officer and the adjutant) and 132 other
ranks being killed in action, while four officers and
130 noncommissioned officers and men were wounded.
The Duke of Wellington stated in his despatch that
" Lord Edward Somerset's Brigade, consisting of
The Life Guards, Royal Horse Guards and King's
Dragoon Guards, highly distinguished themselves.
During the long peace which followed Waterloo the
regiment was frequently called out to support the
civil power in various parts of the country. Their
first active service outside Europe was the suppression
of the Canadian Rebellion in 18389. As a protection
against the severity of the winter the men wore long
boots lined with sheepskin, blue peajackets (the fore
runner of the " British Warm " of the present day)
and fur busbies. On returning home in 1843 The
King's Dragoon Guards were sent to Canterbury.
The regiment served in the later stages of the
Crimean War with the Heavy Cavalry Brigade. When
the Indian Mutiny broke out The King's Dragoon
Guards and the 7th Queen's Own Hussars were
brigaded together at Aldershot, in the North Camp
Hutments. The latter unit being ordered to the seat
of war, volunteers were called for from the " K.D.G.'s "
to complete their numbers, and almost every man
offered his services. Many of the Dragoon Guardsmen
who had been selected to accompany the 7th Hussars
to India had already sold their scarlet tunics and heavy
cavalry kit, when their own regiment was put under
orders for the East, all transfers were cancelled
immediately, and many of them had to pay a high
price to buy back their own kit again. A great
disappointment was in store for the " K.D.G.'s " on
their arrival in India; they were the heaviest of heavy
cavalry at that time and no suitable horses were forth
coming as remounts for them, so that they were unable
to take the field against the mutineers.
Two squadrons of the regiment took part in the
China War of 1860. Of Private Phipps, who was
taken prisoner by the Chinese, it is recorded that " He
was the last surviving European of his party. He
encouraged the Sikhs in every way he could until his
decease on the fourteenth day of his captivity, thus
well sustaining the reputation of a British soldier,"
like his gallant contemporary, Private Moyse, whose
name is remembered with pride by The Buffs.
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Past and Present Association,
The Buffs.
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INUTES of the 76th meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of
the Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at
The Depot on Saturday, 3rd March, 1928, at 5.30 p.m.
Present:—
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T. Bainbridge, K.C.B.,
(in the Chair).
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Lt.Colonels R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O. and J.
Crookenden, D.S.O.
Majors G D. Hickman, J. V. R. Jackson, C. S.
Field, O.B.E.
Lieut. F. G. Crozier.
j
THE MINUTES of the last meeting were passed and
signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK CLUB.—It wacs decided,
in the event of an enclosure tent being provided for
the second week of cricket in August on the St.
Lawrence Ground, Canterbury, that tiiere would be no
objection to The Depot Mess providing tea in this
1
enclosure if it so desired.
Past and Present Association.
COTTAGE HOMES.—(a) It was decided that £300
standing to the credit of the Cottage Homes should be
invested in Treasury 5% A Bonds, 193335 (in bearer
form).
(b) It was further decided that in future any pension
to occupants of the Cottages, should be debited
as far as possible to the Cottage Home account,
any balance necessary being found by the
Benevolent Fund.
BRANCHES.—With reference to the proposal to
establish a Branch at Chatham, approval was given,
provided Captain Barton could form a strong sub
committee, for a smoking concert to be organised,
entrance free to all Buffs, for the purpose of
ascertaining the strength of past Buffs in the district.
An expenditure not exceeding £15 was authorised in
connection with this entertainment and the advertising
thereof.
<
RULES.—The following subcommittee, subject
to the concurrence of the officers named, was appointed
to draft revised rules of the Association. The
Secretary was instructed to circulate to the members
of the subcommittee, his proposals, and it was further
decided that the draft rules should be passed to all
Blanches for their remarks. Members of the sub,
committee:—Lt.Col. Friend, Major Tomlinson, Major
Field and Colonel Findlay (Secretary).
MEMBERSHIP.—In view of the difficulty in
recovering annual subscriptions from annual members
of the Association, the Committee instructed the
Secretary to write to O.C. Battalions urging them, and
the officers under their command, to do all in their
power to encourage other ranks while serving, to
become life members of the Association ; pointing out
at the same time, that the life membership
subscriptions might be recovered by instalments during
the first twelve months of membership.
MUSEUM.—In view of the expense of advertising in
London papers; Major Jackson's proposal, regarding
such' action in connection with the Regimental Museum,
was not approved. The Editor of The Dragon, how
ever, was. requested to again draw the attention of its
readers to the fact that this Museum was now
established and suitable exhibits would pe gratefully
received.
FINANCE.—

(a.) Approval was given for a further grant from the
Benevolent Fund to the London Branch to

bring its credit up to £10, for the purpose of
rendering assistance in local urgent cases.
(6) A special loan of £5 was granted to
(non
member) who having just left the 1st Battalion
consequent on illhealth, has been put to
considerable expense on the birth of a daughter
and the death of his wife.
(e) The appeal by
(nonmember) for a loan to
purchase a motor lorry, was not approved.
Id) The Secretary was authorised to forward Mrs. J.
Scrimgeour the sum of £5 towards the cost of
the selfpropelled chair, purchased by her
for
.
(e) The Committee approved an expenditure not
exceeding £12 per annum to provide suitable
accommodation in Ashford for the monthly
meetings of that Branch.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING.—To be held at the
Naval and Military Club, London, on Thursday, 12th
April, at 10.30 a.m.
DISBURSEMENTS.

During the period 18/2/28 to 18/3/28 the following
disbursements have been made:—
Feb. 20. Grant
Grant
23. Grant
Loan
Mar. 1. Grant
3. Grant
6. Grant
Grant
Grant
7. Grant
8. Loan
12. Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
14. Grant

£ s.
J i0
2 0
12
50

2 2
2 2
9 2
12
2 2
...

d.
0
0

2
0
2
2
2
2
2

2 ®
5 0 0
0 10 0
0 0

12 2
} 0 0
10 0

DONATIONS.

During the period 18/2/28 to 18/3/28 the following
donations have been received :—
£ s. d.

Mar. 13. R. W. Fenner, Esq.

0 2 0

NEW MEMBERS.

During the period 18/2/28 to 18/3/28 the following
new members have been enrolled :—

E. G. Bunn (life member), A. S. Lowe (life member), D. B. Webb,
E M. Mills, E. W. Barman, W. Elbins, H. Bailey, C. Cunningham,
R. Cropton, J. Causer, C. Dunkling, H. Everest, B. Ford, A. Flanagan,
M Glitheroe, J. Goodwin, E. Gorham, G. Hadley, H. Hubbard, O.
Hudson, H. Kelly, W. Lott, H. May, A. MarshaU, F. Phipps, £
T Robinson F. Shilling, C. Travers, A. Wilshin, S. Mitchell, W. Moor
croft, E. Brockhurst, L LUywhite, J. Thompson, J. Scullion, W. Bryne,
W. Pack, J. Pettit, F. Port, C. Sparkes, W. R. WoodsHorton, C. E.
Tones, W. Kennedy, C. H. Capcutt, J. C. McGregor, J. T. Davis, F. L.
Bacon, A. Nevard, J. E. Watts, J. E. Jaye, J. W. MiUs, J. Smyth,
W T. Wilson, G. Tones, L Hams, C. Harvey, H. J. Lockyer, F. G. J.
Carter, W. Frith, A. Anscombe, J. Wilson, E. Eenner, H. Moysey,
H Boucher, G. T. Richards, H. Ransley, G. Baker, E. Skeates, R. W.
Keown, S. Rivers, G. Simpson, N. Vaughan.

London Branoh.
A GREAT LADIES' NIGHT.
The Bedford Head Hotel, Maiden Lane, Strand,
was filled to its utmost'capacity on the 25th February,
when a very large gathering celebrated ' ladies' night
in right roval fashion.
Spud Austin was early on the scene and was caught
holding a preliminary conference with the waitresses—
at least, it was thought so; then someone dug me in
the ribs' and said " you want to get a move on; the
General will be here in a few moments." There was,
however, no fear of that, for a very obedient taxicab
driver was
him at that moment to another
Bedford Hotel in Tottenham Court Road, and to see
the West End of London by lamp light. When the
General ' did ' arrive, he had fears the same trick was
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being played on Lady LyndenBell and, in fact, every
one had the wind up. One serving officer was in a
terrible fix concerning a set of decorations he had been
entrusted with, and had visious they were being
wheeled about the West End. He had no ' soup '
through keeping his eye on the entrance, but when he
espied the decorations arrive, he shouted " Thank
God !—mine's a double whiskey."
One by one the happy band began to fill the room.
There was Donkey Warren, Nobby Clarke (Mk 1),
Bobby Wittering, Ted Lamb, Tapsell, Amy Ainge,
Bill Stone, Erny Carter, Burglar Francis, Lu Carter
and hosts of others. As usual the 7th Battalion
members were in force. Erny Smith looked just as
well as ever.
After the reception of the members and guests by
General .Sir Arthur and Lady LyndenBell, all sat down
to prepare to make tlie best of a really good dinner.
Miss Kathleen Carter—a granddaughter of the
regiment—presented Lady LyndenBell with a bouquet
on behalf of the London Branch, midst much cheering
and applause. Then a flashlight
photograph was
taken, but one lady afterwards told me that those
nearest the camera want their heads cut off. The
London Branch, however, are not, even at the request
of a lady, going to commit murder.
A certain nervousness was displayed by those
proposing and replying to the toasts. Several stated the
shock was so great that it was almost impossible to
continue eating. Colonel Findlay, however, differed
and said his dinner had been in no way spoilt on this
account. Unless the Editor of The Dragon gave the
entire issue for the report it is absolutely impossible
to give anything but an outline of the wonderful show
that took place. One cannot write about all the nice

words spoken about everything and everybody. Major
General LyndenBell spoke of the occasion in words
that went right home to everyone that heard them
and at the conclusion we felt proud of having had the
great privilege of serving in the finest of all regiments—
The Buffs. He said : " The London Branch was the
second Branch to be formed, but it is second in no other
respect. I have the privilege of knowing a great many
members of the London Branch and I can say with
absolute truth that I never met a nicer lot of fellows
or a better lot of Buffs. An officer of the Regiment
who recently attended a meeting of the London Branch
for the first time said to me : ' This is a splendid show
and Enright is a real live wire.' Yes, Enright is a real
live wire, but he is something more than that. He is
the life and soul of the London Branch to which the
Regiment owes so much, and I should like to take this
opportunity of thanking Captain Enright and his
colleagues of the London Branch most warmly, not
only for the splendid way in which they have kept the
Regiment's flag flying
in London, but also for their
constant brotherly solicitude for Buffs who may be
out of employment or in hospital in London."
Colonel Crookenden mentioned the fact that the
Association was doing splendid work in keeping in
touch the serving and nonserving member, whilst
Major Guy Lee emphasised the point that there was no
such thing as a ' past ' Buff—all were Buffs, both time
serving and time expired.
Colonel Findlay, in a few well spoken words, gave
an interesting account of how the Association had
grown and stated it was common knowledge it was
considered the best of all regimental Associations.
He also stated that one lady present, Mrs. Ainge, had
come all the way from Manchester to be present with
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her husband. Capt. (Erny) Smith gave an interesting
after dinner speech in which he said that he
remembered some of the ladies present when they were
in short petticoats going to the regimental school. Mr.
(Ted) Lamb told us about the happy times he had with
the regiment, and knowing him when he was in charge
of the ' wet' canteen in South Africa, I can vouch for
every word he spoke.
Major Keown, of the 7th Battalion, mentioned
about the good work done by the Association to
members of his Battalion and promised his whole
hearted support in all its undertakings. The toast of
the Chairman was given by the Hon. Secretary, Mr.
Ainge,' in his ' full of beans ' style, but the Chairman,
in reply/ meant what he said when he stated the very
fountain of the good work done by the Branch was the
Hon. Secretary, and when one considers he is dealing
with a roll of 500 old Buffs with only an hour of an
evening to do it in, it would be a sad day for
the branch if he ever turned it up. The Chairman also
requested those present to participate in the march
to the Cenotaph on May 19th. He thanked Mr. Burt
and his Committee for the very fine evening they had
arranged for our enjoyment.
The ' bombshell' of the evening was dropped by
Mrs. Spinner, when she suggested Colonel Findlay
might give consideration to the formation of a ' ladies '
branch of the Association. At the same time she
pointed out the usefulness of such an organisation in
dealing with matters concerning women needing
assistance, and which men cannot very well undertake.
There is just as much comradeship amongst women
who have been in the regiment and those who have
left it las there is amongst the male members. As a
daughter of the regiment she earnestly asked the
proposal to be considered. These reinarks were
enthusiastically endorsed by those present. One
lady remarked ; " It will give us one or two nights out
a year." " Not at the Windsor Castle " replied her
husband.
.
 #
Miss Mary Jones sang some delightful songs, whilst
Mr. Peacock kept us in laughter with his comic
renderings. Both these artistes received much
applause for the way they entertained the assembly.
Tables being cleared, all turned in for a right merry
time of dancing, which was kept going without a break
till midnight. A pleasing feature and one that added
gaiety to the evening was the charming pretty dresses
worn, the varying colours making a perfect picture of
artistic blending. Grateful thanks are due to the
Commanding Officer and officers of the 2nd Battalion
for permitting the band to attend and play during the
evening. . Also to Bandmaster Hewitt—whom we were
all delighted to see in company with Mrs. Hewitt—
for the excellence of the programme and to the band
themselves for the way they played during the evening.
It was curious to note how shoulders went back with
a click directly the Regimental March was played.
I heard that Nobby Clarke got his shoulder blades in
such a knot that it took the combined efforts of Spud
and Erny Smith to get them back to normal.
"Balloons of many colours floundered about the
air;
Carnival caps and fans were also there.
But who enjoyed the fun the most—no one can
tell,
Yet tumour hath it—the name,Miss
"
I thought when I saw Mrs; TapseU doing the round
of the room it must be a long time , since she met so
many old friends, and I hope to see her again before
long. When one thinks of Mrs.Corney (who did not
wear her extra large medals she keeps on the mantel
piefce), Mrs. Smith, Mrs. 'Stone, Mrs. Enright, Mrs.
Spinner, Mrs. Carter and scores of others, not forgetting
Lady LyndenBell and her daughter, surely a ' ladies
branch is much needed.

We all very much regretted the time passed so
quickly. When the General was about to leave, he was
' collared ' and chaired round and round the room to
the tune of ' For he's a jolly good fellow ' and it showed
our real feelings towards him. When one lives in the
days of agitation and uncertainty, it is grand to know
and be able to say " Here's a man who is loved by all
and whom we are proud to have served under." The
words the General uttered when he was about to leave,
" God bless you all " touched us very much.
With
lusty cheers for Lady LyndenBell, his daughter and
himself, he disappeared into the streets of a starlit
London night, en route for Sevenoaks. The following
were among those who attended the. festival:—
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur and Lady LyndenBell,
Miss LyndenBell, Colonel and Mrs. Findlay, Lt.
Colonel and Mrs. Crookenden, Major and Mrs. Guy
Lee, Major Keown (7th Bn.), Capt. and Mrs. Carter,
Mr. E. Carter, Miss K. Carter, Capt. and Mrs. Corney,
Mr. R. Corney, Miss Corney, Capt. and Mrs. Stone,
Capt. E. Smith, Miss Smith, Capt. and Mrs. Enright,
Miss Enright, Mrs. Spinner (nee Miss D. Carter), Mr.
and Mrs. Ainge, Mr. and Mrs. Burt, Miss Burt, Messrs.
Turner, King, LyndenBell, Davies and Knocker, Band
Master and Mrs. Hewitt, Miss Hewitt, R.S.M. and Mrs.
Vaughan, R.S.M. and Mrs. Verlander, Mr. Buckley,
Mr. and Mrs. Dalton, Mr. and Mrs. Tapsell, Mr. and
Mrs. Denny, Mr. and Mrs. Blacker, Miss Blacker, Mr.
Harrison, Mr. Polkinghouse, S.S.M. and Mrs. L. V.
Carter, Miss (Pat) Carter, Mr. Veal, Mr. Poulton, Mr.
and Mrs. Francis, Mr. Peacock, Mr. Lancaster and
friend, Mr. and Mrs. Warren, Mr. and Mrs. (Ted) Lamb,
The Misses K. and I. Lamb, Mr. Heiron, Miss J ones,
Mr. Blaber, Mr. and Mrs. Rhodes, Mr. (Nobby) Clarke
and friends, Mr. and Mrs. (Bobby) Wittering, Miss
M. Wittering, Mr. T. Nanson, Dir. and Mrs. Debling,
Mr. A. J. Debling, Mr. and Mrs. Harrington, The Misses
F. and H. Chapman, Mr. and Mrs. (Spud) Austin, Mr.
Austin, Mr. Joyce (2), Mr. Taylor (2), Mr. Dixon (2).
A8hford Branch.
MONTHLY MEETING.

Speaking at the monthly meeting of the Past and
Present Buffs' Association, held at the Invicta Hotel,
Ashford, on Saturday, 10th March, MajorGeneral Sir
Arthur LyndenBell suggested that a ladies' branch of
the Association should be formed. It had been pointed
out that the ladies could do a lot for the Association
and perform duties which men could not. He asked
the members to think the matter over. .
Mr. Ades (Chairman) presided and Mr. G. Hopldns
was in the Vicechair. Messrs. J. E. King, J. Lance
field (Secretary) and F. Cowell (Assist. Secretary and
Area Representative) were among others present.
Sir Arthur LyndenBell expressed his disappointment
that the arrangements for obtaining the use of the
Ashford Drill Hall had fallen through. The project
of a club house being built appealed to him and he
said he Would do his best to bring it about. He was
also glad to see that interbranch games were played.
The question of facilities for the erection of a club
house for the branch was discussed, and it was decided
to 'send delegates to the meeting of the executive
committee with full particulars of the local conditions,
so that the matter might be thrashed out. Messrs.
L. J. Cole (Charing) and J. E. Giles (South Ashford)
were added to the committee.
A great feature of the evening was the splendid
harmony enjoyed, much amusement being caused when
Sir Arthur LyndenBell won the " booby"
competition—the prize being a Set of jugs, which he
returned to the branch for further competition.
Those who contributed to the singsong were
Messrs. C. J. Cole, P. S. Court, E. Morley, C. Davis,
C. Waghorne, T. Williams, D. Hammond, B. Clifford
and W. Hammond, with Mr. L. Keene at the piano.
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Dover Branch.
We had another nice gathering on the 1st March for our monthly
meeting at the Drill Hall, Marine Parade.
Major Poster took the Chair at about 8 p.m. and was supported by
Lieut. J. Sherwood.
On this occasion we varied the proceedings somewhat by
having our musical items alternately with business. It made a
pleasant change and Mr. and Mrs. Reader and Air. Etheridge
entertained us. However, encores have a habit of coming along and
taking the mind too far from the Agenda. They should not sing so
well ! tliaps all !
The Branch decided to send a letter of congratulation and thanks
to Capt. and Mrs. H. Lionel Smith who are leaving Dover. Also to
send a letter of thanks to Mr. Decort for his efforts on behalf of the
Brancli in kindly holding a whist drive in the Town Hall.
Mr. W. G. Mace was elected Captain of the Team to meet the
R.A.O.C. Association on the 10th March. Mr. F. Evans undertook to
take charge of the series of games with the Ashford Branch on the 17th
March.
A dance was proposed to be held in the Drill Hall, on the
28th March. Mr. G. Hogben, who is on the General Committee, kindly
consented to be M.C. The Entertainments Committee is to take
charge. This proposal was carried.
We may enter a team next winter in the Billiards Tournamet
in Dover, but the matter was only discussed, as also was the idea of
holding fortnightly Whist Drives.
Five new members joined up.
Mrs. Pootit kindly accompanied the songs on the piano.

SHOOTING MATCH.
SHOOTING MATCH—Past and Present Association The Buffs, Dover
Branch, and the R.A.O.C. Association.—This took place on the 10th
March at the Drill Hail and a snowstorm interfered somewhat with the
attendance no doubt. The Dover Brancli won by 8 points.
The following are the .scores :—
The Buffs.
R.A.O.C.
Mr. W. G. Mace
19 Mr. Smith
19
C.S.M. Wisdom
19 Mr. Richardson
19
C.S.M. Couchman
19 Mr. Bell
19
Mr. P. Stroud
18 Mr. Alland
18
Mr. W. G. Oliver
17 Mr. Rich
15
Lieut. J. Sherwood
17 Mr. A. C. Smith
15
Mr. V. Hallam
17 Mr. Tranter
15
Mr. A. Gilligan
16 Mr. Johnson
14
Mr. J. Joyner
13 Mr. Saltwell
13

Total ... 155

Total ... 147

Highest Possible Score : 20.

London Branch.
The Fourteenth Meeting of the above brancli was held at the
" Windsor Castle Hotel," on March 17th last, with Capt. J. E. Enright
in the Chair. The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., telephoned
his sincere regret at being prevented at the last minute, from attending
from attending the meeting, and giving Lady LyndonBell's and his
own best wishes for a happy gathering. A telegram was also received
expressing regret from Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E., who stated therein
that General Bainbridge, K.C.M.G., etc., would be present with the
Branch on " Cenotapli " day.
DEPOT CRICKET WEEK.—The Chairman stated he wanted this
year's assembly at Canterbury to be a record for the Association.
He wanted several charabancs to make the journey this year and any
member who wished could start at once paying for the journey by small
instalments. Not only would it fie good for us all, it would be good
for the regiment. For several charabancs to pass through the Kentish
Villages flying the " Dragon" would be a reminder to likely recruits
to join their "County" comrades and thus—be always at home,
ft is all very Splendid to have our little gatherings, but if you really
want to see the true " Buff" spirit—it is on the Sunday on which we
march to the Canterbury Cathedral. He asked all to loyally support
him this year.
MARCH TO THE CENOTAPH.—The Chairman spoke of the arrange
ments for the March and .laying of the wreath. It was proposed to
form a " bereaved" platoon, comprising " all" relatives of the
regiment's fallen, to lead tiie procession on May !9th next. The
wreath will be carried between one of the platoons with a Commanding
Officer's Escort and laid on the " Cenotaph " on behalf of the Regiment.
The procession will then wend its way to Westminster Abbey, entering
by the " NORTH " door and file past the tomb of the Unknown Warrior.
It is hoped to have tea at " Lyons " Corner House, at n cost of 1/9 per
head after which the Branch will adjourn to the "Windsor Castle"
for {lie usual monthly meeting. The procession will form up on the
Horse Guards Parade, at 3.10 p.m., May 19th.
MEETING NIGHTS.—The members were strongly opposed to either
the alteration of the usual meeting night to one meeting per quarter,
or to holding social functions on tlie 3rd Saturday in the month; It
was pointed out that the third Saturday had become a password and
moreover, they looked forward to that "one" Saturday as being
" theirs." The Chairman mentioned that next month's alteration
was absolutely unavoidable, but in future, no "socials" would be
fixed on a usual third Saturday.
DANCE AT LONDON IRISH DRIJ.I. HALE.—The Chairman stated that
the Entertainments Committee had arranged a dance through the kind
ness; of The London Irish Rifles, to take place at the Drill Hall, King's

Road, Chelsea, on April 21st next. Tickets, 1/6 single, or 2/6 double.
It was the only night which could lie hooked, and he felt certain the
branch would turn up in its usual strength and bring along its friends.
It was a means of helping to get a pound or two into the Brancli funds
which was badly needed.
SHOOTING.—The London Irish Rifles having placed at the disposal
of the Branch the use of the miniature range once a month, it was
decided a practice shoot should be held on March 23rd. A Team shoot
with the " Bulhan and Sourtern Civilian Rifle Club " has been arranged
for June.
" LADIES' NIGHT FESTIVAL."—A hearty vote of thanks was
accorded Mr. Burt and his committee for the success of " I.adies "
night.
At this point the meeting terminated and a telephone message was
received from Capt. FosterHall, asking the Chairman to bring the
members to the 8th Battalion .Social whicli was taking place a few
yards awav after their Annual Dinner. About 10 members went across
and spent" a thoroughly enjoyable couple of hours. We were pleased
to see the " London Branca" members of the 8th Battalion had
attended the dinner in force. Also Major GordonLindlev, M.C., Major
Young, M.C., Mickv Barton, Innes and many other old faces. It
was a kindlv thought of the 8th Battalion to ask us over to join them,
and I sincerely trust we shall see them eacli month at our meetings.
Several joined the Association on the SDot, thanks to the elTorts ol
Major Gordon Lindley, M.C. and Capt. FosterHall, who spoke of the
Association and requested all to join it.
The Brancli were heartily pleased to welcome home to the fold,
Capt. Rivers, who will be remembered as one of the first to have the
honour of receiving a commission in the 2nd Battalion on the outbreak
of war. Also Mr. Knight, who went out with the 2nd Battalion to the
South African War and served in "B" Company. We are glad to see
them looking so well.
J E.

Matters of Interest.
DIVISIONAL TRAINING.
Roughly the areas for divisional training this year
are :—
1ST DIVISION and 2ND DIVISION.
N. Surrey, Kent and Sussex boundaries ;
E. Southern Railway Uckfield—Lewes ;
S. The Coast.
W. Selsey, Chichester, Midhurst, Hasleraere.
3RD DIVISION.—
Salisbury Plain area.
4TH DIVISION.—
N. Sudbury—Ipswich ;
E. River Orwell—coast to ClactononSea.
S. Coast from Clacton—Brightlingsea—Byefleet
Channel—Peldon—Tolleshunt D'Arcy—Wickham
Bishops ;
W. Witham—Brain tree—Halstead—Sudbury.
Aldershot troops will carry out divisional training
from 3rd to 15th September and interdivisional
training from 18th to 20th September. 3rd Division
Division 10th to 22nd September. 4th Division 2nd
to 23rd September.
SPORTS CATALOGUE.
We have received a copy of the Summer catalogue
from the N.A.A.F.I. which seems to contain a very
complete list of all sports equipments ; and prices
appear reasonable.
Lower ICennington Lane where these goods can be
seen is somewhat " off the map," but it is presumed
the Institute authorities would be willing to send
supplies on approval.
We would once again suggest to the administration
the possible advantages would be to both purchasers
and sellers by introducing a mobile sports shop to visit
garrisons.
MACHINE GUNNER SKII.LATARMS BADGES.
A SkillatArms badge is to be awarded to the best
machine gunner, in Part II of the annual machine gun
course among the lancecorporals and troopers or
privates in each machine gun squadron, company or
platoon of the Regular and Territorial Armies.
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Correspondence.
MEMORIAL.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Sir,
I am enclosing a copy of the photograph of the
Memorial which stands in the grounds of the Church
adjoining the barrack road. It was erected by the
Warrant Officers and Sergeants of the Regiment and
has recently been repaired by the members of the
Sergeants' Mess at the Depot.
It seems to me that most of the Sergeants whose
names appear on the memorial died at a very early
age. Perhaps life in the Army was very strenuous in
those days.
Yours faithfully,
C. T. WOOD.
I also enclose a list of those to whom the memorial
was erected.
Inscription :—
The Buffs In Memoriam Erected by Warrant Officers and Sergeants of the Regiment.
Left facing.
Front.
Right facing.
Sgt. William Dobson, 1st Bn.,
Sgt. William Dillon, 2nd Bn.,
Sgt. James Furnish, 1st Bn.,
Died, Aug. 8th, 1881,
(1)
Died Feb. 9th, 1877,
(1)
Died Feb. 23rd, 1884,
(1)
Aged 35 years.
Aged 32 years.
Aged 42 years.
Clr.Sgt. John Hubbard, 3rd Bn.,
P.M. Sgt. John Jenkins, 4tli Bn.,
Sgt.Dr. Henry McConnell, 3rd Bn.
Died June 25th, 1882,
(2)
Died April 8th, 1S78,
(2)
Died March 8th, 1884,
(2)
Aged 50 years.
Aged 4 1 years.
Aged 43 years.
Sgt. William Meek, 1st Bn.,
Cr.Sgt. Nicholas Pine, 2nd Bn.,
B.M. Henry Quinn, 2nd Bn.,
Died March 5th, 1S83,
(3)
Died Dec. 25th, 1878,
(3)
Died Nov. 14th, 1884,
(3)
Aged 35 years.
Aged 45 years.
Aged 33 years.
O.M.Sgt. Alfred Johnson, 1st Bn., Sgt. Phillip Council, 2nd Bn.,
B.M. George Voller, 1st Bn.,
Died Aug. 14th, 1885,
(5)
Died May 6th, 1879,
(4)
Died April 9th, 1885,
(4)
Aged 36 years.
Aged 45 years.
Aged 41 years.
O.M. Sgt. Albert Gorely, 4th Bn.,
Sgt. I.uke Catrell, 1st Bn.,
Sgt. John Mayne, 1st Bn.,
Died Feb. 20th, 1884,
(6)
Died June 24th, 1885,
(5)
Died Feb. _19th, 1881,
(5)
Aged 49 years.
Aged 51 years.
Aged 47 years.
Q.M. Sgt. Thomas Ryan, 1st Bn.,
Sgt.Major F. A. Foley, 3rd Bn.,
Cr.Sgt. John Hilli'er, 4th Bn.,
Died Aug. 8th, 1883,
(4)
Died Nov. 24th, 1895,
(6)
Died May 16th, 1881,
(6)
Aged 38 years.
Aged 42 years.
Aged 49 years.
APPRECIATIONS.
To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
Please find
enclosed P.O. for my usual annual
supply of The Dragon. The reading of The Dragon
brings back old faces and memories and acts like a tonic
when one feels down in the dumps a bit in civilian life
after serving in such a famous old regiment.
I would like to congratulate Capt. Tuke on his short
story of Australia, very interesting and instructive for
any wouldbe emigrants that are not afraid of work.
I notice that the Sergeants' Mess, 1st Battalion, is
very quiet. Are they keeping their notes to issue an
annual ?
Hoping to read shortly that you have tipped the
beam at 5,000, believe me to be,
34 Sydney Road,
Waltham Cross,
Plerts.

Yours faithfully,
F. BARTON.

To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
Please receive enclosed cheque (15/), as my sub
scription to The Dragon for current year.
The Dragon is a tower of strength to the Regiment
and its worth to distant past members would be very
hard to estimate.
With my best wishes for its continued success.
I am,
Wylie House,
Yours sincerely,
Nornalup,
T. R. PRICE.
21st February, 1928.
W. Australia.
Dear Sir,
I am very sorry I have not sent my subscription
before, but I have been a bit " under the weather."
However, I am A.l again now and as long as I can find
the 8/ I shall always have The Dragon, to remind me
of the good old times I have spent in the good old
Buffs, second to none. I am,
Yours respectfully,
J. SMITH.

THE DRAGON
THE CALCUTTA CUP.

To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
I have read in The Times of 7th March
the following: " Rugby Football: The Calcutta Cup,"
in which.it explains its origin and history. It is a long
account and I will send the cutting should you wish
to give more detail.
However, this is to call to memory those who served
in the Buffs (1st Battalion) in 1874 and'75, the part it
took in Rugby Football at that time.
The Head Quarters of the Battalion from' Sitapur
and four companies on detachment at Benares arrived
in Calcutta early in 1874 (the year after the Calcutta
Football Club was started) and it. was decided to have
a Regimental Team and eventually in extremely muggy
and hot weather we started to play. In the following
year we played and beat Calcutta. The " try " that
won the match was made by Kekewich, who was one
of the backs, a Very fast runner and difficult to tackle.
The following, are the names of the Officers who played :
A. T. Lester (Harrow), A. E. Ommanney (Radley),
 G. W. Hind (Wellington), R. G. Kekewich (Marl
borough), G. H. ChippinkaJl and F. Venting. I regret
I am unable to remember the names of any other
Officers (if any) or the N.C.O.'s and men. Anyhow,
it was a great feather in our cap to beat the Calcutta
teams, composed of many public school men. I am
afraid I am one of the last left, so many of those
mentioned in The Times were our personal friends.
In conclusion I wish to add that in the cold weather
of 1875 we played and beat Calcutta at Cricket. My
old friend Spence was then playing at that time; a
very good fast bowler and batsman. I had the honour
of being Captain and only wish I could remember the
names of the Eleven; I can two : Ptes. Godwin and
Massy.
I am, yours truly,
A. E. OMMANNEY,
*

.

*

*

*

Brig.General.

General Sir A. LyndenBell writes:—
Dragon readers who are interested in Rugby
Football will probably have noticed an interesting
article on the origin of the Calcutta Cup on page 6 of
The Times of March 7th. For the benefit of those who
may have missed the article, we may mention that
" In the first place, the Cup can only be held by either
England or Scotland: no other country is eligible.
Secondly the fous et origo both of the Calcutta Club,
the donors of the Cup, and the Cup itself was the late
George Alexander James Rothney " who started the
Calcutta Football Club in November, 1872. " So
popular was the undertaking that the membership
soon numbered 139. The colours were red and white
in broad stripes and the theatre of the Club's exploits
was the Maidan, Fort William
" Rothney, in his
account of the Club's doings, records that their
keenness was in no way diminished in a temperature of
87 degrees in the shade and that their great rivals,
The Buffs, practised with the thermometer standing
at 100 degrees in the shade ! After flourishing for
several seasons, however, the introduction and spread
of lawn tennis and polo proved a strong counter
attraction and in 1878 it was thought advisable to
disband the Club. A troublesome point arose as to
what should be done with the funds 1 Various
suggestions were made and in the end Rothney got his
way with the result that " a handsome chased silver
loving Cup of Indian workmanship, the handles
representing snakes and the handle of the lid an
elephant, was purchased and presented to the Rugby
Union" for competition between England and
Scotland. The sequel to the story is interesting.
Rugby Football revived in Calcutta in 1885 and a new
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Calcutta Cup was started for competition between
teams in India. When the 1st Battalion arrived in
Dum Dum in 1889 this Cup had, in view of
three successive wins, become the property of the
Calcutta Football Club. In 1889 the 1st Battalion
played the latter and beat them and claimed, regardless
of the law of possession, the Calcutta Cup. The rial™
was naturally rejected, but Mr. Justice Macpherson,
formerly a great Rugger player and then a judge of
the Calcutta High Court, presented a new Calcutta
Cup. This was won by the 1st Battalion in 1892 and
1894. In the latter year the 1st Battalion team came
down from Jullendur to Calcutta (1,200 miles) to play
in the competition. It was intended to come down
to compete again in 1895, but unfortunately for Rugby
enthusiasts, when the football season came on, the 1st
Battalion was in Chitral and although the Rugby
team offered to march to the base unescorted, they
were not allowed to do so, and so ended for the time
the Regimental connection with the Calcutta Cup.
We hope, however, to hear before long that it is in
possesion of the 1st Battalion once more.
A.L.B.
THE CANADIAN BUFFS ASSOCIATION.

To The Editor, " The Dragon."
Dear Sir,
I enclose you herewith an account of a dinner of the
Canadian Buffs Association, held on the evening of
Friday, February 24th. We had a very pleasant
time indeed. I thought a line about this might interest
your readers.
Yours sincerely,
JOHN A. COOPER,
Lt.Col.,
Bn. Q.O.R.
*
* O.C.
* 5th* (Res.)IK
Members of the Canadian Buffs Association (198th
Battalion) renewed old acquaintances last night at their
annual reunion dinner held at the CarlsRite Hotel.
The function carried with it a special significance this
year, for it marked the 11th anniversary of the
battalion's departure from Toronto. Through the
courtesy of Col. John A. Cooper, the commanding
officer, a series of lantern slides depicting incidents
during the unit's training period were thrown upon
the screen. The veterans then had an opportunity of
seeing themselves as others saw them when they
marched away to the war eleven years ago.
In a brief address, Col. Cooper stated that although
his life.had been a fairly active one, it would have been
much less satisfactory to him had it not been for his
connection with the Canadian Buffs.
The speaker presented a silver dragon, the emblem
of the Buffs, to QuartermasterSergeant Bob Harrison,
and referred to a few things which they had in
common. In reply, Mr. Harrison told how he had
" put it over " the colonel on one or two occasions,
and gave some inside information on how rations and
supplies can he obtained under difficulties.
Major Bert Wemp, representing the City Council,
stated that there never was a time like the present
when the returned men of Canada should band them
selves together in one strong association to present to
Parliament their grievances.
At the conclusion of the banquet, the veterans
stood with bowed heads in a silent toast to their fallen
comrades. Lights were extinguished and the
trumpeter sounded " The Last Post."
Seated at the head table were: Col. J. A. Cooper,
Col. G. W. Watts, Mark H. Irish, Major E. M. Watts,
Major Bert Wemp, Rev. Harry Charters, Harry
Branscombe, R. S. Wilkinson, Major Geo. Grover,
Major F. W. Tidy, M.C., and Mel. Stevens. There
was an attendance of about 200 members.
(724, Toronto, Ont., Mail and Empire.)
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Round and About.

It would seem that I was a little
premature in my confident announce
'
ment last month that the winter had
definitely passed. No sooner were the words in print
than something in the nature of a " secondary trough "
or "a deep depression from Iceland" made itself
unpleasantly conspicuous. Were it not for the fact
that the weather helps me to start off these notes every
month I would eschew the perilous topic.
WEATHER
VAGARIES,



*

*

*

I was in a little: East coast town the
other day and witnessed the thrilling
spectacle of the launching of a Life
boat. It was only a practise affair,
but the absence of a ship in difficulties out at sea did
not deprive it of very much of its interest. We are
apt to take for granted many of our public services
and although we are periodically reminded that the
Royal National Lifeboat Institution is a voluntary
organisation which saves many lives every year, it is
not a very real business to those of us who live inland.
The sense of public service of lifeboat men is very
great and the magnificent way in which they handle
their boats in rough seas is worth going far to see.
*
*
*.
*
LONDON
There is no time of the year, in my
IN SPRING, opinion, in which London looks more
attractive than in the Spring. The
budding trees and the freshly painted houses, together
with the delicate light that suffuses the town, especially
in the late afternoon, makes one forget very easily the
clammy fogs of winter. It is a pity that foreign
visitors cannot all manage to be here in March and
April when everything—even the weather for the most
part—is at its best.
e
THE
LIFEBOAT
SERVICE.

*

*

*

*

Paradoxically, it may seem after the
preceding paragraph, I always get a
strong feeling of wanderlust at this time
of the year. I think of little French
provincial towns with warm sunshine and caf6s with
tables set on the pavement and novel sights and sounds.
Good as London is in the Spring, Paris is even better.
The Luxenburg Gardens on a Spring day may not be
as magnificent as those of Kensington, but I always
hanker after them about the time of micareme, when
all good Parisians break out for a day before resuming
the austerities of Lent.
THE
CALL OF
ABROAD.

*

*

*

*

AN
The announcement in The Morning
ENGAGEMENT. Post this week of the engagement of

Captain Roy Lancaster may not reach
the personalia columns of The Dragon in time for this
issue. I therefore filch the item of news for these notes
without compunction. Old 2nd Battalion people jvill
recall the diminutive officer who commanded "B"
Company for so long. To me "B" Company always
suggested a bantam company for not only was the
skipper lacking in inches, but so also was my old friend,
C.S.M. Stroud. It was under Captain Lancaster's
command that "B" Company carried out that very
successful raid on " Ferdy " trench near Barakli Dzuma
in the Struma Valley in December, 1916. Captain
Lancaster is now a Barrister and I feel sure many old
friends will join in congratulating him on his
engagement.
^
^
„
#
There is no more successful play now
To SEE.
running in London than " Young
Woodley" at The Savoy Theatre.
Apart even from the publicity given to the play by the
ban originally placed upon it by the Censor, it is likely
to be a long runner.
..

another vein " Hit the Deck' at the
; Iq
Hippodrome makes a capital entertainment.
PLAYS

There may be some people who haye
not read this great book by a French
man, Henri Barbussi. . It is unquestion
ably one of the classics of the war written by a man
who hates war and who served in the ranks of
the French Army. It is a grim book, but written
with amazing skill.
" UNDER
FIRE."

The Buffs Golfing Society.

U

THE SPRING MEETING.

P to and including Monday, March 26th, the
following had notified their intention of being
present at the Spring Meeting to be held at Littlestone
onSea on April 21st and 22nd

MajorGeneral Sir A. Lynden Bell.
Colonels Sir Theodore Bnnckman, Bart., J. Body
and W. H. Trevor.
,, _ , ,
Lt.Colonels F. Bradley Dyne and J. Crookenden. ,
Majors Eric Clarke, Guy Lee, B. H. Russell and
F" CaptSs H. H. C. Baird, S. Baker, J. VHitchcock,
George Jessel, H. de R. Morgan, Dampier Palmer and
T. R. Willows.
Lieutenants F. G. Crozier and A. J. D. Rose.
Messrs. R. M. Bourne, M. Creswick and
A H Good all.
The Hon. Secretary will be glad if others intending
to be present will notify him as soon as possible,
_
As will be seen later, the Society were the guests^ of
the Littlestone Golf Club in a very enjoyable inatch
on March 17th and all participating were: unanimous
in their praise of the course and the charm of .its
surroundings. During our Easter Meeting, and on the
day preceding it, the Society will .to all mtefnts
purposes be the sole possessors of this ideal spot go that
the meeting should be a particularly jolly one, and it
is hoped that many more, other than those whose names
are mentioned above, will be able to participate in it.

MEMBERSHIP.

A welcome is given to the following new members
whose enrolment has brought up tiie number who
have joined the Society since its inception to
one hundred and fiftytwo :
2ndLt. B. H. Craig, Lt. C. Haggard, 2ndLt. N.
Reeves, Capt. J. R. Willows, Capt. C. E. Wilson and
Mr. E. G. Parish.
MATCHES.

_

Both the War Office Golfing Society and the H.^
Eastern Command have unfortunately had to scratch
their matches for March 31st and May 17th
respectively. In place of the former, a match has been
arranged against the Staff College, so that the Society s
visit to the 2nd Battalion, to which so many are looking
forward, on March 31st and April 1st, will not suffer.
The following are the full results of the two matches
played during the past month.
v. LITTLESTONE GOLF CLUB.
Played 17th March. Lost by 7 matches to 5.

Littlestone Golf Club.
The Buffs.
0 Comm. A. C. Rusack (8 & 7)
H. F. Whitfield
0
R.
P.
Bendall (4 & 2)
Captain Kann ...
1 H. M. Bucknall
M. Creswick (1 up) ...
1
C.
Evans
Captain Terry (4 & 2)
0 Major R. B. Learoyd (2 & 1)
Colonel Trevor
0 N. Wilding Cole (3 & 2)
Lt.Col. F. BradleyDyne
0 D. Stephens, K.C. (3 & 1) ..
L. B. Watson
0
Captain G. Loup (4 & 2)
Maior Eric Clarke
Total ... 2,
Total ...
FOURSOMES.

1
1
0

.0

1

1
1

1
6

?

;;; ,J

Total ... 3

" Total ,v.. J

TOSSES

S!
Total

'

5

:

Total

7
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The 1st Battalion.
RIGADE Training at
B
Kheri was brought
to an abrupt conclusion

by heavy rain. At first all
seemed to promise well and
the battalion accomplished
the long eighteen miles
from
Rorkee
station
almost without a casualty.
Arriving at Roorkee early
on the morning of the 20th
January, after breakfasting
outside the station, whilst
the
train
was
being
unloaded, we started on our
trek. The
road
lead
through the neat cantonment, thence across
a big brick bridge guarded 011 each side by
great red couchant lions, and spanning a wide
canal. Passing through the outskirts of the
native city down a muddy track enclosed on
both sides by little kennels of shops with their
owners squatting inside amongst the untidy
arrangement of their wares, we at length came
out on a broad highway stretching with hardly
a bend for thirteen miles. It was a pleasant
road to march along for the surface was good
and not too hard and tall trees growing each
side give shelter from the sun. On the right
hand, about twenty miles away, could be
seen the Iiimalayen foothills rising abruptly
from the plain, and beyond them again reared
majestic peaks piling up range after range with
a white mantle of snow crowning the further
most. Our camp we found situated on a spit
of sandy soil near the shallow Solani river that
winds its way across a broad expanse of sandy
beach seeming to give one the impression that
the sea was just out of sight around the corner.
T h e B u f f s G o l f i n g S o c i e t y — Continued.
v. FOLKESTONE GOLF CLUB.
Played 19th March. Lost by 11 matches to 6.
The Buffs.
Capt. Kami (2 up)
Col. Trevor (halved)...
R. M. Bourne
I.t.Col. BradleyDyne
Capt. Turk (1 & 3) ...
Major Russell (halved)
W. C. Collins
A. W. Twyman
Brie.General MeDouall
Major Hickman
Major Collard
B. Kelsey (2 & 1)

1
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
1

Folkestone Colt Club.
P. R. Bladon
W. Lyne Smith (halved)
E. A. Estcourt (1 up)
A. Atkinson (3 & 2) ...
R. E. C. Hillman
J. W. Riddcll (halved)
F. Lock Whittaker (5 & 3) .
T. I,. Kendrick (5 & 3)
Capt. I,. A. Braddell (4 & 3)
F. C. Bright (4 cV 2) ...
A. Pain (5 & 4)
II. A. E. Roberts ...

Total

Total
FOURSOMES.

Kann and Trevor (5 & 4) ...
Bourne and BradlevDyne ...
Turk and Russell (2 up)
...
Collins and Twyman
...
MeDouall & H ickman (halved)
Kelsey and Collard

I
0
1
0
0
0

Total ... 2

Bladon and Lvue Smith
...
Estcourt and Atkinson (6 & 5)
Hillman and Riddell
Whittaker,. and Bright (4 & 3)
Braddell and Roberts (halved)
Pain and Kendrick (8 St 7) ...
Total

8
0
1
()
1
0
I
3

In fact, one would scarcely have been surprised
to hear the thunder of waves near by, or to
see the beach covered by the rising tide as
though it were some broad estuary. But
before long it was another thunder we heard,
as before many days were past great black
clouds gathered in the mountains and
eventually descended on us with the fury of
a massed bombardment. India, as far as the
Arm}' is concerned, is a country suffering from
the acutest financial
stringency, and that
means leaking tents. They all leaked, and if
the water could not find its way in through
the canvas then it came in through the
bottom. Then the temporary track leading
off the highroad became so bad that wheeled
transport could not use it. Working parties
had to go out and put straw and brushwood
down to try to make it hold, and com
munications were temporarily restored. Then
all the farmers, seeing a nice deep ditch
on each side of it, drained their fields into it,
so that again it was swamped. So for several
days we stayed in our dripping tents unable
to get on with any work and unable to move
out even if we would. Dreary days these,
for there is nothing more depressing than
sitting idly under dripping canvas and listening
hour after hour to the rain beating a ceaseless
tattoo overhead.
But in spite of this misfortune we were
able to get in about six days training and a
certain amount of shooting. Across the Solani
river the country rises in rugged, broken hills,
intersected by deep nullahs, and here we found
a fair number of partridges, a few peafowl and
an occasionaly jungle fowl. Panther were
reported in the neighliourhood, so Capt. Essell
persuaded a local shikari to tie up a goat and
spent half a night sitting up over the kill.
An hour or so after he returned, the panther
came and helped himself to the bleating meal.
One day three quarters of the Brigade
marched out about five miles and crossed the
Solani river by a bridge we had learnt to
know well by name for inavariably in every
scheme it was deemed to have been destroyed
by the skeleton enemy or ourselves. The
other quarter of the brigade, ably assisted
by what we considered extremely partial
umpires, then attempted to delay our advance
towards camp. In this exercise the Buffs
were acting as Advanced guard to the Brigade
and during the afternoon got quite a nice little
battle going against the intrepid rear guard of
the other side. In a perfect downpour of rain
we advanced until held up by ubiquitous
umpires who luridly " painted the picture "
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(that's quite the very latest expression,
although I dare say by now Aldershot has
thought of a new slogan for the spring, but if
we seem a little old fashioned, it must be
remembered that India notoriously lags always
a lap or two behind in military matters). As
twilight began rapidly to descend on us we
glanced anxiously at each other with the
same question 011 our lips. Were we to spend
a night out in this home from a home, or
would an armistice be arranged ? Our little
Assistant Surgeon came splashing down the
muddy road searching tirelessly for the
Brigadier and exclaiming at intervals to
whomsoever he might meet " If the Major
were here, or the Captain were here, he would
never permit this. I must find the Colonel
Commandant. My returns will go up!"
Whether he found the Brigadier or not
I cannot say, but presently, just as "D"
Company had carried out a sort of " forlorn
hope " attack 011 an adjacent ridge and found
no enemy on it, that most welcome sound of
all rang" out ; the Case Fire sounded and
was quickly reechoed down the line by every
bugler. Then came that still more welcome
call—
" There's 110 parade today, there's 110
parade today !
The Adjutant's got the belly ache, and the
Colonel's gone away !"
Like magic the road was soon crowded
with Buffs and Hyderabads, and Frontier
Force Rifles and " Skeleton " cavalry (no
reflection on the state of their horses) _ and
transport all crowding back to camp as quickly
as they could plod in such greasy going.
The sight of these troops making their way
back through the drenching rain along that
straight road with trees starting up like gaunt
posts on either side at regular intervals
reminded one irresistibly of Belgium and the
Poperinghe Road, and those long night
marches we used to do up to Ypres and beyond
ten years ago and more. But the star shells
and distant bursts of fire, and sudden rumble
and crash of a salvo of far flung shells were
lacking. And in this one could draw some
comfort, for at any rate we had our tents to
go to, even though they did leak worse than
any dugout. All that night the rain came
pelting down and the whole camp became
a quagmire. The next morning we received
an order to pack up and go while there yet was
time. So beneath a watery sun we struck
our tents and packed our kit, and loaded it all
on an endless stream of mules that came
pouring into camp ; and by the evening the
whole battalion, with the exception of a small
and unfortunate rear party, had gone. That

night we camped on high ground by a village
called FatehPur alongside the main road ;
and the next morning followed "A" and "B"
companies, who had gone the whole way the
day before, into Kheri. Two days later the
battalion was once again in Bareilly. How
delightful it was to be home again ! How
green and clean and almost English the place
seemed after so short an absence. Dear old
Bareilly ; after all there are worse places in
the world. But perhaps we never realised
before what a jolly good station it is.
" Roll on nn seven and five !"
Who has not heard that fervent hope
expressed ? Well, now there are many whose
seven has rolled on—some sooner than
expected—for a draft of premature reservists
go this week and will be in England before
these notes are printed. The whole battalion
will wish them good luck in " Civvy Street "
and will miss many familiar faces.
" Anyone today, SergeantMajor ?"
" Yes, Sir. Usual crowd !"
To take their places has come a large draft
from the 2nd Battalion and these, no doubt,
will soon settle into the ways of the Shiny and
learn to " pakaroo the sabchiz."
Amongst coming events are the annual
sports which are being held between March
5th and 10th. The results of this will finally
decide which company has won the Harris
Shield, but at present it is too early to even
guess who will finally come out on top, for so
far it is anybody's chance. Especially is this
the case this year, for the sports are being run
011 a wider basis, each company being debarred
from entering a particular competitor for more
than one event, and every race being run 011
the relay system. This will ensure a great
many more taking part, and it is thought,
should give a truer idea of the athletic ability
of each company.
On Thursday, 21st February, the inter
company crosscountry run is taking place.
Each company has to enter a team of 25, the
first 15 home to count. The results of this
race will be found elsewhere.
Bong before these notes are published,
Capt. and Mrs. HammondDavies will have
joined the battalion from the 4th battalion,
and Major Hamilton will have come with
a draft from Aldershot.
Since our return from camp, polo lias got
going well and now there are as many as
eleven officers playing, and several new ponies
have been bought. Early in March a^ local
handicap tournament for the Stubbs Cup is
being held. This will be a four chukka match,
but in order tp allow the one pony man to
compete, a team will only play two chukkas
a day. We hope to enter two teams. The
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The Ladies' Team in the Hockey Match.

newly arrived first battery R.A. are very
sportingly entering a team (for some of them
are beginners) whilst Staff and Departments
may raise another two, but certainly one.
The ground is now in perfect condition so the
tournament should be most interesting and will
undoubtedly tend to raise the standard of polo
in the station.
February 23rd (the day this has to catch
the mail) the annual Officers v. Sergeants
cricket match takes place. But an account
of this will have to stand over till next month.
Harris Shield CrossCountry Run, 1928.
The crosscountry run took place on Tuesday,
February 21st, over a well varied 4k mile course.
Grass, plough, woodland and water were all
encountered and these made a pleasant change from
the dull road races of Gibraltar.
Mr. Andrews started a large field of twentyfive
rimners per Company at 4.45 p.m. and from the outset
Pte. Marsh and Mr. Williams went ahead and
maintained tlieir positions until the end. In fact, two
hundred yards from home the two were neck and neck
and it was only by virtue of an extra sprint that Pte.
Marsh was able to force a naroow victory—a
magnificent finish.
Pte. Dale was third.
Of the company teams of twentyfive, the first
fifteen counted in the result and "A" Company
accomplished the magnificent feat of getting their
fifteen men home in the first
thirtythree runners.
They were thus easy winners with a score of 251
" F 23 " Company who, it is no slight to say, were
regarded only as an outside chance, did very well to
finish second with a score of 609. The final results
were :—
TEAM :
1. "A" Company
...
...
251
2. "E 23"
'
609
3. "D" Company
...
...
749
4. "C" Company
...
...
759

Ladies' v. Sergeants.
964
"B" Company
1,242
"E 14" Company
INDIVIDUAL :
1. Pte. Marsh, "D" Company.
2. Lt. Williams, "E 23 " Company.
3. Pte. Dale, "A" Company.
The winner's time was 25 minutes 18 sees.
The Indian Platoon race was held over the sacne
course a quarter of an hour after the Battalion race,
the winner being Sepoy Hoshyar Singh, who ran
extremely well, his time being only a few seconds less
than that of Pte. Marsh.
V.B.

S e r g e a n t s ' IVIess.
" Alexandra sighed for fresh worlds to conquer,"
but tlic powers that be in Bareilly sighed for fresh
ground on which to train and so on the 19th inst. the
Battalion left Bareilly for Roorkee, the first stage
towards our Brigade camp at Kheri. Sufficient has
already been said about the march, so I will omit the
details and get down to brass tacks.
On arrival at the camp we found that our worthy
caterer, Joe Goss, had erected and beautified our Mess
to such an extent that several were under the
impression that it was the officers' mess.
A very comfortable little show indeed and a dinner
to which we all did full justice after the crosscountry
walk that we had had to take in order to reach our
camp.
The following day we mainly occupied ourselves
with a general cleaning up and straightening process
and generally prepared for a really strenuous time at
training, but as will doubtless be explained elsewhere,
the weather proved very unkind and in consequence
we were only able to carry out about a sixth of the
schemes that we had prepared and had to evacuate
camp at very short notice. Owing to the quick move,
the Mess was disbanded—until we should all meet
again at Bareilly, but on arrival at Roorkee, on our
journey back, the members of the Royal Engineers
opened their Mess to us for messing and right royally
were we treated during the two full days that we were
held up at Rookee awaiting a train to take us back to
our station.
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We were able to get one game of Hockey there;
our hosts very kindly lent us the kit to play with and
in return we beat them to the tune of 5 goals to one.
It was in this match that " Old Soldier Clayton " made
such a, glorious reentrance to the realm of sport.
As. a winger he's the goods ! and it is quite on the
books that if he had not turned out for us we should
have been
one man short. Toby Farrow at centre
was our goalgetter, whilst Gibbo at back was a sight
for the gods.
A new speed king in the person of Freddie Faulkner
was discovered and even Taffy Morgan forgot his boils
and showed us a few turns of speed, especially during
the interval and at full time.
The war correspondent, W.O. Carrol, at centre
half, showed us how to nip if the enemy should get
too near ; whilst Georgie had them all blinded with
science and forgot that he had sore feet.
The best player on the field was easily the goalie
and if he had not been so interested in the view by
the refreshment table it is certain that no goals would
have been scored against us, but sad to relate he and
several others of the team seemed to be very interested
in the same view.
I wonder, what was the attraction over at that
spot ?. ?
During the interval, refreshments were served by
our hosts and Gihbo nearly put the whole of our team
out of mess by refusing to partake of a little liquid
refreshment, but we managed to survive until the
whistle went at full time and then the afore mentioned
offender made up for what he had missed by supping
the lot.
In the evening a Billiards tournament was arranged
against our friends and as the appended scores will
show, we were just lucky enough to run out winners
by one point.
The following evening the Sappers were good
enough to invite us to their dance and as we
were leaving for Bareilly the same evening, they also
offered to run us from the dance to the station
in motors in time to catch the train. We were unable
to accept their kind offer, however, and paraded to
leave Roorkee at 9 p.m. the same evening.
I wonder how many of us would have reached the
train in time that night if we had gone to the dance
and whether we would have felt like turning out at
6 a.m. the next morning ? Not many, I am afraid.
We finally left Roorkee in two trains at 1.30 and
2.15 a.m. respectively and finally arrived at Bareilly
at some hour in the forenoon and on arrival at the
Mess we found that some very thoughtful member
who had not been out to camp had arranged an
excellent breakfastcumlunch for the single members.
The member is still unnamed, but nevertheless
our thanks to him are many and we sincerely hope that
his cook did not spoil all his meals that day.
Since returning to Bareilly we have done nothing
in the way of entertainments; but we recommence
our weekly whist drives and dances shortly.
Our chief amusement since our return has been to
listen to Tug Hancock's rendering of a few tales from
home. Welcome to the Mess, Tug ! We have said it
before, but it looks well in print and is none the less
sincere by repetition. (Thanks, port and lemon).
Before going to camp and during the time we were
out there we saw Old Soldier Clayton searching
all over the place for something, but it appears that
at last he has found it
Its a boy and the puzzled
look has entirely disappeared from his njanly brow.

Congratulations Jock! Bearer, drinks round and
the Q.M.Sgt. Sahib will pay.
I am always wrong in anything I do so you will not
be surprised when I start to relate something that
happened before we went to camp now that I have
related all that happened during and after the show.
Our War correspondent W.O. (Edn) Carrol very
quietly flitted away for a spell of leave down at a place
called Bombay and whilst there had the audacity to
get married.
This so upset Tich Burville and Gibbo that they
decided to go to the Depot to get over the shock and
being accepted, the mess decided to hold a whist drive,
dance and social evening in which to bid farewell to
the two latter and to welcome Mrs. Carrol to the mess.
A very pleasant evening was spent and during the
interval both Gibbo and Tich received a small present
as a token of the esteem in which they are held by
their fellow members and Mr. and Mrs. Carrol received
a small present as a token of the esteem in which
an appropriate gift to mark the occasion of their
wedding.
Not being a benedict myself I cannot welcome the
latter to the ranks, but I must say that we shall miss
his learned discussions with Bill Waters at the dining
table.
Gibbo is still with us, but Burville is well on his
wgty to the Depot now. Our loss is the Depot's gain,
hut it does not alter the fact that we are very sorry
to lose Burville as he is a good sportsman in all
respects.
Gihbo might be with us still when these notes are
published, so I will not say anything concerning him
in case of accidents. I am a lover of peace
.mind
the razor!
I thought that I had finished these notes, but on
looking through battalion orders I find that Sgt. Truby
has been granted the Good Conduct Medal.
. Well done, Charlie! I also hear that Georgie
Barrel has got his " Rooty Gong."
Shades of Fermoy; I wonder what Snowey
Manning would say if he met Bob Galloway ? What
about a few tips to a youngster like me ?
RESULT OF BILLIARDS MATCH WITH THE ROYAL
ENGINEERS.

Royal Engineers.
S.M.I. Redman
C.S.M. Ray ...
C.S.M. Bowles
Sgt. Eade
Sgt. Sharpe ...
Sgt. Seaman ...
Total

Is/ Bn. The Buffs.
... 52
.. 85 R.S.M. Martin
.. 109 C.Q.M.S. Clayton ... 102
... 66
.. 62 C.S.M. Ransley
... 99
.. 88 Sgt. Meakin ...
C.S.M.
Farrow
...
104
.. 89
77
.. 66 B.M. Leach

... 499

Total*

... 500

8747.
"A" Company.
Whilst at camp, sport had to be somewhat
abandoned on account of the restricted area and the
state of the weather, but since our return we have
endeavoured to make up for lost time. Owing to the
prevalent rains the company, or rather the Rugby
players have taken full advantage of the state of the
ground and indulged in a couple of interesting games.
The first game was against a team selected from the
remainder of the Battalion (this now includes all
companies) and resulted in a win for "A" Company by
11—0 points. In,this game Parker opened up the
scoring by obtaining the first " try " and this was
ably converted by Gudgeon, Hodkin> .in dashing
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The Start of the
style, got us another three points and Mr. Foster
obtained for us the remainder of the score. Our next
match was again against a selection from the remainder
and the score finished up at 9—3 points for "A" Coy.
Here again Hodkin put in some good work arid
obtained for us two " trys." We were not successful
in converting tliem, but Mr. Foster made up for this
by scoring another three points. In the Rugby Shield
Competition we met "B" Coy. and after an interesting
game the score finished up in our favour, 6—0 points.
Crust and Hodkin gave us the score this time.
The team has now created a good impression and
all it needs now is to receive plenty of support from
the lads in the company. It is only a matter
of walking 150 yards and you can see all the fun of the
fair. Even if the actual Rugby does not interest you,
there is always a chance of seeing somebodv poke
their fingers in the Captain's eves or tear Mr. Foster's
" sideboards " off and then there's Diana. So don't
forget, lads ! roll up in the dozens and help to trample
" Bogey " Knight's grass down.
The interplatoon run in connection with the Lucas
Shield Competition took place recently and the results
are as follows: No. 3 Platoon first with 119 points,
No. 4 Platoon second with 160 points, No. 1 Platoon
third with 290 points and No. 2 Platoon with 321 points
last. This run was also for the purpose of deciding the
team which would represent the company in the Plarris
Shield run, which will be shortly taking place. No
doubt an account of the individual placing might be
of some interest to the readers at home : the first
man home was Pte. Dale, his time being 31 mins. 28
sees., the second was Cpl. Hudson in 31 mins. 45 sees,
and the third was " Recruit " Cornwall in 32 mins.
27 sees. The next nine were composed mostly of the
old hands and their order of finishing was as follows :
Crowhurst, Cpl. Bell, Burt, Perkins, West, Sovico,
Crust, Capt. L. M. S. Essell and Pte. Maunders. (I
had to shew twelve to give the Captain's position).
The course was about 4£ miles and it strictly adhered
to its name, i.e., it was all across country;' at times
I thought we were having the aquatic sports.
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>ss_~Country Run.
A draft has joined us recently and on behalf of the
company I'should like to give them a word of welcome.
May they soon settle down to our ways and have the
best of luck while they are with us. Furthermore,
may they be keen supporters of the sports field and
assist us to maintain our laurels.
Before concluding I should like to know the name
of the person who mistook the white sauce for
porridge and the name of the W.O. who took all
obstacles in his ' stride ' coming out of Kheri camp.
Now for the important news. Whilst at camp,
a terrible blunder was made ; I actually did a
QUARTERGUARD .
P.S.—Another book by H. Bell—" Kheri as a sea
side resort."
Machine Gun Platoon.
We are still very much alive and kicking up the dust cloud from
which we are notoriously inseparable, though just at present it might
be more appropriate to dispense with the said dust and substitute
something more watery in keeping with the inclement weather.
Our somewhat hectic sojourn at Kheri terminated on the 5th inst
in a sudden and drastic manner and an account of our adventures
there would incur the deepest sympathy of one, Noah, or the envy of
a habitual Channel Swimmer.
There were no casualties however, most of the Gunners being well
acquainted with Sea Voyages and apt wielders of the breast stroke,
etc. The deeds of heroism performed by the salvage party hi recover
ing the worldly goods of the victims were too numerous to mention.
It was with lighter hearts and unutterable relief that we commenced
our return journey to Bareilly, and on arriving, proceeded forthwith to
sort ourselves out " and remove such portions of the Kheri Land—
(and water) scape that remained with us. Our barracks assumed the
appearance of Fairy Castles and our "Coir Cases" the buoyancy of
air cushions. Needless to relate, they were not neglected in any way
by their owners during tiieir leisure hours.
After the intense activities and excitement of breaking various
speed records over rivers and ploughed fields, etc., at Kheri we find
things a little oil the quiet side here now.
The annual turnover of the Platoon is now taking place and on a
much larger scale than in previous years. Many of our old hands are
returning to their respective companies and their places are being
tilled by young hands. We are losing some good sportsmen and men
who have done well in keeping up the prestige of the Platoon. We
hope their successors will keep things up to the standard they are at
present and have a good time in doing so. A heart}' welcome
is extended to the new arrivals and to the old hands, good luck and a
happy and successful time wherever they may go in the execution of
their new duties.
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Whilst at Kheri Camp our Platoon Sergeant, Sergeant T. Ilurt,
left us to take up his new duties at the Machine Gun School, A limed
nagar. We wish him every success as also wc wish his successor,
Sergeant Parks.
Our intended activities in the sports field have been greatly reduced
and handicapped, by .the. inclement weather, the ground being more
suitable for aquatics than sports of a dryer variety. We hope, however.
that " King Sol" will favour us with his presence in the near future
and allow the coming Company Sports to be a success as we hope to
select sonic good teams and individuals to participate in the Harris
Shield Events that take place during March.

THIS MONTH'S LIMERICK.
There was a young gunner at Kheri
Suntanned and as brown as a Bheri,
Got caught out in a storm,
And felt so forlorn,
That he went to the " Wet " and got Mheri.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Did the inhabitants of No. I Tent put on weight at Kheri ?
Did they lose it again sprinting for " 3rds" ?
Who had daily swimming lessons in the Royal Navy ?
For information apply to " TAP TAP."
_
What are the old hands doing now ?
(See Y.H.U. Chap. .">, beets.
Where have all the little rooks gone ?
Are white rats fond of sports gear ?
Do the Gunners like bivouacing ?
" floods."

Ask "B" Company.
.
. ,,
Ask the survivors of the
, „
,,
" I,ANCKNAIK.

No. 3 Group, H.Q. Wing.
Here we are again ! once more back in Bareilly, after our adventure
in Kheri Camp on Brigade Training. The weather was delightful
for the lirst few davs, but after that it changed against us, and of course,
No 3 Group having the best two tents in Camp, were amongst the few
that were flooded out, but Grant and Snowey said it was a very close
iij"ht as they both were sweating. Yes, and I think a few more were
when they lifted their ground sheets at 11 p.m. on the night of the 3rd
February. Bid well's tent was a total wreck and they never even had
time to drop anchor for they eventually drifted to the Sergeants Mess
where they managed to drop anchor till the morning. Our Brigade
Commander paid us an early visit on the morning of the 4th and seeing
the condition we were in, and also the Camp, quickly decided that wc
should pack up and get away at once. We were in some mess, but ths
news was appreciated by all. Our journey back to Bareilly was a very
cold one, but in spite of all, everyone is A.l.
We have played several games in the sports line since our return.
At hockey we drew with the Signals, 1—1,; "B" Company, 2nd XI.,
"A" Companv 2nd XI and "C" Company 2nd XT. we rented 7—1,
7—o and 4—i respectively, so one can see our team is on the top of its
form. At football we beat the Signals 4—1 and the Drums we rented
8_0. This was a great shock for the drums as the last time they won
2—1, but they will have to hold their tails down now. Good old No.
3 Group.
There is at present a rumour of breaking up "H.Q." Wing, but one
can hardly think of breaking up snch a fine lot of lunatics as No. 3
Group. Ask our C.S.M.I.M.
Congratulations to Pte. Stroud on being awarded the L.C.G.C.
Medal; the next one on the roll is Tiny.
SYSTEM.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who gave No. 3 Group a farewell lecture before going to Camp ?
Is it necessary to pass the ball at Hockey ?
Who sorted "No. 3 Group out at Roorkic. or was it the reign of
terror ?
Arc oranges good for sore feet ? (Ask Percy).
Who was ordained King of Kheri whilst in the Q.M. lent ? (Mums
the word).

The Drums.
" Hurrah !" Camp is over and Kheri Camp is left miles behind.
Bareilly seemed like heaven after nearly three weeks of camp life and
everybody was glad of their old feather and Hip.
The drummers were acting as the enemy in the Battalion Training
and tliev had a fine officer over them in the person of I.ieut. DeL
Walters," >" fact, it was himself who won all the fights against
the Battalion.
You will see a few snaps of the enemy in the next issue of The Dragon,
Church parade in camp was the best we have ever had (" I mean in the
comical line") and a few extra drills were dished out next morning.
Still, now that camp is over everybody has settled down once more
and have started doing a bit of musical training.
Sport has started again and the drums began by losing their first two
footballl matches, but owing to playing two matches in one afternoon
and it raining hard, " well we could not expect to win, and after the first
game everyone of them was more or less tired out and not fit for the
second game. Never mind, play up Drums !
We welcome the draft from England and hope they have settled
down here. The boys have all joined the band and from what I have
seen of two or three of them, well, the band should have a jolly good
football team.

The Battalion is holding group crosscountry runs and instead of
seeing the Lads in the usual place, i.e., " BED," they are all out hunting
or fishing or something else ; anyway, there are a few vacant beds now.
We are holding a competition for the C.O.'s Bugle every month
and all I can say is, " Good luck to the winner."
J.W.E.
WE SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW
Who the fellow was in No. 3 Group, when their tent was
Hooded out, said : " the first man to leave this ship will be shot ?
Did lie think lie was on the boat bound for Blighty ?

" B " Company.
During Training "B" Compauv was well to the fore ; I suppose it
was because we were so good. Anyway, wc acquitted ourselves very
well although we were never in Reserve during the whole time ; never
theless, we put up a good show.
We were lucky enough, with "A" Company, to march into Roorkee
(about 16 miles) when the Battalion was ordered to move suddenly.
After scrambling through Hooded fields we eventually reached the
main road and arrived in Roorkee about 6 p.m.. after doing the march
very well and in good time. The remainder of the Battalion arrived
on Sundav (the next dav) and we were busy doing the necessary fatigues
on baggage, also getting ourselves dry. We were billeted in gun sheds.
It was quite a change to be in the drv after our swimming experiences
in Camp. The Cainp would have been excellent for passing out the
Yearly Swimming Test, but we left a little loo early, much to our
sorrow.
We held our Company Sports on Saturday, the 18th, and they were
good. Pte. Brawn did the 221) and 41(1 yards in very good time and
lie should make a very good runner with training. I am sorry that we
shall lose liim shortly on his discharge.
RESULTS.
100 YARDS FINALS.—1st, Dead Heat. Pte. Rose (No. 5 Platoon),
Pte. Lrn'lcy (8); 3rd, Pte. Elgie (15), 4th, Pte. Richards (5).
220 YARDS FINALS.—1st. Pte. Brawn (8); 2nd, Pte. Foreman (8) ;
3rd, Pte. Flisher.
440 YARDS FINALS.—1st, Pte. Brawn (8); 2nd, Dead Heat—L/Cpl.
Taylor (6) and Pte. Langley (8).
880 YARDS FINALS.—1st, L/Cpl. Taylor (6); 2nd, Pte. Langley (8);
3rd, Pte. Lennard (7); 4th, Pte. Barnden (5).
ONE MILE FINALS.—1st, L/Cpl. Taylor (6) ; 2nd, Pte. Woodhatch
(7); 3rd, L/Cpl. Boseley (6) ; 4tli, Pte. Kavanagh (8).
THREE MILES FINALS.—1st, Pte. Langley (8) ; 2nd, Pte. B. Moore
(6) ; 3rd, Pte. Peters (8) ; 4tli, L/Cpl. Boseley (6).
LONG JUMP FINALS.— 1st, Pie. Brawn, 19 ft 1 in. ; 2nd Pte. Foreman
(8), 18 ft. 7 in.; 3rd, Pte. Richards, 18 ft. 6 in.; 4th, Pte. Flisher,
17'ft. II in.
HIGH JUMP FINALS.—1st, Pte. Brawn, 4 ft. 9 in.; 2nd, Pte. Patterson
(6), 4 ft. 84 in.; 3rd, Pte. Richards, 4 ft. 8 m.
HURDLES.—1st, Pte. Foreman; 2nd, Pte. Flisher; 3rd, Pte.
B. Moore; 4th, Pte. Brawn.
PUTTING THE WEIGHT.—1st, Pte. Flisher, 28 ft. 10 in.; 2nd, Pte. Fore
man, 27 ft. 1 in.; 3rd, L/Cpl. Boseley, 26 ft. 10 in.
Pte. Foreman did a very good jump but was disqualified.
BAYONET FIGHTING.—We lost to "D" Company on the Team Leaders'
' fight off. Lieut. Fox beat L/Cpl. Pointer, 53.
Set Hodges, L/Sgt. Stace, Cpl. Hunt, L/Cpl. Followell have joined
the Company from the M.G. Platoon ; also L/Cpls. Crouch, Hudson,
Pointer, Ackhurst, KeweU and Smith from "D" Company, owing to our
shortage of N.C.O.'s.
Cpl Miles has proceeded to Belgauni on an Educational Course
and Cpl. Cook has returned to Roorkee for another holiday with the
Sappers and Miners.
Lieut. D. C. Coates is going on a Small Arms Course at Paehmari;
we hope he will get a "D."
The following go to the United Kingdom shortly :—Ptes. Baker,
Collev Morccroft, Tribe, Monaghan, Kavanagh, Humphreys, Belsom,
Porrier, Thorne, Gillis, Laccy and L/Cpl. Savage. We wish them the
best of luck in Civilian Life and hope they will put plenty of life in it.

A. 1.1*.

" C " Company.
and sound back in barracks, "thank God" did I hear some
one say, well I suppose most of them think so, even if they do not
say it.
We arrived in Camp on the evening of the 20tli and arc very pleased
to =ay not one of the Company fell out on the march. Probably they
were inspired by the words given to them previously, which were i—
" Now vou youngsters, remember you have not done a march like this
for some time. I do not want to see any of you fall out and be sick
during tlic training." Perhaps they remembered the words of the
CO" You cannot have botli feet off the ground at the same time,
and decided to try it. Some of them tried rather successfully at the
end, we imagine.
The manoeuvres were very interesting and too full of detail to be
related
Our " fluid" Companv Commander seemed to enjoy it,
perhaps his bed did not get wet. Anyway, we were pleased jo see lus
horse having an easy time. I.ieut. Walters joined the Intelligence
Section and invariably instead of helping our schemes, did his best to
frustrate them.
Safe
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Pte. Hover, Cpl. Hughes, Pte. Burden, Pte. Wead, Cpl. Robinson, Cpl. Coshall, Pte. Elliott.
Pte. Burt, Lieut. C. G. Gill, Capt. R. M. Webster, C.S.M. Williams, Cpl. Glazier.

" G " Company, 1st Battalion—TugofWar Team, 1928.
JointSjWinners with " A " Company Harris Shield.

Cpl. Coshall, Pte. Lillee, Pte. King, Cpl. Robinson, Pte. Goldsack, L/Cpl. Fuller, Pte. Kettell.
Pte. Cresswell, L/Cpl. Bartlett, C.S.M. Williams, Capt. R. M. Webster, Pte. Tugwell, Pie. Bishop.
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On Sunday morning, the 5th of February, nearly every tent was
flooded out, that is to say, the small ones, and nearly everyone's kit
was wet tlirough. The road leading from Camp to Fatelipur which
is on the Roorkee road, was under water. Hundreds of troops, our
own and natives, were engaged hi draining the road and cutting hay
and brushwood to render it passable.
The Battalion packed up, leaving a skeleton of "D" Company as
rear party, "A" and "B" Companies going direct to Roorkee. The
remainder inarched to Fatelipur and camped there for the night. We
started off next day at 9 a.m. from Fatelipur and arrived at the
Engineers' Barracks at Roorkee at about 4 p.m. We stayed here
until 9 p.m. on the 7th when we marched to the station. Our train
did not arrive until I a.m., eventually arriving at Bareilly at 10.30 a.m.
I have been asked to congratulate the only three full N.C.O.'s who did
both marches and the training, and also the men.
We welcome the men of the lastjoined draft who have come to our
Company ; may they assist to keep up our reputation as sportsmen
and soldiers.
We held our Company Sports ou 15th and 16th of February in
order to find our representatives for the Harris Shield Sports. We
saw some very good running, but the entries were net so good as they
might have been. The Sports were very well organised and in some
cases there were some very good times. The winners and runnersup
in the various events were :—
100 YARDS.

(I) Cpl. Hughes; (2) L/Cpl. Ilcauchamp.

220 YARDS.

(1) L/Cpl. Bartlett; (2) Cpl. Hughes.

440 YARDS.

(1) I,/Cpl. Bartlett; (2) Pte. Hover.

880 YARDS.

(1) Lieut. Walters ; (2) Pte. Channell.

ONE MILE.

(1) Pte. Chanell; (2) Lieut. Walters.

THREE MILES.

(1) Pte. Heaseman ; (2) Pte. Channell.

PUTTING THE SHOT.

(I) Pte. Jordan ; (2) Pte. Woods.

HURDLES.

(1) Cpl. Coshall; (2) Pte. Goldsack.

LONG JUMP.

(1) Pte. Hover; (2) L/Cpl. Bartlett.

HIGH JUMP.

(1) Lieut. Walters; (2) L/Cpl. Bartlett.
We iiave had no other sport this month. We should like to
congratulate Cpl. Glazier ou passing in French for the Special
Certificate, " II n'y rien de tel que."
Q.E.D.

" D " Company.
" Rocked in the cradle of the deep " and " throw out the lifeline "
were our thoughts during the experiences we have been passing through
when living in our flooded camp. One reads in the " Blighty " papers
during the past month of several citiesand towns that have been flooded
also and can fully sympathise with the occupants of those areas after
our recent experience.
Our worst sufferers were " Badger " Cook
and iiis merry crowd. The limit was reached when " Badger" woke
up to find himself floating out of his tent, the others having sailed before
him. However, he found them all again in drier tents, i.e., the Wet
and Dry Canteen ones. At any rate, they were both " dry " tents at
that time of night.
Of our experiences during Battalion Training and the one day's
Brigade Training there is little to relate, except that we learnt a good
deal which we hope to remember next year. We finished up with a
most gallant attack on the last day, with spirits undaunted by foul
weather.
We left one officer and fiftythree other ranks as a rear party to clear
camp and rumour has it that they worked like Trojans. The remainder
of us, after a short stay at Roorkee, returned to Bareilly.

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES.
We were greeted to the plains by a new draft fresh from Blighty.
The following N.C.O.'s and Men were posted to this Company and
Platoons as shewn and we extend to them a hearty welcome, wishing
them a pleasant stay with the old ship :—
Sgt. Hancock to 15 Platoon : Ptes. Addy, Fagg and Lingham to
13 Platoon; Ptes. Adams and Crampton to 14 Platoon; Ptes.
Arnold, Hope, Campbell, Donlcvey, Price and Hare to 15 Platoon.
DEPARTURES.—The Premature Reserve. The N.C.O.'s and Men
ou the Premature Reserve list which lias previously been published,
leave the Company on the 24tli instant and embark on the 28th ou
H.M.T. Xcuralia en route for Blighty and Civvy street. We wish them
all the best of luck and assure them that we shall always welcome
news from any of them. We also hope that " Tishy's " dreams and
expectations will come true.
APPOINTMENTS.—The following were appointed unpaid Lance
Corporals during the latter part of January :—Ptes. Oliver, Ward and
Rowntree. We offer them hearty congratulations oil gaining the
yard of tripe stage.
INTERCOMPANY AND PLATOON TRANSFERS.—L/Cpl. Ward from 13
to 14 Platoon ; L/Cpl. Oliver from 14 to 13 Platoon ; L/Cpl. Rowntree
from 15 to 16 Platoon. These transfers took place on their being
appointed. A change is as good as a rest as the saying goes and all
platoons concerned extend to them a hearty welcome.

Handy Cattle at Bareilly.
As we go to press we learn that several of the lads are leaving the
company bound for "H.Q." Wing in the following duties
Young
Classes,'M.G.'s, Signallers and Drummers. We also learn that several
of tlie old hands, M.G.'s, are returning to duty as the/transfers have not
yet been completed. I will leave the publishing of the full list for the
next issue when all particulars will no doubt be to hand. I must
however, add that although we regret losing the former we extend to
the latter a hearty welcome.
Sgt. F. Baker and Cpl. J. Redman have been transferred to the
M.G.'s on probation. We shall be sorry to have to lose these N.C.O.'s
who have been with the old ship for a long time.

SPORTS.
The Harris Shield list is unavoidably held over until next month
as during the rush of the recent Wet Adventure my notes have been
washed awav. However, I hope to be able to bring them up to date
next month.
We have not been able to do much in the sporting line this month,
but hope to be in full swing shortly.
Since returning to the plains we have had two trial crosscountry
runs and two practice games of rugby. In the former our leading
lights, as usual, shone, although Mary gave us a shock, whilst in the
latter events, although several chucked their weight about a bit, uo tabs
are missing. That, I think, concludes my notes for this month so I
will now pipe down, hoping mv readers will take into consideration the
busy month we have had when criticizing this washedout effort.
THE USUAL SCRIBE.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who gave the " Wallah " five chips for sandwiches and what change
did he get ?
, ... ,
If Legit could tell us whether it was a repetition of the botuea
beer stunt ?
..
,
.
Who was the pukka passenger on training and did lus boots nee i
restudding ?
,, ,
,
What did the partv at Bareilly do ? Could Yggip tell us .
Who passed the remark : "I dou't know how you people have
the energy to talk any more." ?
Who was the Company Orderly Sergeant who gave out the order
" Company to pay for " Blue Lamps " ? Ask Gibbo.
How are " Doily's " poor old feet ?
Does Percy limp ?
And did F.A. Legit ?
.
Are Lipp/s feet very sore after Klieri Camp or was it a case of
" I saw you at Bareilly, was you there ? "
Who replied when asked His height: ' About 8 or 9 feet.
Ask
Dripping.
. ,
.
, ,
What had lie been putting m lus boots .'
,
Has a marriage been arranged between him and
footing t '.
Hence the making of tlie aprons for sewing practice ?
What is the colour of " Cutlets " eyes ?
_
Will the Company's TugofWar team pull off in tlie platoon com
petition ? Ask Dougliie.
.
, .
What will Grub do with lus white mice when he gets m H.Q.
Wing ?
Also Dripping with scraped brushes ?

HEARD AROUND THE BUNGALOW.
Pte. to Native : " Don't make those boots dirty, you Irish Ape."
Has the same private long enough to do to learu the differenc
between a native and au Irish ape ?

HEARD AT SCHOOL.
Instructor : " What tree does the coconut grow on ? "
Private: " Popular trees, Corporal."
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disappointing to our trainer
Mr. Caswell, as he had
worked very hard with the team. Sgt. Beale
was unable to fight, having spent a month in
hospital with a bad spine.
However, to counteract this, our Cross
Country Running Team put up a magnificent
show in the Aldershot Command Champion
ships, finishing fourth out of nineteen teams.
We were only 23 points behind the 3rd team.
This qualifies us for the Army Championship.
C.O.M.S. Onglev has worked wonders with the
team and we wish them all the very best of
luck in the Final. Nearly all the men running
are young and will be available next season.
On Monday, the 15th, an old competition
was revived, namely the InterPlatoon run for
the R.A.T.A. Shield. No. 4 Group, H.O.
Wing (Band and Drums) won this. They
certainly had more men to pick from than the
average platoon, but still it was a great effort.
Another outstanding event of the month
was the victory by S points to 3 points of the
Battalion Rugger Team. This was an away
match against the R.A.O.C., Brarnley.
I think I am correct in saying that this is our
first victory since the Battalion came back
to England. We were very pleased to see an
Old Buff watching the game. This was Sgt.
Wilkins, late of "D" Coy.
The Point to Point season is now starting
and we have a few people riding in several.
On April 4th we have got a team race with the
Norfolks at the R.E. Point to Point. We
hope to avenge our last year's defeat.
On March 7th Major Hamilton left us with
a draft for the 1st Battalion. We are all very
sorry at losing him, as he will be a great loss
to this Battalion. We wish him a good voyage
and a quick return.
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Battalion.
Major Field has just left us to take over the
Command of the Depot. No doubt he will
keep in touch with us from there.
We welcome to the Battalion Messrs.
Connolly and Reeves, and hope that they will
settle down and like their new home.
Association Football.
March has seen the end of our Command League
activities for the present season. During the month
we have played two Senior League matches and one
Junior League match. In the Senior League one
match was won. and one lost and the J imiors won
their match.
A.C. SENIOR LEAGUE V. 2ND D.C.L.I.
Won 2—1. We particularly wanted to win this
match as the D.C.L.I, had previously beaten us in the
League.
It was a delightful match to watch and played in
the very best of spirit. There were about three
hundred spectators.
A.C. SENIOR LEAGUE V. 2ND K.R.R.C.
Lost, 8—1. Truly an enormous score. We had
previously beaten this team iu the League and had
very high hopes of again winning.
The Rifles played a wonderful game and deserved
to win, but not by 8 goals.
We unfortunately had our goalkeeper and left
half badly hurt in the first 15 mins. when we were
leading 1—0 and the necessary reshuffling of the team
weakened the side. We hope for better times next
year.
A.C. JUNIOR LEAGUE V. 3RD LIGHT BDE. R.A.
Won, 3—2. This was a very good result^ as the
Juniors were beaten before by the R.A. We have
some very useful players iu the Juniors, some of whom
will undoubtedly find places in the Senior team next
5'ear.
Sergeants' Mess.
During the mouth of February we have carried out
our fortnightly Whist Drives and Dances, which have
been well'attended, as usual. Owing to lack of time,
I have not been able to get the results to publish ; but
anyway, a continuous reporting of winners aud runners
up of Whist Drives is boring reading matter, so I will
confine myself in saying that everybody attending
them have enjoyed themselves. Now that March is
here I expect that our Whist Drives and Dances will
soon be finished with until about next October, as the
winter months are usually devoted to that class of
recreation.
I suppose our thoughts will shortly be turning to
Tennis, and we hope that our team will be able to do
better this coming season. Although we have lost
a couple of good players iu C.O.M.S. Taylor to the
Depot and C.Q.M.S. Austen to pension, we still have
a few Tennis stalwarts who may pull the ' fat out of the
fire.'
I know personally that ICOSTR can use a racquet
pretty well, and undoubtedly there are several others
who do not shew their faces on a Tennis Court who
have a working knowledge of the game.
Another game that has caught ou iu the Mess during
recent times is a card game called " Euchre." Our
R.S.M. is very enthusiastic about this game, together
with such notabilities as the Bandmaster and Orderly
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Room Q.M.S. Some of our members have become so
proficient in the game that a " Euchre " Tournament
was played against the Sergeants' Mess of the 2nd
Norfolks, but I have been unable so far to trace the
result.
We all offer our congratulations to the following on
the promotion as shewn :—
Sgt. Fawcettto C.Q.M.S.; L/Sgt. Field and L/Sgt.
Trice to Sergeant; and we welcome to the Mess, Curms
and Gillett on their appointment to LanceSergeant.
May their full rank come to them very shortly.
Tommy Tutt, a ' Gugnunc ' King, is shortly leaving
us to go to the Depot for a tour of Duty. It
is rumoured that there is a catch iu this somewhere,
as Canterbury is the home of Tommy's fathers.
Being already late with this effusion, and having
no more spare time in which to think of any more
news, I will soon have to close. Before I do so, how
ever, I must mention that the Billiard Cup was
presented to the Winner, C.S.M. Coaster, on Monday,
5th March, which was received with a very short
speech, the gist of which was " I hope some one else
will win it next year." The Cup was duly passed
round for inspection of its contents, the runnerup in
the tournament (Sgt.Drm. O'Dell) being the first to
inspect it, and he duly pronounced it as being fit. In
fact he made a remark about it being too fit for him.
Our worthy friend Jimmy Slender has now been
discharged, but as he is employed as Officers' Mess
Steward at the Depot, we shall not lose touch with him.
There being no further news, " S.M.2." will now
close down.

gS In the first instance it was to try and revive a sport which has
fallen to a low state in recent years in this battalion. About five or
six years ago the battalion were wellknown for their crosscountry
running during their stay in India and Mesopotamia. In fact the
team of which I was in charge were never beaten, the only defeat
suffered being once disqualified.
The First Battalion have also had a good record, winning the Army
Championship in 1920.
Many of us knew that the men existed in the battalion that could
help to get this record back and these runs have helped us to find them.
We were able to select the best Company for the InterCompany
Command Run with which I will deal later. It has also helped In the
selection of a battalion team. You will hear more of this team later.
It has ensured that the greater part of the battalion have at least taken
part in one day's sport during the week.
The result of the sixth run was as follows :— '
Order of Finishing(1) L/Cpl. Trinkwon, "C" Coy.; (2) L/Cpl.
Spence, "C" Coy.; (3) Pte. Abbott, "H.Q.B." ; (4) Pte. Lewis, "C"
Coy. ; (5) Pte. Walton, "H.Q.B." ; (6) Pte. Frost, "C" Coy.; (7)
Pte. Divers, "H.Q.B/' ; (8) Pte. Stevens, "A" Coy.; (9) Cpl.
Handscomb, "C" Coy.; (10) Pte. Knight, "D" Coy.; (11) Pte.
Marsh, "C" Coy.; (12) Pte. Burgess, "C" Coy. 
Result by Companies:—
V
(1) "C" Coy., 772% of total points ; (2) "H.Q.B.", 603% of
total points; (3) "B" Coy., 539% of total points; (4) "H.Q.A."
515% of total pooints ; (5) "A" Coy., 44% of total points; (6) "D"
Coy., 42 9% of total points.
Final Result:—
(1) "C" Coy., 7585%, 3 points towards Athletic Shield; (2)
"H.Q.B." Group, 61 63%, 2 points towards Athletic Shield ; (3) "A"
Company, 51*7%, 1 point towards Athletic Shield; (4) "H.Q.A."
Group, 5068% ; (5) "B" Coy., 49 83%; (6) "D" Coy., 4483%.
Individual Results:—
9 pts. ... 1'5 pts.
1. L/Cpl. Trinkwon:
3, 2, 1, 1, 1, 1
Average.
15 pts. ... 25 pts.
2./L/Cpl. Spence:
2,3,3,3,2,2
15 pts. ... 2*5 pts.
\Pte. Walton ;
1, 1, 2, 2, 4, 5
32 pts. ... 5*3 pts.
4. Pte. Lewis :
8, 9, 4, 4, 3, 4
42 pts. ... 70 pts.
5. / Cpl. Handscomb :
6, 8, 7, 5, 7, 9
THE GUGNUNC EXPERT.
42
pts. ... 7'0 pts.
\Pte. Divers:
11,6,5,7,6,7
"C" Company represented the battalion in the InterCompany
Command Championship on February 14th and came in 8th in the
Command as stated in the last issue of The Dragon.
'OrossOountry Running.
I propose to give a few details of this run.
The team commenced regular training about a fortnight before the
In continuation of our series of six runs, the battalion held the
run took place. As anyone connected with running knows, this was
fourth run on Wednesday, 15th February. The runners were sent
much to late to be able to get the best out of the team. Next year
on their way by Major Guy Lee, D.S.O., M.C., who acted as starter.
I hope to be able to select the Company Team about October
Four hundred and twentynine runners commenced the run. The
and
commence training then; send the team on leave at Christmas
course was the same as for the previous runs. It was rather heavy
and continue to train till February. By this system I promise a better
running, with a fairly strong cold wind blowing. The greater part of
position
next year.
the field were timed in.
It was really a very fine effort on the part of "C" Company, as not
The result of the run was as follows :—
only
were
there twenty units represented, but some of these were the
Order of Finishing:—(1) L/Cpl. Trinkwon, "C" Coy.; (2) Pte.
finalists of their groups of 8 and 12 teams in outlying stations, such as
Walton, "H.Q.B."; (3) L/Cpl. Spence, "C" Coy.; (4) Pte. Lewis,
Bordon,
Blackdown,
etc.
"C" Coy.; (5) Cpl. Handscomb, "C" Coy.; (6) Pte. Frost, "C" Coy.;
The run commenced in the rear of the Wellington Monument and
(7) Pte. Divers, "H.Q.B." ; (8) Pte. Abbott, "H.Q.B." ; (9) Pte.
the
field
ran
via
Jubilee
Hill, the Bourley camping grounds and up over
Burgess, "C" Coy.; (10) Pte. Knight, "D" Coy.; (11) Pte. Braid
the racecourse to the Foresters Inn, returning past Cocked Hat Wood
wood, "C" Coy.; (12) Pte. Marsh, "C" Coy.
and
Eelmoor
Hill,
the
finish
being on Rushmoor Arena—just over five
It will be noticed that a few new names begin to appear in the first
miles. The team placings were :—
twelve of the Battalion. Everyone should strive to get his name in
(1)
"H.Q."
Coy.,
2nd
N.
Staffords, 221 ; (2) 2nd D.C.L.I.'s, 277:
the first twelve.
(3) 2nd E. Yorks., 412; (4) 2nd R. Tank Corps, 456; (5) 2nd
Result by Companies :—
Norfolks,
554;
(6)
M.G.
Coy.,
N. Staffords, 640; (7) 1st Yorks. &
(1) "C" Coy. with 87*8% of possible points ; (2) "H.Q.B." Group
Lanes.,'657; (8) "C" Coy., 2nd Buffs, 704; (9) 1st R.U.R., 706;
With 67'4% of possible points; (3) "H.Q.A." with 63% of possible
(10)
"B"
Coy.,
R.A.M.C.,
784
;
(11) 1st R. Sussex, 806 ; (12) Royal
points; (4) "A" and "B" Coys. with 57% of possible points; (6)
Engineers, 922; (13) 2nd Div. Signals, 1,009; (14) 1st Div. Signals,
"D" Coy. with 53'3% of possible points.
1,158; (15) 2nd K.S.L.I., 1,208; (16) 1st King's Own Regt., 1,400;
The fifth run of the series was held on Monday, 20th March. The
(17) 2nd K.R.R.C., 142; (18) 1st Grenadier Guards, 1,421 ; (19)
run was started by the Commanding Officer on this occasion. About
1st Seaforth, 1568 ; (20) R.A.S.C., 2,065.
375 runners competed. This was less than the previous runs owing to
Order of Finishing by "C" Company :—
the Machine Gunners being on the range.
(30) Pte. Lewis; (31) L/Cpl. Trinkwon; (42) L/Cpl. Spence;
There was a good race for the lower individual places, there only
(58) Cpl. Handscomb; (63) Pte. Frost; (77) Pte. Braidwood;
being one more run to be held, and several competitors being in need
(121) Pte. Garrett; (128) Pte. Burgess; (144)Pte. Drewett.
of some lower points to bring their average down, especially Cpl.
Our next event and most important of all, was the Command
Stocken. Although Lieut. Robertson was nearly on this occasion.
InterUnit Team Championship, held on March 6th, commencing
The result of the run was as follows :—
almost at the same place as the Company Run. The field then ran
Order of Finishing
(1) L/Cpl. Trinkwon, "C" Coy.; (2) L/Cpl.
round Long Hillon to the far side of the race course, round the Foresters
Spence, "C" Coy.; (3) Pte. Lewis, "C"' Coy.; (4) Pte. Walton,
Arms and back across country to Norris Bridge, bearing slightly left,
"H.Q.B." ; (5) Pte. Frost, "C" Coy.; (6) Pte. Divers, "H.Q.B." :
f
down the far side of Ivy Farm to Peartree Cottages, back to Cove
(7) Cpl. Handscomb, "C" Coy.; (8) 2ndLieut. R. F. Parry, "A'
Reservoir, across Cove Common to Cloycart Bridge, on to Rushmoor
Cpy.; (9) Pte. Burgess, "C" Coy.; (10) Pte. Marsh, "C" Coy.; (II)
Arena. A nice seven miles of good heavy country, fit to test the most
Pte. Gainey, "B" Coy.; (12) Pte. Knight, "D" Coy.
seasoned runner. It is a credit to our team that every man finished
Result by Companies:—
the course, and in a good place. Now for a little about the team.
(1) "C" Coy. with 844% of possible points ; (2) "H.Q.A." with
The team did not commence their training until about three weeks
ible points;
before the run was due. Various reasons caused this delay. We
_ Coy. with
should certainly have known better, having gained experience last year
A /O WA J/WM4I#AV
F \VJ A/ VWJ. VTAUA WV V /Q VF possible points.
in this Command.' Then we did try to get going, but somehow, could
The sixth and last of the series of these runs was held on Monday,
not; next year we start in October. 
27th February.
A few members of the team are in about their third year of running,
The Commanding Officer again started the run, which was about
a fewIn the second year, but mostly the first year. This is all to our
the largest entry of all, 443 runners starting. The course was the same
advantage, as next year, having had this year's experience and being
as for the previous runs.
older and stronger I promise they will give a good account of themselves.
Before giving the result of this run and the final positions of
It is a wellbalanced team, but just a little too far back. The conditions
individuals and companies, I should like to dwell briefly on the object
of thi> ruti3.
are15 to run, 12 to score.

ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL.—REGIMENTAL TEAM.

Back Row .Pte. Garrett ; Dr. Gosling ; L/Cpl. Sanders ; L/Cpl. Goatley ; L/Cpl. Spence ; L/Cpl. Mullinger.
Front Row :—L/Cpl. Coade ; Sgt. Sidwell ; Lieut. & Qr.Mr. Dare ; Lieut. J. King ; L/Sgt. Tutt.
Sitting :—L/Cpl. Bowyer ; Pte. Marsdeu.
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When I say that the battalion finished fourth in this Championship
I am sure all will agree that they have made a sp" »npr yenwnt

on their previous results. Last year they did not complete the course.
Then again, in December, 1927 wc ran in a Group Run for our brigade
and were fifth or next to last. Wc turned the tables on all of the t
ivrcnt the O C 1.1. Yes, even the tank Corps suffered defeat bv t.s.
" I am sorry to sav that we missed going 011 to the Army tham^on
shiu bv °3 points. 'These were the total points separating us and the
3rd Team t'p to the present onlv three teams from the Command
go'on to theArmy Championship. We win be tbere next vcar  wc
have the men and they have shown us that, given a fr h.met, Uic>
will and have raised, the standard of running 111 tl:e Battalion, lit to
th^he'^P™^, caused one of the biggest shocks
to several units for many a day. I am sure all the team wish to express

S£K2.

toWith

the team's success, for there is nothing better than a word of t'"'rour^?j
inent, especially when one may be having rather a bad time of it. 1 lus
is fir better than grouping at the start and finish.
.
'h The race was won by Bte. Wakefield R.A.M.C ...
"'us 7 sec,
ooiric for seven miles. It seems a pit> that alter
such an effort his team was the only one that failed t< complete 1
course I t is numbers that count. A good allround team is wanted.
We have that team, but of course it needs improving.
d
Order of Finishing:<I) 2nd Battalion D.C.I1 21/ ;
Battalion N. Staffords., 526 ; (3) 2nd Battalion East York, 813
?4) 2nd Battalion The Buffs, 836 : (5) 1st Y. & I.. Rcc.nent, 945
6 Tst Scots Guards, 1.188; (7) 2nd Battalion Royal rank Con s
99  (8) 2nd Norfolks, 1,356; (9) 1st Battalion Ilighland Light
nfantrv
I 439" (10) R.E.'s, Aldershot, 1,565; (II) 1st Royal
Sussex 1 645 ; (12) 2nd Battalion R.U.R., 1,784 ; (13 .2nd Gortons,
, 07c,".' ( j) 1st Div. Signals, 2,040: (15) 1st Battalion K.O.S.B.,
2 069 ! 16 2nd K.S.L.I., 2,075 : _ (17) 1st Battalion Senforths, 2,118 .
(18) 1st Battalion K.D.Y.L.I., 2,503; (19) Depot. R.A.M.C.
Result of 2nd Battalion The Butfs
nivers 
(17) Pte Walton; (25) L/Cpl. Trinkwon; 3a) Pte. Divers,
r37)( Pte Lewis* (55) L/Cpk Spence; (70) 2ndI.t. R. I Parry'.
(92) Pte. Poollev ; (96) Pte. Nolan; (97) Pte. Stevens; (10) Cpl.
Handscomb; (103 Pte. Frost; (107) Pte. A^bott.
Those who did not count were;—(125) Pte. Knight, (17.
1OIWe congratulatef them all 011 their determined effort to line up to
the old standard of the Battalion's crosscountry running.
I do not wish to make any excuses after the result though I am sure
that all of vou who may liave read these notes 111 I he Dragon \\ill agree
that Cpl llandscbmb Ptes. Frost and Abbott are absolutely out of place
in Uie team on this occasion. They all three had rather a bad day, but
stuck to it. to the best of their ability.

" C " Company.
This month has been a rather busy one for tlie
Company, as we are in the throes of Company I rammg,
and most of tlie spare hours have been filled 111 with
some form of sport.
Running has been in everybody's mind, since my
last contribution appeared, and of course "C Company
lias not been at all backward in thinking tilings and
DOING them.
In the Inter Unit Cross Country Run (Command),
the Company was well represented in the Battalion
Team bv Cpl. Handscomb, L/Cpls. Trinkwon and
Spence Ptes. Lewis and Frost. This team did well
in gaining the fourth place out of about twenty teams.
Last week the InterPlatoon Run took place and
although we were unable to supply the winners, our
four Platoons ran well and were placed as follows
No 9 3rd  No. 10, 4th ; No. 12, 7th ; and No. I 1 tied
with No. 3 Sect. M.G. for the 9th place
Nineteen
teams competed, so that we can he proud of the result
attained. L/Cpls. Trinkwon and Spence were the
first and second home, respectively.
In the series of six Cross Country Runs, the
Company took the first place and incidentally, three
points towards the Athletic Shield. It is impossible
to mention all the runners who have helped to obtain
this result but I should like to mention especially
L/Cpl. Trinkwon, L/Cpl. Spence, Cpl. Handscomb,
Ptes. Lewis, Frost, Burgess, Drewitt, Marsh Braid
wood and Stiff.
On the Football field we have played only one
match, which was against "B" Company with whom
we drew, 3—3. We have one more match to play—
against H.Q. "A" and should we win this, we tie with
"B" Company for the first place.

We had three representatives from the Company
when the Battalion Rugby Team beat the R.A.O.C.
at Bramley. These were Lt. J. G. Nicholson, Cpl.
Man and Pte. Young.
On March 1st we were very glad to welcome to our
select circle several members of tlie late "D Company.
Lt. P. T. C. LyndenBell has come over to us and we
hope that he will soon make himself at home in the
best company in the Battalion. C.Q.M.S. Ong ey,
who has been attached for some time, and has been
doing wonders with the Company runners is also
posted to us. Amongst the remainder are Cpl. \asli,
L/Cpls. Fry and Hurley and seven men. Since coming
to our Company, L/Cpl. Fry has been promoted to
Corporal. Wc "offer our heartiest congratulations.
Amongst our other arrivals were Cpls. Stubberfield
and Kemsiey, both from the Depot. Unfortunately,
the latter did not stay long, as apparently lie had an
urgent appointment with someone 111 the 1st Battalion.
Having discussed our arrivals, I must say with
regret that our departures to the 1st Battalion on
March 7th have left a gap that it will be very difficult
to fill, as we have lost some very good men. 1 heir
names will doubtless be found in the Regimen a
Gazette.
The Company has been chosen to represent the
Battalion with one Platoon at full strength, 111 the
Connaught Shield Competition. 1 his competition,
we are given to understand, is 110 easy affair, but I hope
to be able to furnish full details of the troubles and
trials of this Platoon in my notes next month.
InterCompany Boxing Competitions begin late
this month, and the Company will be represented 111
every weight. The Team is in training under

Caswell, the Battalion Instructor, with Cpl. Stubber
field and L/Cpl. Lee in charge.
The Privates' InterCompany Billiard Tournament
is in progress and the Company Team, with Pte
Parsons as Captain, meet "A" Company 111 the second
round, having got a bye in the first.
We have only a small Company now—I might
say—'* little and good," and we know that those who
do remain with us will do their best to uphold our
prestige in the Battalion.
Corporals' Mess.
Nothing of great moment hr.s disturbed the serenity of the Mess
the departure of the Draft on March /th.
, .
.. A
We are very unfortunate in losing Major Hannltoii who hass/ailed
for India with the Draft. O11 the evening before 1,is departure, lie
honoured us by l.is presence in the Mess, when we took the eppertumtj
of drinking bis health. We wish him the best of luck 111
'St ^oaweni.ad to bid farewell to several members of the Messwbo
were on the Draft. These included our celebrated Oliver Stockvvm,
"Gunner" Ivey and Ginger" Kemsiey, the lastnamed baying
Imvdtel from Cmltrl.urv for that mMat ffilffiH?

Rest, but, as I have already remarked, " Ginger

did not stop long,

'"'S'lfeBilHarc^HandlSp has come to a close, Cpl. Wilkms being the
Wi"cnl'
on bis appointment to LanceSergeant
Wc nw sorry to lose bin,, but we are pleased that he has gained his

UliWhe.i.Ponc cannot find anything to write about, the mind usually
reverts to that muchslandered subject—weather—and as; a role,

hsss

a doiibt, «.V were pleased, as it meant a break in Training, if only for
a short time.
ELDEVRE.
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Officers' Mess Staff and Domestics.

Again we must make an effort to forward notes on our busy times
at present existing throughout the Company.
We are beginning to settle down to our new formation as a company
and iu time, ours I am certain, is going to prove a " Happy Band."
We welcome back into our throng, Captain Allen, who lias been
away on leave for the past month.
Sport has been very prevalent of late throughout the Battalion and
the Gunners are not shaping too badly up to the time of writing.
On February 28Ui we had quite a firstclass football match between
"The Old Hands" and "Young Hands" to select our new talent
for later dates. "Corporal Butler" started well in this match, as
"Right Back" for the "Old Hands," as, judging from tlie remarks
made after the match, he " sold " the game, the result ending in a win
for the " Young Hands" by 3—2. Sgt. Sidwell took over the position
of "Goalkeeper" for the Old Hands, so it remains between he and
Butler who really sold tlie game for the Old Hands.
We commenced our Annual Course oil March 5th, 1928, but un
fortunately the weather lias been all against us. Three days in
succession we had to leave the range owing to bad light, and as yet we
are only halfway through the course. Several, as yet, remain
in suspense until Thursday next when we make another start.
Several "sixpences" will be held in the balance this year, I am
afraid, owing to the new course; also, there will be a great
sale of "M.G." badges going cheap.
During our break from Firing we arc finding all " Regimental
Duties and to prove tlie " Gunners' Traditions "—never falter when
ever called upon—we have set a very high standard in the turnouts for
Guard Mounting, which remains, as always, a great credit to " The
Gunners All."
The Battalion InterPlatoon CrossCountry Run took place
yesterday. We were allowed to enter three teams as each section
represented a platoon.
We were not fortunate enough to win the spoils, but our placings
were as follows ;—No. 1 Section, 6th ; No. 3 Section, 7tii; No.2
Section, 12th, out of 19 teams, so we did not shape too badly
as begiuuers and hope to have the luck of gaining tlie Shield this time
next year, all being well.
We must offer our congratulations to Cpl. Curtiss and I,/Cpl. Crane
on tlieir recent promotion to higher grades. This, I think, concludes
our notes for this month.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

SCRUMPER.

Who won all "Tlie Money" at the recent Steeplechase meeting
and has the officer concerned to thank the " Photographer" for this ?
What can be the " Attraction" at " READING" for the majority
of the Gunners and have we great faith in tlie Chief Constable and his
noble Staff ?
J.F.W.

The Drums.

Well, " Toffs," The Drums are still " rolling on."
We are glad to be able to announce that we have won tlie Inter
Platoon Cross Country Running Shield, with the assistance of three
Bandsmen, as one of the conditions of the Run was that the Band and
Drums should count as one Group. Still, we can do these sort of things.
The Battalion Football Team will play the last game of the season
in the Aldershot Senior League tomorrow, Wednesday, against the
K.R.R.C. and we hope to puff it off.
1 do not think there is any need to mention the Command Run as
it is sure to be mentioned elsewhere. We are looking forward to tha
tattoo as we are taking part in the Massed Drums. We shall be more
as spectators than actors, though we nearly had enough of it last year.
Well,' there is not much to say at present as all the lads, including
myself, arc busy with the Sunday News Football coupons. (NAVONOD)
1819 (A.O.F.B.)

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

What is a millionaire dollaress ? Ask Dusty !
What has happened to the dry scrubbers ? And who sanctioned
tlieir disbandment ?
Did the Signallers beat us by the score they mentioned or was it
11—i in our favour ? Ask the " Rcf."
How did Bill (" Peanut") get it skinned ? Enquire at Reading !

Signal Section.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Is it true that Jenkins celebrated the night of the lltli instant and
did it make him blink ? Ask Dusty.
Are our Newly weds having a competition and who will hang out
the longest ? What is the stakes ? Very, very " small," we believe.
Ask Young and Wolley.
Has Ned forsaken the old love for the new and is it CHAR—MING ?
How much did Davlight get on his suit ?
S.B.T.

" A " Company.
It is understood that a writer, scribe, or scribbler requires an in
telligible inspiration to compile an interesting description of events
worth reading. No wonder authors prefer to remain in the dark and
publish their work anonymously. Anyway, as I am not going to
interview the subeditor witii the following I shall probably continue to
exist.
Since last month a great number of changes have taken place in the
Battalion.
"D" Company has become Hie M.G. Company,
so consequently there is only one group in "H.Q." Wing; the original
N.C.O.'s and Men have been posted to various companies. We
welcome to our company from "D" Company : C.S.M. MacWalter,
D.C.M., M.M., who has taken the place of C.S.M. Love. He is already
taking a keen interest in both sport and shooting in tlie company,
especially shooting. "A" Company are strongly represented in the
Miniature Range each evening. 1 heard a rumour that special
application is being made for a consignment of cross rifles, not to
mention the fact that several people have theirs in their boxes already
in anticipation.
Theremaindcr of N.C.O.'s and Men we welcome from "D" Company
are:—Sgts. Annan and Trice; L/Cpls. Mullinger, Parson, Barr";
Ptes. Bard, Willmoth and Knight.
Running is still going strong in the Battalion. We congratulate
the Battalion Team on their excellent performance in the Command
Run on being placed fourth. The Company were placed third in the
series of runs organised in the Battalion, thereby gaining one point
towards the Athletic Shield. On the I2tli an InterPlatoon Run was
held, the course being roughly fourandahalf miles. Number One
Platoon put up a good show "for the company by coming in second.
The team was as follows :—Cpl. Kerry, L/Cpls. Kelly, Barr, Yates,
Ptes. Knight, Bard, Norris, Alexander, Jollev and Brinton.
Our first Athletic Shield Football Match was with "1Y" Company,
which we won 6—2. This result was hardly expected. Afler the
first twenty minutes' play "D" Company were two goals up. We
eventually scored our goal before halftime. The second half seemed
like a Boys' Football Story. Our team seemed to find tlieir feet and
scored five goals during that half before the final whistle. Our next
match was just the reverse. We lost to "C" Company to the tune of

6—0.

I am afraid the notes for this month will be like a lady's skirt
sliort—as nothing startling lias happened since tlie previous month,
but I will trv to compile a few. The younger hands are still trying to
become experts and we hope to see them all wearing tlie llags this year.
The old hands are taking a short course of fifteen minutes daily, due
to some of them trying for their First Class Certificate of Education
and we hope they are fortunate enough to pass.
Sgt. Field has been appointed our new Signal Sergeant, so he has
our congratulations and we wish him the best of luck in the future.
Also, we congratulate the section on taking 5tli place oil tlie R.A.T.A.
crosscountry run, but we hope to be nearer the top next time.
Football seems to have been forgotten at present, but probably
somebodv will soon need a rest from extra reading.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

It has been so long since our last appearance iu The Dragon that it
is not to be wondered at if we are not forgotten by now. But we are
still going strong, although we have given up football owing to the fact
that our outstanding challenge to all comers has not yet been accepted.
Like everybody else in the Battalion, we are interested in cross
country running and have some very good runners amongst the Staff.
The Domestics have no less than five runners in the Battalion team,
viz : Walton, Knight, Bard, Baker and Toms. Well done, Walton,
you lead the way for the Domestics and we hope to see you pull off
tlie Battalion Championship this year.
We must congratulate tlie Band and Drums on winning tlie
R.A.T.A. Shield, over a distance of fourandalialf miles. It is under
stood that they got tlieir eight men in the first thirtyfive which was
splendid running considering there were practically two hundred
runners including the Battalion team.
We are very sorry to lose two of tlie fold, in Ptes. Boxall and .Scott,
Boxall having been posted to the Depot and Scott to the warmer
climate, India, with Major Hamilton. But we have welcomed back
two of tlie old hands in Ptes. Bryan and Bell, Bryan being one of the
Domestics' football team of last season.
There seems to be a little misunderstanding as to who does all the
work in the mess, and are they working on union hour rates ?
I hear that Ward is going strong ; he was seen waiting for No. 66
V.R. to come along.

FL.AC.0.

Did Druce have hard luck when falling at the first fence in the
matrimony stakes or is he to be congratulated ?
Now that Barnv is mossing up will there be a slump In Woodbines ?
What is the difference between a microphone and a condenser ?
Ask Baby.

By the time these notes are published wc shall have finished our
company training and started doing a few guards, etc. Still, as we say,
it is all in a day's soldiering.
A.II.D.S.

" B " Company.
Hello, everyone ! How do you all like this " summery
atmosphere"—it reminds one of the "Ice song"—"Freeze a jolly
good fellow." If these notes don't arrive in time you will know that
my pen has become frozen whilst oil its swift passage over endless pages.
Nevertheless, this is just the kind of weather for "footer"
and by our results it seems that we are keeping it up to its original
standard. If we can't win crosscountry runs we can win football
matches—tell "C" Company that if you like. We had a most exciting
game, or rather fight with "H.Q." "A" Group just recently, and after
being two goals down at halftime, we " wopped " it up 'em in the
concluding half—winning by the odd goal in seven.
I have seen several sad faces roaming around our company lines
just lately—is it because of " Loved ones abroad " or because the
Bishop has moved liis "digs" to the "Nursery." 1 never thought
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lie was a " milk baby." I am sure we all miss him very much,
especially for his services on the football field.
Talking about Sport, we shall very soon have the cricket season here
and I am afraid will have to show 'em again. What with the services
of Mr. F.W.B.P. and our noble Sergeant "Major" we should wipe
out Australia with " Ashes upon Ashes." It is rather a pity our
C.O.M.S. doesn't play—probably he will score for us as we shall need
an efficient mathematician this year. (Let's hope).
Everyone sends their best wishes to those of the Company now 011
their way to India and those already settled down under " that burning
sun"—And don't forget to write.

5 PLATOON NOTES.

DOING ONE.

No. 5 Platoon calling...is that Mr. 1572...have you room for a few
lines...let 'cm all come in the old book.
This month's notes are slack as our editor has been time X. and also
Jackson. We wish them the best of luck iu Civvy Street. The men
transferred from "D" Company all seem "at home" now: also our
Cow Boy who made a flying visit to S. Africa. We can hardly expect
him to settle down as he has not " long enough to do"—or at least,
he says so. By the time these are in print we shall all be busy with
Company Training. (Worst Lack).

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

When is Cook going in the mess tin band ?
What was Good doing all night? Was re doing "someone" a
good turn ? Ask Taftn.
Who said Dixon wants his head rolled before having his hair cut ?
When is Marchant opening a tea shop—or are the cakes too good,
and would Good cat the profits ?
Who is counting the days ? Is it Wilkins ?
To tlie draft at the 1st Battalion :—
Wliv did thev use Mars boot oil for L. Guns ? Was it revenge on
No. 5 Platoon ?
C.II.U.P.T.

6 PLATOON NOTES.

" Editor's gone awry."

7 PLATOON NOTES.
Short and sweet, like most of the fellows in it. Now that " Long
Williams" lias gone to "H.Q." look at Sammy for example—could
you wish for anything sweeter ? No—only sugar sprinkled with
condensed milk.
We are always just unlucky when anything is being given away free.
No. 6 Platoon robbed us of a delicious supper while we were running
after "cows" on the common. We have challenged them to a fot
ball match—SU
" Wait and see."

THINGS WE'VE HEARD ON PARADE.

Musketry Instructor: "Why do you pull a rifle through from the
breach end ? "
Llovd : " To remove all the " superfluous hairs."
He needs a patent razor.
Instructor : " What is an oblique wind ? "
Same fellow as before . " Two winds coming from both ways at the
same time just behind each other."
GONE SICK.

8 PLATOON NOTES.

DOING ONE.

ARMY ENTRANCE EXAMINATION.
The next Army Entrance Examination is announced
to begin on 26th J une. There are open for competition
at this examination at least 80 Cadetships at the Royal
Military Academy, Woolwich, and 200 Cadetsliips' at
the Royal Military College, Sandhurst. To be eligible
to sit for this examination a candidate must have
reached the age of 18 years on the 1st July, 1928, but
must not have reached tlie age of 19 years on that
date. Successful candidates will, if physically fit, join
their respective Institutions on the ensuing 31st
August, and will undergo a course of training there of
approximately 18 months' duration.
Of the 80 or more Cadets who will enter the Royal
Military Academy as a result of this examination,
approximately 65 per cent, will be allotted to the Royal
Artillery, 20 per cent, to the Royal Engineers and
15 per cent, to the Royal Corps of Signals. The 200
Cadets entering the Royal Military College will receive
commissions in the Cavalry, Foot Guards, Infantry,
Tank Corps and Royal Army Service Corps of the
British Services, and in the Indian Army.
Forms of application may be obtained from the
Secretary, Civil Service Commission, Burlington
Gardens, London, W.I., and should be completed and
forwarded to the Commissioners in time for delivery
on or before 2nd May, 1928. No form of application
received after that date will be accepted in any
circumstances.

Beneath Bell Harry
" nTYLE is the
lO
only passport
to posterity.
The
matter
is
foreign to the man,
and is not of him ;
the manner is the man
himself."
Assuming a medi
cum of truth in the
above statement it will
not take an observant
reader of The Dragon
long to discover that
the Depot subeditors
have changed once
more. The " Don," our man of letters, is on
leave and these notes have to be in the
Editor's box by tomorrow. We approach the
matter diffidently without copy, confidence
or benefit of clergy.
On Wednesday, February 22nd, our Boxing
Team journeyed to Maidstone to fight in the
preliminary round of the Eastern Command
Recruits' Competition, which cup we won
last year.
Our team consisted of:—
Pte. Ridout (Bantam Weight) ; Pte. Twy
man (Feather Weight) ; Pte. Hancock (Light
Weight) ; Pte. New (Intermediate Weight) ;
Pte. L Hubbard (Welter Weight).
The opposing teams were Royal Engineers
from Chatham (two teams), 13/18th Hussars
from Shorncliffe and the Queen's Own Royal
West Kent Regiment.
Two charabanc loads came from the
Depot to cheer our team and they put up
a real good show, one and all. Ptes. Ridout
and Hubbard lost on points after real good
scraps. Twyman, Hancock and Newall won
their first fights with knockouts though and
the first two were themselves knocked out in
the finals, New again won, this time on points.
The 13/1Sth Hussars were 1st, the R.E.'s
"B" Team 2nd, and we were 3rd, just failing
therefore, to qualify for the finals at Plounslow.
Considering that we had one squad only from
which to choose our team, we were more than
satisfied with the fight they put up. The
final winners of the Cup we have since heard
were the Depot, The Middlesex Regiment,
from Mill Hill.
On the 9th we were " at home " to our
friends the Queen's Own from Maidstone,
who brought over a team to run against us
and a team to play us at football. In the
run, held over a course of miles, the Queen s
were victorious. Teams consisted of 15 each
side, the first 12 of each team to count.
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In the Football, played under semiarctic
conditions with a biting cold wind and snow
falling, we got home by the only goal scored.
It was a.terrific game, all out the whole time.
Playing with the wind in the first half we got
one goal up and ought, perhaps, to have been
more up. In the second half it seemed that
the Queen's Own must score Time and
again our goal was just saved by stout work
on the part of Sgt. Smith, our goalkeeper, and
the furious melees in front of it seemed to the
onlooker more like rugger scrums than part
of a soccer match. However, we survived
and when the whistle blew, still had our one
goal advantage.
Sgt. Rowe is to be congratulated on the
excellent lunch and tea arrangements for the
teams and the many spectators.
On Wednesday, 14th, the Queen's Royal
Regiment from Dover came over to play us
at hockey. The day before there had been
some four inches of snow on the ground, but
by great exertion this was cleared before the
thaw set in and the ground was in a fair
condition.
The result was 7—1 against us, but the
game was a real good one. Up to half time
the score was 2—0 for the Queen's and we
had our full share of the game, but in the
second half the speed and combination of
their forwards began to tell. We were very
pleased to see so many spectators from the
Queen's in the Mess after the game.
Other Hockey results were :—
Feb. 29. v. Canterbury
... Won 2—0
Mar. 7. v. Royal Marine Depot,
Deal, played at
Canterbury
... Won 2—1
FOOTBALL RESULTS.—

Mar.

3. v. Heme United ... Won 3—2
8. v. Banks F.C.
... Won 4—3
10. v. E. Kent Road Car
Company
... Won 5—0
15. v. Waverley Thurs. Won 3—1
17. v. Faversham G.P.
Works
Draw 3—3
We extend a hearty welcome to our new
Commanding Officer, Major C. S. Field. He
arrived on the 10th and took over the
following day. " Tom " arrived shortly after
wards, having been held up a day or so by the
snow. Major Field has already had a "good
day with the East Kent from Hastingleigh
and intends to hunt regularly with them
next season.
We hope to have Major Jackson with us
each weekend for some time yet. On
Thursday, 15th, we were very pleased to see
General Sir Arthur LyndenBell, who came
down to lunch with us.
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We cannot close these notes without some
passing reference to Captain Howe and his
garden—indeed we dare not, for our Acting
Commandant has personally expressed a wish
to see his name and doings recorded in The
Dragon. Now that Spring has at last made
its ^ presence felt each day, it seems there
arrives at the Depot some new agricultural
implement—machines for cutting long grass,
machines for cutting short grass, weird and
wonderful machines whose use the ignorant
can scarcely guess at, one and all they find
their place in Captain Plowe's garden. Here
throughout the lengthening evenings the work
goes on apace. Free from all interruptions
—the faithful Bonzo sees to this—flower beds,
paths, lawns and shrubs appear as if by magic.
Well might the poet say : "A thing of beauty
and a ioy for ever."
F.G.C.
Sergeants' Mess.
rhe finals
of the Eastern Command Recruits'
Boxing Tournament took place at Maidstone on 22nd
February, and although we again attended in full
force to support our team, they unfortunately failed
to secure top place. Several old Buffs were present,
including Mr. Harry Britter of 2nd Battalion. Mineral
Water Factory fame, Mr. Broadwood (Ex.Sgt., 7188)
and Mr. Dillon exCpl.), and we were very pleased
to see them looking so fit.
During the past month the repapering of the ante
room has been carried out, as well as several other
improvements all in the direction of further comfort,
thanks to the energetic work put in by a small
committee headed by the R.S.M.
The first game in the initial round of the George
Porter Billiard Handicap Clip was decided on 5th
Feb., when the C.O.M.S. shewed the R.Q.M.S. by a
small margin, how the game should be played.
We have to welcome Sgt. Burville and family from
the 1st Battalion on Sgt. Burville being posted "to the
Depot for a tour of duty.
But at present he is
enjoying a well earned leave, prior to commencing
duty here.
Several members have been working hard recently
for the first class certificate examination, which took
place during March. We wish them all the best of luck
in their endeavours.
The billiard table is being moved to the first floor
room, so that we may procure more space for holding
our Whist Drives and Socials in the anteroom.
Quite a number of the members of the R.W. Kent
Regiment Depot Sergeants' Mess visited us on 9th
March in connection with a crosscountry run and
football match between our two Depots. Unfortun
ately the weather turned out to be very cold and snow
fell during the football match. Everyone, however,
enjoyed the afternoon's change of programme.
The change of command of the Depot took place
very quietly indeed, Major J. V. R. Jackson actually
being away on a course at the Senior Officers' School,
whilst Major C. S. Field, O.B.E., arrived during a week
end.
However, we respectfully wish our late Commanding
Officer the very best of luck and health in the future,
and we also respectfully welcome our new Commanding
Officer.
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4th Battalion.

Oorporals' Mess.

^We'have much pleasure in welcoming L/Cpl. Bishop to the fold
and trust he will enjoy his stay here. (X have here been disturbed
by the Post. Corporal with what he calls the chocolate stakes) and as
I must be very careful with this my precious writing, I will go no
further into my notes, trusting that if any Corporals of the 2nd
Battalion read it, they will be able to enlarge upon it, and add the
padding they think necessary as they read it.
.
We would like to know whether some N.C.O. s are suffering with
brain fever. If so, would a certain piece of paper cure it ?
B.A,

SMOKER PROGRAMME.
PROGRAMME.
1. SELECTION
2. SONG
3. SONG
4. RESERVED (The Guards' Corporals)
5. DAN DAN AND SHORT STORIES
6. How TO CATCH 'EM
7. RESERVED
8. SPEECH
9. COMMUNITY SINGING.
1?" IONG^
12. RESERVED
...
13. RETREAT BEATING.

14 SONG
IS! SONG
...
16. THE BAND.

...

v

THE BAND.
CPL. ALLEN.
L/CPL. CROSS.
CPL. BARLOW.

CPL. RiciiAsags.
BOY ALLEN.
THE GUARDS' CORPORALS.

CPLS. SALSBURY 8C CROSS.
... THE GUARDS' CORPORALS.

I.

LCPT.. GOOD.
L/CPL. PITCH.

GOD SAVE THE KING.

Trained Men's Notes.
We have very little to record this month, dear readers, as nothing
very exciting has happened to disturb the peace and comfort around
We all welcome Major C. S. Field, O.B.E. from the 2nd Battalion,
who has taken over command of the Depot. We also welcome Pte.
"Tich" (Cocker! Aylett and Pte. Boxall, both of whom have come
down here from the 2nd Battalion on a tour of duty.
it ,
We nearly had a shock when we read in Depot Orders that Pte.
T oVor was posted to the 2nd Battalion, but many of us heaved a sigh
of relief when we read lower down that he was still attached here.
(Was it the football sweep or something else they were relieved over).
Weapon Training is now In full swing as far as the Trained Men
are concerned and we are all getting " bags of snide" ready for firing
our Annual Course. We are looking forward to a couple of practice
shootsbeforew eactuallystart f i r i n g .
. . . . . . u
We played the Scots Guards Football on the 3rd instant, losmg Dy
the odd goal in seven after a very excellent game. We played than
again on the 10th with a very weakened team, consequently losing by
10 goals to 2, but we hope to play them again shortly with a much
stronger team out.
'
BOTTLES.

4th Battalion—continued.
"G" (Weald) Company.
Owing to our regular Company Correspondent being away on leave
and orders from the powers that be, I suppose I must get in and do
something for the Company Notes.
Well, in the first place we have formed a Branch of the Past and
Present Association in the Weald. I am not going to say much about
this as I believe the account appears somewhere else in The Dragon.
Recruiting is still going strong, but we hope to surprise Head
quarters shortly.
, ,, ,
We tender an hearty welcome to our two new officers although it is
a bit early to do so. We hear that Mr. J. Geering is going to make
things hum at Hawkhurst and we wish him luck. Mr. Machin also
wilt soon be going as strong we hope, at Horsmondcn.
We are now going all out getting ready for our Annual Course (after
that elusive Cup).
We had our Adjutant down at our last Company Concentration
Parade and we thank him for his excellent Lecture on the Sand Table
Which we aresure was most beneficial to all our N.C.O.'s. The company
attendance was the strongest we have had, 68 Other Ranks, and all of
us were quite bucked at what the Adjutant said in his remarks to the
company. We hope to have the pleasure of another visit from him.
We were sorry to hear that "A" Company Miniature Range Shoot
ing team got snowed up and would like to ask them, through these
notes, if they would come to Cranbrook and try their luck with us with
the same team.
.
.
Horsmonden have been invited to an invitation shoot at Tonbndge,
but at present we have not heard the result. (Wc hope Bung F ? got
a good score).
I must now conclude, hoping our O.C. has not bought a Yacht and
will not be stopping too long on the Norfolk Broads.
WEALDER.

rpHE impending changes in
IlBuffe) L
our permanent Staffgjare
—
commencing. R.S.M. Verlander
is to be our new Quartermaster,
and will, I am sure, be a very
efficient one judging by his
previous standard as R.S.M.
Perhaps this is a little previous,
but the change will have been
made by the time my copy is
required for next mouth, but
I a in sure the whole Battalion
xi ^ would like to thank the R.S.M.
for his untiring and splendid
work he has put in during his
six years tenure of office. We
wish him every success as our
,

We have notffe great deal to record this month, but one notable
incident was the Smoker we gave to the Corporals of the Guards on the
13th of February, the programme of which is here shown. We had a
wonderful time and everybody went home happy and contented, but
I will not stand responsible for recording the feelings of some the fouow

neWglS*S>u£ian

has coma
in to H.Q.rs from Doon to take
over the duties of R.S.M. C.S.M. Love has arrived
from the 2nd Battalion to take C.S.M. Couchman's
place. To both these Warrant Officers we wish to
express our welcome in their respective jobs.
Colonel Burns, I am glad to say is slowly, but surely
recovering from his neuritis, and hopes to be quite
fit again soon.
The inter Brigade group Boxing finals took place
at Chelsea Barracks on February 25th. This year we
had only five representatives in our brigade team.
The boxing was of a very high standard, arid although
our competitors did their best, only Pte. Kirke won the
final of his weight. The 4th Royal Sussex Regiment
were the winners of the Div. Cup, winning only by a
short head from the 9th Battalion Middlesex Regiment.
We owe Lt. Sherwood, our Boxing representative,
many thanks for his good services in connection with
the training and all the arrangements for our team.
Next year we hope to win the Cup.
"A" Company Miniature Range Team represented
the Battalion in the inter Unit Shoot held at Tunbridge
Wells last Sunday, March 11th. But for their awful
journey from Ramsgate in the snow, we know they
would have gained a higher place than third. L/Cpl.
Bass tied with two other competitors for the highest
individual score of 62 out of a possible 65.
Next week we are having a Bde. Tactical Exercise
at Arundel on some of our training area. Having
been down there to spy out the course, let me assure
those, who have not seen Arundel, that it is a first
class camping ground and it should encourage all .who
can to make the effort to put in their full time at camp
this year.
Whitstable held their annual prize giving last
Wednesday week. It was a very successful show,
thanks to the efforts of Lt. Turner, the O.C. Whitstable
Detachment. He was rewarded by getting three
more recruits that night, bringing his total up
to thirty.
With regard to recruiting, I would like to say that
owing to the discharge of a number of time expired
men, our numbers are slightly down. We hope
companies will make special efforts to bring us up to
our full complement by camp.
"A" and "B" Companies are having a combined
Easter Camp at Birchington. If our changeable
climate permits, they should be able to put in some
very useful training. Our signallers and Machine
Gunners are being attached to the 2nd Battalion The
Queen's Royal West Surrey Regiment and 1st Battalion
The Lincoln Regiment for their Easter training. The
Drums and Transport are having their camp at Dover.
I hear Sgt. Drummer Tripp's boy is one of our latest
joined recruits. We hope he will prove as loyal and
good a soldier as Iris well known father.
J .R.W.
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" A " Company.
On Sunday last, some fourscore Buffs drawn from the four Platoons
of "A" Company, assembled at Ramsgate, at 10.30 a.m., and after
having fallen in on the Drum by Sgt.Major Johnson, proceeded, under
tlie command of Captain Witts, to the old Ramsgate Harbour Station
Site, kindly put at our disposal by tlie Ramsgate Corporation, and did
twoandahalf hours Company Drill. After the Skipper had given us
eleven movements, Lieut. Iggulden and SecondLieut. Rose, Sgt.
Major Johnson, Sgt. Woodland, Corporal Asliby, Corporal Boswell,
drilled us, and we thoroughly enjoyed our morning. At 1.30 we
returned to the Drill Hall and devoured a most excellent lunch
consisting of cold meats, salads, pickles, hot potatoes, trille, biscuits
and cheese (and a large bottle of beer) which had been kindly prepared
for us by Mrs. Witts and Miss Fox, who were cheerfully assisted by
Mrs. Buxton, Mrs. Reynolds, Mrs. Barker and Mrs. Collins, for whom
we gave three hearty cheers. Lunch had been prepared for 100 Buffs,
but Margate let us down by only sending 14, and the undermentioned
N.C.O.'s did not attend and were posted as missing :—Sgt. Jennings,
Sgt. Morrison, Sgt. Dixon, Sgt. Marshall, Sgt. Hay ward, Sgt.
Gardiner, Corporal Emptage, Corporal Fuxo. It is rumoured some
were ill, others were frightened of Company Drill, or of being lost in the
tunnel.
We are very proud of Drummer Fisher who won his fight at the
eliminating Boxing Contest' at Dover, but was beaten at tlie semifinal
in London. However, he set the example by trying and the skipper
has awarded him a heavy silver medal with the Buffs' crest.
Our grateful thanks are due to Mr. G. W. Bell, of " The Lord of The
Manor," Ramsgate, who has very kindly presented us with a handsome
silver cup to be known as the " Bell Efficiency Cup," for annual award
to the most efficient Private. Mr. Bell has also given us a Punch Ball
to encourage Boxing in the Detachment and it is hoped that Battalion
Headquarters will, at Dover or Canterbury, arrange an InterBattalion
Boxing Tournament, at an early date and that all Detachments will
send their pugilistic Buffs to compete.
All ranks of "A" Company wish to thank dear Old Major Daddy
Keeler for all he has done for them. A few of us have known him for
nearly one hundred years. We saw liim during mobilisation,
we saw him ou Service in tlie Desert, in fact East or West we worried
him and we never found liim cross nor incapable of producing anything
we wanted from a sea biscuit to a camel! and we understand during
the past fifteen years our Skipper has sent him enough letters and
postcards to paper several streets of houses, but Old Daddy never got
cross. No. We congratulate him on his promotion, but don't think
he is peppery enough for a Major. He is much too kind.
CAMEL,

Platoon Editor.

" B " Company.
Although it is said " It is better to be late than never," all ranks
send their congratulations to Major F. Keeler on his recent promotion.
It is almost certain also, that we can send our congratulations to R.S.M.
Verlander and C.S.M. Coucliman on their coming promotions. We also
welcome to the Battalion C.S.M. Love, who has been posted to "D"
Company at Dover.
During the past month our training has been progressing very
satisfactorily, the numbers attending at each of our Drill Halls being
a marked success. The number of recruits joining us is also very
satisfactory, especially at Whitstable, where great hopes arc enter
tained to bring this detachment up to full strength again. It is hoped
that all ranks will do tlieir very utmost at Sittingbourne to get recruits
to bring Sittingbourne up to strength. At the lime of going to press,
the following are tlie respective strengths of our Detachments :—
Sittingbourne, 45 ; Canterbury, 40; Whitstable, 26; Littlebourne,
50 and Chartham, 22. Total, 183. We have another six recruits to
appear in Battalion Orders and to be taken on the strength.
Our usual monthly miniature range spoon shoot, for the month of
March was fired off on the 6328, when a fair number of N.C.O.'s and
Men were present to take part in this monthly competition. We all
congratulate L/Cpl. F. Allen on being the winner of the silver spoon
with a score of 42. Cpl. C. Costen was the winner of the wooden spoon.
It is hoped that a few more of our N.C.O.'s and Men will try and turn
up to take advantage of these monthly spoon shoots ; the spirit is
wanted. All are welcome to come and show tlieir skill at shooting.
Our Weekly Practice Wliist Drive and Dance is still being held
and it is hoped they will continue to be held. But it would be much
more pleasing if only our own N.C.O.'s and Men would turn up to give
us all the support that is required. I.et us all be as a family at home
and show the true spirit of " Once a Buff, always a Buff."
BUSY BEE.

WHITSTABLE DETACHMENT.
There was a record attendance of visitors at the prize distribution
in connection with the Whitstable detachment of "B" Company of the
4th Battalion of Tlie Buffs at the Drill Hall, Whitstable, ou Wednesday
evening.
During an interval in an enjoyable musical programme, Lieutenant
Turner, the officer in command of the Whitstable detachment, who
presided and was supported by Major Collard (Canterbury), Major
Deau, V.C. (Sittingbourne), Major and Quartermaster Keeler (Canter
bury), Captain and Adjutant Willows (Canterbury), Lieutenant Poilc
(Canterbury), and Lieutenant Parish (Canterbury), said they all
regretted that LieutenantColonel Burns, their commanding officer,
could not be with them owing to a very important engagement. They
were, however, pleased to see Major Collard and the other officers
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present. (Applause). They were all particularly pleased to see so
many visitors with them that evening and they hoped they would all
spend a pleasant time, but they did not want their visitors to go away
and forget all about them. They hoped when they left they would
think of them and of what they were after. It was not money they
wanted, but recruits, and they hoped their visitors would keep that in
mind and that if at any time they came across any young men who
were eligible for the Territorials they would send tliem along. They
had been very fortunate with regard to prizes and the townspeople
of Whitstable had been very generous to them and they deserved their
best thanks. They had one better this year, for they had a Territorial
efficiency trophy which was given to them six or seven months ago by
certain gentlemen living in Tankerton and Wliitstab'e. The gentle
man who initiated the movement was Mr. Hendry. He was not with
them that evening, but he had sent a telegram congratulating the
winner. Mr. Hendry and Mr. Lees collected the money for that trophy
and they were all very thankful to them. The Whitstable Rifle Club
had given them a miniature to be presented with tlie cup and they
wished to thank them also. The man who had won the trophy had
been with them only twelve months and had had no previous military
trainiug of any sort so that he had done very well. He had earned it
by obtaining the highest aggregate points at drill attendance, the
tlie annual, musketry, camp, and for two small paper examinations
which were gone tlirough by Sergeant Croucher and he attained the
highest aggregate in the 100 points given for each " event."
Major Collard presented the prizes as follows :—
Whitstable Efficiency Trophy :—1, The Cup and Miniature
(presented by residents of Whitstable and Tankerton), Private Turner ;
2, voucher, 5s. (Mr. Hatcher. High Street, Whitstable), LanceCorporal
Hadler ; 3, cake (Mr. Dawkings, baker), Private Ackling.
Miniature Range Championship :—1, cigarette cabinet (Mr. Webb,
tobacconist), Sergeant Croucher; 2, voucher (Messrs. Fletchers,
butchers), LanceCorporal Bail; 3, bottle of port (Mr. Snelling), Lance
Corporal Hadler.
Monthly Spoon Shoot:—January, LanceCorporal Hadler;
February, Private Ackling ; March, Private George.
Annual Musketry—Lewis Gun:—I, groceries, value 10s. (Worlds
Stores), Private Bills ; 2, tie (Mr. Skinner), Private Foreman ; 3, ash
tray (Mr. Rose), Private Wood ;
1 (recruits) voucher 5s. (Mr. Davy),
Private Turner.
Arms Drill:—I, voucher 10s. 6d., (A. Collar, Ltd.), LanceCorporal
Hadler; 2, voucher 10s. 6d. (Dewliurst, High Street), Private M.
Camburn ; 3, cake (Smith, High Street), Corporal Watkins.
Cleanest Kit—Battle Order :—1, voucher, £ 1 Is. (Freeman, Hardy
and Willis) Corporal Watkins ; 2, walking stick (Mr. Foreman, out
fitter), Private Rowden; 3, ukelde (Mr. Roylance), Private M.
Camburn.
Best Walking Out Dress :—1, ash tray (Mr. W. Holden), Private
Skinner ; 2, voucher for joint (LC. Meat Co.), Private Turner ; 3
voucher for 5s. (Mr. Daly), Private Ackling.
Drill Attendance:—!, Bridge set (Mr. Cox, newsagent), Private
Ackling ; 2, voucher for joint (Messrs. Greenstcad), Corporal Watkins ;
3, Pass for one month (Mr. Chiimick), Private Turner.
Alarm TurnOut1, bottle of port (Mr. Watts) (Tooley's), Private
Turner ; 2, torch (Mr. Beasley), Private Camburn ; 3, pass for one
month (Mr. Paton), Private Rowden.
Recruits Arms Drill:—1, silver cup (Mr. Holden), Private George :
2, writing set (Mr. Phelps) (Ridouts), Private Keeler; 3, slippers
(Mr. Sholl), Private Court.
Tradesman's Shoot:—1, groceries (Mr. Spratling), Private Turner ;
2, smoker's outfit (Mr. II. Evving), Private Foreman; 3, paste board!
etc. (Messrs. Coleman), LanceCorporal Hadler.
Addressing the assembly later in the evening Major Collard said he
was sorry the commanding officer could not be with them that evening.
The battalion was nearly up to strength. A few weeks ago it was up
to strength, but now it was down to a total of 615. There was always
room for a few recruits of the right kind. He wanted to impress on
all that now was the time to join or else the}' might have to wait and
they would miss this year's training at Arundel. It would be wise for
recruits to join now because they never knew when their establishment
might be reduced. The country did not seem to want an Army or
Navy nowadays and any day their establishment might be reduced and
in tliat case it might be a long time before they could take in any more
recruits. Some years before the war the Daily Mail started" a big
recruiting campaign for the Territorial Army and as a result of the
appeal by the Daily Mail for a week or' ten days all the drill halls in
London had to be open all night taking in recruits. Supposing The
Whilst able Times did the same thing in Whitstable he wondered whether
they would have to keep their drill hall open, it was quite possible
and' it was worth trying. Anyway he put it forward as a suggestion.
Major Collard endorsed Lieutenant's Turner's thanks to the donors
of prizes and said one was very grateful to them and lie also wanted
to thank the employers of labour who allowed the men off to attend
camp. With fine weather they were going to have an excellent camp
at Arundel this year and he was looking forward to it tremendously.
Lieutenant Turner said with regard to recruiting in Whitstable he
feared the answer was in the negative. (Laughter).
The Roylance orchestra was in attendance and rendered delightful
music and the programme was also contributed to by Mr. Burden
(comedian), Mr. Slacken (impersonator), Miss Turner (soprano), Cpl.
Watkins (monologue), and Miss Mabel Budd (soprano), from the
Paladium and the Roylance Recital Company, all of whom delighted
the audience.
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THE BUFFS (EAST KENT REGIMENT).
Home Counties Area.
In each of the four corners tlie united Red and White Rose eiisigued with tlie Imperial Crown.
" Veteri Frondescil Honore."
" Blenheim," " Raniillies," " Oudcnarde," "Malplaquet," " Dettingen," " Guadaloupe, 1759," " Douro," " Talavera." " Albuliera," " Vittoria,"
"Pyrenees," " Nivelle," " Nive," " Orthes," "Toulouse," "Peninsular," " Punuiar," "Sevastopol," " Taku Forts," "South Africa, 1879,"
" Chitral," " Relief of Kiniberlcv," " Paardeberg," " South Africa, 190002.
The Great War—16 Battalions.—" Aisne, 1914," " Armentieres, 1914," " Ypres, 1915, '17," " Gravenstafel," "St. Julien," " Frezenberg,"
" Bellewaarde," " Hooge, 1915," "Loos," " Soinine, 1916,'18," " Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood," " Pozieres," " Flers
Courcclette," " Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," " Anere Heights,'' Ancre, 1916, '18," " Arras, '1917," " Scarpe, 1917," " Messiues, 1917,"
" Pilckem," " Passcliendaele," " Cambrai, 1917, '18," "St. Qucntin," " Avre," "Amiens," " Bapaume, 1918," " Hindenburg Line," " Epehy,"
"St. Quentin Canal," " Selle," " Sambre," "France and Flanders, 191418," "Struma," "Doirau, 1918," "Macedonia, 191518," "Gaza,"
" Jerusalem," "Tell Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Aden," "Tigris, 1916," " Kut al Arnara, 1917," "Baghdad," "Mesopotamia, 191518."
Tlie Dragon.

Agents—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Dragon," Depot, The Buffs, Canterbury.
Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association of the Buffs, Depot, The Buffs, Canterbury

Regular and Militia Battalions.
Uniform—Scarlet.
...
Bareilly.
Aldershot.
... Canterbury.

1st Bn. (3rd Foot)
2nd ,,
,,
Depot

Facings—Buff.
3rd Bn. (East Kent Mila.)

Canterbury.

Record and Pay Office ...

Hounslow.

Territorial Army Battalion, 4th Bn., Drill Hall, St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury.
Allied Regiment of Canadian Militia.
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada ...
ColonclinChief
Colonel
Officer Commanding Depot

1st and 2nd Battalions
(Regular).
Lt.Colonels. (2)
1 Smith, L H. 27/4/27
2 Crookenden, J.,
D.S.O.
1/1/28
Majors. (8)
2 Lee, G., D.S.O.,M.C.,
11/12/16

d. 2 Jackson, J. V. R.
18/1/17
1 Hart, N. S., 27/8/24
s. Scarlett, Hon. P. G.,
M.C.,p.s.c. 1/11/24
bt. It.col.
1/1/28
s. Thomson, A. B.,
M.B.E., p.s.c.

Toronto, Ontario.

1 Tuke, R. J. 22/11/24
I HammondDavies,
B.E., M.C., 22/11/24
1 Webster, R. W. M.
4/5/25
Sandilands, R. B.,
M.C., s.f.
4/5/25
s. Keblc, T. H. 11/5/25
d. I Wood, C. J.,
M.C.
11/5/25
2 Griffith, W.B.I 1/5/25
1 Wale, N. G. 11/5/25
1 Marshall, F. A. J. E,
D.S.O., M.B.F.,
M.C. [1]
17/9/25
t. Willows, J. R.21/9/25
2 Wilson, C. E, M.B.E.
27/4/27
1 Reid, T. R., M.C.
1/5/27
2 Knight. C.R.B. 1/6/27

1/11/26

2 Field, C.S., O.B.E.
27/4/27
s. Allen, J. F. W.,
M.C.,,p.s.c.
1/6/27
1 Hamilton, G. F.,
M.C.,
1/1/28

1 Oliver, G. L. B.

20/12/20

1 Coates, D. C. 16/7/21
1 Spear, T. H. 16/7/21
c.o. Crozier, J. C. T.
16/7/21
2 Cass, W. G., M.B.E.

17/12/21

d. 1 Crozier, F. G. 14/7/23
c.o. Mallam, K. M. C.
1/2/25
d. 2 Airy, E. A.
10/7/25
2 Haggard, C. 30/8/25
1 Boucher, V. 27/8/26
1 Williams, J. R. P.
27/8/26
2 Bruce, E.P.C. 29/1/27
2 Botley, J. A. 23/7/27
2 Nicholson, J. G.3/9/27
2 LyndenBell,
P. T. G.
3/9/27
1 Walters, H. de L.
3/9/27

Subalterns (34).
2
2

Captains. (14)
2 Morgan, II. de R.,
D.S.O., f.s.
4/8/15
Slronge, H. C. T.,
D.S.O., M.C.
ps.c.[l][T\ 16/9/15
1 PeareUi.A. J. 7/10/15
1 Wilkins, D. A.,
M.B.E., Adjt.l/l 1/15
2 Morlev, H. C. C.
23/12/15
d. 2 Howe, G. R. 30/12/15
2 Causton, L P., M.C.
10/3/16
s. Whitaker,
M.C.
2/9/16
bt. maj.
1/1/23
2 Alien, E. H. 13/9/16
c.o. Rice, N. D.
1/1/17
c.o. Haymen, E. W. P.
1/1/17
c.o. Backhouse, E. B.
3/12/21
1 Essell.L. M.S.14/3/22

12/5/14
6/11/14
11/3/25

His Majesty, Christian X., King of Denmark, K.G., G.C.B., G.C.V.O.
... Paget, Gen. lit. Hon. Sir Arthur H., G.C.B., K.C.V.O., ret. pay
Jackson, Major J. V. R., The Buffs

2
1

Lieutenants.
Hall, E. F., M.C.,
p.s.c. [(J Adjt. 1/7/17
Turner, A. F. St. A.
19/1/18
Robertson, II. P. P.
19/1/18
Fox, P. R. II., Af.C.
20/1/18

c.o. Rouie, W. H. 12/3/19
c.o. Lister, D. S., M.C.
21/6/19
c.o. Symonds, H.F. G.d'A.
21/6/19
c.o. Mitchell, G. H.
21/6/19
c.o. Hoare, N. £.24/10/19
Rose, A. J. D.,
M.C.
24/10/19
c.o. FearnsideSpeed,
A. A. J.N. 24/10/19
c.o. Sankey, G.E. 24/10/19
1 Milton, H. 25/12/19
Penlington, T. N. Id.
Adjt. 25/7/27)
21/2/20

c.o. Carturright, J. 21/2/20
2 King, J. E 21/2/20
2 Knocker, H. S.
20/12/20

1
2
1
1
2
2
1
2
1
2

2nd Lieutenants.
Dewar, M. P. D.
4/2/26
Parry, F.W.B. 4/2/26
Foster. J. H. N.4/2/26
Oliver, G. E. F.
11/2/27
Parry, It. F. 1/9/27
Williams, II. P. 1/9/27
Hill, C. G.
1/9/27
Connollv, J. F. 2/2/28
Craig, B. II.
2/2/28
Reeves, N. R. 2/2/28

Adjutants. (2)
1 Wilkins, D. A.,
M.B.E., capf.23/8/25
2 Hall, E. F., Af.C.,
p.s.c., Capt.
—
QuarterMasters. (3)
ii. Corney, A., M.B.E.
30/12/15
capt.
30/12/18
1 Andrews, A. W.,
D.C.M., It. 25/6/23
2 Dare, P., It.
9/9/26

3rd Battalion (Militia).
Hon. Colonel.
Brinckman, Sir Theo
dore F., Bt., C.B.
(Hon. Id.Col. in
Army)
28/6/08
15/7/07
Major.
Ward; H. E., O.B.E.
(Hon. 2nd Lt. in
Army)
22/5/15
Captains.
SilverwoodCope, A. L.
M.B.E.
27/1/16
Jackson, A.R.27/1/16

4th Battalion
(Territorial).
Drill Hall, St. Peter's
Lane, Canterbury.
Hon. Colonel.
Goschen, The Visct.,
G.C.I.E.,
C.B.E.,
V.D.
13/10/23
Lt.Colonel.
t.a. Bums, E B. 20/3/24
Major.
Collard, B. S. 14/1/25
Captains.
V.G. Deau, D. J., 27/7/21
bt. Maj.
1/1/27
Witts, C.S.F., T.D.
28/7/21
Coote, D. V. 13/1/24
Bacon, G. D., M.C.
13/1/24
Hardcastle, A. E. L
23/7/26
29/7/20
Lieutenants.
Sherwood, J. 1/5/19
Brooke C. H. M.
21/6/19

Turner, A. J. 20/7/23
Poile, R. S. 21/7/23
James, Hon. W. EC.
1/3/24
Hewitt, M. B. 2/3/24
Wagland, W. 3/3/24
31/7/21
Warner, G. R. 7/4/26
28/9/18
Igguldeu, D. P.
12/3/27
Mount, G. H. 27/9/27
Parish, E. G. 28/9/27
2nd Lieutenants.
Cheney, R. J. 9/6/26
Richards, W. J.
28/7/26
Rose, II. D. 17/12/27
Adjutant.
Willows, J. It., Cant.
The Buffs 14/12/27
QuarterMaster.
Keeler, F. H.,
maj.
25/1/13
Uniform—Scarlet.
Facings—Buff.

Cadet Units Affiliated.
1st Cadet Co., The Buffs.
Depot, Royal Marine
C. Corps.
Kent College C. Corps.
Simon Laugton School
C. Corps.

Supplementary Reserve
Category B.
Lieutenant.
Findlav, W. R.
28/8/25
2nd Lieutenants.
Gordon, C. A. R.
7/4/26
Reith, A. J. 15/12/26

(Army List, March, 1928).

THE DRAGON
Blinder and Dusty.
FIRST IMPRESSIONS AS A PRISONER OF WAR.
O ! Dusty is not dead : he still lives, but
a prisoner of war in German hands. During the
night of the raid, a shell burst a few yards from liim,
and lie was buried midst a debris of sandbags, props
and earth. When things quietened down he was
extricated by some German soldiers, one of whom
immediately cut off one of Dusty's shoulder straps :
then he was searched for curios and souvenirs, but
Dusty never possessed any watches, jewellery, rings,
or iu fact, anything likely to prove of interest to the
Bosch. He was marched back behind the lines to
the German Headquarters, where he found several
other
British
Officers
and
Tommies awaiting
interrogation, also a large number of German
wounded.
As luck would have it, English aeroplanes came over
in droves 011 bombing expeditions and seemed to take
a very particular fancy to the German Headquarters.
Shell fire
and shrapnell played havoc, whilst the
perpetual
pip—pip—pip—pip—of a Vickers Gun
hidden in an English aeroplane gave Dusty his first
impression of life behind the enemy lines.
During this time tlie prisoners were kept crowded
together in a white chalked triangle and forbidden to
put one foot outside the area marked, for fear of the
penalty of a bayonet thrust becoming an accomplished
feat. Dusty did, however, unconsciously place one
foot over the line and a sentry at once made a plunge
and yelled " Nine ! Nine !" or something sounding
very much like it.
Dusty drew his foot hack quickly and replied,
" Old 'ard—'old 'ard, yer nearly got ray blinking big
toe. There aint ' nine ' of us if yer counts—there's
abawt twenty 011 us." Of course the sentry thought
Dusty was using had language and threatened to shoot
him 011 the spot. At the same time Dusty learned his
first bit of German when he realised that the word
pronounced ' nine ' stood for ' no.'
One of the British prisoners was rather talkative,
but Dusty soon had him in line. " Don't you ask so
many perishing questions, old man ; instead of being
a 7th Royal Fusilier, I reckons yer've been slung in this
'ere triangle as a blooming spy "—and Dusty was quite
correct. The Germans took good care to mix a few
' supposed ' English prisoners among the genuine
article.
It soon became Dusty's turn to be
interrogated by the German Staff and lie was pushed
into the bull ring.
" Vas ist thr name ?" asied the General.
" Dusty " came the reply. At once there was
a yelling of voices, clashing of swords, rattling of chains
and a crashing of rifle butts, which heralded the most
important fact that Dusty had failed to salute the
man with the square head.
" Vas ist thr regiment ?" was the next query.
" The Buffs—and a blinking fine crowd thev is."
The General took his pen and wrote down exactlv
what Dusty had said and remarked. " Vat a long
name that English regiment has got." Then lie
enquired the name of the English General and when
Dusty answered " we calls 'ini 'ot stuff " down it went
011 paper with the remark to the staff " I not did hear
dat general's name before." The best, however, came
when the Colonel of the Buffs was enquired after.
" Oh 'im " replied Dusty. " Why, 'is name is
Jack the Ripper."
" Vat—Jack de Ripper. Vi do you 'im dat call ?"
Dusty pulled himself together and said—" Well,
its like "this 'ere—our Colonel creeps abawt 110 man's
land in the middle of the night wiv a long rope which
'as fish 'ooks on it, and a blinking great carving knife.
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Then 'e pinches all the Germans 'e can find, cuts their
blooming 'eads orf, shoves 'em 011 the fish 'ooks and
drags 'em all hack to the English lines."
" Mine Gott !" yelled the German General. " Vat
'e do dat for ? Vat for 'e take so many poor German's
heads ?"
Well yer see " replied Dusty " we as the 'air to
stuff sandbags wiv.''
" Veil, veil " spoke the German, " Vie will catch
dat Colonel of the Buff and a blinking fine crowd they
is tonight."
" Yer wont " answered Dusty. " Why, 'e's gone
'ome to Blighty in charge of a prisoners' camp where
they're agoing to send the subarine orfieers to."
In company of several other prisoners of all ranks,
Dusty started treking for an unknown destination,
from where it was expected, the party would be
entrained for Germany. Marching by day and late
into the night ; being forced to carry German wounded
en route ; footsore and weary, the poor British
prisoners went ou and 011, and Dusty's thoughts in
particular, went back to his pal and the dear old regi
ment, now miles away 011 the ' other ' side of the line
It is sad to relate that Dusty and those with him, were
even refused a drink of water to quench their parched
throats and clean tlieir gritty mouths. One Jerry
sentry, acting as part of tlie escort, handed Dusty a
petrol tin ; eagerly he raised it to his lips and yelled
out with pain—it was petrol. All the good old
fashioned humour of Dusty, all his jest and sayings
were fast becoming remembrance of days gone by.
He was sad and crestfallen, and when one thinks of
what he, and the little British party of officers and
men who were with him, were going through, well may
we say—' no wonder.'
The first
night they arrived at a place called
' Bertry.' It was nearly 11 p.m. and tlie whole party
were fagged out for want of sleep and something to eat
and drink. Iu the village of ' Bertry ' there was an
old, smashed up factory, with the destroyed machinery
laying all over the concrete floor.
It was already
filled with British prisoners collected from all parts of
the line. Into this factory Dusty and his party were
thrust like closely packed sardines in a tin. The
German was no respecter of rank—all, in his idea, were
prisoners—so into this living liell went Colonels.
N.C.O.'s and Men—all huddled together. Dusty
thought of the " Black Hole of Calcutta " which he
had so oft heard and read about. There was, however,
another ' Black Hole ' and that was the " Black Hole
of Bertry."
That night, Dusty slept with his head on the thighs
of a Colonel, whilst the latter had his feet stretched
across the chest of a worn out private of the I.eicesters.
So it was with everyone—all laying and huddling one
into the other, finding as much comfort from a broken
piece of lnachihery or someone else's body, as one
would have found from a feather bed. Of course,
when worn out, fatigued and hungry, sleep quietly
comes and brings with it—relief.
Dusty thought of many things whilst in this black
hole. 1Ie thought that midst the hardships of war,
or the piping tunes of peace, lie had learned little about
the British Army. To see real comradeship, real
patriotism, real genuine feeling between officer and
man, one must he a ' prisoner' of war. When
a German officer pushed Dusty, making him fall heavily
to the ground, he was called a ' cur ' by an English
officer, who at once stood between Dusty and the
German. It was wonderful how each stood for the
other in adversity—it was British.
Whilst sleeping in this den of misery, Dusty would
he awakened owing to the Colonel moving his legs
and would shout aloud " Keep yer blinking legs still,
Sir."
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" Alright old man " the Colonel would reply, " I
must shake your pillow up sometimes."
The day following this awful night a surprise was
in store : a wash hand basin of ' sour kraut' was given
to each prisoner. Its flavour was not particularly
enticing, but hungry men have no concern about taste
so long as a craving stomach is satisfied. The ' sour
kraut' went down Dusty's throat like a pint of beer
to a thirsty old sweat, at the end of a long route march
on a hot summer's day. " Wasn't it grand ?" he
exclaimed. "I suppose that's what they feeds Jerry
on."
" No they don't" spoke a man of the Middlesex.
" They gives 'em sausages."
" Sosarges
Sosarges " enquired a boyish
looking 2nd Lieut, of an elite British Cavalry Regi
ment. " Oh ! where are those sosarges ?"
" Why, up in the blooming air round Wypers "
answered Dusty."
It was a very rough, unshaven, dirty lot of
prisoners that marched out of ' Bertry' for ' Le
Cateau.' Tattered and torn, helping each other along
over the cobbles of the rough French roads, some men
with blisters so bad that they tramped in bare feet
with their boots hanging round their necks; others
suffering internally and forbidden to quit the ranks.
Officers and men went along together, each helping the
other—as Britishers. Arriving at' Le Cateau ' a young
French peasant girl waved her hand in sympathy, but
one of the German escort smacked her a nasty clout
across the face. A time would surely come, thought
Dusty, when that poor peasant girl would be
shorn of the nightmare of a German occupation.
Blinder thought often of his pal. " If I only 'ad
a line to say 'e was all kiff—I'd be satisfied " he said
to Amy Ainge one morning.
" Yes Blinder; but yer don't know what they
does the other side of the line. I knows Dusty and
Terry won't 'ave it all 'is own way wiv 'im " answered
Amy.
" I say Blinder " yelled Bobby Wittering, rushing
up all out of breath, " I've 'eard that Dusty 'as been
pinched and the Colonel's going to recommend 'im for
a D.C.M."
" Where did yer get that from ?"
" From the 8th Battalion " answered Bobby.
"Gawd's truf. I'm orf to see the C.O. I wants
to know what my pal 'as done to get a D.C.M. " said
Blinder.
.
Very soon Blinder was standing before his
Commanding Officer. " Why as yer given my pal
a D.C.M., Sir ?"
" For ' bravery in the field ' " came the reply.
Blinder held out his hand, which the Colonel
grasped. " Shove it there, Sir; I fort yer 'ad given
'im a Courts Martial."
JE

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
REGULAR FORCES.

The following is seconded :—
Lieut. A. J. D. Rose for serv. as an Officer of a Company of Gentle
men Cadets, R. Mil. Coll. (Feb. 2nd).
COMMANDS AND STAFF.
The following appointments are made :—
D.A.A.G.—Major A. B. Thomson, M.B.E., The Buifs, from a G.S.O.,
for Weapon Training, (a. CC) (March 1st).
Lt. E. F. Hall, M.C., to be Adjt. (Feb. 10th).

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Attested as shewn:—
Pte. O. M. Ward, 10228; Pte. F. Marsh, 14228 ; Pte. W. J.
Eggleton, 15228; Recruit C. Clubbe, 20228; Recruit J. Hay
ward, 21228; Recruit J. Stephens, 21228 ; Recruit A. V. Warne,
23228; Recruit J. Ede, 22228; Recruit F. Hopper, 27228;
Recruit J.Carter, 28228 ; Recruit W. Henderson, 27228 ; Recruit
A. Paramour, 1—328; Recruit H. Cullen, 2328.

PROMOTION.
6282307 L/Cpl. H. Kemsiey, promoted Corporal, 19228 vice
6278472 Martin, discharged.
POSTINGS.
II:
6278373 Pte. C. Mantle (2nd Battalion The Buffs) posted to this
Depot for a tour of duty, 15228.

DISEMBARKATION.

6278340 Sgt. A. Burville (1st Battalion The Buffs), accompanied by
family, disembarked at Southampton, ex f/.X. Somersetshire, on 27—2
1928 and posted to Depot for a tour of duty.
. . ,
____
6282366 L/Cpl. E. Bishop, posted to Depot for a tour of duty, 83
1928.
6135937 Pte. G. Boxall, posted to Depot for a tour of duty, 11328.
POSTINGS.
.
6653117 Pte. G. Owen, reposted to 2nd Battalion on completion
°* *6281521 L/Sgt. P. Stubberfleld, reposted to 2nd Battalion, 272
1928
6282307 Cpl. H. Kemsiey, reposted to 2nd Battalion on 531928.
5610356 Pte. J. Laker, reposted to 2nd Battalion, 1031948.

The 1st Battalion.

APPOINTMENTS.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals with'effect from dates shewn:
7340468 Pte. G. Torcy, "B 6282743 Pte. J. Harwood, B
6282909 Pte. R. Davis, "B," 13128 ; 6282803 Pte. *g^,Y£tej
241128; 6282733 Pte. E. Oliver, "D, 24128, 628Z9I1 Pte. J.
Rowntree, "D," 24128.
BOYS—AGE.
6283171 Boy J. Reynolds, "H.Q.," attained age of 18 years, 241

6282579 Boy S. Martin, "H.Q.," attained age of 18 years, 29128.
EDUCATION AWARDS.
.
QFRT A Larkins. "A," 6281873 Pte. G. Feakins, H.Q.,
6281586 Pte. L. Bygrave, "H.Q.," awarded First Class Certificates of
Education on 12th October, 1927. '
.
c„
6279995 Cpl. L Glazier, "C, passed in
French for Special
Certificate of Education on I2th October, 1927.
STRENGTH—DECREASE.
,,
6278707 L/Cpl. W. Cross, "H.Q.," 6278708 Bdn. H. Boot, **§».
6278400 Pte. A. Phillips, "B," 6278248 Pte. A. Finn, A (and Family)
embarked at Bombay on 28—10—27.
.
, ,, nn
6279284 Pte. J. Brockwell, "C, embarked at Bombay on 411 27.
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The 4th Battalion.

ENLISTMENTS.
The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are taken
on the strength and posted to Compames as^hewn
6283917 Pte. N. Holyer, "A" (R), 25128, b.OMJiw rxe. xx.
Moodv "A" (Ri 11128 : 6283920 Pte. A. Savage, A (R), 30128,
S'9 Pte. A. Steel, »D» (D), 6228 ; 6283918 Pte. 8.^nderdowm
ami /r^\ ,qi 1 no . aoqiqoi pte. F. Giles. B (C),
Pte. R. Kimber, "B" (Ch), 20228 ;..^^ Pte^G. Madams, B
(W). 22228: 6283922 Pte. A. Powell, "B (C), 1544H.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
6280613 L/Sgt. A. Croucher, "B," promoted Sergeant vice Watson,
discharged w/e from 20228.
. on.flier.
6282434 Cpl. A. Farrett, "B," appointed ySgt^ice

1_3628i354

1328. ...

L/Sgt. E. Rich, "D," promoted BandSergeant w/e from
^
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

THE OLDEST ESTABLISHED BUTCHERS BUSINESS IN THE

W. W. YOUNG,
FAMILY BUTCHER,
3 Palace Street, Canterbury.
Home killed Meat a speciality.
'Phone 25.

J. H. G. HAMILTON.
(Late FREND & SON).

WINE

MERCHANT.

(ESTABLISHED 1739).

26 St. George's Street,
CANTERBURY.
Telephone: 148 Oanterbury.

The HSlavy,o?vxny and
I'Air Force Institutes

SERVE

EXISTS TO

SERVICES the

It is the Services'own Business

PRICE LISTS AND CATALOGUES INCLUDE:

PROVISIONS, GROCERIES, CONFECTIONERY, WINES $
SPIRITS, TOBACCOS, CIGARS & CIGARETTES,
SPORTS GOODS & PRIZES, SPORTS OUT
FITTING, FANCY GOODS, HARDWARE,
BOOKS, STATIONERY
AND
PRINTING, CUTLERY AND
PLATE, ETC., ETC.
N.A.A.F.I. specializes in quality and can supply all Service requirements,
but is strictly limited to dealing with serving members of the Regular
Forces, their wives and families, and Territorials during Annual Training.
HEADQUARTER

IMPERIAL

COURT,

UPPER

OFFICES—

KENNINGTON

LANE

S.E.n

Phone: South Farnborough 403.

GUNNINGTON & GO.,
(W. H. T. CUNNINGTON),

GENERAL

SPORTS OUTFITTERS
to H.M. Forces at Home and Abroad for
nearly half a century.
SPECIALISTS in all Requisites for
FOOTBALL (Association or Rugby).
HOCKEY, GOLF, SQUASH RACKETS,
BADMINGTON, Etc., also BOXING
and ATHLETIC Requirements.

Complete List Post Free.

MERCHANTS

& CAMP OUTFITTERS.

7 PEABOBY RD., SOUTH FARNBOROUGH
WHOLESALE

AND

TOBACCO

CIGARETTES

GLASS

CHINA

EARTHENWARE

ENAMELWARE
CARNIVAL
GOODS

"The Sports Specialists,"
CLEANING
23 HIGH STREET, ALDERSHOT.
SUNDRIES
Telephone 92.
AWAITING

RETAIL

One Minute from the Queen Hotel,
Tel. : 7 South Farnborough.

ORDERS

fS
77)fii(e
\XJ jjALDERSHOT
OALDEF
THE SENIOR

STORE.

COLEBROOK & COMPANY, LT°
PURVEYORS OF

MEAT, FISH, POULTRY,
GAME, VENISON & ICE.
Fish Supplies direct from the Coast Daily.

Lynehford
MILITARY TAILORS &
BOOTMAKERS.
HOUSE FURNISHERS.
GENERAL DRAPERS.
REMOVALS

&

STORAGE.

(Ofiite's f>e:o Sowmge,
THE SOCIAL CENTRE.

fIDusic

HEAD Offices

Road,

North Camp.

120 BROAD STREET, READING.

Tel. : South Farnborough 19.

DEEPCUT DAIRIES.
Proprietor:

W. RAINEY.

GUERNSEY & JERSEY COWS KEPT FOR THE NURSERY.
PURE NEW MILK FROM OUR OWN COWS.
INSPECTION

INVITED.

Farnborough Rd, South Farnborough

Write: Editor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury
Telephone: 513.

TUTte6 Regiment—(Sucep's

No. 342.

fjltfCes of (Scmctbct.

May, 1928.

Price Sixpence

AT A CANNES REGATTA.

General Sir Arthur Paget.

Personalia.

W

E have much pleasure in reproducing
a snapshot taken at Cannes at a recent
regatta of our ColonelinChief, His Majesty
the King of Denmark and our Colonel, General
Sir Arthur Paget.
We much regret to announce that the most
recent reports regarding Sir Arthur's health are
not entirely satisfactory, but we trust that his
present indisposition may be of a very
temporary nature.

H.M. The King of Denmark.

Sir Arthur returns to England, according
to present arrangements, at the end of the
month.
General Sir Arthur LyndenBell has
recently been able to procure employment for
more than one member of the Past and Present
Association. The Secretary of the Association
would be most grateful if all who hear of any
vacancies in civil employment, likely to suit
men who have joined the Reserve, would
notify him as quickly as possible.
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Brig.General R. MeDouall will take the
chair at The Dragon Club Dinner at The White
hall Rooms, Metropole Hotel, on Wednesday,
June 20th,
Colonel Sir C. B. Vyvyan celebrated on
May 1st the 50th Anniversary of the day on
which he was gazetted to the Regiment We
wish him very many happy returns.
We are very glad to have news of Colonel
Kennedy. He is, unfortunately, still lame
as the result of the accident he met with when
he stepped out of a train on to the rails instead
of on to the platform in the dark, but this
does not interfere with his riding.
He hopes to leave India on the 19th May
on four months leave.
We hear that Mrs. Howard Smith was
" At Home" at Bareilly on February 15th
to the wives of the Warrant Officers, Sergeants,
Corporals and Privates of the 1st Battalion;
that some fifty
attended and that all
spent a most enjoyable afternoon.
We congratulate the 2nd Battalion very
heartily on the splendid success " over the
sticks " at the R.E. Point to Point, when in
the team race versus the Norfolk Regiment,
Buffs filled all three places—Capt. Morgan
first. Major Field second and Mr. Bruce third;
an account of the race appears on page 149.
ttt
, , , « i . ^
We congratulate Colonel E. B. Burns,
Commanding 4th Battalion, on his Brevet
promotion. Colonel Bums was present at the
rf^t ^ee^ing
Weald of Kent Branch
of the Past and Present .Association, held at
Tenterden, when we were glad to note that he
appeared to have quite recovered from his
recent accident and subsequent indisposition.
We learn that Major P. N. Alexander, M.C.,
has been promoted LieutenantColonel and
appointed to Command the 1st Battalion of
^ Qn®en s Own Rifles at Toronto. Lieut.
Col. Alexander succeeds Lieut.Col. R. L.
Johnston, V.D., who has been transferred to
and appointed to command the 3rd (Reserve)
Battalion of the Regiment.
Major Hamilton, on his way to India,
writes a cheery letter dated 12th March. He
is evidently in the best of form and says :
" We have had a very good voyage so far and
the draft are in excellent spirits." There
are, apparently, so many field officers on
board the ship that they are all doing orderly
officers' duty.

We congratulate Captain Baird on his
appointment as Secretary of Prince's Golf
Club at Sandwich, and we are delighted
to hear that he will still be able to carry out
his work as Hon. Secretary of the Regimental
Golf Society, which could very ill spare him.
We would remind our readers of the march
to the Cenotaph, arranged by the London
Branch of the Past and Present Association
for Saturday, May 19th.
We congratulate:—
Captain T. R. Reid on his engagement to
Miss Eleanor Margaret Haig.
Also Lieut. C. and Mrs. Haggard on the
birth of a son.
We much regret to announce the death
of the late SergeantMajor Charles Ralph.
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada have
a new Bandmaster, Mr. J. J. Buckle, who was
recently Bandmaster of the Queen's (Royal
West Surrey Regiment). Those who served
with the 1st Battalion, The Buffs, in Fermoy
—after the War, will remember Mr. Buckle
and the Queen's Band, and have reason to
congratulate our Allied Regiment on having
obtained his services.
Lieut. E. Barry has been appointed to the
Political service in Somaliland. He writes:
« jf anyone in the Regiment i; at any time at
Aden and wants to take a trip across the water
and have a shoot in Somaliland, I hope he will
remember that I am there and call on me for
any assistance that I may be able to give."
We hear that Mr. Boucher hopes to leave
India about the middle of June on four months
leave.
We congratulate Mr. Foster on his
performance at the recent Sports of the 1st
Battalion at Bareilly ; winning the quarter
mile, half mile, mile and hurdles, he was
nominated the best athlete of the meeting and
was awarded the " Walter Locke " shield.
By kind permission of the Senior Lieut.
Colonel, Guards Brigade, the String Band of
The Welsh Guards will provide the dance
music at the Cabaret Ball, which is being held
at Canterbury, on the 18th instant, in aid of
The Buffs Benevolent Fund.
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Births, Marriages and Deaths.

Obituary.

BIRTHS.
Bell.—6279642 Cpl. H. Bell, "A," a daughter,
Sheelagh Evelyn Henderson, born at
Bareilly on 4/2/28.
Clayton.—6278217 C.Q.M.S. G. Clayton, "B,"
a son, Raymond Derrick, born at Bareilly
on 2/2/28.
Clinker.—6282000 Cpl. J. Clinker, "B," a
daughter, Kathleen Violet Rose, born at
Canterbury, 21/3/28.
Haggard.—On April 5th, 1928, at 63 Leigham
Court Road, S.W.16, to Phyllis (nee Drew),
wife of Charles Haggard, The Buffs, a son.
Owen.—6653117 Pte. G. Owen, "C," a son,
William Ronald George, born at Canter
bury, 4/4/28.
Parsons.—1665230 L/Cpl. W. Parsons, "A,"
a son, Leonard Charles Henry, born at
Aldershot, 10/2/28.
Robinson.—On March 10th, 1928, at Bareilly,
to Constance Mary, wife of Sgt. A.
Robinson, a son.
Thomas 6280119 Pte. A. Thomas, "H.Q.,"
a daughter, Sylvia Margaret Victoria, born
at Aldershot, 15/3/28.
Towerzey.—6279083 Cpl. F. Towerzey,
"H.Q." a son, Ernest William, born at
Aldershot, 18/2/28.

C.S.M. RAWH, OF ASHFORD.

MARRIAGES.

Hart—Kelloway.—Mr. A. E. Hart (late
6278767, 2nd Battalion, The Buffs, married
at Hornsey, N.8., on the 7th April, to
Lily Kelloway.
Handscomb—Pickard.—6281842 Cpl. V.
Handscomb, "C," married at Redhill,
9/4/28, to Edith Alice Pickard.
Miles—Stevens.—6281758 L/Cpl. TV. Miles,
"B," married at Dymchurch, 24/12/27, to
Gwendolen Beatrice May Stevens.
Vant—Chantler.—6283113 Pte. S. Vant,
"M.G.," married at Dartford 7/4/28, to
Elizabeth Jane Chantler.
Whltaker—Beddow.—6282824
Pte.
F.
Whitaker, "C," married at Thornaby on
Tees, 7/4/28, to Lilian Beddow.
DEATH.

Ralph.—At Ashford, on Friday, March 23rd,
after a long illness, late No. "3007 Col.Sgt.
Instructor P. C. Ralph, The Buffs.

W

ITH the passing of exActing Regimental Sergeant
Major Charles Ralph, of 1 New Town, Ashford,
whose death occurred on Friday, March 23rd, at
the age of fiftyfour
years, the Buffs have lost
ytffc another of the old comrades who have been so
closely associated with it. A native of Ramsgate, he
spent some thirtyfive years of his life as a Regular
soldier, having joined up in 1889. He was at the relief
of Chitral in 1895 and served on the Indian frontier in
1897. The Boer War again saw him on active service,
and besides being wounded at Orange River, he was
seriously injured at Poplar Grove. He received the
King and Queen's medals, was mentioned in Lord
Kitchener's despatches and received the long service
and good conduct award. Mr. Ralph, who then held
the rank of C.S.M., came to Ashford in 1910, and for
five years acted as instructor to the local company of
the 5th Buffs. During the war he did duty as barrack
warden at Richborough and later at Canterbury. Mr.
Ralph had acted as custodian of the Southern Railway
Institute for five years, while for the last two years he
had been the general secretary of the club. He was
also a member of the Alfred Lodge, R.A.O.B., and
belonged to the Past and Present Buffs' Association.
General Sir Arthur LyndenBell writes:—
" I knew Ralph very well in the 1st Battalion
and he was one* of the most stouthearted as well
as one of the most loyal men I ever met. In good
times and in bad he was always the same cheery
fellow and those who served with him in the 1st
Battalion will remember his method of dealing with
anyone who might show the slightest tendency to
grouse. During the Chitral Expedition of 1895,
when the 1st Battalion had to go through a
tremendous amount of hard marching over very
difficult country with, very often, little or nothing
to eat, Ralph was at his best. And then one day
he had a bit of bad luck. Whilst walking along
a very narrow mountain path a mule kicked him
on the knee. It was a really serious injury, which
would have knocked out most men, but Ralph
struggled ou with the aid of a stick and when the
rear guard came into bivouac, the Medical Officer
called to me " That fellow Ralph has come in.
I don't know how he did it. I begged him to get
into the dhoolie, but he replied ' The Buffs don't
fall out.' "

" Effects,"

IST 611 of the names of deceased Officers,
Soldiers and Airmen whose personal
L
estate is held for distribution amongst the

NextofKin or others entitled.
Applications from persons supposing them
selves entitled as NextofKin should be
addressed by letter to " The Under Secretary
of State, War Office, Caxton House, TothiU
Street, London, S.W. 1," and marked outside
" Effects."
£ s. d.
Cairney, J., Pte., E. Kent Regt. ... 22 9 3
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No. 25.
SERVICE IN HOLLAND (NIMEGUEN, 1794); THE WEST INDIES (GRENADA, 1796).
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Map of the West Indies.

A

FTER their return from the West Indies
the Buffs enjoyed several years of peace
before being embarked for a further expedition
against the French consequent upon the out
. break of the French Revolution. In 1794 the
regiment joined the army commanded by the
Duke of York at Rosendaal in Holland. They
were slightly engaged during August of that
year and formed part of the garrison of
Nimeguen during its short siege. Their
sufferings during the winter from the frosts
were only exceeded by those of the French
Army during the disastrous retreat from
Moscow in the year 1812, and after taking part
in a general affair of picquets at Sombreuil
early in 1795 they embarked for England iu
April.
That same year the regiment reembarked
for the West Indies, this time in two ships
and accompanied by the commanding officer
in his private yacht. Owing to storms the
ships were soon separated, one half of the
battalion finally reaching St. Vincent and the
other half Grenada. There is no mention of
the fate of Lieut.Colonel Lord Craven's yacht.
On the 24th March, 1796, four of the five
companies from the second ship took part in the
attack on Post Royal, Grenada. The British
troops seized a hill near the sea about
a thousand yards from the French position
and during the night a battery was thrown up.

The post occupied by the enemy was a steep
hill with a fort constructed on the summit,
this fort containing several guns. As French
reinforceinents were arriving in the bay an
immediate attack was decided on and the
four companies of the Buffs with the 29th and
63rd Regiments, supported by the 9th, were
ordered to attack the fronts while the 8th, one
company of the 88tli, and a black corps moved
against the right flank.
Three paths led to
the enemy's position ; by the upper one the
ascent was steep and difficult ; the middle one
passed through a thick logwood fence quite
close to the enemy while the lower one went
round the base of the hill. The guide directed
the Buffs by the middle one ; and on arriving
at the fence they found that there was only
one narrow gap. Of those who passed through
the greater number fell and the attack, though
pressed gallantly, failed. The 63rd, however,
took the lower path and seeing the situation
directed the Buffs to it.
The enemy,
encouraged by their success near the fence,
held to their position and were routed by this
flanking movement. The fort was carried by
assault and nearly every man of the garrison
perished. Of the Buffs 2 officers and
11 private soldiers were killed and 2 officers,
2 sergeants and 49 privates wounded, while
further casualties were suffered during the
subsequent subjugation of the island.
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Meanwhile the other wing of the regiment
had been employed in the reduction of St.
Vincent and displayed great bravery in the
attack on the enemy post at New Vigie on the
10th June. On this occasion one ensign and 6
private men were killed and one officer,
one sergeant and 15 privates wounded. Later
the other companies reached the island and
the whole regiment was engaged in subduing
the native Caribbees, suffering several
casualties.

Throughout this time Napoleon Bonaparte
had been leading the French armies from
conquest to conquest.
By 1807 he had
defeated a combined Russian and Austrian
army and had brought Prussia to her knees.
Italy and Spain also were in his power and he
now resolved to occupy Portugal and close
her ports to England. Portugal, terrified of
his power, decided to break with England.
The British Government, however, decided
that the Portuguese fleet at all costs must be
prevented from falling into French hands.
At the same time as action was taken
to achieve this, a force under General
Beresford, which included the 1st Battalion
the Buffs, was sent to occupy Madeira. On
the 29th October, 1807, the Portuguese Fleet
put to sea under British escort and on the
24th December Madeira surrendered upon
pledge that it would be restored at the end of
the war. The Buffs were left there in garrison.
E.F.H.
AllBritish Pentathlon Championships.

C. G. DILLON, piuxt.
GENERAL

S. W. RHYNOLDS,'_SCUlpT.
SIR

GEORGE

DON.

Colonel of the Buffs, 1829—1832.
Published by C. G. Dillon, Oct. 10th, 1808.

The regiment was afterwards engaged in
the capture of the islands of St. Bartholomew
(Swedish), St. Martin (Dutch), St. .Thomas,
St. John and Santa Cruz (all Danish), Saba
and St. Eustatius (Dutch). They then
returned to the Channel Isles and in 1803
a second battalion was raised. In 1807 the
1st Battalion embarked with the expedition to
the River Weser under the command of
General Don but returned the following year
without having seen any fighting.
'

Permission has been given by the War Office to
Officers and Other Ranks, with approval of their
CommandersinChief, to take part in the AllBritish
Modern Pentathlon Championships for the purpose
of finding
a team to represent Great Britain at the
Olympic Games at Amsterdam. The Commanderin
Chief, Aldershot Command, has given consent for the
AllBritish Championships to be held at Aldershot on
May 20th and 22nd. This Championship is open to
Amateur Civilians as well as all the Services. The
conditions of the competition are as follows :—
Revolver shooting—(rapid fire
at 28 yards—20
shots in 4 series of 5 each at standing
silhouette).
Swimming 330 yards—(free style).
Sword Fencing—(Epee).
Riding—(3 miles 200 yards across country, natural
and artificial obstacles).
Running—(cross country—2i miles with natural
obstacles).
Each competitor has to compete in all events. The
competitor who comes out best in all events is the
winner ; he will receive a challenge cup, which he will
hold for a year, also a medal. Medals will he given to
all competitors who attain certain standards in the
events.
As it may be necessary to hold eliminating
competitions in various Military Centres, any intending
competitor, other than those serving iu His Majesty's
Arms, should communicate immediately with the
Hon. Secretaiy, Captain W. P. BradleyWilliams,
D.S.O., Chief Instructor, Army School of Physical
Training, Aldershot.

United Services Fund.
The New Chairman.
MajorGeneral the Lord Loch, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.,
M.V.O., has been appointed Chairman of the Council
of Management of the United Services Fund, in
succession to the late FieldMarshal the Earl Haig.
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Record of the "Carter" Family.

1

1

I

1

4

4

1
1

1
1

1
1

1
1

1
1

1

1

1

1

1

1
1

4

5

9 »
4 „

173 yrs.

Meritorious
Medal.
Long Service
Medal.

22 „

1
1
1

3

1

Yes Married into The Buffs.
„
„
„ The Buffs.
„
„
„ 4th Battalion The Buffs.
„
„
„ The Buffs.
„
,,
„ R.E. (Husband died after war).

Combined Records of the family
(1) Father and four sons, all living at thesame (4) Two sons had the hohour of being awarded
time with each wearing the "GoodConduct"
' Commissioned' rank in the Buffs.
and "Long Service" Medal. The father (5) Two sons have given their lives on the
also had the " Meritorious Medal." field
with The Buffs.
(2) The entire family of 12 children were born (6) The family have the honour of holding 27
in the Buffs, and "sons and daughters"
decorations.
of the Regiment."
(7! Capt. E. A. Carter's son was born in the
(3) A verage service of entire family including
sameroomof tlie W.O.Q'rs. at Canterbury,
2 in Territorials = 21 7/12 years. Average
which he was 'himself* born in.
of " regulars" only =» 26 7/12.
W. A. CARTER, Capt., M.C., " The Buffs,"
27th March, 1928.

Matters of Interest.
ASSOCIATIONS FOR ASSISTING SOLDIERS AND SAILORS.

A list of organizations for the assistance of serving
and exservice officers, men, women and their
dependants has been compiled by the War Office and
published by His Majesty's Stationery Office (price
6d.). The Army organizations, which include Regi
mental Associations, Old Comrades Associations, War
Memorial Funds and other charities, number
approximately 250; and, in addition, there are some
40 organizations devoted to the interests of naval
officers and men; nurses who have been employed
in military hospitals ; former members of the Women's
Legion, and others. Requests for further information
or enquiries, should be addressed to the Under
Secretary of State (C.I.), The War Office, London,
S.W.I.
Reoords of other Regiments—concluded from p. 145.
Guards in the Great War. In the Foot Guards each
company has a special crest of its own, and these are
borne in rotation, one at a time, on the Regimental
Colours. Thus, the original Regimental Colour
presented to the Welsh Guards in 1915 and now laid
up in Llandaff Cathedral hears the badge of No. 1 or
The Prince of Wales' Company, three silver lions, the
Arms of Griffith ap Cynan, who was King of North
Wales about 1079 A.D. The present Regimental
Colour, presented by His Majesty the King at Windsor
Castle in* June, 1925, bears the badge of No. 2
Company, three golden eagles on a green shield, the
arms of Owen Gwynedd, the eldest son of Griffith ap
Cynan, who succeeded his father as King of North
Wales.

Deceased.
Transferred to A.P.C.
Died S.A. Enteric Fever.
Commissioned IstBn. '15.
To A.P.C. twice mentioned
in dispatches..Still serving
Commissioned IstBn. '14.
Killed France, Oct., '18
4th Buffs.
4th Buffs. Unfit for Comb
atant Service. Posted to
R.E., Dover.

5

DAUGHTERS.
Carter, Jessie
„ Millie
„
Maude
„
Violet
„ Daisy

Remarks.

1

1896
>*i
1908
1915

G.C. Medal.

R. B.
E.

1

1
1
1

j Victory Medal.

H. H.

„
„

Mons Star.

„

Q.M.S.
Pte.

41 yrs.
30 „
7 »
28 „
32 „

Queen's S.A.

Capt.

1857
1888
1892
1892
1896

King's S.A.

4934
T.A.
T.A.

Father
Yes

Military Cross.

R.S.M.Carter, W.
C.S.M.
„ W.
Cpl.
„ P.
Capt.
„ E. A.
S.S.M.
,. L. V.

Total
Service.

J
160
2850
3924
3925
4933

Enlisted in
the Buffs.

Rank and Name
in order of birth.

If born in
The Buffs.

Regimental No.

DECORATIONS.

FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE FAMILY.
WEST INDIES.
SOUTH AFRICA.
INDIA.
CHINA.
STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.
MALTA.
GIBRALTAR.

EGYPT.
MESOPOTAMIA.
PALESTINE.
ADEN HINTERLAND.
FRANCE.
BELGIUM.
DEMERARA.

On June 3rd, 1919 (H.M. the King's birthday)
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales was appointed
Colonel of the Welsh Guards, and orderlies from the
regiment have accompanied His Royal Highness on his
postwar travels as " the Ambassador of Empire."
Wales has always been regarded as a musical
country (does not the Welsh national anthem speak
of it as " the birthplace of song " ?) and the Welsh
Guards, ever since 1915, have had the distinction of
possessing a regimental choir which is admitted by
competent judges to he one of the finest male voice
choirs in the country. In the world of sport also, the
reputation of Wales as a training ground for rugby
footballers has been worthily upheld by the Welsh
Guards, who won the Army Rugby Football Cup in
1922/23 and have since figured
in the final as
" runnersup " on two occasions.
The nicknames of the regiment are " The Taffies,"
from their nationality. During the War a story was
told of a subaltern of the Welsh Guards (then a quite
new and untried unit) whose " leg had been pulled "
considerably by members of the older Guards regi
ments. He had been carefully reminded that " Taffy
was a Welshman, Taffy was a thief," and that, as
a representative of the most junior regiment of Guards,
his place was somewhere in the background. He
neatly turned the tables on his tormentors by sweetly
explaining " Of course, you know, the Welsh Guards
really prefer to march in rear of the Guards Brigade—
then we can feel quite sure that our packs are not being
rifled!"
R. MAURICE HILL.
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Records of Other Regiments.
No. XXXVIII.

THE WELSH GUARDS.
Regiment of Foot Guards " would be the leek. The
" Loos," " Ginchy," " FlersCourcelette,''"Morval,"
story goes that on St. David's Day in the dim and
" Pilckem," " Poelcapelle," " Cambrai, 1917, '18,"
distant past there was a great battle between the Welsh
" Bapaume, 1918," " Canal du Nord," " Sambre."
and the Saxons. . The former wore a leek in their caps,
*
*
*
*
to distinguish them from their foes, and as they were
By the recent transference of the Guards Depot
victorious, the leek henceforth became the national
from Caterham to Canterbury, members of one of the
emblem of Wales. It is customary for members of
youngest regiments in the British Army (The Welsh
the Welsh Guards to wear leeks in their headdress on
Guards) have made their first appearance in one of the
St. David's Day.
oldest garrison towns in. the British Isles, for
The following are the points which distinguish the
Canterbury has rarely been without a military
dress of the Welsh Guards from that of the rest of the
population of some kind since the days when the
Guards Brigade. The tunic buttons are arranged in
Roman legionaries landed in Kent.
two sets of five. The capband is black. The plume
It was on the 6th of February, 1915, that Lord
worn in the bearskin cap is of green and white, the old
Kitchener sent for LieutenantGeneral Sir Francis
colours of the Tudors.
Lloyd (a Welshman who had served many years in *
His Majesty conferred another distinction on the
the Grenadier Guards and was at that time the General
regiment by ordering that the senior company. Number
Officer Commanding, London District) and instructed
One Company of the First Battalion of the Welsh
him to arrange for the raising of a new regiment of
Guards, should be known as " The Prince of Wales's
Welsh Guards. It had been decided that this, step
Company."
should be taken as a mark of His Majesty's approval
On August 3rd, 1915, the 1st Battalion Welsh
of the gallant services of Welshmen in the Great War,
Guards received its first stand of Colours from His
which had then been raging for six months. " Gallant
Majesty the King, at Buckingham Palace, and exactly
Little Wales" already provided three of our most
a fortnight later they sailed for France, where they
famous infantry regiments of the line and several
joined the newly formed Guards Division. The Welsh
smart yeomanry corps, but the young Welshman who
Guards had their baptism of fire at Loos. The high
desired to become one of His Majesty's " Household
reputation earned by the new Guards regiment at
Brigade" had previously had to join an English
Hohenzollern Redoubt was upheld in all subsequent
regiment—usually the Grenadiers. An Official Report
engagements, at Ypres (where Sergeant Robert Bye
issued by the Army Council a few months before the
won the Victoria Cross), on the Somme, at Messines,
commencement of the Great War showed that there
at Bapaume and at Cambrai. The enemy's opinion
were one hundred and forty noncommissioned officers
of them may be gathered from the following typical
and men of Welsh birth serving in the Foot Guards on
extract from a letter found on a dead German officer :—
1st October, 1913—most of them being in the
" By our Intelligence Reports they had a whole
Grenadiers. When the war with Germany commenced
fresh Guards Division at Loos, and even Guards of
many hundreds of men from the principality became
Wales and Highlander Guards, (the latter must
Guardsmen, and the new corps of Welsh Guards was
refer to some of the pipers of the Scots Guards).
raised from Welshmen already serving in the Greandier
It was the British Guards who first took the
Guards.
Hozenzollern Redoubt and then caused such sad
When interviewing Lord Kitchener, Sir Francis
losses during our offensives to retake it. They
Lloyd had promised that the new unit should go on
are not only ornamental soldiers for London royal
guard on St. David's Day and, despite many difficulties,
palaces, for their shooting was indeed a lesson to
they did! On March 1st, 1915, they " mounted
our recruits, also their use of cover."
Buck " (to use the Guardsman's slang term) for the
On the King's Colour of the Welsh Guards, which is
first time. His Majesty the King watched the
of crimson, appears the Dragon, with an Imperial
" Changing of the Guard " from an upper window of
Crown above, and the motto " CYMRU AM BYTH "
Buckingham Palace. Owing to a shortage of officers,
(" Wales For Ever") below. The Dragon of the
the Battalion Commander of the Welsh Guards had
Welsh Guards is very similar in appearance to that of
to carry out the duties of " Captain of the King's
The
Buffs, but is shown in gold instead of green. The
Guard," this being the only known instance of that
Regimental Colour of the Welsh Guards, as of all other
duty being undertaken by a Commanding Officer.
Guards regiments, is the Union Flag with a Company
Soon after their formation, it was announced that
Badge in the centre and gilt scrolls bearing the names
the badge worn on the caps, collars, shoulder
of ten of the twenty Battle Honours won by the Welsh
straps and buttons of " His Majesty's Fifth or Welsh
BATTLE HONOURS.
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Past and Present Association, The Buffs.
A /f INUTES of the 77th meeting of tlie Regimental
_IV± Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at the
Naval and Military Club, London, on Thursday, 12th
April, at 10.30 a.m.
Present :—
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge, K.C.B., (in the
Chair).
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Lt.Colonels J. Crookenden, D.S.O. and R. S. I.
Friend, D.S.O.
Majors F. W. Tomlinson and G. D. Hickman.
Lieut. T. N. Perdington.
MINUTES of the last meeting were approved and
signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK CLUB.—It was decided
in view of the replies received, that the enclosure tent
should be provided for tlie second Cricket Week in
August, only if the Depot could arrange to alter the
date of the match, Buffs v. Royal West Kent Regi
ment. Lieutenant Penlington promised to endeavour
to arrange accordingly.
FRIENDS OF CANTERBURY CATHEDRAE.—With
reference to the proposal by the Dean that the
Regiment as a whole should associate itself with the
Friends of Canterbury Cathedral, it was decided that
this should be done and that it should be in the form
of au Endowment Fund, the interest of which should
primarily be used for the upkeep of the Warriors'
Chapel. It was further' decided that the 2,000
subscribers to The Buffs' History should be written to
in the first place, to invite them to subscribe to this
Endowment Fund.
DRAGON DINNER CLUB.—GUESTS. It was decided
that subject to General Paget's approval, the King of
Denmark should be invited and also Sir T. Brinckman.
Past and Present Association.
" THE DRAGON."—It was decided that in addition
to the £50 already transferred from the Dragon
account, from the profits accruing from the publication
of the paper during the financial
year ending 31st
March, 1928, a further £200 should be so transferred.
FINANCE.—Approval was given for au advance of
£6 (3s. to permit of
Mr.
proceeding to
a Convalescent Home, this man being a member of
the Association, on the understanding that £3 of this
advance would be recovered from the 10/ a week
National Health Insurance which this man draws.
(b) Approval was given for continuation of a pension
formerly granted to the late Mr.
to his
widow, subject to review.
(c) With reference to the letter received from the
Salvation Army, for financial
assistance to
enable Mr.
to proceed to Australia, a loan
of £10 was approved, provided the balance was
forthcoming from some other source.
THE BENEVOLENT FUND.—With reference to the
suggestion that the Benevolent Fund should be
registered as a Charity, Major Tomlinson undertook
to interview the Charity Commissioners on this point.
LADIES' BRANCH.—With reference to the proposal
put forward by the London Branch, that a Ladies'
Branch of the Association should be established, it
was decided that anyhow for the present, the facilities
for ladies to become Associate Members of the
Association should suffice.
MEMORIAE SERVICE AND PAST* AND PRESENT
CRICKET MATCH.—A limit of £20 was approved in
connection with the expenses that might be incurred
by the O.C. Depot iu providing luncheons for members
of the Association attending the Memorial Service,
and also iu providing teas for those members who
attend the Past and Present Cricket Match.

NEXT MEETING.—The day for the next meeting in
Maj' to be decided as soon as it could be ascertained when
the date of the first Annual Festival of the Friends of
Canterbury Cathedral is known.
DISBURSEMENTS.
During the period 18/3/28 to 18/4/28 the following
disbursements have been made :—
Mar. 20.
21.
26.
30.
Apr. 2.

5.
II.
13.
14.
16.
17.

Grant
Grant
Eoan ...
Grant
Loan ...
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant
Grant

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...

...
...

...

...

...



...
...

...
...



...
...
...

...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

...

...
...


£ s.
2 0
10
13 0
0 10
2 0
2 0
10
" '0
10
10
10
6 10
0 10
10
2 0
0 5

d.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

DONATIONS.
During the period 18/3/2S to 18/4/28 the following
donations have been received :—
J. II. Skeer, Esq
1st Battalion
Captain J. G. Smith ...
...
Mrs. Ronald
Charitable Fund (1st Battalion)'

...

...

...

£ s. d.
0 16
6 0 0
1 " 0
010 0
18 0 0

NEW MEMBERS.
During the period 18/3/28 to I8/4/2S the following
new members have joined the Association :—
LIFE MEMBERS :—
W. W. Neve, F. J Chittenden, W: Nash, W. Oakes, IE Paine,
J. Stokes, A. Man, C.S.M. Farrow, Pte. Perry, I'te. Quelleron, F.
Alliughani, F. Mullinger.

NEW MEMBERS :
J. Vaughan, H. Holding, J. G. Scott, A. Emery, Mr. Short. W.
Wackrill, W. Brooks, Mr. Skene, R. W. Wade, P. Clark, C. A. Butcher,
A. R. Doughty, E. I Gurnev, A. Bean, J. Hawkins, F. W. Wells, S.
Moore, C. Curtise, G. Bilsby, C. White, O. Parks, R. Taylor, G. Chap
man, E. Relph, W. Cooper, G. W. Dennis, J. Bean, A. H. Bourne. W.
Richards, H. Apps, H. George, C. Clemetson, IE Brooks. R. Baker,

G. Haylor, P. Page, B. Hope, W. Wilkinson, J. Fryer, H. R. Bridge,
R. B. Deal, S. F. Fuggle, J. Taylor, A. Payne, W. Wooilett, G. Hoad,
S. Turner, II. Boulding, E Nye, R. Rylott, I'. Munn Mace, II. .T. Avis,
Mr. Wildish, G. R. Beale, J. Lockett, R. E. Goldsack, Pte. Horne,
Pte. Denham, Pte. Hughes, I'te. Robinson, I'te. Wilkinson, Pte. Heas
rnan, Sgt. Eouth, Boy Martin, Boy Tritton, Pte. Mummery, E/Cpl.
Golding, Pte. Bygraves, BdSmn. Fearon, Pte. Johnson, Pte. Packman,
Pte. Tavlor, Pte. Almond, Pte. Castle, Pte. Carr, E/Sgt. Curtiss, Pte.

Pte. Terry, Pte. Wickenden, L/Cpl Wheeler, Pte. Ilarloe, Pte. Cook,
Pte. Dawson, Pte. Blytlie, Pte. Cornish, E/Cpl. Barr, L/Cpl. Watts,
Pte. Wood, Pte. Taylor, Pte. Cork, Pte. Avery, i'te. Eldridge, Pte.
Robbins, Pte. Sales, Pte. Dixon, Pte. Kim her, Pte. Hatlieriy, Pte. Tofts,
Pte. Woodard, Pte. Gallagher, Pte. Cannon, Pte. Kirby, Pie. Heath
field. Pte. Prver, I'te. Hodds, Pte. Gardner, Pte. Grieves, Pte. Miller,
Pte. Bramwell, Pte. Green, L/Cpl. Acott, Pte. Austin, Pte. Burgess,
Pte. Miles, C.Q.M.S. Ross, Pte. Hollands, Pte. Wilson, Pte. Turrcl,
Pte. Wild, Pte. Woodgate.

Ashford Branch.

The monthly meeting was held at the Invicta Hotel on Saturday,
14th April.
.
.
.
.
We had a very enjoyable evening, with Mr. II. Ades in the Chair
and Mr. J. King, ViceChairman.
We were all pleased to sec Colonel II. Findlay turn up again and
offer many thanks to him for liis report of the progress of the
Association.
.
. . . . .
, .
It was decided to hold our next meeting at the Market Inn Hotel,
which is on Saturday, 12th May.
_
Mr. R. Barnes was elected on the Committee to represent Great
The following rendered harmony during the evening: Mr. I..
Keeue (Pianist), Mr. King Cole, F. Salmons, Con Davis, C. Waghorne,
L. Keene and R. Barnes.
JL
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THE DANCE AT DOVER.

Dover Branch.
The 6th monthly General Meeting of the Dover Branch of the
Past and Present Association Tlie Buffs was held at The Buffs Drill
Hall on Thursday, 12th April, 1928.
Major R. W. Foster was in the Chair and was supported by Lieut.
J. Sherwood and Dr. E E. Elliot.
BRANCH MEMBERSHIP.—It was announced that the Branch
Membership has now reached the figure of 181 aud it is hoped that
the 200 mark will be reached before the next Monthly Meeting.
DANCE ACCOUNTS.—The Accounts of the Dance held in aid of the
Branch funds were read by tlie Chairman, who said that he was glad
to announce that as a result of the Dance, the sum of £2 16s. 7d. had
been added to the local funds. Votes of thanks were tendered to
Mr. G. S. Hogben, who fulfilled the duties of M.C. and Organiser of
the Dance anil to C.S.M. Love, who carried out the decorative scheme
and Hall arrangements. The Chairman stated that it is hoped to hold
another D#ance in tlie near future.
VISIT OF COLONEL FINDLAY.—At this point in tlie proceedings,
Colonel Findlay arrived and was greeted with loud applause. Colonel
Findlay stated that he had recently attended a meeting of the
Cranbrook 'Weald of Kent' Branch, at which some 70 or 80 members
of the Past and Present Association were present, including a party
of 20 members from the Ashford Branch. Such attendance on behalf
of the Ashford members shows the very fine spirit which exists in the
Association and goes far to cement the good fellowship despite the
miles that separate the Branches. Colonel Findlay said that there
are always two questions in his mind :—
1. What is the Membership of tlie Branch ?
2. What do they do for their unemployed ?
Dealing particularly with the second question, he stated that he
hoped that Branches would do their utmost to help their members
who are unfortunate in being unemployed and that if one Brancli knew
of a vacancy, but could not fill it from their own unemployed, they
should notify other Branches in tlie hopes that some member or other
should benefit.
GAMES EVENING.—Mr. Marchant, Secretary of the Dover Branch,
announced that a Games evening had been arranged with the members
of the Round House Club (Dover) for Saturday, 21st April,
commencing at 8 p.m. Billiards, Crib, Whist and Darts will be played
and Mr. Duberry Evans was elected Captain of the Dover
Branch Team.
IN MEMORIAM.—A most excellent proposition was made by Mr.
W. E. Plater and seconded by Mr. T. H. Holloway :—
" That any member of the Branch might nominate a Buff
who has "passed over" as a perpetual member of the Past and
Present Association by paying a year's subscription for tlie
nominated member. The names of Nominee to be either suitably
inscribed on a Disc on a Roil of Honour Board or by someother
method to be hereafter decided."

This proposition was passed unanimously and tlie following
nominations were made :—
Sgt. E Dyer, l/4tli The Buffs ; Dr. E. C. Newman, I/4th The
Buffs; Cpl. C. E. W. Sherwood, 7tli Bn. The Buffs; Sgt. W. E.
Hinchcliffe, l/4th The Buffs; Sgt. W. Stroud, 2nd The Buffs; Pte.
F. Webb, l/4th The Buffs; Col.Sgt. Swann, 2nd The Buffs; Col.
A. D. Geddes, 2nd The Buffs, and Sergt. A .J. Holloway, 1st The Buffs.
SONGS.—A very successful Meeting concluded with songs, rendered
by Mr. Lansdeli and Mr. Reader, with Mr. Newiug at the piano.
On Saturday evening, the 20th April, we had a series of games
with the Round House Club in Townwall Street.
It is to be regretted that the Round House Club were the winners
by 19 games to 14. Our chief weakness was Billiards, but we can
console ourselves with the knowledge that the Club have three tables
beautifully situated and so we will say they were better trained. In
fact it is a fine Club aud we were kindly shown round by one of tlie
attendants.
We won the Crib tournament. I expect our men counted better.
The darts board, which is situated in a snug little corner, was a
great centre of attraction.
Mr. Duberry Evans was our Captain and very efficiently he carried
out tlie duties. I am sorry to say we had to fine him, together with
Ginks Stroud aud Mead, for being without their badges. Must pull
them up, you know
The Round House increased tlieir membership and so did the
Association and everybody iiad a very pleasant evening.
Sgt. Major had hard luck in tlie Billiards. They were laying
beautifully and he wanted three, when they said " Time." Little
Drummer Amos won his game, but Mr. Sherwood had a tie with Mr.
Pudney.
Nobby Clark and his son won at Snooker.
Our thanks are due to Mr. Bailey and the members of tlie Club who
did tlieir best to make it a very pleasant evening. They succeeded
wonderfully well in doing so and we hope to have a return match at
the Drill Hall soon.

Dance.
A most successful Dance organised by the
Entertainments Committee of the Dover Branch of
the Past and Present Association, The Buffs, was held
at The Buffs Drill Hall, Dover, on Wednesday, 28th
March, 1928.
The Dance was attended by over 200 people and
amongst those present were His Worship The Maj'or
of Dover (Alderman R. J. Barwick, J.P.) and the
Mayoress, MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell,
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K.C.B., K.C.M.G., Major and Mrs. Foster, Capt. and
Mrs. Stone, Capt. N. Thompson, M.C., Lt.Commander
Brown, D.S.O., (late R.N.V.R.), Lieut, and Miss
Sherwood, R.S.M. Potter (RegimentalSergeantMajor,
Depot The Buffs) and Mrs. Potter, Miss Corney, C.S.M.S
Couchman and Love (Permanent Staff, 4th Battalion
The Buffs), C.S.M. Howard and twelve members of
the Sergeants' Mess, Depot The Buffs, Sergeant
Drummer Tripp, Mr. Marchant (Hon. Secretary, Dover
Branch) and Mr. P. Stroud (Hon. Treasurer, Dover
Branch). A telegram was received during the evening
from Colonel H. Findlay (Hon. Secretary, Past and
Present Association The Buffs) regretting his inability
to be present.
Dancing commenced at 7.30 p.m. and continued
until 1.30 a.m., and judging from the repeated requests
for encores, there is no doubt that the company present
had a very enjoyable evening.
During the evening, Miss Maisie Harrison, a young
lady of some nine summers, gave a splendid exhibition
of solo dancing, which received great applause from
an appreciative audience.
A very large share in the success of the Dance is
due. to the untiring energy of Mr. G. Hogben (late
SergeantDrummer, 4th (Reserve) Battalion The
Buffs) who in a most capable manner performed the
duties of M.C. The Hall was delightfully decorated,
the Regimental colours (buff and blue) being
predominant and the entire credit for such excellent
decoration is due to C.S.M. Love and his assistants,
Cpl. Keeler and Ptes. Cole and Letchford. The King's
Colour and The Regimental Colour, together with the
excellent set of Drums of the 4th Battalion The Buffs
(T.A.) were brought into the colour scheme and the
Hall, which is very vast, has never been seen to better
advantage. The music, which was greatly appreciated,
was provided by The Buffs (T.A.) Dance Orchestra,
which, although it has only been formed this winter,
has already gained a great reputation.
It is understood that another similar Dance will be
held in the near future and we feel confident that if
anybody follows the excellent example of MajorGeneral
Sir Arthur LyndenBell and travels 50 miles to such
Dance, they will be amply rewarded for making the
journey.
London Branch.
The Drill Hall of the " London Irish Rifles " was packed on tlie
night of the 21st April, the occasion being the Dance organized by the
London Branch Entertainment Committee.
The huge success of the
evening—in fact many voiced the opinion it was our best show—only
proves the old saying: " If a thing is worth doing, it is worth
doing well." The Committee appointed Mr. Ainge to run the show
—and he did it well.
Ted Lamb made an admirable M.C. and saw that " wallflowers "
did not thrive alone; he was most zealous in the "introductory"
part of his duties. Cushy Bolton had an ' eagle' eye on the door and
told me afterwards he had corns on his right hand. When I asked
"Why?" he replied "Well, everyone comes in and says 'Hullo,
Cushy' and grips me by the hand and rattles it like a Town Crier's
bell.
Spud Austin was given a special chair, as none could be found
capable of holding his weight. I am afraid we must buy him a settee
specially for dance nights. Mr. Tom Rye and the other members of
the Committee worked hard during the evening to make the dance
go with a ' kick.' The word ' kick' I have purloined—it is not
original; that is to say. it is not of my invention.
During the evening a telegram was read from MajorGeneral Sir
Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G. as follows :—
" Warmest wishes for a most pleasant evening. Am with
you in spirit though prevented from being present in person."
LYNDENBELL.
We were honoured, however, by the presence of the Hon. Lady
LyndenBell with her son and daughter, which compensated us for
the unavoidable absence of Sir Arthur. I heard C. S. Smith telling
Lady LyndenBell something about rubbing heads with the General
at rugger in 1893. It is the first time C. S. Smith has visited the
Branch and I sincerely trust it will not be the last.
During the interval all had refreshments of coffee, sandwiches,
cakes, etc. Some of Kipling's "Old Wallers" had something
with a ' kick '—oh that 'kick'—in it. What a fine
collection
of A.T.A. medals the London Branch can show! All won in India
without any kicks.

How many were present at this wonderful social gathering ? All
I can say is there was no room for any more to enter. If I am asked
to give an estimate I should say roughly 250. We were anxious
to give the 2nd Battalion members expected, a rousing reception,
but Mr. LyndenBell explained that there was no doubt a difficulty in
getting away as he thought there was something else on at Aldershot.
It would be unkind not to mention the hospitality of the Officer
Commanding, Officers, W.O., Staff and all ranks of the London Irish
Rifles which is so much appreciated by the Branch. Also for the
delightful music provided by the band. The dance closed down about
midnight and all went home in the early hours of the morning having
enjoyed a very delightful evening.
J.E.

Shooting Match (London Branch).
10 rds—Figure target. Highest possible score—40.
London Irish Rifles.
The Buffs.
...
... 26
39 Keenon
Rye
30
35 Jackson
Ainge...
32
38 White ...
Lamb
33
36 Sawyer
Tong...
40
33 Doward
Carter
34
38 Barker...
Bolton
22
Blackman
30 Clemants
35
Enright
39 Keyes ...
Total

288

Total

252

Weald Branch.
The first general meeting of the Branch was held on March 14th,
at the Drill Hall, Cranbrook. Colonel John Body, D.S.O., O.B.E.,
T.D. was in the chair and about 35 members were present.
Various recommendations of the Committee were adopted including
the formation of a Branch Relief Committee. It was also agreed to ask
the Secretary of the Association to have small cards printed, briefly
stating the work and objects of the Association together with in
formation regarding Brandies and that these cards should be
distributed amongst exBuffs and given to all Regular and Territorial
Buffs on discharge. During the evening six new members were
enrolled.
The second general meeting of the Branch was hdd on April 11th,
at the " Black Horse," Tenterden. Colonel John Body, D.S.O., O.B.E,
T.D. was in the chair and about 75 members attended induding 21
from the Ashford Branch, whose support was very much appredated.
An invitation to send a party to a meeting of the Ashford Branch
on May 12th, was gladly accepted. MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden
Bell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G. and Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E., were present
and were given a great reception.
Sir Arthur appealed for the assistance of the Branch in getting
Weald boys to join the Regiment, which he described as " the happiest
and best family."
Colonel Findlay laid stress on the fact that the main object of the
Association was to " help the fellows who were on the rocks.
During the evening an excellent musical programme was
contributed by the " Tenterden Singers " and members of the Ashford
and Weald Branches, arranged by Mr. S. E. Fuggle, D.C.M., M.M.
During the evening eight new members were enrolled making a total
of seventy new members since the formation of the Branch.. In
addition to these several old members of the Association resident in
the Weald, have joined the Branch.
The next General Meeting will be held at the " Oak and Ivy,"
Hawkhurst, on May 9th, at 8 p.m.
A.E.L.H.

Chatham Branch.
We regret that the account of the inaugural meeting
of this Branch of the Association, has not reached us in
time for publication in this number. The Meeting was,
we understand, a great success.
The Mayor of Chatham, an old Buff, took the chair,
and accepted the appointment of ViceChairman of the
Branch.
Many new members were enrolled. Capt. A. Barton
arid his Committee are to be congratulated.
A very pleasing feature of the evening was the receipt
of good wishes from every Branch of the Association.
The Armoured Force.
It is officially stated that the military formation
at Tidworth hitherto known as "The Experimental
Machanized Force will in future be called " The
Experimental Armoured Force."
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^l~!HE team race between the Buffs aud the Norfolk
Regiment was held this year in the R.E. point
to point at Aborfield. The Garth Hunt had held their
meeting over the same course a week or so previously,
and in addition to the heavy going, the ground on
either side of the fences was badly poached. The
course was over a distance of 3i miles, including thirty
three jumps. The main tarmac road, covered by
straw, was crossed three times, forming an awkward
double in each case, and there were several other
difficult fences, including a stiff post and rails, which
made it a severe test for the average hunter.
The teams were as follows :—
BUFFS.
Major C. S. Field—" Tom "
...
Owner.
Capt. H. de R. Morgan—" Mulligan " Owner.
Capt. H. de R. Morgan—" Fortune " Lt. Bruce.
Capt.H.C.T.Stronge—" Brownord "
Owner.
Capt.C.R.B.Knight—" Lady Luck " Owner.
Mr. W. G. Cass—" Judith "
...
Owner.
NORFOLK REGIMENT.
Lt.Col. J. Scobcll—" Over "
...
Owner.
Lt.Col. J. Scobell—"Jill"
...
Lt. Long.
Maj. R. Otter—" Dinkey "
...
Owner.
Capt. G. C. Thorne—" Tommy
Charge "
...
...
...
Owner.
Mr. R. P. Freeman Taylor—
" Poutecorvo "
Owner.
Mr. Long—" Longtown "
...
Maj. Brudeuell
Bruce.
In addition the following officers of the Regiment
rode to compete for the Regimental and Subaltern's
Cup :—
Major G. Lee—" Polly "...
...
Lt. Nicholson.
Mr. P. G. Crozier—" Digger " ...
Owner.
Mr. J. A. Botley—" George " ...
Mr. Williams.
Before giving an account of the race, we should like
to record our appreciation of the support given by the
two officers who brought tlieir horses from the Depot,
and who gave such material and moral assistance to
the team.
The start was good and there was no grief for the
first seven or eight fences, except for Mr. Crozier, who
had the bad luck to slip liis saddle. After this the
course began to take its toll. Captain Knight fell
into an open ditch. Captain Stronge when riding
with the van came down in midfield through his horse
putting a foot in a hole. Mr Williams, Mr. Cass and
Mr. Nicholson came to grief, the ditches some three or
four feet deep 011 the far side of the fences proving too
big a jump for the troop horse. Mr. Bruce came down
on " Fortune," but he soon remounted, as iu fact all
the others had done, but of these he was the only one
to finish.
Mr. Nicholson fell finally for the third time,
his horse being done, at the water three jumps from
home.
At the same time the opposing team was having
trouble. Three of their horses were going well and
were in
the leading bunch with Tom and
Mulligan, but two of them, ridden by Captain Thorne
and Mr. Long, came down together at a fence with
a big drop, and the third, ridden by Col. Scobell, was
baulked by a loose horse and fell on the tarmac road.
Just at this time, Major Field and Captain Morgan
met with a refusal at the fence out of the road, and
when over it they were joined by Mr. Bruce on
" Fortune." From here 011 over the last eight fences
there was an excellent race, " Mulligan " winning by
about eight lengths from " Tom " with " Fortune "
abou. three lengths behind.
Four of the Norfolk Regiment finished
the course
within the three minutes allowed, i.e., Col. Scobell,
Major BrudenellBruce, Lt. Long and Major Otter,
the latter claiming to be the only one of his team who
had not fallen.

_L

The Regiment won by 4 points, the score being as
follows :—
The Buffs : 1, 2, 3, 12, 12, 12 = 42.
The Norfolk Regiment: 4, 5, 6, 7, 12, 12 = 46.

The Last Fence.
Captain H. de R. Morgan wins.

Our

Contemporaries.

We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Gunner."
" The Snapper."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Bugle."
" K.S.L.I. and Herefordshire Regimental Journal."
" Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" British Legion Journal."
"London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" The Black Diamond."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Company."
" The China Dragon."
" The Sapper."
" The Ypres Times."
" Cabar Feidh."
" The Chronicle of Duke of York's Royal Military
School."
" The Leopard."
" The Oak Tree."
" The Sprig of Shillelagh,"
" The Red Hackle."
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Round and About.
It is April 20th. I am aware that this
is a confession of tardiness with my
copy for the Printer—but let that
pass. (I will, and not for the first time! Editor,
Dragon). I mention the date thus unashamedly in
order to inform those who read these notes that snow
is falling as I write. Further comment is superfluous.
*
*
*
*
MECHANISATION. I am one of those reactionaries who
deplore the passing of old customs,
old buildings and the like. Therefore the trans
formation of the Ilth Hussars from dashing horsemen
into oily mechanics saddens me. One small consolation
emerges from the sorry necessity of the age and that
is the jest of the able writer of " The Londoner's
Diary " in The Evening Standard. In a note about
the famous regiment he recalled the fact that it was
once known as " Kerr's Horse." A fitting way, he
added, of perpetuating the old name would be to call
the regiment " Armoured Kerr's Horse."
WEATHER
NOTE.

*

*

*

*

THE SENSE OF A recent cause calibre, involving one
CITIZENSHIP, of the services, received a great deal

of prominence in the Press. Some
papers assumed an aggrieved air in leading articles
because, presumably, they were kept for a time in
ignorance of facts which did not concern them very
directly. The most amusing point of view was
expressed by one baulked leaderwriter who talked
about the right of the taxpayer to know what was
going on in one of the services which he helped to
support. This reminds me of the story of the tripper
at Portsmouth, who put off in a rowingboat and
approached and hailed a battleship. On being asked
what he wanted, he replied " I want to come on
board." " Who are you ? " was the next question.
" One of the owners " came the triumphant reply.
*
*
*
*
EARTHQUAKES News in the papers this week of an
IN BULGARIA, alarming earthquake at Philippopolis
in Bulgaria, just across the Greek
frontier, will surprise those who became acquainted
with those parts while serving with the B.S.F.
I personally cannot recall hearing of any earthquakes
during my time there. This shock apparently occurred
during a spell of extremely cold weather. Rightly or
wrongly I had always assumed that earth tremors came
in exceedingly hot weather.
Philippopolis was the town in which several R.A.FS
and R.N.A.S. pilots and observers were confined after
being shot down during raids over Bulgar territory.
*
*
*
*
TEST MATCHES. Although the coming tour of the West
Indian Cricketers is unlikely to cause
the excitement usually associated with Test Matches,
it will add considerable interest to the cricket season
which begins next month. The West Indians " made
hay " of Major Tennyson's team on more than one
occasion last winter and it will be interesting to see
how our Test probables and possibles for the next
Australian visit will cope with them. There is no
doubt that before many years have passed, both
England and Australia will mid in them a pretty tough
opposition.
*

*

*

*

BOOKS.
A bestseller that owes a good deal to
the strong recommendation given to
it by Mr. Arnold Bennett is " The Bridge of San Luis
Rey " by Thornton Wilder. This is not to say that
the book would not have conquered on its own merits.
Far from it. Mr. Bennett's review of it only hastened
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the desire of the sluggish reading public to buy it. It
is a delightful book, less a story than a penetrating
study of character. It is quite short, very readable
and written in beautiful English. I can imagine it
appealing to readers of the most varied tastes. The
scene is laid in Peru in the early eighteenth century.
Another hook which I believe received Mr. Arnold
Bennett's benediction is " An Indian Day " by Edward
Thompson (Knopf). This is a story of modern India ;
not the ordinary Englishladynovelist's India, but the
work of a man who has evidently lived and worked in
an out of the way station in Bengal. It is worth
reading alone for the picture it gives of the real India,
of I.C.S. men, English and Indian, Agitators and the
rest. It made me profoundly thankful that I am not
called upon to live in that wonderfully sporting, but
otherwise unbearable country.

Correspondence.
CALCUTTA CUP.

Dear Sir,
May I be permitted to add a little information
concerning the Calcutta Cup to that given by Major
General Sir Arthur LyndenBell in your last issue ?
Owing to the scarcity of rain at Peshawur in 18967
and the fact that the 1st Battalion was on active
service in 18978, it was impossible to enter a team
till the Battalion found itself stationed at Kamptee in
1899. That Autumn we sent a team to Calcutta and
were beaten by The Border Regiment in the semifinal,
after a very close game.
Yours faithfully.
The Editor, " The Dragon."
F. S. REEVES.
Sir,

THE WALTER LOCKE SHIELD.

On reading the account of the Regimental Sports
published in the Statesman, I noticed the paragraph
relating to the Walter Locke Shield, which stated that
the history of the shield is not known, and that
it would be interesting to know how it came into the
Regiment. I think I may be able to throw a little
light on the subject.
In 1890 when the battalion was stationed at Dum
Dum a Sergeants' Bicycle Club was formed, the
machines for which were purchased from Walter Locke,
who presented the shield to the Clnb. It was decided
that it should be fired for annually by the members.
I was one of the members who fired for it on the
Volunteer rifle range at Belghurria, Calcutta, in 1891,
when it was won by Cr.Sgt. Andrews. After that year
the Club died a natural death as most of the members
disposed of their bicycles while the battalion was
stationed in Fort William, and the shield was not
competed for again as far as I can remember.
Wishing all good luck to the old battalion,
Florence Cottage,
I am Sir,
Barlowgurj,
Yours truly,
Mussoorte.
W. WEBSTER,
Late Sergeant, 1st The Buffs.
A BULL TERRIER.

Dear Sir,
I feel that it is unusual to mention a dog as
a member of the Regiment, yet, in a godforsaken land
like this, one's dog is so much one's continual and
intimate companion, and so well known by people in
one's vicinity that one may perhaps be excused for
such a liberty.
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My Bull Terrier Ashford Peter, (bred by Captain
Crosswell) Albert Edward—Lillington Sunjoana, born
March 9th, 1922 (which makes this about his sixth
birthday) is very much a " Man of Kent" and
a " Buff."

He was given to me by Mrs. Barnes who lives at
Chartham, and after a short " Tour of Duty " at the
Depot town of Canterbury I took him out to Gibraltar,
and from there I brought him out here.
Everyone knows him in this Battalion and usually
has a kind word for him, I am glad to say.
He has, however, recently brought much credit to
the Regiment iu bis performance at the Delhi Dog
Show in which he beat the Champion Bull Terrier and
brought me in four very nice cups.
I enclose a list of his successes at Delhi, and also
his photograph.
This will, I know, interest many people who have
known Peter during his most successful show career
in England before I had him, also when he was at
Gibraltar and at Canterbury.
I hope therfore, that you will try and find room for
his picture in your pages, and suggest that a Dogs'
Section might be added to the paper with advantage,
since so many of us out here keep them, and so few
know how to look after them.
I remain,
Yours sincerely,
T. ROSCOE REID.
" THE DOBSON TROPIIY." (CHALLENGE)—For best Dog imported
since last Competition.
Winner.
" THE DHOLPUR CHALLENGE CUP," NO. 3—For the best Terrier in
the Show.
Reserve (Runner Up).
" SILVER MODEL" (Presented b} H. S. Allen, Esq.)—Best Bull Terrier.
Winner.
" SILVER CUP" (Presented by The Hon. A. M. Stow, President of the
Show Committee)—Best Exhibit owned by out station exhibitor.
Winner.
" THE PATIALA CHALLENGE CUP."—For best exhibit in the Show
(Winner of The Viceroy's Cup).
Fourth.
" THE VICEROY'S CUP."—For the best exhibit in the Show.
Fourth.
" CLASS 97. DOGS OPEN. BULL TERRIER.
Winner.
" CLASS 205. ANY VARIETY .STUD DOG."
V.H.C. Third.
" CLASS 207. ANY VARIETY." Owned by an outstation exhibitor
Winner. " Silver Cup."
"CLASS 211. ANY VARIETY IMPORTED."
V.H.C. Fourth.
" CLASS 212. ANY VARIETY TERRIER."
Second.
" CLASS 224. ANY VARIETY ENTERED IN OPEN CLASS."
V.H.C. Fourth.
"ASHFORD PETER'S" SUCCESSES AT THE KENNEL CLUB OF INDIA
1ST CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW, DELHI, 24TH AND 25TH FEBRUARY, 1928.

The Buffs Golfing Society—continued from p. 153.
We were sorry that Colonel Edgar Burns, whom we all
much missed, could not come, but Captain Willows,
whose golf seems to have benefitted greatly from his
stay in India, deputised successfully for his C.O. It
was a great joy to see our old 5th Battalion represented
by Colonel John Body, than whom no better Buff
exists. His disaster at the first
hole elicited the
sympathy of us all for who, at some time or another,
has not had a similar heartbreaking experience ?
But I must not write any more of all the delightful
fellows who were at the meeting, or I shall get into
trouble with the Editor, if indeed, I have not done
so already.
One more point, however, I must mention. Before
we left Littlestone some of us of the Rabbit Brigade
were talking over our impressions of various players
for tlie Junior Medal and it was interesting to find that
the almost unanimous opinion was that " the most
dangerous players whose handicaps ought to be looked
to at once " were General MeDouall, Major Hickman
and Lt. Haggard.
To conclude, all who stayed at Pope's Hotel will
agree that we were made extraordinarily comfortable
and that the whole staff of the Hotel went out of their
waj' to do everything for us, and further that we can
never be sufficiently grateful either to the Littlestone
Golf Club for their great kindness to us, or to Major
Reeves and Mr. Goodall for the skill and patience
with which they carried out the duties of Harry Baird
iu his much regretted absence.
LAPIN.
The full results were as follows :—
QUALIFYING ROUND, BRINCKMAN CUP.

For the Brinckman Cup thirtytwo cards were taken out, eight of
those who originally entered being prevented from doing so at the last
minute.
Player's Name.
Gross. Handicap. Net.
C. Haggard
96
22
74
R. E Knocker
99
24
75
Capt. J. V. Hitchcock
91
11
80
F. G. C. Weare
84
3
81
Capt. S. Baker
...
89
8
81
Capt. J. R. Willows
99
18
81
Major Campbell Lavcrton
89
8
81
R. M. Bourne
88
6
82
T. E. King
91
9
82
Capt. P. W. J. Kann
87
5
82
Capt. Kann, with the best last 9 holes not only became eligible for
the match play, but won the trophy in the end.

RESULTS OF MATCH PLAY.
1st Round, Baker beat Weare by 2 up ; Knocker
beat Hitchcock by 3 and 1 ; Haggard beat Willows by
1 up ; Kann beat Laverton by 1 up.
2nd Round, Weare beat Knocker by 1 up; Kann
beat Haggard by 3 and 2.
Final, Kann beat Weare by 3 and 1.
Other Prize Winners were:—
SENIOR MEDAL.
Capt. C. E. A. Terry

79—5 = 74

JUNIOR MEDAL.
Major G. D. Hickman ...
... 100—24 = 76
LYNDENBELL TROPIIY.
A. H. Goodall (5)
3 down.
BEST GROSS SCORE (18 HOLES).
F. G. C. Weare
84—3 = 81
MAJOR SPARROW'S PRIZE.
R. F. Knocker beat Lt. C Haggard by 4 and 3.
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The Buffs Golfing Society.
Njj Saturday,
March 31st &
Sunday, April 1st, the
Society paid a visitto
the 2nd Battalion at
Aldershot.
Unfort
unately the weather
was far from kind,
tlie course being un
der water 011 the
morning of the 1st
day. But this did not
prevent a thoroughly
enjoyable two days
beiug spent, as there
is much more in visits
of this kind than
slicing and pulli ng,
lifting one's head,
and the tragedy of
one's behaviour 011
the green. In place
of the match v. The
Staff College a Bogey
competition took
Capt. P. W. G. Kann,
Place on Saturday,
winner of the Brinckman Cup. witlx tlie following
result:—
Lt. C. Haggard (22) 1 up ; Lt. J. F.King (9) 3 down;
Lt.Col. J. Crookenden (13) 3 down ; Capt. W. C. Lam
arque (5) 4 down; Capt. H. de R. Morgan (10) 6
down ; A. H. Goodall (5) 8 down ; Capt. E. Hudson
Allen (18) 12 down.

that, in the prevailing weather conditions it would be
better to return to London ; and then some players
who, forgetful of the rules of golf, took shelter during
the blizzard, were necessarily disqualified from the
morning's competition.
There were, however, other hardy players such as
Colonel Bradley Dyne and our gallant Captain, Colonel
Trevor, who tried to take no notice of the appalling
weather conditions. Who will forget the sight of
Colonel Trevor putting 011 the 12th green and looking
more like a snow man than anything else ? Colonel
Trevor has rightly been referred to as our " gallant "
Captain for we all appreciated his splendid cheeriness
when we realised that he had left Mrs. Trevor by 110
means well. All expressed the hope that we should
soon hear that Mrs. Trevor was once more restored to
health and once again her cheery self.
When we looked out of our windows ou the morning
of the 22nd April we had high hopes of a beautiful day
and lots of good scores. Unfortunately, however, we
were doomed to disappointment as regards the latter,
for a very stiff breeze sprang up which made good golf
an impossibility. One of the star turns of the Little
stone Golf Club, indeed remarked " At the long holes
here I can generally get 011 the green with a drive and
an iron shot, but today I have been playing three
wooden shots and then I was short."

On Sunday a twelveaside match by singles and
foursomes took place against the Aldershot Command
resulting in a loss to the Society by 14 matches to 4.
1 he Iiuffs.
Aldershot Command.
2iulLt. M. Reeves
0 Lt. T. F. Lavertv (2 up) ...
Capt. W. C. Lamarque
... 0 Maj. T. F. King (I up)
...
A. H. Goodall
0 Capt. T. Mavhew (5 & 4) ...
Lt. J. E. King (5 & 4)
1 Capt. C. Thursby Pelham ...
Capt. II. de R. Morgan
0 Lt. T. L Sulivan (1 un)
...
Maj.Gen. Sir A. LyndenBell
<> Maj. p. G. Hyland (5 & 4) ...
Lt.Col. J. Crookenden (2 up)
1 Lt. J. H. McClure
Maj.Gen.Sir E.G.T.Bainbridge
0 Maj.Gen. Carpenter (1 up) ...
Capt. E. Hudson Allen
... 0 Lt. A. Trundle (5 & 4)
...
Capt. C. F. Wilson
0 Lt. C. P. Johnston (6 & 5) ...
Lt. C. Haggard
0 Col. R. C. Wilmot (7 & 5) ...
Capt. E. Foster Hall
0 Mr. Harris (7 & 6)
FOURSOMES.
Reeves & Lamarque (1 up) ... 1 Lavertv & King
Goodall & King
0 Pelham & Sulivan (5 & 3) ...
Morgan & LyndenBell
... 0 Mayliew & Hyland (2 up) ...
Crookenden & Bainbridge (1 up) 1 McClure & Carpenter
...
Allen & Wilson
0 Trundle & Johnston (5 & 4)
Haggard & Foster Hall
... 0 Wilmot & Harris (7 & 5) ...
Total

4

Total

1
I
1
0
1
!
0
1
1
1
1
1
0
1
1
0
1
1
14

THE SPRING MEETING.
The Spring Meeting is (alas !) over, but everyone
who attended it enjoyed himself thoroughly in spite
of the fact that there were undoubtedly two flies in
the ointment. In the first place, we all* badly missed
our cheery Hon. Secretary, Harry Baird, who is always
the life and soul of our meetings. Whilst regretting
his absence, everyone was delighted to feel that the
cause of it was his appointment as Secretary of Prince's,
Sandwich. The very best of luck to him in his
new job, but he must attend our Autumn Meeting.
The second fly in the ointment was tlie weather on
the morning of the first day. About eleven o'clock
a horrible blizzard of snow and sleet descended over
the course and had two unfortunate results. To begin
with, Sir Theodore Brinckman who, in spite of a bad
cold, came down to the meeting, very wisely decided

A Croup taken at the haster Meeting.
The results of the various competitions are referred
tojjelsewliere. The success of Mr. Goodall in the
LyndenBell trophy competition was the cause of
much rejoicing and as regards the other winners there
were, " after congratulations," the usual remarks to
the effect that " their handicaps must come down."
It was good to see Lt.Col. Crookenden and other
officers of the 2nd Battalion at the meeting and we were
all delighted to hear that the Battalion is entering
a team for the Army Championship. The team, it is
understood, consists of Lt.Col. Crookenden, Captain
Morgan, Mr. King and Mr. Noel Reeves—our latest
recruit. The latter should be a very useful asset to
the team, to whom everyone will wish all the best of
luck. The 1st Battalion was, unfortunately, not
represented at the Meeting as the " leave contingent "
have not yet arrived from India and Jimmie Crozier,
to his bitter disappointment, was in the doctor's hands
at Millbank. The 3rd Battalion was,' after the
departure of Sir T. Brinckman, most ably represented
by that universal favourite. Captain Dampier Palmer.
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The 1st Battalion.

4
2
5
3
1
0

Boxing

| 4
| 4
2
1
! 0
] 4

Shooting

5
1
2
4
3
0

Athletic
Sports

0
5
3
4
1
2

The Harris Shield, 132728.

The Harris Shield season was brought to a
conclusion at the Boxing Competition on March 19th
and 20th, after which the Commanding Officer
presented the Shield to "A" Company, the winners,
to whom our congratulations are due. A glance at the
following chart will show how consistently well
they have done throughout the season and how well
merited their victory is :—
Cross
Country

4*
4*
3
0|
2
0*

Bayonet
Fencing

3
3
3
0
1
5

Hockey

"A" Company
"C" Company
"B" Company
"D" Company
"E 23 " Company
"E 14" Company ...

Football

Company

Cricket

athletic as will be seen from
the accounts from Com
panies, and the detailed
description of the annual
battalion
sports
con
tributed by our usual
correspondent
on
this
subject, who, having been
a very successful athlete
himself in his day, is able
to appreciate the finer
points with the eye of an
expert.
At the time of writing the polo tournament
for the Stubbs' Cup is in progress.
Unfortunately we were not able to put in two
teams as anticipated owing to several ponies
going lame at the last moment so the following
represented the battalion against the
' Vitamines'—a team consisting of three
doctors and one R.A.S.C. officer—Mr. Fox
back ; Capt. Reid, three ; Capt. Wilkins, two ;
and Capt. Tuke, one. The Buffs conceded
half a goal on handicap to their opponents.
In the first twb chukkers played on Monday,
12th March, the Buffs scored two goals to their
opponents' one. And on the following
Wednesday won the match with five goals
against 2£. This was a very fast and open
game, especially on Wednesday, when our
team were playing much better together. On
the first
day fortune favoured us as
' Vitamines' missed two chances at close
range, but on the second day the result never
seemed really in doubt. Mr. Fox played a
stalwart and forceful game throughout and
scored the second goal with a beautiful run
through. Capt. Wilkins was hitting a long and
accurate ball and scored three goals, whilst
Capt. Reid hit the other.
In the final we shall meet the ' Gymkhana '
and this should prove an exciting match. As

Capt. Reid is going on leave before this takes
place Capt. HammondDavies will take his
place. This should be played off on 26th and
28th March.
We have now reached the time of year
when the battalion once more begins to scatter
to the four corners of the earth. A small
draft of timeexpired N.C.O.'s and men will
be home about the same time as these notes.
Included in these are Cpl. Hughes and Pte.
Richards. Cpl. Hughes is well known in the
battalion as a first class athlete and a thorough
sportsman, so that his departure will be a real
loss to the battalion and is much regretted
by all who know him. Pte. Richards has
played cricket some years now for the
battalion and was awarded his colours in
Gibraltar if I remember aright. He too, will
be keenly missed by all his friends. Another
loss to this battalion is Sgt. Gibson, but he is
going to the depot, so fortunately the Regi
ment will not lose him for some years yet.
He has been in this battalion so long that we
have always regarded him as a real fixture.
But the best wishes of the whole battalion will
follow him to Canterbury.
On April 1st "C" Company, with details
are going up to Ranikhet and by the end of
the month the families will have migrated to
the hills—some to Ranikhet and some to
more remote places.
These notes must necessarily be short this
month to leave space for others of more
interest.

Tug o'
War

CTIVITIES in Bareilly
during the last few
A
weeks have been mostly

Total

5
2
1
3
4
0

1
0
2
5
4
3

3
4
2
1
5
0

29i
25£
23
21i
21
14

Order

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
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Harris Shield and Open Boxing.

This competition took place on March 19th and
20th and produced some keen and interesting boxing.
Though the standard of boxing generally was not high,
yet every individual went " fullout" and fought
himself to a standstill.
To describe each fight in detail would occupy far
too great a space, but some of the contests in the earlier
stages are worthy of special mention. In the first
round of the Fly Weights, Boy Wood put up a plucky
stand against a boxer of considerable experience, Pte.
Rashbrook, the ultimate winner of the weight. The
fight between Pte. Isted and Pte. O'Neill in the second
round of the Feather Weights.was also one well worth
watching, and at the end of the last round the two were
level on points. In the extra round O'Neill was
singularly unfortunate in dislocating his leg, the fight
thus going to Isted. Pte. Batstone of "D" Company
put up a gallant stand against a much more experienced
man in Pte. Taylor of 23 Company. Another plucky
effort was that of Pte. Goldsack against the winner of
the Welter Weights, L/Cpl. Martin. The performance
of L/Cpl. Bartlett of "C" Company, normally a Welter
Weight, who to complete his team, volunteered to fight
Heavies and won the event was a great performance.
The following is a brief description of the finals :—
FLY WEIGHTS.—Pte. Rashbrook, "B," knocked out Pte. Lelant, "D."

Rashbrook, who must have dieted most severely to get this weight,
was a stronger man and disposed of his opponent without difficulty
in the first round.
BANTAM WEIGHTS.—Pte. Mills, "C" beat Pte. Suggers, "23" on points.
A poor fight, with too much holding and leaning. Mills was a
narrow winner.
FEATHER WEIGHTS.—Pte. Taylor "23" beat Pte. Isted, "B" on points.
An excellent fight between two Battalion boxers, both showing
real boxing skill, with Taylor's defence a little the sounder. The
footwork of both was particularly worthy of note and an example
to young boxers.
LIGHTWEIGHTS.—Cpl. Bell, "A" beat Pte. Belcher, "C" on points.
Bell's superior weight told and he was a narrow winner on points.
A great effort for a man of his age and service.
WELTER WEIGHTS.—L/Cpl. Martin, "23" beat Pte. Spencer, "23" on
points. Both finalists had fought convincingly throughout the
weight, but in this fight Martin was on top from the start with
greater height and longer reach to his advantage. He is a greatly
improved boxer with a powerful punch. Spencer put up a very
plucky display.
MIDDLE WEIGHTS.—Pte. Bentley, "23" knocked out Pte. Turner, "A."
Bentley, a much smaller man, went after his men at the outset
and had him groggy at the first bell. Turner succumbed to his
. opponent's rushing tactics early in the second round.
L/HBAVY WEIGHTS.—Pte. Cribben, "A" beat L/Cpl. Oliver, "D" on
points. Cribben had the advantage of height and reach and,
though Oliver fought well, he seemed unable to get inside his
opponent's guard and was the loser on points.
HEAVY WEIGHTS.—L/Cpl. Bartlett, "C" beat L/Sgt. Turner, "A," on
points. Neither man was fighting at his proper weight, Bartlett
normally being a Welter and Turner a Middle. This was an
excellent contest with Bartlett attacking and Turner meeting him
with some good straight punches, unlike we had seen in some of the
previous bouts. Eventually Bartlett's speed told and he was the
winner on points.

At the conclusion of the fighting the Commanding
Officer gave away the prizes to the Individual winners
and the Boxing Cup to the winning Company, "E 23"
Company. Pte. Taylor, of "C" Company, was awarded
the best loser's prize.
The placing of Company Teams was as follows :—
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

"E 23" Company ...
"C" Company
"A" Company
"B" Company
"D" Company
"E 14" Company

Points.

43
41
38
36
33
13

V.B.

SPORTS.
The Battalion Sports were held in Bareilly on Friday and Saturday,
9th and 10th March, 1928.
This year the events were divided into two classes, i.e., (a) Individual
Championships and (6) InterCompany Team Events. The meeting
was held under the rules and conditions of the Army Athletic
Association.
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A new policy was introduced into these sports with a view of obtain
ing a more accurate average of a Company's athletic powers. Some
time ago, Lt.Colonel J. Crookenden suggested that team events should
consist of different competitors for each event. Application was
given to this suggestion which proved a real success. The reader can
imagine the number of men competing and representing a Company.
The Open Relay to Units of the British Army in India
did not provide the competition anticipated. Out of 24 Units invited
to take part in this event only four entered a team. The Open Quarter
Mile was thrilling from start to finish.
A large silver cup recently given to the Battalion by the
representative of Scissors Cigarette Firm, was presented to the Company
gaining the most number of points. Congratulations are extended
to "B" Company ih achieving this success. Another new trophy has
come to light, i.e., " The Walter Locke Shield " which is to be held for
one year by the best individual athlete.

Winner of the Walter Locke Shield.
By winning the Individual 440 yards, 880 yards, Hurdles and One
Mile, Lieut. J. Foster was nominated best athlete of the meeting and
awarded the " Walter Locke Shield."
A rather novel idea for collecting money for chanty was introduced
by R.S.M. Martin. The members of the Sergeants' Mess had roped in a
few old soldiers to assist them in this enterprise. It was a kind of
" Happy Hampstead" with a Tctalisator, Cocoa Nut Shies, Kicking
the Football, Riding Mules and various other side shows. Mrs. Willing
was indeed good as a Coster woman and played the part as if she had
been born to it. I understand that quite a large sum will be handed to
some charitable institution.
,
The meeting was honoured bv tlie presence of General Sir George
de S. Barrow, G.O.C. in Chief, Eastern Command and Lady Barrow.
Also, Colonel Commandant G. C. Williams and Mrs. Williams.
At the conclusion of the sports Mrs. L HowardSmith kindly gave
away the prizes to the successful competitors.
A.W.A.

Company Championship—Harris Shield, 1928.
100 YARDS INDIVIDUAL.

Several heats and a semifinal had previously been held leaving
Cpl. Hodkin, "A," L/Cpl. Gudgion "A, L/Cpl. Bartlett "C," Cpl.
Hughes, "C," Cpl. Cook "D" and Bds. Vincent (Band) to contest the
fined. It was a very fast race. Hughes was the first to get into his
running and was leading by a yardat halfway, when Bartlett, Hodkin
and Cook appeared to be abreast. Hughes won a thrilling race by
inches only. A gale was blowing behind the runners which accounts
for the fast time of 10 1/5 seconds.
1st: Cpl. Hughes; 2nd: Cpl. Hodkin; 3rd: L/Cpl. Bartlett.
220 YARDS INDIVIDUAL.
Although six competitors had qualified for the final, only three,
i.e., Cpl. Hodkin, L/Cpl. Bartlett and Cpl. Hughes faced the starter in
this event. Hughes drew the inside number with Bartlett second and
Hodkin outside. They were set off to a good start. Hughes at once
forged ahead with Bartlett at his right shoulder. Two yards from the
tape Hughes appeared to be leading by a hairsbreadth. when Bartlett
threw himself forward to win by inches. Hodkin was six yards away.
Time : 24 3/5th seconds.
440 YARDS INDIVIDUAL.

This race was one of the best witnessed for many a day. It was a
struggle from start to finish between Lt. Foster "A" and Pte. Brawn,
"B." The latter has suddenly sprung into the picture as a quarter
miler and a very good one, too. Other starters for this final were L/Cpl.
Tavlor, "B," Pte. Crust, "A," Pte. Redman, "D," and L/Cpl. Cribben,
"M'.G." Lt. Foster took the lead at the start, Brawn passing him at
the first bend. The former raced Brawn at the second bend and gained
the lead. The latter made a great mistake (which probably cost him
the race) by attempting to get in front up the far straight and the two
bends. The old Harrovian, however, kept him off to win the race
by two yards. It was a gruelling quarter and a wonderful performance
by both runners. Time: 54 1/5tli seconds.
PUTTING THE WEIGHT : TEAM AND INDIVIDUALS.

Pte. Jordan won the Individual prize with a putt of 32 ft. and half
aninch, Sgt. Gibson, second, 31 ft. and halfaninch ; L/Cpl. Cribben,
30 ft. 9i inches, third.
Team placing :—
1st: "D" Company. Sgt. Gibson
61 ft. 7 inches.
Cpl. Vye
L/Cpl. Cribben
2nd : "23" Group.
 59 ft. 1| inches.
L/Cpl. Smith
3rd: "C" Company. Pte. Jordan
 56 ft. 7i inches.
Pte. Burt
4tli: "B" Company. Pte. Flisher
53 ft. 8} inches.
Pte. Jcnner
"A" Company. Sgt. Turner
5th
j53 ft. 8 inches.
Pte. Barton
L/Cpl. Cadman 152 ft. 11 inches.
6th: "14" Group.
Pte. Stupple
LONG JUMP, TEAM AND INDIVIDUAL EVENT.

This event was well up to Army Standard, at least four competitors
jumping over 19 feet, the star turn being Cpl. Hodkin, "A," who has
won the Battalion Long Jump event during the past four years. His
effort, 20 ft. 41 inches, would compare favourably with the jump made
by the All India Olympic representative at Lahore a few weeks ago.
L/Cpl Bartlett, 'B* was second with 19 ft. 10 inches to his credit. Cpl.
Richardson and Pte. Brawn (both of "B") tied for third place, jumping
19 ft. 4 inches. On the jump off, however, Brawn cleared 19 ft. 5
inches and gained third prize.

THE DRAGON

156

Team Placings.—
1st: "B" Company. Cpl. Richardson 136 ft. 7 inches.
L/Cpl. Foreman
2nd: "C" Company. Cpl. Coshall
|33 ft. 5 inches.
Pte. Taylor
3rd: "A" Company. Pte. Curtic
32 ft. 10 inches.
Pte. Beauchamp
4th: "D" Company. Cpl. Chandler
i
Pte. Connor
! 32 ft. 8 inches.
ONE MILE TEAM AND INDIVIDUAL EVENT.

Thirtyfour competitors took part in this event. It was a beautiful
race with the runners spread out over a distance of some 300 odd yards
between the first and the last man; practically the whole way. At
the crack of the pistol the runners made a dash for places and there
was some fast sprinting during the first 300 yards when the leaders set
down to a mile pace.
It was indeed encouraging to see Lieut. Milton running for
his company team "B."
'A' Company's team kept well together throughout the race and did
well to win.
Lieut. Foster, running as an individual, was in great form for this
event and would have knocked 4.40 stupid had he been really hard
pressed. Although at one time, however, Pte. Marsh, "D"
(the Battalion CrossCountry Champion) gave cause for a little anxiety,
but he frustrated his attempt at the far bend during the last lap.
Cpl. Jarvis, a promising novice, ran well to gain third place.
Cpl. Bell, or " DingDong," as he appears to be better known,
was to a great extent responsible for "A" Company's team winning the
race.
Team Placings :—
1st: "A" Company.—Cpl. Bell, Pte. Cornwall, Pte. Crowhurst
and Pte. Caless.
2nd : "D" Company.—L/Cpl. Sharp, Pte. Marsh, Pte. Robinson
and Pte. Pinder.
3rd: "23" Group, "H.Q." Wing.—Cpl. Jarvis, Pte. Phillips.
Pte. Payne and Pte. Suggers.
4th: "B" Company.—L/Cpl. Boseley, Pte. Lenard, Pte. Clifton,
and Lieut. Milton.
Individual:—
1st: Lieut. Foster; 2nd: Pte. Marsh: 3rd: Cpl. Jarvis.
Time : 4 mins. 51 seconds.
880 YARDS (Individual).
A very interesting event, some 20 odd runners competing. The
first four men covered the first lap under the minute. L/Cpl. Taylor,
"B," took the lead just before the commencement of the second lap
with Lieut. Foster and Pte. Marsh in close attendance. At the far
straight Lieut. Foster forged ahead and opened up a gap of 25 yards
which lie maintained till tlie end. A desperate struggle took place for
3rd place. Marsh, who was running third, tripped over 5 yards before
reaching the final string, when Pte. Horne, "B," came along and
snatched third place. Time : 2 mins. 11 3/5th seconds.
1st: Lieut. Foster, "A" ; 2nd : L/Cpl. Taylor, "B" ; 3rd : Pte.
Horne, "B."
THROWING THE CRICKET BALL, TEAM AND INDIVIDUALS.

Team Placings:—
1st: "D" Company; 2nd : "B" Company ; 3rd : " 23" Group
"H.Q." Wing; 4th: "14" Group, "H.Q." Wing; 5th: "A"
Company ; 6th : "C" Company.
Individuals:—
1st: L/Cpl. Stacker, 97 yds.; 2nd: L/Cpl. Ingram, 95 yds.;
3rd : Pte. Horn, 95 yds.
HIGH JUMP, TEAM AND INDIVIDUAL.

In addition to the twelve men representing tlieir Companies as a
toatn there were also 14 individual competitors. Capt. G. N. Wale,
who has won the Regimental High Jump during the past few years,
made a gallant and successful attempt to defend his title as champion
high jumper. It was the jump off, after a tie with L/Cpl. Parker, "A,"
that he retained his laurels. 5 ft. 3 inches. Pte. Brawn cleared 5 ft.
1 inch and gained 3rd prize.

BOYS' RACE, 220 YARDS HANDICAP.

Nine boys took part in this event..
1st: Boy Satterly, 14 yards start; 2nd: Boy Eke, scratch;
3rd: Boy Dixon, scratch.
440 YARDS TEAM RACE.
1st: "B" Company.—Pte. Brawn, Pte. Hull, Cpl. Wyles and L/Cpl.
Pointer.
2nd:' "D" Company.—Pte. Redman, Pte. Ashmore, Pte. Pullen
and Pte. Long.
3rd: "14," "H.Q." Wing.—Bds. Vincent, Pte. Saunders, Pte.
Burbridge and Pte. Ford.
4th : "C" Company ; 5th : "A" Company ; 6th
Time : 3 mins 52 2/5ths seconds.
THREE MILE TEAM AND INDIVIDUAL RACE.

There were 60 starters in this event. Lt. Williams, "23" Group,
Pte. Marsh, "D" and Pte. Dale, "A," soon took the lead. These
runners were in a class of their own and overlapped some of the
remainder. Pte. Buddie, "D," ran well to gain fourth place. It was
a great race between Pte. Marsh and Lt. Williams.
The latter led the
whole way tiU the last lap when Marsh took the lead and sprinted home
in grand style. Lt. Williams kept, one pace up from start to fimsh
and was apparently as fresh as when he started.
Team Placings :—
1st: "A" Company ; 2nd : "D" Company ; 3rd : "23" Group ;
4th : "B" Company.
Individual:—
1st: Pte. Marsh ; 2nd : Lt. Williams : 3rd : Pte. Dale : 4th :
Pte. Buddie. Time: 16 mins. 19 3/5 sees.
110 YARDS TEAM RACE.
A firstclass race. It was a surprise when "D" Company's team
defeated "C" Company's team who had four really tophole sprinters.
Although."D" won, it was by only the two yards.
1st: "D" Company ; 2nd : "C" Company ; 3rd : "B" Company ;
4th : "23" Group. Time : 44 2/5th sees.
220 YARDS INDIAN OTHER RANKS.

1st: LanceNaik Bhgwanar Singh ; 2nd : Sepoy Ramjulal Singh ;
3rd : Sepoy Husshur Singh.
Time: 28 4/5thsecs.
ONE MILE INDIAN RANKS.

1st: Sepoy Husshur Singh; 2nd: Ramjulal Singh ; 3rd :
Sukdur Singh. Time : 5 mins. 18 3/5th sees.
120 YARDS HURDLES INDIVIDUALS.
The following were left in for the final after many heats and a semi
final :—Lt. Foster, "A," L/Cpl. Randerson, "C, Pte. Horne, B
and Pte/George, " ." These finalists hurdled well and put up a good
show. Lt. Foster won the race by 2 yards. L/Cpl. Randerson, C
beat Pte. Horne, "B" on tbe post for second place. Time : 18 sees.
440 YARDS INTERCOMPANY MEDLEY RACE.
A most interesting event. At the first 220 yards, Pte. Hover, "C"
gave his team a lead of three yards from "B and A.
Pte. Brawn
running for "B," caught L/Cpl. Bartlett, "C'» as did L/Cpl. Priestley,
"A " "B" Team lead by 10 yards at the takeover for the 880 yards.
Lt.' Foster "A" reduced this led during the first lap and eventually
passed L/Cpl. Taylor, "B" to hand over 6 yards ahead of B s team
for the last 220 yards. "D" Company s team, who were running third,
gradually closed up on "B" and only just failed to gam second place.
Team Placings:—
1st: "A" Company; 2nd : "B" Company; 3rd : D Company.
Time: 3 mins. 52 3/5th sees.
CONSOLATION RACE, 220 YARDS.
.
,
T „
This race was for those that had not won a prize in the Individual
Events. Owing to so many starters, it was necessary to run off two
heats. Cpl. Cook, "D" won the final with Bds. Vincent second and Pte.
Bamford third. Cpl. Cook represented the Battalion at the 100 yards
and 220 yards 1925—26, but found on this occasion a better class of
competitors.
1st: Cpl. Cook, "D" Company; 2nd: Bds. Vincent, Band;
3rd : Pte. Bamford, "23" Group, "H.Q.
Time: 24 3/5th sees.

Points were :—1st 6, 2nd 5, 3rd 4, 4th 3, 5th 2 and 6th 1.
Company.
"B" Coy.
"A" Coy.

100
yards.

220
yards.

440
vards.

High Putting . Ting
880 ,120 yds.! l Mile Long
yards. \ Hurdles! Medley Jump. Jump. Weight. \Crt. Bl

1 Mile 9 Miles

Total.
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" 23 " Group Cross Country Running Team.
OPEN RELAY TO BRITISH ARMY IN INDIA.
Only five Units contested iu this race, viz : The Gordon High
landers, The Royal Berkshire Regiment, 60th Rifles, R.A. and The
Buffs.
Tlie race was run in the following order:—220 yards, 440 yards,
880 yards and 220 yards.
It was a great race, full of excitement from start to finish.
Order of finishing :—1st: The Buffs ; 2nd : The 60th Rifles ;
3rd : The Royal Berkshire Regiment. Time : 3 mins. 49 sees.
THE VETERANS' 220 YARDS RACE.
Eight " Old Soldiers" turned out for this event, which was run on
a handicap. The favourite, C.Q.M.S. Clayton (30 years service) did
not run up to expectations, but lie was apparently suffering from a chill.
The Quartermaster, Mr. Andrews, at one time a champion runner
with 251 years to his credit, raced Clayton at the crack of the pistol,
and passed him at the second bend. Sgt. Gibson, with 19 years service,
was however, in the meantime, decreasing the lead he had given the two
former, when Mr. Andrews, who now weighs something in the
neighbourhood of 14 stone, sprinted home an easy winner. Time :
24 3/5th seconds.
440 YARDS, OPEN TO THE BRITISH ARMY IN INDIA.
Only four competitors competed iu this event. L/Cpl. Moore,
of the Gordon Highlanders, led from start to finish, closely followed
by Rifleman McAdams of the 60th Rifles with Pte. Colley of the Gordon
Highlanders, 10 yards away, third. Time: 54 1/5th seconds.
HURDLES TEAM RACE.
"D" Company's team led on tlie first three runs and practically
won the race when Pte. l'arrell, their last string, for some unknown
reason, fell out. Had "D" Team won this event it would have given
them a very good chance of winning the Sports Cup.
1st: "A"
Company; 2nd: "B
Company; 3rd: "C"
Company; 4th: "23" Group, "H.Q." Time: 1 min. 20 sees.
880 YARDS TEAM RACE.
A very good contest, each team putting up a very good show.
1st: "A" Company; 2nd: "B" Company; 3rd: "C" Company;
4th: "D" Company. Time: 9 mins. 16 2/5th seconds.
220 YARDS INTERCOMPANY RELAY RACE.
"D" Company's team led the whole way until the final 220 when
"A" Company overtook the leader and won by two yards.
1st: "A" Company ; 2nd : "D" Company ; 3rd : "B" Company ;
4th : "23" Group. Time : 1 min. 44 sees.

Sergeants' Mess.
Now that we are settled down once more we have
begun a new round of Socials, etc., commencing on the
24th with a Tennis " At Home " at the R.A.S.C. Mess.
The new formed Tennis Club turned out in force and
we were able to beat our opponents to the tune of
14 games. A very pleasant afternoon was spent and
it was decided that we would have a return " At

Home " on our courts at a very early date. We have
a splendid court right outside the Mess and it is a great
pity that such a few of our members turn out for a little
practice. A gallant attempt was made to start
a " beginners' class " but there were few that managed
to stand the chipping concerning " lost ball, boundary,
H.L.I., etc., and so it has worked down to the same old
faces every time that one passes the enclosed space
that is sacred to the Mess Lacroste's and Tildeu's, not
to mention the Mme. Lenglen's and Betty Nuthall's.
Cheer up Crump ! You will win a set one of these
days if you stick it out.
On the 20th inst. we held our annual cricket match
against our Officers. Like the Test Match authorities
our committee decided to try out some new blood
during this match and so some of the old stagers that
usually play a prominent part in this annual event
were conspicuous by their nonattendance. The team
was duly entertained to lunch in the Officers' Mess
during the interval and during the tea interval, tea was
served on the lawn by the Officers and their Ladies to
all the members of the Mess and their families.
It is needless to remark that we were beaten rather
badly but that is only to be expected, were you
to know how well our team was fed at lunch time !
Gee ! I wish I could play cricket.
The full scores are appended, but I hope you will
all glance over them quickly and be satisfied, as our
scorer was dismissed as soon as the first wicket fell and
it was getting near lunch time. Hard luck Billy boy I
Our next event was a return Tennis " At Home "
on our courts. We invited the R.A.S.C. Mess and
they turned up in full force and a very pleasant after
noon was spent. Sgt. Chambers catered for all and
a very fine tea was served on the verandah. Again
we were able to beat the members of the opposing
team, this time to the tune of 18 games.
I have only one comment to make on the arrange
ments and that is, that the committee forgot all about
the poor unfortunate individual who happened to be
on G.O.C.s Guard that afternoon. Cheer up, Crump !
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In the evening a whist drive, social and dance
Prizes were given in each event for first, second
were held in the Mess and were very well attended.
and third place so it will be seen that the money was
Thirteenandahalf tables were filled and the prize
very well distributed among the members.
winners were as under:—
Whilst writing these notes, orders have just been
Ladies : 1st: Mrs. Dennis
'
128
 issued to the effect that yet another of our members
2nd: Mrs. Martin
...
... 121
is leaving for the Depot on the 22nd.
Mrs. Stanley
" Booby "
Cheerio Gibbo : I guess you will not be sorry to
Gents.: 1st: Sgt. Goss
126
visit some of your old haunts in Canterbury once more,
2nd : C.Q.M.S. Holman
121
but oh, be careful what you do !
Sgt. Willing
... " Booby"
Gibbo has been a member of this Mess since it was
After the whist the usual refreshments were handed
reformed at Fermoy in 1919 and there is no doubt that
round and then the dancing and fun of the evening
we shall miss his winning ways, especially when we
started.
shake the old Poky Die.
An excellent evening was brought to a close
Be careful, ye wielders of the Poky Die pot at the
at about 12 midnight and we wended our weary way
Depot, as it. is Gibbo's boast that he has not paid for
homewards feeling that life at Bareilly is not too bad
a drink on the pot since he enlisted.
after all
who threw that boot ?
And now that the scribe is carrying out the
On the fifth of the month we all had a very pleasant
manifold duties of orderly sergeant .1 must rmg off and
surprise ; that is to say all the dining members and
fix the old sign at the bottom.
a few, if not all, of the married ones. Major Ramsden,
8747.
our BrigadeMajor, suddenly drifted into the Mess and
handed Freddy Faulkner our caterer, a large box of
"D" Company.
wild ducks. Having had a very successful day at
Firstly,
I
find
I
have to resume my notes of last
shooting and having more duck than he could eat, he
month by keeping my promise to publish details of our
asked if we could eat a few for him. Now I ask you ;
arrivals and departures in consequence of the annual
could we eat a few ducks ? We did. In fact Gibbo
turn over of specialists.
ate four himself at one sitting, while Bert Daisley
The following Machine Gunners return to the
came a close second with threeandahalf.
Company: L/Cpl. Golding, Ptes. Elvy, Sinstead,
We ail appreciate Major Ramsden's generosity and
Harris, Norris, Bishop and Hoye. We extend to them
only hope that he will pay us a few more visits, with or
a hearty welcome and hope they will enjoy a pleasant
without wild ducks.
stay in the Company.
On the 6th, 7th, 9th and 10th we held the Regi
We are sorry to lose the following, who have been
mental Sports and a few of the members of the Mess
transferred to H.Q. Wing for the purpose of under
assisted the Benevolent Fund by running a few side
going a probation of Machine Gun Course: Sgt. Baker,
shows which were greatly appreciated by the troops
Cpl. Redman, Ptes. Pinder, Mitchell, Ellen, Connor,
as a pleasant change for this old station. A full list
Martin and T. Birch.
of the shows and the profits derived therefrom is given
13 Platoon congratulates " Slippery" on his rise
Rs. a.
below:—
to PlatoonSergeant and also extend a welcome to the
40 2
C.S.M. Beasley—" Monte Carlo " .
exspecialists they received.
18 2
Sgt. Papworth—" Football Sweep "
14 Platoon welcome back Pte. Morgan from
10 0
Sgt. Waters—" Mule Rides "
Lucknow and are pleased to see him making rapid
9 10
Sgt. Osborne—" Kick The Football
progress after his recent operation.
18 10
Sgt. Gibson—" Jildi House "*
15 Platoon, particularly " Badgers" little crowd,
7 4
Sgt. Turner—" Human Target "
wish it to be made known that under the " Bareilly
14
Sgt. Crump—" Bobbing Jim "
Current Bun" they have quite recovered from the
29
Sgt. Robinson—" Totalisator "
shock of having a Bakshee Bath.
25
Sgt. Daisley—" Lucky Dip "
16 Platoon were very pleased with a recent story,
15
Sgt. Crump—" Watch Raffle "
they received regarding soap wrapping.
9
Sgt. Meakm—" Hidden Treasure " .
INTERPLATOON CHALLENGE SHIELD BOXING.
15
Sgt. Willing—" Coconut Shies "
At the foot of my notes will be found a programme
combined with a brief report on each bout, so there
Total
...
*
... Rs. 211 11 0
remains little to be said on this subject. I should like
On the 14th inst the . Officers and Sergeants once
to express on behalf of the company our thanks to
again met on the field of sport, this time to decide
Lieut. Milton, Major Grant, R.A.M.C. and Lieut. A. W.
which was the better side at Hockey. Although the
Andrews, D.C.M., for their kind assistance by ably
game was by no means a walkover, we managed to
carrying out the duties of referee and judges
beat the Officers by the odd goal in seven.
respectively.
On the 10th we decided to hold a revolver meeting
ANNUAL COMPANY ATHLETIC SPORTS MEETING.
for the members of the revolver club. Nine of the
Owing to enormous entries for each event, we took
club managed to turn out and a real good afternoon
two days to complete the meeting. As the Battalion
of " Tom Mix " practice was held.
Meeting was being held in a short time, it was decided
The scores are appended below.
that the first eight in each event should count, thus
giving us ample talent from which to choose our
company teams. The sports also count for the Platoon
*4
Name.
Shield, in which after two days excellent sport, 14
Platoon ran out winners, beating 15 Platoon by a very
narrow margin of points. The final results were as
follows:—14 Platoon, 134 points; 15 Platoon, 131|
9
9 62 2nd
15
R.S.M. Martin
points ; 13 Platoon, 93 points ; 16 Platoon, 63 points.
13 12 65 1st
20
C.S.M. Farrow
Before passing to the next subject I should like to
11
2 40 5th
8
C.S.M. Beasley
congratulate "Joe" on the excellent " Cha and
15
5 00 35 6th
C.Q.M.S. Pratt
Wads " fight he arranged in the company dining hall.
14
11 14 46 4th
Sgt. Osborne
" Chuckles " were heard all round when one of our
13
3 12 53 3rd
Sgt. Crump ...
lady visitors popped the question: " Do they get this
6 33 7th
7
Sgt. Robinson
10
for tea every nteht ?"
7
7 00 25 9th
Sgt. Larkin ...
7
9 31 8th
C.Q.M.S. Holman
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Battalion Manoeuvres.

Intelligence Section

In friendly sports we have been able to do but very
little, but managed to get iu a game of Hockey, when
our opponents were the Intelligence Department. The
play during this game was far below the standard and
not very exciting. We ran out winners, by the odd
goal of three. Our team was : Cpl. Chandler, L/Sgt.
Perry, Cpl. Redman, Lieut. M. P. D. Dewar, L/Cpl.
Stocker, C.S.M. Mould, Ptes. Newbury, Long, Smissen,
Baker and Marsh. Smissen and Long scored for us.
THE USUAL SCRIBE.
THINGS WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW (MORE ABOUT).
Who is the individual of the Draft who lingers oil
the edge of the Barrack Square to take up marker for
the following parade ?
Why the sweet, how many G.C. Badges has he
and does he hail from Battersea ?
Does " Darkey " like soldiering 011 a bob per diem ?
Will someone pity him per the " Blighty Mail " ?
Does Arnold beat Shavo ? Ask 16 Platoon.
What happened to the Admirals O.M. Erasmic ?
Did Kite Hawks or the Soap King wipe it up ? Could
Billy " Don," 2nd Battalion, give us any information ?
Would the same Billy volunteer if he had long
enough to do ?
Is tlie Name Plate on the Company Office Door
a good mirror, and can one see enough in it to curl
a moustache ?
Did " Badger Cook's " flame return ? Hence the
blue patrol.
Do all sailors in the British Army wear wide bottom
trousers ? Ask Adams ; and did he wear them ?
The Band.
Since my last notes the Band lias been very busy (no, not 011
engagements), but preparing for our annual musketry course in which
we hope to do much better than last year.
The Jazz Band have had a few engagements, but none have come in
for the full Band.
On the Sports field we have been doing fairly well, both at Hockey
and Football and a couple of the new boys are shining quite well, m
fact are Battalion players in the making.
This month we lose another member of the Band, Bdsm. Hayden,
our Chip and our best wishes go with him to Civvy Street; perhaps
a few members of the 2nd Battalion Band remember liim.
MOZART.

SPORT.

FOOTBALL.
1st v. Drums
1st v. 6 Platoon, "B" Company
Ist v. Drums
1st 11. Drums
1st v. 3 Group
2nd v. BareiUy Coll.
...

2nd v. Hospital Orderlies
2nd i>. Hospital Orderlies
2nd v. Signallers' 2nd
2nd v. Drums
HOCKEY.
1st v. JJ.T. Company
Ist v. 3 Group
1st v. M.T. Company
1st v. 3 Group
1st v. Muslim Union
Ist v. R.A. N.C.O.'s
2nd v. 3 Group 2nd
Trial Boys v. Men

Won
Lost
P.raw
J*011
Won
 Draw
Lost
won
Won
Lost

2—1
2—4
i~'
„
7—0
1 1
2—3
1—0
3—0
2—4

Won
Draw
Lost
Lost
«on
Draw
"011
Draw

5— 1
1—1
1—5
0—1
\
1 —1
0
y
1 1

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

The Enemy.

Did Gliora enjoy his frothblowing and could Percy enlighten us ?
How did twelve members of the Band obtain their place in the
company running team ?
Have they been studying Newton's Form ?
Did Nat win his five rupees ?
What is tlie latest pastime in Musketry ? Ask Stan.
Was Spud browned off ? and how long will Nat stick it ?
QUAVER.
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RESULTS OP THE INTERPLATOON SHIELD.
Events.
Football
Cricket
Hockey
Bayonet Fencing
Cross Country Run
TugofWar
Shooting ...
Athletics

No. 5.
3
4
3
4
I
1
1
2

Total ..

19

Platoons.
No. 6.
No. 7.
1
4
2
3
4
1
2
3
2
4
3
2
4
21
3
1
27

14J

No. 8.
2
1
2
1
3
4
21
4
201

Results:—1st, No. 6 Platoon; 2nd, No. 8 Platoon; 3rd, No. 5
Platoon, 4th. No. 7 Platoon.
A.T.F.

" A " Company.

The company is now undergoing its preliminary training prior to
firing tlie annual course. The course itself is again of an experimental
nature and the old wellknown practices appear to have had plenty
of sorting out. This year we shall be tiring on the Plains, so perhaps
with a little luck our result will be better than last year at Ranikhet.
Whilst on the subject of firing I might as well mention that in the
Battalion Rifle Meeting several members of the company walked away
with the minor prizes and individually L/Cpl. Priestley made a name
for himself and he deserves congratulations.
The company held tlieir sports recently, but owing to the fact that
the weapon training was in progress one complete day oil could not be
permitted so the various heats were decided on one afternoon and the
finals were run off a few days later. Tlie weather was ideal and the
whole show proved to be a success.
Starting with the 100 yards, our finalists proved to be Cpl. Hodkin
(I), L/Cpl. Gudgiou (2) anil L/Cpl. Priestley. In the same order thtse
three individuals carried off the 220 yards. The 440 yards was carried
off by Crust (1), Cribben (2) and L/Cpl. Parker. In tlie Half Mile,
Cornwall (1), Cpl. Bell (2) and Crust distinguished themselves. (The
" QuarterBloke" got the fifth position ; he might have improved his
position had he dropped a few liandfuls of " blue lights.") Mr. Foster
(1), Cornwall and Crowhurst won their places in the Mile and in the
Three Mile Dale (1), Cornwall (2) and Cpl. Bell romped in. L/Cpl.
Parker took the High Jump with 5, Pte. Turner was second with 4 ft.
11 inches and L/Cpl. Cole third with 4 ft. 9 inches. The Long Jump
was won by Cpl. Hodkin with 19 ft. 5 inches, Parker followed with 18
ft. 6 inches and L/Cpl. Wilkinson with 17 ft. 3 inches. In the Putting
the Weight, Cpl. Hodkin again took first place with a putt of 31 ft.,
this was followed by L/Cpl. Gudgion with 29 ft. 9 inches and Sgt.
Turner came third with 28 ft. 3 inches. L/Cpl. Gudgion threw the
cricket ball 87 yards, 7 inches, Cpl. Hodkin, 86 yards and Crust 84
yards 2 ft. The Hurdle finalists were L/Cpl. Parker, Pelham and
L/Cpl. Cole. The interPlatoon Relay was won by No. 4, No. 2 followed
and No. 3 took third position.
The Battalion Harris Shield crosscountry run was decided a few
days ago. The distance was roughly five miles and was entirely across
country. The team comprised 25 runners and the first 15 home
counted. Before giving the results I should like, on behalf of the
company, to congratulate Pte. Marsh of "D" Company on being the
first man home and also "IJ.23" Company on obtaining second place
with their team ; our own team of course deserve a word of praise,
especially the trainer Cpl. Bell, for the excellent way they " packed "
together aud thus carried off the laurels of the day. Within the first
33 runners of tlie whole Battalion we had our 15 men and on the final
checking the following points were obtained :—"A" Company, first
with 251, "E23" Company, second with 609 (What a narrow shave !),
"D" Company third with 749. The remainder came in ad. ib.
Against "Ii.23" Company we played our last Harris Shield Hockey
match and our opponents defeated us 2—1. The game was one of the
best the company have produced and credit should certainly be given
to Curtis for the excellent way lie defended our end.
" QUARTERGUARD."
P.S.—Two more good books just arrived ; here are the titles :—
" Midnight announcements," by A. Larkin (this is the seventh
edition) ; " India through sun glasses," by P. Ransley.

" B " Company.
Tlie Harris Shield Competition is nearly finished. Our last Hockey
match with "E.14" Company ended in a draw, 2—2. Goals were
scored by C.S.M. Farrow and Pte. Barnes.
The Company did very well in the Battalion Rifle Meeting.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Followell on winning the Battalion
Championship.
Herewith results of our Company Scores :—
CLASS A.
Match (1) Lt. Milton. 1st; Sgt. Dennis, 2nd; L/Cpl. Followell, 3rd.
Match (2) L/Cpl. Followell, 3rd.
Match (3) Cpl. Wyles, 3rd.
Match (5) (Lewis Gun) L/Cpl. Torcy and Pte. Brawn, 2nd.
Battalion Aggregate.—L/Cpl. Followell, 1st ; Sgt. Dennis, 4th ;
Sgt. Goss, 13th; Cpl. Wyles, 14th; C.S.M. Farrow, 19th.
Pool Bulls.—C.S.M. Farrow (1); Sgt. Osborne (I).
BAYONET FIGHTING.
We fought "C" Company in our last Bayonet Fighting Match and
won 6—4. Winners were
Sgt. Osborne, Cpl. Butcher, Cpl. Richard
son, L/Cpl. Ingram, Pte. Flisher and Pte. Foreman.
No doubt the results of the Sports are shown elsewhere, but con
gratulations to "B" Company for winning by the narrrow margin of
halfapoint.

Officer i/c Administration
Machine Gun Platoon.
Pte. Brawn did excellently in the 440 yards and is quite a good
runner. He is in the Battalion Relay Team and ran very well in the
InterRegimental Relay and also did well in the High and Long Jump.
We are sorry to lose L/Cpl. Morblev, Ptes. Richards, Humbles,
IIeasman, Perry"and A. Moore, who are going home to U.K. We wish
them the best of luck in Civil life.
Pte. Richards will be greatly missed as lie has been a stalwart
cricketer for the Company and (he Battalion for a long time, also in
other sports he is above tlie average and we shall miss him.
At present we arc doing the usual Pokey Drill before our Annual
Course commences and we hope to do much better this year. I think
by the results of the T.O.E.T. that we ought to have a good many
with the Cross Guns, but that remains to be seen, as we will have the
usual weather elements to contend with. We fire the amended Table
B Course (India) and I think we ought to get a better average.
The old custom of sideshows at the Sports was revived this year;
Sgt. Robinson was helping with the Tote, and Sgt. Goss and Sgt.
Osborne also did some swindling to help the Benevolent Fund.
Congratulations to Sgt. Robinson on the birth of a son and heir
and our gallant C.O.M.S., also a son.

" C " Company.
This month we have seen the organisers of sport at their very best.
We did not do too badly in the CrossCountry Run, finishing third.
Quite a lot of people expected us to do better, but we were
quite satisfied with the result. Pte. J. Ileaseman was our first man
home, and he came in fourth. A very good show indeed.
This new method of carrying ou! the Harris Sliield Athletics, no
doubt explained elsewhere, left the Selection Committee rather a tough
job and a lot of new talent had to he discovered. Many fresh faces
were seen and much credit is due to them for putting up such a good
show.
Our individual entries did very well indeed. In the 100 yards,
Cpl. Hughes was first and L/Cpl. Bartlett was second. In the 220
yards, L/Cpl. Bartlett was first and Cpl. Hughes was second. These
two events gave us a surprise as Hodkin was also running. Pte. Jordan
again won the Putting the Shot and L/Cpl. Bartlett was second in the
Long Jump.
On behalf of the Company, I should like to congratulate L/Cpl.
Bartlett on his very good all round show. Undoubtedly he is a coming
Paget Medallist.
Another draft has just left us, and with them goes Cpl. Hughes.
He was one of the best sportsmen in the Company and was well liked
by all. He was in nearly all of our Company Teams and will be very
sadlv missed.
Interspersed with these major events, we have also had several
good games of hockey, some of the best games being with the
Intelligence Course of Officers.
We had a very good game with "23" Group, "H.Q." Wing. They
turned out their strongest eleven and so did we. We looked very
much like losing when the Gunners were leading 2—0, but this seemed
to inspire our team and they soon equalised. Later, iu the second half,
we scored another, which made us 3—2. We kept tlie Gunners out
until the final whistle blew, thus winning a very good game.
LG.
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INTERPLATOON SHIELD

FLYWEIGHT.—Pte. Burnett, 14 Platoon t>. Pte. Lelant, 15 Platoon.

Pte. Burnett did not enter the ring. Pte. Lelant gained two points
on a walkover.
FEATHERWEIGHT.—Pte. Bundock, 13 Platoon v. Pte. A.N.O'N., 14
Platoon.
A fast bout with exchanges always in favour of A.N.O'N. was
stopped in the third round after Bundock had been down twice.
Pte. Buddie, 16 Platoon v. Pte. Townend, 15 Platoon.
The first round went in Buddie's favour, who rushed in and kept
Townend guessing. In the next two rounds Townend woke up, and,
getting in some good body blows, had Buddie beaten whose wind was
troubling him. Townend won on points.
FINALS, FEATHERWEIGHTS.—Pte. A.N.O'N., 14 Platoon v. Pte.
Townend, 15 Platoon.
The first round was fairly even and fought at a terrific pace. In
the second round, A.N.O'N. forced matters and got in some good lefts
to the face. In Round 3 both mixed matters, but Townend could not
pick up the points he had dropped in Round 2. A.N.O'N. won on
points.
LIGIITWEIGHTS.—Pte. Smissen, 13 Platoon v. Pte. Knight, 15 Platoon.
Although Knight forced the fight from the gong he was rather wild
and let Smissen get in some good blows. Smissen took the ofiensive
in Round 2 and gained a lead on points. Round 3 was a mixup in
which Smissen came off best and won on points.
Pte. Brown, 14 Platoon v. L/Cpl. Rowntree, 16 Platoon.
Brown was by far the superior boxer and gained a big lead in the
first and second rounds. The bout was stopped in the third round in
Brown's favour as Rowntree was obviously distressed*and outclassed.
FINALS, LIGHTWEIGHT.—Pte. Smissen, 13 Platoon v. Pte. Brown,
.14 Platoon.
From the gong, Brown forced matters while Smissen was content to
remain on the defence. In Round 2 Brown again forced matters and it
appeared that Smissen had not yet summed "his man up. Brown was
still going strong in Round 3, had Smissen dazed with three or four*
left leads to the jaw : the Referee stopped the fight in Brown's favour
in this round.
WELTERWEIGHTS.—Pte. Ashmore, 14 Platoon v. Pte. Fox, 16 Platoon.
Ashmore got a walkover, Fox not entering tlie Ring.
Pte. Watts, 13 Platoon o. L/Cpl. Franklin, 15 Platoon.
Rounds I and 2 were fairly even but Franklin remained on the
defensive. In Round 3, Franklin woke up and gained the verdict on
points. Watts fought strongly against a much better opponent and
put up a very plucky display.
FINALS, WELTERWEIGHT.—L/Cpl. Franklin, 15 Platoon v. Pte. Ash
more, 14 Platoon.
A fairly even bout during which Ashmore forced matters through
out. At the final gong it seemed to be difficult to decide, but Ashmore
gained a very popular verdict chiefly through forcing the fight.
MIDDLEWEIGHTS.—Pte. Harris, 15 Platoon v. L/Cpl. Oliver, 13
Platoon.
As no decision could be reached at after 3 rounds an extra round
was decided on which Oliver won on points. A fairly good, bout, but
Oliver is inclined to swing his punches instead of going direct from the
shoulder. If he did this he would go a long way.
Pte. Crampton, 14 Platoon v. Pte. Lester, 16 Platoon.
Lester, fighting against a more experienced man, put up a plucky
display after he had been down twice in the third round and was bleed
ing profusely. The referee stopped the fight; he also congratulated
the loser.
FINALS, MIDDLEWEIGHT.—L/Cpl. Oliver, 13 Platoon v. Pte. Crampton,
14 Platoon.
A fairly even fight which was fought at a fast pace ended in a verdict
for Crampton on points. Crampton showed good form and should
develop into a good boxer with training.
LIGHTHEAVYWEIGHTS.—L/Cpl. James, 14 Platoon v. Pte. Scott, 13
Platoon.
A rather wild affair during which rushing tactics were adopted.
Ended in a point's verdict for James.
Pte. McKay, 16 Platoon v. Pte. Bailey, 15 Platoon.
The first round was fairly even with McKay forcing matters.
Round 2 went in McKay's favour, who did all the attacking. In
Round 3, McKay still forced the fight and gained a point's verdict.
FINALS, LIGHTHEAVYWEIGHTS.—Pte. McKav, 16 Platoon v. L/Cpl.
James, 14 Platoon.
McKay rushed in from the gong and quickly had hLs man beaten.
The referee stopped the fight in McKay's favour after the first round.
HEAVYWEIGHTS.—Cpl. Vye, 14 Platoon.
There being no other competitor in this weight Vye gained two
points without a fight.
ANNUAL ATHLETIC SPORTS MEETING (COMPANY) MUYN
AT BAREILLY ON 28TH FEBRUARY TO 2ND MARCH, 1928.

100 YARDS.—Cpl. Cook, Cpl. Errington, Pte. G. Price.
200 YARDS.—Cpl. Cook, Cpl. Errington, Pte. G. Price.
440 YARDS.—Cpl. Cook, Pte. Pullen, Pte. A. Buddie.
880 YARDS.—Pte. Marsh, Pte. Chivers, Pte. Blake.
ONE MILE.—Pte. Marsh, Pte. A. Buddie, Pte. Golding.
THREE MILES.—Pte. Marsh, Pte. A. Buddie, Pte. Elvy.
RELAY MEDLEY.—1,4 Platoon, 13 Platoon, 15 Platoon.
HURDLES, 120 YARDS.—Pte. Farrell, Pte. Bourn, L/Cpl. Purkiss.
HIGH JUMP.—Cpl. Cook, Sgt. Gibson, Pte. Wright.
LONG JUMP.—Cpl. Cook, Cpl. Chandler, Pte. Connor.
PUTTING THE SHOT.—Cpl. Cook, Sgt. Gibson, Cpl. Vye. Distance:
31 ft. 1 inch.
THROWING THE CRICKET BALL.—L/Cpl. D. Stocker, Pte. Newbury,
L/Cpl. Ward. Distance: 91 yards.

Platoon.
13
14
15
16

Pooler.
2
3
1
4

Hockey.



4
3
1}
14

RESULT TO

Athletic
Sports.
2
4,
3
1

Cross
Country
Run.
2
4
3
1

1928.

Total.


10
14
8}
74

Machine Gun Platoon.

Owing to the old " Lance Naik " being one of the unfortunate ones,
and throwing in his lot with "D" Company, the duties of scribe has
fallen upon the " Naik.' L/Cpl. Golding," our old scribe, deserves
praise for his strenuous work whilst in office as Dragon Correspondent.
We wish him the best of luck in his new Company and may the
" Gugnunc " form a new " Phosphoren corner."
We are sorry to say we have lost some of our best Footballers,
Runners and Athletes, and one of the best of the former in Pte. Stevens
who has gone to that foreign country " Blighty," and we wish him the
best of luck in " Civvie Street." 
The Battalion Rifle Meeting took place on the open range, and of
the two days' shooting we can boast of the 1st and 2nd in the aggregate.
L/Cpl. Followell 1st and winner of the Silver Cup, Cpl. Redman 2nd,
Silver Medal; congratulations to both of them. L/Cpl. Followell
and Billy Stace left us for "B" Company, and we shall miss their
presence amongst us, especially the latter.
Welcome to the new hands gathered to our fold. We hope to find
the talent in them that wc have found in the old ones.
Everything is a buzz, nowadays as wc have new hands in training
and have not much time to get them up to scratch, a few of them being
from the last draft from the 2nd Battalion.
In the Sports Field we have not done too badly. The first item of
interest is the Cross Country Running team which was second to "A"
Company in the Harris Shield. I think it was a great surprise to mcst
of the Battalion, great praise being due to Lieut. J. R. P. Williams
for the training of the team. Then came the Annual Sports Meeting
which lasted six days, from March 5th to 10th, starting each evening at
4.45 p.m. until 6 p.m. We cannot say that we came out as well as wc
expected. That is the worst of Headquarter Wing as we cannot hold
our talent for long, owing to our Annual Turnover, and on the other
hand, we are so scattered. Still, we did not do too bad in the
Individuals.
Lieut. Williams, 2nd in the Three Miles; Cpl. Jarvis, 2nd in the
Mile ; L/Cpl. Cribben, 3rd in Putting the Weight; L/Cpl. Randerson,
2nd in the Hurdles; Team Event—Mile, 3rd place; Team Event—
Three Miles, 4th Place.
Tn the Harris Shield Hockey versus "A" Company, we won 2—1
after a very good game, Pte. Taylor scoring both our goals.
On the Football Field we have not done very much, our first match
being against the R.A., a win in which we won 2—0, L/Cpl. Bench
'scoring both. The next was versus "D" Company*2nd Team, which
we won 3—0. Scorers :—L/Cpl. Betts, 2 ; Cpl. Jarvis, 1.
We congratulate the following on obtaining their first " Dogs' Leg."
Betts Bamford, Birch and Payne.
HEARD

DURING TRAINING.

Instructor : " What is 60 minutes ? "
Alew Hand  " One Hour, Corporal."
Instructor  " You tap the gun off in 15minute taps." Now what do
vou do ? "
New Hand. " Tap the gun every quarter of an hour, Sergeant."

THE NAIK.

Reserve of Officers.
Protection Certificate Obsolete.
From correspondence received at the War Office
it appears that doubts exist among exofficers and
officers of the Reserve as to their obligations under
Army Form Z.3. otherwise the " Protection
Certificate," which was issued to them on demobiliz
ation or disembodiment after the Great War. This
form, which stated the place of rejoining in case of
emergency, was only* intended to cover the period
immediately following the War and is no longer
applicable to anyone. Those officers of the Reserve
who are required to join'units on mobilization are in
possession of special instructions. Those who have
no such instructions are not required to take any action
in the event of mobilization or other emergency ; but
they must give the authorities written notification of
any change of address since last reporting, so that
instructions may he sent to them if their services are
required.
Officers on the Regular Army Reserve of Officers
are still required to report annually to the Under
Secretary of State, War Office, in J anuary; officers
on the General List, Territorial Army Reserve of
Officers, to the UnderSecretary of State on 1st July;
and Officers on the Regimented List, Territorial Army
Reserve of Officers, to the Officer in charge the unit
to which they are attached, on 1st July.
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The 2nd Battalion.

LOOKING BACK THROUGH

past numbers of The
Dragon, the reader will find
that about this time last
year a special paragraph
appears describing
the
doings of the Regimental
Rugger Team. Now once
again we are able to
recount the doings of a
Battalion XV. and of itself
this is something of an
achievement.
It has always been
hard to raise a rugger
side in the battalion, and
this year it has been particularly the case.
But despite the fact we have lost the services
of many of those who were the mainstay of
the side, we have at last laid the foundation
of a permanent XV. It may seem out of
place to stress this point so strongly here; but
the interest in rugger in the Battalion now
seems to be very considerably developed, and
it is hardly too much to hope that next season
may at last see a battalion team playing
regularly each week.
We have achieved a step forward in the
creation of a rugger side, but let us remember
that " achievement is but another milestone
along the highway of progress—the end of
the journey lies even beyond." The end of
our journey must be the day when we win the
Army Rugby Cup ; perhaps next year may
see us competitors for the first time.
The end of the hunting season has also
witnessed regimental successes in the local
point to point. Capt. Morgan on " Mulligan "
won the 2nd Div. Infantry Race at the R.A.
meeting, whilst Mr. Bruce, riding Capt.
Morgan's " Fortune " was third in the Sixth
Berks, members' race. The regimental race
was run over the Arborfield Course at the
R.E. Point to Point. We ran six entries as
a team against six of the Norfolk Regiment,
who last year beat us easily in a similar event.
This y,ear we had the first three home : Capt.
Morgan, Major Field and I/t. Bruce. The
Norfolks got the 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th places,
while the remainder of the field, some seven in
number, came to grief at various stages. This
left us the winners, the method of scoring
giving us the victory by the narrow margin of
four points.
On March 31st and April 1st the Golfing
Society came up here to play in two matches.
Unfortunately the weather was simply
appalling—raining hard on both days. We

were very pleased to see several old friends
of the Battalion here on that occasion. Such
is the interest iu golf now, that this Battalion
is sending a team in for the Army Golfing
Meeting, consisting of Colonel Crookenden,
Captain Morgan and Messrs. King and Reeves.
We wish them the very best of good luck.
Boxing also has had its part in the activites
of the month. An interCompany competiton
was held, from which all competitors who had
represented the Regiment were barred. The
result was that a large number of men fought
in the Company teams for the first time—a big
step towards encouraging a larger portion of
the Battalion to take an active interest in
boxing.
Next month we hope to publish a para
graph about the doings of the waterpolo
team. This has been something, of a fresh
.venture, but the energy and keenness of the
R.S.M. have produced a team which is at any
rate quite up to the average in the Command.
Rugby Football.

The most successful Rugger season that the
battalion has had in recent years has just concluded.
It has been short—the first team that could really be
said to represent the regiment did not take the field
until the end of January—but it has included five
victories out of eight matches played. Paradoxically,
one of the defeats was one of our best efforts. We
tackled a team from the Royal Military College, which
included six blues, while many of the remainder were
really good players. Our side, though the best we
could raise, were suffering badly from lack of practice,
and in many cases from inexperience. At halftime
the score stood at sixteen nil against us; when the
referee blew his whistle " noside " the score was 19
points to 13—a fine effort, which promises well for the
future.
A most encouraging match was that played against
Blackheath "B." This took place in pouring rain,
when practically speaking all outside movements were
impossible. The scrum played a very fine game, and
earned particular mention from our opponents: it
was mainly due to their efforts that we achieved the
narrow victory of 5 points to 3.
Other matches have included a win against No.
5 Company of the R.M.C. by 13 points to 8, a draw
against the 3rd Light Brigade—8 points all—and a win
over an O.T.C. side by 24 points to 13.
But the real success of the season li^s not so much
in the results of these matches, as in the fact that we
now have the framework of a regular fifteen. Very
much greater interest is now taken in Rugger than has
been the case hitherto, and once the regiment has got
beyond the stage when rugger is regarded as a peculiar
game more or less reserved for officers and a few mad
people who want to get hurt, we shall be able
to produce a regular team fit to compete in the Army
Rugby Cup. In this connection, it is interesting to
note that the Rugger team has not had a single
casualty this season, which compares well with any
other form of sport; and that the rules of the Army
Cup require at least seven other ranks to be included
in a regimental team.
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With regard to the individual members of the team,
2/Lt. Reeves has proved invaluable as an almost certain
place kick. Together with 2/Lt. F. W. B. Parry,
Lieut. Cass, Capt. Foster Hall and 2/Lt. Kenward,
much has been done to make the scrum a very useful
and hard working pack. L/Sgt. Watson, Cpl. Baker
and A/Sgt. Man have also played a good forward game,
while Pte. George and L/Cpl. Crane should, with more
experience, turn into useful forwards.
Behind the scrum 2/Lt. Connolly has been a great
asset at scrum half; Cpl. Kelly has played regularly
iu the threequarter line and will make a good hard
running outside. At back Pte. Young has proved
a very reliable tackle, and when he has learned to
kick, will make a thoroughly sound back. Much of
our success has also been due to Lt. Rose, now an
instructor at Sandhurst, who has added considerably
to the attacking and defensive strength of our three
line in nearly all our matches.
So much for the individual side of the team—the
side that really matters least. Perhaps one of the
greatest of team games. Rugger depends, for success
on the combined work of the whole team and more
especially on the combined work of the scrum
cooperating with that of the outside. This too often
the past season. The excitement of the game has
led the individual to forget entirely that there are
fourteen other men on his side who would like the ball
if he would only pass it in time and fifteen men on the
field who would certainly get it from him if he didn't.
And in a bigger way, the scrum have often found it
hard to back the ball or heel it at the critical moment;
the instinct to take it on has proved too great.
Experience, coolness and quick thinking are the
ways in which the team will overcome these difficulties
and it is reasonable to hope that, with many more
games next season and with more men taking an active
part in them, the Battalion will raise a team greatly
improved to compete for the first time in the Army
Cup.
B.A.D.S.

The 2nd Battalion have long had a reputation for
dramatic talent, but of recent years this seems to have
been allowed to lapse until, a month or two ago it was
said that the B.A.D.S., originated in India by Captain
Howe, had actually become defunct.
This is entirely erroneous, for great preparations
are being made for a complete revival of our pristine
glory: the stage in barracks is being completely
altered, new scenery added, new lighting effects
installed and new arrangements made for bringing our
theatre up to the best London standard. Only one
thing is missing and we appeal through the medium of
The Dragon for talented artists to present themselves,
and for those with ideas and suggestions to submit
their latest efforts. In particular we need helpers
who will relieve our actors (and actresses) of the
burdens of scene shifting and administration, whilst
they are rehearsing. Everyone is invited to join and
help in some way even if they cannot face the foot
lights. It has been provisionally arranged for the
Society to meet on the first and third Mondays in the
month to try over songs and sketches and to receive
suggestions.
One point we are compelled reluctantly to mention
and that is that funds are required to cover our
reorganisation and we do not want to charge high prices
of admission to the shows it is hoped to give, so that
gifts of furniture, clothing, properties, makeup and
other articles will be gratefully received.
It only remains to exhort everyone who has
troubled to read this to enrol at once.

163
Sergeants' Mess.

Everything has been exceedingly slack during the
past month and we have only one event of any
importance to record in these columns; therefore,
the space occupied by these notes will be on the small
side.
Our only event was a Spoon shoot which took place
on the Miniature Range this time instead of the Open
Range. The practices were five rounds grouping and
seven rounds at a plate and target, the object of the
second practice being to first knock down the plate and
then carry on firing at the target. The total possible
score was 55, and there was a tie between C.S.M.
MacWalter and Sergeant Barrell, who both made
a score of 51. In the shoot off, Sergeant Barrell
won the Silver spoon by getting a possible of 35, while
Mac made 34. The " Royal Oak " or Wooden 'Un
was won by Sergeant Haynes of the A.E.C., who is
attached to us, by obtaining the large score of nought.
Well done, Schoolie ! The Spoons were duly presented
later on in the month, the Wooden 'Un being duly
accompanied with the usual honours.
We have had one or two changes in the Mess during
the month. C.S.M. Ambrose has left us for civilian
life, but he is residing fairly near to us, so we may see
some more of liim yet before we leave the wondrous
district of Aldershot. Another loss from the Mess is
Tutt, who has proceeded to the Depot for a tour of
duty ; but we have gained from the Depot Sergeant
Marsh, who has completed his tour there. Tomlin has
also left us for good, being on the A.P.T. Staff. May
he do well. He has a good start.
We have welcomed into the Mess George Saunders
who has been given the third stripe, and there
is a strong rumour that we shall shortly be seeing
Chummo Norwood, who is being promoted. In fact,
by the time these notes are published he will be here
working as Company Q.M.Sgt.
As there is no more news this month, S.M.2 will
close down once more, wishing all our readers good
luck.
WUNNOVVEM.

"A" Company.

Now the Battalion has nearly completed the
preliminary training, we are looking forward to firing
our annual courses, and "A" Company will not be
danker Company this year. You will see by the result
of teams' shooting that the lads have been having
a bit of snide, and to be quite candid we could name
some bold fellows who have got a couple of sets of
crossed guns and L.G.'s mossed up in their lockers.
The following is the result of tne InterCompany
Teams' Shoot for the last two weeks:—
W/e 30/3/28—(1) "A," Cpl. Kelly; (2) "A," L/Cpl.
Barr; (3) "A," Pte. Hodgson.
W/e 7/4/28—(1) "A," L/Cpl. Marriott; (2) "M.G.,"
Pte. Wickenden; (3) L/Cpl. Mullinger.
But this is not all. We could fill the jolly old
Dragon if we were to give the names of individual
winners. (What Price Glory ? ? ?)
Now for some rough stuff. The InterCompany
Boxing was held last month and fortunately we won the
Competition, but before we go any further we must
congratulate all competitors, especially Ptes. Mitchell,
Taylor, Blythe and Scullion. These four were of the
last draft to join us from the Depot. We think that it
is a good show and that their Squad must have worked
hard. Here is the order of fights and results :—
"A" Company. Pts.
"H.A." (2 & 4) Pts.
FEATHER—

Cpl. Johnson ... 2 won to Pte. Toms ... 1
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2ND LIGHT—

Pte. Bard

I

lost to L/Cpl. Viney

2

Pte. Mitchell ..

1 lost to L/Cpl. Smith

2

Pte. Taylor

1 lost to Drm. Gosling

2

Pte. Blythe

2 won to Pte. Pugh

1ST WELTER—

2ND WELTER—
MIDDLE—

L/HEAVY—
L/Cpl.
1ST LIGHT—

Marriott

Pte. Scullion ..

2 won to Drm. Miller ... 1
2 won to Pte. Mitchell
11

Total points

FINAL.

"A" Company.

... 1

Pts.

1

Total points 10
"M.G." Coy. Pts.

Cpl. Johnson ... 2 won to Pte. Abbott... 1
2ND LIGHT—
Pte. Bard
... 2 won to Pte. Whittaker 1
1Si WBJyl3$R—~

Pte. Mitchell ... 1 lost to Pte. Smith ... 2

2ND WELTER—

Pte. Taylor

... 1 lost to Pte. Nolan ... 2

Pte. Blythe

... 2 won to Pte. Tracy ... 1

MIDDLE—

L/HEAVY—

L/Cpl. Marriott

1ST LIGHT

Pte. Scullion

Total points

1 lost to Pte. Vant

... 2

... 2 won to Pte. Fagg

... 1

11

Total points

10

This is where we put " finis " to our notes for this
month, leaving several of the Boys scanning the pages
of the ' Sporting Liar' looking for the winner of the
Derby. One bright youth is at the table now with
a fork in his hand and tells us he is going to pick out
first, second and third by jabbing the fork in the list
of runners, those pricked being the likely. Well!
well! some people can sing ?
A.H.D.S.
Cross Oountry Notes.

The first run of importance after the Command Championship
was the InterPlatoon Run for the R.A.T.A. Shield. This caused
a good deal of speculation as to the ultimate winners. A platoon event
had not been previously held, although by now it was a wellknown
fact that "C" Company should win.
The conditions were that competitors must have been posted to
their platoon by the 3rd of March.. This was a recent date, but had
to be so, owing to the formation of the Machine Gun Company taking
place on 1st March.
We congratulate No. 4 Group, "H.Q." Wing on winning the Shield.
They had a really fine wellbalanced team. Nos. 9 and 10 Platoons
did not quite come up to expectations.
The Race was held on the 12th March ; the course was one of four
miles. It was a good crosscountry course, heavy going in some places.
The race was won by L/Cpl. Trinkwon of No! 10 Platoon, closely
followed by L/Cpl. Spence of No. 12 Platoon. Pte. Walton of No. 1
Section, M.G. Company was third, and Pte. Lewes, of No. 9 Platoon
followed closely into fourth place.
When writing our last month's notes mention was made of the
failure of the battalion to qualify for the Army Championship, by 23
points, this being the difference between third and our fourth place in
the Command Race. Application was made for our team to be
included in the Army Championship. The regulations say that two or
more teams from the command championship go forward to the army.
Three teams were allotted from this command, being altered to four to
include our team. This means that we were really the last choice,
other entries being:—Eastern Command, three teams; Western
Command, one team; Northern Command, one team, who
scratched; London District, two teams; Southern ,Command, two
teams ; British Army of the Rhine, one team.
The team knew they were up against it, but decided to tackle it
with all the will power they possessed, the result being that we gained
fifth place in this our first appearance in the army championship for
many years.
The course was a good stiff one, the distance being seven and a
quarter miles starting from Claycart bottom and finishing up near
the Command Central Ground. At. the halfdistance it was seen that
the whole of our team were running well and only had to maintain
their places to do well. The actual winner was L/Cpl. Sutherland,
3/6 Dragoon Guards. Time: 42 mins. 34 sees.

The order of our team was :—
Pte. Walton, 14th; time, 44 mins. 24 sees. L/Cpl. Trinkwon,
24th; 44 mins. 57 sees. Pte. Divers, 30th; 45 mins. 18 sees. Pte.
Lewis, 38th; 45 mins. 30 sees. L/Cpl. Spence, 60th; Pte. Frost,
72nd ; Pte. Abbott, 73rd ; Pte. Pooley, 82nd ; Pte. Stevens, 86th;
2ndLt. R. F. Parry, 91st; Pte. Burgess, 101st; Pte. Knight, 108th;
Total points, 779.
Team placings
(1) 2nd Bn. D.C.L.I., 242 pts.: (2) 2nd Bn. N. Staffords R.( 538
pts.; (3) 3rd Bn. R. Tank Corps, 582 pts.; (4) 3rd Div. Signals,
730 pts.; (5) 2nd Bn. The Buffs., 779 pts.; (6) 2nd Bn. East Yorks.,
905 pts.; (7) 2nd Bn. Worcester Regt., 995 pts.; (8) 1st Bn. Oxford
and Bucks. LI., 1,104 pts.; (9) 1st Bn. Bedfords and Herts. Regt.,
1,141 pts.; (10) 2nd Bn. Grenadier Guards, 1,178 pts.; (11) 2nd
Bn. E. Lanes. Regt., 1,465 pts.; (12) 2nd Rifle Brigade, 1,547 pts.;
(13) 1st Irish Guards, did not close in.
It is interesting to note that during the fortnight between the
Command and Army Race we turned the tables on the East Yorks.
by 126 points. In the Command they beat us by 23 points ; we beat
them by 126 points in the Army, a gain of 149 points.
The Aldershot Command finished 1st, 2nd, 5th and 6th. _
The InterCompany race was the last of the season. This was held
on 26th March. Teams of fifteen of each Company, with twelve, to
score. Distance, about six miles. This was a very good finish to a
successful seaSon. Pte. Lewis won this race, but it should be mentioned
that L/Cpl. Trinkwon and Walton went off the course about a hundred
yards at the halfdistance; Lewis, slipping ahead here was never
caught again, winning by about two hundred yards.
Order of Finish—
(1) Pte. 'Lewis, "C" Coy; (2) L/Cpl. Trinkwon, "C" Coy.; (3)
Pte. Walton, "M.G."; (4) Pte. Divers, "H.Q." Coy.; (5) L/Cpl.
Spence; "C" Coy.; (6) Pte. Frost, "C" Coy.; (7) Pte. Braidwood;
"C" Coy.; (8) Pte. Knight, "A" Coy.; (9) Pte. Abbott, M.G.: (10)
Pte. Trims, "H.Q." Wing; (11) Pte. Marsh, "C" Coy.; (12) Pte.
Burgess, "C" Coy.
Before closing our crosscountry notes, I should like to set out our
progress. At the early part of the season little interest was taken in
this branch of sport. This accounted for our late start, but once we got
going, great interest was taken all round.
On December 9th, 1927, we entered a team in the Group Run.
Result:—fifth out of six teams.
Command InterCompany Race. Eighth in Command.
Command Team Championship. Fourth in Command.
Army Team Championship. Fifth in the Army.
Season 1928 and '29
Our Team:—
2ND LIEUT. R. F. PARRY.—Our team captain. He has done veiy well
in this his first season of Army running. Gives great promise for
the future, but may fail to fulfil our hopes owing to his interest in
many other forms of sport.
CPL. HANDSCOMB.—One of the older members of our team, has done
very well indeed, but Is slipping to the rear positions owing to the
improvement of the younger members. Sets a good example to
all.
L/CPL. TRINKWON.—Has run well throughout the season, does not
seem at his best In big events, although fie hasshown good allround
form. Still, has time to improve. We do hope he will maintain
his form next season. Should go a long way yet.
L/CPL. SPENCE.—A good hard runner, that can be relied on to maintain
his position. A battalion footballer, having divided interests may
have kept him back a little. We do hope to have his services next
year as he cannot be spared from tlie team.
PTE. WALTON.—Has proved our most successful member in big events;
the harder the coarse, the better the result. Was actually 24th in
the Army, including individuals. Should obtain his Army Badge
next year ; the first fifteen in the Army obtain this.
PTE. DIVERS.—Had a most successful season. A'very reliable runner ;
also likes a hardgoing course. Did very well in all runs. We are
relying on this type of runner to pull us through next season.
PTE. LEWIS.—Comes from Wales, needs careful handling at times.
Has done extremely well. We can claim Lewis as being the smallest
runner of those competing in the Army this year. Has come up
to my early expectations.
PTE. FROST.—A good hard trier ; has done very well indeed. Can be
relied upon to put up a good show. I have great hopes for Frost
next season:
PTE. POOLEY.—Has done extremely well throughout the season; a
very reliable runner in a big event, but must remember it is train
ing that counts. Has developed bad ankles at times.
PTE. KNIGHTS.—A real hard trier, always gets along at an average pace.
Can be relied upon to finish any couise, but does not seem to speed
up at all.
PTE. ABBOTT.—Has done very well; one of the on and off type of
runner ; when he has an on day he is a real good runner. Did very
well in the Army run.
PTE. STEVENS.—Has kept his position throughout the season. A hard
trier, but has been troubled with a bad ankle; when this has held
out he has done very well indeed.
PTE BURGESS.—Ran quite well all through the season ; rather on the
small side. Justified his inclusion in the Army Run.
PTE. NOLAN.—Has certainly done well. I believe this runner will do
even better next year. Likes a bard course best.
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PTE. BRAIDWOOD.—I should say one of the youngest competitors iu
the Army this year and one of the smallest. Has done very well
indeed in some runs, but did not reach his form in tlie Army. '
Ptes. March, Drcwett, Austin, Toms and Bard have all trained hard
and ran well throughout the season.
They were reserve men for
the Army run and call for special attention.
A.V.O.

Corporals' Mess.

The past month has been one of those too frequent periods when
very few items of interest are forthcoming.
1 here has been rather a long list of Promotions and Appointments,
and Cpls. Chapman, .Saunders and Man have left us for the Sergeants'
Mess. L/Cpls. Crowhurst, Watts, Kelly, Strand, Vine and G. King
have been promoted Corporals and L/Cpls. Mullinger, Smart, Everest,
Wheeler, Sohvay, Tarbox, Howard and Drury placed 011 the Paid Roll.
We offer them all our heartiest congratulations.
Recently the P.R.I, was kind enough to supply us with a loud
speaker which is run off the Privates' wireless set and this is much
appreciated by the members of the Mess.
Easter passed very quietly for those left in Barracks, but it is to be
believed that these enjoyed themselves quite weU, making the most
of the hue weather with which we were favoured for a while.
We arc soon to say " Goodbye" to Cpls. Bartley, Peett and
Wilkins and L/Cpl. Burton who are shortly* going back to " civvy"
life. Best of luck to them.
L/Cpl. Bishop has gone to the " Home of Rest " for a tour of duty.
Cpl. Crane, L/Cpls. ChippSniith aud Twyman are away 011 a P.T.
Course and Cpl. Strand 011 Education at Shorncliffe.
We are now looking forward to our two final social functions of the
Season—these will take place during the last two weeks of this month.
lir.IlEVRK.

Machine Gun Platoon.

Owing to our being in the throes of Section and Company training
our notes this month may be rather curtailed.
We have completed the firing of our Annual Course, but once again
beastly weather attended our efforts and our final average was quite
good, taking all things into account.
We must congratulate Pte. Abbott 011 obtaining the highest
individual score to date and hope that when the " Young 'Uns" fire
later 011 in the year they will do all in their power to beat his total.
During our short spell of Regimental duties we turned out some
exceptionally good guards and we arc glad the men have kept up the
former reputation of our lamented " Platoon."
Congratulations to "C" Company 011 the fine show in the Inter
company Cross Country Run. No doubt they* have a good team, so
no one can begrudge them their victory.
We understand we are to be considered for the honour of acting as
" Colour Escort" during the " trooping of the colour" this year, so
yve look to the rank and file to go " all out " to add to our laurels.
With regard to the InterCompany Novices Boxing that was held
this month, our team put up a splendid show and after going through
from the first round we were finally beaten by the very narrorv margin
of one point in the final, by "A" Company, to whom we offer our
congratulations.
Our team was Ptes. Abbott, G. Smith, Whitaker, Vant, Fagg,
Tracey and Nolan actually in the final, after Ptes. Cowley and Vice had
been pronounced " unfit " at the conclusion of the first found.
Congratulations to L/Cpl. Wheeler on his winning the Rangetakers'
Shield for April. My advice to the rangetakers is : " punch up,"
because the Shield is worth having.
Further congratulations, we offer to L/Sgt. Saunders and Cpls.
Crane and Strand 011 their promotion.
I have forwarded a small caricature of our " Administration Officer "
trusting that sufficient space will be found in the pages of the magazine
as we intend to forward one of our notabilities each month in future.
WELLSID, EXOFFICIO.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Can limbers be brought back in a car ?
Is it nice having to push a car ? And did the schoolboys laugh ?

The Band.

Who said the Band had ceased to exist ? We were too late with our
notes for last month, so we must try and make up for it this time. We
notice that our partners in Music—The Drums—were in time with the
news concerning the InterPlatoon CrossCountry Run. We shall
have a photo of the team for the next issue of The Dragon.
Bds. Fieldsend has left 11s for civilian life at last ! Somebody said
he was going to be a clerk, but yve wonder what connection there is
between clerking and a plasterer !! Still, he has one record of which
he can be proud. He is the only man yve have had for nine years 011
" Young Hands," Jolly good luck to him—and we hope that he will
not forget his chums in the Band.
We again appeared at the Alexandra Palace in London last month,
and were all very pleased to see some of our old bandsmen,
Ned Heyvitt, "P.C." Hughes, Sgt. Webb and several others yvhosc
names have slipped our memory. They all seem to be doing very well
I believe " Hugs " had some bloodcurdling yarns to tell. He ought to
write a book. Our next appearance at London will be 011 the 20th May*
and yve shall hope to see many more of our old friends there.
We start our engagements on the 7th May with a week at Brighton
and shall welcome a visit from any of the " Old Boys " who live in the
district.
We have not had much time for games lately, but now the Company
Games Committee have got busy yve shall no doubt make a start. .So
keep your eyes on tlie official games results.
FATHER CROCHETS.
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" B " Company.

Before continuing yvitli the chief events of the month I would like
to mention that yve all welcome Mr. Reeves to our Company, also Mr.
Ronnally, who is giving No. 7 Platoon " Tips" on " Peacetime
Warfare," and I am sure we shall miss him very much rvlien he goes
back to "A" Company after training. We also congratulate him on
his luck with " Tipperary Titn." We cannot overlook Cpl. Watts
(small though he may seem) and fail to give liim three cheers on attain
ing the rank of " Full blorvn Corporal." Also Chapman 011 being
promoted " full " LanceSergeant. The old saying " Little, but good,"
seems to be perfectly true.
Now for tlie really exciting " stuff." Company Training is in full
suing and we pay visits to "E.l." and "E.2" areas in turn—I do not
know which is 'Eaven and which is 'Ell, but I imagine the general vote
would be in favour of them both being the latter. Is it muddy
in Heaven and do angels yvear clean canvas every day ? No ! Well
then, it certainly must be 'Ell.
Nothing very exciting has happened as regards " Sport." except
a Football Match between Nos. 6 and 7 Platoons, yvhich is described in
the Notes of No. 7 Platoon, Dix's notes not being forthcoming.
I must close now ; it is time for " Right Markers."
DOING ONE.

5 PLATOON NOTES.

This month has been the same as usual—very slack—except for
Company Training yvhich will be completed by the time that these notes
are in print. We have a neyvconier to the " Old Nest," Sgt. Marsh from
the Balis' home—Sh...vvlio said " worst luck " ? and does he still think
lie is there—" So say all of us." Our Old and Noble " Bronche "
will be miles away—when yve are weeping over these lines. We wish
liim the liest of luck wherever he goes.
Mr. Reeves has also joined us and yve hope that he will take an
interest in our Sports which are—" On the road to anywhere."

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW."

Do a certain N.C.O.'s stripes get smaller when he " Ain't got long
enough to do ?
When will the Platoon be a " ton " ? Ask Sgt. Marsh—Platt
doonton.
When yvill the Nursery be forgotten ?
Is W'oodard lovesick ?
Can yvalkingsticks be made as heavy as a LGun ?
Who carries the CS.M.'s pack in war time?
C.H.U.R.T.
None forthcoming.

6 PLATOON NOTES.
7 PLATOON NOTES.

We have certainly got our tail between our legs for a while, but it
is still growing. We challenged No. 6 Platoon to a football match and
yvitli the aid of a " few reserves from 5," they managed to score three
more goals than yve could. Still, that *vvas not our fault, it was our
misfortune.
I yvill now endeavour to describe the game as far as possible.
The referee brought his team ou to the field and they kicked off.
I am told that " Toby " caught hold of the ball 011 two occasions and
put it in the net for safe custody. Then No. 7 Platoon arrived on the
scene and played vigorously for halfanhour, scoring tyvo goals and
having one scored against them—someone blew the " rally"—Score :
3—2. Our team fell out for an interval of ten minutes whilst our
opponents amassed tlie huge total of six goals. Enter our team once
more—and again the real science of the game began. Marsden our
" Star," (recently transferred from the " World United F.C." at a cost
of tyvo biscuits, took a mighty stride—a flying kick—completed a
double somersault—scored a goal aud finished at standtoattention.
Score here—6—3 (against us—Sh...). Then Robbins began " Rugger "
combination and he and his referee did not seem to agree so that yve were
.warded a penalty. Tutt took it and it went tyvice round the earth
before anyone saw it—not even Sgt. Sawkins—their custodian—and in
trying to dodge it he somehoyv got in its path of flight and it stopped—
so did the game 1
Yours truly,
DOING ONE.

" C " Company.
We offer our congratulations to C.S.M. Ongley on his promotion
and to L/Sgt. Man on his appointment.
Unfortunately, I am unable to write further on the Connauglit
Shield Competition, as promised last month, but I am given to under
stand that this yvas cancelled.
In the InterCompany Boxing we did not do very well, but yve hope
to put up a better show next time.
The Company Billiard Team did yvell to get into the Final of the
InterCompany Billiard Tournament. They lost the final to a "H.Q."
Team.
At present the company is training in earnest for the Regimental
Sports which take place on Albuhera Day, when we expect to be at the
top, as usual.
Congratulations to Pte. Owen ; he is now a very proud " Daddy."
Also to Cpl. Handscomb on his marriage at Easter.

HEARD AT ALDERSHOT :

R.f'.S.: " What did you get Defaulters for ? "
D : " Using unseen language to a Regimental Policeman."

INTERIOR

ECONOMY.

Recruit : " This is a line Army, I must say ! What happens every*
morning ?
All the N.C.O.'s go out on R.S.M.'s parade and
yve are here 011 Imperial Comedy."
X.C.O. (To party returning to Barracks): " If you don't puck up the
step, I'll make you mark time all the way back."
ELDEVRE.
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E

Beneath

Bell

OR some months
past, notes from
the Depot seem to
have
been
entirely
composed of accounts
and descriptions of
various sporting fixtures
with a bespattering of
events of a social
naturea sort of com
bination of a minor
and local Sporting Life
and Tatler. And with
the following notes in
view, it is, perhaps, as
well to remind those
interested that the Depot is not entirely given
over to the pursuit, of these sports and
pastimes, but that they only take place after
the real work of the day—" the sterner
stuff "—is finished.
Our two squads—the Nivelle and the
Nive—have respectively reached their 11 tli
and 6th weeks of training ; the squad forming
is, however, taking some time to complete,
recruiting being particularly slow, and so far
we have only annexed seven recruits out of the
necessary thirtytwo to complete a squad.
Our " sporting life " this month
has
generally been associated with pointstopoint
(this sounds more grammatical than pointto
points, even if it is not so), not that we
ourselves—speaking for the majority—have
taken any part, but our attendance has been
noted at those around, namely the Tickham
on March 31st, the Ashford Valley, the East
Kent on Easter Monday and the MidKent.
The Depot provided two representatives
for the Regimental pointtopoint in Major
Field and Lieut. Crozier, the former finishing
second, but no doubt an account of the race
appears elsewhere.
Hunting has finished for good aud both
the horses hired from the 10th have returned
to their regiment, now at Hounslow.
Hockey has also ' packed up,' and football
has another two matches to go before doing
the same. Cricket enthusiasts have not yet
been seen airing their white flannels, but this
is probably only due to the Arctic weather,
which we are now experiencing.
As regards coming events, the Guards are
holding a big boxing night on April 19th and,
combined with their Depot competitions, are
Amateur and Service champions in contest.
It is rather a pity that we could not have
provided one verynextdoorneighbours with
a representative from the Regiment, and if it
had not been for Sergeant Beale's injury,
perhaps we could have done.

Harry.

Preparations are already being made for
the Cabaret Ball to be held in May and it
promises to be more of a success even than
last year's.
We were very pleased to receive a visit
from Captain T. Roscow Reid, who is on leave
from India, and our heartiest congratulations
and best wishes to him on his engagement.
There must be many visitors to the Depot
who will be really sorry to hear that Gasper
has died. Gasper was one of the o dest
inhabitants of the Depot and of recent years
has become a Depot character. When Capt.
Watson left, he handed his dog over to Lieut.
Crozier, so Gasper's life has been associated
with the Depot until his death from acute
bronchitis the other day.
Lt. Crozier, incidentally, is now at Millbank
with the prospect of having his appendix
removed. He has not been at all well lately
and if the medical authorities recommend its
removal, we wish him a speedy recovery.
STOP PRESS NEWS.

Another recruit is reported to have asked
for the Recruiting Office. This brings the
forming squad to a total of 8. It is
understood that flags are flying and general
jubilation is shown at the Depot.
E.A.A.
Sergeants' Mess.
A small Dance and Social was held in the Mess on
17th March in celebration of St. Patrick's Day, and we
were pleased to welcome our friends of the Irish Guards
Company, Guards Depot. The Depot Band provided
the dance music whilst the renowned Mr. Sandy
officiated at the piano.
On 20th March the Ladies Branch of the Cork Club
held a Whist Drive, and the energetic committee is to
be congratulated on its efforts. The following were
the prizewinners :—
Ladies: 1st ...
...
... Mrs. Woods.
,,
2nd ...
...
... Mrs. Dance.
„
last ...
...
... Mrs. Padbury.
,,
Travelling Prize
... Mrs. Price.
Gents. : 1st
Sgt. Williams.
„
2nd ...
...
... Mrs. Dennis.
last ...
...
... C.Q.M.S. Taylor.
Travelling Prize
... Mrs. Norwood.
We have to welcome Sgt. Tutt on being posted to
the Depot for a tour of duty, and we also congratulate
him on his recent promotion to full Sergeant. We are
hoping he will prove a great help on the sports field.
Sgt. Marsh has been reposted to the 2nd Battalion
and we wish both him and his family the best of luck.
The majority of our members proceeded to the Drill
Hall at Dover on 28th March to attend the first dance
given by tlie Dover Branch of the Past and Present
Association, and they had a very enjoyable evening.
Congratulations to Sgt. Hopkins, R.A., on his
marriage on 29th March, and we wish both him and his
bride every happiness in their new life. Sgt. Hopkins
is employed on the permanent staff of the local R.A.,
T.F., and had been attached to this Depot for the past
three years.
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At the Whist Drive held on 3rd April (also arranged
by the ladies) Mrs. Nightingale, Mrs. Keegau and Mrs.
Tull took the ladies 1st, 2nd and last prizes
respectively, whilst the gents, prizes went to Miss
Martin, Sgt. Adams and Mrs. Eastoii.
During the past mouth, General Sir Arthur Lynden
Bell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., paid the Depot a visit.
Unfortunately he could not visit our Mess, but
promised to do so 011 his next visit.
Colonel A. C. Trollope also paid us a visit.
Sgt. Herbert looked in. He has lost a deal of
weight, but is doing well iu civilian life.
Corporals' Mess.
As usual I have waited until the last minute to write these notes.
Since last writing, I,/Cpl, Cross has been promoted Corporal,
on which we heartily congratulate him, and 1 hear Toby has also been
promoted since he left us.
We have not had any exciting events laterly, as nearly all of us
had leave at Easter. 1 hear that Paddy went for a tour round
England by aeroplane and I understand that was his reason for coming
back with his hair in curlers.
Some of us went to Margate, to the Territorial Ball on the 28th
April and had a very good dinner there. I think the hotel proprietor
is looking for some missing cutlery. What did you do with it, Joe ?

WE WANT TO KNOW
If India comes under the heading of foreign countries?
Does Joe grow tulips in his garden ?
How much some Corporals spend in a year, and when will they
pay back the stamps they borrow to send their pay home ?

Trained Men's Notes.
On the 2tth March we played the Irish Guards at football, losing to
them by 5 goals to 3 after an excellent game, and on the 28th
we played the Corporals and we won quite easily by I goals to 1.
Most of the trained men have been away on Easter leave, and
nothing exciting has happened at the Depot, although a calamity
nearly occurred when Dean was seen actually smiling. (Perhaps he
had just read Depot Orders Part 1, dated 3/4/28, Chapter 6, last verse!)
The new Dart Board supplied to the Troops by the P.K.I, is serving
its purpose well as many of the trained men know what " Double 16,
19, pug stands for" and several of us have been asked to play for
"clubs" outside the vicinity of our own Wet Canteen. The only
drawback is that we are continually running out of darts, and no one
seems to know who supplies the next lot. Perhaps our N.A.A.F.I.
Manageress could tell us.
BOTTLES.

4th

Battalion.

A

T Eastertide the weather
fortunately smiled on us
W)Buffs
c j and our Camps this year were
blessed with tine and sunny days.
C^> The attendance at Birchington
under Major Dean's command
was a great success and "A"
and "B" Companies were* able
to attend hi good numbers and
did some very useful training.
The Camp was visited by Col.
Dick, our Brigade Commander,
and also by Col. Burns and Major
Collard.
At
Dover
the
Drums,
Machine Gunners and the Trans
port did some very useful
training. The Signals, who were
attached to the 2nd Battalion
The Queen's Royal West Surrey
Regiment were rather disappointing in numbers, but
we hope next year to obtain a larger attendance.
Since last month, Colonel Burns has been given
tlie well deserved promotion of BrevetColonel. I
know all ranks in the Battalion will join me in
congratulating him on this honour, and we can only
hope he will remain and command us for several more
years.
x

N *— "
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The Brigade Tactical Exercise at Arundel at the
end of last mouth was attended by eleven of our
officers. The weather was gorgeous and gave us a
foretast of what it will be in Camp.
We would like to congratulate General Sir Arthur
Paget on his yachting successes in the south of France.
Judging by the papers, there seems to be little left for
the other competitors to win !
Recruiting has been progressing steadily, but we
still require about 15 more to complete our
establishment.
Lieut. Mount is joining the ranks of the Benedicts
on Wednesday next. We wish him and his bride,
Miss Marion Moss, every happiness and success in their
future lives. We hear they have renovated an old
country farm house into a mansion at Harbledown.
T.F.W.
" A " Company (Thanet).
EASTER CAMP, BIRCHINGTON, BY THE SAME OLD WAG.
When I arrived at I vaster Camp
The first I saw was old Jce Champs.
He was hanging round the Piccadilly Lounge,
So I joined him on the scrounge.
Of course I must bring in the Sheik ;
This time I found his cooking a treat.
Next evening when the tea was shared,
Margate Buffs found their sardines snared.
When they came and demanded their vvack
They found the sardines had been knocked back.
Margate must be first they say,
But if they had been there another day
Margate wculd have wasted away.
So lcok to your laurels you men of the sea ;
Next time we'll have the milk from your tea.
In wonderful weather Sandwich, Ramsgate, Margate and Heme
Bay Platoons spent an instructive Easter under canvas at Birchington.
All ranks are loud in their praise of the excellent work done by Regi
mental QuarterMasterSgt. Arnold, who worked singlehanded. The
quantity and quality of the rations left nothing to be desired and tlie
food was excellently cooked by LanceCorporal I*. Hammon, Pte.
Gardener and Boy Harris from Cornwall. Cpl. Lambert was in charge
of the Canteen outside, from which hung a printed notice " The
Piccadilly Lounge." I,/Cpl. Champs was the Piccadilly's best lounger.
The same friendly spirit that has always existed between the Officers,
N.C.O.'s and men of "A" and "B" Company was again manifest this
year. Sgt.Major Johnson was camp sergeantmajor and Old Dapper
(Sgt.Major Jones) entertained the Recruits with recitations on how
not to walk. With the approach of Annual Camp, our Skipper has
been busy clearing out " dead stuff"—that is N.C.O.'s and Men who
have become tired.
Lieut. Rose organized a Recruiting Smoking Concert at Ramsgate,
when an excellent programme was arranged by Mrs. Buxton with
Mr. G. W. Bell as Chairman, and it was hoped to get five recruits.
Mrs. Coleman, the Mayoress, had kindly offered a reward of one guinea
f ir the first five recruits and Mrs. Bell a reward of one guinea for the
second five, but sad to relate the manhood of Ramsgate appeared
to be scared of undertaking Territorial responsibilities.
Our Skipper is arranging to concentrate the Four Platoons for
a Church Parade at St. Paul's Church, Cliftonville, Margate, on
Territorial Sunday (the nearest to Empire Day) when we hope to be
allowed to take the Battalion Colours to chureli as was done at
Ramsgate two years ago, when the Colours were instrumental in
bringing in several recruits.

AGONY COLUMN.
WANTED for "A" Coy. Bugle Band—Big Drummer's Apron, camel,
Leopard or any old skin will do ; also secondhand Tenor Drum.
R.S.V.P. Corporal Collins, Buffs Drill Hall, Ramsgate.

SANDWICH PLATOON.
News seems to be rather scarce this month. However, drills are
in full swing, including Miniature Range Shooting, and having recently
had new rifles, we are now making up for lost tune.
The Adjutant paid us a visit on Wednesday last and we understand
lie was very pleased with what he saw.
Captain Witts has given three medals, one for N.C.O. s, one for
Trained Men and one for Recruits for the shortest time taken
in stripping and assembling a Lewis Gun.
Although only five
members of the platoon including three
N.C.O.'s turned out for Easter Camp at Birchington, they all
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. The weather was ideal and some
useful training was got in. We were all sorry when tlie time came
for packing up.
We should be very pleased to see a few more of .Sandwich Platoon
turn up to Parades, especially some of tlie old hands.
R. ROWLEY, Quartcrbloke, Sandwich.
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"B" Company.

Owing to the weather being very unkind to us, after all
arrangements having been made to go on the range to fire our
musketry course, it was decided to cancel the shooting, so the Busy
Bee struck the idea of filling in his time by writing the few notes for
our dear old Dragon.
During the past month quite a number of recruits have joined our
respective detachments. We welcome them all and hope they will
never regret the step they have taken. Congratulations are due to
L/Cpl. G. Wilson on his efforts in obtaining four recruits for
the Sittingbourne Detachment. It has been suggested amongst a few
of our members to form a small branch of our Fast and Present
Association at Sittingbourne and the Busy Bee is now waiting for
all those who would join, to enter their names on the list in the Billiard
Room. Judging by tlie increase in the spirit of comradeship and the
keenness that is growing among everyone in our Detachment, no doubt
if a small branch could be formed, it would be tlie means of not only
the Regiment, but the Detachment itself reaching the tip top of the
ladder. Now all you lucky Boys, what about it t Its the spirit we
want.
Our monthly miniature Range Spoon Shoot was fired off on the
3rd April and we all congratulate L/Cpl. H Martin on being the winner
of the silver spoon with a score of 39 and Pte. R. Hampshire on being
the winner of the wooden spoon. There appears to be a mark
of improvement in the shooting in these monthly competitions and
our recruits under the care of the firing point instructors are shooting
very satisfactorily. No doubt later on they will turn out very good
shots.
During Easter the Company went to camp on Birchington Range
and the numbers that were present was very satisfactory. It would
have been more pleasing to have seen a few more of our senior N.C.O.'s
present, but in spite of this, the whole of the four days in camp went
off without a liitch. Most useful training was performed, which
everybody appeared to enjoy. The messing arrangements were carried
out by R.Q.M.Sgt. G. Arnold and all ranks of the Company
congratulate him and the cooks on the splendid manner in which the
Company was fed and bouse. If any man went short of anything
then it must be said that it was his own fault for not asking for it.
A word of thanks must be given to our Company Commander, Major
D. J. Dean, V.C., for everything he did for us in a thousand ways,
including his cheerful, encouraging words and smile. The camp was
struck in the true military manner, all tents going down with the
whistle and all ranks returned to their respective homes after a most
enjoyable Easter camp. During the camp our Brigade Commander,
Colonel E> B. Burns, Major B. S. Collard, Capt. T. Willows, Major
F. Keeler and R.S.M.' Verlander visited us and I am sure that
they were all satisfied with the training they saw Deing done.
We are all looking forward to our annual camp at Arundal Park,
in Sussex. I do not think I am far wrong in saying that threequarters
of the Battalion, that goes to the camp this year will be new blood.
I feel sure that with all our new men going to camp there will
be a mark of improvement in the efficiency in the Battalion, and we
hope that everybody will be able to attend.
Unofficially I have heard that one or two little events have taken
place during the past month at the Busy Bee's Detachments stations.
I trust I am not wrong 'excuse me if I am' in suggesting that each of
our Detachments appoint an individual to try and scratch out a few
notes on anything of interest to the Detachment, not forgetting the
Battalion and Regiment, and to send them to me each month, say on
tlie 10th, and I will then forward them on to the Editor. Surely it
would be one of the many means of helping our Dragon and helping
a good many of our Dragon readers to get something to read far more
interesting than any other book.
Now then Detachment
Commanders, what do you say about it ? I hear Littlebourne held
a nice, pleasant dance a short time ago. What about a few notes on
it ? Whitstable is jumping up by bounds and there is every prospects
of it being one of our best stations. No stone is being left unturned
by Lieut. A. J. Turner, Sgt. Croucher, M.O., Lt. Lister and all the
N.C.O.'s to make everything comfortable at the Drill Hall and I would
personally thank them all for what they are doing for the interest of
the Detachment and Company.
THINGS

WE HAVE HEARD AND BEEN ASKED.

Did our Charlie go to camp and forget his knife, fork and spoon ?
We wonder how he managed ?
Who did Charlie go and ask if he had a button, needle and cotton
he could lend him as he had had too much dinner and broken a button
off ? Ask the Busy Bee.
Who was the good friend who helped a few friends in camp when
they were on the rocks and Birchington Ducklings were waiting to go
along the beach ? Ask Tug the Leader and his followers.
THE BUSY BEE.

"O" (Weald) Oompany.
We offer our very hearty congratulations to the Commanding Officer
on his Brevet and weare glad to hear that his neuritis is so much better.
Colonel E. MeadeWaldo, D.S.O., gave a most interesting lecture
to the Company on " Machine Guns " on the occasion of the monthly
concentration at Cranbrook, on March 28th, which was much
appreciated.

Though some of his remarks were perhaps a little above the heads
of some of the younger members of the Company at first, they were
made fully alive to the value of overhead fire by the end of the lecture.
No. 12 Platoon entertained their friends at a most successful Dance
at the " Cricketers' Arms," Hawkhurst, on March 29th. During the
evening, BrigadierGeneral W. Doran, C.B., The Commanding Officer,
and the O.C. Company appealed for Recruits and it is hoped that as
a result six men will shortly be posted to the Company.
Others present at the Dance included Colonel E. MeadeWaldo,
D.S.O., Colonel B. T. Ready, O.B.E. and Mr. Geering who is shortly
joining the Company.
A similar Dance is being held by No. 9 Platoon at Cranbrook, on
April 18th. We hope it will be successful.
The weather, particularly on Sundays, has been unkind of late and
we have been prevented on two occasions from commencing the Annual
Musketry. We hope for better luck soon.
We congratulate L/Cpls. Reynolds and Bilsby on their promotion.
No ! The skipper did not buy a yacht in Norfolk.
A.E.L.H.

"D" Oompany (Dover).
Our first and foremost desire in our Dragon Notes for this month
is a very pleasant one—namely, to offer our heartiest congratulations
to several members of the Fourth Battalion. First of all, we wish to
tender our sincerest congratulations to our Commanding Officer on his
promotion to BrevetColonel and all we can hope now is that he will
continue for. several years to command the battalion which has reached
such a state of efficiency both in numbers and in work, due to the great
interest and assistance which Colonel Burns has always most willingly
given to all Companies and Detachments.
By the time that these notes appear in print, we hope we shall have
had the pleasure of congratulating two other very important members
of the Permanent Staff, namely R.S.M. Verlander on his promotion to
Quartermaster and C.S.M. Couchman on his promotion to
RegimentalSergeantMajor and we wish them every success and a
happy tour of duty in their new capacities.
_ We should now like to take this opportunity of welcoming to our
midst, C.S.M. Love of tlie 2nd Battalion, who has recently taken over
the duties of Permanent Staff Instructor to "D" Company.
Since our last Dragon Notes, one of our number, Pte. Kirk, has been
successful to a very great extent in the Territorial Army Boxing
Championships. At the Kent Group Eliminating Contests held at
Dover, Kirk disposed of his opponent within five seconds of the
commencement of the first round. Kirk won the Featherweight
Championship of the 44th (H.C.) Division at Chelsea Barracks by
administering the " knockout" to his opponent halfway through the
second round, and so qualifying to compete at the Territorial Army
Championships which were held at The Stadium Club, London, on 13th
and 14th March, 1928. On tlie night of the 13th, Kirk again knocked
out his man in the second round. On the morning of the 14th, Kirk
was matched against L/Cpl. Spiers (Argyll and Sutherlands) who was
the eventual winner of the Featherweight Championship of the
Territorial Army. Through damage to his thumb on the previous
night, Kirk was decidedly at a disadvantage and consequently lost
on points, but was at the same time congratulated by the Referee on
an excellent fight.
We sincerely wish him better luck next time and
we feel confident that he will go farther than ever next year.
In another column of this issue will be found a report of the Past
and Present Association The Buffs Dance which was held hi our Drill
Hall, on Wednesday, 28th March, 1928. It was a very great pleasure
to us to have with us that evening MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden
Bell, K.C.B., K.C.M., and we can assure liim that the interest he takes,
not only in the Past and Present Association, but in the 4th Battalion,
is a source of great encouragement to all Ranks.
The Headquarter Company carried out special training at Easter.
The MachineGunners were attached to the 1st Battalion The Lincoln
shire Regiment and were given most useful and interesting instruction
which will go far to improve their already excellent state of efficiency
The Transport, under 2ndLieut. W. J. Rickards, were also able to
carry out some good training which, owing to the close proximity to
Camp, will be of very great help to tliem; a most notable point was
the excellent condition of the harness and limbers, this being mainly
due to tlie untiring energy of Sgt. Ames and Cpl. Collins. The Drums,
under Sgt.Drummer Tripp, were also able to put in some very useful
practice in preparation for both Camp and the " Beating of Retreat"
at Dover during the Summer. The Drums are better this year than
ever and we have no doubt they will give a good account of themselves
in their various activities during the next few months. They hope
that their services will be required by other Companies and their
Detachments during the Summer and they desire other Companies to
understand that although they are stationed at Dover they are always
at the service of the Battalion. The Commanding Officer and Major
Collard visited Dover on Easter Sunday and we trust they were satisfied
with all they saw. The Adjutant, Capt. Willows, paid a visit to tlie
Machine^ Gunners and Drums on Saturday and we can assure him that
such visits are very encouraging. Major Keeler and R.S.M. Verlander
spent Sunday with the Transport.
Our Easter programme concluded with a Carnival Dance at our
Drill Hall which was attended by over 300 people. This Dance proved
to be one of, if not the most, successful dances we have held and our
thanks are entirely due to the great efforts of C.S.M. Love and his band
of workers who were responsible for the excellent decoration of the
Hall which has never been seen to better advantage. This Dance
augurs well for future ones and we hope we  may be favoured by the
attendance of members of other Companies in future; we think we can
promise them a very enjoyable evening.
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Mrs. Smithers.
A DAY

AT 'APPY 'AMPSTEAD.

RS. Smithers, little Jimmy and Mrs. Scrubbers
M
arrived from Aldershot precisely at 10 a.m. on
the morning of Easter Bank holiday en route for 'appy
'amjpstead.
' Yer know Mrs. Scrubbers—its a long, long time
since I 'ad a day on 'ampstead 'eath, and me and you
wants to make the most of it—don't we ?"
" Yus Mrs. Smiwers—we does. I've never been
to 'ampstead in me life."
After making enquiries from several porters, ticket
collectors, shoe blacks and other important officials
as to the nearest and quickest route to reach their
destination, the party found themselves lined up in
a queue waiting to reach the booking office.
Eventually Mrs. Smithers got to the pigeonhole and
shouted—
' Two grown ups and a 'alf a one to 'ampstead.
I say, does yer think its agoing to be fine ? Oh, yer
are a nice young man. I suppose
"
" Ooze the 'alf for ?" interjected the nice young
man as he thrust his head through the aperture ana
looked downwards, as if expecting to find the " 'alf "
under a discarded match box.
" My gawd!" shouted Mrs. Smithers. " I said
as 'ow I wouldn't bring the little brat. All the fault
of Mr. Smithers with 'is ' Oh yus, take 'im—take 'im '
and this is the fust fruits of it. I bets the little image
'as been and got lorst. Where's a policeman ?"
" Oh don't upsets yerself Mrs. Smiwers. I was
agoing to tell yer about an awful dream my ole man
'ad last night, but I wouldn't say a word to yer now
yer've upset yerself. I expects Jimmy got on the
railway line, shoved 'is mouth under one of them 'ose
pipes they fills the engines wiv just to get a drink
and 'as been and got knocked down."
After a search, Jimmy was discovered with both
hands stuck deep into his knickerbockers, gazing into
the cloak room deep in thought. Suddenly he was
awakened from his mental slumbers by feeling his right
ear being stretched.
"Come out of it yer beauty" shouted Mrs.
Smithers. " This'll be yer last blinking day on earffi
if yer gives me this trouble again." Then, with
another twist of Jimmy's " listeningin set," she hooked
him away.
" Umph I" ejaculated Jimmy. " I don't reckon
the bloke in that shop ought to live on the earf. Why
'ees a Scotchman !"
" What makes yer think that my pretty," spoke
Mrs. Scrubbers, evidently showing sympathy for
Jimmy's red ears.
" Well, a toff shoved a lovely brown bag on the
counter and when 'e asked 'ow much the blooming man
behind said " tuppence !"
When the party reported once more at the booking
office, Mrs. Smithers again made the request for tickets,
at the same time endeavouring to explain all about the
finding of little Jimmy.
" Now then old pancake face " yelled an irritable
rough spoken man, waiting his turn for the booking
office. " Get a move on; yer might own that
blooming kid, but yer don't own the railway Station."
" That man's ashouting at you Mrs. Scrubbers ;
called you pancake face and yer aint got a face like it
as yer ?"
 " No Mrs. Smiwers, and I don't own little Jimmy,
does I ?"
" Do yer want a return ?" snapped out the booking
clerk.
" Well, yer don't think we've come from Aldershot
to be buried on 'ampstead 'eath—does yer ?" retorted
Mrs. Smithers.
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Then the party made for the escalator, but some
how they made no headway; every step down they
took, up they came again, until a voice yelled—
" Yer'll break yer blinking neck if yer don't come
orf them stairs. Can't yer see yer're on the ones yer
comes up on—not what yer goes down on."
When the party ' did' arrive on the platform, it
was packed with people. Directly the already over
crowded train came in, there was a wild rush of moving
humanity, and the moment the automatic doors of the
carried slid back, six people fell out, but the force of
the howling mob pushed them all in again, and likewise
Mrs. Smithers, her friend Mrs. Scrubbers and little
Jimmy.
After the train moved off, Mrs. Scrubbers tried to
move and in doing so, heard a sort of ' tearing' noise
that indicated her lovely rose pattern ' Woolworth'
cretonne skirt had been slit in half through being
caught in the sliding doors when they automatically
closed.
" As yer got a pin, Mrs. Smiwers ?"
" Oh yes, my dear. Yer never knows who might
be looking at yer, and I understands the place is full
of Curates and Colonels on a Bank 'oliday."
Outside Hampstead Station an uncouch looking
individual stared at Mrs. Smithers and shouted " Daily
Liar—Daily Liar I"
" Don't yer call me a liar young man " yelled Mrs.
Smithers. " I 'as an umbrella " and suiting the action
to the words, she swiped the insolent one a hefty stroke
across his old high hat. The only thing that saved
her from being locked up was on condition she
purchased the man's stock of ' Daily Liars ' costing ten
shillings. " I didn't know 'e was ja selling papers,
Mrs. Scrubbers, but it'll do 'im no 'arm." Then she
passed the papers on to little Jimmy to carry.
Very quickly there was more trouble. A man who
was evidently feeling the effects of getting ' younger'
and overcome by the glorious sunshine, was frantically
trying to sing " It aint agoing to rain no more it aint "
When little Jimmy fired the contents of a penny squirter
down the singer's throat at the very moment the man's
lips were widest apart. The victim pulled a quart
bottle of beer out of his coat pocket and was about to
throw it after Jimmy when, for some reason, he put
it back again and contented himself by using
a vocabulary of real choice words not found in any
reliable or recognised dictionary.
Our friends thought Hampstead a wonderful place,
To stand on the very spot where Dick? Turpin's white
horse jumped the gate—to have a drink in Jack Strow's
Castle—to listen to the music of the concertina and
mouth organ—to appreciate community singing from
thousands of people specially trained for the
performance on all sorts of beers, wines and spirits—
to enjoy oneself with the coconuts, skittles, swings
and other fun of the fair, or to devour plate after plate
of cockles, mussels or whelks and emptying bottles of
vinegar in so doing. Its a wonderful place this 'appy
'ampstead; but only on a Bank Holiday.
" Let's go down the 'ill where the crowd is"
suggested Mrs. Scrubbers.
" Alright my dear—but do . be careful—its
so different at 'ampstead to what yer finds in other
'ills. I remember once
"
" Oh I 'elp—'elp " yelled Mrs. Scrubbers, as she
went down a hefty flop on her stern.
" What on earfs the matter Mrs. Scrubbers!"
shouted Mrs. Smithers.
"The pin—the pin—take it out—take it: out I"
but little Jimmy, not understanding the situation,
commenced to play leap frog over the back ofgpoor
Mrs. Scrubbers, making matters very much worse.
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After the operation had been successfully performed
the party continued their walk and reached the bottom
of the hill without any further mishap.
" 'Ear yar—'ear yar—all round and milky. Only
penny a ball or seven for a tanner and every blinking
nut yer knocks off yer keeps." The coconut man
looked at Mrs. Smithers and again yelled " all milky—
all milky."
" Alright—give us sixpennyworth of yer milky
ones."
When Mrs. Smithers took her first throw there must
have been a certain amount of drift, as she planted
the ball slap into the eye of the coconut man and was
forbidden to have another attempt, neither did she
get her money returned.
"The man's quite right" intervened Mrs.
Scrubbers. " Its just the same in the army—aint it ?
If yer fires on the wrong target
"
" We aint atalking about the army, Mrs. Scrubbers.
My ole man 'as fired 'is gun on the wrong target many
a time so 'e says, but they always let 'em finish 'is
rounds."
" Yes my dear—but not if 'e 'it the orficer "
answered Mrs. Scrubbers.
All of a sudden it was discovered Jimmy was lost
again. All the big wheels, Hoopla stalls, Rounda
bouts, shoots and switchbacks were searched iu vain.
" Gawd 'elp 'im—gawd 'elp 'im when I gets 'im !"
exclaimed Mrs. Smiwers. The kindly advice of a
policeman directed Mrs. Smithers and her friend to the
tent for lost children to which many dozens are taken
ou a Bank Holiday. Then botli our friends discovered
their only wealth had been stolen and they didn't have
a pie between them to get back to Aldershot.
" Whatever shall we do Mrs. Smiwers ?" spoke
Mrs. Scrubbers in tears.
" We'll 'ave to stop at the police station my dear
and report someone 'as pinched our purses. Then
they'll wire to the regiment at Aldershot and they'll
send a taxicab to fetch us 'ome,"
" But what about little Jimmy, Mrs. Smiwers ?"
" Oh lor'—I forgot about the brute. I'll break
every bone in 'is body when I gets 'im. Where's this
lorst tent for stray kids ?"
" 'Eere it is Mrs. Smiwers. Why, there's Jimmy
aplaying at mud pies wiv the little girl 'e spoke to
acoming down in the train !"
" Come on yer little brat—I'll give yer 'loping wiv
that girl " shouted his mother. " I'll give yer beans—
made it up between yer I spects
"
" There's one thing Mrs. Smiwers. 'e takes after
's farver—don't 'e ?" interjected Mrs. Scrubbers.
Biff—biff.
" Don't 'it me muvver, or yer'll upset the money
out of me pockets" cried little Jimmy.
" What's that ?" exclaimed his mother.
" Well, I sold the ' Daily Liars ' and got twenty
bob in pennies."
" Oh come to mother my pretty."
J.E.

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
REGULAR ARMY.
Lt. E. F. Hall, M.C., to be Capt. under the provisions of Art. III.
Royal Warrant for Pay and Promotion. 1926 (Feb. 10).
COMMANDS AND STAFF.
The following relinquished their appointments :—Bt.Major F.
Wliitaker, M.C., The Buffs, D.A.A.G., Scottish Coind. (April 1).

The 1st Battalion.
EXTENSIONS OF SERVICE.
731753 L/Cpl. C. Newell, "H.Q.," extended his terms of service
to complete 12 years with the Colours on III 28.
6281149 L/Cpl. L. Crouch, "D,"' extended his terms of service to
complete 12 years with the Colours on 13927.

STRENGTH—INCREASE.
7042792 Fus. W. Wells, "H.Q.," transferred to The Buffs from
Royal Irish Fusiliers with effect from 15228. Taken on strength
accordingly and is posted to Company shewn.

The 2nd Battalion.
RECRUIT—BOY.
Boy F. Johnstone, attested by R.O. Warley, 14328, for 2nd Bn.
The Buffs, for normal period (9 years Colours and 3 years Reserve),
from date of attaining age of 18 vears, i.e., 15 929. Joined Battalion,
15328.
Boy F. O. Catt, attested at Dover, 13 4 28 by Comdt., Duke of
York's R.M. School for 2nd Battalion for normal period, i.e., 12 years
(9 years Colours and 3 years Reserve), as from date of attaining 18 years
of age. viz.: 19331. Joined Battalion, 14428.
POSTING.
6278109 Sgt. Decks, posted to Supernumerary strength of
Battalion, 11328 whilst employed with W.A.F.F.
6279434 Cr.Sgt. Stewart, posted to Supernumerary Strength of
Battalion, 26 328.
781737! C.S.M. F. I,ove, "A," posted to Permanent Staff, 4th Bn.
the Buffs, for a tour of duty, 17/4/28,
DISCHARGE.
6278111 C.Q.M.S. A. Slender, "B," discharged 10328 under K.R.
363 (xxi).
6283407 Pte. T. Girdlestone, "C" and 6283471 Pte. W. Cook, "C,"
discharged 203 28 under K.R. 363 (x).
6278103 C.S.M. I. Ambrose,
discharged 25328 under
K.R. 363 (xxv).
6283583 Pte. F. Fitzgibbon, "A," discharged, 31328, under K.R.
363 (iii).
REENGAGEMENT.
6279053 Q.M.S. (O.R.S.) G. Rieketts, "H.Q.," reengaged for Tlie
Buffs, 23328, at Aldershot, to complete 21 years on present re
enlistment.
CONTINUANCE IN THE SERVICE.
6278096 Sgt. II. Blackmail, "H.Q.," permitted to continue in the
Service beyond 21 years for a further period of 1 year until 161029.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
6278391 Sgt. G. Faweett, "B," promoted ColourSergeant and
appointed C.Q.M.S., 11328.
6278109 .Sgt. H. Decks, promoted ColourSergeant, 11328.
7109833 L/Cpl. E Chisnall, "H.Q.," appointed Paid LaneeCorporal
23228.
6337844 L/Cpl. F. Marchant, "A," appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
3328.
6278727 L/Sgt. A. Field, "H.Q.," promoted Sergeant, 3328.
6281876 L/Cpl. C. Fry, "C," promoted Corporal, 3328.
6281758 L/Cpl. W. Miles, "B," appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
3 328.
6136804 L/Cpl. J. Crane, M.G., promoted Corporal, 6328.
6282461 L/Cpl. F. Goatlev, M.G., appointed Paid X.anceCorporal,
6328.
6278518 L/Sgt. A. Trice, "A," promoted Sergeant, 73 28.
7007219 Cpl. J. Curliss, M.G., appointed Paid LanceSergeant, 33
28.

6281713 A/L/Sgt. G. Giilett. "B," appointed Paid LanceSergeant,
7328.
6278493 Sgt. G. Cox, "B," relinquished appointment of Signalling
Sergeant, 2328.
6278727 Sgt. A. Field, "H.Q.," appointed Signalling Sergeant,
3328.
6279142 I,/Sgt. H. Baker, "H.Q.," promoted Sergeant and
appointed SergeantInstructor of Musketry, 113 28.
6279434 Sgt. W. Stewart, promoted ColourSergeant, 26328.
6278331 C.O.M.S. A. Ongley, D.C.M., "C," promoted Warrant
Officer Class II,, and appointed C.S.M., 26328.
6278096 Sgt. H. Blaekman, "H.Q.," promoted ColourSergeant
and appointed C.Q.M.S., 26328.
6283191 L/Cui. (A/Cpl.) A. Man, "C," appointed Unpaid Lance
Sergeant, 273 28.
6280518 L/Cpl. G. Smith, 6282763 Pte. A. Barton, 6283413 Pte. J.
Pugh, 6279144 Pte. If. Bulgiu,
appointed Bandsmen, 29328.
7339097 L/Cpl. R. Crowhurst, "H.Q.," promoted Corporal, 6328.
6281643 L/Cpl. F. Mullinger, "A," appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
6328,
6281889 L/Cpl. E Watts, "B," promoted Corporal, 7328.
6282449 L/Cpl. T. Smart, "B," appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
7328.
6281705 L/Cpl. II. Kelly, "A," promoted Corporal, 7328.
6281711 L/Cpl. A. Everest,
appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
7328.
6281835 L/Cpl."H. Strand, M.G., promoted Corporal, 7328.
6282368 L/Cpl W. Wheeler M.G., appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
73 28.
6282013 L/Cpl. A. Vine, "A," promoted Corporal, 7328.
6282581 L/Cpl. C. Solway, M.G., apnointed Paid LanceCorporal,
7328.
6281702 L/Cpl. J. Tarbox, M.G., appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
7328.
5987647 L/Cpl. A. Howard,
appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
8328.
735674 Cpl. W. Chapman, "B," appointed Paid LanceSergeant,
11328.
6281709 Cpl. G. Saunders, M.G., appointed Paid LanceScrgeant,
24328.
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6282300 L/Cpl. G. Kintr, "A," promoted Corporal, 26328.
Drury. "B»" appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
^
26—3—28.
6282122 Pte. A. Hills, 6282969 Pte. M. Sedgwick, 6282988 Pte. T.
Wales, "H.Q.," appointed Drummers, 5428.
6278427 C.Q.M.S. C. Slioobridgc, promoted Warrant Officer, CI,
XI., M.G. and appointed C.S.M.

The Depot.

RECRUITS AND ARMY NUMBERS.
Attested as shewn :—
6283758 Recruit A. J. Price, 15 3 28: 6283759 Recruit C. Wills,
23328; Recruits F. H. Collins and W. Fleming, 31328; Recruit
r. Punnett, 24 28 ; Recruits R. Friend and H. Gore, 4428.
PROMOTIONS.
6653815 L/Cpl. W. Cross, promoted Corporal, ! 1328 vice 6279142
Baker promoted.
732481 L/Sgt. V. Tutt, promoted Sergeant, 263 28 vice 6278069
Blackman, promoted.
DISEMBARKATIONS.
The undermentioned Details, from 1st Battalion The Buffs, dis
embarked at Southampton, 1931928, ex //./ . Neuralia, joined this
Depot same day :—
6281911 Pte. Allsop, 6079315 Pie. Belsom, 6281969 Pte. Baker,
6281579 Pte. Bradley, 6281604 Pte. Barber. 6281607 Pte. Burrows,
62817o0 Pte. Brown, 6282031 Pte. Berry, 6281896 Pte. Balaam,
2703633 Pte. Batho, 6281736 Pte. Butler, 6281794 Pte. Barton, 6281565
Pte. Back, 6281728 Pte. Barton, 6281745 Pte. Colley, 6281614
Pte. Clarke, 6281809 Pte. Cooper, 6281606 Pte. Chittenden, 6281682
Pte. IJlsey, 6281919 Pte. Gore, 6281613 Pte. Gillis, 6281683 Pte.
Humphrey, 6281925 Pte. Hook, 6281693 Pte. Hales, 6278900
Pte. Jones, 6282035 Pte. Kavanagh, 6281161 Pte. Locke, 6281910
Pte. Lacey, 3952300 Pte. Monaghan, 6281913 Pte. Morecroft, 5987651
Pte. Mabbitt, 6282023 L/Cpl. Maycock, 6281812 Pte. Murphv, 6281687
Pte. Porrier, 6282058 Pte. Pearce, 6280670 Pte. Perkins, 6281993
Pte. Rutty, 6281931 L/Cpl. Savage, 6281923 L/Cpl. Stokes, 6281785
Pte. Sargent, 6281793 Pte. Stevens, 6281704 L/Cpl. Stockcr, 6282022
Pte. Thorn, 6281672 Pte. Tribe, 6281756 Pte. Wilkins, 6281757 Pte.
White, 6281787 I'te. Walker, 6281575 Pte. Wraiglit, 6279800 Pte.
Williams, 6281580 L/Cpl. Walker.
POSTING.
62S1927 Pte. W. Goddard, Dosted to Depot from 2nd Battalion for
a tour of duty, 15 .328.
732481 L/Sgt. V. Tutt, posted to Depot for tour of duty from 2nd
Battalion, 233 1928 ami absorbed into establishment of I.ance
Sergeants.
6279365 Sgt. E. Marsh, reposted to 2nd Battalion, 26 31928 on
completion of tour of duty.
DISCHARGE.
6279678 Pte. F. Bray, discharged under para, (xvi) (a) 363 K.R.'s,
2231928.
4118228 Pte. IX. Cullen, discharged under K.R's 363 (iii) 6428.
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6282465 Pte. S. Deavereeso, "D," reengaged for one year on 3428
w/e from 27 528.
628133! Sgt. P. Fuller, "C," reengaged for four years on 29328
w/e from 5728.
6282435 Pte. W. Garlinge, "B," reengaged for four years on 273
28 w/e from 30428.
6282413 I'te. C. Goodbourn, "D," reengaged for one year on 28 3
28 w/e from 94 28.
6282941 Pte. G. Johnson, "D," reengaged for four years on 2 428
w/e from 24628.
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The 4th Battalion.

ENLISTMENTS.
The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are
taken on the strength and posted to Companies as shewn :—
6283930 Boy A. Bromley, "C" (II), 20 1227 ; 6283925 Pte. H
East;ate, "A" (R), 14 228; 6283928 Pte. S. Holman, "B" (L), 212
23; 6283926 Pte. W. Kirk, "D" (D), 15 228; 6283929 Bov C.
Nerves, "B" (C), 28 228; 6283927 Pte. S. Pickering, "A"
(H.B.), 16/2/28 ; 628.3932 Pte. W. Sainton, "B" (C), 83 28;
6283 933 Pte. XI. Care, "B" (W), 14 3 28: 6283931 Pte. C. Downs,
"B" (W), 14328; 6283934 Pte. H. Tolhurst, "B" (S), 20328;
6283)3/ Boy F. Tripp, "O" (D), 20328 ; 6283936 Pte. V. Whorlow,
"D" (W), 21328 ; 6283939 I'te. W. Anderson, "A" (H.R.), 22 .3 28 ;
6283944 Pte. S. Pilcher, "B" (S), 29328; 6283940 Pte. F. Searle,
"A" (H. 1), 23328; 6283)38 Pte. M. Watts, "A"' (M). 27 2 28;
628.3941 Pte. A. West, "B" (S), 27 328; 6283942 Pte. J.. Whiskin,
"B" (S), 2/ 328 ; 628394.3 Boy W. Whiskin, "B" (S), 27 3 28.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.
6283311 Pte. IX. Martin, "B" and 6283050 Pte. T. Ravensdale, "B,"
appointed Paid I.aneeCorporals w/e from 6 3 28."
6282108 L/Cpl. F. Keeler, "D" and 6280673 I./Cp.. C. Perkins, "19,"
promoted Cirporals w/e from 21/3/28 to complete M.G. Platoon Est.
6283657 Pte. G. Biisby, "C," and 6283619 Pte. R. Reynolds, "C,"
appointed Paid I.anceCorporals w/e from I  4 28.
6278004 Cpl. F. Ashby, "A," promoted Sergeant, 29328.
6280783 Cpl. H. Emptagc, "A," appointed L/Sgt., 29328.
6281725 L/Cpi. T. Fox, "A," promoted Corporal, 29 .328.
6282841 L/Cpl. G. Parker, "A," promoted Corporal, 29328.
6283450 Pte. G. Barker, "A," appointed Paid L/Cp.., 29 328.
683897.3 Pte. W. Lambert, "A," appointed Unpaid L/Cnl. under
1919 rates 29328.
6278239 Pte. A. Steel, "D," appointed Paid L/Cnl. w/e from 1 4 28.
TRANSFERS.
6281800 Cpl. S. Fusco, "A" (M). transferred to 235th Field Battery
R.A. w/e from 9328.
7143014 L/Cpl. M. White, "D" (D), transferred to The Cinque I'orts
(Fortress) R.E. w/e from 13328.
2022222 L/Cpl. A. Phillips, "D" (D), transferred from Cinque Ports
(Fortress) R.E. w/e from 9328.
6283677 L/Cpl. W. Goddard, "B" (C) transferred to 385th Battery
R.A. w/e from 1428
REENGAGEMENTS.
6282679 Pte. F. Finch, "A," reengaged for one vear on 17328
w/e from 3229.
6282390 L/Cpl. IX. Jones, "D," reengaged for one year on 5328
w/e from 6328.
6838973 Pte. W. Lambert, "A," reengaged for four vears on 173
28 w/e from 10428.
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Personalia.

We hear that Lieut.Colonel Howard Smith
is on his way to Kashmir for a month, after
ENERAL Sir Arthur Paget has returned * which he proceeds to Ranikhet to command
from Cannes and is now at Warren
the Depot there. Headquarters and the bulk
House, Kingston Hill.
of the 1st Battalion will go to Ranikhet in July
for three and a half months, but Major
Major General Sir Guy Bainbridge, repre
Hamilton and "B" Company are to summer at
senting General Sir Arthur Paget, was present
Bareilly, which we hope they will not find too
at the Council Meeting of the Friends of
hot.
Canterbury Cathedral on the 19th ultimo.

C

Major General Sir Arthur LyndenBell was
present at the London Branch march to the
Cenotaph, on May 19th, where, on behalf of
the Branch, he laid a wreath. It is regretted
that the photographs of the ceremonies are not
available for publication in this number.
Lieut.Colonel H. F. Sparrow has returned
home after a four months' holiday in the
South of France, where he met Sir Arthur
Paget, Lt.Colonel Lticas, Major Gould, Capt.
Baird and others.
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Eaton have, we
regret to say, spent an even shorter time than
usual in England on their way from Malorca
to Norway, where they intend spending the
summer.
We are sorry to hear that Mrs. Hicksou,
Mrs. Booth and Mrs. Trevor have all lately
been in the doctors' hands. We wish them
a speedy recovery.
Lieut.Colonel R. Groves Raines will not
be able to attend the Dragon Club Dinner on
the 20th, as he will be racing his yacht on the
Clyde during June.
We have recently heard from Lieut.Colonel
L. W. Lucas from AixlesBains that he and
Mrs. Lucas are playing golf daily. Colonel
Lucas reports that it is an excellent course.

The 1st Battalion have lost both their
G.O.C.inC., Sir George Barrow, and their
G.O.C., Sir George Franks, both of whom will
be very badly missed.
We are indebted to Colonel W. Capper,
C.V.O., for the " Records of V.C.'s"
published in this number and will take this
opportunity of thanking him as also Major
Booth, who was instrumental in obtaining the
information for publication.
Major H. A. B. Ternan is home from
Lucano for three months.
Major Guy Lee's stepson, Mr. Hanley, has
applied for a Commission in the Supple
mentary Reserve of the Regiment.
Colonel H. C. McNeile (perhaps better
known as " Sapper ") author of " Bull Dog
Drummond, etc., was recently seen at Seven
oaks, when he was making many enquiries
after the Regiment.
Colonel McNeile lived in the Depot Mess
from 1908 to 1911. In this connection he
was asking for news of Cpl. Oliver. Our
readers wiU be glad to hear that " Sapper "
has promised to write an article for The
Dragon shortly.
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We hear that Major C. D. K. Greenway
has recently paid the 2nd Battalion a visit at
Aldershot and we are glad to hear that he is
well.
We regret to announce the death of Mrs.
Arthur Worthington on the 30th April.  Mrs.
Worthington was the mother of Major C. A.
Worthington, and whose husband it was that
carried the Colour into Sevastopol. Mrs.
Worthington bequeathed the Depot an
interesting collection of medals, which will be
described in our next number.
Major Charles Gregory Hood, whom we
hope to see at the Dragon Club Dinner, is now
living at Loxley Hall, Warwick.
We congratulate the 4th Battalion on the
excellent reports recently received from both
the Brigade and Divisional Commanders, and
we congratulate the seven officers in the
Battalion who have passed for promotion
during the year.
We have cheery news from Mr. Lister, who
is apparently well and reports he has shot
a hippopotamus, " but it was rather like
shooting a cow." He and Capt. Rice hope
to be home at the end of this year.
We congratulate Mr. Noel Reeves on his
fine performance on the first day of the Army
Golf Championship, when he was sixth with
a net score of 79.
Mr. J. R. P. Williams has joined the
Training Battalion at Agra for six months.
We are sorry to learn that Mr. F. G. Crozier
has been for some time at* Millbank Hospital
suffering from the aftereffects of Dysentery.
The following officers from the 1st
Battalion are already, or are shortly, arriving
home: Capt. T. R. Reid, Lieuts. P. R. H.
Fox, V. Boucher and H. de L. Walters.
Capt. H. R. Raikes is Principal of the
University of the Witwatersrand at Johannes
burg.
We congratulate Mr. E. A. Airy on his
engagement to Miss Enid Burnside, who is the
youngest daughter of Canon Burnside, and a
sister of Mrs. Stronge.
A full account of the March to the
Cenotaph oh the 19th ultimo, arranged by the
London Branch, appears on page 181. In spite
of the atrocious weather, it was splendidly
attended. Amongst the many old friends
seen on parade were Mr. Birkenhead, who

will be remembered as Bandmaster of the
1st Battalion, when without doubt it was the
finest Regimental Band in India, Messrs.
Wittering and Shead, who were in the Band
at that time, were also present.
Mr. F. Spice, recently 6278703 Drummer
Spice, called at the Depot the other day to
say he is employed with the Shell Mex and
lives at 19 Bury Street, Sittingbourne. His
brother is a constable. No. S 274, in Camden
Town, and both of them wish all their old
friends in the 1st Battalion the best of luck.
We are informed that Mr. Stock, who
recently took his discharge from the 2nd
Battalion (where he was employed in the
Officers' Mess) is now working at the South
Eastern Hotel at Deal.
Officers who are members of the " Senior "
will miss Mr. Lansdell, Commissioner, an old
Buff, who has been at the club for many years.
We understand that he has been transferred
to another appointment in the city.
We hear that Sgt.Drummer Tripp has
got some very special marches, which are still
further to enhance the reputation of the 4th
Battalion " Drums."
A parcel of Dragons, (January, 1927, to
December, 1927) has been received in this
office, presumably to be bound, but as they
were insecurely packed, the note which
accompanied them had fallen out. The Editor
would be glad to hear who sent them and
when.
*

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
Births.
Hooker.—6282084 Pte. J. W. Hooker,
a daughter, Edna Margaret, born at
Canterbury, 22/4/28.
Marsh.—6279365 Sgt. E. Marsh, "B" Coy.,
a daughter, Patricia Myrtle, born at Dover,
30/3/27.
Sharp.—On April 18th,1928,at Johannesburg,
to Peggy, the wife of Major John Basil
Sharp, late The Buffs, a son.
Marriages.
Loftus—Corless.—7720779 W.O. 1.
H.
Loftus, att. "A" Coy., (A.E.C.) married
at Farnham, 5/4/28, to Doris Seville
Corless.
Whitaker—Beddow.—6282824
Pte.
F.
Whitaker, "C" Coy., married at Thoraaby
onTees, 7/4/28, to Lilian Beddow.
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No. 26.

CORUNNA, 16TH JANUARY, 1809; THE PASSAGE OF THE DOURO, 12TH MAY, 1809.

I

N 1808 it was decided to send an
expedition to Spain and Portugal to
help a popular insurrection to clear the
country of the French. Sir Arthur Wellesley
was at first given the command, but later,
further troops were sent out with three senior
generals, included among them being Sir John
Moore, the founder of the camp of exercise at
Shorncliffe. Shortly afterwards the Buffs were
ordered from Madeira to join this force, and
on the 2nd September they landed and
occupied the forts on the River Tagus in
accordance with the Convention of Cintra,
by which the French evacuated Portugal.
A change in command having taken place,
Sir John Moore decided on an advance into
Spain. The march was commenced on the
27th October, but the Buffs were left
temporarily in Lisbon. The grenadier
company, however, accompanied Sir John
Moore's army, and the remainder of the
battalion later moved forward to Ciudad
Rodrigo to guard the lines of communication.
Sir John Moore had advanced well into
Spain and had reached Salamanca, when news
reached him of the complete defeat of the
last remaining Spanish army. Seeing that
he would now be confronted by all the French
forces, in the Peninsula, he decided to retreat
to the Spanish coast, to the north of Portugal,
and abandon his Portuguese communications.
The Buffs, therefore, with the exception of
the grenadier company still with the main
army retired from Ciudad Rodrigo to Almeida
on the Potuguese frontier.
News came to hand later that the
Spaniards were still putting up a stout
resistance in Madrid and Moore decided to
make a further attempt to help them by
attacking Marshal Soult's isolated corps. On
the 11th December he commenced his
march, but on the 23rd definite reports
reached him that Napoleon himself was on
his way to cut off his retreat. Next day the
retreat began.
Until they entered the
mountainous country through which they had
to pass, the cavalry acted as rearguard and
held off the enemy. The French, however,
under Napoleon's personal direction, pressed
resolutely on; a Spanish force under the
Marquis Romana proved unreliable and unable
to hold positions entrusted to it; and in
consequence distribution of stores that had
been collected was found impossible and the
greater part had to be destroyed or abandoned.
The hardships of the march, enhanced by the
terrific cold and rain, had crowded the roads
with stragglers, and the sufferings of. the
women, who in those days almost always

accompanied the army, are beyond description.
Moore, therefore, decided to stand and fight
at Lugo. On the 5th January the main body,
its discipline and 'morale largely restored by
the prospect of a fight, was drawn up in order
of battle. Soult, however, refused to be
drawn though he skirmished with the out
posts, and Moore was unable to attack. There
was only enough ammunition for one battle
and food for one day. So Moore once again
on the 8th January commenced to retreat.
The night was a stormy one of rain and
sleet and more men fell out than had done
throughout the whole of the earlier part of the
retreat. On the 10th the army halted and
was rejoined by 1,500 stragglers, who had
been rallied by the Medical Officer's batman,
engaged in saving his master's panniers, and
who had beaten off the French Cavalry. One
more march brought the army to Corunna.
Here, however, a terrible disappointment
awaited the British Commander and the army
in general. The transports were not in sight,
nor did they arrive until the 14th. The rear
guard was now occupying a position three
miles from the town, and the cavalry, sick,
baggage and all but nine" of the guns were at
once embarked. The final embarkation was
planned for the night of the 16th January,
but that very afternoon the French attacked.
By this time the British force had been
issued with new firelocks
and fresh
ammunition. Furthermore they were in a
position on a small ridge from which full
advantage could be gained from their
superiority in fire
power. The French
commenced the attack in three columns.
Their left one was at first successful and
captured the village of Elvina. Moore, seeing
that Marshal Soult had used his whole force
and had no reserves, counterattacked this
column with his reserve division and drove it
back while the other two columns were held
fast. Fierce fighting
took place; General
Baird fell seriously wounded, and Moore going
himself to restore the fight was struck down
with a mortal wound. The other fiank of the
British was now pressing forward, but darkness
fell and General Hope, left in supreme
command, sounded the Cease Fire. The battle
had been hard fought; casualties on both sides
appear to have been approximately equal,
and both sides claim the battle as a victory.
But when night fell, the British camp shewed
few signs of the depression that came upon
the French.
Sir John Moore lived long enough to know
that the battle was won and breathed his last
at sunset. He was buried in the ramparts
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of Corunna, and that night the remainder of '
the force embarked. The whole force,
including the grenadier company of the
Buffs returned to England to refit. The actual
part played by this company is not exactly
known, but its casualties would appear to have
been three men killed and Captain Maddicks
and three men wounded. 'After the embarka
tion of this force, the remainder of the 1st
Battalion The Buffs retired to Lisbon and
were subsequently moved to Coimbra, where
they were brigaded in the 1st Brigade under
General Hill with the 66th (now 2nd
R. Berks) and the 48th (now the 1st
Northamptons). There was also one company
of the 5th Battalion 60th Rifles. General
Sir Arthur Wellesley resumed command of
the army and he at once decided to undertake
active operations against the French.
At this period Wellesley had the choice of
two possibilities, either to attack Marshal
Victor at Merida, east of Lisbon, or to march
against Marshal Soult at Oporto at the mouth
of the R. Douro. He decided on the latter
course and on the 7th May, 1809, commenced
his march from Coimbra. Soult's advanced
troops were surprised by this advance, and
the French Marshal decided to retire to
Bragan5a. The bridge of boats over the
Douro was broken; all barges and other
vessels conveyed across to the north bank,
and the French took up a position on high
ground below Oporto overlooking the river.
A frontal attack from the further side of a
river, deep, rapid, and 300 yards broad,
against a position held by 10,000 men
seemed to the French to be out of the question.
There was, however, a high rocky mound
opposite Oporto which hid the country behind
from Soult's view, and Wellesley was able to
concentrate his force to the south of this.
The cavalry found some boats a little higher
up the river and commenced to cross, while
to the Buffs fell the honour of leading the
frontal attack, which was effected as follows.
A Portuguese barber had crossed the river in
a skiff, and a British Staff Officer, Colonel
Waters, aided by this barber and by the Prior
of Amarante, recrossed the stream and
returned with three large barges. Between
10 and 11 o'clock an officer and 25 men of the
Buffs entered the first boat, crossed the river
without being observed and took post in the
Seminary, a large unfinished building on the
banks of the river which was surrounded by
a wall that extended to the water on each
side. Thus a footing was obtained on the
northern bank without the enemy having
observed the movement, and two more trips
were made. Scarcely had the third trip
reached the shore, when a sudden call to arms
was sounded in the French army. The
beating of drums and the shouting of men

were heard and the French troops were seen
in confused masses in the upper streets, and
at the moment when the remainder of the
Buffs under the personal command of Lieut.
General Paget reached the shore, an attack
was made on the seminary by cavalry, infantry
and artillery. But the Buffs stood their
ground and held off the French legions, until
supported bv the 48th and 66th Regiments
and by the 16th Portuguese Regiment. Mean
while Lieut.General Paget was seriously
wounded and MajorGeneral Hill had taken
command. A fierce conflict of musketry was
kept up; the French artillery opened on
the building and the British guns answered
from the other bank. In all the Buffs suffered
fifty casualties.
Meanwhile the citizens of Oporto grasped
the situation. Loosing some boats from the
northern bank, they brought them at great
personal risk to the south, and .Stewart s and
the Guards Brigade were enabled to cross the
river further down stream. The French now
found themselves threatened on both flanks
by the Cavalry and by Stewart's brigade and
the Guards and were compelled to retire with
some 500 casualties, not to mention 700 men
left in the hospitals. About this time
a Spanish pedlar pointed out to Marshal Soult
a track which led through the mountains,
and Soult, destroying his guns and burning
his baggage, led bis army through. In spite
of bodily pain caused by a fall from his horse,
he urged his army on and scaled the Heights
successfully. Here he came on another French
division and some Dragoons. Still fearful of
pursuit he destroyed their baggage also and
again took to the mquntains. Sir Arthur
Wellesley was hot in pursuit; unable to take
to the mountains and of necessity moving by
a longer route, he yet caught up the rearguard
on two occasions and drove it before him.
At last Soult arrived at the Portuguese
frontier and was safe, after having surmounted
difficulties such as few generals have had to
conquer. The Buffs later withdrew towards
the R. Tagus and were encamped for a time
at Abrantes.
Sir Arthur Wellesley in his despatch says,
" I have also to request your lordship's
attention to the conduct of the Buffs
commanded by Colonel Drummond." " I
cannot say too much in favour of the officers
and troops. They have marched in four days
over 80 miles of most difficult country, have
gained many important positions and defeated
three different bodies of the enemy's troops."
Lord Castlereagh in his answer wrote, " I have
received and laid before the King your
dispatch of the 12th inst. stating your
successful commencement of the campaign
in Portugal. You will make it known to the
officers and troops under your command that
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Regiments.

THE ROYAL WARWICKSHIRE REGIMENT.
BATTLE HONOURS.
by this monarch, owing to their connection with his
native land, that they were sometimes called " The
Borne on the Regimental Colour :—" Namur, 1695,"
Dutch Guards."
" Martinique,
1794,"
" Rolica,"
" Vimiera,"
In its early years the regiment saw service in
" Corunna," " Vittoria," " Pyrenees," " Nivelle,"
Ireland, the Netherlands, Minorca and Spain. At the
" Orthes," " Peninsula," " Niagara," " South
Africa, 1846, '7, 1851, '2, '3," " Atbara," " Khar
Battle of Saragossa the bravery of the regiment was
conspicuous. More than thirty" standards and colours
toum," " South Africa, 18991902."
were taken from the defeated armies of France and
Borne on the King's Colour :—" I,e Cateau," " Marne,
Spain. It is said that one of these standards, captured
1914," " Ypres, 1914, '15, '17," " Somme, 1916,
by the 6th, was that of a Moorish regiment in Spanish
'18," "Arras, 1917, '18," " Lys," " Hindenburg
pay. This flag bore an Antelope as a badge.
Line," " Piave," " Sari Bair," " Baghdad."
According to tradition, Colonel John Harrison,
commanding the 6th, was sent to England with the
despatches aud trophies of victory, and Queen Anne
Like the Buffs, the Royal Warwickshire Regiment
authorised the adoption of the Antelope as the badge
claims descent from tlie English troops in the Dutch
of the 6th Foot in memory of their gallantry during
service. Indeed, the regiment was raised by Sir Walter
the battle.
Vane, who had been made Colonel of The Buffs
From 1738 to 1765 the Colonelcy of the 6th Foot
or Holland Regiment in 1668, and when this officer
was commissioned to form a new regiment for service
was held by John Guise, described by Horace Walpole
in the Netherlands in 1674 he drew many of his recruits
as " a very brave officer, but apt to romance. When
he is brave enough to perform such actions really as
from unemployed veterans of The Buffs, the establish
are almost incredible, what pity it is that he should
ment of that corps having recently been reduced.
for ever persist in saying things that are totally so.
The Royal Warwiekshires became a regiment of the
I have heard Guise affirm that the colliers at Newcastle
British Army in 1685, when tliey were brought over to
feed their children with fireshovels."
England and, on being reviewed by King James
II. at Hounslow, they were ordered to rank as the
During this period the regiment was known as
.Sixth Regiment of Foot of the Standing Army, being
" Guise's Geese," and saw fighting against the French
thus given precedence over the various regiments then
in the West Indies, the redskins in Georgia and the
being formed to deal with the Monmouth Rebellion.
Highlanders of Scotland in the FortyFive Rebellion.
The 6th Foot soon returned to Holland, but came back
In 1782 the regiment was given the county title of
to this country in 1688, with Prince William of Orange,
6th (First Warwickshire) Regiment of Foot. The 6th
when he came to claim the British Crown, as King
served with distinction in the Peninsular War,
William III. The 6th were regarded with such favour
particularly iu the Battles of the Pyrenees, where they
took part in the assault on the enemy's position ou the
rocky heights of Ecliellar. This attack, led by Major
Battles of Buffs—continued.
General Barnes, was described by the Duke of
the conspicuous valour aud intrepidity they
Wellington as " the most gallant and the finest thing
have displayed is highly satisfactory to His
I have ever witnessed," while another eyewitness
wrote " Barnes set at the French as if every man had
Majesty. The conduct of the 1st Battalion
been a bulldog, and himself the best of the breed."
of The Buffs commanded by Lieut.General
In 1832, by command of King William IV., the title
Paget and afterwards when he was compelled
of the regiment became " the 6th (Royal First
to leave the Field by MajorGeneral Hill
Warwickshire) Regiment," and the facings were
reflects the highest credit on that corps and
changed from yellow to blue.
the officers who led them."
The present 2nd Battalion of the regiment was
raised in 1857 at Preston, and saw its first active service
Although the regiment, as is shewn above,
in the suppression of the negro rebellion in Jamaica,
was represented in the retreat to Corunna by
October, 1865, the 2nd/6th being the only white troops
its grenadier company, it was not included
on the spot.
among those to whom a battle honour was
In 1873 the Regimental Depot was established at
granted for that episode. In consequence
Warwick, and this led to a revival of the local
association of the corps. The regiment's connection
the first
battle of the Peninsular War for
with the midland county had become so weak as to be
which we possess a battle honour is Douro
hardly even nominal, the regiment being popularly
and it is one of which we may well be proud.
referred to as " The Saucy 6th," or " The 6th Royals,"
E.F.H.
rather than by its county title.
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Buff V.C.'S.
London Gazette, No. 22149, 4th June, 1858.
BREVETMAJOR MARK WALKER,

30th—late 3rd—
Regiment.
For having at Inkerman on the 5th November,
1854, distinguished himself in front of his Regiment
by jumping over a wall, in face of two battalions of
Russian infantry—which were marching towards it—
for the purpose of encouraging his men by his example,
to advance against such heavy odds, which they did
and succeeded in driving back both battalions.

*
*
*
General Sir M. Walker, V.C., K.C.B., died
at Arlington Rectory, Devon, 18th July, 1902. His
widow left his cross and medals to the Depot of the
Fast Lancashire Regiment.
London Gazette, No. 27073, 21s/ April, 1899.
CORPORAL

JAMES SMITH,

The Buffs—Fast Kent

Regiment.
On the night 16/17 September, 1897, Corporal Smith
with a party of tlie Buffs, responded to Lieutenant
Watson's call for volunteers and followed that officer
into the burning village of Bilot, driving off the enemy
with the bayonet. Afterwards, although wounded,
he continued fighting steadily and coolly, and also
helped to carry the wounded to the place prepared for
them. When Lieutenant Watson left in order to
fetch assistance for the wounded. Corporal Smith held
the position till that officer's return, exposing his life
freely in watching the enemy and directing the fire of
his men.
London Gazette, 30th March, 1916.

No. 6707

LANCECORPORAL—ACTING CORPORAL—
WILLIAM RICHARD COTTER, 6th Battalion Fast

Kent Regiment.
For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty
(near Hohenzollen Redoubt, France, on 6th March,
1916). When his right leg had been blown off at the
knee, and he had also been wounded in both arms,
he made his way unaided for fifty yards to a crater,
steadied the men who were holding it, controlled their
fire, issued orders, and altered the dispositions of his
men to meet a fresh counterattack by the enemy.
For two hours he held his position, and only allowed
his wounds to be roughly dressed when the attack had
quieted down. He could* not be moved back for
Records of Other Regiments—continued.

From 1881 to 1894 the old emblem of the
Warwickshire Militia, the Bear and Ragged Staff, crest
of the Earls of Warwick, was worn as a collarbadge,
but has been replaced by the Antelope.
The Royal Warwickshires saw further active service
in Egypt under Lord Kitchener, in South Africa, and
on the Indian Frontier in 1908.
The Great War brought six Victoria Crosses and
seventy new Battle Honours to the regiment, which
totalled thirty battalions. The 1st Battalion was at
Shorncliffe and the 2nd at Malta when the war started.
The 1st Battalion landed in France in August, 1914,
fought at Le Cateau, the Aisne, the forcing of the
River Selle and many other important engagements.
The 2nd Battalion formed part of the famous 7th
Division, which covered itself with glory at " First
Ypres."
The Royal Warwickshires had no less than eight
battalions in the British force sent to Italy after the
Caporetto disaster of 1917. No other British  regi
ment had so many of its battalions on the Italian front,
and when the Austrians signed the Armistice
agreement, the 2nd Royal Warwickshires were selected
to occupy the. enemy capital—Vienna. The 9th Royal
Warwickshires had a fine record of service in Gallipoli,
Egypt, Mesopotamia and Persia.
R. MAURICE HILL.

fourteen hours, and during all this time had a cheery
word for all who passed him. There is no doubt that
his magnificent courage helped greatly to save a critical
situation.
Corporal Cotter died of his wounds on 6th March,
1916.
London Gazette No. 21971, 24th February, 1857.
BREVETLIEUTENANTCOLONEL
MAUDE, 3rd Regiment.

FREDERICK

FRANCIS

For conspicuous bravery on the 8th September,
1855, when in command of the covering and ladder
party of the 2nd Division in the assault of the Redan,
to which he gallantly led his men. Having entered
the Redan, he, with only nine or ten men, held
a position between traverses and only retired when
all hope of support was at an end, and himself
dangerously wounded.
*

*

*

*

LieutenantGeneral Sir F. F. Maude, V.C., G.C.B.
(Knight of the Legion d'Honneur) died at Torquay
20th June, 1897.
No. 2649 PRIVATE JOHN CONNORS, 3rd Regiment.
Distinguished himself at the assault on the Redan,
8th September, 1855, in personal conflict with the
Russians; rescued an officer of the 30th Regiment,
who was surrounded by Russians, by shooting one and
bayonetting another, and was seen inside the Redan
in personal combat with the Russians for some time.
Was selected by his company for the French War
Medal.
*

*

*

*

The. above war medal would seem to be the
" Medaille Militaire." The French made all Crimean
V.C.'s members of the Legion d'Honneur.

L

" Effects."

IST 612 of the names of deceased Officers,
Soldiers and Airmen whose personal
Estate is held for distribution amongst the
NextofKin or others entitled.—Effects, 1927.
Applications from persons supposing them
selves entitled as NextofKin should be
addressed by letter to " The Under Secretary
of State, War Office, Caxton House, Tothill
Street, London, S.W.I," and marked outside
" Effects."
£ s. d.
Bones, L C., Pte., The Buffs
... 26 5 5

Our Contemporaries.

We acknowledge 'with many thanks'the receipt of
the following Journals —
" Journal of the Society of Army Historical Research."
" The Link."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" The DieHards."
" Aldershot Command News."
" The Lion and The Rose."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Bugle."
" The Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" The Snapper."
" On The March."
" British Legion Journal."
" FaughaBallagh."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The Men of Harlech."
" London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" The Sapper."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Company.".: 
" Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps."
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Past and Present Association, The Buffs.

HE Minutes of the 78th meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of
the Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at
the Depot on Sunday, 20th May, at 10.30 a.m.
Present:

MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge, K.C.B. (in the
Chair).
Colonel H Eindlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Lt.Colonel R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O."
Majors G. D. Hickman and C. S. Field, O.B.E.
Captain C. J. Wood, M.C.
THE MINUTES of the last meeting were passed and
signed by the Chairman.
WARRIORS'

Regimental Committee.
CHAPEL ENDOWMENT FUND.—Final

approval was given for the circulation of the letter in
connection with the proposed Endowment of the
Warriors' Chapel.
DRAGON DINNER CLUB.—It was decided that Count
Preben AhlefeldtLaurvig should be invited to the
annual dinner on the 20th June.
Past and Present Association.

ACCOUNTS.—The

balance sheets having been duly
audited, were placed before the Committee and
approved, and authority issued for their publication.
PAST
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AND

PRESENT REUNION

AT CANTERBURY.—

In connection with the reunion at Canterbury on the
19th to the 21st August, it was decided that a Smoking
Concert should be organised for the evening of the 19th.
In this connection Major Field, Commanding The
Depot, agreed to make the necessary arrangements.
DOVER BRANCH.—The scheme introduced by the
Dover Branch whereby members can have inscribed,
on a hoard to be erected in the Drill Hall, Dover, the
" name of any Buffs who fell in the War (on payment
of 2/6 for each name) thus making their fallen comrades
members of the Association for all time and forming
a Branch Roll of Honour, was considered by the
Committee and approved.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING.—TO be held at the
Naval and Military Club, London, on Wednesday,
20th June, at 10.30 a.m.
DONATIONS.

During the period 18/4/28 to 18/5/28 the following
donations have been received :—
£ s. d.
« J. J. Butler, Esq.
...
0 2 6
Mrs. Webster
... i j o
Mrs. Christopherson
... l l o
Mrs. Ravenhill
... 10 0
Major H. Hardy
2 2 0
General Paget
6 5 0
Mrs. BakerWhite
...
100
NEW MEMBERS.

During the period 18/4/28 to 19/5/28 the following
new members have been enrolled :—
Life Members.—Major D. J. Dean, Captain D.
Bacon, S. J. Cole, R. K. Cole.
Annual Members.—L. A. Moxon, W. A. Gowen,
S. Farrier, T. W. Sharp,'J. Robinson, S. Taylor, w!
Pascall, J. Ramage, T. Coleman, T. Rossiter, J. S.
Hickey, G. J. McAteer, W. Welham, D. J. Burbery,
W. Fox, P. Duke and F. U. Ashdown.
Ashford Branch.

The Branch held their monthly meeting on May 12th, for the first
time at its new headquarters, The Market Hotel. Parties from Dover
and the Weald were guests of the evening. In addition, the following
officers were present: MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell, Colonel
H. Findlay, Colonel J. Body, Major F. W. Foster and Captain Loyd
Hardcastle. Mr. Ades was in the Chair and expressed a hearty
' welcome to the visitors.
Colonel Body replied and said how pleased he was to be present
at such a splendid gathering and that it was in the interests of.all Buffs
that they should keep in touch with and help each other as much as
possible*

General Sir Arthur LyndenBell said how pleased he was to be
present and that he never felt better than when he was with the old
Buffs, and a better Buff he never knew than Major Foster, who was
present that evening. (Applause).
Major Foster said how very pleased he was to be at the
meeting and that he hoped there would be many more.
Colonel Findlay suggested that representatives of Branch
Committees should meet annually, this year during Depot Cricket
ueek, to arrange fixtures for the ensuing twelve months, when everv
effort should be made to avoid clashing of dates.
Colonel Findlay congratulated the Branch on what he was pleased
to consider " the best Branch meeting he had been to ; not necessarily
on account of the number present, but on account of the very wide
area represented." In looking round the room, where over 100 old
.j WX <?ather.ed> Colonel Findlay said how more than proud lie
would be if occasion arose to command such a company on service
(Cheers and chorus " And we'd be there.")
Amongst others present were Messrs. J. Kelfe and T. Baker who
were celebrating their fiftieth anniversary of joining the Regiment
Their healths were drunk with musical honours.
Captain Loyd Hardcastle expressed the hope that members of other
Branches would visit the Weald meeting whenever possible.

Dover Brahch.
We had a very nice meeting on the 3rd May at the Drill Hall "D"
Company, 4th Battalion.
'..
Major F. W. Foster was in the Chair, supported by Lieut
J. Sherwood and Dr. E. E. Elliott.
The Branch was honoured by a visit from Sir Arthur LyndenBell
who was received with cheers when he entered the room. We do
indeed appreciate his kindness in coming such a long distance to assist
our meetings.
 Mr. Duberry Evans gave a humorous description of our defeat by
the Round House Club. But it was only a start. We are playing
them a return shortly and trust we shall turn the tables.
Sir Arthur then spoke and in tlie course of his remarks said
it would be of assistance if Branches let each other know the events'
which were forthcoming to prevent clashing. He mentioned that the
London Branch had a fine dance on the 21st April and that also on the
same date the Med way and District Brancli was opened and also we
had a games Tourney. In conclusion he reminded us of the Parade
by the London Branch and march to the Cenotaph with a visit to the
Unknown Warrior's grave, and that if any of the Dover Branch could 
manage it, the London Branch would be extremely pleased to see them
there. (Loud cheers).
It was announced by the Chairman that a party would visit the
Ashford Branch on the 12th May.
A series of games was arranged with the R.A.O.C. Association at
the Drill Hall on the 18th May. The following names were added to
the " In Memoriam " Roll; A. Cotter, V.C., 1st Battalion; Lieut
G. Seatb, 1st Battalion; Athol Kirkpatrick. Six new members were
enrolled, two of these bang sons of Capt. W. S. Cole, C.G.M., DSM
who became Life Members. This makes the total strength 187 '
Unfortunately we did not have time for our usual harmonious
items, although Mr. Newing was present for the piano and Messrs
Lansdell and Reader were ready to sing.
J.E.M.
On Saturday, 12th May, fourteen members of the Dover Branch
paid a visit to the Ashford Branch and spent a very pleasant evening
As time goes on, it is hoped that visits between Branches will become
more frequent. Not only does one meet old friends, but an inter
change of ideas and working would, I am sure, prove useful to all
We were very pleased to meet General Sir Arthur LyndenBell at
Ashford, who seems to pop up whenever and wherever'a meeting of
old Buffs is to be found. We were also glad to meet Colonel Bodv
the Chairman of the Weald Branch, and our genial Secretary'
Colonel Findlay.
'
Colonel Findlay put before the meeting a scheme (of which you will
hear more in due course) for stopping as far as possible the " Sucker "
who makes a practice of going from Branch to Branch cadging.
W.

London Branch.
THE CENOTAPH.

THE MARCH TO

" Dead—but in the Buffs, never forgotten."
Very few regiments—if any—suffered so much in
proportion to numbers during the Great War as the
Buffs. In all, sixteen Battalions were under arms
and no less than 32,000 men passed through the ranks.
Of this total it is sad to record that over 6.Q00 made
the great sacrifice. It was a sacrifice of the flower of
Kentish youth made willingly so that England might
live and that the tradition and glory of the Buffs—
their regiment would remain for all time untarnished:
As we are told in the Regimental History: " Through
all its trials the spirit of the regiment—The Men of
Kent—never faltered, its certain hope of victory never
 wavered."
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The London Branch of the Past and Present
Association of the Buffs, having the great National
Monument—*he Cenotaph—within its immediate area,
considered it their duty to pay homage and to
remember the dead of the regiment at the Nation's
shrine. This was done on the 19th of May last, when
a procession of four hundred, headed by MajorGeneral
Sir Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., marched
from the Horse Guards' Parade to the Cenotaph, where
a beautiful wreath of Flander's Poppies was deposited
by MajorGeneral Sir Arthur. The wreath bore the
following inscription :—
" This wreath was laid by the London Branch
of the Past and Present Association, The Buffs,
in ever affectionate remembrance of the 6,500
comrades of all ranks who made the great sacrifice,
1914—1918."
At 2 p.m. a terrific storm broke over London, which
necessitated the ceremonial arrangements connected
with the forming up of the parade at Whitehall being
cancelled. The order of the march, however, was
quickly got going and little difficulty was experienced
in forming up under the Horse Guards' Colonade, where
most of the assembly got some sort of shelter. The
procession moved off at 3 p.m. as follows:—
1. Escort to General Sir Arthur LyndenBell consisting
of eight members of the Branch, each with at
least five decorations and under the command of
Capt. E. A. Carter, M.C. Colonel Findlay, C.B.E.
marched on the General's right, and Major Foster
on his left.
2. Old Buffs from the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, and the
detachment of N.C.O.'s from the Depot, Canter
bury, under the command of R.S.M. Porter, and
symbolic of the Past and Present Association.
3. The London Branch, comprising all ranks and
a total of 350 under the command of Capt. J. E.
Enright.
4. The wreath and escort under the command of Lieut.
Ainge. The wreath was carried by Messrs.
Austen (Spud) and Clark (Nobby) who held it
high up for the public to see. The escort
consisted of ten men, specially drawn from each
Battalion of the regiment which fought in the
Great War.
5. A Platoon of women of the Branch and bereaved:
also a detachment from the Royal Cambridge
Homes at Kingston of the widows of old and
well known Buffs.
As the procession reached the Cenotaph, it divided
so that the right pair of each section of fours wheeled
to the right and the left pair of each section to the left.
When in position, MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden
Bell laid the wreath, whilst all stood silently with
bowed heads for fully two minutes, whilst our thoughts
turned in remembrance of those whom we shall see no
more, until that day—when the great trumpet sounds.
KNOWN

ONLY TO

GOD.

The procession then wended its way in the rain to
the Abbey and filed past the tomb of the Unknown
Warrior. The exact number counted by the verger
for record purposes was 402 as having paid homage
and which number is entered in the Abbey records.
We thought of pals who were ' missing ' ; of relatives ;
widows of husbands; mothers of sons. No wonder
tears were shed by many when the thought came—Is
it him ? Who knows except God ? The answer is
plain, " Known only to God."
One could not pass over this great and solemn
occasion without reference to the support given the
London Branch which made the whole event so worthy
of the Buffs. Every Branch was represented by their
Chairman or delegate, the 2nd Battalion by Lieut,
and Qr.Master Dare and the Depot by R.S.M. Potter
and four members of the Sergeants' Mess. Major
Foster came up from Dover and Capt. Barton from
Chatham.

It was impossible to obtain a list of all
present, but that well known old Buff, Mr. Oliver
Mason, managed to get a goodly number of names for
publication in the Kentish Express. To all these, the
London Branch tenders its sincere thanks. The
Executive Committee was represented by Colonel
Findlay, C.B.E.
.
After this event at the Abbey, quite 200 members
with their wives had tea at Lyon's Corner House,
Charing Cross. The Jazz Band employed at this
establishment, appreciating the meaning of an^ assembly
of members and wives, struck up " Old soldiers never
die " and other well known military airs which caused
a little liveliness after the solemn duties of the after
noon. It all was a really wonderful sight and created
a great impression upon all who had the privilege of
taking part. It was the largest contingent of old
Buffs which has ever marched through the streets of
London and only for the weather, our numbers would
have been considerably increased.
MEETING.

The loth meeting of the above Branch was held on April 21 st at
the Windsor Castle Hotel, Victoria, with Capt. J. E. Ennglit in the
Chair. There was a large attendance of members. We were pleased
to give MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G.,
a very hearty welcome; also Capt. Adjutant Foster Hall, R.S.M.
Vaughan and other members from the 2nd Battalion from Aldershot.
It was a real treat to have once again amongst us our very great friaul.
Major Tames. He has been seriously ill since last November, but
now, we sincerelv hope he will quickly recover his strength, and that
his cheerful smile will be present at all our future meetings. Another
interesting visitor was Mr. F. Smith, who went out to South Africa
with the 2nd Battalion under Colonel Pearson in 1S79 and who fought
throughout the Zulu War. We were also glad to see our host, Mr.
Lovie, back again at duty, and hope he has put aside his sickness ana
is now restored fully . to health. The following business was
transacted;—
,,
,
,
MINUTES.—The minutes of tlie last meeting were read and
CORRESPONDENCE.—An expression of regret from Colonel Findlay,
C.B.E, at being unavoidably prevented from attending the meeting
was read. Also' a letter from the Hon. Secretary of the newly formed
" Medway " Branch, inviting us to their next meeting. A letter was
read from the Hon. Secretary of the Dover Branch giving some
interesting details. Messrs. Gale and Poldenwroteinformmgtlie
Branch that the presentation photographs of the visit to Aldershot
were framed and ready for presentation.
, , , ..
.
Arising out of the correspondence, the members wished the newly
formed "Medway" Branch every success, but hoped that Branch
would fix some other Saturday than, the third one in each month for
its meetings, so that a few of the London Branch can visit them at the
Napier Arms. Mr. Ainge was delegated to proceed to Aldershot and
present the photographs to the 2nd Battalion on behalf of the Branch.
PROPOSED LADIES SECTION.—The discussion was continued from
the previous meeting. A letter was read from Colonel Findlay, C.BJS.
giving the views of the Executive Committee that ladies could become
Associate " members of the Past and Present Association, mid that
if other Branches were strongly in favour of a Ladies Section, the
Executive Committee would no doubt reopen the question. It was
thought the real idea of a Ladies' Section was not understood. If
ladies became " Associate" members, each would have to contribute
a sum of five shillings each year to the Past and Present Association.
Tlie general feeling of the members was against this proposal, but
strongly in favour of a Ladies' Section being formed in the Branch.
Mr. Barnes considered the help of the wives and daughters of members
would be of great value to the Branch; they could meet one after
noon a month, have tea and talk about ideas of fostering mutual
support and helping the Benevolent Fund of the Association. He,
however, was up against any compulsory payment by the ladies for
doing this good work.
,
..
Major James suggested it was entirely a matter for the ladies
themselves, and someone should call them together so that they could
Hjgrucs the question and run their own show. It was left for
the Chairman to do this.
MARCH TO THE CENOTAPH.—It was proposed and carried that tne
wreath should be purchased from the British Legion Poppy Factory
at a cost of three pounds. The Chairman trusted every member of
the Branch would be present.
.m . .
DANCE.—Owing to the great success of the recent dance, a heart}
vote of
was accorded the Entertainment. Committee,
particularly Mr. Ainge. It was proposed to hold another similar
function on the last Saturday in May.
... .... ,
ALBUHERA SUPPER.—This was discussed and over fifty tickets
at
3/6 each were sold to members present at the meeting.
.
LONDON IRISH RIFLES.—A hearty vote of thanks was given the
London Irish Rifles for their great hospitality to the Branch in the
way they helped us to make our dance a success, and for their
comradeship in permitting us to use their Miniature Range.
SHOOTING MATCH.—The challenge of the London Irish Rifles for
a return match was accepted for tlie last Friday in May.
....
BRANCH MEMORIAL.—The proposition of the Dover Branch that
a member paying 2/6 could nominate a Buff who had made
the supreme sacrifice as a member for all time of the Past and Present
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Association, was discussed as to its applicability to the London Branch.
It was pointed out that a Branch " Roll of Honour " recording the
names of such fallen Buffs would be hung up in the Branch meeting
room. Several members spoke on the question, which did not find
favour so far as the London Branch is concerned. It was pointed out
that over 6,000 Buffs made the supreme sacrifice. Were those whose
friends could not pay halfacrown to be forgotten ? Again,
there might be living in London or Dover a relative of a Buff who,
at the time he made the supreme sacrifice was actually a Life or yearly
member of the Association. Would such relation have to pay for
the name to be put on the board ? In the view of the London Branch
there can be no distinction amongst Buffs who died for their King
and Country—all are Buffs.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell thanked the members for
the way they had drank and toasted his health. He was happy to be
with them, and specially asked all present to follow him on May 19th
to the Cenotaph.
The meeting then terminated and the social part commenced.

J.E.

ALBUHERA SUPPER.

A thoroughly enjoyable and well attended supper took place at the
Westbourne Hotel, Paddington, on May 12th. During the evening
messages were received from MajorGeneral Sir .Arthur LyndenBell,
K.C.B., K.C.M.G., and Major H. E. James wishing ns all a happy
evening. The London Branch, not forgetting the combined meeting
at Ashford sent a wire wishing them well. The menu, which
was excellently cooked and well served, consisted of:—
Creme a Tomato.
Beef steak, kidney and mushroom pudding.
Cabbage and Potatoes.
Trifle.
Cheese and Biscuits.
(Pint of bitter ale to wash it all down !)
During the evening the following toasts were drank by the
members:—(1) H.M. The King; (2) The Past and Present
Association ; (3) Fallen Buffs.
After the supper the following items were rendered by the
members:—
Mr. Peacock (Song)
" When you played the organ."
Mr. Whitehead " Cabby" (Song)
" Garden of your heart."
Mr. Clarke "Nobby"
Exhibition of Bottle Swinging.
Mr. Tong (Recitation).....
"An A.B.
Mr. Rye (Song)
" Charmaine."
Mr. Debling (Song)
" A touch of nature."
Mr. Ainge (Song)
" Belle of New York."
All the artistes received encores and the rendering was really first
class. A novel feature of the entertainment was the suggestion of the
Chairman that a member from each Battalion present should
tell a yarn for two minutes about some outstanding event which had
left an impression. Mr. Clay told us of how—when he was wounded—
" Donkey " Warren came up and said : " I'm
glad yer've got that
lot. I'll be able to get some beer now." Capt! Donald told
of a remarkable coincidence concerning the death of his brother in
Easta Africa. Mr. Debliug spoke of the time shrapnel helmets were
first issued to the 7th Battalion and how one night a sentry challenged
the officer (Mr. Hall) for the countersign and the answer was given
" Wellington." The sentry, who had never seen a " tin hat" before,
looked the officer up and down and replied " And I'm blowed
if yer don't look like 'im. Where did yer get that 'at ?" Capt.
Carter, M.C., told tales about the 6th Battalion and the caves of Arras,
and so the merry time passed all too quickly, lt was very amusing
that when a yarn seemed a little beyond the normal the entire
assembly would rise and sing " Old soldiers never die." Yarnswere
also given by Capt. Harboard, Bobby Wittering, Ted Lamb, Poulton,
Peacock, Port, Rye and others.
The whole arrangements bestowed great credit on Mr. Leslie Rye
who was responsible for providing us with such a pleasant evening.
The proceedings were brought to a close at midnight with tlie singing
of the Regimental March, followed by the Frotliblowers' Chorus.

J.E.

Medway Branch.

The Napier Arms Hotel, Gillingham, was the scene of a big rally of
former members of The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on Saturday
night, when a meeting for the purpose of forming a Medway
and District Branch of the Past and Present Association of the Regi
ment was held. The Mayor of Chatham (Clr. Osborn Taylor), himself
an old Buff, took the Chair at the outset and became the first life
member of the Branch. He was supported on the platform by Col.
H. Findlay, C.B.E. (the general secretary of the Association), Major
W. Foster (Chairman of the Dover Branch) and Capt. A. Barton, of
Gillingham, who first suggested the formation of a local Branch. Brief
but interesting speeches preceded the enrolment of members, a number
of letters and telegrams of good wishes being received, among them
being messages from General Sir LyndenBell, who promised to attend
the next gathering.
A RETROSPECTIVE VIEW.

Addressing the company as " comrades," the Chairman voiced the
pleasure it gave him to preside at such a gathering and, expressing
surprise that there were so many old Buffs in the Medway district,
observed that when he came into the room he expected to find himself
the oldest Buff present. . He had, however, been told that one of
them had been talking of the year 1879. That certainly
" licked " him, because he Joined in 1882. He had never regretted
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the step he then took, and he looked back with very pleasant memories
to his association with the Regiment. Recalling that he was with the
Regiment in Dublin at the time of the Phoenix Park murders and
likening the service they saw there and later among the moonlighters
to war service, Cfr. Osborn Taylor went on to mention that he
subsequently transferred to the 2nd Battalion and was with it in Hong
Kong and Singapore, rejoining his old battalion later on in India.
Whilst in India he had the pleasure and privilege of playing
in the same Rugby team as General Sir LyndenBell, and he would
always look back with joy to those days. It was on that account that
he was pleased that night to fraternise with those who had belonged
to the Regiment, and her sincerely hoped they would found a sound
local organisation in tlie Medway district. (Applause.)
THE BENEFITS OF THE ASSOCIATION.

Colonel H. Findlay afterwards addressed the company, mentioning
that up to that night they had had four Branches of the Association
—at London, Ashford, Dover and in the Weald of Kent. The Medway
and District Branch would make the fifth, and he wished it every
possible success. (Applause). Ever since he had taken over the
general secretaryship he had felt that the Chatham centre should
really have been No. 1 Branch. One of the main aims of
the Association was keeping up old friendships, and it helped
tremendously in that direction. Secondly, it aimed at helping the
fellows who were not so happily placed as others. In other words,
the Association was an insurance company, and in his opinion it was
an insurance company that offered advantages no other insurance
company offered. The annual membership subscription was 2s. 6d.,
and the life membership fee a guinea. For their subscription they
got their reunions and could be absolutely confident that if they were
of good character and, through no fault of their own,were out of work
and hard up, they would be helped either by a gift in cash or by being
found a job. That was not a bad policy to take out for halfacrown.
If a member died life dependents were assisted. If the children of
a member were taken ill and had to go to a convalescent home, the
Association helped with the payments, and where a man took a job
at a distance, his railway fare was paid and the Association also helped
to pay for the transport of his goods. He did not want men to join,
however, for what they could get out of the Association, but for old
acquaintance sake.
EMPLOYMENT FOUND FOR MEMBERS.

Ashford, proceeded the speaker, was the first district to form
a Branch, and although there was no Buff officer in the district and the
Branch was run entirely by " other ranks," its strength was in the
neighbourhood of 160. No. 2 Branch was the London one, with
Capt. Enright as Chairman, and it boasted a membership _ bordering
on 300. There they did extraordinarily good work _ in finding
employment for members who were cut of work. Their idea was
that if they heard of a job they should immediately ask themselves
whether they knew of any former Buff whom it would suit. If they
did they put him in touch. , If tliey did not they passed on
the information to the Branch Secretary/and if he had no one on the
books suitable, the information was sent to headquarters. There
had, mentioned the speaker, been some controversy regarding^ giving
help to old Buffs who were not members of the Association. Primarily
the benevolent fund was for the benefit of members, but if a real good
old soldier came along and through no fault of his own was hard up—
a man who possibly had not heard of the Association or could not
afford the subscription—he was helped, but to a lesser degree than
a member. That, iu his opinion, was a right ruling. Last year the
benevolent fund spent just under £1,000, and an almost equivalent
amount was spent from tlie general fund.
After mentioning that the Association possessed four cottage homes
near Broadstairs, Col. Findlay intimated that the annual general
meeting of the Association would be held on August 19th, on the same
day as the memorial service. The annual dinner was fixed for
October 20th at Cannon Street Hotel, London, but it was hoped
that when the home battalion moved into Kent—an event that was
expected within the next eighteen months — the annual dinner
would be held in the county. That change, thought the speaker,
would be appreciated, because it did not seem fair that members
should have to pay for the dinner and have to bear the cost of hotel
expenses in London for the night. (Hear, hear.)
Offering cordial thanks to the Mayor of Chatham for attending
the meeting, Col. Findlay remarked that although he joined the
Regiment as long ago as 1892, life presence, busy man as he
was, proved that, he had not forgotten them. Also thanking Capt.
Barton for the energy he had displayed in arranging^ the meeting, the
speaker closed by emphasising that the two main points which, in his
opinion, showed whether a branch was pulling its weight or not, were
how much it was helping old Buffs who were out of work and,
secondly, the strength of membership. (Applause).
GOOD WISHES AND CONGRATULATIONS.

At this juncture Capt. Barton read letters and telegrams of good
wishes and congratulations.
General Sir LyndenBell wrote from Piatt, near Sevenoaks, much
regretting that a prior engagement prevented liim attending the
meeting, and saving he would have been very proud and much
honoured to have been able to accept the invitation to open the new
branch. " I hope you will tell those present at the meeting that I am
with them in the spirit, that I wish the Medway and District Branch
every possible success, and that I am looking forward tobeing at your
next meeting," he added. Tlie General also wired good wishes, other
telegrams of good wishes and congratulations being received from the
Dover, Weald and Ashford Branches and from Col. Body of Witter
sham. A letter was also to hand from Mr. J. E. Marchant, Secretary
of the Dover Branch, expressing wishes for a bumper meeting. The
writer mentioned that they thought they did very well at their
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Major Foster added that he had a message to the new branch fro®
General Sir LyndenBell. The General took the deepest possible
interest in the work of the Association and the branches and had been
to most of the meetings at Dover, and he asked the speaker to tell
the members of the new branch that he would certainly be at their
next meeting. (Applause).
Members enrolled at the close of the meeting included former Buns
residing in Gillingham, Chatham, Rochester, Rainhani and Wigmore.
Membership is open to the whole of the Medway district.
(From Chatham, Rochester and Gillingham Observer).

opening meeting at Dover in getting about fifty members. The Weald
of Kent Branch beat them, but, he added, " Let's hope the Medway
and District Branch beats the lot." Capt. J. E Enright, Chairman
of the London Branch, wrote: " May I congratulate you on adding
another link to the chain of branches of the Association. Chatham
and district has always been a stronghold of the Buffs and the
formation of a brancli should make it yet stronger and, moreover,
be a means of ensuring that Chatham men join the_ county regiment.
The.London Branch gives you a hearty welcome into tlie fold. It
trusts you will grow strong not only in members, but in all your under
takings. "With the very best luck to all."
A proposition that a " Medway District Branch of tlie Past
and Present Association, The Buffs be formed," was sought by the
Mayor, and the formal motion by Mr. H. Geddes, seconded by Mr.
W. Terry, was unanimously approved. Subsequently referring to the
communications received, tlie Chairman thought they showed how
much attention was being bestowed on the Medway district in its effort
to form a branch. The interest evinced and the good wishes extended
were very gratifying..

The Weald Branch,
The third General Meeting of the Branch was held at the " Oak
and Log " Hawkhurst, on May 9th.
Colonel J. Body, D.S.O., O.B.E., T.D., was in the Chair and about
thirty members were present.
As this was the first
meeting of the Branch in this area,
the Chairman dealt briefly with the work and objects of the
Association.
A letter from MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.M.G.,
K.C.B., was read, giving particulars of a scheme introduced by the
Dover Branch in erecting a Board on which members could have
inscribed the names of Buffs who fell in the war on payment of 2/6
for each name, thus making their fallen comrades members of the
Association for all time and forming a Branch Roll of Honour.
The meeting unanimously approved of the Branch ^ Committee's
recommendation that this scheme should be introduced in the Weald
Branch and it was agreed that the Board should be erected in tlie
C r a n b r o o kD r i l lH a l l .
.
.
.
.
During the evening fourteen names were handed in for inscription
on the Board.
An excellent musical programme was provided by members of the
Branch and five new members were enrolled, making the total strength
of the Branch just over one hundred.
It was agreed to hold the next General Meeting at the Gun Hotel,
Horsmonden, on Wednesday, July 11th.
On Saturday, May 12th, Colonel Body, the Hon. Secretary and
several members of the Branch attended a meeting of the Ashford
Branch and spent a most enjoyable evening. This interchange of
visits and ideas between Branches is of the greatest possible value,
and adds even greater strength to the Buffs' spirit. We look forward
to manv such joint meetings in our own district in the future.
A.ELA.
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KEEPING OLD BUFFS TOGETHER.

Prior to the enrolment of members, Major W. Foster,_ Chairman
of the Dover Branch, offered a few words of congratulation on the
intitiative shown. There must, he said, be hundreds of former Buffs
in the Medway district and he felt confident the new branch would
soon be a very useful and flourishing one. The branches of the
Association were the one tiling that was bringing old Buffs together
and keeping them together. They offered a means whereby they
could meet and talk over their old battles, and they did a great deal of
good, inasmuch as they helped to find old comrades employment.
In regard to the latter they had at Dover an employment register so
that they knew every man who was out of a job and the actual job
he could do. It was no good trying to put a round peg in a' square
hole, and only when they found a job that would suit a man did they
put him in touch with it.
*

Victory Medal.

OFFICERS ELECTED.

Clr. Osborn Taylor afterwards moved the election of Capt. A.
Barton as first Chairman of the Branch, the motion being seconded
by Mr. S. H. Smith and warmly approved. Mr. W. K. Holt was later
elected Hon. Treasurer and Mr. S. H. Smith, Hon. Secretary, a Com
mittee being formed of Messrs. W. Terry, J. Cheshire, C. _W. Guest,
H. Barnes, F. Tucker and H. Ward, the Committee being given power
to coopt if found necessary.
Capt. W. Orwin subsequently proposed and Mr. C. Englefield
seconded a motion that Clr. Osborn Taylor be elected President of the
Branch. This was carried unanimously.
The next meeting was fixed for May 19th, at the Napier Arms.

1915 Star.
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Now on Reserve.
Sons of Capt. Port.
H. W. PORT.

Correspondence.
DEAR EDITOR,

I am sure I am voicing the thanks of the relatives
of old Buffs re the renovation of the memorial in the
Military Road Cemetery. It is gratifying to know that
present day comrades do not forget their old departed
friends and it is a gracious and honoured act to their
memory. As the son of the late QuarterMasterSgt.
Alfred Johnson, whose name is inscribed on the
memorial, I beg to offer my best thanks. I think,

as I am told, that the reason of so many of the men
dying young was through the severe winter which told
on them, as they had just arrived from India that
year.
I wonder how many old Buffs remember my father,
who was familiarly known as " Spider " Johnson ?
Again thanks and wishes. I am,
12 Palace Street,
sincerely yours,
Canterbury.
ALFRED EDMUND JOHNSON.
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Round and About.
To BEGIN

In these days of correspondence
classes I suppose it ought not to be
difficult to take lessons in the art
of writing pithy paragraphs for readers of wide and
diverging tastes. A close study of the work of
gentlemen and ladies who add brightness to the daily
aud weekly London papers has served only to increase
my admiration for their energy and imagination.
I never sit down (at the eleventh hour) to write these
notes without finding that I seem to have led the life
of a hermit for the preceding four weeks. For this
reason I have often to draw on my imagination
for topics. With what degree of success onlv those
readers know who turn reluctantly to these notes
after having absorbed the " Personalia" page and
the minute records of the sporting achievements of
various companies in various battalions. Incidentally
I have just met a reader who acknowledged to me—
perhaps out of politeness—that she turned to my notes
first of all. But I seem to remember a Nursery rule
which said " Bread and butter before the cake."
Anyway, I count it a redletter day when I discover
somebody who does read them. People forget that
a writer is just as thrilled to meet a reader as a reader
is reputed to be thrilled at the prospect of meeting
some literary hero. I can imagine a bestseller
producer talking with affection in the privacy of his
or her home, about " my favourite reader."
All this has been written to start me off on these
notes. There is absolutely no other reason for it and
equally no other justification. But it makes a good
fat paragraph.
 WITH.

*

*

*

*

Gn Tower Hill about a minute's walk
from Mark Lane Station, stands
Trinity House, the Headquarters of
the Elder Brethren of the Trinity which everybody
ought to know is the chartered organisation concerned
with Lighthouses, Lightships, buoys, pilots and the
general welfare of the British Mercantile Marine.
I was fortunate enough the other day to be shown all
over the House, a privilege well worth working for
(if it is necessary to do so).
Architecturally it is extremely interesting; the
building being from Wren's designs. But what is to
me even more attractive is the utterly conservative
(I use the word in a strictly nonpolitical sense)
atmosphere of the place. Except that there is electric
light throughout it I saw practically no other evidences
of " modernism." The offices all contain beautiful
" period " furniture and no concession is made to that
false god, business efficiency, whose worshippers
invariably surround themselves with steel equipment
and furniture. Incidentally there is a wonderful
collection of paintings by celebrated artists of the
various dignitaries of the organisation from very early
times. And for those who like models of ships there
is much to see. Samuel Pepys was an office holder
of Trinity House in his time and an adjoining street
bears his name.
TRINITY
HOUSE.

*

*

*

*

mentioned some time ago how much
AT THE Zoo. better housed the reptiles at Hie Zoo
are now. Since then the new Monkey
House has been opened and it adds enormously to the
attractions of one of London's most popular shows.
There is now none of that " lonely captive " feeling
about the inhabitants. Family life is encouraged in
what must be described as selfcontained flats with
every modem convenience. This does not mean that
the gentlemen and ladies of " Monkey Hill" are no
longer in their familiar fastnesses; it is only a
centralisation of the other scattered Monkey Houses.
IMPROVEMENTS I
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Outside my kitchen window is a pond
and in a tank by it is a seal which
was taken out of the pond. I wish
I could think that it was indigenous to be suburb in
which I live, but I fear that that cannot be. His
owner is a wellknown Showman. Sam (the seal)
has toured all over the country as a " Side Show " and
now he is for sale. So that if any reader of The Dragon
wants a seal as a friend, let him communicate with me
and I will endeavour to arrange for him to be seen.
I can give him a thoroughly good character. He is
a charming creature and would be a delightful
acquisition.
LONDON SEAL,

-

*

*

*

The aforesaid pond is an interesting
place at present. There are two
swans who make it their headquarters when they are
not visiting ponds further afield. Being uptodate
they fly to their other haunts. Then a nice little brown
wild duck suddenly the other day launched a brand
new family on the turbulent waters for their first swim.
There is no question about the truth of the proverb
about ducks taking to water. It was exactly like
a cruiser steaming out to sea accompanied by a flotilla
of destroyers. The swans resented the arrival of the
duck family and soon made an utterly unwarrantable
attack on it. A magnificent naval battle ensued. The
duck rapidly gave her orders and the ducklings who
had been following her in close formation scattered into
a large fanshaped screen ahead. Mother duck then
turned and politely but firmly told the swans that it
is a big pond and would they kindly keep to
themselves. It was rather a gallant effort and it
succeeded. I have lost all admiration for the character
of the swans since this episode, especially because on
the next day the flotilla was reduced by one. I suspect
the swans, although I imagine that the " harmless
necessary cat" of which species there are at nights
some hundreds in this neighbourhood, may be
responsible.
We had hoped that a moorhen family would have
added to the population of our pond, but a local
inhabitant says that the thunder has addled the eggs.
She (the moorhen) was still sitting the other day.
I am afraid she hasn't got a chance because it thunders
every day and several times a day at that.
ON

OUR

POND.

*

*



*

Don't miss " Come with 'me " at the
New Theatre. A good story, well
uptoda|e and brilliantly acted. It contains an
exciting murder trial scene.
Very nearly as good is S.O.S. at St. James's.
*
*
*
*
Two BOOKS. Those who read " Greenery Street"
and liked it must read the " Flower
Show" by the same author, Denis Mackail. The
action takes place in an English village and is
restricted to the one great day of the local Flower
Show. It is great fun.
Talking of books about one day reminds me of
Hugh de Selinconrt's " The Cricket Match." It was
published some few years ago, but some Dragon readers
might have missed it. They must repair the omission.
PLAYS.

DRAGON

CLUB

WHITEHALL

DINNER,

ROOMS,

METROPOEE HOTEE,
8 p.m.,

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20TH.
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Buffs Cabaret Ball.

HIGHLY successful cabaret ball, in aid of The
Buffs' Benevolent Fund for the relief of distress
among old soldiers of the regiment, was held in the
Gymnasium, Guards' Depot, Canterbury, 011 Friday
evening. The first half of the evening was given up
to the cabaret proper (in which delightfully arranged
numbers of speciality dancing and vocal items were
most ably interpreted by talented amateurs), while
the remainder of the evening was relegated to dancing,
a company of over 170 participating in a programme
of some sixteen dances.
The event was organised l>v a committee of the
Past and Present Association of The Buffs, comprising
Colonel Findlay, Colonel Friend and Major Hickman,
all of whom are to be congratulated in every way on
the wellmerited success attained. It is expected
that about £40 will be realised as a result of the dance.
Musicians from the Welsh Guards and The Buffs'
Depot bands supplied the music for the cabaret and
ordinary dancing, and it was rendered in admirable
fashion.
Among those present during the evening were
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur and Lady LyndenBell, Mr.
LyndenBell and Miss LyndenBell, BrigadierGeneral
R. and Mrs. MeDouall, Colonel Sir Theodore
Brinckman, Colonel the Hon. M. G. and Mrs. Talbot,
Mr. Blake Wacher and party, Colonel and Mrs. Twist,
Colonel H. and Mrs. Findlay, Colonel S. and Mrs.
Findlay, Colonel S. and Mrs. Findlay, Captain Colin
Chambers, Major Longueville and officers of the
Guards' Depot, Canterbury, Colonel IIankey and party,
Mr. and Mrs. and Miss Murphy, Captain and Mrs.
LloydHardcastle and party, Captain and Mrs. Willows,
Miss Haviland and party, Captain and Mrs. O'Brien
and party, Captain and Mrs. Stobart, Dr. Whitehead
Reid, Captain and Mrs. Reid, Miss N. Penn, Major
Heyman and officers of the Depot, The Buffs, Major
and Mrs. Norman, Major and Mrs. Caddell, Major and
Mrs. Guy Lee, Colonel and Mrs. Friend, Mr. and Mrs.
G. M. Finn, Major G. Hickman, Mrs. Burnside and
party, Miss Vallance, Mrs. Davidson, Mrs. Bowman,
Captain Boxer and party, Mr. H. de R. Walters, Mrs.
Ronald aud party, and Mr. and Mrs. H. Leney aud
party.
The cabaret programme, which contained items
given in costume, was immensely appreciated by the
large company, and the artistes, in their several turns,
were enthusiastically applauded. Captain Roscow Reid
and Mrs. Penlington gave songs, Sgt. Watkins, of the
Grenadier Guards, imitations. " The March of the
Wooden Soldiers " was a very effective contribution by
the following ladies: Mrs. Wall and the Misses J oan
Maclean, Phoebe Gordon, Alice Brown, Mary Brown,
Betty Maclean, Molly Champneys, Barbara Bowman,
Aura ForestierWalker and Thora Waterhouse. They
were dressed as wooden soldiers and performed their
jerky movements with military precision to the music
played by the Buffs Depot Band, under Sgt. Adams.
This was a splendid turn which earned au undeniable
recall. Major Caddell and Mrs. Penlington enacted a
sketch, Mrs. Wall and Miss Aura ForestierWalker
danced a minuet, and Mr. Alderson and Miss Fvans
(Grand Hotel, Folkestone) gave demonstration dances.

How to get "The Dragon."
J701' those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are; —
/ year 8/, 6 months 4/, 3 months 2/.
Remittances should he sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.

The Wooden Soldiers.

[FishMoore

BY PATSY, THE WELLKNOWN WRITER IN THE
" SKATLER " AND " STANDRACKER."
My dearest Felicity,
Such a lot of news this week ! Went down to
Canterbury 011 Friday, 18tli, for a Cabaret Ball given
by the Buffs in aid of their Benevolent Fund—I always
go to things for benevolent funds—and, incidentally,
I hear they made more profit than last year for this
worthy cause, which is too marvellous.
When I heard it was to take place in a Gym., mv
dear, I put 011 my thickest undies and took my fur
coat and lots of wraps, but these were really quite
unnecessary 'cos the place had all been warmed before
and it wasn't very cold. And such a nice sergeant
at the door. I knew right away that I would enjoy
it. Then I couldn't recognise it as a Gym—bunting
011 the walls covering all those funny bar things they
have in Gyms, and sweet little fair}' lights in the roof
and awfully nice floral
decorations round the stage,
where the orchestra of the Welsh Guards played all
the best tunes. All the Buffs were in mess kit and
some others too (I thought they might be so I wore
my new blue organdie—wasn't it lucky I didn't put
011 my cerise frock—frightful clash) so the scene was
a very gay one.
There was a Cabaret in each half of the programme.
First there was a sort of funny turn, then Sgt. Watkins
in the Guards sang—much too nice a voice for tlie
army, my dear : I can imagine his soldiers leaning 011
their guns listening enthralled. Then Mrs. Penlington.
looking very chic, stayed 011 at the piano and sang
" Littie Boy Blue "—so melodeous and I do wish
I could play like her. After that, Mrs. Wall's
troupe of girls marched in, looking terribly sweet as
wooden soldiers, and did some drill just as wooden
soldiers would if they could, if you know what I mean,
and much sweeter. They came in for an encore and
rather frightened me at first, by shooting at everyone
sitting round their tables, but I soon discovered that
there were no bangs and it all looked very pretty.
More dancing (how light these soldiers do hold one,
my dear—I trembled for my frock more than once),
an excellent cold supper which was done by the Ship
Hotel, Faversliam, and then more Cabaret. Major
Caddell, with au Irish brogue adorable, and Mr.
Penlington, looking very important, did an amusing
sketch ; Sgt. Watkins again sang entrancingly, but
I thought the piece de resistance of the whole show was
a delightful minuet by Mrs. Wall and Miss Forestier
Walker. It would be rather rare if one only did such
graceful dances nowadays, wouldn't it ? After all,
Yale Blues and Heebie Jeebies aud things do become
rather tedious.
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The Wooden Soldiers.
Fisk Moore.
Allowances for deceased Officers' Children.

After the minuet which was encored tumultuously,
Mr. Toby Alderson and Miss Joan Evans danced a
waltz and a slow foxtrot in the dark, with just a spot
light or two playing on them, and, in spite of my
remarks about modern dancing, I thought it delightfully
pretty to watch : Mr. Alderson performed a very
clever solo Charleston as an encore.
When I'd danced once or twice more, I looked
round the room to see where everyone was aud I spied
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell and party,
Major Lonqueutte, who very kindly lent the Guards'
Gym. for the Ball, Brig.Geueral R. Macdouall and
party, Major and Mrs. Guy Lee, Colonel Friend and
party. Colonel and Mrs. Findlay, looking happy because
of the success of the Ball, Major Field and Capt. Howe
—but I never saw them dancing—Dr. and Mrs.
Murphy and party, Mr. and Mrs. Robertson, Mr. Parry
and Mr. Nicholson who had come from Aldershot,
the Hon. Mrs. Tailor and party, Mrs. Burnside and
party, Mrs. Ronald and party, Capt. Wood, Capt. and
Mrs. Willows, Mr. Airy and party. Commander and
Mrs. O'Brien, Dr. Whitehead Reid and his brother,
Mrs. Hankey and very many more.
At last 3 o'clock struck, only too soon and everyone
went off to bed, looking as though they'd really enjoyed
themselves, which is more than one can say of some
dances after all, isn't it dear ? and feeling rather happy
that they'd been able to help the Buffs' Benevolent
Fund at the same time.
More news some other time. With love,
PATSY.

An Amendment of the rules governing the grant
of compassionate aud education allowances con
currently for the children of deceased officers of the
Army provides that compassionate allowances may
be granted, or continued at the discretion of the Armv
Council, to sons after the age of IS years and to
daughters after the age of 21 if they are apprentices
receiving not more than nominal wages, or are being
educated at a secondary school, technical school, or
university.

Territorial Army Recruits.
The number of recruits finally approved for service
in the Territorial Army last month was 3,690. This
total increased the number of enlistments during the
six mouths ending 31st March to 11,962.
On the first instant the total Territorial strength,
exclusive of Permanent Staff, was 13S.472, distributed
as follows :—Northern Command (3 Divisions) 31,290 ;
Western Command (3 Divisions) 28,620; Scottish
Command (2 Divisions) 21,395 ; Southern Command
(2 Divisions) 20,534 ; Eastern Command (2 Divisions)
20,053 ; and London District (2 Divisions) 16,580.
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The Buffs Golfing Society.
full results of the five matches played during
.L the past month are given below. Although only
one victory can be claimed, namely against the Royal
West Kent Regiment,every match was a very enjoyable
one and we cannot.be too grateful for the generosity
and kindness of our hosts on all occasions. Thanks
must also be given to our many members for the great
trouble they have taken in coming long distances so
as to complete our sides. It is to them that the success
of the Society is due. In the Royal St. George's match
for instance,. Colonels Body and Burns and 2nd
Lieutenant Reeves came over from Rye, a distance
of fifty miles ; Lt.Colonel BradleyDyne came from
Sevenoaks and Mr. Goodall from Bognor. And equal
thanks are due to those who came from long distances
to Rye,Wrotham and Ashdown Forest. Colonel Trevor's
record for regular attendance and mileage done since
the Society's inauguration is certainly a masterpiece of
enthusiasm and energy.
During the next three months the Society will be
oji holiday, giving way to cricket, tennis and such
other amusements as the coming summer may have
in store for us. But in September we shall be off the
first' tee again, and even at this early date it may be as
well to remind all that the Autumn meeting will be held
at Royal St. George's on October 17th and 18th,
followed, it is hoped, with a match at Prince's on the
19th and with a match against the Royal Cinque Ports
Golf Club at Deal on the 20th. A week's golf over
three of the best courses in the world is Certainly an
opportunity which few will care to miss.
Here are the full results of the five matches
played in May :—
rpHE

PLAYED

v. Rye.
AT RYE, 6TH

MAY.

Lost by 10 matches to 5.

The Buffs.
F. G.C. Weare
A. H. Goodall ...
...
...
M. Creswick
Capt. C. E. A. Terry (2 up) ...
Col. W. H. Trevor (1 up)
...
E Burns (halved)
Lt.Col. F. B. Dvne (5 & 4) ...
Maj. F. S. Reeves
Col. J. Body
Capt. V. Newton Moss (halved)
Capt. Dampier Palmer (3 & 2)
Major Eric Clarke

Rye.
Sir E. H. Bray (3 & 1)
...
J. Tennant (1 up)
C. J. Keirward (4 & 2)
...
S. E. Gay
...
N. E. F. Cheesman
E J. Chippendale (halved) ...
C. T. Fox
Lt.Col. 6. A. M. Foe (4 & 3)
Lt.Gen.Sir C.F.Romer (5 & 3)
Maj. G. A. Stadforth (halved)
Major J. S. Robson
J. E. B. Wilson (4 & 2)
...

0
0
0
I
1
0
1
0
0
0
1
0
4

FOURSOMES.

Weare and Creswick (3 & 1)....
Goodall and Burns (halved) ...
Trevor and Terry
...
...
Dyne and Reeves
Body and Palmer
Moss and Clarke

1
0
0
0
0
0

Totals

5

PLAYED

Bray and Gay
Tennant and Kenward (halved)
Cheesman and Fox (4 & 2) ...
Chippendale and Roe (4 & 3)
Romer and Robson (2 & 1) ...
Shadforth and Wilson (3 & 1)

1
1
1
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
0
1

0
0
1
1
1
1
10

WROTHAM HEATH, 12TH MAY.

Lost by 7 matches to 5.

The Buffs.
0
Col. W. H. Trevor '
Capt. C. E. A. Terry (1 up) .. 1
Lt.Col. F. B. Dyne (2 & 1) .. 1
LtCol. E. B. Burns (2 up) .. 1
0
Maj.Gen. Sir A. Lynden Bell
0.
Lt.Col. J. Crookenden .
0
Col. T. Body
Col. Sir Theodore Brinckman.
1
Bart. IS & 3)
4

Trevor and Terry
...
Dyne and Burns (2 & 1)
Lynden Bell and Crookenden
Body «nd Brinckman

Wrotham Heath.
R. A. Palmer (7 & 6) ...
A. D. Parkin ...
W. R. Stratton
P. Bracher
Major Gossilin (1 up)...
A. R. Cook
Gen. Winsfald Stratford
.4

0 Palmer and Parkin (3 8: 2) ... 1
1 Stratten and Bracher
... 0
0 Gossilin and Cook (4 8: 8)
1
0 Bracher and WingfieldSjratford 1

K

ASHDOWN FOREST, MAY

18TH.

Lost by 11 matches to 2.
Royal Ashdown Forest.
F. Frazec (5 & 4)
C. L. Burns ...
—
Col. Birch (3 & I )
J. Riddle
H Lancaster (4 & 3) ...
Maj. Turner (halved) ...
Col. Fischer (5 & 4) ...
R. B. Murray (2 & 1)
C. Bramwell (6 & 4) ...
E. H. Gonin (3 & 1)

The Buffs.
0
C. T. Kenward
1
M. Creswick (2 & 1)
0
Col. W. H. Trevor
1
A. A. Scott (5 & 4)
0
Col. E. B. Burns
Lt.Col.F.BradlevDyne (halved) 0
Capt. G. Jessel
0
Capt. V. Newton Mess
... 0
Major Eric Clarke
...
... 0
L B. Burns
...
0

FOURSOMES.

... 0 Fraser and Turner (1 up)
... 0 Burns and Fischer (6 & 4)
... 0 Birch and Murray (8)& 6)

Kenward and Dyne
Creswick and Jessel
Trevor and Moss
Burns and Clarke
Scott and Cooksay

..
.

... 0 Riddle and Bramwell (6 & 5)

...

0 Lancaster and GOnin (5 & 4)

Totals

2

v. The Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
PLAYED

AT

RYE, 20TH MAY.

Won by 11 matches to 5.
The Queen's Own R.W.K. ftegt.

The Buffs.
2ndLt. N. R. Reeves
H. B. Vertue (4 & 2)
F. G. C. Weare (6 & 5)
H. F. Whitfield (halved)
Capt. W. C. Lamarque (4 & 3)
A. H. Goodall (6 & 5)
Capt. C. E. A. Terry (8 & 7)
M. Creswick (7 & 6)
Col. W. H. Trevor (halved) ...
Col. E. B. Burns
Capt. G. V. Hitchcock (1 up)
Major F. S. Reeves ...

Lt.Col. N. Tillie (2 up)

Col. H. D. Buchanan Dunlop
Lt.Col. B. J. Johnstone . ...
Col. H. S. Bush (halved) : ...
Major N. I. Whilty ...
...
Col. R. Lynch White
Major F. H. Hancock
Capt. H. P. Johnson ...
... 
Capt. T. T. Waddiugton (halved)C
Capt. G. Joel (2 up)
1
Capt. W. M. Ogle
...
... 0
Group Capt.W.F.Macneil Fester I

FOURSOMES.
Tillie and Foster
Reeves and Vertue (2 & 1) ...
Bush and Dunlop (4 & 2)
Weare and Whitfield
Hancock and Joel
Lamarque and Goodall (6 & 5)
Whilty and Ogle
Terry and Creswick (5 & 3) ...
Johnson and Waddington (3
Trevor and Burns
Johnston and Lynch White
Hitchcock and Reeves

..
..
..
..

0
1
0
0

i 2)1

.. 0

Totals 11

v. Royal St. George's.
PLAYED

AT SANDWICH,

MAY 21ST.

Lost by 5 matches to 3.
MORNING.

Royal St. Georges.
The Buffs.
Major Callander and M. F. Ramsay
A. H. Goodall and Col. W. H.
.. 0
(4 8:3)
... 1
Trevor
0
Admrl. S. St. J. Farquliar and
.N. Reeves and Lt.Col. F. B.
.. 1
E. A. Saunderson
0
Dyne (3 & 2)
1
Capt. J. Turk and Capt. D. V. ^ F. A. Worth and A. H. Godfrey
(3 8:2)
...
...
 1
<F. C. Brooke Hunt and Dr. C. E.
Col. E. B. Burns and Brig.Gen.
Murphy (halved)
0
R. MeDouall (halved)
... 0
F. Barlow and K. BarloW ... 0
Major H. E. Ward and Major
G. D. Hickman (4 8t 3) ... 1

W. f\ Tlranhpr ...

FOURSOMES.

TAtnta

AT

6

v. Wrotham Heath.

AT

v. Royal Ashdown Forest.

PLAYED

ATTTERNOON.
Callander and Ramsay (2 up)
1 Reeves and Dyne
Farquhar and Saunderson (4 & 2) 1 Goodall and Trevor ...
Worth and Godfrey
0 Burns and MeDouall (1 up)
Barlow and Barlow (1 up) ... 1 Turk and Coote
Hunt and Mtirphy
2 Col. T. Body and Hickman

Totals

5
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The 1st Battalion.
CORRESPONDENT a
few
weeks
ago
A
suggested that as this

battalion's notes appeared
in India so long after the
events recorded had taken
place, that an ' Indian
supplement should be issued
for 1st Battalion readers.
In many ways this is a
good idea, but not really
feasible. For one thing
just think how thin the
old Dragon at home would
be without this battalion's
contributions ! And another
thing worth remembering is that the main
function of these notes should be to spread
news at home of our doings abroad just as all
the rest of The Dragon tells out here what
the Regiment and its friends are doing at
home. So, men, though we have to wait
nearly four months to read of our own doings,
it does not matter, for look what a lot of
trouble it can save you in letter writing ! All
you need do now is to write like this :—
" Dear Mother (Father, Uncle, Sister or Sweet
heart, with prefix adjusted according to
taste).
Have you seen The Dragon lately ? If not
buy one and you'll see my name mentioned at
least twice. Well, I've been doing all that
and lots more besides—but it is all in The
Dragon.
Hoping this finds you as it leaves me at
present, in the pink {you need not say, of course,
that you are suffering from prickly heat!)
Yours to a cinder,
(truer than they will ever know)

TOM."
No supplement could ever fill that role
so well. Besides, The Dragon is a bachelor
and offspring, like Mr. Jorrocks, 'legally
speaking has none.' So that disposes of that.
Our 'burra shikari,' Major Hart, bahadur
Sahib, went out into the jungle about the
middle of March and before he had been there
many days bagged a female tiger on the Sadi
river near the Nepal border. Between pegs
she measured 8 ft. 7 inches. Being only
a very chota and occasional shikari myself
I do not know whether this is a good size or
not. Anyhow, in the photographs, which
should a'ppear in this number, she looks
a pretty fair size in tabbies. Compare her
with the inevitable Pogo, who appears so
often in these pages, and the alleged hound

might seem to be just a little pug lap dog—
which he certainly is not!
Before leaving Bareilly, I saw a letter from
Major Hart written just after he had killed
the great beast. In this he vividly described
his feelings as he sat aloft in his ' machan '.
and waited during the chilly night over the
kill. This I had hoped to get for The Dragon,
but as I could not, can only refer my readers
to a thrilling story of a similar kill in ' Dew
and Mildew,' by P.C. Wren, for here you have
brought home to you very clearly the tense
mingled feelings of anxiety and pent up
excitement that must assail a ' shikari' as
he listens for the first terrible rumble that
announces the arrival of the Queen of the
Jungle at the kill.

On March 22nd we sent a team to compete
in the Lincoln's sports in the open relay race
and ran second to the Berkshire Regiment.
Our team consisted of Lieut. Foster (£ mile),
Pte. Brawn ( J mile), Cpls. Hodkin and
Cook (220 yards). This race was lost by only
four yeards, which is a very creditable
performance for, I believe, the Berkshires have
not been beaten for two years, and there were
also other first class teams competing.
On March 23rd the Club gave a farewell
dance to General Sir George and Lady Barrow,
and Miss Barrow. And on the evening of
April 2nd, the General and his family left for
home. At Bareilly station the Machine Gun
Platoon under Lieut. G. L B. Oliver found
a Guard of Honour, Lieut. Williams carrying
the Colour. The route to the station was
lined by troops of the Garrison, carrying
torches.
Sir George Barrow has been succeeded in
the appointment of G.d.C.inC., Eastern
Command by General Sir John O'Shea, and
Mr. Spear has joined him as A.D.C.
On the same day Major George Hamilton
and Mr. Craig arrived with a draft from the
2nd Battalion.
On April 15th Mr. Coates returned from
a long course at Pachmari Small Arms School,
and the following day Mr. Williams left for
Jullundur for six months' attachment at the
depot of the Dogra Regiment, to do duty with
the native British Infantry Training Depot.
This Depot trains Indian personnel for
Machine Gun Platoons.
Last month the mail left the day before
the final of our local polo tournament—and
perhaps it was just as well, for it has given
a month to the team to get over the
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disappointment of defeat by two goals to one,
the one being conceded on handicap. In the
first two chukkers we more than held our
own and with any luck—of a little more skill—
should have scored at least once. But on. the
second day, our side seemed overwhelmed from
the very start and soon lost two goals. Some
how we niever seemed able to get going and
everyone was missing the ball most
distressfully. Certainly our opponents were
playing a much better game than before, but
even so we should have held them, for we
were the better mounted side. Our failure,
I think, may be accounted for by over
anxiousness, so that everybody pressed at
the ball instead of allowing the stick and the
speed of the pony to do most of the work.
It was certainly a great disappointment to
lose for it would have done the team so much
good to win. But there can be no two
opinions on the fact that we richly deserved
to lose.
Polo is booming though, and next Bareilly
Week we should be able to put in two teams
for the local tournament, and there should be
considerable competition to get into "A"
team.
Bareilly is fortunate in its situation, for
not only 'is it near the hills so that those that
feel they can no longer gasp on the plains can
quickly flee to cooler climes, but it is within
a night's journey of such places as Delhi, and
Meerut and Muttra. Consequently, when the
finals of the InterRegimental Polo Tourna
ment were being played at Meerut at the
beginning of March, several of us took this
opportunity to witness really first class polo.
There is not space here to describe the match
between the P.A.V.O. and Central India Horse,
nor does it come within the province of this
magazine, but what wonderful polo! The
finest in India, if not in the world. The speed,
the quickness with which ponies turned, as
though on a pivot, like a turnstile; the
enormous length and supreme accuracy with
which the ball was hit, left one gasping with
astonishment and admiration, and taught us
humbler followers of the game many a good
lesson that should help to improve the
standard of play in the battalion in the future.
India, in spite of its many drawbacks, offers
a very wide range of sport of all descriptions,
and anyone interested in pigsticking could not
do better than visit the Muttra Tent Club
during the competition for the Muttra Cup.
This is held soon after the famous Kadir Cup
Competition, but differs from this in that the
Kadir Cup is for individuals and he who scores
the greatest number of first spears is the

winner, whereas the Muttra Cup is a team
competition and the winning team is the one
that kills most pig. The country where this
Club hunts is said to be the best in India for
this great sport, and for the Cup, of course,
the cream of this country is hunted. The
camp this year was situated in a mango
'bagh' overlooking the Jumna Radir. Here
were collected all the ' cognoscenti' of the
hog hunting fraternity—many of them famous
men amongst pigstickers and everyone of
them devilish hard riders. Indeed, it would
be useless attempting to hunt the gallant boar
unless you were a hard rider. One of them
had won the Kadir Cup (which incidentally,
is only a name, for no cup exists) three times,
whilst another rather retiring little fellow
turned out to be this year's winner. I have
heard it said that it is as fine an achievement
to win the Kadir Cup as it is to ride the winner
of the Grand National at home, and can quite
believe it.

Altogether there were eleven teams
competing. It was an intensely inspiring
and interesting sight to watch from the back
of an elephant the long line of beaters (about
200) flogging their way with their ' lathies '
through the high jungle grass and followed by
over twenty elephants deployed like a fleet
of battleships line abreast, while well out to
the fore, waiting with spear in hand, silently
stood the heats of four for pig to break covert.
At first
nothing. Then suddenly a timid
' harty ' would give a shrill trumpet of fear
and swing round so suddenly as to almost
throw one head first into the grass, and with
an angry grunt a great boar broke back and
shot off through the undergrowth like a
torpedo at sea. All at once another pig would
break out near a heat and off they would go
full gallop, turning and twisting as their pilot
jinked. How splendid ! How exciting, ! But
how one longed to slide off the cumbrous and
slowly moving monster, seize a spear, leap
on a pony and join in the chase !
Then suddenly off would go another heat,
but before they had gone many yards, one of
them took an imperial toss, for (as a poet
wrote) :—
" Rough riding is the jungle
That skirts old Jumna's shore ;
And awkward are the deep ravines,
And fleet of foot the boar
"
And so the sport continued all day under
the burning sun, and the next day, and the
day after that until there were only five teams
left in, each one having killed five pig in six
runs except the 4th Hussars "B" team, who
had killed five pig in five runs. So they were
laid on to the next boar that broke, and after
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a gruelling hunt in which two of them took
tosses, they achieved the remarkable feat of
killing six pig in six runs—and so won the
Cup.
Great was the rejoicing that night in camp,
and but few hours were left before dawn when
finally the hunters sought their beds out in
the open under the starlit sky—for hard
riding hunting days such as these under
a sweltering sun engender such a thirst that
requires a deal of quenching !
Already I have encroached too much 011
The Dragon's space, so must recommend those
who are interested in this great sport, or who
wish to renew happy memories of days gone
by, to buy a copy of tlie Hoghunters' Journal.
The first
volume of this has just been
published by the Pioneer Press, Allahabad,
from whom it may be obtained for Rs. 5, and
is edited by Captain .vSeottCockburn and
Captain Nugent Head, both of the 4th Hussars
and both great hoghunters. It is a magazine
crammed with excellent and interesting articles
on hoghunting in all parts of the world, its
contributors
including
such
experienced
authorities on the sport as Lieut.General Sir
Robert BadenPowell, and General Wardrop,
who have each written a foreword. Included
also is a vivid drawing by ' Snaffles,' and
others by amateur soldier artists. It is
proposed to publish a volume a year and
anyone interested in the sport will be assured
of many hours delightful entertainment. The
magazine is not being put out to newsagents,
but may be obtained at home for S/, post free,
from Captain Nugent Head, Newcastle, Co.
Down, Ireland.
The Draft.
On March 7tli the Draft paraded in tlie Drill Shed
at Blenheim Barracks at 9 a.m. After a final
inspection by the C.O., Lt.Col. Crookenden, D.S.O.,
and a few words wishing us luck and a good voyage,
we were marched to the station by the Band. On
Aldershot station there were four Bands playing to
their respective Drafts, including a Jock Band of
" Squeallv Bags." The train steamed out of the
station to the haunting tune of " Auld Lang Syne."
Why they always persist in playing that tune 011 such
occasions I do not know. I should think " Home,
Sweet Home in Ragtime " or " Where, 0I1 where do
I live," would be much more appropriate. Can you
imagine anything worse than hearing " Should "old
acquaintance be forgot " when you are doing your
best to try and collect your scattered thoughts after
the " farewell night."
We boarded our boat, the H.T. Somersetshire, at
1 p.m. and found ourselves relegated to No. 2 Lower
Deck in company with the R.A. and Rifle Brigade.
R.S.M. Vaughan came ou board and saw us settled 011
our Mess Deck and wished us all luck, and as
he mounted the hatchway he was greeted with
a " spontaneous cheer." Capt. Wimbush, R.A.S.C.,
and Lt. Carpenter, R. Corps of Signallers, were attached
to us to assist Major Hamilton with the Draft. We

Major Hart's Tiger.
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kit, such as topees, hose tops, puttees (Indian pattern),
could not have had a better set of Officers and every shorts,
etc., all of which a generous government allows
tiling went smoothly from start to finish, Sgt. Larkm; us to pay for.
....
... , ,,
was appointed Ship's Provost Sergeant, which left
The last fortnight the Draft, as is the way witii all
Cpl Stocken as a/C.S.M. of the Draft. Cpl; Kemsiey
Drafts, have been on the " Square under the R.b.M.,
was permanent Orderly Sergeant and Cpl. Soey was learning
1st Battalion ways of doing things and a little
appointed Deck N;C.O., a most unwholesome 30b,
P.T. and Weapon Training thrown in after breakfast.
necessitating remaining below deck after every meal
I forgot to mention that we mounted a, guard on
and seeing the Mess Deck cleared up.
ship and our OrderlySergeant was called for by.
The ship sailed out of Southampton at 4 p.m. board
the Inspecting Officer and told that it was the best
Major Guy Lee and family could be seen waving and
smartest guard that had mounted on board ship
farewell on the Dock side.
The first day was a busy one, drawing hammocks, So the Draft did their little bit in keeping up the high
reputation of the Regiment.
blankets, mess table kit, etc., but eventually everything
again became calm. The second and third day out
Boys' Boxing and CrosaOountry Run.
found many " down and out " with thac peculiar illness
BOXING.
which is presaged with a greenish hue to the cheeks
BOXING.—A successful little Boxing Meeting for the Boysofthe
and a "whitening of the gills" followed by a sudden Battalion was staged on Thursday, March 22nd,
^tesld|!P^e
outpour of all one possesses in one's stomach and a inc some hard fighting, displayed quite a lot of talent. Boys B,Ke,
Catt
and
Wood
all
showed
that
they
had
been
taughtAhc
"let me die" feeling.
,
.
the game and with more experience we shall see these three doing
By the time we passed " Gib" on Sunday, litn,. of
great
in Battalion Boxing later on.
For the purposes of the Competition the Boys weredividedinto
everyone had recovered sufficiently to take an interest
'in their surroundings. Hereafter, every day was much three 1^ according to weight. The following were the results of
the same as another. Reveille, 6 a.m.; breakfast, thCClass 'A/'—Boy Eke beat Boy W. Longman on points.
7 a.m.; Ship's Rounds, 10.15 a.m.; dinner, 1 p.m.;
"B."—Boy Catt beat Boy Wood on points.
fMnae "C
Bov Luscombe beat Boy Davis on points.
tea, 4.30 p.m. ; supper, 7 p.m. and lights oiit, 10 p.m.
Captain
Feareth presented the prizes and ^Pha?is^ "^/lf.P°r^0yCse
The spare time was usually occupied in listening to
Jvnerienced boxers taking an interest in the boxing of the Boys,
people of various dialects, shrieking out Kelly's Wonk, some of whom would be the Regimental representatives of the future,
Clickerty Click, Blind Nointy, etc., and paying 2d.
CROSSCOUNTRY RUN.
CROSSCOUNTRY RUN.—A handicap crosscountry run f°' °°ys
or 3rd. a time for it. This monstrous game, as I expect
took place on Saturday, March 24th over an easy twoandahalfmue
my readers have guessed, is called 'ousey, 'ousey, course
Boy T/>nrT",ni who started scratch, was the winner and
aristocratically known as " Lotto," not that I have Boy Parker,
who received the handicap of two minutes was
ever heard of the Prince of Wales or any other of the Our congratulations, therefore, not only to these two, but also to Sgt.
nobility playing it. Another form of sport was Meakin, the handicapper, for his accuracy 1 the importance of
fitness for an event of this sort is plainly shown by thedistress
standing on a queue for hours for the purpose of buying physical
of some of the competitors at the end of the run. Though not every
something at the " Dry " Canteen.  Not so the beer one can run crosscountry yet more should have use of the course.
drinkers With the aid of soup cans and tea kettles Next year longer notice will be given of this event and we hope to see
a goodly supply of the juice of the inestimable fruit the boys^outi training for it. A good crosscountry runner is of the
Company.
hops can be obtained very quickly. Being mostly ureatest assistance to his"D"
Company.
youngsters there were not many beer drinkers, but
(THE OLD SHIP " DON.")
" War Horse Ivy " and the great " Oliver " could be
This month has been one packed full with Duty,
seen nightly departing, utensils in hand, to the meeting
e.g., Guards, Picquets, R.S.M.'s Parades and to make
place of what was known later as the "Crumpet Club.
up several parties of " Markers."
Three days a week there was a P.T. Parade on the weight
The first item on the programme is our recent
. Officers' Deck for 15 minutes, just to knock the stiffness
Departures. If in the near future we still make the
out.: On arrival at Port Said, all the troops that were same
progress in this line as weffiave been^doing the
not on duty went ashore for a Route March round the
past six months we shall soon find the ^ Old Ship
town. This took place at 12.30 p.m. on Sunday, the
rigged out with a complete new " Crew.
18th, and everyone was glad to get ashore and stretch
As all good things must, we suppose, come to an
their legs and see their first glimpse of an Eastern town.
end, we shah have to console ourselves in the knowledge
Unfortunately Pte. Robinson was put ashore here,
we stand an excellent chance of getting Sports
being partly paralysed down one side through injuries that
men " in our arrivals, to balance losses m our
contracted on the farewell night at Aldershot. He was
departures. During March the foUot^g N.C.O. s
taken to Hospital at Port Said.
and Men left the Company en route for Blighty . Sgt.
It took us 16 hours to go through the Suez Canal
Gibson, Ptes. Law, Staniford and Cowling, the first
as we were held up several times. Aden was passed
transferring to the Depot for a tour of duty and
on 24th March about 10 a.m. It was about this time named
the latter transferring to Civvy Street.
that the N.C.O.'s decided to form a "swear club"
Sgt. Gibson has been with the Old Ship for a long
amongst themselves at a cost of Id. per word. Sad
and his powers on the field of sport are well known
to relate the originator of the idea got caught most! time
to all associated with the first Battalion.^ Our great
I am loath to remark that certain illdisposed Noncs. loss,
the fullness of which can be readily seen by
officers made a " dead set " at the originator by turning
a glance over his record below, is the Depot s great gam
the ".showers " on when he was trying to dress, thereby
and although we realize he will be greatly missed, we
causing the said originator to say those things which extend
to him hearty wishes for the best of health and
he should have left unsaid, and other similar " friendly
luck during his holiday in Blighty.
acts.'' . In four days we had collected £1 3s. 6d., which
The record already mentioned is :
,
was divided equally between beer, cigarettes, tea
Boxing: Heavyweight Champion
Black Sea,
and biscuits at the conclusion of the voyage.
191922.
Holder
Battalion
Weight.
We reached Karachi on March 30th and stayed in
Football: Company Player.
the Karachi Port Trust sheds all day and entrained
Hockey
Company Player.
about 8 p.m. The train left Karachi at 1.15 a.m. on
In addition to this he could also put up an excellent
the 31st and after an uneventful journey we arrived show
at short distance running, putting the shot,
at Bareilly at 8.30 a.m. on April 2nd. We were given
jumping and organising sports, truly a record to be
a drink of tea on the station and then marched to
Clyde Barracks by the 1st Battalion" Band and "Drums. proud of, which proved him" both sportsman and.
soldier.
'

G
That day was spent, indrawing np various articles of
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Winners " Harris Shield " Boxing Cup, 192728, E 23 Headquarter Wing.

Standing—Left to Right: Pte. Bentley, Pte. Carter, L/Cpl. Cribben, L/Sgt. Brophy, Pte. Lavender.
Sitting—Left to Right : Pte. Suggers, Lieut. Oliver, Cpl. Jarvis (Capt.), Sgt. Parkes, Pte. Taylor.
Sitting on ground—Left to Right: Pte. Martin, Pte. Spencer.
To Ptes. Law, Stamford and Cowling we extend best
wishes and hope they will soon settle down to Civvy
Street. We shall always welcome any news from them
and will also be interested to learn how much " Shut
Eye " " Count " now indulges in.
After our tale of woe I will deal with a more
cheerful subject, i.e., arrivals. On the 2nd April (just
one day late) a Draft arrived from England, of whom
the following N.C.O's and Men were posted to the
Old Ship : Cpl. Ivey ; L/Cpls. Hogben, Stokes and
Tolliurst, Ptes. Blanckflower, Harrad, Cox, Hesmer,
Hollands, I.eggett, Moore, Smith, Taggart, Wild,
Clayton, Guilding, Heath, Best, Laydon, Murdock,
Teal, Vant, Woodgate and Hudson. To each of them
we extend a hearty welcome and trust they have
a pleasant stay with the Old Ship.
INTERCOMPANY TRANSFERS.
We welcome back to the Company Pte. Rabbetli
(late No. 2 Crank Handler) who was posted back to
the Ship on 2/4/28. No doubt he will find Guards,
etc., strange after his long rest, but we hope he soon
settles down to enjoy a pleasant trip.
We regret to lose Ptes. Knight and Jelley, who were
transferred to the Drummers for a tour of " Beating "
during March. We wish them the best of luck with the
sticks and hope to hear some weird ? (sorry) wonderful
tunes in the near future.
We welcome back to the fold Cpl. (Donkey) Warren,
who rejoined the Ship on the 28/3/28 from Paelimarhi
where he has been undergoing a course, of small arms.
We notice his own are still long enough and expect to
learn the results of his course when next we perform
behind the wooden tripods.
Tn consecpience of the annual transfers to the
" Khuds " the Ship is now represented on every type
of employment, as we found reliefs from the crew for
"C" Company.

BATTALION BOXING COMPETITION.
In this competition we were rather unfortunate,
for just before it took place we lost Sgt. Gibson, Pte.
Bailey fell sick, Cpl. Warren went out of station and
Pte. O'Neill had the misfortune to injure his knee in
his first fight,
an injury which caused his removal
to hospital. We are pleased to learn he is making
rapid progress towards recovery.
In spite of these early accidents our team put up an
excellent show—in fact after the first day's Sessions
tied for first place—aud are to be congratulated on their
" Bull Dog Pluck."
The team representing the Old Ship was as follows :
L/Cpl. Oliver,
Ptes. Smissen, O'Neill, Russell,
Crampton, Townend, Mc'kay, Stevenson, Lelant,
Ashmore and G. Batstone.
BATTALION SPORTS MEETING.
What a disappointment to lose after seeing our
colours at the top of the pole right up to the last event !
That was our experience and we gave every one a shock
right through the sports. We offer congratulations
to "B" Company who were victors. We also
congratulate the team that represented the Old Ship
in the various events, a creditable show.
FOOTBALL.
The only games played this month have been
friendlies and "trial games as the league has not yet
started.
GAME 1. v. R.A. on R.A.'s ground. An exciting
game ending in our favour by the odd goal of five,
Bishop (two) and Lelant being our scorers. The team
was : Crampton, Long, Blackmail, Batstone, Stocker,
Farrell, King, Prior, Bishop, Lelant and Newbury.
GAME 2." v. R.A. Again we played away from
home and forced a draw, the teams sharing four goals,
Jones and Prior scoring for us. A clean and even
game was witnessed, the issue being in doubt to the
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final whistle. The team was: Crampton, Long,
Clifton, Jones, Batstone, ;G., Cox, King, Prior, "Bishop, 
J. Batstone and Savage. Clifton, who has been out of
the team for a long time, had the misfortune to injure
his knee in the first few minutes of the game.
GAME 3,
v. "E 23 " Group. We fielded a strong
team for this game and turned out winners by the
score of 3r—1. Play throughout was slightly in our
favour and although it would be unfair to single out
any individual player, Heath of the last draft, who was
on trial, put up a fine game. The team was:
Crampton, Long, Cook, Laydon, Stocker, Batstone,
Rabbeth, Heath, Bishop, Prior and Newbury and our
scorers were Bishop, Stocker and Batstone. That is
the final of the first eleven programme.
The second eleven have been putting up some fine
performances and we are eagerly looking forward to .
the commencement of the Hot Weather League.
The Dankers' or Corinthians' Football Club having
bought a ball and kit, the colours being purple shirts
with yellow V's and blue shorts, the above club was
duly considered formed. Notices (typed) were posted
up, advertising for players, stating conditions of enrol
ment and also the names of tlie committee, trainer, etc.
Rules were then made out and passed, thus bringing
everyone and everything in a fit state to do battle. As
the fixture lists were crammed with dates, " Trainer
Long " commenced his duties and the past month has
been filled with exciting incidents.
RESULTS. AS the Officials and Referee could
Hot count, the results cannot be published. Suffice it
to say they are still in winning view and everyone
hopes' to see more of them..
HOCKEY.

The first eleven has played two. practice games this
month, our . opponents for each game being "E 23"
Although I say first eleven it is hardly correct, for we.
tried out several players and two of the Company
players were rested. Although we lost both games
we are by no means disheartened, for they were really
practice games/although this statement must not be
read as implying inferior play on our. opponents' part,
who fully deserved their victories.
GAME 1.
A fairly fast game with play even during
the first half. In the second half "E 23" forced
matters and ran out winners by the score of 3—2, Cook
and Newbury being our scorers. The team was:
Pte. Pratt, Sgt. Hancock, Ptes. Smissens and Baker,
C.S.M. Mould, Ptes. Hill, Newbury, Cook, Long, Bishop
and Button.
GAME 2. A fairly even game throughout in which
"E 23" won by the only goal. Exchanges were fast
and the result in doubt till the final whistle. The
team was: Pte. Pratt, C.S.M. Mould, Ptes. Stokes,
Baker and Hills, Lieut. Dewar, Ptes. Hogben, Ivey,
Long, Rabbeth and Newbury.
INTERPLATOON CRICKET.

Some excellent sport was witnessed during this
competition and some very dark horses came to light,
the two chief ones being Sgt. Gibson and E. Kips
Googleys. They are still a mystery. The result of
the competition was as follows: (1) 13 Platoon, 4
ints; (2) 15 Platoon, 3 points; (3) 14 Platoon,
points; (4) 16 Platoon, 1 point. We offer to 13
Platoon congratulations on winning the competition.

r

BILLIARDS.

As stated in my last issue, this is entirely a new
move as since leaving Gibraltar nothing had been
done in this direction.
The tournaments,; which have been very successful,
are run in the following manner: teams of six, two
hundred aside decided . on aggregate score. Since
opening the league we have received challenges from
the R.A. and the Railway Institutes. On each
occasion we proved victors. As this provides a very

interesting diversion from the out door sports, it is to
. be hoped that the movement will be carried further.
The results of the Old Ship's games are as follows:
v. "E 23" Group "D" won by 111.
v. "E 23" Group "D" won. by 87.
v. "E 14" Group "D" won by 182.
v. *'C" Company "D" won by 84.
v. "C" Company "D" lost by 20.
v. "A" Company "D" won by 76.
v. "B" Company "D" won by 128.
Quite a good record I venture to suggest.
THE UNUSUAL SCRIBE.

I/IMERIC :

There was a young fellow of "D" Coy,
Whose pal was a long " Dusky " "C" Coy..
A gay lad Was he,
Full of beans and burgee,
So they carried him round as a D(e) Coy.

MONTHLY ODES

:

IT'S YOU

F.G.

!

If you want to be in the kind of Mob,
The kind of a Mob you'd like ;
You needq't slip your suit in a grip
And start on the long, long hike.
You'll only find what you've left behind ;
. There's nothing that'sreally new.
It's a knock at yourself if you knock at your Mob ;
It isn't the Mob ; its you !
Real Regiments are not made of chaps afraid
Lest others get on ahead.
If everyone works and nobody shirks,
You can raise a Mob from the dead.
And if, while you make your personal stake,
Others can make theirs too,
It's a knock at yourself if you knock at your Mob ;
, It isn't the. Mob ; it's you"!
J.W.
Machine Gun Platoon.
It has been a very eventful month as far as the Crankhandles are
concerned, apart from tlie fact that it has got very warm and the
" Punkahs " are in full " Swing."
The Harris Shield Boxing took place in the Regimental Gymnasium
on March 19th and 20th. The preliminary bouts in tlie afternoon
and evening of the 19th and the semifinals and finals on the evening
of the 20th. Some good boxing was witnessed during those two days
and it was touchandgo as to whom was going to run out winners,
so closely did the points run.
.
Congratulations to our team on winning the Harris Shield Cup
with a total of 43 points, "C" Company being second with 40 points.
Of the team of ten from "E.23", "H.Q." Wing, six of them were
Gunners and we had five of them in the finals. Of these, three won
their weights. The finals, were as follows:—
„
BANTAM WEIGHT.—Final.—Pte. Suggers E23, H.Q. Wing
v. Pte. Hill, "C" Company.
This was a very good and clean fight throughout, lasting the three
rounds and the decision was only got at after an extra round. Our
FEATHER WEIGHT.—Final.—Pte. Taylor, "E.23" v. Pte. Isted,
"B" Company.
„ .
They are old rivals and the boxing throughout was excellent and
lasted the whole three rounds, Taylor winning on points. (Taylor
was the SemiFinalist of the Fly Weights at Musoorie last year).
WELTER WEIGHT.—Final.—L/Cpl. Martin', "E.23" v. Pte. Spencer,
"E.23."
It was rather unfortunate that two of our men should have to meet,
but they got through the preliminaries, so it had to be. It was a fine
fight from start to finish and Pte. Spencer is to be congratulated on
his excellent show. They also are old rivals and L/Cpl. Martin won on
a K.O. in the last round.
^ „
MIDDLE WEIGHT.—Final.—Pte. Bently, "E.23." v. Pte. Turner,
A" TffiePBattling Warhorse," Bently, after getting through the
preliminaries on K.o.'s in the first round, found himself up against a
fellow much laHpr than himself. From the call of time he was at his
man and although Turner took some punishment he would not give
in. In the second round the fierce onslaught was too much for Turner
and Bently won on a K.o. Bently causes some amusement when he
enters the ring and one always remembers his show at Ranikhet last
yeaThe remainder of the team all did well and helped towards the
Cup. They are as follows:—
„
_
Cpl. Jarvis, Pte. Martin, Pte. Lavender, Pte. Carter and L/Cpl.

Crihtwn.
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At the conclusion of the Boxing, the Cups were presented by Lieut.
Colonel Howard Smith, who addressed a few complimentary words
on the standard of the Boxing. Thus ended another eventful year
of Sport. On the following evening, Mr. Oliver and Mr. Williams
gave a supper to the Team and everyone enjoyed themselves. Both
Mr. Oliver and Mr. Williams addressed a few remarks as to the future
boxing of Headquarter Wing ("E.23.")
We congratulate "A" Company on winning the Harris Shield.
The next item of interest is Football. The picking out of
the Company team has been a question of much discussion. Head
quarter Wing is now amalgamated, so the difficulty arises as to tlie
teams, both Football and Hockey.
The Hot Weather League has started, Headquarter Wing's first
match being v. the First Field Battery R.A. on their ground. After
a very fast game in which both teams had equal shares of the game, the
R.A. ran out winners by 2—1, tlie team being as follows :—Cpl. Jarvis,
Pte. Bidwell, Saunders, Cpl. Hoy, Pte. Smith, Busby, Bing, Cpl.
Deverson, Griggs, L/Cpl. Betts, Pte. Girling.
The results of the matches up to date are :—
Won 2—0
"E.23, H.Q. Wing" v. "B" Company
"E23, H.Q. Wing" v. "D" Company ...
2—1
Lost
"E.23, H.Q. Wing" o. "A" Conpany
Draw 2—2
M.G.'s o. "B" Company
4—0
Lost
"T?
OT HA
WINN » i>.
,I "E.14,
"T
'E.23,
H.Q. Wing"
H.Q. Wing"
2—0
Won
The game with "D" Company was the finest we have played so far
and "D" Company's team should do well this year. In the game with
"B" Company the Company team was not available, so the M.G.'s
turned out with the result as per above.
Hockey has mostly been trial matches and some good talent has
been found. "E.23" v. "C" Company (the Champions): we were
rather unfortunate to lose 3—2 as we were winning 2—0 up to the last
ten minutes of the game.
"E.23" v. "D" Company, won 3—1. Headquarter Wing v. The
East India Railway, won 1—0.
Eastertide was as usual in India. A SixaSide Football match
was arranged, also interplatoon Hockey. The Crankhandles entered
six teams in the Football and did well, two teams getting into the
semifinals. We entered one team in the Hockey and got to the
.finals which was'a local Derby. M.G.'s v. No. 3 Group.—It is interest
ing to note that the combination of the two teams used to form "'E.23'
Hockey team. No. 3 Group have a very good team and beat usl—0,
but we obtained the runnersup prize and it being Wednesday, Rs. 1.
As. 6 came in handy.
These notes in places refer to the Company in general as not like
other Companies, we are in Groups and have not a Dragon
Correspondent for the whole of the Company. Each evening one
sees a team of some sort playing hockey or football, but space does
not permit to put all the results one would like to.
Individual Training is practically finished and we are about to
commence our A.M.G. Course. Up to the present we are doing very
well as regards the Young Hands and a " Tramp " to the open range
daily gets all the surplus fat off one and on returning one is like a wet
rag.
We hope that the 2nd Battalion Gunners as a Company, like their
new organization and they want to hurry up and drift out to us. Anti
Tank Guns are Dutch.to us and we do not feel modernised and are
only on the one Section establishment.
We wish to be remembered to all that know us in the 2nd Battalion.
We are sorry to lose Lieut. Williams who has left us for six months
and he will bea greatloss to the Platoon and Hockey team in particular.
Everything in the garden is lovely and the old boat sails along
smoothly with our Skipper, Lieut. Oliver, who, by the way, is also
Company Commander in the absence of Captain Reid, who is enjoying
himself on leave in Blighty. It is whispered that he is ruining his
noble life by entering into matrimony, but we wish him tlie best of
luck and may his troubles be Cliota ones.
J.W.J.
THINGS

WE SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW.

They have tracks in Blighty for Greyhound Racing, do they have
tracks for Pigeon Racing ? If so, please forward information to
DabToe.
What is the Wrigley's Club ? and what (qualifications does one
have to have for joining ? Is the Cup won outright, or is it a Challenge
Cup ? Apply to the Hon. Secretary, " George Washington," Red
man and Co.
Whilst firing Part I. a certain N.C.O. said " Aim at the Ginger
Coloured Square," and did they lay any Bets ?
J.W.J.

3 Group, H.Q. Wing.
Our Football and Hockey teams still maintain their high standard,
especially our Hockey team who have suffered one defeat tjiis year, so
so far, and that from the winners of the Hot Weather League,
"C" Company. Not bad, No. 3 Group !
During the Easter Holidays we entered a sixaside football and
paved our way to the SemiFinal only to be knockedout by the M.G.'s.
Our team put up a very creditable show against greater teams.
At Hockey we beat all comers and met the M.G.'s in the final
It was a very good game, but from a spectator's point of view, one
could read the result from the pace our team started off. A free hit
taken by Barrell on the right, was intercepted by Girling who drove
across the opponents' goal only to find Ferrell meet the ball with a
terrific drive, which left the M.G.'s goalie helpless. This was a greal
shock for our opponents who could not get going afterwards. Oui
team still kept up the attack, and our superior combination told
the final whistle blowing with No. 3 Group the winners. This is th
third time we have been in the Final. Well done, No. 3 Group.
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Great praise must be given to our halfbacks for the way they
smashed up our opponents' attack, especially Mr. Evans, who played
a great game at centrehalf. We are eagerly awaiting the Hot Weather
Platoon League to start now, which we hope to bring to "H.Q." Wing
this year.
No. 3 Group's Team:—Goal: Bidwell; Backs: Tenfold and
Collard ; Halves : Pevrell, R.Q.M.S. Evans, C.M.S. ' Deverson ;
Forwards : Davis, Pearce, Girling, Ferrell, Grant.
HOCKEY.

No. 3 Group v. Band
„
v. "C" Company 1st XI.
„
v. "A" Company 1st XI.
v. A.S.C
„
v. Band
„
a. M.G.'s
„
v. Signals
„
"A" Company 2nd XI.
,,
v. Band
„
v. "D" Company 2nd XI.

1—1

0—3
2—0

6—2

1—0
1—0
1—0

4—1

2—1

3—1

FOOTBALL.

No. 3 Group v. Drums
v. "D" Company ..
v. Band
v. M.G.'s
t'. "H" Company ..
y. Drums
y. Band 2nd XI. ..

5—2
1—3
3—1
4—2
5—3
6—2

9—3

"A" Company.
The interCompany Boxing Competition took place recently and
this event decided the ownership of the Harris Shield for the ensuing
year. Our company was represented by the following :—Sgt. Turner
Heavy ; Cribben, LightHeavy ; Pte. Turner, Middles : _ Pte. Pelham
and L/Cpl Parker, Welters ; Cpl. Bell and Pte. Hook, Light Weights ;
Ptes. Cherry and Caless, Feathers and Pte. Cornwall, Bantam. The
show they' put up was creditable and the whole team deserve
congratulations. To Sgt. Turner as trainer should also go a few words
of praise and thanks.
After a cleanlycontested struggle against our various opponents
we have the satisfaction of announcing ourselves as the holders of the
" Lord Harris Shield " for the period 1928—1929. The awarding of
this shield means that the company possess the right type of men and
tlie right kind of spirit. Besides its intrinsic value, it also
gives encouragement in raising the standard of sport in general and
that alone makes the Shield worth striving for. To "C" Company,
who were our runnersup, we extend our hearty congratulations: it
was a clean fight throughout the whole of the various games.
To the reader who may have missed a few editions of this journal,
the following summary of points obtained by us and the other companies
mav be of interest. We obtained for Bayonet Fencing and Cross
Countrv Running 5 points each ; Football gave us another 44 points ;
TugofWar and Athletics 4 points each : Cricket and Boxing 3 points
each. Our average was greatly lowered by the results of Shooting
and Hockey, we obtaining 1 and 0 points respectively in these
encounters.
The final points obtained by the remaining companies were as
follows :—"A," 29} points : "C," 25} ; "B," 23 ; "D,1 21} ; "E23"
Company 21 and "E14" Company, 14} points. It is interesting to
note that we have a clear lead of four points this year instead of the
narrow margins that have in previous years prevailed.
Now for the
great struggfe all over again and may the same good fortune remain
with us.
,

,
The rifle sections have recently finished their part of the annual
course and their average works out at 62.4 points; in this course 76
points is the standard required for a first class shot. This average
may appear to be rather low, but one lias to understand the conditions
of firing in India before anv comments are made thereon. When
it is understocod that all tlie appliances connected with firing in general
are hopelesslv out of date and the heat of the day compels one to keep
the official lead contractor busy only at evenings, then you will probably
be in a position to understand our average with a more favourable
aspect.
,, ,
j
Sgt. Hadaway has returned from the PokeyDie School and
in keeping with all our previous N.C.O.'s attending these courses, he
has maintained the standard by obtaining some excellent results.
The course is a difficult one to go through and therefore we voice our
congratulations heartily.
Remember, Sergeant, that should the
" drift of a bullet" ever become uninteresting, I can always see my
way clear to allow you to adopt another form of " recreation," namely,
t h ewritingo f thesenotes.
. . . . . .
Mr Foster and Cpl. Hodkin were recently selected from the
company to form part of the Battalion Relay Team for the purpose
of competing against other units in the sports of the Royal Berkshire
Regiment. The team obtained second place and in doing so put up
an excellent performance against one of the finest teams in India.
' To Mr. Craig and the "draft that joined us recently we extend a
hearty welcome and we trust that their tour of duty whilst they are
with the company proves to be of an enjoyable and beneficial nature.
With a view to encouraging the sportsmen of the company, a scheme
is now on foot whereby the'best sportsmen of all the Harris Shield
events are awarded a " colour." Knowing that a number of men who
represented the company during last year's eventsare now in the United
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Kingdom, we shall attempt to show our appreciation of their sporting
qualities by publishing their names amongst the present "colour
holders. The awards for 1927—28 are as follows :—
ATHLETICS :—Gudgion, Hodkin, Crust, Cornwall, Bell, L Dale,
George Parker, F. Turner, Read and Pratt.
HOCKEY :—Sgt. Burville, West, Turner, Cole, Parker, Hodkm,
Crust, Spice and Curtis.
,
„
.
RUGBY :—West, Hodkin, Parker, Priday, Hudson, Gudgion,
Crust, Pelham, Cole, B. Knight. Purvis, Sivers and Longhurst.
CRICKET :—Burville, Sgt. McLean, Curtis, L/Cpl. McLean, West,
Crust, Parker, Pte. Turner, Cole.
BOXING :—Sgt. Turner, Bell, Cribben, Pelliam, Parker, Cherry
and Cornwall.
_ _
FOOTBALL :—L/Cpl. McLean, Gudgion, L/Cpl. West, T. Barnes,
B. Knight, Parker, Curtis and Pte. Turner.
TUGOI'WAR :—Hudson, Sivers, Goodsell, Baker, Pelham, Purvis,
J. Barnes, Roberts, Balaam and Elsley.
BAYONET FENCING :—Sgt. McLean, Sgt. Turner, Hodkin, Priestley,
Sivers, Gudgion, Cole, Pte. Turner and Roberts.
CROSSCOUNTRY RUNNING :—L Dale, Cornwall, Bell, Hudson,
Sovico, Burt, Crowhurst, Wilkinson, Crust, Barnes, J. Perkins, Kerry,
Pratt, Hollands and Carpenter.
The usual scribe,
" QUARTERGUARD.

"B" Company.
Now that the Harris Shield has finished for a time, we are busy
getting our Teams ready for the Hot Weather Football and Hockey
Leagues. In each league two teams have been entered and it will
be a job to pick out First and Reserve Teams, both in Football and
Hockey, but no doubt this will be done as there are plenty of budding
stars in the company and we ought to do quite well.
Major G. F. Hamilton, M.C., has taken over the company and all
ranks give liim a hearty welcome. We hope to see him taking part
in our games soon as we hear that he has an eagle eye for Cfricket and
Hockey balls and there will be plenty of opportunity for him to help
the company at the numerous sports that are taking place.
We have just finished our Annual Weapon Training Course and
have done fairly well. In the new Course, last year's marksmen only
fired their marksmanship. Last year's First Class Shots also fired
certain practices, but classified with the remainder.
Cpl. Richardson retained his Marksmanship with a score of 106
and Captain N. G. Wale 92. Pte. Isted in Part 2, scored 95, followed
by L/Cpl. Wright 92, Pte. Packman 88 and C.S.M. A. T. Farrow, 85.
Lewis Gun, Table "L"—Pte. Brawn finished with 164, followed
by Pte; Stone, 151 and L/Cpl. Ingram with 150.
Sgt. Robinson has left the company to take over the duties of Pay
Sergeant at Ranikhet and L/Cpl. Hudson has proceeded to Kasauli to
attend a Physical Training Course. L/Sgt. Stace has gone to Pachman
to learn a little Weapon Training and I hope they will come back with
the elusive "D."
The Draft have not been posted to the Platoons yet, owing to
having to do a little Drill under Battalion Arrangements, but we hope
to have them there shortly. I hear that there are some good sports
men among them and hope to seesome of them in our Company Teams.
During Easter, Hockey and Football Competitions were held.
They were SixaSide Teams and played five minutes each way. No.
7 Platoon did very well in the Football and No. 6 in the Hockey, but
neither were lucky enough to get into the Finals.
Congratulations this month to Sgt. Goss on the arrival of a daughter.
The following have left for Ranikhet and are attached to "C
Company:—L/Cpl. Davis, Ptes. Amos, Clifton, Flisher, Harrison,
Mallett, W. Martin, McMuIlen, Tritton, Weedon and Whitehead.
We hope the air will do them good and they will be ready for a few
guards when they come back in June; they will be welcomed after
their holiday.

"C" Company.
Since our last notes many changes have taken place. Presumably
because we did duty on the plains the whole of last summer, we were
the first company to go to the hills this season.
We left Bareilly Barracks at 7 a.m., to proceed to the station.
When we arrived we had to unload the greater part of our baggage,
and then wait whilst a party of the Gloucestershire Regiment came in
from Jhansi, and changed on to our train. We left BareiUy at about
10.45 p.m. and arrived in Kathgodam about 3 p.m.
Everything here was bustle and excitement. Bedding and sea
kits had to be transferred from train to lorry, not to mention the
families who came with us. Everybody had to get a move on, so that
the lorries might arrive at Ranikhet before dark.
At last all the lorries got away, but they were not fortunate enough
to get there before dark. Two of tlie cars, one carrying the emergency
rations and ammunition; the other having on board the Company
Commander, Lieut. HU1, C.S.M. Williams, several N.C.O.'s and Men,
and last, but by no means least, the married families' bedding. When
they were about ten mUes from Ranikhet, the Company Commander
gave orders that they were to stop, as neither had headlights and it
was quite dark. Perhaps he did not relish a trip over the " Khuds "
and a fall of a few hundred feet. I am sure we didn't.
We unloaded the lorries and prepared for a night out. As far as
the other ranks were concerned, it was a real night out. However,
the emergency rations were produced and soon appeared a regular
camping scene. Two or three started a fire going out in the open, as
Lieut. Hill's suggestion of using the neighbouring incinerator was

voted against unanimously. " Dixeys" were produced and were
soon boiling. Then it was quite a treat^watching the C.S.M. issuing
" one for each person and one for the pot."
. ,.
Soon after this everyone could be seen carrying something in his
hand and munching rapidly—they had had nothing to eat since 6 a.m.
that morning. On closer inspection it was found to be either cheese,
"bully" or jam. Even the Company Commander and Lieut. Hill
seemed to enjoy their strawberry and raspberry jam. I hear they had
a tin each, but I do not believe it.
After supper everyone, with the exception of the guard, prepared
for bed. Capt. Tuke, Lieut. Hill and the C.S.M. had their beds, but
the only preparation the others could make was to button up their
overcoats. Glazier did get down to it in his bedding, but about mid
night a car was heard approaching and it was found that they had come
for the families' bedding, so away went his bed. Some of them hadn t
even overcoats, so they borrowed them from those who were not using
them. Captain Edwards and C.S.M. Fox did not look the part, I
thought^ morning we had another brew and then cleaned up, loaded
up the lorries and continued our journey. We arrived at Ranikhet
at about 10 a.m. and proceeded to Alma Barracks.
We have settled down now and are beginning to get used to mil
plimhintr and the keener air. We do not get much sport as there
is a dearth of grounds. There is only a Football Ground between
five units, but I notice we generally manage to get an eleven of some
sort going. Our first game was against the Glosters. and we were
rather lucky to win 2—0. One goal was from a "penalty taken
by Eenton and the other was a misskick into the goal by an opposing
back. Flisher of "B" Company played for us on this occasion as he is
attached for duty up here.
, . .
. ,
In the secind match we drew with the Dorsets 1—1 after a quick
even game. The ground is not very good, one can never tell where
tlie ball is going.
_ .
,
,
A
We then played "D" Company The Dorset Regiment and again
drew. This game was rather rough in the latter stages, but our for
wards would do better to shoot more often. An example of this was
Cresswell's goal from about 30 yards out.
.
_
I have left this rather late, but before leaving Bareilly, we were
able to take part in the boxing for the Harris Shield. This was the
last event. We did very well, coming second with 41 points, 23
Group, "H.Q." Wing getting 43. Two of our men won their weights,
Pte. Mills and L/Cpl. Bartlett. Pte. Mills joined us from the last draft
and is to be congratulated on his very fine show, the first time out for
the Companv. Owing to the fact that we had no Heavy Weight,
L/Cpl. Bartlett, 10 st. 2 lbs., took on that weight, and what is more,
won it. An excellent performance. Pte. Belcher was runnerup in
the Light Weights.
Pte. Taylor was awarded tlie best loser's cup, after fighting through
two of his rounds with only one hand in the semifinal. Pte. Goldsack
was also commended bv the Commanding Officer for his very plucky
effort. The boxing decided the Harris Shield which went to A
Companv, we being again runnersup.
We had one or two games of hockey before we went to the Hills
and we are still upholding our record.
_
,
.
Our first game was with "D" Company, both turning out their
strongest elevens. L/Sgt. Perry, who is doing Company Quarter
masterSergeant for us now, whilst " Tubby is in the Hills, played
for us instead of "D." The game was a dingdong struggle from start
to finish. About halfway through the second half, Edwards scored
the only goal of the match from a pass from the C.S.M. Everyone
one was on the top of his form. Lieut. Walters played a very good
game.
We played the M.T.'s on their ground the next match. This was
rather a rough game and the only goal scored was a lucky one. It
appears that during a struggle in front of the goal, one of tlie defenders
hit the ball on to C.S.M. Williams and it rebounded into the goal.
Our goal was endangered on several occasions, but we managed to keep
H iDtaCt

Q.E.D.

Technical Careers for Boys in the Army.
It is officially announced that the training of boys
for skilled work in the Regular Army is to be continued
at Chepstow, Catterick, Gosport, Woolwich and other
centres, and that in the autumn there will be vacancies
for approximately 200 new apprentices.
Candidates, who must be 14. and under 15 years
and four months on 1st September next, will be
selected by means of a competitive examination to be
held in every county on 3rd July, and those who pass
the required test will be given the opportunity of
spending about three years in learning one or other of
a variety of trades, comprising those of armourer,
blacksmith, carpenter and joiner, electrician and fitter.
During training the boys will be maintained free of
cost to their parents or guardians and will, in addition,
be paid 7/ a week. Detailed information and
application forms, which must be lodged before 9th
June, will be supplied by all Army Recruiting Officers,
whose addresses can be obtained at any Post Office.
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The 2nd Battalion.
w month has been by far
the most strenuous one this
year.
Company Training
finished at the end of last
month, and then we at
once started on our annual
Weapon Training Course.
At the same time all
Companies have managed
to get off their Sports
Meetings in preparation for
the Battalion meetings. As
well as all this, we have
been busy in practising
Trooping the Colours, and
getting together a King's Guard for duty at
the Royal Pavilion on May 18th.
In my last month's notes I mentioned that
we were sending a team up to the Army
Golfing Meeting at bythan, St. Annes. We
did as well as could be expected, as our team
won their first
match against the East
Yorkshire Regiment, but were beaten by the
R.A.M.C. in the 2nd Round.
On May 11th we held our Individual Sports
Meeting and on May 15th we had a new
innovation . for this Battalion—an Inter
Company Relay Meeting. This proved a great
success and we congratulate "C" Company on
their fine win.
We welcome Major J. V. R. Jackson and
Major F. Whittaker, who have returned to
this Battalion after long absences.
We congratulate my learned opposited
member—the subeditor of Bell Harry, on his
engagement to Miss Enid Burnside.
Albuhera Day this year was very quiet.
We had arranged to hold our Sports on that
day, but they had to be altered, owing to the
ground being needed for the playing of a Royal
Retreat for the King. However, an outing
was arranged for all members of the Past and
Present Association to Brighton.
The Royal Retreat for the King was
witnessed by probably the largest crowd ever
seen at the Command Central Ground. Our
Band and Drums took part. Our Bandmaster,
Mr. C. B. Hewitt, is to be congratulated on the
excellent way in which he conducted the whole
performance.
Regimental Sports.

This year we held two meetings—on May 11th an
Individual Meeting and on May 15th an InterCompany
Relay Meeting. This latter was a great success and is
certainly a much fairer way of deciding the best
Company. The following were the points for the Relay
Meeting and the results of the Individual Events:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

"C" Company ..
"24" Company ..
"A" Company ..
"M.G." Platoon
"B" Company ..
"13" Company ..
RESULTS

41 points.
29 „
25 „
23 „
22

10

OF INDIVIDUALS.

„

„

Prom the above it will be seen that we have some
quite good material for forming a team for the Army
InterUnit Team Championships. To do any good
however, everyone must get down to real hard training.
Individual Events, 1928.

UIST OF WINNERS IN EACH EVENT.
THROWING THE CRICKET BALL.—(1) Pte. Moat, "B" Coy.; (2) Cpl.
Clinker, "B" Coy.; (3) L/Cpl. Marchant, "A" Coy.

Distance : 94 yds. 1 ft. 5 ins.

LONG JUMP.—(1) Lieut. Haggard, "H.Q." Wing, 20 ft.; (2) 2/Lieut.

R. F. Parry, "A" Coy., 17 ft. 64 ins.; (3) Pte. Marsden, "B" Coy.,
17 ft. 6 ins.
PUTTING THE WEIGHT.—(1) Lieut. Haggard, "H.Q." Wing, 31 ft. 4
ins. ; (2) Pte. Sparkes, "H.Q." Wing, 29 ft. 5 ins. ; (3) Cpl.
Kelly. "A" Coy., 29 ft. 1 in.
HIGH'JUMP.—(1) Lieut. Haggard, "H.Q." Wing, 5 ft. 4 ins.; (2)
Cpl. Clinker, "B" Coy., 5 ft. 0 ins.; (3) 2/Lieut. R. F. Parry,
"A" Coy., 4 ft. 11 ins.
120 YARDS HURDLES.—(1) L/Cpl. McBride, "C" Coy.; (2) Cpl. Kelly,
"A" Coy.; (3) Pte. Marsden "B" Coy.
Time: 19 4/5 sees.
100 YARDS.—(1) L/Cpl. Bowman, "H.Q." Wing; (2) L/Cpl. Spence,
"C" Coy.; (3) Cpl. Kelly, "A" Coy.
Time : 10 2/5 sees.
THREE MILES.—(1) L/Cpl. Trinkwon, "C" Coy. ; (2) Pte. Walton,
M.G.; (3) Pte. Abbott, M.G.
Time : 15 mins. 59 3/5 sees.
440 YARDS.—(1) L/Cpl. Spence, "C" ; (2) Cpl. Kelly, "A" Coy.;
(3) L/Cpl. Bowman, "H.Q." Wing.
Time : 54 2/5 sees.
ENLISTED BOYS' RACE.—(1) Boy Williams, "H.Q." Wing; (2) Boy
Mayne, "H.Q." Wing ; (3) Boy Butler, "H.Q." Wing.
Time : 32 3/5 sees.
POTATO RACE.—(1) Pte. Marsden, "B" Coy.; (2) Cpl. Thompson,
"H.Q." Wing ; (3) L/Cpl. Lee, "C" Coy.
880 YARDS.—(1) 2/Lieut. R. F. Parry, "A" Cov.;
(2) L/Cpl.
Trinkwon, "C" Coy.; (3) L/Cpl. Braidwood, "C" Coy.
Time: 2 mins. 11 2/5 sees.
220 YARDS.—(1) L/Cpl. Spence, "C" Coy.; (2) Cpl. Kelly, "A"
Coy. ; (3) L/Cpl. Bowman, "H.Q." Wing.
INTERCOMPANY RELAY RACE.—2 MTI.ES.—(1) "C" Coy.; (2) "A"
Coy.; (3) M.G. Platoon.
Time: 8 mins. 46 2/5 sees.
ONE MILE.—(1) L/Cpl. Trinkwon, "C" Coy.; (2) 2/Lieut. Reeves,
"B" Coy.; (3) Pte. Burgess, "C" Coy.
Time : 4 mins. 53 sees.
INTERCOMFANY RELAY RACE—1 MILE.—(1) "A" Coy.; (2) "C"
Coy.; (3) M.G. Platoon.
Time: 3 mins. 58 1/5 sees.
CORPORALS—220 YARDS.—(1) L/Cpl. Bowman; (2) Cpl. Kelly;
(3) L/Cpl. Gower.
SERGEANTS—220
YARDS.—(1> C.S.M.
McWalter;
(2) R.Q.M.S.
Cook ; (3) Sgt. Field.
ONE MILE OPEN.—(1) Pte. Wakefield, R.A.M.C.; (2) Pte. Crump,
R.A.M.C.; (3) Pte. Green, York & Lancaster Regt.
Time ; 4 mins. 39 2/5 sees.
OPEN ONE MILE RELAY.—(I) K.O.S.B.; (2) R.T.C., R.E.; (3)
38th Field Coy., R.E
CHILDREN'S RACE (BOYS).—(I) Albert Goodwin; (2) Bob Norwood;
(3) Jack Smith.
CHILDREN'S RACE (GIRLS).—(1) Doris MacWalter; (2) Kathleen
Smith ; (3) Esme Ellen.
AFFINITY RACE.—(1) Mrs. Lawrence; (2) Mrs. Clinton; (3) Mrs.
Ongley. ~
LADIES' EGG AND SPOON RACE.—(1) Mrs. Smith; (2) Mrs. Lewry;
(3) Mrs. Field.
,
„
MUSICAL PEGS.—(1) Pte. Taylor, "H.Q.
Wing; (2) Pte. Crane,
"M.G." ; (3) Drm. Gosling, "H.Q." Wing.
OLD SOLDIERS' RACE.—Pte. Laker, "B" Coy.; (2) Pte. Bryan and
Pte. Whittington (dead heat).
ALL RANKS MEDLEY RACE.—(1) Officers; (2) Other Ranks.
BAND EVENT.—(1) Sgt. Warton, The King's Own Royal Regt.; (21
L/Cpl. Benbow, The King's Own Royal Regt.; (3) Bdm. Waller,
The King's Own Royal Regt.

Sergeants' Mess.

Once again I have the pleasure of making out a few
more notes for The Dragon. It is noticeable that on
certain occasions when the actual correspondent cannot
attend functions that no help is forthcoming to swell
the column by those attending.
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During the past period we have been rather
inactive, owing to Company Training, and the firing
of the Annual Weapon Training Course, but we have
had a couple of turns to relieve the monotony.
On Friday, 27th April, 1928, we gave the final dance
of the season at the Marlborough Dines Theatre, when
upwards of 300 people were present. This was a grand
affair and it went with a swing, thanks to the tireless
efforts of the Committee under the able management
of C.M.S.'s Tong and MacWalter. These two worthies
have made a name for themselves in this direction and
the natural result is that whenever we hold a dance,
they are always the first to be asked for to serve on the
Committee. The majority of our officers attended this
dance; together with their families and I personally
heard several pass the remark that it was a " jolly
good show indeed." We have now settled down to
a season of no dances, so we must look forward to next
season.
Musketry has almost finished now and the next
thing is Battalion Training in camp next month.
Tennis has again started in the Command and as
usual we have entered a team in the Sergeants' Messes
Tennis League. We played the 2nd Battalion The
Norfolk Regimental Team on 4/5/28, completing both
home and away matches, which both went in our
favour, making an admirable start. We won the
home match by two sets to one, and the away match
bore a like result for us. If our team continues to
play like this we shall be holding our right place in the
league, i.e., the top. Further matches are being
arranged, but so far no more have been played. The
best of luck to our representatives !
We had a visit on Sunday, 6th May, from Mr. E. C.
Ainge, the Secretary of the London Branch of the Past
and Present Association, who specially made the
journey to Aldershot for the purpose of presenting
framed photographs of the Group taken on 29/1/28,
on the occasion of the visit of the London Branch to
Aldershot. Mr. Ainge presented photographs to the
Officers' Mess, the Sergeants' Mess, the Corporals
and the Privates. On his arrival at our Mess he made
a very nice speech in making the presentation and said
how proud were the members of the London Branch
of the Association to be in such close liaison with the
serving members of the Home Battalion. In fact it
was a very definite link between Past and Present.
R.S.M. Vaughan in responding for the Mess, said that
the London Branch, as also all other Branches of the
Past and Present Association, were doing their bit in
keeping together exN.C.O.'s and Men of the Regi
ment, so that in case of emergency they could very
soon be put in touch with the serving portion of the
Regiment.
THE GUGNUNC EXPERT.

Corporals' Mess.
Since my notes of last month, we have held a Dance in tlie
Marlborough Lines Theatre. This was well attended and fully justified
the great amount of work put in by the Entertainment Committee.
We were very pleased to see so many of the Officers and their ladies
present on this occasion, it being our last Dance of the Season.
We welcome to the Mess L/Cpls. Toms, Hills, Woodcock, Tracey,
Flanagan, Gowen, Robbins, Braidwood and GambriU on their first
appointments.
I would mention for the benefit of the Depot Corporals, that Tilden
Hobbs has started Tennis, taking for his partner Joe Hanson. T.H.
has not yet been supplied with a plastacine dart board. For some
reason, tennis does not seem to be very popular in the Mess, although
a ground is often available. There is some talk about Corporals
v. Sergeants at a Cricket Match. Oh ! T.H. What a chance.
We are expecting a rather lively week, so readers may possibly
excuse me for cutting these notes sliort, with a promise of something
to come.
ELDEVRE.

"A "^Company.

This mouth has proved to be a very strenuous time
for everyone—Company Sports, Annual Weapon
Training Course, Battalion Sports and last but not
least, practising for Trooping the Colours.
As regard the practise for Trooping, every day one
can hear the C.S.M.'s of Companies putting their guards
through the mill, for everyone is determined that when
it happens it is going to be a spot show. I might
mention that there are three positions for every man
in the guards, the front rank, the rear rank and the
" cab rank." Those put into the " cab rank' are
the poor old " hosses " whose toes continually point
skywards or imagine that they are in a squad of ducks.
The Company Sports were held on the 3rd May. This
year the Battalion Sports are purely team events, and
no one can be a member of more than two teams.
Therefore all Companies held their own Sports in order
to select their teams, and in this Company it was also
to decide the best Athletic Platoon. There is still
a little more ginger required amongst all in the
Company as regards turning out and training for
various events, for training is the only way to put the
Company up amongst the Companies that count.
Also at the same time it keeps everyone fit to perform
their normal daily duties and prepare themselves for
civil life, for in civil life one has to be fit, or starve.
As heard on parade the other day, some will never live
long enough to be a Life Member of the Past and
Present Association if they do not keep fit. Now to
give the results of the Company Sports.
100 YARDS.—(1) L/Cpl. Mullinger; (2) Cpl. Kelly;
(3) L/Cpl. Parsons.
220 YARDS.—(1) Cpl. Kelly; (2) L/Cpl. Mullinger;
(3) Pte. Bourne.
440 YARDS.—(1) L/Cpl. Mullinger; (2) Cpl. Kelly ;
(3) Cpl. Kerry.
880 YARDS.—(1) 2/Lt. R. F. Parry ; (2) Pte. Knight ;
(3) L/Cpl. Yates.
1 MILE.—(1) 2/Lt. R. F. Parry ; (2) Pte. Wilson ;
(3) Pte. Knight.
3 MILES.—(1) 2/Lt. R. F. Parry; Pte. Knight; (3)
L/Cpl. Smith.
HURDLES— (1) Cpl. Kelly; (2) L/Cpl. Mullinger; (3)
L/Cpl. Parsons.
_
PUTTING THE WEIGHT.—(1) Cpl. Kelly; (2) Cpl.
Baker ; (3) L/Cpl. Smith.
HIGH JUMP.—(1) 2/Lt. R. F. Parry ; (2) Pte. Sullivan ;
(3) Cpl. Baker.
,
LONG JUMP.—(1) 2/Lt. R. F. Parry; (2) L/Cpl.
Mullinger ; (3) Cpl. Kelly.
THREELEGGED GAS MASK RACE.—Cpls. Baker and
Fagg.
BEST ATHLETIC PLATOON.—(1) No. 1 ; (2) No. 4;
(3) No. 3 ; (4) No. 2.
.
All the above are to be congratulated on their fine
performance; also all the " also rans " who entered.
On the conclusion of the sports the prizes were
presented by the Company Commander (Capt. H. C. T.
Stronge, D.S.O., M.C.) who afterwards entertained
the N.C.O.'s to tea, which was greatly appreciated by
all of them.
Whilst I am dealing with sports I would like to
congratulate all ranks of the Company who took part
in the Battalion Individual Races. No doubt a full
account will be given by the Battalion correspondent.
The prize winners in the Company were as follows:—
2/Lt. R. F. Parry: 2nd, Long Jump ; 2nd, High
Jump ; 1st, 880 yards.
Cpl. Kelly: 3rd, Putting the weight; 2nd, 100
yards; 2nd, 220 yards; 2nd, 440 yards;
2nd, 120 yards Hurdles.
L/Cpl. Marchant: 3rd, Throwing the Cricket Ball.
In the two mile relay race we managed to get
second place. It was a very good race and L/Cpl.
Yates is to be congratulated on his fine finish in pulling
us into that position.
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Last of all the one mile relay for the InterCompany
Relay Shield. Our team consisted of 2/Lt. R. F. Parry,
Cpl. Kelly, L/Cpl. Mullinger and Pte. Bourne. After
a very hard run, in which Mr. Parry gave a fine
performance in the halfmile, we managed to walk off
with the Shield. I have heard that another Company
has not yet recovered from the shock ! Anyhow, pass
the " Goddards " on, please.
Now to get down to an entirely different subject,
that is, shooting. The Company have been fairly
successful in Rifle Shooting, having reached an average
of 817 in Part II., Table "B," also having produced
21 marksmen. Still a little more practise is required
in "bobbing Joey" for had we done better in that
practise, we should have had a greater average; that
was the thing that upset everyone. This is a good
improvement on last year, when "A" Company was
bottom in shooting. Still the people that cause all
holding responsible positions to die early creep in the
" Bung." We had hopes of doing away with them
this year, but they bobbed up again, like a bad coin.
Let us hope that they manage to get out on repetition.
Pte. Humphreys managed to put up the best score in
the Company with 118.
I shall have some news of the Battalion Team
events for next month, although we now know that we
were third. Quite good, better than last year.
I might say in conclusion that the Company is
creeping up the ladder this year and we can only hope
that we keep going on the same and not start sliding
down again. Above all, turn out and train, even if
we cannot do anything, we can learn to keep fit. Now
then, next event—Evelyn Wood Competition.
The Drums.
I must apologise for not sending any notes last month, hut there
was nothing much to write about, and there is not so much this month
either.

We have just completed our Annual Musketry Course and we have
only two " Bungs " with two more to fire. The two casualties were
Alf and Cyril:
We are beating a Massed Retreat on the Command Central Ground,
on Wednesday, the 16th, before H.M. The King, who is visiting Aider
shot for five days and we shall start practicing for the Searchlight
Tattoo.
Battalion Sports are taking place on the 15th of May. Further
information will be found elsewhere.
We are sorry tohave to holdup the First Battalion Drums for the
Photograph. It is all packed up and ready to Send so they can look
forward to receiving it soon. The "Drums" and" AntiTanks" who
form our Group are doing very well in "H.Q." Wing Company Sports
and we hope to top the ladder by the end of the present Sports year.
There is no more to say this time as news is lacking.
THINGS

WE SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW.

What happened to the Bungs of Monte Video ? Ask Dick ! and
is he going to teach our Alf to shoot ?
Has " Tronky " completed Fixing " Ticky " yet ?
What about the instalments on" The King's English Dictionaries ?"
Is the day tlie 17th.
(NAVONOD) A.O.F.B. (1819).

Signal Section.
Like the mouse, who after paying a visit to the beer barrel, stood
up on its hind legs and said : " Now for that d...d cat," so are we,
refreshed by our Company and Regimental Sports, getting ready for
the trials of classification. Success—to all.
We congratulate Ptes. Tobin and Bates on obtaining the First
rigw Certificate (all subjects); also Ptes. Harrison and C. Johnson.
Let us hope that our Sergeant will emulate " Brace's Spider"—with
luck.
The Old Hands ». Young Hands Cricket Match was an interesting
affair; the former winning by nineteen runs. It is freely rumoured
that the Y.H.'s are more anxiously than patiently awaiting their
revenge.
Finally, en passant, we would like to draw attention to our garden.
A word of thanks is due to those who have devoted their spare time in
this direction. We hear of so many wishing to be termed " old
sweats" that we are rather surprised that none of them anticipate,
being gardeners in the near future.
THINGS

WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW.

How are Bouzers hatched ?
Who owns the B.S.A. and how many have had a ride ?
Who will be the best man and whether a tea service really is a suit
able wedding present ?
" NONENTITY,
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<<B" Company.

Here's health to the Shield—the winners of the past, the prerent
and the future. No. 7 Platoon managed to win the coveted trophy
from No. 5 Platoon after a very strenuous battle—probably the greatest
history has yet recorded. The most exciting period of this tussle
was just previous to the TugofWar, when Nos. 7 and 8 Platoons
were both to the fore with " six " just behind. If No. 7 had won, or
come second in this, the Shield would have been theirs without further
dispute, but they happened to be third, so that 7 and 8 were tieing for
first place. Capt. Wilson then drew from the " hat" the paper decid
ing the final and the "Long Jump" jumped right into his hand,
and sodid Marsden, who beat Cpl. Foad, thus winning for No. 7 Platoon,
by the odd point.
We must congratulate several competitors andconsequent winners
whose names are Marsden, Cpl. Clinker, Moat and Mr. Reeves
(especially as he provided the most acceptable prizes of the day), one
for the Egg and Spoon Race and the other for the " Spud Race."
We also wish them the very best of luck in the Battalion Sports
in which we hope to give "C" Company a jolly good run. By the
time these notes are in print we shall know the best or worst as the
case may be.
I am not going to mention anything about this year's Cross Guns,
etc.,—it is not creditable enough in a company with a reputation like
ours.
RESULTS OF THE COMPANY SPORTS.
100 YARDS.—Marsden (7); Moat (7); Sgt. Marsh (5).
220 YARDS.—Marsden (7); Moat (7); L/Cpl. Sirett (7).
440 YARDS.—Mr. Reeves (5); Marsden (7).
880 YARDS.—Mr. Reeves (5); Gainey (6); Williams (7).
ONE MILE.—Gainey (6); Pilgrim (6).
CRICKET BALL.—Moat (7); Clinker (6); Charlton (8); L/Cpl.

Sirett (7).

PUTTING THE SHOT.—Mr. Parry (8); Sgt. Marsh (5); L/Cpl. Sirett
LONG^ JUMP.—Cpl. Clinker (6); Cpl. Foad (8); Marsden (7).
HIGH JUMP.—Cpl. Clinker (6); Gainey (6): Cpl. Foad (8).
TUOOFWAR.—No. 8 Platoon, 5 Platoon, 7 Platoon and 6 Platoon.
EGG AND SPOON RACE.—Walters (7).
SPUD RACE.—Gardner (7).

The two latter were the cause of much hilarity.

DOING ONE.

5 PLATOON NOTES.

Once more the worst of the year's training is over and we are now
getting our eyes down to Shooting. We hope to get the best shooting
Platoon of the best shooting Company.
The Company Sports were held on May 3rd and went off with great
success, thanks to the officers and other who " did their bit.
'
C.H.U.R.T.
No. 7 Platoon took the Shield from us this year so they can buy
the " Bluebell" for it.
7 PLATOON NOTES.

We vote a hearty three cheers to all those who enabled us to win
back the aforementioned " Trophy " and we wish 5 Platoon to know
that we can easily afford to buy Bluebell for the Shield for at least
three years in succession. The events of the Sports are published in
Company Notes. We did exceptionally well in the Finals, if not too
great in the number of entries.
THINGS

WE WANT TO KNOW.

Was she wearing a brown costume and a coat to match ?
l° *\vh<m

Refer

does a Lewis Gun Rapid Fire ? and is " Dab" a fleetfoot

target ?
What made the wind suddenly die down? Is it because the
" Ginger" has gone away ?
. , „ . . . ..
,
Is it necessary to have " brains1 to get a girl ? Ana should 140yd
commit suicideoveri t?
. . . .
,,
..
Can we get a first class ride to the tange for a tanner and does
Hammond's bike come under this system—probably a case of a
" Rickety Rackety Shack."
Can the following be edited in " Comic Cuts ?
Yew jess sea mee—Wen I starts 2 rite draggan notes, I se goin 2
mak the dust flie. I'll mak our present Editor 'nash his teef—jess
yew wate til nex' munf.—HAROLD LLOYD !!!
Is the best wee lassie's name Jinnie ? Ask Jock.
DOING ONE.

"C" Oompany.
During the past month we have been very glad to welcome back
to the Company, Capt. and Bt.Major F. Whitaker, M.C., who has been
away from us for some four years.
We have been very busy recently on account of Annual Musketry,
Company Sports and preparation for Battalion Sports.
The results of the Company Sports, which were carried out on the
T e a ma n d R e l a yS y s t e m , w e r ea sf o l l o w s ^
100 X 220 x 440 x 880 x 1 Mile 3 Mile Hurds.JumpJump
Relay Relay Relay Relay Team Team Relay Team Team Shot
9 Platoon... Ill
10 Platoon... 3
3
2
11 Platoon... 2
2
3
12 Platoon... 4
4
4

2
4
3

1

3
4
2

1

2
4
3

1

3}
3}
2

1

2
3
4

1

4
3
1

2
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Beneath

W

HY is it that
it always rains
on
Albuhera
Day ?
Soon we shall learn
that it is a hopeless
task to arrange for
some essentially out
door event to take
place and cater for
some indoor amuse
ment only ; by that
time May 16th can
probably be relied on
to turn up a fine day
with as great a regu
larity as Good Friday
(have you ever noticed that it is always fine
011 Good Friday?) and our efforts will
still be in vain. This is generally termed
' the irony of fate.'
This year, every preparation had been
made to hold the Depot Sports 011 Albuhera
Day. All the heats had been run off and
many of the recruits' relatives had accepted
the invitation to see how their ' boys in the
army ' lived in barracks and fared in athletic
contest and, incidentally, to take tea with
them.
By midday, fathers, mothers, aunts,
brothers, sisters, cousins and friends could be
found in little groups all over barracks, being
shown round in the rain by some proud
' young Arthur.' It was impossible to hold
the sports on such a day, so they were
cancelled. What could be done ?
Then Professor Bilbas, who, fortunately,
arrived in Canterbury the previous night,
came to the rescue. The Prince of Wales'
Institute was hurriedly prepared, while the
groups of relatives were being entertained in
the Sergeants' Mess and an excellent after
noon's amusement, in the form of a conjuring
display, was provided by the Professor,
preceded by community singing led by C.S.M.
Howard and songs by Sergeant Smith.
Afterwards some three hundred odd sat
down in the drill shed to tea, for which
congratulations are due to Sergeant Rowe,
and by the evening, those relatives who might
have "thought in a weak moment that their
' boy ' was leading a hard life in the army,
had obviously reversed their opinions.
The day was rounded off by an excellent
all ranks' dance in the Gymnasium to non
stop music, with an interval when Professor
Bilbas again amazed everyone by a display
of magic.
At present it is rather uncertain when
exactly the Depot Sports will be held, but,
given a fine day, it will be before June 6th,

Bell Harry.
for on that date the Nivelle Squad finishes its
time here and departs for Aldershot to join
the 2nd Battalion.
A few days previous to the day fixed for
the sports a crosscountry run was held to
count for points towards the InterSquad
Shield and to compete for the handsome
challenge cup, which Major Jackson has
presented on relinquishing command of the
Depot. We were glad that he was present,
having completed his course at the Senior
Officers' School and being oil leave prior to
going to Aldershot, to make a farewell speech
and to present the cup to Pte. Hurley, the
first man home, who recorded an excellent
time and should do well in the future. The
Nive Squad beat the senior squad, the Nivelle,
on points for the Shield.
The same day, a Regimental Guest night
was held in the Officers' Mess as a farewell
to Major Jackson. The other guests of the
evening were the Very Rev. The Dean of
Canterbury, Brig.General R. Macdouall and
Colonel Findlay.
On Friday, 18th May, the second cabaret
ball in aid of the Buffs' Benevolent Fund,
preparations for which were mentioned in
last month's Dragon, materialised and was
as great a success as last year's was. Sir
Theodore Brinckman stayed in the mess and
we should like to take this opportunity of
thanking him for his handsome present of
a Cup to be competed for. A dinner party
of 46 was held in the mess before the dance,
the number necessitating using the ante
room as a dining room. The P.M.C., Pte.
Mills, the cook, and the mess staff are all to
be congratulated in providing such an excellent
menu with efficient service—none too easy
a job in the army.
No doubt the cabaret ball is described
elsewhere.
Before concluding these notes, mention
must be made of a tactical exercise with the
Queen's Royal Regiment stationed at Dover.
One of their companies was on a three
days' march. The first day the Nivelle Squad
marched out to take up a defensive position
against them and an interesting ' scheme'
ensued. The Queen's Drums played us back
as far as Bridge—fifty minutes' marching—
without stopping playing. This appears to
be a habit of theirs and it was certainly
appreciated. The total distance of marching
for the recruits was 13 miles, apart from the
scheme, but according to most, they enjoyed
it immensely. They certainly acquitted them
selves very well, as the march took place in
the hot spell, which we experienced for too
short a time.
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One weekend the 4th Battalion held a
tactical exercise here. The depot played a
hockey match—also on a hot day !—with them
on the Saturday and no less than 90 N.C.O.'s
and men turned up to spend the weekend,
arid take part in trie exercise the following
day

E.A.A.

Sergeants' Mess.

We extend a hearty welcome, to Sgt. Gibson on his
posting from the 1st Battalion to the Depot for a tour
of duty. He is at present enjoying a wellearned
leave and getting himseif ready for the cricket season.
We also haye to welcome L/Sgt. Allen to the Mess on
his appointment to L/Sgt.
Congratulations to Sgt. Marsh and L/Sgts. Harvey
and Allen on obtaining their first class certificates;
also to several other members of the mess on. their
having passed in various subjects.
At the Whist Drive held on 17th April, Mrs. Dance,
Mrs. Giles and Mrs. Gutteridge took the ladies prizes,
while Mrs. Gill, Miss Martin and Mr. Tutt secured the
gents.
Tennis is now in full swing and W.O. Collins and
Sergeants Smith, Burville and Tutt are hard at it at the
cricket nets.
>
The last Whist Drive of the season took place on
2nd May, when Mrs. Tull and Mrs. Hawkhurst took the
ladies' prizes, while the gents' prizes.went to Mr. Martin
and Miss Martin.
The following is the result of the Monthly Spoon
Shoots
jots for 1928 to date :—
JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH
APRIL
MAY ...

Silver Spoon.

R.Q.M.S. Ings.
Sgt. Smith.
Sgt. Watson.
Sgt. Tutt.
Sgt. Burville.

Wooden Spoon.

C.Q.M.S. Norwood.
Sgt. Shorter.
R.S.M. Potter.
L/Sgt. Allen.
Sgt. Martin.

Trained Men's Notes.
We all wish Pte. J. Laker the best of luck in the 2nd Battalion
where he has been reposted and we shall sadly miss our " Sub."
comrade. Also we hope Pte. Spokes (Tarzan) has settled down in
the 2nd Battalion by now. We welcome Pte. Whittaker from the
2nd Battalion who has come down to take over the duties of Sergeants'
Mess cook and we also extend a welcome to Ptes. Hobbs, Steele, Bright,
Hughes and Barker, who have come down herefor a course of motoring
pending discharge into civvy life. (Good old 3 and 9).
The Football season being over, we now. look forward to a good
Cricket season. We wound up our football season by having six
representatives in the Depot Team in the last league match of the
season, away from home at Boughton, and then we only won by 9
goals to 2.
We are looking forward to a successful cricket season and we hope
to get a few matches in the evenings against the Guards or minor
clubs.'
We fired our Annual Weapon Course this month and needless to say
only one of ns is on PokeyDie; the others are still hanging on to
their extra tanner a day.
We are sorry to hear that Pte. Parberry has gone into " Dock "
with his knee and we all hope he will soon be out as we need him in our
Cricket Eleven. Perhaps " Narrer" in the 2nd Battalion would like
to drop him a few lines. His address is : " Military Hospital, Shorn
cliffe.
_
THINGS

WE WANT TO KNOW.

BOTTLES.

Have we got another Bill Casey ?
Can strange faces be seen on Police ?
Has our " Bill" got that N.A.A.F.I. feeling ? Ask him;
Are Flannels a real hit with the trained men ? Ask them.
And would the answer be " YES " ?
Is Sandy still a member of the " Cork Club ? "
BOTTLES

Commands.
MajorGeneral Sir W. E. Ironside, K.C.B., C.M.G.,
D.S.O., has been appointed General Officer Com
manding, Meerut District, India, in succession to
MajorGeneral Sir G. McK. Franks, K.C.B. (20th
1
October, 1928).

201

4th Battalion.
rp HE

Battalion

has

once

I _L again reached full strength

in officers and men. Dover has
specially distinguished itself by
raising twenty recruits in the last
few weeks. Judging by answers
from employers, our numbers in
camp should come well up to
expectation.
Mr. Geering and Mr. Marbin
have joined our .Weald Company,
and we wish to extend a hearty
welcome to them both.
Captain Witts has been
suffering from the distressing
complaint, lumbago, but he is
on the road to complete recovery.
Our congratulations to Mr.
Machin on his recent engage
ment. Also we must congratulate
Major Keeler on his well deserved
award of the Territorial Decoration. Surely he is one
of the very few who can boast of a Long Service and
Good Conduct Medal and the T.D. ? It would be
interesting to know if there are any other members
of the Regiment who holds these decorations.
We had a Battalion Tactical Exercise at Molash
on April 28th/29th. The attendance must constitute
another record, as 17 officers and 95 N.C.O.'s attended.
The weather was kind and we hope that everyone
spent a useful day in the country. On the 28th we had
an officers' hockey match v. the Depot and were only
beaten 3—2. We hope to make this an annual fixture,
and it will give our officers longer notice to go into 
stricter training, as many officers seemed to have aged
considerably as the game progressed. We would
specially like to thank the Depot for all the
kindness and help they afforded us, as without it, it
would be almost impossible to run such successful
shows.
On May 13th all Companies held Company tactical
exercises, "A," "B," and "D," at Bekesbourne and
"C" at Hawkhurst. There was a good attendance at
both these places.
By this time next month we shall have nearly
completed our fortnight in camp. The advance party
leaves on May 29th.
J.R.W.
"A" Company (Thanet).

At Margate, on Sunday, May 20tli, 1928, the Sandwich, Ramsgate,
Margate and Heme Bay Detachments of the above, numbering some
130 strong, held a Church Parade at St. Paul's Church, Clifto.nville, at
11 a.m. The fine Battalion Corps of Drums, under Sgt.brummer
Tripp, headed the procession and the Colours, bv special permission
of BrevetCol. E. B. Burns, were carried to church. The officers on
Parade were Capt. C. S. F. Witts, T.D., O/C. "A" Company, Lieut.
G. R. Warner, whilst Lieut. D. P. Iggulden carried the King's Colour
and 2/Lieut. H. D. Rose, the Regimental Colour. The ColourSergts.
were Sergts. Gardener, Ashley and Emptage. The Ramsgate and
Margate Detachments paraded under arms with rifles and fixed bayonets
The procession, some 170 strong, made an imposing spectacle and
through the kindness of Mr. Sherbourne, Manager of the Ramsgate
Picture House, all concerned were filmed and many photographs were
taken by the Sunbeam Photographic Coy., Margate.
An excellent sermon was preached by the Rev. H. Pegg, Vicar of
St. Paul's, who received our colours and deDosited the same at the
Altar. The Lessons were read by Lieut. G. R!Warner.
At the close of the Luncheon, His Worship the Mayor of Margate
(Councillor E. Tofts Fasham, J.P.) and Colonel E. O. Skey, J.P., paid
a surprise visit to the Drill Hall and welcomed the Buffs to Margate in
the name of the Town and said how honoured they were to have had
Margate chosen for the Empire Day Parade. Both Gentlemen made
most excellent patriotic speeches and special reference was .made to
the pmt now being played by the Citizen Soldier in serving the Empire
by giving up his spare time to training so as to be ready in case of
need. Col. Skey informed all concerned that it was his intention to
notify Colonel Burns of the.respect which tlie Margate citizens had paid
to his Battalion's Colours.
His Worship the Mayor and Mayoress of Margate and Col. Skey
attended the Divine Service.
Major Powell Cotton, in response to a request from Lieut. Rose,
!iasi kindly promised to present a very handsome leopard skin to the
A Company Bugle Band, for which all ranks tender him tlieir grate
ful thanks. (We understand they could have had a live leooard if
they had asked for it).
G.R.W. Margate.
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Blinder and Dusty.

<G" (Weald) Company.
By the time these notes appear Camp will be in full swing and the
pleasurable anticipation of this excellent fortnight will become even
sweeter with the fact.
At the moment of writing these notes it is raining hard and a fire is
welcome, so the above paragraph is more in the nature of a prayer than
a prophecy.
We would remind our friends in the other Companies who aspire
to the Harris Shield that a flatiron is an essential part of their Camp
equipment, but even so, we have every intention of bringing the Shield
back to the Weald again. So, look alive, everybody !
Those of us who took part in tlie battle of Shottenden thoroughly
enjoyed it and we owe a great deal to the Depot for the way in which
they once more helped us and housed us.
The new Annual Musketry Course might well be called " Musketry
without Tears." A third class shot be a very " rara avis and the
Battalion average a very high one.
The officers and N.C.O.'s of the Company carried out a useful
Tactical Scheme at Seacox Hall, on May 13th and manag«i to capture
the " Cross Keys " before two o'clock, a most essential factor in the
success of any scheme—at any rate in the Weald.
It has stopped raining and the writer of these notes feels that the
call of the open air and the fleeting sunshine is too strong for him so—
Good afternoon, everybody.
A E LH
DOVER DETACHMENT.

,

We are naturally very pleased that, since receiving the request
from our Commanding Officer to recruit the Battalion up to strength,
we have met with some measure of success in obtaining 18 recruits in
our Company (16 in Dover and 2 in Folkestone) and we are even more
pleased to hear that the Battalion is once again on the eve of Camp,
up to full strength.
On Wednesday, 25th April, some 50 members of the Company at
Dover proceeded to visit our comrades at Folkestone on the occasion
of their Recruiting Meeting and Smoking Concert. During the evening
our Drums, under Sgt.Drummer Tripp, contributed to the programme
and Drummer Moores competed against a member of the Manchester
Regiment with the "Roped Square." The Manchester Regiments
representative won the contest, but Drummer Moores proved to all
that with a little more training he will become a most excellent addition
to our Battalion Boxing Team. Our evening at Folkestone was a most
enjoyable one and we should like to congratulate those who were
responsible for the excellent organisation of the Meeting.
During the month we competed on the Miniature Range against
the local Sea Scouts and tlieir Scoutmasters who succeeded in defeating
us by 139 points, the scores being :—Sea Scouts, 561 ; Buffs, 422.
Musketry is going on apace and we hope to nearly complete our
Annual Musketry Course with the exception of the AntiAircraft
Lewis Gun Section and the Machine Gun Section before going to Camp.
The Drums are proceeding to Margate on Sunday, the 20tli May,
to play "A" Company to Church and to beat" Retreat" in the evening.
The Drums have now reached the 50 mark and are very grateful to the
fViniTngndinp officer for obtaining for them Regimental Dress Cords
which will undoubtedly add to the general appearance both on the
/waqinna when they " Beat RetreatT' and also to their walkingout
Dress.
FOLKESTONE DETACHMENT.

The Folkestone Detachment held a Concert and Prize Distribution
in the Drill Hall, on Wednesday, April 25tb.
Those present included the Mayor, Alderman Wood, in the Chair ;
Colonel Stansfield Commanding Shorncliffe Garrison; Major Field,
Commanding the Depot at Canterbury ; Colonel Burns, Commanding
4th Battalion The Buffs; Captains Willows, and Coote, Lieutenants
Sherwood, Brooke and Wagland.
The Detachment were very pleased to welcome other officers from
Shorncliffe Garrison; also residents in Folkestone. The Hall was
tastefully decorated by Q.M.S. Philpott and his willing helpers.
Thanks to the magnificent help given by the Band of the South
Staffordshire Regiment and the splendid boxing display by the
Manchester Regiment, the programme was thoroughly enjoyed by the
large number who had assembled. Also our thanks are due to the
Command Gvmnasium Staff who so kindly lent us their Ring and
helped us with all the necessaries for the boxing.
Our own Battalion Drums added to the enjoyment of the concert
by playing up to their usual standard.
Colonel Burns kindly presented the prizes to the following :—
C.Q.M.S. A. Philpott, best shot in the Detachment; Cpl. Ransome,
best shot as Section Leader; Pte. Moore, best shot as Private ; Cpl.
Irvine and Cpl. Harthill, tied as best shot for Lewis Gun; Pte. H.
Barthorpe, best allround recruit for year.
The following firms kindly gave prizes:—Messrs. Victory, Stephen
son and Marchaht.

HINTS

FOR THE

ORDERLY ROOM.

'(V7~ER know, Donkey," said Blinder, "I reckons
I
as 'ow they ought to 'ave some of them there
texts from tie Bible 'anging up in tie blinking orderly
room."
" I agrees wiv yer Blinder. Look what it ud mean
to the likes of me and you if the C.O. shotted
us standing under " Spare us, oh Lord " or say " Our
guardian angels by our side." Why Blinder,
'e couldn't punish us, for that's where yumanity comes
in!"
" Yus!" answered Blinder. " But what if yer
seed a notice 'anging on the wall behind the old man's
rbair "An eye for an eye an' a toof for a
blinking toof ?" Of course, ye might see a staring
yer in the Jim Mace summit abawt acasting yer into
the lion's den or
"
" Chuck it—chuck it " chipped in Donkey gawd
lummie, we aint agoing to ave any of them there
texts and on second forts—second forts, Blinder—I've
changed me mind. Lets 'ave songs instead."
" Songs ?" queries Blinder. " What—songs ?"
" Yus, mate—songs. When yer gets marched in
for a drunk, yer'd see on the Commanding Orficer's
table ' Drink to me only wiv yer eyes' and if yer got
rushed in for pinching, or abeing absent from Tattoo
to Reveille, the Sgt.Major would 'ang round yer for
the old man to squirt at' I didn't mean to do it.' Yer
see, Blinder boy, they'd 'ave the fust line of a song for
every blooming crime in the ' Army Act' _ and the
blinking orderly room would become a stepping stone
to 'eaven."
" But what abawt the song for when yer comes out
of the orderly room ?" spoke Blinder. " I < 'spose
they'd 'ave ' Pack up yer troubles in yer old kit bag.'
That ud be a stepping stone to turning abawt and
going in again."
" Oh no Blinder boy. They would'nt 'ave that.
What I reckons it ud be is ' Tatta, Tatta, Tatta,
Tatta, Tatta.' Yer'd read the fust line 'anging over
the door, then wave yer 'and to the Colonel and come
dancing awt of the blinking orderly room like a two
year old, singing the 'ole chorus. It ud all be done
to make the orderly room what they calls attractive
for all ranks."
" Yer know, Donkey—I aint got so much faif in
orderly room, as you as. Once the C.O. told me to
buck up and not let the grass grow under me feet, and
the perishing moment I poked me nose awtside
the orderly room, the provost sergeant wanted to
know 'as 'ow many days I 'ad got. When I told 'im
* seven' and I wasn't agoing to let the grass grow
under me feet 'e says, ' I'll see to that; double orf
and get yer fork and turn out on grass picking.' They
didn't give me a blooming chance to let the stuff sprout
up before they 'ad me grazing wiv me mitts."
" Quite right, Blinder—quite right. Blinder " spoke
young Jack Smith, who, however, didn't want to be
mixed up in topics in orderly rooms, as he was about
to seek permission to marry a yorkshire lass. I don't
know why he should wed a girl from that part of the
country when so many young ladies of attractive
features can be found in Ashford, Dover, Chatham
and Canterbury, Perhaps its because poor old Jack
Smith has never had the opportunity of seeing these
'Kentish Apples' of the 'Garden of England.' ' I
reckons Potherbs is the best thing to 'ang up in the
orderly room like they used to do at the Depot" he
said.
" Potherbs ?" queried Blinder. " Potherbs ?"
"No, 'e means Proverbs" interjected old
' Stocking,' who was recently promoted to look after
the potatoe peelers.
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" Yus—thats it—Proverbs " said young J ack
Smith. I always gets mixed up wiv them things wiv
'erbs in 'em. I remembers over the door of the orderly
room at Canterbury they 'ad a notice ' Look before yer
leap ' and the sergeantmajor was in such an 'urry to
get me inside, that I fell over the blinking mat, knocked
down the C.O.'s table and pitched the C.O. on to the
deck. There wasn't 'alf a scramble ; before I knew
where I was there was about twenty on 'em asitting
on me chest. The sergeantmajor was yelling for tlie
guard to turn awt and I was carried midst rifles and
bayonets and slung on the old ' wooden ' bed where
many a bloke whose made 'istery in the regiment 'as
been slung before. Of course the C.O. wouldn't 'ear
of me being crimed wiv attempted murder.s o 'e gave
me the benefit of the doubt and dismissed the case.
Then they altered the Poterb—I means Proverb—and
shoved up ' A rolling stone gawers no moss,' but old
Spud Austen pinched it one night, stuck it over the
guard room door and made it read: 'A rolling Buff
gets a night's doss' and that finished them there
Proverbs because the P.R.I, made a cdfnplaint that
the Depot recruits 'ad gone on the cot. and there was
no funds to 'ave a married women's outing to Margate."
" That's rotten " said Stocking, the potatoe peeler.
" I nearly got shoved in for nuffinck once. All us
recruits were on parade when the orficer says ' Tell
me what yer knows about Bridge.' Well Iasks for
a couple of packs of cards, when 'e shouts at me ' Don't
be a lunatic—I means the village where yer goes a
routemarching.'...At once the sergeantmajor yells
' Stand to a tishup when the officer's aspeaking' and
I was agoing to do it when the drill instructor says
' Put yer 'at on straight' and blow me tight, the
moment I raised me 'and if the blinking Corporal—of
course 'e 'ad to say summit—didn't shout ' Get yer
fumbs be'ind the seams of yer trousers, will yer.' Next
morning I was on a ration for not obeying orders and
got three extra fatigues. What do yer fink I did ?"
" Don't know" replied J ack Smith.
" Well, I 'ad to scrub the Corporal's cot awt
because 'e wasn't old enough to 'ave a bunk to 'imself;
clean the Drill Sergeant's boots and mind the Sergeant
Major's baby whilst 'is missus went to the pictures
and 'e went to the mess !"
J.E.

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
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TRANSFERS TO ARMY RESERVE.

The undermentioned were transferred to Army Reserve, 17428 :—
6281911 Pte. Allsop, 6079315 Pte. Belsom, 6281969 Pte. Baker,
6281579 Pte. Bradley, 6281604 Pte. Barber, 6281607 Pte. Burrows,
6281750 Pte. Brown, 6282031 Pte. Berry, 6281896 Pte. Balaam,
2703633 Pte. Batho, 6281736 Pte. Butler, 6281794 Pte. Barton,
6281565 Pte. Back, 6281728 Pte. Barton, 6281745 Pte. Colley, 6281614
Pte. Clarke, 6281809 Pte. Cooper, 6281606 Pte. Chittenden, 6281682
Pte. Elsey, 6281919 Pte. Gore, 6281613 Pte. Gillis, 6281683
. Pte. Humphrey, 6281925 Pte. Hook, 6281693 Pte. Hales, 6278900
Pte. Jones, 6282035 Pte. Kavanagh, 6281161 Pte. Locke, 6281910
Pte. Lacey, 3002300 Pte. Monaghan, 6281913 Pte. Morecroft, 5987651
Pte. Mabbitt, 6282023 L/Cpl. Maycock, 6281812 Pte. Murphy, 6281687
Pte. Porrier, 6282058 Pte. Pearce, 6280670 Pte. Perkins, 6281993
Pte. Rutty, 6281931 L/Cpl. Savage, 6281923 L/Cpl. Stokes, 6281785
Pte. Sargeant, 6281793 Pte. Stevens, 6281704 Pte. Stocker, 6282022
Pte. Thorn, 6281672 Pte. Tribe, 6281756 Pte. Wilkins, 6281757 Pte.
White, 6281787 Pte. Walker, 6281575 Pte. Wright, 6279800 Pte.
Williams, 6281580 L/Cpl. Walker.
The undermentioned were transferred to Army Reserve on 304
1928:—
6278789 Pte. A. Gowen, 6280997 Pte. W. Perry, 6280893 Pte. A.
Law, 6281020 Pte. S. Hayden, 6281015 Pte. S. Swinbourne, 6280897
Pte. A. Moore, 6280898 Pte. S. Humbles, 6281073 Pte. E. Turner,
6280889 Cpl. W. Hughes.
DLSKMHARK \TION.

The undermentioned disembarked at Southampton, 14428,
e\ff .7". Dorsetshire and joined this Depot tlie same day :—
6280897 Pte. Meero, 6280899 Cpl. Hughes, 6281070 Pte. Turner,
6280898 Pte. Humbles, 6281020 Pte. Haydon, 6280893 Pte. Law,
6280997 Pte. Perrv, 6278789 Pte. Gowen, 6280105 Pte. Swinhorne,
6280347 Pte. Stamford, 2308404 Pte. Cowling, 6279153 Sgt. Gibson.

The 2nd Battalion.

TRANSFER TO ARMY RESERVE.

6283396 Pte. G. Vice, "M.G.," transferred to the Armv Reserve,
22428.
6279192 Cpl. F. Bartley, "B," transferred to the Army Reserve,
27428.
6279196 Cpl. G. Wilkins, "B," transferred to the Army Reserve,
1528.
6279197 Cpl. C. Peett, "B," transferred to the Army Reserve,
2528.
6282962 Pte. T. Hodgson, "A," transferred to the Army Reserve,
28428.
6279218 Bdin. G. Fieldsend, "H.Q.," transferred to the Army
Reserve, 7528.
6281912 Pte. F. Goldfinch, "B," transferred to the Army Reserve,
5528.
6282787 Pte. E. Friend, "C," transferred to Army Reserve, 125
28

7817479 Pte. W. Cook, "B," transferred to Army Reserve, 135

28

DISCHARGES.

6280119 Pte. A. Thomas, "H.Q.," discharged 24428, under
K.R. 363 (xxi).
7212082 L/Cpl. F. Burton, "C," discharged 29428 under K.R.
363 (xxi).
6283332 Pte. J. Millan, "B," discharged 4528 under K.R. 363
(xvi) (a).
6283351 Pte. F. Clarke, "A, discharged 5528 under K.R. 363
(*)

6283399 Pte. E. Hawkins, "A," Discharged 7528 under K.R. 363.
4385202 Pte. W. Harbron, "M.G.," discharged 14528.
RECRUIT.

Boy A. Neeves, attested 2528, for 2nd Battalion for normal
period (9 years Colours and 3 years Reserve), as from attaining age of
18 vears, i.e., 1432.

4TH BN. THE BUFFS.—Qrmr. and Major F. H. Keeler having
attained the age limit for retirement, retires and retains his rank
(April 20th); F. G. Verlander to be Qrmr. with the rank of Lt. (April
20th).
4TH BN. THE BUFFS.—Lt. J. P. Geering, late Hampshire Yeo.,
to be Lt. (March 9th).
4TH BN. THE BUFFS.—K. S. Machin (late Cadet Lce.Corpl., Lancing
Coll. Contgt., Jun. Div., O.T.C.) to be Sec.Lt. (Feb. 28th).

Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporals, 27428 :—
6282316 Dmr. V. Toms, "H.Q." ; 6282122 Dmr. A. Hills, "H.Q." ;
6282969 Pte. C. Woodcock, "C" ; 6653966 Pte. H. Tracey, "M.G." ;
6283436 Pte. M. Flanagan, "M.G." ; 1664830 Pte. A. Cannon, "B" ;
6283169 Pie. J. Gowen, "M.G.," ; 4445582 Pte. C. Robbins, "B" ;
6082359 Pte. F. Braidwood, "C" ; 6283599 Pte. T. Gambrill, "C."

The King has been graciously pleased to confer tlie Territorial
Decoration upon the undermentioned officer under the terms of the
Royal Warrant dated October 13th, 1920 :—
4TH BN. THE BUFFS.—Qr.Mr. and Major F. H. Keeler (ret.)

6282975 Pte. F. Baker, "H.Q.," extended his Service to complete
7 years with the Colours, 11428.
6281483 L/Cpl. E. Blanch, "A," extended to complete 12 years
Colour Service, 10528.

TERRITORIAL FORCE.

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Attested as shewn :—
Recruits T. O'Connor, 12428 ; G. H. Firminger, 18428 ; E.
Ashman, 24 428; W. Soullion, 23428; G. Griggs, 25428;
D Beamont, 2528; H. Smith, 7528; R. Shoubridge, 7528;
R Tavlor, 10528; R. Fox, 11528; F. Gardner, 11528; T.
Leadley, 11528; W. Ranee, 12528 ; V. Simons, 7528; E
Briggs, 12528; C. Milne, 9528; R. Tarrant, 9528.
'

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

6278362 Sgt. P. Norwood, promoted ColourSergeant and appointed
C.Q.M.S., 17428.
6278733 Cpl. A. Allen, appointed Paid LanceSergeant.
6279670 L/Sgt. S. Page, promoted Sergeant, 24428.
1664671 Cpl. W. Payne, appointed Paid LanceSergeant, 24428.
6282366 L/Cpl E. Bishop, promoted Corporal, 24428.

APPOINTMENTS.

EXTENSION OF SERVICE.

The 4th Battalion.

The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are
taken on the strength and posted to Companies as shewn :—
6283947 Pte. G. Angell, "C" (Hk.), 29328 ; 6283935 Pte. A.
Blake, "A" (R), 27328 ; 6283952 Pte. J. Cock, "D" (D), 11428;
6283949 Pte. F. Driscoll, "A" (S), 5428; 6283953 Pte. H. Harxnan,
"D" (F), 11428 : 6283951 Pte. F. Hoad, "C" (C), 11428 : 6283948
Pte. S. Macey, "C" (Hk), 29328; 6283950 Pte. G. Olive, "B" (W),
11428; 6283945 Pte. A. Pantony, "A" (R), 3428; 6283946
Pte. J. Swain, "A" (R), 2428 ; 6283954 Pte. S. Pollard, "D" (D),
11428; 6283955 Pte. J. Snelling, "D" .(D), 14428: 6283962
Pte. R. Baker, "D" (D), 12428 ; 6283961 Pte. W. Baker, "D" (D),
12428; 6283958 Pte. H. Butler, "D" (D), 24428; 6283957 Bov
R. Cole, "D" (D), 24428; 6283959 Pte. S. Cole, "D" (D), 24428";
6283956 Pte. A. Graham, "D" (D), 16428; 6283960 Pte. R.
Hutchings, "C" (Hk.), 20428; 1071513 Pte. A. Newman, "D" (D),
24428 ; 6283963 Pte. G. Hall, "D" (F), 24428.

t

N.C.O's. Guide to Promotion

Established over 140 Years.

Brewers, Wine & Spirit,

H. & G. SIM0NDS, Ltd.

*.

READING

AND THE TAMAR BREWERY, DBVONPORT.

Infantry.

Under same control and management: Mackeson & Co., Ltd.
Hythe, Kent; South Berks Brewery Co., Ltd., Newbury.
This Guide has been recognized throughout the Army Unrivalled facilities for the supply of NAVAL, MILITARY and AIR
as a standard work for over 25 years, and many
FORCE CANTEENS and MESSES.

thousands of N.C.O's. have obtained their promotion
by its aid. All the subjects required for promotion.
Examinations areincluded, and each chapter is followed
by specially selected Questions and Answers which
will be found invaluable.

Vol.

1,

LanceCorporal to Corporal

NEW AND ENLARGED EDITION, containing 600 pages of
Text with Questions and Answers. Fully illustrated with
Plates and Diagrams.

6/6 (by post

7j).

Branch Stores and Offices:
Aldershot (Military Branch)—

Shorncliffe (and for Chatham.

DevoVport1'6—UThe ^"Tamar

slouSh

Farnborough Street
Farn
borough, Hants.
_
Brighton—(and for Worthing,
Bognor, Littlehampton, Lewes,
Seaford, Newhaven, Horsham,

Bre wiry.Devon port!
Farnborough (and for Royal
Military and Staff College,
Sandhurst and District) Farn

tesy

Hastings (and for Bexhill, Rye,
Winchelsea, etc.)—Mackeson
& Co., Ltcky The Brewery,

Vol. 2, Corporal to Sergeant
containing 700 pages of Text, with Questions and
Answers. FuUyulustratedwithPlatesandDiagrams.

Lcmdon—The'Plough Brewery,
SI6, Wandsworth Road, S.W. 8
Ludgershall (and for Andover

Obtainable from—

Oxford—67 & 68 High Street,

6/6 (by post 7j)m

GALE

&

& Salisbury Plain District)
Tidworth Road, Ludgershall.
Oxford. 

POLDEN,

Ltd.,

Wellington Works, Aldershot.
AND AT LONDON AND PORTSMOUTH.

By

Appointment

(and for Halton Camp,
Aylesbmy Maidenhead, Wind
r
C
% > °?kham. Marlow, High
^S,be,H Egh n™'xr
u'
TT^!\I
*1?
' Northolt,
,
H
S
Swansea (for South Wales and '
District) — 43 Orchard Street,
Swansea.

SS&,, sir hT' "*'

R'fe
J ni'i r'1
Cobham Guddford BlsleyCamp
88
CHERTSE
WIJ"
Y Road'
Wok.ng.
Woolwich (and for Colchester,
Gravesend, Shoeburyness, Big
gin Hill and Warley)—51 Art
tilery Place, Woolwich,S.E. 18.
Malta—311 Strada Reale and
i> 2>.3> 4> 5> 6, 7 and 8 Right
Marina, Valletta, Malta.

Gitator.
Egypt, Palestine—Agent: Mr.
A. W. Glover, 4 DeirelBanat,
Cairo.

THE OLDEST ESTABLISHED BUTCHER'S BUSINESS IN THE
CITY.

W. W. YOUNG,

SANDON & Co., .
ltd

SAVILE

Western District)—The Tamar
Brewery, Devonport.
Portsmouth (and for Gosport,
Isle of Wight, Southern Distiict
Hyd« Park Road, Southsea.
Salisbury—Fisherton Brewery
Stores, Salisbury.

to H.R.H. The Prince of Wales.

8

Plymouth (and for Exeter and

Sheerness, Dover, Sandgate,
Hastings and South Eastern
District)—Mackeson & Co.,
Ltd., The Brewery. Hythe,
Kent.

FAMILY BUTCHER,

3 Palace Street, Canterbury.

ROW,

Home killed Meat a speciality.
'Phone

LONDON, W.1.

Civil, fllMUtarp anb flDufti Gailore,
Ibunting (Loate anb ffireecbea.

26.

J. H. G. HAMILTON.
(Late FREND & SON).

WINE

MERCHANT.

(ESTABLISHED 1739).

226 St. George's Street,
TELBORAMS

TELEPHONE

OEEQEE, PICCY, LONDON.

OERRARD 2783.

CANTERBURY.
Telephone: 148 Canterbury.

TICCteb "gtegimertf—(Sweep's

No. 344.

G

"2jUf£es> of §cmct6a.

July, 1928.

Personalia.

ENERAL The Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur Paget
was present at the Dragon Club Dinner
at the Hotel Metropole on June 20th. Every
one was very pleased to see him looking so well.
On June 1st, General Paget presented Major
General Sir Guy Bainbridge, the officers of
the 2nd Battalion, Major Field and Lieuts.
Penlington and Airy at His Majesty's Levee.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell was
responsible for a very enjoyable picnic which
took place at Piatt on Sunday, June 24th.
Brig.General R. McDouall occupied the
Chair at the Dragon Club Dinner, when the
following officers were also present:—
The guest of the evening was Colonel Sir
T. Brinckman.
General Sir A. H. Paget; MajorGenerals
Sir A. LyndenBell and Sir E. G. T. Bain
bridge ; BrigadierGeneral R. C. McDouall;
Brigadier J. Kennedy ; Colonel H. Findlay;
LieutenantColonels M. Beevor, R. Bright,
J. Crookenden, F. W. BradleyDyne, R. S. I.
Friend, L. C. E. Knight, G. B. de M. Mairis,
R. E. Power, H. F. Sparrow; Majors W.
H. Booth, R. P. S. Elderton, C. S. Field, E. T.
Gould, G. T. D. Hickman, C. Gregory Hood,
Archer Houblon, Guy Lee, A. H. Tylden Patten
son and A.B. Thomson; Captains B. P. Causton,
W. B. Griffiths, P. Green, E. Foster Hall,
G. R. Howe, T. H. Keble, C. R. B. Knight,
H. de R. Morgan, H. C. Morley, T. R. Reid,
H. C. Stronge and C. E. Wilson ; and Messrs.
P. T. G. LyndenBell, F. G. Crozier, T. N.
Penlington and A. J. D. Rose.
Cables and telegrams were received from
the following:—
BrigadierGeneral R. Hickson; Colonel
Sir Courteney Vyvyan; Major G. Chapman
(Ottawa).

Price Sixpence.

Brigadier Kennedy has arrived home and we
were glad to see him looking so well during
Ascot Week, though he is still undergoing
treatment for his damaged foot.
We are sorry to hear that Mrs. Moody, who
is with Colonel Moody at Tenby, has been
indisposed.
Sir William Horwood, Commissioner of The
Metropolitan Police, on being thanked by an
officer of The Regiment for the traffic arrange
ments in connection with the recent March to
The Cenotaph, remarked: "I nearly took
part in the March myself, because I was once
in the 3rd Battalion of The Buffs." . We shall
hope to see him at the next Cenotaph March.
Lt.Colonel L. W. and Mrs. Lucas are due
to arrive at the Tudor Court Hotel, Cromwell
Road, where they intend remaining until the
end of the month, when they go to the Ghrystle
Hotel, Dinard, for August and September.
The namesof those who attended Major F. W.
Tomlinson's very enjoyable Tea Party at
Claridges Hotel on the 20th June appear on
another page.
We are indebted to Major Tomlinson for
the details published on page 209 regarding
the medals recently bequeathed to the Depot
by Mr. Arthur Worthington.
We are glad to hear that the 1st Battalion
has entered a team for the Naini Tal Polo
Tournament. They can hardly expect to win
but it is something to make a start.
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It is very gratifying to hear from so many
outside sources of the deep impression created
by the appearance and admirable drill of the
2nd Battalion at the recent King's Birthday
Parade at Aldershot. One very highly placed
officer remarked : " I have seen nothing to
beat this Battalion for many years."
„
An account of the visit to the 4th Battalion
while in Camp at Arundel appears on page 236.
The Battalion appears to have distinguished
itself.
We offer our sincere sympathy to Major
H. S. Hardy on the loss of his mother.
We congratulate Capt. Foster Hall on his
engagement to Miss Margaret Ellis, of Hoylake,
Cheshire.
The engagement is announced and
a marriage wiil shortly take place, between
Arthur Wyndham Paget, M.C., son of General
The Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur Paget, G.C.B., and
Rosemary LowryCorry, eldest daughter of
BrigadierGeneral Noel A. LowryCorry, D.S.O.
In connection with the Commissioning of
the New Flag Ship for the China Station,
H.M.S. Kent, we have pleasure in publishing
two telegrams :—
To Officer Commanding H.M.S. Kent, Chatham.
" Remembering
happy
relations
existing between H.M.S. Kent and The
Buffs twenty years ago, we send best wishes
for a happy commission to all ranks,
H.M.S.
Kent, today. From General
Paget, President, Past and Present Assn.,
The Buffs, Canterbury."
To: President, Past and Present Association,
The Buffs, Canterbury.
" Your telelgrain greatly appreciated,
more so as being from the Regiment so
closely associated with the Sister Service
as far back as 1665. Kent."
We hear from India that Captain Marshall
is acting as Assistant Military Secretary at
Army Head Quarters.
The temperature recently reached 113 in
the shade. We can only say " as cold
comfort
that it might have been worse.
Congratulations to Capt. Essell and Mr.
G. L. B. Oliver who, we hear, have each shot
a tiger.

We understand that Capt. Essell and Mr.
Boucher will, in due course, succeed Capt.
Wood and Mr. Crozier at the Depot.
We much regret that, owing to pressure of
work. Captain Enright has not been able to
send us his usual amusing record of " Blinder
and Dusty " ; it is hoped however, that next
month he will be able to do so.
We hear that Mr. D'Arcy Symonds is
applying for a police appointment in the
Colonial Service, but we hope that does not
mean that the Regiment is going to lose him
altogether.
The Rev. PI. H. L. Longuet Higgins, M.C.,
Vicar of Lenham, who greatly distinguished
himself in the War, was with the 4tli Battalion
as Chaplain during their training at Arundel.
Mr. Longuet Higgins hopes to go often to camp
with the 4th Battalion, which, we know, will
always be delighted to see him.
We understand that Mr. Coates is
succeeding Capt. Wilkins as Adjutant of the
1st Battalion.
Our congratulations to Mrs. Wale and Mr.
Hill on their performances in the Ranikhet
Tennis Tournament. Mrs. Wale secured a
first and second prize and Mr. Hill got two first
prizes and a second. There does not seem to
have been much left for anyone else.
We hear that Mr. Dewar and Mr. G. L B.
Oliver have gone golfing to Kashmir and that
Mr. Jock Williams is going there shooting
shortly.
We hear that Lieut. A. A. Andrews has
been dining with the Nawab at Bareilly.
Mr. Hewitt and Sergeant Drummer O'Dell
are to be congratulated on the neat successes
achieved whilst conducting respectively the
massed Bands and massed Drums at the
Aldershot Tattoo.
We congratulate L/Cpl. Lee, 2nd Battalion
on winning the young Soldier's Cup at Bisley.
The photograph reproduced on page 218
of MajorGeneral Sir A. Lynden Bell is kindly
lent by the Kent Messenger.

209

THE DRAGON

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTH.

Cross.—6653815 Cpl. W. Cross, a son, David

William James, born at Portland, 27th
April, 1928.
MARRIAGE.

Reid—Haig.—On

June 12th, 1928, at
Withy ham, Thomas Roscow Reid, M.C.,
The Buffs, to Eleanor Margaret, third
daughter of Lieut.Colonel David Price
Haig, of Highfields Park, Withy ham.

PTE. C. BULLEN.
To The Officer Commanding 2nd Battalion, The Buffs
Regiment, North Camp, Aldershot.
Sir,
May I be allowed to offer the grateful thanks of
myself, sons and daughter, for the kindness shown by
yourself and members of your Regiment at the burial
of my late husband.
It is indeed a great honour to you all, to so
remember your late comrade at his last Roll Call, more
especially since it was 32 years ago that he was
discharged to Pension.
4 North Side Cottage,
I remain,
Guildford Road,
Yours faithfully,
Ash, Surrev.
MRS. C. BULLEN.
"*

ENGAGEMENT.

A marriage has been arranged and will
take place in the autumn, between Captain
Eric Foster Hall, M.C., The Buffs, son of Mr.
and Mrs. J. Foster Hall, of 5 Westbourne
Terrace Road, W.2., and Margaret (Peggy)
Ellis, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Somers Ellis,
of Hoylakc, Cheshire. (Present address: 42
Lancaster Gate, W.2.)

Marriage.

CAPT. T. ROSCOW REID, M.C., AND MISS
ELEANOR MARCARET HAIG.
N June 12th the marriage took place at St. Michael
and All Angels, Withyliam, Sussex, of Captain
T. Roscow Reid, The Buffs, youngest son of the late
Dr. Whitehead Reid and of Mrs. Whitehead Reid, of
Canterbury, and Miss Eleanor Margaret Haig, third
daughter of Colonel Haig of Highfields Park,
Withyham.
The best man was Dr. D. Whitehead Reid, of
Canterbury, the brother of the bridegroom.
After a very pretty wedding, a reception was held at
Highfields Park and among those present were noticed
Mrs. Crookenden, Mrs. Morgan, Mrs. Stronge, Mrs.
Causton and Mrs.' Willows ; Major Field, Capt. Wood,
Dieuts. Rose, Crozier and Airy ; Colonel and Mrs.
Luck, Miss Ronald, Miss McDouall, Miss Enid Burn
side, Miss Hawksley and Miss Crook. Unfortunately,
owing to battalion training, officers of the 2nd
Battalion were prevented from attending.

O

Obituary.

CAPT. W. T. JOHNSON, M.C.
T is sad to record the recent death of this well
known old Buff, which took place recently in
London.
The late Captain Johnson will be well remembered
by both the 1st and 2nd Battalions He joined the
Buffs in Ireland over 30 years ago and by sheer grit
won his spurs—a regular commission.
Fie loved his Regiment above everything and
expressed a wish they—his old pals—should not forget
him at the grave side.
The 2nd Battalion sent an officer and four sergeants.
The London Branch, of which he was a member, was
represented by Capts. Enriglit, Carter, Smith, Mr.
Spud Austen and others. His old Coy. Commander,
Major Tomliuson, was also present.
It was touching to see present Captain (Mick)
Brady, who enlisted with the late Capt. Johnson.
They had soldiered together as ' pals ' since they first
became acquainted. In rough times and smooth they
were together. Mick has travelled all the way from
Ireland to be present.
Besides the numerous wreaths from the family, the
2nd Battalion sent floral tributes from the Sergeants'
Mess, the Junior N.C.O.'s, the London Branch, from
its members and there was also a wreath from his old
commander—Major Tomlinson.

I

*

*

*

Pte. C. Bullen died at Ash, Aldershot, on 27th
May, 1928.
He enlisted in 1875 ; wrecked in S.S. St. Laurence ;
served in S. Africa, 1872 ; discharged to Pension,
1896.
He was buried at Ash on Friday, 1st June, 1928.
A Gun Carriage, wreath and Bearer Party of old
soldiers under Sgt. Burrell, D.C.M., was provided by
the 2nd Battalion.

Bequest to the Depot.

The medals recently bequeathed to the Depot by
Mrs. Arthur Wortliington represent a family connection
with the Buffs of more than 125 years standing.
Sir Nathaniel Thorne joined the regiment in 1802
and fought in the Peninsula.
His nephew, Arthur Wortliington, served in the
Crimean War and carried into Sevastopol the colour
which now rests in the Warriors' Chapel—the only
colour to enter Sevastopol.
Claude, son of Arthur Wortliington, served in the
South African War and the Great War and was killed
at Loos in 1915.
The actual medals are as follows :—
General Sir Nathaniel Thorne :
Peninsula with 9 clasps (Toulouse, Orthes, Nivelle,
Pyrenees, Albuera, Busaco, Talavera).
Albuera medal.
A Turkish medal. JC
The cnsignia of the R.C.B.
Major Arthur Wortliington :
Crimea with 1 clasp (Sevastopol).
FrencfFCrimean medal.
. "< '
Lieut.Colonel Claude Wortliington :
South Africa, Queens, with 4 clasps (Transvaal,
Driefontein, Paardeburg, Relief of Kimberley.
South Africa, Kings, with 2 clasps (1901, 1902).
Great War, 191415 star; General Service War
Medal; Victory medal.
.

Our

A __j, .A

V/VV \.(TVV' lAtavrWt

Contemporaries.

We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" Royal Fusiliers' Chronicle."
" Aldershot Command News."
" The Iron Duke."
" St. George's Gazette."
" Queen's Own Gazette."
" Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Bugle."
" The Snapper."
" Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps."
" The London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The Sapper."
" The Essex Regimental Gazette."
" The Chronicle of the Duke of York's Royal
Military School."
" British Legion Journal."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Co."
" Suffolk Regimental Gazette."
" The Tiger and The Sphinx."

210

THE DRAGON

Battles of

the Buffs.

No. 27.
TALAVERA, 27TH28TH JULY, 1809.
Further dissension had by this time
FTER having defeated Marshal Soult,
occurred between Wellesley and Cuesta as
Wellesley at once turned his attention
the latter had insisted on following Victor up
to Marshal Victor, then commanding a corps
singlehanded, in spite of Wellesley's warnings.
on the River Tagus and reported to be
The result was inevitable : on the 26th the
advancing towards Portugal. This advance,
French recrossed the Guadarama, fell upon the
however, soon came to a standstill, and
Spaniards and drove them back in wild panic,
Wellesley set to work to reorganize his army,
but ceased in their pursuit just before it would
discipline having by this time almost ceased
have caused a great disaster. A Spanish
to exist. General Hill, " Daddy Hill, as his
Cavalry Division turned about and two British
devoted soldiers used to call him " had now
divisions, sent hurriedly forward gave the
taken over command of the Second Division,
Spaniards time to recover. Wellesley now
and MajorGeneral Tilson had succeeded him
was in a predicament. He could not retreat
in command of the 1st Brigade/which still
and abandon his allies after their defeat and
consisted of the Buffs, 2nd Battalions of both
yet he was beginning to realise the danger of
the 66th and 48th Foot and a company of the
his position. He managed, however, to
5th Battalion 60th Rifles.
persuade Cuesta to withdraw behind the
Alberche and the combined armies took up
a position about six miles in rear with their
Wellesley underrated the numbers of the
right flank resting on the Tagus at Talavera
French opposed to him and also the
de la Reina. The Spaniards were placed on
recuperative powers of Soult's corps and
the right with their left on a mound fortified
determined on immediate action. On the 30th
by a large redoubt astride the main road.
June he started his march and reached
Their front was strengthened by a convent
Plasencia on the 10th of the next month.
and covered by many obstacles, such as walls,
Here he was delayed by want of supplies. He
ditches, etc., which made them nearly
had rehed on the Spaniards for both supplies
unassailable.
and transport, but none were forthcoming and
The British prolonged the line over low
he had himself to arrange locally for a further
level ground. The 2nd Division had been
supply of rations. While waiting at Plasencia
intended to occupy one of a chain of round
he was joined by the Spanish general Cuesta
steep hills running parallel to the Tagus. For
with the Army of Castille, and the two armies
some reason the division did not take up its
moved forward together on the 18th July.
position and these hills, which completely
Victor fell back in front of them and at last
covered the left of the position remained
concentrated his Corps, 21,000 strong, behind
unguarded. Beyond these hills and separated
the river Alberche. The Spanish King,
by a deep valley came a big mountain range.
Napoleon's brother Joseph, was still in Madrid
At 3 p.m. on the 27th the leading troops
and so Victor was unsupported in the presence
of King Joseph's army crossed the Alberche,
of an enemy of three times his own strength.
unperceived by the outposts. The first
Wellesley urged Cuesta to join in an attack
intimation of the enemy's approach to the
and the latter agreed. By 3 a.m. on the 23rd,
main position was given by the sudden
thq whole British force was under arms, but
appearance throiigh the olive groves of French
no Spaniards appeared. On enquiry it was
skirmishers who were on the point of
found that the Spanish Staff were all in bed,
surrounding a house from which Sir Arthur
and when aroused Cuesta decided to object to
Wellesley was observing. He had barely time
the project. So a great opportunity was lost
to tnount and escape. On the left,
and Victor retired forthwith behind the
two battalions of the King's German Legion
Guardarama River. Meanwhile Soult at
were now on the forward slopes of the hills
Salamanca had been in touch with King
and Victor at once occupied another of them
Joseph and a joint plan was made by which
some 350 yards in front.
Joseph marched to join Victor, while Soult
On the right at the first engagement a great
went south to cut off Wellesley's line
part of the Spanish army turned and fled.
of retreat. As a result on the 26th July,
Some, however, held their ground supported
Wellesley and Cuesta were faced by an army
by a British Cavalry Brigade and others rallied
of 50,000 men with 90 guns, while an almost
later. On the other flank Victor attacked
equal force was descending on their flank and
at 9 p.m. and surprising the King's German
rear.
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Legion soon reached the summit. At this
moment General Hill was occupied in drawing
up his division on the rear slopes. He
observed some men on the crest fire a few shots
towards him, and as he says in a memorandum
written some 18 years later in 1827, " Not
having an idea that the enemy were so near,
I said at the time it was the old Buffs,
as usual, making some blunder" and
accordingly galloped up the hillside to stop
them. He soon found his mistake but was
nearly captured before he did so. He at once
directed Stewart's Brigade to retake the hill
and went forward himself with them, and in
a short time the French troops were driven
from the hill. So ended a very daring night
attack over difficult and rugged ground.
During the night Tilson's Brigade, which
included the Buffs, took up its position on the
right of Stewart's on the southern slopes of the
hill. At 5 a.m. next morning Victor made
another resolute attack. Three regiments
moved forward, the 96th Regiment attacking
the Buffs and the 66th. It  must be
remembered that a French regiment has three
battalions. As they approached Hill ordered
his six battalions to stand up and deliver a
volley, which brought them to a standstill
and laid their first line low. A battalion of
the King's German Legion then attacked their
left flank and the whole of Hill's division
charged like a torrent down the slope
bavonetting as they went. They then
reformed on the slope and retired to their old
position. Between 7 and 10 a.m. the battle

was reduced to skirmishing and artillery fire.
Then all was still and soldiers of both armies
went down in a friendly way to drink from the
brook which separated the hostile lines and to
collect their wounded. This was the first
sign of an amicable spirit, which reigned
between the hostile armies all through the
war.
During this time Sir Arthur noticed Light
Troops of the enemy moving on the mountains
on his far left and at once posted some Spanish
infantry there. The low ground in between
was filled by two British Cavalry Brigades
and a Spanish Cavalry Division. At 1.30 the
French made another attack against the
Allied centre and left. The attack against
the British right was beaten back and then
destroyed. In the British centre, however,
matters were serious. The Guards after
enduring a big cannonade which preceded the
attack and to which they could not reply,
reserved their fire till the enemy were at fifty
paces and then charged. By so doing they
exposed both flanks to the ^enemy artillery and
were completely broken. "Wellesley at once
hurried reserves to the scene and MacKenzie's
Brigade with tremendous losses at last
succeeded in holding the gap and allowed the
Guard to reform behind them. On their
immediate left, however, things were still
serious. The 2nd Division on the extreme left
was holding its own though under heavy
artillery fire, and Wellesley was able to hurry
the t/48th from them to the critical point,
where they saved the situation.
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On the left the same French regiments
that had been broken before again advanced
slowly against the hill. Wellesley at once
set his cavalry in motion down the valley to
take them in flank. Though time had been
available for reconnaissance throughout the
last few days, none had been carried out, and
Anson without sending forward a single scout
charged with his brigade to find himself on the
edge of a deep mountain torrent, which the
writer has seen. This mountain stream has
cut deep into the valley. Too narrow to be
seen from a distance but too wide to be
jumped except by a better horse than most
of the cavalry ones, the stream flows some
ten feet below the surface with banks rising
sheer on either side. Of the brigade that
charged one regiment reigned up in time but
one went headlong in and two squadrons,
though in great disorder, managed to climb
the opposite bank and hurl themselves on
a French cavalry brigade waiting there.
Naturally they were repulsed and with the
loss of half their numbers. The French
infantry had however halted on seeing the
approach of Anson's brigade, and their attack,
delivered afterwards in a somewhat half
hearted manner, was easily repulsed. At
6 p.m. the battle was over and then occurred
a most terrible calamity. The dry grass
caught fire and many of the wounded lying
helpless on the ground perished in the flames.
Thus ended the battle of Talavera,
described by Wellesley as the hardest fought
action of modern times. The British
casualties amounted to upwards of 5,400, the
French to nearly 7,400 and 17 guns.
Although King Joseph's guards and his reserve
were still intact, the French retired during the
night, while during that same night the British
force was reinforced by the arrival of the
famous Light Brigade. Wellesley was now
anxious as to his rear and in consequence
marched back on 3rd August after receiving
a promise from Cuesta that he would remain at
Talavera to hold the enemy in check and
protect the wounded. Next day he found
that Soult's corps had moved south and
intercepted his line.of retreat. It was also
proved to be larger than he had expected.
At the same time Cuesta arrived having
evacuated Talavera and abandoned the
wounded. Of these Victor later found some
800 in hospital and treated them chivalrously,
while some 2,000 others made their way to
rejoin the army. Wellesley decided to cross
the Tagus at once and make for a new line of
retreat via Merida. So he sent the Light
Brigade to defend his flank from Soult and
himself took up a strong position on the hills

covering the new line. The French hesitated
to attack and after a short time were called
away elsewhere on other missions. Wellesley,
however, was compelled by complete lack of
supplies to retire to Merida and then to
Badajoz.
The victory of Talavera had .demonstrated
that the British soldier was the equal of any
in Europe, and Sir Arthur Wellesley in
recognition of his services was made Baron
Douro and Viscount Wellington. Talavera
was granted as a battle honour to those
regiments taking part in it. The casualties
of the Buffs in the battle amounted to the
Commanding Officer, 1 Sergeant and 25 rank
and file killed, and 1 Officer, 5 Sergeants and
102 rank and file wounded, while 7 men were
missing. During the winter the regiment
moved to Abrantes and here it was rejoined by
the grenadier company which had gone to
England after Contnna. On the 29th
December of this year, 1809, General Thomas
Hall died and General Charles Leigh was
appointed Colonel.

Small Arms Training.
Amendments to the Small Arms Training Manual
provide that the best shooting squadron or company
in a regiment or battalion of the Regular Army will
be that with the lowest percentage of 3rd class shots
with the rifle and Lewis Gun amongst trained soldiers,
except that eight marksmen or sixteen 1st class shots
will neutralise one 3rd class shot. In cases where
there are a number of marksmen below eight, each of
such marksmen may be counted as the equivalent of
two 1st class shots for the purposes of neutralization.
The same system will he applicable to the Territorial
Army, except that ten 1st class shots will neutralise
one 3rd class shot. In the event of a tie under this
system, the best shooting company will be that with
the lowest percentage of 2nd class shots. The
regimental or battalion figure of merit will be the total
percentage of 3rd class shots—including 3rd class light
automatic gunners—in the unit.
For the best combined rifle and light automatic
shots in the Regular Army, badges will be issued
annually as follows : best shot amongst N.C.O. s and
men in each squadron or company, star and crossed
rifles ; best shot amongst sergeants and lancesergeants
in a regiment or battalion, crotvn and crossed^ rifles in
wreath ; best shot amongst corporals and privates m
a regiment or battalion, star and crossed rifles in wreath.
In the Territorial Army, the following special
badges will he worn by warrant officers and N.C.O. s
and trained soldiers who qualify in the manner
specified, in the annual classification practices: 1st
class rifle shots—single rifle ; 1st class Light Automatic
gunners—" L.G." (without wreath) ; best rifle shot in
each squadron or company—single rifle and star', best
rifle shot in regiment or battalion, single rifle and crown
in wreath ; best light automatic shot in each squadron
or company—" L.G." and Star and (best flight
automatic shot in regiment or battalion
L.G. and
Crown.
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Records .of

Other Regiments.

THE HIGHLAND LIGHT INFANTRY.
BATTLE HONOURS.
Borne on the Regimental Colour: The Castle and
Key, superscribed " Gibraltar, 178083," and with
the Motto " Montis Insignia Calpe" beneath.
The Elephant, superscribed " Assaye," " Carnatic,"
" Hindoostan," " Sholinghur," " Mysore," " Sering
apatam," " Cape of Good Hope, 1806," " Rolica,"
" Vimiera," " Corunna," " Busaco," " Fuentes
D'Onor,"
" Cuidad
Rodrigo,"
" Badajoz"
" Almaraz," " Salamanca," " Vittoria," " Pyrenees,"
" Nivelle," " Nive," " Orthes," " Toulouse,"
" Peninsula," " Waterloo," " South Africa, 1851
23," " Sevastopol," " Central India," " Telel
Kebir," " Egypt, 1882," " Modder River," " South
Africa, 18991902."
Borne on the King's Colour:—" Mons," " Ypres,
1914, '15, '17, '18," "Loos," " Somme, 1916, '18,"
" Arras, 1917,'18," " Hindenburg Line," " Gallipoli,
1915, '16," " Palestine, 1917, '18," " Mesopotamia,
191618," " Archangel, 1919."
*

*

'#

*

The 1st Battalion of this famous Highland
regiment (The 2nd senior Highland and fifth senior
Eight Infantry Regiment) was raised in 1777 by John
Mackenzie, Eord of MacEeod in Rossshire mainly from
Clan MacKenzie, and was known at first as the 73rd
Foot (MacEeod's Highlanders), being afterwards re
numbered the 71st. In 1808 it was styled " The
Glasgow Highland Regiment," from a 2nd Battalion
raised in Glasgow to supply drafts for the War,
becoming a Eight Infantry corps a year later. From
1810 onwards the word " Glasgow " was deleted from
the title, which became the 71st (Highland
Eight Infantry) Regiment of Foot. The present 2nd
Battalion of the regiment was formed at Glasgow in
1787, for service in the East Indies, as the
74th (Highland) Regiment of Foot.
In 1881 the 71st and 74th were united as 1st and
2nd Battalions of the Highland Eight Infantry, the
1st and 2nd Royal Eanark Militia being added to the
regiment as 3rd and 4th Battalions. The badge worn
by the regiment appropriately represents all its
component parts, for it embodies the Eight Infantry
bugle of the 71st, the 74ths crest of the Star of the
order of St. Andrew, with the Elephant superscribed
" Assaye." The present supplementary title " City
of Glasgow Regiment" was added in 1923.
Both the regular battalions have seen a good deal
of active service in India, the Eastern services of the
74th having earned them the right to carry a third
Colour—a white banner, showing the Elephant badge
within a wreath of laurel, with blue scrolls inscribed
" Seringapatam" and " Assaye." In 1830 it was

(CITY OF GLASGOW REGIMENT).
ordered that this Colour should only be carried on
ceremonial parades, a soulless inspecting officer having
described it as "a very honourable but very useless
appendage, which takes one officer to carry it, who
would be much better with his company."
On embarking for the Peninsular War, Colonel
Pack arranged for the Colours of the 71st to be
deposited in the Tower of Eondon for safe keeping,
a practice followed by other Eight Infantry units at
the same time, as Colours were found to be a hindrance
when skirmishing. In 1814 when the Prince Regent
entertained the Allied sovereigns to a banquet at
Charlton House, the Colours of the 71st were brought
from the Tower to be used among the decorations.
They disappeared completely, and were never heard of
again.
The officer referred to in the preceding paragraph,
though a very able soldier (he commanded a brigade
at Waterloo), was a man of very irascible temper, and
something of a martinet; consequently he was not
greatly beloved by those under his command. He
was taken prisoner during the attack on Buenos Aires,
1807, but regained his liberty. When he returned to
command the 71st, some unknown member of the
regiment wrote an address of welcome in the following
terms:—
" The Devil break the gaoler's hack,
That let thee out.
Sweet Dennis Pack I"
The full Highland costume was originally worn by
each of the regular battalions, but the 74th discarded
the kilt on going to India in 1788, while the
71st adopted the trews on becoming Eight Infantry
ten years later. The review order uniform of the
regiment in 1914 consisted of a shako with red, white
and green diced band and a green tuft; scarlet doublet
with buff facings and trews of the MacKenzie tartan
In addition, officers wore a plaid similar to those worn
by mounted officers of kilted regiments. The bands
men of the regiment wore a feather bonnet in lieu of
the shako, while the pipers wore a glengarry bonnet,
dark green doublet and kilt of MacKenzie tartan.
Permission to assume the wearing of white spats was
granted to the Highland Eight Infantry in 1926.
Two of the Territorial battalions of the regiment,
wear the kilt—the 6th (City of Glasgow) Battalion
and the 9th Battalion (The Glasgow Highlanders).
The former wear kilts of the MacKenzie tartan, and
are the only infantry unit to wear the Balmoral bonnet.
The Glasgow Highlanders wear kilts of the
Black Watch tartan, and in prewar days their review
Continued on Page 214.
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Correspondence.

Dear Colonel,
When I left England in J anuary of last year to go
out with the Shanghai Defence Force you asked me
to send you a line and tell you about Shanghai. I'm
afraid I did not. In the early days during March
I was pretty busy and after that there was so much in
the papers about the whole show that anything I had
written would have been rather superfluous. How
ever, I came down here to another staff appointment in
January of this year and my wife and I are now living
in one of the married officers' flats at Mt. Austin
Barracks—the quarters formerly occupied by the
R.E. officers and some 5—6 of the 2nd Battalion.
Norman, Anderson, Brice, Wedd and I were up here
most of my year here, and I think my quarter was one
of the rooms in my present flat.
As the 2nd Battalion was out here for two years,
it is possible that a few lines about the place may be
of interest.
Hong Kong really has changed enormously.
In our time there were no cars and no good
roads in the island; now there are probably
thousands of cars. There is a good motor road right
round the island near the sea level, and another road
goes up from near Happy Valley, via Magazine Gap,
close to the Peak Church and Peak Club to the top
tram station, and about a mile from the commence
ment another road branches off, going across the island
close to Tytam Reservoir down to Repulse Bay, where
there is now a large modern hotel and a bathing beach.
About a mile away at Deepwater Bay there is a small
9hole golf links with a good club house and another
excellent beach. As a result of these roads, there has
been a great increase in building and there seem to be
very many more houses on the Peak. Rickshaws
and chairs are still much in evidence, but they must
have felt the competition of taxis and private cars.
The Happy Valley is much the same as ever. The
big meeting is in February or early March and there
are a number of extra onedav meetings. I met an old
Buff there, Mr. Marks, who is now Inspector in the
Folice and in charge of the station at Yanmati, not far
from Kowloon. I forget for the moment which
company he was in when he was out here. He is going
very strong and sent me his copy of The Dragon the
other day when mine did not turn up. There has been
a good deal of reclamation along the Eastern portion
of the Praigue towards Causeway Bay. Polo is played
on the same polo ground and I have been enjoying it
very much. The K.O.S.B. who are the " permanent
garrison " here are very keen and on polo days there
are generally from 6—9 chukkurs, rarely less than 7.
Records of Other Regiments—Concluded from p. 213.
order uniform closely resembled that worn by that
regiment—scarlet doublet with blue facings, instead
of the buff facings worn by the rest of the H.L.I., and
feather bonnet with a red and white ' hackle ' or plume.
The shape of the Star of St. Andrew worn in
the bonnets of the 9th H.L.I, has also been altered so
as to conform with the pattern worn by the Black
Watch.
The Highland Light Infantry are rich in nicknames.
" Glesca Keelies " was a Peninsular nickname due to
drafts from the 2nd Battalion raised in Glasgow. The
74th were also known as " The Assaye Regiment."
Twelve Victoria Crosses and ninetyseven Battle
Honours have been granted to the regiment, which
had twentysix battalions during the Great War.
R. MAURICE Hm.

The sanatorium where one of our (single) companies
was quartered, was blown down in a typhoon in 1923 ;
it had been given up as a barracks a little time before
that.
The K.O.S.B. are up here at Mt. Austin, at Murray
Barracks and at Victoria and Wellington Barracks.
The British gunners are at Lyenum and Stonecutters
Island and the Hong Kong camp, and Singapore
Brigade R.A. over at Whitfield camp and Gun Club
Hill, the Indian Battalion (3rd/15th Punjabis) being
in Whitfield Barracks. The British Battalions who
came out as a result of the trouble last year—2nd
Battalion Scots Guards and 1st Queens—are in a hutted
camp on newly reclaimed ground at ShamShimpo
about two miles out of Kowloon, nearly opposite Stone
cutters. You will probably know that a number of
Buffs of Section A of the Army Reserve were posted to
this Battalion of the Queens; they had left before
I arrived, but Colonel Clarke, who was their
commanding officer, spoke in the highest possible
terms of them. There was another batch with the
Middlesex and I met Bourne, who was a L/Cpl. and
had been in "C" Coy., 2nd Battalion, with me
in Ireland.
The New Territories have been very much
developed and Kowloon is spreading. The Kowloon
Canton railway has been open for years and some trains
run right through every day, but there is always a
possibility of being held up by brigands on the Chinese
section. The last instance' occurred only a few days
ago. There are two excellent motor roads running
roughly along the Western and Eastern sides of the
Peninsula and they are joined by a lateral road running
fairly close to the frontier. There are two really good
18holes courses at Fanling. There is a Fanling Hunt
which hunts foxes or else follows a paper trail in the
same way,as the Shanghai Hunt Club and there is
a small race course (steeplechase). The Battalions of
the garrison generally spend six weeks in camp some
where in the vicinity of Fanling. Canton has also
changed considerably. There are broad motor roads
through the city, but away from these main roads,
the old narrow streets still remain. I was up there
a month or so ago and on the whole was rather
disappointed, comparing it with Canton in 1909. We
have a small garrison in Shameen, the island by Canton,
where the European concessions are.
There are a number of the older residents who
remember the regiment well. " Shiny " White is .still
here and is President of the Jockey Club. Mr. and Mrs.
Mackie of the P.O.O. and B.I. and Mr. Hancock who
is still very much to the fore in cricket and tennis, the
Alabasters and others. I've been asked particularly
how Colonel and Mrs. Eaton are.
Personally I very much prefer this place to
Shanghai. Many people enthuse about the latter
and it is certainly an interesting place for a short time,
chiefly to my mind because it is so unlike anything
else in the East, but it is absolutely flat and the
country is very monotonous.
You may have heard that Scarlett had a bad go of
double pneumonia in Shanghai a couple of months
ago. He was ill for a long time, but 1 had a line the
other day to say he hopes to go home to England via
Canada about the end of this month or the beginning
of June.
Yours sincerely.
Headquarters,
J. P. WHITACRE AIXEN.
South China Command.
Hong Kong.
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The Buffs' March
The following correspondence between the Professor
of Music at Cambridge and Major Tomlinson is
published as being of general interest. It arose out of
a query put to the latter by the adjutant of the 2nd
Battalion. We should be glad if any of our readers are
inspired thereby to try and trace the origin of our
regimental march. We should be obliged if any of our
readers can supply Captain M. S. Williams' address.
Ed.]
DIB HANDEL WRITE THE " BUFFS ' " MARCH ?
Sir,
It is a very old tradition in the Buffs that our
regimental march was written by Handel, and I should
be very much obliged if you can help me to establish
the fact.
On the face of it, there seems no reason why it
should not he so. Up to the time of Handel's death,
in 1708, the Buffs had been known for nearlytwenty
years as Prince George of Denmark's regiment.
Handel did not visit England until 1710; but he was
never prejudiced against royalty, and he may have
thought it would be a delicate compliment to write
a march for the late King Consort's regiment, or Queen
Anne may even have suggested that he should do so.
Naval and Military Club,
Yours, etc.
94 Piccadilly, W.l.
P. W. TOMLINSON.
(Major: Hon. Sec. the Buffs History).
*
*
*
*
77 Panton Street,
Cambridge.
29th April, 1928.
Dear Sir,
I have just seen your letter in the April number of
The Musical Times on the subject of The Buffs' March
and its traditional ascription to Handel. In the spring
of 1914 I received a letter from a Captain M. Williams
of The Buffs, enclosing a copy of the March and asking
me if I could throw any light on the history of it. As
soon as I saw the music I felt sure that it was much
older than Handel's time, and that it was an old
English countrydance tune of the 17th century. This
view was confirmed by the late Mr. Frank Kidson of
Leeds and Mr. Clive Carey, both of them experts on
old English folk dances, although they were unable to
trace the tune in any known collection. It is quite
conceivable, I imagine, that Handel arranged this time
for The Buffs' band. Captain Williams pointed out
to me^that^one phrase of it
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During the period of about 16801720 the marches of
Purcell, Jeremy Gark, Handel, etc., are (as far as
I know) all in 4/4 time, showing the influence of French
models; hut the 6/8 march seems to have gone on
fairly continuously in England—I should imagine
more as a popular and traditional form of march than
as an official one. In 1790 (on the occasion of a royal
marriage between England and Prussia) a number
of English military marches were sent to Berlin, and
a few of them were printed about 1905 in a collection
called " Musik am Preussischen Hofe " (Music at the
Prussian Court) published by command of Kaiser
Wilhelm II. One of these is in 6/8, and the editor of
the collection, a learned authority on the history of
German military music, observes that the 6/8 type of
march which was very popular in Germany _ during
the 19th century is undoubtedly of English origin.
I should imagine that if Handel had been asked to
compose a regimental march he would probably have
written one in 4/4 time; but I must warn you that
I am no specialist on the history of military music,
and have considered it only where it comes into contact
with the general history of music.
I must apologize for inflicting all these technical
details on you ; but in tracing the history of a piece of
music these purely musical details are sometimes
important links in a chain of evidence. I fear you
may not be too pleased at my doubting the truth of
your Handelian tradition ; but I would at least suggest
that The Buffs' March, if not composed by Handel, is
much older than the time of Handel and that it is of
purely English origin.
If I can be of any further help to yon, I hope you
will make use of me.
I should be interested to , know (if you can tell me)
whether Captain M. Williams survived the War. I
never met him, but we had a very pleasant and friendly
correspondence for a short time; after the summer
of 1914 I never had any further news of him. He sent
me one or two other marches of The Buffs, but I could
not tell him anything about them at that time; it
was owing to his letters and also to a request
from another officer in Prance (who had been asked
to give a lecture there on old English military music)
that I began looking for things of this kind in
the British Museum.
Yours faithfully,
EDWARD J. DENT.
Professor of Music in the University of Cambridge.
Major P. W. Tomlinson,
Naval and Military Gub.
*

occurs in Handel's " Acis and Galatea " —in the Duet
and chorus " Happy, happy we." Given Handel's
wellknown habit of picking up ideas where he found
them, it seems quite likely that Handel knew your
March melody, cither as a traditional dance or as your
March, and used this fragment of it.
I quote from memory, as I cannot lay my hand on
Captain Williams's letters, if indeed I have kept them ;
but I think I remember the whole March correctly, and
I well remember hearing it played one day in
a Cambridge street when The Buffs were here in
October, 1914.
It is generally held that military music began
in past centuries with the soldiers' practice of singing
popular songs on the march. In Elizabethan times and
in the first half of the 17th century there were many
English marches in 6/8 or 6/4 time, like yours; they
are to. be found in such collections as Lady Nevell's
Virginal Book, the Fitzwilliam Virginal Book and
Elizabeth Rogers' Virginal Book which belongs to
1656. There were also marches in 4/4 time. The
6/8 marches are most probably popular dance tunes.

*

*

*

Historical Section (Militapr Branch),
Committee of Imperial Defence,
Audit House,
Victoria Embankment,
E.C.4.
Dear Sir,
I am very much obliged indeed to you for the
trouble you have taken in answering my query at such
length. Your letter is most interesting and, if you
have no objection, I shall have it printed in our regi
mental paper.
I am enclosing a copy of the whole of our march;
unfortunately it is out of print.
Personally I would much sooner believe that it is
an English tune and not by Handel.
I wonder whether you would be so good as to let
me know where the three Virginals that you mention
are to be seen (Lady Nevell: Fitzwilliam : Elizabeth
Rogers). I am assuming that you have never explored
them with a view to finding out whether our march
occurs in any of them. If they are in London I might
make timp to go and look through them myself.
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I have written to the Secretary of our Past and
Present Association to ask for Williams' address. He
certainly survived the war and I have an idea that he
lives in the wilds of Ireland; but he has rather
dropped out and, as a matter of fact, I never soldiered
with him; we were always in different battalions.
Again thanking you for your kindness,
I am.
Yours faithfully,
F. W. TOMLINSON, Major.
Professor E. J. Dent, M.A., Mus.B.,
77 Panton Street,
Cambridge.
' *

*

*



77 Panton Street,
Cambridge.
12th May, 1928.

Dear Sir,
I must apologize for not answering your kind letter
sooner; I had intended to look into the question
a little further, but' have had no time. If you think
my notes worth publishing in your Regimental
Magazine, they are at your disposal, but I think it
would' be better if I revised them a little and put them
into clearer shape first.
Mr. Clive Carey, who is an
expert on old English dance tunes, has just come back
from Australia, and I hope to see him soon; I know
be would be much interested and he may be able to
throw more light on the problem.
You will find the chief collections of Virginal Music
described tinder that heading in detail in Grove's
Dictionary of Music; it gives a list of all the pieces in
each. The books which are tbe property of the King,
have now been transferred from Buckingham Palace
to the British Museum, where they are on permanent
loan in the " King's Music Room " and accessible to
students. Mr. W. C. Smith, who is in charge of them
would most gladly give you any help either personally
or by letter. " Lady Nevell's Book," the property of
the Marquess of Abergavenny, has been reprinted
entire, published by Curwens; it is an expensive
publication—about £3, I think. The Fitzwilliam
book, which is in the Fitzwilliam Museum at
Cambridge, was reprinted entire about 20 years ago;
it is now veiy difficult to obtain and secondhand
copies, when they do come into the market, fetch about
.£10 or £\2. There is an excellent book about it (with
extracts and valuable historical notes) by Dr. E. W.
Naylor of Cambridge, but he told me the other day that
it was out of print. I hope he may get it reprinted.
Elizabeth Roger's Virginal Book (not described in
Grove's article) is in the British Museum. It is of later
date—1656 and not of the same historical importance ;
but for our purposes it is interesting. I imagine that
Elizabeth Rogers was a lady who (like many
lady amateurs of later centuries, including those of
my own younger days) kept a MS. music book and
copied in any pieces that interested her, such as
marches and songs of the days of the Civil War. She
was not very accurate, but that does not matter very
much for our purposes. The British Museum has some
other MS. books of the same kind belonging to
Napoleonic times, in which I found a good many
military marches—of course of a different type from
yours.
I have often thought it would be interesting
if somebody would make a book of all the traditional
regimental music of the British army, with historical
notes. I fancy Sir Ian Hamilton is interested in that
sort of thing, and I am sure Colonel Somerville, late
of Kneller Hall, would be interested, as he is a keen
musician.

There is a fairly good book on the history of
Military Music by H. G. Farmer, but it does not go
very deeply into things.
I looked up Fortescue's History of the British
Army, and find that The Buffs were formed in 1665
out of regiments which had served since 1572 in
Holland. I wondered if there was a chance of finding
your March in Dutch collections; this would not
prevent its being an English tune, for several
undoubted English times have been naturalized in
Holland, and are to be found in Dutch Metrical Psalters
of that period, and other collections. The wanderings
of old English tunes on the Continent are very curious ;
I have an Italian dancing master's MS. book of about
1750 which is full of English tunes under Italian
names—including " La Buscott" which is none
other than " The Buff Coat " ! Has " The Buff Coat "
any connection with The Buffs ?
Yours sincerely,
Major F. W. Tomlinson,
EDWARD J. DENT.
Naval and Military Club.
CLARIDC.ES HOTEL, JUNE 20TH.
The following were amongst those present at Major
F. W. Tomlinson's tea party :—
MajorGeneral Sir Guy and Lady Bainbridge.
Sir Theodore and Lady Brinckman.
Miss Bromhead.
Major W. H. Booth.
Major and Mrs. Bright.
Lt.Colonel and Mrs. Crookenden.
Mr. F. G. Crozier.
Captain and Mrs. Causton.
Miss Davidson.
Lt.Colonel and Mrs. Friend.
Colonel H. and Mrs. Findlay.
Major C. S. Field.
Captain Foster Hall and Miss Ellis.
Major and Mrs. Gould.
Mrs. Goff.
Major C. D. K. Greenway.
Major G. Hickman.
Major and Mrs. Hood Gregory.
Captain G. Howe.
Major Houblon.
Mrs. and Miss Hulke.
Mrs. and Miss Ingonville Williams.
Lt.Colonel and Mrs. Knight.
Captain Knight.
Captain and Mrs. Keble.
Major, Mrs. and Miss Guy Lee.
Major E. H. Lynch.
Brig.General, Mrs. and Miss McDouall,
Captain and Mrs. Maiden.
Captain and Mrs. Morgan.
Lt.Colonel and Mrs. Mairis.
Lt.Colonel and Mrs. Power.
Mr. and Mrs. Penlington.
Lady Robertson.
Mrs. and Miss Ronald.
Lt.Colonel Sparrow.
Captain and Mrs. Stronge.
Major and Mrs. Thomson.
Major Ternan.
Miss Tomlinson.
Captain C. J. Wood.
Captain and Mrs. Wilson.

Sergeants 1st Bn. The Buffs, Calcutta 1875.
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The 1st Battalion.

AST month we were
J
able to report the
killing of a.tigress by Major
Hart, and news has recently
come in that Capt. Essell
. and Mr. G. L. B. Oliver,
who recently went out
together on "Shikari" have
each
bagged
one. We
cannot' vouch for the
.accuracy of what follows,
for it is based on a
combination of rumours
~and second hand reports—
and rumour, as everyone
" ' knows, is a lying jade and
in the East is a garrulous hag who, like all
Orientals, knows not what truth means.
However, we give the stories for what they are
worth. It appears that one day Capt. Essell
was out walking in the jungle carrying his
rifle, and accompanied by his faithful setter
" Dinah." Substitute gun for rifle and he
might in just such a way' have been rabbit
shoqting. Suddenly, across his path strolled
a l&rge tigress. Coming smartly to the
'present' he shot poor'tabby in the foot.
Tabby, not liking the look of things and
finding discretion the better part of valour,
slunk off—luckily for the intrepid sportsman.
Now it is never wise to follow up a wounded
tiger alone, for he who does so is likely to
share the same fate as that giddy young lady
of Niger, of whom we all heard in.the nursery.
So returning to camp, he summoned coolies
and his brother ' Shikari,' and together they
tracked the wounded beast through the jungle
to a thicket. Then with a roar' of anger, out
leapt puss and received one this time through
the heart, falling an inert mass at the gallant
Captain's feet. So after all senior subalterns
may put back the Army List on the shelf.
There will not be a vacancy that way !
Of the next story Mr. Oliver is the hero.
Walking through the jungle he espied a tigress
enjoying a meal off a defunct buffalo. Forth
with he sought the nearest tree in order to
gain a good perch frqni Which to shoot. But
before he reached it lie slipped and fell down
that tree with a bump. Tigresses, we suppose,
have nerves like other ladies and this was too
much for this one. Her appetite failed and
incontinently she fled. Full of hope, though,
our hero sought another tree and climbed into
its lower branches. This tree, it seems, was
of a prickly variety, so that the impromptu
" Maclian " was not exactly a bed of roses.
Moreover the branch on which he crouched
bent under his weight unpleasantly close to

the ground. And there he waited. The
seconds grew into minutes (as they invariably
do). The minutes grew into an hour (as is
their habit). The prickles seemed to grow
thicker and to penetrate deeper. The branch
became harder and seemed to bend even nearer
the ground. But what do such discomforts
matter when a tigress is the goal ? Slowly
the seconds ticked over and continued to pile
up into minutes. The minutes slowly, ever
so slowly, mounted till the second hour was
passed. Oh Lord ! How stiff, and sore,
and cramped he felt as he tenderly shifted his
weight.
Hush! What's that ? A streaky lissom
form glided catlike through the undergrowth.
A great head peered out. Shoulders and
body followed. The great tail swished slowly
this way and that to signify its owner's content
as she contemplated her interrupted meal.
Ah! now was the moment. With wildly
beating heart; cautiously our hero lifted his
rifle to his shoulder, drew a bead and fired.
And the shock of the explosion knocked him
off his insecure perch so that he fell to the
ground minus the seat of his pants. But
pussy had eaten her last meal. She lay
stretched out stone dead. Thus ' Bolly '
bagged his first tigress, and if nothing else
is true in these two stories at. any rate the
results are.
As we write Naini Tal week is in full
swing. To the uninitiated it must be
explained that Maini is the summer Metropolis
of the United Provinces. Here His Excellency
the Governor lives, and the Commanderin
Chief, Eastern Command, has his abode.
There are pukka hotels there and shops with
plate glass windows and a lake complete with
yacht club and pulling boats. All the
amenities of the West may be found there,
combined with the grandeur of the East.
Once a year all who can spare the time flock
there for a week crammed with every kind
of entertainment. We have sent a polo team,
Mr. Fox, Mr. Coates and Mr. Foster being our
representatives. Others have gone to play
cricket and tennis. The polo ground is
enclosed on three sides by high stone walls
and on the other side by a long pavilion. As
it is quite small teams play three aside and
take the ball off the wall so that the game is
like racquets on horse back. Difficult, but
diverting. News has not yet come in as to
the results of any of the matches, but as there
are some pretty hot teams competing, we
are not likely to get far.
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At Ranikhet recently a tennis tourna
ment has been held. In this Mrs. Wale and
Mr. Hill won the mixed doubles. Mr. Hill,
with his partner, also won the men's doubles,
and also got into the finals of the singles. It
looked at first as though he would win this
too, for he walked away with the first set and
was within one point of winning the second.
But at that moment the tide turned, and he
was eventually beaten. As he had played
the two other finals the same afternoon, it is
not to be wondered that he could not quite
stay the course.
Last week the 2nd Battalion The
Gloucestershire Regiment gave a dance in the
Mess at Ranikhet to which everyone in the
Station was invited. The Mess Room made
a splendid ball room and the compound was
lit up with dozens of Chinese lanterns, butties,
and earthenware saucers containing oil and
a wick. Such an entertainment is quite
a novelty in Ranikhet, for most dances are
held at the Club. The whole evening went
with a swing and a most hilarious night was
wound up about 2 o'clock with a sausage
and fried egg supper washed down with beer.
A few nights later a Grand Masonic ball
was held at the Club. Here all the worshipful
brothers in the station, accompanied by their
spouses and other ladies, roused the welkin
until quite four in the morning. And some of
these wor. bro. were on parade again at
5.30 a.m., shooting on the range !
Last week a Depot Novices Boxing Meeting
was held in the Ranikhet Rink. This was
divided into two parts—Division "A" being
open to Novices who had done a good deal of
boxing, and Division "B" to tyros. There
were also events for Boys. The Buffs had
about fifteen entries from the Men and all
the Boys. Boys Catt and Dixon both fought
particularly well and met each other in the
finals, Boy Catt winning on points after three
very spirited bouts in which some very hard
blows were exchanged. It is good to see the
boys taking so keenly to this sport for it is
to them, primarily, that we must look in the
future for our coming " Listers."
Captain and Mrs. Marshall recently left for
Simla, where Captain Marshall has been
appointed temporarily as an Assistant Military
Secretary.

At the beginning of the month our District
Commander, MajorGeneral Sir George Franks,
left for Ireland, his period of Command having
expired. We understand he hopes to enter the
Senate of the Irish Free State. General Sir
G. Ironside, late of the 2nd Division
in Aldershot, is to succeed him.
We hear also that we are shortly to lose our
Brigadier, Colonel Williams, who has been
given an appointment at home. His successor
.has not yet been announced, but we believe
he is an officer well known to the Buffs. At
present, though, the cat must not be let out of
the bag.
Sergeants' Mess.
Our expert Dragon correspondent Sgt. Crump, at
present at Ranikhet with "C" Company, is unable to
compile our Notes, so I have taken on this pleasant,
but difficult duty.
We had the Officers " At Home " to Tea and Tennis
on Saturday, 5th, but won only two sets. Although
our budding stars have had plenty of practice we were
up against it this time, but hope to do better later on.
Tenuis has taken a great hold on the Mess and our
players have greatly improved, but we were up against
such players as Colonel Smith, Major Hart, Lieut.
Fox, Lieut. Coates and others, so really I think on the
whole we acquitted ourselves as well as can be
expected.
We had our two courts in action. Hard and inutty
games were played continuously from 5.30 p.m. to
6.45 p.m. and 'it was a very pleasant afternoon.
Remarks were passed afterwards such as : " Where
did the Colonel find that serve ?" and " Why does
Major Hart tower over the net ?" ; " I did not see any
of Mr. Fox's serves " and " How did Dan manage to
get back that one with his left ?"
Our representatives were R.S.M. Martin, C.S.M.'s
Farrow, Beasley and Rausley, A/S/Sgt. Johnson,
Sgts. McLean, Papworth, Chambers, Meakiu and
Dennis. " Flog Dog" and partner as I mentioned
last year, are doing well and are qualifying for
Wimbledon. Their excuse is now that it all depends
on Eastern Command if they use the Blue Pencil when
the Leave Roll goes up for those with six years abroad,
but I would like to send a snap of this couple in action,
especially the pose and expression. We buy our own
balls now, which accounts for not half so many being
sent over tbe Barber's Shop !
Things are quiet here at Bareilly now that all the
Ladies have proceeded to Ranikhet and Khauspur,
but there are plenty of games going on with
Hot Weather Hockey and Football League for 1st and
Reserve Teams and our gramaphone playing Dodiodo
at nights keeps the place alive. Sgt. Turner is our
gramaplione expert and obliges with all the latest
records, but he has been busy lately with Mule Loading
at night so we have missed our usual treat.
Sgt. Hancock has gone to Naini Tal for attachment
to the Auxiliarv Force and we are sorry to lose Sgt.
Dennis, who is posted to the Auxiliary Force near
Calcutta. Sgt. Pliebey has been transferred to the
Auxiliary Force and we wish him the best of luck.
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Sgt. Gibson and Sgt. Burville have proceeded to the
Depot; both are a great loss to the Mess and a gain
to the Depot. They are excellent at all games and
will be an asset, especially Gibbo's singing " Old Pal
and The Sheik of Araby." We hope they are settled
down by now and are getting used to the Depot. Mind
the main street, Gibbo. Perhaps the coat has been
dyed that she used to wear, eh !
L/Sgt. Hadaway has arrived back from Pachmari
and L/Sgt. Stace has proceeded there on a Small Arms
Course. L/Sgt. Willing has been posted to the M.G.
Platoon from "A" Company. Sgt. Goss has two
months leave to Khanspur and others have had the
usual leave to Ranikhet. Anywhere to go away from
here for a little while is very welcome.
I notice that. Mandy Barton states that our Mess
is quiet. Well, perhaps we are, but we have got quite
a lot of things on and he knows uhat a job it is to get
anyone to write Notes, so I hope these few lines will
make up for a little deficiency of late.
A.T.F.
Lansdowne.
Every year Bareilly sends a team to play
Lansdowne at all forms of sport. This is quite
a common custom in India ; people in various stations
get to know one another; also there is the change of
air and surroundings, which is good for all.
Lansdowne is situated in the foothills of the
Himalayas at a height of about 4,000 feet. Here are
stationed the bulk of our 8th Bareilly Infantry Brigade,
2/19th Hyderabads, 2/3rd Gurkhas, the Garhwal Rifles
and new arrivals from Burma, the 2/20th Burma Rifles.
The latter, we hear, are rather partial to dogs as an
article of diet. It is no doubt a gross libel, but we
shall soon find out when we go to camp with them in
the cold weather.
Last, year we managed to raise a full side to play
them at all games, but this year owing to various
reasons we could only manage to scrape together seven
and two ladies.
From the Regiment went Major Hamilton, Captains
Peareth, Craig, Boucher and Fox. Mrs. Marshall
was one of the two ladies, without her husband, he
having been sent off to a temporary, but good job, at
Simla.
Our journey up to Lansdowne by train to the foot
of the hills, thence by car climbing 4,000 feet in 27
miles, went off without any incident. The whole party
gave a sigh of relief when they finally got out of the
cars at th.e top amongst the "pine trees—to breathe
once more fresh clean air and not to feel stifled by the
heat was truly a blessing to be thankful for.
Every preparation had been made to receive us.
We were immediately pounced upon by our respective
hosts and led away rather like lambs to the slaughter.
From that moment the ball started rolling and did
not cease until the following Sunday, when we climbed
into the cars to go down the hill, home to Bareilly
once more, just a trifle sad that the past week was
.over which we had all enjoyed so much.
I am just wondering whether any of the team left
their hearts behind. One might have done if he had
not ricked his ankle playing football halfway through
the week, which meant he was confined to his bed for
the remainder of the time.
As regards sport, which we primarily came up for
although you might not think so, we were utterly, and
entirely defeated at every game in which we played,
in spite of the valiant arid stout, efforts of the senior
ones of our team. In the hockey, in which the score
against us ran into double figures, our gallant Captain
who was playing at back, early on received the ball
full pitch on the calf of his leg—luckily it was the calf—

a tremendous hit, the sound of which could be heard
all over the ground. Nevertheless he grimly stuck to
his post until the end of the game, staggering about,
wielding his weapon like the knight _ of old, sorely
bruised and broken with a look on his face as if to
say, " What have I done to deserve this ?"
In the football we were, saved from a similar debacle
by a torrent of rain falling ten minutes after play had
commenced, which stopped the game for good. But
even in this game we suffered grievously, especially
our gallant Captain once more. After his last
experience at hockey he decided to take a more retiring
position in the play and he finally announced to all
that he would defend the goal to the last if need be.
Alas ! He did not count on the power of our opposing
forward line who hardly gave him a moment's peace
during the ten minutes before the rain mercifully saved
us. No joke playing football in Lansdowne; the
ground consists of rock in most parts, covered in gravel.
Besides the games we had two Regimental dances,
one given by the Hyderabads and the other by the
Royal Garhwal Rifles. Unfortunately the Hyderabad
dance was spoilt by rain, which ruined all the lighting
effects and incidentally the " kala juggahs" outside.
However, in spite of the rain the dance was a great
success. Which reminds me; Lansdowne is a most
difficult place to find one's way about. The whole of
the hillside is covered with pine trees and broken up
into ravines with the bungalows and houses scattered
about haphazard, paths leading in all directions—up
hill, down hill, but never level. Every twenty yards
or so paths branch off to the left or right. It
is impossible for a stranger to go from one bungalow
to another without a guide ; propos of which, after
the Hyderabad dance in the early hours of the morning,
one of our team set off up the hillside complete with
guide, to return to his quarters perched on the highest
point of the ridge. I am not quite sure of the hour he
started, but when dawn broke in its glorious splendour
over the snows of the Himalayas, our friend was still
climbing. Apparently his guide wasn't too sure where
he wanted to go, like all guides, and was trying all the
paths, hoping to hit the right one. Eventually, I am
told, the sad little procession entered the Gurkha lines,
where our enraged hero was guided sobbing to his
quarters, with the sun high in the heavens. Neither
he nor his guide could speak a word of each other's
language.
From the Garhwals' Mess in Lansdowne it is
possible to get the most gorgeous view of the
Himalayas stretching right across the horizon as far
as the eye can see.
As a finale to the week, the Burma Rifles, who have
just joined our Brigade, gave a comic Gymkhana
ending up with a dance by a Company of Kachins;
those who have been in Burma will know about them.
The dance was very picturesque and most impressive,
each man carrying his sword drawn in his hand. The
evolutions were very similar to the figures of eight,
stars, etc., we used to do in Swedish drill—in fact very
like a torchlight tattoo with swords in p'ace of torches.
So ended another Lansdowne week which will be
remembered by all of those who went there, with happy
memories.
"H.Q." Wing.
It lias recently been decided tliat, for the purposes of Sport, "14"
and "23" Groups should be amalgamated to form a Wing Team to
compete in the Harris Shield events and Hot Weather Leagues, etc.
This necessitated a complete reorganisation of existing arrangements
and committees, etc., so a Company Sports' Meeting was held, under
the auspices of our Company Commander, Lieut. G. L. B. Oliver and
Lieut. V. Boucher, to deckle on the future organisation of Company
Sports,
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Firstly, it was decided that the Rupee Sports subscription should
be divided as follows :—Regimental Games to receive five
Annas as
heretofore and "H.Q." Wing the residue. With this money, all sports
gear would be provided, but eacli Group would have to provide their
own jerseys, etc., for Group games. It was left to a subcommittee
to decide 011 the composition of the future Wing Colours. The colours
eventually chosen were a composition of "14" and "23" group colours,
viz. : blue and red quartering?, black shorts, blue stockings with blue
and white tops. A representative from each Group was selected for
each Sport to select the Wing teams. These are the committees which
were chosen.:—
FOOTBALL.—Bds. Vincent (Band), Dmr. Burbridge (Drums), Pte.
Turner (Signals), Cpl. Clover (M.G.'s), Cpl. Devcrson (No. 3 Group).
HOCKEY.—L/Cpl. Fcaron (Baud), L/Cpl. Hicks (Drums), Pte. Hollands
(.Signals), Cpl. Redman (M.G.'s), Pte. Girling (No. 3 Group).
CRICKET.—L/Cpl. Cadman (Band), Dmr. Burbridge (Drums), Pte.
Kendall (Signals), 1,/Cpl. Reed (M.G.'s), Pte. Barden (No. 3 Group)
RUGBY.—Sgt. Meakin (Band), Cpl. Sinclair (Drums), Pte. Langdon
(Signals), I,t. Oliver (M.G.'s), Pte. Carter (No. 3 Group).
BOXING.—L/Cpl. Fcaron (Band), Dmr. Harland (Drums), Pte. Coveney
(Signals), Cpl. Jar vis (M.G.'s), Cpl. Deverson (No. 3 Group).
BAYONET FENCING.—Sgt. Meakin (Band), Cpl. Sinclair (Drums), Pte.
Turner (Signals), L/Sgt. Brophy (M.G.'s), Cpl. Deverson (No. 3
Group).
TUGOFWAR.—Sgt. Meakin (Band), Dmr. F. R. Smith (Drums),
Sgt. Vale (Signals), Sgt. Baker (M.G.'s), Pte. Deverson (No. 3
Group).
ATHLETICS.—Bds. Vincent (Band), Dmr. Etlieridge (Drums), L/Cpl.
Newman (Signals), Sgt. Parks (M.G.'s), Pte. Girling (No. 3 Group).
A subcommittee composed of the Group Sergeants was also to see
to the general running of "H.Q." Wing Sports. Pte. Carter was
selected to be Wing Sports Storeman and Cpl. Stocken to be Wing
Dragon Correspondent, assisted by Cpl. Jarvis, if required.

HOT WEATHER LEAGUE.
The first match of this League was a First Eleven Football Match
against the R.A., played on their ground, in which we lost 21, L/Cpl
Belts scoring our only goal. I will not enlarge on this game as it has
already been reported on in the previous Dragon by Cpl. Jarvis.
The second was also a First Eleven game, against "A" Company,
played on April 20th. This game caused extraordinary interest in the
Battalion, between three and four hundred spectators being present
to watch the match. There was very little to choose between the two
teams, if anything, "A" Company had the faster forward line, but to
counteract this, our defence was slightly the stronger. The game
started with a run through by our forwards, some beautiful shots at
goal being put in by L/Cpl. Betts and Pte. Bing which the opposing
goalie just managed to clear. Five minutes after the start, "A"
Company forwards ran through with the ball and Cpl. Jarvis, our goalie,
saved a difficult shot from the right wing. A dingdong battle followed,
during which Bidwell put a beautiful drop shot' in from the halfway
line which unfortunately bounced just over the bar. Halftime came
with no score on either side. The first twenty minutes of the second
half our forwards were very slow, particularly on the right wing and
they hung back too much. During this time "A" Company forwards
were pressing hard, but thanks to brilliant work on the part of our
defence, notably our goalkeeper, Cpl. Jarvis, who made several brilliant
saves and also our rightback, Pte. Bidwell, who is a "Tower
of Strength " to the defence, our opponents were unable to score. Five
minutes beforehand, L/Cpl. Bamford, the outsideleft, ran in and scored
the only goal of the match. After this, our forwards bucked up a bit,
and despite the strenuous efforts of our opponents, we eventually won
by the only goal.
Our team was as follows:—Goalie, Cpl. Jarvis. Backs, I'tes.
Bidwell and Howland. Halfbacks, Cpl. Hoy, Dmr. F. R. Smith and
Pte. Busby. Forwards, Ptes. Girling, Bing, and E. Smith, L/Cpls.
Betts and Bamford.
On April 23rd, the first Hockey Match of the First Eleven took place
on the R.A. ground, against the Eirst Field Battery. Owing to it
being a " Muttee " pitch, our team found it a bit strange after being
used to playing on a grass pitch and towards the end it became
increasingly difficult to see the ball.
As regards the play, it was rather on the rough side, which spoilt
an otherwise good game. The outstanding events on our side were,
in the first place, a brilliant run through by L/Cpl. Fcaron, who took
the ball through, practically on his stick, which gave us our winning
goal; and the brilliant play ol the defence. The R.A. did most of
the attacking in the second half, but thanks to the Defence, tliey rarely
got into the circle to shoot, and when they did, there was the invincible
" BiddyBoy," cool as the proverbial cucumber, to run out and clear
it. Except for an occasional run through by Fcaron, Girling or Earrell,
the limelight was on the defence and they certainly played up well.
Our team was as follows :—Goalie, Pte. Bidwell. Backs, Ptes. Penfold
and Collard. Halves, Pte. Karrell, W.O. Carroll, R.Q.M.S. Evans.
Forwards, Pte. Taylor, L/Cpl. Fearon, Pte. Girling, Pte. Farrell, Pte.
Hollands. Result": a win for us, 10.

2ND XI. FOOTBALL, HOT WEATHER LEAGUE.
The first
match was played against "D" Company on the 24th
April, which again attracted a crowd of about three hundred. The
game proved to be a fast one, the star performers being Bds. Vincent
at insideright and Pte. Harland, the rightback. The halfline also
played well, especially L/Cpl. Cribben at centrehalf. All the team
played well, except the centreforward, who was rather like a fish out
of water, due, probably to the fact that lie was playing in a strange
position, his usual place being in the half line. It was obvious that
Vincent was the favourite, and when he scored his third goal, there
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were cries of, " Good old Savage " ; " Well done, Spider " : " What,
the old Toasting Fork, he's got a goal on each prong." We eventually
won by three goals to one. The team was as follows :—Goalie, Pte.
Iiuneysett. Backs, Pte. Harland and L/Cpl. Reed. Halves, Pte.
Yard, L/Cpl. Cribben, Pte. Ineson. Forwards, Pte. Etlieridge, Bds.
Vincent, Cpl. Deverson, Pte. Penfold, L/Cpl. Newell.
On the 26th, our First Eleven Hockey team played "A" Company
and won 21, the goals being scored by W.O. Carroll from a pass frc m
the wing by Hollands, and later, a run through by Pte. Girling.
Our team played well in the first half, the passing from the halves
to the wings and from them to the forwards being particularly good.
Evidently the team had gone all out in the first half, as they fell to
pieces in the second half and were obviously " done." It proved to
be rather a tame finish to an otherwise good game. The team was the
same as played the R.A.
The following day found our Second Eleven matched against
"D" Company, in which we won 2 0. This proved to be rather an
erratic game and nothing really brilliant was done either side. Our
goals were scored by Vincent and E. Smith. The team was as follows :
Goalie, Pte. Bing; Backs, L/Cpl. Cribben and Pte. A. Smith. Halves,
Sgt. Meakin, L/Cpl. Reed, Pte. T. Dudman. Forwards, Pte. E. Smith,
Davis, Vincent, Glanfield, and Grant.
The Second Eleven Football team tried their strength against "A"
Company, but could not force a decision in their favour. From start
to finish our team had the best of the play, but, despite all their efforts,
were unable to put the ball in the net. There were repeated scrimmages
in front of our opponents' goal, but could they score, could they ****.
The whole team played up extremely well, especially " Swill" Harland
and Ineson who are hardgoers all the time. Cribben's length was
decidedly useful when it came to " heading." There were one or two
changes in the team. Saunders replaced L/Cpl. Reed (in hospital)
and F. R. Smith replaced Cpl. Deverson at centreforward. On this
occasion the Wing's new colours were used fcr the first time and despite
the forebodings of the superstitious ones, we did not lese, but drew 0 0.
The next match was the most exciting one of the season, being a
First Eleven Football match against "D" Company in which we won
by three goals to one. The star players were Johnny Jarvis in goal,
who played a very cool game indeed, catching the ball and dodging the
approaching forwards in quite professional style. His dress was a
yellow jersey, consequently, there were cries of " Good old canary,
that's the stuff to give them." BiddyBoy also came in for his usual
applause which he thoroughly deserves. It would be hard to find
a safer " back." Busby played a hard game al lefthalf, repeatedly
stopping the rush of the oposing forwards. " Mallet" Smith played
his usual steady game at centrehalf. The forwards had decidedly
improved and Etlieridge welldeserved his elevation to the first team.
Griggs, Betts and Bing were our goalgetters, Bing's being a particularly
pretty one from a pass from Bamford on the left wing about live minutes
before time. The changes in our team were :—Etlieridge in place c f
Girling, Betts from insideright to centreforward and Griggs in place
of E. Smith.
On May 8th, we played the Second Eleven of "A" Company at
Hockey in which we won 3 2. It proved to be a very good game and
again we had most of the play in the first half, but fell off in the second
half. In both First and Second Eleven teams we seem unable to stick
the pace for the full game. The forward line has improved greatly,
the passing from centre to wing and back to centre were very coolly
done and quite a change from the usual rather wild hitting which one
is usually treated to, especially in a junior team. The play was of a
quite high standard for a Second Eleven team and they are to be
congratulated on their improvement. The star player was obviously
Pte. Glanfield, who scored our three goals for us. Spider Vincent
did not seem to be able to get his " prongs " to work as lie usually does.
Grant (Ganite) is a fast winger and, much to the amusement of the
crowd on the touchline, twice did a header into the crowd along the
goal line in trying to get at a rather too forward pass. Cpl. Redman
resumed his place at rightback where he proved his worth. The team
was as follows :—Goalie, Pte. Bing. Backs, Cpl. Redman, Pte. Smith.
Halves, Sgt. Meakin, L/Cpl. Reed and L/Cpl. Cribben. Forwards.
Ptes. Smith. Davis, Vincent, Glanfield. Grant.

BAYONET FENCING.
Battalion Individual Championships, May 10th, 1928.
Several of our men entered for this and some did quite well. The
following is a list of our entries and a very short account of the results.
Bds. Vincent v. Cpl. Godfrey.
Godfrey was disarmed in the first encounter, but won fairly easily
with welltimed points to the mask.
Pte. W. Langdon v. L/Cpl. Gudgeon.
Langdon parried his opponent's point and got one in himself, but
eventually lost to a quicker man.
L/Cpl. Newell v. Cpl. Butcher.
Newell was up against a better man and lost.
Pte. Kendall v. Pte. Baldwin.
This was rather amusing owing to the difference in their sizes.
It was like a tree rat dancing round a squirrel. Both of them failed
to take advantage of position after having parried a point. Kendall
eventually won.
L/Sgt. Brophy v. Pte. G. Andrews.
Brophy adopted the crouching attitude against his opponents'
standup style, but his hopes of getting under and in were foiled
and Andrews won.

226
Pte. C. Pearce v. L/Cpl. Ingrain.
Pcarce was up against a far superior man and the contest was short
and sweet.
R.S.M. Martin v. L/Cpl. Taylor.
This was quite a stylish match, but the R.S.M. was a bit too clever
for his young opponent. His chief forte is disengaging and coming
in on the opposite side to that which is expected.
Pte. Andrews v. Cpl. Butcher.
Andrews judged distance badly in pointing and lost where he
should have won.
L/Sgt. Vale v. Capt. Hammond Davies.
Vale was obviously up against an old hand at the game, and his
opponent timed his points beautifully and won with comparative
ease.
Pte. Chappell v. Cpl. Hodkiu.
Hodkin did not have much trouble in accounting for his opponent.
Pte. Barker v. Pte. For man.
The same can be said of this light, Forman winning easily.
R.S.M. Martin v. Sgt. Turner.
_
To evervone's surprise the R.S.M. lost by two points to three. 11
was a very good light as Sgt. Turner is no mug at it, being a P.T.
Instructor.

HOT WEATHER LEAGUE HOCKEY.

On May lOtli, our first team played "D" Company. In the first
half it looked as if our opponents were going to win, as at halftime we
were losing 10. Dining the second half our team got "cracking
and scored two goals, one by Snowy Girling and the other by Hollands,
who ran in from the wing and carried the ball through himself. The
only criticism, if any, is that both the backs were inclined to hang
up too much, instead of hanging back, consequently if the opposing
did break through, they had an open goal in front of them. That is
how they got their goal in the first
half. There were some slight
alterations in the team, Bds. A. Smith in place of Collard (in Hospital),
L/Cpl. Reed at centrehalf, in place of W.O. Carroll on leave. In the
first half Farrell went outsideleft and Hollands insideleft, but after
halftime, they changed back to their positions, which I think was
wise. As this" goes to print we are in a very strong position in the
League. Our First Eleven Teams are top of the League at Hockey and
Football and our Second Eleven team is top at Football and second at
Hockey, which I think you will admit is a very satisfactory state of
affairs. We have since played another Second Eleven Hockey match
which we won, so this also puts the Second Eleven team at the top of
the Hockey League.

Machine Qun Platoon.
We are still merry and bright, suffering under the burning sun
on the merry old plains.
The events of the past month have been very few and apart from
training and firing the A.M.G.C., we have not been very ousy.
The course went off very well. We left barracks at 6,3.0 a.m. and
started firing at 7.15 a.m. Usually we were off the range by 9.30 a.m.
Those who were fortunate enough to be the proud possessors of " iron
steeds, were allowed to ride to the range, but those not so fortunate
had to "pad the hoof" for the oneandahalf miles. Breakfast on
the range, consumed with a wary eye on the numerous Kite hawks,
who are forever on the lookout for spare "grub," and the course was
all over in a fortnight.
The shooting this year was very good and the " tanners" made,
many. The " Dhersie," it is rumoured, has been having a very busy
time; What with new M.G.'s and the " two dodger Wa'lahs." All
finished well and we had 38 marksmen, 10 first elnss and 2 qualified
gunners. The platoon average was something like 360. The highest
score was that of L/Cpl. Martin, 195, with our I'latoon Sergeant second
with a score of 484. Well done. Excitement ran high throughout the
platoon and the guns had many a " Salaam."
At present we are in the midst of that terrible subject " Weapon
training," prior to firing our 10 rounds, "Buckshee" to remind one
that a tiling called a rifie also fires bullets as well as a Machine Gun.
Our platoon Sergeant " Sammy," also " Darkie," have gone to
the " Khuds" to see the "troubles and strifes and Gawd forbids"
and we hope they have a good time, in that cooler climate. Our
platoon commander has mysteriously left us and crept away on leave
to some unknown destination. We also hope that he lias a good lime
and all we wait for now is our good time if we can manage to get up to
the " Khuds" this year.
Dear old George Brophy is now O.C., M.G.'s, Platoon Sergeant and
clerk of the works all rolled into one. Never mind, George, roll on
next year. What's that ? Getting married. No, George! Well,
I am surprised. " Roll on January."
All one feels inclined to do these days is to lay on the " feather
and flip" and let the punkahs fan one. All energy goes between 2 and
5 p.m. and " Silence reigns supreme." At 5 p.m., life wakes with a
sudden start and the thump of the football or whack of the hockey
ball calls one to the playing fields and doesn't it give one an appetite"?
Ask Jim Redman, Charlie Newell, Crib or Charlie Bench.
Now that "H.Q." Wing is amalgamated there Is a special
correspondent in the person of Oliver Stocken and the items of sport
in these notes, concern the M.G.'s only.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

.

Can the "rations" of the gunners be increased to double owing to
the eating powers of Redman and Co. ?
Where have the " musketeers " gone ? Ask the M.O.
Who was the person that when asked if he had a Ghoorrie (knife)
replied " I am wearing one and the other is at the wash." ? Any
Bett's !!! Ask (Admiral Crrimm) ?

SPORTS UPTODATE.
The Dankers have played a few matches and the results have been
satisfactory.
M.G. II. v. Drums. Won 43.
M.G. II. v. "B" Company Dankers, 2 1 and 01.
M.G. II. v. "A" Company Dankers, 40.
M.G. II. v. B.I. Bazaar, 32, 20, 30.
During the week the M.G.'s First Eleven has sprung into activity
and liave played two matches :—
M.G. 1st X. v. Band. Won 1 0 (Pte. Ellen).
M.G. 1st XI. r. No. 3 Group. Won 20 (Buchanan and Bamford).
The great challenge to beat " Camsdell or Dixie Dean" between
Pte. Brabon and L/Cpl. Betts. Scoring to date :—
Pte. Brabon (10 goals start), 22 ; L/Cpl. Betts (scratch), 16. ^ ^ ^

Signal Section.
A few changes have occurred in both company and section since
our last notes and great improvements have been noticed in both
training and sports, as a result.
The section is now training in four squads, two squads of young
hands and two squads of old hands. The old signallers have always
been well up to standard and the new hands are coming along
splendidly, so although a few of the old 'uns are sweating on the big
boat, battalion communication will be as well maintained as ever,
in spite of the cry from some of the young " buds," that they " cannot
learn it all."
. .
The company Is now united for sports and this is a great improve
ment. The greatest improvement of all is the group sports. The
signals have found some new blood and with a signal sport stores,
under the able management of Sgt. Vale, nobody is left out in the cold.
At least one team is turned out daily and even the old crocks
are proving to be dark horses. "Hooks" has taken up hcckey in
addition to his many pastimes and has shown us what skill lie must
have exhibited when he was at the Depot, playing back. (Very far
back). Joe lias returned from Calcutta, where he has been on leave
and his biles of glorious times have started all the lads to " pice up"
for a leave themselves, which is a pity, as I had just started up in the
old business, and photography without small remuneration is expensive.
We played two games of football outside the group and drew each
time. If the platoons did not get too much of a shake on, they might
give us a game, but perhaps they are training to meet us. We have bad
inanv games between ourselves, having at least two good football
and "hockey teams in the section. The tennis club, with its own private
court, is getting well into stride and if filings turn out favourably,
we hope to arrange a few tournaments, open to all.

CANTEEN.

" A " Company.
For an indefinite period Mr Spear lias left us to take up the
appointment of A.D.C. to the G.O.C. Eastern Command. We should
like to wish him every success whilst acting in that capacity and we
all look forward to his return to the company in the near future.
All the firing
has now been completed and at the present time
several N.C.O.'s and men are undergoing local courses of a varied nature
in preparation for Hie time when the company's period of individual
training is due to commence, which incidently is close at hand. Even
our C.Q.M.S. has had to function on a Transport Course and I suppose
by the time these notes appear in print he will be in a position to tell
us the carrying capacity of a mule or any other means of conveyance
such as Capt. HammohdDavies's automobile, etc. Now I come to
think of it. it was the C.S.M. who distinctly told me to " Put that car
down " on pay parade the other week.
The result of the company team in the A.R.A. Compe
tition of 1927 has recently come to light and the position.obtained by
us was seventh, which considering the amount and sphere of com
petition that takes place, reflects favourably upon us.
The company have again the honour of having amongst them the
winner of the Paget Gold Medal for the period 192728, in the form of
Mr. Foster : the silver medal also comes to this company although
the winner, Sgt. Burville has since left us for a tour of duty at the
Depot. On behalf of the company, I should like to bestow the heartiest
congratulations upon these two excellent sportsmen, and wish Mr.
Foster the chance of the " hat trick." It is not my policy to make a
series of statements which continually repeat themselves, but I feel
certain that a description of the awards of this medal since 1919 will
be in correct order ; curiously enough, since that time the medal has
always found a home with this company and still more curious, all
the winners of the medal since 1919 have been or are at present still
serving in one platoon which incidentally is No. 3 Platoon.
In keeping with the weather which we are now experiencing, two
leagues known as the " Hot Weather Leagues" are being run in con
junction with the games of Football and Hockey and I shall endeavour
to give you a brief synopsis of the company encounters.
We opened up with our 1st XI. meeting "D" Company and
succeeded in defeating them by the narrow margin of I 0. In this
match we plaved four reserves and perhaps I should mention that
during the last seven years we have only defeated "Don" twice.
The next 1st XI. match was against "H.Q." Wing and we had the
tables reversed upon us by losing 10. According to India, "II.Q. '
Wing now rates as one company only for all purposes and therefore you
will understand that it will have to be a good team from any duty
company to inflict a defeat upon them. The 2nd XL are also in this
league and their first match was against "B" Companv in which the
score favoured "B" Company at 10. Against "H.Q.' a "no goal"
draw resulted and this was a fair result for both sides.
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In the Hockey our 1st XI. met "H.Q." and we suffered defeat with
the score of 21 and in the next match against "D" Company we again
lost by 20. We admit that Ilockey is not our shining light, but with
a change of luck in the near future the talent that we know is
in the team might have a better chance of expressing itself with more
favourable results. The 2nd XI. team met "B" Company and lost
with the score at 30.
Other games of a minor interest are of course played frequently,
but not wishing to dwell on the edge of boredom (which I am certain
these notes do at times) I refrain from making mention of them.
Apologising for any signs of indigestion that may arise after reading
these notes and being still desirous of remaining incognito I otice again
sign myself, Fort—sorry, I'm getting a trifle mixed, it should have
been
" QUARTER GUARD."
P.S. Another book from Ranikhet and a real fresh edition—no 1927
stuff. " Plains and how to dodge them," by II. Bell.

"B" Company.
The Hot Weather Football and Hockey Leagues have commenced
and are creating great interest in the Station. There are two leagues
for each game ; 1st and 2nd Teams entering I team.
At present the
Company is doing rather well, especially our 1st Football Team and 2nd
Hockey Team.

FOOTBALL.
RESERV FOOTBALL MATCH.
"B" v. "A."—'"B," 1 ; "A," 0.
"B" v. R.A.—"B," 0 ; R.A., 3.
. not take their scoring chances.

Goal scored by Bell.
A good game where our team did

RESERVE FOOTBALL TEAM.

L/Cpl. J. Pointer; I,/Cpl. G. Smith and Pte. R. Lennard ; L/Cpl.
T. Followed, Pte. F. Ovenden and Pte. IJ. Hull; Cpl. A. Richard
son, Pte. R. Elgie, Pte. J. Bell, Pte. A. Istead, C.S.M. A. Farrow.

1ST TEAM FOOTBALL.

"B" v. "D."—"B," 3; "D," 1. (Penalty). Goals were scored
by Pte. Foreman, 2 ; Pte. A. Morris, 1. A good game our forwards
combining well.

1ST FOOTBALL TEAM.
Pte. D. Home; Pte. A. Barnes and Pte. J. Puttock; Pte. T.
Murton, Pte. F. .Morris and Pte. F. Green ; Pte. Foreman, Pte. D.
Brawn, Pte. Lawson, Pte. Ltddle and L/Cpl. C. Ingram.
Isr TEAM HOCKEY.
S. & D., 5.—"B," 2. (C.S.M. Farrow, 1 ; Pte. Hull, 1). A hard
game, but we were up against a very good team. We held our own
until late in the second half.
1ST HOCKEY TEAM.
Pte. B. Moore; Pte. A. Morris and Pte. G. Foreman; Pte. R.
Woods, Lieut. D. C. Coates and Pte. D. Rose; L/Cpl. Torcy, Pte.
A. Barnes, C.S.M. A. Farrow, C.Q.M.S. G. Clayton and Pte. E.
Hull.
"B" v. "D."—"B," 2 ; "D," 2. Our Team was leading by 20
until 10 minutes from time and "D" Company equalized by break
aways. Although we had the best of the game we must blame
ourselves for slacking.
2ND TEAM HOCKEY.
"B" v. R.A. "B," 0 ; R.A., 0. A very hard game, but we were
very slow in front of goal.
"B" v. "A." "B," 3; "A," 0. The Team played very well;
all three goals were scored by Pte. L. Home.

2ND HOCKEY TEAM.

Pte. G. Bunclark ; Major G. Hamilton, M.C. and Pte. W. Plielan ;
L/Cpl. F. Boseley, L/Cpl. S. Akhurst and Pte. G. Worsdell ; L/Cpl.
J. Taylor, Pte. J. Puttock, Pte. L Home, Pte. A. Isted and Pte.
E. Woodhatch.

HOCKEY.
Owing to a lot of budding talent amongst the Company at Ilockey,
we held a Company Trial Match on 7tli May, 1928. I think that
there will be a few alterations during our next matches.
L/Cpl.
Followed, Ptes. Taylor, '87, and Hobbs, and Cpls. Hogben, Hunt and
Miles are useful and will no doubt find a place shortly in one of our
Teams.
Ptes. Lawson and I.iddle of the last Draft have got their places
in the Company 1st Team and help to complete a very good forward
line ; we hope to do very well in the Harris Shield Football this year
as the Team is certainly an improvement on our previous ones.
Cpl. Miles has returned from Belgaum and L/Sgt. Stace has taken
his place at the Pachmari Small Arms School ; Sgt. Goss is away on
two months' leave at Khanspur Hill Station, looking after his Section.
Cpl. Richardson, Ptes. Pollard, W. Martin, Iiiseoe and Castle are
on Local Vocational Training Courses and L/Cpl. Breward and Ptes.
Brawn and Packman are likeiy to go home later on a Vocational Course
in U.K.
Ptes. L Martin, R. Woods, Toombs and F. Cooper are going to
Ranikhet for a change of air ; also Pte. H. Hills lias gone as a Sick
Patient.
Major G. F. Hamilton, M.C. has taken over the Company and we
have already had him to assist us at games. He plays Hockey and
I hear that lie has a keen eye for the Cricket Ball; we expect some
big scores from him when we start Cricket. Although we have lost
Pte. G. Richards we hope to do well with 2/Licut. Oliver and Lieut.
D. C. Coates to assist us.
At present we are doing the usual Guards and Parades, but shortly
we start on Individual Training and will be busy Loading Mules, Wiring
and Digging which are amongst a few of our various subjects.
A.T.F.

"C" Company.
Marcli winds and April showers are reputed to bring forth May
llowers, but all the winds that blow around Pinnacle Point, Ranikhet,
are uuable to bring forth any (lowers of expression with which I can
open my notes and so you must all take this opening as the best that
I can dig up at the moment.
Since the last notes were rendered for the criticisms of the Editor
and the other High Nobs, we have been able to get a little sport of
sorts and just to fill up the paper I will tell you a little of them. Our
old spare parts bag (Reference Dragon for May, 1927) has started
the Company Whist Drives again and these are very well attended on
Tuesday and Saturday evenings of each week.
The prizewinners are too numerous to mention here, but it is worth
mentioning how well the prizes are distributed as there is seldom an
occasion on which a man has taken two prizes in one week.
In addition to the drives, various tournaments such as Pliat,
Auction Bridge, Casino, Rummy, Crib and Hand Ball are being run
each week, so the card players of the Company have very little time to
sit down and get fed up as was the chief occupation in this rest station.
For those who object to cards (there are some) a cricket net has
been dug out and fixed on top of the Khud and for those who are not
included in either of the above categories there is the highly amusing
sport of watching Sgt. Crump train his dogs to jump or watch the sunset.
In the football iine we have managed to get a few games and for the
information of those people who left us recently to go to Blighty and
who promised to read The Dragon each month, 1 will publish the score
at the end, as I know they will be of no interest to anyone else, as the
English Cup Final as been played and won.
At Ilockey we met and were defeated by the Dulikhet Depot to
the tune of two goals to one, but as details are not available and the
correspondent is out with his lass I am afraid that is all I can say about
it.
Beyond the above, I am afraid we have done nothing exciting on
the Sports field ; partly because we have only one sports field in the
Depot between four Units and so we only get two games each week,
but that does not mean to say that we are slack. Oli no ! And again
Oh no ! We have started Preliminary Weapon Training and any
man who has worn the Khaki since the war knows what that means,
From Aiming I to Firing Umpteen we are at it and if only the powers
that be at Hythe and the other unpronounceable place in India were
here they would be able to go away with a Bee or two in their eyes.
(I thibk that is right, Mr. Fifteen SeventyTwo, isn't it ?)
Rumour lias il that we shall take a little longer to fire our course
as there are no weekend passes to Australia being granted, but I don't
really see how that would affect us.
(No prizes for the correct
answer and please don't get your own back on me as I was asked to
put it in). Instead of Australia, I hear that a certain person is sweating
on a trip to " Jack Canuck's Land." I sincerely hope that he gets jt
and that he is prevented from rejoining for a few extra months. No
malice in that wish, I can assure you all. Should I be here to send
the next lot of notes I sincerely hope that I shall be able to record some
good shooting, but as it is possible that there will be plenty of wind
I guess I had better shut up and wait and see what happens.
Condolences are offered to one Company in the Battalion already.
Hey ! What's that ? Now I suppose 1 must jazz along and try a
T O E T or two or I shall find a " Fail " against the name that possesses
the number of
8747.

FOOTBALL RESULTS.
"C" versus 3rd Indian Signals ...
...
"C" versus "H.Q." Wing, 2nd Gloucestershire
"C" versus Royal Army Medical Corps ...
"C" versus 1st Dorsetshire Regiment
"C" versus "D" Gloucestershire Regiment
All in the Depot InterUnit League.

...
...
Regt. ...
...
...
...

...

Draw
Won
Won
Won
Lost

2—2
1—0
3—1
1—0
2—3

HEARD IN THE BUNCALOW.
Last draft man (Lying on his bed, nearly mad, covered with beads
of perspiration. Temperature: 106).—" Ain't it 'ot."
Old Soldier : " Yus, but wait till it's Summer." (Collapse of draft
man, taken to shower baths).
Another draft man to his male, pulling down his hose tops: " Ain't 1
gittiug brown ? "
Mate: " Be careful of that prickly heat stuff."

COMPANY NOTAIULITIES .
(1) LARRY SEMON.—The man who never smiles and who walks about
in plus four canvas trousers and wears a hardhitting jacket.

(2) A MID SUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM.—Fanny, who walks the deck like
a queen.
(3) CHARMAIN.—The man.who plays hideandseek in the bungalow
(Pop, Pop, Pop for the Storeman, 1, 2, 3).
(4) BEN TURPIN.—When is he going to report to the pioneers to get liis
head planed down, or must the QuartermasterSergeant indent
for a Coal Box and a Rifle Sling ?
(5) COOKIE.—And does he need a nursery ball.
(6) THE HARBOUR MASTER.—And what Harbour does he look after ?
(Go away, I'm busy).
(7) GUNNER.—How does he keep liis School Girl Complexion and does
he use Talcum Powder. Will he ever get out of that English
habit of throwing his hair back ?
(8) THE STOREMAN.—Will he ever die ? No, " I'm a true Buff."
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THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Taken from Section Leaders' Course.
Do RearGuards walk backwards? Ask the champion cyclist
of the Section Leaders.
Do ants' nest make good cover and did Oliver evacuate promptly ?
Who invented the " Heath Robinson" Punkah and did the punkah
punkatoia ?
Who ought to wear his topee on starry nights ?
Is barbel wire good for cycle tyres ? For information apply to
the Section Leaders' Orderly.
Who has taken over the Bareilly Parish ? Ask our local cartoonist.
When is the Company Office going to get a clock and who needs
the time most.
A certain young Section Leader,
Saw a damsel and promised to meet her,
And when he paraded at eight,
She was ten minutes late,
So he proceeded forthwith to delete her.
Is it a new Drill Order to form fours with three men and can Lizzy
enlighten us ?
Who was the man who said he could ride a bicycle round the world
in twelve days ? Ask Rachel.
Is Prickly Heat catching ? Perhaps Crampton can tell us, seeing
that he specializes in these things.
Is there any difference between an incubator and No. 16 Platoon ?
Ask Dolly.
Is fourbytwo issued as field dressings and does the Quartermaster
know of this new regulation ?
What has Redman done with his dogs ? Is he getting kennels
going for the Company ? If so, who is his chief whip ?
Is Leggett sitting for his First or has he swallowed an outofdate
Dictionary ?
Did Leggett get much big game from Hawalbagh and were the
elephants Issued from the Quartermaster's Stores ? What has he
done with the skins ?
Does Gladys and Scotch find the nightair bracing or is that done
in the washhouse ?
Does one have to go to the Bootmaker for a Blue Cap ? Ask
Moore.
How long has Leggett been a Wallah or will he ever be an English
man ?
Did Gunner feel big when the Punkha hit him and did it hurt his
curly locks ?
LEADING HAND.

HEARD ON COMPANY COMMANDER'S INSPECTION.
" Hallo, another globe gone (Electric),"
N.C.O.: " If they were not there they would take care of them."
N.C.O. (standing in front of fire (Cookhouse). Temperature of day,
102 degrees): "I can't feel any difference from that Punkah."
(Worked by man bower from outside).

" D " Company.

Company Sports Notes are few this month, so the least said the
better. We have won nothing worth mentioning. We are busily
picking out a team for the " Khuds " (Hills). We do not hope to do
much in the sports line as we only go to the " Khuds " for training
purposes. I give below a few of the matches played :—
"D"
"D"
"D"
"D"
"D"

HOCKEY.

Coy. 1st Team versus "A" Coy.—We won 2—0.
Coy. 1st Team versus "B" Coy.—We managed to draw 2—2.
Coy. 1st Team versus "H.Q."—We lost 2—1.
Coy. 2nd Team versus "H.Q."—We lost 2—0.
Coy. 2nd Team versus 1st Field Battery. We won 2—1.

FOOTBALL.

"D" Coy. 1st Team versus "A" Coy.—We lost 3—0.
"D" Coy. 1st Team versus "B" Coy.—We lost 2—0.
"D" Coy. 1st Team versus "H.Q."—We lost 2—1.
"D" Coy. 2nd Team versus "H.Q."—We lost 3—0.

COMPANY WHIST DRIVES.

Company Whist Drives are in full swing now. We have one each
week and they are a godsend as there is nothing to do and nowhere to
go during the Summer evenings. Dances are now out of the question
so we have to do something to pass the time away. Cpl. Errington
and his merry band of workers hustle together and get Whist Drives
going; all these drives are run in the Company Ante Room which is
a place set aside in the company lines for men to read and write in.
I might mention. that this ante room is quite uptodate with
" Bohemian " fashion, plants, ferns and seats, tut up to now we have
not had any pictures and bar as in England.
At the time of writing the company commander is on leave at
Lansdown; we understand that he is playing hockey and we hope to
see him on his return minus black eyes and busted knees ; the second
incommand, Captain F. A. J. E. Marshall, has left us for a tour of duty
at the Headquarters of the C.inC., at Simla. We wish him the best
of luck and hope to see him in October when we go to camp with the
Gurkhas. Lieut. Fox has also gone on a short leave and we hope
he will be able to give us a good essay for The Dragon when he comes
back. Lieut. M. P. D. Dewar is at present temporarily in command
of the company and up to the present nothing further need be said.
We are expecting Ptes. Brice and Townend back very soon from the 
hills and perhaps they can give us a few notes for the next issue. The
C.S.M. goes on leave on the 11th of this month and I am giving him
instructions.to write a good esaay on his'doings in the hills ready for
the next issue of our Dragon Notes.

2nd Battalion.
rf^P'/^Tr'fft/z/ryrc)^rT^HE Aldershot Season is now in
in? X
full swing. In other words,
sp life is one long, hectic rush. Having
jfjSsSp
>* just completed our annual range
courses, at which we did much
SWTOJ
better than last year, we went
straight on to Battalion training.
WMPig
This is divided into two stages—
a f°rtni£ht's training from Barracks
4ir fBLl
jjj
on the local areas, and then
a further fortnight from Thursley
jj\filPfilM
> a l ilikA
Camp, near Hindhead. At the
1 /PjpjjT ^ moment .of writing we have just
i&t| la t|| ^ moved into this camp.
Afj<=r
On June 1st nearly every officer
T)
of the Battalion attended the lev6e
held at St. James's Palace. After
LMUSKETEER 16881 wards we had a group of those
present taken, but this was not
quite the success we hoped it would be.
During the course of the last month we have taken
part in two Command Competitions. Firstly the
Evelyn Wood Competition, which consists of marching"
4£ miles in an hour and then firing certain selected
practices on the ranges. "C" Company Team got into
the final and were placed 8th. The other Competition
was the Connaught Cup. This is a new competition,
and is open to a team from all Infantry, units. All
mounted officers have to take part. It consisted of
a march, followed by some jumping. Nobody seems
to know where we finished, but rumour says about
tenth.
Athletics have been going strong and our team is
hard at work training. Our relay team won in the
East Yorkshire Sports and were second in the D.C.L.I.
Sports. In a threemiles open to the Command, Cpl.
Trinkwon was fourth, Pte. Abbott fifth
and Pte.
Walton seventh, who looks very promising for our
three mile team. We have also several entries for the
Army Individual Championsliips which come off next
week, and we hope they will give ta good account of
themselves.
The doings of our Cricket and Shooting teams are
published elsewhere
Wfe all heartily congratulate Captain FosterHall on
his engagement. The wedding, we understand, is
coming off in the Autumn.
The Band and Drums are staying behind in
Barracks as they are taking part in the Tattoo. Our
Bandmaster and Sgt.Drummer are to be congratulated
on the very fine show they have produced with the
Massed Bands and Massed Drums respectively.
By mistake last month we forgot to mention that
the Mess received a very pleasant gift in the shape of
a framed photograph of the group taken on the occasion
of the visit of the London Branch. Mr. Ainge himself
came down and presented this and we are grateful to
the Branch for this present.

Shooting.
I believe I am correct in saying that last year was
the first occasion for a number of years on which the
Battalion sent a Team to the A.R.A. Meeting at Bisley.
That team was only eight in number, and it achieved
no particular successes, but it was in no way a failure.
It is from then that we can trace the greatly increasing
interest that the Battalion as a whole now takes in
shooting. Later on in the year we were " placed "
in two of the team matches of the Aldershot Command
Meeting and the general keenness was very marked.
Match Shooting ceased to be regarded as an unusual
occurrence,: competitions and practice for them,
came to be accepted as the usual course of events.
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During the winter months interest in shooting
might reasonably have been expected to slacken ; but
if it did, the falling away was not very great. Prizes
were offered weekly to all classes of shots for
competitions in the Miniature Range. Apart from
stimulating interest, this also greatly improved the
shooting generally, as a comparison between the results
of the Annual Course in 1927 and 1928 will show.
Another point of interest, clearly demonstrating the
value of Miniature Range Shooting, is to be found in
the fact that the three " Young Soldiers " who were
most successful in winning prizes during the winter
are the three now selected to represent the Battalion
in their Class at Bisley this year.
The Annual Classification was completed by the end
of May and the season of matches and competitions
may then have been considered fairly to have
commenced. The first of these was the competition
for the Evelyn Wood Challenge Cup. Conditions this
year were altered. Instead of the old march of twelve
miles in three hours—a feat which will not quickly be
forgo tton by those who accomplished it on a hot
summer day—the teams have to cover four miles in
one hour and then proceed to carry out a fire with
movement practice down the range. The Brigade
eliminating heats were held in the last days of May,
resulting in three teams of the Norfolk Regiment taking
first places, then two teams of The Buffs, followed by
two teams of The King's Own (our third team was
disqualified on technical grounds). Four teams went
up to the Command final, so that our first team, "C"
Coy., commauded by 2/Lt. Williams, competed again
three days later. This time they were placed tenth
equal, with a score of 245 against the winning score of
300 by the E. Yorks Regt. A definite improvement
had been made, however, for this time we were ahead
of the third team of the Norfolk Regiment.
Previous to the Evelyn Wood Competition we fired
a Regimental Match against teams of Gentlemen Cadets
at the Royal Military College on May 24th. We went
over to Camberly and fired two matches concurrently.
The first was The Buffs v. a R.M.C. XII, which we won
by the narrow margin of 4 points. The second was
a triangular contest—a Buffs VIII. v. Old Building
VIII. v. New Building VIII. In this we were second
to the Old Building by 13 points. The conditions were
those of the Methuen Cup and the detailed scores are
set out below.
Later, on J une 13th, we fired on Ash Ranges against
a team of eight StaffSergeants from the R.M.C. This
again was a very interesting match. The conditions
were those of the Roupell and Roberts Cups—the first
stage of the Army Championship—and it was
perhaps, only due to the previous practice put in by
our team that we were able to win the match by 7
points.
At the time of writing the Battalion team for Bisley
this year is in the midst of daily practice. It is rarely
safe to prophesy, so let its composition and achieve
ments be recounted next month. Suffice it to say
that if it progresses as at present—I write ten days
before the Meeting—results will show how great an
improvement can be made in a year, once the interest
has been created.
R.M.C. XII. v. THE BUFFS XII.
Fired at Camberly, on 24th May, 1928.
Royal Military College.
G.C. R. A. Dawson
„
„
„
,,

B. W. Roe
G. R. A. Vallance
A. D. V. Bird
J. H. Hocquard

The Buffs.

...

164

...
...
...

162
159
140
135

C.S.M. MacWalter, D.C.M.,
M.M
Capt. E. FosterHall
...
Lieut. J. G. Nicholson
...
Capt. C. R. B. Knight
...
Sgt. II. Osborne

157
149
149
144
143

G.C.
,,
„
„
„
„
,.

A. R. G. Baker
I'. L Ilandricks
N. Laird
C. H. Tarver ...
A. J. D. Stewart
J. C. Home ...
F. D. W. O'Rorke

...
...
...
...
...
...

Total

126
125
125
116
103
102
96

Bdsm. J. Baker ...
C.O.M.S. G. Fawcett
Pte. H. Humphrey
Sgt.Dmr. P. O'Dell
Pte. H. Cork
Sgt. H. Baker
Pte. J. Lewrv

1,553

Total

...
...
...
...
...

140
139
125
118
105
97
91
1,557

THE BUFFS v. OI,D BUILDING v. NEW BUILDING.
Fired at Camberly, on May 24tli, 1928.
Old Building.
The Buffs.
G.C. B. W. Roe
...
162
Capt. FosterHall !..
„ G. R. Vallance
159
Lieut. Nicholson ...
„ V. II. Hocquard
Sgt. Osborne
135
,, J. M. Smith ...
133
Bdsm. J. Baker
...
129
,, Douglas Pennant
C.Q.M.S. Fawcett ...
,, A. R. D. Baker
Pte. II. Humphrev
126
„ C. H. Tarver ...
S.D. O'Dcll...
116
Sgt. Baker ...
,, D. Fisher Rowe
113
Total

1,073

Total

New Building.
R. A. Dawson
A. D. W. Bird
P. L Hendricks .
N. Laird
...
W. H. M. Fawcett
A. J. D. Stewart .
|. C. Home
F. D. W. O'Rorke

149
149
143
140
139
125
118

97
1,060

164
140
125
125
120
103
102
96
Total

975

S/SERGEANTS R.M.C. v. THE BUFFS.
Fired at Ash, on 13th .Tunc, 1928.
Sf Sergeants, R.M.C.
The Buffs.
Q.M.S.I. R. Walbourne ... 164
Capt. C. R. B. Knight
Q.M.S.I. C. II. Watson ... 141
C.Q.M.S. G. Fawcett
C.Q.M.S. Record
123
C.S.M. MacWalter
Sgt. Osborne
Sgt. W. Mears
121
Bdsm. J. Baker
C.S.M.I. Mepham
114
C.S.M. F. Garton
107
L/Cpl. Lee
R.S.M. C. P. Watson
... 102
Lieut. J. G. Nicholson
Sgt. J. Ferguson
101
Sgt.Dmr. O'Dell ...
Total

973

Total

144
136

128
131
122
119
111

80

980

Cricket.
Some time ago it was remarked in these columns
that the chief principle of the subeditor's life is : never
write on any topic when it is possible to fasten
that duty on somebody else. And so it was quite in
accordance with this guiding maxim that I received
a peremptory demand to produce within fortyeight
hours an account of the Regimental cricket for the
past month.
Unfortunately I was not present at the majority
of the matches and the Regimental score book has
now been taken to Thursley Camp. So I apologise
for the shortcomings of this account and trust that
the more successful cricketers will forgive the non
appearance of detailed scores and the records of their
fine achievements.
To date, we have played eleven matches. Of these
we have won four, drawn one, tied one and lost the
remainder.
C.S.M. Coaster, Bdm. Nelthorpe, 2/Lt. Connolly
and Cpl. Watts have been the mainstay of our bowling
while Major Lee, Lt. Dare, 2/Lieut. Connolly, 2/Lt.
F. W. B. Parry, Lt. Bruce, Boy Rayment and Sgt.
Sidwell have each, on one occasion or another, had
a big share in obtaining our runs.
Briefly, the results of matches have been as follows :
Our first match ou May 2nd, against the Barrack
Officers' team was a win for the Battalion. We again
played this team on June 13th, with a side raised
entirely by H.Q. Wing and once more were successful.
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Plate, Officers and Sergeants Messes.
We have also played No. 3 Coy. of the R.M.C. twice.
The first match, at Camberley, was one of the best we
have had, ending in a tie. The second resulted in
a heavy defeat for us by about 6 wickets.
On .Saturday, May 12tli, we were beaten at
Camberley by No. 5 Company. It was unfortunate
that rain prevented the return match being played,
as on that day we should have been able for ouce to
put a really good side into the field.
We played Cranleigh School 2nd XI. ou May 30th
and this resulted in a draw in our favour.
Ou June 5tli we had a very close match agaiust the
D.C.L.I. : they just beat us by one run.
Of the two matches against the Norfolk Regiment,
the first was lost and the second, played on the Officers'
Club ground, was won by about five wickets.
Our only other match was a win over the 17th/21st
Lancers on June 1st.
Sergeants' IVless.
During the past month we have been exceedingly
quiet with the exception of a trip to the Derby, iu
which a few of our members took part. Those who
went, returned in fairly good spirits, so it is to be
presumed that they managed to ' Spot the Winner.'
The writer of these notes did not accompany the party,
but from small pieces of conversation the lucky ones
really had a good day at Epsom and thoroughly
enjoyed themselves.
We have had some rather sad news during this
period, the first that Mr. Bullen, an exBuff, who was
discharged to pension in 1895, had died at his home in
Ash Vale, which is not far from our barracks. Our
Mess sent a very nice wreath to the funeral, which was
semimilitary. Bearers were sent from this Battalion,
all wearing the Long Service Medal, headed by Sergeant
Barrell, D.C.M. I will not expand on this funeral
as I know it has been reported elsewhere. The next
bad news was that Sgt.Major Instructor Mills, of the
Army Gymnastic Staff had suddenly died. He was
taken ill ou a Wednesday and died ou the following
Friday. S.M.I. MiUs left'the Buffs before the War as
a Corporal to take up employment on the permanent
staff of the Army Gym. Staff, and he was well known
all round. Owing to Battalion Training we could not
send a party to attend his funeral, but the R.Q.M.S.
and O.R.Q.M.S. attended and took a wreath from
the Mess with the Regimental Colours on it.

One or two Tennis matches have been played off
during the month, but unfortunately I am not in
possession of the results. I know that they are not too
well in our favour.
As we have now proceeded to Camp at a place
called Thursley, these uotes are written under canvas.
A fortnight in this place then back to barracks, when
we shall be preparing for summer leave, which
is allowed in August. This year we do not find such
wonderful persous as ' Grenadiers ' and men of various
regiments at the time of Marlborough for the Aldershot
Searchlight Tattoo, which really is a blessing.
As we have no more news this month, S.M.2 will
close down once again.

WUNNOVKM.

Corporals' IVless.
Last month I omitted to mention that Mr. Ainge of the London
Branch of the Past and Present Association paid us a visit. Whilst
here, tie presented on behalf of the London Branch, a photo of the
visit of the Branch to Aldershot in January last. This was much
appreciated in the Mess.
At the present moment, we are rather split up, the majority being
in Camp at Thursley. On arrival at camp we were glad to lind that
it was a great improvement oh our previous anchoring grounds, being
set in really beautiful surroundings. Of course by the time we have
done some training we might think differently on the subject. Sufficient
unto the day—.
Quite a number of Corporals have been left at Aldershot for various
reasons—some for the Tattoo—Band, Drums and P.T. Instructors,
some for the Bisley Team and some scroungers—the normal Rear
Party.
Beyond this, there is no news of interest, so I must close these notes
until next month.

F.I.DEVRE.

" A " Company.
Since the appearance of our last notes, a host of
interesting events have taken place, the main one
being the Battalion Sports, which were held on the
CommandCentral Ground on the 15th May and they
have caused our nickname to be altered from " Danker
A " to the " Dark Horse Company."
The reason for the above alteration was the fact
that instead of retaining our old position in the fight
for the Athletic Shield, we fought our way up to third
place, a very creditable performance when everything
is taken into consideration.

THE DRAGON
As I have stated above, we finished
third, but
should we be fortunate enough to have the same
combination at work next year, they will have to
provide a higher Flag Staff, or we shall go over the
top of it, because we intend to win the Shield outright.
Just a word of praise to "C" Company, the leaders,
who put up a really wonderful performance. They
are a good set of men and sportsmen all, but they are
not unbeatable, as I am confident we shall prove to
them next year.
Probably these notes will cause a smile in their
ranks, but who knows ; two years ago they held the
distinction of being " Danker C." We must do as
a great statesman once told the public, " Wait and
See."
The following is a list of the various events which
counted towards the Shield, our positions in them
and the names of those whose gallant efforts brought
us up to our present position.
HIGH J UMP.—4th place :—
2/Lt. R. F. Parry ; Cpl. Baker ; Ptes. Scullion and
Thompson
LONG J UMP.—3rd place :—
Cpl. Gorham; Pte. Scullion ; Ptes. Bourne and
Cunningham.
PUTTINGTHEWEIGHT.—4th place :—
L/Cpl. Bowyer ; L/Cpl. Smith ; Ptes. Cunningham
and Dunkling.
400 YARDS RELAY.—5th place :—
C.S.M. MacWalter; L/Cpls. Bowyer and Parsons
and Pte. Buxton
THREEMILE TEAM RACE.—5th place :—
L/Cpl. Yates; Ptes. Bard, Norriss and Stevens.
480 YARDS PIURDLE RELAY.—4th place :—
Cpl. King; L/Cpl. Parsons, Ptes. Thompson and
Read.
TWOMILE RELAY—2nd place :—
2/Lt. R. F Parry; L/Cpl. Smith; Ptes. Knight
and Jolley
S80 YARDS RELAY.—2nd place :—
Cpl Kelly ; L/Cpl. Mullinger, Pte. Buxton and
Cpl. Baker.
ONEMILE RELAY—3rd place :—
Cpl. Kelly ; Cpl. Kerry, L/Cpl. Mullinger and Pte.
Brinton.
ONEMILE TEAM RACE—3rd place :—
Cpl. Kerry ; Ptes. Wilson, Knight and Jolley.
In Lieut. Parry we have a very good runner
and with his example and a little more training the
others will take a lot of beating. In the high jump,
Scullion should do wonders, for he is absolutely cut out
for it and I have no doubt that Lieut. Parry will have
to go all out to hold his own against him in the future.
Cpl. Kelly and L/Cpl. Mullinger are good allround
men and if we can only train Cpl. Baker and Pte
Buxton up to their standard, we shall have a team
that will walk away with the 880 yards, for they can
all nip, and they have a good trainer in our C.S.M.,
who, for all his " long service," can still show some of
the youngsters a good clean pair of heels. This he
proved by winning the Sergeants 220 yards handicap
against much younger men. Cpl. Kelly also did well
by being a good second in the Corporals 220 yards
handicap. The energy of our SergeantMajor will do
a great deal to inspire the younger fellows to do as well
as he.
L/Cpl. Yates who was a member of our Cross
Country team and who took part in the Three
Mile Team Race has gone to the Depot for a tour of
duty, thus leaving a gap which must be filled, but
I think this difficulty can be overcome.
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Another event which has aroused much interest
is the Evelyn Wood Cup competition, which was
competed for on the 29th. Our Company were going
great guns but were unfortunately disqualified through
two men taking the wrong course.
This competition is a real good one, making the
lads " moan," which they did wholeheartedly, but
for all that they went for it with a will, which is usual,
for one generally finds
that the man who grumbles
most is the best man when it comes to the push.
(Take Harold for instance).
Whilst talking of moaning I must not forget Ginger,
who is a very busy man these days, for he does not
even get time to do " Spuds," his one cry being, " I
am on ' Jnty.' " This is one consolation, however,
that being the fact that he has got his " P.P.," but
what use it is to him I fail to see, for his ' Juty '
prevents him from using it.
Poor " Jacko " was in the wars when participating
in the " Yale Blues " the other morning. The C.S.M.
accused him of not knowing whether he belonged to
the front rank, rear rank or ' cab rank ' and really it
was a job to tell as our illustration shows. Never
mind, Jacko, it is all in your " Seven," but you really
must try to forget your old trade.
Mitchell is still wondering how on earth a bullet
from a Lewis Gun can hit a hanging plate and fail to
knock it ' doom' Perhaps by the time he learns to
speak English the Hythe experts will have produced
a gun to hit a ' wee bit harder.'
Freddie had a trip to Weymouth for the Whitsim
period and his tale of woe was pitiful to hear when
he returned, for his luck was dead out. No doubt he
will tell you all about it if you care to ask him.
Better choose the right time when you go again
Freddie. One's luck does change you know !
ENID.
M.G. Company.
The Company has once again returned to normal life after spending
ten days at tire M.G. Concentration at Tilsliead.
This was the
company's first appearance tiicrc, but we hope it won't be the last.
I know the " Comrades in Distress" wish they were still at
Tilsliead although the place possesses only one " Pub."
We were rather unlucky again this year with the A.R.A. Com
petition. We were leading with a score of 331 points in the first two
practices, but owing to a slight miscalculation in the night shoot we
did not hit the target, but better luck next time.
The Company will be marching to Thursley on Saturday, the 16tli
and we hope the weather clerk will be kind to us during our stay there.
We are told that it is a much better camp than last year ; we saw
plenty of mud at Old Dean Common.
. I must apologise for our short notes this month, but time does not
permit me to carry on.

A. GUNNER.

The Band.
We must first of all apologise for not sending the Band notes in for
the last two months' Dragons. We have been very busy rehearsing
for the " Aldershot Command Tattoo " and also doing a fair share of
fatigues, markers for the Bisley shooting team, etc., etc. We are
pleased to say that Bdmn. Baker is compiling. We wish the team the
best of luck.
The baud welcomes into its little community, I,/Cpl. T. Smith,
of the 1st Battalion Band. He has been to Kneller Hall for a course
of music and has come back with an excellent record.
Rudolf Brookmati leaves us this month for eivvv street. We are
very sorry to lose him and wish him the best of luck. We hope he will
not forget us for he was a great comrade and has had some good times
with us.
On our visit to London for an engagement a few Sundays ago,
we had the pleasant surprise of meeting several ExBandsmen, all of
whom looked fit and are doing well.
We started the Cricket well having won the InterGroup Champion
ship by beating the "Signals" and the "Drums and antiTanks."
We won both matches by a comfortable margin.
The day after the Aldershot Tattoo, we proceed to Paignton to
commence a short tour of engagements, Heme Bay, Canterbury and
Great Yarmouth being the other places visited. We hope to carry the
name of the regiment with us and uphold it with our best work as we
have done in years past.

CLARIONS,

232

THE DRAGON
Anti-Tank Notes.
Apart from the fact that there is nothing much to write about,
there is not much spare time in the AntiTank .Section. All that can
be called spare between the times of going out and coming in off stunts,
is spent in the Garage, tuning up our engines and wooden guns, to say
nothing of sewing up the frayed edges of our llags, which get shattered
by shell fire and blank ammunition.
To avoid this appearing Double Dutch to our Readers, I had better
explain the AntiTank Vehicles and Guns.
(1) The Guns arc wooden and a truly wonderful invention, having
no mechanism and worked on the principle of imagination.
(2) The Vehicles are again imagination; the men represent
Vehicles, so if on the march to Thursley Camp one of our AntiTank
" Wallahs " fall, he has his excuse : " My Mag's conked out."
These Vehicles are of a very delicate nature and have to be kept
warm when not in use, ttie only method we can find at present being to
wrap them up in Blankets and Sheets. Very successful, 1 must say.
Well, readers, now that I come to think of it, this Vehicle is getting
cold.
H.T.S.

8

"B".. Company.
This is probably the most uneventful month of the year as regards
sport, as most of the time is taken up with Battalion Training, half
of which is termed "Camp Life." If things are usually concurrent
we shall be blessed with a floating dockyard instead of a camp.
Sporting items are few, in consequence of the above. We have
certainly made a bold start at Cricket. We turned out two teams,
one against the Band and Drums, whom we beat by a single run, and
the other against "C" Company, a team much below our standard,
although our team was considerably weakened by the absence of Major
Jackson, Mr. Parry, C.S.M. Coaster and Pte. Laker. We certainly
hope to conquer the West Indies when we meet them at Lord's. After
this I presume, our progress will be unlimited, we even hope to arrive
in Australia at some future date.
Result of Cricket Match versus Band and Drums :—

"B" COMPANY I;. BAND AND DRUMS.
"B" COMPANY.
BAND AND DRUMS.

L/c. Robbins, b Nelthorpe
Pte. Foad, b Nelthorpe
Pte.Hammond,c & b Nelthorpe
Pte. Charlton, b Hudson
Cpl. Foad. b Hudson
Pte. Marsden, b Nelthorpe....
Cpl. Clinker, b Nelthorpe
Le Sirelt, 1» Nelthorpe
Pte. Laker, b Nelthorpe
Pte. Gardner, 1) Hudson
Pte. Good, not out
Extras
Total

7 Harper, b Laker
0 C. Hudson, b Laker
11 Nelthorpe, b Laker
5 F. Hudson, b Hammond ...
3 Bowman, b Hammond
6 G. Smith, c & b Hammond
2 T. Smith, b Sirelt
1 Gosling, 1) Sirelt
0 Banks, b Hammond
2 Viney, run out
3 Toms, b Sirelt
0
Extras
40

Total

7
1
0
0
0
5
0
8
7
0
8
3
39

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Sports, 2nd Battalion.

Where a certain motorbicycle came from ?
Also a certain puslibike, and are they owned by the C.Q.M.S. and
Company Clerk respectively ?
When is Sgt. Cox going to learn about Lewis guns ?

" C " Company.

Signal Section.
Here we are again ! I beg to apologise for the reintroduction
of this old and timehonoured method of setting the ball rolling, but
anyone who has attempted to write Dragon Notes will testify to the
difficulties in finding new and suitable openings for them.
We have once more put Classification behind us and I am glad to
sav that there were no failures. The reading average of the sectioii
was 99'66%, which Is very good indeed and beats 1927's result by
155%—this includes semaphore, although it did not count in the
actual classification.
The reading tests for the halfyearly silk flags also took place last
month and ten of the section succeeded in scoring 100%—space will
not allow me to give their names.
The first fortnight of June has been occupied in Battalion training
from barracks, and on the 16tli we set out for camp at Thursley—let
us hope the weather will be kind !

SPORT.
We played the Band in the intergroup cricket competition, but
got soundlv hammered by 66 runs. On the 14th June, we played the
Regimental Employ for third place and won an exciting game by 7
runs. Our two star bowlers, L/Cpl. Edwards and Pte. C. Johnson,
were largely responsible for this success.
I cannot close these notes without reminding the First Battalion
Signal Section that we are still waiting for a photo of them ; perhaps
when they have classified they will have one taken ?

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
How the condenser got into the S.R. Lamp and what arc its
functions ? Ask Howard.
How do you render an inert call active ? Ask Matfin.
How many halfcrowns were found during the numerous map
walks held during the winter ?

"CORK EDDY JUG."

" Now then, next event—Evelyn Wood Competition."
This opening may appear to be anything but sensible, but I am only
coining the closing phrase of a certain Company's notes of last month.
Apparently, it was also the closing phase: we looked hard and long
for them in the Final of the Competition, but did not see them. We
are anxiously awaiting news from them. "C" Company was the only
one in the Battalion to pass into the Final and gained tenth place.
I notice that the same Company's correspondent shouts from the
housetops : " We have won a Shield ! and mildly suggests that we
should " pass on the Goddard's, please." It is to be supposed that lie
knows nothing about four Shields and a Cup, which the Sergeants'
Mess hold for us.
For the benefit of those who do not know, it is interesting to recall
a few particulars of our Shields, etc., in the Mess :—
COMPANY SHOOTING SHIELD.—1927, "C" Company. So far, our
Company is well in advance on the combined scores and we look like
winning it again this year.
CROSS COUNTRY RUNNING SHIELD.—4tli year, "C" Company,
in succession. No remarks are necessary.
TENT ALARM RACE SHIELD.—1926, ''C" Company. This has not
been competed for since.
TUGOFWAR SHIELD.—4th year, "C" Company, in succession.
THE SPORTS CUP for the best Athletic Company. This is our second
year as best Athletic Company.
With regard to the Sports Shield, we have, so far, reaped in 11 points
out of a possible 12 :—
Series of CrossCountry Runs.—3 points ; Football.—2 points ;
Battalion InterCompanv Run.—3 points ; Sports.—3 points.
I really think that we shall require all the " Goddard's " we can get
for the next twelve months. I am certain we shall have none to spare.
So Sorry !
I should also like to point out, without rubbing it in too much,
that out of nine Relay Events at the Regimental Sports, eight were
won by "C" Company, while five Individual Championships out of
ten came to us.
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Beneath

Beli

ALTHOUGH

,during the
past month, Canter
bury itself has more than
once found a place in the
public eye with such things
as a mystery play in the
Cathedral or the presenta
tion of the freedom of the
city to Earl Jellicoe (at
which Major Field and
some
of
the
Guard,
represented the military)
it seems that current
events at the Depot have
drawn a blank this month
—or perhaps it is that
they have been rather
eclipsed by ' bigger stuff.'
However, no matter
what is happening in the
world outside, cricket at the Depot lias flourished
to
the extent of two, and sometimes three, matches a
week—the results being found below.
Active cricket enthusiasts among the officers appear
now to be few and far between. Whether tins is due
to the spirit of the age, the fact that cricket as
England's game has long been superseded by other
sport, or merely the view that cricket is a
waste
of time, is still open to argument in the mess. The
fact remains that when our two active (note the word
active) enthusiasts, in the shapes of Capt. Willows and
Lieut. Penlington are away respectively at camp and
011 leave, an able and effective officer substitute is
found in Lieut. Crozier (look again at the results !),
who has now returned to the fold looking very
much the better for his treatment at Millbank and his
ensuing sick leave.
Capt. Howe has also been away for a fortnight in
camp with the 4th Battalion.
The Depot Sports, which had to be cancelled
because of rain on Albuhera Day, were run off in the
evening on the last day of May : the results are found
under a separate heading. They had, perforce, to be
solely contests in athletics as it was found impracticable
on the final date to run off the ladies' and children's
races, etc.—so brusquely termed ' other events '—and
have the band playing and flags flying
and other
paraphernalia usually associated with the sports.
However, the great point was to run them off before
the Nivelle Squad departed : they joined the battalion,
conducted by Lieut. Airy, ou J une 6th. The Nive
Squad are now about to begin their cadre training and
by the time these notes are in print they, too, will be
in Aldershot. That leaves us with the Orthes Squad
only.
2nd Battalion—Continued.
We have played only one game of Cricket, when we beat "A"
Company by 43 runs. Hanson was on form and put up a line show,
taking 7 wickets for 5 runs.
.My notes of last month, which were cut short by some un
sympathetic person, show Uiat No. 10 Platoon were the winners of
the Company Sports with a total of 33$ points. Tne Whitaker Cup,
which is competed for annually, therefore came back to tnis Platoon,
who held it iu 1924—its first year. No. 11 got second place with 24
pts. ; No. 12 third with 22 pts. and No. 9 4th with 20$ pts.
We have recently had some men join 11s from the Depot. We hope
that they will soon make themselves at home and help to keep the
Company in its present position—at the top.
Annual Musketry is finished,
with the exception of Casuals, and,
as I mentioned before, we have the best average to date.
At the end of the present week, wc go to Camp at Thursley and are
living in hopes of enjoying better weather than that we had at Old
Dean Common last year.

Harry.

The only other piece of news of interest is that
Major Field and Lieuts. Penlington and Airy attended
the King's Levee on^Jime 1st, when the officers of the
2nd Battalion were presented to His Majesty by
General Sir Arthur Paget and afterwards a photo
of all the officers was presented.
On Friday, 15th June, Sir Arthur had intended
visiting the Depot. Unfortunately, 011 account of ill
health he was unable to do so. However, he sent
a message regretting not being able to come and we
wish him a speedy recovery to health.
O11 June 12th the Depot was represented by Major
Field, Capt. Wood and Lieuts. Crozier and Airy at the
wedding of Capt. T. Roscow Reid, The Buffs, to Miss
Eleanor Haig, at Withyam, Sussex.
THIS MONTH'S GARDENING HINT submitted by Capt.
G. R. Howe from his personal experience.
Beware of willing helpers who volunteer to weed
the garden. The rockery is apt to look a little bare
after their efforts.
E.A.A.
Results of Depot Sports.
RECRUITS'

100

YARDS.—(1) G.

Frankliam ; (2) Rclf; (3) Holmes.
l inie: 12 2/5 sees.

RECRUITS' HALF MILE.—(1) G. Framdiam ; (2) Hurley; (3) Punnett.
Time : 2 mins. 2s sees.

QUARTER MILE (Open).—(1) L/Cpl. Guxie ; (2) Sgt. Tutt ; (3) Cpl.
Cross.

Time: 1 min. 1/5 sees.

ONE MILE (Open).—(1) G. Frankliam; (2) Hurley; (3) Rowe.
HIGH

JUMP.—(1) Sgt.

Ashton.

Time : 5 mins. 3 sees.
Burville; (2) Pte. Cummings ;

(3) Pte.

Height: 5 ft. 2 ins.
LONG JUMP.—(1) L/Cpl. Goode, 17 ft. 5 ins. ; (2) Pte. Asliton, 17 ft.
2 ins. ; (3) Sgt. Tutt, 10 ft. 11 ins.
THROWING THE CRICKET BALL.—(1) Pie. Thomas, 81 yds. 2 ft.;
(2) Sgt. Tutt, 81 yds. 2 ins. ; (3) Pte. Holmes, 74 yds". 1 ft. 7 ins.
SACK RACE.—(1) Bartuolomew ; (2) Fox; (3) Twyman.
MUSICAL PEGS—(1) Hancock; (2) Millard ; (3) Trowell.
1,000 YARDS RELAY RACK.—(1) Nivelle; (2) Nive.
Time : 2 mins. 40 sees.
HALF MILE RELAY RACE.—(1) Nive; (2) Nivelle.
Time : 2 mins. 55 4/5 sees.
TUGOFWAR.—(1) Nive; (2) Nivelle.
11 'inners of Shield :—Nine Squad.

Cricket.
The following are the cricket results up to 1662S :—
May 5. v. Keimington C.C.
D/Tne Buffs : 1st Innings, 100 (W.O. C. Collins, 22 not out).
Keuuiiigton C.C. : 1st timings, 65 (Pte. New. 6 for 31).
May 12. v. Plucklcy C.C.
Pluckley C.C. : 1st Innings, 131 for 6 declared. (Capt. J. Willows
3 for 37).
D/The Buffs : 1st Innings, 126 for 8. Game Drawn.
May 19. v. Littlebourne C.C.
Littlebourne C.C. : 1st Innings, 51 (W.O. Collins, 5 for 30; Sgt.
V. Tutt, 3 far 11 ; Cpl. W. Payne, 2 for 6).
D/The Buffs : 1st Innings, 43 for 3. (Game Abandoned).
May 26. v. Faversham G.P. Works C.C.
D/The Buffs : 1st Innings, 70 (J. Taylor, 6 for 29).
Faversham: 1st Innings, 172 for 6 (S. Gore, 111 not out; H.
Sadler, 22 not out; W.O. Collins, 4 for 51).
May 28. v. Goodncstone Park C.C.
D/The Buffs : 1st Innings, 107. (Cpl. Drake, 24 ; Lieut. T. _\\
Penlington, 27. Sgt. V. Tutt, 40 not out). (R. Homersham, 3 for 29 ;
J. Medgett, 3 for 17).
Goodncstone Park: 1st Innings, 91. (H. Hope, 36). (Capt. J.
Willows, 5 for 36). (Sgt. V. Tutt, 3 for 12).
D/The Buffs: 2nd Innings, 68. (Lieut. T. N. Penlington, 18).
(H. Hope, 6 for 31 ; R. Homersham, 4 for 29).
Goodncstone Park: 2nd Innings, 89 for 5. (P. Baker, 25; J.
Homersham, 31 not out). (Sgt. V. Tutt, 3 for 22).
May 30. v. Guards' Depot.
Guards' Depot: 1st Innings, 178 for 6 dec. (Mr. Proctor, 55;
Lieut. Heydon, 54 not out).
D/The Buffs : 1st Innings, 75, (Recruit Giffen, 4 for 13).
June 13. a. Wye College C.C.
D/The Buffs : 1st Innings, 135. (Lieut. F. G. Crozier, 43).
Wye College: 1st Innings, 138 for 7. (A. Moss, 65; Sgt. V.
Tutt, 3 for 54).
J une 14. v. Beverlev C.C.
D, The Buffs : 1st Innings, 98. (Cpl. Drake, 27 ; Sgt. Tutt, 38).
Beverley C.C. : 1st Innings, 106. (S. Cripps, 47 ; Sgt. Tutt,
442 : Pte. Fox, 424).
June 16. v. Goodncstone Park C.C.
Goodnestone Park: 1st Innings, 192. (J. Homersham, 56; O.
Homersham, 67).
D/The Buffs : 1st Innings, 183. (Sgt. Tutt, 71).
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Sergeants' Mess.
The Sergeants' Mess Committee are to be
congratulated on the very hard work they put in to
make everybody comfortable and happy on Albuhera
Day. It was very unfortunate that the weather clerk
decided to do his worst, for it rained almost
incessantly and defeated the arrangements to hold the
Depot Sports on that day.
Fortunately we were able to place the Sergeants'
Mess at the disposal of the recruits' relatives and
friends who came along in full force, and we are sure
they all enjoyed themselves."
During the afternoon an excellent entertainment
was held in the Prince of Wales Institute, during which
C.S.M. Howard took charge of the community singing
and Sgt. Smith sang several of his popular songs.
Together with music by the Depot Band and conjuring
by Professor Bilbae, this lasted until it was time to
partake of an excellent tea arranged for all in the Drill
Shed. In the evening the usual Albuhera Dance was
held and two bands employed. There was a bumper
attendance and dancing was continuous until 2 a.m.
We have to welcome L/Sgt. Payne to the Mess on
his appointment.
R.S.M. Potter, C.Q.M.S. Taylor and Sgts. Shorter,
Rowe and Gibson attended the London Branch Past
fttifl Present Association gathering in London on 19th
May for the march to the Cenotaph and visit to the
Unknown Warrior's Tomb in Westminster Abbey.
Our party was accorded a right royal welcome by the
London Branch Committee and we wish to especially
tVinnk all those who took so much interest in their
welfare.
In the finals of the Depot Sports held on 31st May,
Sgts. Tutt and Burville took several prizes.
C.S.M. Howard, M.M., and Sgt. Smith were recently
detached for a fortnight's duty with the 4th Battalion
during their annual camp at Arundel, whilst Sgt.Instr.
Fletcher, our gymnastic expert, has also been away
performing at the Royal Tournament. Sgt. Gibson
is at present on a " Fire Fighting " Course.

4th Battalion.

I

N spite of having a lot to
say this month, I fear
my notes may be somewhat
brief as they are overdue.
Everyone says our camp at
Arundel has been a great success.
Our numbers were slightly in
excess of last year and our per
centage of attendance was 83%.
All the officers except one
attended camp and most of them
for the full period. There was
great enthusiasm over the Harris
Shield. For the first
time it
waswon by our Isle of Thanet
Company ("A" Company). They
deserve every congratulation, as
their selected platoon would be
a credit to any Regular Battalion.
The final results were as follows :
"A" Coy., 26£ points; "D" Coy., 25| points;
"B" Coy., 20 points; "C" Coy., 18 points.
The events were Football, TugofWar, Relay Race
(in Battle order), Camp Attendance, Best Camp Guard
(over a selected period), Lewis Gun Competition,
a selected platoon from each Company (in drill and
turn out).
The Drums were excellent and everyone says they
continue to improve as the years go on. Who knows
but what they may not do, when attired in full dress.
They played Retreat at Littlehampton and Arundel.
We have the usual round of social events between
the officers' and sergeants' messes, which all the
participants thoroughly enjoyed.
We were delighted to see Gen. Sir Arthur Lynden
Bell on Thursday, 12th June. He said all manner of
kind things about the Battalion, which it is not for me
to repeat, but nevertheless which we all appreciated.
Captain Howe and his valuable assistants were with
Corporals' IVless.
us throughout camp. Our only regret about them
First and foremost, I must apologize for the absence of our notes
was that we did not have their services all to ourselves.
for April and May. Our late scribe, " Boy Allen," has with Cpl.
Our Battalion Padre, the Rev. LonguetHiggins, the
Payne, been promoted and they are now both with the Sergeants'
wellknown Vicar of Lenham was with us throughout
Mess. But, tit for tat, for we now have L/Cpl. Holland and Yates
camp and entirely became one of ourselves. We shall
and the Mess always remembers to extend a hearty welcome to any
newcomers, so here goes. We all hope that they will thoroughly
hope to see him again next year. Unfortunately our
enjoy their tour of duty here with us.
M.O., Capt. Scott, was not able to attend camp, but
THE FIRE.
hopes to do' so next year. Our Ladies' Day, on the
Early one morning, at the beginning of May, the whole Depot was
middle Sunday in camp proved a great success and
aroused by L/Cpl. Kennedy frantically blowing the firecall. It was
we were delighted to welcome so many of them to our
the Corporals' Room that was on fire and although the Depot fire
mess for lunch.
brigade did their work well and quickly, there was a considerable
amount of damage done, the inside of the room being utterly gutted.
The most important item of these notes is that our
It is now being redecorated and we hope to be comfortable once
very popular and beloved C.O., Colonel Burns, is going
again at the end of this month.
to have a further extension of Command. All ranks
CRICKET.
were delighted to hear the good news before leaving
The Corporals have had very little cricket lately owing to the Depot
camp.
having had rather a large amount of games on hand. We have, how
ever, had a game with the trained men, who beat us by 34 runs. Still,
I regret to announce that Capt. D. V. Coote and
we live to play again, so Trained Men send in your challenge.
Mr. Richards have decided to retire shortly. We shall
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
miss them both immensely, but trust they will not
TTNA there been a cork club war this month.
A.S. entirely sever their connection with the Battalion on
resignation.
Trained Men's Notes.
Congratulations to our Signalling Officer, Mr.
This month has been very quiet for us.
Cheney, and Mrs. Cheney on the arrival of their son
We held our annual Cork Club Meeting last week and decided that
Tuesday, the 17th July would be the day for our annual outing and as
on June 3rd. We are glad to hear that they are both
we have 34 members in the club it should be a good day's outing.
progressing well.
We have had two Cricket matches this season, so far, beating the
Postmen of Canterbury by 19 runs and the Corporals by 32 runs;
Training was a great success throughout, and every
(Ely, 60), (Bailey, 7 for 21) and at the rate we are going on we shall
one says the Battalion got down to it quicker than
have another unbeaten record. 1928—1929 has not been too rough on
ever before. We were visited daily by our Divisional
the trained men so far as records will shew :—
FOOTBALL.—Corporals (Lost 53); (Won 112).
and Brigade Commanders, also by many other Gen.
CRICKET.—Postmen (won by 19 runs); Corporals (won by 32 runs).
Officers. The Battalion received congratulatory
DARTS.—Easy thing for us.
messages from them all, and everyone was glad to fed
BILLIARDS.—Wait till a Championship starts. (Dark Horses).
that their efforts were appreciated.
SHOOTING.—Yet to come.

THE DRAGON
We must bid farewell to our Brigade Commander,
Colonel Dick, who leaves us to go the the Western
Command. We are all very sorry to lose him and wish
him every success in his new job. We also wish to
welcome our new Brigade Commander, Colonel Braine,
and can assure him of a warm welcome and our united
help at all times.
There are many points which I have omitted, but as
time presses I must end in hoping that we shall all meet
again at camp in 1929 and continue the great progress
of the Battalion.
P.S.—I have forgotten to mention the fact that old
soldiers never die. Major Keeler, our beloved
Daddy, was with us throughout camp and continued
to help us with all our troubles and trials. He
has again added to the enormous debt we owe him
and which we can never hope to repay.
J.R.W.
A Merry Mess.
Among the pleasantest memories associated with the Annual
Training of the Battalion at beautiful Arundel Park, Sussex, will surely
be numbered the activitiesrin daylight and nocturnally—of the
members of the Sergeants' Mess.
The opening stages of camp life, despite the tedium of pretty well
half a day spent in the train, were distinctly lively and the fun continued
all the way through the piece until the " partingissuchsweetsorrow "
moment arrived.
One of the biggest successes of the programme was the appearance
on parade of the Sergeants' Mess Corps of Drums (Copyright in Great
Britain, the United States, Fiji Islands and Spitzbergeu), led in stately
fashion by " Sid " Follett, whose appearance as walking Drum Major
made a very deep impression upon the local population.
The " drums" escorted the officers of the battalion to the Mess
Concert and the effect of a spectacular parade was heightened by the
appearance of a weirdlyequipped " Colour Party," in which the central
figure was Major and Quartermaster (dear old " Daddy ") Keeler.
Each night there was something doing. The jazz dance in the
dining tent was a bold experiment, but it came off with what the
newspapers would call great eclat. Much of the beauty of Arundel
had surrendered to the blandishments of The Buffs and had accepted
the invitation to indulge in " the revelry by night," by dancing on
what was, in places, an inclined plane, to the music of an improvised
orchestra that deserved to be mentioned in dispatches.
There were many other exploits of the Mess which called for the
exercise of ingenuity, versatility, and, in some instances, the spirit of
derringdo. Nor did they call in vain for the display of those qualities.
These incidents may not appear in print, but they will go down
to history by the spoken word when men foregather in social mood,
and when our children's children ask us what we did in the gi eat ramp
of 1928 we shall tell them—perhaps!
Our Mess has in previous years been noted for its splendid spirit of
camaraderie. This year that feeling has been emphasized in a greater
degree than ever.
R.S:M. Bruce Couchman has had a cheerful team that could be led
by a silken thread; and gave no trouble in handling; R.Q.M.S.
George Arnold made every possible human arrangement for our
comfort; and the catering has been of the tiptop order. In short,
everything in the graden was lovely.
C.J.M.

Oompany.
On Thursday evening, the 31st May, our usual monthly spoon
shoot took place. This shoot was for the month of June. Great
keenness was shewn by all the competitors for the silver spoon, Ptes.
W. Mount and T. Knight firing off to decide who was to be the winner.
We all congratulate Pte. W. Mount on being successful and we sincerely
hope and trust that he will remain with us to be able to win another
spoon. Now Bill, what are you going to do about it ? Young Topper
Knight also deserves patting on the back for the excellent score he made
and we all wish him better luck next time. We now take the
opportunity of thanking all those who turned up for this monthly
competition, especially our lastjoined recruits.
The most important part of our training has now taken place.
No doubt fuller details of all our doings will be published elsewhere,
so I will only deal with our own Company. Firetly, credit must
be given to all those who have been able to turn up for Camp and
secondly, to all those who did the work of getting so many of the
Company to attend camp. The numbers that attended from each of
our Detachments are as follows:—Sittingbourne, 39; Canterbury,
41 ; Whitstable, 21 ; Littlebourne, 39; Chartham, 17. I may
mention that each of our detachments have quite a good number of
recruits, this being their fiqst training in camp.
On the arrival of the Company in camp, all ranks soon settled down
to the life and to soldiering and it cannot be passed without congratulat
ing all ranks on their behaviour and the discipline that existed amongst
all ranks of the company. Our N.C.O.'s also did excellent work in
camp to moke the company happy.

Sgt. Bailey, from Canterbury, performed the duties of C.S.M. as
C.S.M. Wood was unable to attend camp this year.
During our time in camp we have been practising various events
for the Harris Shield Competitions, which took place on Saturday,
16th and would now thank all ranks for what they did for the Company
in trying to win this shield. We were not quite lucky enough to win
it, but we put up a good fight for it. We all think, of the old saying :
" It is better to enter and lose than not to enter at all." We came out
third from the top. We all thank our Company Commander for what
he has done for us in the Relay Competition, which goes to prove that
he is still quite young. We also send our congratulations to "A"
Company on being the winners of the Harris Shield.
Our training during the fifteen days in camp was very interesting
and judging by the appearance of all ranks it seems to have made
everybody ht to take their place in the field.
The Battalion held a ceremonial parade and was inspected by our
Divisional and Brigade Commanders. They both spoke a few words
to the Battalion and congiatulated all ranks on the attendanceat camp,
their behaviour and the manner in which they had carried out their
training. We are all now packing up the camp, ready to return to our
respective stations where we shall still carry on our training in the
Drill Halls. I may mention that this year's training has been the
most successful year that we have had for some previous years.
A party from our club at Sittingbourne came down to see our
camp on Sunday, the 10th, they having travelled over eighty miles
by road. It goes to prove the good spirit which is still shown in the
Regiment. Before I close these few rough notes may I thanir ail
ranks for what they have done to make this camp one of the most
happiest times of our lives and for the support they have given to our
officers. May you all go back to your homes and'spread the news of
all our doings in camp and get as many young recruits to join our happy
band.

THE BUSY BEE.

The 4th Battalion at Arundel.
^PHE following has been received from Major
_L
General Sir Arthur LyndenBell:—
" I had a most enjoyable and inspiring day with the
4th Battalion at Arundel on the 12th June.
Arundel Park is, in every way, an ideal place for
a camp. It is probably one of the most beautiful parks
in England: there is ampleroom for practically any
number of units, the ground dries very quickly, there
is plenty of shade and, most important of all, there is
admirable training ground close by.
I have heard from outside sources of the remarkable
progress made by the 4th Battalion in their field work
since arrival in camp and I was able to confirm the
truth of all I had heard. It certainly speaks volumes
for Colonel Burns and his officers that such results can
be produced in so short a time. But it is not only the
work of the Battalion in the field that has been the
subject of so much favourable comment from outsiders.
I met a number of the latter and all remarked on the
smartness and excellent turn out of the men, their
steadiness in the ranks and the precision of the arm
drill. Then there was the Quarter Guard. True, it
was a picked guard for the purposes of the inter
.company competition in connection with the Harris
Shield, but I must say it fairly astonished me and
I entirely agreed with a highly placed officer who
remarked to me " Any regular Battalion would be
proud of a guard like that." Needless to say
the Drums were greatly admired. They were over
40 strong and were, if possible, even better than last
year. Their performance when beating Retreat for
the Brigade on the 12th was a revelation and at the
end of it Sgt. Tripp was sent for and congratulated by
General Wauchope, Commanding the 44th Home
Counties Division, who was present. The Battalion
also gained much kudos from the fact that they were
once more far the strongest one in camp, 100 per cent,
of the officers and 85 per cent of other ranks being
present. And the Battalion has quality as well as
quantity, for the men are, on the whole, an exceedingly
fine looking lot.
*
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There have been some important changes in the
Regimental Staff since last training. Capt. Willows,
Lt. Verlander and the new R.S.M. have, however, all
got well down into their saddles and it was splendid to
see my friend Major Keeler in camp ready to help his
successor in case any difficulties should arise. It is
very gratifying to know that the Regimental Staff will
be unchanged at next year's training. It was feared
at one time, that the Battalion might be, next year,
without the services of Colonel Burns, to whom it owes
so much and it is indeed welcome news to hear that
he has accepted another year's extension of his
command. It is sincerely to be hoped that Capt.
Howe and his party from the Depot, whose presence
in camp means so much to the Battalion, will come
again next year, but it is also to be hoped that they
may be allowed to concentrate their attentions on the
Battalion and not be used so much for training the
Brigade cadre, as happened this year."
I was truly sorry when my visit came to an end.
I carried away with me the impression of a very happy
and a very efficient family which during its training has
once more done great credit to the Regiment."
A.L.B.

Hound and About.
HOLIDAYS.

The time has arrived for the yearly
consultation of handbooks of " holiday
hints," timetables and one's passbook. To some the
problem of where to go presents fewer difficulties than
to olhers. I know people who solve everything by
going every year to the same place. They remain
faithful to the same hotel or the same rooms and
occupy the same pitch on the sands. These are
unimaginative people who derive a regular degree of
benefit from the yearly vacation, but I do not think
that they get the best outof it. Personally my idea of
a holiday is to choose a place to go to not earlier than
the night before the holiday begins and even then to
change one's mind if a more attractive place name
catches one's eye at the Railway Station next morning.
This type of holiday can only successfully be achieved
as long as one goes in the lightest of " marching
orders." If bags of golfclubs, tennisracquets, dress
clothes, spades and buckets are taken, then " book
early to avoid disappointment."
Above all go to a hew place, preferably abroad.
This even if you are not quite sure whether Italian,
French or Spanish cooking will suit you. However,
as most people take no advice on this important subject
but trust their own taste perhaps I waste words.

*
*
*
WEEKENDS At the risk of overcrowding a place
ABROAD.
that I would prolect from overmuch
popularity, let me tell you about
Zeeland in Holland. In the first place you can get
a weekend ticket for thirty shillings return. This
takes you from London via Harwich to Flushing.
Here you have the choice of several places. There is
Middelburg, the most attractive of ancient towns. Or
Domburg, a modern seaside resort with most of the
attractions of such places, or lastly there is Veere, a
relic of a big seaport that is now only a small fishing
village. All these places li e on the island of Walcheren,
a name that brings back memories of British military
achievement.
I cannot advise as to golf courses but there
is splendid sailing and beautiful canals for motor
boating. Above all the people are charming, every
thing & spotlessly clean and the country is trim and
delightful.
*

FINE
CRICKET.

By the time these lines are in print
we shall all know how the West Indians
have fared against England at Lord's.
My own view is that if some of the visitors play up to
form we might get an excellent game.
I was lucky enough the other day to go down to
Lord's for an hour or two on the afternoon of the third
day of the Middlesex v. W. Indians match. Mr. P. F.
Warner's informative pen had advised people to go
and see some interesting cricket and the advice was
good.
I arrived just as Constantine went in to bat and
I can honestly say that I have not seen such
an attractive innings since the war. Constantine had
taken seven Middlesex wickets in the morning but
he showed no signs of fatigue. He started off at once
by hitting a good four and from then onwards he did
much as he liked with some pretty good bowling. As
everyone knows he made one hundred and three runs
in under an hour, which is cricket. He is no rustic
cricketer either. His style is excellent and not
unorthodox. Where he differs from some of the
batsmen who now head the average in this country is
in his intense desire to hit the ball. I cannot remember
once seeing him playing the ball with his legs. I only
wish some of the " impeccable plodders" from the
English counties could have seen the innings. There
are only about three batsmen in England who could
have competed with him on that day. Hammond
(but not in a test trial) and Woolley show the same
tendency to regard batting as a matter of hitting the
ball, but there are lamentably few others.


#

*

*

A BOOK
There may be some who have not yet
FOR THE
read "Benighted" by J. B. Priestley.
HOLIDAYS. This is a thriller written by one of the
leading essayists and critics of the day.
An unusual book about some usual and some unusual
people. It is very exciting and shows what can be
done in this medium by people who have mastered the
craft of writing.
*

*



*

MOTOR NOTE. I am happy to be able to announce,
without the slightest degree of authority,
that the new W..,...lw
rth 2 will make motoring
history. The slogan will be " Put one in your picnic
basket."

Fixtures.
Canterbury Cricket Week, 4 th—10th August. 
Past and Present Cricket Match, at Canterbury,
18th August.
Annual General Meeting and Memorial Service,
at Canterbury, 19th August.
Annual Dinner, Past and Present Association,
Canon Street Hotel, 20th October.

How to get "The Dragon."
pOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are
/ year 8/, 6 months 4/, 3 months 2/.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buff's,
Canterbury.
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Overseas League.
Migration and Overseas Settlement Bureau.
A new phase of Migration work is being developed
by the OverSeas. League, the object being to assist
men of moderate means such as exofficers of the
Services, exCivil Servants and others, to settle in the
Dominions. Anxious to make its contribution toward
the building up of a strong United Empire, the League
believes that it would be of mutual advantage, both
to the Mother Country and to the Dominions, if the
class of men referred to can be happily assimilated into
the life overseas.
Many such men are looking for a wider and less
conventional life than is possible in the Old Country
and are desiring to transfer their homes to countries
where their incomes will go further, where taxation is
lighter, and where their children will have a better
prospect of a prosperous and happy future. They are
also looking for a place in which to settle where a good
climate and a reasonable amount of social and sporting
life are to be found.
The object of the League is to supplement the work
of Governments and Migration Societies, confining its
activities to the needs of a class of settler who is in
danger of being overlooked in the field of migration
work and to whom the League believes it can be of
service. The organisation is of an entirely free and
voluntary character, the aim of the League being to
make use of its worldwide organisation to help the
class of men described. Its sole objective is to meet
a very real need by providing a practical plan by which
many most desirable settlers may be helped to find
their way into a community of congenial people, with
benefit to themselves and pleasure to those among
whom they settle.
The Central Committee of the Migration Bureau
at the Headquarters of the League in London includes
prominent business men and representatives of the
Navy, Army and Air Force, Retired Naval Officers'
Association, and Oversea Governments. It has the
official approval of the Oversea Settlement Committee
of the British Government.
The Bureau works through Advisory Committees
set up in the Oversea countries. These are composed
of men of good repute on whose advice a newcomer can
place implicit reliance. It has been strictly laid down
that no one with any interest in the sale of land or the
commercial side of the business of immigration is
eligible for membership of any such Committee. Their
work is of an entirely honorary nature. They furnish
firsthand information regarding their districts, and
extend a welcome to prospective settlers who are
introduced to them by the London Committee.
Those desirous of taking advantage of the OverSeas
League Migration Scheme will—on application to the
Office—receive the following advantages :—
(1) They are shown comprehensive reports drafted
by the committees overseas, covering all sides of life
likely to interest the prospective settler; also private
letters from individual members of the committees
describing their experience in those countries. This
information contains a personal touch which is of great
value to the prospective settler. It covers such ground
as housing conditions, cost of land,. cost of living,
facilities for augmenting income, educational facilities,
servants and labour, games, shooting, fishing,
and
other forms of sport, social amenities, climate and
accessibility to railways, shops, etc. By means of
this information they are able to sum up the relative
advantages of the various countries. The Central
Committee is willing to advise all applicants how best
to utilise their resources.
(2) If so desired, questionaires from individual
applicants are sent to the committees overseas, who
answer all such particular enquiries, giving any
additional information required. No cost to the
applicant isjnvolved.

(3) On the newcomers' arrival in the country to
which they elect to go, they are met by a representative
of the Committee. Suitable accommodation is found
for them ; they are shown round the country ; given
the benefit of expert advice; passed on if they so
desire to other committees; and everything possible
is done to ensure their satisfactory settlement.
All enquiries and other communications should be
addressed to: The Hon. Secretary, Migration and
Overseas Settlement Bureau, OverSeas League, 4 and
5 Park Place, St. James' Street, London, S.W.I.

Work for Discharged Soldiers.
During the past two months, 287 soldiers have
completed their training at the Army Vocational
Training Centres at Hounslow, Aldershot and
Chisledon, and their Service with the Colours.
Of this number, 210 obtained employment in civil
life prior to actual discharge. The majority took up
bricklaying,
carpentry,
plumbing
and
motor
mechanism, while general farming, poultry farming
and gardening absorbed most of the remainder.

Service Families Settlement Scheme.
SPECIAL FACILITIES FOR SOLDIERS' FAMILIES.
The conditions of a Land Settlement Scheme under
which special facilities are offered to a limited number
of military and naval families, to settle on farms in
Canada during the Spring of 1929, have now been agreed
between the Government Departments concerned.
Vacancies for thirty families are specifically allotted
under the Scheme to the Army, and the names of
families recommended by General Officers, Command
inginChief, are to be submitted to the War Office as
soon as possible. It is not essential under this Scheme
that both man and wife should have had previous
agricultural experience. Generally speaking, the age
of the head of the family should not exceed 41 years,
but where the family is regarded by the Canadian
authorities as particularly suited for settlement, a man
up to 45 years of age will be accepted.
All accepted families will undergo a six months'
course of training In agriculture at the Army Vocational
Training Centre, Chisledon, beginning 1st November
next. Wives and elder children will receive suitable
instruction during the course. Lectures will be
arranged by Commands to explain the Scheme in detail.
The underlying object of the Dominion Authorities
is to place each family on a farm offering the best
prospects of the early success of the family. All farms
allotted are established in settled districts with a suit
able house and land which has been developed at least
partially. For these reasons the settlement of all
families as a group in one district is impracticable ;
but so far as possible, small groups of 4 or 5 families
will be settled in the same district, that is, with access
to the same market town.
The cost of ocean passage for each adult settler
will be £2 and the cost of the railway journey in Canada
from £2 to £6 according to the distance of the
destination. Children under 17 travel free. In case
of necessity arrangements may be made for an advance
of passage money. A sum up to /300 is advanced
by the Imperial Government to each settler for the
purchase of stock and equipment, the loan being repay
able in instalments spread over 25 years.
Command Oversea Settlement Committees will
make arrangements for explaining the scheme and for
recruiting suitable families. A roll of men selected,
With the names in order of priority of recommendation,
is to be rendered to the War Office by 1st July next.
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Home Counties Area.
The Dragon. In each of the four corners the united Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown.
" Veteri Frondescii Honored
" Blenheim," " Ramillies," " Oudenarde," " Malplnquet," " Dettingen," " Guadaloupe, 1759," " Douro," "Talavera," "Albuhera," " Vittoria,^
"Pyrenees," "Nivelle," "Nive," " Orthes," "Toulouse," " Penmsular," " Punniar," "Sevastopol," " Taku Forts," "South Africa, 1879,
" Chitral," " Relief of Kimberley," " Paardeberg," " South Africa, 190002."
„
The Great War—16 Battalions.—" Aisne, 1914, " Annentieres, 1914," " Ypres, 1915, '17," " Gravenstafel," "St. Juhen,
Frezenberg,
"Bellewaarde," "Hooge, 1915," "Loos," "Somme, 1916,'18," " Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " DelviUe Wood," "Pozieres," "Flers
Courcclette," " Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," "Ancre Heights," Ancre, 1916, '18," " Arras, '1917," "Scarpe, 1917," " Messiues, 1917,"
"Pilckem," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai, 1917, '18," "St. Qnentin," " Avre," " Amiens," " Bapaume, 1918," " Hindenburg Line," "Epehy,"
"St. Quentin Canal," "Selle," "Sambre," "France and Flanders, 191418,"""Struma," "Doiran, 1918," "Macedonia, 191518," "Gaza,"
" Jerusalem," "Tell Asur," "Palestine, 191718," "Aden," " Tigris, 1916," " Kut al Amara, 1917," " Baghdad," " Mesopotamia, 191518."
Agents—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal'—" The Dragon," Depot, The Buffs, Canterbury.
Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association of the Buffs, Depot, The Buffs, Canterbury.

Regular and Militia Battalions.
Uniform—Scarlet.
Bareilly.
Aldershot.
... Canterbury.

1st Bn. (3rd Foot)
2nd „
„ . 
Depot

F acings—Buff.
3rd Bn. (East Kent Mila.)

Canterbury.
Hounslow.

Record and Pay Office

Territorial Army Battalion, 4th Bn., Drill Hall, St. Peter's Lane, Canterbun.
Allied Regiment of Canadian Militia.
Toronto, Ontario.

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada ...
ColonelinChief
Colonel
Officer Commanding Depot

1st and 2nd Battalions
(Regular).
Lt.Colonels, (2)
1 Smith, L. H. 27/4/27
2 Crookenden, J.,
D.S.O.
1/1/28
Majors. (8)
2 Lee, G., D.S.O..M.C.,
11/12/16
2 Jackson, J. V. R.
18/1/17
1 Hart, N. S., 27/8/24
s. Scarlett, Hon. P. O.,
M.C.,p.s.c. 1/11/24
bt: It.col.
1/1/28
s. Thomson, A. B.,
M.B.E., p.s.c.
1/11/26
2 Field, C.S., O.B.E.
27/4/27
s. Allen, J. F. W.,
M.C.,p.s.c.
1/6/27
1 Hamilton, G. F.,
Jlf.C.,
1/1/28
Captains. (14)
2 Morgan, H. de R.,
D.S.O., f.s. 4/8/15
Stronge, H. C. T.,
D.S.O., M.C.
ps.c. [I] [2] 16/9/15
1 Peareth.A. J. 7/10/15
1 Wf/ftfns, D. A.,
M.B.E., Adjt.l/ll/lS
2 Morley, H. C. C.
23/12/15
d. 2 Howe, G. R. 30/12/15
2 Causton, L. P., M.C.
10/3/16
2 WhUaker, F., M.C.
2/9/16
bt. maj.
1 /1/23
2 Allen, E. H. 13/9/16
:.o. Rice, N. D.
1/1/17
c.o. Haymen, E. W. P.
1/1/17
c.o. Backhouse, E. B.
3/12/21
1 Essell, L.M.S.14/3/22

12/5/14
6/11/14
11/3/28

His Majesty, Christian X., King of Denmark, K.G., G.C.B., G.C.V.O.
Paget, Gen. Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur H., G.C.B., K.C.V.O., ret. pay
Field, Major C. S., O.B.E., The Buffs
1 Tuke, R. J. 22/11/24
1 HamtnondDavies,
B.E., M.C., 22/11/24
1 Webster, R. W. M.
4/5/25
Sandilands, R. B.,
4/5/25
M.C., s.f.
s. Keble, T. H. 11/5/25
d. 1 Wood, C. J.,
M.C.
11/5/25
2 Griffith, W.B.11/5/25
1 Wale, N. G. 11/5/25
1 Marshall, F. A. J. E,
D.S.O., M.B.E.,
M.C. [i]
17/9/25
t. Willows, J. R.21/9/25
2 Wilson, C. E., M.B.E.
27/4/27
1 Reid, T. R., M.C.
1/5/27
2 Knight, C.R.B. 1/6/27
2 Hall, E. F., M.C.,
p.s.c. [/] Adjt. 10/2/28
Subalterns (34).
Lieutenants,
2 Turner, A. F. St. A.
19/1/18
2 Robertson, H. P. P.
19/1/18
1 Fox, P. R. H., M.C.
20/1/18
c.o. Rome, W. H. 12/3/19
c.o. Lister, D. S., M.C.
21/6/19
c.o. Symonds, H.F. G. d'A.
21/6/19
c.o. Mitchell, G. H.
21/6/19
c.o. Hoare, N. £..24/10/19
Rose, A. J. £>.,
M.C.
24/10/19
e.o. FearnsideSpeed,
A. A.J.N. 24/10/19
c.o. Sankey, G.E. 24/10/19
1 Milton, H. 25/12/19
Penlincton, T. N. (d.
Adjt. 25/7/27)
21/2/20

c.o. Cartwrighl, /. 21/2/20
2 King, J. E. 21/2/20
2 Knocker, H. S.
20/12/20

1 Oliver, G. L B.

20/12/20

1 Coates, D. C. 16/7/21
s. Spear, T. H. 16/7/21
c.o. Crosier, J. C. T.
16/7/21
2 Cass, W. G., M.B.E.
17/12/21
d. 1 Crozier, P. G. 14/7/23
c.o. Mallam, K. M. C.
112/25
d. 2 Airy, B. A. 10)7/25
2 Haggard, C. 30/8/25
1 Boucher, V. 27/8/26
1 Williams, J. R. P.
27/8/26
2 Bruce, B.P.C. 29/1/27
2 Botley, J. A. 23/7/27
2 Nicholson, J.G.3/9/27
2 LyndenBell,
P. T. G.
3/9/27
1 Walters, H. de L.
3/9/27
2nd Lieutenants.
1 Dewar, M. P. D.
4/2/26
2 Pany.F.W.B. 4/2/26
1. Foster, J.H.N.4/2/26
1 Oliver, G. E. F.
11/2/27
2 Parry, R. F. 1/9/27
2 Williams, H. P. 1/9/27
1 Hill, C. G.
1/9/27
2 Connolly, J. F. 2/2/28
1 Craig, B. H. 2/2/28
2 Reeves, N. R. 2/2/28
Adjutants. (2)
1 Wilkins, D. A.,
M.B.E., capt.23/8/25
2 Hall, E. F., Jlf.C.,
p.s.c., Capt. 10/2/28
QuarterMasters. (3)

d. Corney, A., M.B.F.
30/12/15
capt.
30/12/18
1 Andrews, A. W.,
D.C.M., U. 25/6/23
2 Dare, P., It.
9/9/26

3rd Battalion (Militia).
Hon. Colonel.
Brinckman, Sir Theo
dore F., Bt., C.B.
(Hon. Lt.Col. in
Army)
28/6/08
15/7/07
Major.
Ward, H. E., O.B.E.
(Hon. 2nd Lt. in
Army)
22/5/15
Captains.
SilverwoodCope, A. L.
M.B.E.
27/1/16
Jackson, A.R.27/I/I6
4th Battalion
(Territorial),
Drill Hall, St. Peter's
Lane, Canterbury.
Hon. Colonel.
Goschen, The Visct.,
G.C.I.E.,
C.B.E.,
V.D.
13/10/23
Lt.Colonel.
t.a. Burns, E B. 20/3/24
Bt. Col.
20/3/28
Major.
Collard, B. S. 14/1/25
Captains.
V.C. Dean, D. T., 27/7/21
bt. Map
1/1/27
Witts, C.S.F., T.D.
28/7/21
Coote, D. V. 13/1/24
Bacon, G. D., Jlf.C.
13/1/24
Hardcastle, A. E. L.
L3/7/26
29/7/20
Lieutenants.
Sherwood, J. 1/5/19
Brooke C. H. M.
21/6/19

Turner, A. J. 20/7/23
Poile, R. S. 21/7/23
James, Hon. W. E.C.
1/3/24
Hewitt, M. B. 2/3/24
Wagland, W. 3/3/24
31/7/21
Warner, G. R. 7/4/26
28/9/18
Iggulden, D. P.
12/3/27
Mount, G. H. 27/9/27
Parish, E. G. 28/9/27
Geering, J.P. 9/3/28
2nd Lieutenants.
Cheney, R. J. 9/6/26
Rickards, W. J.
28/7/26
Rose, H. D. 17/12/27
Machin, K. S. 28/2/28
Adjutant.
Willows, J. R., Capt.
The Buffs 14/12/27
QuarterMaster.
Verlander, F. G.,
It.
20/4/28
Uniform—Scarlet.
Faciugs—Bug.
Cadet Units Affiliated.
1st. Cadet Co., The Buffs.
Depot, Royal Marine
C. Corps.
Kent College C. Corps.
Simon Langton School
C. Corps.

Supplementary Reserve
Category B.
Lieutenant,
Fiudlay, \V. R.
28/8/25
2nd Lieutenants.
Gordon, C. A. R.
7/4/26
Reith, A. J. 15/12/26

(Army List, June, 1928).
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DISCHARGES.

26 5^^928^

Officers.
REGULAR ARMY.
COMMANDS AND STAFF.
Lieut. T. H. Spear is seconded for service on the Staff (April 1st).

SUPPLEMENTARY RESERVE OF OFFICERS.

The following to be a SecondLieutenant
J. II. Hanley (late Cadet LceCpl., Radlev College Contingent,
Junior Division, O.T.C.)

The Depot.

PtC

T

I'ea("cV'

6283725 Pte. J. Kennett and 6283727 Pte. A. Dearing, discharged
under para. 363 (vi) (6), K.R.'s, 161928.
6283774 Pte. R. Shoubridge, discharged under para. 363 (vi) (a)
K.R.'s, 161928.

LONG SERVICE AND GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL.

6280087 Pte. E. Lcwry, awarded the L.S. & G.C. Medal, with
Gatuity.

CONTINUANCE IN THE SERVICE.

6280301 Pte. If. Mills, permitted to continue in the Service beyond
21 years for a period of one year up to 5 101929.

The 4th Battalion.

RECRUITS.

Attested as shewn :—
Recruits T. Dowling, II. Brigstock and 1'. Cordell, 15528; L.
Compton, 18528; J. Clarke, 1628; H. Cooke, 2628 C.
Dixon, 8628 ; J. McNamara, 8628 ; H. Osborne, 11628.

POSTINGS.
6282802 L/Cpl. A. Yates, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion for
tour of duty, 2451928.
The undermentioned proceeded to Aldershot, 661928 on Destine
to 2nd Battalion The Buffs.:—
6283714 Pte. Alderson, 6283734 Pte. W. Bartholomew, 62833724
Pte. E. Cork, 773712 Pte. A. Cross, 6283730 Pte. W. Foster, 2208606
Pte. W. Holmes, 6283722 Pte. J. Hancock, 6283717 Pte. \V. Home,
6283711 Pte. I,. Hubbard, 6283731 Pte. H. Knott, 6283719 Pte. K.
New, 6283707 Pte. E. Penfold, 6283715 Pte. E. Pullman, 6283716 Pte
H. Pullman, 6283721 Pte. J. Rogers, 776038 Pte. G. Skinner, 6283712
Pte. E. Stead, 6283728 Pte. II. Thomas, 6283578 Pte. I. Trowell
6283733 Pte. G. Turner, 6283710 Pte. A. Vanson, 6283720 Pte. V.'
Wratten.
6279670 Sgt. S. Page, reposted to 2nd Battalion The Buffs, 195

discharged under para. 363 (vi) (a), K.R.'s,

ENLISTMENTS.

The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion are
taken on the strength and posted to Companies as shewn:—
6283965 Pte. W. Butcher, "B" (W), 25 4 28 ; 6283972 Pte. T.
Gilbert, "B" (W), 9528 ; 6283966 Pte. F. Goddard, "D" (F), 304
28: 6283973 Pte. S. Hogbin, "B" (\V), 9528 ; 6283964 Pte. F.
Holness, "A" (R), 14428; 6283970 Pte. W. Macey, "C" (Hk.),
19 4 28; 6283971 Pte. R. MorlandHuglies, "D" '(D), 2 528;
6283968 Boy R. Nicholls. "D" (D), 1528:
6283967 Boy
S. Whichello, "A" (R), 26 428 ; 6283969 Bov M. Young, "D"
(D), 15 28.

APPOINTMENTS.

6082053 Pte. S. Clavson, "B," appointed Paid LanceCorporal
w/e from 16528.
6281583 Pte. \V. Fuller, "A," appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal
w/e from 16528.
6283292 Pte. A. Moat, "B," appointed Paid LanceCorporal w/e
from 16528.

DISCHARGES.

6282836 Pte. D. Cole, "A" (S), discharged under Para. 19311
r.A.R., w/e from 8528.

MAPPIN'S 'CAMPAIGN' WATCH.

This fine Wristlet Watch was first used in great numbers at Omdurman,
and Desert experience is the greatest test a watch can have. During
the Great War it renewed its high reputation for reliability under
trying conditions. It is compensated, fully jewelled, dust and damp
proof, and carries Mappin and Webb's guarantee of reliability. A
catalogue of Ladies' and Gentlemen's Watches will be sent on request.
SILVER
9ct. GOLD
18ct. GOLD

/3: 0 : 0

/8:0:0

/II : 10 : 0

MAPPIN WEBB
/rtd

Londoii: 158162 Oxford St. W.1.

2 Queen Victoria St., E.C.4. 172 Regent St. W.l.

Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appoinirnent to
The Loyal Regiment.
The Northamptonshire Regiment.
The Royal Berkshire Regiment.
The King's Shropshire Light Infantry.
The Middlesex Regiment.
The Wiltshire Regiment.
The Manchester Regiment.
The North Staffordshire Regiment.
The York & Lancaster Regiment.
The Durham Light Infantry.
The Royal Ulster Rifles.

The East Surrey Regiment.
The Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry.
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment.
The Border Regiment.
The Rcyal Sussex Regiment.
The Hampshire Regiment.
The Dorsetshire Regiment.
The Prince of Wales' Volunteers.
The Welch Regiment.
The Essex Regiment.
The Sherwood Foresters.

The Royal Scots.
The Royal Warwickshire Regiment.
The King's Regiment.
The Norfolk Regiment.
The Somerset Light Infantry.
The East Yorkshire Regiment.
The Bedford & Hertfordshire Regiment.
The Royal Scots Fusiliers.
The Royal Welch Fusiliers.
The South Wales Borderers.
The Worcestershire Regiment.

LONDON: 4 NEW BURLINGTON STREET, REGENT STREET, W. 1
ALDERSHOT: 29 HIGH STREET
WOOLWICH: 25 THE COMMON
CAMBERLEY: 68 & 68A HIGH STREET
Telephones : 2346 Regent, London ; 300 Woolwich; 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams: "Afflighty, London"; "Flight, Aldershot"; "Flight, Camberley"

THE OLDEST ESTABLISHED BUTCHER'S BUSINESS IN THE
CITY.

LLOYDS BANK
LIMITED,
with which is incorporated the business of

Messrs. COX & CO.,
Army and Royal A i r Force A g e n t s ,
formerly of 16, CHARING CROSS, &c.

Present address :

6,

PALL MALL,

FAMILY

3 Palace Street, Canterbury.
Home killed Meat a speciality.
'Phone 25.

1927.)

Deposits, &c.

£353,934,406

Advances, &c.

£202,417,661

J. H. G. HAMILTON.
(Late

WINE

The Bank has over 1,700 Offices in England
and Wales, and several in India and Burniah.
It

also

has

Correspondents

and

BUTCHER,

S.W. 1.

HEAD OFFICE: LONDON, E.C. 3.
(30th June,

W. W. YOUNG,

Agents

throughout the British Isles, and a large number
of Colonial and Foreign Agents.

FREND

&

SON).

MERCHANT.

(ESTABLISHED

1739).

26 St. George's Street,
CANTERBURY.
Telephone:

1 4 8 Canterbury.

Post free—
Ireland. & Abroad. .
8/. per annum.
41 6 mont,hs. '
2' 3 months.
Write:Editor,
Deppt, The Buff's,
Canterbury
Telephone: 513.

JVCCicfc "SjUgiment—Queet?'& Qwtt "glifCcs of @<ma6$.

Price Sixpence,

August, 1928.

No. 345.

Buffs Warriors' Chapel Endowment
Fund.
rpHE following donations have been
1 received by the Secretary of tbe Past
and Present Association to date:—(25/7/28)
£ s. d.
General Sir Arthur Paget
25 0 0
Mrs. Goff
...
...
...
... 10 10
10 0
Colonel Sir Theodore Brinckman ... 10 0 0
Mr. and Mrs. Chapman

...

5

5

0

Lt.Colonel R. S. I. Friend

...

...

5

0

0

Mrs. Webster

...

3

3

0

3

3

0

2

2

0

2

2

0

...

...

Major F. W. Tomlinson
Brig.General Ommanney
Miss Tomlinson

...

Mr. J. Druce

...

110

Mrs. Dauglish

...

110

Major Gould

100

Mr. R. W. Fenner

10

0

Captain C. R. B. Knight

10

0

H.

1

0

0

..

"D" Coy., 4th Bn., The Buffs

...

1

0

0

Captain

...

0 12

0

0

0

E.

A. Carter

Mr. H. G. Clarabut

...

2

Intending subscribers are reminded that
it is hoped to hand to the Dean after the
Memorial Service on Sunday, August 19th,
at least a substantial part of the fund, and all
such are consequently requested to be so good as
to forward their donations as soon as possible.

G

Personalia.

ENERAL Sir Arthur Paget, during
last mouth inspected both the 2nd
Battalion at Aldershot and. the Depot at
Canterbury. We understand that he was
very satisfied with all he saw.

V

It is to be regretted that the somewhat
hurried though unavoidable final and definite

arrangements for the presentation of new
Colours to the 2nd Battalion by the Lord
Mayor of London in the City on the 27th
ultimo, made it impossible for the Battalion
to notify all who might be interested. At the
request of Lt.Colonel Crookenden, this office
endeavoured to notify ah subscribers, to The
Dragon and members of the Past and Present
Association through the various Branch Head
quarters. An account of the Presentation
will appear in the September number.
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MajorGeneral. Sir Arthur LyndenBell,
Major Field and Capt. Howe were present on
the 12th July at the Garden Party given by .
the High Sheriff of Kent (Sir William Plender,
Bart., G.B.E.) at his beautiful home at Sun
bridge near Sevenoaks.
We have been asked by Colonel W. H.
Trevor, to whom we offer our sincerest sym
pathy, to say how deeply grateful he is to all
his old friends in the Regiment for their
sympathy in his recentbereavement and that
he hopes in time to answer their letters.
Colonel and Mrs. Howard Smith have been
enjoying themselves at Gulmarg, where the
climate is described as " glorious, cold
enough for a fire and three blankets at night,
and shirt sleeves for golf at midday."
By the time this is in print, Colonel
Howard Smith will be in Alma Barracks,
Ranikhet, where he will command the Depot
until October.
We offer our sincere sympathy to Major
M. S. Williams on the death of his wife which
occurred in London on July 7th. Major
Williams' address is Acton House, Princes
Square, W.2.
We hear from many sources of the
discomforts of the Hills in India during the
rainy season. We understand that the conditions
in the Hills during the rains are not ideal, but
we think that most people of Indian experience
would prefer them to life on the plains during
the same period. WTio can forget the
appalling " steaminess " of the plains during
the rains or the hosts of insects of every kind ?
We have already commented upon the fact
that the 1st Battalion is losing its Brigadier
and Divisional General at the same time.
Brigadier G. C. Williams is going as Instructor
to the Imperial Defence College and by
a curious coincidence MajorGeneral Sir
Edmund Ironside, who has now the 2nd
Battalion, under him at Aldershot, will become
the new Divisional General of the 1st
Battalion.
In our last issue we mentioned the fact that
Brig.General Sir William Horwood, the
present head of the Metropolitan Police was
once an officer in the 3rd Battalion. His
successor, Viscount Byng of Vimy, has always
been keenly interested in the Regiment. In
1906 Lord Byng was commanding the Cavalry
Brigade, the Headquarters ofjjwhich were at
Canterbury, and he spent much time on our

square, talking to our recruits, one of whom
is the present R.S.M. of the Depot. His
interest in our Regiment is as keen as ever.
We have heard with deep regret of the
death of Major Cloudesley Marsham, the well
known Kent Cricketer. Besides having been
Captain of the Kent XI. when the County last
won the Championship, he has done a vast
amount of work for the Kent County Council
and in other spheres. Major Marsham, who
was in the West Kent Yeomanry, served as
an officer in the 10th Battalion of the Regi
ment which was formed when the East and
West Kent Yeomanry were dismounted in
Egypt in 1916. The passing of Major
Marsham is a serious loss to the county and
the country.
We are sorry to hear that Capt. Wilkins
has had scarlet fever; unfortunately too,
Major Hamilton who was regarded as "a
contact," has had to spend some time in
isolation, but happily he has escaped the
disease.
Mr. D'Arcy Symonds is apparently very
happy at Accra and he is playing lots of polo.
He passes his Dragons to Sgt. Kelsey, who,
we are glad to hear, is remarkably fit.
We hear that Mr. Lister is on a shooting
trip and we hope he will bring home with him
some heads for the 2nd Battalion and the
Depot.
Mr. Boucher has arrived home and has
been staying with Mr. Rose at the R.M.C.,
Sandhurst. He paid a visit to the
2nd Battalion recently and is reputed to be
very fit. He proposes, we understand, to go
fishing in Ireland before joining the Depot.
We congratulate FlightLieut. G. H. Stain
forth on his recent successes in the Royal Air
Force Rifle Association, winning the R.A.F.
Rifle Championship.
We are indebted to Lieut. H. de L. Walters
for the interesting article which appears in
this number, " Laws and Customs of
Guernsey." Mr. G. E. Boon has been a recent
visitor from that island to The Dragon Office,
and had a few remarks to make regarding the
6d. income tax.
We congratulate Capt. Witts and the /
Thanet Company of the 4th Battalion on f
winning the Harris Shield and we anticipate {
a tremendous competition for the Shield at
the next Annual Camp.
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BUFFS (EAST KENT REGIMENT).

Home Counties Area.
The Dragon. In each of the four corners the united Red and White Rose ensigned with the Imperial Crown.
" Veteri Frondescit Honore."
^S^AfrJfisll;"'
' Blenheim,' ' » Ramillies," " Oudenarde," " Malpiaquet," « I^ingen,';''^
' Pyrenees,' " Nivelle,"' " Nive," " Orthes," ""Toulouse," "Peninsular," " Punniar,'
'Chltral,'
.9.5, '.V "Oravenatatel," "St. JWto.."
"Bellewaarde," "Hooge, 1915," "Loos," "Somme, 1916, '18," " Albert, 1916, '18," " Bazentin," " Delville Wood
" Fozieres,
Flers
Courcclette," " Morval," " Thiepval," " Le Transloy," " Ancre Heights,' Ancre, 1916,'18, "Arras, 1917,
Scarpe, 1917,
Messmes, 1917,
" Pilckem," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai, 1917, '18," "St. Quentin," " Avre," "Amiens," " Bapaume, 1918," " Hindenbnrg Line,
Epehy,
"St. Quentin Canal," "Selle," " Sambre," " France and Flanders, 191418," " Struma," "Doiran, 1918," " Macedonia, 191518,
Gaza,
" Jerusalem," " Tell Asur,' 'Palestine, 191718," "Aden," "Tigris, 1916," "Kut al Amara, 1917,' 'Baghdad," "Mesopotamia, 191518.'
A gents—Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Cox's & King's Branch.
Regimental Journal—" The Dragon," Depot, The Buffs, Canterbury.
Regimental Association—The Past and Present Association of the Buffs, Depot, The Buffs, Canterbury.
Regular and Militia Battalions.
U niform—Scarlet.
Facings—Buff.
Bareilly.
3rd Bn. (Fast Kent Mila.
Aldershot.
Canterbury.
Record and Pay Office

1st Bn. (3rd Foot)
2nd „
„
Depot

—

... Canterbury
„
,
Hounslow.

Territorial Army Battalion, 4th Bn., Drill Hall, St. Peter's Lane, Canterbury.
Allied Regiment of Canadian Militia.
The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada
ColonelinChief
.:.
Colonel
Officer Commanding Depot

1st and 2nd Battalions
(Regular).
Lt.Colonels. (2)
1 Smith, L. H. 27/4/27
2 Crookenden, J.,
D.S.O.
1/1/28
Majors. (8)
2 Lee, G., D.S.O.,M.C.,

11/12/16

2 Jackson, J. V. R.
18/1/17
1 Hart, N. S„ 27/8/24
Scarlett, Hon. P. G.,
M.C.,p.s.c. 1/11/24
bt. It.col.
1/1/28
i. Thorn sou, A. B.,
M.B.E., p.s.c.
1/11/26
2 Field, C. S., O.B.E.
27/4/27
s. Allen, J. F. W.,
M.C.,p.s.c.
1/6/27
1 Hamilton, G. F.,
Jlf.C.,
1/1/28
Captains. (14)
2 Morgan, H. de R.,
D.S.O.J.s. 4/8/15
Stronge, H. C. T.,
D.S.O., M.C.
ps.c. [1] [2] 16/9/15
1 Peareth.A. J. 7/10/15
1 Wilkins, D. A.,
M.B.E.,
1/11/15
2 Morlev, H. C. C.
23/12/15
J. 2 Howe, G. R. 30/12/15
2 Causton, L. P., Jlf.C.
10/3/16
2 Whitaker, F., M.C.
2/9/16
bt. maj.
1/1/23
2 Allen, E. H. 13/9/16
c.o. Rice, N. D.
1/1/17
c.o. Haymen, E. W. P.
1/1/17
c.o. Backhouse, E. B.
3/12/21
1 Essell. L.M.S.14/3/22

...

1 oronto,

His Majesty, Christian X., King of Denmark, K.G., G.C.B., G.C.V.0.
Paget, Gen. Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur H., G.C.B., K.C.V.O., ret. pay
Field, Major C. S., O.B.E., The Buffs

1 Tuke, R. J. 22/11/24
1 HammondDavies,
B.E., Jlf.C., 22/11/24
1 Webster, R. W. M.
4/5/25
Sandilands, R. B.,
M.C., s.f.
4/5/25
2 Keble, T. H. 11/5/25
d. 1 Wood, C. J.,
Jlf.C.
11/5/25
2 Griffith, W.B.I 1/5/25
1 Wale, N. G. 11/5/25
1 Marshall, F. A. J. E,
D.S.O., M.B.E.,
M.C. [/]
17/9/25
t. Willows, J. J?.21/9/25
2 Wilson, C. E, M.B.E.
27/4/27
1 Reid, T. R., Jlf.C.
1/5/27
2 Knight. C.R.B. 1/6/27
2 Hall, E. F., M.C.,
p.s.c. [I] Adjt. 10/2/28
Subalterns (34).
Lieutenants.
2 Turner, A. F. St. A.
19/1/18
2 Robertson, H. P. P.
19/1/18
1 Fox, P. R. H., Jlf.C.
20/1/18
c.o. Rowe, W. H. 12/3/19
c.o. Lister, D. S., M.C.
21/6/19
c.o. Symonds.H.F.G.d'A.
21/6/19
c.o. Mitchell, G. H.
21/6/19
c.o. Hoare, JV. £.24/10/19
Rose, A. J. D.,
24/10/19
M.C.
c.o. FearnsideSpeed,
A. A.J.N. 24/10/19
c.o. Sankey, G.E. 24/10/19
1 Milton, H. 25/12/19
Penlington, T. N. id.
Adjt. 25/7/27)
21/2/20
c.o. Cartwright, J. 21/2/20
2 King, J. E. 21/2/20
2 Knocker, H. S.
20/12/20

1 Oliver, G. L B.
20/12/20
1 Coates, D. C.
Adjt. 16/7/21
s. Spear, T. H. 16/7/21
c.o. Crozier, J. C. T.
16/7/21
2 Cass, W. G., M.B.E.
17/12/21
d. 1 Crozier, F. G. 14/7/23
c.o. Mallam, K. M. C.
1/2/25
d. 2 Airy, E A. 10/7/25
2 Haggard, C. 30/8/25
1 Boucher, V. 27/8/26
1 Williams, J. R. P.
27/8/26
2 Bruce, E.P.C. 29/1/27
2 Nicholson, J.G.3/9/27
2 LyndenBell,
P. T. G.
3/9/27
1 Walters, H. de L.
3/9/27
2nd Lieutenants.
1 Dewar, M. P. D.
4/2/26
2 Parry, F.W.B. 4/2/26
1 Foster, J. H.N.4/2/26
1 Oliver, G. E. F.
11/2/27
2 Parry, R. F. 1/9/27
2 Williams, H. P.1/9/27
1 Hill, C. G.
1/9/27
2 Connolly, J. F. 2/2/28
1 Craig, B. H. 2/2/28
2 Reeves, N. R. 2/2/28
Adjutants. (2)
2 Hall, E. F„ Jlf.C.,
p.s.c., Capt. 10/2/28
1 Coates, D. C., It.
23/8/28
QuarterMasters. (3)
d. Corney, A., M.B.E.
30/12/15
capt.
30/12/18
1 Andrews, A. W.,
D.C.M., U. 25/6/23
2 Date. P.. It.
9/9/26

3rd Battalion (Militia).
Hon. Colonel.
Brinckman, Sir Theo
dore F., Bt., C.B.
(Hon. Lt.Col. in
Army)
28/6/08
15/7/07
Major.
Ward, H. E., O.B.E.
(Hon. 2nd Lt. in
Army)
22/5/15
Captains.
SilverwoodCope, A. L.
M.B.E.
27/1/16
Jackson, A.R.27/1/16

4th Battalion
(Territorial).
Drill Hall, St. Peter's
Lane, Canterbury.
Hon. Colonel.
Goschen, The Visct.,
G.C.I.E.,
C.B.E.,
V.D.
13/10/23
Lt.Colonel.
t.a. Burns, E. B. 20/3/24
Bt. Col.
20/3/28
Major.
Collard, B. S. 14/1/25
Captains.
V.C. Dean, D. J., 27/7/21
bt. Maj.
1/1/27
Witts, C.S.F., T.D.
28/7/21
Coote, D. V. 13/1/24
Bacon, G. D., Jlf.C.
13/1/24
Hardcastle, A. E. L
13/7/26
29/7/20
Lieutenants.
Sherwood, J. 1/5/19
Brooke, C. H. M.
21/6/19

Ontario.
12/5/14
6/11/14
11/3/28

Turner, A. J. 20/7/23
Poile, R. S. 21/7/23
James, Hon. W. E.C.
1/3/24
Hewitt, M. B. 2/3/24
Wagland, W. 3/3/24
31/7/21
Warner, G. R. 7/4/26
28/9/18
Iggulden, D. P.
12/3/27
Mount, G. H. 27/9/27
Parish, E. G. 28/9/27
Geering, J.P. 9/3/28
2nd Lieutenants.
Cheney, R.J. 9/6/26
Rickards, W. J.
28/7/26
Rose, H. D. 17/12/27
Macliin, K. S. 28/2/28
Adjutant.
Willows, J. R., Capt.
The Buffs 14/12/27
QuarterMaster.
Verlander, F. G.,
U.
20/4/28
Uniform—Scarlet.
Facings—Buff.
Cadet Units Affiliated.
1st. Cadet Co., The Buffs.
Depot, Royal Marine
C. Corps.
Kent College C. Corps.
Simon Langton School
C. Corps.

Supplementary Reserve
Category B.
Lieutenant,
Findlay, W. R.
28/8/25
2nd Lieutemnts.
Gordon, C. A. R.
7/4/26
Reith, A. J. 15/12/26
Haaley, J. H. 9/6/28
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Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
REGULAR ARMY.

Capt. E. H. Allen is seed, for serv. under the Colonial Office (Sept.

12).

Capt. and Bt. Maj. F. Whitaker, M.C., is restd. to the estabt. (Sept.

12).

Capt. N. D. Rice, The Buffs, is granted the local rank of Maj., while
serving with the R.W. Afr. Fron. Force, (Aug. 25).

The 2nd Battalion.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

6281789 L/Cpl. H. Viney, "H.Q.," promoted Corporal, 201128.
4445582 L/Cpl. Robbins, "B," appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
20—11—28.
6278787 L/Cpl. W. Taylor, "H.Q.," promoted Corporal, 211128.
6283169 VCP1. J. Gowen, "M.G.," appointed Paid LanceCorporal.
6280553 L/Sgt. J. Kelsey, promoted Sergeant, 31128.
6278788 L/Sgt. E. Wade, C," promoted Sergeant, 31128.
28
Cpl C. Nash, "A," appointed Paid LanceSergeant, 3—11—
6282070 L/Cpl. H. Wilson, "H.Q.," promoted Corporal, 31128.
^6282122 L/Cpl. A. Hills, "H.Q.," appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
1664830 L/Cpl A. Cannon, "H.Q.," appointed Paid LanceCorporal,
5i1—28.
^^6281890 Pte. W. Charlton, "B," appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal,

RECRUITS—BOYS.
Boy W. F. Piatt, attested 161128 for 2nd Battalion for 12 years.
Boy H. Filmer attested 17—11—28 for 2nd Battalion for 12 years.
6283392 Pte. W. Hare, "A" discharged 221128 under K.R. 370
(xvi) (a).
6280086 Cpl. W. Pack, "A," discharged 191128 under K.R.
370 (xxi).
6279149 Sgt. A. Amos, "B," discharged, 201128, under K.R.
370 (xxi).
6282129 Pte.. R. Brambleby, "H.Q.," discharged 10—11—28 under
K.R. 370 (x).
6278902 L/Cpl. G. Crouch, "H.Q.," discharged 41128 under K.R.
370 (xxi).

LONG SERVICE AND GOOD CONDUCT MEDALS.

6278181 C.S.M. A. Tong, "H.Q.," 6278096 C.Q.M.S. H. Blackman,
"H.Q." and 6188690 Sgt. S. Carvell, "C," awarded Long Service and
Good Conduct Medals (with gratuity).

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.
The undermentioned recruit having joined the Battalion is taken
on the strength and posted to Company as shewn :—
6284008 Pte. H. Hurlosk, "B" (W), 41028.

PROMOTION AND APPOINTMENTS.
6282874 Sgt. R. Bailey, "B," promoted W.O. CI. II and appointed
C.S.M., 231028.
6281669 Sgt. W. Setterfield, "D," promoted ColourSergeant
and appointed C.Q.M.S. "D" Company w/e from 11028.

DISCHARGES.
6283230 Pte. H. Apps, "C" (C), discharged, having joined Regular
Army, 881928.
*
6283981 Pte. H. Barlow, "A" (H.B.) discharged, having joined
Regular Army (R.A.), 161028.
6283990 Pte. J. Thompson, "A" (H.B.), discharged having joined
Regular Army (The Buffs), 231028. 
6283244 Pte. E. Coleman, "B" (L), discharged 221028.
6283276 Pte. W. Cork, "B" (C), 6906958 Pte. O. Dorrington, "B"
(C), 6283271 Pte. D. Fisher, "B" (C), 6283243 Pte. C. Hopkins, "B"
(L), 6283268 Pte. A. Pollard, "B" (L), 6283628 Pte. G. Ward, "B" (L),
6280855 Pte. G. Graham, "B" (C), discharged 221028.
6282538 Pte. H. Horne,"A" (R), discharged 81028.
6339213 Pte. A. Prince, "C" (C), discharged 201028.

TRANSFER TO ARMY RESERVE.
7337418 Pte. F. Longhurst (1st Bn. The Buffs, Attached), trans
ferred to Army Reserve, 1111928.
 6281420 Pte. R. Heasman (1st Bn. The Buffs), transferred to Army
Reserve, 10111928.

Established over 140 Years

H. & G. SIMONDS, Ltd.
Brewers, Wine & Spirit Merchants

READING

AND THE TAMAR

BREWERY, DEVONPORT

Under same control and Management:—

COURSE—RESULT.

MACKESON & Co., Ltd., SOUTH BERKS BREWERY Co., Ltd.
Hythe, Kent.
Newbury.

STRENGTH—DECREASE.

Unrivalled Facilities for the supply of NAVAL,
MILITARY & AIR FORGE CANTEENS & MESSE8

6281889 Cpl. E. Watts, "M.G.," attended 47th Course in Boxing,
Wrestling, etc., from 4928 to 181028 and awarded diploma.
6281429 Pte. S. Tallack, "B," transferred to Army Reserve, 1811
28 under K.R. 369 (i).
6282976 Pte. C. Gainey, "B," transferred to Army Reserve, 1911
28 under K.R. 369 (i).

REENGAGEMENT.

2646398 R.S.M. C. Vaughan, "H.Q.," reengaged at Aldershot,
191128 for The Buffs for such period as will complete 21 years Colour
Service on present reenlistment.

POSTINGS.

6188690 Sgt. S. Carvell, reposted to Battalion, 91128, on com
pletion of tour of duty with 7th City of London Regiment, T.A.
6278484 Sgt. F. Hodges, D.C.M., M.G., posted to 7th City of London
Regiment, T.A., for duty as P.S. Instructor, 101128.
6280353 Sgt. J. Kelsey, posted to Supernumerary Strength of
Battalion, 31128.
6279174 Sgt. A. Ross, M.M., "C," posted to 9th Battalion Middlesex
Regiment, T.A., with effect from 21128 for duty as P.S. Instructor.

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Attested as shewn :—
Recruits E. B. Wimble, 16101928; S. Rose, 17101928;
F. T. Supple, 18101928; E. H. Tappenden, 20101928; J.
Thompson, 24101928; L D. Coeshott, 25101928 ; P. G. Belson,
29101928 ; P. Lawson, 30101928; W. E. Brown, 31101928;
P. Flaherty, 31101928; A. H. Squire, 2111928; E. F. Miles,
6111928; W. G. Savill, 5111928; J. Varty, 7111928; L
Wellard, 7111928; W. G. Martin, 7111928; L. H. Mitchell,
6111928 ; A. F. Pierce, 7111928.

APPOINTMENTS.

6282327 Pte. R. Fagg, appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal, 3010
1928.

DISEMBARKATION.

6281953 Pte. H. Hills, 6282586 Pte. W. Pearce, 4265157 Pte. T.
Catltrac, 6283392 Pte. W. Hare (1st Bn. The Buffs) disembarked at
Southampton exH.T. Nevasa, 10101928. Posted to this Depot.
6278801 Pte. Pearce, 6281097 Pte. Flisher, 6281098 Pte. Bates,
6448505 Pte. Biscoe (1st Bn. The Bnffs), disembarked exH.T. Neuralia
at Southampton 2111928, and posted to this Depot.

Branch Stores and Offices:
Aldershot (Military Branch)—

Farnborough Street
Farn
borough, Hants.
Brighton—(and for Worthing,
Bognor, Littlehampton, Lewes,
Seaford, Newhaven, Horsham,
etc.) 4 Castle Square. Brighton.
Devonport. — The Taniar
Brewery, Devonport.
Farnborough (and for Royal
Military and Staff Colleges,
Sandhurst ar.d District/ —Farn
borough Street, Farnborough,
Hants.
Hastings (and for Bexhill, Rye,
Winchelsea, etc.)—Mackeson
& Co., Ltd., The Brewery,
Hythe, Kent.
London—The Plough Brewery,
;i6, Wandsworth Road, S.W. 8
Ludgershall (and for Andover
& Salisbury Plain District)—
Tidworth Road, Ludgershall.
Oxford1—67 & 68 High Street,
Oxford.
Plymouth (and for Exeter and
Western District)—The Tamar
Brewery, Devonport.
Portsmouth (and for Gosport,
Isle of Wight, Southern Disttict
and Channel Islands)—33 Mar
mion Road, Southsea, and 69
Hyde Park Road, Southsea.
Salisbury—Fisherton Brewery
Stores, Salisbury.

Shorncliffe (and for Chatham.

Sheerness, Dover, Sandgate,
Hastings and South Eastern
District) — Mackeson & Co.,
Ltd., The Brewery. Hythe,
Kent.
Slough (and for Halton Camp,
Aylesbury, Maidenhead, Wind
sor, Cookham, Marlow, High
Wycombe, Egham, Hayes,
Southall, Hanwell, Northolt,
Uxbridge, Hounslow, etc.)
High Street, Slough.
Swansea (for South Wales and
District) — 43 Orchard Street,
Swansea.
Woking (and for Chertsey.Wey
bridge, Walton  on  Thames,
Cobham, Guildford, Bisley Camp
etc.)^— 88 Chertsey Road,
Woking.
Woolwich (and for Colchester,
Gravesend, Shoeburyness, Big
gin Hill and Warley)—51 Art
illery Place, Woolwich,S.E.18.
Malta—311 Strada Reale and
L L 3> 4. 5. 6, 7 and 8 Right
Marina, Valletta, Malta.
Gibraltar—Agent: E. M. B.
Cottrell (M. Baglietto) 2 Library
Street, Gibraltar.
Egypt, Palestine—Agent: Mr.
A. W. Glover, 4 DeirelBanat,
Cairo.
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"D" Company.
The chief event during the month of November was the combined
Church Parade on Armistice Day of all Territorial Army Units in Dover,
under the command of Major Welch, T.D., R.A. "D" Company was
wellrepresented by The Drums and about forty Members of the
Company under Capt. D. V. Coote, the other Officers on parade being
Lieuts. J. Sherwood and E. Parish. The Dover Branch of The Past
and Present Association The Buffs, under Major Foster, also took part
in the parade. The Territorial Army Units marched to St. Mary's
Church where the service was conducted by The Bishop of Dover.
The Dover Branch of the Past and Present Association The Buffs
attended the Memorial Service at the War Memorial at 11 a.m. and
came on to the service at St. Mary's Church afterwards. After the
service, the whole parade returned to our Drill Hall where "D"
Company's Team were presented with the Emden Trophy by Colonel
F. G: Hayward, T.D., Honorary Colonel of the 57th Field Brigade,
Royal Artillery. The Folkestone Detachment of "D" Company, under
Lieut. Wagland, attended Divine Service at the Parish Church, Folke
stone, in the morning, but in the evening they also took part, under the
command of Capt. Coote, in a very impressive parade at the Folkestone
War Memorial where a short service was held. At the end of such
service, the Regular Troops from Shorncliffe Garrison, with torchlights,
lined the " Road of Remembrance " leading from the Leas to The
Harbour, down which hundreds of thousands of men marched during
the Great War on their way to France. A procession, headed by Bands
from the Shorncliffe Garrison and consisting of Territorial Units in
Folkestone, ExService Men's Organisations, etc., marched down the
" Road of Remembrance " to the Harbour where another short service
was held.
The congratulations of the Company are accorded to the under
mentioned Members of "D" Company and Headquarter Company :—
Sgt. Maskell, on promotion to CompanySergeantMajor; Sgt.
Setterfield on promotion to C.Q.M.S., "D" Company; Sgt. Doe on
promotion to C.Q.M.S. Headquarter Company. /
The whole Company is now settling down to serious Winter Train
ing and the social side also will not be forgotten. The Red Uniforms
for The Drums are nearing completion and we are very pleased with
those we have already seen; several inches have been added to the
chest measurements of The Drummers and we are looking forward to
their first appearance in public when, we feel sure, that they will give
an even better account of themselves than they have in the past (if
such a thing is possible.
We understand that one of our Officers, Lieut. C. H. M. Brooke,
is spending a wellearned holiday in Monte Carlo. We wish him the
best of luck, should he feel inclined to indulge in the chief recreation
of that popular resort.
May we take this opportunity of wishing all Buffs, Past or Present
a very Happy Christmas.

1st Cadet Company, The Buffs.

O

UR annual inspection was held at the Drill Hall,
Sandwich, on 29th October. It was unfortunate
that several members of the Corps were prevented from
attending, but Captain Willows seemed favourably
impressed with our turn out and movements. We were
prevented from drilling for two weeks last month as
the Hall was engaged for various shows. It is a pity,
from our point of view, that these exhibitions of flora
and fauna cannot be held elsewhere.
We expect ' all present and correct' at. the annual
' tea ' which will be held before Christmas.

B. and W. FISKMOORE,
Professional Photographers,
VII St. George's Place, Canterbury.
Tel. 337.

Note New Address.
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Blinder and Dusty.
" ~\7 US mate. I'm agoin' to 'ave another cut at it
X
if ver'11 come along," spoke Dusty.
" But 'ow the 'ell can we do it ?" answered Ginger.
" Why 'e 'as us all 'emmed in wiv two barricades of
barbed wire which shoots awt electricity : if yer look
sideways yer gets a dig in the ribs wiv a butt of
a mauser, and if yer sticks a looking to yer front, they
reckons yer potty."
Ginger was a three badger of the ' Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment' a title he would persist
in hearing, and to talk about ' Blind half hundreds '
fairly got his rag out. Dusty, however, used to pull
his leg about 1572 and when Ginger went to splosh
him one. Dusty would say "Now then Ginger—don't
forget we're brothers of Kent."
" Look 'ere, Ginger" said Dusty. " I've been
a squinting at the washin' wagon agoin' awt of camp
and I reckons me and you could get away in it. All
we as to do is to 'ide under the washin' and let Jerry
take us awt. Yer see, it's so simple; when the
opportunity occurs we slips awt of the wagon and
away. Why ! it's as easy as ducking nuts at rugby
football, as our General used to say."
" Don't know so much about ducking nuts
—although the General told yer. When I was aplayin'
—and I could play too, Dusty boy—they nearly broke
my blinking nut in two and if they 'ad of done
"
" A blooming kernal would 'ave dropped awt"
interjected Dusty.
The day for the adventure arrived. Dusty said
it was " no perishing good them both being together "
so he smuggled himself under the washing at the
bottom of the waggon where a crack in the side of the
vehicle not only enabled him to breath, but also to see,
by squinting through, what was happening outside.
Ginger hid himself nearer the surface. The wagon
moved off, but on arrival outside the prison camp it
halted outside the guard room. Quickly a number
of German soldiers climbed on top and commenced to
probe the washing with bayonets fixed to their rifles,
much to the discomfort of Ginger, who evepr now. and
then felt the impression of a number ten, either in his
stomach or face. After about fifteen
minutes of
purgatory. Ginger got planted one with a cheese knife
and let go an unearthly yell. When Dusty heard the
cry he said to himself " Gawd blimey—what's 'e
kicking up a fuss abawt " but peeing through the
crack he spotted poor old Ginger being taken to the
guard room with his face covered in blood.
After the commotion had subsided, the wagon
continued its journey until it eventually arrived
alongside a huge lake of hot water. Dusty peeped
through the crack and was horrified. " It's the
blinking washin' baths and this perishing load is agoin'
to be tipped in." Before he could realise it, up tipped
the wagon and into the hot water went the contents,
but Dusty only saved himself by grasping the chain
of the tail board.
" Vat you hang there for ?" shouted a snarling
enemy.
" Because I aint made a blinking will " answered
Dusty " and in any case I aint agoin' to get into 'ot
water if 1 can 'elp it."
Dusty fvondered what Blinder would say if he could
see him hanging on to that tail hoard.
Blinder, however, had little time for thinking.
What with air raids, trench raids and other amusements
he was kept fairly busy. Only that morning the
Battalion had captured a front line German trench
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which necessitated Blinder being engaged in the
pastime of souvenir hunting. Whilst searching a
Jerry haversack, Lackery Wood rushed up, all out of
breath.
" I say Blinder" shouted Lackery, " there aint
'alf been a discovery down the C.O.'s dug out. When
'e went to pick up a bottle of whiskey Jerry 'ad left
be'ind the perishing thing exploded and—"
" Shoved 'im awt of mess" interjected Blinder.
" Well, it didn't funny face. But it made a sort of
mess of 'im all of an 'eap on the floor; 'e said 'e felt
as if 'e was drunk, until one or two orficers stroked
'im down the back and tried to kid 'im the war was
over."
" Blimey, I wish that I could find summit to make
me feel like 'im " answered Blinder. "Oh to be once
again in the land of 'appy dreams; to be once again
a shovin' yer Jim Mace against the iron bars and yelling
' let me awt, sergeant—I aint drunk.' Oh ! 'appy
days of ' take yer 'at orf ' memories."
J ust then Tommy Atkins came rushing along,
wearing a gas mask which made Blinder annoyed.
" What's yer wearing that for ?" he asked.
" Can't yer see there's gas about" answered
Tommy.
" Of course there aint " replied Blinder. " It's only
smoke from the ' Old Iron Dook's' cigar ablowin'
about the trenches."
"Look 'ere Blinder" said Donkey. "The C.O.
wants yer down the dug out at once. There's a barrel
of rum and 'e says you're the only man in the regiment
'e can rely upon to shift it and it's all yours. Yer can
take it away while 'ees out avisiting."
" What—a barrel of deaf and dumb " said Blinder,
so overcome that he nearly collapsed into the arms of
Donkey. " Gawd love me—days of 'appy dreams
all acoming back."
When Blinder arrived at the C.O.'s dug out he
found quite a mysterious air prevailing. Seated round
a small barrel were Sailor Cooper, Spud Austin, Nobby
Clarke, Waxey Holmes, Old Fagg and a lot more, all
wearing an expression of a near and yet so far sort of
feeling. Once Nobby Clarke moved his foot and at
once they cried in unison " mind what yer're adoin."
" Look 'ere, Blinder" spoke the C.O. " I am
going round the trenches and if you want that rum,
you can have it."
" Right yer are Sir "—'appy dreams once again."
As Blinder approached the barrel Sailor Cooper said
'old 'ard a mo ; I'll go and fetch me canteen." Nobby
Clarke—steady old stick—remarked that a canteen
was too big, and he would go and get a proper
standard measure.
" Did yer say an 'and stretcher ?" interjected
Cushey, whilst Blinder commenced to sing:—
" And when I die
Don't bury me at all.
Just pickle my bones
In alcohol:
Put a bottle of booze
At my head and feet
And then I'll know
My bones will keep.
Blinder quickly tied the end of a cofd round the
barrel and with the other end in his hand, made for
the top of the dugout. When he arrived at the top
of the stairs he pretended to he happy. Along came
Sailor, Nobby, Spud and the others, who thinking all
was O.K. shouted " God old Blinder—why didn't yer
wait for us ?"

" Because I wanted the fust—hie—swipe " replied
Blinder.
At once the boys rushed down the stairs into the
dug out, hoping to be in time to save a little of the
precious liquid which they anticipated was flowing
over the dugout floor.
What a surprise when they
discovered everything in order and the barrel standing
in the same old place.
" Look awt!" came a voice from above. " I'm
agoin' to 'aul it up."
" Blinder!" they all yelled, together with such
force that the candle went out. " It might be full of
gunpowder."
" That's why I'm up 'ere " retorted Blinder.
Immediately there was a rush for the stairs. Spud
missed his footing and fell backwards on to Nobby
Clarke and down the party came, head over heels, into
the dark dungeon, and in rolling over each other, over
went the barrel. Donkey spotted the cask taking
trips under the C.O.'s table and was convinced it
contained nothing but good stuff and shouted—
" Come on boys—follow me ; nuffink to be afraid
of" and the contents were soon discovered to be
genuine.
Blinder rushed down the stairs and
stammered out " What are yer doin' ? The C.O.
gave it to me !"
" Only 'aving 'appy days " answered Nobby.
" And pulling yer leg " said Sailor.
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PRESENTATION OF COLOURS
TO 2nd

BATTALION,

27th July, 1928.
{Photographs by Messrs. Gale and Polden).
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HE following is written with a view to
having in print, a record of the
circumstances leading up to the ceremony and
of the ceremony itself. It may seem cold
and official, and therefore out of place with
the actual ceremony, which was both hot and
inspiring. Nevertheless such a record is
considered of value.
The question of the replacement of our
old Colours was taken up seriously at the
beginning of April and a Board of Survey was
held to condemn them. They had been in
constant use since 1886 (1890 in the case of
the Regimental Colour) and service abroad
coupled with the addition of new battle
honours had proved too much for the material.
It was not until the beginning of July that the
approximate date of the arrival of the new
Colours was known and steps could be taken to
arrange the presentation, and at Sir Arthur
Paget's suggestion a request was forwarded
to the War Office that His Majesty, if unable
to present them himself, might depute the
Lord Mayor of London to do so on his behalf.
July 27th, the anniversary of the Battle of
Talavera, was chc?sen as the day. At the
same time the Honourable Artillery Company
were asked if they would put their ground at
our disposal, and their kindness in doing so
and their very great assistance throughout the

preparation did much to ensure the success
of the ceremony. The choice of a date in
July left little time for final preparations, but
the need for giving everyone short leave in
August and the close approach of Divisional
Training made it essential to carry out the
ceremony as early as possible.
On the 14th July a bombshell fell when the
War Office considered, with regret, that there
was insufficient time to approach His Majesty
on the subject. They were, however,
persuaded to reconsider the matter and on the
17th July His Majesty deputed the Lord
Mayor to present the Colours on his behalf.
The time was short, but preparations were
well in hand. The Colours were photographed
at the Clothing Depot, Pimlico, and afterwards
taken direct to the H.A.C. Headquarters, and
the final rehearsals were held at Aldershot.
At 7.30 a.m. on Friday, 27th July, the
battalion paraded in rain and marched to
Farnborough Station, where they entrained
at 8.10 a.m. By this time the rain had
stopped and their optimism in refusing to
wear greatcoats or waterproof sheets was
justified. Their arrival at Waterloo at 9.35
a.m. left little time to spare, bayonets were
fixed and the march was commenced ten
minutes later.
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On arrival at the south side of Blackfriars
Bridge, via Stamford Street, an interesting
ceremony took place when the City Marshal,
Captain Massy, challenged the battalion. The
Commanding Officer and Adjutant at once
rode forward to the head of the band and
drums. " Halt, who are you " challenged
the City Marshal. " Sir, we are The Buffs "
replied Colonel Crookenden, " exercising our
ancient privilege to march through the City of
London with bayonets fixed, drums beating
and Colours flying." " Sir, I have the Lord
Mayor's authority to guide you through the
City of London " came back the answer, and
Captain Massy then led the battalion through
to the City boundary beyond Moorgate.
The route taken was Queen Victoria
Street—Cheapside—Mansion House—Princes
Street—Moorgate, and the Lord Mayor took
the salute at the Mansion House. The echo
and the noise of traffic did not make marching
easy and the intense mugginess made the
march far hotter and more trying even than
a recent 15 miles march on one of the hottest
July days. The coldness of this record must
now be broken to mention the inspiring effect
of the welcome of some old comrades at
Waterloo and the formation of a guard of
honour of the London Branch inside the
H.A.C. gates. To many of us the sudden sight
of an open space among those huge city
buildings came as a big surprise, but a row of
Buff ties and Buff badges made us feel at
home.
A brief pause for light refreshment and
a quick clean up followed, and at 11.10 a.m.
the Adjutant marched the guards on to parade.
At 11.27 a.m. the Lord Mayor drove in state
to the Saluting Base and was met by General
Sir Arthur Paget. The Battalion then
received him with a General salute. The Old
Colours, carried by Second Lieutenants R. F.
Parry and H. P. Williams were then trooped,
after which the battalion formed three sides
of a square, and the New Colours were
consecrated by the Rt. Rev. A. C. E.
Jarvis, C.M.G., M.C., D.D., Chaplain General
to The Forces. The Lord Mayor, Sir Charles
Batho, Kt., then presented the new Colours
to Lieuts. A. F. St. A. Turner and H. P. P.
Robertson and afterwards addressed the
battalion, Lieut.Colonel Crookenden and
General Sir Arthur Paget replying.
Copies of their speeches are attached.
These were broadcast to the spectators, but the
echo of the loudspeakers had the unfortunate
effect of making the speeches inaudible to the
troops on parade. After the Colours had

been received with a General Salute, the
battalion marched past in slow time and
advanced in review order, giving a final general
salute to the Lord Mayor.
At 12.30 p.m. the parade was over. Later,
the Officers and Sergeants of the Honourable
Artillery Company entertained the Officers
and Sergeants respectively to lunch. After
lunch, Colonel Coles and Lt.Col. Crookenden
recalled the common origin of the H.A.C. and
The Buffs, and their entente in 1906 and again
in France in 1915 and suggestions were
made to institute a cricket match as an annual
fixture.
At 3 p.m. the battalion marched out of the
H.A.C. ground and returned to Waterloo by
the same route by which they had come. It
was noticeable that larger crowds were present
to watch us, due presumably to the morning
time being busier for city men. Entraining at
4 p.m., the battalion arrived at Farnborough
at 5.20 p.m. and was dismissed, once more in
rain, at about 6 p.m.
It was a long and tiring day, but all ranks
were inspired to carry on to the end by the
great interest shewn by our old comrades, and
the cheers which accompanied us out of the
H.A.C. gates had a great moral effect. With
the Commanding Officer's words of con
gratulations in their ears, all ranks fell out on
the battalion parade ground at Aldershot,
tired and weary, but conscious of having
attended a very special ceremony and proud
of having had the opportunity to do so.
No account of this could finish without one
more expression of our gratitude to the
Honourable Artillery Company, or without
one reference to the previous ceremony of
16th May, 1906, on the same parade ground.
Of those who took part in 1906, only the Rev.
J. D. S. ParryEvans, C.M.G., Assistant
Chaplain General, Aldershot Command and
Major G. Lee, D.S.O., M.C., were again on
parade. It is also interesting to note that
the Rev. P. M. Brumwell, M.C., C.F. (W) who
was on Friday's parade was also present at
the consecration and presentation of the
King's Colour to the 6tli Battalion in France
in 1919.
COPY OF SPEECH BY THE LORD MAYOR OF THE
CITY OF LONDON.
THE BUFFS,

General Sir Arthur Paget, Colonel Crookenden
and Officers and Men of The Buffs.
It has given me great pleasure by the
King's Command and in His Majesty's name to
present New Colours to the 2nd Battalion of
the distinguished Regiment, the Buffs.
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My predecessor in 1906 discharged for the
1st Battalion a similar duty.
The King, in entrusting this privilege to
me, stated that the request was made in view
of the long connection of the battalion with
the City of London.
Of that association, the Citizens are
as proud as you are. You trace your origin
to the Trained Bands raised in the City
in 1572. You were conspicuous for j'our
loyalty at the Restoration of Charles the
Second to the throne of his country.
For these and other services you were
accorded the privilege without having to ask
the permission of anyone of marching through
the City with bayonets fixed, drums beating
and Colours flying. You have duly exercised
that privilege this morning.
It would take too long to allude in any
detail to your wonderful history during the
three centuries of your existence. Your
exploits and services down to and during the
Great War are recorded and remembered in
the annals of the Empire.
Your old Colours have been duly trooped
this morning and will be borne in dutiful
remembrance.
I feel certain that you will live up to your
distinguished history and traditions and that
with the Colours which the King through me,
has presented to you today your credit and
renown will be further perpetuated.
SPEECH OF COMMANDING OFFICER.

My Lord Mayor,
I have to thank you for the honour you
have done my battalion in presenting on
behalf of the King our new Colours.
Our association with the City is one of
which we are justly proud, and like to renew
by exercising our privilege of marching
through the City with Colours flying, drums
beating and bayonets fixed.
The ceremony today by virtue of your
presentation has helped to emphasise our
connection with the City—and it is still further
emphasised by the fact that the Honourable
Artillery Company, on whose ground the
ceremony has taken place, and The Buffs
have a common interest in the Trained Bands
of London.
The Colours you have presented to us
today will continue to inspire that spirit of
devotion to our King and Country which our
Colours, and the ancient associations of our
Regiment have always aroused.
SPEECH EY GENERAL SIR ARTHUR PAGET,

Colonel of The Buffs.
My Lord Mayor,
On behalf of the Officers, Warrant Officers,
NonCommissioned Officers and Men, I thank

you for presenting today these New Colours
to the Regiment I am proud to command.
We are profoundly touched by this tribute
paid to the Regiment for its distinguished
services in the field during the last three
hundred and fifty years, a tribute greatly
enhanced as coming from the Lord Mayor of
London. We owe our existence to a Lord
Mayor in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, at a
time when Lord Mayors were militant and
closely associated with the Trained Bands of
London, from which the Regiment is descended.
After the lapse of all these years, it
is a great pleasure and satisfaction to us to
know how closely associated we still are with
the Lord Mayor of London.
LIEUT.COL. CROOKENDEN'S SPEECH IN THE
H.A.C. MESS.

Colonel Coles and Officers of the Honourable
Artillery Company,
I am glad to have this opportunity to
express the appreciation of myself and the
Officers of the Buffs of the splendid hospitality
which the Regiment has once again received
at your hands.
We have by today's ceremony recalled the
circumstances of our origin in this city and the
occasion is made all the more memorable in
that the H.A.C. had the very closest
connection with those very Trained Bands from
which we trace our descent ; on which
account we have the privilege of marching
through the City of London with drums
beating, colours flying and bayonets fixed.
Such a tradition of two corps honourably
maintained through the centuries cannot fail
to stir the blood.
To think that here today we are being
entertained by our brothers in arms of nearly
four centuries ago !
There are among us those who remember
that the H.A.C. were attached to the same
brigade as this battalion of the Buffs. I refer
to the 85th Brigade in February, 1915, at St.
Eloi and Dickebusch after the 2nd Battle of
Ypres. I have heard many stories of the
entente that then sprung up ; of the cheerful
enthusiasm of the H.A.C. who persisted in
playing football, although it drew the shellfire
from the Bosche on every occasion—much to
the amusement of our men—and also of their
dauntless courage in battle. And here again
today we are met and may the long
association of two such illustrious corps be
ever maintained in so friendly a spirit!
Additional copies of "The Colour" Supplement,
issued with this number, can be obtained from this office,
price id. each, post free. [EDITOR.]
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We are sorry to hear that Capt. Coote is
leaving the 4th Battalion, but we sincerely
hope that we shall not lose sight of him, and
we trust that he will not miss any meetings of
the Golfing Society at which his presence has
been so welcome.
We understand that Capt. Coote is being
succeeded at Dover by that ardent Buff, Mr.
Sherwood, who has done such splendid work
for the Regiment.
Talking of the 4th Battalion we should
like to thank Mr. Herbert Mount for the great
help he has given to the Detachment at Little
bourne. He has set a fine
example to
employers by allowing 24 out of 25 of the men
employed by him to go to camp for the full
period on full pay.
We understand that Mr. J. M. Smith, who
is passing out of Sandhurst shortly and is
hoping to be posted to the 3rd Gurkhas, may
be attached to the 1st Battalion for a year
pending his joining the Gurkhas.
The connection between our regiment and
the Gurkhas dates a long way back and has
always been a close one. When the 1st
Battalion were in Ranikhet in 1887, the 3rd
Gurkhas at Almora were our brothers. There
is a story that at the end of certain manoeuvres
near Ranikhet our people and the 3rd Gurkhas
had lunch together and were found by the
General Commanding drinking the toast of
" The Mystical Number 3." Being a Buff
at heart he entirely approved.
We congratulate LanceCorporal A. M.
Man, 2nd Battalion, on having been selected
for a course of instruction at the Royal
Military College, Sandhurst.
The Secretary of the Past and Present
Association would be glad to hear from any
one who knew the late No. 3605 Cpl. F. G.
Hayward, 2nd Battalion, whilst a prisoner of
war in 1915.
With Kent holding such a prominent
position in the County Championship, it is
interesting to note the part played by Kent
Cricketers in the Varsity and Eton and Harrow
Matches. In the Varsity Match Mr. Crawley
did great work for Oxford and Mr. Longfield
for Cambridge, whilst in the Eton and Harrow
Match Mr. Ian AkersDouglas made 46 (top
score) in the first innings and 158 in the
second. The latter score has only three times
been exceeded in the history of the Eton and
Harrow Match.
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Engagement.
MR. W. R. FINDLAY AND MISS SAUNDERS.

The engagement is announced between
William Robert, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. T.
S. Findlay, Mount Vernon, Lanarkshire, and
Winifred, daughter of the late Mr. C. E.
Saunders and of Mrs. Saunders, of 27 Burling
ton Road, Chiswick.

Deaths.
Trevor.—On July 4th, 1928, at 28 Earl's

Avenue, Folkestone, Evelyn Gordon, wife
of Colonel W. H. Trevor, D.S.O., late The
Buffs.
Williams.—On July 7th, 1928, in Loudon,
Marguerite Emma, beloved wife of Major
M. S. Williams, The Buffs (retired).

Obituary.
MRS. W. H. TREVOR.
1HE hearts of all Buffs will go out to
. Colonel Trevor in his great sorrow.
Mrs. Trevor, who passed away at Folkestone
on the 4th July, was perhaps not very well
known to the younger generation of Buffs,
but the older generation will have heard of
her death with deep regret for they will feel
that they have lost a very true friend. The
keynote of her very loveable character was,
perhaps, deep sympathy with others. It
mattered not who was in trouble or what the
trouble was, Mrs. Trevor was always the friend
in need. The soundness of her advice and her
tact in giving it were equally remarkable.
The many Buffs she helped wiil never forget
her and her memory will be a very sweet one
to all who had the privilege of knowing her.
The funeral took place at Brookland
Cemetery on July 9th. Among others the
following were present: MajorGeneral Sir
Arthur LyndenBell, Col. BradleyDyne, Capt.
Knight, Mr. Knocker, R.Q.M.S. Cook, Q.M.S.
Ricketts. Colonel Crookenden, to his great
regret, was unable to be present.
There were many beautiful wreaths and
among those who sent wreaths were Major
General .Sir Arthur and the Hon. Lady
LyndenBell; Col. and Mrs. Crookenden ; The
Officers, 2nd Battalion The Buffs; The
Warrant and N.C.O.'s, 2nd Battalion The
Buffs.
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PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT
::
CANTERBURY,
::
10.30 a.m., August 19th.
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No. 28.

ALBUHERA, 16TH MAY, 1811.
Colborn's brigade with the Buffs had been
"01 HILE the army was in cantonments at
VV Badajoz, Sir Arthur Wellesley, created ordered up from the centre to support the
Spaniards. Arriving at the foot of the hills
Duke of Wellington as a reward for the victory
they passed in column of companies through
of Talavera, commenced the construction of
the disorganized Spanish troops. The regi
the Lines of Torres Vedras. These took the
ment deployed and opened fire.
Finding
form of three formidable lines of defence
however
that
the
enemy's
columns
could
not
protecting Lisbon, and Wellington withdrew
be shaken by their fire and that many of their
his army behind them after destroying the
own men had fallen, they advanced to the
crops and laying waste a wide belt of country
charge with the bayonet. Unluckily while in
in front. The French under the command
the act of charging, they were themselves
of Marshal Massena closed in on them ; but
charged from the flank and rear by four
at last after vain attempts to penetrate the
regiments of Polish Lancers and Hussars, that
defences and when his army was on the verge
had remained unseen in the mist and had
of starvation, Massena found himself forced
turned their right flank.
The fight was a
to retreat. This retreat started on the 5th
gallant one but the ranks were broken and
March, 1811, and Wellington with his army
furious handtoband fighting was the order
followed up and pressed the French until they
of the day. A tremendous fight took place
recrossed the Portuguese frontier into Spain
round the Colours. Ensign Thomas, carrying
on the 5th April. When he saw that the
the Regimental Colour, and its escort were
French were definitely on the move back, he
killed and the Colour was captured. Ensign
despatched Marshal Beresford and a force,
Walsh, carrying the King's Colour, was
which included the Buffs, to recapture the
wounded and taken prisoner, but Lieutenant
fortress of Badajoz.
Latham rushed forward, seized the Colour and
Beresford on his arrival commenced the
defended it with heroic gallantry. Half his
investment of the town, but on the approach
face and his left arm were severed by sword
of Marshall Soult with his army was obliged
cuts, but dropping his sword he grasped the
to discontinue the siege and take up a more
staff with his right hand. He was thrown
advantageous position behind the river
down and pierced with lances but held on to
Albuhera. On the 16th May Soult attacked.
the
Colour until some British cavalry drove
The Allies, a mixed force of British, Portuguese
away
his assailants. With a last effort he
and Spaniards, numbered about thirty
concealed the Colour round his waist.
thousand with 38 guns, while their adversaries
The remnant of Colborne's Brigade was
totalled some twentythree thousand but with
reinforced by part of another brigade,
more cavalry and 50 guns. The allied position
including the Middlesex Regiment which
ran along the heights north of the Albuhera
earned for itself on this occasion the name of
river. These heights rise up from the stream
the " Die Hards." Gallantly supported by
in gentle swells and easy slopes, the right being
some British artillery, which came into action
slightly thrown back. The British 2nd
at a few yards range, they hung on grimly
Division and the Portuguese held the centre
while British cavalry and horse artillery
and left astride the roads Albuhera—Badajoz
checked the turning movement of the French
and Albuhera—Valverde, the Spaniards being
cavalry. Things were however in a desperate
further to the right.
Some commanding
state as the French reserves were coming into
ground further to that flank was not, however,
action ; and preparations were made for an
strongly occupied. The country to the south
eventual retreat. This was the crisis of the
east was wooded and the French were able to
battle, and it was at this moment that the
conceal their approach. Their plan was to
Fusilier Brigade of Sir Lowry Cole's 4th
turn the Allies' right flank while at the same
Division arrived on the scene. Issuing from
time assaulting the village of Albuhera. This
the midst of the smoke and rapidly separating
last attack was successfully held, but the
itself from the confused and broken multitude,
former took the Spaniards in flank as intended.
this gallant line startled the enemy's masses.
Coming on them suddenly through the mist
The latter wavered and hesitated but then
and fog under cover of a heavy artillery fire
sent forth a storm of fire
and hastily
it took them by surprise. Although they
endeavoured to  enlarge their front while
put up a gallant resistance they were too slow
a fearful discharge of grapeshot from all their
in changing direction and in the end gave way
artillery whistled through the Fusilier ranks.
in confusion.

THE DRAGON
BATTLE OF

ALBUHERA
16* May
1811

The Brigade Commander was killed and the
Divisional Commander and all three Com
manding Officers were wounded. The
battalions reeled and staggered; then sternly
recovered and closed with their enemies.
Then was seen a fight such as has seldom been
witnessed. Nothing could stop that astonishing
infantry. In vain did the French reserves
endeavour to sustain their line. Foot by
foot it was driven back across the hill
and down the slopes and
at last 1,500 unwounded
men, the remnant of
6,000 British soldiers,
stood triumphant on
that fatal hill. The
British guns lost earlier
in the day were retaken
and the King's Colour of
the Buffs was restored to
the regiment by Sergeant
Gough of the Royal
Fusiliers, who was later
rewarded with a com
mission. The Regimen
tal Colour also was re
captured from the enemy
and a Captain in the
regiment wrote on 20th
May, 1811, to say that
the Colours were in their
possession fixed on two
halberds.*
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On both sides the losses were heavy, the
Allies losing 7,000 and the French 8,000 men.
Of the British one half their strength alone
came through unscathed. The regiment,
which that morning had paraded 755 strong,
lost in all 643 all ranks. In detail their
casualties were :— Killed. Wounded. Missing.
Officers
4
"13
3
Sergeants
... 4
11
15
Rank and File ... 208
223
162
Lieutenant Latham was so badly wounded
that for some time his gallant action was
attributed to Ensign Walsh, as it was known
that the latter had carried the Colour into
action. Ensign Walsh, however, escaped a few
days later from the enemy and made known
how the Colour had changed hands and to
whom the honour of saving it really belonged.
Latham was taken to a convent, his wounds
were dressed, and he ultimately recovered, to
be presented later by his brother officers with
a special gold medal. Several years afterwards
the Prince Regent, later King George IV.,
paid the expenses of an operation to Captain
Latham's face by a celebrated surgeion. This
was successfully performed and after serving
till 1820 Latham retired to France where he
married and settled down.
After the battle Soult retreated towards
Seville, leaving Badajoz to its fate. The
fortress, however, was able to withstand two
assaults, and Wellington then withdrew this
portion of his army in order to guard more
adequately his right flank.
E.F.H.

Letter taken from a book
" The Soldiers whom Wel
lington led" by Edward
Fraser. See p. 330, 1922
Dragon, and p. 199, 1923

Dragon.
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Records of

Other Regiments.
No. XLI.

THE QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT REGIMENT (formerly 50th and 97th Foot).
BATTLE HONOURS.
Borne on the Regimental Colour: The Sphinx (super
scribed
" Egypt "), " Vimiera," " Corunna,"
" Almaraz," " Vittoria," " Pyrenees," " Nive,"
" Orthes," " Peninsula," " Punniar," " Mopdkee,"
" Ferozeshah," " Aliwal," " Sobraon," " Alma,"
" Inkerman," " Sebastopol," " Lucknow," " New
Zealand," " Egypt, 1882," " Nile, 18845," " South
Africa, 190002," "Afghanistan, 1919."
Borne on the King's Colour * " Mons," " Ypres, 1914,
'15, '17, '18," "Hill 60," "Somme, 1916, '18,"
"Vimy, 1917," "Italy, 1917, '18," " Gallipoli,
1915," "Gaza," "Defence of KutelAmara,"
" Sharquat."
*

*

*

*

The County of Kent provides the British Army
with two of its finest infantry regiments. For maay
years these two corps have been " comrades in arms,
but rivals in renown," yet the rivalry has always been
of a friendly nature.
The 1st Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment was
raised at Norwich, under an order dated 18th
December, 1755, being originally numbered the 52nd
Foot. Within two years they were renumbered the
50th, under which number they became famous.'
In 1782, when county titles were first introduced
in the British Army, the Colonelcy of the 50th Foot
was held by Lieut.General Sir Thomas Spencer Wilson,
Bart., of Charlton Court, near Woolwich, and it was
most probably at his suggestion that the 50th were
given the title of West Kent, at the same time that
The Buffs became the East Kent Regiment.
In the Egyptian Campaign of 1801 the regiment
suffered so much from ophthalmia that it was nick
named " The Blind Half Hundred." The nickname of
"The Dirty Half Hundred" was given on account of
the dye in the men's black facings staining their faces,
when they wiped away the sweat from their brows.'
Describing their onslaught at the Battle of Vimiera,
where the 50th (only nine hundred strong) routed five
thousand of the enemy, Napier wrote " With faces
begrimed with powder as black as their own lapels,
they came tumbling down upon Laborde's division of
French, with a fearful warcry, and with a shock that
nothing could withstand." In this charge the 50th
captured a French Colourpole; the flag had been
stripped from it and the Eagle removed. This staff
was carried by a sergeant, inTine between the King's
and Regimental Colours, throughout the remainder of
the campaign. The sobriquets of " The Fighting
50th," " The Gallant Half Hundred " and " The Devil's
Royals " probably date from Peninsular days. An old
time oflicer of the regiment, Captain John Patterson,
stated in his memoirs that when he joined the 50th,

just before the Peninsular War, they were known as
" The Meditteranean Greys," from having been so
long upon that station that the locks of officers and
men had assumed a grisly hue."
On 25th September, 1827, the regiment was ordered
to be renamed " the 50th (Duke of Clarence's) Regi
ment." This title was borne only for a short time,
since on 22nd January, 1831, the title of " The Queen's
Own " was granted, and the historic black facings gave
way to the blue worn by all scarlet coated royal
regiments. The officers of the 59th were allowed to
retain their privilege of wearing velvet facings. By
special authority, this privilege has since been extended
to all battalions of The Royal West Kent Regiment.
Among the old customs of the Regiment, may be
mentioned the playing of " Rule Britannia " at Tattoo
before the National Anthem. As the 50th served as
Marines aboard the fleet in the action off Ushant on
27th July, 1778, there is a possibility that this custom
may be connected with the regiment's service afloat.
This, however, is the writer's own theory, and is based
on circumstantial evidence rather than on definite
information, since no authentic data on the origin of
the custom appears to be available.
The 2nd Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment was
raised in 1824 as the 97th (Earl of Ulster's) Regiment.
The Earldom of Ulster, a title formerly held by H.R.H.
The Duke of Cambridge, has been  revived in 1928,
H.R.H. Prince Henry having been created Duke of
Gloucester and Earl of Ulster. The facings of the
97th were sky blue, this being the colour of the riband
of the Order of Saint Patrick. From their unique
facings the 97th were nicknamed " The Celestials."
They saw active service in the Crimean War and the
Indian Mutiny.
In 1881 the 50th and the 97th were united as The
Royal West Kent Regiment (The Queen's Own), with
the West Kent Militia as 3rd and 4th Battalions. The
White Horse of Kent, worn as the regimental
capbadge, comes from the Militia battalions, as also
does the proud motto " Invicta." (unconquered).
The Royal Crest of the Lion and Crown worn
as a collarbadge was contributed by the 50th, and the
motto " Quo Fas et Gloria Ducimt" (Where right and
glory lead) by the 97th.
It has been asserted that the 50th were the last
British troops to march out of Sebastopol on the
evacuation of the Crimea. The 3rd Battalion The
Royal West Kent Regiment was certainly the first
Militia battalion to embark for foreign service during
the Boer War.
In 1897 the 1st Buffs and 1st Battalion Royal West
Kent Regiment saw active service together on the
North West Frontier of India.
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When the Great War commenced, the 1st Battalion
Royal West Kent Regiment was at Dublin, and the
2nd Battalion at Mooltan. Within ten days the 1st
Battalion had landed in France with the 5th Division.
The 1/4th and l/5th (Territorial) Battalions sailed for
India in October, 1914, and the 2nd Battalion landed
in Mesopotamia in January, 1915.
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, in his hook " The British
Campaign in France and Flanders," says that " The
West Kent Regiment were probably] apart from
cavalry patrols, the first troops to suffer in the Great
War." Incidentally, the same writer describes the
Royal West Kent as " a typical shire regiment, raised
from the very soil of England." They were attacked
at Mons by three battalions of Brandenburg Grenadiers,
on whom the Royal West Kent indicted such severe
casualties that a German officer described them as
" a mere wreck." At Neuve Chapelle in November,
1914, the 1st Royal West Kent held their trenches
against all attacks, and in spite of furious bombard
ments, for five days and nights. Of 14 officers who
went into action, only two subalterns (one having two
years service and the other six months) remained alive
and fit for duty. Both these officers, Lieut. White, and
2/Lieut. Russell, received the D.S.O., when, on being
relieved by the Seaforths, they brought the remnants
of the Queen's Own out of the line—still " un
conquered." Later, at Hill 60,*at High Wood, aud
many other places, the Regiment proved itself worthy
of this proud motto.
Whilst the 1st Battalion endured the mud and
miseries of Flanders, the 2nd Battalion spent the war
years on the Mesopotamian front, where the hardships
were as great as on the Western front, and the
compensations of leave and sport, which made life
endurable in France, were conspicuous by their absence.
Parties of the 2nd Battalion Royal West Kent served
as " Marines" on board the vessels of the Trigris
Flotilla (known as " Townshend's Regatta"). Half
the battalion was with the force which was captured
by the Turks at KutelAmara, after having held out
(despite starvation and sickness) for nearly five months.
To quote the words of General Mellis,"V.C., "They
upheld the finest traditions of the British Army for grit,
cheerfulness and endurance throughout, the siege."
The remainder of the battalion continued to serve with
distinction until the final defeat of the Turks.
Altogether, The Royal West Kent Regiment had
twentytwo battalions between 1914 and 1918. Of
these, eleven served overseas, three of their members
being awarded the Victoria Cross. One of the V.C.
winners of The Queen's Own (2/Lieut. D. J. Dean, 8th
Battalion), who won his Cross by the bold and skilful
manner in which he organised the defence of " Dean's
Post," near Lens, in September, 1918, is now serving
as a Major in the 4th Battalion The Buffs. Ninetyone
Battle Honours have been granted to The Queen's
Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
If The Buffs and The Queen's Own had been good
friends before the Great War, the circumstances of that
trying experience were such as to tighten the bonds of
friendship for all time, since many hundreds of men
who started their careers in The Buffs, finished their
time in the Queen's Own, or vice versa.
The Territorial battalions of the two regiments had
long been brigaded together; and when " Kitchener's
Armies" were foimed, the same precedent was
followed, the 6th Buffs and 6th R.W.K. being in the
37th Brigade, 12th Division; the 7th Battalions of
both regiments being in the 55th Brigade, 18th Division
and the two 8th Battalions in the 72nd Brigade of the
24th Division. The 2nd Line Territorial* battalions
of The Buffs contributed two complete companies to
The Kent Composite Battalion, which afterwards

249

became the 2/4th Royal West Kent Regiment, and
earned nine Battle Honours for The Queen's Own, by
its services in Gallipoli, Egypt and Palestine.
Under the present system of recruiting for the
Regular Army, both The Buffs and The Queen's Own
draw their recruits alternately from either side of the
Medway. It is to be hoped that, for the credit of the
County, neither of the two regiments will ever find any
lack of
" Men of Kent, Kentish Men,
Ready and willing when
England shall need them."
R. MAURICE HILL.

Memorial to the late Lieut-General
Maxwell.

At a recent meeting of friends and comrades of the
late Lt.General Sir Ronald Maxwell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G.,
it was decided to erect a memorial to mark the
admiration and respect for his character which is felt
by all who knew him, and to commemorate the
eminent services which he rendered, particularly when
QuartermasterGeneral to the Forces in France during
the Great War.
A representative General Committee, with General
Sir Bindon Blood, G.C.B., as Chairman and a small
Executive Committee with Lieut.General Sir Henry
Lawson as Chairman, have been formed.
The General Committee have decided, with the
permission of the Dean and Chapter, to place the
Memorial in Rochester Cathedral, close to where so
much of Maxwell's Home Service was spent and where
he was married. It is hoped to raise sufficient funds
for a stainedglass window and tablet.
It is thought that the scheme will appeal to many
of those who were associated with Sir Ronald Maxwell
during his career, and that these may welcome the
opportunity of contributing to the Memorial.
Donations will he gladly received and acknowledged,
but no statement of individual contributions will be
published.
Lloyd's Bank, Limited (Cox's and King's Branch),
No. 6, Pall Mall, S.W.I., have opened an account called
" Maxwell Memorial Fund," into which contributions
should be paid direct.

Programme of Events.

AUGUST.
Saturday, August 4th—Friday, August 10th.—
CANTERBURY CRICKET WEEK.
Aug. 4th—7th. Kent v. Somerset (Woolley's
Benefit).
Aug. 8th—10th. Kent v. Essex.
On Saturday, 4th, the Buffs Canterbury Cricket
Week Club Enclosure is open to all members of the
Past and Present Association.
Saturday, August 18th.
Past and Present Cricket Match on the Depot
ground, commencing at 11.30 a.m. (Tea for all
ranks of Past and Present Association).
At 8 p.m. there will be a Smoking Concert,
to which all members of the Past and Present
Association will be welcomed.
Sunday, August 19th.
10.30 a.m. Annual General Meeting of the Past
and Present Association in the Prince
of Wales' Institute at the Depot.
11.30 a.m. Parade for Memorial Service on the
Depot Square. (Depot Band and
4th Bn. Drums will be on parade).
12.15 p.m. Memorial Service in the Cathedral.
1.30 p.m. Luncheon at Depot to members of the
Association who attend the Service.
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Past and Present Association, The Buffs.
DONATIONS.
During the period 18/6/28 to 18/7/28 the following
donations to the Benevolent Fund have heen received :
£ s. d.
Captain J.J. Slattery
1 1 0
NEW MEMBERS.
During the period 18/6/28 to 18/7/28 the following
new members have been enrolled :—
Life Members.—W. A. Marsh, Lt.Colonel J.
Crookenden, R. Alexander, T. Allen, J. Barlow, W.
Cook, H. Hubbard, G. King, W. Morecroft, N. Norris,
W. Parsons, F. Taylow, S. Willmoth, W. Banks, W.
Jolley, A. Smith, W. Horne, J. Mashn, C. Ward, F.
Bramwell, R. Austin, S. Church, G. Drewitt, J.
Finnigan, £. Hanson, P. Isom, A. O'Donnell,
P. Stubberfield, A. Roes, A. Cowley, W. Hudd, P.
Hordan, G. King, W. Newman, A. Roser, J. Stone,
G. Terry, R. Townsend, A. West, S. Whit'aker, W.
Ward, H. Marsh, S. Closier, L. Mayers, P. George,
J. Goodall, H. Gallop, H. Sorrell, R. Edwards, X.
Insole, P. Littlewood, E. Chisnall, H. Nelthopte,
H. Catt, P. Jolley, P. Bower, A. Barr, E. Brockhurst,
J. Davidson, H. Jones, W. Kerry, P. Marchant, P.
Port, C. Smith, J. Thompson, A. Yates, G. Johnson,
C. Branagan, W. Bartholomew, E. Pullman, R.
Gardner, E. Watts, C. Poad, W. Cowell, J. Coade,
L. de Vroome, A. Garrett, C. Inge, H. Norris, W.
Richardson, R. Wilkin, W. Rhodes, J. Gowen, T. Hill,
E. Jury, F. McVay, A. Pascall, V. Riley, G. Solway,
J. Tarbox, C. Venes, A. Walton, E. Ward, W. Wheeler,
J. Williams, H. Lawson, J. Riches, W. Hawkins, M.
Garnett, C. Johnson, R. Linkens, J. Woolley,
A. Rayment, J. Baker, W. Marsh, S. Williams, H.
Wilson, W. Adams, R. Crowhurst, A. Filed, A.
Goodwin, H. Osborne, R. Reynolds, H. Thompson,
A. Banks, C. Hudson, A. Mercer, G. Emery, L.
Goodsell, A. L. Milton, L. Panther, E. Sargeant, H.:
Uden, F. Hudson, R. McCorkell, A. Parker.
Annual Members.—W. Daw, R. Knott, E. W.
Smith, P. J. Lovesay, S. A. Scott, E. Smith, H. E.
Barham, J. Brown, Mr. Paice, R. J. Manning, A. E.
Archer, P. A. Lafferty, T. White, W. S. Hall,
L. Hadlum, W. A. Head, J. P. Baldock, G. Pascall,
A. Grantham, W. Harvey, A. G. Salmon, A. T. Pout,
G. Amos, P. Tripp, A. G. Wilson, L. Adams,. J. Carter,
C. Clubbe, W. Eggleton, B. Fletcher, H. Prankham,
M. Franckham, J. Finnis, J. Hayward, F. Henderson,
J. Hopper, R. Hubbard, W. Hurley, G. Jeffrey, H.
Milhvard, P. Orchin, W. Paramour, M. Perry, E. Relf,
C. Rowe, H. Spice, H. Surridge, J. Stephens,
C. Twyman, F. Warne, G. Ridout.
The ' Wrotham ' Picnic.
About 300 members of the Past and Present
Association with their families were able—owing to
the kindness of MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell,
K.C.B., K.C.M.G., and Mr. P. Minter, C.B.E.—to spend
a happy day in a Kentish Meadow.
The members of the various Branches came by
divers ways and means. The Medway and Ashford
Branches, each about 50 strong, arrived by charabanc,
whilst the London Branch came by two trains with
a strength of 145. Old Buffs turned up on cycles,
motors and shank's pony.
The day was a real scorcher. The London Branch
played the Ashford and Medway Branches at Cricket
and won both games. In fact the Ashford Branch
seated themselves round the A.T.A. stall after their
match and sung " We aint agoin' to play no more,
no more " whilst the Medway Branch suggested the
only way to beat ' London ' was for Rye to use a golf
club and not a cricket bat.

The General was much perturbed concerning the
non arrival of the beer at the appointed hour and was
just on the point of ordering 200 bottles—I am not
sure whether it was not a considerably larger quantity
—when the lorry, which left London at 8 a.m.
turned up. The driver got down and exclaimed to me :
" Do yer know what I said when we broke down at
Croydon ?" " No !" I replied. " But I can tell you
what the ' soldier ' said at Wrotham," but he requested
me not to repeat it.
Races were organised for the children for prizes
given by the Hon. Lady LyndenBell, the winners
being:—
SENIOR.—(1) Wallie ; (2) Leslie Boulding ; (3)
Rodney Rye. JUNIOR GIRLS (78).—(1) Joan Smith ;
(2) Pat Ainge; (3) Doris Reynolds. MIXED.—(1)
Master Goodall; (2) Edith Goodall; (3) Marian
Heather. GIRLS (1113).—(1) Edith Goodall; (2)
Kathleen Carter; (3) Marjorie Heather.
Then we had the Women's Race, when entrants
were—on the suggestion of Mrs. Tapsell—handicapped
according to size. General Sir Arthur gave this prize,
which was won by Mrs. Wood of the London Branch,
Results :—
WOMEN'S HANDICAP.—First heat winners—Mrs.
Marsh (Ashford), MA. Dixon (London), Mrs. Burton
(Ashford). Second heat—Mrs. Hukins (London), Mrs.
Hill (London) and Mrs. Dunn (Chatham). Final—
1) Mrs. Wood (London) ; (2) Mrs. Burton (Ashford) ;
3) Mrs. Hukins (London).
Tea was provided through the kind offices of Lady
LyndenBell and her daughter which necessitated
their absence from the field until late in the day. It
is surprising the various old faces which were observed.
There was Capt. Barton looking as fit as ever. Major
Foster, Mr. and Mrs. Tapsell, Mr. and Mrs. Lamb,
Capt. and Mrs. Jack Port, George Gammon, Mr. and
Mrs. Spud Austin, Capt. and Mrs. Carter, Mrs. Spinner,
Nobby Clarke (Mk. II.) and hosts of others.
I think it is safe to say that every Branch of the
Association was represented. The outing was arranged
primarily by the London Branch, but spread until
every Branch became involved, which gave added joy
to the organisers. Let us look forward to this Picnic
every year. It was unique in the history of the regi
ment, for on no previous occasion have so many ' past'
Buffs' families heen together.
To General Sir Arthur and the Hon. Lady
LyndenBell and their daughter we offer our sincere
thanks ; also to Mr. and Mrs. Minter whom we were
pleased to welcome in the field.
Sometimes these
affairs make one think it is a question of ' taking ' and
not ' giving.' It is a question which requires some
consideration by all of the members of the Association
as to what can he given in return for the generosity
and help given to us—particularly by the Benevolent
Fund, The Past and Present Association and our old
officers.
Perhaps such an outing as was experienced at
' Wrotham' was more impressive to the London
Branch than to other Branches of the Association.
We, who live day in and night out in a sootladen
atmosphere; we, whose only glimpse of country life
is obtained from the flower boxes on a neighbour's
windowsill, or the confined space of a London park,
can appreciate a day 'midst Kentish scenery, far better
than those who live in and amongst, the hopfields of
Kent. It is chimney pots staring us in the face all
day. Our length of vision extends to the end of
a narrow street. You in Kent can look out of your
windows and say like Cromwell, " Isn't a land worth
fighting for." To breathe the pure, uncontaminated
air of Wrotham was worth more to health than all
the doctors of a modern Harley Street.
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Inter-Branch Cricket.
PI,AYED AT WROTHAM, JUNE 24TH, 1928.

AT WROTHAM.

LONDON VERSUS ASIIEORD.
London.
Mr. Bolton, b Earl
1
Mr. Rve, not out
Mr. Woolley, e Earl, b Watson
4
Mr. Gammon, b Barton
2
Capt.Carter,M.C.,c & b Watson
2
Mr. Revnolds, b Barton
3
Mr. Mills, not out
13

Extras

1°

Total

Ashford.
Mr. Wilkinson, b Rye
Mr. Williams, st Woolley, b
Capt. Carter
Mr.Hammond,c Bolton,b Capt.
Carter
Mr. Holding, run out, b Wye
Mr.Barton,st Woolley,b Capt.
Carter
Mr.Watson,st Woolley,b Rye
Mr. Earl, st Woolley, b Rye...
Mr. Wood, st Woolley, b Rye.
Mr. Wickam, not out
1
Mr. Luck, b Rye
0
Mr. Heathiield, c and b Woolley 0
3
Extras
Total

*102

12

Innings declared closed.
London Branch won by 90 runs.

LONDON VERSUS MEDWAY AND DISTRICT.

Capt.
General
Enright
Lynden Bell
Mr. Court
Mr. A inge

Capt.
Barton
Mr. Smith

Major
Foster

London.
Capt. Carter, M.C., c *sub., b
Richardson
Mr. Wakeman, run out
Mr. Fludder, st *sub., b Ward
Mr. Woolley, b Richardson....
Mr. Veitch, b Barker
Mr. Rye, st *sub., b Barker....
Mr. Woolley, b Richardson....
Mr. Gammon, b Richardson ..
Mr .Mills,c Bradburv.b Ryan...
Mr. Darvell, c *sub., b Barker

Mr. Reynolds, not out
Extras

Total

Midway anil District.
~
6
0
1

0

26
13
0
0
2

1

6

Mr. Richardson, b Rye
3
Mr. Barker, c and b Rye
0
Mr. Coucliman, lbw, b Fludder J
Mr. Ryan, b Fludder
6
Mr. Ward, c and b Rye
0
Mr. Clark, b Capt. Carter
3
Mr. Cooper, b Capt. Carter....
1
Mi. Russell, b Capt. Carter ...
0
Mr. Bradbury, run out
0
Substitute, b Rye
1
Mr. Smith, not out
0
Extras
J*
Total

62

27

air. Bolton (London Branch) played ior Medway and District as
Substitute.
London Branch won by 35 runs.

Ashford Branch.
The aionthly Meeting was held at the " Market Hotel," >on Saturday,
14th July. air. Tomsett was Chairman and air. Murrel, \ lceChair
"la Owing to there being various functions on and the weather being
vcrv warm, we had rather a small meeting. However, those present
spent an enjoyable evening, with air. Keene at the piano and several
old friend Cowe.l, we were .Me .0 enro.
eleven new members during the month.

Some of the Ladies.
Arriving at Boro Green Station I found the plat
form lined with the London Branch. The train came
in with carriage after carriage marked ' Reserved ' for
the Buffs. As I sat in my seat waiting for the train
to depart, I heard the melody from other compart
ments penetrating the ether: " When you come to
the end of a perfect day " and it had come only too
quickly.
With scorched faces, children requiring no rocking
to sleep, fathers and mothers all happy and cheery,
we arrived at Victoria. It was 10 p.m. I heard
someone say " Goodnight; been a lovely day. See
you at the next meeting."
J.E.

The Ashford Branch of the Past and Present Association The Buffs
kicked off from headquarters on Sunday morning, at 10.In, a par^y of
60 strong, to spend the day as guests of Sir Arthur LyndenBell, at
Piatt
The route taken was via Maidstone and Wrotham, stopping
at " The George and Dragon," Ightham, where the host and hostess,
Mr. and Mrs. Moore, welcomed them to take their refreshment. At
1 p.m., the partv moved off to their rendezvous at Mr. Minter s field
as appointed bvSir Arthur LyndenBell, where a pleasant afternoon
was spent. London Branch played Ashford Branch in a cricket match,
the winners, London Branch, playing Chatham Branch. Many were
the little groups of Buffs of the old school talking over the old days when
they served together. Everyone of the party had a right good time
They assembled at 6.30 for the homeward journey, making a call at
the "Roebuck Inn," Harrietsham, where Mr. and Mrs I.oder gave
them a welcome. Headquarters were reached at 9.30 after a pleasant
day under ideal weather conditions. The party much regretted the
absence of their Chairman, Secretary, and ViceSecretary, who could
not turn up owing to illness.
T
p
CouRT
Hon. Secretary Outing Fund.

Dover Branch.
Our Meeting on the 5th July was not quite so well attended as usual.
Ah, well ! you see Dover in the summer is very attractive and people
like to get out when the weather is fine.
There are the allotments
and the Cricket Fields, not to mention the Bowling Greens, all calling.
We rather like the idea of the Branches taking a part in the
Executive Committee Meetings if anything is likely to affect them.
We are a little bit sweet on the idea of a Diary. But we must wait and
see how the leaflet pans out. Quite a long time ahead to arrange tor,
isn't it ?
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The Chairman read a letter from Sir Arthur LyndenBell in which
he told us what a fine show the 4th Battalion made in Camp at Arundel.
When Major Foster came to the clause stating that the 4th Battalion
Drums were to be at once clothed in red the applause was immense.
You see we are very proud of Sgt.Dmr. O. Tripp and his merry men.
We know that khaki has its uses. It is hard to see at a distance and it
does not show the stains quite so much. But it also does not show the
Buff facings, now does it ?
Then Major Foster told us what an extremely happy day they all
Spent at Wrotham. It seems that the London Branch have a Cricket
Team of great strength. Let us hope they have not an even better
shooting team for we are against them this month.
We got a challenge from the Dover Scouts' Rifle Club who appear
to be a very " warm " team.
Three more names, Lt.Qol. Wortliington, Pte. Albert Beach
and Lieut. Ivan Hess, were received for the Roll of Honour and when
we get it finished we will have all the names recorded in The Dragon,
if the Editor will be so kind. They are not all those who fell in the
Great War. Some of the old South African lads' names appear.
We have bagged a couple more members and now we number 198.
Quite a nice little total and " All Buffs, .Sir," as Ted Sasse said to the
General.

London Branch.
The 18th meeting of the above Branch was held at the Windsor
Castle Hotel on July 21st last with Capt. J. E. Enright in the Chair.
MARCH TO CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL.—The Chairman specially
asked all members to join in this march on August 19th. Providing
sufficient numbers are forthcoming, charabancs will leave the Windsor
Castle at 8.30 a.m. on the Sunday. Fare 8/6 return. Intention of
going should be sent with deposit to Mr. Ainge, 25 Elmhurst Mansions.
S.W.4.
WROTHAM.—The Chairman reviewed this event from its start and
pointed out its growth from a purely Branch affair into the magnificent
combined gathering of all the Branches. He paid special tribute to
General Sir Arthur and Mr. Minter. We went into Kent to let Kentish
people see what old Buffs were like, he said, and when it is considered
that all could drink intoxicating liquor entirely free and ad lib
the whole day through, and return home to Victoria as if on parade,
lie felt sure no one could be otherwise than impressed with the high
standard of self control and discipline so essential not only for the
good name of the regiment, but for the well being of the
London Branch.
PRESENTATION OF COLOURS.—The Branch gave a particularly
hearty welcome to Mr. Turner, Mr. Dare and R.S.M. Vaughan, who
came up from Aldershot to give the Branch some news respecting this
great event. Mr. Dare gave an open invitation to the Branch to—be
there. R.S.M. Vaughan gave an inspiring speech and stated the
training for the ceremonial had to be combined with Brigade Training
which meant a lot of hard work by all ranks, but such efforts would
reap its reward. He was convinced no smarter regiment has ever
performed the " Trooping" or marched through the City of London,
than the 2nd Battalion on July 27th. At the end of Sgt.
Ma'jor Vaughan's address the cheering lasted some considerable time.
" Be there—and judge with a critical eye" he said. " You will feel
proud of the old regiment you served in."
BRANCH EXPENDITURE.—The Chairman pointed out that Capt.
E. A. Carter, M.C., had taken over the duties of Treasurer from Mr.
Port, who was now unahle to get regularly to the meetings of the
Committee. Capt. Carter had proposed that the Agenda be dispensed
with and that postcard notification of meetings be adopted. This
would effect a considerable saving. Tt was unanimously agreed the
suggestion be carried out.
At this point the business part terminated and ladies were
admitted whilst all awaited the arrival of MajorGeneral Sir Arthur
LyndenBell, who was due at 9.25 p.m. Spud Austin and Nobby
Clarke were sent to meet his train and escort him up to the room.
When he arrived he was greeted with terrific cheering, whilst the
Band—under the direction of Mr. Hill—played the regimental march.
What was it all about ? It was because the members harboured in
their hearts a deep sense of affection and gratitude which had to come
out. When the General took the Chair, Capt. Enright rose and read
an appreciation which was supported by Major H. G. James tendering
the thanks of every member of the London Branch to General Sir
Arthur for the wonderful way the members were entertained
at Wrotham.
"When the General stood on his feet it was some moments before he
could speak owing to the applause. He stated howdeeplv touched hewas
when he heard the expression of feeling read out by Capt. Enright
concerning himself, and the inclusion of his wife and daughter
moved him very much. What little he had done at any time to help
his old comrades was a real pleasure and he was never so happy as
when he was with them.
An interesting event followed, when Mrs. Wood was called
to receive from the hands of General Sir Arthur, the first prize for
the interBranch ladies' race at Wrotham, wliicli consisted of a fine
box of chocolates.
NOTES.—It was a really great meeting. Before it closed, over
120 members had signed the members' book at the door. A good
number did not arrive until after 9.30 p.m., owing to business hours
preventing earlier attendance. If we add the ladies, one can
appreciate it will be a blessing when our room is double its size. We
gave a hearty welcome to Bill Coveney, Gunner Lee, Mr. Chalk (the
old 1st Battalion heavyweight) and several others and trust we shall

now have the pleasure of seeing them at every meeting. A very
hearty vote of thanks is due to Mrs. Hill for playing the piano and
to Mr. Hill and his brother Buffs for providing the Band which was
a valuable asset to the festivities and which made no dull moments
possible.
J.E.

LADIES' GUILD.
A Ladies' Guild'has been established in connection with the above
Branch of the Association and an informal gathering took place—at
the invitation of Mrs. Dalton—at the ' Cowdray Club,' Harley Street,
on July
. Over twenty members managed to be present,
including the Hon. Lady LyndenBell, who has generously consented
to become the first President of the Guild.
Mrs. D. S. Spinner is Chairman and Mrs. Dalton the Hon.
Secretary. The objects of the Guild are:—
(1). To help in every way the objects and aims of the Association,
particularly the London Branch.
(2). To investigate cases for help and assist women of the . Buffs
resident in the area.
(3). To arrange for social intercourse by monthly teas, meetings,
etc.
It was also arranged to hold a Garden Fete on August 4th, 1928,
to be held in the grounds of the County Secondary School, Welham
Road, Streathain, S.W.16, at 3 p.m. and to be opened by Lady
LyndenBell, when it is hoped the support of all Buffs will be readily
forthcoming. It is also agreed that the members should meet for tea
and meeting once each month at the Windsor Castle Hotel, Victoria
Station.

Weald Branch.
Circumstances, chiefly connected with hay and fruit, permit only
a few notes from this Branch for this month.
A most successful General Meeting was held at Horsmonden on
July 11th. Over 30 members were present and 9 new members were
enrolled.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., was
present and received a great welcome. His great interest in the
Branch is very much appreciated and we always hear members
enquiring "Is Sir Arthur coming" before a Meeting.
Captain Dampier Palmer, O.B.E., was in the Chair, owing
to Colonel Body being unavoidably prevented from attending.
An unusually good entertainment was provided by members of
the Branch and'by Mr. and Airs. Harris and Mr. Mainwaring.
Mr. Burton, who lias taken an unfailing interest in the Regiment
for many years, was made an Associate member of the Branch and
we were" delighted to welcome him amongst us.
We hope to send a contingent to the Presentation of new Colours
to the 2nd Battalion though a Friday is a bad day for members in the
Weald. We also hope to be well represented at Canterbury.
A.E.L.H.

Correspondence.
CYPRUS.
Dear Sir,
Going through the Cyprus Museum in Nicosia
I came across the following, which may be of interest
to you.
It consists of a Baldacchino of very fine carved
black wood about 12 ft. high with a ledge on which is
a brass plate with the following inscription:—
"Presented in Memory of James Eliot Stephen,
Lieutenant in ' The Buffs,' British Army and Company
Commander 19th Punjabi Regiment, Indian Army.
Born in Nicosia, May 17th, 1893, killed in Transcaspia,
October 14th, 1918, while leading his Company in
action."
" Ahead and well ahead of his men."
This Baldacchino was bought by a Dr. Stephen who
was D.M.O. in Nicosia many years ago from the
Armenian Church and on leaving the Island he left it
to a Mr. Cade, Commissioner of Nicosia, who, when
leaving the Island, got Dr. Stephen's permission to
present it to the Cyprus Museum in memory of his
son.
Its beginning to stoke up here. It registered 104°
in the shade recently and there is a general move to
Troodos, the summer resort in the hills, 5,000 ft. up.
I am unfortunately not one of the lucky ones.
Every good wish to the " dear old Dragon."
Yours very truly.
Depot Military Police,
R. H. W. BAKER,
Nicosia.
Major.
Cyprus.
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AUSTRALIA.
The Editor, " The Dragon."

P.O. Durban,
Natal.

Dear Mr. Editor,
Whilst on a recent visit to Australia a copy of The
Dragon was sent to me containing an article on the
prospects in Australia for exsoldiers. I had gone there
partly to look for new opportunities in the farming
line, and partly in consequence of having read a book
by a wealthy young peer, who seems to have availed
himself of an assisted passage and spent a short time
in the Eastern States of the Commonwealth going
from one paid job to another, which I did not do.
I read with much interest the notes of your
correspondent and would like to add a few of my own
about Western Australia. They are guaranteed to
be uptodate and from personal experience, and are
sent in the hope that they may be of use to any ex
soklier of any rank or civilian either, who can find no
congenial work at a remunerative wage in England.
I picked up at Capetown a ship which conveyed
ordinary passengers as well as assisted emigrants to
Australia. Out of the hundreds of the latter class of
passenger .quite half were not looking for land work,
and so might just as well have not embarked, as there
is as much, or more, unemployment in Australian
towns as there is in England, and no dole. On dis
embarking at Freemantle, Western Australia, the
ship was actually met by farmers looking for farm
hands. Personally I had 110 difficulty whatever in
getting a job, unpaid by request, though I could have
taken wages, but wanted to have a free hand. The
formerly untitled and dry hinterland of Western
Australia, along the ten and fifteen inch rainfall line,
and lying about 100 miles East and NorthEast of
Perth, is now known as the Wheat Belt, and consists
of nearly one hundred thousand square miles of arable
land. It is being opened up at government expense,
and allotted to settlers, but some of it has been in
occupation for about 20 years. It is today the most
promising farming country in the Empire.
A previous knowledge of farm work is useful, but
not necessary, though an absolute sinequanon is
a cheerful disposition and a good appetite for hard
work. There is comfort but no luxury, good food and
wages but long hours, congenial company in a good
climate but 110 recreations, and excellent future
prospects for all. Apart from absolute pioneer work,
clearing, fencing and building, which is the lot of the
settler when he first starts 011 his own, the wheat belt
is being worked on the most uptodate lines, and the
new hand must learn in the shortest possible time to
drive eight horses abreast in the teams, and, also,
tractors. Handy men often know a bit about both
already, and stable management on a wheat farm is
a very crude matter. It takes some time to learn to
handle heavy weights, and there is plenty of work of
that sort, as the farm acreages are ten times larger
than in England, and the pace of working far faster,
so that the number of heavy sacks to be handled in
a day is not small. Management of sheep, under
supervision, has to be learned, as well as the rough and
ready eare of farm machinery. A willing worker,
starting at 30/ per week, all found, is soon earning
£2 10s. 0d., and can get more. Any other sort of
worker either remains an oddjob man at the lower
rate, or drifts into towns, whence he generally does his
best to get back to England as a stowaway.'
In a few year's time there is no reason whatever
why a suitable man should not be in a position to apply
for a block of land from the government and start 0:1
his own, but all, whether with capital or not, must put

in at least a year in learning, and, if necessary,
in getting hardened. Thousands have done it and
few have failed. I am dealing strictly with the wheat
belt, not with group settlements, or with any
comfortable home from home sort of life. In order
to make this sort of farming pay, large areas must be
worked and no time must be wasted. There can be
110 holidays, and only men of good physique can stand
up to the work, but the splendid climate is the tonic
for making the work if not easy, at all events, tolerable.
And there is the consolation that, all the time, any
man can be getting nearer to the possession of his own
farm. Men who started with a couple of hundred
pounds a dozen years ago are earning their /1.000
a year now, but only by growing wheat, and, after
a bit, by keeping sheep, too. No other branch of
farming there, or anywhere, can show such profits,
and this, too, is why good farm hands are well treated.
Until, if ever, Russia again becomes a wheat exporting
country, this tide of prosperity will keep 011 flowing in
Western Australia, because the farmers, helped by
government, are growing a valuable product on cheap
land.
All details can be filled
in by applying to the
authorities in England, and it is more than a pity
that, though not from any fault of theirs, more of the
right type of men are not supplied. The Westralian
011 the land is a very kind and most helpful soul, though
as good a swearer as he is a worker, and no one can
say better than that. Your previous correspondent
made very appropriate remarks about the futility of
looking for work in the towns, and the book above
referred to treats, in a cursory way, of land work in
other States, where, there are no such prospects as in
Western Australia. Being myself well over fifty,
and more used to supervising natives, I may have
emphasized the hard labour too much, but even
Westralians glory in the fact that their Wheat Belt
demands stickers 0111}'.
With the best of luck to any Buffs who think of
trying their luck there.
Yours,
S. L. P. BARKER

SATISFIED.
Dear Sir,
I have now been here a week and am falling into the
work nicely. The people I am working for are really
more than nice ; the smallest thing one does for them
is received with a " Tliank you very much indeed."
They make it a pleasure for one to work for tliem.
I did not write to thank you for putting me into
touch with this job before, as I wanted to be able to
give you some idea as to the sort of job it is and I think
the few remarks above will tell you. The delay
in writing in no way makes my thanks to you less
sincere. I thank you from the bottom of my heart.
You must excuse me not being at the last monthly
meeting, but I was so busy preparing to come down
here on the Monday that I really had 110 time.
Anyway, as soon as possible I will send the form to
Mr. Ainge for enrolment as a Past and Present Buff
and I sincerely hope that it will soon be in my power
to do some other member as good a turn as you have
done me.
Again thanking you sincerely and wishing you
and Mr. Enright every luck, I remain,
Yours faithfully,
E. J. S. NOBLE.

THE DRAGON

254

Guernsey.
LAWS AND CUSTOMS.
HE Channel Islands, or as they are called by the
French ' Les lies Normandes,' are situated off
the coast of the Contentin, to the north of the Bay of
Mont St. Michael. They are surrounded by islets,
rocks and reefs, and, owing to the strong currents,
navigation is extremely difficult. This groupof Islands
is composed of Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney, Sark,
Herm and Jethou (in order of size).
Guernsey has its own Court and Code of Laws, and
includes in its bailiwick Alderney and Sark. There
is no special administration of Herm and Jethou,
which are considered as being detached portions of
Guernsey territory.
These islands are the oldest possessions _ of the
British Crown, being the only territory remaining to
England of the old Duchy of Normandy. They were
ruled by the Duke of Normandy before he became
King of England, and have remained English since the
time they helped William to conquer England in the
year 1066.
These islands have always been independent, and
quaint old customs and laws, traceable to Normandy,
still exist. Since 1290 there has been a civil govern
ment in Guernsey consisting of a Bailiff, a Royal Court
and various Crown Officers. The Bailiff presides over
a court of twelve Jurats, which are chosen by the
Elective States. Up to about 1582 they were elected
by " the constables of each parish taking the voices
of all the ratepayers of their parish at the church door
immediately after divine servce." The Crown
Officers are the King's Procureur and King's
Comptroller, which are' the local Attorney General
and Solicitor General. The law is further represented
by the avocats and ecrivans attached to the Court.
The greffier is the Clerk and Registrar of the Court and
has to keep the public records. In 1320 it was decreed
that he was not to be chosen from the ranks of
merchants or publicans. A Crown Officer called the
' Sergent' acts as the usher to the Court. The Bailiff
and J urats by their oath of office must resist the Papal
Supremacy. James II. is the only King who has ever
attempted to force Roman Catholicism on to this
island, and his death and the accession of William of
Orange to the throne were received with heartfelt
thanks.
The Royal Court is the criminal tribunal and his
jurisdiction over all offences committed in the bailiwick
except treason, coining and laying violent hands on the
bailiff or Jurats, for which the punishments are reserved
to the Crown.
In Guernsey there are two " States," the Elective
and the Deliberative. The former comprises the Royal
Court and the parochial officers (such as constables,
douzeniers, who are members of an elected body in
each parish). The latter consists of the Bailiff, the
twelve Jurats, the ten Rectors, the Procureur, the
Comptroller, and fifteen delegates and nine deputies;
the Lieutenant Governor may speak but cannot vote.
In these States the island's laws, taxes and Ordonnances
are passed, judicial and legislative powers being thus
united.
The island's laws are founded firstly on ' Le Grand
Coustumier de Normandie '—a work compiled in the
thirteenth century—and secondly on a treatise by
Terrien, Lieutenant Bailiff of Dieppe in the sixteenth
century, which brought the Norman law down to the
time of Queen Elizabeth. Besides these main sources,
there are also in force various Royal Charters, Orders
of the Soveriegn in Council, Ordinances of the local
Legislature and such Statutes of the Realm as have
been approved by the States and registered at the
Greffes. In Guernsey ths Ordinances framed by the
Royal Court at once become law.

T

One of the most curious legal survivals is the
" Clameur de Haro." It was abolished in Normandy
in 1583, but to this day any Channel Islander who
thinks his property is encroached upon or his rights
infringed by the action of another may raise the
' clameur.' He kneels on the ground and, in the
presence of two witnesses, generally the constables of
his parish, he cries " Haro ! Haro ! Haro ! k l'aide,
mon Prince ! on me fait tort!" and then repeats the
Lord's Prayer in French. This is considered tanta
mount to an injunction to stay proceedings until the
case is tried before the Court. The prosecution is
always carried on by the Crown, and the losing party,
whether plaintiff or defendant, is mulcted in a small
fine to the King, because the sacred name of " Haro "
is not to be carelessly invoked with impunity. There
is some difference of opinion as to the meaning of the
word " Haro." Some say it is derived from HaRollo,
the first Duke of Normandy being considered to be the
person thus appealed to. Others say thaj " Haro "
is derived from the Frankish verb ' Haran ' to shout.
In the Channel Islands a debtor can be imprisoned.
The creditor can put the debtor in prison until the
debt is paid off, or for such a period as he is willing to
pay for the board and lodging of his victim at the
prison. There has been much discussion about altering
this law, and this may have been done recently. There
is no other colony in the British Empire where a debtor
may be imprisoned.
Should a man be domiciled in Guernsey, when he
dies his house and heirship—which consists of about
a sixth of an acre of land—goes to the eldest son. The
wife is entitled to onethird of the remainder of the
property, and the use of any two rooms she wishes in
the house itself. The remainder is divided into shares,
in various proportions according as to whether a son
or a daughter, and this division is carried out by the
youngest daughter, who, when the time comes, gets the
last portion after all the others have chosen. This
method is extraordinarily fair. There is no divorce
in Guernsey, and the fact that a man is legally divorced
in England and married again is not recognised, and
he cannot return. Many couples cross to England to
be married for this reason.
The Islands are still very French, and the country
people all talk a patois which is understood over in
France.
H. DE S. WALTERS.

Army Recruiting Posters.
It is officially announced that in the Recruiting
Poster Competition arranged last February by the
War Office, over 100 drawings or designs were
submitted and that the prize winners are as follows:
First Prize, Mr. P. W. Furnivall, 38 Rundle Road,
Aigburth, Liverpool; Second Prize, Capt. H. S.
Bishop, 3 Priory Way, Headstone Lane, North Harrow;
Third Prize, Mr. A. T. Waddell, 21 Upper Lloyd Street,
Moss Side, Manchester. The Competition was limited
to officers and other ranks who are now serving or who
had served in the British Army, and the only condition
as to the design was that it should incorporate a figure
symbolical of the modern British soldier.

How to get "The Dragon."
pOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are :—
i year 8/, 6 months 4/, 3 months sj.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Stiffs,
Canterbury.
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Following up a Wounded Tiger.
S two of us have just returned from a shooting
A
trip in the South Patli Dun Block, in the Ram
naggar Division, the following account of one incident

the big nulla and getting into a patch of grass,  which
I would not have entered for anything on earth, made
us follow up at once. We planned that Oliver with
the coolie was to work up the right side of the nulla
and get across, a good 100 yards above the tigress on
the razor spur, while I was to do the same to the left,
the other coolies to remain where they were.

Oliver and I sat outside our Forest Bungalow in the
jungle, gnawing a chicken, our last bit of meat and all
our bread gone mouldy, talking over events. Three
days had passed ; two of our buffaloes had been eaten
by tiger and marks of tiger were seen every day.
Our coolies having seen one two days back and having
seen two myself that evening 200 yards off playing
in a nulla, something had to be done.

We started off well enough and Bolly saw our friend
which had moved out of the grass and was sitting
under a tree at the end of this spur. He tried to yell
across to inform me, but as I had also seen a tigress
(another one) a good 100 yards above Bolly, watching
proceedings—a wonderful sight it was too—and tried
to inform him too, our yelling was in vain.. However,
we both more or less understood and proceeded up.
Eventually we all got on the ridge at the same time,
but imagine my horror when we found the spot where
our friend Miss Stripes was, was lined with coolies.
My language was pretty bad, but I am fully sure
Bolly is no Saint. Anyway, no amount of cursing
would stop these coolies who were examining blood
marks and following up the tigress. Where was she ?
No one knew. As these coolies would not stop there
was only one thing to be done, so Bolly kept to
the high ground and covered me, while Dinah and
I got in front of the coolies.

might be of interest to those at home, who have
possibly been in the same boat and also those
who might find themselves in similar surroundings
against their will or otherwise.

I decided on an early rise. UP at 4 a.m., off at
4.30, Dinah (my little Irish Setter) a coolie and myself
set off on foot to a nulla about 400 yards from camp,
to visit a buffalo tied up a good threequarters of a
mile up. It was dark, my idea being to get up to the
buffalo as light was breaking. We had not gone 200
yards up when there was a very heavy growl from an
eight foot bank just above my head. A tiger!
Imagine how this echoed in the valley and also the
feelings of my inside. I moved off about 20 yards
and sat down and listened; another growl and then
I heard the tiger move off and we never heard it again.
I went on up and visited my buffalo ; it was alive and
contented. The light had just broken and I decided
to move up the nulla which was at this point a good
100 yards across, full of boulders with tall, coarse grass
growing, wherever there was any sand and to sit on a
bank and watch.
We had barely gone 100 yards up when I saw
a magnificent sight—a tigress moving across the nulla
about 80 yards above me. We could not see kneeling
so had to stand and when the tigress was clear of the
grass I fired. Alas ! my shot went six inches too far
back and I failed to get a fatal shot. However,
it broke her near fore leg, which made her perform
wonderful tricks and then sit down. We then made
for the nearest high bank for safety and on getting
there, observed her slowly moving to some grass at
the foot of a razorshaped spur. I fired again, but
missed and she got into this grass. I knew then that
we had a most unpleasant task before us, so posting
my coolie up a tree to watch for movements, Dinah
and I started for camp for Oliver and a couple
of coolies.
We were both novices at the game, had no Shikari
or even an elephant. However, we knew more or less
what to do, having treated Colonel Stewart's book
" Tiger and other game " as our bible, in which he says
that following up a wounded tiger is one of the most
dangerous things one can be called upon to do.
I had not gone very far when I met Bolly (Oliver),
coming up with a whole crowd of coolies belonging to
the Range Officer whom he had met coming to our
help. These cursed fellows nearly caused a terrible
disaster. Bolly told me he had come up on hearing the
firing expecting to see a mangled corpse of some sort
and was very much relieved at seeing me. I told him
what had happened and proceeded to a place of safety
where I pointed out where the tigress was, etc. We
should not have followed up for an hour in order to let
her die or for her wounded leg to stiffen, whichever
she preferred, but excitement over one's first tiger,
together with the idea of preventing the tigress crossing

Suddenly there was a yell from Bolly: " Look1
out! tigress not eight yards from you." The coolies
turned themselves into apes and got up trees like
lightening. I would have, too, if I could, but I could
not, there being only one tree in sixty that is climable.
Dinah and I retreated to the ridge and Bolly pointed
the animal out to me which was only twenty yards
off, and I am sure thought me very dense as I could
not see it. Their camouflage is wonderful, especially
when squatting on dead leaves. As I was about to
get up a' tree, she slowly moved off. I fired at her
again, but should not have done so as I had no real
target. Anyway she roared and flung herself up a tree
trunk four or five times. How she did it I do not
know, as she must have been nearly dead then, and
with a broken foreleg, her claw marks (and they were
marks, too) were between 12 and 15 feet up. She
squatted down about 30 yards off, tail to us, looking
over her shoulder, but even at this range it was only
with the aid of field glasses that I found out how she
lay. I got up a tree, took very careful aim and finished
her off with a shot just below her eye. She was dead,
so Bolly, Dinah and I went forward and pulled her
tail. I am not quite sure that I would not prefer to
have a tiger roar at me than this initial pull of the tail.
There is something uncanny about it. We were, very
thankful when it was over, as Bolly said afterwards :
" This is the first tiger I have seen in daylight and its
a damned sight too close, too, and I am not quite sure
if I want to see another so close again."
Anyway it was all most exciting and we both learnt
a lot from this rather trying experience.
L. M. S. ESSELL.

Educational Qualification for Promotion
to Warrant Officer Rank.
It is announced in an Army Council instruction
that no exemption from obtaining a First Class
Certificate of Education before promotion to warrant
rank will be given after 1st January, 1930.
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Round and About.
Having so often derided our climate
I feel compelled to say a good word
for its behaviour during the last
fortnight. Not that I anticipate for one moment
much more of the " Heat wave," as our excitable
Press is so apt to call a little oldfashioned Summer
weather. But let it go on record that in many places
July, 1928, surpassed even that amazing July of 1921.
*
*
*
*
WIMBLEDON. I had the good fortune to be given seats
for a day at Wimbledon Tennis
Championships. During the course of an interesting
day's play I saw all the stars. For this reason it may
seem astonishing when I say that on the whole I was
not thrilled. I am not saying that the play was not
good. It was often magnificent, but except when
there was some incidental international thrill in it
I must confess that as a spectacle it soon palled. But
I would always rather watch cricket than tennis. To
my mind there is no comparison between the two.
*
*
*
*
THE 1ST
It is a little late in the day to
TEST MATCH, write about the 1st Test Match, seeing
that the second is just about to start.
However, I saw one day's play and unfortunately it
was the second day. Those who went on the Saturday
saw some magnificent bowling and fielding by the West
Indians, whereas on Monday one saw a pathetic batting
collapse. The slow spin bowling of Freeman and
Jupp seemed to be utterly foreign to the visitors and
even Constantine from whom one expected a few fire
works, failed as soon as he faced little Freeman. But
they are certain to do better.
REAL
SUMMER.

*



*

*

MEALS OUT Perhaps because our Summers are so
OF DOORS, short and doubtful we in England give

practically no thought to al fresco
feeding. This is a pity because during the recent
hot weather, small fortunes might have been made
in London. On a particularly hot day I went to
Kensington Gardens, where in delightful surroundings
there is a Tea Place. I wish the proprietors could
take a trip across the channel and look in at
Armenonoille in the Bois in Paris. I don't suggest
that they should emulate the prices charged there,
but they might learn something about serving
attractive looking meals.


*

*

*

AN
" The Trial of
Mary Dugan " at the
AMERICAN Queen's Theatre is interesting only as
TRIAL PLAY, a ' showing up' of American judicial

procedure. As a play it seemed to me
to be somewhat dull. I couldn't help feeling a strong
sense of the unreality of it all, but friends of mine
who know America assure me that it is not unreal or
overdrawn. Think of this situation for one moment.
A girl is accused of murdering a man. Her attorney
is compelled to withdraw from the defence by the
accused's brother—a young and inexperienced lawyer
who thenceforth conducts the defence. In the end
the attorney who retired is called as a witness and
by a cunning strategem on the part of the young
lawyer, is found to be the murderer. There is some
thing to be said for Old England for all the shouting
that has been going on against the Police.
*

BOOKS
TO READ,

*

*

*

I suppose there are some people who

have not read anything by Storm
Jameson. Let me recommend to them
"The Lovely Ship" and " Farewell to Youth."
"The Wayward Man" by St. John Irvine, the
wellknown playwright and dramatic critic is a good
story with some magnificent descriptions of life on
sailingships.

MARIONETTES. If ever you hear of the GairWilkinson

Marionettes giving a show, travel far to
see it because it is infinitely more entertaining than
eighty per cent of real acting. I saw them at a private
entertainment the other day and thought them perfect.

Buff Motor Mascot.

Dear Mr. Editor,
It is a year since the idea for a " Buff Mascot " for
cars was started, and for the benefit of readers of The
Dragon, herewith a list of names who have so kindly
supported the scheme.
Major Elmslie.
Mrs. Chapman.
Captain R. E. Harbord.
Major E. Clarke.
Miss Quarterman.
Major Rayden.
Mrs. Whitfield.
Captain Webster.
Captain W. C. Lamarque.
Lt.Comd. D. RaeFrost, R.N.
Captain W. P. Stone.
Colonel Sir Courtney Vyvyan, Bart, C.B., C.M.G.
Captain Bobbie Child.
Captain HammondDavies.
Major H. G. James, V.D.
MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G.
Mrs. C. Blackall.
Gordon Lindley, Esq., M.C.
Mrs. A. W. Noott.
Mr. J. MacMahon.
Mrs. Mallam.
Colonel H. G. Gregson, C.M.G.
Captain E. A. Carter, M.C.
Colonel W. H. Trevor, D.S.O.
G. E. Boon, Esq.
Colonel J. Body, D.S.O.
Colonel P. Bradley Dyne.
Major Guy Lee, D.S.O., M.C.
H. P. Hoskyn, Esq.
Major Edward Wastall, V.D.
Major Macfadyen.
Captain J. V. Hitchcock.
Mrs. Guy Lee.
Captain Dampier Palmer, O.B.E.
Mrs. Lee.
Corporal John Durham, R.A.P.
Colonel Burns.
Captain C. E. A. Terry.
Captain Dudley Terry.
Major J. V. R. Jackson.
Mr. T. Trevor (Malay).
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E.
Colonel W. H. F. Kelly.
Major George Hamilton, M.C.
H. P. Whitfield, Esq.
B. H. Russell, Esq.
' 'Captain Stanley Baker.
Colonel Sir Theodore Brinckman, Bart., C.B.
Major C. H. Hood.
Colonel Lionel Knight.
Captain W. W. Gascoyne.
Bgd.General A. E. Ommanney.
Major H. ArcherHoublon.
Captain E. Scott, D.S.O.
Major H. Paine.
Anyone still wishing to support the scheme by
having the " Dragon " as a mascot, please write to
Captain Bobbie Child, Ferring, Sussex, who will execute
the order, but do not forget to enclose the sum of 28/,
which includes packing and postage.
May I thank all those who have so kindly supported
the scheme up to date.
Yours very truly, BOBBIE CHILD.
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The 1st Battalion.
rjlHIS must be chiefly
JL
a Ranikhet number,
for, it seems, all those who
can have deserted the
sweltering plains and either
gone on leave or been
posted to Ranikhet to
recuperate.
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs.
Howard Smith have gone
011 a month's leave to
Gulmarg
in
Kashmir
whence
we
hear
Mrs.
Howard Smith has been
scoring successes on the
golf links. Mr. Boucher
has been appointed to the Depot and wasted
no time in shaking the dust of India from liis
shoes and is now, we understand, fishing in
Ireland.
Those that duty kept in Bareilly have been
keeping themselves fit playing in the inter
company and battery, etc., hotweather
football and hockey leagues, the former being
won by the 1st Battery R.A., and the latter
by H.O. Wing. Also several games of Rugby
have been played.
Polo has been carried 011 by the few who
remain and, as stated last month, we sent
a team up to Naini for the tournament during
the week. But we were knocked out in the
first round by the Royal Fusiliers and did no
better in the subsidiary tournament.
Ranikhet, though, has been the scene of
any amount of activities both social and
. sporting. Dances have been held every week
at the Rink for the men, and every Wednesday
a dance takes place at the Club. Last week
two performances of " The Naught} Wife "
were given by the A.D.S. at the Club and
seemed, as far as one could judge from across
the footlights, to go down well. At the same
time Norton's, a talented professional company
of music hall artists, played to crowded houses
for five
nights at the Rink. This same
company recently played at Bareilly and is
reported to have given the most enjoyable
show of its kind seen there for many a day.
O11 the 23rd a cabaret was held at the Club
and was open to all ranks. A large number
attended and spent a very enjoyable evening.
On the 25th the same show will be repeated
for Club members, and General Sir Jolm .Shea
is attending. On July 7th the A.D.S. are
putting on a thriller entitled " The Sign 011
the Door."

A couple of weeks ago the Infantry depot
held a twoday athletic meeting at which
each company or detachment competed. In
this, though, "the Buffs did not shine and "D"
Company, 2nd Battalion The Gloucestershire
Regiment swept the board. Talking of the
2nd Glosters—who as all Buffs should know
was formed from our second battalion and
still carry a buli'coloured Regimental colour
to show their origin—it may interest readers
to know that next trooping season they are
going to Gravesend from Jhansi, so, no doubt,
the Depot will meet them sometimes at
Canterbury where the traditional friendship
between our two brother Regiments will be
further renewed and cemented.
At present a Meerut and Lucknow Districts
interunit football league is being played.
All the Regiments and other Units of these
two commands have sent teams to compete.
To date we have played two matches, one
against the Dorsets which we won by two
goals to one, and another against the Lincolns
which we lost by one goal to nil.
Very soon, too, a Meerut District boxing
tournament is being held in Ranikhet for
which we have entered a team.
Those who have the energy to bicycle,
or are fortunate enough to possess cars, or can
cadge lifts, can spend many a pleasant after
noon 011 the golf links at Upat about six miles
away. This is the only open space within
thirty miles or more, everywhere else except
for the artificially levelled football and polo
grounds, being steep pine covered hills
enclosing deep, narrow, boulder strewn valleys.
But on these few broken and unlevel acres of
turf an eighteen hole course has been laid out.
True, many holes cross each other, and when
there is a crowd out you may stand at one
point and should not be surprised to find
balls coming from five different directions at
once—but that merely adds to the excitement.
The greens (which are brown) are like soup
plates and nearly as difficult to stay on. In
spite of
drawbacks,
though,
there is
a particular charm about these links, for as
one approaches some of the ' browns ' you
drive your ball along grassy glades flanked
on each side by solemn pines and dignified
deodars, and can almost imagine for a moment
that you are playing in Ashdown Forest or on
Camberley Heath, or some other equally
attractive .Surrey links. Then, having won or
lost this hole (it does not matter which) you
tee up your ball aud drive up over a ridge.
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If you have driven straight, your ball will
disappear over the horizon a hundred and fifty
yards away, and as you follow it, when you
have climbed nearly to the top, the distant
peaks of snowcapped mountains will loom
up before you, and when you reach the crest
the whole great range of the Himalayas will
stand out before you in all their majesty.
Then, if there is no one behind you waiting
impatiently to drive off, it is worth while
halting a moment and feasting your eyes on
this glorious panorama of steep and broken
valley? in the foreground, purple hills in the
middle distance and the jagged snow peaks
surrounding Landa Dei—the highest mountain
in the Empire—on the far horizon.
As we go to mail we hear that Mr. Coates
has been selected to succeed Captain Wilkins
as. Adjutant and take this opportunity of
congratulating him on his appointment.
Sergeants' Mess.
 Once again the cry for Dragon Notes has come
round and I have made a start to record our Notes for
the month. Things are pretty quiet at present and
there is very little doing.
We played the Corporals at Tennis and Billiards
and managed to win both. The Tennis match was
played on our courts and we had a very enjoyable
afternoon. We won all the sets with the exception of
two. Unfortunately the Individual Results are not
avaUable as they were hastily removed by a Tennis
Boy who wanted to get away. Of course the President
had a few kind words to say to the offender.
We adjourned to the Corporals' Room in the
evening and played them at Billiards, twenty minutes
a match. The results were as follows:—
Cpl. Errington
CplL Hogben
Cpl. Wyles
L/Cpl. Priestley
L/Cpl. West
Cpl. Holness
Cpl. O'Brien
L/Cpl. Franklin

...'
...

47
... 49
... 38
... 56
51
49
54
38 .

Total ... 382

Sgt. Parks
C.S.M. Farrow
R.S.M. Martin
C.Q.M.S. Clayton
C.S.M. Bcasley
Sgt. Chambers
Sgt. McLean...
Sgt. Osborne (10 mins.)

43
53
52
72
84
34
50
... 23

Total ... 411

Sergeants won by 29.

Our fishing experts, Sgt. Vale and Sgt. Faulkner,
have been spending their time landing fish at the
Government Pishing Pool, but this week they
have taken the guns to shoot them as they are so big.
Our benedicts have been visiting Ranikhet lately.
Long walks and tat riding has been at the top of the
programme. I hear that one of our C.S.M. 's is entering
for the Bareilly Jumping Competition in the winter
just to show us how it is done.
Three of our members had a trip to Ranikhet from
Saturday, 4 a.m. until late on Sunday night and had an
enjoyable time. Kathgodam was reached at. 7.30
a.m. after dodging numerous Bullock Carts on the way.
Owing to Messrs. Ford and Co. not providing enough
gears on their cars we did not arrive at Bowhali until
12 noon. Of course we had a heavy load; one of the
party had a trunk large enough to go on a leave with
to U.K. Eventually we arrived in Ranikhet about
3.30 p.m. and were entertained by hospitable Sergeants

of "C" Company. Our return journey was an improve
ment ; we left Ranikhet at 3.30 p.m. Sunday, arriving
for tea at Bowhali at 5.30 p.m. and Kathgodam at
7 p.m. After knocking up the Railway Buffet Staff,
we continued our journey along the straight road to
Bareilly, completing the journey of about 220 miles
none the worse for our trip. An animal hit the car
with a crash on our way, but we returned a little windy
to find nothing.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

How did one of our exmembers enjoy the taxi ride
round Hyde Park and was not there enough chairs
about ? We know that they have been increased
from Id. to 2d.
And who was " Sacco the Dog Robber"
accompanied by from Canterbury ?
.
A.T.F.
"A" Company.
' Speed up ' ! ' Speed up ' ! ! ' Speed up ' ! 1!
The reader will no doubt, upon seeing this headline,
come to the conclusion that the* writer of these notes
is financially handicapped and with a view to bettering
himself has entered into a slogan competition in
connection with the firm of Imperial Airways, Ltd.,
and the above expression represents his efforts in that
direction. It gives me much pain to dispel any ideas
you may have formed with the above words, but it
becomes necessary for me to explain the above headline
by reminding you of the company's entry into a period
of individual training (which I briefly mentioned in
the previous notes) and the above words are absolutely
overrunning piy system by reason of the fact that
our stalwart senior N.C.O.'s consider the sun to be
lacking in its perspiring properties when we are on
Bayonet Training. Thus they frequently try to over
come that which is deficient by making full use of these
words in the concentrated form of a livener."
As a result of this training we should have now, in
addition to ' prickly heat' some well grounded
knowledge in our headpieces concerning Pack Loading,
Tent Pitching, Wiring, Digging and several other
pastimes which are so cunningly designated under the
heading of Individual Training.
The " rest cure " is now finished and in the finding
of Regimental Duties we find our recreational wants
fully supplied, especially as our C.S.M. is at present
acting R.S.M.
The training has for the greater part been of an
instructive and interesting nature and no doubt the
change from the ordinary run of duty would have been
appreciated greater still had the climate remained
satisfied with a twofigure temperature reading instead
of soaring to a reading which was always a few figures
above the century.
During the last week a platoon competition on the
subjects of Wiring, Pack Loading and Semaphone
was arranged and resulted as follows :—No. 4 Platoon
winners of the Wiring; No. 2 Platoon winners of the
Pack Loading and No. 2 Platoon winners of the Sema
phone. In the aggregate the platoons finished in the
following order: Nos. 2, 4, 3 and 1.
Our Company Commander has recently returned
from local leave, the dates of which I noticed coincided
with our training period, so I should deduct from
that observation that a " shikar " expedition has an
attraction which is slightly greater than that of our
training period. In describing the extent of his " bag,"
which I believe was very good, the Captain adds
a touch of realism by rendering weird noises which are
in turn the representation of sundry wild animals,
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and on one occasion during this, vocal,exhibition, the
Company Clerk was heard to remark that he thought
the Captain was vomiting. Before leaving this subject
I should like to congratulate our Company Commander
on the excellent specimen of a tiger which he obtained
during this shoot.
Our 2nd in Command has now taken leave and we
trust that this relax from the ordinary duties will be
beneficial both to himself and Mrs. HammondDavies.
The " Gunners " have claimed one of our senior
N.C.O.'s recently in the form of Sgt. Willing. That
he will be greatly missed in the company I have no
doubt, especially when we remember the knack he had
in making the subject of weapon training an interesting
one. We all wish both Sgt. and Mrs. Willing the best
of luck during the time they remain with the Wing.
We are still getting through the Hot Weather
League matches, but with results that are far below
our average performance. Still we do our best and
endeavour to carry on by playing the game. Starting
off with our 1st XI. Football team we find our
opponents to be the 1st Field Battery and the result
of this game ended in favour of the Gunners, 2—1.
The 2nd XI. team came up against "D" Company in
the first instance and a draw, 1—1 was the result.
Their next match was against the 1st Field Battery
and a defeat of 4—0 was inflicted upon us. The 1st
XI. Hockey team met the Field Battery again and
the narrow margin of 2—1 saw us the losers. With
the match against "B" Company we were favoured
with a little more luck and we finished the winners
with the score at 4—0.
Owing to a couple of days rain appearing, we were
lucky enough to work in a friendly game of Rugby
against H.Q. Wing. The change was well appreciated
both by the players and the onlookers, who had
amongst them all the old faces, including that staunch
supporter " Drummy." Although the score finished
at 16—0 points in our favour, the team needed
a certain amount of refreshing and coaching before
our old standard of play was obtained. Lack of
practice and the fact that a few individuals
were new to the game accounts for this, no doubt.
The score was opened up by Knight, but this try
proved to be too difficult for the converter. Crust
got away with the ball on the next occasion and this
time, Hodkin was able to make it 5 points. Mr. Foster,
in good form obtained for us two more tries and the
last of these was again converted by Hodkin, thus
leaving the finish of the game at 16—0. Judging by
a remark that was passed by Mr. Foster during the
course of the game, I should imagine that Cpl: Bell has
got his army running standard back because he was
told that it took him (Cpl. Bell) ten minutes to run
. five yards.
The call of the Hills (or is it the call of mangle
turning) has attracted several of the married N.C.O.'s
and Men and the result is that several of the single
" wallahs " are acting in certain capacities without,
of course, the extra rupees that are usually^ attached
to the respective jobs. One single fellow likened an
income tax collector to married people by saying that
they continually come and go.
A month's time will see all the Company at
Ranikhet, at least, so rumour has it, and then mountain
warfare will no doubt keep us fully occupied.
Not wishing to become too familiar an object on
the steps of the " Corner House " I shall now attempt
 to dodge another

QUARTERGUARD.

"H.Q." Wing.
PERSONALIAJ
On June 12th, our Company Commander, Capt. T. Roscow Reid,
M.C., married the daughter of Lieut.Colonel D. P. Haigh, of High
fields Park, Withyham, Sussex. A cablegram has been despatched
from All Ranks of "H.Q:" Wing congratulating the happy couple.
Lieut G. L. B. Oliver has been on leave and enjoyed some very
good shooting. He and Capt. Essell went on foot and unaccompanied
by Beaters, etc. Both had the luck to kill a tiger. When one comes
to think of it, it was a very risky undertaking, especially on foot. We
offer our hearty congratulations to these two intrepid sportsmen.
Lieut. Boucher has left usand is on his way Home for a tour of duty
at The Depot. We offer him the best of luck in his new duties and
feel sure he will be just as popular there as he was here.
Cpl. Clover has been seriously ill with heat exhaustion, hut we are
pleased to say he is well on the way to recovery and has transferred to
the Military Hospital, Ranikhet.
Pte. Ingram is also well on the way to complete recovery from his
bad attack of Enteric Pever and is also at Ranikhet Military Hospital.
Ptes. Parsons, W. Penfold and Langsdon have all been in hospital
with fractured arms through football but we are glad to say that
they are all out of hospital and we hope will soon be fit enough to
take their places in their respective teams.

HOT WEATHER LEAGUE.
During May we played the Staff and Departments Team at Hockey
and won 42, our goalscorers being Ferrell, 2 and Girling, 2. This
proved to be a very exciting match as the S. & D's. team have two very
fast insideforwards. Bidwell made some good saves as usual and the
whole team played extremely well and are to be congratulated on
beating such a formidable team.
Our Team was as follows:—Goal, Pte. Bidwell; Backs, Ptes.
Barrell and Collard ; Halves, Bdm. Vincent, R.Q.M.S. Evans, and Pte.
Davis; Forwards, Pte. Taylor, L/Cpl. Fearon, Ptes. Girling, Ferrell
and Holland.
 May 30th saw the Second Eleven take the field against the R.A.
in which they won 10. The Teams were fairly well matched and the
gjmp was evenlycontested. E. Smith, the outsideright, scored the
only "oal of the match. Spider Vincent seems to have lost his brilliant
form in which he started the season, both at hockey and at football.
The following was the team .—Goal, Pte. Bing; Backs, Cpl. Redman
and Pte. A. Smith; Halves, Pte. Dudman, L/Cpl. Reed, L/Cpl.
Cribben; Forwards, Ptes. E. Smith, Davis, Bdm. Vincent, Ptes.
Glanfield and Grant.
In the Second Eleven football we drew 11 against "B" Company.
Etheridge scoring our only goal. This was rather a poor game, the
selection committee again making the mistake of putting a halfback
into the forward line where he was completely lost and at sea.
Etheridge played a good game at outsideright, but the remaining
forwards were poor. Deveson, being really a halfback, hung back far
too much and Vincent did not show anything like his usual form.
The defence olayed well and had most of the game and did well to make
a draw of it. The team was as follows:—Goal, Pte. Honeysett;
Backs, Pte. Harland and L/Cpl. Reed; Halves, Pte. Yard, L/Cpl.
Cribben and Pte. Combs; Forwards, Dmr. Etheridge, Bdm. Vincent,
Dmr. Griggs, Pte. Deveson and L/Cpl. Newell. Combs did not watch
his opponents wing man enough, consequently they got through
repeatedly.
On May 26th, the Second Eleven played the R.A. at football and
lost 1—4. This was even a worse display than the last one. The first
imif they played up fairly well and at halftime the score was 10
against. In the latter stages of the second half they completely went
to pieces. It was obvious that they were up against a much stronger
team, but even so, the result should not have been as bad as it was.
Etheridge was taken from outsideright and put centreforward and
played a very good game. Vincent, if anything, played worse than
before. Now then, Toasting Fork, what has happened to those prongs
of yours with which, at the beginning of the season, you used to hook
all those goals. In this match Drury played in place of Newell,
Deveson went lefthalf in place of Comb, Griggs went outsideright
and L/Cpl. Baker played insideleft.
The best match of the latter part of the Hot Weather League was
undoubtedly between ourselves and "B" Company 1st XI. Football.
We had the two famous linesmen, Joe Poynter and Chinme Bowcock
and the referee was a L/Bmdr. of the R.A., known affectionately as
" Mv Cave Man." "B" Company have a very pretty forward hne
and believe me, they want some holding. Our defence played
magnificently and great credit is due to them for keepmg our opponents
out as they did. Johnny Jarvis made several brilliant saves and our
opponents only scored with a penalty. The first time a penalty was
taken, it went over the top, but owing to Jarvis having inadvertently
stepped over the goal line just as Home was going to tafee the penalty
kickTit had to be taken again and tlife time it found its mark. Cribben
was all arms and legs and inclined to misskick. The defence, however,
worked like Trojans. The play was mostly in our half, but the
forwards had some good runthroughs; long shots, however, were
not much good against the Battalion goallie between the sticks. The
was as follows Goal, Cpl. Jarvis; Backs, Dmr. F. R. Smith;
Halves, Cpl. Hoy, L/Cpl. Cribben and L/Cpl. Reed; Forwards, Dmr.
Etheridiee, Pte. Bing, L/Cpl. Betts, Dmr. Griggs and L/Cpl. Bamford.
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The last match took place on June 12th, against "B" Company at.
Hockey, 1st XI. Game. ' We were by far the stronger team and won
comparatively easily by §0.' Our goalscorers were:—W.O. Carroll,
1 ; Pte. Ferrell, 2; Pte. Girling, 1 ; Pte. Taylor, 1 ; Bds. Vincent,
1. The star players were undoubtedly W.O. Carroll and Ferrell.
The way in which Carroll nursed the ball forward and then passed
perfectly was pretty to watch. FerrelTs run throughs were positively
brilliant and received wellmerited applause. He is rather inclined to
use one hand too much. The backs and goalie played a very sound
game, but did not have very much to worry them. Our team was as
follows:—Goal, Pte. Bidwell; Backs, Ptes. Barrell and Collars.
Halves, Bds. Vincent, W.O. Carroll and R.Q.M.S. Evans; Forwards,
Pte. A. Taylor, L/Cpl. Fearon, Ptes. Girling, Ferrell and Holland.
The finish of the Hot Weather League finds us in the happy position
of being the winners of both the 1st and 2nd Teams at hockey, but at
football we were not so fortunate. The 1st XI. came 3rd and the 2nd
XI. came 2nd. On the whole it was quite a satisfactory finish. We
are now starting an intergroup League which we hope to complete
before the move to the Hills.
O.S.

Machine Gun Platoon.
Once again I write from the binning plains on which we are likely
to stop all through .the season. The months seem.to roll round all too
quickly and one is at a loss as to some of the happenings.  Part of the
training having stopped for a short period, we have taken up " duty "
as a pastime and a few of us are on the " guard roll," to keep up the
reputation of the Gunners as the smartest Guards in the Battalion.
Everyone has been praying for rain (not to get a wash), but to cool
the temperature somewhat. Our prayers were answered one June
night, when the wind started blowing a hurricane and the heavens
opened forth and gave us some of its muchneeded moisture. Shirts
and blankets (which had been discarded as part of the nightwearing
attire) came into play. It is said that rainwater is good for " Prickly
Heat." No wonder the Crank Handles indulged in rain showerbaths.
Next morning the Midan was like a lake and someone suggested towing
boats, to say nothing of Rugby. It was wonderful how the
news spread. Football and Hockey grounds were said to be " unfit"
by the old veteran " Bogey Knight after a minute inspection of every
blade of grass.
League Football and Hockey lias been an attraction up to date
and one evening the whole platoon watched a spanking game between
"D" Company and the R.A., and we did break forth and make merry
thereof.
After the Football, we proceeded as a platoon, less Room Orderlies,
to our 8 Anaha Bug Rush, where monkeynut shells formed the carpet
on the floor. Before going into the pictures we thought fit to indulge
in a sham fight to cool our spirits and bottles of lemonade were squirted
about, like fire hoses, and we all got a shower bath. Excitement ran
liigli, as the picture was called the " COLLEGIANS " and lead by " Crib"
we nearly lifted the roof off. We then ended a perfect day by creeping
back to our feather and flips and sank into sweet repose.
The weather has been much cooler since the rain started and now
we get what they call in " Blighty " April showers.
We said in our last notes thit our Platoon Commander, Lieut.
Oliver, had mysteriously disappeared on leave. He suddenly sprang
upon us one wet morning, and we hear that he had been on a shooting
expedition for three weeks. He came back looking fit and well, with a
tiger to his credit, shot at the first time of asking. Well done, Mr.
Oliver. We hope that you will bag more big game in the near future.
We have done very little sport during the month except that,
some of us, headed by our noble Muscle Bender and tank twister, G.
Spencer, of the H. and S., go to the Gyms, of an evening and try to
twist the girders into figure eights.
The Hot Weather League, is now finished and we are pleased to
announce that we bagged both the 1st and 2nd Hockey Leagues. In
the Football League we were not so fortunate, taking third place.
The last game was against "B" Company, an account of which is given
elsewhere. Tonight we have played the Drums which ended in a draw,
2 goals each. The interCompany group league will soon be starting
and I hope to give a good account of the Crank Handles in our next
notes.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who was it that said to the Nig Bow postman, " You can't catch
old soldiers on chaff," and who replied, " No, but you can catch young
ones by putting a piece of salt on their tails ?
Wonders will never cease, the age of miracles has not passed, as a
certain Gunner of the Muscle Busting Department went to the Gaff.
Did he back the Derby Winner ?
Who pinches bootlaces ?

J.WIJ.

The Drums.
Recently we have played two games of footer against the M.G.
Platoon 1st XI. Both games were drawn, 11 and 22 respectively.
They were really the finest games we have played. Treeweek kept
goal for the drums and put up a splendid show. Harland and French
played a good game at back and Bowcock, F. Smith and Thomas
worked hard as the halfback line. Drury put in some good' centres
from the left wing, Blissett. Griggs, Stupper and Arnold completed
the forward line. We hope to have a good team in the near future.
We shall be losing Griggs before next cold season and thereby lose a
good footballer.
.At present F. Smith, Harland, Griggs, Etheridge and Drury play
for the Company teams and dear old Chinny functions as linesman.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
When is Chinny going on a course of Field Gunnery ?
And can Artillery fire rapid, or only snapshooting ?
Who possesses the most commonsense ? Caramel or Ethel's
parrot ?
Who taught the aforementioned parrot to swear ?
Does Spimo fancy his chance as "Spimo Anohamed " ?
Who pulls Gingers drum in when there Isn't any bugle practice ?
How does poodle like duty ?
Who cut Hash Steddy's hair ? Oh 1 Nappy.

Signals.
Phew ! isn't it hot. It's a pity one has to work in this heat, but
then being a scribe is always a drawback, what with trying to imagine
what we should have done and writing notes to make it appear that
they were done, and in general, " telling the tale."
Our young class are coming along fine, and to judge by their reading
results, it appears they have one or two signals of their own ; certainly
they are not to be found in the scouts' alphabet.
We have just heard that we do not go to Ranikhet this year, which
is a pity. The old hands have recollections of a most excellent time
which we spent there last year.
We are now running weekly whist drives which are proving a great
success, and many thanks are tendered to Sgt. Vale and his voluntary
staff for their bright idea, and execution of same.
Sports are on the decline, or so it seems, in spite of the fact that we
have some excellent kit. Wake up, Henry, Doughy and Buffy, and
give some account.
The tennis club is closed at present owing to inclement weather,
but with the fine weather to come, we arc hoping to make things hum
and beat all comers.

CANTEEN.

"B" Company.
At present we are doing our Individual Training and most of the
Company are with us with the exception of a few men at Ranikhet.
The Brigade InterCompany Football and Hockey Leagues are
drawing to a close and our teams have done well, finishing somewhere
in the running.
Results are as follows

HOCKEY.
2nd Team v. "H.Q." Wing. Lost 21 . Very even game. We scored
first, Pte. Home doing the trick.
"B" ». "D" Company. Draw 11. Goal scored by Home. Another
even game, but our forwards missed some easy chances.

FOOTBALL.
1st Team v. "H.Q." Wing. Won 10. Home scores from a penalty.
One of the best games so far, but we had most of the game and
should have won by a larger margin.
2nd Team v. "H.Q." Wing. Draw 11. Goal scored by the C.S.M.
We played "A" Company, but the match was postponed 6 minutes
from time and the replay result was "B" Company, 4 ; "A" Company,
Goals were scored by :—Murton, 1 ; Lawson, 2; Liddle, 1.
On Albuhera Day, the Company BayonetFighting Team (4 per
Company) won the BayonetFighting Competition.
Is/ Round.—"B" v. "D" Company. "B" won.
Final.—"B" v. "H.Q." Wing. "B" won.
Team.—Sgt. Osborne, L/Cpl. Ingram, Cpl. Richardson, Pte. Foreman.
In the Battalion BayonetFighting Competition our representatives
did well, Sgt. Osborne, Pte. Foreman, L/Cpl. Ingram and Cpl. Butcher
still survive in the last eight.
Cricket Matches on the Company Ground are in great demand and
matches are played every night.
Pte. Hobbs seems a likely candidate for the Company Team this
year.

FRIENDLY MATCHES.

No. 7 v. No. 8 Platoon.  No. 7, 72 (Sgt. Hodges, 49); No. 8 49
(L/Cpl. Torcy, 27).
No. 7 v. No. 6 Platoon. No. 7, 81 (Pte. Lawson, 17) ; No. 6 38.
No. 8 v. No. 6 Platoon. No. 8, 98 (Pte. Brawn, SO n.o.): No 6
15 (L/Cpl Harwood, 15 n.o.)
" '

KENT

V.

OTHER COUNTIES.

Kent, 41 (Hobbs, 14 not out); Other Counties, 98 (Isted, 47 not
out).
No. 7 v. No. 6 Platoon. .No. 7, 95 (Isted, 34 not out); No". 6 63
"B" COMPANY V. "D" COMPANY.
'
"B" Company, 104 (Brawn, 24); "D" Company, 68.
GENTLEMEN (Corporals) v. PLAYERS (Privates).
Gents., 36 ; Players, 78 (Barnes, 30 not out).

CPL. COOK'S ELEVEN V. CPL. RICHARDSON'S ELEVEN.

Cpl. Cook's, 82 (Hobbs, 42 not out); Cpl. Richardson's, 21.

DRAFT V. MUD TEAM.
Draft, 80 (Hobbs, 47 not out); Mud Team, 49.
"B" COMPANY V. No. 3 GROUP.

"B" Company, 77 ; No. 3 Group, 69.
We have just started our InterPlatoon Football and Hockev,
No. 5 v. No. 8. Unfortunately Cpl. Cook broke his leg during the game
which was abandoned, the score being 22. Great sympathy la felt for
Cpl. Cook and All Ranks wish liim a speedy recovery.
A.T.F.
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" C " Company.
Last month I expressed the hope that I would be able to record
some good shooting in my next notes and now that we have finished
our annual course I am glad to say that my hopes are fully realised
as we were able to finish up with the following results :—
Marksmen
11
2nd Class
39
1st Class
29
Bungs
4
Company Average ... 74 83.
Not too bad for the worst shooting company of last year, is it—ye
giddy marksmen of the same year ?
At Lewis Gun we managed to do equally well as we finished up
without a single unqualified gunner in the four sections that fired.
Average : 13927.
Of course some of the less fortunate companies will talk a good
deal about good markers, etc., but that is only to be expected as we
did the same last year.
At sports we have done little that would interest the people outside
the Regiment and so I do not propose to publish the accounts of the
matches played. (Quite a good covering if one does not remember all
the matches played).
Our Whist Drives and Card Tournaments continue, but like all
easy tournaments, they are beginning to pall and a resultant falloff
in attendance is the result.
Our spare parts bag has introduced that weird game of " Mali
Jong " to the company and one would imagine, were one to pass by the
company lines in the evening that the company had taken leave of its
senses as all one can hear is the cry of " Three stacks, Pong, Two
Cracks Chow, Red Dragon, Kong" and the usual cries of the afore
mentioned game.
Now that we have finished our Weapon Training the Captain has
decided that we had better start to get fit for the Plain—which place
we hope to see about the 22nd of next month, and so he has also
introduced a game of his own named " Mountain Warfare," but un
fortunately it has not caught on like the former game for some unknown
reason, but the attendance is always good when we start.
By the time we go down to the plains we are of the opinion that
there will be no Khuds for the other companies to operate upon, but
the Skipper does not seem at all worried over it. (We arc).
If ever we get to tiie Frontier I don't think weshall be out of practice
in Khud Climbing and the resultant Company moaning.
I think that the foregoing is about the total of our notes for this
month as with firing, etc., there has been little opportunity for aught
else to happen, but with a little right wind and the usual grace it is to
he hoped tiiat next month's notes will be a little more interesting to
those that read the " Old Dragon."
In conclusion, I regret that I have to record the passing away of
yet another of our good comrades in the person oj tiie late No. 744450
Pte. A. Beale, of this company, who died at the British Military
Hospital, Ranikhet, on the 4th of June, of "Cerebral Tumour." A
good, clean, smart soldier, we are very sorry to lose such a comrade
and to his parents the Company offer their sincere condolences on their
sad bereavement.
The funeral took place at Ranikhet on the 5th inst. and the firing
party was found by his own platoon whilst tlie whole of the Detachment
attended to mourn his loss.
8747.

Scholarships for Army Officers.
An amendment of the Pay Warrant provides for the
annual grant, at the discretion of the Army Council,
of a limited number of scholarships of the annual value
of £50 tenable for five years, to officers ou first appoint
ment to Regular Army Commissions, from the Royal
Military Academy, Woolwich, the Royal Military
College, Sandhurst, and the Universities. The
conditions governing the grant and tenure of the
Scholarships will be laid down by the Army Council
from time to time. For the past three years it has
been the practice to grant eleven scholarships every
halfyear.

Territorial Army.
The official returns of recruiting for the Territorial
Army show that in May 4,39(1 men were finally
approved for service, compared with 2,595 in the
corresponding month in 1927, and that the total
number enlisted during the eight months of the present
recruiting year was 19,849. Of these the Western
Command provided 4,577 ; the Northern Command,
4,268 ; the Scottish Command, 3,403 ; the Eastern
Command, 2,771 ; the Southern Command 2,599; and
the London District 2,231.
On the 1st instant, the total Territorial strength,
exclusive of permanent staff, was 6,586 officers, and
133,321 other ranks.

Service Records.*
Statement of the service of 6278173 C.S.M. G. W.
Coaster, 2nd Battalion, The Buffs.
Enlisted at NewcastleonTyne, 3rd September, 1909. (Attested
and Posted direct to 1st Battalion).
Posted to 2nd Battalion, 10th September, 1910.
Attained 18 years of age, 3rd November, 1912.
Appointed Bandsman, 25th November, 1912.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal, 14th July, 1914.
Appointed Paid LanceCorporal, 15tli April, 1915.
Promoted Corporal, 3rd May, 1915.
Appointed Paid LanceSergeant, 1st October, 1915.
Promoted Sergeant, 18tli May, 1916
and antedated to 28th April, 1916.
Reengaged to complete 21 years' service, 9th April, 1921.
Posted to Depot, 2nd January, 1923.
Promoted ColourSergeant and appointed C.Q.M.S., 17th June,
1926.
Promoted Warrant Officer Class II and appointed C.S.M., 16th Julv,
1927.
Posted to 2nd Battalion, 20th August, 1927.
Home
3909 to 9910
M.E. Force 231015 to 151118
Singapore 10910 to 31113 B.S.F.
1119 to 23119
India
1213 to 151114 Home
24119 to 14919
Home
161114 to 161 15
India
15919 to 281220
B.E. Force 17 1 15 to 29515
M.E.F.
291220 to 10222
Home
30515 to 17815
Aden
11222 to 51022
B.E. Force 18815 to 221015 Home
3123 to date.
Medals:—191415 Star; British War Medal; Victory Medal;
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal.
Wounded :—22nd May, 1915.
In possession of 1st Class Certificate of Education.
Passed Course of Instruction as StrctcherBearcr and 1st Aid for
Wounded, 30th June, 1913.
Qualified as First Class Instructor at 4th'Rifle Course, Rawalpindi,
December, 1920.
Total Service to date :—18 years, 308 days.

Statement

of services of 6278081
Drummer P. G. O'Dell.

Sergeant

Enlisted, Attested and Posted to 1st Battalion, 19th June, 1906.
Appointed Drummer, 1st February, 1907.
Attained age of 18 years, 19th February, 1909.
Appointed Unpaid LanceCorporal, 29th August, 1913.
Appointed Paid LanceCorporal, 18th December, 1913.
Promoted Corporal, 26th March, 1918.
Reengaged to complete 21 years' service, 4th March, 1919.
Posted to 2nd Battalion, 1 ltli March, 1915.
Promoted Sergeant and appointed Sgt.Drummer, 19th September,
1919.
Continued in the service beyond 21 years, 19tli July, 1926, for a
further period of 2 years 245 days.
Home
19606 to 6914
Home
11419 to 161019
B.E. Force 7914 to 2610 14 India
17 1019 to 111220
Home
27 1014 to 11315
M.E. Force 121220 to 10222
B.E. Force 12315 to 2210 15 Aden
11222 to 8423
M.E. Force 231015 to 10419
Home
9423 to date.
Medals :—1914 Star and Clasp ; British War Medal; Victory
Medal : Long .Service and Good Conduct Medal.
Wounded :—22nd October, 1914.
In possession of 3rd and 2nd Class Certificates of Education.
Total service to date :—22 years 18 days.

Statement of the services of 6278132 Private L.
Woods.
Enlisted, Attested and Posted to 1st Battalion, 27th November,
1908.
Posted to 2nd Battalion, 4th October, 1911.
Posted to Depot, 25th February, 1915.
Posted to 2nd Battalion, 1st June, 1915.
Posted to Depot, 17th September, 1918.
Transferred to Section "B" Army Reserve, 29th March, 1919.
Permitted to rejoin Colours, 3rd May, 1920.
Reengaged to complete 21 years Colour Service, 4th May, 1920.
Posted to 2nd Battalion, 18th February, 1922.
Home
271108 to 31011
B.E. Force 1615 to 221015
Singapore 41011 to 31213
M.E. Force 231015 to 2918
India
I213 to 151114 Home
39IS to 18222
Home
161114 to 16115
Aden
19222 to 8423
B.E. Force 17115 to 25215 Home
9423 to date.
Home
26215 to 31515
In possession of 2ud and 3rd Class Certificates of Education.
Medals:—191415 Star; British War Medal; Victory Medal
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal.
Total Service :—19 years, 223 days.

* We are pleased to comply with the suggestion oj
publishing Service Records of recipients of Long Service
and Good Conduct Medals.
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HIS last month has
been a particularly
busy one for the Battalion,
as since our last* notes
appeared, we have returned
from Thursley Camp, had
a week's " rest," and are
now in the middle of a
fortnight's Brigade training.
At the same time we
manage to fit in several
Battalion
parades
for
rehearsing the trooping of
the Colours.
On Friday, July 6th,
Sir Arthur Paget paid the
Battalion a visit, and after having watched the
Battalion parade, he presented Long Service
and Good Conduct medals to C.S.M. Coaster,
Sgt.Drummer O'Dell and Pte. Woods. In
his speech, he praised the Battalion for their
good turn out and drill. He also con
gratulated L/Cpl. Lee of "C" Company,
who was Champion Shot in his class at Bisley,
and presented him with a cheque. It was
very pleasant to see our Colonel looking so
wonderfully fit.
At present the weather is appallingly hot
for this country and the. clothing we wear.
At the same time, we are carrying out Brigade
Training. This means long marches and long
schemes, but nobody seems any the worse
for it.
The ceremony of Trooping the Colour and
Presentation of new Colours by the Lord
Mayor of London has been fixed to take place
on the H.A.C. parade ground on Friday, July
27th. We hope all past members of the
Buffs will turn out to see the Battalion march
through the City with " drums beating, colours
flying and bayonets fixed."
Our doings at Bisley are recorded
elsewhere, but we must take this opportunity
to congratulate Lieut. J. G. Nicholson and
L/Cpl. Lee on the excellent show they put
up there.
Athletics have been very disappointing this
last month. None of our representatives in
the Army Individual Sports did any good at
all; in fact they nearly all came in last in
their heats.
In the Aldershot Command Unit Team
Championship, we also did very dis
appointingly. We scored three points, which
was better than last year when we got nil.

Our Three Miles Team were fourth and we
got fifth place in PuttingtheWeight. Our
Mile relay team also reached the final, but
failed to get in the first five.
Perhaps next
year we may do better, but only if more people
take an interest in it.
Capt. Sandilands paid us a visit the other
day, and is joining us early in August. Capt.
Keble is also joining us towards the end of
this month.
All ranks who served with Colonel Trevor
will sympathise with hini in the loss of his
wife. The Battalion was represented at the
funeral by Capt. Knight, Lieut. Knocker,
R.Q.M.S. Cook and O.R.Q.M.S. Ricketts.
Shooting.
It may well be said that the bard work put in at
practice by the Bisley team has borne fruit, for at the
conclusion of the A.R.A. meeting, besides winning one
championship, the Battalion had two representatives
in the Army Hundred.
The team moved over to Bisley on Saturday, June
23rd, and spent all that day and the next in practising
on the various ranges, some very good scores being
put up. Unfortunately, on Monday, . 25th, the fine
weather broke somewhat, and a catchy wind sprang
up. This, combined with continually varying light,
made shooting hone too easy : the results of the team's
efforts in the Roupell Cup, which was fired for that day,
were fairly satisfactory, however.
Tuesday, 26th, was an important day for upon the
results of the score obtained in the shoot for the
Robert's Cup, added to the previous day's score, hung
the chance of being included in the Army Hundred.
The weather was far from propitious, there being a
strong gusty wind from the left, accompanied at
intervals by violent storms of rain. Shooting was
continued in spite of weather conditions and most of
the team put up very creditable scores.
It was not until the following morning that anxious
minds were set at rest as to who would or would not
fire in the Army Hundred. Scores of a total of 149
and upwards (i.e., aggregate scores in the Roupell and
Robert's Cups) qualified; thus Lieut. Nicholson
with 176 and L/Cpl. Lee with 166 proved to he the
fortunate ones. When it is considered that there were
nearly 500 entrants in the two preliminary competitions
it will be seen that theirs was no mean performance.
In the 1st and 2nd stages combined of the Army
Championship, Lieut. Nicholson finished 47th with
a score of 299 and L/Cpl. Lee 68th with a score of 275,
the latter being the winner of the Young Soldiers'
Championship—in other words the prize for the best
shot in the Army at home having less than two years
service. Lieut. Nicholson, by virtue of his high place
in the Army Championship, was chosen to shoot for the
Bang's Medal, in which competition he scored 139,
finishing 67th out of the 100 selected entrants.
In the Lewis Gun and combined matches the team
did moderately well, but unfortunately no members
figured in the prize lists.
It is certain that all those who went to Bisley will
carry away, in addition to prizes won in competitions
and sweepstakes—there were not a few of the latter—
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General Sir Arthur Paget and Officers.

recollections of a very pleasant week. The experience
gained should be worth many points to those who may
be chosen to represent the Regiment again next year
and it is hoped that our successes may be greater.

ones absent being those who could not possibly attend
through illness. Those 011 the strength, off the strength
and all attached to the Battalion were invited.

The weather at first did not look very promising,
but very soon the sun appeared and shone brilliantly
the whole day. Seen off by the Commanding Officer,
Mrs. Crookenden and the Officers' Wives, and under
the charge of the Quartermaster and R.S.M., tbe
cliarabancs proceeded to Midhurst, where a short halt
was called.
By this time tbe sun
and wind had reddened many faces
'2nd Stage.
Grand Place. King's Place.
and given a promise of blisters to
Total.
Medal.
Army Hundred
come. After the short halt a direct
Cup.
run was made to Bognor and here
all the people were allowed to go
123
299
47
139
67
their own way. The Commanding
Officer and P.R.I, very kindly
made a cash allowance to all for
meals, an arrangement which made
everyone happy.

This year's results will go far to encourage Rifle
shooting in the Battalion and there should be 110
difficulty in picking out a really good team next
summer.
ARMY CHAMPIONSHIPS.
Is/ Stage.

Total.

Roupell Roberts'
Cup.
Cup.
Capt. C. R. B. Knight
Lt. J. O. Nicholson ...
C.S.M. J. Macwalter ...
C.Q.M.S. O. Fawcett ...
Sgt. A. Trice ...
.Sgt. II. Osborne
Bdm. J. Baker...
Pte. A. Lewry ...
L/Cpl. Lee
L/Cpl. Tracey ...
Pte. C. Cork

65
68
64
64
69
61
45
41
60
58
38

81
108
76
55
72
63
75
72
106
72
30

146
176
140
119
141
124
120
113
166
130
68

110

276 1st in Class C

Married Families Outing.
On June 5th the Married Families of the Battalion
proceeded to Bognor by Charabanc.
Six loads of
very cheery people turned up for this event, the only

6.30 was the detailed time for
return and at 6.40 all charabancs
were on the return journey. Tbe cool
of the evening was appreciated by all, as the sun had
caught many faces. All arrived back at Blenheim
Barracks at 9.30 p.m., tired, sunburnt and happy.
Altogether a jolly good day indeed.
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Annual Camp.
On Saturday, 16th June, 1928, the 2nd Battalion
The Buffs marched from Blenheim Barracks at 9 a.m.
on their way to occupy a Camp at a place called
Thursley in Surrey, having been detailed to relieve the
2nd Battalion The Norfolks.
All was merry and bright and except for a very few
minor casualties caused, no doubt, by the
excessive heat, the battalion arrived in camp at about
1.30 p.m.
It was a well situated place, in a large field
known as Beansides Field, where there was ample
room for recreational training, and such small worries
as parades.
Although the weather was generally of the best,
rain visited us on two or three occasions, but, owing
to the sandy nature of the subsoil, there was no mud,
and the ground was very quickly dried when the sun
came through to greet us again.
As there were several afternoons " spare " besides
one or two mornings, competitions were organised for
the benefit of all concerned. In the first place,
a ' rounders ' competition was inaugurated, which took
several sessions to reach the final. The final, between
the Corporals of Headquarter Wing and the No. 2 Team
of the Sergeants, took place on the afternoon of Friday,
29th June, the day before we left Camp. The latter
team was victorious by 19 points to 14 after a tie on
the first innings. As there was a supper given by the
P.R.I, in the N.A. and A.F.I, for the winning team,
the Sergeants gave the prize to "B" Company's No. 2
Team. Now Rounders is a familiar game to most
of us, but the way it was played in Thursley Camp
was amusing to watch. Some of the older hands
played the game with all skill in their power, and it
was exciting to see the striker standing stolidly in front
of the base, letting the ball go by him without
attempting to strike. Some good knocks were seen,
more especially by Captain Wilson of the Officers'
team. Then again, some very, simple catches were
given, which automatically put the whole side out.
The next sport to be organised was TugofWar,
which was well won by Headquarters No. 2 Team.
They pulled over "C" 1, "H.Q." 1, "A" 2, and finished
by beating 'M.G. 3. More suppers for the prize
winners. A few more of these impromptu Tugowar
matches should result in finding a very useful team for
the Battalion, as there was plenty of strain laid on the
ropes.
Following the Tugowar came Bayonet fighting,
or Bayonet fencing, as it is more familiarly known.
This was a win for "A" 1, who had their revenge on
"H.Q." 2,for the TugoWar in the very first round.
On Wednesday, 27th June, a Camp Fire SingSong
and beating of Tattoo by the Drums was arranged by
the able brains of the Quartermaster and Regimental
SergeantMajor, at which the residents of the local
villages of Thursley, Elstead and Witley were invited
to attend. Commencing at 9.30 p.m. with the ' First
Post,' the Drums beat Tattoo under Sergeant Drummer
P. O'Dell, closing at 10 p.m., when Professor
L.A.C.R.Y. Woods, C.B., E.F.C., M.C., O.S., N.A.A.F.I.
and Bar, etc., took the lead by saying a few preliminary
words to the multitude gathered together in the field.
These few words lasted a considerable time, after which
the above named professor led the whole population
present in community singing. Someone whispered
' Free Beer' during this, so everyone made merry,
and the singing went with a swing. A couple of solos
were rendered by Walton of the Machine Guns, and
then a Company singing competition was started,
which, according to the words of the Professor, resulted
in an easy win for Headquarter Wing. Apparently
the aforesaid Professor is very much attached to the

Wing, as he seemed to be highly delighted with their
efforts.
During the community singing, etc., various
fireworks, verey lights and S.O.S. rockets were
despatched on high by some members of what is now
known as the "C" Company " Guardsmen."
However, like all other good things, the Camp
Fire Concert came to an end at about 11.15 p.m., and
although the hour was very late, it was far too early
for some people. Still, according to whispers over
heard, everyone enjoyed themselves, and some of the
villagers " reckoned as 'ow they 'ad never seen nothin'
like it in all their born days."
To conclude the Camp, a tent pitching competition
was arranged, which took place on Friday evening,
29th June, and was fairly easily won by Headquarter
Wing. So according to the Camp, Headquarter Wing
are not such ' dankers ' as the Athletic Shield suggests.
Moreover, the Wing were minus the Band the whole
time, and the Drums were conspicuous by their absence
during the first week, as both Band and Drums were
busily engaged in the Aldershot Command Searchlight
Tattoo.
After all this excitement, the Camp came to a close
on Saturday, 30th June, the battalion marching out Of
camp at about 8.30 a.m. and arriving in Barracks just
after 1 p.m. A good fortnight, with hard work and
plenty of recreation, and the Battalion were as fit as
ever they were. Some of the men were actually
brown! (with the sun, we suggest). It is an
established fact that some would far sooner be back at
that Camp than in .barracks, as there was some
wonderful scenery round about that could be viewed
in comfort when not on operations. Still we must
look forward to next year and sincerely hope that
Thursley will be the lucky site for the Battalion and
STORIUS.

Sergeants' Mess.
Since our last attempt to describe our doings, we
have been to Battalion Camp, completed same, and
returned to Barracks. We are now in the throes of
Brigade Training, and in such spare time as is avail
able, very busy practising for the time when we shall
be presented with new Colours. This interesting
ceremony will have been almost forgotten by the time
the next issue of notes appears in The Dragon; at
least, if all goes well it will be, as it is hoped that the
presentation will take place about the 27th July on the
grounds of the Honourable Artillery Company. But
more of this anon, after it is completed.
Whilst we were out in Battalion Camp, everything
other than ' stunts ' was very quiet, but the Mess
managed to win a Rounders Competition. This was
a really very exciting event. At least it appeared so
to the writer, as there was plenty of applause at some
strokes made, but not at strokes or catches made by
the Sergeants! Why was that ? I suppose I must
find my own answer to that question. It was solely
because our supporters were easily outnumbered.
Further, we have got to that stage of life where we
can take our joys and sorrows quietly. But the
encouragement by supporters shows that enthusiasm
still runs very freely throughout the ranks. To
continue the story of the Rounders, in the final
the Sergeants beat the Corporals of Headquarter Wing:
after a tie in the first innings. The prize of a supper
to the winning team: was naturally not taken by the
Mess Team, but was handed over to a Team of "B"
Company, who played exceedingly well in the
competition, but were rather unlucky.
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Sergeants.

The next item of interest, after our return to
Barracks, was the visit of General the Right
Honourable Sir Arthur Paget, G.C.B., K.C.V.O., on the
6th July, when he presented Long Service and Good
Conduct Medals to C.S.M. Coaster, Sgt.Drmr. O'Dell
and Pte. Woods. After the ceremony and the march
past, the General was photographed first
with the
Officers, then with the Members of the Mess, and then
with the Corporals. It is very pleasing to note how
well the Colonel of the Regiment still hears himself,
despite his age. There is many a youngster envious of
the wonderful upright figure that appeared amongst
us ou this auspicious occasion.
During our training from Camp, the Regimental
SergeantMajor gained promotion in that lie was
converted into an Artillery Officer. How does he like
being a gunner ? We shall soon see him carrying an
18 pounder on manoeuvres instead of the customary
' Sixshooter ' of the Webley pattern. But he will not
get a crew to assist him in loading and firing.
Time presses greatly, so these notes will have to be
closed for this month, but we hope to be able to fill up
at least a whole page in the next issue, that is if the
Editor can spare the room. Wishing everyone
a glorious summer, S.M.2 will now close.
WUNNOVVEM.

Corporals' Room.
During the month Sir Arthur Paget visited and inspected the
Battalion and the Corporals had the great pleasure of having their
photo taken with him. The Battalion Reporter will he busy writing
up Sir Arthur Paget's visit, so I will say no more.
We congratulate L/Cpl. I,ee on his fine shooting at Bisley, where he
won the Championship in the Young Soldiers' Class.
Battalion Training is finished, hut Brigade Training is now occupy
ing half of our time and Drill Parades the other half, so we have no time
for entertainments at present.
Congratulations to L/Sgt. Stubberfield on liis appointment, although
we are sorry to lose liim. Congratulations also to Cpl. Strand on
obtaining a "D" at Shorncliffe.
The Corporals' Outing, which was to have heen held on July 25tli,
is now provisionally cancelled owing to the presentation of Colour? in
London on the 27th.
When this is over, the members will be quite ready for their
ten days' leave in August.
It was suggested some little while ago that a cricket match,
Sergeants v. Corporals should he played, but so far wc have heard no
more of it. As this would prove an interesting match, we will live in
hope.
ELDEVRE.

The Band.
I am afraid our notes this month will have to be
something like a donkey's gallop, short and sweet.
Writing is, at the best of times, a rather painful subject
and I venture to think most readers will agree with me
when I say that to write in the midst of a miniature
heat wave, taxes one's patience to the utmost.
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2nd Battalion, One Mile Relay Race Team.
Our Padre told us a very interesting story about
a certain Irish minister (not Scotch, for a change !)
who said that " sermons should be like a lady's skirt,
short enough to attract the interest, but long enough
to cover the subject." That story is going to apply
to my notes !
The Rand has just returned from a fairly successful
fortnight at Paignton. We met with a very good
reception, but we should have liked to have seen more
people in the town. However, I think the Devonshire
air, combined with the cream and fair damsels, helped
to give the men a rest after our strenuous efforts
at the Tattoo.
There is no need to write anything about the
Tattoo, as it was fully reported in all the daily papers ;
and anybody who has witnessed this grand pageant
can fully realise what work is required of the Bauds.
'Nuff said !
Now we have returned to barracks, and work ?
We cannot expect to " play " always. We are now
in the midst of Brigade Training and our rehearsals
for the Trooping of the Colours. By the time these
notes appear in The Dragon we hope to have received
our new colours. I shall then have a little more to
write about than I have now.
Our sports, of course, have been at a standstill,
owing to our trip to Paignton, but the boys are away
today, playing a cricket match against the Aldershot
County School. We wish them every success.
The members of the Baud would very much like to
hear from any of our old Bandsmen, and I can assure
any who care to write, that their letters will be
promptly answered. Any letters which are sent to
me, will be handed over to their qld chums, and if those
particular persons have gone away, the letters will be
forwarded. We hope, in the autumn, to try and
arrange a sort of reunion among our old friends. So
" don't forget to write !"
FATHER CROCHETS.

Machine Gun Platoon.
Our notes this month, I am sorry to say, must lie few and
far between, as we are simply up to our eyes in work, coupling Brigade
Training with our many rehearsals for the presentation of our new
colours and everyone is kept more than busy.
Just recently we spent a very enjoyable time at Thursley under
going Battalion Training, tiie weather for this period being in our favour
allowing everyone to return well sunburnt. Several sports and games
were wellorganised for tiie pleasure of the men during their few spare
hours, which I am certain were thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.
The Gunners have been selected to furnish the Colour Escort for
the presentation of our new colours, so that everyone has to put his best
foot forward to retain liis place in it and so shew the past Buffs, on the
day, in I.ondon, that there is still life in the Gunners yet.
We had a great day last Friday when General Sir A. Paget honoured
us with a visit to present Long Service and Good Conduct Medals.
We celebrated the occasion with a Ceremonial Parade which, I think,
made a great impression on the standard of the Battalion judging
by the General's speech to us after the parade.
A. GUNNER.

The Drums.
Here we are again, going strong. We are in tbe middle of Brigade
Training and we are getting well acquainted with our local training
grounds. We are also working hard 011 Trooping the Colour and
expect to do a good show later on in the month.
We are very sorry that we did not send our notes for last month in,
but owing to the " Aldershot Command Tattoo " we did not get much
time to spare.
We have played a few games of Cricket. The first we lost to the
Band, but we made up for this by beating the Employed and Signals.
All tiie Drums send their hearty congratulations to Sgt. Alien on
his promotion to that rank and hope to see him with a crown on liis
arm before lie is finished.
Ou looking round we find that we shall lie losing a lot of our old
soldiers shortly, as quite a lot of them complete their time between now
and the beginning of next year.
We offer our very best wishes to Capt. FosterHall, 51.C., 011 his
engagement to 5fiss Margaret Ellis.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
How long lias Peanut held his appointment and who gave it to
him ?
Does a certain Drummer still like his puffpuff and dolly and will
he take them to the hot country with him if he goes ?
Is Dusty going to sign on or take liis chance with Harry ?
STICKS.
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The Corporals.
" A " Company.
When concluding last month's notes we were looking forward to
Battalion Training in Camp at Thursley, not with any particular
excitement, but nevertheless, looking forward to it, and hoping for
good weather, which we got with a vengeance, for 1 think it was quite
the best the Battalion lias experienced during training since its arrival
back in England in 1923.
The training was not hard and several items of sport were introduced
to break the monotony of Camp life, such as games of rounders, tug
of war and Spring Bayonet Fencing between Company teams.
In the first two events mentioned, the Company did not go very
far, but I must dwell a little on the Bayonet Fencing because we won
that Competition and that will help to bear out my boast which I made
last mouth about our chances of being Champion Company.
It was not until several hard fights that we came home the winners,
the hardest of these being with "C" Company in the final.
A bit of amusement was caused when both teams began to shuffle
themselves so as to have a good man who was almost sure to win, up
against a man who knew very little about the game. This did not
pay quite as well as it was expected to, for when L/Sgt. Stubberfield
("C" Company), fought Pte. Dunkling ("A" Company), the result
surprised everyone, though I think the latter was more surprised than
anyone else when tic returned as victor. He would have had a pat on
the back, but it is such a job to borrow a ladder of that height in Cainp.
The following is a list of the team :—L/Sgt. Annan (Captain);
Sgt. Page; Cpls. Fagg, Johnson, Kelly; L/Cpls. Barr and Beal;
Ptes. Dunkling and Pettitt.
General Sir Arthur Paget paid the Battalion a visit last week and
a full account will, no doubt, be found elsewhere in this issue
Number 3 Platoon have been worrying me to have a rub at
" Aussie "so I suppose I had oetter oblige.
On one of his jaunts into the " City " of Thursley, he became quite
attached to a " youhg " Damsel of the sweet age of seventy or there
abouts, and he did not like tiie idea of coming away and leaving her,
and the following is a copy of a Love I.vric which he sent to her :—
Dear Heart of mine, no one can tell
What pain this parting causes me.
My heart beats fast and my breast doth swell,
Oh ! Darling, how I love thee.

This love affair did not last long, though, for I understand that
Freddie has quite recovered and is now " hanging his hat up " to
Pullman, who does not appear to resent his attentions.
Owing to rather a busy month and also to the fact that I have been
away from the Battalion for quite a number of days, my notes must be
rather short, but before closing 1 must sympathise with Ginger for being
unable to find words with which to retaliate ou his tormentors of last
month.
Probably when the call of Juty is a little less insistent, he will have
more time in which to express himself.

HEARD ON TRAINING.
Officer, to one of Intelligence Party : " Have you any Intelligence ? "
'I.P. Man : " No, Sir."

" B " Company.
What a shock ! Our fortnight of Camp was splendid. We marched
to Thursley on the 16th and our first impression was a good one and,
on the whole, lasting.
Between the periods of Training tilings were made very enjoyable
by competitions such as Rounders and BayonetFencing, and to cap
all, a camp fire concert (with refreshment).
There isn't a doubt that if the Americans had seen us at Rounders,
they would have immediately looked for some other national sport,
so easy did some of the teams make it look.
One team of the company is to be congratulated on being able to
enjoy the supper given to the winners of this competition.
The Sergeants' No. 1 team won the competition, but very kindly
gave it to the winning Privates' team. They were ably led by a captain
whose NondePlume is " Uncle Charlie."
The weather on the whole was quite good, in fact, on most days,
large numbers could be seen trickling towards the Swimming Pond
although the water resembled mud. One member of the company
was particularly pleased about it as he learnt to swim in it. (Being
too large to present to him and also not being able to get it in his
haversack, lie lias maybe forgotten how to swim by this time). Any
how, now it is all over, we hope to have as nice a place next year.
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Brigade Training commenced ou the 9th and.so far the weather
has favoured us.
Our spare days are fully occupied with rehearsals for the
Presentation of Colours, due to take place 011 the 27th ; we hope to
show them that we can drill.
We welcome to the Company fourteen of the draft from the Depot
and hope they " ill soon settle down to this whirlwind of training ;
there are better times to come. Mention of that reminds me, every
one is looking forward to the 4th of August to come along to speed the
first batch on ten days' leave.
Sgt. Cox has left us for a course at Hythe and we wish him luck
and hope he will return with a "D."

" C " Company.
We have had a rather busy lime this month. Battalion Training
finished, we have turned our attention to Brigade Training, and have,
so far, done one week, and, of course, have more to do.
On account of the prowess of the Company, as mentioned in my
notes of last month, The Sports Shield has been awarded to 11s and so
I fail to see how we can possibly afford to give away any " Goddard's,"
even if our friendly rivals are hard up for it.
In reply to "A" Company's notes, we thank them, with all due
modesty, for their kind remarks on our performance this r ear. We
shall certainly look forward to, and enjoy, a fight against them
for points next year. I am afraid that my notes last month rather
dispel the notion of " Danker C1926." But still, good luck, "A"
Company, you have some good men and should lie able to creep into
second place next year.
In the Army Championship Shoot, Lieut. Nicholson gained 47th
place and L/Cpl. I.ee, 83rd. Lieut. Nicholson qualified to shoot for
the King's Medal anil I,/Cpl. Lee won the Championship in the Young
Soldiers' Class. In the A.C.S.A.M. qualifying rounds of Match 19,
No. 10 Platoon came first with the time of 3 mins. 10 sees. In Match
20, "C" Company took third place. Further results will be published
later. In the Hopton Cup Competition, I.ieut. Nicholson did some fine
shooting, getting 19 out of a possible 20 at Snapshooting.
Last week, General Sir Arthur Paget visited and inspected the
Battalion. On this occasion, L/Cpl. Lee came in for a few words of
congratulation 011 his shooting from Sir Arthur.
No doubt a full account of the visit will be recorded by the
Battalion Scribe, so I do not intend to say any more on the subject.
Wc offer our congratulations to I,/Sgt. Stubberfield 011 liis appoint
ment, also to L/Sgt. Man who, we are given to understand, soon leaves
us to go to the R.M.C.
We have had another Draft from the Depot and six of them have
found their way into "C." We extend them the welcome hand and
hope that they will soon settle down and make themselves at home.
There is 110 question as to the desire, 011 the part of recruits, to learn
all the ropes. One of them has so far asked two questions :—(i) Does
the ArmourerStaffSergeant play in the Band ? (ii) Where is Evelyn
Wood ? (Is this a question involving Map Reading, or is he interested
in the ladies ?)
Next month I hope to be able to write a few lines on a visit to
London, which should prove very interesting.
EL.DEVRE.

Territorial Army.
Infantry Units at full strength.
Besides a fair proportion of Artillery batteries, and
one
Yeomanry
regiment
(Yorkshire
Dragoons)
a number of Infantry Battalions are now approximately
at full strength. The following table gives the strength
of these battalions in relation to establishment as at
1st July :—
Establishment. Strength.
Officers

Other
Ranks

Officers

20
20
21
20
20
20

636
636
636
636
636
636

18
24
16
23
19
20

642
635
633
635
641
631

20
20
20
20

640
640
640
637

16
16
24
19

633
640
622
622

6th Durham Light Infantry
7th
.
8th
.
9th
.
The Hallamshire Battalion
York and Lanes. Regt. ....
4th Bit. The Buffs
,
4tli Bn. R. Welch Fusiliers
5th Bn.
.
1st Bn. Monmouthshire Regt .
3rd Bn.
,,
,,
The London Scottish (14th
London Regt.)
.
5/6th B11. A. & S. Highrs. ....
8th
6th Cameronians
,

20
20
20
20

636
636
636
636

17
20
15
19

Other
Ranks

679
636
637
644

Beneath Bell Harry.
I T might appear at
L first
sight a con
fession of weakness to start
these notes with that last
hope of all subeditors, the
weather, but the heat wave
has a subtle way of
obtruding itself upon our
notice that renders im
mediate reference to it
imperative.
During
the
past month kingdoms may
have waxed and waned,
but to the author (we
always
call
ourselves
an *" author" 011 these
occasions ; it sounds rather
" big" and anyway it
cannot
be contradicted
until next month). The
heat of Canterbury in general and the Depot in
particular seems to call for special mention. Never
have the swimming baths enjoyed such an unbroken
run of popularity. Sandwich, Heme Bay, Whitstable,
Reculver and bittlestone have all been visited for
a bathe at one time or another. The Barrack square
grills in the heat and khaki drill shorts and shirt sleeves
are the " rig of the day." Of course, even in a heat
wave soldiers will be soldiers and most wear their
thickest winter underclothing—then the Sgt.Major
gets hold of the squad and they wish they hadn't !
Cricket has gone 011 undisturbed by the climate and
with varying fortunes for us. In one match only,
that against Faversham, was there any rain and then
only summer showers. The results can be seen in the
table below. Here also may be seen amongst the
chief rungetters Capt. J. Willows and Cpl. F. Drake.
But then Capt. Willows gets so many wickets, too—
variation of pace and flight of the ball he modestly
puts it down to. It should, however, be seen to be
appreciated and for preference a position ou the
boundary should be selected for this somewhat
dangerous performance. Nevertheless local teams are
full of sadder and wiser men and that is what counts,
after all.
June 20.

Depot The Buffs v. R.A.P.C.
The Buffs, 1st Innings, 09 (Cpl. Drake, 35).
R.A.P.C., 1st Innings, 64 (H. Amos, 25 ;
Sgt. Tutt, 5 for 33).
June 27. Depot The Buffs v. Heme Bay College C.C.
IIerne Bay College C.C., 1st Innings, 144
for 4 dec. (Sherwood, 73 ; D. Smith, 40
not out).
Depot The Buffs, 1st Innings, 146 for 6
(Cpl. Drake, 77).
June 30. Depot The Buffs v. Faversham G.P.W.C.C.
Depot The Buffs, 1st Innings, 110 for S dec.
Faversham G.P.W.C.C., 1st Innings, 119
for 5 (S. Gore, 82 not out).
On July 1st a team from the 2nd Battalion came
down for three days cricket. The team consisted of
Major J. V. R. Jackson, Messrs. King, Bruce, Dare,
Parry and Connolly, who were staying with us. The
rest "of the side consisted of Sgt. Sidwell, L/Cpl.
Edwards, Ptes. Sparkes, New and Boy Payment.
They were opposed by the Depot side 011 Monday,
July 2nd, and we contrived to defeat the visitors after
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a close match. It must have seemed quite like old
times to Lieut. Dare, batting once more 011 the Depot
ground. We were pleased to see that he maintained
his usual position as one of the opening pair. Indeed
contributed an useful 18, before being bowled by
W. O. Collins.
The following day a combined Depot and 2nd
Battalion team played the Guards' Depot. This
match was remarkable for two things ; firstly, a bright
innings by Capt. Willows of 36, well backed up by Sgt.
Burville with 32, who between them, pulled the
match off when all seemed lost, and secondly, the fine
fielding of the Guards' Depot, Lieut. Sir T. Faulkner
in particular.
The last day of the tour the 2nd Battalion, with
Capt. Willows and W.O. Collins to assist them, visited
Heme Bay College. To say we were decisively
defeated is hardly overstating the facts.
DEPOT THE BUFFS

V.

2ND BN. THE BUFFS.

THE DEPOT.

Is/ Innings.
Lt. F. G. Crozier, b Sidwell
2
Cpl. Drake, b Connolly
19
Sgt. Burville, c Bruce, b Sidwell 17
I,t. Penlington, c Connolly, b
Sidwell
17
Capt. Willows, c Sparkes, b
Sidwell
0
Sgt. Tutt, not out
43
.Sgt,Smith, c Jackson, b Sidwell 0
Pte.Ashton.c Sparkes,b Connolly II
E/S.Payne,st Bruce,b Connolly
2
Pte.Brookes,c Edwards,b ConnollyO
W.O. Collins, did not bat.
Extras
8
Total

119

2nd Innings.
b New
c King, b Parry
b Sparkes

1
22
14

c Connolly, b Parry

0

c Jackson, b Sidwell
b Sparkes
b Sparkes
e Bruce, b Sidwell
run out
not out
b Sidwell
Extras

31
0
0
5
2
0
0
9

Total

84

PAGET

269
AT

TIIE

DEPOT.

2XU BATTALION.

1st Innings.
Lt. Parry, b Collins
Lt. Dare, b Collins
I,t. Connolly, c and b Collins...
Sgt. Sidweli, c Collins, b Payne
Maj.Jackson,e Burville,b Payne
Pte. New, e Ashtcn, b Payne...
I,t. King, c Drake, b Payne....
Lt. Bruce, not out
Boy Ravment, b Payne
L/Cpl. Edwards, run out
Pte. Sparkes,e Crozier,!) Payne
Extras
Total

THE BUFFS

0
18
28
10
4
0
8
11
3
4
0
9
95

Gdsm. Hughes, b Willows
Gdsm. G. Harrison, not out—
Extras
Total

Total

0
4
23
15
0
1
0
2
6
3
16
11
81

GUARDS' DEPOT.

V.

GUARDS' DEPOT.

Is/ Innings.
Capt.Pyin.c Connolly,b Tutt....
Mr. Proctor, b Connolly
L/Sgt. Pratt, run out
Gdsm. Harrison, b Tutt
Lt. Hayden, b Tutt
Sir T. Faulkner", e Connolly, b
Tutt
L/Sgt. Richards, lbw, Willows
Gdsm. Cox, b Tutt
L/Sgt. Watkius, lbw, Willows

2nd Innings.
b Brookes
c Drake, b Brookes
c Penlington, b Crozier
c Collins, b Crozier
b Brookes
b Smith
not out
c Payne, b Ashton
lbw. Smith
c Drake, b Crozier
b Smith
Extras

THE BUFFS.

20
10
0
1
42
0
13
8
0
0
0
4
99

2s/ Innings.
Lt. Parry, b Proctor
Lt. Connolly, b Hughes
Cpl. Drake, b Proctor
I,t. Penlington, b Hughes
Lt. Dare, c Cox, b Proctor

3
6
0
5
5

Maj.Jackson,c Hughes,b Proctorl4
Sgt. Tutt, lbw Cox
11
Capt.Willows,c Cox,b Proctor 36
Sgt.Burville,c Hughes,b .Sir T.
Faulkner
32
L/Sgt. Payne, 1) Proctor
5
W.O. Collins, not out
1
Extras
7
Total

125

DEPOT THE BUFFS V. LITTLEBOURNE C.C.
1st Innings, Depot The Buffs, 81 (Cpl. Drake, 22 ; Lt. Penlington, 21).
1st Innings, Littlebourne, 74 (Sgt. Tutt, 4 for IS; Cant. Willows, 3 for
17). '
Played on 7th July,H928.
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V.

PLUCKLEY C.C.

1st Innings, Pluckley, 120 (Underdown, 49 not out).
1st Innings, Depot The Buffs, 121 (Cpl. Drake, 36 ; Capt. Willows, 32).
Played on 14th July, 1928.

On July 4th The Depot was visited and inspected
on parade by our Colonel, Sir Arthur Paget. After
the inspection Sir Arthur presented the Long Service
and Good Conduct Medal to Pte. Lewry, who has now
completed 18J years service. Congratulating him, Sir
Arthur pointed out that Pte. Lewry still had many
years to put in if he hoped to equal his own long record.
Sir Arthur expressed himself as well satisfied with tiie
healthy look and clean turnout of our recruits. We
were all very pleased to have him with us again and
hope we shall see him again in the same good health
and spirits on August 19th.
On July 11th the Nive Squad joined the 2nd
Battalion, under the command of Capt. C. J. Wood,
M.C., so we are left now with only one squad, the
Orthes Squad. There are, however, now a nucleus of
eight in the forming squad and we hope soon to be able
to complete this squad.
The Commanding Officer's Medal for Physical
Training was won by Pte. Orchin, the competition
being held on the 9th July, two days before the
departure of the draft.
Squad Shot—Pte. Orchin.
Over 85 points—Ptes. Fletcher and Stephens.
Lieut. Boucher home from Bareilly came to assist
us against Pluckley Village. We were pleased to see
him looking so well. We understand he is spending
his leave salmon fishing in Co. Galway.
Lieut. Airy is still at Aldershot, developing the
" P.T. figure " and daily becoming more " agile."
We extend a hearty welcome to 2/Lt. Hamey who
as an officer of the Supplementary Reserve is doing
his attachment at the Depot. We expect hini with
us for a month, so he will be a useful addition to the
Depot Cricket Team.
Preparations for Cricket Week are now in full swing
and we can only hope that this glorious weather will
continue and make up for the many days lost last year.
F.G.C.
Sergeants' Mess.
Much credit is due to R.S.M. Potter who, assisted
by Sgt. Smith, has for some time past in the evenings
been training the Canterbury Boy Scouts for Torch
light Tattoo shows in aid of local charities. These
youngsters have been taught'to perform the various
movements with marvellous precision, and as one of
the interested onlookers may I congratulate them all
on their splendid performances.
On June 20th the Ladies' Branch of the Cork Club
attended in full force for a charabanc tour, and from
what I was allowed to ascertain, they all enjoyed
themselves—especially in Dreamland at Margate.
On their return to the Mess they found an excellent
supper awaiting them, which proved to be a very sound
idea, too.
And whilst everyone possible was in attendance
it was decided to be the most favourable opportunity
for giving Sgt. and Mrs. Martin a real good sendoff
into civvy life, Sgt. Martin having completed 22 years
service and decided to go to pension.
Our parting gift took the shape of a handsome clock
which R.S.M. Potter, having first told us how well Sgt.
Martin had served the old mob, asked Capt. A. Corney,
M.B.F., to present, which was done with musical
honours.
We are glad to be able to state that Sgt. Martin's
housing problem has been easily overcome and that
he also has employment with the T.F. at Folkestone.
We also wish both he and Mrs. Martin the best
of health and luck in the future.

During the evening the Mess Shooting Cup was also
presented to S.I.M. Watson, he having won it for 1927,
and it was filled in the usual way and passed round for
necessary action.
The evening ended in Sgt. and Mrs. Martin being
" tabled " and the rest of us giving them an " Auld
LangSyne " sendoff.
On the 21st June (the day after the night before)
C.S.M. Howard and Sgts. Smith, Rowe and Fletcher,
with C.Q.M.S. Taylor as trainer, took their places in
a Depot Pushball Team which was matched against
other teams in a local Fete in aid of charity. Needless
to say our team.gave a good account of itself, but could
not be expected to reach as high in the air as the
Guards' Depot team, and so had to be satisfied with
second place. It was a very creditable performance
and many kicks and bruises, as well as torn shirts,
were sportingly shared.
On 23rd June we held our Annual Outing and
proceeded on a circular tour by charabanc, this form
of recreation being well patronised at the present time.
Leaving the Mess at 8 a.m. we proceeded to
Ashford, where we halted for half an hour; then on
to Selling, Hythe and Sandgate, en route to Folkestone,
where we spent three hours, a very excellent lunch
being provided at Flessati's Cafe.
From Folkestone we proceeded to Dover, Deal,
Sandwich and Ramsgate, where tea was provided at
the Belle Vue Tea House, and before leaving for
Margate we faced the camera man, and Mrs. Potter
distributed silver to the kiddies for disposal on arrival
there.
Dreamland as usual took everybody's fancy and
much merriment ensued, especially on the " Grey
hounds."
Here we ran into S.Sgt. K. Cornwall and his wife,
who are at present on leave in the U.K., and they
accompanied us, in their car, back to Canterbury.
During the short halt at Sarre we were pleased to find
an old Buff in the person of Dmr. Fasham, doing very
well as a Market Gardener.
On arrival at the Mess a convivial half an hour put
the finishing touches to a perfect day, for which we all
tender our thanks to those responsible for running
the show.
On 4th July, General the Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur Paget,
G.C.B., K.C.V.O., Colonel of the Regiment, inspected
the Depot, and when visiting the Mess once again
shewed his real enthusiasm in our shooting capabilities
by leaving a splendid gift for competition on the rifle
range, and in accepting the gift R.S.M. Potter assured
our Colonel of our appreciation for his kind thought.
L/Sgt. Chapman recently rejoined from a course of
instruction at the School of Education, where he
obtained a " D," on which we heartily congratulate
him.
During the month Mr. Fmmerson (exSgt. Tailor,
1st Bn.) and Mr. Croucher (exSgt., 2nd Bn.) have
both paid us a visit, and Sgt. Sidwell, M.M., came
along with the 2nd Battalion cricket team.
The following members of the Mess are now finding
places in the Depot Cricket Team, which is quite a good
effort indeed: W.O. Collins, C.Q.M.S. Taylor, Sgt.
Smith, Sgt. Tutt, Sgt. Burville, Sgt. Gibson and L/Sgt.
Payne, whilst Sgt. Shorter is scorer and Mr. Follett
umpire.
On 13th July the Corporals entertained us to
a convivial evening on the occasion of the reopening
of the Corporals' Room after renovation following the
outbreak of fire there on 15th May last.
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Corporals' Room.
Since last month, the only two things of consequence that have
happened have been the Annual Outing and the Opening of our Room.
The outing took place on Wednesday, lltli and the members,
having.decided on Southend as their destination, went there via Heme
Bay and came back via Chatham. There were only a very few, how
ever, who attended, but those that did go did not let that worry them
a bit. To start with, they got on the wrong train which landed them in
Ramsgate and so had to pay 25/ between them fora taxi back to Heme
Bay. On arrival there they were welcomed by having to make a
spirited dash along the pier (threequartersofamile) to catch the boat.
Of course as soon as they were on board the first tiling was a drink,
then more drinks and still more, till on reaching Southend at 1 o'clock,
everybody including Rachael, was just a little merry. I think every
body thoroughly enjoyed their five hours' stay in Southend for there
seemed to be plenty of tears being shed asthe boat wasleaving at 6.15 for
Chatham. On reaching Chatham, there being an hour to wait for the
train, they all made a dive for the nearest church and stopped there
until the last possible moment. Then, after a good sleep in the train,
they all arrived back together at halfpast eleven, all having thoroughly
enjoyed themselves and regretting having had to come back.
On Friday, 13th, the Corporals' Room having been redecorated,
a smoking concert was held to which the members of the Sergeants'
Mess were invited. I am glad to say they arrived in force and had,
I trust, a very good time. Several good turns were given and I must
especially thank Mr. Dolbear and the Guards' N.C.O.'s who attended,
for their excellent performances. Once again C.S.M. Howard and
Sgt. Smith gave us their individual turns which everybody enjoyed.
We obtained an extension till 10.30 and the only regret was that we
could not stop longer. Cpl. Crass as President, Cpl. Richards, as
Treasurer, ran the show and were helped by a few volunteers to whom
we are indebted for having given us an excellent turnout.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
How did Nancy manage to run the length of Heme Bay Pier and did
he make up for it on the boat ?
How many addresses did Charlie bag during the outing and has he
written to them all yet ?
What does Fred mean when he mumbles about the three S's ?
What made " Pay Corps " get up and sing ?
Did Paddy practice ids drill at Southend ? and has she got her head
back yet ?
A.S.

Trained Men's Notes.
The one topic this month is the Outing of the Trained Men to
Southend, on Saturday, the 7th of July.
We started casuallike, about 9 a.m. and caught a train to Heme
Bay where we arrived before they opened, so we boarded our boat and
started to " Get Cracking." We split up into various groups, some
went up top Jazzing, others were interested in the " Wet" and one
(Gammon) had nothing else but eyes for his " little passion flower."
The remainder of us amused ourselves by playing various games of
amusement.
Eventually we arrived at Southend where Stuart opened the ball
by opening a Cockle Shop (all buckshee), with the kind assistance of
Billy (Yank.) and then we split up again and went various ways.
Everyone of us enjoyed ourselves during our short stay in South
end and it was no uncommon sight to bump into one of the " 'erbs "
with a couple of girls. Of course our " Womenhater," (Boxall) would
have nothing to do with them until five girls suddenly took a great
liking for him and threw Mm kisses in a teashop. (And they say
womenhaters don't blush).
We spent a thoroughly good time at Southend and everybody was
sorry when the time came to leave, but alas, our boat was in] so aboard
we went and eventually arrived at Chatham. (And Harry was still
looking at his passion flower), where such places as "The Empire
Theatre" and "Casino," and "The King's Hotel" caught our eye,
so away we went, to wliicli ever place our heart was set on and finally,
we caught our train to Canterbury, arriving home happy, although a
bit sad at having to leave behind us such a glorious place as Southend.
We, one and all, thank our Commanding Officer, Adjutant, and our
President, the R.S.M., for their kindness in granting us a Saturday
for our Outing, and we were all sorry our president was unable to come
with us.
As we are not allotted a great amount of space, I will leave our
Cricket notes and General Notes over till next month.
A great amount of credit is due to Pte. lamming, the Trained Men's
Cork Club Secretary, for his untiring efforts to make our Club, Smokers'
and Outing the successes they have been and we all thank him for what
he has done for the trained men of this Depot.
EVERYBODY.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
How did the womenhater like his eggs baked ? Ask Jim.
And does he like kisses thrown at him ?
Who washed a suit of canvas in a mug of water ? Was it Claudie.
And is he the cork fiend ? Ask everyone.
Has Yank turned demon bowler ?
Who holds the record from the " Casino to Chatham Station." ?
Is it Yank, Fred and Bottles ?
And is a firstclass carriage handy sometimes ? Ask the 'Erbs ?

BOTTLES.

271

4th Battalion.
HIS month news is scarce
and really I have very
T
little to say. Most of our detach

ments have more or less closed
their drill halls for the summer
months. The Drums are playing
retreat at Whitstable on the
22nd and are also attending at
Church parade with the Whit
stable Detachment on that date.
We hope to be able to send
up a detachment to be present
at the presentation of Colours to
the 2nd Battalion on July 27th.
If funds are available there
should be a good muster from the
Battalion to join in the march
to the Cathedral on August I9th
at Canterbury.
Our new Bde.Comdr., Col.
Braine, visited Canterbury, Littlebourne, Dover,
Sandwich and Ramsgate drill halls on Friday, 13th.
Recruiting for the Battalion since camp has been
most satisfactory. Now is the time to join ; it is much
better than enlisting just before Camp and coming
there with little or no military knowledge.
The Brigade Rifle Meeting is being held in
September, possibly at Dover, but failing there at
Shoreham, owing to the difficulty of obtaining a Range.
J.R.

"C" (Weald) Company,
Brevity is the soul of these notes, but the standard of wit is not
guaranteed.
The hay is in the field and the writer should be, but the Weald
Company:—
(а) Most heartily congratulate "A" Company on winning the
Harris Shield—a jolly good effort! It is wonderful how a little taste
of Active Service smartens up the troops. Unfortunately there are
very few Jews in the Weald.
(б) We cannot spare the Shield for more than a year.
(c) We all thoroughly enjoyed Camp.
The writer visited the Camp site a fortnight afterwards and the
Weald Company Lines were still far and away the smartest.
(d) We have not yet officially welcomed Lieut. Geering and 2/Lt.
Machin to the Company. We do so most heartily and furthermore
congratulate the latter on his engagement which followed his gazette
almost immediately. It is wonderful how attractive a Buff is.
(e) We are very glad to hear that Lieut. Geering has now completely
recovered from his accident in Camp. His early departure was a great
regret to us all, no less than to himself we believe, and we wish him
better luck next time.
(/) We are very pleased that the Commanding Officer has a further
extension of Command. It is difficult to picture the Battalion without
him.
(g) We congratulate Pte. Knight on his success in the Lewis Gun
Competition in Camp.
(h) We are glad to hear that Mrs. Dennis has recovered from the
effects of her accident.
(i) Finally, a word of thanks to our new Adjutant, Quartermaster
and R.S.M. for their efforts on our behalf in Camp, not forgetting
" Daddy" Keeler who was always floating round with everready
advice and help.
And so to the hayfield !
A.E.L.H.

"D" Company.
Since the last issue of The Dragon, a few changes have taken place
in "D" Company, one of which is a change in the PartTime Instructor
at Folkestone. Sgt. Martin, late of Depot The Buffs, Canterbury,
has taken over these duties from C.Q.M.S. Philpott and we wish him
every success in his new sphere of life and feel confident that all tbe
Members of the Folkestone Detachment will give him their best service.
We cannot dose this matter without expressing our thanks for past
services to C.Q.M.S. Philpott who has held this appointment ever
since the reorganisation of the Battalion after the War.
The Drums have had a busy month, having been much in demand
for engagements. On Saturday, 7th July, they were engaged to play
in the grounds of Dover College on the occasion of Old Boys' Day.
They played before a very large audience of Parents, Old Boys and
Present Boys and judging by the prolonged applause at the end of
each tune, the audience were more than satisfied. The Headmaster,
W. S. Lee, Esq., M.A., J.P., expressed his own personal approbation
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of The Drums and we hope that this will not only be an Annual Event
but will assist the Company in future cooperation with the Officers
Training Corps of Dover College. On Wednesday, 11th July, The
Drums offered their services to Eythorne on the occasion of a Charity
Fete and we cannot express our feelings better than by thanking the
Rev. Moore, M.C., (the Rector of Eythorne) and his helpers for the very
excellent time they gave the Drummers. The crowning effort of The
Drums so far, this month, took place on Wednesday, 18th July, on the
occasion of " Beating Retreat" on the Sea Front, at Dover. Never
has there been such a large audience at any similar performance in
Dover, over 4,000 people being present, and never have The Drums
appeared to better advantage nor have they ever played better. Sgt.
Drumjner Tripp is to be highly congratulated on the excellent turn
out of his Drummers and when they appear in the near future in Red
Uniforms, all other Corps of Drums in Dover who take their turn each
Wednesday, will have to seriously look to their laurels. Wc should
like to take this opportunity of thanking Major Field, Commanding
The Depot, for allowing Sgt. Smith to come to Dover to take the Big
Drum for us and we would also like to thank Sgt. Smith for the splendid
spirit lie has shown in volunteering to do so ; we would like to remind
our Regular colleagues of The Buffs that we claim Sgt. Smith as " one
of ours " as we trained him to become a soldier in 1914 as a Terrier !!!
The boys of The Gordon Boys' Home in Dover were the guests of the
Company at the Beating of Retreat and we have decided to take them
under our wing and under the tuition of Sgt.Drummer Tripp teach
them to play fifes.
It was a source of great pleasure to us to have with us at the
" Beating of Retreat," MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B.,
K.C.M.G.; once again he has conclusively proved to us the very great
interest he takes in the " Terrier " Battalion, in fact he " sticks to us
like a real " Terrier." We were also delighted to have with us our own
Commanding Officer, Colonel E. B. Burns, Major Foster (Chairman of
the Dover Branch of The Past and Present Association The Buffs),
Captain G. D. Bacon, M.C. and Lieut. E Parrisli. Such support is
exceedingly encouraging.to All Ranks at Dover.
Next Sunday The Drums proceed to assist our Whitstable Detach
ment and we hope they will give a good account of themselves and be
of help to our comrades there.
The Drums are looking forward to the annual visit to The Depot
in August for the Reunion of the Past and Present Association.
The Dover Detachment of the Company is busy in preparing and
organising a Grand Oriental Fair to be held in the Drill Hall and the
Garrison Grounds adjoining, on Wednesday and Thursday, 15th and
16th August, in aid of Local Charities. A Grand Carnival Procession
will take place on the Monday previous, 13th August, leaving the Drill
Hall at 7 p.m. sharp.

Mrs. Smithers.
A TRIP TO THE DERBY.

"~^"ES my dear " spoke Mrs. Smithers. " My old
X man says its no dud of an 'orse—its a cert.
Why, 'e was told by one of the waiters in the orficers'
mess that it'll come in like 'ot cakes."
Mrs. Scrubbers sat up in her chair, glided her right
hand across her mouth and, after wiping her face with
the end of Mrs. Smither's tablecloth, replied " Of
course yer'll tell me the 'orse's name—won't yer Mrs.
Smiwers ?"
" Oh yes my dear. I as no objection only yer rfmst
keep it a secret where it came from. It was like this
'ere—the waiter was aserving soup at dinner when
all the orficers were talking about the 'orse which
was agoing to win. All of a sudden 'e dropped some
soup on the Major's new mess jacket. ' Damn you—
damn you ! put it all on whilst you're about it' yelled
the Major. So everyone's adoin' it."
" Doin' what, Mrs. Smiwers ?"
" Oh Dam you my dear."
" My word. Yer've never called me a swear thing
like that in all me life ; me, the muvver of six young
little Buffs and the wife of an 'usband
"
" Whatever are yer talking about, Mrs. Scrubbers ?
That's the name of the 'orse that's agoin' to win the
Derby. Yer know—my old man's just like a scarlet
runner : so. full of beans 'e is. There aint much about
'orses which 'e don't know about. Why, when 'e was
on the transport there wasn't an 'orse in the regimental
stable that didn't take a sort of family interest in 'im.
And yer ought to see 'im mounted—oh, 'e did look
like Mr. Donaghue ; the 'orse would sink down in the
middle like a kind of pre'istoric canoe and
"
" We aint atalking about ' rocking ' 'orses, is we
Mrs. Smiwers ?"

" What! 'ow dare you slander my old man " replied
Mrs. Smithers very indignantly. " No, Mrs. Scrubbers
—it was a real one with four legs which ' kicks' and
a mouth which ' bites '; when I think of the 'undreds
of times poor Mr. Smiwers 'as been bitten almost to
pieces, and your old man aint 'ad as much as a scratch,
I can't 'elp thinking Mr. Smiwers is an 'ero."
" Don't talk about your 'usband " answered Mrs.
Scrubbers. " Why, both me and Mr. Scrubbers as
been bitten—not 'undreds of times—but fousands.
The last time we sat together on the sands at Margate
—oh it was a lovely day—we was bitten inside out and
came 'ome
"
" I've never 'eard such rubbish in me life. What
ever are your talking about ?" interjected Mrs.
Smithers. " I'm afraid me dear, yer don't understand,
much about 'orses and yer're simply 'opeless."
" I understands quite well what yer means, Mrs.
Smiwers. To say my old man never 'ad a scratch
is—well, just yer go to Margate yerself and see."
" Just let me speak for one second, Mrs. Scrubbers.
Now when we gets to Epson we must 'ave a bit on both
ways on the 'orse we fancies. Its quite simple to do
it and I 'spects we'll win quite a lot of money."
" I quite agrees wiv yer, Mrs. Smiwers. Some
'orses 'ave an 'ahit of running 'ome again when the
race starts and what you says will stop their little
game—won't it my dear ?"
" You idiot, Mrs. Scrubbers. It simply means
that if the 'orse come in first we wins : if it comes in
second or third we gets a place."
" Oh, so long as we gets summit, I don't mind, Mrs.
Smiwers, but please don't call me an idiot."
When the pair arrived at Epson, Mrs. Scrubbers was
rather interested to know why the town was called
by such a name and decided to ask a policeman. The
man in blue pulled himself up the full six feet, placed
his hands upon his hips, made a grunt and said:
" Its to do wiv tiie salts they make; yer see,
misses, they trains the race 'orses on 'em. They give
each 'orse a couple of pails of the stuff before they
races and—my word ! No blinking 'orses in the world
can touch 'em."
Arriving on the course the vast multitude started
cheer after cheer. " Here they come—here they come.
Hip—hip—HURRAH. Hip—hip—HURRAH " shouted a
man in a white top hat. Mrs. Smithers stood still,
looked at the man in the white topper and brandishing
her latest ' nothing over sixpence at Woolworth's
umbrella, yelled:
" Don't you try and be funny my young man.
Just because me and Mrs. Scrubbers 'as come from
Aldershot yer mustn't take us for a couple of last posts.
I 'spose yer thinks yer clever ashouting at me
"
" Look out—look out " shouted a mounted police
man before Mrs. Smithers had time to complete her
sentence. Then to her great surprise along came the
King and Queen.
" Well, I'm blowed" exclaimed Mrs. Scrubbers.
" I fort they was all ashouting at me and you."
" So did I" answered Mrs. Smithers. " But all
the same my dear, I'd like to see that nasty old man
in the white top 'at 'ave a blister on 'is foot the size
of a five bob piece and twenty miles to do along
a cobbled Irish road in full marching order. Of course
my dear, T don't bears 'im any ill will."
Then the ' Bookies' started shouting something
about it being ten to one, five to two, twenty to three
and other conflicting exclamations which set our two
friends pondering.
" What a lot of funny times they as at Epsom "
spoke Mrs. Scrubbers.
" Yes, my dear" replied Mrs. Smithers. " The
clocks are like the 'orses at Epsom. They never keeps
together once they sets 'em going."
J.E.

PAST

PRESENT ASSOCIATION

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure,
1/4/1927—31/3/1928.

PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION.
RECEIPTS.

On hand, 1/4/27
Subscriptions
Donation, R. Rivaz, Esq.
Ties, Hat Bands, Badges, etc.
Past and Present Dinner
Exors of the late Miss Ami Ward
History, " The Buffs "
1st Battalion The Buffs Publication Dress
Regulations
Camp Fire Concert:
£ s.
Donation
10 0
Takings
47 11 0
Cabaret:—
Tickets
Donations

159 15
5 12

£ s. d.

164
148
2
6
58
500
0

0
15
2
8
3
0
8

3
0
0
2
6
0
6

5 0 0

48 11 0

165
17
Hire of Motor Van
Fees, 1st, 2nd and 3rd Motor Courses
11
Sale of " Kekewich of Kimberley " per Capt.
20
B. E. HammondDavies
155
The East Kent Soldiers' Fund
300
The Dragon
150
The Benevolent Fund
16
Dividends on Investments
2
Bank interest
Balance due to Bank ...
11

7 0
15 0
0 0
0
0
0
0
16
7
16

0
0
0
0
0
7
10

£1,783 10 10

EXPENDITURE.

Salaries:—
Secretary
Clerks

£ s. d.

300 0 0
90 12 6

£ s. d.

390 12
Annual Grant, Regimental Agency
15 0
Part Insurance, Office cleaner ...
0 6
PostmasterGeneral:—
Telephone
30 4 0
Telegraphic Address
2 0 0
32 4
Past and Present Week: Teas,
Railway Fares and President,
Mess Committee, Depot
24 19
Printing and Stationery
42 18
Badges
18 17
5% War Loan purchased
504 7
Camp Fire Concert, Advertise
ments, Printing, Fireworks,
Prizes, etc
50 19
Asprey & Co., re R. C. Blunt, Esq.
7 5
Auditor's Fee
5 5
Cabaret:—
Baud, Suppers, Hire of Pianos,
Staff Pay, etc.
128 16
Profits to Benevolent Fund ... 36 9
165 6
Coal and Oil
6 15
Band Transport and Refreshment
2 13
11 National Savings Certificates
8 16
London Branch, Postage and
Travelling Expenses ...
33 0
Past and Present Dinner :—
Advertisements
0 17
Dinners
54 6
55 3
Museum Fixtures and Grant ...
12 15
Ties
6 8
History " The Buffs "
0 8
Tables for Office
8 2
Repairs to Graves
2 10
Expenses 4 Chelsea Pensioners to
Canterbury
..."
2 2
Travelling Expenses
10 10
Cable to India, etc
1 2
Ashford Branch expenses
0 14
" The Weald " Branch expenses
3 16
Chatham Branch advertisements
0 14
Dover Branch expenses
0 9
Motor Van
271 0
Insurance Motor Van
15 0
Petrol and Oil
18 0
Side Curtains for Motor Van ...
1 18
License for Motor Van
7 3
Motor Courses—Part fees to
Instructor
4 0
3rd Motor Course—Driving
licenses
0 15
Cheques
1 10
Petty Cash :—
Postage
28
Office Cleaning
6
Travelling Expenses
2
Ashford Branch expenses ... 1
Dover Branch expenses
... 0
Office Furniture ...
0
Motor Driving Licenses, 1st
and 2nd Courses
2
Fees to Instructor, Motor Course 2
Past and Present Dinner
... 3
Sundries
1
On hand
0
50 0

6
0
6

0
9
5
6
10
2
0
0

1
4
0
0
0

0
9

0
6
6

0

0
0
10
2
0
3
10
6
0
8
0

0

9
0
0

0

£1,783 10 10

PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION.
BALANCE SHEET.
LIABILTIES.

ASSETS.

Sundry Creditors
Bank
Unpresented Cheques
Balance Credit

10
5
5
922

7
18
18
11

£600 5% War Loan, 1929/47
£100 3$% Conversion Stock
Cash in hand
Sundry Debtors
Stock on hand
Motor Van
18 National Savings Certificates

£944 15 4

£ s. d.
... 614 5
.. 77 0
.. 0 13

..

0 11

.. 37 16

.. 200 0

.. 14 9 9
£944 15 4

Struck on 31st March, 1928.

THE BENEVOLENT FUND.
RECEIPTS.

On hand, 1/4/27
Donations
Proceeds Jumble Sale...
Donations re Jumble Sale
Loans refunded
President Regimental Institutes, Depot:—
Grant from Funds, Albuhera Day Don. ...
Sergeants' Mess, Albuhera Day
Part proceeds, Albuhera Day
Special Donations Christmas Pudding Fd.
Profits from Cabaret
Exors the late Major C. C. Cobbe, legacy
United Services Trustee :—
Interest on the Buffs Regimental and
the 3rd Battalion Funds, also
dividends from Investments
Income Tax refunded
Bank Interest

348
143
27
0
84

19
11
19
15
12

12
0
0
19
36
100

0
6
17
3
9
0

EXPENDITURE.

d.

2

10
6
0

6
0
6 i

i!
0 i

549 5
27 9
8 4

Grants and loans
Pensions
London Branch, urgent local relief
Dover Branch, urgent local relief
" The Weald " Branch, urgent local relief
Christmas Puddings
Purchase War Loan
Hire of Hall, Jumble Sale
Past & Present Association, Administrative
Expenses
Cheques
Petty Cash :—
£ s. d.
Pension
0 10 0
Small grants
14 8 10
On hand
0 1 2
Balance

£1,359 13 7

£ s.
493 12
248 6
18 2
10 0
10 0
18 15
102 0
0 10

d.
2
8
7
0
0
2
0
6

150 0 0
3 0 0

15 0 0
290 6 6

£1,359 13 7

THE BENEVOLENT FUND.
BALANCE SHEET.
LIABILITIES.

ASSETS.

Balance Credit

4,691 4

£100 5£% Treasury Bonds, 1930
101
£1,950 5% War Stock, 1929/47
1,996
£742 12s. Od. 4J% London County Council
Consolidated Stock, 1945/85
712
£735 lis. lid. 3J% Conversion Stock
(Includes £96 lis. lid. Furley Fund)
566
£138 0s. Od. London Midland and
Scottish Railway 4% Preference Stock
101
£468 Dominion of Canada, City of Quebec
3£% Consolidated Regd. Stock
388
£527 10s. Od. 5% Treasury Bonds, 1933/35 533
£ s. d.
Cash at Lloyds Bank
... 290 6 6
Cash in hand
0 1 2
 290

£4,691 4 8

Struck on 31st March 1928.

d.
0

3
17 11
8 3
15 6
8 10
15 3

7 8

£4,691 4 8

EAST KENT SOLDIERS' FUND.
RECEIPTS.

EXPENDITURE.

On hand, 1/4/27
...
Conversion Loan Interest
Home Counties Area, Grant from Profits
of the Royal Tournament, 1927

V&
18
__

d

i

6 | Past and Present Association
_ 10 i Grants
I Balance Credit
10 0 0 i

£169 8 4

£ - a. d.

155 0 0
1

0

0

13 8 4
£169 8 4

EAST KENT SOLDIERS' FUND.
BALANCE SHEET.
LIABILITIES.
Balance Credit

£ s. d.

512 10

0

£512 10 0

ASSETS.

£648 3s. 2d. 3|% Conversion Loan
Cash at Lloyds Bank
Struck on 31at March, 1928.

£ a. d.

499 1 8
13 8 4
£512 10 0

"THE DRAGON."
RECEIPTS.

£ s. d.

Balance in hand
Subscribers ...
...
1st Battalion ...
2nd Battalion
Depot...
...
Agents and Cash Sales
Advertisers
Bound Volumes
Printing

349
229
156
80
43
51
412
5
0

8
11
5
6
5
3
14
4
10

0
8
0
6
0
1
1
9
0

. EXPENDITURE.

£ s d.
Transfer to Past and Present Association... 250 0 0
...
99
7 6
Salaries
... 548 3 6
Printing
... 16 9 9
Stationery
... 40 0 0
Postage
... 78 4 8
Blocks
0 10 0
Cheques
5 7 3
Bound Volumes
1 2 0
Miscellaneous
1 10 0
Typewriter Repairs
Transfer to Past and Present Association... 50 0 0
1,090 14 8
... 237 13 5

Balance

£1,328 8 1

£1,328 8 1
"THE DRAGON.
BALANCE SHEET.
LIABILITIES.

Sundry Creditors:—
Subscribers
Advertisers
Balance Credit

...

...

£ s. d.

103 9 2
24 4 5

£ s. d.
127 13 7
254 8 2

ASSETS.

Sundry Debtors:—
Agents
Advertisers
Bound Volumes
2nd Battalion ...
1st Battalion

£ s. d.

£ s. a.
6
65
3
7
62

Cash at Lloyds Bank

14
V
4
1
0

7
9
6
6
0



144 8 4
237 13 5

£382 1 9

£382 1 9
THE BUFFS' COTTAGE HOMES.
RECEIPTS.

Cash in hand, 1/4/27...
Donations
Dividends on Investments

£
280
59
55

s.
2
17
11

d.
0
6
0

EXPENDITURE.

£ s.
o 7
Queen Anne's Bounty Tithe
4 9
Fire Insurance
St. Peter's and Broadstairs U.D.C. Rates... 16 9
20 5
Fencing, per Southern Fencing Company
9 12
Repairs
302 18
£300 Treasury Bonds
41 8
Balance
£395 10 6

£395 10 6
THE BUFFS' COTTAGE HOMES.
BALANCE SHEET.
LIABILITIES.

Balance Credit

£ s. d.

1,559 2 2

ASSETS.

£648 0s. 3d. Gov. of India Stock 3%
£100 National War Bonds, 1929, 4th Series
Plus 60 days interest at 5%
£700 5% War Loan, 1927/47
£300 5% Treasury Bonds, 1933/35
Cash at Lloyds Bank

£
392
105
0
716
303
41

s.
1
0
16
12
3
8

£1,559 2 2

£1,559 2 2
Struck on 31st March, 1928.

I have examined the foregoing accounts of The Buffs Benevolent Fund, The Past and Present Association,
The East Kent Soldiers' Fund, The Buffs' Cottage Homes and The Dragon: I have compared the payments with
the vouchers and verified the Cash Balances and Investments and I certify the accounts to be true and correct.
10/A Mar„ 1928.

A. J. LANCASTER,

Auditor

THE

BUFFS

WARRIORS'

ENDOWMENT

CHAPEL

FUND.

The Book of Life.

THE DEPOT,
CANTERBURY,
July, 1928.
Dear Sir or Madam,
In connection with the attached letter giving in brief the aims and objects
of " The Friends of Canterbury Cathedral " ; I have been directed by the Committee
of the Past and Present Association The Buffs to inform you that with the concurrence
of the Dean it has been decided to support the movement by an Endowment Fund,
the interest from which to be used primarily for the upkeep of the Warriors' Chapel,
but when not so required, as directed by the Council of the " Friends of the Cathedral."
In order to strengthen, if possible, the very old and close connection of the
Regiment with the Warriors' Chapel, it is the earnest desire of the Committee of the
Buffs' Association, that the fund should be as large as possible, and with this object
it has been decided to address this letter to Buffs and those relatives of the many
Past Buffs, who doubtless hold for the Cathedral the very highest regard.
The photograph on the front page depicts the daily ceremony
over of a page in the Book of Life, containing over 5,000 names of
gallantly served in the Regiment during the Great War and gave
their Country, and proves how many there must be who hold for
Cliapel, where the Book rests, the greatest reverence.

of the turning
those who so
their lives for
the Warriors'

The Committee of the Buffs, Past and Present Association, invite all such to
subscribe something, however small, to " The Buffs' Warriors' Chapel Endowment
Fund," donations should be sent to the undersigned. In addition to direct
acknowledgement, a list of all subscribing to the fund will appear monthly in the
regimental paper The Dragon.
As some may also desire to become annual subscribers to " The Friends of
Canterbury. Cathedral " a Banker's Order Form is attached hereto. Banker's Orders
also to be sent to the Secretary of the Past and Present Association.
On Sunday, August 19th, The Buffs' Annual Memorial Service will be held
in the Cathedral when it is hoped that the Endowment either in part or in whole will
be handed to the Dean.
Yours faithfully,
HAROLD FINDLAY, Colonel,
Secretary,
The Past and Present Association, The Buffs.

FRIENDS OF CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL.
THE PRECINCTS,
CANTERBURY.
July, 1928.
The purpose of this letter is to put before you the objects of the " Friends
of Canterbury Cathedral."
The Friends are a .Society of " those who cherish the history, the beauty and
the spiritual associations of the Cathedral, and desire to show their love for it today
and to preserve it for posterity."
The sight of the Cathedral rising above Canterbury as seen from the railway
01 from the hills and roads around the City is one that must impress every beholder.
One realises as one looks at it that it is one of the greatest treasures of the City, the
County, the Church, the Country. It must surely arouse a feeling of pride
and thankfulness in every inhabitant of Canterbury or Kent, in every Churchman,
in every Englishman.
It is to give expression to these feelings that the Society exists. It is not
merely for the purpose of carrying out this or that work of preservation, or
reparation, or embellishment that its members are associated together. They have
a !111 ther object, and that is to embody in a common fellowship their affection and
reverence for a precious and inspiring inheritance.
Such an ideal must surely attract the sympathy of all those who play
any part, whatever it may be, in the life of the City, the County or the Diocese—and
to all who take delight in the beauty of architecture and the memorials of history.
C. K. A. BELL,
Dean of Canterbury.

BANKER'S ORDER.
To Messrs
(FILL

IN

NAME

OF

YOUR

BANK).

PLEASE pay to the account of FRIENDS OF CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL,
Lloyds Bank, Canterbury,
the sum of £
:
s.
d. now and every year on the same day until further
notice.
SIGNED :

DATE

Sports
Outfitting.
Fifty year's experience
of Sports Outfitting to
H.M. Forces at Home
and Abroad.

PRESENTATION SILVER
FINEST WORKMANSHIP

-

LOWEST PRICES.

Specialists in all Requisites for RUGBY and
ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL, HOCKEY, GOLF,
SQUASH RACKETS, BOXING & ATHLETICS
Regimental and Company Club Colour Jerseys
and Shirts made to Order.
LIBERAL DISCOUNTS ON CLUB ORDERS.

Complete List Post Free.

0

" The Sports Specialists."

1

23 HIGH STREET, ALDERSHOT
Telephone 92.

One Minute from the QuedHloteJ

Phone: South Farnborough 403.

CUNNINGTON & CO.,
(W. H. T. CUNNINGTON),

GENERAL

MERCHANTS

& CAMP OUTFITTERS.

7 PEABOBY RD., SOUTH FARNBOROUGH
WHOLESALE

AND

RETAIL

TOBACCO

CIGARETTES

GLASS

CHINA

EARTHENWARE

ENAMELWARE

CLEANING

CARNIVAL

SUNDRIES

GOODS

STERLING SILVER PRESENTATION SALVERS
can be engraved with the fascimile
signatures of the donors.

J V T APPIN

& WEBB'S Presentation Salvers
undergo a special process of setting and
hand hammering which gives to the piece a
beautifully even surface and also adds greatly
to its strength. A fully illustrated Catalogue
of Silver especially suitable for Military
Presentations will be sent upon request.
Selections will be forwarded for approval
entirely at Mappin & Webb's risk and
expense or a representative will keep any
appointment.

MAPPIN & WEBB,
Ltd.

Military Department,

158-162 OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.I.

Post free
Ireland & Abroad.
8  per annum.
4' 6 months.
2  3 months.

O

WriteEditor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury
Telephone: 513.

TUTteb Regiment—Queer's
No. 346.

Rifles of £Scma6a.

September, 1928.

Price Sixpence.

Buffs Warriors' Chapel Endowment Fund.
Previously acknowledged ...
Since received :—
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge
Colonel Sir C. B. Vyvyan
MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell
Major W. H. and Mrs. Booth
Lt.Colonel the Hon. P. G. Scarlett
Mrs. K. Hollist
Major Tylden Pattenson
Officers, 4th Bn. The Buffs
Lt.Colonel H. F. Sparrow ...
Major H. S. Hardy
Major G. T. Hickman
Mr. G. J. F. Tomlinson
Lt.Colonel L. Messel
Lt.Colonel F. W. Bradlej' Dyne ...
Mr. G. T. Friend
Mrs. A. Brown
Mr. H. A. G. Froome
Mr. G. A. W. Hiley
Mr. L. B. Burns
N.R
Captain H. H. C. Baird
Mrs. Baird
Major H. G. James ...
Mrs. Hirst
Lt.Colonel E. B. Burns
Lt.Colonel J. Crookenden ...
Captain C. J. Wood
Mrs. R. Hollis

£ s. d.

74

1

0

20
5
5
5
5
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1

0
5
5
0
0
3
3
3
0
2
2
2
2
2
2
0
1

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

1

0

1
1
1
1

0
0
0
0

1

0

0

0

Captain H. C. Morley
Captain P. Green
Mrs. Forde ...
Mrs. Blackall
Miss S. Rendall
Mr. W. R. Taylor
Mrs. C. Kelsey
Mrs. Marsh
Miss A. Small
Mrs. A. Durham
Mr. F. W. Furness ...
Mr. C. Crome
Mr. A. W. Bailer
Mr. H. R. Bridge
Mother of a Buff who was killed
Mrs. T. L. Winchester

£ s. d.

l
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
10
10
10
10
10
5
5
5
5
4
2
2
2
2
2

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
6
6
6
0

£159

9

0

One hundred and fifty pounds of the above
has been handed over to The Friends of
Canterbury Cathedral, as a first instalment.
All donations should be sent to the Secretary
of the Past and Present Association, Depot,
The Buffs, Canterbury.
Cheques and Postal Orders should be
crossed and made payable to " The Buffs
Warriors Chapel Endowment Fund."

Personalia.
£4 ENERAL Sir Arthur Paget attended the
\JT Presentation of Colours to the 2nd
Battalion, in the City, on July 27th.
Sir Arthur was also present at the Memorial
Service at Canterbury Cathedral, on the 19tli
ultimo, and at the Past v. Present Cricket
Match on August 18th.

We can say without fear of contradiction
that the Memorial Service at Canterbury,
on the 19th ultimo, was the most repre
sentative gathering of all ranks since its in
auguration. A full account appears elsewhere
in this number, but we quote here the few
words spoken on parade by General Sir Arthur
Paget :—
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" I want to congratulate you all on this
splendid gathering here today and to say that
if all those Old Comrades of yours in whose
memory we are assembled can look down and
see this parade they will certainly appreciate
as much as I do, the trouble you have gone to
and the sacrifices you have made to do honour
to their memory."
Colonel Braine, the New Brigadier of the
4th Battalion, was originally a Munster
Fusilier. The old Brigade of our Regiment
will remember the close camaraderie which
has existed, dating from the early eighties,
of the last century in Dover, between The
Buffs and The Munster Fusiliers.
Mrs. Goff has been in Berwickshire during
August, whilst Captain Goff (with Colonel
Power on board) has been for a cruise in his
yacht, The Sorceress.
Lieut.Col.Howard Smith is now in Command
of the Depot at Alma Barracks, Ranikhet.
We print elsewhere an account of the
Presentation of Colours to the 2nd Battalion,
but we should like to congratulate the
Battalion on the magnificent way in which the
ceremony was carried out. Nothing could
have been better. W e know that outside
experts were present with the object of noting
points for criticism and that they went away
with their notebooks merely full of the lessons
they had learnt.
Copies of programme of the Presentation of
Colours are available, price 6d. each, on appli
cation to the Adjutant 2nd Bn. The Buffs,
Aldershot.
The March of the 2nd Battalion to and
from the H.A.C. Headquarters created a deep
impression. A distinguished officer, un
connected with the Regiment, remarked:
" I never saw anything finer. There was not
a section of fours out of dressing or a rifle butt
out of the alignment."
It was a great idea of Capt. Enright's to
have a " guard of honour" of the London
Branch to meet the Battalion at the entrance
to the H.A.C. Parade ground. The old
Brigade looked splendid. Among others in
the " guard of honour" we noticed George
Eaton, " Spud" Austin, "Nobby" Clarke
and " Donkey " Warren.

We were also glad to see figuring
prominently at the ceremony, Mr. Osborne
Taylor, Mayor of Chatham, in official dress
with his chain.of office. Mr. Taylor was a great
Rugby player when the 1st Battalion was in
Calcutta in 1892 and is now doing much for
the Medway branch.
The whole Regiment will, we are sure,
join in thanking the Honourable Artillery
Company most heartily for their magnificent
hospitality to the 2nd Battalion on the 27th
July. We understand that the H.A.C.
consider themselves a branch of The Buffs
and we are proud of it.
Majors H. A. B. Ternan and E. H. Lynch
both return to the Continent next week: the
former to Lugano and the latter to Bordighera.
We regret to have made' a mistake in
Major M. S. Williams' address; this should
have read: Astor Hotel, 44 Prince's Square,
Bayswater.
Although it cannot exactly be described
as a triumph, we are nevertheless very glad
to hear that in the August monthly medal ait
St. George's, Sandwich, Major F. W. Tomlinson
was well up the list—being only one down to
Bogey.
There was a great gathering of Buffs during
the Cricket Week and we print in another
column a list of some of their names for the
benefit of Buffs who are abroad. We missed
General Ommanney, General Whitacre Allen,
Colonels Moody, Jackson and Lucas, General
Hickson and others whom we hope to see at
Canterbury next year, if not before.
We were sorry that Major and Mrs. Guy
Lee were unable to be with us during the week
owing to the illness of Mr. Hawley to whom we
wish a speedy recovery.
We hear that the 1st Battalion is going to
Delhi for Training from the beginning of
November to the end of December.
We hope very shortly to see the 4th
Battalion Drums resplendent in red. The
Territorial Army Association of Kent has
approved of red clothing for a Corps of Drums
44 strong for the Battalion with a. special
kit for DrumMajor Tripp. We are glad to
see that the title of DrumMajor has been
restored in July Army Orders.

THE DRAGON
The JfUnited Services and the Army and
Navy Clubs both reopened on the 1st Sept.
The Naval and Military Club will be shut
during Sept., members being at liberty to use
the Army and Navy and Guards Clubs mean
while.
In connection with the recent R.A.F.
operations concerned with the attack on and
defence of London from the air, a high
authority has said that exceptionally fine
work was done by the Kent AntiAircraft
Searchlight Companies. It will be remembered
that a detachment ^rom these companies was
of invaluable assistance to us in connection
with our Past and Present Reunion festivities
last year when they took part in the Camp
Fire Concert.
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We may be wrong, but we are under the
impression that our recommendation respect
ing a mobile shop has not been introduced.
Lower Kennington Lane is a bit out of the way.
We regret to announce the death of
Pensioner Matthew Burridge, who died at the
Royal Hospital, Chelsea, on July 25th, at the
age of 79.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS. .

Burville.—6278340 Sgt. A. Bflrville, a son,
Douglas
30/6/28.

Robert,

born

at

Shorncliffe,

Penlington.—On

We have been asked, on behalf of the
British Legion, to ascertain the address of
Major F. Warden, who was serving with the
3rd Battalion at Dover in 1918.

August 19th, 1928, at
Canterbury, to Sylvia (nee Groom), wife
of T. N. Penlington, The Buffs—a son.
Pilcher.—6279333 Dmr. T. Pilcher, a son,
Donald Edward William, born at Canter
bury, 20/6/28.

Captain and Mrs. Hudson Allen have been
spending a few days in Scotland, prior to his
sailing for West Africa.

Rowe—Howell.—6188571 Sgt. Cook H. Rowe

We congratulate Mr. and Mrs. Penlington
on the birth of their son.
Mr. Lister is sailing from West Africa
for England on November 7th.
Mr. Hoare has returned from the Soudan
and will rejoin the Regiment early in December.
We congratulate The Ladies' Guild of the
London Branch on the success of their Fete at
Streathani on the 4th of August.
We congratulate Miss Ethel Barton,
daughter of Captain Barton, on obtaining
a Second Class Honours degree in English
at a recent examination at University College,
London.
C.S.M. Johnson, who was present at the
Memorial Service, reports that he mislaid
a malacca stick of great sentimental value.
SergeantMajor Johnson thinks he may have
left it in the Depot Sergeants' Mess, and
would be very grateful if the finder would
communicate with him through this office.
We congratulate the N.A.A.F.I, on their
Winter Sports Catalogue, a copy of which has
just reached us.

MARRIAGE.

to Edith Lilian Howell, at Canterbury,
28/7/28.
DEATH.

Harlow.—No. 3314 Pte. Charles Harlow,
1st Battalion E.K. Regiment, died at
Faversham, on July 29th.

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" Aldershot Command News."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Bugle."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Snapper."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" On The March."
" The DieHards."
" London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Company."
" The Tiger and The Sphinx."
" British Legion Journal."
" Sapper."
"Journal of the Society of Army Historical
Research."
" The Lilly whites' Gazette."
" The Black Diamond."
" Journal of The R.A. Service Corps."
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Battles of

the Buffs.

NO. 29.

VITTORIA, 21ST JUNE, 1813.
told that some of the columns had marched
N 1812 Wellington again advanced into
150 to 250 miles, but all that mattered to the
Spain moving this time into the northern
French however, was that their position on
provinces. During this move he left the 2nd
the Douro was turned and forthwith they
Division and with them of course the 1st
retired behind the next river the Pisuerga.
Battalion The Buffs, in Estremadura to protect
Their stay here was short and once again they
his right flank. The Buffs thus missed the
retired, this time behind the Ebro.
series of victories, which marked Wellington's
Their position here was by nature a very
advance and ended in the capture of the
strong one. The river itself formed a strong
Retiro Citadel in Madrid itself. When, how
line of defence while the only road leading to
ever in November of that year another retro
it passed through a number of narrow gorges,
grade movement was found necessary, the
one of which could be held by a few men only.
Buffs with the rest of the division had to carry
Wellington again decided that a frontal attack
out an arduous march of some 200 miles in
was out of the question and made up his mind
order to rejoin the main force near Salamanca.
once more to try an outflanking movement
After this, the winter of 1812 and the spring
from the left through the mountainous country
of 1813 were spent in moves and frequent
where an advance would be little expected.
changes of quarters; but the opportunity
There were other advantages also to be gained
was taken of rebuilding the discipline of the
from such an advance, as it would cut off the
troops which had suffered greatly in the retreat.
French from Santander and the sea coast
The result of the work and the training carried
out was shewn clearly in the triumphant, and drive them away from their line of com
munications into France. The allied army
manner in which the army overcame the
therefore moved northwards. Again we are
difficulties of the campaign about to be des
told that neither the watergullies nor the
cribed.
ravines retarded even the march of the
During the winter the French had taken
artillery. Where horses could not draw,
up a strong position behind the River Douro,
men hauled; when the wheels would not
as they felt certain that Wellington was bound
roll, the guns let down or lifted up with ropes—
to advance again via Salamanca as he had
six days they toiled unceasingly, and on the
done before. From a look at the map it
seventh (20th June) they burst like raging
certainly seemed as if this was inevitable.
streams from every defile and went surging
To the north the country was rugged and
into the Vittoria basin. The Ebro also had
mountainous ; roads were almost if not quite
been turned and the Allies encamped along
nonexistent and it was reported that infantry
the river Bayas, while the King Joseph
alone would find great difficulty in moving
collected his army to meet them along the
while it would be impossible for wheeled
little river Zadorra which covered the town of
traffic to do so. To the south the country was
Vittoria.
almost more mountainous and impassable.
The armies were approximately equal in
Wellington however, carried out a careful
strength, the AngloPortugueseSpanish army
reconnaissance and decided that, although
numbering about 70,000 with 90 guns while
difficult, it would not be impossible to traverse
the French could muster between 60,000 and
the country to the north. He therefore
70,000 with 150 guns. The French had been
divided his army into three columns. The
obliged to alter the direction of their whole
left, under Sir Thomas Graham, was to start
defensive position and now their left rested
first and make its way over this difficult
on the narrow passes protecting the only road
country, the centre under himself and the
to Vittoria, while their line ran parallel to the
right under Sir R. Hill, who still had the Buffs
road and between it and the river Zadorra,
under his command, were to advance more
their right being on some high ground to the
directly on Salamanca and occupy the attention
northwest of Vittoria. Their baggage and all
of the French: These movements completely
the encumbrances of an army, which in this
deceived the French. Quite unaware of
case were even greater than with most armies,
General Graham's movements, they prepared
were all parked to the east of Vittoria blocking
to occupy their defensive positions against the
the ground and generally interfering with
frontal advance of the other two columns,
movement in that area. Wellington decided
when to their amazement a force of some
to attack in four columns. General Hill,
40,000 men suddenly arrived on their right
with his 2nd Division, a few cavalry,
flank, having passed through country reported
Portuguese infantry and some Spaniards,
impassable for even small parties. We are

I
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BATTLE OF VITTORIA
21 ST JUNE 1813

Thegenera! character of the ground

between the Zadorra and the Bayas was
broken and wooded: hilly, and intersected

was to attack on the right and capture the
passes through which the road, as mentioned
before, runs to Vittoria. The two centre
columns under the Duke's personal direction
were to attempt to cross the river, while the
left under General Graham was to outflank
the position to the north and cut off the exits
from Vittoria. On the morning of the 21st
June these movements began and at 10 o'clock
Graham's column could be heard drawing the
enemy's attention to that part of the. field.
On the right Hill found the low hills in front
of him but lightly held but towards midday
the opposition grew stiffer and he sustained
considerable loss in maintaining his position.
In the centre a bridge at Tres Puentes was
reported unbroken, and a brigade of the Light
Division was able to cross by it; while later
the other divisions crossed by other bridges or
by fords. On the left Graham reached the
bridges over the river to the north of Vittoria.
From here he could threaten the French line
of retreat by Bayonne into France, but he
could not cross the bridges until the centre had
advanced further towards Vittoria. Desperate
fighting took place in this part of the field and
the allied losses were very heavy.
In the centre the fight had become a
running one, but the French were able to make
a final stand at 6 p.m. about a mile west of
Vittoria. Beyond the houses thousands of

carriages, animals, and noncombatants, men
women and children, were huddling together
in all the madness of terror; and as the
English shot went booming overhead the vast
crowd started and swerved with a convulsive
movement, while a dull and horrid sound of
distress arose. That was how Napier
described the scene and the horror of it js well
brought home to us. The French fought
gallantly to maintain this last position, but
after a heavy cannonade and much hard
fighting they were driven off the heights.
Abandoning all attempts to fall back by
Bayonne they fled
along the road to
Pampeluna, leaving their right flank to do the
best it could. With very great skill, General
Reille, commanding the right flank, fell back
to the north of Vittoria and joined the stricken
army in its retreat. The pursuit was continued
for six miles beyond Vittoria when night put
a stop to it. Among the booty captured
were one hundred and fifty guns, a number
of mules, waggons and carriages; ammunition,
stores and provisions, a millions pounds sterling
in money, a stand of colours and the baton
of Marshal Jourdain (the French Chief of
Staff). The French losses in men are not
known, but they must have been enormous.
Those of the Allies amounted to over 5,000,
but the battle was decisive and the French
army in Spain ceased to exist.
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In Memory of

the Gallant Buffs.

Notable Service at Canterbury Cathedral.
A RECORD ATTENDANCE.

HERE was a record attendance at the annual
memorial service for the men of all ranks of
T
The Buffs—Kent's famous regiment—who have fallen

in the service of their country, which was held in
Canterbury Cathedral shortly after noon on Sunday.
Including past and present members, in all about 900
men took part in the parade from The Buffs Depot to
the Cathedral.
The old comrades marched through the streets
headed by the Depot band .(under Sgt. Adams), which
very appropriately played " The Old Brigade." The
4th Battalion (30*0 strong) were headed by the Corps
of Drums from Dover (under Sgt.Drummer Tripp)
and were under the command of Colonel E. B. Burns.
In the Precincts the band struck up the Regimental
March, which played the " old soldiers " into the West
door of the Cathedral. This in turn was taken up by
the Corps of Drums. The Depot contingent of about
100 recruits were in command of Major C. S. Field.
Numerous wreaths were carried by the old
comrades, who marched in sections according to the
branches of the Association.
In the large congregation in the Cathedral were:
General Sir Arthur Paget, MajorGeneral Sir Arthur
and Lady LyndenBell, General Sir G. C. T. Bainbridge,
Brig.General McDouall, Colonel H. Findlay (Secretary
of the Association of Past and Present Buffs), Colonel
Body, Colonel R. S. I. and Mr§. Friend, Major J. Dean,
V.C., Major Foster, Capt. H. De R. Morgan, Captain
Barton, Captain Child, Captain Howe, Captain Wood,
Captain Willows, Lieuts. Penlington and Crozier, the
Misses Russell, Captain H. L. Cremer, Major H. G.
James, Major F. H. Keeler, Miss Babington, Mrs.
Ronald, Mrs. Hulke, Captain H. H. C. Baird, and the
Archdeacon of Canterbury (Canon E. H. Hardcastle).
Two old Chelsea pensioners (Messrs. Marriott and
Brophy) and four sons of Old Buffs from the Duke of
York's School were present, as were also many relatives
of Buffs who made the supreme sacrifice.
The memorable and inspiring service was conducted
throughout by the ViceDean (Canon T. G. Gardiner),
who was accompanied by the Rev. Dr. S. Bickersteth
and the Precentor (the Rev. L. E. Meredith).
The congregation stood during the playing of
Chopin's Funeral March, and then joined whole
heartedly in the soulstirring hymn, " O God our help
in ages past." Psalm xxiii. preceded the reading of
the appropriate lesson, " These are they which came
out of great tribulation," etc. (Rev. vii, 14—17).
Battles of the Buffa—Continued.

Nothing is known as to whether the Buffs
suffered any casualties. The other three
regiments in the brigade are mentioned as
having 15, 27 and 25 casualties respectively.
For the victory illuminations and public
rejoicings were general throughout England,
and the Duke of Wellington was promoted
FieldMarshal in the British Army and created
Duke of Vittoria by Spain.
E.F.H.

THE OLDEST REGIMENT.

In a notable address, the .ViceDean emphasised
that The Buffs is the oldest regiment with a continuous
history, in the British Army.
Preaching from the text, " Whose names are in the
Book of Life " (Phil, iv., 3), Canon Gardiner said :
" There is a wellknown saying which runs thus :
' Happy are the people that have no history '—in other
words, happy are the people whose country has lived
through no stirring times, no times of great revolutions
or wars, no remarkable progress or great discoveries.
Happy are the people who have produced no
outstanding men—soldiers, statesmen, churchmen,
Empire builders.
For this is what makes history, is it not ? Only
when people emerge from barbarism and savagery do
they begin to make history. Those who know Africa
will tell you that a large portion of that great continent
has no history. They will tell you that legends,
handed down from father to son, and reaching back
two or three generations, constitute the entire history
of millions of people—people who are today rushing
at an incredible rate into the full glare of 20th century
civilisation. Now they will begin to make history—
whether for good or for ill depends on the kind
of leaders they produce. Happy they will be if they
can produce men who fear God, love the brotherhood,
honour the King—for every man, no matter the colour
of his skin, has within him the power to become, by the
grace of God, that greatest of all things—a Christian
gentleman.
So I would say, happy are the people who have
a history, if the names of those who stand to serve
their country and their fellow men may be found
written in the Book of Life.
I regard it as an honour to be allowed to speak
a few words to you at your memorial service today;
for The Buffs is, I believe, the oldest regiment with
a continuous history in the British Army. The
Dragon, your wellknown badge, was given about the
year 1700 as a reward for gallant conduct on all
occasions. It indicates the origin of the regiment by
this use of one of the royal supporters of the arms of
Queen Elizabeth; it is a reminder that your record
of service dates from the year 1572—a great epoch
in English history.
A GREAT RECORD.
Wherever brave men have been needed, in any
part of the world, there The Buffs have always been
found, doing their duty to their God, their country and
their king. By dint of long and continuous service
abroad for over 70 years, your regiment enabled the
Dutch to emerge as a free people. It has shown
undaunted courage in the face of danger and death.
It has proved the loyalty of its service again and again ;
and men of all ranks have shown, for 360 years, that
greatness of heart which puts the honour and glory of
the regiment before personal distinctions or rewards.
For example, the capture of the fortress, of Cadiz in
1592 was amongst the most notable feats of arms in
bygone days; the glory of it was noised abroad—and
not only the glory, but the spirit of Christian
chivalry in the army, which allowed 3,000 Spanish
women to retire from the city without molestation.
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Yours is one of the few regiments that can claim
to have had a really fine poem written in its honour.
Yon may remeniber how it came about. During the
campaign in China in I860 some Sikhs and a private
of The Buffs fell into the hands of the Chinese. They
were brought before the authorities, and commanded
to prostrate themselves as a sign of subservience and
surrender. Moyse, the English soldier, refused; he
was immediately put to death, and his body was
thrown on a dunghill. The courage of that boy has
been commemorated (by Arthur Doyle) in lines
familiar, no doubt, to many of you :—
Ah ! tear his body limb from limb ;
Bring cord, or axe, or flame !—
He only knows that not through him
Shall England come to shame.
A wonderful. picture, is it not, of a brave man ?
The poem ends thus:—
So, let his name through Europe ring—
A man of mean estate,
Who died, as firm as Sparta's king,
Because his soul was great.
THE BOOK OF LIFE.

In the Warriors' Chapel of this Cathedral is your
Book of Life, containing the names of over 6,000
comrades who gave their lives for their country and
for humanity in the Great War. If we could know all,
a history might be written on each one of those pages,
a history of valour, of selfsacrifice, of pain endured
without a murmur, of death faced without shrinking,
of hardships endured with a song and a smile. Could
such history be written, our eyes would be dim with
tears before we had turned a single page. Yes, there
are the names of those brave men, some with
decorations, some without. God alone knows how
many Victoria Crosses were, won by those whose deeds
are unrecorded by the pen or the lips of men.
I shall not easily forget a conversation with the
wife of a soldier—a man in the ranks—during the
war. " My husband's coming on leave tomorrow,"
she said. " He's got the V.C., and the King's going
to give it him at Buckingham Palace "—she spoke in
a matter of fact and quiet voice. Then she added:
" He crawled across 200 yards of open ground, under
fire, four times, carrying first his lieutenant, and then
his mate. His lieutenant lived just long enough to
say, ' For God's sake, give that man the V.C.' But
my husband says he was wounded himself, and hardly
knew what he was doing, and can't think why
he should have won the V.C. when lots of others
deserve it just as much."
So, in your Book of Life, I look at the pages turned
over each day by one of you, and think of the
unrecorded deeds—deeds that are most surely written
in another Book of Life. Some day these deeds will
be known—known to the wife, the mother, the father,
the children and friends, who watched them go with
a smile, and who looked in vain for their return.
Some day, in God's great mercy, you will join
them—in the company of those who have washed their
robes, and have made them white in the Blood of the
Lamb.
Let us now stand, and thank God for their
' Christian service and true chivalry.' "
The congregation stood whilst the ViceDean offered
the special supplication :—
Let us remember with thanksgiving and with
all honour before God and men, the men of all
ranks of the Buffs who have fallen in the service
of our king and country.

And let us pray unto God that we may have
grace to direct our lives after their good example :
that this life ended, we may be made partakers
with them of the glorious Resurrection in the Life
Everlasting.
After a few moments of silence the congregation
reverently repeated the words :—
Unto God's gracious mercy and protection we
commit them: The Lord bless them and keep
them ; The Lord make his face to shine upon them
and be gracious unto them; The Lord lift up the
light of his countenance upon them and give them
peace.
Then followed Kipling's wonderful recessional
hymn :—
God of our fathers, known of old,
Lord of our farflung battle line.
Beneath whose awful hand we hold
Dominion over palm and pine—
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget—lest we forget!
Further prayers were offered, and the ViceDean,
standing at the foot of the Nave steps, received from
General Sir G. C. T. Bainbridge on behalf of the
Association of Past and Present Buffs, a cheque for
£150, as a first instalment towards the endowment
fund for the upkeep of The Buffs Memorial in the
beautiful Warriors' Chapel.
The " Last Post" and " Reveille," effectively
sounded by a Buffs bugler from the top of the Rood
Screen, the Blessing, given by the ViceDean, and
a verse of the National Anthem concluded a remarkably
impressive service.
At the close, led by General Sir Arthur Paget
and the ViceDean, old comrades and present members
of the regiment slowly filed past the memorial in the
Warriors' Chapel, wreaths being deposited at the foot
of the memorial by the various district branches of the
Association.
The hymns during the service were accompanied
by The Buffs Depot Band.
MARCH PAST IN PRECINCTS.

After the service, the column  reformed in the
Precincts, and, headed by the bands, marched past
the Colonel of the regiment, Sir Arthur Paget, with
whom stood MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell,
General Sir Guy Bainbridge and Colonel H. Findlay.
Sir Arthur took the salute as The Buffs marched past.
The Old Comrades, from snowyhaired veterans of
Britain's past wars to the young veterans of the world
conflict, from the townbred man to the country
worker, marching behind two old  Chelsea Pensioners
(Messrs. Marriott and Brophy), and four Duke of
York's'School boys (sons of fallen Buffs), made a brave
show. They marched past very smartly and demon
strated that the years since the war had not robbed
them of their military precision, which has been since
assimilated by the recruits who followed. It was,
indeed, a memorable sight!
The column then returned to the Depot, where
lunch was served in the drill sheds to all atending
the parade.

{The Kentish Gazette and Canterbury Press).
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Past and Present Association, The Buffs.
ANNUAL REPORT.
1ST APRIL, 1927 TO 31ST MARCH, 1928.

Executive Committee.—During the period under
review the Committee has held ten meetings, the
greater part of the business transacted at these
meetings has been duly published in The Dragon.
General Sir Arthur Paget, Colonel of the Regiment,
has nominated General Sir Guy Bainbridge to continue
in office as Chairman of the new Committee for a
further period of twelve months and Brig.General
R. C. McDouall, Colonel R. E. Power and Major P. W.
Tomlinson as members, in addition to the Officers
Commanding the 1st and 2nd Battalions and the Officer
Commanding the Depot.
Sir Arthur Faget wishes to place on record
his appreciation of the good work and assistance
rendered by the retiring members—Lt.Colonel R. S. I.
Friend and Major G. D. Hickman.
Memorial Servioe—Continued from preceding page.
Amongst those present were :—
General Sir Arthur Paget, MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T Baiubridge,
MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell. Brig.General R. C. McDouall,
Colonel H. Findlay, Lieut.Colonel R. S. I. Friend, Ha Worship the
Mayor of Chatham, 767779 S. Ashby, C. E.^Ashby; 8988 F. Ash, E.
Apthorp, 3564 Addley, 9196 J. Atkinson, W. Atkinson, 4515 E. C.
Ainge, 3818 G. H. Austin, H. Blackwell, G. Bridgeland, 4170 Burchett,
9069 H Bax, Barlow, 10067 Barham, 1548 W. Baker, 6071 J. Baker,
4501 T "Blizzard, 1152 Capt. A. Barton, 2441 H. Barnes, H. Bramble,
P Brice 5504 E. L. Bolton, Capt. T. Birrell, Capt. L. W. Barber.
2233 S. Brown, 4413 E. E. Bush, 6161 T. W. Bush 8269 H. T. Burt,
8 R H. Blacker, 4039 T. Bax, 2562 A. Bean, 208 T. Ballard, Col. J.
Body E Boulding, 7862 H. Brigden, W. J. Burton, Carter, J. A. Cook,
Capt Vf S. Cole, 6378959 Catter, 8769 A. T. Coley, 2116 Carden,
9255* Crook, 10641 Corrigan, 6279810 E. Capper 627124 C. Crouch,
628115 II. Crook, 1676 E. T. Cooper, 8809 C. E. Cooper, J. Cheshire,
Caot R. Child, Capt. E. A. Carter, 740 A. A. Cole, 4129 A. E. Coveney,
2072'D. H. Oarke, Capt. H. L Cremer, 6372 E. Couchman, F. W.
Cowell, C. Cowell, A. H. Dillon, 127674 W. Dray, Capt. S. B Donald,
4365 W. J. Dampier, 12640 G. T. Dalton, 4427 A. J. Debling, 4249
G S B. Dixon, 203178 G. Dear, R. Dray, 6278902 E. Edwards, 2903
C* Enelefifeld, Capt. J. Enright, 2S31 W. Elvev, W. Earl, F. Evans,
JbioTw Foster, G. Fincher/w. Farrier, A. J. Fagg, 6279827 Frew
4889 R Fletcher, W. C. French, 9580 S. Fludder, 1152 \V. Frith, 2078
H Futrele, 631 S. E. Fuggle, F. J. Frier, A. Grantham, 61 C. Giles,
2089 H Geddes, 2194 G Gammon, 1781 J. H. Green, 6279029 H.
Georee 629618 H. Goldup, 19270 C. George, Capt. V. Hallum, G.
Hogben, E Huboard, 4318 T. Home, 90040P. H. Hadlow, 201673 W. G.
Hadlow 6353 R. Hobday, 8845 Hogben, 2000 Hewson, 4071 C. Hirnns,
W K Holt, 1468 C. J. Hill, 4577 J. Hawkins, 8860 H. G. Hills, 9560
F.'A. Hart, A. Hodgson, G. Hayward, W. H. Hogoen, A. Htikins,
Idenden, R. Irons, R. Joyner, Johnnings, 1734 Justice, 4226 S. M.
Jeffry, 6542 A. Johnson, Major H. G.JamM, 4490 H. Jacobs, 1158
G Tefferv 2826 G. Jones, W. Kemp, E. T. Kelly, 6279olo Kingsmill,
2731 Kemp, B. Knowles, Major F. H. Keeler, T.D., J. Keepe, 787455
Kirk 9533 T. Lond, E H. Luck, 3969 W. Lester, 4322 R. lawson,
428I'E. Lowden, 6078 E W. Lamb, 1003 T. G. Long, H. Lansdell,
3578 lf S. M. Lancaster, 10635 T. W. Lee, J. Lancefield, A. Law, W . G.
Mace 1 E. Marchant, 4076 W. Mears, \V. Martin, R. Mount, 2073
W MArde 37 F. H. Mills, 6278478 A. Morgan, H. Murrell, H. E. Martin,
E. Mills, C.' Morris, 26572 Newport, 58258 J. H. Ncame, 6100 W. Negus,
W F. Pascall, Pont, 2829 E. Poxon, 8697 Peirce, 6143 Pope, 498
Parker 2010 E. Petch, 3942 A. Pankhurst, 3667 T. F. Peters, 6282849
T Parsons Fl. Phillips, E. A. I'asking, J. Robinson, A. Roberts,
110 Raines,' J. W. Richards, 628964 I,. T. Rye, G. Royel, 202542 R.
Richards, C. T. Reeves, T. J Smith, D. Saunders, J. Strange, P. Stroud,
A Steel E. Stupples, IV. J. Smith, Capt. Sharpe, Salmon, H. G.
Swinard,' 5692 Sangers, 2874 II. Smith, 2717 C.Q.M.S. Slanger, 1315
W Stone, 7071 W. Spelling, 4643 H. Shaw, 3139 S. Sangers, 2884 C.
Seath, 6192 H. Smith, S.Shackleton, 4773 G. Simpson, Capt. E. Smith,
203473 J. R. Stone, E. Sweeunan, 1311 E. Stanger, F. C. Stoker, E.
Sweetman, 4677 H. Smith, 4207 S. H. Smith, 5113 Taylor, 4530 Town,
CSM Twort, 6692 E. W. Tong, 3272 W. Tapsell, 1619 A. Tolhurst,
S C Turner. A. F. Tomsctt, 2062 N. Vaughan, 2323 E. B. Wittering,
4323 A. E. Warren, 1629 F. G. Wood, 2755 J. E. Wilson, 4446 W.
Wackrell, 2398 S. Wilson, 628003 A. J. Wlialey, 7367 A. W. Watson,
R Wickens P. D. Wood, W. Wagborne, G. Whiteman, B. Wisdom,
A" T Wilson, T. Wakefield, A. G. Wilson, J. Wilson, R. Wakefield,
6914 White. J. Weaver, 6279039 Williams, 6282061 F. Wortliington,
20383 T VvSuiains, 1316 G. Weller, 2S83 H. Ward, 2076313 J. Wight,
8102 C. Young, 1474 F. York, P. H. Young.

Membership.—The total number of new members
enrolled during the period is 520, of which 21 are Life
Members. To date (25/7/28) an additional 206 Annual
Members and 234 Life Members have joined, bringing
the total membership to 2,352, an increase over the
preceding year of 497.
The Committee is very satisfied with this increase,
which is primarily due to the excellent work carried
out by the 2nd Battalion and the various Branches.
The names of a certain number of members who have
not paid their subscriptions for the period 19271928
have been temporarily deleted from the l i s t b u t
there is every reason to hope that a large percentage
of these will shortly have resumed their annual
subscriptions.
The recommendation contained in last year's report
that every endeavour should be made to encourage
men,. particularly whilst serving, to become Life
Members is now beginning to bear fruit; 217 men
serving with the 2nd Battalion have become Life
Members of the Association.
Branches.—Additional Branches have now been
formed and on the 31st March the strength of existing
Branches was as follows:—Ashford 156, London 347,
Dover 181, Weald 95, and since that date it is pleasing
to note that the Medway Branch has been started with
Headquarters at Gillingham.
The expenditure incurred by these Branches in so
far as the headquarter's account of the Past and
Present Association and Benevolent Fund is concerned
is as follows :—
A dministration. Relief.
£ s. d.
£ s. d.
Ashford
...
1 19 4
4 10 0
London
...
 33 0 0
14 5 1
Dover
0 18 4
12 0
Weald
316 0
Permanent and temporary employment has been
found for the period under report for a total of 31, the
London Branch being primarily responsible for this
result.
The Motor School.—The motor school referred
to in the last report held its first course in September,
1927, and during the period under review has held three
courses at which 12 N.C.O.'s and men attended.
The satisfactory result of these courses is only now
being felt, as recently three of those trained have been
found permanent employment.
The Committee would again request all to remember
the existence of this, school so that when they hear of
any vacancies for men so qualified, they will at once
notify the Secretary of the Association.
The Cottage Homes.—The Homes are at present
in excellent repair and occupied by satisfactory tenants.
Your Committee has recently been able to invest
certain accrued income amounting to £300, thereby
it has been found possible to debit to the Cottage Home
account, pensions allotted to occupants, which were
formally debited to the Benevolent account.
Regimental Memorials.—Every endeavour has
been made to keep in touch with the Regimental
Memorials and during the period under review, the
Memorial in the churchyard of St. Gregory, Canterbury,
has been entirely renovated. This renovation was
undertaken and paid for by the Sergeants of the Depot.
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"The Dragon."—The circulation has been
maintained. The profits for the period under review
amounted to £215 Os. 2d., an increase of £49 8s. Od.
over the preceding year. The sum of £300 has been
transferred from The Dragon account to the account
of the Past and Present Association.
The Buffs Warriors' Chapel Endowment Fund.
At the request of the Dean, your Committee has
decided to support the movement recently introduced
jentitled " The Friends of Canterbury Cathedral."
The Committee, after carefully considering the
Dean's request, decided that the best way to effect this
was to form The Buffs Warriors' Chapel Endowment
Fund.
The main idea supporting this decision was, if
possible, to strengthen the almost possessive association
of the Regiment with the Warriors' Chapel, which as
all know, contains so many Regimental Memorials.
Finance.—The balance* sheets and statements of
accounts were published in the August . Dragon and
copies are now before you.
The Committee considers these accounts are
satisfactory.
Sd. E. G. T. BAINBRIDGE,
MajorGeneral,
Chairman Executive Com., Past 6 Present Association.
Committee (Meeting.
The Minutes of the 80th meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the Past
and Present Association, The Buffs, held at the Depot
on Saturday, 11th August, 1928, at 10.30 a.m.
Present:
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge, K.C.B.
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
LtColonels R. S. I. Friend, D.S.O. and J.
Crookenden, D.S.O.
Majors F. W. Tomlinson and C. S. Field, O.B.E.
Captain C. J. JVood, M.C.
MINUTES of the last meeting were passed and signed
by the Chairman.
Past and Present Association.
In attendance : Mr. F. W. Cowell and Mr. J. Lance
field, Ashford Branch.
MEMORIALS.—An expenditure not exceeding 15/
was approved for the removal of a memorial to the
late Pte. Poile of the Regiment, now behind the organ
in the Garrison Church, Canterbury, to a better sight.
FINANCE.—(a) The appeal for help to cover the
funeral expenses of the late
was considered, and
it was decided that no assistance should be rendered.
(b) A loan up to £12 was approved in the case of Mr.
for the purchase of a propelled chair for his
invalid wife. In this connection it was decided
that before the purchase be made, the Secretary
should ascertain .whether a serviceable chair
could be obtained for this sum.
(c) Regarding the widow of the late
. The War
Office having granted an allowance of £61 per
annum for herself and son, it was decided
that before considering any further assistance
from the Benevolent Fund, the Secretary
should ascertain whether .it would be possible
to obtain a grant for her, either from the Bourke
Trust, Officers Families' Fund, or the British
Legion.
DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT.—This was read and
approved.
SUBCOMMITTEE.—With reference to the proposal
of the London Branch that a subcommittee of the
Association should be established and be constituted
by one representative of each Branch, it was decided
that the view of all Branches should be obtained from.
their representatives at the meeting to be held in
Canterbury on Saturday, 18th August.

MOTOR SCHOOL.—Lt.Colonel Crookenden promised
to try and find a suitable man to take over the duties
of instructor to the motor school when the present
instructor leaves Canterbury in October.
PROCEDURE.—It was decided that in future,
immediate cash assistance should only be given by
Branches, to members of their respective Branches.
WARRIORS' CHAPEL ENDOWMENT FUND.—It was
decided that a cheque should be presented to the Dean
by the Chairman, after the Memorial Service on the
19th instant and that this should be as large as
possible. It was estimated that £150 would be avail
able for this purpose by that date.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING.—To be held at
Canterbury on 15th September at 5.30 p.m.
DISBURSEMENTS.

During the period 18/7/28 to 18/8/28 :
The following disbursements have been made :
£ s. d.

July 23. Grant
Loan...
Grant
Grant
28. Grant
31. Grant
Aug. 1. Grant
14. Grant
Grant
Grant
15. Grant
17. Grant
18. Grant

0 5 0

3 0 0
3 0 0

...

0 10
10
2 0
2 0

0
0
0
0

3 0 0

2 0 0
10 0

0 15 0

10 0
0 6 0

DONATIONS.

The following donations have been received :—
£ s. d.

Anonymous
Captain N. Rankin

0 12 0
0 6 0

NEW MEMBERS.

The following new members have been enrolled:—
Life Members.—E. Abbott, T. Avery, F. Baker, W. Bell, T. Burford
W. Byrne, S. Cork, G. Curran, F. Dixon, R. Foad, F. Flccknell, A*
Garratt, A. Gallagher, W. Harding, F. Heathfield, W. Hatherley
E. Jarvis, D. Knight, A. lane, C. Lee, A. Miller, 'C. Mahoney K. New'
E. Pooley, J. Pettitt, C. Reynolds, W. Sandom, E. Sharpe, H. Spice'
P. Taylor, A. Tofts, W. Tootill, T. Wales, J. Wills, J. Wakefield, R*
Woodard, A. Buxton, R. Grubb, C. Garrett, W. Epps, H. Lucy, T
Baker, R. Taylor, S. Bone, J. Field, W. Harding, J. Gower, R. Almond
W. Bailey, H. Bard, E. Blanch, S. Burgess, R. Clinton, J. Clinker p'
Dyke, W. Flegg, M. Flanagan, B. Ford, A. Gleed, A. Harrison, A. Hills
A. Hudson, A. Hope, H. Jordan, F. King, T. Laulor, W. Miles £'
Parsons, J. Peebles, G. Richards, F. Rush, M. Sedgwick, T. Smart
T. Smart, V. Toms, H. Tracey, H. Thomas, H. Viney, G. Wiles, F!
Woodcock, J. Wilkinson, A. Ridout, S. Wcod, F. Spreadbury w!
Woolnougli, H. Mitchell, E. Wilson, A. Phillips, T. Bentiev, F Goldintr"
F. Williams, W. McBride, W. Hamer, J. Presnail.
'
C. Englefield, J. T. Goddcn, C. J. Hayden, D. M. Jee, P. J. Neat, E!
Nye, M. Pepper, F. C. Pearson, J. W. Richards. R. R. Shepherd, A". W*
Stubbs, A. J. Shirley, A. D. Shirley, L. Walter, W. Myslev, R. Fordham
E. J. Noble, H. G. Hills, G. W. Hurrel, R. Worthington," A. C. Crothall!

London Branch.
Owing to Canterbury Depot Past and Present Week, the usual
business meeting at the " Windsor Castle " did not take place. Mem
bers, however, who remained behind, turned up for a " Chin Wag."
THANK YOU.—The London Branch tenders its sincere thanks to
these who have augmented the Branch funds bv recent contributions
GARDEN FETE, 1929.—At the Branch Committee Meeting on the
9th June, Capt. Enright outlined a scheme for the big fete next year
The scheme met with approval and as a preliminary canter it was
decided to hold a Derby Sweep and Mr. Jantb undertook to organise
this event. Work in connection with the fete will proceed forthwith
BRANCH SECRETARY.—The payment of five shillings per week
made to Mr. Ainge was consolidated to a fixed sum of One Pound per
month. This payment is made entirely out of the Branch Funds.
SCROUNGING.—A case of "scrounging" having been brought to
the notice of Capt. Enright by a member of the Committee, the name
c f the individual concerned is struck off the roll of the Branch and he
is debarred from attending the meeting room in future. The name and
address of this man has been forwarded to Canterbury.
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The Ashford Branch at the Memorial Service.

VISIT TO CHATHAM.—Subject to the approval of the Medwav and
District Branch, it is proposed to pav a visit to Chatham at the
November meeting of this Branch. Mr. Bolton was authorised to make
charabanc arrangements.
ACCOUNTS.—The suggestion of the Treasurer that an account oe
opened at Messrs. Barclay's Bank and styled " The Past and Present
Association, The Buffs (London Branch) " was approved and Capt.
Carter, M.C. was instructed to proceed in the matter. The treasurer
intimated the accounts of the Branch would be made up from month
to month and be ready for each meeting.

C TU\R,n OF IIonour—11 was pleasing to see the large contingent
ol the Branch all with decorations, regimental ties and badges, lined
up as a Guard of Honour to the 2nd Battalion 011 the occasion of the
new colours being presented by the Right Honourable The Lord Mavor
of London. Well done.

LADIES' GUILD FETE.
Th<r Ladies' Guild held a Garden Fete in London 011 4th August.
ae riun caused many to stay away, but nevertheless, a goodlv number
turned up. 'the Fete was opened by The Hon. I,ady LyndenBell
who came with her daughter, loaded with flowers of great variety.
As practically everything was given, there were no expenses worth
speaking about and in consequence, the net result of «T2 16s. lOd
was splendid.

The Fete was purely a " private" affair and no members of the
outside public were admitted unless introduced by a member of The
Ladies Guild or The London Branch of the Association.
The Stallholders were :—
Refreshments :
Mrs. Carter, Mrs. Austen, Mrs. Hukins, Mrs.
Lamb, Mrs. Bolton, Mrs. Bird and Miss
Enright.
Old Bill :
Capt. Carter, M.C. and Mr. Hill.
Roulette :
The Misses Millechamp and Burt.
Shooting Range :
Capt. Enright.
Kicking the Football: Mr. Lamb.
IIoopla :
Mrs. Enright and Mrs. Burt.
Round the World :
Mr. E. Carter and Mr. J. Coglilan.
Flower Stall:
Mrs. Rye, and Mis. Mickey.
Race Game :
Mr. Austin.
Cokernuts :
Mrs. L. Hukins and Mrs. Watts.

Raffles took place as under :—
Regimental Cake :
Won by Miss Millechamp.
Delysia Nightdress :
Presented by Miss Enright. Won by Mrs.
Price.
Parcel of Groceries :
Presented by Mr. and Mrs. Hill. Ticket
number 25, unclaimed.
Pearls in Case :
Presented by Mrs. Burt. Won by Mr.
Rickctts.
Hot water bottle cover : Presented by Mrs. Carter. Unclaimed
ticket number 56.
Unclaimed rallies by 20th September will be disposed of, as donors
request.
D.ES.

Dover Branch.
Our usual monthly meeting took place 011 the 2nd August at the
Drill Hall, but the Dovorians did not roll up quite so well as
usual. There is too much 011 at this season of the year in Dover
What, with Community Singing in the Granville Gardens, Cricket,
Tennis and Bowls, not to leave out the Gardens, we are luckv to
get as many as we do.
Major Foster took the chair and business was brisk.
Lieut. Sherwood appealed for support for the Oriental Fair to be
held on the 15th and 16th and soon raised a party for the procession
around the Town 011 the I3lh. These are to be dressed in the past and
present uniforms of the Territorial Force. This procession should helo
1
greatly.
The Branch decided to change its meetingnight from the first
Thursday to the Second Friday in the month. If convenient to "D"
Company, this will commence in September.
We got to business with our party who are to visit Canterbury 011
Sunday the 19th. The members of the Branch who are in "D"
Company, 4th Battalion will be going separately. This lowers our
numbers, but we muster roughly between fifty and sixty. So there
should be quite an excitable Sunday morning in the Market Square
when we all embark.
Two new members joined and we have now passed the two hundred
mark. Duberry Evans is going to try and beat Sgt.Drummer Tripp
who leads by a good margin at present.
How can we rope in those twenty or thirty old Buffs in Dover
who should join us ? Those old 1st and 2nd Battalion men who are
sitting 011 the fence. They could bring our numbers along to nearly
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Past v. Present Cricket Match, August 18th.

IVJedway Branch.
Wonderful enthusiasm prevailed when the Fourth General Meeting
of the Medway and District Branch was held at the New Inn, High
Dillingham, on Saturday, July 28th. The licensee, "Buffy" Bill
Ward, formerly of the 2nd Battalion, did all he could for the comfort
of the members, but the room he put at our disposal was all too small,
for well over sixty of the boys turned up. Our chairman, Capt. A.
Barton, had recovered sufficiently from his recent indisposition to
take the chair and we w ere honoured by the attendance of one of the
regimental holders of the Victoria Cross. The distinguished visitor,
wiio was given a reception befitting a hero, was Major D. J. Dean, of
Gorecourt, Sittingbourne who won the coveted decoration during the
great war whilst serving with the 1/1 Battalion. After the routine
business he was introduced to the company by Capt. Barton and
mentioned that members of the Association at Sittingbourne had so
far been like a dog without a home because no branch had been in
existence in the locality until the Medway and District organisation
was formed. It had given the men there great pleasure to learn that
they were to be taken into the fold of the Medway section and become
part and parcel of the branch and he offered all possible assistance in
the matter of enrolling those not at present members of the Association,
t was afterwards derided to arrange a meeting at Sitiingbournc for
Satmday evening September 15th and many members of the branch
volunteered to make up a party of encouragement.
Another visitor dining the evening was Genetal Sir Arthur Lynden
Bell, who has fathered the branch ever since its inauguration in April
Inst, and he was listened to with keen attention when he described the
scene in London the previous day when new colours were presented
to the 2nd Battalion bv the Lord Mayor of London. Four hundred
and fifty men he said, came up from Aldershot, and the whole oi the
men from the Canterbury Depot were in attendance.
Three
thousand spectators saw the ceremony and one of the Guards' officers
told him that he had never seen anything like it. That was echoed
by the Lord Mayor in the course of a wonderful speech and the sight,
said Sir Arthur, " brought a lump into my throat." lie added, amid
loud applause, " The men did enormous credit to the regiment."
Arrangements in regard to the August celebrations at Canterbury
were detailed by the Hon. Secretary (Mr. S. II. Smith), who intimated
that lie had made arrangements for buses to convey a party to the
Depot on Sunday. 19th. A good number gave in their names, whilst
others notified their intention of travelling down on the Saturday.
A proposal to Hold an annual branch dinner was received with great
enthusiasm and it was decided that it should take place at the Paget
Hall, Paget Row, Dillingham, on Friday, September 21st. A menu
was suuniitted oy the Secretary, in whose hands it was decided to
leave further arrangements. Tickets will be 3/6 each and the com
mittee will welcome representatives from all branches.

His Worship the Mayor of Chatham and Mrs.
Osborne Taylor at the Presentation of
Colours,
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The Canterbury Cricket Week.

T

HOSE who were present during the Cricket Week
know what a jolly good show it was, but
to others who, unfortunately, were unable to be there
the impressions of an eye witness may not be without

mteFrom

the cricket point of view the Kent public
could not fail to he entirely satisfied. The County
recorded two wins and kept its place in the Champion
shin table, our friends—the enemy—Lancashire,
unfortunately doing the same. We saw some typically
Kent hatting by Woollev and Hardmge whilst, the
bowhng of " Tich" Freeman and Marriott may fairly
be said to have " stuck 'em up." Perhaps however,
the most popular cricket item of the week was the
innings of 40 by " Tich " at the end of the Kent innings
in the Essex match, every hit (and there were some
extraordinarily good ones) being greeted with the
PtheUsocial point of view and that of the
Regiment, the week was a record success. On the
Saturday, rain descended in buckets from an early
hour and the whole thing was literally a complete
'wash out.' By Monday, however, the Clerk of the
weather had recovered himself and produced ideal
conditions. There were about 14,000 people on the
ground and our Enclosure and Tea Tent were filled to
overflowing. We had many distinguished guests,
including the Archbishop of Canterbury and Mrs.
Davidson, and Lord and Lady Hams, and je were
very glad to see among others Major and Mrs. Booth
and Colonel Sparrow, whose appearances at the Cncket
Week are all too rare. A remarkable feature of the
day was a monster lunch party, given by Major Field
and Captain Howe, at which 46 people sat down Such
an enormous party must be a record in the annals of
our Canterbury Cricket Week Club.
« # .<
Tuesday of the Cricket Week is usually an off _
day, hut thanks, perhaps, to the
wash out
of Saturday, was by no means so on this occasion. We
had a rattling day's cricket, which unfortunately
owing to the deadliness of the Kent bowling finished
at 4 o'clock. But we had a very cheery lunch and tea
and were able to entertain Sir Henry Streatfeild, Lord
Fitzwalter and many other old friends of the Regiment.
Everyone was particularly delighted to see Cojonel
Wll<From

TrCThe principal event on Wednesday was the lunch
given by our Club to the Old Stagers, 26 of whom
accepted our invitation. Needless to say it was a most
enjoyable function. It was delightful to see Lady
Crutchlev looking younger and if possible, more
charming than ever and also our old friend Mr. Tassell,
now a London Metropolitan magistrate who is the
last to keep his Old Stager name of Mr BellRoper.
And then there was Miss Fabia Drake. What a pretty
girl she is ! Here, perhaps, it may be permissible to
refer very briefly for the benefit of Buffs abroad, to the
performances of the Old Stagers during the week.
Their two shows ' The Sport of Kings and Loyalties
were by general consent, up to the highest traditions
of the Old Stagers. From the Buff point of view,
however, the outstanding theatrical features were the
performance of Lord Harris (who, of course, is not
only a Buff, but a very great one) m the part of Lord
St Erth in ' Loyalties' and that of Major Henry
Hardy in the Epilogue. The title of the latter was
" Adonis uptodate" and who will ever forget the
performance of Major Hardy as Big Bill of Chicago.
But to continue regarding the social side of the
week. Thursday was as usual a very busy day and
among other welcome arrivals we saw Major and Mrs.
Tylden Pattenson and their charming daughter.

General Sir Robert Whigham, C.inC. Eastern Com
mand, lunched at our tent and spent the day with us.
He was so delighted with the atmosphere that he said
he was determined to come again next year. We hope
he will.
,
Friday—the last day of the week—is always rather
sad. Cricket is generally a ' fizzle out; the
attendance is, as a rule, poor and the only thing to do
is to remember the good time one has had and to wish
one's friends au revoir till next Cricket Week.
But before closing the writer has a very
pleasant thing to do and that is to return our heartiest
thanks to those who contributed towards making the
week the great success it was from the Buff point of
view. We thought last year that the arrangements
could not be improved on, but the apparently
impossible was nevertheless accomplished.
The space in the enclosure and Tea Tent seemed to
be larger and in spite of the fact that we had over 700
guests on Thursday, there was an almost entire absence
of queues.
And we owe a very great debt of gratitude to Mrs.
Chapman who with her usual kindness supplied many
flowers and to Mrs. Findlay, Mrs. Penlington, Mrs.
Vallance, Miss Ronald and the other ladies who spent
hours in arranging the floral decorations of our Tea
Tent and enclosure.
Great praise is also due to Sgt. Goodwin and has
staff for their admirable work.
Lastly, but by no means least, we are greatly
indebted to Bandmaster Hewitt and the 2nd Battalion
Band and to the Depot Band for enlivening the
proceedings with delightful music.
For the benefit of Buffs abroad, here is a list of
some of the Buffs who were present.
Col. BradleyDyne, Col. Friend, Brig.General
McDouall, MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell,
MajorGeneral Sir E. G. T.. Bainbridge, Capt. Eric
Allen, Capt. H. Baird, Mr. Bruce, Colonel Burns,
Colonel Buttanshaw, Major Eric Clarke, Major Collard,
Major Colley, Col. Crookenden, Mr. Crozier, Col.
Dunstan, Major Reeves, Capt. FosterHall, Major
Hickman, Capt. Hitchcock, Mr. Hoare, Major James,
Mr. King, Colonel Lionel Knight, Major Meakin, Capt.
Monins, Capt. Morley, Capt. NewtonMoss, Col. Munn
Mace, Mr. Penlington, Major Tomlinson, Capt.
DampierPalmer, Major Foster, Capt. Terry, Capt.
Wood, Capt. Willows, Capt. Stronge, Messrs.
Robertson, Knocker, Airy, LyndenBell, F. W. B.
Hardcastle, Mr. Poile and Mr. Duncan Rose.
Among the ladies present, in addition to those
already mentioned, were :
Mrs Crookenden, Mrs. and Miss Hulke, Mrs.
and Miss Ronald, Lady and Miss LyndenBell, Mrs.
Ravenhill, Mrs. Reeves, Mrs. Loyd Hardcastle, Mrs.
Willows, ' Mrs. Eric Allen, Mrs. Miller (Miss Ethel
Kelly), Mrs. D'Aeth (Miss Evelyn Kelly), Mrs. Eric
Clarke, Mrs. R. Friend, Miss Ellis (Capt. Foster Hall s
fiancee), Mrs. Henry Hardy, Mrs. McDouall, Mrs.
Meakin, Miss Ella Lee, Mrs. Monins, Mrs. Norman,
Mrs. DampierPalmer and Mrs. Gordon Home (Miss
Violet Chapman).
AI B
We hear much nowadays of the deterioration of manners. That
the old stvle gallantry is still alive, however, may be gathered from
the following incident:—A certain lady arrived at our endosurc on
the "Ladies' Day " of the Cricket Week where, to be correctly dressed,
is, from the ladies' point of view, all important She discovered to
her horror that she had lost off her shoe, a button without which
the shoe would not stay on. In her distress she appealed to
a celebrated Buff who most gallantly cut the button off his shirt which
was sewn on oy a kind lady and all was well. At their urgent request
we suppress the names of those who took part in this charming incident.
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Round and About.
A glance at the daily press is sufficient
to show that we are once more in
" the Silly Season." The mighty—or
the newsworthy classes—are scattered, over the country
anywhere but in London. Some are slaying birds in
Scotland; others are ' enjoying the delights of
sophisticated resorts such as Deauville. Even I am
far from my usual haunts, as far west as it is possible
to be in England. There is no need to be mysterious
about it; I am in that wild, grim, friendly part of the
country round about Land's End. There are
a hundred and one reasons why Cornwall is the ideal
place for a holiday. Every railway guide and travel
handbook will give you most of them, but they are
worth reiterating. To begin with Cornwall—that is
that part of it west of Penzance—is as unusual in
appearance as any jaded changeseeker could desire.
The gaunt, rolling landscape, the rough stone walls
and scattered homesteads suggest parts of Ireland but
are unlike anything else in England. The country
people are good to look at and pleasant to deal with,
even though they have to cope with a yearly increasing
number of trippers. The air is magnificent and the
food delicious.
THE DEARTH
OF TOPICS.

*

*

*

*

A COUNTRY
OF ROMANCE,

Cornwall is richly
endowed with
historical associations and. legends
and I can think of no county which
is so well served by modern writers. I have said some
thing in these columns in past years of the work of
Crosbie Garstin whose Cornish trilogy,. "The Owls
House," " High Noon " and " West Wind " recreate
the Cornwall of smuggling days and Press bangs and
adventure at home and abroad.
" Q," or Sir Arthur Quiller Couch, who lives at
Powey, has written copiously about the " Delectable
Duchy " as he entitled one of his most readable stories.
There are other authors too, but these are my own
favourites.


THE LAST
TEST MATCH,

*

*

*

SO the West Indies have received their

third trouncing from England. It is
to be hoped that they are not unduly
castdown by the reverses. Personally, on the three
occasions that I have seen them in play, I have enjoyed
myself hugely because they play cricket in the real
sense of the word. Their batting broke down before
England's bowlgrs, hut their bowling and, on the whole,
their fielding, was a joy to behold. I went to the Oval
on the second day of the last Test Match and saw some
magnificent fast bowling by Griffith, who seemed to
me to be Larwood's superior. The catches that got
rid of Hendren, Chapman and Hammond were thrilling
and the mercurial Constantine was always in the
picture. It is not sufficiently realised how great the
handicap of climate was to the visitors in their batting.
Their achievements in their own clear atmosphere
against first class bowling are sufficient proof of this.
I feel that the day will come when they will give the
mother country many a hard tussle and more than
one defeat. As the English captain said, it is unlikely
that the fast bowling to be played by English batsmen
next winter in Australia will be of the same high class
as that of the West Indians. We owe them a good deal
for this alone, to say nothing of their lighthearted
sportsmanship.
*

*

*

*

THE
It seems that Lancashire will once
CHAMPIONSHIP, more head the table. It may not be

ungracious to wonder whether this
would haye been so if they had not imported
Macdonald from Australia via the Lancashire League.

I am aware that there are precedents for these
importations, hut I think they are regrettable. Kent,
on whom many Southerners had set their hopes, failed
lamentably in critical games and threw away an easy
opportunity of a good win against Surrey. They
certainly do not deserve the championship.
*

*

*

*

CROOK PLAYS It is an age of excess, especially on the
AND THRILLERS, stage, but the cynic who observed

that " nothing succeeds like excess "
would have to eat his words as far as " fleshcreeping "
plays are concerned. There is a limit, I suppose, to
the credulity of even the great theatre going public.
The astonishing success of a play like " Dracula"
emboldened more than one author and financier to
present even less probable plays. The result has been
two dismal failures in the last month. Let us hope
that there will be a rest from such things for some
years.
*

»

*

*

THE
When the Second Battalion was
MARCH THROUGH marching past the Mansion House on
THE CITY.
its return to Waterloo and Aldershot

after receiving its new Colours, I was
standing with some other enthusiasts on an island in
the middle of the road. I noticed Sir Ian Hamilton
emerge from the Mansion House, where he had been
attending the Lord Mayor's reception of the winners
of the Scholarship Tour to Canada. Sir Ian was most
interested to learn that the Battalion was coming that
way and joined the group on the island to watch its
triumphal progress. He recalled having had
a composite battalion of the Buff
nd R.W. Kent
Regiment under his command in those faroff days in
Gallipoli.
*

. AN M.O.'S
WAR DIARY,

*

*

*

TO the now lengthy list of books about

the War by participants in it, must
he added " Medicine and Duty " by
Doctor Harold Dearden, late Captain, R.A.M.C. Doctor
Dearden, who recently had a play called " Inter
ference" running successfully at St. James's Theatre
with Sir Gerald du Maurier playing the lead, is the
author of several stimulating books of popular
philosophy. This war book is really his Diary written
on Service in the war. To my mind it is a model of its
kind, an eminently readable book by an M.O. who
served with a battalion, had a sense of humour, and
used his very acute powers of observation to the fullest
extent.

Past and Present.
A Thanet Branch.
One of the results of the muster of past and present
Buffs at Saturday's great gathering at Canterbury was
an allround expression 'of regret that the Isle
of Thanet, where so many old hands of the county
regiment reside and where there are Territorial platoons
raised, had no branch of the association at present.
London, Ashford, Dover, Chatham and many smaller
centres already possess flourishing branches.
On Sunday an undertaking was given at the Depot
of The Buffs that an effort would be made to bring
Thanet into line, ExR.S.M. W. Jeffery, M.C., and
R.Q.M.S. C. J. Mullett promising that they would assist
to launch the projected branch.
Will any old Buffs, of any battalion at any time—
before, during and after the Great War—communicate
with either of the warrant officers named ? The
address of the former is 14 Victoria Road, Ramsgate,
and notification to the latter may be sent to the Thanet
Advertiser Office; but, alternatively, exmembers of
the regiment may get into touch with either at the
British Legion headquarters, Cliff Street, Ramsgate.
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The Buffs Golfing Society.
Annual Meeting Arrangements.

T

Play over three Championship Courses.

HE Autumn Meeting will be held at Royal St.
George's, Sandwich, on October I7th, and
18th, the Committee and Members of that club having
again very kindly offered the courtesy of their green,
not only on those two days, but also on the 16th, the
day preceding the meeting, a privilege which is much
appreciated.
On October 19th a match will be played v. Prince's,
to be followed with a match v. the Royal Cinque Ports
Golf Club, Deal, on the 20th. Five days golf over
no less than three championship courses is indeed
a wonderful opportunity which will, it is hoped, make
for a record entry. In any ca£e it can surely be said
that no other golfing society can offer such an attractive
feast to its members.'
Competitions.
The competitions at the Autumn Meeting will be :—
(a) The Paget Cup for the best score on handicap over
36 holes, 18 holes being played on the morning
of each day.
(b) The best gross score over 36 holes to take place
concurrently with (a).
(c) Senior Medal, i.e., the best 18 holes on handicap
on either day for those with a handicap of
13 and under.
(d) J unior Medal: same as above for those with
a handicap of 14 and over.
(c) The best last 9 holes in second round of Paget "Cup.
(/) The LyndenBell Trophy, i.e., 18 holes Bogey
Competition on the afternoon of the first day.
There will be optional 2/6 sweepstakes on events
(а), (c), (d) and (/).
Headquarters.
The Headquarters of the Society will be at the
Guilford Hotel, Sandwich Bay, where a block of rooms
has been reserved provisionally. The terms will be
18/6 per day, exclusive of early morning tea.
There will also be accommodation at the Depot
for a limited number, and application should be made
to the MessPresident.
Entrance Fee.
The entrance fee will be 10/: there will be no
green fee.
Annual General Meeting and Dinner.
The Annual General Meeting to be followed by the
annual dinner, at which it is hoped as many members
as possible will be present, will take place at the
Guilford Hotel at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 16th.
The cost of the dinner to those not staying at the hotel
will be 6/.
The Agenda for the Annual General Meeting
will be :r
(1) Appointment of VicePresident, Captain and
Hon. Secretary for next year, vide Rule IV. (2).
(2) Minutes.
(3) Hon. Secretary's Report.
(4) Rule VI.
(5) Arrangements for next year.
(б) Any other Business.
Note.—Members wishing to bring any matter up
at the meeting are requested to notify the
Hon. Secretary not later than 1st October.

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

Honorary Secretary's Report.
Membership—On 30th August the number of
members was 153, showing an increase of 11 on
the total of last year.
Matches—(a) Since the Autumn meeting of last
year, and up to and including 30th August, the
Society has played 12 matches, winning 3 and
losing 8.
.
(b) The Committee propose that the following
matches be arranged if possible, for next
year::—
Littlestone ;
Royal St. Georges ;
Aldershot Command ;
Rye ;
Royal West Kent Regiment;
Prince's;
Royal Cinque Ports Golf Club;
Canterbury ;
Royal Kent Yeomanry.
Members wishing to arrange other matches are
asked to notify the Honorary Secretary.
Finance—The amount standing to the credit of
the Society on August 30th was £22 7s. 9d.,
a decrease of 2/8 as compared to that of last
year.
In addition the Society also holds ten £5
debentures in the Canterbury Golf Club.
Rule VI.—By a majority vote Rule VI. was altered
early in the year so as to eliminate the Bogey
Foursomes from both the Spring and Autumn
meetings, thus leaving the second afternoon of
each meeting free for the playing off of ties, if
any.
Rule VI. has accordingly been placed on the
agenda for the annual general meeting, to enable
the alteration to be confirmed or otherwise.
Arrangements for next year.—The Committee
recommend that, if possible, the Spring Meeting
be again held at LittlestoneonSea, and the
Autumn Meeting at Royal St. Georges.
HENRY H. C. BAIRD, Captain,
' Hon. Secretary.

Buffs' Mascot.

Dear Sir,
I am sending you a couple of " snaps " which may
be of interest to you, of the Buffs' radiator ornament
on my car.
I think it is the furthest east the mascot has yet
reached, as any further east would be west.
All the policemen here are natives, not old Buffs,
so the mascot does not serve to get me out of trouble,
but it is useful on a dark night coming out from some
affair, as I can always tell my car from a million others
by the feel of the dragon's tail on the radiator cap.
Iloile,
Yours truly,
Philippine Islands.
H. P. HOSKYN.
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Correspondence.
To THE FRIENDS OF CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL.
The Buffs Past and Present Association.
From a mother in Murston in memory of a son
who was killed by the bursting of a shell while
signalling at Sheikh Saad, January 6tli, 1916.

Regimental War Memorial Tablet
at R.M.C. Sandhurst.

(This letter accompanied one of the many donations to
The Warrior's Chapel Endowment Fund. Editor).

THE LATE CAPT. W. T. JOHNSON, M.C.
With reference to the death of my old friend,
I feel I ought to place on record the following incident
which took place during the fighting in the neighbour
hood of .St. Ouentin during the later period of the Great
War.

to THE GLORY OF Goo
AND IN M2MQSY Of ; i

CA?T.£.8.CHICH£5H«

After a particularly hard day's fighting, I received
a letter written in pencil under very adverse
circumstances " in the field " by the senior N.C.O.
remaining in Johnson's company and signed by thirty
N.C.O.'s and men of the company (there cannot have
been many more remaining unwounded) asking that
the gallantry displayed by their Company Commander
might be officially recognized. As there was no
officer remaining who could send in an account of his
action they took this method of bringing it to my
notice as Commanding Officer.

UorJ.W.a.A&C.His

CAPT, I FORT

CAPtJ.MCB.KONAiD
UE0TA.H.U.8UTTAN iH.AW
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UtUTCOl A D GEOSHS
i*»U£0?.D.WHAM!*OH£>
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CAPT.T.S.MSHERVSKTO N

CAPT.WR DAVIS
CAPTj.KTRTV.1CH
CAP LCI,0.0
SON
MAJOR axfusuey
At

2»»LlEVT
C APCHTS
i.'t'j: NViAfJ
CAPTCK.GMfMS

There was no doubt that Johnson had behaved
with great gallantry and determination and I was glad
to be instrumental in getting his services rewarded by
the M.C.
This is the only case which came under my notice
of an officer receiving an award on the signed recom
mendation of his entire Company.
I regret that I have delayed so long in sending you
the above account of an incident of which Captain
Johnson's relations and brother officers have every
right to be most proud.
R. G. POWER, Lieut.Col.,
I,ate Commanding 1 /The Buffs.
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THE 2ND BATTALION BAND.
Dear Sir,
I should like to take this opportunity of saying
how much I, as Chairman of the ITerne Bay Urban
District Council, appreciate the splendid performance
given by your Band during the past few days, under
the excellent eonduetorship of Mr. C. B. Hewitt. It
is only natural that we should take a keen interest in
the Band owing to the fact of it belonging to our
County Regiment, but Mr. Hewitt and his men seem
to have a happy naek of getting on so well with the
public that it is always a pleasure to know that they
are coming to play to us. Undoubtedly the success
achieved is due to the very gentlemanly and courteous
manner of Mr. Hewitt and I feel it only right that you,
as his Commanding Officer, should know of these facts.
Yours faithfully,
(Sgd.) GEO. CURSONS.
From Geo. Cursons, M.B.E., J.P.
To Lt.Colonel J. Crookenden, D.S.O.

'
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The 1st Battalion.
rPHE change over from
*
the plains to the
hills and the hills to the
plains is now complete.
"A" Company arrived in
Ranikhet on Saturday, 21st
July, and Captain Essell
immediately got busy with
" shikaris " and ordered
goats to be tied up all
round his bungalow so that
he might shoot a leopard
in comfort from his bed
room window. The following
day "C" Company em
barked in lorries and rolled
down to the palpitating heat five thousand
feet below.
' The roads at this time of year are in a
precarious condition, for after each day's rain
the shaley hillside slides down in tons and
either blocks the road altogether or carried
long stretches of it down into the steep valleys
below. Large gangs of coolies are continually
employed clearing obstructions, so that it is
never very long before lorries can gingerly
pick their way through the debris. In places
the road is so narrow that there is only just
room to squeeze through and one seems to
balance over giddy heights as though by
a miracle—an alarming business to those
unaccustomed to such ventures.
On Wednesday, 25th, "D" Company left
Bareilly, and if the roads have held, should
now be at Ranikhet.
Before the departure of Battalion Head
quarters and these two companies, C.S.M.
Beasley, assisted by Sgt. Meakin, revived the
A.D.S. and put on a very good variety show
in the cinema. A good deal of fresh talent
was discovered and we hear the cast kept a
packed house thoroughly entertained for three
hours. Now this dormant society has at last
resumed activity, we hope to see many more
performances when the battalion reassembles.
There is no doubt that there is plenty of
histrionic ability in the battalion, (as, indeed,
there always is amongst any large body of
British soldiers). It is merely a matter of
digging it out and then getting a good manager
to run the cast.

An account and criticism will be found
elsewhere of the team that represented the
battalion recently at Ranikhet in the Lucknow
and Meerut District Football League, and
in which we gained second place.

The heavy downpour of the monsoon has
enabled Rugger to be started again. We
hear "A" Company have a team that with
more training should be quite good. Other
companies are coming along, but as yet have
a lot to learn.

Football.
It was decided by the Meerut District Headquarters
to run a Meerut—Lucknow District Association
Football Tournament in Ranikhet this year and it was
to be considered as an eliminating competition for the
Murree Football Cup for the Units of these two
Districts.

In the Meerut District Boxing Tourna
ment held about the same time, our team did
not shine, although they fought pluckily
enough. The truth of the matter is we lack
at present a really good instructor in this
noble art. The main fault of most of our
team was that hardly any of them seemed to
know how to guard themselves, the
consequence being that several were knocked
out by the blows that should never have got
home, whilst others lost on points for the
same reason. More use too, should be made
of that most telling of blows, the straight left.
This is the best scoring shot of any and, in
addition, is the most staggering. Wild right
arm swings should be avoided like the plague.
They seldom do any damage and are most
exhausting to the deliverer. Exagerated
ducking is another bad fault that was, on
occasion, very apparent during this tourna
ment. Such tactics can never score and
sooner or later meet their own punishment
besides losing the sympathy of the referee and
judges. If those who entered the ring knew
more about how points were scored and how
the winner was judged, many fault! might be
omitted and disappointment saved. The
ignorance on this matter is abysmal.
During the tournament I was talking to
a man (not in the Buffs) who in his day had
been an almost first class army boxer in the
heavyweight class. On this occasion he had
lost his fight and said to me : "I think, sir,
I lost because I spoke to my opponent." As
a matter of fact all he said was, as he hung
between the ropes, in an aggrieved tone:
" I say, don't push !" And when he had
regained his feet the referee merely told him
that he would do any talking that was
necessary. But of course, it was absurd to
imagine that he would lose any points on this
account.
We were pleased to see Captain and Mrs.
Reid a few days ago, who had just arrived
from home.
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Eight teams entered and throughout the Tourna
ment good, keen and interesting football was witnessed.
Each team was allowed to nominate fourteen
players and only by consent of the committee was
a fifteenth man allowed to play, and then only in the
event of sickness or injury to those nominated ; so
once the selection had been made it had to stand.
The following were selected to represent the
Battalion : Goal: Pte. Prior ("D" Coy.) ; Backs :
Pte. Barnes ("A" Coy.), Pte. Burt ("C" Coy), L/Cpl.
Williams ("C" Coy.) ; Halves : Pte. Lenton ("C" Coy.),
Pte. Turner ("A" Coy.), L/Cpl. Bartlett ("C" Coy.) ;
Forwards: Dmr. Etheridge ("H.Q."), Pte. Bing
("H.Q."), Pte. Long ("D" Coy.), L/Cpl. Edwards
("C" Coy.), L/Cpl. Bartlett ("D" Coy.), Pte. Newbury
("D" Coy) and Cpl. Parrell ("C" Coy.)
Pte. Turner captained the side and was also
responsible for the training and fitness of the team
throughout the Tournament, and all those who were
able to see the team play, will agree that he carried out
his duties in a most efficient manner. Those who
were unable to see the team play should be able
to judge of his capabilities by the fact that the team
finished " RunnersUp " and only by the greatest
misfortune missed being the winners of the
Tournament.
Below is the order of the games in which they were
played and the results:—
Buffs v. 1st Bn. The Dorsetshire Regt. ... Won . 2—1
Buffs v. 2nd Bn. The Lincolnshire Regt.
Lost 0—1
Buffs v. 3rd Indian Div. Signals ...
... Won 1—0
Buffs v. 4th Q.O. Hussars
...
... Won 2—0
Buffs v. 2nd Bn. The Gloster Regt.
... Won 5—1
Buffs v. 28th Field Brigade R.A.
... Won 1—0
Buffs v. 1st Bn. The K.R.R.C. ...
... Lost 0—1
THE LEAGUE TABLE.

Goals
Team.
Pld. W. D. L. For. Agst. Pis.
Lincolns
7
6 —
1 22
8 12
Buffs
7
5 —
2 11
4
10
28th Brigade ... 7
4 —
3 19
8
8
K.R.R.C.
, ... 7
4 —
3 10
8
8
Dorsets
7
3 —
4
12 15
6
Signals
7
3
—
4
8 21
6
Glosters
7
2 —
5
8 19
4
4th Hussars
... 7
1
—
5
7
13
2
A glance in the goals " For " and Against " column
will convey to all that our Defence is good and our
Forwards weak. I therefore venture a few remarks
that may help the team in future Tournaments.
The practice of backs and halfbacks changing
positions with the forwards is a tactical mistake, and
should never occur unless one of the team becomes
injured. Wing men should never try and score goals '
from the " touchline " ; their primary job is to centre
the ball to their inside forwards. When centreing
the ball they should keep it out of the reach of the
Goalkeeper; nothing is more heartbreaking to an
inside forward than to constantly run up the field and
see the wing man put the ball into the goalkeeper's
arms or over the top of the crossbar. I think our
goals " For " in the League above would have been
doubled had the Wing men centred more accurately.
A few remarks about the Team as they played in
the Meerut—Lucknow League.
PTE. PRIOR.

A really good and reliable goalkeeper. Has an uncanny knack of
anticipating penalty kicks. Only four goals were scored against
him in the league.

L/CPL. WILLIAMS.
A good rightback. Is able to use his head to great advantage.
His first time out for the Regimental Side. Should not have
much difficulty in retaining his place.

PTE. BARNES.
A steady leftback; his first time out for the Regimental Side.
Would be quite good if he had a stronger kick.

PTE. BURT.
Was one of the fourteen nominated to play, but was not required.
In Company football he plays a good bustling game.

PTE. LENTON.
A very steady righthalf who feeds his forwards well.
PTE. TURNER.

Has been Captain of the Regimental Side for some years ; is very
sound in defence and gets many goals for the side by his accurate
long shots. Works hard and feeds his forwards well.

L/CPL. BARTLETT ("C" Coy.).

Quite the latest find in halfbacks, only quite recently turned out;
at lefthalf for his Company.  Tackles well and keeps his wing man
well in hand. Should improve greatly with experience. .

DMR. ETHERIDGE.
Deputised for the Regimental "rightwinger," but at present is
not up to Regimental Standard.

PTE. BING.
A good insideright with a strong kick. Would improve his play
considerably if he could move faster with the ball.

PTE. LONG.
Has fulfilled the difficult position of centreforward for the Regi
mental Side for some time. Hardworking and possesses a good
strong kick.

L/CPL. EDWARDS.

Has played for the Regimental Side for some years. Was at one
time the " outsideleft," but owing to an injury to the knee now
prefers to play " lefthalf," but through scarcity of forwards played
"insideleft" during the Tournament. A good hardworking
player with an accurate left kick.

PTE. NEWBURY.

A good " leftwinger," centres quite well.
side with more experience.

Will be an asset to the

L/CPL. BARTLETT ("D" Coy.).

Played two or three times during the Tournament on the left wing
and proved himself to be a hardworking winger with plenty of dash.
Centres quite well, but is inclined to put the ball a little too near the
goalkeeper.

CPL. FARRELL.
A good " outsideright," centres well. Would improve with more
speed.

LJ.W.

Sergeants' Mess.
Although things are quiet we have managed to do
something to keep us alive during the month and we
had a Miniature Range Shoot with the R.A.S.C.
Sergeants; also a Revolver Shoot for members of
the Revolver Club.
Lieuts. Oliver and. Andrews came along for a little
practice, hoping to show us really what they could do,
but we must blame their revolvers this time for their
score. They really came down for a bit of practice
on the sly for their Annual Course, but we were very
glad to see them and hope others will come along at
future dates.
The results of the Revolver Shoot are as follows :—
Rank.

Name.

R.S.M. Martin, M.B.E.
C.S.M. Farrow
C.Q.M.S. Pratt ....
C.S.M.I.M. Beasley 
Lieut. Oliver  ...
Lieut. Andrews, D.C.M.
C.Q.M.S. Holman ...

10 yds. 20 yds. 50 yds.
Slow.
Rapid. Slow.
19
15
11
22
10
9
17

26
27
17
26
23
17
25

16
20
6
7
12
3
4

Total.
61
62
34
55
41
29
46

Practice 1.—1st: C.S.M. Beaslev; 2nd: R.S.M. Martin; 3rd:
C.Q.M.S. Holman.
Practice 2.—1st: C.S.M. Farrow ; 2nd : C.S.M. Beasley ; 3rd :
R.S.M. Martin.
Practice 3.—1st: C.S.M. Farrow ; 2nd : R.S.M. Martin ; 3rd :
C.S.M. Beasley.
A ggregate.—C.S.M. Farrow, 1st; R.S.M. Martin, 2nd ; C.S.M. Beasley,
3rd.

MINIATURE RANGE SHOOT.

Pool Bull.—R.S.M. Martin.
Not many Members turned up for this Shoot owing to other duties,
but of course the usual excuse must be made about Miniature Rifles,
I suppose. However, we were beaten by 3 points. Defeat will have
to be avenged in due course.
:

the dragon
1ST BATTALION THE BUFFS

V.

R.A.S.C.

ls< Battalion The Buffs.
Practices
Rank.
Name
1
2 Total.
R.S.M. Martin
37
37
74
C.S.M. Beaslev
28
26
54
L/Sgt. Stace
28
27
55
Sgt. Waters
24
22
46
Sgt. Papworth
20
27
47
Sgt. Goss ...
9
29
38
Total

314

R.A.S.C.
Rank.

Name.

...

Sgt. Cully ...
Sgt. Rithnell
Sgt. McQuade
Sgt. Brown
Sgt. Shackleton
Sgt. Wilki ...

Practices
1
2 Total.



..
..
.
.
.
.

Total ..

44
31
31
29
28
12

37
21
20
16
30
22

77
52
51
45
58
34
317

_{ hear that Sgt. Robinson is due to go away to the
Indian Army Ordnance Corps shortly.
L/Sgt. Stace has returned from Pachmarhi Small
Arms School and did very well and Sgt. Hadaway has
proceeded to Ranikhet to take over PaySergeant
(Alma Barracks) vice Sgt. Robinson.
Sgt. Larkin, recently from the 2nd Battalion is
doing Quarter Bloke of "C" Company, while Tubby
Lane is doing Q.M.S. at the Depot, Alma Barracks.
RIFLE SHOOT.

We held a Rifle Shoot on Saturday, 14th, the results
being as follows :—
Practices.
2
3 Total.
10
8
34
5
13
21
13
10
33
7
8
26
7
7
21
16
6
39
13
7
31
12
2
26
17
13
41
10
0
24
10
15
34
14
3
32
0
5
5
12
1
24
16
11
42
17
10
41
14
17
36
12
1
24
12
10
30
15
11
36
. Winner of Silver Spoon : C.S.M. Farrow.
Winner of Wooden Spoon : Sgt. Chambers.

Rank.
Name.
Sgt. McLean
... <
C/Sgt. Hall
Sgt. Goss
Sgt. Brophy
Sgt. Cross
C.Q.M.S. Pratt
R.S.M. Martin, M.B.E.
Sgt. Baker
Sgt. Sharp
Sgt. Turner
C.S.M. Beasley
Sgt. Vale
Sgt. Chambers
C.S.M. Mould
C.S.M. Farrow
Sgt. Blake
Sgt. Perry
Sgt. Larkin
.Sgt Curtis
R.Q.M.S. Evans ...

1
16
3
10
11
7
17
11
12
11
14
9
15
0
11
15
14
5
11
8
10
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Congratulations to S./Sgt. Johnston on the birth of
a son at Ranikhet. We are pleased to say that both
mother and son are doing well.
R.S.M. Martin and C.S.M. Beasley have just
returned from leave at Ranikhet, where, judging by
the appearance of the latter, they must have had an
agreeable time.
The Casuals of H.Q. Wing are in the turmoils of
Weapon Training. The Casuals are composed chiefly
of Signallers and No. 3 Group. The great " Oliver "
is in charge of one squad and as he has hardly done
any since 1924, finds himself in deep water now and
again.  Still, all's well that ends well and taking things
all round, it is a wonderful " drop of squad."
Lieut. Oliver, our Company Commander, has been
having a very busy time of it, for besides his duties
as O.C., H.Q. Wing and O.C., M.G. Platoon, he has
been acting Quartermaster whilst Mr. Andrews has
been on leave. He returned from his Shooting
Expedition looking very fit and pleased with himself
as he deserves to be.
Cpl. Clover is now out of hospital at Ranikhet after
his serious illness and, we are pleased to say, picking
up his strength again. It will be some time before he
is completely recovered as his heart was strained by
his sudden collapse due to heat exhaustion.
The .Signallers are shewing great enterprise by
running a Whist Drive every Thursday, light refresh
ments free, pay on Friday. This proves a great boon
at the " thin end of the week," when annas are scarce
and there is nothing much to do. Their efforts
are fully justified by results and we congratufate them
on their forethought. Our indebtedness is due to the
untiring work of Sgt. Vale and Pte. J. Langdon, the
great "Joe."
L/Sgt. Thomas is on a Machine Gim Course at
Ahmadnagar, where we are sure he will do well.
SPORT.

A.T.F.

H.Q. Wing.
PERSONALIA.

Ptes. Bing and Etheridge have gone to Ranikhet,
having been selected to play in the Battalion Football
Team in the Ranikhet League. We congratulate
them on being among the selected few and feel sure
they will fully justify the selectors in their choice
Cpl. Jarvis, L/Cpls. Cribben and H. Martin, Ptes.
Bentley and A. Taylor have also gone to Ranikhet to
take part in the Battalion Boxing Team at Ranikhet
in the Brigade Tournament. We wish them the best
of luck and feel sure that they will do well. This is
not by any means the first time they have boxed for
the Battalion. They were all in the winning team last
year. It will be noticed that they are all in the
Machine Gun Platoon which says well for the Sporting
spirit of the " Gunners."
We regret to say that B.M. Leach and Sgt. Meakin,
both of the Band, are in hospital, one with boils and
the other with a slight touch of dysentry. We wish
them a speedy recovery. They have both onlv recently
returned from leave at Ranikhet.

The winners of the first and second teams at hockey
received very nice silver medals, which were presented
by the wife of the 2ndinCommand, Mrs. Hart. The
first team played the remainder of the League, in which
we managed to draw, 2—2. It wa§ a splendid game,
some fine play being shewn on both sides. Bidwell
did not seem quite at home in goal as he usually does,
but later warmed up to the game and played like his
usual self. Our opponents scored in the first few
minutes of the game, but this only made our team
play all the harder. By half time we had equalised
and in the second half we scored our second goal a few
minutes before time. Our scorers were Girling and
Ferrell. Most of the other Sport has been chronicled
by the Group correspondents, so there is no need to
repeat it here.
O.S.
Machine Gun Platoon.
Recently we have been doing Regimental Duties, but now we are
all bard at work training again.
Cpl. Jarvis, L/Cpl. Martin, L/Cpl. Cribben and Ptes. Bentley and
Taylor are at Ranikhet at present where they have been representing
the Battalion in the Meerut and Lucknow Districts' Boxing Tourna
ment. Unfortunately, the Battalion team did not win, but by all
accounts, the gunners who were in the team put up a very good show.
Captain Reid, M.C. is shortly returning from U.K. where he has
been on leave. During his stay there he has taken unto himself a wife.
We must congratulate him on this event and we hope that all his
troubles may be " little ones."
During a shooting expedition recently, Lieut. Oliver was fortunate
enough to bag a tiger. This is his first, but we hope, not his last.
The following are the results of the sport which has taken place in
the platoon during the month :—

THE DRAGON
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FOOTBALL.
v. Drums
v. Drums
v. No. 3 Group
Dankers v. Followers

HOCKEY.
v. Indian Platoon
v. Indian Platoon

Drawn
Lost
Drawn
Drawn

1—1
1—0
0—0
0—0

Won

3—1

last

The next match was also against the M®' ®
&should
shewed our true form. If it was not for our °PP°n,f1^. ^Vram half
have had a good few goals to our credit. A few minutes from nau
time Ginger got away with the ball "P
in*0
net,
about fifty yards from the corner and Baldy headed |t into
the goalie having no chance to save it. Our defence plaj «J a p .
gam!, Mallet especially, who reputedly
s£,rC of
opposing forwards. The game finished in our favo
10.

Our team was as follows:—
HwesfiuSSP^iraflStt' Smith . and

2—1

CRICKET.
v No. 3 Group
Lost
Owing to several of our best players being away the team was
weakened considerably.
Dankers v. No. 3 Group
... Won.
, ,,
.
No. 3 Group had a full team, less two and our team tuned them by
35 runs.
„ _
,
T
Dankers v. "A" Company ... Lost.
Won (by 110 runs>
t,. Band
v. Band
...
Lost.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Will Pte. Trimm please inform us what a short run is ?
.
Can Gammon keep a cricket ball on the pitch and is he in
comoetition with Freeman of Kent ?
...
,
Johnson explain how a man who is knocked out can lose on

^*3 THE N.C.O. who used brickdust on the oil cans qualifying for
a job as storeman ?

GB

The Band.

In the " Wing " now, we have a football competition between the

being on the smal side, the ball was repeatedlyjdcked off the fie d.
We fcored the first goal. Old Malletwas ah* «« «£?£,
Us
The game ended in another draw of 11. the goali scoreu aw
was from a penalty, Twister Turner taking.the shot which beat our
or two of our players were partially crocked inthis; matchmca,
nearlv had his " railings knocked out and Ginger had a gam .
ankle which prevented him from hopping.about as
djd ot
When we met the Signals we were right'off tarn
TJe«
this
seem to be any life in the team and we lost 30. Tim result oi UJJS
£Te is not atrue judgment of the strength of the two teams, as I think
°Ur,rimr^rat game^ra^^gsdns^lhe " Odds and Ends" which proved
to he ancRhCT draw. Th^ thought that

afi their own way, but they caught a cold. (Nevermind, Biuayooyi
MerryFace Oliver has just come for the notes so I must hurry up
anVheKDrutnmers

of the 1st Battalion The Buffs |™dtl^ h^t ^f
congratulations to C.Q.M.S. Norwood, our late Sgt.Dinr.
luck, Chiimmo.
"SOMMOR," 1932.

Group Mocruul U.oS.guuh
once. In the first game, against No. 3 Group, Bdsm. Martin scored
our two goals and we were leading by 21 about three mimites from
time when No. 3 Group scored the equalising goal, ending in a draw.
In the second game we were not so lucky as we lost by the odd goal
in three after a verv good match.
_ .
.
The
against the Signals was rather a scrappy affair; good
football was out of the question and a draw of 00 was a fitting ending
'in the return match with the Signals we once again made a draw
nf 1—1 after a verv scrappy game. L/Cpl. Fearon scored our goal ten
seconds before time, scoring from just inside the penalty area, through
a crowd of players' legs with the goalkeeper beaten all the way.
Other results of games played by the Band are as follows .

,. Aod, prench 
Burbridge ; Forwards)

Signal Section.

t0

FOOTBALL.
Band 1st a. Battalion Followers. Drew 1—1. Martin.
Band 2nd v. Ward Boys. Lost 40.
Band 2nd a. Transport. Lost 30.
HOCKEY.
Band 1st a. M.G.'s Won 30. (Glanfield, 3).
Band 2nd a. Signals 2nd. Won 10. (Glanfield).
Band 2nd v. Signals. Lost 13. (L/Cpl. Ireland).
Band 2nd a. Signals. Drew 11. (Glanfield).
Band a. "A" Company 2nd. Drew 22. (Barker, 2).

CRICKET.

Band a. No. 3 Group 2nd. Scores: Band, 109 ; No. 3 Group,

short leave in the hills and is still looking fit.
ci.

Nearlv everv evening we have two or three teams

football in the halfback line.
In Sport, the Section in general has done very well, losing two
games. The following are the results :

FOOTBALL.
Signals v. Drums. Drew 11. Scorer: Turner.
»« Scon*.: Bta»d»rd,

HOCKEY.
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Band 2nd a. M.G.'s 2nd. Lost. Scores; Band, 43: MG.'s, 157.
Band 2nd a. M.G.'s. Won. Scores : Band, 65 ; M.G. s, 33.
Band 2nd a. "B" Coy. Lost. Scores: Band, 44 and 36.
"B" Coy., 22 and 64 for 5.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Do Bands in England carry their own chairs when on En
gagements ?
Is Charlie applying for the job of Band Coolie ?
„
Is this a new drill order : " Form to the right in fours, form fours
Could Weary enlighten us on the subject ?
, _ J
What is the most important instrument in the Band, especially
°n Was^the^B.M. serious on March Practice when he gave the order to
play on till we got the tap ?
_ ,
,
,
Where was the referee looking when Nat scored a goal t
Was Jenny really cut up on Officers; Mess ?
, . .. .
When is " Erbie" likely to get his vocational course ? Is it in
193Are

the Home Establishment fellows still sweating ?

The Drums.

In the InterGroup League we played our first match against the
" CrankHandles." This was a fairly even game, both teams display
ing good football. Our opponents' insideright put in a fine shot
against us, from the flank, which would have got most goalies guess
inc. Half time found us one down which put our Payers on their
mettle. In the second half our centreforward netted the ball from a
scrimmage in front of goal and the game ended in a draw ll.

M**.

Si|3fSa»d. Drew 11. Scorer: Blmctard.

Signals v. Band. Won 31. Scorers : Ford, Harding, Hall.
Signals v. R.A. Lost 01.
Signals v. No. 3 Group. Drew 00.
„
Signals v. Transport. Won 10. Scorer1,^5?
Signals v. Band. Drew 11. Scorer: Bridgman.

CRICKET

Sgt. Sharp's Team.
Pte. Smith, c Parsons, b
Hammond
v*v:"V" on
L/c. Baker, c Pilcher, b Stark . 20
Pte. King, b Hammond
4
Pte. Southon, b Stark
1
Pte.Brand.c Parsons,b HammondO
Pte Pilcher, c & b Hammond. 1
Sgt.Sharp,c Mitchell.b Stark.... 0
Pte. Honeysett, b Stark
5
Pte.Bridgman.c Mackay.b
Hammond
Pte. Sell, c Boorman, b Stark
u
Pte. Mitchell, 064, not out
J
Extras

Total

0
Sgt. Vale, b Baker
Pte,,Kendall,c Mitchell.b Sharp 15
Pte., Hammond, c and b Baker 1
2
Pte.. Boorman, bit wicket
0
Pte,. Stark, b Baker
Pte, , Mackey, b Smith............ 
Pte , Pitkin, c Southon, b Smith 0
0
Pte , Langsdon, b Smith
Pte , Dibble, c Baker, b Sharp 1
Pte.Parsons,c Southon,bSmith 0
J>
Pte. Mitchell, not out
6
Extras
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BOWLING :
Smith
Sgt. Sharp ...
Pte. Hammond
Pte. Stark ...

Sgt. Vale's Team

26

Total.
4 for 5
2 for 3
5 for 29
5 for 7

THE DRAGON
SIGNALS
" Signals.
Pte. Ratcliffe, b Burbridge

2

Pte. Sell, b Burbridge
Sgt. Sharp, b Burbridge
Pte. Stark, b Burbridge
Pte. Southon, b Anderson

0
4
9
8

Pte. Mitchell,064,b Anderson... 2
Pte. Dibble, b Anderson
0
Pte. I.eadbeater, not out
"... 6
Pte. Harding, b Burbridge
0
Pte. Bridgeman, lbw, Anderson 5
Pte. Pitkin, b Burbridge
3
Extras
Total
Southon

7

V.

DRUMS.

Drums.
Drm.Anderson,c I.eadbeater, b
Southon
Drm. Griggs,c Dibble,b Stark
Drm. Baird, b Southon
L/Cpl. Hicks, b Southon
Drm.Burbridge.cSouthon.b
Stark
.'
Drm.B!issett,lbw,b Stark
Drm. Hyett, b Southon...;
Drm. Houghton, not out, b
Southon
Drm. Harland, b Southon
Drm. Stupple, run out
Drm. Wait, c Leadbeater, b
Southon
Extras
:

46

BOWLING :

Total

0
0
0
1
5

6
3

6
0
2
2
3
28

6 for 8

TIMEAXE,
NEW SCRIBE.

No. 3 Group.
The Group has been very busy at Football aud Cricket, but has
not done too well at the latter. In the intergroup League we are on
top. We played the Band and drew 22, Grant and Bidwell being the
scorers. On meeting them again we managed to win 21, Snowy
Girling scoring both goals. The first match with the Machine Gunners
also proved to be a draw 00, but in the second game we won 30.
Our opponents were unlucky to have two or three plavers up on the
Hills, including their goalie. Had they been playing i do not think
we should have scored so many. Girling again scored 2 and Penfold 1.
We have not been so fortunate at Cricket. We plaved the Suddar
Bazaar team who are a very strong team, and lost, the score being
3936. Just before the game started, it rained, which made it a
bowler's wicket, as can be seen by the low scoring.
Our next opponents were the Machine Gunners in which we won by
six wickets, the gunners being all out for 44. Our score was 112 for 8.
R.Q.M.S. Evans and Cpl. Stocken opened the innings with a partner
ship of 37 when Evans got bowled. He did most of the scoring as
Stocken is a " stonewaller." The score book not being handv, it is
not possible to give a detailed account of the individual scores'or the
team. There was rather an amusing incident in a pickup game of the
Group composed of Kent versus The Rest. It was composed of all
men whose homes are in Kent against all those who live elsewhere.
Nick Carter and Mummery were batting, and in running, collided in
the middle of the pitch. There was a cloud of dust in which one could
distinguish legs, bats and Nick doing a most graceful somersault over
Mummery. Nick vainly tried to hop into his crease like a bullfrog in
distress, but got stumped. If looks could kill, Mummery would have
been dead on the spot. This so tickled Oliver, who was umpiring at
the time, that he laughed through three overs.
The last match was against "B" Company in which we lost by 7
runs. It was a very exciting game, the scores'being 8578. Our team
was:—R.Q.M.S. Evans, Cpl. Stocken, Ptes. Barreli, PcnfoJd, Pearce,
Deverson, Ferrell, Stroud, Bidwell, Grant and Barden. Barreli,
Barden and Deverson were the Star batsmen and Stroud played a good
game at wicketkeeper. He also outshone Oliver at stonewalling,
staying in 15 minutes and scoring 2. Evans was unlucky and got
bowled fourth ball after hitting a four.
The Group are starting their own Sports Fund, each member of the
Group agreeing to give a donation according to their rate of pay,
sufficient to bring in 150 rupees to start the fund going. Cpl. Stocken
is Honorary Secretary and the Committee are R.Q.M.S. Evans, L/Cpl.
Rygraves, Ptes. Bidwell and Mummery. New Football gear has been
purchased, the colours being White jerseys with a black V and black
cuffs and collar, black shorts with a white seam down the.side, black
stockings with an all white top.
O.S.

"A" Company.
Most writers give a definite reason for the articles they write and so
to keep with the custom, I suppose I must explain the reason why the
writing of these notes again comes into my hands. It comes about in
this way. Recently, the company have undergone a certain amount
of tuition in the art of community singing and this has resulted in
several individuals letting go at a few bars on their own. Whilst
waiting for the C.S.M. to paste my Infantry Training amendments in
for me, I had occasion to listen to a noise emerging from the Companv
Office which could be compared to that which arises when one is white"
washing coals, and your humble, being an inquisitive kind of a person
made investigations and behold, the aforesaid "din" represented
the efforts of Mr. Craig in his rendering of that song entitled : " Red
Riding Hood." Not being a rude kind of fellow, I allowed him to
proceed with the agony until he reached the line which sounded like
this : "Oh ! Where in the world does the money come from ? " and
then I asked him a civil question, " Why are you on Pay Escort ? "
and for that remark alone he awarded me with this clerical job which
I think explains the reason why I am writing these notes again this
month.
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Incidently, this will be my last lot of notes because I have no spare
tune on my hands now that everyone wants Sunday fishing pa«e°
made out. Cpl. Bell, I believe, will in future, take the can back, or in
other words, oblige with that article which is reputed to l>e miehtier
6
than the sword.
Our exodus to the Hill Depot Station, Ranikhet, will commence
shortly and this fact determines for me a rather short supply of news
this month owing to the great scarcity of time which is occasioned by
tliis move. Nothing exciting has happened lately, so I am able to
cooperate the shortness of news with that of time.
We welcome back to the company, after a rather long absence,
ogt. Cross and Family. It must have been many months ago when
Sgt. Cross left us for Kasauli in the capacity of Pay Sergeant and he
must now see dozens of strange faces m the company as a couple of
drafts have arrived since he went.
With the arrival of the " ChotaBursant" we were able to play a
couple of games of Rugby. Our first opponents were "B" Company
and in this game we proved ourselves the victors. The tries were
obtained by Parker (2), Crust, Hodkin and Skinner. Hodkin was
also responsible for converting a rather difficult try and thus the game
hnished with a score of 170 points to our credit. In our next game we
caused no little amount of excitement amongst the critics by defeating
a team which represented the pick of the garrison. By each obtaining
a try, Hodkin, Cole, Farmerand Crust allowed us to finish the game with
the score standing at 120 points.
« Th j HotWeather Leagues of Football and Hockey have now
nnished, but the final placings of the company have not come up to
the usual standard. We accept our defeat like sportsmen and at the
same time offer our congratulations to the winners and runnersup
of the respective leagues.
Sport slackened to a certain extent on the finishing of these league
matches, but has recently revived a great deal inside the company
owing to the competition for the "Lucas" Shield commencing all
again. Incidentally, the winners of the Shield for the period
192728 were No. 4 Platoon. I think the finalists deserve hearty
.congratulation on their sporting attainments.

PreParat'on for the dearth of grounds at Ranikhet, we are rush
ing these platoon games through and the following brief, but uptodate
results of the various games may hold a certain amount of interest for
the reader who resides in a land that is minus the music of the punkhas
and other items which go to make up the splendour of the East.
In Football the platoons finished up in the following order:—No.
1, No. 2, No. 4 and No. 3. Points towards the shield count 3, 2, 1, 0,
respectively. With the Hockey the table is reversed and No. 3 heads
the list, followed by Nos. 4, 1 and 2 Platoons. Uptodate the Cricket
is not finished, but we have at present No. 4 beaten by Nos. 2 and 3
Platoons and No. 2 suffered a defeat at No. 1's expense.
A couple of impromptu cricket matches have been played by the
company, one being against the Machine Gunners which finished up
with the following scores "A" Company, 130 for 9; " Gunners/'
95 ; the other represented a kind of friendly animosity between the
various county cricket supporters of the company. As we had not a
tbe following was adopted for the game:—Surrey and
JS"
Middlesex versus The Remainder. Both sides kept the score low and
the game finished with Surrey and Middlesex getting 95 and The
Remainder 72.
We congratulate Ptes. Turner and I. Barnes on being selected to
play for the Battalion team, which at present is at Ranikhet fighting
its way through the Meerut and Lucknow District Football League.
Perhaps Ranikhet will .keep us supplied with news of a greater
variety and so we must, for this time, be contented with that which we
scoop together in Bareilly.

" QUARTERGUARD."

"B" Company.

Owing to there being such a lot of news within the Platoons we have
decided to obtain Platoon Notes each month. At present we are doing
duty with the Casuals preparing for their Annual Course and hope
that they will pull up the Company Average. Sport has been in full
swing and results will be found elsewhere. The InterPlatoon Football
and Hockey Competition within the Company is not yet finished,
owing to No. 5 Platoon and No. 8 Platoon failing to get any definite
results. No. 8 beat No. 5 at Hockey, 1—0, and No. 5 eventually beat
No. 8 at Football, 21 after five encounters.

No. 5 PLATOON.
At last somebody has suggested a fresh start on Platoon Dragon
Notes, so it has fallen on my shoulders to be responsible for the compil
ing of No. 5 Platoon's Notes. However, there is not much to relate as
news is very scarce. Individual Training has just finished and we are
very busy doing Guards and also a few fatigues.
The old hands of the Platoon welcome to the fold Ptes. Arnold,
Cox, Edwards, Hobbs, Liddle, Moverly, Packer, Scott and Thompson.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

How many trials does a fellow require in order for liim to play for
the Company Team ? Ask Liddle.

M.O.P.

No. 6 PLATOON.

Once more we bob up with a new correspondent. Since our last
notes many changes have taken place in the Platoon.
We welcome back our Platoon Commander, 2/Lieut. G. E. F. Oliver,
who has "been on a short local leave. He returned looking fit and well,
but we are sorry to hear that he cannot play football for us until his
ankle is better.
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Sgt. Osborne, our respected Platoon Sergeant, has taken over the
duties of C.Q.M.S. while the latter is on leave. Cpl. Butcher is now
the Battalion Post Corporal and in fact, about twothirds of our Platoon
are employed, but they are too numerous to mention by name.
We are glad to see Pte. F. Cooper out of hospital and trust that his
knee will soon be strong enough for him to kick a football again.
The Platoon was well represented in the Brigade Hot Weather
Football and Hockey Leagues. The following played for the Company
First Football XI. :—Ptes. Barnes, Elgie and Morris; the 2nd XI.
took five more of our Platoon, viz. : C.S.M. Farrow, L/Cpl. Followell,
Ptes. Bell, Hull and Ovenden. The First Hockey Team claimed six :
C.S.M. Farrow, L/Cpl. Followell, Ptes. Barnes, Hull, Morris and B.
Moore, and the 2nd XI. took another two :—L/Cpls. Boseley and
Taylor. The Company 1st and 2nd Football Teams were runnersup
and were to receive medals, but owing to a misunderstanding, never
got. them. It is rumoured that two certain lads had a shampoo in
anticipation of parading for them. No names, no Westgarth or Dick.
Once more we are playing off the matches for the McDouall Inter
Platoon Sports Shield. So far we have played two football matches
and one Hockey Match. The results are given below and I am afraid
that they will not bear too much of an inspection, as in the match
between Nos. 7 and 6 Platoons, I might mention that if it had not been
for their goalkeeper we would have won. His " Daily Mirror Saves
were wonderful and he played in the manner that befits the Battalion
Goalkeeper, which he is. We had hard luck in both games, especially
at halftime, when Pte. Bell, owing to the fact that he did not feel
up to the mark, had to leave the field.
We send our best regards to our namesakes in the 2nd Battalion
and wish them every success in the field of sport.
Does anvbody have any special need for Managers, Stage, Mark 1.
If so, we have the best ever and we are willing to lend him out for the
night for the small fee of one guinea and a supper for each member of
the platoon.

RESULTS OF GAMES.

Versus No. 7 Platoon.—Football: Draw, 00, Lost, 10 ; Hockey :
Lost, 41.

A CHALLENGE.

Pte. A. Morris will challenge anyone for five rupees a side in a match
for the best yarn told, with ten per cent, truth and must also contain
the Yankee twang.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What does the C.S.M. think of us on night operations ?
When is the belt that Morris won for telling hotair yarns going to
see daylight ?

No. 7 PLATOON.
Although news of the Platoon has been lacking lately, we have been
shining in Sport and other things.
Sgt. Hodges, our Platoon Sergeant, has gone on leave in order to
visit his sick wife, who, we all wish a speedy recovery.
Of course, you are all waiting to hear our successes on the Sports'
Field.
The McDouall Shield is being fought for in grand style:—firstly,
Football, then Hockey ; now we are waiting for the weather to settle
down so that we can win a few cricket matches.
We played No. 6 Platoon at Football and after a terriffic struggle
against overwhelming odds we drew 00. Of course our famous goal
keeper—Pte. Hornedsaved the side with his splendid " Daily Mirror
Saves."
We again played No. 6 and actually beat them by one goal to nil.
" Rosey " Isted scored with a lovely crossshot. Our C.S.M. must
admit that we surprised him very much.
Once more we played No. 6, hut this time it was Hockey. Of
course No. 6 were certain that the scores would be double figures
against us. However, we started off in fine style and our gallant
"Dithery" Woodhatch was soon making rings round our opponents.
In the second half, our gallant captain gave the signal to advance and
we moved up the field ia battle formation and found the net five times.
The final was No. 7 Platoon, 4 ; No. 6 Platoon, 1.
The usual share of Guards and Duties has fallen on us again and
once more the company is busy " buffing " up.
We are shortly losing a few of the " Old 'Uns." I hope Robbo and
Rosey will enjoy life in " Civvie Street." Mick, however, is still hang
ing on and says nasty things about the boat. Cheer up, Mick, therms
plenty of room on the next boat (perhaps).
Our famous "Leslie " (Goalkeeper) and a few of his cronies, includ
ing " Buster," the mirthmaker, have gone on leave to the Hills. That
means when we play No. 5 Platoon at Football we shall have to play
some.
Well, I must switch off and ask you a few :—

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who is the " All Red " player and does he bore us "Stiff ? "
Will Mick become a second Caruso ?

HEARD ON PARADE.
No. — Section, 300 yards Half right.
leaves on. 5 rounds — fire.

Bushytopped tree with no

No. 8 PLATOON.
Having taken over Platoon Correspondent, I will try to give you a
few words from No. 8, so here goes.
_
The monotony of these barracks has been relieved by the Fighting
Parson! who has been giving a few demonstrations of Bull Fights from
his experiences at Gib. The High Court has been assembling very
frequently just recently. With reference to this, Lighting has ably
assisted us with a few of his original entertainments.
_
We have rather enjoyed our Football and Hockey matches with
No. 5 Platoon. We played five matches before a decision could be
reached and then in the sixth match they beat us. The first match
had to be abandoned owing to Corporal Cook breaking his leg in a
collision with an opponent.

ARRIVALS.

Bonzo Weedon has arrived back from Ranikhet in good health and
has since been sent to the Transport to join his fourfooted friends.
Also Larry Foreman from hospital, where he has been breaking all
speed records with the aid of a bathchair.

DEPARTURES.

Tich Rashbrook has gone to Ranikhet for boxing, with the Battalion
Team and we congratulate him on his winning his weight. Lackery
Woods is also at the same place for the benefit of his health. Angelina
Pople has gone to Naini Tal as Bungalow Orderly. (Just his mark).

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What is Smith's reason in waiting threeandahalf hours in
a bathing costume for the rain ? (Is it the sun) ?
_ _
Have we discovered a qualified Jazz Drummer or is it a Punch and
Judy Show expert.
„

Q.E.D.

"Don" Company.
* FOOTBALL.
The InterPlatoon Football Competition has now finished, the
result of which will be found later on in the notes. A few interplatoon
friendly games have been played, but nothing to say a lot about.
There was, however, a match between the " Old 'Uns " of the Company,
that is to say, all those in possession of medals, and a pick of the last
joined " Draft." This match was a good turnout, nearly all the
Company lined the field, which was next to the Hospital in case of
accidents. This match resulted in a draw 11. The following were
the" Old 'Uns"' team:—
..
,.
„.
Captain A. J. Peareth, 5 medals; C.S.M. Mould, 5 medals; Sgt.
Blake, 4 medals; C.Q.M.S. T. E. J. Pratt, 3 medals: Pte. Brice, 4
medals; Pte. Burton, 3 medals; Sgt. Faulkner, 3 medals; Sgt.
Perry, 2 medals ; Cpl. Cook, 2 medals ; Pte. Amos, 2 medals ; Pte.
Ditton, 2medals.
. . .
. . .
The Draft's team was Pte. J. Price, Pte. Hare, Pte. Hogben,
Pte. Layden, Pte. Adams, Pte. Taggart, Pte. F. Moore, Pte. Heath,
Pte. Murdoch, L/Cpl. Tolhurst, Pte. Crampton.
This match has brought quite a lot of spirit out and no doubt we
shall be able to have a good Company team for the next season. The
second match of the "Old 'Uns" was against "H.Q." Wing 'Old
'Uns." This match resulted in a draw—nil.
The result of the InterPlatoon Football Competition is as follows :
1st: No. 14 Platoon; 2nd: No. 15 Platoon ; 3rd: No. 13 Platoon ;
4th: No. 16 Platoon.
.
~
We very much regret the absence of Privates Prior, Long and
Newbury from these matches, they being away playing with the
Battalion Team.

CRICKET.
This sport has just started and the Platoon are having friendly
matches so as to pick out Platoon and Company Teams. The N.C.O. s
of the Company have also got a Cricket Team together and by the
look of the last match played, against the rest of the Company, one
would think that they mean business. Of course as the Company
are on Individual Training there seems quite a lot of men to pick from
now that theGarrison Staff areback toduty.
. . . . .
The Old Ship will shortly set sail for the Hills again and it is also
rumoured that the " Gallant H.M.S. DON." will again steer her course
to Hawalbagh Camp from Ranikhet after the Annua! " Tanner " a day
" Sweat" has been accomplished. It is funny how, once accomplished
a good feat, you are expected to do it again (with the Gurkhas). " Poor
°ldWe are sorry to lose Sgt. Hancock who is away on the Naini Tal
Staff of the Auxiliary Forces (India), and although he writes some
nice letters saying he is enjoying himself, we would sooner have him at
the Ship's Headquarters with the Cabin Boys' Platoon.
It is also rumoured that the following are being drafted home on
the next boat, for discharge or transfer to the Army Reserve. We
wish them luck in Civvic Street and we hope to hear the gentle strains
of the Banjo saying " The Ship I Left Behind Me." :—
Cpl. Errington, L/Cpl. Gardner, Pte. G. Phillips, Pte. Purton, Pte.
G. Price, Pte. Hunt.
,
,
The following have returned from leave and I am informed that,
although there are no Music Halls, etc., at Ranikhet or Khanspur,
they spent a quiet and enjoyable time:—
Pte. Brice, Pte. Townend, C.S.M. Mould, C.Q.M.S. Pratt, Sgt.
Curtis.
^
.
We also greet Lieut. Dewar back from leave; he will be a great
help for the Company Commander now that Training has again started,
he having been on his own for a considerable time.
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The 2nd Battalion.
GREAT day has come
A
and gone. The pride
and espritdecorps of the

_

2nd Battalion surely reached
its zenith, at any rate in
the hearts of serving Buffs,
on July 27th, when every
officer and man went up
to" London to show the
citizens what. could be
achieved by a line regi
ment. The march through
the city, strange and
inspiring as it was to those
to whom London was a
sealed book, was doubly so
to those who knew it well as humble
pedestrians, chased from refuge to refuge by
cars or jostled from pavement to road and
back again. To march unobstructed through
London's busiest thoroughfares under the eyes
of a respectful (and admiring) crowd gave
a thrill that has seldom been felt by anyone
before.
1st Battalion—continued from p. 300.

Lieut. Fox, M.C., has proceeded to the United Kingdom on leave.
His Platoon miss him at Training and hope that he will rejoin in time
to help the Platoon to win the Platoon Shooting Shield.
We hear that Captain F. A. J. E. Marshall, D.S.O., M.B.E., M.C.,
who is still away at Army Headquarters, Simla, is getting along O.K.
and hopes to be back at the end of the Training.
We hear that Ranikhet, our Hill Station for the second half of the
season, is still in the same place and that some of the crew of the " Old
Ship who are there on duty are having a good time.
L/Cpl. Bartlett is still penpushing in the Office of "C" Company,
assisted by the able penmanship of pet Leggett. The following are also
at Ranikhet, namely, L/Cpl. Robinson, Ptes. Edc and Stokes. These
three are on convalescence and are getting along alright in health.
They are also picking up odd turns of duty.
We hear that Taffy Tich Morgan is in the Meerut District Head
quarter Office learning to spoil nibs and blotting paper, to say" nothing
of foolscap and carbon. We may see him when we all go up on or
about the 25th of July, that is, if the road is repaired in time, for I am
informed that during the recent rains, the roads were in a bad state
of repair.
We hear that Sgt. Gibson is having a royal time at the Depot, and
also Hyde Park, and we hope that he will be able to conduct the Fire
Brigade at the Depot when he comes back from the Fireman's Course
at Aldershot, to which he is going, to learn a few tips about fires. He
will have to learn that old song : " I am a fireman bold 'cause I puts
out fires."

HEARD ON COY. COMDRS. INSPECTION.

Coy. Commander enters No. 14 Bungalow.
N.C.O. shouts out: " Guards, Drafts and Squads, Shun !"
Did not the N.C.O. in question forget the " Platoon " ?

SEEN ON THE DETAIL BOARD OUTSIDE OF THE COMPANY
OFFICE.

The Room Orderlies tomorrow are 13, 14, 15 and 17 Bungalows.
Is it expected from this that the Bungalows lock, bolt and bar
themselves ?

HEARD IN THE BARRACK ROOM.

During the practice for the King's Birthday Parade):—
Young Soldier; " When are we going to fire a few more wars ? "
Old Soldier: " You mean a feudejoie."
Young Soldier : " Yus, that's it."

The thunder of the Drums down the
gateway to Armoury House, the sight of the
immense green lawn, flanked by the backs of
offices and manned (and ' womaned ') in every
window gave the final note of confidence
which helped all to forget the heat. Then
the gay crowd, the oftpractised ceremony
acted before the serried ranks of old Buffs
and other celebrities, the pomp and splendour
of the Mayoral cortege and the glorious robes
of the City officials ; the impressive dedica
tion, so clear to the audience and the fine
speeches and the final marchpast and advance
provided a glamour that no other ceremony
could have given. Even those in the back
ground who came up in the early hours to
prepare the ground and do the details of the
organisation, found an opportunity to join
in on the return march. It was a day to be
remembered by all Buffs, for all time.
The month under review has been one of
exceptional activity on the part of all ranks.
Within a fortnight we have had to contend
with four brigade schemes with their attendant
reconnaissances and conferences, the Battalion
Rifle Meeting, the Presentation of colours and
the Command Rifle Meeting with its
preliminary eliminating rounds; so it will
be seen that if, as it is hoped, all of these
passed off without visible hitch, we can claim
to have been justifiably thankful when the
period of August leave arrived.
~
As usual Canterbury Week was well
supported from here and amongst others
noted in the tent were: Col. and Mrs.
Crookenden, Miss Lee, Capt. and Mrs. Allen,
Capt. and Mrs. Willows, Lts. King, Knocker,
Bruce, Botley, LyndenBell, 2/Lts. F. W. B.
Parry, R. F. Parry and Williams.
A thoroughly enjoyable week was spent
and we returned refreshed to await
manoeuvres.
BrigadierGeneral R. A. Hickson paid an
extremely welcome visit to the Battalion this
month. We are pleased to see him looking so
well and hope we shall see him again before
long.

HEARD ON PARADE.

Instructor to Private: "See that target, 250 yards away, how far
away is it ? "
Private (after placing his hand and rifle in all positions to assist in judg
ing) : " 300 yards, Sergeant."
Instructor: " No, that target there, 250 yards away. How far awav
is it ? "
"
Private: " OH ! That one, about 350 yards, Sergeant."
Corporal : " What is the length of your bayonet ? "
Private: "15 inches by 9 inches, Corporal."

THE HARBOUR MASTER.

Another welcome visitor was Mr. H.
Forwood, late the Buffs, now on a short stay
in Aldershot.
We welcome Mr. R. A. Murphy, S.R.O.,
who is doing an attachment.

THE DRAGON

302

Capt. T. H. Keble, who has recently been
holding an important post in the War Office,
/returned at the end of July to take command
of "B" Company.
We regret to hear that we are shortly to
lose Capt. E. H. Men, who is going back to
do another tour in Africa, this time as
Company Commander. We wish him back
soon and hope to hear of his experiences
through The Dragon.
Rifle Meeting.
This year, owing to the presentation of Colours,
Corporals' and Sergeants' outings, the proximity of
one lot of training to the other and other little items,
a day in the life of a Buff would turn a rocketcar or
comet green with envy. All these happenings forced
us to cut down our usual two days Meeting to one day.
In the Individual Matches alone there were 478
entries, while all Team events had their full quota of
entries, proving that the Battalion is now taking its
shooting seriously.
The Meeting was held on the largest of Ash Ranges
{48 Targets) and on 36 targets Matches were being
fired continuously throughout the day. At one end
of the Range Lieut. King and his band of helpers
wheedled our spare bobs, tanners and threepences
for all sorts of Sweeps, Pools and other amusements.
RESULTS.

In the Best Aggregates, C.S.M. Tong tied with
L/Cpl. Lee, our Army Champion, for best place.
According to A.R.A. Rules, by which ties were decided,
C.S.M. Tong came out the winner, thereby winning
the Battalion Shooting Championship. Capt. H. T. C.
Stronge ran a good third, being only one point behind
the winners. Other Aggregate winners were
Class "B"
Class "A"
L/Cpl. Tracey
1. C.Q.M.S. Smith
L/Cpl. Viney
2. Lieut. W. G. Cass
Pte. Finnigan
3. Capt. C. R. B. Knight
Class "C"
1. Pte. Wilkin
2. L/Cpl. Braidwood
3. Pte. Vanson
The following are the winners of the first three
places in the Individual Rifle Matches:—
Match 2.
Match 1.
1. Capt. H. C. T. Stronge
Pte. Humphrey
2. C.S.M. A. Tong
L/Cpl. Sanders
3. L/Cpl. Hills
Pte. George
Match 4.
Match 3
1. Lieut. W. G. Cass
L/Cpl. Tracey
2. C.S.M. Tong
2. Pte. Moat
C.Q.M.S. Smith
3. C.Q.M.S. Smith
The Company Team Match was a keen fight, 'A"
Company winning with "C" Company only a few
points behind.
The Sergeants beat the Officers and won the Inter
Ranks Paget Cup, and the Officers retaliated by
trouncing the Sergeants in the Officers v. Sergeants
match.
The InterCompany Paget Cup was won by the
Machine Gunners—a good show, when one considers
that the rifle is not their normal weapon. H.Q. Wing
(24) tied with them, the gunners coming out winners
under A.R.A. Rules. "B" Company knocked out
H.Q. Wing (13) in the final of the Company Knock
Out, and won the event.

The Young Soldiers' Match was won by "C" Coy.
with "A" Coy. a good second. Both these Companies
possess some good material amongst the young hands
and should produce some more Bisley winners next
year.
In the Lewis Gun Match, "B" Coy. tied with
H.Q. Wing (24). This event has not yet been shot off.
The first three places in the Machine Gun Detach
ment Cup were won by :—
(1) No. 12 Detachment; (2) No. 6 Detachment;
(3) No. 10 Detachment.
Time and distance prevented the Revolver Matches
from being carried out on tbe same day, so another
morning was allotted to Revolver only with the
following results:—
The Lucas Cup (Officers) : (1) Capt. H. C. C.
Morley; (2) Lieut. W. G. Cass; (3) Capt. C. E.
Wilson.
In the " Other Ranks" Match the individual
winners were: (1) L/Cpl. Wheeler; (2) L/Cpl.
Tracey ; (3) C.S.M. MacWalter.
"C" Coy. tied with M.G. Coy. for first place in the
Revolver Team Match and won under A.R.A. Rules.
The first three were: (1) "C" Coy; (2) M.G. Coy.;
(3) "A" Coy.
Points towards the Battalion Championship Shield
were allotted to Companies for—(a) number of entries ;
(6) winners in Individual and Team Matches. The
final results were: "A" Coy., 3 points; "C" Coy.,
2 points.
Owing to it being a crowded day, the usual
procedure of presenting prizes on the Range was
dispensed with; instead, the Battalion formed up on
the Parade Ground the next morning, when Mrs.
Crookenden kindly presented the prizes. Besides
a glittering array of Cups and Trophies, there were
other prizes to the value of £50.
Credit is due to all members of the Committee,
who worked hard and made the Meeting the success it
undoubtedly was.
Aldershot Command Rifle Meeting.
August 1st, 2nd and 3rd.
In this meeting we had two notable successes. In
the Platoon Match (Imperial Tobacco Challenge Cup)
No. 10 Platoon, "C" Coy., scored highest points and
gained second prize on formula. This was a very fine
performance and we hope they will lift the Cup next
year.
In the Interranks Knockout Match (Goldsmiths
and Silversmiths Challenge Cup) the officers' team
came out top in the First Stage, but were unfortunately
beaten in the Interranks stage.
In other matches we fared as follows:—
15th
(SmithDorrien Cup)
Match
OFFICERS' MATCH :

8

Capt. FosterHall ...
Lt. Cass

10th
21st

Pte. Baker ...

14th

2/Lt. R. F. Parry
2/Lt. Connolly

4th
21st
18th
5th
9th
11th
15th

PRIVATES' MATCH :

YOUNG SOLDIERS' MATCH :
ALDERSHOT COMMAND MATCH
W.O.'S AND SERGEANTS' MATCH
YOUNG SOLDIERS' MATCH ...
RAPID FIRE MATCH
16. H.Q. WING RIFLE MATCH ...
20 LEWIS GUN MATCH :

11th
"C" Company
9th
25 REVOLVER TEAM MATCH
Final position on points : 2nd Bn. The Buffs : 15th
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Sport.
There has been no sport this month, except Cricket, of which several
matches have been played. We have been greatly handicapped
by our inability to collect a strong team owing to pressure of military
duties, for in spite of the exhortation of our CommanderinChief
to let every available player off his duties, it has been found impossible,
owing to the combined attractions of training and competition, to resist
the temptation to lurk in the corners of offices, wreathed in forms and
toying with the keys of typewriters, safes, cyphers and problems.
Nevertheless, here are the results of some of our matches :—
July 16. v. R.T.C. R.T.C., 53 ; Buffs, 93.
July 21. ». 3rd Light Brigade. Buffs, 50 ; 3rd Light Brigade, 54.
July 28. v. K.O.YL.I. Buffs, 51 : K.O.Y.L.I., 114 for 6 declared.
Aug. 11. v. Frimley. Erimley, 48 ; Buffs, 97.
Aug. 16. v. " The Hoggetts."
Buffs.
Hoggetts.
Boy Rayment
13
Stephens
39
Pte. Yates
12
Molsworth
33
Capt. Willows
0
W. White ...
0
Lieut. Botley
0
Knight
...
29
L/Cpl. Edwards
0
Luard
32
Col. Crookenden
4
Radcliffe
15
Lieut. King
8
Graham
27
Bdsm. Nelthorpe
38
Zambra
... 14
C.S.M. Coaster
14
Turnmin
9
Lieut. Cass
0
Deedes
0
Pte. Hammond
2
Godefray
...
1
Byes
13
Byes
... 37
Total

... 104

Total

... 236

Sergeants' Mess.
Once again, gentle reader, we are on the scene, but
this month we shall only issue a short amount of notes,
as owing to Summer leave taking place and plenty of
fatigue parties in preparation for Divisional
Manoeuvres, nothing of any great importance has
taken place.
We have got over the Presentation. of the New
Colours, which I am positive, is being described fully
in another place. Anyway, the writer can. say, not
only from the Regimental point of view, but from that
of the onlooker, that the whole show was carried out
with great success, and all praise is due to our R.S.M.
who certainly can " do his stuff " as regards the Drill.
Everybody backed up well, and it was a perfect success.
Remarks heard from onlookers suggest that the old
Regiment, in spite of the majority of the men being
under the age of 20 years, carried themselves and the
whole ceremony equally as well as, if not better than,
the Guards. That is some praise, and it was well
deserved. The writer of these notes had a most tedious
job, but was in such a position that not one portion of
the ceremony escaped his notice, and he fully endorses
the sentiments expressed.
A new movement is apparently being inaugurated
in the Mess entitled " Hands across the sea." If it
were possible, more enlightenment would be thrown
on this subject, but at present the movement is in its
infancy, and there is a great probability that it will
eventually expire naturally and gracefully. Although
there is no Coal, Nor Wood, perhaps the explanation
will shortly come along.
Everybody is now busy preparing for the annual
Divisional Manoeuvre Camp, which this year takes
place at a place called Cowdray Park in Sussex, and
I have heard that it is fairly close to the sea and such
places as Brighton, Worthing and Littlehampton. At
all events it is only 27 miles from our present barracks
as the crow flies.
We have no more news this month, but it would
greatly oblige some of us if we could be told who it
was who called for " Two small beers and a bar of
chocolate." Once again there is a lack of Wood.
As we have got our " Backs to the Wall," and
time is getting short, these notes will have to cease and
the writer will stop and still be
WUNNOVVEM.
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Corporals' Room.

Our monthly contributor being on leave and his substitute enjoy
ing an extensive educational course for " Thirds" necessitates more
thoughts than words. But our annual outing was deemed by all to
have been extremely satisfactory.
" Stand up, speak up, shut up," is the writer's favourite motto;
our daily routine makes the first two impossible, so, like the fair at
Horsham, obeisance shall be paid to the third.

JOE.

Machine Gun Company.
I have been trying hard to find a better opening sentence than the
usual " Here we are, hard at it" sort of thing and as I cannot I had
better get straight on with the news.
The first and foremost consideration is, of course, the presentation
of the new colours and as THE COMPANY was the life and soul of the
movement, it behoves me to state my Company's case. As everyone
should know, the Colour Escort was composed purely of Gunners and
we are naturally proud of the distinction. We look on our selection as
such because we are the smartest of the ultrasmart. The fine per
formance was the topical subject in and out of barracks for weeks aind
I am sure other regiments must have felt a slight pang of jealousy
when they saw the film that the proprietors of the local cinema so
kindly shewed free to all Buffs. It was quite a novelty to see ourselves
as others see us.
Competition shooting has played an important part in this month's
life. First, there was the Battalion Rifle Meeting, and though our
individual successes were limited to a fine show by L/Cpl. Tracey and
and a few minor prizes, we done better in the team events. We won
the Paget Cup, came second in the Company Team Match and second
in the Revolver Match—not so bad for Machine Gunners. The
Aldershot Command Meeting however, held no success for us. I am
afraid such will always be the case until we can get plenty of practice.
I am sorry to record that we are about to lose some of our most
popular figures in the Company. Firstly, Capt. Allen, we hear, is
sailing for the Gold Coast on the 12th of next month. Secondly,
Lieut. Cass leaves us for "C" Company and thirdly, Sergeants Petley
and Curtiss are going to the 1st Battalion on the next draft. I need
not say how sorry we arc to lose them and hope they get the best of
everything whejje they are going. We also hope that the Captain will
let us know how he is progressing, if only through the medium of The
Dragon.
Now that the majority of us have had our leave we are awaiting our
move to manoeuvres by march route which won't be so bad as last year
as there are only two days' marching.
There is nothing sportive to record, but hope to have something in
that line next month if the Company Sports' Representative gets
moving with other Machine Gun Companies of the Brigade.

' GUARDSMAN.

The Drums.
Preparations for manoeuvres have commenced. Thoughts of
leave have entered our heads, ten days of gentlemanly leisure and love.
It should fortify us, I hope! and fatten us. When you read these
notes we will be gentlemen of the road, no doubt, singing the old old
song, " Roll on my seven and five."
Marching through the City of London at the head of The Buffs
was a proud moment for the Drums, on the occasion of the Presentation
of the Colours. By the enthusiastic farewell we had, I really believe
The Old Buffs were proud of us, especially Tots Ambrose.
I am sorry to say the Drums have little hope of winning the English
Cup, but we will do our best to try and show some people how itshould
be played, unless, perchance, we happen to meet a team a little more
advanced.
In the "H.Q." Group Swimming Competition we showed the others
how to swim ; it was like tiddlers swimming against sharks. We
won four events out of five, as a matter of fact they gave us the speed
race.
We hope our SergeantDrummer's sojourn in hospital will have
finished by the time manoeuvres start.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

ORPHEUS.

Will Granny be eaten next time he goes on leave and who is it that
has made the start.
Who is it that wants to sell " Lou " a G.C. Badge and will he soon
have one ?
What did " Alf" have to say when KENT lost to SURREY ? and
will he go on the selection committee ?

Signal Section.
Since we last "opened our light" we have been busy assisting
Eastland to overcome the summer offensive of that very active West
land Army. An armistice was signed about July 20th, however,
and operations will be resumed "somewhere in Sussex" early in
September. Meanwhile, everybody is enjoying ten days' leave.
The big event of the month was the Presentation of new Colours
to the Battalion by the Lord Mayor of London. At the same time the
Battalion exercised its ancient privilege of marching through the City
with bayonets fixed, Colours living and drums beating.
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As eight Signallers had tied at Classification for the Shield, a further
reading test (at increased rates) was held at the end of July ; Pte. A
Cower was the winner with hundred per cent, and is to be heartily
congratulated on winning the Shield for the second year in succession.
On August 1st, an intergroup swimming competition was held
in the Command Baths, but owing to the Band being away and the
Employ failing to raise a team, the competition was reduced to a
contest between the antitank section, the Drums and ourselves. The
former won the competition by
points to
. Our representatives
were:—Sgt. Field, Pte. Bates, Pte. Matfin, Pte. A. Johnson, Pte.
Goodall.
The Battalion Rifle Meeting took place on July 23rd, and proved
a great success. As a result of their efforts in the meeting, Sgt. Field
and Pte. R. Taylor were selected to represent the Battalion in the
Aldershot Command Meeting early in August.
" GEORGE BEER.

DEDICATED TO ALL THOSE WHO WEAR FLAGS.
There was a signal section
Who went upon the march,
Their heads erect, with sprightly step,
Their arms as stiff as starch.
Fifty minutes marching,
Fifty minutes sweat,
Made that signal section
Tired, and start to fret.
" This way the Comp'ny term'nals,
Up and draw your kit."
And half that signal section
Groan and growl, and spit.
One half of the remainder
Are loaded to the neck,
When someone with a notecase,
Loudly calls out " Check."
There was a signal station,
As busy as could be
Sending paltry messages
Over furze and lea.
The Signal clerk looks happy—
So does every bloke ;
,
The reason's very obvious,
The order's come thro' " Smoke."
Tired and weary Signallers
At the close of day
Sent lliro' umpteen messages—
The work of party "A."
Just across the heather,
Who is that we see ?
They are not dead, but only sleep,
Their name is party "B."

" A " Company.
Having just heard of the Battalion Correspondent's appeal to
Companies to brighten up their notes, 1 will make a desperate effort
to carry out his wishes, though we are forbidden to write " Things we
want to know," or start our notes with " Oh, I,or." We have just
been warned to write these few lines and a few other " bright" things
like that.
.
Of course if we were to imitate the front page of the ' Pmk Un,
I am sure these notes would appear in large type every month, and
the sales would go up even faster than they have done of late, but as
that paper is very jealous of its literature, I will try to brighten things
up without outside aid (except the Editor's blue pencil of course).
It has been suggested that we keep a diary showing what happens
every day, but I am married and hope to go on leave on the 16th,
and may make the mistake of taking the diary home with me.
1 am rather indebted to the Battalion Correspondent for giving me
something with which to start these notes, for one usually finds that
part of tiie job rather embarrassing, and can usually find something
interesting to write once the plunge has been taken.
We have had one new addition to the Company during the month,
Pte. Caines, who has just returned from China, bringing with him
a good collection of curios and photos, especially those of the executions
of two Chinks. This was carried out in a real cannibalistic manner,
being called " The Death of Seven Cuts."
Pte. Hobbs has left us to join the Army Reserve, having completed
a strenuous " Three," and we wish him the best of luck in civilian life.
Congratulations to all in the Company who took part in the
Battalion Rifle Meeting, the Company gaining 3 points to the Athletic
Shield by a majority of 71 ? points. I will not go into details as a full
report will be given "by the Battalion Correspondent.
Now that the Trooping has been completed, things have become
rather more quiet. Everyone was pleased with the Ceremony and a
full report will be found elsewhere in this issue.
The first leave party are due to arrive back tonight and it
will be amusing to watch their faces when they learn that they arc to
go on a jaunt into the country tomorrow, not in charabancs though,
but on " Shanks' Pony."
" Freddie" was rather relieved to find that his wishes had been
complied with by the Post Corporal; lie would have been in a bad way
if they had not been. Me is full of new resolutions now and I am
wondering how long he will keep them.

Beneath Bell Harry.

S

EVERAL events
of an important
nature have during the
past month made a
pleasant change in our
ordinary routine. The
first was instructional
as well as enjoyable
and a function which
ever} Buff who was
able to, attended with
a feeling of pride for
his Regiment.
This was the presen
tation to the 2nd
Battalion of new colours
by the Lord Mayor of London, acting 011 behalf
of His Majesty.
No doubt a full description of the
presentation will be given elsewhere, so we will
content ourselves with describing how the
whole Depot, both trained staff and young
recruits, were able to go up to London to see
a ceremony which every soldier in his serving
years is not always given the opportunity to
witness.
An early start was made at 6.45 a.m.
in buses which conveyed the Depot to the
Headquarters of the H.A.C. in Finsbury
Square and arrived shortly before the 2nd
Battalion passed through the gates, having
marched from Waterloo Station through the
city with bayonets fixed and colours flying.
Conclusion of 2nd Battalion.
Osborne was rather indignant with me for making liis love affairs
public, so he has decided to "cut" all his "Old Flames" and find
someone that we know nothing about.
Before closing these notes I must congratulate L/Sgt. Baker and
L/Cpls. Jones, Cunningham and Norris on their appointments and
hope they will do well; also Sgt. Annan on his promotion to full
Sergeant.

ENIV.

" B " Company.
Capt. Keble, after several years in the War Office, has joined "B"
Company. We are ail very pleased to see him and offer him a hearty
welcome.
At the end of last month the whole company spent a very busy day
on the range—the Battalion Rilie Meeting. We did not actually win
any of the individual competitions though we should like to
congratulate the following on winning prizes:—C.Q.M.S. Fawcett,
Sgt. Cox, L/Cpl. Saunders, L/Cpl. Robbins, Ptes. Vanson and Flecknell.
In the intercompany team match we were fourth—all we can say
is "not bottom"—"better luck next year." In match 8, however,
open to two teams per company, we were well to the fore. Our first
team (ably led by the C.S.M.) defeated our second team in the semi
final and then* proceeded to beat H.Q. Wing in the final
in spite of some brilliant shooting by Sgt. Baker. We also won the
Lewis Gun Competition after a tie with "H.O." Wing—a very good
performance. On adding up the points at the end of the day "B"
Company were third ; we are not satisfied with this however, as we
have decided to win it next year.
In the Command Rifle Meeting we were not so successful though we
congratulate 2/Lieut. F. W. B. Parry on being a member of the winning
Officers' Lain. We were also pleased to hear that Major Jackson
was defeating the bookies 011 the Sweep and Pool shoots.
The first leave party have just returned from their leave, and,
though no doubt they all enjoyed themselves, are now looking rather
glum ; not so, however, the second party, who are at the present
looking forward to a good ten days' holiday 1 !

THE DRAGON
The drill of the ceremony which followed
must  have sent a shiver down the spine of
everyone there and the recruits from here were
lucky to be able to see what really good drill
looked like and the ceremony was explained
to them as it proceeed. Meanwhile, Lieut.
Crozier had fetched pensioners from the Royal
Hospital, Chelsea.
Afterwards, rations were issued and eaten
while the 2nd Battalion were entertained to
lunch by the H.A.C. and after dinner ihe
Depot took the opportunity of visiting the
Tower of London and, in particular, the old
colours in the chapel of St. Peter ad Vincula.
After this visit, the Depot embussed for
Canterbury, stopping on the outskirts of
London for hot tea and cakes.
A week later Canterbury Cricket Week
began. The first day, Saturday, August 4th,
no cricket could be played because of the
pouring rain, but for the remainder of the week
there was glorious weather. Several 2nd
Battalion officers were able to come down for
the week and it was nice having Capt. Morley
and Lieuts. King, Bruce and Parry stopping
in the mess.
The 2nd Battalion band was housed in the
Depot and played on the ground throughout
the week. The Depot band also assisted at
the lunch and tea tent.
It was a pleasant week, pleasant as regards
the weather, pleasant to watch the cricket and
more pleasant still to see so many Buffs with
their relations and friends in the Regimental
tent. There were, besides the Old Stagers,
the usual County dances in the evenings and
three or four very excellent private dances
during and after the week.
A week of ordinary routine and once more
we were plunged into more Cricket festivities,
for our Depot Week began* on Saturday,
August 18th, with a match between the Past
and the Present and was followed by
a smoking concert in the drill shed in the
evening.
On Sunday, the 19th, the annual march of
Past and Present Buffs to the Cathedral for the
Memorial Service took place. There was a
parade on the square of some 900 strong, when
General the Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur Paget
inspected both the Past and Present, composed
of the 4th Battalion with their drums, and the
Depot.
Sir Arthur Paget's visit was very much
appreciated and we were very pleased to see
him so soon again after his inspection of the
Depot on July 4th.
General Sir Guy Bainbridge, who stayed
the weekend at the Depot and was present at
Saturday's ' Smoker,' and MajorGeneral Sir
Arthur LyndenBell were also on the parade.
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The next two days we played our annual
match against the Band of Brothers, captained
by Lord Harris, whom we were .honoured to
have staying in the mess for the occasion.
We were also pleased to have staying
Colonel Hoare and Mr. Tuff, who is at present
at the R.M.C., both of whom were playing
for the B.B., and Captain Morgan and Lieut.
F. W. B. Parry, who were playing for us.
On Monday evening a successful All Ranks
dance was held in the Gym. and was ably run
by C.S.M. Howard and C.Q.M.S. Taylor.
The remainder of our week was, so to
speak, at Maidstone, for it was the turn for
our annual match with the Queen's Own
Royal West Kent Regiment to take place on
their ground. After a useful lead on the first
innings, we were finally beaten.
Capt. Wood and Lieut. Airy were not able
to take part in these festivities because they
were in France on an official tour of the battle
fields, which unfortunately clashed with Depot
Week. They returned after five days, which
proved most instructive and enjoyable.
Another event in Depot Week was the
birth of a son at the Depot to Lieut, and Mrs.
Penlington—our heartiest congratulations to
them both.
2/Lt. J. H. Hanley, of our Supplementary
Reserve, had unfortunately to terminate
abruptly his month's course here, when it was
only half completed, owing to a sudden illness :
we hope that he is now very much better.
Finally, we have to thank Brig.General
R. Macdouall for his gift of six ducklings to
the mess. After a brief stay in the mess yard
they concluded their visit (also abruptly) on
the occasion of the dinner to the Band of
Brothers.
E.A.A.
Sergeants' Mess.
On 17th July the members held a Tennis At Home,
to which the Corporals were also invited, and whilst the
tennis champions were hard at it, the remainder were
kept busy enjoying themselves * with other outdoor
games. An excellent tea was provided in the flower
garden adjoining the tennis court, Sgt.Cook Rowe
doing his utmost to overfeed us with nice things.
Congratulations to Sgt. and Mrs. Burville on the
birth of a son (Douglas Robert) at Shorncliffe on 30th
June.
. In connection with the visit of the Depot to the
Honourable Artillery Company's Ground, London,
on 27th J uly, to witness the presentation of new
Colours to the 2ndBattalion, we would like to record
our appreciation and grateful thanks for the unlimited
hospitality showered upon us by the members of that
famous unit, and also to tender our thanks to those
of the committee who had in hand the arranging of the
refreshments.
It was indeed good that at this ceremony we were
able to meet so many old comrades and pals, especially
those who unfortunately cannot always manage
to attend the Annual Depot Cricket Week event or
Annual Dinner.

THE DRAGON
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4th Battalion.

F

IRST and foremost we, who
were privileged to witness
the ceremony of the Presentation
of Colours to the 2nd Battalion
on July 27th, would like to
congratulate Col. Crookenden and
the 2nd Bn. on the marvellous
way in which they carried out
their difficult and arduous task.
It is sad to think that only about
5 officers and 34 O.R.'s were
able to attend and that work
prevented so many others from
being present.
Canterbury Week has come
and gone once more. Those of
us who live near Canterbury
I 1
Q^ V
t
met many of our old friends on
(ffifen&d >er"I7<5 tj the
Ground. Many old officers
of the Territorial Battalions were
present in the Buffs Canterbury Cricket Week Club
Tent. I will not attempt to mention names as I know
they will be fully given by the Editor in other columns.
Conclusion, Beneath Bell Harry.
Hearty congratulations to Sgt.Cook and Mrs.
Rowe on their marriage at Canterbury on 28th July.
We wish them every happiness.
The final game of the George Porter Billiard Handi
cap took place on 13th August, when W.O. (11), Collins
(owe 45) met Sgt. Burville (owe 40).
During the first half of the game Sgt. Burville
obtained a very substantial lead of over 100, and
continuing to keep ahead, completed his 300 against
215 by W.O. Collins.
A convivial evening followed, and in presenting
the Cup and 1st prize to Sgt. Burville, the 2nd prize to
WO. Collins and the 3rd prize to Sgt. Smith, the
R.S.M. expressed his satisfaction at the progress of the
tournament and hoped for added interest in next
year's competition. '
The prizewinners each made suitable replies
by which it seems evident that they all intend to win
the 1st prize in the next competition. However, this
is the spirit we must admire, so we shall patiently
" wait and see."
Trained Men's Notes.
We congratulate Pte. Lewry on being awarded the Long Service
and Good Conduct Medal which was presented to him by General
Sir Arthur Paget on his last visit to this Depot.
We have played four Cricket Matches just recently, winning three
and losing one by one run ; not too had for the " Danker " Trained
Men.
 Results to date are :—
?
Trained Men Depot The Buffs, 68 (Bottomley, 23); Canter
bury Post Office, 42 (Bailey, 6 for 27).
July 5. Trained Men, Depot The Buffs, 77 (Salsbury, 16; Bottom^
ley, 23) ; The Congregntioiials, 68 (Bailey, 6 for 33);
Eley, 4 for 28).
15. Trained Men, 193 (Tutt, 91 : Eley, 26 ; Bottomley, 29)
The Congregationals, 81 (Mr. Lee, 18 ;  Eley, 6 for 20).
23. Trained Men, 110 (Tutt, 43; Bottomley, 25); Jolly
Butchers, 11! (Gower, 21 ; Gould, 18 ; Eley, 4 for 39).
We welcome Ptes. Gill, Eldridge and Gainey from the 2nd Battalion
who have arrived here ou a Motor Course before departing into civvy
life. (Steady old three and nine give it).
We had an All Ranks' Dance in the Gym. on the 3rd August and
several new Jazz queens were unearthed amongst the trained men,
vis.: Boxall, Holliday and Co.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Roll onfooter. Ask the Soccer players.

BOTTr.ES.

On Saturday, 18th August, Major Collard
represented the Battalion in the Present Team and
Capt.. Cremer in the Past. Capt. Coote was
unfortunately unable to play for the Present this year.
In 1929 we shall hope to be able to have more
representatives in the Past and Present match. After
the match the Drums under Sgt.Dr. Tripp, or Drum
Major Tripp I believe I should now call him, played
Retreat on the Cricket Ground.
The march to the Cathedral was a great success for
us, as no fewer than 270 officers and men of the
Battalion representing strong contingents from all
companies took part. Events of this nature help us
to feel that we really are in close touch with the Regi
ment to which we belong. Next year we can only hope
that more officers and men will be able to join in the
impressive yearly march to the Cathedral.
The Brigade Rifle Meeting is to take place on
Shoreham Range on September 2nd ; each company
will be sending teams of eight for the competitions.
Heme Bay Detachment under Lt. Iggulden, are to
be congratulated on obtaining eleven recruits since
camp and bringing their members up to thirty.
Since last month's notes, C.S.M. Wood, of "B"
Company has left us. He will be a great loss to his
company, but we hope he will not forget his old
Battalion, although no longer an active member.
"A" Company (Thanet).
. Owing to the local inhabitants, said to be of backward intelligence,
though of a peaceful nature (O/C Company excepted), having to make
sufficient in July, August and September to keep them for the year,
all Territorial activity ceases during the summer and the drill halls are
cloced. The postmen have a slack time as there are no postcards
sent out ordering us to parade, but towards the end of September we
hope to get going and finish our musketry.
On the 25th September (Tuesday) the Lord Mayor of London is
visiting Margate.to lay the foundationstone of the new hospital and
we are being asked to take part in the ceremony and want 100 Bulls.
We hope that some of our neighbouring detachments will help on that
date.
RAMSGATE DETACHMENT.—Nothing doing. Everybody hard at it,
relieving visitors of all spare cash ; even Ilammon lias stopped grous
ing and Camel has gone to sleep. The skipper has been busy building
a new house at Margate where he has gone to live and in his spare
moments he has been at war with the new Regimental Quartermaster
over deficient clothing !!!??? (awful).
MARGATE DETACHMENT.—Here, too, the visitors are not allowed to
return home with anvthing surplus. There is nothing doing in the
Military line except 'that QuartermasterSergeant Gardner is busy
connting flappers at Dreamland and R.Q.M.S. Arnold is often seen
riding about without his hat. Sgt. Woodland has not been seen for
some long time and is reported to have melted away owing to the hot
s u m m e r .
'
.
.
.
SANDWICH DETACHMENT.—All busy shewing the Yankees how to
play golf.
HERNE BAY DETACHMENT.—Drilling twice a week and have
captured some eight recruits. A Brain Specialist is bring sent for to
examine the local Platoon Headquarters as they have accomplished
since Camp what no one has been able to do since the war, i.e., get the
show going.
,
All detachments are asked to push the sale of the Dragon. Too few
Terriers take it and too many share a copy.

CAMEL PLATOON EDITOR.

P.S.—The Skipper has paid £5 for clothing deficiencies and has bought
a revolver for 2/. He was last seen in his car going in the
direction of Canterbury.

"B" Company.
SITTINGBOURNE DETACHMENT.
Owing to the Busy Bee being on a short leave, no notes were avail
able for our August number. The number of remiits joining the
Company is satisfactory and we wish them all happincswith us. Our
one regret is the loss of our Company SergeantMajor.
Each of our five Detachments are busy at training in their Drill
Halls and we have also been busy firing our annual Musketry Course
and it is hoped to have put the whole of the Company, 190 All Ranks,
through their musketry by the end of September. The annual
musketry course this year is quite different from previous years, full
N.C.O.'s firing different parts to the remainder of the Company, the
trained man not having to fire so many practices as the recruit. The
main reasons for the course being changed are to save ammunition
and to give the recruit more practice than he previously had. The
shooting this year is certainly an improvement:

THE DRAGON
. Our Whitstable Detachment, I am pleased to say, is making head
way in the recruiting line and it is hoped that in the near future Whit
stable will be able to boast that they are one of our strongest
Detachments. Lieut. A. J. Turner and Sgt. Croucher are striving
hard to get recruits and no stone is being left unturned to make every
member at the Drill Hall into a happy family. I must not close the
subject of Whitstable without thanking Mrs. Turner, Mrs. Croucher
and daughter for all that they do for the Detachment at the Hall.
Our monthly spoon shoots at Sittingbourne are still going strong.
We all corigratulate Pte. Byflect on being the winner of the silver spoon
for the month of July and special congratulations must be given to
Pte. J. Frost on bring the winner of the silver spoon for the month of
August. 1
Mention must be made of the loser, L/Cpl. Ravensdale, he being the
winner of the wooden spoon for July and August.

BUSY BEE.

Retirement of an Old Territorial.
C.S.M. F. C. S. Wood, of "B" Company, 4th Buffs, after a long term
of honourable service, is retiring this month. C.S.M. Wood, who has
been for many years in the employ of the Sittingbourne District Cas
Company, has been appointed head fitter, and owing to increased
responsibility, he is unable to give that time to Territorial work which
it needs, and he therefore is severing his connection with "B" Company.
He enlisted in the Volunteers at the beginning of 1908, and therefore
he has seen twenty years' service. On the formation of the Territorial
Army C.S.M. Wood reenlisted, was promoted Corporal in I £03,
received a Sergeant's chevron a year later, was appointed C.Q.M.S. in
1916, and Company SergeantMajor in 1917. He served throughout
the War with the 4th Buffs in India, and. at Aden, and was awarded
the Meritorious Service Medal for his good work., Upon demobilization
he rejoined the Territorial Army, and up till Monday last had completed
twenty yeiars and six months service. C.S.M. Wood has the 1914—
15 Star, the British War Medal, the Victory Medal, recriving the
Meritorious Service Medal and bar granted to Territorials for efficiency.
Then C.S.M. Wood is a good shot, having won at various times the
" East Kent Gazette " Cup, the Lumley Webb Cup, the Marksmen's
Cup, and he has been picked to fire in every Battalion and Company
team that has been organised. He has attended every camp through
out his service, and the zeal and intelligence which he has put into his
work marks him as a model Territorial. C.S.M. Wood leaves "B"
Company to the great regret of the officers and the men with whom
he has been associated. He is a pattern that all young Territorials
would do well to copy, and his fellow townsmen wish him success in
his new appointment.

AWAITING ORDERS-

"QALDERSHOT
THE SENIOR STORE.
MILITARY TAILORS &
BOOTMAKERS.
HOUSE FURNISHERS.
GENERAL DRAPERS.
REMOVALS & STORAGE.

(Dfeifs's f>e;<a
THE SOCIAL CENTRE.

fIDusic 2>aUv>.
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Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
COMMANDS AND STAFF.
The following relinquishes his appointment:—Capt. T. H. Keble,
The Buffs, G.S.O., 3rd Grade at the War Office (June 24th).
The following appointment has been made in India :—

COMMANDS AND STAFF.
A.D.C. TO G.O.C. INCHIEF.—E. COMD.—Lt. T. H. Spear, Buffs
(April 1).

INFANTRY.

Major G. F. Hamilton, M.C., relinquishes the appointment of
Adjutant (Jan. 1).
Lt. D. C. Coates to be Adjt., vice Capt. D. A. Wilkins, M.B.E.
(Aug. 23); Lt. J. A. Botley resigns his commn. (Aug. 25).

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Attested as shewn :—
Recruits W. Town, 15628; S. Sullivan, J. Sabin, F.
Turmalne, 19628; W. Paramour, 22628 ; L Turner, 2728.
Recruits L King, H. Smith and E. Smith, 2371928; S. Foster,
31728 ; G. Homewood, E. Sinclair, A. C. Spiers, 1581928.

COURSE OF INSTRUCTION.
6282972 L/Sgt. L G. C. Chapman, attended the 39th Course at the
Army School of Education, Shorncliffe, from 13th April to 22nd June,
1928 and passed ;—" DISTINGUISHED."

PROMOTION.
6286754 L/Cpl. C. Pitch, promoted Corporal, 1461928.
6281819 L/Cpl. A. Willcox, promoted Corporal, 571928.

CONTINUANCE IN THE SERVICE.
6278118 R.S.M. F. W. Potter, permitted to remain in the Service
until 731930 to complete 5 years as W.O.I, 1271928.
6278071 R.Q.M.S. G. F. Ings, permitted to continue in the Service
beyond 21 years for a further period of one year up to 2431930.

REENGAGKMENT.
6279308 Sgt. (O.R.S.) H. Shorter, reengaged at Canterbury, 276
28 for The Buffs, for such term of service asshall complete 21 years with
the Colours.

POSTINGS.

6212754 Cpl. C. Pitch, reposted to 2nd Battalion, 1461928.
The undermentioned proceeded to Aldershot, 1171928 on posting
to 2nd Battalion The Buffs
6283708 Pte. L. Adams, 6283748 Pte. C. Clubbe, 6283752 Pte. J.
Carter, 6283746 Pte. W. Eggleton, 6283736 Pte. B. Fletcher, 6283749
Pte. G. Frankliam, 6283740 Pte. M. Frankham, 6283744 Pte. J. Finnis
6283742 Pte. W. Hurley, 6283709 Pte. R. Hubbard, 6283751 Pte. J.
Hopper, 6283753 Pte. F. Henderson, 6283749 Pte. J. Hayward, 6283743
Pte. G. Jeffery, 6283718 Pte. H. Millard, 6132286 Pte. F. Orchin,
6282629 Pte. M. Perry, 6283754 Pte. W. Paramour, 750159 Pte. E.
Keif, 6283724 Pte. C. Rowe, 6283737 Pte. H. Surridge, 6283750 Pte. J.
Stephens, 6283713 Pte. H. Spice, 772204 Pte. C. Twyman, 401169 Pte.
F. Warne, 6283723 Pte. G. Ridout.
6283117 L/Cpl. F. Drury, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion for
a tour of duty, 4728.

DISCHARGE.

7815468 Sgt. M. Martin, discharged under K.R.'s, para. 368 (xxi),
4—7—28.
6283790 Pte. H. Cooke, discharged under K.R.'s, para 370 (vii).
x
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Major H. Iv. Archer Houblon
Mr. J. Russell
Brig.General R. A. Hickson
Mr. Gordon Bindley
Colonel J. Body
Colonel H. Trollope
Captain Strettell
Mr. W. H. Rowe...
Captain R. M. Webster
Colonel and Mrs. Baines
Colonel and Mrs. Eaton
Et.Colonel I/. W. Eucas
Major C. S. Field
Mrs. Russell
Brig.General A. J. W. Allen
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4 0
3 3
2 2
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2 2
2 2
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1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 0
1 0
0 10

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
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£187 15 6
Notes.—Donations should be made payable to
the Buffs Warriors' Chapel Endowment
Fund and addressed to The Secretary,
Past and Present Association, The Buffs
Depot, Canterbury.
(We regret th?t a printer's error occurred in the list of subscribers
last month—for CROMB read CRANE).

Friends of Canterbury Cathedral.
CHRIST CHURCH GATEWAY,
CANTERBURY.

August 27th, 1928.
Dear Sir Guy Bainbridge,
At the most impressive Memorial Service of the Past
and Present Association, The Buffs, on August 19th,
I watched with great interest as you handed the cheque
for £150 to the ViceDean, and as he received it in the
name of the Dean and Chapter, and on behalf of the
Friends of Canterbury Cathedral.

Will you be so good as to convey to all those who
contributed, our deep gratitude for the interest taken
by the Buffs, not only in the upkeep of the Warriors'
Chapel, but also in the " Friends of Canterbury
Cathedral " and its aims.
We shall be honoured if at any time donors will
pay a visit to the beautiful office over the Christ Church
Gateway, and there become personally acquainted with
our Society and its doings.
I am, yours sincerely,
M. BABINGTON.

310

TX7 E

THE DRAGON

Personalia.

congratulate The Queen's Own on the
* * great honour conferred upon them by
H.M. Queen Mary becoming their honorary
Colonel; this is the first Canadian Regiment
to be so honoured.
General Sir Arthur Paget has left England
for Cannes and consequently was unable to
be present at the Medway Branch Annual
Dinner.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur, Lady Lynden
Bell and Miss LyndenBell were amongst those
who visited the 2nd Battalion during
Divisional manoeuvres.
We regret to hear that on one of these
visits Sir Arthur was stung on the eyelid by
a wasp.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy and Lady Bain
bridge have been staying with Lord and Lady
Harris at Belmont.
We hear that Brig.General R. A. and Mrs.
Hickson are both very well. We hope to see
General Hickson at the Past and Present
Dinner on 20th instant.
The Press has been full of expressions of
regret at the departure of General Sir Charles
and the Hon. Lady Monro from Gibraltar.
The Gibraltar papers say (and we can well
believe them) that there has never been a
more popular Governor of the Rock than Sir
Charles. The 1st Battalion can certainly
never forget the extraordinary kindness they
received at the hands of Sir Charles and Lady
Monro; we hope we shall see them both at
some of our Regimental functions in the near
future ?
To the great regret of the 2nd Battalion,
and we are sure of all units of the 5th Brigade,
Brigadier Pitt Taylor is to leave the Brigade
in January, to take over the post of Director
of Recruiting and Organization at the War
Office.
We are very glad to hear good news of
Colonel Sir Courtenay Vyvyan. Major G.
Hickman has recently been staying with him.
We are very glad to have good news of
Colonel and Mrs. Moody; Major C. D. K.
Greenway has recently been staying with them
at Windsor.

Colonel A. C. Trollope is at present home
from South Africa; he too, we hope to see
at the Cannon Street Hotel on the 20th.
Colonel R. E. Power has just returned
home after a very interesting trip on Captain
and Mrs. Golf's yacht.
Colonel H. Findlay has left Faversham, his
new address is Roper House, Canterbury.
Colonel Burns attended the recent Artillery
practice at Transfynydea (popularly known
among the rank and file of the Artillery as
' Trousers.')
Lieut.Colonel W. A. and Mrs. Eaton were
in Canterbury for a few days last week, both
looking very well. They have taken a new
house in Malorca and are en route there now.
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Bradley Dyne have
returned to Sevenoaks after their holiday at
Mullion in Cornwall. They both look
remarkably well.
Lieut.Colonel Howard Smith has been
attending a Senior Officers' Course at the
Small Arms School at Ahmednagar.
Lt.Colonel the Hon. P. G. Scarlett has
arrived home from Shanghai.
We are
sorry to hear that he has not yet recovered
from his recent very serious illness. Colonel
Scarlett has gone north to recuperate, but
hopes to be in Kent in November. We wish
him a very speedy return to health.
Major W.
Argyllshire.

H.

Booth

is

shooting in

We offer our deepest sympathy to Major
and Mrs. Foster on the irreparable loss they
have sustained in the death of their daughter,
which occurred quite suddenly after only three
days illness.
The funeral took place on Thursday, at
River Churchyard, of Mrs. Winifred Lilian
Varty, wife of Mr. G. F. R. Varty and second
daughter of Major and Mrs. Foster, who died
at " Sandymount," Crabble Hill, Dover, on
27th August. She was spending a holiday
with her husband, and was taken ill and died
after a few days illness. The Rev. H. A.
Varty (brotherinlaw) officiated.
Captain N. D. Rice has been promoted to
Company Commander in the Nigeria Regi
ment.
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We congratulate Captain H. C. T. Stronge
on his appointment at the W.O., G.S.O., 3rd
grade, M.I. 3 A. We understand that Capt.
Stronge's area of activities will include France,
Belgium, Spain and Portugal.
We are indebted to Captain H. L. Cremer
for the photographs and account of the recent
British Legion Pilgrimage to the Battlefields.
We have received a long and interesting
letter from Captain A. C. Nugent from
Shanghai. We wish we could publish his
letter.
We wish Mr. Crozier every success during
his tour of service with the King's African
Rifles. We understand he is being posted to
the 6th (Tanganyika) Battalion; we hope
he will not stay away too long.
We have news of Mr. D'Arcy Symonds who
writes in excellent spirits from Accra. In the
intervals of somewhat strenuous soldiering he
is very busy playing Polo and Hockey. It
may surprise some of our readers to learn that
he says : " We are having quite cold weather
here : it is asking for trouble if you sit about
after sundown without a coat on, most people
wear a pretty thick one." And this about
five degrees north of the Equator ! !
Mr. J. M. Smith who, as we mentioned in
our last issue, is a candidate for the 3rd
Gurkhas, has been ordered to join the 1st
Battalion for a year's attachment and sailed
for India on the 14th September in the
P. and O. Steamer Rowal Pindt.
Mr. H. G. Wooler has been attached to the
2nd Battalion for a year pending his return
to New Zealand to join the Permanent Forces
of that dominion. .
We welcome to the Regiment Mr. C. T.
Kenward who was gazetted on the 1st
September. He is a nephew of Colonel John
Body. He was posted to the 1st Battalion,
but has exchanged with Mr. Robertson.
It is announced that ColourSergeant J.
Butcher, late The Buffs, has been awarded
the annuity and medal for meritorious service.
We would remind our readers that the
Past and Present Association Annual Dinner
i§ being held at the Cannon Street Hotel on

311

Saturday, 20th instant, at 7 p.m., tickets 6/
each. The Secretary of the Association would
be grateful if members would complete and
post enclosed card as soon as possible.
It is hoped that there will be a record
attendance.
We congratulate the Medway Branch of the
Past and Present Association both on the
excellent muster at the inaugural meeting of
the Sittingbourne Detachment of the Branch,
and also on their Annual Dinner at Gillingham
on September 21st, the Mayor of Chatham in
the Chair.
The Annual Jumble Sale, in aid of the
Benevolent Fund, will be held at Canterbury
in November. The Secretary of the
Association would be most grateful for any
things which readers can spare for this sale.
Parcels should be addressed to The
Secretary, Past and Present Association, The
Buffs Depot, Canterbury.
We hear that the Band of the 2nd
Battalion, 3rd Gurkhas, is now one of the best
bands in the Indian Army. Those of the old
Brigade of our Regiment who were in
Jullendur in 1899 will remember that one day
some thirty Gurkhas with no knowledge of
music arrived and that our 1st Battalion was
asked" to turn them into a Band.
Mr. Birkhead, who was then Bandmaster
of the 1st Battalion, had probably the biggest
task of his life and we can see various old
Bandsmen of the 1st Battalion—Wittering,
Nicholson, Smith, Sheed and others—laughing
over their reminiscences in connection with
the Gurkha Band. Each man of our band
was told off to train a Gurkha in his particular
instrument, but the Gurkhas wanted to
practice all day with the result that the
residents of Jullendur complained that the
noise of the Gurkha band interfered with their
midday sleep and so there had to be a close
time for practice. But worse was to follow.
Mr. Birkhead had to order the instruments
for the Gurkha band and as each new instru
ment arrived there was something like
a mutiny among the Gurkhas, whose idea was
that the bigger the instrument the more
important the man who played it and the
climax came when the circular Bass arrived.
However, all's well that ends well and the
Gurkha Band played themselves out of
Jullendur in great style in 1895.
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We have received from Mrs. Ainge, mother
of the indefatigable Secretary of the London
Branch of the Past and Present Associa
tion, interesting letters giving some of her
reminiscences when she was with the regiment
some fifty years ago. We would take 'this
opportunity of thanking Mrs. Ainge.
We regret to hear from Colonel J. Steele,
Royal Hospital, Kilmainham, that Pensioner
Tom Noonan died on August 6th, at the age of
92 years.
The number of pensioners now remaining
at the Royal Hospital is only 39.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTH.
Wilkins.—On September 17th, 1928, at
Ranikhet, India, to Lilian {nee Coughlan),
wife of Captain D. A. Wilkins, The Buffs,
a daughter.

DEATH.
Varty.—On 27th August, very suddenly, at
" Sandymount," River, Winifred Lilian,
devoted wife of G. R. Varty, and dearly
beloved daughter of Major and Mrs. Foster,
aged 28 years.

Military Bands and Army Pitch.

R

EADERS of The Dragon who are interested in
music will have read the recent correspondence
in the newspapers on this subject and may be glad to
hear whether any change is probable. In answer to
an enquiry made on behalf of the 1st Battalion, the
Commandant of the Royal Military School of Music,
Kneller Hall, writes as follows :
" The possibility, of a change in Army Pitch is
" now under consideration, but no definite
" conclusion has as yet been reached. There are
" a great many obstacles to such a change and,
" while the change is generally speaking supported,
"it is possible that it may be found impracticable.
" I should say that by the end of November the
" matter should be settled definitely one way or
" another."
From the point of view of the individual (and
quite apart from the obvious inconvenience of the
Army using a peculiar pitch) it has been urged that
if the ordinary pitch was adopted, army bandsmen
might be permitted to buy their instruments by
instalments and take them with them when they
entered civilian life.
F.W.T.

Matters of Interest
TERRITORIAL ARMY RECRUITS.

Official returns issued yesterday show another large
accession of recruits to the Territorial Army. During
June 4,479 men were finally approved for service,
compared with 2,863 in the corresponding month in
1927, and the total number enlisted during the nine
months of the present recruiting year rose to 24,328.
Of this total the Western Command provided 5,567 ;
the Northern Command 5,520 ; the Scottish Command
4,060; the Southern Command 3,265; the Eastern
Command 3,162 ; and the London District 2,754.
On the 1st instant, the total Territorial strength,
exclusive of permanent staff, was 6,602 officers and
134,157 other ranks.
The total Divisional strength was as follows :—
Northumbrian 9,709, Welsh 9,378, N. Midland
9,099, Highland 9,048, West Riding 8,738, Lowland
8,449, East Lancashire 8,176, South Midland 8,126,
Wessex 7,894, East Anglia 7,893, West Lancashire
7,890, Home Counties 7,087, London' (56th Division)
6,735, London (47th Division) 6,348.
WORK FOR DISCHARGED SOLDIERS.

During June 125 soldiers completed their courses
of training in the Army Vocational Training Centres,
Hounslow, Aldershot and Chisledon, and were
discharged from the Army on the termination of their
Colour Service. Of this number 98 obtained immediate
employment in civil life, the majority going to brick
laying, carpentry, motoring, farming, private service
and positions of trust.
M.B.E. CAPTAIN.
Legion Club Steward.
On Tuesday the committee of the Ramsgate branch
of the British Legion selected, from an excellent entry
of candidates, a successor to Mr. W. Aust, as steward
of their club in Cliff Street.
To the regret of all the members, Mr. Aust has had
to give up the post through considerations of health.
He has been a most courteous, painstaking steward,
and was deservedly popular among his comrades.
The choice of the committee on Tuesday fell upon
Mr. Thomas William Munday, M.B.E., of Ramsgate,
who is well known to all the members of the club,
having acted on occasions as a " relief " for Mr. Aust.
The appointment being a dual one, Mrs. Munday
becomes the stewardess.
The appointment was made by the narrow margin
of two votes on a ballot, and afterwards confirmed by
a vote by show of hands that proved unanimous. The
applicants to secure the next highest number of votes
were Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Acht, of Ramsgate.
The new steward enlisted in the 7th Dragoon
Guards, and in 1916 he was commissioned in the 7th
(Service) Battalion The Buffs. He saw a great deal
of war service, attained the rank of captain, and had
membership of the Order of the British Empire
conferred upon him.
He was gassed in 1918, and placed on the halfpay
list in December of 1920.
Mr. Acht, too, after attaining the rank of sergeant
major in the Regular Royal Garrison Artillery, was
promoted to commissioned rank during the war.
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Battles of

the Buffs.

No. 30.

THE BATTLES OF THE PYRENEES.
25TH JULY TO 2ND AUGUST, 1813. 
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A FTER their defeat at Vittoria the French,
leaving a garrison in San Sebastian and
in Pampeluna retired hastily across the
Pyrenees and over the R. Bidassoa, where they
halted. The Allies then proceeded to blockade
these two forts and to occupy all the principal
passes in the Pyrenees chain between them.
Wellington had now completed his object
which was to drive the French out of Spain,
but he knew that peace was not possible until
Napoleon had been completely and finally
defeated. For this it was necessary to carry
the war into France, and in order to be able
to do so it was essential to reduce the
fortresses of San Sebastian and Pampeluna,

I i i i i i

MILES

so as to prevent any possibility of their
garrisons interfering with the allied lines of
communications. Wellington decided first to
reduce San Sebastian, and accordingly this
place was besieged while the other was only
blockaded for the time being.
Napoleon had realised that a change in the
higher command in Spain was essential, and
Marshal Soult was sent to replace Marshal
Victor and if necessary to replace King
Joseph himself. The latter however gracefully
retired. Soult set about restoring the French
moral and succeeded in doing so to a very
remarkable degree. He then proceeded to
study the situation and decide on his plan.
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The situation of the various bodies of troops
is shewn on the accompanying sketch map.
It will be seen that the French line extended
north of the mountains from the mouth of the
R. Bidassoa on the west through Ainhoa to
just north of St. Jean Pied de Port on the east,
with advanced troops holding the two
fortresses. In addition Suchet had a force
still further south in Catalonia. The Allies
were holding the passes in the Main Range of
the Pyrenees and in the northern subsidiary
range between Roncesvalles and Irun. Hill
was on the right, the Buffs under General
Byng being near Roncesvalles, the 7th Division
in the centre and the Light Division on the
left. The 3rd (Picton's) and 4th (Cole's)
Divisions were in reserve on the right and the
6th more towards the centre. Soult had news
from San Sebastian and knew it was in no
immediate need of assistance but he had heard
nothing from Pampeluna. Moreover an
attack in that direction would allow him to
roll up the Allies to the west and cooperate
with Suchet's force further to the south. He
therefore made signs of movement on his right
flank, prepared a feint attack in his centre and
massed his troops for a teal attack on his left
towards Pampeluna.
His plans were kept quite secret and on the
25th July his centre ] and left flank moved
forward to the attack carrying four days
rations with them. Byng received information
the night before and sent the news back to
Cole. Next day he and some Spaniards on
the right were attacked by some thirty
thousand French troops but stood their ground
for some time. Eventually only Cole's arrival
saved this force from having their right flank
completely turned, and they were at last
driven by superior numbers from the mountain
top. In the afternoon a thick fog stopped
a general attack that Soult was preparing,
and when night fell they were still holding on
to the Great Spine though their right was
turned and their line of retreat threatened.
The losses of the force were 380 killed and
wounded while the French losses amounted to
400. They therefore decided to retire, the
Buffs with the remainder of their brigade
moving during the night to a place called
Linzoain. This resistance had partially upset
Soult's plan as he had taken a whole day to
move 10 miles and was still 22 from
Pampeluna.
All the French columns were again on the
move by daybreak, but the fog still hung
heavily and delayed their advance. About
four o'clock in the afternoon, however, they
seized some ground threatening the flank of

the defenders' position, and the Buffs with
the other corps in the mountains retired
skirmishing to a strong post near Zubiri.
Here they remained in order of battle till after
dark when they resumed their retreat to the
vicinity of Pampeluna. The Buffs were
.formed on the heights in front of the village of
Villalba, three miles from Pampeluna.
At the same time the feint in the centre of
Wellington's line had taken the form of
another determined attack which had only
been stopped at the last ridge of the pass.
Up to this time Wellington had been deceived
by Soult's ruses and had believed the real
attack to. be coming towards San Sebastian
where he himself had waited. He now realised
his mistake and hastily ordered the siege of
that fortress to be turned into a blockade and
all spare troops to hurry to the other flank.
He himself at once went to the centre of the
line, but getting no information as to what
was happening on the right he gave orders for
all troops to be directed to the valley of the
Lanz and himself made at racing speed for
Sauroren. As he entered this place, he saw
the French closing in on it. He realised at
once that his fresh troops would be intercepted
if they tried to come as he had ordered them
and wrote on the parapet of the bridge fresh
instructions for their approach. His Aidede
Camp had kept up with him and galloped out
of the village with the message while the
French light cavalry rode in at the other end.
Wellington himself rode alone up the
mountain.
The Portuguese were the first to recognise
him and raised a joyful cry, which swelled as
it rang along the lines into " that stern and
appalling shout which the British soldier is
wont to give upon the edge of battle and which
no enemy ever heard unmoved." (Napier)
He stopped in a conspicuous place so as to be
seen by both armies and fixing his attention
on Soult who was pointed out to him, said
" Yonder is a great commander, but he is
a cautious one and will delay his attack to
ascertain the cause of these shouts; that
will give time for the sixth division to arrive
and I shall beat him." He was fight. Soult
saw before him a strong position, and the
cheers of the troops and the presence of
Wellington made it clear that they confidently
awaited his attack. It also made him
suspect the arrival of reinforcements. So
rather naturally he awaited the arrival of
some troops coming up in his rear. At
midday on the 28th he attacked resolutely
and there took place the first
battle of
Sorauren, a very bloody battle, described by
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Wellington as " Bludgeon Work." Again and
again the French attacked the heights held
by the Allies. An attempt to outflank was
itself outflanked, and the British, very ably
assisted by some gallant Portuguese regi
ments, delivered many close bayonet charges
and repelled every attempt to carry the
position. The troops engaged in the first
line of the battle were roughly 25,000 French
men to 12,000 Allies though more were in
support or close at hand. The losses were
reported as 2,600 Allies and 1,800 French
including two generals, though the French
losses were believed to be much more. Next
day the armies remained facing each other,
almost too dazed to commence again. Soult
saw that he must abandon his project but
was too proud merely to turn about and go
back the way he came. So he started to
manoeuvre to his right in the hope that he
might be able to penetrate the allied line and
cut off Wellington from San Sebastian and his
base. This led to some hard fighting, and
Soult all but succeeded when Wellington
himself took the offensive. The divisions on
the right were ordered forward against Soult's
left flank. Byng's brigade, which it will be
remembered included the Buffs, was attached
to the 6th Division and was given the village
of Sauroren as its objective. The village and
bridge and the straits beyond were soon
covered with a pall of smoke, and the peal of
musketry echoed from mountain to mountain.
Byng with hard fighting carried Sauroren;
fourteen hundred prisoners were taken and
two French divisions entirely broken fled up
the valley. The losses in the battle were
heavy and were chiefly suffered by the
Portuguese who had borne the brunt of the
attacks. At last the French took up a position
and the Allies halted in front of it. At mid
night that night, the 30th July, Soult retired
behind a rearguard, and Wellington soon
followed. Fighting took place early on the
31st and Byng's Brigade, previously pushed
forward, captured at Elizondo a large convoy
of provisions and ammunition, made several
hundred prisoners after a heavy skirmish and
seized the pass of Maya. In spite of this
Soult halted in Estevan, and Wellington
feeling certain that he would be able to strike
a terrible blow when Soult walked into his
ambush anxiously awaited the next day.
But alas he had the mortification of seeing
three marauding English soldiers enter the
valley and be carried off by a French patrol.
Within half an hour the French army was
aroused and made off to the north towards
Yanzi. In this way the disobedience of three
men deprived Wellington of a consummate
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success and saved Soult from a most terrible
disaster. However the latter's troubles were
by no means over. The Light Division, which
had remained on the left, had been ordered
forward to head off the French, and after a
most terrible march over huge mountains it
arrived at the edge of a precipice near the
bridge of Yanzi. Below it within a stone's
throw was the leading French division
marching down a narrow defile. They had
already had a dreadful time, soldiers and
baggage had got mixed up and had been
sorted with difficulty. Now the scene was
too horrible for description. On one side of
them were inaccessible rocks ; on the other
a river. Suddenly fire was opened on them.
The cavalry drew their swords and attempted
to charge but were beaten back by their own
infantry. Many were precipitated into the
river, others tried to fire up vertically at the
British, while the wounded called for quarter
and pointed to the awful condition of those
who were beitig carried along. It is related
that it was with averted or doubtful aim that
the British kept up their fire.
The main
body of the French escaped by another
mountain path to Echallar but the baggage
was cut off together with many prisoners.
During that night Soult rallied his
divisions and took up a position. Next day
the 2nd August, further combats took place
and by this time the French were unable to
stand before the advancing Allies. They were
driven from the hills, and now after nine days,
of continuous movement during which ten
serious actions had been fought operations
ceased. The losses of the Allies exceeded
7,000 while those of.the French were certainly
not less than 13,000 and may even have
reached 15,000. The Buffs had taken their
share in the battle and had contributed to the
successful termination of the battle. Their
losses amounted to one officer and three men
killed, and one officer, one drummer, and
twentyfour men wounded. The officer killed
was Captain Walsh, who as an ensign had
carried the King's Colour into the battle of
Albuhera.
The Buffs remained in the mountains near
Roncesvalles for several months while the
siege of San Sebastian was being vigorously
prosecuted. Early in September a successful
though costly assault was made and
Wellington now felt himself able to advance
into France. On the 7th October the army
forced a crossing of the Bidassoa in spite of
opposition, and the capitulation of Pampeluna
on the 31st October of that year, 1813, closed
the campaign in Spain.
E.F.H.
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Records of Other Regiments.
No. XLII.

THE DUKE OP CORNWALL'S LIGHT INFANTRY.
BATTLE HONOURS.

Borne upon the Regimental Colour:—" Gibraltar,
1704/5," " Dettingen," " St. Lucia, 1778,"
" Dominica," " Rolica," " Vimiera," " Corunna,"
" Salamanca," " Pyrenees," " Nivelle," " Nive,"
" Orthes," " Peninsula," " Waterloo," " Mooltan,"
" Goojerat," " Punjaub," " Sevastopol," " Luck
now," " TelelKebir," " Egypt, 1882," " Nile,
1884/85," "Paardeberg," "South Africa, 1899/
1902."
Borne upon the King's Colour :—" Mons," " Marne,
1914," " Ypres, 1915, *17," " Somme, 1916, '18,"
" Arras, 1917," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai, 1917,
'18," " Sambre," " Gaza," " Doiran, 1917/18."
*
*
*
*
The 1st Battalion of this famous regiment was
originally a regiment of Marines raised in 1702. After
seeing service at Vigo, Cadiz and the capture of
Gibraltar, it was one of the Marine battalions scheduled
for disbandment at the Peace of Utrecht, but was
" reprieved " and placed on the Irish establishment as
an ordinary regiment of Foot. Regiments on the
Irish establishment were cheaper to maintain in those
days, their pay and pensions being on a lower scale.
In 1782 the regiment became the 32nd (Cornwall)
Regiment of Foot, under which title it fought with
gallantry in the Peninsular War and the Waterloo
Campaign.
When the Indian Mutiny broke out, the 32nd (still
armed with the antique " Brown Bess " musket) was
stationed a. Lucknow; the 32nd and a detachment
of the 84th (York and Lanes.) being the only white
regiments to serve throughout the Defence of Lucknow.
In consideration of the heroic conduct of the 32nd
throughout the siege, Her late Majesty Queen Victoria
directed that it should be constituted a Light Infantry
corps.
The present 2nd Battalion of the regiment, formerly
the 46th Foot, was raised in the North of England in
1741, and was known in its earlydays as " Murray's
Bucks" from its Colonel's name and the smart
appearance of the officers and men. The regiment's
early fighting was mostly done in North America
and the West Indies. During the American War of
Independence a brigade of American troops was
surprised and defeated (at Brandywine, 1777) by a
British Light Infantry battalion, consisting of the
Light, or Left Flank, companies of the 46th and five
other regiments. Learning the identity of the troops
who had beaten them, the Americans vowed to wipe
out their disgrace in blood and sent word that the
British Light Infantry need henceforth expect no
quarter. On hearing of this threat the " Light Bobs,"
not wishing any other unit to suffer on their behalf,

dyed their plumes red, and definitely informed the
Yankees that from that time onwards they might
always recognise their conquerors by their red feathers.
After the war the Light Companies of the other five
regiments appear to have reverted to their usual plumes
(green), but those of the 46th still stuck to their
distinction, which later became a red ball worn on the
front of the shako. Queen Victoria granted permission
for this to be worn by the whole battalion, when Flank
Companies were abolished, seventy years ago. Since
the introduction of the helmet, the distinction has been
represented by a piece of scarlet cloth worn behind the
helmetplate or capbadge, and by the red puggaree
worn when on service in the tropics.
On returning home in 1782, the 46th received the
title of " South Devonshire Regiment," while stationed
at Plymouth.
From 1813 to 1817 the 46th served in Australia,
where they are said to have " provided many excellent
colonists and to have started many important public
works."
Sergeant R. Broadfoot and six privates of the 46th
received a reward of £100 for tracking a gang of armed
bushrangers into the interior of Tasmania and arresting
two of the ringleaders. The Flank Companies carried
out a punitive expedition against the aborigines of
New South Wales in April, 1816.
The 46th also fought in the Crimean War, in the
Egyptian War of 1882, the Soudanese campaign for the
relief of General Gordon and the Boer War, where they
were particularly prominent at the battle of
Paardeberg.
In 1881 the 32nd and 46th were united as 1st and
2nd Battalions of The Duke of Cornwall's Light
Infantry.
During the Great War the strength of the regiment
was increased to fifteen battalions. The 1st Battalion
went to France in August, 1914, as part of the 5th
Division and was afterwards sent to the Italian Front.
The 2nd Battalion was in' China when the war started
and on 5th August, 1914, two officers and one hundred
other ranks of the battalion went aboard H.M.S.
Triumph and served afloat for three weeks.—The
captain of the ship wrote to the Admiral Commanding
the China Station, " Perhaps the highest praise I can
give them is that they have carried out the duties of
seamen, and that I have forgotten the. fact that they
were soldiers!" Afterwards the 2nd D.C.L.I. saw
active service in France, Flanders and Salonica. The
Cornish "Terriers" (l/4th D.C.L.I.) relieved the l/4th
Buffs at Aden in January, 1916:
The Battle Honours of the D.C.L.I. number eighty
one and six Victoria. Crosses have been won by
members of the regiment.
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The Cornwalls are exceptionally rich in nicknames.
" The Docs," " The Duke's," " The Red Feathers,"
and " Murrays' Bucks " are nicknames of which the
origin can be easily guessed by those who have read
the preceding paragraphs, but the strange sobriquet
of " The Lacedaemonians " calls for fuller explanation.
It was given to the 32nd (according to tradition)
because their Colonel, Enoch Markham, in one of the
actions of the American War of Independence, halted
the regiment under the enemy's fire and delivered an
address on the wonderful discipline of the Lace
daemonians of old, and their habit of advancing to the
attack in perfect silence.
The Duchy of Cornwall was bestowed by King
Edward III. on his son the " Black Prince " in 1387,
in order that he might be in a position to maintain
the dignity of his rank, and since then the eldest son
of the sovereign has always been Duke of Cornwall.
The capbadge of The Duke of Cornwall's Light
Infantry is a bugle with strings, across which is
a riband inscribed "Cornwall," with the Coronet of
H.R.H. The Prince of Wales (Duke of Cornwall and
ColonelinChief of the regiment) above. The Collar
badge shows the Arms of Cornwall, surmounted by
a Ducal Coronet upon a cinque foil, with the motto
" One and All" ; the origin and meaning of the Arms
and Motto alike are matters of dispute among
antiquarians. According to one account the Arms
(fifteen golden balls, on a black shield) date back to
the time of the Crusades, when a Duke of Cornwall
having been captured by the Saracens, the people of
Cornwall subscribed a sum of fifteen bezants to ransom
him. Another version is that five wealthy Cornishmen
lent money to King John to finance a war with France
and adopted as their joint badge a shield with five sets
of three golden balls (the pawnbroker's sign!)
with the motto " One and All," to signify that business
could only be done with the consent of the whole of
the five partners.
A special badge, incorporating the two Red Feathers
of the 46th with a turretted gateway (worn by the
32nd and the 16th Rajputs, of " The Lucknow Regi
ment " of the Indian Army, in memory of the historic
defence of Lucknow) is worn on the buttons of The
Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry.
R. MAURICE HILL.

OUF Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Gunner."
" FaughaBallagh."
" The Bugle."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Co."
" The Snapper."
" On The March."
" British Legion Journal."
" The London Scottish Regt. Journal."
" The Essex Regt. Gazette."
" The Sapper."
" Journal of the R.A. Service Corps."
" Hampshire Regt. Journal."
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Past & Present Association The Buffs.

M

INUTES of the 81st meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at the
Depot on Saturday, 15th September, 1928, at 5.30 p'.m. .
Present:
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge, K.C.B. (in the
Chair).
Brig.General R. C. McDouall, C.B., C.M.G., C.B.E.,
D.S.O.
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson and C. S. Field, O.B.E.
MINUTES of the last meeting were approved and
signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
HISTORY.—With reference to the
letter received from Major M. S. Williams on the
subject of writing the History of the Regiment for the
period 17041924, it was decided that Major Williams
should interview Major Tomlinson, who would report
the result of the interview at the next Committee
meeting.
Past and Present Association.
Finance, (a) The Committee approved of the
purchase of a selfpropelled chair for the sum of £18
for the wife of Mr.
; the amount expended to be
recovered from Mr.
by monthly instalments.
(6) Regarding the case of Mrs.
, it was decided
to await replies to letters sent to the Bourke
Trust, British Legion and Officers' Families
Fund.
(c) With reference to the appeal from Mr.
for a loan to enable him to buy a printing
machine ; in view of the fact that this man
has a pension of 28/ a week and is not a member
of the Association, the Committee were unable
to accede to the request.
(d) With reference to the application received from
Mr.
for employment, the O.C. Depot under
took to find
this man some temporary
employment.
(e) With reference to the recommendation received
from the Weald Branch that subsistence
allowance should be granted Mr.
at the
rate of 10/ a week for two months, this was
approved.
(f) A request from Mr.
for a loan of £36
to enable him to register his name for
employment in the Corps of Commissionaires
and to pay a deposit of £17 to enable him to
retain his stripes, if so employed, was considered.
It was decided that a loan of £17 to cover the
deposit might be paid, if on enquiry it was
ascertained from the Corps of Commissionaires
that it was essential for this deposit to be paid
forthwith. In view of the fact this man already
is in debt to the Benevolent Fund to the sum
of £6, the full amount now asked for was not
approved.
SUBCOMMITTEE.—With reference to the recom
mendation received from Branches that a Sub
Committee should be formed, and be composed of one
member from each Branch ; and that normally two
meetings a year should be held, one during the August
Reunion in Canterbury prior to the Memorial Service,
REGIMENTAL
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and the second meeting on the day and in the town
where the Annual Dinner of the Association is held;
additional meetings to be arranged when considered
necessary: this was approved and it was decided that
the SubCommittee should elect its own Chairman
and arrange for the recording of Minutes.
ANNUAL DINNER.—Regarding the proposal that the
Annual Dinner of the Past and Present Association
should be held annually on the first Saturday in
Octobei:; it was decided that this suggestion should
be submitted to the O.C. home battalion with a view
to ascertaining how this arrangement would fit in with
the furlough season.
REGARDING MAJOR JAMES' proposal for the
provision of pamphlets in the Cathedral, recording the
particulars of Regimental Memorials, etc., contained
in the Warriors' Chapel; it was decided that a copy
of the Book already issued in the Cathedral by the
Dean should be sent to Major James to ask whether,
in his opinion, this book is not sufficient, and if not,
whether he would draft the proposed pamphlet for the
consideration of the Committee.
BRANCHES.—In connection with the formation of
new Branches at Canterbury, Thanet and Folkestone,
it was decided that:—
{a) Major Keeler should be approached with a view
to forming a Branch at Canterbury.
(b) Captain Witts should be invited in conjunction
with Lieut. Rose, S. M. Johnson and Mr. Mullett
to arrange for a Thanet Branch.
(e) The Area Representative of Folkestone should be
invited to put forward a suitable name to
organise a Branch at Folkestone.
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS' BADGE.—Regarding the
provision and issue of Associate Members' Badges, it
was decided that this question should be brought
forward at the next meeting of the Committee.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING—TO be held at the
Naval and Military Club at 10.30 a.m. on the 20th
October, 1928.
DISBURSEMENTS.

During the period 18/8/28 to 18/9/28 the following
disbursements have been made:—
£ s. d.
Aug. 22. Grant
0 10 0
25. Grant
2 0 0
27. Grant
3 0 0
28. Grant
3 5 5
30. Grant
1 0 0
Sept. 1. Grant
1 0 0
1. Grant
2 0 0
1. Grant
1 0 0
3. Grant
1 0 0
3. Grant
1 10 0
3. Grant
1 0 0 .
6. Grant
1 0 0
10. Grant
1 0 0
11. Grant
1 0 0
11. Grant
. ... 1 0 0
13. Grant
1 0 0
13. Grant
1 10 0
15. Grant
1 0 0
18. Grant
2 0 0
18. Loan
18 0 0

NEW MEMBERS.

During the period 18/8/28 to 18/9/28 the following
new members have been enrolled :—
Life Members.—Obtained from "B" Company, 1st
Battalion : R. Butcher, T. Followell, L. Crouch, J.
Martin, L. Cooper, T. Taylor, F. Brown.
Annual Subscribers.—H. Martin, F. W. Furness,
N. Fasham, J. G. Hinman, W. H. Hudsmith, H. Bliss,
W. Simmonds, W. J. Smith, W. Farrier, R. Sharpe,
R. Irons, J. Burgess, J. Gale, E S. Waters, C. W.
Spears, J. H. Green.
DONATIONS.

During the period 18/8/28 to 18/9/28 the following
donations to the Benevolent Fund have been made
The Buffs Ladies' Guild (London) ...
Miss F. Harley
W. R. Taylor. Esq
A. H. Charlton, Esq

£ s d.
1
1
2
0

1
1
'2
2

0
0
2
0

Ashford Branch.
The Monthly Meeting was held on Saturday, 8th September, at the
Market Hotel, with Mr. H. Adis in the Chair. A fairly good number
turned up and made a very enjoyable evening.
The indoor sports section are making good progress having fixed a
few local matches before meeting Dover, when they hope to visit them
on October 27tli.
It was decided to hold our Guest Night on Saturday, 2nd February,
1929.
A letter was read from MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell
expressing his regret at not being able to attend the meeting.
The Ashford Branch place on record their appreciation to the O.C.
Depot and Staff and the Officials of the Past and Present Association
for the splendid wav in which they entertained them on August 18th
and 19th.
With Mr. N. Bennett at the piano the following entertained the
members with harmony for the remainder of the evening:—Messrs.
Tomsett, Luck, Greenland, Huntley and Ellis.

London Branch.
The usual monthly meeting took place at the Windsor Castle Hotel
on Saturday, the 15th September last, with Captain J. F,. Enright
in the chair. We were again delighted to welcome General Sir Arthur
LyndenBell who brought with him the Branch emblem of " Heather "
for distribution.
MINUTES.—The minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—A letter was read from Colonel H. Findlay,
C.B.E., regretting inability to be present.
UNEMPLOYMENT.—The Chairman spoke at length on this subject
and asked members to do all in their power to help to place those out
of work, It was imperative there should be no decline of effort.
VISIT TO " MEDWAY " BRANCH.—It was agreed that this visit should
take place on November 24th next and a large number signified their
intention of going.
ANNUAL DINNER.—The Chairman asked the members to support
this year's dinner of the Association at the Cannon Street Hotel, on
the 20th October. Mr. Bolton and the Entertainment Committee
were delegated to take names and collect the cash.
OUTING AND THRIFT CLUB.—It was proposed to form such a club
and issue subscribers with a card. Members can pay in what they like
and draw out when they like. The first subscriptions can be paid any
time. Mr. Bolton has charge of these arrangements.
MEMBERSHIP CARDS AND DIARY.—It was decided to issue each
member as he pays his 1929 subscription with a card. This card will
certify the member has paid until the end of the year and be produced
each meeting night on entry if required. It willalso contain a complete
Branch Diary for the whole year, and other information. It will take
the place of the " Agenda " and moreover, prevent a man joining the
Association for one year and wearing his badge for ever.
CHRISTMAS SCHEME.—It was proposed to arrange a scheme for
helping the Branch funds at Christmastide. The scheme was presented
as an accomplished fact and was wholeheartedly supported by the
members. All we want now is donors to give the prizes and already
several have come forward.
THE DEATH OF MRS. VARTY (NEE FOSTER).—The Chairman
mentioned the sad bereavement which had befallen Major and Mrs.
Foster, and Mr. Varty. Mr. Varty has the entire sympathy of the
Branch in his terrible loss of a genuine helpmate. Many of us knew
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The London Branch at Canterbury, August 19th
her as a (laughter of the regiment and watched her grow into woman
hood—a kinihearted and affectionate lady. We offer once again, our
sincere condolences to the family.
SHOOTING MATCH.—The match against the Dover Branch will take
place on the 28th instant and we " hope " to win.
CANTERBURY.—A unanimous vote of thanks was passed in
appreciation of all that was done for the Branch by the Executive
Committee, O.C. Depot, S.M. Potter, N.C.O.'s and other ranks at the
Depot for the liberal hospitality showered upon them during the visit
on Sunday, the 19th August. A very special mention was made of
the kindness of Mrs. Potter who, hearing about twenty of the Ladies'
Guild of the London Branch were returning without tea—invited them
to her house and made tea for the lot. The Chairman thanked General
Sir Arthur Lynden Bell for bringing down the " Heather," also Major
James—not only for his lunchtime hospitality, but for taking a party
of over 100 members with their wives for a most interesting tour of
Canterbury during the afternoon, fie also thanked the Branch for
giving him such support.
General Sir Arthur, in speaking of Canterbury, said it was nothing
short of wonderful how seventy members managed to turn up at Can
terbury. They made a fine show and he congratulated them and
hoped next year they would come down in even greater numbers.
When it was realised that the majority of them had to walk from five
to ten miles in order to catcli the charabanc at 8 a.m. on a Sunday
morning—lie doubted if anyone would do it unless fired with the love
and affection so peculiar to a Buff.
Major James said lie felt proud at the way the members responded
to the call of their Chairman. If he, himself, had at any time done
anything to help them, it was a real pleasure to do so.
Major Kcown, M.C. told a story about the "Presentation of
Colours" to the 2nd Battalion. He related how an officer friend of
his of the II.A.C. had said " no finer show had ever taken place on those
grounds."
GREETING.—During the meeting the following message
was received and read midst great applause.
" 100 Buffs at Sittingbourne send greetings and good wishes
to " London " Branch."—Barton.
J.E.

ANNUAL

DINNER,

PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION,
CANNON STREET HOTEL,
7 p.m., October 20th, 1928.
Please notify Secretary if yon intend Dining.

Dover Branch.
We held our Tenth General Meeting 011 Friday, the 14 th October,
haying changed over from the first Thursday in the month to the second
Friday, the idea being that Friday will probably suit most of the
members better than Thursday and also that The Dragon will be on
and 011 sale. Our experience was disappointing as we had a smaller
gathering than usual.
This was tiie more noticeable because we had as Visitors Colonel
Findlay and Major Hickman, and later 011 in the evening. Sir Arthur
LyndenBell.
Colonel Findlay gave us a great deal of credit for the large numbers
who went to Canterbury 011 the 19th August aurl also referred to the
Executive Meeting 011 the folowing day when the subject of Branch
Members on the Executive Committee was to be discussed.
.Sir Arthur, who presented Major Foster with a bunch of heather,
told us how lie had found the 2nd Battalion 011 Manoeuvres in Sussex
right up to the mark in the manner laid down.
We could, in fact, see the old ' Duck" flying outside the Guard
Tent, the gong, the white stones and the Sentry hauling down the
" Duck " at retreat.
Mr. Duberry Evans got his Thrift Club going and looked quite legal
with his account book and cards. However, it was a very good start
indeed and we hope great things from Duberry, his account book and
his cards. Tic's the man for the job, so he is.
Captain Cole was to have given us an account of the Visit to Can
terbury, but business seemed to be heavy, so we missed his, always
humorous, account. The point however, which did crop up was that
The Dragon Fund had provided £300 for the Past and Present Fund.
This lias made a profound impression and Ginks Stroud ought to do
a better trade in future as newsvendor.
Mr. George Hogben and his Committee have arranged a Branch
Anniversary Dinner for November and, regarding this, more details
will appear in October.
The Secretary had his usual grouse about members not turning up
at the meetings and was understood to say lie wished lie could parade
his 207 members at these times so as to make sure they would attend.
But they will all be there in good time when lie least expects it and
then I suppose lie himself will forget to wear his badge and be fined.
Secretaries are like that.
The Branch are intending to hold a Billiard Handicap during the
Winter and Colonel Findlay most kindly offered a Cup for Competition.
One of our members, Mr. Fagg of Cheriton, has, we are sorry to say,
to go into Hospital for an operation. We hope that all will go well
with him and that he will soon lie out and cured. With Mr. Salmon
and Taylor lie comes from Folkestone every meeting night.
The sympathies of the Branch are extended to Major Foster, our
President, and Mrs. Foster in their recent sad bereavement. Words
are futile on these occasions, but Capt. Cole admirably expressed the
feelings of the Branch at the last Committee Meeting and we will leave
it there.
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Round and About.
AUTUMN.

This is a melancholy season and so fearful
was I of the depression that thinking
about it occasions that I put off writing these notes as
long as possible. A wire from the Editor soon altered
all that so let us be as brisk as we can.
The leaves are turning and warm underclothing still
smelling strongly of camphor is being shown the light
of day. Orders for Quinine and Aspirin are pouring
in on the Chemists and, in short, the hardy British
people are preparing to enjoy winter.
*

*

*

*

CRICKET IN Meanwhile some seventeen cricketers are
 AUSTRALIA, voyaging to the warm seas where during

our winter they will swelter under the
Australian sun for the honour of England. The
prospect of reading vigorous articles by cricketer
journalists recounting their deeds and those of the
" enemy " make the coming winter less intolerable.
I never get the same feeling when I read about the
dashing folk who go to the Riviera every winter.

*
*
*
WALCHEREN. I wrote in these notes some while back
about a weekend I spent in the island

of Walcheren in Holland. Having had occasion of
late to examine the story of the Regiment a little more
closely than heretofore, I realised that this is a place
which Buffs might find
an admirable choice for
a holiday next spring or summer. The weekend
fare is very cheap, £1 10s. return from Liverpool St.
to Flushing ; 3rd class on the train and 2nd on the
boat. There must be many records in and around
Flushing of the deeds of Captain Thomas Morgan and
his men in those early days of regimental history. The
other amenities of the island I have already extolled.
**
*
*
*
There are unmistakable signs that
London is waking up after the toiqjor
of the holiday. The prices of articles
of clothing in shops have soared to their usual height
now that the hardheaded provincials have retired to
their Northern fastnesses. No longer does one see
eager Americans trying not to miss anything in this
" little old burg " and the blinds are gradually going
up in the big houses in the great squares. " Its
frightfully thrilling," as the very feminine correspondent
of the Prattler would say.
LONDON
SEASON.

*

*

*

Old gentlemen who have been using
some other club whose portals have been hospitably
opened to them while their own has been having some
of its " froust" scraped off are happy, or very nearly
happy, again. Great places these clubs in days when
the word ' club' too often means some basement
cavern full of " this Jazz." All the old things (I mean
institutions of course) are going, but I thank God that
the day is still far distant when the Mausoleum Club
will be raided by the Police.
*

*

I have a feeling that my. recom
mendations of literary fare in these
pages are occasionally inclined to be " highbrow."
To remedy that I give a word of praise this month to
last week's Edgar Wallace. I cannot remember the
title but it is as thrilling as all Wallaces. Lovers of
the hairraising type of book ought to read anything
by Ambrose Bierce. Even the highbrows love him.

Correspondence.
FRIENDS OF CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL.

Dear Colonel Findlay,

*

PLATONIC Which reminds me, for some reason, of
FRIENDSHIP, the story of the slightly deaf general at

the Dinner party. Tell me if you've
heard it before. He was sitting next to a bright young
thing who said " Do you believe in Platonic friendship,
general ?" " No," replied he. " Not even in the case
of philosophers ?" asked the B.Y.T. " No, not even
in the case of Field Officers" returned the general.

Christ Church Gateway,
Canterbury.
April 21s/, 1928.

I was delighted to hear of the sum that.you had
already collected towards the Buffs Endowment Fund.
In the name of the Friends I would ask you to accept
my most grateful thanks, not only to yourself, but to
all those who have contributed to the raising of this
sum.
As to the individual sums contributed I should
like to quote to you a Minute of the Meeting of our
Council held on May 19th. It is as follows :
" In regard to the matter of Life Membership
of those who subscribed the sum of £20 to the Past
and Present Association, on the motion of Mrs.
Ramsay, seconded by Mr. Mount it was resolved
that such donors should be known as Representative
Life Members from the Buffs."
You will see from this that I ought to be supplied
with the names of any contributors who have given the
sum of £20 in order that they may receive cards of
membership as Representative Life Members from the
Buffs.
What a splendid parade you had of Past Buffs;
I do not suppose that any of us who were present will
easily forget the service. I think that the two old
Chelsea Pensioners looked absolutely radiant!
I am, yours sincerely,
M. BABINGTON.

#

AND  I nearly forgot to add that the clubs are
THE CLUBS, also one by one returning to normality.

J*

BOOKS.

Dear Capt. Enright,

HAPPY.

I am enclosing herewith P.O. 2/6 for enrolment in
Past and Present Association; also the necessary
application form duly completed.
Would you kindly let me know the subscription
rates for The Dragon which I presume I get from
Colonel Findlay and also where I can obtain a Regi
mental tie.
Well, Sir, everything is going along swimmingly
with me. I seem to be pretty well a fixture here now
and am certainly quite happy. So far I have had n'o
complaint as to my work so apparently it is successful.
I can never thank you enough for putting me
into touch with the job.
Trusting you and Mrs. Enright are quite well,
I remain,
Itchenor House,
Yours respectfully,
Nr. Chichester.
E. J. NOBLE.
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The British Legion Pilgrimage.

A

AUGUST, 1928.

N account of the Pilgrimage to Prance, however
detailed it might be, would still give little idea
of it, as so much was in the spirit in which it
was carried out. I will, however, try to give some
impressions of it.
The boats which took us to Calais were packed,
and it felt like an ordinary channel crossing except for
the unusual crowds. The thrill started when we landed
and all marched to large sheds which were full of long
trestle tables laid with a tin mug, a slab of cake and
a lump of sugar. We sat down on benches and our
mugs were filled with hot liquid (no two people were
decided as to its rightful name). The inevitable
humourists came to the fore and by the time
we boarded the train, relations with everyone were
very friendly.
The 11,000 pilgrims (3,000 women) were billeted
in various large towns, our party " J," South Eastern
Area, being in Douai, a town occupied by the Germans
during the war.
Our reception there was splendid. We formed
fours in the square outside the station and marched
round the city, while bands played and the throngs
of people cheered and waved. We laid a wreath on
the local war memorial and were dismissed to our
billets from outside the town hall, where the baud once
more played the National Anthem and the Marseillaise
and the bells chimed out for the first time since they
rang when the English entered Douai at the end of the
war. We spent our first evening in finding our bearings
(chiefly the square where the Caffis were situated) and
settling into billets. Some were in Barracks, some in
schools and a few in hotels.
On Monday morning we started for Beaucourt at
9 o'clock and on arrival we received our rations for the
day. Here I must mention the food arrangements
which were excellent throughout as was every detail
of the organization, and the greatest credit is due to
all who were responsible for this gigantic task.
Arrangements had been made previously for cars
to be ready to take those who wanted to make journeys
to cemeteries within easy distance, and as I spent the
day in this way I cannot give a first hand account of
what was seen at Beaucourt.
Newfoundland Park, an area of about 500 acres,
the Memorial to the Newfoundlanders who fell, has been
left in the condition in which it was found and here,
those who fought in France were reminded vividly of
the old days. On retracing their steps to Beaucourt
station, the pilgrims passed the Thiepval Ridge where
there was so much of interest to be seen, including the
Memorial to the 36th Division (Ulster Division).
That night in Douai we were summoned to the
Town Hall where the Mayor and others gave us an
official welcome. After several speeches in French
and English, during which our glasses were kept filled
with champagne, we went into the Main Hall to
a concert given by a Wartime Concert Party. The
intervals between the items were filled with community
singing (old wartime songs) conducted by Captain
Birrell, a past Buff, who from the first to the last was
in splendid form.
On Tuesday we went to Vimy Ridge. Several of
us went by charabanc and in this way saw a good deal
of the country and were able to stop at Lens,
miraculously different from its appearance ten years
ago.

The British Cemetery, Douai.
French Memorial.
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I expect there are few people
who have not seen some British
Cemetery in France or Belgium,
and those who see them cannot
fail to be moved by their beauty
and simplicity. The grass is green
and wellkept and each grave is
planted with roses and other flowers.
Those I visited were in the midst
of cornfields. One truly feels tlicy
are "a corner of a foreign field
which is forever England."
On Wednesday we were up at
5 o'clock and arrived in Ypres
about 8 o'clock. On arrival there
we went to our allotted billets
(schools, Barracks and Convents
which had kindly been put at our
disposal) and bad breakfast. Each
party was then paraded under its
leader and we marched to our
place at the Menin Gate, that
grandest of all memorials dedicated
to the memory of all the missing.
The time of waiting for the service
was spent in singing.
Menin Gate.

The British Legion Standards
and the Divisional signs were all
massed close in front of the gate
and made a wonderful show. The
service was most impressive, the
singing and the splendid address
by
the Archbishop of
York,
but most of all the feeling that all
those numbers of men and women
were thinking the same solemn
thoughts, half sad, half proud.
After the two minutes' silence, the
four buglers, standing on the
rampart wall silhouetted against the
sky, sounded the Last Post and
the ReveiM, at all times strangely
moving, but a hundred times more
so in such a setting.
When this was over and some
had placed wreaths at the base of
the Gate, we marched past the
Prince of Wales, who stood with
Lord Jellicoe, Prince Charles of
Belgium and others on a raised
platform in front of the Cloth
Hall.

The Market Place, Ypres,
shewing ruins of Cloth Hall and new Cathedral not quite finished.
At Vimy again I had a cemetery to visit, so had
not much time to spend oil the famous Ridge, but what
I did see was very interesting. It will be remembered
that a great deal of tunnelling was done here, and
many of the tunnels are left in their original condition
except that they have been strengthened. Relics of
the battlefield have been collected and embedded in
the concrete wall, and the passages are covered with
names of many who foilght there. German gunpits
of concrete are left as they were found when they were
captured, showing in their work the thoroughness of
the German defences. In fact the whole of the Vimy
Ridge forms a good example of modern warfare and
will no doubt be visited as such by succeeding
generations.

We were a motly procession ;
distinguished Generals covered with
medals, old women (many over 70)
who had never been out of England
before, cripples, blind, Nurses,
Belgian Soldiers, and in all we
took 1A hours to march past. The
afternoon was spent in many
different
ways.
Some
visited
cemeteries, others went to Hill 60,
and many looked up old friends
and familiar ' estaminets.'
Ypres has been rebuilt in a
similar style to prewar ; the fine
square is surrounded by gabled
buildings in the old Flemish style.
The old Cloth Hall has been left in
ruins as a perpetual reminder of
the horrors of war, and only the
Cathedral (built on its former site)
is unfinished.
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The Buffs Golfing Society.

P to and including the 23rd September the
following had notified their intention of being
present at the Autumn Meeting to be held at Royal
St. George's on October 17th and 18th :—
MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell.
Brig.Generals R. McDouall and A. J. Whitacre
Allen.
Colonels J. Body and H. Findlay.
Lieut.Colonels J. Crookenden, F. B. Dyne, C. E.
Baynes and L. W. Lucas.
Majors C. K. Black, B. S. Collard, Eric Clarke,
H. S. Hardy, F. S. Reeves, H. E. Ward, F. O. Marchant
and G. Hickman.
Captains V. Newton Moss) W. C. Lamarque, J. V.
Hitchcock, Dampier Palmer and S. Baker.
Lieutenants J. E. King and T. N. Penlington.
Messrs. H. F. Whitfield, O. F. Falk, M. Creswick,
L. B. Watson, A. L. H. Cleland and F. G. C. Weare.
The Hon. Secretary Mil be grateful if those who
have not yet returned their entry forms will do so as
early as possible; especially those desirous of
accommodation at the Guilford Hotel. This has been
a wonderful summer and both Royal St. George's and
Prince's are still attracting large numbers to Sandwich
Bay, so that early application for accommodation is
very necessary.
MATCHES.

On Sunday, 9th September, a match took place
v. Heme Bay when the Society were again most
hospitably entertained. The result was a disastrous
defeat by 12£ matches to 2$, but for a'that it was
a most enjoyable day.
The Buffs G.S.
H. F. Whitfield
R. M. Bourne
W. C. Collins
A. W. Twyman
Lt.Col. Bradley Dyne
...
Capt. J. Hitchcock
Brig.Gen.R.M.McDouall,halved
Major G. Hickman
L. B. Watson
Major B. S. Collard

1
0
0
0
1
0
J
0
0
0

Heme Bay
R. Hooper
E. M. Coates ...
B. A. Groves ...
H. V. Stebbings
S. Marshall
R. 1UU3W
Marshall
H. Millett
F. H. Ayres
E. W. Gill
W. Norris

Total ... 2J

0

Total ... 74

FOURSOMES.

Whitfield and Bourne
Collins and Twyman
Dyne and Hitchcock
McDouall and Hickman
Watson and Collard ...

... 0
0
0
... 0
... 0

Hooper and Coates
Groves and Stebbings
S. Marshall and R. Marshall
Durnford and Ayres ...
GUI and Norris

Total ... 21

Total . ..124

The British Legion Pilgrimage, continuedfrom p. 321.
We left Ypres in the evening for Calais and then
had a perfect moonlight crossing, to complete the
most impressive experience I have ever had. I only
hope this pilgrimage will be repeated in a few years
time to give another 11,000 the opportunity of reviving
the wonderful war spirit, and of joining in a ceremony,
so reverent and heartfelt as the one at the Menin Gate.

NOTE.
Correspondents are particularly requested
to write on one side of the paper only.

T

Mrs. Jones at 'Upat.

WO newcomers to Ranikhet whom we will call
Mr. and Mrs. Jones, also hot from England
(or should I have said ' cold ' ?) and the broad fairways
of the Royal St. George's Golf Course registered great
delight at hearing of "a topping little links at
Upat, just like Sunningdale, or some of these English
courses. Bits of it were likened to Canterbury," so
they heard.
At the first opportunity, off they set in their new
Chevrolet. Round and round the winding, twisting,
corkscrew roads they went, till Mrs. Jones, never a very
good sailor at best, began to grow pale. However,
after about six miles of this agony, the notice " Upat "
pinned to a tree revived their dying ardour and the
Chevrolet ran up a hill to the Club House, outside
which, something resembling a small motor show was
assembled.
Long before the car had stopped, it was surrounded
by a crowd of natives far surpassing the crowd of
caddies that used to greet the Jones' at the summit of
St. Martin's Hill in the early days of the Canterbury
Golf Course. They all shouted and yelled at once:
" Caddie Sahib ?" " Caddie Memsahib '?" " Agie Walla
Memsahib," " Sahib Agie Walla," " Memsahib, Mem
sahib, me very good Agie Walla, very good Agie Mem
sahib," " Me, Me, Me," as though the sound of their
voices might strike pleasure in the Memsahib's
undoubtedly musical ear. Since speech was impossible
the Jones's fought their way out of the car, to be at
once surrounded and swallowed up like famous
cricketers by a mob of autograph collectors.
Mrs. Jones, separated from her Horace, gazed
horrorstruck into a sea of black faces. Little boys Mth
long hair below their shoulders. Grizzly looking old
men; ferocious looking Hillmen whose countenances
petrified the life out of the poor lady. Eventually
she staggered up to her husband, a villainous looking
TTillmfln in tow. " I had to take him," she explained
apologetically. " He had a club in his hand and
I thought he was going to brain me."
Mr. Jones, who had been allowed to select
a comparatively mild looking youth and a small, long
haired Agie Walla, whom Mrs. Jones declared was
a girl, turned his attention to the golf links.
Actually all he could see was a field about the size
of the St. Laiuence Cricket Ground, only undulating
charmingly and surrounded by trees and Khads. In
the distance the Himalayas exhibited their best line
in snows, which even the inartistic Mr. Jones thought
' damn pretty !'
Dotted about all over the field were golfers, a four
some requiring no less than twelve people ; a twosome,
six people, not counting onlookers.
" Perhaps when we get out of this tiny field," said
Mrs. Jones hopefully, still hankering after Sandwich
and open spaces.
"I'am afraid," replied Horace Jones gloomily,
" that this is all the golf course there is, my dear."
" But its 18 holes," gasped his wife. " This would
only fit in three at the very most."
" Well, never mind. Let's get off," said her spouse
and they hurried in their caddie's wake.
" But I can't possibly drive" wailed Mrs. Jones
later. " I shall hill all those people."
" Teek Hoge," growled her caddie and Mrs. Jones,
feeling convinced that she would kill at least two of
the golfers who stood unconcernedly in her path, drove.
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No one seemed to take any notice. Her ball dropped
close to the elbow of a man putting on the 14th brown
and bounded across the road where a stream of. native
grass cutting women were stroUing casually along.
Mrs. Jones and her caddie followed the ball into the
hollow.
" Golie Ata," screamed an Agie Walla. Mrs. Jones
heard simultaneously from four sides, the ' crack,'
' crack,' ' crack,' ' crack,' of four clean hit balls.
Looking to her right she beheld a gentleman above her,
dressed in white, his attitude that of a perfect ' follow
through.' He unwound and gazed anxiously in her
direction. Quickly she looked to the left and there
beheld, above her, a gentleman in shorts who was
waving his club and shouting ' Fore.' She turned
again just in time to see her caddie duck his head as
a ball lipped the hill behind them and sped through the
space where his head had been only a second before.
Mrs. Jones hit her ball. It went straight down the
Khad about quarter of a mile.
Mrs. Jones was footsore and weary ere she reached
it and had beaten it yard by yard up the hill again.
On the brown she met her husband and ran to him,
her obvious delight in the reunion showing that she had
felt the parting keenly.
They putted out and turned to the tee. The scene
looked even more dangerous than it felt. Balls
travelling to their legitimate holes in a legitimate
direction, zimmed over people's heads. One man had
to jump to avoid what looked like a black eye. Then
owing to a number of beginners on the course, many
balls, sliced and pulled, narrowly missed other players.
" Nothing," said Mrs. Jones earnestly, " will make
me play another ball. Take me home Horace."
" Frightfully sorry," shouted a voice from the
Khad as a ball landed at her feet. " Would you mind
driving off ?"
Mrs. Jones in trying to avoid the danger zone
known as ' Hyde Park,' went back to it like a homing
pigeon, hitting a man in front of her, smartly in the
leg.
" I wish you'd look where you're going," he said
tersely.
Mrs. Jones played on. A friend waved to her and
shouted: " Isn't it lovely up here," in a tone of
conviction.
Mrs. Jones trod the pleasant turf, disturbing large
grasshoppers that flew with broad green wings and
wished her fellow men elsewhere. But she gritted
her teeth and played her 18 holes, driving over people's
heads as they putted on different browns and slicing
across the road up and down which Tommies and their
lady friends bumped with swaying knees and flapping
legs on their hired Tats, in a wild and uncomfortable
endeavour to get their ' money's worth.'
She became more used to looking all sides at once
and jumping to avoid a ball driven at her by some
muscular young Christian. "At all events," she said
" If I ever come here again, which I never shall, I shall
engage another caddie." Which just shows how little
she knew about it!
She was destined to play eighteen holes every day
and sometimes, when Horace was free, twice a day.
It did not take her long to realise that guardian angels
(no doubt defunct golfers) were put in charge at Upat
by a special dispensation of providence and also that
her alarming caddie, having found her golf, bag light
to carry and her employment regular, had claimed her
irrevokably for his own. There was no escaping him.
On arrival, there he was, holding her elubs, ready to
start, her Agie Walla beside him.
Mrs. Jones looks on St. George's as very tame now !
K.E.HD.

1st Battalion.

T

HIS time [of jyear is the
slack season, both in the
hills and on the plains. In the
hills rain stops a good many
activities and down in Bareilly
the lack of it—although this is
supposed to be the rainy season—
has driven all who can get off
away. The rest of us pour with
sweat and make the best of it.
Those who know, say that if the
drought continues much longer
the crops will fail and there will
be a famine.
To fall back on the weather
is the last resort of a barren
mind, but having framed out
most other news items, which
will be found elsewhere, there is
little left.

The necessity of advancing by bounds is a tactical
maxim familiar to all, and our Captain Adrian Marshall
has proved himself an apt exponent of the art. A few
months ago he effected a lodgement in that mountain
retreat, Simla. Having consolidated this position,
we now learn that his next bound is to be Rangoon,
where he is going as brigademajor on a four years
appointment.
Captain Marshall must hold the record for long
service in this battalion, having joined it in 1915 and
served almost continuously with it ever since. We
shall all miss him very much, but take this opportunity
to tender our congratulations on his appointment and
wish him all success.
Shooting.
On Tuesday, August 21st, a shooting match was
arranged for the Detachment at Bareilly, which proved
very successful.
Only those who have remained down for a whole
hot weather period will realise how monotonous life is
with the same recreations and amusements day after
day, and anything that varies the monotony is always
popular.
It is only after the rains have broken, or as in this
year, are supposed to have broken, that evening
shooting can take place, owing to the distance of the
range from barracks and the hot walk or rather bicycle
ride there.
It was decided to have a four cornered shoot, with
teams of eight from the Officers, Sergeants, Corporals
and Privates.
The Officers could only raise seven competitors so
L/Cpl. J. Pointer of "B" Company fired for them and
was a very useful substitute.
Refreshments were supplied on the range, but
unfortunately the soft drinks soon gave out and some
unfortunate people had to content themselves with
beer!
It was a foregone conclusion that the Corporals
would win, as they were able to turn out a very strong
team, fifty per cent of them usually being chosen to
represent the Battalion in various shooting matches.
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The following practices were fired:—
PRACTICE 1
300 yds. slow. 5 rounds. H.P.S. 20.
PRACTICE 2:—300 yds. Rapid. 5 rounds in 35 seconds.

H.P.S. 20.
Firer standing at the order, rifle unloaded until target appeared.

PRACTICE 3:—200 yds. Snapshooting. 5 rounds. Scoring 4 & 3.

H.P.S. 20.

RESULTS:—

1st: Corporals
2nd: Officers
3rd: Privates
4th: Sergeants

Corporals.
Cpl. Deverson.
Cpl. Jarvis.
Cpl. Coshall.
Cpl. Richardson.
L/Cpl. Broadbridge.
L/Cpl. Followell.
L/Cpi. Ingram.
VCpl. Hudson.
t x Privates.
Pte. Isted.
Pte. Ford.
Pte. Jordan.
Pte. Ash.
Pte. Flisher.
Pte. Stroud.
Pte. Barnes.
Pte. Bishop.

263 points.
230 „
201 „
192 „

....

TEAMS.

Officers.
Major G. F. Hamilton, M.C.
Captain R. J. Tuke.
Captain N. G. Wale.
Lieut. G. L. B. Oliver.
Lieut. A. W. Andrews, D.C.M.
2/Lieut. G. E. F. Oliver.
2/Lieut. Hill.
1,/Cpl. Pointer.
Sergeants.
C.S.M. Farrow.
C.S.M. Beasley.
Sgt. Thomas.
Sgt. Cox.
Sgt. Vale.
Sgt. Brophy.
Sgt. Daisley.
Sgt. Osborne.

N.G.W.

On Tuesday, 28th August, an InterCompany
shoot took place for teams of young soldiers.
Each Company entered one team of twelve
young soldiers, i.e., men of 2£ years service and under
and not above the appointment of LanceCorporal.
Each team was allowed four Marksmen or 1st Class
Shots and of the remainder four had to be 2nd Class
Shots and four 3rd Class Shots.
H.Q. Wing were unable to find enough young
soldiers to make up their team so they had to include
six old soldiers, two of whom were 1st Class Shots and
four 2nd Class Shots.
The. practices fired werfi similar to those fired during
the four cornered shoot held the previous week, but
the time limits for rapid and snapshooting were slightly
increased.
The final issue was in doubt until the last detail of
practice 3 and when the results were published it was
found that C Company won by the close margin of
one point.
RESULTS.

"C" Company
224
" H.Q. Wing
223
"B" Company
.. 205
Prizes were given for the two highest scores in each
class in each practice, also for the three highest
aggregates.
These were as follows :—
PRACTICE 1.

Rank and Name.
(A) 1. Pte. Hobbs
2 Pte SPencer
(B)
Pte. Harland
S™th
?
(C) 1. Pte. Hicks
2. Pte. Senior
2. Pte. Senior

Coy.
"B"
HQ
H.Q.
HQ
<«£>
"C"
"C"

PRACTICE 2 *

Rank and Name. '
1. Pte. Hobbs
2. Pte. Stitson
1. Pte. Edwards
Pte. Barrell
i. Pte. Harris
Pte. Vasev
2. Pte. Senior

PRACTICE 3.

Rank and Name.
(A) 1.
Pte. Spencer
2 J Pte. Beach
' \ Stitson
(B) 1.
Pte. Harland
2.
Pte. Walker
(C) 1.
Pte. Hicks
2.
Pte. Harris

Coy.
H.Q.
"B"
H.Q.
H.Q.
"B"
"C"
"B"

AGGREGATE.

1st: Pte. Harland, H.Q. Wing.
2nd : Pte. Barrell H.Q. Wing.
3rd : Pte. Hicks
"C" Company.

Coy
"B"
HO
"B°'
H.O.
''B
"C"
"C"
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It is hoped that more competitions for young
soldiers run on similar lines will be held during
September and October as a distinct improvement was
noticed in the shooting during the latter stages of this
competition, which showed that with more regular
practice in firing ball, the percentage of 2nd and 3rd
class shots next year should be much smaller than
in previous years.
Regimental Football.
We are busy getting a team together for the Durand
Cup to be held at Simla in September. The team at
Ranikhet put up a very good show, as previously
notified, and we hope to do a little better at Simia this
year.
Several players have come from Ranikhet to
Bareilly for trial games and the first trial teams were
as follows:—
PROBABLES.—Pte. Pryor ("D") ; L/Cpl. Williams
{"C"), Pte. Vasey ("C") ; Pte. A. Morris ("B"), Pte.
Lenton ("C"), L/Cpl. Edwards ("C") ; Pte. Foreman
("B"), Pte. Brawn ("B"), Pte. Long ("D"), Pte.
Newbury ("D"), L/Cpl.*Ingram ("B"); THE REST L/Cpl.
Bartlett ("D"), Pte. Liddle ("B"), Pte. Lawson ("B ),
Pte. Elgie ("B"), Pte. Bing (H.Q.), L/Cpl. Bartlett
("C", L/Cpl. Stocker ("D"), Dmr. Smith (H.Q.) ; Pte.
Barnes ("B"), Pte. Lennard ("B") ; Cpl. Jarvis
(H.Q.).
We played the R.A. on the 16th and won 3—0.
The team was as follows:—Pte. Pryor ("D" ; L/Cpl.
Williams ("C"), Pte. Vasey ("C") ; Pte. A. Morris
("B"), Pte. Lenton ("C"), Dmr. Smith (H.Q.) ; Pte.
Foreman ("B"), L/Cpl. Stocker ("D"), Pte. Long
("D"), L/Cpl. Edwards ("C"), Pte. Newbury ("D").
Pryor had little to do in goal, but shows that he is
a good keeper. The backs played well, especially
L/Cpl. Williams. Lenton did well at centrehalf,
feeding his forwards well. Dmr. Smith tries hard, but
balloons the ball too much. Morris works very hard
but is a little erratic. The forwards combined well,
L/Cpl. Edwards especially doing well and scoring two
good goals. Stocker does not seem to fit in the forward
fine, being really a halfback. Others likely for a place
are L/Cpl. Ingram and Pte. Lawson, "B" Company,
and Pte. Bing, H.Q. Pte. Brawn was a possible, but
is due for U.K. Pte. Home, our regular goalkeeper,
is on leave at Murree and we hope that he will be able
to go to Simla. Pte. Turner, our old statuat, is at
.Ranikhet and we may have the luck to get him down.
It is not sure if he will be on the first boat for U.K.
yet, but it will be a great asset to have him in the team.
He has been the mainstay for our Battalion team for
years now and will be a great loss to the Regiment on
his departure to U.K. shortly. Further trials are to
take place and notes will be forwarded for insertion
in next month's Dragon.
A.T.F.
Sergeants' Mess.
A few Dragons ago a certain person mentioned in
the current number of " St. George's Aversion " that
the Expert Correspondent of the Mess was away at
Ranikhet. Praise is very cheap when you want a job
done for you and so the socalled expert is about to
swallow the compliment with a couple of grains of salt
and get down to the job of making a few notes without
a subject.
Having just returned from the Hills I am afraid
that I have missed all that happened before the change
over took place, but by virtue of keeping my ears
open a little I have gleaned a few points worthy of
report.
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The first concerns a certain Billiards Match held
in the Mess in connection with the annual Billiards
tournament. The whispers tell me that a certain
C.S.M.I.M. managed to win the Billiards Cup by virtue
of good play alone ? Older soldiers than I say that
this has never been done before in this Mess!
Champions galore fell before his mighty strokes with
the cue, Champion of Gibraltar, Champion of the Mess
for TWO years in succession. Champion of the Private
Cue all fail to stand against his mighty prowess. It is
even said that a certain member also lost a little side
bet on the match, but forgive me if I am wrong as I was
not there. Perhaps if I had been, the tale of the match
would have been different and I might have had my
name on the Cup this year !
Since returning from the Hills we have been doing
a little in the way of entertainment.
Three Tennisathomes have been held and at each
we have been very successful. The first was against
the combined members of The Royal Artillery and
Staff and Departments on our courts and a very
successful afternoon and evening was spent. Tea was
served in the Mess and after tea we adjourned to the
courts where a very pleasant couple of hours was
spent. We managed to defeat our visitors owing to
the very splendid show put up by our caterer, Joe
Goss, on the tea table; he put such an abundance of
food that our visitors were unable to play. As the
Mess is so small at present owing to Headquarters and
two companies being up at the Hills, only five of our
members were able to turn out to play, but that was
sufficient, and when the social part of the evening came
round all our members turned out except those
" unavoidably detained on Duty."
Our second splash was against the Corporals of the
Garrison and again we were able to acquit ourselves
with credit. An excellent evening was spent in the
Mess and the most unpopular man in the Mess was
the President when he called time. Everybody said
that it was the most pleasant evening spent in the
Mess and I am inclined to agree with them, especially
Tom Vale.
Our next turn out was against the Sergeants'
Mess of the R.A.S.C. on their courts, and here again
a very pleasant afternoon and evening was spent.
As a break in the usual monotony we had a visit
from a jolly good revue company who style themselves
"The Dick Norton's Revue Company "a few days
ago and they so endeared themselves to certain
members of the Mess that nothing would satisfy them
but that they should go down to the station and bid
them goodbye when they left. What a farewell!
Who tried to stop the train ? Who wanted to go with
them to Lucknow ? What was the attraction in the
first class carriage ? Who lost the Bag ? and a few
others.
Rumour has it that there was a Sergeants' Mess
meeting held on the station, but rumour is often false.
Even as I try to fill up a sheet with these notes the
members of the Mess are leaving to take part
in a billiards match with some friends at the East
Indian Railway Institute and were it not for the fact
that the SubEditor will be asking the why and where
fore if these notes are not on his table when he arrives
in the morning I would be there myself, but that is the
result of being a youngster in this Mess of Old Soldiers.
Talking of Old Soldiers reminds me that we lose four
and possibly five of our members this trooper.
C.Q.M.S. Lane (to whom we offer our con
gratulations on the birth of a bonny hoy) leaves us to
go to pension, Sgt. (Skiber) Cox, Waxey Blake and
McLean have already appeared in orders for

the trooper, whilst Sgt. A. Larkin and the present
scribe have visions of issuing a few words of command
on the Depot Square before very long, but there is
many a slip between the cup and the passage on the
boat so we will wait and hope for the best.
Whilst Skiber is waiting he is filling in his time as
Garrison Provost Sergeant, and he can often be seen
walking around barracks with a gun under his arm,
trying to develop a warder's walk and look.
Sgt. Robinson has left us to join the Indian
Ordnance Department and I think it has already been
mentioned that Sgt. Hancock has gone to the Auxiliary
Force as an instructor.
Sergeants come and Sergeants go and following
that rule I am hoping that the next lot of notes will
bear a different number than
8747.
"A" Company.
The middle of July saw our departure frbm Bareilly
for our three months tour of duty in the Kumaon Hills.
This train and lorry journey was accomplished without
mishap, but at times the occupants of the lorries were
treated to some thrilling sensations by encountering
a number of landslides which had resulted from the
recent heavy rains that had fallen between Kathgodam
and Ranikhet.
We quickly settled down amongst our new
surroundings and the \ general opinion expresses
approval of our present site; this approval no doubt
arises from the fact that this year we are more centrally
placed in connection with the position of the Depot
Institutes and Football Ground, etc., and thus we
manage to dodge a great deal of the Khud climbing
" exercise " which fell to us last year.
Our neighbours comprise H.Q. Wing and "D" Coy.
of our own battalion, a * large detachment of the
Gloucesters, one company of the Dorsets and the 3rd
Div. Royal Corps of Signals. With this variety of units
we of the company are all hoping to find a good
opportunity of exercising our sporting abilities. Our
greatest handicap in this matter is the lack of grounds,
there being only one ground for the whole of the Depot.
Organised events have been arranged in the matter
of a Football League, an interunit boxing contest
and a cross country run, the results up to date being
shown at the end of these notes.
Prior to leaving Bareilly we were able to play
another game of Rugby against the remainder of the
Garrison and again we proved ourselves to be the
superior team by leaving the final score at 6—3 points.
Hodkin and Cole secured our two tries in this game.
We did not expect to be able to carry on with this
sport at Ranikhet, but circumstances have altered since
last year and we find now that Rugby has the same
amount of scope as Football. This alteration is no
doubt due to the fact that the detachment of
Gloucesters are real enthusiastic over the game and
are incidentally " hot dogs." The company team were
only too pleased to oppose themselves to a regiment
that is credited with Rugby fame throughout India
so as to determine our proper standard of play.
Against teams from our own battalion we usually prove
the victors, but there is a possibility of the remainder
being somewhat slack, hence our eagerness to play some
outsiders.
In lieu of the P.T. parade we find our Rugby and
Football teams fully engaged with practice work and
in this respect full support is given by our worthy
Company Commander and Mr. Craig, the latter proving
himself to be a useful addition to the " pack."
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Our first encounter with the Gloucesters resulted in
a game of even merits, but after a hard tussle, Turner
managed to cross the line and obtain the only try of
the game! This was increased to 5 points by Hodkin
and thus the game finished
in our favour 5—0
points.
From Rugby we go to Football and meet some
more of our neighbours, the first being the R.C.O.S
This game finished up a draw, 2—2, but a little more
unison amongst our team might have increased our
lead. In this game the netting was done by Young
and Parker.
Our next is a Football match with "D" Company
of our own battalion and here we suffered defeat to the
extent of 2—1 goals. Our goal was scored by Hodkin,
who incidentally is an old " timer " being given a fresh
trial in the team.
A score of 4—2 goals in our favour was the result
of a game in which the Staff and Departmental were
our opponents, the good work in this case being carried
out by McLean (2), Parker and Curtis.
All these matches have been friendlies and now we
come to our first encounter in the League, meeting
"A" Company of the Dorsets. In this game a little
effort on our behalf might have lessened the opposing
side's score instead of allowing them to walk away with
the score of 3—2 goals. Our goals were obtained by
McLean and Young.
Our next match was against the Gloucesters and
here the results were more in our favour, the final
placing being 3—0 for us. For this match the
team had been reorganised and L/Cpl. West gave signs
of a big improvement in the forward line, being
responsible for two of the goals and Bartley for the
other.
In the game with "D" Coy. of our own battalion
we missed several good chances and thus we witnessed
defeat by the narrow margin of 1—0 goals.
A friendly game of Rugby against the Dorsets
concludes my list of sporting events for this month.
This proved to be a very mild game for both sides and
we managed to keep our pecker up by finishing the
game with a score of 6—3 points. Hodkin gained the
two tries.
We are shortly leaving for a place named
Hawalbagh for the purpose of carrying out training in
Mountain Warfare and for a detailed description of
this move and place the reader must be content to see
anon.
QUARTERGUARD.

H.Q. Wing.
There is not much news this month owing to the fact that half the
Wing are up on the " Hills," the Band and Drums and "H.Q." Staff
of No. 3 Group being the lucky ones. Nevertheless, we managed to
turn out a team which beat "C" Company twice and they fancied their
chance with our full Company team. What vain hopes !
Captain Reid has again left us to go on a Small Arms Course at
Pachmari and Lieut. Oliver is once more officiating as O.C. Company
besides being Detachment Adjutant and O.C. Indian Platoon.
Pte. Harris has gone to Kasauli to recuperate after his long and
serious illness where we hope he will soon make a rapid recovery;
also Pte. Ingram, who is down there.
L/Cpl. Hopkins is going on a Pioneers' Course with a view to taking
over PioneerSergeant from Sgt. Louth who goes away shortly. We
wish him every success. L/Cpl. Knapp, the Pioneer Corporal, also
leaves us to take up the appointment of Pioneer Sergeant to the Royal
Fusiliers. We congratulate him on his fortune which has been earned
by dint of hard and well done work.
L/Cpl. Dixey has gone to the Army Signal School, Poona, and will
soon be wearing three stripes on his arm.
L/Sgt. Thomas has just returned from a Machine Gun Course at
Ahmednaggar and has passed very satisfactorily. As we all know,
"D's " are very hard to obtain and are given very sparingly and there is
nothing in between that and a Pass Satisfactorily.
The various games of sport are all recorded in the different Group
Notes so there is no need for me to enlarge on them.
O.S.

CRICKET.
No. 3 GROUP, "H.Q." WING V. ATTACHED SECTION.
Played on 15th July. No. 3 Group won by 44 runs.
No. 3 Group.
Attached Section.
Barrell, c Davis, b Cummins ... 47 Pollard, b Barden
Carter, b Cummins
1 Johnson, c and b Barrell
Bidweil, b Cummins
0 Wead, c and b Barrell
Penfold, b Cummins
12 Patterson, c and b Barden
Ferrell, b Cummins
0 Barden, lbw, b Barrell
Grant, b Cummins
0 Suggers, c and b Barden
Lillywhite, c and b Cummins . 0 Cummins, b Barrell
Brown, c and b Suggers
6 Rogers, c Grant, b Bidweil
Barden, c Barden, b Cummins 16 Cole, c Ferrell, b Barrell
Mummery, not out
3 Gausby, b Penfold
Gilding, run out
1 Biscoe, not out
Extras
1
Extras
Total

87

0
0
3
2
4
5
1
15
7
0
4
2

Total.

43

No. 3 GROUP V. "B" COMPANY.
Played on 19th July. Lost by 2 runs and 2 wickets.
No. 3 Group.
"B" Company.
Cpl.Stocken.c Lawson,b Hobbs 5 Davis, b Barden
Barden, b Hobbs
5 Isted, c Davis, b Barden
Penfold, b Ingram
2 Richardson, b Barrell
Lillywhite, b Hobbs
1 Boseley, c and b Barden
Barrell, c Lawson, b Boseley... 16 Lawson, not out
Pearce, b Hobbs
4 Foreman, b Barrell
Grant, c Lawson, b Ingram
1 Phelan, c Davis, b Barrell
Deveson, b Lawson
7 Hobbs, b Barrell
Ferrell, c Lawson, b Boseley ... 3 Message, st Barrell, b Pearce ..
Davis, not out.
6 Ingram \ nj , t b t
Clowes, c Davis, b Lawson
0 Taylor f ula n01 Dat
Extras
3
Extras

Total..:

51

Total.....

2
4
4
2
17
4
0
2
7
10
52

No. 3 GROUP V. MACHINE GUNNERS 2ND XI.
Played on 23rd July. Won by 7 runs and 2 wickets.
Machine Gunners.
No. 3 Group.
Newell, b Bidweil
3 Gilding, b Bench
6
Clatwortliy, b Bidweil
1 Suggers, b Bench
3
Bench, b Bidweil
6 Penfold, c Tyrrell, b Bench
6
Buchanan, b Barrell
13 Barden, c Butler, b Newell
0
Brabon, b Barden
9 Barrell, not out
41
Tyrrell, b Barden
12 Bidweil,c Clatworthy.b Newell. 0
Butler, c Barrell, b Barden
0 Lillywhite,c Butler,b Buchanan 1
Spencer, c Carter, b Barden .... 0 Clowes, run out
0
Birch, c Carter, b Barden
11 Carter, not out
6
Trimm, not out
0 Mummery 1 ...
,.„f
Jordan, b Barrell
0 Burden
Jd,d not bat
Extras
3
Extras
2
Total

58

Total

65

In this match Ptes. Bidweil and Barden bowled very well indeed,
and the former should with practice, make a very good change bowler.
No. 3 GROUP V. MACHINE GUNNERS.
Played on 1st August. Won by 56 runs.
A'o. 3 Group.
Machine Gunners.
Barrell, c Bing, b Newell
10 Bamford, c Mitchell, b Gilding 0
Barden, c Betts, b Buchanan... 39 Buchanan, b Barrell
0
Mummery, c Bing, b Betts
7 Bench, c Barden, b Gilding
8
Clowes, b Bench
8 Newell, b Gilding
6
Lillywhite, run out
16 Taylor, b Barrell
0
Mitchell, run out
3 Brabon, c and b Barrell
0
Chicken, c Bench, b Newell
1 Betts, c and b Barrell
4
Burden,c Clatworthy.b Newell 12 Yard, c Mitchell, b Gilding
7
Busby, b Newell
1 Bing, b Gilding
6
Gilding, not out
2 Clatwortby, not out
8
Andrews, c and b Bamford
2 Butler, b" Barrell
9
Extras
II
Extras
8
Total

112

Total

56

Pte. Gilding bowled well for No. 3 Group and will be useful in the
future. He lias only just been posted to us.
No. 3 GROUP V. MACHINE GUNNERS.
Played on 6th August. Lost by 10 runs.
A'o. 3 Group.
Machine Gunners.
Barden, b Bamford
2 Newell, b Barden
9
Barrell,c Clatworthy,b Bamford 21 Bench, b Barrell
15
Lillywhite, b Bamford
7 Brabon, c Clowes, b Barden.... 0
Gilding, b Betts
6 Simmons, b Barrell
0
Andrews, b Simmons
1 Bamford, b Barden
5
Busby, b Bamford
2 Cribhen, b Barden
0
Mummery, c and b Bamford
0 Betts, c Gilding, b Barrell
15
Broadbridge, c and b Bamford 2 Clatworthy, not out
9
Clowes, b Simmons
0 Smith, c Gilding, b Barrell
0
Burden, b Bamford
1 Payne, c and b Barrell
0
Trimm, not out
2 Butler, b Barden
0
Extras
7
Extras
8
Total

SI

Total

61
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No. 3 GROUP

V.

SIGNAL SECTION.

Played on 10th August. Won by 12 runs.
No. 3 Group.
Barden, hit wicket
Barrell, run out
McKay, b Stark
Clowes, b Southon
Lillywhite, b Southon
Payne, b Ratcliffe
Trimm, b Baker
Smith, not out
Mummery, b Baker
Busby, b Southon
Andrews, b Baker
Extras

2
0
2
32
22
6
1
8
0
0
2
9

Total

84
No. 3 GROUP

Signals.
Ratcliffe, b Barden
Pitcher, b Barden
Baker, b Barrell
Stark, b Barden
Blanchard, b Barden
Southon, b Barrell
Pitkin, b Barden
Parsons, c McKay, b Barden ..
Offen, run out
Sell, b Barrell
Stitson, not out
Extras

9
3
11
2
0
20
9
1
3
1
0
13

Total
V.

72

SIGNALS.

Played on 13th August. Won by 102 runs.
Signals.
Ratcliffe, b Barrell
Pitkin, c and b Barrell
Blanchard, c and b Barrell
King, b Barrell
Stark, b Barden
Southon, b Barrell
Hall, b Barden
Pilclier, b Barrell
Cobb, c and b Barden
Dibble, not out
Stitson, c and b Barden
Extras

A'o. 3 Group.
Barden, b Stark
Barrell, c King, b Stark
Busby, b Stark
McKay, c and b Stark
Clowes, b Pilcher
'
Lillywhite, b Southon
Gilding, b Pilcher
Gammon, b Blanchard
Mummery, c and b Blanchard
Bench, b Blanchard
Jordan, not out
Extras
:
Total

Total

134
No. 3 GROUP

V.

1
2
0
0
0
11
5
0
5
2
4
2
32

MACHINE GUNNERS.

Played on 15th August.

Lost by 36 runs and 1 wicket.
Machine Gunners. No. 3 Group.
16
Barden, b Bench
15 Bench, b Barrell
15
Barrell, not out
41 Taylor, c Busby, b Barrell
0
Mummery, b Bench
1 Cribben, b Barrell
0
Lillywhite, c Newell,b Bamford 7 Bamford, b Barrell
4
Butler, c Bench, b Simmons.... 7 Betts. b Clowes
Comb, c Taylor, b Simmons
0 Newell, c Lillywhite, b Clowes. 6
Burden, b Simmons
0 Clatworthy.c Barden,b Barrell 10
Gilding, b Betts
0 Bing, c Lillywhite, b Barrell.... 14
35
Clowes, c Newell, b Betts
1 Simmons, not out
5
Busby, b Simmons
1 Brabon, c and b Barrell
4
Smith,c Newell,b Simmons
0 Yard, not out
Extras
2
Extras
3
Total
No. 3 GROUP

Total

76
V.

105

MACHINE GUNNERS 2ND XI.

We had one or two games of cricket, but were not very successful.
Against the Gunners we lost by 57 runs, the scores being Band, 50;
Machine Gunners, 107. The only people to reach double figures were
L/Cpl. Cadman, 14 caught out, and Saunders, 11 caught. Barker
made 9 when he was unfortunately run out.
In a match with "D" Company we lost by 40, the scores being:
Band, 39 and "D" Company, 79. This was a very poor display;
six of the team came out for " ducks " and if it had not have been for
Vincent, who made 29, it would have been an absolute collapse.
We had a friendly billiard match with "D" Company which we also
lost, the scores being as follows :—Band, 455 and "D" Company, 540.
It was for games of 101 up, L/Cpl. Cadman and Bdsmn. Harrison being
the only ones to win their games.

The Drums.
We wish to thank the 2nd Battalion Drums for the' splendid
photograph of the Corps of Drums and we are inclined to be a little
jealous of the honour they have had recently in marching at the head
of the battalion through London. No doubt they all appreciate that
honour to the fullest extent and we only hope that this battalion will
be able to do the same when they return to England. AH the 1st
Battalion Drummers could be seen last Sunday, peering intently
into the picture papers at the Ranikhet Depot Reading Room. Most
of us are old 2nd Battalion Drummers and many of us would like to be
again. However, somebody has to be abroad, and most of the 2nd
have had their turn. But may we all meet again some day and may
those in the 2nd Battalion Drums sign on and enable us to meet them
again. That is, those who have not been abroad and those of us out
here who are uiducky enough to serve over our seven.
We have the " Drums'' of the Dorset Regiment stationed just
above us and we hope soon to get some games between the two corps.
They seem quite a decent lot of fellows and we must admit that they
have a splendid Corps of Drums. After watching them beat retreat,
our lads turned in for voluntary practice in the afternoons, owing to
weapon training in the mornings, and we put up a fairly good show.
Of course our front rank are all young hands and we cannot expect too
much of them. However, everyone concerned was both surprised and
pleased with our show. With a little more practice we should be quite
good.
Congratulations are due to Pte. Taber for winning the C.O.'s Bugle
this month and to Pte. Blissett for winning the Young Hands' Bugle.
Blissett should develop into a good bugler in a few months. Keep
at it, Bliss ! Lieut. Coates is our Adjutant and be is doing his best to
get a good corps of drums, and the drummers are responding in the
true spirit. We shall show some of them up, peach 1
The best of luck to the 2nd Battalion Drums and to Sgt.Drummer
O'Dell, because he works hard with the Drummers and the accounts
in the A Idershol News do him justice.
We hear that we shortly lose some good drummers on the home
establishment. We can honestly assure the 2nd Battalion that they
are good and we hope to get some good men in return. By the way,
when is Cat Whittington and his Dick going to have a basin of the
silver bugle. He used to be good once. Get cracking, Middlesbrough.
Is there anything in the report that the 2nd Battalion won the Alder
shot Drum Competition. If so, congratulations. Now, cheerio 1
till next month.
R.C.T. " 1951."

Played on 18th August., Won by 60 runs.
Machine Guntters.
Smith, c McKay, b Barrell
WHloughby, b Barden
Bing, b Barrell
Bench, hit wicket
Clatworthy, b Barden
Tyrrell, b Barden

Brophy, b Barden
G. Martin, c and b Barden
Payne, not out
Lilley, b Barrell
.Trimm, c Barden, b Barrell
Extras
Total

3
1
2
1
15
8
0
0
0
0
5
5

No. 3 Group.
Barden, b Clatworthy
Barrell, c Bench, b Tyrrell
Lillywhite, b Bench
Gilding, c Clatworthy, b Bench
Clowes, c and b Bench...
Busby, c and b Bench
Mummery, b Bench
McKay, not out
' Blanchard, lbw,b Bench
Burden, c Smith, b Tyrrell
Mitchell, c Martin, b Bench ...
Extras

40

Total

20
50
0
0
14
1
3
1
5
5
0
2

100

The Band.
Before leaving Ranikhet we played our final games of Football in
the Group League, both against the Machine Gunners. In the first
game we were leading by 21 until, five minutes before time, our
opponents were awarded a penalty from which they scored making a
draw of 22. Our goalscorers were Glanfield and Baldwin who scored
direct from a corner kick, the wind taking the ball in thenet, completely
beating the goalie. In the second game we were right oh form and beat
our opponents by 40. Our goalie was unlucky enough to wrench a
muscle of his leg in saving a goal, but pluckily carried on and kept our
end intact. Our scorers were:—Glanfield, 2; Spider Vincent, I,
and Martin, 1.

Signal Section.
During the last month there fiave been quite a few changes in the
Section.
LanceCoiporal Dixey has left us to go to Poona on a tour of duty
and by the time we hear from him we sincerely hope he has got his
three up, as he deserves.
LanceCorporal Baker leaves us in September to go to Poona on an
Army Instructors' Course and we hope that be will follow in Lancc
Corporal Dixey's footsteps and receive a "D," which I am sure he will.
(Good old Joe!)
Sgt. Sharp and LanceCorporal Newman at present are on leave,
but the latters time is nearly up. I am sureSgt. Vale will be glad when
he returns and helps him with the preparations for Classification which
is due to take place on the 13th of October, as at present there is only
himself and a novice here to keep the classes in order.
The Section is taking its part in doing Guards again now and
doing them without a moan.
Last, but not least, comes the Sporting line. The Section has just
recently won an intergroup Football competition, going right through
without losing a match. For this they receive a new ball. We have
won several games of cricket, but am sorry to say we have lost more
than we have won. I will give some of the results farther on.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
How did P. manage to hold a catch in a game of cricket ?
Has F.F. been appointed Hockey Umpire for the Battalion ?
Or does be think we are all Mom and Dad ?
Does W.B. make sports' rules of his own ?
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CRICKET.
SIGNALS

V.

MACHINE GUNNERS.

Signals.
Pte. King, b Reed
4
Pte.Kendall.c Reed.b Bamford 8
Pte. Smith, c Taylor, b Bench 18
Pte. Stark, b Simmons
1
Pte. Blanchard, b Simmons
6
L/Cpl. Baker, c Reed, b Betts. 33
Pte. Stitson, c Brabon, b Bench 4
Pte. Bridgman, b Bamford
Pte. Southon, not out
Pte. Andrews, not out
Ft® Pitkin, did not bat.
Extras
Total.

5
22
6
6

Machine Gunners.
Pte. Taylor, b Kendall
L/Cpl. Newell, b Kendall
Pte. Brabon^ b Southon
L/Cpl. Betts, lbw, b Southon...
L/Cpl. Bamford, b Southon....
Pte. Clatworthy, b Southon
Pte. Simmons, c Stitson, b
Kendall
L/Cpl. Bench, b Southon
L/Cpl. Cribben, b Southon
L/Cpl. Reed, b Kendall
Pte. Butler, not out,
Extras

..113

Total

Bowling:

Southon
Kendall

0
0
2
3
0
4
0
0
0
2
3
3
16

6 for 7
4 for 9

Runs
Auua
Overs. Maidens. Runs. Wickets. Per Wicket.
3
15
0
3
22*5
2
60
3'2
24
1
74
37
26*2
4
70
4*1
513
7
146
39
57
58
1
205
25
5
b*S
113

Name.
Sgt. Sharp
Pte. Hammond
Pte. Stark....;...
Pte. Smith
Pte. Southon
Pte. Kendall
L/Cpl. Baker

CATCHES.

Pte. Southon
Pte. Smith
L/Cpl. Baker
Pte. Leadbeatter
Pte. King
Pte. Stark

14
13
11

7
7
7

C.H.C.M.

"B" Company.
The Company is still in the land of Prickly Heat, but on the whole
the weather has not been too bad despite the lack of rain.
The results of Platoon Games are appended elsewhere and every
night the " Dankers " get busy and run their own shows and there will
be plenty of budding players soon coming along for the Company Team.
We tried our hand at Rugby during the rains and put up a creditable
show against the Signals. We won 3 points to nil. in our first match
and we played them again and won 8 points to 3. Of course we areonly
novices yet, but hope to have a good team later. We miss the services
of Lieut. D. C. Coates, our last year's coach, but 2/Lieut. G. E. F.
Oliver has taken the job of chief adviser and keeps them together
alright.
At Football, the Company beat "C" Company 31 in a friendly.
Goals were scored by Brawn (2) and Liddle (1). We are losing Brawn
and Barnes, two of our best players, and also they will be greatly missed
at all sports.
Comp any Whist Drives have been started and they are held every
week and have proved a success. The results are as follows :—
1st Prize:
2nd Prize:
3rd Prize:

1ST WHIST DRIVE.

L/Cpl. Followell.
Pte. Crick.
L/Cpl. Taylor.

2ND WHIST DRIVE.

1st Prize:
Pte. Nelson. (P.W.V.)
2nd Prize:
Cpl. Stocken.
3rd Prize:
Pte. Isted.
Hidden Numbers : Ptes. Lind and Bottle.
3RD WHIST DRIVE.
1st Prize:
L/Cpl. Lailey.
2nd Prize :
Pte. Isted.
Pte. Woodliatch.
3rd Prize :
Hidden Number : Pte. Groves.
4TH WHIST DRIVE.

1st Prize :
2nd Prize :
3rd Prize :
Hidden Number :

Pte. Harrison.
Pte. W. Martin.
Pte. Jones
Pte. T. Davis.

5TH WHIST DRIVE.

1st Prize:
2nd Prize :
3rd Prize :
Hidden Number :
Boobv:

L/Cpl. Hudson.
Pte. Brabon.
Pte. Tilly.
Pte. Langley.
Pte. Denham.

No. 6 PLATOON'S NOTES.
This month we welcome from the Hills, Ptes. Amos, Flisher and
Tritton ; we hope they enjoyed their short stay up there. Anyway,
they look fit and well. The lastmentioned man is a newcomer to our
Platoon and we hope he will enjoy our society as I am sure that we are
easy to get along with.

The following are leaving us for U.K. in September for transfer to
the Army Reserve:—L/Cpls. Followell and Castle, and Ptes. Barnes,
Burnap, Flisher, Hull and Ovenden. It will be a great loss to the
Platoon when they go away as they all represent the Platoon at sports.
Five of them are regulars on the Football Field and all of them
at Hockey and Cricket, so that means that we have to find another
seven from the young hands: we certainly have some promising
fellows at Football, namely :—L/Cpl. Crouch and Pte. Spencer, and at
Cricket we have the Brothers Davis and Ptes. Moore, Walker and
Martin. We have yet to find some talent at Hockey and we leave
L/Cpl. Boseley to look after the Cricket Team.

FOOTBALL.
We gathered together eleven trusty men of our Platoon to play the
Royal Artillery 2nd Eleven, but owing to a misunderstanding they
turned out nearly a Battery Team. I counted at least five regular
Battery Players and if Morris, our hardworking leftback, had
not played we would have lost by a bigger score than we did. The
team was Groves, Morris, Hull, Followell, Ovenden, Spencer, Crouch,
Gilbert, Bell, Barnes and Patterson. We lost 30.
We played No. 8 Platoon in the Company Shield Match and drew.
This was an excellent game as everybody seemed to be on form in both
teams, each man doing his share and doing it well, and we thank L/Cpl.
Franklin for kindly refereeing. The team was Groves, Morris, Castle,
2/Lieut. G. E. F. Oliver, L/Cpl. Followell, Ptes. Ovenden, Barnes, Hull,
C,S.M. A. Farrow, L/Cpl. Taylor and Pte. Patterson. Draw 22.
(Barnes, 2).
In the replay, which was another good game, there was no score
at halftime and it seemed as if there would be another draw. _ In the
second half, however, we managed to get cracking and from a nice pass
from Elgie to Barnes which he put into the cabbage strainer, we gained
the lead which we kept till the end, although Pte. Brawn nearly
equalised with a good shot from the right. We thank Cpl. Glazier
for doing the necessary with the whistle. The team was:—Groves,
Morris, L/Cpl. Castle, 2/Lieut. G. E. F. Oliver, Ptes. Ovenden, Barnes,
Hull and Flisher, C.S.M. A. Farrow, L/Cpl. Followell and Pte. Elgie.
We played No. 5 Platoon at Cricket and after a good game we lost
by eight runs. We dismissed our opponents for 38 runs, 31 of these
being scored by Pte. Hobbs who is a newcomer to No. 5 Platoon (no
relation to Jack Hobbs), so that speaks well for our bowling and
fielding. Our highest scorers were Barnes and Morris who scored 14
and 10 respectively, our bowlers being L/Cpl. Boseley, Ptes. Barnes and
F. Davis.
We played No. 5 Platoon at Hockey in the Company Shield and
won easily, in fact they never penetrated our defence once, so we ran
out winners to the tune of sixnil. Our team was:—Pte. B. Moore,
Morris, Hull, L/Cpls. Followell and Crouch, Ptes. Ovenden, and Barnes,
2/Lieut. G. E F. Oliver, C.S.M. Farrow, Pte. Patterson and L/Cpl.
Taylor. Goals were scored by:—C.S.M. Farrow, 3; Barnes, 2;
Morris,!.
R.H.

THINGS WE ALREADY KNOW.
Flisher is going Home.
I am going too.
Morris knows every girl in Croydon.

No. 7 PLATOON'S NOTES.
Once again I take up my pen (which is mightier than the sword)
to scribble a few notes about the Platoon's doings.
Last month I described all about our thrilling encounter with No.
6 Platoon in the Football Competition.
We met again on the field and after many narrow shaves at both
goals the final whistle blew, with the score of 10 in our favour, thanks
to our reserve goalkeeper. He put up a good show and saved a penalty
in the approved " Daily Mirror Fashion " which surprised us (and him
too), for I think that he was having " forty winks " when the ball hit
his chest, causing his ribs to rattle to a tune of Swannee.
Well, to cut the cackle and get down to it; we all wish the " Old
'Uns" in the Company the best of luck when they get into Civvie
Street and hope that they will think of the old Company sometimes.
We are now looking forward to the Cricket Competition which the
C.S.M. is holding back for reasons of his own. (All matches are to be
played on the Battalion Ground.—A.T.F.)
As Battalion Headquarters are in the Hills, our gallant C.S.M. is
now acting R.S.M. Just before these Notes were finished he organised
a Detachment Whist Drive which was held in the Gym. and engaged
" Mickey Hunt's " famous dance band, " The Jolly Quartett," to give
the troops a few selections whilst the play was going on and afterwards
a short jazz was held. One could see the " Indies of the Regiment"
going round with their " Bov Friends" and being encored by the
lookerson.
C.E.H.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
When will " Robbo" don his " Civvies " and will he have to be
careful of the " White Ants " ?
' When is Arthur getting spliced and will the BELL ring merrily ?
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Once again it is time for Dragon Notes and the C.S.M. is calling for
them, but as the usual scribe has run short of paper I have been called
upon to do my utmost.
Well, here goes.
_
„
We shall soon be losing some of the old Platoon, Ptes. Walker and
Gower being T.X. and Pte. Brawn has been selected for a Vocational
Course in England. Some say that he is homesick, but one never
knows, does one.
'
.
Cpl. Cook is still in Hospital with a fractured leg which he got whilst
playing Football for his Platoon. Hurry up and come out, Badger
Boy. He was seen on the Battalion Football_Ground the other evening
with his crutches. He even had the audacity to ask if he could do
linesman.
..
,
. .
Sgt. Goss is busy these days swattmg up for his course which he is
going to attend shortly. He will soon be teaching us the mysteries
of the flight of the bullet.
We welcome L/Cpl. Fox to the Platoon and hope he will continue to
keep the old flag flying.

Apologising of a bad stomach after reading these few lines and
beintr
desirous
of
remaining
incognito,
I
must
sign
myself
B


" ONE OF THEM.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Has Walker really a home to go to in Civvie Street ? Some say
Yes
Has Jones taught Flashman the art of paperhanging yet and does
he need Walker's help ?

"G" Company.
Since the last notes for the Company were written we have once
again taken our places upon " The Burning Plains of India.'
Much has been written concerning the moves from the Hills to the
Plains that it'would bore the readers stiff if I were to repeat all concern
ing the move, so I will refrain. Suffice it to say, that after a very
tiring day we all managed to arrive at Bareilly—fedup, but near to
home—the home we shall occupy for another few months only, i.e.,
until we take a " Cook's " trip to Delhi for the Manoeuvres.
Now that we arc here we have managed to settle down fairly well
and the Sports fields are in great demand. At Ranikhet, unfortunately,
we were not able to get in too many games of Football and still less ot
Hockey, but the Lads are making up for that now and every evening
practically all the Company are occupied with some gameor.other,
from " Footer to Swimming" in the small swimming bath that we
have heire^nt wg have no competitions running and so the results of
these matches are of little importance, but it is interesting to record
that up to date we have lost no matches.
The selections for the Battalion Team to proceed to Simla are out
and in the Company we have four representatives, L/Cpl Edwards,
T/Cnl Williams and Ptes. Lenton and Vasey. The last.n9.mea is one
of the recent draft that joined the Battalion whilst the Company was
UD in the Hills and so we have had little opportunity to see what his
play is like, but we trust that there will be no cause to regret the choice.
The other three players are of our old team and we are sure that they
will give a good account of themselves.
,
, ,,
By the time these notes appear in The Dragon another large draft
of TimeExpired N.C.O.'s and Men will have left the Battalion, among
them being twentytwo of the Company.
We shall be very sorry to lose all these men as, without doubt, they
are some of our best soldiers and sportsmen, men who have been with
the Company throughout its travels since it left Shorncliffe m April,
1922. Among them will be Sgt. Cox (Skiber) who has been with us
since the Fermoy days, Pte. Burt (Beetle) our Company storcman,
Cpl. Coshall, our Regimental Goalkeeper at Hockey, C.Q.M.S. (Perce)
Lane, our respected "QuarterBloke" and many other Company
n0tLooking around the Company Roll, we find that there is now only
one in the Company who was with the Battalion when we reformed in
Ireland in September, 1919, who has been with the Company the whole
time. We contemplate giving liim a special medal when he leaves tne
Company to its own resources, or a nice stone. _
In addition to Sport, we are busy getting the Casuals up to scratch
for their annual course and also putting a few N.C.O. s and Men through
a Section Leaders' Course so as to have a few reserves when the draft
takes a few of our older LanceCorporals away from us. _
As a result of a recent course, Privates Belcher, Griggs, Goldsack,
Durrant and Haymen have been raised to the Peerage and the con
gratulations of the Company are respectfully rendered to them.
Oh
Marshall! Wave thy Baton."
Rumour has it that yet another wellknown character of the
Company will shortly be leaving us to investigate the mysteries of the
" Bell Harry " but rumour was ever a lying jade and so we are follow
ing the advice of a certain wellknown statesman and Waiting and
taking an occasional Dekko."
. ..
It is with regret that in my notes this month I have to record the
death of yet another member of our Company. Pte. Garstang, who
joined us with the first of this year's drafts was taken " Seriously 111
just before we left Ranikhet to proceed to Bareilly and we had to leave
him in hospital there. A fortnight after we had returned we had a
telegram to Jay that he had died of Dysentery. He was given the last
honours by The Buffs now in Ranikhet. We are all sorry to lose
Garstang—a good clean Soldier and to his relatives we have regret
fully tendered our condolences.
8747.

2nd Battalion.

S

USSEX, being such a close
neighbour of our country,
and having therefore strong ties of
similarity in race dialect, scenery
and customs has always had a warm
corner in our hearts; so we felt
as we marched from Aldershot on
August 30th as though we were
going a step nearer home. Nor
were we mistaken, for Sussex has
extended true Kent hospitality to
us in a way that has done much to
dissipate the accumulated fatigue
of these strenuous manoeuvres.
The latter half of August was
 spent mainly in getting fit for this
^
visit, and the outward march was
4 Jn accomplished in two easy stages,
,,raa> the night of the 30th being spent
at Oxney Farm Staging Camp near
Bordon, where we had our first intimation of the
probable night conditions for the month of September !
The 5th Infantry Brigade group marched into
Cowdray Park at about 4 o'clock on the afternoon of
the 31st, amid the admiring and awestruck crowds of
villagers and townsmen from Eastbourne and Midhurst.
The Band and Drums of the Battalion, by the way,
were the only ones to play the whole way out without
missing a step or beat from Blenheim Barracks to the
camp.
It can be said without hesitation that a prettier site
for a camp could not have been chosen, but there have
been many comments on the slope of the ground and
the numerous ant hills. (One officer is reported as
having had to be picketed down to prevent him sliding
off his bed feet first!). There have been more sprained
ankles than sore feet and football has caused mote
casualties than marching.
The main features of Cowdray Park are its
wonderful trees and herds of fallow deer. The
magnificent chestnut avenue that forms the camp
road is supposed to be the finest in the world and the
deer are undoubtedly a fine sight by day. It is at
night, however, that sounds of stamping and crashing
are heard in the lines, mingled with the imprecations
of the Quarter Master and SergeantMasterCook, as
antlers are found damaging tents (C.S.I/.) and potatoes
disappear from the cookhouse. There have been
threats of converting " deer, male, fallow, complete
with antlers pairs, one " into " Venison, dressed, lbs.
net, 19 " if this continues.
The weather is delightful and we could wish for
nothing better. This, coupled with the peaceful repose
offered by charming old world Midhurst on spare
evenings, has certainly made manoeuvres more pleasant
than last year.
Notes of the Month.
We were honoured on Wednesday, September 12th,
by a visit from General LyndenBell, who was driven
over from Sevenoaks by Major Field and Capt. Howe.
He said he had been following the operations with
great interest and was very pleased with the camp.
Before leaving, he presented the Mess with a large
bunch of white and purple heather from his garden.
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On Sunday, 16th, he brought Lady LyndenBell
and Miss LyndenBell with him and there was quite
a flavour of Cricket Week about when the massed
bands of the brigade, under Mr. C. B. Hewitt, played
outisde the Mess Tent before a distinguished gathering
including Lord and Lady Cowdray, Brigadier W. W.
PittTaylor, Mrs. Guy Lee and Mrs. Dare.
We are very grateful to Lord Cowdray for allowing
us to play on his links and use his tennis courts,
several officers also dined at Cowdray House.
We are most indebted to Captain Child who
motored over from Worthing to stock the Mess
with fruit and flowers and greeting the Battalion on
its arrival.
Captain E. H. Allen has left us for a tour in W.
Africa and Capt. Wilson taken over his command.
We would value an account of his doings there, if he
can spare us the time to write.

An incident on the Past and Present Outing to
Bognor the other day from camp: sounds of the
strains of the Regimental March being whistled along
the front were heard by a party of " excursionists "
who tracked them down and discovered an old 5th
Battalion officer, Mr. Blomfield, who wished to be
remembered to all.
The advance party who came to prepare the camp
found that Midhurst's cinema was showing as its ' star '
attraction " The Presentation of Colours to the 2nd
Battalion The Buffs."
The Past and Present Association, 2nd Battalion
Branch, ran an outing to Bognor on September 1st.
This was a great success and all ranks enjoyed them
selves very much. A good start for manoeuvres!
Divisional Training.
The Battalion settled down in Camp remarkably
quickly and was quite ready for the first operation on
September 3rd. Starting at 7 a.m. we marched to
a position south of Petworth on Barlavington Down
and Farm Hill (over 700 feet) where we took up a
defensive position. The enemy attack came just
before dawn next day and despite his multitudes of
tanks he was driven off decisively. Having had break
fast at the foot of the Downs, we reached barracks
about midday, having done about 25 miles.
On the 6th after a 7.30 a.m. start we marched
ten miles before we met resistance to our plan to cut
enemy communications, but then we found ourselves
up against superior force : however, by a carefully
concealed withdrawal we got clear and, with a rapid
march, found an unguarded bridge which, under the
attentions of the R.E. did not remain a bridge very
long. This operation was about 30 miles marching for
most troops.
In the next week training was to become more
strenuous still. On the Monday we were opposed by
a force which outnumbered us by more than two to
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one and the Brigade was outflanked completely. An
armistice of one hour allowed the trapped ones to make
a detour through the enemy lines and come up smiling
again for a dawn attack, which, however, did not come
off. The Battalion, which was greatly split up owing
to its enormous front, marched about 35 miles.
The final scheme was longer and more tiring than
any of the others and culminated in the attack and
capture of Bignor Hill, which rises nearly 750 feet
sheer from the Weald. As the sun rose <?ver the Downs
to thaw the chilly mist, the hill presented a magnificent
sight, but the battle waged for an hour and a half in
other parts before the cease fire blew. The descent
to Bignor where the cookers were was, it is thought,
accomplished in record time by all ranks, thus
completing the final scheme of Divisional Training,
which by the time the Battalion arrived in camp, had
meant the best part of 40 miles to all concerned.

One most pleasant and surprising incident occurred
at Bignor when we discovered that the chief resident
was an old Buff—Captain Tupper—who served in the
7th Battalion during the latter half of the War. He
generously invited some officers to his house and after
wards visited Battalion H.Q. which was quartered in
one of his barns. Truly an amazing coincidence !

SPORT.

We have found time, in spite of training, to
complete two knockout competitions in Sixaside
Football and Basket Ball. These have been most
exciting owing to the lumpy nature of the ground and
the improvised equipment. I append the results and
may mention that the semifinal between Officers and
H.Q. 4 required three lots of extra time each way
before a result ensued !

BASKET BALL.
1st Rd.
H.Q. 2
H.Q. 7
H.Q. 3
Officers
M.G. 3
"C" 1

2nd Rd.

3rd.
Officers
Officers

"B" 1

"C" 4
H.Q. 8
M.G. 1
"C" 2
H.Q. 4
H.Q. 6

} Officers
r H.Q. 4
H.Q. 4
Officers
won
3—2.
M.G. 4
M.G. 4
r sgts.

"B" 4.
"A" 2
'B" 4
"B" 4
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SIXASIDE FOOTBALL.

"A" 1
M.G. 2
"A" 4
H.Q. 4
H.Q. 7
"C" 2
Sgts.

i} ": }

M.G. 2 J M.G. 2
.,V 4 J

"B" 1 } Sgts.
H.Q. 3 } H.Q. 3
"B" 3
H.Q. 1
"A" 3 J. H.Q.
H.Q. 1
"C" 4 |M.G. 7 K
M.G. 7
H.Q. 2 } H.Q. 2 j H.Q. 2
M.G. 8
H.Q. 8 1 H.Q. 8 1
M.G. 3
M.G. 6|
"0" 1
j "C" 1
"C" 1
H.Q. 9
H.Q. 9
M.G. 5
M.G. 1
M.G

Officers
M.G. 4
M.G. 4
"B" 2
M.C. 4
H.Q. 6
"A" 2
M.G. 3 \ M.G. 9 1
M.G. 9
"B" 4 L H.Q. 5 / H Q
H.Q. 5

!::}

i
I }

Sgts.

Sgts.

H.Q. 1
H.Q. 1
R "C" 1
"C" 1
"C" 1

Sergeants' Mess.
During the last month things have been very quiet
owing to Divisional Training; but before I proceed to
describe the events, I must rectify an omission from
the previous month's notes, that is the promotion to
Sergeant of L/Sgt. Annan and the appointment to
paid LanceSergeant of Corporal L. E. Baker. We
congratulate both of them on their wellmerited stepup
and heartily welcome L/Sgt. Baker as a new member
of the Mess.
Since the last issue we have lost Sergeant Jones
(Arthur Victor) who has been discharged to pension.
We all unite in wishing him the very best of luck in
civilian life, and as the R.S.M. said when making
a small present to Sgt. Jones, if ever he is in need of
help, all he has to do is to apply to the Mess. But m
spite of this offer, we sincerely hope that the occasion
will never arise when he will have to appeal to us.
As he underwent a Vocational Training Course in boot
repairing, it is very probable that by now he is
in regular employment, if not actually working on his
own.
We shall soon be losing another member, by name
Amos, sometimes known as " Alf " or " Tank," but
more about him anon, when the time comes.
We are now taking part in Divisional manoeuvres
and on the 17th September we commence on what is
called " InterDivisional Manoeuvres," but by the time
this appears in print it will all be over and those of us
who are not on annual furlough will be safely ensconced
in our favourite niches in Blenheim Barracks,
Aldershot, once again. This wonderful effort we are
at present engaged upon commenced by marching
from Barracks to Oxney Staging Camp, Bordon, on
30th August and another march from there to Cowdray
Park, Midhurst, Sussex, on August 31st, from which
place we have proceeded on divers occasions in an
attempt to wear away some of the South Downs. Our
first introduction to the wonderful scenery about here
occurred on Monday, 3rd September, when we hadto
negotiate a small incline called Duncton Hill, which
has a gradient of 1 in 7, and is about threequarters of
a mile in length. It was a teaser, more especially as
the sun was shining at full strength. We have enjoyed
the very best of weather during our period in this
camp, with the exception of Sunday, 9th September,

when we had a visitation of rain, which came down in
" bucketsful " as the saying goes. To make matters
worse, several of our members' very much better halves
decided to make a visit to camp on that day, with,
I am afraid, a nasty cold as a result. It was impossible
to keep dry, as the water ran through the tents in
rivers and the canvas being so dry, promptly allowed
the water through. Still, we all have little things like
that sent to worry us and to remind us that we cannot
have perpetual summer.
To cut a long story short, the majority of the
Battalion are saying " Roll on when Manoeuvres are
finished with," but it is whispered that next year we
shall have a more trying time with Army Manoeuvres.
We must hope for the best!
Our camp is situated in the Cowdray Park Estate
and just at the back there is a private Golf Course,
whilst at the front runs a wonderful chestnut drive,
the trees of which have tremendous girths and must
be very ancient. We are frequently visited by .herds
of deer which roam around at will, and take the
slightest opportunity of entering camp in search of
food other than their natural grass, etc. At times
one or more become entangled in tent ropes, sometimes
breaking their legs, when they have to be killed. If
they manage to get free, some of the tent ropes
generally go with them, which is not at all comfortable
for the occupants. However, the best of things must
come to an end and we are shortly leaving this
beautiful scenery for the more common landscape of
Aldershot and Farnborough. I have not attempted
to give much description of Cowdray Park, as I am
positive a more able mind has given it every
consideration in some other column.
Our Pioneer Sergeant has apparently enjoyed
himself in camp, as he has now discovered how to
convert Macaroni into Spaghetti! The accent, by the
way, according to him, is on the SPAR. He is the man
who suggested that a Toreador who could not deliver
the fatal thrust should try it on a cube 6f Oxo ! 
As time is short I am obliged to close these notes
for this trip, but that we may have quite a lot
to contribute next month for the good old Magazine
is the sincerest wish of
FATHER PENNIBS.

P S.—One of our members has recently commenced
to grow a pair of wings, so we have got to rename
him. Archangel Gabriel has been suggested, but
it does not seem good enough for us. Can any
reader suggest something ? Suggestions should
be sent to Box 123456 a, c/o The Editor.
Machine Gun Company.
To continue where we left off last month. All ranks having com
pleted their leave, preparations were made for the move to the
manoeuvre area. Everything went well and the march proved easier
than was anticipated owing, perhaps, to the series of route marches,
four of which everybody had to attend. We arrived to find our camp
very pleasantly situated. Quite a new sight to most was, perhaps,,
the herds of deer which graze around the camp and even approach
our tents. The glorious weather has made things a lot easier and had
it been otherwise some of us would never have survived the strenuous
training which is now nearly over. On days on which the Battalion
is in camp, the R.S.M. has staged a knockout series of sixaside foot
ball, netball, quoits, etc., and these have proved very popular. This,
of course, leaves us little time for intercompany games for which we
had hoped.
As stated in last month's notes, our Captain has sailed for West
Africa. We should liked to have given him a hearty sendoff, but
manoeuvres prevented this. We shall however, be able to bid fare
well to the Company's share of the draft (Sgts. Petley and Curtiss and
Ptes. Morris (Biscuits) and Wickenden) as they will not go before we
return. We hope they enjoyed their last leave in England.
We take this opportunity of congratulating Cpl. Riley on the birth
of a son and heir. (May all your troubles be little ones, Shack).
Congratulations are also due to L/Cpl. King on recently passing his
promotion examination.
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„„ *£ Bru" enjoying a Small Arms Course at Hythe while we are
PS UP 016 Dame °f 1116 ComPany by return
ing twth^'DV"C
 „ Owpg to our shortage of Officers we have been " lent" Lieut. Cass
/o^gw then he is really one of us. We shall be very sorry to
rhnr^?, Watson who is going to the Depot and shall welcome L/Sgt.
take his place (J am sure he will be very popular.
I knoThimf°
beSe
.be the only notes for two months as the Company is
cwJF
sweating on going on furlough during October.
11
V? niembers of the Company please pass on to the Company
Correspondent any news received from old members of the
Gunners; also any other item of general interest, to brighten
up our Dragon notes.


GUARDSMAN.

The Band.
My first duty is to apologise for the absence of Band Notes in last
month s number of The Dragon. We happened to be on a few days'
S
dUC' S°1 mUSt condense both months' news
iffioethLseDnot«i
,ntZf j™* finished our tour of engagements for the season. I did
t
oiSIi
description of the towns we have visited, but
La® ab) d ®Pace will not admit. I have, however, added a list of the
places at which we have played, with just a few notes:—
7tH T° 13th ^y'Trhis
the first time we have visited
Brig, ton, and we are engaged to play there again next year.
PAIGNTON, 25TH JUNE TO 8TH JULY.—I have already written about
our engagement at this Devonshire town. It was our third year at
Paignton and we hope to be able to visit the Town again soon.
HERNE BAY, 9TH JULY TO 5TH AUGUST.—As usual, we are alwavs
Herae Bay. No doubt all our readers read with a certain
amount of pleasure, the letter which was sent to our Commanding
townsm^a. of Heme Bay, in the August issue of
Th^Draeon
i tie Dragon. Nwi'
There is 110 need
to say more.
,. C,^ERBURY CRICKET WEEK, 6TH TO 10TH AUGUST.—Once more
ClL,. y!2r' we h?ve Piayed at the County Cricket Week, and we
hope to be there again next year. During the time we were therewe
played on the Dane John four times to crowded audiences.
GREAT YARMOUTO, 18TK TO 26TH AUGUST.—The first time we
have played at this town. I understand that we have already received
bookings for next season. This fact speaks for itself.
That is a very brief review of our season's tour. We have played
at Alexandra Palace several times, and have a booking for October
ana November.
We are now getting to the end of our Divisional Training Period at
Cowdray Park. I shall not say much about this business, as all the
news of importance will have appeared in our editorial column. The
Band as usual, supplied the stretcher bearers, and the Acting Bands
men went to the AntiTank Section. We are now detailed as Rear
Party to the Battalion so I hope to have more news for our readers in
the October issue.
" FATHER CROTCHETS."

The Drums.
Here we are again, still " King of the Roads."
We are having quite a lot of Sport although we are on Manoeuvres
There is Sixa^Side Football and BasketBail and we are waiting for
Rounders and TugofWar but I do not suppose we shall be able to get
cracking with the lastnamed as we start a threeday stunt on Monday.
We have not shone m the way of Sport although we have tried our best
We have had our last team eliminated from the SixaSide Footer,
but we might stand a chance in the Basket Ball Competition.
 ~ ,re *> ad to welcome back to the Clan one of the " old brigade "
J? J* TflI,ch~r We were Siad to see two old faces amongst us at
Cowdray Park Camp ; they were, Major Field and Capt. Howe.
to .meation to you where our Footb.aU Ground
was situated. WeU, it is in the heart of " Ant City " and it is an
industrious though mountainous, stretch of land, surrounded during
the hours of activity by a large population of ekcited Buffs who are a
source of constant worry to the original citizens of " Ant Citv." WeU,
I cannot tell you much about the exercises because I am one of the
fortunate ones. The country around is simply beautiful, save for the
esPeaalIyin these warm days we are having at present
There is a lovely ruin of old Cowdray Castle, but I am sorry I can
not enlighten you with any of its history. It is a large and stately
site with an old kitchen containing a long heavv wooden table, also a
round one, around which the Knights of old used to sit. There is also
the old large open fireplaces where the ox used to be roasted, which aU
?mterest of the place, which, by the way, is worth seeing.
AU the lads, including myself, are looking forward to a month's
leave somewhere around the region of October. One much of this
Editorial work is enonch, but when one gets too much, it is three much
so I think it is tune I desisted. (Cheers).

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Why did the C.Q.M.S. tell Tim to use an Armv Razor ? Was it
his task, or was it the arrival of Young Tim ?
When is Granny going to be spUced ?
T Whywas °ur SergeantDrummer looking through the Honours
List. Was it for the Drum Major ? And is there any monetary
value to the title ?
Is Dusty going on a Course and why ?
Why do we have soup for dinner one day and stew another ?
(-Signed) NAVONOD, 1819.
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CONGRATULATIONS.

We offer our best " Congrats." to Dr. Tim PUcher on the birth of a
son and we hope all your chUdren are (" little ones ").

Signallers' Notes.
Lomo calling! Sigs. Buff I. We will now broadcast the news
of the past month. It has been boUcd up so much that we doubt
whether there is any strength left in it, but we wUl live in hopes even
if we do die in despair, hoping also that the electrical energy left wiU
aUow us to complete our call.
We fired our Annual Musketry Course with the " August
»
which finished on the 24th, just in time to permit the majority of the
Section to perform on the last two route marches prior to our departure
for Divisional Training. The results of the course, I must say were
exceptionally good, as we now have 14 Marksmen, 1st Class Shots,
2nd Class Shots and only 2 Bungs, which makes the Section average
pretty good.
Our march to Cowdray Park Camp was a good one, doing 12 mil;
the first day and 15 the second. The second day was the most interest
ing of the two, as one obtained some of the most delightful views of
the pretty County of Sussex, even to the hills over which the Training
was to take place, but I am afraid everybody was not in the mood to
appreciate the beautiful scenery.that occasionally presented itself
for one's opinion.
We eventually arrived at Cowdray Park about 4.15 p.m. on the
second day, where we were placed among the " deers." Yes, four
legged ones, and although there were many, there wasn't a anriin»
s
amongst them.
The weather has been absolutely ideal for Camp, but on training
I am afraid there has been a few quarts of sweat lost which has not
made things any easier, but we are very lucky indeed to get such a spell
of lovely weather and must be thankful. There is only one more War
to be fought and then we will, with a bit of luck and fair wind, float
back to Blenheim Barracks. Everyone will then look forward to
October 3rd when they will proceed on their Annual Furlough.
We extend hearty congratulations to L/Cpl. Wilson (Sleepy) on
passing his promotion examination and hope that he will be able to
stay with us after he has been promoted.
During our tour in Camp several series of games have been arranged
and dispensed with, but I am afraid that tip to the present only one of
our teams have been able to crawl through, with all their talent, that is
Pte. Nye's team for Sixaside football and they are in the final, the
results of which we shall have to let vou know in our next call. I must
say that the Photograph of the Signallers* Buff I. looks exceptionally
well in a gilded frame by the side of that of our own Section. Ahah.
What about it, Tiny Tom ? Well, I am afraid that our juice will not
carry us any further so shall have to switch off until we are able to eet
a new refill. Cheerio all, from all.
~
A.F.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Did the girl in Midhurst see his chin before she threw her arms
round his neck ? ? ? Ask Chinnum.

"A" Company.
Having had no complaints from the Battalion Correspondent about
the brightness of last month's notes, I take it for granted that they were
satisfactory and contained that necessary bit of " punch" which
previously had been lacking.
At the time of writing these notes we are on Divisional Training
and are camping in Cowdray Park, a very pretty place, on the border
of the training area.
Things are certainly more cheerful than they were when we were
on Manoeuvres last year and the weather clerk has certainly been much
kinder, for up to the present we have had no room for complaint, unless
it be that the weather is far too warm for such strenuous work.
A programme of interCompany games has been drawn up, but so
far little has been done owing to lack of spare time, only the sixaside
football being played off. The Company did not go far in this, but it
has not made us at all downhearted for one cannot take sixaside
games into account when picking out Footballers and I am confident
that we can produce a team from the Company which will make
"
hum during the season.
There is a Draft going to join the 1st Battalion in October and we
are lucky not to be losing any of our best men with it, though we mav
not be quite so lucky with the next one. However, by that time
we shall have piled the points up so high that one or two lickings will
make little or no difference at all.
. .Whether the Training is having any effect on some of the fellows
it is hard to say, but there certainly seems to be something wrong
somewhere. Hopper went out one day and swore he saw a horse with
Horns. Another fellow was sent for a Lewis Gun bucket and brought
in a washing bowl which he said would do just as well.
Cjril had rather a set back when he went sick for he was looking
forward to having quite 'an enjoyable time in bed whilst everyone
else was on Training and he was rather annoyed when he got M. and D.,
even more so, when he found out how a certain other person fared with
the same complaint. To complete his discomfiture it only """ds
someone to snafle his D.R. job on the 14th; that would cause it.
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Poor Freddie did not enjoy his trip to Bognor very much. He had
" Two Old Fogies," as lie termed them, for his companions and could nt
find a bit of stuff anywhere, but he made up for it today, having
found a sweet damsel whose age lie says is 24. If this be true, she must
have been out to shame the " Bobbed Indies " for she had some really
wonderful tresses which she wore in a plait hanging down her back
Ginger has caught a real bit of " Juty" this week in the form of
Company Orderly Corporal, so we are naturally well prepared for the
moaning' which is bound to follow.
Before closing these notes we all offer our congratulations to L/Cpl.
Beal on being paid for his appointment. Keep it up, Billy and you
will soon be among the Mobs, again.

" B " Company.
Before saving anything else we offer a hearty welcome to Lieut.
Findlay and 2/Lieut.*Reith who are attached to us for Manoeuvres.
We are now all out in camp in Cowdray Park. It is quite the best
camp we have seen for many years and we have all made friendly
acquaintances with the large herds of deer which walk through our
lines and use our tents.
The marching is verv long and strenuous here, but everyone is feel
ing very lit in spite of it all. The other day we all marched up Duncton
Hill, which possesses a gradient of one in seven, and some of us two or
three times. I rather fancy these unfortunates were Eo. .> 1 latoon.
The most striking part of all these battles is the extraordinary
hospitality shown to us by local inhabitants of the numerous villages
we pass through. Whenever we halt in a village we are pelted with
apples and are invariably able to refill our water bottle.
A new camp game has been instituted, rejoicing in the name of
basket ball. Out of the numerous teams entered we managed to hud
our way to the final, but there we were beaten by the Officers for whom
2/Lieut. F. W. B. Parry played a sterling game at fullback—if he had
been playing for us we would have won without a doubt.
Well, we shortly move off to fight the last of our battles in this
neighbourhood this" year, and may we win it as the sooner it is over
the sooner we shall get back to Aldershot, as it at last looks as if it will
rain again.

" C " Company.
Having been asked at rather late notice to write these notes I must
apologise beforehand for any items that may have been overlooked,
and the individuals concerned must forgive me.
We are at present preparing for the final threeday " Stunt " and
resting from our exertions of the past fortnight.
Various games have been organised by the R.S.M. and at the present
moment a very exciting game of basketball between the Officers and
"H.Q. Wing " is in progress.
"C" 1 team were successful in winning the sixaside football
competition, beating "H.Q." team in the final by
— . Considering
the roughness of the ground, covered as it is with miniature lulls—on
which the ball bounces in any direction except the one expected—very
good football was seen and the team are to be congratulated on winning
by such a substantial margin.
The draft of fourteen other ranks proceeding to India in October,
are at present on leave and arc no doubt enjoying themselves, hardly
sparing a thought for their less fortunate comrades tramping the
Sussex Downs—and tips. However, may they continue to enjoy them
selves and go out to India to tell the 1st Battalion that England is also
a land of sunshine—for a change !
Major Whittaker, together with Pte. Hanson, lias left us for "A"
Company. We are all sorry to lose them, but our loss will be "A"
Company's gain. We regret also, the loss of Cpl. Trinkwon, who has
gone to the Depot. He will be sadly missed in "C" Company's running
team.
Our C.S.M., although unable through his injured foot, to take an
active part in Manoeuvres, has been with us in camp. We all hope
to see him quickly fit again.

NOTICE.

A N N U A L

D I N N E R

P. & P. A. The Buffs,

CANNON STREET HOTEL,
7 p.m.

20fh

October.

Beneath Bell Harry.
Q E P T E M B E R is one
O
of the months in
the year during which
everything is undergoing
almost a complete change.
Firstly, the seasons arc
changing. Although we are
still
enjoying
beautiful
weather, the nip in the
air and the drawing in of
the days inform us only
too decidedly that summer
has definitely departed and
that winter will soon be
upon us.
The completion of this
transition stage is, of
course, signified on the
day when soldiers first
appear on parade wearing
gloves: it may then be safely assumed that winter
has come.
But in order to be prepared for it, cricket has
already been superseded by football and liockey. C ur
first liockey match will be played in a few days Hme,
but football matches have already got into their stride,
with the results below.
Secondly, the Army is about to begin a new yeai .
we here at the Depot are not concerned with
manoeuvres, but it is after manoeuvres that the Army
starts its new year and Depots are no exceptions to
that. Squads are in the habit of leaving us at any
time of year, but it so happens that the eighteen weeks
of the Orthes Squad finish at the beginning of October,
so their joining the 2nd Battalion coincides with the
start of a fresh year of individual training. \\ e will
then be left with the one squad—the Toulouse—which
has now been formed for about a month.
Lastly, Lieut. F. G. Crozier's time here has finished
and he has already gone prior to sailing to Fast Africa
to be seconded to' the King's African Rifles. He will
be very much missed here and everyone in the district
will be sorrv to lose him. At the same time we extend
a hearty welcome to Lieut. V. Boucher, who will have
arrived to take his place by the time these notes are
in print.
Apart from the above, nothing particularly
important or interesting, save a few days leave for
most of us, has occurred.
Captain Wood lias been spending most of the month
with the manoeuvres at Colchester, where he had
a temporary staff job.
MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell recently brought
our latest joined officer, 2/Lieut. C. T. Kemvard, down
to visit the Depot. Sir Arthur, as we have recently
had occasion to remark, has made it a custom to bring,
newlyjoined officers down to visit the Depot and once
more we must say how much this is appreciated on
both sides.
Other visitors during the month have included four
officers from neighbouring school O.T.C.'s, who have
been undergoing a fortnight's course. Colonel Bradley
Dyne spent a weekend here while playing golf at
Herue Bay and Colonel Eaton has been staying for
a week to look up old friends in the district
Lieut
K. M. C. Mallam is now on leave from East Africa and
also paid us a visit.
,
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Football.
We have entered this Season for the Eastern Section
of the Kent Amateur League. This League comprises
some very good Clubs, such as Deal Town, Margate
Amateurs, Ramsgate, St. Luke's, etc. There was
a little pessimism in some quarters with regard to our
prospects and some criticism as regards choice of team.
However, we commenced the first game of the Season
at Margate, 15th September, where we met the Margate
Amateurs on, the Dreamland Park ground. The game
was a scrappy one, perhaps because both sides could
not get into their stride or because of the very bad
state of the ground, which was so bad as to cause the
Referee to order the ground to be cleared before
another game was played on it. We won this match,
8—4. Though the score belies it, there was some
occasional brilliant football and some really good
individual efforts. We have some excellent talent
amongst the Recruits, Fox, Chandler, Allen, Sullivan
and Mangleshot being outstanding.
The team against Margate formed up as follows :
Sgt. A. Smith (Capt.) ; Sgt. A. Gibson and L/S. Payne ;
Pte. Stuart, Pte. Brookes and Rect. Fox; Sgt. A.
Burvill, Pte. S. Ashton, Ret. Chandler, Sgt. V. Tutt
and Cpl. Bailey. The goal getters were : Cpl. Bailey
(5), Pte. Ashon (2), Ret. Chandler (1).
The second game in this League was played on our
ground on September 22nd against Ramsgate, St.
Luke's. The game was well played and resulted in
a win for Ramsgate, 4—1. The unfortunate part about
this game was that Sgt. Smith, our " Canary
Custodian " should not really have turned out as he
was badly crocked at Margate the week previously.
Two goals at least, had Smith been fit, would never had
found the net. We seemed dogged by bad luck during
this game. We chose what little wind there was to
help us; after the half time interval the wind
developed into a small gale so we really lost on the deal
of choice of ends.
We meet Deal Town on 29th September away and
we have high hopes of putting on a couple more points.
The following are results of minor Depot games:
Sept. 21. Trained Men v. Recruits.
(5)
(2)
24. Trained Men v. The Rest.

Sergeants' Mess.
During Depot Cricket Week the members of the
Sergeants' Mess once again welcomed the opportunity
of being " At Home " to our numerous friends, a large
number of whom attended.
Messrs. Long and Co. of the Savoy Cafe had the
catering arrangements in hand on the opening day and
served a very excellent tea.
We were pleased to see so many old comrades, to
all of whom we extend a real welcome at all times.
Almost all the members of the Mess found
themselves busily employed either taking part in the
cricket, helping the band to keep up its good reputation
or entertaining in other directions.
Immediately after the cricket match the 4th Batt.
Corps of Drums beat Retreat, which was carried out in a
very creditable manner and a real pleasure to watch.
The Concert on the evening of 19th August proved
most entertaining and Sgt. Rowe is to be congratulated
on collecting such a fine lot of artistes, whom we
gratefully thank for their services.

On Sunday, 20th August, our Mess was in great
demand indeed, and we were able to provide lunch for
a good number of the ladies who had come along with
those attending the march and memorial service at the.
Cathedral, whilst the men themselves were being
catered for at the Drill Shed prior to their adjourning
to the Mess where it usually takes old soldiers a long
time to talk over old times.
During the afternoon the London charabancs left
on their return journey,. but those from Chatham,
Dover, Folkestone, Ashford, Gillingham, The Weald
and several other places in Kent where old Buffs reside,
remained until later in the day.
Quite a good number attended the Cricket Match
on the following two days, whilst the Dance held on the
Monday evening was a great success, in connection with
which the committee deserve our thanks.
We have to heartily congratulate C.S.M. Instr.
Fletcher, A.P.T.S., on his promotion to warrant rank
and also Sgt. Harvey on his promotion.
Corporals' Mess.
Owing to our Dragon Correspondent being on leave, I have taken
up the pen to attempt his work/so let me off light if the notes are not
up to the standard of the regular Correspondent.
There is not much excitement in the Mess at present owing to some
of the members being on leave, such as Salsbury (A.B. N.A.A.F.I.),
Drury (Swede), Hollands (Maggie) and McBride (Jock).
We started our football season in a disastrous fashion, our only
match up to the present being versus The Trained Men. This game
ended in our defeat to the tune of 46, but we must of course cover our
selves as much as possible. The majority of the team were danker
Internationals, lately transferred from the " Marble" Section. I
will mention a few names and then you can judge for yourselves :—
Goalkeeper: Joe, tried but happy: Rightback: Walrus, fancying
himself on his twostroke instead of a football pitch; Centrehalf:
Trinky mistook the Ball for a medicine bag, so I ask you, why and how
did we lose the opening match ? Look out, the Trained Men, for the
return again, as you will need a Cribbage Board.
Three of our worthy members are now, no doubt, just getting
settled down in their old home again, i.e., the 2nd Battalion. We
miss you, you trio, but we all would like to know what Divisional
Training is like, good for the feet, wc believe.
The Depot football team will be going great guns this season. They
have entered the Kent Amateur League (Eastern Section) and should
do well. The first match was with Margate Amateurs (away) and the
result will no doubt be on another page. The Mess have a few repre
sentatives so we are doing our bit towards helping the Depot win the
League, or at least, having a good position in it. Well done, the Depot.
W.J.G.B.

THINGS WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW.
Will George enjoy his Continental holiday ? We wonder ! (Folke
stone).
Who is Frank's Village Belle and will he do the deed, i.e., tie the
knot ?
Does Fred still hear from his threeS's ?
Does Donovan still believe in Mascots ? If so, ask Nancy.
How does Joe like collecting wireless s
s?
W.B.

Trained Men's Notes.
As our worthy scribe has adjourned to Shorncliffe for a " rest cure,"
suffering with a swollen or hard neck—I.don't know which it is, I have
been asked to compile these notes during his absence. In fairness to
him, I should like to add that he tried to dodge going into "dock."
Our first football match of the season was played against, the
Corporals, resulting in a win for us. The score was 64 and we are on
the lookout for more scalps.
At present we are in the midst of the leave season and the groans
of those who have just returned are mingling with the giggles of those
who have just obtained leave, causing a continual hum similar to that
which comes from a beehive.
Owing to the shortage of excitement, thisis all the news I can impart
until next month.
T.N.P.

How to get "The Dragon.11
J70R those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription arc
i year <?/-, 6 months 4/-, y months 2j-.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.
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"A" Company.
As the 25th September this year falls on Tuesday,
when the above Company are finding a Guard of
Honour to Colonel Sir Charles Batho, Kt., Lord Mayor
of London town, the usual Church Parade in memory
of the 4th Buffs who fell at the Battle of Waht Arabia,
is not being held, but a wreath was laid at the War
Memorial, St. George's Church, Ramsgate, on Sunday
last by Captain C. S. P. Witts, Lieut. H. D. Rose, Cpl.
F. Hammon and ExPte. Carpenter.
As the Battalion are unable to help us with
a contingent for the Guard of Honour to the Lord
Mayor of London, who is laying the foundation stone
of the new £60,000 hospital at Margate on Tuesday,
the 25th September, all possible has been done to get
the required numbers from "A" Company. It was
suggested that we should hand the duty over to another
unit as "B" Company were unable to help us, but the
Skipper said " No" and the Thanet postmen who
thought the season was over said " Oh " when they
delivered 150 post cards ordering us to parade. These
were followed by another 50 from Lieut. Warner to
Margate Employers. The Mayor of Margate,
Coimcillor E. T. Fasham, is very kindly fuelling and
lubricating all Buffs who attend and the Town Clerk
and his Committee are paying the bus fares of
men from outlying detachments of "A" Company.
We hope to put up a good show, but'we should have
liked a little help.
RAMSGATE PLATOON (CAMEL. EDITOR).—There is
a tea fight for us on Thursday next when Mrs. Witts,
Miss E. Fox, Mrs. Reynolds, Mrs. Barker and Mrs.
Lambert are doing all possible to cater for 40 of us.
Tea will be followed by a silver spoon shoot and whist
drive. Sgt. Ashby has fallen a victim to the marriage
mania and ceased to be a batchelor on the 15th instant.
There is a strong rumour that the Sheik of Eagle Hill
is going to get his moustache cut. We want some more
recruits and regret that the manhood of our town are
not yet physically fit
enough to undertake the
responsibilities of overseas service in the event of war
ana join us.
MARGATE PLATOON

(QUARTERBLOKE EDITOR).—

All busy with the Guard of Honour Parade and doing
our utmost to get every man on parade and admire
the example set us by our Sgt.Major, who is attending
in spite of loss of pay for the day. Old Joe, who is
O/C. Birchington Detachment, has joined the inland
mineral water tribe for some unknown reason and is
seen nightly consuming lemonades in place of the buff
coloured liquid made by Shepherd Neame with which
he formerly moistened his bearings.
We regret to learn that R.Q.M.S. Arnold has gone
to London for an operation, which we hope will be
completely successful and enable him to wear his hat.
We shall miss him on Tuesday.
HERNE BAY (ALSATIAN EDITOR).—Thirtyone
strong and going strong, but oh ! we are so thirsty and
anxiously await the promised opening of the Canteen.
Come on Alsatian ; instead of chewing us up get that
bar going. Eighteen of us are going to the Guard of
Honour Parade at Margate. Thanks to L/Sgt. Boswell
more Dragons have been sold in Herne Bay this month
than ever before.
We congratulate old Uncle Kearney on his
promotion.
We should be much warmer if our Platoon Sergeant
would put some glass in the five windows that have not
got any. Yes please, Marshall!
Lost—Canteen Licence. Anyone returning same to
our Platoon Commander will be liquidly rewarded.

"D" Oompany.
The chief item of importance we have to report this
month is the rifle shooting competition for " The
Emden Trophy." This trophy was presented by the
late Walter Emden, Esq., J.P., for annual competition
between Units of the Territorial Army in Dover. We
are exceptionally glad to be able to report that
this year the Dover Detachment of "D" Company
were successful in winning the Trophy by six points,
the results being as follows :—
«
1. "D" Company, 4th Battalion The Buffs.
2. Cinque Ports (Fortress) Royal Engineers.
3. 168th Heavy Battery R.A.
4. 233rd Field Battery R.A.
We hope to give individual scores in next month's
issue of The Dragon. "D" Company's team was as
follows:—
Sgt. Maskell, Sgt. Mead, Sgt. Rich, Sgt. Gilligan,
Cpl. Abbott, L/Cpl. W. Pascall, Dmr. Cock, Dmr. F.
Pascall.
Throughout the whole of the competition the light
was variable and the wind very gusty, which certainly
made the shoot far from easy, but the secret of the
success of "D" Company's team was due to the calm
way in which they waited for satisfactory light and
wind conditions. Colonel F. G. Hayward, T.D.,
Honorary Colonel, 59th (H.C.) Brigade, Royal
Regiment of Artillery (T.A.) officiated as Umpire,
Lieut. J. Sherwood, 4th The Buffs, as O.C. Firing
Point and the duties of O.C. Butts were in the capable
hands of our esteemed colleague, exC.S.M. Barron.
Mr. Barron is still of great assistance to the Company
and his keenness after over 30 years service is a great
example to the present serving Members of the
Company.
We should like to offer our congratulations to the
undermentioned Members of "D" Company :—
Pte. M. Martin (Folkestone) on his promotion to
Sergeant.
L/Cpl. F. Abbott (Dover) on his promotion to
Corporal.
Pte. R.' W. MorlandHughes (Dover) on his
promotion to LanceCorporal.

1st Cadet Company, The Buffs

T

HE Company's annual camp was held this year
in Betteshanger Park, thanks to the kindness
of Lord Northbourne, from September 4th to 11th.
Only a few Cadets were able to attend as " hopping "
was in full swing, but those present spent a very enjoy
able time. The weather was perfect, rather too hot
for uniform parades, but just right for cricket which
was played on a natural—perhaps too natural—wicket
where bruises were easier to get than runs ! However,
all enjoyed the games in which everybody, including
the officers and cook, took part. We were very
fortunate in having Cpl. C. Field of the Sandwich
Detachment with us for the weekend, and he has
kindly promised to help us when the winter programme
begins. On Sunday morning the Cadets attended
service at Betteshanger Church and in the afternoon
entertained their visitors.
We are now looking forward to our annual
inspection which will be held in October, and it is
hoped that there will be no absentees on that occasion.
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Blinder and Dusty.

FT times in the past, Dusty had groused and
grumbled about stewed mutton—the taters,
which 'ad so many blooming eyes in 'em, that they
could see the orderly asearching the bottom of a dixey
—the butter which was really marg.—the bread ; oh,
the bread ! " Man cannot live on bread alone," a
statement amplified by Dusty : " I shouldn't blinking
well fink so" at the same time tossing a loaf
into the air and letting it fall on to the floor with such
a thud as to shake the basins and tea cans off
the barrack room table. With it all—Dusty sighed for
those good old days of peace time barrack room
soldiering to come again and he would ' grouse no
more.'
The Germans, since he had been a prisoner,
had cured him of that sort of grouse. His ribs, which
were once the envy of the SergeantMajor, could be
seen sticking out of his sides like rungs on a ladder
and he longed—desperately longed, for his Red Cross
packet to arrive. " Six ole weeks a prisoner and no
blooming packet" he would say over and over again.
Only those who have experienced the terrible feeling of
hunger can realize, the awful suffering poor Dusty—and
those with him—were undergoing.
Far better to be raving mad in a lunatic asylum,
or be killed a thousand times on the battlefield than
dfe pf slow starvation in a German prison camp.
Kipling once wrote a poem in which he spoke of—
" Duke's sons—Cook's sons ; son's of a belted earl."
Yes ! all were in the same plight without fear or
favour. The Germans made no exception, be you
General, Lord or Private. Nightly the officer prisoner
of titled social rank would be crawling on his stomach
with Dusty to extract the waste swill from a German
refuse bin. It is true—only too true. Those who
had the misfortune to suffer under German hands after
the big enemy push of March, 1918, will never—no
never, forget the awful experience the longest day they
live.
What answer did the Germans give as they watched
the skeleton forms of the British soldiers gradually
fading away to the death of an ' old' soldier.
You must not blame the Germans " they would
say. " Blame your English Government who are
starving the German people. If there is no food for us
—there is less for you."
Visualise a small loaf of German black bread more
like sawdust, being cut up into ten equal parts
as rations for a similar number of hungry men.
Se them watching with staring eyes the orderly
cutting it up in case one gets a crumb more than
another.
Put a bit more on that one " Dusty would
exclaim. There would nearly bea fight over an
argument as to whether the end crust had more in it
than an ordinary slice. The dinner—oh, the dinner!
The less said about boiled herring served up in
a canteen with the water it was boiled in as craw
the better.  *
"
Every cloud has its silver lining. One day a wagon
came into the camp and the rumour got round—
Packets. It was true, but who were the lucky ones ?
Twentyfive packets of Red Cross food was insufficient
for six hundred hungry men. As the men crowded
round the Germans yelled " Oust—Oust!" When
all was ready, the first name called was ' Dusty' and
up went our hero to receive his packet. As the
Germans opened the parcel poor Dusty^ mouth
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watered for the good feed in store. Of course, some
English spy might be at work, so extra precautions
were taken by our enemy. To ensure 110 contraband
m the way of explosives, compasses, maps, secret
correspondence, etc., each tin was carefully opened
and the contents turned out on to paper and well raked
over. Did it go back into the tins ? Oh no—the
Germans kept the tins for their own use.
The first ' Blighty ' woodbine Dusty smoked nearly
choked him. It was the first for three months. It
upset him to see the smoke fade away into the
atmosphere and if it had been possible to save it he
would have done. Did he throw away his fag ends ?
Not at all. They were saved, and with the aid of a pin
provided another smoke, or couple of draws.
That night it was a case of sharing each other's
sorrows, and sharing each other's joys, as the lucky
recipients of packets from home were entertaining their
less fortunate pals. It was not a great feed amongst
so many skeletons, but it was an enjoyable one. It
was not long, however, before a regular supply began
to arrive, and soon the boys began to gain strength
and feel their feet.
When Dusty was well enough, he turned his
thoughts to escaping. His first adventure took place
somewhere in Baden at a place called Rastatt. Dustv
had been marched to the bath ; when he was stripped
a mop was dipped into a pail containing a slimy
greenish fluid and the German planted Dusty's body all
over with the liquid. Then Dusty was ordered under
the cold water shower, when he had the dreadful
satisfaction of seeing all his hair washed off, leaving him
more bald than the day he was born.
" Gawd lummie ! That's beyond a perishing joke "
he exclaimed. " Lor, if Eliza could see me now she'd
fink I'd come awt of an incubator."
The Germans, thinking everything was O.K. as
Dusty had no clothes, left him for a few moments
unattended, during which time Dusty pinched
a blanket and made tracks for the Swiss frontier. He
got well away and whilst lying in the long grass
observed the Germans seeking his whereabouts. In
fact one passed only a few yards from him.
Marching by night and hiding by day was the
routine. He reached the Black Forest; from the
top of a large tree he could see the frontier—and liberty
—only a few miles distant. That night he would
be safely across by making one long dash. As he
contemplated visions of freedom he spotted multitudes
of young children—it was a school treat.
" Blimey !" exclaimed Dusty. " Summit like this
is bound to 'appen when I'm alooking at Switzerland."
Then he thought of the old time song and started
humming to himself :—
" Only a few more miles to wander,
Only a few more miles to roam."
When the frolicking children began to climb the
tree, Dusty's heart began to beat with a quickened
impulse. He spotted one urchin—he was worse than
that—make the attempt on the very tree in which he
was hiding. Up, up went the climber and getting
nearer to Dusty every second.
" I'll 'it 'im on the blinking nut if 'e comes near
me " said Dusty, under his breath. " No I won't—'ees
only a kid. But 'ees agoing to fall off, the little
blighter is." Just as the boy was about to climb on
to the branch our pal was hiding on, Dusty murmured
within hearing:—
'' Rattlesnakes—rattlesnakes—shshbrbeburah ''
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Off the tree fell the kid, who landed on the ground,
a drop of about twentyfive feet or more. Hearing the
cries of the fallen one, hundreds of screeching, yelling
children at once surrounded the tree and spotting
Dusty, shouted to him to come down, and at the same
time making all sorts of grimaces. The teachers sent
for the soldiers who arrived quickly and ordered Dusty
to terra firma. In making the effort, his blanket got
caught in the branches, so he came down without it,
much to the commotion of the horrified spectators.
Off went Dusty—just as he was—back to the prisoners
camp, where he received three days bread and water.
He was not downhearted and more of his adventures
next month.

J

Pte P. Sindc", "A" (H.B.), 26728; 6283990 Pte. J. Thompson,
«A" (H.B.), 25728 ; 6283994 Pte. H. Field, "A (H.B.), 13828 ;
6283996 Pte. H. App's, "B" (S), 304928 ; 6283995 Pte L. Farley,
"C" (H), 13828 ; 6283997 Pte. G. Webb, B (C), 5928.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

7815468 Pte. M. Martin, "D," promoted Sergeant to complete
establishment, w/e from 1928.
,
6335511 L/Cpl. F. Abbott, "D," promoted Corporal, w/e from

11—9—28
6282644 Pte. P. Kearney, "A," appointed Unpaid L/Cpl., w/e from
11928
'

6283J71 Pte. R. MorelandHughes, "D," appointed Paid L/Cpl.,

W/%28l98(i

Pte.8*G. Claw, "D" ; 6283952 Pte. J. Cock, "D," and
6283954 Pte. S. Pollard, "D," appointed Bandsmen to complete estaD
lishment, w/e from 11928.
. x ^
6281343 Pte. H. Tripp, "D," appionted Drummer to complete
establ shnient, w/e from 11928.
REENGAGEMENTS.

Regimental Gazette.

6280613 Sgt. A. Croucher, "B," reengaged for four years on 1928
w/e from 271028.

Officers.

6280432 Sgt.Dmr. H. Tripp, "D," to be Drum Major vide Army
Orders 139 of 31728.

COMMANDS AND STAFF.

CHANGE OF DESIGNATION.
REENGAGEMENTS.

Bt.Lt.Col. Hon. P. G. Scarlett, M.C., The Buffs, relinquishes his
appointment of G.S.O., 2nd Grade (temp.), N. China Command (Aug.
16tThe

following Sec. Lts. (University Candidates) to be Sec. Lts.
(Sent. 1st), with seniority as stated against their names
THE BUFFS.—C. T. Kenward, from General List, T.A.

,

6281825 Pte. F. Ball, "B," reengaged for one year on 10828
W'C6f280930

'i/Sfft? H. Boswell, "A," reengaged for four years on
7828 w/e from 28129.
„
6282562 Pte. F. Foreman, "B," reengaged for one year on 17828
Ptc.'s. Rigden, "B," reengaged for one year on 10828
w/e from 141028.
'
n Q „fl
6281698 Pte. A. Wood, "B," reengaged for one year on iutwo
W^C6282542

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Recruits K. A. MacLaren, 1781928; E. J Pott, 1881928
A A. Collins, C. E Cowell, 2181928 ; F. Dowse, 1881928 ; G. W
Brooker, 2281928; F. W. Potter, 2481928; H. A. Pattenden
2281928; G. E. Hodgson, 2581928 ; J. E Spelman, 2481928
T. Drury, 3081928; J. Page, 2281928; G. Allen, 2781928
S W Bashford, 2881928; E. Ringsliaw, 2981928 ; G. Chandler
2781928 ; H. H. Barrett, 3081928 ; K. H. Forsyth, 3181928,
G. Robinson, 3181928 ; A. A. Mangelshot, 191928 ; G. E Lovett,
391928.

W^f2813428Sgt?8L.

Ames, "D," reengaged for one year on 28828
w/e from 30828,
_ _
6282519 L/Cpl. F. Hammon, "A," reengaged for one year on 69
28 w/e from 19928.
_ _ „„
6281354 B/Sgt. E Rich, "D," reengaged for one year on 7928
W/C6^281355 L/Cpl. C. Sheaff, "P," reengaged for one* year on 6928
w/e from 7928.
„,
. _ on
6280432 D/Mjr. H. Tripp, "D," reengaged for one year on 5928
w/e from 6928.

POSTINGS.

6282320 Dmr. C. Hudson, posted to Depot for a tour of duty from
2j—0^1928
6282518 Cpl. A. Twinkwon, posted to Depot for a tour of duty from
23 S 1928
6283383 L/Cpl. W. McBride, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion
for a tour of duty from 2881928.
6281811 L/Sgt. R. Watson, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion
for a tour of duty from 308^1928.
6282153 Cpl. H. Dell and 1037656 Cpl. F. Drake, reposted to 2nd
Battalion, 258—1928.
6279333 Dmr. T. Pilcher, reposted to 2nd Battalion, 2281928.
6282972 L/Sgt. L G. C. Chapman, posted to 2nd Battalion on
expiration of tour of duty 30—8—1928.

DISCHARGES.

2388 Bdm. H. Bliss, "D" (D), discharged under para. 1933 T.A.
Re^282870r<Dmr. 8A28Hare,

"D" (D), discharged under Para. 1933
T.A. Regs, w/e from 1828.
_
.

6282472 Pte. W. Mount, "B" (S), discharged on Termination of
Eneaeement w/e from 30728.
_
..
6282471 Pte. A. Wingrave, "D" (D), discharged on Termination
of Engagement w/efrom 27628.
.
_
. . .
,
6281284 Pte. J. Bennett, "D" (D), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 7828.
6282834 Pte. A. Chaffey, "A" (S), 6280598 Pte. A. Crump A
(M), 6283453 Pte. A. Heath, "C" (T), discharged under Para. 1936
M^'7TfgPtr^pfr^gbmL~2B" (C), discharged under Para. 1933

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

2647978 Sgt.Instr. T. L. Fletcher (A.P.T.S.), promoted W.O.II.
and appointed C.S.M.I. (P.T.) with effect from 191928.
6281824 L/Sgt. A. Harvey, promoted Sergeant with effect from
1381928.
DISCHARGES.

6283758 Pte. A. Price, 6283768 Pte. E. Ashman, 6283783 Pte. R.
Tarrant, discharged under King's Regulations, Para. 370 (vi) (6), 178
1928
6283805 Pte. S. Foster, discharged under King's Regulations,
Para. 370 (vi) (a) 1781928.

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.

The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion, are
»girpn on the strength and posted to companies as shown :—
6283981 Pte. H. Barlow, "A" (H.B.), 29628 ; 6283983 Pte. C.
Furlong, "D" (D), 6728; 6283978 Pte. E Gandy, "C" (H), 27 628
7815468 Pte. M. Martin, "D" (F), 5728; 6283979 Pte. E. Peake
"B" (S]
6283982
Thorn '~ir~ lUJ,
o«naio rit. ii. "Wj "
f—/—.iu ,
6283980 Pte. W. Whorlow, "B" (W), 28628; 6283991 Pte. A.
Barnes, "A" (H.B.), 26728; 6283986 Pte. G. Claw, "D" (D), 167
28  6283989 Pte. R. Cox, "A" (H.B.), 24628; 6283992 Pte. R.
Mount. "A" (H.B.), 26728 ; 6283988 Pte. J. Moyse, "A" (H.B.),
24—7—28 : 6283987 Pte. B. Slnden, "A" (H.B.), 24728 ; 6283993

T A6339083Wptef'°R!

Prince, "C" (C), discharged on Termination of

(W), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 21828.
'
, _
_ c
6280525 Cpl. J. Taylor, "C" (C), discharged under Para. 1936
(<l)

^SsTpte. ^Deverson, "A" (M), discharged under Para. 1933

W^6f283645 9pte.
W/^2l83693

W. Giggle, "C" (C), discharged under Para. 1933

Ptcf H.

George, "B" (W), discharged having joined Regular
Army (R. Corps of Signals) w/e from20828."
6281325 Pte. H. Hamlin, "C" (C), discharged under Para. 1933
T A62R2587^L/Cph^.1Chambers,

"D" (D), discharged on Termination
m. dtedunrea <» Tcrmta.Uo» o(

T'aS^D" (D), dfectawd on Tgml^Uon »(

(F|. 6248023
"C" fC) 6281076 Col F. Holland, "D" (P), 6281153 Pte. J. Marchant,
"D" (F), 6278943 Pte. F. iSarsh.''P" (F) and 6281343 Pte. T Wake
field, "D" (D), discharged under Para. 1932 T.A. Reg9. w/e from
10—9—128
6282856 Pte. S. May, "A" (S), discharged under Para. 1936 (a)
6282515 Pte. P. Williams, "A" (R)» discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 9928.
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Dear Colonel Findlay,
On my return from my holiday I heard of the very
generous action which the Past and Present Association
of the Buffs had taken in connection with the Warriors'
Chapel. You have already been thanked by the Vice
Dean, Canon Gardiner, on the occasion of your Service.
But I should like just to add this personal line to say
how very deeply I appreciate the generosity of the
Buffs and how grateful we all feel for this fresh evidence
of the friendship which the Buffs feel for Canterbury
Cathedral.
Yours very sincerely,
G. K. A. BELL.

Personalia.

ATEST news . from Cannes, regarding
General Sir Arthur Paget's health, is
not as satisfactory as we should like. Sir
Arthur is confined to his bed with an obstinate
attack of sciatica. All our readers will wish
him a speedy recovery.

There were no speeches. Telegrams convey
ing good wishes were received from the Ashford,
Thanet and Ramsgate Branches.
188 sat down to dinner. This is not so
many as last year, which is disappointing,
particularly as the membership of the
Association has increased by hundreds since
then.

General Sir Guy Bainbridge was in the
Chair at the Past and Present Association
Dinner, which was held at the Cannon Street.
Hotel on 20th of last month.

A further donation of £50 has been sent to
The Dean, bringing the total amount now
handed over in connection with the Warriors'
Chapel Endowment Fund, to £2100.

L
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We were very glad indeed to see General
Whitacre Allen at the Golf meeting. He was
looking wonderfully fit and stnck ont the
weather conditions as well as anyone.
Colonel A. G. Trollope was present at the
Past and Present Association dinner on the
20th ultimo. We had not seen him for nearly
thirty years; South Africa appears to have
dealt kindly with him.
We congratulate Tieut.Col. Bradley Dyne
on winning the Captain's prize at Knole Park.
His handicap has, in consequence, been
reduced to eight.
Our heartiest congratulations to Tieut.Col.
Crookenden on winning the Paget Cup and to
Captain Goodall on winning the TyndenBell
trophy.

We congratulate Mr. G. C. Robson on his
victory and fine play when representing the
M.C.C. at Squash Racquets versus Prince's
last month in the InterClub Squash Rackets
Tournament for the Bath Club Cup.
We hear cheery news of Mr. Tister. He
arrived, early in October, at his Battalion
Headquarters at Kaduna " after a year's bliss
in the bush " at Zuru.
He and Captain Rice are sailing for home
from Tagos on the 16th November.
We are interested to hear that Mr. Tister
is thinking of taking up serious boxing again
when he arrives home.

We are very glad to hear that Tieut.Col.
Scarlett is very much improved in health.
He is shortly taking up an appointment
on the Staff Duties Directorate at the War
Office. Those who know the War Office will
realise that he* is in for a stiff job when we say
he has been appointed to S D 2.

We have recently had a cheery letter from
Mr. FearnsideSpeed from Zaria, enclosing
a very welcome donation to the Warriors'
Chapel Endowment Fund.
His letter
terminates as follows :—
" Rather a curious coincidence—my native
C.S.M. has served under seven Buff officers,
starting with General MacDouall in 1912."

We congratulate the 1st Battalion Associa
tion team on their fine performance in the
competition for the Durand Cup and on
winning the Wazirali Cup.

We congratulate Mr. H. B. Vertue on his
engagement to Miss Jean Stirling Read
Campbell of Mallaig, Invernessshire.

The 1st Battalion goes to Delhi on the 9th
November for six weeks training: their new
Brigade Commander is Brigadier R. F. Solly
Flood..
We congratulate Major TyldenPattenson
on the admirable speech he made at the
meeting of the Weald Branch on the 10th
October.
Major E. and Mrs. Gould passed through
Monaco in the middle of October on their
return journey from their summer holiday in
the Alps to their home at Ciboure.
Major Gould writes : " I, who never had
the reputation for taking strenuous exercise,
would have surprised a good many who knew
me in the old days if they had seen us setting
off at 2 a.m. by car and then by mule to reach
the starting point for real mountain ascents."
We congratulate Captain R. W. M. and
Mrs. Webster on the birth of their daughter
at Ranikhet on October 16th.

We offer our best wishes to Mr. Rickards,
(who, we are sorry to say has recently left the
4th Battalion), and to Miss Mary Aileen
Burnside on their approaching marriage
which takes place at the Chapel of St.
Edmund's School, Canterbury, on 10th
November.
As regards the reference in our last number
to the training of the Band of the
2/3rd Gurkhas by the 1st Battalion, we must
apologise to Mr. W. H. Tozer for not giving
him credit for the great part he played in
training the Gurkha Band. Mr. Tozer was
known throughout India as one of the finest
Clarionet players in the country and it is no
doubt due to his efforts that the ' reed ' section
of the present 2/3rd Gurkha Band is so excellent.
In addition to being a brilliant musician, Mr.
Tozer had another qualification for training
a Gurkha Band. He had an aptitude for
picking up language and he very soon acquired
a working knowledge of Gurkhali—by no
means an easy language to' learn.

THE DRAGON
Talking of the 1st Battalion Band in the
old days in India we are reminded of an incident
which occurred when the Battalion was
stationed at Dum Dum, where the bullets
come from. In those days The Dragon was
run by the 1st Battalion and was dependent
for news from the 2nd Battalion and the
Depot, etc., on the kindness of various
correspondents who might or might not catch
the mail. Copy for The Dragon was often
short. Further, the Editor was constantly
changing. Many an officer looked at Battalion
Orders and found to his surprise and dismay
that he was appointed Editor of The Dragon
for the next three months.
A certain officer found himself detailed in
Orders to edit The Dragon. It was in the
middle of the hot weather. News was very
scarce. There was, in fact, nothing to write
about except the croaking of the frogs and the
irritating notes of the brain fever bird. But
he was an officer of resource and it occurred
to him that he might get some ' copy ' out of
the Band. There had been a Regimental
Concert at which the Band, incidentally,
had played up to its best traditions. Tozer
and Micky Roach surpassed themselves;
Featherstone and Pinchin Edwards did
marvels on the cornet and euphonium
respectively, whilst Wilson on the oboe was
a treat for the gods. But our newly fledged
Editor, in his thirst for copy, saw his
opportunity. He wrote a letter to The
Dragon, signed ' Disgusted,' criticising the
playing of every instrument in the Band.
Naturally, nearly every member of the Band
replied next month and a correspondence
started which filled the pages of The Dragon
for many months.
Those of the Second Battalion who served
in Wellington, India, 191214, will no doubt
be interested to learn that Mr. Everard, the
R.E. foreman of Works, is now serving at
Shahjahanpur, some fifty
odd miles from
Bareilly. He retires in March next at the
ripe age of 60. When asked what
happened to him since those days, he related
his experience of being a Prisoner of War,
captured at KutelAmara. The thought of
being driven a thousand miles at the point of
a whip and sword made one shudder. He
mentioned, however, that the casualties were
chiefly amongst the younger soldiers.
He wishes to be remembered to Birrell,
Ernie Smith and Charley Hewitt, and any
other members of the Sergeants' Mess of those
days. By the way, he still wears gaiters, an
article of kit he was always dressed in.
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Births and Deaths.
Webster.—On

BIRTH.

October 16th, 1928, at
Ranikhet, India, to Olive, wife of Captain
R. Milward Webster, The Buffs, a
daughter.

DEATHS.
Blaydes.—On September 22nd, 1928, at his
residence, Penrith, N.S.W., Australia,
Tieut.Col. Harry Seymour Blaydes (late
The Buffs).
Dennis.—6278366 Sgt. Dennis, 1st Battalion
The Buffs, died in hospital at Calcutta,
7th October, 1928, from acute appendicitis.

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" The Men of Harlech."
" The China Dragon."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The Sprig of Shillelagh."
" The Bugle."
" The Gunner."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" British Legion Journal."
" On The March."
" The Snapper."
" The Ypres Times."
" Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Co."
" The London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" The Iron Duke."
" Cabar Feidh."
" The Tiger and The Sphinx."
" The Sapper."
" Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps."
" Hampshire Regimental Journal."

Railway Concessions for the Army.
The Railway Companies of Great Britian and the
Irish Free State have agreed to a number of new
concessions for Regular Army personnel in connection
with journeys on leave or furlough. These concessions
are as follows :—
(a) the waiving of the wearing of uniform
as a condition of the grant of cheap tickets; (6) an
extension of the existing concession to apply
to journeys to all stations in the Irish Free State ; (e)
an extension from two to three months of the period
of availability of the return portion of cheap tickets
issued to personnel stationed at home ; (d) the grant
of more than one cheap ticket to officers in respect of
any one complete period of leave ; (e) the extension
of the concession for serving regular officers to their
families ; and (/) the extension of the concession for
soldiers and barrack wardens and their families to paid
pensioner recruiters and their families.
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R.M.C. Sandhurst.

I

NEW READING ROOMS.

N response to an appeal from the Commandant,
two coloured prints and two copies of the
Historical Records of the Buffs have been presented
to the Royal Military College, Sandhurst.
The correspondence between General Sir Arthur
Paget and the Commandant is given below.
Dear General Girdwood,
I am having sent to you, for the two new reading
rooms, a coloured print of the Battle of the Pyrenees
and one of Vittoria. The names of both these battles
occur on the colours of my regiment.
You will receive, too, at the same time two copies
of the Historical Records of the Buffs, 1572 to 1704,
presented by Captain C. R. B. Knight (the son of the
author) ; and two copies of the volume dealing with
the Great War, presented by the regiment.
I regret to say that there is at present no volume
dealing with the intervening period.
Very truly yours,
ARTHUR PAGET,

Colonel of the Buffs.
MajorGeneral E. S. Girdwood, C.B., C.M.G.,
Commandant Royal Military College,
Sandhurst.
15/A October, 1928.
My dear General,
I have received the two prints that you have so
kindly presented to the two new reading rooms at
Sandhurst, and also two copies of the Historical
Records of the Buffs (1572 to 1704) presented by
Captain C. R. B. Knight, and two copies of the volume
dealing with the Great War, presented by the
Regiment.
Thank you very much for your most generous gift;
the prints are excellent and will look exceedingly well
in the Reading Rooms.
Will you also express to the Regiment and to
Captain Knight our gratitude to them for their kindness
in presenting us with the histories ?
We shall much appreciate having your Regimental
Histories in the Reading Rooms, and you can rest
assured that any Cadets who aspire to join your
Regiment will be encouraged to study its history while
at the College.
With renewed thanks for your kindness and for all
your help in the matter.
Yours very sincerely,
ERIC GIRDWOOD,

MajorGeneral, General Staff,
Commandant, Royal Military College.
General Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur H. Paget,
G.C.B., K.C.V.O.,
Villa Valbelle, Chemin de Benefiat,
Cannes, Alpes Maritimes,
France.
Army Signalling Instructors' Oourse.
The next regimental signalling instructors' course
for officers and noncommissioned officers will begin
at the School of Signals, Catterick Camp, Richmond,
Yorkshire, on 3rd January, 1929. The provisional
allotment of vacancies to commands and districts
gives 20 to officers and 60 to noncommissioned officers.

Matters of Interest.
TERRITORIAL ARMY.

Attendance at Annual Training Camps.
Provisional returns from the various Divisions of
the Territorial Army show that the attendance at the
Annual Training Camps this year was well maintained
as compared with that of past seasons. 5,380 officers
and 98,774 other ranks went to Camp for the full 15
days ; 462 officers and 18,520 other ranks for periods
ranging from 8 days to 14 days ; and 40 officers and
155 other ranks for shorter periods. This gave.a total
attendance. of 5,882 officers and 117,449 other ranks,
or a percentage of 87*6 of the strength of units at the
end of each Camp, compared with 86*6 per cent, last
year.
PROMOTION EXAMINATION.

We have seen the papers set at the recent promotion
examination and, if we may be permitted to say so,
we think they were extremely good and practical. For
example in the Subalterns' paper on Organization and
Regimental Duties in Peace one question was:
" Your unit has recently been presented with
a trophy for competition annually within the unit.
(a) Discuss whether the competition should be
confined to events of a nonmilitary nature;
(b) Enumerate the different events, military or non
military, which you suggest for inclusion in the
competition, stating broadly the principles
which would guide you in the marking of the
events."
Another question in this paper was:—
" How do you consider full value can be obtained
from regimental alliances ?"
The Subalterns' Tactical paper struck us as being
a particularly good one and incidentally dealt with the
operations of "C" Company, 2nd Battalion, The Buffs.
We wonder who the examiner was.
WORK FOR DISCHARGED SOLDIERS.

In September 185 soldiers completed courses of
training at Hounslow, Aldershot and Chisledon
Vocational Training Centres and were formally
discharged from the Army on the termination of their
Colour Service. Of this number 126 obtained
immediate employment in civil life, some going to
private service and positions of trust, some to brick
laying, carpentry, plastering, painting and decorating,
and others to fitting and turning, plumbing, motor
and electrical work, and other forms of employment.
TERRITORIAL ARMY OFFICERS.

Examination for Certificate "A," O.T.C.
An examination for Certificate " A," Part .
II. (written), Officers' Training Corps, will take place
on Tuesday, 13th November next. Officers of the
Territorial Army who may be desirous of attending
this examination must qualify in Part I. (practical)
before being eligible to sit for the written part.
An officer who wishes his Certificate "A" for one
branch of the service to be converted to a certificate
applicable to another branch will not be eligible to sit
for the second paper of Part II. (written) unless he has
passed Part I. (practical) of the examination for the
branch of the service to which he wishes his certificate
to apply.
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Battles of

the

Buffs.

No. 31.
NIVELEE.

10TH NOVEMBER, 1813.

A

FTER the battles of the Pyrenees the
army had remained in those mountains
looking down on to the fertile plains of France.
It was a time of great suffering : their great
coats had not arrived owing to a naval delay ;
the rain fell in torrents, and they were soaked
and shivering. Within four months 1,200
English, Germans and Spaniards deserted to
the enemy. The Portuguese deserted in equal
numbers—but they invariably went home.
To remain for the winter in the present
positions was clearly impossible and the
frontier fortresses having fallen Wellington
decided on an advance. During this period
Soult had been preparing a great defensive
system which consisted of two strong positions
crossing and recrossing the river Nivelle. The
first had its left on Mount Mondarin and
stretched across the river to Sarre and across
the marshy interval to Urogne and the sea.
The second had its left in front of Espelette,
crossing the river at Amotz and again at
Ascain before reaching the sea at St. Jean
de Euz. Both were entrenched and strongly

fortified with redoubts, but the whole position
was too extensive for the troops available to
occupy it: whereas Wellington could muster
some ninety thousand attackers, Soult could
not count on more than sixty thousand to
hold the defences.
Rain and snow delayed the attack, but on
the night of the 9th November, 1813, and in
the early morning of the 10th, the army moved
forward to the assault.
Wellington had
decided that the right and left flanks of the
French position were too strong to be attacked
successfully. But he thought that by moving
forward from Roncesvalles) where the Buffs
had been stationed) and crossing the Nivelle
near Ainhoa he would be able to break through
the first
line. Then by moving down the
right bank of the river he hoped to be able
to cut off the whole of Soult's right flank from
Bayonne. To do this, however, it would be
necessary to prevent Soult from bringing up
any reinforcements to the threatened point
from other parts of the line. The whole line
would therefore have to be attacked.
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At dawn on the 10th November the
columns moved forward. General Hill had
under him the 2nd Division, and with them
the Buffs, and was given the task of advancing
from [Maya, threatening the heights of
Mondarin, capturing Ainhoa and assaulting
the entrenchments between that place and
Amotz. On his left Beresford was to advance
from Echallar and join hands with him at
Amotz. Further to the left came more troops
and the famous Eight Division, and near the
sea General Hope was to keep the French
right division engaged. All came out as
planned: the 2nd Division carried the
village of Ainhoa and the ridge to the east
and then with the 6th Division converged
on the second line beyond; the defenders of
the redoubts, shaken no doubt by the sight of
Beresford carrying the bridge at Amotz at
the point of the bayonet, allowed their position
to be stormed and were themselves pushed
out; the French centre had been pierced
and only the three redoubts between Amotz
and Ascain still remained. Night was by now
faffing and Soult himself had hurried to Ascain
with all the troops he could collect.
Wellington therefore halted on the position
he had gained. Throughout the day Hope
had carried out his task on the extreme left,
and on the right some Spaniards had contained
Foy's division shewn on the map as on the
extreme left of the French position.
Next morning the Allies again advanced.
The French during the night had abandoned
St. Jean de Euz and had fallen back, and the
Allies reached a position from Cambo on the
river Nive to the sea near Bidart. In
a remarkably short space a really strong
French position, on which Soult had spent
three to four months' hard work, had been
captured and at last the Peninsular veterans
had succeeded in carrying the war into France.
Their casualties had amounted to 2,700 killed,
wounded and missing, the wounded including
General Byng, the Buffs' brigade commander.
The French casualties totalled over 4,200.
The Buffs lost three men killed and one officer,
one sergeant and seven men wounded.
This battle is considered one of the master
pieces of Eord Wellington. He had brought
up his columns through exceptionally difficult
country with masterly skiff and secrecy. He
succeeded in massing overwhelming numbers
at the crucial points. Hill with his 20,000
men had assaulted 5,000; Beresford with
24,000 had found 10,000 in the positions he
had before him; further west 8,000 had
converged on 3,000. On the other hand in
the less important parts of the battle front

Hope with 19,000 had engaged the attentions
throughout the day of a force of 25,000 while
on the extreme east 6,000 indifferent Spanish
troops had contained double that number
under Foy and Abbe. Before this it had been
said that the British soldier could only fight
on the defensive, but on the 10th November,
1813, it was proved otherwise and the Buffs
may well be proud to have fought under such
an outstanding commander and in such a
glorious victory.
E.F.H.
Records of Other Regiments—continued from p. 347.
The H.A.C. supplied many men to the City Imperial
Volunteers and other units during the Boer War. In
1914 the corps consisted of two Horse Artillery
Batteries, an Infantry Battalion, and a Veteran
Reserve composed of members who had served not less
than eight years. The Artillery were dressed in a
similar manner to the Royal Horse Artillery of the
Regular Army, wearing the usual R.A. cap badge
(a gun) with their own motto " Arma Pacis Fulcra "
(Arms the supports of peace) ; the Infantry uniform
was modelled on that of the Grenadier Guards, their
cap badge being a flaming grenade, with the regimental
monogram on the ball.
Before the close of the Great War, six batteries of
R.H.A., one R.G.A. Siege Battery and three Infantry
battalions had been raised by the H.A.C. The 1st
H.A.C. Infantry went to France in September, 1914,
and served on the Western Front until after the
Armistice, when they went to Cologne. Two officers
of this battalion (Lieutenants R. L. Haine and A. O.
(Pollard) won the V.C. in 1917. The 2nd H.A.C.
Infantry landed in France in October, 1916. After
seeing heavy fighting at Beaumont Hamel, Bullecourt
and Passchendaele Ridge, they were transferred to the
Italian Front, where they remained until the end of
the war. The Artillery batteries served in France,
Egypt, Palestine and Aden. Over four thousand
members of the H.A.C. received commissions during
the Great War. It is the custom for all officers of the
H.A.C. to serve for a period in the ranks before being
commissioned.
Ten of the thirtyeight Battle Honours won by the
Battalions and batteries of the H.A.C. appear on the
King's Colour, this being the only known case in the
British Army where Battle Honours won by artillery
men are borne on the Colours. The Regimental Colour,
which is of blue silk, bears the ancient coat of arms
of the H.A.C., with a musketeer and a pikeman as
supporters.
*
R. MAURICE HILL.

Note.
The Annual Jumble Sale, in aid of the Past
and Present Association, will be held at Canter
bury in November. The Secretary of the
Association would be most grateful for any
things which readers can spare for this Sale.
Parcels should be addressed to the Secretary,
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Depot,
Canterbury.
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Other Regiments.
No. XLIII.

THE HONOURABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY.
BATTLE HONOURS.

Borne on the King's Colour:—" South Africa,
190002," " Ypres, 191517," " Somme, 191618,"
" Ancre, 1916," " Arras, 191718," " Bullecourt,"
" Passchendaele," " Prance and Flanders, 191418,"
" Vittorio Veneto," "Gaza," "Jerusalem."
*

*

*

*

The Honourable Artillery Company, on whose
parade ground at Finsbury the presentation of new
Colours to the 2nd Buffs recently took place, has
a longer history than any other Territorial unit.
As is well known, the H.A.C., like The Buffs, claim
descent from the Trained Bands of the City of London,
the exact date of whose formation is lost in the mists
of antiquity. So far back in ^history as 1087, when
the throne of England was occupied by William Rufus,
" The Red King " whose reign closed so tragically in
the New Forest, we read that " certain of the better
class of citizens banded themselves together as an
Armed Company in order the better to protect the
merchants of London from the numbers of robbers who
infested the City" ; these may be regarded as the
early representatives of the London Trained Bands.
In 1537, King Henry VIII granted a Charter to
" the Guild or Fraternity of Saint George," a society
which existed for the encouragement of " the science
of artillery," which, in the older sense of the word,
included " Longbowes, Crossbowes, and Handgonnes."
This guild, which bore some resemblance to a modern
Territorial unit, in so far as it consisted of merchants
and other civilians who devoted part of their time to
learning " the Feat of Shootinge " (as it is called in
a Proclamation issued by the Lord Mayor of London
in 1557), formed the nucleus from which the H.A.C.
of the present day has gradually developed.
At the time of the Spanish Armada, 1588, it is
recorded that several members of " the Artillery
Company"—an alternative title which was then
beginning to be used—were appointed officers in charge
of the levies mustered to defend England against the
threatened Spanish invasion. This is the first, but by
no means the last, occasion when we find the H.A.C.
acting as an Officers' Training Corps. For many years
all the officers of the London Trained Bands had to be
trained by the H.A.C. Incidentally it may be
mentioned that the H.A.C. and The Buffs are the only
two units of the Army which have been in existence
ever since the days of " Good Queen Bess."
With regard to the title of the regiment, this
underwent innumerable variations during the first
century and a half of its existence. In a book
" London's Artillery," published by one Robert
Nicholls in 1616, he explains that they are " generally
so called by the ignorant vulgar, and the French word
' Infantrie ' would be scarce intelligible to the common
reader."
Phillip Skippon, who was appointed Captain of the
Company and Commander of the City Forces in 1639,
forms a connecting link between the H.A.C. and The
Buffs, for he had seen much hard fighting in the ranks
of the English troops serving in the Netherlands.
During the Civil War Skippon rose to high command
in the Parliamentarian forces.

In 1768 the Corporation requested the Company to
furnish Guards and Escorts for His Majesty the King
of Denmark when he visited London. Since then
the H.A.C. have found a Guard of Honour for every
foreign monarch who has visited the Metropolis, the
last occasion being the visit of King Ainannullah of
Afghanistan, a few months ago.
Until 1779 the H.A.C. continued to train officers
for the City Trained Bands, to parade on Lord Mayor's
Day and other ceremonial occasions, also to suppress
riots from time to time. In that year there was
trouble between the Court of Assistants (the title
borne by the " management committee " of the H.A.C.)
and the Corporation of London which led to a severance
of its connection with the City Fathers and the Trained
Bands.
The year 1780 is a memorable one in the annals
of the Honourable Artillery Company, for it was in
June of this year that they played a prominent part
in the suppression of the " No Popery Riots," when
a mob, one hundred thousand strong, led by a crazy
Scottish nobleman, started looting the houses of
Roman Catholics, and ended by attacking the Bank
of England and the Tower of London. Those who
would learn more of this interesting period—the only
time in history when London has ever been at the
mercy of a revolutionary mob—are recommended to
read the novel " Barnaby Rudge " by Charles Dickens.
Two brass field guns were presented by the Lord Mayor
to the H.A.C. " for their signal services in suppressing
the dangerous riots in the month of June, 1780 " ; so
they became artillerymen in fact as well as in name.
The formation of the artillery section of the H.A.C.
is important as being the first instance of field guns
being entrusted to a volunteer corps.
In 1782 arrangements were made for detachments
of the H.A.C. to attend at all fires, " to secure
the Unfortunate from the Depredations of the Rabble."
In the same year, parties of them patrolled the roads
around the metropolis from time to time, and were
instrumental in arresting several murderers, high
waymen, footpads, and other undesirable persons.
They also captured several " idle young fellows," who
were handed oyer to the naval pressgang. One way
of solving an unemployment problem !
In 1798 the Artillery Division of the H.A.C. were
granted the right to wear the Ordnance Arms on their
buttons, a distinction they still retain.
During the Napoleonic Wars volunteer corps
abounded in every part of the United Kingdom, but
after Waterloo they were all disbanded; the H.A.C.
and a few Yeomanry corps being the only citizen
soldiers until the revival of the Volunteer Force in
1759.
In 1830, by command of King William III, the
Infantry of the H.A.C., who had worn scarlet with blue
facings, since 1781, adopted a uniform similar to, that
of the Grenadier Guards, except that silver lace was
substituted for gold. In 1866 their right to the title
of " The Honourable Artillery Company " was officially
confirmed. Their right to rank immediately after
the Regular Army, and to take precedence over all
other auxiliary units (Militia, Yeomanry or Volunteers)
was. frequently challenged, and invariably confirmed,
during the nineteenth century.
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INUTES of the 82nd meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at the
Naval and Military Club, London, on Saturday, 20th
October, 1928, at 12 noon.

Present:
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge, K.C.B. (in the
Chair).
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Lieut.Colonels R. E. Power, D.S.O., and J.
Crookenden, D.S.O.
Majors F. W. Tomlinson and C. S. Field, O.B.E.
Captain C. J. Wood, M.C.
MINUTES of the last meeting were approved and
signed.
Regimental Committee.
REGIMENTAL HISTORY.—In connection with the
abbreviated history now nearing completion, authority
was given to Major Tomlinson to call for estimates in
connection with its publication.
OFFICIAL VISIT TO CANADA.—With reference to the
visit of Major H. G. Eady, General Staff, to Canada,
it was decided to accept the War Office suggestion that
this officer should bring to the notice of our Allied
Regiment any matter in which it might be able to assist
us. It was therefore decided to send to the War Office
a copy of this office letter submitted to the Queen's
Own Rifles in September, 1926, on the question of
emigration, with a view to the suggestions contained
therein being carefully considered and, if possible,
agreed to.
COTTAGE HOMES.—With reference to the proposal
that the invested funds of the Cottage Homes should
be transferred to the Charity Commissioners, it was
decided that this proposal should be referred to the
existing Trustees for their views.
Past and Present Association.
PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION DINNER.—It was
decided that in future, the Past and Present Association
dinner should be held annually oh the first Saturday
in October.
FINANCE :—.



(a) Major Tomlinson undertook to enquire as to
whether Mrs. ——, widow of the late Captain
, was at the moment in any serious financial
difficulty; and if not, itwas decided that the
question of a.grant to assist her should be
deferred until a definite reply had been received
from the Bourke Trust, regarding this lady's
case.
(ib) A loan of £9 10s. was approved in the case of
,
to enable him to pay overdue rent and so retain
his home.
(c) With reference to the loan asked for. by
 of
£100 to enable him to purchase a house, the
Committee regretted it could not approve.
id) Regarding the appeal for assistance from Mrs.
,
, widpw of the late ——, the Committee
considered this widow should receive assistance
from the Aldershot Branch of the S.S.F.A.
(e) A grant of £10 was approved in the case of —,
whose father was killed in the Regiment during
the War, in order to permit of this boy's
education at a Technical  College being
continued pending his qualifying for entry
into the R.A.F.

(/) The Committee regretted it was unable to see its
way to granting free motor transport for the
staff of the Depot visiting branch enter
tainments.
BRANCHES.—With reference to the proposal that
a Branch should be started at Hythe, the Committee,
whilst strongly in favour of encouraging branches,
was of opinion that it was unnecessary to establish
a branch at Hythe and another at Folkestone and
decided that the best solution would be for the
formation of a joint branch, titled " The Folkestone
and Hythe Branch."
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING.—TO be held at the
Depot on Saturday, 15th December, at 5 p.m.
DISBURSEMENTS.

During the period 18/9/28 to 18/10/28 the following
disbursements have been made :—
£ s. d.
Sept. 19. Grant
4 0 0
24. Grant
0 10 0
28. Grant
0 2 6
28. Grant
2 0 0
Oct. 2. Loan
4 0 0
2. Grant
1 10 0
5. Grant
2 0 0
6. Grant
1 0 0
6. Grant
1 0 0
8. Grant
0 5 0
8. Grant
2 0 0
8. Grant
1 0 0
8. Grant
3 0 0
12. Grant
2 0 0
15. Giant
0 10 0
16. Grant
1 0 0
NEW MEMBERS.

During the period 18/9/28 to 18/10/28 the following
new members have joined :—
Life Members.—G. C. Whetten, A. W. Twyman,
A. F. Bennett, G. W. Peirce.
Annual Subscribers.—T. W. Davis, J. Benham,
W. Mitchell, R. Deal, H. Barrett, R. Dryland, J. Clark,
E. Oak, J. Knight, W. Durling, J. McNamara, T. J.
Sullivan, G. W. Waller, T. Carter, H. E. Allingham,
W. Fohvell, J. Spriggs, W. Mears, H. Smith, P.
Marshall, A. Hirons, B. H. Sims.
Annual Dinner.
HE Annual Dinner of the Association was held
at the Cannon Street Hotel, at 7 p.m., on 20th
October.
The total number present including some thirty
officers was 188, rather a big falling off from last
year.
It is fully realised that the expenses necessarily
incurred in attending the dinner in London are often
beyond the means of many members, but it is hoped
that when the annual dinner is. held in Kent, the
numbers attending may more than justify the change
of venue.
A list of those attending is appended. It is
regretted that the Regimental numbers have not
been obtained, as this would have those, reading this
account, to ascertain which of their actual friends
were at the reunion.

T

Photo by Fradclle <&- Young, Emerald Street, London.
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A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Morley for his kindness
The menu provided left little to complain of, though
the service, especially as regards liquid refreshment, in in framing "two photographs of the Church Parade at Canterbury.
Mr. A. Watson, Secretary of the Sports Section, was elected on the
the early part of, the .dinner, was inadequate.
General Committee.
There were no. speeches, but the following toasts
The remainder of the evening was spent in harmony with Mr.
Keene as Pianist, Messrs. L/Cpl. King, Sweatman, Hammond, Mac
were drunkH.M. The King, The King of Denmark,
Williams, Cowell and Court rendering songs.
and General tike Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur Paget.
J L.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge, Chairman,
in proposing! /die toast to General Sir Arthpr Paget,
London Branch.
conveyed a tnessage to the meeting and further added,
The usual monthly meeting was held on the 13th October. Captain
much to the regret of all, that since .receiving this ' J. 15.
Enright was in the chair. The members were pleased to welcome
message from' Sir' Arthur, he had heard from Cannes Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E., also Captain and Adjutant E. Foster Hall,
M.C. and R.S.M. Vaughan who brought greetings from the 2nd
that our Colonel was very far, from well.
Battalion.
Telegrams conveying good wishes were read out
MINUTES.—The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Chairman stated he had received a letter
at the meeting and received from the Canterbury,
from General Sir Arthur Lynden Bell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., expressing
Ashford and Thanet Branches.
sincere regret at being unable to be present owing to attending the
.Ashford meetings He had sent the "White Heather" to let the
The following is a list of those present:—
Branch know he never forgets them. The thanks of the members was
Sgt. Adanls, E.  C. Ainge, Atkins, T. Atkinson, accorded General Sir Arthur.
G. H. Austin, A. Allen, H. E. Allingham, V. Boucher,
ANNUAL DINNER.—It was urged on all present to make every
endeavour to be present at the Annual Dinner on October 20th.
Colonel E. B. Burns, MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell,
P. T. G. LyndenBell, MajorGeneral Sir Guy
VISIT TO " MEDWAY " BRANCH.—Members were reminded of the
Bainbridge, Lt.Colonel M. Beevor, E. Bush, T. Bush,
visit to the above Branch on November 24th next. Latest date for
W. Barnett,' H. Blackman, A. Burville, Burgess, P. booking seats will be the November meeting night. Charabanc fare :
41 return.
Bowyer, Ba?:,; Blacker, 'Capt. A. Barton, A. W. Bailer,
MEMBERSHIP CARDS.—The membership card and Branch Diary is
E A. Bailie,) Blackman, E. L. Bolton, H. T. Burt,
now ready for issue to all who have paid their subscription for 1929.
B. Barnes, A.F. Bennett, H. E. Barham, W. Brookes,
It is hoped all members will pay next year's subscription early so as
W. E. Browne, Capt. L. Causton, N. Clarke, Capt. to be in possession of the card.
E. A. Carter,' G. H. Coley, Cork, G. Cooper, A. H.
SHOOTING MATCH.—The Chairman announced that the shooting
Charlton, C. Crane, Covenay, Capt. T. Cook, Cropton,
match against Dover resulted in the Dover Branch winning by ten
points. The announcement was received with cheers.
Coad, S. Clinker, Capt. W. S. Cole, S. J. Cole,
E. Chisnell, Lt.Col. J. Crookenden, Capt. S. B.
CHRISTMAS DRAW.—The Chairman reminded members that the
Donald, W. Dampier, N. J. Dalton, J. S. Durham,
draw books were available from Mr. Lamb and he hoped each
member
would do his best to sell at least one book at 2/6.
E. S. Dixon, . A. Debling, Denney, R. Diamond,
S. Davy, Capt. J. E. Enright, T. Evans, G. Eaton,
COLONEL FINDLAY, C.B.E—Colonel Findlay, C.B.E, addressed
the meeting. He spoke about the Annual Dinner and trusted the
Colonel H. Findlay, Major C. S. Field, G. S. Fawcett,
Branch would do its utmost to make it a great success. Speaking
H. Foot, Fpote, Field, Fry, Major F. W. Foster, J. E.
unofficially, he thought Branches might be having too many social
Giles, Gale, A. Goodwin, Gadd, J. H. Green, Goatley,
functions whereby the big events of the Association—hke the annual
F. George, Capt. A. E. Lloyd Hardcastle, Capt. C. E. dinner—might suffer therefrom. He urged all Brandies to guard
Hamilton, Hariohs, G. Hall, Hukins, Hicky, E. Hewitt, against the possibility of members having to spend more than they can
the undcrman, which might mean either shortness
G. Harrison, C. Hanson, Capt. Hart, Hawkins, V. J. afford—particularly
of pocket money for the member or the home.
Hallam, Huxter, Ingrim, Ings, Major H. G. James,
LIFE MEMBERSHIP.—Capt. T. O. Cook raised the question of the
Capt. B. Jacobs, H. A. Jones, W. Jones, Major F. H.
necessity of all trying to become "Life" Members. Colonel Findlay
Keeler, H. S. Knocker, Major Keown, J. E. King, responded
and pointed out the advantages of "Life" membership
C. Bomber, F. H. Kenning, R. Knott, Keen, J. W.
both to the individual and the Association.
Kesby, J. King, R. Linkuis, T. Lamb, G. Lehane,
SECOND BATTALION GREETINGS.—Capt. and Adjutant E. Foster
J. Lansdell, Capt. Newton Moss, F. E. Martin, M.
Hall, M.C., gave us a happy greeting from the Commanding Officer,
Officers and Other Ranks of the 2nd Battalion. He pointed out that
Manning, V. G. MacMahon, O. Massey, T. Maplesden,
owing to a large number of men being on furlough he did not antidpate
McNulty, W. K. Martin, Moss, H. Millard, C. Marsden,
more than 62 being at the annual dinner. R.S.M. Vaughan gave us
Negis, Norris, Capt. Palmer, Lt.Colonel R. E. Power, another
of his stirring speeches and made one feel proud of him as a
W. H. Port, G. W. Peacock, Pettitt, F. Potter, W. E.
Buff. He told us of the praise the Battalion received after the recent
manoeuvres, particularly for its splendid marching.
Plater, A. J. D. Rose, W. Richardson, G. Ricketts,
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.—A resolution was put and carried
A. W. Roullier, Richardson, J. Ramage, B. Richards,
unanimously that this Branch tenders to His Grace the Archbishop
J. Stone, Capt. E. Smith, Stevens, S. A. Scott, W. J. of
Canterbury its sympathetic greetings on his retirement from the
Stanger, Shoobridge, A. Salsbury, C. Smith, H. S.
Archbishopric.
Shorter, H. E. Spikin, S. W. Spears, W. Sandon, P.
MR. AND MRS. HILL'S GIFT.—Mr. and Mrs. Hills kindly gave the
Stroud, C. Scrivens, Colonel A. G. Trollope, Tong, large pared of groceries unclaimed at the Ladies' Garden Fete, to a
Terry, Tong, A. F. Thornton, A. W. Twyman, T. Tobin, deserving member, Mr.
.
H. Uden, C. Varriham, Vaughan, A. Viney, DeVroome,
DONATION.—Mr. Lovie—our genial host—kindly presented the
Branch
with
a
further
donation
of five guineas in appreciation of their
Capt. Wilson, Wittering, G. C. Whetten, R. G. Warne,
comradeship and excellent behaviour whilst using the Hotel. The
J. Wills, Watts, Watson, F. W. Wells, F. Wakeman,
gift was received with musical honours and sincerest thanks.
E. Walters, E H. West, E. P. White, Wellham, A. E.
CHAIRMAN'S REMARKS.—The Chairman summed up the various
Warren, F. Williams, N. Whetanded, F. Wakefield,
points raised and assured Colond Findlay he could rdy upon the
W. Wheeler, A. Yates.
London Branch not being the cause of any member going short of cash
through social functions. Eadi member was extremely careful and
Ashford Branch.
" excess " in any matter appertaining to the wellbeing of the branch
The usual monthly meeting took place at the Market Hotel, on
Saturday, 13th October.
Mr. H. Ades was Chairman and Mr. J. King, ViceChairman. The
minutes of the previous meeting were discussed and passed as read.
It was decided to hold a Church Parade on Sunday,, October 21st
and to place a wreath on the Ashford Memorial.
The Branch Annual Dinner will be held in the Market Hotel, on
Saturday, November 10th at 7.30 p.m., when It is liopeda good number
will sit down.

is strictly prohibited. He thought the dinner might be better
supported by old Buffs in Kent. If the dinner is hdd at Ashford next
year he would almost guarantee a large .party from London. The
question of " Life" membership would be dealt with by the Branch
Committee as to the best ways and means of securing this. He wel
comed, on behalf of the Branch, Capt. Foster Hall and R.S.M. Vaughan
and said the Branch will never erase from their minds the hospitality
accorded them by the 2nd Battalion.
CONCERT.—A concert followed and songs were sung by Capt.
Foster Hall, Mr. Eaton, Mr. Debling, Mr. Tapsell, Mr. Whirehead,
Mr. Gadd, Capt. Cook. Recitations by Mr. Tong.
J E.
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At the commencement of the proceedings the chair was taken by
Major Donald J. Dean, V.C., supported by Captain A. Barton (Chair
As a mark of appreciation for the very many actsof kindness shewn
man of the Medway Branch), Lieut. F. F. "Boucher (2nd Volunteer
to the London Branch by General Sir Arthur, it was decided to present
Battalion, the Buffs), DrillInstructor Freeman, and Mr.'S. H. Smith
him with an " Illuminated Address " containing the signatures thereto
(Chatham) (Secretary of the Medway Branch).
of 'the members.
The Chairman announced that a letter had been received from
The "Address" has now been formally' handed over with the
General Sir Arthur Lynden Bell, the President of the Association,
signatures of over 180 members of the London Branch, many of whom
ducked " nuts " with the General on the field of Rugger, shivered when
who regretted that he was unable to be present.
they saw him on the parade ground, but now only think of the happy
Captain Barton, in explaining the object of the meeting, confessed
days spent under him. It is eventually hoped to obtain the signatures
that the Medway towns were a bit slow at first in taking up the work
of the entire Branch. numbering almost 400, .but it is difficult to get
of the Association, but now they had become organised and had nearly
them altogether at the one time. It will be done in due course. It.
100 paying members. The object of that Association was to keep up
is also hoped to append the signatures to the testimonial of members
the pride and the spirit of the Buffs, and also to help good and deserv
of other Branches who were at' Wrotham.
'
ing Buffs to try to help themselves. The Captain reminded those
In handing over the " Address," the Chairman said he could not
present
that if" they desired to participate .in the benefits of the
add anything very much to what the members already knew. They
Association
they must keep up the fees, A fee of a guinea entitled
all felt" that in General Sir Arthur the Association had a real friend
anyone
to
life membership, and ordinary membership was 2/6 a year.
whose paramount interest in life seemed to be taken up with the wel
He
hoped
that
at Sittingbourne they would get so strong^ that when
fare of those who had served in the Regiment. Long may he be spared
they had 50 members they would have a Branch of their own, for
to continue such noble work. :
acting as an independent Branch they could help their own men better
Major H. E. James spoke at length in supporting the presentation
than could be done by working from another Branch.
and pointed out the wonderful spirit of Buff fellowship which knitted
all ranks together and which, could be found,nowhere else than in the
A number of persons then filed up to pay their fees, the first man to
old regiment. It was a moving sight to see Gunner Lee, Spud Austin,
sign on being Regimental SergeantMajor O: G. Hartridge, Some
Donkey Warren, Nobby Clarke and the remaining members present ' where about 30 members were initiated on Saturday, but it is hoped
gripping the General by the hand. _
that at least as many more will become members in the Sittingbourne
and Milton district. 
Sir Arthur replied'and said the event had moved him very much
indeed and the beautiful"" Address " would for ever remain his most
Colonel H. Findlay (Canterbury), Secretary of the Executive
treasured possession. '"It would go down to posterity as a family  Committee
Buffs Association, had a most cordial welcome when
heirloom. It was proof of the great affection old Buffs entertained . he arrived ofinthe
the hall and took the chair.' The_ gallant Colonel
for their regiment and. their officers. He implored all to stick together
said it .gave him very great pleasure to come to Sittingbourne to tell
and never to let anythihgcome between them and their comradeship,
them all about what he honestly believed was the best Club in England.
loyalty, devotion to djity and wellbeing. He was deeply touched by
That was the Association of Past and Present Buffs. " I am a member
the happy thought of.including his wife and daughter in the " Address '
of
several Clubs," he said, " but there is no Club I walk into where I
and he appreciated it more than words could express.
. meet with more pals than when I enter a meeting of this Association.
(Applause). I get numbers of letters and receive visits from people
all making enquiries asking my advice about running similar
Dbver Branch.
Associations. These letters and enquiries come from General Officers
downwards, and they all come to me, for they think they are going to
We had a nice meeting on." the 12th October and the Doverians
get
a good tip. This Association, continued the Colonel, is growing.
rallied round in great 'style.
In the last twelve months I am not exaggerating when I say that
A.series of games with the Ashford Branch was arranged for the
we have got over 700 members, and vou can take it from me that these
3rd November and this ought to be an enjoyable evening.
 men would not join an Association like ours unless they know they
are putting their money on the right horse. My tip to you is—Join
The thanks of the Dover Branch go out to Colonel Findlay for his
the Association." (Applause). The Colonel said there was one thing
kindness in presenting a: Cup for a Billiards .Tournament and this will
that membership did, and that was to' help them to keep their old
be arranged at our neal meeting in'November.
friends. These meetings did so encourage friendly association.
A letter was read from Sir Arthur Lynden Bell regretting his
" bucking," telling, one another old yarns; and bringing about a
inability to attend.

 feeling which they aimed to retain..  Alluding to the recent memorial
service at Canterbury, Colonel Findlay said it was a record and since
Our Branch Anniversary .Dinner is to be held in the Drill Hall,
that "service he had "had letters'from several people about it, people
on the 16th November.' ;It'is extremely kind of Lieut.'J. Sherwood
who were very much impressed with it all. He had reason _to believe
to let us have the Hall for this purpose. We ought to have a good
that that gathering would grow until it would be necessary, instead of
gathei log on this occasion.
' having the men in the Depot, to pitch, a camp outside. (Hear, hear).
Mr. Evans got busy with his Christmas Draw Books and the Thrift . Hesuggested the formation of a camp of old Buffs marching through
Club improved its position by getting new members and plenty of
" sleepy old Kent. Let people see what the Buffs really are." Last
subscriptions.
year, said the Colonel, they spent over £1,000 in helping old Buffs
who were on their beam ends, helping the widows with regard to
There will be a parade and march to the Dover War Memorial on
,
pensions,
helping people into convalescent homes, and also in assisting
Sunday, the 11th November. "D" Company, 4fh Battalion are
attending S. Mary's Church so if we parade at the Drill Hall we can  with railway fares men who had to travel in order to get employment.
He
considered
that the Association was one of the finest insurances in
march with them along Maison Dieu Road to the Town Hall. They
the.world. TheColonel humorously remarked that he understood
will leave us there for the'Service.at'the Memorial whilst they go on to
the
Medway
Branch
had thrown out a challenge to Sittingbourne,
S. Mary's Church. This' is agood arrangement and we are hoping for
a good muster of all'the East Buffs in Dover who can manage to be "and he wanted to see a Branch established at Sittingbourne, where
:the
Buffs
had
a
very
strong
hold. He wanted to live long enough to
there. '
  '
see a Brigade of old Buffs on parade, and he urged old Buffs who had
Lieut. J. Sherwoddj. ina. speech, thanked those memberswho
not done so to join the Association. The Executive Committee of
assisted in the Oriental; Fair, ile said they were of the very'greatest
the Society, he explained, was formed entirely .of officers, but branches
help and to them he attributed in a great measure the success of the
Would have their representatives on a .Sub Cojnmittee, which stood in
Fair.  A good sum waS handed over as the result. 
,. th'e relationship .to the Executive Committee like the House of Com
Six new members.joined the'Thrift Club and four new members ' mons to the HouSe of Lords. He said the officers would always assist
them, and emphasised that the Association; was not in opposition
joined the Dover Branch.; This makes our strength 211.
' tothat wonderful organization, the British Legion. He would like
We were successfiil'.in pur shoot with the London Branch but only
to make it perfectly clear that they were not in opposition to the
by ten points. A fine sporting'letter from Capt. Joe Enright was read
British Legion or any Other organization, and the Colonel concluded a
to the meeting. We.are very pleased some of their " Deadwoods "  soldierlike speech.by wishing the subbranch of the Association at
were away on that occasion. But so were some of ours.
Sittingbourfae.'evefy subcess. He resumed his seat amid loud applause.
MAJORGENERAL SIR ARTHUR I/VNDEN BELL, K.C.B., K.C.M.G.

The, appiadse hfcd no sooner died away than a whitehaired Buff
sprang. to his feet, and said, " I would like to say that I agree with
every wbrd'youhaye said." (Cheers).
Under the auspices pf .the Medway Branch of the Past and Present
Major Dean announced that the reuniondinner of the 4th Buffs
Association of The Buffs,"a:mceting was held in the" Drill Hall, Sitting ,
bourne, on Saturday'evening, with the object of forming a subbranch  would be held at .Canterbury on October27th.' He also announced
that
at Sittingbourne they had a Branch of the Miniature Rifles
of this Association for Sittingbourne, Milton and district. It was
Association, and met in.the Drill Hall every week for shooting. The
regarded as " Buffs' Night," for past and present Buffs of the Line,
annual
subscription was 2/6, and he suggested that matches might be
as well as past and present men of the 4th Buffs (Territorials), including
arranged and so increase interest.
a few veterans of the " Old Guard," were present in force. In the
large and happy gathering the genius of Drill Instructor H. G. Freeman,
Air. Smith, the Chatham Secretary, announced that the first annual
the " live wire" of the Sittingbourne Territorials, could be traced.
dinner of the Medway Branch of the Association would be held on the
The hall was decorated for the occasion, the tables that dotted the
following Friday evening at Gillingham,
room were adorned with flowers, and the Sittingbourne Territorials'
During the evening also a telephone message was dispatched from
splendid array of trophies and silver plate was displayed along the
front of the stage, and over them shone refulgently the Dragon, in the
the Drill Hall to the London Branch, as follows :—" Greetings from 100
form of a cleverly executed device with.an electric light effect.
Buffs at Sittingbourne."

SittingiJourne Sub Branch.
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Round and About.

THANE? BRANCH.
There was a thoroughly successful gathering of past and present
members of the various battalions of The Buffs at the Drill Hall, Will
son's Road, Ramsgate, on Friday, to launch successfully the Isle of
Tlianet Branch of the regimental association.
Capt. C. S. F. Witts, T.D., commanding "A" (Thanet) Company
of the 4th Battalion, presided, by request, and the attendance included
Col. H. Findlay, C.B.E., secretary of the Past and Present Association
of The Buffs, Major G. T. D. Hickman (of The Buffs, and a fonner
adjutant of the 1st V.B., wellknown to old hands of the Thanet
Companies), and Lieut. H. D. Rose (commanding theRamsgate Platoon
of "A" Company). .
Capt. Witts was brief, bright and brotherly in his opening remarks.
He gave glad benison to the decision to form an Isle of Thanet Branch
of the Past and Present Association, promised the cooperation of
the Present so far as he could ensure it, presented the amenities of the
Drill Hall and its appurtenances for the use of the members of toe
branch, wished toe whole issue good luck, and invited toe assembly
to " get on with it."
They did. Mr. Fuller proposed and Mr. Charles Herbert (Sgt.
Major "Tubby") formally seconded the necessary resolution that
a branch of the association be formed for the Isle of Thanet.
Capt. Witts having expressed the view that he would rather an old
Past Buff be elected chairman of the branch, Mr. Birch proposed,
and Mr. Herbert seconded, that Capt. H. G. Ticehurst be elected to
toe post.
Again unanimous, and Capt. Ticehurst took the chair. (Although
not commissioned in The Buffs, Mr. Ticehurst served in the band of
the old Volunteer Battalion, under Bandmaster the late Mr. William
Thome, withthe band that made itself notable by its repeated victories
at the Crystal Palace contests. He is the proprietor of Prebble's Hotel,
in Chatham Street, Ramsgate, and a popular member of the Ramsgate
Branch of the British Legion).
On the proposition of Capt. Witts, ExR.S.M. W. Jeffery, M.C. and
R.Q.M.S. C. J. Mullett were appointed joint honorary secretaries.
Mr. Mullett proposed and Mr. Ashby seconded that Capt. Witts
be elected honorary treasurer. (" And so say all The Buffs1 ' )
Col. Findlay was in great form. He described, in breezy style,
all the aims and ambitions of toe Past and Present Association and
gfcetchM the record of its good work. Throughout the whole of his
remarks there was expressed that spirit which the regiment preserves
no matter the battalion to which a man may belong—" Once a Buff
always a Buff." The many advantages of membership, social and
physical, were clearly explained.
The following were elected as a provisional committee to carry on
until the other parts of Thanet are officially " roped in : Lieut.
Rose, Sgt. B. Baldwin (of the Borough Police), Messrs. C. Herbert,
E. J. Birch, T. H. Miller, W. Larkins, J. Wardle, R. H. George, R.
Goldsmith and W. A. Hunter, with the honorary officials exofficio
members.
.
Those who joined, or intimated their intention of joining the branch
included Messrs. W. Larkins (l/4to Batt.), F. W. Fuller (4th) W.
Cavell (3rd), F. C. Ashby (4th), W. A. Hunter (1st V.B.), F. P. J.
Hammon (l/4th), J. Wardle (1st V.B.), H. S. Smith (2nd), J. W. Collins
(1/4til), C. A. Saunders (1st), E. J Birch (6th), R. H. George (4th),
W. Teffrev, M.C., W. Lambert (4th), T. H. Miller (2nd), C. Herbert
(2nd), G. J. K. Blackburn (1st V.B.), A. Saxby (10th), A. C. Jannan
(4th), J. T. Champs (4th), W. J. Smith (3rd); H. D. Rose (4to), H. G.
Ticehurst (5th), C. J. Mullett (4th), A. Pantony, Broadstairs (4th),
L. Jennings (4th), and W. G. Reynolds (4th).
Votes of thanks to each and all concerned in toe formation of the
branch followed, in. machinegunfire speeches, and fraternisation
naturally ensued.
Many apologies were received from old Buffs unable to be present,
but expressing their desire to " Parker up and become part of the show.
" Veteri Frondescit Honore."
Thanet Advertiser.

Oanterbury Branch.
A meeting of about forty Past Buffs was held at toe Drill Hall,
Canterbury, on Thursday, 18th October. Major F. H. Keeler, T.D.,
was in the Chair.
A resolution was passed to form a Branch of the Past and Present
at Canterbury, to be called the Canterbury and District Branch. 
The following were elected pro tem.
Chairman: Major F. H. Keeler, T.D.
Secretary: Mr. G. W. Pierce.
Committee: Messrs. H. Sanger, T. Holloway, J. Ives, J. W. Baker,
B. H. Sims, H. A. Jones.
It was resolved that toe Committee meet at the " Ben Johnson,"
Guildhall Street, at 7.30 pan., on 24to November, 1928, to make
arrangements for a General Meeting of all Buffs in Canterbury and
District in the near future.
Thirtythree names and addresses of Past Buffs were handed in
a number of which were new members of the Association.
______

The exceptional Summer which we
have lately enjoyed has brought about
the curious phenomenon of an unhasty
Autumn. The trees seem unwilling to part with their
leaves and the colours of foliage have been very
beautiful. The expert view is that after so many
months of dry weather the leaves do not decay and
drop, but are pushed off by the growing buds. In the;
last day or, two Nature has intervened with
tempestuous winds and rain to hurry on the process
of decay. Weatherwise people appear to differ as
to whether the coming winter will be severe. The
argument of one side is that good summers arefollowed
naturally by hard winters. Against this the other
faction says that the earth has absorbed so
much warmth that ground frosts will not be severe till
late in the winter. We shall see.
DILATORY
AUTUMN.

DISCOVERING There is a peculiar thrill in coming
ENGLAND, upon some hidden beauty or interest

practically at one's doorstep.
The journey by train from London to Canterbury
and Dover is by no means uninteresting, but few people
would think of looking at Chatham. Indeed the name
of the place suggests a large, unlovely town, huddled
between two overpowering hills. Rochester needs no
recommendation. The view from, the train of the
old place, dominated by castle and cathedral and
splendidly situated on the imposing Medway, is one
of the most beautiful sights in Southern England.
Chatham does not call insistently. I am bound to
admit that the town itself has little to recommend it.
It is like many another naval port and perhaps a little
worse. What, however, is worth having a look at is
the harbour. By harbour I mean that part which is
not Dockyard; the haven in which big brownsailed
Thames barges cluster so picturesquely. Off the
garish main street of Chatham lead innumerable narrow
alleys which give on to wharves whose appearance
cannot have altered much for the last two hundred
years. Here are black wooden houses with richly
coloured pantiled roofs and all the exciting
paraphernalia of shipping and sailormen. Seafaring
men are like farmers in one respect; their eye for
colour. They do not think, as most landsmen do,
that cream and chocolate are the only colours for wood
work. They slap on a pot of apple green or orange
without a qualm and achieve beauty and cheerfulness.

*
*
*
GALLIPOLI There has lately been published by
THROUGH
Hutchinson* a book by a German who
GERMAN EYES, was present throughout the Gallipoli
campaign. It is an exceptional book,
written with fairness and from deep knowledge of that
tragic campaign. Those who saw service in Gallipoli
will find much to interest them in this well written
book by a fine soldier. It ought to find its way into
all Mess Libraries.
* Note.—"The Campaign In Gallipoli," Hans Kannengiesser
(Hutchinson).

A

C. E. Montague died this year and his

POSTHUMOUS untimely end has robbed literature of
BOOK.
a writer who had already made a great

reputation. His unpublished tales have
been collected and lately published by Chatto and
Windus under the title of " Action and other Stories."
Those who know " Fiery Particles," " Disenchant
ment" and "Rough Justice" will know what to
expect of this last volume.
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The Golfing Society at Sandwich.

S the latest joined recruit of the Society, I hesitate
to give even a restrained account of the recent
meeting. However, as I viewed it through unbiassed
spectades, I can probably paint as true a picture as
any.
As a start I would like to express an opinion shared
by all, and one that I hope may gain a recruit or two,
namely, that no more enjoyable golf could possibly
be experienced. And I say this in face of the fact that
during both days every member got a thorough
wetting. Nevertheless, the unique opportunity of
being able to hold our meeting on such a magnificent
and famous course as Royal St. George's, and to follow
this up with a day at Prince's—and what a beautiful
course this is too—more than countered any small
discomfort.
We certainly owe a deep debt
of gratitude to the Committee and members of these
two dubs respectivdy for their kindness and generosity.
The match versus the Royal Cinque Ports Golf
Club on the 20th had, alas! to be cancelled, the
weather being hopeless.
Those who stayed at the Guilford Hotel, twenty
one in all, found themselves in a happy gathering of
Buffs who before were strangers except by name. On
Wednesday evening the annual dinner and general
meeting were held, presided over by MajorGeneral
Sir Arthur LyndenBell, and particularly pleased were
we to have BrigadierGeneral Whitacre Allen in our
midst. We congratulate him for his extremely sporting
effort in competing regardless of the weather
conditions. His example is one that is held out to
those who have yet hung back from the Sodety. The
true value of these meetings lies in the contact gained
and sustained by members past and . present of the
Regiment, and in this respect the Sodety takes its
place second only to the Past and Present Association.
At the annual general meeting MajorGeneral Sir
Arthur LyndenBell was reelected VicePresident,
Colonel W. H. Trevor, Captain, and Captain H. H. C.
Baird, Hon. Secretary. Also, in view of Colonel
Trevor's early departure for Kenya—our best wishes
go with him in his travels—Colonel John Body was
elected ViceCaptain.
Coming to the play no less than 46 took out cards.
An excellent entry, but our Hon. Secretary says he
will not be satisfied until this number reaches 50. Lt.
Colonel Crookenden is to be congratulated on his record
winning score of 145 for the Paget Cup, the previous
best being 147 by Captain H. de R. Morgan, and also
for his other successes in the Junior Medal and in the
competition for the best last 9 holes. His was a very
fine performance, as also was Mr. A. H. Goodall's 3 up
on Bogey for the LyndenBell Trophy. Lt. J. E. King
must also be congratulated on his steady golf, being
runner up for the Paget Cup with 155, runner up for
theLyndenBell Trophy with all square, and winner
of the Senior Medal with 85—9 = 76. The full returns
are given later, and the spirit of the play behind them
is well illustrated by a remark overheard. Here it is.
" How did you get on this morning ?"
" Oh, pretty well till I got to the 14th where I
played 9 strokes and was still in the Suez Canal!"
I will conclude these hurried and disjointed
remarks with an appeal that many more serving officers
should grace these meetings by their presence. They
were rather conspicuous by their absence at this last
meeting. It is to be realized that the greatest sport
is offered under the jolliest conditions and, as one
who is temporarily serving in the ".Macedonian Army "
(as one member present termed it!), I can only place

on record how enjoyable it is to be able to meet old
friends and regain close touch with the Regiment; and
to be looked after by two past officers of the Regiment,
namely, Major H. E. Ward and Captain H. H. C. Baird
as is the case when we are fortunate enough to visit
Sandwich.
Full Results.
THE PAGET CUP.

Lt.Col. J. Crookenden

14

72+73

=»

145

155
76+79
9
Lieut. J. E. King...
157
78+79
W. C. Coffins
15
160
81+79
Major C. K. Black
3
163
2/Lieut. N. R. Reeves
81 + 82
1
165
84+81
Capt. H. H. C. Baird
14
167
A. W. Twyman ...
82+85
15
169
85+84
Capt. J. V. Hitchcock
11
169
82+87
Capt. O. F. Falk ...
9
169
84+85
R. M. Bourne
6
170
Lieut. N. Hoare ...
80+90
18
172
91+81
16
Brig.Gen. R. McDouall
,174
91 + 83
Lieut. C. Haggard
12
174
91+83
M. Creswick
5
180
91+89
14
Lieut. K. M. C. Mallam
181
92+89
Lieut. T. N. Partington
18
182
88+94
Lieut.Col. L. W. Lucas
18
In addition, the following also played, the figures in brackets after
their names denoting the score returned for one round only. N.R.
denotes no return for either round:—
Brig.Gen. A. C. Whitacre Allen (N.R.), Lieut. Col. C. E. Baynes
(N.R.), MajorGeneral Sir A. Lynden Bell (N.R.), Colonel J. Body
(N.R.), A. L. H. Cleland (N.R.), Major Eric Clarke (N.R.), Major
B. S. Collard (120—24=96), Capt. D. V. Coote (115—14=101), Lt.
Colonel F. Bradley Dyne (96—8= 88), G. Effiot (866=80), Colonel
H. Findlay (N.R.), A. H. Goodall (84—4=80), H. S. Greenwood (95—9
=86), Major H. S. Hardv (N.R.), Major G. D. Hickman (104—22=82),
R. E. Knocker (99—24=75), Capt. W. C. Lamarque (91—5=86),
Major F. O. Marchant (N.R.), Capt. V. Newton Moss (103;18=95),
E. G. Parish (116—24=92), Major F. S. Reeves (N.R.), Major B. H.
Russell (N.R.), Capt. A. Howard Read (N.R.), Colonel W. H. Trevor
(N.R.), C. J. Watson (N.R.), L B. Watson (N.R.), H. F. Whitfield
(93—4=89), Capt. J. R. Willows (101—18=83).

THE LYNDENBELL TROPHY.

5

A. H. Goodall

Lieut. J. E. King
Colonel W. H. Trevor
G. C. Effiot
Major C. K. Black
M. Creswick
N. R. Reeves
Capt. W. C. Lamarque
Lieut. C. Haggard
Lieut.Colonel T. Crookenden
H. F. Whitfield
Lieut. K. M. C. Mallam
Brig.General R. McDouall ...
C. J. Watson
Lieut.Colonel F. Bradley Dyne

3 up

9

All square

3
5
1
5

1 down
1 »
1 »
2 „
2 „
3 „
3 „
4 >,
5 ,.
5 „
7 ...

6
6

12

19
4

14
16

4

8

BEST GROSS SCORE.

82+83

2/Lt. N. R. Reeves

84+82

Major C. K. Black

SENIOR MEDAL

Lt. J. E. King

Major C. K. Black

85 9

165
166

76

82— 3

79

8614

72

JUNIOR MEDAL.

Lt.Col. J. Crookenden
R. E. Knocker

99—24

75

BEST LAST NINE HOLES.

Lt.Col. J. Crookenden
R. E. Knocker
fl. Effiot

42— 7
50—12
42— 3

35
38
99

AT PRINCE'S.

Space is at a premium so all that can be said is that
thanks to Mr. Douglas Grant and the weather, this
was a most enjoyable affair, resulting in a win for the
Society by 10 matches to 8.
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The Buffs.
Maj.Black & C.J.Watson (1 up) 1
A. Goodall & Col. Trevor (4 & 2) 1
Cpt.Lamarque & Lt.King (2 & 1) 1
O. Falk & Lt. Haggard (3 8c 2) I
Lt.Col. Crookenden & D. Green
wood (1 up) ...
1
Capt. Read and W. C. Collins
0

Afr. Douglas Grant's Side.
F. Worth and M. Ramsay ... 0
G. Elliot and E. Saunderson
0
A. Slazenger and D. Grant ... 0
Maj.Ward & Brig.Gen.McDouallO

J. Campbell and Major Quin...
F.Brooke Hunt & Dr.Murphv
(3 & 1)
1
Lt. Hoare & A. Cleland (2 & 1) 1 E. Stainton and Major Clarke 0
Maj. Hickman and Capt. Moss
(4 & 3)
...
...
... 1 Maj. Marchant & Lt.Col. Lucas 0
Lt.Col. Baynes and A. Rouse 0 H. James and Maj. Marshall
1
AFTERNOON.

Black and Watson (6 & 4) ... 1
Trevor and Goodall ...
... 0
Lamarque and King (3 & 2) ... 1
... 0
Falk and Haggard
... 0
Read and Collins
... 0
Hoare and Cleland
&
Crookenden & Greenwood (5 4)1
... 0
Hickman and Moss ...
Baynes and Marchant.r.
... 0

Elliot and Saunderson
Slazenger and Grant (5 & 3)
Worth and Ramsay ...
Campbell and Quin (1 up) »
Stainton and Clarke (6 & 5)
Brooke Hunt and Murphy (8
Ward and McDouall ...
Marshall and Lucas (4 & 2)
James and Rouse (3 & 1)
Total ... 8

Total ... 10

v. ROYAL EAST KENT YEOMANRY.
Played at Canterbury on Sunday, October 14th,
resulting in a win for the Society by 10 matches to 8.
Buffs Golfing Society.

SINGLES.

East Kent Yeomanry.

0 Keith Barlow ...
Leach Lewis ...
S. Foster
P. Greenstreet
C. Tilbury Fox
Eustace Neame
Clive Murdock
F. L T. Barlow
G. M. Johnson
C. S. Dowling ...
W. Ledger
T. Wheatley ...

H. F. Whitfield
R. M. Bourne
Capt. J. Turk
Col. E B. Burns
Lt.Col. F. Bradley Dyne
Capt. C. E Monins
Maj.Gen. A. Lynden Bell
Capt. Howard Read ...
Major B. H. Russell ...
Brig.Gen. McDouall ...
Major E. Hickman
Capt. J. R. Willows ...

FOURSOMES.

Whitfield and Lynden Bell
Bourne and Read
Turk and Russell
Burns and McDouall ...
Dyne and Hickman ...
Monins and Willows ...

... 1 K. Barlow and Murdock
... 0 Lewis and F. Barlow ...
0 Foster and Johnson ...
... 1 Greenstreet and Dowling
... 1 Fox and Ledger
... 1 Neame and Wheatley
Total ... 8

Total ... 10

Round and About—continued from p. 366.
CRICKET
The evening papers are enlivened again
NEWS.
by news of the M.C.C. team in Australia.
A good start was given to the tour and
perhaps too much has been made of Tate's injured arm
atni of Freeman's stiff neck. I seem to detect a certain
amount of subtle propaganda in these Australian
reports and, while eschewing prophecy in any form,
venture to think that Chapman will bring the Ashes
back quite safely.
*

*

«

*

" A damsel in Distress" at the New
A PLAY
Theatre is one of the best entertainments
TO SEE.
in town. P. G. Wodehouse and Ian
Hay in collaboration are particularly happy and there
is a splendid cast to support them. There is nothing
heavy or highbrow in it, but just a good story told
wittily and well. It is a play to which a grandmother
or a grandniece could safely be taken.
*

*

*

*

MISLEADING Sometime ago I wrote in these columns
TITLES.
of the mystification of a distinguished

Frenchman at a Guildhall function
when he was informed that the uniform of a ^ cabinet
minister was that of " un fr£re ain£ de la Trinity." A
parallel story came my way the other day. Two
Anglican nuns had missed their train and found
themselves without any money. They sought help
from the station master, who asked them for some
indication of their bona fides. " We are Sisters of St.
John the Baptist," said the nuns. " Well, that's
a lie anyway " replied the station master.

1st Battalion.

A1

LT, eyes in Bareilly
and Ranikhet are
at present turned towards
Simla, where we have sent
a team to compete for the
Durand Cup. This is the
largest and most repre
sentative football tourna
ment in India and is open
to civil as well as military
teams. Last year our team
was knocked out in the first
round by a very weak
team so this year no one
seems to have considered
us as worthy of notice.
The Pioneer, which used to be the leading British
paper in Northern India, showed pained surprise
when we beat the 2nd Worcestershire Regiment
in the first round, 2—1. Foreman and L/Cpl.
Edwards were our two scorers. It appears
this was not a particularly good game, neither,
side playing up to form.
In the second round we met the East
Bengal Railway, this year's champions of the
Indian Railway tournament. Certainly no
one was more surprised than we were when
the news came through that again we had
been successful, beating them 3 1  Of
these Long, our centre forward, scored one
goal whilst Stocker, our inside right, got the
other two.
Then it was we really began to sit up and
take an interest. After all, it seems, we
actually have a team that knows how to play
football. And now the excitement is intense
for yesterday (September 26th) we beat the
East Indian Railway—last year's runnersup—
by 2—0, Stocker and Foreman scoring. Thus
we qualify for the semifinals to be played
tomorrow (September 28th) when we meet
the York, and Lanes, last year's winners,
If we get through this we shall play in the
final on Saturday, 30th. The mail will have
gone by then, but if we get as far, the result
will be cabled so that it may appear in this
month's Dragon.
Further accounts of each game will appear
in the next number, but they are not yet to
hand.
Everybody in the battalion. feels very
proud of their team's successes to date and
even if we get no further in the Durand Cup
we still stand a chance of winning the Wazir
Cup, which is competed for between the two
losers of the semifinal round.
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The team is as follows:—
Pte. Home (goal); L/Cpl. Williams and
Pte. Vasey (backs) ; Ptes. Norris, Locken
and Turner (halves) ; Ptes. Foreman, Stocken,
Long, L/Cpl. Edwards and Pte. Ingram
(forwards).
Reserves :—Ptes. Bing, Newbury and Prior.
The failure of the monsoon has left
Bareilly, and iildeed the whole of the U.P.,
a brown and arid district, besides adding to
the monotony of the plains in the hot weather,
when no one stays here who can possibly get
away. All ranks, therefore, extended a hearty
welcome to a concert party called " The Nights
of Gladness Revue Co." which visited Bareilly
early in the month. The first night a packed
house waited patiently for the curtain to rise.
The unfortunate performers were getting more
worried every moment for a stupid coolie had
taken half their clothes to the wrong place.
It occurred to us afterwards that tins need
not have perturbed one of the party, at any
rate, for when she did appear she was most
becomingly clad in mere essentials. The
following evening there was a great run on the
front seats and everyone decided the company
was well named.
Another evening a native conjurer gave
an open air entertainment in barracks and
amused us all for over an hour with many
clever tricks.
We become simple souls out here to
welcome any diversion of this sort.
Polo has made an early start on No. 2
ground and four or five chukkers are played
three times a week. This year, when we are
reassembled, we should have as many players
as we did in Gibraltar, although the pony
question is very much more difficult than it
even was there. It cannot really get going
until we return from camp at Christmas,
for the battalion goes to Delhi on November
10th until December 21st for battalion
brigade and divisional training. The Machine
Gunners go at the end of October. This will
be their last year as a platoon, for next year
"D" Company is to be formed into a Machine
Gun company.
The rest of the battalion comes down from
Ranikhet about October 13th and in the
meanwhile two companies are practising
mountain warfare, each one in turn, at Hawal
Bagh, about twenty miles from Ranikhet
on the Kosi River.

Novices Boxing Tournament, Alma Barraoks,
Ranikhet.
A Novices Boxing Competition, open to troops
quartered in Alma Barracks, Ranikhet, was held in
the Garrison Gymnasium on Tuesday and Wednesday,
the 11th and 12th September, 1928.
In all, thirtyfive entries were received and in
conjunction with the meeting a Boys* competition
was held, which resulted in twelve competitors taking
part. Some very good fights were witnessed, but
whilst not making excuses for the entries from the
Battalion, it certainly would be most interesting to
know to what extent the term " Novice" extends.
The rule in the Battalion distinctly lays down that
a man ceases to be a novice once he^ has won such a
competition, whether within the B'attalion or not.
In this competition, it was particularly noticeable
amongst other units competing that such was not the
case, every man having had obvious ring experience.
This was explained to the writer of these notes by the
fact that in their units the rule is, a man remains a
novice until he wins his Battalion championship. This
naturally caused a number of fights to be more or less
onesided. Nevertheless, everyone went in with
a plentiful display of grit and determination, treating
the spectators to a fine exhibition of good, clean
fighting.
I will not detail the whole of the fights, but limit
myself to semifinals and finals, also any outstanding
fights.
The following were the officials for the meeting:—
Referee: Captain E. J. S. Bonnett, R.A.M.C.
Judges: Captain A. J. Peareth, The Buffs, Lieut.
D. C. Coates, The Buffs, Lieut. P. Sharpe,
The Gloucestershire Regiment, 2/Lieut. M. P. D.
Dewar, The Buffs.
M.C. : R.S.M. H. J. Martin, M.B.E., The Buffs.
Timekeeper: R.Q.M.S. E. J. Evans, The Buffs.
The fight between Sig. Spencer, R.C.O.S. and Pte.
Greenfield, Dorsets, was without doubt, the finest of
the meeting. Each fought himself to a standstill in
each round and at the finish, just managed to struggle
to their corners. Spencer obtained the verdict, his
opponent being awarded a well deserved good loser's
prize. Another fight of note was that between Ptes.
Laydon and Blissett, both of The Buffs, the latter
losing by a very narrow margin. Blissett was also
awarded a prize for a good loser. In the Boys'
competition over 8 stone 6 lbs., Boy Catt gave a fine
display against Boy Dixon* and after a gruelling
encounter, was knocked out in the third round. A
special prize was awarded Catt for his plucky display.
FEATHERWEIGHT.

Semi-final.—Pte. Hewirigs (Dorsets) v. Pte. Campbell
(Buffs).
Campbell proved a stubborn proposition against
a more experienced opponent ana lost by a narrow
margin.
Semi-final.—Sig. Trevanna (R.C.O.S.) v. Sig. Spencer
(R.C.O.S.)
This was a good hardhitting fight between
two very experienced fighters, the former obtaining
the verdict on points.
Final.—Trevanna beat Hewings after a hard fight.
Great credit is due to the latter since he had to go
all out in his three fights.
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LIGHTWEIGHT.

Semi-final.—Pte. Richardson (Dorsets) v. Pte. Haines
(Dorsets).
Haines, who is the runner up in this weight
in his Battalion was up against a tough opponent
and in trying to deliver a " knock out," allowed
Richardson to pile up points and secure the verdict.
Semi-final.—Pte. Vant (Buffs) v. Sig. Leach (R.C.O.S.)
This was very one sided. Vant, although he
put up a plucky fight, could not outdo experience.
Final.—Leach beat Richardson on points. The former
boxed his man and managed to win comfortably.
WELTERWEIGHT.

Semi-final.—Sig. Smith (R.C.O.S.) v. Pte. Watts (Buffs)
Smith had a great advantage, being head and
shoulders taller than his opponent. Watts proved
he had a punch not to he despised and used it to
advantage. He was unable to deliver a " knock
out " and lost on points.
Semi-final:—Pte. Laydon (Buffs) v. Pte. Blissett (Buffs)
Blissett lost by a narrow margin after
a splendid fight.
Final.—Smith beat Laydon on points.
MIDDLEWEIGHT.

Semi-final.—Cpl. Warren (Buffs) v. Pte. Bailey (Buffs).
There was very little in this fight. Both tried
to deliver the K.O. but failed, Warren eventually
getting the verdict.
Semi-final.—Pte. Campbell (Buffs) v. Pte. Hare (Buffs.)
Pte. Campbell received a walkover, Pte. Hare
having been ordered to Bareilly.
Final.—Warren K.O. Campbell in the second round.
BOYS OVER 8 ST. 6 LBS.

Semi-final.—Boy Hardway (Dorsets) K.O. Boy Eke
(Buffs) in the first round.
Eke had practically no chance against his
opponent, who was 6 ft. high and weighed 11 stone.
Semi-final.—Boy Catt (Buffs) v. Boy Dixon (Buffs).
This was an exceptionally hard hitting fight for
boys, Dixon managing to get in a K.O. in the third
round.
Final.—Hardway K.O. Dixon in the second round.
BOYS UNDER 8 ST. 6 LBS.

Semi-final.—Boy Webb (Dorsets v. Boy Ireland
(Buffs).
Ireland was up against a skilful boxer and lost
on points.
Semi-final.—Boy Hill (Dorsets) v. Boy Wood (Buffs).
Both gave a good display, Wood winning by
a close margin.
Final.—Webb beat Wood on points, both giving a nice
display.
At the conclusion, Major N. S. Hart very kindly
presented the prizes. Before doing so, he apologised
for the absence of Colonel Howard Smith, who had
been called away on duty to Bareilly, and
congratulated the competitors on the good show put
up.
SNAVE.
Sergeants' Mess.
Time and tide waits for no man and by the same
token the Editor of The Dragon will refuse to wait for
me, so here goes for an attempt to record what has
happened in the Mess during the last month.
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Tennisathomes and social evenings have been the
order of the day, owing to the untiring energy of the
President of our Mess here, " Toby Farrow." He is
never happy unless he is making amusement
for someone and his efforts have certainly been crowned
with success, especially when he acts as Bandmaster
to the various squads of N.C.O.'s on the parade ground.
Toby has an idea in his head that all N.C.O.'s can
shout if they try and to prove this he gets squads of
N.C.O.'s each morning to surround him and using his
parade stick as a baton he persuades them—
the members of his " Choir "—to give voice to such
sounds
as " Squuuuuuuuuuud Shun !
Sloooooooooroope Hipes" and such like musical
sounds. One wonders who gets the most amusement
out of it, the squad, or the crowd that flock around the
corners of the parade ground to watch the
performance. Good old Tobias !
As a result of his energy in the entertainment line
we have been able to visit in turn the Royal Artillery
Mess, The R.A.S.C., The East Indian Railway and The
Rohilkhand and Kumaun Railway, . in addition to
several engagements on our own courts and in our own
Mess. At each we have had an excellent time and in
our own Mess we have entertained our own Corporals
and practically everybody else in the station.
Catering in the Mess has changed hands. " Bert
Daisley " has relieved " Joe Goss," who has gone to
Pachmari to learn the mysteries of Weapon Training.
Whether the change has been for better or worse cannot
be said at present, but we hear that " Bert
Daisly " is thinking of getting a motor cycle and so
we are sweating on the top line.
We expect the remainder of our members—who are
at present resting in the Hills—to join us in about
another three weeks or so and then we hope to start
entertaining on a larger scale than is possible at present
with only fourteen members in the station, which does
not admit of much talent in the social line. However,
we get along O.K., ably assisted by "Toby's" Jazz
Band in which each member of the Mess plays one
instrument, the music being supplied 'by the Mess
gramaphone. Quite a good stunt. Try it!
In addition to the social events mentioned we have
a Debating Society in the Mess, the leaders of which
are Jock Clayton and Bill Waters. The usual
discussion is " Sould Married Men be allowed in the
Army," but owing to the intensity of the discussion
it has been hard to form an opinion as to who has won
the toss. One member suggested that we gave each
a revolver and asked them if they would step outside
the Mess and settle the argument, but so far it is still
in abeyance. Perhaps some public benefactor will
meet them both one dark night and do us all a good
turn; there would be plenty of drinks when
he returned again.
In my last notes I mentioned that several members
of the Mess were due to leave us shortly. So far they
have not left and uptodate there are no signs of them
going.
In addition to those I mentioned last month we hear
that B. M. Leach is to leave us on medical grounds.
We shall be sorry to lose him as he is certainly am asset
to any Mess.
Sgt. Hodges left us on Sunday1 for the
United Kingdom and quite a good number of the
members turned up at the station to see that he caught
the train alright. Whoa, the Drummer!
Beyond this I am afraid that I haye nothing further
to report as the policeman said, and so I will affix the
old youngster's number of
8747

358

THE DRAGON

"B" Company.
At last the weather is showing signs of cooling down
and it will be much better for us for games, although
during the Summer there has been no falling off.
Football, Cricket and Hockey have been in full swing
and even during the rains we managed to turn out
a Rugby Team, much to our great surprise.
Although we are losing Ptes. Barnes and Brawn,
two of our First Eleven Football Team, we have able
substitutes to take their places and should do well in
the Harris Shield Football. Pte. Brawn will be a great
loss to the Company in all sports and also a great loss
to the Regimental Relay Team, his performances as
a 440 yards Runner being well known. He will be
missed at the High Jump and Long Jump and also
Hurdles, in which he has always done so well. Pte.
Barnes has played Hockey, Football and Cricket for
the Company for some time and will be a great loss
and we hope they will keep up their abilities in civil
life.
The following were awarded Company First Eleven
Colours for Football and Hockey, 1927—1928, a Blue
Badge with the dates inscribed to be worn on their
shirts:—
Hockey. Football.
19278
.. 19278
Pte. A. Morris ...
.. 1927
19278
Pte. Home .
.. 19278
19278
Pte. Foreman
.. 19278
19278
Pte. Bames
—
.. 1927
Pte. B. Moore
—
.. 1927
Capt. N. G. Wale
—
.. 1927
Lieut. D. C. Coates
—
.. 1927
Pte. Worsdell ...
—
.. 1927
L/Cpl. Torcy
.. 19278
1927
C.S.M. Farrow ...
—
1927
Pte. Puttock
.. 1927
1927
Pte. Flisher
—
19278
Pte. Brawn
...
—
1927
Pte. Elgie
19278
—
Pte. Murton
19278
—
L/Cpl. Ingram ...
1928
—
Pte. Lawson
'
—
1928
Pte. Liddle
—
.. 1928
L/Cpl. Bunclark ...
—
1928
L/Cpl. Smith
—
.. 1928
L/Cpl. Followell ...
—
1928
Pte. Lennard
—
.. 19278
Pte. Hull...
—
.. 1928
Pte. Isted
—
.. 1928
Pte. Weedon
—
.. 1928
Pte. Rose ...
The following went to Simla to represent the
Battalion in the Durand Cup Competition and I hope
will do well :—
Pte. Home (Goo/), Pte. A. Morris (Right Half Back),
L/Cpl. Ingram (Outside Left), Pte. Foreman (Outside
Right).
Ptes. Brawn and Barnes stood a fair chance in the
Trials, but owing to their possibility of going to U.K.
they were not considered.
The following were appointed Unpaid Lance
Corporals : Ptes. L. Edwards, Bunclark, Taylor '87,
and McMullen.
Sgt. Goss has gone to Pachmari on a Small Arms
Course to try and get a " D." Cpl. Cook is out of
hospital, but is still lame owing to his broken leg and
has gone to Simla on leave to stay with our Football
Team. We are shortly losing Sgt. Hodges, who is
going to U.K. with his invalided wife. He will
be a great loss to our running team, although on the
veteran side, still being able to keep up with the

youngsters. Sgts. Dennis and Robinson are away
with the Auxiliary Force and I.A.O.C. respectively
and probably will be transferred later. There are
a lot of the old hands due for discharge this Trooping
Season, including the following: Ptes. Hughes, Isted,
Flisher, Biscoe, Gower, Walker, Buraap, Bames,
Robbins, Pollard, Castle, Ovenden, Martin '406, L/Cpls.
Followell and Akhurst and Cpl. Richardson. Some
very good sportsmen are amongst them and they will
be a great loss to the Company.
We congratulate L/Cpl. Pointer on passing the
Football Referee Examination, also Major G. F.
Hamilton, M.C., with a score of 110 with the Revolver
and Captain N. G. Wale with a score of 104 out of
a possible 110, and Cpl. Cook on winning the Bronze
Medal in the 18th Hussars' Cup A.R.A. with a score
of 147, Lewis Gun Annual Course.
The following are likely to go to the U.K. on the
Home Establishment: L/Cpls. Patterson, Ingram and
.Crouch and Pte. Fhelan.
The following were awarded 2nd Class Certificates
of Education in the Company:—Ptes. B. Brown,
Crockwell, T. Smith, Lawson and Spencer.
Company Whist Drives are held regularly and are
well attended, an average of twelve tables being
occupied. Two Detachment Whist Drives have been
organised and were evidently very popular, eighteen
tables each time being occupied. Cpl. Hunt's Jazz
Band played during the Whist and proved quite
a success, with Cpl. Hunt at the piano, Cpl. Wyles and
Pte. Rose on the banjo and Dmr. Phillips on the drums.
The Band will be in great demand during the Winter
for the local dances and they are bound to get a lot
of engagements.
"A" Company.
For this month, I had high hopes of entertaining my numerous
readers with a descriptive and interesting account of our trip and period
of training at that Mountain Warfare centre of Hawalbagh, but this
source of information has been spoilt by reason of the fact that the
Battalion SubEditor requires these notes in by a date which is slightly
ahead of our date of departure and thus for this month everyone will
have to be content with an account of our none too varied happenings
during the latter part of the season at Ranikhet.
News of a social nature is difficult to find In this Hill Station and
I myself not being gifted with the abilities to make " scandal" causes
me to present these with a somewhat abbreviated appearance.
By way of a change we are indulging in a few route marches in
preparation for the long trek which we have in front of us when we
eventually proceed to Hawalbagh. The individuals in. the company
who form part of the Battalion Intelligence Section and are now under
going a kind of refresher course within the company, arfe used in the
capacity of " Pointers and Direction Maintainors " on these marches
and up to the present they have, in cooperation with our Company
Commander, ably succeeded in making us conversant with the fact
that all roads lead to Rome.
The casuals of the company, numbering some, thirty odd, have
managed to complete their annual weapon training course held
recently and on the whole the results are considered to be satisfactory.
The practice of selected members for the A.R.A. Company
Competition also coincided with this firing; the actual thing taking
place at the latter end of August with results that did not come up to
our standard of previous years. From our previous awards gamed
in these competitions we were able to give certain money prizes for the
highest individual scores and in this respect Cpl. Hudson, Ptes. Ashby,
Spice, Packman and L/Cpl. Priestley won the respective prizes.
Our allotment of the Football Ground restricts our sporting
ventures to a certain extent, but this does not mean to say that we
entirely neglect this form of recreation, inasmuch that we have been
able to complete the whole of our matches in the Depot League, with
the final placing of fifth position.
Since last month we have encountered several teams in the League
Football and the following brief results are given :—
Against the team of the Meerut District Staff wc met our defeat to
the extent of 20 goals. In our next match, which was against the
R.C.O. Signals, we experienced better luck by defeating them 41 goals.
Our scoring was done by McLean (2) Young and T. West. Against
the Dorset Detachment we inflicted another defeat, this time 21 goals
being scored. Curtis obliged on both occasions, one from a penalty.
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Our last match was with "H.Q." Wing of our own Battalion and in
this game our opponents walked away with the only goal of the match.
We were lucky enough to have a game of Rugby with the R.C.O.
Signals as the opposing side and our reputation was maintained with
a win of 180 points. The Tries were obtained by Ptes. Crust, H.
West, and Cpls. Glazier and Hodkin (2) and L/Cpl. Parker. No
attempt was made to convert these points.
Basket Ball is attracting us lately and we have, up to the present,
had a number of interesting games.
A Pagal Gymkhana was held on the Depot Football Ground recently
and in this affair several members of the company gained team and
individual prizes.
There being nothing else of interest to make mention of I shall once
again confine my attention to a
" QUARTER GUARD."

"C" Company.
Some men are born great, others develop greatness, whilst yet
others have greatness thrust upon them.
I must say that at present I feel just like one of the latternamed
persons as it is a great job to produce a spasm of remarks for The
Dragon when one has almost no material.to work upon.
"C" Company during the last month seem to have done so little
worth recording for the outside reader that it certainly appears a
big job to get stuck into, but here goes I
Of sport we have had plenty, but it is such that is of interest only
to ourselves as we have so few opponents here with, us for Hockey,
Football, and Cricket and accounts of these matches would "bore the
reader outside the company.
Apart from sport we have been busy putting the casuals of the
company through their Annual Weapon Training Course, but I am sorry
to record that the good shooting produced by the company at Ranikhet
was entirely absent here and the Company average has suffered
accordingly.
Now we are in the intricacies of Individual Training, This year
LT.,' as it is commonly called, has taken upon itself a new interest.
Instead of the usual stale old subjects, we have been learning the
mysteries of Tent Rolling and Loading Mules with every conceivable
load that can be carried upon a Mule, and owing to the novelty the
training has been a very pleasant change and the men have really
enjoyed it which is certainly unusual—to say the least of it.
In another three weeks or so we hope to have the remainder of the
Battalion back from the Hills and then we shall start getting ready
for the training camp that is being held at Delhi this year. One hopes
that the Weather Clerk will be a little kinder this year and remember
that we are not a Marine Corps.
It was suggested by one wit that a few swimming lessons should
be included in the Programme of training in view of the conditions
prevailing at last year's camp at Kheri, but this suggestion was put
aside until we get stationed at Bombay or some equally bad station
near the " Pani."
The furlough season is still in full swing (for married men) and at
present practically all our Benedicts are away from the Company.
C.S.M. Williams is away at Simla in charge of the Regimental Football
Team—who incidentally are doing well—and a young Celibate is
carrying out his duties.
Our acting C.Q.M.S., "Kiwi" Larkin, is visiting in the Hills whilst
his duties are being performed by L/Cpl. " Mick" Mullen and Sgts.
Morgan and Cpx are also tasting the air of Ranikhet for a few weeks.
The old cry of requiring leave to bury a relative is superseded in
India by the cry that one wants to visit his wife in the Hills.
" Sesame" is not the word required to open the furlough door
here—" Married Man " is the far better cry—you can imagine that I
am single.
The party of T.X. N.C.O.'s and Men mentioned in my last notes
are still with the Company and according to the reports they are likely
to remain for quite a time yet—but there—why worry ?
India is one of the places reputed to be wonderful for soldiering,
so the books and Old Soldiers say ! I guess some of those Old Soldiers
and writers want to roll out here for another spell and see if they still
agree. As recorded by The Dragon of 18912, India was the goods,
but now—" Roll on the Boat."
I think that this is all that can be placed this month above the
Number of:—
8747.
[Cheer up, 8747. You'll soon be at the Depot / Ed.]

"Don" Company.

I say " Dame Fortune," for just before the Footer our three stars,
Long, Newbury and Prior, left to fulfil an engagement with the
Battalion Team, and our CentreHalf, " Patsy," is operating on the
plains (wrangling a boat we hear, by the way) whilst Moore, Butler
and Humphreys, our Boxers, were found unfit, and Hare, another
Boxer, left enroute for " Blighty " under para. A.B.C. In view of
this our Footer Team is to be congratulated on gaining Runnersup
Medals, and our Boxers on their splendid display. For the Cross
Country Running Team we had our full number, but "A" Company
just pipped us at the post. We offer them our hearty congratulations
on their fine run. We, however, furnished the winner in pte. Marsh
who beat all the Army Champions and Budding Cotterills in fine style,
Course, 4} miles, {Pte. Marsh's time, 29 minutes 56 3/5 seconds.
Well run, Dasher ,keep it up. Fuller details appear below.

COMPANY FOOTBALL.
We now hear there is a Platoon Football and Open Boxing
Competition to be held shortly so we are looking forward to some good
sport.
The Regiments or Detachments taking part ini the: Football,
Running and Boxing Competitions are as follows :— A Buns, H.Q.
Buffs, "A" Dorsets, Details Dorsets, Gloucesters (did not run), R.A.M.C.
(did not run).
Our first opponents were the Gloucesters whom we beat to the
tune of 21. This was a cleanlycontested game containingbags of
thrills. Our team was:—Ptes. Batstone, Crampton, Goddard, Farrell,
Purkiss, Stevenson, King, Batstone, Bishop, Bourne and Cox and our
scorers were Cox and G. Batstone. We next met "H.Q." Wing, The
Buffs, The pitch was rather wet which slightly hampered botl teams,
the forwards having difficulty in controlling the ball. Two changes
were made in our team which caused a considerable amount of
criticism as they were deemed unnecessary. However, the team
confounded its critics by winning to the tune of 20, Dolan and Bishop
being our scorers. The changes were:—Cpl. Cook, Ptes. Lnydon,
Lelant, Rabbeth and Dolan for Ptes. Goddard, Stevenson, Bourn,
King and Batstone respectively.
In
No. 3 our opponents were "A" Company, Buffs. A fast
and cleanlyfought game on a dry pitch ended in our favour by the
only goal scored, Cox being our scorer. The same team represented
us in this game as in game No. 2.
We next met Details, The Dorsets, and on a very wet ground won
by a big margin of 4 goals to 0. One change was made in the team,
Rabbeth HUpiaHng Bourn. This was a game in which kick and rush
tactics paid as it was impossible to control the ball on so sodden a
pitch. Our team was Pte. Crampton, Cpl. Cook, Ptes. Batstone,
Farrell, Purkiss, Laydon, Bourn, Dolan, Bishop, Lelant and Cox,
our scorers being Bishop (2), Dolan and Cox.
In game No. 5 we met the R.A.M.C. This game was rather spoilt
by the sodden nature of the field, in fact it was more or less a farce
as huge puddles of water lay all over the pitch. However, it was a
laughterfilled spectacle for the spectators, the players wading their
way to and fro. A draw, 2 goals being shared, was the result, although
our forwards had bags of opportunities to score more, but could not
control the slippery sphere. Dolan was our scorer and the same team
represented us as in game No. 4.
 We next met the R.C.O.'s whom we beat by the only goal, a fine
game in which our defence stood the test well. Cox scored for us and
we turned out the same team again who remarked : " Wonders will
never cease, must have made a mistake, surely ? "
Our last game was against "A" Company Dorsets. This was
more or less a Cup Match, for the winners of this game were winners
of the League. Bets were freelv offered and taken and a general
state of excitement prevailed when the whistle sounded calling the
Captains to the centre. About four hundred spectators were present,
the game opening amidst rounds of cheers and the ball went to each
end without a serious shot being put in. The Dorsets' rightwinger
obtained p™=w=inn and went down the touchline to put in a perfect
centre; just as this was being cleared the whistle sounded and the
Referee was seen pointing towards the fatal twelve yards spot. His
decision was hotly disputed. Personally, I thought it was a wrong one
and in either case a free kick would have sufficed, but as there were
two offenders in the dangerous play a goal resulted. From then and
until halftime whistle sounded the play was of dingdong fashion.
In the second half the Dorsets scored again although we had the lion's
share of the game, our forwards being unable to find the net, the
importance of the match rather putting them off their play. Full
time came with the score 20 in favour of the Dorsets. Our team was:
Pte. Crampton, Cpl. Cook, Ptes. Batstone, Farrell, Purkiss, Laydon,
Bourn, Dolan, Bishop, Lelant and Cox. Although no single player
should be picked out for merit, the team on the whole played well,
I do not think I am wrong in saying that Batstone, Cox and Crampton
were our best performers. These latter three have also been chosen
for the Depot team with the addition of Farrell.

SPORTS AT RANIKHET HILL DEPOT.

CROSS COUNTRY RUN, 4£ MILES.

Since arriving at the Hill Depot we have taken part in three com
petitions, namely, Football, CrossCountry Runmng and Novices'
Boxing. We did fairly well in each of these, but evidently " Dame
Fortune" only allotted us the " Runnersup" position this year.

"A" Company; Buffs* team first, "D" Company, Buffs, second.
Teams of 12; first 8 to count. Our team was ;—Ptes. Marsh, Olivers,
Blake, Buddie, Humphreys, Bailey, Dayey, Smissens, Lord, L/Cpls.
Golding, Oliver and Ashmore.
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" FLAG DAY IN THE BUTTS."
The day has come for the men of "D,"
To fire theirannual course,
So clean your rifles men of "D,"
And don't fear for the worst.
They start to fire and get a bull,
And perhaps an inner too,
But when they get a dirty flag,
You see them all turn blue.
Those markers, they have let him down,
I've heard bystanders say,
And " Crikey, if he don't look out,"
" He'll loose his tanneraday."
He's' down on rapid, he's down on snap,
He's down on grouping too,
And " Blimey " look he's down again,
For they have only given him two.
His total now is 39,
So perhaps he'd better sweat,
And if he don't get 15 more,
He'll be a " Bung " I'll bet.
" Badger " loads and takes an aim,
And pulls the trigger quick,
And then he sees the same old thing,
Some Red Rag on a stick.
He loads again and takes an aim,
And tliis time quite correct,
But " Dekko, Badger," says his mate,
You've got the same old stick.
But now the course is over,
And all the shooting's done,
A first class shot " Badger " wanted,
But behold, he's got a " Bung."

2nd Battalion.

W

(SOLDIER).

(Sang to the tune of " Blue Skys")
Bulls Eyes—All of them gone,
Nothing but lancers, from now on,
Marksmen we haven't got none,
Even the crack shot is a bung,
Never saw the disc all through the day,
Red and white bunting got in the way,
Waiting for the markers to do their stuff,
If we play 'em football we'll treat 'em rough,
Propav, all of it gone,
I'll be on " Bungs " parade from now on.
" ARRY, TIMEX."

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who was the N.C.O. who asked for " Dummies " on the range'
instead of Empties 7 Was he in a " Golding " dream 7
What was " Slippery " thinking of when he reported, " No. 1 Gun
cleared, Sir," instead of Rifle ?
Do black men turn white when going to England for a time 7 Ask
" Australia."
Who was the certain individual of No. 15 Platoon who, after return
ing from the range on first day's firing wrote in his diary thus;—
" Have had a very good day. Arose at 6.30, washed and had break
fast, paraded for range at 8.30, fired, got a 4* group at 100 yards,
possible 200 yards." 7
What did he mean by being born with a rifle in his hand 7 and was
he proud of himself 7 Ask " Australia."
Is Gibraltar in England 7 Ask " Long 'Un."
Who was the man in No. 16 Platoon that said he could buy Woollen
Jerseys for eight rupees in the Bootmaker's Shop and could he tell us
how many he thinks he could buy there 7 Ask Nancy.

HEARD ON THE RANGE.
Firer to Instructor: " It won't be necessary to put your sights up at
600 yards, will it Corporal ? "
Instructor : " Why 7 "
Firer: " Well, Corporal, we are firing dowuhill from the 600 yards
firing point."
Instructor: " Oh, no ! All you have to do is to pull the trigger harder
and the bullets go faster.
THE USUAL SCRIBE.

How to get "The Dragon."
JeOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are
i year 8/-, 6 months 4/-, 3 months 2j-.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.

ITH manoeuvres over,
the timeworn fallacy
that seems, as in our motti,
to ' flourish ever anew'
presents itself yet again,
to deceive once more the
optimistic and to disillusion
the newcomer.
This is, of course, the
idea that there is some
where a distinct lull, as it
were, in the activities of
those who are going
through what some dis
grutled dispeptic once called
'the Aldershot treadmill.' For eleven months
in the year the soldier is buoyed up with the
hope that at some definite period he will be
able \o say ; " Well, after a few days we shall
be starting again." As a matter of fact, the
wheel, which is supposed by some to be the
mythical " ladder of promotion" suffering
from acute indigestion, no more stops than an
Army clock strikes midnight; before there
is time to realise it 23.59 hours has become
00.01 hours.
MANOEUVRES.

.

From the spectacular point of. view,
manoeuvres this year must have seemed to
the Press and spectators a complete failure,
for there was none of the customary staged
performance culminating in a Grand Finale
in full view of everybody in the approved film
style. Instead, the opposing forces were
merely given one or two limitations, placed in
position and given the word " Go."
Consequently extreme caution was shown
everywhere, and no fairy ever alighted quite
so gently as the 1st Division touched the 2nd.
The 5th Brigade, to which The Buffs had done
Advanced Guard, and subsequently No. 1
outpost company, never gained real contact
until 48 hours after they got into position and
in another three hours it was all over. So for
the most part, the battalion did little except
patrolling by day and outposts by night.
With a front of nearly two miles pushed
out in front of Billingshurst, the sector was
comprised chiefly of a large pheasant covert,
of which the denizens, showing no signs of
anxiety in spite of their approaching fate,
gave rise to many a temptation as they
perched on rifle barrels and invaded haver
sacks. These strange sights were only seen
by those who spent their manoeuvres, like
the J abberwock, ' whiffling ' through the tulgy
wood, and are doubtless unbelieved by those
who lived within sight, sound and smell of
Billinghurst's select little 'hotel.'

THE DRAGON
At 08.50 hours all ranks heard with relief
the eagerly awaited ' standfast and no
parades,' and began to talk about ' ten to
nine ' and ' walking home ' and other strange
expressions. In a nearby field the battalion
began to assemble, small parties of troops
appearing from all directions, and the officers
of "C" Company disposed of much Govern
ment chalk by commandeering a section of
the main road outside to record the fact that
" Manoeuvres ended here, 08.50 hours,
20/9/28," supplementing this with a realistic
Dragon, drawn by the Company. Commander
himself.
The next few hours were spent in removing
all possible accumulations of Sussex from
person and equipment and feeding preparatory
. to marching back. The first
stage was
a twelve mile trek to a village called Fisher
Street, where the Battalion bivouacked for
the night, and Band instruments and Drums
came by lorry from Midhurst. The final
march was 18 miles and was accomplished at
record speed in 5| hours marching time, the
Band and Drums playing the whole way.
The last 5 miles were done in an hour and a
quarter, a good finish to a successful show.
Replete with Sussex apples, Sussex air and
Sussex dust in various forms and places, the
Battalion returned to throw itself again into
the numerous features of Aldershot life, which
include Cadres, Courses and Casuals judiciously
spiced with Football, Firefighting and
Furlough.

PERSONALIA.
We welcome 2/Lieut. Kenward, who has
joined us from Cambridge just after
manoeuvres. He will be a great addition to
our Battalion Golf Team.
We must apologise for having omitted one
or two important items from our notes last
month. Our Rugby Team has received the
addition of 2/Lieut. H. G. Wooller of the New
Zealand Staff Corps, who came to us
for a year's attachment at the beginning of
manoeuvres. We are also pleased to see Lieut.
Findlay again and hope it will not be for the
last time. 2/Lieuts. Reith and Gordon also
did their yearly attachment.
The Battalion will sustain a great loss by
the departure of Captain Stronge, who has
gone to take up an appointment in "I" Branch
at the War Office.
Captain and Bt.Major Whitaker and Capt.
Keble are hourly expecting an order for one
of them to go out to India, but to date nothing
has been definitely settled.
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Sport.
Much activity is being observed in all branches of
sport this month. Rugby is coming .once more a big
feature, thanks to the efforts of a few ardent
' old hands.' Association Football is also in full swing,
though we have not always been doing as well as we
might. Running teams are out daily, and Boxing is
in evidence again. Our energetic B.A.D.S. has
produced yet another show and in fact everything
is running as smoothly as could be expected with half
the battalion on leave. Full reports are to be found
elsewhere in this issue.
Rugby.
That our team is rapidly more enterprising and
efficient is shown by the results of our last two matches
below. This is largely due to daily morning practice
and the patience of our chief coach, Lieut. Turner.
We have also acquired from our Pioneers a
' Scrummingcage' and a double gallows with tackling
' corpses.'
2ND BN. THE BUFFS

V.

CRANLEIGH SCHOOL.

Played on No. 63 Ground, on 3rd October. The
game opened briskly with the usual succession of
scrums for minor breaches of the rules, but soon settled
down and a good run by Connolly enabled him to pass
to R. F. Parry, who had a straight run through and
touched down. Reeves converted. Five minutes
later there was some loose scrumming in Cranleigh's
' 25 ' and Connolly broke through on the wing. Reeves
again converted a very difficult shot. The packing
of the scrum was now improving and Haggard soon
found his opportunity to get right round on the left.
This was, however, an almost impossible task for
Reeves and halftime went with the score at 13—3.
Feeling full of spirit, our team set themselves to
get an even better lead and in. quick succession
Haggard took a pass from Nicholson and scored a try,
which was, however, not converted; then Wooller
took Parry's pass from the scrum and touched down
again between the posts, enabling Reeves to convert.
Haggard again got the ball and did a good drop over
the goal, bringing the score to 25—3. He was now in
scoring form and gave us one more goal before time
left the final score at Buffs, 30 ; Cranleigh 2nd XV., 3.
2ND BN. THE BUFFS

V.

D.C.L.I.

D.C.L.I. kicked off and we pressed until a line kick
relieved them. After a good deal of loose play, the
attack was carried into our quarter, until Nicholson
relieved with some pretty footwork. Taking
advantage of this, we pressed home the attack and
Reeves made a good attempt at a goal, while Connolly
just failed to dummy his way over. The D.C.L.I.
then intercepted and Cpl. Norris just saved by tackling
his man from behind. The D.C.L.I. gained ground
from a good line kick, but we touched down. On play
being resumed, D.C.L.I. continued to attack, but good
work by Connolly and Knocker saved us. We started
a passing bout, which broke down, but sterling play
by the forwards, with Kenward prominent, gave
Haggard a chance and he just failed to force his way
over. Soon after this, halftime sounded.
On resumption of play, D.C.L.I. pressed hard and
there was a good deal of loose play, during which two
D.C.L.I. men were temporarily put out of action. Off
side play gave the D.C.L.I. a free kick,, but after an
interchanging of kicks—no result. Soon after this,
Knocker made a good run and Nicholson obtained
possession, to be collared. He unfortunately twisted
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his arm and had to retire. After this there was a good
deal of loose play, during which the D.C.L.I. were
awarded a free kick, which just passed inside the posts,
to give them the game by three points to nil.
2ND BN. THE BUFFS

V.

NO. 1 COMPANY, R.M.C.

Both teams were handicapped by not having their
best out, but the game was quite interesting to watch.
After the kickoff, there was a considerable amount of
loose play, after which Rose cleverly dummied his way
past several of the opposing side, to give Haggard
a clear run home. Reeves converted. No. 1 then
attacked and forced their way over. We resumed the
attack with added zest, the forwards doing good work,
and Connolly sidestepped his way over to score our
second try. On play being continued, No. 1 Coy.
scored a try, which was converted. Halftime.
After the halftime spell the play brightened up.
Reeves on several occasions, with good footwork, nearly
got over, but No. 1 counterattacked and it was only
by good play by Rose and Nicholson that they were
temporarily driven back. However, before long they
scored a converted try. After this, we had it all our
own way, the forwards bustling No. 1 off the ball.
Nicholson scored next and Reeves converted, with
a beautiful kick. Then Connolly dived over and
Haggard, with good work by Cpl. Norris, was not long
in adding another point. No. 1 attacked hard, but
good dribbling by Kenward saved the situation, and
a passing rush ended in Nicholson scoring.
Final score : 21—16.
B.A.D.S.
A great improvement has been made in our Barrack
Institute stage and our present equipment would be
a credit to many a professional theatre. We have our
own lighting installation, with head lights, foot lights,
spot lights, wing lights and several very good scenes.
Also a willing crowd of helpers to shift the scenes and
do the many odd jobs that have to be done
before a show. Thus it is that we are able to bring off
a highly successful show. (Pardon our pride—we
hope it was good) and the Draft we are sending to
India will, it is hoped, arrive with memories of melodies
and recollections of laughter, if with nothing else!
I append the full programme as printed and hope the
Editor will give us a little space for it.
May I appeal again to all ranks to lend us a hand
in running this show. It is done solely for the amuse
ment and benefit of the Regiment and is still
selfsupporting.
We would like fresh talent, fresh ideas and fresh
.material. No offer is too small, no one turned, down,
nothing rejected. Most of our actors will shortly be
leaving the Service and we must have replacements.
Anyone with *a voice, a selection of jokes or anything
original, please walk up. Secretary, Sgt. Diamond,
The Band.
PROGRAMME.

7 p.m. sharp.

Doors open 6.40 p.m.
The B.A.D. Lads
present
a breezy, bright, brainy and buckshee Entertainment
with which they hope to take the wind out of the Draft.
Characters (in order of appearance):
" Ba Goom" Bowyer, a hit from the North
Lahkri the Laichrymator, to keep us in tears of
laughter
" Ramona," a star turn
Handsome Hanson
Diamond, a trump as usual
Bonny, bonny Banks (of the Basingstoke Canal)

Burton, .the Banjo Banger
Ratcliffe (likes his drop of Bass)
Field (over the banks and through the woods)
and last but not least:—
Bashful Bessie, our mystery dancer.
Ably assisted by Diamonds Notrumpers.
Stage scenery by the above and the Pioneers.
Lighting by R. E. Hardwork and Co.
Everything else by permission, accident, luck, or
enthusiam.
PART I.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

OPENING
SONG
SONG
SONG
DUET
SKETCH
DUET

8. Finale

"Me Too!" ..
.. " Stewdleoooo'
"Ramona"
.. " Kashmiri Song "
"So Tired" ..
"Motoring" ..
' Miss Annabelle Lee
.. "Mary Brown"

BOWYER.
WOODS.
MRS. FIELD.
... L/CPL. HANSON.
BOWYER & DIAMOND.
... WOODS & BANKS.
... BARTON & FIELD.
THE COMPANY.

SKETCH ENTITLED " FUN ON A TROOPSHIP."
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

CHORUS
SONG
SONO
DANCE
SONG
SONG
SONO
CHORUS
SONO
FINALE

including
A CONCERT.
DRAFT.
" Miss Annabelle Lee "
AMOS.
" Love ! Wonderful Love "
BOWYER
&
CHORUS.
" Swannee River
MISS SIMON.
Hornpipe ...
MRS. FIELD.
... " Darby and Joan "

" Wheel him in !
" A Sailor's Farewell"
" Twopence in the Hat'
" Don't forget to write "

L/CPL. HANSON.
... RATCLIFFE.
QUINN.
... THE C.S.M.
Miss CHARMAINE."
THE COMPANY.

THE KING.

Note.—Due to finish at 9.20 p.m. in time for Supper.

Sergeants' Mess.
Once again we are on the scene, but the news this
month is more scarce than ever it was. Since our last
notes we have got settled down in Barracks again, and
are now in the midst of annual furlough, weapon
training cadres, etc., so that there is little of interest
for the reporter to make a note of.
We have commenced our winter whist drives and
dances, but up to the present have only held one,
which although thoroughly enjoyed by all present,
was not so well attended as they usually are.
However, better results may be the verdict at the
succeeding shows.
Again we have had a couple of changes since last
appearing in print, for " Bob " Watson has gone to
the Depot to replace L/Sgt. L. Chapman, who has
dodged us and gone to Shorncliffe with the idea
of transferring to the Army Educational Corps. How
ever we wish him luck. Sergeants Burville and Smith
have rejoined the Battalion from the Depot with the
idea of becoming " Merchants in charge of pay and
barrack damages." Burville has been promoted
already to C.Q.M.S. and we congratulate him very
heartily. It is expected that Smudger's promotion
will not appear for quite a few months yet. Further
notification has been published that two more of our
shining lights in the persons of Trice and Cronin are
proceeding to the Regimental Depot in a very short
time. No doubt Alf will be highly delighted, for his
one theme has been " I wouldn't arf like to get one of
them Depot jobs." Perhaps he will not find it quite
so simple as he thinks; then again, it may be far
easier One never knows. Still we wish them both
the best of luck in their new sphere. Since writing
our last news, our Archangel has had his wings singed
rather badly, but as he has gone on his annual furlough,
there is a faint possiblity that they may grow normal
again. Anyway we hope so, because he has gone to
the Vickers crowd, and those people need wings.

THE DRAGON
Two members of the Mess sent a beautiful piece of
silver to the W.O.'s and Sergeants of the H.A.C. in
commemoration of the good time they gave us when
we were presented with our new colours in July last,
and they have written to us to thank us with all the
fervour possible, which makes another mark of sincere
friendship between two regiments. It is quite possible
that we may again meet the H.A.C. in the near future.
If we do there are some lively times in store ! We are
all hoping for a future meeting and wishing that it
may be at Aldershot when the weather is good.
By the time these notes are in print, we shall have
lost two more members of the Mess in Sergeant Petley
and L/Sgt. Curliss who are proceeding to join the 1st
Battalion in India. May they always sweat and be
seasick all the way out there ! We do not really
mean that, but we must say something to cheer them
up. A further addition to our ranks was Sgt. Hodges
from the 1st Battalion, but we are not seeing much
of him, owing to the fact that he is proceeding
to London to take up duties as Instructor to the 7th
City of London Regiment, T.A., vice Sgt. Carvell, who
is returning to us having completed his tour of duty.
Sacco Page is at present on a course of Chemical
Warfare and Paddy Cronin on a course of Fire Fighting
Duties, so that when they return there should be plenty
of gas and fire in the Mess for a day or two
until Paddy gets his nose towards Canterbury!
Having reached the limit of our news, we will once
again close down, hoping that next time more may be
heard from
FATHER PENNIBS.
"C" Company.
What a month this has been for the old Company,
for it seems that the whole Company was put into a
sieve and sifted out, the trouble being that several
good men went through with—I was going to say
' the bad,' but then, there are no bad men, so I will
call them indifferent. Anyway, on October 1st, a large
number of N.C.O.'s and men were transferred to other
companies, while we, in return, received tWo N.C.O.'s
and four men. To these, Cpl. Riley, L/Cpl. Terry,
Ptes. Terry and Amer of M.G. Coy. and Ptes. Nye and
Sorrell of H.Q. Wing, we extend a hearty welcome
to the Champion Company. We do hope that they
will do all in their power to assist us in the future.
To those who departed from the company, we wish
every success in. their new companies; we hope they
soon settle down and take an interest in their new
training. This particularly applies to the younger
members who have gone to the Machine Gunners,
a good many of whom we could ill afford to lose.
Sgt. Cronin has gone to H.Q. Wing, where he will
be found on the Police and Fire Fighting Staff. He
has rendered the Company valuable service in the
past, and we hope he will continue to serve his new
company in the same manner.
Sgt. Night and Cpl. Nash have drifted over to our
nearest rivals—"A" Company. We wish them every
success. L/Sgt. Richardson and Cpl. Gowers have
found their way to good old "B" Company. We hope
they will serve them well.
Major F. Whitaker left us at' the early part
of September to take over command of "A" Company.
We realise that this command is essential to Major
Whitaker, but his stay with us was much too short
for our liking. I am sure our late 2ndinCommand
will be missed in many ways, particularly in that he
possessed a large car, capable of taking large loads
to the range, etc. We had a little sore feeling in the
knowledge that Pte. Hanson accompanied him to his
new; company. Hanson was another good allround
man we could ill afford to lose. Anyway, for services
rendered in the past we will call it ' all square.'
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Pte. Fagg has left us for a tour of duty at
the Depot; He has been employed as a cook
for some time, H.Q. Wing once thinking he would
make their number of cooks up to strength, but we
thought otherwise. WE also know a good man. He
was a tower of strength on our TugofWar rope, and
we are sorry to lose him, but hope he will fatten tire
young members of the Regiment to take his place on
our rope next year. Pte. Pye has joined the Company
from the Depot; we hope he will soon get busy. Sgt.
Harvey has found his way back to his old company
from tire same place. We are pleased to renew our
acquaintance with him. I am sure he will assist us
in many ways.
2/Lieut. H. P. Williams left us towards the end
of the Manoeuvre period on Sick Leave. He was very
unfortunate to rick his ankle while playing for the
Officers' Team in the Basket Ball Competition at Camp.
We hope it will soon mend.
L/Cpl. Spence has been on his month's Sick Leave;
he has had to spend some time in hospital, owing to
damaging his back early in the season. We hope he
will arrive back quite fit.
L/Cpl. Hobson was a victim of the Camp SixaSide
Football and has been in hospital ever since ; we hope
he will soon return to duty. He has the consolation
of knowing that the " C.l." Team won the competition.
In the Draft for India we lose some good men. We
hope that they have a good trip and soon settle down
in the 1st Battalion. Our men proceeding overseas
are L/Cpls. Woodcock and Gambrill, Ptes. Cowell,
Drewitt, Finnigan, Groombridge, Isom, Lindup,
Reynols, Skinner, Thomas, Woodard, King . and
Wilkinson. Some have had only a very short stay
with us. I am sure Isom is looking forward to his
trip abroad.
As to Manoeuvres, the present company
correspondent is in the unfortunate position of knowing
little of them, but could write a good deal about the
Camp life at Cowdray Park.* I think it will be
sufficient to say that the weather was grand, which
meant good manoeuvres. Everyone had a good deal
of marching to do; all came back in good condition.
The camp was ideal and several good days were spent
in camp between operations.
The company is at present on leave, although
a good number of the N.C.O.'s and men are still in
Barracks. Weapon Training Courses are keeping the
N.C.O.'s busy. Some men still have to fire their
Annual Course. Our Company Commander went on
leave on the 2nd' October, leaving Lieut. Nicholson
in charge during his absence. Owing to the draft
leaving and the draft of seventeen coming to our
company from the Depot, our O.C. will find many
changes on his return. It is understood that there are
several promising men in this draft. There is work
for all. We are looking for a runner to take the place
of Cpl. Trinkwon. Who shall it be ?
In the field of sport we are still going strong as
the Champion Company. In the Battalion Rifle
Meeting we were runners up, gaining two points. The
TugofWar was held in September, when we were
again runners up, gaining two more points. Up to
date "C" has four points, with a lead of one point over
"A" and H.Q. 24 Companies. In the TugofWar
there were some excellent pulls and we gave to 24 Coy.
of our very best, but it was not quite good enough.
We lost the toss and lost the advantage of the ground.
I should like to see the TugofWar take place on
a nearly level piece of ground, even if it meant going
further afield. For, once we lost the toss, we knew we
had also lost the Shield, although we were determined

364

THE DRAGON

to put up aTfight for it. The Shield leaves "C" Coy.
after four years of careful keeping—but only after
a hdrd fight. We will get two back for this one before
next May.
At football we hope to prove our value before the
season is over. We have had several practice games
and the team is working well. We do not suggest
that our opponents up to date have been at full
strength, but neither have we. We played H.Q. and
won  5—2 ; against "A" Coy., won 4—1 ; played
"A" Coy. (scratch teams) drew 2—2 ; against "B"
won 3—1.
Some of the players on our books for the season are
already wellknown. The remainder you will hear of
later:—
Goal: Ptes. Rhodes and Parsons ; Backs : L/Sgt.
Wade, L/Cpl. Hobson, Ptes. Church and Young;
Half-backs : Cpls. Riley and Norris, L/Sgt. Stubber
field, Cpl. Handscomb, L/Cpls. Spence and New, Ptes.
Brugess and Pox; Forwards: Sgt. Burville, Cpl.
Coade, L/Cpl. Lee, Ptes. Garratt, Nye, Smith, Pye,
and Wilkins.
Placed on Transfer List:—Cpl. McNulty, L/Cpl.
Hurley, Ptes. Perry and Thomas.
Anyway, we hope "C" Company men will be fit,
should they be called upon to represent the Battalion.
Running will soon be commenced in the Company.
We have to improve our . position of eighth in the
Command InterCompany. We' have lost a few good
men, but I am sure it can be done by hard training.
To Sgt. Burville we extend a hearty welcome.
May he stay long with us. We hope he will soon settle
down to his work, then find time to assist the Company
in the field of sport. To us older members of the Regi
ment, he is wellknown for his abilities in all sports.
Corporals' Mess.
Although the month has not been a favourable one for sport, we
have been able to play one football match—against the D.C.L.I.
Corporals—when we won by four goals to two. The team was as
follows Cpl. Sanders, goal; Cpl. Drake and L/Cpl. Goatley, backs :
Cpl. Norris, L/Cpl. Marsden and Cpl. Clinker, halfbacks; L/Cpl.
Vlney, Cpl. Coade, L/Cpls. Cunnington, Harper and New, forwards.
This was a good game and goes to prove that the Corporals are by no
means a back number. The scorers were Coade 3, Cunningham, 1.
Cpl Parrett and his Outdoor Committee have promised an unlimited
number of matches during the season, by going round to all
the Corporals in the Command, if possible.
During the month we again met the D.CLI. Corporals—this time
in a friendly Billiard Match. On this occasion we again came out on
top, leading by 83 points. Cpl. Sanders, L/Cpls. Harper, Lee, Brace,
Goatley and Acott were our representatives.
L/Cpl. T. Smith (1st Battalion) who has been attached to "H.Q/'
Wing for some time, has now returned to his Battalion, whileCpl. G.
King has left for the Depot for a tour of duty. Another member,
Cpl. Crane, has gone away to Netheravon on a course. We welcome
to the Mess, unfortunately for only a short time, L/Cpl. E. Cadman
from the 1st Battalion, who is for the time being attached to A
Company. We understand that very shortly he leaves us in order to
learn something about chickens and other such things, prior to going
into civilian life. Another addition to the Mess is L/Cpl. Sorrell on
his first appointment. This N.C.O. has, we are told, been under
intensive instruction from Detective Banks, on the art of being
" Librarian, Grouped Barrack Library'." If this appointment is as
important and impressive as it sounds, one can well" understand how
pleased Det. B. is on handing over. "A" Company Corporals have
been heard to say " One more to do O.C." Does this mean Orderly
Corporal, or—
Unfortunately, owing to the absence of many of the Members on
.leave, we cannot yet run any Dances or Smokers, but expect to start
some time in November.
During the coming week we shall lose L/Cpls. Woodcock, Braid
wood, Gambrill and Norris, who are going on a big boat on the water.
We wish them the very best of luck. Some of them are on the roll of
waiting men, so that they have a chance of remaining here.
' FYLDEVRE*

"H.Q." Wing.
The last time I wrote the Dragon Notes it was a typical summer's
day. Now—Winter has come !

The Signals, Drums and a number of the employed are now on their
Annual Leave and it falls to my lot to write the notes for the Wing.
We are having a very busy time. The leaves are falling from our
Chestnut Avenue and as fast as we clear up the ground is covered again.
Sports are going strong. I have placed the position of the Groups in
our Wing Sports Competition below and I think the result will be very
dose. Everybody is very keen on this Competition. The Boys hu^e
started their League Football again, but I am sorry to say they lost the
match with the King's Own Royal Regiment. .Better luck next tune*
The Band paid their monthly visit to Alexandra Palace on the 14th
and will be there again on the 25th November. We had a wonderful
crowd and our programme was greatly appreciated.

INTERGROUP SPORTS COMPETITION.
No. 1 Group (Signals)
No. 2 Group (Drums and A/T.)
No. 3 Group (Employed)
...
No. 4 Group (Band)

Cricket.
2
3
1
4

Football. Swimming. Total.
1
3
6
3
4
10
2
I
«
.1 Father ^OICH^ »

Machine Gun Company.
Owing to about ninety per cent, of the company being on annual
furlough I am afraid my notes will be short this month, not having
anything much to write about.
We would like to congratulate our O.C. Company on obtaining a
"Q.I." at Netheravon, but we did not look for anything less.
The youngsters (Young Hands) start training on the 12th of
November and we are hoping to turn them into some good gunners.
Lieut. F. W. B. Parry, Sgt. Emery, Sgt. Marsh and Cpl. Watte have
come with the young hands and we hope they will enjoy their tour of
duty with us.
Sgt. Petley, L/Sgt. Curliss, Ptes. Morris and Wickenden left us for
India on the 20th ; we all wish them the best of luck.
^ GUNNER.

"A" Company.
Manoeuvres are, to everybody's satisfaction, over and finished with
and once again we have returned to our " peace station and comfort
able beds and are looking forward to our Annual Leave.
Some of our N.C.O.'s have already gone for a month's enjoyment
and relaxation, so as to allow them to be back in time for the long
Weapon Training Course, but the remainder of the company are stay
ing behind for the time being and doing their '.Duty .They will
have Christmas at home and are therefore quite cheerful about it.
The Draft, which by the way, sails on the 20th of October, have
already returned from leave and are now looking forward to the Big
Boat." Some are anxious to go, others reluctant and a few indifferent,
but at the firesent moment none of them look too pleased with them
selves, this being due, I believe, to the unkind Doctor who punctured
their arms for the second time yesterday. This will have worn off b>
the morning though and they will again be looking forward to cleaning
up the Mess Room, etc., as a pastime. But still, putting jokes on one
side we all take this opportunity of giving them a good cheer and
wishing them the very best of luck with the 1st Battalion when they
arrive and a good voyage out there.
After the departure of the Draft our company will be rather weak,
for although a Draft arrived from the Regimental Depot on the 10th,
we did not get any of them and so have noone to replace those that
are leaving us.

Several changes have taken place in the Company since my last

notes, the most important being that of our Company Commander.

Capt. Stronge has left us to take up a new position. Everyone was
sorry to see him go, for he has been one of the best and we wish him
every success in his new appointment.
Captain (BrevetMajor) F. Whittaker has taken over the Company
and I am sure he is very well liked by all ranks so I am certain that we
shall continue to thrive under his Command as we have done previously.
We all wish to extend to him our hearty greetings of welcome.
2/Lieut. Wooller of the " New*Zealand Staff Corps" is attached to
the Company and has taken over No. 3 Platoon. We only r^jret
that he has not been actually posted to us for he would make: our
sprinting team IT, but as he is only attached he cannot compete for
the Company. Nevertheless, lie will be. able to do a world of good in
training our team. This, I understand, he is quite willing to do.
We also have to welcome several others to our midst, one being
t/Set. Knights, D.C.M. and we accord him and all others a hearty
welcome. We must also bid farewell to Sgt. Trice and Cpl. King who
have gone to "H.Q." Wing and the Depot respectively.
The winter months are now upon us, so once more Football comes
into its own. We have already started with one or two intercompany
games, having played "C" Company twice and each Company gaining
a victory.
As I have stated before in the columns of The Dragon, our hopes
are high of making a big show at this kind ofsjiort this year, and I am
cven more confident now than before. I think we _ can safely say
that with ordinary luck we shall come out Top Dogs.
. L/Cpl. Beal has been " swattingup " for his First Class Certificate.
We all hope he was successful in the actual examination.
HNIY
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Bell Harry.

seems almost im
possible that only
last
month
we
were
talking of beautiful weather
and bewailing the fact
that winter would soon
arrive.
Now,
the rain is
beating on the windows,
leaves are falling fast,
ever}' now and then cold,
huddled figures scurry by :
sometimes, in front of a
fire,
occasional talk is
heard of the past summer
in the same kind of tone
which those who are given
to reminiscences use about
the balmy days in the
army of '08. It all seems
very far away : yes, November has certainly come,
bringing winter, too.
And with it has come rather a gloom, or is it only
that we are doing exactly the same as we did this time
last year and the year before that and so on back to
1572 and that there has been nothing special to record
other than our ordinary routine ? That, at any rate,
is the case.
This last week or so we have seen one or two Buffs
who have been playing in the Regimental Golf Meeting,
but not so many as we should like to have.
All officers have lately been kept busy by going
round the county examining various schools in the
Certificate " A." On Saturday, October 20th, a fair
percentage from the Depot went up to Loudon for the
Past and Present Dinner.
We were glad to have Lieut. Crozier spending
a night here before he crossed over to France to stay
a day in Paris with Capt. Watson ; he was then going
to pick up his boat at Marseilles on October 19tli.
E.A.A.
Hockey.
SEPTEMBER 26TII. V. S.A.S., IIYTHK. Drew, 1 1.
Our first match of the season. We did not combine
much like a team, but were fortunate in having
opponents also in the same predicament. We did
quite well to draw 1—1 against a team with some
good individuals.
SEPTEMBER 27TH. v. CANTERBURY H.C. Won, 12—0.
Playing much better together than the first match
and with far more scoring ability than last year, we
always had the better of the game against an obviously
weaker side.
OCTOBER 10TH. V. MANSTON R.A.F. Drew, 4 4.
A good hard match in which each side led
alternately and we were rather lucky to obtain a "oal
in the last minute or so to effect a draw. The R.A.F.
scored a goal within the first two minutes before we
woke up. Capt. Willows and Sgt. Tutt then put in
some useful combination work and Capt. Willows,
especially was on the top of his form. The halfbacks
and backs were hard put to it throughout the game.
IN this match we were without Lieut. Penlington at
centre half. Although an able substitute, Sgt.
Adam's place is obviously righthalf.

OCTOBER 18TII.

V.

HERNE BAY.

Won, 14—2.

The team was changed for this match as Sgt.
Burville lias left for the Battalion. Sgt. Gibson
dropped back to fullback and Cpl. King, recently
arrived at the Depot, played at half. The change
worked well and Herne Bay's two goals were mainly
due to L/Cpl. Good, whom we produced as a substitute
owing to their being a man short. The match was
played in pouring rain throughout.
Sgt. Rowe; Lieut. Airy, Sgt. Burville ; Sgt.
Adams, Lieut. Penlington, Sgt. Gibson; R/L/Cpl.
King, Pte. Ashton, Capt. Willows, Sgt. Tutt, Capt.
Howe.
The above has been the team (except for the last
match already referred to) and promises to be one of
the best that the Depot lias had. It has drawn the
Seafortli Highlanders in the first round of the Eastern
Command Hockey Championship.
E.A.A.
Football.
Since our last notes under the above heading the
following matches have been played :—
KENT AMATEUR LEAGUE (Eastern Section).
Sept. 29. v. Deal Town ...
...
... Lost
8—2
Oct. 6. v. Dover United
...
... Won
5—1
13. v. 2nd Bn. The Queen's Regt.
Lost
8—1
The match with Deal Town was played at Deal,
in very fine and warm weather and before a good gate.
The first half of the game was very good, both sides
giving of their best and the exchanges being fairly
equaL The score at halftime was Deal, 2 ; Depot,. 1.
The Depot equalised soon after the recommence
ment at which score play continued up to within ten
minutes of the close, when for some unknown reason
our eleven seemed to fall away and Deal went oil to
score six more goals. Sgt. Smith in goal, was still
suffering from liis injured foot and was not on his best
form and Sgt. Sidwell sustained a nasty cut over his
left eye which put him off for the last fifteen minutes.
We were decidedly unlucky to lose this game. Ashton
and Chandler scored for the Depot.
We were more fortunate in our game against Dover,
which was played ou our ground. We were masters
of the situation throughout the whole ninety minutes
Dover never once looked' like netting the ball, much
to the chagrin of Sgt. Ulcliier and several other of his
townies who turned out to see his town " take our
boots off." Iu this match we turned out L/Cpl. Good
in goal, who played well during the very few times lie
was called upon. The goal scores were : Ashton (3),
Triukwon (1) and Payne (1).
Our next game, against the 2nd Battalion The
Queen's Regiment, at Dover, I am afraid gave us
a little insight to our real standard of Soccer, which
was in keeping with the standard that can only be
expected of a Depot team. We got licked 8—1. The
Queeu's Regiment put their full Regimental side out
against us. We seemed like eleven men getting in the
way of a football team. Still a clean, sporting after
noon was spent and we were not too disappointed,
well knowing what we were up against. We still have
another opportunity of testing our prowess against
this team aud we at least hope we may do better.
Sgt. Tutt scored our only goal, a really brilliant
effort.
H.B.S.
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Sergeants' Mess.
On 21st September the members of our Cork Club
proceeded to Gillingham to attend the First Annual
Dinner of the Medway and District Branch of the Past
and Present Association. The party mustered twenty
three and on arrival were met and welcomed by Capt.
A. Barton and Mr. Smith.
It was very pleasing to be able to meet some old
pals and we spent a very enjoyable evening, C.S.M.
Howard and Sgt. Smith helping considerably in the
musical programme.
Leaving Gillingham about 11 p.m. we reached
Canterbury by midnight, being again welcomed by
the members of the Ladies' Cork Club, they having
had full sway in the Mess during our absence.
Many changes, as shewn below, are taking place
among the members of our Mess, and whilst we wish
the departing members and their families the best of
luck, we also extend a hearty welcome to the new
hands:—
Sgt. McNeir to 1st Battalion.
(Awaiting
embarkation orders).
Sgt. Harvey to 2nd Battalion. (Tour expired).
L/Sgt. Chapman to A.B.C. (On probation for
transfer).
Sgt. Burville to 2nd Battalion. (With a view to
promotion).
Sgt. Smith to 2nd Battalion. (With a view to
promotion).
L/Sgt. Watson from 2nd Battalion. (For Tour
of duty).
Sgt. Larkin from 1st Battalion. (For Tour of
duty).
Sgt. Crump from 1st Battalion. (For Tour
of duty).
Sgt. Cronin from 2nd Battalion. (Four Tour of
duty).
Sgt. Trice from 2nd Battalion. (For tour of duty).
L/Sgt. Dolbear. (On appointment to L/Sgt.).
ExC.S.M. Shreeve Pigott paid us a visit on 29th
September and we were pleased to see him looking so
fit and also to know that he is working within easy
distance of the 2nd Battalion.
The first Whist Drive of the season took place on
8th October, under the management of the Ladies'
Cork Club Committee. There was a nice attendance
and the following took the prizes:—
Ladies: 1st prize
...
... Miss Corney.
„
2nd prize
...
... Mrs. Barber.
Gents.: 1st prize
Sgt. Williams.
2nd prize
Sgt. Tutt.
Lucky Number prize ...
... Mrs. Keegan.
An " All Ranks " Dance was held on 9th October
to give a sendoff to the Orthes Squad, when C.S.M.
Howard and Sgt. Rowe with their able assistants put
on a good show. C.Q.M.S. Taylor was unfortunately
absent from his usual post as M.C., he at the time
being convalescent after an operation for appendicitis.
Several members were candidates at the recent
examination for 1st Class Educational Certificates,
and we wish them all the best of luck.
Corporals' Mess.
" Hullo ! Hullo ! Corporals calling !" Working on
one valve we have at last reached The Dragon office.
First and foremost we must congratulate L/Sgt.
Dolbear on his well earned appointment. He now
gazes down upon us from his lofty perch. We hope
he will not get married and spoil it all.

We also have great pleasure in welcoming Cpl.
King and L/Cpl. Willson to our fold of Black Sheep.
We sincerely hope they will enjoy their rest.
Just lately we have been visited by Cpls. Drake
and Pitch and L/Cpl. Smith. It gives us much pleasure
to know that they still remember us and hope that
others will carry on the good work.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who put Vancouver the wrong side of Canada ?
Where is the skating rink ? (Ask J oe).
Is Treasurer a " snip " ? (Ask him again).
What will the cavewoman do, now he has lost
his P.P. ?
Trained Men's Notes.
fsjinv* our last month's notes were published there have been quite
a few changes in the Depot Staff. Among those who have left us are,
Ptes. Brookes, Pye and Stuart who have been posted to the 2nd Bat
talion. From the 2nd Battalion, Ptes. Almond,Fagg and Wiles have
been posted for a tour of duty, to whomwe extend a hearty welcome.
Football is now in full swing, and the most notable of our many
matches during the last month being against the Cpls' whom we beat
4—2 and against I«efevre's which resulted in a draw 4—4 (away).
As the leave season isnow drawing to a close we are settling down
to work again and by next month I hope to make more notes.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Why does Ginger's left shoulder droop so much of late ? Some
one told me he was severely injured at a dart match.

4th Battalion.
O E P T E M B E R slipped by,
k5
and I am sorry to say
. HiLLEi/ j missed sending in any notes,
so this month must embrace the
omission.
Training has commenced
again in earnest for the winter.
Shooting for the year has been
completed with, I hope, satis
factory results in all companies.
Several of our old N.C.O.'s from
Dover and other stations are
leaving us, but we hope they will
continue to take an interest in
their old companies though no
longer active members.
Congratulations to our Margate
and Thanet Company on their
excellent muster for the opening
of the new Margate Hospital,
when Captain Witts provided a Guard Of Honour to
the Lord Mayor of London. This, I may say, was
a company affair, as unfortunately we could extend
no assistance from Battalion Head Quarters.
"D" Company, or rather our Dover Detachment,
have regained the Emden Shooting Cup at Dover and
we hope they will continue to hold it every year in
future.
On October 27th the Officer Commanding the Depot
has kindly asked the Officers to dinner. This annual
event is, I know, always looked forward to by the
Officers of the 4th Battalion, and continues to help
the link between ourselves and our Regular brother
Officers.
On the 25th October we are having a Battalion
Tactical exercise at Canterbury for all Officers and
N.C.O.'s.
At the Regimental Golf meeting at Sandwich on
the 17th and 18th of October, the Battalion should
be well represented, and I hope by the time these notes
are printed the results will show some of the prizes
as having fallen to the 4th Battalion.
v[jj3l+f>)
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Captain Hardcastle is moving his house to the
borders of Sussex, near Wadhurst. We hear he made
such a vast profit on the sale of his farm, he is going to
retire from active farming.
Congratulations to Lieut. Turner on passing his
promotion examination at Chatham in September.
We wish to welcome Sgt. Sidwell to the Battalion
as the new instructor at Cranbrook. We know him
well and feel sure he will be a great success with our
Weald Company. At the same time we must say
goodbye to Sgt. Dennis, who is returning to the 2nd
Battalion after doing four years of useful work with
the Battalion. We wish him every success in the
future and hope that he will not forget us in the days
to come.
We hear our Colonel, Lord Goschen, will be
remaining in Madras for an extra year, so we shall not
see him till the end of 1929.
"A" Company (Thanet).
As our Battalion Headquarters did not put any news in the October
issue of The Dragon our notes appeared under "Beneath Bell Harry !"
We have therefore, joined the Depot and severed our connection with
Fourth Buffs "H.Q." and assume that they are closed for repairs !
The Guard of Honour at Margate was in every way a success. We
paraded 74 strong, all from our own company, and Colonel Sir Charles
Batho, Lord Mayor of London, complimented us on our turnout and
our strength.
The Skipper is off on the 22nd to do an attachment with the 2nd
Battalion at Aldershot and is looking forward to his visit to Blenheim
Barracks as he was there with the 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards in
1913 for a month. Lieut. Rose is off to the Depot, Canterbury on the
5th prox. for two weeks.
The annual miniature range shoot between the Ex1/4th Buffs
and the Ramsgate Detachment for the Grant Cup, kindly presented
by Lieut.Colonel L. B. Grant of the Simla Rifles for annual com
petition, was won this year by the old hands by the narrow margin of
one point. It will be presented at the Reunion Dinner on the 27th
instant.
Ramsgate Platoon sent a shooting team over to Sandwich last
Wednesday and an interesting match took place, but Lieut. James
team beat Ramsgate by 48 and 2/Lieut. Rose and his team are all
being fitted with glasses for the return match.
The monthly spoon shoot at Ramsgate was won by Cpl. Reynolds
and the one at Sandwich by Cpl. Field.
Tortoises at this time of the year go to sleep for the winter and a
few of our N.C.O.'s appear to have gone with them. Our
QuartermasterSergeant has not had time to check the Canteen stock
since Q.M.Sgt. Marsh left us and the Platoon Sergeant at Herne Bay
appears to think that L/Sgt. Boswell is quite capable of doing every
thing on his own as the former has not been seen for some time. The
Bar is not yet open nor are the windows repaired. Sgt. Elvery and
Corporals Field, Rowley, Dunster and Parker at Sandwich continue to
do splendid work and never grouse. They have a very snug Club and
Canteen.
_
CAMEL EDITOR.

EAST KENT RIFLE VOLUNTEER CORPS.
ExColourSergeant Cox of Ramsgate has recently presented "A"
Company, 4th Buffs, with the Battalion Orders from 1873 to 1879,
of the 2nd Battalion Cinque Ports Rifle Volunteers, afterwards the
East Kent Rifle Volunteers, and it is interesting to note that the
strength of that Battalion on the 31st October, 1876 was as under
Target Practice
Best Shots
in order of
Coy. Station.
Strength.
as Marksmen.
merit.
'A" Ramsgate ... 51
Pte. R. Austin
5
"B" Canterbury ... 75
Pte. W. Smith
6
"C" Canterbury ... 63
Sgt. J. Martin
4
"D" Hythe
... 22
7
"E" Sittingbourne
69
Col.Sgt. Honeyball ...
1
"F" Folkestone ... 61
Col.Sgt. Robinson
...
8
"G" Margate
... 99
.Sgt. White
2
"H" Ashford
... 61
Sgt. R. Giles
10
"I" Wingham ... 65
Sgt. H. Smith ...
... 13
"K" Dover
90
O/R Sgt. G. Smith
... 11
"L" Romney
... 81
Cpl. H. Pope
9
Staff
22
Tntill ...

759

The old records are most interesting and shew how efficient the
Corps were and how strict the discipline was. Members who were
returned as NonEfficient had to pay the subscription of £1 10s. Od.
to the funds—and a member who was drunk in uniform was dismissed
the Corps in 1876, and a certain Private in "B" Company was dismissed
the Regiment in 1878 for firing blank ammunition in the streets of
Canterbury and fined 10/. Another gentleman who was alcoholicly
embarrassed on parade was dismissed and had his name published in
the local papers.
It is interesting to note that in 1876 Margate foifnd 90 while in 1928
the detachment only numbers 30, several men having resigned owing to
coming on the reduced rate of bounty if tliey reengaged. In 1876
our forebears got no bounty at all. Come on, Margate, join your
County Territorial Regiment as your fathers did before you.

"B" Company.
By the time these notes are published our training year for 1928
will have passed and no doubt everybody will be soon looking forward
to receiving their Bounty. The reduction in the bounty that is now
being paid does not appear to affect many likely recruits for when one
looks back and sees tlie number of new faces in the Company it really
appears that we are getting as many men to join now as we did when a
Bounty of £3 was paid. Most certainly there is still the good comrade
ship and spirit amongst the recruits. We would welcome any young
man to join any of our detachments.
I think, when one looks back on our past training for 1927 and 1928,
it is very creditable to all ranks. The musketry course this year has
been greatly altered, but in spite of that the Company has done very
well. As regards the Company average, this will be made known in
our December issue of The Dragon.
We have another Officers' and N.C.O.S' Tactical Exercise taking
place at Canterbury on the 28th and we shall, no doubt, as on all other
prev ous occasions, see a good muster for this parade.
The attendance at Drills in the Drill Halls at Sittingbourne and
Whitstable is very wonderful, especially when one sees N.C.O.'s and
Men on parade in un form after leaving off work, at least five and six
miles away from home.
In connection with the Past and Present Meeting which was held
on Saturday, 15tli September, 1928, I am very pleased to report that
a few more members have since joined and we are hoping that in a short
time the whole, or at least a good many of our presentserving territorial
will join our jolly happy band. It is hoped as soon as possible, to start
out on our own; we should do so. Come along, Sittingbourne, lead
the way. A meeting of all Sittingbourne members is being held at an
early date.
Preparations are now being made for our Annual Prize Distribution
at Sittingbourne, which will be held on Saturday, December 1st and
it is hoped that aU ranks will put their shoulders to the wheel and go
one better than last year. The Company Prize Distribution and
Smoking Concert will be held at Canterbury on November 15tli.
Our monthly spoon shoots for silver spoons are still creating interest
in the Detachment. The winner of the silver spoon for the month of
September was L/Cpl. Martin and for October, Pte. Homcwood. We
congratulate them. Ptes. Frost and Hunt respectively were the
winners of the wooden spoon.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What was wrong with the trained men's team when they fired
against the team of Recruits on the Miniature Range ?
Is it true that the Hall is booked for Christmas for a wedding ? If
so, what does Tiny Munchey know about it ? Can Frizzey give us
any information.

"C" Company.
Owing to our regular correspondent being away there is not much to
record this month.
The Company will be having several changes shortly. Sgt. Dennis
our P.S. Instructor will shortly be leaving us and we tender a hearty
welcome to his successor, Sgt. F. Sidwell, M.M., but more of this next
month.
In the Brigade Shoot at Shoreliatn the Company did very well
beta" top of the Battalion and 5th in the Brigade. L/Cpl. Bilsy of
the team won the Brigade Medal for the best recruit and we take this
opportunity of congratulating him on his fine performance.
The Company are now busy on their winter training and we hope
to be able to swell our numbers before the New Year.
We had a visit from our Adjutant (Captain Willows), on Monday,
October 8th and we hope that he wiU be able to attend one of our
concentration parades and give one of his excellent lectures as he did
LAST

YEAR

" WEALDER."
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Mrs. Smithers.
THE WEDDING OF SMUDGER'S DAUGHTER).

" Oh yes, Mrs. Scrubbers—its a goin' to be what
they calls posh. Of course me and Mr. Smivvers
is agoin', oh yes, we're agoin'."
" Yer knows, Mrs. Smivvers" answered Mrs.
Scrubbers, at the same time taking a deep breath and
holding up her hands " I never perfumed for one
minute
"
" Presumed my dear, is the word " interjected Mrs.
Smithers.
" Oh, that's right Mrs. Smivvers, I knowd it was
summit like that—but as I was asaying, I 'ave known
Smudger Smith's girl since she was—well, I was agoin'
to say before she was born, but it aint quite right.
Anyhow, I seed 'er before 'er old man did. Oh she
was a little cat; yelled and squelped for days. And
poor Mr. Smith—'e was disappointed. Yer know, 'e
'ad them thoughts of seeing a son one day a blowin'
the General Salute, but when I whispered 'im the news,
'e went straight to the canteen and started blowing
the froth off a pot of beer. Oh, 'e was so upset."
" Oh yes, Mrs. Scrubbers, but I remembers 'er long
before that ' appened—long before, my dear, and
now to think she's grown up big enough to marry
Drummer Sticks. Of course, my dear, its purely a
love match—and so romantic. It 'appened all so
suddenly one night last December. Yer see Smudger
—'er old man—got shoved in the clink for 'avin' a row
with the camp fire alarm : they said 'e was drunk
just because they found 'im pulling the nob of the
alarm and asayin' that 'e ud tear its blinking nose orf
if it looked at 'im again like that. Yer know my dear,
I've orfen stood where that alarm now stands before
it was there and
"
" I spects Mr. Smudger didn't see any difference
that night, Mrs. Smivvers, or else
"
" Don't yer be insulting, Mrs. Scrubbers. No man
ud ever dream of pulling my nose—so there !"
" I never said no such thing, Mrs. Smivvers. But
yer've 'ad yer washin' pulled orf the line before
today."
" No man as ever pulled anything for me and if
yer want a row, Mrs. Scrubbers—and me a peaceable
lovin' woman—yer can 'ave it."
" I don't wants a row, Mrs. Smivvers, but yer can't
deny many a man—and woman—'as pulled a glass
of beer for yer."
" Well, just yer keeps my name out of it. The
romance—as I was a tellin' yer, was like this. Poor
old Smudger was in the mush and Drummer Sticks
was a blowin' the last post or it might 'ave been the
regiment's lights out. All of a sudden—yes, my dear,
all of a sudden—'e felt a soft touch and who should it
be but Smudger's daughter, Albuhera. They
christened 'er that because she was born on the 16th
May. Under 'er arm was a packet of fish and chips
for 'er old man. With them tears in 'er eyes, she
implored Drummer Sticks to take them to 'er farver
alying in the cold, cold cell of an Aldershot Guard
Room. Sticks point blank refused because there was
no pepper or salt on 'em. She put 'er arms round 'is
neck and begged 'im for the love of Sam Isaacs to
carry out 'er request. Sticks, 'owever, stood firm—'e
'ad no sympathetic feeling for the gentleman named
since the free use of the vinegar bottle 'had been
prohibited. When Albuhera said she would give
Sticks ' 'er' love they clicked, and Smudger got 'is
supper !"

As the day of the wedding drew nigh, excitement
prevailed supreme. Albuhera was busy with ' her
trousseau, which was being made from the finest four
by two flannelette, the generous gift of the company
storeman. This made Mrs. Smithers remark: "I
'ad to buy every blinking stitch in my day. There
was none of them there ' in and out' shops where yer
slipped in one door and got chucked out the next—oh
dear no."
" Of course, Mrs. Scrubbers, yer knows Albuhera'll
want a porter—I means a page, my dear—to 'old up
'er train—won't she ?"
" Not a bit of it, Mrs. Smivvers. She's argoin'
to be married in Aldershot and is agoin' to the wedding
place in a taxi cab, my dear."
"Yer does surprise me, Mrs. Scrubbers. I don't
mean what you mean—yer're so ignorant. I was
married to Mr. Smivvers in a train and
"
" Well, I was more respectable—I got married in
a church—so there" interjected Mrs. Scrubbers.
"Yes, a church, and when the clergyman looked at
Mr. Scrubbers, then at me, and says to Mr. Scrubbers
' will yer take this young lady to be
'"
" Young what, Mrs. Scrubbers ?"
" Young lady, Mrs. Smivvers, and 'e did smile as
'e said it."
" I should think so. But its Miss Albuhera's
wedding I'm atalking about—not yourn."
On the day of the wedding everyone was early astir.
Albuhera was having an anxious time as someone had
whispered Sticks was on fatigue and had been all night
trying to describe the probable features of importance
lying behind the skyline of matrimony. On the other
hand ' she ' was thinking of washing day with Sticks
doing the collecting in a big basket. It pleased her
to think she could get a new broom or mop without
having to purchase it. But, she was determined—if
anyone pinched her mop—my word! there would be
trouble with the new bride of the regiment.
At last Sticks with his bride stood in front of the
altar. Unfortunately, the wedding march could not
be played as Dodger Green—who usually attended
to the blowing of the organ—was ordered by his C.O.
to attend to the blowing of the Circular Bass on a route
march.
" Who giveth this woman away ?" queried the
parson, as he peeped over the rims of a plus four pair
of spectacles.
Mrs. Smivvers was just about to speak when Mrs.
Scrubbers poked her in the ribs and suggested it was
no time nor place to rake up the past. Anyhow,
Smudger chipped in and said " I does, and there's 'alf
a dozen more I 'as if anyone wants to take 'em orf me
'ands."
There was another commotion when It was
discovered Spud Austen, the best man, had forgotten
the ring.
Of course, Spud blamed Donkey and
Donkey blamed Spud. An unbecoming scene was
only frustrated by Nobby Clarke loaning one from the
finger of Bogey Knight, who had it given him many
years ago in the ' long bar' at Chatham by a lady
friend. Nobby was in such a hurry that he nearly
got spliced instead of Sticks.
As the bridal pair left the church everyone threw
rice and confetti. Mrs. Scrubbers (who had previously
been shopping) made an awful mess of things by letting
go a bag of flour which, fortunately, missed the bride,
but unfortunately landed slap in the face of Mrs.
Smithers. This necessitated the victim being hurried
home in a covered transport wagon along with the
meat.
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The next morning after the night before, Sticks was
on a A.F.B.252, charged with being absent from Tattoo
until Reveille.
" What have you to say " asked the C.O.
" Well Sir, well Sir," answered Sticks, " I got
married yesterday and me muvverinlaw said this
morning
"
" Give this man a sleeping out pass, Sergeant
Major " said the C.O.
" Says he doesn't want one. Sir. Says he married
Albuhera, and until he can find diggings in town to
take her to there's nothing doing. He refuses to give
his rations of bread and meat to keep his
motherinlaw."

J.E.

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
REGULAR ARMY.

Lieut. W. G. Cass, M.B.E., resigns his commission (Oct. 17th).
COMMANDS AND STAFF.

The following appointment has been made:—
Capt. H. C. T. Stronge, D.S.O., M.C., The Buffs, to be G.S.O., 3rd
Grade, War Office (Oct. 8tli).
TERRITORIAL ARMY.

4TH BN.—Sec.Lieut. W. J. Richards resigns his commission (Sept.

10th).

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Attested as shewn :—
Recruits A. Nash, 14928; W. E. W. Horgan, 21928 ; A. G.
Kemp, 27928; A. F. Himsworth, 22028; J. Olifent, 31028 ;
C. C. Button, 81028 ; B. Jenning, 91028 ; A. E Gray, 111028 :
J. Brookes and J. Jordan, 131028.
TRANSFERS TO ARMY RESERVE.

6281398 Pte. G. Richards (1st Battalion attached), transferred to
Army Reserve, 111028.
6281401 Pte. (L/Cpl.) W. Morbley (1st Battalion attached), trans
ferred to Army Reserve. 121028.
6281403 Pte. (L/Cpl.) G. Veitcli (1st Battalion attached), trans
ferred to Army Reserve, 141028.
6281412 Pte. F. Fittall, transferred to Army Reserve, 161028.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

6281225 Sgt. W. Maskell, "D," promoted W.O. Class II. and
appointed C.S.M., 1 10 28.
6280806 Sgt. W. Doe, "D," promoted ColourSergeant and appointed
C.O.M.S., "H.Q." Wing, 11028.
6282209 L/Sgt. A. Gilligan, "D," promoted Sergeant, 110 28.
6283306 Cpl. A. Ranson, "D," appointed I.anceSergeant w/e from
I1028.

6283235 L/Cpl. T. Edwards, "D," promoted Corporal, 1 1028.
6282390 L/Cpl. H. Jones, "D," promoted Corporal, 11028.
6283612 Pte. B. Hanaford, "D," 6283624 Pte. E. Frew, "D,"
6283656 Pte. H. Hornsey, "D" and 6283040 Pte. E. Smith, "D,"
appointed Paid J,/Cpls. w/e from 11028.
6281230 Pte. W. Hall. "D" appointed Unpaid L/Cpl., 11028.
REENGAGEMENTS.

6232616 Pte. T. Wells, "A" (il.B.i, re engaged for one year w/e
from 121128.
6280495 Drar. II. Darmnn, "D,"' reengaged for one vear w/e from
5 1028.
6280884 Dmr. E. Fennell, "D,': rcengaged for one vear w/e from
41028.
6280648 Pte. H. Holman, "B," reengaged for one year w/e from
51228.
723479 Pte. F. Moore, "D," reengaged for four vears w/e from 18
II-28.

6282567 Pte. F. Parncll, "A," reengaged for four years w/c from
271028.

6280681 Pte. G. Rigden, "B," reengaged for four years w/e from
271028.
DISCHARGES.

The following were discharged on Termination of Engagement w/e
from 309 23 :—
6280476 L/Sgt. G. Foad, "D" (lJ), 6282525 Pte. R. Fox, "A" (R),
62822527 Pte. C. Wade, "A" (M), 6280625 C.Q.M.S. T. Foad, "D"
(D).
6280604 Dmr. C. Coleman, "D" (D), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/c from 310 28.
6282539 Pte. F. Hitch, "A" (R), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 8 1028.
'
6282560 Pte. C. Laslett, "A" (M), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 131028.
6282537 Pte. G. Pottle, "A" (M), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 41028.
6282627 Pte. M. Camburn, "B" (W), discharged under Para. 1933
w/e from 30928.
6281146 C.Q.M.S. A. Philpott, "D" (F), 6283456 Pte. G. Smart
"A" (R) and 6280707 C.S.M. B. Wisdom, "D" (D), discharged under
para. 1933 w/e from 30928.

By Appointment

POSTINGS.

6282107 Pte. W. Brookes and 6281793 Pte. H. Pye reposted to 2nd
Battalion on completion of tour of duty, 31028.
DRAFT.—The undermentioned were posted to the 2nd Battalion
on 101028:—
6283760 Pte. F. Collins, 6283761 Pte. W. Flemming, 6283762 Pte.
T. Punnett, 6283763 Pte. H. Gore, 6283766 Pte. T. O'Connor, 6283767
Pte. G. Firminger, 6283770 Pte. G. Briggs, 6283771 Pte. D. Beamont,
6283773 Pte. H. Smith, 6283776 Pte. R. Fox, 6283775 Pte. R. Taylor,
6283779 Pte. V. Simons, 6283780 Pte. E. Briggs, 6283781 Pte. W.
Ranee, 6283782 Pte. G. Milne, 6283785 Pte. H. Brigstock, 776565
Pte. P. Cordell, 6283784 Pte. T. Dowling, 6283787 Pte. L. Compton,
6283789 Pte. J. Clarke.
6281824 Sgt. A. Harvey, reposted to 2nd Battalion, 61028, s.o.s.
6282932 Pte. J. Stuart, reposted to 2nd Battalion, 121028.
6278340 Sgt. A. Burville and 6279042 Sgt. A. Smith, reposted to
2nd Battalion, 151028.
6282427 Pte. R. Alexander, 7681858 Pte. G. Wiles, 6282327 Pte. R.
Fagg and 6282989 Pte. R. Almond posted to Depot for a tour of duty
from 21028.
6282300 Cpl. G. King, posted to Depot for a tour of duty from
2nd Battalion, 61028.
MOVES.

6282972 L/Sgt. L. Chapman, proceeded to Shomcliffe to attend
Course with a view to transfer to A.E.C., 121028.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

1668834 Cpl. W. Dolbear, appointel Paid. LanceSergeant.

to H.R.H. The Prince of Wales.

SANDON & Co.,

LTD

8 SAVILE ROW,
LONDON, W.1.

Civil, fHMlitan> ant> ITDufti bailors,
Ibuntino Goats ant) ©rcecbes.

DISCHARGE.

6281673 Pte. E. Hawkins discharged under para. 370 (viii) King's
Regulations, 11028.

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.

6283999 Pte. E. Bentley, "A" (H..B.), 10928: 6284000 Pte. C.
Mancini, "A" (H.B.), 10928 ; 6283998 Pte. P. Neame "A" (II. B.),
24828 ; 6284001 Pte. C. Swan, "A" (H.B.), 16928; 6284006
Pte. P. Beanland, "B" (S), 41028; 6284003 Bov W. Edwards,
"D" (D), 20928: 6284007 Pte. R. Ellenden, "A" (R), 13928;
6284905 Boy A.Everett, "D" (D), 20928 : 6284004 Boy J. Gregorv.
"D" (D), 20928; 6284002 Boy G. Simmonds, "D" (D), 6928.

TELEGRAMS

TELEPHONE

GEEGEE, PICCY, LONDON

GERRARD 2783.

Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appointment to
The Royal Scots.
The Royal Warwickshire Regiment.
The King's Regiment.
The Norfolk Regiment.
The Somerset Light Infantry.
The East Yorkshire Regiment.
The Bedford & Hertfordshire Regiment.
The Royal Scots Fusiliers.
The Royal Welch Fusiliers.
The South Wales Borderers.
The Worcestershire Regiment.

The East Surrey Regiment.
The Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry.
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment.
The Border Regiment.
The Royal Sussex Regiment.
The Hampshire Regiment.
The Dorsetshire Regiment.
The Prince of Wales' Volunteers.
The Welch Regiment.
The Essex Regiment.
The Sherwood Foresters.

The Loyal Regiment.
The Northamptonshire Regiment.
The Royal Berkshire Regiment.
The King's Shropshire Light Infantry.
The Middlesex Regiment.
The Wiltshire Regiment.
The Manchester Regiment.
The North Staffordshire Regiment.
The York & Lancaster Regiment.
The Durham Light Infantry.
The Royal Ulster Rifles.

LONDON: 4 NEW BURLINGTON STREET, REGENT STREET, W. 1
WOOLWICH: 25 THE COMMON
ALDERSHOT 29 HIGH STREET
CAMBERLEY: 68 & 68A HIGH STREET
Telephones: 2346 Regent, London; 300 Woolwich; 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams: " Afflighty, London " ; " Flight, Aldershot"; "Flight, Camberley"

© Sports
Outfitting.
Fifty year's experience
of Sports Outfitting to
H.M. Forces at Home
and Abroad.
Specialists in all Requisites for RUGBY and
ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL, HOCKEY, GOLF,
SQUASH RACKETS, BOXING & ATHLETICS
Regimental and Company Club Colour Jerseys
and Shirts made to Order.
LIBERAL DISCOUNTS ON CLUB ORDERS.

Complete List Post Free.

AWAITING ORDERS

77)/iifey
yXJ OALDEF

o/ALDERSHOT

THE SENIOR STORE.
MILITARY TAILORS &
BOOTMAKERS.
HOUSE FURNISHERS.
GENERAL DRAPERS.
REMOVALS & STORAGE.

" The Sports Specialists."

23 HIGH STREET, ALDERSHOT
Telephone 92.

. One Minute from the Queen Hotel.

(Dfiits's

Youngs,

THE SOCIAL CENTRE.
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We offer our sincere sympathy to Major
H. A. B. Ternan on the death of his mother.

Captain Rice and Lieut. D. S. Lister are
due home on leave from Nigeria.

Major R. P. S. and Mrs. Elderton have
removed to Southfield House, Whatley, near
Frome. They are about four miles from
Frome and ten from Bath.

The wedding of Captain FosterHall and
Miss Ellis on the 14th November at All Souls,
Langham Place, was a very cheery function.
As was only natural, the 2nd Battalion was
very strongly represented, a special feature
being the presence of a large contingent of
W.O.'s and N.C.O.'s. The reception was held
at the Langham Hotel.

We offer our sincere sympathy to Major
H. E. Ward on the loss of his father.
Major Field has been elected a member of
the Band of Brothers.
We have received from Captain S. Barker
a copy of the first number of " The Moths "
(Memorable Order of Tin Hats). Membership
is open to all who took part in the Great War
friend or foe.
'
The annual is published in Durban. It is
well got up and contains much interesting as
well as amusing matter.
The Ashford and Dover Branches held their
annual dinners during last month. Both
reumons were most successful, a full account
of each appearing under Branch Notes of the
Association.
Captain E. H. Allen writes from Kurriasi,
on the Gold Coast, where he is stationed for
the time being. This is the Headquarters of
the Gold Coast Rgt., West African
Frontier Force. He says : "
Sgt. Kelsey
is looking very fit and is acting as Orderly
Room Sergeant. Captain E. B. Backhouse
is stationed at Accra, in the same Colony,
and has ^ recently captained a polo team to
victory in the tournament at that station,
which is the principal one as far as polo is
concerned, winning the Lady Bagge Cup
The team was: (1) Lt. Edwards (Bedford
shire and Hertfordshire Regt.  (2) Lt D A
Symonds (The Buffs) ; (3) Lt. Hanley "(R.A.);
(4) Capt. E. B. Backhouse (The Buffs).
The score was 8—3 (in the final match)."
It is interesting to hear that Accra, which
most of us ignorant people regard as the back
of beyond, is quite a gay place, where there
are three dances a week.
Captain R. J. Tuke is to be crossposted to
the 2nd Battalion and will be " sent home
by public opportunity."
We congratulate Captain N. D. Rice on his
promotion to the rank of Major in the
J
R.W.A.F.F.

Lieut. FearnsideSpeed, who is quartered
at Zaria, hopes to be home in time for the
Dragon Club Dinner next year.
It is interesting to note that Lieut.
FearnsideSpeed's Company of the Nigerian
Regiment won the " Gong" presented by
Colonel Crookenden when with the Nigerian
Regiment, for the Company Bayonet Fighting
Competition.
Mr. C. G. W. Robson has been sent for
a few months, on business, to Australia and
hopes to arrive in time to see the last Test
Match.
Cheery news has reached us from Mr. F. G.
Crozier from Port Soudan : " A fairly decent
trip, but a following wind in the Red Sea.
However, the ship is so slow that it catches it
up and passes it, so the effect is the same."
Mr. K. M. C. Mallam was selected as one
of the 32 competitors for the Squash Racquets
Army Championship, but .was beaten by
Captain Green (Northamptonshire Regt.) in
the first round, after five games.
Mr. Connolly and Mr. Craig have been
elected members of the Naval and Military Club.
One who knows something of Rugby
Football recently saw the 2nd Battalion
playing at Aldershot and remarked that they
had the makings of a really good side. In
a recent match in the Army Rugby Union
Competition our team won by four penalty
goals to two ! The place kicking of Mr. Noel
Reeves was a feature of this match; we
congratulate him on being chosen to play for
the Army Trial XV.
We are asked to say that the Dress
Regulations for Officers of the Buffs are now
printed.
They will be sent by O.C. Depot to officers
on being posted and may also be obtained, price
6d., from the Mess President, 1st, 2nd and 4th
Battalions.
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Lieuts. Airy and Lynden Bell have passed
in subjects (a) and (b) for promotion to
Captain.
We hear from C.S.M. W. G. Stewart that
he is now performing the duties of R.Q.M.S.
to the Nigeria Regiment at Kadnna.
We regret to hear of the death of No. 4494
E. F. Etherington which occurred at
Chichester on November 11th. Etherington
was with the 5th M.I. Company in the South
African War.
The Royal Sussex Regiment very kindly
furnished a bearer party at the funeral on the
15th, Mr. E. F. Noble representing The Buffs.
Mr. F. Cowell, Assistant Area Repre
sentative ,Ashford .represented The Association
at the funeral of the late Pte. W. E. Cackett
and placed a wreath on the grave.
We publish on another page particulars
regarding Rhodesian Tobaccos. These tobaccos
and cigarettes are now obtainable from the
N.A.A.F.I.
We personally can vouch for the cigarettes,
as when in South Africa we found we could
 smoke any number without any ill effects.
Again Christmas, and again my best of
good wishes to the Officers, Past and Present,
and to the men of all ranks in the dear old
Regiment, The Buffs. May they all have a
very happy, merry Christmas, and everything
that makes life ^orth having in 1929.
From Mrs. J. B. Backhouse,
Upper Deal, Kent.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

Bromley.—6278771 Sgt. A. Bromley, M.G.,
a daughter, Eileen Elsie, born at Canter
bury, 23/10/28.
Tar box.—6281702 L/Cpl. J. Tarbox, M.G.,
a daughter, Josephine Mary, born at
Aldershot, 12/10/28.

MARRIAGES.
Barton—Evans.—Mr. F. Barton (late Sgt.,
1st Battalion) married at Hastings, Sussex,
18/10/28, to Mabel Alice Evans.
Burford—Brown.—6282740 Pte. T. Burford,
H.Q., married at Faversham, 6/10/28, to
Rose Charlotte Brown.

Hall—Ellis.—On November 14th, 1928, at
All Souls, Langham Place, by the Rev.
Arthur Buxton, Captain Eric Foster Hall,
M.C., The Buffs, son of Mr. and Mrs. John
Foster Hall, to Margaret, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Somers Ellis.
Scarlett—Macbean .—At Holy Trinity Church,
Brompton, Lieut.Colonel the Hon. Gerald
Scarlett, The Buffs, and Margaret
Macdonald, widow of Colonel William
Alleyne Macbean, late Royal Artillery.

DEATH.

Cackett.—3381 Pte. W. E. Cackett, late of
The Buffs, died at Westwell on 30/10/28
from heart failure.

Memorials.
During recent investigations in the Garrison Church
at Canterbury it was found that a memorial to Private
Poile had become obscured owing to the erection of
a new organ. The memorial has now been moved to
a more conspicuous position and mounted on black
stone. The wording on the memorial is as follows :—
" To the memory of Pte. Charles Poile, D.C.M.
"G" Coy., 1st Bn., The Buffs.
Died at Dover, 11th April, 1906.
Erected by his Comrades in Affectionate Memory.
R.I.P."

Saint Augustine's Cross.

D

REAMING by the lonely hillside,
Mistenwrapped, but faintly seen ;
Dreaming at this Christmastide
Of the Ages that have been,
Since Augustine landed here
With his message of good cheer :
*' Peace on Earth, and Mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled."
From the heave that marks the hillcrest
Swirling mistwraiths pass me by,
Fancy would these wraiths invest
With a human shape, till I
0
Seem to see the Ages pass
Paying homage to the Cross.
Romans stern, in armour cased,

March beside their ancient foe ;
Saxon, Norseman, Norman, passed
With the men to whom we owe
Right to worship as we please
Christ newborn, the Prince of Peace.
Faint against the fitful moonlight
Shows the Cross that marks the spot,
Where in worship they unite
Differences of creed forgot;

There the Saint in monkish dress
Stands with outstretched hands to bless.
Ours the faith that binds the Ages,
Makes us one with this array ;
All our fear and doubt assuages—

" Christ the Lord is born today."
Clear upon the night air ringing,
Bells this message to us bringing ;
" Peace on Earth, and Mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled."
E.C.F.
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D I A R Y
OF

ROBERT

BLAKE.

BORN 23 NOVEMBER, 1795.
DIED 15 OCTOBER, 1886.
(AGED 91).
PENINSULA CAMPAIGN.
circuitous route towards our destination.
July, 1813. After a tedious voyage, often
Our way thus pointed out was by moun
becalmed, across the Bay of Biscay, we
tainous paths and we were obliged to bivouac
anchored off the N. coast of Spain near the
harbour of Santander and the town of Bilbao
at night.
August 30th. Lord Wellington and his
where we landed the horses, etc. Then passing
staff passed by, and asked who we were.
very near to St. Sebastian while under close
I saw him thus for
siege—our battery
the first time, by
guns
thundering
flashes of lightning,
and shot striking
in heavy rain, en
the breach—within
veloped in his large
our sight weentered
cloak and cocked
the harbour of
liat covered with oil
" Passages "
be
silk—as represent
tween high roeks
ed in the pictures.
and landed next
He was ridi ng
day.
through these
August
28th.
mountain
paths,
Here the officers
attended by native
purchased horses,
guides,visiting such
mules and donkeys
Divisions as he
carry
their
to
expected would be
baggage. Our de
again attacked on
tachments
were
the following day,
ordered to march
issuing his orders,
up the country—
and directing their
through
Lesaca,
positions. The
Lord Wellington's
attack, however,
headquarters—but
was not repeated.
Soult on that day
Passing the river
made a powerful
Bidassoa after a
assault upon the
fatiguing march of
army covering the
several days, some
siege of St. Sebas
times housed, some
tian, and in out
times bivouacking
march we were
at night, we suc
suddenly and unex
ceeded in joining the
pectedly attacked
1st Bat. of the Buffs
by the French
encamped in the
concealed behind
mountains near the
some orchard walls.
Pass of St. Jean
We returned their
Pied de Porte, W.
fire
and
main
Pyrenees. T h i s
tained our ground
regiment, 1,000
though several of
strong, and in the
our
men
were
highest order, was
wounded and an
R O R F R T BLAKE.
under the com
officer of the 43rd
mand of Col. Bunbury — in Sir John
dangerously so.
Uncertain what we ought
Byng's brigade, 2nd Division.
Here we
to do, we were at length relieved by an
learnt that St. Sebastian was taken by storm
officer ol" Lord Wellington's staff who directed
us to retire (as our road to Lesaca was in
on 31st August, and we could hear the heavy
siegeguns before Pampeluna 30 miles distant.
possession of the enemy) and take a more
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We remained encamped in the mountains
amidst magnificent scenery, strongly fortifying
our position by building redoubts, block
houses, etc., till the snow fell so deep as to
choke the roads by which the enemy could
approach in that direction. Then, leaving
a sufficient number of men to watch such
movements, the brigade was moved into a
Camp in the plains below—Ronces Valles—
a beautiful parklike scene.
Here we occasionally saw Lord Wellington
and many general and other officers following
a pack of hounds in full cry, their hunting
bugles sounding through the woods around.
October. St. Sebastian being taken, and
Pampeluna having surrendered to the Spanish
army, the weather clearing up, and the floods
subsiding, Lord W. put the whole army in
movement towards the Frontier of France.
Before quitting our encampment at Ronces
Valles, I learnt that in the London Gazette
of September 28th I had been appointed to
a Lieutenancy in the Buffs, but the same
news brought me the sad intelligence of my
father's death on September 27th, 1813. At
the request of Captain Cameron (in command
of the Buffs) I was appointed to it, for it was
at that time considered a distinction and
much sought for. At that period the light
Companies of every regiment in the Brigade
were formed into one Company of which
Captain Cameron had the sole command.
November 10th. After a long and tedious
night march (though by the light of
a full moon), we found ourselves early in the
morning of the 10th November within sight
of the heights of Ainhoue, beyond the small
river Nivelle. It appeared to be a very strong
position, on a long range of high hills, which
Marshal Soult had long been fortifying with
great care and labour—and reported to be
equal in strength to the great lines of Torres
Vedras by which Wellington had so ably
protected Portugal. Yet the " Heights of
Ainhoue " formidable as they looked—were
boldly attacked and carried on our part of the
line after a short but sharp contest before
noontime, whole regiments surrendering in
the Forts of which we took possession, turning
the guns upon the retreating enemy. To our
left the battle raged loud and long but the
whole position was taken in the course of the
day. We slept that night in a range of
comfortable wellbuilt huts in the construction
of which the French Army and Peasantry had
been long employed as for a winter occupation
by the troops.
November 11th. We moved on towards
the River Nive the French retiring over the
Bridge at Cambo, but retaining the village,

covered by a strong tete de pont. The enemy
a few days after retired across the river Nive,
and blew up the bridge. The stream was too
much swollenjgj for us]§jjto follow them—
operations were suspended, and Sir John
Byng's Brigade occupied the village of Cambo,
and other villages in the neighbourhood. The
light Company of the Buffs were quartered in
comfortable Farm houses and we passed
a month there making pleasant excursions
and shooting partridges, quails and curlews.
The inhabitants all spoke the Basque language.
The weather becoming milder—the floods
subsiding—so as to allow of our fording the
River Nive, General Sir John Byng's Brigade
were ordered to cross just above the bridge
at Cambo. We expected to meet with much
opposition—but a battery of fieldguns, and
a regiment of Infantry (34th) placed on rising
ground above, kept up a rapid fire over our
heads upon our opponents on the opposite
bank, and the Buffs, wading up to their chests,
with the stream running strong, succeeded in
crossing the river—with the loss of a few men
by the fire of the enemy, and a young officer
and a private or two carried away by the
current which they were too feeble to stem.
Before we could form on the opposite bank
the French fled, dispersing over the country.
The bridge at Cambo was soon sufficiently
repaired by our engineers to enable the
cavalry, artillery and other troops to pass
over—and skirmishing for many miles we
closely followed up the retreating enemy in
the direction of Bayonne.
December 12th. The Adour on our right—
Soult, with the principal part of the army
retired into his fortified camp outside the
fortress of Bayonne.
The light Company of the Buffs, 34th, ,
57th and 66th Regiments under the command
of our Captain Cameron, occupied the village
of Vieux Moguerre, an advanced post, having
the River Adour, at a short distance on our
right, and overlooking the city of Bayonne,
a few miles on our front.
December 13th. Taking the outlying picket
duty at night the Light Companies, in their
advanced position found themselves attacked
somewhat before daybreak by a strong body
of skirmishers who passed on rapidly; but
being soon supported by the whole Regiment
of the Buffs we were able for some time to hold
our ground. A sharp fire was continued on
both sides. At length the enemy, whose
approach was concealed behind some thick
coppices, advanced in great force, driving
before them not only the Light Companies
skirmishing in front, but to our surprise the
whole Regiment of the Buffs, whom we saw
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ground badly wounded in both legs above the
retiring. This was under the order of Colonel
knee, either by grapeshot, or part of a shell.
Bunbury who seemed to consider this sudden
A young officer, Lieut. I/Estrange of the 31st
and brisk attack could not be successfully
soon ran to my assistance, and I was carried
resisted by the small force under his command.
a short distance to the rear. There under
He therefore directed a movement to the rear,
shelter of a hovel or woodman's hut, some
which became a retreat through the village of
other wounded and French prisoners were
Vieux Moguerre to some high ground beyond.
collected. A blanket was procured in which
Sir John Byng who was actively engaged at
to convey me towards Vieux Moguerre about
a short distance 011 our left, observing the
two miles off. The blanket being old, soon
Buffs retiring from the very important post
broke, and I rode on a soldier's back, another
in which he had placed them, sent immediate
soldier carrying my left leg, much broken, and
orders for them to face about and endeavour
lacerated, by my side.
to retake it. Although
Lord Wellington, having
followed closely by the
early in the morning,
enemy with some caval
received intelligence from
ry and horseartillery,
Sir Rowland Hill of the
as well as Infantry, the
strong
attack
made
lightcompanies, in good
upon his, the right wing
order covered the retreat
of the army, and re
keeping up by sections,
questing reinforcements,
a rapid and close fire
came from St. Jean de
upon our pursuers with
Luz, 20 miles off to
whom
we
were in
learn the result. Sur
frequent personal com
rounded by a large staff,
bat. The moment the
he gallopped up close
order was given to face
by ni}7 party ; and see
about, a loud cheer was
ing me severely wounded
given by our men. In
with seven or eight men
a compact body they
about
me, supposed
rushed upon the enemy,
perhaps, that I was an
much
scattered
and
officer of high rank, for
disordered by their hasty
he sent an aidedecamp
advance, drove them
to enquire who it was.
back through the village
Upon being informed,
and regained their lost
he remarked that my
ground. Colonel Cameron
wounds seemed to require
with his light Com
immediate
attention,
panies taking two field
and desired his aidede
pieces, besides a Lieut.
camp to return to the
Col. and many private
village and send a
soldiers, prisoners.
surgeon to a farmhouse
The French thus
close by, to which he
driven back kept up a
recommended that I
constant fire
of mus
should be taken.
He
ketry, grapeshot and
then passed on. As
shells, but made no
however a shell came
further vigorous attempt
L T .  C O L . C H A R LES CAMERON.
over our heads and burst
to dislodge the Buffs
near the Farm, 1 ventured to disobey the
from their position. The light Companies
order and went on to the village of Vieux
pushed on as before into the woods and
Moguerre to a house in which I had slept the
coppices in front and continued skirmishing
night before and liked the inmates. Near the
during the rest of the day. While repassing
village I had the satisfaction of meeting the
through the village of Vieux Moguerre where
assistant surgeon of my regiment coming out
we had suffered great losses, Col. Cameron
to meet me by Lord Wellington's Orders. The
directed me to take the command of a Company
chief surgeon too of the Buffs, Dr. Shekelton,
of the 57th attached to the light Companies,
quickly
came
to
my assistance, and
all the officers of which had been wounded.
made all necessary preparation for amputation.
About 4 o'clock in the afternoon, while doing
Although I had been actively engaged 'since
duty with this company, and exposed to
daybreak, with little or no food all day, and
a severe fire
of artillery, I fell to the
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in spite of much loss of blood, I had still
strength and good spirits to bear up through
the operations with cheerfulness and without
flinching.
Dr. Shekelton paid me the
compliment of saying " It was like operating
on a dead body !"
The extensive wound in my right leg being
also dressed, I took some refreshment, was put
to bed, and notwithstanding the painful
pressure of the tourniquet, etc., I slept through
the night as soundly as usual. My appearance
next day, I was told, gave no indication of
what had occurred. The chamber I was in
had a good bed, but no glass windows—
shutters only, so that light could only be
admitted when they were open, and the
weather about Xmas time became very cold,
and snow fell deep. My general health how
ever never failed ; the spirits of youth (age
18) kept me boyant, and my medical
attendants were indefatigable. The officers
of my own and other Regiments were most
kind and attentive in their visits to me,
bringing partridges and other game which
they had shot. Sir Rowland Hill and Sir John
Byng called upon me and sent English roast
beef in tin cases, then a novelty. I thus
recovered strength gradually, and my wounds
began to heal as quickly as could be expected
considering their nature and extent. I could
scarcely change my position in the least, and
lying on my back was extremely wearisome
and painful.
February, 1814.
Meanwhile, military
operations which had been suspended since
the 13th December in our part of the army,
recommenced. Preparations were being made
for crossing the Adour, both above and below
Bayonne, leaving Sir John Hope with
a sufficient force to carry on the siege, and
prevent an escape of the garrison. As soon as
orders were received by Sir John Byng's
Brigade to move, it became necessary to send
me to St. Jean de Luz (all other cases, not so
bad as mine, having been despatched long
before). A bearer, or litter, with a hood was
prepared, to be carried by four men (3 reliefs
or 12 men) and I was allowed to select any
friend, i.e. any brother officer, to command
the party and accompany me in the journey
of four days, over a very rugged part of the
country. I was also permitted to retain the
service of two of the soldiers during my stay
at St. Jean de Luz. Upon arrival in that
town I had comfortable quarters assigned to
me, and was visited by staffsurgeon Titus
Berry (brother of Sir Edward Berry) whom
I knew as a relative of my old master, Dr.
Forster. When further recovered I was able
to dine with Mr. and Mrs. Berry at their house
on the Esplanade overlooking the sea.

I had besides, the society of numerous
other wounded officers—convalescent like
myself. Captain Browne of the 48th Regt.,
a Norwich man, hearing that I was at St. Jean
de Luz came from the Camp before Bayonne
to visit me. He was of service in obtaining
cash for me on a Bill for a year's pay granted
me as a gratuity, under an especial order on
the military chest by Lord Wellington, but
under whose influence or recommendation
I could not learn. ' Probably it was that of
Sir Rowland Hill or Sir John Byng, or from
his own recollection of me as he saw me carried
off the field so badly wounded.
April. Although unable to walk, I had
recovered health and strength enough to bear
being carried in fine weather to the beach,
where the seabreezes served to invigorate
me. Towards the end of April I applied for
an order to be sent to England. As the
weather was very stormy no transport sailed
till the middle of May. I then was allotted
berths for myself and servants, together with
a brother officer of the Buffs, Captain Marlay,
who was badly wounded. We had a rough
passage across the Bay of Biscay but arrived
safe in Plymouth Harbour towards the end
of May. In our entrance we met several
shiploads of French prisoners who had been
released from confinement and were returning
home, peace being proclaimed. With Captain
Marlay I travelled in postchaises to Exeter
and Salisbury visiting the cathedrals, each of
us being carried in sedanchairs. My brother.
Thomas came to meet me at Salisbury and we
proceeded to London, where I made my
quarters at the " Old Slaughter's" Coffee
House, St. Martin's Lane, much frequented
by military men. I was required to present
myself before the military medical board,
and obtained such certificates respecting my
wounds as entitled me to a year's pay for each
leg, and a pension for the loss of my left leg,
which was made that of a Captain in
consideration of my being in command of
a company when wounded. About the end
of June I returned to Norwich to join my
brothers and sisters, who were still occupying
our old residence in Queen Street.
Army Officers1 University Courses.
An Army Order states that officers holding
permanent commissions in the Regular Army may
apply through the usual channels to the War Office
for leave to be seconded in order to take a full course
of study at a University either in the Empire or
in an Allied country. Officers must be prepared to
give a guarantee that they will continue to serve for
at least three years after the completion of the course.
They will also be required to read for an honours
degree. Officers are at liberty to choose their own
course of study, but are advised to consult the
University authorities on this head.
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Records of Other Regiments.
No. XLIV.

THE KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS.
BATTLE HONOURS.

Borne on the Appointments, etc.:—" Louisburg,"
" Quebec, 1759," " Martinique,1762," " Havannah,"
" North America, 17634," " Rolica," " Vimiera,"
" Martinique, 1809," " Talavera," " Busaco,"
" Fuentes
D'Onor,"
" Albuhera,"
" Ciudad
Rodrigo," " Badajoz," " Salamanca," " Vittoria,"
" Pyrenees," " Nivelle," " Nive," " Orthes,"
" Toulouse," " Peninsula," " Mooltan," " Coojerat,"
" Punjaub," " South Africa, 185123," " Delhi,
1857," " Taku Forts," " Pekin, 1860," " South
Africa, 1879," " Ahmad Khel," " Khandahar,
1880," " Afghanistan, 187980," " Tel el Kebir,"
" Egypt, 1882, 1884," " Chitral," " Defence of
Ladysmith," " Relief of Ladysmith," " South
Africa, 18991902," " Mons," *' Marne, 1914,"
" Ypres, 19141517," " Somme, 191618," " Arras,
1917—18," " Messines, 1917," " Epehy," " Selle,"
" Canal du Nord," " Sambre."
Christmas Day, 1755, is regarded as the birthday of
the King's Royal Rifle Corps. The regiment was
raised as the 62nd Royal Americans, being renumbered
the 60th soon afterwards. Most of the original
members of the regiment were foreigners—men from
Switzerland or Germany who had settled in British
North America, who volunteered to defend their
adopted country from the French and their redskin
allies. The new regiment was soon 4,000 strong,
organized in four battalions.
J ames Wolfe, in a letter to his father, dated Sunday,
the 21st of March, 1756, writes; " There are fifteen or
sixteen Swiss officers, with thirty sergeants, quartered
at Dover, ready to embark for America. They have
people employed in Switzerland and Germany to
recruit, and I believe they have been pretty successful."
This was, in all probability, Wolfe's first meeting with
the Royal American Regiment, a corps which was
destined to be closely associated with him in his brief
but glorious career as a General. The 2nd and 3rd
Battalions were with Wolfe at the taking of Louisberg,
that powerful French stronghold which was known as
" the Gibraltar of North America" ; the same
battalions distinguished themselves so much at the
action of Montmorency Falls, on July 31st, 1759, that
General Wolfe conferred upon them the proud motto
" Celer et Audax " (" Swift and Bold ") which has been
cherished by the regiment ever since. The Light
Company of the 2nd Battalion 60th Regiment were

the first to scale the heights of Quebec, and when Wolfe
was mortally wounded in the great battle on the Plains
of Abraham, by which the fate of Canada was decided,
two officers of the 60th were the first to go to his
assistance.
Throughout the wars with the French and the Red
Indians, the Royal American Regiment, " combining
the qualities of the scout with the discipline of the
trained soldier," distinguished themselves. They were
trained in accordance with the ideal of selfreliance
which (in modern times) BadenPowell sets before his
Scouts. The men of the 60th were " handymen,"
taught to fell trees, construct log huts or canoes, hunt
their own meat as well as cook it, and do
all the innumerable odd jobs which fall to the lot of
pioneers and frontiersmen.
In December, 1797, a 5th Battalion was formed at
Cowes, Isle of Wight. The four original battalions
had always worn scarlet, with blue facings; but this
new "Jaeger" battalion, formed from disbanded
German units, wore green with red facings, and carried
rifles instead of the old " Brown Bes " musket. During
the Peninsular War the 60th, often split up
into companies and detachments, fought in almost
every engagement of note. By 1813 the regiment
numbered eight battalions, but at the end of the
Napoleonic Wars it was reduced to two—the 1st or
" Rifle " Battalion and the 2nd or " Light Infantry "
Battalion. In 1824 the 2nd also became a Rifle
Battalion and the title of Royal Americans was dropped
in favour of " The Duke of York's Own Rifle Corps."
In 1830, by order of King William IV., the present title
of The King's Royal Rifle Corps was adopted.
The 1st Battalion, stationed at Meerut, was
parading for Divine Service when the Indian Mutiny
broke out, on Sunday evening, May 10th, 1857. Being
ordered to the native lines, the battalion came upon
the horribly mutilated body of an English lady, and
as they passed, the men raised their rifles in the air
and swore to take ample vengeance for the outrage.
How the 60th lived up to their oath may be judged
from the fact that their Colonel became known as
" Jones the Avenger." When the Sepoys of the
Sirmoor Battalion, afterwards known as the 2nd (King
Edward's Own) Gurkha Rifles were asked what reward
they would like for their gallant and distinguished
conduct at the siege of Delhi, they asked for one thing
only—that they might be allowed to wear red facings,
like the 60th, for whom they had a great admiration.
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La FerteSousJouarre.

A

4TH NOVEMBER, 1928.

LTHOUGH very good accounts of the unveiling
of the memorial at La Ferte has appeared in aU
papers, I am sure a short accpunt of the ceremony and
visit to Paris of the representatives of units would be
needed for publication in The Dragon.
I had the honour .to represent the 1st Battalion on
this occasion and proceeded to Wellington Barracks
in London on the 2nd November, there to meet all
the other representatives of units which served in
France during August, September and October, 1914.
We were made very comfortable by the 3rd Battalion
Coldstream Guards and everyone got to know each
other, which was not very difficult, for the comrade
ship which existed in the army in 1914 was
predominent throughout the whole trip; we were
like one large family. Several of us took the
opportunity of visiting a show in London that night.
On the 3rd November we left London at 9 a.m. and
after a very pleasant crossing and train journey we
arrived in Paris at about 6 p.m. It may interest those
who have not visited France since the war to
know that the train drivers still pull up at every signal
to light their cigarettes or pipes ; also that we did not
travel as " 40 Hommes." We were met in Paris by
the Military Attache and an agent of Messrs. Cooks,
who conducted us to charabancs. We then proceeded
to the French barracks at Caserne de Reuilly.
Record8 of Other Regiments—continued.
During the South African War, the 1st and 2nd
Battalions served all through the Defence of Lady
smith, while the 3rd Battalion was with the relieving
force which came to their rescue. Only two other
corps (The Devons and The Rifle Brigade) have Battle
Honours for both the Defence and the Relief of Lady
smith. All four Regular Battalions and one of the
Militia Battalions of the Regiment served in the Boer
War. In addition, the 25th Mounted Infantry
Battalion was composed entirely of King's Royal Rifle
men, and the 1st Cadet Battalion K.R.R.C. sent so
many gallant London lads to South Africa that it was
granted the Battle Honour " South Africa, 190002,"
being the only Cadet Battalion which bears a Battle
Honour in its own right.
During the Great War the
16th (Service) Battalion of The King's Royal Rifle
Corps was formed, and reinforced, from members of
The Church Lads' Brigade, and in consequence all the
92 Cadet Battalions of The Church Lads' Brigade are
now affiliated to The King's Royal Rifle Corps.
The 1st and 2nd Battalions landed in France in
August, 1914, remaining there throughout the War.
The 3rd and 4th Regular Battalions (disbanded 1922)
were in India when war commenced. After a year in
France they went to Salonica with the 80th (" Stone
wall ") Brigade, 28th Division. The 60th were also
represented in the Italian theatre of war, when they
had twentysix battalions. Before the Great War the
K.R.R.C. had more Battle Honours (thirtynine) than
any other regiment in the British Army. Despite the
fact that fiftyone more Honours were earned between
1914 and 1918, they have now had to jueld pride of
place in this respect to certain other regiments.
Twenty Victoria Crosses have been granted to members
of the Sixtieth, a record which only two other infantry
regiments can surpass.
Nicknames applied to the regiment are " The
Taggers" (a corruption of " Jager") the German
term for riflemen) and " The Ruddy Sweeps," from
their dark uniforms and red facings.
R. MAURICE HILL.

The French soldiers had made the place very com
fortable for us, all beds made down and very clean
rooms. The barrack rooms are divided up into six
separate compartments by wooden partitions about ten
feet high, each compartment holding ten beds ; very
pleasant during warm weather, but I should imagine
it to be very cold in the winter as only one small stove
is allowed for the whole room. Whilst on the subject
of these barracks I should like to mention that although
the room was very good the other arrangements were
of a very antiquated kind. The washhouse consisted
of a series of small taps about seven feet high and
a small trough about one foot off the ground, no bowls
being provided. One had to wash under a trickle
of water and what did not reach your hands or face
went on your clothing and boots.
After a wash and clean up we then went by bus to
a restaurant in Paris for dinner. It took several of
the members of the party a long while to get used to
the garlic and were afterwards accused of smelling like
Armenians. After dinner, nearly the whole party
proceeded to the Foh'es Bergere, where the Military
Attache had kindly reserved 100 seats. I had better
pass lightly over this revue; the singing was very
good, the dancing better still and the tableaux
excellent, in fact it left us all blushing. The prices
for this show compare favourably with English prices,
the seats we occupied being 75 francs (about 12/6),
that being a small box in the front of the circle.
During the long interval a cabaret show is put on in
the Hall and one has to pay about 1/4 for a small beer.
Several amusing events occurred with the party whilst
there, but in case the wrong persons read these notes
I had better not mention them.
After the show we were introduced to the finest
nerve test known, that of riding in a taxi in Paris, for
after tearing round corners and cutting in between
other vehicles and giving the occupants a good shaking
up you get the final nerve test, that of paying the
exorbitant price charged by the drivers in Paris. It
cost six of us 134 francs (about 22/4) for about
a twenty minute drive. Of course we all understood
that it is double fares after 12 o'clock.
On the morning of the 4th November we were called
by the French guard at 5 a.m. and embussed at 6 a.m.,
proceeding to a restaurant for breakfast and then on
to La FertesousJouarre, arriving there about 10.15
a.m. At 10.45 a.m. the Guard of Honour formed up
ready for inspection. Soon after 11 a.m. Marshal
Foch arrived, the Guard giving him a salute and the
French Guard also. Shortly afterwards drums were
heard coming from the centre of the town. This
proved to be the procession of the town's ^ exservice
men who were attending the ceremony. With all due
respects, it sounded like a tribe of natives headed by
their tomtoms. At 11.30 a.m. FM. Sir George Milne,
G.C.B., G.C.M.G., D.S.O., Chief of the Imperial General
Staff, arrived, accompanied by the Mayor of the town
and the Prefect of the Seine and Marne. The Guard
of Honour was inspected by Marshal Foch and Sir G.
Milne.
The ceremony of unveiling the memorial commenced
shortly after 11.30 a.m., Lt.General Sir William
Pulteney, K.C.B., K.C.V.O., performing the unveiling
ceremony. It may interest all readers to know that
Lt.Gen. Sir W. Pulteney commanded the 1st Corps
during those first three months of the war, and was
responsible for the brilliant action at La Ferte which
allowed theBritish leftflankto cross the Marne. Hegave
an address, afterwards delivering it in French. Special
mention was made in that address about the wonderful
work done by the R.E.'s at that place, that of putting
a floating bridge across the Marne under heavy fire.
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No doubt older members of the Regiment who were
with the 1st Battalion at that time will remember the
bridge mentioned. A special memorial has been
erected to commemorate that event and a very good
aerial photograph appears in the Daily Sketch of 6th
November shewing the position.
The Mayor of La Ferte then gave an address. No
doubt it must have been a very stirring one, for the
civil population at times broke into applause. His
address lasted about three quarters of an hour. He
was followed by the Prefect of the Seine and Marne,
who gave an address lasting about fifteen minutes.
Following the dedication and Prayers by the Rev.
Canon J. G. W. Tuckey, C.B.E., M.A., K.H.C., the
school children of the town gathered at the foot of the
memorial and sang three hymns, which were rendered
perfectly. After the hymns the Last Post was sounded
by Buglers of the Rifle Brigade. Then the Pipers of
the Black Watch played a Lament which sounded very
well. They marched in slow time around the memorial
and as they went round the back the pipes sounded
as if in the distance. This was followed by a minute's
silence, then the Reveille by trumpeters of various
units.
The ceremony of laying of wreaths then commenced
by _ Sir G. Milne, placing one in position for Their
Majesties The King and Queen. Other wreaths were
placed in position from the Dominions/French Army,
British Army and others too numerous to mention.
It was concluded by a French civilian band playing the
British National Anthem and our Band playing the
French National Anthem.
The ceremony, which was of a very impressive
nature, lasted about 2J hours. After the parade was
dismissed the Band of the Grenadier Guards played
a programme and we then took the opportunity of
inspecting the memorial.
The memorial has been fully described in all papers
and I may mention it is a very beautiful one.
On inspecting the Panels giving the names of the
3,888 officers and other ranks who were killed during
the first three months of the war and who have no
known grave, I found the following names of men of
The Buffs : .
Ptes. Hampton, Martin and Smith.
No regimental numbers or initials are given.
Perhaps some of the 1st Battalion at that time who
have longer memories than I, may be able to give
through The Dragon some details connected with the
foregoing men. I believe Pte. Hampton was the
Bandmaster's batman, and Pte. Smith the " Ducker "
Smith of Bayonet Fencing fame. Pte. Martin
I cannot remember.
After inspecting the R.E. memorial we all einbussed
and proceeded to Meaux for lunch, the town being
decorated up for the occasion. After lunch we
returned to Paris, arriving there about 7 p.m. and after
a clean up were taken around Paris by bus and then
to dinner. We were then allowed to experience the
night life of Paris, of course the greatest difficulty being
in getting back to barracks, for no matter how much
we tries, no one could pronounce the name of the place.
Even if we did manage to get someone to understand
we never knew what his directions were.
We all returned to England on the 5th November,
after having spent a very enjoyable weekend, and
Victoria Station was ringing with promises to write
to one another.
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Before I conclude there are two facts I wish to
mention. One is that La FertesousJouarre was the
town where the 1st Battalion Drums were left for safe
custody on or about the 12th September, 1914 ; and
the other that the Guard of Honour consisted of 116
officers, other ranks and nurses, and I have never yet
seen such a display of medals on parade before. There
were very few with less than five and all served
in France at the time stated,
J. R. MACWALTER, C.S.M.
2nd Bn. The Buffs.

Memorial to the
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Old Contemptibles."

3,888 Men whose graves are unknown.
MEMORIAL to the real " Old Contemptibles "—
those men of the Expeditionary Force who fell
in France during August, September and the early part
of October, 1914—which will bear a record of the names
of the officers and men whose graves are unknown,
is to be unveiled at La FertesousJouarre on Sunday,
November 4th, by Lieut.General Sir William Pulteney,
K.C.B., K.C.V.O. There are no fewer than 3,888 of
these men whose graves are unknown.
The memorial has been erected by the Imperial
War Graves Commission on the banks of the Marne.
Part of the ground on which it' stands has been given
by M. Adrian Fizeau, a former Mayor of La Ferte
sousJouarre, and the remainder by the municipality
of that town.
To mark the event, the War Office has decided to
Send a guard of honour consisting of one man from each
of the units who took part in the fighting and who are
still serving members of the forces. These, numbering
160, will leave tomorrow under the commands of Col.
C. P. Heywood, D.S.O., of the Coldstream Guards.
To this party of " Old Contemptibles " (wires " The
Star" correspondent) Aldershot will contribute
representatives of 32 combatant units, and a woman,
Sister Miss M. H. Smyth, of Queen Alexandra's Nursing
Service, Sister Miss E. W. Croft, of the same unit, will
also be there.
For the Buffs the Memorial holds more than
ordinary interest, for it was on the site upon which the
Memorial is raised that the 1st Battalion parked its
drums in September, 1914, before it went into action
on the Aisne. Those drums it did not regain until
the following year.

Each regiment is to be represented by one member
only, although as the 2nd Battalion of the Buffs at
Aldershot have four noncommissioned officers of the
1st Battalion on its muster roll, it might well have
been allowed to send two.
But for the seniority law which governs army
affairs, the Buffs' representative would have been
Sergeant Barrell, whose record, possibly, is unique.
From the beginning to the end of the war he was
in the front line with his battalion, went up with it to
Cologne and afterwards to Constantinople and Asia
Minor. In all those years he was never wounded and
never " sick or sorry " a single day.
Now, hale and hearty, he lacks only one year of his
21 years' service.
The representative of the Buffs is Company
SergeantMajor J. MacWalter, who has not seen La
FertesousJouarre since that day 13 years ago, when
the battalion drums were dumped there. He was not
so lucky as his comrade, for he was wounded, first in
October, 1914, twice during 1915 and the fourth time
when the German advance began on March 25th, 1918.
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Past and Present Association, The Buffs.
NEW MEMBERS.

During the period 18/10/28 to 18/11/28 the following
new members have been enrolled :—
Life Members.—W. Shilling, E. A. Brackenbury,
R. B. Carter, R. N. Bean, E. W. Sole, W. Jeffreys,
A. A. Bodiam, C. Shipp, E. J. F. Garnett Man, H. R.
Bridge, H. S. Couchman, J. Burt, J. C. Hodge, J. P.
Geering, O. Parks, A. H. Tylden Pattenson, J. Munn
Mace, W. Richards, E. S. Parsons, K. C. Brigden.
ORDINARY MEMBERS.

C. F. Bridgland, S. Bareham, R. W. Batchelor,
A. L. S. Court, H. E. Dives, A. H. Foster, R. W.
Fenner, W. T. Fever, G. R. Foster, A. E. Foster, D.
Hambrook, O. G. Hartridge, S. G. Hook, W. Joyncock,
Mackaygow, R. H. J. Russell, J. Ravenhill, S. W.
Roper, E. W. Spice, R. Stafford, A. G. Wood, A. G. G.
Wakelin, G. T. Rogers, — Beehan, G. Golder, — Pap
worth, W. H. Brenchley, S. Rapson, — Holness, H.
Reeves, S. H. Head, J. E. Jones, T. Gore, H. Rogers,
C. Potter, W. Larkin, F. W. Fuller, W. Cavell, F. C.
Ashby, W. A. Hunter, F. P. J. Hammon, J. Wardle,
H. S. Smith, J. W. Collins, C. A. Saunders, E. J. Birch,
W. Lambert, T. H. Miller, C. Herbert, J. T. Champs,
W. J. Smith, H. G. Ticehurst, C. J. Mullett, A.
Pantony, L. Jennings, W. G. Reynolds, J. Stone, W. S.
Willis, A. A." Attwood, R. G. Warne, A. E. J Marsh,
W. Peters, S. Gowar, G. Boxall, W. J. Stevens, W. A.
Field, P. H. Holley, F. Revell, H. Campbell, W.
Gardiner, G. H. Jarrett, G. Belsey, B. J. Herbert,
A. W. Rye, C. W. Haynes, W. T. Beer, A. W. Broad
bent, E. Ross, T. J. Smith, H. Huntley, E. H.
Blackman, E. P. Thorne, H. Foot, G. Belsey,
J. Williams, V. G. Weeks, J. Goldsmith, R. Parks,
A. Rose, H. F. Russell, N. Tendall, E. R. Gandy, G. P.
Dear, E. F. Batt, E. George, A. E. Bishop, J. Hodges,
Memorial to the " Old Contemptibles "
Continued from p. 383.
Still, he does not consider that any of the actions
in which he fought or in which he was wounded are
nearly so interesting as an episode in his career which
occurred after Armistice.
c The Buffs colours were placed for safety in
Canterbury Cathedral, and when the battalion went
to Cologne, McWalter, in England, not long recovered
from his last wound, was ordered to collect them and
deliver them to an escort that would arrive at
Folkestone.
He duly delivered them at Folkestone Harbour
and then, to his surprise, was ordered to fallin with
the party and " proceed " to Cologne.
He had nothing but the clothes he stood up in and
the rifle and bayonet; not even a razor or a tin of
bianco when he started on this, his second long
expedition overseas.
Among this distinguished guard of honour there
will be only one who remains a trooper and two who
remain privates. 
Apart from the guard of honour there will be no
official party leaving England for the ceremony, but
friends and relatives of those whose names are being
commemorated are being invited to attend. The
service will begin at 11.30 a.m.
(The Star).

E. Fuggle, A. A. Chacksfield, W. Bishop, H. Brooks,
F. H. Batcup, F. Watts, E. Linniker, F. Boddington,
W. A. Vousden, A. E. Baldock, H. Butchers, H.
Bromley, E. Butchers, P. Batcup, A. Jenner, J. Knight,
F. Woollet, F. E. Williamson, H. Dunster, W. Dunster,
E. Burt, C. H. Springett, P. Bush, H. T. Phillips,
W. T. Goldsmith, C. Chackfield, F. Brann, J. Taylor,
S. Turner, E. Large, G. Cosham, J. T. Cheney, F. G.
Fuller, E. Pike, F. Dungey, R. Taylor, H. Relf, A.
Goldsmith, W. J. Wicken, J. Potter, F. Williams,
C. T. Reeves, F. Bridgeland, — Dawson, K. S. Machin,
G. Barton.
DONATIONS.

During the period 18/10/28 to 18/11/28 the following
donations have been received on behalf of the
Benevolent Fund :—
I s. d.
Major E. T. Gould (Plum Pudding Fund) ... 1 0 0
Mrs. Webster
2 0 0
The following sums have been received for the
Jumble Sale :—
£ s. d
Major E. T. Gould
10 0
010 9
B. Rice, Esq
Mrs. Webster
10 0
Also parcels of clothing, etc., from :—
Mrs. H. de R. Morgan, Captain H. H. C. Baird,
Major C. S. Field, Mrs. Findlay, Mrs. J. R. Willows,
Mrs. B. Rice, Mrs. F. W. Potter, Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs.
F. M. Furley, L/Cpl. and Mrs. Collins, Captain C. R. B.
Knight, Captain A. E. Loyd Hardcastle and Miss
Anderson.
DISBURSEMENTS.

During the period 18/10/28 to 18/11/28 the following
disbursements have been made
£ s. d.
0 5 0
Oct. 19. Grant
9 10 0
22. Loan
10 0 0
22. Grant
1 0 0
29. Grant
1 0 0
29. Grant
0 0
30. Grant
0 0
30. Grant
0 0
31. Grant
0 0
31. Grant
0 0
31. Grant
0 0
Oct. 2. Grant
5
0
5. Grant
1 10 0
9. Grant
2 0 0
9. Grant
4 10 0
9. Grant
1 0 0
10. Grant
3 0 0
12. Loan
3 0 0
14. Grant
0 15 0
14. Grant
0 10 0
16. Loan
1 10 0
17. Grant
Ashford Branch.
The Ashford Branch of the Past and Present Association of the
Buffs held a dinner at the Market Hotel, Ashford, on Saturday evening,
Capt. Crotliall presiding.
The Chairman, in thanking the Association for asking him to preside,
mentioned that his total army service was something like 38 years.
He had served in halfadozen regiments, and the short tune he had
served in the Buffs had been the happiest Ume of his whole service.
He formed more friendships during that time than ever before and
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the spirit of esprit de corps was more real in that regiment than in any
other in which he had served. Although he could not claim a long
connection with the Buffs, he could claim to be a Man of Kent, and
what Man of Kent could but be proud of such a regiment as the Buffs,
who had such a fine record ? He felt proud to be a member of the
Association, which was doing a great deal of good. If he was asked
the aimb and objects of the Association he would say patriotism,
benevolent and a great pride in the traditions of the Buffs. He hoped
the Association would become increasingly strong. He mentioned
that letters of regret for nonattendance had been received from Capt.
Hardcastle, Mr. Sudlow (Clerk, Ashford Urban District Council), Supt.
F. J. Pattenden, the Rev. Blackburne (Vicar of Ashford), while a
telegram had also been received from the London Branch wishing
them a happy evening.
Colonel Findlay, in proposing the toast of the Association, said
there was no branch of the Association keener than the Ashford Branch.
He looked upon the branch as his firstborn, and it had continued to
prosper and set an example to other branches. The Association
was now well alight, but they must keep it burning and do their utmost
to get new members. They must not be satisfied with what had
already been accomplished.
Colonel Body, proposing the health of Sir A. LyndenBell, spoke
of the great interest Sir Arthur took in the Association. He did not
think Sir Arthur would like him to say that he had been instrumental
in starting a good many of the branches, for they realised that the
branches could not really be started by one person, unless there were
people with the right spirit to help. In conclusion, he wished to convey
to them the best wishes from the Weald Branch.
Sir Arthur expressed the hope that the Chairman and Capt.
Dorman would long remain to help the Association. The Ashford
Branch was not only the oldest branch, but the one that kept the flag
flying all the time. They must be careful that each branch did not
become a watertight compartment. Let the branches get together
and correspond with each other, and let the Ashford Branch help to see
that was done.
The Chairman paid a wellearned tribute to Mr. Cowell who had
been primarily responsible for the excellent arrangements which had
made the evening such a success. The following were present:—
Sir A. LyndenBell, K.C.B. ; Colonels Findlay, C.B.E. and Body,
D.S.O.; Majors Field, Foster and Friend, and Chard; Captains
Crothall and Dorman; Messrs. Denness, Wright, F. Cowell, Santer,
Carley, Chambers, Wilkinson, Tomsett, Beeching, King Cole, Kirby,
Ward, J. Marsh, Ades (Chairman), Turner, Piper, Moden, Hills, Swee't
man, Morley, Masters, Amos, Shilling, Cloke, Blackford, Higgins,
Martin, Baker, Attaway, Constance, Pope, Burgess, Keefe, Hayward,
Huntley, Giles, Murrell, Dane, Ellis, J. King, Bolton, Farr, Boulding,
Hall, Keene, Lancefield, Barnett, Colinan, Randall, Wells, Terry,
two Reporters and five others.

385

CAPT. FOSTER HALE, M.C.—The Chairman mentioned the recent
wedding of Captain Foster Hall and the wishes of the branch are that
he and his bride may have every blessing and a long life of happiness.
SOCIAL PART OF EVENING.—An excellent programme of entertain
ment was put on directly the business finished. Songs were sung by
Messrs. (Cabby) Whitehead, Green, Hill, Rudd and Mrs. Hill. Nobby
Clarke performed a feat of bottle swinging and Mr. Tong recited. Mrs.
Hill was at the piano and her husband kept her company on the" Jazz "
set. Community singing of " John Brown's Body," " Cock Robin,"
' Pack up your troubles," etc., added merriment to the evening.
LADIES' GUILD.

A General Meeting of the above Guild took place at the Windsor
Castle Hotel, on Saturday, the 10th November, with Mis. D. E. Spinner
in the Chair.
After the meeting the ladies invited the members of the London
Branch to a grand Armistice Social which was of a really firstclass
nature.
*'
At the request of the Ladies' Guild, Capt. Enright took the Chair
and read out letters of regret for absence from The Hon. Lady Lynden
Bell (The Guild President), and General Sir Arthur LyndenBell. Our
very able Hon. Secretary (Mrs. Dalton) obtained many new members.
The following programme was successfully carried out:—
COMMUNITY SINGING—At the Piano
SONGS
COMIC SONGS
DUET
PIANOFORTE SOLO
SONGS
SONGS
VARIOUS ORCHESTRAL & VOCAL

MRS. HILL.
MISS ISABEL LAMB.
THOMAS WARHAM.
MISS BURT & Miss MELLICHIP.
Miss WITTERING.
MR. GEO. EATON.
MRS. DALTON.
TTE 'VARSITY BAND.

Dover Branch.
We held our Twelfth General Meeting on Friday, the 9th November
when Major Foster presided over a very good gathering.

It was very pleasing to see on parade some Serving Members from
the Depot at Canterbury. These included L/Cpl. L King, Pte. C.
Cowell, Pte. A. Collins and Pte. Homewood.

The principal business was the Election of Officers for the ensuing
year.
Major Foster was asked by the meeting to continue as President
and everybody was very pleased when he said he was willing to do so.
When we come to consider that we have advanced to the very respect
able strength of 216 under his leadeisliip we only arrive at one
conclusion—we are lucky this time. DrumMajor Tripp and Tim
Kelly do not stand on account of not having the necessary time. We
are sorry. They are both fine chaps, but now we are in Civvy life we
have to watch points and work comes first. We do not get the after
noons off for sports, bear in mind, you chaps who are serving.
The Committee for the ensuing year is as follows :—Captains W. S.
Cole, and V. J. Halloran, C.S.M. Love, Messrs. J. H. Holioway,
B. Wisdom, F. Folwell, W. A. Marsh, T. W. Foad, G. Hogben, J. Deal,
G. Bushell, W. E. Plater, and I. W. Foad.
Joint Secretaries : J. E. Marchant and F. Evans.
Treasurer : P. Stroud.
Vice-Chairman : Lieut. J. Sherwood,
and if this party does not" Florcat Dubris," no party will.

London Branch.

Vic. Hallam has arranged a shooting match with the Sea Scouts,
who use open sights. Arrangements were put in hand for the
Competition for the Cup presented by Colonel Findlay.

A largelyattended meeting of the above branch was held on the
17th November with Capt. J. E. Enright in the Chair. A hearty
welcome was accorded General Sir Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B.,
K.C.M.G.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last meeting were read and con
firmed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—A letter was read from the Hon. Secretary
of the Ladies' Guild offering to provide a stall free of all cost to the
branch at the forthcoming garden fete. Also from His Grace the
Archbishop of Canterbury thanking the branch for its resolution.
MEDWAY VISIT.—The Chairman asked for a large number to make
the trip, more especially as several who had intimated to do so, were
on the sick list.
CHRISTMAS DRAW.—Mr. Lamb reported satisfactory progress.
Any requiring more books at 2/6 each can write to 20 Cleveland Gardens,
Barnes. Offers for giving the last four prizes are invited.
DOVER BRANCH DINNER.—General Sir Arthur spoke to the meeting
about the excellent show given by the Dover Branch on Friday
night, the 16th. Captain Enright endorsed all that Sir Arthur said
and mentioned the unveiling of the Dover Branch Memorial.
NEW MEMBERS.—Several new members have enrolled including
the four brothers " Downs," who joined cn bloc. They were given a
special hand clan.

Four new members joined during the month and three of our yearly
members became Life Members.
On Armistice Day we paraded about forty strong and marched
behind the Territorials of the R.A., R.E. and 4th Battalion The Buffs
to the War Memorial. We observed the " Silence " at the Memorial
and then went on to S. Mary's Church.
We were kindly invited to stay at the Memorial, by the Mayor and
Corporation and we appreciated their kindness in this.
Amongst the many wreaths placed there was one from the Dover
Branch.
The first annual dinner of the Dover branch of the Past and Present
Association, The Buffs, was held at the Buffs' Drill Hall last (Friday)
night, when the Chairman (Major F. W. Foster) presided over a gather
ing of abouta hundred. The Mayor and Mayoress (Mr. and Mis. H . E.
Russell) were present.
Following the Loyal toast, the Chairman called on MajorGeneral
Sir Arthur LyndenBell to unveil the Dover branch Roll of Honour,
which he did without comment. It bears the inscription:—" Dover
Branch, Past and Present Association, The Buffs' Roll of Honour,"
with the Buffs' badge. The names below are as follows:—Sgt. F. C.
Dyer, Pte. P. C. Newman, Sgt. W. E. Hinchcliffe, Sgt. W. F. Stroud,
Pte. F. Webb, ColourSergeant F. Swan, Lieut.Colonel A. D. Geddes,
LanceCorporal C. Sherwood, Set. A.J. Holioway, Cpl. W. R. Cotter.

The first Church Parade of the Ashford Branch of the Past and
Present Association took place on Sunday, 21st October, at St. Mary's
Church when the Rev. Blackburne gave a very cordial welcome and
said he was always pleased to welcome to St. Mary's any of the Armv,
especially of the Buffs who were of the district. After the service the
party marched to the local War Memorial where ExSgt. Gardiner laid
a wreath to the memory of the fallen. Before being dismissed, Capt.
Crothall spoke a few encouraging words, saying how pleased he was to
lead us and that it was a great credit to past comrades and to the
Association.
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V.C., Lieut. G. Seath, 2ndLieut. Athol Kirkpatrick, Lieut.Colonel
C. A. Worthington, Pte. Albert Beach, 2udLieut. I. H. Hess, Pte. F.
EosterUng, Pte. B. R. Allen, Pte. C. Carthew, C.Q.M.S. C. F. Collier,
Lieut. H. H. Carter, Pte. C. Fagg, Pte. Gordon H. Smith and Cpl.
Percy Carter.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B., proposed " The
Dover Branch of the Association." Dover had always been very
much a Buffs' town and he remembered when he first joined the
regiment it was a tremendous recruiting town. He hoped that state
of affairs would recur when the 2nd Battalion left Aldershot and came
into Kent. They had had many distinguished people from here and
had been fortunate in taking some share in the management of the
town, including the famous Knocker family, and in the Town Clerk
they had a wellknown Buff, Captain Knocker. Referring to the for
mation of the branch in Dover, he paid a compliment to the work of
the Chairman, Major Foster, who was a perfect gentleman and a perfect
Buff. (Applause). He wished the Dover branch all prosperity.
The Chairman said that he was very glad of the way in which the
Buffs in the town had rallied round him. They opened on November .
18th last year with a strength of 36. That night they numbered 216.
(applause). He hoped next year to see the numbers doubled, for there
were many Buffs in Dover who had not yet joined. In conclusion, he
thanked the Secretary of the Association (Colonel Findlay) for his
help and for the cup he had given for the billulrds handicap.
Colonel Findlay, C.B.E., proposed " The Association." It was a
great success in'"the eight districts in which they had branches.
Although Dover was No. 3 on the list, it was No. 2 as far as strength
W(,is concerned, The Weald and the Ashford branches, however,
were running them close. It was pleasing to note that during the last
twelve months the Association had got 1,000 new members. (Applause).
Mr. R. E. Knocker proposed " The Regiment." He was pleased
to notice that evening that the old Volunteer Battalion had not been
forgotten, for behind pie Memorial was the old iiag Of the 1st Volunteer
Battalion.
Major C. S. Field, O.B.E., Commanding the Depot, who replied,
conveyed the best wishes of all ranks to the Dover branch. These
branches, he looked upon qs the means of knitting together the well
being of the Regiment.
Lieut. J. Sherwood proposed " The Mayor and Corporation."
He could best express the wishes of the branch if he likened the Mayor
to tuc Commanding Officer; the Councillors to the officers; and the
citizens to the Battalion—and if such good fellowship could exist m
that civic battalion as did in all the Battalions of the Buffs, the Mayor
would indeed have a happy year of office. He would have no more
loyal citizens than were to be found in that branch.
The Mayor (Alderman H. E. Russell), who was received with
applause, said that he admired the work they were carrying on, and
congratulated them on the fine start they had made. Lieut. Sherwood
had likened the Corporation to a Regiment. It was true, because they
were all anxious to do their duty, and a finer lot of fellows one would
have to go a long way to find, but it was not true in that, whereas a
regimental mau took his orders, it was not always so with the Corpora
tion (Laughter). Dover had a warm place in its heart for the men
of the Buffs. (Hear, hear). They all admired the great work done in
the Great War by the Buffs. Their record was a fine one; indeed,
they might even say that their record might he recognised as a record
of tne war. In every corner of the world they were to be found ; their
brilliant deeds and determination had no superior. What of their
sacrifice ? He bowed his head to the 6,000 men of the Regiment who
made the supreme sacrifice. As a Corporation, tlicy had been closely
associated with the Buffs, for in the late Sir Wollaston Knocker, they
had an old Colonel of the Volunteer Battalion, and their present Town
Clerk occupied a very honourable position in that Battalion. They
might without exaggeration almost claim the Buffs as Dover's Own.
(Hear, hear). They were proud of The Buffs. The Regiment was
proud, he believed, of its antiquity, as also were they in Dover of their
antiquity. They hoped the Association would grow and prosper.
(Applause).
A telegram of greetings was received from the London branch.
Capt. Enright, who proposed " The Ladies," recalled the welcome
given by the people of Dover to the regiment when it returned from
south Africa. The hospitality of the Mayor's predecessor and of the
citizens Was spoken of to this day by many of their members. He
gave a motto to the Dover Branch, " Foster that foster feeling.
(Applause).
Mrs. G. Spinner, replying, said that she claimed to be a daughter
of the Regiment having been born in it. To come back to Dover was
like coming home, for she lived nearly all her life
The>
had formed in connection with the London branch, a Ladies Guild
and she hoped to see one formed in Dover.
Greetings were offered by Mr. Ades on behalf of the Ashford Branch.
The music was supplied bv the Arcadians and Miss Simpson, Mr.
E. Etheridge, Dmr. C. Cox and the Misses Pierce sang.
The guests included MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden Bell, Col.
II and Mrs. Findlay, the Mavor and Mayoress of Dover (Alderman
and Mrs. Russell), Major Field and Lieut. Penlington from the Depot,
Captain Knocker, I<ieut. and Mrs Bradley, Captain and Mrs. Enriglit,
Cabtain and Mrs. Carter, Mrs. Spinner, R.S.M. and Mrs. Potter and
Mr. Ades of the Ashford Branch.

Weald Branch.
The Winter Season of Branch Meetings started with a wellattended
meeting at Cranbrook on October 10th. About fifty members were
present and we were delighted to have MajorGeneral Sir Arthur
LvndenBell and Major Arthur TyldenPatterson with us. The latter
delighted us all with a most entertaining and instructive speech'on the
joys and attractions of the Weald. Colonel John Body was in the
Chair and during the evening sixteen new members were enrolled.
. On November 14th an equally successful meeting was held at
Wittersham. Colonel Body was again in the Chair and about thirty
members were present. Colonel Findlay came over from Canterbury
for it and had a very hearty welcome. It was decided to form a Branch
DinnerClub.
. . . . .
During the evening nine new members were enrolled bringing the
Branch strength up to 145.
The next meeting is at Cranbrook, on December 12th.
A.E.L.H.

Hythe and Folkestone Branch.
A meeting was held at the " Star " Inn, Stade Street, Hythe, on
the 3rd November.
On this occasion twentyfive members of the Regiment were present
and a large number who were not present have expressed their wish to
join a local branch of the Association.
Posters were printed and exhibited in Hythe, Folkestone,
Dymchurch and their surroundings, but there were no representatives
from Folkestone at the meeting. It is expected that they will turn up
when the branch becomes better known.
The following committee was formed to carry on the work of the
Branch :—
Chairman : Mr. W. Stanger.
Secretary : Q.M.S. W. G. Warner.
Treasurer : S. Clerk J. H. Owen.
Members: Messrs. T. Pope, J. Middleton, G. Alger, H. Shaw and
Dray.
It was further decided to hold a branch meeting once a month,
on the third Saturday of the month, to commence at 7 p.m.
All who attended the meeting are desirous of becoming members
of the " Past and Present Association" with effect from the
1st January, 1929.

Canterbury Branch.
\l a meeting held at the Drill Hall, Canterbury, on Friday,
a Canterbury branch of the Past and Present Association of The Buffs
was formed. Colonel H. Findlay, the Secretary of the Association,
presided over an enthusiastic meeting and was supported by Major
C S Field (O.C., Buffs Depot), Major H. G. James,. Major
F H Keeler, Colonel Friend, Colonel E. Burns, Lieut. Verlander and
Mr. G. W. Peirce. Apologies for absence were received from General
Bainbridge and General R. McDouall.
Colonel Findlay said tliev had now, excluding Canterbury, seven
brandies of the Association, Ashford being the oldest. He honestly
thought Canterburv should have been the first, for, after all, it was
in a sense the early home and first home of every Buff. It was where
the recruit first came, and it was the place where many Buffs wandered
back to when they left the colours. Undoubtedly, in and around
Canterbury there was a very big number of officers and other ranks
who had served with the old corps. The main object of the
Assodation was twofold. The first was to help them to retain old
friendships and the second to help those who needed help. They were
asked to join for old acquaintance's sake primarily, but this dub,
unlike other social clubs, did come to the rescue when a Buff was in
need The Colonel referred to the biggest reunion of the year, the
Memorial Service in August in Canterbury—a reunion that was going
to oust thdr previous biggest reunion, the annual dinner in London.
Tast year over 500 attended tliat reunion, and next year he hoped
there would be nearly 1,000. (Applause). In regard to assistance,
the main thing they aimed at was to try to find work for Buffs needing
work During the last twelve months their membership had increased
by 1,000, and that tended to show that things were going well. That
happv result was primarily due to the branches already established.
London had the largest number of members at present (399), but he
saw no reason at all why the Canterbury branch should not exceed
that Every officer and man who had ever served in any battalion
tided The Buffs was eligible. Therefore, it was open to Regulars,
Territorials, New Armies and the Royal East Kent Yeomanry (who
became the 10th Buffs). All would receive the same cordial welcome
and would all be treated in exactly the same way. All they
remembered was Uiat they were all Buffs. The Buffs Association was
controlled by an executive bodyconsisting of three serving and three past
officers, nominated by the Colonel of the regiment, and a subcomnuttec
formed of one representative of each branch nominated by the branch.
The branches had their own chairman and subcommittee, and they
had funds given to them from die Benevolent Fund in order to be
able to render immediate cash assistance in any case where there was
not sufficient time to submit it to headquarters. The annual
subscription for members was 2s. 6d., but what they were trying to
cncoiiragc was life membership of £1. A member need not J>ay £1
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Annual Dinner—Dover Branch
C a n t e r b u r y B r a n c h — continued.
down, but could pay 2s. 6d. down and the rest within twelve months
by instalments. The Association was not in opposition to anv other
organisation that was helping the exService man.
Major H. G. James, in support, said there was nothing to a man
like his old regiment. (Applause). From the Colonel of the regiment
downwards they were all one family and they wanted to keep together
as much as they could. They would never witness anything like the
welcome extended to every Old Buff during the reunion iii the
Canterbury Cricket Week. (Applause). They would never see
anything quite like it anywhere. Major James delivered a message
lie had received from Sir Arthur LyndenBell, who wished the branch
every success. (Applause). He (the speaker) considered that in the
home eitv of The Buffs they ought to lie able to form the strongest
branch of any in the county. He recommended it to them, and hoped
that in a short time they would be 500 strong. (Applause).
Major Field recalled the slogan " Once a Buff, always a Buff." It
was a grand thing to serve in the regiment if they were luckv enough
to be in it, and it was also a grand tiling to meet the fcllows'who had
been in it or were serving still. The Major spoke of the great influence
sticli an event as their August reunion had upon the recruits. That
August Church Parade was au incalculable benefit to the regiment.
(Applause). He therefore wished the Canterbury branch every
success.
Under the chairmanship of Major Keeler, it was decided to form
a Canterbury branch and the following officers were elected:
Chairman, Brig.Gen. McDouall ; ViceChairman, Major Keeler;
Hon. Secretary, Mr. Peirce: Committee: Major Hickman and
Messrs. Ives, Sangers, Page and Baker. Headquarters : The " Ben
Jonson," Guildhall Street, which is kept by tiie Hon. Secretary, Mr.
Peirce.
The meeting concluded with a hearty vote of thanks to Colonel
Findlay and other officers present.

British Empire Order Medal.
It is announced in Army Orders that the Medal of
the Military Division of the Order of the British Empire
for gallantry, may be awarded to an officer or soldier,
or a member of the military nursing service who
performed an act of gallantry whilst engaged in military
duty during a campaign (but not in action), or in peace
time. It is also announced that the medal of the
military division of the Order of the British Empire
for meritorious service may be awarded to a non
commissioned officer or soldier below the rank of
warrant officer, recommended in peace or war, for
specially distinguished or meritorious service of a high
standard. The faithful or zealous performance of
ordinary duty will not be sufficient in itself. There
must be either : (a) special services of a high degree
of merit, such as discharge of special duties superior
to the person's ordinary work ; or, (b) highly
meritorious performance of ordinary duties where those
have entailed work of a dangerous or specially trying
character.
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Smoking Imperially.

A

LTHOUGH tobacco growing is not included in
Army vocational training I went, after being
' demobbed,' to Southern Rhodesia to try my luck
as a tobacco farmer.
My capital was slender, but a war gratuity
and a small pension gave me courage. Up till then
my knowledge of tobacco was confined to such as I had
. gleaned from the outsides and insides of numerous
packets of 'fags.' Rhodesia at once fascinated, me.
;I worked for a year as a pupil with an established
farmer who, fortunately, was a good man with tobacco.
: Before the year was up I was earning a salary as well
; as my keep. (Military experience proved of real value
in handling native labour). Then I took up land
' on my own.' I put up a couple of thatched huts as
my homestead, bought some draught cattle, engaged
my own natives, cleared and ploughed a patch of
ground, planted my seedbeds, burned bricks, built
a tobacco barn and parted with almost my last penny
of capital. . It was a plunge but that year the rains
were normal and the prices good.
It is not difficult to grow tobacco in Southern
Rhodesia ; the climate and soil are ideal. It is curing
tobacco that needs skill. One can waste a whole year's
effort by inexperience or carelessness in harvesting or
curing.
There are four methods of curing tobacco :—air
curing, sun curing, fire curing and flue curing.
The ' bright' Virginian tobacco, to which we in
Rhodesia devote most of our energies and which is used
in cigarettes, is flue cured. It is the most scientific
and uptodate method. The heat is supplied by pipes
led from furnaces outside the barn. The leaves are
first yellowed, then the colour is fixed and lastly they
are dried. The desired lemon colour is obtained only
by constant control of the temperature and humidity
during these three phases which last continuously for
several days. The least slip spoils the whole barnful.
Then comes the grading, another skilled job.
Rhodesia produces all the grades, varieties and
qualities of cigarette and pipe tobaccos which at present
reach Great Britain from foreign countries. There
is a Rhodesia tobacco to suit all tastes and Imperial
Preference helps it to suit all pockets. And yet today
there are millions of pounds lying unsold at the English
Docks while foreign stuff, that is no better and no
cheaper, pours into the country. This is the only
reason that I do not recommend other Exservice men,
at present, to come out here.
All Rhodesian tobacco that goes to England goes in
the leaf and is made up for smokers by English
Manufacturers and English labour. It is all grown by
Britishers of which at least half are Exservice men.
We are having a very lean and anxious time just now
because the people at Home will persist in smoking
foreign tobacco.
During eleven months for which I have figures,
England imported 152,484,025 lbs. of American
tobacco. This gave direct employment to about
74,000 growers, as well as many others indirectly
engaged in the Industry—in all about 100,000. We
have the space and the soil and the climate in Rhodesia
to grow every ounce of this. Yet our whole European
population, men, women and children, of all trades,
cauings and professions, is about 45,000.
Three farthings out of every penny that a
Rhodesian spends on manufactured articles goes in
British made goods, and our Customs allow them
a 50% preference. If it was understood that when
buying Rhodesian tobacco three quarters of the money

so spent comes back to make work in England, English
people would not needlessly pour their money into
American pockets. The Rhodesian Railways have
lately spent 2£ million sterling on Railway materials
in England, all in the hardhit basic industries. Not
one foreign nut or bolt was purchased. Yet in a year
England sends about eight million sterling to America
for tobacco.
When you buy Rhodesian tobacco you give work to
British labour in England, you people the waste spaces
overseas, you help Exservice men to earn a living in
Rhodesia, you relieve the congestion in the Home
Country and you buy first rate tobacco.
My advice to you is first to smoke Rhodesian
tobacco and then come to Rhodesia and grow it. We
have room and welcome for tens of thousands.
The flag of Rhodesia is the Union Jack.
P. M. COLLINS.

C

Emigration.

OPY of a letter received from a Colonel who
recently went out to B.C. under the auspices of
the OverSeas League Migration Bureau. All officers
interested may obtain full information regarding the
prospects overseas by communicating with this Bureau
at 4 Park Place, St. James's Street, London, S.W.I.
*
*
*
*
I thought you might like to hear my impressions
of this country after my first month out here.
You may remember that when you first suggested
emigration I said the one country I " barred " was
Canada ! But this part of B.C. is much more like the
UK. than Canada. The scenery strongly resembles
that of the West Coast of Scotland, though on a much
larger scale. Round here almost everyone is a settler
—not born out here—and with similar ideas and feeling
to people at home.
Especially in this neighbourhood a large number
are expublic school men and very anxious to get
similar neighbours, and keen to help one to do the best
for oneself ; show one what places are for sale ; advise
on suitability and value and see that one gets a good
knowledge of the various localities, their advantages,
etc., before finally deciding on a place.
The trouble seems to be that people rush to the
Real Estate Agents in the big towns and on the coast,
who have their own interests to study and are anxious
to get their properties sold without delay. Here I am
advised to wait, say six months or so, before I settle
on a place, and meantime to see all available places
and have their advantages and disadvantages pointed
out to me by people, acting for your Committee, who
know them and who are anxious to see settlers placed
to the best advantage.
I am very glad I came here. It is a place where
people with a very moderate income and fond of
country life may live in peace on their own small
property and find interest in fishing or boating, a little
shooting, a small amount of farming, fruitgrowing,
etc., and the general upkeep and improvement of their
places. I said a " small" amount of farming, etc., as
in my own case I propose to start with a small cherry
orchard, poultry, and probably a pair of martens and
later on as I learn more about furfarming I may
embark on foxfarming on a larger scale.
Fresh settlers after the war went to Vancouver and
other places more generally boomed. Consequently,
there are many good properties round here waiting
for fresh owners at very moderate prices and, to my
mind, now is the time for the right kind of people to
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Reminiscences of the Depot.
"VTTNETEEN years ago ! It seems a long time now
JL\ since a subaltern in the 3rd Field Troop R.E.
I first
became a member of the most cheery
and hospitable mess I have ever encountered
throughout my service—the Depot mess at Canterbury.
And it is only because four of the best years of my life,
spent under that roof, have made me feel almost as if
I was entitled to the honour of considering myself an
honorary Buff, that I yielded to General Sir Arthur
Lynden Bell's suggestion that I should bore you all by
writing something for The Dragon. And the devil of
it is that I don't know what on earth to write. To
recapture the atmosphere—now unfortunately becoming
rather a dim memory—is not too easy. But it dawned
on me that perhaps I might make the attempt, and
I can only repeat the famous injunction— Don't
shoot the man at the piano. He's doing his best."
The abominable way in which my commanding
officer overworked me—I am staying with him at the
moment, and he took a lot of money off me last night
at some card game of his own invention—left me with
but little time to do anything save a quiet game of
spilikins in the evening. After that, of course my
studies engrossed me far into the night. In fact, on
frequent occasions, I regret to say it was nearly three
Emigration—Continued from p. 388.
come out and work up ranches (rather a misnomer, as
the usual ranch here consists of 5—20 acres of cleared
and planted land with say, 30—70 acres of hill and
timber land), before the new road opens up the country
arid puts up land values. Houses are all of wood and
can be very easily altered, enlarged or adapted.
At present motors are used by a few, the smaller
American cars being more suitable for the narrow and
sometimes difficult existing roads. To my mind
a launch or boat with an outboard engine appears of
more general use, thongh when the new road comes
along motors of all kinds will be more useful and
desirable.
Everybody knows everybody else here and there
is a general feeling of peace and goodwill. The air is
beautifully fresh and exhilarating and at present we
are having bright, clear, sunny days, with a little frost
at night, far preferable to the English climate this
time of the year. Everything seems clean; there is
very little dust to make things dirty. Very primitive
clothing only is necessary. I feel very overdressed in
plusfours, flannel shirt and tie ! The oldest clothes,
overalls and open shirts are fashionable, and I am
informed I shall fall into this custom before long.
My wife tells me that butter, eggs and milk are very
plentiful and if anything, a little cheaper than in
England. The milk is the best she has ever bought.
Seafish, in spite of the journey from the coast,
is cheaper than in England. Meat is brought round
locally once a week and is cheaper than in England.
Flour and groceries are a little dearer ; one bakes one's
own bread, though the local vendor of meat can supply
bread once a week. We have been so generously
presented with fruit and vegetables that we have had
to purchase very little, and that little ridiculously
cheaply.
I must say, I consider this is an ideal place for ex
officers with country tastes to settle and only wish
I had come out here several years ago, instead of first
trying my hand at fanning in England.

o'clock before the final black disappeared in a game
known. I believe, as snooker. Possibly some of you
may have heard of it, but anyway, you can take it
from me that one Major G—y L—e (I always believe in
disguising names to save libel actions) was no slouch
at it. Captain H—y H—y also, when not indulging
in community singing at the other end of the mess,
frequently uncoiled himself and sank the pink in one of
the five other pockets at which he had not aimed.
But the evenings which linger most in my memory
were those devoted to what Mrs. Ai—ee Mac—son
would doubtless call 'Spiritual Uplift.' Those were
the hours when members of the mess, each spurred on
by a deep desire to keep the level of the conversation
on an even higher intellectual plane than usual, would
vie with one another in the telling of anecdotes
containing some deep and worthy moral. Any little
difficulty that might have cropped up in the day's
labours would be chatted over with words of friendly
encouragement for the next morning's toil. One in
particular, I remember, concerned a question of
English. It appeared that a Company Commander
had been approached by one of his men that morning
with a request for special leave on the grounds that his
wife was impregnable. A little surprised the officer
asked the sergeant what the man meant, and he
received the answer that presumably he meant she was
stagnant. How it troubled us all! The increase in
consumption of barley water in the mess that night
was prodigious : it seemed such a terrible fate for
the poor lady.
But do not please think that we devoted no time to
recreation. Frequently we competed with one
another on horseback in pursuit of the fox. And that
recalls to my mind the bulldog. It was the sort
of bulldog that was something like a bulldog. Quite
like in fact. And it loved horses, though horses did
not love it. Not at all. It took to horses after a slight
rebuff from a motor bicycle. The bicycle was on its
stand and the back wheel was rotating—fast: a fact,
apparently, which escaped the intelligent hound. It
bit the back wheel—once. And having left most of its
face on the mudguard, it took, as I say, to horses.
Wherefore the order went forth that it must be struck
off the strength, and that p.d.q. So its master
advertised for a kind home for it. The home arrived
in the form of a large policeman who thought it was
a nice little dog. Unfortunately the feelings were not
reciprocated. With a howl of fearful anguish the
policeman shot past the mess with little Pongo adhering
to the seat of his pants. He went past the Orderly
Room—Pongo still hanging on—and just then the cat,
perceiving her hated enemy engaged on a whole time
job, attached herself to where Pongo's pants would
have been had he worn them. However, let us do
what the policeman did—draw a decent veil over the
rest of this harrowing story.
Great days : glorious days—and then the pathos of
it. The owner of that bulldog took a bullet through
the brain in 1914. And somehow or other it is difficult
to keep that note of sadness out. So many priceless
fellows of those days have gone west. True, their
places are filled—the gaps closed up—and their names
live for ever on the Roll of Honour, but they come back
in one's dreams at times.
Enough : a thousand apologies for having inflicted
this awful tripe on you. It must be senile decay
setting in. So may I, in conclusion, wish every Buff
—Past, Present and Future—happy days. '
Sapper and Honorary Buff.
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In Praise of Hunting.

HE other day I chartered a G.S. wagon to fetch
our bees ; they had been put out to graze on
the heather, and to satisfy the somewhat nervous
driver that they were securely imprisoned in their
hives, I sat my small boy alongside bim for tbe drive
home.
The boy was thrilled, not by bis proximity to the
hundred thousand stinging insects, but by the
experience of driving behind two horses. It was the
first time, and probably the last, that he will ever drive
behind a horse. This is an awful thought. It isn't
that we object to motors ; we all have them and could
hardly do without them, but I hate the idea of
the present day children growing up in ignorance of
the fun which comes from the horse. The modern
boy does not clamour for a pony—his ambition is to
ride a motorcycle.
I hear that at Oxford the authorities have
prohibited the construction of a " dirttrack " in spite
of the large demand from the undergraduate for this
form of sport. I suppose it must be good fun, but
I don't believe it is good exercise. I am sure if I could
play the game at all, I should feel tired by 'the rattle,
dust and noise of it all, but not happy with that
pleasurable sensation of wellbeing that comes from
a long day in the country on a horse. What can beat
that day in the country ; the beauty of it all—England
at its best.
"
The English countryside,
Tbe wineleaved bramble in the ride,
The farms, the moist earthsmelling cover."
I always think the start of the bunting season is
full of interest, not because you get really good sport
then—you usually don't; but because it is wonderful
to get back to it all again. You meet the same fellows
who were out last year and you see their new mounts.
There is Smith, who has got a new horse from Oliver
Dixon at a frightful price and can't hold it; it is great
fun to see him charging down tbe lane out of control.
Then there is Jones who has turned out in pink for
the first time—an obvious purchase from Moss—and
his boots don't fit him. There is Daisy, who has grown
fatter than ever and positively bulges over the poor
little pony. And look! There's that beastly little
boy with the ribbon round his hat; you want to watch
his pony's heels too. You may get a run or you may
spend your day bucketing round from one field pf kale
to another after a bad cub on a poor scent, but anyway
you have had a day out in God's good country,
seen the hounds work and heard the master curse.
You get home for dinner feeling at peace with the
1
world.
I know a soldier who spent a month's leave in
Ireland before the war hunting six days a week. He
said he enjoyed most the time spent after dinner before
the fire with his feet on the mantlepiece trying to
remember the jumps he had been over. I thoroughly
agree with him ; it is the jump behind and not those
ahead which give satisfaction.
Perhaps the man who has driven from London to
Aldershot in fifty minutes gets a similar thrill when
turning over in his mind the various escapes on the
road—the time he nipped in between the 40 Daimler
and the Vauxhall—or when he brushed the curb on
that corner doing seventy. Personally when I am
unfortunate enough to have such experiences forced
upon me, the recollection makes me break out into
a cold sweat. I suppose that I must confess that
I belong to a different generation. I am not grousing.
I am only hoping that they get as much fun out of life
as we do.

M

The Buffs' Golfing Society.

EMBERS of the Society will be interested in the
following correspondence, the first letter being
that sent to Mr. Angus V. Hambro, and the second his
reply.
Angus V. Hambro, Esq.,
Sandwich.
Rimbourne, Dorset.
23/10/28.
Dear Sir,
The Buffs Golfing Society.
I have pleasure in informing you that, at the Annual
General Meeting of the above Society held during their
Autumn Meeting at Royal St. George's, a proposal
that a letter of congratulation should be sent to you
on the occasion of your election as Captain of both
Royal St. George's and the Royal and Ancient Golf
Club of St. Andrews was passed unanimously; and
with our congratulations I was instructed to send you
our best wishes during your Captaincy of these two
Clubs.
In addition, I must express on behalf of all of us
how much we appreciate the honour and privilege
of being allowed to hold our Autumn Meeting at Royal
St. George's.
Yours faithfully,
HENRY H. C. BAIRD, Captain,
Hon. Secretary, The Buffs Golfing Society.
Wimborne,
Dorset.

28/10/28.

Dear Sir,
Many thanks indeed for your very kind letter of
congratulation. I am very glad to hear that you had
a successful meeting at Sandwich. Will you please
convey my grateful thanks to your Golfing Society.
Yours faithfully,
ANGUS HAMBRO.
FIXTURES FOR NEXT YEAR.

April 12. v. 60th Rifles Golfing Society at
Camberley Heath.
„ 13. v. Aldershot Command.
Sat.,
Wed., „ 24. v. 60th Rifles Golfing Society at
Littlestone.
Thur., „ 25. Spring Meeting at Littlestone.
„ 26. Spring Meeting at Littlestone.
Fr.,
„ 27. v. Littlestone.
Sat.,
„ 28. v. Rye.
Sun.,
Mon., April 29. v. Royal St. George's.
Sat., May 11. v. Wrotham Heath.
,, 26. v. Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Sun.,
Regiment at Rye.
Wed., Oct. 16. Autumn Meeting at Royal St.
George's.
Thur., „ 17. Autumn Meeting at Royal St.
George's.
18. v. Prince's.
Fri.,
Fri.,

THE RYE LIFEBOAT DISASTER.

As but a small token of sympathy to the relatives of
those who lost their lives in the disaster at Rye, the
Society has subscribed one guinea to the Mayor of Rye's
fund. The Society has haa many happy days at Rye
and the majority of those who gave their lives had
acted as caddies.

Have you sent anything to the
Secretary of the Past and Present
Association, for the Jumble Sale ?
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A Battalion in Trouble.

HICH was your most memorable Christmas ?
Mine was that of 1901—I'll tell you about it.
The war in South Africa was on at that time, and
the open veldt was full of small columns treking about.
Old soldiers will remember that there were no roads
then, nor any transport except great cumbrous
waggons, each dragged by about sixteen oxen, which
made their way over the grasslands, taking each river
as it came.
I was serving in the Ulster Fencibles then, and we
Sot orders to trek from a place called Wonderfontein
on the railway and to start on December 21st.
Our oxen had not recovered semistarvation and
overwork during the past winter and were still poor;
moreover we had'nt enough of them, the authorities
working out our transport by arithmetic, irrespective,
of the state of the weather, now very wet, nor the
condition of the beasts.
We had just received, by train, an enormous
consignment of Christmas puddings from our excellent
friends at home, and the question arose how to carry
these for four days.
A suggestion was hazarded by a daring someone
that the festival be antedated and the puddings eaten
before leaving, but this idea was very properly scouted.
It was felt that it would be a grave slight to our friends
and that the honour of the regiment was concerned in
enjoying the treat provided on the proper day.
Feeling ran very high on the subject and the men,
already heavily loaded, gladly added one extra day's
ration to their burdens in order to provide carriage on
the waggons for the duffs.
On Christmas Eve the column neared a stream
called the Kaffir Spruit. It had been raining in
torrents all day and the river was rising. It was known
that the crossing was held by a large party of the
Wessex Regiment, and that the Major in command had
fortified and arranged to protect, a park for the
waggons pf any column which might be passing.
After the midday halt, the Fencible's transport,
with a small escort, had started before the men, as no
enemy was in the vicinity and it was obvious that the
sooner the drift was crossed the easier it would be.
When the main body reached the water, the following
was found to be the position.
Three waggons had crossed and gone on over the
gentle rise,
beyond which was the Wessex
establishment. The Spruit was a raging torrent,
a rolling mass of muddy water, and the remaining
waggons had found it quite impossible to follow. It
was plain that there would be no more crossing that
night, for it was still raining steadily, so the column
halted for the night on the other side of the stream,
cheered by a prophecy of finer weather on the morrow,
during which the halt would continue and the best
cheer procurable served out, including the goodly
duffs.
Christmas morning broke. Considerable wet mist
hung about the angxy water, but rain had stopped and
everybody was getting busy with festive preparation
when:—
About 9 a.m., the Quartermaster, trembling and
with a look of frozen horror on his face, reported to
our C.O. that the plum duffs had gone over the river
in one of the forward waggons.
The Colonel immediately ordered a signal to be sent
from him to the O.C. Wessex Detachment, requesting
assistance to rig a line to carry a cradle to and fro over
the river.

About 10.30 a.m. Signallers reported that they had
searched for two miles back to find a spot from which
their signals could be observed, but without avail, as
the fog was thick over the Wessex post.
A bugler began to trv and call up, bv blowing longs
and shorts.*
*
Two subalterns volunteered to ride up and down
the river to try and discover an easier place to cross
and practically the whole battalion lined up on the river
bank and shouted.
About noon a very exceptionally strong swimmer,
called McGrath, in a fit of despair, plunged into the
water and, after a desperate struggle during which he
was washed down about three hundred yards, reached
the other side and a wild yell of triumph and relief
rewarded his effort, but McGrath's pluck and muscular
development was by no means equalled by his brain
or commonsense, so
About 12.30 a Wessex guard made him a prisoner
for attempting to loot waggons in their charge. The
man frantically expostulated and begged, almost with
tears, to be taken before the C.O. at once for the credit
of the Fencibles. He was met by some bitter sarcasms
on the part of the sergeant of the guard, who judged
he had been searching for ration rum.
At 2.30 p.m. the guard was turned ouc by the
orderly officer, who listened to McGrath's tale of
distress and reported the case to his Major, who had
the man before him. During this interview, at which
McGrath stated that his regiment was in great distress
and urgently required assistance, the acting Sergeant
Major interposed : "I beg pardon. Sir, I do believe
that Fencible bugler is trying to call us up." Till now,
' it had been the opinion of the whole of the detachment
that the noise across the river was entirely attributable
to Christmas and that a drunken bugler was amusing
himself with his instrument. About this time, the
two subalterns had returned to their battalion, draggle
tailed, dejected and hopeless.
By 3.30 p.m. the Wessex had assembled on their
side of the flood, but it took over two hours to get
a line across—this being at length accomplished by
lashing a light rope to an empty grease barrel used by
the waggons, and after carefully experimenting with
chips, etc., to discover a place where the water washed
slantingly from one bank to the other.
At 6.15 p.m. a serviceable arrangement had been
completed and amid the wildest scenes of excitement
the first duffs crossed the stream.
At 9.30 p.m. the orderly bugler sounded " Come to
the cookhouse door."
This event was the origin of the rumour that
travelled all over South Africa that the Ulster Fencibles
very nearly met with a terrible disaster at
Christmastide.
FALCON GLUM.

* The S.O.S. signal was unknown at this period.

How to get "The Dragon."
f TOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are
i year <?/-, 6 months 4/-, 3 months sf-.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.
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Round and About.
I envy those people who know exactly
their attitude to Christmas. I am
hound to confess that I approach it
with mixed feelings. There are
undoubtedly advantages in it; holidays, presents
received and the delights of the table among them.
On the other side I find ranged up against me the
upheaval that it involves. It usually means travelling
away from one's comfortable home to someone else's
perhaps even more comfortable, but strange abode.
In spite of gifts received it is an expensive time and
then, of course, there is dyspepsia. I think perhaps
that I am one of those who prefer normal conditions.
The trouble seems to me to be that Christmas has been
stretched from a twoday festival to a season.
However, let me wish those who enjoy it a merry time
and those who don't such peace as they can get.

*
*
*
THE GALES. November in London has not been
behaving according to tradition. By
now we ought to have experienced two or three " pea
soup " fogs. There has been, as far as I can remember,
but one fog and that a mild, anaemic affair which did
not hold a candle to the old sort. We are told that
electricity is gradually driving the " London
particular " out of business. But if electricity is going
to give us gales such as we have had lately in the place
of fog, I shall not consider the exchange a blessing.
Fog is unpleasant, but it is not so terribly unsettling
as high velocity winds. The irritability of the human
increases in stormy weather, so a selfstyled scientist
assures me.
THE
FESTIVE'
SEASON.

«

m

*

*

M.C.C. IN

By the time these words are in print
AUSTRALIA, the first Test Match will be under way.
With luck it will be finished by the time
the Christmasnumber of The Dragon is in the hands of
its readers. The wicket at. Brisbane may not be quite
as " shirtfronty" as those in other parts of the
Commonwealth,"in which case any advantage ought to
lie with our men. I for one am very confident about
the ultimate results of the series of matches and would
give a good deal to be watching the games. As far as
I can gather, cricket enthusiasm in Australia exceeds
our calmer interest in much the same degree that
a cuptie contrasts with a Test Match in this country.
*
*
*
*
FILM
The direction of some of the much
PRODUCER'S advertised and popular films still leaves
VAGARIES, much to be desired. It seems such
a pity when much money is spent on
excellent materiai that hopeless errors and
anachronisms should abound. I saw a film (or part
of it, for I could not see it through) the other day, in
which an exofficer looks for a job after tbe war attired
in a top hat and morning coat. I personally found it
impossible to believe in the hero or his story after I had
seen that. Then again in another film with Russia
before and after the Revolution as its subject, the
behaviour of some characters was so utterly untrue to
life that what would have been a passable story was
ruined. The hero in this case is made to utter
a remark which wants some beating. He is a Sergeant
in a Russian cavalry regiment and in rebuking
a comrade for an act of mild indelicacy asks " What
would your mother say ?
*

BOOKS.

*

*

*

Books dealing with the war still come.
I have not yet read " The Case
of Sergeant Grisclia " which has been hailed as the
greatest imaginative work based upon the war. It
is bv a Russian or Austrian and is concerned with

a foreign army. It "will have to be pretty good to beat
" The Spanish Farm trilogy " by R. H. Mottram.
" The memoirs of a Foxhunting man " by Siegfried
Sassoon is a book which few could fail to enjoy. Its
title is somewhat misleading for it is by no means
devoted to hunting.
*

*

*

*

PLAYS.

A serious play that stands apart hi
London is " Many Waters" at The
Ambassador's theatre.
For holiday playgoing " Plunder" with Ralph
Lynn and Tom Walls at their funniest is at
the Aldwych. It is well up to the standard of the
other farces that preceded it.
Leslie Henson in " Funny Face" at Prince s
Theatre is at the top of his form. It is just the play to
go to if the gales make you irritable.

The Auchtermauchty Christmas Club.
(A SCOTS COMEDY IN 3 ACTS).
by E.C.F.

ACT 1.
Down the High Street of a little Scottish town,
one November evening, passed Sandy McPherson,
and paused to regard a notice in the window of the
General Store:—
XMAS CLUB.
Pay what you choose ;
Have what you like.
" Pay what you choose "—thought furrowed the
brow of the careful Scotsman; " Have what 'you
like "—a smile dispersed the wrinkles ; and with head
erect and purpose in his tread Sandy marched into the
shop.
" I'll he payin' a penny into yon Xmas Club, the
noo," he said to the shopman, and deposited^ the coin
upon the counter, receiving in exchange a small card
with his name written for all to see and the amount
" Id." duly entered in the column apportioned for that
ACT 2.
The month of November and the greater part of
December passed before Sandy again presented himself
at the General Store in the High Street.
Banging down the card he demanded of the
assistant, " Gie me a bottle o'. whuskey."
" But we can't give you a bottle of whisky for one
penny, sir," was the reply.
"An' why no?" queried Sandy. " Does'na yon
card say ' Pay what you choose,' an' have'na I paid
ma penny ? ' Have what you like'; I'm likin
a bottle of whuskey, young man; so I'll thank you
to gie it me wi'out fairther blather."
The Manager was called; his wife and two
daughters joined the fray ; but the five of them could
not convince the obstinate Scotsman that one penny
was not a fair payment for a bottle of whisky.
Tired of argument, the manager appealed to the
Law in the person of a policeman, who, surprisingly,
supported Sandy's claim ; so that a long halfhour
afterwards McPherson left the shop with the neck of
a bottle protruding from his coat pocket.
#

*

*

»
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l/4th Buffs ReUnion.
A Record Gathering.

T

PRESENTATIONS TO MAJOR KEELER.

HE eighth annual reunion of the l/4th Battalion
4 The Buffs was held with conspicuous success at
the Drill Hall, Canterbury, on Saturday. The fact
that the attendance of over 400 was a record was not
only striking evidence of the healthy and flourishing
state of the Old Comrades' Association, but in itself
was a compliment to Major Keeler, Hon. Secretary of
the Association, to whose energy much of the success
of the Association is obviously due. Major Keeler's
recent retirement was marked during the evening by
a presentation to him from the warrant officers, n.c.o.'s
and men who had served with him. This gift followed
another by the officers of the battalion.
Colonel P. Mainwaring Dunstan, T.D., presided at
the dinner.
Colonel Dunstan said that was not an occasion for
speeches. They much regretted the absence of their
old C.O., Colonel Gosling, who had sent them a
telegram wishing them a happy and successful evening.
The Chairman warmly welcomed them at their eighth
annual reunion and congratulated them most heartily
on the wonderful way they had turned up. It showed
that the old splendid spirit which permeated the old
battalion was not dead yet—far from it—but growing
stronger every year. That reunion was a happy mile
stone where they recemented all the friendships and
ties which they had formed while serving with the
l/4th. (Hear, Hear).
Letters of regret had been received from Colonel
Atkinson, Major C. S. Field (O.C. Depot), Colonel
Body, Lieut.Colonel Wade, Captain Witts, Captain
Harrison, Captain Lowe and " old Sid Barron"
(C.S.M.), whose wife was very ill. He suggested that
a telegram of sympathy should be sent to him. (Hear,
hear.) He again congratulated them on the wonderful
'number present—about 400—and did not suppose
there was another reunion in the country which could
touch that number ten years after the war. During
the year 51 cases of distress had been relieved at an
expenditure of £76 0s. 1 Id. He was sorry to say that
some of their number had " gone beyond "—Hancox
(Sittingbourne), Bennett (Littlebourne), Blanche
(Canterbury) and Foster (Sittingbourne). .
The company stood in silence in memory of those
old comrades.
The Chairman expressed thanks to the local
committees for arranging the contingents and to
Chartham Paper Mills for the paper for the tables. He
was not going to allow that opportunity to pass without
saying how grateful and honoured they were to have
with them that evening one whom they had been
trying to get for years and had at last collared. He
did not mean Major Collard—(laughter)—but Colonel
Findlay, the Editor of The Dragon. (Applause).
The Auchtermauchty Christmas Club—Continued.
ACT 3.
The New Year well upon its way, Sandy met
a friend, who greeted him with a knowing wink.
" You and yon Manager of the Store will be good
friends I take it, Sandy ?"
" Oh, aye," said Sandy. " Well, enow."
" What would'n I ha' gien to hae seen yon
Manager's face when he pairted wi' a bottle o' the
best for a penny."
" Ah, 'twas nawthin'," replied Sandy. " Ye should
ha' seen it when I took him the empty bottle and got
ma penny back !"
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Colonel Findlay said he was present as the Editor
of a little paper tailed The Dragon—a little paper with
a circulation of only 2,000,. making a profit of £250
a year—a profit which went to the Association of the
Past and Present Buffs, to which any officer or man
who had served in any battalion which had borne the
title of " Buffs " was qualified to belong. After seeing
that gathering that night he hoped they would all.
join. The old idea that there was any difference
between Regulars and Territorials was a thing of the
past. (Hear, hear). That became a thing of the past
when the Territorials saved the situation .in the last
war. That would never be forgotten not only by
the Regulars but by everybody. He could say without
fear of contradiction that a regular Buff did welcome
a Territorial into the Past and Present Association , as
he would do a Regular. They were all one.. They
had set an example that night. Thdt was a wonderful
gathering. Here there /was a battalion which at the
eighth annual reunion had collected in Canterbury
400 of its old members who had come from all
parts of England. He  did congratulate them and
urge them if they could to join the Past and Present
Association of The Buffs. It was not an association
to take bellows to get it going, for it was going and
getting bigger. They could make it get even bigger.
Referring to the amount spent in cases of distress, as
mentioned by the Chairman, he said that he could
assure them that the amount put up during the past'
twelve months for the relief of Old Buffs, irrespective 
of battalions, was very considerable. They were all
out to help one another. They were all Buffs.;
(Applause).
Colonel Dunstan said he had been asked by the
warrant officers, n.c.o.'s and men of the old l/4th
Battalion to make a presentation, for which they had
subscribed, to their dear old friend and Quartermaster,.
Major Keeler. It did not need any words of his to
commend that to them, for Major Keeler had not only
been their Quartermaster, but a pal, a friend and
a father to the whole battalion. (Applause). They
had listened to the rednosed comedian and his story
of the quartermaster who kept one out of every three
pairs of trousers and was able to build a house
on the proceeds. (Laughter). That had never been
so with their Quartermaster. Everything they had'
been entitled to they had had, and everything he could
squeeze out of a measly Government he had secured
for them. (Hear, hear). That gift spoke for itself'
and showed the wonderful feeling between officers and
men and showed how much they appreciated " dear
old Daddy." (Cheers). Last week he (the speaker)
had the honour and pleasure of making Major Keeler
a presentation on behalf of the officers and he was
proud to fill the same office for them that evening.. It
did show a topping spirit and " dear old Daddy"
would appreciate it tremendously. They did not like
saying " goodbye," but were glad hecould retire while
he was still able to make the most of his leisure and still
able to devote time to the benefit of the' l'/4th, aswas.
evidenced by that wonderful gathering. (Applause)..
Major Keeler received the gift to the accompani
ment of musical honours and resounding cheers. In
a characteristically modest response, he thanked them
very much for the kind words said about him and for
that very nice present. He was sure Mrs. Keeler
would also be very pleased. They knew what he
thought about it. If ever he had done any little thing
it had always been with the help of others. He then
declared that most of the credit of that gathering was
due to the chairmen of the local committees in the ,
various towns for getting the fellows together and=
arranging the transport. He thanked them very
much. (Applause).
(The Kentish Gazette and Canterbury Press).
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Misbino \>ou all a lbapp\> Christmas.
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The 1st Battalion,
A FTER being separated

for many months
the battalion is once
more together for a brief
spell. Bareilly now seems
more lively and the Club
in the evenings is quite
crowded. Actually the whole
battalion paraded together
this morning for drill in
preparation for an inspec
tion by our new Brigade
Commander,Brigadier R. E.
SollyFlood, C.M.G., D.S.O
This is the first
full
battalion parade we have been able to have
for a very long time.
Next week the Machine Gun Platqon go
into camp near Delhi and do not rejoin till the
beginning of December. Captain Marshall also
leaves in a few days for Rangoon, where the
best wishes of all his many friends in the
battalion will accompany him. On October
30th the Officers' Mess is giving him a farewell
dinner.
It was with a severe shock the battalion
received the news of the death of Sgt. Dennis,
who died from appendicitis. He had served
a good many, years in this battalion and had
very recently been seconded to a battalion of
the Auxiliary Forces. We all offer our
sincerest sympathy to his wife and family in
their sad bereavement.
Now the trooping season has reopened
a large number of men are due to go home,
time expired, and a few lucky ones for service
at hpme. Amongst the former we shall be
losing Sgt. Cox, who has served with this
battalion since it reformed after the war in
Ireland. Another old stager is Sgt. Crump,
who is going to the Depot for a tour of duty.
One more Christmas is looming on the
horizon, so we take this opportunity to send
the greetings of the battalion to the 2nd
Battalion, the Depot, the 4th Battalion and
all our friends, Past and Present Buffs,
at home or abroad.

Regimental Football.
THE DURAND FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT.

The Battalion entered the Durand Tournament
this year for the second time. It will be remembered
by some, that last year—incidentally our first year in
India—we were knocked out in the first round. This
year, however, we managed to give a much better

account of ourselves and were able to get into the
semifinals, which gave the inhabitants of Simla the
impression that we were " darkhorses." Seemingly
we were counted among the small fry.
Perhaps before anything is said of. the matches that
took us into the semifinals, a short history of the
Tournament and the cups and medals that can be won
might be of interest.
Sir Henry Mortimar Durand, formerly Foreign
Secretary in India and who died in England in 1924
at the age of 73, instituted in 1888 the Tournament
which bears his name.
The original Challenge prize'competed for consis ted
of a Silver Football on an ebony stand and gave the
names of winning teams and players. The names of
all the teams that competed were engraved on the
football itself.
The trophy was won in 1895. for the third time in
succession by the Highland Light Infantry and passed
into their possession in accordance with the then
existing rule.
Another cup was presented by Sir Mortimar Durand
in 1896 to replace the former and was won outright
by the Black Watch in 1899.
Sir Mortimar Durand again very generously
presented another cup to be played for.
Sir Motimar Durand intimated that the present cup
would be the last he would present and suggested that
it should be turned into an annual challenge cup with
a smaller cup to be given to thewinning team. With
the concurrence of the South Wales Borderers, the
then holders, it was decided that the Tournament
should he run on these lines in future.
In 1904 the Simla public intimated their wish to
present another cup for competition to be played for
at the same time as the Durand Challenge Cup, to be
called the " Simla Cup " which may be won outright
by any team winning the Tournament three years in
succession. This trophy is now added to those which
are competed for in the Tournament.
The following are also presented
THE VICEROY'S CUP—to become the property of the
winning team.
THE PRESIDENT'S CUP—to become the property of the
runnersup.
THE COMMITTEE CUP—to be competed for by the losers
in the semifinals and to become the property of
the winning team.
THE WAZIR ALI CUP—to become the property of the
losers in the semifinals.
THE VICEPRESIDENT'S CUP—to become the property
of the Captain of the winning team.
THE TOURNAMENT CUP—to become the property of
the Captain of the runnersup.
MEDALS—a silver medal to each member of the winning
team.
A bronze medal to each member of the runnersup
team.
Thirtytwo teams entered for the Tournament
this year, so there were.no byes.. Our first match
was with the 1st Battalion The Worcestershire Regi
ment from Allahabad. It was not what one would
call a good game as both teams seemed to suffer with
nerves.. As far;.as we were concerned we were quite
content to kick and run and chance what happened.
We scored first through L/Cpl. Edwards. Soon after,
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however, the Worcesters equalised. This woke us up.
somewhat and »,we took the game down to our
opponents' goal andjjafter several tries we obtained
the lead through Pte. Foreman. We remained on the
offensive to the end, but no further goals came and
we came through the first round. The only man in
the team who found his form was Morris. He played
a good,, clean, hard game and his headwork was
particularly good.
In the second round we met the Eastern Bengal
Railway, a mixed team of Europeans and Indians.
This was a slightly better game than the first round.
In the first half especially, our team seemed nervy, but
they settled down later and took the game well in hand
and came through the victors by three goals to one,
which put us into the third round.
The third round promised to be more exciting.
We ourselves were just beginning to find our form and
our opponents in this round. The East India Railway,
had just beaten the 2nd Durham Light Infantry, who
were considered the favourites for the Cup, by the
score of 5—3 after the latter had been leading by 3—1.
A few changes were made in our team—Pte. Vasey,
who had been playing leftback was substituted by
Pte. Long, L/Cpl. Stocker who had been playing inside
right took Long's place at centre forward, Pte. Bing,
who was first reserve, took Stocker's place at inside
right and Turner, who had been playing left half,
changed places with Lenton at centre half.
The change seemed to work wonders. From the
very commencement of the game with the E.I.R., our
halves and backs seemed to take control of the game
Turner at centre half was simply magnificent. He held
the three inside attacking forwards with the greatest,
of ease and his passes to his forwards gave the E.I.R.
defence a busy time. About twenty minutes from the
start of the game Bing, who was playing in the
Tournament for the first time, gave us a very welcome
lead from about thirtyfive yards out, the ball hitting
the upright and going in.
This completely upset our opponents, for they
could do nothing right. Our defence had found their
form and they were much too good for the E.I.R.
forwards. L/Cpl. Williams at right back was kicking
particularly well.
From the time of the surprise goal by Bing until
just before the end of full time, most of the play was
in midfield, except for an occasional long shot at both
goals. Ten minutes from time, however, Turner put
Stocker through with a neat pass. Stocker got the
ball into the penalty area with only the goalkeeper
to beat when he was fouled in the back.
A penalty was awarded and Stocker took it and
scored. This ended up quite one of the best games
seen in the Tournament and qualified us for the semi
finals.
We met the 2nd Battalion The York and Lanes.,
the " Cup Holders " in the semifinals, and were full
of hopes of seeing ourselves in the finals, but this was
not to be, for though we were very evenly matched,
our opponents took advantage of a miskick by Lenton
and got through and scored early in the first half of the
game. This was the only goal of the match and in
spite of the many attacks we made on the York's goal
we were unable to score. L/Cpl. Edwards on one
occasion sent in a terrific first timer and was very
unfortunate in hitting the goalkeeper, who doubled
up, but the ball rebounded into play. On another
occasion L/Cpl. Stocker performed a splendid solo
effort. He got past first the centre half, then the right
back and left back and was only a few yards out of the/
goal, but while he was deciding in. which corner of the

goal he would put it, the ball was pushed off his toe
and so any hope of our retrieving the game was lost.
This qualified the Cup Holders to once again compete
in the final for the,coveted trophy. They were, how
ever, beaten by the 2nd Battalion The Sherwood
Foresters by four goals to two.
The other losers in the semifinals were the 1st
Battalion The Black Watch. We had to play them
for the semifinalists' Cups, the winners to receive the
Committee Cup and the losers the Wazir Ali Cup.
Our team apparently had not recovered from the
match with the York and Lanes, for we lost to the
Black Watch by three clear goals. However, we
congratulate the team on their performance and hope
they will get into the finals next year.
Our team was as follows :—
Goal: Pte. Horn; Backs: L/Cpl. Williams and
Pte. Long; Halves: Pte. Morris, Pte. Turner
(Captain) and Pte. Lenton ; Forwards : Pte. Foreman,
Pte. Bing, L/Cpl. Stocker, L/Cpl. Edwards and L/Cpl.
Ingram.
Reserves: Pte. Vasey (played in the first and
second rounds), Pte. Newbury and Pte. Prior.
Sergeants' Mess Shoot.
A very interesting  and enjoyable day was spent
on the ranges at Ranikhet when the Alma Barracks
Depot Sergeants' Mess shoot took place on 4/10/28.
Some good shooting was seen, especially by the Buffs
who practically carried iall before them.
Although four regiments took part, all the prizes
were taken by the Buffs and The Royal Corps of Signals
as will be seen by the appended score sheet. Sgt.
Blake especially distinguished himself and was
congratulated by the Commanding Officer.
Pool bulls, were obtained by. C.Q.M.S. Pratt (Buffs)
and Sgt. Fairchiid (Glosters) and were well worth
expending a few annas on as they were eventually
worth twentytwo rupees.
Several ladies were present and took quite an
interest in the shooting. Sgt. Perry (Caterer) and
Pte. Phillips (Barman) deserve a word of praise for
the excellent refreshments served up, as also do the
members who assisted in the movements of the bar
from one range to another.
RESULTS.
"S
©
2©

19
17
18
14
17
17
17
13
13
14
16
16
17
17
15
19
15
13
16
17
15

16
16
17
14
14
10
15
16
16
15
14
12
11
13
14
11
11
15
11
13
8
16
5

Is

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

Sgt. Blake (Buffs)
Sgt. Cross (Buffs)
C.Q.MA. Pratt (Buffs) ...
Sgt. Urquhart (R.C.O.S.)
Sgt. Richardson (R.C.O.S.)
Sgt. Crimmins (Glosters.)
R.S.M. Martin (Buffs) ...
Sgt. Turner (Buffs)
Sgt. Harris (R.C.O.S.) ...
Sgt. Mealqn (Buffs)
Sgt. Faulkner (Buffs) ...
C.S.M. Mould (Buffs) ...
Sgt. March (Dorsets)
Sgt. Curtis (Buffs)
...
Sgt. Falls (R.C.O.S.) ...
C.Q.M.S. Lane (Buffs) ...
Sgt. Sargent (Dorsets)" ...
Sgt. Norman (Glosters)
Sgt. Larkin (Buffs)
C.S.M. Ransley (Buffs) ...
Sgt. Hadaway (Buffs) ...
Sgt. Hebbard R.C.O.S.)*
Sgt. Swayne (Glosters) ...
Sgt. Fairchiid (Glosters) t
Only fired two practices.
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18
18
12
19
14
17
11
13
12
12
11
12
11
.9
9
6
9
7
7
2
4
—
10
10
11
—
—
14
tOnly tired one practice.

11
53
51
47
47
45
44
43 .
42
41
41
41
40
39
39
38
36
35
35
34
32
27
26
26
14
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PRIZE WINNERS.
Match 1.
Match 2.
Sgt. Blake
\.r. ... Rs. 9/ C.Q.M.S. Pratt
C.Q.M.S. Lane Jlle ... Rs. 9/ Sgt. Harris
Sgt. Blake
Sgt. Hebbard
Match 3.
Sgt. Urquhart
Sgt. Blake
Sgt. Cross

Rs. 12/
Rs. 2/
Rs. 2/
Rs. It-

Match 4.
Rs. 12/ Sgt. Blake
Rs. 13/
Rs. 3/ Sgt. Cross
Rs. 7/
Rs. 3/
(Signed) BISLEY BUNG.

Corporals' Mess.
Having been asked to write The Dragon notes by " Man John "
. himself, I will endeavour to give one and all an idea of how things
stand at the present moment in the " Shiney East."
First of all we must welcome all members of the Mess back from the
Hills (less plainsmen) and hope they are all preparing for the
forthcoming training at Delhi. Several games of football have taken
place this month by " Cpl. Deverson's Eleven." Rumour has it that
they are entering for the Durand Cup next year (that is, if no other
member gets a place in the team). Whilst on the subject, we offer
our congratulations to the Battalion Football Team in reaching the
Semifinal for the Durand Cup.
The Outram Institute invited the Mess to a Tennis At Home. Of
course, our Central Court Champion being present, we just managed
to win.
The next special item of interest was an invitation by the R. & K.
Institute to a Billiards Tournament. Again we managed to win.
This was followed by a dance which was enjoyed by all members
including Kid Starkey. The Mess returned the Tennis At Home to
the Outram Institute, followed by a tea which was excellently arranged
by Blinkers. Last, but not least, a social was given in the Sergeants
Mess and all members present were given a real good time. The Great
Oliver always looks forward to these events. Is it for the Exhibition
Cup ? (ask the Caterer). A great gathering of the Clan in,the Mess has
taken place just recently. Is it to hear all about Joe's Ivy or Marua ?
BEETLE NUT.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Did we know that Oliver could not play Hockey ?
Who is Ben Hur ?
Who took the flashlight photograph ?

Machine Gun Platoon.
" Phew!" is'nt it hot, and still no rain, but we
managed' to creep through at the expense of a wet
shirt and a big appetite.
This month has seen us in the midst of Sub
Section and Section Training and we sure have done
some stuff.
All Companies are now down from the Hills and
the Battalion is once more together. It seems so
crowded after the little Detachment we have had
down here all the summer. We are shortly to proceed
to Tighri, near Delhi, for the Machine Gun Con
centration. We are taking two Sections, which will
demonstrate to the remainder of the Division. Our
first two days will be spent under Ahmednagar
Instructors who will be preparing us for the
Demonstrations which are to be given by us for the
benefit of the Senior Officers. After which we get five
days off before starting Brigade and Divisional
Schemes. It is whispered that we get another five days
off before the Battalion arrives for manoeuvres. We
may get a chance to look round Delhi, that is if we
put the Battalion Camp up in time.
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We welcome back to the fold Lieut. J. R. P.
Williams, who has been away for six months " looking
for M.G. talent in the Sepoy line." Now we shall
get a move on and look " slippy " or we shall loose
our nickname " The Speed Kings of the U.P. District"
which we earnt last year. We now have three Officers,
Lieut. Oliver, Platoon Comdr., Lieuts. Williams and
Poster, Section Officers. Cpl. Redman is now back
with ns after his long rest at Ranikhet, but we are glad
he has made such a speedy recovery. TapTap came
down with him and well we know it, especially first
thing in the morning and after 2 p.m. in the afternoon,
when we are trying to get our siesta. We shall shortly
lose L/Cpl. Betts who is due to go home on a
Vocational Course. He will be a great loss, especially
on the Football Field.
In the field of Sport the Gunners have been very
active—mostly cricket, and of that I can say that we
have held more than our own. Football has been
mostly Company Games, of which at least five or six
Gunners have taken part. We are always doing
something during the recreational hours, 4.30 p.m. to
6.30 p.m. and I am sure we shall give a good account
of ourselves in the Harris Shield, especially as we have
Lieut. Williams and Foster. " What Ho " when we
form a Machine Gun Company in April, 1929. We
shall be at least uptodate.
It was decided to hold the third Annual Machine
Gunners Reunion Dinner on the 20th October. A
Committee was formed, namely Lieut. Oliver,
Sgt. Parks, Sgt. Thomas, Cpl. Jarvis and Cpl. Hoy.
We had the Gym. for the occasion and the Commanding
Officer kindly let us off church, and the Reserve
Gunners were not to be taken for any duties that day
or the next. The Gym. was got ready by volunteers
of the Serving Gunners under Sgts. Parks, Thomas,
Willing and Cpl. Jarvis. A very dismal looking
Gym. was turned into something like the " Hotel
Cecil" with a stage at one end and the tables arranged
and decorated picturesquely in red and white, the
M.G. colours.
The Dinner commenced at 8 p.m. We were
honoured with the presence of  the following: The
Commanding Officer, Lt.Col. Howard Smith, Capt.
Peareth, The Adjutant, Lieut. D. C. Coates, The
Purveyor of Spare Parts, Lt.andQr.M. A. W. Andrews
and our Platoon Officers, Lieut. G. L. B. Oliver,
Lieut.J.R.P. Williams and Lieut. J.H.N. Poster and last,
but not least, the R.S.M. H. J. Martin, C.S.M. I. M. W.
Beasly and C.Q.M.S. Holman, a reserve Gunner and
a man who keeps us on short pay, but who played the
game for this special occasion.
A very excellent dinner of six courses was served
by Mr. Wells, from " Norton's Cafe," and " buckshee
beer" went merrily. Beer could be obtained by
purchase after all the " Bucks" had gone, the bar
being ably looked after by Cpl. Hoy and Pte. Mellish,
who, we are sorry to say, wtire so busy that theyi were
unable to see anything of the Concert. In all 57
gallons of beer were put somewhere.
The Band rendered a delightful programme during
the evening and made the show very bright, under the
baton of Cpl. Selway.
Lieut. G. L. B. Oliver gave a speech to the tune of
many " hearhears," after which a Toast was given
to all Gunners who have left us. The Commanding
Officer was next to say a few words, and they were
complimentary to us all, followed by a few amusing
yarns, to which the lads responded with loud cheers.
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Lieut. Andrews was next and started pulling the officers
to pieces, namely Mr. Coates and Mr. Williams, which
ended in them both saying a few words in their defence.
The lads were tickled stiff, and so the evening
progressed merrily among much harmony rendered by
the lads in turn. S.M. Beasly and Sgt. Stace were to
the fore with their usuals and all who gave a turn did
their best to make the evening a great success. Mean
while the beer outside was being lapped up and
things were getting lively. Dancing came into play
in which everyone joined in, and it was great fun.
The Platoon Officers had large gatherings around
them, in which Bently challenged Mr. Oliver to
a weight lifting competition, two tripods being lifted
above the head, but the challenge was not accepted !
Captain T. R. Reid, M.C., who is away on a course,
sent a wire to show that he had not forgotten us, and
wished us all the best. Sgt. Burt, who we know would
have given anything to be amongst us, sent us his best
from Ahmednagar. The show ended amongst such
frivolity at midnight and everyone enjoyed themselves,
so we retired to the old feather and flips.
The show was a great success, which was shewn by
the number of thick heads next morning, but as there
was no Church, a layin worked miracles. (Ask Ash
Peter—not Roscoe's Dog !).
J.W.J.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Was Ashford Peter minus knife, fork and spoon on
kit inspection, and how many times did he lay it down?
Did he lose that schoolgirl complexion ?
Who said " Kiss me, Dhursie " after the double
Tap ?
Who was it dressed up like a " ham bone " civvies
complete, and went on a midnight ramble (Tonga
included) to the station, and was two pieces short of
the fare ? Was he of the Calcutta Constabulary ?
Did " big head " lose his ambition when he tripped
over the horizontal bar ?
How many " Dummies" will " Porkey " throw
whilst at Camp, and will he let " Pecker" into
the secret ?
The M.O. has kindly lent us our Wireless Operator
for Camp as the 2 L.O. has been lacking lately. But
is only lent ?
Is Buller losing his backbone or is he an advert for
Razor Blades ? Perhaps Trimm can enlighten us ?
Why is he being fed on bread and milk ?
Did " Spearmint" hand the Cup over to the C.O.
on the 20th ?
When will RedMan start eating again, or are the
pies too hard ?
H.Q. Wing.
PERSONALIA.
Lieut. J. P. R. Williams has rejoined us from the Staff and we are
in the Hockey Team.
L/Cpl. Cadman, Pte. H. Pearce, Pte. C. Pearce and Bandmaster
Leach have left for U.K. where we wish them every success in their new
sphere of activities.
We congratulate Dibble, Leadbeatter and Clatworthy on their
appointment to the dizzy heights of unpaid LanceCorporal and feel
sure that they will continue to climb the ladder of fame in due course.
There has been practically no Company Games owing to one half
being on the Hills.

In passing, we must congratulate the promoters and organisers
on the excellency of the Machine Gunners Reunion Dinner. Every
thing went off smoothly and without a hitch. Some amusing yarns
were told and also some amusing remarks passed at their conclusion.

RANIKHET INTERCOY. LEAGUE.
"A" Coy. Dorsets ...
"D" Coy., Buffs ...
R.A.M.C. ...
"H.Q." Wing, Buffs
"A" Coy., Buffs ...
3rd Div. Signals ...
Details, Glosters. ...
Details Dorsets

Pld.
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7

IV.
6
5
3
4
3
2
1
0

L.
0
1
1
2
4
4
6
6

D.
1
1
3
1
0
1
0
1

Goals.
For Agst. Points.
33
6
13
10
4
11
8
9
17
10
9
17
9
6
11
12
13
5
7
26
2
22
1
6

COMPANY FOOTBALL LEAGUE.
Our fifth match took place on the 1st September, 1928 and our
opponents were; the Glosters. In this match we had rather an easy
journey, winning by the comfortable margin of 6 goals to 1. The
scorers in this match were:—Penfold, 3; S/Sgt. Johnson, 1 ; F. E.
Smith, 1 and Drury, 1.
Team ;—Sgt. Meakin ; Pte. Devison and Bdsm. Vincent; Bdsm.
Saunders, Pte. Bidwell and Drm. Burbridge; Drm. Arnold, S/Sgt.
Johnson, Drm. F. E. Smith, Pte. Penfold and Drm. Drury.
The next match of ours was played on the 3rd instant and we were
up against the best Company team in Ranikhet, i.e., "A" Company,
Dorsets, so it was not very surprising that we were defeated by 5 goals
to nil. The play was not so onesided as the score suggests.
Our team all played well, but were unlucky in not scoring.
Team:—Pte. Devison; Bdsm. Vincent and Bidwell; Drm.
Burbridge, Drm. Smith and Bdsm. Saunders; Drm. Drury, Pte.
Penfold, Bdsm. Glanfield, S/Sgt. Johnson and Drm. Arnold.
Our last match was played the following night against our own "A"
Company winning a good game by 1 goal to nil. ' Drm. Arnold put in
a splendid centre from the right wing which the goalie partially cleared
and Arnold, following up the ball, headed it into the net amid loud
cheers from the spectators. Well done, Teddy. The team was the
same as in the last match.

No. 3 GROUP.
Since our last notes there have been few changes in our contented
little Group. On the 1st of September all of us at Bareilly were pleased
to note the return of Pte. (Bunter) Ingram to us again, after his
dangerous illness, looking none the worse for wear (or would it be
better to say tear). However, after fourteen weeks in bed and a short
period of convalescence he is looking as well as we could expect.
A few days ago we received the information that the Detachment
of "H.Q." Wing ht Ranikhet had gained third place in the Ranikhet
Football League. This is to be considered as a well accomplished feat
since only half of the team are in the Hills. Incidentally, several of
our group lads were in the team and from private correspondence
I gather that they were the backbone of the side. The individuals
were Ptes. Bidwell, Penfold, Girling (Snowy) and (Longfellow) Deveson
who officiated between the sticks. You will gather from this that with
such good performers in the hills the rest of us at Bareilly have a
difficulty in getting a side at any game. However, we do, and you will
find our good results appended below.
By the time these notes reach the 1st Battalion in the jolly old
Dragon, several of the T.X. Wallahs of the Group will have departed
and incidentally nearly all of them AllRound Sportsmen as far as group
games are concerned. The names of the lads who are sweating are
Privates Pearce, Rogers, Mummery, Suggers, Barrell, Busby and
Girling, the lastnamed having been selected for the Home Establish
ment. All of these will be missed by the Old Group, especially Pte.
Barrell who is noted as an opposition. (Ask Biddy Boy).
On the 18th of September, our Reverend Friend left us to proceed
on a month's wellearned leave. We all wish him a very enjoyable
time and hope to see him in the pink on his return. During his absence
Pte. Busby is officiating as i/c Bungalow. In the next month's issue
I hope to inform you of his efficiency or otherwise in this capacity.
On the Cricket Field we have met with many successes and a few
defeats. The undermentioned are the results,to date.:—

CRICKET.
16828. No. 3 Group versus Signal Section. Won by 72 runs
(Barrell, 59, Barden 30, Gilding 12).
19_g_28. No. 3 Group versus "M.G.'s" Lost by 32 runs. (Lilly
white 15, Barrell 7 for 30).
29828. No. 3 Group versus Bareilly Sporting Club. Lost by 28
runs (Barden, 4 for 11, Barrell, 3 for 13, Bench, 2 for 6).
2928. No. 3 Group versus "C" Company. Won by 65 runs.
(Stroud, 24, Bench, 22, Barrell, 20, Barden, 7 for 19, Barrell, 2 for 5,
Bench, 1 for 14).
5928. No. 3 Group versus Signals." Won by 63 runs. (Barden,
64, Barden, 6 for 36, Gilding, 4 for 26).

THE DRAGON
16928. No. 3 Group oersws Signals. Won bv 42 runs. (Barrell,
17, Barden, 1 for 10).
1+928. No. 3 Group versus Suddar Bazaar, Won by 3 wickets.
31^ tuns. (Barden, 29, Bench, 19 not out, Barden, 2 for 5, Gilding,
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Signallers v. "B" Company. Won 30. Honeysett, 3.
Signallers v. "C" Coy. D's. Won 80. Honeysett, 6; New
man, 2.
Signallers v. No. 3 Group. Won 31. Honeysett, 2 ; Hall, 1.

THINGS WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW.
We are practically settled at Bareilly now, after oiir " holiday " (?)
in the Hills. Ranikhet was not an ideal place for sport, there being
only one football ground, but we managed to have two or three games
with the Drums of the Dorset Regiment, and they proved far too good
for our team on each occasion. Perhaps it was because Harland was
at Bareilly on duty and Etheridge and F. R. Smith were also on the
plains for the Battalion Football Team Trials. While on the subject
of football, we congratulate the Battalion team on their splendid show
at Simla. Better luck, next year (but don't forget the hairCuts).
We shall be sorry to lose Lieut. Oliver when the "M.G." Company
is formed. Lieut. Coates has been appointed Adjutant and hc is taking
a great interest in the Drums generally. The lads are working like
Trojans these days. At Ranikhet we had to do Depot Retreat Beating
and the Drummers used to do combined practices in the afternoons
voluntary,owing to the fact that most of us were firing our course during
the morning. The Retreats went off splendidly and our solo drummer
showed the Dorset" bloke " how it should be done. Good pld " Ginger
Boy."
We,have had a fair amount of football since we came down and we
hope to have plenty more in the future. Hockey also seems a favourite
iu the Drums although it is only just lately that we have taken it up.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Can Pompey play football ?
And why was Tich Hyett crying when the results came out ?
Who killed Cock Robin ? Could the Band enlighten us ?
Did' some of the Drummers buy' postal orders and send them to
Ranikhet ?

Can " Ockerduse a razor. Ask " Uncle Chin "

Signal Section.
Since our last notes appeared several changes have taken place in
the Section.
Sgt. Sharp is back from leave and has had a very busy time since
preparing for classification which took place on the 11th, 12th and 13th
of October. We did very well, especially the Young Class, who had a
very short time for training.
We must congratulate Privates Smith, Ratcliffe and Styles for
tying for the Shield, each dropping one point; also Langsdon on win
ning a crested silver cigarette case for highest points in the young class.
L/Cpl. Baker is at present on a Course at Poona and judging by the
last letter received, he is doing very well.
Privates Standen, Aston and Coveney are back from the Hills and
the twolatter have been getting busy on the sports field. Coveney has
been appointed Football Representative for the Section and so far has
turned 1 or 2 teams out every night.
We must congratulate Privates Freddy Dibble, Turner and Lead
beatter on their appointment to LanceCorporal.
By the time these notes are in print several of the lads will be on
 their way home for transfer to the Army Reserve. Ptes. Aston, Parker
and Southon are amongst these, but I think they are having a small
shot at Duty before they leave.
On the Sports field, the Section in general has done quite good,
having 13 goals scored agsinst them and 37 for ; Pte. Honeysett scored
17 of this number.
L/Cpl. Buffy Newman is leaving the section on January the sixth
to attend a Vocational Course in England.
Pte. Ralph had the misfortune to rick his knee during a game of
football and was at once admitted to hospital. We wish him a speedy
recovery as heis missed very much on the left wing of our football team.
Privates Hector King and Fathersell have been selected to attend
a regimental cooks' course and if they had anything to do with today's
dinner, roll on when they are finished their course.

SPORT.
CRICKET.
Signallers v. Band. Lost by 10 runs. Aston, 22. Band, 94:
Signallers, 84 ; Southon, 5 for 40.

HOCKEY.
Signallers v. R.A. Lost 30.
Signallers ». S.B. Won 31. Aston, 2 ; Blanchard, 1.

FOOTBALL.
Signallers v. Transport. Won 71. Honeysett, 4; Hnii
King, 1 (penalty).

2:

Was Harding any relation to Oliver Twist ?
Was Tabs waiting for Mutt on the 211028 ?
Is Tommy 3 content when it is as it should be ?

HADENOUGHOFIT.

"A" Company.
Recently I have contemplated
Upon the price of Shirts Angora ;
Whilst the " high nobs " have debated
Upon the area around Almora,
' With concentrations at Hawalbagh
Their uppermost thought is forever " char."
Not being gifted as poet I must now express my thoughts in
another vein or else the Editor will be chasing me. Even now the last
line had to be suggested to me by the C.S.M., otherwise the conclusion
might have been more appropriate.
In a more serious frame of mind I shall now attempt to describe the
various events that have occurred within the .Company recently.
The principal news is, of course, that which deals with our move to
Hawalbagh in connection with the Training on Mountain Warfare.
No doubt the details I make mention of will prove to be uninteresting
to the company reader, but the people at home and some of the other
companies in the Battalion might possibly derive a certain amount of
interest from these lines.
A composite platoon under 2/Lieut. Craig left as advance party,
on the 13th of September and arrived, at Majkhali the same day where
bivouacs were made for the night. The next day the remaining
thirteen miles were completed and their arrival meant the speedy
erection of camp. A gruelling task iminediately awaited them in the
form of carrying the whole of the various stores and tentage to the
actual camping site and in this respect they all deserve a word of
praise for the able way in which the work was carried out despite the
adverse conditions.
The Company left on the 17th of September and arrived at camp on
the 19th none the worse for their adventure.
Parades commenced the next day and for a time we were kept rather
busy by reason of the fact that our demonstrators, the l/3rd Ghurkas
would officiate during the morning and in the afternoon we would
practice the respective lesson which we had witnessed beforehand.
The training was at all times made interesting and instructive,
but was made uncomfortable at times by the fact that a river had to be
repeatedly crossed during the exercises. As a matter of fact
this caused a certain amount of friction between the platoons because
one certain platoon managed to keep clear of the water throughout the
training and this they are now designated as the dry feet platoon.
We completed the period by giving in conjunction with the Dorsets
and the Ghurkas, a number of demonstrations to the G.O.C. Eastern
Command and other distinguished spectators.
All the company were pleased to see Mr. Spear, the A.D.C.
to General Sir John Shea, looking so well and it wasapparent that many
oldtime memories were exchanged with the older members of the
company. We offer him our congratulations on getting his first
Panther.
The end of September saw our departure for Ranikhet and this
journey was devoid of anything unusual, unless a financial cramp of
universal extent could be termed to be an unusual happening.
(The lads wanted blue lights, but got instead a glimpse of a Colman
QuickLite).
This move naturally curtailed our fixtures for sport and therefore
that part of the news is somewhat short. Nevertheless, I can make
mention of at least one success gained by the company and that is in
connection with the Ranikhet Hill Depot iutercompany crosscountry
run. Out of seven unit teams the company, with a splendid perfor
mance obtained first place, getting the team within the first sixteen men
of the whole Depot. The conditions were that eight out of a team of
twelve should count and the course was about four and a half miles in
length with plenty of " stiff going." Our team was as follows:—
Cpls. Bell and Hudson, L/Cpls>. Sovico, Wilkinson and Ptes. E.
Farbrace, Fox, Crowhurst, Hollands, Cornwell, J. Barnes, Burt and L
Dale and they all deserve congratulations. More so, Pte. Dale, our
first man home, Cpl. Bell, the trainer and to Pte. Marsh of "D" Coy.
we offer our congratulations for being the first men out of the whole
Depot, the order of finishing being:—1st, Marsh, "D" Coy.; 2nd,
Dale, "A" Coy.; 3rd, Cpl. Bell, "A" Coy.; 4th, Cpl. Hudson, "A"
Coy.
We have played a couple of friendly football matches since our
return, one being against "A" Company of the Dorsets which resulted
in a draw of 22. Crust found the net on both occasions. In our
next game our opponents were the detachment of'Dorsets and we fared
slightly better this time by registering a win of 21. This time Curtis
performed with a double.
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For this month I have no more news to relate with the exception
that we are due to return to the Plains within a few days, but I shall
leave the description of our downward move for next month's issue,
otherwise these lines will be too late for insertion.
Known by no other, I suppose these notes would not be considered
complete uniess they were finished off with the usual pen name o f :
" QUARTERGUARD.

"B" Company.
We deeply regret to announce the death of Sgt. C. Dennis, of our
Company, whilst attached to the Auxiliary Force as StaffSergeant
Instructor and our greatest sympathy goes out to his widow. It was
quite as a shock to us to lose such a popular N.C.O. All ranks will
remember him as being very cheerful and willing and he will be a great
loss to the Battalion.
2/Lieut. T. R. Hughes has joined the Company and will be a great
asset to our Hockey and Cricket Teams. We stand a good chance this
year of being at the top, although perhaps soon we will be losing such
stalwarts as Barnes (Hockey, Cricket and Football) and Isted (Hockey
and Cricket). Flisher has gone to U.K. (Football and Hockey).
L/Cpl. Ingram will be greatly missed at Football if he is lucky enough
to get on the Home Establishment.
Games have been in full swing lately. It is quite a job to
get enough gear to fix them up when four or five teams play every
night, but we manage to carry on alright. Now all the Companies are
down from Ranikhet there will be more matches and there will be some
very close when the Harris Shield Matches come along. We ought
to do very well in Cricket, Football and Hockey.
Nos. .6 and 8 have finished Platoon Training and Nos. 5 and 7
commence shortly in readiness for our trip to Delhi where we have a
rather long holiday doing Company, Battalion and Divisional Train
ing for about six weeks, arriving back on the 20th of December, just
in time for Christmas.
The following go home very shortly to U.K.Cpl. Richardson.
Pte. Hull and Pte. Robbins for Discharge ; Cpl. Richardson's shooting
abilities will be a loss to the Company and Pte. Hull has done very well
in the Company Hockey Team and Reserve Football Team.
The following are due for the Home Establishment this Trooping
Season Cpl. Wyles, L/Cpls.. Crouch, Ingram and Patterson and Pte.
Phelan. I hope they will do as well in the 2nd Battalion as they have
done in "B" Company and wish them the best of luck. L/Cpl. Ingram
will, no doubt, find a place in the 2nd Battalion Football Team,
although he is getting on a bit now, but isstill a crack shot with his left
Herewith Platoon Notes.:—
We must apologise for taking so much space, but our jolly old
pontoon were rather cut up with last month's little issue.
L/Cpl. Ingram has once again returned to the fold after travelling
with the Battalion Football Team which done some splendid perfor
mances in the Durand Tournament. More news about this
Tournament will be found on other pages.
There is not much, sport about which to write in dear old "5", but
we have heaps of " Danker " matches with the various platoons and
our old friends, the R.A. and the Hospital Orderlies.
Quite a shock was given to us with the news of our old Platoon
Sergeant's death jn Calcutta. We wish to tender our deepest
sympathy to Mrs. Dennis and children.
Our Platoon cricketer, Hobbs, is a busy chap these days and is in
great demand for his services as a batsman and run getter. Is it that
our platoon has a professional like his namesake ?
Well, no more at present except a few

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Does beer make a man drunk, or is the action of the gasses ? Ask
the Punkah Queen ?
Who is the C.S.M.'s understudy and was he congratulated by the
former and told that he is the best Orderly Sergeant in the Company ?
When is Freddie getting married ? Ask Frankie.

No. 6 PLATOON.

SHOES.

Since our last effort we have had no exciting games of Football,
but the " Dankers " have been putting up some good performances,
I expect some of them are getting ready for professional football in
England, such as Ding Dong (1938).
There is no news regarding Cricket and Hockey this month as the
main attraction is Football, (now that it is much cooler, 90°), although
we have some representatives in the Company Teams for Hockey and
Cricket and these have played some excellent games.
The Battalion Football Team has returned from Simla after a fairly
successful torn:. Pte. A. Morris of our Platoon was mentioned in the
papers for his good work in the team.
We have just completed a week's Platoon Training which I think
'everybody enjoyed, and I think that we proved a success.
(That's strange), and I wonder if we are looking forward to manoeuvres
at Delhi. It is rumoured that they will be very hard, but that is
nothing for a sturdy set of fellows that are in No. 6 Platoon, such as
our old Joe.

We ate sorry to have had to say goodbye to two of our Platoon,
Ptes. Flisherand Cooper, who have left us for U.K. and" Ciwie Street.
We all wish them a good journey and hope they wilt be successful in
their new sphere of life.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
When is Butch getting rid of the gout and also the skin of sausages;
is it a pedigree ? A voice from the open door; or was it the open
door ? Ask Durzey.
Is Joe Gym. Orderly or Gym. Instructor and when is he going to
put his swords up ?
When is Crutch going to get some more Cherry Blossom ?
W.H.A.

No. 7 PLATOON.

Since our last notes were published! news has been coming in like
an Indian Monsoon.
Our Platoon Sergeant (Sgt. Hodges) has left us for U.K. owing to
his wife being invalided home. We all wish her a speedy recovery
and that Ginger will have better luck in Blighty.
With regard to Sport we have been having our share. We played
"C Company and after a very good game, lost to them 43.
We are very sorry to lose Pte. Biscoe who has left us to join the
Civilian Army and we wish him the very best of luck.
Pte. L. Home, our Battalion and Platoon goalkeeper, has arrived
back from Simla looking quite fit and by all accounts he had a ripping
good time. " Well done, Leslie."
C.E.H.

No. 8 PLATOON.

We have not got much to say for ourselves this month as most of
our fellows have been away from the Company.
Pte. Foreman has just returned from Simla where he has been
nifing the air with the Battalion Football Team. Cpl. Cook is on leave
and we all hope that he is enjoying himself.
Sgt. Goss went to Pachmari on a course of Small Arms Training,
but had to leave there to go to Khanspur to visit his wife who is ill.
We all hope that she has a speedy recovery.
Some of the staff wallahs have come back to duty this month,
owing to Platoon training which I will dealwith next month.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who was the man of No. 8 who, when asked by the Orderly Officer
what his orders were, said : " Allow no one to enter the safes " and did
he mean " Cells " ?

HEARD ON A LECTURE :
Instructor: " What is the opposite to attack? "
Pupil: " Defeat, Corporal."

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" Aldershot Command News."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Lion and The Rose."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Gunner."
" The Suffolk Regimental Gazette."
" The Die Hards.
" On The March."
" The Bugle."
" The Snapper."
" Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" British Legion Journal."
" The Sapper."
" Royal Army Service Corps Journal."
" The London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" The Chronicle of the Duke of York's R. Military
School."
" Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Company."
" The Black Diamond."
" The Oak Tree."
" The Red Hackle."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
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The 2nd Battalion.
EDITORIAL.
CHRISTMAS, the season
of surfeit, is upon
.us again. May we without
delay convey to all our
scattered readers in all
parts of the world our
sincere hopes that the
 holiday and the New Year
that follows will find all
Buffs out wherever they
be, fill them with good
cheer and speed them on
their way with fresh vigour
for their several tasks.
In particular our thoughts
go out to our comrades in
the 1st Battalion, and wish they were with us
to celebrate the season : to our ' outposts ' in
Africa, which we have not forgotten to
remember, and to all the Past, wherever they
may be serving now, be it on the Bench or
Bar, or on a bench behind the Bar.
The past year has been a good one for us
and one of great progress. Whereas in 1927
the Battalion was a newcomer to Aldershot,
it has now found its feet.
It has done very well in sport, especially
crosscountry running : in shooting competi
tions, and on training.
We have received new Colours and claimed
our ancient privilege of marching through the
City with drums beating, colours flying and
bayonets fixed.
In fact the year has been one of great
interest and enthusiasm and one might venture
to say that, as far as the Battalion is
concerned, Buff has seldom, if ever, been spelt
with such a big " B " before.

NOTES OF THE MONTH.
The chief event of the month has been
the wedding of our adjutant, Capt. Foster
Hall. This was a brilliant function in every
respect and we are sure that if the success of
the ceremony and reception are any guide to
future events, Capt. and Mrs. Foster Hall are
assured of a very happy and prosperous
married life.

We were very pleased to see our golfers return with
so many trophies and offer our congratulations to Lieut.
. Colonel Crookenden, Lt. King an d2/Lt. Reeves on their
successes. The Present has shewn the Past how to
rlri it.

The Battalion has spent a week of the last month
on its annual digging task and has now started
individual training.
We note toat the 1st Battalion are very pleased
about their football, but so are we. In the Aldershot
Command Leagues we are doing well and in the Army
Cup we got through the first round by beating the
R. Corps of Signals 5—2 and the second round by
defeating the Royal Engineers 4—1. Enthusiasm is
running very high and there are great hopes for the
future. These games are described elsewhere in this
issue.
We were very pleased to see Capt. Witts of the 4th
Battalion who completed a fortnight's attachment to
us. We hope he did not find his time too hectic and
that he will pay us another visit soon.
The Battalion attended the Armistice Day Service
in Marlborough River Church on November 11th, and
the Band played at the Farnborough British Legion
Service.
MajorGeneral Cubitt has taken over command
of the 2nd Division and Brigadier PittTaylor
relinquishes his command of the 5th Infantry Brigade
on Jauuary 1st. We hope to welcome our new
commander soon on parade.
V.L.B.
Football.
We started the season as well as we usually do,
opening with a couple of Senior League wins before
sustaining our first defeat from our near neighbours
and friends, the 1st Battalion D.C.L.I. But for the
present, League matches are of only secondary
importance, the Army Cup providing us with the real
thrill. We have so far got through two rounds, a thing
we have not done, some say, for over thirty years.
Perhaps this bodes well for the future, and we all wish
the team the same good luck in the next few rounds.
We have got a very sound and enthusiastic team under
the inspiring leadership of ' Tut' Marsden, and owe
much of the team's success to his enthusiasm and
clever play.
Lieut. P. Dare is still as keen as ever and is training
the side with his usual success. He has realised that
the team being on the small side, our only hope is to
get on to the ball quickly and then pass out with long
passes. Several spectators have remarked on the
quickness of our forwards on to the ball, and as
they are all untiring in their efforts, they ought to go
even further into the competition.
. The Junior League are also doing well, having lost
only one match (with only ten men) so we have some
quite promising reserves.
FIRST ROUND ARMY CUP

V.

"A" CORPS SIGNALS.

This game was played on our own ground in pouring
rain. We won the toss and they started off with the
wind and rain in their faces. For the first ten minutes
we looked as if we might score at any minute, but the
wind made the ball very hard to control. After a time
the Signals began to get more of the ball and from one
of their raids our goalkeeper was at fault with a long
shot, which he only partially saved, and the ball was
rushedlinto the net. This seemed to waken the side
upland Cpl. Lee scored a fine goal, after very smart
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work with the wing and centre forward. Cpl. Coade,
on the right wing, was playing a wonderful game and
only some really brilliant goalkeeping kept us out.
At the other end, however, their forwards shot
on every possible opportunity and we were extremely
lucky to see one or two shots go just wide. However,
they scored two more before half time, our goalkeeper
again being at fault, but it must be admitted their
halves were playing a very fine game, giving their
forwards plenty of chances.
With the wind and rain in our faces, and 1—3
against us, the position did not look too bright,
especially when they started off in very smart fashion.
Our goalkeeper by now had settled down, and saved
the side on two occasions.
Our forwards suddenly woke up and Cpl. Coade and
Cpl. Lee between them scored the second goal. It was
evident Cpl. Marsden had seen the weakness in their
backs, because he kept sending out lovely ground
passes to the wing men, who had the backs completely
beaten time after time. Only some really bright
goalkeeping kept us out. After a time it was evident
that we were bound to score soon. Their forwards
were completely held by our halves and it was not
surprising when Cpl. Cunningham scored a good goal
from one of Cpl. Marsden's lovely ground passes.
The excitement increased.
A few minutes afterwards Cpl. Coade got clean away
and from his centre Cpl. Cunningham gave us the lead
for the first time in the match. Everybody was
playing up well and gave the Signals no time to settle
on the ball. Their forwards were greatly handicapped
by a large muddy patch in front of goal, and they
could not stand up at the critical moment.
A few minutes from time Cpl. Cunningham went
clean through on his own, thus completing his hat
trick. Thus ended a remarkable game, in which great
credit must be given to the team for winning 5—3,
after being 1—3 at halftime.
It would be utifair to pick out any special names
for praise, as all played well above form.

away on leave. The Battalion commences a series of
weekly runs on 13th November and finishes
at
Christmas, when a new programme will be arranged.
The chief object of these runs is to get a team of thirty
for the Group run oh December 4th. This is our first
important run; we may not be quite so fit as some of
the other units in our group, as it is rather early in the
season for us. But should any but the D.C.L.I. beat
us, I am sure we shall turn the tables on them before
the end of the season.
The Platoon Shield will be competed for early in
J anuary, and the InterCompany Competition about
the third week of the same month, in order that the
best Company Team can be trained for the Command
Company Competition which takes place on 5th
February next.
Of last year's team we have Pte. Walton, 2/Lt.
R. F. Parry, Pte. Lewis, L/Cpl. Spence, Ptes. Divers,
Frost, Pooley, Stevens and Burgess, Cpl. Handscomb,
Pte. Nolan, L/Cpl. Braidwood, Ptes. Toms, Bard and
Knight. Our new additions, which I think will prove
valuable before the season is finished, are Ptes. Hurley,
R. Wilson, T. Frankham, Fox and Bell. Others who
will be useful are Ptes. Jeffery, Rowe, Stead, L/Cpls.
Norris and George, Ptes. Bone, Clarke and Smith,
Cpl. Kerry, Ptes. Baker (H.Q.), Burgham and Wales.
If all the above attend the regular training runs and
take an interest in the work, I am sure we shall not be
lacking in talent by the time that the Command run
comes along. All must remember that there is heaps
of room for improvement, then they will do well.
At the end of the last season I predicted us being
in the first three in the Army this year. This depends
on how our team is left. If our good men are taken
away it is hopeless.
I hope to give a good account of our Group run
next month.
, .„
A.V.O.
Rugby Football.
FIRST ROUND ARMY CUP.

Cross Country Running.
The cross country running season of 192829 is now
getting into full swing. Our Battalion team has
cbmmenced light training,and already shows promise
of renewing our successes of last season. It is hoped
that it may even improve upon them. This must
depend entirely on how we are able to keep the team
together, as we have already lost several good men
from last year's team. Being present at many
meetings in the Command and viewing various teams,
the writer finds that this is not the case with other
units; all of their old faces are present. Before
recording our activities of this season, perhaps it would
be as well to review our work of last year.
As many readers will no doubt remember, in the
Group Rim in December, 1927, we were next to last;
in the Command Company Competition "C" Company s
tea.ni

was

eighth \ in

the

Command. ^InterUnit

Competition the Battalion was fourth, being beaten
by onlv 23 points for the third place by the East
Yorks." The Army Championship found us fifth in
the Army, when we had the satisfaction of beating the
East Yorks by a margin of 126 points.
Beside these runs the Battalion carried out a series
of runs for all, which greatly improved the allround
standard of cross country running throughout the
Battalion. This year, the Battalion team commenced
light training in October, when, of course, many were

Buffs, 4 penalty goals (12 points); R.A.S.C.
Training College, 2 penalty goals (6 points).
The score gives a good idea of the game, as the
goals scored were from only a few of the very numerous
penalties given. The play was rather scrappy and
handling in the scrum and being offside caused a large
number of penalty kicks, from which if anything, our
opponents suffered more than we did.
The game started with an early score to the
R.A.S.C., but at half time the Buffs led by 9 points to
3, after having experienced a very uncomfortable ten.
minutes or so, during which the R.A.S.C. all but scored.
They were twice, in fact, pushed over the corner flag.
After half time the Buffs took more hold. For the
last twentyfive minutes they pressed hard and should
have scored on at least two occasions. All our goals
were kicked by 2/Lt. Reeves and were by no means
all from easy positions.
Several other matches have been played, but in
none of these have we been able to raise a strong side
owing to the numbers on leave.
We have played the K.O.Y.L.I., Nos. 1 and 4 Coys,
of the R.M.C. and the D.C.L.I. in various practice
games and it is hoped to include in our next number .
an account of the first
round of the Aldershot
Command Cup.
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Sergeants' Mess.
During the month we have had one or two changes
in our membership, mainly on account of Permanent
Staff Instructors of the Territorial Forces becoming
Tour expired. The changes are :—
DEPARTURES.—Sergeant Trice to Regimental Depot
for a Tour of Duty; Sergeant Field to School of
Signals to undergo refresher course; R.Q.M.S. Cook
and family to Army Vocational Training Centre,
Chiseldon, to undergo a course of Overseas settlement;
Sergeant Marsh to 4th Battalion, The Buffs, as P.S.
Instructor in place of Sgt. Buxton, who is shortly
rejoining; Sergeant Amos, discharge to pension.
ARRIVALS.—Sergeant Dennis, from 4th Battalion
The Buffs, whose place has been filled by Sergeant
Sidwell; Sergeant Carvell, from City of London
Regiment, whose place has been filled by Sergeant
Hodges.
We hope that Field may come back with the best
of reports in the " FlagWagging " line ; then we can
say " He knows some stuff."
In all probability we shall never see R.Q.M.S. Cook
and his family again, unless they manage to slip up this
way for a few days on leave, prior to departure for
Canada. In any event, we sincerely hope that they
will get on as well as they deserve to, and that when
" Badger " has made his pile out yonder, he will some
times think of the old mess, of which he has been a
member for a considerable number of years.
Sergeant Amos was presented with a beautiful
clock on the eve of his. leaving the service, but we have
not. said goodbye to.v him, as he has obtained
employment with the Air Force Police at Farnbprough,
and his employment is only about a quarter of an
hour's walk away from these barracks.
Our congratulations to Wade on his promotion to
full sergeant, and to McNulty and Nash on their
appointment to LanceSergeant. We welcome the
new members and hope that their stay may be nothing
but enjoyment. Apropos of promotions, we also
congratulate John Kelsey on his rise, and hope that
these few words may be read by him during some of
the lonely hours he has with the Royal West African
Frontier Force, where we hear he is doing well.
We also welcome to the Mess Bandmaster Leach
of the 1st Battalion, who has, unfortunately, been
invalided home. At the time of writing these notes
he is on leave and will remain so until the New Year.
It is hoped that he will come to us absolutely fit again
and ready for anything.
Entertainments have not been too free during this
last period, but we have managed to fit in a couple
of Whist Drives and Dances, the first of which was
held on 30th October and the second on 13th
November. They were both well attended and the
usual enjoyable programme was carried out. It is
noteworthy that in the former, L/Sgt. McNulty ' carted'
the first prize. This was the first one of these functions
he had attended on his appointment to L/Sergeant.
The Command Sergeants' Billiard League has
commenced and our team sustained a defeat in their
first match versus 2nd Norfolks on our own table by
35 points. A very narrow margin, which next time
may be turned the other way round. We hope so.
On the 14th November our Adjutant was married
at All Souls' Church, to Miss Margaret Ellis, the
majority of our members attending this function.
The Adjutant is now on leave, but we one and all wish
him every happiness and success whilst running in
double harness.
ORCWAL.

During the last month education has claimed a great
deal of time and consequently I am rather behind
with my notes. It is possible that I have missed
several items of interest that have taken place in the
Company, but what I have " lost on the roundabouts,
I have gained on the swings " as the saying goes.
I was talking to Spice, our storeman (who is
" punching up " for his 2nd Class Certificate, the other
day, and during the course of our conversation the
question of English Grammar arose. Spice was rather
proud of his abilities on this subject. In fact he told
me he was quite good.
That was Thursday morning. The same day ^ at
tea time our storeman called for silence in the Dining
Hall. We all honoured him by keeping quiet and toe
following is the short, grammatical speech which he
delivered unto us :—
" Those people whats got washing round the stores,
go round and git it."
Self praise is no recommendation " Wag," but still
we wish you success in your examination on toe 30th
November and also toe others of our Company who
sit on that date.
An examination for 3rd Class Certificates was held
on the 12th November at which Ptes. Cropton,
Bartholomew, Pettitt and Pullman sat. We all hope
they were successful in obtaining the necessary
percentage of marks to pass. If they did they have
something to he proud of, because they will have
altered our percentage of uncertificated men, which at
present is higher than any other Company in toe
Battalion, a fact of which we are far from being proud.
Congratulations to L/Sgt. Nash on his appointment.
During toe month our CompanySergeantMajor,
C.S.M. MacWalter, had the honour of being selected
to attend toe unveiling of a Memorial in France, a fact
of which we were very proud as he was the only Buff
who went to the ceremony.
Our Battalion SubEditor has offered the prize of
a year's free Dragons for the best story submitted to
him for the Christmas number, but up to now only one
person in our Company has made an attempt at it.
His name I will not divulge, in case he does not win toe
prize. This, I think, should encourage our young
wouldbe story writers to try their hand, but they are
not very quick in coming forward.
By *hi> time next month the second leave party
will be away enjoying themselves and those that have.
to remain in Barracks during the holiday will be
looking forward to a good time. This they are certain
of, for The Buffs never do things by halves.
As these will be the last notes before Christmas,
we'all join in wishing all Buffs, Past and Present, a very
merry and happy Christmas.
TRY THIS ONE.

Problem.—A man went to market and bought one
or more of each of the following animals at toe prices
stated: cows, £5 each; sheep, £1 each; rabbits,
1/ each. He spent exactly £100 and bought 100
animals. How many of each did he buy ?
(See next month's notes for solution).
Corporals' Mess.
Since my contribution last montli, Cpl. Parrett has been doing his
best to get us sone Football fixtures, with varying success, as you will
uuderstand before you have finished reading these notes.
On October 19th we played a return match against the D.C.L.I.
Corporals, on their ground. This proved to be a v^ry S°°d same
indeed, with but one disappointment, which was the fact that out of
about 70 Corporals clear of duty, there were less than ten who turned
out to see the match. Every member of the Mess knows quite well
that our team is really wellworth watching and I hope that in future
there will be a much greater number of spectators to cheer the team on.

404

THE DRAGON

During the whole of the game, our forwards were pressing hard and
in the first half were leading by 4 goals to nil. Soon after the halftime
interval, rain commenced to fall and continued to do so until the end
of the game, making play more difficult. At the close of play the
score stood in our favour to the tune of 63. I will not
attempt to throw out any bouquets to individuals, but will say that the
whole of the team put up a splendid show. The team was as follows :—
Sanders, Goatley, Robbins, Norris, Harper, Cunningham, Viney, Coade,
Marsden (Capt.), Lee and Watts. The goalscorers were :—Marsden, 2 ;
Viney, 2 ; Watts, 1 ; Harper, 1.

On behalf of the Corporals, I offer to Cpl. Towerzey and his
Committee, and other helpers, our hearty thanks and congratulations
on producing a rattling good show, which I am sure was thoroughly
enjoyed by everyone present:

A match was played by the Battalion Team against "A" Group
Royal Corps of Signals on 26th October, in the 1st Round of the Army
Cup, when the Battalion won by 5 goals to 3. Goals :—Cunningham,
3; Lee, 2. This is where the Corporals feel the rub. In the Battalion
team that turned out and beat R.C. of S. that day there were eight
members of the Corporals' Mess—very gratifying indeed, but since
then we have not been allowed to take any of the 1st and 2nd Team
players or reserves. This means that when we challenge another Mess,
we do so, knowing that we cannot have eighteen of our best men !!

Before closing I have a message for All Buffs, Past and Present:
The Corporals of the 2nd Battalion wish you, one and all, a very enjoy
able Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.

Not in the least daunted, Cpl. Parrett went out boldly and
challenged the Corporals of The Norfolk Regiment and this game was
played on 7th November. Our team on this occasion (Pitch, Clinker,
C. Foad, Johnson, Reynolds, Hill (M.G.), Hobson, Tracey, Hands
comb, Gowen and Gowers) showed us that in spite of our heavy
handicap, we can still find more footballers in the Mess. After a hard
tussle, we won this match by the odd goal in three. It has been
suggested that, as soon as we are able to put out our strongest team, we
challenge the whole world. This is, you will fully understand, slightly
exaggerated, but the challenge is open to any team in the Battalion,
to be picked from any ranks, all ranks, any company, or all companies.
Cpl. Parrett will be pleased to subscribe our name to any fixture cards.
Let us hope we do not lose !

By jove, how time flies ! Christmas almost upon
us and we hardly know it. Soon we shall be preparing
for the general " bust up " which always takes place
at this time of the year.

In last month's notes I made mention of certain L/Cpls. who were
living in hopes of a sea voyage; we are glad to say that Braidwood
and Norris have " dodged the column," and trust that by this time the
other two will be thinking of settling down in their new home.
There have been a few other departures from the Mess, namely,
Cpls. McNulty and Nash on appointment of LanceSergeant; Cpl.
Pack and L/Cpl. Crouch on discharge. We wish them all the best of
luck, whether it be in the Sergeants' Mess or in civilian life.
While on the question of Promotions and Appointments, there are
others to be mentioned and congratulated :—L/Cpl. H. Wilson to Cpl.;
L/Cpls. Banks and Toms put on the Paid Roll, also A. Hills and
Cannon. We can also boast several additions to the Mess:—George,
McLennan, and Charlton being appointed U/P. LunceCorporais.
Surely this trio is a great asset, two of them being in the Band and one
in the Cookhouse. I might mention that our other representative
in the Cookhouse (L/Cpl. Clark) is now on a Vocational Course and
therefore Charlton has " saved our bacon " in that direction. He is,
naturally, appointed Bacon Boiler to the Mess. (Social Functions).
Cpl. Towerzey, who is the President of our Indoor Committee,
promised me last month that I should be able to record this month
either a Dance, _ Whist Drive or Smoker. At very short notice, he
produced last night (9th November), an excellent Smoking Concert,
to which the Officers and Sergeants were invited, and furthermore,
received in good numbers. We were very pleased to see our Command
ing Officer present, together with Major Jackson and several other
officers. The Sergeants did well in their efforts to cause an overflow
meeting, although they were not quite successful. The Reading Room,
in which the function was held, was full, not nearly, but quite, there
being between 90 and 100 present. The programme, which was
produced by,the Committee, with the help of Sgt. Diamond (for which
we are rqpgh .obliged) proved highly interesting, not to mention amusing.
Unfortunately, owing to lack of space, I am nor permitted to describe
in detail every item on the programme, but would like to mention how
much Pte. Walton's songs, " Oldfashioned town," and" Barley Mow,"
were appreciated, also the humorous turns of the inimitable Lachrie,
who, in one turn, was assisted by our Billie (pronounced " Monty"
in the female vocabulary), and a decidedly interesting car—O.K.99.
Other items were contributed by various members of both the
Sergeants' and Corporals' Messes, Cpl. Vine causing much merriment,
and, I am given to understand, discomfort to those who work on the
morning after the night before. Speeches were made by the Acting
President, Cpl. Towerzey, for the Corporals, Lieut.Col." Crookenden
for the Officers and R.S.M. Vaughan for the Sergeants. During his
talk to the assembled throng, Cpl. Towerzey (with assistance)
introduced to the uninitiated, THE DIDO, which, unfortunately, has not
been receiving the respect and homage due to it, during the past few
years. The ceremony of salaaming caused much amusement and
I cannot help thinking that Cpl. Towerzey will have his time filled,
should he attempt to carry out his promise that the DIDO shall receive
the homage due.
Lieut.Colonel Crookenden's short, but very interesting speech,
was received with much applause. R.S.M. Vaughan, in his reply, on
behalf of the Sergeants, made clear the fact that these functions could
be and would be carried on. This was greeted with loud prolonged
cheers.
After three hours of thorough enjoyment, the company joined
hands and sung the famous " Auld Lang Syne," followed by the " THE
KING," and then filed away, some to bed, others to another function
at the D.C.L.I.

I am now looking forward to Cpl; Towerzey arranging a Dance
and a Whist Drive, botli of which he has promised for this month,
in order to make copy for The Dragon, which is normally the cause of
much worry and anxiety for me, when I am reminded by our Sub
editor that the time is drawing near when Dragon correspondents are
to get busy and complete their notes.

ELDEVRE.

"A" Company.

Before I start to write about Christmas though,
I must say a few words about the events which have
taken place since the last edition of this journal.
Once again we have had our Company Commander
changed. This time Captain W. B. Griffiths has taken
Command and the whole Company join me in giving
him a hearty welcome.
The first leave party have returned and they were
all very much depressed on learning they had got to
work for their living. Work they had to, for the
Battalion's digging week commenced the first Monday
they were back.
However, they all pulled through very well, and
except for a few blisters are none the worse for their
strenuous week's work.
The Draft for the 1st Battalion has sailed and by
this time are quite used to the sea. Only one of our
Company who should have gone " dodged " it. This
was Pte. Morecroft, but it was through no fault of his
own, as he is still in hospital, having been admitted
whilst on leave. We all hope that he is rapidly
recovering and will soon be well enough to rejoin us.
Another of our notabilities has been admitted to
hospital this week. This is Pte. Dunkling, who is
suffering from a badly poisoned hand. We all wish
him luck and hope that his hand will soon heal.
Two 1st Battalion men have been posted to us,
Ptes. Hare and Pearce. The former has gone on leave
pending discharge and the latter is in Netley hospital.

M.G. Platoon.
As usual, notes will be short this month, but I can at least find an
excuse, a genuine one. For the past month the entire Company has
been on Annual Furlough, returning on the second instant. During
our absence we have had increases to the Company, details of which
were given in these columns last issue and they are to be taught how to
appreciate the name " Machine Gunner," commencing this week.
There is no reason why they should not attain to the high standard
demanded by our Company.
Since returning from leave we have completed our Annual" Digging
Week " and have had little time for the more pleasant occupations.
We have, however, found time to beat "H.Q." Wing at Football
(score 41) in a very fine game. Adding to this our defeats of "A"
and "B" Companies earlier this season, and in view of that fact that
our best team was not available it must be agreed that our chances
in the intercompany tournament are distinctly rosy.
The supply of ammunition in the belt having become exhausted,
the gun ceases to function, hoping for a better supply next month.
VICKKRS GUN
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" B " Company.
Hello, everybody, including " Old Sweats " and those conceited
enough to think themselves such.
Many glowing posters announcing the prospects of seeing the world
at the expense of the country, have induced " severial " bright, brawny
boys to join this old establishment, but at present they are doing their
" utterest " to reduce the weight of the selfsame planet. No doubt
you think that all the above palaver refers to the excavation duties
at the Arena and other wellknown cities—you are quite right, but, to
quote the old tag—" miff said."
Our numbers have been greatly increased during the past week or
so. due to members returning from leave.
We are switching over to Mars now for a confidential chat, so
Cheerio !
H.E.R.S.

"C" Company.
As our Subeditor remarked in The Dragon last month, almost
before we have had time to look over the past year's training, we
commence yet another.
Those N.C.O.'s and men of the Company who proceeded on furlough
have returned from their wellearned rest and are spending the first
week at duty on digging parties. This week's digging lakes away
almost every man, so during this period little has been done except
work.
The Company commences Individual Training 011 Monday, 12th
November, finishing
on 8th December. This is the start of our
new year of training and we hope that the coming year will prove as
successful as the past one ; there is room for a great deal of improve
ment in many ways. It is hoped that all will have made the most of
the instruction they will have received by the time that these notes
appear in print and then, having received good instruction, they will
continue to practice on their own, for it is continual practice that
counts. On completion of Individual Training, there will be a good
number of N.C.O.'s and men to go 011 leave. These N.C.O.'s have been
kept back to attend various courses, and the men to fire their annual
course as casuals. The result of the firing was not all that could be
desired, although there was improvement toward the end of the course.
An outstanding feature of the Individual Training will be the increased
activitv in the education department. Every effort is being made to
make uncertificated men an unknown thing in the Battalion. Now,
there are ten of you in the Champion Company ; this should not be so.
With the extra Instruction you are receiving and are about to receive
a better result has to be obtained. Work at it in your spare time and
get your N.C.O.'s to help you. Whilst on the subject of Education,
we must congratulate L/Sgt. McNulty and Cpl. Riley 011 passing two
subjects towards their hirst Class Certificates ; they are attending
school for the other two, which we hope they will pass in March next.
My next item will be a tender one for some of the Company ! It
refers"to the sale, or rather lack of sale, of The Dragon. We have never
held a high position where tlus subject is concerned ; whether the
C.p.M.C. is a bad salesman, or we, in general, are bad buyers, I do not
know. Anyway, all real Buffs buy a Dragon each month, they do not
wait until THE" BUFF buys one and then read it for him during the
time that lie is away 011 duty. 1 hope that these notes get the large
print again this month.
By the time that the December number is published, the Champion
Compauv will have been adjudged the Best Shooting Company for the
vear, 1928 ; this is oti the result of the annual course. Next year,
we hope to reach an even higher standard. Shooting can be a very
profitable proposition, as lias been proved by many N.C.O.'s and men
of the Company. Ask them about their winnings last year. Are you
going to win some during the coming year ?
Courses away from the Battalion are shortly to claim a number
of our Officers, N.C.O.'s and Men. 2/Lieut. H. P. Williams is attend
ing a course under the arrangements of the Battalion Signalling Officer,
prior to attending a course at the School of Signalling at Cattcrick.
Lieut. P. T. G. LyndenBell will soon be leaving the Battalion Weapon
Training Cadre to attend a course 011 Chemical Warfare at Winter
bourne Gunner. Sgt. Wade is at the School of Education, Shorncliffe
until 20tli December and we hope to wash out the " Uncertificated "
soon after his return. Pte. Taylor has proceeded to the R.A.S.C.
College to attend a Cooks' Course. He will be a useful man. Ptes.
Surridge, Beaumont and Puunett have gone to make friends with the
horses of the 4th Field Battery—we hope they will treat them kindly
for the sake of another six men who have to attend a transport course
there 011 1st January next. I./Cpl. Terry commenced a preliminary
course at the A.S.P.T. 011 12th November, passing 011 to the long course
if successful 011 the preliminary. We iiope that lie does well, as the
Company is now short of P.T. Instructors, having sent ours to the
Depot. Sgt. Ross has left us and gone to Willesden for posting to the
9th Battalion Middlesex Regiment, T.A., as a permanent staff
instructor, but we hope he will keep in touch with the Regiment. Pte.
Gardner has completed his course at the A.V.T. Centre, and has been
granted a month's working leave and if successful, lie will apply for
early discharge. Pte. Gardner did 11s well during his stay with the
Company. He is bound to succeed in Civilian life. Ptes. Hurley and
Lewis are spending their time 111 Hospital at the moment; we hope
that they both soon get fit, as they are two strong links in our running
team.

Beneath Bell Harry.

S

U R E L Y it cannot be
this number in which
one fills a certain amount
of space by wishing every
one else a happy Christ
mas ! And yet by the
time the December notes
are in print, it will be the
January of another year,
and it would never do to
bestow one's Christmas
greetings as late as that.
That would not be the
sort of way to go 011 at
all, as ' Captain Bayonet'
would say in Punch.
However, at the risk
of appearing premature
and although we do not,
ourselves, feel particularly
Christmassy at the moment, we will wish now everyone
a very happy Christmas : at any rate we ought to hit
the 1st Battalion round about the right date.
Events at the Depot have been rather few and far
between. On Armistice Day there was a military
service in the Cathedral, attended by the Depot and
Continued on page 406.
2 n d B a t t a l i o n — Continued.
Our congratulations are due to the following on Promotion :—
Sgt. Burville to C.Q.M.S., L/Sgt. Wade to Sergeant and Cpl. McNulty to
L/Sergeant.
At Football we have played several friendly games and the result
lias been good, but the old fault begins to appear; that is, of being
too good. When N.C.O.'s and men are selected to play for tlicir
company they should bear in mind the team spirit and forget the
individual. They should always credit the fellow 011 the other side
witli as much knowledge of the game, even if he does not happen to be
a regimental player.
We congratulate the Battalion Team on appearing in the Second
Round of the Army Cup ; we hope they go on. We were extremely
pleased to see the team win, especially as we were represented by no
fewer than five players, i.e., Cpl. Coade, I,/Cpls. Spence and Lee, Ptes.
Garratt and Rhodes.
Our Company Matches (all friendlies) were :—
Against "A" Company : a win for us by 2 goals to 1.
Against "H.Q." Wing. This was against the full Wing. We lost
32. I11 this match we were unfortunate to lose one mail of the team
three minutes after halftime, as Pte. I've had to leave the field owing
to a damaged knee. In a return match, the following day, we were
successful, winning by 4 goals to 3. This was a good match,
botli teams being stronger than on the previous day. Our team
consisted of :—Rhodes, goal ; Hobson and Church, backs ; Norris,
Spenee and Fox, halfbacks ; Coade, Burgess, Lee, Garratt and Nye,
forwards.
At Rugby, the Battalion has done well to get through the First
Round of the Army Cup. Ill this game we were represented by Lieut.
Nicholson and Pte. Young—hardly our share. Lieut. LyndenBell
and Pte. Milne were reserves. Cpls. Riley and Norris have played at
times.
Boxing is taking up the spare time of a few members of the
Company, but only a few. This should not be so, for I am sure that
excellent instruction is available at the Gym. L/Cpl. Real puts
in many hours of hard training and would be fully satisfied if only he
had a gym. full of those eager to learn. All should remember that
they go to the gvni. to learn, so it is not necessary to be experienced
before attending. L/Cpl. I,ec, Ptes. Griggs, Ranee, O'Connor, and
Brigstock are amongst our regular attendants at this place of sport.
Crosscountry running is beginning to get into swing and most
members of the company team are in training and it looks as if we
shall have a good team. The Battalion runs will be over by the lime
these notes appear. I hope to find most members of the Company in
"A.l " Group : Heaven help those in "C.3."
A.V.O.

406

THE DRAGON

a detachment of the Guards. The service was most
impressive and the Cathedral was overflowing, with the
result that thousands who were unable to gain
admission were left standing in the Precincts—equally
impressive from the spectacular point of view. Major
General Sir Arthur LyndenBell came all the way
from near Sevenoaks to attend the service and we were
delighted at being able to entertain him to lunch
afterwards.
At the end of last month we had a Regimental
Guest night, when we invited. the 4th Battalion to
dinner. Colonel Burns and twelve officers were able to
come and we sincerely hope that they enjoyed
themselves as much as we did, both this year and as
their guests last year.
A few selected N.C.O.'s of the 4th Battalion and
Lieuts. Geering and Rose have recently undergone
a fortnight's course at the Depot. While still on the
subject of the 4th Battalion we should like to say how
much we enjoyed the prizegiving organised by Major
Dean and "B" Company, the 4th Battalion.
There will doubtless never be lack of sports news
at the Depot, but these usually receive a separate
heading, as in this number. We received rather a big
disappointment in our defeat by the Seaforth High
landers in the first round of the Army Hockey Cup,
but no one, either players or spectators, could have
wished for a better game, an account of which appears
below.
We are now concentrating on the training of
a recruits' boxing team for the Hardy Cup, with the
Queen's Own, which is taking place here early
in December.
There are four officers hunting this year—Major
Field, Capt. Wood and Lieuts. Airy and Boucher.
Capt. Wood will shortly be leaving us for the Staff
College and at present Lieut. Boucher is braving these
bitter winds on the Reach Field at Hythe, so he is
only able to get out on some Saturdays.
Fortunately, we have been able to ^acquire two
horses from the 17th/21st Lancers at Hounslow and it
is very good of them to allow us to keep them
in barracks.
One Wednesday, when the meet was at Brook,
is particularly worthy of mention and an exceptionally
good day resulted, although the fox was ultimately
lost.
E.A.A.
Hockey.
The Depot Hockey Team has quite settled down
into a " team " though Sgt. Burville, who has gone to
the 2nd Battalion on promotion, is a loss : good fast
backs are not always to be found.
Our next match to record from last month was our
defeating the Manchester Regiment, 10—2, at
Shorncliffe.
On October 20th we played Dover. We were up
against a very different proposition. They are an
extremely good side and W.O. Godfrey at back was
too much for our forwards. We got beaten 5—1, and
it did us a great deal of good as a " quickening up "
exercise.

We next played Wye College at Wye and were
beaten 7—5, after an excellent game. We were leading
them up till nearly the end, when their centre forward
elected to rim through three times in quick succession
on his own. This taught us that backs must never
play square to each other.
Our next match was against R.M., Deal. _ We were
too good for them and won, 5—1, and if it had not
been for one of their backs, who played a wonderful
game, we should have won even more comfortably.
. Our next three matches, against R.A.F., Hawkinge,
The Lincoln's and Depot, The Queen's Own, had to be
cancelled for various reasons, but we heat the Shorn
cliffe Field Bde. R.A. by 5—1, after a game which was '
not a good example of scientific Hockey.
Up to this point we had played 9 matches, having
won 5, drawn 2 and lost 2. Goals for, 59 and against,

21.

We drew the 1/Seaforth Highlanders in the first
round of the Army Hockey Cup an d played them on
Friday, November 23rd, when the ground was like
a mud heap. They scored first, but we quickly got
3—1 in our favour. We changed over leading 5—3,
but our opponents were always liable to be dangerous.
They brought the score to 5—4 soon after we had
started the second half. We managed to get 7—5
up on them with about fifteen minutes to go. After
that fortune deserted us. We missed their goal by
inches and they did not miss ours. Although we were
still having slightly the better of things, time went
with the score 7—all. We played ten minutes extra
time and we were going well, but could not push the
ball through the sea of mud into their goal. They
rallied strongly and got the necessary goal. Result,
8—7 against us.
We were a hit disappointed, but we were beaten
after as good, hard and clean a game of Hockey as is
possible to imagine.
Uptodate we have always played the same team,
namely:—
Sgt. Rowe; Sgt. Gibson, Lt. E. A. Airy; Sgt.
Adams, Lt. T. N. Penlington, Cpl. King; R/L/Cpl.
King, Pte. Ashton, Capt. J. R. Willows, Sgt. Tutt,
and Capt. G. R. Howe.
We have now got enough sticks for two teams and
are going to try and popularise Hockey in the Depot.
T.N.P.
Football.
Since our last notes the following matches in the
Kent Amateur League (Eastern Section) have been
played:—
Oct. 27. v. Chislet Colliery.
Nov. 10. v. The Guards' Depot.
17. v. Birchington F.C.
24. v. Margate Amateurs.
The match with Chislet Colliery was, perhaps, the
best game the Depot have played this season. It was
a splendid game and quite worth the discomforture
of the bleak wind, to watch. Their ground was
considerably better than when we last played there.
Chislet scored pretty early in the game, from
a general scramble in front of goal. This seemed an
incentive to the Depot side for some really brilliant
soccer was seen. Time out of number Chislet's
custodian was brought into action and he certainly
was the means of saving the game for Chislet. The
latter's second goal was scored a few minutes from the
end of play.
Result: Chislet (II), 2; The Depot, 0.
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ARMISTICE SERVICE—Lieut. A. E. Airy and Escort.
In our match with the Guards we deserved a better
fate. It would seem rather odd from the score if I said
the better team lost ; but my opinion which, I am
sure, is the same as many others of the onlookers, is
that we should have won comfortably. For the first
ten minutes we tied the Guards to their penalty area
and managed to get the ball past MacLenau after
several futile attempts. When it is remembered that
their goalie has been " tried " for Kent it was no mean
effort 011 our part to get two shots past him. In fact
the game was very onesided for practically the whole
of the first half. The changeover perhaps made
a little difference, for the Guards played a better game
then, though in fairness, I must say not a better one
than we did, though they scored 4 goals. At halftime
the score stood 2 all. Good, in our goal, played a good
game. The failing light was something to contend
with, but Good made some fine clearances. Tutt
seemed " off " on this day, or we might have at least
drawn with the Guards.
Result : Guards (H), 6 ; The Depot, 2.
The vagaries of football are very similar to the
English weather. In our match with Birchington, the
Depot outplayed them in every aspect, yet only the
week previously Birchington licked Chislet Colliery
2—1 and the latter the week previous to that beat
The Depot 2—0. This would upset the students of
form !
Birchington have not a bad team, mind, but
we proved their superiors in this game. Our forward
line worked wonderfully well together and everybody
enjoyed the game.
Result: The Depot (H), 5 ; Birchington, 3.

[risk-Moon

Our last game, up to the time of going to press,
was with the Margate Amateurs. Remembering their
defeat at our hands in the first match of the season
(S—4), they brought over a much stronger eleven,
which was supposed to have included three players for
the County. Pavilion chatter did not affect our side,
which got to work very quickly and scored twice in
the first five minutes of play.
This was not a good game to watch. A strong,
oblique wind (almost a gale) was blowing the whole
time and the ball was continually going to touch.
Several good opportunities in front of goal were
thrown away. One particular occasion was when the
Amateurs' goalie was flat 011 the ground, ten yards
out; Ashton had only to touch the ball over the line
but instead, with a terrific drive, shot well over the
top. Luckily this was at a time when more goals did
not materially matter as we were well leading and
only a few more minutes to go.
Result : The Depot (H), 5 ; Margate, 0.
As au afterthought, I would like to mention that
when we played the Guards, Payne, our stonewall
left back, was in hospital. Cpl. King took up his
position and did well. Our team reorganised as it
was did excellent work, but it is only natural to state
that with Payne back and King centre half, we should
have probably saved three or four of the break
throughs of the Guards.
The regular Depot side now forms up as follows :—
L/Cpl. Good ; Sgt. Gibson, L/Sgt. Payne; L/Cpl.
McBride, Cpl. King, Cpl. Trinkwon ; Cpl. Salsbury,
Sgt. Tutt, Ret. Chandler, Pte. Ashton, L/Sgt. Bailey.
H.B.S.
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Heart}' congratulations to Sgt. Tutt on qualifying
Q.l at the Small Arms School, Hythe.
The following was the result of the Whist Drive
held on 23rd October
Ladies :
„
„
Gents. :

1st prize
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd

Mrs. Nash.
Mrs. Gutteridge.
Mrs. Keegan.
Mr. Beasley.
Mr. Martin.
Mrs. Corney.

The Sergeants' Mess Team selected for this year's
Eaton Cup Competition Shoot, held on 30th October,
just managed to retain the Cup by the narrow margin
of one point, having scored 254 as against the Officers'
Team's 253, which was followed up by the Trained
Men's "A" Team with 243, Corporals' Team with 253
and the Trained Men's "B" Team with 226.
The splendid gift from General the Rt. Hon. Sir
Arthur Paget, G.C.B., K.C.V.O., Colonel of the
Regiment, which we received when he inspected the
Depot last July, was also distributed in prizes and
added increased interest in the competition.
The following composed our team, the scores
(H.P.S. 80) being as stated :—
R.S.M. Potter ..
R.Q.M.S. Ings
S.I.M. Watson
Sgt.Cook Rowe
Sgt. Trice

Team Leader

60

62

64
68

C.S.M. Howard, assisted by Sgt. Tutt, has lately
been busy imparting instruction to a class of Officers
and N.C.O.'s from the 4th Battalion, who were attached
here for a fortnight's course.
A very fine Firework Display and Bonfire (with
three guys meeting their doom) was given on 5th
November, under the supervision of the R.S.M.,
assisted by Sgts. Watson and Gibson and several of
the trained men.
The kiddies from all around barracks had
apparently obtained news of the affair and needless to
say attended in full force, under cover of darkness.
And these, together with the recruits and married
families, made up a large audience which thoroughly
enjoyed the show.

4th Battalion.

T

HE Editor calls for Xmas
notes once more. Except
' for more wintry weather, and so
far, little enough of that, it is
difficult to make routine work
in the Battalion read more like
Xmas.
Our late
Quartermaster,
Major Keeler, was duly presented
by many of his old friends and
brother officers of the 4th Bn.
with a piece of plate and a
cheque in commensuration of
his long and valued services to
the Battalion. The presentation
took place at the Drill Hall,
Canterbury, on October 22nd
in the presence of Colonel
ICjr&nad »ej- J7<51J Mainwaring Dunstan, who made
the presentation, Col. Body, Col.
Burns, Col. Atkinson and several other past and present
officers of the Battalion.
Lt. Verlander was presented with a handsomely
engraved sword by the members of the Sergeants'
Mess at Canterbury on November 8th as a memento
for his past services to the mess of which he was the
originator or organiser in 1925. We trust he Svill
never have occasion to use it, even in angffir.
The attendance at our Battalion Tactical Exercise
at Canterbury on' the 28th October was very
satisfactory, 15 officers and 85 N.C.O.'s being present.
All the officers who attended the dinner at
the Depot Mess on the 27th October thoroughly
enjoyed their evening and once again would like to
express their thanks to Major Field and the officers of
the Depot for their kind hospitality.
The reunion dinner of the past members of the
old l/4th Battalion, which took place on the same
evening as the Depot Officers' dinner, was a marvellous
success, and I am sure those, like myself, who were
unable to attend, tender their heartiest congratulations
to the organisers of this reunion dinner and hope to be
present next year.
Beneath Bell Harry—Continued.
SPORT.

At the Whist Drive on 6th November the ladies'
prizes went to Mrs. Watson, Mrs. Beasley and Mrs.
Sayers, whilst Mr. Padre, Sgt. Rowe and L/Sgt. Watson
took the gents.' prizes, and Mrs. Dance and Sgt. Adams
the lucky prizes.

The Corporals have not played much football this
year owing to the fact that nearly all the Depot team
are Corporals and we cannot risk getting them crocked
in small games. We console ourselves by going out
and watching Paddy, J ack and George, not to mention
Bailey, McBride, etc., win matches for the Depot.

Corporals' Mess.

What does that dreamy look in Bishop's eyes
mean ?
Where is the site of the Buffs' Colony at Chartham ?
Who is George's partner with the football coupons?
Who is the latest addition to the Band, and does he
play his cymbals by ear or music ?
Who said " Oh dear ! It's cold enough for two
chin straps ?"
" Does Lofty know that little ditty " Oh, I'm
gonna get a girl ?"
YURBSLAB alias STRAWBERRY.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

We cannot call you up on the wireless this month,
as somebody has flooded the carburrettor and it is
horsdecombat. However, to get on with the washing,
we have lost weight considerably this month (Nancy
has left us) and we hear that he is going great
guns with his bloaters. In fact we are continually
looking out for his RollsRoyce. To counteract this
dead loss we welcome to our fold one L/Cpl. Fagg.
We are sure that he will do his best to attain
a corporation, thereby upholding the good name of the
pnokliniise.

Post free
Ireland & Abroad.
8  per annum.
4' 6 months.
2  3 months.
Write: Editor,
Depot, The Buffs,
Canterbury
Telephone: 513.

=4
jfflfCieb Hiegimertt—(Sneer's
No. 347.

IJHiffes of (Scmaba.

October, 1928.

Price Sixpence.

Buffs Warriors' Chapel Endowment Fund.
Previously acknowledged ...
Since received :—
Major H. Iv. Archer Houblon
Mr. J. Russell
Brig.General R. A. Hickson
Mr. Gordon Bindley
Colonel J. Body
Colonel H. Trollope
Captain Strettell
Mr. W. H. Rowe...
Captain R. M. Webster
Colonel and Mrs. Baines
Colonel and Mrs. Eaton
Et.Colonel I/. W. Eucas
Major C. S. Field
Mrs. Russell
Brig.General A. J. W. Allen

£ s. d.
159 9 0
5 0
4 0
3 3
2 2
2 2
2 2
2 2
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 0
1 0
0 10

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6

£187 15 6
Notes.—Donations should be made payable to
the Buffs Warriors' Chapel Endowment
Fund and addressed to The Secretary,
Past and Present Association, The Buffs
Depot, Canterbury.
(We regret th?t a printer's error occurred in the list of subscribers
last month—for CROMB read CRANE).

Friends of Canterbury Cathedral.
CHRIST CHURCH GATEWAY,
CANTERBURY.

August 27th, 1928.
Dear Sir Guy Bainbridge,
At the most impressive Memorial Service of the Past
and Present Association, The Buffs, on August 19th,
I watched with great interest as you handed the cheque
for £150 to the ViceDean, and as he received it in the
name of the Dean and Chapter, and on behalf of the
Friends of Canterbury Cathedral.

Will you be so good as to convey to all those who
contributed, our deep gratitude for the interest taken
by the Buffs, not only in the upkeep of the Warriors'
Chapel, but also in the " Friends of Canterbury
Cathedral " and its aims.
We shall be honoured if at any time donors will
pay a visit to the beautiful office over the Christ Church
Gateway, and there become personally acquainted with
our Society and its doings.
I am, yours sincerely,
M. BABINGTON.
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Personalia.

congratulate The Queen's Own on the
* * great honour conferred upon them by
H.M. Queen Mary becoming their honorary
Colonel; this is the first Canadian Regiment
to be so honoured.
General Sir Arthur Paget has left England
for Cannes and consequently was unable to
be present at the Medway Branch Annual
Dinner.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur, Lady Lynden
Bell and Miss LyndenBell were amongst those
who visited the 2nd Battalion during
Divisional manoeuvres.
We regret to hear that on one of these
visits Sir Arthur was stung on the eyelid by
a wasp.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy and Lady Bain
bridge have been staying with Lord and Lady
Harris at Belmont.
We hear that Brig.General R. A. and Mrs.
Hickson are both very well. We hope to see
General Hickson at the Past and Present
Dinner on 20th instant.
The Press has been full of expressions of
regret at the departure of General Sir Charles
and the Hon. Lady Monro from Gibraltar.
The Gibraltar papers say (and we can well
believe them) that there has never been a
more popular Governor of the Rock than Sir
Charles. The 1st Battalion can certainly
never forget the extraordinary kindness they
received at the hands of Sir Charles and Lady
Monro; we hope we shall see them both at
some of our Regimental functions in the near
future ?
To the great regret of the 2nd Battalion,
and we are sure of all units of the 5th Brigade,
Brigadier Pitt Taylor is to leave the Brigade
in January, to take over the post of Director
of Recruiting and Organization at the War
Office.
We are very glad to hear good news of
Colonel Sir Courtenay Vyvyan. Major G.
Hickman has recently been staying with him.
We are very glad to have good news of
Colonel and Mrs. Moody; Major C. D. K.
Greenway has recently been staying with them
at Windsor.

Colonel A. C. Trollope is at present home
from South Africa; he too, we hope to see
at the Cannon Street Hotel on the 20th.
Colonel R. E. Power has just returned
home after a very interesting trip on Captain
and Mrs. Golf's yacht.
Colonel H. Findlay has left Faversham, his
new address is Roper House, Canterbury.
Colonel Burns attended the recent Artillery
practice at Transfynydea (popularly known
among the rank and file of the Artillery as
' Trousers.')
Lieut.Colonel W. A. and Mrs. Eaton were
in Canterbury for a few days last week, both
looking very well. They have taken a new
house in Malorca and are en route there now.
Lieut.Colonel and Mrs. Bradley Dyne have
returned to Sevenoaks after their holiday at
Mullion in Cornwall. They both look
remarkably well.
Lieut.Colonel Howard Smith has been
attending a Senior Officers' Course at the
Small Arms School at Ahmednagar.
Lt.Colonel the Hon. P. G. Scarlett has
arrived home from Shanghai.
We are
sorry to hear that he has not yet recovered
from his recent very serious illness. Colonel
Scarlett has gone north to recuperate, but
hopes to be in Kent in November. We wish
him a very speedy return to health.
Major W.
Argyllshire.

H.

Booth

is

shooting in

We offer our deepest sympathy to Major
and Mrs. Foster on the irreparable loss they
have sustained in the death of their daughter,
which occurred quite suddenly after only three
days illness.
The funeral took place on Thursday, at
River Churchyard, of Mrs. Winifred Lilian
Varty, wife of Mr. G. F. R. Varty and second
daughter of Major and Mrs. Foster, who died
at " Sandymount," Crabble Hill, Dover, on
27th August. She was spending a holiday
with her husband, and was taken ill and died
after a few days illness. The Rev. H. A.
Varty (brotherinlaw) officiated.
Captain N. D. Rice has been promoted to
Company Commander in the Nigeria Regi
ment.
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We congratulate Captain H. C. T. Stronge
on his appointment at the W.O., G.S.O., 3rd
grade, M.I. 3 A. We understand that Capt.
Stronge's area of activities will include France,
Belgium, Spain and Portugal.
We are indebted to Captain H. L. Cremer
for the photographs and account of the recent
British Legion Pilgrimage to the Battlefields.
We have received a long and interesting
letter from Captain A. C. Nugent from
Shanghai. We wish we could publish his
letter.
We wish Mr. Crozier every success during
his tour of service with the King's African
Rifles. We understand he is being posted to
the 6th (Tanganyika) Battalion; we hope
he will not stay away too long.
We have news of Mr. D'Arcy Symonds who
writes in excellent spirits from Accra. In the
intervals of somewhat strenuous soldiering he
is very busy playing Polo and Hockey. It
may surprise some of our readers to learn that
he says : " We are having quite cold weather
here : it is asking for trouble if you sit about
after sundown without a coat on, most people
wear a pretty thick one." And this about
five degrees north of the Equator ! !
Mr. J. M. Smith who, as we mentioned in
our last issue, is a candidate for the 3rd
Gurkhas, has been ordered to join the 1st
Battalion for a year's attachment and sailed
for India on the 14th September in the
P. and O. Steamer Rowal Pindt.
Mr. H. G. Wooler has been attached to the
2nd Battalion for a year pending his return
to New Zealand to join the Permanent Forces
of that dominion. .
We welcome to the Regiment Mr. C. T.
Kenward who was gazetted on the 1st
September. He is a nephew of Colonel John
Body. He was posted to the 1st Battalion,
but has exchanged with Mr. Robertson.
It is announced that ColourSergeant J.
Butcher, late The Buffs, has been awarded
the annuity and medal for meritorious service.
We would remind our readers that the
Past and Present Association Annual Dinner
i§ being held at the Cannon Street Hotel on
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Saturday, 20th instant, at 7 p.m., tickets 6/
each. The Secretary of the Association would
be grateful if members would complete and
post enclosed card as soon as possible.
It is hoped that there will be a record
attendance.
We congratulate the Medway Branch of the
Past and Present Association both on the
excellent muster at the inaugural meeting of
the Sittingbourne Detachment of the Branch,
and also on their Annual Dinner at Gillingham
on September 21st, the Mayor of Chatham in
the Chair.
The Annual Jumble Sale, in aid of the
Benevolent Fund, will be held at Canterbury
in November. The Secretary of the
Association would be most grateful for any
things which readers can spare for this sale.
Parcels should be addressed to The
Secretary, Past and Present Association, The
Buffs Depot, Canterbury.
We hear that the Band of the 2nd
Battalion, 3rd Gurkhas, is now one of the best
bands in the Indian Army. Those of the old
Brigade of our Regiment who were in
Jullendur in 1899 will remember that one day
some thirty Gurkhas with no knowledge of
music arrived and that our 1st Battalion was
asked" to turn them into a Band.
Mr. Birkhead, who was then Bandmaster
of the 1st Battalion, had probably the biggest
task of his life and we can see various old
Bandsmen of the 1st Battalion—Wittering,
Nicholson, Smith, Sheed and others—laughing
over their reminiscences in connection with
the Gurkha Band. Each man of our band
was told off to train a Gurkha in his particular
instrument, but the Gurkhas wanted to
practice all day with the result that the
residents of Jullendur complained that the
noise of the Gurkha band interfered with their
midday sleep and so there had to be a close
time for practice. But worse was to follow.
Mr. Birkhead had to order the instruments
for the Gurkha band and as each new instru
ment arrived there was something like
a mutiny among the Gurkhas, whose idea was
that the bigger the instrument the more
important the man who played it and the
climax came when the circular Bass arrived.
However, all's well that ends well and the
Gurkha Band played themselves out of
Jullendur in great style in 1895.
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We have received from Mrs. Ainge, mother
of the indefatigable Secretary of the London
Branch of the Past and Present Associa
tion, interesting letters giving some of her
reminiscences when she was with the regiment
some fifty years ago. We would take 'this
opportunity of thanking Mrs. Ainge.
We regret to hear from Colonel J. Steele,
Royal Hospital, Kilmainham, that Pensioner
Tom Noonan died on August 6th, at the age of
92 years.
The number of pensioners now remaining
at the Royal Hospital is only 39.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTH.
Wilkins.—On September 17th, 1928, at
Ranikhet, India, to Lilian {nee Coughlan),
wife of Captain D. A. Wilkins, The Buffs,
a daughter.

DEATH.
Varty.—On 27th August, very suddenly, at
" Sandymount," River, Winifred Lilian,
devoted wife of G. R. Varty, and dearly
beloved daughter of Major and Mrs. Foster,
aged 28 years.

Military Bands and Army Pitch.

R

EADERS of The Dragon who are interested in
music will have read the recent correspondence
in the newspapers on this subject and may be glad to
hear whether any change is probable. In answer to
an enquiry made on behalf of the 1st Battalion, the
Commandant of the Royal Military School of Music,
Kneller Hall, writes as follows :
" The possibility, of a change in Army Pitch is
" now under consideration, but no definite
" conclusion has as yet been reached. There are
" a great many obstacles to such a change and,
" while the change is generally speaking supported,
"it is possible that it may be found impracticable.
" I should say that by the end of November the
" matter should be settled definitely one way or
" another."
From the point of view of the individual (and
quite apart from the obvious inconvenience of the
Army using a peculiar pitch) it has been urged that
if the ordinary pitch was adopted, army bandsmen
might be permitted to buy their instruments by
instalments and take them with them when they
entered civilian life.
F.W.T.

Matters of Interest
TERRITORIAL ARMY RECRUITS.

Official returns issued yesterday show another large
accession of recruits to the Territorial Army. During
June 4,479 men were finally approved for service,
compared with 2,863 in the corresponding month in
1927, and the total number enlisted during the nine
months of the present recruiting year rose to 24,328.
Of this total the Western Command provided 5,567 ;
the Northern Command 5,520 ; the Scottish Command
4,060; the Southern Command 3,265; the Eastern
Command 3,162 ; and the London District 2,754.
On the 1st instant, the total Territorial strength,
exclusive of permanent staff, was 6,602 officers and
134,157 other ranks.
The total Divisional strength was as follows :—
Northumbrian 9,709, Welsh 9,378, N. Midland
9,099, Highland 9,048, West Riding 8,738, Lowland
8,449, East Lancashire 8,176, South Midland 8,126,
Wessex 7,894, East Anglia 7,893, West Lancashire
7,890, Home Counties 7,087, London' (56th Division)
6,735, London (47th Division) 6,348.
WORK FOR DISCHARGED SOLDIERS.

During June 125 soldiers completed their courses
of training in the Army Vocational Training Centres,
Hounslow, Aldershot and Chisledon, and were
discharged from the Army on the termination of their
Colour Service. Of this number 98 obtained immediate
employment in civil life, the majority going to brick
laying, carpentry, motoring, farming, private service
and positions of trust.
M.B.E. CAPTAIN.
Legion Club Steward.
On Tuesday the committee of the Ramsgate branch
of the British Legion selected, from an excellent entry
of candidates, a successor to Mr. W. Aust, as steward
of their club in Cliff Street.
To the regret of all the members, Mr. Aust has had
to give up the post through considerations of health.
He has been a most courteous, painstaking steward,
and was deservedly popular among his comrades.
The choice of the committee on Tuesday fell upon
Mr. Thomas William Munday, M.B.E., of Ramsgate,
who is well known to all the members of the club,
having acted on occasions as a " relief " for Mr. Aust.
The appointment being a dual one, Mrs. Munday
becomes the stewardess.
The appointment was made by the narrow margin
of two votes on a ballot, and afterwards confirmed by
a vote by show of hands that proved unanimous. The
applicants to secure the next highest number of votes
were Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Acht, of Ramsgate.
The new steward enlisted in the 7th Dragoon
Guards, and in 1916 he was commissioned in the 7th
(Service) Battalion The Buffs. He saw a great deal
of war service, attained the rank of captain, and had
membership of the Order of the British Empire
conferred upon him.
He was gassed in 1918, and placed on the halfpay
list in December of 1920.
Mr. Acht, too, after attaining the rank of sergeant
major in the Regular Royal Garrison Artillery, was
promoted to commissioned rank during the war.
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A FTER their defeat at Vittoria the French,
leaving a garrison in San Sebastian and
in Pampeluna retired hastily across the
Pyrenees and over the R. Bidassoa, where they
halted. The Allies then proceeded to blockade
these two forts and to occupy all the principal
passes in the Pyrenees chain between them.
Wellington had now completed his object
which was to drive the French out of Spain,
but he knew that peace was not possible until
Napoleon had been completely and finally
defeated. For this it was necessary to carry
the war into France, and in order to be able
to do so it was essential to reduce the
fortresses of San Sebastian and Pampeluna,

I i i i i i

MILES

so as to prevent any possibility of their
garrisons interfering with the allied lines of
communications. Wellington decided first to
reduce San Sebastian, and accordingly this
place was besieged while the other was only
blockaded for the time being.
Napoleon had realised that a change in the
higher command in Spain was essential, and
Marshal Soult was sent to replace Marshal
Victor and if necessary to replace King
Joseph himself. The latter however gracefully
retired. Soult set about restoring the French
moral and succeeded in doing so to a very
remarkable degree. He then proceeded to
study the situation and decide on his plan.
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The situation of the various bodies of troops
is shewn on the accompanying sketch map.
It will be seen that the French line extended
north of the mountains from the mouth of the
R. Bidassoa on the west through Ainhoa to
just north of St. Jean Pied de Port on the east,
with advanced troops holding the two
fortresses. In addition Suchet had a force
still further south in Catalonia. The Allies
were holding the passes in the Main Range of
the Pyrenees and in the northern subsidiary
range between Roncesvalles and Irun. Hill
was on the right, the Buffs under General
Byng being near Roncesvalles, the 7th Division
in the centre and the Light Division on the
left. The 3rd (Picton's) and 4th (Cole's)
Divisions were in reserve on the right and the
6th more towards the centre. Soult had news
from San Sebastian and knew it was in no
immediate need of assistance but he had heard
nothing from Pampeluna. Moreover an
attack in that direction would allow him to
roll up the Allies to the west and cooperate
with Suchet's force further to the south. He
therefore made signs of movement on his right
flank, prepared a feint attack in his centre and
massed his troops for a teal attack on his left
towards Pampeluna.
His plans were kept quite secret and on the
25th July his centre ] and left flank moved
forward to the attack carrying four days
rations with them. Byng received information
the night before and sent the news back to
Cole. Next day he and some Spaniards on
the right were attacked by some thirty
thousand French troops but stood their ground
for some time. Eventually only Cole's arrival
saved this force from having their right flank
completely turned, and they were at last
driven by superior numbers from the mountain
top. In the afternoon a thick fog stopped
a general attack that Soult was preparing,
and when night fell they were still holding on
to the Great Spine though their right was
turned and their line of retreat threatened.
The losses of the force were 380 killed and
wounded while the French losses amounted to
400. They therefore decided to retire, the
Buffs with the remainder of their brigade
moving during the night to a place called
Linzoain. This resistance had partially upset
Soult's plan as he had taken a whole day to
move 10 miles and was still 22 from
Pampeluna.
All the French columns were again on the
move by daybreak, but the fog still hung
heavily and delayed their advance. About
four o'clock in the afternoon, however, they
seized some ground threatening the flank of

the defenders' position, and the Buffs with
the other corps in the mountains retired
skirmishing to a strong post near Zubiri.
Here they remained in order of battle till after
dark when they resumed their retreat to the
vicinity of Pampeluna. The Buffs were
.formed on the heights in front of the village of
Villalba, three miles from Pampeluna.
At the same time the feint in the centre of
Wellington's line had taken the form of
another determined attack which had only
been stopped at the last ridge of the pass.
Up to this time Wellington had been deceived
by Soult's ruses and had believed the real
attack to. be coming towards San Sebastian
where he himself had waited. He now realised
his mistake and hastily ordered the siege of
that fortress to be turned into a blockade and
all spare troops to hurry to the other flank.
He himself at once went to the centre of the
line, but getting no information as to what
was happening on the right he gave orders for
all troops to be directed to the valley of the
Lanz and himself made at racing speed for
Sauroren. As he entered this place, he saw
the French closing in on it. He realised at
once that his fresh troops would be intercepted
if they tried to come as he had ordered them
and wrote on the parapet of the bridge fresh
instructions for their approach. His Aidede
Camp had kept up with him and galloped out
of the village with the message while the
French light cavalry rode in at the other end.
Wellington himself rode alone up the
mountain.
The Portuguese were the first to recognise
him and raised a joyful cry, which swelled as
it rang along the lines into " that stern and
appalling shout which the British soldier is
wont to give upon the edge of battle and which
no enemy ever heard unmoved." (Napier)
He stopped in a conspicuous place so as to be
seen by both armies and fixing his attention
on Soult who was pointed out to him, said
" Yonder is a great commander, but he is
a cautious one and will delay his attack to
ascertain the cause of these shouts; that
will give time for the sixth division to arrive
and I shall beat him." He was fight. Soult
saw before him a strong position, and the
cheers of the troops and the presence of
Wellington made it clear that they confidently
awaited his attack. It also made him
suspect the arrival of reinforcements. So
rather naturally he awaited the arrival of
some troops coming up in his rear. At
midday on the 28th he attacked resolutely
and there took place the first
battle of
Sorauren, a very bloody battle, described by
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Wellington as " Bludgeon Work." Again and
again the French attacked the heights held
by the Allies. An attempt to outflank was
itself outflanked, and the British, very ably
assisted by some gallant Portuguese regi
ments, delivered many close bayonet charges
and repelled every attempt to carry the
position. The troops engaged in the first
line of the battle were roughly 25,000 French
men to 12,000 Allies though more were in
support or close at hand. The losses were
reported as 2,600 Allies and 1,800 French
including two generals, though the French
losses were believed to be much more. Next
day the armies remained facing each other,
almost too dazed to commence again. Soult
saw that he must abandon his project but
was too proud merely to turn about and go
back the way he came. So he started to
manoeuvre to his right in the hope that he
might be able to penetrate the allied line and
cut off Wellington from San Sebastian and his
base. This led to some hard fighting, and
Soult all but succeeded when Wellington
himself took the offensive. The divisions on
the right were ordered forward against Soult's
left flank. Byng's brigade, which it will be
remembered included the Buffs, was attached
to the 6th Division and was given the village
of Sauroren as its objective. The village and
bridge and the straits beyond were soon
covered with a pall of smoke, and the peal of
musketry echoed from mountain to mountain.
Byng with hard fighting carried Sauroren;
fourteen hundred prisoners were taken and
two French divisions entirely broken fled up
the valley. The losses in the battle were
heavy and were chiefly suffered by the
Portuguese who had borne the brunt of the
attacks. At last the French took up a position
and the Allies halted in front of it. At mid
night that night, the 30th July, Soult retired
behind a rearguard, and Wellington soon
followed. Fighting took place early on the
31st and Byng's Brigade, previously pushed
forward, captured at Elizondo a large convoy
of provisions and ammunition, made several
hundred prisoners after a heavy skirmish and
seized the pass of Maya. In spite of this
Soult halted in Estevan, and Wellington
feeling certain that he would be able to strike
a terrible blow when Soult walked into his
ambush anxiously awaited the next day.
But alas he had the mortification of seeing
three marauding English soldiers enter the
valley and be carried off by a French patrol.
Within half an hour the French army was
aroused and made off to the north towards
Yanzi. In this way the disobedience of three
men deprived Wellington of a consummate
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success and saved Soult from a most terrible
disaster. However the latter's troubles were
by no means over. The Light Division, which
had remained on the left, had been ordered
forward to head off the French, and after a
most terrible march over huge mountains it
arrived at the edge of a precipice near the
bridge of Yanzi. Below it within a stone's
throw was the leading French division
marching down a narrow defile. They had
already had a dreadful time, soldiers and
baggage had got mixed up and had been
sorted with difficulty. Now the scene was
too horrible for description. On one side of
them were inaccessible rocks ; on the other
a river. Suddenly fire was opened on them.
The cavalry drew their swords and attempted
to charge but were beaten back by their own
infantry. Many were precipitated into the
river, others tried to fire up vertically at the
British, while the wounded called for quarter
and pointed to the awful condition of those
who were beitig carried along. It is related
that it was with averted or doubtful aim that
the British kept up their fire.
The main
body of the French escaped by another
mountain path to Echallar but the baggage
was cut off together with many prisoners.
During that night Soult rallied his
divisions and took up a position. Next day
the 2nd August, further combats took place
and by this time the French were unable to
stand before the advancing Allies. They were
driven from the hills, and now after nine days,
of continuous movement during which ten
serious actions had been fought operations
ceased. The losses of the Allies exceeded
7,000 while those of.the French were certainly
not less than 13,000 and may even have
reached 15,000. The Buffs had taken their
share in the battle and had contributed to the
successful termination of the battle. Their
losses amounted to one officer and three men
killed, and one officer, one drummer, and
twentyfour men wounded. The officer killed
was Captain Walsh, who as an ensign had
carried the King's Colour into the battle of
Albuhera.
The Buffs remained in the mountains near
Roncesvalles for several months while the
siege of San Sebastian was being vigorously
prosecuted. Early in September a successful
though costly assault was made and
Wellington now felt himself able to advance
into France. On the 7th October the army
forced a crossing of the Bidassoa in spite of
opposition, and the capitulation of Pampeluna
on the 31st October of that year, 1813, closed
the campaign in Spain.
E.F.H.
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Records of Other Regiments.
No. XLII.

THE DUKE OP CORNWALL'S LIGHT INFANTRY.
BATTLE HONOURS.

Borne upon the Regimental Colour:—" Gibraltar,
1704/5," " Dettingen," " St. Lucia, 1778,"
" Dominica," " Rolica," " Vimiera," " Corunna,"
" Salamanca," " Pyrenees," " Nivelle," " Nive,"
" Orthes," " Peninsula," " Waterloo," " Mooltan,"
" Goojerat," " Punjaub," " Sevastopol," " Luck
now," " TelelKebir," " Egypt, 1882," " Nile,
1884/85," "Paardeberg," "South Africa, 1899/
1902."
Borne upon the King's Colour :—" Mons," " Marne,
1914," " Ypres, 1915, *17," " Somme, 1916, '18,"
" Arras, 1917," " Passchendaele," " Cambrai, 1917,
'18," " Sambre," " Gaza," " Doiran, 1917/18."
*
*
*
*
The 1st Battalion of this famous regiment was
originally a regiment of Marines raised in 1702. After
seeing service at Vigo, Cadiz and the capture of
Gibraltar, it was one of the Marine battalions scheduled
for disbandment at the Peace of Utrecht, but was
" reprieved " and placed on the Irish establishment as
an ordinary regiment of Foot. Regiments on the
Irish establishment were cheaper to maintain in those
days, their pay and pensions being on a lower scale.
In 1782 the regiment became the 32nd (Cornwall)
Regiment of Foot, under which title it fought with
gallantry in the Peninsular War and the Waterloo
Campaign.
When the Indian Mutiny broke out, the 32nd (still
armed with the antique " Brown Bess " musket) was
stationed a. Lucknow; the 32nd and a detachment
of the 84th (York and Lanes.) being the only white
regiments to serve throughout the Defence of Lucknow.
In consideration of the heroic conduct of the 32nd
throughout the siege, Her late Majesty Queen Victoria
directed that it should be constituted a Light Infantry
corps.
The present 2nd Battalion of the regiment, formerly
the 46th Foot, was raised in the North of England in
1741, and was known in its earlydays as " Murray's
Bucks" from its Colonel's name and the smart
appearance of the officers and men. The regiment's
early fighting was mostly done in North America
and the West Indies. During the American War of
Independence a brigade of American troops was
surprised and defeated (at Brandywine, 1777) by a
British Light Infantry battalion, consisting of the
Light, or Left Flank, companies of the 46th and five
other regiments. Learning the identity of the troops
who had beaten them, the Americans vowed to wipe
out their disgrace in blood and sent word that the
British Light Infantry need henceforth expect no
quarter. On hearing of this threat the " Light Bobs,"
not wishing any other unit to suffer on their behalf,

dyed their plumes red, and definitely informed the
Yankees that from that time onwards they might
always recognise their conquerors by their red feathers.
After the war the Light Companies of the other five
regiments appear to have reverted to their usual plumes
(green), but those of the 46th still stuck to their
distinction, which later became a red ball worn on the
front of the shako. Queen Victoria granted permission
for this to be worn by the whole battalion, when Flank
Companies were abolished, seventy years ago. Since
the introduction of the helmet, the distinction has been
represented by a piece of scarlet cloth worn behind the
helmetplate or capbadge, and by the red puggaree
worn when on service in the tropics.
On returning home in 1782, the 46th received the
title of " South Devonshire Regiment," while stationed
at Plymouth.
From 1813 to 1817 the 46th served in Australia,
where they are said to have " provided many excellent
colonists and to have started many important public
works."
Sergeant R. Broadfoot and six privates of the 46th
received a reward of £100 for tracking a gang of armed
bushrangers into the interior of Tasmania and arresting
two of the ringleaders. The Flank Companies carried
out a punitive expedition against the aborigines of
New South Wales in April, 1816.
The 46th also fought in the Crimean War, in the
Egyptian War of 1882, the Soudanese campaign for the
relief of General Gordon and the Boer War, where they
were particularly prominent at the battle of
Paardeberg.
In 1881 the 32nd and 46th were united as 1st and
2nd Battalions of The Duke of Cornwall's Light
Infantry.
During the Great War the strength of the regiment
was increased to fifteen battalions. The 1st Battalion
went to France in August, 1914, as part of the 5th
Division and was afterwards sent to the Italian Front.
The 2nd Battalion was in' China when the war started
and on 5th August, 1914, two officers and one hundred
other ranks of the battalion went aboard H.M.S.
Triumph and served afloat for three weeks.—The
captain of the ship wrote to the Admiral Commanding
the China Station, " Perhaps the highest praise I can
give them is that they have carried out the duties of
seamen, and that I have forgotten the. fact that they
were soldiers!" Afterwards the 2nd D.C.L.I. saw
active service in France, Flanders and Salonica. The
Cornish "Terriers" (l/4th D.C.L.I.) relieved the l/4th
Buffs at Aden in January, 1916:
The Battle Honours of the D.C.L.I. number eighty
one and six Victoria. Crosses have been won by
members of the regiment.
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The Cornwalls are exceptionally rich in nicknames.
" The Docs," " The Duke's," " The Red Feathers,"
and " Murrays' Bucks " are nicknames of which the
origin can be easily guessed by those who have read
the preceding paragraphs, but the strange sobriquet
of " The Lacedaemonians " calls for fuller explanation.
It was given to the 32nd (according to tradition)
because their Colonel, Enoch Markham, in one of the
actions of the American War of Independence, halted
the regiment under the enemy's fire and delivered an
address on the wonderful discipline of the Lace
daemonians of old, and their habit of advancing to the
attack in perfect silence.
The Duchy of Cornwall was bestowed by King
Edward III. on his son the " Black Prince " in 1387,
in order that he might be in a position to maintain
the dignity of his rank, and since then the eldest son
of the sovereign has always been Duke of Cornwall.
The capbadge of The Duke of Cornwall's Light
Infantry is a bugle with strings, across which is
a riband inscribed "Cornwall," with the Coronet of
H.R.H. The Prince of Wales (Duke of Cornwall and
ColonelinChief of the regiment) above. The Collar
badge shows the Arms of Cornwall, surmounted by
a Ducal Coronet upon a cinque foil, with the motto
" One and All" ; the origin and meaning of the Arms
and Motto alike are matters of dispute among
antiquarians. According to one account the Arms
(fifteen golden balls, on a black shield) date back to
the time of the Crusades, when a Duke of Cornwall
having been captured by the Saracens, the people of
Cornwall subscribed a sum of fifteen bezants to ransom
him. Another version is that five wealthy Cornishmen
lent money to King John to finance a war with France
and adopted as their joint badge a shield with five sets
of three golden balls (the pawnbroker's sign!)
with the motto " One and All," to signify that business
could only be done with the consent of the whole of
the five partners.
A special badge, incorporating the two Red Feathers
of the 46th with a turretted gateway (worn by the
32nd and the 16th Rajputs, of " The Lucknow Regi
ment " of the Indian Army, in memory of the historic
defence of Lucknow) is worn on the buttons of The
Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry.
R. MAURICE HILL.

OUF Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Gunner."
" FaughaBallagh."
" The Bugle."
" The Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Co."
" The Snapper."
" On The March."
" British Legion Journal."
" The London Scottish Regt. Journal."
" The Essex Regt. Gazette."
" The Sapper."
" Journal of the R.A. Service Corps."
" Hampshire Regt. Journal."
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Past & Present Association The Buffs.

M

INUTES of the 81st meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at the
Depot on Saturday, 15th September, 1928, at 5.30 p'.m. .
Present:
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge, K.C.B. (in the
Chair).
Brig.General R. C. McDouall, C.B., C.M.G., C.B.E.,
D.S.O.
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Majors F. W. Tomlinson and C. S. Field, O.B.E.
MINUTES of the last meeting were approved and
signed by the Chairman.
Regimental Committee.
HISTORY.—With reference to the
letter received from Major M. S. Williams on the
subject of writing the History of the Regiment for the
period 17041924, it was decided that Major Williams
should interview Major Tomlinson, who would report
the result of the interview at the next Committee
meeting.
Past and Present Association.
Finance, (a) The Committee approved of the
purchase of a selfpropelled chair for the sum of £18
for the wife of Mr.
; the amount expended to be
recovered from Mr.
by monthly instalments.
(6) Regarding the case of Mrs.
, it was decided
to await replies to letters sent to the Bourke
Trust, British Legion and Officers' Families
Fund.
(c) With reference to the appeal from Mr.
for a loan to enable him to buy a printing
machine ; in view of the fact that this man
has a pension of 28/ a week and is not a member
of the Association, the Committee were unable
to accede to the request.
(d) With reference to the application received from
Mr.
for employment, the O.C. Depot under
took to find
this man some temporary
employment.
(e) With reference to the recommendation received
from the Weald Branch that subsistence
allowance should be granted Mr.
at the
rate of 10/ a week for two months, this was
approved.
(f) A request from Mr.
for a loan of £36
to enable him to register his name for
employment in the Corps of Commissionaires
and to pay a deposit of £17 to enable him to
retain his stripes, if so employed, was considered.
It was decided that a loan of £17 to cover the
deposit might be paid, if on enquiry it was
ascertained from the Corps of Commissionaires
that it was essential for this deposit to be paid
forthwith. In view of the fact this man already
is in debt to the Benevolent Fund to the sum
of £6, the full amount now asked for was not
approved.
SUBCOMMITTEE.—With reference to the recom
mendation received from Branches that a Sub
Committee should be formed, and be composed of one
member from each Branch ; and that normally two
meetings a year should be held, one during the August
Reunion in Canterbury prior to the Memorial Service,
REGIMENTAL
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and the second meeting on the day and in the town
where the Annual Dinner of the Association is held;
additional meetings to be arranged when considered
necessary: this was approved and it was decided that
the SubCommittee should elect its own Chairman
and arrange for the recording of Minutes.
ANNUAL DINNER.—Regarding the proposal that the
Annual Dinner of the Past and Present Association
should be held annually on the first Saturday in
Octobei:; it was decided that this suggestion should
be submitted to the O.C. home battalion with a view
to ascertaining how this arrangement would fit in with
the furlough season.
REGARDING MAJOR JAMES' proposal for the
provision of pamphlets in the Cathedral, recording the
particulars of Regimental Memorials, etc., contained
in the Warriors' Chapel; it was decided that a copy
of the Book already issued in the Cathedral by the
Dean should be sent to Major James to ask whether,
in his opinion, this book is not sufficient, and if not,
whether he would draft the proposed pamphlet for the
consideration of the Committee.
BRANCHES.—In connection with the formation of
new Branches at Canterbury, Thanet and Folkestone,
it was decided that:—
{a) Major Keeler should be approached with a view
to forming a Branch at Canterbury.
(b) Captain Witts should be invited in conjunction
with Lieut. Rose, S. M. Johnson and Mr. Mullett
to arrange for a Thanet Branch.
(e) The Area Representative of Folkestone should be
invited to put forward a suitable name to
organise a Branch at Folkestone.
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS' BADGE.—Regarding the
provision and issue of Associate Members' Badges, it
was decided that this question should be brought
forward at the next meeting of the Committee.
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING—TO be held at the
Naval and Military Club at 10.30 a.m. on the 20th
October, 1928.
DISBURSEMENTS.

During the period 18/8/28 to 18/9/28 the following
disbursements have been made:—
£ s. d.
Aug. 22. Grant
0 10 0
25. Grant
2 0 0
27. Grant
3 0 0
28. Grant
3 5 5
30. Grant
1 0 0
Sept. 1. Grant
1 0 0
1. Grant
2 0 0
1. Grant
1 0 0
3. Grant
1 0 0
3. Grant
1 10 0
3. Grant
1 0 0 .
6. Grant
1 0 0
10. Grant
1 0 0
11. Grant
1 0 0
11. Grant
. ... 1 0 0
13. Grant
1 0 0
13. Grant
1 10 0
15. Grant
1 0 0
18. Grant
2 0 0
18. Loan
18 0 0

NEW MEMBERS.

During the period 18/8/28 to 18/9/28 the following
new members have been enrolled :—
Life Members.—Obtained from "B" Company, 1st
Battalion : R. Butcher, T. Followell, L. Crouch, J.
Martin, L. Cooper, T. Taylor, F. Brown.
Annual Subscribers.—H. Martin, F. W. Furness,
N. Fasham, J. G. Hinman, W. H. Hudsmith, H. Bliss,
W. Simmonds, W. J. Smith, W. Farrier, R. Sharpe,
R. Irons, J. Burgess, J. Gale, E S. Waters, C. W.
Spears, J. H. Green.
DONATIONS.

During the period 18/8/28 to 18/9/28 the following
donations to the Benevolent Fund have been made
The Buffs Ladies' Guild (London) ...
Miss F. Harley
W. R. Taylor. Esq
A. H. Charlton, Esq

£ s d.
1
1
2
0

1
1
'2
2

0
0
2
0

Ashford Branch.
The Monthly Meeting was held on Saturday, 8th September, at the
Market Hotel, with Mr. H. Adis in the Chair. A fairly good number
turned up and made a very enjoyable evening.
The indoor sports section are making good progress having fixed a
few local matches before meeting Dover, when they hope to visit them
on October 27tli.
It was decided to hold our Guest Night on Saturday, 2nd February,
1929.
A letter was read from MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell
expressing his regret at not being able to attend the meeting.
The Ashford Branch place on record their appreciation to the O.C.
Depot and Staff and the Officials of the Past and Present Association
for the splendid wav in which they entertained them on August 18th
and 19th.
With Mr. N. Bennett at the piano the following entertained the
members with harmony for the remainder of the evening:—Messrs.
Tomsett, Luck, Greenland, Huntley and Ellis.

London Branch.
The usual monthly meeting took place at the Windsor Castle Hotel
on Saturday, the 15th September last, with Captain J. F,. Enright
in the chair. We were again delighted to welcome General Sir Arthur
LyndenBell who brought with him the Branch emblem of " Heather "
for distribution.
MINUTES.—The minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—A letter was read from Colonel H. Findlay,
C.B.E., regretting inability to be present.
UNEMPLOYMENT.—The Chairman spoke at length on this subject
and asked members to do all in their power to help to place those out
of work, It was imperative there should be no decline of effort.
VISIT TO " MEDWAY " BRANCH.—It was agreed that this visit should
take place on November 24th next and a large number signified their
intention of going.
ANNUAL DINNER.—The Chairman asked the members to support
this year's dinner of the Association at the Cannon Street Hotel, on
the 20th October. Mr. Bolton and the Entertainment Committee
were delegated to take names and collect the cash.
OUTING AND THRIFT CLUB.—It was proposed to form such a club
and issue subscribers with a card. Members can pay in what they like
and draw out when they like. The first subscriptions can be paid any
time. Mr. Bolton has charge of these arrangements.
MEMBERSHIP CARDS AND DIARY.—It was decided to issue each
member as he pays his 1929 subscription with a card. This card will
certify the member has paid until the end of the year and be produced
each meeting night on entry if required. It willalso contain a complete
Branch Diary for the whole year, and other information. It will take
the place of the " Agenda " and moreover, prevent a man joining the
Association for one year and wearing his badge for ever.
CHRISTMAS SCHEME.—It was proposed to arrange a scheme for
helping the Branch funds at Christmastide. The scheme was presented
as an accomplished fact and was wholeheartedly supported by the
members. All we want now is donors to give the prizes and already
several have come forward.
THE DEATH OF MRS. VARTY (NEE FOSTER).—The Chairman
mentioned the sad bereavement which had befallen Major and Mrs.
Foster, and Mr. Varty. Mr. Varty has the entire sympathy of the
Branch in his terrible loss of a genuine helpmate. Many of us knew
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The London Branch at Canterbury, August 19th
her as a (laughter of the regiment and watched her grow into woman
hood—a kinihearted and affectionate lady. We offer once again, our
sincere condolences to the family.
SHOOTING MATCH.—The match against the Dover Branch will take
place on the 28th instant and we " hope " to win.
CANTERBURY.—A unanimous vote of thanks was passed in
appreciation of all that was done for the Branch by the Executive
Committee, O.C. Depot, S.M. Potter, N.C.O.'s and other ranks at the
Depot for the liberal hospitality showered upon them during the visit
on Sunday, the 19th August. A very special mention was made of
the kindness of Mrs. Potter who, hearing about twenty of the Ladies'
Guild of the London Branch were returning without tea—invited them
to her house and made tea for the lot. The Chairman thanked General
Sir Arthur Lynden Bell for bringing down the " Heather," also Major
James—not only for his lunchtime hospitality, but for taking a party
of over 100 members with their wives for a most interesting tour of
Canterbury during the afternoon, fie also thanked the Branch for
giving him such support.
General Sir Arthur, in speaking of Canterbury, said it was nothing
short of wonderful how seventy members managed to turn up at Can
terbury. They made a fine show and he congratulated them and
hoped next year they would come down in even greater numbers.
When it was realised that the majority of them had to walk from five
to ten miles in order to catcli the charabanc at 8 a.m. on a Sunday
morning—lie doubted if anyone would do it unless fired with the love
and affection so peculiar to a Buff.
Major James said lie felt proud at the way the members responded
to the call of their Chairman. If he, himself, had at any time done
anything to help them, it was a real pleasure to do so.
Major Kcown, M.C. told a story about the "Presentation of
Colours" to the 2nd Battalion. He related how an officer friend of
his of the II.A.C. had said " no finer show had ever taken place on those
grounds."
GREETING.—During the meeting the following message
was received and read midst great applause.
" 100 Buffs at Sittingbourne send greetings and good wishes
to " London " Branch."—Barton.
J.E.

ANNUAL

DINNER,

PAST & PRESENT ASSOCIATION,
CANNON STREET HOTEL,
7 p.m., October 20th, 1928.
Please notify Secretary if yon intend Dining.

Dover Branch.
We held our Tenth General Meeting 011 Friday, the 14 th October,
haying changed over from the first Thursday in the month to the second
Friday, the idea being that Friday will probably suit most of the
members better than Thursday and also that The Dragon will be on
and 011 sale. Our experience was disappointing as we had a smaller
gathering than usual.
This was tiie more noticeable because we had as Visitors Colonel
Findlay and Major Hickman, and later 011 in the evening. Sir Arthur
LyndenBell.
Colonel Findlay gave us a great deal of credit for the large numbers
who went to Canterbury 011 the 19th August aurl also referred to the
Executive Meeting 011 the folowing day when the subject of Branch
Members on the Executive Committee was to be discussed.
.Sir Arthur, who presented Major Foster with a bunch of heather,
told us how lie had found the 2nd Battalion 011 Manoeuvres in Sussex
right up to the mark in the manner laid down.
We could, in fact, see the old ' Duck" flying outside the Guard
Tent, the gong, the white stones and the Sentry hauling down the
" Duck " at retreat.
Mr. Duberry Evans got his Thrift Club going and looked quite legal
with his account book and cards. However, it was a very good start
indeed and we hope great things from Duberry, his account book and
his cards. Tic's the man for the job, so he is.
Captain Cole was to have given us an account of the Visit to Can
terbury, but business seemed to be heavy, so we missed his, always
humorous, account. The point however, which did crop up was that
The Dragon Fund had provided £300 for the Past and Present Fund.
This lias made a profound impression and Ginks Stroud ought to do
a better trade in future as newsvendor.
Mr. George Hogben and his Committee have arranged a Branch
Anniversary Dinner for November and, regarding this, more details
will appear in October.
The Secretary had his usual grouse about members not turning up
at the meetings and was understood to say lie wished lie could parade
his 207 members at these times so as to make sure they would attend.
But they will all be there in good time when lie least expects it and
then I suppose lie himself will forget to wear his badge and be fined.
Secretaries are like that.
The Branch are intending to hold a Billiard Handicap during the
Winter and Colonel Findlay most kindly offered a Cup for Competition.
One of our members, Mr. Fagg of Cheriton, has, we are sorry to say,
to go into Hospital for an operation. We hope that all will go well
with him and that he will soon lie out and cured. With Mr. Salmon
and Taylor lie comes from Folkestone every meeting night.
The sympathies of the Branch are extended to Major Foster, our
President, and Mrs. Foster in their recent sad bereavement. Words
are futile on these occasions, but Capt. Cole admirably expressed the
feelings of the Branch at the last Committee Meeting and we will leave
it there.
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Round and About.
AUTUMN.

This is a melancholy season and so fearful
was I of the depression that thinking
about it occasions that I put off writing these notes as
long as possible. A wire from the Editor soon altered
all that so let us be as brisk as we can.
The leaves are turning and warm underclothing still
smelling strongly of camphor is being shown the light
of day. Orders for Quinine and Aspirin are pouring
in on the Chemists and, in short, the hardy British
people are preparing to enjoy winter.
*

*

*

*

CRICKET IN Meanwhile some seventeen cricketers are
 AUSTRALIA, voyaging to the warm seas where during

our winter they will swelter under the
Australian sun for the honour of England. The
prospect of reading vigorous articles by cricketer
journalists recounting their deeds and those of the
" enemy " make the coming winter less intolerable.
I never get the same feeling when I read about the
dashing folk who go to the Riviera every winter.

*
*
*
WALCHEREN. I wrote in these notes some while back
about a weekend I spent in the island

of Walcheren in Holland. Having had occasion of
late to examine the story of the Regiment a little more
closely than heretofore, I realised that this is a place
which Buffs might find
an admirable choice for
a holiday next spring or summer. The weekend
fare is very cheap, £1 10s. return from Liverpool St.
to Flushing ; 3rd class on the train and 2nd on the
boat. There must be many records in and around
Flushing of the deeds of Captain Thomas Morgan and
his men in those early days of regimental history. The
other amenities of the island I have already extolled.
**
*
*
*
There are unmistakable signs that
London is waking up after the toiqjor
of the holiday. The prices of articles
of clothing in shops have soared to their usual height
now that the hardheaded provincials have retired to
their Northern fastnesses. No longer does one see
eager Americans trying not to miss anything in this
" little old burg " and the blinds are gradually going
up in the big houses in the great squares. " Its
frightfully thrilling," as the very feminine correspondent
of the Prattler would say.
LONDON
SEASON.

*

*

*

Old gentlemen who have been using
some other club whose portals have been hospitably
opened to them while their own has been having some
of its " froust" scraped off are happy, or very nearly
happy, again. Great places these clubs in days when
the word ' club' too often means some basement
cavern full of " this Jazz." All the old things (I mean
institutions of course) are going, but I thank God that
the day is still far distant when the Mausoleum Club
will be raided by the Police.
*

*

I have a feeling that my. recom
mendations of literary fare in these
pages are occasionally inclined to be " highbrow."
To remedy that I give a word of praise this month to
last week's Edgar Wallace. I cannot remember the
title but it is as thrilling as all Wallaces. Lovers of
the hairraising type of book ought to read anything
by Ambrose Bierce. Even the highbrows love him.

Correspondence.
FRIENDS OF CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL.

Dear Colonel Findlay,

*

PLATONIC Which reminds me, for some reason, of
FRIENDSHIP, the story of the slightly deaf general at

the Dinner party. Tell me if you've
heard it before. He was sitting next to a bright young
thing who said " Do you believe in Platonic friendship,
general ?" " No," replied he. " Not even in the case
of philosophers ?" asked the B.Y.T. " No, not even
in the case of Field Officers" returned the general.

Christ Church Gateway,
Canterbury.
April 21s/, 1928.

I was delighted to hear of the sum that.you had
already collected towards the Buffs Endowment Fund.
In the name of the Friends I would ask you to accept
my most grateful thanks, not only to yourself, but to
all those who have contributed to the raising of this
sum.
As to the individual sums contributed I should
like to quote to you a Minute of the Meeting of our
Council held on May 19th. It is as follows :
" In regard to the matter of Life Membership
of those who subscribed the sum of £20 to the Past
and Present Association, on the motion of Mrs.
Ramsay, seconded by Mr. Mount it was resolved
that such donors should be known as Representative
Life Members from the Buffs."
You will see from this that I ought to be supplied
with the names of any contributors who have given the
sum of £20 in order that they may receive cards of
membership as Representative Life Members from the
Buffs.
What a splendid parade you had of Past Buffs;
I do not suppose that any of us who were present will
easily forget the service. I think that the two old
Chelsea Pensioners looked absolutely radiant!
I am, yours sincerely,
M. BABINGTON.

#

AND  I nearly forgot to add that the clubs are
THE CLUBS, also one by one returning to normality.

J*

BOOKS.

Dear Capt. Enright,

HAPPY.

I am enclosing herewith P.O. 2/6 for enrolment in
Past and Present Association; also the necessary
application form duly completed.
Would you kindly let me know the subscription
rates for The Dragon which I presume I get from
Colonel Findlay and also where I can obtain a Regi
mental tie.
Well, Sir, everything is going along swimmingly
with me. I seem to be pretty well a fixture here now
and am certainly quite happy. So far I have had n'o
complaint as to my work so apparently it is successful.
I can never thank you enough for putting me
into touch with the job.
Trusting you and Mrs. Enright are quite well,
I remain,
Itchenor House,
Yours respectfully,
Nr. Chichester.
E. J. NOBLE.
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The British Legion Pilgrimage.

A

AUGUST, 1928.

N account of the Pilgrimage to Prance, however
detailed it might be, would still give little idea
of it, as so much was in the spirit in which it
was carried out. I will, however, try to give some
impressions of it.
The boats which took us to Calais were packed,
and it felt like an ordinary channel crossing except for
the unusual crowds. The thrill started when we landed
and all marched to large sheds which were full of long
trestle tables laid with a tin mug, a slab of cake and
a lump of sugar. We sat down on benches and our
mugs were filled with hot liquid (no two people were
decided as to its rightful name). The inevitable
humourists came to the fore and by the time
we boarded the train, relations with everyone were
very friendly.
The 11,000 pilgrims (3,000 women) were billeted
in various large towns, our party " J," South Eastern
Area, being in Douai, a town occupied by the Germans
during the war.
Our reception there was splendid. We formed
fours in the square outside the station and marched
round the city, while bands played and the throngs
of people cheered and waved. We laid a wreath on
the local war memorial and were dismissed to our
billets from outside the town hall, where the baud once
more played the National Anthem and the Marseillaise
and the bells chimed out for the first time since they
rang when the English entered Douai at the end of the
war. We spent our first evening in finding our bearings
(chiefly the square where the Caffis were situated) and
settling into billets. Some were in Barracks, some in
schools and a few in hotels.
On Monday morning we started for Beaucourt at
9 o'clock and on arrival we received our rations for the
day. Here I must mention the food arrangements
which were excellent throughout as was every detail
of the organization, and the greatest credit is due to
all who were responsible for this gigantic task.
Arrangements had been made previously for cars
to be ready to take those who wanted to make journeys
to cemeteries within easy distance, and as I spent the
day in this way I cannot give a first hand account of
what was seen at Beaucourt.
Newfoundland Park, an area of about 500 acres,
the Memorial to the Newfoundlanders who fell, has been
left in the condition in which it was found and here,
those who fought in France were reminded vividly of
the old days. On retracing their steps to Beaucourt
station, the pilgrims passed the Thiepval Ridge where
there was so much of interest to be seen, including the
Memorial to the 36th Division (Ulster Division).
That night in Douai we were summoned to the
Town Hall where the Mayor and others gave us an
official welcome. After several speeches in French
and English, during which our glasses were kept filled
with champagne, we went into the Main Hall to
a concert given by a Wartime Concert Party. The
intervals between the items were filled with community
singing (old wartime songs) conducted by Captain
Birrell, a past Buff, who from the first to the last was
in splendid form.
On Tuesday we went to Vimy Ridge. Several of
us went by charabanc and in this way saw a good deal
of the country and were able to stop at Lens,
miraculously different from its appearance ten years
ago.

The British Cemetery, Douai.
French Memorial.
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I expect there are few people
who have not seen some British
Cemetery in France or Belgium,
and those who see them cannot
fail to be moved by their beauty
and simplicity. The grass is green
and wellkept and each grave is
planted with roses and other flowers.
Those I visited were in the midst
of cornfields. One truly feels tlicy
are "a corner of a foreign field
which is forever England."
On Wednesday we were up at
5 o'clock and arrived in Ypres
about 8 o'clock. On arrival there
we went to our allotted billets
(schools, Barracks and Convents
which had kindly been put at our
disposal) and bad breakfast. Each
party was then paraded under its
leader and we marched to our
place at the Menin Gate, that
grandest of all memorials dedicated
to the memory of all the missing.
The time of waiting for the service
was spent in singing.
Menin Gate.

The British Legion Standards
and the Divisional signs were all
massed close in front of the gate
and made a wonderful show. The
service was most impressive, the
singing and the splendid address
by
the Archbishop of
York,
but most of all the feeling that all
those numbers of men and women
were thinking the same solemn
thoughts, half sad, half proud.
After the two minutes' silence, the
four buglers, standing on the
rampart wall silhouetted against the
sky, sounded the Last Post and
the ReveiM, at all times strangely
moving, but a hundred times more
so in such a setting.
When this was over and some
had placed wreaths at the base of
the Gate, we marched past the
Prince of Wales, who stood with
Lord Jellicoe, Prince Charles of
Belgium and others on a raised
platform in front of the Cloth
Hall.

The Market Place, Ypres,
shewing ruins of Cloth Hall and new Cathedral not quite finished.
At Vimy again I had a cemetery to visit, so had
not much time to spend oil the famous Ridge, but what
I did see was very interesting. It will be remembered
that a great deal of tunnelling was done here, and
many of the tunnels are left in their original condition
except that they have been strengthened. Relics of
the battlefield have been collected and embedded in
the concrete wall, and the passages are covered with
names of many who foilght there. German gunpits
of concrete are left as they were found when they were
captured, showing in their work the thoroughness of
the German defences. In fact the whole of the Vimy
Ridge forms a good example of modern warfare and
will no doubt be visited as such by succeeding
generations.

We were a motly procession ;
distinguished Generals covered with
medals, old women (many over 70)
who had never been out of England
before, cripples, blind, Nurses,
Belgian Soldiers, and in all we
took 1A hours to march past. The
afternoon was spent in many
different
ways.
Some
visited
cemeteries, others went to Hill 60,
and many looked up old friends
and familiar ' estaminets.'
Ypres has been rebuilt in a
similar style to prewar ; the fine
square is surrounded by gabled
buildings in the old Flemish style.
The old Cloth Hall has been left in
ruins as a perpetual reminder of
the horrors of war, and only the
Cathedral (built on its former site)
is unfinished.
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The Buffs Golfing Society.

P to and including the 23rd September the
following had notified their intention of being
present at the Autumn Meeting to be held at Royal
St. George's on October 17th and 18th :—
MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell.
Brig.Generals R. McDouall and A. J. Whitacre
Allen.
Colonels J. Body and H. Findlay.
Lieut.Colonels J. Crookenden, F. B. Dyne, C. E.
Baynes and L. W. Lucas.
Majors C. K. Black, B. S. Collard, Eric Clarke,
H. S. Hardy, F. S. Reeves, H. E. Ward, F. O. Marchant
and G. Hickman.
Captains V. Newton Moss) W. C. Lamarque, J. V.
Hitchcock, Dampier Palmer and S. Baker.
Lieutenants J. E. King and T. N. Penlington.
Messrs. H. F. Whitfield, O. F. Falk, M. Creswick,
L. B. Watson, A. L. H. Cleland and F. G. C. Weare.
The Hon. Secretary Mil be grateful if those who
have not yet returned their entry forms will do so as
early as possible; especially those desirous of
accommodation at the Guilford Hotel. This has been
a wonderful summer and both Royal St. George's and
Prince's are still attracting large numbers to Sandwich
Bay, so that early application for accommodation is
very necessary.
MATCHES.

On Sunday, 9th September, a match took place
v. Heme Bay when the Society were again most
hospitably entertained. The result was a disastrous
defeat by 12£ matches to 2$, but for a'that it was
a most enjoyable day.
The Buffs G.S.
H. F. Whitfield
R. M. Bourne
W. C. Collins
A. W. Twyman
Lt.Col. Bradley Dyne
...
Capt. J. Hitchcock
Brig.Gen.R.M.McDouall,halved
Major G. Hickman
L. B. Watson
Major B. S. Collard

1
0
0
0
1
0
J
0
0
0

Heme Bay
R. Hooper
E. M. Coates ...
B. A. Groves ...
H. V. Stebbings
S. Marshall
R. 1UU3W
Marshall
H. Millett
F. H. Ayres
E. W. Gill
W. Norris

Total ... 2J

0

Total ... 74

FOURSOMES.

Whitfield and Bourne
Collins and Twyman
Dyne and Hitchcock
McDouall and Hickman
Watson and Collard ...

... 0
0
0
... 0
... 0

Hooper and Coates
Groves and Stebbings
S. Marshall and R. Marshall
Durnford and Ayres ...
GUI and Norris

Total ... 21

Total . ..124

The British Legion Pilgrimage, continuedfrom p. 321.
We left Ypres in the evening for Calais and then
had a perfect moonlight crossing, to complete the
most impressive experience I have ever had. I only
hope this pilgrimage will be repeated in a few years
time to give another 11,000 the opportunity of reviving
the wonderful war spirit, and of joining in a ceremony,
so reverent and heartfelt as the one at the Menin Gate.

NOTE.
Correspondents are particularly requested
to write on one side of the paper only.

T

Mrs. Jones at 'Upat.

WO newcomers to Ranikhet whom we will call
Mr. and Mrs. Jones, also hot from England
(or should I have said ' cold ' ?) and the broad fairways
of the Royal St. George's Golf Course registered great
delight at hearing of "a topping little links at
Upat, just like Sunningdale, or some of these English
courses. Bits of it were likened to Canterbury," so
they heard.
At the first opportunity, off they set in their new
Chevrolet. Round and round the winding, twisting,
corkscrew roads they went, till Mrs. Jones, never a very
good sailor at best, began to grow pale. However,
after about six miles of this agony, the notice " Upat "
pinned to a tree revived their dying ardour and the
Chevrolet ran up a hill to the Club House, outside
which, something resembling a small motor show was
assembled.
Long before the car had stopped, it was surrounded
by a crowd of natives far surpassing the crowd of
caddies that used to greet the Jones' at the summit of
St. Martin's Hill in the early days of the Canterbury
Golf Course. They all shouted and yelled at once:
" Caddie Sahib ?" " Caddie Memsahib '?" " Agie Walla
Memsahib," " Sahib Agie Walla," " Memsahib, Mem
sahib, me very good Agie Walla, very good Agie Mem
sahib," " Me, Me, Me," as though the sound of their
voices might strike pleasure in the Memsahib's
undoubtedly musical ear. Since speech was impossible
the Jones's fought their way out of the car, to be at
once surrounded and swallowed up like famous
cricketers by a mob of autograph collectors.
Mrs. Jones, separated from her Horace, gazed
horrorstruck into a sea of black faces. Little boys Mth
long hair below their shoulders. Grizzly looking old
men; ferocious looking Hillmen whose countenances
petrified the life out of the poor lady. Eventually
she staggered up to her husband, a villainous looking
TTillmfln in tow. " I had to take him," she explained
apologetically. " He had a club in his hand and
I thought he was going to brain me."
Mr. Jones, who had been allowed to select
a comparatively mild looking youth and a small, long
haired Agie Walla, whom Mrs. Jones declared was
a girl, turned his attention to the golf links.
Actually all he could see was a field about the size
of the St. Laiuence Cricket Ground, only undulating
charmingly and surrounded by trees and Khads. In
the distance the Himalayas exhibited their best line
in snows, which even the inartistic Mr. Jones thought
' damn pretty !'
Dotted about all over the field were golfers, a four
some requiring no less than twelve people ; a twosome,
six people, not counting onlookers.
" Perhaps when we get out of this tiny field," said
Mrs. Jones hopefully, still hankering after Sandwich
and open spaces.
"I'am afraid," replied Horace Jones gloomily,
" that this is all the golf course there is, my dear."
" But its 18 holes," gasped his wife. " This would
only fit in three at the very most."
" Well, never mind. Let's get off," said her spouse
and they hurried in their caddie's wake.
" But I can't possibly drive" wailed Mrs. Jones
later. " I shall hill all those people."
" Teek Hoge," growled her caddie and Mrs. Jones,
feeling convinced that she would kill at least two of
the golfers who stood unconcernedly in her path, drove.
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No one seemed to take any notice. Her ball dropped
close to the elbow of a man putting on the 14th brown
and bounded across the road where a stream of. native
grass cutting women were stroUing casually along.
Mrs. Jones and her caddie followed the ball into the
hollow.
" Golie Ata," screamed an Agie Walla. Mrs. Jones
heard simultaneously from four sides, the ' crack,'
' crack,' ' crack,' ' crack,' of four clean hit balls.
Looking to her right she beheld a gentleman above her,
dressed in white, his attitude that of a perfect ' follow
through.' He unwound and gazed anxiously in her
direction. Quickly she looked to the left and there
beheld, above her, a gentleman in shorts who was
waving his club and shouting ' Fore.' She turned
again just in time to see her caddie duck his head as
a ball lipped the hill behind them and sped through the
space where his head had been only a second before.
Mrs. Jones hit her ball. It went straight down the
Khad about quarter of a mile.
Mrs. Jones was footsore and weary ere she reached
it and had beaten it yard by yard up the hill again.
On the brown she met her husband and ran to him,
her obvious delight in the reunion showing that she had
felt the parting keenly.
They putted out and turned to the tee. The scene
looked even more dangerous than it felt. Balls
travelling to their legitimate holes in a legitimate
direction, zimmed over people's heads. One man had
to jump to avoid what looked like a black eye. Then
owing to a number of beginners on the course, many
balls, sliced and pulled, narrowly missed other players.
" Nothing," said Mrs. Jones earnestly, " will make
me play another ball. Take me home Horace."
" Frightfully sorry," shouted a voice from the
Khad as a ball landed at her feet. " Would you mind
driving off ?"
Mrs. Jones in trying to avoid the danger zone
known as ' Hyde Park,' went back to it like a homing
pigeon, hitting a man in front of her, smartly in the
leg.
" I wish you'd look where you're going," he said
tersely.
Mrs. Jones played on. A friend waved to her and
shouted: " Isn't it lovely up here," in a tone of
conviction.
Mrs. Jones trod the pleasant turf, disturbing large
grasshoppers that flew with broad green wings and
wished her fellow men elsewhere. But she gritted
her teeth and played her 18 holes, driving over people's
heads as they putted on different browns and slicing
across the road up and down which Tommies and their
lady friends bumped with swaying knees and flapping
legs on their hired Tats, in a wild and uncomfortable
endeavour to get their ' money's worth.'
She became more used to looking all sides at once
and jumping to avoid a ball driven at her by some
muscular young Christian. "At all events," she said
" If I ever come here again, which I never shall, I shall
engage another caddie." Which just shows how little
she knew about it!
She was destined to play eighteen holes every day
and sometimes, when Horace was free, twice a day.
It did not take her long to realise that guardian angels
(no doubt defunct golfers) were put in charge at Upat
by a special dispensation of providence and also that
her alarming caddie, having found her golf, bag light
to carry and her employment regular, had claimed her
irrevokably for his own. There was no escaping him.
On arrival, there he was, holding her elubs, ready to
start, her Agie Walla beside him.
Mrs. Jones looks on St. George's as very tame now !
K.E.HD.

1st Battalion.

T

HIS time [of jyear is the
slack season, both in the
hills and on the plains. In the
hills rain stops a good many
activities and down in Bareilly
the lack of it—although this is
supposed to be the rainy season—
has driven all who can get off
away. The rest of us pour with
sweat and make the best of it.
Those who know, say that if the
drought continues much longer
the crops will fail and there will
be a famine.
To fall back on the weather
is the last resort of a barren
mind, but having framed out
most other news items, which
will be found elsewhere, there is
little left.

The necessity of advancing by bounds is a tactical
maxim familiar to all, and our Captain Adrian Marshall
has proved himself an apt exponent of the art. A few
months ago he effected a lodgement in that mountain
retreat, Simla. Having consolidated this position,
we now learn that his next bound is to be Rangoon,
where he is going as brigademajor on a four years
appointment.
Captain Marshall must hold the record for long
service in this battalion, having joined it in 1915 and
served almost continuously with it ever since. We
shall all miss him very much, but take this opportunity
to tender our congratulations on his appointment and
wish him all success.
Shooting.
On Tuesday, August 21st, a shooting match was
arranged for the Detachment at Bareilly, which proved
very successful.
Only those who have remained down for a whole
hot weather period will realise how monotonous life is
with the same recreations and amusements day after
day, and anything that varies the monotony is always
popular.
It is only after the rains have broken, or as in this
year, are supposed to have broken, that evening
shooting can take place, owing to the distance of the
range from barracks and the hot walk or rather bicycle
ride there.
It was decided to have a four cornered shoot, with
teams of eight from the Officers, Sergeants, Corporals
and Privates.
The Officers could only raise seven competitors so
L/Cpl. J. Pointer of "B" Company fired for them and
was a very useful substitute.
Refreshments were supplied on the range, but
unfortunately the soft drinks soon gave out and some
unfortunate people had to content themselves with
beer!
It was a foregone conclusion that the Corporals
would win, as they were able to turn out a very strong
team, fifty per cent of them usually being chosen to
represent the Battalion in various shooting matches.
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The following practices were fired:—
PRACTICE 1
300 yds. slow. 5 rounds. H.P.S. 20.
PRACTICE 2:—300 yds. Rapid. 5 rounds in 35 seconds.

H.P.S. 20.
Firer standing at the order, rifle unloaded until target appeared.

PRACTICE 3:—200 yds. Snapshooting. 5 rounds. Scoring 4 & 3.

H.P.S. 20.

RESULTS:—

1st: Corporals
2nd: Officers
3rd: Privates
4th: Sergeants

Corporals.
Cpl. Deverson.
Cpl. Jarvis.
Cpl. Coshall.
Cpl. Richardson.
L/Cpl. Broadbridge.
L/Cpl. Followell.
L/Cpi. Ingram.
VCpl. Hudson.
t x Privates.
Pte. Isted.
Pte. Ford.
Pte. Jordan.
Pte. Ash.
Pte. Flisher.
Pte. Stroud.
Pte. Barnes.
Pte. Bishop.

263 points.
230 „
201 „
192 „

....

TEAMS.

Officers.
Major G. F. Hamilton, M.C.
Captain R. J. Tuke.
Captain N. G. Wale.
Lieut. G. L. B. Oliver.
Lieut. A. W. Andrews, D.C.M.
2/Lieut. G. E. F. Oliver.
2/Lieut. Hill.
1,/Cpl. Pointer.
Sergeants.
C.S.M. Farrow.
C.S.M. Beasley.
Sgt. Thomas.
Sgt. Cox.
Sgt. Vale.
Sgt. Brophy.
Sgt. Daisley.
Sgt. Osborne.

N.G.W.

On Tuesday, 28th August, an InterCompany
shoot took place for teams of young soldiers.
Each Company entered one team of twelve
young soldiers, i.e., men of 2£ years service and under
and not above the appointment of LanceCorporal.
Each team was allowed four Marksmen or 1st Class
Shots and of the remainder four had to be 2nd Class
Shots and four 3rd Class Shots.
H.Q. Wing were unable to find enough young
soldiers to make up their team so they had to include
six old soldiers, two of whom were 1st Class Shots and
four 2nd Class Shots.
The. practices fired werfi similar to those fired during
the four cornered shoot held the previous week, but
the time limits for rapid and snapshooting were slightly
increased.
The final issue was in doubt until the last detail of
practice 3 and when the results were published it was
found that C Company won by the close margin of
one point.
RESULTS.

"C" Company
224
" H.Q. Wing
223
"B" Company
.. 205
Prizes were given for the two highest scores in each
class in each practice, also for the three highest
aggregates.
These were as follows :—
PRACTICE 1.

Rank and Name.
(A) 1. Pte. Hobbs
2 Pte SPencer
(B)
Pte. Harland
S™th
?
(C) 1. Pte. Hicks
2. Pte. Senior
2. Pte. Senior

Coy.
"B"
HQ
H.Q.
HQ
<«£>
"C"
"C"

PRACTICE 2 *

Rank and Name. '
1. Pte. Hobbs
2. Pte. Stitson
1. Pte. Edwards
Pte. Barrell
i. Pte. Harris
Pte. Vasev
2. Pte. Senior

PRACTICE 3.

Rank and Name.
(A) 1.
Pte. Spencer
2 J Pte. Beach
' \ Stitson
(B) 1.
Pte. Harland
2.
Pte. Walker
(C) 1.
Pte. Hicks
2.
Pte. Harris

Coy.
H.Q.
"B"
H.Q.
H.Q.
"B"
"C"
"B"

AGGREGATE.

1st: Pte. Harland, H.Q. Wing.
2nd : Pte. Barrell H.Q. Wing.
3rd : Pte. Hicks
"C" Company.

Coy
"B"
HO
"B°'
H.O.
''B
"C"
"C"
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It is hoped that more competitions for young
soldiers run on similar lines will be held during
September and October as a distinct improvement was
noticed in the shooting during the latter stages of this
competition, which showed that with more regular
practice in firing ball, the percentage of 2nd and 3rd
class shots next year should be much smaller than
in previous years.
Regimental Football.
We are busy getting a team together for the Durand
Cup to be held at Simla in September. The team at
Ranikhet put up a very good show, as previously
notified, and we hope to do a little better at Simia this
year.
Several players have come from Ranikhet to
Bareilly for trial games and the first trial teams were
as follows:—
PROBABLES.—Pte. Pryor ("D") ; L/Cpl. Williams
{"C"), Pte. Vasey ("C") ; Pte. A. Morris ("B"), Pte.
Lenton ("C"), L/Cpl. Edwards ("C") ; Pte. Foreman
("B"), Pte. Brawn ("B"), Pte. Long ("D"), Pte.
Newbury ("D"), L/Cpl.*Ingram ("B"); THE REST L/Cpl.
Bartlett ("D"), Pte. Liddle ("B"), Pte. Lawson ("B ),
Pte. Elgie ("B"), Pte. Bing (H.Q.), L/Cpl. Bartlett
("C", L/Cpl. Stocker ("D"), Dmr. Smith (H.Q.) ; Pte.
Barnes ("B"), Pte. Lennard ("B") ; Cpl. Jarvis
(H.Q.).
We played the R.A. on the 16th and won 3—0.
The team was as follows:—Pte. Pryor ("D" ; L/Cpl.
Williams ("C"), Pte. Vasey ("C") ; Pte. A. Morris
("B"), Pte. Lenton ("C"), Dmr. Smith (H.Q.) ; Pte.
Foreman ("B"), L/Cpl. Stocker ("D"), Pte. Long
("D"), L/Cpl. Edwards ("C"), Pte. Newbury ("D").
Pryor had little to do in goal, but shows that he is
a good keeper. The backs played well, especially
L/Cpl. Williams. Lenton did well at centrehalf,
feeding his forwards well. Dmr. Smith tries hard, but
balloons the ball too much. Morris works very hard
but is a little erratic. The forwards combined well,
L/Cpl. Edwards especially doing well and scoring two
good goals. Stocker does not seem to fit in the forward
fine, being really a halfback. Others likely for a place
are L/Cpl. Ingram and Pte. Lawson, "B" Company,
and Pte. Bing, H.Q. Pte. Brawn was a possible, but
is due for U.K. Pte. Home, our regular goalkeeper,
is on leave at Murree and we hope that he will be able
to go to Simla. Pte. Turner, our old statuat, is at
.Ranikhet and we may have the luck to get him down.
It is not sure if he will be on the first boat for U.K.
yet, but it will be a great asset to have him in the team.
He has been the mainstay for our Battalion team for
years now and will be a great loss to the Regiment on
his departure to U.K. shortly. Further trials are to
take place and notes will be forwarded for insertion
in next month's Dragon.
A.T.F.
Sergeants' Mess.
A few Dragons ago a certain person mentioned in
the current number of " St. George's Aversion " that
the Expert Correspondent of the Mess was away at
Ranikhet. Praise is very cheap when you want a job
done for you and so the socalled expert is about to
swallow the compliment with a couple of grains of salt
and get down to the job of making a few notes without
a subject.
Having just returned from the Hills I am afraid
that I have missed all that happened before the change
over took place, but by virtue of keeping my ears
open a little I have gleaned a few points worthy of
report.
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The first concerns a certain Billiards Match held
in the Mess in connection with the annual Billiards
tournament. The whispers tell me that a certain
C.S.M.I.M. managed to win the Billiards Cup by virtue
of good play alone ? Older soldiers than I say that
this has never been done before in this Mess!
Champions galore fell before his mighty strokes with
the cue, Champion of Gibraltar, Champion of the Mess
for TWO years in succession. Champion of the Private
Cue all fail to stand against his mighty prowess. It is
even said that a certain member also lost a little side
bet on the match, but forgive me if I am wrong as I was
not there. Perhaps if I had been, the tale of the match
would have been different and I might have had my
name on the Cup this year !
Since returning from the Hills we have been doing
a little in the way of entertainment.
Three Tennisathomes have been held and at each
we have been very successful. The first was against
the combined members of The Royal Artillery and
Staff and Departments on our courts and a very
successful afternoon and evening was spent. Tea was
served in the Mess and after tea we adjourned to the
courts where a very pleasant couple of hours was
spent. We managed to defeat our visitors owing to
the very splendid show put up by our caterer, Joe
Goss, on the tea table; he put such an abundance of
food that our visitors were unable to play. As the
Mess is so small at present owing to Headquarters and
two companies being up at the Hills, only five of our
members were able to turn out to play, but that was
sufficient, and when the social part of the evening came
round all our members turned out except those
" unavoidably detained on Duty."
Our second splash was against the Corporals of the
Garrison and again we were able to acquit ourselves
with credit. An excellent evening was spent in the
Mess and the most unpopular man in the Mess was
the President when he called time. Everybody said
that it was the most pleasant evening spent in the
Mess and I am inclined to agree with them, especially
Tom Vale.
Our next turn out was against the Sergeants'
Mess of the R.A.S.C. on their courts, and here again
a very pleasant afternoon and evening was spent.
As a break in the usual monotony we had a visit
from a jolly good revue company who style themselves
"The Dick Norton's Revue Company "a few days
ago and they so endeared themselves to certain
members of the Mess that nothing would satisfy them
but that they should go down to the station and bid
them goodbye when they left. What a farewell!
Who tried to stop the train ? Who wanted to go with
them to Lucknow ? What was the attraction in the
first class carriage ? Who lost the Bag ? and a few
others.
Rumour has it that there was a Sergeants' Mess
meeting held on the station, but rumour is often false.
Even as I try to fill up a sheet with these notes the
members of the Mess are leaving to take part
in a billiards match with some friends at the East
Indian Railway Institute and were it not for the fact
that the SubEditor will be asking the why and where
fore if these notes are not on his table when he arrives
in the morning I would be there myself, but that is the
result of being a youngster in this Mess of Old Soldiers.
Talking of Old Soldiers reminds me that we lose four
and possibly five of our members this trooper.
C.Q.M.S. Lane (to whom we offer our con
gratulations on the birth of a bonny hoy) leaves us to
go to pension, Sgt. (Skiber) Cox, Waxey Blake and
McLean have already appeared in orders for

the trooper, whilst Sgt. A. Larkin and the present
scribe have visions of issuing a few words of command
on the Depot Square before very long, but there is
many a slip between the cup and the passage on the
boat so we will wait and hope for the best.
Whilst Skiber is waiting he is filling in his time as
Garrison Provost Sergeant, and he can often be seen
walking around barracks with a gun under his arm,
trying to develop a warder's walk and look.
Sgt. Robinson has left us to join the Indian
Ordnance Department and I think it has already been
mentioned that Sgt. Hancock has gone to the Auxiliary
Force as an instructor.
Sergeants come and Sergeants go and following
that rule I am hoping that the next lot of notes will
bear a different number than
8747.
"A" Company.
The middle of July saw our departure frbm Bareilly
for our three months tour of duty in the Kumaon Hills.
This train and lorry journey was accomplished without
mishap, but at times the occupants of the lorries were
treated to some thrilling sensations by encountering
a number of landslides which had resulted from the
recent heavy rains that had fallen between Kathgodam
and Ranikhet.
We quickly settled down amongst our new
surroundings and the \ general opinion expresses
approval of our present site; this approval no doubt
arises from the fact that this year we are more centrally
placed in connection with the position of the Depot
Institutes and Football Ground, etc., and thus we
manage to dodge a great deal of the Khud climbing
" exercise " which fell to us last year.
Our neighbours comprise H.Q. Wing and "D" Coy.
of our own battalion, a * large detachment of the
Gloucesters, one company of the Dorsets and the 3rd
Div. Royal Corps of Signals. With this variety of units
we of the company are all hoping to find a good
opportunity of exercising our sporting abilities. Our
greatest handicap in this matter is the lack of grounds,
there being only one ground for the whole of the Depot.
Organised events have been arranged in the matter
of a Football League, an interunit boxing contest
and a cross country run, the results up to date being
shown at the end of these notes.
Prior to leaving Bareilly we were able to play
another game of Rugby against the remainder of the
Garrison and again we proved ourselves to be the
superior team by leaving the final score at 6—3 points.
Hodkin and Cole secured our two tries in this game.
We did not expect to be able to carry on with this
sport at Ranikhet, but circumstances have altered since
last year and we find now that Rugby has the same
amount of scope as Football. This alteration is no
doubt due to the fact that the detachment of
Gloucesters are real enthusiastic over the game and
are incidentally " hot dogs." The company team were
only too pleased to oppose themselves to a regiment
that is credited with Rugby fame throughout India
so as to determine our proper standard of play.
Against teams from our own battalion we usually prove
the victors, but there is a possibility of the remainder
being somewhat slack, hence our eagerness to play some
outsiders.
In lieu of the P.T. parade we find our Rugby and
Football teams fully engaged with practice work and
in this respect full support is given by our worthy
Company Commander and Mr. Craig, the latter proving
himself to be a useful addition to the " pack."
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Our first encounter with the Gloucesters resulted in
a game of even merits, but after a hard tussle, Turner
managed to cross the line and obtain the only try of
the game! This was increased to 5 points by Hodkin
and thus the game finished
in our favour 5—0
points.
From Rugby we go to Football and meet some
more of our neighbours, the first being the R.C.O.S
This game finished up a draw, 2—2, but a little more
unison amongst our team might have increased our
lead. In this game the netting was done by Young
and Parker.
Our next is a Football match with "D" Company
of our own battalion and here we suffered defeat to the
extent of 2—1 goals. Our goal was scored by Hodkin,
who incidentally is an old " timer " being given a fresh
trial in the team.
A score of 4—2 goals in our favour was the result
of a game in which the Staff and Departmental were
our opponents, the good work in this case being carried
out by McLean (2), Parker and Curtis.
All these matches have been friendlies and now we
come to our first encounter in the League, meeting
"A" Company of the Dorsets. In this game a little
effort on our behalf might have lessened the opposing
side's score instead of allowing them to walk away with
the score of 3—2 goals. Our goals were obtained by
McLean and Young.
Our next match was against the Gloucesters and
here the results were more in our favour, the final
placing being 3—0 for us. For this match the
team had been reorganised and L/Cpl. West gave signs
of a big improvement in the forward line, being
responsible for two of the goals and Bartley for the
other.
In the game with "D" Coy. of our own battalion
we missed several good chances and thus we witnessed
defeat by the narrow margin of 1—0 goals.
A friendly game of Rugby against the Dorsets
concludes my list of sporting events for this month.
This proved to be a very mild game for both sides and
we managed to keep our pecker up by finishing the
game with a score of 6—3 points. Hodkin gained the
two tries.
We are shortly leaving for a place named
Hawalbagh for the purpose of carrying out training in
Mountain Warfare and for a detailed description of
this move and place the reader must be content to see
anon.
QUARTERGUARD.

H.Q. Wing.
There is not much news this month owing to the fact that half the
Wing are up on the " Hills," the Band and Drums and "H.Q." Staff
of No. 3 Group being the lucky ones. Nevertheless, we managed to
turn out a team which beat "C" Company twice and they fancied their
chance with our full Company team. What vain hopes !
Captain Reid has again left us to go on a Small Arms Course at
Pachmari and Lieut. Oliver is once more officiating as O.C. Company
besides being Detachment Adjutant and O.C. Indian Platoon.
Pte. Harris has gone to Kasauli to recuperate after his long and
serious illness where we hope he will soon make a rapid recovery;
also Pte. Ingram, who is down there.
L/Cpl. Hopkins is going on a Pioneers' Course with a view to taking
over PioneerSergeant from Sgt. Louth who goes away shortly. We
wish him every success. L/Cpl. Knapp, the Pioneer Corporal, also
leaves us to take up the appointment of Pioneer Sergeant to the Royal
Fusiliers. We congratulate him on his fortune which has been earned
by dint of hard and well done work.
L/Cpl. Dixey has gone to the Army Signal School, Poona, and will
soon be wearing three stripes on his arm.
L/Sgt. Thomas has just returned from a Machine Gun Course at
Ahmednaggar and has passed very satisfactorily. As we all know,
"D's " are very hard to obtain and are given very sparingly and there is
nothing in between that and a Pass Satisfactorily.
The various games of sport are all recorded in the different Group
Notes so there is no need for me to enlarge on them.
O.S.

CRICKET.
No. 3 GROUP, "H.Q." WING V. ATTACHED SECTION.
Played on 15th July. No. 3 Group won by 44 runs.
No. 3 Group.
Attached Section.
Barrell, c Davis, b Cummins ... 47 Pollard, b Barden
Carter, b Cummins
1 Johnson, c and b Barrell
Bidweil, b Cummins
0 Wead, c and b Barrell
Penfold, b Cummins
12 Patterson, c and b Barden
Ferrell, b Cummins
0 Barden, lbw, b Barrell
Grant, b Cummins
0 Suggers, c and b Barden
Lillywhite, c and b Cummins . 0 Cummins, b Barrell
Brown, c and b Suggers
6 Rogers, c Grant, b Bidweil
Barden, c Barden, b Cummins 16 Cole, c Ferrell, b Barrell
Mummery, not out
3 Gausby, b Penfold
Gilding, run out
1 Biscoe, not out
Extras
1
Extras
Total

87

0
0
3
2
4
5
1
15
7
0
4
2

Total.

43

No. 3 GROUP V. "B" COMPANY.
Played on 19th July. Lost by 2 runs and 2 wickets.
No. 3 Group.
"B" Company.
Cpl.Stocken.c Lawson,b Hobbs 5 Davis, b Barden
Barden, b Hobbs
5 Isted, c Davis, b Barden
Penfold, b Ingram
2 Richardson, b Barrell
Lillywhite, b Hobbs
1 Boseley, c and b Barden
Barrell, c Lawson, b Boseley... 16 Lawson, not out
Pearce, b Hobbs
4 Foreman, b Barrell
Grant, c Lawson, b Ingram
1 Phelan, c Davis, b Barrell
Deveson, b Lawson
7 Hobbs, b Barrell
Ferrell, c Lawson, b Boseley ... 3 Message, st Barrell, b Pearce ..
Davis, not out.
6 Ingram \ nj , t b t
Clowes, c Davis, b Lawson
0 Taylor f ula n01 Dat
Extras
3
Extras

Total..:

51

Total.....

2
4
4
2
17
4
0
2
7
10
52

No. 3 GROUP V. MACHINE GUNNERS 2ND XI.
Played on 23rd July. Won by 7 runs and 2 wickets.
Machine Gunners.
No. 3 Group.
Newell, b Bidweil
3 Gilding, b Bench
6
Clatwortliy, b Bidweil
1 Suggers, b Bench
3
Bench, b Bidweil
6 Penfold, c Tyrrell, b Bench
6
Buchanan, b Barrell
13 Barden, c Butler, b Newell
0
Brabon, b Barden
9 Barrell, not out
41
Tyrrell, b Barden
12 Bidweil,c Clatworthy.b Newell. 0
Butler, c Barrell, b Barden
0 Lillywhite,c Butler,b Buchanan 1
Spencer, c Carter, b Barden .... 0 Clowes, run out
0
Birch, c Carter, b Barden
11 Carter, not out
6
Trimm, not out
0 Mummery 1 ...
,.„f
Jordan, b Barrell
0 Burden
Jd,d not bat
Extras
3
Extras
2
Total

58

Total

65

In this match Ptes. Bidweil and Barden bowled very well indeed,
and the former should with practice, make a very good change bowler.
No. 3 GROUP V. MACHINE GUNNERS.
Played on 1st August. Won by 56 runs.
A'o. 3 Group.
Machine Gunners.
Barrell, c Bing, b Newell
10 Bamford, c Mitchell, b Gilding 0
Barden, c Betts, b Buchanan... 39 Buchanan, b Barrell
0
Mummery, c Bing, b Betts
7 Bench, c Barden, b Gilding
8
Clowes, b Bench
8 Newell, b Gilding
6
Lillywhite, run out
16 Taylor, b Barrell
0
Mitchell, run out
3 Brabon, c and b Barrell
0
Chicken, c Bench, b Newell
1 Betts, c and b Barrell
4
Burden,c Clatworthy.b Newell 12 Yard, c Mitchell, b Gilding
7
Busby, b Newell
1 Bing, b Gilding
6
Gilding, not out
2 Clatwortby, not out
8
Andrews, c and b Bamford
2 Butler, b" Barrell
9
Extras
II
Extras
8
Total

112

Total

56

Pte. Gilding bowled well for No. 3 Group and will be useful in the
future. He lias only just been posted to us.
No. 3 GROUP V. MACHINE GUNNERS.
Played on 6th August. Lost by 10 runs.
A'o. 3 Group.
Machine Gunners.
Barden, b Bamford
2 Newell, b Barden
9
Barrell,c Clatworthy,b Bamford 21 Bench, b Barrell
15
Lillywhite, b Bamford
7 Brabon, c Clowes, b Barden.... 0
Gilding, b Betts
6 Simmons, b Barrell
0
Andrews, b Simmons
1 Bamford, b Barden
5
Busby, b Bamford
2 Cribhen, b Barden
0
Mummery, c and b Bamford
0 Betts, c Gilding, b Barrell
15
Broadbridge, c and b Bamford 2 Clatworthy, not out
9
Clowes, b Simmons
0 Smith, c Gilding, b Barrell
0
Burden, b Bamford
1 Payne, c and b Barrell
0
Trimm, not out
2 Butler, b Barden
0
Extras
7
Extras
8
Total

SI

Total

61
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No. 3 GROUP

V.

SIGNAL SECTION.

Played on 10th August. Won by 12 runs.
No. 3 Group.
Barden, hit wicket
Barrell, run out
McKay, b Stark
Clowes, b Southon
Lillywhite, b Southon
Payne, b Ratcliffe
Trimm, b Baker
Smith, not out
Mummery, b Baker
Busby, b Southon
Andrews, b Baker
Extras

2
0
2
32
22
6
1
8
0
0
2
9

Total

84
No. 3 GROUP

Signals.
Ratcliffe, b Barden
Pitcher, b Barden
Baker, b Barrell
Stark, b Barden
Blanchard, b Barden
Southon, b Barrell
Pitkin, b Barden
Parsons, c McKay, b Barden ..
Offen, run out
Sell, b Barrell
Stitson, not out
Extras

9
3
11
2
0
20
9
1
3
1
0
13

Total
V.

72

SIGNALS.

Played on 13th August. Won by 102 runs.
Signals.
Ratcliffe, b Barrell
Pitkin, c and b Barrell
Blanchard, c and b Barrell
King, b Barrell
Stark, b Barden
Southon, b Barrell
Hall, b Barden
Pilclier, b Barrell
Cobb, c and b Barden
Dibble, not out
Stitson, c and b Barden
Extras

A'o. 3 Group.
Barden, b Stark
Barrell, c King, b Stark
Busby, b Stark
McKay, c and b Stark
Clowes, b Pilcher
'
Lillywhite, b Southon
Gilding, b Pilcher
Gammon, b Blanchard
Mummery, c and b Blanchard
Bench, b Blanchard
Jordan, not out
Extras
:
Total

Total

134
No. 3 GROUP

V.

1
2
0
0
0
11
5
0
5
2
4
2
32

MACHINE GUNNERS.

Played on 15th August.

Lost by 36 runs and 1 wicket.
Machine Gunners. No. 3 Group.
16
Barden, b Bench
15 Bench, b Barrell
15
Barrell, not out
41 Taylor, c Busby, b Barrell
0
Mummery, b Bench
1 Cribben, b Barrell
0
Lillywhite, c Newell,b Bamford 7 Bamford, b Barrell
4
Butler, c Bench, b Simmons.... 7 Betts. b Clowes
Comb, c Taylor, b Simmons
0 Newell, c Lillywhite, b Clowes. 6
Burden, b Simmons
0 Clatworthy.c Barden,b Barrell 10
Gilding, b Betts
0 Bing, c Lillywhite, b Barrell.... 14
35
Clowes, c Newell, b Betts
1 Simmons, not out
5
Busby, b Simmons
1 Brabon, c and b Barrell
4
Smith,c Newell,b Simmons
0 Yard, not out
Extras
2
Extras
3
Total
No. 3 GROUP

Total

76
V.

105

MACHINE GUNNERS 2ND XI.

We had one or two games of cricket, but were not very successful.
Against the Gunners we lost by 57 runs, the scores being Band, 50;
Machine Gunners, 107. The only people to reach double figures were
L/Cpl. Cadman, 14 caught out, and Saunders, 11 caught. Barker
made 9 when he was unfortunately run out.
In a match with "D" Company we lost by 40, the scores being:
Band, 39 and "D" Company, 79. This was a very poor display;
six of the team came out for " ducks " and if it had not have been for
Vincent, who made 29, it would have been an absolute collapse.
We had a friendly billiard match with "D" Company which we also
lost, the scores being as follows :—Band, 455 and "D" Company, 540.
It was for games of 101 up, L/Cpl. Cadman and Bdsmn. Harrison being
the only ones to win their games.

The Drums.
We wish to thank the 2nd Battalion Drums for the' splendid
photograph of the Corps of Drums and we are inclined to be a little
jealous of the honour they have had recently in marching at the head
of the battalion through London. No doubt they all appreciate that
honour to the fullest extent and we only hope that this battalion will
be able to do the same when they return to England. AH the 1st
Battalion Drummers could be seen last Sunday, peering intently
into the picture papers at the Ranikhet Depot Reading Room. Most
of us are old 2nd Battalion Drummers and many of us would like to be
again. However, somebody has to be abroad, and most of the 2nd
have had their turn. But may we all meet again some day and may
those in the 2nd Battalion Drums sign on and enable us to meet them
again. That is, those who have not been abroad and those of us out
here who are uiducky enough to serve over our seven.
We have the " Drums'' of the Dorset Regiment stationed just
above us and we hope soon to get some games between the two corps.
They seem quite a decent lot of fellows and we must admit that they
have a splendid Corps of Drums. After watching them beat retreat,
our lads turned in for voluntary practice in the afternoons, owing to
weapon training in the mornings, and we put up a fairly good show.
Of course our front rank are all young hands and we cannot expect too
much of them. However, everyone concerned was both surprised and
pleased with our show. With a little more practice we should be quite
good.
Congratulations are due to Pte. Taber for winning the C.O.'s Bugle
this month and to Pte. Blissett for winning the Young Hands' Bugle.
Blissett should develop into a good bugler in a few months. Keep
at it, Bliss ! Lieut. Coates is our Adjutant and be is doing his best to
get a good corps of drums, and the drummers are responding in the
true spirit. We shall show some of them up, peach 1
The best of luck to the 2nd Battalion Drums and to Sgt.Drummer
O'Dell, because he works hard with the Drummers and the accounts
in the A Idershol News do him justice.
We hear that we shortly lose some good drummers on the home
establishment. We can honestly assure the 2nd Battalion that they
are good and we hope to get some good men in return. By the way,
when is Cat Whittington and his Dick going to have a basin of the
silver bugle. He used to be good once. Get cracking, Middlesbrough.
Is there anything in the report that the 2nd Battalion won the Alder
shot Drum Competition. If so, congratulations. Now, cheerio 1
till next month.
R.C.T. " 1951."

Played on 18th August., Won by 60 runs.
Machine Guntters.
Smith, c McKay, b Barrell
WHloughby, b Barden
Bing, b Barrell
Bench, hit wicket
Clatworthy, b Barden
Tyrrell, b Barden

Brophy, b Barden
G. Martin, c and b Barden
Payne, not out
Lilley, b Barrell
.Trimm, c Barden, b Barrell
Extras
Total

3
1
2
1
15
8
0
0
0
0
5
5

No. 3 Group.
Barden, b Clatworthy
Barrell, c Bench, b Tyrrell
Lillywhite, b Bench
Gilding, c Clatworthy, b Bench
Clowes, c and b Bench...
Busby, c and b Bench
Mummery, b Bench
McKay, not out
' Blanchard, lbw,b Bench
Burden, c Smith, b Tyrrell
Mitchell, c Martin, b Bench ...
Extras

40

Total

20
50
0
0
14
1
3
1
5
5
0
2

100

The Band.
Before leaving Ranikhet we played our final games of Football in
the Group League, both against the Machine Gunners. In the first
game we were leading by 21 until, five minutes before time, our
opponents were awarded a penalty from which they scored making a
draw of 22. Our goalscorers were Glanfield and Baldwin who scored
direct from a corner kick, the wind taking the ball in thenet, completely
beating the goalie. In the second game we were right oh form and beat
our opponents by 40. Our goalie was unlucky enough to wrench a
muscle of his leg in saving a goal, but pluckily carried on and kept our
end intact. Our scorers were:—Glanfield, 2; Spider Vincent, I,
and Martin, 1.

Signal Section.
During the last month there fiave been quite a few changes in the
Section.
LanceCoiporal Dixey has left us to go to Poona on a tour of duty
and by the time we hear from him we sincerely hope he has got his
three up, as he deserves.
LanceCorporal Baker leaves us in September to go to Poona on an
Army Instructors' Course and we hope that be will follow in Lancc
Corporal Dixey's footsteps and receive a "D," which I am sure he will.
(Good old Joe!)
Sgt. Sharp and LanceCorporal Newman at present are on leave,
but the latters time is nearly up. I am sureSgt. Vale will be glad when
he returns and helps him with the preparations for Classification which
is due to take place on the 13th of October, as at present there is only
himself and a novice here to keep the classes in order.
The Section is taking its part in doing Guards again now and
doing them without a moan.
Last, but not least, comes the Sporting line. The Section has just
recently won an intergroup Football competition, going right through
without losing a match. For this they receive a new ball. We have
won several games of cricket, but am sorry to say we have lost more
than we have won. I will give some of the results farther on.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
How did P. manage to hold a catch in a game of cricket ?
Has F.F. been appointed Hockey Umpire for the Battalion ?
Or does be think we are all Mom and Dad ?
Does W.B. make sports' rules of his own ?
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CRICKET.
SIGNALS

V.

MACHINE GUNNERS.

Signals.
Pte. King, b Reed
4
Pte.Kendall.c Reed.b Bamford 8
Pte. Smith, c Taylor, b Bench 18
Pte. Stark, b Simmons
1
Pte. Blanchard, b Simmons
6
L/Cpl. Baker, c Reed, b Betts. 33
Pte. Stitson, c Brabon, b Bench 4
Pte. Bridgman, b Bamford
Pte. Southon, not out
Pte. Andrews, not out
Ft® Pitkin, did not bat.
Extras
Total.

5
22
6
6

Machine Gunners.
Pte. Taylor, b Kendall
L/Cpl. Newell, b Kendall
Pte. Brabon^ b Southon
L/Cpl. Betts, lbw, b Southon...
L/Cpl. Bamford, b Southon....
Pte. Clatworthy, b Southon
Pte. Simmons, c Stitson, b
Kendall
L/Cpl. Bench, b Southon
L/Cpl. Cribben, b Southon
L/Cpl. Reed, b Kendall
Pte. Butler, not out,
Extras

..113

Total

Bowling:

Southon
Kendall

0
0
2
3
0
4
0
0
0
2
3
3
16

6 for 7
4 for 9

Runs
Auua
Overs. Maidens. Runs. Wickets. Per Wicket.
3
15
0
3
22*5
2
60
3'2
24
1
74
37
26*2
4
70
4*1
513
7
146
39
57
58
1
205
25
5
b*S
113

Name.
Sgt. Sharp
Pte. Hammond
Pte. Stark....;...
Pte. Smith
Pte. Southon
Pte. Kendall
L/Cpl. Baker

CATCHES.

Pte. Southon
Pte. Smith
L/Cpl. Baker
Pte. Leadbeatter
Pte. King
Pte. Stark

14
13
11

7
7
7

C.H.C.M.

"B" Company.
The Company is still in the land of Prickly Heat, but on the whole
the weather has not been too bad despite the lack of rain.
The results of Platoon Games are appended elsewhere and every
night the " Dankers " get busy and run their own shows and there will
be plenty of budding players soon coming along for the Company Team.
We tried our hand at Rugby during the rains and put up a creditable
show against the Signals. We won 3 points to nil. in our first match
and we played them again and won 8 points to 3. Of course we areonly
novices yet, but hope to have a good team later. We miss the services
of Lieut. D. C. Coates, our last year's coach, but 2/Lieut. G. E. F.
Oliver has taken the job of chief adviser and keeps them together
alright.
At Football, the Company beat "C" Company 31 in a friendly.
Goals were scored by Brawn (2) and Liddle (1). We are losing Brawn
and Barnes, two of our best players, and also they will be greatly missed
at all sports.
Comp any Whist Drives have been started and they are held every
week and have proved a success. The results are as follows :—
1st Prize:
2nd Prize:
3rd Prize:

1ST WHIST DRIVE.

L/Cpl. Followell.
Pte. Crick.
L/Cpl. Taylor.

2ND WHIST DRIVE.

1st Prize:
Pte. Nelson. (P.W.V.)
2nd Prize:
Cpl. Stocken.
3rd Prize:
Pte. Isted.
Hidden Numbers : Ptes. Lind and Bottle.
3RD WHIST DRIVE.
1st Prize:
L/Cpl. Lailey.
2nd Prize :
Pte. Isted.
Pte. Woodliatch.
3rd Prize :
Hidden Number : Pte. Groves.
4TH WHIST DRIVE.

1st Prize :
2nd Prize :
3rd Prize :
Hidden Number :

Pte. Harrison.
Pte. W. Martin.
Pte. Jones
Pte. T. Davis.

5TH WHIST DRIVE.

1st Prize:
2nd Prize :
3rd Prize :
Hidden Number :
Boobv:

L/Cpl. Hudson.
Pte. Brabon.
Pte. Tilly.
Pte. Langley.
Pte. Denham.

No. 6 PLATOON'S NOTES.
This month we welcome from the Hills, Ptes. Amos, Flisher and
Tritton ; we hope they enjoyed their short stay up there. Anyway,
they look fit and well. The lastmentioned man is a newcomer to our
Platoon and we hope he will enjoy our society as I am sure that we are
easy to get along with.

The following are leaving us for U.K. in September for transfer to
the Army Reserve:—L/Cpls. Followell and Castle, and Ptes. Barnes,
Burnap, Flisher, Hull and Ovenden. It will be a great loss to the
Platoon when they go away as they all represent the Platoon at sports.
Five of them are regulars on the Football Field and all of them
at Hockey and Cricket, so that means that we have to find another
seven from the young hands: we certainly have some promising
fellows at Football, namely :—L/Cpl. Crouch and Pte. Spencer, and at
Cricket we have the Brothers Davis and Ptes. Moore, Walker and
Martin. We have yet to find some talent at Hockey and we leave
L/Cpl. Boseley to look after the Cricket Team.

FOOTBALL.
We gathered together eleven trusty men of our Platoon to play the
Royal Artillery 2nd Eleven, but owing to a misunderstanding they
turned out nearly a Battery Team. I counted at least five regular
Battery Players and if Morris, our hardworking leftback, had
not played we would have lost by a bigger score than we did. The
team was Groves, Morris, Hull, Followell, Ovenden, Spencer, Crouch,
Gilbert, Bell, Barnes and Patterson. We lost 30.
We played No. 8 Platoon in the Company Shield Match and drew.
This was an excellent game as everybody seemed to be on form in both
teams, each man doing his share and doing it well, and we thank L/Cpl.
Franklin for kindly refereeing. The team was Groves, Morris, Castle,
2/Lieut. G. E. F. Oliver, L/Cpl. Followell, Ptes. Ovenden, Barnes, Hull,
C,S.M. A. Farrow, L/Cpl. Taylor and Pte. Patterson. Draw 22.
(Barnes, 2).
In the replay, which was another good game, there was no score
at halftime and it seemed as if there would be another draw. _ In the
second half, however, we managed to get cracking and from a nice pass
from Elgie to Barnes which he put into the cabbage strainer, we gained
the lead which we kept till the end, although Pte. Brawn nearly
equalised with a good shot from the right. We thank Cpl. Glazier
for doing the necessary with the whistle. The team was:—Groves,
Morris, L/Cpl. Castle, 2/Lieut. G. E. F. Oliver, Ptes. Ovenden, Barnes,
Hull and Flisher, C.S.M. A. Farrow, L/Cpl. Followell and Pte. Elgie.
We played No. 5 Platoon at Cricket and after a good game we lost
by eight runs. We dismissed our opponents for 38 runs, 31 of these
being scored by Pte. Hobbs who is a newcomer to No. 5 Platoon (no
relation to Jack Hobbs), so that speaks well for our bowling and
fielding. Our highest scorers were Barnes and Morris who scored 14
and 10 respectively, our bowlers being L/Cpl. Boseley, Ptes. Barnes and
F. Davis.
We played No. 5 Platoon at Hockey in the Company Shield and
won easily, in fact they never penetrated our defence once, so we ran
out winners to the tune of sixnil. Our team was:—Pte. B. Moore,
Morris, Hull, L/Cpls. Followell and Crouch, Ptes. Ovenden, and Barnes,
2/Lieut. G. E F. Oliver, C.S.M. Farrow, Pte. Patterson and L/Cpl.
Taylor. Goals were scored by:—C.S.M. Farrow, 3; Barnes, 2;
Morris,!.
R.H.

THINGS WE ALREADY KNOW.
Flisher is going Home.
I am going too.
Morris knows every girl in Croydon.

No. 7 PLATOON'S NOTES.
Once again I take up my pen (which is mightier than the sword)
to scribble a few notes about the Platoon's doings.
Last month I described all about our thrilling encounter with No.
6 Platoon in the Football Competition.
We met again on the field and after many narrow shaves at both
goals the final whistle blew, with the score of 10 in our favour, thanks
to our reserve goalkeeper. He put up a good show and saved a penalty
in the approved " Daily Mirror Fashion " which surprised us (and him
too), for I think that he was having " forty winks " when the ball hit
his chest, causing his ribs to rattle to a tune of Swannee.
Well, to cut the cackle and get down to it; we all wish the " Old
'Uns" in the Company the best of luck when they get into Civvie
Street and hope that they will think of the old Company sometimes.
We are now looking forward to the Cricket Competition which the
C.S.M. is holding back for reasons of his own. (All matches are to be
played on the Battalion Ground.—A.T.F.)
As Battalion Headquarters are in the Hills, our gallant C.S.M. is
now acting R.S.M. Just before these Notes were finished he organised
a Detachment Whist Drive which was held in the Gym. and engaged
" Mickey Hunt's " famous dance band, " The Jolly Quartett," to give
the troops a few selections whilst the play was going on and afterwards
a short jazz was held. One could see the " Indies of the Regiment"
going round with their " Bov Friends" and being encored by the
lookerson.
C.E.H.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
When will " Robbo" don his " Civvies " and will he have to be
careful of the " White Ants " ?
' When is Arthur getting spliced and will the BELL ring merrily ?
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No. 8 PLATOON'S NOTES.

Once again it is time for Dragon Notes and the C.S.M. is calling for
them, but as the usual scribe has run short of paper I have been called
upon to do my utmost.
Well, here goes.
_
„
We shall soon be losing some of the old Platoon, Ptes. Walker and
Gower being T.X. and Pte. Brawn has been selected for a Vocational
Course in England. Some say that he is homesick, but one never
knows, does one.
'
.
Cpl. Cook is still in Hospital with a fractured leg which he got whilst
playing Football for his Platoon. Hurry up and come out, Badger
Boy. He was seen on the Battalion Football_Ground the other evening
with his crutches. He even had the audacity to ask if he could do
linesman.
..
,
. .
Sgt. Goss is busy these days swattmg up for his course which he is
going to attend shortly. He will soon be teaching us the mysteries
of the flight of the bullet.
We welcome L/Cpl. Fox to the Platoon and hope he will continue to
keep the old flag flying.

Apologising of a bad stomach after reading these few lines and
beintr
desirous
of
remaining
incognito,
I
must
sign
myself
B


" ONE OF THEM.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Has Walker really a home to go to in Civvie Street ? Some say
Yes
Has Jones taught Flashman the art of paperhanging yet and does
he need Walker's help ?

"G" Company.
Since the last notes for the Company were written we have once
again taken our places upon " The Burning Plains of India.'
Much has been written concerning the moves from the Hills to the
Plains that it'would bore the readers stiff if I were to repeat all concern
ing the move, so I will refrain. Suffice it to say, that after a very
tiring day we all managed to arrive at Bareilly—fedup, but near to
home—the home we shall occupy for another few months only, i.e.,
until we take a " Cook's " trip to Delhi for the Manoeuvres.
Now that we arc here we have managed to settle down fairly well
and the Sports fields are in great demand. At Ranikhet, unfortunately,
we were not able to get in too many games of Football and still less ot
Hockey, but the Lads are making up for that now and every evening
practically all the Company are occupied with some gameor.other,
from " Footer to Swimming" in the small swimming bath that we
have heire^nt wg have no competitions running and so the results of
these matches are of little importance, but it is interesting to record
that up to date we have lost no matches.
The selections for the Battalion Team to proceed to Simla are out
and in the Company we have four representatives, L/Cpl Edwards,
T/Cnl Williams and Ptes. Lenton and Vasey. The last.n9.mea is one
of the recent draft that joined the Battalion whilst the Company was
UD in the Hills and so we have had little opportunity to see what his
play is like, but we trust that there will be no cause to regret the choice.
The other three players are of our old team and we are sure that they
will give a good account of themselves.
,
, ,,
By the time these notes appear in The Dragon another large draft
of TimeExpired N.C.O.'s and Men will have left the Battalion, among
them being twentytwo of the Company.
We shall be very sorry to lose all these men as, without doubt, they
are some of our best soldiers and sportsmen, men who have been with
the Company throughout its travels since it left Shorncliffe m April,
1922. Among them will be Sgt. Cox (Skiber) who has been with us
since the Fermoy days, Pte. Burt (Beetle) our Company storcman,
Cpl. Coshall, our Regimental Goalkeeper at Hockey, C.Q.M.S. (Perce)
Lane, our respected "QuarterBloke" and many other Company
n0tLooking around the Company Roll, we find that there is now only
one in the Company who was with the Battalion when we reformed in
Ireland in September, 1919, who has been with the Company the whole
time. We contemplate giving liim a special medal when he leaves tne
Company to its own resources, or a nice stone. _
In addition to Sport, we are busy getting the Casuals up to scratch
for their annual course and also putting a few N.C.O. s and Men through
a Section Leaders' Course so as to have a few reserves when the draft
takes a few of our older LanceCorporals away from us. _
As a result of a recent course, Privates Belcher, Griggs, Goldsack,
Durrant and Haymen have been raised to the Peerage and the con
gratulations of the Company are respectfully rendered to them.
Oh
Marshall! Wave thy Baton."
Rumour has it that yet another wellknown character of the
Company will shortly be leaving us to investigate the mysteries of the
" Bell Harry " but rumour was ever a lying jade and so we are follow
ing the advice of a certain wellknown statesman and Waiting and
taking an occasional Dekko."
. ..
It is with regret that in my notes this month I have to record the
death of yet another member of our Company. Pte. Garstang, who
joined us with the first of this year's drafts was taken " Seriously 111
just before we left Ranikhet to proceed to Bareilly and we had to leave
him in hospital there. A fortnight after we had returned we had a
telegram to Jay that he had died of Dysentery. He was given the last
honours by The Buffs now in Ranikhet. We are all sorry to lose
Garstang—a good clean Soldier and to his relatives we have regret
fully tendered our condolences.
8747.

2nd Battalion.

S

USSEX, being such a close
neighbour of our country,
and having therefore strong ties of
similarity in race dialect, scenery
and customs has always had a warm
corner in our hearts; so we felt
as we marched from Aldershot on
August 30th as though we were
going a step nearer home. Nor
were we mistaken, for Sussex has
extended true Kent hospitality to
us in a way that has done much to
dissipate the accumulated fatigue
of these strenuous manoeuvres.
The latter half of August was
 spent mainly in getting fit for this
^
visit, and the outward march was
4 Jn accomplished in two easy stages,
,,raa> the night of the 30th being spent
at Oxney Farm Staging Camp near
Bordon, where we had our first intimation of the
probable night conditions for the month of September !
The 5th Infantry Brigade group marched into
Cowdray Park at about 4 o'clock on the afternoon of
the 31st, amid the admiring and awestruck crowds of
villagers and townsmen from Eastbourne and Midhurst.
The Band and Drums of the Battalion, by the way,
were the only ones to play the whole way out without
missing a step or beat from Blenheim Barracks to the
camp.
It can be said without hesitation that a prettier site
for a camp could not have been chosen, but there have
been many comments on the slope of the ground and
the numerous ant hills. (One officer is reported as
having had to be picketed down to prevent him sliding
off his bed feet first!). There have been more sprained
ankles than sore feet and football has caused mote
casualties than marching.
The main features of Cowdray Park are its
wonderful trees and herds of fallow deer. The
magnificent chestnut avenue that forms the camp
road is supposed to be the finest in the world and the
deer are undoubtedly a fine sight by day. It is at
night, however, that sounds of stamping and crashing
are heard in the lines, mingled with the imprecations
of the Quarter Master and SergeantMasterCook, as
antlers are found damaging tents (C.S.I/.) and potatoes
disappear from the cookhouse. There have been
threats of converting " deer, male, fallow, complete
with antlers pairs, one " into " Venison, dressed, lbs.
net, 19 " if this continues.
The weather is delightful and we could wish for
nothing better. This, coupled with the peaceful repose
offered by charming old world Midhurst on spare
evenings, has certainly made manoeuvres more pleasant
than last year.
Notes of the Month.
We were honoured on Wednesday, September 12th,
by a visit from General LyndenBell, who was driven
over from Sevenoaks by Major Field and Capt. Howe.
He said he had been following the operations with
great interest and was very pleased with the camp.
Before leaving, he presented the Mess with a large
bunch of white and purple heather from his garden.
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On Sunday, 16th, he brought Lady LyndenBell
and Miss LyndenBell with him and there was quite
a flavour of Cricket Week about when the massed
bands of the brigade, under Mr. C. B. Hewitt, played
outisde the Mess Tent before a distinguished gathering
including Lord and Lady Cowdray, Brigadier W. W.
PittTaylor, Mrs. Guy Lee and Mrs. Dare.
We are very grateful to Lord Cowdray for allowing
us to play on his links and use his tennis courts,
several officers also dined at Cowdray House.
We are most indebted to Captain Child who
motored over from Worthing to stock the Mess
with fruit and flowers and greeting the Battalion on
its arrival.
Captain E. H. Allen has left us for a tour in W.
Africa and Capt. Wilson taken over his command.
We would value an account of his doings there, if he
can spare us the time to write.

An incident on the Past and Present Outing to
Bognor the other day from camp: sounds of the
strains of the Regimental March being whistled along
the front were heard by a party of " excursionists "
who tracked them down and discovered an old 5th
Battalion officer, Mr. Blomfield, who wished to be
remembered to all.
The advance party who came to prepare the camp
found that Midhurst's cinema was showing as its ' star '
attraction " The Presentation of Colours to the 2nd
Battalion The Buffs."
The Past and Present Association, 2nd Battalion
Branch, ran an outing to Bognor on September 1st.
This was a great success and all ranks enjoyed them
selves very much. A good start for manoeuvres!
Divisional Training.
The Battalion settled down in Camp remarkably
quickly and was quite ready for the first operation on
September 3rd. Starting at 7 a.m. we marched to
a position south of Petworth on Barlavington Down
and Farm Hill (over 700 feet) where we took up a
defensive position. The enemy attack came just
before dawn next day and despite his multitudes of
tanks he was driven off decisively. Having had break
fast at the foot of the Downs, we reached barracks
about midday, having done about 25 miles.
On the 6th after a 7.30 a.m. start we marched
ten miles before we met resistance to our plan to cut
enemy communications, but then we found ourselves
up against superior force : however, by a carefully
concealed withdrawal we got clear and, with a rapid
march, found an unguarded bridge which, under the
attentions of the R.E. did not remain a bridge very
long. This operation was about 30 miles marching for
most troops.
In the next week training was to become more
strenuous still. On the Monday we were opposed by
a force which outnumbered us by more than two to
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one and the Brigade was outflanked completely. An
armistice of one hour allowed the trapped ones to make
a detour through the enemy lines and come up smiling
again for a dawn attack, which, however, did not come
off. The Battalion, which was greatly split up owing
to its enormous front, marched about 35 miles.
The final scheme was longer and more tiring than
any of the others and culminated in the attack and
capture of Bignor Hill, which rises nearly 750 feet
sheer from the Weald. As the sun rose <?ver the Downs
to thaw the chilly mist, the hill presented a magnificent
sight, but the battle waged for an hour and a half in
other parts before the cease fire blew. The descent
to Bignor where the cookers were was, it is thought,
accomplished in record time by all ranks, thus
completing the final scheme of Divisional Training,
which by the time the Battalion arrived in camp, had
meant the best part of 40 miles to all concerned.

One most pleasant and surprising incident occurred
at Bignor when we discovered that the chief resident
was an old Buff—Captain Tupper—who served in the
7th Battalion during the latter half of the War. He
generously invited some officers to his house and after
wards visited Battalion H.Q. which was quartered in
one of his barns. Truly an amazing coincidence !

SPORT.

We have found time, in spite of training, to
complete two knockout competitions in Sixaside
Football and Basket Ball. These have been most
exciting owing to the lumpy nature of the ground and
the improvised equipment. I append the results and
may mention that the semifinal between Officers and
H.Q. 4 required three lots of extra time each way
before a result ensued !

BASKET BALL.
1st Rd.
H.Q. 2
H.Q. 7
H.Q. 3
Officers
M.G. 3
"C" 1

2nd Rd.

3rd.
Officers
Officers

"B" 1

"C" 4
H.Q. 8
M.G. 1
"C" 2
H.Q. 4
H.Q. 6

} Officers
r H.Q. 4
H.Q. 4
Officers
won
3—2.
M.G. 4
M.G. 4
r sgts.

"B" 4.
"A" 2
'B" 4
"B" 4
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SIXASIDE FOOTBALL.

"A" 1
M.G. 2
"A" 4
H.Q. 4
H.Q. 7
"C" 2
Sgts.

i} ": }

M.G. 2 J M.G. 2
.,V 4 J

"B" 1 } Sgts.
H.Q. 3 } H.Q. 3
"B" 3
H.Q. 1
"A" 3 J. H.Q.
H.Q. 1
"C" 4 |M.G. 7 K
M.G. 7
H.Q. 2 } H.Q. 2 j H.Q. 2
M.G. 8
H.Q. 8 1 H.Q. 8 1
M.G. 3
M.G. 6|
"0" 1
j "C" 1
"C" 1
H.Q. 9
H.Q. 9
M.G. 5
M.G. 1
M.G

Officers
M.G. 4
M.G. 4
"B" 2
M.C. 4
H.Q. 6
"A" 2
M.G. 3 \ M.G. 9 1
M.G. 9
"B" 4 L H.Q. 5 / H Q
H.Q. 5

!::}

i
I }

Sgts.

Sgts.

H.Q. 1
H.Q. 1
R "C" 1
"C" 1
"C" 1

Sergeants' Mess.
During the last month things have been very quiet
owing to Divisional Training; but before I proceed to
describe the events, I must rectify an omission from
the previous month's notes, that is the promotion to
Sergeant of L/Sgt. Annan and the appointment to
paid LanceSergeant of Corporal L. E. Baker. We
congratulate both of them on their wellmerited stepup
and heartily welcome L/Sgt. Baker as a new member
of the Mess.
Since the last issue we have lost Sergeant Jones
(Arthur Victor) who has been discharged to pension.
We all unite in wishing him the very best of luck in
civilian life, and as the R.S.M. said when making
a small present to Sgt. Jones, if ever he is in need of
help, all he has to do is to apply to the Mess. But m
spite of this offer, we sincerely hope that the occasion
will never arise when he will have to appeal to us.
As he underwent a Vocational Training Course in boot
repairing, it is very probable that by now he is
in regular employment, if not actually working on his
own.
We shall soon be losing another member, by name
Amos, sometimes known as " Alf " or " Tank," but
more about him anon, when the time comes.
We are now taking part in Divisional manoeuvres
and on the 17th September we commence on what is
called " InterDivisional Manoeuvres," but by the time
this appears in print it will all be over and those of us
who are not on annual furlough will be safely ensconced
in our favourite niches in Blenheim Barracks,
Aldershot, once again. This wonderful effort we are
at present engaged upon commenced by marching
from Barracks to Oxney Staging Camp, Bordon, on
30th August and another march from there to Cowdray
Park, Midhurst, Sussex, on August 31st, from which
place we have proceeded on divers occasions in an
attempt to wear away some of the South Downs. Our
first introduction to the wonderful scenery about here
occurred on Monday, 3rd September, when we hadto
negotiate a small incline called Duncton Hill, which
has a gradient of 1 in 7, and is about threequarters of
a mile in length. It was a teaser, more especially as
the sun was shining at full strength. We have enjoyed
the very best of weather during our period in this
camp, with the exception of Sunday, 9th September,

when we had a visitation of rain, which came down in
" bucketsful " as the saying goes. To make matters
worse, several of our members' very much better halves
decided to make a visit to camp on that day, with,
I am afraid, a nasty cold as a result. It was impossible
to keep dry, as the water ran through the tents in
rivers and the canvas being so dry, promptly allowed
the water through. Still, we all have little things like
that sent to worry us and to remind us that we cannot
have perpetual summer.
To cut a long story short, the majority of the
Battalion are saying " Roll on when Manoeuvres are
finished with," but it is whispered that next year we
shall have a more trying time with Army Manoeuvres.
We must hope for the best!
Our camp is situated in the Cowdray Park Estate
and just at the back there is a private Golf Course,
whilst at the front runs a wonderful chestnut drive,
the trees of which have tremendous girths and must
be very ancient. We are frequently visited by .herds
of deer which roam around at will, and take the
slightest opportunity of entering camp in search of
food other than their natural grass, etc. At times
one or more become entangled in tent ropes, sometimes
breaking their legs, when they have to be killed. If
they manage to get free, some of the tent ropes
generally go with them, which is not at all comfortable
for the occupants. However, the best of things must
come to an end and we are shortly leaving this
beautiful scenery for the more common landscape of
Aldershot and Farnborough. I have not attempted
to give much description of Cowdray Park, as I am
positive a more able mind has given it every
consideration in some other column.
Our Pioneer Sergeant has apparently enjoyed
himself in camp, as he has now discovered how to
convert Macaroni into Spaghetti! The accent, by the
way, according to him, is on the SPAR. He is the man
who suggested that a Toreador who could not deliver
the fatal thrust should try it on a cube 6f Oxo ! 
As time is short I am obliged to close these notes
for this trip, but that we may have quite a lot
to contribute next month for the good old Magazine
is the sincerest wish of
FATHER PENNIBS.

P S.—One of our members has recently commenced
to grow a pair of wings, so we have got to rename
him. Archangel Gabriel has been suggested, but
it does not seem good enough for us. Can any
reader suggest something ? Suggestions should
be sent to Box 123456 a, c/o The Editor.
Machine Gun Company.
To continue where we left off last month. All ranks having com
pleted their leave, preparations were made for the move to the
manoeuvre area. Everything went well and the march proved easier
than was anticipated owing, perhaps, to the series of route marches,
four of which everybody had to attend. We arrived to find our camp
very pleasantly situated. Quite a new sight to most was, perhaps,,
the herds of deer which graze around the camp and even approach
our tents. The glorious weather has made things a lot easier and had
it been otherwise some of us would never have survived the strenuous
training which is now nearly over. On days on which the Battalion
is in camp, the R.S.M. has staged a knockout series of sixaside foot
ball, netball, quoits, etc., and these have proved very popular. This,
of course, leaves us little time for intercompany games for which we
had hoped.
As stated in last month's notes, our Captain has sailed for West
Africa. We should liked to have given him a hearty sendoff, but
manoeuvres prevented this. We shall however, be able to bid fare
well to the Company's share of the draft (Sgts. Petley and Curtiss and
Ptes. Morris (Biscuits) and Wickenden) as they will not go before we
return. We hope they enjoyed their last leave in England.
We take this opportunity of congratulating Cpl. Riley on the birth
of a son and heir. (May all your troubles be little ones, Shack).
Congratulations are also due to L/Cpl. King on recently passing his
promotion examination.
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„„ *£ Bru" enjoying a Small Arms Course at Hythe while we are
PS UP 016 Dame °f 1116 ComPany by return
ing twth^'DV"C
 „ Owpg to our shortage of Officers we have been " lent" Lieut. Cass
/o^gw then he is really one of us. We shall be very sorry to
rhnr^?, Watson who is going to the Depot and shall welcome L/Sgt.
take his place (J am sure he will be very popular.
I knoThimf°
beSe
.be the only notes for two months as the Company is
cwJF
sweating on going on furlough during October.
11
V? niembers of the Company please pass on to the Company
Correspondent any news received from old members of the
Gunners; also any other item of general interest, to brighten
up our Dragon notes.


GUARDSMAN.

The Band.
My first duty is to apologise for the absence of Band Notes in last
month s number of The Dragon. We happened to be on a few days'
S
dUC' S°1 mUSt condense both months' news
iffioethLseDnot«i
,ntZf j™* finished our tour of engagements for the season. I did
t
oiSIi
description of the towns we have visited, but
La® ab) d ®Pace will not admit. I have, however, added a list of the
places at which we have played, with just a few notes:—
7tH T° 13th ^y'Trhis
the first time we have visited
Brig, ton, and we are engaged to play there again next year.
PAIGNTON, 25TH JUNE TO 8TH JULY.—I have already written about
our engagement at this Devonshire town. It was our third year at
Paignton and we hope to be able to visit the Town again soon.
HERNE BAY, 9TH JULY TO 5TH AUGUST.—As usual, we are alwavs
Herae Bay. No doubt all our readers read with a certain
amount of pleasure, the letter which was sent to our Commanding
townsm^a. of Heme Bay, in the August issue of
Th^Draeon
i tie Dragon. Nwi'
There is 110 need
to say more.
,. C,^ERBURY CRICKET WEEK, 6TH TO 10TH AUGUST.—Once more
ClL,. y!2r' we h?ve Piayed at the County Cricket Week, and we
hope to be there again next year. During the time we were therewe
played on the Dane John four times to crowded audiences.
GREAT YARMOUTO, 18TK TO 26TH AUGUST.—The first time we
have played at this town. I understand that we have already received
bookings for next season. This fact speaks for itself.
That is a very brief review of our season's tour. We have played
at Alexandra Palace several times, and have a booking for October
ana November.
We are now getting to the end of our Divisional Training Period at
Cowdray Park. I shall not say much about this business, as all the
news of importance will have appeared in our editorial column. The
Band as usual, supplied the stretcher bearers, and the Acting Bands
men went to the AntiTank Section. We are now detailed as Rear
Party to the Battalion so I hope to have more news for our readers in
the October issue.
" FATHER CROTCHETS."

The Drums.
Here we are again, still " King of the Roads."
We are having quite a lot of Sport although we are on Manoeuvres
There is Sixa^Side Football and BasketBail and we are waiting for
Rounders and TugofWar but I do not suppose we shall be able to get
cracking with the lastnamed as we start a threeday stunt on Monday.
We have not shone m the way of Sport although we have tried our best
We have had our last team eliminated from the SixaSide Footer,
but we might stand a chance in the Basket Ball Competition.
 ~ ,re *> ad to welcome back to the Clan one of the " old brigade "
J? J* TflI,ch~r We were Siad to see two old faces amongst us at
Cowdray Park Camp ; they were, Major Field and Capt. Howe.
to .meation to you where our Footb.aU Ground
was situated. WeU, it is in the heart of " Ant City " and it is an
industrious though mountainous, stretch of land, surrounded during
the hours of activity by a large population of ekcited Buffs who are a
source of constant worry to the original citizens of " Ant Citv." WeU,
I cannot tell you much about the exercises because I am one of the
fortunate ones. The country around is simply beautiful, save for the
esPeaalIyin these warm days we are having at present
There is a lovely ruin of old Cowdray Castle, but I am sorry I can
not enlighten you with any of its history. It is a large and stately
site with an old kitchen containing a long heavv wooden table, also a
round one, around which the Knights of old used to sit. There is also
the old large open fireplaces where the ox used to be roasted, which aU
?mterest of the place, which, by the way, is worth seeing.
AU the lads, including myself, are looking forward to a month's
leave somewhere around the region of October. One much of this
Editorial work is enonch, but when one gets too much, it is three much
so I think it is tune I desisted. (Cheers).

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Why did the C.Q.M.S. tell Tim to use an Armv Razor ? Was it
his task, or was it the arrival of Young Tim ?
When is Granny going to be spUced ?
T Whywas °ur SergeantDrummer looking through the Honours
List. Was it for the Drum Major ? And is there any monetary
value to the title ?
Is Dusty going on a Course and why ?
Why do we have soup for dinner one day and stew another ?
(-Signed) NAVONOD, 1819.
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CONGRATULATIONS.

We offer our best " Congrats." to Dr. Tim PUcher on the birth of a
son and we hope all your chUdren are (" little ones ").

Signallers' Notes.
Lomo calling! Sigs. Buff I. We will now broadcast the news
of the past month. It has been boUcd up so much that we doubt
whether there is any strength left in it, but we wUl live in hopes even
if we do die in despair, hoping also that the electrical energy left wiU
aUow us to complete our call.
We fired our Annual Musketry Course with the " August
»
which finished on the 24th, just in time to permit the majority of the
Section to perform on the last two route marches prior to our departure
for Divisional Training. The results of the course, I must say were
exceptionally good, as we now have 14 Marksmen, 1st Class Shots,
2nd Class Shots and only 2 Bungs, which makes the Section average
pretty good.
Our march to Cowdray Park Camp was a good one, doing 12 mil;
the first day and 15 the second. The second day was the most interest
ing of the two, as one obtained some of the most delightful views of
the pretty County of Sussex, even to the hills over which the Training
was to take place, but I am afraid everybody was not in the mood to
appreciate the beautiful scenery.that occasionally presented itself
for one's opinion.
We eventually arrived at Cowdray Park about 4.15 p.m. on the
second day, where we were placed among the " deers." Yes, four
legged ones, and although there were many, there wasn't a anriin»
s
amongst them.
The weather has been absolutely ideal for Camp, but on training
I am afraid there has been a few quarts of sweat lost which has not
made things any easier, but we are very lucky indeed to get such a spell
of lovely weather and must be thankful. There is only one more War
to be fought and then we will, with a bit of luck and fair wind, float
back to Blenheim Barracks. Everyone will then look forward to
October 3rd when they will proceed on their Annual Furlough.
We extend hearty congratulations to L/Cpl. Wilson (Sleepy) on
passing his promotion examination and hope that he will be able to
stay with us after he has been promoted.
During our tour in Camp several series of games have been arranged
and dispensed with, but I am afraid that tip to the present only one of
our teams have been able to crawl through, with all their talent, that is
Pte. Nye's team for Sixaside football and they are in the final, the
results of which we shall have to let vou know in our next call. I must
say that the Photograph of the Signallers* Buff I. looks exceptionally
well in a gilded frame by the side of that of our own Section. Ahah.
What about it, Tiny Tom ? Well, I am afraid that our juice will not
carry us any further so shall have to switch off until we are able to eet
a new refill. Cheerio all, from all.
~
A.F.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Did the girl in Midhurst see his chin before she threw her arms
round his neck ? ? ? Ask Chinnum.

"A" Company.
Having had no complaints from the Battalion Correspondent about
the brightness of last month's notes, I take it for granted that they were
satisfactory and contained that necessary bit of " punch" which
previously had been lacking.
At the time of writing these notes we are on Divisional Training
and are camping in Cowdray Park, a very pretty place, on the border
of the training area.
Things are certainly more cheerful than they were when we were
on Manoeuvres last year and the weather clerk has certainly been much
kinder, for up to the present we have had no room for complaint, unless
it be that the weather is far too warm for such strenuous work.
A programme of interCompany games has been drawn up, but so
far little has been done owing to lack of spare time, only the sixaside
football being played off. The Company did not go far in this, but it
has not made us at all downhearted for one cannot take sixaside
games into account when picking out Footballers and I am confident
that we can produce a team from the Company which will make
"
hum during the season.
There is a Draft going to join the 1st Battalion in October and we
are lucky not to be losing any of our best men with it, though we mav
not be quite so lucky with the next one. However, by that time
we shall have piled the points up so high that one or two lickings will
make little or no difference at all.
. .Whether the Training is having any effect on some of the fellows
it is hard to say, but there certainly seems to be something wrong
somewhere. Hopper went out one day and swore he saw a horse with
Horns. Another fellow was sent for a Lewis Gun bucket and brought
in a washing bowl which he said would do just as well.
Cjril had rather a set back when he went sick for he was looking
forward to having quite 'an enjoyable time in bed whilst everyone
else was on Training and he was rather annoyed when he got M. and D.,
even more so, when he found out how a certain other person fared with
the same complaint. To complete his discomfiture it only """ds
someone to snafle his D.R. job on the 14th; that would cause it.
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Poor Freddie did not enjoy his trip to Bognor very much. He had
" Two Old Fogies," as lie termed them, for his companions and could nt
find a bit of stuff anywhere, but he made up for it today, having
found a sweet damsel whose age lie says is 24. If this be true, she must
have been out to shame the " Bobbed Indies " for she had some really
wonderful tresses which she wore in a plait hanging down her back
Ginger has caught a real bit of " Juty" this week in the form of
Company Orderly Corporal, so we are naturally well prepared for the
moaning' which is bound to follow.
Before closing these notes we all offer our congratulations to L/Cpl.
Beal on being paid for his appointment. Keep it up, Billy and you
will soon be among the Mobs, again.

" B " Company.
Before saving anything else we offer a hearty welcome to Lieut.
Findlay and 2/Lieut.*Reith who are attached to us for Manoeuvres.
We are now all out in camp in Cowdray Park. It is quite the best
camp we have seen for many years and we have all made friendly
acquaintances with the large herds of deer which walk through our
lines and use our tents.
The marching is verv long and strenuous here, but everyone is feel
ing very lit in spite of it all. The other day we all marched up Duncton
Hill, which possesses a gradient of one in seven, and some of us two or
three times. I rather fancy these unfortunates were Eo. .> 1 latoon.
The most striking part of all these battles is the extraordinary
hospitality shown to us by local inhabitants of the numerous villages
we pass through. Whenever we halt in a village we are pelted with
apples and are invariably able to refill our water bottle.
A new camp game has been instituted, rejoicing in the name of
basket ball. Out of the numerous teams entered we managed to hud
our way to the final, but there we were beaten by the Officers for whom
2/Lieut. F. W. B. Parry played a sterling game at fullback—if he had
been playing for us we would have won without a doubt.
Well, we shortly move off to fight the last of our battles in this
neighbourhood this" year, and may we win it as the sooner it is over
the sooner we shall get back to Aldershot, as it at last looks as if it will
rain again.

" C " Company.
Having been asked at rather late notice to write these notes I must
apologise beforehand for any items that may have been overlooked,
and the individuals concerned must forgive me.
We are at present preparing for the final threeday " Stunt " and
resting from our exertions of the past fortnight.
Various games have been organised by the R.S.M. and at the present
moment a very exciting game of basketball between the Officers and
"H.Q. Wing " is in progress.
"C" 1 team were successful in winning the sixaside football
competition, beating "H.Q." team in the final by
— . Considering
the roughness of the ground, covered as it is with miniature lulls—on
which the ball bounces in any direction except the one expected—very
good football was seen and the team are to be congratulated on winning
by such a substantial margin.
The draft of fourteen other ranks proceeding to India in October,
are at present on leave and arc no doubt enjoying themselves, hardly
sparing a thought for their less fortunate comrades tramping the
Sussex Downs—and tips. However, may they continue to enjoy them
selves and go out to India to tell the 1st Battalion that England is also
a land of sunshine—for a change !
Major Whittaker, together with Pte. Hanson, lias left us for "A"
Company. We are all sorry to lose them, but our loss will be "A"
Company's gain. We regret also, the loss of Cpl. Trinkwon, who has
gone to the Depot. He will be sadly missed in "C" Company's running
team.
Our C.S.M., although unable through his injured foot, to take an
active part in Manoeuvres, has been with us in camp. We all hope
to see him quickly fit again.

NOTICE.

A N N U A L

D I N N E R

P. & P. A. The Buffs,

CANNON STREET HOTEL,
7 p.m.

20fh

October.

Beneath Bell Harry.
Q E P T E M B E R is one
O
of the months in
the year during which
everything is undergoing
almost a complete change.
Firstly, the seasons arc
changing. Although we are
still
enjoying
beautiful
weather, the nip in the
air and the drawing in of
the days inform us only
too decidedly that summer
has definitely departed and
that winter will soon be
upon us.
The completion of this
transition stage is, of
course, signified on the
day when soldiers first
appear on parade wearing
gloves: it may then be safely assumed that winter
has come.
But in order to be prepared for it, cricket has
already been superseded by football and liockey. C ur
first liockey match will be played in a few days Hme,
but football matches have already got into their stride,
with the results below.
Secondly, the Army is about to begin a new yeai .
we here at the Depot are not concerned with
manoeuvres, but it is after manoeuvres that the Army
starts its new year and Depots are no exceptions to
that. Squads are in the habit of leaving us at any
time of year, but it so happens that the eighteen weeks
of the Orthes Squad finish at the beginning of October,
so their joining the 2nd Battalion coincides with the
start of a fresh year of individual training. \\ e will
then be left with the one squad—the Toulouse—which
has now been formed for about a month.
Lastly, Lieut. F. G. Crozier's time here has finished
and he has already gone prior to sailing to Fast Africa
to be seconded to' the King's African Rifles. He will
be very much missed here and everyone in the district
will be sorrv to lose him. At the same time we extend
a hearty welcome to Lieut. V. Boucher, who will have
arrived to take his place by the time these notes are
in print.
Apart from the above, nothing particularly
important or interesting, save a few days leave for
most of us, has occurred.
Captain Wood lias been spending most of the month
with the manoeuvres at Colchester, where he had
a temporary staff job.
MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell recently brought
our latest joined officer, 2/Lieut. C. T. Kemvard, down
to visit the Depot. Sir Arthur, as we have recently
had occasion to remark, has made it a custom to bring,
newlyjoined officers down to visit the Depot and once
more we must say how much this is appreciated on
both sides.
Other visitors during the month have included four
officers from neighbouring school O.T.C.'s, who have
been undergoing a fortnight's course. Colonel Bradley
Dyne spent a weekend here while playing golf at
Herue Bay and Colonel Eaton has been staying for
a week to look up old friends in the district
Lieut
K. M. C. Mallam is now on leave from East Africa and
also paid us a visit.
,
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Football.
We have entered this Season for the Eastern Section
of the Kent Amateur League. This League comprises
some very good Clubs, such as Deal Town, Margate
Amateurs, Ramsgate, St. Luke's, etc. There was
a little pessimism in some quarters with regard to our
prospects and some criticism as regards choice of team.
However, we commenced the first game of the Season
at Margate, 15th September, where we met the Margate
Amateurs on, the Dreamland Park ground. The game
was a scrappy one, perhaps because both sides could
not get into their stride or because of the very bad
state of the ground, which was so bad as to cause the
Referee to order the ground to be cleared before
another game was played on it. We won this match,
8—4. Though the score belies it, there was some
occasional brilliant football and some really good
individual efforts. We have some excellent talent
amongst the Recruits, Fox, Chandler, Allen, Sullivan
and Mangleshot being outstanding.
The team against Margate formed up as follows :
Sgt. A. Smith (Capt.) ; Sgt. A. Gibson and L/S. Payne ;
Pte. Stuart, Pte. Brookes and Rect. Fox; Sgt. A.
Burvill, Pte. S. Ashton, Ret. Chandler, Sgt. V. Tutt
and Cpl. Bailey. The goal getters were : Cpl. Bailey
(5), Pte. Ashon (2), Ret. Chandler (1).
The second game in this League was played on our
ground on September 22nd against Ramsgate, St.
Luke's. The game was well played and resulted in
a win for Ramsgate, 4—1. The unfortunate part about
this game was that Sgt. Smith, our " Canary
Custodian " should not really have turned out as he
was badly crocked at Margate the week previously.
Two goals at least, had Smith been fit, would never had
found the net. We seemed dogged by bad luck during
this game. We chose what little wind there was to
help us; after the half time interval the wind
developed into a small gale so we really lost on the deal
of choice of ends.
We meet Deal Town on 29th September away and
we have high hopes of putting on a couple more points.
The following are results of minor Depot games:
Sept. 21. Trained Men v. Recruits.
(5)
(2)
24. Trained Men v. The Rest.

Sergeants' Mess.
During Depot Cricket Week the members of the
Sergeants' Mess once again welcomed the opportunity
of being " At Home " to our numerous friends, a large
number of whom attended.
Messrs. Long and Co. of the Savoy Cafe had the
catering arrangements in hand on the opening day and
served a very excellent tea.
We were pleased to see so many old comrades, to
all of whom we extend a real welcome at all times.
Almost all the members of the Mess found
themselves busily employed either taking part in the
cricket, helping the band to keep up its good reputation
or entertaining in other directions.
Immediately after the cricket match the 4th Batt.
Corps of Drums beat Retreat, which was carried out in a
very creditable manner and a real pleasure to watch.
The Concert on the evening of 19th August proved
most entertaining and Sgt. Rowe is to be congratulated
on collecting such a fine lot of artistes, whom we
gratefully thank for their services.

On Sunday, 20th August, our Mess was in great
demand indeed, and we were able to provide lunch for
a good number of the ladies who had come along with
those attending the march and memorial service at the.
Cathedral, whilst the men themselves were being
catered for at the Drill Shed prior to their adjourning
to the Mess where it usually takes old soldiers a long
time to talk over old times.
During the afternoon the London charabancs left
on their return journey,. but those from Chatham,
Dover, Folkestone, Ashford, Gillingham, The Weald
and several other places in Kent where old Buffs reside,
remained until later in the day.
Quite a good number attended the Cricket Match
on the following two days, whilst the Dance held on the
Monday evening was a great success, in connection with
which the committee deserve our thanks.
We have to heartily congratulate C.S.M. Instr.
Fletcher, A.P.T.S., on his promotion to warrant rank
and also Sgt. Harvey on his promotion.
Corporals' Mess.
Owing to our Dragon Correspondent being on leave, I have taken
up the pen to attempt his work/so let me off light if the notes are not
up to the standard of the regular Correspondent.
There is not much excitement in the Mess at present owing to some
of the members being on leave, such as Salsbury (A.B. N.A.A.F.I.),
Drury (Swede), Hollands (Maggie) and McBride (Jock).
We started our football season in a disastrous fashion, our only
match up to the present being versus The Trained Men. This game
ended in our defeat to the tune of 46, but we must of course cover our
selves as much as possible. The majority of the team were danker
Internationals, lately transferred from the " Marble" Section. I
will mention a few names and then you can judge for yourselves :—
Goalkeeper: Joe, tried but happy: Rightback: Walrus, fancying
himself on his twostroke instead of a football pitch; Centrehalf:
Trinky mistook the Ball for a medicine bag, so I ask you, why and how
did we lose the opening match ? Look out, the Trained Men, for the
return again, as you will need a Cribbage Board.
Three of our worthy members are now, no doubt, just getting
settled down in their old home again, i.e., the 2nd Battalion. We
miss you, you trio, but we all would like to know what Divisional
Training is like, good for the feet, wc believe.
The Depot football team will be going great guns this season. They
have entered the Kent Amateur League (Eastern Section) and should
do well. The first match was with Margate Amateurs (away) and the
result will no doubt be on another page. The Mess have a few repre
sentatives so we are doing our bit towards helping the Depot win the
League, or at least, having a good position in it. Well done, the Depot.
W.J.G.B.

THINGS WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW.
Will George enjoy his Continental holiday ? We wonder ! (Folke
stone).
Who is Frank's Village Belle and will he do the deed, i.e., tie the
knot ?
Does Fred still hear from his threeS's ?
Does Donovan still believe in Mascots ? If so, ask Nancy.
How does Joe like collecting wireless s
s?
W.B.

Trained Men's Notes.
As our worthy scribe has adjourned to Shorncliffe for a " rest cure,"
suffering with a swollen or hard neck—I.don't know which it is, I have
been asked to compile these notes during his absence. In fairness to
him, I should like to add that he tried to dodge going into "dock."
Our first football match of the season was played against, the
Corporals, resulting in a win for us. The score was 64 and we are on
the lookout for more scalps.
At present we are in the midst of the leave season and the groans
of those who have just returned are mingling with the giggles of those
who have just obtained leave, causing a continual hum similar to that
which comes from a beehive.
Owing to the shortage of excitement, thisis all the news I can impart
until next month.
T.N.P.

How to get "The Dragon.11
J70R those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription arc
i year <?/-, 6 months 4/-, y months 2j-.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.
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"A" Company.
As the 25th September this year falls on Tuesday,
when the above Company are finding a Guard of
Honour to Colonel Sir Charles Batho, Kt., Lord Mayor
of London town, the usual Church Parade in memory
of the 4th Buffs who fell at the Battle of Waht Arabia,
is not being held, but a wreath was laid at the War
Memorial, St. George's Church, Ramsgate, on Sunday
last by Captain C. S. P. Witts, Lieut. H. D. Rose, Cpl.
F. Hammon and ExPte. Carpenter.
As the Battalion are unable to help us with
a contingent for the Guard of Honour to the Lord
Mayor of London, who is laying the foundation stone
of the new £60,000 hospital at Margate on Tuesday,
the 25th September, all possible has been done to get
the required numbers from "A" Company. It was
suggested that we should hand the duty over to another
unit as "B" Company were unable to help us, but the
Skipper said " No" and the Thanet postmen who
thought the season was over said " Oh " when they
delivered 150 post cards ordering us to parade. These
were followed by another 50 from Lieut. Warner to
Margate Employers. The Mayor of Margate,
Coimcillor E. T. Fasham, is very kindly fuelling and
lubricating all Buffs who attend and the Town Clerk
and his Committee are paying the bus fares of
men from outlying detachments of "A" Company.
We hope to put up a good show, but'we should have
liked a little help.
RAMSGATE PLATOON (CAMEL. EDITOR).—There is
a tea fight for us on Thursday next when Mrs. Witts,
Miss E. Fox, Mrs. Reynolds, Mrs. Barker and Mrs.
Lambert are doing all possible to cater for 40 of us.
Tea will be followed by a silver spoon shoot and whist
drive. Sgt. Ashby has fallen a victim to the marriage
mania and ceased to be a batchelor on the 15th instant.
There is a strong rumour that the Sheik of Eagle Hill
is going to get his moustache cut. We want some more
recruits and regret that the manhood of our town are
not yet physically fit
enough to undertake the
responsibilities of overseas service in the event of war
ana join us.
MARGATE PLATOON

(QUARTERBLOKE EDITOR).—

All busy with the Guard of Honour Parade and doing
our utmost to get every man on parade and admire
the example set us by our Sgt.Major, who is attending
in spite of loss of pay for the day. Old Joe, who is
O/C. Birchington Detachment, has joined the inland
mineral water tribe for some unknown reason and is
seen nightly consuming lemonades in place of the buff
coloured liquid made by Shepherd Neame with which
he formerly moistened his bearings.
We regret to learn that R.Q.M.S. Arnold has gone
to London for an operation, which we hope will be
completely successful and enable him to wear his hat.
We shall miss him on Tuesday.
HERNE BAY (ALSATIAN EDITOR).—Thirtyone
strong and going strong, but oh ! we are so thirsty and
anxiously await the promised opening of the Canteen.
Come on Alsatian ; instead of chewing us up get that
bar going. Eighteen of us are going to the Guard of
Honour Parade at Margate. Thanks to L/Sgt. Boswell
more Dragons have been sold in Herne Bay this month
than ever before.
We congratulate old Uncle Kearney on his
promotion.
We should be much warmer if our Platoon Sergeant
would put some glass in the five windows that have not
got any. Yes please, Marshall!
Lost—Canteen Licence. Anyone returning same to
our Platoon Commander will be liquidly rewarded.

"D" Oompany.
The chief item of importance we have to report this
month is the rifle shooting competition for " The
Emden Trophy." This trophy was presented by the
late Walter Emden, Esq., J.P., for annual competition
between Units of the Territorial Army in Dover. We
are exceptionally glad to be able to report that
this year the Dover Detachment of "D" Company
were successful in winning the Trophy by six points,
the results being as follows :—
«
1. "D" Company, 4th Battalion The Buffs.
2. Cinque Ports (Fortress) Royal Engineers.
3. 168th Heavy Battery R.A.
4. 233rd Field Battery R.A.
We hope to give individual scores in next month's
issue of The Dragon. "D" Company's team was as
follows:—
Sgt. Maskell, Sgt. Mead, Sgt. Rich, Sgt. Gilligan,
Cpl. Abbott, L/Cpl. W. Pascall, Dmr. Cock, Dmr. F.
Pascall.
Throughout the whole of the competition the light
was variable and the wind very gusty, which certainly
made the shoot far from easy, but the secret of the
success of "D" Company's team was due to the calm
way in which they waited for satisfactory light and
wind conditions. Colonel F. G. Hayward, T.D.,
Honorary Colonel, 59th (H.C.) Brigade, Royal
Regiment of Artillery (T.A.) officiated as Umpire,
Lieut. J. Sherwood, 4th The Buffs, as O.C. Firing
Point and the duties of O.C. Butts were in the capable
hands of our esteemed colleague, exC.S.M. Barron.
Mr. Barron is still of great assistance to the Company
and his keenness after over 30 years service is a great
example to the present serving Members of the
Company.
We should like to offer our congratulations to the
undermentioned Members of "D" Company :—
Pte. M. Martin (Folkestone) on his promotion to
Sergeant.
L/Cpl. F. Abbott (Dover) on his promotion to
Corporal.
Pte. R.' W. MorlandHughes (Dover) on his
promotion to LanceCorporal.

1st Cadet Company, The Buffs

T

HE Company's annual camp was held this year
in Betteshanger Park, thanks to the kindness
of Lord Northbourne, from September 4th to 11th.
Only a few Cadets were able to attend as " hopping "
was in full swing, but those present spent a very enjoy
able time. The weather was perfect, rather too hot
for uniform parades, but just right for cricket which
was played on a natural—perhaps too natural—wicket
where bruises were easier to get than runs ! However,
all enjoyed the games in which everybody, including
the officers and cook, took part. We were very
fortunate in having Cpl. C. Field of the Sandwich
Detachment with us for the weekend, and he has
kindly promised to help us when the winter programme
begins. On Sunday morning the Cadets attended
service at Betteshanger Church and in the afternoon
entertained their visitors.
We are now looking forward to our annual
inspection which will be held in October, and it is
hoped that there will be no absentees on that occasion.
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Blinder and Dusty.

FT times in the past, Dusty had groused and
grumbled about stewed mutton—the taters,
which 'ad so many blooming eyes in 'em, that they
could see the orderly asearching the bottom of a dixey
—the butter which was really marg.—the bread ; oh,
the bread ! " Man cannot live on bread alone," a
statement amplified by Dusty : " I shouldn't blinking
well fink so" at the same time tossing a loaf
into the air and letting it fall on to the floor with such
a thud as to shake the basins and tea cans off
the barrack room table. With it all—Dusty sighed for
those good old days of peace time barrack room
soldiering to come again and he would ' grouse no
more.'
The Germans, since he had been a prisoner,
had cured him of that sort of grouse. His ribs, which
were once the envy of the SergeantMajor, could be
seen sticking out of his sides like rungs on a ladder
and he longed—desperately longed, for his Red Cross
packet to arrive. " Six ole weeks a prisoner and no
blooming packet" he would say over and over again.
Only those who have experienced the terrible feeling of
hunger can realize, the awful suffering poor Dusty—and
those with him—were undergoing.
Far better to be raving mad in a lunatic asylum,
or be killed a thousand times on the battlefield than
dfe pf slow starvation in a German prison camp.
Kipling once wrote a poem in which he spoke of—
" Duke's sons—Cook's sons ; son's of a belted earl."
Yes ! all were in the same plight without fear or
favour. The Germans made no exception, be you
General, Lord or Private. Nightly the officer prisoner
of titled social rank would be crawling on his stomach
with Dusty to extract the waste swill from a German
refuse bin. It is true—only too true. Those who
had the misfortune to suffer under German hands after
the big enemy push of March, 1918, will never—no
never, forget the awful experience the longest day they
live.
What answer did the Germans give as they watched
the skeleton forms of the British soldiers gradually
fading away to the death of an ' old' soldier.
You must not blame the Germans " they would
say. " Blame your English Government who are
starving the German people. If there is no food for us
—there is less for you."
Visualise a small loaf of German black bread more
like sawdust, being cut up into ten equal parts
as rations for a similar number of hungry men.
Se them watching with staring eyes the orderly
cutting it up in case one gets a crumb more than
another.
Put a bit more on that one " Dusty would
exclaim. There would nearly bea fight over an
argument as to whether the end crust had more in it
than an ordinary slice. The dinner—oh, the dinner!
The less said about boiled herring served up in
a canteen with the water it was boiled in as craw
the better.  *
"
Every cloud has its silver lining. One day a wagon
came into the camp and the rumour got round—
Packets. It was true, but who were the lucky ones ?
Twentyfive packets of Red Cross food was insufficient
for six hundred hungry men. As the men crowded
round the Germans yelled " Oust—Oust!" When
all was ready, the first name called was ' Dusty' and
up went our hero to receive his packet. As the
Germans opened the parcel poor Dusty^ mouth
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watered for the good feed in store. Of course, some
English spy might be at work, so extra precautions
were taken by our enemy. To ensure 110 contraband
m the way of explosives, compasses, maps, secret
correspondence, etc., each tin was carefully opened
and the contents turned out on to paper and well raked
over. Did it go back into the tins ? Oh no—the
Germans kept the tins for their own use.
The first ' Blighty ' woodbine Dusty smoked nearly
choked him. It was the first for three months. It
upset him to see the smoke fade away into the
atmosphere and if it had been possible to save it he
would have done. Did he throw away his fag ends ?
Not at all. They were saved, and with the aid of a pin
provided another smoke, or couple of draws.
That night it was a case of sharing each other's
sorrows, and sharing each other's joys, as the lucky
recipients of packets from home were entertaining their
less fortunate pals. It was not a great feed amongst
so many skeletons, but it was an enjoyable one. It
was not long, however, before a regular supply began
to arrive, and soon the boys began to gain strength
and feel their feet.
When Dusty was well enough, he turned his
thoughts to escaping. His first adventure took place
somewhere in Baden at a place called Rastatt. Dustv
had been marched to the bath ; when he was stripped
a mop was dipped into a pail containing a slimy
greenish fluid and the German planted Dusty's body all
over with the liquid. Then Dusty was ordered under
the cold water shower, when he had the dreadful
satisfaction of seeing all his hair washed off, leaving him
more bald than the day he was born.
" Gawd lummie ! That's beyond a perishing joke "
he exclaimed. " Lor, if Eliza could see me now she'd
fink I'd come awt of an incubator."
The Germans, thinking everything was O.K. as
Dusty had no clothes, left him for a few moments
unattended, during which time Dusty pinched
a blanket and made tracks for the Swiss frontier. He
got well away and whilst lying in the long grass
observed the Germans seeking his whereabouts. In
fact one passed only a few yards from him.
Marching by night and hiding by day was the
routine. He reached the Black Forest; from the
top of a large tree he could see the frontier—and liberty
—only a few miles distant. That night he would
be safely across by making one long dash. As he
contemplated visions of freedom he spotted multitudes
of young children—it was a school treat.
" Blimey !" exclaimed Dusty. " Summit like this
is bound to 'appen when I'm alooking at Switzerland."
Then he thought of the old time song and started
humming to himself :—
" Only a few more miles to wander,
Only a few more miles to roam."
When the frolicking children began to climb the
tree, Dusty's heart began to beat with a quickened
impulse. He spotted one urchin—he was worse than
that—make the attempt on the very tree in which he
was hiding. Up, up went the climber and getting
nearer to Dusty every second.
" I'll 'it 'im on the blinking nut if 'e comes near
me " said Dusty, under his breath. " No I won't—'ees
only a kid. But 'ees agoing to fall off, the little
blighter is." Just as the boy was about to climb on
to the branch our pal was hiding on, Dusty murmured
within hearing:—
'' Rattlesnakes—rattlesnakes—shshbrbeburah ''
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Off the tree fell the kid, who landed on the ground,
a drop of about twentyfive feet or more. Hearing the
cries of the fallen one, hundreds of screeching, yelling
children at once surrounded the tree and spotting
Dusty, shouted to him to come down, and at the same
time making all sorts of grimaces. The teachers sent
for the soldiers who arrived quickly and ordered Dusty
to terra firma. In making the effort, his blanket got
caught in the branches, so he came down without it,
much to the commotion of the horrified spectators.
Off went Dusty—just as he was—back to the prisoners
camp, where he received three days bread and water.
He was not downhearted and more of his adventures
next month.

J

Pte P. Sindc", "A" (H.B.), 26728; 6283990 Pte. J. Thompson,
«A" (H.B.), 25728 ; 6283994 Pte. H. Field, "A (H.B.), 13828 ;
6283996 Pte. H. App's, "B" (S), 304928 ; 6283995 Pte L. Farley,
"C" (H), 13828 ; 6283997 Pte. G. Webb, B (C), 5928.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

7815468 Pte. M. Martin, "D," promoted Sergeant to complete
establishment, w/e from 1928.
,
6335511 L/Cpl. F. Abbott, "D," promoted Corporal, w/e from

11—9—28
6282644 Pte. P. Kearney, "A," appointed Unpaid L/Cpl., w/e from
11928
'

6283J71 Pte. R. MorelandHughes, "D," appointed Paid L/Cpl.,

W/%28l98(i

Pte.8*G. Claw, "D" ; 6283952 Pte. J. Cock, "D," and
6283954 Pte. S. Pollard, "D," appointed Bandsmen to complete estaD
lishment, w/e from 11928.
. x ^
6281343 Pte. H. Tripp, "D," appionted Drummer to complete
establ shnient, w/e from 11928.
REENGAGEMENTS.

Regimental Gazette.

6280613 Sgt. A. Croucher, "B," reengaged for four years on 1928
w/e from 271028.

Officers.

6280432 Sgt.Dmr. H. Tripp, "D," to be Drum Major vide Army
Orders 139 of 31728.

COMMANDS AND STAFF.

CHANGE OF DESIGNATION.
REENGAGEMENTS.

Bt.Lt.Col. Hon. P. G. Scarlett, M.C., The Buffs, relinquishes his
appointment of G.S.O., 2nd Grade (temp.), N. China Command (Aug.
16tThe

following Sec. Lts. (University Candidates) to be Sec. Lts.
(Sent. 1st), with seniority as stated against their names
THE BUFFS.—C. T. Kenward, from General List, T.A.

,

6281825 Pte. F. Ball, "B," reengaged for one year on 10828
W'C6f280930

'i/Sfft? H. Boswell, "A," reengaged for four years on
7828 w/e from 28129.
„
6282562 Pte. F. Foreman, "B," reengaged for one year on 17828
Ptc.'s. Rigden, "B," reengaged for one year on 10828
w/e from 141028.
'
n Q „fl
6281698 Pte. A. Wood, "B," reengaged for one year on iutwo
W^C6282542

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Recruits K. A. MacLaren, 1781928; E. J Pott, 1881928
A A. Collins, C. E Cowell, 2181928 ; F. Dowse, 1881928 ; G. W
Brooker, 2281928; F. W. Potter, 2481928; H. A. Pattenden
2281928; G. E. Hodgson, 2581928 ; J. E Spelman, 2481928
T. Drury, 3081928; J. Page, 2281928; G. Allen, 2781928
S W Bashford, 2881928; E. Ringsliaw, 2981928 ; G. Chandler
2781928 ; H. H. Barrett, 3081928 ; K. H. Forsyth, 3181928,
G. Robinson, 3181928 ; A. A. Mangelshot, 191928 ; G. E Lovett,
391928.

W^f2813428Sgt?8L.

Ames, "D," reengaged for one year on 28828
w/e from 30828,
_ _
6282519 L/Cpl. F. Hammon, "A," reengaged for one year on 69
28 w/e from 19928.
_ _ „„
6281354 B/Sgt. E Rich, "D," reengaged for one year on 7928
W/C6^281355 L/Cpl. C. Sheaff, "P," reengaged for one* year on 6928
w/e from 7928.
„,
. _ on
6280432 D/Mjr. H. Tripp, "D," reengaged for one year on 5928
w/e from 6928.

POSTINGS.

6282320 Dmr. C. Hudson, posted to Depot for a tour of duty from
2j—0^1928
6282518 Cpl. A. Twinkwon, posted to Depot for a tour of duty from
23 S 1928
6283383 L/Cpl. W. McBride, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion
for a tour of duty from 2881928.
6281811 L/Sgt. R. Watson, posted to Depot from 2nd Battalion
for a tour of duty from 308^1928.
6282153 Cpl. H. Dell and 1037656 Cpl. F. Drake, reposted to 2nd
Battalion, 258—1928.
6279333 Dmr. T. Pilcher, reposted to 2nd Battalion, 2281928.
6282972 L/Sgt. L G. C. Chapman, posted to 2nd Battalion on
expiration of tour of duty 30—8—1928.

DISCHARGES.

2388 Bdm. H. Bliss, "D" (D), discharged under para. 1933 T.A.
Re^282870r<Dmr. 8A28Hare,

"D" (D), discharged under Para. 1933
T.A. Regs, w/e from 1828.
_
.

6282472 Pte. W. Mount, "B" (S), discharged on Termination of
Eneaeement w/e from 30728.
_
..
6282471 Pte. A. Wingrave, "D" (D), discharged on Termination
of Engagement w/efrom 27628.
.
_
. . .
,
6281284 Pte. J. Bennett, "D" (D), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 7828.
6282834 Pte. A. Chaffey, "A" (S), 6280598 Pte. A. Crump A
(M), 6283453 Pte. A. Heath, "C" (T), discharged under Para. 1936
M^'7TfgPtr^pfr^gbmL~2B" (C), discharged under Para. 1933

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

2647978 Sgt.Instr. T. L. Fletcher (A.P.T.S.), promoted W.O.II.
and appointed C.S.M.I. (P.T.) with effect from 191928.
6281824 L/Sgt. A. Harvey, promoted Sergeant with effect from
1381928.
DISCHARGES.

6283758 Pte. A. Price, 6283768 Pte. E. Ashman, 6283783 Pte. R.
Tarrant, discharged under King's Regulations, Para. 370 (vi) (6), 178
1928
6283805 Pte. S. Foster, discharged under King's Regulations,
Para. 370 (vi) (a) 1781928.

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.

The undermentioned recruits having joined the Battalion, are
»girpn on the strength and posted to companies as shown :—
6283981 Pte. H. Barlow, "A" (H.B.), 29628 ; 6283983 Pte. C.
Furlong, "D" (D), 6728; 6283978 Pte. E Gandy, "C" (H), 27 628
7815468 Pte. M. Martin, "D" (F), 5728; 6283979 Pte. E. Peake
"B" (S]
6283982
Thorn '~ir~ lUJ,
o«naio rit. ii. "Wj "
f—/—.iu ,
6283980 Pte. W. Whorlow, "B" (W), 28628; 6283991 Pte. A.
Barnes, "A" (H.B.), 26728; 6283986 Pte. G. Claw, "D" (D), 167
28  6283989 Pte. R. Cox, "A" (H.B.), 24628; 6283992 Pte. R.
Mount. "A" (H.B.), 26728 ; 6283988 Pte. J. Moyse, "A" (H.B.),
24—7—28 : 6283987 Pte. B. Slnden, "A" (H.B.), 24728 ; 6283993

T A6339083Wptef'°R!

Prince, "C" (C), discharged on Termination of

(W), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 21828.
'
, _
_ c
6280525 Cpl. J. Taylor, "C" (C), discharged under Para. 1936
(<l)

^SsTpte. ^Deverson, "A" (M), discharged under Para. 1933

W^6f283645 9pte.
W/^2l83693

W. Giggle, "C" (C), discharged under Para. 1933

Ptcf H.

George, "B" (W), discharged having joined Regular
Army (R. Corps of Signals) w/e from20828."
6281325 Pte. H. Hamlin, "C" (C), discharged under Para. 1933
T A62R2587^L/Cph^.1Chambers,

"D" (D), discharged on Termination
m. dtedunrea <» Tcrmta.Uo» o(

T'aS^D" (D), dfectawd on Tgml^Uon »(

(F|. 6248023
"C" fC) 6281076 Col F. Holland, "D" (P), 6281153 Pte. J. Marchant,
"D" (F), 6278943 Pte. F. iSarsh.''P" (F) and 6281343 Pte. T Wake
field, "D" (D), discharged under Para. 1932 T.A. Reg9. w/e from
10—9—128
6282856 Pte. S. May, "A" (S), discharged under Para. 1936 (a)
6282515 Pte. P. Williams, "A" (R)» discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 9928.
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Dear Colonel Findlay,
On my return from my holiday I heard of the very
generous action which the Past and Present Association
of the Buffs had taken in connection with the Warriors'
Chapel. You have already been thanked by the Vice
Dean, Canon Gardiner, on the occasion of your Service.
But I should like just to add this personal line to say
how very deeply I appreciate the generosity of the
Buffs and how grateful we all feel for this fresh evidence
of the friendship which the Buffs feel for Canterbury
Cathedral.
Yours very sincerely,
G. K. A. BELL.

Personalia.

ATEST news . from Cannes, regarding
General Sir Arthur Paget's health, is
not as satisfactory as we should like. Sir
Arthur is confined to his bed with an obstinate
attack of sciatica. All our readers will wish
him a speedy recovery.

There were no speeches. Telegrams convey
ing good wishes were received from the Ashford,
Thanet and Ramsgate Branches.
188 sat down to dinner. This is not so
many as last year, which is disappointing,
particularly as the membership of the
Association has increased by hundreds since
then.

General Sir Guy Bainbridge was in the
Chair at the Past and Present Association
Dinner, which was held at the Cannon Street.
Hotel on 20th of last month.

A further donation of £50 has been sent to
The Dean, bringing the total amount now
handed over in connection with the Warriors'
Chapel Endowment Fund, to £2100.

L
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We were very glad indeed to see General
Whitacre Allen at the Golf meeting. He was
looking wonderfully fit and stnck ont the
weather conditions as well as anyone.
Colonel A. G. Trollope was present at the
Past and Present Association dinner on the
20th ultimo. We had not seen him for nearly
thirty years; South Africa appears to have
dealt kindly with him.
We congratulate Tieut.Col. Bradley Dyne
on winning the Captain's prize at Knole Park.
His handicap has, in consequence, been
reduced to eight.
Our heartiest congratulations to Tieut.Col.
Crookenden on winning the Paget Cup and to
Captain Goodall on winning the TyndenBell
trophy.

We congratulate Mr. G. C. Robson on his
victory and fine play when representing the
M.C.C. at Squash Racquets versus Prince's
last month in the InterClub Squash Rackets
Tournament for the Bath Club Cup.
We hear cheery news of Mr. Tister. He
arrived, early in October, at his Battalion
Headquarters at Kaduna " after a year's bliss
in the bush " at Zuru.
He and Captain Rice are sailing for home
from Tagos on the 16th November.
We are interested to hear that Mr. Tister
is thinking of taking up serious boxing again
when he arrives home.

We are very glad to hear that Tieut.Col.
Scarlett is very much improved in health.
He is shortly taking up an appointment
on the Staff Duties Directorate at the War
Office. Those who know the War Office will
realise that he* is in for a stiff job when we say
he has been appointed to S D 2.

We have recently had a cheery letter from
Mr. FearnsideSpeed from Zaria, enclosing
a very welcome donation to the Warriors'
Chapel Endowment Fund.
His letter
terminates as follows :—
" Rather a curious coincidence—my native
C.S.M. has served under seven Buff officers,
starting with General MacDouall in 1912."

We congratulate the 1st Battalion Associa
tion team on their fine performance in the
competition for the Durand Cup and on
winning the Wazirali Cup.

We congratulate Mr. H. B. Vertue on his
engagement to Miss Jean Stirling Read
Campbell of Mallaig, Invernessshire.

The 1st Battalion goes to Delhi on the 9th
November for six weeks training: their new
Brigade Commander is Brigadier R. F. Solly
Flood..
We congratulate Major TyldenPattenson
on the admirable speech he made at the
meeting of the Weald Branch on the 10th
October.
Major E. and Mrs. Gould passed through
Monaco in the middle of October on their
return journey from their summer holiday in
the Alps to their home at Ciboure.
Major Gould writes : " I, who never had
the reputation for taking strenuous exercise,
would have surprised a good many who knew
me in the old days if they had seen us setting
off at 2 a.m. by car and then by mule to reach
the starting point for real mountain ascents."
We congratulate Captain R. W. M. and
Mrs. Webster on the birth of their daughter
at Ranikhet on October 16th.

We offer our best wishes to Mr. Rickards,
(who, we are sorry to say has recently left the
4th Battalion), and to Miss Mary Aileen
Burnside on their approaching marriage
which takes place at the Chapel of St.
Edmund's School, Canterbury, on 10th
November.
As regards the reference in our last number
to the training of the Band of the
2/3rd Gurkhas by the 1st Battalion, we must
apologise to Mr. W. H. Tozer for not giving
him credit for the great part he played in
training the Gurkha Band. Mr. Tozer was
known throughout India as one of the finest
Clarionet players in the country and it is no
doubt due to his efforts that the ' reed ' section
of the present 2/3rd Gurkha Band is so excellent.
In addition to being a brilliant musician, Mr.
Tozer had another qualification for training
a Gurkha Band. He had an aptitude for
picking up language and he very soon acquired
a working knowledge of Gurkhali—by no
means an easy language to' learn.

THE DRAGON
Talking of the 1st Battalion Band in the
old days in India we are reminded of an incident
which occurred when the Battalion was
stationed at Dum Dum, where the bullets
come from. In those days The Dragon was
run by the 1st Battalion and was dependent
for news from the 2nd Battalion and the
Depot, etc., on the kindness of various
correspondents who might or might not catch
the mail. Copy for The Dragon was often
short. Further, the Editor was constantly
changing. Many an officer looked at Battalion
Orders and found to his surprise and dismay
that he was appointed Editor of The Dragon
for the next three months.
A certain officer found himself detailed in
Orders to edit The Dragon. It was in the
middle of the hot weather. News was very
scarce. There was, in fact, nothing to write
about except the croaking of the frogs and the
irritating notes of the brain fever bird. But
he was an officer of resource and it occurred
to him that he might get some ' copy ' out of
the Band. There had been a Regimental
Concert at which the Band, incidentally,
had played up to its best traditions. Tozer
and Micky Roach surpassed themselves;
Featherstone and Pinchin Edwards did
marvels on the cornet and euphonium
respectively, whilst Wilson on the oboe was
a treat for the gods. But our newly fledged
Editor, in his thirst for copy, saw his
opportunity. He wrote a letter to The
Dragon, signed ' Disgusted,' criticising the
playing of every instrument in the Band.
Naturally, nearly every member of the Band
replied next month and a correspondence
started which filled the pages of The Dragon
for many months.
Those of the Second Battalion who served
in Wellington, India, 191214, will no doubt
be interested to learn that Mr. Everard, the
R.E. foreman of Works, is now serving at
Shahjahanpur, some fifty
odd miles from
Bareilly. He retires in March next at the
ripe age of 60. When asked what
happened to him since those days, he related
his experience of being a Prisoner of War,
captured at KutelAmara. The thought of
being driven a thousand miles at the point of
a whip and sword made one shudder. He
mentioned, however, that the casualties were
chiefly amongst the younger soldiers.
He wishes to be remembered to Birrell,
Ernie Smith and Charley Hewitt, and any
other members of the Sergeants' Mess of those
days. By the way, he still wears gaiters, an
article of kit he was always dressed in.
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Births and Deaths.
Webster.—On

BIRTH.

October 16th, 1928, at
Ranikhet, India, to Olive, wife of Captain
R. Milward Webster, The Buffs, a
daughter.

DEATHS.
Blaydes.—On September 22nd, 1928, at his
residence, Penrith, N.S.W., Australia,
Tieut.Col. Harry Seymour Blaydes (late
The Buffs).
Dennis.—6278366 Sgt. Dennis, 1st Battalion
The Buffs, died in hospital at Calcutta,
7th October, 1928, from acute appendicitis.

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following J ournals :—
" The Men of Harlech."
" The China Dragon."
" Aldershot Command Sports News."
" The Sprig of Shillelagh."
" The Bugle."
" The Gunner."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" British Legion Journal."
" On The March."
" The Snapper."
" The Ypres Times."
" Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Co."
" The London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" The Iron Duke."
" Cabar Feidh."
" The Tiger and The Sphinx."
" The Sapper."
" Journal of the Royal Army Service Corps."
" Hampshire Regimental Journal."

Railway Concessions for the Army.
The Railway Companies of Great Britian and the
Irish Free State have agreed to a number of new
concessions for Regular Army personnel in connection
with journeys on leave or furlough. These concessions
are as follows :—
(a) the waiving of the wearing of uniform
as a condition of the grant of cheap tickets; (6) an
extension of the existing concession to apply
to journeys to all stations in the Irish Free State ; (e)
an extension from two to three months of the period
of availability of the return portion of cheap tickets
issued to personnel stationed at home ; (d) the grant
of more than one cheap ticket to officers in respect of
any one complete period of leave ; (e) the extension
of the concession for serving regular officers to their
families ; and (/) the extension of the concession for
soldiers and barrack wardens and their families to paid
pensioner recruiters and their families.
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R.M.C. Sandhurst.

I

NEW READING ROOMS.

N response to an appeal from the Commandant,
two coloured prints and two copies of the
Historical Records of the Buffs have been presented
to the Royal Military College, Sandhurst.
The correspondence between General Sir Arthur
Paget and the Commandant is given below.
Dear General Girdwood,
I am having sent to you, for the two new reading
rooms, a coloured print of the Battle of the Pyrenees
and one of Vittoria. The names of both these battles
occur on the colours of my regiment.
You will receive, too, at the same time two copies
of the Historical Records of the Buffs, 1572 to 1704,
presented by Captain C. R. B. Knight (the son of the
author) ; and two copies of the volume dealing with
the Great War, presented by the regiment.
I regret to say that there is at present no volume
dealing with the intervening period.
Very truly yours,
ARTHUR PAGET,

Colonel of the Buffs.
MajorGeneral E. S. Girdwood, C.B., C.M.G.,
Commandant Royal Military College,
Sandhurst.
15/A October, 1928.
My dear General,
I have received the two prints that you have so
kindly presented to the two new reading rooms at
Sandhurst, and also two copies of the Historical
Records of the Buffs (1572 to 1704) presented by
Captain C. R. B. Knight, and two copies of the volume
dealing with the Great War, presented by the
Regiment.
Thank you very much for your most generous gift;
the prints are excellent and will look exceedingly well
in the Reading Rooms.
Will you also express to the Regiment and to
Captain Knight our gratitude to them for their kindness
in presenting us with the histories ?
We shall much appreciate having your Regimental
Histories in the Reading Rooms, and you can rest
assured that any Cadets who aspire to join your
Regiment will be encouraged to study its history while
at the College.
With renewed thanks for your kindness and for all
your help in the matter.
Yours very sincerely,
ERIC GIRDWOOD,

MajorGeneral, General Staff,
Commandant, Royal Military College.
General Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur H. Paget,
G.C.B., K.C.V.O.,
Villa Valbelle, Chemin de Benefiat,
Cannes, Alpes Maritimes,
France.
Army Signalling Instructors' Oourse.
The next regimental signalling instructors' course
for officers and noncommissioned officers will begin
at the School of Signals, Catterick Camp, Richmond,
Yorkshire, on 3rd January, 1929. The provisional
allotment of vacancies to commands and districts
gives 20 to officers and 60 to noncommissioned officers.

Matters of Interest.
TERRITORIAL ARMY.

Attendance at Annual Training Camps.
Provisional returns from the various Divisions of
the Territorial Army show that the attendance at the
Annual Training Camps this year was well maintained
as compared with that of past seasons. 5,380 officers
and 98,774 other ranks went to Camp for the full 15
days ; 462 officers and 18,520 other ranks for periods
ranging from 8 days to 14 days ; and 40 officers and
155 other ranks for shorter periods. This gave.a total
attendance. of 5,882 officers and 117,449 other ranks,
or a percentage of 87*6 of the strength of units at the
end of each Camp, compared with 86*6 per cent, last
year.
PROMOTION EXAMINATION.

We have seen the papers set at the recent promotion
examination and, if we may be permitted to say so,
we think they were extremely good and practical. For
example in the Subalterns' paper on Organization and
Regimental Duties in Peace one question was:
" Your unit has recently been presented with
a trophy for competition annually within the unit.
(a) Discuss whether the competition should be
confined to events of a nonmilitary nature;
(b) Enumerate the different events, military or non
military, which you suggest for inclusion in the
competition, stating broadly the principles
which would guide you in the marking of the
events."
Another question in this paper was:—
" How do you consider full value can be obtained
from regimental alliances ?"
The Subalterns' Tactical paper struck us as being
a particularly good one and incidentally dealt with the
operations of "C" Company, 2nd Battalion, The Buffs.
We wonder who the examiner was.
WORK FOR DISCHARGED SOLDIERS.

In September 185 soldiers completed courses of
training at Hounslow, Aldershot and Chisledon
Vocational Training Centres and were formally
discharged from the Army on the termination of their
Colour Service. Of this number 126 obtained
immediate employment in civil life, some going to
private service and positions of trust, some to brick
laying, carpentry, plastering, painting and decorating,
and others to fitting and turning, plumbing, motor
and electrical work, and other forms of employment.
TERRITORIAL ARMY OFFICERS.

Examination for Certificate "A," O.T.C.
An examination for Certificate " A," Part .
II. (written), Officers' Training Corps, will take place
on Tuesday, 13th November next. Officers of the
Territorial Army who may be desirous of attending
this examination must qualify in Part I. (practical)
before being eligible to sit for the written part.
An officer who wishes his Certificate "A" for one
branch of the service to be converted to a certificate
applicable to another branch will not be eligible to sit
for the second paper of Part II. (written) unless he has
passed Part I. (practical) of the examination for the
branch of the service to which he wishes his certificate
to apply.
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Battles of

the

Buffs.

No. 31.
NIVELEE.

10TH NOVEMBER, 1813.

A

FTER the battles of the Pyrenees the
army had remained in those mountains
looking down on to the fertile plains of France.
It was a time of great suffering : their great
coats had not arrived owing to a naval delay ;
the rain fell in torrents, and they were soaked
and shivering. Within four months 1,200
English, Germans and Spaniards deserted to
the enemy. The Portuguese deserted in equal
numbers—but they invariably went home.
To remain for the winter in the present
positions was clearly impossible and the
frontier fortresses having fallen Wellington
decided on an advance. During this period
Soult had been preparing a great defensive
system which consisted of two strong positions
crossing and recrossing the river Nivelle. The
first had its left on Mount Mondarin and
stretched across the river to Sarre and across
the marshy interval to Urogne and the sea.
The second had its left in front of Espelette,
crossing the river at Amotz and again at
Ascain before reaching the sea at St. Jean
de Euz. Both were entrenched and strongly

fortified with redoubts, but the whole position
was too extensive for the troops available to
occupy it: whereas Wellington could muster
some ninety thousand attackers, Soult could
not count on more than sixty thousand to
hold the defences.
Rain and snow delayed the attack, but on
the night of the 9th November, 1813, and in
the early morning of the 10th, the army moved
forward to the assault.
Wellington had
decided that the right and left flanks of the
French position were too strong to be attacked
successfully. But he thought that by moving
forward from Roncesvalles) where the Buffs
had been stationed) and crossing the Nivelle
near Ainhoa he would be able to break through
the first
line. Then by moving down the
right bank of the river he hoped to be able
to cut off the whole of Soult's right flank from
Bayonne. To do this, however, it would be
necessary to prevent Soult from bringing up
any reinforcements to the threatened point
from other parts of the line. The whole line
would therefore have to be attacked.
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At dawn on the 10th November the
columns moved forward. General Hill had
under him the 2nd Division, and with them
the Buffs, and was given the task of advancing
from [Maya, threatening the heights of
Mondarin, capturing Ainhoa and assaulting
the entrenchments between that place and
Amotz. On his left Beresford was to advance
from Echallar and join hands with him at
Amotz. Further to the left came more troops
and the famous Eight Division, and near the
sea General Hope was to keep the French
right division engaged. All came out as
planned: the 2nd Division carried the
village of Ainhoa and the ridge to the east
and then with the 6th Division converged
on the second line beyond; the defenders of
the redoubts, shaken no doubt by the sight of
Beresford carrying the bridge at Amotz at
the point of the bayonet, allowed their position
to be stormed and were themselves pushed
out; the French centre had been pierced
and only the three redoubts between Amotz
and Ascain still remained. Night was by now
faffing and Soult himself had hurried to Ascain
with all the troops he could collect.
Wellington therefore halted on the position
he had gained. Throughout the day Hope
had carried out his task on the extreme left,
and on the right some Spaniards had contained
Foy's division shewn on the map as on the
extreme left of the French position.
Next morning the Allies again advanced.
The French during the night had abandoned
St. Jean de Euz and had fallen back, and the
Allies reached a position from Cambo on the
river Nive to the sea near Bidart. In
a remarkably short space a really strong
French position, on which Soult had spent
three to four months' hard work, had been
captured and at last the Peninsular veterans
had succeeded in carrying the war into France.
Their casualties had amounted to 2,700 killed,
wounded and missing, the wounded including
General Byng, the Buffs' brigade commander.
The French casualties totalled over 4,200.
The Buffs lost three men killed and one officer,
one sergeant and seven men wounded.
This battle is considered one of the master
pieces of Eord Wellington. He had brought
up his columns through exceptionally difficult
country with masterly skiff and secrecy. He
succeeded in massing overwhelming numbers
at the crucial points. Hill with his 20,000
men had assaulted 5,000; Beresford with
24,000 had found 10,000 in the positions he
had before him; further west 8,000 had
converged on 3,000. On the other hand in
the less important parts of the battle front

Hope with 19,000 had engaged the attentions
throughout the day of a force of 25,000 while
on the extreme east 6,000 indifferent Spanish
troops had contained double that number
under Foy and Abbe. Before this it had been
said that the British soldier could only fight
on the defensive, but on the 10th November,
1813, it was proved otherwise and the Buffs
may well be proud to have fought under such
an outstanding commander and in such a
glorious victory.
E.F.H.
Records of Other Regiments—continued from p. 347.
The H.A.C. supplied many men to the City Imperial
Volunteers and other units during the Boer War. In
1914 the corps consisted of two Horse Artillery
Batteries, an Infantry Battalion, and a Veteran
Reserve composed of members who had served not less
than eight years. The Artillery were dressed in a
similar manner to the Royal Horse Artillery of the
Regular Army, wearing the usual R.A. cap badge
(a gun) with their own motto " Arma Pacis Fulcra "
(Arms the supports of peace) ; the Infantry uniform
was modelled on that of the Grenadier Guards, their
cap badge being a flaming grenade, with the regimental
monogram on the ball.
Before the close of the Great War, six batteries of
R.H.A., one R.G.A. Siege Battery and three Infantry
battalions had been raised by the H.A.C. The 1st
H.A.C. Infantry went to France in September, 1914,
and served on the Western Front until after the
Armistice, when they went to Cologne. Two officers
of this battalion (Lieutenants R. L. Haine and A. O.
(Pollard) won the V.C. in 1917. The 2nd H.A.C.
Infantry landed in France in October, 1916. After
seeing heavy fighting at Beaumont Hamel, Bullecourt
and Passchendaele Ridge, they were transferred to the
Italian Front, where they remained until the end of
the war. The Artillery batteries served in France,
Egypt, Palestine and Aden. Over four thousand
members of the H.A.C. received commissions during
the Great War. It is the custom for all officers of the
H.A.C. to serve for a period in the ranks before being
commissioned.
Ten of the thirtyeight Battle Honours won by the
Battalions and batteries of the H.A.C. appear on the
King's Colour, this being the only known case in the
British Army where Battle Honours won by artillery
men are borne on the Colours. The Regimental Colour,
which is of blue silk, bears the ancient coat of arms
of the H.A.C., with a musketeer and a pikeman as
supporters.
*
R. MAURICE HILL.

Note.
The Annual Jumble Sale, in aid of the Past
and Present Association, will be held at Canter
bury in November. The Secretary of the
Association would be most grateful for any
things which readers can spare for this Sale.
Parcels should be addressed to the Secretary,
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, Depot,
Canterbury.

THE DRAGON

Records of

347

Other Regiments.
No. XLIII.

THE HONOURABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY.
BATTLE HONOURS.

Borne on the King's Colour:—" South Africa,
190002," " Ypres, 191517," " Somme, 191618,"
" Ancre, 1916," " Arras, 191718," " Bullecourt,"
" Passchendaele," " Prance and Flanders, 191418,"
" Vittorio Veneto," "Gaza," "Jerusalem."
*

*

*

*

The Honourable Artillery Company, on whose
parade ground at Finsbury the presentation of new
Colours to the 2nd Buffs recently took place, has
a longer history than any other Territorial unit.
As is well known, the H.A.C., like The Buffs, claim
descent from the Trained Bands of the City of London,
the exact date of whose formation is lost in the mists
of antiquity. So far back in ^history as 1087, when
the throne of England was occupied by William Rufus,
" The Red King " whose reign closed so tragically in
the New Forest, we read that " certain of the better
class of citizens banded themselves together as an
Armed Company in order the better to protect the
merchants of London from the numbers of robbers who
infested the City" ; these may be regarded as the
early representatives of the London Trained Bands.
In 1537, King Henry VIII granted a Charter to
" the Guild or Fraternity of Saint George," a society
which existed for the encouragement of " the science
of artillery," which, in the older sense of the word,
included " Longbowes, Crossbowes, and Handgonnes."
This guild, which bore some resemblance to a modern
Territorial unit, in so far as it consisted of merchants
and other civilians who devoted part of their time to
learning " the Feat of Shootinge " (as it is called in
a Proclamation issued by the Lord Mayor of London
in 1557), formed the nucleus from which the H.A.C.
of the present day has gradually developed.
At the time of the Spanish Armada, 1588, it is
recorded that several members of " the Artillery
Company"—an alternative title which was then
beginning to be used—were appointed officers in charge
of the levies mustered to defend England against the
threatened Spanish invasion. This is the first, but by
no means the last, occasion when we find the H.A.C.
acting as an Officers' Training Corps. For many years
all the officers of the London Trained Bands had to be
trained by the H.A.C. Incidentally it may be
mentioned that the H.A.C. and The Buffs are the only
two units of the Army which have been in existence
ever since the days of " Good Queen Bess."
With regard to the title of the regiment, this
underwent innumerable variations during the first
century and a half of its existence. In a book
" London's Artillery," published by one Robert
Nicholls in 1616, he explains that they are " generally
so called by the ignorant vulgar, and the French word
' Infantrie ' would be scarce intelligible to the common
reader."
Phillip Skippon, who was appointed Captain of the
Company and Commander of the City Forces in 1639,
forms a connecting link between the H.A.C. and The
Buffs, for he had seen much hard fighting in the ranks
of the English troops serving in the Netherlands.
During the Civil War Skippon rose to high command
in the Parliamentarian forces.

In 1768 the Corporation requested the Company to
furnish Guards and Escorts for His Majesty the King
of Denmark when he visited London. Since then
the H.A.C. have found a Guard of Honour for every
foreign monarch who has visited the Metropolis, the
last occasion being the visit of King Ainannullah of
Afghanistan, a few months ago.
Until 1779 the H.A.C. continued to train officers
for the City Trained Bands, to parade on Lord Mayor's
Day and other ceremonial occasions, also to suppress
riots from time to time. In that year there was
trouble between the Court of Assistants (the title
borne by the " management committee " of the H.A.C.)
and the Corporation of London which led to a severance
of its connection with the City Fathers and the Trained
Bands.
The year 1780 is a memorable one in the annals
of the Honourable Artillery Company, for it was in
June of this year that they played a prominent part
in the suppression of the " No Popery Riots," when
a mob, one hundred thousand strong, led by a crazy
Scottish nobleman, started looting the houses of
Roman Catholics, and ended by attacking the Bank
of England and the Tower of London. Those who
would learn more of this interesting period—the only
time in history when London has ever been at the
mercy of a revolutionary mob—are recommended to
read the novel " Barnaby Rudge " by Charles Dickens.
Two brass field guns were presented by the Lord Mayor
to the H.A.C. " for their signal services in suppressing
the dangerous riots in the month of June, 1780 " ; so
they became artillerymen in fact as well as in name.
The formation of the artillery section of the H.A.C.
is important as being the first instance of field guns
being entrusted to a volunteer corps.
In 1782 arrangements were made for detachments
of the H.A.C. to attend at all fires, " to secure
the Unfortunate from the Depredations of the Rabble."
In the same year, parties of them patrolled the roads
around the metropolis from time to time, and were
instrumental in arresting several murderers, high
waymen, footpads, and other undesirable persons.
They also captured several " idle young fellows," who
were handed oyer to the naval pressgang. One way
of solving an unemployment problem !
In 1798 the Artillery Division of the H.A.C. were
granted the right to wear the Ordnance Arms on their
buttons, a distinction they still retain.
During the Napoleonic Wars volunteer corps
abounded in every part of the United Kingdom, but
after Waterloo they were all disbanded; the H.A.C.
and a few Yeomanry corps being the only citizen
soldiers until the revival of the Volunteer Force in
1759.
In 1830, by command of King William III, the
Infantry of the H.A.C., who had worn scarlet with blue
facings, since 1781, adopted a uniform similar to, that
of the Grenadier Guards, except that silver lace was
substituted for gold. In 1866 their right to the title
of " The Honourable Artillery Company " was officially
confirmed. Their right to rank immediately after
the Regular Army, and to take precedence over all
other auxiliary units (Militia, Yeomanry or Volunteers)
was. frequently challenged, and invariably confirmed,
during the nineteenth century.
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INUTES of the 82nd meeting of the Regimental
Committee and the Executive Committee of the
Past and Present Association, The Buffs, held at the
Naval and Military Club, London, on Saturday, 20th
October, 1928, at 12 noon.

Present:
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge, K.C.B. (in the
Chair).
Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E. (Secretary).
Lieut.Colonels R. E. Power, D.S.O., and J.
Crookenden, D.S.O.
Majors F. W. Tomlinson and C. S. Field, O.B.E.
Captain C. J. Wood, M.C.
MINUTES of the last meeting were approved and
signed.
Regimental Committee.
REGIMENTAL HISTORY.—In connection with the
abbreviated history now nearing completion, authority
was given to Major Tomlinson to call for estimates in
connection with its publication.
OFFICIAL VISIT TO CANADA.—With reference to the
visit of Major H. G. Eady, General Staff, to Canada,
it was decided to accept the War Office suggestion that
this officer should bring to the notice of our Allied
Regiment any matter in which it might be able to assist
us. It was therefore decided to send to the War Office
a copy of this office letter submitted to the Queen's
Own Rifles in September, 1926, on the question of
emigration, with a view to the suggestions contained
therein being carefully considered and, if possible,
agreed to.
COTTAGE HOMES.—With reference to the proposal
that the invested funds of the Cottage Homes should
be transferred to the Charity Commissioners, it was
decided that this proposal should be referred to the
existing Trustees for their views.
Past and Present Association.
PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION DINNER.—It was
decided that in future, the Past and Present Association
dinner should be held annually oh the first Saturday
in October.
FINANCE :—.



(a) Major Tomlinson undertook to enquire as to
whether Mrs. ——, widow of the late Captain
, was at the moment in any serious financial
difficulty; and if not, itwas decided that the
question of a.grant to assist her should be
deferred until a definite reply had been received
from the Bourke Trust, regarding this lady's
case.
(ib) A loan of £9 10s. was approved in the case of
,
to enable him to pay overdue rent and so retain
his home.
(c) With reference to the loan asked for. by
 of
£100 to enable him to purchase a house, the
Committee regretted it could not approve.
id) Regarding the appeal for assistance from Mrs.
,
, widpw of the late ——, the Committee
considered this widow should receive assistance
from the Aldershot Branch of the S.S.F.A.
(e) A grant of £10 was approved in the case of —,
whose father was killed in the Regiment during
the War, in order to permit of this boy's
education at a Technical  College being
continued pending his qualifying for entry
into the R.A.F.

(/) The Committee regretted it was unable to see its
way to granting free motor transport for the
staff of the Depot visiting branch enter
tainments.
BRANCHES.—With reference to the proposal that
a Branch should be started at Hythe, the Committee,
whilst strongly in favour of encouraging branches,
was of opinion that it was unnecessary to establish
a branch at Hythe and another at Folkestone and
decided that the best solution would be for the
formation of a joint branch, titled " The Folkestone
and Hythe Branch."
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING.—TO be held at the
Depot on Saturday, 15th December, at 5 p.m.
DISBURSEMENTS.

During the period 18/9/28 to 18/10/28 the following
disbursements have been made :—
£ s. d.
Sept. 19. Grant
4 0 0
24. Grant
0 10 0
28. Grant
0 2 6
28. Grant
2 0 0
Oct. 2. Loan
4 0 0
2. Grant
1 10 0
5. Grant
2 0 0
6. Grant
1 0 0
6. Grant
1 0 0
8. Grant
0 5 0
8. Grant
2 0 0
8. Grant
1 0 0
8. Grant
3 0 0
12. Grant
2 0 0
15. Giant
0 10 0
16. Grant
1 0 0
NEW MEMBERS.

During the period 18/9/28 to 18/10/28 the following
new members have joined :—
Life Members.—G. C. Whetten, A. W. Twyman,
A. F. Bennett, G. W. Peirce.
Annual Subscribers.—T. W. Davis, J. Benham,
W. Mitchell, R. Deal, H. Barrett, R. Dryland, J. Clark,
E. Oak, J. Knight, W. Durling, J. McNamara, T. J.
Sullivan, G. W. Waller, T. Carter, H. E. Allingham,
W. Fohvell, J. Spriggs, W. Mears, H. Smith, P.
Marshall, A. Hirons, B. H. Sims.
Annual Dinner.
HE Annual Dinner of the Association was held
at the Cannon Street Hotel, at 7 p.m., on 20th
October.
The total number present including some thirty
officers was 188, rather a big falling off from last
year.
It is fully realised that the expenses necessarily
incurred in attending the dinner in London are often
beyond the means of many members, but it is hoped
that when the annual dinner is. held in Kent, the
numbers attending may more than justify the change
of venue.
A list of those attending is appended. It is
regretted that the Regimental numbers have not
been obtained, as this would have those, reading this
account, to ascertain which of their actual friends
were at the reunion.

T

Photo by Fradclle <&- Young, Emerald Street, London.
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A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Morley for his kindness
The menu provided left little to complain of, though
the service, especially as regards liquid refreshment, in in framing "two photographs of the Church Parade at Canterbury.
Mr. A. Watson, Secretary of the Sports Section, was elected on the
the early part of, the .dinner, was inadequate.
General Committee.
There were no. speeches, but the following toasts
The remainder of the evening was spent in harmony with Mr.
Keene as Pianist, Messrs. L/Cpl. King, Sweatman, Hammond, Mac
were drunkH.M. The King, The King of Denmark,
Williams, Cowell and Court rendering songs.
and General tike Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur Paget.
J L.
MajorGeneral Sir Guy Bainbridge, Chairman,
in proposing! /die toast to General Sir Arthpr Paget,
London Branch.
conveyed a tnessage to the meeting and further added,
The usual monthly meeting was held on the 13th October. Captain
much to the regret of all, that since .receiving this ' J. 15.
Enright was in the chair. The members were pleased to welcome
message from' Sir' Arthur, he had heard from Cannes Colonel H. Findlay, C.B.E., also Captain and Adjutant E. Foster Hall,
M.C. and R.S.M. Vaughan who brought greetings from the 2nd
that our Colonel was very far, from well.
Battalion.
Telegrams conveying good wishes were read out
MINUTES.—The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—The Chairman stated he had received a letter
at the meeting and received from the Canterbury,
from General Sir Arthur Lynden Bell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., expressing
Ashford and Thanet Branches.
sincere regret at being unable to be present owing to attending the
.Ashford meetings He had sent the "White Heather" to let the
The following is a list of those present:—
Branch know he never forgets them. The thanks of the members was
Sgt. Adanls, E.  C. Ainge, Atkins, T. Atkinson, accorded General Sir Arthur.
G. H. Austin, A. Allen, H. E. Allingham, V. Boucher,
ANNUAL DINNER.—It was urged on all present to make every
endeavour to be present at the Annual Dinner on October 20th.
Colonel E. B. Burns, MajorGeneral Sir A. LyndenBell,
P. T. G. LyndenBell, MajorGeneral Sir Guy
VISIT TO " MEDWAY " BRANCH.—Members were reminded of the
Bainbridge, Lt.Colonel M. Beevor, E. Bush, T. Bush,
visit to the above Branch on November 24th next. Latest date for
W. Barnett,' H. Blackman, A. Burville, Burgess, P. booking seats will be the November meeting night. Charabanc fare :
41 return.
Bowyer, Ba?:,; Blacker, 'Capt. A. Barton, A. W. Bailer,
MEMBERSHIP CARDS.—The membership card and Branch Diary is
E A. Bailie,) Blackman, E. L. Bolton, H. T. Burt,
now ready for issue to all who have paid their subscription for 1929.
B. Barnes, A.F. Bennett, H. E. Barham, W. Brookes,
It is hoped all members will pay next year's subscription early so as
W. E. Browne, Capt. L. Causton, N. Clarke, Capt. to be in possession of the card.
E. A. Carter,' G. H. Coley, Cork, G. Cooper, A. H.
SHOOTING MATCH.—The Chairman announced that the shooting
Charlton, C. Crane, Covenay, Capt. T. Cook, Cropton,
match against Dover resulted in the Dover Branch winning by ten
points. The announcement was received with cheers.
Coad, S. Clinker, Capt. W. S. Cole, S. J. Cole,
E. Chisnell, Lt.Col. J. Crookenden, Capt. S. B.
CHRISTMAS DRAW.—The Chairman reminded members that the
Donald, W. Dampier, N. J. Dalton, J. S. Durham,
draw books were available from Mr. Lamb and he hoped each
member
would do his best to sell at least one book at 2/6.
E. S. Dixon, . A. Debling, Denney, R. Diamond,
S. Davy, Capt. J. E. Enright, T. Evans, G. Eaton,
COLONEL FINDLAY, C.B.E—Colonel Findlay, C.B.E, addressed
the meeting. He spoke about the Annual Dinner and trusted the
Colonel H. Findlay, Major C. S. Field, G. S. Fawcett,
Branch would do its utmost to make it a great success. Speaking
H. Foot, Fpote, Field, Fry, Major F. W. Foster, J. E.
unofficially, he thought Branches might be having too many social
Giles, Gale, A. Goodwin, Gadd, J. H. Green, Goatley,
functions whereby the big events of the Association—hke the annual
F. George, Capt. A. E. Lloyd Hardcastle, Capt. C. E. dinner—might suffer therefrom. He urged all Brandies to guard
Hamilton, Hariohs, G. Hall, Hukins, Hicky, E. Hewitt, against the possibility of members having to spend more than they can
the undcrman, which might mean either shortness
G. Harrison, C. Hanson, Capt. Hart, Hawkins, V. J. afford—particularly
of pocket money for the member or the home.
Hallam, Huxter, Ingrim, Ings, Major H. G. James,
LIFE MEMBERSHIP.—Capt. T. O. Cook raised the question of the
Capt. B. Jacobs, H. A. Jones, W. Jones, Major F. H.
necessity of all trying to become "Life" Members. Colonel Findlay
Keeler, H. S. Knocker, Major Keown, J. E. King, responded
and pointed out the advantages of "Life" membership
C. Bomber, F. H. Kenning, R. Knott, Keen, J. W.
both to the individual and the Association.
Kesby, J. King, R. Linkuis, T. Lamb, G. Lehane,
SECOND BATTALION GREETINGS.—Capt. and Adjutant E. Foster
J. Lansdell, Capt. Newton Moss, F. E. Martin, M.
Hall, M.C., gave us a happy greeting from the Commanding Officer,
Officers and Other Ranks of the 2nd Battalion. He pointed out that
Manning, V. G. MacMahon, O. Massey, T. Maplesden,
owing to a large number of men being on furlough he did not antidpate
McNulty, W. K. Martin, Moss, H. Millard, C. Marsden,
more than 62 being at the annual dinner. R.S.M. Vaughan gave us
Negis, Norris, Capt. Palmer, Lt.Colonel R. E. Power, another
of his stirring speeches and made one feel proud of him as a
W. H. Port, G. W. Peacock, Pettitt, F. Potter, W. E.
Buff. He told us of the praise the Battalion received after the recent
manoeuvres, particularly for its splendid marching.
Plater, A. J. D. Rose, W. Richardson, G. Ricketts,
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.—A resolution was put and carried
A. W. Roullier, Richardson, J. Ramage, B. Richards,
unanimously that this Branch tenders to His Grace the Archbishop
J. Stone, Capt. E. Smith, Stevens, S. A. Scott, W. J. of
Canterbury its sympathetic greetings on his retirement from the
Stanger, Shoobridge, A. Salsbury, C. Smith, H. S.
Archbishopric.
Shorter, H. E. Spikin, S. W. Spears, W. Sandon, P.
MR. AND MRS. HILL'S GIFT.—Mr. and Mrs. Hills kindly gave the
Stroud, C. Scrivens, Colonel A. G. Trollope, Tong, large pared of groceries unclaimed at the Ladies' Garden Fete, to a
Terry, Tong, A. F. Thornton, A. W. Twyman, T. Tobin, deserving member, Mr.
.
H. Uden, C. Varriham, Vaughan, A. Viney, DeVroome,
DONATION.—Mr. Lovie—our genial host—kindly presented the
Branch
with
a
further
donation
of five guineas in appreciation of their
Capt. Wilson, Wittering, G. C. Whetten, R. G. Warne,
comradeship and excellent behaviour whilst using the Hotel. The
J. Wills, Watts, Watson, F. W. Wells, F. Wakeman,
gift was received with musical honours and sincerest thanks.
E. Walters, E H. West, E. P. White, Wellham, A. E.
CHAIRMAN'S REMARKS.—The Chairman summed up the various
Warren, F. Williams, N. Whetanded, F. Wakefield,
points raised and assured Colond Findlay he could rdy upon the
W. Wheeler, A. Yates.
London Branch not being the cause of any member going short of cash
through social functions. Eadi member was extremely careful and
Ashford Branch.
" excess " in any matter appertaining to the wellbeing of the branch
The usual monthly meeting took place at the Market Hotel, on
Saturday, 13th October.
Mr. H. Ades was Chairman and Mr. J. King, ViceChairman. The
minutes of the previous meeting were discussed and passed as read.
It was decided to hold a Church Parade on Sunday,, October 21st
and to place a wreath on the Ashford Memorial.
The Branch Annual Dinner will be held in the Market Hotel, on
Saturday, November 10th at 7.30 p.m., when It is liopeda good number
will sit down.

is strictly prohibited. He thought the dinner might be better
supported by old Buffs in Kent. If the dinner is hdd at Ashford next
year he would almost guarantee a large .party from London. The
question of " Life" membership would be dealt with by the Branch
Committee as to the best ways and means of securing this. He wel
comed, on behalf of the Branch, Capt. Foster Hall and R.S.M. Vaughan
and said the Branch will never erase from their minds the hospitality
accorded them by the 2nd Battalion.
CONCERT.—A concert followed and songs were sung by Capt.
Foster Hall, Mr. Eaton, Mr. Debling, Mr. Tapsell, Mr. Whirehead,
Mr. Gadd, Capt. Cook. Recitations by Mr. Tong.
J E.
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At the commencement of the proceedings the chair was taken by
Major Donald J. Dean, V.C., supported by Captain A. Barton (Chair
As a mark of appreciation for the very many actsof kindness shewn
man of the Medway Branch), Lieut. F. F. "Boucher (2nd Volunteer
to the London Branch by General Sir Arthur, it was decided to present
Battalion, the Buffs), DrillInstructor Freeman, and Mr.'S. H. Smith
him with an " Illuminated Address " containing the signatures thereto
(Chatham) (Secretary of the Medway Branch).
of 'the members.
The Chairman announced that a letter had been received from
The "Address" has now been formally' handed over with the
General Sir Arthur Lynden Bell, the President of the Association,
signatures of over 180 members of the London Branch, many of whom
ducked " nuts " with the General on the field of Rugger, shivered when
who regretted that he was unable to be present.
they saw him on the parade ground, but now only think of the happy
Captain Barton, in explaining the object of the meeting, confessed
days spent under him. It is eventually hoped to obtain the signatures
that the Medway towns were a bit slow at first in taking up the work
of the entire Branch. numbering almost 400, .but it is difficult to get
of the Association, but now they had become organised and had nearly
them altogether at the one time. It will be done in due course. It.
100 paying members. The object of that Association was to keep up
is also hoped to append the signatures to the testimonial of members
the pride and the spirit of the Buffs, and also to help good and deserv
of other Branches who were at' Wrotham.
'
ing Buffs to try to help themselves. The Captain reminded those
In handing over the " Address," the Chairman said he could not
present
that if" they desired to participate .in the benefits of the
add anything very much to what the members already knew. They
Association
they must keep up the fees, A fee of a guinea entitled
all felt" that in General Sir Arthur the Association had a real friend
anyone
to
life membership, and ordinary membership was 2/6 a year.
whose paramount interest in life seemed to be taken up with the wel
He
hoped
that
at Sittingbourne they would get so strong^ that when
fare of those who had served in the Regiment. Long may he be spared
they had 50 members they would have a Branch of their own, for
to continue such noble work. :
acting as an independent Branch they could help their own men better
Major H. E. James spoke at length in supporting the presentation
than could be done by working from another Branch.
and pointed out the wonderful spirit of Buff fellowship which knitted
all ranks together and which, could be found,nowhere else than in the
A number of persons then filed up to pay their fees, the first man to
old regiment. It was a moving sight to see Gunner Lee, Spud Austin,
sign on being Regimental SergeantMajor O: G. Hartridge, Some
Donkey Warren, Nobby Clarke and the remaining members present ' where about 30 members were initiated on Saturday, but it is hoped
gripping the General by the hand. _
that at least as many more will become members in the Sittingbourne
and Milton district. 
Sir Arthur replied'and said the event had moved him very much
indeed and the beautiful"" Address " would for ever remain his most
Colonel H. Findlay (Canterbury), Secretary of the Executive
treasured possession. '"It would go down to posterity as a family  Committee
Buffs Association, had a most cordial welcome when
heirloom. It was proof of the great affection old Buffs entertained . he arrived ofinthe
the hall and took the chair.' The_ gallant Colonel
for their regiment and. their officers. He implored all to stick together
said it .gave him very great pleasure to come to Sittingbourne to tell
and never to let anythihgcome between them and their comradeship,
them all about what he honestly believed was the best Club in England.
loyalty, devotion to djity and wellbeing. He was deeply touched by
That was the Association of Past and Present Buffs. " I am a member
the happy thought of.including his wife and daughter in the " Address '
of
several Clubs," he said, " but there is no Club I walk into where I
and he appreciated it more than words could express.
. meet with more pals than when I enter a meeting of this Association.
(Applause). I get numbers of letters and receive visits from people
all making enquiries asking my advice about running similar
Dbver Branch.
Associations. These letters and enquiries come from General Officers
downwards, and they all come to me, for they think they are going to
We had a nice meeting on." the 12th October and the Doverians
get
a good tip. This Association, continued the Colonel, is growing.
rallied round in great 'style.
In the last twelve months I am not exaggerating when I say that
A.series of games with the Ashford Branch was arranged for the
we have got over 700 members, and vou can take it from me that these
3rd November and this ought to be an enjoyable evening.
 men would not join an Association like ours unless they know they
are putting their money on the right horse. My tip to you is—Join
The thanks of the Dover Branch go out to Colonel Findlay for his
the Association." (Applause). The Colonel said there was one thing
kindness in presenting a: Cup for a Billiards .Tournament and this will
that membership did, and that was to' help them to keep their old
be arranged at our neal meeting in'November.
friends. These meetings did so encourage friendly association.
A letter was read from Sir Arthur Lynden Bell regretting his
" bucking," telling, one another old yarns; and bringing about a
inability to attend.

 feeling which they aimed to retain..  Alluding to the recent memorial
service at Canterbury, Colonel Findlay said it was a record and since
Our Branch Anniversary .Dinner is to be held in the Drill Hall,
that "service he had "had letters'from several people about it, people
on the 16th November.' ;It'is extremely kind of Lieut.'J. Sherwood
who were very much impressed with it all. He had reason _to believe
to let us have the Hall for this purpose. We ought to have a good
that that gathering would grow until it would be necessary, instead of
gathei log on this occasion.
' having the men in the Depot, to pitch, a camp outside. (Hear, hear).
Mr. Evans got busy with his Christmas Draw Books and the Thrift . Hesuggested the formation of a camp of old Buffs marching through
Club improved its position by getting new members and plenty of
" sleepy old Kent. Let people see what the Buffs really are." Last
subscriptions.
year, said the Colonel, they spent over £1,000 in helping old Buffs
who were on their beam ends, helping the widows with regard to
There will be a parade and march to the Dover War Memorial on
,
pensions,
helping people into convalescent homes, and also in assisting
Sunday, the 11th November. "D" Company, 4fh Battalion are
attending S. Mary's Church so if we parade at the Drill Hall we can  with railway fares men who had to travel in order to get employment.
He
considered
that the Association was one of the finest insurances in
march with them along Maison Dieu Road to the Town Hall. They
the.world. TheColonel humorously remarked that he understood
will leave us there for the'Service.at'the Memorial whilst they go on to
the
Medway
Branch
had thrown out a challenge to Sittingbourne,
S. Mary's Church. This' is agood arrangement and we are hoping for
a good muster of all'the East Buffs in Dover who can manage to be "and he wanted to see a Branch established at Sittingbourne, where
:the
Buffs
had
a
very
strong
hold. He wanted to live long enough to
there. '
  '
see a Brigade of old Buffs on parade, and he urged old Buffs who had
Lieut. J. Sherwoddj. ina. speech, thanked those memberswho
not done so to join the Association. The Executive Committee of
assisted in the Oriental; Fair, ile said they were of the very'greatest
the Society, he explained, was formed entirely .of officers, but branches
help and to them he attributed in a great measure the success of the
Would have their representatives on a .Sub Cojnmittee, which stood in
Fair.  A good sum waS handed over as the result. 
,. th'e relationship .to the Executive Committee like the House of Com
Six new members.joined the'Thrift Club and four new members ' mons to the HouSe of Lords. He said the officers would always assist
them, and emphasised that the Association; was not in opposition
joined the Dover Branch.; This makes our strength 211.
' tothat wonderful organization, the British Legion. He would like
We were successfiil'.in pur shoot with the London Branch but only
to make it perfectly clear that they were not in opposition to the
by ten points. A fine sporting'letter from Capt. Joe Enright was read
British Legion or any Other organization, and the Colonel concluded a
to the meeting. We.are very pleased some of their " Deadwoods "  soldierlike speech.by wishing the subbranch of the Association at
were away on that occasion. But so were some of ours.
Sittingbourfae.'evefy subcess. He resumed his seat amid loud applause.
MAJORGENERAL SIR ARTHUR I/VNDEN BELL, K.C.B., K.C.M.G.

The, appiadse hfcd no sooner died away than a whitehaired Buff
sprang. to his feet, and said, " I would like to say that I agree with
every wbrd'youhaye said." (Cheers).
Under the auspices pf .the Medway Branch of the Past and Present
Major Dean announced that the reuniondinner of the 4th Buffs
Association of The Buffs,"a:mceting was held in the" Drill Hall, Sitting ,
bourne, on Saturday'evening, with the object of forming a subbranch  would be held at .Canterbury on October27th.' He also announced
that
at Sittingbourne they had a Branch of the Miniature Rifles
of this Association for Sittingbourne, Milton and district. It was
Association, and met in.the Drill Hall every week for shooting. The
regarded as " Buffs' Night," for past and present Buffs of the Line,
annual
subscription was 2/6, and he suggested that matches might be
as well as past and present men of the 4th Buffs (Territorials), including
arranged and so increase interest.
a few veterans of the " Old Guard," were present in force. In the
large and happy gathering the genius of Drill Instructor H. G. Freeman,
Air. Smith, the Chatham Secretary, announced that the first annual
the " live wire" of the Sittingbourne Territorials, could be traced.
dinner of the Medway Branch of the Association would be held on the
The hall was decorated for the occasion, the tables that dotted the
following Friday evening at Gillingham,
room were adorned with flowers, and the Sittingbourne Territorials'
During the evening also a telephone message was dispatched from
splendid array of trophies and silver plate was displayed along the
front of the stage, and over them shone refulgently the Dragon, in the
the Drill Hall to the London Branch, as follows :—" Greetings from 100
form of a cleverly executed device with.an electric light effect.
Buffs at Sittingbourne."

SittingiJourne Sub Branch.
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Round and About.

THANE? BRANCH.
There was a thoroughly successful gathering of past and present
members of the various battalions of The Buffs at the Drill Hall, Will
son's Road, Ramsgate, on Friday, to launch successfully the Isle of
Tlianet Branch of the regimental association.
Capt. C. S. F. Witts, T.D., commanding "A" (Thanet) Company
of the 4th Battalion, presided, by request, and the attendance included
Col. H. Findlay, C.B.E., secretary of the Past and Present Association
of The Buffs, Major G. T. D. Hickman (of The Buffs, and a fonner
adjutant of the 1st V.B., wellknown to old hands of the Thanet
Companies), and Lieut. H. D. Rose (commanding theRamsgate Platoon
of "A" Company). .
Capt. Witts was brief, bright and brotherly in his opening remarks.
He gave glad benison to the decision to form an Isle of Thanet Branch
of the Past and Present Association, promised the cooperation of
the Present so far as he could ensure it, presented the amenities of the
Drill Hall and its appurtenances for the use of the members of toe
branch, wished toe whole issue good luck, and invited toe assembly
to " get on with it."
They did. Mr. Fuller proposed and Mr. Charles Herbert (Sgt.
Major "Tubby") formally seconded the necessary resolution that
a branch of the association be formed for the Isle of Thanet.
Capt. Witts having expressed the view that he would rather an old
Past Buff be elected chairman of the branch, Mr. Birch proposed,
and Mr. Herbert seconded, that Capt. H. G. Ticehurst be elected to
toe post.
Again unanimous, and Capt. Ticehurst took the chair. (Although
not commissioned in The Buffs, Mr. Ticehurst served in the band of
the old Volunteer Battalion, under Bandmaster the late Mr. William
Thome, withthe band that made itself notable by its repeated victories
at the Crystal Palace contests. He is the proprietor of Prebble's Hotel,
in Chatham Street, Ramsgate, and a popular member of the Ramsgate
Branch of the British Legion).
On the proposition of Capt. Witts, ExR.S.M. W. Jeffery, M.C. and
R.Q.M.S. C. J. Mullett were appointed joint honorary secretaries.
Mr. Mullett proposed and Mr. Ashby seconded that Capt. Witts
be elected honorary treasurer. (" And so say all The Buffs1 ' )
Col. Findlay was in great form. He described, in breezy style,
all the aims and ambitions of toe Past and Present Association and
gfcetchM the record of its good work. Throughout the whole of his
remarks there was expressed that spirit which the regiment preserves
no matter the battalion to which a man may belong—" Once a Buff
always a Buff." The many advantages of membership, social and
physical, were clearly explained.
The following were elected as a provisional committee to carry on
until the other parts of Thanet are officially " roped in : Lieut.
Rose, Sgt. B. Baldwin (of the Borough Police), Messrs. C. Herbert,
E. J. Birch, T. H. Miller, W. Larkins, J. Wardle, R. H. George, R.
Goldsmith and W. A. Hunter, with the honorary officials exofficio
members.
.
Those who joined, or intimated their intention of joining the branch
included Messrs. W. Larkins (l/4to Batt.), F. W. Fuller (4th) W.
Cavell (3rd), F. C. Ashby (4th), W. A. Hunter (1st V.B.), F. P. J.
Hammon (l/4th), J. Wardle (1st V.B.), H. S. Smith (2nd), J. W. Collins
(1/4til), C. A. Saunders (1st), E. J Birch (6th), R. H. George (4th),
W. Teffrev, M.C., W. Lambert (4th), T. H. Miller (2nd), C. Herbert
(2nd), G. J. K. Blackburn (1st V.B.), A. Saxby (10th), A. C. Jannan
(4th), J. T. Champs (4th), W. J. Smith (3rd); H. D. Rose (4to), H. G.
Ticehurst (5th), C. J. Mullett (4th), A. Pantony, Broadstairs (4th),
L. Jennings (4th), and W. G. Reynolds (4th).
Votes of thanks to each and all concerned in toe formation of the
branch followed, in. machinegunfire speeches, and fraternisation
naturally ensued.
Many apologies were received from old Buffs unable to be present,
but expressing their desire to " Parker up and become part of the show.
" Veteri Frondescit Honore."
Thanet Advertiser.

Oanterbury Branch.
A meeting of about forty Past Buffs was held at toe Drill Hall,
Canterbury, on Thursday, 18th October. Major F. H. Keeler, T.D.,
was in the Chair.
A resolution was passed to form a Branch of the Past and Present
at Canterbury, to be called the Canterbury and District Branch. 
The following were elected pro tem.
Chairman: Major F. H. Keeler, T.D.
Secretary: Mr. G. W. Pierce.
Committee: Messrs. H. Sanger, T. Holloway, J. Ives, J. W. Baker,
B. H. Sims, H. A. Jones.
It was resolved that toe Committee meet at the " Ben Johnson,"
Guildhall Street, at 7.30 pan., on 24to November, 1928, to make
arrangements for a General Meeting of all Buffs in Canterbury and
District in the near future.
Thirtythree names and addresses of Past Buffs were handed in
a number of which were new members of the Association.
______

The exceptional Summer which we
have lately enjoyed has brought about
the curious phenomenon of an unhasty
Autumn. The trees seem unwilling to part with their
leaves and the colours of foliage have been very
beautiful. The expert view is that after so many
months of dry weather the leaves do not decay and
drop, but are pushed off by the growing buds. In the;
last day or, two Nature has intervened with
tempestuous winds and rain to hurry on the process
of decay. Weatherwise people appear to differ as
to whether the coming winter will be severe. The
argument of one side is that good summers arefollowed
naturally by hard winters. Against this the other
faction says that the earth has absorbed so
much warmth that ground frosts will not be severe till
late in the winter. We shall see.
DILATORY
AUTUMN.

DISCOVERING There is a peculiar thrill in coming
ENGLAND, upon some hidden beauty or interest

practically at one's doorstep.
The journey by train from London to Canterbury
and Dover is by no means uninteresting, but few people
would think of looking at Chatham. Indeed the name
of the place suggests a large, unlovely town, huddled
between two overpowering hills. Rochester needs no
recommendation. The view from, the train of the
old place, dominated by castle and cathedral and
splendidly situated on the imposing Medway, is one
of the most beautiful sights in Southern England.
Chatham does not call insistently. I am bound to
admit that the town itself has little to recommend it.
It is like many another naval port and perhaps a little
worse. What, however, is worth having a look at is
the harbour. By harbour I mean that part which is
not Dockyard; the haven in which big brownsailed
Thames barges cluster so picturesquely. Off the
garish main street of Chatham lead innumerable narrow
alleys which give on to wharves whose appearance
cannot have altered much for the last two hundred
years. Here are black wooden houses with richly
coloured pantiled roofs and all the exciting
paraphernalia of shipping and sailormen. Seafaring
men are like farmers in one respect; their eye for
colour. They do not think, as most landsmen do,
that cream and chocolate are the only colours for wood
work. They slap on a pot of apple green or orange
without a qualm and achieve beauty and cheerfulness.

*
*
*
GALLIPOLI There has lately been published by
THROUGH
Hutchinson* a book by a German who
GERMAN EYES, was present throughout the Gallipoli
campaign. It is an exceptional book,
written with fairness and from deep knowledge of that
tragic campaign. Those who saw service in Gallipoli
will find much to interest them in this well written
book by a fine soldier. It ought to find its way into
all Mess Libraries.
* Note.—"The Campaign In Gallipoli," Hans Kannengiesser
(Hutchinson).

A

C. E. Montague died this year and his

POSTHUMOUS untimely end has robbed literature of
BOOK.
a writer who had already made a great

reputation. His unpublished tales have
been collected and lately published by Chatto and
Windus under the title of " Action and other Stories."
Those who know " Fiery Particles," " Disenchant
ment" and "Rough Justice" will know what to
expect of this last volume.
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The Golfing Society at Sandwich.

S the latest joined recruit of the Society, I hesitate
to give even a restrained account of the recent
meeting. However, as I viewed it through unbiassed
spectades, I can probably paint as true a picture as
any.
As a start I would like to express an opinion shared
by all, and one that I hope may gain a recruit or two,
namely, that no more enjoyable golf could possibly
be experienced. And I say this in face of the fact that
during both days every member got a thorough
wetting. Nevertheless, the unique opportunity of
being able to hold our meeting on such a magnificent
and famous course as Royal St. George's, and to follow
this up with a day at Prince's—and what a beautiful
course this is too—more than countered any small
discomfort.
We certainly owe a deep debt
of gratitude to the Committee and members of these
two dubs respectivdy for their kindness and generosity.
The match versus the Royal Cinque Ports Golf
Club on the 20th had, alas! to be cancelled, the
weather being hopeless.
Those who stayed at the Guilford Hotel, twenty
one in all, found themselves in a happy gathering of
Buffs who before were strangers except by name. On
Wednesday evening the annual dinner and general
meeting were held, presided over by MajorGeneral
Sir Arthur LyndenBell, and particularly pleased were
we to have BrigadierGeneral Whitacre Allen in our
midst. We congratulate him for his extremely sporting
effort in competing regardless of the weather
conditions. His example is one that is held out to
those who have yet hung back from the Sodety. The
true value of these meetings lies in the contact gained
and sustained by members past and . present of the
Regiment, and in this respect the Sodety takes its
place second only to the Past and Present Association.
At the annual general meeting MajorGeneral Sir
Arthur LyndenBell was reelected VicePresident,
Colonel W. H. Trevor, Captain, and Captain H. H. C.
Baird, Hon. Secretary. Also, in view of Colonel
Trevor's early departure for Kenya—our best wishes
go with him in his travels—Colonel John Body was
elected ViceCaptain.
Coming to the play no less than 46 took out cards.
An excellent entry, but our Hon. Secretary says he
will not be satisfied until this number reaches 50. Lt.
Colonel Crookenden is to be congratulated on his record
winning score of 145 for the Paget Cup, the previous
best being 147 by Captain H. de R. Morgan, and also
for his other successes in the Junior Medal and in the
competition for the best last 9 holes. His was a very
fine performance, as also was Mr. A. H. Goodall's 3 up
on Bogey for the LyndenBell Trophy. Lt. J. E. King
must also be congratulated on his steady golf, being
runner up for the Paget Cup with 155, runner up for
theLyndenBell Trophy with all square, and winner
of the Senior Medal with 85—9 = 76. The full returns
are given later, and the spirit of the play behind them
is well illustrated by a remark overheard. Here it is.
" How did you get on this morning ?"
" Oh, pretty well till I got to the 14th where I
played 9 strokes and was still in the Suez Canal!"
I will conclude these hurried and disjointed
remarks with an appeal that many more serving officers
should grace these meetings by their presence. They
were rather conspicuous by their absence at this last
meeting. It is to be realized that the greatest sport
is offered under the jolliest conditions and, as one
who is temporarily serving in the ".Macedonian Army "
(as one member present termed it!), I can only place

on record how enjoyable it is to be able to meet old
friends and regain close touch with the Regiment; and
to be looked after by two past officers of the Regiment,
namely, Major H. E. Ward and Captain H. H. C. Baird
as is the case when we are fortunate enough to visit
Sandwich.
Full Results.
THE PAGET CUP.

Lt.Col. J. Crookenden

14

72+73

=»

145

155
76+79
9
Lieut. J. E. King...
157
78+79
W. C. Coffins
15
160
81+79
Major C. K. Black
3
163
2/Lieut. N. R. Reeves
81 + 82
1
165
84+81
Capt. H. H. C. Baird
14
167
A. W. Twyman ...
82+85
15
169
85+84
Capt. J. V. Hitchcock
11
169
82+87
Capt. O. F. Falk ...
9
169
84+85
R. M. Bourne
6
170
Lieut. N. Hoare ...
80+90
18
172
91+81
16
Brig.Gen. R. McDouall
,174
91 + 83
Lieut. C. Haggard
12
174
91+83
M. Creswick
5
180
91+89
14
Lieut. K. M. C. Mallam
181
92+89
Lieut. T. N. Partington
18
182
88+94
Lieut.Col. L. W. Lucas
18
In addition, the following also played, the figures in brackets after
their names denoting the score returned for one round only. N.R.
denotes no return for either round:—
Brig.Gen. A. C. Whitacre Allen (N.R.), Lieut. Col. C. E. Baynes
(N.R.), MajorGeneral Sir A. Lynden Bell (N.R.), Colonel J. Body
(N.R.), A. L. H. Cleland (N.R.), Major Eric Clarke (N.R.), Major
B. S. Collard (120—24=96), Capt. D. V. Coote (115—14=101), Lt.
Colonel F. Bradley Dyne (96—8= 88), G. Effiot (866=80), Colonel
H. Findlay (N.R.), A. H. Goodall (84—4=80), H. S. Greenwood (95—9
=86), Major H. S. Hardv (N.R.), Major G. D. Hickman (104—22=82),
R. E. Knocker (99—24=75), Capt. W. C. Lamarque (91—5=86),
Major F. O. Marchant (N.R.), Capt. V. Newton Moss (103;18=95),
E. G. Parish (116—24=92), Major F. S. Reeves (N.R.), Major B. H.
Russell (N.R.), Capt. A. Howard Read (N.R.), Colonel W. H. Trevor
(N.R.), C. J. Watson (N.R.), L B. Watson (N.R.), H. F. Whitfield
(93—4=89), Capt. J. R. Willows (101—18=83).

THE LYNDENBELL TROPHY.

5

A. H. Goodall

Lieut. J. E. King
Colonel W. H. Trevor
G. C. Effiot
Major C. K. Black
M. Creswick
N. R. Reeves
Capt. W. C. Lamarque
Lieut. C. Haggard
Lieut.Colonel T. Crookenden
H. F. Whitfield
Lieut. K. M. C. Mallam
Brig.General R. McDouall ...
C. J. Watson
Lieut.Colonel F. Bradley Dyne

3 up

9

All square

3
5
1
5

1 down
1 »
1 »
2 „
2 „
3 „
3 „
4 >,
5 ,.
5 „
7 ...

6
6

12

19
4

14
16

4

8

BEST GROSS SCORE.

82+83

2/Lt. N. R. Reeves

84+82

Major C. K. Black

SENIOR MEDAL

Lt. J. E. King

Major C. K. Black

85 9

165
166

76

82— 3

79

8614

72

JUNIOR MEDAL.

Lt.Col. J. Crookenden
R. E. Knocker

99—24

75

BEST LAST NINE HOLES.

Lt.Col. J. Crookenden
R. E. Knocker
fl. Effiot

42— 7
50—12
42— 3

35
38
99

AT PRINCE'S.

Space is at a premium so all that can be said is that
thanks to Mr. Douglas Grant and the weather, this
was a most enjoyable affair, resulting in a win for the
Society by 10 matches to 8.
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The Buffs.
Maj.Black & C.J.Watson (1 up) 1
A. Goodall & Col. Trevor (4 & 2) 1
Cpt.Lamarque & Lt.King (2 & 1) 1
O. Falk & Lt. Haggard (3 8c 2) I
Lt.Col. Crookenden & D. Green
wood (1 up) ...
1
Capt. Read and W. C. Collins
0

Afr. Douglas Grant's Side.
F. Worth and M. Ramsay ... 0
G. Elliot and E. Saunderson
0
A. Slazenger and D. Grant ... 0
Maj.Ward & Brig.Gen.McDouallO

J. Campbell and Major Quin...
F.Brooke Hunt & Dr.Murphv
(3 & 1)
1
Lt. Hoare & A. Cleland (2 & 1) 1 E. Stainton and Major Clarke 0
Maj. Hickman and Capt. Moss
(4 & 3)
...
...
... 1 Maj. Marchant & Lt.Col. Lucas 0
Lt.Col. Baynes and A. Rouse 0 H. James and Maj. Marshall
1
AFTERNOON.

Black and Watson (6 & 4) ... 1
Trevor and Goodall ...
... 0
Lamarque and King (3 & 2) ... 1
... 0
Falk and Haggard
... 0
Read and Collins
... 0
Hoare and Cleland
&
Crookenden & Greenwood (5 4)1
... 0
Hickman and Moss ...
Baynes and Marchant.r.
... 0

Elliot and Saunderson
Slazenger and Grant (5 & 3)
Worth and Ramsay ...
Campbell and Quin (1 up) »
Stainton and Clarke (6 & 5)
Brooke Hunt and Murphy (8
Ward and McDouall ...
Marshall and Lucas (4 & 2)
James and Rouse (3 & 1)
Total ... 8

Total ... 10

v. ROYAL EAST KENT YEOMANRY.
Played at Canterbury on Sunday, October 14th,
resulting in a win for the Society by 10 matches to 8.
Buffs Golfing Society.

SINGLES.

East Kent Yeomanry.

0 Keith Barlow ...
Leach Lewis ...
S. Foster
P. Greenstreet
C. Tilbury Fox
Eustace Neame
Clive Murdock
F. L T. Barlow
G. M. Johnson
C. S. Dowling ...
W. Ledger
T. Wheatley ...

H. F. Whitfield
R. M. Bourne
Capt. J. Turk
Col. E B. Burns
Lt.Col. F. Bradley Dyne
Capt. C. E Monins
Maj.Gen. A. Lynden Bell
Capt. Howard Read ...
Major B. H. Russell ...
Brig.Gen. McDouall ...
Major E. Hickman
Capt. J. R. Willows ...

FOURSOMES.

Whitfield and Lynden Bell
Bourne and Read
Turk and Russell
Burns and McDouall ...
Dyne and Hickman ...
Monins and Willows ...

... 1 K. Barlow and Murdock
... 0 Lewis and F. Barlow ...
0 Foster and Johnson ...
... 1 Greenstreet and Dowling
... 1 Fox and Ledger
... 1 Neame and Wheatley
Total ... 8

Total ... 10

Round and About—continued from p. 366.
CRICKET
The evening papers are enlivened again
NEWS.
by news of the M.C.C. team in Australia.
A good start was given to the tour and
perhaps too much has been made of Tate's injured arm
atni of Freeman's stiff neck. I seem to detect a certain
amount of subtle propaganda in these Australian
reports and, while eschewing prophecy in any form,
venture to think that Chapman will bring the Ashes
back quite safely.
*

*

«

*

" A damsel in Distress" at the New
A PLAY
Theatre is one of the best entertainments
TO SEE.
in town. P. G. Wodehouse and Ian
Hay in collaboration are particularly happy and there
is a splendid cast to support them. There is nothing
heavy or highbrow in it, but just a good story told
wittily and well. It is a play to which a grandmother
or a grandniece could safely be taken.
*

*

*

*

MISLEADING Sometime ago I wrote in these columns
TITLES.
of the mystification of a distinguished

Frenchman at a Guildhall function
when he was informed that the uniform of a ^ cabinet
minister was that of " un fr£re ain£ de la Trinity." A
parallel story came my way the other day. Two
Anglican nuns had missed their train and found
themselves without any money. They sought help
from the station master, who asked them for some
indication of their bona fides. " We are Sisters of St.
John the Baptist," said the nuns. " Well, that's
a lie anyway " replied the station master.

1st Battalion.

A1

LT, eyes in Bareilly
and Ranikhet are
at present turned towards
Simla, where we have sent
a team to compete for the
Durand Cup. This is the
largest and most repre
sentative football tourna
ment in India and is open
to civil as well as military
teams. Last year our team
was knocked out in the first
round by a very weak
team so this year no one
seems to have considered
us as worthy of notice.
The Pioneer, which used to be the leading British
paper in Northern India, showed pained surprise
when we beat the 2nd Worcestershire Regiment
in the first round, 2—1. Foreman and L/Cpl.
Edwards were our two scorers. It appears
this was not a particularly good game, neither,
side playing up to form.
In the second round we met the East
Bengal Railway, this year's champions of the
Indian Railway tournament. Certainly no
one was more surprised than we were when
the news came through that again we had
been successful, beating them 3 1  Of
these Long, our centre forward, scored one
goal whilst Stocker, our inside right, got the
other two.
Then it was we really began to sit up and
take an interest. After all, it seems, we
actually have a team that knows how to play
football. And now the excitement is intense
for yesterday (September 26th) we beat the
East Indian Railway—last year's runnersup—
by 2—0, Stocker and Foreman scoring. Thus
we qualify for the semifinals to be played
tomorrow (September 28th) when we meet
the York, and Lanes, last year's winners,
If we get through this we shall play in the
final on Saturday, 30th. The mail will have
gone by then, but if we get as far, the result
will be cabled so that it may appear in this
month's Dragon.
Further accounts of each game will appear
in the next number, but they are not yet to
hand.
Everybody in the battalion. feels very
proud of their team's successes to date and
even if we get no further in the Durand Cup
we still stand a chance of winning the Wazir
Cup, which is competed for between the two
losers of the semifinal round.

356

THE DRAGON

The team is as follows:—
Pte. Home (goal); L/Cpl. Williams and
Pte. Vasey (backs) ; Ptes. Norris, Locken
and Turner (halves) ; Ptes. Foreman, Stocken,
Long, L/Cpl. Edwards and Pte. Ingram
(forwards).
Reserves :—Ptes. Bing, Newbury and Prior.
The failure of the monsoon has left
Bareilly, and iildeed the whole of the U.P.,
a brown and arid district, besides adding to
the monotony of the plains in the hot weather,
when no one stays here who can possibly get
away. All ranks, therefore, extended a hearty
welcome to a concert party called " The Nights
of Gladness Revue Co." which visited Bareilly
early in the month. The first night a packed
house waited patiently for the curtain to rise.
The unfortunate performers were getting more
worried every moment for a stupid coolie had
taken half their clothes to the wrong place.
It occurred to us afterwards that tins need
not have perturbed one of the party, at any
rate, for when she did appear she was most
becomingly clad in mere essentials. The
following evening there was a great run on the
front seats and everyone decided the company
was well named.
Another evening a native conjurer gave
an open air entertainment in barracks and
amused us all for over an hour with many
clever tricks.
We become simple souls out here to
welcome any diversion of this sort.
Polo has made an early start on No. 2
ground and four or five chukkers are played
three times a week. This year, when we are
reassembled, we should have as many players
as we did in Gibraltar, although the pony
question is very much more difficult than it
even was there. It cannot really get going
until we return from camp at Christmas,
for the battalion goes to Delhi on November
10th until December 21st for battalion
brigade and divisional training. The Machine
Gunners go at the end of October. This will
be their last year as a platoon, for next year
"D" Company is to be formed into a Machine
Gun company.
The rest of the battalion comes down from
Ranikhet about October 13th and in the
meanwhile two companies are practising
mountain warfare, each one in turn, at Hawal
Bagh, about twenty miles from Ranikhet
on the Kosi River.

Novices Boxing Tournament, Alma Barraoks,
Ranikhet.
A Novices Boxing Competition, open to troops
quartered in Alma Barracks, Ranikhet, was held in
the Garrison Gymnasium on Tuesday and Wednesday,
the 11th and 12th September, 1928.
In all, thirtyfive entries were received and in
conjunction with the meeting a Boys* competition
was held, which resulted in twelve competitors taking
part. Some very good fights were witnessed, but
whilst not making excuses for the entries from the
Battalion, it certainly would be most interesting to
know to what extent the term " Novice" extends.
The rule in the Battalion distinctly lays down that
a man ceases to be a novice once he^ has won such a
competition, whether within the B'attalion or not.
In this competition, it was particularly noticeable
amongst other units competing that such was not the
case, every man having had obvious ring experience.
This was explained to the writer of these notes by the
fact that in their units the rule is, a man remains a
novice until he wins his Battalion championship. This
naturally caused a number of fights to be more or less
onesided. Nevertheless, everyone went in with
a plentiful display of grit and determination, treating
the spectators to a fine exhibition of good, clean
fighting.
I will not detail the whole of the fights, but limit
myself to semifinals and finals, also any outstanding
fights.
The following were the officials for the meeting:—
Referee: Captain E. J. S. Bonnett, R.A.M.C.
Judges: Captain A. J. Peareth, The Buffs, Lieut.
D. C. Coates, The Buffs, Lieut. P. Sharpe,
The Gloucestershire Regiment, 2/Lieut. M. P. D.
Dewar, The Buffs.
M.C. : R.S.M. H. J. Martin, M.B.E., The Buffs.
Timekeeper: R.Q.M.S. E. J. Evans, The Buffs.
The fight between Sig. Spencer, R.C.O.S. and Pte.
Greenfield, Dorsets, was without doubt, the finest of
the meeting. Each fought himself to a standstill in
each round and at the finish, just managed to struggle
to their corners. Spencer obtained the verdict, his
opponent being awarded a well deserved good loser's
prize. Another fight of note was that between Ptes.
Laydon and Blissett, both of The Buffs, the latter
losing by a very narrow margin. Blissett was also
awarded a prize for a good loser. In the Boys'
competition over 8 stone 6 lbs., Boy Catt gave a fine
display against Boy Dixon* and after a gruelling
encounter, was knocked out in the third round. A
special prize was awarded Catt for his plucky display.
FEATHERWEIGHT.

Semi-final.—Pte. Hewirigs (Dorsets) v. Pte. Campbell
(Buffs).
Campbell proved a stubborn proposition against
a more experienced opponent ana lost by a narrow
margin.
Semi-final.—Sig. Trevanna (R.C.O.S.) v. Sig. Spencer
(R.C.O.S.)
This was a good hardhitting fight between
two very experienced fighters, the former obtaining
the verdict on points.
Final.—Trevanna beat Hewings after a hard fight.
Great credit is due to the latter since he had to go
all out in his three fights.
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LIGHTWEIGHT.

Semi-final.—Pte. Richardson (Dorsets) v. Pte. Haines
(Dorsets).
Haines, who is the runner up in this weight
in his Battalion was up against a tough opponent
and in trying to deliver a " knock out," allowed
Richardson to pile up points and secure the verdict.
Semi-final.—Pte. Vant (Buffs) v. Sig. Leach (R.C.O.S.)
This was very one sided. Vant, although he
put up a plucky fight, could not outdo experience.
Final.—Leach beat Richardson on points. The former
boxed his man and managed to win comfortably.
WELTERWEIGHT.

Semi-final.—Sig. Smith (R.C.O.S.) v. Pte. Watts (Buffs)
Smith had a great advantage, being head and
shoulders taller than his opponent. Watts proved
he had a punch not to he despised and used it to
advantage. He was unable to deliver a " knock
out " and lost on points.
Semi-final:—Pte. Laydon (Buffs) v. Pte. Blissett (Buffs)
Blissett lost by a narrow margin after
a splendid fight.
Final.—Smith beat Laydon on points.
MIDDLEWEIGHT.

Semi-final.—Cpl. Warren (Buffs) v. Pte. Bailey (Buffs).
There was very little in this fight. Both tried
to deliver the K.O. but failed, Warren eventually
getting the verdict.
Semi-final.—Pte. Campbell (Buffs) v. Pte. Hare (Buffs.)
Pte. Campbell received a walkover, Pte. Hare
having been ordered to Bareilly.
Final.—Warren K.O. Campbell in the second round.
BOYS OVER 8 ST. 6 LBS.

Semi-final.—Boy Hardway (Dorsets) K.O. Boy Eke
(Buffs) in the first round.
Eke had practically no chance against his
opponent, who was 6 ft. high and weighed 11 stone.
Semi-final.—Boy Catt (Buffs) v. Boy Dixon (Buffs).
This was an exceptionally hard hitting fight for
boys, Dixon managing to get in a K.O. in the third
round.
Final.—Hardway K.O. Dixon in the second round.
BOYS UNDER 8 ST. 6 LBS.

Semi-final.—Boy Webb (Dorsets v. Boy Ireland
(Buffs).
Ireland was up against a skilful boxer and lost
on points.
Semi-final.—Boy Hill (Dorsets) v. Boy Wood (Buffs).
Both gave a good display, Wood winning by
a close margin.
Final.—Webb beat Wood on points, both giving a nice
display.
At the conclusion, Major N. S. Hart very kindly
presented the prizes. Before doing so, he apologised
for the absence of Colonel Howard Smith, who had
been called away on duty to Bareilly, and
congratulated the competitors on the good show put
up.
SNAVE.
Sergeants' Mess.
Time and tide waits for no man and by the same
token the Editor of The Dragon will refuse to wait for
me, so here goes for an attempt to record what has
happened in the Mess during the last month.
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Tennisathomes and social evenings have been the
order of the day, owing to the untiring energy of the
President of our Mess here, " Toby Farrow." He is
never happy unless he is making amusement
for someone and his efforts have certainly been crowned
with success, especially when he acts as Bandmaster
to the various squads of N.C.O.'s on the parade ground.
Toby has an idea in his head that all N.C.O.'s can
shout if they try and to prove this he gets squads of
N.C.O.'s each morning to surround him and using his
parade stick as a baton he persuades them—
the members of his " Choir "—to give voice to such
sounds
as " Squuuuuuuuuuud Shun !
Sloooooooooroope Hipes" and such like musical
sounds. One wonders who gets the most amusement
out of it, the squad, or the crowd that flock around the
corners of the parade ground to watch the
performance. Good old Tobias !
As a result of his energy in the entertainment line
we have been able to visit in turn the Royal Artillery
Mess, The R.A.S.C., The East Indian Railway and The
Rohilkhand and Kumaun Railway, . in addition to
several engagements on our own courts and in our own
Mess. At each we have had an excellent time and in
our own Mess we have entertained our own Corporals
and practically everybody else in the station.
Catering in the Mess has changed hands. " Bert
Daisley " has relieved " Joe Goss," who has gone to
Pachmari to learn the mysteries of Weapon Training.
Whether the change has been for better or worse cannot
be said at present, but we hear that " Bert
Daisly " is thinking of getting a motor cycle and so
we are sweating on the top line.
We expect the remainder of our members—who are
at present resting in the Hills—to join us in about
another three weeks or so and then we hope to start
entertaining on a larger scale than is possible at present
with only fourteen members in the station, which does
not admit of much talent in the social line. However,
we get along O.K., ably assisted by "Toby's" Jazz
Band in which each member of the Mess plays one
instrument, the music being supplied 'by the Mess
gramaphone. Quite a good stunt. Try it!
In addition to the social events mentioned we have
a Debating Society in the Mess, the leaders of which
are Jock Clayton and Bill Waters. The usual
discussion is " Sould Married Men be allowed in the
Army," but owing to the intensity of the discussion
it has been hard to form an opinion as to who has won
the toss. One member suggested that we gave each
a revolver and asked them if they would step outside
the Mess and settle the argument, but so far it is still
in abeyance. Perhaps some public benefactor will
meet them both one dark night and do us all a good
turn; there would be plenty of drinks when
he returned again.
In my last notes I mentioned that several members
of the Mess were due to leave us shortly. So far they
have not left and uptodate there are no signs of them
going.
In addition to those I mentioned last month we hear
that B. M. Leach is to leave us on medical grounds.
We shall be sorry to lose him as he is certainly am asset
to any Mess.
Sgt. Hodges left us on Sunday1 for the
United Kingdom and quite a good number of the
members turned up at the station to see that he caught
the train alright. Whoa, the Drummer!
Beyond this I am afraid that I haye nothing further
to report as the policeman said, and so I will affix the
old youngster's number of
8747
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"B" Company.
At last the weather is showing signs of cooling down
and it will be much better for us for games, although
during the Summer there has been no falling off.
Football, Cricket and Hockey have been in full swing
and even during the rains we managed to turn out
a Rugby Team, much to our great surprise.
Although we are losing Ptes. Barnes and Brawn,
two of our First Eleven Football Team, we have able
substitutes to take their places and should do well in
the Harris Shield Football. Pte. Brawn will be a great
loss to the Company in all sports and also a great loss
to the Regimental Relay Team, his performances as
a 440 yards Runner being well known. He will be
missed at the High Jump and Long Jump and also
Hurdles, in which he has always done so well. Pte.
Barnes has played Hockey, Football and Cricket for
the Company for some time and will be a great loss
and we hope they will keep up their abilities in civil
life.
The following were awarded Company First Eleven
Colours for Football and Hockey, 1927—1928, a Blue
Badge with the dates inscribed to be worn on their
shirts:—
Hockey. Football.
19278
.. 19278
Pte. A. Morris ...
.. 1927
19278
Pte. Home .
.. 19278
19278
Pte. Foreman
.. 19278
19278
Pte. Bames
—
.. 1927
Pte. B. Moore
—
.. 1927
Capt. N. G. Wale
—
.. 1927
Lieut. D. C. Coates
—
.. 1927
Pte. Worsdell ...
—
.. 1927
L/Cpl. Torcy
.. 19278
1927
C.S.M. Farrow ...
—
1927
Pte. Puttock
.. 1927
1927
Pte. Flisher
—
19278
Pte. Brawn
...
—
1927
Pte. Elgie
19278
—
Pte. Murton
19278
—
L/Cpl. Ingram ...
1928
—
Pte. Lawson
'
—
1928
Pte. Liddle
—
.. 1928
L/Cpl. Bunclark ...
—
1928
L/Cpl. Smith
—
.. 1928
L/Cpl. Followell ...
—
1928
Pte. Lennard
—
.. 19278
Pte. Hull...
—
.. 1928
Pte. Isted
—
.. 1928
Pte. Weedon
—
.. 1928
Pte. Rose ...
The following went to Simla to represent the
Battalion in the Durand Cup Competition and I hope
will do well :—
Pte. Home (Goo/), Pte. A. Morris (Right Half Back),
L/Cpl. Ingram (Outside Left), Pte. Foreman (Outside
Right).
Ptes. Brawn and Barnes stood a fair chance in the
Trials, but owing to their possibility of going to U.K.
they were not considered.
The following were appointed Unpaid Lance
Corporals : Ptes. L. Edwards, Bunclark, Taylor '87,
and McMullen.
Sgt. Goss has gone to Pachmari on a Small Arms
Course to try and get a " D." Cpl. Cook is out of
hospital, but is still lame owing to his broken leg and
has gone to Simla on leave to stay with our Football
Team. We are shortly losing Sgt. Hodges, who is
going to U.K. with his invalided wife. He will
be a great loss to our running team, although on the
veteran side, still being able to keep up with the

youngsters. Sgts. Dennis and Robinson are away
with the Auxiliary Force and I.A.O.C. respectively
and probably will be transferred later. There are
a lot of the old hands due for discharge this Trooping
Season, including the following: Ptes. Hughes, Isted,
Flisher, Biscoe, Gower, Walker, Buraap, Bames,
Robbins, Pollard, Castle, Ovenden, Martin '406, L/Cpls.
Followell and Akhurst and Cpl. Richardson. Some
very good sportsmen are amongst them and they will
be a great loss to the Company.
We congratulate L/Cpl. Pointer on passing the
Football Referee Examination, also Major G. F.
Hamilton, M.C., with a score of 110 with the Revolver
and Captain N. G. Wale with a score of 104 out of
a possible 110, and Cpl. Cook on winning the Bronze
Medal in the 18th Hussars' Cup A.R.A. with a score
of 147, Lewis Gun Annual Course.
The following are likely to go to the U.K. on the
Home Establishment: L/Cpls. Patterson, Ingram and
.Crouch and Pte. Fhelan.
The following were awarded 2nd Class Certificates
of Education in the Company:—Ptes. B. Brown,
Crockwell, T. Smith, Lawson and Spencer.
Company Whist Drives are held regularly and are
well attended, an average of twelve tables being
occupied. Two Detachment Whist Drives have been
organised and were evidently very popular, eighteen
tables each time being occupied. Cpl. Hunt's Jazz
Band played during the Whist and proved quite
a success, with Cpl. Hunt at the piano, Cpl. Wyles and
Pte. Rose on the banjo and Dmr. Phillips on the drums.
The Band will be in great demand during the Winter
for the local dances and they are bound to get a lot
of engagements.
"A" Company.
For this month, I had high hopes of entertaining my numerous
readers with a descriptive and interesting account of our trip and period
of training at that Mountain Warfare centre of Hawalbagh, but this
source of information has been spoilt by reason of the fact that the
Battalion SubEditor requires these notes in by a date which is slightly
ahead of our date of departure and thus for this month everyone will
have to be content with an account of our none too varied happenings
during the latter part of the season at Ranikhet.
News of a social nature is difficult to find In this Hill Station and
I myself not being gifted with the abilities to make " scandal" causes
me to present these with a somewhat abbreviated appearance.
By way of a change we are indulging in a few route marches in
preparation for the long trek which we have in front of us when we
eventually proceed to Hawalbagh. The individuals in. the company
who form part of the Battalion Intelligence Section and are now under
going a kind of refresher course within the company, arfe used in the
capacity of " Pointers and Direction Maintainors " on these marches
and up to the present they have, in cooperation with our Company
Commander, ably succeeded in making us conversant with the fact
that all roads lead to Rome.
The casuals of the company, numbering some, thirty odd, have
managed to complete their annual weapon training course held
recently and on the whole the results are considered to be satisfactory.
The practice of selected members for the A.R.A. Company
Competition also coincided with this firing; the actual thing taking
place at the latter end of August with results that did not come up to
our standard of previous years. From our previous awards gamed
in these competitions we were able to give certain money prizes for the
highest individual scores and in this respect Cpl. Hudson, Ptes. Ashby,
Spice, Packman and L/Cpl. Priestley won the respective prizes.
Our allotment of the Football Ground restricts our sporting
ventures to a certain extent, but this does not mean to say that we
entirely neglect this form of recreation, inasmuch that we have been
able to complete the whole of our matches in the Depot League, with
the final placing of fifth position.
Since last month we have encountered several teams in the League
Football and the following brief results are given :—
Against the team of the Meerut District Staff wc met our defeat to
the extent of 20 goals. In our next match, which was against the
R.C.O. Signals, we experienced better luck by defeating them 41 goals.
Our scoring was done by McLean (2) Young and T. West. Against
the Dorset Detachment we inflicted another defeat, this time 21 goals
being scored. Curtis obliged on both occasions, one from a penalty.
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Our last match was with "H.Q." Wing of our own Battalion and in
this game our opponents walked away with the only goal of the match.
We were lucky enough to have a game of Rugby with the R.C.O.
Signals as the opposing side and our reputation was maintained with
a win of 180 points. The Tries were obtained by Ptes. Crust, H.
West, and Cpls. Glazier and Hodkin (2) and L/Cpl. Parker. No
attempt was made to convert these points.
Basket Ball is attracting us lately and we have, up to the present,
had a number of interesting games.
A Pagal Gymkhana was held on the Depot Football Ground recently
and in this affair several members of the company gained team and
individual prizes.
There being nothing else of interest to make mention of I shall once
again confine my attention to a
" QUARTER GUARD."

"C" Company.
Some men are born great, others develop greatness, whilst yet
others have greatness thrust upon them.
I must say that at present I feel just like one of the latternamed
persons as it is a great job to produce a spasm of remarks for The
Dragon when one has almost no material.to work upon.
"C" Company during the last month seem to have done so little
worth recording for the outside reader that it certainly appears a
big job to get stuck into, but here goes I
Of sport we have had plenty, but it is such that is of interest only
to ourselves as we have so few opponents here with, us for Hockey,
Football, and Cricket and accounts of these matches would "bore the
reader outside the company.
Apart from sport we have been busy putting the casuals of the
company through their Annual Weapon Training Course, but I am sorry
to record that the good shooting produced by the company at Ranikhet
was entirely absent here and the Company average has suffered
accordingly.
Now we are in the intricacies of Individual Training, This year
LT.,' as it is commonly called, has taken upon itself a new interest.
Instead of the usual stale old subjects, we have been learning the
mysteries of Tent Rolling and Loading Mules with every conceivable
load that can be carried upon a Mule, and owing to the novelty the
training has been a very pleasant change and the men have really
enjoyed it which is certainly unusual—to say the least of it.
In another three weeks or so we hope to have the remainder of the
Battalion back from the Hills and then we shall start getting ready
for the training camp that is being held at Delhi this year. One hopes
that the Weather Clerk will be a little kinder this year and remember
that we are not a Marine Corps.
It was suggested by one wit that a few swimming lessons should
be included in the Programme of training in view of the conditions
prevailing at last year's camp at Kheri, but this suggestion was put
aside until we get stationed at Bombay or some equally bad station
near the " Pani."
The furlough season is still in full swing (for married men) and at
present practically all our Benedicts are away from the Company.
C.S.M. Williams is away at Simla in charge of the Regimental Football
Team—who incidentally are doing well—and a young Celibate is
carrying out his duties.
Our acting C.Q.M.S., "Kiwi" Larkin, is visiting in the Hills whilst
his duties are being performed by L/Cpl. " Mick" Mullen and Sgts.
Morgan and Cpx are also tasting the air of Ranikhet for a few weeks.
The old cry of requiring leave to bury a relative is superseded in
India by the cry that one wants to visit his wife in the Hills.
" Sesame" is not the word required to open the furlough door
here—" Married Man " is the far better cry—you can imagine that I
am single.
The party of T.X. N.C.O.'s and Men mentioned in my last notes
are still with the Company and according to the reports they are likely
to remain for quite a time yet—but there—why worry ?
India is one of the places reputed to be wonderful for soldiering,
so the books and Old Soldiers say ! I guess some of those Old Soldiers
and writers want to roll out here for another spell and see if they still
agree. As recorded by The Dragon of 18912, India was the goods,
but now—" Roll on the Boat."
I think that this is all that can be placed this month above the
Number of:—
8747.
[Cheer up, 8747. You'll soon be at the Depot / Ed.]

"Don" Company.

I say " Dame Fortune," for just before the Footer our three stars,
Long, Newbury and Prior, left to fulfil an engagement with the
Battalion Team, and our CentreHalf, " Patsy," is operating on the
plains (wrangling a boat we hear, by the way) whilst Moore, Butler
and Humphreys, our Boxers, were found unfit, and Hare, another
Boxer, left enroute for " Blighty " under para. A.B.C. In view of
this our Footer Team is to be congratulated on gaining Runnersup
Medals, and our Boxers on their splendid display. For the Cross
Country Running Team we had our full number, but "A" Company
just pipped us at the post. We offer them our hearty congratulations
on their fine run. We, however, furnished the winner in pte. Marsh
who beat all the Army Champions and Budding Cotterills in fine style,
Course, 4} miles, {Pte. Marsh's time, 29 minutes 56 3/5 seconds.
Well run, Dasher ,keep it up. Fuller details appear below.

COMPANY FOOTBALL.
We now hear there is a Platoon Football and Open Boxing
Competition to be held shortly so we are looking forward to some good
sport.
The Regiments or Detachments taking part ini the: Football,
Running and Boxing Competitions are as follows :— A Buns, H.Q.
Buffs, "A" Dorsets, Details Dorsets, Gloucesters (did not run), R.A.M.C.
(did not run).
Our first opponents were the Gloucesters whom we beat to the
tune of 21. This was a cleanlycontested game containingbags of
thrills. Our team was:—Ptes. Batstone, Crampton, Goddard, Farrell,
Purkiss, Stevenson, King, Batstone, Bishop, Bourne and Cox and our
scorers were Cox and G. Batstone. We next met "H.Q." Wing, The
Buffs, The pitch was rather wet which slightly hampered botl teams,
the forwards having difficulty in controlling the ball. Two changes
were made in our team which caused a considerable amount of
criticism as they were deemed unnecessary. However, the team
confounded its critics by winning to the tune of 20, Dolan and Bishop
being our scorers. The changes were:—Cpl. Cook, Ptes. Lnydon,
Lelant, Rabbeth and Dolan for Ptes. Goddard, Stevenson, Bourn,
King and Batstone respectively.
In
No. 3 our opponents were "A" Company, Buffs. A fast
and cleanlyfought game on a dry pitch ended in our favour by the
only goal scored, Cox being our scorer. The same team represented
us in this game as in game No. 2.
We next met Details, The Dorsets, and on a very wet ground won
by a big margin of 4 goals to 0. One change was made in the team,
Rabbeth HUpiaHng Bourn. This was a game in which kick and rush
tactics paid as it was impossible to control the ball on so sodden a
pitch. Our team was Pte. Crampton, Cpl. Cook, Ptes. Batstone,
Farrell, Purkiss, Laydon, Bourn, Dolan, Bishop, Lelant and Cox,
our scorers being Bishop (2), Dolan and Cox.
In game No. 5 we met the R.A.M.C. This game was rather spoilt
by the sodden nature of the field, in fact it was more or less a farce
as huge puddles of water lay all over the pitch. However, it was a
laughterfilled spectacle for the spectators, the players wading their
way to and fro. A draw, 2 goals being shared, was the result, although
our forwards had bags of opportunities to score more, but could not
control the slippery sphere. Dolan was our scorer and the same team
represented us as in game No. 4.
 We next met the R.C.O.'s whom we beat by the only goal, a fine
game in which our defence stood the test well. Cox scored for us and
we turned out the same team again who remarked : " Wonders will
never cease, must have made a mistake, surely ? "
Our last game was against "A" Company Dorsets. This was
more or less a Cup Match, for the winners of this game were winners
of the League. Bets were freelv offered and taken and a general
state of excitement prevailed when the whistle sounded calling the
Captains to the centre. About four hundred spectators were present,
the game opening amidst rounds of cheers and the ball went to each
end without a serious shot being put in. The Dorsets' rightwinger
obtained p™=w=inn and went down the touchline to put in a perfect
centre; just as this was being cleared the whistle sounded and the
Referee was seen pointing towards the fatal twelve yards spot. His
decision was hotly disputed. Personally, I thought it was a wrong one
and in either case a free kick would have sufficed, but as there were
two offenders in the dangerous play a goal resulted. From then and
until halftime whistle sounded the play was of dingdong fashion.
In the second half the Dorsets scored again although we had the lion's
share of the game, our forwards being unable to find the net, the
importance of the match rather putting them off their play. Full
time came with the score 20 in favour of the Dorsets. Our team was:
Pte. Crampton, Cpl. Cook, Ptes. Batstone, Farrell, Purkiss, Laydon,
Bourn, Dolan, Bishop, Lelant and Cox. Although no single player
should be picked out for merit, the team on the whole played well,
I do not think I am wrong in saying that Batstone, Cox and Crampton
were our best performers. These latter three have also been chosen
for the Depot team with the addition of Farrell.

SPORTS AT RANIKHET HILL DEPOT.

CROSS COUNTRY RUN, 4£ MILES.

Since arriving at the Hill Depot we have taken part in three com
petitions, namely, Football, CrossCountry Runmng and Novices'
Boxing. We did fairly well in each of these, but evidently " Dame
Fortune" only allotted us the " Runnersup" position this year.

"A" Company; Buffs* team first, "D" Company, Buffs, second.
Teams of 12; first 8 to count. Our team was ;—Ptes. Marsh, Olivers,
Blake, Buddie, Humphreys, Bailey, Dayey, Smissens, Lord, L/Cpls.
Golding, Oliver and Ashmore.
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" FLAG DAY IN THE BUTTS."
The day has come for the men of "D,"
To fire theirannual course,
So clean your rifles men of "D,"
And don't fear for the worst.
They start to fire and get a bull,
And perhaps an inner too,
But when they get a dirty flag,
You see them all turn blue.
Those markers, they have let him down,
I've heard bystanders say,
And " Crikey, if he don't look out,"
" He'll loose his tanneraday."
He's' down on rapid, he's down on snap,
He's down on grouping too,
And " Blimey " look he's down again,
For they have only given him two.
His total now is 39,
So perhaps he'd better sweat,
And if he don't get 15 more,
He'll be a " Bung " I'll bet.
" Badger " loads and takes an aim,
And pulls the trigger quick,
And then he sees the same old thing,
Some Red Rag on a stick.
He loads again and takes an aim,
And tliis time quite correct,
But " Dekko, Badger," says his mate,
You've got the same old stick.
But now the course is over,
And all the shooting's done,
A first class shot " Badger " wanted,
But behold, he's got a " Bung."
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(Sang to the tune of " Blue Skys")
Bulls Eyes—All of them gone,
Nothing but lancers, from now on,
Marksmen we haven't got none,
Even the crack shot is a bung,
Never saw the disc all through the day,
Red and white bunting got in the way,
Waiting for the markers to do their stuff,
If we play 'em football we'll treat 'em rough,
Propav, all of it gone,
I'll be on " Bungs " parade from now on.
" ARRY, TIMEX."

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who was the N.C.O. who asked for " Dummies " on the range'
instead of Empties 7 Was he in a " Golding " dream 7
What was " Slippery " thinking of when he reported, " No. 1 Gun
cleared, Sir," instead of Rifle ?
Do black men turn white when going to England for a time 7 Ask
" Australia."
Who was the certain individual of No. 15 Platoon who, after return
ing from the range on first day's firing wrote in his diary thus;—
" Have had a very good day. Arose at 6.30, washed and had break
fast, paraded for range at 8.30, fired, got a 4* group at 100 yards,
possible 200 yards." 7
What did he mean by being born with a rifle in his hand 7 and was
he proud of himself 7 Ask " Australia."
Is Gibraltar in England 7 Ask " Long 'Un."
Who was the man in No. 16 Platoon that said he could buy Woollen
Jerseys for eight rupees in the Bootmaker's Shop and could he tell us
how many he thinks he could buy there 7 Ask Nancy.

HEARD ON THE RANGE.
Firer to Instructor: " It won't be necessary to put your sights up at
600 yards, will it Corporal ? "
Instructor : " Why 7 "
Firer: " Well, Corporal, we are firing dowuhill from the 600 yards
firing point."
Instructor: " Oh, no ! All you have to do is to pull the trigger harder
and the bullets go faster.
THE USUAL SCRIBE.

How to get "The Dragon."
JeOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are
i year 8/-, 6 months 4/-, 3 months 2j-.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.

ITH manoeuvres over,
the timeworn fallacy
that seems, as in our motti,
to ' flourish ever anew'
presents itself yet again,
to deceive once more the
optimistic and to disillusion
the newcomer.
This is, of course, the
idea that there is some
where a distinct lull, as it
were, in the activities of
those who are going
through what some dis
grutled dispeptic once called
'the Aldershot treadmill.' For eleven months
in the year the soldier is buoyed up with the
hope that at some definite period he will be
able \o say ; " Well, after a few days we shall
be starting again." As a matter of fact, the
wheel, which is supposed by some to be the
mythical " ladder of promotion" suffering
from acute indigestion, no more stops than an
Army clock strikes midnight; before there
is time to realise it 23.59 hours has become
00.01 hours.
MANOEUVRES.

.

From the spectacular point of. view,
manoeuvres this year must have seemed to
the Press and spectators a complete failure,
for there was none of the customary staged
performance culminating in a Grand Finale
in full view of everybody in the approved film
style. Instead, the opposing forces were
merely given one or two limitations, placed in
position and given the word " Go."
Consequently extreme caution was shown
everywhere, and no fairy ever alighted quite
so gently as the 1st Division touched the 2nd.
The 5th Brigade, to which The Buffs had done
Advanced Guard, and subsequently No. 1
outpost company, never gained real contact
until 48 hours after they got into position and
in another three hours it was all over. So for
the most part, the battalion did little except
patrolling by day and outposts by night.
With a front of nearly two miles pushed
out in front of Billingshurst, the sector was
comprised chiefly of a large pheasant covert,
of which the denizens, showing no signs of
anxiety in spite of their approaching fate,
gave rise to many a temptation as they
perched on rifle barrels and invaded haver
sacks. These strange sights were only seen
by those who spent their manoeuvres, like
the J abberwock, ' whiffling ' through the tulgy
wood, and are doubtless unbelieved by those
who lived within sight, sound and smell of
Billinghurst's select little 'hotel.'
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At 08.50 hours all ranks heard with relief
the eagerly awaited ' standfast and no
parades,' and began to talk about ' ten to
nine ' and ' walking home ' and other strange
expressions. In a nearby field the battalion
began to assemble, small parties of troops
appearing from all directions, and the officers
of "C" Company disposed of much Govern
ment chalk by commandeering a section of
the main road outside to record the fact that
" Manoeuvres ended here, 08.50 hours,
20/9/28," supplementing this with a realistic
Dragon, drawn by the Company. Commander
himself.
The next few hours were spent in removing
all possible accumulations of Sussex from
person and equipment and feeding preparatory
. to marching back. The first
stage was
a twelve mile trek to a village called Fisher
Street, where the Battalion bivouacked for
the night, and Band instruments and Drums
came by lorry from Midhurst. The final
march was 18 miles and was accomplished at
record speed in 5| hours marching time, the
Band and Drums playing the whole way.
The last 5 miles were done in an hour and a
quarter, a good finish to a successful show.
Replete with Sussex apples, Sussex air and
Sussex dust in various forms and places, the
Battalion returned to throw itself again into
the numerous features of Aldershot life, which
include Cadres, Courses and Casuals judiciously
spiced with Football, Firefighting and
Furlough.

PERSONALIA.
We welcome 2/Lieut. Kenward, who has
joined us from Cambridge just after
manoeuvres. He will be a great addition to
our Battalion Golf Team.
We must apologise for having omitted one
or two important items from our notes last
month. Our Rugby Team has received the
addition of 2/Lieut. H. G. Wooller of the New
Zealand Staff Corps, who came to us
for a year's attachment at the beginning of
manoeuvres. We are also pleased to see Lieut.
Findlay again and hope it will not be for the
last time. 2/Lieuts. Reith and Gordon also
did their yearly attachment.
The Battalion will sustain a great loss by
the departure of Captain Stronge, who has
gone to take up an appointment in "I" Branch
at the War Office.
Captain and Bt.Major Whitaker and Capt.
Keble are hourly expecting an order for one
of them to go out to India, but to date nothing
has been definitely settled.
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Sport.
Much activity is being observed in all branches of
sport this month. Rugby is coming .once more a big
feature, thanks to the efforts of a few ardent
' old hands.' Association Football is also in full swing,
though we have not always been doing as well as we
might. Running teams are out daily, and Boxing is
in evidence again. Our energetic B.A.D.S. has
produced yet another show and in fact everything
is running as smoothly as could be expected with half
the battalion on leave. Full reports are to be found
elsewhere in this issue.
Rugby.
That our team is rapidly more enterprising and
efficient is shown by the results of our last two matches
below. This is largely due to daily morning practice
and the patience of our chief coach, Lieut. Turner.
We have also acquired from our Pioneers a
' Scrummingcage' and a double gallows with tackling
' corpses.'
2ND BN. THE BUFFS

V.

CRANLEIGH SCHOOL.

Played on No. 63 Ground, on 3rd October. The
game opened briskly with the usual succession of
scrums for minor breaches of the rules, but soon settled
down and a good run by Connolly enabled him to pass
to R. F. Parry, who had a straight run through and
touched down. Reeves converted. Five minutes
later there was some loose scrumming in Cranleigh's
' 25 ' and Connolly broke through on the wing. Reeves
again converted a very difficult shot. The packing
of the scrum was now improving and Haggard soon
found his opportunity to get right round on the left.
This was, however, an almost impossible task for
Reeves and halftime went with the score at 13—3.
Feeling full of spirit, our team set themselves to
get an even better lead and in. quick succession
Haggard took a pass from Nicholson and scored a try,
which was, however, not converted; then Wooller
took Parry's pass from the scrum and touched down
again between the posts, enabling Reeves to convert.
Haggard again got the ball and did a good drop over
the goal, bringing the score to 25—3. He was now in
scoring form and gave us one more goal before time
left the final score at Buffs, 30 ; Cranleigh 2nd XV., 3.
2ND BN. THE BUFFS

V.

D.C.L.I.

D.C.L.I. kicked off and we pressed until a line kick
relieved them. After a good deal of loose play, the
attack was carried into our quarter, until Nicholson
relieved with some pretty footwork. Taking
advantage of this, we pressed home the attack and
Reeves made a good attempt at a goal, while Connolly
just failed to dummy his way over. The D.C.L.I.
then intercepted and Cpl. Norris just saved by tackling
his man from behind. The D.C.L.I. gained ground
from a good line kick, but we touched down. On play
being resumed, D.C.L.I. continued to attack, but good
work by Connolly and Knocker saved us. We started
a passing bout, which broke down, but sterling play
by the forwards, with Kenward prominent, gave
Haggard a chance and he just failed to force his way
over. Soon after this, halftime sounded.
On resumption of play, D.C.L.I. pressed hard and
there was a good deal of loose play, during which two
D.C.L.I. men were temporarily put out of action. Off
side play gave the D.C.L.I. a free kick,, but after an
interchanging of kicks—no result. Soon after this,
Knocker made a good run and Nicholson obtained
possession, to be collared. He unfortunately twisted
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his arm and had to retire. After this there was a good
deal of loose play, during which the D.C.L.I. were
awarded a free kick, which just passed inside the posts,
to give them the game by three points to nil.
2ND BN. THE BUFFS

V.

NO. 1 COMPANY, R.M.C.

Both teams were handicapped by not having their
best out, but the game was quite interesting to watch.
After the kickoff, there was a considerable amount of
loose play, after which Rose cleverly dummied his way
past several of the opposing side, to give Haggard
a clear run home. Reeves converted. No. 1 then
attacked and forced their way over. We resumed the
attack with added zest, the forwards doing good work,
and Connolly sidestepped his way over to score our
second try. On play being continued, No. 1 Coy.
scored a try, which was converted. Halftime.
After the halftime spell the play brightened up.
Reeves on several occasions, with good footwork, nearly
got over, but No. 1 counterattacked and it was only
by good play by Rose and Nicholson that they were
temporarily driven back. However, before long they
scored a converted try. After this, we had it all our
own way, the forwards bustling No. 1 off the ball.
Nicholson scored next and Reeves converted, with
a beautiful kick. Then Connolly dived over and
Haggard, with good work by Cpl. Norris, was not long
in adding another point. No. 1 attacked hard, but
good dribbling by Kenward saved the situation, and
a passing rush ended in Nicholson scoring.
Final score : 21—16.
B.A.D.S.
A great improvement has been made in our Barrack
Institute stage and our present equipment would be
a credit to many a professional theatre. We have our
own lighting installation, with head lights, foot lights,
spot lights, wing lights and several very good scenes.
Also a willing crowd of helpers to shift the scenes and
do the many odd jobs that have to be done
before a show. Thus it is that we are able to bring off
a highly successful show. (Pardon our pride—we
hope it was good) and the Draft we are sending to
India will, it is hoped, arrive with memories of melodies
and recollections of laughter, if with nothing else!
I append the full programme as printed and hope the
Editor will give us a little space for it.
May I appeal again to all ranks to lend us a hand
in running this show. It is done solely for the amuse
ment and benefit of the Regiment and is still
selfsupporting.
We would like fresh talent, fresh ideas and fresh
.material. No offer is too small, no one turned, down,
nothing rejected. Most of our actors will shortly be
leaving the Service and we must have replacements.
Anyone with *a voice, a selection of jokes or anything
original, please walk up. Secretary, Sgt. Diamond,
The Band.
PROGRAMME.

7 p.m. sharp.

Doors open 6.40 p.m.
The B.A.D. Lads
present
a breezy, bright, brainy and buckshee Entertainment
with which they hope to take the wind out of the Draft.
Characters (in order of appearance):
" Ba Goom" Bowyer, a hit from the North
Lahkri the Laichrymator, to keep us in tears of
laughter
" Ramona," a star turn
Handsome Hanson
Diamond, a trump as usual
Bonny, bonny Banks (of the Basingstoke Canal)

Burton, .the Banjo Banger
Ratcliffe (likes his drop of Bass)
Field (over the banks and through the woods)
and last but not least:—
Bashful Bessie, our mystery dancer.
Ably assisted by Diamonds Notrumpers.
Stage scenery by the above and the Pioneers.
Lighting by R. E. Hardwork and Co.
Everything else by permission, accident, luck, or
enthusiam.
PART I.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

OPENING
SONG
SONG
SONG
DUET
SKETCH
DUET

8. Finale

"Me Too!" ..
.. " Stewdleoooo'
"Ramona"
.. " Kashmiri Song "
"So Tired" ..
"Motoring" ..
' Miss Annabelle Lee
.. "Mary Brown"

BOWYER.
WOODS.
MRS. FIELD.
... L/CPL. HANSON.
BOWYER & DIAMOND.
... WOODS & BANKS.
... BARTON & FIELD.
THE COMPANY.

SKETCH ENTITLED " FUN ON A TROOPSHIP."
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

CHORUS
SONG
SONO
DANCE
SONG
SONG
SONO
CHORUS
SONO
FINALE

including
A CONCERT.
DRAFT.
" Miss Annabelle Lee "
AMOS.
" Love ! Wonderful Love "
BOWYER
&
CHORUS.
" Swannee River
MISS SIMON.
Hornpipe ...
MRS. FIELD.
... " Darby and Joan "

" Wheel him in !
" A Sailor's Farewell"
" Twopence in the Hat'
" Don't forget to write "

L/CPL. HANSON.
... RATCLIFFE.
QUINN.
... THE C.S.M.
Miss CHARMAINE."
THE COMPANY.

THE KING.

Note.—Due to finish at 9.20 p.m. in time for Supper.

Sergeants' Mess.
Once again we are on the scene, but the news this
month is more scarce than ever it was. Since our last
notes we have got settled down in Barracks again, and
are now in the midst of annual furlough, weapon
training cadres, etc., so that there is little of interest
for the reporter to make a note of.
We have commenced our winter whist drives and
dances, but up to the present have only held one,
which although thoroughly enjoyed by all present,
was not so well attended as they usually are.
However, better results may be the verdict at the
succeeding shows.
Again we have had a couple of changes since last
appearing in print, for " Bob " Watson has gone to
the Depot to replace L/Sgt. L. Chapman, who has
dodged us and gone to Shorncliffe with the idea
of transferring to the Army Educational Corps. How
ever we wish him luck. Sergeants Burville and Smith
have rejoined the Battalion from the Depot with the
idea of becoming " Merchants in charge of pay and
barrack damages." Burville has been promoted
already to C.Q.M.S. and we congratulate him very
heartily. It is expected that Smudger's promotion
will not appear for quite a few months yet. Further
notification has been published that two more of our
shining lights in the persons of Trice and Cronin are
proceeding to the Regimental Depot in a very short
time. No doubt Alf will be highly delighted, for his
one theme has been " I wouldn't arf like to get one of
them Depot jobs." Perhaps he will not find it quite
so simple as he thinks; then again, it may be far
easier One never knows. Still we wish them both
the best of luck in their new sphere. Since writing
our last news, our Archangel has had his wings singed
rather badly, but as he has gone on his annual furlough,
there is a faint possiblity that they may grow normal
again. Anyway we hope so, because he has gone to
the Vickers crowd, and those people need wings.

THE DRAGON
Two members of the Mess sent a beautiful piece of
silver to the W.O.'s and Sergeants of the H.A.C. in
commemoration of the good time they gave us when
we were presented with our new colours in July last,
and they have written to us to thank us with all the
fervour possible, which makes another mark of sincere
friendship between two regiments. It is quite possible
that we may again meet the H.A.C. in the near future.
If we do there are some lively times in store ! We are
all hoping for a future meeting and wishing that it
may be at Aldershot when the weather is good.
By the time these notes are in print, we shall have
lost two more members of the Mess in Sergeant Petley
and L/Sgt. Curliss who are proceeding to join the 1st
Battalion in India. May they always sweat and be
seasick all the way out there ! We do not really
mean that, but we must say something to cheer them
up. A further addition to our ranks was Sgt. Hodges
from the 1st Battalion, but we are not seeing much
of him, owing to the fact that he is proceeding
to London to take up duties as Instructor to the 7th
City of London Regiment, T.A., vice Sgt. Carvell, who
is returning to us having completed his tour of duty.
Sacco Page is at present on a course of Chemical
Warfare and Paddy Cronin on a course of Fire Fighting
Duties, so that when they return there should be plenty
of gas and fire in the Mess for a day or two
until Paddy gets his nose towards Canterbury!
Having reached the limit of our news, we will once
again close down, hoping that next time more may be
heard from
FATHER PENNIBS.
"C" Company.
What a month this has been for the old Company,
for it seems that the whole Company was put into a
sieve and sifted out, the trouble being that several
good men went through with—I was going to say
' the bad,' but then, there are no bad men, so I will
call them indifferent. Anyway, on October 1st, a large
number of N.C.O.'s and men were transferred to other
companies, while we, in return, received tWo N.C.O.'s
and four men. To these, Cpl. Riley, L/Cpl. Terry,
Ptes. Terry and Amer of M.G. Coy. and Ptes. Nye and
Sorrell of H.Q. Wing, we extend a hearty welcome
to the Champion Company. We do hope that they
will do all in their power to assist us in the future.
To those who departed from the company, we wish
every success in. their new companies; we hope they
soon settle down and take an interest in their new
training. This particularly applies to the younger
members who have gone to the Machine Gunners,
a good many of whom we could ill afford to lose.
Sgt. Cronin has gone to H.Q. Wing, where he will
be found on the Police and Fire Fighting Staff. He
has rendered the Company valuable service in the
past, and we hope he will continue to serve his new
company in the same manner.
Sgt. Night and Cpl. Nash have drifted over to our
nearest rivals—"A" Company. We wish them every
success. L/Sgt. Richardson and Cpl. Gowers have
found their way to good old "B" Company. We hope
they will serve them well.
Major F. Whitaker left us at' the early part
of September to take over command of "A" Company.
We realise that this command is essential to Major
Whitaker, but his stay with us was much too short
for our liking. I am sure our late 2ndinCommand
will be missed in many ways, particularly in that he
possessed a large car, capable of taking large loads
to the range, etc. We had a little sore feeling in the
knowledge that Pte. Hanson accompanied him to his
new; company. Hanson was another good allround
man we could ill afford to lose. Anyway, for services
rendered in the past we will call it ' all square.'
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Pte. Fagg has left us for a tour of duty at
the Depot; He has been employed as a cook
for some time, H.Q. Wing once thinking he would
make their number of cooks up to strength, but we
thought otherwise. WE also know a good man. He
was a tower of strength on our TugofWar rope, and
we are sorry to lose him, but hope he will fatten tire
young members of the Regiment to take his place on
our rope next year. Pte. Pye has joined the Company
from the Depot; we hope he will soon get busy. Sgt.
Harvey has found his way back to his old company
from tire same place. We are pleased to renew our
acquaintance with him. I am sure he will assist us
in many ways.
2/Lieut. H. P. Williams left us towards the end
of the Manoeuvre period on Sick Leave. He was very
unfortunate to rick his ankle while playing for the
Officers' Team in the Basket Ball Competition at Camp.
We hope it will soon mend.
L/Cpl. Spence has been on his month's Sick Leave;
he has had to spend some time in hospital, owing to
damaging his back early in the season. We hope he
will arrive back quite fit.
L/Cpl. Hobson was a victim of the Camp SixaSide
Football and has been in hospital ever since ; we hope
he will soon return to duty. He has the consolation
of knowing that the " C.l." Team won the competition.
In the Draft for India we lose some good men. We
hope that they have a good trip and soon settle down
in the 1st Battalion. Our men proceeding overseas
are L/Cpls. Woodcock and Gambrill, Ptes. Cowell,
Drewitt, Finnigan, Groombridge, Isom, Lindup,
Reynols, Skinner, Thomas, Woodard, King . and
Wilkinson. Some have had only a very short stay
with us. I am sure Isom is looking forward to his
trip abroad.
As to Manoeuvres, the present company
correspondent is in the unfortunate position of knowing
little of them, but could write a good deal about the
Camp life at Cowdray Park.* I think it will be
sufficient to say that the weather was grand, which
meant good manoeuvres. Everyone had a good deal
of marching to do; all came back in good condition.
The camp was ideal and several good days were spent
in camp between operations.
The company is at present on leave, although
a good number of the N.C.O.'s and men are still in
Barracks. Weapon Training Courses are keeping the
N.C.O.'s busy. Some men still have to fire their
Annual Course. Our Company Commander went on
leave on the 2nd' October, leaving Lieut. Nicholson
in charge during his absence. Owing to the draft
leaving and the draft of seventeen coming to our
company from the Depot, our O.C. will find many
changes on his return. It is understood that there are
several promising men in this draft. There is work
for all. We are looking for a runner to take the place
of Cpl. Trinkwon. Who shall it be ?
In the field of sport we are still going strong as
the Champion Company. In the Battalion Rifle
Meeting we were runners up, gaining two points. The
TugofWar was held in September, when we were
again runners up, gaining two more points. Up to
date "C" has four points, with a lead of one point over
"A" and H.Q. 24 Companies. In the TugofWar
there were some excellent pulls and we gave to 24 Coy.
of our very best, but it was not quite good enough.
We lost the toss and lost the advantage of the ground.
I should like to see the TugofWar take place on
a nearly level piece of ground, even if it meant going
further afield. For, once we lost the toss, we knew we
had also lost the Shield, although we were determined
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to put up aTfight for it. The Shield leaves "C" Coy.
after four years of careful keeping—but only after
a hdrd fight. We will get two back for this one before
next May.
At football we hope to prove our value before the
season is over. We have had several practice games
and the team is working well. We do not suggest
that our opponents up to date have been at full
strength, but neither have we. We played H.Q. and
won  5—2 ; against "A" Coy., won 4—1 ; played
"A" Coy. (scratch teams) drew 2—2 ; against "B"
won 3—1.
Some of the players on our books for the season are
already wellknown. The remainder you will hear of
later:—
Goal: Ptes. Rhodes and Parsons ; Backs : L/Sgt.
Wade, L/Cpl. Hobson, Ptes. Church and Young;
Half-backs : Cpls. Riley and Norris, L/Sgt. Stubber
field, Cpl. Handscomb, L/Cpls. Spence and New, Ptes.
Brugess and Pox; Forwards: Sgt. Burville, Cpl.
Coade, L/Cpl. Lee, Ptes. Garratt, Nye, Smith, Pye,
and Wilkins.
Placed on Transfer List:—Cpl. McNulty, L/Cpl.
Hurley, Ptes. Perry and Thomas.
Anyway, we hope "C" Company men will be fit,
should they be called upon to represent the Battalion.
Running will soon be commenced in the Company.
We have to improve our . position of eighth in the
Command InterCompany. We' have lost a few good
men, but I am sure it can be done by hard training.
To Sgt. Burville we extend a hearty welcome.
May he stay long with us. We hope he will soon settle
down to his work, then find time to assist the Company
in the field of sport. To us older members of the Regi
ment, he is wellknown for his abilities in all sports.
Corporals' Mess.
Although the month has not been a favourable one for sport, we
have been able to play one football match—against the D.C.L.I.
Corporals—when we won by four goals to two. The team was as
follows Cpl. Sanders, goal; Cpl. Drake and L/Cpl. Goatley, backs :
Cpl. Norris, L/Cpl. Marsden and Cpl. Clinker, halfbacks; L/Cpl.
Vlney, Cpl. Coade, L/Cpls. Cunnington, Harper and New, forwards.
This was a good game and goes to prove that the Corporals are by no
means a back number. The scorers were Coade 3, Cunningham, 1.
Cpl Parrett and his Outdoor Committee have promised an unlimited
number of matches during the season, by going round to all
the Corporals in the Command, if possible.
During the month we again met the D.CLI. Corporals—this time
in a friendly Billiard Match. On this occasion we again came out on
top, leading by 83 points. Cpl. Sanders, L/Cpls. Harper, Lee, Brace,
Goatley and Acott were our representatives.
L/Cpl. T. Smith (1st Battalion) who has been attached to "H.Q/'
Wing for some time, has now returned to his Battalion, whileCpl. G.
King has left for the Depot for a tour of duty. Another member,
Cpl. Crane, has gone away to Netheravon on a course. We welcome
to the Mess, unfortunately for only a short time, L/Cpl. E. Cadman
from the 1st Battalion, who is for the time being attached to A
Company. We understand that very shortly he leaves us in order to
learn something about chickens and other such things, prior to going
into civilian life. Another addition to the Mess is L/Cpl. Sorrell on
his first appointment. This N.C.O. has, we are told, been under
intensive instruction from Detective Banks, on the art of being
" Librarian, Grouped Barrack Library'." If this appointment is as
important and impressive as it sounds, one can well" understand how
pleased Det. B. is on handing over. "A" Company Corporals have
been heard to say " One more to do O.C." Does this mean Orderly
Corporal, or—
Unfortunately, owing to the absence of many of the Members on
.leave, we cannot yet run any Dances or Smokers, but expect to start
some time in November.
During the coming week we shall lose L/Cpls. Woodcock, Braid
wood, Gambrill and Norris, who are going on a big boat on the water.
We wish them the very best of luck. Some of them are on the roll of
waiting men, so that they have a chance of remaining here.
' FYLDEVRE*

"H.Q." Wing.
The last time I wrote the Dragon Notes it was a typical summer's
day. Now—Winter has come !

The Signals, Drums and a number of the employed are now on their
Annual Leave and it falls to my lot to write the notes for the Wing.
We are having a very busy time. The leaves are falling from our
Chestnut Avenue and as fast as we clear up the ground is covered again.
Sports are going strong. I have placed the position of the Groups in
our Wing Sports Competition below and I think the result will be very
dose. Everybody is very keen on this Competition. The Boys hu^e
started their League Football again, but I am sorry to say they lost the
match with the King's Own Royal Regiment. .Better luck next tune*
The Band paid their monthly visit to Alexandra Palace on the 14th
and will be there again on the 25th November. We had a wonderful
crowd and our programme was greatly appreciated.

INTERGROUP SPORTS COMPETITION.
No. 1 Group (Signals)
No. 2 Group (Drums and A/T.)
No. 3 Group (Employed)
...
No. 4 Group (Band)

Cricket.
2
3
1
4

Football. Swimming. Total.
1
3
6
3
4
10
2
I
«
.1 Father ^OICH^ »

Machine Gun Company.
Owing to about ninety per cent, of the company being on annual
furlough I am afraid my notes will be short this month, not having
anything much to write about.
We would like to congratulate our O.C. Company on obtaining a
"Q.I." at Netheravon, but we did not look for anything less.
The youngsters (Young Hands) start training on the 12th of
November and we are hoping to turn them into some good gunners.
Lieut. F. W. B. Parry, Sgt. Emery, Sgt. Marsh and Cpl. Watte have
come with the young hands and we hope they will enjoy their tour of
duty with us.
Sgt. Petley, L/Sgt. Curliss, Ptes. Morris and Wickenden left us for
India on the 20th ; we all wish them the best of luck.
^ GUNNER.

"A" Company.
Manoeuvres are, to everybody's satisfaction, over and finished with
and once again we have returned to our " peace station and comfort
able beds and are looking forward to our Annual Leave.
Some of our N.C.O.'s have already gone for a month's enjoyment
and relaxation, so as to allow them to be back in time for the long
Weapon Training Course, but the remainder of the company are stay
ing behind for the time being and doing their '.Duty .They will
have Christmas at home and are therefore quite cheerful about it.
The Draft, which by the way, sails on the 20th of October, have
already returned from leave and are now looking forward to the Big
Boat." Some are anxious to go, others reluctant and a few indifferent,
but at the firesent moment none of them look too pleased with them
selves, this being due, I believe, to the unkind Doctor who punctured
their arms for the second time yesterday. This will have worn off b>
the morning though and they will again be looking forward to cleaning
up the Mess Room, etc., as a pastime. But still, putting jokes on one
side we all take this opportunity of giving them a good cheer and
wishing them the very best of luck with the 1st Battalion when they
arrive and a good voyage out there.
After the departure of the Draft our company will be rather weak,
for although a Draft arrived from the Regimental Depot on the 10th,
we did not get any of them and so have noone to replace those that
are leaving us.

Several changes have taken place in the Company since my last

notes, the most important being that of our Company Commander.

Capt. Stronge has left us to take up a new position. Everyone was
sorry to see him go, for he has been one of the best and we wish him
every success in his new appointment.
Captain (BrevetMajor) F. Whittaker has taken over the Company
and I am sure he is very well liked by all ranks so I am certain that we
shall continue to thrive under his Command as we have done previously.
We all wish to extend to him our hearty greetings of welcome.
2/Lieut. Wooller of the " New*Zealand Staff Corps" is attached to
the Company and has taken over No. 3 Platoon. We only r^jret
that he has not been actually posted to us for he would make: our
sprinting team IT, but as he is only attached he cannot compete for
the Company. Nevertheless, lie will be. able to do a world of good in
training our team. This, I understand, he is quite willing to do.
We also have to welcome several others to our midst, one being
t/Set. Knights, D.C.M. and we accord him and all others a hearty
welcome. We must also bid farewell to Sgt. Trice and Cpl. King who
have gone to "H.Q." Wing and the Depot respectively.
The winter months are now upon us, so once more Football comes
into its own. We have already started with one or two intercompany
games, having played "C" Company twice and each Company gaining
a victory.
As I have stated before in the columns of The Dragon, our hopes
are high of making a big show at this kind ofsjiort this year, and I am
cven more confident now than before. I think we _ can safely say
that with ordinary luck we shall come out Top Dogs.
. L/Cpl. Beal has been " swattingup " for his First Class Certificate.
We all hope he was successful in the actual examination.
HNIY
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Bell Harry.

seems almost im
possible that only
last
month
we
were
talking of beautiful weather
and bewailing the fact
that winter would soon
arrive.
Now,
the rain is
beating on the windows,
leaves are falling fast,
ever}' now and then cold,
huddled figures scurry by :
sometimes, in front of a
fire,
occasional talk is
heard of the past summer
in the same kind of tone
which those who are given
to reminiscences use about
the balmy days in the
army of '08. It all seems
very far away : yes, November has certainly come,
bringing winter, too.
And with it has come rather a gloom, or is it only
that we are doing exactly the same as we did this time
last year and the year before that and so on back to
1572 and that there has been nothing special to record
other than our ordinary routine ? That, at any rate,
is the case.
This last week or so we have seen one or two Buffs
who have been playing in the Regimental Golf Meeting,
but not so many as we should like to have.
All officers have lately been kept busy by going
round the county examining various schools in the
Certificate " A." On Saturday, October 20th, a fair
percentage from the Depot went up to Loudon for the
Past and Present Dinner.
We were glad to have Lieut. Crozier spending
a night here before he crossed over to France to stay
a day in Paris with Capt. Watson ; he was then going
to pick up his boat at Marseilles on October 19tli.
E.A.A.
Hockey.
SEPTEMBER 26TII. V. S.A.S., IIYTHK. Drew, 1 1.
Our first match of the season. We did not combine
much like a team, but were fortunate in having
opponents also in the same predicament. We did
quite well to draw 1—1 against a team with some
good individuals.
SEPTEMBER 27TH. v. CANTERBURY H.C. Won, 12—0.
Playing much better together than the first match
and with far more scoring ability than last year, we
always had the better of the game against an obviously
weaker side.
OCTOBER 10TH. V. MANSTON R.A.F. Drew, 4 4.
A good hard match in which each side led
alternately and we were rather lucky to obtain a "oal
in the last minute or so to effect a draw. The R.A.F.
scored a goal within the first two minutes before we
woke up. Capt. Willows and Sgt. Tutt then put in
some useful combination work and Capt. Willows,
especially was on the top of his form. The halfbacks
and backs were hard put to it throughout the game.
IN this match we were without Lieut. Penlington at
centre half. Although an able substitute, Sgt.
Adam's place is obviously righthalf.

OCTOBER 18TII.

V.

HERNE BAY.

Won, 14—2.

The team was changed for this match as Sgt.
Burville lias left for the Battalion. Sgt. Gibson
dropped back to fullback and Cpl. King, recently
arrived at the Depot, played at half. The change
worked well and Herne Bay's two goals were mainly
due to L/Cpl. Good, whom we produced as a substitute
owing to their being a man short. The match was
played in pouring rain throughout.
Sgt. Rowe; Lieut. Airy, Sgt. Burville ; Sgt.
Adams, Lieut. Penlington, Sgt. Gibson; R/L/Cpl.
King, Pte. Ashton, Capt. Willows, Sgt. Tutt, Capt.
Howe.
The above has been the team (except for the last
match already referred to) and promises to be one of
the best that the Depot lias had. It has drawn the
Seafortli Highlanders in the first round of the Eastern
Command Hockey Championship.
E.A.A.
Football.
Since our last notes under the above heading the
following matches have been played :—
KENT AMATEUR LEAGUE (Eastern Section).
Sept. 29. v. Deal Town ...
...
... Lost
8—2
Oct. 6. v. Dover United
...
... Won
5—1
13. v. 2nd Bn. The Queen's Regt.
Lost
8—1
The match with Deal Town was played at Deal,
in very fine and warm weather and before a good gate.
The first half of the game was very good, both sides
giving of their best and the exchanges being fairly
equaL The score at halftime was Deal, 2 ; Depot,. 1.
The Depot equalised soon after the recommence
ment at which score play continued up to within ten
minutes of the close, when for some unknown reason
our eleven seemed to fall away and Deal went oil to
score six more goals. Sgt. Smith in goal, was still
suffering from liis injured foot and was not on his best
form and Sgt. Sidwell sustained a nasty cut over his
left eye which put him off for the last fifteen minutes.
We were decidedly unlucky to lose this game. Ashton
and Chandler scored for the Depot.
We were more fortunate in our game against Dover,
which was played ou our ground. We were masters
of the situation throughout the whole ninety minutes
Dover never once looked' like netting the ball, much
to the chagrin of Sgt. Ulcliier and several other of his
townies who turned out to see his town " take our
boots off." Iu this match we turned out L/Cpl. Good
in goal, who played well during the very few times lie
was called upon. The goal scores were : Ashton (3),
Triukwon (1) and Payne (1).
Our next game, against the 2nd Battalion The
Queen's Regiment, at Dover, I am afraid gave us
a little insight to our real standard of Soccer, which
was in keeping with the standard that can only be
expected of a Depot team. We got licked 8—1. The
Queeu's Regiment put their full Regimental side out
against us. We seemed like eleven men getting in the
way of a football team. Still a clean, sporting after
noon was spent and we were not too disappointed,
well knowing what we were up against. We still have
another opportunity of testing our prowess against
this team aud we at least hope we may do better.
Sgt. Tutt scored our only goal, a really brilliant
effort.
H.B.S.
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Sergeants' Mess.
On 21st September the members of our Cork Club
proceeded to Gillingham to attend the First Annual
Dinner of the Medway and District Branch of the Past
and Present Association. The party mustered twenty
three and on arrival were met and welcomed by Capt.
A. Barton and Mr. Smith.
It was very pleasing to be able to meet some old
pals and we spent a very enjoyable evening, C.S.M.
Howard and Sgt. Smith helping considerably in the
musical programme.
Leaving Gillingham about 11 p.m. we reached
Canterbury by midnight, being again welcomed by
the members of the Ladies' Cork Club, they having
had full sway in the Mess during our absence.
Many changes, as shewn below, are taking place
among the members of our Mess, and whilst we wish
the departing members and their families the best of
luck, we also extend a hearty welcome to the new
hands:—
Sgt. McNeir to 1st Battalion.
(Awaiting
embarkation orders).
Sgt. Harvey to 2nd Battalion. (Tour expired).
L/Sgt. Chapman to A.B.C. (On probation for
transfer).
Sgt. Burville to 2nd Battalion. (With a view to
promotion).
Sgt. Smith to 2nd Battalion. (With a view to
promotion).
L/Sgt. Watson from 2nd Battalion. (For Tour
of duty).
Sgt. Larkin from 1st Battalion. (For Tour of
duty).
Sgt. Crump from 1st Battalion. (For Tour
of duty).
Sgt. Cronin from 2nd Battalion. (Four Tour of
duty).
Sgt. Trice from 2nd Battalion. (For tour of duty).
L/Sgt. Dolbear. (On appointment to L/Sgt.).
ExC.S.M. Shreeve Pigott paid us a visit on 29th
September and we were pleased to see him looking so
fit and also to know that he is working within easy
distance of the 2nd Battalion.
The first Whist Drive of the season took place on
8th October, under the management of the Ladies'
Cork Club Committee. There was a nice attendance
and the following took the prizes:—
Ladies: 1st prize
...
... Miss Corney.
„
2nd prize
...
... Mrs. Barber.
Gents.: 1st prize
Sgt. Williams.
2nd prize
Sgt. Tutt.
Lucky Number prize ...
... Mrs. Keegan.
An " All Ranks " Dance was held on 9th October
to give a sendoff to the Orthes Squad, when C.S.M.
Howard and Sgt. Rowe with their able assistants put
on a good show. C.Q.M.S. Taylor was unfortunately
absent from his usual post as M.C., he at the time
being convalescent after an operation for appendicitis.
Several members were candidates at the recent
examination for 1st Class Educational Certificates,
and we wish them all the best of luck.
Corporals' Mess.
" Hullo ! Hullo ! Corporals calling !" Working on
one valve we have at last reached The Dragon office.
First and foremost we must congratulate L/Sgt.
Dolbear on his well earned appointment. He now
gazes down upon us from his lofty perch. We hope
he will not get married and spoil it all.

We also have great pleasure in welcoming Cpl.
King and L/Cpl. Willson to our fold of Black Sheep.
We sincerely hope they will enjoy their rest.
Just lately we have been visited by Cpls. Drake
and Pitch and L/Cpl. Smith. It gives us much pleasure
to know that they still remember us and hope that
others will carry on the good work.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Who put Vancouver the wrong side of Canada ?
Where is the skating rink ? (Ask J oe).
Is Treasurer a " snip " ? (Ask him again).
What will the cavewoman do, now he has lost
his P.P. ?
Trained Men's Notes.
fsjinv* our last month's notes were published there have been quite
a few changes in the Depot Staff. Among those who have left us are,
Ptes. Brookes, Pye and Stuart who have been posted to the 2nd Bat
talion. From the 2nd Battalion, Ptes. Almond,Fagg and Wiles have
been posted for a tour of duty, to whomwe extend a hearty welcome.
Football is now in full swing, and the most notable of our many
matches during the last month being against the Cpls' whom we beat
4—2 and against I«efevre's which resulted in a draw 4—4 (away).
As the leave season isnow drawing to a close we are settling down
to work again and by next month I hope to make more notes.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Why does Ginger's left shoulder droop so much of late ? Some
one told me he was severely injured at a dart match.

4th Battalion.
O E P T E M B E R slipped by,
k5
and I am sorry to say
. HiLLEi/ j missed sending in any notes,
so this month must embrace the
omission.
Training has commenced
again in earnest for the winter.
Shooting for the year has been
completed with, I hope, satis
factory results in all companies.
Several of our old N.C.O.'s from
Dover and other stations are
leaving us, but we hope they will
continue to take an interest in
their old companies though no
longer active members.
Congratulations to our Margate
and Thanet Company on their
excellent muster for the opening
of the new Margate Hospital,
when Captain Witts provided a Guard Of Honour to
the Lord Mayor of London. This, I may say, was
a company affair, as unfortunately we could extend
no assistance from Battalion Head Quarters.
"D" Company, or rather our Dover Detachment,
have regained the Emden Shooting Cup at Dover and
we hope they will continue to hold it every year in
future.
On October 27th the Officer Commanding the Depot
has kindly asked the Officers to dinner. This annual
event is, I know, always looked forward to by the
Officers of the 4th Battalion, and continues to help
the link between ourselves and our Regular brother
Officers.
On the 25th October we are having a Battalion
Tactical exercise at Canterbury for all Officers and
N.C.O.'s.
At the Regimental Golf meeting at Sandwich on
the 17th and 18th of October, the Battalion should
be well represented, and I hope by the time these notes
are printed the results will show some of the prizes
as having fallen to the 4th Battalion.
v[jj3l+f>)
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Captain Hardcastle is moving his house to the
borders of Sussex, near Wadhurst. We hear he made
such a vast profit on the sale of his farm, he is going to
retire from active farming.
Congratulations to Lieut. Turner on passing his
promotion examination at Chatham in September.
We wish to welcome Sgt. Sidwell to the Battalion
as the new instructor at Cranbrook. We know him
well and feel sure he will be a great success with our
Weald Company. At the same time we must say
goodbye to Sgt. Dennis, who is returning to the 2nd
Battalion after doing four years of useful work with
the Battalion. We wish him every success in the
future and hope that he will not forget us in the days
to come.
We hear our Colonel, Lord Goschen, will be
remaining in Madras for an extra year, so we shall not
see him till the end of 1929.
"A" Company (Thanet).
As our Battalion Headquarters did not put any news in the October
issue of The Dragon our notes appeared under "Beneath Bell Harry !"
We have therefore, joined the Depot and severed our connection with
Fourth Buffs "H.Q." and assume that they are closed for repairs !
The Guard of Honour at Margate was in every way a success. We
paraded 74 strong, all from our own company, and Colonel Sir Charles
Batho, Lord Mayor of London, complimented us on our turnout and
our strength.
The Skipper is off on the 22nd to do an attachment with the 2nd
Battalion at Aldershot and is looking forward to his visit to Blenheim
Barracks as he was there with the 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards in
1913 for a month. Lieut. Rose is off to the Depot, Canterbury on the
5th prox. for two weeks.
The annual miniature range shoot between the Ex1/4th Buffs
and the Ramsgate Detachment for the Grant Cup, kindly presented
by Lieut.Colonel L. B. Grant of the Simla Rifles for annual com
petition, was won this year by the old hands by the narrow margin of
one point. It will be presented at the Reunion Dinner on the 27th
instant.
Ramsgate Platoon sent a shooting team over to Sandwich last
Wednesday and an interesting match took place, but Lieut. James
team beat Ramsgate by 48 and 2/Lieut. Rose and his team are all
being fitted with glasses for the return match.
The monthly spoon shoot at Ramsgate was won by Cpl. Reynolds
and the one at Sandwich by Cpl. Field.
Tortoises at this time of the year go to sleep for the winter and a
few of our N.C.O.'s appear to have gone with them. Our
QuartermasterSergeant has not had time to check the Canteen stock
since Q.M.Sgt. Marsh left us and the Platoon Sergeant at Herne Bay
appears to think that L/Sgt. Boswell is quite capable of doing every
thing on his own as the former has not been seen for some time. The
Bar is not yet open nor are the windows repaired. Sgt. Elvery and
Corporals Field, Rowley, Dunster and Parker at Sandwich continue to
do splendid work and never grouse. They have a very snug Club and
Canteen.
_
CAMEL EDITOR.

EAST KENT RIFLE VOLUNTEER CORPS.
ExColourSergeant Cox of Ramsgate has recently presented "A"
Company, 4th Buffs, with the Battalion Orders from 1873 to 1879,
of the 2nd Battalion Cinque Ports Rifle Volunteers, afterwards the
East Kent Rifle Volunteers, and it is interesting to note that the
strength of that Battalion on the 31st October, 1876 was as under
Target Practice
Best Shots
in order of
Coy. Station.
Strength.
as Marksmen.
merit.
'A" Ramsgate ... 51
Pte. R. Austin
5
"B" Canterbury ... 75
Pte. W. Smith
6
"C" Canterbury ... 63
Sgt. J. Martin
4
"D" Hythe
... 22
7
"E" Sittingbourne
69
Col.Sgt. Honeyball ...
1
"F" Folkestone ... 61
Col.Sgt. Robinson
...
8
"G" Margate
... 99
.Sgt. White
2
"H" Ashford
... 61
Sgt. R. Giles
10
"I" Wingham ... 65
Sgt. H. Smith ...
... 13
"K" Dover
90
O/R Sgt. G. Smith
... 11
"L" Romney
... 81
Cpl. H. Pope
9
Staff
22
Tntill ...
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The old records are most interesting and shew how efficient the
Corps were and how strict the discipline was. Members who were
returned as NonEfficient had to pay the subscription of £1 10s. Od.
to the funds—and a member who was drunk in uniform was dismissed
the Corps in 1876, and a certain Private in "B" Company was dismissed
the Regiment in 1878 for firing blank ammunition in the streets of
Canterbury and fined 10/. Another gentleman who was alcoholicly
embarrassed on parade was dismissed and had his name published in
the local papers.
It is interesting to note that in 1876 Margate foifnd 90 while in 1928
the detachment only numbers 30, several men having resigned owing to
coming on the reduced rate of bounty if tliey reengaged. In 1876
our forebears got no bounty at all. Come on, Margate, join your
County Territorial Regiment as your fathers did before you.

"B" Company.
By the time these notes are published our training year for 1928
will have passed and no doubt everybody will be soon looking forward
to receiving their Bounty. The reduction in the bounty that is now
being paid does not appear to affect many likely recruits for when one
looks back and sees tlie number of new faces in the Company it really
appears that we are getting as many men to join now as we did when a
Bounty of £3 was paid. Most certainly there is still the good comrade
ship and spirit amongst the recruits. We would welcome any young
man to join any of our detachments.
I think, when one looks back on our past training for 1927 and 1928,
it is very creditable to all ranks. The musketry course this year has
been greatly altered, but in spite of that the Company has done very
well. As regards the Company average, this will be made known in
our December issue of The Dragon.
We have another Officers' and N.C.O.S' Tactical Exercise taking
place at Canterbury on the 28th and we shall, no doubt, as on all other
prev ous occasions, see a good muster for this parade.
The attendance at Drills in the Drill Halls at Sittingbourne and
Whitstable is very wonderful, especially when one sees N.C.O.'s and
Men on parade in un form after leaving off work, at least five and six
miles away from home.
In connection with the Past and Present Meeting which was held
on Saturday, 15tli September, 1928, I am very pleased to report that
a few more members have since joined and we are hoping that in a short
time the whole, or at least a good many of our presentserving territorial
will join our jolly happy band. It is hoped as soon as possible, to start
out on our own; we should do so. Come along, Sittingbourne, lead
the way. A meeting of all Sittingbourne members is being held at an
early date.
Preparations are now being made for our Annual Prize Distribution
at Sittingbourne, which will be held on Saturday, December 1st and
it is hoped that aU ranks will put their shoulders to the wheel and go
one better than last year. The Company Prize Distribution and
Smoking Concert will be held at Canterbury on November 15tli.
Our monthly spoon shoots for silver spoons are still creating interest
in the Detachment. The winner of the silver spoon for the month of
September was L/Cpl. Martin and for October, Pte. Homcwood. We
congratulate them. Ptes. Frost and Hunt respectively were the
winners of the wooden spoon.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
What was wrong with the trained men's team when they fired
against the team of Recruits on the Miniature Range ?
Is it true that the Hall is booked for Christmas for a wedding ? If
so, what does Tiny Munchey know about it ? Can Frizzey give us
any information.

"C" Company.
Owing to our regular correspondent being away there is not much to
record this month.
The Company will be having several changes shortly. Sgt. Dennis
our P.S. Instructor will shortly be leaving us and we tender a hearty
welcome to his successor, Sgt. F. Sidwell, M.M., but more of this next
month.
In the Brigade Shoot at Shoreliatn the Company did very well
beta" top of the Battalion and 5th in the Brigade. L/Cpl. Bilsy of
the team won the Brigade Medal for the best recruit and we take this
opportunity of congratulating him on his fine performance.
The Company are now busy on their winter training and we hope
to be able to swell our numbers before the New Year.
We had a visit from our Adjutant (Captain Willows), on Monday,
October 8th and we hope that he wiU be able to attend one of our
concentration parades and give one of his excellent lectures as he did
LAST

YEAR

" WEALDER."
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Mrs. Smithers.
THE WEDDING OF SMUDGER'S DAUGHTER).

" Oh yes, Mrs. Scrubbers—its a goin' to be what
they calls posh. Of course me and Mr. Smivvers
is agoin', oh yes, we're agoin'."
" Yer knows, Mrs. Smivvers" answered Mrs.
Scrubbers, at the same time taking a deep breath and
holding up her hands " I never perfumed for one
minute
"
" Presumed my dear, is the word " interjected Mrs.
Smithers.
" Oh, that's right Mrs. Smivvers, I knowd it was
summit like that—but as I was asaying, I 'ave known
Smudger Smith's girl since she was—well, I was agoin'
to say before she was born, but it aint quite right.
Anyhow, I seed 'er before 'er old man did. Oh she
was a little cat; yelled and squelped for days. And
poor Mr. Smith—'e was disappointed. Yer know, 'e
'ad them thoughts of seeing a son one day a blowin'
the General Salute, but when I whispered 'im the news,
'e went straight to the canteen and started blowing
the froth off a pot of beer. Oh, 'e was so upset."
" Oh yes, Mrs. Scrubbers, but I remembers 'er long
before that ' appened—long before, my dear, and
now to think she's grown up big enough to marry
Drummer Sticks. Of course, my dear, its purely a
love match—and so romantic. It 'appened all so
suddenly one night last December. Yer see Smudger
—'er old man—got shoved in the clink for 'avin' a row
with the camp fire alarm : they said 'e was drunk
just because they found 'im pulling the nob of the
alarm and asayin' that 'e ud tear its blinking nose orf
if it looked at 'im again like that. Yer know my dear,
I've orfen stood where that alarm now stands before
it was there and
"
" I spects Mr. Smudger didn't see any difference
that night, Mrs. Smivvers, or else
"
" Don't yer be insulting, Mrs. Scrubbers. No man
ud ever dream of pulling my nose—so there !"
" I never said no such thing, Mrs. Smivvers. But
yer've 'ad yer washin' pulled orf the line before
today."
" No man as ever pulled anything for me and if
yer want a row, Mrs. Scrubbers—and me a peaceable
lovin' woman—yer can 'ave it."
" I don't wants a row, Mrs. Smivvers, but yer can't
deny many a man—and woman—'as pulled a glass
of beer for yer."
" Well, just yer keeps my name out of it. The
romance—as I was a tellin' yer, was like this. Poor
old Smudger was in the mush and Drummer Sticks
was a blowin' the last post or it might 'ave been the
regiment's lights out. All of a sudden—yes, my dear,
all of a sudden—'e felt a soft touch and who should it
be but Smudger's daughter, Albuhera. They
christened 'er that because she was born on the 16th
May. Under 'er arm was a packet of fish and chips
for 'er old man. With them tears in 'er eyes, she
implored Drummer Sticks to take them to 'er farver
alying in the cold, cold cell of an Aldershot Guard
Room. Sticks point blank refused because there was
no pepper or salt on 'em. She put 'er arms round 'is
neck and begged 'im for the love of Sam Isaacs to
carry out 'er request. Sticks, 'owever, stood firm—'e
'ad no sympathetic feeling for the gentleman named
since the free use of the vinegar bottle 'had been
prohibited. When Albuhera said she would give
Sticks ' 'er' love they clicked, and Smudger got 'is
supper !"

As the day of the wedding drew nigh, excitement
prevailed supreme. Albuhera was busy with ' her
trousseau, which was being made from the finest four
by two flannelette, the generous gift of the company
storeman. This made Mrs. Smithers remark: "I
'ad to buy every blinking stitch in my day. There
was none of them there ' in and out' shops where yer
slipped in one door and got chucked out the next—oh
dear no."
" Of course, Mrs. Scrubbers, yer knows Albuhera'll
want a porter—I means a page, my dear—to 'old up
'er train—won't she ?"
" Not a bit of it, Mrs. Smivvers. She's argoin'
to be married in Aldershot and is agoin' to the wedding
place in a taxi cab, my dear."
"Yer does surprise me, Mrs. Scrubbers. I don't
mean what you mean—yer're so ignorant. I was
married to Mr. Smivvers in a train and
"
" Well, I was more respectable—I got married in
a church—so there" interjected Mrs. Scrubbers.
"Yes, a church, and when the clergyman looked at
Mr. Scrubbers, then at me, and says to Mr. Scrubbers
' will yer take this young lady to be
'"
" Young what, Mrs. Scrubbers ?"
" Young lady, Mrs. Smivvers, and 'e did smile as
'e said it."
" I should think so. But its Miss Albuhera's
wedding I'm atalking about—not yourn."
On the day of the wedding everyone was early astir.
Albuhera was having an anxious time as someone had
whispered Sticks was on fatigue and had been all night
trying to describe the probable features of importance
lying behind the skyline of matrimony. On the other
hand ' she ' was thinking of washing day with Sticks
doing the collecting in a big basket. It pleased her
to think she could get a new broom or mop without
having to purchase it. But, she was determined—if
anyone pinched her mop—my word! there would be
trouble with the new bride of the regiment.
At last Sticks with his bride stood in front of the
altar. Unfortunately, the wedding march could not
be played as Dodger Green—who usually attended
to the blowing of the organ—was ordered by his C.O.
to attend to the blowing of the Circular Bass on a route
march.
" Who giveth this woman away ?" queried the
parson, as he peeped over the rims of a plus four pair
of spectacles.
Mrs. Smivvers was just about to speak when Mrs.
Scrubbers poked her in the ribs and suggested it was
no time nor place to rake up the past. Anyhow,
Smudger chipped in and said " I does, and there's 'alf
a dozen more I 'as if anyone wants to take 'em orf me
'ands."
There was another commotion when It was
discovered Spud Austen, the best man, had forgotten
the ring.
Of course, Spud blamed Donkey and
Donkey blamed Spud. An unbecoming scene was
only frustrated by Nobby Clarke loaning one from the
finger of Bogey Knight, who had it given him many
years ago in the ' long bar' at Chatham by a lady
friend. Nobby was in such a hurry that he nearly
got spliced instead of Sticks.
As the bridal pair left the church everyone threw
rice and confetti. Mrs. Scrubbers (who had previously
been shopping) made an awful mess of things by letting
go a bag of flour which, fortunately, missed the bride,
but unfortunately landed slap in the face of Mrs.
Smithers. This necessitated the victim being hurried
home in a covered transport wagon along with the
meat.
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The next morning after the night before, Sticks was
on a A.F.B.252, charged with being absent from Tattoo
until Reveille.
" What have you to say " asked the C.O.
" Well Sir, well Sir," answered Sticks, " I got
married yesterday and me muvverinlaw said this
morning
"
" Give this man a sleeping out pass, Sergeant
Major " said the C.O.
" Says he doesn't want one. Sir. Says he married
Albuhera, and until he can find diggings in town to
take her to there's nothing doing. He refuses to give
his rations of bread and meat to keep his
motherinlaw."

J.E.

Regimental Gazette.
Officers.
REGULAR ARMY.

Lieut. W. G. Cass, M.B.E., resigns his commission (Oct. 17th).
COMMANDS AND STAFF.

The following appointment has been made:—
Capt. H. C. T. Stronge, D.S.O., M.C., The Buffs, to be G.S.O., 3rd
Grade, War Office (Oct. 8tli).
TERRITORIAL ARMY.

4TH BN.—Sec.Lieut. W. J. Richards resigns his commission (Sept.

10th).

The Depot.
RECRUITS.

Attested as shewn :—
Recruits A. Nash, 14928; W. E. W. Horgan, 21928 ; A. G.
Kemp, 27928; A. F. Himsworth, 22028; J. Olifent, 31028 ;
C. C. Button, 81028 ; B. Jenning, 91028 ; A. E Gray, 111028 :
J. Brookes and J. Jordan, 131028.
TRANSFERS TO ARMY RESERVE.

6281398 Pte. G. Richards (1st Battalion attached), transferred to
Army Reserve, 111028.
6281401 Pte. (L/Cpl.) W. Morbley (1st Battalion attached), trans
ferred to Army Reserve. 121028.
6281403 Pte. (L/Cpl.) G. Veitcli (1st Battalion attached), trans
ferred to Army Reserve, 141028.
6281412 Pte. F. Fittall, transferred to Army Reserve, 161028.

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

6281225 Sgt. W. Maskell, "D," promoted W.O. Class II. and
appointed C.S.M., 1 10 28.
6280806 Sgt. W. Doe, "D," promoted ColourSergeant and appointed
C.O.M.S., "H.Q." Wing, 11028.
6282209 L/Sgt. A. Gilligan, "D," promoted Sergeant, 110 28.
6283306 Cpl. A. Ranson, "D," appointed I.anceSergeant w/e from
I1028.

6283235 L/Cpl. T. Edwards, "D," promoted Corporal, 1 1028.
6282390 L/Cpl. H. Jones, "D," promoted Corporal, 11028.
6283612 Pte. B. Hanaford, "D," 6283624 Pte. E. Frew, "D,"
6283656 Pte. H. Hornsey, "D" and 6283040 Pte. E. Smith, "D,"
appointed Paid J,/Cpls. w/e from 11028.
6281230 Pte. W. Hall. "D" appointed Unpaid L/Cpl., 11028.
REENGAGEMENTS.

6232616 Pte. T. Wells, "A" (il.B.i, re engaged for one year w/e
from 121128.
6280495 Drar. II. Darmnn, "D,"' reengaged for one vear w/e from
5 1028.
6280884 Dmr. E. Fennell, "D,': rcengaged for one vear w/e from
41028.
6280648 Pte. H. Holman, "B," reengaged for one year w/e from
51228.
723479 Pte. F. Moore, "D," reengaged for four vears w/e from 18
II-28.

6282567 Pte. F. Parncll, "A," reengaged for four years w/c from
271028.

6280681 Pte. G. Rigden, "B," reengaged for four years w/e from
271028.
DISCHARGES.

The following were discharged on Termination of Engagement w/e
from 309 23 :—
6280476 L/Sgt. G. Foad, "D" (lJ), 6282525 Pte. R. Fox, "A" (R),
62822527 Pte. C. Wade, "A" (M), 6280625 C.Q.M.S. T. Foad, "D"
(D).
6280604 Dmr. C. Coleman, "D" (D), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/c from 310 28.
6282539 Pte. F. Hitch, "A" (R), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 8 1028.
'
6282560 Pte. C. Laslett, "A" (M), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 131028.
6282537 Pte. G. Pottle, "A" (M), discharged on Termination of
Engagement w/e from 41028.
6282627 Pte. M. Camburn, "B" (W), discharged under Para. 1933
w/e from 30928.
6281146 C.Q.M.S. A. Philpott, "D" (F), 6283456 Pte. G. Smart
"A" (R) and 6280707 C.S.M. B. Wisdom, "D" (D), discharged under
para. 1933 w/e from 30928.

By Appointment

POSTINGS.

6282107 Pte. W. Brookes and 6281793 Pte. H. Pye reposted to 2nd
Battalion on completion of tour of duty, 31028.
DRAFT.—The undermentioned were posted to the 2nd Battalion
on 101028:—
6283760 Pte. F. Collins, 6283761 Pte. W. Flemming, 6283762 Pte.
T. Punnett, 6283763 Pte. H. Gore, 6283766 Pte. T. O'Connor, 6283767
Pte. G. Firminger, 6283770 Pte. G. Briggs, 6283771 Pte. D. Beamont,
6283773 Pte. H. Smith, 6283776 Pte. R. Fox, 6283775 Pte. R. Taylor,
6283779 Pte. V. Simons, 6283780 Pte. E. Briggs, 6283781 Pte. W.
Ranee, 6283782 Pte. G. Milne, 6283785 Pte. H. Brigstock, 776565
Pte. P. Cordell, 6283784 Pte. T. Dowling, 6283787 Pte. L. Compton,
6283789 Pte. J. Clarke.
6281824 Sgt. A. Harvey, reposted to 2nd Battalion, 61028, s.o.s.
6282932 Pte. J. Stuart, reposted to 2nd Battalion, 121028.
6278340 Sgt. A. Burville and 6279042 Sgt. A. Smith, reposted to
2nd Battalion, 151028.
6282427 Pte. R. Alexander, 7681858 Pte. G. Wiles, 6282327 Pte. R.
Fagg and 6282989 Pte. R. Almond posted to Depot for a tour of duty
from 21028.
6282300 Cpl. G. King, posted to Depot for a tour of duty from
2nd Battalion, 61028.
MOVES.

6282972 L/Sgt. L. Chapman, proceeded to Shomcliffe to attend
Course with a view to transfer to A.E.C., 121028.
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

1668834 Cpl. W. Dolbear, appointel Paid. LanceSergeant.

to H.R.H. The Prince of Wales.

SANDON & Co.,

LTD

8 SAVILE ROW,
LONDON, W.1.

Civil, fHMlitan> ant> ITDufti bailors,
Ibuntino Goats ant) ©rcecbes.

DISCHARGE.

6281673 Pte. E. Hawkins discharged under para. 370 (viii) King's
Regulations, 11028.

The 4th Battalion.
ENLISTMENTS.

6283999 Pte. E. Bentley, "A" (H..B.), 10928: 6284000 Pte. C.
Mancini, "A" (H.B.), 10928 ; 6283998 Pte. P. Neame "A" (II. B.),
24828 ; 6284001 Pte. C. Swan, "A" (H.B.), 16928; 6284006
Pte. P. Beanland, "B" (S), 41028; 6284003 Bov W. Edwards,
"D" (D), 20928: 6284007 Pte. R. Ellenden, "A" (R), 13928;
6284905 Boy A.Everett, "D" (D), 20928 : 6284004 Boy J. Gregorv.
"D" (D), 20928; 6284002 Boy G. Simmonds, "D" (D), 6928.

TELEGRAMS

TELEPHONE

GEEGEE, PICCY, LONDON

GERRARD 2783.

Military Tailors and Outfitters
Regimental Tailors by appointment to
The Royal Scots.
The Royal Warwickshire Regiment.
The King's Regiment.
The Norfolk Regiment.
The Somerset Light Infantry.
The East Yorkshire Regiment.
The Bedford & Hertfordshire Regiment.
The Royal Scots Fusiliers.
The Royal Welch Fusiliers.
The South Wales Borderers.
The Worcestershire Regiment.

The East Surrey Regiment.
The Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry.
The Duke of Wellington's Regiment.
The Border Regiment.
The Royal Sussex Regiment.
The Hampshire Regiment.
The Dorsetshire Regiment.
The Prince of Wales' Volunteers.
The Welch Regiment.
The Essex Regiment.
The Sherwood Foresters.

The Loyal Regiment.
The Northamptonshire Regiment.
The Royal Berkshire Regiment.
The King's Shropshire Light Infantry.
The Middlesex Regiment.
The Wiltshire Regiment.
The Manchester Regiment.
The North Staffordshire Regiment.
The York & Lancaster Regiment.
The Durham Light Infantry.
The Royal Ulster Rifles.

LONDON: 4 NEW BURLINGTON STREET, REGENT STREET, W. 1
WOOLWICH: 25 THE COMMON
ALDERSHOT 29 HIGH STREET
CAMBERLEY: 68 & 68A HIGH STREET
Telephones: 2346 Regent, London; 300 Woolwich; 296 Aldershot; 359 Camberley
Telegrams: " Afflighty, London " ; " Flight, Aldershot"; "Flight, Camberley"

© Sports
Outfitting.
Fifty year's experience
of Sports Outfitting to
H.M. Forces at Home
and Abroad.
Specialists in all Requisites for RUGBY and
ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL, HOCKEY, GOLF,
SQUASH RACKETS, BOXING & ATHLETICS
Regimental and Company Club Colour Jerseys
and Shirts made to Order.
LIBERAL DISCOUNTS ON CLUB ORDERS.

Complete List Post Free.

AWAITING ORDERS

77)/iifey
yXJ OALDEF

o/ALDERSHOT

THE SENIOR STORE.
MILITARY TAILORS &
BOOTMAKERS.
HOUSE FURNISHERS.
GENERAL DRAPERS.
REMOVALS & STORAGE.

" The Sports Specialists."

23 HIGH STREET, ALDERSHOT
Telephone 92.

. One Minute from the Queen Hotel.

(Dfiits's

Youngs,

THE SOCIAL CENTRE.
flfeueic DaU\>.—
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We offer our sincere sympathy to Major
H. A. B. Ternan on the death of his mother.

Captain Rice and Lieut. D. S. Lister are
due home on leave from Nigeria.

Major R. P. S. and Mrs. Elderton have
removed to Southfield House, Whatley, near
Frome. They are about four miles from
Frome and ten from Bath.

The wedding of Captain FosterHall and
Miss Ellis on the 14th November at All Souls,
Langham Place, was a very cheery function.
As was only natural, the 2nd Battalion was
very strongly represented, a special feature
being the presence of a large contingent of
W.O.'s and N.C.O.'s. The reception was held
at the Langham Hotel.

We offer our sincere sympathy to Major
H. E. Ward on the loss of his father.
Major Field has been elected a member of
the Band of Brothers.
We have received from Captain S. Barker
a copy of the first number of " The Moths "
(Memorable Order of Tin Hats). Membership
is open to all who took part in the Great War
friend or foe.
'
The annual is published in Durban. It is
well got up and contains much interesting as
well as amusing matter.
The Ashford and Dover Branches held their
annual dinners during last month. Both
reumons were most successful, a full account
of each appearing under Branch Notes of the
Association.
Captain E. H. Allen writes from Kurriasi,
on the Gold Coast, where he is stationed for
the time being. This is the Headquarters of
the Gold Coast Rgt., West African
Frontier Force. He says : "
Sgt. Kelsey
is looking very fit and is acting as Orderly
Room Sergeant. Captain E. B. Backhouse
is stationed at Accra, in the same Colony,
and has ^ recently captained a polo team to
victory in the tournament at that station,
which is the principal one as far as polo is
concerned, winning the Lady Bagge Cup
The team was: (1) Lt. Edwards (Bedford
shire and Hertfordshire Regt.  (2) Lt D A
Symonds (The Buffs) ; (3) Lt. Hanley "(R.A.);
(4) Capt. E. B. Backhouse (The Buffs).
The score was 8—3 (in the final match)."
It is interesting to hear that Accra, which
most of us ignorant people regard as the back
of beyond, is quite a gay place, where there
are three dances a week.
Captain R. J. Tuke is to be crossposted to
the 2nd Battalion and will be " sent home
by public opportunity."
We congratulate Captain N. D. Rice on his
promotion to the rank of Major in the
J
R.W.A.F.F.

Lieut. FearnsideSpeed, who is quartered
at Zaria, hopes to be home in time for the
Dragon Club Dinner next year.
It is interesting to note that Lieut.
FearnsideSpeed's Company of the Nigerian
Regiment won the " Gong" presented by
Colonel Crookenden when with the Nigerian
Regiment, for the Company Bayonet Fighting
Competition.
Mr. C. G. W. Robson has been sent for
a few months, on business, to Australia and
hopes to arrive in time to see the last Test
Match.
Cheery news has reached us from Mr. F. G.
Crozier from Port Soudan : " A fairly decent
trip, but a following wind in the Red Sea.
However, the ship is so slow that it catches it
up and passes it, so the effect is the same."
Mr. K. M. C. Mallam was selected as one
of the 32 competitors for the Squash Racquets
Army Championship, but .was beaten by
Captain Green (Northamptonshire Regt.) in
the first round, after five games.
Mr. Connolly and Mr. Craig have been
elected members of the Naval and Military Club.
One who knows something of Rugby
Football recently saw the 2nd Battalion
playing at Aldershot and remarked that they
had the makings of a really good side. In
a recent match in the Army Rugby Union
Competition our team won by four penalty
goals to two ! The place kicking of Mr. Noel
Reeves was a feature of this match; we
congratulate him on being chosen to play for
the Army Trial XV.
We are asked to say that the Dress
Regulations for Officers of the Buffs are now
printed.
They will be sent by O.C. Depot to officers
on being posted and may also be obtained, price
6d., from the Mess President, 1st, 2nd and 4th
Battalions.
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Lieuts. Airy and Lynden Bell have passed
in subjects (a) and (b) for promotion to
Captain.
We hear from C.S.M. W. G. Stewart that
he is now performing the duties of R.Q.M.S.
to the Nigeria Regiment at Kadnna.
We regret to hear of the death of No. 4494
E. F. Etherington which occurred at
Chichester on November 11th. Etherington
was with the 5th M.I. Company in the South
African War.
The Royal Sussex Regiment very kindly
furnished a bearer party at the funeral on the
15th, Mr. E. F. Noble representing The Buffs.
Mr. F. Cowell, Assistant Area Repre
sentative ,Ashford .represented The Association
at the funeral of the late Pte. W. E. Cackett
and placed a wreath on the grave.
We publish on another page particulars
regarding Rhodesian Tobaccos. These tobaccos
and cigarettes are now obtainable from the
N.A.A.F.I.
We personally can vouch for the cigarettes,
as when in South Africa we found we could
 smoke any number without any ill effects.
Again Christmas, and again my best of
good wishes to the Officers, Past and Present,
and to the men of all ranks in the dear old
Regiment, The Buffs. May they all have a
very happy, merry Christmas, and everything
that makes life ^orth having in 1929.
From Mrs. J. B. Backhouse,
Upper Deal, Kent.

Births, Marriages and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

Bromley.—6278771 Sgt. A. Bromley, M.G.,
a daughter, Eileen Elsie, born at Canter
bury, 23/10/28.
Tar box.—6281702 L/Cpl. J. Tarbox, M.G.,
a daughter, Josephine Mary, born at
Aldershot, 12/10/28.

MARRIAGES.
Barton—Evans.—Mr. F. Barton (late Sgt.,
1st Battalion) married at Hastings, Sussex,
18/10/28, to Mabel Alice Evans.
Burford—Brown.—6282740 Pte. T. Burford,
H.Q., married at Faversham, 6/10/28, to
Rose Charlotte Brown.

Hall—Ellis.—On November 14th, 1928, at
All Souls, Langham Place, by the Rev.
Arthur Buxton, Captain Eric Foster Hall,
M.C., The Buffs, son of Mr. and Mrs. John
Foster Hall, to Margaret, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Somers Ellis.
Scarlett—Macbean .—At Holy Trinity Church,
Brompton, Lieut.Colonel the Hon. Gerald
Scarlett, The Buffs, and Margaret
Macdonald, widow of Colonel William
Alleyne Macbean, late Royal Artillery.

DEATH.

Cackett.—3381 Pte. W. E. Cackett, late of
The Buffs, died at Westwell on 30/10/28
from heart failure.

Memorials.
During recent investigations in the Garrison Church
at Canterbury it was found that a memorial to Private
Poile had become obscured owing to the erection of
a new organ. The memorial has now been moved to
a more conspicuous position and mounted on black
stone. The wording on the memorial is as follows :—
" To the memory of Pte. Charles Poile, D.C.M.
"G" Coy., 1st Bn., The Buffs.
Died at Dover, 11th April, 1906.
Erected by his Comrades in Affectionate Memory.
R.I.P."

Saint Augustine's Cross.

D

REAMING by the lonely hillside,
Mistenwrapped, but faintly seen ;
Dreaming at this Christmastide
Of the Ages that have been,
Since Augustine landed here
With his message of good cheer :
*' Peace on Earth, and Mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled."
From the heave that marks the hillcrest
Swirling mistwraiths pass me by,
Fancy would these wraiths invest
With a human shape, till I
0
Seem to see the Ages pass
Paying homage to the Cross.
Romans stern, in armour cased,

March beside their ancient foe ;
Saxon, Norseman, Norman, passed
With the men to whom we owe
Right to worship as we please
Christ newborn, the Prince of Peace.
Faint against the fitful moonlight
Shows the Cross that marks the spot,
Where in worship they unite
Differences of creed forgot;

There the Saint in monkish dress
Stands with outstretched hands to bless.
Ours the faith that binds the Ages,
Makes us one with this array ;
All our fear and doubt assuages—

" Christ the Lord is born today."
Clear upon the night air ringing,
Bells this message to us bringing ;
" Peace on Earth, and Mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled."
E.C.F.
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D I A R Y
OF

ROBERT

BLAKE.

BORN 23 NOVEMBER, 1795.
DIED 15 OCTOBER, 1886.
(AGED 91).
PENINSULA CAMPAIGN.
circuitous route towards our destination.
July, 1813. After a tedious voyage, often
Our way thus pointed out was by moun
becalmed, across the Bay of Biscay, we
tainous paths and we were obliged to bivouac
anchored off the N. coast of Spain near the
harbour of Santander and the town of Bilbao
at night.
August 30th. Lord Wellington and his
where we landed the horses, etc. Then passing
staff passed by, and asked who we were.
very near to St. Sebastian while under close
I saw him thus for
siege—our battery
the first time, by
guns
thundering
flashes of lightning,
and shot striking
in heavy rain, en
the breach—within
veloped in his large
our sight weentered
cloak and cocked
the harbour of
liat covered with oil
" Passages "
be
silk—as represent
tween high roeks
ed in the pictures.
and landed next
He was ridi ng
day.
through these
August
28th.
mountain
paths,
Here the officers
attended by native
purchased horses,
guides,visiting such
mules and donkeys
Divisions as he
carry
their
to
expected would be
baggage. Our de
again attacked on
tachments
were
the following day,
ordered to march
issuing his orders,
up the country—
and directing their
through
Lesaca,
positions. The
Lord Wellington's
attack, however,
headquarters—but
was not repeated.
Soult on that day
Passing the river
made a powerful
Bidassoa after a
assault upon the
fatiguing march of
army covering the
several days, some
siege of St. Sebas
times housed, some
tian, and in out
times bivouacking
march we were
at night, we suc
suddenly and unex
ceeded in joining the
pectedly attacked
1st Bat. of the Buffs
by the French
encamped in the
concealed behind
mountains near the
some orchard walls.
Pass of St. Jean
We returned their
Pied de Porte, W.
fire
and
main
Pyrenees. T h i s
tained our ground
regiment, 1,000
though several of
strong, and in the
our
men
were
highest order, was
wounded and an
R O R F R T BLAKE.
under the com
officer of the 43rd
mand of Col. Bunbury — in Sir John
dangerously so.
Uncertain what we ought
Byng's brigade, 2nd Division.
Here we
to do, we were at length relieved by an
learnt that St. Sebastian was taken by storm
officer ol" Lord Wellington's staff who directed
us to retire (as our road to Lesaca was in
on 31st August, and we could hear the heavy
siegeguns before Pampeluna 30 miles distant.
possession of the enemy) and take a more
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We remained encamped in the mountains
amidst magnificent scenery, strongly fortifying
our position by building redoubts, block
houses, etc., till the snow fell so deep as to
choke the roads by which the enemy could
approach in that direction. Then, leaving
a sufficient number of men to watch such
movements, the brigade was moved into a
Camp in the plains below—Ronces Valles—
a beautiful parklike scene.
Here we occasionally saw Lord Wellington
and many general and other officers following
a pack of hounds in full cry, their hunting
bugles sounding through the woods around.
October. St. Sebastian being taken, and
Pampeluna having surrendered to the Spanish
army, the weather clearing up, and the floods
subsiding, Lord W. put the whole army in
movement towards the Frontier of France.
Before quitting our encampment at Ronces
Valles, I learnt that in the London Gazette
of September 28th I had been appointed to
a Lieutenancy in the Buffs, but the same
news brought me the sad intelligence of my
father's death on September 27th, 1813. At
the request of Captain Cameron (in command
of the Buffs) I was appointed to it, for it was
at that time considered a distinction and
much sought for. At that period the light
Companies of every regiment in the Brigade
were formed into one Company of which
Captain Cameron had the sole command.
November 10th. After a long and tedious
night march (though by the light of
a full moon), we found ourselves early in the
morning of the 10th November within sight
of the heights of Ainhoue, beyond the small
river Nivelle. It appeared to be a very strong
position, on a long range of high hills, which
Marshal Soult had long been fortifying with
great care and labour—and reported to be
equal in strength to the great lines of Torres
Vedras by which Wellington had so ably
protected Portugal. Yet the " Heights of
Ainhoue " formidable as they looked—were
boldly attacked and carried on our part of the
line after a short but sharp contest before
noontime, whole regiments surrendering in
the Forts of which we took possession, turning
the guns upon the retreating enemy. To our
left the battle raged loud and long but the
whole position was taken in the course of the
day. We slept that night in a range of
comfortable wellbuilt huts in the construction
of which the French Army and Peasantry had
been long employed as for a winter occupation
by the troops.
November 11th. We moved on towards
the River Nive the French retiring over the
Bridge at Cambo, but retaining the village,

covered by a strong tete de pont. The enemy
a few days after retired across the river Nive,
and blew up the bridge. The stream was too
much swollenjgj for us]§jjto follow them—
operations were suspended, and Sir John
Byng's Brigade occupied the village of Cambo,
and other villages in the neighbourhood. The
light Company of the Buffs were quartered in
comfortable Farm houses and we passed
a month there making pleasant excursions
and shooting partridges, quails and curlews.
The inhabitants all spoke the Basque language.
The weather becoming milder—the floods
subsiding—so as to allow of our fording the
River Nive, General Sir John Byng's Brigade
were ordered to cross just above the bridge
at Cambo. We expected to meet with much
opposition—but a battery of fieldguns, and
a regiment of Infantry (34th) placed on rising
ground above, kept up a rapid fire over our
heads upon our opponents on the opposite
bank, and the Buffs, wading up to their chests,
with the stream running strong, succeeded in
crossing the river—with the loss of a few men
by the fire of the enemy, and a young officer
and a private or two carried away by the
current which they were too feeble to stem.
Before we could form on the opposite bank
the French fled, dispersing over the country.
The bridge at Cambo was soon sufficiently
repaired by our engineers to enable the
cavalry, artillery and other troops to pass
over—and skirmishing for many miles we
closely followed up the retreating enemy in
the direction of Bayonne.
December 12th. The Adour on our right—
Soult, with the principal part of the army
retired into his fortified camp outside the
fortress of Bayonne.
The light Company of the Buffs, 34th, ,
57th and 66th Regiments under the command
of our Captain Cameron, occupied the village
of Vieux Moguerre, an advanced post, having
the River Adour, at a short distance on our
right, and overlooking the city of Bayonne,
a few miles on our front.
December 13th. Taking the outlying picket
duty at night the Light Companies, in their
advanced position found themselves attacked
somewhat before daybreak by a strong body
of skirmishers who passed on rapidly; but
being soon supported by the whole Regiment
of the Buffs we were able for some time to hold
our ground. A sharp fire was continued on
both sides. At length the enemy, whose
approach was concealed behind some thick
coppices, advanced in great force, driving
before them not only the Light Companies
skirmishing in front, but to our surprise the
whole Regiment of the Buffs, whom we saw
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ground badly wounded in both legs above the
retiring. This was under the order of Colonel
knee, either by grapeshot, or part of a shell.
Bunbury who seemed to consider this sudden
A young officer, Lieut. I/Estrange of the 31st
and brisk attack could not be successfully
soon ran to my assistance, and I was carried
resisted by the small force under his command.
a short distance to the rear. There under
He therefore directed a movement to the rear,
shelter of a hovel or woodman's hut, some
which became a retreat through the village of
other wounded and French prisoners were
Vieux Moguerre to some high ground beyond.
collected. A blanket was procured in which
Sir John Byng who was actively engaged at
to convey me towards Vieux Moguerre about
a short distance 011 our left, observing the
two miles off. The blanket being old, soon
Buffs retiring from the very important post
broke, and I rode on a soldier's back, another
in which he had placed them, sent immediate
soldier carrying my left leg, much broken, and
orders for them to face about and endeavour
lacerated, by my side.
to retake it. Although
Lord Wellington, having
followed closely by the
early in the morning,
enemy with some caval
received intelligence from
ry and horseartillery,
Sir Rowland Hill of the
as well as Infantry, the
strong
attack
made
lightcompanies, in good
upon his, the right wing
order covered the retreat
of the army, and re
keeping up by sections,
questing reinforcements,
a rapid and close fire
came from St. Jean de
upon our pursuers with
Luz, 20 miles off to
whom
we
were in
learn the result. Sur
frequent personal com
rounded by a large staff,
bat. The moment the
he gallopped up close
order was given to face
by ni}7 party ; and see
about, a loud cheer was
ing me severely wounded
given by our men. In
with seven or eight men
a compact body they
about
me, supposed
rushed upon the enemy,
perhaps, that I was an
much
scattered
and
officer of high rank, for
disordered by their hasty
he sent an aidedecamp
advance, drove them
to enquire who it was.
back through the village
Upon being informed,
and regained their lost
he remarked that my
ground. Colonel Cameron
wounds seemed to require
with his light Com
immediate
attention,
panies taking two field
and desired his aidede
pieces, besides a Lieut.
camp to return to the
Col. and many private
village and send a
soldiers, prisoners.
surgeon to a farmhouse
The French thus
close by, to which he
driven back kept up a
recommended that I
constant fire
of mus
should be taken.
He
ketry, grapeshot and
then passed on. As
shells, but made no
however a shell came
further vigorous attempt
L T .  C O L . C H A R LES CAMERON.
over our heads and burst
to dislodge the Buffs
near the Farm, 1 ventured to disobey the
from their position. The light Companies
order and went on to the village of Vieux
pushed on as before into the woods and
Moguerre to a house in which I had slept the
coppices in front and continued skirmishing
night before and liked the inmates. Near the
during the rest of the day. While repassing
village I had the satisfaction of meeting the
through the village of Vieux Moguerre where
assistant surgeon of my regiment coming out
we had suffered great losses, Col. Cameron
to meet me by Lord Wellington's Orders. The
directed me to take the command of a Company
chief surgeon too of the Buffs, Dr. Shekelton,
of the 57th attached to the light Companies,
quickly
came
to
my assistance, and
all the officers of which had been wounded.
made all necessary preparation for amputation.
About 4 o'clock in the afternoon, while doing
Although I had been actively engaged 'since
duty with this company, and exposed to
daybreak, with little or no food all day, and
a severe fire
of artillery, I fell to the
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in spite of much loss of blood, I had still
strength and good spirits to bear up through
the operations with cheerfulness and without
flinching.
Dr. Shekelton paid me the
compliment of saying " It was like operating
on a dead body !"
The extensive wound in my right leg being
also dressed, I took some refreshment, was put
to bed, and notwithstanding the painful
pressure of the tourniquet, etc., I slept through
the night as soundly as usual. My appearance
next day, I was told, gave no indication of
what had occurred. The chamber I was in
had a good bed, but no glass windows—
shutters only, so that light could only be
admitted when they were open, and the
weather about Xmas time became very cold,
and snow fell deep. My general health how
ever never failed ; the spirits of youth (age
18) kept me boyant, and my medical
attendants were indefatigable. The officers
of my own and other Regiments were most
kind and attentive in their visits to me,
bringing partridges and other game which
they had shot. Sir Rowland Hill and Sir John
Byng called upon me and sent English roast
beef in tin cases, then a novelty. I thus
recovered strength gradually, and my wounds
began to heal as quickly as could be expected
considering their nature and extent. I could
scarcely change my position in the least, and
lying on my back was extremely wearisome
and painful.
February, 1814.
Meanwhile, military
operations which had been suspended since
the 13th December in our part of the army,
recommenced. Preparations were being made
for crossing the Adour, both above and below
Bayonne, leaving Sir John Hope with
a sufficient force to carry on the siege, and
prevent an escape of the garrison. As soon as
orders were received by Sir John Byng's
Brigade to move, it became necessary to send
me to St. Jean de Luz (all other cases, not so
bad as mine, having been despatched long
before). A bearer, or litter, with a hood was
prepared, to be carried by four men (3 reliefs
or 12 men) and I was allowed to select any
friend, i.e. any brother officer, to command
the party and accompany me in the journey
of four days, over a very rugged part of the
country. I was also permitted to retain the
service of two of the soldiers during my stay
at St. Jean de Luz. Upon arrival in that
town I had comfortable quarters assigned to
me, and was visited by staffsurgeon Titus
Berry (brother of Sir Edward Berry) whom
I knew as a relative of my old master, Dr.
Forster. When further recovered I was able
to dine with Mr. and Mrs. Berry at their house
on the Esplanade overlooking the sea.

I had besides, the society of numerous
other wounded officers—convalescent like
myself. Captain Browne of the 48th Regt.,
a Norwich man, hearing that I was at St. Jean
de Luz came from the Camp before Bayonne
to visit me. He was of service in obtaining
cash for me on a Bill for a year's pay granted
me as a gratuity, under an especial order on
the military chest by Lord Wellington, but
under whose influence or recommendation
I could not learn. ' Probably it was that of
Sir Rowland Hill or Sir John Byng, or from
his own recollection of me as he saw me carried
off the field so badly wounded.
April. Although unable to walk, I had
recovered health and strength enough to bear
being carried in fine weather to the beach,
where the seabreezes served to invigorate
me. Towards the end of April I applied for
an order to be sent to England. As the
weather was very stormy no transport sailed
till the middle of May. I then was allotted
berths for myself and servants, together with
a brother officer of the Buffs, Captain Marlay,
who was badly wounded. We had a rough
passage across the Bay of Biscay but arrived
safe in Plymouth Harbour towards the end
of May. In our entrance we met several
shiploads of French prisoners who had been
released from confinement and were returning
home, peace being proclaimed. With Captain
Marlay I travelled in postchaises to Exeter
and Salisbury visiting the cathedrals, each of
us being carried in sedanchairs. My brother.
Thomas came to meet me at Salisbury and we
proceeded to London, where I made my
quarters at the " Old Slaughter's" Coffee
House, St. Martin's Lane, much frequented
by military men. I was required to present
myself before the military medical board,
and obtained such certificates respecting my
wounds as entitled me to a year's pay for each
leg, and a pension for the loss of my left leg,
which was made that of a Captain in
consideration of my being in command of
a company when wounded. About the end
of June I returned to Norwich to join my
brothers and sisters, who were still occupying
our old residence in Queen Street.
Army Officers1 University Courses.
An Army Order states that officers holding
permanent commissions in the Regular Army may
apply through the usual channels to the War Office
for leave to be seconded in order to take a full course
of study at a University either in the Empire or
in an Allied country. Officers must be prepared to
give a guarantee that they will continue to serve for
at least three years after the completion of the course.
They will also be required to read for an honours
degree. Officers are at liberty to choose their own
course of study, but are advised to consult the
University authorities on this head.
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Records of Other Regiments.
No. XLIV.

THE KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS.
BATTLE HONOURS.

Borne on the Appointments, etc.:—" Louisburg,"
" Quebec, 1759," " Martinique,1762," " Havannah,"
" North America, 17634," " Rolica," " Vimiera,"
" Martinique, 1809," " Talavera," " Busaco,"
" Fuentes
D'Onor,"
" Albuhera,"
" Ciudad
Rodrigo," " Badajoz," " Salamanca," " Vittoria,"
" Pyrenees," " Nivelle," " Nive," " Orthes,"
" Toulouse," " Peninsula," " Mooltan," " Coojerat,"
" Punjaub," " South Africa, 185123," " Delhi,
1857," " Taku Forts," " Pekin, 1860," " South
Africa, 1879," " Ahmad Khel," " Khandahar,
1880," " Afghanistan, 187980," " Tel el Kebir,"
" Egypt, 1882, 1884," " Chitral," " Defence of
Ladysmith," " Relief of Ladysmith," " South
Africa, 18991902," " Mons," *' Marne, 1914,"
" Ypres, 19141517," " Somme, 191618," " Arras,
1917—18," " Messines, 1917," " Epehy," " Selle,"
" Canal du Nord," " Sambre."
Christmas Day, 1755, is regarded as the birthday of
the King's Royal Rifle Corps. The regiment was
raised as the 62nd Royal Americans, being renumbered
the 60th soon afterwards. Most of the original
members of the regiment were foreigners—men from
Switzerland or Germany who had settled in British
North America, who volunteered to defend their
adopted country from the French and their redskin
allies. The new regiment was soon 4,000 strong,
organized in four battalions.
J ames Wolfe, in a letter to his father, dated Sunday,
the 21st of March, 1756, writes; " There are fifteen or
sixteen Swiss officers, with thirty sergeants, quartered
at Dover, ready to embark for America. They have
people employed in Switzerland and Germany to
recruit, and I believe they have been pretty successful."
This was, in all probability, Wolfe's first meeting with
the Royal American Regiment, a corps which was
destined to be closely associated with him in his brief
but glorious career as a General. The 2nd and 3rd
Battalions were with Wolfe at the taking of Louisberg,
that powerful French stronghold which was known as
" the Gibraltar of North America" ; the same
battalions distinguished themselves so much at the
action of Montmorency Falls, on July 31st, 1759, that
General Wolfe conferred upon them the proud motto
" Celer et Audax " (" Swift and Bold ") which has been
cherished by the regiment ever since. The Light
Company of the 2nd Battalion 60th Regiment were

the first to scale the heights of Quebec, and when Wolfe
was mortally wounded in the great battle on the Plains
of Abraham, by which the fate of Canada was decided,
two officers of the 60th were the first to go to his
assistance.
Throughout the wars with the French and the Red
Indians, the Royal American Regiment, " combining
the qualities of the scout with the discipline of the
trained soldier," distinguished themselves. They were
trained in accordance with the ideal of selfreliance
which (in modern times) BadenPowell sets before his
Scouts. The men of the 60th were " handymen,"
taught to fell trees, construct log huts or canoes, hunt
their own meat as well as cook it, and do
all the innumerable odd jobs which fall to the lot of
pioneers and frontiersmen.
In December, 1797, a 5th Battalion was formed at
Cowes, Isle of Wight. The four original battalions
had always worn scarlet, with blue facings; but this
new "Jaeger" battalion, formed from disbanded
German units, wore green with red facings, and carried
rifles instead of the old " Brown Bes " musket. During
the Peninsular War the 60th, often split up
into companies and detachments, fought in almost
every engagement of note. By 1813 the regiment
numbered eight battalions, but at the end of the
Napoleonic Wars it was reduced to two—the 1st or
" Rifle " Battalion and the 2nd or " Light Infantry "
Battalion. In 1824 the 2nd also became a Rifle
Battalion and the title of Royal Americans was dropped
in favour of " The Duke of York's Own Rifle Corps."
In 1830, by order of King William IV., the present title
of The King's Royal Rifle Corps was adopted.
The 1st Battalion, stationed at Meerut, was
parading for Divine Service when the Indian Mutiny
broke out, on Sunday evening, May 10th, 1857. Being
ordered to the native lines, the battalion came upon
the horribly mutilated body of an English lady, and
as they passed, the men raised their rifles in the air
and swore to take ample vengeance for the outrage.
How the 60th lived up to their oath may be judged
from the fact that their Colonel became known as
" Jones the Avenger." When the Sepoys of the
Sirmoor Battalion, afterwards known as the 2nd (King
Edward's Own) Gurkha Rifles were asked what reward
they would like for their gallant and distinguished
conduct at the siege of Delhi, they asked for one thing
only—that they might be allowed to wear red facings,
like the 60th, for whom they had a great admiration.
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La FerteSousJouarre.

A

4TH NOVEMBER, 1928.

LTHOUGH very good accounts of the unveiling
of the memorial at La Ferte has appeared in aU
papers, I am sure a short accpunt of the ceremony and
visit to Paris of the representatives of units would be
needed for publication in The Dragon.
I had the honour .to represent the 1st Battalion on
this occasion and proceeded to Wellington Barracks
in London on the 2nd November, there to meet all
the other representatives of units which served in
France during August, September and October, 1914.
We were made very comfortable by the 3rd Battalion
Coldstream Guards and everyone got to know each
other, which was not very difficult, for the comrade
ship which existed in the army in 1914 was
predominent throughout the whole trip; we were
like one large family. Several of us took the
opportunity of visiting a show in London that night.
On the 3rd November we left London at 9 a.m. and
after a very pleasant crossing and train journey we
arrived in Paris at about 6 p.m. It may interest those
who have not visited France since the war to
know that the train drivers still pull up at every signal
to light their cigarettes or pipes ; also that we did not
travel as " 40 Hommes." We were met in Paris by
the Military Attache and an agent of Messrs. Cooks,
who conducted us to charabancs. We then proceeded
to the French barracks at Caserne de Reuilly.
Record8 of Other Regiments—continued.
During the South African War, the 1st and 2nd
Battalions served all through the Defence of Lady
smith, while the 3rd Battalion was with the relieving
force which came to their rescue. Only two other
corps (The Devons and The Rifle Brigade) have Battle
Honours for both the Defence and the Relief of Lady
smith. All four Regular Battalions and one of the
Militia Battalions of the Regiment served in the Boer
War. In addition, the 25th Mounted Infantry
Battalion was composed entirely of King's Royal Rifle
men, and the 1st Cadet Battalion K.R.R.C. sent so
many gallant London lads to South Africa that it was
granted the Battle Honour " South Africa, 190002,"
being the only Cadet Battalion which bears a Battle
Honour in its own right.
During the Great War the
16th (Service) Battalion of The King's Royal Rifle
Corps was formed, and reinforced, from members of
The Church Lads' Brigade, and in consequence all the
92 Cadet Battalions of The Church Lads' Brigade are
now affiliated to The King's Royal Rifle Corps.
The 1st and 2nd Battalions landed in France in
August, 1914, remaining there throughout the War.
The 3rd and 4th Regular Battalions (disbanded 1922)
were in India when war commenced. After a year in
France they went to Salonica with the 80th (" Stone
wall ") Brigade, 28th Division. The 60th were also
represented in the Italian theatre of war, when they
had twentysix battalions. Before the Great War the
K.R.R.C. had more Battle Honours (thirtynine) than
any other regiment in the British Army. Despite the
fact that fiftyone more Honours were earned between
1914 and 1918, they have now had to jueld pride of
place in this respect to certain other regiments.
Twenty Victoria Crosses have been granted to members
of the Sixtieth, a record which only two other infantry
regiments can surpass.
Nicknames applied to the regiment are " The
Taggers" (a corruption of " Jager") the German
term for riflemen) and " The Ruddy Sweeps," from
their dark uniforms and red facings.
R. MAURICE HILL.

The French soldiers had made the place very com
fortable for us, all beds made down and very clean
rooms. The barrack rooms are divided up into six
separate compartments by wooden partitions about ten
feet high, each compartment holding ten beds ; very
pleasant during warm weather, but I should imagine
it to be very cold in the winter as only one small stove
is allowed for the whole room. Whilst on the subject
of these barracks I should like to mention that although
the room was very good the other arrangements were
of a very antiquated kind. The washhouse consisted
of a series of small taps about seven feet high and
a small trough about one foot off the ground, no bowls
being provided. One had to wash under a trickle
of water and what did not reach your hands or face
went on your clothing and boots.
After a wash and clean up we then went by bus to
a restaurant in Paris for dinner. It took several of
the members of the party a long while to get used to
the garlic and were afterwards accused of smelling like
Armenians. After dinner, nearly the whole party
proceeded to the Foh'es Bergere, where the Military
Attache had kindly reserved 100 seats. I had better
pass lightly over this revue; the singing was very
good, the dancing better still and the tableaux
excellent, in fact it left us all blushing. The prices
for this show compare favourably with English prices,
the seats we occupied being 75 francs (about 12/6),
that being a small box in the front of the circle.
During the long interval a cabaret show is put on in
the Hall and one has to pay about 1/4 for a small beer.
Several amusing events occurred with the party whilst
there, but in case the wrong persons read these notes
I had better not mention them.
After the show we were introduced to the finest
nerve test known, that of riding in a taxi in Paris, for
after tearing round corners and cutting in between
other vehicles and giving the occupants a good shaking
up you get the final nerve test, that of paying the
exorbitant price charged by the drivers in Paris. It
cost six of us 134 francs (about 22/4) for about
a twenty minute drive. Of course we all understood
that it is double fares after 12 o'clock.
On the morning of the 4th November we were called
by the French guard at 5 a.m. and embussed at 6 a.m.,
proceeding to a restaurant for breakfast and then on
to La FertesousJouarre, arriving there about 10.15
a.m. At 10.45 a.m. the Guard of Honour formed up
ready for inspection. Soon after 11 a.m. Marshal
Foch arrived, the Guard giving him a salute and the
French Guard also. Shortly afterwards drums were
heard coming from the centre of the town. This
proved to be the procession of the town's ^ exservice
men who were attending the ceremony. With all due
respects, it sounded like a tribe of natives headed by
their tomtoms. At 11.30 a.m. FM. Sir George Milne,
G.C.B., G.C.M.G., D.S.O., Chief of the Imperial General
Staff, arrived, accompanied by the Mayor of the town
and the Prefect of the Seine and Marne. The Guard
of Honour was inspected by Marshal Foch and Sir G.
Milne.
The ceremony of unveiling the memorial commenced
shortly after 11.30 a.m., Lt.General Sir William
Pulteney, K.C.B., K.C.V.O., performing the unveiling
ceremony. It may interest all readers to know that
Lt.Gen. Sir W. Pulteney commanded the 1st Corps
during those first three months of the war, and was
responsible for the brilliant action at La Ferte which
allowed theBritish leftflankto cross the Marne. Hegave
an address, afterwards delivering it in French. Special
mention was made in that address about the wonderful
work done by the R.E.'s at that place, that of putting
a floating bridge across the Marne under heavy fire.

THE DRAGON
No doubt older members of the Regiment who were
with the 1st Battalion at that time will remember the
bridge mentioned. A special memorial has been
erected to commemorate that event and a very good
aerial photograph appears in the Daily Sketch of 6th
November shewing the position.
The Mayor of La Ferte then gave an address. No
doubt it must have been a very stirring one, for the
civil population at times broke into applause. His
address lasted about three quarters of an hour. He
was followed by the Prefect of the Seine and Marne,
who gave an address lasting about fifteen minutes.
Following the dedication and Prayers by the Rev.
Canon J. G. W. Tuckey, C.B.E., M.A., K.H.C., the
school children of the town gathered at the foot of the
memorial and sang three hymns, which were rendered
perfectly. After the hymns the Last Post was sounded
by Buglers of the Rifle Brigade. Then the Pipers of
the Black Watch played a Lament which sounded very
well. They marched in slow time around the memorial
and as they went round the back the pipes sounded
as if in the distance. This was followed by a minute's
silence, then the Reveille by trumpeters of various
units.
The ceremony of laying of wreaths then commenced
by _ Sir G. Milne, placing one in position for Their
Majesties The King and Queen. Other wreaths were
placed in position from the Dominions/French Army,
British Army and others too numerous to mention.
It was concluded by a French civilian band playing the
British National Anthem and our Band playing the
French National Anthem.
The ceremony, which was of a very impressive
nature, lasted about 2J hours. After the parade was
dismissed the Band of the Grenadier Guards played
a programme and we then took the opportunity of
inspecting the memorial.
The memorial has been fully described in all papers
and I may mention it is a very beautiful one.
On inspecting the Panels giving the names of the
3,888 officers and other ranks who were killed during
the first three months of the war and who have no
known grave, I found the following names of men of
The Buffs : .
Ptes. Hampton, Martin and Smith.
No regimental numbers or initials are given.
Perhaps some of the 1st Battalion at that time who
have longer memories than I, may be able to give
through The Dragon some details connected with the
foregoing men. I believe Pte. Hampton was the
Bandmaster's batman, and Pte. Smith the " Ducker "
Smith of Bayonet Fencing fame. Pte. Martin
I cannot remember.
After inspecting the R.E. memorial we all einbussed
and proceeded to Meaux for lunch, the town being
decorated up for the occasion. After lunch we
returned to Paris, arriving there about 7 p.m. and after
a clean up were taken around Paris by bus and then
to dinner. We were then allowed to experience the
night life of Paris, of course the greatest difficulty being
in getting back to barracks, for no matter how much
we tries, no one could pronounce the name of the place.
Even if we did manage to get someone to understand
we never knew what his directions were.
We all returned to England on the 5th November,
after having spent a very enjoyable weekend, and
Victoria Station was ringing with promises to write
to one another.

383

Before I conclude there are two facts I wish to
mention. One is that La FertesousJouarre was the
town where the 1st Battalion Drums were left for safe
custody on or about the 12th September, 1914 ; and
the other that the Guard of Honour consisted of 116
officers, other ranks and nurses, and I have never yet
seen such a display of medals on parade before. There
were very few with less than five and all served
in France at the time stated,
J. R. MACWALTER, C.S.M.
2nd Bn. The Buffs.

Memorial to the
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Old Contemptibles."

3,888 Men whose graves are unknown.
MEMORIAL to the real " Old Contemptibles "—
those men of the Expeditionary Force who fell
in France during August, September and the early part
of October, 1914—which will bear a record of the names
of the officers and men whose graves are unknown,
is to be unveiled at La FertesousJouarre on Sunday,
November 4th, by Lieut.General Sir William Pulteney,
K.C.B., K.C.V.O. There are no fewer than 3,888 of
these men whose graves are unknown.
The memorial has been erected by the Imperial
War Graves Commission on the banks of the Marne.
Part of the ground on which it' stands has been given
by M. Adrian Fizeau, a former Mayor of La Ferte
sousJouarre, and the remainder by the municipality
of that town.
To mark the event, the War Office has decided to
Send a guard of honour consisting of one man from each
of the units who took part in the fighting and who are
still serving members of the forces. These, numbering
160, will leave tomorrow under the commands of Col.
C. P. Heywood, D.S.O., of the Coldstream Guards.
To this party of " Old Contemptibles " (wires " The
Star" correspondent) Aldershot will contribute
representatives of 32 combatant units, and a woman,
Sister Miss M. H. Smyth, of Queen Alexandra's Nursing
Service, Sister Miss E. W. Croft, of the same unit, will
also be there.
For the Buffs the Memorial holds more than
ordinary interest, for it was on the site upon which the
Memorial is raised that the 1st Battalion parked its
drums in September, 1914, before it went into action
on the Aisne. Those drums it did not regain until
the following year.

Each regiment is to be represented by one member
only, although as the 2nd Battalion of the Buffs at
Aldershot have four noncommissioned officers of the
1st Battalion on its muster roll, it might well have
been allowed to send two.
But for the seniority law which governs army
affairs, the Buffs' representative would have been
Sergeant Barrell, whose record, possibly, is unique.
From the beginning to the end of the war he was
in the front line with his battalion, went up with it to
Cologne and afterwards to Constantinople and Asia
Minor. In all those years he was never wounded and
never " sick or sorry " a single day.
Now, hale and hearty, he lacks only one year of his
21 years' service.
The representative of the Buffs is Company
SergeantMajor J. MacWalter, who has not seen La
FertesousJouarre since that day 13 years ago, when
the battalion drums were dumped there. He was not
so lucky as his comrade, for he was wounded, first in
October, 1914, twice during 1915 and the fourth time
when the German advance began on March 25th, 1918.
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Past and Present Association, The Buffs.
NEW MEMBERS.

During the period 18/10/28 to 18/11/28 the following
new members have been enrolled :—
Life Members.—W. Shilling, E. A. Brackenbury,
R. B. Carter, R. N. Bean, E. W. Sole, W. Jeffreys,
A. A. Bodiam, C. Shipp, E. J. F. Garnett Man, H. R.
Bridge, H. S. Couchman, J. Burt, J. C. Hodge, J. P.
Geering, O. Parks, A. H. Tylden Pattenson, J. Munn
Mace, W. Richards, E. S. Parsons, K. C. Brigden.
ORDINARY MEMBERS.

C. F. Bridgland, S. Bareham, R. W. Batchelor,
A. L. S. Court, H. E. Dives, A. H. Foster, R. W.
Fenner, W. T. Fever, G. R. Foster, A. E. Foster, D.
Hambrook, O. G. Hartridge, S. G. Hook, W. Joyncock,
Mackaygow, R. H. J. Russell, J. Ravenhill, S. W.
Roper, E. W. Spice, R. Stafford, A. G. Wood, A. G. G.
Wakelin, G. T. Rogers, — Beehan, G. Golder, — Pap
worth, W. H. Brenchley, S. Rapson, — Holness, H.
Reeves, S. H. Head, J. E. Jones, T. Gore, H. Rogers,
C. Potter, W. Larkin, F. W. Fuller, W. Cavell, F. C.
Ashby, W. A. Hunter, F. P. J. Hammon, J. Wardle,
H. S. Smith, J. W. Collins, C. A. Saunders, E. J. Birch,
W. Lambert, T. H. Miller, C. Herbert, J. T. Champs,
W. J. Smith, H. G. Ticehurst, C. J. Mullett, A.
Pantony, L. Jennings, W. G. Reynolds, J. Stone, W. S.
Willis, A. A." Attwood, R. G. Warne, A. E. J Marsh,
W. Peters, S. Gowar, G. Boxall, W. J. Stevens, W. A.
Field, P. H. Holley, F. Revell, H. Campbell, W.
Gardiner, G. H. Jarrett, G. Belsey, B. J. Herbert,
A. W. Rye, C. W. Haynes, W. T. Beer, A. W. Broad
bent, E. Ross, T. J. Smith, H. Huntley, E. H.
Blackman, E. P. Thorne, H. Foot, G. Belsey,
J. Williams, V. G. Weeks, J. Goldsmith, R. Parks,
A. Rose, H. F. Russell, N. Tendall, E. R. Gandy, G. P.
Dear, E. F. Batt, E. George, A. E. Bishop, J. Hodges,
Memorial to the " Old Contemptibles "
Continued from p. 383.
Still, he does not consider that any of the actions
in which he fought or in which he was wounded are
nearly so interesting as an episode in his career which
occurred after Armistice.
c The Buffs colours were placed for safety in
Canterbury Cathedral, and when the battalion went
to Cologne, McWalter, in England, not long recovered
from his last wound, was ordered to collect them and
deliver them to an escort that would arrive at
Folkestone.
He duly delivered them at Folkestone Harbour
and then, to his surprise, was ordered to fallin with
the party and " proceed " to Cologne.
He had nothing but the clothes he stood up in and
the rifle and bayonet; not even a razor or a tin of
bianco when he started on this, his second long
expedition overseas.
Among this distinguished guard of honour there
will be only one who remains a trooper and two who
remain privates. 
Apart from the guard of honour there will be no
official party leaving England for the ceremony, but
friends and relatives of those whose names are being
commemorated are being invited to attend. The
service will begin at 11.30 a.m.
(The Star).

E. Fuggle, A. A. Chacksfield, W. Bishop, H. Brooks,
F. H. Batcup, F. Watts, E. Linniker, F. Boddington,
W. A. Vousden, A. E. Baldock, H. Butchers, H.
Bromley, E. Butchers, P. Batcup, A. Jenner, J. Knight,
F. Woollet, F. E. Williamson, H. Dunster, W. Dunster,
E. Burt, C. H. Springett, P. Bush, H. T. Phillips,
W. T. Goldsmith, C. Chackfield, F. Brann, J. Taylor,
S. Turner, E. Large, G. Cosham, J. T. Cheney, F. G.
Fuller, E. Pike, F. Dungey, R. Taylor, H. Relf, A.
Goldsmith, W. J. Wicken, J. Potter, F. Williams,
C. T. Reeves, F. Bridgeland, — Dawson, K. S. Machin,
G. Barton.
DONATIONS.

During the period 18/10/28 to 18/11/28 the following
donations have been received on behalf of the
Benevolent Fund :—
I s. d.
Major E. T. Gould (Plum Pudding Fund) ... 1 0 0
Mrs. Webster
2 0 0
The following sums have been received for the
Jumble Sale :—
£ s. d
Major E. T. Gould
10 0
010 9
B. Rice, Esq
Mrs. Webster
10 0
Also parcels of clothing, etc., from :—
Mrs. H. de R. Morgan, Captain H. H. C. Baird,
Major C. S. Field, Mrs. Findlay, Mrs. J. R. Willows,
Mrs. B. Rice, Mrs. F. W. Potter, Mrs. Guy Lee, Mrs.
F. M. Furley, L/Cpl. and Mrs. Collins, Captain C. R. B.
Knight, Captain A. E. Loyd Hardcastle and Miss
Anderson.
DISBURSEMENTS.

During the period 18/10/28 to 18/11/28 the following
disbursements have been made
£ s. d.
0 5 0
Oct. 19. Grant
9 10 0
22. Loan
10 0 0
22. Grant
1 0 0
29. Grant
1 0 0
29. Grant
0 0
30. Grant
0 0
30. Grant
0 0
31. Grant
0 0
31. Grant
0 0
31. Grant
0 0
Oct. 2. Grant
5
0
5. Grant
1 10 0
9. Grant
2 0 0
9. Grant
4 10 0
9. Grant
1 0 0
10. Grant
3 0 0
12. Loan
3 0 0
14. Grant
0 15 0
14. Grant
0 10 0
16. Loan
1 10 0
17. Grant
Ashford Branch.
The Ashford Branch of the Past and Present Association of the
Buffs held a dinner at the Market Hotel, Ashford, on Saturday evening,
Capt. Crotliall presiding.
The Chairman, in thanking the Association for asking him to preside,
mentioned that his total army service was something like 38 years.
He had served in halfadozen regiments, and the short tune he had
served in the Buffs had been the happiest Ume of his whole service.
He formed more friendships during that time than ever before and
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the spirit of esprit de corps was more real in that regiment than in any
other in which he had served. Although he could not claim a long
connection with the Buffs, he could claim to be a Man of Kent, and
what Man of Kent could but be proud of such a regiment as the Buffs,
who had such a fine record ? He felt proud to be a member of the
Association, which was doing a great deal of good. If he was asked
the aimb and objects of the Association he would say patriotism,
benevolent and a great pride in the traditions of the Buffs. He hoped
the Association would become increasingly strong. He mentioned
that letters of regret for nonattendance had been received from Capt.
Hardcastle, Mr. Sudlow (Clerk, Ashford Urban District Council), Supt.
F. J. Pattenden, the Rev. Blackburne (Vicar of Ashford), while a
telegram had also been received from the London Branch wishing
them a happy evening.
Colonel Findlay, in proposing the toast of the Association, said
there was no branch of the Association keener than the Ashford Branch.
He looked upon the branch as his firstborn, and it had continued to
prosper and set an example to other branches. The Association
was now well alight, but they must keep it burning and do their utmost
to get new members. They must not be satisfied with what had
already been accomplished.
Colonel Body, proposing the health of Sir A. LyndenBell, spoke
of the great interest Sir Arthur took in the Association. He did not
think Sir Arthur would like him to say that he had been instrumental
in starting a good many of the branches, for they realised that the
branches could not really be started by one person, unless there were
people with the right spirit to help. In conclusion, he wished to convey
to them the best wishes from the Weald Branch.
Sir Arthur expressed the hope that the Chairman and Capt.
Dorman would long remain to help the Association. The Ashford
Branch was not only the oldest branch, but the one that kept the flag
flying all the time. They must be careful that each branch did not
become a watertight compartment. Let the branches get together
and correspond with each other, and let the Ashford Branch help to see
that was done.
The Chairman paid a wellearned tribute to Mr. Cowell who had
been primarily responsible for the excellent arrangements which had
made the evening such a success. The following were present:—
Sir A. LyndenBell, K.C.B. ; Colonels Findlay, C.B.E. and Body,
D.S.O.; Majors Field, Foster and Friend, and Chard; Captains
Crothall and Dorman; Messrs. Denness, Wright, F. Cowell, Santer,
Carley, Chambers, Wilkinson, Tomsett, Beeching, King Cole, Kirby,
Ward, J. Marsh, Ades (Chairman), Turner, Piper, Moden, Hills, Swee't
man, Morley, Masters, Amos, Shilling, Cloke, Blackford, Higgins,
Martin, Baker, Attaway, Constance, Pope, Burgess, Keefe, Hayward,
Huntley, Giles, Murrell, Dane, Ellis, J. King, Bolton, Farr, Boulding,
Hall, Keene, Lancefield, Barnett, Colinan, Randall, Wells, Terry,
two Reporters and five others.
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CAPT. FOSTER HALE, M.C.—The Chairman mentioned the recent
wedding of Captain Foster Hall and the wishes of the branch are that
he and his bride may have every blessing and a long life of happiness.
SOCIAL PART OF EVENING.—An excellent programme of entertain
ment was put on directly the business finished. Songs were sung by
Messrs. (Cabby) Whitehead, Green, Hill, Rudd and Mrs. Hill. Nobby
Clarke performed a feat of bottle swinging and Mr. Tong recited. Mrs.
Hill was at the piano and her husband kept her company on the" Jazz "
set. Community singing of " John Brown's Body," " Cock Robin,"
' Pack up your troubles," etc., added merriment to the evening.
LADIES' GUILD.

A General Meeting of the above Guild took place at the Windsor
Castle Hotel, on Saturday, the 10th November, with Mis. D. E. Spinner
in the Chair.
After the meeting the ladies invited the members of the London
Branch to a grand Armistice Social which was of a really firstclass
nature.
*'
At the request of the Ladies' Guild, Capt. Enright took the Chair
and read out letters of regret for absence from The Hon. Lady Lynden
Bell (The Guild President), and General Sir Arthur LyndenBell. Our
very able Hon. Secretary (Mrs. Dalton) obtained many new members.
The following programme was successfully carried out:—
COMMUNITY SINGING—At the Piano
SONGS
COMIC SONGS
DUET
PIANOFORTE SOLO
SONGS
SONGS
VARIOUS ORCHESTRAL & VOCAL

MRS. HILL.
MISS ISABEL LAMB.
THOMAS WARHAM.
MISS BURT & Miss MELLICHIP.
Miss WITTERING.
MR. GEO. EATON.
MRS. DALTON.
TTE 'VARSITY BAND.

Dover Branch.
We held our Twelfth General Meeting on Friday, the 9th November
when Major Foster presided over a very good gathering.

It was very pleasing to see on parade some Serving Members from
the Depot at Canterbury. These included L/Cpl. L King, Pte. C.
Cowell, Pte. A. Collins and Pte. Homewood.

The principal business was the Election of Officers for the ensuing
year.
Major Foster was asked by the meeting to continue as President
and everybody was very pleased when he said he was willing to do so.
When we come to consider that we have advanced to the very respect
able strength of 216 under his leadeisliip we only arrive at one
conclusion—we are lucky this time. DrumMajor Tripp and Tim
Kelly do not stand on account of not having the necessary time. We
are sorry. They are both fine chaps, but now we are in Civvy life we
have to watch points and work comes first. We do not get the after
noons off for sports, bear in mind, you chaps who are serving.
The Committee for the ensuing year is as follows :—Captains W. S.
Cole, and V. J. Halloran, C.S.M. Love, Messrs. J. H. Holioway,
B. Wisdom, F. Folwell, W. A. Marsh, T. W. Foad, G. Hogben, J. Deal,
G. Bushell, W. E. Plater, and I. W. Foad.
Joint Secretaries : J. E. Marchant and F. Evans.
Treasurer : P. Stroud.
Vice-Chairman : Lieut. J. Sherwood,
and if this party does not" Florcat Dubris," no party will.

London Branch.

Vic. Hallam has arranged a shooting match with the Sea Scouts,
who use open sights. Arrangements were put in hand for the
Competition for the Cup presented by Colonel Findlay.

A largelyattended meeting of the above branch was held on the
17th November with Capt. J. E. Enright in the Chair. A hearty
welcome was accorded General Sir Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B.,
K.C.M.G.
MINUTES.—The Minutes of the last meeting were read and con
firmed.
CORRESPONDENCE.—A letter was read from the Hon. Secretary
of the Ladies' Guild offering to provide a stall free of all cost to the
branch at the forthcoming garden fete. Also from His Grace the
Archbishop of Canterbury thanking the branch for its resolution.
MEDWAY VISIT.—The Chairman asked for a large number to make
the trip, more especially as several who had intimated to do so, were
on the sick list.
CHRISTMAS DRAW.—Mr. Lamb reported satisfactory progress.
Any requiring more books at 2/6 each can write to 20 Cleveland Gardens,
Barnes. Offers for giving the last four prizes are invited.
DOVER BRANCH DINNER.—General Sir Arthur spoke to the meeting
about the excellent show given by the Dover Branch on Friday
night, the 16th. Captain Enright endorsed all that Sir Arthur said
and mentioned the unveiling of the Dover Branch Memorial.
NEW MEMBERS.—Several new members have enrolled including
the four brothers " Downs," who joined cn bloc. They were given a
special hand clan.

Four new members joined during the month and three of our yearly
members became Life Members.
On Armistice Day we paraded about forty strong and marched
behind the Territorials of the R.A., R.E. and 4th Battalion The Buffs
to the War Memorial. We observed the " Silence " at the Memorial
and then went on to S. Mary's Church.
We were kindly invited to stay at the Memorial, by the Mayor and
Corporation and we appreciated their kindness in this.
Amongst the many wreaths placed there was one from the Dover
Branch.
The first annual dinner of the Dover branch of the Past and Present
Association, The Buffs, was held at the Buffs' Drill Hall last (Friday)
night, when the Chairman (Major F. W. Foster) presided over a gather
ing of abouta hundred. The Mayor and Mayoress (Mr. and Mis. H . E.
Russell) were present.
Following the Loyal toast, the Chairman called on MajorGeneral
Sir Arthur LyndenBell to unveil the Dover branch Roll of Honour,
which he did without comment. It bears the inscription:—" Dover
Branch, Past and Present Association, The Buffs' Roll of Honour,"
with the Buffs' badge. The names below are as follows:—Sgt. F. C.
Dyer, Pte. P. C. Newman, Sgt. W. E. Hinchcliffe, Sgt. W. F. Stroud,
Pte. F. Webb, ColourSergeant F. Swan, Lieut.Colonel A. D. Geddes,
LanceCorporal C. Sherwood, Set. A.J. Holioway, Cpl. W. R. Cotter.

The first Church Parade of the Ashford Branch of the Past and
Present Association took place on Sunday, 21st October, at St. Mary's
Church when the Rev. Blackburne gave a very cordial welcome and
said he was always pleased to welcome to St. Mary's any of the Armv,
especially of the Buffs who were of the district. After the service the
party marched to the local War Memorial where ExSgt. Gardiner laid
a wreath to the memory of the fallen. Before being dismissed, Capt.
Crothall spoke a few encouraging words, saying how pleased he was to
lead us and that it was a great credit to past comrades and to the
Association.
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V.C., Lieut. G. Seath, 2ndLieut. Athol Kirkpatrick, Lieut.Colonel
C. A. Worthington, Pte. Albert Beach, 2udLieut. I. H. Hess, Pte. F.
EosterUng, Pte. B. R. Allen, Pte. C. Carthew, C.Q.M.S. C. F. Collier,
Lieut. H. H. Carter, Pte. C. Fagg, Pte. Gordon H. Smith and Cpl.
Percy Carter.
MajorGeneral Sir Arthur LyndenBell, K.C.B., proposed " The
Dover Branch of the Association." Dover had always been very
much a Buffs' town and he remembered when he first joined the
regiment it was a tremendous recruiting town. He hoped that state
of affairs would recur when the 2nd Battalion left Aldershot and came
into Kent. They had had many distinguished people from here and
had been fortunate in taking some share in the management of the
town, including the famous Knocker family, and in the Town Clerk
they had a wellknown Buff, Captain Knocker. Referring to the for
mation of the branch in Dover, he paid a compliment to the work of
the Chairman, Major Foster, who was a perfect gentleman and a perfect
Buff. (Applause). He wished the Dover branch all prosperity.
The Chairman said that he was very glad of the way in which the
Buffs in the town had rallied round him. They opened on November .
18th last year with a strength of 36. That night they numbered 216.
(applause). He hoped next year to see the numbers doubled, for there
were many Buffs in Dover who had not yet joined. In conclusion, he
thanked the Secretary of the Association (Colonel Findlay) for his
help and for the cup he had given for the billulrds handicap.
Colonel Findlay, C.B.E., proposed " The Association." It was a
great success in'"the eight districts in which they had branches.
Although Dover was No. 3 on the list, it was No. 2 as far as strength
W(,is concerned, The Weald and the Ashford branches, however,
were running them close. It was pleasing to note that during the last
twelve months the Association had got 1,000 new members. (Applause).
Mr. R. E. Knocker proposed " The Regiment." He was pleased
to notice that evening that the old Volunteer Battalion had not been
forgotten, for behind pie Memorial was the old iiag Of the 1st Volunteer
Battalion.
Major C. S. Field, O.B.E., Commanding the Depot, who replied,
conveyed the best wishes of all ranks to the Dover branch. These
branches, he looked upon qs the means of knitting together the well
being of the Regiment.
Lieut. J. Sherwood proposed " The Mayor and Corporation."
He could best express the wishes of the branch if he likened the Mayor
to tuc Commanding Officer; the Councillors to the officers; and the
citizens to the Battalion—and if such good fellowship could exist m
that civic battalion as did in all the Battalions of the Buffs, the Mayor
would indeed have a happy year of office. He would have no more
loyal citizens than were to be found in that branch.
The Mayor (Alderman H. E. Russell), who was received with
applause, said that he admired the work they were carrying on, and
congratulated them on the fine start they had made. Lieut. Sherwood
had likened the Corporation to a Regiment. It was true, because they
were all anxious to do their duty, and a finer lot of fellows one would
have to go a long way to find, but it was not true in that, whereas a
regimental mau took his orders, it was not always so with the Corpora
tion (Laughter). Dover had a warm place in its heart for the men
of the Buffs. (Hear, hear). They all admired the great work done in
the Great War by the Buffs. Their record was a fine one; indeed,
they might even say that their record might he recognised as a record
of tne war. In every corner of the world they were to be found ; their
brilliant deeds and determination had no superior. What of their
sacrifice ? He bowed his head to the 6,000 men of the Regiment who
made the supreme sacrifice. As a Corporation, tlicy had been closely
associated with the Buffs, for in the late Sir Wollaston Knocker, they
had an old Colonel of the Volunteer Battalion, and their present Town
Clerk occupied a very honourable position in that Battalion. They
might without exaggeration almost claim the Buffs as Dover's Own.
(Hear, hear). They were proud of The Buffs. The Regiment was
proud, he believed, of its antiquity, as also were they in Dover of their
antiquity. They hoped the Association would grow and prosper.
(Applause).
A telegram of greetings was received from the London branch.
Capt. Enright, who proposed " The Ladies," recalled the welcome
given by the people of Dover to the regiment when it returned from
south Africa. The hospitality of the Mayor's predecessor and of the
citizens Was spoken of to this day by many of their members. He
gave a motto to the Dover Branch, " Foster that foster feeling.
(Applause).
Mrs. G. Spinner, replying, said that she claimed to be a daughter
of the Regiment having been born in it. To come back to Dover was
like coming home, for she lived nearly all her life
The>
had formed in connection with the London branch, a Ladies Guild
and she hoped to see one formed in Dover.
Greetings were offered by Mr. Ades on behalf of the Ashford Branch.
The music was supplied bv the Arcadians and Miss Simpson, Mr.
E. Etheridge, Dmr. C. Cox and the Misses Pierce sang.
The guests included MajorGeneral Sir Arthur Lynden Bell, Col.
II and Mrs. Findlay, the Mavor and Mayoress of Dover (Alderman
and Mrs. Russell), Major Field and Lieut. Penlington from the Depot,
Captain Knocker, I<ieut. and Mrs Bradley, Captain and Mrs. Enriglit,
Cabtain and Mrs. Carter, Mrs. Spinner, R.S.M. and Mrs. Potter and
Mr. Ades of the Ashford Branch.

Weald Branch.
The Winter Season of Branch Meetings started with a wellattended
meeting at Cranbrook on October 10th. About fifty members were
present and we were delighted to have MajorGeneral Sir Arthur
LvndenBell and Major Arthur TyldenPatterson with us. The latter
delighted us all with a most entertaining and instructive speech'on the
joys and attractions of the Weald. Colonel John Body was in the
Chair and during the evening sixteen new members were enrolled.
. On November 14th an equally successful meeting was held at
Wittersham. Colonel Body was again in the Chair and about thirty
members were present. Colonel Findlay came over from Canterbury
for it and had a very hearty welcome. It was decided to form a Branch
DinnerClub.
. . . . .
During the evening nine new members were enrolled bringing the
Branch strength up to 145.
The next meeting is at Cranbrook, on December 12th.
A.E.L.H.

Hythe and Folkestone Branch.
A meeting was held at the " Star " Inn, Stade Street, Hythe, on
the 3rd November.
On this occasion twentyfive members of the Regiment were present
and a large number who were not present have expressed their wish to
join a local branch of the Association.
Posters were printed and exhibited in Hythe, Folkestone,
Dymchurch and their surroundings, but there were no representatives
from Folkestone at the meeting. It is expected that they will turn up
when the branch becomes better known.
The following committee was formed to carry on the work of the
Branch :—
Chairman : Mr. W. Stanger.
Secretary : Q.M.S. W. G. Warner.
Treasurer : S. Clerk J. H. Owen.
Members: Messrs. T. Pope, J. Middleton, G. Alger, H. Shaw and
Dray.
It was further decided to hold a branch meeting once a month,
on the third Saturday of the month, to commence at 7 p.m.
All who attended the meeting are desirous of becoming members
of the " Past and Present Association" with effect from the
1st January, 1929.

Canterbury Branch.
\l a meeting held at the Drill Hall, Canterbury, on Friday,
a Canterbury branch of the Past and Present Association of The Buffs
was formed. Colonel H. Findlay, the Secretary of the Association,
presided over an enthusiastic meeting and was supported by Major
C S Field (O.C., Buffs Depot), Major H. G. James,. Major
F H Keeler, Colonel Friend, Colonel E. Burns, Lieut. Verlander and
Mr. G. W. Peirce. Apologies for absence were received from General
Bainbridge and General R. McDouall.
Colonel Findlay said tliev had now, excluding Canterbury, seven
brandies of the Association, Ashford being the oldest. He honestly
thought Canterburv should have been the first, for, after all, it was
in a sense the early home and first home of every Buff. It was where
the recruit first came, and it was the place where many Buffs wandered
back to when they left the colours. Undoubtedly, in and around
Canterbury there was a very big number of officers and other ranks
who had served with the old corps. The main object of the
Assodation was twofold. The first was to help them to retain old
friendships and the second to help those who needed help. They were
asked to join for old acquaintance's sake primarily, but this dub,
unlike other social clubs, did come to the rescue when a Buff was in
need The Colonel referred to the biggest reunion of the year, the
Memorial Service in August in Canterbury—a reunion that was going
to oust thdr previous biggest reunion, the annual dinner in London.
Tast year over 500 attended tliat reunion, and next year he hoped
there would be nearly 1,000. (Applause). In regard to assistance,
the main thing they aimed at was to try to find work for Buffs needing
work During the last twelve months their membership had increased
by 1,000, and that tended to show that things were going well. That
happv result was primarily due to the branches already established.
London had the largest number of members at present (399), but he
saw no reason at all why the Canterbury branch should not exceed
that Every officer and man who had ever served in any battalion
tided The Buffs was eligible. Therefore, it was open to Regulars,
Territorials, New Armies and the Royal East Kent Yeomanry (who
became the 10th Buffs). All would receive the same cordial welcome
and would all be treated in exactly the same way. All they
remembered was Uiat they were all Buffs. The Buffs Association was
controlled by an executive bodyconsisting of three serving and three past
officers, nominated by the Colonel of the regiment, and a subcomnuttec
formed of one representative of each branch nominated by the branch.
The branches had their own chairman and subcommittee, and they
had funds given to them from die Benevolent Fund in order to be
able to render immediate cash assistance in any case where there was
not sufficient time to submit it to headquarters. The annual
subscription for members was 2s. 6d., but what they were trying to
cncoiiragc was life membership of £1. A member need not J>ay £1
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Annual Dinner—Dover Branch
C a n t e r b u r y B r a n c h — continued.
down, but could pay 2s. 6d. down and the rest within twelve months
by instalments. The Association was not in opposition to anv other
organisation that was helping the exService man.
Major H. G. James, in support, said there was nothing to a man
like his old regiment. (Applause). From the Colonel of the regiment
downwards they were all one family and they wanted to keep together
as much as they could. They would never witness anything like the
welcome extended to every Old Buff during the reunion iii the
Canterbury Cricket Week. (Applause). They would never see
anything quite like it anywhere. Major James delivered a message
lie had received from Sir Arthur LyndenBell, who wished the branch
every success. (Applause). He (the speaker) considered that in the
home eitv of The Buffs they ought to lie able to form the strongest
branch of any in the county. He recommended it to them, and hoped
that in a short time they would be 500 strong. (Applause).
Major Field recalled the slogan " Once a Buff, always a Buff." It
was a grand thing to serve in the regiment if they were luckv enough
to be in it, and it was also a grand tiling to meet the fcllows'who had
been in it or were serving still. The Major spoke of the great influence
sticli an event as their August reunion had upon the recruits. That
August Church Parade was au incalculable benefit to the regiment.
(Applause). He therefore wished the Canterbury branch every
success.
Under the chairmanship of Major Keeler, it was decided to form
a Canterbury branch and the following officers were elected:
Chairman, Brig.Gen. McDouall ; ViceChairman, Major Keeler;
Hon. Secretary, Mr. Peirce: Committee: Major Hickman and
Messrs. Ives, Sangers, Page and Baker. Headquarters : The " Ben
Jonson," Guildhall Street, which is kept by tiie Hon. Secretary, Mr.
Peirce.
The meeting concluded with a hearty vote of thanks to Colonel
Findlay and other officers present.

British Empire Order Medal.
It is announced in Army Orders that the Medal of
the Military Division of the Order of the British Empire
for gallantry, may be awarded to an officer or soldier,
or a member of the military nursing service who
performed an act of gallantry whilst engaged in military
duty during a campaign (but not in action), or in peace
time. It is also announced that the medal of the
military division of the Order of the British Empire
for meritorious service may be awarded to a non
commissioned officer or soldier below the rank of
warrant officer, recommended in peace or war, for
specially distinguished or meritorious service of a high
standard. The faithful or zealous performance of
ordinary duty will not be sufficient in itself. There
must be either : (a) special services of a high degree
of merit, such as discharge of special duties superior
to the person's ordinary work ; or, (b) highly
meritorious performance of ordinary duties where those
have entailed work of a dangerous or specially trying
character.
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Smoking Imperially.

A

LTHOUGH tobacco growing is not included in
Army vocational training I went, after being
' demobbed,' to Southern Rhodesia to try my luck
as a tobacco farmer.
My capital was slender, but a war gratuity
and a small pension gave me courage. Up till then
my knowledge of tobacco was confined to such as I had
. gleaned from the outsides and insides of numerous
packets of 'fags.' Rhodesia at once fascinated, me.
;I worked for a year as a pupil with an established
farmer who, fortunately, was a good man with tobacco.
: Before the year was up I was earning a salary as well
; as my keep. (Military experience proved of real value
in handling native labour). Then I took up land
' on my own.' I put up a couple of thatched huts as
my homestead, bought some draught cattle, engaged
my own natives, cleared and ploughed a patch of
ground, planted my seedbeds, burned bricks, built
a tobacco barn and parted with almost my last penny
of capital. . It was a plunge but that year the rains
were normal and the prices good.
It is not difficult to grow tobacco in Southern
Rhodesia ; the climate and soil are ideal. It is curing
tobacco that needs skill. One can waste a whole year's
effort by inexperience or carelessness in harvesting or
curing.
There are four methods of curing tobacco :—air
curing, sun curing, fire curing and flue curing.
The ' bright' Virginian tobacco, to which we in
Rhodesia devote most of our energies and which is used
in cigarettes, is flue cured. It is the most scientific
and uptodate method. The heat is supplied by pipes
led from furnaces outside the barn. The leaves are
first yellowed, then the colour is fixed and lastly they
are dried. The desired lemon colour is obtained only
by constant control of the temperature and humidity
during these three phases which last continuously for
several days. The least slip spoils the whole barnful.
Then comes the grading, another skilled job.
Rhodesia produces all the grades, varieties and
qualities of cigarette and pipe tobaccos which at present
reach Great Britain from foreign countries. There
is a Rhodesia tobacco to suit all tastes and Imperial
Preference helps it to suit all pockets. And yet today
there are millions of pounds lying unsold at the English
Docks while foreign stuff, that is no better and no
cheaper, pours into the country. This is the only
reason that I do not recommend other Exservice men,
at present, to come out here.
All Rhodesian tobacco that goes to England goes in
the leaf and is made up for smokers by English
Manufacturers and English labour. It is all grown by
Britishers of which at least half are Exservice men.
We are having a very lean and anxious time just now
because the people at Home will persist in smoking
foreign tobacco.
During eleven months for which I have figures,
England imported 152,484,025 lbs. of American
tobacco. This gave direct employment to about
74,000 growers, as well as many others indirectly
engaged in the Industry—in all about 100,000. We
have the space and the soil and the climate in Rhodesia
to grow every ounce of this. Yet our whole European
population, men, women and children, of all trades,
cauings and professions, is about 45,000.
Three farthings out of every penny that a
Rhodesian spends on manufactured articles goes in
British made goods, and our Customs allow them
a 50% preference. If it was understood that when
buying Rhodesian tobacco three quarters of the money

so spent comes back to make work in England, English
people would not needlessly pour their money into
American pockets. The Rhodesian Railways have
lately spent 2£ million sterling on Railway materials
in England, all in the hardhit basic industries. Not
one foreign nut or bolt was purchased. Yet in a year
England sends about eight million sterling to America
for tobacco.
When you buy Rhodesian tobacco you give work to
British labour in England, you people the waste spaces
overseas, you help Exservice men to earn a living in
Rhodesia, you relieve the congestion in the Home
Country and you buy first rate tobacco.
My advice to you is first to smoke Rhodesian
tobacco and then come to Rhodesia and grow it. We
have room and welcome for tens of thousands.
The flag of Rhodesia is the Union Jack.
P. M. COLLINS.

C

Emigration.

OPY of a letter received from a Colonel who
recently went out to B.C. under the auspices of
the OverSeas League Migration Bureau. All officers
interested may obtain full information regarding the
prospects overseas by communicating with this Bureau
at 4 Park Place, St. James's Street, London, S.W.I.
*
*
*
*
I thought you might like to hear my impressions
of this country after my first month out here.
You may remember that when you first suggested
emigration I said the one country I " barred " was
Canada ! But this part of B.C. is much more like the
UK. than Canada. The scenery strongly resembles
that of the West Coast of Scotland, though on a much
larger scale. Round here almost everyone is a settler
—not born out here—and with similar ideas and feeling
to people at home.
Especially in this neighbourhood a large number
are expublic school men and very anxious to get
similar neighbours, and keen to help one to do the best
for oneself ; show one what places are for sale ; advise
on suitability and value and see that one gets a good
knowledge of the various localities, their advantages,
etc., before finally deciding on a place.
The trouble seems to be that people rush to the
Real Estate Agents in the big towns and on the coast,
who have their own interests to study and are anxious
to get their properties sold without delay. Here I am
advised to wait, say six months or so, before I settle
on a place, and meantime to see all available places
and have their advantages and disadvantages pointed
out to me by people, acting for your Committee, who
know them and who are anxious to see settlers placed
to the best advantage.
I am very glad I came here. It is a place where
people with a very moderate income and fond of
country life may live in peace on their own small
property and find interest in fishing or boating, a little
shooting, a small amount of farming, fruitgrowing,
etc., and the general upkeep and improvement of their
places. I said a " small" amount of farming, etc., as
in my own case I propose to start with a small cherry
orchard, poultry, and probably a pair of martens and
later on as I learn more about furfarming I may
embark on foxfarming on a larger scale.
Fresh settlers after the war went to Vancouver and
other places more generally boomed. Consequently,
there are many good properties round here waiting
for fresh owners at very moderate prices and, to my
mind, now is the time for the right kind of people to
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Reminiscences of the Depot.
"VTTNETEEN years ago ! It seems a long time now
JL\ since a subaltern in the 3rd Field Troop R.E.
I first
became a member of the most cheery
and hospitable mess I have ever encountered
throughout my service—the Depot mess at Canterbury.
And it is only because four of the best years of my life,
spent under that roof, have made me feel almost as if
I was entitled to the honour of considering myself an
honorary Buff, that I yielded to General Sir Arthur
Lynden Bell's suggestion that I should bore you all by
writing something for The Dragon. And the devil of
it is that I don't know what on earth to write. To
recapture the atmosphere—now unfortunately becoming
rather a dim memory—is not too easy. But it dawned
on me that perhaps I might make the attempt, and
I can only repeat the famous injunction— Don't
shoot the man at the piano. He's doing his best."
The abominable way in which my commanding
officer overworked me—I am staying with him at the
moment, and he took a lot of money off me last night
at some card game of his own invention—left me with
but little time to do anything save a quiet game of
spilikins in the evening. After that, of course my
studies engrossed me far into the night. In fact, on
frequent occasions, I regret to say it was nearly three
Emigration—Continued from p. 388.
come out and work up ranches (rather a misnomer, as
the usual ranch here consists of 5—20 acres of cleared
and planted land with say, 30—70 acres of hill and
timber land), before the new road opens up the country
arid puts up land values. Houses are all of wood and
can be very easily altered, enlarged or adapted.
At present motors are used by a few, the smaller
American cars being more suitable for the narrow and
sometimes difficult existing roads. To my mind
a launch or boat with an outboard engine appears of
more general use, thongh when the new road comes
along motors of all kinds will be more useful and
desirable.
Everybody knows everybody else here and there
is a general feeling of peace and goodwill. The air is
beautifully fresh and exhilarating and at present we
are having bright, clear, sunny days, with a little frost
at night, far preferable to the English climate this
time of the year. Everything seems clean; there is
very little dust to make things dirty. Very primitive
clothing only is necessary. I feel very overdressed in
plusfours, flannel shirt and tie ! The oldest clothes,
overalls and open shirts are fashionable, and I am
informed I shall fall into this custom before long.
My wife tells me that butter, eggs and milk are very
plentiful and if anything, a little cheaper than in
England. The milk is the best she has ever bought.
Seafish, in spite of the journey from the coast,
is cheaper than in England. Meat is brought round
locally once a week and is cheaper than in England.
Flour and groceries are a little dearer ; one bakes one's
own bread, though the local vendor of meat can supply
bread once a week. We have been so generously
presented with fruit and vegetables that we have had
to purchase very little, and that little ridiculously
cheaply.
I must say, I consider this is an ideal place for ex
officers with country tastes to settle and only wish
I had come out here several years ago, instead of first
trying my hand at fanning in England.

o'clock before the final black disappeared in a game
known. I believe, as snooker. Possibly some of you
may have heard of it, but anyway, you can take it
from me that one Major G—y L—e (I always believe in
disguising names to save libel actions) was no slouch
at it. Captain H—y H—y also, when not indulging
in community singing at the other end of the mess,
frequently uncoiled himself and sank the pink in one of
the five other pockets at which he had not aimed.
But the evenings which linger most in my memory
were those devoted to what Mrs. Ai—ee Mac—son
would doubtless call 'Spiritual Uplift.' Those were
the hours when members of the mess, each spurred on
by a deep desire to keep the level of the conversation
on an even higher intellectual plane than usual, would
vie with one another in the telling of anecdotes
containing some deep and worthy moral. Any little
difficulty that might have cropped up in the day's
labours would be chatted over with words of friendly
encouragement for the next morning's toil. One in
particular, I remember, concerned a question of
English. It appeared that a Company Commander
had been approached by one of his men that morning
with a request for special leave on the grounds that his
wife was impregnable. A little surprised the officer
asked the sergeant what the man meant, and he
received the answer that presumably he meant she was
stagnant. How it troubled us all! The increase in
consumption of barley water in the mess that night
was prodigious : it seemed such a terrible fate for
the poor lady.
But do not please think that we devoted no time to
recreation. Frequently we competed with one
another on horseback in pursuit of the fox. And that
recalls to my mind the bulldog. It was the sort
of bulldog that was something like a bulldog. Quite
like in fact. And it loved horses, though horses did
not love it. Not at all. It took to horses after a slight
rebuff from a motor bicycle. The bicycle was on its
stand and the back wheel was rotating—fast: a fact,
apparently, which escaped the intelligent hound. It
bit the back wheel—once. And having left most of its
face on the mudguard, it took, as I say, to horses.
Wherefore the order went forth that it must be struck
off the strength, and that p.d.q. So its master
advertised for a kind home for it. The home arrived
in the form of a large policeman who thought it was
a nice little dog. Unfortunately the feelings were not
reciprocated. With a howl of fearful anguish the
policeman shot past the mess with little Pongo adhering
to the seat of his pants. He went past the Orderly
Room—Pongo still hanging on—and just then the cat,
perceiving her hated enemy engaged on a whole time
job, attached herself to where Pongo's pants would
have been had he worn them. However, let us do
what the policeman did—draw a decent veil over the
rest of this harrowing story.
Great days : glorious days—and then the pathos of
it. The owner of that bulldog took a bullet through
the brain in 1914. And somehow or other it is difficult
to keep that note of sadness out. So many priceless
fellows of those days have gone west. True, their
places are filled—the gaps closed up—and their names
live for ever on the Roll of Honour, but they come back
in one's dreams at times.
Enough : a thousand apologies for having inflicted
this awful tripe on you. It must be senile decay
setting in. So may I, in conclusion, wish every Buff
—Past, Present and Future—happy days. '
Sapper and Honorary Buff.
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In Praise of Hunting.

HE other day I chartered a G.S. wagon to fetch
our bees ; they had been put out to graze on
the heather, and to satisfy the somewhat nervous
driver that they were securely imprisoned in their
hives, I sat my small boy alongside bim for tbe drive
home.
The boy was thrilled, not by bis proximity to the
hundred thousand stinging insects, but by the
experience of driving behind two horses. It was the
first time, and probably the last, that he will ever drive
behind a horse. This is an awful thought. It isn't
that we object to motors ; we all have them and could
hardly do without them, but I hate the idea of
the present day children growing up in ignorance of
the fun which comes from the horse. The modern
boy does not clamour for a pony—his ambition is to
ride a motorcycle.
I hear that at Oxford the authorities have
prohibited the construction of a " dirttrack " in spite
of the large demand from the undergraduate for this
form of sport. I suppose it must be good fun, but
I don't believe it is good exercise. I am sure if I could
play the game at all, I should feel tired by 'the rattle,
dust and noise of it all, but not happy with that
pleasurable sensation of wellbeing that comes from
a long day in the country on a horse. What can beat
that day in the country ; the beauty of it all—England
at its best.
"
The English countryside,
Tbe wineleaved bramble in the ride,
The farms, the moist earthsmelling cover."
I always think the start of the bunting season is
full of interest, not because you get really good sport
then—you usually don't; but because it is wonderful
to get back to it all again. You meet the same fellows
who were out last year and you see their new mounts.
There is Smith, who has got a new horse from Oliver
Dixon at a frightful price and can't hold it; it is great
fun to see him charging down tbe lane out of control.
Then there is Jones who has turned out in pink for
the first time—an obvious purchase from Moss—and
his boots don't fit him. There is Daisy, who has grown
fatter than ever and positively bulges over the poor
little pony. And look! There's that beastly little
boy with the ribbon round his hat; you want to watch
his pony's heels too. You may get a run or you may
spend your day bucketing round from one field pf kale
to another after a bad cub on a poor scent, but anyway
you have had a day out in God's good country,
seen the hounds work and heard the master curse.
You get home for dinner feeling at peace with the
1
world.
I know a soldier who spent a month's leave in
Ireland before the war hunting six days a week. He
said he enjoyed most the time spent after dinner before
the fire with his feet on the mantlepiece trying to
remember the jumps he had been over. I thoroughly
agree with him ; it is the jump behind and not those
ahead which give satisfaction.
Perhaps the man who has driven from London to
Aldershot in fifty minutes gets a similar thrill when
turning over in his mind the various escapes on the
road—the time he nipped in between the 40 Daimler
and the Vauxhall—or when he brushed the curb on
that corner doing seventy. Personally when I am
unfortunate enough to have such experiences forced
upon me, the recollection makes me break out into
a cold sweat. I suppose that I must confess that
I belong to a different generation. I am not grousing.
I am only hoping that they get as much fun out of life
as we do.

M

The Buffs' Golfing Society.

EMBERS of the Society will be interested in the
following correspondence, the first letter being
that sent to Mr. Angus V. Hambro, and the second his
reply.
Angus V. Hambro, Esq.,
Sandwich.
Rimbourne, Dorset.
23/10/28.
Dear Sir,
The Buffs Golfing Society.
I have pleasure in informing you that, at the Annual
General Meeting of the above Society held during their
Autumn Meeting at Royal St. George's, a proposal
that a letter of congratulation should be sent to you
on the occasion of your election as Captain of both
Royal St. George's and the Royal and Ancient Golf
Club of St. Andrews was passed unanimously; and
with our congratulations I was instructed to send you
our best wishes during your Captaincy of these two
Clubs.
In addition, I must express on behalf of all of us
how much we appreciate the honour and privilege
of being allowed to hold our Autumn Meeting at Royal
St. George's.
Yours faithfully,
HENRY H. C. BAIRD, Captain,
Hon. Secretary, The Buffs Golfing Society.
Wimborne,
Dorset.

28/10/28.

Dear Sir,
Many thanks indeed for your very kind letter of
congratulation. I am very glad to hear that you had
a successful meeting at Sandwich. Will you please
convey my grateful thanks to your Golfing Society.
Yours faithfully,
ANGUS HAMBRO.
FIXTURES FOR NEXT YEAR.

April 12. v. 60th Rifles Golfing Society at
Camberley Heath.
„ 13. v. Aldershot Command.
Sat.,
Wed., „ 24. v. 60th Rifles Golfing Society at
Littlestone.
Thur., „ 25. Spring Meeting at Littlestone.
„ 26. Spring Meeting at Littlestone.
Fr.,
„ 27. v. Littlestone.
Sat.,
„ 28. v. Rye.
Sun.,
Mon., April 29. v. Royal St. George's.
Sat., May 11. v. Wrotham Heath.
,, 26. v. Queen's Own Royal West Kent
Sun.,
Regiment at Rye.
Wed., Oct. 16. Autumn Meeting at Royal St.
George's.
Thur., „ 17. Autumn Meeting at Royal St.
George's.
18. v. Prince's.
Fri.,
Fri.,

THE RYE LIFEBOAT DISASTER.

As but a small token of sympathy to the relatives of
those who lost their lives in the disaster at Rye, the
Society has subscribed one guinea to the Mayor of Rye's
fund. The Society has haa many happy days at Rye
and the majority of those who gave their lives had
acted as caddies.

Have you sent anything to the
Secretary of the Past and Present
Association, for the Jumble Sale ?
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A Battalion in Trouble.

HICH was your most memorable Christmas ?
Mine was that of 1901—I'll tell you about it.
The war in South Africa was on at that time, and
the open veldt was full of small columns treking about.
Old soldiers will remember that there were no roads
then, nor any transport except great cumbrous
waggons, each dragged by about sixteen oxen, which
made their way over the grasslands, taking each river
as it came.
I was serving in the Ulster Fencibles then, and we
Sot orders to trek from a place called Wonderfontein
on the railway and to start on December 21st.
Our oxen had not recovered semistarvation and
overwork during the past winter and were still poor;
moreover we had'nt enough of them, the authorities
working out our transport by arithmetic, irrespective,
of the state of the weather, now very wet, nor the
condition of the beasts.
We had just received, by train, an enormous
consignment of Christmas puddings from our excellent
friends at home, and the question arose how to carry
these for four days.
A suggestion was hazarded by a daring someone
that the festival be antedated and the puddings eaten
before leaving, but this idea was very properly scouted.
It was felt that it would be a grave slight to our friends
and that the honour of the regiment was concerned in
enjoying the treat provided on the proper day.
Feeling ran very high on the subject and the men,
already heavily loaded, gladly added one extra day's
ration to their burdens in order to provide carriage on
the waggons for the duffs.
On Christmas Eve the column neared a stream
called the Kaffir Spruit. It had been raining in
torrents all day and the river was rising. It was known
that the crossing was held by a large party of the
Wessex Regiment, and that the Major in command had
fortified and arranged to protect, a park for the
waggons pf any column which might be passing.
After the midday halt, the Fencible's transport,
with a small escort, had started before the men, as no
enemy was in the vicinity and it was obvious that the
sooner the drift was crossed the easier it would be.
When the main body reached the water, the following
was found to be the position.
Three waggons had crossed and gone on over the
gentle rise,
beyond which was the Wessex
establishment. The Spruit was a raging torrent,
a rolling mass of muddy water, and the remaining
waggons had found it quite impossible to follow. It
was plain that there would be no more crossing that
night, for it was still raining steadily, so the column
halted for the night on the other side of the stream,
cheered by a prophecy of finer weather on the morrow,
during which the halt would continue and the best
cheer procurable served out, including the goodly
duffs.
Christmas morning broke. Considerable wet mist
hung about the angxy water, but rain had stopped and
everybody was getting busy with festive preparation
when:—
About 9 a.m., the Quartermaster, trembling and
with a look of frozen horror on his face, reported to
our C.O. that the plum duffs had gone over the river
in one of the forward waggons.
The Colonel immediately ordered a signal to be sent
from him to the O.C. Wessex Detachment, requesting
assistance to rig a line to carry a cradle to and fro over
the river.

About 10.30 a.m. Signallers reported that they had
searched for two miles back to find a spot from which
their signals could be observed, but without avail, as
the fog was thick over the Wessex post.
A bugler began to trv and call up, bv blowing longs
and shorts.*
*
Two subalterns volunteered to ride up and down
the river to try and discover an easier place to cross
and practically the whole battalion lined up on the river
bank and shouted.
About noon a very exceptionally strong swimmer,
called McGrath, in a fit of despair, plunged into the
water and, after a desperate struggle during which he
was washed down about three hundred yards, reached
the other side and a wild yell of triumph and relief
rewarded his effort, but McGrath's pluck and muscular
development was by no means equalled by his brain
or commonsense, so
About 12.30 a Wessex guard made him a prisoner
for attempting to loot waggons in their charge. The
man frantically expostulated and begged, almost with
tears, to be taken before the C.O. at once for the credit
of the Fencibles. He was met by some bitter sarcasms
on the part of the sergeant of the guard, who judged
he had been searching for ration rum.
At 2.30 p.m. the guard was turned ouc by the
orderly officer, who listened to McGrath's tale of
distress and reported the case to his Major, who had
the man before him. During this interview, at which
McGrath stated that his regiment was in great distress
and urgently required assistance, the acting Sergeant
Major interposed : "I beg pardon. Sir, I do believe
that Fencible bugler is trying to call us up." Till now,
' it had been the opinion of the whole of the detachment
that the noise across the river was entirely attributable
to Christmas and that a drunken bugler was amusing
himself with his instrument. About this time, the
two subalterns had returned to their battalion, draggle
tailed, dejected and hopeless.
By 3.30 p.m. the Wessex had assembled on their
side of the flood, but it took over two hours to get
a line across—this being at length accomplished by
lashing a light rope to an empty grease barrel used by
the waggons, and after carefully experimenting with
chips, etc., to discover a place where the water washed
slantingly from one bank to the other.
At 6.15 p.m. a serviceable arrangement had been
completed and amid the wildest scenes of excitement
the first duffs crossed the stream.
At 9.30 p.m. the orderly bugler sounded " Come to
the cookhouse door."
This event was the origin of the rumour that
travelled all over South Africa that the Ulster Fencibles
very nearly met with a terrible disaster at
Christmastide.
FALCON GLUM.

* The S.O.S. signal was unknown at this period.

How to get "The Dragon."
f TOR those wishing to receive the paper direct through the
post each month, the rates of subscription are
i year <?/-, 6 months 4/-, 3 months sf-.
Remittances should be sent to the Editor, Depot The Buffs,
Canterbury.
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Round and About.
I envy those people who know exactly
their attitude to Christmas. I am
hound to confess that I approach it
with mixed feelings. There are
undoubtedly advantages in it; holidays, presents
received and the delights of the table among them.
On the other side I find ranged up against me the
upheaval that it involves. It usually means travelling
away from one's comfortable home to someone else's
perhaps even more comfortable, but strange abode.
In spite of gifts received it is an expensive time and
then, of course, there is dyspepsia. I think perhaps
that I am one of those who prefer normal conditions.
The trouble seems to me to be that Christmas has been
stretched from a twoday festival to a season.
However, let me wish those who enjoy it a merry time
and those who don't such peace as they can get.

*
*
*
THE GALES. November in London has not been
behaving according to tradition. By
now we ought to have experienced two or three " pea
soup " fogs. There has been, as far as I can remember,
but one fog and that a mild, anaemic affair which did
not hold a candle to the old sort. We are told that
electricity is gradually driving the " London
particular " out of business. But if electricity is going
to give us gales such as we have had lately in the place
of fog, I shall not consider the exchange a blessing.
Fog is unpleasant, but it is not so terribly unsettling
as high velocity winds. The irritability of the human
increases in stormy weather, so a selfstyled scientist
assures me.
THE
FESTIVE'
SEASON.

«

m

*

*

M.C.C. IN

By the time these words are in print
AUSTRALIA, the first Test Match will be under way.
With luck it will be finished by the time
the Christmasnumber of The Dragon is in the hands of
its readers. The wicket at. Brisbane may not be quite
as " shirtfronty" as those in other parts of the
Commonwealth,"in which case any advantage ought to
lie with our men. I for one am very confident about
the ultimate results of the series of matches and would
give a good deal to be watching the games. As far as
I can gather, cricket enthusiasm in Australia exceeds
our calmer interest in much the same degree that
a cuptie contrasts with a Test Match in this country.
*
*
*
*
FILM
The direction of some of the much
PRODUCER'S advertised and popular films still leaves
VAGARIES, much to be desired. It seems such
a pity when much money is spent on
excellent materiai that hopeless errors and
anachronisms should abound. I saw a film (or part
of it, for I could not see it through) the other day, in
which an exofficer looks for a job after tbe war attired
in a top hat and morning coat. I personally found it
impossible to believe in the hero or his story after I had
seen that. Then again in another film with Russia
before and after the Revolution as its subject, the
behaviour of some characters was so utterly untrue to
life that what would have been a passable story was
ruined. The hero in this case is made to utter
a remark which wants some beating. He is a Sergeant
in a Russian cavalry regiment and in rebuking
a comrade for an act of mild indelicacy asks " What
would your mother say ?
*

BOOKS.

*

*

*

Books dealing with the war still come.
I have not yet read " The Case
of Sergeant Grisclia " which has been hailed as the
greatest imaginative work based upon the war. It
is bv a Russian or Austrian and is concerned with

a foreign army. It "will have to be pretty good to beat
" The Spanish Farm trilogy " by R. H. Mottram.
" The memoirs of a Foxhunting man " by Siegfried
Sassoon is a book which few could fail to enjoy. Its
title is somewhat misleading for it is by no means
devoted to hunting.
*

*

*

*

PLAYS.

A serious play that stands apart hi
London is " Many Waters" at The
Ambassador's theatre.
For holiday playgoing " Plunder" with Ralph
Lynn and Tom Walls at their funniest is at
the Aldwych. It is well up to the standard of the
other farces that preceded it.
Leslie Henson in " Funny Face" at Prince s
Theatre is at the top of his form. It is just the play to
go to if the gales make you irritable.

The Auchtermauchty Christmas Club.
(A SCOTS COMEDY IN 3 ACTS).
by E.C.F.

ACT 1.
Down the High Street of a little Scottish town,
one November evening, passed Sandy McPherson,
and paused to regard a notice in the window of the
General Store:—
XMAS CLUB.
Pay what you choose ;
Have what you like.
" Pay what you choose "—thought furrowed the
brow of the careful Scotsman; " Have what 'you
like "—a smile dispersed the wrinkles ; and with head
erect and purpose in his tread Sandy marched into the
shop.
" I'll he payin' a penny into yon Xmas Club, the
noo," he said to the shopman, and deposited^ the coin
upon the counter, receiving in exchange a small card
with his name written for all to see and the amount
" Id." duly entered in the column apportioned for that
ACT 2.
The month of November and the greater part of
December passed before Sandy again presented himself
at the General Store in the High Street.
Banging down the card he demanded of the
assistant, " Gie me a bottle o'. whuskey."
" But we can't give you a bottle of whisky for one
penny, sir," was the reply.
"An' why no?" queried Sandy. " Does'na yon
card say ' Pay what you choose,' an' have'na I paid
ma penny ? ' Have what you like'; I'm likin
a bottle of whuskey, young man; so I'll thank you
to gie it me wi'out fairther blather."
The Manager was called; his wife and two
daughters joined the fray ; but the five of them could
not convince the obstinate Scotsman that one penny
was not a fair payment for a bottle of whisky.
Tired of argument, the manager appealed to the
Law in the person of a policeman, who, surprisingly,
supported Sandy's claim ; so that a long halfhour
afterwards McPherson left the shop with the neck of
a bottle protruding from his coat pocket.
#

*

*

»
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l/4th Buffs ReUnion.
A Record Gathering.

T

PRESENTATIONS TO MAJOR KEELER.

HE eighth annual reunion of the l/4th Battalion
4 The Buffs was held with conspicuous success at
the Drill Hall, Canterbury, on Saturday. The fact
that the attendance of over 400 was a record was not
only striking evidence of the healthy and flourishing
state of the Old Comrades' Association, but in itself
was a compliment to Major Keeler, Hon. Secretary of
the Association, to whose energy much of the success
of the Association is obviously due. Major Keeler's
recent retirement was marked during the evening by
a presentation to him from the warrant officers, n.c.o.'s
and men who had served with him. This gift followed
another by the officers of the battalion.
Colonel P. Mainwaring Dunstan, T.D., presided at
the dinner.
Colonel Dunstan said that was not an occasion for
speeches. They much regretted the absence of their
old C.O., Colonel Gosling, who had sent them a
telegram wishing them a happy and successful evening.
The Chairman warmly welcomed them at their eighth
annual reunion and congratulated them most heartily
on the wonderful way they had turned up. It showed
that the old splendid spirit which permeated the old
battalion was not dead yet—far from it—but growing
stronger every year. That reunion was a happy mile
stone where they recemented all the friendships and
ties which they had formed while serving with the
l/4th. (Hear, Hear).
Letters of regret had been received from Colonel
Atkinson, Major C. S. Field (O.C. Depot), Colonel
Body, Lieut.Colonel Wade, Captain Witts, Captain
Harrison, Captain Lowe and " old Sid Barron"
(C.S.M.), whose wife was very ill. He suggested that
a telegram of sympathy should be sent to him. (Hear,
hear.) He again congratulated them on the wonderful
'number present—about 400—and did not suppose
there was another reunion in the country which could
touch that number ten years after the war. During
the year 51 cases of distress had been relieved at an
expenditure of £76 0s. 1 Id. He was sorry to say that
some of their number had " gone beyond "—Hancox
(Sittingbourne), Bennett (Littlebourne), Blanche
(Canterbury) and Foster (Sittingbourne). .
The company stood in silence in memory of those
old comrades.
The Chairman expressed thanks to the local
committees for arranging the contingents and to
Chartham Paper Mills for the paper for the tables. He
was not going to allow that opportunity to pass without
saying how grateful and honoured they were to have
with them that evening one whom they had been
trying to get for years and had at last collared. He
did not mean Major Collard—(laughter)—but Colonel
Findlay, the Editor of The Dragon. (Applause).
The Auchtermauchty Christmas Club—Continued.
ACT 3.
The New Year well upon its way, Sandy met
a friend, who greeted him with a knowing wink.
" You and yon Manager of the Store will be good
friends I take it, Sandy ?"
" Oh, aye," said Sandy. " Well, enow."
" What would'n I ha' gien to hae seen yon
Manager's face when he pairted wi' a bottle o' the
best for a penny."
" Ah, 'twas nawthin'," replied Sandy. " Ye should
ha' seen it when I took him the empty bottle and got
ma penny back !"
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Colonel Findlay said he was present as the Editor
of a little paper tailed The Dragon—a little paper with
a circulation of only 2,000,. making a profit of £250
a year—a profit which went to the Association of the
Past and Present Buffs, to which any officer or man
who had served in any battalion which had borne the
title of " Buffs " was qualified to belong. After seeing
that gathering that night he hoped they would all.
join. The old idea that there was any difference
between Regulars and Territorials was a thing of the
past. (Hear, hear). That became a thing of the past
when the Territorials saved the situation .in the last
war. That would never be forgotten not only by
the Regulars but by everybody. He could say without
fear of contradiction that a regular Buff did welcome
a Territorial into the Past and Present Association , as
he would do a Regular. They were all one.. They
had set an example that night. Thdt was a wonderful
gathering. Here there /was a battalion which at the
eighth annual reunion had collected in Canterbury
400 of its old members who had come from all
parts of England. He  did congratulate them and
urge them if they could to join the Past and Present
Association of The Buffs. It was not an association
to take bellows to get it going, for it was going and
getting bigger. They could make it get even bigger.
Referring to the amount spent in cases of distress, as
mentioned by the Chairman, he said that he could
assure them that the amount put up during the past'
twelve months for the relief of Old Buffs, irrespective 
of battalions, was very considerable. They were all
out to help one another. They were all Buffs.;
(Applause).
Colonel Dunstan said he had been asked by the
warrant officers, n.c.o.'s and men of the old l/4th
Battalion to make a presentation, for which they had
subscribed, to their dear old friend and Quartermaster,.
Major Keeler. It did not need any words of his to
commend that to them, for Major Keeler had not only
been their Quartermaster, but a pal, a friend and
a father to the whole battalion. (Applause). They
had listened to the rednosed comedian and his story
of the quartermaster who kept one out of every three
pairs of trousers and was able to build a house
on the proceeds. (Laughter). That had never been
so with their Quartermaster. Everything they had'
been entitled to they had had, and everything he could
squeeze out of a measly Government he had secured
for them. (Hear, hear). That gift spoke for itself'
and showed the wonderful feeling between officers and
men and showed how much they appreciated " dear
old Daddy." (Cheers). Last week he (the speaker)
had the honour and pleasure of making Major Keeler
a presentation on behalf of the officers and he was
proud to fill the same office for them that evening.. It
did show a topping spirit and " dear old Daddy"
would appreciate it tremendously. They did not like
saying " goodbye," but were glad hecould retire while
he was still able to make the most of his leisure and still
able to devote time to the benefit of the' l'/4th, aswas.
evidenced by that wonderful gathering. (Applause)..
Major Keeler received the gift to the accompani
ment of musical honours and resounding cheers. In
a characteristically modest response, he thanked them
very much for the kind words said about him and for
that very nice present. He was sure Mrs. Keeler
would also be very pleased. They knew what he
thought about it. If ever he had done any little thing
it had always been with the help of others. He then
declared that most of the credit of that gathering was
due to the chairmen of the local committees in the ,
various towns for getting the fellows together and=
arranging the transport. He thanked them very
much. (Applause).
(The Kentish Gazette and Canterbury Press).
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The 1st Battalion,
A FTER being separated

for many months
the battalion is once
more together for a brief
spell. Bareilly now seems
more lively and the Club
in the evenings is quite
crowded. Actually the whole
battalion paraded together
this morning for drill in
preparation for an inspec
tion by our new Brigade
Commander,Brigadier R. E.
SollyFlood, C.M.G., D.S.O
This is the first
full
battalion parade we have been able to have
for a very long time.
Next week the Machine Gun Platqon go
into camp near Delhi and do not rejoin till the
beginning of December. Captain Marshall also
leaves in a few days for Rangoon, where the
best wishes of all his many friends in the
battalion will accompany him. On October
30th the Officers' Mess is giving him a farewell
dinner.
It was with a severe shock the battalion
received the news of the death of Sgt. Dennis,
who died from appendicitis. He had served
a good many, years in this battalion and had
very recently been seconded to a battalion of
the Auxiliary Forces. We all offer our
sincerest sympathy to his wife and family in
their sad bereavement.
Now the trooping season has reopened
a large number of men are due to go home,
time expired, and a few lucky ones for service
at hpme. Amongst the former we shall be
losing Sgt. Cox, who has served with this
battalion since it reformed after the war in
Ireland. Another old stager is Sgt. Crump,
who is going to the Depot for a tour of duty.
One more Christmas is looming on the
horizon, so we take this opportunity to send
the greetings of the battalion to the 2nd
Battalion, the Depot, the 4th Battalion and
all our friends, Past and Present Buffs,
at home or abroad.

Regimental Football.
THE DURAND FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT.

The Battalion entered the Durand Tournament
this year for the second time. It will be remembered
by some, that last year—incidentally our first year in
India—we were knocked out in the first round. This
year, however, we managed to give a much better

account of ourselves and were able to get into the
semifinals, which gave the inhabitants of Simla the
impression that we were " darkhorses." Seemingly
we were counted among the small fry.
Perhaps before anything is said of. the matches that
took us into the semifinals, a short history of the
Tournament and the cups and medals that can be won
might be of interest.
Sir Henry Mortimar Durand, formerly Foreign
Secretary in India and who died in England in 1924
at the age of 73, instituted in 1888 the Tournament
which bears his name.
The original Challenge prize'competed for consis ted
of a Silver Football on an ebony stand and gave the
names of winning teams and players. The names of
all the teams that competed were engraved on the
football itself.
The trophy was won in 1895. for the third time in
succession by the Highland Light Infantry and passed
into their possession in accordance with the then
existing rule.
Another cup was presented by Sir Mortimar Durand
in 1896 to replace the former and was won outright
by the Black Watch in 1899.
Sir Mortimar Durand again very generously
presented another cup to be played for.
Sir Motimar Durand intimated that the present cup
would be the last he would present and suggested that
it should be turned into an annual challenge cup with
a smaller cup to be given to thewinning team. With
the concurrence of the South Wales Borderers, the
then holders, it was decided that the Tournament
should he run on these lines in future.
In 1904 the Simla public intimated their wish to
present another cup for competition to be played for
at the same time as the Durand Challenge Cup, to be
called the " Simla Cup " which may be won outright
by any team winning the Tournament three years in
succession. This trophy is now added to those which
are competed for in the Tournament.
The following are also presented
THE VICEROY'S CUP—to become the property of the
winning team.
THE PRESIDENT'S CUP—to become the property of the
runnersup.
THE COMMITTEE CUP—to be competed for by the losers
in the semifinals and to become the property of
the winning team.
THE WAZIR ALI CUP—to become the property of the
losers in the semifinals.
THE VICEPRESIDENT'S CUP—to become the property
of the Captain of the winning team.
THE TOURNAMENT CUP—to become the property of
the Captain of the runnersup.
MEDALS—a silver medal to each member of the winning
team.
A bronze medal to each member of the runnersup
team.
Thirtytwo teams entered for the Tournament
this year, so there were.no byes.. Our first match
was with the 1st Battalion The Worcestershire Regi
ment from Allahabad. It was not what one would
call a good game as both teams seemed to suffer with
nerves.. As far;.as we were concerned we were quite
content to kick and run and chance what happened.
We scored first through L/Cpl. Edwards. Soon after,
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however, the Worcesters equalised. This woke us up.
somewhat and »,we took the game down to our
opponents' goal andjjafter several tries we obtained
the lead through Pte. Foreman. We remained on the
offensive to the end, but no further goals came and
we came through the first round. The only man in
the team who found his form was Morris. He played
a good,, clean, hard game and his headwork was
particularly good.
In the second round we met the Eastern Bengal
Railway, a mixed team of Europeans and Indians.
This was a slightly better game than the first round.
In the first half especially, our team seemed nervy, but
they settled down later and took the game well in hand
and came through the victors by three goals to one,
which put us into the third round.
The third round promised to be more exciting.
We ourselves were just beginning to find our form and
our opponents in this round. The East India Railway,
had just beaten the 2nd Durham Light Infantry, who
were considered the favourites for the Cup, by the
score of 5—3 after the latter had been leading by 3—1.
A few changes were made in our team—Pte. Vasey,
who had been playing leftback was substituted by
Pte. Long, L/Cpl. Stocker who had been playing inside
right took Long's place at centre forward, Pte. Bing,
who was first reserve, took Stocker's place at inside
right and Turner, who had been playing left half,
changed places with Lenton at centre half.
The change seemed to work wonders. From the
very commencement of the game with the E.I.R., our
halves and backs seemed to take control of the game
Turner at centre half was simply magnificent. He held
the three inside attacking forwards with the greatest,
of ease and his passes to his forwards gave the E.I.R.
defence a busy time. About twenty minutes from the
start of the game Bing, who was playing in the
Tournament for the first time, gave us a very welcome
lead from about thirtyfive yards out, the ball hitting
the upright and going in.
This completely upset our opponents, for they
could do nothing right. Our defence had found their
form and they were much too good for the E.I.R.
forwards. L/Cpl. Williams at right back was kicking
particularly well.
From the time of the surprise goal by Bing until
just before the end of full time, most of the play was
in midfield, except for an occasional long shot at both
goals. Ten minutes from time, however, Turner put
Stocker through with a neat pass. Stocker got the
ball into the penalty area with only the goalkeeper
to beat when he was fouled in the back.
A penalty was awarded and Stocker took it and
scored. This ended up quite one of the best games
seen in the Tournament and qualified us for the semi
finals.
We met the 2nd Battalion The York and Lanes.,
the " Cup Holders " in the semifinals, and were full
of hopes of seeing ourselves in the finals, but this was
not to be, for though we were very evenly matched,
our opponents took advantage of a miskick by Lenton
and got through and scored early in the first half of the
game. This was the only goal of the match and in
spite of the many attacks we made on the York's goal
we were unable to score. L/Cpl. Edwards on one
occasion sent in a terrific first timer and was very
unfortunate in hitting the goalkeeper, who doubled
up, but the ball rebounded into play. On another
occasion L/Cpl. Stocker performed a splendid solo
effort. He got past first the centre half, then the right
back and left back and was only a few yards out of the/
goal, but while he was deciding in. which corner of the

goal he would put it, the ball was pushed off his toe
and so any hope of our retrieving the game was lost.
This qualified the Cup Holders to once again compete
in the final for the,coveted trophy. They were, how
ever, beaten by the 2nd Battalion The Sherwood
Foresters by four goals to two.
The other losers in the semifinals were the 1st
Battalion The Black Watch. We had to play them
for the semifinalists' Cups, the winners to receive the
Committee Cup and the losers the Wazir Ali Cup.
Our team apparently had not recovered from the
match with the York and Lanes, for we lost to the
Black Watch by three clear goals. However, we
congratulate the team on their performance and hope
they will get into the finals next year.
Our team was as follows :—
Goal: Pte. Horn; Backs: L/Cpl. Williams and
Pte. Long; Halves: Pte. Morris, Pte. Turner
(Captain) and Pte. Lenton ; Forwards : Pte. Foreman,
Pte. Bing, L/Cpl. Stocker, L/Cpl. Edwards and L/Cpl.
Ingram.
Reserves: Pte. Vasey (played in the first and
second rounds), Pte. Newbury and Pte. Prior.
Sergeants' Mess Shoot.
A very interesting  and enjoyable day was spent
on the ranges at Ranikhet when the Alma Barracks
Depot Sergeants' Mess shoot took place on 4/10/28.
Some good shooting was seen, especially by the Buffs
who practically carried iall before them.
Although four regiments took part, all the prizes
were taken by the Buffs and The Royal Corps of Signals
as will be seen by the appended score sheet. Sgt.
Blake especially distinguished himself and was
congratulated by the Commanding Officer.
Pool bulls, were obtained by. C.Q.M.S. Pratt (Buffs)
and Sgt. Fairchiid (Glosters) and were well worth
expending a few annas on as they were eventually
worth twentytwo rupees.
Several ladies were present and took quite an
interest in the shooting. Sgt. Perry (Caterer) and
Pte. Phillips (Barman) deserve a word of praise for
the excellent refreshments served up, as also do the
members who assisted in the movements of the bar
from one range to another.
RESULTS.
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©
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19
17
18
14
17
17
17
13
13
14
16
16
17
17
15
19
15
13
16
17
15

16
16
17
14
14
10
15
16
16
15
14
12
11
13
14
11
11
15
11
13
8
16
5

Is

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

Sgt. Blake (Buffs)
Sgt. Cross (Buffs)
C.Q.MA. Pratt (Buffs) ...
Sgt. Urquhart (R.C.O.S.)
Sgt. Richardson (R.C.O.S.)
Sgt. Crimmins (Glosters.)
R.S.M. Martin (Buffs) ...
Sgt. Turner (Buffs)
Sgt. Harris (R.C.O.S.) ...
Sgt. Mealqn (Buffs)
Sgt. Faulkner (Buffs) ...
C.S.M. Mould (Buffs) ...
Sgt. March (Dorsets)
Sgt. Curtis (Buffs)
...
Sgt. Falls (R.C.O.S.) ...
C.Q.M.S. Lane (Buffs) ...
Sgt. Sargent (Dorsets)" ...
Sgt. Norman (Glosters)
Sgt. Larkin (Buffs)
C.S.M. Ransley (Buffs) ...
Sgt. Hadaway (Buffs) ...
Sgt. Hebbard R.C.O.S.)*
Sgt. Swayne (Glosters) ...
Sgt. Fairchiid (Glosters) t
Only fired two practices.
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18
18
12
19
14
17
11
13
12
12
11
12
11
.9
9
6
9
7
7
2
4
—
10
10
11
—
—
14
tOnly tired one practice.

11
53
51
47
47
45
44
43 .
42
41
41
41
40
39
39
38
36
35
35
34
32
27
26
26
14
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PRIZE WINNERS.
Match 1.
Match 2.
Sgt. Blake
\.r. ... Rs. 9/ C.Q.M.S. Pratt
C.Q.M.S. Lane Jlle ... Rs. 9/ Sgt. Harris
Sgt. Blake
Sgt. Hebbard
Match 3.
Sgt. Urquhart
Sgt. Blake
Sgt. Cross

Rs. 12/
Rs. 2/
Rs. 2/
Rs. It-

Match 4.
Rs. 12/ Sgt. Blake
Rs. 13/
Rs. 3/ Sgt. Cross
Rs. 7/
Rs. 3/
(Signed) BISLEY BUNG.

Corporals' Mess.
Having been asked to write The Dragon notes by " Man John "
. himself, I will endeavour to give one and all an idea of how things
stand at the present moment in the " Shiney East."
First of all we must welcome all members of the Mess back from the
Hills (less plainsmen) and hope they are all preparing for the
forthcoming training at Delhi. Several games of football have taken
place this month by " Cpl. Deverson's Eleven." Rumour has it that
they are entering for the Durand Cup next year (that is, if no other
member gets a place in the team). Whilst on the subject, we offer
our congratulations to the Battalion Football Team in reaching the
Semifinal for the Durand Cup.
The Outram Institute invited the Mess to a Tennis At Home. Of
course, our Central Court Champion being present, we just managed
to win.
The next special item of interest was an invitation by the R. & K.
Institute to a Billiards Tournament. Again we managed to win.
This was followed by a dance which was enjoyed by all members
including Kid Starkey. The Mess returned the Tennis At Home to
the Outram Institute, followed by a tea which was excellently arranged
by Blinkers. Last, but not least, a social was given in the Sergeants
Mess and all members present were given a real good time. The Great
Oliver always looks forward to these events. Is it for the Exhibition
Cup ? (ask the Caterer). A great gathering of the Clan in,the Mess has
taken place just recently. Is it to hear all about Joe's Ivy or Marua ?
BEETLE NUT.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Did we know that Oliver could not play Hockey ?
Who is Ben Hur ?
Who took the flashlight photograph ?

Machine Gun Platoon.
" Phew!" is'nt it hot, and still no rain, but we
managed' to creep through at the expense of a wet
shirt and a big appetite.
This month has seen us in the midst of Sub
Section and Section Training and we sure have done
some stuff.
All Companies are now down from the Hills and
the Battalion is once more together. It seems so
crowded after the little Detachment we have had
down here all the summer. We are shortly to proceed
to Tighri, near Delhi, for the Machine Gun Con
centration. We are taking two Sections, which will
demonstrate to the remainder of the Division. Our
first two days will be spent under Ahmednagar
Instructors who will be preparing us for the
Demonstrations which are to be given by us for the
benefit of the Senior Officers. After which we get five
days off before starting Brigade and Divisional
Schemes. It is whispered that we get another five days
off before the Battalion arrives for manoeuvres. We
may get a chance to look round Delhi, that is if we
put the Battalion Camp up in time.
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We welcome back to the fold Lieut. J. R. P.
Williams, who has been away for six months " looking
for M.G. talent in the Sepoy line." Now we shall
get a move on and look " slippy " or we shall loose
our nickname " The Speed Kings of the U.P. District"
which we earnt last year. We now have three Officers,
Lieut. Oliver, Platoon Comdr., Lieuts. Williams and
Poster, Section Officers. Cpl. Redman is now back
with ns after his long rest at Ranikhet, but we are glad
he has made such a speedy recovery. TapTap came
down with him and well we know it, especially first
thing in the morning and after 2 p.m. in the afternoon,
when we are trying to get our siesta. We shall shortly
lose L/Cpl. Betts who is due to go home on a
Vocational Course. He will be a great loss, especially
on the Football Field.
In the field of Sport the Gunners have been very
active—mostly cricket, and of that I can say that we
have held more than our own. Football has been
mostly Company Games, of which at least five or six
Gunners have taken part. We are always doing
something during the recreational hours, 4.30 p.m. to
6.30 p.m. and I am sure we shall give a good account
of ourselves in the Harris Shield, especially as we have
Lieut. Williams and Foster. " What Ho " when we
form a Machine Gun Company in April, 1929. We
shall be at least uptodate.
It was decided to hold the third Annual Machine
Gunners Reunion Dinner on the 20th October. A
Committee was formed, namely Lieut. Oliver,
Sgt. Parks, Sgt. Thomas, Cpl. Jarvis and Cpl. Hoy.
We had the Gym. for the occasion and the Commanding
Officer kindly let us off church, and the Reserve
Gunners were not to be taken for any duties that day
or the next. The Gym. was got ready by volunteers
of the Serving Gunners under Sgts. Parks, Thomas,
Willing and Cpl. Jarvis. A very dismal looking
Gym. was turned into something like the " Hotel
Cecil" with a stage at one end and the tables arranged
and decorated picturesquely in red and white, the
M.G. colours.
The Dinner commenced at 8 p.m. We were
honoured with the presence of  the following: The
Commanding Officer, Lt.Col. Howard Smith, Capt.
Peareth, The Adjutant, Lieut. D. C. Coates, The
Purveyor of Spare Parts, Lt.andQr.M. A. W. Andrews
and our Platoon Officers, Lieut. G. L. B. Oliver,
Lieut.J.R.P. Williams and Lieut. J.H.N. Poster and last,
but not least, the R.S.M. H. J. Martin, C.S.M. I. M. W.
Beasly and C.Q.M.S. Holman, a reserve Gunner and
a man who keeps us on short pay, but who played the
game for this special occasion.
A very excellent dinner of six courses was served
by Mr. Wells, from " Norton's Cafe," and " buckshee
beer" went merrily. Beer could be obtained by
purchase after all the " Bucks" had gone, the bar
being ably looked after by Cpl. Hoy and Pte. Mellish,
who, we are sorry to say, wtire so busy that theyi were
unable to see anything of the Concert. In all 57
gallons of beer were put somewhere.
The Band rendered a delightful programme during
the evening and made the show very bright, under the
baton of Cpl. Selway.
Lieut. G. L. B. Oliver gave a speech to the tune of
many " hearhears," after which a Toast was given
to all Gunners who have left us. The Commanding
Officer was next to say a few words, and they were
complimentary to us all, followed by a few amusing
yarns, to which the lads responded with loud cheers.
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Lieut. Andrews was next and started pulling the officers
to pieces, namely Mr. Coates and Mr. Williams, which
ended in them both saying a few words in their defence.
The lads were tickled stiff, and so the evening
progressed merrily among much harmony rendered by
the lads in turn. S.M. Beasly and Sgt. Stace were to
the fore with their usuals and all who gave a turn did
their best to make the evening a great success. Mean
while the beer outside was being lapped up and
things were getting lively. Dancing came into play
in which everyone joined in, and it was great fun.
The Platoon Officers had large gatherings around
them, in which Bently challenged Mr. Oliver to
a weight lifting competition, two tripods being lifted
above the head, but the challenge was not accepted !
Captain T. R. Reid, M.C., who is away on a course,
sent a wire to show that he had not forgotten us, and
wished us all the best. Sgt. Burt, who we know would
have given anything to be amongst us, sent us his best
from Ahmednagar. The show ended amongst such
frivolity at midnight and everyone enjoyed themselves,
so we retired to the old feather and flips.
The show was a great success, which was shewn by
the number of thick heads next morning, but as there
was no Church, a layin worked miracles. (Ask Ash
Peter—not Roscoe's Dog !).
J.W.J.
THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

Was Ashford Peter minus knife, fork and spoon on
kit inspection, and how many times did he lay it down?
Did he lose that schoolgirl complexion ?
Who said " Kiss me, Dhursie " after the double
Tap ?
Who was it dressed up like a " ham bone " civvies
complete, and went on a midnight ramble (Tonga
included) to the station, and was two pieces short of
the fare ? Was he of the Calcutta Constabulary ?
Did " big head " lose his ambition when he tripped
over the horizontal bar ?
How many " Dummies" will " Porkey " throw
whilst at Camp, and will he let " Pecker" into
the secret ?
The M.O. has kindly lent us our Wireless Operator
for Camp as the 2 L.O. has been lacking lately. But
is only lent ?
Is Buller losing his backbone or is he an advert for
Razor Blades ? Perhaps Trimm can enlighten us ?
Why is he being fed on bread and milk ?
Did " Spearmint" hand the Cup over to the C.O.
on the 20th ?
When will RedMan start eating again, or are the
pies too hard ?
H.Q. Wing.
PERSONALIA.
Lieut. J. P. R. Williams has rejoined us from the Staff and we are
in the Hockey Team.
L/Cpl. Cadman, Pte. H. Pearce, Pte. C. Pearce and Bandmaster
Leach have left for U.K. where we wish them every success in their new
sphere of activities.
We congratulate Dibble, Leadbeatter and Clatworthy on their
appointment to the dizzy heights of unpaid LanceCorporal and feel
sure that they will continue to climb the ladder of fame in due course.
There has been practically no Company Games owing to one half
being on the Hills.

In passing, we must congratulate the promoters and organisers
on the excellency of the Machine Gunners Reunion Dinner. Every
thing went off smoothly and without a hitch. Some amusing yarns
were told and also some amusing remarks passed at their conclusion.

RANIKHET INTERCOY. LEAGUE.
"A" Coy. Dorsets ...
"D" Coy., Buffs ...
R.A.M.C. ...
"H.Q." Wing, Buffs
"A" Coy., Buffs ...
3rd Div. Signals ...
Details, Glosters. ...
Details Dorsets

Pld.
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7

IV.
6
5
3
4
3
2
1
0

L.
0
1
1
2
4
4
6
6

D.
1
1
3
1
0
1
0
1

Goals.
For Agst. Points.
33
6
13
10
4
11
8
9
17
10
9
17
9
6
11
12
13
5
7
26
2
22
1
6

COMPANY FOOTBALL LEAGUE.
Our fifth match took place on the 1st September, 1928 and our
opponents were; the Glosters. In this match we had rather an easy
journey, winning by the comfortable margin of 6 goals to 1. The
scorers in this match were:—Penfold, 3; S/Sgt. Johnson, 1 ; F. E.
Smith, 1 and Drury, 1.
Team ;—Sgt. Meakin ; Pte. Devison and Bdsm. Vincent; Bdsm.
Saunders, Pte. Bidwell and Drm. Burbridge; Drm. Arnold, S/Sgt.
Johnson, Drm. F. E. Smith, Pte. Penfold and Drm. Drury.
The next match of ours was played on the 3rd instant and we were
up against the best Company team in Ranikhet, i.e., "A" Company,
Dorsets, so it was not very surprising that we were defeated by 5 goals
to nil. The play was not so onesided as the score suggests.
Our team all played well, but were unlucky in not scoring.
Team:—Pte. Devison; Bdsm. Vincent and Bidwell; Drm.
Burbridge, Drm. Smith and Bdsm. Saunders; Drm. Drury, Pte.
Penfold, Bdsm. Glanfield, S/Sgt. Johnson and Drm. Arnold.
Our last match was played the following night against our own "A"
Company winning a good game by 1 goal to nil. ' Drm. Arnold put in
a splendid centre from the right wing which the goalie partially cleared
and Arnold, following up the ball, headed it into the net amid loud
cheers from the spectators. Well done, Teddy. The team was the
same as in the last match.

No. 3 GROUP.
Since our last notes there have been few changes in our contented
little Group. On the 1st of September all of us at Bareilly were pleased
to note the return of Pte. (Bunter) Ingram to us again, after his
dangerous illness, looking none the worse for wear (or would it be
better to say tear). However, after fourteen weeks in bed and a short
period of convalescence he is looking as well as we could expect.
A few days ago we received the information that the Detachment
of "H.Q." Wing ht Ranikhet had gained third place in the Ranikhet
Football League. This is to be considered as a well accomplished feat
since only half of the team are in the Hills. Incidentally, several of
our group lads were in the team and from private correspondence
I gather that they were the backbone of the side. The individuals
were Ptes. Bidwell, Penfold, Girling (Snowy) and (Longfellow) Deveson
who officiated between the sticks. You will gather from this that with
such good performers in the hills the rest of us at Bareilly have a
difficulty in getting a side at any game. However, we do, and you will
find our good results appended below.
By the time these notes reach the 1st Battalion in the jolly old
Dragon, several of the T.X. Wallahs of the Group will have departed
and incidentally nearly all of them AllRound Sportsmen as far as group
games are concerned. The names of the lads who are sweating are
Privates Pearce, Rogers, Mummery, Suggers, Barrell, Busby and
Girling, the lastnamed having been selected for the Home Establish
ment. All of these will be missed by the Old Group, especially Pte.
Barrell who is noted as an opposition. (Ask Biddy Boy).
On the 18th of September, our Reverend Friend left us to proceed
on a month's wellearned leave. We all wish him a very enjoyable
time and hope to see him in the pink on his return. During his absence
Pte. Busby is officiating as i/c Bungalow. In the next month's issue
I hope to inform you of his efficiency or otherwise in this capacity.
On the Cricket Field we have met with many successes and a few
defeats. The undermentioned are the results,to date.:—

CRICKET.
16828. No. 3 Group versus Signal Section. Won by 72 runs
(Barrell, 59, Barden 30, Gilding 12).
19_g_28. No. 3 Group versus "M.G.'s" Lost by 32 runs. (Lilly
white 15, Barrell 7 for 30).
29828. No. 3 Group versus Bareilly Sporting Club. Lost by 28
runs (Barden, 4 for 11, Barrell, 3 for 13, Bench, 2 for 6).
2928. No. 3 Group versus "C" Company. Won by 65 runs.
(Stroud, 24, Bench, 22, Barrell, 20, Barden, 7 for 19, Barrell, 2 for 5,
Bench, 1 for 14).
5928. No. 3 Group versus Signals." Won by 63 runs. (Barden,
64, Barden, 6 for 36, Gilding, 4 for 26).
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16928. No. 3 Group oersws Signals. Won bv 42 runs. (Barrell,
17, Barden, 1 for 10).
1+928. No. 3 Group versus Suddar Bazaar, Won by 3 wickets.
31^ tuns. (Barden, 29, Bench, 19 not out, Barden, 2 for 5, Gilding,
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Signallers v. "B" Company. Won 30. Honeysett, 3.
Signallers v. "C" Coy. D's. Won 80. Honeysett, 6; New
man, 2.
Signallers v. No. 3 Group. Won 31. Honeysett, 2 ; Hall, 1.

THINGS WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW.
We are practically settled at Bareilly now, after oiir " holiday " (?)
in the Hills. Ranikhet was not an ideal place for sport, there being
only one football ground, but we managed to have two or three games
with the Drums of the Dorset Regiment, and they proved far too good
for our team on each occasion. Perhaps it was because Harland was
at Bareilly on duty and Etheridge and F. R. Smith were also on the
plains for the Battalion Football Team Trials. While on the subject
of football, we congratulate the Battalion team on their splendid show
at Simla. Better luck, next year (but don't forget the hairCuts).
We shall be sorry to lose Lieut. Oliver when the "M.G." Company
is formed. Lieut. Coates has been appointed Adjutant and hc is taking
a great interest in the Drums generally. The lads are working like
Trojans these days. At Ranikhet we had to do Depot Retreat Beating
and the Drummers used to do combined practices in the afternoons
voluntary,owing to the fact that most of us were firing our course during
the morning. The Retreats went off splendidly and our solo drummer
showed the Dorset" bloke " how it should be done. Good pld " Ginger
Boy."
We,have had a fair amount of football since we came down and we
hope to have plenty more in the future. Hockey also seems a favourite
iu the Drums although it is only just lately that we have taken it up.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Can Pompey play football ?
And why was Tich Hyett crying when the results came out ?
Who killed Cock Robin ? Could the Band enlighten us ?
Did' some of the Drummers buy' postal orders and send them to
Ranikhet ?

Can " Ockerduse a razor. Ask " Uncle Chin "

Signal Section.
Since our last notes appeared several changes have taken place in
the Section.
Sgt. Sharp is back from leave and has had a very busy time since
preparing for classification which took place on the 11th, 12th and 13th
of October. We did very well, especially the Young Class, who had a
very short time for training.
We must congratulate Privates Smith, Ratcliffe and Styles for
tying for the Shield, each dropping one point; also Langsdon on win
ning a crested silver cigarette case for highest points in the young class.
L/Cpl. Baker is at present on a Course at Poona and judging by the
last letter received, he is doing very well.
Privates Standen, Aston and Coveney are back from the Hills and
the twolatter have been getting busy on the sports field. Coveney has
been appointed Football Representative for the Section and so far has
turned 1 or 2 teams out every night.
We must congratulate Privates Freddy Dibble, Turner and Lead
beatter on their appointment to LanceCorporal.
By the time these notes are in print several of the lads will be on
 their way home for transfer to the Army Reserve. Ptes. Aston, Parker
and Southon are amongst these, but I think they are having a small
shot at Duty before they leave.
On the Sports field, the Section in general has done quite good,
having 13 goals scored agsinst them and 37 for ; Pte. Honeysett scored
17 of this number.
L/Cpl. Buffy Newman is leaving the section on January the sixth
to attend a Vocational Course in England.
Pte. Ralph had the misfortune to rick his knee during a game of
football and was at once admitted to hospital. We wish him a speedy
recovery as heis missed very much on the left wing of our football team.
Privates Hector King and Fathersell have been selected to attend
a regimental cooks' course and if they had anything to do with today's
dinner, roll on when they are finished their course.

SPORT.
CRICKET.
Signallers v. Band. Lost by 10 runs. Aston, 22. Band, 94:
Signallers, 84 ; Southon, 5 for 40.

HOCKEY.
Signallers v. R.A. Lost 30.
Signallers ». S.B. Won 31. Aston, 2 ; Blanchard, 1.

FOOTBALL.
Signallers v. Transport. Won 71. Honeysett, 4; Hnii
King, 1 (penalty).

2:

Was Harding any relation to Oliver Twist ?
Was Tabs waiting for Mutt on the 211028 ?
Is Tommy 3 content when it is as it should be ?

HADENOUGHOFIT.

"A" Company.
Recently I have contemplated
Upon the price of Shirts Angora ;
Whilst the " high nobs " have debated
Upon the area around Almora,
' With concentrations at Hawalbagh
Their uppermost thought is forever " char."
Not being gifted as poet I must now express my thoughts in
another vein or else the Editor will be chasing me. Even now the last
line had to be suggested to me by the C.S.M., otherwise the conclusion
might have been more appropriate.
In a more serious frame of mind I shall now attempt to describe the
various events that have occurred within the .Company recently.
The principal news is, of course, that which deals with our move to
Hawalbagh in connection with the Training on Mountain Warfare.
No doubt the details I make mention of will prove to be uninteresting
to the company reader, but the people at home and some of the other
companies in the Battalion might possibly derive a certain amount of
interest from these lines.
A composite platoon under 2/Lieut. Craig left as advance party,
on the 13th of September and arrived, at Majkhali the same day where
bivouacs were made for the night. The next day the remaining
thirteen miles were completed and their arrival meant the speedy
erection of camp. A gruelling task iminediately awaited them in the
form of carrying the whole of the various stores and tentage to the
actual camping site and in this respect they all deserve a word of
praise for the able way in which the work was carried out despite the
adverse conditions.
The Company left on the 17th of September and arrived at camp on
the 19th none the worse for their adventure.
Parades commenced the next day and for a time we were kept rather
busy by reason of the fact that our demonstrators, the l/3rd Ghurkas
would officiate during the morning and in the afternoon we would
practice the respective lesson which we had witnessed beforehand.
The training was at all times made interesting and instructive,
but was made uncomfortable at times by the fact that a river had to be
repeatedly crossed during the exercises. As a matter of fact
this caused a certain amount of friction between the platoons because
one certain platoon managed to keep clear of the water throughout the
training and this they are now designated as the dry feet platoon.
We completed the period by giving in conjunction with the Dorsets
and the Ghurkas, a number of demonstrations to the G.O.C. Eastern
Command and other distinguished spectators.
All the company were pleased to see Mr. Spear, the A.D.C.
to General Sir John Shea, looking so well and it wasapparent that many
oldtime memories were exchanged with the older members of the
company. We offer him our congratulations on getting his first
Panther.
The end of September saw our departure for Ranikhet and this
journey was devoid of anything unusual, unless a financial cramp of
universal extent could be termed to be an unusual happening.
(The lads wanted blue lights, but got instead a glimpse of a Colman
QuickLite).
This move naturally curtailed our fixtures for sport and therefore
that part of the news is somewhat short. Nevertheless, I can make
mention of at least one success gained by the company and that is in
connection with the Ranikhet Hill Depot iutercompany crosscountry
run. Out of seven unit teams the company, with a splendid perfor
mance obtained first place, getting the team within the first sixteen men
of the whole Depot. The conditions were that eight out of a team of
twelve should count and the course was about four and a half miles in
length with plenty of " stiff going." Our team was as follows:—
Cpls. Bell and Hudson, L/Cpls>. Sovico, Wilkinson and Ptes. E.
Farbrace, Fox, Crowhurst, Hollands, Cornwell, J. Barnes, Burt and L
Dale and they all deserve congratulations. More so, Pte. Dale, our
first man home, Cpl. Bell, the trainer and to Pte. Marsh of "D" Coy.
we offer our congratulations for being the first men out of the whole
Depot, the order of finishing being:—1st, Marsh, "D" Coy.; 2nd,
Dale, "A" Coy.; 3rd, Cpl. Bell, "A" Coy.; 4th, Cpl. Hudson, "A"
Coy.
We have played a couple of friendly football matches since our
return, one being against "A" Company of the Dorsets which resulted
in a draw of 22. Crust found the net on both occasions. In our
next game our opponents were the detachment of'Dorsets and we fared
slightly better this time by registering a win of 21. This time Curtis
performed with a double.
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For this month I have no more news to relate with the exception
that we are due to return to the Plains within a few days, but I shall
leave the description of our downward move for next month's issue,
otherwise these lines will be too late for insertion.
Known by no other, I suppose these notes would not be considered
complete uniess they were finished off with the usual pen name o f :
" QUARTERGUARD.

"B" Company.
We deeply regret to announce the death of Sgt. C. Dennis, of our
Company, whilst attached to the Auxiliary Force as StaffSergeant
Instructor and our greatest sympathy goes out to his widow. It was
quite as a shock to us to lose such a popular N.C.O. All ranks will
remember him as being very cheerful and willing and he will be a great
loss to the Battalion.
2/Lieut. T. R. Hughes has joined the Company and will be a great
asset to our Hockey and Cricket Teams. We stand a good chance this
year of being at the top, although perhaps soon we will be losing such
stalwarts as Barnes (Hockey, Cricket and Football) and Isted (Hockey
and Cricket). Flisher has gone to U.K. (Football and Hockey).
L/Cpl. Ingram will be greatly missed at Football if he is lucky enough
to get on the Home Establishment.
Games have been in full swing lately. It is quite a job to
get enough gear to fix them up when four or five teams play every
night, but we manage to carry on alright. Now all the Companies are
down from Ranikhet there will be more matches and there will be some
very close when the Harris Shield Matches come along. We ought
to do very well in Cricket, Football and Hockey.
Nos. .6 and 8 have finished Platoon Training and Nos. 5 and 7
commence shortly in readiness for our trip to Delhi where we have a
rather long holiday doing Company, Battalion and Divisional Train
ing for about six weeks, arriving back on the 20th of December, just
in time for Christmas.
The following go home very shortly to U.K.Cpl. Richardson.
Pte. Hull and Pte. Robbins for Discharge ; Cpl. Richardson's shooting
abilities will be a loss to the Company and Pte. Hull has done very well
in the Company Hockey Team and Reserve Football Team.
The following are due for the Home Establishment this Trooping
Season Cpl. Wyles, L/Cpls.. Crouch, Ingram and Patterson and Pte.
Phelan. I hope they will do as well in the 2nd Battalion as they have
done in "B" Company and wish them the best of luck. L/Cpl. Ingram
will, no doubt, find a place in the 2nd Battalion Football Team,
although he is getting on a bit now, but isstill a crack shot with his left
Herewith Platoon Notes.:—
We must apologise for taking so much space, but our jolly old
pontoon were rather cut up with last month's little issue.
L/Cpl. Ingram has once again returned to the fold after travelling
with the Battalion Football Team which done some splendid perfor
mances in the Durand Tournament. More news about this
Tournament will be found on other pages.
There is not much, sport about which to write in dear old "5", but
we have heaps of " Danker " matches with the various platoons and
our old friends, the R.A. and the Hospital Orderlies.
Quite a shock was given to us with the news of our old Platoon
Sergeant's death jn Calcutta. We wish to tender our deepest
sympathy to Mrs. Dennis and children.
Our Platoon cricketer, Hobbs, is a busy chap these days and is in
great demand for his services as a batsman and run getter. Is it that
our platoon has a professional like his namesake ?
Well, no more at present except a few

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Does beer make a man drunk, or is the action of the gasses ? Ask
the Punkah Queen ?
Who is the C.S.M.'s understudy and was he congratulated by the
former and told that he is the best Orderly Sergeant in the Company ?
When is Freddie getting married ? Ask Frankie.

No. 6 PLATOON.

SHOES.

Since our last effort we have had no exciting games of Football,
but the " Dankers " have been putting up some good performances,
I expect some of them are getting ready for professional football in
England, such as Ding Dong (1938).
There is no news regarding Cricket and Hockey this month as the
main attraction is Football, (now that it is much cooler, 90°), although
we have some representatives in the Company Teams for Hockey and
Cricket and these have played some excellent games.
The Battalion Football Team has returned from Simla after a fairly
successful torn:. Pte. A. Morris of our Platoon was mentioned in the
papers for his good work in the team.
We have just completed a week's Platoon Training which I think
'everybody enjoyed, and I think that we proved a success.
(That's strange), and I wonder if we are looking forward to manoeuvres
at Delhi. It is rumoured that they will be very hard, but that is
nothing for a sturdy set of fellows that are in No. 6 Platoon, such as
our old Joe.

We ate sorry to have had to say goodbye to two of our Platoon,
Ptes. Flisherand Cooper, who have left us for U.K. and" Ciwie Street.
We all wish them a good journey and hope they wilt be successful in
their new sphere of life.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
When is Butch getting rid of the gout and also the skin of sausages;
is it a pedigree ? A voice from the open door; or was it the open
door ? Ask Durzey.
Is Joe Gym. Orderly or Gym. Instructor and when is he going to
put his swords up ?
When is Crutch going to get some more Cherry Blossom ?
W.H.A.

No. 7 PLATOON.

Since our last notes were published! news has been coming in like
an Indian Monsoon.
Our Platoon Sergeant (Sgt. Hodges) has left us for U.K. owing to
his wife being invalided home. We all wish her a speedy recovery
and that Ginger will have better luck in Blighty.
With regard to Sport we have been having our share. We played
"C Company and after a very good game, lost to them 43.
We are very sorry to lose Pte. Biscoe who has left us to join the
Civilian Army and we wish him the very best of luck.
Pte. L. Home, our Battalion and Platoon goalkeeper, has arrived
back from Simla looking quite fit and by all accounts he had a ripping
good time. " Well done, Leslie."
C.E.H.

No. 8 PLATOON.

We have not got much to say for ourselves this month as most of
our fellows have been away from the Company.
Pte. Foreman has just returned from Simla where he has been
nifing the air with the Battalion Football Team. Cpl. Cook is on leave
and we all hope that he is enjoying himself.
Sgt. Goss went to Pachmari on a course of Small Arms Training,
but had to leave there to go to Khanspur to visit his wife who is ill.
We all hope that she has a speedy recovery.
Some of the staff wallahs have come back to duty this month,
owing to Platoon training which I will dealwith next month.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.
Who was the man of No. 8 who, when asked by the Orderly Officer
what his orders were, said : " Allow no one to enter the safes " and did
he mean " Cells " ?

HEARD ON A LECTURE :
Instructor: " What is the opposite to attack? "
Pupil: " Defeat, Corporal."

Our Contemporaries.
We acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of
the following Journals :—
" Aldershot Command News."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
" St. George's Gazette."
" The Lion and The Rose."
" The Green Howards' Gazette."
" The Gunner."
" The Suffolk Regimental Gazette."
" The Die Hards.
" On The March."
" The Bugle."
" The Snapper."
" Royal Tank Corps' Journal."
" British Legion Journal."
" The Sapper."
" Royal Army Service Corps Journal."
" The London Scottish Regimental Gazette."
" The Chronicle of the Duke of York's R. Military
School."
" Hampshire Regimental Journal."
" Journal of the Hon. Artillery Company."
" The Black Diamond."
" The Oak Tree."
" The Red Hackle."
" The Queen's Own Gazette."
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The 2nd Battalion.
EDITORIAL.
CHRISTMAS, the season
of surfeit, is upon
.us again. May we without
delay convey to all our
scattered readers in all
parts of the world our
sincere hopes that the
 holiday and the New Year
that follows will find all
Buffs out wherever they
be, fill them with good
cheer and speed them on
their way with fresh vigour
for their several tasks.
In particular our thoughts
go out to our comrades in
the 1st Battalion, and wish they were with us
to celebrate the season : to our ' outposts ' in
Africa, which we have not forgotten to
remember, and to all the Past, wherever they
may be serving now, be it on the Bench or
Bar, or on a bench behind the Bar.
The past year has been a good one for us
and one of great progress. Whereas in 1927
the Battalion was a newcomer to Aldershot,
it has now found its feet.
It has done very well in sport, especially
crosscountry running : in shooting competi
tions, and on training.
We have received new Colours and claimed
our ancient privilege of marching through the
City with drums beating, colours flying and
bayonets fixed.
In fact the year has been one of great
interest and enthusiasm and one might venture
to say that, as far as the Battalion is
concerned, Buff has seldom, if ever, been spelt
with such a big " B " before.

NOTES OF THE MONTH.
The chief event of the month has been
the wedding of our adjutant, Capt. Foster
Hall. This was a brilliant function in every
respect and we are sure that if the success of
the ceremony and reception are any guide to
future events, Capt. and Mrs. Foster Hall are
assured of a very happy and prosperous
married life.

We were very pleased to see our golfers return with
so many trophies and offer our congratulations to Lieut.
. Colonel Crookenden, Lt. King an d2/Lt. Reeves on their
successes. The Present has shewn the Past how to
rlri it.

The Battalion has spent a week of the last month
on its annual digging task and has now started
individual training.
We note toat the 1st Battalion are very pleased
about their football, but so are we. In the Aldershot
Command Leagues we are doing well and in the Army
Cup we got through the first round by beating the
R. Corps of Signals 5—2 and the second round by
defeating the Royal Engineers 4—1. Enthusiasm is
running very high and there are great hopes for the
future. These games are described elsewhere in this
issue.
We were very pleased to see Capt. Witts of the 4th
Battalion who completed a fortnight's attachment to
us. We hope he did not find his time too hectic and
that he will pay us another visit soon.
The Battalion attended the Armistice Day Service
in Marlborough River Church on November 11th, and
the Band played at the Farnborough British Legion
Service.
MajorGeneral Cubitt has taken over command
of the 2nd Division and Brigadier PittTaylor
relinquishes his command of the 5th Infantry Brigade
on Jauuary 1st. We hope to welcome our new
commander soon on parade.
V.L.B.
Football.
We started the season as well as we usually do,
opening with a couple of Senior League wins before
sustaining our first defeat from our near neighbours
and friends, the 1st Battalion D.C.L.I. But for the
present, League matches are of only secondary
importance, the Army Cup providing us with the real
thrill. We have so far got through two rounds, a thing
we have not done, some say, for over thirty years.
Perhaps this bodes well for the future, and we all wish
the team the same good luck in the next few rounds.
We have got a very sound and enthusiastic team under
the inspiring leadership of ' Tut' Marsden, and owe
much of the team's success to his enthusiasm and
clever play.
Lieut. P. Dare is still as keen as ever and is training
the side with his usual success. He has realised that
the team being on the small side, our only hope is to
get on to the ball quickly and then pass out with long
passes. Several spectators have remarked on the
quickness of our forwards on to the ball, and as
they are all untiring in their efforts, they ought to go
even further into the competition.
. The Junior League are also doing well, having lost
only one match (with only ten men) so we have some
quite promising reserves.
FIRST ROUND ARMY CUP

V.

"A" CORPS SIGNALS.

This game was played on our own ground in pouring
rain. We won the toss and they started off with the
wind and rain in their faces. For the first ten minutes
we looked as if we might score at any minute, but the
wind made the ball very hard to control. After a time
the Signals began to get more of the ball and from one
of their raids our goalkeeper was at fault with a long
shot, which he only partially saved, and the ball was
rushedlinto the net. This seemed to waken the side
upland Cpl. Lee scored a fine goal, after very smart

THE DRAGON

402

work with the wing and centre forward. Cpl. Coade,
on the right wing, was playing a wonderful game and
only some really brilliant goalkeeping kept us out.
At the other end, however, their forwards shot
on every possible opportunity and we were extremely
lucky to see one or two shots go just wide. However,
they scored two more before half time, our goalkeeper
again being at fault, but it must be admitted their
halves were playing a very fine game, giving their
forwards plenty of chances.
With the wind and rain in our faces, and 1—3
against us, the position did not look too bright,
especially when they started off in very smart fashion.
Our goalkeeper by now had settled down, and saved
the side on two occasions.
Our forwards suddenly woke up and Cpl. Coade and
Cpl. Lee between them scored the second goal. It was
evident Cpl. Marsden had seen the weakness in their
backs, because he kept sending out lovely ground
passes to the wing men, who had the backs completely
beaten time after time. Only some really bright
goalkeeping kept us out. After a time it was evident
that we were bound to score soon. Their forwards
were completely held by our halves and it was not
surprising when Cpl. Cunningham scored a good goal
from one of Cpl. Marsden's lovely ground passes.
The excitement increased.
A few minutes afterwards Cpl. Coade got clean away
and from his centre Cpl. Cunningham gave us the lead
for the first time in the match. Everybody was
playing up well and gave the Signals no time to settle
on the ball. Their forwards were greatly handicapped
by a large muddy patch in front of goal, and they
could not stand up at the critical moment.
A few minutes from time Cpl. Cunningham went
clean through on his own, thus completing his hat
trick. Thus ended a remarkable game, in which great
credit must be given to the team for winning 5—3,
after being 1—3 at halftime.
It would be utifair to pick out any special names
for praise, as all played well above form.

away on leave. The Battalion commences a series of
weekly runs on 13th November and finishes
at
Christmas, when a new programme will be arranged.
The chief object of these runs is to get a team of thirty
for the Group run oh December 4th. This is our first
important run; we may not be quite so fit as some of
the other units in our group, as it is rather early in the
season for us. But should any but the D.C.L.I. beat
us, I am sure we shall turn the tables on them before
the end of the season.
The Platoon Shield will be competed for early in
J anuary, and the InterCompany Competition about
the third week of the same month, in order that the
best Company Team can be trained for the Command
Company Competition which takes place on 5th
February next.
Of last year's team we have Pte. Walton, 2/Lt.
R. F. Parry, Pte. Lewis, L/Cpl. Spence, Ptes. Divers,
Frost, Pooley, Stevens and Burgess, Cpl. Handscomb,
Pte. Nolan, L/Cpl. Braidwood, Ptes. Toms, Bard and
Knight. Our new additions, which I think will prove
valuable before the season is finished, are Ptes. Hurley,
R. Wilson, T. Frankham, Fox and Bell. Others who
will be useful are Ptes. Jeffery, Rowe, Stead, L/Cpls.
Norris and George, Ptes. Bone, Clarke and Smith,
Cpl. Kerry, Ptes. Baker (H.Q.), Burgham and Wales.
If all the above attend the regular training runs and
take an interest in the work, I am sure we shall not be
lacking in talent by the time that the Command run
comes along. All must remember that there is heaps
of room for improvement, then they will do well.
At the end of the last season I predicted us being
in the first three in the Army this year. This depends
on how our team is left. If our good men are taken
away it is hopeless.
I hope to give a good account of our Group run
next month.
, .„
A.V.O.
Rugby Football.
FIRST ROUND ARMY CUP.

Cross Country Running.
The cross country running season of 192829 is now
getting into full swing. Our Battalion team has
cbmmenced light training,and already shows promise
of renewing our successes of last season. It is hoped
that it may even improve upon them. This must
depend entirely on how we are able to keep the team
together, as we have already lost several good men
from last year's team. Being present at many
meetings in the Command and viewing various teams,
the writer finds that this is not the case with other
units; all of their old faces are present. Before
recording our activities of this season, perhaps it would
be as well to review our work of last year.
As many readers will no doubt remember, in the
Group Rim in December, 1927, we were next to last;
in the Command Company Competition "C" Company s
tea.ni

was

eighth \ in

the

Command. ^InterUnit

Competition the Battalion was fourth, being beaten
by onlv 23 points for the third place by the East
Yorks." The Army Championship found us fifth in
the Army, when we had the satisfaction of beating the
East Yorks by a margin of 126 points.
Beside these runs the Battalion carried out a series
of runs for all, which greatly improved the allround
standard of cross country running throughout the
Battalion. This year, the Battalion team commenced
light training in October, when, of course, many were

Buffs, 4 penalty goals (12 points); R.A.S.C.
Training College, 2 penalty goals (6 points).
The score gives a good idea of the game, as the
goals scored were from only a few of the very numerous
penalties given. The play was rather scrappy and
handling in the scrum and being offside caused a large
number of penalty kicks, from which if anything, our
opponents suffered more than we did.
The game started with an early score to the
R.A.S.C., but at half time the Buffs led by 9 points to
3, after having experienced a very uncomfortable ten.
minutes or so, during which the R.A.S.C. all but scored.
They were twice, in fact, pushed over the corner flag.
After half time the Buffs took more hold. For the
last twentyfive minutes they pressed hard and should
have scored on at least two occasions. All our goals
were kicked by 2/Lt. Reeves and were by no means
all from easy positions.
Several other matches have been played, but in
none of these have we been able to raise a strong side
owing to the numbers on leave.
We have played the K.O.Y.L.I., Nos. 1 and 4 Coys,
of the R.M.C. and the D.C.L.I. in various practice
games and it is hoped to include in our next number .
an account of the first
round of the Aldershot
Command Cup.
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Sergeants' Mess.
During the month we have had one or two changes
in our membership, mainly on account of Permanent
Staff Instructors of the Territorial Forces becoming
Tour expired. The changes are :—
DEPARTURES.—Sergeant Trice to Regimental Depot
for a Tour of Duty; Sergeant Field to School of
Signals to undergo refresher course; R.Q.M.S. Cook
and family to Army Vocational Training Centre,
Chiseldon, to undergo a course of Overseas settlement;
Sergeant Marsh to 4th Battalion, The Buffs, as P.S.
Instructor in place of Sgt. Buxton, who is shortly
rejoining; Sergeant Amos, discharge to pension.
ARRIVALS.—Sergeant Dennis, from 4th Battalion
The Buffs, whose place has been filled by Sergeant
Sidwell; Sergeant Carvell, from City of London
Regiment, whose place has been filled by Sergeant
Hodges.
We hope that Field may come back with the best
of reports in the " FlagWagging " line ; then we can
say " He knows some stuff."
In all probability we shall never see R.Q.M.S. Cook
and his family again, unless they manage to slip up this
way for a few days on leave, prior to departure for
Canada. In any event, we sincerely hope that they
will get on as well as they deserve to, and that when
" Badger " has made his pile out yonder, he will some
times think of the old mess, of which he has been a
member for a considerable number of years.
Sergeant Amos was presented with a beautiful
clock on the eve of his. leaving the service, but we have
not. said goodbye to.v him, as he has obtained
employment with the Air Force Police at Farnbprough,
and his employment is only about a quarter of an
hour's walk away from these barracks.
Our congratulations to Wade on his promotion to
full sergeant, and to McNulty and Nash on their
appointment to LanceSergeant. We welcome the
new members and hope that their stay may be nothing
but enjoyment. Apropos of promotions, we also
congratulate John Kelsey on his rise, and hope that
these few words may be read by him during some of
the lonely hours he has with the Royal West African
Frontier Force, where we hear he is doing well.
We also welcome to the Mess Bandmaster Leach
of the 1st Battalion, who has, unfortunately, been
invalided home. At the time of writing these notes
he is on leave and will remain so until the New Year.
It is hoped that he will come to us absolutely fit again
and ready for anything.
Entertainments have not been too free during this
last period, but we have managed to fit in a couple
of Whist Drives and Dances, the first of which was
held on 30th October and the second on 13th
November. They were both well attended and the
usual enjoyable programme was carried out. It is
noteworthy that in the former, L/Sgt. McNulty ' carted'
the first prize. This was the first one of these functions
he had attended on his appointment to L/Sergeant.
The Command Sergeants' Billiard League has
commenced and our team sustained a defeat in their
first match versus 2nd Norfolks on our own table by
35 points. A very narrow margin, which next time
may be turned the other way round. We hope so.
On the 14th November our Adjutant was married
at All Souls' Church, to Miss Margaret Ellis, the
majority of our members attending this function.
The Adjutant is now on leave, but we one and all wish
him every happiness and success whilst running in
double harness.
ORCWAL.

During the last month education has claimed a great
deal of time and consequently I am rather behind
with my notes. It is possible that I have missed
several items of interest that have taken place in the
Company, but what I have " lost on the roundabouts,
I have gained on the swings " as the saying goes.
I was talking to Spice, our storeman (who is
" punching up " for his 2nd Class Certificate, the other
day, and during the course of our conversation the
question of English Grammar arose. Spice was rather
proud of his abilities on this subject. In fact he told
me he was quite good.
That was Thursday morning. The same day ^ at
tea time our storeman called for silence in the Dining
Hall. We all honoured him by keeping quiet and toe
following is the short, grammatical speech which he
delivered unto us :—
" Those people whats got washing round the stores,
go round and git it."
Self praise is no recommendation " Wag," but still
we wish you success in your examination on toe 30th
November and also toe others of our Company who
sit on that date.
An examination for 3rd Class Certificates was held
on the 12th November at which Ptes. Cropton,
Bartholomew, Pettitt and Pullman sat. We all hope
they were successful in obtaining the necessary
percentage of marks to pass. If they did they have
something to he proud of, because they will have
altered our percentage of uncertificated men, which at
present is higher than any other Company in toe
Battalion, a fact of which we are far from being proud.
Congratulations to L/Sgt. Nash on his appointment.
During toe month our CompanySergeantMajor,
C.S.M. MacWalter, had the honour of being selected
to attend toe unveiling of a Memorial in France, a fact
of which we were very proud as he was the only Buff
who went to the ceremony.
Our Battalion SubEditor has offered the prize of
a year's free Dragons for the best story submitted to
him for the Christmas number, but up to now only one
person in our Company has made an attempt at it.
His name I will not divulge, in case he does not win toe
prize. This, I think, should encourage our young
wouldbe story writers to try their hand, but they are
not very quick in coming forward.
By *hi> time next month the second leave party
will be away enjoying themselves and those that have.
to remain in Barracks during the holiday will be
looking forward to a good time. This they are certain
of, for The Buffs never do things by halves.
As these will be the last notes before Christmas,
we'all join in wishing all Buffs, Past and Present, a very
merry and happy Christmas.
TRY THIS ONE.

Problem.—A man went to market and bought one
or more of each of the following animals at toe prices
stated: cows, £5 each; sheep, £1 each; rabbits,
1/ each. He spent exactly £100 and bought 100
animals. How many of each did he buy ?
(See next month's notes for solution).
Corporals' Mess.
Since my contribution last montli, Cpl. Parrett has been doing his
best to get us sone Football fixtures, with varying success, as you will
uuderstand before you have finished reading these notes.
On October 19th we played a return match against the D.C.L.I.
Corporals, on their ground. This proved to be a v^ry S°°d same
indeed, with but one disappointment, which was the fact that out of
about 70 Corporals clear of duty, there were less than ten who turned
out to see the match. Every member of the Mess knows quite well
that our team is really wellworth watching and I hope that in future
there will be a much greater number of spectators to cheer the team on.
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During the whole of the game, our forwards were pressing hard and
in the first half were leading by 4 goals to nil. Soon after the halftime
interval, rain commenced to fall and continued to do so until the end
of the game, making play more difficult. At the close of play the
score stood in our favour to the tune of 63. I will not
attempt to throw out any bouquets to individuals, but will say that the
whole of the team put up a splendid show. The team was as follows :—
Sanders, Goatley, Robbins, Norris, Harper, Cunningham, Viney, Coade,
Marsden (Capt.), Lee and Watts. The goalscorers were :—Marsden, 2 ;
Viney, 2 ; Watts, 1 ; Harper, 1.

On behalf of the Corporals, I offer to Cpl. Towerzey and his
Committee, and other helpers, our hearty thanks and congratulations
on producing a rattling good show, which I am sure was thoroughly
enjoyed by everyone present:

A match was played by the Battalion Team against "A" Group
Royal Corps of Signals on 26th October, in the 1st Round of the Army
Cup, when the Battalion won by 5 goals to 3. Goals :—Cunningham,
3; Lee, 2. This is where the Corporals feel the rub. In the Battalion
team that turned out and beat R.C. of S. that day there were eight
members of the Corporals' Mess—very gratifying indeed, but since
then we have not been allowed to take any of the 1st and 2nd Team
players or reserves. This means that when we challenge another Mess,
we do so, knowing that we cannot have eighteen of our best men !!

Before closing I have a message for All Buffs, Past and Present:
The Corporals of the 2nd Battalion wish you, one and all, a very enjoy
able Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.

Not in the least daunted, Cpl. Parrett went out boldly and
challenged the Corporals of The Norfolk Regiment and this game was
played on 7th November. Our team on this occasion (Pitch, Clinker,
C. Foad, Johnson, Reynolds, Hill (M.G.), Hobson, Tracey, Hands
comb, Gowen and Gowers) showed us that in spite of our heavy
handicap, we can still find more footballers in the Mess. After a hard
tussle, we won this match by the odd goal in three. It has been
suggested that, as soon as we are able to put out our strongest team, we
challenge the whole world. This is, you will fully understand, slightly
exaggerated, but the challenge is open to any team in the Battalion,
to be picked from any ranks, all ranks, any company, or all companies.
Cpl. Parrett will be pleased to subscribe our name to any fixture cards.
Let us hope we do not lose !

By jove, how time flies ! Christmas almost upon
us and we hardly know it. Soon we shall be preparing
for the general " bust up " which always takes place
at this time of the year.

In last month's notes I made mention of certain L/Cpls. who were
living in hopes of a sea voyage; we are glad to say that Braidwood
and Norris have " dodged the column," and trust that by this time the
other two will be thinking of settling down in their new home.
There have been a few other departures from the Mess, namely,
Cpls. McNulty and Nash on appointment of LanceSergeant; Cpl.
Pack and L/Cpl. Crouch on discharge. We wish them all the best of
luck, whether it be in the Sergeants' Mess or in civilian life.
While on the question of Promotions and Appointments, there are
others to be mentioned and congratulated :—L/Cpl. H. Wilson to Cpl.;
L/Cpls. Banks and Toms put on the Paid Roll, also A. Hills and
Cannon. We can also boast several additions to the Mess:—George,
McLennan, and Charlton being appointed U/P. LunceCorporais.
Surely this trio is a great asset, two of them being in the Band and one
in the Cookhouse. I might mention that our other representative
in the Cookhouse (L/Cpl. Clark) is now on a Vocational Course and
therefore Charlton has " saved our bacon " in that direction. He is,
naturally, appointed Bacon Boiler to the Mess. (Social Functions).
Cpl. Towerzey, who is the President of our Indoor Committee,
promised me last month that I should be able to record this month
either a Dance, _ Whist Drive or Smoker. At very short notice, he
produced last night (9th November), an excellent Smoking Concert,
to which the Officers and Sergeants were invited, and furthermore,
received in good numbers. We were very pleased to see our Command
ing Officer present, together with Major Jackson and several other
officers. The Sergeants did well in their efforts to cause an overflow
meeting, although they were not quite successful. The Reading Room,
in which the function was held, was full, not nearly, but quite, there
being between 90 and 100 present. The programme, which was
produced by,the Committee, with the help of Sgt. Diamond (for which
we are rqpgh .obliged) proved highly interesting, not to mention amusing.
Unfortunately, owing to lack of space, I am nor permitted to describe
in detail every item on the programme, but would like to mention how
much Pte. Walton's songs, " Oldfashioned town," and" Barley Mow,"
were appreciated, also the humorous turns of the inimitable Lachrie,
who, in one turn, was assisted by our Billie (pronounced " Monty"
in the female vocabulary), and a decidedly interesting car—O.K.99.
Other items were contributed by various members of both the
Sergeants' and Corporals' Messes, Cpl. Vine causing much merriment,
and, I am given to understand, discomfort to those who work on the
morning after the night before. Speeches were made by the Acting
President, Cpl. Towerzey, for the Corporals, Lieut.Col." Crookenden
for the Officers and R.S.M. Vaughan for the Sergeants. During his
talk to the assembled throng, Cpl. Towerzey (with assistance)
introduced to the uninitiated, THE DIDO, which, unfortunately, has not
been receiving the respect and homage due to it, during the past few
years. The ceremony of salaaming caused much amusement and
I cannot help thinking that Cpl. Towerzey will have his time filled,
should he attempt to carry out his promise that the DIDO shall receive
the homage due.
Lieut.Colonel Crookenden's short, but very interesting speech,
was received with much applause. R.S.M. Vaughan, in his reply, on
behalf of the Sergeants, made clear the fact that these functions could
be and would be carried on. This was greeted with loud prolonged
cheers.
After three hours of thorough enjoyment, the company joined
hands and sung the famous " Auld Lang Syne," followed by the " THE
KING," and then filed away, some to bed, others to another function
at the D.C.L.I.

I am now looking forward to Cpl; Towerzey arranging a Dance
and a Whist Drive, botli of which he has promised for this month,
in order to make copy for The Dragon, which is normally the cause of
much worry and anxiety for me, when I am reminded by our Sub
editor that the time is drawing near when Dragon correspondents are
to get busy and complete their notes.

ELDEVRE.

"A" Company.

Before I start to write about Christmas though,
I must say a few words about the events which have
taken place since the last edition of this journal.
Once again we have had our Company Commander
changed. This time Captain W. B. Griffiths has taken
Command and the whole Company join me in giving
him a hearty welcome.
The first leave party have returned and they were
all very much depressed on learning they had got to
work for their living. Work they had to, for the
Battalion's digging week commenced the first Monday
they were back.
However, they all pulled through very well, and
except for a few blisters are none the worse for their
strenuous week's work.
The Draft for the 1st Battalion has sailed and by
this time are quite used to the sea. Only one of our
Company who should have gone " dodged " it. This
was Pte. Morecroft, but it was through no fault of his
own, as he is still in hospital, having been admitted
whilst on leave. We all hope that he is rapidly
recovering and will soon be well enough to rejoin us.
Another of our notabilities has been admitted to
hospital this week. This is Pte. Dunkling, who is
suffering from a badly poisoned hand. We all wish
him luck and hope that his hand will soon heal.
Two 1st Battalion men have been posted to us,
Ptes. Hare and Pearce. The former has gone on leave
pending discharge and the latter is in Netley hospital.

M.G. Platoon.
As usual, notes will be short this month, but I can at least find an
excuse, a genuine one. For the past month the entire Company has
been on Annual Furlough, returning on the second instant. During
our absence we have had increases to the Company, details of which
were given in these columns last issue and they are to be taught how to
appreciate the name " Machine Gunner," commencing this week.
There is no reason why they should not attain to the high standard
demanded by our Company.
Since returning from leave we have completed our Annual" Digging
Week " and have had little time for the more pleasant occupations.
We have, however, found time to beat "H.Q." Wing at Football
(score 41) in a very fine game. Adding to this our defeats of "A"
and "B" Companies earlier this season, and in view of that fact that
our best team was not available it must be agreed that our chances
in the intercompany tournament are distinctly rosy.
The supply of ammunition in the belt having become exhausted,
the gun ceases to function, hoping for a better supply next month.
VICKKRS GUN
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" B " Company.
Hello, everybody, including " Old Sweats " and those conceited
enough to think themselves such.
Many glowing posters announcing the prospects of seeing the world
at the expense of the country, have induced " severial " bright, brawny
boys to join this old establishment, but at present they are doing their
" utterest " to reduce the weight of the selfsame planet. No doubt
you think that all the above palaver refers to the excavation duties
at the Arena and other wellknown cities—you are quite right, but, to
quote the old tag—" miff said."
Our numbers have been greatly increased during the past week or
so. due to members returning from leave.
We are switching over to Mars now for a confidential chat, so
Cheerio !
H.E.R.S.

"C" Company.
As our Subeditor remarked in The Dragon last month, almost
before we have had time to look over the past year's training, we
commence yet another.
Those N.C.O.'s and men of the Company who proceeded on furlough
have returned from their wellearned rest and are spending the first
week at duty on digging parties. This week's digging lakes away
almost every man, so during this period little has been done except
work.
The Company commences Individual Training 011 Monday, 12th
November, finishing
on 8th December. This is the start of our
new year of training and we hope that the coming year will prove as
successful as the past one ; there is room for a great deal of improve
ment in many ways. It is hoped that all will have made the most of
the instruction they will have received by the time that these notes
appear in print and then, having received good instruction, they will
continue to practice on their own, for it is continual practice that
counts. On completion of Individual Training, there will be a good
number of N.C.O.'s and men to go 011 leave. These N.C.O.'s have been
kept back to attend various courses, and the men to fire their annual
course as casuals. The result of the firing was not all that could be
desired, although there was improvement toward the end of the course.
An outstanding feature of the Individual Training will be the increased
activitv in the education department. Every effort is being made to
make uncertificated men an unknown thing in the Battalion. Now,
there are ten of you in the Champion Company ; this should not be so.
With the extra Instruction you are receiving and are about to receive
a better result has to be obtained. Work at it in your spare time and
get your N.C.O.'s to help you. Whilst on the subject of Education,
we must congratulate L/Sgt. McNulty and Cpl. Riley 011 passing two
subjects towards their hirst Class Certificates ; they are attending
school for the other two, which we hope they will pass in March next.
My next item will be a tender one for some of the Company ! It
refers"to the sale, or rather lack of sale, of The Dragon. We have never
held a high position where tlus subject is concerned ; whether the
C.p.M.C. is a bad salesman, or we, in general, are bad buyers, I do not
know. Anyway, all real Buffs buy a Dragon each month, they do not
wait until THE" BUFF buys one and then read it for him during the
time that lie is away 011 duty. 1 hope that these notes get the large
print again this month.
By the time that the December number is published, the Champion
Compauv will have been adjudged the Best Shooting Company for the
vear, 1928 ; this is oti the result of the annual course. Next year,
we hope to reach an even higher standard. Shooting can be a very
profitable proposition, as lias been proved by many N.C.O.'s and men
of the Company. Ask them about their winnings last year. Are you
going to win some during the coming year ?
Courses away from the Battalion are shortly to claim a number
of our Officers, N.C.O.'s and Men. 2/Lieut. H. P. Williams is attend
ing a course under the arrangements of the Battalion Signalling Officer,
prior to attending a course at the School of Signalling at Cattcrick.
Lieut. P. T. G. LyndenBell will soon be leaving the Battalion Weapon
Training Cadre to attend a course 011 Chemical Warfare at Winter
bourne Gunner. Sgt. Wade is at the School of Education, Shorncliffe
until 20tli December and we hope to wash out the " Uncertificated "
soon after his return. Pte. Taylor has proceeded to the R.A.S.C.
College to attend a Cooks' Course. He will be a useful man. Ptes.
Surridge, Beaumont and Puunett have gone to make friends with the
horses of the 4th Field Battery—we hope they will treat them kindly
for the sake of another six men who have to attend a transport course
there 011 1st January next. I./Cpl. Terry commenced a preliminary
course at the A.S.P.T. 011 12th November, passing 011 to the long course
if successful 011 the preliminary. We iiope that lie does well, as the
Company is now short of P.T. Instructors, having sent ours to the
Depot. Sgt. Ross has left us and gone to Willesden for posting to the
9th Battalion Middlesex Regiment, T.A., as a permanent staff
instructor, but we hope he will keep in touch with the Regiment. Pte.
Gardner has completed his course at the A.V.T. Centre, and has been
granted a month's working leave and if successful, lie will apply for
early discharge. Pte. Gardner did 11s well during his stay with the
Company. He is bound to succeed in Civilian life. Ptes. Hurley and
Lewis are spending their time 111 Hospital at the moment; we hope
that they both soon get fit, as they are two strong links in our running
team.

Beneath Bell Harry.

S

U R E L Y it cannot be
this number in which
one fills a certain amount
of space by wishing every
one else a happy Christ
mas ! And yet by the
time the December notes
are in print, it will be the
January of another year,
and it would never do to
bestow one's Christmas
greetings as late as that.
That would not be the
sort of way to go 011 at
all, as ' Captain Bayonet'
would say in Punch.
However, at the risk
of appearing premature
and although we do not,
ourselves, feel particularly
Christmassy at the moment, we will wish now everyone
a very happy Christmas : at any rate we ought to hit
the 1st Battalion round about the right date.
Events at the Depot have been rather few and far
between. On Armistice Day there was a military
service in the Cathedral, attended by the Depot and
Continued on page 406.
2 n d B a t t a l i o n — Continued.
Our congratulations are due to the following on Promotion :—
Sgt. Burville to C.Q.M.S., L/Sgt. Wade to Sergeant and Cpl. McNulty to
L/Sergeant.
At Football we have played several friendly games and the result
lias been good, but the old fault begins to appear; that is, of being
too good. When N.C.O.'s and men are selected to play for tlicir
company they should bear in mind the team spirit and forget the
individual. They should always credit the fellow 011 the other side
witli as much knowledge of the game, even if he does not happen to be
a regimental player.
We congratulate the Battalion Team on appearing in the Second
Round of the Army Cup ; we hope they go on. We were extremely
pleased to see the team win, especially as we were represented by no
fewer than five players, i.e., Cpl. Coade, I,/Cpls. Spence and Lee, Ptes.
Garratt and Rhodes.
Our Company Matches (all friendlies) were :—
Against "A" Company : a win for us by 2 goals to 1.
Against "H.Q." Wing. This was against the full Wing. We lost
32. I11 this match we were unfortunate to lose one mail of the team
three minutes after halftime, as Pte. I've had to leave the field owing
to a damaged knee. In a return match, the following day, we were
successful, winning by 4 goals to 3. This was a good match,
botli teams being stronger than on the previous day. Our team
consisted of :—Rhodes, goal ; Hobson and Church, backs ; Norris,
Spenee and Fox, halfbacks ; Coade, Burgess, Lee, Garratt and Nye,
forwards.
At Rugby, the Battalion has done well to get through the First
Round of the Army Cup. Ill this game we were represented by Lieut.
Nicholson and Pte. Young—hardly our share. Lieut. LyndenBell
and Pte. Milne were reserves. Cpls. Riley and Norris have played at
times.
Boxing is taking up the spare time of a few members of the
Company, but only a few. This should not be so, for I am sure that
excellent instruction is available at the Gym. L/Cpl. Real puts
in many hours of hard training and would be fully satisfied if only he
had a gym. full of those eager to learn. All should remember that
they go to the gvni. to learn, so it is not necessary to be experienced
before attending. L/Cpl. I,ec, Ptes. Griggs, Ranee, O'Connor, and
Brigstock are amongst our regular attendants at this place of sport.
Crosscountry running is beginning to get into swing and most
members of the company team are in training and it looks as if we
shall have a good team. The Battalion runs will be over by the lime
these notes appear. I hope to find most members of the Company in
"A.l " Group : Heaven help those in "C.3."
A.V.O.
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a detachment of the Guards. The service was most
impressive and the Cathedral was overflowing, with the
result that thousands who were unable to gain
admission were left standing in the Precincts—equally
impressive from the spectacular point of view. Major
General Sir Arthur LyndenBell came all the way
from near Sevenoaks to attend the service and we were
delighted at being able to entertain him to lunch
afterwards.
At the end of last month we had a Regimental
Guest night, when we invited. the 4th Battalion to
dinner. Colonel Burns and twelve officers were able to
come and we sincerely hope that they enjoyed
themselves as much as we did, both this year and as
their guests last year.
A few selected N.C.O.'s of the 4th Battalion and
Lieuts. Geering and Rose have recently undergone
a fortnight's course at the Depot. While still on the
subject of the 4th Battalion we should like to say how
much we enjoyed the prizegiving organised by Major
Dean and "B" Company, the 4th Battalion.
There will doubtless never be lack of sports news
at the Depot, but these usually receive a separate
heading, as in this number. We received rather a big
disappointment in our defeat by the Seaforth High
landers in the first round of the Army Hockey Cup,
but no one, either players or spectators, could have
wished for a better game, an account of which appears
below.
We are now concentrating on the training of
a recruits' boxing team for the Hardy Cup, with the
Queen's Own, which is taking place here early
in December.
There are four officers hunting this year—Major
Field, Capt. Wood and Lieuts. Airy and Boucher.
Capt. Wood will shortly be leaving us for the Staff
College and at present Lieut. Boucher is braving these
bitter winds on the Reach Field at Hythe, so he is
only able to get out on some Saturdays.
Fortunately, we have been able to ^acquire two
horses from the 17th/21st Lancers at Hounslow and it
is very good of them to allow us to keep them
in barracks.
One Wednesday, when the meet was at Brook,
is particularly worthy of mention and an exceptionally
good day resulted, although the fox was ultimately
lost.
E.A.A.
Hockey.
The Depot Hockey Team has quite settled down
into a " team " though Sgt. Burville, who has gone to
the 2nd Battalion on promotion, is a loss : good fast
backs are not always to be found.
Our next match to record from last month was our
defeating the Manchester Regiment, 10—2, at
Shorncliffe.
On October 20th we played Dover. We were up
against a very different proposition. They are an
extremely good side and W.O. Godfrey at back was
too much for our forwards. We got beaten 5—1, and
it did us a great deal of good as a " quickening up "
exercise.

We next played Wye College at Wye and were
beaten 7—5, after an excellent game. We were leading
them up till nearly the end, when their centre forward
elected to rim through three times in quick succession
on his own. This taught us that backs must never
play square to each other.
Our next match was against R.M., Deal. _ We were
too good for them and won, 5—1, and if it had not
been for one of their backs, who played a wonderful
game, we should have won even more comfortably.
. Our next three matches, against R.A.F., Hawkinge,
The Lincoln's and Depot, The Queen's Own, had to be
cancelled for various reasons, but we heat the Shorn
cliffe Field Bde. R.A. by 5—1, after a game which was '
not a good example of scientific Hockey.
Up to this point we had played 9 matches, having
won 5, drawn 2 and lost 2. Goals for, 59 and against,

21.

We drew the 1/Seaforth Highlanders in the first
round of the Army Hockey Cup an d played them on
Friday, November 23rd, when the ground was like
a mud heap. They scored first, but we quickly got
3—1 in our favour. We changed over leading 5—3,
but our opponents were always liable to be dangerous.
They brought the score to 5—4 soon after we had
started the second half. We managed to get 7—5
up on them with about fifteen minutes to go. After
that fortune deserted us. We missed their goal by
inches and they did not miss ours. Although we were
still having slightly the better of things, time went
with the score 7—all. We played ten minutes extra
time and we were going well, but could not push the
ball through the sea of mud into their goal. They
rallied strongly and got the necessary goal. Result,
8—7 against us.
We were a hit disappointed, but we were beaten
after as good, hard and clean a game of Hockey as is
possible to imagine.
Uptodate we have always played the same team,
namely:—
Sgt. Rowe; Sgt. Gibson, Lt. E. A. Airy; Sgt.
Adams, Lt. T. N. Penlington, Cpl. King; R/L/Cpl.
King, Pte. Ashton, Capt. J. R. Willows, Sgt. Tutt,
and Capt. G. R. Howe.
We have now got enough sticks for two teams and
are going to try and popularise Hockey in the Depot.
T.N.P.
Football.
Since our last notes the following matches in the
Kent Amateur League (Eastern Section) have been
played:—
Oct. 27. v. Chislet Colliery.
Nov. 10. v. The Guards' Depot.
17. v. Birchington F.C.
24. v. Margate Amateurs.
The match with Chislet Colliery was, perhaps, the
best game the Depot have played this season. It was
a splendid game and quite worth the discomforture
of the bleak wind, to watch. Their ground was
considerably better than when we last played there.
Chislet scored pretty early in the game, from
a general scramble in front of goal. This seemed an
incentive to the Depot side for some really brilliant
soccer was seen. Time out of number Chislet's
custodian was brought into action and he certainly
was the means of saving the game for Chislet. The
latter's second goal was scored a few minutes from the
end of play.
Result: Chislet (II), 2; The Depot, 0.
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ARMISTICE SERVICE—Lieut. A. E. Airy and Escort.
In our match with the Guards we deserved a better
fate. It would seem rather odd from the score if I said
the better team lost ; but my opinion which, I am
sure, is the same as many others of the onlookers, is
that we should have won comfortably. For the first
ten minutes we tied the Guards to their penalty area
and managed to get the ball past MacLenau after
several futile attempts. When it is remembered that
their goalie has been " tried " for Kent it was no mean
effort 011 our part to get two shots past him. In fact
the game was very onesided for practically the whole
of the first half. The changeover perhaps made
a little difference, for the Guards played a better game
then, though in fairness, I must say not a better one
than we did, though they scored 4 goals. At halftime
the score stood 2 all. Good, in our goal, played a good
game. The failing light was something to contend
with, but Good made some fine clearances. Tutt
seemed " off " on this day, or we might have at least
drawn with the Guards.
Result : Guards (H), 6 ; The Depot, 2.
The vagaries of football are very similar to the
English weather. In our match with Birchington, the
Depot outplayed them in every aspect, yet only the
week previously Birchington licked Chislet Colliery
2—1 and the latter the week previous to that beat
The Depot 2—0. This would upset the students of
form !
Birchington have not a bad team, mind, but
we proved their superiors in this game. Our forward
line worked wonderfully well together and everybody
enjoyed the game.
Result: The Depot (H), 5 ; Birchington, 3.

[risk-Moon

Our last game, up to the time of going to press,
was with the Margate Amateurs. Remembering their
defeat at our hands in the first match of the season
(S—4), they brought over a much stronger eleven,
which was supposed to have included three players for
the County. Pavilion chatter did not affect our side,
which got to work very quickly and scored twice in
the first five minutes of play.
This was not a good game to watch. A strong,
oblique wind (almost a gale) was blowing the whole
time and the ball was continually going to touch.
Several good opportunities in front of goal were
thrown away. One particular occasion was when the
Amateurs' goalie was flat 011 the ground, ten yards
out; Ashton had only to touch the ball over the line
but instead, with a terrific drive, shot well over the
top. Luckily this was at a time when more goals did
not materially matter as we were well leading and
only a few more minutes to go.
Result : The Depot (H), 5 ; Margate, 0.
As au afterthought, I would like to mention that
when we played the Guards, Payne, our stonewall
left back, was in hospital. Cpl. King took up his
position and did well. Our team reorganised as it
was did excellent work, but it is only natural to state
that with Payne back and King centre half, we should
have probably saved three or four of the break
throughs of the Guards.
The regular Depot side now forms up as follows :—
L/Cpl. Good ; Sgt. Gibson, L/Sgt. Payne; L/Cpl.
McBride, Cpl. King, Cpl. Trinkwon ; Cpl. Salsbury,
Sgt. Tutt, Ret. Chandler, Pte. Ashton, L/Sgt. Bailey.
H.B.S.
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Heart}' congratulations to Sgt. Tutt on qualifying
Q.l at the Small Arms School, Hythe.
The following was the result of the Whist Drive
held on 23rd October
Ladies :
„
„
Gents. :

1st prize
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd

Mrs. Nash.
Mrs. Gutteridge.
Mrs. Keegan.
Mr. Beasley.
Mr. Martin.
Mrs. Corney.

The Sergeants' Mess Team selected for this year's
Eaton Cup Competition Shoot, held on 30th October,
just managed to retain the Cup by the narrow margin
of one point, having scored 254 as against the Officers'
Team's 253, which was followed up by the Trained
Men's "A" Team with 243, Corporals' Team with 253
and the Trained Men's "B" Team with 226.
The splendid gift from General the Rt. Hon. Sir
Arthur Paget, G.C.B., K.C.V.O., Colonel of the
Regiment, which we received when he inspected the
Depot last July, was also distributed in prizes and
added increased interest in the competition.
The following composed our team, the scores
(H.P.S. 80) being as stated :—
R.S.M. Potter ..
R.Q.M.S. Ings
S.I.M. Watson
Sgt.Cook Rowe
Sgt. Trice

Team Leader

60

62

64
68

C.S.M. Howard, assisted by Sgt. Tutt, has lately
been busy imparting instruction to a class of Officers
and N.C.O.'s from the 4th Battalion, who were attached
here for a fortnight's course.
A very fine Firework Display and Bonfire (with
three guys meeting their doom) was given on 5th
November, under the supervision of the R.S.M.,
assisted by Sgts. Watson and Gibson and several of
the trained men.
The kiddies from all around barracks had
apparently obtained news of the affair and needless to
say attended in full force, under cover of darkness.
And these, together with the recruits and married
families, made up a large audience which thoroughly
enjoyed the show.

4th Battalion.

T

HE Editor calls for Xmas
notes once more. Except
' for more wintry weather, and so
far, little enough of that, it is
difficult to make routine work
in the Battalion read more like
Xmas.
Our late
Quartermaster,
Major Keeler, was duly presented
by many of his old friends and
brother officers of the 4th Bn.
with a piece of plate and a
cheque in commensuration of
his long and valued services to
the Battalion. The presentation
took place at the Drill Hall,
Canterbury, on October 22nd
in the presence of Colonel
ICjr&nad »ej- J7<51J Mainwaring Dunstan, who made
the presentation, Col. Body, Col.
Burns, Col. Atkinson and several other past and present
officers of the Battalion.
Lt. Verlander was presented with a handsomely
engraved sword by the members of the Sergeants'
Mess at Canterbury on November 8th as a memento
for his past services to the mess of which he was the
originator or organiser in 1925. We trust he Svill
never have occasion to use it, even in angffir.
The attendance at our Battalion Tactical Exercise
at Canterbury on' the 28th October was very
satisfactory, 15 officers and 85 N.C.O.'s being present.
All the officers who attended the dinner at
the Depot Mess on the 27th October thoroughly
enjoyed their evening and once again would like to
express their thanks to Major Field and the officers of
the Depot for their kind hospitality.
The reunion dinner of the past members of the
old l/4th Battalion, which took place on the same
evening as the Depot Officers' dinner, was a marvellous
success, and I am sure those, like myself, who were
unable to attend, tender their heartiest congratulations
to the organisers of this reunion dinner and hope to be
present next year.
Beneath Bell Harry—Continued.
SPORT.

At the Whist Drive on 6th November the ladies'
prizes went to Mrs. Watson, Mrs. Beasley and Mrs.
Sayers, whilst Mr. Padre, Sgt. Rowe and L/Sgt. Watson
took the gents.' prizes, and Mrs. Dance and Sgt. Adams
the lucky prizes.

The Corporals have not played much football this
year owing to the fact that nearly all the Depot team
are Corporals and we cannot risk getting them crocked
in small games. We console ourselves by going out
and watching Paddy, J ack and George, not to mention
Bailey, McBride, etc., win matches for the Depot.

Corporals' Mess.

What does that dreamy look in Bishop's eyes
mean ?
Where is the site of the Buffs' Colony at Chartham ?
Who is George's partner with the football coupons?
Who is the latest addition to the Band, and does he
play his cymbals by ear or music ?
Who said " Oh dear ! It's cold enough for two
chin straps ?"
" Does Lofty know that little ditty " Oh, I'm
gonna get a girl ?"
YURBSLAB alias STRAWBERRY.

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW.

We cannot call you up on the wireless this month,
as somebody has flooded the carburrettor and it is
horsdecombat. However, to get on with the washing,
we have lost weight considerably this month (Nancy
has left us) and we hear that he is going great
guns with his bloaters. In fact we are continually
looking out for his RollsRoyce. To counteract this
dead loss we welcome to our fold one L/Cpl. Fagg.
We are sure that he will do his best to attain
a corporation, thereby upholding the good name of the
pnokliniise.

